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TO THE CHRISTIAN: READER. 


HE HOLY SCRIPTURES contain the Word of GOD, given by Infpiration, for the 
Inftruction of Mankind, to guide them through this World, in the Paths of Righteoutnefs 
’ and Peace, that they may hereafter obtain everlafting Salvation. 

An earneft defire to remove the Difficulties attending the Study of this Sacred Volume 
(a Duty incumbent on every devout Chriftian) has given rife to the following Undertaking, 

Tuis Eprrion of the Hoty Scriptures will be found to have the Advantage of any 
particular Commentary, as the Notes, &c. are feiected from the Works of the moft approved 
Writers—are adapted to every Capacity, and calculated to promote the Happinefs of Mankind. 

In order to render this Work more complete will be added, an Account of the infpired 
Writers of the OLD TESTAMENT, and a Continuation of the Hiftory of the Jews from the 
Babylonith Captivity to the Birth of CHRIST; forming the Connection of Events between the 
Oxrp and New TrsTAMENTs, with acritical Account of the Nature and Importance of the 
Hoty ScRIPTURES. 








The Books of the Old Teflament. 


ENESIS hath Chapters - 50|1I. Chronicles - 36, Danicl 7 - 12 

Exodus - - 40|Ezra - - 10} Hofea, z - 14 
Leviticus - - 27|Nehemiah - - 13} Joch - - 3 
Numbers - - 36/Efther - - 1ofAmos - 9 
Deuteronomy - ~ 341} Job - - 421 Obadiah - ~ o£ 
Jofhua, - ~ 24} Pfalms - - 150} Jonah - - 4 
Judges - - 21|Proverbs - - 31} Micah - - 9 
Ruth - - a}Ecclefiattes - - 3i2)Nahum - - 3 
I. Samuel - - 31| Fhe Song of Solomon - §jiHabbakuk = - ~ 3 
IT. Samuel - - 24] Lfaish - - 664 Zephaniah = - - 3 
I. Kings - - 22] Jeremiah = - 52) Haggai - - 2 
Il. Kings - ~ 25|Lamentations ~ - 5} Zechariah - - 14 
I. Chronicles - - 29! Ezckiel - - 48] Malachi - - 4 


Lhe Books called Apocrypha. 


I. TQ SDRAS hath Chapters 9 { Wifdom ~ tg} The Story of Sufanna 
EE, Efdras = - 1i16}Ecclefiaiticus - ~ gr} The Idol Bell and the Dragon 
Tobit - - 14} Baruch, with the Epiftic of The Prayer of Manaffes 


Judith - - 16; Jeremiah - 611. Maccabees - “te 36 
The Reft of Efther ~ 6] The Song of the Three Children |i. Maccabees - e I¢ 


The Books of the New Teflament. 


K fj ATTHEW dath Chapters 28) Ephefians 
4 - 4 - 16}Phillippians 
we, .. 24.) Coloffians 
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Chapters 
Verfes _— 
Words — 
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‘The middle chapter, and the leaft in the Bible, 
is Pfalm cxvii. 

The'middle verfe is the Sth of Pfalm cxviii. 

The word AND occurs in the Oid Teftament 
35543 times. 

The fame in the New Teftament 10,684 times. 

The Word JEHOVAH occurs 6,855 times. 


J. Theffalonians 
i Thefialonians - 


The Epiftle to the Hebrews 1 
The Epifile of James” - ; 
I. Peter - - 
IY. Peter - - 
1. John - - 
ff. John - - 
j LiF. john - - 
- - 3 | jude - - 

iRevelations « - 
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OLD TESTAMENT. 
The middle book is Proverbs. 
The middle chapter is Job xxix. 
The middle verfe is 2 Chron. chap. xx. between 
the i7th and 18th verfes. 
The leaft verfe is 1 Chron. chap. i. and ift verfe. 
NEW TESTAMENT. 
The middle book is 2 Theflalonians. 
‘The middle chapter is between Romans xiii. and 
xiv. 
The middle verfe is Acts chap. xvil. verfe 17. 
The leaft verfe is Jolin chap. xi. verfe 35. 
The 21 verfe of Ezra vii. has all the letters of 
the Alphabet. 
The 2d of Kings, chap. xix. and Ifaiah xxxvil. 
are alike. 
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A TaBLe of Officers and Conditions of Men. 


| 
PATRIARCH, or Fatbers of Families, such as Abrubam, Isaac, | 
and Fasob, and his Sons. i 
Fudees, temporary supreme Governors, immediately appointed 1 
by God, over the children of Israe?. j 
Kings, and they either of the whole nation, or after the falling of 
of the ten tribes of F¥udab or Israel. - 
Elders, Senators, the Seventy or Sanhedrim. ; 
Officers, Provists, Sheriffs, or Executioners. | 
Fades, inferior Rulers, such ay determined controversies in par- | 
ticular cities. i 
Israclites, Hebrews, Decendants from Fucob. 
“in Wehrew of Hebrews, av Israelite by original extraction. 
A Proselyte of the Covenant, who was circumcised, and submitted 
to the whole law. 


A Proselyte of the Gate, or Stranger, who worshipped one God, 
but remained uncircumcised. 


Officers under the Affyrian or Perfian Monarchs. 


Tirshatha, or governor, appointed by the kings of Assyria ar Persia 
Heads of the Captivity, the Chief of each Tribe or Family, who 
exercised a precarious Government during the Captivity, ~ 


Under the Grecian Monarchs. 
Superior Officers. 


Maccabces, the Successors of Yudas Maccabeus, high Priests, who 
presided with hingly Power, 


Under the Roman Emperors. 


Presidents, or Governors, sent from Rome with imperial Power. 
Tetrarchs, who had kingly Power in four Provinces. 


| 
! 
Proconsuls, or Deputies of Provinces. 
Inferior Officers. 


Publicans, or Tax-gatherers. 
Centurions, Captains of an Hundred Men. 


EccleGattical Officers or Se&ts of Men. 


High Priests. who only might enter the Holy of Holes. 

Second Priest. or Sagan, who supphed the High Priest's OMee in 
case he were disabled. ; . : 

Ilieh Priests for ibe War, set apart for the Occasion of an Ex- | 
pedition. . 

Priests, Levites of the Son of Aaron, divided into twenty-four 
ranks, each rank serving weekly inthe Temple. 





Lenites. of the Tribe of Levi, but not of fazon's Family: of tuese i 
were three Orders, Gershonites, Kohathites, Merarites ; several Sons | 
of Levi. i | 

Nefiincms, inferior Servant. to the Priests and Levites, Cnot of 
their Pribe) to draw Water, cleave Wood, &c. 

Propbets, anciently called Seers, who foretold future Events, and 
denounced God's judgments. 





Children of the Prophets, their Disciples or Scholars. ke fe} 

IWisemen, called so in Imitation of the Eastern Magi, or Gentile 
Philosophers. 

Serthes, Writers and Expounders of the Law. 

DNusputers, that raised and deterinined Questions out of the Law. | 

Rabhies, or Doctors, Teachers of Israel. | 

Libertines, Freed-men of Rome, who, being Feus, or Pioselytes, 
had a Synagogue or Oratory for themselves. 

Gaulonites, or Galiicans, who pretended it unfawful to obey an 
Heathen Magistrate. ; 

Herodians, who shaped their Religion to the Times, and particu- 
laily flattered Herod. 

Epicurians, who placed all happiness in pleasure. 

Stoics, who denied the Liberty of the Will, and pretended ail 
Events were determined by fatal Necessity. | 

Simon Magus, Author of the Heresy of the Guost:icks ; Who taught | 
that Men, however vicious their Practice was, should be saved by | 
their Knowledge. : { 

Nicolaitans, the Disciples of Nicholas, one of the first seven i 
Deacons, who taught the Community of Wives. | 

Naxariles, who under a vow, abstained from Wine, Se. ! 

Nazuarenes, Jews professing Christianity. | 

Zelot-, Stearii, or Murderers, who, under pretence of the Law, | 
thought themselves authorised to commit any outrage. ! 
Pharisees, Separatists ; Who, upon the Opinion of their own Gad- | 

| 
i 





liness, despised all others. 

Sadduccs, who denied the Resuriection of the Dead, Angels, and 
Spirits. ne 

Samaritans, mongrel Professors, partly Heathen and partly Feus, 
the Offspring of the Assyrians sent to Samarra, 


I. IS 38, 


Apostles, Mission-ries, or Persons sent: they who were sent by 
our Saviour, from therr Number, were called Tbe Twelve. 

Bishops, Successors of the Apostles in the Government of the 
Church. 


Deacons, Officers chosen by the Apostles to take care of the Poor. 





A TABLE of TIME. 





i. Abib, or Nisan, ‘ ee | 7. Ethanim, or Tizri, ae 
2. Zif, or Tjar, ‘ ke | 8. Bul, or Maschesvan. ‘ ee 
3. Sivan, 5 ae gt Clan, s Nes 
4. Thamu, ae ne Tebeth. 55 
5. Ab, Ea 11. Shebat, ‘ ane 
6. Ele, Sfusiel os) Adar, or Veadar, a 


¢ Sepl. 





DAYS of the WEEK. 


1 Day of the Weck, Saaday 5 Day, Thursday 
2 Dav Monday 6 Dav, Friday ~ 
3 Day Tuesday « Dax, or Sebbath, Saturday 
4 Day Wednesday 





HOURS of the DAY. 


A natal Day consists of 24 Hours, reckoning fiom Midnight. 

An artificial Day iz Hours, viz. from 6 in the morning to 6 in the 
Evening. 

The whole 24 Hours are usually divided into Morning, Aflernoon, 
and 4 IPaiches. , 

The First Watch ; from Evening to 9 at Night. 
The Second, or Middle Watch ; from g to Midnight. 

The Third Walch, or Cock-crowing, from Midnight till 3 in the 
Morning. ‘ 

The Fourth, or Morning Waich ; from 3 till morning. 








A TABLE of KINDRED and AFFINITY. 
Wheran wheseeser are related are forbidden in Scripture, and our 
Laws to marry together. 

i Man may nol Marry bis 


aA woman may, not marry wtid ber 
2 RANDMOTH pe 


mA ER 


, F : z® @ther’s Husband 
Wife's Grang ,r 3 Husband's’ 


‘ 











; Le Goandfather 

4 5 4 Father's, Brother 

5 Mother’s Sit ce ae me & other's Brother 

6 pettg Wife-. |: 6 Father's Sister's Husband 
% Mother's Sister's Husband 
$ Husband's Father's #rother 
9, Husband's Mothet,s $Brogher 
Jo" Father on: age 





9 Wife's Me 













to Mother 2? ; on 
11 Step-Mg siete 11 Step-Father . 

1: Wife's NgRgher, 12 Piatbads Father, : 
13 Daughter “eer. 13 Son s 


14 Wife’s 


ater ° 14. Husband’s Son-.- 
25 Son’s Wife” “<¢ 


to Daughter's Hu 





16 Sister - 36 Brother 
17 Wife's Sister . 27 





:8 Brother's Wife “BS 
1g Son’s Daughter _ 
co Daughter's Daughter 





C 


Son's Son's Wife 
Daughter's Son's Wife 
Wife's Son’s Daughter 
Wife's Daughter's Daugh- 
ter 
Brother's Daughter 
Sister's Daughter 
Brother's Son's Wife 
Sister's Son's Wife 
Wife’s Brother's Daughter 
Wife's Sister's Daughter 


mote toe 


whe Ste me 


Der 


OO Mss 


Os N 2 tp He bd 





G Mighter’s Husband 


"Daughter's Daughter's Eus- 
band 


Husband’s Son's Son 
Husband's Daughter's Son 
Brother's Son 

Sister’s Son 

Brother's Daughter's Husband 
Sister's Daughter's Husband 
Fuband's Brother's Son 
Husband's Sister's Son. 
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CHRIST 











The Fifi BOOK of MOSES, 


CALLE D 


—™ “~ 


N. EF SS: FS: 


WITH A CLEAR, FULL, AND UNIVERSAL, 


EXPOSITION 





and 


COMMENTARY, 





A RGUMEN T. 
The name of this Book, in the Hebrew copies of the Bibie,is Berefhith, which fignifies, in the beginning, deing 


the firft word of it, asthe other four books of Mofes are alfo called from their initial words. 
calls ¢ Genelis, fignifying begotten, and fo we and other verfons from thence. 


The Greek verfion 
It is called the firft book of 


Mofes, it being the mofi ancient, and becaufe there are four more that follow ; the name the Fews give to the whole 
zs eee fifths ee the ae to which the Greek word Pentateuch anfwers, by which we commonly call thofe five books, 


of which this is the firft. 


It contains a feries of events, of the ulmoft importance, which we muft have been for ever 


ignorant of, had not Mofes received the revelation by immediate infprration, from the great and almighty God, 
and threush his infinite mercy handed it down to pofterity. 





Cc H A P., I. 


firmament. 9 The earth feparated from the waters, and 
made frutful. 14 Lhe creation of the fun, moon, and 
flars, 20 of fifh and fowl, 24 of beafts and cattle, 26 of 
man inthe image of God; and his blefing. 29 Food 
appointed. 


earth. 

2 And the earth was without form and void; 
and darknefs wes upon the face of the deep. And 
the Spiritof God moved upon the face of the waters. 

3% And God faid, Let there be light : and there 
was light. 


1 the beginning God created the heaven and the 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. 1 


fiat. beginning God created) The words, ix the beginning, here 
imply i “to prove that the world had not an eterna! cxiftence. 
‘The word Elohim, here interpreted God, fignifies the great Crestor, 
zs the fole object of religious adoration. Being wfed in the plural 
number, itday dition’ perfons in deity, the Father, 
: t . operated in this wonderful 
xvi. 15. 
Molar fyftem, but the 
m Thefe are fajd to 
us what pre-exiftent 
they could be 
underftand that 
t things which 
” Heb. si. 3. 
» either as to 
that its being 


Bof atoms, but 



























of all hodies, bat 
Ftieavy and light, denfe 
nbied together, and the 
tT, water and earth, were 
confufion and difarder; fo 
compofed «vas without fornt, 
J empty and withour any thing 
living, ur growl Fhis was the opinion of the ancients. 
nd darkecf: was upon the fase of the deep.| There was nothing to 
be {een for want of light, which lay buried in the vaft abyfs, till an 
agitation was made by the ‘Spirit, as obferved in the fucceeding 
words. : 
. And the Spirit of God moved npon the face of the waters.] The waters 
which covered the certh, P/ala civ. 6. ‘The fcriptures reprefent the 
original-earth as Randing oot of the water, and confitting of it, 
2 Per, iii, 5. and upon the furface of chefe waters, before they were 
drained of the earth, the Sprrtt of God moved, which is to be under- 


fiood-not of awind; fince the air, which the wind is z motion of, 


was not made until the fecond day. The word meced, fignifies to 
dic hovering or fluttering, asa bird does over her eggs, by her vital 
No.1. 


yy 


1 The creation of heaven and earth, 3 of the light, 6 


-4 And God faw the light, that 7 was 
God divided the light from the darknefs. 
5 And God cailed the light Day, and the darknefs 
he called Night. And the evening and the morning 
were the firft day. 

6% And God faid, Let there be afirmamentinthe 
midft of the waters, and Ict it divide the waters from 
the waters. 

7 And God made the firmament, and divided the 
waters which were under the firmament from the wa- 
ters which were above the firmament: and it was fo. 

8 And God called the firmament Heaven. And 
the evening and the morning were the fecond day. 

qg@ And God faid, Let the waters under the hea- 

‘ ven 


good: and | 


} warmth, to cherifh and quicken them ; and, by 2 natural metaphor, 


reprefents the Holy Spirit exerting his energy over the inactive, 
lifelefs, lumpith mafs, to imprefs every clement with fe and power, 
and thereby difpofe them for the future ends for which they were 
defigned by infinite Wifdom. 

3 And God fuid} We find this phrafe ufed nine times in this ace 
count of the creation, and it is moft beautifully paraphrafed and 
explained in P/abn xxxiii. 6. as expreffive of the authority and efficacy 
of the Divine Being, whofe word is clothed wirh power. * He 
fpake, and it was done : he commanded, and it ftood fat.” 

Let there te hight, &c.} Which'appeated at once, « God com. 
manded light to fhine out of darknefs,” 2 Cor, iv. 6. his firft produc. 
tion is light, that enlightens and cheets univerfal nature, and in its 
glory. and beneficence bears the greateft refemblance to its Maker, 
the Father of lights, from whom cometh every good and perfeét 
gift; hence, ‘ God himfelf is called light,’? 1 Zcbw i. 5. This 
light was fome bright fhining body, perhaps fomewhat like the pillar 
of fire in the wildernefs, and from which the fun and flars appear to 
have been afterwards produced. 

4 And God faa the a God apptoved it, as very pleafant and 
delightful, ufeful and beneficial, according to the idea of it in his 
own mini, agreeable to which it was made, and what would anfwer 
the end for which it was created. 

And Ged divided the light fram the darkucf.} That is, he made 
them take different places by turns ; the light thining upon the one 
half of the mingled mafs, and the darknefs covering the ather: in 
much the fame manner as our fun illuminates the one half of the 
globe, and the other half alternately. 

5 And the evening, &C j As the darknefs was before the light, 
thus the evening, or night, is named before the morning, or day, 
hence, formerly , almoft all nations, particularly the Jews, Athenians, 
ancient Germans, &c. began their na:ural day, canfifting oftwentre 
four hours, from the evening or fetting of the fun. 

6 Les there be a frinament, &C. The Hebrew word fignities an 
expanfion oF curiai:, Which includes both the region of the air, az 
atmofphere ; and the fuperior and purer region of the fky, where the 


luminaries are placed. 

q tnd God made the firrmamzut.] It not being fignified that God 
faw tat it weas good, various have been the conjectures relative to 
the fame. Rabbi farchi, a Jearned Jeu, favs, that this work was 
mot completed tll the third day, when al forts of vegetables were 
created, and there the exprefiion is repeated twice. 
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THe creation 
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of the 
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Before ven be gathered together unto one place, and let the 


CHRIST 


4004. 


dry land appear: and it was fo. 

10 And God called the dry dand Earth, and the 
gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and 
God faw was good. 

rr And God faid, Let the earth bring forth grafs, 
the herb yielding feed, and the fruit-trees yielding 
fruit, after his kind, whofe feed is in itfelf, upon the 
earth: and it was fo. / 

22 And the earth brought forth grafs, and herb 
yielding feed after hiskind, andthe tree yielding fruit 
whofe feed was in itfelf, after his kind: and God 
faw that zt was goad. 

13 And the evening and the morning were the 
third day. . 

14 2 And God faid, Let there be lights in the 
firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 
night: and let them be for figns,and forfeafons,and 
for days, and years: 

15 And let them be for lights in the firmament of 
the heaventogivelight upon the earth: and itwas fo. 

16 And God made two great lights; the greater 
light to rule the day, and the leffer light to rule the 
night; he made the ftars alfo. : 

17 And God fet them on the firmament of the 
heaven to give light upon the earth, 


ethno ss 
Lula ie 





The waters under the firmament] Signifying thof in the rivers, 
lakes, and feas ; and the waters above the firmament, are thofe exhaled 
into the air in clouds and vapours, 

g Let the waters under the Leaven be gathered together unts one place, 
&c.] Which, ver. 7, are called the waters wider the firmament ; 
amd which were cither on the furfuce of the carrh, or in the bowels 
of it, or mixed with it, which, by the compreffure of the expanfe 

r air, were feparated from it: and thefe, Ee apertures and chan- 
Scls made, were caufed to flow as bya {traighe line, unto the de- 
Rreed place that was broken up for them, the great hollow or chan- 
el which now contains the waters of the ocean: this was done by 
Dhe word of the Lord, at his rebuke; when it feems there wasa clap 
tof thunder, and perhaps an earthquake, which made the vaft cavity 
for the fea, as_well as threw up the hills and mountains, and made 
the vallies, Pfal civ. 6—8. Fob. xxxviii. 10. 

11 Let the earth bring forth, and herb, &c.] Some imagined from 
this that the earth was finifhed or completed about that time 
which, after the divifions of the feafons, has been fince called Au- 
tumn. ‘Till the paffover, the Jews ufed to begin to reckon their 
year from that feafon. : 

14 Let thers be lights in the firmament, &c.] It is probable the 
light that he had created on the firft day; God now took, divided, 
increafed, and condenfed, and formed into thofe luminous orbs he 
now created. Their primary ufe was to divide the day and the night, 
by bringing in the interchange of light and darknefsupon the earth. 
They were alfo to be for figns of good and bad weather; for the 
times of plowing, fowing, reaping, &c. and for the feafons of fummer 
and winter, {pring and autumn; for days, by a circular motion for 
the fpace of twenty-four hours; and for years, by annual motion, 
for the fpace of three handred fixty-five days, and odd hours, 

16 dud God made two great lights, &c.} “Which are the fun and 
the moon, The greater light isthe fon; that moft ftriking repre- 
fentation of the Deity, and effulgence of his glory in the material 
world; that fource of life and happinefs to this lower creation, which 
cheers with his light, and animates with his heat, univerfal nature, 
This glorious luminary {s computed by aftronomers to be five hun- 
dred thoufand times larger than this earth: nor will this be thought 
incredible, if we confider thathe is reckoned to be removed from us 
at the immenfe diftance of cighty-ene millions of miles: a {pace 
which a cannon-ball would take upwards of twenty years to pafs, 
though flying with the fame velocity with which it is difcharged 
immediately from the piece. By this immenfe diftance the fun’s 
magnitude is greatly diminifhed in appearance, but the reality of it 
is indifputably confirmed. ‘he other great lightisthe moon; which 
is here called a light, not becaufe the fhines like the fun with a 
tight ofher own, but becaufe the refleéts the light the receives from 
the funto enlighten the earth; nor is fhe called a great light, be- 

caufe theis greaterthan the other luminaries, for the is one of the 
very leaft the Creator made; but becaufe being placed the neareft 


tothe easth, the is next to the fun the greateft to us both in ap- 1] 


pearance and utility. . ; 
He made the fiar: :ffo.| Not onty the planets, which derive their 
light from the fun, and compofe this folar fy ftem, but the fixed ftars 


allo, which, at an inconceivable diftance beyond the moft diftant §- 


planet, iNuminate the immenjity of the fky all around. 

17 And God fet them, &c.] God not only ordered that there they 
fhould be, and made them that there they might be, but he placed 
them there with his own hands; and they are at fuch 2 particular 
diftance, as to be beneficial and not hurtful. 

- 20 Let the waters, &c.}] The inanimate things being finithed, the 
Almighty Being proceeds next to the produ@ion of the animal creas 
tion, The fea being fitted for the reception of the fithes, the firma- 
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faw that tt was good. 

1g And the evening and the morning were the 
fourth day. 

zo And God faid, Let the waters bring forth 
abundantly the moving creature that hath life, and 
fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firma- 
ment of heaven. 

21 And God created great whales, and every liv- 
ing creature that moveth, which the waters brought 
forth abundantly, after their kind, and every winged 
fowl after his kind: and God faw that it was good. 

22 And God blefled them, faying, Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the feas, and let fowl! 
multiply in the earth. 

23 And the evening and the morning were the 
fifth day. 

24 i And God faid, Let the earth bring forth the 
living creatureafterhis kind, cattle,andcrecping thing 
and béait of the earth after his kind: and it was fo. 

25 And God made the beaft of the earth after his 
kind, and cattle aftertheir kind, and every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth afierhis kind: and God faw 
that z¢ceas good. 

26 @ AndGod faid, Letus make manin our image, 


after 





‘ment expanded, the earth difpofed, and both enlightened, for the 


4 breath, habiration, and flight of the fowls, God now forms thefe 


claffes of creatures, and lodges them in thofe elements he had pro- 
vided for them : the fifhes, in their various kinds, he formed rrom 
the water. From this verfe many have been led to think that the 
fow}s were created from the water likewife ; but if we look forward 
to chap. ii. ver. 19. we fhall find it exprefsly affirmed, that the 
fowls were formed out of the ground. ‘Thefe two accounts of the 
origin of fowls may eafily be reconciled, by fuppofing what their 
nature feems indced to indicate, cz. that they were created out of 
the water mingled with earth, asthey were to be a middle clafs be- 
tween the fifhesand the beafts. But p@fides, this verfe may well be 
rendered, ‘ not fowl that may fly,” but, ‘let fowl fly in the-open 
firmament ofheaven.” The Hebrew pointing indicates this to be 
the true meaning of the text, and both this and the following verfe 
confirm it ; asinboth their being created out of the waters is con- 
fined to the moving creature or fifhes. 

21 And God created great wwhales.} i. c. Fifhes of an enormous fize. 

24 Cattle, and creeping thing, and beaft.] We may underitand by 
cattle tame beatts ; by creeping things, thofe of the reptile ; and by 
beafts of the earth, thofe of a wild and favage kind, All thefe were 
produced out of the earth. With regard to the animals and plants, 
it has been difputed whether they were created in perfeélion at once, 
or rofe from feeds; howfoever this was, we may be well affured, 
that if they arofe from feeds, the feeds mult be firft organized ; and, 
after being otganized, mutt be raifed to perfection ina day at mofl, 
which could be only by the almighty power of God. “Bur ir is 
more natural to think, and this,gccoupt on feems to 
confirm it, that the materialsg,@ial P 
and united, and they inftag 
to be immediately try 
though the earth j 
they are all decl 





















belong: the c 
Creator, were to 
under him, of this 
take of both a ra 
uch a manifold nature af 
and held ; not to exprefs 
the formation of him, bu' He Bag 

nature, and importance of charat 
words, Let us make man in our image, GEMOT OEP poled fpoken to 
angels, much lefsto any inferior beings, as no creature can be velted 
with a creative power: nor can it reafonably be pretended, that 
God {peaks here after the manner of kings, who exprefs themfelves 
fometimes in the plural numbex, as, our qurl/ ity) OF, we command ; this 
is the pradtice only of later times, fince kings generally {peak and 
a& with the advice and cenfent of their council, and was not knowa 
in the carlicr ages. Thus the kings of Ifrael {peak of themfelves in 
the fingular number, 2 Som. iii. 28. .2 Chron. ti. 6. fo alfo did the 
eaftern monarchs, evenintheir public decrees, which now run in the 
ural number, £zra vi. 8. and yii.13. Butthis fenfe tbat fome have 
forced on thefe words is clearly zefuced, by comparing Gea 
4 ; Bo eee a eral aS 


fun, moon, flars, awd man. 





18 And to rule over the day and over the night, foo 
and to divide the light from the darknefs: and God ~ goog. 


30 ~ Fe Ae P: 


Ciisy after our likenefs: and let them hate dominion 
goog, OVEr the fifh of the fea, and aver the fowl of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 





The appointment of food. If. The firft fabbath. 


Before 
CHAP. I. cee 


i: The firft fabbath. 4 The manner of the creation. 8 The *°°% 


over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth. "4 

27 So God created man in his own image, ini the 
image of God created he him: male and female 
created he them. 

28 And God bleffed them,and God faid unto them, 
Be fruicful and multiply, and replenifh the earth, and 
fubdue it: and have dominion over the ffh of the 
fea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 

‘living thing that moveth upon the earth. 

2g (I And God faid, Behold, I have given you 
every herb bearing feed, which zs upon the face 
of all the earth, and every tree, in the which zs 
the fruit of a tree yielding feed; to you it fhall be 
for meat. 

30 And to every bealt of the earth, and to. every 
fowl of the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, wherein there 15 life, J have given every 
green herb for meat: and it was fo. fe oe 

gi And God faw-every thing that he had made, 
and behold, it was very good. And the evening and 
the morning were the fixth day. 
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iii, 22. © the Lord God faid, Behold, the man is become a$ one 
of us.” It was then evidently an addrefs of the Father to his Son 
and Spirit, to employ their divine power and wifdom in the form- 
ation of that creature that was to be the mafter-piece and lord of 
this terreftrial globe. ‘ ‘ 

29 Jn bis own image.] This image of God, in which man was 
created, confifted in that natural perfeétion, and thofe moral en- 
dowments in which he was made, and in which he bears fome re- 
~femblance to his all perfect Maker. It confifts in that fpiritual, 
tational, and immortal foul, refembling the nature of God, and 
in thofe faculties of underftanding, will, and alive powers, refem- 
bling the natural perfections of the Deity, with which the haman. 
foul was endued ; his body too had then fome fignatures of the di- 
vine perfeCtion, in majefty and immortality, that raifed it far 
above the brutes; and, as far as it was capable, made it refernble 
God. But the completing and diftinguifhing parr of the divine 
3mage upon man, was thofe moral endowments of perfett know- 
ledge, entire rectitude, and univerfal holinefs, with which the 
haman underftanding, will, and affections, were created and adorn- 
ed, in which the foul of man bore a ftriking refemblance to the 
moral perfections of the God that made it. So St. Paul affirms in 

Gol. iii, 10. iv. 24. where be tells us, that if we would recover this 
divine image that fin hath fo miferably defaced, we ‘muft be « re- 
newed in knowledge after the image of him that created us; and 
put on the new man, which after God is created in righteoufnefs 
and true holinefs.” 


Male and female, &c.} By this it appears, that Adam and Eve- 


were both created*on the fame day, though the particular manne 
of Eve's creation is not related till the next chapter. : 
d "ga & a Ps 
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Mean with an unli- 
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niverfe, man 
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given them 
firit parents 
he trees bearing 
fercre no permiffion 
Mits being ufed till 


3: od now takes a general 
furvey Ahad made; and beholding 
the p he grandeur, confiltence, and 
harmony o: was very good, exprefive of 


the Creator's sonia BBtive to the happinefs of his creatures, 
the great ends for which he created it. Often fhould we contem- 
plate his works, and rrace out the exiftence, power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs of the divine architeét therein difplayed ; and ¢‘ devoutly 
worship him that created the heavens, the earth, and the feas; for 
of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to him be 
glory and dominion for ever.” 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. I. 


How aftonifhingly great is the power of God here reprefented, 
who from nothing could form fuch prodigious, and fuch well- 


fed Adam and his wife, whom | 
Bure and providence, with: 





planting of the garden of Eden. 10 The river and 

its four heads. 15 Man is placedin Eden, and the 

tree of knowledge only forbidden. 18 The naming of 
the creatures. 21 The making of woman, and inftt- 

tution of marriage. ; 
“J HUS the heavens and the earth were finihed, 
and all the hoft of them. , 

2 And on the feventh day God ended his work 
which he had made; and he refted on the feventh 
day from all the work which he had made. oe 

3 And God bleffed the feventh day, and fanftified 
it; becaufe that in it he had refted from all his work 
which God created and made. 

4 @ Thefe are the generations of the heavens and 
of the earth when they were created, in the day that 
the Lorp God made the earth and the heavens, | 

5 And every plant of the field before it was in the 
earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: for 
the Lorp God had not caufed it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 

6 But there went up a mift from the earth, and 
watered the whole face of the ground. 

7 And 
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ordered worlds of creatures both animate and inanimate, ra- 
tional and irrational! The principal leffon then to be learned 
from what is contained in this chapter is, That there is a God, 
and that all chings were created by him: he gave his creatures 
life, and endued them with a power both to fubfift and alfo to 
propagate thtir fpecies. We may learn farther, that man was mate 
aftet the image of.God, and diftinguithed with all thofe power- 
ful facultics which fet him fo much above the brute creation, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IE. + 


1 And all the b:ft of them] The hoft of the heavens are the fun, 
moon, and ftars, often fo called in fcripture, and alfo the angels; 
Luke ij. 13- wherefore this may be confidered as a ptoof of their 
creation within the above {pace of time ; peealy on the firft day; 
though the Jews fay on the fecond: for if alt the hoft of heaven 


-were made at this time, and angels are at leaft a part of the hoft, 


they muft be then made, or otherwife all the hoft of heaven were 


‘not then and there made, as here affirmed; and the hoft of the earth; 


or terraqueous globe, are the plants, herbs, and trees, the fowls, 
fithes, animals, and man; and th: fe are fike hofts of armies, very 


-numerous, and at the command of God, and are marfhalled and 


kept in order by him; even fome ‘af the fmalleft of creatures are 
by his infinite wifdom appropriated to fome fecret purpofe. 
2 And on the feventh day God ended his work.] ‘This no way infi- 


-nuates that God did any work on that day; all his works having been 
finifhed by the clofe of the fixth: it would read much better if 


tranflated thus, ‘* In the feventh day, when God had ended or 
finifhed his work,’’ which is certainly the trae meaning. 
And be refed, &e.] We are not to underftand by this refting that 


-God was wearied ; for the Creator of tl.t‘ends of the earth fainteth 


not, neither is weary, J/a, xl. 28. but only that he ceafed from 
producing any more fpecies of being than what he had already 


Created, 


3 Aud Ged blffed the fewrnth day, &c.] God bleffed it, by ap- 
pointing it to be the weekly memorial of his having finifhed che 
creation, and a bleffed time for us to worfhip and glorify the Crea- 
tor, our noblelt fervice: and for him to confer on us his {pecial 
bleflings, our greateft happinefs. He alfo fen@ified it for shofe 
ends by fetting it apart, both by his own example and appointment; 
from common employments, and by confecrating it as a day of 
holy reft, to be facred in a peculiar manner to the folemn exercifes 
of piety and devotion. When God tenews this ofiginal inftita- 
tion, to Ifrael, at Mount Sinai, he gives it under his own hand, 
*« That in fix days he made heaven and earth; the fea, and all that 
in them is, and refteth the feventh day; whefefore the Lord blef= 
fed the fabbath day, and hallowed it.’? Fxodus xx. 11. Philo, the 
Jew, calls it, <* the birth-day of the world,” and from the general 
obfervation of it in the firft ages, “ the univerfal feftival.”’ 
4 Thefe ave the generations, &cC.) The remainder of this chapter 
is a fupplement to the account of rhe crestion given us in the for- 
mer, patticolarly with refpeét to the formation and fettlement of 
man. Here another name is added to God, his name Jehovah, ex- 
preflive of his being and perfe&tions, particularly his eternity and im- 
mutability, and which is here -very pertinently given him, upon 
the perfeétion and completion of his works. The divifion of chap- 
ters into verfes has occafiened much confufion, and im many places, 
particularly here, {poiled the fenfe: verfes 4, 5, and 6, thould bé 
adk one. « ‘ . st es : 
6 But there went up a miff, &es] At firt Goa, by his aes 
power, brought the vegetables te perfection without feed, an 
without concurrence the foil, fun, rain, or aby other natural 
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the planiing of Eden. 
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7 And the Lorn God formed man of the duft of 
the ground, and breathed into his noftrils the breath 
of life; and man became a living foul. 

8 @ And the Loup Ged planted a garden eaftward, 
in Eden; and there he put the man whom he had 
formed. 

g And out of the ground made the Lorp God to 
grow everytree that is pleafantto the fight,and good 


‘forfood; the tree of life alfo in the midit of the gar- 


den, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 

10 And ariver went out of .Eden to water the gar- 
den; and from thence it was parted and became into 
feur heads. 

11 The name of the firft zs Pifon: that 7s it which 
compaffeth the whole land of Havilah, where there 7s 

old $ - 
iz And the gold of that land 3s good: there zs 
bdellium and the onyx-ftone. 

13 And thename of the fecondriver is Gihon: the 
fame 75 it that compaffeth the whole land of Ethiopia. 

"14 And the name of the third river is Hiddekel: 
that is it which goeth towards the eaft of Affyria. 
And the fourth river is Euphrates. 

15 And the Lorp God took the man, and put 
him into the garden of Eden to drefs it and to 
keep it. 

16 And the Lorn God commanded the man, fay- 
ing, Ofevery tree ofthe garden thou mayeft freely eat: 





7 Aud the Lord God formed may, &c.| Man is created in the image 
of God, to coniftitute his digniey ; but his body is formed of the 


*.duft to teach him humilty. Of rhe dof, notdry: but moift, were 


which ourSrft parents derived fram God. 


we framed; fo feveral underftand it, and she name Adam fignifies 
ved earth, or frefh and moilt.clay, of which he was made, as the vef- 
fel by the potter. Having organized our animal frame, in all our 
parts, the Father of Spirits next infufes into it the vital and ative 
rinciple, the immortal fool. ‘This is exprefled here by God's 
Freaking iis man’s body the breath of life, to fignify that the foul 
“is produced by God's immediase power, and not formed of any crea- 
ted fubftanee, as the body was; that it is a difting effence from the 
body, fuperior co it in nature, and the great principle of life in-the 
homan frame ; which being formerly alifelefs inactive lump, anima- 
ted wish this ative principle becomes.a living foul. . 

8 And the Lord God planted a garden caftward, in Eden, &c.) The 
name of Eden fignifies plea/ure; implying, that this garden was a 
moft pleafant and delightful place; prepased by God for the recep- 
tion of Adam. Indeed the whole world was a garden, in comparifon 
of what it is now, fince che fall: what then mutt this fpot of ground, 
this garden be, which was feparated and diftinguithed from the reft, 
and the more immediate plantation of God, and therefore is called 
the garden of the Lord, Ger. xiii. 10. Ezek. xxviii. 13. ‘The various 
conjectures among the learned concerning the fituation of Paradife, 
and the garden of Eden, are rather curious than ufeful, nor can the 
precife {pot be certainly afcertained. ‘The word eaffqvard can only 
mean that it was fitwated more to the eaft than the place where Mofes 
was when he wrote. Some have conjectured itto be in the delightful 
plains of Armenia, but that opinion is not fupported by any other 
reafon but the heauty of the place. Poflibly the garden of Eden never 
exifted after the deluge, and that fince that event, fych alterations 
have happened, as render its fituation unknown, 

99 The tree of diz, &c.] Several have been the conjectures with 
regard to the.nature and ufe of this tree. Some have confidered it 
rs 2 conftant.memorial only of thar life, and the continuance of it, 
Others have thought it 
was fo called, becaufe the fruit of it had a certain vital influence to 
cure difeafes, and to cherith and maintain man in immortal health and 
wigor, till be fhould have been tranflated from the earthly to the 
heavenly Paradife. »But though both thefe. may have been well 
meant, yet it was, no doubr, -called she ere of lift, becaufe it was-2 
memorial, pledge, and feai, of that eternal life, which, had man 
continned obedient, he would have been raifed to the poffeffion of. 

The tree of knowledge of good and evil.| Certainly this tree was fo 
tailed, not becaufe it had any fecret power to infpire thofe who 
might eat of it with any afeful, much lefs with univerfal knowledge, 
as the ferpent afterwards pretended ; bur becaufe, by their abftaining 
from, or cating of it, after it was.prohibited, God would fee, in 
£a&, whether our firft parents would prove good or evil in that ftate 
of probation in which he placed them ; and efpecially, becaufe they 
would know in their experience, what good they fhoald forfeit or 
retain, and what evil they would efeape or incur, accarding as they 
ihould eat, or not.eat, of that forbidden fruit. 

to f river went out of Eden.) ‘this is fappofed to be the river 
Evuphraccn, . : 

+ 5 And the Lord God took the man, &c.] The place from wherlte 
Adam is fuppofed to be taken was near Damafces, where he is faid to 


"be created; the place whereonthe temple was afterwards built. In 
_ the. Targum ove read, thar-God “ gave Adam the Jaw, and he pat 


“Bim into the gazden of Eden, that is, the:garden of the law, 70 drefs it, 


to doehe affirmative precepts of the law, and to kecpis, the negative 
' 3 
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‘| fhould in all things obey. 





5. 





The naming of the creatures. 





17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and Bec. 
evil, thou fhalt not eat of it; for in the day that thou ue 


eateft thereof thou fhalt furely die. 

i8 {I And the Loxp God faid, Jt is not good 
that the man fhould be alone: I will make him an 
help meet for him: 

19 And out of the ground the Lorp God formed 
every beaft of the field, and every fowl of the air; 
and brought them unto Adam to fee whathe would 
call them: and whatfoever Adam calledevery living 
creature, that was the name thereof. 

20 And Adam gave names to all cattle,and to the 
fowl of the air, and to every beaft of the field; bur 
for Adam there was not found anhelp meet for him. 

21 And the Lorn God caufed a deep ficep to fall 
upon Adam, and he flept: and he took one of his 
ribs, and clofed up the flefh inftead thereof ; 

22 And the rib which the Lorn God had taken 
from man, made he a woman, and brought her unto 
the man, 

23 And Adam faid, This zs now ‘bone of my 
bones, and flefh of my fieth: fhe fhall be called 
Woman, becaufe fhe was taken out of man. 

24 Thercfore fhall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and fhall cleave unto his wife: and they 
fhall be one fleth. 

25 And thcy were both naked, the man and his 
wife, and were not afhamed. 

CHAP. 


a a a aa 
precepts:” though Aben Ezra interprets this fervice, watering the 
garden, and keeping wild beafts from entering into it. And indeed 
the word may be rendered so si//, as well as to drefs, as it is in chap. 
iii. 33. and fome have thought Adam was to have planted and fowed, 
had he continued in Eden. : 

17 Butof the tree of the knowledge of good and evil thou fealt wot eat 
of it.) _ Seeing that Adam had an unlimited grant of allthe o:ber 
trees of the garden to participate of, it could’ be no unkindnefs in 
God to prohibit this one, as a trial of his obedience to his com- 
mands, under whofe government he was, and whom it was fit he 


for in the day that thoucatef thereof, thou foalt furely de} Signify- 
ing “ thou fhalt in dying, die," or ‘ become liable to death,” 
which denotes the certainty of it, and may have regard to more 
deaths than one ; not only a corporeal one, which in fome fenfe im- 
mediately took place ; man became at once mortal creature, who 
otherwife continuing ina itate of innocence, and by eating of the tree 
of life, as he was allowed to do, would have lived an immortal life; of 
the eating of which tree, by finning he was debarred, and his naturat 
life not now to be continucd long, at leaft not forever; he was im- 
mediately arraigned, tried, found guilty, and condemned to death, 
became obnoxious to it, and death at once began to work in him ; 
fin fowed the feeds of it in his body, and a train of miferies, afflic- 
tions, and difeafes, began to appear, which at length terminated in 
death. Moreover, a {piritual or mortal death imm 
he loft his original righteoufng bi 
of God in him was defor 4 
were corrupted, and Jaf 
dequence of which 
and Saviour, whi 
mutt have been ei 
to him and allgim 
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18 Aud the La és! goad thet sean fpould ie. 
i.e. It is not gm jk own prrfoval. comfort, 
purpofe of thigm 2R._POC 


é Gur booutroug 
rehercfore determines her tq 
fie fame nature and fpecies dive: 
only into anoth ‘oa mich whom he might live in dhe's 
intimate friend(hipg: and whicby cheir mutnzl intesconda'mig!t 
promote their mutual happineis and comferi. mea 

22 And tbe rib, which the Eard God bad rz Seu} The 
woman was formed ofa rib, with the Aik ga, ont of Adam’s 
fide, to note the wife’s equality ad -thac fhe is 
his companion, and to be treated fndoc{s and af- 
fetion by her hufband. “Ba t 

And brought ber znto the maz.| ivh intent to honour the inttitu- 
tion of marriage ; Adam accepted her as an belp acer for him, fuitable 
so his perfon, and ufeful on all occafions fer their mutual comfort, 
and the propagation of their fpecies. And God, by Adam, declared 
the general law of marriage, requiring the mof affectionate cobabi- 
tation, infeparable union, and: intimate communion during life. 

25 Aad were not afbamed.| Having nothing in them, or on them, 
or about them, that caufed fhame ; nothing finful, defective, fcanda- 
lous, or blame-worthy; no fin in their nature, no guilt on their 
confciences, or wickednefs in their hands or a¢tions; and pasticularly 
they wene-not afhamed of their beingnaked, no more thao children 
are to fee each other, or we te behold them; befides. they were 
Det 
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Fite ferpent deceiveth 
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Fall of man. 





c ce § For God dath know'that in the day ye eat therc~__ Before 
. Sate of, then your eyes fhall be opened, and ye {hall be “yaar 
my cH A P. Il. as gods, knowing good and evil: 7 
6 & And when the woman faw that thetree was 
1 The ferpent deceiveth Eve. 6 Man’s fall. g God ar-}} good for food, and that it was pleafant to the cyes, 
raigneth them. 14 The ferpent ts ee dus over~}] and a tree to be defired to make one wife; fhe teok 
throw by the feed of the woman foretold. 16 The}| of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave alfo unto 
junifhment of mankind. 21 Their firft cloathing. 22]} her hufband with her; and he did eat. 
Their expulfion out of Paradife. 7 And the eyes of them both were opened, and 
. they knew that they were naked; and they fewed fig 
OW the ferpent was more fubtil than any beaft leaves together, and made them{alves aprons. — 
of the field which the Lona God had made. 8 And they heard the voice of the Lorp God 
‘ind he faid unto the woman, Yea, hath God faid,||} walking in the garden in the cvol of the day : and 
ve fhall not eat of every tree of the garden ? Adam and his wife hid themfelves from the pre- 
“2 And the woman faid unto the ferpent, We may |} fence of the Lorpv God amongft the trees of the gar- 
tat of the fruit of the trees of the garden : den. ; 
3 But of the fruit ofthe tree which zs in the midft 9 And the Lorp God called unto Adam, and faid 
of the garden, God hath faid, Ye fhall not eat of it, Jf unto bim, Where art thou? 2g 
neither fhall ye touch it left ye die. 10 And he faid, I heard thy voice in the garden : 
‘4 And the ferpent faid unto the woman, Ye fhall and I was afraid, becaufe I was naked; and I hid 
not furely die : ‘ my felf. 
11 And 















not oniy alone, and none to behoid them, but their being naked 
was no difgrace to them, but was agreeable to their nature ; and 
they were not fenfible that there was any neceffity or occafion to 
cover themfelves, nor would they have had any, had they con- 
tinued in their innocent flate: moreover, there was not the leaf 
yeafon to be afhamed to appear in fuch a manner, fince they were 
but one diefh. : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. IL. 


In this chapter we find three things worthy our obfervation ; Firft, 
that God fet apart one day in feven for all his creatures to ref in, 
in order that it might Keep up among men the remembrance of 
the creation of the world. Secondly, God placed Adam in Pa- 
radife, that he might be happy. His gracious goodnefs is remark- 
ably difplayed in the whole; for, as fe might have reftrained, or 
forbidden him the ufe of many things, yet he only denied him 
one, as ateft of his obedience. Thus Adam svastaught that he was 
not an independent being, but under the ftron obligations to 

. obey, love, and worlhip that God who made him. Thirdly, 
what Mofes relates of the inftitution of marriage, obliges us to 
acknowledge the great wifdom and goudnefs of God, appearing 
in this law, which he made at the beginning, for the good of 
mania and likewife to confefs the falutary and happy effeAs of 

uch fate. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ow CHAP. Ill. 


1 Now the ferpent was mare fubtil than any beaft. of the field, &e.} 
From the account given of this fe 
@ mere creature of the ferpentine kind, as po animal, however fubtil, 
could reafon and {peak is df but it was one of the chief of 
the falle : : . X1i..9. who heing for his 
pt to God, and envy 
gture, bent all his 
fobedience and 
pployed for this. 
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ticularly Paradifce, Limited 
s fruits ? " 
Difcovering her to be per- 
fely clear as to the B, but obferving fhe had exprefled 
herfelfa little faintly with regard to che menace, the cunning adver- 
fary tries next to make her doubt or mifbclicve the penalty which 
was threatened. , 

Ve fall not furely die] ‘This he declares in dire® contrediion 
to the divin: threatening, and which ke would infinuate wasa mere 
threatening, and which God never intended to putin execution ; fo 
that they had nothing to fear from that. 

5 Thru yeur eyes hall br opened, &c.] Farther to enforce the 
temptation, he tells her, that che very name of the tree jointed 
out the effecis of it to be the reverfe of death; that inftead efdving, 
the and her hufband would, immediarcly upon their eating of it, be 
infpited wiih univerfal knowledge, tefembling their omnifcient 
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nt, itis cvident that it was not, 


hhad faid, are all the trees |; 
h God, after giving you f} 





Creator himfelf ; and impionfly appeals to God for the truth of this 
affertion. 

6 Saw that the tree was good, &.] Her eyes were opened from 
the firft to fee the forbidden fruit, but they were not open to fee 
her folly and fhame till the next verfe. 

She took of rhe frait thereof, aud dideat, &c.] Now overcome by 
the artful perfuafions of the ferpent, and prompted with the beauty 
and delicious fragrance of the tree, and the pleafing hopes of fupe- 
rior wifdom, our unhappy mother reaches forth her hand, takes, and 
eats of the forbidden fruit. In what manner fhe feduced her hufband 
is merely conjecture, it not being particularly mentioned ; every 
part of'the tranfa@tion, however, {eems to point out, that he was ab. 
fent when fhe complied and liitened to the Voice of the deceiver. 

7 And they fewed fig-leaves tagether,| Thofe who have endeavour- 
ed to ridicule the Scriptures have ironically enquired where this 
young couple found needle and thread? Let thole atheittical writers, 


-however, learn, that Nature can often fupply the place of art; and 


to prove the great inventions of Nature, it may be proper here to 
remark, that when Captain Cook vifited the Ifland of Oonatathke, 
inthe northern Archipelago, he found that the natives fewed their 
canoxs with done, and fibres of plants which ferved as thread; with 
thefe they alfo made’ their clothes, -and worked very curious.em- 
broidery. Though Adam and Eve might have been without bone 


as well as fteel;_ feeing there is no account of animal food being yer . 


made ufc of, or of beafts being facrificed, yet furely Nature might 
have been equally as inftruétive to them. To remove, however, 
all objections, the word in Hebrew fignifies soining rogether, as well 
as fewig > the fig-leaves being remarkably large, they might have 
taken down fome of the flendereft twigs, with the leaves on them, 
and twifting them together tied them round their bodies as 
irdles. 
e 8 Lathe col of the day] ** In the wind of the day,’’ as the Hebrew 
has it, which was towards the evening, Adam and his wite seard 
the voice of the Lord walking in the gariden, and coming toward them, 
By fome noife or ruftling among the trees, was this approach of the 
Deity notified to our firlt parents. They knew it to be the approach 
of their Creator. But inftead of going out with joy and love, to 


{ meet and worfhip him, as before, they now begin to act a different 


past, through a confcioufnefy of their guilt. 
Among ft ike trees of the gardex.) It is in the fingular in the ori- 


» A ginal, ‘ in.the midit of the tree of the garden;”” which,fome under- 


ftand of the fig-trec, whofe leaves they covered themfelves with, 
and under the fhade of which they were now hid. ‘The Indian 
‘fig-trec is fo large, that itis faid by fome, that four hundred horfe- 


4 men may fhade themfelves at noon-day under it. 


9 And the Lord God called unte Adam} 1s is in the Jerufalem 
Targum ‘* Fhe word of the Lord God,” the fecond perfon in 
the ‘Trinity ; which voice he is {aid to have heard before. 

And faid uuto him, Where art thu?}] Let us not fuppofe that 
God was ignorant of the place where Adam was, nor of what he 


} had done, nor the circumftances he was in, norof the anfwers he 
‘would make; Dut.rathcr it fhews all the reverfe, that he knew 


where he was, what he had done, and in what condirion he was, 
and therefore it was in vainto feck to hide himfelf; or elfe asa 
fummens to appear beforc him, the Judge of all, and anfwer for his 
condud, it was in vain for him to fecrete himfelf, he mutt and thould 
appear: the force of which'words he felt, and therefore was obliged 
to furrender himfelf, as appears from the follou ing ‘words, 

10 f beard thy awice in the garden, and 1 wus afraid, &c jl Adam 
no fooner committed one fin, than he added another, by concealing 
the caufc, and giving an cvafive and ¢ceceitful reply to his Maker. 
He had often heard the voice of God with pleafure in the garden, 
but now he is to meet him as an almighty Judge, whom he had 
offended: he now hides himfelf through fear of his wreth and dif- 
pleafure, and becaufe of his fin, which had made his foul naked, 
though he was nor as yet ingenuous enongh to fay fo. 
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thale bring forth children ; and thy defire fhall be to 


punifh ment of mankind. 


i1 And he faid, Who told thee that thou waft 
naked? Haft thou eaten of the tree, whereof 1 com- 
manded thee that thou fhouldeft not eat ? 

42 And the man faid, The woman whom thou 
gavelt to be with me, fhe gave me of the tree, andI 
did eat. 

13 And the Lorn God faid unto thewoman, What 
is this that thou haft done? And the woman faid, 
The ferpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

14 @ And the Lorn God faid unto the ferpent, 
Becaufe thou haft done this, thou art curfed above 
all cattle, and above every beaft of the field ; upon 
thy belly fhalt thou go, and duft fhalt thou eat all 
the days of thy life : 

25 And I will put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy feed and her feed ; it fhall 
braife thy head, and thou fhalt bruife his heel. 

16 © Unto the woman he faid, I will greatly mul- 
tiply thy forrow and thy conception ; in forrow thou 


thy hufband, and he fhall rule over thee. 

17 And unto Adam he faid, Becaufe thou haft 
hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and haft eaten 
of the tree of which I commanded thee, faying, 
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12, 12, 13) Aud be faid, &c.| Now the trembling criminals called 
from their retreat, before their judge, were afked whether they had 
eaten of the forbidden tree. ‘They cannot deny their crime; but 
before they confefs, endeavour as much as poffible to excufe it. 
Adam throws the blame of his tranfgreflion upon his wife ; infinu- 
ating, that the very woman who had" been given asa help meet for 
lnm, pointing to her, had become his ruin; thereby tacitly im- 
preaching the goodnefs of God, who had given her. The woman, 
convinced that the charge brought againft her was juft, endeavours 
‘by transferring the crime upon the ferpent to exculpate herfelf. 

14 and the Lord Gad faid unto the ferpent, &c,] Our firft parents 
being brought to x juft fenfe of their crime, God next pronounces 
upon them and the ferpent fome proper punifhments. He begins 
with the ferpent, as the principal offender. As the ferpent had co- 
operated with the devil, to the dithonour of God and deftruGion of 
mankind, God curfes it above the whole animal creation, and de- 
grades it from flying in the air, or walking with it’s head and breatt 
croct, to go crawling upon the ground ; and, inftead of feeding on 
herbs and fruits, to tive, in a great meafure, onthe duft of the earth. 
“That old ferpent, the devil,” he curfes above the whole rational 
creation, by degrading him farther fram heaven, and abandoning 
him finally to the love and praétice of evil, as his fole delight, and 
to that utter difgrace and mifery to which he fhould ‘be condemned 
for evermore. 

15 And 1 will put enmity betaween thee and the womans &c] Not- 
withftanding this is true of the animal ferpent, yet it hasa partica- 
lar refpeci to the old ferpent, the devil; and implies, that however 
he and the woman had been combined againtt God, their friendthip 
thould foon iffue in the greateft enmity between each other, and ef- 
pecially between their feed. By the feed of the wwoma, all interpre- 
ters underftand Chrift the Saviour; inclading his friends and fol- 
lowers in every age and nation. 

16 Unto the awoman be faid, 1 will greatly multiply thy forrow, &e } 
As the woman was next to the ferpent, in the tranfgreffion, there- 
tore next to the ferpent, fhe receives herfentence. Her punifhment 
was forrow in conception, and pain in child-birth, which women 
xbove all creatures have been obferved to endure; fubjetiion in all 
her defires to che will of her hufband, whofe advice fhe had neg- 
lected, following her own; and, Adam's greater dominion over her 
chan was either given him, or he would ever have exercifed, in a 
flate of innocence and uninterrupted felicity. 

17 And unto Adam he faid, &c.] Adam aft of all received his 
fentence ; which was, that the ground, inftead of its original fer- 
Ulity, fhould be curfed with barrennefs, briars and thorns; and 


whereas it would have produced every thing with little culture, all}, 


things muft now be forced from it by toilfome labour; that inftead 
of the delicious fruits of Paradife, he muft now go eat the herbs of 
the field, in common with the beafts; that with the fweat of his 
brow, he muft earn his bread; and finally, that inftead of being 
tranflated, foul and body, to the Paradife above, his body fhould 
return to the duft from whence it came. : 

20 And Adam called bis wife's name Eve, &c.] Ifcha, woman, or 
wife, was the only name given to her before in the original; now 
Adam calls her Chavah, or Eve, “living” or ‘¢ giving life ;”’ be- 
caufe, by the promife of God, fhe was not only to Hive herfelf, bur 
to be the mother of all mankind, and particularly of the great Re- 
acemex, hy whom they were ta be recovered from dqath to ever- 
iatting life. 

za God made coats of feins, and cloathed them.| Thefe coats were 
made of the fkins of beafts, flain, not merely for this purpofe, nor 
for food, bet for facrifice: as a type of the woman's feed whofe 


heel was to be bruifed, and who was to fuffer death for the fins of 
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Thon fhalt not eat of it: curfed is the ground for Before | 
thy fake; in furrow fhalt thou cat cf it all the days noe 
of thy life; 
18 Thorns alfo and thiftles fhall it bring forth to 
thee; and thou fhalt eat the berb of the field ; 
1g In the fweat of thy face fhait thou eat bread, 
till thou return unto the ground; for out of it waft 
thou taken : for duft thou art, and unto duft fhalt 
thou return. 
20 And Adam calicd his wife’s name Eve, becaufe 
fhe was the mother of all living. : 
21 Unto Adam alfo and his wife did the Lorp 
God make coats of fkins, and clothed them. 
a2 @ And the Lokp God faid, Behold, the man is 
become as one of us, to know good and evil: and 
now Jeft he put forth his hand, and take alfo of the 
tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: 
23 Vherefore the T.oxp God fent him forth from 
the garden of Eden, to till the ground, from whence 
he was taken. 
24 So he drove out the man: and he placed at the 
eaft of the garden of Eden, Cherubimns, and a flaming 
fword, which turned every way, to keep the way of 
the trec of life. 
: CIAP. 
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men, and therefore to keep up and direét the faith of our fir 
parents to the flain Lamb of God from the foundation of the world, 
and of all believers in all ggcs, until the Mefliah fhould come and 
die, as a facrifice for fin, che facritices of Main beafts were appoint- 
ed: and of the fkins of thefe the Lord God, either by his almight 
power, orby the miniftry of angels, made coats for the man and his 
wife ; or he inftruéted and directed themfelves to make them, 
which was an inftance of goodnefs to them, not only to provide food 
for them as before, but alfo raiment ; and which, though not rich, 
fine, and foft, yet was fubttuntial, and fuficient to protect them 
from ali the inclemencies of the weather; and as they might ferve 
to put them in mind of their fall, fo of their mortality by it, and 
of the condition fin had brought them into; being in themfelves, 
and accordiug to their deferts, like the beafts that perifth; as alfo 
they were emblems of the robe of Chrift’s righteoufnefs, and the 
garments of his falvation, to be wrought out by his obedience, fuf- 
ferings, and death: with which being arrayed, they fhould not 
me pune naked, nor be condemned, but be f{ecured from future 
mifery. 


22 Bebold, the man is become a: one of us, &c.} Some have looked 
upon what God here fay x» an irony er farcafin, upbraiding our 


firft parents with thar knowledge of good and evil, and the refemb-, 


lance thereby of the divine omnifcience they had acquired. How- 


ever, there is no irony here, but on the contrary, a mok pathetic . 
lamentation over his ruined condition, and gracious refolution to 
rturn him out of Puradife, left his vain hopes to fortify himfelf 
apainft death, by eating of th 
negleét the great falvat 
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This chapter prave: ‘all the atte! 
came into the world. “¥1 in, fimples : 
is tranfmitted to us, In Sage g - 
Creator of all things, was He ° 
the miferies which men foffey 
in eternity, were brought uporm + 
From the contents of this chapter, We may learn what a danger- 
ous thing it is to hearken to temptation of any nature whatever, 
and the necefliry we are under, at all times, to watch, in the 
ftri@tet manner, over ourfelves. All forts of miferies naturally 
Aow from fin: the one is the effect, the other the caufe. We 
have here alfo a ftriking inflance of that love which God had for 
his creatures, ever fince the beginning of time ; for no fooner had 
our firft parents offended than he propofed a remedy, in the pro- 
mife of a Redeemer, who was to trample upoa the powers of 
darknefs, and at laf deftroy the kingdom of Satan. Let us 
never forget that this promife has been gracioufly fulfilled, and 
that as Chrif has been manifefted in the ficth, fo he is able to do 
all that was promifed . 
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C H A P. IV. 


1 The birch, cecupaiion, and religious bthaviour of Cain 
and -lbel, 8 The murder of Abi!, and ihe arraignment 
and curfe of Cain for it. 17 Ensch born; the firfl city 
built; the generations of Cain. 1g Lamech and his 
two wives. 25 Thebirth of Scth and Enos. 


A 


ND Adam knew Eve his wife ; and fhe con- 
ceived, and bare Cain, and faid, I have gotten 


_ aman from the Lokp. 


2 And fhe again bare his brother Abel. And Abel 
was a keeper of iheep, but Cain was a tiller of the 
ground. 

3 And in procefs of time it came to pafs, that 
Cain brought of the fruit of the ground an offering 
untothe Lory. 

4 And Abel, he alfo brought of the firftlings of his 
flock and of the fatthereof. And the Lokp had re- 
{peét unto Abel and to his offering : : 

§ But .unto Cain and to his offering he had not 
refpe€t, And Cain was very wroth, and his coun- 
tenance fell. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

i aud Adam kneaw bis wife.] Some Jewith writers are of opinion, 
efpecially Jarchi, that Adam had <soww his wife, even before he 
finned and was drove out of the garder, thinking he otherwife 
would not have obf=rved the command, « se Poeifal and mulviply 2? 
but if Adam had begotten children ina ftate of innocence, they 
(provided they had withtlood temptation) would have been free 
from fin, and not tainted with the corruption of nature after con- 
tracted ; others imagine it was thirty years after their expulfion. 

d have gittien a man from the Lord.) A bieffing or gift from him, 
as children are: fome render it, « 1 have goteen aman, the Lord;” 
that promifed feed that thould break the ferpent’s head ; by which it 
appears, that fhe rook the feed to be a divine perfon, the true God, 
even Jehovah, that fhould become man; though fhe mutt have been 
ignorant of the myttery of his incarnation, or of his taking fleth of 
a virgin, fince fhe conceived and bare Cain through her hufband’s 
knowledge cf her: however, having imbibed this notion, it is no 
wonder fhe fhould call him Cain, a p-{i/io or inheritance, fince had 
this been the cafe, fhe had caufe to rejoice; but in the event fhe 
was fadly miftaken; he proved not only to be a mere man, but a 
very bad one indeed. | : 

2 ted fhe again bare kis broker Absl, &c.] It is not faid what 
time elapfed between the birth of Cain and Abel, but perhaps the 
following year. It is che common opinion of the Jews, that with 
Abel, as with Cain, was bornatwin fifter. Abel figniff®s vamity, 
‘This name, if given from his birth, might denote the fmall efteem 
his mother had of him, in comparifon of Cain, who fhe hoped was 
to be the promifed feed: or if he was fo called, as fome have 
thought, only afier his death, his name is expreffive of that difap- 
pointment in Gain, and thois Yeaf We vanity of human life. 

3s 4 cud. fit proceft of timep teal p) Gn the end of days,’’ as 
the Hebrew text is; that is, Sebe year, or of the 
days of the week, the two ‘them an obla- 


tion to the Lord. Bf the.produce 
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s with-held : 
to the Lord, 


Hep god tiy-dblation, and performed the: other parts of worfhip, 
with ‘in God ané the premifed: Sevigar, Hes. xi. q. and with 


mility, and love. Acawnfingly God had refpe@.to 
je facrifice ; and fignified hisacceptance of it either by 
words, by fils-from the eee the facrifice, or fome 
other conipicuous mark of apptebati®h. Upon fecing Abel’s offer- 
ing accepted, and his own reje@ed, Cain is difpleafed with God, 
for the diftinciion he had made, and enraged at Abel for the pre- 
ference which was fhewn him. 

q Mfitlen dai well, frale thou uct be accepted, &c.] Here, to ap- 
peafe Cain’s wrath, God affures him that he was no refpe@er of 
perfons ; that if Cain was influenced by the fame faith and piery 
with Abel, he and his facrifice fhould be equally refpeéted ; that if 
in any ching heated conirafy to his duty to God, or charity to his 
brother, the punifhment duc to his fin was ready to overtake him; 
and thar whatever preference Abel held in religious matters, {tild, 
as the younger brother, he should be fubjeét to the elder. 

8 dad Can talked unth Abel bis érotkerj No doubtin a kind and 
friendly manner, and thereby took the advantage of him. The 
Jerafalem Targum give us aa account of what pafied between them. 
3 












| which might be on the fpot w 






Wroth ? and why is thy countenance fallen? 

: 97 ifthou doeft well, fhalt thou not be accepted P 
‘and if thou doeft not well, fin lieth atthe door. And 
‘unto thee frail be his defire, and thou fhalt rule over 
“him. : 

:. 8 @ And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and 
‘it came to.pafs when they were in the field, that Cain 
tofe up againft Abel his brother, and flew him. 

g And the Loxn faid unto Cain, Where zs Abel 
thy brother? And he faid, I know not: Am I my 
brother’s keeper ? 

10 And he faid, What haft thou done? the voice 
of thy brother’s blood crieth unto me from the 
ground. 

ir And now a7t thou curfed from the earth, which 
hath opened her mouth to receive thy brother’s 
blood from thy hand; 

12 When thou tilleft the ground, it fhall not 
henceforth yield unto thee her ftrength ; a fugitive, 
and a vagabond fhalt thou be in the earth. 

13 And Cain faid unto the Lorn, My punifh- 
ment zs greater than I can bear. 

14 Behold 


a yr se a SD Sy SOSA 
** Cain faid to Abel his brother, there isno judgment, nor judge, nor 
will a good reward be given to the righteous; nor will vengeance 
be taken of the wicked ; neither is the world created in mercy, nor 
governed in mercy; otherwife, why is thine offering received with 
good will, and mine nor?’ Abel replicd, ‘¢ There is a judgment ;’” 
and went on denying every thing Cain had advanced, that gave 
reafon why the offering of the one was rejected, and the other ac- 
cepted. 

Cain rifeup againfiAbel his brother, and flew kim.] Heaffaulted him 
ina furious manner, without any juft provocation, and took away 
his life with fome inftrament perhaps that was ufed in hufbandry, 

here they were at that time. 

Q And the Lord faid untu Cain, Where 1s Abel thy brother?] God 
now interpofes, and takes notice of the concerns of this lower 
-world, where human fociety was not fo regularly formed, as to ad- 
mit of a judicial government. “He addrefies himfelf to Cain, and 
enquires after his brother, in order to bring Cain to a convittion 
and tonfeffién of his fin, to touch his confcience with it, and fill 


{his confcience with remorfe for it; and for the aggravation of ir, 


obferves the relation of Abel his brother to him. 
And hefaid, 1 know not. The confcience of the murderer, how- 
ever, was not probed ; for without the leaft regard to God, and ap- 


‘| parently not afraid of his crime, ‘he replies in the following farcaftic 


queftion : 3 

Am I my brother's keeper ?| ‘Thus expreffing his admiration that 
God fhould put fuch a qucftion to him, fince he knew he had not 
the charge of his brother, and that he was at the age to take care 
of himfelf; and if nor, it rather belonged to God and his provi- 
dence to ‘take care of him, and not to him. This fhews him to 
be under the influence of Satan, and that he was fo blinded by 
him, .as to :forget whom he was {peaking to; that he was the om- 
nifciente God, and knew the wickednefs he had done, and the 
falfhoods he now uttered, and was able to confront him with 
both, and to infiét deferved punifhment that very moment. 

10 dad be faid, What baft thou done*] After Cain’s evafive and 
irreverent anfwer, the omnifcient Creator charges him exprefsly 
with the horrid crime.of murder, and of the murder of his own 
brother. It is in the original A/scd:, in the plural number, which 
the Jews generally underftood of the pofterity that would have de- 
{cended from Abel, had he not met an untimely diffolution. 

tz Lt fhall not henceforth yicld unto thee her firengtk.} For Adam’s 
fin, the earth had been curfed, and was not fo frnitful as in its pri- 
mogenial ftate ; and now it was curfed again for Cain’s fin; not the 
whole earth, but that part which belonged to Cain, and was culti- 
vated by-him; and fo it mutt be foppofed to be curfed, not only 
in the {pot where he had been fettied, but in every other place 


tional curfe, became fo barren, that ir did not yield fuch good 
fruits, and fuch an increafe of it, as before; it loft its native and 
vital juice, by which feed caft into it became not fo fruitful, and 
did not increafe; but inftead of this, though much pains were 
taken to manure it, and ‘much was-fown, yet it brought forth 
litde, at leaft but little to Cain, whatever ‘it did to others; and 
therefore it is faid, /dall mot yi ld unio thee; it would not turn 
much to his account, or yield much promt and increafe to him, or 
bring forth much fruit, And God faid, that he hall be banifhed 
far trom the habitation of his father, to rove through the earths 
a fugitive, avhorred of him and men! The Septuagint ren- 
der it “groaning and trembling ; the guilt of his fin lay heavy on 
his confcience, and filled him wich fuch horror and terror, that he 
was continually groaning, and-was feized with fuch a tremor, that 

ke fhook in all his limbs, and at all times.”’ a 
13 My punfhouent is greater tran d can bear, &e.] In the Orlgi~ 
nal, itis, © My fin is greater than can be forgiven,” de fpairing 
of the mercy of Gedy having no faith in the promifed ferd, and e 
the 


where he fhould come and eccupy; and which, through this addi-. 


6 And the Lorp faid unio Cain, Why art thou Before 


ARIST 


003. 


ee CAE AI EN 2 ASA SAE SITE I FI I a aL ETE CA LT a CS SEO EIR ALLOA ETI DLL, LET ALL, LO Ey, 


The cenerations of Cain. 
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Before 14 Behold, thou haft driven me out this day from 
Coe tbe face of the earth; and from thy face fhall I be 
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hid, and I fhali be a fugitive and a vagabond inthe 
earth; and it fhall come to pafs that every one that 
findeth me, fhail flay me. 

15 And the Lorn faid unto him, Therefore who- 
foever flayeth Cain, vengeance fhall be taken onhim 
feven-fold. And the Lorn fet a mark upon Cain, 
left any finding him fhould kill him. 

16 And Cain went out from the prefence of the 
Lorp, and dwelc in the Jand of Nod, on the eaft of 
Eden. 

17 @ And Cain knew his wife; and fhe conceived 
and bare Enoch: and he builded a city, and called 
the name of the city after the name of his fon 
Enoch, 

18 And unto Enoch was born Irad: and Irad be- 
gat Mehujael: and Mehujael begat Methufael : 
and Methufae] bega: Lamech. 

‘1g @ And Lamech took unto him two wives; the 
name of the one was Adat, and the name of the 
other Zillah. 

20 And Adah bare Jabal: he was the father 
of fuch as dwell in tents, and of fuch as have cat- 
tle. 

21 And his brother’s name was Jubal: he was 
the father of all fuch as handle the harp and or- 

an. 

22 And Zillah fhe alfe bare Tubal-cain, an in- 
{tru€tor of every artificer in brafs and iron: and the 
filter of Tubal-cain was Naamah. 

23 And Lamech faid unto his wives, Adah and 
Zillah, Hear my voice; ye wives of Lamech, hearken 
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the pardon of fin, through his atonement, blood, and facrifice. 
Cain recapitulates his punifhment; that he was from that day forth 
to he banifhed his native country, banijfhed God's prefence, to be- 
hpld the Shechinah of glory no more; and, that being abandoned 
of God, and become obnoxious to man, whofoever. found him 
would certainly kill him. Cain feems to have been more afraid 
of a corporeal death, than to have any concern about his foul, and 
the eternal welfare of ity or to be in: dread or fear of an eternal 
death, or future wrath. 

15 And the Lord faid unto him, &¢.} Now to allay Cain’s fears of 
bging flain, God affures him that he meant to preferve him alive 
asa monument of his indignation at murder, to deter mankind 
trom fuch horrid wickednefs ; that if any one fhould kil him, he 
fhould be punifhed ina very high degree ; and to confirm the whole, 
fet a mark upon him, to prevent any from flaying him. What this 
mark was is not faid; fome think God ftamped his forehead with 
fome mark of infamy ; others, that he blafted his face with lightning 
from the Shechinah; others, that his whole bodys but.efpecially 
his head, was immediately ftruck with fuch an inceffant i 
as made him a terror to himfelf and all fpectators. p 

1G dnd Cain awent out, &c.) 7,e. He went out from the place 
where God then refided in the fymbold of his prefence, and dwelt 
in the land a fugitive, which the original word fignifies, becaufe 
Cain wandered up and dovwn in it like a vagabond and aatcatt ; 
continuing in no one place in it, his body and mind being reftlefs 
and uneafy. Some are of opinion that it was called « Nod,” be. 
caus in every place where he went, the earth fhook under him, 
and men faid, depart from living here, this is he that flew his bro~ 
ther Abel. 

23 And Lamech faid unto bis wives, &c.] There being no ac- 
cqunt of the occafion of this fpeech, it is impoflible to determine: 
the precife meaning of it, nor is it of great importance for us to 
know it. Some have confidered this as a piece of poetry, com. 
pofed by Lamech, to be fer to mufic by-his fon Jubal, and per- 
tormed before his wives in praife of his greainefS. Others have 
imagined, thar his wives’ clamorous altercations had fo vexed La- 
mech, that he commands them to be filent; and tells them that 
their contentions had been fo hurtful to him, when old and young, 
that in marrying them he had flain a man to his wounding, and a 
young man to his hurt. Others are of opinion, that the defcend- 
ants of Cain had lived in perpetual fears that fome of the family of 
Adam might fome time take revenge upon them for the death of 
Abel, whom Cain had wickedly and inhumanly flain; and that 
Lamech here endeavours to reafon his family, and particularly his 
wives, out of their fears, in fuch words as thefe: “Have I killed a 
man to my wounding, and a young man to my hurt, as Cain did? 
No; I have done no injury to any of the other family.” If God 
promifed to pseferve Cain, and threatened powerful vengeance on 
any who fhould kill him, much more will he preferve us, and in- 
flict feventy and feven-fold vengeance on any who fhould flay La- 
mech, or any of his family. z 


26 Then began men to call on the name of the Lord.) i. ¢. The pro- 
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unto my {peech: for [ have flaina man to my wound-_Bebve 


ing, and ayvoung manio my hurt: 

24 If Cain fhall be avenged feven-fold, truly La- 
mech feventy and feven fold, 

25 G And Adam knew his wife agsin: and fhe 
bare a fon, and called his name Seth: for God, 
aid fre, hath appointed me another feed inftead of 
Abel, whom Cain flew. 

26 And io Seth, to him alfo there was born a fon; 
and he called his name Enos: then began men to 
call upon the name of the Lorn. 


C H A P. 


1 The genealogy, age and death of Adam, 6 Seth, 9 
Enos, 12 Ca:nan, 15 Mahalcel, 18 Jared, 21 Enoch, 
who istranflated, 25 Methufelah, 28 Lamcch, 32 and 
Nosh. 


Vv. 


HIS zs the book of the generations of Adam. 
In the day that God created man in the likc- 
nefs of God made he him; 

2 Male and female created he them; and bieffed 
them, and called their name Adam, in the day when 
they were created. 

3 And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, 
and begat a@ fon in his own likenefs, after his image; 
and called his name Seth : 

4 And the days of Adam, after he had begotten 
Seth, were eight hundred years, and he begat fons 
and daughters: 

5 And all the days that Adam lived, were nine 
hundred and thirty years: and: he died. 
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feffors of the true religion, defcended from Seth or others, feeing 
the impiety and wickednefs that abounded among the Cainites, be- 

now to meet more frequently, and in larger affemblies, for the 
public and folemn worfhip of God on the fabbath, and on other 
occafions. * 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV, 


Two remarkable charaters are reprefented jn this chapter. 
Cain are difplayed all the ill effects of envy and jealoufy. He 
came to God with a grudging heart, and cffered his facrifice 
with reluctance; not confidering, that all he enjayed was the 
unmerited gift of his benevolent Maker. On the other hand, 
Abet came before God with a heare cloathed with humility and 
fenfible of his dependance upon him. He, as St. Paul fays. 
« ghrough faith offered a more excellent facrifice than Cain,’ 
and obtained witnefs that he was righteous,; but, notwithftand - 
ing his righteoufnefs, was ¢ pl. ruelty of his 
brother who flew endured 
all the tormenty 
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words feem to agree with the firft cHapter, and imply as much as if 
it had been faid, that, “ 2s Adam was created in the image of God,”” 
fo his fon, (or pofterity) was formed in his image; a rational, mo- 
ral, human creature, like rhe father. 

5 And all the days that Adam hued, were nine bundred and thirty 
years, and be died.) “Adam, from the firft moment he had eaten the 
forbidden fruit, became liable to death; but nine hundred and 
thirty years elapfed before it was a@tually inflitted. During that leng 
interval, Adam, it is reafonable to believe, had begotten many 
more children than thofe recorded by Mofes. By his own banifh- 
ment from Paradife, by Cain’s murder of his brother Abel, and by 
the apoftacy, idolatry, and wickedncfs of the greateft part of his 
offspring, he had felt in himfelf, and beheld in his pelerie Te 
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6 @ And Seth lived an hundred and five ycars, and 
begat Enos: 

7 And Seth lived after he begat Enos eight hun- 
dred and feven years, and begat fons and daughters: 

8 And all the days of Seth were nine hundred and 
twelve years :7and he died. 

g@ And Enos lived ninety years,and begat Cainan: 

10 And Enoslived after he begat Cainan eighthun- 
dred and fifteen years, and begat fons and daughters : 

11 And all the days of Enos were nine hundred 
and five years: and he died. 

12 @ And Cainan lived feventy years, and begat 
Mahalaleel : 

13 And Cainan livedafter he begat Mahalaleel eight 
hundred and forty years, and begat fonsand daughters: 

14 Andall the davs of Cainan were nine hundred 
and ten years: and he died. 

15 I And Mahalaleel lived fixty and five years, 
and begat Jared: 

16 And Mahalaleel lived after he begat Jared eight 
hundredand thirty vears,and begat fonsand daughters: 

17 And ail the days of Mahalaleel were eight hun- 
dred ninety and five years: and he died. 

18 @ And Jared lived an hundred {fixty and two 
years, and he begat Enoch: 

1g And Jared lived after he begat Enoch eight 
hundred years, and begat fons and daughters : 

20 And all the days of Jared were nine hundred 
fixty and two years: and he died. 

21 © And Enoch lived fixty and five years, and 
begat Methufelah : 

22 And Enoch walked with God after he begat 
Methufelah three hundred years, and begat fons 
and daughters : 


PRE SESS SA PS ERT 


fatal effects of his difobedience. At laft, wearied and worn out with 
a life of affli€tion and forrow, he refigns his body to its original dutt : 
while his foul, we may believe was, through faith in the promifed 
Deliverer, raifed tothe Paradife above, where ‘ there is no more 
death, neither forrow nor crying, nor any more pain.” 

6 Seth lived an hundred and five yours, and brgat kn.s.] Without 
doubche had other children before, as we know Adam had Cain and 
Abel before he begat Seth. But Mofes doth no: mention them, it 
being his defign to fet down only thofe perfons by whom the line of 
Noah was derived from Seth. : 

8 And all the duys of Scth <vercy &c.] Weare told in chap. iv. ver. 
26, that in the days of Seth men began to call upon the name of 
the Lord ; and we are told by the Arabians and Jews, that Seth 
was a holy’man, that he made excellent laws for the regulation of 
his family ; and that, before his death, he adjured his children by 
the blood of Abel, not to mix with the race of Cain, left God fhould 
deftroy them for ever. OP Nests : 

U1 dnd all the days of Exo $e] We are-told hy the Arabic writ- 
cr that he was'n prince, and ‘gor ‘bis le according to the 
itricteit gales of equity ; and that when his ee wv nigh, he alfo 
fent fords relations, and exhorted thein ix with the im- 
pious gace of Cain, for his father’s reaftmir 

r8"Exoch.| The Arabians téprefent him alf@ ag a very learned 
many 2 prophet, and {killed in altronamy. The Geeks anciently 
had ‘the fame sotions of hint: and he was the Igwe perfon whom 
ey eelled Arias, as Eufebius informs us. “ a 
Begar Meothufelah.} Methufelah lived til 
3 whence it is conjectured that being ; 
& fprciceing the deftruGtion that wis coming 3apon the earth, 
Bately after the death of this fon, ‘calicd him Methufelah, 
amports, He diczh, and the emiffion (viz. of waters) cometh. 
cb walke!’ with God, &c.] It is very remarkable that the 
of Enoch to heaven hould be handed down by tradition, 
ong Turksand Arabians, bat even among the barbarian 
ho never knew the afe of letters. The apoftle confirms 
count of his being tranflatedto heaven, and Jude fays, 
that he prophefied of the'end-¢fgha@rorld. 

29 Nine nindied fixty and nite’ yeit!s, &c.] The Jews have a tra- 
dition, that no man ever lived a thoufand vears, and the reafon they 
aifign for it is, that in the fight of Goda thoufand vears are as one 
day; and that as Gcd confiders a thoufand years as one day, fo no 
man is permitted to live folong. He lived, however, longer than 
any perfon whom we find mentioned in the facred fcripture; and 
what is ftill more remarkable, he died the fame year that the deluge 
happened, All the Arabian and Jewith writers tell us, that he died 
fome months before the flood; fo that he was taken away from the 
evil that followed. 

28 Lamech, &c.| Not Lamech mentioned chap. iv. he was of the 
family of Cain; this was defcended from Seth. 

29 Called hit name Nea, &c.| Which fignifies reft or comfort, and 
Sere by Lamech to his fon, becaufe he was to be acomfort and 
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23 And all the days of Enoch were three hundred 
fixty and five years: 

24 And Enoch walked with God: and he was not; 
for God took him. 

25 % And Methufelah lived an hundred eighty 
and {even years, and begat Lamech : 

26 And Methufelah lived after he begat Lamech 
feven hundred cighty and two years, and begat fons 
and daughters: . 

27 Andall the days of Methufelah were nine huns 
dred fixty and nine years: and he died. 

28 % And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and 
two years, and begat a fon: 

29 And he called his name Noah, faying, This 
fame ghall comfort us concerning our work and toil 
of our hands, becaufe of the ground which the Lorp 
hath curfed. 

30 And Lamech lived after he begat Noah five 
hundred ninety and five years, and begat fons and 
daughters: 

31 And all the days of Lamech were feven hun- 
dred feventy and feyen ycars: and he died. 

32 & And Noah was five hundred years old: and 
Noah begat Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 


CHAP. VI. 


1 The wickednefs of the world, which provoked God's 
wrath, and caufed the flood. 8 Noah findcth grace, 
being juft and upright. 14 The order, form, and end 
of the ark. 


A ND it came to pafs, when men began to mul. 
uply on the face of the earth, and daughters 
were born unto them, 


2 That 





relief in their laborious employments. Some pretend, that Lamech 
expected that his fon was the promifed feed which was to break the 
ferpent’s head; but the latter part of the verfe fufficiently indicates, 
that this confolation was of an inferior kind: and accordingly the 
Jewith interpreters expound it, of his helping to make their labour 
eafy in tilling the earth. If we refer the laft words of the verfe, 
‘the ground which the Lord hath curfed,”’ to the deluge which 
Enoch had foretold, Noah may be called their comforter, as he was 
to be the reftorer of the defolated world. 

32 Shem, Hany and Fapheth.| Though Japheth was eldeft, Shem 
is here mentioned firft on account of his dignity, in being preferred 
by Ged before his brethren; and as God often gave demonftration 
that he would not be confined to the order of nature in the difpofal 
of’ his favours, but frequently beftowed them upon the younger 
children; fo the f{criptures as frequently overlook the feniority of 
their birth, and have refpe@ principally to their excellence. Thus 
Abraham is mentioned hefore Nahorand Haran, Jacob before Efau, 
Ifaac before Ifhmael, and Ephraim before Manaffeh, &c. &c. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. V. 


This chapter points out the long lives of the patriarchs and the 
{mall number of them. What variety of wonders muft thefe men 
have feen during lives that lafted fo many years! In the fecond 
place, there being fo few mentioned fhould ferve to convince us 
of how little account the greateft men are in the fight of Ged. 

~ We have little more left than their names, and indeed how many 
millions of names are now fwallowed up in oblivion, Hai py if 
while we are forgotten of men, we are remembered of God, and 
our names found written in his book. ‘There they will fhine with 
a more confpicuous luftre than in the moft pompous oration, or if 
the beit finifhed hiftory. Laftly, we are told that they died. 
Let us live ever fo long, death comes at laf. It isa river we 
have all to crofs, and nothing but the infinite mercy of God can 
carry us over. Bifhop Taylor tells us of a very learned man, 
who, in his advanced years, happened to be reading this chapter, 
and‘when he found they all died, he exclaimed, O time, how 
vain artthou! henceforth fhall my mind be fixed on eternity. 
We fhould alfo take notice in this chapter, that with regard to 
genealogy the firft born of each perfon is not always mentioned, 
and that Mofes feems to have put down entire years without 
taking notice of odd months and days. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on Chap. VI 


t Mer began to multiply, &c.] When we confider the prodigious 
length of men’s lives, and that they began to beget children as early 
and left off as late in proportion as they do.now, the number of in- 
habitants before the flood will appear to be immenfe. Accordingly, 
feverat have fhewn, from very moerate computations, that there 
were at leait one hundred thoufand millions of fouls, that is, near 
twenty times as many as there are at prefent upon our earth. 

2 The 
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2 That the fons of God faw the daughters of men 
that they were fair; and they took them wives of ail 
which they chole. . 

' 3 And the Loxnp faid, My fpirit fhall not always 
ftrive with man, for thathe alfo7s flefh: yet his da; s 
fhall be an hundred and twenty years. 

4 There were giants in the earth in thofe days; 
and alfo after that, when the fons of God came in 
unto the daughters of men, and they bare children to 
them, the fame decame mighty men which were of old, 
men of renown. 

5 And God faw that the wickednefs of man was 
greatin the earth, and that every imagination of the 
thoughts of his heart «xs only evil continually. 

- 6 And it repented the Loxp that he had made man 
on the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 

7 And the Lorn faid, I will deftroy man whom I 
have created from the face of the earth; both man, 
and beaft, and the creeping-thing, and the fowls of 
the air: for it repenteth me that I have made them. 

& % Bat Noah found grace in the cyes of the Lorn. 

g Uhefe are the generations of Noah: Noah was a 





2 The fons of Ged, &c.] By this term is underftood the children 
of Seth, and, by the daughters of men, the daughters of Cain, who 
were immerfed in wickednefs, and abandoned to every vier. Pence 
the fenfe of the verfe will be, that the children of Seth contrasted aa 
alliance with the daughters of Cain, and joined in mankind's uni- 
verfal corruption. 

3 My fpirit fhall nt always Prive with many i.e. Twill not foffer 
my laws and admonitions to be any Jonger tiampled upon. God 
always confiders men «s moral agents, and therefore he makes ufe of 
every method that has any tendency to convert a rational being froin 
the evil of his way. This, in the beautiful fcriptural Janguage, is 
called, drawing them with the cords of a man, with the bands of 
love. Thefe are the ftrings of his Spirit, the ftruggles of his good- 
nefs, exerting itfelf in unwearied efforts to reclatm mankind from 
their extreme perverfenefs and folly. 

Yer his days hall be an butdred and twenty years} Asif he had faid, 
Though the wickednefs of man is great, yet I will allow him one 
hundred and twenty years for repentance. 

4. There were giants, &c.] The Hebrew word, tranflated giav's, 
fignifies men abandoned to all manner of wickednefs, as well as fuch 
as were diftinguithed by their enormous ftature and bulk. 

5 That every imagination uf the thoughts, &c.] We are not to take 


_this fo ftri€tly, as to think no one good thought had ever entered 


into the heart of any manin that age. The worft man that ever 
lived had fome good difpofitions, however tranfient and fhort-lived. 
Bat this emphatical defcription of the antediluvian wickednels fig- 
nifies, that mankind were chen arrived at the highelt depravity, 
both in principle and praétice. In P/alm xiy. 3. and lili. 4. we have 
parallel inftunces. 

6 Aad it repented the Lord, &c.] All things whatever, paft, prefent, 
and future, lie open at once to the view of the Divine Mind; and, 
therefore, that he is immutable fm his counfels, and cannot repent, 
is one of the plaineft dictates both cf natural and revealed religion : 
for he is nota man, that he fhould repent. So thatthe expreflion of 
God’s repenting, grieving, and the like, are only figurative, and 
adapted to the weaknefs of our comprehenfions; fignifying not any 
change in God himfelf, but only a difference in the event with re- 
gard to us. ‘Thus good parents and princes, without any change in 
themfelves, encourage or difcourage their refpective children or fub- 
jects, according as they change their behaviour for the better or the 
worfe. Thus laws themfelves, which can have no affection, nor 
change of affection, towards one perfon or another, yer vary their 
effet, themfelves remaining unvaried. Thus when it is here faid, 
Ged repenied, &c. the meaning is, that he was refolved to alter his 
condu; and as man, when they repent of any thing, endeas our to 
nndoit, fo was the Almighty determined to deftroy man, whom he 
had created ; as the following words thew. 

q Lwill defirip—buh man and beaf, &c.] Secing that God had 
made the beafts for the fervice and delight of man, it was juft that 
they fhould perith with him, asa part of the goods and inheritance 
which he had forfeited tothe giver. Nor can God be charged with 
injuftice or cruelty in their deftruction, fince, with refpect to the in- 
nocent animals themfelves, it is no more a punifhment than a natural 
death ; itis only a recalling that temporary breath which Ged him- 
felf had given. And asthe recalling at that time ferved to render 
this example of the divine feverity againft fin the more fignal and 

tremendous to future ages. we may venture to affirm, it anfwered 
the purpofes of God’s moral government, even better thanif he had 
faved them by miracle from the commonwreck. And confidered in 
this light, it isfo far from being an imputation upon his juftice, that 
it is rather an act of mercy: for whatever tends to reclaim inconfi- 
derate moytals from theit infatuation in counteraéting the laws 
which infinite wifdom has devifed to raife them to happinefs, is an 
a& of great benevolence and mercy. 
8 Fount grace, &ce} i.e. Obtained grace and favour, which is 
noted to fhew, that Noah was fo far guilty of the common corrup- 


Pyro ake 5258 
juft man and perfect in his generations, 
walked with God. 

10 And Noah begat three fons, Shem, 
Japheth. 

17 The earth alfo was corrupt befure 
the earth was filled with violence. 

rz And God looked upon the carth, and, behold, 
it was corrupt; for ell flefh had corrupted bis way 
upon the earth. 

#3 And God faid unto Noah, Vhe end of all Icth 
is come before mc; for the carth is filled with vio- 
lence through them; and, behold, 1 will deftroy 
them with the earth. 

14 9 Make thee an ark of gopher wood ; rooms 
fhalt thou make in the ark, and fhalt pitch it within 
and without with pitch. 

15 And this /s fhe fafhion which thou fhalt make 
itof: the length of the ark /hall be three hundred 
cubits, the breadth of it fifiv cubits, and the height 
of it thirty cubits. 

16 A window fhalt thou make to the ark, andina 
cubit fhale thou finifh itabove; and the door of the 
ark 
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tion of human nature, thar he needed Ged s greece ind merev to par- 
don him. When pardoned, he wasexempred from the general fen~ 
tence; and having obrained turgivenefs chrouvh faith, the flood that 
covered the world had no more power againit him, than che flame 
which hall diffolve the Clements will have to hart thofe who fhall 
at Jat be found fincere penitents and believers. 

g Asahi acasa jut ma) He Sived inan age that was entirely de- 
praved; when all fich had corrupted its ways, and there were bur 
feven perfons befides himfelf leit, who were fervants of God, and 
lovers of righteoufnefs: and yet, notwith? anding this univerfal de- 
generacy, beheld how untouched he ftood, and what a charaéter he 
bore! Will any man, after this, pretend tiat it is impoflible to 
withitind the influence of ill example, and to live upto the princi- 
ples of religien and virtue, among thoufands, and ten thoufand 
times ten thoufands, that treat them with indignation? 

fa hus gencracionsy &c.) Vhis fentence has a very tignificant mean- 
ing. It gives usa right notion of the juttice aferibed tu Nouh ; 
that he was juft, not in an abfolute, but if a comparative fen, 
namely, that he was a very extraordinary man, confidering the kate 
of religion and virtue in thofe times, when the world was fo uni- 
verfally wicked. He was not one of thofe who kept fome com- 
mandments, and broke others; but he was a man of exact integrity 
and uniform obedience. 

11 The earth alfa was corrupt—and filled with viclener.] It is fup- 
pofed the corruption here mentioned refers particularly to the im- 
piety and irreligion of that age; that men had thrown off all reve- 
rence of the Supreme Being: were cither grofs idolaters, or quite 
profane and atheiftical. And the earth’sbeing filled with violence, 
plainly points tu thofe notorious aéts of oppreiiioa and injultice that 
were generally committed or authorized by the great, and even 
countenanced by the judges, who, inflcad of being redreflers of 
wrong, were become the patrons of iniquity : fo that their deftruc- 
tion was inevitable. = 

12 All fifo had corrupted hie way, &e.) God's patience did not 
expire till he faw thatthe wickednefs of man was grown great upon 
the earth, and that all flefh had corrupted his way; nor till it was 
neceffary to drown the world to cleanfe it, and to deftroy mankipd 
to reform it, by beginning a new world upon the only righteous 
family that was left of all the Jaft generation of the old onc... 

13 The end ofall fi. is come, Red ik e The time of deftruction is 
athand. So the prophet exprefles himfelf, in duos vili, 2. « The 
end is come @pon my people Ifrael.’” Ne 

14 Make thee ax ark} The ark was of the cyprefs tree, which 
abounded in the parts of Affyria about Bibylon. Alexauder bust 
a navy of thefe trees, for that there was great plenty of them 4n 
the country of Affyria, but a fearcity of other timber fit for makejpe 
fhips. This wood is faid to be very fit for the purpofe, vs Beng 
lefs liable to rot than any other timber. For which reaforf the 
Egy ptian farcophagi. for preferving the bodies of their d&ad hic- 
roes were made of thi: timber, mo 

Rooms, &c.] i.e. Little cabins, or.cells, to fever the béats from 
the birds, the clean beaits from the anclean, and to preferve their 
feveral forts of food, &c. &e. 

16 The lengt® f we atk frude be three f cdentivy the breath of it 
Efiy cubits, cud the herhr of at tury cubic.) Therefore agreeable to 
the common ftandard of one foot anda halfroa cubit. the ark will 
be four hundred and fifty feet long, feventy-five broad, aad rorty- 
five feet high. Bur fome make it more, every cubit, according to 
the Egyptian meafurement, confitting of twenty-one inches, and 
eiyht hundred and cighty-eight decimals. 

16 A window] By this, fome underftand, one great window, 
avhich dogs not exclude other Ieffer ones. But others, with more 
renfon, underftand lights in general; nor was this the only ufe-of 
windows, but to give air too to all the creatures inthe ark = And 
it will be hard to conccive how onc window could anf ver both thefe: 
ends, efpecially when we confider that the ark had three ftories. 
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cond, and third fiorzes fhale thou make ir. 

17 And, behold, I, even I, do bring a flood of 
waters upon the earth, to deftroy all fleth, wherein 
is the breath of life, from under heaven; and every 
thing that zs in the earth fhall dic. 

18 But with thee will I eftablifh my covenant; and 
thou fhalt come into the ark, thou, and thy fons, and 
thy wife, and thy fons’ wives with thee. 

“19 And of every living thing of all flefh, two of 
every fort {halt thou bring into theark, to keep them 
alive with thee; they fhall be male and female. 

20 OF fowls after their kind, and of cattle after 
their kind, of every creeping thing of the earth after 
his kind, two of every fort thall come unto thee, 
to keep them alive. 

a1 And take thou unto thee of all food that is 
eaten, and thou fhalt gather 7 to thee; and it fhall 
be for food for thee, and for them. 

22 Thus did Noah; according to all that God 
commanded him, fo did he. 


CHAP. VII. 


1 Noah receiveth command frem God, 7 and entereth in- 
to the ark with his family and the huing creatures. 
10 The beginning of the flood as foon as they are entered. 
17 Its continual encreafe for forty days. 21 All flefh 
is deftroyed by it. 24 Its duration. 





Therefore thefe words, chap. viii. 6. “© Noah opened the window 
of the ark,” as if it had but one, might be beteer rendered, one of 
the windows, or a window. 

In a cubit fralt thou finyfh it above.| That isy when thou fhalt have 
made all the reft of the ark, thou fhalt then finith it by making 
thereto a cover alfo, which fhall rife thelving, in order to throw off 
the rain; and in fuch proportion, as that the top of the roof or cover 
fhall rife above the fides of the ark: but one cubit, or a foot anda 
half. Others under{tand it of the main window, which was to be 
raifed a cubit above the roof of the ark. 

17 Defers all fif, &c.} That the deluge was univerfal, is, from 
thefe words, an incontrovertible fat. 

18 Bue with thee will L eflabl jp my covenant,| Which was made 
with Noah at this time, though not expreffed ; viz. that on his mak- 
ing an ark as God directed him, and going into it at his command, 
he would preferve him whilft building it, from the rage of wicked 
men, and fave him and his family in it, when the flood fhould come ; 
and that they fhould come fafe out of it, and re-people the world, 
which fhould be no more deftroyed by a flood ; for this covenant 
refpeas that after mentioned, chapter ix. the promife of the Metliah, 
who fhould fpring from him, tor the fulfilment of which Noah 
and his family were fpared 5 and this in every article God would 
confirm, of which he might be affured from his power, veracity’, 
and faithfulnefs. . 

And then fhalt Gime into é arky} At which timeethe covenant 
would begin more clearly ‘to be eftablitheds and more plainly to be 
fulfille®*; Noah on the one hand brigg obp@tent’to th: divine will, 
bavjng builean ark, and entering into it; om the other, God giving 


hit Ieave, and an order to enter into it, and fhutting him in icto 


rye him and his family. 

bow and thy fins, avd thy aife, and thy fons” wives with thee.} 
; Noah and his wife, and his fons, and their wives, in all eight 
ons; and cight only, as the apoltle Pever obferweas'# Per. iii. 20. 
this it appears that Noah’s three fons were m ed before the 
a, bur had no childrenas yet, . 
ig Pave cf every fort, &c.) Phat is, of unclean béafts, chap. vii. 2. 
Tao of every fort foull came unto thee, &c.] We read in the 
ming verfe, “‘ two of every fort fhalt thoubring into the ark.” 
Rh, Jeft Noah should think impoffible, is explained in thefe 
verte they fhall come unto thee ;"’ viz. by the care of God 
who fide them, and by inftin@ moved them to it; or perhaps the 
miniftry¥if angels was employed itbringing them into the ark. 

22 So did be.]_ Notwithftsading the work of building the ark 
was laborious, cotly, tedious, and feemingly foolith and ridiculous, 
efpeciaily when ali things continued in the Jame pofture and fatcry 
for fuch numbers of years together. Noah without doubt was, du- 
ring this period, the fport and {corn of all thofe who did not believe 
what God had foretold. So that it is not ftrange that this is men 
tioned as an heroic a of faith in Noah, whereby he humbly went 
on in the work God had ordered him to do. Hed. xi. a 












_ GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VI. 

This chapter proves the faying of the apoftie, ¢* Evil communications 
corrupt good manners,” for the deluge, no doubt, was incurred 
by the marriages of the children of Seth with: thofe of Cain. 
‘Thus we find how dangerous an intercourfe is with the wicked ; 


all thy houfe into the ark; for thee have I 
feen righteous before me in this generation, : 

2 Of every clean beaft thou fhalt take to thee by 
fevens, the male and his female: and of bealts that 
are not clean by two, the male and his female. 

3 Of fowls alfo ofthe air by fevens, the malc and 
the female; to keep feed alive upon the face of all 
the earth. 

4 For yet feven days, and I will caufe it to rain 
upon the earth forty days and forty nights; and every 
living fubflance that I have made will I deftroy 
from off the face of the earth. 

5 And Noah didaccording unto all that the Lorn 
commanded him. 

6 And Noah was fix hundred years old when the 
flood of waters was upon the earth, 

7 @ And Noah went in, and his fons, and his wife, 
and his fons’ wives with him, into the ark, becaufe 
of the waters of the flood. . 

8 Of clean beafts, and of beafts that ave not clean, 
and of fowls, and of every thing that creepeth upon 
the earth, 

g There went in two and two unto Noah into the 
ark, the male and the female, as God had command- 
ed Noah. 

10 2 And it came to pafs after feven days, that 
the waters of the flood were upon the earth. 

; ai In 
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how frequently it leads to divine wrath. We are alfo taught 
in this chapter, how God takes care of thofe who fear him. The 
chara@er of Noah is exceedingly inftruétive ; he cheerfully obeys 


his God, who, at this critical junéture, was his ‘* Refuge and 
Strength, a very prefent help introuble.” Pfalm. Ivi. 1. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VU, 


1 The Lord faid, &c.} This was when the ark was finifhed and 
furnifhed, and the time expired. Come, that is, prepare to enter. 
The invitation comes from within the ark. Ty Aou/e, that is, thy 
family ; which confifted only of eight perfoas, Noah and his three 
fons, and their four wives: each had but one wife. If ever poly- 
gamy had been allowed, it muit have been now, for the re-peopling 
of the perifhing world. Righteous, that is, by faith, producing all 
the fruits of rightcoufnefs and trae holinefs, Befere- me, that isy 
not only before men and feemingly, but really, and to my all-feeing 
eye. 

2 Of-every clean beaff by fevens, &c.] This diftin€tion of beafts 
into clean and unclean, with regard to their being eaten, was not 
eftablifhed till the giving of the law to the Ifraelites. But with re- 
gard to their being offered in facrifice, it is evident from this, that 
at obtained before the flood, and, it is natural to believes was pointed 
out by God to mankind, from his first inflitution of facrifice. Of 
the clean beafts Noah was to take fever seven, as it isin the original, 
that is, feven couple: becaufe they were to be offered in facrifice 
when he came our of the ark, and were thenceforth to be given to 
man forfood. Gen. ix. 3. 

3 Uf fowls, &c.] i.e. Of clean fowls: and of the unclean by 
two; as before of the beaits. To kecp feed alive, in e. The breed of 
them. ; 

4 far yet feven days, &e.}) i. ce. Within feven days, which time 
God had allowed to the world as a further fpace of repentance and 
accepting of mercy to their fouls, though their bodies were doomed 
to death, whereof Noah doubtlefs gave them due watning. 

5 Lord comn.andrd him.) This is repeated, becaufe an inftance 
of his faith and obedience. How free from diftra€tion that mind, 
which enly has toknow the will of God, and then to perform it! 

7 Noah cuernt—inia the ark, becaufe of the waters of the flead.} 
Now taking his lat look of all the multitudes with whom he had 
lived, how muft he be affected at their ruin: a profpedct of diftrefs, 
only fupportable by the teftimany God gave to che faithful difcharge 
of his duty, in declaring to them, what God in mercy required 
him to make them acquainted with! 

Q There event in tvo and tava unta Noah ints the ark, the male 
and the female.) They went voluntarily, peg, imprefled with an 
inftin& from God fo todo; or by the miniftry of angels, as obferved 
on chap. vi. 20. there were two of a forts fome think four, and of 
fome feven, or feven couple. 

at God bad commanded Noah.| This refpeéts his own and his fa- 
mily’s entrance and the creatures; both were commanded by God, 
and attended to by Noah, who in all things was obedient. 

to The avaters of the fied were upon the earth.} ive. They be- 
gan tobe upon the carth; for it continued to rain from hence forty 
days and forty nights; and {till the waters continued to increafe, 
and it was an hundred and filty days before they beganto diminith. 
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Before 11 In the fix hundredth year of Noah’s life, in 
the fecond month, the feventeenth day of the 


month, the fame day were all the fountains of the 
great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven 
were opened. 

12 And the rain was upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights. 

13 In the felf-fame day entered Noah, and Shem, 
and Ham, and Japheth, the fons of Noah, and 
Noah’s wife, and the three wives of his fons with 
them, into the ark; 

14 They, and every beaft after his kind, and all 
the cattle after their kind, and every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth after his kind, and 
every fowl after his kind, every bird of every fort. 

15 And they went in unto Noah into the ark, two 
and two ofall flefh, wherein zs the breach of life. 

16 And they that went in, went in malc and female 
of all flefh, as God had commanded him: and the 
Lorp fhut him in. 

17 @ And the flood was forty days upon the 
earth; and the waters increafed, and bare up the 
ark, and it was lift up above the earth. 

18 And the waters prevailed, and were incrcafed 
greatly upon the earth; «and the ark went upon the 
face of the waters. 

1g And the waters prevailed exceedingly upon 
the earth; and all the high hills, that were under 
the whole heaven, were covered. , 

20 Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail ; 
and the mountains were covered. 

21 @ And all flefh died that moved upon the 
earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and ot beaft, 
and of every crecping thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, aud every man: 





11 All the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows +f 
heaven were obened.| We fhould remember, that in the midft of 
the work of the creation, when God caufed the dry land to ap- 
pear, the waters under the heaven were gathered together under 
one place, Gexz. i. g. or as the Pfalmift inftrudts us, that God 
younded the carth upon the feas, and eflablifhed it upon the floods, 
Pyaliz xxiv. 2. Now the eruption of fo immenfe a body of water 
as is laid up in that capacious ftorehoufe the centre of the earth, 
(efpecially when we add to this the other caufe afligned by the hif- 
torian, that the waters above the firmament came down to join thofe 
below, when the windows or fluices of heaven opened, and the 
waters fell upon the earth, not in ordinary fhowers, but in floods 
@r cataracts) certainly will afford a fupply fufiicient to effect an pni- 
verfal deluge. And fince the waters, we know, in the time of the 
ehxos, did cover the earth, fo that nothing of it could be feen, rill 
God was pleafed to make the feparation, there is no reafon to ima- 
gine why, upon a proper occafion, and at the will and forthe fer- 
vice of God, they fhould not be able to refume their former ftation, 
and cover the earth as before. 

12 The rain was, Sc.] How very flow does the juftice of God 
here proceed, but how fure and irrefiftible. The great rain was 
God’s teltimony to Noah’s meflages to mankind, and the gradual 
manner in which it came in the courfe of forty days, without inter- 
miffion, was God’s Jaft call to the world to repent; and that mercy 
which made juftice move fo flowly, affuredly ftood ready to receive, 
as at the eleventh ‘hour, every penitent that truly turned to God, and 
caft itfelf upon his mercy, through that Mediator firft promifed to 
Adam, believed in by Abel, Enoch, and all the faithful, and fo 
long and fo much in vain preached by Noah, before the deluge. 

13 The felf-fame day entered Noab, &c.] i. e. On which the flood 
began: not in the dark, like one afhamed or afraid, but when it was 
clear day-light, in public view of the world. 

14 They and every bird after his kind, &c.] The fir word figni- 
ties the greater, the fecond the leffer fort of every kind of birds. 

15-They awent—into the ark, two and two of all fish, &c.| That is, 
male and female of all living creatures went voluntarily intothe ark. 

16 The Lord fut him in.) i. e. Shut the door upon him. 

17 The fod, &c.| The flood of waters which was poured down, 
increafed, by the acceflion of more waters from above and bencath, 
and accordingly became a tremendous deluge. 

19 And the waters prevailed-exceedingly upon the earth; and all the high 
hulls, that were under the auhile heaven, were covered.| hele words 
not only clearly prove the univerfality of the deluge, but alfo fully 
confute the opinion, that the face of the earth, before the deluge, 
was fmooth, regular, and uniform; and that the rocks and moun- 
tains, which every where now appear, are owing to the violent 
concuffions which then happened, and are nothing clfe but the ruins 
and fragments of the old world. ‘That this deluge was not partial, 
is alfo turther evident, becaufe in every part of the known world 

4 


22 Allin whofe noftrils was the breath of life, of , Before 
all that tas in the dry land, dicd. a 


2g And every living fubliance was deftroved 
which was upon the face of the ground, both man, 
and cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl! of 
the heaven; and they were deftroved from the 
earth: and Noah only remained adive, and they that 
were with him in the ark. ° 

241 And the waters prevailed upon the earth an 
hundred and fifty davs. 


CHAP. VIII. 


1 The waters affuage. 4 The era refech on Araret. 
Noah fendeth out z raven and a dove. 
as dried. 15 Noah, being commanded, goth forth of 
the ark. _ 20 He budeth analiar, and ofereth facri- 
fice, which God acerpteth, and promiyan tu curfe the 
. ay . oS 
carih no more. 
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13 The earth 


N D God remembered Noah, and every living 

thing, and all the cattle that was with him in 

the ark: and God made a wind to pafs over the 
earth, and the waters affuaged ; 

2 The fountains alfo of the deep and the windows 


of heaven were flopped, and the rain from heaven 
was reftrained ; 


3 And the waters returned from off the earth con- 


tinually: and after the end of the hundred and tifty 
days the waters were abated. 

4 @ And the ark refted in the feventh month, on 
the feventeenth day of the month, upon the moun- 
tains of Ararat. : 

5 And the waters decreafed continually until the 
tenth month: in the tenth month, on the tirft day af 
the month, were the tops of the mountains feen. 

6Ele 
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there are certain records and traditions of it. ‘The Americans, the 
Chinefe, (the moft diftant people of Aflia) and the feveral notions 
of Aftica, have each their various and refpective flories concerning 
this inundation. 

20 Fifteen cubits upavard did the avartere prewaril, &eJ ne The 
depth of the water, on the tops of the higheft mountains, was 
twenty-two feet. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CIJAP. VIL 


By this chapter we are naturally Jed to confider the truth of all 
God's menaces, as well as his promifes: we are likewife taught, 
that though his judgments are fometimes flow, they are never- 
thelefs fure and unavoidable. As the wicked before the flood 
perifhed with the world, fo fhall the wicked after the flood, who 
do not repent ere it be too late. In the laft period of the old 
world, God has given proof that the earth and all thercin was 
his, and @har he could utterly deftroy the whole whenever he 
though: fit. Notice of ene hundred and twenty years was given 
of his divine intentions, that future ages might Know how.anva- 
riable his word iss 


EX LANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VUL 


1 God renembered, &c.] When this expreffion is applied to God, 
it always fighifies to regard with pity, compzailion, and mercy, to 
take care of, fuccour, or fapport; and in this paflage we may com- 
prehend all thefe benevolent ideas. : 

4 And the ark refted in the feventh mmith.] i.e. Io the beginning: 
of May, when the fummer was making its approach, and the.heat 
of the fun would help to carry off the waters, and render theaarch 


warm and dry. 

Upon the mcuntains of Ararat.) Several have been the igpinions 
with regard to the true fituation of Mount Ararat; bue moft 
confenant to reafon is, that which places it about the¥niddle of 
Armenia, near the river Araxes, The Septuagint and Syriac copies, 
which read, the mountains of Armenia, fupport this opinion. — Jo- 
fephus fays it was on the Gordycean mountains that the ark refted ; 
and the Chaldee and Arabic, which read Carda inflead of Ararat, 
confirm his hypothefis. The benevolence and wifdom of God ap- 
pears confpicuous in his choice of one of the higheft mounrains 
for the benefit of Noah and the creatures at their coming out of 
the ark; for the eminences being covered by. the waters but a 
few day's, the quantity of fediment would be inconfiderable, and the 
earth and vegetables in that fituation, not much damaged or 
changed. 

5 dn the tenth month, &c.} By this precife calculation of time, we 
fee that the antediluvians had made their calendar of years, months, 
&c, though Mofes the legiflator afterwards reformed them. 

6 £arty 


a eeremmsiiaitiataenidattienetnienihtenain ns Aiea 
Sr 2g ECTS a FAI IT NE PRES TT 


were merge 


we Teeeen Termini > 


Noah gocth out of the ak. 


IX. 


TL 


Before 


CHRIST Wat No 


2349+ 


_ parture of the raven, before he fent the dove out. 


6 © And it came to pats atthe end of forty days, 
ah opened the window of the ark whichhehad 
made: 

7 And he fent forth a raven, which went forth to 


-and fro, unul the waters were dricd up from off the 


earth. 
8 Alfo he fent forth a dove from him,to fee ifthe 
waters were abated from off the face of the ground; 
g But the dove found no reft for the fole of her 
foot, and fhe returned unto him into the ark, forthe 
waters were on the face of the whole earth : thenhe 
put forth his hand, and took her, and pulled her in 
unto him into the ark. 
10 And he ftayed yet otherfeven days; and again 
he fent forth the dove out of the ark ; 
11 And the dove came in to him in the evening ; 
and, lo, in her mouthwas an olive leaf pluckt off: fo 
Noah knew that the waters were abated from off the 
earth. 
rz And he ftayed yet other feven days; and fent 
forth the dove; which returned not again unto him 
any more. 
13 & And it came to pafs in the fix hundredth 
and firft year, in the firft month, the firft day of the 
month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: 
and Noah removed the covering ofthe ark,andlooked, 
and, behold, the face of the ground was dry. 
14 And inthe fecond month, on the feven and 
twentieth day of the month,’was the earth dried. 
15 | And God fpake unto Noah, faying, 
16 Go forth of the ark, thou, and thy wife, and thy 
fons, and thy fons’ wives with thee. 
17 Bring forth with thee every living thing that zs 
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6 Forty days, &c } i, ¢. Forty days after the tops of the moun- 
tains appeared, which was about the end of July’. : 

7 9 raven, which went toand fro, &c.} In the Hebrew it is a 
raven went forth in going forth and in returning; which implies, 
it fluttered backward and forward, or took its flight from the ark, 
and returned again. The fcent of dead carcafes, Noah knew would 
draw the raven to fome diftance, and that when the waters were fuf- 
ficiently abated, he would be fo much employed in preying as not 
to return, ‘The Vulgate. Septuagint, and Syriac, render this rerfe 
fo as to fignify that the raven went forth and did not return; and 
Bochart efpoufes this fenfe, on the authority of feveral famous rab- 
bins, chough the Chaldec, Samaritan, and Arabic fupport the pre- 
fent meaning. 

8 From him, &c.] In the Septuagint and Vulgate tranflation it is, 
after him, applying the word *‘ him’ to the raven, which preferves 
the conne¢ticn, and fhews that Noah ftaid fome time after the de- 


9g The dove found norf.J This bird is famous for flying far; and 
being fond of feéding upon the ground, itavas ft for making further 
Gifcov exies ; but finding no reft for the hollow of her’ foot, on ac- 
count.gf the flime, returned tothe ark again © ~’ 

30 dad again be fent foreh the dove cat-of the ark,| No doubt the 
fantie dove he had fent out in the preceding verfe.” 
O82 Anolice leaf, &c.| Which wai probably brought from Afiyria, 
fe country famous for olive-trees, and might be chofen preferably to 
pny other trec, hecaufe the leaves continue gteen;even under water, 
mad might not be damaged as thofe of other trees were. This branch 
ea fwficient token that the waters were departed from the lower 
founds: as the return of the dove was, that the earthwas fill wer, 
covered with vifcous mire. : 
ota des the fix hurdied:h and firfi year, &c.| i.e. OF Nouh’s life. 
covering, though taken by moft verfions for the roof, feerns 
from the original, to fignify fome loofe covering befides, 
yt of the tabernacle, which is expreffled by rhe fame Hebrew 
nd the ufe of it might probably have been to hang overthe 
Woof che ark, and be sheir defence. 
Porth of tbe ark, &e.|-Here ended Noah’s long and melan- 
choly confistement in the ark; being’ the fpace of a folar year. 

20 Ofewery chan beafts &c.} This is fo far from proving that the 
diftinétion b»tween clean and unclean beatts was made prior to the 
Mofaic law, that it ftrongly confirms the contrary. For if Mofes, in 
his compendious manner, intended to inform the Jews what beaits 
were facrificed on this occafion, he could not do it more briefiy nor 
more pisinly, than by naming them cleanor the contrary. For the 
afiociation of ideas acquired by the Jaw would immediately bring 
to their minds the fpecies thar maft have been offered in factifice, 

z2 The Lord facllat a Juveet paven.y Sweet trom the purity of 
the intention, not from the facrifice ittelf; his juftice was fatisfied, 
and the earth purged from finful men and their corrupr manners, 
and, ina fpiritual fenfe, had a {weer favour, 

Neither wi'l | aguin tmite any morr, &c.) A reference to the de- 
‘RruAion of the earth by a general conflagration ; as if he had faid, 


No. 2s 
















Wowith thee, of all flefh, ber4 of fowl, and of catile, and 
of every creeping thing that creepeth uponthe ear th 5 age 


that they may breed abundantly tn the carth, and be 
fruitful, and multiply upon the earth. 

18 And Noah went forth, and his fons, and his 
wife, and his fons’ wives with him. 

19 Every beaft, cvery creeping thing, and every 
fowl, and whatfoever creepeth upon the earth, after 
their kinds, went forth out ofthe ark. 

20 € And Noah builded an altar unte the Lokn; 
and took of every clean beaft, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. 

21 Andthe Lorn fmelled a fweet favour: and the 
Lor pfaidinhisheart, lwillnotagain curfethe ground 
any more for man’s fake; for the imagination of man’s 
heart zs evil from his youth; neither will I again {mite 
any more every thing living, as 1 have done. 

22 While the earth remaineth, feed-time and har- 
veft, and cold and heat, and fummer and winter, and 
day and night fhall not ccafe. 


C H A P. IX. 


1 God hicffeth Noah, granting him animal food, but for~ 
bidding the eating of blood, and murder. 8 God's co~ 
wecant fignified by the rainbow, 18 The carth is re~ 
peopled from Noah. 20 He planteth a vineyard, 25 
drunken, and mocked ly Canaan, whom he curfeth, and 
Bleffeth his other fons. 28 His age and death. 


N D God bleffed Noah and his fons, and faid 
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and re- 

plenifh the earth. 
2 And the fear of you and the dread of you fhall 
be 





I will no more deftroy the carth or its inhabitants by a flood, be- 
caufe I will, at the final doom, deitroy it by fire. Dr. Young has 
judicioufly cenfured both the cavillers at, and the fupporters of the 
univerfality of the dcluge. To the firft he oppofes the oracles of 
God, after the manner of our Saviour, who fays. © Ifthey will not 
hear Mofes, or the prophets, neither will they be perfuaded, 
though one rofe from the dead.” ‘The fecond he feverely reproves, 
for adopting the vain learning of the fchools, who to difplay their 
erudition, drew forth the artillery of natural caufes in dosore of 
the divine revelation, which fupplies fceptics with weapons to beat 
down the fundamentals of religion, that muft {till reft on its own 
eternal bafis. authority from od. However, not to omit giving 
fome of the ftrongeft arguments in favour of the univerfality of the 
deluge, we fee the largeft mountains of the earth in almoft every part 
of it, abounding with thells, and fkeletons of fea-fifh, and fea-mon- 
fters of all kinds, and exhibiting incenteitible monuments of the 
fpoils of the ocean every where; fecondly, if it was not to be 
univerfal, where was the occafion of an ark, the repofitory of all 
then Jiving, fince Noah might as well have been inftructed to retire 
to fome country where the flood was not to have prevailed? ‘The 
bealts might have faved themfelves by flight into remote continents, 
and the birds of the air might have fled to the remote dry grounds; 
but, indeed there are fo many rational proofs forthe univerfality, 
and fo few for the partial flood, that divine authority ttands in need 
of no fupport. : 

22 While the carth remaineth, &c.| ‘The original renders it ** As 
yet all the days of the earth, and of fowing and harveft.”". The 
Tenfe of this verfe is, that as, during the former vear, there had 
been neither reaping, fowing, nor any deftination of rhe feafons, 
and the day differed but litde from the night, while the rain con- 
tinued; the world fhould not be fubjected any more to a fimilar 
calamity, bat that it fhould be deftroyed by other means. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIII. 


This chapter Shews us the feverity of God's judgments in punifhing 
a finful world, which confequently proves how odious a thing 
fin is in his fight; alfo his mercy and faithfulnefs in fulfilling his 
promife to Noah, having provided for him during the deluge, 
and afterwards placed him on dry lund. We alfo fee the charac- 
ter of a good man, the humble, ready Noah, obedient to the 
voice of God. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


1 And God bieffed Noah, &c.] Which bleffing pronounced upon 
Noah and his poiterity, is renewed by this vaft grant, no Jefs than 
aniverfal poffeflion and. dominion of the new earth: the flood was 
the forfeiture and penalty of non-allegiance, whereas by this re- 
newal of Ieate and tenure, the curfe on the old territory of man was 
fully accomplifhed, and man made a free tenant again, the Al- 
mighty ftill referving to himfclt the claufe of fervice and obedience, 
from the date of the deluge. 
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and uponall the fillies of the fea; into your hand are 
they delivered. 

3 Every moving thing that liveth fhall be meat 
for you; even as the green herb have I given you 
all things. 

4 But flefh with the life thereof, which zs the blood 
thereof, fhall ye noz cat. 

5 And furely your blood of your lives will 
I require; at the hand of every beaft will I re- 
quire it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of 
every man’s brother will I require the life of 
man. 

6 Whofo fheddeth man’s blood, by man fhall his 
blood be fhed: for in the image of God made he 
man, 

g And you, be ve fruitful, and multiply; bring 
forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein. 

8 @ And God fpake unto Noah, and to his fons 
with him, faying, 

g And I, behold, I eftablifh my covenant with you, 
and with your {eed after you; 

10 And with every living creature that zs with 
you, of the fowl, of the catile, and of every beat of 
the earth with you; from al] that go out of the ark, 
to every beaft of the earth. 

11 And I will eftablifh my covenant with you; 
neither fhall all flefh be cut off any more by the 
waters of a flood; neither fhall there any more be 
a flood to deftroy the earth. 

12 And God faid, This zsthe token of the cove-} 
nant which 1 make between me and you and every 
living creature that 7s with you, for perpetual genc- 
rations: 

13 Ido fet my bow in the cloud, and it fhall be 





3 Every moving thing that liveth, fhall be meat for yu, &.} The 
grant is now general, but there were afterwards exceptions, a: ap- 
pears by the law of Mofes, who torbad the ufe of feveral moving 
things: this was, however, the firft grant ot animal food to man, 
either to fhorten his duration with refpeét to age, or to cut off 
gradually the overftock of animals, fubfequent from their future 
propagation ; or as more nutritious food, fubftituted to fupply the | 
deficiency of the fruits of the earth, and to retrieve the enteebted | 
radical moifture of men, arifing from an humble diet. 

4 Bur ft jb avith the life therefy &e | All thefe and the foregoing 
precepts, are general interdicts, not only with regard to the wanton 
infringements before the flood, but preliminary to future violations | 
on the animal fpecies; for it may be fuppofed that men fported 
with the animal creation; and departing from the allotment of ef 
culent food, made excurfions on the ereatures, which this divine 
inftitution guards wgainft, confining them to a proper ufe of animal § 
‘The Vartars, Indians, and other wild favages, break in J 
uton this wife fundamental co this day. The precept is alfo written 
or delivered to inipire a due fenfe of tendernefs to the blood of the 
ani:nals, as the grand prefervative againft murder, with all its train 
of human facrifices, which, notwithftanding this inftitution, pre- 
ed in the world foon after, and ftill fubfifts among feveral bur- 
barous people. 

5 dad surely your blood, &e.) 





rood, 
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in the Hebrew it is ‘* for furely,’”’ 
ws an inference implying the mutual commutation of blood for 
blood. 
6 Ls the mage of Ged, &c.] Murder is the moft heinous facri- 
lege, becaufe, of all things in the world, nothing is more facred, 
nothing amped with more lively characters of the divinity, than 
man. 
13 J do fet my Low in the cloud, &c.) Thus when the covenant is 
with rhe world race of mankind, and fo the fign of the covenant 
to ferve only for a remembrance, that fign may be either a moral 
duty, or a natural phenomenon. This was the cafe of God's pro- 
mife in the text. Here the Almighty made a natural and benuti- 
tul phenomenon, feen over the whole habitable world, the token of 
that covenant. It is wonderful to confider how this matter has 
been miftaken. Perhaps the word « fet’’ did not a little contribute 
to it: the expreflion being underftood abfolutely, when it fhould 
have been taken for the qualified fenfe of fetting for a token; and 
in this fenfe, and only in this fenfe, the bow was then firlt fet in 
the cloud. Burnet fuppofing the phenomenon of the rainbow did 
not exilt before the flood, fays, ‘* {t could not be a tcken of God's 
covenant, becaufe being a common appearance, it would have given 
no extraordinary affurance of fecurity.’”” Tindal afferts, “ Per- 
haps, not knowing the natural caufe of the rainbow, occafioned 
that acconnt we have in Genefis of its inflitution. God's appoint- 
ing the rainkgw to be a token, for perpetual generations, of his 


ig And it fhall come to pafs, when I bringa cloud 
over the earth, that the bow fhall be feen in the cloud: 

15 And I will remember my covenant, which 7s 
between me and you and every living creature of 
all flefh; and the waters fhall no more become a 
flood to deftroy all flefh. 

16 And the bow fhall be inthe cloud; and I will 
look upon it, that 1 may remember the everlafting 
covenant between God and every living ercature 
of all flefh that s upon the earth. 

17 And God faid unto Noah, This zs the token 
of the cevenant, which I have cftablifhed betweea 
me and all flefh that 7s upon the earth. 

18 © And the fons of Noah, that went forth of the 
ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham 
zs the father of Canaan. 

19 Thefe are the three fons of Noah: and of 
them was the whole earth over{pread. 

zo © And Noah began ¢o de an hufbandman, and 
he planted a vineyard: 

21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; 
and he was uncovered within his tent. 

22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, faw the na- 
kednefs of his father, and told his two brethren 
without, 

23 And Shem and Japheth tock a garment, and 
laid ¢¢ upon both their fhoulders, and went back~ 
ward, and covered the nakednefs of their father; 
and their faces were backward, und they faw not 
their father’s nakednefs. 

24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew 
what his younger fon had done unto him. 


25 And he fzid, Curled @: Canaan; a fervant of 


fervants fhall he be unto his brethren. 
26 And 


rr errr ennai 
covenant with mankind, is called the inftirution of the rainbow.” 
The words thew, this author took it for granted, thar Mofes re- 
prefents God as then firlt fetting his bow in the clouds. But this is 
founded in grofs ignorance of the nature of Gmple compacts and 
promifes, in which the only fecurity for performance is, the known 
good faith of the promifer. But in the caf before us, the moft 
novel or mott fupernatural appearence, could add nothing to their 
aifurance, arifing from the evidence of Ged's veracity. As, on the 
contrary, bad the children of Noah been ignorant of this attribute 
of the Deity, foch an extraordinary phenumenon could have given 
no aflurance at all. For what then, ferved the ruinbow? For the 
wife purpofe fo well expreffed by the facied writer, *¢ for a token 
of the covenant,” that is, for a memorial or semembrance of ir 
throughout all penerations, a method of univerfal practice in con- 
tracts of civilized nations.” It is called a bow, wn accognt of its 
great refemblance te a bow or an arch. g 

20 dud Nit began tw been Aniiandman, &c. Vhis word which 
We tranflate © bégan,’’ fgnifizs alfe “ continued 3” and the -zruc 
fenfe is, Noah coatinned to be an hufbandman; that is, be re- 
turned to the occupation he followed befcre the Hood happened. . 

21 And'e hawk of the wine, &e) It has been juily obferved, thar 
the word which we render * dranken,” does not abfoluiely imply 
a great degree of antoxication, but only that he wzs difcampofed, 
or heated with the liquor. 
vered, the loofe drefs of thofe times rendered it cafy for the wind, 
or any flight movement of the body, to expofe thofe parts, whichs 
nature teaches us td corer. 

22 And Hem, the Fatker of Canaan, foww th: rakednefi, &C.] The 
interpreters are Givided with regard to the crime of Ham; but that 
which feems moft confonant to reafon is, that feeing the nakedaefs 
of his aged father, he made him the fubjec: of his wanton mirthand 
raillery. Some are of upinion that Ham's crime confifted iaytm- 
mitting inceit with his fathets wife; as the fcriptere phrafe, to fee 
or uncover his father's nakednefs, tignifies to lé with fis father’s 
wife. He fuppofes that Ham took the opportunity of his Licher’s 
dronkennefs, toexecute his wicked defign: diat his brethren biving: 
furprifed them in the att, threw their garments over him and his 
accomplice, and then went and pave an account to their father of all 
they hed icen; that Noah, highly enraged at this bafe a-tion, or- 
dered that Canaan, the iffue of that inceituonus commerce, fhould be 
wholiy deprived of the inheritance. The text may be explained eafily, 
if we confider the paffage as a prophecy, which Noah then uitered 
in order to mortify his wicked fon, by foretelling that this violation 
of tittal duty would be retaliated upon him in the wretchednefs and 
degeneracy of his children, particularly of Canaan’s race Nor will 
this appear at all forced, when it is confidered that the words in the 
original are only ‘‘ curfed Canaan,” as much as to fay, ah, wretched, 
i]l-fated Canaan! **A fervant of fervants fhall he beunto his brethren.” 
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dred and fifty vears. ; : 
2g And all the days of Noah were nine hundred 
and fifty years : and he died. : 


CIIAP. XX. 


a The generations of Noab. 2 The fons of Fapheth. 6 
The fons of Ham; Nimrod the firft monarch; 15 Cana- 
. 21 The fons of 


an's defcendants, and their _feitlement. 
Shem. 


OW thefe are the generations of the fons of 
Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth; and unto 
them were fons born after the flood. 

2 @ The fons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, 
and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Mefhech, 
and Tiras. 

3 Andthe fons of Gomer; Athkenaz, and Riphath, 
and Togarmah. 

4 And the fonsof Javan; Elifhah, and Varfhith, 
Kittim, and Dodanim. 

5 By thele were the ifles of the Gentiles divided 
in their Jands; every one after his tongue, after their 
families, in their nations. ; 

6 & Andthe fons of Wam; Cufh, and Mifraim, 
and Phut, and Canaan. . 

7 And the fons of Cuth ; Seba, and Havilah, and 
Sabtah, and Raamah, and Sabtechah: and the fons 
of Raamah, Sheba, and Dedan. 

8 And Cufh begat Nimrod: he began to be a 
mighty onc in the earth. 

9 He was a mighty hunter before the Loko: 





26 Bliff'd be the Lord Gad ef Shem] If we refer « bieffed,” di- 
rectly to Shem, as the word <* curfed,”’ is to the father of Canaan, 
the words may be rendered, © bleffed of Jehovah, my God, beShem ;"”” 
or, if we ‘ollow our own tranflation, we may obferve the patriarch 
docs not fay, ‘© bleffed be Shem,’”’ as he’ faid, *¢ curfed be,’ &c. 
for men’s evil fpringeth from themfelves, but their good from God. 
The Lord being called the « God of Shem,’* intimates he would be 
fo ina particular manner; and, according!y, the church of God § 
was among the pofterity of Shem for many generations ; and of them, 
us concerning the fiefh, Chrilt came, Row. Ix. 5. . 

27 God fauli enlarge Father? ice. God thall enlarge the bounds 
of the countries poffeffed by the children of fapheth ; a prediction 
which was folly accomplithéd ; fornot only Europe, but Leffler Afia, 
Media, part of Armenia, Iberia, Albania, and the valt regions to- 
wards the north, anciently-inbabired by the Stprhian:, but now by 
the Targess, fell tu the there of his feed. Pk 

He [iijoli devel in he tents of Sher, Bee.}  Sigaifyinge, fome of the 
cou 3 of Shem fhouid be poffeffed by the defeendanis of Japheth; 
a pyediétion which wes veritied when the’ Medes and Babylonians 


my w the Affyrisa empire, and che Greeks and Romans con- 
qa that part of Afia belonging then to Shem. 
GENERAL REFLECTIO on. Chap, IX. 


leffons of great importance may be learned frqra this-chapter. 
he firit piace we are caught an inviolable obfervance of thofe 
which God gave to Noah after the flood, and that we fhould 
aright ufe of his creatures. Secondly, that the covenant 
God made with Noah, never to drown the earth more, has 
ed ever fince ; and, therefore, we are in duty bound co ac- 
ges that he is faithful in the fulfiiment of a!l his promifes, 
awe, even in thefe degenerate times, 2re convinced of the 
ONghem as oftenas we look atthe rainbow. Thirdly, that 
although the world is not to be again detlioyed by water, yet it 
will be by fire; for as St. Peter fays, /f the old acor/d beimg over- 
Howed by water, pivpind, the heavens and the caribh are referved fir 
Sire at the day of yudgment. Laftly, as to Noah’s being intoxicated 
with wine, det us learn the duty of fobricty, and never bemean 
ourfelves fo far as to debafe the image of God, by rendering our- 
felves like the beafts that perifh. How happy arc thofe who keep 
God continually before them in all their attions, who are afraid 
to iin, becaufe it is am affront offered to the majefty of heaven. 
God will keep them in perfect peace whofe minds are fixed upon 
him, and he will leg them through the wildernefs of the world 
to everlaiting glory in heaven. ;This, as well as other pars of the 
holy fcripture, fully demonftrate thar fin always brings its punith- 
ment in its confequences ; and that it never profiteth. Cain’s 
hopes and expettations from the murder of his brother failed him ; 
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1: Out of the land went forth Asfhur, and builded 
Nineveh, and the citv Rehoboth, and Calah, 

t2 And Refen between Ninevch and Calah: the 
fame ts a great city. 

13 And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and 
Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 

14 And Pathrufim, and Cafluhim, (out of whom 
came Philiftim) and Caphtorim. 

15 @ And Canaan begat Sidon his firft born, and 
Heth, 

16 And the Jebufite, and the Amorite, and the 
Girgafite, 

17 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinire, 

18 Andthe Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the 
Hamathite: and afterward were the families of the 
Canaanites fpread abroad. 

1g And the border of the Canaanites was from 
Sidon as thou comeft to Gerar unto Gaza; as thou 
goeft unto Sodom, and Gomorrah, and Admah, and 
Zeboim, even unto Lafha. 

20 Thefe are the fons of Ham, after their families, 
after their tongues, in their countries, and in their 
nations, , ‘ 

21 I Unto Shem alfo, the father of all the child- 
ren of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder, even 
to him were children born. 

22 The children of Shem, Elam, and Asfhur, and 
Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram. 24) 

23 Andthe children of Aram; Uz, and fful, and 
Gether, and Math. 

24 And Arphaxad begat Salah; and Salah begat 
Eber. 


25 And 





and Noah, from indulging himfelf with wince, became the deri- 
fion of his children. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 

We fhould obferve, that though this chap- 
ter be placed before the eleventh, yet, in order of time, it ought 
to follow ; for the foundation of Nimrod’s kingdom, and the dif- 
perfion of mankind through the different regions of the earth, are 
faéts pofterior to the conéufion of Babel, in chap. xi. 

This gencalogy is of fingular advantage to confirm the truth of 
Mofes’ hiftory, by giving an account of the fucceffion of mankind 
from the creation to the flood, and from the flood to his own time ; 
fhewing from whom all] nations were derived, and how they came 
to be difperfed. Befides, by tracing thefe genealogics, we come to 
know how exaétly the predictions were fulfilled in the former chap- 
ter relating to Noah. 

5 Woes f the Gentiles, &c,) The word « ifles,’’ does not com- 
prehead only fuch countries as are furrounded by the fra; bur all 
fuch countries as were divided from the Jund of Canaan by the fea; 
for the word which we tranflate “© ifle,’’ fignifics alfo a country, 
province, or region. ; 

8 He began to be a mighty ore, &c.] Our tranflation, « a mighty 
ons.” or powerful, is differently rendered by the ancient verfions ; 
the Septuagint tranflate it ‘© a giant,’ an appellation in feriprure 
applied to perfons of prodigious ftature and ftrength, and likewife 
to fuch who delighted in martial toils, in barbarity, and wicked- 
nefs. Whe Chaldce renders the word ** a robuft man.”” But the 
Syriac and the Arabic confirm the reading of the Septuagint, and 
feem to include, under the term, the ideas of immente ftature, ex- 
traordinary firength, and infatiate ferocity. : 

g fle was a inighty hunter before the Lird, &c.J i. c. He taught 
the people to chafe and deftroy the wild beafts. And if we confider 
that m:n now dwelt in tents, weakly defended, and confequently 
expoled to the ravages of wild beatls, we fhall not be furprifed that ° 
Nimrod, by delivering his affociates from thefe fuvage enemies, 
fhould fo far gain their affeG@tion, that it was an eafy tranfition to 
raife himfelf from the ftate in which he was confidered as their 
friend and benefactor, to the fovercign authoritv. He feems ta have 
been a very tyrannical prince, his name fignifying a rebel, an apof- 
tate. He was the founde: of the Babylonith empire, whence the 
prophet Micah calls it «* the land of Nimrod.” chap, v. 6. 

30 The beginning of bre hingaiin ws Babel, &c.) By this expreffion 
we may underftand, either that Babylon was the firlt city that he 
built, or the capital of hiskingdom. — He began his reign in the 
year of the world one thoufand feven hundred and fifty-{even, and 
reigned about one hundred ani forty-eight years. 


1 Gererations, &c.] 


96 And he faid, Biced be the Lorp God of J} wherefore itis faid, Even as Nimrod the mighty 
CURIST oh on and Canaan fhall be his fervant. bunter before the Lorn, ‘ 
ae 27 God fhall enlarge Japheth, and he fhall dwell 10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, - 
in the tents of Shem: and Canaan fhall be his fervant. ]fand Erech, and Accad, and Calneh, in the land of 
28 @ And Noah lived after the flood three hun-]} Shinar. 
i 


25 Pele, 
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upon the face of the whole earth, 
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25 Peleg, for in his days was the earth divided, S:c.| From this fon of | 
Fber Abram was defcended. His name was called Peleg, which im- 
plies “ divifion,”” becaufe about the time of his birth the great difper- 
fion of mankind, related in the fucceeding chapter, happened. From 
the deluge to Peleg's birth, is that period which the ancient poets 
call the golden age, becaufe then men enjoyed all things in common ; 
and Noah, whom they call Saturn, governed thei, not as kings do 
their fubjects, but as fathers do their fons. 

27 Hadwvam.| It is thought fome foorfteps of this name arc pre- 
ferved in the Drimoti of Pliny, towards the Perfian gulf. 

Uzal, &c.] "This is the name given to Sanaa, the capital of 
Yaman, by the Jew ith inhabitants thereof. 

28 Obal.| The Arabic pronunciation hereof is Aubal, whofe 
pofterity paffed the Arabian gulf, out of Arabia Felix, into that 
part of Africa called Troglodytica, where we mect with fome tra- 
ecs of his name, in the gulfnamed Abalites, and a great trading 
town of the fame appellation. 

Abimacl, &c.] ‘The Arabians pronounced this Ahimal, i.e. the 
father of the Mali, or Malitz, a people i in Arabia, mentioned by 
Prolemy and others. So thar Mali is probably the contraftion of 
Abimali, as Salem for Jerufalem, &c. &c. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 


This chapter, towards the latter part, exhibits the origin of all 
the different nations on the earth, which fhould teach us that 
every country, however different in complexion, er manners, is 
ftill deferving our cfteem and refpe@t, being all the defcendants 
of Adam, and confequently entitled to our brotherly love. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XI. 


t OF one language, &:c. }] It is thought the language now univer- 
fally fpoken, was the fame with that ufed by Adam, from whom it 
might eafily be communicated to Methufelah, and from him te 
his epeeneien Noah, who propagated it among his pofterity to this 

eri: 
E 2 «ud they found a@ plain inthe land of Shinar, &c.] This plain is 
fituated on the banks of the Tigris, and is fuppofed to comprehend 
the whole country of Eden, the happy feat of man, when he was in 
a ftate of innocence and blifs. 

3 Slime they had for mortar.) This Mime is the afphaltites, or 
what fome authors ca}l bitumen, a kind of liquid pitch. Suidas 
fivsy thar this cement, being mixed with bricks and {mall ftones, 
becomes as ftrong and folid as iron. 

4 Let us builda city, and a tower, whofe top may reach unto heaven.) 
Several interpreters are of opinion, that the raifing a tower to heaven 
implies ereéting a temple in honour to heaven, or the heavenly 
omdies. It has alfo been conjeétured by fome, that this tower was 







Serug. 
21 And 
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confecrated by the builders of it, to the fun, as the cavfe of dying 
up the waters ofthe deluge. Others, with hetter authority, think 
they began a ftrong city. 

Let us make us a name, &C. ] i.e. Let us render our name famous 
among future generations, by fome monument that may command 
their admiration. Thus we fee ambition was what animated them to 
undertake this laborious tafk. They had no fooner fixed ona place to 
fettlein, but they détermined to render it remarkable to future ages, 
by building a ftrongcity, which fhould be the wonder of the world. 
Their intention was to fettle here, and build an ufelefs monument 
for fame, inttead of replenifhing the earth, as was then neceffary ; 
therefore God, in his wifdom, fcattered them abroad, and difperfed 
them. 

5 The Lord came down, &c,] ‘i.e. He obferved their works, and 
knew the fecrct intention of their hearts. 

6 And now nothing. will be reftraimed from them, &c.] As if he had 
faid, ‘¢ And now nothing will hinder them from executigp their 
projee, unlefs I ingerpote ; ‘or rather, they imagine to aaNet 
will.’”’ 

q Lit us go dow, “aud there con fa: und their language, &eJ Here 
we have an account of 2 tranfattion which has greatly resplese 
the heathen philofophers, namely, how mankind came to fh fach 
a multiplicigy oflanguzges. But the facred hiftorian has cleaeed tp 
this aifcal, by fhewing us that it was effected by the fame almighty 
power whitw taught our Siri parents to fpeak one tongue in the be- 
ginning, and, in after ages, infpired the apoftics of our bleffed 
Redeemer with the gift of feveral. Aas i il. 4. 

8 And they left off to build the city.} The building, however, lone 
remained a monument of homan vanity. Herodotus, a ee 
the building attentively, tells us, that it was s afquare of a fur on 


A A 


eight towers, built one upon another; but, probably,-sthat made 
it appear like eight towers, was, “the ’ manner of its eient, which 
was a circuJar or r winding wav, carried round the outfide of the 
building to its highei point. ‘This afcent was fo very broad, that 


The building HUE EP oss Ce a i ae Babel. fee (EIN Te GE) Se The confrfion of boners 
Before e5 Andunto Eber were born two fons: the name And the Lorp came down to PR Aa ee OI, eae a Sn awa een a the cily and | Pelore 
ORAISU GE the one was Peleg; for in his days was the earth ihe tower, which the children cf men builded. ny 
ts - divided: and his brother’s name was Joktan. 6 Ad. the Lorn faid, Behold, the people 7s one, 
36 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and|{and they have all one language ; and this they besin 
Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, todo: and now nothing will be reftrained from 
27 And Iladoram, and Uzal, and Diklah, them, which they have imagined to do. 
28 And Obal, and Abimacl, and Sheba, 7 Goto, Iect us go down, and there confound 
2g And Ophir, and Iavilah, and Jobab: allthefe{|thcir language, that they may not underftand one 
were the fons of Joktan. another’s fpeech. 
30 And their dwelling was from Mctha, as thou 8 Sothe Lorp feattered them abroad from thence 
gocit unto Sephar, a mount of the ealft. upon the face of all the earth: and they Icft off to 
gi Thefe are the fons of Shem, after their fami-]} build the city. 
lies, after their tongues, in ibeir lands after their 9 Therefore is the name of it called Babcl: be- 
nations. caufe the Lorn did there confound the language of 
g2 ‘Thefe are the families of the fons of Noah, fall the earth: and from thence did the orp Canton 
after their generations, in their nations: and by thefe {jf them abroad upon the face of all the earth. 
were the nations divided in the carth aftcr the flood. 10 © ‘Thefe are the generations of Shem; Shem 
was an hundred years old, and begat Arphaxad two 
cars after the flood: 
ee Oe ae ee oe 11 And Shem lived after he begat Arphaxad five 7525 
1 One language inthe world. 3 The building of Babel}| hundred years, and begat fons and daughters. 
interrupted by the confufion of tongues. 10 The gene- 12 And Arphaxad lived five and thirty years, and 
vations of Shem, + 27 and of Terah the father of Abram,}| begat Salah: 23ut. 
ai Terah goeth from Ur to Haran, and dicth there. 13. And Arphaxad lived after he begat Salah four 
hundredandthrec years, and begat fonsand daughters. 
ND the whole earth was of one language, and 14 And Salah lived thirty years and begat Eber: 2:81. 
of one fpeech. 15 And Salah lived after he begat Eber ‘four hun- 
2 And it came to pafs, as they journeyed from]|[dred and three years, and begat fons and daughters. 
the eaft, that they found aplain in the land of Shinar; 16 And Eber lived four and thirty ycars, and 
and they dwelt there. begat Peleg: 
3 @ And they faid onc to another, Go to; let us 17 And Eber lived after he begat Peleg four hun- 2247. 
make brick, and burn them throughly. And they |{ dred and thirty ycars, and begat fons and “daughters. 
had brick for {tone, and flimc had they for mortar. 18 And Peleg lived thirty years, and begat Reus: 7717 
4 And they faid, Go to, let us build us a city, and 19 And Peleg lived aftcr he begat Reu two hun- 
a tower, whole top may reach unto heaven; and let}]}| dred and nine years, and begat fons and daughters. 
us make usa name, left we be fcattered abroad 20 And Reu lived two and thirty years, and begat 2185. 


it afforded room for horfes and carriages to pafy by each other, and © 


evento turn : and th. towers, which appeared like fo many Rtories, 
one upon another, were each of them feventy-five fect high, contain- 
ing many ftately rooms, with arched roofs, fupported by pillars, 
which were made parts of the temple, after the tower was confecrated 
to the worfhip of idols. 

g the name of it called Babel. &c.] This is sot that tower which 
was built by Kelus, and which perpetuated his name to future ages 5 
for that was a produétion of great art: whereas this tower of Babel 
cannot well be :magined to have been any other but a rude, moun- 
ttinous flracture, raifed with no great srt, by a multitude of un- 
taught and inexperienced workmen. 


each fide, and confequently half a mile in circumference. “Thc 
was equal to the circumference of the bafe, and divided into 
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g2 And Seruglived thirty years, and begat Nahor: 

23 And Serug lived after he begat Nahor two 
hundred years, and begat fons and daughters, 

24 And Nahor lived nine and twenty years, and 
begat ‘Terah: 

25 And Nahor livedafterhe begat Terah an hun~ 
dred and nineteen years, and begat fonsand daughters. 

26 And Ucrahlived feventy years,and begatAbrain, 
Nahor, and Haran. 

27 % Now thefe are the generations of Terah: 
Terah begat Abrain, Nahor, and Haran; and Haran 
begat Lot. 

28 And Haran dicd before his father Terah inthe 
land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldees. 

29g And Abram and Nahor took them wives: the 
name of Abram’s wife was Sarai; and the name of 
Nahor’s wife, Mailcah, the daughter of Haran, the 
father of Milcah, and the father of Ifcah. 

go But Sarai was barren; fhe had no child. 

g1 @ And Verah took Abram his fon, and Lot the 
fon of Haran his fon’s fon, and Sarai his daughter 
inlaw, his fon Abram’s wife; and they went forth 
with them from Ur of the Chaldees, to go into the 
land of Canaan; and they came unto Haran, and 
dwelt there. 

32 And the days of Terah were two hundred and 
five years: and Terah died in Haran. 


CH AP. NII. 


1 God caileth Abram, and bleffeth him with a promi: 
of Chrift. 4 He with Lot departeth from Haran. 
6 He journeyeth through Canaan, which is promifed 
himinavifion. 10 He is driven by a famine tnto 





26 «Ind Terah lived feventy yeart, and begat Abram, &c.] Now 
is the fir time that we meet with Abram, the father of the faithful, 
and though he is named firft, does not appear to be the eldeft, but 
rather Haran; nay, it fms pretty plain, that Abram was not born 
until the hundred and thirtieth yearof his father’s life, for Terah 
was two hundred and five years old when he died, ver. 32. and 
Abram was but feventy-five vears ofage when he went our of Haran 
to Canaan, chap. xii. 4. and that was as foon as his father died 
there; fo that if feventy-five were taken out of two hundred and 
five, there will remain one hundred and thirty, in which year, and 
not before, Abram mutt be born: the wife of ‘Ferah, of whom 
Abram was born. according to fome Jewith writers, was named 
Chamtelaah, the daughter of Carnebo ; and others call her Amtha- 
ai: the Jews fay ‘Versh was the 3rft that found out the way of 
coining money, and that in hig-ggys P ea. began to worlhip images, 
and that he ee the chief of theif Ee bse afterwards repenied 3 
and itappears {rom 7/2. xxiv. athe he was an idolater. 

28 dad Haran died bufore bis father Torah] i.e. in his farher’s 
prefence, before his face, in Kis life-time, a°$archi ; he fecing him, 
as Aben Ezra. It docs not fo much refpett the time of his death, 
that it was before his father, though this is true, as the place where 
hedicd, his father being prefent there, at the time of his death. 
Ty the land of his nativity, in Ur of the Chaldesr.) ‘This Ur, which 
ee tranflate a valley, was the piace of his birthsaw it was of 
ram's; it was in Mecfopotamia, that part of it next to Affyria, 
beiag called the land of the Chaldeans. Jofephus fays, that Haran 
AYeM among the Chaldeans, in a city called Ur. where, he adds, his 
ae js fhewn tothis day. The Jews have a fable concerning the 

cedfnt Haran: they fay that Terah was not only an idolater, but 
a meer and (eller of images; and that one day coing abroad, he 
left thefon Abram in the fhop, te £1 them, who, during his father’s 
abfericéy broke them all to pieces, except one; upon which, when 
Terah retgmed and found what was done, he had him before Nim- 
rod, who oftered him to he caft into a burning furnace, and he fhould 
fee whether the God he worfhipped would come and fave him ; and 
whilfl he was in it, thev afked his brotner Haran in whom he be- 
Jieved ? he anfwered, if Abram overcomes, he would believe in his 
God, but if not, in Nimrod; wherefore they caft him into the fur- 
nace, and he was burnt; and with ref{peét to this it is faid, « and 
Haran died before the face of Terah his futher,’’ but Abram came 
out fafe oefire the cy es of all the fpettators. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XL 


By this chapter we fee the great decreafe of the number of years of 
man’s life after the flood. It is fuppofed, that this alteration 
proceeded froma change in the air and other natural canfes, but 
ne eee it was God's wifdom and benevolence ordained it: for 

No, 2. 


Egypl, where fear maketh him fogn hrs wife to be his 
Sifter. 14 Pharaoh taketh her ito his houfe, but by 


plagues is compelled to reftore her; and fendeth Abram 


away. 


OW the Lorn had faid unto Abram, Get thee 

out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father’s houfe, unto a land that I will thew 
thee: 

2 And f will make of thee a great nation, and I 
will blefs thee, and make thy name great; and thou 
fhalt be a bleffing: 

3 And I will blefs them that blefs thee, and curfe 
him that curfeth thee: and in thee fhall ali families 
of the eartlr be bleffed. 

4 @ So Abram departed, as the Lor» had fpoken 
unto him; and Lot went with him: and Abram was 
feventy and five years old when he departed out of 
Haran. : 

5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 
brother’s fon, and all their fubftance that they had 
gathered, and the fouls-that they had gotten in 
Haran; and they went forth to go into the land of 
Canaan; and into the Jand of Canaan they came. 

6 @ And Abram paffed through the land into the 
place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. Andthe 
Canaanite was then in the land. 

7 And the Lokp appeared unto Abram, and faid, 

Unto thy feed willl give thisland: and there builded 
he an altar unto the Lorp, who appeared unto him. 
_ 8 And he removed from thence unto a mountain 
on the eaft of Beth-el, and pitched his tent, having 
Bcth-el on the weft, and Hai on the eaft: and there 
he builded analtar unto the Lorn, and called upon 
the name of the Lorn. 

g And Abram journeyed, going on ftilltoward the 


fouth. 
10 2 And 
aerate eee A 


had longevity been common to man, the carth in a courfe of years 
would have been overftocked : whereas life and death now keep 
nearly an equal pace with cach other; and men, if they lived too 
long in this world, might lofe all thoughts of a future fate. God 
therefore was good as well as wife in fhortening the days of man. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIL 


1 The Lord bad faid unto Abram.\ God had revealed himfelf to 
Abram before his father’s death, while he lived in Ur of the Chal. 


dees; but probably it was by a voice, the Shechinah, or fymbol of © 


the Divine prefence ; for Stephen exprefely tays, in deds vil. 2. The 
God of glory appeared unto him before he dwelt in Charan, 

Get the ont, &c.] Seeing the Lord did not thew him whither he 
was to go, the readinefs with which he complied, added to the merit 
of his faith, **« He went out, not knowing whither he went.” 
Heb. xi. 8. 

3 dudin thee fz!l all the families of theearth be bi frd.] How re- 
markable this part of the promife, as containing the proper end of 
God’s choice, and feparation of him andshis poiterity, and fo very 
fitly made, by the facred writer, the foundation of the hiltory of 
God’s difpenfations to him, and a mark to direét the reader to what 
they are all ultimately to be referred. : 

5 The farls that they bad gotten, &c.| This word rendered 
** fouls,” fignifies ‘* perfons, or fervants,” and that which is tran 
lated « gotten,’’ fignifies ‘* to fecure, or get poffeffion o%’’ The 
fentence, therefore, implies ‘* domcettics, or feryants.’” ‘The Jews 
add, which the cext fecms to countenance, that thefe fervants were 
profelyted to the belief of the true God. 

6 The place of S:chem, &e.| ice. The fpot where Sichem was 
built afterwards. «© The plain of Moreh,’ is the fenfe of the 
Chaldee, but the Hebrew fignifies, *¢ the oak of Moreh;” the 
Septuagint read, ‘* the lofty oak,’ but the Syriac and Arabic, 
*¢ the oak of Mamre.” This place was probably grown with oaks, 
or remarkable for an excceding highone. The Samaritan will bear 
the fenfe of ‘the valley of vifion,’ which fenfe the Vulgate fup- 
ports, by rendering “ the illuftrious valley."’ The faith of Abram 
1s ftrongly recommended, by his venturing into thefe parts, which 
were fettled orinvaded by the Canaanites, a cruel and favage nation, 

3 Unt thy fed, &c.) We find Abram, ai his firtt leaving his 
father’s houfe, intirely refigned himfelf to the difpofal of heaven, 
without knowing for certain whither he was to go. When he was 
come into the land of Canaan, his faith was rewarded by God, with 
a farther revelation of his will, and he was now told that this wa5 
the land which God faid he would thew him, and which was to be 
inherired by his potterity. 

8 ded called, &c.|  Thefe words are in the Chaldee,, “ he 
prayed in the name of God ;” to diftinguilh bis addreffes ang his 
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Abram returns out of Lgypt. 
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10 And there wasa famine in the land: and 
Abram went down into Egypt to fojourn therc ; for 
the famine wes grievous in the land. 

as And it came to pafs, when he was come near 
to enter into Egypt, that he faid unto Sarai his wile, 
Behold now, I know that thou ert a fair woman to 
look upon. 

12 Therefore it hall come to pafs, when the Egyp- 
tians fhall fee thee, that they fhall fay, This zshis wife: 
and they will kill me, but they will fave thee alive. 

13 Say, I pray thee, thou ar¢ my filter: that It 
may be well with me for thy fake ; and my foul fhall 
live becaufe of thee. : 

14 Q And it came to pafs, that, when Abram was 
come into Egypt, the Egyptians beheld the woman 
that fhe mas very fair. 

15 The princes alfo of Pharaoh faw her, and com- 
mended her before Pharaoh: and the woman was 
taken into Pharaoh’s houfe. 

16 And he entreated Abram well for her fake: 
and he had fheep, and oxen, and he affes, and men- 
fervants, and maidfervants, and fhe alfes, and camels. 

t7 And the Lorn plagued Pharaoh and his houfe 
with great plagues becaufe of Sarai Abram’s wife. 

18 And Pharaoh called Abram, and faid, What zs 
this thaé chou haft done unto me? why didft thou not 
tell me that the was thy wife ? 

1g Why faidft thou, She ¢s my filter ? fo E might 
have taken herto me to wile: now therefore behold 
thy wife, take her, and go thy way. 

zo And Pharaoh commanded jis men concerning 
him: and they fent him away, and his wife, and all 
that he had. 


Ge SEE AS a: NII. 

1 Abram and Lot return out of Egypt. 7 On a ftrife 
between their fervants they agree to part. 10 Lot goeth 
to Sodom. “14 God reneweth his promife to Abram. 

ND Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his 
wife, and all that he had, and L.ot with him, 
into the fouth. 

And Abram 


and in gold. 
3 And he went on his journeys from the fouth 


even to Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had 
beenat the beginning, bet ween Beth-el and Hai ; 


was very rich in cattle, in Gilver, 
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confidence towards the crue God, from thofe of the furrounding 
idolaters and blafphemers. 

10 Abram ewent dows ito Egypt, &ce] Egypt is reprefented as 
abounding in corn, and capable of relieving others inatime of famine, 
which no kingdom can do, where agriculrure has not been improved 
by art, and regalated by a civil policy. . 

13 Say—ihen art my fiery &C. Several of the ancient fathers have 
greatly cenfured this ation of Abram ; but Sarat was in reality his 
fitter. both having the fame father, though a different mother. The 
Chaldee renders © becaufe of thee,’’ by “ becaufe of thy words.” 

iy The Lord plagued Pharach.| God, to prevent abufe, inflicted 
fome terrible diemper upon the king and his court, which is thought 
to have been of fach a nature, that they who were feized with it, 
were incapable of accomplifking their defigns upon her, or any other 
worn. Jofephas fays, Pharaoh was vilited with a plague and fedi- 
rion at once, and that in chis diftrefs he had recourfe to the prietts, 
who, apon facrificing, reported that this calamity was befallen him 
{or the violence and abufe he defigned upon the wife of a fojourncr. 

Evcanfe of Sarai, Abran’s auite.] Some imagine, that becaufe 
Pharaoh clears himflf of any intention to violate a married woman; 
he was therefore quite innocent in this matter. But it was an argu- 
inent of very intemperate luft, to defire and feize on a woman ftran- 
ger, merely becante fhe was commended for her beauty. He was 
guilty in taking from a ftranger his fuppofed fifter, to make her his 
concubine, thus breaking the facred laws of hofpitality and honour, 

20 And Pharaoh, &e. |} There is no mention made of Abrani’s 
reply by way of excufe, he having doubtlefs been fenfible of his 
veaknefs in that particular, and acknowledged the fame freely, to- 
gether with the fpecial favour of the Lord, in thu, managing the 
whote bufinefs. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XH. 


Ry this chapter we fee that the world was not yet beeome fo corrupt 
“and full of violence fince the flood, as it had been before, We 
find“in Pharaah, and afterwards inthe cafe of Abimelecn, cn the 
like occafion, a kind of integrity of mind, love of juttice, even 
to ftrangess, and refpeét for the facrednefy of the matringe-union, 
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4 Unto the place of the altar, which he had made 
there at the fifi: and there Abram called on the 
name of the Lun 

5 And Lot alfo, which went with Abiam, Lad 
flocks, and herds, and tents. 

6 And the land was net able to bear them, that 
they might dwell together: for their fublance was 
great, fo that they could notdwehi tozether. 
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7 § And there wasa Strife between the herdmen cf 


Abraw’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and 
the Canaanite and the Perizzite dweilcd then in the 
land, 

8 And Abram faid unto Lot, Let there be no ftrife, 
1 pray thee, between me and thee, and between iny 
herdmen and thy herdmen; for we be brethren. 

Js notthe whole land before thee? feparate thy 
fclf, | pray thee, from me: if chow wilt take the jefe 
hand, then I will go to the right; orif thou depart ta 
the right band, then I will go to the left, 

10 § And Lot lifted up his cycs, and beheld all 
the plain of Jordan, that it was well watered every 
where, before the Lory deltroyed Sodom and Go- 
morrah, cven asthe garden of the Lorn, like the land 
of Egypt, as thou cumeft unto Zoar. 

ra Then Lot chofe him all the plain of Jordan ; 
and Lot journeved eaft: and they feparated them- 
felves the one from the other. 

12 Abram dwelled in the Jand of Canaan, and 
Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain, and pitched 
has tent toward Sodom. 

r3 But the men of Sodom were wicked and finners 
before the Lorp excecding}y. 

14 9 And the Lorn faid unto Abram, after that 
Lot was feparated from him, Lift up now thine cyes, 
and look from the place where thou art northward, 
and fouthward, and caftward, and weliward : 

15 Forall the land which thou feeft, to thee will 
1 give it, and to thy feed for ever. 

16 And I will make thy feed as the duff of the 
earth: fo thatif aman can number the duftof the 
earth, ¢hen fhall thy feed alfo be numbered. 

17 Arife, walk through the Jand in the length of it 
and in the breadth of it; for I will give it unto thee. 

18 § ThenAbram removed Avs tent, and came and 
dwelt in the plain of Mamre, which zs in Hebron, 
and built there analtar unto the Lory, 

CHAP, 


even in kings who had power in their hands to do what they 
would, From this, and Abram’s travelling unmolefted through 
different countries, we may infer tharthe kyyptians, and feveral 
other kingdoms, {till continued im the worfhip of the true God. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on Chap. XI 

4 And called on the name of the Lord.) As in chap. viii. 12- 

6 The land svar wot able-ts bear them, &c.) Not fo much owing 
to its want of froitfuinefs, as want of room, other nations. having 
already occupied it. : was 

8 asd Abiam faid unto Lar, fet there bc 9 prifrs T pray ther, &e.} 
Thus Abram was ready to obviate all kinds of animolitygand 
prevent any mifunderftanding between him and Lot, gropofes a 
friendly feparation ; nor does he propofe even this, without adding 
an endearing reafon, ‘* for we be brethren.” oe 

10. As shou comeft unto Zoar.) This Zoar was not in the land: oF 
Egypt, but ata prodigious diftance from it. But if we infert the 
words, “ even as the garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt,” 
in a parenthefis, then the meaning of the verfe will amount.te this, 
that before the Lord deftroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, the _plain of 
Jordan was like a delightful-garden, well watered, even tothe ut- 
mon <xirts of the plain. where Zoar was Situated. Butaf, with the 
Syriac verfion, inftead of Zoar, we read Zoan, the-ancient feat of 
the kings of Egvpt, .Vx+.. sii 22. which ftood in the fouth part of 
it, in acounsry well watered, the trac impore of the paffage will be 
this; thar the plain of Jordan, before the Lord deflroyed Sodom and 
Gomerrah, was well watered every where; yea, the plain was fo 
well watered that it was like the garden of Eden, or the land of 
Egypt. and particularly ss thou gocit to Zcan. . 

13 Sieners befire te Lad, &é.|  ‘Thatis, aborinably wicked, 
This is added to prepare the reader for their terrbie cataftrophe, 
related chap, xviii. 

tyr 15 Look from the plisr, S205 By this we find how every fuc- 
cefive revelation given to Abram, was arev ard of his piety, and 
clearer than thar which preceded ‘Thus God marks out the bounds 
af the laud, which he affured him fhould be given tohim, and his 
feed forever; which fhoull be asthe duft of the earth for number. 

. GENERAL 














The battle of four kings asaifi foe. C WH A PL XIV. Milchizedeh bleffeth Abram. 


Before Gomorrah, and all their viduals, and went their Before 
CHRIST C H A P. XIV. Sars CHRISF 
1917" ye Igt3. 


a LOnTCEAR CR 12 © And they took Lot, -\bram’s brother’s fon, 


1 The battle of four kings againft free. 
prifoner, 14 Abram refeucth Lot, 17 Is met by the 
hing of Sodom, and bleffed by Melchizedek, to whom 
he giveth tithe. 21 He refloreth the reft of the fporl to 
the king of Sodom, except the portion of his confede- 
rates. 


NP it came to pafs in the day's of Amraphel king 
of Shinar, Arioch, king of Jafar, Chedor- 
laomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations ; 

2 That thefe made war with Bera king of Sodom, 
and with Birfha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of 
Admah, and Sheuicber king of Zeboiim, and the 
king of Bela, which is Zoar. 

All thefe were joined together in the vale of 
Siddim, which is the fale fea. 

4 Twelve years they ferved Chcedorlaomer, and 
in the thirteenth year they rebelled. 

5 And }~ the fourteenth year came Chedorlaomer, 
and the kings that were with him, and fmote the Re- 
phaims in Afhteroth Karnaim, and the Zuzims in 
Hain, and the Emims in Shaveh Kiriathaiin, 

6 And the Horites tn their mount Scir, unto Fl- 
paran, which is by the wilderncfs. 

7 And they returned, and came to Enmifhpat, 
which zs Kadefh, and fimote all the country of the 
Amalekites, and alfo the Amorites, that dwelt in 
Hazezon-tainar. ' 

8 And there went out the king of Sodom, and the 
king of Gomorrah, and the king of Admah, and the 
king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (the fame 7s 
Zoar); and they joined battle with them in the vale 
of Siddim ; 

With Chedorlaomer the king of Elam, and with 
Tidal king of nations, and Amraphel king of Shinar, 
and Arioch king of Eliafar; four kings with five. 

10 And the vale of Siddim was fullof flime-pits ; 
and the kings of Sodom and Gumorrah fled, and fell 
there; and they that remained fled to the moun- 
tain. 

12 And they took all the goods of Sodom and 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIII. 


We are here inftruéted, that Tove is called in the New Telta- 
ment, the royal law, the fulfilling of the law, Rom. xiii 8. and 
is accounted one of the two‘pillars on which hang all the law 
and the prophets. Jefus*Chy hiinfelt, the light of the world, 
our true inftru€tor. after having-told men, “that to love the 
Lord our God, with all ovr heart, and with all our foul, and 
with alf our mind, is the firit and great commandment,” adds, 
“© ag® she f-cond is like unto it, thou fhale love thy neighbour as 
thyfelh’? What great inducement is here to be kind and affec- 
tionate to cach other, to avoid ttrife, contentions-and quarreliing, 

at love as brethren: how inftructive is Abram’s behaviour! 
aThough he was the elder, and might july claim fome fupe- 

Rioxiy over Lot, yet low nobly and modeftly does-he give it 

sf *© Separate thyfelf, 1 pray thee, from me; sf¢how wile take 

2 lefe hand, then I will go to the right; or if-thon depart to 

“Phe right hand, then Ii! go to the left.’" Whata noble exam- 

plehave we of modcity end condeicenfion; to give up what may 

q w-joft due, forthe fake of brotherly love; to be humble, 

feat foever our ftation; atid to be kind and fubmitting upon 

fions! > 
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a ae NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 


1 ShinarFF&e.} | 7. « Babylon: Eifefar is Syria; Elamis, Per- 
fia; nations 6f'a country inhabired by many nations; perhaps the 
fame with thar afterwards calicd Galilee. 

to full oy pine oprry Xe.) Vihat is, pits or wells of bitumen, 
which abounded in this country. 

12 Ard thy tek Lyy seh, avrls in S-dom.y Thus Lor being a 
neighbour of the men of Sudoim, and a fojourner among them, par- 
takes of their punifhment, and he and his family being taken cap- 
tives, all his fubflance, his cattle, wealth, and riches of every 
fort, were carried off by the invader: and that was a juft punith- 
ment for being allured to dwell ameng fuch a wicked people, for 
the fake of temporal convenience. 

13 Abram ve Hebrew, &c-] “Heber,” the word which is ren- 
dered “the Hebrew,” fignilics ‘* the fide, * and accordingly the 
Septuagint tranflate it, “ the ftranger from beyond the ri cr:” an 


> 


and who dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and de- 
parted. : 

13 And there came one that had ecfeaped, and 
told Abram the Hebrew; for he dwelt in the plain of 
Mamre the Amorite, brotherto Efhcol, and brother 
of Aner: and thefe were confederate wh Abram. 

14 And when Abram heard that his brother was 
taken captive, he armed his trained fervants, born in 
his own boufe, three hundred and eighteen, and pur- 
fued them unto Dan. 

15 And he divided himfelf againfL them, he and 
his fervants, by night, and {mote them, and purlucd 
them unto Hobah, which zs onthe left hand of Da- 
mafcus. 

16 And he brought back all the goods, and alfo 
brought again his brother Lot, and his goods, and 
the women alfo, and the people. 

17, © And the king of Sodom went cut to meet 
him after his return from the Naughter of Chedor- 
laomcr, and of the kings that were with him, at the 
valley of Shaveb, which es the king’s dale. 

18 And Melchizedck king of Salem brought forth 
bread and wine: and he was the prieft of the moft 
high God. 

19 And he bleffed him and faid, Bleffed Je Abram 
of the moft high God, pofleffor of heaven and carth: 

20 And bieifed be the molt high God, which hath 
delivered thine enemies into thy hand. And he 
gave him tithes of all. 

21GAnd the king of Sodom faid unio Abram, Cive 
me the perfons, and take the goods to thyfelf. 

22 And Abram faid to the king of Sodom, I have 
lift up mine hand unto the Lonrn, the molt high God, 
the poffeffor of heaven and earth, 

23 That I will not take from a thread even toa 
fhoe-latchet, and that I will not take any thing thatzs 
thine, leftthou fhouldeft fay, Jhave made Abramrich: 

24 Save only that which the young men have eaten, 
and the portion of the menwhich went with me, s\ner, 
Efhcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion. 

CHAP. 





appellation given by the Canaanites to Abrom and his family, fron 


{ their coming ‘ from the other fide of the Euphrates.” 


18 AT Lebizedes. J Who fome think was ‘hem. But can it be 
thought that Shem fhould reign over the children cf Ham? Shem’s 
progenitors were known, bur Melchizedel s were mot. fet vit. 
Befides, Abram paid his dthes to one who was of a different family, 
Het vii. 6. confeqeently Melchizedek could not be Shem. Some 
of the ancient writers took him for the Sono! God, who appeared 
to Abram in the form of a man; while others fay, how could che 
son of God be a type of himfeif, as the apoitle plainly tells us 
Melchizedek was a type of Chrilt. Med. vii. 3. Some fuppofe him 
to be Ham; and others, one of the princes of Canaan, who, on 
account of his fingular virtue and pity. was called M-lchizedek, 
that is, king of righteoufnefs, which the Arabic tranilates not as 
his name, but character. 

King of Salem] Moft commentators, and the Chaldee, take 
Salem for Jerufalem, which is called Salem in Scripture.“ Jn 
Salem, alfo, is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in Zion.’, 
Pfa'. \xxvi. 2. ; 

He avas the pric af the mft high God.| The word ’* cohen,” 
tranflated priecft, fignifics a high prieft, ‘and a nobleman; it was 
probably borrowed from the Egvptians; the Hebrews having no 
order of pricfhood before that initituted by Mofes. It is ufed here 
with great propricty to communicate the idea of the dignity as 
well as facrednefs rhe charatter of Melchizedek. 

20 tnd he gate fim tither ofall.) Vhat is, Abram, as it gs ex: 
plained, Heb. xvii. 2. gare Melchizedek, as the prieft of God, the 
tenth of all the fpoil he had taken in the battle, according to the 
cuftom of thofe umes, Gea. xxx.22. Vhofe tithes were thus con- 
f crated to Gad; they were fer apart for the maintenance of reli- 
gion, for the relief of the poor, and other pious purpofes, 


GENERAL REFLEC TIONS on Chap. XIV. 


This chapter proves, as likewife do feveral others, that Mofes, in 
his hiftory, has omitted feveral particulars, which can only be 
underftood or gathered from the circumftances. From the laft 
verfes hereof, it is evident, that fome of the neighbouring peo- 
ple had joined Abram in purfuit of the kings, aithough in this 
narrative Mofes lias nor given the leat indication thereof. 

EXPL i- 





Abram juftifed by. faith. G By ON Canaan vs proimifed, 
a Ny, 

eS C H A P NV 10 And he took unto him all thefe, and divided Before 
CHRIST 2 2 ° zi 


: them in the midfi, and Jaid each piece one againft BRI 
1983" God encourageth Abram, who complaineth for the want a 





another: but the birds divided he not. nee 


of an heir. 4 God promifeth him a fon, and a nume- 
rous feed. 6 Heisjuftified by faith. 7 The promife 
of Canaan ts renewed, and confirmed to him ly a fign 
and a vifton. 
FTER thefe things the word of the Lorp came 
unto Abram ina vifion, faying, Fear not, Abram: 
lam thy thicld, and thy excceding great reward. 

2 And Abram faid, Lorv God, what wilt thou 
give me, feeing I go childlefs, and the fteward of 
my houfe 2s this Eliezer of Daimafcus ? 

“g And Abram faid, Behold, to me thou haft given 
no feed: and, lo,one born in mine houfe is mine heir. 

4 4 And, behold, the word of the Lorn came 
unto him, faying, This fhall not be thine heir; but 
he that {hall come forth ont of thine own bowels 
fhall be thine heir. 

5 And he brought him forth abroad, and faid, 
Look now toward heaven, and tcll the ftars, if thou 
be able to number them: and he faid unto him, So 
fhall thy feed be. 

6@ And he believed in the Lorn; and he count- 
ed it to him for righteoufnefs. 

© And he faid unto him, I am the Lorn that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldces, to give thee 
this land to inherit it. 

8 And he faid, Lorn God, whercby fhall I know 
that I fhall inherit it? 

g And he faid unto him, Take me an heifer of 
three years old, anda fhe-goat of three vears old, 
and a ram of three years old, and a turtle dove, and 
a young pigcon. 


een pe 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 


1,2, 3) 4. Fear not, Abram, &c.| Abram, it appears, after the 
gracious and repeated aflurances of a numerous pottcrity, was now 
grown uneafy at his wife’s barrennefs, and his own want of iffue to 
inkerit the promifes. Accordingly, we find him diftuibed with 
thofe apprehenfions ; and that God, to remove them, appeared to 
him, in a vifion, and faid, ‘¢ Fear not, Abram, Ac." ‘That his 
fears were not occafioned from any apprehenfions of danger from 
the nations among whom he was fettled ; but folely for the reafon 
aftigned, is evident, as appears from the words immediately fol- 
lowing. For Abram being thus encouraged to tell his grief. con- 
fefled it to be for want of iffuc, and for that he fufpected the pro- 
mifed bleffings were to be inherited by his adopted children, viz. 
the fon of his fesvant Eliezer of Damafcus. ’ 

6 And be beliewed, &c ]  Notwithttanding his wife bad been long 
barren, was very much advanced in years, and it was contrary to 
the courfe of nature to expect children: yet, againit hope, he he- 
lieved in God ; and on account of the flrength of his faith, which 


had fo many objections to weaken it, he thewed he had a true idea] 


of the divine veracity and omnipotence; and it was pleafing in 
God’s fight. 

19 Divited them, &c.] It is affested by Se. Cyril, Se. Chry- 
foftom, and others, that the ancient manner of making alliances at 
this time, was, te divide the vittims into two parts, and to lay 
them on two altars oppofite each other; after which, the contra“t- 
ing parties walked between, fignifying, that the party which vio- 
Jated the covenant fhould be cut afunder as the victim was. J ere- 
miah alludes to this cuftom, chap. xxxiv. 18, 19. and conformed to 
it by paffing between the altars in the fimilitude of a camp, ver. 17. 

rt When the fowls came diwn.| Both the Hebrew, and the Sep- 
tuagint, fignify, he placed the birds upon the quarters or carcafes 
of the viétims, in the fame manner as the facrifices in Leviticus are 
ordered to be covered with fat. The word we tranflate ‘* drove 
away,” fignifies, when read according to the Vulgate, *¢ to breathe 
upon or whiftle ;” and-alludes to the cuftom obferved in facrificing, 
which was either to play upon the flute, or to fing a hymn. Ac- 
cording to this interpretation, the fenfe of this verfe is, that Abram 
placed the birds upon the quarters of the victims, and pafied be- 
tween the altars finging or playing on the flute, in honour of the 
covenant which the Lord made with him, by pafling between the 
two victims in the form of a camp. 

13 Four hundred years.) No doubt thefe years are counted from 
Ifaac’s birth ; for from the birth of Ifaac to that of Jacob were fixty 
years; thence to the birth of Jofeph were ninety ; thence to Jofeph’s | 
death, one hundred and ten years; thence to the birth of Mofes, 
fixty years; and in the eightieth year of Mofes’ life the children of, 
ifrael came out of Egypt. Thefe feveral fums, added rogether, 
amount to four hundred years, the time determined by this vifion, 
Abram was now fatisfied that the fecd of his loins was to inherit} 
the promifes; but Sarai, being uneafy on account of her fterility, 
perfuaded her hufband to go in unto her handmaid Hagar, the 


ts And when the fowls carne down upon the car- 
cafes, Abram drove them away. 

12 © And when the fun was going down, a deep 
fleep fell upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great 
darknefs fell upon him. 

13 And he faid unto Abram, Know of a furety 
that thy feed fhall be a [tranger in a land ¢hat is not 
theirs, and fhall ferve them; and they fhall afflitt 
them four hundred years; 

14 And alfo that nation, whom they fhall ferve, 
will £ judge: and afterward fhall they come out with 
great fubflance. 

15 And thou fhalt go to thy fathers in peace; 
thou fhalt be buried in a good old age. 

16 Butin the fourth generation they fhall come 
hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites 7s not 
yet full. 

17 And it came to pals, that, when the fin went 
down, and it was dark, behold a fmoking furnace, 
and a burning lamp that palfled between thofe 
pieces. 

18 In the fame day the Lorp made a covenant 
with Abram, Jaying, Unto thy fecd have I given this 
land, froin the river of Egypt unto the great river, 
the river Euphrates: 

19 The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kad- 
monites, 

20 And the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Rephaims, 

g1 And the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and 
ihe Girgathites, and the Jebulites. 

CHAP. 


Egyptian. In this fhe indulged her own vanity and ambition; the 
would lave a fon whom fhe might adopt, and the flattered herfelf 
with being at the fame time an inftrument to promote God’s defigns, 

16 lathe fourth generatin.] This is reckoned from Jacob’s, de- 
fcentinto Egypt: Aaron and Moles were the tourth defcent from 

evi, Exod. vi. 16, 18, 20. 

Dhe miguity of Ue amarites is not vet full.) We may learn from 
this, God is long ‘uffering, and infinitely merciful, as well as putt 
and refolute. : 

ta A fmuking furnace, and a burning lant, &c.] This word, in 
the Hebrew, fignifies a lamp of fire, o1 lightning, and is ufed to fig- 
nify the divine prefence, or Shechinah. 

18 Lara thy feed ] God, for the farther afuranve of Abram, 
having inftruded him in the various fortunes of his poterity, ver. 
12, 14. now more particularly marks out the bounds of the promifed 





land, and reckons up the feveral nations which then inhabited it.” 











Thus, the fraclites ure aninpat@gprondertake the conquett of their 
deminions, by this Jas gMoks 


19 14e Kenttes, pr want of obferving the fore- 
Biion and ‘dominion fro mifed to 


3 Riees for the de‘cend-hygof Ca- 
sthe Bekes, 5 Sam. xv. 6. is Bagels 
tes, whofhewed kindnefs ro the: ren 


RAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XV. 
ghapter ticlear proof of God’s kqowing whas 
through allrimes; and rbat however much the 
of the world‘may feem to:be ordered and governed by the'gi 
tants of the earth, yer that God’s providence fuperineem 
dire@s in all, Here we have the ttate of 3 i 
marked out fopfpurhandred years to come, ‘a 
very remarkabij¢ evengs,.of which there were dHen no 
Tt is the incomrffiaad Sachara@er of God, to fee.i 
In the (criptures we oftéaatind him challen ing the 
foretel what is to comgg ‘* Shew the’ ings. re to come 
hereafter, that we may Enow yé agp:gouds, ’ A xii, 23, &¢. 
We may likewife further obferve, PRat thofe events came to pafs 
feemingly by accident, and in the natural courfe of things, though 
it is plain God ordered them; and therefore we have reafon to 
conclude, that God at all times, and in all countries, and. even 
families, does order thofe frequent changes, revolutions, and 
evens, which happen to thein, as bef fuits with the purpofes of 
his infinite wifdom and goodsefs, though they all feem to us to 
happen by natural caufes, and as i: were by chance. Thus we 
may obfrve, that the feed of \bram were not, nor did they re- 
turn into the land of Canaan, till it hecame fit, in the wifdom af 
God's providence, or guverament of the world, to punith the ini- 
quity of the Amorijtes. then come to fuch a height, that it was 
not confiftent with God’s wifdorn or juitice to fuffer them to go 
any longer anpunifhed. 
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EXPILA- 


Hagar fleeth from Sarai. 





CHAP. XVI. XVIL God reneweth the covenant. 





































Before will multiply thy feed exceedingly, that it fhall not Before 
oe CHAP. XVI. be Nnabeeed for multitude. ee i TAGS 
ere oe : 11 And the angel of the Lorn faid unto her, Be wn 
2 Sarai being barren giveth Hagar to Abram. 4 Ha- as : eR 

gar hse onaaee defpifeth her miftrefs, and being ae eee laa aig a ee oe and 
hard'y treated runncth away. 7 An angel fendeth h . aot : ne mac}; becaule the Lon hath 
her back-io fubmit herfelf, and informeth her of her pce fi fu ics id his | : 
fon's fortunss. 15 Ifkmael is born. ; 12 And he will be a wi man; his nand will be 
againft every man,and every man’s hand againft him; 
OW Sarai Abram’s wife bare him no chil-{] and he fhali dwell in the prefence of all his brethren. 
dren: and fhe had an handmaid, an Egyptian, 13 And fhe called the name ofthe Lor p that {pake 
‘whofe name was Hagar. unto her, Thou God feeft me: for fhe faid, Have I 
2 And Sarai faid unto Abram, Behold now, the }] alfo here looked after him that feeth me? 
Lorn hath reftrained me from bearing : I pray thee, 14 Wherefore the well was called Becr-lahai-roi; 
goin unto my maid; it mav be thac I may obtain }] behold, 7¢ 7s between Kadefh and Bered. 
children by her. And Abram hearkened to the 15 & And Hagar bare Abram a fon: and Abram 
voice of Sarai. ; called his fon’s name, which Hagar bare, Ifhmael. 
feats 3 And Sarai Abram’s wife took Hagar her maid} 16 And Abram was fourfcore and fix years old, 


the Egyptian, after Abram had dwelt ten years in 
the land of Canaan, and gave her to her hufband, 
Abram to be his wife. 

4 2 And he went in unto Hagar, and fhe con- 
ceived: and when fhe faw that fhe had conceived, 
her miftrefs was defpifed in her eyes. cae 

5 And Sarai faid unto Abram, Mv wrong be upon 
thee: I have given my maid into thy bofom; and 
when fhe faw that fhe had conceived, I was defpifed 
in her eyes: the Lorp judge between me and 
thee. 

6 But Abram faid unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid zs 
in thy hand; do toherasit pleafeth thee. And when. 
Sarai dealt hardly with her, fhe fled from her face. | 

7 WT And the angel of the Lorn found her by a: 
fountain of water in the wildernefs, by the fountain 
in the way to Shur. 2 ie : 

8 And he faid, Hagar, Sarai*s maid, whence | 
cameft thou? and whither wilt thou go? And fhe | 
faid, I-flee from the face of my miftrefs Sarai. 1 

g And the angel ofthe Lorp faid unto her, Return | 
to thy miftrefs, and fibmit thyfelf under her hands. 

10 And the angel of the Lorn faid- unto her, I 


when Hagar bare Ifhmael to Abram. 


CHAP. XVI. ore 


1 God reneweth his covenant with Abram. 5 Abram's 
name is changed in token of greater bleffings. g Cir- 
cumcifion is infiituted. 15 Sarai’s mame is chunged, 
and {faac with the bleffing of a numerous iffue, pro- 
mifed her. . 23 Abraham, his fon Ifhmael, and,all his 


men—fervants are circumcifed. 


ND when Abram was ninety years old and nine, 

the Loxno appeared to Abram, and faid unto 
hin, I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and 
be thdu perfet. 

2 And I will make my covenant between me and 
thee, and will multiply thee excedingly. 

3 And Abram fell on his face: and God talked 
with him, faving, .. 

4 As for me, behold, my covenant zs with thee, and 
thou fhalt bé a father of mary nations. __ 

5 % Neither fhall thy name any more be called 
Abram, but thy name fha]l be Abraham; for a father 
of many nations have I made thee. 

i 6 And 








ftitions; it was one of their native inventions. Thus when Hagar, 
who was an Egyptian, faw the angel of God in the wildernefs, the 
called the name of the Lord, that fpake unto her, E/ro, * the God 
of vifion,”’ or the vifible God; that is, according to the eftablifhed 
cuftom of Egypt, fhe gave him a name of honour; not merely a 
name of diftinétion ; for fuch all nations had, before their -commu- 
nications with Egypt. A fans 

is The well was called, &c.} Signifying the well of the living 
vifion. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


- 4 Heavent in unto Hagar, &c.] At thistime Abram not having 
had any fpecial affurance that the promifed feed thould {pring from 
Sarai in particular, took Hagar to bed, thinking, perhaps, that 
God would fulfil his promife by thefe means. 

st Shalt call his name Ubmael, &c.}. This is derived from the 
Hebrew word Jima, ‘* he wil} hear,” and E/, ‘* God;"" which’ 
alludes to the wogds & wi The word rendered 













-** affliction,” fighifies es spies aufed by affliction: rhe : 
Chaldce and Artic ; in affliction ;” and GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
dele me ae We have here, and in fome. of the following cha; ters, the diftin- 


guifhing particulars of Ifnmacl, and his defcendants, to this very 
day, after the long fpace of above three thoufand years: for it 
is to be remarked, that, according to the language of {cripture, 
what is fpoken of the head or founder of any people, mui be un- 
derftood to be fpoken of his defcendants likewife, and to be their 
general charaéter, as well as his in particular. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 


‘1 Almighty God, &e.} It isin the Hebrew E/ Shaddar; from Fi, 
“‘ God,” and Shaddai, derived from in, put infiéad of afer, fig- 
nifies ‘‘ who,”’ and dai “ fufficient;”’ a title affuring him, that he 
was able to perform the promife. The .Septuagine. tranflate the 
latter end of the verfe, ‘* Do thou that which is well pleafing inmy 
fight, and be blamelefs before me.”’ The Chaldee renders ‘t do 
thou ferve,”’ inftead of “do thow walk;” the Syriac, ‘* do 


d by prey in 
rabia, and 






reafon for their jufti 
lidangil in the prefince, &c.| In the original it is to ** dwell 
the Spices formerly, gnd Bedoweens at prefent, do fo 
€ Cy as falfiied in the perfon of Ifhmacl, 
spoken likewHe dwelt in the prefence of all 

and dl finne w difine people, and inhabited 








the coun genitors, noteithitanding the perpetual cn- r S 1 
mity bet refiof mankind. Ther were never re- | | good before me, and be without blot;"’ and the Arabic, ** walkin 


my obedience, &c. é 3 

4 father of many nations.) ice. Ina literal fenfe, the inhabitants 
of Arabia, Idumea, and Canaan,-befides the tribes, fprung from his 
children by Keturah, were the defcendants of Abram; in a fpiritual 
fenfe, the father of the faithful in all nations. See oem..iv. 16, 
89% Gal, iii. 7. 

5 Neither forall thy name be any more called Abram; but thy name frail 
be Abrabar:, &c.] If the name Abraham be derived*from the 
Hebrew, it fhould have been written Abhammon; i.e. the. father 
ofa multitude. Orhers, indeed, derive it from 4, “a father,” 
rab, “ many,” and Aamnen, © a multitude ;” but then it should 
have been written Abrabhamon, Put this obje-tiqn vanithes if ic 
be derived from the Arabic, where aba fignines ** afather,"" and 
roham “a mul:itude.”” His former name was derived from aé, “a 
father,” and rev “ high,” i.e. a father high in favour. 

G 


duced by the Perfians could the Affyrians, Medes, or Ma- 
cedonians, fubdue them. heir depredations and independency 
are ftill afcertained by travellers. 2 wo 

13 Ste called, @e.} It is in the original, fhe called the name of: 
Jehovah, that fpake unto her, the God of vifion; for the faid, [ 
What do [fee here after the vifion? The Vulgate explains the Jat. 
ter claufe, by rendering it, Truly, I have feen the hinder parts of 
him thar faw me. The Chaldee paraphrafes the whole thus: She 
prayed in the name of the Lord, chs fpake unto her; faying, 
"Shou arta God that feeth all things; becaufe, fhe faid, 1 began 
to fee, after he appeared unto me. Burt the Arabic reads, she 
called the name of God, that converfed with her, ‘Thou art 
powerful, thou fec#: beeaufe, the faid, I have feen or experienced 
thy mercy, after I had feenaffliftion. The religion of names was 
ol great confequence in Egypt; it was one of their effential fuper- 


No. 2. 6 Kings 


Sarat’s name is changed. CG: Bi Ns ee on dk Tfaac premifed. 
a se ei i ln A SL 


Before 


6 And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I ofher: yea, Iwill blefs her, and fhe fhall be a mo~ Belov x 
CHRIST will make nations of thee, and kings fhall come out ff ther of nations ; kings of people fhall be of her. 1858. 





















of thee. 

y And I will eftablifh my covenant between me 
and thee and thy {eed after thee in their generations 
for an everlafting covenant, to be a God unto thee, 
and to thy feed after thee. 

8 And I will give unto thee, and to thy feed after 
thee, the land wherein thou art a ftranger, all the 
land. of Canaan for an everlafling poffeffion ; and | 
will be their God. 

g I And God faid unto Abraham, Thou fhalt 
keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy feed after 
thee in their generations. , 

1a This 7s my covenant, which ye fhall keep, be- 
tween me and you and thy feed after thee; Every 
man child among you fhall be circumcifed. 

11 And ye fhall circumcife the flefh of your fore~ 
fkin; and it fhall be a token of the covenant be- 
twixt me and you, 

12 And he that is cight days old fhall be circum- 
cifed among you, every man-child in your genera- 
tions, he that is born in the houfe, or bought with 
money of any ftranger, which zs not of thy feed. 

13 “He that is born in thy houfe, and he that is 
bought with thy money, mult needs be circumcifed : 
and my covenant fhall be in your flefh for an ever- 
lating covenant. d 

144 And the uncircumcifed man-child whofe flefh 
of hisfore-fkinisnot circumcifed, that foul fhall be cut 
off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. 

15 @ And God faid unto Abraham, As for Sarai 
thy wife, thou fhalt not call her name Sarai, but 
Sarah, /hall her name be. 

16 And I will blefs her, and give thee a fon alfo 


17 Then Abraham fell upon his face, and laughed, 
and faid in his heart, Shali @ child be born unto him 
thas is an hundred years old? and fhall Sarah, that 
is ninety years old, bear? 

18 And Abraham faid unto God, O that Hhmael 
might live before thee! 

19 And God faid, Sarah thy wife fhall bear thee a 
fon indeed ; and thou fhalt call his name Ifaac: and 
I will cftablifh my covenant with him for an cverlaft- 
ing covenant, and with his [ced after him. 

20 And as for Ifhmacl, I have heard thee: behold, 
1 have bleffed him, and will make him fruicful, and 
will multiply him exceedingly ; twelve princes fhalk 
he beget, and I will make him a great nation. 

21 But my covenant will I eltablifh with Maac, 
which Sarah fhall bear unto thee at this fet time in 
the next year. 

22 And he Icf off talking with him, and God went 
up from Abraham. 

23 © And Abraham took Ifhmacl his fon, and all 


with his money, every male among the men of Abra- 
ham’s honfe; and circumcifed the flefh of their fore. 
fkin in the felf-fame day, as God had faid unto him. 

24 And Abraham was ninety years old and nine, 
when he was circumcifed 1n the Aefh of his forefkin. 

25 And tfhmael his fonwas thirteen years old,when 
he was circumcifed in the flefh of his forefkin. 

26 In the felf-fame day was Abraham circumceiled, 
and Ifhmael his fon. 

27 And all the men ofhis houfe, born in the houfe, 
and bought with money of the ftranger, were cir- 
cumciled with him. 


CHAP. 


18 O chat Lfomael might live before thee 1] The good patriarch was 
now grown fond of Ifhmacl, and reckoned upon him ‘for the inhe- 
ritor of the promifes: to correct the miftake, God gave him a new 
revelation, in which he is told, thar it was not the fon of the bond- 
woman, but of Sarah, who was ordained to be heir of the promifes. 
But Abraham had fo long indulged himielf in his miftake, and con- 
fequently in his affection for Ihmael, that he begs God would ins 
dulge it too— O that Ifnmael, &c."? And God, in compaffion 
to his paternal fondnefs, gracioufly promifes that the pofterity of 
Ifhmael fhould become grear and powerful (which we find accom- 
plithed, chap. xxv.) but that his covenant fhould be with Ifasc. But 
this promife having been received with fome kind of doubr, as ap- 
pears from ver. 17. God was pleafed to repeat the promife of a 
fon by Sarah, and even to mark out the time of his birth, accard- 
ing to which the conccived end dare a fon, The word tranflared 
“ Jaughed,”’ is by the Chaldee rendercit “ rejoiced,’” and the Ara- 
bic confirms this feafe bp pasaphraGiag ic “ laughed for joy."". The 
name of Ifsac aédts ro SS cireumftance, the Hebrew word for 
ee being janoack, and the Hebrew for Yate beinggea/bact 
likewafe. a = 

22 God wearup, &e.} Et is in the Chridee «the gist of the 
Lord went up, ec." . The Syriac, “ God was taken ups &” and 
the Arabic, “the angel of the Lord was taken up, &2. ngs 

23 dn the felffame day, &c.) * Vhe faith and piery of Abralgm 
2 ‘ are confpiggous in performing this site the fame day, norwich Rgged- 
this patriarch were pe and the rite of circumcifion epnid not #] ing the opieation mut have been both painful and dangerous We 2 
have been enjoined him, before‘his going into Egypt; nor, indced, |} perfon of his age. on oF 
at any other time than that in which we find it to have been given. 25 Lbmarl was thirteen yeau ad when be was circumeifed.}, > Ana 
Had Abraham borrrowed it ay an Peypan rite, he would have }] hence Jofephua tells us, the Arabians defcended from Ithmpely did 
been circumcifed in Egypt, or foon after his return; for in Egypt |} not circumcifc their children till they were thirteen years Bn 
it was a perfonal, not a family rite; and thofe who went into E- 27 Andallthe meseef bit honf-,&c } Ali the males, whether 
‘gypt, either to copy their manners, or to be initiated into their || or adulrs, by theif-oonfent, chey being before trained 
= aie were, 28 a Perens ens ae circumcifed by | | religious exercifes, wereeafily prevailed upon to follow 

ie Fptian pricits themicives. ircumcifion was nor given to yang 
abtahed and ba race as a mark of diftinGion and ieaaan from GENERAL REFLEC TIONS on CHAR: SVU. 
ali other people, bur what its conftant ufe only made it fit for, a This chapter afferdsa noble example of a readi: obedience to God's 
fianding memorial of the covenant between God and Abraham. command. Here is, indecd, a pattern of inch obedience, as is 

14 YAat foul fhall be cut off from his perpley &c.] Without doubt truly and rightly due, from all created beings, however exalted. 
this expreffion refers to the parents, who were to be cut off for neg- to their great Creator. For it is not only founded in the righe of 


RT TT 


6 King: fball, &c.} i.e. The kings of the Jews, Ifhmaelites, 
Idumzans, Midfanites, Saracens, Arabians, Babylonians, Egyp- 
tians, Africans, Spaniards, and, laftly, Meffiah, the king of 
kings. 

ae And I will cablifa, &c.| "This promife contains in it both 
a literal and a fpiritual fenfe, though fome will have a fpiritual to 
be the only one, In the literal fenfe it contains a promife of the 
Yand of Canaan to Abraham and his pofterity ; and in this fenfe it 
was literally fulfilled, though Abraham was never perfonally in 
peffeffion of it; fince Abraham and his pefterity, put collectively’, 
fignify the race of Abraham, and that race poffeiled the Jand of Ca- 
naan, Though God telle Abraham, he would give him the land, 
yet at the fame time, he affures him it would be many hundred 
years before his pofterity fhould be put in poffeffion of it, chap. xv. 
13. Awhole country is given to Abraham and his feed. ould 
it poflibly be God’s defign to placc his family in the land of Canaan, 
till they were riumerous enough to occupy and defend it? His pof- 
terity was his reprefentative, and therefore putting them into pof- 
feffion, was putting him into it. The giving an hanvenly Canaan 
could not be the literal fenfe, becaufe an earthly Canaan is the di- 
reét, immediate fenfe of the promife. Manafleh Ben Hfrael con- 
tends for a {piritual Canaan, as the Jiteral; but then he holds, that 
at the refurreion, Abraham will arife, and take poffeffion of the 
tand of Canaan. 

11 dnd ye foall tircumrife, &c.] Thus the revelations of God to 










lecting, asappears from Exod. iv. 24. to perform this ceremony on fovereignty, but in the nature of things; for all created beings 
their children: and this fenfe is fupported by the Syriac verfion, whatfoever muft have les of every attsrbute thaa their original, 
which renders, ‘whoever fhall not circumcife, &c.’’ fhall be cut and confequently onght to conclude, that every thing he orders 
off; others think it related to the children themfelves, who were muft be right, and wife, and good. Though circumcifion was 
to be cut aff, unlefs they took care to have this ceremony perform fo fevere, fo painful, and was fo dangerous an injunction, at 
ed before they were thirteen years of age. By cutting off, is im- Abraham’s years, and which undoubredly he might nor fee the 
plied an uneimely death, which was generally inflicied by God him- neceffity of; yet in the felf-fam- day that God communded it, 
felf. See Ler. xvii. ro. . . did he fubmit himfelf unto it, And in this we are taughe te 
1¢ Thon foale nat call Ber mame Sarai, but Sarah foall ber name bee] be refigned, under all Gad’s difpenfations of providence. how - 
Sarai, in the Hebrew, fignifies, ‘* my prinee(s,”"" and Sarah, “ prin- ever grievous they may feem; and in every thing tu fubmit our. 
cefé of multitudes,’ which is a great difference. felres to Ged. i ea 


that were born in his houfe, and all that were bought” 





SRO A ONCE PETIT 7 SO 





Abraham entertaineth three angels. 


poe 
rere e CHAP. AVITII. 


a Abraham entertcincth three angels, g The promife of 
Ifaacis renewed, at which Sarah laugheth, and 1s re- 
proved. 17 The deftruétion of Sodom ts revealed to 
Abraham, 23 who firongly intercedeth for the inhabi- 
tants of it. 


AN D the Lorn appeared unto him inthe plains, 
of Mamre: andhe fat in the tent doorin the 
heat of the day ; a! 

z Andhe lift up his eyes and looked, and, lo, 
three men ftood by him: and when he thw them, he 
ran to meet them from the tent door, and bowed him- 
felf toward the ground, 

g -And faid, My Lord, if now I have found favour 
in thy fight, pafs not away, I pray. thee, from thy 
fervant: ; : 

4 Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and 
wafh your feet, and reft vourfelves under the tree: - 

5 And I will fetch a morfel of bread, and comfort. 
ye your hearts; after that ye fhall pafs on; for there- 
fore are ye come to your fervant. And they faid, 
So do, as thou haft faid. 

6 And Abraham haftened into the tent unto Sarah, 
and faid, Make ready quickly three meafures of fine 
meal, knead zt, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

7 And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetcht a 


.calf tender and good, and gave i¢ unto a young man ; }. 


and he hafted to drefs it. 

8 And he took butter, and milk, and the calf 
which he had dreffed, and fet 7 before them; and 
he ftood by them under the tree, and they did eat. 

9 @ And thcy faid unto him, Where zs Sarah thy 
wife? And he faid, Behold, in the tent. 

10 And he faid, I will certainly return unto thee 
according to the time of life; and, lo, Sarah thy 
wife fhall have a fon: And Sarah heard i¢ inthe tent 
door, which was behind him. 

11 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and well 
ftricken in age ; and it ccafed to be with Sarah after 
the manner of women. 

s2 Therefore Sarah laughed within herfelf, 
faying, After Iam waxed old fhall I have pleafure, 
my lord being old alfo? 

13 Andthe Lor» faid unto Abraham, Wherefore 
did Sarah laugh, faving, fhall I of a furety beara 
child, which am old? | 
14 Is any thifig*tooHad@for the Lorn ? At the 
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NOTES eon 


any 
CHAP, XVIII. 


BKPLANATORY 


d the Lard appeared unto him,-&e.)  Bevewal are of opinion 
vas the Logos, or Son of Gad, who new aleigned to vifit him. 
t fuficiently indicates, thet fe wesemingntly confpicuove 
the other twe, becsufe Abtaham enakes his i 
Compare chap. xiii. #8. Hf. ix. 6. Rote 
fi t. Paul's epifie tothe i 







wor; Bc. | 
s-Indtunce of hofpitality, and the sewasd wht 
be efit, chep. xiii. 2. Ae, ag 
fetch, &c-| ‘The patriarch’s gooinefsand humility are 
is, Ver. &. in his offering littic, and wow in giving mach. 
ecrtfieres, cc.) A yepsture. weighing gbout twelve pounds, 
read rouft ance pounds, which,: 
a preat delicacy:in Peostitries, was not only an 

ae an elegant Fone. 
“© Many qietlty: his fentence, by rendering it 


ras the confe- 







8 Th pe} 
«© they feemed to eat.” _-.. 

10 f all reture, Be.J~ Several explain this verfethus: The an- 
gels faid they fhould return foon, und then find Sarah pregnant. 
‘his occafioning her ridicule, as expzeffed in the next verfe, they 
difcovered themfelvss to be angels; and that one of them was fent 
to notify the birth of a fon to Abraham ;_ but the other two tu deftroy 
Sodom. : 

te Langhed within berf-lf, &c.] Weis thoughe that Ifaac, which 
fignifies ** Laughter,” received his name from Sarah s Jaughing st 
the predi@ion of the angels; but it appears, from the foregoing 
chapter, he received it from Abraha:n’s laugh, occafioned by ex- 
ceffive delight. 

20 Recaufe the ery of Sodom, &c.] There is an old tranilation 
which illuftrates this expreffion thus: ‘* Becaufe the cry of thofe 
who are oppreffed in Sodom,” &c. : 





2 


CHA. P. 


AVILL. 
time appointed I will return unto thee, according to 
the time of life, and Sarah fhall have a fon. 

15 Then Sarah denied, faying, 1 laughed not; 
for fhe was afraid. And he faid, Nay; but thou 
didft laugh. : 

16 And the men rofe up from thence, and looked 
toward Sodom: and Abraham went with them to 
bring them on the way. 

17 I And the Lorn faid, Shall I hide from 
Abraham that thing which I do? 

18 Seeing that Abraham fhall furely become a 
great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the 
earth fhall be bicffed in him ? 

19 For I know him, that he will command his 
children and his houfhold after him, and they fhall 
keep the way of the Lorn, to do juftice and judg- 
ment; that the Lorn may bring upon Abraham that 
which be hath fpoken of him. 

20 And the Lorn faid, Becaufe the cry of Sodom 
and Gomorrah is great, and becaufe the fin is very 
grievous ; 

21 I will go down now, and fee whether they have 
done altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come unto me; and if not, I will know. 

22 And the men turncd their faces from thence, 
and went toward Sodom: but Abraham ftood yet 
before the Lorn. 

23 4 And Abraham drew near, and faid, Walt 
thou alfo deftray the righteaus with the wicked? 

24 Peradventure there be fifty: righteous within 
the city : wilt thou alfo deflroy and not fpare the 
place for the fifty righteous that gre therein ? 

25 That be far from thee to do after this manner, 
to flay the righteous with the wicked: and that the 
righteous fhould be as the wicked, that be far from 
thee: fhall not the judge of all the earth do right? 

26 And the Lorn faid, If I find in Sodom fifty 
righteous within the city, then I will, {pare all the 
place for their fakes. 

27 And Abraham anfwered and faid, Behold now, 
I have taken upon me to {peak unto the Lorn, which 
am but duft and afhes: 

28 Peradventure there fhall lack five of the fifty 
righteous : wilt thou deftroy all the city for lack of 
five? And he faid, if I find there forty and five, [ 
will not deftroy zt. 

29 And he fpake unto him yet again, and faid, 
Peradventure there fhall be forty found there. And 
he faid, I will not do z¢ for forty’s fake. 
go And 


a 
2: Lcaull go dawn, &c.] This is rendered in the Chaidee: © I 
will appear, and will judge whether,” Sc. The Arabic is remark- 
able, and reads thus: * I will fend my monitor, or meffenger to 
them, that he may fee whetheror no they do according to their cry, 
which hath reached my ear.” See Gev. xi. 7. for the fame phrafe. 

22 Stood before the Lord, &C.] i. e. In the prefence of the angel, 
who was the word of God, the Son of God, the vifible image of the 
invifible God, reprefenting the majefty of his Father, and ating in 
his name, the angel who appeared to Manoah, Javges xiii 18. de- 
{cribed in //a. ix. 6, and fpaken of in Rec. xix.12. For there were 
three angels who appzared to Abraham, but only two of them went 
to Sodom; and he who remained is in the Hebrew honoured with 
the title of Jehovah, the incommunicable name of God. The 
Chaidee tranflates the words, ‘* prayed before the Lord.” 

25 Fudge of all the earth, &c.}_ Thisis a confirmation of the fores 
goiry affertion. It exprefly confines the fenfe to thar Being, who 
is the exprefs image at God, who made the worlds, and who, as the 
writer of the epiftle to the Philippians afferts, thought it no robbery” 
to be equal with God = Thefe dawnings. os faint glimmerings of 
the incarnation, demand our moft profound attention, reverence, 
and adoration; and as the day-{pring from on high hath vifited us, 
we ought to arife from the death of fin, and to fhine in gocd works ; 
for our Jight is now come, and the glory of our Lord is upon us, 
La, Wwe te 
= 26 Lf d feud in Sod:m] Sodom is mentioned as the metropolis, 

‘and comprehending the seit of the whole country of Pertapolis, 
Gee KIV. 12. 

Thex will 1 fpare, Sc.) i.e. Not Sodom only, but the whole 
country. 

2; he om but daft avd afbes.)_ This isan humble expreffion oft 
his meannefs and unwarhinefs in the fight of God. It carries a 


ae allufion to the vile and perifaable marerials, out of which the . 


uman body was compefed at firt. 


GENERAL 


He intercedeth for Sodom, 





Before 
CHRIST 


32898. 


Lot entertaineth iva ancels, G E N E S I S. fol poeth oul of Sodom. 
fea a es at 





Kefore go and he faid unto Aim, Ob let not the Lorn be f{ Where ere the men which came in to thee this night tice 
i peta angry, and I will {peak : peradventure there fhall }¥ bring them out unto us, that we may know them. 1568. 


thirty be found there. And he faid, Ewill not do «4; 6 And Lot-.went out at the door unto them, and 


if I find thirty there. 

gt And he faid, Behold now, I have taken upon 
me to fpeak unto the Lory: peradventure there 
thall be twenty found there. And he fard, I will 
not deftroy 7t for twenty’s fake. 

32 And he faid, Ob Jet not the Lorn be angry, 
and I will fpeak yet bue this once: peradventure 
ten fhall be found there. 
deftroy # for ten’s fake. 


.33 And the Lory went his way, .as foon as he 


had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham 

returned unto his place. 
CHAP. XIX. 

2 Lot-enteriaineth two angels. 


morrah.are deftroyed. 26 Lot’s wife becomes a pillar 


of falt. 27 Abraham feeth the dreadful overthrow. 


- 30 Lot retireth from Zoar to a cave in the mountuin. 
"a4 The incefluows origin of Moab and Ammon. 


N D there came two angels to Sodom at even; [ 


and Lot fat in the gate of Sodom: and Lot 


feeing. them rofe up to meet them: and he bowed 


himfelf with his face toward the ground ; : 

2 And he faid, Behold’ row, my lords, turn in, I 
pray you, into your fervant’s houfe, and tarry all 
night, and wafh your feet, and ye fhall rife up early, 
and po on your ways. And they faid, Nay; but we 
‘will abide’in the ftrect all night. 

3 And he preffed upon them greatly ; and they 
turned in unto him, and entered into his houfe ; and 
he made them a feaft, and did bake unleavened 
bread, and they did eat. 

4 @ But before they lay down, the men of the city, 
“even the men of Sodom, compaffed the houfe round, 
both old and young, all the people from every 
quarter :- 

5 And they called unto Lot, and faid unto him, 


ne 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XVIE, 


This chapter fully demonftrates how highly precious and regarded in 
‘the fight of God, the good and righteous are, and how much they 
contribute to the happinefs of the world; for it is not only hy 
their juttand kind conduét, or behaviour in life, thar they do good 
to mankind, but it is probable from the inftance before us, that 
they.contribute to avert God's fevere judgments from the refpec- 
tive communities they live in. And this, perhaps, may account 


for God’s delay in making examples of cities and kingdoms,; 
which are notorioufly wicked. The few righteous mingled among 
them, who wovld be involved in their ruin, are fo dear to him,’ 


that it turns afide his anger, and he cannot doany thing whilft 
they are there. 


oe EXPLANATORY NOTES or CHAP. XIX. 


3 There came tev angels, &c.] Inch. xviii. 2. 22. they are cal- 
fed rnen, gn account of the manner in which they appeared. That 


they were heine of an’ inferior order to the third, who remained.{, 


zalking with Abraham, we have fhewn in the noteson the place jutt 
quated ; and at the fame time, have’enabled the reader to deteét an 
error of mot modern commentators, who roundly affert, that all the 
three angcls went towards Sodom, though, we find from this place, 
that only two came there. 
z Turn in, f pray you, &c J] Lot's warm benevolence, and hearty 
“hofpitality are remarkable in the importunities which he ufes to the 
angels; and they are the more remarkable, as he was then fertled 
among a people who were infolent on account of their wealth, void 
of benevolence to men, or piety to God; who were ftrangers to 
hofpitality, and loft to every principle of virrue. Amidit this fink 


of vice, Lot remained untainted, receives the heaventy guefts with |- 


the greateit homanity, and feems not only to have been an exa:t 
imicator, but Hkewife a rival of Abraham’s hofpitality and bene- 
volence, 

3 Unleavenéd bread, &c.| By thiswe fee the hafte he was in to 
accommodate his guefis: For bread without Ieaven in it, was fooner 


Daked than that which had leaven in tt, 


4 The vicious Sodomites F 
befet the houfe, and are {mitten with Blindnefs. 12 Lot: 
is direfled to flee with his family to the mountain, but fF 
obtaincth leave:to retire into Zoar. 24 Sodom and Go~ 


ing, that if they remained obftinate, notwithftandiag his 





fhut the door after him. 

7 And faid, I pray you, brethren, do not fo 
wickedly. 

8 Behold now, I have two daughters which have 


{not known man ; let me, I pray you, bring them out 


unto you, and do ve to them as 7s good in your eyes : 


} only unto thefe men do nothing ; tor therefore came 
And he faid, I will not 


they under the fhadow of my roof. 

g And they faid, Stand back. And they faid 
again, This one fellow came into fojourn, and he 
will needs be a judge: now will we deal worfe with 
thee, than with them. And they preffed fore upon the 
man, evex Lot, and came near to break the door. 

10 But the men put forth their hand, and pulled 
Lot into the houfe to them, and fhut the door. 

rt And they fmotethe men that were at the door 
af the -houfe with blindnefs, both finall and great: 


4} fo that they wearied themfelves to find the door. 


12° And the men faid unto Lot, Halt thou here 


‘any befides? fon in law, and thy fons, and thy daugh- 


ters, and whatfoever thou halt inthe city, bring them 


‘Lout of this place: 


13 For we will deftroy this place, becaufe the cry 
of them is waxen great-before the face of the Lorn; 
and the Logp hath fent us to deftroy it. “ 

14 And Lot went out, and fpake unto his fons in 
law, which married his daughters, and faid, Up, get 


] you out of this place; for the Lory will deftroy usis 


city. But he feemed as one that mocked ynto his 
fons in law. 

15 And when the morning arofe, then the angels 
haftened Lot, faying, Arife, take thy wife, and thy 
two daughters, which are here: leit thou be con- 
fumed in the iniquity of the city. . . 

16. And while he lingered, the men laid hold.upon 
his hand, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon 
the hand of -his two daughters; the Lorn being 
merciful unto kim; and they brought him forth, and 
fet him without the city. 

17 And it came to pafs, when they had brought 
them forth abroad, that he faid, Efcape for thy life ; 

look 





_ 4 AIL the people, &c.] ‘It appears their depravity was univerfal, 
and had feized not only on all ranks, but likewife on all ages. We 
need not, therefore, wonder to find that there were not‘ ten right- 


eous perfons in the city.” chapgegvall. 32+ - . 

5 Bring them out unte ni, it Bee imhabitants.were ftrock with 
the extraordinary beaygeyief the divine meflenger, and were on thar 
account fo furious nfringeethe taws of hofpitalicy, and bunt 
through the barrier’ of virtue and hrnour. 

8 Behold now Sbawe two daughteris &o. | 
pitality, thus attacked by thefe furious 
maintain inviolate,even it hisown expence ; ond 


The facred laws of hof 
tches, Lot exdeavorftgp ro 
by an heroic efforr 






'} of difintereited generolisy, offers to facrifice his own daughregyy go 


jets, who had taken refuge under his roof, Some 
have, indeedgplamed this a€tion, as carrying the ideas of hofpieality 
teo high; a endeavour ro excafe Lot, by faying his perturbation 
wasfo great, that he fpoke onadvifedly ; but he is thus vindicated.: 
** Lot made his remonftrance to the multitude, fhewing the inigsi 
of their demand, and the facrednefs of the iaws of holpitalityy; 


preferve the 








he would rather fubjefchis daughters to their intentions, thas 
up his guefts.”” apropofal required fome zime fot wget 
tion, and was not to" be phe ig-force rill the rabble had giwen their 
anfwer ; buc their anfwer was pethaps, a3 Lot expeCted, deh as freed 
him fromexpdfing his daughters, thoagh he was determined not to 
give up his guefts at any rate. wise : 

g Stand back, &c.} Men who are abandoned to wickednefs are 
fo far from being fenftble of their danger, that they are rather en- 
raged againit the friendly perfon who endeavours either to convince 
them of the nature of their condition, or the confequences of their 
a@ions. Thus it happened to Lot; thus it happened te the pro- 
phets; thus it happened to our blcffed Lord and his apoitles ; and 
thus ithappened, and will happen, to the miniftess of the gofpel, 
who are fent as lambs among wolves. et : 

11 Blindnefi, &c.} This was only a temporary defeét of fight, 
fuch as is mentioned 2 Kings vi. 8. ‘ 

15 Take rty auife, &c.) This illuftrates the twenty-fourth verfe 
of the preceding chapter, and demonftrates, that God is nolefs juft 
than he is merciful. BS ASB : Se gs oe 

4 22 Thercfere 


eT ORC, 


Sodom and Gomorrah are de troyed, 
examen 


setore 





Cukisrlook not behind thee, neither flay thou in all the 


Leys. 


plain; efcape to the mountain, left chou beconfumed. 

18 And Lot faid unto them, Oh, not fo my 
Lord: 

19 Behold now, thy fervant hath found grace in 
thy fight, and thou haft magnified thy mercy, which 
thou halk fhewed unto me in faving my life; and I 
cannot efcape to the mountain, left fome evil take 
mine, and I dic: 

20 Behold now, this city 7s near to flee unto, and 
ites alittle one: oh, Jet me efcape thither, (zs it not 
a tittle one?) and my foul fhall live. 

21 And he faidunto him, See, I have accepted 
thee concerning this thing alfo, that I will not 
overthrow this city, for the which thou haft {poken. 

22 Hafte thee, efcape thither; for I cannot do 
any thing till thou be come thither. Therefore the 
name of the city was called Zoar. 

23 The fun was rifen upon the earth when Lot 
entered into Zoar. 

24% Then the Lorn rained upon Sodom and 
upon Gomorrah brimftone and fire from the Lorn 
out of heaven; : 

25 And he overthrew thofe citics, and all the 
plain, and all the inhabitants of the cities, and that 
which grew upon the ground. 

26 @ But his wife looked back from behind him, 
and fhe became a pillar of falt. 

27 7 And Abraham gat up carly in the morning to 
the place where he flood before the Lorn: 

28 Andhe looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, 
and toward all the land of the plain, and beheld, 
and, lo, the fmoke of the country went up as the 
finoke of a furnace. 





22 Tlerefore the name of the city vas colled Zoi.) The reafon of 
its receiving this name, ts becaufe Zoar fignifies little. See ver. 20. 

23 The fun svas rifen, &c.] It is thought that this particularly 
was intended to fhew that Zoar was near Sodom: and that when: 
God is faid to have rained, it might not be thought to be natural, 
but miraculous, as there were.no clouds, commonly mentioned in 
other great rains. ‘ 2 

24 Lhe Lord rained, &c.] In the Hebrew the brimftone and fire 
fignify lightning; and the addition of the words “ from the 





































Lord,"’ implies, that thunder, or the thunderbolt, attended this 
dreadful ftorm ; or that the Lord caft his'dart, or bolt, from hea- 
ven. As this country abounded in flime-pits, it iseafy to account 
for the deftruction of thefe places from this caufe; a dreadful de- 
firuétion! of which there were lately ocular proofs remaining. 

25 dnd he overtkresw thofe cities, &c. In all probability the ttorm 
of thunder and lightning, or, ag others think, of liquid fire, which 
overthrew thefeog Reoeitemied with a dreadful earth- 
quake. Bat, bé! learn from hence, that 
if God fpared Ap a flood upon the 
ungodly; and if he, and Gomorrah 
into afta, condemned: thém: » according to 
Su gee eoride ned them to : Hal fire; weneed 
nowBoabt, bor that, ar he-is iv-alt fites'n God of juttice 

‘Ultimately efcape, for though 
siutittive arm : though 
$e trong and patient, fo thar hefeldouredlidéterhHig-iword, and 

ireth the inftruments of deaths ‘yeite emarkable 

poes of his feverity againl fing wit et Mvince us, 

e hath rererved the cniug, however may Ricape at pre- 

nto the day of judyment, to be puni Teas re up thefe 

ons in thy remembrance, O reader; weootle® them with the 

ous attention, when thou lieft down, and when chou rifett 

up gi4tBen chou walkeft, receive. ethene asthy companion; when 

thow tale, litten to them as ify protygnéwsy and whatever thou 

doeft, confult rier 2s chy dirertom, “En ed by thefe confide- 

rations, th¥views will enlarge, thy ¥ifections be exalted, and thou 

thyfelf raifed ubove the sampalizing powers of perifhing things. 

Duly mindful of thefe, it wi be the fum of thy defires, and the 

feope of thy endeavours. to gain the approbation of that fovereign 

being, who, at the I7ft day, will fill the throne ot judgment, and 

pronounce the decifive fentence. Thou wilt fee nothing worth a 

wifh, in comparifon of having his will for thy guide, his glory for 
thy aim, and his holy Spirit for thy ever atiuating principk. 

26 His wife boked bak, Sc.) ‘As the Jerufalem Targum fays, 
fhe was a native of Sodom, fhe might, for that reafon, have been 
guilty of thewing too great an affection for the calamity of her na- 
tive place, in contradiction to the command given her and her 
hufband, ver. 17. Some, indeed, from our Saviour’s words, Luke 
xviii. 31. infer, that fhe really turned back, and by that means met 
with her fate. Commentators are divided in their opinion con- 
cerning the words “a pillar of falt,” fome take them figuratively 

No. 2- 


Cn ae Ps AT 





The births of Moab and Ammon. 


29g And it cameto pafs, when God deftroyed Before 


the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abra- 
ham, and fent Lot out of the midft of the overthrow, 
when he overthrew the cities inthe which Lot dwelt. 

30 £ And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in 
the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for 
he feared to dwell! in Zoar: and he dwelt ina cave, 
he and his two daughters. é 

31 © And the firftborn faid unto the younger, Our 
father 7s old, and there is not a man in the earth to 
come in unto us after the manner of all the earth: 

32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and 
we will lie with him, that we may preferve feed of 
our father. on 


33 And they made their father drink wine that 
night: and the firftborn went in, and lay with her 
father; and he perceived not when fhe lay down, 
nor when fhe arofe. 

34 And it came to pafs on, the morrow, that the 
firft-born faid unto the younger, Behold, I lay 
yefternight with my father: let us make him drink 
wine this night alfo; and gothou in, and lie with 
him, that we may preferve feed of our father. 

35 And they made their father drink wine that night 
alfo: and the youngerarofe, and lay with him; and he 
perceived not when fhe lay down, nor when fhe arofe. 

36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child 
by their father. 

37 And the firftborn bare a fon, and called his 
name Moab : the fame zs the father of the Moabites 
unto this day. ’ 

38 And the younger, fhe alfo bare a fon, and 
called his name Ben-ammi: the fame 7s the father 
of the children of Ammon unto this day. 

CHAP. 


a 


to imply a lafting monument of the divine wrath, a Jafting cove- 
nant, being ftiled a covenant of falt, Numb. xviii. 1g. others are 
for taking them in a literal fenfe. Jofephus fays, that he faw this 
pillar himfelf. Some of the fathers are for fupporting this literal 
fenfe, which others are for turing into ridicule, imagining the 
Jewith writers might have been impofed upon by the natives, which 
a traveller from our own country infinuates to be poffible, when he 
writes, On the weft fide is a promontory, near which, as our guides 
told us, ftood the monument of Lot’s wife; parc of which, if they 
may he credited, is at this day vifible. 

31 Ln the carth, &¢.] i. es In the land; though fome take the 
word in its utmoft latitude, and reprefent the expreffion as implying 
an apprchenfion that the whole human race would be extinét. 

32 Come kt us, &c.] The opinion is very probable which has 
been adopted by bifhop Patrick, and other commentators, that 
their anxiety to preferve feed of their father, proceeded frora an 
eager defire after the Meffiah, who, they might hope, would {pring 
from them, their father being a defcendant of Shem, and a fon of 
Abraham's eldeft brother: and in fa@, Ruth the Moabitefs, who 
was of the race of the eldeft daughter of Lot, ftands in the genealogy 
of our Saviour. 

37> 38) Moab, &c.] In allufion to the perfon from whom he 
owed his birth, fhe called hisname Moab ; that is, in the Hebrew, 
‘* from my father.”” Ben-ammi, the name given by the fecond 
daughter to her fon, implies, “ the fon of my people.” 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


We have in former remarks obferved feveral’ fignal and evident 
interpofitions of God in the affairs of the earth, to fhew man- 
kind that he was the Lord of all; that they depended entirely on 
him ; that he could alter their condition as he pleafed; that ‘vir- 
tue and goodnefs were regarded, proteéted, and rewarded by 
him ; and that vice was hateful to him, and contrary to his will, 
and what he would take cognifance of, and punifh. What is 
here related in the twenty-fifth verfe, is another fignal inftance, 
intended to inculcate thefe great truths in the hearts of man- 
kind; and this was wifely ordered to that end; for by God's 
acquainting Abraham before hand with what he purpofed todo, it 
was fufficiently made known, beyond a doubt, in his numerous 
family, and through them, when difperfed, to the reft of the 
world, thatit was, indeed, God himfelf that didit. Lot being 
alfo called out from the very place where he had lived for fome 
years, the moment before it was deftroyed, was another corrobo- 
rating evidence of God’s particular ordering of the whole affair; 
fo that by thefe means God, in his great wifdom, took care that 
this remarkable deftru€tion fhould not be attributed to any na- 
tural caufes, but to his anger only, that thereby man might be 
bronghe to fear him. And this could nox but contribute greatly 
to the keeping alive virtue in the world, and to the reftraining of 
vicc; particularly, as God fo ordered it, that the place re- 


mained a perpetual witnefs of its own ruin, 
H°- COMMENTARY 


CHRIST 


BI, 


1897- 





Abraham denicth his aife. 


5. 
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Tfeac te born. 
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Cc H A P. XX. 


1 Abraham fojourneih at Gerar, and deareth his wife s 
Ahimelech taketh ker, but is + proved of God ina 
dream, and commanded to refore her. g Ie rebuketh 
Abraham, who excufcth himfelf. 14 Sarah is reflored 
with prefeats after a gentie reproof. 17 Abimelech 
and his houfe arc healed at Abraham's prayer. 


A ND Abraham journeyed from thence toward 
LY the fouth country, and dwelled between Ka- 
defh and Shur, and fojourned in Gerar. 

2 And Abraham faid of Sarah his wife, She zs my 
fifter: and Abimelech king of Gerar fent, and took 
Sarah. ; 

3 But God came to Abimelech in a dream by 
night, and faid to him, Behold, thou a7t dut a dead 
man, for the woman which thou haft taken; for fhe 
25 a man’s wife. 

4. But Abimelech had not come near her: and he 
faid, Lorn, wilt thou flay alfo a righteous nation? 

5 Said he not unto me, She zs my filter ? and fhe, 
even fhe herfelf faid, He 7s my brother: in the in- 
tegrity of my heart and innocency of my hands have 
I done thts. 

6 And God faid unto him in a dream, Yea, I 
know that thou didft this in the integrity of thy 
heart; for I alfo withheld thee from {inning againtt 
me: therefore fuffered I thee not to touch her. 

7 Now therefore reftore the man his wife, for he 
# a prophet, and he fhall pray for thee, and thou 
fhalt live: and if thou reftore fev not, know thou that 
thou fhalt furely die, thou, and all that ave thine. 

8 Therefore Abimetech rofe early in the morning, 
and called all his fervants, and told all thefe things 
in their ears: and the men were fore afraid. 

g @ Then Abimelech called Abraham, and faid 
unto him, What haft thou done unto us? and what 
have I offended thee, that thou haft brought on me 
and onmy kingdom a great fin? thou haft done deeds 
unto me that Ought not to be done. 


er TT SAAT, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XX. 


2 dbtmeloch, Se.} A name as common to the kings of Paleftine, 
2> Pharaoh was to thofe of Egypt; it fignifies, my father the king. 
"The tranilation here related, is recorded out of the due order of 
time, as her age and hve pregnancy rendered her no fit objet to 
captivate the heart of a lover and fovereign. 

3 But God came ta Abinelech.| He was affi@ted with a very dan- 
gerous difeafe, to reftrain him from his intended crime; and ina 
vifion, when his lite was defpaired of, he was forbidden to violate 
the wile of his gueft; which he afterwards related to his phyficians ; 
adding, that God had flruck him with the difeafe, to prevent his 
bsing guilty of the fin. 

4 df nigitests natisn.| 1. @. An innocent people, as they certainly 
yer,17,18. ‘Uhe Septuagint renders, a juft and an ig- 
norant, &c- which agrees with the Vulgate; but the Arabic 
applies the fentence to Abimelech himfelf, tranflating the words, a 
chafte or modest man, &c. 

6 Fer I alfy awil-beld thee from finning, &c.] The word for 
renders the fenfe olfcure, ani therefore fhoild be omitted, as the 
original has it not. 

16 A thoufand pieces of filver, &c.| In the Chaldee the fum 
given is faid to be # thoufand fhekels, for the word pieces is not in 
the Hebrew? now a fhekel being two fhillings and four-pence far- 
ting of our money. the whole fum amounts to an handred and 
twenty pounds. ‘Phe fenfe of this verfe has very much embarrafled 
fome commentators; bat it may be eafily colleéted from comparing 
theancient vertions, ‘I he original may be tranflated, Behold he is 
to thee a covering of the eyes unto all who are with thee, and with 
all, and he repro:ed himfelf. The Vulgate tranflates, Jo, I have 
given, &c. that thal) be unto thee a covering of the eyes unto all that 
are with thee, and whitherfoever thou fhalt go, and remember thou 
halt beenAeteticd. The Septuagint, es well as the Vulgate, make 
the relative agree with the prefent given, rendering, They fhall be 
zs a reward, or howour of thy face, and ro all the women with thee, 
and always be ingenuous, or fpeak the cruth. ‘The Chaldee con- 
ftraes the relative in the fame manner. faying, Ir fhall be a veil of 
honour, on account of my having fent for thee, and having iten 
thee; and all that are with thee ; and fhe was rebuked or reproved 
upon, or by, all that he hac (aid. ‘The Syriac renders, I have granted 
them to thee, becanfe thou haft veiled or covered the eyes of all 
that were with me, and above all things, haft reproved me. The 


svere, Se 










10 And Abimelech faid unto Abraham, What 
faweft thou, that thou haft done this thing? 

11 And Abraham faid, Becaufe I thought, Surely 
the fear of God zs not in this place; and they will 
flay me for my wife’s fake. : 

12 And yet indeed /he (; my fifter; fhe 7s the 
daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my 
mother; and fhe became my wife. : 

13 And it came to pafs, when God caufed me to 
wander from my father’s houle, that I faid unto her, 
Thiss thy kindnefs which thou fhalt fhew unto me; 
at every place whither we fhall come, fay of me, 
He zs my brother. 

1q @ And Abimelech took fheep, and oxen, and 
men-fervants, and women-fervants, and gave them 
unto Abraham, and reftored him Sarah his wife. 

15 And Abimelech faid, Behold, my land és be- 
fore thee; dwell where it pleafeth thee. 

16 And unto Sarah he faid, Behold, I have given 
thy brother a thoufand pieces of filver: behold, he 
is to thee a covering of the eyes, unto all that are 
with thee, and with all other: thus fhe was reproved. 

17 © So Abraham prayed unto God: and God 
healed Abimclech, and his wife, and his maid-fer- 
vants; and thev bare children. 

18 For the Loan had faft clofed up all the wombs 
ofthe houle of Abimelech, becaule of Sarah Abra- 
ham’s wife. 


C iH A P. NX XI. 


1 Ffaac ts bora, and circumerfed, 6 Sarah'sjcx. g Hagar 
aud Iffinarl are cult forth at Sarah's tnfiance, and by 
God’s direion, 15 Hager in diftrefs is relieved and 
comforted ay anangedl. 22 Abimelech*s covenant wtih 


Abraham, 33 who calleth upon the LORDin Beersheba. 


ye D the Lorn vifited Sarah as he had faid, and 
the Lor» did unto Sarah as he had [poken. 

2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a fon 
in his old age, at the fet time of which God had 
fpoken to hiin, 

3 And 





Arabic tranflates, I have now given thy brother a thoufand fhekels, 
let them be Jaid out for thee for a beautiful vefture, for all that are 
with thee; and in all things that are fur thy modefty. From hence 
we may conclude, that che roney, not the brother, was for a cover- 
ing of the eyes; and that the fenfe of the verfe is, thar Abimelech, 
by that prefent, acknowledged both the charms and the modeity of 
Sarah, and thar he gave it with a defign to make her virtue confpi- 
cuous to all her attendants, atthe feme time he made her a compen- 
fation for the injury intended her. oa 

18 So Abraban: prigpebume God, &c.| Abraham not being able 
to requite Abimelé@th for his favours to him in kind, he imrerceded 
with God in behalf of him and his family, which he had@he more 
reafon to do, ashe had drawn him and them into a fhare, by xeapl- 
ing into chis piece of diffimulation, after he had feen the il Gis 
of it in a former event. Seong 

18 Had faft chfed up, &c.) The Lord had afflicted them with 
barrenefs. Hence Sarah muft have fpenr fome confiderable time at 
Abimelech’s court, otherwife the Philiftines could not have known 
whether theic wives were barren or not: acircumitance which feems 
to confirm the opinion, that this piece of hiitory is recorded our of 
the order of time when it happened. But if the cafe was as others 
underftand it. that they were {mitten-with fuch fwellings inthe 
fecret parts, that the men could not have conneétion with thegr wives, 
nor the women who were with child, be delivered, they mn have 
been quickly fenfible of fuch a change. - 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XX. 


In this chapter, Abraham reafoned, that if there was no wwe of re- 
ligion among them, there could be no fufficient reitrainr from 
doing any at of injuitice and cruelty, which tended to the grati- 
fication of their appetites. And hercin he reafoned riyht ; for 
there cannot be any perle¢t morality expe@ed, where there is no 
belief of the firft principles of religion. Thus, as it is agreeable 
to experience, fo it has always been the fentiment of the wilet 
men inall ages. It is our fixed opmion, that if piety towards 
God was once taken away, there would be an end of all fidelity, 
a diffolution of the bonds of haman fociety, and even of juiftice 
itfelf, the fun of all virtues. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 
1 Vfited, &e.d Ie is remembered in the Chaldee and Syriac. 
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Hagar and Tfinmael caft out. 
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g And Abraham called the name of his fon that 
was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, aac. 

4 And Abraham circumcifed his fon Ifaac being 
eight days old, as.God had commanded him. 

5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when 
his fon Ifaac was born unto him. 

6 { And Sarah faid, God hath made me to laugh, 
fo that all that bear will langh with me. 

7 And fhe faid, Who would have faid unto 
Abraham, that Sarah fhould have given children 


“fuck ? for I have borne /?m a fon in his old age. 


8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abra- 
ham made a great feaft the fame day that Ifaac was 
weaned. 

g @ And Sarah faw the fon of Hagar the Egyptian, 
which fhe had borne unto Abraham, mocking. 

10 Wherefore fhe faid unto Abraham, Caft out 
this bond-woman and her fon: for the fon of this 
bond-woman fhall not be heir with my fon, even with 
Ifeac. 

11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham’s 
fight becaufe of his fon. 

12 And God faid unto Abraham, Let it not be 
grievous in thy fight becaufe of the lad, and becaufe 
of the bond-woman; in all that Sarah hath fatd unto 
thee, hearken unto her voice: for in Ifaac fhall thy 
feed be called. : 

19 And alfo of the fon of the bond-woman will I 
make a nation, becaufe he is thy feed. 

14 And Abraham rofe up early in the morning, 
and took bread, and a pottle of water, and gave zt 
unto Hagar, putting zt on her fhoulder, and the child, 
and fent her away; and fhe departed, and wandered 
in the wildernefs of Beer-fheba. = 

15 © And the water was {pent in the botde, and 
fhe caft the child under one of the fhrubs. 

16 And fhe went, and fat her down over againft him 
a good way off, as it were a bow-fhot: for fhe faid, 
Let me not fee the death of the child. And fhe fat 
over againft him, and lift up her voice, and wept. 

17 And God heard the voice of the lad; and the 
angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and faid 
unto her, What aileth thee Hagar? fear not; for God 
hath heard the voice of the lad where he 7s. 

18 Arife, lift up the lad, and hold him in thine 
hand; for I will make hima great nation. 





‘The before-inentioned Jaugh- 
diftrutt, and was the effeét of 
‘werfe, proceeded from joy, 


* 6 God hath rade me ta laughy &c.] 
ter. chap. xviii, re. pi i 
tidicule 3-bot that ‘mentions ‘ 
arifine from the fruition of a Préat and *Wtiexpected bleffing. The 
Chaldee tranflation confirms this fenfe, by rendering the words, 
thelrd has canfetd me joy, everv one who fhall hear it, will re- 
joice together with me. The Syriac ttkewife paraphrafes it, the 
16rd hos this day given me great joy, He. 

g Mocling.| This in the original is laughing, and alludes to 
ifaac's name, which Senifies laughter; and the-verb refemMics the 
Seun fo much, it may have caufed the omillion of Ffaac. the obje& 

f Iftimacl’s derifian or ridicule, which is preferved-dn the Septua- 

int. The Jewith doétors imagine, that Ifimael devided or ridi- 
uled Ifaac, on account of his picty; and 2s the apoBle, Gu/. iv. 29. 
Kiles ir perfecution, we may conclude, that Uaac’s piety was the 
fontinuel fubject of ifimacl’s ridicule, derifion, or hard treatment. 
oeae dlnd the thing was very grievsus, &¢.) - In this verfe, our tranf- 
latotehave adhered to the fenfe of the Arabic paruphrafe. From 
hence we may colieét, that Abraham was not yet cured of his ur 
xcafonable partiality for ifhmaci, but iN reckoned upon him as his 
fecond h¥fes, in cafe any difafter ar misfortune fhould happen to 
Hfaac. This appears from Ifhmael’s infolent behaviour, from Abra- 
ham’s great unwillingnefs to difmifs him, and from God’s affuring 
him, in order to c¢ him cafy, ver.12. that in Ffaac his feed 
fhould be called. 

14 And Abraham sofe up cary inthe marmingy &c.]  Abraham’s be- 
haviour towards his fon Ifimael, has been reprefented hy foie as 
cruel to the lait degree. In order to remore the opprobrinm that 
has been thrown upon it, i¢ will be neceffarv to obferve, that 
though Ifhmael is called a child in our tranflation, vet he was 
really fifteen or fixteen years old ; and that by bread and water, is 
meant in fcripture all kinds of provifion. Thee obfer ations bring 
premifed, we proceed to affert, that it was no difficult thing for any 
perfon to find a livelihood in this early age of the world; thofe 
who had flocks, found ground enough to fpare, in every country, 
to maintain them; and creatures were fo numerous, that a perfon 
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Abwmnelech’s covenant wiih Abraham. 





1g And God opened her eyes, and fhe faw a well Before 
of water; and fhe went, and filled the bottle with CHRST 


water, and gave the lad drink. 

20 And God was with the lad: and he grew, and 
dwelt in the wildernefs, and became an archer. 

21 And he dwelt in the wildernefs of Paran: and 
his mother took hima wife of the land of Egypt. 

22 Q And it came to pafs at that time, that Abi- 
melech and Phichol the chief captain of his hoft 
fpake unto Abraham, faying, God zs with thee in all 
that thou doeft : ; 

23 Now therefore fwear unto me here by God 
that chou wilt not deal falfely with me, nor with my 
fon, nor with my fon’s fon: du according to the 
kindnefs that I have done unt thee, thou fhalt do 
unto me, and to the land wherein thou haft fo- 
journed. 

24 And Abraham faid, I will fwear. 

25 And Abraham reproved Abimelech becaufe of 
awcell of water, which Abimelech’s fervants had vio- 
fently taken away. 

26 And Abimelech faid, I wot not who hath 
done this thing: neither didft thou tell me, neither 
yct heard I of zt, but to-day. 

27 And Abraham took fhecp and oxen, and gave 
them unto Abimelech; and both of them made a 
covenant. 

28 And Abraham fet feven ewe lambs of the 
flock by themfelves. 

2g And Abimelech faid unto Abraham, What 
mean thefe feven ewe lambs which thou haft fet by 
themfclves ? 

go And he faid, For thefe feven ewe lambs fhalt 
thou take of my hand, that they may be a witnels 
unto me, that I have digged this well. 

-g1 Wherefore he called that place Beer-fheba; 
becaufe there they fware both of them. 

32 Thus they made a covenant at Beer-fheba: 
then Abimelech rofe up, and Phichol the chief cap- 
tain of his hoft, and they returned into the land of 
the Philiftines. 

33 2 And Adraham planted a grove in Beer-fheba, 
ard called there on the name of the Loro, the ever- 
lafting God. 

34 And Abraham fojourned in the Philiftine’s 
land many days. 

CHAP. 





who had no flocks, might, in uncultivated places, killenough of 
all forts for his maintenance, and accordingly we find, that Ifh- 
mael chofe to refide in the wildernefs, where he became an archer, 
And it appears from the fequel, chat Hagar met with no great dif- 
ficulty in providing for herfelf, and her fon. Jacob was difmiffed 
inthe fame manner from Haac, without fervantsor attendants. All 
the provifions, therefore, made by parents for their younger fons 
in thofe days, was, the fending them abroad to acquire an inde- 
pendent fettlement. Confequently it id only from our not being 
acquainted with the cuftoms of the times, that we imagine Abra- 
ham was guilty of a cruel ation, in thus dimiffing Hagar and 
Ifmael. “And though wandering in the wildernefs, rill their water 
was confumed, had almoft deftroyed both her and the child, yce 
this was no fault of Abraham’s, but purely an accident, occafioned 
by her miffing the road. 

17 dud God heard the voice of the lad, &c.] From this it appears 
that Ifhmael cried alfo; but whether it was in prayer to God, or 
through the diftrefs and mifery he’ was in, is not certain; and, be 
it which it may, his cries came up into the ears of the Lord, and 
he had compaffion on him, and fupplied his wants, and delivered 
him out of his prefent mifery. 

19 Ged opened her eyes, &c.] i.e. The angel of the Lord met 
her, thewed her a well that was near, and commanded her to take 
care of the lad. 

25 And dhrakam reprived Abimelech, &c.] Becaufe in thefe hot 
and dry countries, a well of water was an ineftimable treafure, and 
the digging it a work of prodigiouslabour, both on account of the 
rockinels of the foil; and the great depth it was neeffary to dig 
before a fpring could be found. 

31 Hecalled tha: place Beer-/heba, &c.| Beer fignifies © a well,” 
and />eha, both ‘an oath,” and * feven,” fo that the name alludes 
not only to the oath, as mentigned in the text, but hkewite 
to the feven fheep given by Abraham. in purchafe for the well. 

32 They retried wr the land oft: Philiftines.\_ i.e, To that part 
of it where they dwelt; for this covenant was tade in the land of 


the Philtines. 
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Abraham tempted to offer Ifaac. 
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2 Abraham 1s tempted to offer Ifaac, 
of his faith and obedience: 11 The angel flayeth him 
from flaving his fon, in whafe flead he offereth a ram. 
15 Abraham is bleffed again. oO The generations of 
Nahor, fram whom came Rebekah. 

N D it came to pafs after thefe things that God 

A did tempt Abraham, and faid unto him, Abra- 

ham: and he laid, Behold, sere I am, 

2 And he faid, ake now thy fon, thine onhy fon 
Ifaac, whom thou loveft, and get thee into the land 
of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

3 @ And Abraham rofe up carly in the morning, 
and faddled hnis afs, and took two of his young men 
with him, and aac his fon, and clave the wood for 
abe burnt-offering, and rofe up, and went unto the 
place of which God had told him. 

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his 
eyes, and faw the place afar off. 

§ And Abraham faid unto his young men, Abide 
ye here with the afs; and I and the lad will go 
yonder and worfhip, and come again to vou. 


XXIT. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIL 


We are naturally led by this chapter to refle& with great ferioufnefs 
and attention, on thofe promifes and threatenings, made to us in 
the gofpel, which, chough according to our thinking, they are 
long delayed, and all things continue as they were, from the be- 
ginning of the crea‘ion ; yet were they notwithftanding, as furely 
to be accomplithed, as was the promife of aac, which, accord- 
ing to the nature of the thing, to Abrakam’s thinking, was as long 
delayed. ‘Though we fee things go on in chetr accultomed man- 
ner; though we fee men tnconfiderate, and not thinking abonr 
it; yet the day of the Lord will come notwithttanding ; when the 
trumpet fhall found, and the dead fhall awake to appear before 

> the judgment feat of Chrift; for every one to receive for the thines 
done in hts body, according to that he has done, whether it be 
good or bad. And we have fufficient information from the 
{criptures, that this great and tremendous day will come, when 
it is leaft expected, like a thief in the night, when the world is 
going on at its ufual rate, while men are eating, and drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, hurrying in butine/s, immerted 
in pleafure, fixing their choughts and hopes on earthy and believing 
themfelves fecure and happy. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXII. 


1 God did tempt Abraham, &c.] There is no doubt, from the 
words of Chrift, Jotrxxit, that Abraham was defirous of being ac- 
ajuainted with the manner in which the promife of the redemption 
ot mankind fhopld be effe€ted. ‘Vhe principal intention of this 
command was, to reveal to Abraham by a‘tion, inftead of words, 
the manner of this redemption: yet us this was a favour of very 
high nature, and confersed on Abraham at his earneft requeft 3 it 
was but fit he fhoulki himfelf approve it by fome proportionable 
trial, On this account, therefore, God was pleafed, by the very 
manner in which this myRery was revealed, to tempt or try Abra- 
ham; where the making the favour itfelf the trial of his deferving 
ic hath all the fuperior clegance and beauty which is conceived in 
the difpenfations of divine wifdom only. The very manner in 
which this reafon is recorded, fhews it an inferior one: for it is 
not faid that God gave this command to try Abraham, which ex- 
preffes a principal reafon, but, that in giving the command, God did 
try him, which only implies an inferior one. 

2 Take now thy for, hine crly fon.) Thefe words, according to-their 
order in the original, gradually increafe the fenfe, and raife the paf- 
fions higher and higher. Take now thy fon, thine only fon, whom 
thou loveft, even Lfaac : this was to preclude any doubt in Absa- 
Ram. Abraham detired earneftly to be let into the myitery of che 
gedemption: and God, to inftru&t hig, (in the beit manner huma- 
nity is capable of receiving inftruction} in rhe infinite extent of the 
divine gaodnefsto mankind, who fpared not his own fon, but deli- 
vered him up for us all; let Abraham feel, by experience, what 
it wasto lofe a beloved fon; the fon born miraculoufly, when S2- 
rah was pait child-bearing, as Jefus was miraculoufly born of a 
virgin. The duration too of the attion, ver. 4. was the fame ag 
thee between Chritt's death and refurrection, both which were de- 
figned to be reprefented m it; and ftill farther, not only the fal 
arch typical facrifice of the Son of God, was figured in the com- 
mand to offer Ifaac, but the intermediate typical facrifice in the 
Mofaic axconomy, was reprefented by the permitted facrifice of the 
ram offered up initead of Ifaac. ver. 13. 

Landef Mra'}  Agreeable to the interpretation given of this 
gommand, Abraham calls the land to which he went with Haac, the 


3 ‘We giveth proof 


| things are poflible for thee, &c 


Es Oy ike SO? 


The angel frayeih i 





6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt-_ Before 


offering, and faid z upon Ifaac his fon; and he took 
the fire in his hand, and a knife: and they went 
both of them tagether. . 

7 And Ifaac {pake unto Abraham his father, and 
faid, My father: and he faid, Here am I, my fon. 
And he faid, Behold the fire and the wood: but 
where zs the lamb for a burnt-offering ? 

8 And Abraham faid, My fon, God will provide 
himfelfa lamb for a burnt-offering; fo they went 
both of them togcther. 

9g And they came to the place which God had told 
him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laict 
the wood in order, and bound Haac his fon, and laid 
him on the altar upon the wood. 

ro And Abraham ftretched forth his hand, and 
took the knife to flay his fon. 

11 © And the angel of the Lorn called unto him 
out of heaven, and faid, Abraham, Abraham: and 
he faid, Here am I. - 

12 And he faid, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, 
neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I 
know that thou feareft God, feeing thou haft not 
withheld thy fon, thine only foz from me. 

23 And 


‘ 





land of vifion, according to Jerom’s interpretation; which fhews, 
that the words of Jefus, ‘ Abraham faw my day,” evidently allude 
to this extraordinary circumftance. 
harm faw my day;" and Abraham, by the name he impofed on the 
feene of agtion, makes the fame declaration. 

Offer himy &.}  Vhis command was only the conveyance of an 
information by a@tion, inftead of words, in conformity to the 
common mode of converfing in former times; and as it was only 
the grant of an earneit requeit, and known by Abraham at the 
time of impofing, to be fucha grant, he could not poilibly have 
any doubt concerning the author of it. ‘Whe a@ion likewife be~ 
ing mere {cenery, and, like words, only of arbitrary fignification, it 
had no moral import; confequently, the mjun¢tion in fuch an 
a€tion, agit hath not, can in no.way affect the moral charaGer of 
the perfon commanding; and confequently:, this could océafion no 


t miftakes concerning the divine attributes, with regard to human 


facrifices being acceptable. 

6 Abrabam tok the wed, &c.] By this was reprefented another 
circurnftance attending the crucifixion, viz. that of Chrift’s bearing 
his own crofs. ; 

7 and Ifuac fpake unta Abraham, &c.J] This verfe is the moft ex- 
preflive, and, if we may be allowed the expreffion, the molt volu- 
minous in the whole chapter. Let the tender parent fubftitute him- 
felf in the ftead of Abraham, and then he will not only underftand, 
bat likewife feel, all the pathos comprehended in thefe few words; 
words that were echoed by our dearelt haviour, amidit his agony, 
in the garden of Gethfemane; ‘‘ Abba, Festher,’’ faid he, ‘¢ al} 


Sie the celebrated paint- 
va@eAbraham, and the refigna- 
tion apf the reader might paint to 
ofthe parent, and the agiinies of 
4 guage to exprefs. | 
Qeprefented us with a very pathe- 
Re him to falbmit to this facrifice ; 
but the filence ya ly-moréjexpreffive : Ifaac was 
at this periodgpbeus five and: Senty vears of ages and his fathes 
enfeebled witkpeass';. bis refigngtion, tliteeforc, at this time, mpft 
certainly have™een volantary.; and in this refpect he was a ftrong 
and exaét typergf our biefled Saviour, who voluntarily laid down 
his life for us, thongh no one could otherwife take it from him 
Fobux. 17, 18. 1 Fobm ite 16. i 
12 Lay wt chive baad, &e.] Seeing by the command Abraham 
underftood the nature.a@f man’s redemption: he maft know few the 
{cenical prefentation awas to end. Ifaac was made the pedfon, or 


reprefentative of Chrift’s dyipg for us: the Son of a knew, 














. g hand Lfaac his fan, Se.) 2 
er, drawn a veil overgals 

tion of Ifaac; thatg 
him more forcible® 
the fon, than it ig 
lent author has, , 
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could not poflibly be under the dominion af the grave ence he 
mutt needs conclude, cither chat God would ftop his hand when 
he came to give the facrificing ftroke; or that, if the revelation 
of this myltery was to be reprefented throughout in attion, thar 
then his fon, facrificed under the perfon of Chrift, was foon to be 
reitored to life; accounting, that God was able to raife him up, 
even from the dead, as the author of the epittle to the Hebrews 
affures us, chap.xi. 19. The law of nature commands us to pra- 
te€t and cherifh our offspring: was that tranfgreiied in giving 2 
ftroke, whofe hurt was prefently to be repaired? ‘The law of na- 
ture forbids all injury to our fellow-creature ;- and was he injured, 
who, being thus highly honoured, in becoming the reprefentative 
of the Son of God, was to fhare with his father in the rewards 
of his obedience? ‘hus it appears, that this command was a mere 
infusmation by ation; and, when regarded in this view, all the 
arguments againit God's giving it to Abraham, are abfolutely 
cnervated and overthrown. ‘This interpretation of the comimand, 
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13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, 
and behold behind 4ima ram caught in a thicket by 
his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and 
offered him up for a burnt offering in the itcad of 
his fon. 

14 And Abraham called the name of that place 
Jehovah-jireh : as it is faid ¢o this day, in the mount 
of the Loxo it fhall be feen. 

15 2 And theangel of the Lorp called unto Abra- 
ham out of heaven the fecond time, 

+6 And faid, By myfelf have I fworn, faith the 
Lorp, for becaufe thou haft done this thing, and 
haft not withheld thy fon, thinc only fon: 

17 That in bleffing I will blefs thee, and in multi- 
plying I will multiply thy feed as the ftars of the hea- 
ven, and as the fand which 7supon the fea fhore; and 
thy feed fhall poffefs the gate of his enemies ; 

18 And in thy feed fhallall the nations of the earth 


_be bleffed; becaufe thou haft obeyed my voice. 


1g So Abraham returned unto his young men, and 
they rofe up and went together to Beer-fheba; and 
Abraham dwelr at Beer-fheba. 

zo And it came to pafs after thefe things that it 
was told Abraham, faying, Behold, Milcah, fhe hath 
alfo borne children unto thy brother Nahor ; 

21 Huz his firftborn, and Buz his brother, and Ke- 
muel the father of Aram, 





for the real facrifice of Chrift, and the proper redemption of man- 


kind. For ifthe command was an information by aétion, inftead of J 


words, the proof conveyed in it is decifive, there being here no room 
for their evafion ofits being a figurative expreffion, fince the figura- 
tive action, the original of {uch expreflion, denotes either a real fa- 
crifice, or nothing. 
Fear:fi God, &c.) 
from narrow ideas of the divine goodnefs and power, but a filial fear, 
which generated hope in the greateft extremity, and indicated fuch 
a generofity of difpofition, as is better comceived than defcribad. _ 
14 Called the name of the place Yebovah-jrreh.} Becaufe when 
Hfaac afked his father, Where is the lamb ? he anfwered in the 
Hebrew, “ Elohim-jireh ; ’’ which this name alludes to. ‘he 
anfwer of Jefus to the Jew in chefe words, « Abraham rejoiced to 
fee my day,” alludes to this verfe. Jehovah-jirch lignifies, élc-Lord 
thall be feen. But with what propriety could this name be given to 
at by Abraham, if, in this tranfaction, he had not feen the reprefen- 
tation of our Lord’s paffion? And if he did fee it, how oppofite was 
the name ? The hiftorian goes on : ‘* As it isfaidto thisday, Inthe 
mount of the Lord it fhall be feen ; or, more exaétly to the Hebrew, 
for he faid, In the mount of the Lord it fhall be feen.” in the Art 


part of the verfe, the facred hiftorian tells us; that Abraham cafled | 


the mount, ‘Che Lord fhall be feen; and in the latter parthe ac- 
quaints us with the manner am impofed that application; 
namely, by the uf of ap h, implying the reafon of. 
the name. Inaword, Jefes’ wit his day ; and *.bra- 
ham, by the name he impofed epon amen leclares the fame 
thing. , Mut as the vifion was of 2 pubWe, not of private nature, he 
exp himfelf in terms which fignify what-mabkind in general 
thaWWee, nor what he himfelf had feen.: “The Sed fhall be seen. 

1G Ry onyjfelf, &c-] We read in che preceding werfe that the an- 
‘gel of the Lord called; bur in this, §* -by-my we I fworn, faith 
the Gerd.” Vhis was, therefore, the Deity himnéelf, a6 appears from 
Heb, vi, 13.‘ For when God made promife to Abmham, becaufe 
he coud {wear by no greater, he fware by himfelf’. 

Mia Med 11 cane to pay &e.| The following genealogy is chiefly 
fotAdgamn ro fhew whence Rebckah the wife of ifeac was-defeended, 
and connects with the beginning of chap. xxiv. for this news of 
Na@Ghaving children born to him, puts Abraham upon the refo- 
lution of ¥eeking ‘a wife from thence for his fon Jfaac. 

21 Hux.J OrUn. There was likewife-one of this name among 
the pofterity of Edom, chap. xxxvi. 28. from whom Idumea was 
called the lind of Iz, Lem. iv. 21, Job’s country is fuppofed to be 
called the land ofUz; feom this fon of Nahor. 

Bax] Whence came Elibuthe Purite, Yeh, xanii. 2. 
Ukewife in Arabia, fr. xxv. 23. 

diram.| mall probabitiry fettled in the fame country. ‘There 
was another of the name, a fon of Shem, the father of the oyrians. 

22 Chefe:l, &c.| Suppofed to be the father of the Chaldeans, called 
in f{cripture Chafdim. 

24 Hts concubmme, S&c-} i.e, His fecondary wife, who was not 
the miftrefs of the family, but only taken accordingtothe caftom of; 
thofe times, for the increafe of children. The Jewith doftors make 
abis diftinttion berween concubines and legitimate wives ; that the 
children of concubines could only enjoy legacies, not inherit the 
ettate ; which they confirm by the example of Abraham, who left all 
to Haac, but to the fons of the concubines he only gave gifts, chap. 
xxv. 5,6. But this praftice fecms to ‘have depended more upon 
the pleafure of the parent, than to have been efteblithed by any law, 
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22 And Chefed, and Hazo, and Pildafh, and Jid- 
Japh, and Bethuel. 

22 And Bethuel begat Rebckah: thefe eight Mil- 
cah did bear to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 

24 Andhis concubine, whofe name mas Reumah, 
fhe bare alfo Tebah, and Gaham, and Thahafh, and 
Maachah. 

C H A P. NNIII. 


1 The age and death of Sarah. 3 The purchafe of Mach- 
pelah, 19 where Sarah was buried. . 


ND Sarah was an hundredand feven and twenty 
years old: thefe were the years of the life of Sarah. 

2 And Sarah dicd in Kirjath-arba; the fame 7s 
Mebron inthe land of Canaan: and Abraham came 
to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

3 & And Abraham ftood np from before his dead, 
and fpake unto the fons of Heth, faving, 

4 1 am a ftranger and a fojourner with you: give 
me a pofleffion of a burying place with you, that I 
may bury my dead out of my fight. 

5'And the children of Heth anfwered Abraham, 
faying unto him, 

6 Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince a- 
mong us: in the choice of our fepulchres bury thy 
dead ; none of us fhall withhold from thee his {epul- 
chre, but that thou maycft bury thy dead. 

7 And 





or fixed rule of ating, as may be gathered from the inftance of Ja- 
cob’s children by concubines, who fhared equally with his other 
children. See Gen. xxi. 10. It is probable that concubines were 
vpon a much more precarious footing than the legitimate wives, and 


# that they, might, upon occafion, be turned away by the hudband, 


even though guilty of no breach of conjugal fidelity, as the cafe of 
Hagar, chap. xxi. 14, fully evinces, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXII. 


This chapter affures us, that, in the greateft extremitics, God will 
make a fuitable provifion for the delivetance and fupport of thofe 
who fear and truft in him. even as he did to Abraham upon the 
mount itfelf, when he was in the greateft neceflity, and had'noim- 
mediate profpect before him ofany deliverance. And this points 
out to us the great moral of this paflage offacred hiltory ; namely, 
that in the moft difficult duties, we ought to be obedient and re- 
figned to the will of God; and fomething fimilar to the order 
given to Abraham to offer up Ifaac, as to the fpirit of it, is com- 
manded us by Chrift, when he fays, “ He that loveth father aad 
mother more than me, is not worthy of me: and he that foveth 
fon and daughter more than me, isnot worthy of me,”’ Mart. x. 
37- that is, he who will nor rclinquifh or leave them all; if he 
cannot, without doing it, profefs the religion of Chrift, and live 
according io his precepts, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 


1 Sarah was, &c.} The only woman whofe age is reckoned in 
the holy fcripture is Sarah. 

2 lo mourn and weep, &c.] This kind of pleonafinis frequent in 
holy writ; though fome imagine that mourning implied private 
forrow, but weeping public gricf. In the fecond verb in the He- 
brew’, which exprefles Abraham’s weeping, the capk, the fourth let- 
ter, is lefs than the preceding or following letters. "The Cabaliftic 
Jews inform us, that Mofes wrote that letter lefs than the reit, to 
intimate to us, that we are not to indulge grief for our departed 
friends, fince Abraham wept but Jittle for Sarah; as appears from 
the little letter. But as the moft ancient manufcripts acknowledge 
no fuch irregularity in the letters, we may reject this obfervation, as 
being rather ingenious than real. 

Stood up, Xe. | Notwithftanding moft commentators imagine this 
expreffion alludes to the eaftern manner of mourning, 7.6.41. yetas 
they find the word ufed again in the feventh verfe, the alteration of 
pofture was only to fhew reverence to the council, whom he could 
not have addreffed with any decorum, in any other attitude, efpeci+ 
ally ashe was rcquefling a favour. 

49 § Gave mea pel fim, &c.) We find the moft ancient and natural 
method of burying the dead, was by interment : it was reckoned ig- 
nominious for any perfon to bury in a fepulchre belonging to ano- 
ther. Abraham, who was, as the Hebrew expreffes it, a prince of 
Elohim, or God, juftly complied with this cutlom; and the reafon 
afigned by the children of Heth for their acquiefcence, gives us a 
noble idea of the chura¢ter of the patriarch. 

6 Ln she choice f our fepulebres bury thy dead, &c.1 There being 
many, every family had a diftin&t fepulchre for itielf; they made 
offer of them to him, to bury his dead in the choiceit of them, the 
moft grand and magnificent, or in which of them focver tz pleafed ; 
which was very kind, refpeéttanl, and geneson:. ES 
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Machpelah purchafed. BUN. ESS. 1S: abaia, Jweareth his fervant. 





saete y And Abraham ftood up, and bowed himfelf to 19 I And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his, 
“ese the people of the land, even to the children of Heth. |] wife in the cave of the field of .Machpelah before 


Mamre: the fame is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 
20 And the field, and the cave thatés therein, were 

made fure unto Abraham for a polleffion of a bury. 

ing-place, by the fons of Heth. ; 


C HA p. XXIV, 


1 Abraham fweareth his Servant to feek a wife for Haac. 
10 The fervant’s journey; 12 his Prayer and fign. 15 
‘Rebekah meeteth him and fulfilleth his Sgn. 22 She 
receiveth jewels, freweth her kindred, and inuiteth; him 
home; he bleffeth God. 29 Laban entertaineth him. 
34 The fervant telleth his errand, and afkith for Re- 
bekak, “50 Laban and Bethuel approve of his prom 
pofal, and on his deftring to be Gone, Rebekah con~ 
Senteth to go with him. 62 Laac mecteth her on her 
way, bringeth her home, and marrieth her, 
A ND Abraham was old, and wel} ftricken in age: 
and the Lorp had blefted Abraham in all 
things. : 

2 And Abraham faid unto his eldeft fervant of his 
houle, that ruled over all that he had: Put, I pray 
thee, thy hand under my thigh: 

3 And I will make thee {wear by the Lorn, the 
God of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thon 
fhalt not take a wife unto my fon of the daughters 
} of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell: 

4 But thou fhalt gO unto my country, and to my 
kindred, and take a wife unto my fon Ifaac. 

_ § And the fervant faid unto him, Pcradventure 
the woman will not be willing to follow me unto 
this land: muft I needs bring thy fon again unto 
the land from whence thou cameft? © F 

6 And Abraham faid unto him, Beware thou thar 
thou bring not my fon thither again. 

7 The Lorp God of heaven, which took me from 
my father’s houfe, and froin the land of my kindred, 
and which f{pake unto me, and that fware unto me, 
faying, Unto thy feed will I give this land; he fhal! 


fend 
TES on CHAP, XXIV, 


EXPLANATORY NO 


1 And Abraham was cd, &c | When If ¢ was born Abraham was 
an hundred years old, and Haac was torty when he married Re. 
bekah; confequently Absaham was now about one hundred and forty 
years of age, 

2 Put thy hand under my thigh.}] Which was the common method 
of taking an oath, both among the Hebrews and all the Oriental 
Nations. The reafons afligned for-this ceremony, are entirely con- 
jeQural ; however, as it:was.not -the ceremony, but the words of 
the fly which were binding, we nted not be careful io explain the 
method. pha Fo Gir gerd! eee Sat e. 

3 The Lord, the God of Braven.] :'This folemn‘oath ftrongly proves 
the purity of Abraham's veligion, dnd afferts the uni iy fu- 


8 And he communed with them, faying, If it be 
your mind that! fhould bury my dead out of my fight; 
hearme, andintreat formeto Ephron the fon of Zohar, 

9 That he may give me the cave of Machpelah, 
which he hath, which ¢s in the end of his field; foras 
much money as it is worth he fhall give it me for a 
Poffeffion of a Burying place amongft you, 

10 And Ephron dwelt among the children of 
Heth: and Ephron the Hittite anfwered Abraham 


that went in at the gate of his city, faying, ; 

11 Nay, my lord, hear me: the field five I thee, 
and the cave that zs therein, I give it thee; in the 
prefence of the fons of my people I give it thee: 


bury thy dead. 
12 And Abraham bowed down himfelf before the 


people of the land. . 
13 And he fpake unto Ephron in the audience of 
the people of the land, faying, But if thou wilt give it, 
I pray thee, hear me: I will give thee money for the 
field; take z¢ of me, and I will bury my dead there. 
14 And Ephron anfwered Abraham, faying unto 


im, 
15 My lord, hearken unto me: the land 7s worth 


four hundred fhekéts f filver; what zs that betwixt 
me and thee? ‘bury a ee thy dead. 


é 


16 And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron ; and }, 
Abraham weighed to-Ephron the filver, which he had 
named in the audience of the fons of Heth, four hun- 
dred fhekels offilver, currentaoney with the merchant. 

17 And the field of Ephron, which was in Mach 
pelah, which cas before Mamre, the field, and the 
cave which was therein, and all the trees that were in 
the field, that were in all the borders round about, 


were made fure 
18 Unto Abraham for a poffeffion in the prefence 


of the children of Heth, before all that.went in at 
the gate of his city. 


9 Machgelah, &c.] Which word fignifies a double caves itmight 
poffibly be the name given to a field, on account of its having fuch 
acave init; though it muft be confeffed the Septuagint, and orien- 
tal tranflations, make ufe of it as an appellative, not as a proper 
name, mentioning only the words « double cave.” 

10 Ephron davelled.} Inftead of the word dwelled, the Vulgate 
and Syriac interpret it fat, and it is rendered in that fenfe by the Sep- 
tuagint. The Chaldee tranflates it flood, and the Arabic, he fpake 
in the prefence, &e. whence it follows, that Ephron was prefent at 
this aflembly, fitting, while Abraham addrefied them, but that he 
rofe after the patriarch had finifhed his harangue, in order to make 
the reply which follows, ver. 11. 

In at the gate of the citys] The Hebrew word for « gate,” im- 
plies chat they were Citizens, or inhabitants of that place. See chap. 
xxxiv. 24, 

16 Four hundved Srekels, &c.} This meafure amounted to forty-fix 
pounds thirteen Shillings, and” upwards, and was weighed, becaufe 
ar that time no coinage was invented: its currency with the mer- 
chant mentioned at the end of the verfe, implies, that no bafe alloy 
was mixed with it, nor any artifice or fraud ufed to impofe on the 
vender. 

18 For a piffeficn.] Which purchafe not only prevented any dif. 
tenfion between the pofterity of Abraham and the natives, but like- 
wife verified in part, the promife which God had made, that he and 
his feed fhould have a poffeffion in that land. 

Before all that went im at the gate, &c.] See note on ver. ro. 
This is added, becaufe the leaders of the people, in ancient times, 
ufed to hold their affemblies in fome apartment, inor over the gates 
of their cities, chap. xxxiv. 20. Deut, xxi. 19. Ruthiv. 1, 


nity of f£. 
Preme Being. The-gods of.the nations round him; were eithee the 
celeftial les, or deified heroes; they were loca} and tutelary, nor 
univerfal and omniprefenr deities! as they did nor make, they 
could not be fuppofed to protect the univerfe; their PoWer was re- 
ftrained within bounds almoft.as' narrow as their exiftente; and the 


bom. In oppofition to -thefe deities, Mofes -reprefents Abraham 
as {wearing by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of.earth 7 
his omniprefence rendering him a fit object of fo folemn”an appeal, 
and his omnipotence ‘Capable of punithing’any violation.of fo great 
an oath. = a 

Thou feale not take, &c.] For the Canaanites weft immeried 
in practices which were the difgrace of hvmant Vi. 'they were like- 
wiie, on that account, devoted to deftrustion ; an intermarriage of 
the promifed feed to them, would thezefore have counteradted the 
divine predictions, would have been inconfiftent with the defign of 
Providence, in making choice of Abraham's pofterity, to preferve 
the idea of the unity of the Deity, and would confeguently have 
endangered both their religion and their morals. 
4 But thox foals £2 into my country, &e.] i.e. To Mefopotamia, 
the place of Abraham’s nativity, and where he lived many years, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. xxuq. 


We may temark in this chapter, that Abraham finds favour in the 
fight of every people, wherever he goes: fuch a noble, candid, 
upright, generous chara¢ter as Abraham's, will naturally procure 
ove, efteem, and refpeét ; but undoubtedly the peculiar favour he 
found amongtt all People, was owing more to the Providence of 
God ; for the feriptures always fpeak of finding favour in the 
dight of man, as one of God’s bleflings. It feems from Abra- 
ham’s treating with the people of Heth, and from many other 
tranfaCtions related in the fcriptures, that kings in thofe days did 
nothing of a public nature, but in conjunétion with the People ; 
and that the people had a great fhare in the management of all 
affairs. 


Canaan, muft I return and fetch thy fon toher? A queition which 
Abraham immediately refolves in the negative. No confideration 
could prevail upon him to let his fon return to a land, which he 
himfelt was obliged to quit, on account of the inhumanity and 
idolatry of the inhabitants thereof, 

12 And 
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The fervant’s journey. 






































fend his angel before thee, and thou fhalt take a wife 
unto my fon from thence. 

8 And ifthe woman will not be willing to follow 
thee, then thou fhalt be clear from this my oath: only 
bring not my: fon thither again. : 

9 And the fervant put his hand under the thigh of 
Abraham his mafter, and {ware to him concerning 
that matter. : 

10 FY And the fervanttook tencamels of the camels 
of his matter, and departed ; for all the goods of his 
mafter were in his hand: andhe arofe, and went to 
Mefopotamia, unto the city of Nahor. 

11 And he made his camels tokneel down without 
the city by a well of water at the time of the evening, 
even the time that women go out to draw water. 

12 TI Andhefaid, O Lop God of mymafter Abra- 
ham, I pray thee, fend me good {peed this day, and 
fhew kindnefs unto my mafter Abraham. 

13 Behold, I fland here by the well of water; and 
the daughters of the men of the city come out to 
draw water : 

14 And let it cometo pafs, that the damfel to whom 
I fhall fay, Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I 
may drink; and fhe fhali fay, Drink, and 1 will give 
thy camels drinkalfo: let the fame be fhe that thou haft 
appointed for thy fervant Ifaac; and thereby {hall 
Iknow that thou haft fhewed kindnefs unto my 
matter. 

15 § And it came to pafs, before hehad done fpeak- 
ing, that, behold, Rebekah came ott, who was born}. 
to Bethuel, fon of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abra- 
ham’s brother, with her pitcher upon her fhoulder. 

16 And the damfel was very fair to look upon, a 
virgin, neither had any man known her: and fhe 
went down to the well, and filled her pitcher, and 
camé up. 

17 And the fervant ran to meet her, and faid, Let 
me, I pray thee, drink a little water of thy pitcher. 

18 And fhe faid, Drink, my lord: and fhe hafted, 
and let down her pitcher upon her hand, and gave 
him drink. 

19 And when fhe had done giving him drink, fhe 
faid, I will draw water for thy camels alfo, until they 
have done drinking. 

20 And the hafted, and emptied her pitcher intoa 
trough, and ran again unto the well to draw waeer, 
and drew for all his camels, 

21 And the man wonderingat her held his pedce, 


to wit, whethér the © Sk. shad made his journey 
profperous or not. PE cy, 


Bethuel the fon of Milcah, which fhe bare unto 
Nahor, ‘ ; 

25 She faid moreover unto him, We have both 
ftraw and provender enough, and room to lodge in. 

26 And the man bowed down his head, and wor-~ 
fhipped the Loxp. _ 

27 And he faid, Bleffed be the Lorn God of my 
mafter Abraham, who hath not left deftirutc my 
mafter of his mercy and his truth: I being inthe way; 
{the Lorp led me to the houfe of my miatfter’s 
brethren. 

28 And the damfel ran, and told them of her mo- 
ther’s houfe thefe things. 

29 And Rebekah hada brother, arid his name 
was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the Mian; unto 
the well, — ; . 

3@ Andit camé to pafs,when he faw the €ar-ringand 
bracelets upon his fifter’s hands, and when he heard 
the words of Rebekah his fifter; faying; Thus fpake 
the man unto me; that he came unto the man; and; 
behold, he ftood by the camels at the well. 

g1 And he faid, Come in, thou bleffed of the 
Lorn; wherefore ftandeft thou without ? for I have 
prepared the houfe; and room for the camels. - 

32 And the man came into the houfe: and he unz 
girded his camels; and gave ftraw and provender for 
the camels, and water to wah his feet, and the men’s 
feet that were with him: 

33, And there was fet meat before him to eat: but 
he faid, I will not eat, until Ihave told mine errand. 
And he faid, Speak on. ; : 

34 LAnd he faid, I am Abraham's fervant. 

35 And the Lorp hath bleffed my matter greatly; 
and he is become great: and he hath given him 
| flocks, and herds, and filver, and gold, and men-fer- 

vants, and maid-fervants, and camels, and affes. 
| 36 And Sarah my mafter’s wife bare a fon to my 

mafter when fhe was old: and unto him hath he 
given all that he hath. 

37 And my maiter made me fwear, faying, Thou 
fhalt not take a wife to my fon of the daughters of 
the Canaanites, in whofe land I dwell: ; 

38 But thou fhalt go unto my father’s houfe, and 
to my kindred, and take a wife unto my fon. 

89 And I faid unto iny mafter, Peradventure the 
woman will not follow me. 

40 And he faid untome, The Lorp before whom 
I walk, will fend his angel with thee, and profper 
thy way; and thou fhalt take a wife for my fon of my 
kindred, and of my father’s houfe : 

41 Then fhalt thou be clear from this my oath, 
when thou comeftto my kindred; and if they give 
not thee one, thou fhalt be clear from my oath. 

42 And I came this day unto the well, and faid,O 
Loxpb God of my mafter Abraham, if now thou do 
profper my way which I go: 

43 Be- 


- tenis dotted . Stherwass a hdemnensinaeadhiselbaihins . 


ferent authors; for while fome compute them at cighteen guineas, 
others raife them to upward of twenty-five pounds fterling. Thefé 
prefents were intended as Rebekah’s dowry ; it being cuftomary for 
the hufband to bring a portion to hiswife, in former times. 

28 Mother's boufey &e.} At this time the woinen in the edftern 
countries had feparate tents for themfelves, as at prefent they logge 
by themfelves in feraglios. 

31 Come in, thou bleffed of the Lordy &e.] A mot amiable piture 
of ancient hofpitality and watm benevolence, this verfe prefents us 
with! Abraham’s fervant was a ftranger, whom Laban had never’ 
feen: he had nor, as yet, imparted his bufinefS, but is received with 
all the tendernefs of a brother, and is complimented with a title 
which every one muft with to deferve. , 

32 He ungirded, &c.} Notwith{tanding the relative “he,” feems 
to imply that the man ungitded his camels, yet it was Laban, orhis 
fervants, that performed this kind office, as appears from the bifhop 
of Chefter’s comment on this part. 

33 4 will net cat, until I have told mine ervand.} Here we have z 
picwure of a faichful fervant, one who prefers his matter’s bufinefs t? 
his own pleafures ; and is, therefore, impatient till he has delivered 
his meflage, and fatisfed himfelf whether his journey thavld be 
profperous er not. 
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23 And faid, Whofe ‘daughter @rt thou ? tell me, I 
pray.thee.: is there room iz thy father’s houfe for us 
to ladge in ? i oho 4 











18 dae be faid,.O Lord God of ry mafter Abraham, &c.} Here we 
have a’pleafing inftance of the Patriatch’s care in training up his 
fervants in ghe paths of religion,.as welbas a tioble example of truft 
in the providence of Gad. ane? ‘ 

14. Let it chine to, fitift, &c.}] Wien he had finifhed his prayer, he 
addreffed himfelfitoyphe firidamfel that came, who, with the greateft 
humanity, granted his requeftof drinking. Her extraordinary kind- 
nefs raifed the curiofity of Abraham’s fteward, who inquired into 
her family, and was informed by her, that her name was Rebekah; 
that her father Bethue] was dead; and that the lived with Laban 
her brother, who took care of her mother and herfelf. 

19 1 wwilldraw water, &c.] In the Eaft it was cuftomary for the 
young women to draw water for the cattle, and the ufe of the family, 
as appears from 1 Sam. ix. 11. The kindnefs which Rebekah thew- 
ed on this occafion, ftrongly marks the fimplicity ofthofe carly ages, 
and vindicates the fidelity of Abraham’s fervant, chufing a perfon 
whofe morals rendered her worthy of Ifaac’s love. 

22 The man tock @ golden ear-ring, &c.| As the word tranflated 
“ ear-ring,”’ is in the fingular number, itis probable that it was fome 
Ornament worn on the face, or forehead, called in other parts of 
tcriprure, a nofe jewel, which was worn in mott of the eaftern coun- 
trics, The value of thefe prefents, is eftimated differently by dif. 
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24 And fhe faid unto him, I am the daughter ate 
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The fervant telleth his errand. 
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re »43 Behold, I ftand by the well of water ; and it 
ice fhall come to pals, that when the virgin cometh forth 


to draw water, and I fay to her, Give me, I pray 
thee, a little water of thy pitcher to drink ; 

44 And fhe fay to me, Both drink thou, and I 
will alfo draw for thy camels: Je the fame be she 
woman whom the Lox» hath appointed out for my 
matter’s fon. 

45 And before I had done fpeaking in mine heart, 
behold Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her 
thoulder; and fhe went down untothe well, and drew 
water: and ] faid unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 


46 And fhe made hatte, and let down her pitcher; 


from her feulder, and faid, Drink, and 1 will give 
the camels drink alfo: fo I drank, and fhe made the 
caniels drink alfo. 

47 And Lafked her, and faid, Whofe daughter art 


thou? And fhe faid, The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s; 


fon, whom Milcah bare unto him: and'I put the ear- 
ringsupon her face, and the bracclets upon her hands. 

48 And I bowed down my. bead, and worfhipped 
the Lorn, and bleffed the Lorp God of my mafter 
Abraham, which had Jed me in the right way to take 
my mafter’s brother’s daughter unto his fon. 

49 Amd now if ye will deal kindly and truly with 
my mafter, tell me: and if not, tel!me; that I may 
turn to the right hand or to the left. 

50 “ Then Laban and Bethuel anfwered and faid, 
The thing procecdeth from the Lorn: we cannot 
fpeak unto thee bad or'good. 

- 51 Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and 
go, and Iet her be thy mafer’s fon’s wife, as the 
Lonrp hath fpoken. 

52 And it came to pafs, that when Abraham’s 


fervant heard their words, he worfhipped the Lox», } 


bowing himfelf to the earth. 
53 And the fervant brought forth jewels of filver, 


and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to; 


Rebekah: he gave alfo to her brother and to her 
mother precious things. 


54 And they did eat and drink, he and the men qj 


that were with him, and tarried all night; and they 


rofe up in the morning, and he fuid, Send me away | 


unto my mafter. 


55 nd her brother and her mother faid, Let the 
damfel abide with us afew days, at the leat ten ;; 


after that fhe fhall go. 
56 Andhe faid unto them, Hinder me not, fecing 





49 That I may turn to the right hand, &c.] Many take this ex- 
preflion literally, interpreting the right hand by the Ithmaclires, 
and the left hand by Lot and his pofterity ; but it rather feems to 
be a figurative expreifion, fignifying alteration of condua. 

55 Abide euith us a toav days, &c.} Notwithftanding fome inter- 
precthe Hebrew word iamim, by “ years,’ which it fometimes fig- 
nifies, vet.as this fenfe is inconfiftent with the eagernefs that Abra- 
ham's fervant expreffes to return, in the fifty-fixth and the preced- 
ing verfes, the fenfe of our tranflators feems the beft. The Arabic, 
indeed, renders the words a whole year, or at leaft ten months; the 
Syriac, A month of days; the Samaritan, Davs or a month; the 
Chaldee, for fome time, or ten months: the Septuagint, About 
ten days; and the Vulgate, At-leaft ten days. 

s& ded foc faid, | will go.] ‘That authority which parents have 
ever children, being founded in nature, was, and muft be always the 
fame. But we find chat no force was put upon the will of Rebekah 

pin this cafe; and why fhould it? ‘The happinefs of the connubial 
hate depends upon the reciprocal affection which the parties bear to 
each other; but this affection muft proceed from the will, and the 
Will cannot be foreed; the choice, therefore, fhould be voluntary, 
nay, if it be not voluntary, the feeds of unhappinefs are fown by the 
perfon who compels, becaufe we are generally difpleafed with that 
which proceeds from compulfion. 

63 fo reditate, &c.] In the Syriac, the word tranflated 
«c neditate,”’ is rendered, To walk; and by the Chaldee, the 
Samaritan, and Arabic tranflations, Io pray; in which fenfe it is 
uted likewtfe in Palm cit. 1. Whence we may colle®, that the 
employment of Ifaac’s thoughts was religious ; and can any thing 
give usa nobler idea of Ifaac’s piety, than this verfe, wherein he is 
reprefented as abftra¢ting himfelf ftom fociety, in order to meditate 
on the beauties of creaticn, and offer up his prayers and praifes to 
that being, who opencth his hands, and filleth all things living with 
with what is good.and expediear, 
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Tle obiaineth Rebekah. 


the Lorn hath profpered my way; fend me away aoe 
* +. #74 Ss - 
that I may go to my matter. 1R5~ ; 


57 And they faid, We will call the damfel, and 
enquire at her mouth. 

58 And they called Rebekah, and faid unto her, 
Walt thou go with thisman? And fhe said, 1 will go. 

59 And they fent away Rebckah their filter, and 
her nurfe, and Abrahaim’s fervant, and his men. 

60 And they bleffed Rebekah, and faid unto her, 
Thou aré our filter, be thou the mother of thoufands 
of millions, and let thy feed poffefs the gate of thofe 
which hate them. 

61 And Rebekah arofe, and her damfels, and they 
rode upon the camels, and followed the man: and 
the fervant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

62 @ And HMaac came from the way of the well 
Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the fouth country. 

63 And Haac went out to nicditate in the field at 
the eventide: and he lifted up bis eyes, and fuw, 
and, behold, the camels were coming. 

64 And Rebckah lifted up her cyes, and when fhe 


qfaw Ifaac, fhe lighted off the camel. 


65 For the had faid unto the fervant, What man 


qs this that walketh in the held to mect us? Aad the 


fervant had faid, It’s my mafler: therefore fhe took 
a veil, and covered herfelf. 

66 And the fervant told Ifaac all things that he 
had done. 

67 And Ifaac brought her into his mother Sarah's 
tent, and took Rebekah, and fhe became bis wife ; 
and he lovedher: and Iaac was comforted after his 
mother’s death. 


C H A P. XXV. 


1 The fons of Abraham by Keturch. 4 The divifion of 
his goods. His age, death, and burial, 11 God 
bleffeth Ifaac. 12 The gencration of Ifmael, his age, 
pe death, 19 Ifaac’s defcent and “Mae by Rar ee 
21 Rebekah being barren, he praycth for her ; fhe con- 
ceiveth ; the children ftrive in her womb, which is @ 
token of the future fortunes of their pofterily, 24 The 
birth of Efau and Facoh. 27 Thedifference of their 
life and manners. 29 Efau felleth his birthright to 


facob. 


HEN again Abraham took awife, and her name 


was Keturah. 
2 And 





65 She took a weil and covered berfelf.] The word tranflated 
©¢ veil,” is by the Septuagint rendered, A fummer cloak, or gar- 
ment. It was xcommon practice amongthe women af the eaft, to 
wear aveil whenever they went abroad; but this particular action 
of Rebekah’s feems to have been done in conformity to the cuftom 
of all brides, who, when they were firft introduced to their huf- 
bands, covered themfelves with the nuptial veil. 

67 And Haae was comfisted after bis muiber’s death.| This ica 
remarkable inftance of filial affefion! Sarah had now-been dead 
thiee years, and yet Ifaac continued to lament for her. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. KXAY. 


This chapter fhews the care of Abraham, that his fou foonld nos 
marry with the Canaanites, though undoubtedly. he,contd have 
married his fon to one of the daughters of the princespf the land : 
yet this has no weight with him; one whole Pe were not 
corrupted is all thar he fixes his thoughts upon. e knew what 
an important matter this was, and how mach -his fon’s happinct 
depended on ir; axd therefore iendsaven to a diftant country for 
fuch an one. Alas! how different is this from our manners * 
Wealth is the chief object we fix our thoushts on, in marrying 
our children : we fcek not, in our choice, thofe that are fincere 
and devout worhhippers of God, but thofe whu have the large 
poffeffions ; not thole rich in good worl:s. but tiofe rich in the 
things of this world. And this, perhaps, is one chiefand princi« 
pal canfe of the too great corruption of manners amongil us. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on Chap. XXV. 


1 Teck a wife, &e.] From 1 Chrov. i. 32. it appears, that fhe 
was only aconcubine, a perfon admitted to his bed without the ufuat 
forms of matrimony; ‘but m-order to prevent his pofterity from imi- 
tating a practice only neceffary for replenitt ing the earth in the firft 
ages, Mofes probably calls her by the henourable name of a apo 
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2 And fhe bare him Zimran, and Jokfhan, and 
Medan, and Midian, and Ifhbak, and Shuah. 

3 And Jokfhan begat Sheba, and Dedan. And 
the fons of Dedan were Afhurim, Letufhim., and 
Leumim. 

4 And the fons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, 
and Honoch, and Abidah, and Eldaah. All thefe 
were the children of Keturah. 

5 © And Abraham gave all that he had unto I faac. 

6 But unto the fons of the concubines, which 
Abraham had, Abraham gave gifts, and fent them 
away from Ifaac his fon, while he yet lived, eaftward, 
unto the eaft country. 

7 @ And thele are the days of the years of Abra- 
ham’s life which he lived, an hundred threefcore 


and fifteen years. 

8 Then Abraham gave up the ghoft, and died in 
a good old age, an old man, and full of years; and 
was gathered to his people. ; ¥ 

g And his fons Ifaac and Ifhmael buried him in 
the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the 
fon of Zoharthe Hittite, which zs before Mamre ; 

10 The field which Abraham purchafed of the 
fons of Heth: there was Abraham buried, and Sarah 
his wife. 

11 @ And it came to pafs after the death of Abra- 
ham, that God bleffed his fon Ifaac; and Ifaac dwelt 
by the well Lahai-ro1. 

“ye Now thefe ave the generations of Ifhmael, 
Abraham’s fon, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s 
handmaid, bare unto Abraham: 

13 And thefe are the names of the fons of Ifhmael, 
by their names, according to their generations : the 
firft/born of Ifhmacl, Nebajoth ; and Kedar, and 
Adbecl, and Mibfam, 

14 And Mifhma, and Dumah, and Maffa, | 

15 Hadar, and Tema, Jetur, Naphifh, and 
Kedemah : 


Ce 

2 And foe bare, &c.] This was a pledge of the divine veracity 
in fulfilling the promife made him, chap. xvii. 6. . 

8 Gaze up the ghoff} That is, he died without pain or agony. 
The ancient tranflators are induftrious to preferve this fenfe, as 
refle:ving honour on Abraham’s character. 

. Full of years,] There is no phrafe in the Hebrew text for “ years,” 
primed by our tranflaters in Italics; but the fenfe not being perfec 
without the addition of fome fuch word, we mutt allow that the word 
janim, ** days,” not “ years,”’ isomitted. This appears to be more 
than conjecture, when we remark, that the Samaritan, the Septua.- 
gint, the Syriac, Arabic, and Vulgate, have fupplied this word; 
befides, it is a phrafe often ufed on thefe occafions ; and the very 
word we have fupplied orcyssy.. Gen. xxxv. 2g. See 1 Chron. xxiii. 1. 
Though the word iamim, ors days,’’ is omitted in the Targum of 
the London polyglot, yet fome printed copies, fuch as thofe of the 
Complutesfian and Antwerp editions, peeferve it. It is found in a 
manufcgipt O£ the Hebrew and Chaldee, if the Bodleian library, 
numbered five thoufand two hundred and thirty-three ; and is like- 
wife:preferved in one belonging to the Harleian colieétion at the 
Brith Mufeum. 

Was gathered to bi: peaple.} According to the eaftern languages, 
which. give aGion or motion to every thing, this fentence fignifies, 
to be'weduced to one common Ict or condition; befides, as the 
Hebrew abounds in pleonaims, « to die, and to be gathered to his 
ple,’ ace but two different phrafes of the fame thing. It muft 
e allowed, that thisphrafe originally arofe from the notion of 
“Sammon receptacle of fouls. But we know how foon terms 
“Phrafes lofe the memory of their original. The truth of this 
interpretation isconfirmed by the feveral cantexts wherein thefe ex- 
preffions occur; the hiftorian’s purpofe beimg evidently nothing elfe 
than to re@ard the period of their exiftence on earth. 

18 He died inthe prefence of all his brethren.| This is in the He- 
brew, He fell; in the Chaldee and Arabic, he dwelt; in this fenfe 
the verfe i: an accomplithment of the prediion at his birth. 

20 And Ifuce avas forty sears old, &c.| There were many of the 
following particulars happened feveral years before the death of 
Abrahain ; though they are related after that event; for the patri- 
arch lived fifteen years after Efau and Jacob were born. 

» 22 Lf ut be fay why aml thus?) This is rendered in the Chaldee, 
If it was to be fo, why did leonceive ?. The Arabic paraphrafes it 
thus: If 1 knew that the thing woul have been fo, I weuld not 
have requefted it. That is, why did 1] conceive, if 1 mut fuffer 
fuch uncommon excruciating pains? Yes, better for me to die, 
than to live in fuch continual mifery and pain. 

She went to enquire of the Lord.) This is rendered in the Chaldee, 
She went to euquire of the oracle. Some commentators are not 
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16 Thefe are the fons of Ifhmacl, and thefe are Before 


their names, by their towns, and by their caftles : 
twelve princes according to their nations. 

17 And thefe are the years of the life of Ifmmacl, 
anhundred and thirty and feven years: and he gave up 
the ghoft and died; and was gathered unto his people. 

18 And they dwelt from Havilah unto Shur, that 
zs before Egypt, as thou goelt towards Affyria: and 
he died in the prefence of all his brethren. 

1g “ And thefe ave the generations of Hfaac, 
Abraham’s fon: Abraham begat Haac: 

20 And Ifaac was forty years old when he took 
Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian 
of Padan-aram, the fitter to Laban the Syrian. 

21 U And Lfaac intreated the Lorp for his wife, 
becaufe fhe was barren: and the Lorn was intreated 
of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22 And the children ftruggled together within 
her; and fhe faid, If it be fo, why am i thus? And 
fhe went to enquire of the Lorn. 

23 Andthe Lorn faid unto her, Two nations are 
in thy womb, and two manner of people fhall be fe- 
parated from thy bowels; and ¢he one people fhall be 
ftronger than the other people; and the elder fhall 
ferve the younger. 

24 And when her days to he delivered were 
fulfilled, behold there were twins in her womb. 

25 <And the firft came out red, all over like an 
hairy garment; and they called his name Efau. 

26 And after that came his brother out, and his 
hand took hold on Efau’s heel; and his name was 
called Jacob: and Maac was threefcore years old 
when fhe bare them. 

27 GH And the boys grew: and Efan was a cun- 
ning hunter, aman of the field; and Jacob was a 
plain man, dwelling in tents. 

28 And Ifaac loved Elau, becaufe he did eat of 
his venifon: but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

29 And 


me 
agreed in what manner Rebekah enquired of the Lord ; they think 
that the had recourfe to fome prophet on account of the following 
anfwer, but who that prophet was, is difficult to determine. 

23 Tavo nations.} i.e. The founders of two nations; namely, 
the Ifraelites and Idumeans, the former being defcended from Jacob, 
and the latter from Efau. ‘Ihe Edomites were the offspring of 
Efau, as the Ifraelites were of Jacob; and who but the author and 
giver of life could forefee that two children in the womb would 
multiply into two nations! But they were not only to grow upinto 
two very difting nations, but two manner of people were to be fe- 
parated from her bowels. And have not the Edomites and Ifraelites 
becn all along two very different people in their manners, cuftoms, 
and religions, which made them to be perpetually at variance one 
with another? The children ftruggled together in the womb; and, 
when they ‘vere grown up, they manifelted different inclinations. 
The like diverfity ran through their pofterity : there was a_conti- 
nual enmity between the two nations. The king of Edom would 
not fuffer the Ifraclites, in their return out of Egypt, to pafs through 
his territorics ; and the hiftory of the Edomites afterwards is little 
more than the hiftory of their wars with the Jewifh people. 

The elder foull ferve the younger. } Or it may be tranflated, The 
greater fhall ferve the leffer. The family of Ffau was the elder, 
and for fome time the greater and more powerful of the two, thefe 
having been dukes and kings in Edom, before there reigned any 
king over the children of Ifrael. But David made an entire con- 
queit of the Edomites, and compelled them to hecome tributaries. 
In this ftate of fervitude they continued about one hundred and fifty 
years. In the reign of Jehoram they recovered their liberties; but 
were afterwards defeated by Amaziah. Judas Maccabeus took their 
capital city ; and hisnephew Hyrcanus reduced them to the necef- 
fity of embracing the Jewith religion, or leaving their kingdom. 

25 Red allover like a hairy garment.) By this may be underftood, 
either that Efau, athis birth, was wholly covered with red hair, or. 
that the colour of his flefh was ruddy, like a garment of red hair. 
And hence his name was called Efav, from E/chau, which, ‘among 
the ancient Hebrews, fignified “ ahair-cloth.”' 

26 His mame wag called Fac:b, &c.] i.e. From bekeb, the heel Fad 
whence the Hebrew verb to fupplant, and Jacob a fupplanter. 

27 dt plain max dewetling in tent.) "Yhat is, he was of a mild and 

tle nature, one that delighted in the foft aéts of peace, and the 
innocent pleafures of a paftoral life. ‘The word, in the original, 
fignifies not ‘* plain,” but * perfeet;”” and in this fenfe itis pean ened 


iby the Syriac, Samaritan, and Chaldee: and by the Arabic, Perfect 


virtues. But the word perfect being a general term, and put in op- 
pofition to the rough and ruftic manner of Efau, it muft import thar 
Jacob was more humane and gentle, according to our explanation. 
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1 Tfaac becaufe of the famine geeth to Gerar. 2 God 
a 6 He denieth his wife, 
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jo And Efau faid to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, 
with that fame red potiage ; for I am faint: therefore 


was his name called Edom. . : 
31 And Jacob faid, Sell me this day thy birthright. 


gz And Efau faid, Behold, I em at the point to 


die: and whatprofit fhall this birthright do to me ? 


33 And Jacob faid, Swear co me this day ;‘and he 


fware unto him: andhe fold his birthrightunto Jacob. 


34 Then 
lentiles; an and € 
went his way: thus Efau defpifed hzs birthright. 


CHAP. XXVI. 


enfirudteth and bleffcth him. 
end is reproved by Abimelech. 12 Lfaac groweth rich, 
and the Philiftines envy him. 
wells. 
bleffeth him. 
hin there. 
to his parents. 
. ND there was a famine in the fand, befide the 
firft famine that was in the days of Abraham. 


And Ifaac went unto Abimelech king of the Philif~ 


tines unto Gerar. 
2 2 And the Lory appeared untohim, and faid, 


Go not down into Egypt; dwell inthe land which I 


fha}] tell thee of : 
3 Sojourn in this land, and I will be with thee, and 


will blefs thee; for unto thee, and unto thy feed, I 
will give all thefe countrics, and I will perform the 
cath which 1 {ware unto Abraham thy father; 


A I A 

29 Sod, &e.] This is the old preterperfect tenfe of the verb, to 
feethe, which fignifies to boil, &c. 

30 Feed me with that fame red pottage, &.] Thefe words in the 
original are, Feed me with that red, that fame red; which fome 
confider as a plain psoof thar Efau did not know the ingredients of 
which this portage was made; but others think the repetition is 
ufed to exprefs his extreme faintnefs, and impatience. 

gr Sell me this day thy birthright] Whoever enjoyed the birth- 
right it was thought had a right to the Jand of Canaan ; which in- 
cluded a bleffing promifed to the peculiar feed of Abraham, from 
whom the Meffiah was to defcend. It is evident that fathers in 
thofe early days conferred a bleffing on their firft-born, which was 
conceived to extend to their pofterity, according to the words of the 


fon of Sirach: ‘* The bleffing of the father eftablitheth the houfes of 


children; but the curfe of the mother rooteth out foundations,” 
Eccelef, iti. gs And hence we fee the propriety of the epithet applied 
tothis ation by the apoftle; for irdoubrlefs thewed a profane, diffo- 


lute mind, to be thus regardlefs of his future dignity, unmindful of 


his pofterity, and, foratrivial confideration, to give up his right to 
thedying benediction ofa father. 

32 1 am at the point to die, &c.) Here we have a true picture of a 
profane fenfualift, who, for a fordid momentary pleafure, will give 
up the moft folid and permanent joys of futurity. 

34 He dideat and drink, and rofe up, and went his way, &e.} Efau 
fhewed no concern at what he had done, hoping, perhaps, to recover 
that by force, which he had loft by his brother’s craft. And poffibly 
he might depend fo much upon Haac’s partial fondnels for him, as 
to imagine he would not fuffer Jacob to deprive him of any privi- 
jeges of his birthright, notwithftanding this folid agreement. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXKV. 


Jt certainly appears wonderful, thar the fame people fhould retain 
the fame difpofition for fo many ages, without changing their 
manrers at allin fo long a courfe of years: their continuance is 
ft: more aftonifhing : the great empires around them have all in 
their turns fallen to ruin, while they have continued the fame 
from the beginning, and are likely to continue the fame to the 
end. Andthis, in the natural courfe of human affairs, was fo 
highly improbable, if not altogether impoffible, that as nothing 
but a divine prefcience could have forefeen it, fo nothing bue a 
divine power could have accomplifhed it. « We may with more 
confidence belicve the particulars related of Abraham and Ifh- 
mael, when we fee them verified m their pofterity at this day. 
This is having, as it were, ocolar demonitration for our faith. 
This is proving by plain nvatter of fa@, that the Moft High ruleth 
in the kingdoms of men, aad that his truth, as wellas his mercy 

‘is everlatting. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 
1 Befides the fart famine.) Refer to chap, xii. re. 

-opinioa that this event preceded the birth of Jacob and Efan, be- 
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18 He diggeth fundry 
23 God appearcth to him in Beer-fheba, and 

26 Abimelech maketh a covenant with 
34 Efau’s Canaanitifh wives are a grief 
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ftars of heaven,and will give unto thy feed all thefe© 
countries ; and in thy feed fhall all the nations of 
the earth be bleffed ; 

5 Becaufe that Abraham obeyed my voice, and 
kept my charge, my commandments, my ftatutes, and 
my laws. 

6 & And Ifaac dwelt in Gerar: 

7 And the men of the placeafked A‘m of his wife; 
and he faid, She zs my fifter: for he feared to fay, She 
zs my wife; left, faid he, the men of the place fhould 
kill me for Rebekah; becaufe fhe was fair to look 
upon. 

8 And it came to pafs, when he had been there a 
long time, that Abimelech king of the Philiftines 
looked out at a window, and faw, and, behold, aac 
was fporting with Rebekah his wife. 

g And Abimelech called Ifaac, and faid, Behold 
of a furety fhe 2s thy wife: and how faidft thou, She 
7s my fifter? And Ifaac faid unto him, Becaufe I 
faid, Leit I die for her. ‘ 

10 And Abimelech faid, What zs this thou haft 
done unto us ? one of the people might lightly have 
lien with thy wife, and thou fhouldeft have brought 
guiltincfs upon us. 

21 And Abimelech charged all his people, faying, 
He that toucheth this man or his wife fhall furely be 
put to death. 

12 G Then Ifaac fowed in that land, and received 
in the fame year an hundred fold: and the Loxp 
bleffed him: 

"43 And the man waxed great, and went forward, 
and grew until he became very great: 
14 For 





caufe it is not probable that Rebekah would diffemble her being 
wife after fhe had borne twins. ° 

Unta dbimelech, &c.] No doubt the fon of him to whom Abra- 
ham went. Abimelech was the common appellation of the kings 
of Paleftine, as is faid chap.xx. 2. ‘Thus he who is called Achifhy 
2 Sazt. xxi. 10. is ftyled Abimelech, Pali xxxiv. + 

2 G9 not doauy into Egypt.| From this paflage it appears that Ifaac 
had formed a defign of going into Egypt, becanfe of the famine 
which then raged in the land of Canaan; but God diffuaded him’ 
from it, left thar fruitful country fhould have induced him to fix his 
refidence there; his feed, by that means, would have been con 
fonnded with the Egyptians; and the doctrine of the one God (a 
principle which they were feparated in order to preferve) fhould by 
that means be negle¢ted. 

3 The cath, &c.] i.e. All the promifes which God had confirm- 
ed to Abraham by an oath; particularly ‘* that he would multiply 
his feed as the ftars of heaven, and asthe fand thacis upon the fea- 
thore; and thar his feed thuuld pofic¢ds the'gate of their enemics.”” 

4 1 will make thy feed to multiply, 862] Without mentioning the 
vaft increafe of their other-pofterity, iow foon did their defcendants 
by Jacob grow up into a tiighty natith:! and how numerous were 
they formerly in the land ¢f-Caniaan!’ How numerous were they in 
other parts of the warld, actérding ¢6.allaccounts! How numerous 
are they ftill in their” préfent @ifperfion among all nations! * It is 
impoffible to fix the number this natien is at prefent compofed of ; 
but yet we have redfon to believe there are ftill three millions of 
people who profefs this religion ; and, as their phrafe is, are wit- 
neffes of the unity of God in all the nations of the world.-:And who 
could foretell fuch a wonderful incteafe by propagation of'a ‘branéh 
only of one man’s family, bat the fame divine power that could only 
accomplifh it ? +8 a. : oie het ee 

5 Becaufe that Abraham obeyed my wuoite, and kept my charges 8&c.] 
Here God bya variety of *expreffions, feems to indicate how highly 
he was pleafed with the pun@uality of Abraham’s obedience to all 
his divine commands, ~ es 5 ees 

She is ay fifter, &c.] Thus Taac, in this particula¥, imitated 
the weaknefs of his father, and made ufe of a prevasication which 
was more dangerous than the truth itfelf. i : 

8 Abimelech king of the Philiftines, &c.] We fee by this occurrence 
the difference between an Egyptian monarch, and a petty king of the 
Philiftmes. Abimelech is defcribed as little different froma fimple 
perfon without his guards, or great princes; fo jealous and afraid 
was he of Ifaac’s growing power, that he obliged him ro depart out 
of his dominions; and not fatisfied with that, went afterwards to 
beg a peace of him, and would fwear him to the obfervance thereof. 

12 Socvued in the land, &c.} ‘Thus all the patriarchs, like their 
pofterity, were under an extraordinary providence ; and the bleffings 


¥ which were heaped upon them were all defigned to render the ends 


of infinite wifdom effe€tual; in preferving them, in order to perpe- 
nate the idea of the one fupreme Being, till it was a proper featon 
to propagate it all over the world, 
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14 For he had poffeffion of locks, and poffeffion 
of herds, and great ftore of fervants: and the Phi- 
liftines envicd him. 

15 For all the wells which his father’s fervants had 
digged inthe days of Abraham his father, the Philif- 
tines had ftopped them, and filled them with earth. 

16 And Abimelech faid unto Ifaac, Go from us ; 
for thou art much mightier than we. 

17 And Ifaac departed thence, and pitched his 
tent in the valley of Gerar, and dwelt there. 

18 @ And Ifaac digged again the wells of water, 
which they had digged in the days of Abraham his 
father; for the Philiftines had ftopped them after the 
death of Abraham: and he called their names after 
the names by which his father had called them. 

ig And Ifaac’s fervants digged in the valley, and 
found there a well of {pringing water. 

20 Andthe herdmen of Gerar did ftrive with Ifaac’s 
herdmen, faying, The water zs ours: and he called the 
name of the well Efek; becaule they ftrove with him. 

zr Andthey digged another well, and {trove for 
that alfo: and he called the naine of it Sitnah. 

z2 And he removed from thence, and digged 
another well; and for that they ftrove not: and he 
called the name of it Rehoboth; and he faid, For 
now the Lorp hath made room for us, and we fhall 
be fruitful in the land. 

23 & And he went up from thence to Beer-fheba. 

24 And the Loxp appeared unto him the fame 
night, and faid, I am the God of Abrahain thy father: 
fear not, for I am with thee, and will blefs thee, and 
multiply thy feed for my fervant Abraham’s fake. 

25 And he builded an altar there, and called upon 
the naine of the Loxp, and pitched his tent there: 
and there Ifaac’s fervants digged a well. 

26 Y Then Abimelech went to hiu from Gerar, 


and Ahuzzah one of his friends, and Phicol the chief 


captain of his army. 
27 And Ifaac faid untothem, Wherefore came yeto 


‘me,feeing ye hate me, and have fentmeawayfromyou? 


28 And they faid, We faw certainly that the Lorn 
was with thee: and we faid, Let there now be an 
oath betwixt us, even betwixt us and thee, and let us 
make a covenant with thee ; 


t6 Go from us} Norwithftanding all the friendfhip which Abi- 
melech had fhewn to Haac, and the league that had been made with 
Abraham, yet when he feared that Ifaac would rival himia power, 
fic a@ts according to the policy of kings, and defires Ifaac to retire 
from his prefence. panies PBL 

Thou art much mightier tha 
dered, Becaufe thou art increagd, 
indication that envy, avas: the-sgerive chasing 
thus ungeneraufly and iiberall os 

18 Which thy had i Srelative «* they’? has no 
antecedent -bat the word ’‘Haac, we may fuppofefome miftake, and 
may correct it by the Samaritan ‘text; whith read§ ‘bedi, “ the fer- 
vants,” inftead of éciomi,.in * the:days:”’ ‘This cdrrection is nor 
only neceflary in the Hebrew context, bat the Samaritan is confirmed 
by the Greek, ‘Syriac, and Valgate Latin tramflations. By thefe 
me 





“Ft would be better if rhus ren- 
oremade mighty by us; 2 plain 
1 Abimelech to at 
















shich the fervants of AbraHani his father had digged, &c. 
Ripringing water) ‘This ts in the*Hébrew, living waters ; 
a name'the. ortentals gave to waters of perennial fprings, in contra- 
diftinon ‘to rain water, which they favgd in cifterns. And the 
value of fuéh-a fpring was doubtlefs the caufe why the herdmen of 
Gerar fsoveapith thofe of Ufaac for thewell, pretending they had 
aright to ity, becaufe it was found@*in their foil, and hence Maac 
called the well « Efek,” that is, animofity. 

z1 Simah] That is, hatred, according to the beit interpretation. 

zz Rekaborh, &c.} i.e. Free fpace, or room; becaufe his flocks 


bad now room to feed at Jarge, and range the country in fearch of 


the richeft paitures. 

24 J am with thee, &c.] It is in the Chaldee, My word fhall be 
thy help. 

30 vind they made a feaft, &c.] Which was cuftomary between the 
parties when they entered into a covenant; efpecially when a facri- 
fice preceded, as appears from chap. xxxi. 54. Fealting, or eating 
and drinking, were likewife efteemed a token of friendthip and 
mutual benevolence, as may be collected from Fofauw ix. 14. Fudyes 
xiii. 23, &c. &c. 

35 al gricfof mind unto Tfuac, &c.] Tt isin the Hebrew and Sa- 


maritany bitternefs of foul; the Septuayine render it, They were- 


difobcdient or contentious, &c, the Chaldee, They were rebellious 


CHA P. XXVIL. 


























the ‘fentence will be,-And Ifaac digged again the wells of 





Lfaac Jen 


2g That thou wilt dous no burt, as we have not 
touched thee, and aswe have done unto thee nothing 
but good, and have fent thee away in peace: thou 
art now the bleffed of the Lorn. 

go And he made them a feaft, and they did eat 
and drink. 

g1 And they rofe up betimes in the morning, 
and fware one to another: and Ifaac fentthem away, 
and they departed from him in peace. 

gz And itcameto pafs the fame day, that] faac’s fer- 
vants came, and told him concerning the well which 
they had digged, and faid unto him; We have 
found water. 

33 And he called it Shcbah: therefore the name 
ofthe city zs Beer-fheba unto this day. ; 

34 I And Efau was forty years old when he took 
to wife Judith the daughter of Beeri, the Hittite, and 
Bafhemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite : 

35 Which were a grief of mind unto Ifaac and to 
Rebekah. 

CHAP. XXVII. 


1 Faac fendeth Efau for venifon. 6 Rebekah inftrufteth 
Facob to obtain the bleffing. 18 Facob by perfonating 
Efau obtaineth it. 30 Efau bringeth venifon ; Ifaac 
ts alarmed, but confirmeth the bleffing to Jacob. 34 
Efau complaineth, and by importunity obtaineth a blef- 
ing. 41 He threateneth Faccb’s life, 42 whom Ke-~ 
bekah fendeth away. 


N D it came to pafs, that when Ifaac was old, 
and his eyes were dim, fo: that he could not fee, 
he called Efau his efdeft fon, and faid unto him, 
My fon: and he faid unto him, Behold here am I. 
2 And he faid, Behold now, I am old, I know 
not the day of my death: 
3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, 
thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the field, and 
take me fome venifon; 


bring 7 to me, that I may eat; that my foul may 
blefs thee before I dic. 


his fon. And Efau went to the field to hunt for 
venifon, and to bring it, 


6 © And 


ST NAY SASSER 
and provoking; and the Arabic, They both contradiéted, or were 
contrary to the opinion of, &c. Efau’s marriage without his father’s 
confent was the caufe of his uneafinefS. And if it be confidered 
that they were Canaanites, a people aotorious for atrocious inhu- 
manity, and enemies to the religious féntiments of Ifaac, there was 
juft occafion for forrow. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIL 


This chapter fufficiently thews that God never forfakes his fervants 
in diftrefs; he is not as the fons of men, but asa ready help in 
time of trouble. It is berter to truit in the Lord, than to put 
confidence even in princes, or the moft powerful ofmen. God is 
ahelp that will never forfake or deceive us ; God’s love is like his 

* effence, immutable, eternal, reaching from everlafting to everlatt- 
ing. When St. James tells us, that ‘* every good and perfect gift 
is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights,” chap. 
i, 17. he adds, {to complete our confolation) “ with whom is no 
variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning.’? And what God once 
faid to Jothua, “< I will never leave thee nor forfake thee,’’ he 
fays and performs to all that fear him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVII. 


t Laac was old, &e.] aac was now an hundred and thirty-feven 
years old, as appears from comparing the feveral parts of his hiftory. 
But he lived thirty years after this tranfaction happened. 

3 Thy quiver, &c.] This isa fiword, or hanger, in the Chaldee 
and Syriac. 

4 Make me favoury meat, &c.] 
better than Jacob, now defires his fon to procure him fome venifon, 
and make him favoury meat, that his {pirits might be exhilarated, 
and his mind properly difpofed for giving the prophetic bencdi@iion ; 
fuch as pious parents in thofe days always beftowed upon their child- 
ren, and which was held facred, as being propheti¢ of their future 
fuccefs in life. 

dad Rebckab heard, &c.] Rebekah well knew that Taac pre- 
ferred Efau to Jacob, ard had now fent him to take venifon; that he 
might pronounce upon him the bleffing of Abraham. She was there- 
fore determined if poffible, to prevent it, and by ftratagem get it 
pronounced upon her younger fon Jacob. 
13 Open 


4 And make me favoury meat, fuchas I love, and. 


5 And Rebekah heard when Iaac fpake to Efau, 


Ifaac, who always loved Efau, 


th Efau for venifon. 
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Jacob deceweth his father. G. &- WN oe S& 1 3. He vblarncth the tieflin >. 
Fre 6 © And Rebekah fpake unto Jacob her fon, ( {were hairy, as hts brother Efau’s hands: fo he bie elites. 
1760, faying, Behold, £ heard thy father {peak unto Efau ff fed him. Se 


thy brother, faying, 

7 Bring me venifon, and make me favoury meat, 
that I may eat, and blefs thee before the Lorv be- 
fore my death. 

8 Now therefore, my fon, obey my voice accord- 
ing to that which I now command thee. 

g Go now tothe flock, and fetch me from thence 
two good kids of the goats; and I will make them 
favoury meat for thy father, fuchas he loveth : ; 

10 And thou fhale bring it to thy father, that he 
may eat, and that he may blefs thee before his death. 

11 And Jacob faid to Rebekah his mother, Be- 
hold, Efau my brother 7s a hairy man, and I ama 
{mooth man: 

12 .My father pcradventure will feel me, and I 
fha'l feem to him as a deceiver; and I fhall bring a 
curfe upon me, and not a bleffing. 

13 And his mother faid unto him, Upon me 2e 
thy curfe, my fon: only obey my voice, and go 
fetch me them. 

tg And he went, and fetched, and brought them 
to his mother: and his mother made favoury meat, 
fuch as his father loved. 

15 And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her 
eldeft fon Efau, which were with her in the houfe, 
and put them upon Jacob her younger fon: 

16 And fhe put the fkins of the kids of the goats 
upon his hands, and upon the fmooth of his neck : 

17 And fhe gave the favoury meatand the bread, 
which fhe had prepared, into the hand of her fon 
Jacob. 

48 @ And he came unto his father, and faid, My 
father: and he faid, Here am 1; who art thou, my 
fon? 

ig And Jacob faid unto his father, I am Efau thy 
firft-born; 1 have done according as thou bade(ft me: 
arife, I pray thee, fit and eat of my venifon, that 
thy foul may blefs me. 

zo And Ifaac faid unto his fon, How 2s z¢ that 
thou hait found ft fo quickly, my fon? And he faid, 
Becaufe the Lorn thy God brought 7 to me. 

21 And Ifaac faid unto Jacob, Come near, I pray 
thee, that I may feel thee, my fon, whether thou be 
my very fon Efau or not. 

22 And Jacob went near unto Ifaac his father; 
and he felt him, and faid, The voice 7s Jacob's voice, 
but the hands are the hands of Efau. 

23 And he difcerned him not, becaufe his hands 


13 Upon me be shy curfiy &.] Ie feems Rebekah was perfuaded, 
that Jacob hada juft title to the firft bleffing which Efau had fold 
with his birthright, and which God had defigned for Jacob from 
the beginning ; whence fhe thought it her duty to deceive Ifaac 
intoan attion which he ought to have done voluntarily. and therefore 
takes the whole curfe upon herfelf, provided Ifaae fhould difcover 
the fallacy. But though thefe circumftances have a great tendency 
to palliate the guile cither of Jacob or his mother, yet they arc far 
from being fuficient entirely to exculpate them; the former having 
increafed his crime by affirming himfelf to be Efau, which was an 
abfolute feHehgod. We fhould therefore lament the weaknefs of 
human nature, which cannot always ftand upright; and at the 
fame time admire the impastiality of the facred writings, in which 
the very blemifhes and tranfgreffions of thofe who make the greatest 
figure therein are recorded for our inftruction with the urmoft 
impartiality. . 

21 Come near that I may feel thee, &c.} Still Ifaac fufpe@ted that 
this was not Efae; and thercfore defires his fon to approach his 
hed, that he might feel him, being perfuaded that he fhould by thar 


-means fully fatisfy himfelf, whether or not ic was his eldeft fon. 


27 He fmelled the fell of his raiment, &c.] Hence we may infer, 
that the Orientals perfumed their garments with the odoriferous 
fcent of flowers, with which the country of Arabia abounded ; and 
this excellent fmell had fuch an influence on the {pirits of Ifaac, 
that he breaks out into a kind of rapture, ‘‘ See, the {mell of my fon 
is as the fmell of a field whichthe Lord hath biefied.”’ That is, the 
finell of my fon’s raiment conveys to my mind the enchanting idea 
a field adorned with truits, and enamelled with flowers. 
of 28 Guie thee of the dew of beaven.] Becaufe in the hot country 
where Ifaac dwelt, fhowers being Iefs frequent than with us, the 
morning and evening dews.were of the utmoft importance to refrefh 
the cargh» and produce that plenty for which it was renowned. 


24 Andhe faid, 4r¢ thoumy very fon Efau? And 
he faid, I am. 

25 And he faid, Bring % near to me, and I will 
cat of my fon’s venifon, that my foul may blefs thee. 
And he brought zé near to him, and he did eat: and 
he brought him wine, and he drank. 

26 And his father Ifaac faid unto him, Come near 
now, and kils me, my fon. 

27 And he came near, and kiffed him: and he 
fmelled the finell of his raiment, and bleffed him, 
and faid, See, the fmell of my fon zs as the fmell ofa 
ficld which the Lorn hath bleffed : 

28 Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, 
and the fatnefs of the earth, and plenty of corn and 
wine: 

29 Let the people ferve thee, and nations bow 
down tothec; be lord over thy brethren, and let thy 
mother’s fons bow down to thee: curfed de every one 
that curfeth thee, and bleffed de he that bleffeth thee. 

307 Andit came to pafs, as fuon as Ifaac had made 
an end of blefling Jacob, and Jacob was yet fcarce 
gone out from the prefence of Ifaac his father, that 
Efau his brother came in from his hunting, 

gt And he alfo had made favoury meat, and 
brought it unto his father, and faid unto his father, 
Let my father arife, and cat of his fon’s venifon, 
that thy foul may ble{s me. 

g2 And Maac his father faid unto him, Who az 
thou ? And he faid, I am thy fon, thy firft-born Efau. 

33 And Haac trembled very exceedingly, and faid, 
Who? where ¢s he that hath taken venifon, and 
brought 7¢ me, and I have eaten of all before thou 
cameft, and have bleffed him? yea, avd he fhall be 
bleffed. 

34 © And when Flan heard the words of his father, 
he cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and 
faid unto his father, Blefs me, even me alfo, O my 
father, 

35 And he faid, Thy brother came with fubtilty, 
and hath taken away thy bleffing. 

36 And he faid, is he not rightly named Jacob ? 
for he hath fupplanted me thefe two times: he took 
away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken 
away my bleffing. And he faid, Haft thou not re- 
ferved a bleffing for me ? 

37 And aac anfweredand faid unto Efau, Behold, 
I have made him thy Jord, and ail his brethren have I 
given to him for fervanes; and with corn and winehave 

: pes I ful- 
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dnd the fatneps of the earth, S&cc.] _ By thefe expreffions Ifaac 

wifttes his fon all the bleffings which 2 fruitfel country can produce. 

And this propheey was remarkably verified by God’s fcttling the 
Ifraelites in Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey. 

29 Let people ferve thee.) Here what is predi¢ted concerning Etin 
and Jacob, was not verified in themiclves, but in their anata 
Jacob was fo far from bearing rule over Efau, that he was forced to 
fly his country for fearof him. When he returned, he feara fup- 
plicatory meflage to his brother Efau. When he heard of Bfiu’s 
coming to meet him with four hundred men, he was greathpygfraid 
and diltrefled. He fenta magnificent prefent before him to appeafe 
his brother, calling himéelf Efaes fervanct: and after he had found 
a gracious reception ackfiqwledged, ‘I have feen thy face, as though 
I had feen the face of God, &c.” chap. xxxiii. 3. Jagob then had 
no temporal fuperiority over Efau, and therefore ampbng their pol- 
terity we muft look for the compiction of the prophecy. 

Curfed be every one, &c.) A fimilar promife was made to Abra- 
ham inthe name of God, chap. xii. 3. and it is here repeated, and 
thus paruphrafed : “& He who hhallcurfe thee, my fon Jacob, fall be 
curfed, Jike Balaam the fon of Beor; and he who thall blefs thee, 
fhali be bleffed, as Mofes the prophet, the lawgiver of Iracl.”” 

33 Maac wrembhed very excerdiigh.) tis inthe Hebrew, Maac 
trembled with a great trembling greatly. What words can more 
forcibly convey anxiety, folicitude, and agonizing terror! 

Who? wkere ithe?) Surprife and perturbation not only con- 
fufed the ideas, but likewife itopped the voice of the pa rigrch; and 
the broken and imperfeét fentences the facred hitlorian has put in 
his mouth, are the voice of nature, and inimitably applicable. 

Yea, and be fhall be tlegfed.| Ut would pethaps be more expreffive 
of the original to read, Yea, and he will be blefled : for the whole 
of this tranfaétion feems not to have Bren fo much the private withes 
of a parent, asa prophecy infpind by God 

35 Btehy 





Efau threateneth Facob's life. 
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canisr! {uftained him: and what fhall I do unto thee, my 


on? 

38 And Efau faid unto his father, Haft thou but 
one bleffing, my father ? blefs me, even me alfo, O 
my father. And Efau lifted up his voice, and wept. 

3g And aac his father anfwered and faid unto 
him, Behold thy dwelling fhall be the fatnefs of the 
earth, and of the dew of heaven from above ; 

40 And by thy fword fhalt thou live, and fhalt 
ferve thy brother; and it fhall come to pafs when 
thou fhalt have the dominion, that thou fhalt break 
his yoke from off thy neck. 

41 @And Efau hated Jacob becaufe of the bleff- 
ing wherewith his fathers bleffed him: and Efau faid 
in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are 
at hand; then willl flay my brother Jacob. 

42 GZ And thefe words of Efau her elder fon were 
told to Rebekah: and fhe fent and called Jacob her 
younger fon, and faid unto him, Behold thy brother 
Efau, as touching thee, doth comfort himfelf, purpof- 
ing to kill thee. 

43 Now, therefore, my fon, obey my voice; and 
arife, flee thou to Laban my brother, to Haran ; 

44% And tarry with him a few days, until thy bro- 
ther’s fury turn away ; 

45 Until thy brother’s anger turn away from thee, 





39 Behold, thy davelling foall be the fatnefs of the earth, &c.} Thefe 
‘words ate rendered by fome modern authors, Thy dwelling fhall be 
vemote from the fatnefs of the earth; and fay, Idumea, the country 
of the Edomites, was a dry, barren, and defert country. But it is 
not probable that any good author fhould ufe the very fame words, 
with the very fame prepofitians in one fenfe, and within a very few 
lines after in a quite contrary fenfe ; which the facred writer muft 
do, to juftify the new tranflation. Befides, Efau folicited for a 
blefling; and the author of the Epiftle tathe Hebrews fays, that 
“4 Yaac bleffed Jacob and Efau ;” whereas, had he configned Ffau to 
fueh a barren and wretched country, it would have been a cerfe ra- 
ther thana blelling- Wherever the Edomites were fituaced, whether 
at Mount Seir, or any other place, we find, in fa&, that in temporal 
bleflings they were little inkcHtos to the Ifraelites. Efau went to 
dwell in Mount Seir of his own accord; and he would hardly have 
removed thither with fo many cattle, had it been fuch a barren and 
defolate country as fome would reprefent it. When the Hraelites 
defired leave to pafs through the territories of Edom, Numb. xx. 17- 
it appears that the country abounded in fruitful fields and vineyards; 
and the prophecy of Malachi, chap. i. 2. which is commonly al- 
ledged as a proof of its barrennefs, is rather an argument to the con- 
trary; forit implies, that the country was fruittui before, and that 
its prefent unfruitfulnefs was rather an effect of war and devaftation, 
than any natural defect, or original barrennefs. 

40 When thon foalt have diminio:, &c.\ Several render thefe words, 
‘Thou thalt have dominion by laying down, fhaking off; thou fhalt 
fhake off, and fhalt leofe his yoke trom off thy neck. Others, If 
thou fhalt repent, his yoke thall pafs from off thy neck. Rut our 
tranflation is the moi dfiprowed.<dt% not faid that they thould have 
dominion over the foad tf Sey: nply have dominion, as 
they had when they sppointed a kidy ciiRpjr own. We fhall thus 
paraphrafe the whole: And it thall be wiest&lge fons of Jacob attend 
tothe ladiand obferve the precepts, See See meet the yoke of 
fervieddS'dpon thy neck ; but whea thepthaifturn away themfelves 
from &ndying the law; and fhall not keeptheprecepts, behold, then 
thou fhalt thake of the yoke from thy neck. . It was David who 
impofed the yokes. ‘Toward the lattet-end af Solomon’s reign, 

ladad che Edomite, raifed fome difturbusicem bet was not able to 
wer histhrone. But in the reign of Jekoram, the Edomites re- 
bd and made themfelves a king. Jehoram could not fubdue 
i. So the Edomites revolted from under the hand of Judah 
untelthis day,” 2 Core. xx, 8, 10. and hereby this part of the pro- 





Phecy @ga- falfilied, about nine hemdred years after it was de- 
livered. ‘¢¥e may not be improper to sdnfider, that the younger was 
to be gtéarly Jacob was a man of 


wperior in ee 
more religi¢n than Efau. The pofterity of Jacob likewife preferved 
the true religion, and the worfhip of one God, while the Edomites 
were funk in idolatry ; and of the feed of Jacob was born the Sa- 
viour of the world. “This was the peculiar privilege and advantage 
of Jacob: this was his greateit fuperiority over Efau: and in this 
fenfe St. Paul underitands the prophecy, *¢ the elder fhall ferve the 
younger,” Ror. ix. 12. And when the Gentiles were converted to 
Chrittianity, the prophecy was literally fulfilled. 

4) the days of morning for my father ave at kand.| Ue was in 
this, however, miltaken: for his father lived at leaft forty years 
longer; for he was now one hundred, being fixty at the birth of 
Efau, chap. xxv. 26. who was paft forty when he married, chap. 
xxvi. 34. and Ifaac was one hundred and eighty when he died, 
chap. xxxv. 28. Efau, we fee, had fome reverence for his father; 
but none, it would feem; for his mother, who had helped Jacob to 
fupplant bim in the blefling. 

No. 3. 








and he forget the which thou haft done to him: then 
I will fend, and fetch thee from thence : why fhould 
I be deprived alfo of you both in one day? 

46 And Rebekah faid to Ifaac, lam weary of my 
life becaufe of the daughters of IIcth: if Jacob take 
a wife of the daughters of Heth, fuch as thefe which 
are of the daughters of the land, what good fhall my 
life do me? : 


C H A PL XXVIII. 


1 Facob receiveth from Ifaac a charge and bleffing, and 
gocth to Padan-aram. 6 Efaumarrieth a daughter 
of Uhmacl. 10 The vifion of Facob’s ladder; he re- 
cerveth a promife from God in a dream. 16 He. 


awaieth, and fetteth up the fione at Beth-el. 20 His 
Uow. 


x D Ifaac called Jacob, and bleffed him, and 
charged him, and faid unto him, Thou fhalt not 
take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. 

2 Arife, go to Padan-aram, to the houfe of Bethuel 
thy mother’s father; and take thee a wife’from thence 
of the daughters of Laban thy mother’s brother. 

3 And God Almighty blefs thee, and make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou mayeft be a 
multitude of people ; ; 


4 And 





45 Vauill fend and serch thee from thence.\ "This however fhe did 
not, for Jacob lived with Laban twenty years, chap. xxxi. 38. 
either becaufe Efau’s anger lafted ‘longer than fhe expected, or be- 
caufe death prevented, 

Why foould I be deprived of you both in one day.) Vf Efau had 
killed Jacob, he would: either have been punifhed with death ac- 
cording to the law of God, chap. ix. 6. or he muft have fled from 
juitice, and been an exile, as Cain and Abfalom were when they 
had flain their brothers, chap.iv. 12. 2 Sam, xiii, 24. and either 
way the would have been deprived of both fons. 

46 dnd Rebekah faid to [faac<-if JFacch take a wift, &c.] Rebekak 
affigns only this reafon for fending Jacob away arnong her kindred, 
without taking any hotice of the danger his life was in, left fhe 
fhould have afflicted her hufband by telling the real caufe. 

What good fhall my life do to me?) i. ¢. f fhall have no comfort 
in it; death would be more eligible than fuch a life; this the faid 
with great vehemence and affection, to move and work upon Ifaac 
ta lay his commands on Jacob, and give him orders and direftions 
to go to her family and friends, and there take him a wife ;- and fhe 
fucceeded according to her withes, as the following chapter proves. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXXVI. 


This chapter furnifhes us with one thing of a very ftriking nature, 
namely, that Rebekah and Jecob feem to have fallen into the 
great error of our lives, the depending on our own wifdom ra- 
ther than on God's. Though Rebekah, and probably Jacob, 
knew that God had declared that his pofterity fhould become fu- 
perior to Efau, yet they could not wait with eee till God 
fhould bring it to pafs by his infinite wifdom, but muft haye re- 
courfe tc their own; and Jacob mnft take an ungenerous advan- 
tage of his brother’s neceflity to procure one privilege, and Rebe- 
kah perfuades her fon to impofe on his father by deceit and 
falfhood, in order to gain another; which can never be juftifiable 
onany account. Accordingly, though Jacob’s pofterity obtained 
the blefling which God had purpofed they fhould have, yet Jacob 
and his mother brought evil opon themfelves, by the means they 
took to obtain the blefling; for Jacob was canfequently obliged 
to fly from his friends and conntry, and endure a long exile 
and many hardfhips; and fond Rebekah obliged to fend away 
her beloved fon likewife, whom fhe never more beheld; as her life 
was finifhed before his return. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. 


3 Theu foalt not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.] ‘The 
anxious apprehenfions fhewn by Rebekah and Ifaac on this occa- 
fion, flowed not only from parental affection, but likewife from a 
proper fenfe of the bleffing entailed upon their pofterity. To inter- 
marry with a people who were decreed to deftrution on account of 
their vices, would be in one refpe@, to counteraG; if not to fruf- 
trate, the plan of Providence. Befides, it might be the defign of 
heaven to render it’s omnipotence confpicuous in the fetrlement of 
the Lfraeclites in Canaan, which intermarriages with the natives 
would, in fome refpeét, have obfcured or rendered lefs remarkable. 

3 And God Almighty blefs thee, &c.| Seeing the bleffing in the 
preceding chapter was obtained by fraud, this repetition of it may 
appear no ways unneceffary. It is likewife an addition to that 
given in the former chapter, and was a confirmation of that which 
Jfaac had himfelf received from Abraham, and Abraham himfelf 
had derived from the Lord. 
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Sfaw marrieth a daughter of Ihmad. GENES I S 


4 And give thee the bleffing of Abraham to thee, 
and to thy feed with thee; that thou mayeft inherit 
the land wherein thou arta ftranger, which God gave 
unto Abraham. 

§ And Mfaac fent away Jacob: and he went to Pa~ 
dan-aram unto Laban, fon of Bethuel the Syrian, the 
brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Efau’s mother. 

6 LZ When Efau faw that [aac had blefled Jacob, 
and fent him away to Padan-aram, to take him a 
wife from thence; and that as he bleffed him he 
gave him a charge, faying, Thow fhalt not take a 
wife of the daughters of Canaan; 

7 And that Jacob obeyed his father and his mo- 
ther, and was gone to Padan-aram; 

8 And Efau feeing that the daughters of Canaan 
pleafed not Ifaac his father; 

g Then went Efau unto Ifhmael, and took unto 
the wives which he had, Mahalath the daughter of 
Ifhmacl Abraham’s fon, the fifter of Nebajoth, to be 
his wife. 

10 % And Jacob went out from Beer-fheba, and 
went toward Haran. 

11 And he lighted upon a certain place, and tar- 
ried there all night, becaufe the fun was fet; and he 
took of the ftones of that place and put ¢hewz for his 
pillows, and lay down in that place to fleep. 





4 The bleffing of Abraham, &c.] In order to underftand this, we 
muit compare chap. xii. 2, 3. with chap. xxii.17, 18. 

g He awent unto Lmael.| Seeing Ifimael was now dead, and had 
been dead about fourteen years, it is evident we muit not take this 
expreffion without fome qualification. Patrick fays, that the texc 
means either the family or houfe of Ifmael : other commentators 
Imagine, it fignifies no more than Ifhmael’s country; and the 
Arabic renders the words, The nation ox country of Ifhmael. 

Mahalath the daughter of Ufbmael, &e.] Efau imagined, that the 
affinity which fhe bare to Abraham, the founder of Hfaac’s family, 
would pleafe his father, who infifted fo much on Jacob’s marrying 
one of his own relations. It is remarkable that this wife of Efau 
is called Bathemath, chap. xxxvi. 3. though fhe is faid to be the 
daughter of the fame perfon as Mahalath: whence we may con- 
clude, it was the cuftom of thofe times for one perfon to have two 
names, which were afed indifferently. Thus Efau is likewife named 
idom:; and che mother of Abijam is called both Maacah and Mi- 
caiah, 1 Kiagsxv.z. 1 Chron 2. 

tt Upon a certain place, &c. Jacob was fo fcrupulous in obfery- 
ing the command of his father, that he would not enter into any 
houfe that belonged to a Canaanite, but chofe rather to fleep in 
the open air. The hardinefs in which he had been bred, rendered 
him indifferent to the manner sn which he lodged; and he flept 
with as much comfort upon 2 pillow of flone, as thofe who repofed 
‘upon the bed of luxary. The place might perhaps be pitched upon 
on account of its fhade, efpecially as itis named Luz, which figni- 
fies an almond, and might probably have received that name on 
account of the abundance of almond trees which grew in that place. 

12 Behold a ladder, &c.} The folution of this vifton, tormed 


-af fymbotic hierogtyphicks, will be cafy, if we attend cither to the 


circumftances of the patriarch, or the mode of information fuited 
to thofe rude and early ages. Jacob had now left his father’s honfe 
without attendants, without any certain profpect of fuccefs in ac- 
quiring a wife ora fettlement. Is is true, he had obtained his fa- 
ther’s blefling, but, having obtained it by fraud, had irritated his 
elder brother, who threatened his life, on account of the injuftice 
he been guilty of, and would perhaps have avenged himfelf if 
Tacab had not fled from his father's houfe. In thefe circumftances 
he had much to fear, and little to hope; his confidence could 
-only arife from his perfuafion of the dottrine of a Providence, and 
that there was a perpetual, invifible communicacion between heaven 
and carth. This was the intent of the vifion; and what could be 
better adapted to communicate this truth, than the fymbel of a 
ladder ftanding upon the earth, and reaching to heaven, on which 
the angels of God were continually afcending and defcending. No- 
thing canfequently could more effectually banifh any anxious fuf- 
picion frora his bofom, or compel him to refign himfelf entirely 
to the dire@ion of Providence, and confide in the parental case of 
the God of his father. When fpeech was rude and imperfeét, ideas 
were not only conveyed by words, but likewife by figns, actions, 
and a perpetual reprefentation of marerial images; and when God 
taughr the patriarch, he condefcended to the fame mode of iaftrac- 
tion, and the figniticative agtion was changed into a vifion: a vifon 
that elevated the heart with the pleaGing affurance, that though he 
avas an exile from his native country, and rravesfing alone uninha- 
bited defarts; though he was endangered by the wild beatts chat 
roamed in the night-time for prey, and was furrounded by barba- 
rous nations, who were loit toevery principle of humanity ; rer he 
was ftill in the prefence of his Maker, whofe almighty arm would 


. proteét him from danger, and under the fhadow of whole wings he 


might dwell in perfect fafery. 


ra And he dreamed, and Ipchold a iadder fet up 
on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: 
and behold the angels of God afcending and de- 
fcending on it. 

13 And, behold, the Lorn flood above it, and 
faid, I am the Lorn God of Abraham thy father, 
and the God of Ifaac: .the land whereon thou licit, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy feed; 

14 And thy feed fhall be as the duft of the earth, 
and thou fhalt fpread abroad to the welt, and to the 
eaft, and to the north, and to the fouth : and in thee 
and in thy feed fhal] al] the families of the earth be 
bleffed. 

15 And, behold, I am with thee, and will kcep thee 
in all places whither thou goeft, and will bring thee 
again into this land; for I will not leave thee, until F 
have done that which I have {poken to thee of. 

16 @ And Jacob awaked ont of his fleep, and he 
faid, Surely the Lorp is in this place; and I knew 
zt not. 

17 And he was afraid, and faid, How dreadful 7s 
this place } this 7s none other but the houle of God, 
and this zs the gate of heaven. 

18 And Jacob rofe up carly in the morning, and 
took the ftone that he had put for his pillows, and fet 
it up fora pillar, and poured oi} upon the top of it. 

1g And 





13 Bebold, the Lerd food.] The Hebrew here for Lord, is Jebo~ 
vah, the incommunicable name of God. The Chaldee renders it, 
the glory of the Lord, that is, the Shechinah; but the Arabic is 
remarkable, which reads, ‘The angel of the Lord flood before him, 
fpake unto him for, or inthe name of, the Lord, I am, &c. - 

f au the Lord God of Abraham. | Al the nations which belonged 
to the family of Abraham were idolutess, and imagined that their 
feverah deities were local and tutelary; they looked upon them- 
felves as peculiarly under their protection, and as intitled: to dif- 
tinguifhing marks of their favour.. The different names they af- 
figned them, demonftrate the truth of this affertion. In compli. 
ance with this cuftom God diftinguifhes himfelf to Jacob by the 
title of ‘* the God of Abraham, &c.” and in afluming this tide, he 
aflures Jacob of his extraordinary providence and peculiar protec. 
tion, at the fame time that he recalls to his mind the noble aéts he 
had done for his anceftors, and reminds him that he was the 
true and only Deity, in oppofition to the falfe gods of the neig!:- 
bouring nations, &c, 

To thee will f give it, &e.} Notwithflanding it may be obje€ted, 
that this prophecy was not perfonaily verified tu Jacob, yet the ob- 
jection will foon vanish, if we confider whar has been offered con- 
cerning this promife, when delivered to Abraham and to Ifaac. 

14, And in thee, and in thy feed, &e.] Which promife attended upon 
the bisthright. It wasthat which pecalianly diftinguithed the blef- 
fing which Ifaac gave to his fons, Jacob and Efau, and was truly a 
conveyance of the birthright to him in the family of Abraham. 
Ifaac him{elf calls this right of primogeniture in his houfe, the ble 
fing of Abraham; and God ha {clfxSyoentiirmation of Jacob s 
right of primogenation, affgges himp?ghat in.kim, and in his feed, 
all the families of the ¢g all be bleHed. -And it is very obferv- 
able, thaz this blefligg- fo péeuliary belongs to this covenant, thar 
it is never mentionedywith refpect to any other perfon wharfoese7, 
than fuch only to wh@m the sight of this coveaant, and the. pro- 
mife of the land of SGanaan, defcended. ms 

16 Surely, the Lygd is in thes place, &c.} We are not to fappok 
that Jacob had fuch- low ideas of the Deier, as to imagine dat le 
was not prefent throughout all fpace, and beyond all fpace. The 
fentence, therefore, fignifies. no more than this: that he could 
not have imagined before, that the Lord would have chofen chag 
{pot to manifeft his peeulias and glorious prefence. This fener: 
confirmed by the ancient tranflaticns, efpecialiy by the Chald-c, 
which renders the word:, Cestuinly, the glory of the Lord dwellera 
in this place ; and the srabigy which paraphrafes it, The. light ut 
God is im this place. | Me : = 

17 How dreadful is this place, &e.} The Chaldce tednflates ir. 
This isno common place. Here the Deity keeps his court, as earthly 
monarchs did then, in the gates. ‘This is the place whercin Gad 
has been pleafed to manifelt his glorious prefence ; and if majeity 
excites awe, the prefence, the glorious prefence of God, renders 
this place awful and dreadful indecd! © that all mankind would 
entestain the fame idea of the Deits. who is prefent every where; 
but efpecially when they approach the courts of the Lord's houfe, 
* where his honour loreth to dwell.” 

18 And took the flaxe—and petit up. Vhis was not only to 
preferve the memory of this heavenly vifion, bat likewite to make 
ufe of it as an altar, as appears from the following words. 

And paced vt, &c.J Which cereinony was ufed in confecrating 
fuch things to a divine ufe; and among the heathens, every itone 
that had received this rite, was etteemed as divine, and honoured 
with adoration. Though the deceitful voice of tradition afirms, that 
this very ftone is nave Jodged in Wo@mindter. Vobsy, after ajoumer 
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19 And he called the name of that place Beth-el: 
Thut the name of the city was called Luz at the firft. 

zo @ And Jacob vowed a vow, faying, If God 
will be with me, and will keep me in this way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
puton, , 

21 Sothat I come again to my father’s houfe in 
peace, then fhall the Lorn be my God: 

22 And this ftone, which I have fet for a pillar, 
fhall be God’s houfe and of all that thou fhalt give 
me I will furely give the tenth unto thee. 


; CH A P. XXIX. 


1 Facob cometh to the well of Haran; 9 meeteth Rachel, 
maketh himfelf known to her, and is entertained by 
Laban, whom he covenanteth to ferve for Rachel. 
a1 He is deceived with Leah; 28 marrieth Rachel 
alfo, and ferveth for her feven years more. 31 Leah 
hearcth Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Fudah. 


HEN Jacob went on his journey, and came 
into the land of the people of the eaft. 
2 And he looked, and behold a well in the field, 
and, lo, there were three flocks of fheep lying by it; 
for out of that well they watered their flocks: and a 
great ftone was upon the well’s mouth. 
3 And thither were all the flocks gathered; and 





to Jerufalem,and from thence to Scotland; yet the fober part ofman- 
kind muft look upon the legend in the fame light as that of the jour- 
ney to the houfe ofthe Virgin Mary from Jerufalem to Loretto. 
1g Beth-el.| 3. e. The houfe of God, from écth, “a houfe,” 
and ¢/, ‘©God.” ‘ ; ; 
That city was called Luz, &¢.| Which by no means contradicts the 
affertion above, wherein we fay, that Jacob laid himf{elfdown to fleep 
in the open air, chufing rather to lic on the ground, than toenter into 
any houfe of the Canaanites; for in the firtt place, this fpot might 
have been withia the inclofure of the city walls ; but ifthisbe looked 
upen as an evafion, we may reply, fecondly, that the place’ where 
Jacob flept, and the city of Luz, where not the fame, as appears from 
the expreffion of, that place, when applied to the {pot where he had 
his vifion, and that city, when applicd to Luz. ‘There might have 
been a city near, which was at firtt named Luz, or Ulamluz, accord- 


ing to the tranflation of the Vulgateand Septuagint, which fignifies,: 


The porch of nuts or almonds; but, in procefs of time, itmight have 
changed its name for that of Beth-el, which was given it on account 
of this celebrated vifion. oie 

ar Then foall the Lord be my God.] Or according to the Hebrew 
which is more expreffive, Then fhall Jehovah be my God; which 
implies, that he would acknowledge and worfhip the only and true 
God, in oppofition to the gods of the neighbouring nations; and 
that he would adore himas his tutelary God and defender, inallufion 
to the cuftom of the furrounding idolaters. ‘Though this vow was 


conditional, we muft not imagine that it betrays either want of faith, 
or want of religion in Jacob; for the condition expreffed was necef- 
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fénably expeét that God 
ome indeed underftand by 
MB’s houfe,’’ that he intended 
worthip of God; but it 
early ages they adored their 
great Creata' inépy of heaven, and that groves and 
mountains were their only tabernacles. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXVIII. 

$n this chapter we find, firft, the command given by Laac to his fon 
Jacob, concerning taking of a wife, which fhouldteach parents to 
be careful with regard tothe marriages of their children; and 
children fhould learn that obedience to parents is fure to be at- 
tended with a blefing, Secondly, we fce the effeéts of good old 
Hase’s prayers; and this fhould teach parents never to ceafe pray- 
ing for theirchildren. ‘lhirdly, we learn that God is ever prefent 
with his people; for although the mountains fhould depart, and 
the hills be removed, yet the covenant of his peace he will never 
remove from them. Laftly, let the example of pious Jacob teach 
us, never to forget the mercies and bleffings of God ;: for a con- 
ftant remembrance of what Gad, in his providence, does for us, 
keeps faith and every chriftian virtue alive inour minds. 

35 
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XAXIX. 


watered the fheep, and put the ftone again upon the 
well’s mouth in his place. 

4 And Jacob faid untg them, my brethren, whence 
be ye? And they faid, Of Haranare we. 

5 And he faid unto them, Know ye Laban the fon 
of Nahor? And they faid, We know him, 

6 And he faid unto them, Js he well? And they 
faid, He zs well: and, behold, Rachel his daughter 
cometh with the fheep. 

_7 And he faid, Lo, is yet high day, neither zs zt 
time that the cattle fhould be gathered together : 
water ye the fheep, and go and feed them. 

8 And they faid, We cannot, until all the flocks 
be gathered together, and ¢7// they roll the ftone from 
the well’s mouth ; then we water the fheep. 

g @ And while he yet fpake with them, Rachel 
came with her father’s fheep: for fhe kept them. 

10 And it came to pafs, when Jacob faw Rachel 
the daughter of Laban his mother’s brother, and the 
fheep of Laban his mother’s brother, that Jacob 
went near, and rolled the ftone from the well’s 
mouth, and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s 
brother. 

1x And Jacob kiffed Rachel, and lifted up-his 
voice, and wept. 

12 And 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXIX. 


1 Land of the people of the eaft.| ‘Thisis in the Hebrew, The land 
of the children of the eaft. his was Mefopotamia, which lay eaft- 
ward from Canaan. 

2 Three flocks of foeep, &c.}] ‘The verb tranflated, watered, in the 
latter pazt of the verfe, is without any regular nominative cafe be- 
fore it, and according to the prefent reading muft be fupplied by 
adding the word fhepherds: but if it be fuppofed that the Hebrew 
word bederei, ** flocks,’” was erroneoufly fubftituted by the tran- 
{criber inftead of rec, ¢ fhepherds,’’ this fenfe will be complete ; the 
participle, lying, is, in J/a:ah xiii. zo. applied to fhepherds in this 
recumbent poiture, and affords fome aigument in favour of this 
emendation. 

3 Flocks gathered.} In the four fucceeding verfes of this chapter, 
we are prefented with a dialogue ; and yet no man is mentioned but 
Jacob ; the only living creaiure prefent befideshim being three flocks 
of theep. ‘The truth feems to be, that the word fhepherds was ori- 
ginally expreffed, and fome tranfcriber has writ baderim, ‘ flocks,” 
inftead of Sarva, ‘¢ fhepherds.’’ That this miftake has aétually 
been made, is certain from the Samaritan and the Arabic; but it 
inay be faid, that, with this craendation, the words, ‘¢ all the thep- 
herds were there gathered together,” in this verfe, is contrary to 
thofe in the eighth, which informs us, that the fhepherds were not 
yet all afflembled together : but to reconcile thef: two paflages, it 
fhould be obferved, that this verfe {peaks only of the cuitom of the 
fhepherds affembling at that well, and watering their fiocks all to- 

ether; for all the verbs in this verfe, though preter, have a future: 
ignification, on account of the converfive particle prefixed to every 
one of them ; and therefore, as future, cannotexprefs a paft affem- 
bly oration. But being frequentative, and implying the continu- 
ance and cuftom of doing a thing, exprefs this fenfe. And there (at 
this well) all the fhepherds ufually met together, and rolled the 
ftone from the well’s mouth, and watered the fheep, and put the 
ftone again upon the well’s mouth. ‘The fignification given to this 
verfe, as exprefliveof a cuftom, is confirmed by the Vulgate, which 
renders it, it was cuftomary ; but ftillreads Sheep, inftead of thep- 
herds, according to the Hebrew. 

4 Unto them, &c.} Certainly this expreffion contains the emen- 
dation propofed in the preceding verfe, and receives great light 
from it. 

8 Until all the fucks, &c.] Inftead of ** flocks,’’ we fhould read 
shepherds, as appears from the note on ver. 3. and which is fupport- 
ed by the Samaritan, the Arabic, and the Septuagint; nay, even from 
‘the context. The ftone is reprefented to ake been very large, fo 
large, that it could not be moved any other way, than by rolling. 
It was probably too heavy for the three fhepuerds lying by it; if fo, 
their excufe is intelligible, when they tell Jacob, that they could 
not water their fheep till it was rolled away; and being too much 
for their ftrength, it was neceffary for them to ftay till that obftacle 
was removed by the united efforts of all the fhepherds who watered 
their fheepat that place. 4 

g Rachel came, &c.} It is impoffible to afcertain whether fhe re- 
ceived her name, which in Hebrew fignifies a theep, on account of 
her occupation; orwhether it was given her tointimate that meek- 
nefs and innocence are the fupreme ornament of her fex. Her em- 
ploy in thofe early ages was reputed no difgrace. 

10 And rolled the stone, &.] Though thereisno perfon mention- 
ed in the rext, yet it is probable that he might be affifted by the 
fhepherds. He is only mentioned, in order to thew the readinefs he 
difcovered to oblige Rachel, who had already captivated him. 3 
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He mecicth with Rachel. 
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they rolled the ftone from the well’s mouth, and __ Before 
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_ Facobis deceived with Leah. G EN E §$ 1 6. He marrieth Rachel alfu. 











Before 42 And Jacob told Rachel that he was her father’s 
CHRIST brother, and that he was Rebekah’s fon: and fhe ran 
‘ and told her father. 

13 And it came to pafs, when Laban heard the { 
tidings of Jacob his fifter’s fon, that he ran to meet |, 
him, and embraced him, and kiffed him, and brought |. 
him to his houwfes And he told Laban all thefe | 
things. : 

14 And Laban faid to him, Surely thou av¢ my } 
bone and my flefh. And he abode with him the 
fpace of a month. 

15 %-And Laban faid to Jacob, becanfe thou art 
my brother, fhouldeft thou therefore ferve me for 
nought ? tell me, what /hadl thy wages be ? 

16 And Laban had two daughters: the name of 
the elder was Leah, and the name of the younger 
was Rachel. 

17 Leah was tender eyed; but Rachel was beau- 
tiful and well favoured. 

18 And Jacob loved Rachel; and faid, I will 
ferve thee feven years for Rachel thy younger 
daughter. 

1g And Laban faid, Jé zs better that I give her to 
thee, than that I fhould give her to another man: 
abide with me. 

20 And Jacob ferved feven years for Rachel; 
and they feemed unto him éut a few days, for the 
love he’ had to her. 

21 @ And Jacob faid unto Laban, Give me my 
wife, for my days are fulfilled, that I may go in 
unto her. 

ze And Laban gathered together all the men of 
the place, and made a feaft. 

23 And it came to pafs in the evening, that he 
took Leah his daughter, and brought ‘her to him; 
and he went in ynto her. 

24 And Laban gave unto his daughter Leah, 
Zitpah his maid for an bandmaid. : 


25 And it came to pafs, that in the morning, Before. 
behold, it was Leah: and he faid to Laban, What 15 6p 
zs this thou baft done unto me? did I not ferve 
with thee for Rachel? wherefore then baft tlreu 
beguiled me? 

26 And Laban faid, it muft not be fo done in our 
country, to give the younger before the frift- 
born. 

27 Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this 
qalfo for the fervice which thou fhalt ferve with me 
yet feven ather years. 

28 @ And Jacob did fo, and fulfilled her week : 
wand he gave him Rachel his daughter to wife 
alfo. 

2g And Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, 
Bilhah his handmaid to be her maid. 

30 And he went in alfo unto Rachel, and he loved 
alfo Rachel more than Leah, and ferved with him 
yet feven other years. 

31 {f And when the Lorn fawthat Leah washated, *753- 
he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. 

g2 And Leah conceived, and bare a fon, and fhe 
called his name Reuben: for fhe faid, Surely the 
Loxp hath looked upon my affli€tion ; now there- 
fore my hufband will love me. , 

33 And fhe conceived again, and bare a fon; and 
faid, Becaufe the Lor» hath heard that I was hated, 
he hath therefore given mc this fon alfo: and fhe 
called his name Simeon. 

34 And fhe conccived again, and bare a fon; and 
faid, Now this time will my hulband be joined unto 
me, becaufe I have borne him three fons: therefore 
was his name called Levi. 

35 And fhe conceived again, and bare a fon: and 
the faid, Nowwill I praife the Lory: therefore fhe 
called his name Judah; and left bearing. - 
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12 Her father’s brovher, &c.} This word brother is ufed ina 
greater latitude in the Hebrew, than the Engtifh; in this place it 
fignifies only a kinfman, or relation, as appears from ver. 13. and 
in chap. xiii. 8. it is ufed in this fenfe. . 

13 All thefe things.] i.e. He gave him a detail of his circum- 
ftances, and recapftulated what he before related to Rachel. 

14. Surely thou art my bore and my fi¢h-] This is rendered by the 
Chaldee, Thou art my kinfman and my fiefh. 

The pace ofa month.| ‘Thiy is in the Hebrew, a month of days. 
The bifhopof Chefter, in this comment, fuppofes that this fpace was 
agreed on for a trial of his fervice. 

37 Leah was tender eyed.| This is in the Septuagint, Weak-eved ; 
in the Vulgate, Blear-eyed; the Syriac agrees with our tranflation ; 
put the Chaldee and Arabic read, Leah had beautiful eyes. 

Rachel ewas beautifal and well favoured.) We underftand from 
the Hebrew, that fhe was beautiful in fhape, as well as in her face. 

20 And Facob ferved feven years, &c.] Some think the reafon for 


25 Wherefore then baft thou beguiled me?) For Jacob had not only 
confented to ferve, but had really ferved one month, (ver. 14.) for =~ 
Rachel; and ovght to have received her as the reward af his la- 
bours. Ist is fomewhat remarkable, that Jacab, who by fraud de- 
prived Efau of the bleffing his father intended him, lof what he 
etcemed an invaluable bleffing, in ike manner. 

27 Fulfil her week, &c.} 1. e.+Confummate thy marriage with 

Leah, by keeping the folemnity of feven days feafting, the fpace 
allowed for marriage feafts, as appcars from Judges xiv. 16. 
_ 28 dnd be pave him Rachel, &c.] Some, however, affert, that 
Jacob did not obtain Rachel before the expiration of feven years ; 
yet it is evident from ver. 27 and 30. that the term of fervitude was 
to.commence from his being ip wed i achel, not that it was 
tw expire before he obtained oe . 

31 Leah was bated, GR, Chey Curender “ hated,’* 
though explained in 4 Chaldge @a& Arabic, is ufed 
in fcripture, for Pegrec of love; end the Vulgate, 
Laban’s accepting ‘this term of fervicc for Rachel is, that he was | f which renders the s: defpicahle, countehances” this fenfe. 
unwilling to part with her fooner, on account of his entertaining a | P In this inftance, wé fee the kind feverity of Providenéedn the 
bad idea of the Canaanites ; but we muft not fuppofe with them, |} means-ufed to. divget'.gg from careffing any perfon or thing: with an 
that Jacob did actually ferve feven years before he married her, be- | f. immoderate =e: seas exh we are taught at the fame time, thac no 
caufe he could not then have thought, as this verfe afferts, that they || condition is witht itaggconveniences, no mifery withguet its in- 
feemed unto him but a few days; his love, which is reprefented as ]}-teryals of comfort. . . 4 Hwords do not imply that Leah was hated 
very ardent, would rather have made this {pace appear intolerably 
long and tedious, 

21 Jacob faid] | According to the Hebrew word, it may be tran- 
flated, Had faid, which gives fome countenance to the fenfe we 
have affixed to the preceding verfe. 

My days are ‘filled, &c.] This doubtlefs means no more than 
the month of trial. Itis certain it cannot be applied to the expira- 
tion of the feven years which he was to ferve; for then Jacob mutt 
have had twelve children in the fpace of feven years, which is in- 
confiftent with the pofitive affertion of feripture. Leah had feven 
children at feven births, which might have been in feven years. 
Befides, it is certain, from chap. xxix. 35. and xxx.27. fhe inter- 
mitted from bearing; and in the mean time we have an account of 
the birth of Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Afhur, before Leah bore Iffa- 
char, Zebulun and Dinah. If we compare the age of Jacob when he 
went to Laban, with the birth of Hezron and Hamul, chap. xlv. 12. 
Judah could not have been more than four years older than Jofeph ; 
thefe difficulties, when put together, ftrongly evince, that Jacob did 
not ferve his firft feven years before, but after he married Leah. 

23 Took Leah, and brought ber unte him, &e.] Veils being worn 
by women at that time, they were introduced to their hufbands with 


them on, and the darknefs likewife contributed not a lictle ro favour 
the deceprion, 













































‘of Jacob, for, accordingnto the whole accoznt of the febfequent 
| pact of his condu@, he ditharged the duty of a hufbagd with“the 
utmoft tendernefs. He had got sade oe of ae for fhe fd been 
impofed upon him, and prqbebly by.2 falfe reprefentatiqggimade by 
thet Gerber without hes Ebaw ci ee Gacd. Ic was.the prafite in thofe 
times to defpife the woman whe had no children, and gis is what 
is here called hatred. “port he 

32 Reuben, &C.] Which name fignifies, divine regard, or divine 
mercy, alluding to her expreffion, ‘ Surely the Lord hath looked 
‘upon my affliGion.”’ 

33 Simeon.) Which name fignifies, God hath heard, or conSdered 
me, from the Hebrew word /ocwe, * to fee,’ &c. . 
34 Levi.] Which word fignifies, joined, and is derived from the 
Hebrew dowah, “ to join,” ufed in this fentence, « my hufband 
rwill be joined.”” ~ : 

35 Jadah.| Which fignifies, praife, and thankf{giving, alluding 
to the words, ** I will praife the Lord;” the Hebrew word we 
render, Will praife, being the root from whence Judah, or Jehudah, 
is derived. 

Left tearing.] The Hebrew fignifies, She was ata ftand from 
bearing; which the Septuagint have tranflated word for word; the 
word ** left,” in our tranMation, is rather too ftrong, and csaxeyesns 
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Rachel beareth Fofeph. 
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t Revhel en grief for her barrennefs gtueth her maid 

Blah unte Fact. 5 Bithai beareth Dan and 
Naphiale 9 Leah greeth Zilpeh her med, who 
bewreth God and Asher. 14 Reuben fandeth man- 
drakes, for uhich Rachel yieldeth her hufband to 
Leah. 17 Leah beareth Iffachar, Zebulon, and Di- 
nah. 22 Rachl berareth Fofeph. 25 Facob is retained 
by Laban, 37 facub’s policy, whereby he becometh rich. 


ND when Rachel faw that fhe bare Jacob no 
children, Rachel envied her fifter; and faid 
unto Jacob, Give me children, or elfe I die. 
_ % And Jacob’s anger was. kindled againft Rachel: 
and he faid, wt Tin God's ftead, who hath with- 
held from thee the fruit ofthe wonrb? ° ; 

3 And fhe faid, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in 
unto her; and fhe fhall bear upon my knees, that I 
may alfo have children by her. 

4 And the gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: 
and Jaeob went in unto her.. 

5 @.And Bilhah conceived and bare Jacob a fon. 

6 And Rachel faid, God hath judged me, and 
hath alfo heard my voice, and hath given me a fon: 
therefore fhe called his name Dan. 

7 And Bilhah Rachel’s maid conceived again, and 
bare Jacob a fecond fon. 

8 And Rachel faid, With great wreftlings have I 
wreitled with my filter, and I have prevailed: and 
fhe called his name Naphtali. 

g © When Leeh faw that fhe had left bearing, 
fhe took Zilpah her maid, and gave. her Jacob to 
wife. : 

10 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacob a fon. 

tt And Leah faid, A troop cometh: and fhe 
called lhis name Gad. = ry: 


LTE I I I 
idea of her not having any more children ; ‘whereas the ferics of 
the hittory informs us the had feveral children afterwards. It is 
remarkable, thatthe Syriac omits this fentertce, though it is in all 
the oriental verfions, in the Septuagint and in the Vulgate. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXIX. 


The firtt thing to be obferved in this chapter, is the beginning of 


the fulliliment-of the promife in the increafe of Jacob’s family ; 
trom whence we may learn, that all the promifes of God will b= 
fulfilled, though perhaps not fo foon as we with. Second)y, that 
although Laban meant no good to Jacob, yet God was with him, 
and made ‘him ample amends for the unnatural conduét, of an 
avaricious,-deccitful father-in-law. Laftly, rom Leah’s being: 
defpifed by her own fex, but taken notice of in mercy by the 
‘Lord, Jet us learn, that a modett humble fubmiflion to the groffait 

y God than any thing elfe we 
upon the afflictions of the 
ws the proud empty 


















humble; 
AWAY. yy 
chiftfrens on etfe® 
in general, 





flowery chapler, 
wMer fome dreadful 
hhold the thing 
for? Yt devyics inmetay, kotly withholds the oc- 
mifery, tfnor per! rent of our ruin, 

y . 4 Chaldec, Why doft 
thot to have afked them 
~- Allof which fhew. the 
plication; it being there- 
id the refurreétion of the 


word, ‘ judged,’ is ufed ma 
good, as well as ina in a good fenfe, it implies, to de- 
cide in favour of a perfon, asin P/aém xxvi. 1. in a bad fenfe, it 
fignifies to catt, condemn, or decide againft. If we take the word 
here ina good fenfc, it implies, that God had declared himfelf in 
her favour, by granting her a fon ; ina bad fenfe it implies, that 
by bleffing her with offspring, he had condemned her haftinefs in 
accufing hee hufband, in envying her fifter, and in defpairing’ of 
the bleffing of Providence. The name given her fon; fiynifies, 
judging, alludes to this fentence, and is derived from daanani, the 
Hebrew word, which is tranflated “ judged.” ‘ : 

8 Nephtal.{ Which name fignifies *‘ ftrugeling,”’ or wreftling,”” 
and plainly alludes to the Hebrew, which reads Naphroli, * with 
frugglings,” Niphrhalti, ** have I ftruggled 3” and then concludes, 
therefore ‘+ fhe called him Naphtali.” Yet as the word pasba/, 
from whence Naphrali is derived, fignifies, “ to contrive,’ or 

No. 3. : 


a 
















12 And Zilpah Leah’s maid bare Jacoba fecond fon. 
13 And Leah faid, Happy am I, for the daugh- 
ters will éall me bleffed: and fhe called his: name 


Afher. 
14 2 And Reuben went in the days of wheat 
harvelt, and found mandrakes in the field, and 


brought them unto his mother Leah, Then Ra- 
chel faid to Leah, Give me, I pray thee, of thy fon’s 
mandrakes. 

15 And fhe faid unto her, Js 7f a finall matter 
that thou halt taken my hufband ? and wouldft thou 
take away my fon’s mandrakes alfo? And Rachel 
faid, Therefore he fhall lic with thee to-night for 
thy fon’s mandrakes. 

16 And Jacob came out of the field in the even- 
ing, and Leah went out to meet him, and faid, 
Thou muft come in unto me: for furely I have 
hired thee with my fon’s mandrakes. And he lay 
with her that nighe. 

17 & And God hearkened unto Leah, and fhe 
conceived, and bare Jacob the fifth fon. 

18 And Leah faid, God hath given me my hire, 
becaufe I have given my maiden to my- hufband : 
and fhe called his name I{fachar. 

_ 1g And Leah conceived again, and bare Jacob 
the fixth fon. : 

20 And Leah faid, God hath enducd me with 
a good dowry; now will my hufband dwell with me, 
becaufe I havé borne him fix fons: and fhe called 
his name Zebulon. 

21 And afterwards fhe bare a daughter, and called 
her name Dinah. : ‘ 

gz @ And God-remembered Rachel, 
hearkened to her, and opened her womb. ; 

23 ‘And fhe conceived, and bare a fon; and faid, 
God hath taken away my reproach: 


and God 


24 And 


ec A tg ERSREARAS 


** counterplot,” inftead of «* great wreftlings,” or ‘¢ the wreftlings of 
God,*! the Hebrew may be rendered, By a great or excellent ar- 
tifice or contrivance ; and Naphtali will then fignify,, My plot, or 
contrivance, : 


a1 Gad.j] i.e. “ A troop.” ty 
. 13 Afeer.| Which name fignifies “ bleffed,” and alludes to the 


Hebrew word in the beginning of the verfe, deafori, “ in my hap- 
pinefs,” and aféroni, ‘* they have bleffed, or called me happy.’” 

14 Mandrakes, &c.] ‘“Tranflators render the Hebrew dudainty 
«mandrake apples.” The word occurs only once more in {¢rip- 
ture, namely, in Solomon’s Song, chap. vii. 13. and there they are 
celebrated for the pleafantnefs or fragrance of the fmell, and men-+ 
tioned together with other pleafant froits. Eut it is well known 
that the mandrake has a very itrong, ftupefying {mell, and has no- 
thing inviting either in tafte or colour, to induce a child like Reu- 
ben, fix years old; to chufe them for either of thofe qualities. Be- 
fide, the time when they were gathered, fhews that they could not 
have been the mandrake; for the wheat-harvelt jn thofe countries 
is in May, at which time the apples .of this plagt arg far from being 
ripe. Their vistue in helping conception ‘is fo far, from being aa 
argument in their favour, that it is probable Leah would not have 

tted with them, had fhe known they had that effe&; nor would 
Reachal tate bought them at fo dear a rate, nor wonld fhe have con, 
tinued barren after the poffeflion of them. The word may be.ren~ 
dered defirable flowers, for it fignitics, loves, or women’s breatts, 
in the plural number. sarees y . . 

17 G.d Learkeneds &c.] This is, in the Chaldee, God received 
the prayers of Leah. Whence we may conclude, that fhe made her 
addrefies to him to remove her temporary barrennels, as a means 
to recover the affections of Jacob, which appears from ver..15- to 
have been alienated from Leah. . . ; 

18 Ufacher.] This name implies, A man of reward, from (2, 
«<4 mao,” and fachar, areward;” and alludes to the Hebsew word, 
ufed in the beginning of the verte, /2achr:, ‘my reward,” or ‘gine 
hire.” * : ae 
20 Zrbulon.| Which fignifies ‘* dwelling,” and is drziyed from 
the Hebrew word sefebefem, . he fhall dwell with me,”’ as, the for- 
mer part of this verfe exprefles 1. acd? : ; 

21 Dinab.| Dinah is feminine of Dan, which fignifies. «« judg- 
ing,’’ and feems to have been given as an-acknowledgment thet 
God ‘had judged, or decided.in her favour, by granting bez fo nyme- 
rous an offspring, which: fhe preferred. to the great prefent or 
dowry a man could bring his wife. 7 at 

23 Reproach.} Seeing that fruitfulnefs is reppefented as.2 blef- 
fing, Grr.i. 28. Deut. vil. 14 and was peculiarly pramifed to Abra- 
ham and his feed, Gen. xii. 3. xv--g- and xviii. 18. fo hargennefs was 
likewile efteemed a great unhappinely and reproach. See Laish wy. 1. 
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2g And fhe called hisname Jofeph; and faid, The 
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» have be@e the defipn of Jacobin this compaét. The Chaidee con- 


25 @ And itcame to pafs,when Rachel had borne 
Jofeph, that Jacob faid unto Laban, Send me away, 
that I may go unto mine own piace, and tomy country. 

26 Give me my wives and my children, for whom 
I have ferved thee, and let me go: for thou knowelt 
my fervice which I have donc thee. ; 

27 And Laban faid unto him,] pray thee, if Ihave 
found favourinthine eyes,tar7y : for I have learned by 
experience that the Loxp hath bleffed me forthy fake. 

28 And he faid, Appoint me thy wages, and I wi}i 
give it. 

29 And he faid unto him, Thou knowcft how If 
have ferved thee, and how thy cattle was with me. 

40 For it was little which thou hadft before I came, 
and it is now increafed wnto a multitude; and the 
Lorop hath bleffed thee fince my coming: and now 
when fhall I provide for mine own houle allo? 

g1 And he faid, What fhall Igive thee ? And Jacob 
faid, Thou fhalt not give me any thing: if thou wilt do 
this thing for me, 1 will again fecd and keep thy flock: 

32 1 will pafs through all thy flock to day, re- 
moving from thence all the {fpeckled and Spotted 
cattle, and all the brown cattle among the fheep, and 
the {potted and {peckled among the goats: and of 
Juch fhall be my hire. 

33 So thal] my righteoufnefs anfwer for me in 
time to come, when it fhall come for my hire before 
thy face: every one that zs not fpeckled and {potted 
among the goats, and brown among the fheep, that 
fhall be counted flolen withme. — , 

34 And Laban faid, Behold, I would it might be 
according to thy word. 





24 Fofepl, &c.). This name in the Hebrew fignifies, “ adding,” 
saat: to cy Hebrew word jeep, “ thall add,” in the fubfe- 
quent fentence : fome explain it, The addition of fomething here- 
aftez. : : 

25 When Rachel had borne Fofeph.} Jacob had now ferved for Rachel 
fourteen years, was about ninety, his parents were much advanced 
in years, and was impelled, by the longinys of filial piety, to vific 
them before they were gathered unto their fathers. : 

My place, &c.) i. e. "To my native place, or my father's houfe, as 
appears from the Vulgate, and other ancient verfions. 


30 Since my coming. | tis in the Hebrew, At my foot ; which the }- 


Arabic explains, For my fake, by my means, or becaufe of me, &c. 
Mine own hiufe, &c.] How greatly is the genesolity of Jacob’s 
temper manifefted, in his delay to make any provifion for his family, 
till he had enriched his father-in-law by his fervice. Afterwards 
‘prudence, as well as paternal affection, called upon him to make 
fome provifion for his own houie or family. : 

32 f awill paft thriugh—removing.}] Ut appears from this reading, 
that Jacob removed the party-coloured cattle ; though in the 35th 
and 36th verfes, it is evident that this was done by Laban. ‘ihe 
Vulgate affords ts an expedient to reconcile this feeming inconfift- 
ency, by rendering the paffage, Go round all thy flocks, and fepa- 
rate all the fpeckled, &c. The Septuagint read likewifc, Go through 
all thy flocks to-day, and feparate, &c. The Chaldee confirms this 
fenfe, except that it aifigns the aét df pafling through to Jacob, and 
the feparating of the fpeckled cattle to Laban, which reconciles this 
verfe withthe 3gth. This verfion reads, I will pafs through all thy 
flocks this day, and do thou rerhove from thence alithe fpeckled, &c. 

Speckled.| ‘This fignifies.in the Hebrew fmall fpecks, or points, 
and the word immediately following, large fpots, like thofe which 
frequently appear in cattle. =~ . 

Of [ach foall be my hire.) The cattle already fpeckled, is not meant 
by Jacob, as appears from his refufing any thing out of Laban‘s pre- 
fent ftore, ver. 31. ‘¢ thou fhalt give,” but that he would feparate 
out the tpeckled shecp and goats; and then, whatever thofe of one 
colour produced afterwards with the above variety, he would take 
for his wages; that Laban, whenever he pleafed to Jook unto Jacob’s 
cattle, might be convinccd that they were really his own, according 
to agreement. % ; : 
33 Anfawer for me, &c.} "The patriarch had already experienced 
Laban’s want of honefty, and this covenant wasto guard again it 
far the fleure; if wetranftate, When it fhall came tur my hire, by, 
‘When thoa -fhalt come againit my hire,-this will appear plainly to 


firms this vérfion, by rendering the fentence in that manner ; the 
Arabic’ gives it a farther fupport, by reading, My equity fhall ap- 
pear to-morrow, wheat fhall come to demand my wages. 

36 Hefet three anys fourney, Se.) i.e. Three times the diftance 
the flockstwere able te travel in orte day. - 

37 Wastty&c.] The Hebrew word Luz, fignifies rather the al- 
mond-tree, as we obferved before, 





35 And he removed that day the he goats that 
were ringftraked and fpotied, and all the fhe goats 
that werefpeckled and fpotted, aud every one that 
had fome white in it, and all the brown among the 
fheep, and gave éhem into the band of his fons. 

36 And he fetthree days journey betwixt himfelf 
and Jacob: and Jacob fedthe reft of Laban’s flocks. 

37 © And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, 
and of the hazcl and chefnut tree ; and pilled white 
{trakes in them, and made the white appear which 
was inthe rods. : 

38 And he fet the rods which he had pilled before 
the flocks inthe gutters in the watering troughs 
when the flocks came to drink, that they thould con- 
ceive when they came to drink. 3 

39 And the flocks conceived before the rods, and 
brought forth cattle ringftraked, fpeckled, and 
fpotted. 

40 Ar.d Jacob did feparate the lambs, and fet the 
faces of the flocks toward the ringftraked, and all 
the brown in the flock of Laban; and he ‘put his 
own flocks by themfelves, and put them not unto 
Laban’s catide. 

-41 And it came to pafs, whenfoever the ftronger 
cattle did conceive, that Jacob Jaid the rods before 
the eyes of the cattle in the gutters, that they might 
conceive among the rods. 

42 But when the cattle were feeble, he put them 
notin: fo the feebler were 
Jacob’s. 

43 And the man increafed exceedingly, and had 
much cattle, and maid-fervants, and men-fervants, 
and camels, and affes. 


CHAP. 





39 The flocks conceived, &.] In the Samaritan copy, between the 
36th and 37th verfes, there is a narrative of the vifion de(cribed ver. 
11. of the following chapter, which, though not to be found in any 
other verfion, throws a great light upon this pallage, and vindicates 
the charatter of Jacob from the afperfions of fraud, freely bettowed 
onhim by infidels. It fignifies, in the firft piace, the reafon why he 
made oft of this artifice, which was, the command of God: it cb- 
viates the objection drawn from the power of the pilled rods to pro- 
duce this effect, by afcribing it entirely to the interpofition of the 
Deity; and it furcher furnithes as with an amiable idea of the di- 
vine juttice, and the extraordinary providence, which at once pra- 
tected the patriarchs, and enabled chem to get the better of their 
enemies, : 

43 Aud the man intreafed exceedingly, &c.| It is evident through. 
out this narrative of Jacob's contract with Laban, that covctoufiels 
gencrally overfhoots the mark, and difappoints itfelf. Thus La 
ban’s covetoufnefs would not allow him to fettle upon Jacob any 
fixed wages, though he owed the greageR .part of his riches to his 
care ; bur he cagerly enybr; MIA do ffe¥,becaufe it feemed an 
advantageous one; th j order ‘of Providence, which 





takes the crafty in chia gi {nares, he found hiimfelf-devcived in 


the end. 


& 





seuuieh es TIONS on CHAP. XXX. 


With refpe® to whatis here Gid of Jacch's conduft, we. may con- 
clude that his behaviour was geacrous, fair, and can@iihy 
chofe the ringftraked cattle without any view bur to: 

_ putes, trufting thar God wogld fe order it, agreeable 
tion at Beth-cl, thar he fhould heave caovgh, beingd 

_ be contented with what Gog’s providence thanld th 
him; and thar when he nim egic of ae ‘Tode, it 
and in obedience to God’s cOjpmand, wi thats iy previous 
knowledge of what would be theevent. Watbare the morercafon 
to think this to be the cafe, becaufe we find nothing but good 
arofe to Jacob from it; whence we may remirk, that though the 
{criprure often mentions the mifconduct of good men, yet it al- 
ways takes care to inform us, that evil arofe to them in confe- 
quence of fuchadlions.. We may alfo obferve God's taithfulnets ; 
he had promifed Jacob ar Both-cl to be with him in all places 
whither he fhould go, and we find him accordingly blefling La- 
ban becaufe he was with him: fv that though Laban: bad but lit- 
tle when Jacob came to him, it was under him increafed to a 
multitude, We ought too to take notice, that though Jacob, 
from what he fays to Laban in the following chapter, appears to 
have been a molt induftrivus faithful fervant, yer he attributes all 
the increafe of the flock to the blefiing of God, and not to his 
own diligence. 
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Facob commanded to reiurn ta his own land. CHAP. XXXI. Laban purfueth after hum. 
: - 
a ee 
tre the pillar, and where thou vowedff a vow unto me: Before 
ie CH AP. XXXI. now arife, get thee out of this land, and return unto ~y 229, 
1 ah is regarded with an evil eye by Laban and his the land of thy kindred. 



































14 And Rachel and Leah anfwered and faid unto 
nim, Js there yet any portion or inheritance for us in 
our father’s houfe ? 

15 Are wenot counted of him ftrangers? for he 
hath fold us,and hath quite devoured alfo our money. 
~ 16 Forall the riches which God hath taken from 
our father, that zs our’s, and our children’s: now then, 
whatfoever God hath faid unto thee, do. se 

17-9 Then Jacob rofe up, and fet his fons and his 


wives upon camels; 


ims: 3 ix cousnanded by God to return to his own 
land, anid propofeth his departure to his mives. 17 He 
remowth fecraly with his family and fubfiance ; Rachel 
frcaleth her fother’s images. 22 Laban purjueth after 
him; is warned of God, and overtaking “Facob com- 
plaincth of the wrong. 31 Jacob, ignorant of the 
theft, permitieth Laban to fearch for the images ; Ra- 
chel’s policy to hide them. 36 Facol’s complaint of 
Laban, 43 The cevenant of Facob and Laban: 


Latan returncth home. Se 
N D he heard the words of Laban’s fons, faying, 


Jacob hath taken away all that was our father’s ; 
and of that which was our father’s hath he gotten all 
this glory. : 

2 And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, 
and, behold, it was not toward him as before. 

3 | And the Loxp faid unto Jacob, Return unto 
the land of thy fathers, and to thy kindred ; and I 
will be with thee. 

4 And Jacob fent and called Rachel and Leah to 
the field unto his flock. 

5 And faid unto them, I fee your father’s coun- 
tenance, that it zs not toward meas before; but the 
God of ny father hath been with me. 

6 And ye know that with all my power I have 
ferved your father. 

7. And your father hath deceived me, and changed 
my wages ten times; but God fuffered him not to 
hurt me. 

8 If he faid thus, The fpeckled fhall be thy wages: 
then all the cattle bare fpeckled: and if he faid thus, 
‘fhe ringftraked fhall be thy hire; then bare all 
the cattle ringftraked. 

g Thus God hath taken away the cattle of your 
father, and given éhem tome, 

10 And it came to pafs at the time that the cattle 
conccived, that I lifted up mine eyes, and faw ina 
dream, and, behold, the rams which leaped upon the 
cattle were ringftraked, fpeckled, and grifled. : 

1r And the angel of God fpake unto me ina 
dream, faying, Jacob: And I faid, Here am I. 

12 Andhe faid, Lift up now thine eyes, and fee, 
all the rams which leap upon the cattle ave ring- 
ftraked, fpeckled, and grifled: for I have feen all 
that Laban doeth unto thec. 

13 LamtheGod of Beth-cl, where thou anointedit 


x x i * 


= ait ta . : © Ms 
EXPLANALGRY NOTES on CHAP. XXXI. 
1 AU! this gloringiegea explains in the anglent verfions what is 
meant by § glory’? Jeb¥e. eChaidee rendeze ir, Subfance ; the 
Syriac, Pofféffion; andthe Arabic, Riches. 

4 Ter timers &c) ive. Very often, as appears from Levit. XXXVI. 
26. Nam. xiv. 27. dnd 1 Sae, i. “The number ten is peculiarly 
temarkablg.among the rabbinical writers. 4 

8 All the catsle,| i.e. The greatelt parte” See chap. xfi. 57. 

11 Themed of God, &c.) Certainly no created being, but rather 
God the Son;: he being, ver. 1: exprefly named, ‘The God of 
Beth-cl. The note of ver. 39. of the forcgeing chapter, enables 
us to fix the time when Jacob had this vifion, and fhew's that he was 
guided in every flep of his condud the divine direction. 

13 J amthe Gidof Beth-cl, &c.| ~“Hete God communicates him- | 
felf to the patriarch in terms ad.pted ¢o the ideas of the furrounding 
nations, who looked on their deities as local, or confined toa parti- 
cular place; and, at the fame time, recalls to his mind the idea of: 
his diftrefsful circumftances, and the vow hehad made at Beth-el. 

14 fs there yet any portin, &c.}' Thus interrogations in the He-4 
brew frequently carry with thema {trong negation, as is evident from 
the book of Job; and that this is the meaning of this fentence, is cen- 
firmed by the Syriac, which renders it, We have not any portion, &c. 

15 Sold us, &c.] | Hence the purchafe of flaves, though incon- 
fiftent with every focial inftingt, and with the principles of humanity, 
feeins to have been of great antiquity: and the unkind ufage by 
which Laban extorted fo many years fervitude from Jacob, at the 
fame time that it fhewed him to be void of paternal affection towards 
his daughters, made them appear in-their own eyes as flaves, that, 
were purchafed ata dear rate. According to the cuftom of thofe 
times, the hufband ufed to bring a portion to his wife; but as the 


labour of Jacob was the only means he had of acquiring fuch a]] or do him any harm. 


2 . 30 My 


goods which he had gotten, the cattle of his getting, 
which he had gotten in Padan-aram, for to go tol faac 
his father in the land of Canaan. 

1g And Laban went to fhear his fheep: and Rachel 
had ftolen the images that were her father’s. 

go And Jacob ftole away unawares to’ Laban the 
Syrian, in that he told him not that he fled. 

21 Sohe fled with all that he had; and he rofe up, 
and paffed over the river, and {ct his face toward the 
mount Gilead. ee ; 

22 % And it was told Laban on the third day that 
Jacob was fled. 

23 And he took his brethren with him, and pur- 
fued after him feven days journey; and they over- 
took him inthe mount Gilead. 

24 And God came to Laban the Syrianin a dream 
by night, and: faid unto him, Take beed that thou 
| {peak not to Jacob either good or bad. 

25 Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had 
pitched his tent in the mount: and Laban with his 
brethren pitched in the mount of Gilead.. 

26 And Laban faid unto Jacob, What haft thou 
done, that thou haft ftolen away unawares to me, 
and carried away my daughters, as captives taken 
with the fword ? ; 

27 Whercfore didft thou flee away fecretly, and 
fteal away from me; and -didft not tell me, that I 
might have fent thee away with mirth, and with 
fongs, with tabret, and with harp? 

28 And haft not fuffered me to kifs my fons 
and my daughters? thou haft now done foolifhly in 
fo doing. ; 

29 It is in the power of my hand to do you 
hurt: but the God of your father fpake unto me 
yefternight, faying, Take thou heed that thou fpeak 
not to Jacob either good or bad.” . 








go And 


dowry, they might truly fay, that when Laban defrauded Jacob of 
his right, he had ‘devoured alfo their money. : 

18 The cattle of his getting, &c.] Thefe words are omitted in the 
Septuagint, Arabic, Vulgate, Syriac, and Chaldee, though inferted 
in the Samaritan. Dr. Kennicot remarks, that they are wanting in 
the Samaritan manufcript, No.1. at the Bodleian library, It is 
afferted, that Jacob, in order to conceal his flight, tonk only half 
his cattle with him ; which is inconfiftent with the exprefs words of 
Mofes. 

19 fmages, &c.] In Hebrew the word teraphim, fignifies «* idols,”” 
as appears from ver. 30. where they arc termed elas, or ‘gods ;"” 
but more cfpecially from Zech. x. 2. “ the teraphim have uttered 
vain things.” The Vulgate, Septuagint, and Samaritan tranfla- 
tions, render the word, Idols. That they were of human form, is 
evident, | from the ufing the word for the image which Michal pat 
irito David's bed, 1 Sam. xix.1g. They were confulted to foretel 
what was to come, to difcover what was loft, or to reveal what was 
hidden. It is imagined that they received this power tither-from 
fome particular afpe@t of the planets, or from fome charaéters en- 
graved upon them; both which fuppofitions are equally weak. 
Some apprehend that Rachel ftole them to prevent her father from 
difcovcring her flight, by confalting them; but others are of opinion, 
that her intention was, by thofe means, to fecur¢ fomething which 
might appeafe her father’s anger, if he fhould overrake ‘her after- 
wards. : : 











Chaldee and Arabic. . . 
23 Seven days journey, &c.] Between Haran and Monunt Gilead 
the diftance is near two. hundred and fifty miles; confequendy 


Laban muft have masched.each day thirty-five miles . 


18 And he carried away all his cattle, and all his . 


21 Te river, &c.] This was the Euphrates, as appears from the . 


24. Either good or bad.) i.e. With a defign to bring him back, © 
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Rachel concealeth the fiolen imaves. 
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go And now, though thou wouldeft needs be gone, 
becaufe chou fore longed(t after thy father’s houfe, 
yeé wherefore haft thou flolen my gods? 

gi @ And Jacob anfwered and faid to Laban, 
Becaufe I was afraid: forI faid, Peradventure thou 
wouldeft take by force thy daughters from me. 

32 With whomfoever thou findeft thy gods, Jet 
him not live: before our brethren difcern thou what 
ts thine with me, and take #to thee. For Jacob 
Krew not that Rachel had ftolen them. 

33 And Laban weht into Jacob’s tent, and into 
Leah’s tent, and inte the two maidfervants’ tents ; 
but he found them not. Then went he out of Leah’s 
tent, ‘atid entered into Rachel’s tent. 

y4 Now Rachel had taken the images, and put 
them in the camels’ furniture, and fat upon them. 
and Laban fearched all the tent, but found them 
not. 

35 And fhe faid to her father, let it.not difpleafe 
my lord that I cannot rife up before thee; for the 
cuftom of womenzsaponme. And he fearched, but 
folind not the mages. , 

-g6°% And Jacob was wroth, and chode with 
Laban: and: Jacob anfwered and faid to Laban, 
Whats my trefpafs? what zs my fin, that thou haft 
fo hotly purfued after me ? 

397 Whereas thou haft fearched all my ftuff, what 
hait thou found of all thy houfhold ftuff? fet zt here 
before my brethren and thy brethren, that they may 


” judge betwixt us both. 


‘38 ‘This twenty years have I been with thee ; thy. 
ewes and thy fhe goats have not caft their young, and 
the rams of thy flock have } not eaten. 

‘39 That which was torn of beafls I brought not 
unto thee; I bare the fofs of it; of my hand didt 
tliou require it, whether Rtolen by day, or ftolen by 
Hghe. : 

ae °Fhis I was, in the day the drought confumed 
me, and the froft by night; and my fleep departed 
from«mine ‘eyes. ‘ : 


4’ Thus have I been twenty years in’ thy houfe ;, 


i ferved thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, 
and fix years for thy cattle: and thou halt changed 
my waves ten times. ‘ 

42 Except the God of my father, the God of 





30 Ay gads.] By this Laban feems to have imhihed the dottrine 
of intercommunity, fo univerfal among the heathens, which taughe 
them not only to worfhip the local, tutelary gods of cheir own count 
try, but likewife to adore thofe of other nations. Thtis it is evident 
he atknowledged the true God, ver. 48. though at the fame time his 
wrath far the Tots of bis teraphim fhews he was. worthipper of idals. 
‘Tt was the conftant Janguage of idolatcrs inall ages, to call their 
confecrared ftutues, or images, their gods= becaufe they nor only 
conlidered them as fymbols or reprefentations of the Divinity, bur 
as properpledges or receptacles of a divine prefence ; confequently, 
to rob them of their.gods, was to deprive them of the prefeace and 
protetion of their idols.” 5 

32 With whomfoeuer thou findefi thy gods, &c.] From hence it is 
fuppofed, that cheft was at.this time punifhed with death. 

33 Amd Laban went ints Facob’s tent, &c.| vis in the Septuagint, 
Laban:went-and fearched diligently in Jacob's tent. That this word 
was omitted in the Hebrew by fame tranfcriber, feems very evident 
from the words, ‘* but found them not,” in rhe latter part of the 
yesfe, avhich imply a fearch, ‘Fhe printed Samaritan reads indeed, 
waicchabyb, which fignifies, ‘ he proftrated ;” but ix appears front 
Yome Samaritan manufcripts, that inftead of waiechab/, we thould 
read vaiechapoé, which fignifies, “ to fearch with care,” con firms 
the tranflation of the Septuagint, and agrees with what Jacob aferis, 
yer. 3° Dai haft sae rr felt all my ftuff.”” 

37. Thos haftfearched, &e.] It would be much better if render 
‘tha haft felt or. handled. re 

40 dad the fro by night, &c.] It was cuftomary ia thefe countries 
for the fhepherdsto watch theif flocRs in the-night, as appears.frum 
Luke di. &,. The folicitude which Jacob deferibes in this verte, 
throws’a noble {plendor upon his character, and reprefents him as 
exemplary for his fidelity, as he was for his godlinefs. 

42 Fee.God of my father, &c.] Let us obferve, chat Jacob, in 

aelcribing the true God under the tutelary titles of the God of bis 

Sather, and the God of Abrabam, adds, ‘* the fear,” nat the God, 

of Tfaac.”” Grotiusfays, that this variation is owing to a caltom 

among’ the Jews, who never ftyle the Deity the peculiar God of the 

lving,as Lfaac then was, but always confine this title to the deceafed, 
3 
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q other turelary deities, a name of diflinction. 
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furcly thou hadit fent ine away now enmty. 
hath feen mine affliction and the labour of my hands, 
and rebuked éee yefternight. ; ? 

43 %& And Laban anfwered and faid unto Jacob, 
Thcfe daughters are my daughters, and ¢hefe children 
are my children, and ¢icfe cattle ave my cattle, aid 
all that thou feeft 2s mine: and what canI do uis 
day unto thefe my daughters, or unto their childien 
which they have borne? 

44 Now therefore come thou, let us make a covee 
nant, Tand thou; and let it be for a witnels betweea 
me and thee. 

45 And Jacob took a ftone, and fer it up for a 
pillar. é 

46 And Jacob faid unto his bretheen, Cather 
ftones; and they tuok ftones, and made an heap: 
and they did cat there upon the heap. 

47 And Laban caHed it Jegar-fahadutha: 
Jacob called i Géleed. . 

48 And Laban faid, This keap be a witnefs be- 
tween me and thee this day, ‘Vherefure was the 
name of it called Galeed ; ' 

49 And Mizpah ; for he faid, The Lor op watch be- 
tween me and thec, when we are abfeut one from 
another. 

50 If thou fhalt afflift my daughters, or if thou 
fhalt take other wives befides ny daughters, no man 75 
with us; fee, God zs witnefs betwiat me and thee. 

5t And Laban faid to facob, Behold thisheap, and 
behold ¢is pillar, which I have caft betwixt me and 
thee ; 

52° This heap de witnelhs, and chis pillar be witnefs, 
that I will not pafs over this heap to thee, and that 
thou fhalt not pafs over this heap and this pillar 


but 


unto me, for harm. 


53 Ihe God of Abraham, and the God of Nahor, 
the God of their father, judge betwixt us. And Jacob 


4 (ware by the fear of his father Ifaac. 


54 Then Jacob offered facrifice upon the mount, 
and called hhis brethren to cat bread : and they did 
eat bread, and tarried all night in the mount. 

55 And early in the morning Laban rofe up, and 


Pkilled his fons and his daughters, and bleed thei : 


and Laban departed, and returned unto his place. 
CHAP. 
eer re ape Pe eee 
46 Gather floues.] “This cattom of heaping up a gre:t number 
of ttones, asa memorial of fome remukable action, isof the bighe:t 
antiquity, and may be traced in the carlielt records of rhe hinory 
of all places. - ; ‘ p 
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| Hebrew, Galeed,, .whiagh fignilies. “¢ the ae of oculag jnfpectioa.” 


§3 The God of thetrJather, &e.] Seeing Laban fpeakgs to Jacoh, 
hor, and 
their father was Bug the God of ‘lerah issgighexprefion 
which has no authagptyfrom fegjpture ; and beiides, howas an 
idolater. ‘The Scpta@gine eatirely omits this fentence,Freading, ‘Vhe 
God or Abraham and the God of Nahor judge between os; which 
fhews that it was introdiiged, and might ‘have Imppened from the 
tranfcriber’s beginning to write the fame line tvice. The difference 
between the oath taken by Laban aid Jacob, is very remarkable : 
that of Laban is conformable to the idea of a local, pentilidal, and 
sutelary deity, and the name he aicribes to him was, Jike that of 
Bur Jacob, who had 
more enlarged ideas of the divine nature, appeals to God as the 
object of worhhip, and gives him not a name of diftiuction. but a 
name of the higheft refpest. 

54 Jac fred faciifice) — This was in gratitude 10 God for the 
peace he had obtained with Laban as deferibed. 

Called bis brethren 4 eat breads, So.3 ‘That is, be invited Laban 
and his triends to partake of the re:niins of the (acrifice, ja token 
of their hearty reconciliation, “This thews, that however Jacob and 
duban might differ in fome modes or forms of worthip, yat they 
agreed in the belief and adoration of the one Supreme Being, five 
they partook of the fum@¢ facrifice which Jacob ofcred to ‘the true 
God. h 
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CHAP. XAXII. 


1 Facob’s vifion at Mahanaim. 3 His meffage to Efau. 
6 He is afraid of Efaus coming, g and prayeth for 
deliverance. 13 He fendeth a prefent to Efau; 24 
wrefileth with an angel at Peniel, and is called Ifrael. 
31 He halteth. 


A N D Jacob went on his way, and the angels of 
God met him. 

2 And when Jacob faw them, he faid, This is 

God’s hoft:; and he called the name of that place, 
* Mahanaim. 

3 @ And Jacob fent meffengers before him to 
Efau, his brother, unto the land of Seir, the country 
of Edom. , 

4 And he commanded them, faying, Thus fhall 
ye fpeak unto my lord Efau; Thy fervant Jacob 
faith thus, I have fojourned with Laban, and ftayed 
there until now: 

5 AndI have oxen, and affes, flocks, and men- 
fervants, and women-fervants: and I have fent to 
tell my lord, that I may find grace in thy fight. 

6 | And the meffengers returned to Jacob, faying, 
We came to thy brother Efau, and alfo he cometh to 
meet thee, and four hundred men with him. 

g Then Jacob was greatly afraid and diftreffed : 
and he divided the people that was with him, and the 
flocks, and herds, and the camels, into two bands ; 

8 And faid, If Efau come to the one company, 
and fmite it, then the other company which is left 
fhall efcape. ® 

g § And Jacob faid, O God of my father Abraham, 
and God of my father Ifaac, the Loxp which faidft 
unto me, Return unto thy country, and to thy kin- 
dred, and I will deal well with thee: 

10 I am not worthy of the leaft of all the mercies, 
and of al! the truth, which thou haft fhewed unto thy 
fervant; for with my ftaff I paffed over this Jordan; 
and nowI am become two bands. 

:1 Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXXI. 
This chapter fully evinces the great bounty of the Almighty ro his 
people. God, who ordereth all things aright, having bleffed 
Jacob with greater fubftance in the houfe of Laban, than he could 
have obtained in his father’s houfe, without great incunveniences, 
perhapsitreconcileable and fatal hatred between him and his bro- 
ther Efau, now orders him to return to the land of his fathers ; 
whereby mutt be underftood not what was properly theirs, but 
only that in which they fojqyrned, and which was promifed to 
them for their feed : and as Jacob was an inheritor of the promife, 
it was proper that he fhould fojourn in the land, to keep alive 
the hopes of it to his polterity. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXII. 

1 The angely of God met bin} Jacob being favoured with a hea- 
venly vifion wken he Grft departed from his father’s houfe, the di- 
vine Being thought proper again to favour him with the fa:ne token 
of his preteRion'Xt his return. 

2 Mébanaim.| \i.¢. ‘* Two hofts or camps 3” becaufe the angels 
appeared like two armies drawn up on either fide for his protection, 
to that elegant expreflion of the Pfalmiit, xxiv. 7. < The 
€ the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him, and 
th them.” . 

3 And Jacob fent'‘mffengers.| Notwithftanding this patriarch had 
the greateft reafon to rely on the protect on of the Almighty, yet 
he thought it his duty to make ufe of all prudential methods for his 
fafety. He therefore fent this mefage to Efau, in order to foften 
his refentment, and to regain his eeem. 

The country of Edont.} Or the field of Edom, which would bea 
better tranflation. 

7 Greatly afraid, &c.) Vhough fome commentators reprefent 
the fear of Jacob as arifing from aconfviouinefs of guilt, it was 
rather the effect of wifdom than cowardice. He had left his brother 
highly exafperated againit him, refolved to put him to death, and 
owed his life purely to his fight. On his return he hears that Efau 
was making towards him with no lefs than four hundred men. This 
was anumber fufficient to raife fufpicion, when he recollefted « hat 
difpofition le had left his brother in: ir was enough co make him 
apprehenfive of the confeguences which fuch a ep might have with 
refpect to his fubftance ; but when he confidered how eafy a prey 
his numerous herds of cattle would be 10 an enemy; ah! when he 
confidered the danger which threatened his wives and children, the 
dear pledges of his love ; he could not help agonizing for their fakess 
and oe at the approach of an enraged brother ! Yet amid 
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CHAP. XXXII. 














He wrefileth unith an angel. 


brother, from the hand of Efau: for I fear him; left Before 


he will come and {mite me; and the miother with the 
children. 4 

12 And thou faidft, I will furely do thee good; 
and make thy feed as the fand of the fea, which can- 
not be numbered for multitude. 

13 @ And he lodged there that fame night; and 
took of that which came to his hand a prefent for 
Efauwehis brother ; 

14 Two hundted fhe-goats; and twenty he-goats, 
two hundred ewes, and twenty rams. 

15 Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine 
and ten bulls, twenty fhe-affes and ten foles. 

16 And he delivered them into the hand of his fer- 
vants, every drove by themfelves; and faid unto his 
fervants, Pafs over before me, and put a fpace be- 
twixt drove and drove. ; LY 

17. And he commanded the foremoft, faying; 
When Efau my brother meeteth thee, and afketh 
thee, faying, Whofe art thou? and whither goeft 
thou? and whofe are thefe before thee ? 

18 Then thou fhalt fay, They be thy fervant Ja- 
cob’s; itis a prefent fent unto my lord Efau: and, 
behold, alfo he zs behind us. 

19 And fo commanded he the fetond, and the third, 
and all that followed the droves, faying, On this man- 
ner fhall ye fpeak unto Efau, when ye find him. 

20 And fay ye moreover, Behold thy fervant Jacob 
is behind us, For he faid, I will appeafe him with the 
prefent that goeth before me, and afterward I will fee 
his face ; peradventure he will accept of me. 

21 So went the prefent over befote him: aid 
himfelf lodged that night.in the company. 

22 And he rofe up that night, and took his two 
wives, and his two women-fervants, and his eleven 
fons, and paffed over the ford Jae 

23 And he took them, and fent them over the 
brook, and fent over that he had. 

24 LAnd Jacob was left alone; and there wreftled 
a man with him until the breaking of the day. 

25 And 
re cm cee NAS YEA CPE 
his terror, he fhewed the moft confummate prudence; he made ufé 
ofevery expedient to divert the impending ftorm; did all that he 
could to protra&t the fate of his wives and children; marched before 
them to defend them, or die in the attempt; and having done all 
that was in the pover of human wifdom, has recourfe to the God of 
his father for deliverance and prote¢tion. 

10 1 am not worthy of the leaft.} Thus, if we confider the purity 
and holinefs of the Deity, and the infirmity of created beings: if we 
reco}le@ that he chargeth his angels with folly, and that in his fight 
ro man living fhall be juftified; if we refe€t on the infinity of the 
divine bleffings fhowered down upon us, and at the fame time pon- 
der on the innumerable fins we are guilty of, we muft acknowledge 
with Jacob, that * we are not worthy of the Jeaft of all the mercies, 
and all the truth, he hath fhewed unto us.” 

With my faff. &c.] At is rendered in the Chaldee, By myfelf, 
or alone, which illuftrates the contraft mentioned in the latter end 
of the verfe, ‘‘ now I am become two bands.”’ The original word 
fignifies not only a ftaff, bur tikewife a military weapon, and it is 
mentioned among the inftruments of war, Exch. xxxix. g. 

ty Svnite—the mother with the children.) Ox, which would be a 
better tranflation, Smite the mother upon the children ; as it figni- 
fies a havock and extirpation of all without mercy, like that men- 
tioned in Hofea, chap.ii. 14. The Arabic tranflates it, Thofe 
that are with me, the mother and the children; but the Syriac, 
Smite both me, and the mother, and the children, It is a pro- 
verbial expreflion, fignifying, extirpation. 

24 sind there wreftled a man cwith him, &c.) 


i.e. Aceleftial be- 


ing in the form of a man, called God, ver. 28, 30. and probably the’ 


Son of God. Information by ation was at this time a very fami- 
liar modc of inftruétion. and the deficiencies of language were fup- 
plied by fignificative figns. If we turn back to Jacob s prayer, and 
confider the circumftances he was in, when it pleafed God to 
wreitle with him, we may perceive that his intention was to in- 
form him of the happy iffue of his adventure, and that his petition 
was granted, by a fignificative aftion. Bur as this is not followed 
by an exprefs explanation, this circumftance in Jacob’s hiftory has 
afforded abundant mirth to illiterate libertines, and manifefted their 
ignorance likewife: for this information by action concerning only 
the aétor, who littic needed to behold the meaning of a mode of 
inftro@ion, at thar time in vulgar ufe, hath now an ob{curitys 
which the fcripture relations of the fame mode of information to 
the prophets are free from, by reafon of their being given for the 
ufe of the people to whom they were to be explained. . 
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Jacob is called Ifrael. 


GEN £ s 1S. The kind meeting of Facob and Efau. 


and fell on his neck, and kiffed him: and they Baer. 


chnier: 25 And when he faw-that he prevailed not againit 
him, he touched the hollow of his thigh: and the 


4739+ 


hollow of Jacob’s thigh was out of joint, as he 
wreftled with him. 

26 ‘And he faid, Let me go, for the da} breaketh: 
And he faid, I will not let thee go, except thou 
blefs me. . 

27 And he faid unto him, 


And he faid, Jacob. 
28 And he faid, Thy name fhall be called no more 


Jacob, but Ifrael: for as a prince haft thou power 
with God and with men, and haft prevailed. 

29 And Jacob afked him, and faid, Tell me, I pray 
thee, thy name: And he faid, Wherefore isitthatthou 
doft afk after my name? And he bleffed him there. 

3° And Jacob called the name of the place Pec- 


niel: for I have feen God face to face, and my life f; 


is preferved. s ON 

31.2 And as he paffed over Penuel thé fun rofe 
upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 

32 Therefore the children of Ifrael eat not of the 
finew which fhrank, which zs upon the hollow of the 
thigh,.unto this day: becaufe he touched the hollow 
of Jacob’s thigh in the finew that fhrank. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 
1 The kindnefs of Facob and Efauat their meeting. 17 
‘acob cometh to Succoth. 18 At Shalene he buycth a 
field, and buildeth an aliar called El-elohe-Ifrael, 
A ‘ND, Jacob lifted up his eyes, and Iooked, and, 
behold, Efau came, and with him four hun- 
dred men. And he divided the children -unto Leah, 
and unto Rachel, and unto the two handmaids. 

2 And he put the handmaids and their children 
foremoft, and Leah and her children after, and Ra- 
chel and Jofeph hindermoft. . a) 

; And he paffed over before them, and bowed 
himfelf to the ground feven times, until] he camencear 


_ to his brother. 


4 And Efau ran to meet him, and embraced him, 


. 


25 He touched the hallow of bis thigh, &c.] Vhis was to convince 


Jacob how eafily he could be overpowered. : 

28 No more Facob) Jt isin the Arabic, Thy name fhall not al- 
ways be called Jacob only, but Ifracl likewife. Ifrael fignitics “a 
prince powerful with God,” and alludes to the Hebrew, Skaretha 
ene Blobim, « Thou haf aéted, or behaved, like a prince (in wretft- 
ling) with God.” 

for as a prince, &c.] Jacob, according to our tranflation, is af- 
ferted. to have prevailed over men, as well as over the angels; 
whereas he had ‘been obliged to flee from Efau and Laban, the only 
two enemies he ever had. "The words fhould therefore be tran 
ated, Thou haft aéted, or behaved, Jike a prince with God, and 
thou fhalt alfo prevail over men. The Vulgate renders it, Be- 
caufe if.thou haft been {trong or powerful, or prevailed with God, 
how much more fhalt thou prevail with man! The Chaldee, Be- 
caufe thou heft been as a prince with God, and fhalt prevail againtt 
men. : 

30 Peniel] Or (as it is in che next verfe) Peau:/s fignifying, 

« the face of Ged.” : : 

I have feex God face to face.) i,e. I have been admitted to the 
greateft familiarity with this reprefentation of. the Almighty, and 
by his means enjoyed fuch happy intercourfe with God, as is the 
portion of thofe bleffed fpirits who approach neareit the divine pre- 
fence. 

And my life is preferved.] Thus Jacob preferves and perpetuates, 
not the memory of his valour or vittory, but the mercy of God's 
free grace. 

* 32 Therefore the children of [fvael cat uct, &c.] "The finew which 
is meant, is that which faftens the hip-bone into its fockets; com- 
‘pretending the flefh of that mufcle which is connected thereto, 

’ GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIL 
We ind in the beginning of this chapter Jacob, having done what 

. prudence direfted, put himfelf under the divine protection, as 

that which could avail him moft, by an humble and fervent ad- 
- drefs to God; in which he acknowledges his great goodnefs 

towards him, and his faithfulnefs. Thus fhould we have recourfe 

_ to God, the fure and almighty protector, in all our dangers; and 

thus fhould we acknowledge ali our bleffings, all our fubfance, 
to be derived from his immediate providence. : 

+ EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXIII, 

2 Rachel and Fofeph, &e.} Thus Jacob places his wives in the 
rear of his retinue, that they might rather be the fpeGtators than 
the fubje€t of Efaa’s attack, They were the moft remote from 
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What zsthy name? 












are ufed to fignify many times. 


brother. 


reconciliation with Jacob. 


and the Sepruagint confirm this latter fenfe. 


wept. 

5 And he lifted up his eyes, and faw the women 
and the children; and faid, Who ¢rethofe with thee? 
And he faid, The children which God hath graci- 
oufly given thy fervant. 

6 Then the handmaids came near, they and their 
children, and they bowed themfelves. . 

And Leah alfo with her children came near, and 
bowed themfelves: and aftercame Jofeph near and 
Rachel, and they bowed themfelves. 


8 And he faid, What meane/? thou by: all this! 


drove which I met? And he faid, Thefe are to find 
grace in the fightof my lord. 

g And Efau faid, I have cnough, my brother; 
keep that thou haft unto thyfelf. 

10 And Jacob faid, Nay, I pray thee, if now I 
have found grace in thy fight, then receive my pre- 
fentat my hand: for therefore ] have feon thy face, 


as though I had fecn the face of God, and thou waft 
pleafed wich me. 


11 Take, I pray thee, my blefing that is brought 
to thee ; becaufe God hath dealt gtacioufly with me, 
and becaufe I have cnough. Aud he urged biin, and 


he took 7, 
12 Andhe laid, Let us take our journey, and let 


us go, and I will go before thee. 


13 And he faid unto him, My lord knoweth that 
the children are tender, and the flocks and herds 


with young a7¢ with mc: and ifmen fhould over. 
drive them one day, all the flgek will die. 


14 Let my lord, I pray thed, pafs over before his 


fervant: and I will lead on foftly, according as the, 
cattle that goeth before me and thechildrenbe able 
to endure, until I come unto my lord unto Seir. , 


15 And Efau faid, Let me now leave with thee fome 


of the folk that are with me: Andhe faid, What need- 
eth it? let me find grace in the fight of my lord. , 


16 So Efau returned that day on his way unto 


17 @ And 


Seir. 


NEED 
danger, and the fituation aff gned Rachel and fofeph itrongly marks 
the fuperior fondnefs he had for her and the child. 


3 Bowed kimfelf—Jeven rimes, &e.] Vhefe words ‘feven times” 
See 1 Sam. ihe 5. Prove xxvi-25. 
4. Ufeu ran te mect hixy &c.] The facred hiftorian has painted the 


ardour of Efan’s affe€tion in the ftrongett colours, which fhew that 


his reconciliation was fincere. He does not ftay till Jacob comes 
ap to him, but rons to meet him; he embraces him; he hangs, 
rufhes, or falls upon his neck; he kiff s him, and, no longer able 
to fupport his tranfport, pours oft.-a oe froin his 
eyes, which mingles with that-which iffued -from the eyes of his 
“ Behold, how good and. pleafane‘&thing it is for bre- 
thren to dwell together in unity! &c. Pfalm cxxxiii. 

8 Lhefe are to find grace.in thefight, &c.]° Ye-was not merely a 
temporal expedient, invented by ‘Jacob to mollify.the refentment of 


his brother, but in purfyance. of a conftant quitcm anos. the eaft- 
ern and other nations, who’ always made a prefent to w 


> the perfon 
whom they vifited or paid their court to. See Mar. iii. 11, 
11 Pecaufe I have enough, &e.| This is in.the Hébrew, All, and 


intimates, thar Jacob was ,not inferior to his brother, either in 
affluence or gratitude to Gods who had given him all-that he 


peffe fed. 


12 Let us take our journey &c.] Efau’s invitation to his brother, 
to accompany him to mount Seir, is a further proof of his perfect 


13 With yeurg, &c.}] This is in the Hebrew, Giving fuck, 


which the Chaldee and Arabic have followed ; but the Vulgate, Sep- 


tuagint, Samaritan, and Syriac, agree with our tranflation thercof. 
14 According as the cattle, &c.| “Vhis is in the Hebrew, According 
to the foot of the work, and to che foot of the children. ‘Vhe 
Chaldee renders it, according to the pace of my family which is 
with me, and according to the pace of the little ones.. ‘Whe Syriac 
is the fame; but the Arabic, I will lead them flowly, on account of 
the fubftance I have with me, and on account of my fons. This verfe 
may be looked upon as an evafion to Efau’s offer, and has given 
occafion to fome to fuppofe, from the hiftorian’s filence, that Jacob, 
notwithftanding his promife, never went to Mount Seir. But the 
profefled brevity of Mofes would rather incline us to imagine, thar 
faceb might have gone to Seir, though he has not recorded that cir- 
cumttance ; as we may fuppofe, that he vifited his father before his re- 
turn to Canaan and coming to Mamre, which he has likewife omitted. 
a5 Let me mew have, &c.) "Thus the Valgate renders it; buf the 
Hebrew fignifies, I will caufe fome of my people to ftay with thee, 
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17 & And Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built 
him an houfe,and made booths for his cattle : there- 
fore the name of the place is called Succoth. 

184 And Jacob came to Shalem acity of Shechem, 
which zs in the land of Canaan, when he came from 
Padan-aram ; and pitched his tent before the city. 

19 And he boughta parcel of a field, where he had 
fpread his tent,at the hand of the children of Hamor, 
Shechem’s father, for an hundred pieces of money. 

20 And he ereéted there an altar, and called it El- 
elohe-Ifrael. 

C H A P. XXXIV. 


1 Dinah is ravifned by Shechem. 4 He fueth to marry her. 
13 The fons of Facob offer the condition of curcumcifion 
to the Shechemites. 20 Hamor and Shechem perfuade 
them to accept it. 25 The fons of Facob taking ad- 
vantage thereof flay them and fpoil their city. 30 Fa~ 
cob reproveth Simeon and Levi. 


ND Dinah the daughter of Leah, which fhe 
bare unto Jacob, went out to fee the daughters 
of the land. 
2 And when Shechem the fon of Hamor the Hi- 
vite, prince of the country, faw her, he took her, 
and lay with her, and defiled her. 


3 And his foul clave unto Dinah the daughter of 


Jacob, and he loved the damfel, and fpake kindly 


unto the damf{el. ; 


4 % And Shechem fpake unto his ‘father Hamor, 


faying, Get me this damfel to wife. 


5 And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his 


ar TE 
15 To Succorh, &c.] Which name is given it by anticipation, for it 
appears it was given to this place on account of the’booths he siade 
for his cattle: the word fuccoth fignifies ** booth.” : 
18 dnd Facab came to Shalem, &c.] "This is not Jerufalem, as Jo- 
fephus feppofes, but another place about forty miles from it, on the 
borders of the defart; and probably the faine place afterwards called 
Salim, where John baptized. The name, however, feems to be an 
appellative ; and the reafon why it is fo called is, that Jacob being 
now out of danger, and in a place of fafety, he called it Shalem, or 
peace ; becaufe God had delivered him from Laban and Efau, and 
placed him in fafety, and in that land which his pofterity was to in- 
habit. This fenfe is confirmed by the various readings in fome other 
verfions, and when every circumftance is confidered, it isnotto be 
wondered that Jacob fhould give it fuch a name. : ; 
19 ln hundred pieces of muy.) ‘Though the Septuagint, Vulgate, 
Chaldee, Samaritan, Syriac, and Arabic, agree in tranflating the 
original words, Lambs; yet it is the unanimous opinion of all the 
Jewith writers, and exprefsly afferted by St. Stephen, és vii. 16.. 
that they were pieces of money. To reconcile this difference, fome 
have imagined that the coin was ftamped with the figure of a lamb, 
and received its name from that circumftance : to this it is objected, 
that money was not ¢oined, ortifamped.in thofe days, but paid by 
weight, as appears from Gen, - 6. Exod, xxii, 17. The word 


hcfeth, trom whence hefia is derived, fignifiés ** truth,’”’ and implies 


that juftnefs of weight, and pukity’ of: metal, which rendered money 
current,as appeara ffom Gen. xxiii,.16.. Accoftding tothe Jewith 
eftimate, Jacob appears so. paNe pei no more thari' ten fhillings for 
the field ; however in¢onfiderable this ie ay appear to us, yer if 
we reflect on the proportion between the value of money then and at 
the préfent time, it will.not be fo trifling’ as it feems at firft. One 
of thefe pieces of money was the value of a lamb then, and a hundred 
of them’ was worth one hundred lambs. | i 

20 Blelobe-ifracl,| “This is in Hebrew, God, the God of Ifrael; 
the Vulgate rendersit, He called upon the moft mighty God of If- 
rael ; the Chaldee,: And facrificed-upon it before the mighty God 
of Ifrael; the samaritan,’ The mighty God of Ifrael; the Syriac, 
He called,-or named it, ‘the moft mighty God of Ifrael; the Ara- 
bic, He prayed before the name of the God of Ifrael ; but the Sep- 
tuagint, He called upon the God of Ifrael. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIII. 


This chapter fo illuitrates the charater of Efau, that all his faults 
are amply atoned for: though the elder brother, though he had 
received great injuries, yet his affeétion for his brother is fo ten- 
der, that he cannot wait for the tedioufnefs of ceremony, but runs 
to meet him, embraccs him, falls on his neck, kiffes him, and 
weeps. What brother can have received greater injuries than 
Eau had? and yer what implacable, and never to be mollified 
hatred do we too often fee in brothers? Let them behold Efau, 
and blufh with fhame. The paffage in the original is marked 
with fome marginal points, intimating that it is a remarkable 
paffage : and indeed it is molt highly worthy of our obfervation 
and imitation. We do not read of any extraordinary interpofition 
of Providence hece, asin the cafe of Laban; and therefore we 
may conclude, that reflection and brotherly affeétion, and a noble 








































field : and Jacob held his peace until they were come. 
6 And Hamor the father of Shechem went out 
unto Jacob to commune with him. 
7 And the fons of Jacob came our of the field 


j when they heard 7: and the men were grieved, and 


they were very wroth, becaufe he had wrought folly 
in Hrael in lying with Jacob’s daughter: which 
thing ought not to be done. ' 

8 And Hamor communed with them, faying, The 
foul of my fon Shechem longeth for your daughter : 
I pray you give her him to wife, 

g And make ye marriages with us, and give your 
daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. 

10 And ye fhall dwell with us: and the land fhall 
be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get 
you poffeffions therein. 

11 And Shechem faid unto her father and unto 
her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and 
what ye fhall fay unto me I will give. 

12 Afk me never fo much dowry and gift, and I 
will give according as ye fhall fay unto me: but 
give me the damfel to wife. 

1g I And the fons of Jacob anfwered Shechem 
and Hamor his father deceitfully, and faid, becaufe 
he had defiled Dinah their fifter : 

14 And they faid-‘unto them, We cannot do this 
thing, to give our fifter to one that is uncircumcifed; 
for that were a reproach unto us: , 

15 But inthis willwe confent unto you: If ye will 
be as we de,that every male of you be circumcifed; 

16 Then 

SL a RE TEL SD AAT a A A A ST ED AEN RET IT At 
generofity of foul, extinguifhed his refentment, and worked him 
up even to love and tendernefs for a brother that had injured 
him. Icis no lefs worthy of obfervation, if we conclude that 

God wrought this fudden change in the heart of Efau, as it fhews 

the power of him who is thus able to rurn the hearts of men ashe 


ae and how able a protector he is of us, fince in a moment 
© can make our worft cnemics our mott tender friends. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXIV. 


1 Dinab—avent out to fee the daughters of the land.] On one of 
the feftival days of the Shechemites, Dinah, who was. now about 
fixteen years of age, and defirous of feeing the dreffes and orna- 
, ments of the women of that country, rambled from her mother’s tent. 
This tranfaction muft have happened feven or eight years, at leaft, 
after Jacob’s return into the land of Canaan, becaufe his fons were 
grown up to manhood. : 

2 Took her.) i. e. Ravifhed, or took her by force. 

Difiled, &c.} This is inthe Hebrew, Affifted, or humbled. The 
Septuagint confirm this meaning. 

3 Spake kindly, &c.] ‘This is in the Hebrew, Spake to the heart of 
the damfel. The Septuagint render it, According to the opinion ; 
which is confirmed by the Samaritan. The Syriac tranflates it, He 
comforted the virgin ; and the Arabic, He foothed her grief. 

And Jacob held his peace until they were come.| _ Jacob concealed 
his refentment till his fons returned, who were then with his cattle 
in the field, and probably at fome diftance ; it beinp cammon for 
them to range about the country in fearch of paffure. _4.. 

9 When they heard it, &c.] This fentence is conheéfed with the 
following by the Arabic thus: When they heard it, they“were very 
fad, &c. and is fupported by the Septuagint, Vulgate, and Syriac ; 
but our tranflation conneéts it with the fentence preceding, affigning 
it as the reafon why the fons of Jacob came out of the field; which 
fenfe is fupported by the Chaldee and Samaritan. 

8 Hath longed, &e.| Sure no words canexprefs more ardent af- 
fe€tion than the original ; and it is remarkable that all the ancient 
tranflations feem to have laboured ro retain the force of the original. 
The fons of Jacob, and perhaps Leah herfelf, were prefent at this 
application, which fhews that the words ‘* your daughter,” were 
grammatically proper. 

10 Trade ye thercin.] ‘This isinthe Hebrew, To circuit, and al- 
ludes to their cuftom of ranging about for paftures. The Vulgate, 
erent Chaldee, Samaritan, Syriac, and Arabic, corifirm our 
enfe. Seay 

Get you pf fons, &c.} This is in the Hebrew,. faherit, or ace 
quire inheritances. ; 

12 Yk me never fo much dowry, &c.] . Marriage-portions 
were given by the men in thofe days, and in the eaft, efpecially 
amongit the Turks and Perfians, this cuftom is preferved even to 
this time. . 

13 Deceitfully.] It is rendered, Wifely, in the Chaldee. 

And faid, becaufi, &c.] ‘This isin the Vulgate, They anfwered 
(faying, on account of the rape of their fifter) wecannot, xc. The 
Septuagint particularize who the perfons were that made the reply : 
and Simeon and Levi, the brethren of Dinah faid, “ We cannot, 
&c.”’ 
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16 Then will we give our daughters unto you, and 
we will take your daughters to us, and we will dwell 
with you, and we will become one people. : 

17 Butifye will not hearken unto us, to be cir- 
cumcifed ; then we will take our daughter, and we 
will be gone. 

18 And their words pleafed Hamor, and Shechem 


Hamor’s fon. 

19 And the young man deferred not to do the 
thing, becaufe he had delight in Jacob's daughter: 
and he was more honourable than all the houfe of 
his father. 

zo £And Hamor and Shechem his fon came unto 
the gate of their city, and communed with the men 
of their city, faying, | 

21 Thefe men are peaceable with us; therefore 
let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for 
the land, behold, zt és large enough for them; Ict us 
take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give 
them our daughters. 

22 Only herein will the men confent unto us for 
to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male 
among us be circumcifed; as they ave circumcifed. 

23 Shall not their cattle and their fubftance and 
every beait of their’s be our’s? only let us confent) 
unto them, and they will dwell with us. 

24 And unto Hamor and unto Shechem his fon 
hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city ; 
and every male was circumcifed, all that went out of 
the gate of his city. 

25 @ And it came to pafs on the third day, when 
they were fore, that two of the fons of Jacob, Simeon. 
and Levi, Dinah’s brethren, took each man his, 
{word, and came upon the city boldly, and flew all 

‘the males. 

26 And they flew Hamorand Shechem his fon with | 
the edge of the fword, and took Dinah out of She- 
‘chem’s houfe, and went out. 

27 The fons of Jacob came upon the flain, and. 
{poiled the city, becaufe they had defiled their fifter. ; 


A 

17 Wewill take our daughrer, &c.] It is fuppofed trom hence, 
that Jacob’s fons were commiffioned to act in his name. 

18 dad their words pleaf'd Humor, &c.} _ It appears from the hif- 
tory, that though Shechem kad committed this action, yet he was paf- 
fionatcly fond of Dinah. We may alfo obferve, that both Hamor 
and all the inhabitants of the city had a great affeQtion for Shechem, 
fince they fubmitted to fo painful an operation, merely for their 
prince’s pleafure. ao. 

23 Shall nut their cattle, &c.] Thus they were moved by principles 
of intereft, as well as refpect to their prince, to fubmit to® thas 
crsemony. 

ag All that event out of the gate, &c.] i. e. All the inhabitants. 

25 Tau of the fis of Jacab, &c.] “Although the Shechemites had 
(ubmitred to the painiul rite of circumcifion, the propofed condition 
of reconciliation with Jacob’s family ; yet Simeon and Levi took 
rhe advantage of their pain and anguish, when they were leaft able 
to refiit, to fall epon the city, and deftroy all the male inhabitants : 
an action thocking to humanity; for doubrlefs many of the fufferers 
were entirely innocent of their leader’s crime; and even the guilty, 
by fubmitting to the propofed terms of agreement, had made a pro- 
per compenfation to Jacob for the injury offered. Well, therefore, 
might their father deteit fo bafe an aSlion, and, on his death-bed, 
ery out in thefe emphatical words «* O my foul, come not thou into 
their fecret: unro their atlembly, mine honour, be not thou united : 
for in their anger they flew a man—Curfed be their anger, for it 
was fierce ; and their wrath, for it was cruel,”’ chap. xlix. 6, 7. 

30 Muke me to ftiuk, &c.| This is rendered by the Vulgate, Made 
me odious ; by ihe Chaldee, Ye will occafion, or put enmity be- 
tween me and the Canaanites; by the Arabic, Ye have rendered 
me infamous, and corrupted my condition with. refpe& to the Ca- 
muanites # andy the Syriac, Ye have offended me to bring evil 
between me gadyhe inhabicants, &c- ; 

31 dud thefefgiig Shadd be deal, &e.] It is evident Jacob was 
much concerned at thefe furious proceedings of his fons; but Simeon 
and ‘Levi were fo warmed with the thoughts of the difhonour done 
to their filter and family, that they repented not of what they had 
done, but feem to think all was little enough to vindicate their 
filter’s reputacior, that the might not be reputed asa harlot. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIV. 


Well might Jacob, in the above chapter, reproach his fons, and fay 
they had troubled him. Well might he always keep it imxemem> 
beance, and mention it with indignation on his death-bed; for 
nothing could be more treacherous, bafe, and cruel, than their 
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28 They took their fheep, and their oxen, and Before 
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which was in the field, 

29 And all their wealth, and all their lictle ones, 
and their wives took they captive, and fpoiled even 
all that was in the houfe. 

go @ And Jacob faid to Simeon and Levi, Ye 
have iroubled me to make me to ftink among the in- 
habitants of the land, among the Canaanites and the 
Perizzites: and | deing few in number, they fhall ga- 
ther themfelves together againit me, and May me 
and I fhall be deftroyed, I and my houfe. 

31 And they faid; Should he deal with our fifter 
as with an harlot. 


C H A RB XXXV. 

1 God commandeth Facob to goto Beth-el ; he purgeth his 
houfe of idols ; 6 and buildeth an altar at Bethel. 8 
Deborah, Rebehah’s nurfe, dieth, and 7s turied under 
en oak. g God again bleffeth Facob, and confirmeth to 
him the name of Lfrael, and the promife of the land of 
Canaan. 14 Facob fettethupa pillar at Beth-el. 16 
Rachel, in travail with Benjamin, dieth, and ts buried. 
22 Thetwelve fons of Facobs 27 Facob cometh to Ifaac 
at Hebron. 28 laac’s age, death, and burial. 

ND God faid unto Jacob, Arife, go up to 

Beth-el, and dwell there: and make there an 

altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when thou 
fleddeft from the face of Efau thy brother, 

2 Then Jacob faid unto his houfhold, and to all 
that were with him, Put away the ftrange gods that are 
among you, and beclean and change your garments: 

g And let us arife, and goup to Beth-el; and I 
will make there an altar unto God, who anfwered 
mein the day of my diftrefs, and was with me inthe 
way which I went. : 

4 And they gave unto Jacob all the ftrange gods 
which were in their hands, and all their ear-rings 
which were in their ears ; and Jacob hid them under 
the oak which was by Shechem. 


5 And 


nr ee LRT 
conduét. We may alfo learn, what great evils often refult from 
juft; and how deteftable and dreadful it is to follow the furious 
diétates of revenge wirhour confideration. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXV. 


1 And God faid unto Fatob, &c.] Undoubtedly the national in- 
humanities of the Chaldeans, the cruelties by which Jacob's fons had 
exafperated them to make repriffls, and the defection which fome 
of his family were making to idolatry, feem to have been the motives 
for ordering him to remove his Jextlement, and repair to that place 
which he had dedicated to the worfitip of the'trife God. 

2 Put away the firauge gods] This is in the Hebrew, the gods 
of the ftranger. The Chaldee renders) put away the idols of the 
people that are among you: bur thé. Samaritan, Syriac, and Arabic, 
fupport our tranflation.: Jacob, fayfome, perhaps meant the tera- 
phim, which Rachél had ftolen from Laban ; but others fuppofe that 
they were the idels of the Canaanitea ‘or Shechemites, who were 
taken prifoners and incorporated into his faniily: and it muft be 
éonfefled that the Chaidee tranflation gives fome countenance to 


this fenfe. : enon 

Be clean, &c.] The word here rendered clean, properly fignifies, 

The wafbing away filth by water. As there is fome analogy be- 
tween external cleanlinefs and internal, it may denote repentance, by 
which the foul is cleanfed and purified, as the body is by the wath- 
ing it in water. And heutce this rite of wafhing the body with 
water was ufed as a fign of inward purification, not only among the 
idolatrous heathens, but alfo by the worfhippers of the true God, 
both before and under the law. “ Wath ye, make ye clean, put 
away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes,’’ J/aiah i. 16. 
And as men fhould at all times have their fouls adorned with this 
inward purity, it was highly commendable in Jacob, on this folemn 
occafion, to enjoin all under his care to cleanfe and purify them- 
felves particularly from idolatry, and from thofe guilty ftains lately 
contra¢ted by thedding innocent blood, zs they would otherwife 
be very unfit to hold an intercourfe with their God : as if the patri- 
arch had faid, put off you fordid apparel, efpecially thofe garments 
in which you were fo Jately defiled with blood, and put on the 
cleaneft raiment, as an emblem of your being divefted of all impure 
affections, and cloathed with thofe internal graces which are the 
ornament of the foul. 

4. And earerings, &c.] The Syrians were accuftomed to dedicate 
their ear-rings to fome idol ; which were worn to render their deities 
propitious ; and being thus fubfervient to the ufes of idolatry, we 
need not wonder they are particularly mentioned by Jacob. 

sg And 


ar 





Rachel dicth in travail of Benjamim. 


Before 
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5 And they journeyed; and the terror of God f. 


was upon the cities that were round about them, and 
they did not purfuce after the fons of Jacob. 

6 | So Jacob came to Luz, which zs in the land 
of Canaan, thats, Beth-el, ‘he and all the people that 
were with him. 


7° And he built there an altar, and called the place | 


El-beth-el : becaufe there God appeared unto him, 
when he fled from the face of liis brother. 

8 But Deborah, Rebckah’s nurfe, died, and fhe 
was buried beneath Beth-el, under an oak: and the 
name of it was called Allon-bachuth. 

g “ And God appeated unto Jacob again, when 
he came out of Padan-aram, and bléffed him. 

10 And God faid unto him, Thy name zs Jacob: 
thy name fhall notbe called any more Jacob, but Ifracl 
fhall be thy name: and he called his name Ifrael. 

11 And God faid unto him, I am God Almighty: 


be fruitful and multiply ; a nation’ and a company of 


nations fhall be of thee, and kings fhall come out of 
thy loins ; : ; 

x2 And the land which I gave Abraham and Ifaac, 
to thee will I give it, and to thy feed after thee will 
I give the land. 

13 And God went up from him in the place where 
he talked with him. 

14 % And Jacob fet up a pillar in the place where 
he talked with him, even a pillar of ftone: and he pour- 
edadrink offering thereon, andhe poured oilthereon. 

15 And Jacob called the name of the place where 
God fpake with him, Beth-el: 

16 {And they journeyed from Beth-el ; and there 
was’ but a little way to come to Ephrath : and Rachel 
travailed, and fhe had hard Jabour. 

17 And it came to pafs, when fhe was in hard Ta- 
bour, that the midwife faid unto her, Fear not; thou 
fhalt have this fon alfo. 

18 And itcame to pafs, as her foul was in depart- 
ing, (for fhe died) that fhe called his name Ben-oni: 
but his father called him Benjamin. 


emma penne maureen TS TD 
5 Aud the terror of God was upon the cities, &c.] By fome it is ren- 
dered, A great terror. It was dou tlefs very fingular, that the in- 
habitants of the land fhould neglé& to take fignal vengeance on the 
fons of Jacob, for the cruelty they had exercifed on the unfortunate 
Shechemites: the facred hiftorian, therefore, thought proper to in- 
fert the reafon for this fupinenefs, namely, ‘‘ The terror of the 
Lord ;” which operated fo ftrongly upon their minds, that they durft 
not attempt to follow the Hebrews, but faffered them to retire un- 
moleited with their property. . 

7 El-bethool, Sco} i. Gants The God of Beth-el.” 

8 Deborah Reba a J; This woman came with her 
mittrefs from Me(épdtamt pe an; Hien fhe married Ifaac. Her 
death is here. mentipned toil he réaforitthy the oak was called 
allen hachuthis that.iss. © t SOF forrowst!i 7 -, ; 

9 ae appearedy,& ithe Chaldees,‘The angel of God 
Appeared, Seen Cagis pip tee 

- 10 Urwel hall br thy name,&c.} Which name implies, « a prince 
powerful with God,’’ and-wasgiven’before by the angel when they 
wrettigd together; but. was nowxepeated to-conlitm his faith. See 
chapgxyete 404 28.0000 on Supu Ree a ae 
J “This isin the Chaldee, The glory 
upd,’ &c. and the Arabic; ‘Fhe angel of the Lord was taken 
up, &pawhenoe we:may infer, that God had -manifefted himfelf to 
him Nis glorious prefence, which now. vanifhed, or élfe by the 
miniftry ef angels, .who now difappearsd: ; 

4 He piired & drink-offeriig, &c.].- In other words, He poured 
Mixed wineandoi, 7 

18 .ds her fal was ix departing,| Rachel had impatiently longed 
fer children; but was now fatally convinced, that what fhe con- 
fidered as the greatett happinefs, was really the greatcft pain; and 
thence called this fon Ber-ai, « the fon of my forrow.”” 

fis father cathd him Besjamin.| Which name, in the Hebrew, 


































1 Shred aeeatt up from, &e.J 
of thé£y 







fignifies, ‘¢ the fon of my right hand,” and might intimate the in- }: 
tenfe affection which Jacob had for this dear pledge of his beloved | ; 
wile; the right hand, and-the right eye, being ufed in fcripture }} 
for fomething that engrotfes our affections; yet as Jacob may be f- 
fuppofed to have ufed the Syriac language, others interpret the name fy 
according to its fignification in the Syriac, The fon of my days, or |} 


old age; which carries with it the idea of equal affection. 
zi Lhe wwer of Edar.|] i.e. © Yhe tower of the flock.” 
thought to have been fituated near Jerufalem, and is mentioned by 


the prophet Micah, ch. iv. 8. “ And thou, O tower of the flock, &c.” f° 

the verfe. 

“i thiserror, by readings Son. - 
oO 


22 And lyrael beard—Now the fins, &c.| There is in the Hebrew 


manu ‘cripts, a blank {pace left between the words tranflated © heard 


No. 4. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


It is bath, * daughter,” inftead of den, “ a fon ;”” which might eafily have 


zo And Jacob fet a pillar upon her grave: thatis 


the pillar of Rachel’s grave unto this day. 


21 And Ifrael journeyed, and fpread his tent be- 


yond the tower of Edar. 


22 {I And it came to pafs, when Ifraef dwelt in 


that land, that Reuben went and lay With Bilhah his 


father’s concubine: and Hfrael heard 7. Now the 
fons of Jacob were twelvé: 

. 23 The fonsof Leah; Reuben, Jacob’s firft-born, 
and Simeon, and Levi, and Judah, and Iffachar, and 
Zebulon: : : 

24. The fons of Rachel ; Jofeph and Benjamin : 

25 And the fons of Bilhah, Rachel’s handimaid ; 
Dan, and Naphtali : 

26 And the fons of Zilpah, Leah’s handmaid ; 
Gad, and Afher; thefe are the fons of Jacob, which 
were born to him in Padan:aram. 

27 WI And Jacob camie unto Ifaac his father unto 
Mamre, unto the city of Arbah, which is Hebron, 
where Abraham and Ifaac fojourned: 

28 @ And the days of aac wete ait hundred and 
fourfcore years. 7 

29 And Ifaac gave up the ghoft, and died, ah 
was gathered unto his people, deinx old and Full of 
days: and his fons Efau and Jatob biiried hiim. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


1 Efau’s family in Canaan, 6 His removal to mount 
Seir. g His generations in mount Seir. 15 The dukes 
which defeended of his fons. 20 The fons and dukes of 
Seir. 31 The kings of Edom. ‘40 The dukes that 
came of Efau, according to their hatctations. 


N O W thefe are the generations of Efau, who is 
Edom. 

2 Efau took his wives of the daughters of Canaan ; 
Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and Ahdli- 
bamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibedn 
the Hivite ; ‘ ; 

. 3 And 
it,” and * now the fons.” The Jews ackaowWledge in the margin, 
that fome words are wahting to complete the ferfe ; and the Séprua- 
gint has preferved the words that are wanting, by adding, that 


Jacob detefted the crime of Reuben as vile and dtrocious. Accord- 
ing to this reading, the verfe fhould be tranflated, And it came to 






1] pafs when Ifrael dwelt in that fand, that Reuben went and Idy with 


Bilhah his father’s contubind : and Ifrael héafd it, and it appeared 
evil in his fight. «¢ Now the fons of Jacob, &c.” , 2 

26 Which were born to hin in Padan-aram.] Let us ebiere Benja- 
min‘véas not born in Padan-aram, but feveral years after Jacob’s 
return into the land of Canuan, and is theréfoté to bé etcepted, as 
is birth is mentioned in the preceding verfes, 
29 And Ifaac—was gathered unts bis people.) i+ e+ His foul was 
gathered to the righteous, and his body was laid where his patents 
were interred. i : 
And bis fous Efau and Facob buried bit:] He was buried in the 
cave of Machpelah, where the remains of Abraham and Sarah, his 
father and mother, were depofited. See chap. xlix. 31. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXXV. 


Several things are worthy notice in this chapter. Fitft, the travels 
of Jacob from one place to another, the death of his beloved wife, 
and tbe horrid crime committed by his fon, fhould teach us net 
to expeét any lafting peate in this world; and to look forward to 
the heavenly Canaan, where there jis reft for ever. Sevondly, 
wherever Jacob went God appeared to him, and repeated his pyo- 
mife to him; Thirdly, the care that Jacob todk to banith idola- 
try out of his family, should’ teach us that Aothing can appear 
more gratéfal in the fight of God for the mtrdiés’we feccive, than 
fetting up his worfhip in our families. Laftlys that Rachel Who 
longed for children fo impatiently, as to fay £¢ Give me children 
or eife I die,” died in child-bearing. A lively inftance of the 
folly of our wifhes! 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ow CHAP. XXXVI. 


2 The daughter of nah, &c.] We finds ver. 24. that Anah was 
Zibeon’s fon ; the Hebrew tranfcriber, therefore, maft have writtéh 


been occafioned by writing twice the word éa#/ in the begianing ©} 
The Septuagint, Syriac, and Samaritan, have avoidéd 


6 And 


Yeaac dieth. 


19 And Rachel diéd, and was buried in thé way , Befon 
to Ephrath, which zs Beth-lehem. Curis 
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The kings of dom,’ 





chu, -§. And Bafhemath Ifhmacl’s daughter, filter of {the dukes of the Horites, the children of Seir in the _ Before 
ae Nebajoth. Jand of Edom. SERIE 


T7GCe 


:4,And Adah bare to Efau Eliphaz: and Bafhe- 
math bare : ; 
..6 ‘And Aholibamah bare feuth, and Jaalam, and 
Korah: thele are the fons of Efau, which were born 
unto him in the land of Canaan. 

. 6 L And Efau took his wives, and his fons, and his 


daughters, 


cattle, and all his beafts, and all his fubftance, which 
he had: got in the land of Canaan; and went into 
the country. from the face of his brother Jacob. 

7 For their riches were more than that they might 
dwell together; and the Jand wherein they were 
ftrangers could not bear them becaufe of their cattle. 
_ 8 Thus dwelt Efau in mount Seir: Efau zs Edom. 
.-9 @-And thefe are the generations of Efau the fa- 
ther of the Edomites in mount Seir : : 

10 Thefe are the names of -Efau’s fons; Eliphaz 
the fon of Adah the-wife of Efau, Reuel the fon of 


' Bafhemath 


11 And the fons of Eliphaz were Teman, Omar, 
:Zepho, and Gatam, and Kenaz. 
"12 And Timna was concubine to Eliphaz Efau’s 
fon; -and fhe bare to Eliphaz Amalck: thefe were 
the fons of Adah Efau’s wife, 
“1g And thefe are the fons of Reuel ; Nahath, and 
Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah: thefe were the fons 
of Bafhemath Efau’s wife. 
‘' 14 And thefe were the fons of Aholibamah, the 
daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, -Efau’s 
wife: and fhe bare to Efau Jeuth, and Jaalam, and 


Korah. . 


I7t5. 


‘thefe ave their dukes. : 
20% Thefe arethe fons of Seir the Horite, who 
inhabited the land; Lotan, and Shobal, and Zibeon, 


_ the Septuagint, with great propriety, The fon of Zibeon; the He- 
“brew being undoubtedly corrupted. See the note on ver. 2, 

15 Thee were dukes, &c.]  Thefe perfons ttyled dukes were nor’ 
rulers of provinces, but the heads or chiefs of particular families ph 
for it was ‘many years after that the Horites were conquered, before 
thefe were dukes of Edom, which are mentioned ver. 42, 43; but 

:are plainly-diftinguithed frorn thofe mentioned above, the former]. 
: being ftyled « dukesin the land of Edom,” and the latter,  thed. 
“dukes of Rdom.” Se 
2+ 46 Duke Korab, &c,] ‘We fisd in ver. 4. that Eliphaz was Efau's | 
«fon by Adih, and from ver. 1 1) 12, that Eliptiaz had but fix fons. 
Ie is alfo certain from ver. 52 and 14, that Korah was the fonof Efau 
3 


15 I Thefe were dukes of the fons of fan: the 
fons'of Eliphaz the firftborn fon of Efau; dake Te- 
‘man, duke Omar, duke Zepho, duke Kenaz, 


.: 16 Duke 


thefe.are.the dukes that came of Eliphaz inthe land 
of Edom; thefe were the fons of Adah. ‘ 

17 And thefe are the fons of Reuel Efau’s fon; 
duke Nahath, duke Zerah, duke Shammah, duke 
Mizzah :-thefe dre the dukes that came of Rével in 
the Jand of Edom; thefe are the fons of Bafhemath 
Efau’s wife. 

18 And thefe are the fons of Aholibamah Efau’s 
wife; duke Jeuth, duke Jjaalam, duke Korah : thefe 
were the dukes that came of Aholibamah the daughter 
of Anah, Efau’s wife. . ° : . 

19 Thefe are the fons of Efau, who 7s Edom, and 


and Anahi 


.21 And Difhon, and Ezer, and Difhan: thefe are 


: te : . 


6 And went intothe country, &c.] ‘Thereare fome inftead of «* the,” 
put’ his. underftanding, by his country, the country of Seir, which 
due inhabited before -he vilited his father in the land of Canaan. The 
Septuagint tranflation, and the Samaritan text, read, Out of the 
and of Canaan , : 

8 Efan is Eder] Notwithftanding the word Efau occurs a fecond 
time in the Hebrew, yet ic isomitted inthe Vulgate, which reads, 
‘And Efau dwelt in Mount Seir; he isEdom. Oneof the Hebrew 
° in the Bodleian library, confirms this omiflion, . by 
-reading, Efau dwelt in Mount Seir; thatis, Edam. Efau had sthe’ 
name of Edom, which fignifies “ red,” given him on account of his 
being ofa red colour, at the inftant of his birth, chap. xxv. 25, 

14 The daughter of Zibesn, &c.]- It isin the Samaritan text, and 


“manuferipts, 


ae fe 




























22 And the children of Lotan were Hori and Le~ 
man; and Lotan’s filer wes Timna. 

23 And the children of Shobal were thefe ; Alvan, 
and Manahath, and Ebal, Shepho, and Onam. 

24 And thefe are the. children of Zibeon ; both 
Ajah, and Anah: this was that \ nah that found the 
mules in the wildernefs, as he fed the affes of Zibon 
his father. f 

25 And the children of Anah were thefe; Difhon, 
and Aholibamah the daughter of Anah. 

26 Andthefearethe children of Difhon 3; Hemdan, 
and Efhban, and Ithran, and Cheran. 

27 The children of Ezer ave thefe; Bilhan, and 
Zaavan, and Akan. 

28 The children of Difhan ere thefe, Uz, and 
Aran. : : 

29 Thefe arc the dukes that came of the Horites; 1780. 
duke Lotan, duke Shobal, duke Zibeon, duke Anah, 

30 Duke Difhon, duke Ezer, duke Difhan: thefe 
are the dukes that came of Hori, among their dukes 
in the land of Seir, ; . 

31 £ And thefe are the kings that reigned in the 1656. 
land of Edom, before there reigned any king over 
the children of Ifracl. 

32 And Bela the fon of Beor reigned in Edom: 
and the name of his city was Dinhabah. . 

.33 And Bela died,and Jobab the fon of Zerah of 
Bozrah reigned in his ftead, : 

84 And Jobab died, and Wuiham of the land of 
Temani reigned.in his fead, i 

35 And Hufham dicd, and Hadad the fon of Be- 
dad, who finote Midian in the field of Moab, reigned 
in his flead: and the name of his city was Avith. 

36 And Lladad died, and Samlah of Mafrekah 
reigned in his ftcad. es oe 6 ; 

37 And Samlah died, and: Saul of Rehoboth dy the 
river reigned in his ftead. : 

38 And Saul died, and Baal-hanan. the fon of 
Achbor reigned in his ttead. 

- 89 And Baal-hanan the fon of Achbor died,- and 
Hadar reigned in his ftead: and the name of his city 
was Pau; and his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the 
daughter of Matred, the daughter of Mezahab. 

40 @ And thefe.ave the names of the dukes that 1496. 
came of Efau, according to their familics, after their 
places, by their naines; duke Timnah, duke Alvah, 
duke Jetheth, a, ; oe , 

41 Duke Aholibamah; duke Blah, duke Pinon, 

42 Duke Kenaz, duke, Tetian ke Mibzar, 

43 Duke Magdielj: du bs thefe.tethe dukes 

of Edom, accardipte chairs: bitations itt the land of 

their poffeflicn the'zs E faa the father 6fthe Edomites. 
. gees eee meatal CHAP, 


Reuel ; 


and all the perfons of his houfe, and his 


the wife of Efau. 


Korah, duke Gatam, and duke Amalek : 

















(not of Eliphaz, as afferted in this.verfe) by Aholibamah,/ 
fuch he is properly cnitmerated:in ver.-18. ~ Both ‘the;.@maritan 
text and tranflation havezomirted thefe two'words; ‘which; though 
found in the Septuagirir; Chaldse, V. ulgate, Arabic, and'Syriac, are 
undoubtedly interpolated ite cote a RS 

24. The mukes, &.} By fome the driginal, Aayeminthas b 
terpreted ‘ baths” and «* hot ‘waterss”’ by others, the frit difcovery 
of fome ufeful plant ; but the word mutt be feverely tortured to 
make it capable of cither of thefe fignifications.. The word mana, 
tranflated ** found,"? imports the difvovery of whathas an exiltence 
already ; confequently it could not mean the invention of breeding 
mules; befides no mention is made of Anah’s feeding horfes, bur 
affes, the former of which were effential to his invention; and we 
may add, that no mules’ are mentioned in fcripture till the days of 
David. From the Septuagint and Samaritan, bayemin {eems to be 
the proper name of a people, whom Anahi fell upon by furprize and 
defeated; a fenfe which has the countenance of feveral other places 
in feripture. 

33 Whe fate Midian, &e.] The Syriac, Samaritan, Chaldee, and 
Arabic, concur in tranflating it, The Midianites. They were 
marching to invade him, but were defeated in the field of Moab, 
which was on the frontiers of his country. Mofes recorded this 
exploit. as it proved a calamity to Jethro his father-in-law; and that 
it was Midian himfelf, who, according tothe Hebrew text, was fain, 
being at-that period one hundred and nine Years of age. : 
GENERAL 


3 which feems to be the true meanin 
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The hiftory of Fofeph, 


Before 
Se C H A-P. XXXVIL. 
a The hiftory of Fofeph, who is hated of his brethren. 5 
His firfi dream. g Wis fecond dream. 12 Facob 
fendeth him to viftt his brethren. 18 They confpire 
his death, but Reuben faveth him. 
a pit, and afterwards taken out, and fold to the Lfh- 
meelites. 29 Reuben, not finding him in the pit, is 
forely grieved. 31 Facob deceived by the bloody coat 
mourneth for him. 936 He is fold to Potiphar in 
Egypt. ° ; 


AN D Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father 
was a ftranger, in the land of Canaan. 

2 Thefe are the generations of Jacob. Jofeph 
being feventeen years old, was feeding the flock with 
his brethren; and the lad was with the fons of Bilhah, 
and with the fons of Zilpah, his father’s wives: and 
Jofeph brought unto his father their evil report. 


3 Now Ifrael loved Jofeph more than all his chil- | 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XXXVI. 


We here find, that Mofes, having given an account of the principal 
heads of Jacob’s potterity, who, as the fpecial feed of Abraham, 
inherited the land of Canaan, before he proceeds farther in their 
hiftory, fettles the account of Efau’s family in the moft remark- 
able branches thereof: and that in order to fhew how truly what 
was before prophetically fpoken of him, chap. xxv. 23. and xxvii. 
39, was fulfilled. Mofes, in this narrative, feems likewife to have 
had a particular view to let the Mfraclites diflinéily know the 
tribes of the Edomites, and the country which they inhabited, 
that as they were their brethren they might not offer to dtrack 
them. : : : 


‘EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXVIL. _ 


Wherein his father wes a flranver, &c.] It is in the Hebrew, In 
the land of his father’s fojournings, The Septuagint render it, -In 
which his father dwélt. The Chaldee, Syriac, and Arabic, Of his 
father’s habitation or dwelling. In cither of thefe fenfes, the text 
is free from the objection to which it is expsfed by our tranflation ; 
for it is evident that Ifaac was a native of Canaan, had refided in it 
many years, and could not truly be named a ftranger; but as he had 
made no conqucefts, and extended his authority no further than the 
circle of his own family, he might, with the greateft propriety, ac- 
cording to the exprefs fenfe of the Hebrew, be called a fojourne'.. 

fn the land of Canaan] A 

and Abraham before him had lived. . 

2. Llufe are the gencration:] Refer to chap. ii. 4. vi. g. and xxv. to. 


Seceuteen years ld] According to the Hebrew, Septuagint, Sa 9} 
maritan, Syriac, and Arabic; bet the Vulgate renders it, Sixteen [| 


years old. In order to-reconcile this with the original; we muft 


obferye. that. a -perfon is faid in fcripture to be of that year of fi 
cd ‘To this we may add, fj 
that. the Jews Jay, it down a34a,maxim, that part of the month ig as {/ 


which he is only turned, as in Exod. x43. 5. 


the whole, and that of the*year: hole. 








And Fueph drought unto bis Keds This is in the Vulgate, 
And he accufed them to hiss j of crimes. The.}} 





Chaldce’ rendersit, Their aa 
it, The wort {pecies, of obfcenity. 
brethren the accnfers, rranflating. 


[the Arabic ftyles 





report of Jofeph. anto his,fathers: } C.J 
in accufing his brethren,-.1 Fern Sate ut 
formed by. their fathes’s,remopttrance,,: 

3 Tefen, of-his old age] A different reat 
a trao tinge tga 


: shat foteples motive, 
t at ahty thould’be re- 





cient author for Jacob's ¢: nels, afcribing ir to his } 
perfonalyas well as is, antellet inal: Kaces 3 inthe latter of which, 






e“pecially.in prodencé, he. fuppoles hi 
brethren The Chald  fopports this” opinion, by rendering the 
words, Becaufe he-was.a.wils fon apte-tiim, it muft be confefled, 
that the Vulgate, Septuagint, Samaritan, > 

with the Hebrew, as: it is rendered by our tranflators; yet we may 
obferve, that they have confounded the original words ben xcheuainr, 
*« the fon of fenators or elders,” with ben ziknab, ‘the fon of old 
age.’ Jofeph’s being ‘merely the fon of Jacob’s old age, could 
{carcely be the reafon why his father had more affection for him 
than his brethren, becaufe his brother Benjamin was fifteen years 
younger than he: but if we fuppofe that.his father’s preference of 
him was founded on his prudence, which was not only beyond whar 





might have been expe€ted from one.of his years, but likewife fur-: 


palling that of his other children, the charaéter of Jacob is vindi- 
cated from objections, and his cxtraordinary affeGtion appears con- 
fiftent with reafon. And that this was really the cafe, feems evident 
from the fequel of Jofeph’s hiftory, wherein he is reprefented as 
confummately pradent, and one of the ableft counfellors that ever 
was emploved in the moft critical and difficult conjun@ures. 

Many colar 7 [tis in the Hebrew, ‘many pieces. The Arabic 
renders it, A filken cont. Whatever the matter might be of which it 
was made, it is plain that it was campofed of different colours: fome 
imagine it to kave been woollen with threads of diferent colours ; 


23 He is caft into, 





} thus a fcaling-ladder.was painted to reprefent a fiege. 


And particularly in Hebron, where Ifaac }] ‘ftrument of a thing, whether real or metaphorical, was put for the - 





agint make, the |! 
Brought dn evil- 


afigned by an aka! 


amiritan, Syriac, and Arabic concur ff} 


em eee we 


| Cc H AP. . XXXVIL _e ee ai hated of his brethren. 


dren, becaufe he vas the fon of his old age: and he Before 


made him a coat of many colours. 

4 And when.his brethren faw that their father’ 
Joved him more ‘than all his ‘brethren, ‘they hated 
him, and could not fpeak.peacéably unto him. 

.§ & And Jofeph dreamed a dream, and told it his 
brethren: and they hated him yet the more, 

6 And he faid unto them, Hear, I pray you, this 
dream which I have dreamed : ., 

7 For, behold, we were binding fheaves in the field, 
cand, lo, my fheafarofe, and alfo food upright; and, 
behold, your fheaves ftood round about; and made 
obeifance tomy fheaf. a. a 

8 And his brethren {aid to him, Shalt thou indeed 
reign over us? or fhalt thou indced have dominion 
over us? and they hated him yet the more for his 


4 dreams, and for his words.. 


. g &And he dreamed yet another dream, and told 
jt his brethren, and faid, Behold, I have: dreamed 
a dream more ; and, behold, the fun and the moon 
and the eleven ftars made obcifanceto me. 
10 And 
rr sent etenentenanenensenareY 
and others, that it was embroidered with varicgdted flowers and 
figures. It is evident thar fuch garmehts were in high efteem among 
the eaftern nations, and worn by perfons of thehigheit diflinétion ; 
whence we may infer, that Jacob’s cloathing Jofeph in a garment 
of this fort argues his having a peculiar affection for him, and, as 
it diftinguifhed him above his brethren, gave rife to their envy and 
machinations againft him. ‘ , : 
4 And cuben his brethren faww—they hated) "The hatred of Jofeph’s 
brethren we mutt afcribe to his fuperior wifdom and knowledge. 
Cenld nor fpeak peaceubly unto him. | This tranflation agrecs with 
the Chaldee. ‘The Arabic renders it, They could not falute him; 
which conveys to us the fenfe of the hiftorian better than our tranf- 
Jation. «Peace be unto thee,”’ was the ufual faluration of the eaft- 
ern nations, and was always looked upon as a compliment of civility : 
it was this which Jofeph’s brethren denied him, and confequently 
treated him with great incivility, and with marks-of enmity. This 
addrefs is still: retaincd in the eaft, and-called, the compliment of 
face. + ‘ : . a ; 
e 3 Tefeph dreamed a dream, &c.] "The method of conveying ideas 
iseither by figurés or founds.. “In conveying ideas by figures, the 
piure or image of a thing to be conveyed was reprefented: thus 
the idea of a horfe was reprefented by a picture of that animal ; 
‘but this method being attended with inconveniencics, 1. The prin- 
cipal circumftance in the fubje&t was made to fland_for the whole ; 
z The in- 


thing itfelf; thus an eye eminently placed denoted omnifcience, and 
‘an eye and a {ceptre a monarch. 3. One thing ftood for another 
when any quaint .refemblance, or..analogy in the reprefentative, 
‘could be collected from nature or tradition ; thus the fun-rife.was 
defigned by the two eyes of the crocodile, becaufe they feem to 
‘emerge from.its head ; and he who had borne misfortunes with cou- 
‘rage and furmounted them, was fignified by the hyzna, becaufe the 
fkin of that animal was fuppofed to be invulnerable. . In fleep; 


|] where the information is rather by figures than by found, ideas are 


commonly conveyed by pictures,: which.are termed,dreams; and the 
‘whole art of the interpretation .of dreams is founded upon this hypo- 
sthefis; dreams may be divided into fpeculative and allegorical; the 
dirt kind is that which reprefents a_plain and dire&t pitiure of the 


§ ithing predi@ed ; the. fecond is.an oblique intimation. of it by tro- 
‘fpical or fymboljcal images. The dream of Jofeph was of this latter 
| {pecies. - e3 Ba age 


: .: * 7 * : Bagi tie 
6 This dream, &c.] A Jewith author informs us, that it was a 


‘pvifion ; “and that he faw it when fent, together with his brethren to 


gather in the harveft; and the fubjeét of ir gives fome countenance 


3in.t 2 whic ‘to his declaration, ; 
Q have furpaffed. all his [4- 


8 Shalt thou indeed reign over us? &ce] It is evident that dreams, 


‘confifting of fymbolic hieroglyphics, were a common mode of in- 
formation in thofe times, and generally underftood by moft perfons, 


as-appears from this interrogation af Jofeph’s brethren. But 
when they were more complicate, and confifted of myfterious fym-~ 
bols, it was cuftomary to have reconrfe to interpreters, who founded 
their folution on the myfterious fenfe conc?aled under the facred 
fymbols which, they made their peculiar ftudy, us the Egyptian 
priefts always did. ae ae 

Q He dreamed yet another dream] Which repetition was not only | 
intended to confirm the event prediéted by the former, but to 
heighten its fignification, by foretcHing, that not only the brethren, 
but likewife the parents ‘of Jofeph, fhould acknowledge the fuperi- 
ority cf his condition. at : 

Tbe fun and nvm, &c.}) Thefe heavenly badies in fy mbolical hie- 
roglyphics fignified perfons invefted with autherity and family 
power, as appears from Horapolis; and Artemidorus, who wrote 


; the art of interpreting dreams upon the principal of fymbolic hiero- 


glyphics, afferts, that he who dreams he has dominion over,the 
itars ahd other heavenly bodies. fhall fubdue all the world: agree- 
able to this interpretation, underflood in thof times, Jacob might 
well afk his for, ** Sha 1 and thy mothers bow down to thee ? 
dc. &e.” 

ay Lis 


HRIST 
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_ , Jofeph caft into a pit, 


Before , i i thren: 
curisr_ 2° And he told 7zéto his father, and to his brethr 


1729. 


-of their hands; and faid, Let us not kill him. 


unto his brethren, that they flript Jofeph out of his 
coat of many colours that was on him; 

24 And they took him, and caft him.into a pit: and 
the pit was empty, there was no water in it, 

25 And they fat down to eat bread: and they lifted 
up their eyes and looked, and bchold, a company of 
Ifhmeelites came from Gilead with their camcls bear- 
ing fpicery and balm and myrrh, going to carry it 
down to Egypt. 

26 And Judah faid unto his brethren, What profit 
75 2¢ if we flay our brother, and conceal his blood ? 

27 Come, and let us fell him to the Ifhmeelites, and 
let not our hand be upon him; for he zs our brother 
and our flefh. And his brethren were content. 

28 Then there paffed by Midianites merchantmen; 
and they drew and lifted Jofeph out of the pit, and 
fold Jofeph to the Ifhmeelites for twenty pieces of 
filver: and they brought Jofeph into Egypt. 

29 ff And Reuben returned unto the pit; and, 
behold, Jofeph was not in the pit; and he rent his 
clothes. 

go And he returned unto his brethren, and faid, 
The child zs not; and I, whither fhalb I go? 

31 LZ And they took Jofeph’s coat, and killed a kid 
of the goats, and dipped the coat in the blood ; 

32 And they fent the coat of many colours, and they 
brought zt to their father; and faid, This have we 
found: know now whether it Ze thy fon’s coat or no. 

33 And he knew it, and faid, /t ’s my fon's coat ; 
an evil beaft hath devoured him; Jofeph is withour 
doubt rent in pieces. 

34 And Jacob rent his clothes, and put fackcloth 
upon his loins, and mourned for his fon many days. 

35 And all his fons and all his daughters rofe up 
to comfort him; but he refufed to be comforted ; 
and he faid, For I will go down into the grave unto 
my fon mourning. Thus his father wept for him. 

36 @ And the Midianites fold him into Egypt 
unto Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh’s, and captain 


of the guard, 
CHAP. 


LE TET I TE PEAS IPASA ES eS 
joined together in trade. And it has always been the cuftom in the 
eaftern countries for merchants to travel together in companies, for 
fecurity againft wild beafts and robbers. 

Tewenty pieces of felver,| The word © pieces” is not in the ori- 
ginal ; bat as the fentence is elliptical, the word omitted is gene- 
rally underftood to be a fhekel, fo chat the whole fum would be 
about forty-feven shillings fterling. ” 

29 He rent his clothes.) Which was one fign of ancient mourn- 
ing, and ufed in cafes of the greateft diftrefs. From this behaviour 
of Reaben it is plain, that he‘was not privy to the tranfation of 
felling Jofeph to the Ifhmeelices, (“9 

30 Whither foall 1 go?| i. é. Whither thall I fly to conceal my- 
felf from my father's anger? For, being the éldett, he contidered 
himfelf as refponfibléfor. Jofepti’s fafety. 

"34 Jacob rewr kis clothes, andipgut fabled én his loins, &C.] The 
hoary patriarch rendé his clothes, covers his aged body with fack- 
,cloth, and refofes‘to.be comforted.’ '. What an affecting fcene! 

35 4 will go down inte the’ grave sufo my fou muirning, &G.4 This 
is in the Arabic, I will-go down ined the duft. Some, inftead of, 
Unto my fon, read, For the fake of my fon: and it mait be con- 

[ feffed, that the Hebrew particle ef is ufed in that’ Hedfe,: 2 Sem. 

xxi, 2. The word fbeol, trinttated “ grave,’ is undotbtedly, in 
the prophetic writings, ufed forthe manfion, of feparate fate of de- 
parted fouls. The Arabiz, which’ renders the words, ¥ will go into 
the duft, countenances the fenfé we have given tis fentence: and 
we add befides, thar the words imply no more, than'to be reduced 
to the fame condition ; and therefore Jacob might probably fay, he 
would go down to the grave to a dead fon, Who was never buried, 
i.e. that he fhould find no eafe to his forrows; till he was reduced 
to the fame condition. 

36 An officer of Pharaoh's, &.| This is in the Vulgate, Septuagint, 
Samaritan, and Syriac, An eunuch; probably in allufion to the 
eaftern cuftom of appointing eunuchs to the great offices of flare. 
But iris plain that the Hebrew word /eris does not always fignify an 

‘eunuch, but is fometimes ufed to fignify a chamberlain, or a perfon 
having fome confideruble office about the king’s perfon; and in 
this fenfe we muft here take the word, efpecially a. we find that the 
hiflorian mentions his having a daughter who was marrivd to }o- 
feph. He is likewife dignified in the original by the title of « cap- 
tain of the guard ;" but asthe word sahach fignifies “to kill,’ fome 
have thought that it fhould be tranfluted, chicf of the cooks or bur- 
chers; while others contend as pofitively, that it fhould be a car- 
tain of the guard, or foldiers who were difperfed about the royal 
palace. “Fo clear up this difficulty, we Should obferve, that Potiphar 
1s ftvled the prieft of On; and it appr an, chatin the aime of Jofeph: 
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and his father rebuked him, and faid unto him, What 
zs this dream that thou haft dreamed? Shall I and 
thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourfelvesto thee to the earth. 

11 And his brethren envied him; but his father 


oblerved the faying. 
12 { And his brethren went to feed their father’s 


flock in Shechem. : 

13 And I frael faid unto Jofeph, Do not thy brethren 
feed the flock in Shechem? come, and I will fend thee 
unto them. Andhe faid to him, Here am I. 

14 And he faid to him, Go, I pray thee, fee whether 
it be well with thy brethren, and well with the flocks; 
and bring me word again. So he fent him out of the 
vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

45 Anda certain man found him, and, behold, he 
was wandering in the field : and the man afked him, 
faying, What feekeft thou ? ‘ 

16 And he faid, I feek my brethren: tcl! me,I pray 
thee, where they feed their flocks. 

17 And the man faid, They are departed hence; for 
I heard them fay, Let us go to Dothan. And Jofeph 
went after his brethren, and found them in Dothan. 

18 @ And when they faw him afar off, even before 
he came near unto them, they con{pired againft him 


to flay him. 
19 And they faid one to another, Behold, this 


dreamer coryeth. 

20 Come now therefore, and let us flay him, and 
caft him into fome pit, and we will fay, Some evil 
beaft hath devoured him: and we fhal! fee what will 


become of his dreams. 
21 And Reuben heard #t, and he delivered himout 


22 And Reuben faid unto them, Shed no blood, but 
caft him into this pit that zs in the wildernefs, and lay- 
no hand upon him; that he might rid him out of} 
their hands, to deliver him to his father again. 

23 @ And it came to pafs, when Jofeph was come 
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ax His father obferved the faying.] Unftead of Saying it is Speeck 

in the Arabic: but the Syriac, Speeches; applying it to both the 

dreams. Jacob had been no ftranger to chef nottumal informa- 

tions; and finding them repeated by the divine Being, ftored them 

+P in his memory, as prediduons of events that would certuinly 
appen. 

: ee Con, and I nill fend thee, &c.] Ie is not wonderful that 
Jacob was uneafy with regard to his fons, who were now feeding their 
flocks in Shechem, the {cene of their late inhuman eroelty ; for fear 
that the inhabirants of the Jand fhould take the firft favourable op- 
portunity of revenging the death of their countrymen. He there- 
fore thought proper to fend fofeph to them, though it was near 
fixty miles diftant from Hebron, the place where he now refided. 

17 And foand them iz Dethan-| Foleph repaired to Shechem, but 
he found his brethren were retired from thence in queft of pafture ; 
he continued his fearch till he found them in Dothan, a place about 
tight miles north from Shechem. : 

19 Behold, this dreamer cometh.] This is in the Hebrew, Behold, 
this maker of dreams cometh; a proof that they confidered his 
dreams as fictions of his own inventing. 

20 Come naau therefore, and let uz flay him, &c.] Here we perceive 
the natural progrefsof fin. ‘The feeds of envy and emulation grew 

into aétual hatred ; and hatred, by an’eafy tranfition, degenerated 
into intentional murder. ’ 

22 aad Renber faid; &c.] ‘This Reuben was the eldeft brother, | 
and confequently had the greateft authority among them; defpair- 
ing to protect him by any open or dirc&t method, he perfuaded them 
to caft him into a pir, that he miight have an opportunity of deli- 
vering him again to his father Jacob. — ; } 

25 A company of [bmeclites.} Arabians, according to the Chal- 
dee, Syriac, and Arabic; or Arabian merchants defcended: from 
Ithmael. See ver,28.  - 

Spicery, aud balm, and myrrh, &c.] Thefe were the ingredients 
made ufe of in embalming the dead, as appears from a profane au- 
thor, who fays, that after the body had Iain about thirty days in 
a different preparation, they preferved it with myrrh, cinnamon, 
and other fpices. The merchants carrying down fuch a large quan- 
tity of thefe ingredients thews, that embalming was at that time 
become a general practice in Egypt, and the traffick which they 

carried on in young flaves; which are commodities only fora rich 
and luxurious people, fufficiently declares the eftablithed power and 
iwealth of this celebrated nation. 

28 Tere pafjed hy Midiavites-| They are called Ihmeelites in 
ver. 25. The caravan feems to have confifted of both; for ther 
were near neighbours, and appear to haye lived promifcuoufly, and 
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Fudah begetteth Er, €c. CH A P. XXXVIII ‘ _ Tamar deceiveth. Judah. 








Before 11 Then faid Judah to Tamar his daughter-in=’ Béfore 
a C H A P. XXXVIII. law, Remain a widow at. thy father’s houfe, till HRAST 


‘them here. ‘The words therefore, “ in thofe days, at that time, 


‘ Chaldce and Tigurine tranflation render the word, A merchant, 


1 Judah begetieth Er; Onan, and Shelah. 6 Er mar- 
rieth Tamar, and dieth. Onan's trefpafs and death. 
Tamar flayeth for Shelah. 12 She deceiveth Fudah; 
27 to whom fhe beareth twins, Pharez and Zarah. 


N D it came to pafs, at that time, that Judah 
A went down from his brethren, and turned in to 
a certain Adullamite, whofe name was Hirah. 

2 And Judah faw there a daughter of a certain 
Canaanite whofe name was Shuah; and he took her, 
and went in unto her. 

3 And fhe conceived, and bare a fon; and he 
called his name Er. 

4 And fhe conceived again, and bare a fon; and 
called his name Onan. : 

5 And fhe yet again conceived, and bare a fon: 
and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, 
when fhe bare him. 

6 1 And Judah took a wife for Er his firftborn, 
whofe name was Tamar. 

And Er, Judah’s firftborn, was wicked in the 
fight of the Lonn; and the Lorp flew him. 

8 And Judah faid unto Onan, go in unto thy 
brother's wife, and marry her, and raife up feed to 
thy brother. 

g And Onan knew that the feed fhould not. be 
his: and it came to pafs, when he went in unto his 
brother’s wife, that he fpilled zt onthe ground, left 
that"he fhould give feed to his brother. 

1o And the thing which he did difpleafed the 
Lorp: wherefore he flew him alfo. 


SS yA a a a 


the people of Egypt were divided into three claffes, che king, the 
pricits, and the people. The priefts were an order in the higheft 
reverence for their piety, their confummate wifdoim, and their appli- 
cation to their ftudies. With their revenues, they fupplied all Egypt 
with public facrifices, fupported a number of inferior officers, and 
maintained their families. They were conftantly attached to the 
perfon of the king, as his coadjutors, counfellors, and inftruGors ; 
sere exempted from all charges and impofts, and-held the fecond 
honours under the king in the adminiftration. As Potiphar was 
prieft of On, or Heliopolis, which was fuperior in nobility to all | 
the other claffes of the priefthood, the terms ‘¢ officer of Pharaoh’s,” 
and ‘captain of the guard,” in our.tranflation, imply no more nor. 
lefs than that he was primie minifter, or chamberlain, to the Egyp- 
tian king. That he could nat belong to the foldiery is evident, be- 
egufe the Egyptian priefthood was always a feparate and diftinét 
order, whofe office was tranfmitted to their pofterity as an unalien- 
able inheritance. 
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this is what reafor’ teacties; and Se, really and firmly be- 
lieved as it ought eo be; would banifh df irduble from the breatts 
ofwmeén, it would huh all ftorms which -affault us on the fea of 
life; Gnto.a peaceful calm ; it. would pour a‘healing balm in every 
wold Wwe might receive in our war with the world; it would 
fwoetén every bitter cup which is neceffary for us to drink in the 
prefent flate of things, a =s ; 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXVIII 

1 And it came -ta pafi, at that time, &c.] Notwithftanding thefe 
words feem to conneét the following events with the preceding 
chapter, yet all the tranfations were not a@ually performed after 
Jofeph was fold into Egypt ; for Judah's marriage happened long 
before, even about the time that Jacob came ont of Mefopotamia 
into Canaan, though the facred hiftorian thought propes to place 


&c.”’ often refer in fcripture to a confiderable length of time pre- 
vious to the prefent. ; 

2 A cerinin Canaanite, &c.] A marriage with a Canganitith woman 
was oppofite to the received cuftom of his predeceffors, who guard- 
ed their fons from-muking any alliance with -this nation. The 


in which fenfe it is likewife fed, Prov. xxxi. 24. 

3 He called Lis name Er.] This is in Hebrew, A watch, or enemy. ' 

5 Shelab.] This fignifies in Hebrew, fomething that breaks, 

or unties ; fo that the names of all the three fons, which Judah had | 

Tne mat.h, prefaged their future misfortunes. 
O. qe 







Shelah my fon be grown: for he faid, Left perad- 
venture he die alfo, as his brethren did, And Tamar 
went and dwelt in her father’s houfe. 

1z-I And in procefs of time the daughter of 
Shuah Judah’s wife died ; and Judah was comforted, 
and went up unto his fheepfhearers to Timnath, he 
and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 

13 And it was told Tamar, faying, Behold thy father 
in law gocth up to Timnath to fhéer his fheep. 

14 And fhe put her widow’s garments off from her, 
and covered her with a veil, and wrapped herfelf, 
and fat in. an open place, which zs by the way to 
Timnath ; for fhe faw that Shelah was grown, and 
fhe was not given unto him to wife, 

15 When Judah faw her, he thought her éo de an 
harlot; becaufe fhe had covered her face. 

16 And he turned unto her by the way, and faid, 
Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for 
he knew not that fhe was his daughter in law.) And 
fhe faid, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayeft 
come in unto me ? 

17 And he faid, J will fend éhee a kid from the 
flock. And fhe faid, Wilt thou give mea pledge, 
till thou fend z¢ 2 

18 And he faid, What pledge fhall I give thee? 
And the faid, Thy fignet, and thy bracelets, and thy 
ftaff that zs ijnthinehand. And he gave ?t her, and 
came in unto her, and fhe conceived by him. 

1g And fhe arofe, and went away, and laid by her 
veil from her, and put on the garments of her 
widowhood. 

20 And Judah fent the kid by the hand of his friend 

j the 
And he was at Chexib, &c.] Notwithftanding the Septuagint, 
Samaritan, and Arabic read the word Céezib as the proper name of 
a place: yet the Vulgate, Chaldee, and Syriac render the fentence, 
And fhe ceafed to bear any more children after he was born. Gro- 
tius afferts, that the word is ufed to fignify, Ceafe, as in J/aiah xiii. 
11. but in the place quoted by this learned author, it may be ready 
Lye, or deceive, and is ufed in that fenfe, Micah i.14. The 
houfes of Achzib fhall be Achzah,” i.e. A lye. That the word 
is ufed for the proper name of a place, is evident from the laft quo- 
tation, and from JFo/ouaxv. 44. but if itis meant in that fenfe by 
the facred hiftorian, it muft have been by anticipation, becaufe ic 
received this name from the circumftance of Shuah’s delivery, whe- 
ther it was becaufe fhe then ceafed to bear, or that fhe was deli- 
vered of a {purious child, which feems to be intimated by thofe 
tranflations which lay a particular ftrefs on the abfence of Judah at 
the time of her delivery. 

q Wicked in the fight of the Lord, &c.| ‘This is in the Hebrew, In 

the eyes of the Lord; that isy remarkably, or exceflively wicked. 


_ GENE RA L REF: . Son CHAP. XXXVI. Though the {cripture is filent with refpect to the nature of his fin, 
This.ch fatly co Scat Sm oe yet the Jewiih rabbins pretend that it was the fame with that of his 
a a mcf oe God-prders every thing in the | brother, though from a motive quite different. 
him techat aff thing : far pone ae fe th = in 8 Go in unto thy brother's wife, &c.] Which was an Egyptian cuf- 
ae, ex SGT HOC fe that love Ss hi i i 
God.” This.is whe i ftrongly inculcate ; tom. -It was therefore no new thing, though adopted by Mofes in 


his inftitutes, Deus, xxv. 5- 

ai Remain a widvw, &c.] From this we may infer, that the 
contract of marriage in thofe days obliged the woman, in cafe her 
hufbaad died without iffue, to marry his next brother; and that as 
long as any of his brethren remained, they were bound to marry 
his wife, unlefs fhe had a child by any of the former. 

14. And fat in an open place, &c.] It is fiynificd in the original, 
that fhe fatin a place where two ways met. Among the Jews, as 
well as other nations, the harlots were not fuffered to ply in the 
ftreets, but haunted the common roads without the walls. 

15 Thought ber to be an harlot, becaufe foe had covered her face.) It 
may be afked, if the women in thofe days commonly wore veils, 
how could Judah imagine that Tamar was a harlot upon that ac- 
count? To this it may be replied, that though the words at firlt 
fight may feem to convey this fenfe, yet on mature confideration 
they fignify no more than that he did not know her tobe his daugh- 
ter in law; the word tranflated ‘harlot’ is by the Samaritan ren- 
dered a vagabond, or one without the city, the ufual haunts of prof- 
titutes; and Judah finding her in that fituation, might very well 


take her to hea proftitate, becaufe fhe was veiled ; which he would | 


not, nay, he could not have done, had her veil been off, and he,had 
feen his daughter in law. 

18 Thy bracelets, &c.] This is in the Hebrew, a fearf or girdle. 
The Chaldee renders jt, Handkerchief; butit is varioufly rendered 
by the Syriac and Arabic, which tranflate it fornething twifted, &c. 
It feems indeed to have been made of gold, twifted in the manner 
of a thread, and fufpended from the neck, not, like a bracelet, 
from the arm. . 

Bs 21 Where 
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Pharez and Zarah born. 


GENESIS. Fofeph advanced in Potiphar’s houfe. 
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Before the Adullamite, to receive Ars pledge from the wa- 
ARIST yan’s hand: buthe foundher not. . 
1787, “a1 Then he afked the men of that place, faying, 
Where is the charlot, that was openly by the way 
fide? And they faid, There was no harlot in ‘this 
‘place. 

# a2 And he returned to Judah, and faid, I cannot 
find her; and alfo the men of the place fuaid, that 
there was noharlot in this place. ‘ 

23 And Judah faid, Let her'take 7 to her, left we 
be afhamed: behold, I fent this kid, and thou haft 
not found her. 

24 And it came to pafs about three months after, 
that it was told Judah, faying, Tamar thy daughter 
in Jaw hath played theharlot; and alfo behold, fhe zs 
with child ‘by whoredom. And Judah faid, Bring 
her forth, and let her be burnt. 

25 When fhe was brought forth, fhe fent to her 
father in law, faying, By the man, whofe thefe are, am 
I with child: and fhe faid, Difcern, I pray thee, whofe 
are thefe, the fignet, and bracelets, and ftaff. 

26 And Judah acknowledged them, and faid, She 
hath been more righteous than I; becaufe-that I 
gave her not to Shelah my fon. And he knew her 
again no more. 

27 2 And it came to pafs in the time of her tra- 
vail, that, behold, twins were in her womb. 

28 And it came to pafs, when fhe travailed, that 
the one put out hs hand : and the midwife took and 
bound upon his hand a {carlet thread, faying, This 
came out firft. 

2g And it came to pafs, as he drew back his hand, 
that, behold, his brother came out; and fhe faid, 
How haft thou broken forth ? this breach be upon 
thee: therefore his name was called Pharez. 

go And afterward came out his brother, that had 
the fcarlet thread upon his hand: and his name was 
called Zarah. 


1729. 





21 Whereis the harlot, &c.] The Hebrew word ufed in this verfe 
is hede/hahy which implies fomething facred 3 accordingly we are of 
opinion that the was one of thofe women who worthipped Baal- 
phegor, or fome other impure deity, by an annual proftitution. 

23 Lift we beufbamed, &c.) ‘This is inthe Hebrew, Become a 
contempt. The Septuagint, Chaldee, and Syriac, render it, Lett 
we fhould be a derifion. 

26 She bath been mere righteous than I, &.] 'Vhis is in the 
Chaldee, She is juftified, fhe hath conceived by me. In the Sama- 
rita, She is truer than me; in the Syriac, She is more innocent 
than I; andin the Arabic, She has faid truly that it was by me. i 

29 This breach be upon thee, &c.] i.e. Be thou for ever called : 
irruption or breach ; which is the meaning of the word Pharez. 
Perhaps the confidered this circumftance as the prefage of a future 
rupture between the tw6 brothers for the right of primogeniture. 

30 Zura#.|] Thisisinthe Hebrew, He arifeth; becaule, like the 
fin, he had givena fign of his coming, by putting our hishand; or 
trum the Arabic, Zaruha, To move, on account of the motion hekad 
made, by withdrawing hishand. It is remarkable that Jofephus 

“ has omitted the fubject of this chapter in his hiftory ; a liberty he 
generally takes with the feripture, whenever it records any tran{- 
actions that are not for the credit of the Jews his countrymen. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXVIIL 


We fee with regard to the conduSt of Judah, the moral turpitude of 
the a¢tion filed him with confcious fhame, and made him rather 
chufe to fuffer the lofs of his property, than blemifh his reputa-~ 
tion, by making any further fearch after a perfon of her churaéter. 
From whence we may learn, that this crime, however lightly 
made of in thefe days, was accounted highly fhameful in thofe 
early times. : ; 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXIX. 

1 Fyiph was brought dows, &c.}] This isin the Hebrew, Jofeph 
was made to defcend into Egypt; and the expreffion is extremely 
proper: firlt, becaufe his defient was involuntary ; and, fecondly, 
becitufe Egypt being fituated in a lower ground, his journey thither 
was properly a'defcent. The hiftorian now refumes his hiftory, 
which had'been interrupted’ by the tranfattions relative to Judah's 
family, highly vecedary to our tracing the genealogy of our bleffed 
Saviour, as will appear co the reader, on a perufal of the firtt chapter 
of Sr. Matthew. 

v2 dud the Lord was serth Ffeth.) This is in the Chaldee, The 
word ef the Lord was an help to Jofeph. The Pfalmitt informs us, 
that Ged femt him for certain wife purpofes into this country, cv. 
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J great wickcdnefs, and fin againft God ? 


Pn oe re en Nam TC Ys 


C H A PL XXXIX, 


1 Fofephis advanced in Potiphar’s houfe. 7 Werefificth 
hus miftrefs’s temptation, ts falfely accufed by her, and 
cafiinto prifon. 21 Godis with him there. 


ND Jofeph was brought down to Egypt: and 

Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the 
guard, an Egyptian, bought him of the hands of the 
Ifhmeelites, which had brought him down thither. 

2 Andthe Lory was with Jofeph, and he was 2 
profperous man; and he was in the houle of his 
mafler the Egyptian. . 

g And his mafter faw that the Lorn was with him, 
and that the Loxp made all that he did to prafper 
in his hand. ; 

4 And Jofeph found grace in his fight, and he 
ferved him: and he made him overfeer over his 
houfe, and all éhaé he had he putinto his hand. 

§ And it came to pafs from the time éhat he had 
made him overfeer in his houfe, and ovér all that he 
had, thatthe Lorn bleffed the Egyptian’s houfe for 
Jofeph’s fake; and the bleffing of the Lorp was 
upon all thathe had inthe houfe, and in the field. * 

6 And he left all that he had in Jofcph’s hand; 
and he knew not aughthe had, fave the bread which 
he did eat. And Jofeph was a goodly gerfon, and 
well favoured. : 

7 Z And it came to pafs after ihefe things, that 
his mafter’s wife caft her eyes upon Jofeph ; and fhe 
faid, Lie with me. 

8 But he refufed, and faid unto his mafter’s wife, 
Behold, my mafter wotteth not what 7s with me in 
the houfe, and he hath committed all thar he hath 
to my hand ; ‘3 

9 There ts none greater in this houfe than I; nei- 
ther hath he kept back any thing from me but thee, 
becaufe thou art his wife: how then can I do this 


10 And 


Tne 





and the patriarch himfelf avows the fame, chap. xlv. ¢. His ex- 
traordinary viciflicude from the abjesi flare of flavery to the higheft 
pott of honour, ftrongly marks the interpofition of dis ine Providence, 
which afflicts to blefs, and humbles to exalt us. ‘ 

and he vas in the daufiy &c.]  Jofeph’s maker gave him a liberal 
education, treated him in a manner Superior to his condition, and 
smade him overfeey of his houfhold, xc. 4 

6 He kueww not aught—firve the bread, &c.) 'Thisis inthe Arabic, 
He did not look into any thing that he had, fave che meat, &¢ 
This conveys the idea oi a Loundlefs contidence in Jofeph's inte- 
grity ; and, at the fame time, raifes the character of the matter above 
the conception of the ungencrous:and fudpicious, 

Cafi ber eyes, &c.]_ ‘Vhis-is in‘the Hebrew; Lift up her eyes. 
Modefty is celebrated fora downtelt look; and is fearful to itare any 
perfon in the face. But Ju gazes undaunted, “and, by amorous 
‘glances endeavours to Captivate the object of. -defire, as Jofeph’s 
miltrefs endeavcured to captivate him by her Jooks. 

8 But he r-fufzd, and faid—Behold, my mafier, &e-], Thecrime of 
ingratitude is both fhameful and heinous indeed; this was ftrongly 
urged-by Jofeph againft committing the crime ro which. he.was fo 
ftrongly excited. As a, man, fuch conduét towards oue-of his own 
equals was abfolutely indefenfible ;. but from a fervant to-his matter, 
who hed highly careffed and honoared him, and Joaded ‘him with 
fignal favours, it was fo utterly unnatural, that whoever attempted 
it mult be extravagantly wicked, and funk to the very loweilt de- 
gree of degeneracy. Ingratitude, added to adultery, would have 
rendered what is, in itfelf; one of the fouleft tains to man’s nature, 
infinitely more black and deteftable, and have {welled the guilt of 
itto fo vatta fize, that it would fcarce have admitted of any further 
aggravation. When we re¢olle¢t all the inftances we have met with 
in our reading, we cannot find one fo generous, fo honeit, and fo 
noble, as that of Jofeph. When his matter had trufted hiin fo un- 
refervediy, he was fo unhappy asto appear irrefiftibly beautiful to 
his miftrefs; but when this thamelefs woman proceeds to folicit him, 
how gallant is his anfwer! ‘The fameargument which a bafe mind 
would have made to itfelf for committing the evil, was to this brave 
man the greateft motive for forbearing it, that he could with im- 
unity do it. 

9 How can L do this great wickednefi, &c.] We fee Jofeph a flave, 
and ina ftrange country; he was tempted by a lafcivious and a 
vindiétive :niitrefs ; had he complied, he could have keen fure both 
of fecrecy and rewards ; would have been firmly rooted in his place, 
and been preferred te greater‘honour ; bucif he refitted, he ould ex- 
pect nothing Iefs than to be accufed and treated like a criminal, to be 
deprived of his place, and to lofe his Jiberty, his fame, and perhaps 

his 
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Fofeph Sabfely accufed. 


Before 


10 And it came to pafs, as fhe fpake to Jofeph 


CHRIST a,y by day, that he hearkened not to her, to lie by 


1729. 


her, ov to be with her. 
11 And it came to pafs about this time, that Fofeph 


went into the houfe to do his bufinefs ; and there was! 


none of the men of the houfe there within. 

12 And fhe caught him by his garment, faying, 
Lie with me: and he left his garment in her hand, 
and fled, and got him out. : 

19 And it came to pafs, when fhe faw that he had 
left his garment in her hand, and was fled forth, 

14 That fhe called unto the men of her houfe, and 
fpake unto them, faying, See, he hath brought in an 
Hebrew unto us to mock us; he came in unto me to 
lie with me, and I cried with aloud voice: 

15 And it came to pafs, when he heard that I lifted 
up my voice and cried, that he left his garment with 
me, and got him out. 

16 And fhe laid up his garment by her, until his 
lord came home. 

17 And fhe fpake unto him according to thefe 
words, faying, The Hebrew fervant which thou haft 
brought unto us, came in unto me to mock me: 

18 And it cameto pafs, as I lifted up my voice and 
cried, thathe left his garment with me and fled out. 

1g And itcame to pafs, when his mafter heard the 
words of his wife, which fhe fpake unto him, faying, 
After this manner did thy fervant to me; that his 
wrath was kindled. 

20 And Jofeph’s mafter took him, and put him 
into the prifon, a place where the king’s prifoners 
were bound: and he was there in the prifon. 

21 @ But the Lorp was with. Jofeph, and fhewed 
him mercy, and gave him favour in the fight of the 


keeper of the prifon. 

his life ; yet all this could not influence him. Deaf to the folicita- 
tions of his miftrefs, he choofes to fubmit to chains, to ignominy, 
to death, rather than he guilty of fo foul a crime, and fin againft God. 
From hence we may learn, that the fear of God is a moft effectual 
prefervative againft all criminal indulgences. It was this that re: 
ftrained Jofeph from complying with’ the loofe folicitations of his 
miftrefs ; and will have the fame effeét on all mankind upon all other 
occafions, and in every fcene of life. It ftrikes every paffion, every 
{pring of human aétion, and includes in it all the molt powerful 
motives by which the conduét of mankind is determined. "If inte 
reft be the principal thing that fivays us, furely that cannot be fo 
certainly promoted, as by, the fecuring the favour of God, and 
avoiding his difpleafure. If weare governed by our fears, he is the 
mott formidable being in the univerfe to a mind that has perverted its 
faculties, and tranfgreffed the laws of its maker. If by hope, he is 
the fupreme good. If by e moft amiable and perfect 
excellence. If by grasitnde or of all our felicity. 

10 She fpake—day by day eds convey avery high 
idea of the patriaréhivs chat Fal again fo mahy 
repeated affaults; apd his b¥As as great a tefti- 
mony of his confummate prid ; 

11 About this time, 8c} RE: teal 
day ; which the Vulgates-Septns aldees* 
and Arabic, have faithfallg? yende 2 Ie was R public feftival, to 
which the had avoided goitg. ‘ander pretence that fhe was ill. 

13 He left bis garment, &e-J “This isin the aiicient tranflations, 
A cloak or. mantle ; which he might eafily have quicted, in order 
to tree himfelf from her embraces. - =. : 

20 Put him into prifor, Bol Vt appears from the Pfalmift, that 















é On a certain 
amuritan, Syriac, 





» the patriarch was treated with the:freateft rigour and inhumanity. 


He was fecured with-fetters, which ate into his fleth, or put him to 
the moft exquifite tortures, Pla/a cv, 18. he was thruft down into 
the moft noifome place of the prifon, Such were the fufferings of 
Jofeph, which he endured without murmuring, and fubmitted, like 
our bleffed Saviour, without attempting to refute the charge which 
malice had forged, and paflion had believed. 

at The Lord avas with Fofeph.] He feems now to have been quite 
Joft, and abandoned to mifery and defpair ; but vain are the coun- 
{cls of man ; for this very circumftance was the occafion of his being 
introduced into the prefence of Pharaoh, and of his appearing again 
on the flage of the world with extraordinary luftre and dignity, for 
the prefervation and fupport of his own family, which afterward 
fprang up into a great and flourifhing people. 

dud gave him favour, &c.] This fuddeni’ revolution in the cir- 
cumftances of Jofeph we may afcribe not only to the interpofition of 
Providence, but likewife to his graceful appearance, and to his in- 
duftry and fidelity in difcharging the goal-keeper’s command; in 
reward for which he rendered the rigours of his confinen:ent more 
tolerable, and treated him better than the re{t of his prifoners, 
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4 Jofeph’s hand all the prifoners that were in the pri- 
fon; and whatfoever they did there, he was the doer 
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22 And the keeper of the prifon committed to 


of tt. 
23 The keeper of the prifon looked not to any 
thing ¢hat was under his hand; becaufe the Lorn 


|was with him, and that which he did, the Lorp 


made zt to profper: 

CHAP. XL. 

4 Pharaoh's butler and baker. in prifin are commiited to 
Fofeph’s charge. 6 He interpreteth their dreams, 20 
which come to pafs according to Fofeph’s interpretation. 

oe D it came to pafs after thefe things, that the 

butler of the king of Egypt and Azs baker had 

offended their lord the king of Egypt. . 

2 And Pharaoh was wroth againft two of his offi- 
cers; againft the chief of the butlers, and.againft the 
chief of the bakers. 

3 And he put them in ward in the houfe of the 
captain of the guard, into the prifon, the place where 
Jofeph was bound. or 

4 And the captain of the guard charged Jofeph 
with them, and he ferved them: and they continued 
a feafon in watd. 

5 & And they dreamed adream both of them, 
each man his dream in one night, cach man accord- 
ing to the interpretation of his dream, the butler and 
the baker of the king of Egypt, which were bound in 
the prifon. = A 

6 And Jofeph came in to them in the; morning, 
and looked upon them, and; behold, they were fad. 

7 And he afked Pharaoh’s officers that were with 
him in the ward of his lord’s houfe, faying, Where- 
fore look ye fo fadly to day ? 

; ee ; 8 And 





‘GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIX. . 


The hillory of Jofeph is one of the fineft and moft remarkable in the 
> feripturés, which affords us the cleareft evidence of the providence 
of God, condudting all things with amazing and ftupendous wif- 
dom, and making all things tend to promote the happinefs of them 
; that love and fearhim. We are led to admire and adore the ways 
-of divine wifdom, which makes ufec -en of the wickednefs of men 
to accomplifh his defigns. God's defign-was, to raife Jofeph to 
fuch a degree of greatnefs and power, as fhould oblige his bre- 
‘ thren to bow down humbly before him ; Jo‘eph’s brethren oppofed 
. 3t3; but what they did to humble him, was the firft ftep by which 
God led him to elevation and glory ; and the horrible calumny of 
his unchafte miftrefs, which feemed to complete his misforunes, 
was the circumftance which advanced him almoft to the throne. 
This may afford us great comfort under all our troubles, as we 
may from hence be affured, that God can make whatever fhall be 
defigned againit us, the,means of promoting our real good. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XL, 

1 The butler—aud the baker) From the fecond verfe it is evident 
that thefe were men in confiderable pofts in the king’s houfhold, 
where they were ftyled in the Hebrew, /arefai, which, as we have 
{een ia the note on chap xxxviii. 36. implies an officer of fome high 
and confiderable rank, : 

Had offended, &c.] We are not informed of the crime for which 
thefe perfons were committed; fome have ther¢fore imagined, that 
it may be inferred from the word tranflated ¢ lift upthine head,’’ 


| ver. 13. which fignifies, To reckon or examine an account, that they 


were accufed of embezzling the king’s treafure, by bringing in fale 
accounts, &c. &c. * 

3 fn the boufe of the captain of the guard] It feems by this title, 
that Potiphar,'Jofeph’s formér mafter, was the warden of this prifon, 
and if fo, we need not wonder that Jofeph’s confinement was fo eafy. 
Refer to chap. xxxvii 36. . 

Was bound.\ This fhould have been rendered, according to the 
Vulgate, Chaldee, and Arabic, Where Jofeph had been bound, or 
imprifoned ; becaufe ifis evident from the clofe of the xaxixth chap- 
ter, that he was releafed from his chains, and employed as adepury- 

4 dnd the captain of the guard charged Fofeph with them.]_ No 
doubr Poriphar, his old mafter, who muft have now been convineed 
of his innocence, by the confidence he placed in him; though to 
conceal. the difhonour of his wife, he ftill confined him. 

A feafor inward] The word tranflated <«« feafon,” fignifies, Days 
or years. The Vulgate renders it, A little while ; the Chaidee, 
Some days; and the Arabic, “Chey were detaincd for fome time. 
The Englith word ‘* ward,”’ fignifies, Cuftoedy or guard. 

5 Each man according to the izterfrctation of bis dican, &.} i.e. 
Their dreams were véry fuitable to the refpestive offices they held, 
and to the ¢ ents that were to happen to them fomg time after. 
2 8 Do 


Pharaoh's butler and baker. 
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 Fofeph interpreteth 
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Pharaoh's two dreams. 





epee, 8 And they faid unto him, We have dreamed a 
1718, dream, arid ¢here is no interpreter of it. And Jofeph 
faid unto them, Do not interpretations belong to God? 

tell me them, I pray you. 

g And the chief butler rold his dream to Jofeph, 
and faid unto him, In my dream, behold, a vine was 
before me; . 

10 And in the vine were three branches: and it was 
as though it budded,andher bloffoms fhot forth; and 
the cluiters thereof brought forth ripe grapes : 

11 And Pharaoh’s cupzwas in my hand: and I took 
the grapes, and preffed them imto Pharaoh’s cup, and 
I gave the cupinto Pharaoh’s hand. ~ 

12 And Jofeph faid unto him, This és the interpre- 
tation of it. The three branches are three days: 

#3 Yet within three days fhall Pharaoh tift up thine 
head, and reftore thee unto thy place: and thou fhalt 
deliver Phardoh’s cup into his hand, after the former 
manner when thou waft his butler. E 

14 But think on me when it fhall be well with thee, 
and fhew kindnefs, I pray thee, unto me, and make 
mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of 
this houfe : 

15 For indeed I was Rtolen away out of the land 
of the Hebrews: and here alfo have I done nothing 
that they fhould put me into the dungeon. 

16 When the chief baker faw that the interpreta- 
tion was good, he faid unto Jofeph, I alfo was in my 
dream, and, behold, J had three white bafkets on my 
head: — 

' 2% And in the uppermoft bafket there was of all 
manner of bakemeats for Pharaoh: and the birds did 
eat them out of the bafket upon my head. 


a CNA SOY TNR SEO A RL SOE BEN ERI OE LE AN SSIS 

8° Do not interpretations belong te God, &c.} Jofeph, in this quef- 
tiony may feem to allude to their opinion, which was, that the gods 
were the authors of dreams, and that the Egyptian priefts who inter- 
preted them on thé principles of fymbolical hieroglyphics, were 
affifted by them, efpecialy as they imagined that hieroglyphic 
writing was given to the gods likewife. The argument might like- 


wife be purfued : you acknowledge that your deities are the authors [ 


of dreams, and affift your priefts in interpreting them} why will 
you not acknowledge that God whom I ferve is poffeffed of equal 
power, and can enable me to interpret your dreams, as well as your 
deities can enable their votaries to give an explanation. 

13 Fofeph faid unto him, This is the interpretation, &c.] It is a re- 
ceived opinion, that our dreams generally confift of fuch images as 
make a ftrong impreffion upon our minds when awake. ‘The ideas 
which compofed the dream cf the chief butler countenance this 
opinion ; and the interpretation which Jofeph gave of it as ftrongly 
fupport what we faid, in the preceding notes, concerning the prin- 
ciples and art-of interpretation ofdreams. That the three branches 
would fignify three days, conld not be dedeced from any of.the 
fymbolic chara@ters in Horapollo, or from the rales of Artemidorus, 
though the reftoration ef thé butler poffibly might ; whence then 
did Jofeph acquire his interpretation ? The fcripture inferms us, | 
ver. 8. from God. 

13 Lift up thine bead, &c.] The Hebrew word, tranflated © lift 
up,” fignifies to reckon, mofter, or to audit an account, and rs, 
the word tranflated « head,” fignifies likewife an aggregate, or fum 
total of any number added together, as may be perceived from 
comparing Exod. xxx. 12. with Namé. i, 49. wherein both thefe 
words are ufed in that fenfe; hence we may infer, that their opinion 
is plaufible who imagine, that the crime for which thefe delinquents 
were committed, was for a fraud, or bringing in falfe accounts; and 
‘that when ‘they were audited, the butler’s account appeared to be 
juft, while that of the baker was confirmed to be fraudulent and 
falfe. Our ¢ranflators have therefore been thought to have ren- 
‘dered this fentence too literally, as it implies that both the butler 
and baker would have met with the fame tate, which is contrary to 
fat. We muft not admir, that fome commentators apprehend the 
“fentence implies only that Pharaoh wonld mufter or number the but-i 
ler among his ‘fervants ; and, to fuppore this fenfe, pretend that on 
certain days the names or mutter rol! of all the officers of his court 
were called over, and fitch as heinoufly offended’ were ftruck out of 


‘the roll, while the lefs guilty were pardoned, releafed from prifon, § 


_ and reftored; the zcth verfe of this chapter is referred to as fupport- 
‘ing this conjeéture, but it muft he wretted miferably to fupport it. 
If the former expreffion fhould ‘be objected to, it may fuffice to 
‘add, that the lifting up a perfon’s head is often ufed in fcripture to 


Aignify deliverance from mifery, or the reftoring of a perfon to his}, 


‘ former dignity ; thus did Evil-merodach lift up the head of Jehoi- 
achin king of Judah, 2 Kings xxv.27. 


of his head,” Pyalmiii. 3. The ancient tranflations confirm this fenfe, 
by rendering the word Pharaoh fhall remember thee, or thy office, 
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by the river. 


with a vifion in: thé bors 

humanity to hae£6 Foon forget 

j done him a remarkable piece of fervice, and was left by him lan- 
guifhing in a confinement which be‘had never merited <, but luxury 

and grandeur too foon corrupt the mirid, blunt its ferfe of focial 


Vhus the Pfalmift, when’}; 
reltored to his kingdom, after-he had been obliged to fly from thence.{. 
by his fon Abfalom, addrefies himfelf to God, as ‘¢ the lifter up.j- 


18 And Jofeph anfwered and faid, This zs the in- Before 


terpretation thereof: The three bafkets arc three 


deys: 


19 Yet within three days fhall Pharaoh Lift up thy 


‘head from off thee, and fhall hang thee on a tree; 


and the birds fhall eat thy fleth from off thee. 

20 I And it came to pafs the third day, which was 
Pharaoh’s birthday, that he made a feaft unto all his 
fervants: and he lifted up the head of the chief butler 
and of the, chief baker among his fervants, 

21 And he reftored the chief butler unto his but- 
lerfhip again; and he gave the cup into Pharaoh’s 
hand: 

22 But he hanged the chief baker: as Jofeph had 
interpreted to them. 

23 @ Yet did not the chief butler remember Jo- 
feph, but forgat him. 


Cc H A P., xXLIL 


1 Pharaoh's two dreams. g His butler telleth him of 
Fofeph. 14 Pharaoh fendeth for and confulteth him. 
25 He interpreteth the dreams, and giveth Pharaoh 
counfel. 38 Fofeph is advanced, and marrieth an 
Egyptian wife. 46 His wife provifion in the years of 
plenty. 50 Ephraim and Manaffch are born to him. 
53 The famine beginneth. “ 


that Pharaoh dreamed: and, behold, he ftood 


A N D it came to pafs at the end of two full years, 


2 And, behold, there came up out of the river 


feven well-favoured kine and fatflefhed; and they 
fed in a meadow. 


g And, 


re 
14. But think on me avhen it fhall be well with thee, &c.} Thos Jo- 

feph being divinely affured of the certainty of his predi@ions, con- 

jures him vo think on the perfon who foretold the h 

to enjoy in a fhore time. 


happinefs he was 


16 On my head.| It was cuftomary for Egyptian men to’ carry 


their burdens on their heads, but the women on their fhoulders. 


19 Thy head from of thee, &c.] 'Thebaker, in relating his dream 


to Jofeph, had, ver.17. made ufe of the Hebrew words meal roi, 
“upon my head;”’ and in interpreting the dream, Jofeph echoes 
the words back again to him in this fentence, ry4eka mealeka, tran{- 
lated, ‘thy head from off thee.” Though it may {eem ftrange to 
find the hiftorian afferting, that the baker fhould be beheaded firft, 
and hanged afterwards; yet it was cuftomary to behead a criminal, 
and thentohanghimup- Jeremiah feems to confirm this affertion, 
when he laments, that ‘the princeswere hanged up by their hands,” 
Lam. v.12. which intimates that they had before loft their heads., 


23 Yer did not the chief butler remember Fafeph, &c.] This charge 


argues him not only to have been guilty of ingratitude, but of a 
breach of promife, and of inhumanity likewife. 

have been a man. of narrow saindsts bi 
pleafures of a court, ag.t0-4 
lately efcaped ; he x 
of the perfon who. ha freed: 


He mutft certainly 
‘fo foon corrupted with the 













igerfrom whence he had fo 
Binet to have loft all fenfe 
d ind tron ansditty, when tormented 
the horrors of #prifon; he muft have been void of 
petien the:miferies of a perfon who had 


have peri’ 


happinefs, and oblitetate every generaits femtiment of pxief and phi- 
lanthropy. 4 ae oo Orr 


GENERAL ‘REFLECTIONS ow CHAP. XL. 


Though fevere and unjuft the treatinent which Jofeph met with, ha 


never let fall the leaft word of murmuring:or complaint. The 
great point he kept always in view was, todo his duty, what- 
ever cafe or ftation he was in. He never abandoned himfelf to- 
defpair whilft he was 3 bond-flave, but gave himfelf up intirely to 
the fervice of his mafter. When condemned unjuitly, he had 
too much gencrofity to make any remonftrances to bring difho- 
nour on his mafter, though he might have vindicated himfelf 
thereby. And when prudence here required him to recommend 
himfelf to the chicf butler, he does it with fuch moderation 

and charity,.as cannot be fpfliciently.admired: ‘ For indeed I 

was ftolen away out of rhe land of the Hebrews, and here alfo 1 

have done nothing that they fhauld put me into the dungeon.” 

He neither names his brethren who had fold him, nor his miltrefs 

who had unjuttly accufed him. . 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLI. 

: Ube fizad by the river.) i.e. By the Nile. 

2 There came up out of the river.] Egypt owed its fertility to the 
overflow ing of the Nile, and thefe fat and lean kine are with great 
propriety reprefeated as rising out of that river. ¢ 
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3 And, behold, feven other kine came up after 
them out of the river, ill favoured and leanflefhed ; 
and ftood by the other kine upon the brink of the 
river. 

4 And the ill-favoured and leanflefhed kine did 
cat up the fevcn well favoured and fat kine. So Pha- 
raoh awoke. 

5 And he flept and dreamed the fecond time: 
and, bchold, feven ears of corn came up upon one 
ftalk, rank and good, 

6 And, behold, feven thin ears and blafted with 
the caft wind fpung up after them. 

7 And the feven thin ears devoured the feven rank 
and full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and, behold, z¢ 
was a dream. 

8’ And it came to pafs in the morning that his 
{pirit was troubled; and he fentand called forall the 
magicians of Egypt, and all the wife men thereof: and 
Pharaoh told them his dream: but there was none 
that could interpret them unto Pharaoh. 


9 @ Then fpake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, 


faying, I do remember my faults this day: 

10 Pharaoh was wroth with his fervants, and put 
me inward in the captain of the guard’s houfe, both 
me and the chicf baker: 

11 And we dreamed a dream in onc night, I and 
he; we dreamed cach man according to the inter- 
pretation of his dream. 

12 And there was there with us a young man, an 
Hebrew, fervant to the captain of the guard; and 
we told him, and he interpreted to us our dreams; to 
each man according to his dream he did interpret. 

13 And it came to pafs, as he interpreted to us, fo 
it was; me he reftored unto mine office, and him he 


hanged. 2 

14 @ Then Pharaoh fent and called Jofeph, and 
they brought him haftily out of the dungeon: and 
he fhaved himfelf, and changed his raiment, and 
e¢ame in unto Pharaoh. 

15 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, I have dreamed 
a dream, and fheve is none that can interpret it: and 
J have heard fay of thee, ¢haé thou canft underftand 
a dream to interpret it. 


In a meadav.] The word in the original is baachv, which is 
Egyptian, refembles the Arabic acham, pools, or places overflown 
with water; and may be tranflated, Luxuriant paitures, caufed by 
the overflowing of the Nile. It fignifies, A flag, which wasa com- 
mon name given to every vegetable that grows in a marfhy place. 

3 Upon the brink of the sé@ere} The averflowing of the Nile being 
the caufe of fruitfuinefs, of cgarte wheledts waters were fo included 
within its banks that the ‘kinésgeforted-thither for drink, nothing 
celfe but famine could be expeéted, .- Thus.if any one fees a river 
overfiown, it is a fign of ferulity; butariver. funk within its banks, 
is a fign of want. Pee ; e el 

8 She magicians, &e.] Inver. 8. of the preceding chapter, we 
have obferved that the interpretation of dreams made up a conti- 
derable part of the ancient pagan religion’; and the Egyptian pricits 
were the -firft who profeffed this -art. ‘Their interpretation was 
founded on the fymbolic hieroplyphics, in which they were deeply 
read, and which are generally believed to have been given them by 
the gods. This fyftem of facred learning was not only preferved 
by them in characters termed facred, but hkewife recorded in a dia- 
leét of their own invention, and alfo deemed facred. 

g L do remember my faults, &c.] This may imply more than a 
dare recollection of the fault for which he had been committed, the 
confeffion of which included a tacit acknowledgment of Pharaoh’s 
mercy ; for it may be fuppofed to imply likewife, 2 confcioufnefs 
of his being ungrateful to Jofeph, in forgetting his requeft to make 
ufe of his interett with Pharaoh for his Iberation. 

14 They broughe him haftily.} It is in the Hebrew, They made 
him run. 

He foazed bimfilf, &c.] Jofeph fecms to have copied the man- 
ners of the Egyptians and other oriental nations, who ufed in times 
of diftrefs to let their beards grow, but at other feafons to fhave, 
and appear remarkably: clean in linen garments. . 

15 Lhat then canft unierfland a dream, &¢-|  Thisis in the He- 
brew, Thou wilt hear a dream to interpret it.’ But it muft be ob- 
ferved, that the word can: fignifies hoth to hear and to underftand. 
‘The Samaritan confirms the literal fenfe, by reading, When thou 
hatt heard dreams, thou canft interpret them; and the Chaldee and 
Arabic fupport this meaning. 

16 Lt is not iz mey &C.] In this reply, Jofeph difclaims the rules 
of interpretation ufed by the Egyptian pricfts, and avribes all his 
knowledge to God. ? 
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who interpreteth the dreams. 


16 And Jofeph anfwered Pharaoh, faying, Jé 7s not Before 


in me: God fhall give Pharaoh an anfwer of peace. 

17 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, In my dream, 
behold, I ftood upon the bank of the river : 

18 And, behold, there came up out of the river 
feven kine fatflefhed and well favoured ; and they 
fed in a meadow: ‘ 

1g And, behold, feven other kine came up after 
them, poor and very ill favoured and leanflcfhed, fuch 
as I never faw in all the land of Egypt for badnefs: 

20 And the Ican and the ill favoured kine did eat 
up the firft feven fat kine: 

21 And when they had eaten them up, it could not 
be known that they had eaten them; but they were 
ftill ill favoured, as at the beginning. So I awoke. 

22 And I faw in my dream, and, bchold, feven 
ears came up in one {ftalk, full and gogd : 

23 And, behold, feven ears, withefted, thin, and 
blafted with the eaft wind, {fprung up after them: 

24 And the thin ears devoured the feven good 
ears: and I told this unto the magicians; but there 
was none that could declare zé to me. 

25H And Jofeph faid unto Pharaoh, The dream 
of Pharaoh is one: God hath fhewed Pharaoh what 
he zs about to do. 

26 The feven good kine are feven years; and the 
feven good ears are {even years: the dream is one. 

' 27 And the feven thin and ill favoured kine that 


came up after them are feven years; and the feven - 


empty ears blafted with the eaft wind fhall be feven 
years of famine. 

28 This zs the thing which I have fpoken unto 
Pharaoh: What God zs about to do he fheweth unto 
Pharaoh. ; 

29 Behold, there come feven years of great plenty 
throughout all the land of Egypt: 

go And there thall arife after them feven years of 
famine; andall the plenty fhall be forgottenin theland 
of Egypt; and the famine fhall confume the land ; 

gi And the plenty fhall not be known in the land 
by reafon of that famine following; for it shall be 
very grievous. 

32 And forthat the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh 

twice ; 


EP LTE TAT SAR EI LTO, ES LE Rs ALN ESE TN A a NTE SL TA 
19 Pharaoh faid unto Fofeph, &c.) Telling both his dreams in amore 


ample manner, though to the fame purpofe, than before related. 

18 There came up out of the river, &c.} -In dreams, phantafme 
were fuperftitioufly thought to be fymbolical; God, therefore, wher 
it was his good pleafure to fend dreams to Pharaoh, made the foun- 
dation of them two well known fymbols; and this, doubtlefs, in 
order to engage the dreamer’s more ferious attention = but then, to 
confound the Egyptian interpreters of dreams, thefe dreams were 
fo circumftanced with matter foreign to the principles of their art, 
that there was need of an interpretation from above. . : 

2 ; The dream of Pharaoh is one] The meaning of this expreffion 
is thus explained in the Arabic, The fenfe or meaning of the two 
dreams is one, or the fame. 

Cod hath foewed Pharaoh, &c.] i.e. The dream is a predi&tion 
of fome future event. The Jewith rabbins pretend that the magi 
had interpreted the kine to fignify the daughters of Pharaoh, 

26 The feven good kine) Pharaoh had two dreams, one of the 
feven kine, the other of feven ears of corn. Both of thefe phan- 
tafms were fymbols of Egypt; the ears, denoting its extinguifhed 
fertility ; the kine, its great tutelary patronefs, fis. Pharaoh knew 
thus much without an interpreter: and hence arofe his folicitude 
and anxiety to underftand the reft, as a matter that concerned the 
public: accordingly when Jofeph came to decypher thefe dreams, 
he does not tell the king that the two fevens denoted feven years in 
Egypt, but fimply feven ycars. 

dre feven years, &c.] We are informed, that kine fignify years: 
likewife we are informed, that cows denote time, or feafons ; if they 
be fat, they fiygnified fruitful feafons ; but lean, fearcity or dearth. 

30 The famine foall confume, &c.] ‘This circamftance was plainly 
fignified, ver. 20. by the lean kine eating up the fat ones. 

32 Dinbled—sevice—becaufe the thing is chablifoed by Gad, 8c.} 
The Nile is the natural caufe of plenty or famine in Egypt; for 
when that river in its natural overhowing rifes only twelve cubits, a 
famine enfues ; when-fourtecn, they havea good year ;' when fifteen, 
very good; and if it rifes to fixteen, they have a luxuriant plenty. 
Now that this river fhould overflow fo largely for feven years fuc- 
ceffively as to produce an extraordinary plenty, and during the net 
feven years rife fo little as to lay a long and grievous famine, is a 
circumftance out of the common courfe of nature, could only be 
caufed by the interpofition of Providence, and could only be foies 
feen and foretold by the omnifcient Deity. 
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twice ; :¢ is becaufe the thing 7s eftablifhed by God, 
7 and God will fhorty bring it to pafs. 

33 Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man dif 
creet and wife, and fet him over the land of Egypt. 

34 Let Pharaoh do #hzs, and let him.appoint offi- 
cers over the land, and take up the fifth part of the 
land of Egypt in the feven plenteous years. 

35 And letthem gather all the food of thofe good 
years that come, and lay up corn under the hand of 
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 

-36 And that food fhall be for ftore to the land 

againft the feven years of famine, which fhall be in 
‘ the land of Egypt; that the Jand perifh not through 
the famine. : 

37 Andthe thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, 
and in the eyes of all his fervants. 

38 G And Pharaoh faid unto his fervants, Can we 
find fuch a one’as this is, a manin whom the fpirit of 
God is ? 

39 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, Forafmuch as 
God hath fhewed thee all this, there 7s none fo dif- 
creet and wife as thou aré : 

40 Thou fhalt be over my houfe, and according 
unto thy word fhall all my people be ruled: only in 
the throne will I be greater than thou. 

41 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, See, I have fet 
thee over all the land of Egypt. 

42 And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, 
and put it upon Jofeph’s hand, and arrayéd him in 
veftures of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his 
neck; — | . ue 

43 And he made him to ride in the fecond chariot 
which he had; and they cried before him, Bow the 
knee: and he made him ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. - sean, 

44 And Pharaoh faidsunto fofeph, Iam Pharaoh, 
and without thee fhall no man lift up his hand or foot 
in allthe land of Egypt.: "| 





35 And lay up corn, &c.} Some think this fhould have been tran- 
flated zea, or “ fpelt,” in conformity to the Egyptian manners; 
for they accounted it a reproach to eat bread made of barley or wheat. 
Inftead of this, they ufed a fine flour, called by fome olyra, and by 
others xea, or ‘* fpelt;” and the bread made with it they named 
collefirisy from its glutinous nature. 

38 Can wwe find, &c.] This is in the Hebrew, Can we find any 
thing like the man, who has the Spirit of God in him ?. The Chal- 
dee renders it, Can we find fuch a man, in whom is the fpirit of 
ptophecy from the face of the Lord ? and the Arabic, Can we find 
a man fo fkilful as this, in whom the Spirit of God is ? . 

40 Shall all my people be ruled.] _ Several commentators, finding 
that the original word is tranflated, Armed, as it is rendered in 1 
Chron, xii. 2. imagine, that Pharaoh invefted Jofeph with the mili- 
tary power; which feems inconfiftent with the words immediately 
following inthisverfe. The Pfalmift, who is the beft commentator 
on this text, Pfalm cv. 22. 0n the contrary, fhews that it was the 
civil power, and the reafon why he was prefented to this dignity, 
affigned in ver. 34, 35, and 36, fhews it could be no other. 

Only in the throne will I be, &c.] From this it appears that the 
office with which Jofeph was invefted was purely minifterial. 

42 The ring from his hand.| "This wasa ring or fignet which the 
eaftern kings wore as a badge of the royal dignity, and which gene- 
rally defcended to their anceftors. This ceremony, therefore, was 
not only a mark of Pharaoh's favour, but likewife a mark of the 
authority with which Jofeph was invefted. 

Veflures of fine linen, &c.) The linen of this country was cele- 
brated for finenefs all over the world ; it was therefore dyed purple, 
and was the ufual drefs of the priefts, who were the chief pertons in 
the adminiftration. ‘The ancient tranflations, for want of attending 
to thiscircumftance, have rendered the words, Veftures of filk. 

43 Second chariot.] i, e. The chariot which immediately followed 
his ownin any public cavalcade. The Samaritan tranflation renders 
it, His double chariot ; and the Arabic, He was mounted upon his 
fecond horfe. 

They cried before him.] In other words, they cried to his face. 
The Vulgate renders it, A herald proclaiming ; with which the Sep- 
tuagint agrees. 

Bow the kaeey &-] i.e. His guard that attended him when he 
rode out in his chariot, called to the people as they paffed along, to 
bow the knee to Jofeph, as a token of veneration and refpect ; or 
they proclaimed him aérecd, ** this is the father of the king.” So 
- 45 Zaphnath-paaneab} This word fignifies one to whom hidden 
things are revealed. It was cuftomary for princes to give foreigners 
anew name, to denote their naturalization, to take away all invidi- 
ous diftin@iion, and to declare them worthy of their mofl intimate 
favour. See Dan. i. 7+ : 
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45 And Pharaoh called Jofeph’s name Zaph nath- 
paaneah; and he gave hiin to wife, Afenath, the 
daughter of Poti-pherah, pricft of On. And Joleph 
went out over al/ the land of Egypt. ; 

46 & And Jofeph was thirty years old when he 
ftood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. And Jofeph 
went out from the prefence of Pharaoh, and went 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

47 And in the feven plenteous years the earth 
brought forth by handfuls. 

48 And he gathered up all the foad of the feven 
years, which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up 
the food in the cities: the food of the field, which was 
round about every city, laid he up in the fame. 

49 And fofeph gathered corn as the fand of the 
fea, very much, until he left numbering; for it was 
without number. 

50 ZAnd unto Jofeph were born two fons be- 
fore the years of famine came, which Afenath the 
daughter of Poti-pherah, prieft of On, barc unto 
him, ¢ 

5t And Jofeph called the name of the firft-born, 
Manaffeh : for God, faid he, hath made me to forget 
all my toil, and all my father’s houfe. ; 

§2 Andthe name of the fecond called he Ephraim: 
for God hath caufed me to be fruitful in the land of 
my affli€tion. 

53 Z And the feven years of plenteoufefs, 
was in the land of Egypt, were ended. ; 

54 And the feven years of dearth began to come, 
according as Jofeph had faid: and the dearth was 
in all lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was 
bread. 

55 And when all the land of Egypt was famifhed, 
the people cried to Pharaoh for bread: and Pharaoh 
faid unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Jofeph; what 
he faith to you, do. 


that 


56 And 
URE 

Gave him to wife the daugter of Potipherah| Tt is evident that the 
king was in a difpofition to do Jofeph the higheft honours, from the 
circumftances of the ftory; and that he principally confulted his 
eftablithment in this alliance, appears alfo plain. ‘he public ad mini- 
ftration was in the hands of the priefthood, who would unwillingly 
bear a ftranger at the head of affairs. The bringing Jofeph, there- 
fore, into their’family, an order which was hereditary, was the beft 
expedient to allay their prejudices and envy; and this Pharaoh did 
moft effectually, by marrying him into that caft which was then of 
greateit name and credit among their people. 

Prief cfOu] Which is the fame with Aven, Exed. xxx. 17. about 
twenty-two miles from Memphis, and faid to be the metropolis of 
the Heliopolitan name; and has been fince called Heliopolis, as it 
is here in the Septuagint verfion, which fignifies the city of the fun, 
and is the fame with bcrLOem fo, “the houfe of thefun,” Fer. xii. 13. 

Went out, &c.] tis, He went asa ruler, or exercifing his autho- 
rity, in the Chaldee and Arabic.’ , 

46 Fefeph was thirty years cld.]_ Confequently Jofeph muit have 
been thirteen years in flavery, as he was but feventeen when he firft 
came to Egypt. Le ; : 

Stord before Pharaoh, &c:] None but the great officers of ftate 
were admitted into the royal prefence, in the caflern countries ; this 
phrafe therefore intimates the dignity of his poft. 

47 Brought forth by handfuls.) Egypr’s fertility was fo remarka- 
ble, that it was by tradition -fuppofed to be the &rft place that was 
inhabited on that account. But how great foever its fruittulnefs 
was by nature, it feems by this account to be fo much inereafed, that 
the miraculous interpofition of providence was not only vifible, Lie 
likewife ftriking. = 

48 Gathered up all the food, &c.] The word “all” cannot be ufed 
in its utmoft latitude, but mutt be-reilrained either to fignify the 
fifth part, mentioned ver. 34. or elfe allthe fuperfluois corn which 
he a¢quired by purchate, and !aid up, not only to fupport the wanis 
of the Egyptians, but likewife thofe of the avighbouring ftates, du- 
ring the famine of f:ven years. 

5t Manafeh} Which fignifies, Forgetfulnefs. The name alludes 
tothe Hebrew words, xagane Elehux, randered, ‘+ God hath made 
me to forget.” 

All my toil, and ali my father's Poet ise. Ali the troubles to which 
T was expofed while I lived with my father, and ail the diilrefs which 
Tendured in Egypt from my brethren's cruelty. 

And when ail the land of Eg vpt evas famifled, xc-} _Secing the in- 
creafe was extraordinary, Jofeph could not have occafioned this fear- 
city, by exacting only a fifth. Bur it is probable that the famiac 
was felt fooner in the neighbouring nations than in Egypt, and that 
the Egyprians had made large exports, in order to fupply their 
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56 And the famine was over all the face of the 
earth: And Jofeph opened all the ftorehoufes, and 
fold unto the Egyptians; and the famine waxed fore 
in the land of Egypt. 

57 And all countries came into Egypt to Jofeph 
for to buy corn; becaufe that the famine was fo fore 
in all lands. 

CH AP.” XLII. 

1 Facob fendeth ten of his fons to buy corn in Egypt. 6 
They are imprifoned by Fofeph for fpies, but fet at 
liberty on condition to bring Benjamm@m. 21 Their re- 
morfe for Fofeph, who commandcth his tendernefs, and 
detaineth Simeon for a pledge. 25 They return with 
corn and their money, 29 Their relation to Facod. 
35 He is afraid, and refufeth to fend Benjamin. 

OW when Jacob faw that there was corn in 
Egypt, Jacob faid unto his fons, Why do ye 
look one upon anather? 

2 And he faid, Behold, I have heard that there is 
corn in Egypt: get ye down thither, and buy for us 
from thence; that we may live, and not die. 

3 And Jofeph’s ten brethren went down to buy 
corn in Egypt. 

4 But Benjamin, Jofeph’s brother, Jacob fent not 
with his brethren; for he faid, Left peradventure 
mifchief befall him. 

§ And the fons‘of Ifrael came to buy corn among 
thofe that came: for the famine was in the land of 
Canaan. ’ 

6 I And Jofeph was the governor over the land, and 
he zt was that fold to all the people of the land: and 
Jofeph’s brethren came and bowed down themfelves 
before him with their faces to the earth. 

7 And Jofeph faw his brethren,and ht knew them, 
but made himfelf ftrange unto them, and fpake 
roughly unto them; and he faid unto them, Whence 
come ye? And they faid, From the land of Canaan 
to buy food. 

8 And Jofeph knew his brethren, but they knew 
not him. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLI. 


We find in this chapter an ufeful admonition re(peCting the impri- 
fonment of Jofeph, who remained in confinement three years. 
This may feem a long time to us, and as if God was not mindful 
ofhim. We fhould have looked upon him with concern, had we 
feen him in bonds, and known his innecence; we fhould have 
hafted to have freedhim. But God, who had a far more indul- 
gent and tender compafiion gr him, left him in a condition from 
which we fhould have’ delivered ‘him... He knew what was ne- 
ceffary to confirin Joféphin hamriliry, patience, and fubmiffion to 
his will, He knew what was-wanting. 39 his virtuc, he faw his 
future temptations and dangérs, and prepared him by his bond- 
age for his advancement... “Thus he offen deals with good men ; 
he ftrengthens them in patience and huajlity, anid does not expofe 
them to temptation till they are duly prepared to refift it. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES.ow CHAP. XLU. 


x Saw, &c.] This word in the Hebrew fignifies, to underftand, 
und is fubftituted inftead of hearing, as appears from ver. 2. Exod. 
xx.18.and from A& vil. 12. 

2 J have heard, &c.] Aconfirmation of the fenfe we have given 
of the firft verfe : though it is not at all improbable but Jacob might 
have feen the corn brought by thofe perfons, who informed him 
that in Egypt it was to be purchafed. 

4 Left peradventure mifchief, &c.| Jacob's extraordinary affeCtion 
to Benjamin was, becaufe he was the fon of Rachel, whom he loved 
more than her fitter; and what ftill heightened his affection was, 
his imagination that he was the only furviving fon of Rachel. 

6 Fifeph was the governor.| Shallit, the word which we render 
“ governor,” has two fenfes: 1. Abfolute -and independent autho- 
rity; or, 2. That derived from another. 

dnd bowed down themfilves before him, &c.] Which manner of 
falutation was not in ufe among the Egyptians; but by ufing the 
cuftomary form of their family, the dreams of Jofeph, as far as they 
had any relation to themfelves, had doubrlefs brought thofe dreams 
to Jofeph’s recolleétion. 

7 dad Fok ph kueww—but they knew not, &e.) Jofeph had been fe- 
parated from them when young, and his features might probably 
have been fo much altered by age, that they could not recolle@ him; 
but if we confider the alteration made by drefs and grandeur, and 
that he {pake unto them by an interpreter, they could not poffibly 
have had the Jeaft fufpicion that he was their brother whom they fold. 

5 








CHAP. XLII. 


g And Jofeph remembered the dreams whick he 
dreamed of them, and faid unto them, Ye are {pies ; 
to fee the nakednefs of the land ye are come. 

10 And they faid unto him, Nay, my lord, but to 
buy food are thy fervants come. 

11 We are all one man’s fons; we are true men, 
thy fervants are no fpies, 

az And he faid unto them, Nay, but to fee the 
nakednefs of the land ye are come. 

13 And they faid, Thy fervants are twelve bre- 
thren, the fons of one manin the land of Canaan; 
and, behold, the youngeft is this day with our father, 
and one zs not. 

14 And Jofeph faid unto them, That is dt that I 
fpake unto you, faying, Ye are fpies. 

15 Hereby ye fhall be proved: By the life of 
Pharaoh ye fhall not go from hence, except your 
youngeft brother come hither: 

16 Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, 
and ye fhall be kept in prifon, that your words may 
be proved, whether there be any truth in you: or elfe 
by the life of Pharaoh furcly ye ave {pies. 

17 And he put them altogether into ward three 
days. 

‘3 And Jofeph faid unto them the third day, This 
do, and live; for I fear God: 

19 If ye de true men, let one of your brethren be 
bound inthe houfe of your prifon: go ye, carry corn 
for the famine of your houfes : 

20 But bring your youngeft brother unto me; fo 
fhall your words be verified, and 
And they did fo. 

21 ZI And they faid one to another, We are verily 
guilty concerning our brother, in that we faw the an- 
guifh of his foul, when he befought us, and we 
would not hear; therefore is this diftrefs come 
upon us. 

22 And Reuben anfwered them, faying, Spake IE 
not unto you, faying, Do not fin againft the child ; 
and ye would not hear? therefore, behold, alfo his 
blood is required. 

23 And 





Q ¥e are fpies.] Thefe words thould have been rendered‘interro- 
gatively, Are ye not fpics? and is rather to be underftood as a charge 
than a pofitive declaration. ; : 

To fee the nakednefs of the land, &c.} i, e. 'To obferve the fortifi- 
cations, and remark the weaknefs or nakednefs of the land. And it 
fhould be obferved, that Jofeph’s brethren entered Egypt through 
thofe paffes, by which alone an invafion was practicable. 

it We are all one man’s fons, &c.] Signifying, Thy fervants are 
no fpies, but all the fons of one man; and furely it can never be 
fufpeG&ed that any perfon would fend all his children on fo dan~ 
gerous a defign, nor that a whele country has any thing to fear from 
the efforts of one family. 

15 By the life of Pharaoh, &c.] Which expreffion is by the gene-~ 
rality of interpreters confidered as an oath, though the words could 
not fignify any more than, As fure as Pharach liveth: or, As fincerely 
as I defire the life of Pharaoh. If we confider the words attentively, 
we fhall be foon convinced that they only imply a folemn affevera- 
tion, that he would certainly do fo and fo, as he valued the life 
and honour of his prince. Thus Hannah, when fhe prefented her 
fon to Eli, the prieft, makes a fimilar affeveration, «¢ As thy foul 
liveth, my lord, 1am the woman thar ftood by thee here praying 
unto the Lord.” ‘That the fons of Jacob underftdod it only in this 
fenfe, is {ufficiently evident from the words of Judah to his father, 
s« The man did folemnly proteft unto us,’? chap. xliii. 3. It muft 
however be confeffed, that this was the moft folemn appeal an Egyp- 
tian could make ufe of. 

18 For! fearGod.| Either this was a {clemn affurance of his 
veracity, according to the literal fenfe of the words, and added to 
gain credit with them ; or elfe it was a tacit reproach of their per- 
fidy and cruelty to him. 

20 Bring your youngeft brother, &c.| Certainly the roughnefs with 
which Jofeph treated his brethren may be juftified, if we fuppofe ic 
was with an intention to bring their treatment of him to their 
moinds; and induce.them to repent of the evil they had done him. 
His afperity was defigned to try how they were affeéted to each 
other. Accordingly, his view in infifting upon feeing his brother 
Benjamin, was no other than to fatisfy fome fufpicions he enter- 
tained, that they were capable of treating him with the fame in- 
humanity as he himfelf had experienced from them when in their 

ower. 
_ 21 We are verily guilty concerning our brother, &e.) Calamity is 
often the moft effectual monitor to awaken confcience, and make 
mankind acquainted with themfelves. ‘The behaviour of Jofeph’s 
brethren 
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_ 23 And they knew not that Jofeph underftood 
then; for he fpake unto them by an interpreter. 

24 And he turned himfelf about from them, and 
wept; nd returned to them again, and communed 
with them, and took from them Simcon, and bound 
him before their eves. 

25 © Then Jofeph commanded to fill their facks 
with corn, and to reftore every man’s moncy into 
his fack, and to give them provifton for the way : 
and thus did he unto them. 

26 And they laded their affes with the corn, and 
departed thence. . 

27 And as one of them opened his fack to give 
his afs provender in the inn, he efpicd his money ; 
for, behold, it was in his fack’s mouth. 

28 And he faid unto his brethren, My moncy is 
reftored ; and, lo, 7¢ zs even in my fack: and their 
heart failed them, and they were afraid, faying onc to 
another, What /sthis ¢iaé God hath doneunto us ? 

gy @ And they came unto Jacob their father unto 
the land of Canaan, and told him all that befell un- 
to them; faying, 

30 The man, who rs the lord of the land, fpake 
roughly to us, and took us for {pics of the country. 

31 And we faid unto him, We are true men; we 
are no fpies : 

g2 We ée twelve brethren, fons of our father; 
one 7s not, and the youngeft zs this day with our fa- 
ther in the land of Canaan. 

33 And the man, the lord of the country, faid un- 
to us, Hereby fhall I know that ye are true men; 
leave one of your brethren Aerve with me, and take 
food for the famine of your houfholds, and be gone ; 

34 And bring your younger brother unto me: 
then fhall I know that ye are no {pies, but that ye 
are true men: fo will I deliver you your brother, and 
ye fhall traffic in the land. 

35 UI And it came to pafs as they emptied their 
facks, that, behold, every man’s bundle of money 
was inhis fack: and when doth they and their father 
faw the bundles of money, they were afraid. 

36 And Jacob their father faid unto them, Me 
have ye bereaved of my children : Jofeph 2s not, and 
Simcon zs not, and ye will take Benjamin away: all 
thefe things are againft me. 

37 And Reuben {pake unto his father, faying, Slay 





brethren affords us a lively inftance of rhis. They, who before were 
fo blinded with envy and paflion, as to be infenfible of the anguifh 
and fupplicatien of their brother, now relent into pity, when expe- 
tience had convinced them what poignant grief and diftrefs an in- 
nocent fupplicant feels, whenall his prayers and intreaties are una- 
vailing. 

23 fhe fyake unto them by an interpreter. | This isin the Hebrew, An 
interpreter was between them. Jofeph, doubtlefs, did this in order 
to fupport an air of majeity, and at the fame time to prevent his be- 
ing difcovered by his brethren, 

24 dad he turned—from them and wept.) Notwithtanding Jofeph 
could counterfeit the ftranger in his looks, his air, his voice, he {till 
retaincd the biother in his heart. ‘Lhe confufion and dittrefs of 
bis brethren awakened all his fraternal tendernefs, and drew from 
his eyes tears of compaffion. 

Aird to.h—Simecn, and bound him, &c.} He was the principal actor 
in the murder ofthe Shechemites, and there is reafon to think from 
his fiery nature, that he was one of the moft implacable enemies to 
Jofeph, The rabbins fay, that he was the very perfon who put him 
in the pit. 

28 Ther heart failed them, &c.1 The Hebrew renders it, Their 
heart went forth; the Arabic tranflates it, Their hearts were much 
diftreffed. Hence we may conclude, that they were under a great 
confternation, and, as the original expreffes it, fhuddered at the 
confequences, 

35 4 thise things are againft me.] This is in the Hebrew, All thefe 
things are a/c,’ upon me; which fhews the burden of grief under 
which Jacob laboured, and is a tacit charge againit his fons, as con- 
fpiring together to render miferable his old age. 

37 Reuben Spake unto his father.] Reuben was Jacob’s firft born, 
and on that xaccount prefumed toaddrefs him; he had likewife ad- 
dreffed Jofeph in Egypt, and might imagine that he fhould be more 
certain of fucceeding than any other of Jacob's children. 

Slar my tave fons, fd bring him not ute thee, &C.] | Notwithftand- 
ing it was not in Reuben’s power to fecure Benjamin's fafe return ; 





my two fons, if} bring him not to thee : deliver him 
into my hand, and I will bring him to thee again. 
38 And he faid, My fon fhallnot go down with you ; 


for hisbrother isdead,and he is leftalone: ifmifchicf 


befall him by the way in the which ve go, then fhall ye 
bring down my gray hairs with forrow to the grave. 
Coke Ale 

1 Jacob is hardly perfuaded to fend Benjunin, 15 Fo- 
Sipls brethren are brought into Fofeph’s houfi. 19 
They difcover their fears to the flcward, wiv pacifiern 
them. 26 Fofeph muketh them a feaft. 

ND the famine was fore in the Jand. 

2 And it came to pafs, when they had eaten 
up the corn which they had brought out of Egypt, 
their father faid unto them, Go again, buy us alittle 
food. ; 

3 And Judah fpake unto them, faying, The man 
did folemnly proteftunto us, faying, Ye fhall not {ce 
my face, except your brother de with you. 

4 Ifthou wilt fend our brother with us, we will go 
down and buy thee food: 

5 But if thou wilt not fend Ada, we will not go 
down: for the man faid unto us, Ye fhall not fee 
my face, except your brother de with -you. 

6 And Ifrael faid, Wherefore dealt ye fo ill with 
me, as to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother? 

7 And they faid, The man afked us flraitly of our 
ftate, and of our kindred, faying, Js your father yet 
alive? have ye another brother ? and we told him ac- 
cording tothe tenorof the{e words: could we certainly 
know that he would fay, Bring your brother down? 

8 And Judah faid unto Hracl his father, Send the 
lad with me, and we will arifeand go; that we may 
live, and nagdie, both we, and thou, and alfo our 
little ones. 

g I willbe furety for him, of my hand fhalt thou 
require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and fet 
him before thee, then let me bearthe blaine for ever: 

10 For except we had lingered, furely now we had 
returned this fecond time. 

41 And their father Ifrael faid untothem, If i 
muft be fo now, do this; take of the beft fruits in the 
land in your veffels, and carry down the man a pre- 
fent, a little balm, and a little honey, fpices, and 
myrrh, nuts, and almonds : 

12 And 





yet he was fo fully convinced of his ownand his brethren’s intention, 
and fo confidenr that Jofeph woulddnviolably obferve his promife, 
that he dares ftake the life ef-his-s#o fons on the event. 

38 Bring down my tay baivs with forrow to the grave.) Thefe 
words are remarka ees: and pictarefque ; they paint to us 
the hoary patriarch attitude of grief, lamenting the lofs of his 
children, in the m6 anelting expseffions of paternal affection. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLII. 


This chapter difplays the happy sfe of affliGion, how effefual it is 
to awakcn confcience, and fhew mento themfelves when nothing 
elfe fhall produce that effet. Mien can never entirely efface the 
fenfe which God has impreffed upon their hearts, of his prefence 
and juftice. They will never fucceed in perfuading themfelies 
that fin is in its nature indifferent, or was not feen. or will remain 
unpunifhed. heir fears may be removed fometimes by the pa- 
tience and filence of their judge, or the number of accomplices $ 
but when vengeance comes to thew itfelf, they thall be the firlt to 
own that they have deferved it, and their accomplices will then 
feem to fhun as fo many witnefles, who are ready to accufe and 
confound them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLIII. 


3 Fudah fpake, &c.] For Reuben had already addrefled him 
without fuccefs: Levi probably was ftill odious to him on account 
of the maffacre of the Shechemites; Judah therefore, being thenext 
in birth, and a man of a warm and fanguine difpofition, undertakes 
to perfuade him, and fpeaks to him with much ardour. 

8 Send the lad, &c.] At this time Benjamin was twenty-four 
years of age, and had children of his own, but is here called a lad, 
becaufe he was the youngeft ofall the fons of Jacob, and the darling 
of theiraged father. The word in the Hebrew properly fignifies, A 
young man, and is fo rendered, 2 Sam. xviii. 12. 

1a Lake of the bef fruits.) ‘Uhis i» inthe Hebrew, Take of the 
praife of the land. 
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Ffofeph's brethren come again into Egypt. C WA P. XLII. Fofeph maketh them a feafi. 





ee 12 Andtake double money in your hand; and thejy God, and the God of your father, hath given you 
ae money that was brought again in the mouth of your} treafure in your facks: I had your money. Andhe 


“brought into Jofeph’s houfe; and they faid, Becaufe 




























facks, carry 7f again in your hand; peradventure it 
was an overfight : 

13 ‘fake alfo your brother, and arife, go again un- 
to the man: ‘ 

14 And God Aimighty give you mercy before the 
man, that he may fend away, your other brother, and 
Benjamin. If] be bereaved of my children, Iam be- 
reaved. 

15 @ And the men took that prefent, and they 
took double money in their hand, and Benjamin ; 
and rofe up, and went down to Egypt, and ftood 
before Jofeph. 

16 And when Jofeph faw Benjamin with them, he 
faid tothe ruler of his houfe, Bring thefe men home, 
and flay,and make ready; for thefe men fhall dine 
with me at noon. 

17 And the man did as Jofeph bade; and the 
man brought the men into Jofeph’s houfe. 

18 And the men were afraid, becaufe they were 


brought Simeon out unto them. 

24 And the man brought the men into Jofeph*s 
houfe, and gave them water, and they washed their 
feet; and he gave their affes provender. : 

25 And they made ready the prefent againft Jo- 
feph came at noon: for they heard that they fhould 
eat bread there, soot 

26 I And when Jofeph came home, they brought 
him the prefent which was in their hgn¢ into the 
houfe, and bowed themfelvesto,him 10 she earth. 

27 And he afked them of their. welfare, and faid, 
7s your father well, the old man of whom ye fpake? 
Is he yetalive ? 

28 And they anfwered, Thy fervant our father is 
in good health, he zs yet alive. And they bowed 
down their heads, and made obeifance. 

29 And he lifted up his eyes, and faw his brother 
Benjamin, his mother’s fon, and faid, Js this your 
younger brother, of whom ye fpake unto me? And 
he faid, God be gracious unto thee, my fon. 

30 And Jofeph made hafte; for his bowels did 
yern upon his brother: and he fought where to weep ; 
and he entered-into 47s chamber, and wept there. 

31 And he wafhed his face, and went out, and re- 

frained himfelf, and faid, Set on bread. 
- gz And they fet on for him by himfelf, and for 
them by themfelves, and for the Egyptians, which 
did eat with him, by themfelves: becaufe the Egyp- 
tians might not eat bread with the Hebrews: for that 
zs an abomination unto the Egyptians. ; 

33 And they fat before him, the firft born accord- 
ing to his birthright, and the youngelt according to 
his youth : and the men marvelled one at another. 


of the money that was returned in our facks at the 
firlt time are we brought in; that he may feek occa- 
fion againft us, and fall upon us, and take us for 
bondmen, and our affes. is 

19 @ And they came near to the fteward of Jo- 
feph’s houfe, and they communed with him at the 
door of the houfe, 

20 And faid, O fir, we came indeed down at the 
firft time to buy food: 

21 And it came to pafs, when we came to the inn, 
that we opened our facks, and behold, every man’s 
money wasin the mouth of his fack, our money in full 
weight: and we have brought it again in our hand. 

22 And other money have we brought down in 
our hands to buy food: we cannot tell who put the 
money in our facks. 

23 And he faid, Peace ée to you, fear not: your 


before him: but Benjamin’s mefs was five times fo 
much as any of their’s. And they drank, and were 
merry with him. 


CHAP, 


Treajure.| This word in the Hebrew fignifies fomething hidden 
4 orconcealed : and may intimate that he was not concerned, or privy 

to the putting of the money in their facks; for, adds he, according 
tothe Hebrew, “ Your money came to me.” 

He brought Simeon out unto them.| It is difcovered from profane 
hiftory, that he was dreffed very neat and elegant. 

26 Bowed themfelves, &c.] By which circumftance the accom- 
plithment of Jofeph’s dream is rendered more complete. 

27 Is your father well, &c.] Here the burtts of filial affeSiion and 
impetuous curiofity are ftrongly marked by thefe interrupted ex- 
preffions, which are extremely natural, and vaftly affecting. 

29 ds this your younger brother—God be gracions.| Sure never was 
a ftronger picture of nature, than this whole narrative of the inter- 
view between Jofeph and hisbrethren. He fees his brother Benja- 
min, and left he fhould be miftaken by the alteration which age had 
wrought in his lineaments, he afks whether it really was their 
younger brother. But nature anfwered his queftion, and before his 
brethren could reply, he addreffes him with the warm glowings of 
fraternal love, ‘‘ God be gracious unto thee, my fon.’”” Which was 
an appellation of the greateit tendernefs, and fuitable to the charafler 
of a fupreme magiftrate, who is nominated the father of his country 
with great propricty- 

30 Jofeph made hafe, &c.) The affe&tion of Jofeph was now 
worked up to the higheft pitch, and where can we read of a more 
affeing, a more’ natural defcription of the effects of fraternal 
regard ? i 

32 Becaufe the Egyptians, &c.} tis evident from this verfe, that 
the common provifion for the entertainment was animal food, and 
no one can doubt but Jofeph conformed to the Egyptian diet; 
therefore the’ reafon affigned by the Chaldee paraphrafe for the 
Egyptians refufing toeat with the Hebrews, namely, Their cating: 
fheep, which were worfhipped by the Egyptians, is not juft. Jofeph 
fat fingle, out of tate, with regard to the Sgyptians ; the Egyptians 
fat apart with regard to the fhepherds, and both were fupplied from 
the governor’s table, which was furnifhed from the fteward’s 
flaughter-houfe. The enmity, therefore, which fubfifted between 
the Ngyptians and Hebrews was not on account of their eating ani- 
mal food, but on account of their being fhepherds ; a profeffion which 
they abominated on account of the heavy flavery they groaned under 
from the invafion and conquetts of the Hykfos, or royal fhepherds, in 
the reign of Timaus. > . ; 

34 Sent meffes unto them.] Which was a cuftom that almoft all 
ancient nations obftrved. = ines 

Benjamin's mefs war five times, &c.]) An additional proof 
of Jofeph’s extraordinary aifeftion, and was intended as a 

R particular 
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Balm.] ‘This is tranflated Refinin the Vulgate and Chaldee; but 
it was certainly the balm of Gilead, a valuable article. 

Honey.) ‘Thisis in the Hebrew, debe/s, which fignifies likewife 
** dates,” as the Jewith rabbins obferve; and as Judea abounded in 
patm-trees, this was one of the fruitsof the land. But honey was fo 
common every where, that it could not poffibly have been {elecied as 
a rarity by Jacob. 

Spices.j “This is in Hebrew, nekoth. The Septuagint tranflate it 
by Frankincenfe, or the aromatics ufed in facrifices ; 1t feems indeed 
to have been ftorax, a precious aromatic gum, ufed in moft fpicy 
ointments, and thus the Vujgate tranflates it. 

Myrrh, &c.} This is ig p gt. It was the ftaSe, or lauda- 
nam of the Septuagint a ga fuppofed to be the gum 
of the cyprefs-tree. i 

12 Take double mney, 
turned in the mouth of; 




















fhe money that was re- 
Bmore, to purchafe 


14. Uf I be bereaved 
fhall be without childveayam 
Arabic, I am afraid that- 
have been veder / 
fenfes, all oFWhich 


Whe Vulgate, And I 
ildsen furviving; the 
my children, as I 
P&aderitood in different 
Remppaitrefs ; it may fignify, I 
refign myfelf to the fd if it be agreeable to him that I 
theuld be robbed @ @fidren, I muit be robbed of them ; or it 
may denote the exckamation of fudden diftrefs, gencrally expreffed 
by the repetition of the caufe of forrow, and this the Hebrew feems 
exprefsly to denote, /Aacholéti, /oacoluri, ** Yam bereaved! 1 am be- 
seaved!’’ Or it may paint the melancholy circumftances they 
would leave him in, without one of his children left behind to com- 
fort him, and full of apprehenfions that all his offspring might fall 
zs viétims to the refentinent of Jofeph, whom they had reprefented 
25 a man auftere and rough. 

16 Sly.) The Hebrew is, Killa killing ; which expreffes a 
very great Hlaughter of animals for their feait. From this expreffion, 
compared with Jofeph’s interpretation of the dream of Pharaoh’s 
baker, it is evident that animal food was cutomary in Egypt long 
before the time afcribed by Sir Ifuac Newton for its introduction. 

18 Seek sceafion agairfi us, &C.} tis in the Hebrew, To roll him- 
felf upon us; thisexpredfion is ufed again, Fob xxx. 14. and is bor- 
rowed from wreitling, wherein the perfon who throws his antago- 
nift rolls bimfclf upon him to keep him down ; and implies, that Jo- 
feph would omit nothing to juftify any ill-treatment he might offer. 

23 Peace be to yeu.) A ufual falutation of civility ; and being ufed 
by Jofeph’s fervant, tchtified his triendly difpofition, and quieted 
their apprehenfions. 

No. 5. 
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34 And he took and fent meffes unto them from. 


Fofeph’s policy to flay hisbrethren. GEN ESLIS. 





Before 
CHRIST 
2707. 


CHAP. XLIV. 
1 Fofeph’s policy to ftay his brethren. 6 This cup is 
found in Benjamin's fack. 14 They are brought be- 
fore Fofeph. 18 Fudah’s humble fupplication to him. 


N D he commanded the fteward of this houfe, 

faying, Fill the men’s facks with food, as much 

as they can carry, and put every man’s money in his 
fack’s mouth. 

2 And put my cup, the filver cup, in the fack’s 
mouth of the youngeft, and his corn money. And he 
did according to the word that Jofeph had fpoken. 

3 As foon as the morning was light, the men were 
fent away, they and their affes. 

4 And when they were gone out of the city, and 
not yet far off, Jofeph faid unto his fteward, Up, 
follow after the men; and when thou doft overtake 
them, fay unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded 
evil for good ? 

5 Js not this 7 in which my lord drinketh, and 
whereby indeed he divineth? ye have done evil in 


fo doing. 


6 @ And he overtook them, and he [pake unto 
them in the fame words. 

7 And they faid unto him, Wherefore faith my 
ford thefe words? God forbid that thy fervants 
fhould do according to this thing: 

8 Behold, the money which we found in our facks’ 
mouth, we brought again unto thee out of the land 
of Canaan: how then fhould we fleal out of thy 
lord's houfe filver or gold ? 

g With whomfoever of thy fervants it be found, 
both let him die, and we alfo will be my lord’s bond- 


“men. 


a 


particular kindnefs: poffibly it might be defigned to try whether 
they had conquered their inclination to envy, which had been the 
caufe of his own flavery. But Jofeph's placing his brethren accord- 
ing to their refpe€tive ages, and his dittinguifhing kindnefs to Ben- 
jamin, might be intended for the unravelling of the plot prepara- 
tive to his difcovery of himfelf, and defigned to give credit to his 
affertions, when he declared himfelf to be their brother Jofeph. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLII 


This chapter difplays a lively picture of the good old patriarch’s 


firm and pious confidence in God, for obtaining favour with Jo- 
feph, at the fame time that his grief forely depreffed him in part- 
ing with Benjamin; which fhould teach us, that in all our trou- 
bles, the protefion and affiftance of the Almighty fhould be 
implored. We may alfo remark, that notwithftanding the cor- 
ruption of a court, Jofeph ftill taught his family to fear God, and 
retained on his mind a fenfe of true religion; and remark like- 
wife, from the tender and fraternal affection Jofeph expreffed 
towards his beloved brother Benjamin, that when religion has 
its proper influence on the mind, it will evidence itfelf in the 
difplay of every focial relative virtue. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLIV. 

2 Put my cupmin the Jack's mouth of the youngeft, &c.| ‘This arti- 
fice Jofeph made ufe of totry the affection of his brethren towards 
Benjamin, and whether, when they found him chargeable with theft, 
and in danger of flavery, they would furrender him without diffi- 
culty, and return unconcerned to their father Jacob. 

5 My lord drinketh, and—divineth &c.| Certainly that this was a 


_ common drinking-cup, and not one ufed in libations or divinations, 


is exprefsly afferted in this verfe. Befides which, it cannot be fup- 
pofed that Jofeph would apply the fame veffel to both ufes; nor was 
it ever cuftomary to do fo. It muft therefore follow, that the word 
tranflated ‘¢ diyineth”’ is improperly rendered, if it will bear any 
other fenfe; and that it will bear another fenfe appears from chap. 
xxx. 17. and 1 Kings xx. 33. where it fignifies, ‘lo try, fearch, or 
emake experiment, to ferutinize, &c. &c. 

8 Bebsld, the moncy, &.] A moft excellent defence this, and indeed 
the argument made ufe of was a very conclufive one. The Vulgate 
has thus rendered it. ‘The money which we found-in the mouths 
of our facks we have brought again unto thee from the land of Ca- 
naan; how improbible then is it that we fhould take cither gold or, 
filver out of thy mafter’s houfe ? 

10 Ye foall be blamel.f.) Itis in the Fsbresv, Innocent or faultlef; 
in f{cripture language, fin is fubftituted inftead of punifhment, and 
innocence inftead of impunity. See Gen. xlix.g. 1 Kings i. 21, 
Exod. xX. 7. and Xxxvii. 7. 

11 They jpeedily, &c.] The Hebrew renders it, They haftened 
and took down. What could be a ftronger proof of their innocence ? 

23 Reat their clothes, &c.] This is an initance of that kind of 
beauty which is fo highly admired in the works of the greateft maf- 
teis, who, by dingling out one friking circumftauce in a narrative, 





10 And he faid, Now alfo /rt it de according unto 
your words: he with whou it is found fhail be my 
fervant; and ye fhall be blainelefs. ‘ 

a1 Then they {peedily took down every man 
his fack to the ground, and opened every man his 
fack. 

12 And he fearched, and began at the eldeft, and 
left at the youngelt: and the cup was found in Ben- 
jamin’s fack. 

13 Then they rent their clothes, and laded every 
man his afs, and returned to the city. . 

14 4 And Judah and his brethren came to Jofeph’s 
honfe; for he was yet there: and they fell before 
him on the ground. 

15 And Jofeph faid unto them, What deed :s this 
that ye have done? wot ye not that fuch a men as I 
can certainly divine ? 

16 And Judah faid, What fhall we fay unto my 
lord? what fhall we {peak ? or how fhall we clear 
ourfelves? God hath found out the iniquity of thy 


fervants: bchobd, we are iny Jord’s servants, both 


we, and fe alfo with whom the cup is found. 

17 And he faid, God forbid that I fhould do fo: 
but the man in whofe hand the cup is found, he fhall 
be my fervant; and as for you, get vou upin peace 
unto your father. 

18 @@ Then Judah came near unto him, and faid, 
Oh my lord, ect thy fervant, I pray thee, fpeak a 
word in my lord’s cars, and let not thine anger burn 
again{t thy fervant: for thou aré even as Pharaoh. 

19 My lord afked his fervants, faying, Elave yea 
father, or a brother? 

20 And we faid unto my lord, We have a father, an 
old man, and a child of his old age, a little one; and 

his 


pa PSPSPS, 
infufe into the mind a whole ferics of ideas which are connected 
with it. When Mofes fays, ‘¢they rent their clothes,’ he at the 
fame time paints their inward anguifb and confufion in more lively 
colours than the flrongeft expreflions could have done, and pleafes 
the reader more than if he had expreffed the whole, by leaving 
room for the imagination to be exercifed. i. 

rg. They fell before him on the ground.| Where is the fcene could 
be imagined more affecting than the fight of a whole fantily with 
their clothes rent, tears ftreaming from their eyes, and their bodies 
lying proftrate on the earth? 

15 Wer ye wor] This word ‘ wow” is derived from the Saxon 
avitany “to know;’’ the fentence therefore fhauld be rendered 
Know ye not? according to our prefent mode of writing. 

Caz certainly divme*] ‘Vhe gitt of divination and interpretation 
of dreams was monopolized by the Egyptian prietts; and thefe 
pricits were the conftant companions of the King, and held the chief 
pofts in the adminiftration. Jofeph’s queftion alludes to this cut. 
tom, and implies thus much, You by my office, thac I am one 
of the great officers of the tty Repafe are preferred only from 
the college of priefts ; diy Fad only by the prietthood: 
and thérefore, when x aa nity of my office, could 
you help acknow led mowcr to divine oc detect 
your theit? a 

16 Aud Judah fa 
father, though ver 
which, he was of a be 
fition; and being hurrik 
plead the common caufe 
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arhat?y dah had perfuaded his 
Peisamin with him; befides 
evfarin, and fanguine difpo- 
Bimpetuofity, undertook to 
brother Benyainin, and the 





reft of his family. Se ae 
What faall cue fpeal ?j Sees#e thé: crfmes,they flood charged 


with were a violation of the fucred rites-of hofpitality, and the moit 


heinous ingratitude; crimes that ure fubverfive of fociety, and con- 


RS eR TS 


trary tq the focial nature of man. When Judah reflesed on the 
miferies to which Benjamin was expofed ; when he thought on che 
confequences his detention would have on a fond parent, whofe lite 
was wrapped up in the life of his fon, his grief might reafonably 
{well too hig for words and his contternation exprefs itfelfin broken 
fentences like thefe, ‘© What thall we fay unto my lord ? what thall 
we fpeak ? or how thall we clear ourfelves?"” 

Gad hath guund oxy & Y | Which may be interpretéd as a tacit or 
oblique acknowledgment of Jof: ph’s charge, in order to appeal to 
his mercy,.and conciliste his favour. ‘Lints fente fecms to be fup- 
ported by the Chalice, which renders it, Sin hath been found in 
thy fervants from the face of God. But the Arahic is more explicit, 
tranfiating, God i.as maie thy fervants to fall into their crime. 
Some commentators imagine that the words * found out” fignify 
to punifh; and that the fentence implies an acknowledgment of the 
jattice of God, in taking this method of punilhing them for their 
former iniquitics, 

18 Thou art even as Pharach.} e. Eqnally abfolute in thy de- 
terminations, equally to he dread by us, and, like him, invetled 
with the power of inficsting panifiunenr, and pardaning crimes. 






z 





20 fi 5 





They are brought before Fofepn. 


A 


Before 
CHRIST 


yrO7, 





Before 
CHRIST 
1707. 


Ffudah’s humble fupplication. 


his brother is dead, and he alone is left of his mo- 
ther, and his father loveth him. 

21 And thou faidft unto thy fervants, Bring him 
down unto me, that I may fet mine eyes upon him. 

22 And we faid unté my lord, The lad cannot 
leave his father: for zf he fhould leave his father, 
his father would die. 

23 And thou faid{t unto thy fervants, Except your 
youngeft brother come down with you, ye fhail fee 
my face no more. 

24 And it came to pafs when we came up unto 
thy fervant my father, we told him the words of my 
lord. 

.,25 And our father faid, Go again, and buy us a 
lide food. . 

28 And we faid, We cannat go down: if our 
youngeft brother be with us, then will we go down: 
for we may not fee the man’s face, except our 
youngeft brother de with us. 

27 And thy fervant my father faid unto us, Ye 
know that my wife bare me two fons: 

28 And the one went out from me, and I faid, 
Surely he is torn in pieces; and I faw him not fince. 

29 And if ye take this alfo from me, and mifchief 
‘befall him, ye fhall bring down my gray hairs with 
forrow to the grave. 2 

30 Now therefore when I come to thy fervant my 
father, and the lad Je not with us; feeing that his 
life is bound up in the lad’s life ; 

31 It fhall come to pafs, when he feeth that the 
lad is nat with us, that he will die: and thy fervants 
{hall bring down the gray hairs of thy fervant our 
father with forrow to the grave. 

32 For thy fervant became furety for the lad unto 
my father, faying, If I bring him not unto thee, 
then I fhall bear the blame to my father for ever. 

33 Now therefore, I pray thee, let ‘thy fervant 
abide inftead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and 
let the lad go up with his hrethren. ‘ 

34 For how fhall I go up to my father, and the 
lad Ze not with me? left peradventure I fec the evil 
that fhall come on my father. 


C H A P. XLV. 


x Fofeph maketh himfelf knoten to his brethren; comfort- 
eth them in afcribing all that had paft to God’s provi- 


30 His life is bound up, &c.| A very ftrong expreffion this of fra- 
ternal affeétion. he very fame phrafe is ufed, 1 Sam. xviii. in 
fpeaking of Jonathan’s love gg David. 

34 Leff peradventure | fa Itis in the Hebrew, That fhall 
meet, &c. When misfg peafeen, they may cither be 
evaded or rendered mo n they meet us, their 
weight is increafed, and Bun them. This whole 
fpeech of Judah highly @& se He aéts the 
part both of a faithful § gi, whe rather than 
behold the mifery of HER Mjamin was left behind, 
fubmits to become a bontl 


GENERAL REBR 













mx CHAP. XLIV. 


There is in this chap ert, A extremely beautiful, as 

well us artful, i unt Of the methods here ufed by Jo- 
feph to affli ai n; from whence we may learn, that it 
is oftentimes neceflary to ufe art and ftratagem, in order to create 
imaginary affliions, to bring thofe to a fenfe of their duty who 
have been guilty of any cruel actions. Secondly, the pathetic 
fpecch made by Judah containsa moft lively reprefentation of the 
agony of his mind, and the horrors of a confcience wounded with 
guilt, for being in concert with his brethren fo cruel to Jofeph. 
Lattly, we here find the effet of affiftion, It was twenty-two 
years fince they had fold Jofeph, and during the whole time we 
never read that they exprefféd any concern for him till now. 
Let this teach us to examine our hearts when God afflias. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLV. 


1 Could rot refrain himfelf.| We fee the efforts of nature could 
be no longer fuppreffed ; his tender paffions, by the moving fpeech 
of Judah. are wound up to fuch a pitch as to oblige him to throw off 
all difguife, notwithftanding fo many fpeQators were prefent. 

No man with bim, &.| ‘The Vulgate, by rendering it, No ftran- 
ger, explains the meaning. 

2 He wept alaud| For words are but ill adapted to exprefs the 
fentimeats of the heart on fuch an important occafion, joy, pity, 


CHAP. XLV. 


Fofeph maketh himfelf kn 


dence; fendeth for his father by them; 14 and cor- 
dially embraceith them. 16 Pharaoh confirmeth 
Fofeph’s invitation. 21 Fofeph furnifheth his brethren 
for thetr journey, and exhorteth them to concord. 26 
Facob at firft hardly believeth, but is at length revived 


with the news. 

T HEWN Jofeph could not refrain himfelf before 

all them that {ood by him; and he cried, Caufe 
every man to go out fromme. And there flood no 
man with him, while Jofeph made himfelf known 
unto his brethren. 

2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians and the 
houfe of Pharaoh heard. 

3 And Jofeph {aid unto his brethren, I am Jofeph; 
doth my father yet live? And his brethren could not 
anfwer him; for they were troubled at his pre-= 
fence. : 

4 And Jofeph faid unto his brethren, Come near 
to me, I pray you. And they came near. And he 
faid, I am Jofeph your brother, whom ye fold into 
Egypt. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry with 
yourfelves, that ye fold me hither: for God did fend 
me before you to preferve life. 

6 For thefe two years Aath the famine been in the 
land: and yet there are five years, in which there /hall 
neither de earing nor harveft. 

7 And God {ent me befose you to preferve youa 
poiterity in the earth, and to fave your lives by a 
great deliverance, " 

8 So now z was not you that fent me hither, but 
God: and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh; and 
lord of all his houfe, and a ruler throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 

9 Hafte ye, and go up to my father, and fay unto 
him, Thus faith thy fon Jofeph, God hath made 
me lord of all Egypt: come down unto me, tarry 
not: 

10 And thou fhalt dwell in the land of Gofhen, 
and thou fhalt be near unto me, thou, and thy chil- 
dren, and thy children’s children, and thy flocks, 
and thy herds, and all that thou haf: 

11 And there will 1 nourifh thee; for yet there 
are five years of famine; teft thou, and thy houfhold, 
and all that thou haft, come to poverty. 

12 And, 


rT 
fraternal love, intermixed with a high veneration of Providence, in 
bringing about fo furprifing an event, {well his foul with motions too 
big for utterance, which can only be vented by the more expreffive. 
language of nature, that of fighs and tears. s 

4 Lam Fofeph, deth my father yet live ?| Obferve how quick the 
tranfition! his foul is fo full of filial affection to his father, that be- 
fore he had finithed his fentence, he enquires after him, though they 
had before told him he was alive. 

His brethren could not anfwer him} Yet this filence was certainly 
very expreflive ; it fhews the in{pired writer to be a confummate 
matter of nature, and conveys to the mind a truer idea of confcious 
guilt and anxious terror, than could have been exprefied by any de- 
elaration. 

Troubled, &c.] It is inthe Hebrew, They were alarmed. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, &c.] Sufficiently convinced by 
their whole behaviour that they repented of what they had done; 
with fentiments equally generous and pious, he bids them think no 
more of their former ill ufage of him, but adore the divine Proyi- 
dence that had turned their a¢tion into fo fignala blefling to them 
and the whole race. 

6 Earing nar barvef.| This word * caring,” in our tranflation, 


own. 
Before 


CHRIST 
1707. 


1706. 


is derived from the Saxon, To plow or till the ground. The Egyp-. 


tians have not the laborious tafk of plowing, digging, or harrowing ; 
but when the Nile is retired after its inundations, they only mingle 
a lictle fand with the mud to abate its ftrength, after which they fow 
without pains or expence. Anciently they ufed to put their hogs 
to tread the feed in the ground, and when the harveft came, let 
them in again to tread the corn out of the ear. , 

8 Lt was not you that fent me hither, but God) Certainly the good 
event of their felling him was indeed to be imputed to God, though 
the fault was theirs. This fpontaneous apology for the pexfidy of his 
brethren is a noble inftance of magnanimity and forgivenefs. 

Hath made me-a father to Pharach, &c.} This is in the Arabic, 
As a mafter unto Pharaoh; which implies, that he confulted him in 
all his meafures, and was honoured by hisn for his prudence, as a fae 
ther is by his fon. * 

a2 Your 
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Fofeph Jendeth for his father. 


Before 


12 Mae es Ae MER cee Uae OL Ee a behold, your eyes fee, and the eves of 
S ice ny brother Benjamin, that it ts my mouth that fpeak- 
eth unto you. 
13 And ve fhall tell my father of all my glory in 
Egypt, and of all that ye have feen; and ye fhall 
haite and bring down my father hither. 


GENE 


149 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck, 
and wept; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 

15 Moreover he kiffed all his brethren, and wept 
upon them: 
bim. 

16 @ And the fame thereof was heard in Pharaoh’s 
houfe, faying, Jofeph’s brethren are comc: and it 
pleafed Pharaoh well, and his fervants. 

37 And Pharaoh faid unto Jofeph, Say unto thy 
brethren, This do ye; lade your beafts, and go, get 
you unto the land of Canaan ; 

18 And take your father and your houfholds, and 
come unto me: and I will give you the good of the 
land of Egypt, and ye fhall eat the fat of the land. 

19.Now thou art commanded, this do ye; take 
you waggons out of the land of Egypt for your little 
ones, and for your wives, and bring your father, and 
come. 

20 AMo regard not your ftuff; for the good of 
all the land of Egypt is your’s. 

21% And the childien of [frael didfo: and Jofeph 
gave them waggons, according to the commandment 
of Pharaoh, and gave them provifion for the way. 

22 To all of them he gave each man changes of 
raiment; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred 

pieces of filver, and five changes of raiment. 

' 93 And to his father he fent after this manner; ten 
affes laden with the good things of Egypt, and ten 
fhe affes laden with corn and bread and meat for his 
father by the way. 

24 So he fent his brethren away, and they de- 
parted : and he faid unto them, See that ye fall not 
out by the way. 

25 % And they went up out of Egypt, and came 
into the land of Canaan to Jacob their father, 

26 And told him, faying, Jofeph 7s yet alive, ae 
An 


and after that his brethren talked with 


he is governor over all the land of Egypt. 





12 Your eves fer, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, &e.] ive. 
You mutt furely be convinced, when you view me attentively, and 
hear me {peak in yourown language, that itis certainly your brother 
Jofeph who now talks with you. 

15 After that bis brethrexs jalked with him.) That is when they 
were recovered from their aftonifhment, and he had tenderly em- 
braced them, they began to talk familiarly, without apprehenfion. 

20 Regard nat your fluff, &c.] Be no longer folicitous about im- 


Ricments of hufbandry, or other moveables ; for the land of Egypt 
will abundantly fupply you with whctever you require. 
24 See thar ye full not out by the avay.] Being no ftranger to the 


qucrulous tempers of his brethren, Jofeph thought proper to admon- 
ith them in this gentle manner, which at the fame time implied a 
reproof. Probably he fufpefted that they might accufe each other 
with the cruelty they had exercifed towards him, or caft invidious 
refleRions on Benjamin, becaufe ke had becnemincntly diftinguifhed 
from the reft. 

26 Jacob's heart, &c.] Thus the tide of joy, which fuddenly 
rufhed apon him at hearing that his favourite fon, whom he had fo 
long confidered as dead, was ftill in being, was too impetuous to be 
refitted at this period. 

27 Revived.) Even the bare mention of the name of Jofeph, 
whom he had long accounted to be dead, revived his forrows for 
his lofs, and overpowered his fpirits. But when he faw the carriages 
fent by his beloved fon, his diffidence vanifhed, and j joy. revived 
his heart, juit as freth oil poured upon a dying lamp, makes it rekin- 
dle and burn with a new and more vigorous flame. 

28 Le is enough; Fofeph my fon &c.| This is in the Vulgate, Ic 
is {uf&cient for me: my fon is yet alive : the Septuagint, Ie is agreat 
thing to me, &c. and the Chaldee, The chief thing with me is this, 
that my fon is yet alive. His fons had informed him that Jofeph 
was alive, and that he was.governor of Egypt; the latter was what 
Jofeph Kad particularly ordered them to acquaint him with; but 
the good patriarch was fo little affefted with the advancement of his 
fon, that he replies, ** Iris enough! Jofeph my fon is yet alive!” 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLY. 


The following important inftru€ion we may gather from what Jofeph 
remarks in this chapter; that however unhappy the firft appear- 


ances of fufferings may be, and however wicked the intentions 


S 1S: 


Jacob’s heart fainted, for he believed them not. 
27 And they told him all the words of jofeph, 
which he had faid unto them: and when he fay the 
waggons which Jofeph had fent to carry him, 
{pirit of Jacob their father revived: 
28 And Ifracl faid, Jt is enough ; Jofeoh my fon 
zs yet alive: I will go and {ee him before I die. 


C H A P. ALVI,. 


Facob ts comforted by God at Beer-fheda. 
Sos with his family into Egypt, 8 The number of 
thofe that went with him. 28  Fofeph meeteth Faccb. 


31 He inftrutteth his brethren how to unfwer Pherach. 


the 


5 He goed 


N D Hracl took his journey with all that he had, 
and came to Beer-fheba, and offered facrifices 
unto the God of his father Faas 


2 And God fpake unto Ifracl in the viftons of the 


night, and faid, Jacob, Jacob. And he faid, Here 
am I. 


3 And he faid, I am God, the God of thy father : 
fear not to go down into Egypt; for I will there 
make of thee a great nation: 


4 I wilt go down with thee into E gypt; and Iwill 


alfo furcly bring thee up again: and Jofeph fhall 
put his hand upon thine eyes. 


§ % And Jacob rofe up from Beer-fheba: and the 
fons of Ifrael carried Jacob their father, and their 
little ones, and their wives, in the waggons which 
Pharaoh had fent to carry him. * 

6 And they took their cattle, and their goods, 
which they had gotten in the land of Canaan, and 
came into Egypt, Jacob, and all his feed with him: 

7 His fons, and his fons’ fons with him, his daugh- 
ters, and all his feed brought he with him into Egypt. 

8 @ And thefe are the names of the children of 
Ifrael, which came out of Egypt, Jacob and his fons : 
Reuben, Jacob’s firft-barn: 


g And the fons of Reuben; Hanoch, and Phallu, 
and Hezron, and Carmi. 


10 And the fons of Simeon; Jemuel, and Jamin, 


and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the fon 
ofa Canaanitith woman. 


11 And 


of thofe who are the inftruments of them, they are under the dif- 


pofal of a wife and good Providence, w ho knows how to bring 
good out of evil, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLVI. 


1 Came to Beer foeba.| Whivh place 
Abraham had formerly plated a grg 
rations to the everlafting Pr 

The Ged of—Ifuac. ld 
caufe Haac was dead. § 

2 Here am 4.) dan 
ritan, and Syriac. re 
Arabic, What is thy ple 
ture, in reply to an im 
fity to know, and readi 

3 1 am God, the God. 
God of thy*father; and is 1% 
It is an elliptical expreffion, and the fer 
me to fay unto thee, &c. &c. 

Fear not to go down.) ‘There are feveral reafons why Jacob might 
have been difinclined to go into Egypt, had he not been honeured. 
with this vifion. Abraham had been injured there ; it had been pre- 
digted that his feed fhould be afflicted by the Egyptians; Haac had 
been warned not to go thither, and the occupation of his family was 
odious to the Egyptians. See chap. xii. 15. x. 13. xxVi. 2. Vere 

34. of this chapter, and xliii. 32. 

For £ will there make of thee a greatnation.) Which prophecy was 
miraculoufly fulfilled ; there were no more than feventy that went 
into Egy pt, and behold they increafed to about fix hundred thou- 
fand in the fpace of two hundred and fifteen years. 

4 Shall put his hand upon thine cyes,|  W hich laf and folemn office 
that could be paid a dying parent was generally performed by tlie 
neareft relations of the deceafed. And the prophecy mutt have af- 
forded great confolatian to jacob; for what could have given him 
greater comfort, than to be affured, that the fon whom he loved 
moft, fhould be prefent with him, and perform this laft office of kind- 
nefs to a beloved father? ' 

7 Brought be with bimiato Egypt] The promife God had made 
to Abraham, to give his pofterity the land of Canaan, could not be 
; 5 performed 


ay in his road from Hebron ; 
re ae offered up his ado- 
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Fofeph meeteth his father. 
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tt And the fons of Levi; Gerfhon, Kohath, and 
Merari. 

12 And the fons of Judah;. Er, and Onan, and 
Shelah, and Pharez, and Zarah: but Erand Onan 
died in the land of Canaan. And the fons of Pharez 
were Hezron and Hamul. 

13 And the fons of Ifachar; Tolah, and Phuvah, 
and Job, and Shimron. 


14 And the fons of Zebulun; Sered, and Elon, 


and fahleel. 


15 Thefe de the fons of Leah, which fhe bare} 


unto Jacob in Padan-aram, with his daughter Dinah: 
all the fouls of his fons and his daughters were thirty 
and three. ; 

16 And the fons of Gad; 
Shuni, and Ezbon, Eri, and Arodi, and Arcli. 


17 And the fons of Afher; Jimnah, and Ifhuah,} 


and Ifui, and Beriah,and Serah their fifter: and the 
fons of Beriah; Heber, and Malchiel. 


18 Thefe are the fons of Zilpah, whom Laban} 


gave to Leah his daughter, and thefe fhe bare unto 
Jacob, even fixteen fouls. 

1g The fons of Rachel Jacob’s wife; Jofeph, 
and Benjamin. : 

20 And unto Jofeph in the land of Egypt were 
born Manaffeh and Ephraim, which Afenath.the 
daughter of Potipherah, prieft of On, bare unto him. 

21 And the fons of Benjamin were Belah, and 
Becher, and Afhbel, Gera, and Naaman, Ehi, and 
Rofh, Muppim, and Huppim, and Ard. 

22 Thefe are the fons of Rachel, which were born 
to Jacob : all the fouls weve fourteen. . 

23 And the fons of Dan; Hufhim. 

24 And the fons of Naphtali; Jahzeel, and Guni, 
and Jezer, and Shillem. 

25 Thefe are the fons of Bilhah, which Laban 
gave unto Rachel his daughter, and fhe bare thefe 
unto Jacob: all the fouls were feven. ; 

26 Allthe fouls that came with Jacob into Egypt, 
which came out of his loins, befides Jacob’s fons’ 
wives, all the fouls were threefcore and fix ; 

27 And the fons of Jofeph, which were born him 
in Egypt, were two fouls: all the fouls of the houfe 





performed till that family was grown ftrong enough to take and keep 
poffeffion of it. Inthe mean time, therefore, they were neceflitated 
to refide amongft idolaters, and to refide unmixed ; but whoever 
examines their hiftory will fee, that the Ifraelites ever had a violent 


propenfity to join themfelves to Gentile nations, and to practife their 


manners. God therefore, in his infinite wifdom, brought them into 
Egypt, and kept them there during this period, the only place where 
they could remain, for fing a time, fafe and unconfounded with 
the nations ; the ancie jag being, by numerous inftitutions, 
forbidden all fellow gnd bearing befides 2 par- 
ticular averfion to thei raclites who were thepherds. 
From the Ifraclites new occafion to adore 
the foorfteps of ete pomations to his elect. 

15 Thirty and thr¥ feof cominentators agree in 
including Jacob himfe! ar, becaufe otherwife there 
wonld be only thirty-tw. Paamber of Jacob’s pofterity 
by Leah, including Be Mounted only to thirty-five ; 
but as thefe two arevéxclu ‘from the pedigree by the hiftorian 
himfelf, there confequéntly remain only thirty-two; how then can 
we authenticate the facred text, which afferts, that there were thirty 
and three? By including Jacob himfelf in the number, as ver. 27. 
plainly thews. 

21 Sons 9° Beajamin, &c.). As fome commentators fuppofe that 
Benjamin was at this time feven-and-twenty years of age, and that 
he might poffibly have twro wives, according to the mode of the 
times, he might certainly have had all the fons mentioned before 
the defcent mro Egypt. 

28 To dire& his face unto Gofben, &c.\  ‘Vhis is in the Hebrew, 
To prepare before him Goshen ; the Vulgate rendersit, ‘fo acquaint 
him of his coming, that he might mect him in Gofhen ; which is 
fapported by ver.29. The Chaldec tranflates, To prepare forhim 
in Gofhen. x 

29 Prefented bimfelf unto bie, &c.] It is in:the Hebrew, Was 
feen by him; the Vulgate and Oriental tranflations render, When 
he faw him. 5 

30 Now let me die, &c.] It is according to the Hebrew, May I, 
or [will die now 5 the Vulgate renders it, I thall die gladly, fince, 
&c. and the Chaldee, Though I fhould die now, I fhall be comforted, 
&c, an expreffion that implies the greateft refignation, joy, and af- 
feGtion, and is fimiiar to that of Simeon, Luke ii. 29. 

No. 5. 































Ziphion, and Haggi,}- 


of Jacob, which came into Egypt, 
and ten, 

28 ( Andhe fent Judah before him unto Jofeph, 
to dire&t his face unto Gofhen ; and they came into 
the land of Gofhen. 

29 And Jofeph made ready his chariot, and went 
up to mect Lfrael his father, to Gofhen, and prefented 


were threefcore 


on his neck a good while. 

go And Ifrael faid unto Jofeph, Now lect me die, 
fince I have feen thy face, becaufe thou a7t yet alive, 

3: I And Jofeph faid unto his brethren, and unto 
his father’s houfe, I will go up, and fhew Pharaoh, 
and fay unto him, My brethren, and my father’shoufe, 
which were in the land of Canaan, are come untome; 

32 And the men are fhepherds, for their trade 
hath been to feed cattle; and they have brought their 


|| flocks, and their herds, and all that they have. 


33 And it fhall come to pafs, when Pharaoh fhall 
call you, and fhall fay, What is your occupation ? 

34 That ye fhall fay, Thy fervants’ trade hath 
been about cattle from our youth even until now, 
both we, and alfo our fathers; that ye may dwell in 
the land of Gofhen ; forevery fhepherd zs an.abomi- 
nation unto the Egyptians. 


C H A P. XLVIE. 
1 ple prefenteth fue of his brethren and his father 
fc 


ore Pharaoh. 11 He giveth them habitation and 
maintenance. 13 He getteth all the money, cattle, and 
lands of the Egyptians, the lands of the priefts only ex- 
cepted, for Pharaoh. 23 He letteth them the land 
again for the fifth of the increafe. 27 Ifrael multi. 
plieth in Gofhen. 28 Facob’s age: he fweareth Fofiph 
to bury him with his fathers. 


ape EN Jofeph came and told Pharaoh, and faid, 
My father and my brethren, and their flocks, 
and their herds, and all that they have, are come out 
of the land of Canaan; and, behold, they ave in the 
land of Gothen. 
2 And he took fome ofhis brethren, even five men, 
and prefented them unto Pharaoh. 
: g And 


32 The meu are foepherds; &c.j Thisisinthe Hebrew, They 
have been men of cattle. See chap. xliit. 32. 
34 Lhatye may dwell in the land of Gyfher, &cC.] Notwithftanding 
the Septuagint call ic in this verfe Gefem, yet in verfe 2g, they call 
it Heroopolis. It lay on the north-wetterly part of the Arabian 

Iph, towards the confines of Canaan. It was Abaris, which 
Chaioh gave them, and that was then void of cattle. The chief 
motives which induced Jofeph to prefer this fectlement for his family, 
were, toprevent their difperfian, and to provide for their attendance 
upon his aged father, and tikewif to prevent any mifunderftanding, 
orenmity between them and the Egyptians, as they could nottook 
upon them as rivals, on account of their following a profeffion which 
they deemed illicit. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLVI. 


Firlt, we here find, that*before Jacob fet out on kis journey, God 
appeared to him, but not till he had offered facrifice. From this 
let us learn, that before we can have Yeafon ro expect the Divine 
favour, we mutt feek God ina way of duty. Secondly, we find 

- that Jacob did not hefitate in obeying the Divine command. Let 
this teach us, that’ whenever an opportonfty occurs for us to 
do good, or Providence calls us out on things of importance, 
it is our duty to comply, fet the tak be attended with ever fo 
many difficulties; for if we are found in away of duty, God will 
affit' us. Laftly, the refpett fhewn by Jofeph to his father, 
fhould bea leffon to youth in general, and ferve to imprefs upom 
their minds humility and reverence. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLVIL 


"1 Bebold, they are in the land of Gofoen.)_ For they flop there cilf 
they knew the king’s pleafure ; as it was in the entrance of Egyp:. 
See chap xivi. 34. 

2 Some of bis brethren, &c.] The Hebrew word éetzeh, tranfla- 
ted ‘© fome,” figtiifies, Extremity or the meanett, as appears from 
1 Kings xii. 31. It fometimes fignifies, The hel, asin Judges xviii. 
2. yet ic mot be confeffed, that it Gynifies likewife, a part, and 
may be ufed in that fenfe, according to our tranflation, which is 
fupported by the Septuagint, Samaritan, Arabic, and Syrias. - 
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himfelf unto him; and he fell on his neck, and wept — 
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Faceb prefented to Pharaoh. 


And Pharaoh faid unto his brethren, What zs 
your occupation? And they faid unto Pharaoh, Thy 
fervants are fhepherds, both we, and alfo our fathers. 

4 They faid moreover unto Pharaoh, For to fojourn 
in the land are we come; for thy fervants have no 
pafture for their flocks; for the famine zs fore in the 
land of Canaan: now therefore, we pray thee, let 
thy fervants dwell in the land of Gofhen. 

s5 And Pharaoh fpake unto Jofeph, faying, Thy 
father and thy brethren-are come unto thee: 

6 The land of Egypt is before thee; inthe beft of 
the land make thy Father and brethren to dwell; in 
the land of Gofhen Jet them dwell: and if thou 
knoweft any men of a€tivity among them, then make 
them rulers over my cattle. 

7 And Jofeph brought in Jacob his father, and fet 
him before Pharaoh’: and Jacob blefled Pharaoh. 

8 And Pharaoh faid unto Jacob, How old a7t thou? 

g And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh, The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty 
years: few and evil have the days of the years of my 
life been, and have not attained unto the days of the 
years of the life of my fathers in the days of their 
pilgrimage. 

10 And Jacob bleffed Pharaoh, and went out from 
before Pharaoh. 

11 I And Jofeph placed his father and his bre- 
thren, and gave them a poffeffion in the land of 
Egypt, in the beft of the land, in the land of Ramefes, 
as Pharaoh had commanded. 

12 And Jofeph nourifhed his father, and his bre- 
thren, and all his father’s houfhold, with bread, ac- 
cording to their families. 

13 @ And there was no bread in all the land; for 
the famine was very fore, fo that the land of Egypt 
and ail the land of Canaan fainted by reafon of the 
famine. 


Se cm PST A SA RAE PES A A A NEL EAS LT 

4 To fejourn, &e.] Their intention not being to fettle, but only 
to fojourn, their requeft feemed the more modeft; and their defire 
to be fituated in the land of Gofhen, which lay on the confines of 
Canaan, fhewed them fincere in their intention to return to their 
own country. The propriety of defiring this place will appear more 
plainly, if we recollect chat thg land of Canaan was higher than that 
of Gothen, which, lying in a low, marfhy ground, might afford fome 
futtenance for their cattle, when all the forage of Canaan was entirely 
confumed. Pharaoh feems to confirm this motive, in ver. 6. wherein 
he firft orders Jofeph to fettle his family ‘in the beft of the land,” 
and immediately adds, ‘‘in the Jand of Gothen let them dwell.” 

6 dn the land of Gofben, &c.] This fentence is omitted in the 
Septuagint; and the Arabic renders it, Said; which if it be the an- 
cient Thebais, or country now ftyled, Al Saida, is more foutherly 
than that wherein Hieropolis was fituated. 

7. jaceb bleffed Pharach.] This word “ blefs,”” when applied to 
God, fignifies to thank or praife, to reward, or beftow fome fingvlar 
favour; but when applied to men, it fignifies to with health, profpe- 
rity, or happinefs. “The Septuagint verfion confirms this expofition, 
by afferting, that he faluted the king, and prayed for the profpe- 
rity of his people. 

g the days of the years of my pilerimage.] It is concluded from this 
fpeech, that Mofes taught a future ftate; and efpecially fince the 
author of the epiftle to the Hebrews hath brought it, chap. xi. 13. 
as a proof that Jacob and the patriarchs looked for a better country: 
that Jacob did {o is unqueftionable; but it can never be allowed, that 
the words in cheir literal and obvious meaning exprefs any fuch thing. 
Pharaoh is here queftioning the patriarch not of human life in gene- 
ral, but of his own; therefore, to make the reply pertinent, Jacob 
muft be underftood to mean, by his ‘¢ pilgrimage,” the unfettled 
\ ay of life, living in tents, and removing from place to place, as the 
convenience of paiturage gave him invitation; and by the «evil of 
chis days,” the ftraits he fuffered from the fraud of Labar and the 
hatred of his brother Hfau. As for the complaint of the “ fewnefs 
of his days,” he himfelf explains it to be, not on account of the 
thortness of human-life in gencral, but Decaufe, “ he had not At- 
tained unto the days of the years of the life of his fathers.” The 
fen(e, therefore, which the writer of the epiftle to the Hebrews puts 
upon thefe words, muft needs be that of the {piritual. 

fave not attained, &c.| For Abraham was one hundred and fe- 
venty years old, and Haac one hundred and eighty. 

11 Rameles,&c-] "Thofe who imayzine that this is the place men- 
dioned Zx-d.i. 14. and xii. 37. fuppote that it is fo named here by 
anticipation. Yet it muft be recolleGted that the land of Egypt was 
divided among the king, priefts, and foldiery ; and Rameles, was 
at this time the reigning-king of Egypr; the land of Ramefes, will 
then fignify only that part of the land which was the king’s own 
property: that it was the beft, we need not doubr, and that he had 
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14 And Jofeph gathered up all the moncy that 


Fofeph buyeth the land for Pharaoh. 


Bef. se 
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was found in the land of Egypt, and in the land of 77‘; 


Canaan, for the corn which they bought: and Jo- 
feph brought the money into Pharaoh's houfe. 

1g And when money failed in the land of Egvpt, 
and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto 
Jofeph, and faid, Give us bread: for why fhould we 
die in thy prefence? for the money faileth. 

16 And Jofeph faid, Give me your cattle; and I 
will give you for your cattle, if money fail. 

17 And they brought their cattle unto Jofeph: 
and Jofeph gave them bread zn exchange for horfes, 
and for the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, 
and for the affes: and he fed them with bread for 
all their cattle for that year. 

18 When that year was ended, they came unto 
him the fecond year, and faid unto him, We will 
not hide zt from my lord, how that our money is 
fpent; my lord alfo hath our herds of cattle; there 
is not aught Jeft in the fight of my lord, but our 
bodies, and our lands: 

19 Whercfore fiall we die before thine eyes, both 
we and our land? buy us and our land for bread, 
and we and our land will be fervants unto Pharaoh: 
and give us feed, that we may live, and not dic, thar 
the land be not defolate. 

20 And Jofeph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh; for the Egyptians fold every man his ficld, 
becaufe the famine prevailed over them: fo the land 
became Pharaoh’s. 

21 And as for the people, he removed them to 
cities from ene end of the borders of Egypt even to 
the other end thereof. 

22 Only the land of the priefts bought he not; 
for the priefts had a portion afigned them of Pharaoh, 
and did eat their portion which Pharaoh gave then: 
wherefore they fold not their lands. 

23 2 Then 


a right to beftow it on the Ifraelites, no one can objet to. The 
land invefted in the priefts, or foldiery, was certainly at that time not 
in the king’s difpofal, though that which was his own property was, 
and that might with the greateft propriety be ftyled, trom his own 
name, the land of Ramefes, as in the verfe- 

14. Found in the land, &c.} This word which we render “ found,” 
fignifies, Received, chap. xxvi. 12. and implies that Jofeph colleét- 
ed all the money that was reccived, and brought it into the king's 
houfe, or treafury. Jofeph was guilty of no injuftice in making the 
Egyptians pay for the corn he fold them, becaufe part of it be- 
longed to Pharaoh, as his fifth, the revenues of Egypt being col- 
lected from the preduce of the Iand; and the other part was plainly 
purchafed with the money belonging to Pharaoh. 

16 Give your cattl, &c J Which demand'was made with a view 
of faving their cattle; which they could not provide food for, as 
they would fcarcely purchafe corn enougiy,for themfelves. Befides, 
as they were by this means rid of thi tnce which their’ catde 
would fubje& them to, the ler. -1 Male to fupply their own 
occafional wants. ‘ 

19 We and cur land qi 
lands, according to profane Jal 
the priefts, and the foldier# 
ing of this famine, exprefsly? 
the king, the priefts, and th 
two accounts look, it will be'fdind,. 
man teftimony fully fupports all that Mofes hath delivered concern- 
ing this matter. Mofes telis us, that before the famine, all the 
land of Egypt was in the hands of the king, the priefts, and the 
people ; but thar this national calamity made a great revolution in 
property, and brought the whole poffeffions of the people into the 
king’s hands; which muft necds' make a prodigious acceflion of 
power to the crown. But Jofeph, inwhom the minifter and pa- 
triot fupported each other, and jointly concurred to the public fer- 
vice, prevented for fome time the ill effects of this accefiion, by his 
farming out the new domain to the old proprietors, on very exfy 
terms, 

21 From one end of the borders of Egypt even to the other end rhereas J 
Jofcph's motive in tranfplanting the people, reciprocally, from oae 
end of Egypt to the other, was, to fecure Pharaoh in his new pro- 
perty, by defeating the ill effects of that fondnefs which peaple na- 
turally have to old paternal inheritances, Others affign a different 
motive, which they fupport as follows: in chap. xli. 48. [ofeph is 
faid, **to gather up the food of every field, which was round every 
city, and to have laid it up in that city.” Sothat he removed them 
into the cities where the corn was Jaid up; for the better conve- 
niency of feeding them. 

2z Only the lands of the pricfis beught he net, &2.] The priefts 
were a diftinct order in the ftare, and had a fixed landed revenues 

and 















eepnte.Piocracl, &c.] The 
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Fofeph vifiteth hes fick father, CHA P. XLVIII. 


Before 


curisy. 23 © Then Jofeph faid unto the people, Behold, I 
““sror. bave bought you this day and your land for Pharaoh: 


who bleffeth him and his two Sons. 


2 And one told Jacob, and faid, Behold, thy fon _ Before 
Jofeph cometh unto thee: and Ifrael flrengthened CHRIST 
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lo, here is feed for you, and ye fhall fow the land. 
24 And it fhall come to pafsin the increafe, that 


ye fhall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four 
parts fhall be your own, for feed of the field, and for 


your food, and for them of your houfholds, and for 
food for your little ones. 

25 And they faid, Thou haft faved our lives: let 
us find grace in the fight of my lord, and we will be 
Pharaoh’s fervants. 


26 And Jofeph made italaw over the land of 


Egypt unto this day, that Pharaoh fhould have the 


fifth pert : except the land of the priefts only, which, 


became not Pharaoh’s. 

27 WI And Ifrael dwelt in the land of Egypt, inthe 
country of Gofhen ; and they had poffeffions there- 
in, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly. 

28 @ And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt feven- 


teen ycars: fo the whole age of Jacob was an hun- 


dred forty and {even years. , 


29 And the time drew nigh that Ifracl muft die: 
and he called his fon Jofeph, and faid unto him, If 


now Ihave found grace in thy fight, put, I pray thee, 
thy hand under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly 


with me ; bury me not, I pray thee, in Egypt. a 
30 But I will lie with my fathers, and thou fhale! 


carry me out of Egypt,and bury me in their burving 

place. And he faid, I will do asthou haft faid. 

31 And he faid, Swear unto ‘me. And he {ware 
unto him. And Hracl bowed himfelf upon the bed’s 
head. 

CHAP. XLVIII. . 

i Jofepk with his fons vifiteth his fick father, who 
Slrengthened himfelf to blefs them. 3 Herepeateth God's 
promife; taketh Ephraimand Manaffeh as his own; and 
telleth Fofeph of his mother’s grave. 8 He bleffeth 
Fofeph’s two fons with their father, and preferreth the 

“:younger before the elder. 21 He prophefieth their return 

to Canaan, in which he giveth Fofeph a double portion. 


A ND itcame to pafs after thefe things, that one told 
Jofeph, Behold, thy father zs fick : and he took 
with him his two fons, Manaffeh and Ephraim. 


a ESS 
and that when the famine raged fo fevercly that the people were com- 


pelled to fell their lands to the crown for bread, the priefts ftill kept || 


theirs unalienated, and were fupplied gratis. Thvs we fee not enly 
the reverence in which the order was held, but the public ufes of re- 
ligion, to which two-thirds of their revenues were applied, kept 
their property from being violated. : 

23 fhave bougks you, &c.} What can be more unjuft and abfurd, 
than the accufation of Jofeph’sggeking the free monarchy of Egypt 
defpetic ? for allowing it dig@iMmmis time fuffer fuch a revolution, 
whois to be efteemed the autem i Bharaoh himfelf? Jofeph 
indeed was prime minifter, but.® pear that his matter 
was of that tribe of crazy meeatthvtam ufted their fceptre to 
the hands of their fervants. M6fes-dd him as active, vigilant, 
jealous of his authority, anxious for Boahtry, and little indulgent 
to his officers of flate. Put the zerimsin whigh ‘he invefts Jofeph in 
his office, fhews that office to be parely miniftérial, ‘¢ Thou thalt be, 
&e.”” Ger. ali. 40. i ¢. thou fhalt adminifter juftice, but I will re- 
ferve to myfelfthe prerogative of iffuing forth Jaws. 

29 Under my thigh, &c.} According tochap. xxiv. 2. : 

31 Boawed him/elf upon the bed’: bead. - Tramflated in the Chaldee, 
He worthipped upon the bed’s head; the Vulgate, He worfhipped 
God, having turned towards his bed’s head ; this paflage fignifies, 
that he proitrated himfelf on his bed, fepporting himfelf upon his 
pillow to return thanks to God forthe burial Jofeph had promifed 
him; in the fame manner as David is faid to have done, 1 Kurgr i. 47. 
'Yhe Septuagint have rendered the fenrence, And Ifrael worfhipped 
upon the top of his ftaff; the Chaldee is much the fame; and the 
writer of the epiftle to the Hebrews, chap. x1. 21. is quoted as con- 
firming the fenfe of the Septuagint. But to this ic is objeéted, that 
the writer alludes.to a different aétion, namely, Jacob’s bleffing Jo- 
feph’s chitdren, which did not happen till fome timeafter. In this 
paffage the patriarch feems to have been confined to his bed ; but in 
the other, referred to by tht writer to the Hebrews, to have receiv. 
ed treth fpirits, and to have fat on it, leaning, perhaps, on hisftaff. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLVII. 


Jo’eph in this chapter atts with a noble generofity ; inftead of taking 
advantage of the neceflities of the Egyptians, inftead of even in- 
Gifting on the bargain they, had made them({cives, he returns them 
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their citates, only laying a tax on them, for the better fupport of 
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himfelf, and far upon the bed. 

3 1 And Jacob faid unto Jofeph, God Almighty 
appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and 
bleffed me, : 

4 And faid unto me, Behold, I will make thee 
fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of theea 
multitude of people; and will give this landto thy 
feed after thee for an everlafting poffeffion. 

5 And now thy two fons, Ephraim and Manaffeh, 
which were born unto thee in.the land of Egypt be- 
fore 1 came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Rev- 
ben and Simeon, they fhall be mine. 

6 And thy iffue, which thou begetteft after them, 
fhall be thine, and fhall be called after the name of 
their brethren in their inheritance. 

7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Ra~ 
chel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, 
when yet there was but a little way to come unto 
Ephrath; and I buried her theré in the way of 
Ephrath ; the fame zs Beth-lehem. : 

8 @ And Ifrael beheld Jofeph’s fons, and faid, 
Who are thefe.? Be 

9 And Jofeph faid unto his father, They are my 
fons, whom God hath ‘given me in this place.’ And he 
faid, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will 
blefsthem. — 

‘10 Now the eyes of Ifrael were dim for age, fothat 
he could not fee. And he brought them near unto 
him; and he kiffed them, and embraced them. 

11 And Ifrael faid unto Jofeph,I had not thought 
to fee thy face: and, lo, God hath fhewed me alfo 
thy feed. 

12,And Jofeph brought them out from.between 
his Raeess and he bowed himfelf with his face to the 
earth. ‘ 

13 And Jofeph took them both, Ephraim in his 
right hand toward Ifrael’s left hand, and Manaffeh 
in his left hand toward Ifrael’s right hand, and 
brought ¢hem near unto him. 

14 And Ifrael ftretched out his right hand, and laid 


it upon Ephraim’s head,who was the younger,and his 


left 


the government, at the rate of a fifth part, which he found by 
trial, from what was taken up in the feven years of plenty, Egypt 
could well {pare. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XLVIII. 


1 One told Fofeph, &c.1 Iris inthe Hebrew, And it was after 
thefe things ; and he faid unto Jofeph, Behold thy father, &c. The 
Oriental tranfations agree in rendering, It was told, or news was 


brought ; which implies, that a meffenger was difpatched to Jofeph, 


2 Strengthened bimfelf, &c.\ ltis in Hebrew, He comforteth himfelf, 


‘The Chaldee and othertranflations render it, Ifrael was comforted. 


5 Aud ui thy two fons, &c.} i. ¢. Shall become the heads of dif- 


tinct tribes, and have an inheritance in the land of Canaan, equal 
with the reft of his fons. 
upon Jofeph, which was the privilege of the firft-born, by making 
his fons equal with his own. : 


Thus Jacob beftows a double portion 


6 And thy Jue which thou begetteft after them, Jball be thine, &c.J 


i. e. They fhall not make diftin& tribes, but be confidered as the 
defcendants of my other fons. 


7 Rachel died by me, &c.] This cireumftarce Jacob feems to men= 


tion as a reafon why he adopted Ephraim and Manaffeh, being wil- 
pling to honour her memory, who died in child-birth, by adding her 
two grandchildren to the number of his own fons. 


14 Who was the younger. | “Vhe preference of the younger before the 


elder occurs fo frequently in {cripture, that itis not a-ltttle remarka~ 
ble; thus Abel was preferred before Cain, Shem before Japheth, Ifaac 
before Ifhmael, Jacob before Efau, Judah and jofeph before Reus 
ben, Ephraim before Benjamin, Mofes before Aaron, and David 


before his brethren. May it not likewife be worthy of our notice, 
that Jacob, who deprived his brother of his father’s bleffing by 
ftratagem, fhould be influenced by the divine Being to give by 


| choice the younger fon of Jofeph the fuperior bleffing > 


Guiding his bands wrtin, fy, &c.]) This word « wittingly”’ fig- 
nifies knowingly, and isderived from the Saxon, To know. The 
Hebrew fignities, He made his hands to know, though Manaffeh 
was the firitborn. The Vulgate, Septuagint, and Chaldee render 
it, Changing or croffing his hands; and the Arabic, Perverting 
his hands. -if we tranflate the Hebrew particle chi, ‘* though” or 
*< becaufe,’” which it generally fignifies, inftead of for, the fenfe 
will be more eafy than at prefent it appears, F 

16 The 





Facob bleffeth Fofeph and his fons. 


GENESIS. 


Ens laft bleffing wpon all his fons. 





Before 


CHRIST 


rods. 


left hand upon Manaffch’s head, guiding his hands 
wittingly ; for Manafich was the firft born. : 

15 And he blefled Jofeph, and faid, God, before 
whom wy fathers Abrdhem and Haac did walk, the 
God which fed me all my life long-unto this day, 

16 The angel which redeemed me from all evil, 
blefs the lads; and let my name be named on them, 
and the name of my fathers Abraham and Hfaac ; and 
Jex them grow into a tulritude in the midft of the 
earth, 

17 And when Jofeph faw that his father laid 
his tight hand upon the head of Ephraim, it 
difpleafed chim; and he ‘held up his father’s hand, 
to remove it from Ephraim’s head unto Manaffeh’s 
head, 

18 And Jofeph faid unto his father, Not fo, my 
father: for this zs the &tfborn; put thy right hand 
pen his head. ‘ 

tg And his father refufed, and faid, I know z, my 
fon, | know gt: he.alfo fhall become a people,and he 
alfo fhall be great: but truly hisyounger brothér thal} 
be greater than he, and his feed fhall become a mul- 
titude of nations, os 

20 And he bleffed them that day, fayingj In thee 
fhall Ifrael blefs, faying, God:make thee as Epbraim 
and as Manaffeh: and he fet Ephraim before Ma- 
naffeh, . a 

21 4 And Hrael faid unto Jofeph, Behold, I die: 
bu: God fhal! be with you, and bring you again unto 
the land -of your fathers, 

22 Moreover I have given to thee one por- 





16 The angel which redeemed me from all evil.) In tre Hebrew 
the word which we render ‘ angel,”’ fignifies a meflenger. Moft 
commentators urdérfiand by this the Mefliah, who is called ‘ the 
meflenger of the covenant, Mov. iii. 1. 

Grow into a multitude, &c.) tis in the Hebrew, Let my name 
increafe like thofe creatures which are the moft prolific. 

20 In thee foall Ifrael blefs, &c.] isc. Thele two tribes hall be 
fo eminent snd-profperous, ‘that it fhall become a proverbial form 
among my pofterity, in wifking happinefs to others; God make 
you as happy as Ephraim and Manafith, And this form is to this 
day preferved. 

21 Bring you again unto the land of ycur fathers.\ i. ¢. The land 
of Camaan, God having giver it to the feed of Abraham. 

22 One portion above thy brethren, &c-] Which portion appears 
from Fo. xvii. 1. and xx. 7. to have been Sychem, and it ts 
mentioned by the name of Sychar, as the parcel of ground which 
Jacob gave to his fon Jofeph; but it is much difputed how he gor 
it, and of whom he had conquered or obtained it. It could not 
be had from Hamor, becaufe his father was a Shechemite,.and we 
find no warlike exploit recorded of the patriarch throughout his 
hiftory. The bett ASlution of this difficulty is as follows: when 
his fons had poffeffed this country by the maffacre of the inhabi- 
tants, Jacob was obliged to maintain himfelf in the poffeffion by 
force of arms, till he removed 'to Heth-el, and afterwards to re~ 
cover # from the Amorites, who, living intermixed with the 
Hivites, had taken poffeffion of it during his abfence. And this 
affigns a reafon why he fhould fay, thae he got or recovered it trom 
the Amorites, and not from the Hivites. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLVIII. 


“the book of Genefis, the promife of the land of Canaan to the 
feed of Abraham is feveral times repeated, as well as in this 
chapter: it is always fpoken of with the utmoft affurance, 
through the long courfe and various revolutions of above four 
hundred years; and it was not even till the death of Mofes, who 
wrote thefe things, that the defcendants of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, to whom the promife was-made, got poffeffion of the 
Jand onder the command of Jofhua; and then they remained in 
poficition of it ,for feveral ages: fo that here is a plain demon- 
ftration that God certainly made his purpofe known to the pa- 
triarchs long before tt was executed ; that Mofes, in writ- 
. ing, only recorded what had been divinely revealed to them ; for 
it was not poflible for any man of himfelf to {peak with fo much 
confidence of things long before they happened which depended 
xpon fo many caufes and circumftances to bring them to pafs, 
and which indeed, as we may find by the account of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael’s getting poffeffion of the land, the greateft difi- 
culties lay in the way of, and every thing feemed againft. From 
hence we may Icarn, that whatever obitacles are in.the way of 
any of God’s promifes, how little profpect foever there may fcem 
of their heing accomplifhed, yet we may expect them with a 
toll affurance. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES ow CHAP. XLIX. 
1 da the laft davsy &c.) Signifying hereafter, or im future time. 
Jacob fpeaxs to his tons as the heads of a people, and not as fingte 
vA 4 
































tion above thy brethren, which I took out of the 


Before 
hand of the Amorite with my fword and with my crete 
bow. © 


CHAP. XLIX. 


1 Facob callceth his fons to blefs them. 3 The bleffing of 
Reuben; 5 Simeon and Levi; 8 Judah; 13 Zebulun ; 
14 Iffachar ; 16 Dan; 19Gad; 20 Afher; 21 Naph- 
tali; 22 Fofeph ;27 and Benjamin. 29 He chargeth 
them about his burial, and dieth. ~ 


ae Jacob called unto his fons, and faid, Gather 
. yourfelves together, that I may tcll you ¢hat 
which fhali befall you in the laft days. 

2 Gather yourfeivcs together, and hear, ye fons of 
Jacob; and hearken unto Ifrael your father. 

3 @ Reuben, thou avt my firftborn, my, might, and 
the beginning of my ftrength, the excellency of dig- 
nity, and the excellency of power : 

4 Unftable as water, thou fhalt not excel; becaufe 
thou wenteft up to thy father’s bed; then defiledft 
thou i¢: he went up tomy couch. 

5 @ Simeon and Levi ere brethren; inftruments 
of cruelty are zn their habitations. 

6 O my foul, come not thou into their fecret; un- 
to their affembly, mine honour, be not thou united: 
for in their anger they {lew a man, and in their felf- 
will they digged down a wall. 

7 Curfed de their anger, for éé was fierce; and their 
wrath, for it was crucl: I will divide them in Jacob, 
and fcatter them in Ifrael. 

8 4% Judah 
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perfons; fo that what he fays relates to them and their potterity 
colle€tively, and not to them perfonally. 


3 Renben, thou art my firftborn—the excellency of dignity—and 


power.) Every epithet ufed here refersto the prerogatives of the 


firftborn, which confifted in the honour of the priefthood, whichwas 
conferred on Levi; the rule of government, on Judah ; anda double 
portion of the inheritance, on Jofeph ; thefe Reuben forfeited by his 
crime in defiling the bed of his father, 

4. Unflable as water, thou shalt not excel.} tis inthe Hebrew, Do 
not thou excel ; which words fome connect with the former thus, 
The excellency of dignity is poured out like water, i.e. is like water 
fpilt upcn the reuse But according to our tranflation the fenfe 
is, As water is prone to flow, and ftill tend downward to an inferior 
firuation, fo fhalr thou fall from thy pre-eminence, and fink into a 
level with the reft ofthy brethren. dt is obferved, nothing great is 
recosded of this race. 

He went up to my couch.] The father warmed with indignation 
againft the crime, turns from Reuben, and addreffes this apottrophe 
to his fons. This is one of the many :beauties in writing with which 
the fcriptures abound. 

5 Simeon and Lewi are Trethren, &c.} Becaufe they were fimilar- 
in their difpofitions, being both alike turned to cruelty ; they were 
brethren in iniquity, aflociates in gomtriving the deftruction of the 
Shechemites: ‘their fwords are ingiigients of cruelty.” 

6 Secret.] This word metimes rendered counfcl, 
as in Pfalm xiv. z. whe t, that Jacob was far from 
confenting to their cri y or implicitly : and his 
apoftrophizing his foul vs that he regarded their 
maffacre with the higheft mm and abhorrence. ‘lhe Chaldee’ 
renders it, My foul was not 28. their fecrets; and the Arabic, My 
foul did nor enter into their confpiracy. 

Ber én theer anger they flew a many and in their felf- will, &c.] Which 
words have been varioufly rendered by commentarors; but the true 
fenfe of it feemsto be, in their anger they flew a nation (the She- 
chemites) : and in their felf-will, or headftrong patlion, they flew 
a prince (Hamor or Shechem); for the word tranflated, Man, .is 
read in the plural by the ancient verfions ; and the word, which in 
our tranflation is rendered a wall, may alfo be interprered, a prince. 

7 Cured be their anger.) "“Yhefe words are connecied by fome 
verfions with the foregoing fentences, and the third Cambridge Ms. 
countenances this opinion, therefore the fenfe is, In their anger they 
flew the men ; and intheir fury they deltroyed the princes: curfed 
be their anger for it was fierce, and their fury for it was inficxible. 

Lewill divide them in Fecob, &c.] This was moft eminently ful- 
filled in the tribe of Levi, who had no portion or inheritance of their 
own, but were difperfed among the other tribes : neither had the 
tribe of Simeon any inheritance properly of their own; but only a por~ 
tion in the midft of the tribe aah, from whence feveral of them 
afterwards went in que{t of new habitations, and fo were divided 
from the reft, Fo/. xix. 1—g. 1 Chron. iv. 39. A ccnftant tradition 
too has prevailed among the Jews, which is alfo confirmed by the 
Jerufalem ‘Yargum, that the tribe of Simeon were fo ftraitencd in 
their fituation and circumftances, that great numbers of them were 
neceflitated to feek a fubfiftence among the other tribes, by teaching 
and inftru¢ting their children, 
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8 Q Judah, thou aré he whom thy brethrén fhall 
T praife ; thy hand /hall be in the neck of thine enemies ; 
thy father’s children fhall bow down before thee. 

‘9 Judah is a lion’s whelp: fromthe prey, my fon, 
thou art gone up: he ftooped down, he couched as 
a lian, andasanold lion; who fhal!l roufe him up? 

10 The {cepier fhall not depart from Judah, nor a 


er AE NA NT RI SIRE NILE ES BEIT 

8 Fudah, thou art he whom thy brethren foall profe.] The allufion 
made to Judah’s name in this paffage will be more evident from the 
Hebrew, wherein it is faid, jebudah, jodukab, ** shal’ praife.” Sec 
chap. xxix. 35. ‘The Chaldee inferts a fentence which is not in the 
Hebrew, or the other tranflations ; and reads, Judah, I will praife 
thee, and thou art not confounded ; thy brethren fhall praife thee. 
Somme fay the word sedukah may be rendered, «« thall confefs thee ;””" 
and imagine that the prophecy was fulfilled in the nation being 
named Jews, and the whole country Judea, from Judah, L/ther iii. 6. 
Mat. xxvii. 37. Eta . 

Thy hand foall be in the neck of thine enemies.) It isin the Septua- 
gint tranflated, In the back of thine enemies ; in the Chaldee, ‘Vhy 
hand thali prevail againft thine cnemies, thy enemies fhall be difper- 
fed, they thall be turned backwards in thy fight. ! : 

Thy father's chudren foall bow down, &.) Certainly this part of 
the prophecy was remarkably fulfilled in God’s choofing David out 
of this tribe, and fettling the fucceffion in his defcendants, (ulm 
Ixavili. 68—71. but more remarkably in the Mefhah’s being born 
of this tribe, to whom every knee fhall bow. a3 To 

g Judah és a lion's whelp.] How beautifully magnificent is this 
continual gradation inthe expreffion of Judah's bravery. He is frit 
compared to a lion’s whelp, which fills the mind o. the reader with 
an idea full of terror; bucthe patriarch, thinking he had not done 
juttice to his valour, adds, He is like a grown lion, as the Hebrew 
Signifies. Thus having added the idea. ftrength to that of fierce- 
nefs, one would imagine nothing could be added to the character : 
but the patriarch is ftill diffatisfied, and unrthes the portrait, by fub- 
joining, He is like alionefs, as the Hebrew word wa!) fignifies ; 
which is by naturalifts efteemed fiercer thanalion, What an idea 
of terror muft this convey to the mind! But this prediction is not 
lefs fublime than true; for this tribe was diftinguithed by its valour, 
and Jed the van in the army of the tweive tribes, and was the firtt 
that poffeffed the land of Canaan. Z 

Erom the preys my fon.) Which expreffion alludes to the cuftom of 
the lions, who return to the mountains, after they are fatiated with 
the prey they have gotten in the plains. ; ‘ ie 

An old lon, Sc.) This word in the Hebrew fignifies ‘¢ lionefs, 
and itis fo rendercd by the Vulgate, Samaritan, Chaldee, and Arabic. 

10 The feepter foall not depart. By this famous prophecy it is 
intimated, that the theocracy fhould continue over che Jews until: 
Chrift came to take poffeffion of his Father's king iom; fur there 
was never any lawgiver in Judah but God, by the miniltry of Mofes, 
until the coming of his Son. But this interpsetation of the prophecy 
is different from the common, which underitands it ro fere.el that 
the Jewith nation thould not be bereft of fovercign power, by falling 
under a foreign yoke, till the advent of the Me‘iah. The common 
notion of the feepter of Judah is explained in thefe three different 
ways; firit, fome fuppofe it to fignify the fovereignty of the Jewith 
nation at large ; fecondly,, others fuppofe it to fignity the fovereignty 
ofthe tribe of Judah : and a third fort contend, that it fignifies nor 
a fovereign or regal, but atribal fcepter only. In the fenle of a 
fovereignty of the Jewifh nation ar large, which is the moft general 
opinion of the three, the prophecy was not only never fulfilled, but’ 
has been overthrown ; becg long before the coming of Shiloh; or 
of Chrift, the fcepter a cignty af the Jewith people was de- 
parted. During the Balam aia ty, and while they continued 
ina tributary dependeng : they couid in no reaforable 
fenfc be faid to have regeged thicixetepter, their foversignry; and 
independent rule. Though it fkggul<be allowed that by departure, 
@ final, not a temporary departare-wds. meant, yer we mult confefs, 
that the Romans, who under-Pompey.reduced Judea to a dependent 
province, effectually overthrew the prophecy. Pompey teok Jera- 
falem, and left ro Hyrcanus, the fait of the Afmonean family, only 
the office of high-pricft. From this time to the birth of Chrift, ir 
was ever in dependence to the Romans, who difpofed of all things at 
their pleafure. The fenate gave the government to Antipater, and 
then to Herod his fon, under the title of king 5 and Archelaus did 
not dare to take poffeffion till he. had obtained leave of Auguttus, 
who afterwards banifhed him. Now the precarious rufe of a de- 
pendent monarch could no more be called a feepter, which, in the 
figurative. mode of all languages, fignifies fovereignty, than the 
condition of the Jews could be faid to be fovereign, when this Ar- 
chelaus was depofed, and Coponius, a Roman knight, made procu- 
rator of Judea atthistime, which the fupporters of this interpreta- 
tion fix for the departure of the {cepter, ‘lhe fecond opinion is, 
that by {cepter is fignified a civil fovercignty in the tribe of Judah. 
This has lefs tability chan the other; it fuppofes that the fcepters 
or fupreme rule.of rhe Jewith people, remained in perfons of that 
tribe from the time of David. But Petavius hath fhewn, that from 
thé giving of the prophecy to the time of David (a fpace of about 
fix hundred years) all the rulers of the Jewith eople were of other 
tsibes ; the A{moncan princes, particularly, being all of the tribe of 
Levi, ‘Thefe two fenfes being found to he intenable, men cat about 
fora third; anda happy one tt was thought to be, which contrived, 
— fecpter thould fignify domentic, not civiltule ; a tribal, nota 
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lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him /hall the gathering of the people be. 

11 Linding his foal unto the vine, and his afs's 
colt unto the choice vine; he wafhed his garments 
in wine, and his clothes in the blood.of grapes : 


12 His eyes /had/ be red with wine, and his teeth 
white with milk. . 


19 J Zebulun, 


i reece 
fovereign fcepter, of which they fay Judah, at the giving’of the 
prophecy, was already pofiefled. The fubjett-is a fcepter, which 
could in no fenfe, not even in the fenfe of a tribal f.epter, be in 
poileffion of Judah before he became a tribe. The i tribal {Cepter 
fprung up from the ubhes of Jacob, and flourifhed in the wildernefs, 
as may fairly be prefumed from the occafion the Ifraelites had of a 
tribal fepter, namely, to fit them for the warfare chey were about 
toundertake, as may be clearly proved from the firlt chupter of. the 
book of Numbers. “Che fcepter, whatever was its nature, was fome- 
thing in reverfion. Jacob’s own words, ver. 1. of this chapter, de- 
clare the fubject of his prophecy to be of things future. Having 
told his fons, that he would inform rhem of what would befall them 
inthe laft days, when he comes to Judah, he fays, ‘¢ Thy father’s 
childfen fhail bow down before thee.” This, if it was any thing, 
was the promife of a future fcepter, and confequently it was a grant. 
For if Jacob made a declaration concerning fame future prerogative, 
as the words, ‘¢ thy father’s children, &c,’. thew. he did; and that 
this was the firft time that Judah heard of it, asthe words, “ 1 will 
tell you, &c.”’ thew it was : what can this prophecy be, but the grant 
ofa fcepter? Of Judah’s fceprer it.is faid, «¢ Thy father’s chiddren 
fhall bow down bejore thee.” Who were the children, but the 
elevea tribes? So that here a civil and fovereign fcepter is expirreBly 
marked out for Judah. Benjamin's, and che remnants of the other 
tribes adhered to Judah astheir head. Now fuchan adherence cam 
be no other than an acknowledgement of a civil fcepter: in Judah. 
From what has been faid it appears, that of all the three branches, 
into which the common interpregation fpreads, though they’. be 
equally weak, the laft betrays irs weaknefs moft, and is Jeatt fuite- 
ble to the dignity of the prophecy ; the whole body of szhich bas» 
perpetual reterence to one or other of the difpenfatians of divine. 
grace. What remains for us to conclude, burt thyt thetree and real 
meaning of the fvepter of Judah, is that theocratic. governmend 
which God exercifed over the Jewith nation by the vigegerency of 
judges, kings, and rulers? 5 ‘ apes Ga Pe 

Wor a lawe-giver fron between his feer.} The meaning-of the word 
* lawgiver’” will follow that of the word « fceptes.:’  it- hag been 
proved that the former was a fovereign {cepter ; the lawgiver, 
therefore, mut be fovereign too. The Hebrew word implies both 
a legiflator, and an interpreter or teacher of the law ; hut.the firft 
is its original and praper fignification. And thus, d/eiah xxxiil. a2. 
'¢-The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, -the Lard is.ourt 
king ; he will fave us ;"" where the word is ufed in its proper fignifi- 
cation of lawgiver; the other fenfe of difpenfer or interpreter ot the! 
law being contained in the titles of judge and king. Now there. 
never was any Jawyiver in Judah, but God, “by the miniftry of 
Mofes, till the coming of his Son; the prophecy uberefose in 
this fenfe was accomplifhed in the ceming of Cherilt, as the theo~ 
cracy of the Jews remained till his abolition of it, and his fabfti« 
tuting a fpiritual kingdom initead of the temporal theocracy of God. 
his Father. ; 

Unsil Shitsh come.) Notwithftanding the word Shiloh” is vari- 
oufly rendere i, yet the moft ancient doors amongit the Jews have 
ananimoufly appropriated the term to the Meffiah. . The Chaldee,. 
Vargum, and ‘Yalmudic writers all-concur in -this Opinion,: Shiloh 
is Chritt. Now Chritt is not the fucceffor of thofe vieegerents of 
the Jewith ftates, but of God hi-nfelf, the king of the jews. The 
{cepter therefore, which defcends to him, through the hands-of 
thofe vicegerents, is not merely a civil, bat a theocratic {cepter. 
This, at the fame time, explains the evangelia, or gofpel dottrine 
of Chritt’s Kingdom arifing out of the theo.racy or: kingdom of, 
God. Hence the diftinttion of Chrift’s kingdom nort-being of rhis 
world: the theocracy which was adminiftered unto sheer Jews only, 
‘and in a carnal manner, was a kingdom of this, world ;:.bot when 
transferred to Shiloh, and extended over all-mankind, and ad- 
minitered in a fpiritual manner, it became a. kingdom not of this 
world, ee 

slud unto bim foall the gathering of the people be] It, ie in the. He- 
brew, Gathering together, which fignifics, Expeftation, and obe- 
‘dience likewife. ‘The Vulgate tranflates it, The deGre,: or ex« 
pec:ation of nagions; in which it is followed by the Septuagint and. 
Syriac. "Fhe Chaldee reads, The people fhall obey him; the Je- 
rufalem ‘'argum, The kingdoms of the earth hall obey him ;:-er, 
The people of the age fhall bring gifts tothe Mefiab, the-fon of 
David. The prefent ftate of chrittianity fhews this prophecy to ba 
accomplifhed in part; but to reftrain it to the rzibe of Judab, and 
their fituationio the Jand of promiic, feess tp contradict the whole 
tenor of the propliecy, and to be contrary to the words in the firlt 
verfe, ** the lait days,” which are granted to refpect the days of the 
Meffiah ; and to that dignity which the predi@ion receives hy being 
confidered as an intimation that the kingdom of God, as confined. 
to the Jews; fhould be fuperceded by the ‘kingdom of Chrift, whieh 
would extend toall Adam’s children. : 

11, 12 Binding bus fole unio the vine, &ce] Without mentioning the 
valley of Ethcol, and other. fruitful places, by the accounts af the betk 
travellers, the mountains about Jerufalem were particularly fired 
for the cultivation of the vine, and for the feeding af cattle. The 
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Of Zebulun, Ifachar, Dan, 


Before 


13 {1 Zebulun fhall dwell at the haven of the fea; 


CHRIST ng he /hall be for an haven of fhips; and his border 


-1689. 


“ was not-negleéted in a foil fo proper for it to thrive in. 


frail be unto Zidon.- : 
14 U7 [ffachar is a ftrong afs couching down be- 


tween two burdens : : 
15 And he faw.that reft was good, and the land 
that ¢é was pleafant; and bowed his fhoulder to bear, 


and became a fervant unto tribute. 
16 I Dan fhall judge his people, as one of the 


tribes of Ifrael. 5 sep ; 

17 Dan hhall be a ferpent by the way, an adder in 
the path, that‘bireth the horfe heels, fo that his ri- 
der fhall fall backward... 
...18 Lhave waited for thy falvation, O Lorp. 

19 G Gad, a troop fhall overcome him: but he 
fhall overcome at the laft. 

‘20 I Out‘of Afher his bread /hall be fat, and he 
thall yield royal. dainties. 


. 


SO ek RE Ef EY eC SE TE A CE 
mountains of the country abound with thrubs, and a delicate fhore 
grafs, both which the cattle are more fond of than of fuch plants as 
are common to fallow grounds and meadows. ‘The milk of cattle fed 
in this manner is far more rich and delicious, as their fieth is more 
fweet and itiourifhing. It may be prefumed likewife, that the vine 
e The many 
tokens which are to be met with of ancient vineyards about Jerufalem 
and Hebron, and the great quantities of grapes and raifins which were 
from thence ‘brought daily to the markets ot Jerufalem, and fenrearly 
to Egypt, verify all concerning it that the feriptures have delivered. 
13 Scbulun fhall-davell at the baven of the fea, &c.}_ Accordingly 
we find thetribe of Zebulun extended from the fea of Galilee to the 
Meditertariean,‘-where they had commodious havens for thipping, 
Fo, xix. 10, &c. And how could Jacob have foretold the fituation 
Otany tribe, which ‘was determined two hundred years afterwards 
by calting ofdots, urilefs he had been direéted by that divine power 
who difpofeth of all events ? It is remarkable, that Zebulun is men- 
tioned before: Iffachar, though the latter was the eldelt. Might not 
the*patriarch prophetically allude to Zebulun’s lot being famous for 
the chief refidence of the Meffiah, who was himfelf denominated a- 
Wazarere; frost the city of Nazareth, which was his conftant abode, 
andtin the-tribe of Zebulun ? 
- 14 Mfachar is a firong-afi, &cz] ‘In the Septuagint this fentence is 
rendered, Jffachar has ‘defired that which is good ; reading thamad, 
he defired, ’ for bhamad, ¢ an‘afs.’-''The Chaldee renders it, If- 
fachar is rich in-fubitance ; the Syriac, Iffachar is a giant; and the 
Arabic, Ifachar isa body disjoined. The prediétion undoubtedly 
foretels both the-natural difpofition and the fituation of this tribe. 
Jz ftrongly points out its indolent fubmiftion to hottile attacks, at the 
fame time thatit affigtis the caufe of that effeminacy, a luxurious life 
amidit an unbounded plenty. ‘he land of this tribe was the moft 
tertile {potin all the land of Canaan; it was fraitful to admiration, 
abounding with paitures and nurferics of all kinds, fo that it would 
make any one in love with hufbandry. But this fertility raifed them 
ehemies ;.and their country was often infefted and attacked by foreign 
eneimies, efpecially in the time of the judges, 

16 Dan oalljudge bis people as one of the tribes, &c.] An allufion to 
the name Day, which fignifies Judging. The patriarch’s meaning 
is, that Dan, notwithftanding his being the fon of .a concubine, 
thould not be inferiur to his brethren, but that his poftérity fhould 
be a feparate tribe, and be governed by one of their own line, in the 
fame manner as the tribes which defcended from his wives. | 

17 Dan foall bea ferpent by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth 
the barfe-heelt;. &e.} -'This -is-applied by the Chaldee to Samfon. 
«There ‘fiill-be.a unan who fhall be chofen, and fhall arife out of 
the tribe Of Dan, the fear of whom fhall fallupon the people, and he 
thall {mite-the-Philiftines bravely like a ‘fnake ; like an afp he hhall 
lie'in wait! about the path, and he hall flay the ftrongeft of the Phi- 
littines, both horfe and-foot ; he shall hough the horfes, and break in 
picces the chariots, and cait down their riders backwards.” The 
word nacho fignifies any ferptnt ; but the word :phiphin, tranflated 
adder, may be rendered ‘the ceraftes, which hides its body in the 
fand, and by that artifice fprings on its prey by furprize. It alfo 
intimat:s, thatthe Danites fhould be more remarkable for ftratagens 
in war, than for conquering by open force; and Mofes gave them’ 
the fame character, Dents xxxiii. 22. In Fudges xviii. 27. and xv. 
and xvi. inftances are found of this fubtlety. | 

18 Lbave waited for thy falvation, &¢.] Commentators in general) 
think, that this exclamation has a refpect to the falvation of man- 
kind by Chrift. It doth in the fpirimual fenfe, nay, in a literal’: But’ 
yetet thould be obferved, that the terms of the falvation of God, | 
or the Lord, are perpetually employed throughout the whole bible, 
to fignify God’s temporal mercies to the patriarchs and their feed.- | 

tg Gad, «troop foull overcome him, &c.} ‘This word «€ troop,”’ al-. 
fudesao'the name of Gad,’ as will appear from the Hebrew word 
Gadgedud; i. ¢. Gad, atroop, ‘This prophecy has been doubly ac- 
complifhed ; for refiding in a frontier country, they were expofed 
to the incurfions of the neighbouring people, who fometimes pof- 
feffed part of ‘their. lot, and exercifed great cruelties againit the in- 
habitants. ‘Thefe enemigs were fubdued by Jephtha; and fome 
confidecrable time afterwards, by the affiftance of Reuben and Ma- 
naffth, this tribe gained a complete viGory over their enemies the 
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21 § Naphtali is a hind let loofe: he giveth, 




































goodly words. 
22 Q Jofeph isa fruitful bough, even a fruitful 
bough by a well; whofe branches run over the wall: 

23 The archers have forely gricved him, and {hot 
at him, and hated him: : 

24 But his bow abode in ftrength, and the arms of 
his hands were made ftrong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob; (from thence 7s the fhepherd, the flone 
of Ifrael:) | 

25 Even by the God of thy father, who thall help 
thee ; and by the Almighty, who fhall blefs thee 
with bleffings of heaven above, bleffings of the decp 
that tea under, bleffings of the breafts, and of the 
womb: 


the bleffings of thy progenitors unto the utmolt bound 
of the everlafting hills: they fhall be on the head of 


Jofeph, 
Hlagarenes and the Arabs, Judges x. 8. and xi. 33- Fer, xlixe 1. Avast 
1. 13. and 1 Chromv. 18—20. 
_ 20 Out of Afeer bis bread foallbe fat, &c.} This tribe was accord- 
ingly remarkable for its plenty, and the produce of the mott delicate 
fruits, yu. xxxv. 2. and Deut. xxxiii. 24. From thefe words of 
Mofes, fome chufe to apply this prophecy to the delicious oil for 
which this land was famous, though as it was cqually eminent for 
producing the beit corn in Paleftine, it would be moft reafonable to 
make the prophecy include both thefe productions. 

21 Napttah—giverh goodly words.| Many imagine that the firft 

Purt of this verfe deferibes the promptituce of this tribe in military 
engagements; and that the latter part implies their reluctance to 
embark in wars, till they had tried all other methods in vain, Fudg. 
iv. and v. 48. and Deut. xxxiii. 23. But others, rejecting the incon- 
filtency of a hind’s giving’ goodly words, obferve, that the word 
ailah, tranflated “a hind,’’. fignifies, A great tree; and that the 
words ‘* goodly words,” or words of beauty, may be rendered, Its 
branches. According to this interpretation, the verfe will fignify, 
** Naphtali is a {preading tree, which produces beautiful branches. 
A tree producing branches, is a ufual fymbol fora numerous iffue ; 
and the wondertul increafe of this tribe, verifies the fenfe of the 
prophecy. Naphcali had but four fons when he came into Egypt, 
yet in lefs than two hundred and twenty years, when they departed 
from. thence, this tribe amounted to upwards of fifty-three thoufand,' 
able to bear arms, 
_ 22 Fofeph tz @ fruiful biugh, even a firitful bough by awell.) Iris 
inthe Hebrew manufeript, Son of the fruitful (vine) « Whote 
branches,” in the Hebrew, Daughters, © run over the wall,” Jofeph 
is compared to a tritful ftock ofa vine, fhooting forth her branches, 
which thould multiply and f{pread themfelves to agreatdegrce. * 
_ 23 the archers have sorely grieved him, &c.) ‘The Hebrew renders 
it, They have embitrered him; they have fhot their arrows at him, 
and hated him. From the Septuagint it appears, that the archers 
‘meant are thofe, That fhoort out their arrows, even bitter words, 
and groundlefs calumnies; in which fenfe, the verfe particularly 
points to the flander of Jofeph’s miftrefs. Some extend the fenfe fo 
as to include the perfidy of his brethren, his imprifonment in Egypt, 
and the ingratitude of Pharaoh’s butler who forgot him. 

24. But bis bow abode in Strength.} Becaufe as his énemies were 
archers, and had bows and arrows, fo id he, and repelled force by 
force ;-but then his bow and arrows of adifferenc fort; the 
virtues and graces that he was poflefed: yhich remained unmoved 
and in their full exercife, notwathfands powerful attacks made 
upon them. Cah ER Se . 

and the arms of bis hands weremtade frongy by-—the mighty Gad. 0 
Jacob.) Therefore he held his bow, and drew it with great ftrength 
againit his enemies, as an archer being ufed to the bow, his nerves 
become trong, and he is not weakened by. drawing it, nor weary of 
ufing it; but fofeph had not his ftrenpth of himfelf, but from the 
ord, the mighty one, that had ftrengthened his father Jacob, and 
fupported him under all his aflidiions. 3 

trom thence is the foepherd, the flone, &c.} This word -* ftone,” is 
ufed for an affured ground of confidence, in the fame manner as the 
word “ rock ”’ isuted, Palm xviii. 2. Our bleffed Lord is called a 
tone, J/a. xxviii. 16. . The fenfe of this fentence is, that Jofeph, by 
the bleifing of providence, nourifhed the Ifraelites, as a fhepherd docs’ 
his flock, and was their confidence and fupport, in the fame manner 
as a fone fupports any edifice. : 

2 a by the Gad, &e.] We may render the Hebrew, From 
the God, &c. Some refer this verfe to the 22d, readin g the 2ythand 
2 sth verfes in a parenthefis; but others conneé it with che 24th, inti.” 
mating that the bleffings of heaven, &c. proceeded from the fame 
divine Providence, asthe delivery of Joieah did. The bleflings of 
heaven are feafonable, or rather fertilizing rains. The bleffings of 
the deep are fprings and rivers, and the bleffings of the breafts, are 
great quantities of cattle, and a numerouis race. 

26 Ube bleffings of thy father, &c.] And this will appear to be lite- 
rally true, if we confider that they were greater than thofe which 
abraham or Iauc conferred on their fons ; for Jacob bleffed Jofeph's 
two fons, whercas Abraham fuffered Ifhmael, one of his fons, to be 
banifbed ; and Ifsac again beftqwed the bleffing on Jacob, at the 
fame time rejecting Efau ; whereas all the fons of Jacob, which were 

many, 










26 The bleffings of thy father have prevailed above , 


Afher, Naphtah, and Fofeph. 
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Facob dieth ; | 


CHAP. LL. 


and 1s buried in the land of Canaan. 





Jofeph, and on the crown.of the head of him that 
was feparate from his brethren. 

27 @ Benjamin fhall ravin asa wolf: in the morn- 
ing he fhall devour the prey, and at night he fhall 
divide the fpoil. : 

28 All thefe are the twelve tribes of Ifracl: and 
this is i that their father fpake unto them, and 
bleffed them; every one according to his bleffing 
he bleffed them. . 

2g “And he charged them, and faid unto them, I 
am to be gathered unto my people: bury me with 
mv fathers in the cave that zs in the field of Ephron 
the Hittite, 

go In the cave that zs in the field of Machpelah, 
which zs before Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which 
Abraham bought with the field of Ephron the Hittite 
for a poffeffion of a burying-place. 

31 There they buried A braham and Sarah his wife; 
there they buried Ifaac and Rebekah his wife; and 
there I buried. Leah. 

32 The purchafe of the field and of the cave that 
is therein was from the children.of Heth. - 

33 And when Jacob had made an end of com- 
manding his fons, he gathered up his feet into the 
bed, and yielded up the ghoft, and was gathered 
unto his people. 


CHAP. 


¥ The mourning for Facob. 
Pharaoh to go to bury him. 7 The funeral, 14 Fo~ 
Jeph returneth to Egypt with. his brethren. 15 They 
jue to him for pardon of the wrong they had done him; 
' “he comforteth them. 22 His age: he feeth the thind 
generation of his fons. 24 He propheficth unto his 


L, 





many, were all partakers of the inheritance in the land of promife, 


either in themfelves, or their dc fcendants, without any exception, 
Unto the utmoft bound of the—hills) ‘Thefe words tranflated 

“ bound” may fignify, Defire, and the fenfe is then illuftrated by 

Dent. xxxiit. 15:-and confirmed by the Vulgate. - Yet. it, muft be 


confeffed, that ‘* the height of hills” is fometimes ufud as a metaphor 


to convey the idea of duration, as in //a. liv.10. and in that fenfe 

the durablenefs of the bleffings is the object of the prophecy. “ 
On the crows of the head of hire that was feparate from his brethren] 

This word which we render Separate, fignifies either feparated by 


avow, or by dignity; and hence Jofeph is called the Nazarite of 


his brethren, becaufe of the eminent dignity to which he was ad- 
‘vanced above them. But the words may-be likewife rendered, 
Upon the head, even upon thy crowned head, &c- alluding to Jo- 
feph’s advancement in Egypt. ae ; 

27 Be-vamin fhall :avin as a wolf.) In like manner as Judah had 
been compared to a lion, Ifachas to a ftrong afs, Dan to a ferpent, 
Naphtali to a hind let loofe, Jofeph to a fruitful bough, or tree, 
Benjamin is fitly compared to a ravenous wolf, for his courage and 
fuccefs in war. And was: yoggthat a fierce and warlike tribe, as 
appears in feveral inftances,yag¢cb particularly in the cafe of the Le. 
wite’s wife, when they alopefusaged.war againft the other tribes, 
and in two battles overcame them?) * ieee Te 

In the morning, &c.] In this places’ the morning and night can 
mean nothing elfe but the morzitg:and night of the Jewifh fate; 
for this ftate is the fubje& of all Jacob’s prophecy, from one end 

. to the other; and confequently, it is here foretold of Benjamin 
that he fhould.cantinue ro the very laft time of the Jewith ftate. 
‘This interpretation is confirmed by Mofes’s prophecy, Deut. xxxiii. 
12, wherein are ufed the words ‘‘all the day long.’” What is this 
«all the day long?” The fame, certainly, as the morning and 
night. Does not this import a promife of a longer continuance to 
Senna than to the other tribes? And was it not fulfilled moft 
exactly ? 1 Oe 

33 He gathered up his feet into rhe bed, &c.] He fat up on the bed 
fide while he pronounced thefe benedi€tions, with his feet hanging 
down to the ground; but having ended them, he drew his -teer 
into the bed, and reclining. his head on his pillow, calmly yielded 
up his breath into the hands of his beneficent Maker. : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XLIX. .. 


.This chapter demands our ftri&teft attention, for it contains anum- 


ber of prediftions or prophecies, which ‘are to be fulfilled, ar }- 


diftant periods, through a long fucceffion of years; things de- 


pending upon fo many various circumftances, upon fuch reinote }: 
‘Ito Pharaoh himfelf but ‘tothe great officers of the court. 


caufes, fo hid from all human view, fo contrary to all appear. 
" ances.at the time they were ipoken of, that it was impoffible for 
any human forefight or conje€ure to.imagine them. And yet 
all were exaétly and fully accomplithed, many of them at dittant 
ages, long after both the prophet and the recorder of the prophe- 
























4 Fofeph getteth leave of 





brethren of their return, and taketh an oath of them _ Before 
ee : eared ad CHRIST 
concerning his bones. 26 He dieth, and is put into a~ yeey. 


coffin. 


AS D Jofeph fell upon his father’s face, and 
wept.upon him, and kiffed him. : 
-2 And Jofeph commanded his fervants the phy- 
ficians to embalm his father: and the phyficians 
embalmed Ifrael. : 

3 And forty days were fulfilled for him; for fo are 
fulfilled the days of thofe which are embalmed: and 
ne Egyptians mourned for him threefcore and ten 

ays. 

4 I And when the days of his mourning were patft, 
Jofeph {pake unto the houfe of Pharaoh, faying, If 
now I have found grace in your eyes, {peak, I pray 
you, in the ears of Pharaoh, faying, 

3 My father made me fwear, faying, Lo, I die: in 
my grave which I have digged for me in the land of 
Canaan, there fhalt thou bury me. Now therefore let 
me go up, I pray thee, and bury my father, and I will 
come again. 

6 And Pharaoh faid, Go up, and bury thy father, 
according as he made thee {wear. 

7,2 And Jofeph went up to bury his father: and 
with him went up all the fervants of Pharaoh, the 


felders of his houfe, and all the elders of the land of 


Egypt, ,-. 
8 And all the houfe of Jofeph, and his brethren, 
and his father’s houfe: only their little ones, and 
their flocks, and their herds, they left in the land of. 
Gofhen., © ; 
g And there went up with him both chariots and 
horfemen: and it was a very great company. 
ae 10 And 





cies were dead. Nothing can give us an higher idea, of the 
fcriptures, than to fee things fpoken of in them with the mott 
certain’ affurance, ages before: they happened; and this mut 
wonderfully confirm our faith in them, as it is a fure and cons 
vincing proof that they are divine; for itis the prerogative of 
God alone, or thofe that are commiffioned by him, certainly to 
forctel future events. i 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. L. 


“1 And kiffed hin.]  Firtt Jofeph clofed his father’s eyes, as God 
had promifed Jacob he thould; and then, according to the cuftom 
of thofe times, parred fromi the body with a kifs of filial affection. 

2 His fervants the piyfictans.} Every diftemper in Egypt had its 
peculiar phyfician, who confined himfelf to that alone, fo that all 
places were crouded with phyficians. A body of thefe domettics 
would now appear an extravagant piece of ftate, even ina firft mini- 
fler. But then it could not be otherwife, where each diftemper had 
its proper phyfician ; fo that every ed family, as wellas city, muft 
needs {warm with the faculty. This was a circumftance for which 
Egypt was peculiarly diftinguifhed, and is reprefented by the prophet 
Jeremiah, chap.xlvi «1. as the charaéteriftic of this people. 

The phyficians embalmed Ifrazl.y For the art of. embalming was 
allotted to the phyficians, it being one of the beft, if not the only 
expedient of improving medicaments to an art: for as it was na 
tural that each of the phyficians fhould, in embalming, infpect that 
part of the corpfe to which his practice was confined, he thereby ob- 
tained a knowledge of the occult difeafes to which it was fubjeét. 

3 Forty days were Sulfilled——mouraed threefcare and ten days. Which 
time of mourning was while the body remained with the embalmers, 
which was feventy days; this explains why the Egyptians mourned 
for Jacob threefcore and ten days.’ During this time the body lay in 
nitre, the ufe of which was, to dry up the fuperfluous moifture ; and 
when in the compafs of thirty days this was reafonably well effeAted, 
the remaining: forty were employed in anointing it wich gums to 
preferve it, which was the proper embalming. Previous to this, 
they firft drew out the brain with a hooked iron through the noftrils, 
filling the vacancy with fpices; then an incifion was made on the 
left fide of the belly, and all the inteftines taken out, except the 
heart and the kidnies; they were then cieanfed and wafhed with 
palm wine, and perfumed with aromatic odours. The cavity of 
the belly being filled with ‘pounded myrrh, caffia, and other aro- 
matics, ‘and the incifion fewn-op, the procefs was completed. 

4 Fofph fpake unto the houfe of Pharach, &c.} — Among the inhabi- 
bitants of the eaft, it was cuftomary for all. mourners.not to enter 
the royal prefence, and for this reafon Jofeph made application agt - 


9° All the fervants, &c.} Vhe word s* All’* is put for a great 
number, as in Maz. iii. 5. The pomp of this woeful proceflion 
mutt be, if we confider that it was condudted for near three hundred 

miles, very folemn and affecting. ‘ 
z0 And 


7 y 
Jofeph’s brethren are afraid of him. G BN ES 18. He comforteth them Jofepls death. frehren are afrid ofhim GENESIS. He comforteth them. Fofeph’s death. 


3689, which zs beyond Jordan, and there they mourned 
with a great and fore lamentation: and he made a. 
mourning for his father feven days. 

11 And when the inhabitants of the land, the Ca- 
naanites, faw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they 
faid, This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians: 
wherefore the name of it was called Abel-mizraim, 


which is beyond Jordan. 
12 And his fons did unto him according as he 


commanded them: 

13 For his fons carried him into the land of Ca- 
naan, and buried him in the cave of the field of 
Machpélah, which Abraham bought with the field 
for a poffeffion of a burying-place of Ephron the 
Hittite, before Mamre. 

14 L And Jofeph returned into Egypt, he, and his 

‘brethren, and: all that went up'with hini to bury his 
father, after he had buried his father. 
“845 “{’ And when Jofeph’s brethren faw that their 
Father was dead, they faid, Jofeph will peradventure 
hate us, and will certainly requite us all the evil 
which we did unto him. 

16 And they fent a meffenger unto Téleph: faying, 
Thy father did command before he died, faying, 

' 19 So fhall ye fay unto Jofeph,. Forgive, I pray 
thee now, the trefpafs of thy brethren, and their fin; 
for they did unto thee evil: and now, we pray thee, 
forgive the trefpafs’ of the fervants of the God of 
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_ 10 And they came 10 the threfhing-floor of dtad| ‘This ward rad 
fignifies Brambles, as appears from ‘Fudges ix. 14. Pfolu Wwiii- g- and | 
hence the Arabic tranflates the paffage, The threfhing-floor of bram- 
bles; perh aps the threfhing-floor was encompaffed with bramblcs. | 
Others think Atad was the name of a perfon eminent in the country | 
‘for hufbandry. The place is fuppofed to be fituated about two 
tea es from Jericho, on the other fide Jordan, and diftant from 

ron about fifty miles, 

Beyond Jordan, &c.] -Both -Atad and Abel-mizraim: lay on the. 
wih of Jordan; but were'on the other fide of that river, with re- 
fpect to the place where Mofes was when he wrote this-hiftory, 
which was in the wildernefs of Arabia, on the eaft of Jordan. 
Others tranflate the word Hever, Paffage ; and then the fenfe will 
be, At the paflage of Jordan; which is confirmed by the Samari- 
tan and Arabic. 

_ Ut Abel-mizraim, &c.] . This is in the Hebrew, The mourning 
of the Egyptians. 

16 Thy father did command, &c.} "The wrongs they had done 
their brother filled their minds with fuch gloomy apprehenfions, 
that they fancied Jofeph had only fmothered his refentment out of 
refpect to his father, and would now take ample vengeance on them 
far’ their’ perfidious behaviour, and perhaps what they urge as their 
‘father’s dying command was a mere fable. 

17 And fofeph wept when they [pake unto him.) Jofeph’s scars 

diftovered the compaffion and generofity of his foul, and afforded 
an‘ evident proof of his fincerity, and how unjnftly they fufpe..cd 
him capable of fuch ‘permanent and déep refentment. 
: 9, Yoram I in the place of Gad?] Read the note on chap. XXX. 
2." e Vulgate renders, Fear not; can we refift the will of God ? 
‘The Seas nt,’ Fear not, for I am God's, &c. The Chaldee, 
Feat not, fot'I ftar God; which is confirmed by the Arabic ; but 
the Syriac renders, 1am under God... 

20 Ye shor, dae euil, &c.} A generous and noble apology this for 
their’ perfidicus Seton and at the fame time as it palliates their 
trimé, teaches us, that the eyes of the Lord are over all his works ; 
that he difappoints the malice of wicked men, counteraéts their mif- 
chievous intentions, and perpetually educes-good out of evil. 














him. 

18 And his brethren alfo went and fell down be- 
fore his face; and they faid, Behold, we ée thy fer~ 
vants. 

19 And Jofeph faid unto them, Fear not: for am 
I in the place of God? ~ 

26 But as for you, ye thought evil againh me; but 
God meant it unto good, to bring to “pals, as it és 
this day, to fave much people alive. 

21 Now therefore fear ye not: I will nourifh you, 
and your little ones. And he comforted them, and 
fpake kindly unto them. 

22 I And Jofeph dwelt in Egypt, he, and.his fa- 
ther’s houfe: and Jofeph lived an hundred and ten 

ears, 
t 23 And Jofeph faw Ephraim’s children of the third 
generation: the children alfo of Machir the fon of 
Manaffch were brought up upon Jofeph’s knees. 
re @ And. Jofeph faid unto his brethren, I die: 
and God will furely vifit you, and bring you out of 
this land unto the.land which he fware to Abraham, 


to Ifaac, and to Jacob. 

25 ‘And Jofeph took an oath of the children of 
Ifrael, faying, God will furely vifit you, and ye 
fhall carry up my bone: from hence. 

26 So Jofeph died, derng an hundred and ten 
years old: and they embalmed him, and he was put 
in a coffin in EeyPt. 


21 Spake kindly, &c.J] This is in the Hebrew, Spake unto their 
heart. 

23 Ephrain’s children, of the third generation.] Here Jofeph had 
the pleafure of fecing his father’s prophetic bicfling upon his fons in 
part fulfilled ; which could not fail of giving him the moft confident 
affurance that the reft would be accomplithed in due feafon. 

Were braught upy &e.} It is in the Hebrew, Were born, which 
is literally preferved | by the Vulgate, Septuagint, Syriac, andArabic; 
the Chaldee renders it, The fons of Machir were born, whom Jofeph 
educated ;-the Arabic tranflates the lacrer words, In his bofom ; 
which intimates - the affectionate tendernefs with which- Jofeph 
watched over their infant days. 

25 Carry up my bones from hence, &c.} jaieeh was fo confident 
that God would give them the Jand of Canaan, that he defires his 
remains might be kept unburied till the God of their fathers 
POUR proper to vifit them. 

26 In ac fin, &C.] Without doubt this was one of thofe chefts 
in which the embalmed bodies of the dead were depofited; they 
were made in the fhape of a man, and Gebers in cells, raifed 
againft the wall on an end. 


GENERAL REFLEC TIONS on CHAP. L. 


In this chapter we find many excellent Ieffons: firft, the care that 
Jofeph took to bury his father, fhould teach usto perform, with 
filial reverence, the laft duties to our deceafed parents. Secondly, 
the. earneft entreaty of his brethren to forgive them, -plainly 
fhews us, that guilt will always cpeate fear, and that fach is che 
way the grand adverfary of mankiddsew ards his vailals. Thirdly, 
we find that Jofeph lived:to 4 good old age, from which circum- 
ftance let us learn, that, however it may pleafe God to afflict his 
people for fome time, yet he: thas it ftill in his'power to reward 
them, and make them a.fofficient amends. for their fufferings, 

' both in time and in etemity. : Laftly, as Jofeph-believed the 
Divine promife, when he gave:charge concerning: his bones;. let 

' us never forget, _ that we have here mo continuing. city, and ‘that 
we look for one whofe mae and builder i is God eternal in me 


heavens. 
4 


_. Summary of the Dottrine contiained we Mofes’s First Book of GENESIS. 


‘THE doftrine contained 4 in the Book pees inculcates every thing neceffary toa godly’ and virtuous 
life, and conveys a certain prophécy or “promife of a mediatorial generation. The unity of God, and 
an all-feeing’ Providence, who rewards virwe, and punifhes vice, is plain and confpicuous in every. page; 


apdcas to facrifice, ufed as an expiation for fin, it 


‘is evident tothe leaft reflettion, that this part off 


‘Divine worfhip mut have been immediately ‘ordered by God himfelf,: as it néver could have entered into 
the idea of man to make ufe of it. In this book we likewife find the’ earlieft appointment of a fabbath, 
or a day.of reft and devotion; which ought therefore‘to have the greateft weight with us, as ne exprefsly 
eominanded by ‘God ‘himfelf : Hkewite many interefting and moral leffons. 


a 4 


The 
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‘The Second BOOK of MOSES, 


CALLED 


EX OD U S. 


ARGUMENT. 





THE 


The title of this book is derived from the Greek ex, out, andodos, a way; which it received according to the cuftom of 
the Greeks, from the principal fubjed of the book, viz. the departure of the Ifraclites from Egypt. In Hebrew, tt 
is called, according to the cuftom of the Fevs, Veelleh Shemoth ; thefe names are taken from the two firft words. 
This book comprehends a great varicty of incidznii, allof which are of the greateft importance. The ways of provi- 
dence are here defcrived in the moft firiking light, and difplayed in fuch a manner, as amply vindicates the ways of 

| Godtoman. Inthis book we have the hifcry cf Mofes’s birth, education, flight, and the oppreffion of the Ifraelites 
in Egypt; we are informed of his return io Midian, his mifhon te Pharaoh, ‘the wonders he wrought in. Egypt, the 
departure of the Fews, their paffage through the Sed—fea ana tie wildernefs. It defcribes the manner of giving the 
law, the celebration of the facred paffsu:r. nnd contains the trenfactions of about one hundred and forty—five years, 


from the death of Fofeph to the building «f zie tarernacle. 


nt IE I 
of the children of Ifrael ave more and mightier than __ Before 
; CHRIST 


Cc H ALP. OL. 


Before : eer 
CHRIST1 The children: of Ifrael after Fofephis death milijivt 


we. 
to Come on, let us deal wifely with them ; left they 


1635» 


1706. greatly, & They are oppreffed by a new hing, but viwi : : 

. 7 : aap nies qo» Oe 4) multiply, and it come to pafs, that, when there falleth 
tiply fo much the more. 25 The pitty of the midwives WE out aay war, they join Rife unto our enemies, and 
in fauing the men children alive is rewarded by Ged. fight againft us, and /o get them up out of the land 

; oe ee ; . 
oa i bata es Ly 11 Therefore they did fet over them tafkmafters 
° to affli& them with their burdens. And they built 
OW thefe are the names of the children of}] for Pharaoh treafure cities, Pithom and Raamfes. 
N Ifrael, which came into Egypt; every mah 12 But the more they afflifted them, the more they : 
and his houfhold came with Jacob. multiplied and grew. And they were grieved becaufe 

2 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, of the children of Ifrael. 

3 Iffachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin, 13 Andthe Egyptians made the children of Ifrael 

4 Dan, and Naphtali, Gad, and Afher. to ferve with rigour: 

5 And all the fouls that came out of the loins of 14 And they made their lives bitter with hard 
Jacob were feventy fouls: for Jofeph was in Egypt }} bondage, in mortar, and in brick, and in all manner 
already. of fervice inthe field: all their fervice, wherein they 

6 And Jofeph died, and all his brethren, and all]{ made them ferve, was with rigour. 
that generation. 15 I And the king of Egypt fpake to the Hebrew 

2635. gy And the children of Ifrael were fruitful, and in-]}{ midwives, of which the name of the one was Shiphrah, 


creafed abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed ex- 

ceeding mighty; and the land was filled with them. 
8 @ Now there arofe.up a new king over Egypt, 

which knew not Jofeph. : : 
9g And he faid unto his people, Behold, the people 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. I. 


1 Now thefe are—the children, &c.| ‘This exact account of the 
number of perfons who came into Egypt, demonftrates that God had 
fulfilled his promife to Abraham, in multiplying his feed, Gev. xv. 5. 

9 And Fofeph died, ardall his brethren, ad all that gereration.} 
By recolleGing that Levi and Amram lived one hundred and thirty- 
feven years, chap. vi. 16, 20. we fhall eafily perceive that a pretty 
long {pace of time muft here be underftood. 

8° Which keew not Fofeph.] To know, in fcripture, fignifies to 
approve, or efteem, as in Matt. xxv.12. It may inthis place im- 
ply, that the king was averfe to Jofeph’s fyftem of policy, and en- 
deavoured to bury his memory in oblivion. In this fenfe the word 
is frequently ufed, as Frdges ii. 10. * And there arofe another gene- 
ration, which knew not the Lord, &c.’’ Here * knew not” can 
only fignify, Defpifed, fet'ar nought, &c. &c. 

g More and mightier than we.| It appears by the whole turn of 
this relation, that ‘* more and mightier” fignify only, More fruit- 
ful and healthy ; and that was in truth the cafe. The Egyptians 
were at this time very luxurious, while the manners of the Ifraclites 
concurred with their condition to render them hardy and fruitful, 
by an abftemious and laborious coerfe of Hife. On this account the 
king expreffed his fear. But of what? Certainly not that they 
fhould {ubdue their mafters, but that they fhould efcape out of bon- |. 
dage, which, even to the very moment of their egreffion, was the 
fole obje& of the Egyptians’ fear ;“* Left they multiply, and fo get 
them up ‘out of the land.” ‘This was a reaonable apprchenfion ; 
for Egypt was in every age fubjeét to the incurfions of that fierce 
and i people, the Arabians, on that very fide which the 

Oe Se . 





-preferving ftores of corn, as well as treafures of money. 


and the name of the other Puah : : ; 

16 And he faid, When ye do the office ofa mid- 
wife to the Hebrew women, and fee them upon the 
ftools; if it dea fon, then ye fhal] kill him : bat if it 
be a daughter, then fhe fhall live.: . 
i 17 But 


ESET 
‘fraelites inhabited : who poffefling their own diftrict, unmixed with 


the Egyptians, had the keys of the country in their-hands, to ad- 
mit or exclude an invader, at pleafure. To prevent, then, fo pro- 
bable a danger, their tafkmafters are ordered to increafe their op- 
preffions ; and they groan under them without power to refift, ull 
fet free by the all powerful hand of the great Jehovah. : 

10 Lefi—they join alfo unto our enemies, &c.\ For the Mraelires 
never confidered. themfelves as fettled in Egypt, but as fojourners 
only; and therefore it is natural to fuppofe that they had often men- 
tioned their intention of leaving the country, which doubtlefs con- 
tributed to raife this jealoufy in Pharaoh. 

11 Bish for Pharach treafure cities, &¢.] The word which we 
render “* treafure cities,” occurs 2 Chrov. xvi. 4. and is there tran- 
flated * ftore cities.” Its proper fignification is, Magazines for 
‘The Sep- 


tuagint render it, Fortified cities. ‘The Syriacand Arabic, Store- 


houfes for corn. 

tg The name of the one was Shiphrah, and the name of the other Puah.} 
Both of whom feem to have been the chief of the midwives; and 
perhaps all the reft aéted under their dire¢tions. ‘The Egyptian 
midwives were employed to fuperintend the delivery of the Hebrew 
miatrons. 

16 Lf it be afor, then ye foall kill him, &c.] We are told by Jofe- 
phus, that this croel order was occafioned by a pretended prediction, 
that achild fhould be born of the Hebrews who would bea fcourge 
to the Egyptians. We find fo intimations of this in the facred 
hiftory ; only that Pharaoh, dreading the power of the Ifraelites, was 
defirous of deftroying all the males, it being from them alone any 
danger'was to be dreaded. 

U , 14 The 


The prety of the midwives. EXODUS. Mofes faved by’ Pharaoh’s daughter. 
a 





4 And his fitter ftood afar off, to wit what would Before 
be done to him. Taper 
5 And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to = ad 
wath #erfe/f at the river; and her maidens walked 
along by the river’s fide; and when fhe faw the ark 
among the flags, fhe fent her maid to fetch it. 
6 And when fhe had opened z, fhe faw the child: 
and, behold, the babe wept. And fhe had compaf- 
fion on him, and faid, This zs one of the Hebrews’ 
children. 
7 Then faid his fifter to Pharaoh’s daughter, Shall 


f 
I goand call to thee a nurfe of the Hebrew women, 


that fhe may nurfe the child for thee? 

8 And Pharaoh’s daughter faid to her, Go. And 
the maid went and called the child’s mother. 

9g And Pharaoh’s daughter faid unto her, Take 
this child away, and nurfe it for me, and I will give 
thee thy wages. And the woman took the child, and 
nurfed it. 

10 And the child grew, and fhe brought him uito 
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her fon. And 
fhe called his name Mofes: and fhe faid, Becaule I 
drew him ont of the water. 

41 @ And it came to pafs in thofe days, when 
Mofes was grown, that he went out unto his brethren, 
and looked on their burdens : and he {pied an Egyp- 
tian fmiting an Hebrew, onc of his brethren. 

12 And he looked this way and that way, and 1531+ 
whenhe faw that there was no man, he flew the Egyp- 
tian, and hid him in the fand. 

13 And when he went out the fecond day, behold, 
two men of the Hebrews ftrove together, and he faid 

to 


i ere event 

3 And when foe could no longer hide him.] i. e. When the child 
grew too big to be concealed any longer, for fear of being informed 
againft by fome of her Egyptian neighbours, with whom the TfraeI- 
ites lived intermixed, _ ‘Thys the perfon who was afterwards the 
deliverer of Ifraci was expofed to the greateft dangers, and had al- 
moft fallen himfelf a facrifice to an inhuman tyrant! Doubtlefé the 
providence of God diretted things in this manner, that Mofes might 
conceive an higher deteftatiun of the Egyptians, and labour with a 
greater zeal to deliver his brethren from the hands of fuch blood- 
thirfty people. 

Of bulrufeer.} Or of papyrus, which was a kind of flagey fhrub 
or reed, that grew particularly on.the banks of the Nile. 

And foe laid it in the flags, &c.} Several authors, particularly 
Pliny, tell us, that the Egyptians made boats of the papyrus; and 
probably the ark in which Mofes was placed was made in the form 
of a boat, that if by any accident it fhould be carried away by the 
Rtream, it might fwim in the fea, 

4. His fifer, &c.] Whofe name was Miriam, as appears from 
Numb. xxvi. 59. Mofes’s parents were induced to expofe him from 
a ftrong confidence that divine providence would preferve him; as 
Amram had been informed by a dream antecedent to the birth of 
Mofes. : 

5 Daughter of Pharaoh. &c.) Whole name was Thermuthis. 

6 And fhe had compaffion on him.] "The princefs was irrefiftibly mo- 
ved with the fight of fo much innocence and beauty in diftrefs. : 

9 Take this child away, and nurfe it for me, &c.] If the child had 
been found by any other perfon, ‘the king himfelf excepted, they 
muft have thrown him into the river; but Pharaoh’s daughter is 
condu¢ted by an invifible hand to the place where the forlorn infant 
was expofed, and by her put to nurfe to his own mother. i 

10 And be became her fon] i.e. She adopted him for her own fon, 
and fhe gave him a princely education. As Mofes grew up, he was 
remarkable for the tallnefs of his ftature, and elegance of his form, 
fhewed a pregnancy of underftanding that far furpaffed his years,. 
and fufficiently indicated what might be expected from him in 
time. ; 

She called his name Mifes, &c.] Many derive the word Mofes 
from the Egyptian mo, “ water,” and ies, or y/esy ‘ preferved ;” 
confequently the word implies, Saved from the waters, or preferved- 
from drowning. But Mofes, finding the Hebrew word ma/sa, “to 
draw out,” bear fome refemblance in found and fenfe to his own, 
name, writes it Mofheh, and introduces Pharaoh’s daughter giving 
this reafon why fhe impofed it, becaufe mefitibu, © I drew him; 
out of rhe waters.” . 

11 He went out unto bis brethren, &e.] Mofes abandoned the 
pleafures of the Egyptian corrt, and joined himfelf to the Hebrews, 
who were all his brethren, as ali being defcended from their com- 
mon father Abraham, ‘‘ chufing rather (fays the apoftle to the He- 
brews) to fuffer affi€tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the 
pleafures of fin for a feafon.”’ Heb. xi. 24. , . 

12 He flew the Egyptian, &c.] Which Egyptian was one of the 


Before 47 But the midwivés feared God, and did not as | 
the king of Egypt commanded them. i, 

18 And the king of Egypt called for the midwives, 
and faid unto them, Why have ye done this thing, 
and have faved the men children alive ? 

19 And the midwives faid unto Pharaoh, Becaufe 
the Hebrew women avé ndt as the Egyptian women; 
for theyare lively, and aré delivered ere the mid- 
wives.come in unto them. ‘ / 

20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives : 
and the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 

.21 And it came to pafs, becaufe the midwives 
feared God, that he made them houfes. 
573+ 92 Gf And Pharaoh charged all his people, faying, 
Every fon that is born ye fhall caft into the river, 
and every daughter ye fhall fave alive. 


CHAP. Il. 


1 Mofes is born, and laid in an ark among the flags: 
5 He is found, and brought up by Pharaoh’s daughter : 
‘ax He flayeth an Egyptian s reproveth an Hebrew ; 
and zs obliged to flee. 16 The preeft of Midian enter- 
taineth him. 23 God refpecteth the cry of the Lfraelites. 


we ND there wenta man of the houfe of Levi, 
and took ¢o wife a daughter of Levi. ' 
2 And the woman conceived, and bare a fon: and 
when fhe faw him that he was a goodly child, fhe hid 
him three. months. 

“ g And.when fhe could not longer hide him, fhe 
took for him an ark of bulrufhes, and daubed it with 
flime and with pitch, and put the child therein; and 
fhe laid zz in the flags by the river’s brink. 
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17 The midwives feared God, &c.] If they had complied with the 
king’s orders, they would not only have been guilty of murder, but 
perky too, by deftroying thofe.innocent children they had under- 
taken to preferve. 

19 They.are lively, &c.] Itisin the Hebrew, for they are mid- 
wives themfelves. If we confider that the Hebrew women, on ac- 
count of their being inured to toil and labour, muft be of a more ro- 
buft and vigorous conftitution than the Egyptians, the midwives will 
appear not to have told a lye, though poifibly they might have con- 
eealed fome part of the truth. 

2 Because the midwives feared God, that be made them hmfes.] The 
fenfe of thefe words, apparently, is, that God, in return for their 
kindnefs to the Ifraelites, bleft their children, and rendered them 
profperous. But we may obferve, that ‘* them,” in the original, 
as of the mafculine gender, and therefore cannot refer to the mid- 
wives. Some, therefore, apply it to the Ifraelites; and then the 
fenfe isy that providence, by means of the piety of the midwives, 
continued to increafe the children of Ifrael. Some apply this to the 
increafe of the families of the Hebrew midwives. But others refer 
it to Pharaoh and his fervants, who built houfes for the midwives, 
whither the Hebrew women were obliged to repair, in order to be 
delivered before commiffioners appointed for that purpofe, that the 
king’s order might not be any longer evaded. 

22 And Pharaoh charged all his people, faying, Every fon that is born 
ye Jeall caft into the river, &c.] Now Pharaoh ‘finding himfelf dif- 
appointed by the midwives, iffues orders for his own fervants to ex- 
ecute his inhuman command. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP.I. 


Here we fee the quick tranfition of one generation to another! How 
neceffary that fuch as wax great or numerous, remember their ori-. 
ginal meannefs! How remarkable is the birth of God’s promife, 
when its full time cometh! In two hundred and fifteen years, 
Abraham’s promifed feed had increafed to feventy perfons; in as 
many more, they increafed to about three millions. How quickly 
the fervices done to men are forgotten; while thofe done to God 
are had in everlafting remembrance! How often God’s kindnefs 
fharpens man’s cruelty! And to what horrid and favage barbarity 
their felfith defigns often: pufh them! But how vain for devils or 
men to contend with the Lord! Their beft-laid attempts againft 
his defigns will but promote theiraccomplifhment. God’s church 
often thrives beit in the fiery furnace of troubles, one after ano- 
ther! Let us therefore always depend on God; always obey God 
rather than man. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IL 


1 4 mar] Whofename was Amram. See Exod. vi. 20. Num. 
axXVI . 
A daughter of Levi.] Whofe name was Jochebed, and who was 
Amram’s father’s fitter. See Exod, vi. 20. 

2 Bare afon.| In chap- vii. 7. we find Mofes was not the firft. 
born. his brother Aaron being three years older. tafkmafters, who fell unmercifully upon the Hebrew, becaufe he 

And when fic fw him that be was a goodly child, &c-] Mofes was |} did not work fo faft as he defired, and almoft beat him to death. But 


remarkable for his fizeand beauty. “Heb. xi. 23. APs vil. 20. ‘the wrongs fuffered by the Ifraelites fo animated Mofes with an ab- 
; k ae : . horrence 


Mofes fleeth into Midian. 


Before 


CHRIST 


15316 


to him that did the wrong, Wherefore fmiteft thou 
thy fellow ? . : 

14 And he faid, Who made thee a prince and a 
judge over us ? intendeft thou to kill me, as thou 
killedft the Egyptian? And Mofes feared, and faid, 
Surely this thing is known. ; 

15 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he fought 
to flay Mofes. But Mofes fled from the face of 
Pharaoh, and dwelt in the land of Midian: and he 
fat down by.a well. : 

16 { Now the prieft of Midian had feven’ daugh- 
ters: and they.came and drew water, and filled the 
troughs to water their father’s flock. 

17 And the fhepherds came and drove them away: 


but Mofes ftood up and helped them, and watered’ 


their flock. 


18 And when they came to Reuel their father, he. 


faid, How 2s zé that ye arecomé fo foon to day. 

19 And they faid, An Egyptian delivered us out 
of the hand of the fhepherds, and alfo drew water 
enough for us, and watered the flock. 

20 And he faid unto his daughters, And where zs 
he? why zs it ¢hat ye have left the man ? call him, 
that he may eat bread. . 

21 And Mofes was content to dwell with the man: 


‘and he gave Mofes Zipporah his daughter. 


22 And fhe bare Azm a fon, and he called his 
name Gerfhom: for he faid, I have been a ftranger 
-in a ftrange land. 

234 And it came to pafs in procefs of time, that 


re err eee a 
horrence againft fuch flagrant oppreffion, and with fuch ardent love 
for lis brethren, that he could not fuffer this outrage to efcape un- 


punithed. But it has been queitioned whether, graniing the Ifraelite | 


to have fuffered wrong, this atiion of Mofes was juttifiable? and 
whether he ihould not have appealed co the civil magilirate, in whofe 
hands the fociety had lodged the power of redreffing private wrongs? 
In reply, it fhould be remembered, that as the Egyptian kings au- 
thorized the opprefling the Ifraelites, it would have been in vain.to 
apply for redrefs of their grievanges; and, confequently, the fociety 
being degenerated into a oonfederacy in oppreficn and injuftice, it 
was as lawful to ufe private force and refiftance as againft a band of 
robbers and banditt, It ishighly probable that by a divine impulfe 
Mofes did this a€tion. 

14 dud Mofss feared, &c.] Many have fufpeéted that there is a 
contradi@tion between this account and that of the apoftle, Hed. xi. 
26. ‘* By faith he forfook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
king.” But thefe words of the apoftle may refer to Mofes’s cou- 
rage, in conducting the Ifraelites out of Egypt, in which a@tion he 
was fo fortified by faith in the divine prote¢tion, that he feared not 
Pharaoh and ail his army. 

15 And dauclt i the land of Midian, &c.] Midian is fuppofed to 
be part of Arabia Petraza, which bordered on Gofhen. In thisdefert 
he acquired virtues which rendered him more capable of undertaking 
the deliverance of his brethren. 

16 Prigft of Midian, &c.) ‘This wasa prieft of the true God, and 
in great efteem in thofe parts. ‘Ihe Chaldee tranflates it, The 
prince of Midian. 

17 Aud the forpherds came and drove them away, &c.| i. e. The 
fhepherds drove the flocks from the well ; for the word “them” is 
inthe mafculine gender, and therefore cannot refer to the daugh- 
ters. Nor will this a¢tion of the fhepherds appear furprifing, it it 
be confidered, that in thefe countries there is a great f{earcity of 
water; and that every fhepherd would endeavour to get the firlt 
poffeflion of the wells, left others, coming thither before them, fhould 
not leave water enough to fupply their wants. 

18 When they came to Reuel therr father, &c.} Perhaps this perfon 
iscalied Hobab, the fon of Raguel, Numb. x. 29. Ceni, in Judges 
i. 16. and Jethro, in Exod, iii. 1. fo that one and the fame perfon is 
thought to have been called by four names, Raguel or Reuel, Ho- 
bab, Ceni, and Jethro. 

21 Aud he yaue Mojes Zipporab bis daughter.) Notwithftanding the 
fcripture has not mentioned any tranfattion between the arrival of 
Mofes at Reuel’s houfe, and his marriage of Zipporah; yet, it is 
highly probuble, that Reuel did not give him his daughter till he 
haa been fome time in the country, and given fufficient proofs ofhis 
virtue and integrity, 

22 Called bis name Gerfbom, &c.} 
Or as inthe Hebrew, I have beena ftranger, &c. 

23 The hing of Egypt died. Whofe name was Ramefes, according to 
bifhop Uther, who places his death in the year of the world 2494 5 
his fucceflor was Amenophis, who was drowned in the Red-fea. 

Taber ery, &c.] This isin the Samaritan, Their groan; in the 
Arabic, heir prayer or fupplication; which is confirmed by the 
Syriac rendering the words, They prayed, they cried. 

24, 25, dnd God, &c.] Four different words, in thefe two veries, 
namely, ** heard, remembered, looked upon them, had refpeét unto 
them,’ are made ufé of, the more emphatically to exprefs God’s 
tenderuefs towards his people. 


CHA P. IIL. 














i. e. A ftranger, or an alien. 





God appeareth to him. 


the king of Egypt died: and the children of Ifrael Before | 


fighed by reafon of the bondage, and they cried, and 
their cry came up unto God by reafon of the bon- 
dage. 3 

24 And God heard their groaning, and God re- 
membered his covenant with Abraham, with aac, 
and with Jacob. 

25 And God looked upon the children of Ifrael, 
and God had refpe& unto them. 


. CHAP. IIL 
1 Mofes keepeth Fethro’s flock: God appearcth to him ind 
- burning bufh: 7 He fendeth him to deliver Ifrael. 1% 
Mofes inquireth, and is told the name of God. 15 God’s 
meffage to Ifracl, and to the king of Egypt. 19 Pha 
raoh’s obfitnacy foretold, and its confequences. 


; Now Mofes kept the flock of Jéthro his father 


in law, the prieft of Midian: andhe led the 
flock to the backfide of the defert, and cameto the 
mountain of God, even to Horeb. 

2 And the Angel of the Lorn appeared unto him 
ina flame of fire out of the midft of a bufh: and he 
looked, and, behold the bufh burned with fire, and 
the bufh was not confumed. ; 

g And Mofes faid, I will now turn afide, and fee 
this great fight, why the buth is not burnt. 


4 And when the Lorn faw that he turned afide to 


fee, God called unto him out of the midft of the buth, 
and faid, Mofes, Mofes. And he faid, Here am I.- 

5 And he faid, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy 

: fhoes 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IL 


The hardfhips which Mofes endured in the defert land of Midian, 


and ‘the virtues he Jearned in this fchool of adverfity, ata diftance 
from the pleafures ofa court, where he had been educated, ferved 
not a little to qualify him for the part he was afterwards to 
act, asthe deliverer of God’s people. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. III. 
_ 1 The backfide of the defert.) The word rendered ‘¢ the back-fide,”” 
is omitted in the Septuagint and Samaritan. The Arabic reads, 
The extremities; the Vulgate, The inner parts; and the Chaldee, 
The beft paftures of the defert. - 

Mountain of God.j 'Thefe words ate omitted in the Septuagint. 
The Chaldee renders them, He came to Horeb, where the glory of 
the Lord was revealed ; according to this verfion, it received the 
title of the mountain of God by anticipation. Yet ic muft be 
owned, that in various places of {cripture “ the mountain of God” 
fignifies only a very lofty one. Jofephus pretends that the fhepherds 
were afraid to afcend this mountain, on account of an ancient tra- 
dition that fome god kept his refidence thereupon. 

Even to Horeb.| St. Stephen, 4és vil. 30. calls it Sinai, becaufe 
Horeb and Sinai were two fummits of the fame mountain. He alfo 
informs us that this happened after Mofes had dwelt forty years in 
the land of Midian. : 

2 And the angel of the Lord appeared.) Several are of opinion, that 
by the angel of the Lord is meant the Meffiah, the ¢ meflenger of the 
covenani,”’ that all-glorious perfon, who, to make an atonement for 
finful man, fpilt his moft precious blood. We are of opinion, that 
it was the appearance of the Shechinah, or Jehovah himielf, accom- 
panied with a glorious retinue of angels as his minifters. And the 
Vulgate, which renders it, The Lord appeared, partly confirms this 
meaning. 

du @ flame of fire.) For the element of fire was frequently made 
ufe of by God to notify his prefence, ‘Thus when he determined to 
ratify his covenant with Abraham, <¢a fmoking furnace and a lamp 
of fire paffed between the pieces of the vidiims.” When the people 
were to be fat:sfied of the divine miffion of Mofes, the Lord de~ 
fcended in fire from mount Sinai. When our Saviour was initiated 
in his miniftry, the divine glory, or fire, fettled upon his head ; and 
when the difciples were filled with the Holy Ghoft, fiery cloven 
tongues manifeited his prefence, and convinced the {peAiators of the 
reality of their infpiration. 

Out of the midft of a bulb.| The word feneb, which we render a 
««bufh,” properly fignifies a bramble buth; thence the wildernefs 
and adjacent mountains were called Sinai, from their being full of 
bramble bufhes. ! 

dud the bulb was not confumed.| We are informed by Philo the 
Jew of the doétrine couched under this extraordinary appearance. 
‘The burning buth was a fymbol, fays he, of the opprefied, and the 
flaming fire of the oppreffor. ‘The bufh burning with fire, and not 
confumed, portended, that they who were oppreffed by violence 


fhould not be deftroyed; the defign of their enemies fhould be . 


froftrated: and the prefent troubles with which they were af- 
fli€ted fhould, in the event, prove advantageous to them. 

5 Put of thy foves from of thy fect, &c.| None can approach 
the great Creator of the univerfe with too much reverence. And: 
how great is the condefcenfion of the almighty Being, who fills im- 


‘menfity with his glory, that be deigns to reveal himfelf to finful 
4 


. mortals! 
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God fendeth, Mofes to deliver Ifrael. EXODUS. 


Before Shoes from off thy feet, for the.place whereon thou 
CHRST tandeft is holy arovadl: z 
6 Moreover he faid, I am the God of thy father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, and the God 
of Jacob. And Mofes hid his face; for he was afraid 
to look upon God. - Pei 
7% And the Lonp faid, I fave furely feen the 
afflition bf my people which.aré in' Egypt, and have 
heard their cry by reafon of their tafkmafters; for I 
know their forrows; 


8 And I amcome down to deliver them out of 


the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up 
out of that Jand unto a good land and a large, unto 
a land flowing with milk and honey; unto the place 
of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amo- 
rites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the 
jebufites. ; ; 

9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael is come unto me: and I have alfo 
feen the oppreffion wherewith the Egyptians opprefs 
them. —. 

10 Come now therefore, and I will fend thee unto 
Pharaoh, :that thou mayeft bring forth my people 
the children of Ifrael out of Egypt. 


112 And’ Mofes faid unto God, Who am I, that if 
fhould go unto Pharaoh, and that I fhould bring |} 
{not let you go, no, not by a mighty hand. 


forth the children of Ifrael out of Egypt? 
12 And he faid, Certainly I will be with thee; 


and this /rall be a token unto thee, that I have 


fent‘thee: When thou haft brought forth the peo- 
ple out of Egypt, ye thall ferve God upon this 
‘mountain. 

13 And Mofes faid unto God, Behold, when I 
‘come unto the children of Ifrael, and fhall fay unto 
them, The Ged of your fathers hath fent me unto 
you; and they fhall fay to me, What is his name? 
what fhall I fay unto them? 

14 And God faid unto Mofes, I AM THAT I 


a ne 
mortals! Though the divinity be prefent every where; though the 
whole world be his auguft temple, yet we fhould be remarkably 
cautious when we approach the place where his honour dwellcth, the 


houfe fet apart for his worfhip; for we fee that even Mofeshimfelf 


‘was commanded, when he approached the divine majefty, to put 

off his thoes from his feet, for the place on which he ftood was holy 
round, : 

“ 6 dad Mofes hid his face) This is in token of profound humility 

and veneration. The angels themfelves are faid to cover theirs in 

the prefence of God. d/aiah vi. z. 

Upon God.] This is in the Hebrew, To look back towards God. 
‘The Chaidec renders it, to look towards the glory of God. 

7 Their ery, by reafit of their tafemafters, ket 
their hiftory, it will appear, that their cry was not for fuch a deli- 
yerance as was promifed to their forefathers, i. ¢. to be brought up 
‘out of Egypt ; bus for fuch a one as might enable them to live at 
eafe among their flefh-pots therein. 

8 Unto a lond flowing with milk and Loney, &c.} The facred writ- 
ings are full of encomiums on the fertility of the land of Canaan; 
and the expreflion, “owing with milk and honey,’ was a common 
proverb, denoting an abundance. 

“an And Mofes faid untoGod, Who am 1, that I foould go unta Pharaoh, 
&c.] Mofes modeitiy declines the fervice, from an apprehenfion 
that it was unlikely that a perfon fo long abfent from Egypt fhould 
be able to prevail with the people to follow him, or with the prince 
to releafe them from his dominion or fway. 

12 dnd this foall be a token unto thee, &c.} i.e. The vifion which 
thou haft now feen of the buh burning, but not confumed. ~ 

14. 1 AM THAT I AM, &c.) A name was fo peculiar and dif. 
tinct to a local tutelary deity, that the one fupreme God had no 
name, or title of diftinétion. Out of indulgence, therefore, to the 
weaknefs of Mofes, God was pleafed to give himfelf a name, «I 
AM THAT I AM, &c.” where we may obferve {according to the 


, 


conftant method of divine wifdom, when it condefcends to the pre-- 


judices of men) how in the very inftance of indulgence to their fu- 
peritition, he gives a corrective of it, The religion of names arofe 
from an idolatrous polytheifm; and the name here given by imply- 
ing eternity and felf-exiftence, direcily oppofeth that fuperftition. 
"18 Hath met with us, &e:} We read in the Vulgate, It hath 
- called us; inthe Septuagint, Hath called upon us; in the Arabic, 
Hath commanded us in the Syriac, Hath appeared to us; and in 
the Chatdee, Hath been invoked byus. The Hebrew word, xikrah, 
which fignifies *¢.met,’’ is in the Samaritan written nikra, which 
.-fignifies, © to call :”’ and as feveral Hebrew MSS. confirm the latter 
as the genuine reading, we may fafely adopt the fame. 
"49 Wo, not by a mighty hand.| It is in the Vulgate, Unlefs by a 
sighty hand; inthe Septuagint, Unlefs with a mighty kand; in 
“3 
































From the fequel of 
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Pharaoh’ s obftinacy foretold. | 


AM: and he faid, Thus fhalt thou fay unto the Before 


children of Ifrael, I AM hath fent me unto you. 

15 I And God faid moreover unto Mofes, Thus 
fhalt thou fay unto the children of Ifrael, The Lorn 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God 
of aac, and the God of Jacob, hath fent me unto 
you: this zs my name for ever, and this zs my memo- 
rial unto all generations. : 

16 Go,and gather the elders of Ifrael together, and 
fay unto them, The Lorn God of your fathers, the 
God of Abrahan, of Ifaac, and of Jacob, appeared 


that which is done to you in Egypt: 

17 And I have faid, I will bring thee up out of 
the affli€tion of Egypt unto the land of the Canaan- 
ites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Pe- 
Tizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebufites, unto a 
land flowing with milk and honey. 

18 And they fhall hearken to thy voice: and thou 
fhalt come, thou and the elders of Ifrael, unto 
the king of Egypt, and ye fhall fay unto him, The 
Lorp God of the Hebrews has met with us: and 
now let us go, we befeech thee, three days journey 
into the wildernefs, that we may facrifice to the 
Lorp our God. 

19 And I am fure that the king of. Egypt will 


zo And I will ftretch out my hand, and {mite 
Egypt with all my wonders which I will do in the 
mid{. thereof: and after that he will let.you go.- 

21 And I will give this people favour in the fight 
of the Egyptians: and it fhall come ‘to pafs, that, 
when ve go, ye fhall not go empty: 

22 But every woman fhall borrow of her ncigh- 
bour, and of her that fojourneth in her houfe, jewels 
of filver, and jewels of gold, and raiment: and ye 
fhall put ¢hem upon your fons and upon your daugh- 
ters; and ye fhall fpoil the Egyptians. 

:: CHAP. 


the Chaldec, Nor indeed, becaufe his power is great. The Sama- 
ritan and Septuagint agrec. 

20 dud 1 will ftretch out my hand| _Canaan and Egypt were the 
two moft populous regions at this time in the world; the firft diftin. 
guifhed from all others by its violence and unnatural crimes; che 
latter by its fuperftitions and idolatries. It concerned God's moral 
government that-a fpeedy ftop fhould be put so both; the inhabitants 
of thefe two being now ripe for divine vengeance. And as the ins 
ftruments he employed -to punith their prefent cnormities were de- 
figned for the barrier againit future, the Ifraelites went out of Egypt 
with a high hand, which defolated their haughty tyrants, and were 
led into the poffeffion of the land of Canaan, whofe inhabitants they 
were utterly to'exterminate. Vice and idolatry had now filled u 
their meafure. Egypt, the capital of falfe religion, being likewife 
the nurfery of arts and {ciences, was preferved from total deftruétion, 
for the fake of civil and polifhed manners, which was to derive their 
fource from thence; but the Canaanites were to be utterly exter- 
minated, to vindicate the horiour of humanity, and to put a ftop toa 
contagion which changed the reafonable nature into brutal. 

 Suzite Egypt with all my wonders, &c.] F.gypt was chofen by God 
to be the feene of all his wonders in fupport of his clect people ; for 
thie very reafon, that through the celebrity of fo famed an empire 
the powers of the tru¢ God might be fpread abroad, and trike the 
obfervation of the whole habitable world, ‘Rom. ix. 7. 

22 Every woman frall boriow] : The word /faal, which we ren- 
der s* borrow,” fignifies to afk, as appears from Ger. xxxii. 17. 
Fee. xix. 50. Fudges viii. zg. It likewife fignifies, To return any 
thing obtained by great difficulty and importunity, asin 1 Sam, ii, 28. 
And therefore the true fenfe of the paffage will be, Every woman 
fhall afk of her neighbour, and of her that fojourneth in her houfe, 
jewels of filver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, as fome compen- 
fation for the injuries the Ifraclites have received. Confequently 
the Egyptians, in compliance with their requeft, thewed they were 
willing to pay the tax defired asa ranfom for their lives, anda com- 
penfation. for the injuries they had done the Ifraelites. 

Aud yc fball fpril, &c.} tis in the Chaidee, Ye fhall leave the 
Egyptians empty; and in the Arabic, Ye fhall extirpate the 
Egy prians. : : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IL. 


Let us here obferve, the reverence that is dune to God, whenever we 
approach him in prayer, when‘we came into his temple, or when 
we even do but fpeak of him; and indeed when we contider what 
a great and glorious Being he is, the profoundeft reverence, the 
loweft abafement, the mott aw ful veneration, will appear too little 


whefi we come before-him. 


EXPLANATORY 


unto me, faying, I have furely vifited you, and feen 


HRIST 
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Mofes’ rod 2s turned into a _ferpent. 


Before 
CHRIST 
5491. 


‘CH AP. IV. 


1 Mofes’ rod is turned into a ferpent: 6 His hand is 
leprous: 10 He 2s loth to be fent; Aaron is appointed 
to affift him. 18 Mofes departeth from Jethro, 21 
God’s meffage to Pharaoh. 24 Zippovah circumcifeth 
her fon. 27 Aaron ts Jent to meet Mofes. 29 They 
go to the Ifraclites, and the people belicue them. 


A ND Mofes anfwered and faid, But, behold, 
they will not believe me, nor hearken unto 

my voice: for they will fay, The Lorp hath not 

appeared unto thee. ; 

2 And the Lorp faid unto him, What zs that in 
thine hand? And he faid, A rod. 

3 Andhe faid, Caft it on the ground. And he 
caft it on the ground,-and it became a ferpent; and 
Moles fled from before it. 

4 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Put forth thine 
hand, and takc it by the tail. And he put forth his 
hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his 
hand: : 

5 That they may believe that the Lory God of 
their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Ifaac, 
and the God of Jacob, hath appeared unto thee. 

6 And the Lorn faid furthermore unto him, 
Put now thine hand into thy bofom. And he put 
his hand into his bofom: and when he took it out, 
behold, his hand was leprous as {now. . 
‘2 And he faid, Put thine hand into thy bofom 
again. And he put his hand into his bofom again; 
and plucked it out of his bofom, and, behold, it 
was turned again as his other flefh. 

8 And it fhall come to pafs, if they will not believe 
thee, neither hearken to the voice of the firft fign, 
that they will believe the voice of the latter fign. 

And it fhall come to pafs, if they will not be- 
lieve alfo thefe two figns, neither hearken unto thy 
voice, that thou fhalt take the water of the river, 
and pour zt upon the dry dand: and the water which 
thou takeft out of the river fhall become blood up- 
onthe dry land. 

10 2 And Mofes faid unto the Lor», O my 


TS 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

1 Behold, they witl not believe me, &c.] "The great relu&tance Mo- 
fes here difcovers to accept this commiflion, may feem_unaccount- 
ably ftrange, if we confider that from the former part ofhis hiftory, 
chap. il. ver. 12. he was neither wanting in forwardnefs or zeal to 
promote the welfare of his brethren, Whence then could his back- 
wardnels procecd ? -Whence! From his thinking that the recovery 
of the Ifraelites from the Egyprian fuperftitions was altogether def- 
perate. And, humanly fpeaking, he did not judge amifs, as will 
appear from their behaviour during the whole time God was work- 
ing their deliverance in fo furprifing a manner. : 

3 And it became a ferpent, &e.| This word tranflated « ferpent,”’ 
is. rendered by the Vulgate, -A fhake; and by others, A dragon, 
prodigioufly large: : tae : 

5 that the may beliewe, &c-] i: ¢. Thou fhale ‘do this before 
them, in order‘to convince them; if they have any donbt, that thou 
haft been fent by me. oe cA 

6; 7» His band was leprousas faow—and it was inrned again as his 
other fle/b.) A leprofy, efpecially tlic white teprofy, is efteemed al- 
moft incurable ;-and the inflicting: this difeafe, and-the curing it 
again inttantly, makes the miracle more‘extraordinary. 


8 And itfhall comets pafi.\ “Thus: Gad condefcended to give the , 


reafon why he is pleafed to add another fign to the former ; namely, 
thar he might overcome the incredibility which he forefaw would 
be found in many of the people. 
-, They cvill believe the woice of the latter figu.] AlN who cannot be 
prevailed upon by the firft fign, fhall be convince 1 by the fecond ; 
and if any should be fo obitinate as to ftand our againft the fecond, 
they fhould be convinced bya third. We may obfervea great pro- 
priety and energy in this expreffion, the voice of the fign,” fince 
thofe miracics, in effe@, fpoke in the ear of reafon, and faid, Be- 
eve inhim whom God hath fent to you. 

10 Shw of fpecck, &c.] The two words chesah peh, rendered 
«© flow of fprech,” fignify, in Exef, ili. 5- a ftrange language un- 
derftood with dificulty ; in which fenfe Mofes not only infinuates 
that he was no orator, but alfo that he had almoft loit the true pro- 
nunciation of the Egyptian language. in the abfence of forty years. 

11 And the Lord faid unto him, Who kath riade man's mouth ? &c.} 
A very ftrong remark this, and ought to have been taken as a fatif- 
faQory anfwer to the obje¢tion of Mofes. 

13 Send, 4 pray thee, by the hand, &e.)} 


The word rendered, 
Nb. 6. : 


© Hee Pe 1. 














:] each’ of them upon an afs ? 





Lord, I am not eloquent, neither heretofore, 
fince thou haft fpoken unto thy fervant: but I am 
flow of fpcech, and of a flow tongue. 

11 And the Lorn faid untohim, Who hath made 
man’s mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, 
or the feeing, or the blind? have not I-the Lorn? 

12 Now therefore go, and I will be with thy 
mouth, and teach thee what thou fhalt fay. 

13 Andhe faid, O my Lord, fend, I pray thee, 
by the hand of him whom thou wilt fend. 

14 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
againft Mofes, and he faid, Zs not Aaron the Levite 
thy brother? I know that he can fpeak well. And 
alfo, behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and 
when he feeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

15 And thou fhalt fpeak unto him, and put words 
in his mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and 
with his mouth, and will teach you what ye fhall 
do. 

16 And he fhall be thy fpokefman unto the peo- 
ple: and he fhall be, even he fhall be to thee in- 
{tead of a mouth, and thou fhalt be to him inftead 
of God. 

17 And thou fhalt take this rod in thine hand, 
wherewith thou fhalt do figns. 

18 @ And Mofes went and returned to Jethro his 
father in law, and {aid unto him, Let me go, I pray 
thee, and return unto my brethren which a@7e in 
Egypt, and fee whether they be yetalive.. And Je- 
thro faid to Mofes, Go in peace. 

1g And the Lorp faid unto Mofes in Midian, Go, 
return into Egypt: for all thc men are dead which 
fought thy life. 

20 And Mofes took his wife and his fons, and 
fet them upon an afs, and he returned to the land 
of Egypt: and Mofes took the rod of God in his 
hand. : 

21 @ And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, When thou 
goeft to return into Egypt, fee that thou do all thofe 
wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine 
hand: but I will harden his heart, that he fhall not 
let zhe people go. 

. 22 And 





“© whom thou wilt fend,” is in the Hebrew */Zilabh, whence the 
word fchilzy mentioned Gen. xlix. 10. is derived ; fome have ima- 
gined, that Mofes here alludes to the Meffiah. The Septuagint 
render, Send by fome other perfon who is able; the Chaldee, Send 
by the hand of him who is worthy to be fent. _ Grotius obferves, 
that the Hebrew word jad, a hand, fignifies fitnefs in general; and 
that Mofes’s relu¢tance is an argument of his modefty: but it feems 
rather more probable, that his backwardnefs proceeded from his 
knowledge of the ftrong attachment which the Hebrews had to the 
Egyptian idolatries. 

17 Thou fhalt take this rod, &c.] Now Mofes was ordered to take 
the rod, that he might have a perpetual memorial of the divine om- 
nipotence; and to perfuade him, that as God had already converted 
it into a different form, he was equally able to change it into any 
other, and endue it with a power which in its natural ftate it did 


‘not poffefs. 


: 19 For all the men are dead, &c.} This Jofephus confines merely 
tothe -demife of the Egyptian king, from whom he had fled into 
Midian’; and reprefents the information of his death as the effect of 
rumour, not of diving infpiration, as itis affirmed to be in the text. 


But this circumftance bears a-ftrong refemblance of that in Mazz. 


r 


di. 2d. - : 


20 And his fone.] Notwithftanding the ‘fcripture mentions onfy - 
Gerfhom, till chap. xviii. 4. of this bcok ; we'arc in that place in. 


“formed, that he had another.named Eliezer, who'was fo called in 
-allufion to Mofes’ being aided in his flight from Egypt by the Lord. 


Upon an afi, &c.} “Though the fingular number is ufed in the 
Hebrew, yet, from the circumftances of the ftory, it is evident mote 
than one is implied. May we not therefore affert, that he placed 

The See give us room to think 
he did, tranflating the expreffion, Beafts of burden, in the plural ; 
and the Arabic bears the fame meaning. 

zi Leaill Farden his heart, &c.] We fhould underftand this ex- 
preffion fo as not to contradiét that in chap. ix. 34. where Pharach 
is faid to harden it himfelf; and this may be eafily done, if we 
confider it as fignifying, God would fuffer him to harden it him- 
felf; and that in fcripture every thing is afcribed to the immediate 
agency-of the divine Being, though it might be accounted for from 
natural eaufes: and God might be faid to harden Pharaoh’s heart, 
by giving him up to the perverfenefs of his own difpofition, and the , 
natural effets of his own prejudices. 

2z Ifrael 


God’s meffaze to Pharaoh. 
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LZipporah circumerfeth her fon. 


KE xO.D US: 





Mofes and Aaron go in unto Pharaoh. 





Before © 
. CHRIST 


t4yt. 


22 And thou fhalt fay unto Pharaoh, Thus faith 
the Loro, Hrael 7s my fon, even my firftborn: 

23 And I fay unto thee, Let my fon go, that he 
may ferve me: and if thou refufe to let him go, be- 
hold, I will-flay thy fon, even thy firftborn. 

24 & And it came to pafs by the way in the inn, 
that the Lory met him, and fought to kill him. 


25 Then Zipporah took a fharp ftone, and cut} 


off the forefkin of her fon, and caft zt at his feet, and 
faid, Surely a bloody hufband a7¢ thou to me. 

26 So he let him go: then fhe faid, A bloody 
hufband thou art, becaufe of the circumcifion. 

27 § And the Lorn faid to Aaron, Go into the 
wildernefs to meet Mofes. And he went, and met 
him in the mount of God, and kiffed him. 

28 And Mofes told Aaron al! the words of the 
Lorp who had fent him, and all the figns which he 
had commanded him. 

29 I And Mofes and Aaron went and gathered to- 
gether all the elders of the children of Ifrael: 

go And Aaron fpake all the words which the Lorp 
had fpoken unto Mofes, and did the figns in the fight 
of the people. / 

31 And the people believed: and when they 
heard that the Lorn had vifited the children of 
Ifrael, and that he looked upon their affliGion, then 
they bowed thcir heads and worfhipped. 


C H A P. V. . 


1 Pharaoh chideth Mofes and Aaron for their meffage : 
6 He increafeih the tafk of the Iraelites. 10 The peo- 
ple have no ftraw allowed them. 15 Pharaoh checketh 
their complaints. 20 They cry out upon Mefes and 
Aaron. 22 Mofes complaineth to God. 

N D afterward Mofes and Aaron went in, and 
told Pharaoh, Thus faith the Lor» God of 

Ifrael, Let my people go, that they may hold a feaft 

unto me in the wildernefs. 





22 Ifrael is my fon, &c.] It is explained in the Arabic, that this 
was faid in order to convey honour to the Ifraelites, and at the 
fame time to exprefs the kindnefs of God towards them. ‘The 
Egyptians, and all the furrdunding’ nations, looked Upon their hero- 
gods, as lucal, tatelary, and particularly engaged ia the protection 
and profperity of the nation from which they fprung. God, in al- 
lufion to this prejudice, orders Mofes. to addrefs Pharaoh in the 
wards of this verfe ; and as he was convinced oi the confequences of 
the doctrine of a tutelary deity, he could not be applied to in any 
manner more forcible or proper. 

24 The Lord met hirr, &c.| The generality of the tranflations, 
and particularly; the Syriac, mention Mofes-as the perfon whom the 
Lord met, and fought to kill; but the Arabic fays exprefely, Vhat 
the angel of the Lord fell or rufhed upon his fon, and fought te kill 
him. Yet the original fignifies no more than the angel appeared in 
an attitude which threatened the child’s life, in order to try the af- 
feGion of his father, and to compel him to the obfervance of a rite 
which was the roken of the covenant bet-een God and the pofterity 
of Abraham, Ges. xvii. 10. 

25 Took a foarp ficne] It was a flint ftone the Egyptians ufed to 
make the incifion ‘in the bodies that were to be embalmed. Juftin 
Martyr ftyles thefe inftraments fwords, or knives of ftone ; in the 
firft ages of the world they were in univerfal ufe ; and modern dif 
coveries convince us, that in the ruder. ages all countries had no 
other inftruments but thefe. 


Surely a bloody bufhand art thou to me.) The Hebrew word chatars 


rendered ‘ hufband,”’ fignifies a fon in Jaw, or one efpoufed to God, 


and was the name given a child on the day of circumcifion; and* 
.that the words are applied to the fon, not to Mofes, who is called, 
a bloody fon, on account of the circumcifion. - According to fome, | 


the fenfe of this paffage will run thus: She caft the forefkin at the 
child's feet, and faid, by this blood of the circumcjfion thou art 


-a member of the church; and the Chaldee is fo remarkable, that 


we have referved the tranflation of the whole verfe to this place, | 


Zipporah took a ftone, and circumcifed the forefkin of her fon, and 
offered it before him, and faid, Becaufe of the blood of this cir- 
cumcifion, let my hufband be given unto us. 
. 26 So he tet hic go &c.] Which fignifies that the angel fuffered 
Mofes to proceed’on his journey without further moleftation. : 
30 And did the figns,)&c.] By which it appears that Aaron per- 
formed the miracles; and agreeable to this, we find, chap. vii. 10. 
-that Aaron did in fact perform the miracle; and as he a¢ted by the 
«command of Mofes, and was, as the feripture ftiles him, his pro- 
phet; Mofes might be looked upon as the agent, agre: able tw the 
words in chap. iv. 7. and Aaron as the inftrument of Mofes. 







z And Pharaoh faid, Who 7s the Lorn, that I 
fhould obey his voice to Iet Ifrael go? I know not 
the Lorp, neithcr will I let Ifrael go. 

3 And they faid, The God of the Hebrews hath 
met with us: let us go, we pray thee, three days’ 
journey into the defert, and facrifice unto the Lorn 
our God; left he fall upon us with peftilence, or 
with the fword. 

4 And the king of Egypt. faid unto them, Where- 
fore do ye, Mofes and Aaron, let the people from 
their works? get ye unto your burdens. 

5 And Pharaoh faid, Behold, the people of the 
land now are many, and ye make them reft from 
their burdens. 

6 @ And Pharaoh commanded the fame day the 
tafkmafters of the people, and their officers, faying, 

7 Ye fhall no more give the people ftraw to make 
brick, as heretofore: let them go and gather ftraw 
for themfelves. : 

8 And the tale of the bricks, which they did make 
heretofore, ye fhall lay upon them; ye fhall not di- 
minifh aught thereof: for they dc idle; therefore they 
cry, faying, Let us go and facrifice to our God. 

9 Let there more work be Jaid upon the men, that 
they may labour therein; and let them not regard 
vain words. 

10 & And the tafkmaftersof the people went out, 
and their officers, and they fpake to the people, 
faying, Thus faith Pharaoh, I will not give you 
ftraw. 
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11 Goye, get ye ftraw where ye can find it: yet, 


not aught of your work fhall be diminifhed. 

12 So the people were fcattered abroad through- 
out all the land of Egypt to gather ftubble inftead 
of ftraw. 

13 And the tafkmafters halted them, faying, Fulfil 
your works, your daily tafks, as when there was 


{traw. . 
14 And 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 


From the circumflance of Mofes being threatened by a divine vifion, 
on account of his not having circumcifed his fon, we may learn, 
that the commands of God, cyen thofe which relate only to 
things external, and indiGerent in their own nature, ought to be 
inviglabiy obferved and performed. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VY. 


1 And afterward, &c.] 3. e. After they had convinced the elders 
of ifrael of their divine miffion. 

thus fiith the Lord God of Ifrael] This is in the Hebrew, Thus 
faith Jehovah, the God of Ifrael. 

My people] ‘The feparation of this people has been arraigned as 
inconfiftent with ‘rhe divineattributes. It muft, however, be owned, 
that ic became the goodnefs of God to preferve the doctrine of the 
unity amidft an idolatrous world. Nor could fuch a feparation be 
made otherwife, than by bringing that part ef mankind under 
God’s peculiar protection. Now as fome people muft needs be fe- 
le¢ted for this purpofe, it feems moft agreeable to our ideas of divine 
wifdom, to make the bleffings attendant on fuch a felection, the re- 
ward of fome exaJted virtue in the progenitors of the chofen people. 
The feparation was made forthe fake of mankind in general, though 
one people became the honoured infruments to teftify God’s faith- 
fulnefs to his promife made to their fathers, Abraham, &c. 

3 LAP he fall upm us with peftilence, &c.] This is rendered, Le& 
death or flaughter befall us, in the Septuagint. 

5 Behcld, the people of the land now are many, &c.] Thus Pharaoh 
not only denies this requeft, but infinuates, that they were the ring- 
leaders of fedition, and difturbers of the peace. 

6 The tafemofters of the peoples and their oficers; &c.] The talk- 
matters were Egyptizns, and the officers were Ifraelites, deputed by 
them to fee that they performed what was exatted of them. The 
Septuagint and Samaritan render the latter word, Scribes, a term 
ufually applied to the eldets.of the Ifraelites. 

g Let there be mare work.] It is in the Hebrew, Let the work be 
made heavy upon the men. The Vulgate renders it, Let them be 
opprefled with works, and let them iulfil them; the Septuagint, 
Let their works be made more heavy, and let them be rendered 
falicitous by them, &c. 

Let them not sevard ain words.} 
the words of a lye. 
Arabic, In vain things; the Valgate, in Jying words; but the Sep- 
tnagint, Samaritan, and Syriac, agree with the above. 


The Hebrew. renders it, In 


21 The 


‘Fhe Chaldee renders, In idle words; the - 





The Tfraelites cry out upon Mofes, Bc. 
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CHAP. VI. 


14 And the officers of the children of Ifrael, which 

charge pleadeth his defect of fpeech. 

HEN the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Now. thalt 

4 thou fee what I will do to Pharaoh: for with a 
ftrong hand fhall he let them go, and with a ftrong 
hand fhall he drive them out of his land. 

2 And God {pake unto Mofes, and faid unto him, 
Iam the Lorp: 7 

g And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Ifaac, and. 
unto Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, butby my 
name JEHOVAH was I nor known to them. 

4 And I have alfo eftablifhed my covenant with 
them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land of 
their pilgrimage, wherein they were ftrangers. . 

5 And Ihave alfo heard the groaning of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage; 
and I have remembered my covenant. 

6 Wherefore fay unto the children of Ifrael, I am 
the Lorp, and I will bring you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of 
their bondage, and I will redeem you with a ftretch- 
ed out arm, and with great judgments: . 

7 And { will take you to me for a people, and 
will be to you a God: and ye fhall know that I am 
the Lory your God, which bringeth you out from 
under the burdens of the Egyptians. 

8 And I will bring you in unto the land, concern- 
ing the which I did {wear to give itto Abraham, to 
Ifaac, and to Jacob; and I will give it to youfor an 
heritage: I am the Lorn. . . 

g And Mofes fpake fo unto the children of Ifrael: 
but they hearkened not unto Mofes for anguifh of 
{pirit, and far cruel bondage. 

10 I Andthe Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

11 Go in, fpeak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that 
he let the children of Ifrael go out of his land. 

_12 And Moles fpake before the Lor», faying, Be-. 
hold, the children of Ifrael have not hearkened unto 

hep = : : me; 


en, and demanded, Wherefore have ye not fulfilled 
your tafk in making brick both yefterday and today, 
as heretofore ? 

15 % Then the officers of the children of Ifrael 
came and criéd unto Pharagh, faying, Wherefore 
dealeft thou thus with thy fervants? 

16 There is no ftraw given unto thy fervants, and 
they fayto us, Make brick: and, behold, thy fervants 
are beaten; but the fault zs in thine own people. 

17 But he faid, Ye are idle, ye aveidle: therefore 
ye fay, Let us go and do facrifice to the Lorn. 

18 Go therefore now, and werk; for there fhall 
no ftraw be given you, yet fhall ye deliver the tale 
of bricks. 

19 And the officers of the children of Ifrael did} 
fee that they were in evil cafe, after it was faid, Ye 
fhall not minifh aught from vour bricks of your daily 
tafk. 
20 4 And they met Mofes and Aaron, who ftood 
in the way, as they came forth from Pharaoh: 

21 And they faid unto them, The Lorn look 
upon you, and judge; becaufe ye have made our 
favour to be abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and 
in the eyes of his fervants, to put a fword in their 
hand to flay us. 

22 And Mofes returned unto the Lorn, and faid, 
JLornp, wherefore haft thou fo evil entreated this 
people ? why Zs it chat thou haft fent me ? 

23 For fince I came to Pharaoh to fpeak in thy 
name, he hath done evil to this people; neither hait 
thou delivered thy people at all. 


CHAP. VI. 


1 God reneweth his promife Ly his name FEHOVAH: 
10 He fendeth Mofes to Pharaoh. 14 The genealogy 
of Reuben, 15 of Simeon, 16 and of Levt, of wham 

. ae! eget : D4 foe 7 
t a 
unknown 16 the patrjarchs, frequently occurring in the book of Gex 
nefis, had furnifhed unbelievers with a pretext that the faine perfon 
could not be the author of the two books of Genefis and Exodus. 

But the affertion is, that the word Jehovah was notiufed in thé times 

of the patriarchs ;, but that the name Jehovah, asa title of, hqnour, 

(whereby anew idea was affixed to an old word), was unknown tq 

them. - is <a the 

6 With a firetched out arnt, &c.] ‘It isy With a lifted up arn in the 

Septuagint, Vulgate, Chaldee, and Syriac; but both the expreffions 

convey the idea of great exertion. ~ ‘ ee ie as 
7 J will take you to me for @ people.] Let thofe who afi: a reafon why 

God fhould prefer fo pérverfe and fottith a people to ‘all other, reé- 

collect, that one reafca has been given already ; that it was for the 

fake of their forefathers; and to fulfill the promife mide to the pa 
triarchs, Another may be, chat che ea somery proviamnces, by 
which they were proteéted, might become the mord vifible ‘and if- 





21 the Lord look upan youy and judge.| It is in the Chaldee, May 
the Lord appear upon you, and take vengeance. “The Samaritan 
renders the Jaft word, Let him interpret; and the Arabic, Judge 
againtt you. ; : ; 

Savour to be abborred.] tis in the Hebrew, Toftink. The Sep- 
tuagint render, To ke execrable; the Arabic, Ye have corrupted our 
flare with Pharaoh ; and the Syriac, Ye have done evil to our fpirit. 

To put a favord, &c.) This is rendeied, Delivering unto the 
fword in their hands, in the Syriac. . , 

22 Mofes returned, &c.| . All the ancient. tranflations concur in re- 
prefenting it, “That he addreffed the Lord ; and the original will 
bear this fenfe, av appears from P/alm Ixxiii. 16. xciv. 15. and ‘J/a. 
XIN. 17. 

23 Since 1 came to Pharach ts fpcak in thy name, be hath done evi! ts 
this people, &c.} Here Mofes, forgetting that God: hath foretold 
him of Pharavh’s obflinacy, chap. ii. 19. and iv. 21. with fome in- 
decent warmth, expoftulates with God upon the prefent 4ll fuccefs 
of his embafly, and complains that God had done nothing towards 
fulfilling his promife of delivering the Ifraclites. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP: VY. 

We may find in this chapter, a true picture of our nature in general. 
By whatfoever name, or in whatfoever manner, God is pleafed ta 
reveal himfelf zo us; how many inftances foever of his provi- 

dences we are ftruck with, how much and often foever we are 
obliged by the force of evidence to fay, ‘* Surely the Lord is in 
all!” and to acknowledge that it is his hand that faves and delivers 
us, and bleffeth us in allthings; yet no fooner does his wifdom 
adi in any other manner than our weak wifdom thinks it fhould, 
but we immediately fall into fears and diftruit, as if God’s power 
was at anend, as if he could forget his promifes, and as if his hand 
was fhortened that he could not deliver. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VI. 

1 When the Lord faid unto Mofes, &c.] Thus God gracioufly con- 
defcends to fatisfy the complaints which Mofes had made in the end 
of the foregoing chapter ; telling him, that if he would but be pati- 
ént awhile, ke fhould fee in how wonderful and terrible a manner he 
would force the obftinate king to difmifs his people, and make him 
even glad of their departure. ete os 

2 And faid unto hint, I ax the Lord.) Or more properly, Iam Je- 
hovah : for the emphafis'lies upon the fignificancy of his name, as thé 
reader will judge by the context. a 

3 By the nue of God Almighty, &e.] i.e. As the God of Abra- 
ham, I before condefcended to have a name of diftin¢ion, but now, 
in compliance to another prejudice, I condefcend to have a name of 
honour. This feems to be the true interpretation of this very dif- 
ficult text; for the word Jehovah, whofe name is here faid to be 


3 


luftrious ; “for had they been eddted with the thiting qualities of the 
more polifhed nations, the effects of that'providerice might-have been 
afcribed to their own wifdolti.' And ‘their impotence and inability, 
when left unto themfelves, is‘finely reprefented in the prophet Eze- 
kiel, chap: xv.-3. by the fimilitede-of the vine tree. 

And I unll be toyou a Gol, &e.] “this promife was'in condbfeen- 
fion to the Egyptian fyttem of religion, ‘whofe idolatries the ‘Ifeael~ 
ites had eagerly imbibed whence the doctrine of a tutelary deity was 
univerfally believed, "Ne 

Lam the Lird, &c.] This 1s connefed by the old! trandation with 
the preceding fentence, Eyen in the Lord. In the Hebrew'it-is only, 
I Jehovah; and if read in that manner, without the word “ am,’” 
which is inferted in our tianflatiGn;‘It ftrengthens the fente; #T-wall 

ata 


an eee 


bring you, I did fwear, I will give-it, 1 Jehovah.” 

g Mor anguifh of fprrit, &c. | ‘Thisis explained by Grotius, Anxi- 
ety of mind ;, the Septuagint, makes it, Pafllanimity, or defponden- 
cy; and the Syriac, Anguifh of Spirit. The Samaritan adds, And 
they faid to Mafes, Let us'alane. shat -we may ferve the: Egyptians; 
becaufe it is. better-for us to ferve the Egyptians,. phan to.die in the 
defert. ‘Fhis paffage feems co -be‘tranfcribed from chap. xiv. 2. 
and is properly introduced in that. place, but beara ai the marks ‘in 
thisofaninterpolation. | wee aah ct eRe Fhe a 

12 Whoa of uncireumcifed lips.] ‘This word “, mncircumcifed”’ 
among the: Jews, is a term of contempt ; and it ig ufwal in feripcure 
to call thofe’parts which were unfir to perform rheir ‘natural tia. - 
tion’, uticircumcifed. Hence.*¢ uncireunicifed.earai!’ Yeriwi-1o. 
are thofe which either cannot hear, or will‘nat liften.' § The mm ir- 
cumvifed in heart,”’ . Fer. ix. 26. are thafe.who would aat,os could 
nat underftand. <«-Uncircumeifed ‘fips;! thetefore, impli fach as 
are unfit forarticulating founds, at convey the idea of an-uttecante 


bad and conte:mprible. 
: 20 dad 





God revealeth his name Fehovaky. 
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came Mofes and Aaron. 28 Mofes in anfwer to God's Beto 2 
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The genealogy of Levt. EXODUS. . Aaron's rod changed before Pharzoh, 
SS te Ie hae ae ee ee ee 


28 § And it came to pafs on the day when the 





opcfor me ; how then fhall Pharaoh hear me, who am of un- Before 
r4gx. circumcifed lips ?- Lorp fpake unto Mofes in the land of Egypt, nn 
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29 That the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, I 
am the Lorn: fpeak thou unto Pharaoh king of 
Egypt all that I fay unto thee. 

go And Mofes faid before the Lorn, Behold, I 
am of uncircumcifed lips, and how fhall Pharaoh 
hearken unto me? 


C H A P. VIL. 


I Mofes is encouraged io goto Pharach. His and Aaron's 
age. 8 Aaron cafteth down his rod, which becometh « 
Serpent. The magicians do the like ; their rods are 
fwallowed up by Aaron’s: Pharaoh's heart is hardened. 
14 Another meffage from God to Pharaoh. 19 The 
river is turned into blood. 


ND _ the Lorp faid unto Mofes, See, I have 
made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy 
brother fhall be thy prophet. ; 
2 Thou fhalt fpeak all that I command thee: And 
Aaron thy brother fhall fpeak unto Pharaoh, that he 
fend the children of Ifrael out of his land. 

3 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and multi- 
ply my figns and my wonders in the land of Egypt. 

4 But Pharaoh fhall not hearken unto you, that I 
may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine 
armies, and my people the children of Ifracl, out of 
the land of Egypt by great judgments. 

5 And the Egyptians fhall know thatl am the Lor v, 
when I ftretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and 
bring out the children of Ifrael from among them. 

6 And Mofes and Aaron did as the Lornp com- 
manded them, fo did they. od 

7 And Mofes was fourfcore years old, and Aaron 
fourfcore and three years old, when they fpake unto 
Pharaoh. . 

-8 ZAnd the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, faying, Z 

g When Pharaoh fhall fpeak- unto you, faying, 
Shew a miracle for you: then thou fhalt fay unto 
Aaron, Take thy rod, and caft zt before Pharaoh, 
anditfhall become aferpent.  —_- : 

10 And Mofes and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, 
and they did fo as the Lorp had commanded: and 
Aaron caft down his rod before Pharaoh, and before 
his fetvants, and it became a ferpent. 

11 Then Pharaoh alfo called the wife men and the 
forcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they alfo 
did in like manner with their enchantments. 

12 For 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIL 


1 A God to Pharash.} It is rendered inthe old tranflation, [have 
made thee Pharaoh’s god. ‘This expreffion is explained already, in 
chap. iv. 16. but we add, the mytteries which had their origin in 
Egypt, taught that the popular deities were dvified heroes, or dead 
men, deified on account of fome noble exertion of power, oreminent 
intellectual abilities, Pharaoh, who had been initiated, muft have 
been taught this fecret ; and as he thus learnt that the popular dei- 
ties were but men, fo when lic faw Mofes performing futh wendrous 
exertions of power, he might juftly conclude that he deferved to be 
reckoned a deity, as much as thofe heroes who were efteemed the 
obje@s of popular reverence. : : 

° Aud Aaron—fball be thy prephet.] It is renderéd, Thy interpreter, 
in the Chaldee and Arabic. 

5 And the Egyptians foall know that 1 am the Lerd, &c.] "Thus it 
appears, the miracles wrought by Mofes in Egypt, were, not only 
to procure the deliverance of the Ifraelites, bur likewife to explode 
their fuperftition, and to punifh the crimes by which they fupported 
it. What could be better calculated for this purpofe, than to prove, 
even tothe people, (for their priefts and chicfmagiftrates knew it 
before) that every one of their pretended deities were invefted with 
no power, either to punifh or to fave them? All the miracles wrought 
in Egypt, were wrought in oppofition to fome deity, worfhipped by 
the natives; and, confidered in this light, were admirably well fitted, 
to confirm the Ifraelites in the dodtrine of the unity. and appear at 
the fame time a regular chain of faéts, proper.ta reclaim the Egyp- 
tians, and to convince the world, that ‘* ‘Phe heavens and the earth 
are.the Lord’s, and all that therein is.” 

10 Rod—became a ferpent.] Pharaoh had before afked who Jcho- 
vah was? And to fhew that he was really God, and that they were 
fent by him, Aaron throws down hjs rod, and it becomes a ferpent, 
which denoted a deity, in the Egyptian hieroglyphics. 


13 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, and gave them a charge unto the children of 
ifrael, and unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the 
children of Ifrael out of the land of Egypt. ~ 

14 @ Thefe de the heads of their fathers’ houfes: 
The fons of Reuben the firft-born of Ifrael; Hanoch, 
and-Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi: thefe de the families 
of Reuben. 

15 % And the fons of Simeon ; Jemuel, and Jamin, 
and Ohad, and Jachin, and Zohar, and Shaul the fon 
of a Canaanitifh woman: thefe are the families of 
Simeon. 

16 @ And thefe are the names of the fons of Levi 
according to their generations ; Gerfhon, and Ko- 
hath, and Merari; and the years of the life of Levi 
were an hundred thirty and feven years. 

17 The fons of Gerfhon; Libni, and Shimi, ac- 
cording to their families. 

18 And the fons of Kohath; Amram, and Izhar, 
and Hebron,:and Uzziel: and the years of the life 
of Kohath were an hundred thirty and three years. 

1g And the fons of Merari; Mahali and Mubhi: 
thefe are the families of Levi according to their ge- 
nerations.  _ 

zo And Amram took him Jochebed his father’s 
fifter to wife; and fhe bare him Aaron and Moles: 
and the years of the life of Amram were an hundred 
and thirty and feven years. 

21t And the fons of Izhar; Korah, and Nepheg, 
and Zithri. 

22 And the fons of Uzziel; Mifhael, and Elza- 
phan, and Zithri. 

23 And Aaron took him Elifheba, daughter of} 
Aminadab, fitter of Naafhon,'to wife ; and fhe bare 
him Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

24 And the fons of Korah; Affir, and Elkanah, 
and Abiafaph : thefe ave the familics of the Korhites. 

25 And Eleazar Aaron’s fon took: him one of the 
daughters of Putiel to wife; and fhe bare him Phi- 
nehas; thefe are the heads of the fathers of the 
Levites according to their families. . 

26 Thefe are that Aaron and Mofes, to whom the 
Lorp faid, Bring out the children of Ifrael from the 
Jand of Egypt according to their armies. 

27: Thefe are they which {pake to Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, to bring out the children of Ifrael from 
Egypt; ‘thefe are that Mofes and Aaron. 
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‘20, Aud foe bare him Aaron and Mofes, &c.] Which verifies the 
promife of God, Gew. xv. 16. namely, delivering the Ifraelites out 
ohEgyet in,the fourth generation ; for Mofes was the fon of Amram, 

he fon.ofiKohaths .the fon of Levi, the fon of Jacob. 
«Pau. the fous of Koreh, &c.] Korah himfelf perifhed in the 
rekelljon againtt Mofes, who was his coufin-german ;_ but his family 
remained, and wege famous in'the days of David, being often men- 
tionedgin the book of Pfahas. - : : 

25, Elsazar Aaran’s fon took higy oue of the daughters of Puriel.| Putiel,, 
or Phetiel, {eems to have.-been an Egyptian, one of whofe daughters 
Eleazar married in Egypt. For the name Patiel feems derived 
from Phut, the brother of Mizraim, Gen. x. 6. with the addition of 
FE], the:name of God. > *: : : 
* Thefe are the heads of tke fathers of the Leviter, &c.] Mofes fays 
nothing of eh¢ other tribes, it, being his intention in this place only 
.to derive his own pedigree and his brother Aaron’s from Ifrael. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VL. 
Elow often: in our greateft extremity, God interpofeth for our relief! 
- How ealily is the hardeftswork effeéted when he puts his hand to it! 
if his mighty arm.of mercy-or judgment be ftretched out, when he 
begins:he:will make an end.: - How certain is that deliverance for 
which the charatter, the covenant, the pity, the purpofe, and the 
power of God,‘are all engaged! And yet how oftenthe obje&s 
theredf, through anguifh of fpirit, put his ftrong confolations 
from them ! How often the frowardne‘s of hearers makes minifters 
defpair of fuccefs with .others, and to repeat the excufes which 
God-hath already anfwered, and fo make him charge them, on 
their. perils, sto obey--his appointments! O the perverfenefs of 
shaman hearts! When he calls not, what numbers run unfent ! 
‘Whenhe-calls to his fervice, what averfenefs to comply! 5 
12 But 
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The river turned into blood. 


CHAP. VIII. 


The plague of frogs threatened. 





Before 12 For they caft down every man his rod, and 
CHRIST . 
aqg1- they became ferpents: but Aaron’s rod fwallowed 


up their rods. 

13 And he hardened Pharaoh’s heart, that he 
hearkened not unto them; as the Lorn had faid. 

14 @ And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Pharach’s 
heart zs hardened, he refufeth to let the people go. 

15 Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he 
goeth out unto the water; and thou fhalt ftand by the 
river’s brink againft he come; and the rod which was 
turned to a ferpent fhalt thou take in thine hand. 

16 And thou fhalt fay unto him, The Lonp God 
of the Hebrews hath fent me unto thee, faying, Let 
my people go, that they.may ferve me in the wil- 
dernefs: and, behold, hitherto thou wouldeft not 
hear. ; 

17 Thus faith the Lorp, In this thou fhalt know 
that Iam the Lorp: behold, I will {mite with the rod 
that és in mine hand upon the waters which are in the 
river, and they fhall be turned to blood.. 

18 And the fifh that zs in the river fhall dic, and 
the river fhall fink; and the Egyptians fhall lothe 
to drink of the water of the river. : 

1g And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, Say unto 
Aaron, Take thy rod, and ftretch out thine hand upon 
the waters of Egypt, upon their ftreams, upon their 
rivers, and upon their ponds, and upon ali their pools 
of water, that they may become blood; and that there 
may be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both 
in veffels of wood, and in vefels of ftone. 

20 And Mofes and Aaron did fo, as the Lorp 
commanded; and he lifted up the rod, and fmote the 
waters that were in the river, in the fight of Pha-. 


' 


raoh, and in the fight of his fervants ; and all the} 


waters that were in the river were turned to blood, . 
21 And the fifh that was in the river died; and 


the river ftank, and the Egyptians could not drink} 


12 But Aaron's rod, fwallowed up &c.} Both parties appear thus, 
far equal; but the fuperiority became manifeft, when .Aaron’s. rod. 


fwallowed thofe of the magicians; an evident prognoftic of the, 


event of the enfuing conteft, wherein Jehovah vanquished and de-. 
flroyed all the gods of Egypt in reality, as he did in fy.mbols herc. 


15 Goeth out unto.rhe water, &C.] Either to pay his devotion to, 


the fiver, or to: bathe, in order to purify himfelf to offer up his ado- 
ration to the fun, or fome other deity. 


had fo eafy an accefs to him at any other place. : 

20 All the waters——were turned ta blood,| The E 
upon waters as. abjects of adoration, but efpecially the river Nile. 
Therefore God’s depriving them of .all its utility, was no unlikely | 
means to reclaim them from this {pecies of idolatry. And fince they 
were fo barbaroufly fuperftitious in their devotions to this river, as | 
to ftain its current with human facrifices; his turning their water! 


into blood, was but a juft and fuitable punishment for fuch cruel J; 


enormities. 


21 And the fyb, &c.] Which fith became immediately unfit for} 
ufe, the nutritive property being inftantly changed, into another, 
The water was not only of the coloar }| 
of blood, but it brought great pains and bitter torments upon thofe }. 


of a moft peftiferous nature. 


who ventured to drink of it. However, Jofephus fays, that the wa- 


ters were reduced to this ftate of putrefaction, only to the Egyptians ; J. 


and that to the Ifraelites they continued fweet, potable, and in their 
natural ftate. 

22 And the magicians—did fi, &c.] Thefe magicians were the per.” 
fons named Jannes and Jambres, 2 Tim. iii. 8. 
Jananes and Jotapha, and mentions them as the founders of the fect 
of magicians. In the Talmud, they are celebrated under the names 
of Jochani and Marari. 
accompanied Mofes in this miracle, and that which the magiciaris 
were invelted with, appears with great advantage in favour of the 
former; for though the magicians imitated the Jewifh legiflator in 
working the miracle, they wer: not able to remove the calamities 
to which the miracle expofed them. . 

23 Neither did be fet bis beart to this alf.] We thould, in order to 
acquire an adequate idea of the gre~tnefs of this calamity, recollect 
that the land of Egypt wasnot refrefhed by genile fhowers, or ren- 
dered fruitful by the early or latter rain; but that all their water in 
thefe parts was fupplied by the river Niles and that river was turn- 
ed into blood! The magicians, who could imitate the miracle by 
turning water into blood, were unable to reftore the waters of the 
Wile co their natural ftate; but Pharaoh did not hearken or attend 
to this circumftance, and infead of learning wifdom from his mif- 
fortunes, grew vain of the power which his magi: ians difplayed. 


25 dad feven days were fulfilled, &c.] We don't’ find by this 


No. & 


Mefes is diretted to take | 
this opportunity to meet with’ Pharaoh, becanfe he might not have, 


tians looked |. 


Pliny calls them |, 


The difference between the power which |’ 





of the water of the river; and: there was blood 
throughout ail the land of Egypt. 

22 And the magicians of Egypt did fo with their 
enchantments: and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, 
neither did he hearken unto them; as the Lorp 
had faid. 

23 And Pharaoh turned and went into hrs houfe, 
neither did he fet his heart to this aifo. 

24 And all the Egyptians digged round about the 
river for water to drink; for they could not drink 
of the water of the river. 

25 And feven days were fulfilled, after that the 
Lorp had fmitten the river. . 


CHAP. VIIL. 


1 The plague of frogs is threatened: 5 They are fent. 8 
Pharaoh fueth to Mofes, who by prayer removeth them. 
16 The duft ts turned into lice, which the magicians 
could not do. 20 The plague of flies. 25 Pharaoh 
inclincth to let the people go, but 7s hardened. 

A N D the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, Go unto Pha- 
raoh, and fay unto him, Thus faith the Lory, 

Let my people go, that they may ferve me. 

2 And if thou refufe to let them go, behold, I will 
{mite all thy borders with frogs: a 

3 And the river fhall bring forth frogs abundant- 
ly, which fhall go up and come into thine houfe, 
and into thy bedchamber, and upon thy bed, and 
into the houfe of thy: fervants, and upon thy peo- 
ple, and into thine ovens, and into thy kneading 
troughs : ; : : 

4 And the frogs fhall come up both on thee, and 
‘upon thy people, and upon all thy fervants. 

5 F And the LoRp fpake unto Mofes, Say unto 
Aaron, Stretch forth thihe hand with thy rod over 
the ftreams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and 
caufe frogs to come -up upon the land of Egypt. 

bok. ‘ os . G6 And 


add, 


| PE SS SE DESEO 
‘| verfe how long the plague’ continued ; bur “only how’ lony a fpace 
‘intervened between the turning of the waters into blood, ‘ahd the’ 
if miracle of the frogs. 
| formed ‘one continued narrative, the divifion into chapters being a 


It fhould be obferved, the Bible originally 


modern ‘invention ; and if we join this verfe with the firft of the 
next chapter, it will’ rin thus, And feven days after the tuning of 


‘the waters into blood, God fpake unto Mofes, &e. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CHAP. VU. 


Before 
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It is evident, that whatever men have inconfiderately thought, yet: 


fedate, attentive, and unprejudited reafon, will, the longer, and 
‘more accurately it weighs the fubject, be more and more deter~ 
mined, that no power whatfoever but God can create or change 
the powers of nature, fo that inanimate motion fhould become 
animate, and a itick become a ferpent. The allowing of this, 
is in effet allowing a plurality of Gods. It leaves no, charatte- 
riftic ro diftinguifh God by, or on which he'may found his claim 
. to a worfhip exclufive of all others, which is the great point the 
{criptores labour to eftablifh, and which is the foundation of true 
religion, What is God's claim to our fole worfhip, but that he 
is the Father of beings, the Creator of all thingsy ‘the Maker of 
heaven and earth, the-fea, and all that is therein? Rut if we 
allow other beings can .credte .things; or bring other beings 


into exiftence, we overthrow the exiftence of this claim,. and. 


take away God's charaéteriftic, or that which makes him ‘God. 
They therefore moft grievoufly-err, who think that the wife 
men of Egypt a¢tually changed their rods into ferpents, by the 
affittance of evil demons or -fpirits. If their rods were actually 
changed into ferpents, we may conclude for. certainty without 
having the leaft doubt about it, that it was done by the power 
of God alone, who might fee fit reafons for doing fome'things 
the fame by their hands, as he did,by Aaron’s, but with this dif- 
tinGtion, that Aaron, who was the meffenger, had the fuperiority 
preferved to him, Thus his rod fwallowed up all the rods of the 
magicians; and:it feems probable that he turned a much greater 
quantity of water into blood than they did. : 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VII. 
1 And the Lord [pake unto Mifery Go unto Pharach, &c.] | Pharaoh's 
charaéter is rendered more inexcufable, becau‘t he has ftillwarning 


| given him, before God fends his plagues upon him, fo that, by 
-| timely repentance, he might have prevented them. 


2 With frgs.] The original word is Egyptian, and fignifies 


toads, which were peculiar to Egypt. . 
3 Shall bring forth, Sc.] Ivisin the Vulgate and Samaritan, Shall 


boil out; in the Septuagint, Shall belch out; in the Arabic, Shalt 
{warm outy and in the old Englith tranflation, Shall feral with 


frogges. 
ey 6 and 





The frogs are removed. 


-Befoe © 6 And Aaron flretched out bis hand over the wa- 
CARIST ers of Egypt; and the frogs came up, and covered }] of Egypt. : 


+ £491. 


EX OD US. 











17 And they did fo; for Aaron ftretched out his 
hand with his rod, and fmote the duft of the earth, and 
it became lice in man, and in beaft; all the duft of the 
land became lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

18 And the magicians did fo with their enchant- 
ments to bring forth lice, but they could not: fo there 
were lice upon man and upon bealt. i. oe 

1g Then the magicians faid unto Pharaoh, This 
zs the finger of God: and Pharaoh’s heart was har- 


the land of Egypt. : 
7 And the magicians did fo with their enchant- 
ments, and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 
8 & Then Pharaoh called for Mofes and Aaron, and 
faid, Intreat the Lorn, that he may take away the 
frogs from me, und from my people; andI willlct the 
people go, that they may do facrifice unto the Loxp. 
9 & And Mofes faid unto Pharaoh, Glory over me: 
when fhall I intrcat for thee, and for thy fervants, and 


land, that it may become lice throughout‘all the land Bef 


for thy people, to deftroy the frogs from thee and thy 


houfes, ¢ha¢ they may remain in the river only ? ; 
10 And he faid, To morrow. And he faid, Be zt 


according to thy word: that thou mayeft’ know that 


there is none lzke untothe Lorn our God. : 
1x And the frogs fhall depart from thee, and from 
ithy houfes, and from thy fervants, and from thy peo- 
ple; they fhall.remain in the river only. 
12 And Mofes and Aaron went out from Pharaoh : 
and Mofes cried unto the Lorn becaufe of the frogs 
which he had‘ brought againft Pharaoh, 


13 And the Lokp did according to the word of 
«Mofes; and.the frogs died out of the houfes, out of 


the villages, and out of the fields. 

14 And they gathered them together upon heaps: 
and the land ftank. . ‘ 
* 15 But when Pharaoh faw that there was refpite, 
he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto them; 
as the Lorn had faid. , ; ; 
‘ 16 @ And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Say unto 
Aaron, Stretch out thy rod, and {mite the duft of the 





. 6 And the frogs came up, &c.J] The banks of the Nile being the 
grand fcene of their magical operations, in which blood and frogs 
made the principal part of the apparatus, f, by commanding the 
river to produce fuch an infinite multitude of thefe creatures to an- 
noy them, he adapted their chaftifement to the nature of theircrin.es ; 
adapted it indeed with wonderful propriety : for frogs were not only 


the inftruments of their abominations, but likewife the emblems of 


thofe impure demons whom by their incantations they invoked. 
. 7 Brought up frogs, &c.) ire 
Mofes had over thofe of the magicians, is already pointed out in,the 
note on ver. 22. of the preceding chapter. It will not be amifs to 


attend to an objeétign made againft this miracle by infidels. - It is J) 


known, fay they, that the. Nile, after its inundations, generally 
leavesa flime, which teems with an infinite multitude of frogs and 


other vermin : to affert, therefore, that the producing of frogs 


from.a river which abounded with them, is fo far from being mira- 
culous, that it fhould be efteemed a.natural and commonevent. In 
reply, we. beg Jeave to obferve, that miracles are of two forts; thofc 
‘where the laws of nature are fufpended or reverfed ; and thofe which 
only give a’ new diredtion to its laws. As ic would be impious to 
bring in natural canfes to explain the frit fort, fo totally to exclude 
thofe caufes in the latter would be fuperftitious. Miracles not being 
an oftentatious, but a neceflary inftrument of God’s moral govern- 
ment, we need not fuppofe he. would ereate the frogs on this ocea- 
tion, but make ufe of thofe which already lay Rored up againft the 
day of vifitatian. =By this means his wifdom appears as confpicuous 
as his power, when it'is'feen thatthe animals which had been of no 
detrimentto the Egyptians before were: turned into fcourges, when 
their king became tyrannically‘erucl and impioufly rebellious to his 
divine will. -_- : bee ° : 

8 Lutrear the Lord, that he may take away, &c.} So great were the 
multitude of frogs, that they wafted all that part of Egypt; the river 
fwarmed with them to fo great a degree, that all the water was pol- 
luted with.them, they died and rotted in fuch numbers. ‘Ibis in- 
convenience f{pread all over the Jand, and every domeftic office was 
ftopt by them; they were in their victuals and in their drink, and 
made their way in many places into their beds. Well might Pha- 
raoh beg Mofee to intreat the Lord totake them away. Pharaoh 
called for Mofes, becaufe he faw that the magicians had only added 
to but could not diminifh the plague. 

Ghry wuer mry &c.] Itis in the Hebrew, Have this honour over 
me. Thiscircum{tance is not only calculated to raife our admiration, 
but likewife to obviate every obieétion which the prejudices of the 
Egyptians might fuggeft; they were permitted to aflign their own 
time when they would have the plague removed ; whene they might 
plainly fee, that Jehovah alone was the author both of their fuffer- 
ings and deliverames; and that no planetary afpect was fo favour- 
able or malign, bur that he could afflict or relieve them at what time 
forever he was willing. : 

‘12 Becaufe of the frogs, &c,| It is in the Hebrew, Concerning the 
word of the frogs. ‘The Vulgate renders it, For the promife ot the 
frogs; the Chaldce, For the affair of the frogs; the Samaritan, Ara- 
bic, and Syriac, fupport our tranflation. 

ts Me hardened 1s heart, &¢.] This confirms what has been of- 













. |] more grievous than this plague. 
‘The advantage which the miracles of 


dencd, and he hearkened not unto them; as the 
Lorp had faid. 

20% And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Rife up early 
inthe morning,and ftand before Pharaoh; lo,he cometh 
forth t6 the water; and fay unto him, Thus faith the 
Lorn, Let my people go, that they may ferve me. 

21 Elfe, ifthou wilt not let my people go, behold, 
I will fend warms of flzes upon thee, and upon thy fer- 


vants, and upon thy people,and into thy: houfes:and . 


the houfes of the Egyptians fhali be full of fwarms of 
flies, and alfo the ground whereon they are. 

22 And I will feverin that day the land of Gofhen, 
in which my people dwell, that no {warms of flies {hall 
be there; to the end thou maycit know that I am the 
Loxp in the mid& of the earth. 

23 And I will put a divifion between my people 
and thy people : to morrow fhall this fign be. 

24And the Lorn did fo; and there camea grievous 
fwarm of flies into the houfe of Pharaoh, and znéo his 
fervants’ houfes, and into all the land of Egypt: the 
land was corrupted by reafon of the {warm of flies. 

: 25% And, 
re 
fered on the fubject of his obduracy, chap. iv. 21. and vii. 13. and’ 
vindicates the attributes of our Creator. , 

_ 1 Swtote she duff of the earth, and it breame tive, &c.}- Te is tranflated 
in the; Vulgate, Septuagint, Chaldee, and Samaritan, Gnats: Oun 


‘} tranflation is fupported by Jofephus; and if we confider how re- 


markably nice and cleanly the Egyptians are reported to have been, 
nothing could have fhocked'them more, nothing could have been 
The earth was, under-the name of 
Ifis, an object of their adoration. To convince them, thereforé, thar 


Jit does not afford its life-fuftaining productions, by an independent 


virtue of its own, but only in confequence ofa divine eftablithment, 
God 'reverfed the nature of its produétions. Before they were nou- 
rifhed by what the earth produced, now they were devoured by it. 

18 dud the magicians did /?, &c.] This is rendered fo in the an- 
cient tranflations as to imply that they ufed the fame vifible a@ion 
to produce life ; i. e. they ftrack the dtft with the rod, or endea- 
voured likewife, but were unable to-produce this miracle. 

19 The finger of God, &c.] Many apply this expreffion to the mira- 
cle, and then it fignifies, that it was undoubtedly the operation of 
fome deity, and confequently above the powers of humanity or ma- 
gic toimitare. Others apply it to the inability of the magicians.t6 
perform this miracle ; and in that cafe it fignifies, that they were 
reftrained from being imitated by fome fuperior power. 

(2 Sawarms of flies, &C.) The Hebrew word fearch, fignifies A 
mixture; the Vulgate and Septuagint fupport our tranflation; the 
Septuagint tranflate it, The dog-flics; the Syriac renders it, Gnats, 
which feems more confiftent with the contéxt; and as this infe:t, 
among others, was introduced by the Egyprian hieroglyphics into 
the mufter-roll of their religious fymbols, this miracle fhewned the 
natives that the gods worthipped under thofe fymboals were not able 
to fave, though they might be forced ro afflidt them. 

221 willfeverin that day} It is in the Hebrew Iwill make a 
glorious diftinGtion or feparation, &c. The Vulgate renders, £ 
will make the land of Gofhen wonderful. 

4 am the Lord in the midfi of the earth.] This declaration fubverted 
the whole fyftem of the pagans, by laying open the fecrets of their 
myteries, exploding the doctrine of local turelary deities, and af- 
ferting that there was but one God, who was no refpecier of per- 
fons; who was confirmed in his effence by place, unlimited in che 
exercife of his power by diftance, and, being every wheie prefent, 
was every where the only object of adoration. 

23 But a divifion, &c.| It is inthe Hebrew, A redemption ; 
which is fupported by the Samaritan and Chaldee. The Arabic 
renders it, 1 will procure liberty to my people from what fhall hap- 
pen wnto thy people, &c. 

24. dnd the Lord didfo.} Mofes and Aaron are reprefented in the 
Samaritan as going to Pharaoh, and repeating before him the {peech. 
which God had made to them in the preceding verfes, which this 
tranflation inferts at length ; and it mutt be confeffed, that the ini- 
tial words of this verfe, ‘*‘ And the Lord did fo,’’ more naturally 
follows the repetition of God’s {peech by Mofes before Pharaoh, than 
the fpeech of God to Mofes, as in the Hebrew text. 

DT be land was corrupted, &c.] It isin the Hebrew, Was dettroyed; 
the Septuagint may be rendered, Was laid wafte. j 

26 Fe 


The plague of flies. 
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Pharaoh inclined to let the people go. CHAP. IX. . The plague of boils and blazns. 




























Before) 9 4 And Pharaoh called forMofes and for Aaron,[[upon the camels, upon the oxen, and upon the_ Before 
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1491. and faid,-Go ye, facrifice to your God in the land. fheep, there fhall be a very grievous murrain. iors 


4 And the Lorn fhall fever between the cattle of 
Ifrael and the cattle of Egypt: and there fhall no- 
thing die of all éhat zs the children’s of Ifrael. 

§ And the Lorp appointed a fet time, faying, To 
morrow the Lorn fhall do this thing in the land. 

6 And the Lorp did that thing on the morrow, 
and all the cattle of Egypt died: but of the cattle of 
| the children of Ifrael died not one. 

7 And Pharaoh fent, and, behold, there was not 
one of the cattle of the Ifraelites dead. And the 
heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let 
the people go. 

8 @ And the Loxpd faid unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, Take to you handfuls of afhes of the fur- 
nace, and let Mofes fprinkle it toward the heaven 
in the fight of Pharaoh. : 

.g And it fhall become fmall duft in all the land 
of Egypt, and fhall be a boil breaking forth with 
blains upon man,. and upon beaft, throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 

10 And they took afhes of the furnace, and ftood 
before Pharaoh; and Mofes fprinkled it up toward 
heaven; and it became a boil breaking forth with 
blains upon man, and upon beatt. 

11 And the magicians could not ftand before Mo. 
fes becaufe of the boils; for the boil was upon the 
magicians, and upon all the Egyptians. - ' 

12 Andthe Lorp hardened the heart of Pharaoh, 
and he hearkened not unto them; as the Lorp had 
fpoken unto Mofes. 

13 & Andthe Lorn faid unto Mofes, Rife up early 
in the morning, and ftand before Pharaoh, and fay 
unto him, Thus faith the Lorp God of the Hebrews, 
Let my people go, thae they may ferve me. 

14 For I will at this time fend all my plagues 
upon thine heart, and upon thy fervants, and upon 
thy people; and thou mayeft know that there is none 
like me in all the earth. 

15 For now I will ftretch out my hand, that I may 
fmite thee and thy people with the peftilence: and 
thou fhalt be cut off from the earth. geae 

16 And 


SE A TD 

vals of refpite were allowed them to confider and refle¢t upon what, 
had been done; that, feeing, by their punifhments, wherein they had 

offended, they might return from their wickednefs, and believe in- 
the Lord. 

' Between this and the fixth verfe, the Samaritan introduces Mofes 
as having accefs to,Pharuoh, and repeating the charges and fpeech 
which God commands him to deliver in the preceding verfes.- 

6 All the cattle, &c-] i: AM thofe that were in the field, as 
appears from ver.19. "The deities:of the Egyptians were, during 
the moft early ages; -defcribed by hieroglyphics,.in which beafts, 
birds, plants, reptiles, and every {pecies of the animal or vegetable 
creation, were ufed;as fymbols,, or characters of their deities. The 
living animals, expreffed in hieroglyphic characters, were in procefs 
‘of time deemed facred. on account.of this circamftance, though. nor 
worfhipped till after the time of Mofes; the -fubjecting therefore 
the living animals to this peftilence {whofe pictures, in fymbolic hie- 
roglyphics, denoted the peculiar: deities of the Egyptians) .was, in . 
effect, oppofing and warring againft the deities themfelves. 

g Shall be a boil breaking forth, &c.J.- As Vulcan, or the element 
of fire, was a peculiar deity of:the Egyptians, which was borrowed 
fromthe Grecks; therefore this plague,which proceeded fram the hot 
afhes, or afhes of the furnace, was wrought in oppofition to this 
deity, and to convince the Egyptians of the vanity of confiding - 
either in his protection or aid. : . 

11 Could nor fland before Mofes, &c.} Hitherto they had been able 
to contend with him; but now his fuperiority over them was-fo . 
manifeft, by their being affi€ted with the boil, as wellas the reft of 
the Egyptians, that they were not only obliged to acknowledge his 
pre-eminence, but were afhamed to appear in his fight, or come 
into Pharaoh’s prefence, whofe perfon they waited on. 

15 f will—fanise thee and thy people, &c.] It means-in the Hebrew, 
Now [ have, or had, ftretched our my hand, and thou had been cur 
off. And in this fenfe fome interpreters have rendered the words, 
to evade whit they think a contradi¢iion, which is, that Pharaoh 
and his people were not deftroyed with the peftilence. According to- 
them, this verfe fhould be connetted with the following, thus: I had 
ftretched out my hand to deiiroy thee and thy people by the (late) 

eftilence, and thou fhouldft have been cut off from the earth; bur, 
indeed, for this very cuufe I have preferved thee, to thew in thee, 


my power, xc, &c. 
16 Fer 


26 And Mofes faid, It is not meet fo todo; for 
we fhall facrifice the abomination of the Egyptians 
to the Lokp our God: lo, we fhall facrifice the abo- 
mination of the Egyptians before thcir eyes, and 
will they not ftone us? 

27 We will go three days’ journey into the wil- 
dernefs, and facrifice to the Loxp our God, as he 
fhall command us. 

28 And Pharaoh faid, I will let you go, that ye 
may facrifice to the Lorp your God in the wil- 
dernefs ; only ye fhall not go very far away: intreat 
for me. 

29 And Mofes faid, Behold, I go out from thee, 
and I will intreat the Loxp that the fwarms of /lies 
may depart from Pharaoh, from his fervants, and 
from his people, to-morrow: but let not Pharaoh 
deal deceitfully any. more, in not letting the people 
go to facrifice to the Loxp. 

go And Mofes went out from Pharaoh, and in- 
treated the Lorn. 

31 And the Lorp did according to the word of 
Mofes; and he removed the {warms of flies from. 
Pharaoh and his fervants, and from his people; 
there remained not one. 

32 And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time 
alfo, neither would he let the people go. 


C H A P. IX, 


1 The murrain of beafts. 8 The plague of boils and 
dlains. 13 The plague of hails threatened, 22 and 
fent. 27 Pharaoh fueth to Mofes, but is /till hardened. 


HEN the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Go in unto 
Pharaoh, and tell him, Thus faith the Lorp 


God of the Hebrews, Let my people go, that they 


may ferve me. . . 
2 For if thou refufe to let them go, and wilt hold 


them fill, 
3 Behold the hand of the Lorn is-upon thy cattle 


which zs in the field, uponthe horfes, upon the affes, 


TAS RT AE ATO TT 

_ 26 We faall facrifier the abomination of the Egyptians, &c.}. It was 
efleemed a profanation by the Egyptians to facrifice’ afy kind of 
cattle, except fwine, bulls, clean calves, and geefe; and ‘heifers, 
rams, and goats, were held facred either in one province or another. 
According to this, the Ifraelites could not have avoided facrificing 
the abomination of the Egyptians; and with hatred and revenge 
they purfued {uch imaginary impieties, as is notorious to all that 
are acquainted with their hiftory. ; < 

- 29: dnd Mofer faid, Behold, L go outz—and I will istreat the Lord.) 
For thefe plagues were fent for his reformation, not for his deftruc- 
tion; therefore he is not more ready to defire, than Mofes is to 
intreat, and the.Lord to grant, the total removal. of them. 

- Te-norriw, &c.} Pharaoh is fuffered to be a while under the 
fmart of the rod, that he might be humbled the more. C4, os 

There remained not one.) We find, ver..14. that the frogs remained 

in heaps and ftank. But thefe flies were all fwept away, perhaps 
by a mighty wind, into the deferts of Lybia, or into the fea. * 


* . 


. GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. Vill. 


The great point that was intended by all thefe plagues that were 
brought upon Egypt, was, not only that Pharaoh, jbut that all the 
earth might know that the God of Ifracl, the creator and poffef- 
for of heaven and earth, could do every thing; that all things 
were in his hand; that all the powers of nature, in whatever 
fhape or being, were no more than laws of his eftablifhing, which 
he could fufpend ér alter in whatfoever manner he pleafed. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX, 


3 The hand of the Lord is upm, &c.] _ We find this threat is ex- 
preffed in the prefent tenfe in the original, to thew the certainty 
and fuddennefs of this calamity. 

4 There foall nothing di-——that is the children's of Ifracl.] In order 
to convin-e the Egyptians, that the God who wrought thefe mira- 
eles among them was the God of Ifrael, he made a vifible diftinc- 
tion between the two nations. From whence they might eafily 
draw this conclufion, that the Lord was as gracious to the faithful 
and obedient, as he was terrible to the ungodly and rebellious. 

5 To morrow the Lord foall do thisy &c.]  ‘thefe miraculous judge- 
ments came upon them by progreffive advances; and proper inter- 
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The plague of hail. 


‘Before, 926 And in very decd for this caufe have I raifed 
CHRIST : : 2 
1492. thee up, for to fhew zm thee my power; and that my 


mame may be declared throughout all the earth. 

17 Asyet exalteft thou thyfelf againfi my people, 
that thou wilt not letthem go? . 

18 Behold, to-morrow about this time I will caufe 
it to rain a very grievous hail, fuch as hath not been 
in Egypt fince the foundation thereof even until 
now. ; 

19 Send therefore now, and-gather thy cattle, and 
all that thou haft in the field ; for upon every man and 
beaft which. ‘ll be found in the field, and fhall not 
be brought home, the hail fhall come down upon 
them, and they fhall die. 

20 He that feared the word of the Lorp among 
the fervants of Pharaoh made his fervants and his 
cattle flee into the houfes : ‘ 

2t And he that regarded not the word of the Lor» 
left his fervants and his cattle in the field. 


22 G And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Stretch’ 


forth thine hand toward heaven, that there may be 
hail in all the land of Egypt, upon man, and upon 
beatft, and upon every herb of the field, throughout 
all the land of Egypt. 

23 And Mofes ftretched forth his rod toward hea- 
ven: and the Lorn fent thunder and hail, and the 
fire ran alang upon the ground; and the Lorp rained 
hail upon the land of Egypt. 

24 So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, 
very grievous, fuch as there was nonelike it in all th 
land of Egypt fince it became a nation. : 

25 And the hail {mote throughout all the land of 
Egypt all that was in the field, both man and 
beaft; and the hail {mote every herb of the field, and 
brake every tree of the field. 

26 Only in the land of Gofhen, where the children 
of Ifrael were, was there no hail. 

27% And Pharaoh fent; and called for Mofes and 
Aaron, and faid unto them, I have finned this time: 


the Lorp 7s righteous, aud I and my: people are. 


wicked. 

28 Inireat the Lorn (for z 2s enough) that there 
be no more mighty thunderings and hail ; and I will 
lét you go, and ye fhall ftay no longer. 

‘29 And Mofes faid unto him, As foonas I amgone 
out of the city, I will {pread abroad 'my hands'unto 
the Lorn; aud the thunder fhall ceafe, neither fhall 


tT SE PDE a eT SE eS SO 
16 For this canf: have 1 raifed thec up, &c.] It is in the Hebrew, 
I have made thee to ftand. The word Laguamad fignifies not to 
raife into.heing, but to preferve, eftablifh, or reftore, as we may 
fep int Kings xv. 4. Prov. xxix. 4g. 0 + Saas 

18 Levilltanfe it. to sain a very grievous bail, &c.} One of their 
chief divinities’ was the air. And to convince them that the falu- 
brity. of their climate, the -healthinefs ‘of their conftitutions, the 
exuberance, growth, and maturity of their vegeable produétions, did 
nat,.as they imagined; proceed immediately, independently, and 
folely from this element ; ‘the Lord dtrengthened the air to reprove 
their error, and ‘caafed it to produce fuch dreadful ftorms’of hail, 
thunder, and fightning, as had never been known fince the foun- 
dation of Egypt; whereby'the greaceft part of the herbage and fruit 
was blafted ‘and rendered afelefe. 


.20 He that feared, &c.] This condu& of Pharaoh’s fervants muft 


have been in ‘confequence of the deliyery-of the preceding meflage, 
though: that delivery’ is not recorded in the Hebrew, as it is in 
the Samaritan. Hence we may infer, that if thefe fpeeches were 
originally expreffed twice, as feems probable from the irregularity 
of the Hebrew, we muft conclude, that the repetitions, now Tegu- 
larly obtaining in the Samaritan, were defignedly omitted in the 

Hebrew for brevity; and they were omitted very early, as they are 

expreffed only once in the Sepruagint, and other copies. 

32 Tkewbeat,] Seeing that the Egyptians were averfe to eat- 
ing wheat, this word fhould be tranflated rea, or ** fpelt,” which 
was then in frequent ufe; andy as modern travellers inform us, in 
ufe at prefent. 

Not grown up.} It¢_is in Hebrew, Hidden, or dark. Though 
fome commentators interpret it in the fame fenfe as our tranflators, 
yet Bochart judicionfly obferves, that it fignifics, they were not yet 
saifed. : 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX. 

In this chapter it fhould be noticed, that God, and Mofes (who a&s 
‘under his authority) appointed a fet or particular time both for 
bringing on the plagucs and removing them, and this too at as 
fhort a diffance as the nature of an appointment would admit; 
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EXODUS. 

































there be any more hail ; that thou mayeft know how 
that the earth zs the Lorp’s. 

.°30 But as for thee and thy fervants, I know that ye 
will not yet fear the Lorp God. 

31 And the flax and the barley was fmitten: for 
the barley was in the ear, and the flax was bolled. 

32 But the wheat and the rye were not {mitten: for 
they werc not grown up. 

33 And. Mofes went out of the city from Pharaoh, 
and fpread abroad his hands unto the Lorn : and the 
thunders and hail ceafed,and therain was not poured 
upon the earth. 

34 And when Pharaoh faw that the rain and the 
hail and the thunders were ceafed, he finned yet 
more, and hardened his heart, he and his fervants. 

35 And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, nei- 
ther would he let the children of Ifrael go: as the 
Lorp had fpoken by Mofes. 


C H A P. Xx. 


1 God threateneth to fend locufls. 7 Pharavh at the in- 
france of his fervants is inclined to let the Lfraelites 8% 
but at length refufeth. 12 The plague of locufts. 16 
Pharaoh again fucth to Mofes, gelleth them removed : 
and 1s hardened. 21 The plague of darknefs, 24 
Pharaoh fueth again to Mofes, 27 bui fill is hardened. 


A ND the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Go in unto 


the heart of his fervants, that I might Jnew thefe my 
figns before him: : 

2 And that thou mayeft tell in the ears of thy fon, 
and of thy fon’s fon, what things 1 have wrought in 
Egypt,and my figns which I have done among them ; 
that ye may know how that I am the Lokp. 

3 And Mofes and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, 
and faid unto him, Thus faith the Lonp God of the 
Hebrews, How long wilt thou refufe to humble thy- 
felf before me? let my pcople go, that they may 
fervéme. . : 

4 Elfe, if thou refufe to let my people go, behold, 
to morrow will I bring the locults into. thy coafts. 


one cannot be-able to fee the earth: and they fhall 
eat the refidue of that which is efcaped, which re. 


j-maineth'unto you from the hail, and fhall cat every 


trée which groweth for you out of the field : 
- 6 And 


and once we find it left to Pharaoh himfelf-to fix it; which was 
done, that the Egyptians, who were poffeffed with highly fuperfti- 
tious notions of the influences of the heavenly bodies at particular 
times, fhould not think that Mofes took advantage of his know- 
ledge of thefe times to work all the wonders which he did.” 


EXPLANATORY ‘NOTES ox CHAP. X. 


i For Ihave hardened, &c.] The Hebrew particle chi, rendered 
“€ for,”” may be tranflated Though, and the fenfe will then be, 
"Though all any juapiments have hitherto had no other effe@ upon 
him, than to render him more refolute, more pertinacious, and’ 
more obdurate. i 

© 2 That thou mayeft tell in the ears of thy fon, &c.) Notwithftanding 
the immediate object of the miracles wrought in Egypt, was, the 


future ones; they were intended to give the neighbouring nations a 
confpicuous, and the Egyptians an ocular demonftration, that the 
doétrine of local, tutelary deities, was inconfiftent with the divine 
majefty, and that the fuppofed tutelar god of the Hebrews was 
likewife the God of all the earth; they were intended as a barrier 
‘to idolatry for the future, and were ordered to be tranfmitted -by 
the Ifraclites to their lateft pofterity, as the beit expedient to 
counteract the ftrong attachment they had to incorporate the ido- 
latrous rites of other nations with thofe of the worfhip of the true 
God, and to prevent their adopting the fuperftitions of Egypt. 

3 And Mofes and daran caime—and Juid, &c.] The meffuge of God 
is continued in thé Samarican copy, till che fixth verfe, with- 
out any interruptions and, inftead of the firt words of this verfe, 
reads, And ye fhall fay unto Pharaoh, Thus faith the Lord God of 
the Hebrews, &c. &c. 

4. 5 LT will bring the Lenfls—and thy foall cover, &e.] We have 
ftrong affurance of the poffibility of fuch an event; for in Scythia 
they are brought thither by the north-caft wind in fuch numbers, 
‘that they form a vaft cloud, fometimes fifteen or eighteen miles 
jong, and about ten or twelve broad; which obfcur-s the light of 
‘the fun, and produces a fudden darknef, amidft the brightef day. 

g Biteveen 


deliverance of the Ifraelites, yet they had other collateral and’ 


God threateneth to fend locufts. 


Before 
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Pharaoh: for I have hardened his heart, and © 


5 And they fhall cover the face ofthe earth, that . 





The plague of locufts. 


Before . 6 And ‘they. fhall All thy houfes, and the houfes of 
GHRiST 
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all.chy fervants, and the houfes of all the Egyptians; 
which neither thy fathers, nor thy father’s fathers 
have feen, fince. the day that they were upon the 
earth unto this day. And he turned himfelf; and 
went out from Pharaoh. 

7 “%.And Pharaoh’s fervants faid-unto him,, How 


long fhall this man bea fnare unto us? let the:men go;. 


that they-may ferve the-Lorp their God:: _knewelt 
thou not yet that Egypt is deftroyed ? ae 

8 And Mofesand «\aron were brought again unto 
Pharaoh:.and.he faid unto them, Go, ferve the Loxp 
your God: but who are they that fhall go-?. 

g. And, Mates faid,.We. will go with our young 
and with our old, with our fons and-with our, daugh. 
ters, with our flocks and,with our-herds will we go; 
for we muft.holda feaftunto the Lerp.. |; | , 

210 And he faid unto them, Let the Lorn be fo 
with you, as I will-let you go, and your little-ones : 
Took to it; for evil zs before-you. ae 

11 Not fo: go now.ye that are men, and ferve the 
Lorp; for that ye. did defire. And they were driven 
out from Pharach’s-prefence., | ! 

12 % And the Lorn faid unto Mofés, Stretch out 
thine hand over the land of-Egyprfor the lacults, that 
they may come up upon the land. of Egypt, andceat 
every herb of the land, evez all that the hail hath left. 

13 And Mofes ftretched:forth his rod.over the land 
of Egypt, and the Lorn brought an eaft wind upon 


theland.all-that day, and all ¢haénight; and when- it. 


was morning, the eaft wind brought the-locufts.: .. . 


14 And the locufts went up over all: the land of 


Egypt, and refted in all the coafts of Egypt: very. 
grievous were they ; before them there were no fixch: 
locufts as they, neither after them: fhall be fuch. 

15 Forthey covered the face of thie whole earth; fo 


that the. land was darkened. and they did cay every 


kerb of the land, and all the fruit of the trees which 
the hail had left:. and there remained not any green 
thing in the trees, or'in:the herbs of the field, through 
all the land of Egypt: pers 





- 6 Unto this day.Y After thefe words, the Samaritan reprefents 
Mofes as going to Pharaoh, and delivering the fpeech included in 
the 3d, 4th, and sth verfes of this chapter. i 


8 Woe are they that foall go*) It is in the Hebrew, Who and who 


are going ? which the Septuagint, Chaldee, Samaritan, Syriac, and 
Arabic, have preferved in their copies. , 

And Moje fad, We will go with our young and with our old, &c.}. The 
reafon why all were to go, was, becaufe they were to hold a feaft 
anto the Lord; and in thefe folemnities the whole bod, of the na- 
tion afifted, men, women, and children. 

, 10 Les the Lord be fo with you, as L will let you go.) Notwithftand- 
ing fome think this to be an ironical expreffion, yet it feems rather 
tobe a ftrong denial, expreffed in the form of an imprecation. 

Lsvk to it, for evil, &c.] Which fentence may imply, that Pha~ 
raoh perceived the injury they intended him in withdrawing from 
his kingdom, or that he threatened them with fome punifhment in 
cafe they lefe it, 

13 The eaft wind brought the leeufis.| "The word kedim is rendered 
the fouth-wind, by the Septuagint; but it thould be obferved, that 
the Greeks divided the heavens into two parts, the north and the 
fonth ; the former af which included the north and weit, and the 
fatter the fouth and eaft; according to this rule, ic was the fouth 
wiad, properly fo called, which brought the locufts into Egypt from 
Ethiopia, where they.abound more than in any country. The winds 
were worthipped by the Egyptians; and the making ufe of them as 
inftruments of their punifhment, fhewed"at once the vanity of their 
fuperftition, and the wifdom of the almighty God. 

15 The face of the while earthy &c-] Several Jewifh commenta- 
tors imagine, that the fwarm of locuits intercepted the light of the 
fun; which agrees with the next fentence, ‘* fo that the land was 
darkened.” 

16.Cabled for Mofes, &c.]__ It is in the Hebrew, Pharaoh haftened 
to call; which is preferved in all the oriental tranflations, and con- 
veys the idea ofhis calamity and impatience. 

17 Take away from me this death, &c.] A ftrong expreffion this ; 
it is preferved in all the ancient tranflations; and as the lo. ufts ranged 
the fields, killed the vegetables, and deftroyed the ncceflary fuppore 
of life, it will be found to have been no lefs true than it is ftrong. 

19 Amighty firong weft nvind.| A wind of the fea, in the Hebrew. 

And caft them ints the Red feay &c.} In the Hebrew this fertence 
conveys the idea of fecha removal of them, that it fhould not be in 
their power to retura. : 

No. 6, 


CH A PA UX: 












tan hoof be left behind ;. for. there 
‘ferve the Lorpour God; andwe know nat. with 
Lwe: muft ferve the Lorb, until wé come thither, 














'f prefents Mofes as making the denunciation of the death of 


The plagwe of dartneft, 


16 F Then Pharaoh called for Mofes and Aaron _Befte 


in hafte; and he faid, I have finned 
your God, and. againft you. . 
' 17 Now therefore forgive, I pray. thee, my. fin 
only this once, and intreat the Loxp- your God, that 
he.may take away from me ‘this death.only. 

.. 28 And he went. out from 
the. Lor. : & 
41g And the Lonny turned a mighty fhiong. weft 
wind, which took away the tocufts,.and caft them 
into:the Red fea; there: remained: not:one:locuft ia 
all che coafts of Egypr..:.) 0 0 trie rs 
26 But the - Lox», hardened. Pharaoh’s-Heart, fo 

that he would nét-let the children of Ifrael pot. + 
ar GF Andthe Lorn faid untoiMofes, Streteliout 
thine hand: toward ‘heaven, that:there may! be dark. 
nefs over; the land of '‘Egypt, ‘even darknels -which 

maylbefelt! i filet Hen aie ol 
22.And.Mofes: ftretched forth -hik hand toward 
heaven ;: and there wasia thick darknefs in all the 
land of:Egyptthreedays.t2: 0 Cb dre 
- 2gi They. faw. not onevunsther,. neither rofe ay 
from -hisiplate for three. days::but ali the ‘children 
of Ifrael had light in their dwellings. sits dente a 
24 ‘G:And"Pharaok called unto. Mofes, and faid;Go 
ye, ferve the Loxp;-only-let your: flocks ahd. youw 
herds be ftayed: let your litde onesalfo'go'with you. 
25 And Mofes faid; Thou! mutt give us alfo facri- 
fices and burnt offerings, that we may facrifice unto 
the Born ourGod. 77 
26 Our cattle alfo fhall'go with'us ;: there fhallnot 
arcobenilt. we tks Fe 
what 


againft the. Lorp 


‘ 
ered er bateae ee 


27°U ‘But the Lorp hardened’ Phardoh’s heart, 
and he would not let them go. es 
28 And Pharaoh faid unto him, Get thee from me, 
take heed ‘to, 'thyfelf,: fec. my face no. more; for in 
that day. thou:feeft my face thou. fhalt die... 
fee thy face again no more. 
ree cee CHAP, 


22 And there was w thick darkneft, &0.J:.The fapreme objeAs: of 
their adoration were the fun, moon, and ftars.; the firft religious 
adoration paid by: the. creature was the worthip of the heavenly. bo- 
dies. They were the only deities thar were worfhipped by. the firth 


| inhabirantsof the earth, and ‘this {pecies of idolatry was-the frit every 


where alfo,.as well as'in Egypt. Burt that it was fo.there, we-have 
good intesnai evidence, from.a circumftance in their hieroglyphics, 
the moft ancient method of recording knowledge, where.a ttur .de- 
no:ed or expreffed the idea of the deity. Jehovah.to demonftrate his 
fuperiority over thefe.exalted parts of nature, fufpended their lighto 
and emanations, and covered all the land: of Egypt for three daya 
with thick darknefs. : 

23 Neither rofe any from bis place, &c.} . ‘This is rendered, Neither 
arofe any from his bed, m the Septuagint. ; : 

25 Thor muft give usalfefacrifices, &c.} Wisin the Hebrew, and 
thon fhalt give in our: hands facrifices, &&. They. were not only. to 


| facrifice, but likewife so. hold a feat, ar which both facrifices amt 


burnt-offerings were neceflary,- a 
29 Lwill sec thy face again no more.) Though the next a re. 
o firft~ 
born after this promife; yetit.may barecanciled with truth, if we 
allow that the legiflator intended.to take his leave in the manner he 
expreffed : ‘byt God immediately iafpiring him with the fpeech. re~ 
lated in the next chapter, he delivered it to Pharaoh before he quitred. 
his palace. : ; ; 
:GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X, 


Here let us obferve, that God’ intends the judgments. which he exe-~ 
cuteth as ftanding memorials of his fapreme power and authority 
over all creatures, and of his viGtorious power over the kingdom 
of Satan; in reftraining the malice and chaftifing the infolence af 
his and his people’s enemies :- that there is nothing, for which 
God ‘more readily quarrels with men, than for their pride: that 
‘whole nations are often ruined, through the pride and obftinacy. 
‘of their governors : that when Satan bath got finners to the brinis 
.of rain, he exerts all his might in pufhing them dawn hesdlong 3" 
that the early engagement of ‘childr.n in the fervice of God ie- 
éxceedingly contrary to the inclination and interefts of the devil 
and his agents: that proud conternners of God’s meflengers will 
be obliged to ftoopto them at laft: that profeffions of repentances 
extortéd by punifhment, are but hypocritical; and quickiy iflue in 
more .obftinate nleeiee inta wickednefs: thatigeh as baffle ae 


Pharaoh, and:intreated | 


29 And. Mofes. faid,. Thou halt fpoken well,I wilk - 


CHRIST 


2492. 


’ Lhe dfraelites Borrow jewels, Ec. 


ae 





oe, SOA A Be, SE ; 
i God's meffage to the Tfraelites to borrow jewels of their 
_ neighbours. 4 Mofes threateneth Pharaoh with the 
\, death of ihe firft-born. 9 Pharaoh is fill hardened, 


enue. ND the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Yet will I bring 
149%. one. plague more upon. Pharaoh, and upon 


Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when 
he fhall. let you go, he fhall furely thruft you out 


hence altogether: eae eae, 
:.. & Speak:now in the ears of the people, and let eve- 
ry man borrow of his neighbour,and every woman of 
her neighbour, jewels.of-filver, and jewels of gold. 

g Andithe Lorp gawve.the people favour in the 
fightiof. the Egyptians.. Moreoverthe man Mofes was 
very great in the land.of Egypt,‘in the fight of Pha- 
raoh’s fervants, and in the fight of the people... . 

4] And Moles faid, Thus faith the Lorn, About 
midnight.witl I go out‘ itto ithe midft.of. Egypt: . 
2:6 And all the! firft-boro in the land of Egypt fhall 
die, from the firft-born of Pharaoh that. fittéth upon 
his: throne;:even-:unto: the. firft-born of the maid-fer- 
vant that 2s; behind the. mill; and all the firft-born 
of beatts. os Matai nal HA SY eGR 

6 And there fhall be a great ery throughout all 
the land-of:Egypt, fuch!as..there was. none like it, 
nor fhall be like it any. more. Lee 
- 9 But againft any..of.:the children of Ifrael fhall 
: fold convictions,. may expeé to;be given up to fuch hardnefs of 

heart, that nothing, however alarming, will imprefs their conf{ci- 
" ence: that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
’ ghuch ; it often, for a time, diverts the juft vengeance of God from 

his infolent-enemies: that the wicked need not haften the godly 
from among them ; for if once a full {eparation be made, the former 

will be inexpreflibly miferable. © a 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI._ 

1 And the Lard faid unto Mofe:.] Or the Lord had faid unto Mofes. 
‘The attentive reader will obferve, that the fourth verfe Of this chap- 
ter immediately connects with the end bf the precediiig, and is 2 con- 
tinuation of Mofes’s conference with Pharaoh; for he himfelf tells 
us, chap. x. 29. that he would fee Pharaoh’s face no more; and true 
it is faid, ver, 8. ‘* he went out from Pharaoh ina great anger,” 
therefore the’conneétion will be plain, if we include the three firft 
verfes of this chapter-in a parenthefis,: and make the words « the 
Lord faid” refer to fome time pat, « the Lord had faid,” chap. iii. 
20, 21,22, and iv.-22. 

. tle fhall furely thruft, &c.| It is in Hebrew, Thrutting out, i. e. he 
fhall urge-you earneftly and hattily to be gone, chap. xii. 31, 33. 

2 Let. every man borrow of his neightonr.] We have'already ob- 
ferved that the Hebrew word saa/, fignifies not to borrow, butro afk, 
to beg; or to pray for, as appears trom P/alm xxi. 4. cxxii. 6. and 
Prov. XX. 4. : “ 

» Jewels of, filwer, &c.] It is in Hebrew, Veffels of-filver. The 
original word éheli fignifies ‘« veffels;”’ and the rendering it fo is far 
better than jewels, fince a filver jewel, or a golden jewel, is not fo 
intelligible as a filver and golden veifel or thing in general. It is 
probable that the chargers, bowls, or {poons of filver and gold, men- 
tioned Numé, vii. were the very veffels given by the Egyprians. 

3 dnd the Lord gave the people, &c.}] Asthis verfein the Hebrew 
text contains no part of any fpeech, but is purely the narration of 
the hiforian, we totally. lofe fight of Pharaoh. The interview is 
intirely at an end, and we wonder to read in the verfe following, 
“« And Mofes faid, Thus faith,” &c. when it isnot obvious to whom 
he can be addrefling himfelf.  Befides this, a great impropriety and 
anachronifm is introduced ; for the time when God adtually gave 
the people this favour, was not before Mofes had declared to Pha-. 
rach the defiru¢tion of the firft-born, but after that this judgment 
had becn executed ; and therefore we find the hiftory of this matter 
regularly given in chap. xii. 36. The Samaritan, which neads this 
verfe, And I will give this people favour in the fight of the Egypti- 
ans, fo that they fhall give them what they afk ; reprefents the verfe 
as a continuation of God’s fpeech to Mofes, gives confiftency to the 
chapter, and-preferves the unity of the interview. 

- 4 Thus faith the Lord.) ‘The Samaritan continues the fpecch till 
ver. 7. inthe perfon of God, thus: ‘ About midnight I will go forth 
into the midft of the land of Egypt,. &c.’’ And after premifing the 
character of Mofes, and infinuating that he was held in great cltcem 
and vegeration both by Pharaoh and his great officers, as well as by 
the inferior clafs of Egyptians ; the Samaritan opens Mofes’s fpeech 
in the fourth, in the following manner, And Mofes faid unto Pha- 
raoh, Thos: faith. the Lord, Ifracl % my fon, my firft-hom; and I 
Said unto thee, Let my fon go, that he may ferve me: bur thou haft 
yefafed to let him go: behold, therefore, Jehovah flaycth thy fon, 
thy firft-born. Atver which,.it proceeds in repeating the general 


; mieflage cohtatned-in the following. verfes:- Thus, faith the Lord, 


&c. 1fwe look .paek-to chap. iv. 21, 22, 23, we shall find, that as 
Moles was in the way to Egvpt, to demand the difmiffion of his 


EXODU'S. 




































The beginning of the year 2s changed. 





not a dog move his tongue, againft’ man or beat : ictore 

that ye may know how that the Lorp doth. put-a URIS 

differénce between the Egyptians and Ifrael. ~~ ; 
8 And all thefe thy fervants fhall come down unto 


me; and bow down themfelves unto me; faying, Geé 


thee out, and all the people that follow’ thee. and 


after that I will go out. And he went out from Pha- 
raohin a great anger. ° Seng aT ie ad 
' 9 ff And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Pharaoh fhalt 
not hearken unto you; that my wonders" may be 
multiplied in the land of Egypt... -. 0 17. 67 
10 And Mofes -and - Aaron did‘all thefe: wonderk 
before Pharaoh : and the Lory hardened: Phaiaoh’s 
heart, ’fo that he would: not ‘let the children of Ifeacl 
gooutofhis land... Pte eg 
ine CA OP Mee 
1 The beginning of the year ts changed. . “The poffo de# 
"ts infeituted. ve Th he ae of the, haf sie, Pees days, 
of unleavened bread. “21 Mofes.¢ jeth. direftions ta 
_ ech the paffover. ‘39 The firft-bori are flain. gi Lhe 
Lraclites are driven out of the land. "97 They come 
to Succoth. 40 The timé of thé Lfraelites’ fojourming 
2a Egvpt. 43 The ordinance of the paffovers < ° 
‘A: ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and Aaron in - 
the land of Egypt, faying, : nee 
2° This month /hall bs unto you the beginning of 
months: it /hall ée the firlt month of the year to you, 
Cyviaies dia D2 i 43 FY Speak 





vote 


brethren, God .commanded. him, that when’ he’ had done all- the 
wonders before Pharaoh, and to no purpofe, then ke fhould fay unto 


Pharaoh, © Ifraelis my fon,’ &c. ‘This then being exprefsly in the 


original commiftion of Mofes, we find it not in the fpaech of Mofes 
in this chapter. 7 


J awill go ost, &c.] It is in the Chaldée, I will appear; in the 


Arabic, I will make my angel walk through the land, of Egypt. 


5, All the firft-birn, &c.} The death. of every firlt-born of the 


Egy ptiaris carri¢d fo lively a’refemblance, and bore fo natarhl a" ye. 
lation to their fin in deftréying every mall of the Ifraelites, that they 


mutt needs perceive it. was infli@ed 2s a punifhment for that ye 


cruelty ; and confequently muft conclude, that the God of Ifrael took 


particular cognizance of human tranfaétions, and fooner or later xe- 
warded every man according to his deeds. 

8 All the people that fallow thee.] It is in Hebrew, All the people 
that is at thy feet; inthe Vulgate, All the people that is fubject unto 
thee; in the Septuagint, All the people whom thou leadeit away; 
in the Chaldee, All the people that is with thee; in the Samaritan, 
All the people that is behind thy fect. The Syriac and Arabic con- 
firm the Chaldee. ' 

He went cut from Pharaoh in a great anger.) Ivisin the Hebrew, , 
In anger of fury; in the Samaritan text, Withardour, or burning of 


anger; but in the Samaritan verfion. With vehemence of anger; 


which is confirmed by the Arabic. Some contend, that it fhould be 
rendcred, He went out from Pharaoh, who was in great anger. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XI. 


Here are two remarks to be made for our inftrution: ft, That God 
having commanded the Ifraclites to carry away with them the 
gold and filver of the Egyptians, they did it jutlly, becaufe they 
did it by the order of God, who is the abfolute mafter of ail 
things in the world,and bsltows them upon whom he pleafes. 
2dly, Itis of importance to obferve, that thy hardnefs of Pharaoh 
ought to be attributed to nothing but his own defperatz wicked- 
neis; and though it be often faid inthis hiftory, that God har- 
dened Pharaoh's heart, it muft not be underttood as if God was 
the author of his obtiinacy. God permits, indeed, finners to bar- 
den themfelves, and to have opportunities of cftablifhing them- 
felves in their wickednefs; yet their deftruction praceeds only 
from themfelves, and not from God; who, far from being the 
caufe of it, does all that is neceflary to Keep them from falling 
into it. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES os CHAP, XII. 


1 And the Lard /pake unto Mifes, dt.) This paffage may be in the 
preterpluperfect tenfe, And the Lord had fpoken; for it appears 
from ver. 3 and 6. that Mofes had this revelation before the tenth 
day, on which moft interpreters think the three days darknefs began ; 
and the fabject of this chapter was poltponed, to prevent the break 
ing the feries of wonders wrought by Mofes. 

2 This month/ball be untayou the besnining of months, &:c.] Before, their 
year commenced about the autumnal equinox ; but to commemorate 
their happy deliverance from Egypt, was to commence from this 
month, which they called 4:6, ‘¢an ear of corn,” becaufe the 
corn was then eared in that country, and it anfwers nearly to our 
March. It fhould Hikewife be obferved, that this month is the firft 
of the facred, not of the civil year: lt was at this time that our 
Lord fuffered for our redemption: and there is a tradition among: 
the Jews, that as they were redeemed from Egypt on the Pee 

‘ Ay 
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The paffover infituted. CHAP. XII. The firfiborn of Egypt are flain. 





































17 And ye fhall obferve the feaft of unleavened _ Befare 
bread ; for.in this felffame-day have I brought your CERIST 
armies out of the land of Egypt: therefore fhall yé 
obferve this: day in, your generations by an ordi- 


Before 9g { Speak ye unto all the congregation of Ifrael, 
CH faying, In the tenth day of this month they. fhall take 
49"" to.them every man a lamb, according to the houfe 
of their fathers, a lamb for an houfe: ; 
4 And if the houfhold be too little for the lamb, 
fet him and his-neighbour next unto his houfe take 
it according to the number of the fouls; every, man; 
according to his eating fhall make your count for 
the lamb. ie ye ; 
_ § Your Jamb fhall be without blemifh, a -male_of 
the firft year-: ye fhall take it out fromthe fheep, or 
fromthe goats: ©. 1 te 
_.6 And ye fhall keep it up until the fourteenth b Pane oe a 
day of the fame month: and the whole affembly of thef—, 20 Ye fhall-eat nothing leavened; in all your ha- 
congregation of Ifrael fhall. kilit inthe evening... bitations fhall ye. eat unleavened bread...» 
“7 And they fhall take of the blood, and-ftrike Fl 21. I Then. Mofes called for all the- children of 
on the two, fide pofts, and: on the uppex door poft }. Ifrael, and-faid. unto them, Draw out and take‘you 4. 
of the houfes;,wherein they Mralleat ig. ..; . 4°, fRlamb according to your families, and kill the paflover: 
8 And ‘they (hall eat the flefh in, that night, roafl{] ; 2a And ye thal! take a bunch of hyflop, and dip it 


with fie," and “unleavened -bread; and with bitter ffia the blood that 75 1n the, bafon, and ftrike.th¢ lintel 
herbs they. fhall Gat ite, oy. pos Ae: 


nance for eyer. nea Cte oo es ae ; 

18 In the firft month, oni .the fourteenth day of 
‘the month at even, ye fhall eat unleavened bread, 
‘until the one and twentieth day of.the month. at éven.' 
.4g,:Seven days fhal] there be no leayen found in 
tyour. houfes: for whofoever,eateth . that which . isi 
dleavened, eVen that foul fhall be cut off,from, the: 
rcongregation of Ifrael, whether he. be. a-.ftranger; 
or born in the land. ' eae 


and the two fide pofts.with. the blood, that.zs in the 
; bafon; .and none of you, fhall.go out atthe door of 
his houfe, until the morning. ge irre, tae Peon had Ny in 
23 For -the Lory will.pafs through ta {mite the 
Egyptians; and when-he feeth the blaod upon the 
lintel, and on the two fide polts, the Lorp will pafs 
over the..door, and will not fuffer the ,deftroyer ta 
come in unto your houfes.to {mite you.. . - ger Pee 
24.-And ye fhall obferve. this thing.for an ordi- 
nance to, thee and to thy fons forever... « is 
25 And it fhall come to pafs, wien ye come to 
the Jand, which the Lory, will give..you, according 
as he hath promifed, that y¢fhall keep this. fervite. * 
. 26.And it fhall come,to-pafs, when. your children 
fhall fay unto you, What mean ye by this fervice? 
27 That ye thall fay, It zs.the facrifice of the Lonn’s 
paffover, who paffed over the boufes of the.children 
of Ifrael'in Egypt, when he fmote the. Egyptians, 
and delivered our houfes. And the people bowed. 
the head and worfhipped. 


ts 


| 28 And the children of Ifrael went away, and did 

tas the Lorp had commanded Mofes and Aaron, fo 

did they. . ; aver 

: _ . Jf 29 D And it came to pafs, that at midnight the 

is I Seven days fhall-ye eat unleavened bread;. Lorp {mote the firftborn in the Jand of Egypt, from 
.the firftborn of Pharaoh that faton his throne unto 


even the firft day ye fhall put away leaven out of 
your houfes: for whcfoever eateth leavened. bread [}:the firftborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; 
cand all the firftborn of cattle. 


from the firft day until the feventh day, that. foul 
30 And Pharaoh rofe up in the night, he, and all 


fhall be cut off from Ifrael. __ 
* 46 And in the firft day there hall be an holy con-|| his fervants, and all the Egyptians; and there was 2. 
great cry in Egypt; for there was not a houfe where 


vocation, and in the fevenih day there fhall be an 
holy convocation to you; no manner of work fhall} [there was not one dead.-- . ; 
be done in thém, fave that which every man muft eat, 31 2 And he called for Mofes and Aaron by night, | 
‘ f : eS : ‘and 
saxt 
With bitter herbs, &c.]_ In order to remind them of their Egyp- 
tian bondage, which made their lives bitter to thém. 


g Eat not of it raw, &c.] For fear any of the blood remain in it; 
‘but thoroughly roafted, that fo it might be wholly eaten up. 


"8% "Eat hot of it kaw, nor todden at all with water, | 
but toaft with fire; his head with his legs, and with 
the piirténance’ thereof. ny. 








10 And ye fliaH let nothing of it remain until the’ 
morning; and. that which remaineth of it until the 
morning ye fhall burn with fire. 2 | cs 
at @ And this’ fhall ye eat, its; with your Joins 
girded, your fhoes on your fget, and your faff in 
your hand:; and ye fhall. cat it. in hafte: it 2s the 
Lorn’s'paffover.. Oe pis ca RN ie Des Aah 

ia For I'will pafs through the land of Egypt thi§ 
night, and will {mite all the firftborn in the. land of 
Egypt, both-man and beaft; and againft all the gods} 
of Egypt I will.execute judgment:. I em the Lorp. 

‘13 And the blood fhall’be to you for a token, 
upon the’ houfés where ye axe:.and when_I fee the 
blood, I’will pafs over you, and the plague {hall not 
be upon you,to deftroy you, when I {mite the land 
of Egypt. "|. - se ; i 
ig And this day fhall be unto you for a,memo- 
rial; and ye fhall keep it a feaft to the Lorp,through- 
out your generations; ye fhall keep it a feaft by an 
ordinance for ever. . 


that only may-be done of you. 


Er A RD 
day of Nifan, fo they fhould be redeemed by the Meffiah on the 
fame day. 

3 Lu the tenth day of this manth.}, Which, interval was allowed 
them to procure themfelves as many lambs as were neceffary: but 
in future ages they did not begin. their, preparation till the thir- 11 Shall ye eat it, with your loins girded, your fbocs on your feet.) You 
teenth, or the day before the paffover, ‘Though this circumftance } f:fhall eat in a travelling poftare, that you may be ready to fet out 
be peculiar to the paffover in Egypt, yet it juitly reprefents our Sa-j'f'on your journey at a fhort warning. . 
viour’s triumphant entry into Jerufalem, on the 1oth day ofthe} J, /s # the Lord's poffvwer.] i.e. <A- facrifice in remembrance of 
month, Johv xii. 1, 12. “Jehovah’s pafling over, or {paring the Ifraelites, when.he {mote the 

They foall take to every man @lamb.] The Hebrew word likewife } |‘Egyptians. Sea) = MA) oe 
fignifies a kid. 12 Againff all the gids of Egypt I will execute judgment, &c.] AJ- 

A lamb for an hovufe.) The Hebrew word berh, rendered ** a jluding to the idol gods, which, the, Egyptians worlhipped. ste 
houfe,”’ fignifies alfo a whole people, as the houfe of Ifracl; and 16 Avholy convocation, &-] i.e. A folemn feftiviil, the people 
fometimes a tribe, as the hovfe of Levi. But in this-place it de- || being aflembled by the found of trumpets, to offer facrifices, and 
notes thofe who lived under.one matter, er head of a family... - [Pperform other duties of religion. : 

4 Af the Lonfboid be 10 little, &c.] We are told by the tabbinical 18: At even, &c.] All the Jewith feafts began at even. ; 
authors, that thefe were no lefs than ten, nor more than twenty }}- 19 Whether be br a frranger, &c-| i. €. A perfon of another nation 
perfons to one lamb. . : |{'who. had embraced the Jewith religion ;. for no other ftrangers were 

5 Your fanh foall be without blemif, a male of the firft year, &e.} admitted to this feaft. ‘ , 

The lamb was to be without’ blemifh, or perfedt, as the Hebrew ffi 21 Kill the poffover.]_ Which fignifies, kill the-pafchal lamb. - 

fignifies, to reprefent that moral purity without which no a& of 23 When ke feetb the blood, &c«] This whole facrifice was a type 

worfhip can be acceptable to God Almighty. : of the Meffiah, who took the human nature upon him, arid fhed hig’ 
“8 Unleavened orad.| | i.c. Pure, unmixed, incorrupted, leaven §f precious blood to wafh away the fins of the world. * 

being a kind of corruption. The ufe of unlcavencd bread’ might be} 29. 427 Ee of cattle} - i. e The beft, the prime’of. their 
j -cattle, The Egyptianslived promifcuoufly with theircattle,. fo that 


enjoined to remind them of fincerity ; though others think it was ’ 
Grdered to commemorate their hafty deliverance, which did not al- | {the angel fmote at the fame time both them and thofe animals which 
they confidered asfacred. © : = g 
+ ga Bajt 


m= 


Jow them time to Ieaven it. 
- 
5 








The Yraelites: thruft out of Exypt. — 





“Réfele 
CARISP 


go, ferve the Lor'p; a ye'have faid: 
32) Alfo-wké your flocks and your Kerds, 


have faid, and be gone; and befs me alfg. 
33 And die Epy ptidns ‘wee urgent upon the peo- 


as ye 


ptéy tha they*might fend them out of the land in'f 


bafte; for they Mid, We seall'dead men." 
ek andthe pedple took their dough before it was 


leavéried; their: knéatlitiy’ troughs ‘being’ bound’ up'f 


in cheiP dlothkes tpon their Mbilders.* °7 


.gpiaiddthe chitdrér-of Ifrael djd avcording tothe’ f 
word of Mofes; and they borrowed ‘of the Egyptians | 


jowels OE filvér, ard jewets UP gold) and’ pile © 

36 And the'Boidn’ gaveehe people 
fight: dPike Egyptians, | 
ich: thoes as “they reyntred™ 


7 






“hoyptaiis:”' ah an Nes GN oe en 
+. Bh I Ag the childsei of Tradl -joutncyéd from, 
Rartiefes'toSuctoth about fix hundtdéd thoufand/on 


felot Wiatere rnen; befde/Pbiidrén, 





Ad’ they {pbited: the) 


>. 7@ Alnd dinixed nrultitide'went up'alfo with them; f 


and flecks, and herds, even: very ‘tuch'catile.’ 
<'gg Alnd they'bakied umdavened’cakes of the dough 
atch they brought’ forth gut’ of Egypt, for it was 
not! leavened; ‘becaufe' they were’ thruft! otit of 
Bpypt; aid could not tirry, neither Had’théy pre- 
pared for themfelvés‘ any viétual. . ues 
“4ST Now the fojourning'of the children of Ifrael, 
who dwelt in Egypt; zas‘four hundred.'and, thirty 
years: Pen gr ae tak ees oa 
4% Arid'it came to pafs at theend of thé four Kud= 
dréd ard’ thirty. years, even the felffame: day it came 
to patsy that alF the holts of the Lord Wert’ out 
frony the land of Egypt. eee ta en 
42 Et is & might much to be obfervedumto' the 
Lokw for Biihging: them’ out of the Tard’ of Egypt: 
this rs ‘ttiad night of ‘the’ Lorp:to be obferved' of all 
the childern Gf Iffael fn their fenerations: 
_ 43 DAnd the Loro faid unto, Mofed and Aaron, 
This és the ordinance of ‘the paffover; There firall 
ne ranger’ dat thereof: : : 
44 But every man’s fervant that is bought for 
money, wen thou haf’ citcumcifed Him, then fhall 


he eat therecf. . 
45 A foreigner and ambired fervant fhall not cat 
thereof. 

46 In one houfe fhall it be eaten; thou fhalt not 
carry fortl) aught of the flefh abroad out of the 
houfe; weither fail ye break a bone thereof. | 

47 All the coffgregation of Ifrael fhalt keep it. 
48 Andwhen a ftranger fhall fojourn with thee, 
and wil keep the paffover to the Lorp, let all his 


males be circumcifed, and then let him come near f 


and keep it; and he half be as one‘that is born in 
the land: for no.uncircumcifed perfon fhall eat 
therercof, . 





32 Blefy me alf.} 
may be delivered from this terrible peltifence. 


37 Saccorb:|' Which-fignffies Booths, from the tents they ereéted | 
There was another: place of-the fanie name in the 


for their cattle. wat 
land of Canaan, Gen, xxxili. 17, &c. 


"Mx hundred thaifand on fort, &e.] That is, perfons fir to bear |! 
_ But this was not above one- | 
thirdef the whole fiumber of people that went ap out of Egypr. A | 


arms ; twehty: years old ard upwards. 


farprifing increzfe m litrle more t 


an two hundred years; fronj fe- 
wey perfons only ! : 
a° 4 


mixect mibeitiede eeert op alfo cusith them, &e.} Confitting ‘of  F 


Egyptiams:who kad embraced: the religion of the Hebrews, &c. 


~ Rt The hofts of the Lordy &e.} They are termed * the hofts of } 


the Lord,” becaufe he led them by a pillar ef a clond by day, and a" 


pillar of ite bynight, daring their tehole rout through the wilder- | 
nefs.-From the word * hofts” we learn, that tHey went out of Egypr f 


Itké trotpemarching“to meee the-<nemy, in good order. 

46 Neither foull ye break ex bane thereof.) Which typé was particus 
lathy fulfilted-iq Chrift, the great Redeemer.of mankind, Jyobz xix. 
55 Ne uncincunacifed perfor foall-eat thtrtef:] Severat Ifraelites who 
had neglected this rite in Egypt, were now. circamtcifed,’ thar they 
‘wiglit&cep the paffover. 
. 3 


= xX.0 


and faid, Rife up, and get you forth front athong my, | 
riygth people,. both thee and ‘the: children of Ifrael ; and 



























, veut fi the ‘ 
(othat they telit’‘ynto them 


i.e. Pray t6 Jehovah, that I and: my people 





DUS. 





unto tlie ftranger that fojourneth among you. 
| 50 Thus did all the ‘children of Hrael; as the 
Lorp commanded Mofés.and Aaron, fo did they.- 
j 51 And it camie to pafs the felffame day, that.the 
Loxv-did’ bring. the children of Ifrael Ou: of’ the 
‘land of Egypt by their armies. : 
7H CHAP, XIII cote Gath 
‘Fhe firjiborn are fantlified to God: 3 -The memorial 
of the deliverance from Egyptian bondage commanded 
_ to be obferved yearly. 11 The firfilings of man and 
° beufd are fet' apart'to.God. 17 The Ifraehtes carry 
:* Fofeph’s bones with them-out of Heypt.” ‘20 They come 
to. Bskam, God 
and Of fire... - at 
ib AX: NPD’ the Lond fpaké'iemto Mofés, fying, * 
A 2. Sanétifyuntd’ mé~ all the firftborn, whatfo- 
EcV¥cr openeth the womb, among the children of [rae], 
if Sot%' of Tah and of beat!’ it 2 mine 7 
3 2 And Mofes faid unto the Déople, Remember 
this day, in which’ ye ‘tame out from Edy pe out of 
the houfe of bondagéy For by ftrength of hand’ the 
|Lorp brought you-out from this place!‘ there fhall 
fn ‘leavenéd bread be eaten 
"4 This day ‘camé ye‘outia the’month’Abib. | 
t 6 And it hall be whén'the Loxp fiall bring thee 
into the land of rhé Canaanires; and the Hittites, and 
the Amoftites, and thé’ Hivites, aid’ thé Jebufites, 
which He fware iinto thy fathers to give thee, a land 
flowing with milk and honey, that thou. fhalt keep 
this fervice ‘in this month. ee eels 
- 6 Seven days fhalt thou eat unleavened bread; and 
iW’ the feventh day /rall be'afeafttothe Lorp.: 
_7. Unleavened’ bréad fhall be eaten feven days; 
and there fhall no leavened bread be-feen. with thee, 
neither fhall there’be'leaven feen with, thee in ‘all 
chy quarters. eee Te ee 
“8 And thou fhalt fhew thy fon in that day, fay- 
ing, This is done becaufe of that.which the Loxp did 
unto me’ when I came forth out of Egypt, 
| g Andit fhall be for a fign unto thee upon thine 
Hand, and for a mémorial between thine eyes, that 
‘the Loxp’s law may be in thy mouth: for witha ftrong 
and hath the Lord brought thee otit of Egypt. 
| 16 Thou flialt therefore keep this ordinance in his. 
}Efeafon from year to year. 
rt € And it fhatt be when the Lorp fhall bring thee 
into the land of the Canaanites, as he fware unto thee 
‘Rand to'thy fathers, and fhall give it thee; ~ . 
‘12 Thatthou fhalt ‘fet apart unto the Lorpall that. 
openieth the matrix, and every firftling that cometh of 
‘fa béeaft which thou haft; the male /hall be the Lorp’s. 
13 And every firftling of an afs thou fhalt redeem. 
'Twith a lamb; and if thou wile not redeem it, then 
‘thou fhalt break his neck: and all the firftborn of 
man among thy children fhalt thou redeem. 


tt 


14 And 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XiL. 


‘From: this hiftory we may learny how God fubdued the flercenefs 
: ’ of Pharaoh, and conftrained him to let the children of Ifrael gor 
“and how.that people went out of Egypt in full liberty, and with 
great riches. ‘This memorable event proves clearly the love of: 
Goi to his people, and the faithful performance of his promifes ;. 
we-fee likewife his pleafure, that the memory of fo winderful 2 
deliverance fhould be preferved by means of the paffover; and: 
thereby we ought to learn to remember God’s favours towards: 
us, and all his wonderful works; but efpecially what Jefas Chrift 
has‘done to fave as; and to return him for ever thofe thanks: 
which are due to him. . ° 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XIII. 


2- SanBify unts ate all the firRiborn.| i.e. Let them be accounted 
: Ffacred, to put them in mind of the tender mercy of the Almighty, in 
{parting their firftbotn; when thofe of the Egyptians were deftroyed. 
8 Then foalt foo thy for in that day, &c-} Mofes commands the 
Hfraelites to inform their children, when they were fettled in Canaan, 
of the trué intent of the paffover, that they might offer thank{giv- 
ings to God, who had fo miraculoufly delivered the people from the’ 
flavifh bondage of their perfecutors. 
17 Ged 


guiding: hem’ by a’ prlla'r:of a’ cloud; . 


The firftborn are fanktified to’ God. _ 


- One law fhall be to him that is hi nd_Befure: 
49 e law fhall be to him that is homeborn, and _Befure_ 
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pacar 


The dfraelites.go by the way of the wildernefs. CHAP. XIV. 


Bele Ad And it fhall be when thy fon afketh thee.in time 
CHRIST come, laying, What is ‘this? that thou fhalt fay 
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4. 


‘ 


unto him, By ftrength of hand the Lokp brought us 
out from Egypt, from the houfe of bondage : 

15 And it came-to pafs, when Pharaoh would 
hardly let us go, that the Loxon flew all the firft-born 
in the land of Egypt, both the‘frft- born of man, and 
the firft-born of beaft: therefore I facrifice to the 
Loxp all that openeth the matrix, being males ; but 
all the firft-born of my children J redeem. 

16 And it fhall be for a token upon thine hand, 
and for frontlets between thine eyes : for by ftrength 
of hand the Lonp brought us forth out of Egypt. 

17 & And +t came to pafs, when Pharaoh had let 
the people go, that God led them not through the.way 
of the land of the Philiftines, although that was near ; 
for God faid, Left peradventure the people repent 
when they fee war, and they return to Egypt : 

48 But God led the people about, ¢hrough the way 
of the wildernefs of the Red fea: and the children of 
ifrael went up harneffed out of the land of Egypt. 

1g And Mofes‘took the bones of Jofeph with 
him: for he had ftraicly fworn the children of I frael, 


faying, God will furely vifit you; and ye fhall carry | 


up my bones:away hence with you. 


20 Andthey took their journey from Succoth,and } 


encamped in Etham, in the edge of the, wildernefs. 
a1 And the Loxp went before them by day in a 
pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way ; and by night 
in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day 

and night : 

22 rietook not away the pillar of the cloud by day, 
_ nor the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. 
Cc H A P. 


raoh purfueth after them, 10 The Lfraclites murmur. 
13 Mofes comforteth them. 15 God inftruéleth Mofes, 
19 The cloud removeth behind the camp. 21 The If- 
raelites pafs through the Red fea. 23 The Egyptians 
go in fe them, 26 and are drowned. 
A ND the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, that they 
turn and encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Mig- 
dol and the fea, over againft Baal-zephon: before 
it fhall ye encamp by the fea. ; 

3 For Pharaoh will fay of the children of Ifrael, 


“mnths nehcircnaicnanisnicIcimrnhenainteletes etna 
19 God ted them sot through the nuay of the land of the Philsftines, 
although that nvas near, &c.| ' Notwithttading the diftaryce from 
Egypt to Canaan, through the land of the Philittines, was a Journey 
only of a few days, yet the Ifraelites being no ftrangers to’ the fierce 
temper of the ‘Philiftines 5 and as the flavery they had endured: in 
Egypt moft have broken their fpirits, and tenden:d chem wrifit for 
wart, God was pleafed to lead them a very different Way :through 
the defer. ; Lele s £N EST 
18 Gud led the people about, &c.} ie. The pillar of fre went before 
them, and conduéted them inthe way through the wildérneft, which 
was not the direét way toCanaan. . , . ' 
20 Encamped in Etham, in the edge of ihe hwilderief:.] The place talled 
Etham lay on the border of the witdernefs.of Shar, next to Egypt. 


2 The Lord went before] Signifying the Shechinah, dr’ divine f 


prefence, &c. : 


Ina pillar] The original word rendered pillar, fignifies‘more | 


generally ftrength and ftabiliey, orn fixed pofture ; fo that in thls 
fenfe the word pillat-will not fo much denote the form aiid dimenfions' 


of the cloud, as the ftationary attendance of it to lead them in tht” 


way. It is called a pillar, becaufe it extended from the earth: to the 


clouds, and affumed the appearance of a ftately column Its principal f 


ufe was, “9 direét the Ifraelites in the way’; but it alfodefended them 
from the piercing rays of the fun, which ate very troublefome in 
thefe hot countries, . . 
By night ina pillar of fire, &c.] In order that they might travel 
by night as well as by day: ~Thefe appeatances continued till the 
_c degyh of Mofes, when the Ifraelites paffed over Jordan, and were: 
¢° directed in their march by the ark of the covenant. . 


. t30GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XUIl. 


over every year, and to confecrate to him the firlt-born, fhould 


teach us to remember the favour that he beftows upon us ; and io” 
teitify our acknowledgments, by devoting to him our perfons, and J i 

i-" PT army of the Egyptians confifted oat 
4 they were in hafte to overtake them. 


all that we have moft valuable. ‘This hiftory teaches us in paiti- 
cular, that the remembrance of the delivefance wrought for us by 

Jefus Chrift our Lord, ought never té flip out of our minds ; but 
| No. 7. 




























XIV. za) 
1 God inftruéleth the I[fraelites in their journey. 5 Pha- 


‘on ont fide, diid by the fea on the othe 


| impaffablé, efpecially to’a fumerous afiiy. 


fhut themin. . : : : . 
_ 4 And I will harden.Pharaoh’s heart, that he fhall 
follow after them; and I will be honoured upon Pha- 
raoh, and upon all his hoft ; that the Egyptians may 
know that] amthe Lora. And they did fo. 

5 TI And it was told the king of-Egypt that the 
people fled: and the-heart of Pharaoh and of his 
fervants was turned againft the people, and they faid, 
Why have..we done this,-that we have let Ifrael go 
from ferving us? : vee ; 

_.& And he made ready his chariot, ‘and. ‘took his 
people. with him : ce eee. 

7 And he took fix hundred chofen chariots, and 
all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every 
one of them. ve, i ie ! 

- 8 And the Lorp' hardened the heart of Pharaok 
king of. Egypt, and he purlued ‘after the children of 
Ifrael,: and the children of ifrael went out with an 
high hand. : : . % 

g .But the Egyptians purfued after them, all .thé 
horfes and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horfe-nren, 
and his army, and overtook. them encamping by the 
fea, befide Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon.’  - - 

102 And when Pharaoh drew nigh, thechildren of 
Ifrael lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians 
marched after them; and they were fore afraid : amt 


H.the children of Ifrael cried out unto the Lorn. ; 


- ya And they faid umtp Mofes, Becaufe there were 
no graves.in Egypt, haft thou taken us away'to dié 
in the wildernefs ? wherefore haft thou dealt thus 
with us, to carry us forth out of t'P : 

12 Js nut this the word that we did: tél thee in 
Egypt, faying, Let us alone, that we may fetve thé 
Egyptians? For zt had been better for us to ferve the 
Egy ptians, than that we should die in the wildernefs: 

_ 13 2 And Mofes faid unto the people, Fear ye not, 
ftand, ftill, and fee the falvation of the Loxn, which 
he will, fhew to you to.day : for the Egyptians whom 
ye have feen to day, ye fhall fee them again no more 
for ever. ' “ a bet 

14, The Lorn fhall fight for you, and ye' fhall hold 
your peace. 

is I And the Lox» faid unto Mofes, Wherefore 
ctieft thou unto me? {peak unto the childrén oF 
Tfrael, that they go forward. ee’ i 

rans . “+26 But 





fhould be perpetually celebrated in the church’ by the mtans of 
the holy tip r, whicH was inftitatéd with that atin by Jefus 
Chrit himfelf. The wonderful manner inwhich Ged led the 
Ifraelites’ itta the defer, after their départuré from"Epypt, in’ 
pillars of cloud and fire; makes us fec‘his power, Wifdom; aiid 
goudnefs ; ‘and -affertts likéwife an’ inftaiite of the thré he’ Hab. dF 
his chitdrett, and thé proreétion wherewith he flitlds them, 
EXPLANATORY. NO'TES ox CHAP. XIV. |“ 
"2 Speak uber the cbildren of Lracl, that thiy turn]. The people’ s ine; 
tention at fit was, to have entered’ the wilderels from Ethamn, but; 


< ay 





(1 they are now. direéted to, tin ‘to thé right, and keep dlong.the weit 
‘fide of thé Red fed: . : : , 


- Befait PEMabirith.|' Without doubt this is the daine af’a nafisir, 
saffage between the mountairis.on thé welt fide of the Red fea : the 
ord pi, in'the Hebrew, fignifying A month iit lay’ about fixteen 
tr miles from Erba, ; fue wed ; vas 
| Brtuxen Migdal and the feay &c.j |The word Migdel fignifies A 
caftle, atid Was probbbly. 4 Fortrefs raifed on one of the mountaiils of 
Pi-hahitoth: ‘ This place teas tageed on thé weltcra thore of thk, 
Red fea. a Ne fees Sad ge gr set ie wee Yate pat ’ 

3 Pbarach wait fe of the children Ff, 


Lfracl, The are cindy sled : iz. 
Bidcnds) 1%, Pie Will Be jpertaaded thai yea, are hemined ih by rocks, 


yob are hemmed in 


anddiftand, frdn thé word” 





The wildernefs hark {pit them in.}’ We 


| &* wilderhefs,”’ wild fogged mountaitis; for at this time the children, 


of Ifradl Were neat the Thort of the Red fea, amiong moant: moft 





4 And I will harden Phurarh’s keart, &c.J i. é ‘The fituation of 


41 ‘the Mraelites, now inclofed between impaffablé rocks and mountains 
4... ‘Phe command of God to the people of Ifrael, to celebrate the paff-. 


‘on oné fide, and the fea on the other, will render Pharaoh fo hardy, | 


‘}rand defperate as to atrempt-to follow, and, ‘by force, bring. them 
4 back to‘his Egyptian bondage. . 


“§ All'the Barjes and chariot of Phitraoh, and bis Borfemen, See. The 
y of chariots and horfemen ; for 
"Here we fiid a mof cicel- 


“£5 Whétefore cri? thou'uinte me? & J : 
Aa : left 


. Pharaoh prfiieth after thent. - 


‘They are entangled in the land, the wildernefs hath Bea, 


LAQTs 





The‘ Iraelités-pafs the Red fea. 


:Before 


CHRIST} and over the fea, and divide it: and the children of 
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. but by joining with prayer to God our moft active and prudent en- 


‘wall unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 


-16 But lift thou up thy-rod, and ftretch out thine 


rael fhall go on dry ground thro’ the midft of the fea. 

17 And ‘I; behold, I will harden the hearts of the 
Egyptians, and they fhall follow them: and I will get 
me honour‘upon Pharaoh,.and upon all his hoft, up- 
on his chariots, and upon his horfemen. 

18. And the Egyptians fhall know that I am the 
Lorp, when I have gotten me honour upon Pharaoh, 
upon his chariots, and upon his horfemen. 

19 @ And theangel of God, which went before the 
camp of Ifrael, removed and went behind them; and 
the pillar of the cloud went from before their face, 
and ftood: behind them: — eo 

_ 20 And it came between the camp of the Egypti- 
ans and the camp of Ifrael; and it was-a cloud and 
darknefs to them, but it gave light by night éo thefe: fo 
that the one came not near the other all the night. 

.21 GI And Mofes ftrétched out his hand over the 
fea; and the Lorp caufed the fea to go back bya 
ftrong eaft wind all that night, and made the fea dry 
land, and the waters were divided. : 

. a2 And the children of Hrael went into the midft 
of the fea upon the dry ground: and the waters werea 


‘23 T And the Egyptians purfued, and went in after 
them to the midit of the fea, even all Pharaoh’s 
horfes, his ‘chariots, and his horfemen. 

.24 And it came to pafs, that in the morning watch 
the Loro looked unto the hoft of the Egyptians 
through -the pillar of fire and of the cloud, and 
troubled the hoft of the Egyptians, 

26 And-took off their chariot wheels, that they 
drave thém heavily: fo that the Egyptians faid, Let 
us flee from the face of Ifrael; for the Lorn fighteth 
for them againft the Egyptians. os 
_ 26 I And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Stretch out 
thine hand over the fea, that the waters may come 
again upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and 
upon their horfemen. . : ae 

27 And Mofes ftretched forth his hand over the 
fea, and the fea returned to his ftrength when. the 


et hyn gis 


Te 
lent moral Jeffon, namely, that_it is not by inactive invocations of 
God that we' are to expeét relief from heaven in our exigencies; 


deayours; to negleét to ufe the natural means that are in our power, 
and truft intirely.to vows and prayers,.is only to tempt-providence, 
and increafe, the evil. ‘ : : 

19 Lf will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they faall follew 
them.] Sure of all the infatuation that ever poffefied the Egyptians, 
this was tke ftrongeft, that they fhould venture to purfue the Ifrael- 
ites, when they faw, or might have feen, the fea opening her bofom 
to give them.a-paffage; an evident proof that they were.ander the 
protection of, the Gad of nature, whofe voice that. unruly element 
was thus,mirgculoufly made to obey. .. . sO 

I still grr inte. Boricur, &.] ice. My power and my juttice fhall 
be magnifréd ind rendered more, con{picuous in the eyes of the world, 
by means of their miractilous deftruction. 

- 21 Ande Lord caufed the feaio' go back, &c.] The Plalmift, lxxvii. 
316, gives us a moft beautiful and poetical defcription of this miracles 
by repreferiting the waters ftruck with amazement at the fight of 
God, and ‘ftarting back in awe of his.majefty : “The waters faw 
thee, O-God, the’ waters faw thee, -they were afraid : the depths 
alfo were troubled.” begin : 2 
24, The Lord looked upon the bof of the Egyptians] "The Lordjooked 
upon them’ in anger, he viewed thein ‘with the marks of his difplea- 


’ faréd, by ‘confounding and ‘baffling their méafures. 


Through the pillar of fire, and of the cloud] . Before, the cloudy part 
of the pillar liad been towards 'the Egyptians; but it.feems. probable 
to fthagine, that’ thd’ dther fide wae now tured towards them, and 
confounded them with its amazing brightnefs. 

) And tedubled' Be" boff of the Egyptians.) Which was done ejther by. 
the glorious {pféridour’iffuing. from the pillar of the cloud flahhing 
in their fates o¥,< bya ‘dreadful tempeft, with thunder ‘and hail- 


ftones thor from the cloud, which put them into the greateft difor- |: : 
; ‘| fentence, * My father’s God, and I will exalt hi:n.” 


der “compare Pate luxvii. 17. | 
_ 25 And tok Of their ‘charict wheels, &c.] ‘The lightning and tempeft 
deftroyed feveral oftheir wheels, : 


“27 The fen revursed-to his firength, &c.] This enormous mafs of |! 


wagers, which had been fufpended by the power of God, had now }: ‘i 
’ pen y the po > - [}'God, was the work of thy divine power, which is magnified for the 


gx And the people feared the Lord, &e.] For fome time this great { ] overtHrow of fuch adverfaries. 


fill-{cope given’ to.jts impetuous fury. 


. miracle filled their minds with awful ideas of God; but thefe were 


‘ immediately defaced by the fir preflure of a difficulty; and this 


EXODUS. 






















morning appeared; and.the Egyptians fled againft 


it; and the Lorp overthrew the Egyptians in the 
midft of the fea. 

28 And the waters returned, and covered the cha- 
riots, and the horfemen, and all the hoft of Pharaoh 
that came into the fea after them; there remained 
not fo much as one of them. 

29 But thechildren of Ifrael walked upon dry land 
in the midft of the fea: and the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand, and on their left. 

30 Thus the Lorn faved Ifrael that day out of the 
hand of the Egyptians ; and Ifrael faw the Egyptians 
dead upon the fea fhore. 

31 And I frael faw that great work which the Lonp 
did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the 
Loxpv,and believed the Lonp,and his fervant Mofes. 


CHAP. XV. 


1 Mofes’ fong. 20 Miriam and the women join init. 22 
The people want water. 23 Ihe waters at Murah are 
bitter ; atree fweeteneth them. 27 Thuyremove to Elim. 


oo fang Moles and the children of Ifrael this 
: fong unto the Lorp, and fpake, faying, I will 
fing untothe Lorn, forhe hath triumphed glorioufly : 
the horfe and his rider hath he thrown into the fea. 

2 The Lorpis my ftrength and fong, and he is 
become my falvation: he is my God, and I will pre- 
pare him an habitation; my father’s God, andi 
will exalt him. : 

3 The Lornésa man of war: the Lornzs his name. 

4 Pharach’s chariots and his hoft hath he caft into 
the fea: his chofen captains alfo are drowned in the 
Red fea, 

5 The depths have covered them: 
the bottom as a ftonc. 

6 Thy right hand, O Lorn, is become glorious in 
power: thy right hand, O Loko, hath dafhed,to 
pieces the enemy. 

7 Andin thegreatnefs of thine excellency thou haft 
overthrown them that rofe up againft thee: thou fent- 
eftforth thy wrath, which confumed themas ftubble. 


8 And with the blaft of thy noftrils the waters were 
gathered 


‘they fank into 


RS 
temporary-fit of religion turned into infidelity towards God, and 
impatient murmurings againft their leader. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 


This chapter reprefents tous the blindnefs and ftubbornnefs of the 
_ king of Egypt, who, after all the plagues wherewith God had 
{mitten him, obftinately purfued the people of Hrael ; the wonderful 
deliverance that God wrought for that people, in making them 
pafs on foot through the Red fea; and the total deitruction of Pha- 
raoh, who perifhed in the waters of the faid fea. In this hiftory we 
are to obferve very, attentively on one fide what obftinate finners, 
. are.capable of; and with what blindnefs and fury they haften to 
their ruin; on the other hand, the mighty power that God dif-. 
..plays for the deliverance of his children;. and the deftruction of 
_ Ais enemies, .. we os ' 
_.. EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 
"1. Then Jang Mifes, &c.] The fong of Mofes is the moft ancient 
piece of poetry in the world: but in what kind of meafure it is 
compofed, is not eafy to determine ; nor is this of any great confe- 
quence, fince every competent judge muft own, that it contains fome~ 
thing, much, more effential to-poetry, elevation of {entiment, and lof- 


| tinefs of expreffion ; and is an inftance of the true ufe to which po- 


etry ought to be. applied, 
his glorious works. ‘ 2 ; f 

2 The Lord is my frength and foxg, and he is become my falvation.] ite 
The Lord.is my powerful prote¢tor, the object of my pzmife, the 
author of my fafety, and glorious deliverance. . : 


He is ny God, and I will prepare bim an habitation, 


namely, to fing the,praife of God, and 


&e.] Tt would 


'T be better if rendered, He is my God, and I will honour him ; my 
-f father’s God, and I will exalt him. 


For the origiaal word has two 
fenfes; to build one a comely dwelling, and, to honour ; the latter. 
of which is preferable here, as it anfwers to the other member of the. 


3 The Lord is a man of war, &c.] It isin the Arabic, The Lord 


‘is mighty in war; which is much more elegant than the prefent 
-tranflation. 


6 Thy right hand, O Lord, is become glorious, &c.J] i.¢. This, O 


8 With the blaft tiy noftriis.} This is‘a poeti al expreffion for the 


-wind, which blew vehemently by order of the Almighty. Ititrongly 


marks 


Mofes’ fong of praife and triumph. 


Before 
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The waiters of Marah are bitter. 


Before gathered together, the floods ftood upright as an{|not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: meters 
on heap, and the depths were congealed in the. heart]] therefore the name of it was called Marah. ee 
. of the fea. 24 And the people murmured againft Mofes, fay-' 


_ in peaceful fociety, like a flock, to their promifed reft in the land 




















ing, What fhall we drink ? 

25 And he cried unto the Lorn; and the Lorp 
fhewed him a tree, which when he had caft into the 
waters, the waters were made fweet; there he made 
for them a {tatute and an ordinance, and there he 
proved them, 

26 And faid, If thou wilt diligently hearken to 
the voice of the Lorp thy God, and wilt do that 
which is right in his fight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his ftatutes, I will put 
none of thefe difeafes upon thee, which I have 
brought upon the Egyptians: for I am the Lorp 
that healeth thee. - 

27 I And they came to Elim, where were twelve 
wells of waters, and threefcore and ten palm trees: 
and they encamped there by the waters. 


C H A P, XVI. 


1 The Ifraelites come to Sin, and murmur for want of 
bread. 4 God promifeth them bread and flefh from 
heaven. 13 Quails and mannacare fent. 16 The 
ordering of the manna. 22 A double provifion of it is 
made on the fixth day. 27 None to be found on the 
Sabbath. 32 An omer of it is preferved. ; 

N D they took their journey from Elim, and all 

the congregation of the children of Ifrael came 

unto the wildernefs of Sin, which zs between Elim 

and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the fecond month 
after their departing out of the land of Egypt. 

2 And the. whole congregation of the children of 
{Ifrael murmured againft Mofes and Aaron in the 
wildernefs : 

3 And the children of Ifrael faid unto them, 
Would to God we had died by the hand of the Lorp 
in the land of Egypt, when we {at by the fleth pots, 
and when we did eat bread to the full: for ye have 
brought us forth into this wildernefs, to kill this 
whole affembly with hunger. 

4 ( Then faid the Lorp unto Mofes, Behold, I 
will rain bread from heaven for you; and the peo- 
ple fhall go. out and gather a certain rate every day, 
that I may prove them, whether they will walk in 
my law, or no. a 

5. And it fhall come to pafs, that on the fixth day 
they fhall prepare ¢hat which they bring in; and it 
fhall be twice as much as they gather daily. 

. _ 6 And 


g The enemy faid, I will purfue, I will overtake, 
I will divide the fpoil; my luft fhall be fatisfied 
upon them: I will draw my fword, my hand.fhall de- 
ftroy them. : 

10 Thou didft blow with thy wind, the fea co- 
vered them: they fank as lead in the mighty 
‘waters. 

11 Who is like unto thee, O Lorp, among the 
gods? who-zs like thee, glorious in holinefs, fearful 
zz praifes, doing wonders? 

12 Thou ftretchedft out thy right hand, the earth 
{wallowed them. : 

13 Thou in thy mercy haft led forth the people 
which thou haft redeemed: thou haft guidgd them in 
thy ftrength unto thy holy habitation. 

14 Thy people fhall hear, and be afraid: forrow 
fhall take hold on the inhabitants of Paleftina. 

15 Then the dukes of Edom fhall be amazed; 
the mighty men of Moab, trembling fhall take hold 
upon them; all the inhabitants of Canaan fhall mele: 
away. : 

16 Fear and dread fhall fall upon them; by the 
greatnefs of thine arm they fhall be as {till asa ftone; 
till thy people pafs over, O Lorp, till the people pafs 
over, which thou haft purchafed. / 

17 Thou fhalt bring them in, and plant them in 
the mountain of thine inheritance, in the place, O 
Lorn, which thou haft made for thee to dwell in, zn 
the fanétuary, O Lorn, which thy hands have eftab- 
lifhed. 

18 The Lorp fhall reign for ever and cver. 

rg For the horfe of Pharaoh went in with his 
chariots and with his horfemen into the fea, and the 
Lorp brought again the waters of the fea upon 
them; but the children of Ifrael went on dry land 
in the midft of the fea. 

20% AndMiriam the prophetefs,the filter of Aaron, 
took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went 
out after her with timbrels and with dances. 

21 And Miriam anfwered them, Sing ye to the 
Lorp, for he hath triumphed glorioufly ; the horfe 
and his rider hath he thrown into the fea. 

22 So Mofes brought I frael from the Red fea, and 
they went out in the wildernefs of Shur; and they 
went three days in the wildernefs, and found no water. 

23 And when they came to Marah, they could 





' All now required of them was, to do juftice, love mercy, and walk 
humbly with their God. ‘They were not yet loaded with that yoke 
tof ceremonies which God, -becaufe of the hardnefs of their hearts, 
. thought proper afterwards to lay upon them. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XV. 

! The fong of the children of Ifrael fhould ferve to ftir us up to praife 
the Lord for his favours; but chiefly to be always celebtating the 
mercy and power which he’has made appear in’ our’ rédemption. 
We fhould next refle@ upon the murmurings to.whichithe chil- 
dren of Efrael abandoned themfelves after their deliverance, upon 
their wanting of water: in that we fee the diftruft and ingrati- 
tude of men who’‘can fo foon forget the bleffings 6f<God, and fo 


re LTE 
marks the powcr of God, intimating, that merely by breathing on 
the fea, he had made that unruly element to fly back. The royal 
Pfalmift, xxii. 6. ufes nearly the fame expreffion, when he tells 
us, ‘ That all the hofts of heaven were made by the breath of his 
mouth.” 

9 The enemy [-'t, I will purfue, &c.] i.e. How did’ the enemy 
fwell with :evenge, and feaft upon the hope of fatiating their ma- 
Hice and fury up... us, when God, by one blaft of his difpleafure, 
put a period at once to their lives and expectations! — . : 

1x Who is like unto thee, &c.] ‘Great and powerful Jehovah! 
what cre all the imaginary deities’of the'heathen world, when com- 
pared to thy tranfcendent and infinite perfe€tions! 

1z The earth favallswed them.) ‘The earth received them into 
its capacious bofom, wherein the fea is contained. 

13 Thou baff guided them in thy Aréngth unto thy Lily Tabiiation.} 
Here the Almighty is confidered as a fhepherd, leading his people 


affftance of-the Lord;-who,~notwithftanding- thofe-mnurmurings, 

fpared them, and ceafed not to make them fenfible of the effects 

of-his love. ; : a 

. EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 

2 And the whole congregation of the childeen of Lfracl murmured, &c.] 
Certainly this murmuring was much’ more general than that men- 
tioned in the, preceding-chapter: for there it is only faid, * the 
people murmured ;”” but here‘ the whole congregation.” 

3 Wenuldto Ged we had died, &c,| In other words, Happy would 
it have been for us had we perifhed with the firflborn of Egypt. Is 
this thy gratitude, O Ifrael, tothy God for all his benefits! * O 
Judah, thy goodnefs is like the morning clond, and as the early 
dew it goeth away!” Hofea vi. 4. Surely they might, without any 
high degree of faith, have trufted in God, by whofe command they 
had undertaken that dangerous expedition, that he would not fuffer 
them to die in it by hunger or thirit. : 


of Canaan. - : 

14 Thy people foall bear, &c.] ‘That is, the fame of thefe won- 
ders fhall go before us, ftriking terror into all the people whofe 
countries we are to poffefs, and into fuch as fhall attempt to obftru& 
our paffage thither. , 

17 The mountain of thine inheritance, Sc.) An apparent reference 
to the mountains which ftood within the’ walls of Jerufalem, on one 
of which the temple was built: ‘* He brought ‘them to the border 
of his fan€tuary ; even to the mountain which his right hand had 
purchafed,” Pfala Ixxviti. 54. : 

20 Tok a tundrel in her hand, &c.|)° This was a cuftom from the 
-easlieft ages; to ufe mufical inftruments in the fervice of their 
Maker, efpecially in celebrating the divine praifes, which is the ‘ 
moft fpirited part of worfhip, and indeed the moft ravifhing and 4 The people foall—gather a certain rate every day, &c.| This food 
-exalted employment of a rational being. 


came down in daily fhowers, that they might be kept in a perpe- 
26 Lf thon wilt diligently hearken ta the voice of the Lord thy Ged, &c-] |} tual. and thankful dependence upon providence. 


4 epee ae 


10 Aud 


eafily fall into impatience. We may alfo obferve thercin, the - 


CHAP. XVI. The people murmur for want of bread. 


Quails and manna are fent. 


2 Shee ese G 


EXODUS. 





' No manna found on the Sabbath. 
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6 And Mofes and Aaron faid unto all the children 
of Ifrael, At even, then ye fhall know that the Lorp 
hath brought you out from the land of Egypt: 

7 And in the morning, then ye fhall fee the glory 
of the Lorn; for that he heareth your murmurings 
againft the Lorn: and what are we, that ye mur- 
mur againft us? 

8 And Mofes faid, This fuall be, when the Lorn 
fhall give you in the evening flefh to eat, and in the 
morning bread to the full; for that the Lorn hear- 
eth -your murmurings which ye murmur againft him : 
and what ave we? your murmurings are not againft 
us, but againft the Lorn. 

g And Mofes fpake unto Aaron, Say unto all the. 
cohgregation of the children of Ifrael, Come near 
before the Loxn: for he hath heard your murmur- 
ings. ss 
a6 And it came to pafs, as Aaron fpake unto the 
whole congregation of the children of Ifrael, that 
they looked toward the wildernefs, and, behold, the 
glory of the Lorn appeared in the cloud. 

11 I And the Loxp f{pake unto Mofes, faying, 
12 I have heard the murmurings of the children 


of Ifrael: fpeak unto them, faying, At even ye fhall }, 
eat flefh, and in the morning ye fhal! be filled with], 


bread ;' and ye fhall know that I amthe Lorp your 
God. , 

13 @ And it came to pafs, that at even the quails 
came up, and covered the camp: and in the morn- 
ing the dew lay round about the hoft. 

14 And when the dew that lay was gone up, be- 
hold, upon the face of the wildernefs there lay a 


dmall round thing, as fmall as the hoar froft on the 


ground. 

15 And when the children of Ifrael faw 7, they 
faid one to another, It zs manna: for they wilt not 
what it was. And Mofes faid unto them, This zs 
the bread which the Lorp hath given you to eat. 

16 1 This zs the thing which the Loxn hath com- 
manded, Gather of it every man according to his 
eating,.an omer for every man, according to the num- 
ber of your perfons; take ye every man for them 
which are in his tents. 

17 And the children of Ifrael did fo, and gather- 
ed, fome more, fome Icfs. 

18 And when they did mete z# with an omer, he 
that gathered much had nothing over, and he that 
gathered I:ttle had no lack; they gathered every 
man according to his eating. 


1g And Mofes faid, Let no man leave of it till] 


the morning. , 

20 Notwithftanding they hearkened not unto Mo- 
fes ; but’ fome of them left of ‘it until the morning, 
and it bred worms, and ftank: and Mofes was 
wroth with them. ho oF ye 

.21 And they gathered it ¢very morning, every 
man, according to his eating: and when she fun 
waxed hot, it melted. i i 

22. And it came to pafs, that on the fixth day 
they gathered twice, as. much bread, two omers for 


ee 

10 (And, behold, the glory of the Lord, &c;} The Ifraelites were fud- 
denly truck with an unwonted brightmefs from the pillar of the 
cloud. - 

13 Quailt, &c.] Many think it fhould have been tranflated lo- 
cufts, which they apprehend anfwers beft to the circumftances of 
the narration both here and in Mums. xi, 31. 

15 It is manna, &e.} ‘The people took it for common manna 
from its refembling it; though it was, in reality, a very different 
thing: the common manna is hardened by the heat of the fun, 
whereas this melted and flowed away in ftreams. : 

23 To morrow is the ref, &c.} Hence it feems reafonable to con- 
clude, that reft on the fabbath was now firft appointed: that how- 
ever seligioufly they might have cbferved a day in feven before, in 
memory of the fix days creation, yet they did not ceafe from all 
Jabour till now; for in that cafe the rulers of the people would have 
no need to be informed thereof. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
This chapter fhews us the mgratitude of the children of Ifrrel, who, 
after fo many miracles that God had wrought for them, were al- 
3, 





one man: and all the rulers of the congregation _ Before 
2: CHR 


came and told Mofes. 

23 And he faid unto them, This zs that which 
the Lorp hath faid, To morrow is the reft of the 
holy fabbath unto the Lorn: bake that which ye 
will bake to day, and feethe that ye will feethe; and 
that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept 
until the morning. 


24 And they laid it.up till the morning, as Mofes. 


bade: and it did not ftink, neither was there any 
worm therein.. 

‘25 And Mofes faid, Eat that to day; for to day is 
a fabbath unto the Lorn: to day ye fhall not find it 
in the field. 

26 Six days ye fhall gather it; but-on the feventh 
day, which is the fabbath, in it there fhall be none. 

27 I And it came to pafs, that there went out 


fome of the people on the feventh day for to gather, 


and they found none. 

28 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, How long re- 
fufe ye to keep my commandments and my laws? 

29 See, for that the Lorp hath given you the fab- 
bath, therefore he giveth you on the fixth day the 
bread of two days: abide ye every man in his place, 
let no man go out of his place on the feventh day. 

30 So the people refted on the feventh day. 

31 And the houfe of Ifrael called the name thereof 


¥ manna: and it was like coriander feed, white: and the 


tafte of it waslike wafers made with honey. 

32 J And Mofes faid, This zs the thing which the 
Lorp commandeth, Fill an omer of it to be kept for 
your generations; that they may fee the bread where- 
with I have fed you in the wildernefs, when 1 brought 
you forth from the land of Egypt. 


. 83 And Mofes faid unto Aaron, Take a pot, and , 


put an omer full of manna therein, and lay it up be- 
fore the Lorn, to be kept for your generations. , 

34 As the Lorp commanded Mofes, fo Aaron laid. 
it up before the teftimony, to be kept. 

35 Andthe children of Irael did eat manna forty 
years, until they came to a Jand inhabited; they did 
eat manna, until they came unto the borders of the 
land of Canaan. 

36 Now an omer zs the tenth part of an ephah. 


C H A PP. XVII, . 

1 The people murmur for water at Rephidim, and are fent 
for it by God to the rock in.Horeb. 8 Amalek is over- 
come by the holding up.of Mofes’ hands. 


' vengeance againft Amalek, in token of which Mofes 
buildeth the altar FEHOVA H-niff. 


N D all the congregation of the children of 


Ifrael journeyed from the wildernefs of Sin, 


after their journeys, according to the commandment 
‘of the Lorn, and pitched in Rephidim: and there 
‘was no water for the people to drink. 


2 Wherefore the people did chide with Mofes, 
and faid, Give us water that we may drink. And: 
Moles faid unto them, Why chide ye with nie? where- 
fore do ye tempt the Loxp? 

; 3 And 





ways murmuring againit Mofes, and longing after Egypt, from 

whence they came. One may alfo obferve the goodnefs of God 

for putting a ftop to thofe murmurings, and providing food for 
them, by fending them manna; but what is moft worthy of our 
confideration here, is, that which Jefus Chrift tells us in the gof- 
pel, Yobu vi. that the children of Ifrael did not cat the true bread 
from heaven; that the manna whereof they did ‘eat in the wilder- 
nefs, could not preferve them from death ; whereas in Jefus Chrift 
we have that true bread which came down from heaven, and gives 
us life everlafting. Lect us befeech him to give us always that 
heavenly food, while we are in the wildernefs of this world; and 
let us make a better ufe of it than the Jews did formerly of the 
manna that God gave them. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII 

1 And pitched in Rephidim, &c.] Which was a dry and {andy part 
of the defert, within a march or two of Sinai. 

2 Wherefore do ye tempt the Lord?] In other words, can you be 
fo bafe as to diftruft the power, the goadnefs, the faithfulnefs of 
God, who has fo often and fo miraculoully provided for you. — 

3 dag 


14 God’s | 
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Water brought out of the rock. 
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3 \nd the people thirfted there for water; and the 
people murmuredagainft Mofes,and faid, Wherefore 
ts this éhaé thou haft brought us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our cattle with thirft ? 

4 And Mofes cried unto the Lor», faying, What 
fhall I do unto this people? they be almoft ready to 
{lene me. 

5 And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Go on before 
the people, and take with thee of the elders of 
Ifrael; and thy rod, wherewith thou fmoteft the 
river, take in thine hand, and go. ‘ 

6 Behold, I will ftand before thee there upon the 
rock in Horeb; and thou fhalt fmite the rock, and 
there fhall come water outof it, that the people may 
drink. And Mofes did fo inthe fight of the elders 
of Mrael. 

7 And he called the name of the place Maffah, 
and Meribah, becaufe of the chiding of the children 
of [frac], and becaufe they tempted the Lor», fay- 
ing, Is the Lory amongft us or not ? 

. 84 Then came Amalek, and fought with Ifrael, 
in Rephidim. : 

g And Mofes faid unto Jofhua, Choofe us out 
men, and go out, fight with Amalek: to morrow I 
will ftand on the top of the hill with the rod of God 
in mine hand. 

10 So Jofhua did as Mofes had faid to him, and 
fought with Amalck ; and Mofes, Aaron, and Hur 
went up to the top of the hill. 

11 And it came to pafs, when Mofes held up his 

hand, that Ifrael prevailed: and when he let down 
his hand, Amalek prevailed. 
12 But Mofes’ hands were heavy; and they took 
a fione, and put under him, and he fat thereon ; 
and Aaron and Hur.ftayed up his hands, the one on 
the one fide, and the other on the other fide; and his 
hands were {teady until the going down of the fun. 


13 And Jothua difcomfited Amalek and his peo-f 


ple with the edge of the fword. 
14 4 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Write this 
ov a memorial in a book, and rebearfe z¢in the ears 
of Jofhua: for I will utterly put out the remembrance 

of Amalek from under heaven. 
15 And Mofes built an altar, and called the name 


of it JEHOVAH-nifi : 


EL 
3 Aud the perple thirfied there for water, &c.} For now the water 
they had brought from Elim was fpent; therefore they chid Mofes 
for bringing them into fuch an inconvenient ftation. 
5 Take with thee of the elders of Ifrael, &c.] In order to be wit- 
neffes that thou doft really bring water out of the rock. 

6 1 auill fland before thee there upon the reck.] i.e. The glory of 
the Lord in acloud fhall appear in this place, to ftrengthen thy faith, 
and convince the people of Ifrael that the water is given them bya 
divine power. 

And Mies did fo, &c.] Mofes accordingly fmote the rock, and 
brought water out in fuch plenty, thatit ran down like rivers, Pfalm 
hexviti. 15, 16. It became a continual fountain or ftream of water, 
which rendered this part of Arabia habitable in future ages. ‘T'ra- 
vellers into thefe parts tell us, that at the foot of mount Horeb is a 
monaftery well fupplied with a cool limpid ftream, that flows down 
from the mountain. ‘ 

7 And he called the name—Maffah, and Meribah.] Maffah fignifies 
“temptation,” and Meribah ‘* chiding.” 

ds the Lord among us, ornot 2} i, e. Are weunder his fpecial Pro- 
vidence or proteétion, or are we not ? 

8 Then came Amalek, &c.] Notwithftanding this battle with Ama- 
lek is recorded after the miracle at Horeb, yet it certainly happen- 
ed before it; for itis here faid that they came and fought with If- 
rael, in Rephidim; which circumftance is cleared up, by comparing 
rhis pafflage with Dent, xxv. 18. where we read, that ‘ Amalek 
met, or fell upon them by the way, and fmote the hindmoft of them, 
even all that were feeble, when they were faint and weary 5 that is, 
when they werc fainting with thirft, in their march to Horeb. 

14.1 aul utterly put out theremembranceof Amalck fiom under beaver] 
Now God denounces this heavy doom upon them, to terrify others 
from the like malice. They were partly deftroyed by Saul, David, 
and the children of Simeon, according to the divine menace. 

15 Called the name of it FEHOVAH-nifs.] i.e. Jehovah my 
banner, 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII. 
The miracle wrought by Mofes, in bringing water out of the rock, 

“to allay the thirft, and flop the murmurings of the Lfraelites, 
No. 


qe 


P. XVIILI. 


tion to generation. 


Cc H A PP XvViIt. 


fa Fethro bringcth to Mofes his wife and two fons. 7 Mofes 
entertaincth him. g Fethro bleffeth God for his good- 
nefs to Ifracl. 13 He counfelleth Mofes to provide fit 
perfons, who may affift him in judging the people; his 
counfel zs accepted. 27 Fethro departeth. 


HEN Jethro, the prieft of Midian, Mofes’ 

father in law, heard of all that God had done 
for Mofes, and for Ifrael his people, and that the 
Lorphad brought Ifrael out of Egypt ; 

2 Then Jethro, Mofes’ father in law, took Zip- 
porah, Moles’ wife, after he had fent her back, 

3 And her two fons; of which the name of the 
one was Gerfhom ; for he faid, I have been analien 
ina ftrange land ; 

4 And the name of the other was Eliezer; for the 
God of my father, /aid he, was mine help, and deli- 
vered me from the fword of Pharaoh: 

5 And Jethro, Mofes’ father in law, came with 
his fons and his wife unto Mofes into the wildernefs, 
where he encamped atthe mount of God: 

6 And he faid unto Mofes, I thy father inlaw Je- 
thro am come unto thee, and thy wife, and her two 
fons with her. 

@ And Mofes went out to meet his father in 
law, and did obeifance, and kiffed him; and they 
afked each other of thezr welfare; and they came 
into the tent. 

8 And Mofes told his father in law all that the 
Lokp had done unto Pharaoh and to the Egyptians 
for Ifrael’s fake, and all the travail that hadcomeupon 
‘| chem by the way, and how-the Lorn delivered them. 

gf And Jethro rejoiced forall the goodnefs which 
the Lorn had done to I frael,whom he had delivered 


out of the hand of the Egyptians. 

10 And Jethro faid, Bleffed be the Lorp, who hath 
delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians, and 
}out of the hand of Pharaoh, who hath delivered the 
people from under the hand of the Egyptians. 

11 Now I know that the Lonp 7s greater tham all 

gods = 

a a 

obliges us to refleét upon the incredulity of that people, who were 
always diftrufting the power of God, and rebelling againft Mofes. 
We may alfo obferve the great patience of the Lord, in working 
this new miracle for their fakes. As for their victory over the 
Amalekites, that is an inftance of the juft punifhment of God in- 
fli@ed on the enemies of his people; but we muft particularly 
take notice, that God granted this victory to the prayers of Mo- 
fes. It is anexample whereby we may learn, that calling upon 
the name of God, and perfeverance in prayer, is the moft effec- 
tual way to obtain his affiftance, and to triumph over alli ourene- 
mies, both fpiritual and temporal. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XVII, 

1 ‘Jethro, the pricft of Midian, &c.| Inthe Hebrew it fignifies both 
prince and pricft. That he was the latter, appears from his offering 
facrifice; and there is alfo great reafon to think that he was the 
former- It was no uncommon thing for thefe two officesto be united. 
in the fame perfon. It is very probable that Jethro arrived in the 
camp of Ifrael immediately after the battle with Amalek, though he 
did not give Mofes the advice for the better adminiftration of juitice 
till fome confiderable time after, when God delivered the law from 
mount Sinai. 

2 Took Zipporah, Mofes’ wift, after be bad fent ber back.} We find in 
chap. iv. 26, Mofes fent his wife back from the inn, where her child 
was circumcifed; becaufe, probably, he thought the and her chil- 
dren would live more comfortably at home with her father, than a- 
mong fuch frightful {peétactes of public difafter and terror in Egypt. 

4 Eliezer, &c.] i. e. My God ismine help ; ” to remind him of 
his obligations to God; for protecting him from Pharaoh. 

6 Aud be faid unto Mofer, &c-] It appears from ver. 7. that it was 


a meffage. 
8 dnd Mofesteld his father in Jaw all that the Lord had doxe unto 


Pharaoh, &¢.] It is highly probable from this paffage, that Jethro's 
vifit happened in order of time as here related ; for had it happened 
after the giving of the law, it can hardly be imagined that Mofes 
would have omitted to mention God’s glorious appearance on mount 
Sinai, and the law he had delivered to them. 
11 Nowd know that the Lord is greaier than all god:;]_ Now 
: Bb 
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fully 


Fethro entertained by Mofes. 


16 For he faid, Becaufe the Lorp hath fworn that Before 
the Lorb will have war with Amalek from genera- “y491., 


Sec Fethro’s counfel to Mofes. 
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gods: for in the thing whercin they dealt proudly he 
was above them. 

12 And Jethro, Mofes’ father in law, took a burnt 
offering and facrifices for God: and Aaron came,and 
all the elders of Jfrael, to eat bread with Mofes’ fa- 
ther in law before God. 

13 @ And it came to pafs on the morrow that 
Mofes fat to judge the people: and the people ftood 
by Mofes from the morning unto the evening. 

14 And when Mofes’ father in law fawall that he did 
to the people, he faid, What zs this thing that thou 
doeft tothe people? why fitteft thou thyfelf alone, and 
all the people ftand by thee from morning unto even? 
* a5 And Mofes faid unto his father in law, Becaufe 
the people come unto me to enquire of God: 

- 16 When they have a matter, they comeunto me ; 
and I judge between one and another, and I do make 
them know the ftatutes of God and his laws. 

‘ 17 And Mofes’ father in law faid unto him, The 
thing that thou doeft zs not good. 

18 Thou wilt furely wear away, both thou, and this 
people that zs with thee: for this thing zs too heavy 
for thee; thou art not able to perform it thyfelf 
alone. 

tg Hearken now unto my voice, I will give thee 
counfel, and God fhall be with thee: be thou for the 
people to God-ward, that thou mayeft bring the 
caufes unto God: 

20 And thou fhalt teach them ordinances and 
laws, and fhalt fhew them the way wherein they muft 
walk, and the work that they muft do. 

21 Moreover thou fhalt provide out of all the 
people able men, fuch as fear God, men of truth, 
hating covetoufnefs: and place fuch over them, to be 
rulers of thoufands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of 
fifties, and rulers of tens: 

22 And let them judge the people at all] feafons : 
and it fhall be, that every great matter they fhall 
bring unto thee, but every fmall matter they fhali 
jadge: fo fhall it be eafier for thyfelf, and they fhall 
bear the burden with thee. 

23 If thou fhalt do this thing, and God command 
thee fo, then thou fhalt be able to endure, and all this 
people fhall alfo go to their place in peace. 





fully perfuaded that Jehovah, the God whom the Ifraclites adore, is 
greater than all the gods of Egypt, or of any other nation. 

Lior in the thing wherein thry dealt proudly be was above them.| The 
Lord fhewed himfelf fuperior to all gods, by confounding the 
Egyptians; even when, prefuming on the affiftance of their gods, they 
proudly threatened the ruin of the Ifraelites. 

12 Toeathread|] i.e. ‘Yo partake of the facrifice that had.been 
offered, for this comprehends the whole meal, as in other places. 

Before God] i. e. Before the divine prefence appeared in the cloud. 
Or it may be underftood in general, that they behaved ina religious 
manner under the impreffion of the divine prefence, as it is faid of 
Daniel, that ‘‘he gave thanks in his houfe before God,” chap.vi.so. 

15 Come—to enguire of God.| Mofes in particular cafes, confulted 
the oracle of God, and received from heaven an anfwer by an au- 
dible voice. ‘ 

19 Be theu for the people to God-ward, that thou mayeft bring the caufes 
unto Ged.] i. c. Do thou interpret the mind of God to the people, 
and bring thecaufes of the people to God. Jethro here defires Mofes 
to confine himfelf to his proper offices, as a prophet ; for the pro- 
phets had a double promife, to reveal the will of God to the people, 
and to reprefent their caufes to Ged, and fometimes to afk counfel 
at his oracle. 

21 Rulers of thoufands, &c.] It feems thefe feveral courts of judi- 
cature have been duly fubordinate to each other; fo that caufes, 
which could not be decided by the “decurio,” or judge of ten, were 
brought before the judge of fifty, and fo on, till they frequently came 

before Mofes, whofe bufinefs it was to lay them before God. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII. 


We hear, in the firft place, that Jethro, the father in law of Mofes, 
came to fee him, not only to bring him his wife and children, but 
chiefly to rejoice with him, and with all the people, upon God’s 
delivering them from the bondage of Egypt. This example of 
piety and charitv fhould excite us to fhare in the good that hap- 
pens to our brethren, and efpecially to rejoice when the glory of 
God is promoted, and when he caufes his power and juftice to 
appear in the eyes ofall the world. Secondly, That which is faid 
in this chapter concerning the eftablifhment of judges and magif- 


trares, and the qualities they ought to have, isa leffon, firtt, to J. 


EXODUS. 
























The people come to Sinat. 


24 So Mofes hearkened to the voice of his father Before 
CHRIST 


in law, and did all that he had faid. 

25 And Mofes chofe able men out of all Ifrael, and 
made them headsoverthe people,rulers of thoufands, 
rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 

26 And they judged the pcople at all feafons : 
the hard caufes they brought unto Mofes, but every 
fmall matter they judged themfelves. 

27 And Mofes let his father in law dcpart ; and 
he went his way into his own land. 

CHAP. XIX. 

1 The people come to Sinai. 3 God’s meffage nto the pro- 
ple out of the mount. 7 Mofes delrvereth it, and re~ 
turneth the people’s anfwer. 10 The people are ordered 
to Le prepared againft the third day ; the mounigin is not 
tobe touched, 14 The people are fanilified. 16 The 
fearful prefence of God upon the mount. 

N the third month, when the children of Ifrael 

were gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the 
fame day came they into the wildernefs of Sinai. 

2 For they weredeparted from Rephidim,and were 
come éo the defertof Sinai,and had pitched in the wil- 
dernefs; and there Ifracl camped before the mount. 

3 LTAnd Mofes went up unto God, and the Lorp 
called unto him out of the mountain, faying, Thus 
fhalt thou fay to the houfe of Jacob, and tell the 
children of Ifrael ; 

4 Yehave feen what I did unto the Egyptians, 


and how I bare you on eagle’s wings, and brought 


you unto my felf. 

5 Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, 
and keep my covenant,then ye fhall beapeculiartrea— 
fure untomeabove all people: for all the carthzs mine: 

6 And ye fhall be unto me a kingdom of priefts, 
and an holy nation. Thefe are the words which thou 
fhalt fpeak unto the children of Ifract. 

7 @ And Mofes came and called for the elders of 
the people, and laid before their faces all thefe words 
which the Lorp commanded him. 

8 And all the people anfwered together, and faid, 
All that the Lorp hath fpoken we will do. And Mofes 
returned the words of the people unto the Lorp. 

g And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Lu, I come unto 
thee in a thick cloud,that the people may hear when F 
fpeak 








thofe who are in civil employments, to teach them to difcharge 
them with diligence and integrity; to be perfons fearing God, 
virtuous, juft, and, above all, difintercftcd, and far from filthy 
Jucre. In the next place, we ought all to acknowledge of how 
great cenfequencc it is that there fhould be magiftrates, for the 
producing of order in focieties ; that their citablifhment comes 
from God ; and that every body ought to fubmitto them. 


EXPLAN ATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIX. 


3 And Mifes wert up unto Ged, &c.] Mofes afeended the mountain, 
the fymbol of the divine prefence having refted thereupon. 

4 How L bare yor on eagles wings, &e.| This bird is remarkable 
for foaring high, even above the clouds, where neither rains nor 
fnows face, no thunders break, but the air is always calm and ferene. 
The meaning thercof is, that they had paffed the fea, and efeaped 
the greateft dangers from their enemies, as if they had been borne 
aloft on cagles’ wings. 

5 Lfye will obey my vcice] Thus it appears that national virtue 
and a pious obedience to the will of God, was the unalterable con- 
dition on which the divine protection, and all the other national 
bleflings were promifed to this people. 

A peculiar treafure unto me, &c.] i.e. You fhall be the objects of 
my peculiar care, as jewels and valuable treafure are of kings. LL 
will eftablifh my kingdom among you, with fuch laws as fhall nor 
only diftinguifh you from all other nations, but make you fuperior. 

6 And ye foall be tome a kingdom of priefs.] i.e. As facred, and 
therefore as dear to God, as if they were all priefts, not in name 
only, but fuch as live fuitably to their profeilion. 

An holy nation, &c-] That is, a nation that fhall exhibit fhining 
examples of piety and goodnefs to a degenerate world. 

8 AM that the Lord hath fpoken we unll da, Sc.) Now they con- 
fent to have God for their king, and promife to be obediemt to his 
laws. And then they became the fubjects of the divine government 
in a peculiar fenfe ; the theocracy, therefore, fo famous inthe Jewifh 
hiftory, had now its beginning. ; : 

9 dna thick cloud, &e.} The voice of God was delivered out of the 
middt of the fire, which bumte the mountain: in allufion to which, 
God is often, in feripture, called ‘¢a confuming fire.”” But with re- 
fpect to the people, clouds and darkn:{swere round about him. 
19 Go 
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2t And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Go ‘dawn, Before 
charge the people, left they break through unto the CURES 
Lorp to gaze, and many of them perifh. 

22 And let the priefts alfo, which come nearto the 
Lonp, fanétify themfelves, left the Lorp break forth 
upon them. 

23 And Mofesfaid unto the Lorp,The people can- 
not come up to mount Sinai: for thou chargedft us, 
faying, Set bounds about the monnt, and fanétify it. 

24 And the Lorn faid unto him, Away, get thee 
down, and thou fhalt come up, thou, and Aaron with 
thee: but let not the priefts and the people break 
through to come up unto the Lorn; left he break 
forth upon them. . 

25 So Mofes went down unto the people, and 
{pake unto them. , 

/ 






















. Before fpeak with thee, and believe thee for ever. And 
CHRIST Mofes told the words of the people unto the Lorn. 
ae 10 @ And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Go unto the 
people, and fan€tify themto day and to morrow, and 

let them wath their clothes,” 

11 And be ready againit the third day: for the 
third day the Lorn will come down in the fight of 
all the people upon mount Sinai. 6 

12 And thou fhalt fet bounds unto the people round 
about, faying, Take heed to yourfelves, that ye go not 
up into the mount, or touch the border of it: whofo- 
ever toucheth the mount fhall be furely put to death: 

13 There fhall not an hand touch it, but he fhall 
furely be ftloned, or fhot through; whether 7¢ be beaft 
or man, itfhall not live: when the trumpet foundeth 
long, they fhall come up to the mount. 

14 J And Mofes went down from the mount unto 
the people, and fanftified the people: and they wafhed 
their clothes. 

15 Andhe faid unto the people, Be ready againft 
the third day : come not at you wives. 

16 @ And it came to pafs on the third day in the 
morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, 
and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of | 
the trumpet exceeding loud; fo that all the people 
‘that was in the camp trembled. 

_ 17 And Mofes brought forth the people out of the 
camp to meet with God; and thcy ftood at the 
nether part of the mount. | 

18 And mount Sinai was altogether ona fimoke, 
becaufe the Lorp defcended: upon it in fire: and 
the fmoke thereof afcended asthe fmoke ofa fur- 
nace, and the whole mount quaked greatly. 

1g And when the voice of the trumpet founded 
long, and waxed louder and louder, Mofes fpake, 
and God anfwered him by a voice. f 

20 And the Lorp came down upon mount Sinai, 
on the top ofthe mount: andthe Lorp called Mofes 
up to the top of the mount; and Mofes went up. 


C H A P. AX. 


1 The ten commandments. 3 The firfttable. 12 The 
Jecond table. 18 The people are afraid ; Mofcs com~ 
Sorteth then. 22 Idolatry is forbidden. 24 Direétions 
concerning building analiar of earth, and altars of ftone. 


poe God fpake all thefe words, faying, 

2 I am the Lory thy God, which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt,and out of the houfe 
of bondage. . 

3 G Thou fhalt have no other gods before me. 

4 Thou fhale not make unto thee any graven 
image, or any likenefs of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or thatzs in the earth beneath, or that 7s in 
the water under the earth: 

§ Thou fhaft not bow down thyfelf to them, nor 
ferve them: for [ the Lorn thy God-am a jealous 
God, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth Generation of 
them that haté me; 

6 And fhewing mercy unto thoufands of them that 
love me, and keep my commandments. 

7 Thou 


A 
10 Go unto the perple and fan&ify them to day and to morrow.| The 
people were to purify themfelves from all uncleannefs; to abftract 
their minds from the world, by a ceffation from their ordinary em- 
ployments, by prayer and fafting, and by abftinence from even law- 
ful paftimes. 

13 Th re foall not an hand touch it, &e.] Which fevere order was 
given to imprefs the minds of a ftiffnecked people with a profound 
veneration for the author of their laws. The words fhould have 
been rendered, Let not a hand touch him; referring to the perfon 
who fhould dare to venture within the confecrated bounds; a crime 
which they fhould look upon with fuch deteftation, that they fhould 
infantaneoufly ftone or fhoot the offender. 

18 Becaufe the Lord d:ftendrd upon it iv frre] The great and divine 
majefty defcended in a cloud with a glorious retinue of angels, who 
appeared like flames of fire, as Mofes himfelf fcems to expound it, 
*¢ He came with ten thoufands of faints; from his right hand went 
a fiery law for them,” Deut. xxxili, 2. 

And the whole mount quaked greatly| The Pfalmift alludes to this 
when he fays, ** The earth fhook, the heavens alfo dropped at the 
prefence of God, the God of Ifrael,’”? Palm Ixviii. 8. 

20 Aud the Lord called Mifes up, &c.}_Mofes was called up to the 
very place where the Shechinah or divine glory was, and entered 
into the midft of the cloud, where God is faid to have fpoken to 
him face to face, as a man fpeaketh to his friend, chap. xxxiii. ra. 
fo bithop Patrick undertlands it: but it appears, from chap, xx. 21. 
compared with Deut. v. 4, 5, that even Mofes himfelf was not per- 
mitted to enter within the cloud of glory, but only drew near to the 
thick darknefs with which it was encompaffed, and fo ftood between 
Jchovah or the divine prefence and the people. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


What is chiefly to be obferved in this chapter, is, that the firft 
thing God did, after delivering his people out of Egypt, was to 
engage them to fear him, and to make laws for them; to which 
purpofe, he dirctted them to fanctify themfelves, that they might 
hear the publication of the ten commandments, when he came 
down upon mount Sinai, ina dreadful appearance. The inflruc- 
tion that we ought to draw from thence. is, that God has not 
redeemed and chofen us for his prople, but to the end that we : 
fhould ferve him, and reverenve his holy Jaws; and that thofe 
that break them, fhall not efcape his vengeance. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 


1 Aid Ged fpake all thife wards, &c.} i.e. The ten commandments. 
Thefe laws were proclaimed from Mount Sinai, with fuch circum- 
5 


ftances of pomp and terror. as natural means to extort a political 
obedience, more than to raife and improve a religious and moral 
difpofition. - -- - Papers = 

2 Lam ihe Lord thy God which have bright thee ont of the land of 
Egypt, &c.] “The primary words of this fentence, I am the Lord, 
** Lam Jehovah,” contain the reafons for man’s obedience to the 
divine laws, and extend to all rational beings throughout the 
world. 

3, Thi fealt hawe no cther Gods before me.] i.e. In my fight or 
prefence; and God as prefent in all places, ir becomes an abfolute 
prohibition of having any other god. but asthe precept forbids 
the worthip of any other god, fo it alfo commands the worfhip of 
that Being to whom we owe our creation, whom we mui believe 
and acknowledge the parent of the univerfe, and fhould therefore 
hearken to his voice, and obey the dictates of his will only. 

4 Thos foalt uit make unto thee any graven image.) Thuswe fee the 
fin of idolatry is of twokinds; the worfhip of a falfe God forbidden 
in the firft commandment, and the worthip of the true God undera 
falfe reprefentation, forbidden more particularly in this fecond com- 
mandment. 3 E 

Or any likent{s of any thing that is in keaven above] i. e. Thou fhale 
not worhhip the hoft of heaven, the fun, moon, and lars, or any 
imaginary invifible powers in them; neither reprefent God under 
the fimilitude of thefe things; for the whole heavens are the works 
of the Almighty. . . 

Orthat isin the earth beneath] i.e. Thou fhalt not reprefent the 
Almighty under the fimilitude of a man or beaft, or pay divine 
honours to any creature whatfoeyer. : 

Or that is in the water, &c.] Pecaufe the Egyptians worfhipped 
the crocodile ; therefore this prohibition was added here, to pre- 
vent the Ifraclites from committing that kind of idolatry. ‘The 
particular defign of the law was, to bring them back to the pure, 
primitive, and fpiritual worfhip of Jehovah. 

5 For I the Lord thy God am ajealus God.| Thus the Ifraelites 
were bound by {pecial ties to worfhip God with fuch unalienable 
affection, asa chafte fpoufe bears to her hufband. And, in purfuance 
of the fame metaphor, God is called a jealous God; that is, his 
unalienable right to our fervices will not fuffer him to bear a rival 
or competitor in his worfhip. ’ 

Vifiung the iniquity of the fathers upon the childres:, &c.] We are 
to underftand by the word “ vifiting’” punifhing with fignal judg 
ments. And the true fenfe of it is, that God will punith thetranf- 
greffors of his laws, efpecially the tranfgreffors of this command. 
ment, with fignal judgments, in fuch a manner, that the woeful 
effects thereof fhall reach even to their pofterity, and that for feveral 
generations, 

7 Thos 





Directions concerning altars. 


EXODUS. 


Divine laws and ordinances. 





‘Before 
#HRISTGod in vain; for the Loxp will not hold him guilt- 
"""~ Jefs that taketh his name in vain. 
‘8 Remember the fabbath day, to keep it holy. 
‘ § Six days fhale thou labour, and do all thy work: 

10 But the feventh day is the fabbath of the Lorp 
thy God: x it thou fhalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy fon, nor thy daughter, thy manfervant, nor thy 
maidfervant, nor thy cattle, nor the ftranger that zs 
within thy gates: 

1 For zn fix days the Lorn made. heaven and 
earth, the fea, and all that in them és, and refted the 
feverith day: wherefore the Lorn bleficd the fe- 
venth day, and hallowed it. 

. 12 Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy 
days may be long upon the land which the Lorp 
thy God giveth thee. : 

13 Thou fhalt not kill. 

14. Thou fhalt not commit adultery. 

7. 15 Thou fhalt not fteal. 

16 Thou fhalt not bear falfe witnefs againft thy 
neighbour. : 

17 Thou fhalt not covet thy neighbour's houfe, 
thou fhale not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his 
manfervant, nor his maidfervant, nor his ox, nor his 
als; nor any thing that zs thy neighbour’s. 

18 @ Andall the people faw the thunderings, and 
the lightnings, and the noife of the trumpet, and the 
mountain fmoking: and when the people faw 7, 
they removed, and ftood afar off. 

19 And they faid unto Mofes, Speak thou with us, 
and we will hear: but let not God {peak with us, left 
we die. 

20 And Mofes faid unto the people, Fear not: 
for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may 
be before your faces, that ye fin not. 

21 And the people ftood afar off, and Mofes drew 
near unto the thick darknefs where God was. 

22 Y And the Lor» faid unto Mofes, Thus thou 
fhalt fay unto the children of Ifrael, Ye have feen 
that I have talked with you from heaven. 


eS 

7 Thou foalt nor take the name of the Lord thy God in vain, &c.] A 
general prohibition this againft falfe or vain fwearing, efpecially 
againft the horrid crime of perjury; and in the latter fenfe our 
biefied Saviour himfelf cites this law, Mazz. v. 33. ‘* Ye have heard 
that it hath been faid by them of old time, Thou fhalt not for- 
twear thy elf; fo that the principal thing here forbidden is per- 
jury, or making ufe of the name of God, by way of appeal to him 
as omnifcient, and to whom belongs the final deciffon of all cafes 
of equity, in atteftation and fupport of falfhood; a crime repugnant 
to all our ideas of God, and utterly fubverfive of public regularity. 

8 Rerember the fabbath dayy &¢.] That is, remember the day of 
reft, which God hath appointed thee to obferve; for the word 
*¢ fabbath” properly fignifies reft. ‘That we fhould with grateful 
fenfe refle& upon the glorious works of God, efpecially that grand 
and fundamental one, wherein his goodnefs, wifdom, and power, 
are {0 illnitrioufly difplayed, the creation of the world; that we 
Should not be unmindful of the fpecial favours of God, nor fpend 
all our time in taking care of our bodies and the bufinefs of this 
life, but fhould affign a competent portion of time for the relax- 
ation of our mind, and for attending to the concerns of our immor- 
tal fouls. , 

10 The feventh day is the fabbath of the Lord thy God, &c.] i. €- 
‘The feventh day is facred to Jehovah thy God, being that on which 
he refted from his works of creation; we are to perform no works: 
on that facred day but thofe of mercy and neceflity. : 

Ya Refted the feverith day, &e.) This word ** refted’”’ is not to be 
‘andetitoof literally, as if creating the world was any labour to Gad, 
“but the expreffion 1s accommodated to our ideas, and means ceafing. 

12 Honour thy father and thy mother, &c.] Thus our duty to our 
earthly parents is next to that we owe to God. When we reflect 
‘that they ate, under God, the authors of our being; that they 
‘have preferved and fupported us, when it was impoflible for us to 
‘fupport ourfelves; we thall be convinced, that we juftly owe them 
‘the filial duty which thiscommandment requires. ; 

1.3 Then foalt net dill] "Thefe words are better rendered, in an 
old tranflation ufed in the communion fervice of the eftablithed 


cehurch, <¢ Thou fhalt do no murder;” for the life of a man may 


te taken away without committing murder, or being guilty of 
bresking the commandment, in Ge», ix. 6. ‘* Whofo fheddeth man’s 
blood, by man fhall his blood be fhed. 
14: Thox foale not commit adulery.| Adultery is a crime of the 
dsepett dye; ie is a vivlation of the mof facred bond of all fo- 
2 : 






‘Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lorn thy |. 


















23 Ye fhall not make with me gods of filver, nei- 
ther fhall ye make ufe of gods of gold. 

24 § An altar of earth thou fhalt make unto me, 
and fhalt facrifice thercon thy burnt offerings, and 
thy peace offerings, thy fheep, and thine oxen: in 
all places where I record my name I will come unto 
thee, and I will blefs thee. : 

25 And ifthou wilt make me an altar of ftone, 


thou fhalt not build it of hewn ftone: forif thou lift . 


up thy tool upon it, thou haft polluted it. 
26 Neither fhalt thou go up by fteps unto mine 
altar, that thy nakednefs be not difcovered thereon. 


CHAP. XXI, 


1 Laws concerning the releafe of menfervants, and con~ 
cerning the fervant whofe ear is bored ; 7 concerning 
womenfervants ; 12 murder and manflaughter ; 15 


parents ; 18 fmiting wethout lofs of life; 20 fmiting 
of fervants to death; 22 a hurt by chance to a woman 
wth child ; the lofs of a fervant’s eye or tooth ; 28 an 
ox that goreth a man or woman; 33 harm occafoned 
by leaving a pit uncovered ; 35 or by one man’s ox 
hurting the ox of another man. 


Neo thefe are the judgments which thou fhalt 
fet before them. 

2 Ifthoubuy an Hebrew fervant, fix years he fhall 
férve: and in the feventh he fhall go out free for 
nothing. 

If he came in by himfelf, he fhall go out by 
himfelf: if he were married, then his wite fhall go 
out with him. 

4 If his mafter have given him a wife, and fhe 


have borne him fons or daughters; the wife and 


her children fhall be her mafter’s, and he fhall go 
out by himfelf. : 

5 And if the fervant fhall plainly fay, I love my 
matter, my wife, and my children; I will not go out 
free: 

6 Then his mafterfhal] bring him unto thejudges:he 

fhall 





ciety, upon which the happinefs of mankind more immediately 
and exprefsly depends: it fows the feed of implacable diffention 
between families, and diffolves the friendthip of the moft intimate 


acquaintance. . 
15 Thou foalt not fieal.| "The great bond of human fociety is 


juftice; take away this, and mankind will no longer be diftinguifh- 


ed from the wild beafts of the foreits, where the weakeft are de~ 
voured by the ftrongeft. 

16 Thou foalt nat bear falfe witneft again thy neighbour.| Next 
to the life and property of our neighbour, there is nothing, gene- 
rally, dearer to man than their reputation or good name: nay, it 
has been accounted more valuable than life itfelf’in many cafes. 

17 Thou foalt not covet, &c.] Fiis precept is intended to pro- 
hibit all unjutt defires or appetites, and confequently itrikes at the 
root of all evil difpofitions. 

24 Analtar of earth foclt thor make unto me.) i.e. An altar 
of plain turfs, which could eafily be had in the wildernefs, and 
therefore moft proper for the Ifraelites in their wandering fituation, 

2g If thou wilt make me au attar, &e.] i. e. If thou wilt ereé&t an 
altar of ftone, the whole ftructure mutt be as plain and fimple as pof- 
fible: toconvincea grofs people it was not the coftlinefs of the ma~ 
terials, nor the external modes and forms of worfhip that God re- 
garded, but the devotion of the mind with which it wasaccompanied. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXI. 
We have heard the ten commandments which God formerly pub- 

Jifhed from his own mouth. We areto confider, firft, ‘That thefe 

commandments concern us as well as the Jews, for our Saviour, 

as he fays himfelf, Agarr. v. ** came not to abolifh but to fulfil the 
law.”? Secondly, That this law does not only forbid actual fins, 
nor regulate our ations alone, but even our thoughts and defires, 
and that God will judge us all by this law, as it is explained in 
the gofpel. Thirdly, The dread that came upon the Ifraelites 
when God publifhed his Taw, fhould put us in mind of the warn- 
ing of St. Paul, Heb. xii. 18—28. which fee. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 

1 Now thefe are the judgments] After the chief heads of the moral 
Jaw were thus folemnly given, Mofes was commanded to preferibe 
feveral other particular laws concerning the judicial and civil go- 
vernment of the civil ftate, the rights between man and man, and 
thofe relating to the ceremonial parts of worfhip under the Jewifh 
difpenfation. 
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hall alfo bring him to the door, or unto the door, 


poft; and his mafter fhall bore his ear through with 
an awl; andhe fhall ferve him for ever. 

7 4 And ifa man fell his daughter t6 be.a maid— 
fervant, fhe fhall not go out as the menfervants do. 

8 If the pleafe not her mafter, who hath betrothed 
her to himfelf, then fhall he let her be redeemed : to 
fell her untoa ftrange naticn he fhall have no power, 
feeing he hath dealt deceitfully with her. 

9 And if- he hath betrothed her unto his fon, he 
fhall deal with her after the manner of daughters. 

10 If he take him another wife; her food, her rai- 
ment,and her duty of marriage, fhall he not diminihh. 


11 And ifhe do not thefe three unto her, then fhall } 


fhe go out free without money. 
12 Y He that fmiteth a man, fo that he die, fhall be 
furely put to death. 


13 And ifa man lie not in wait, but God deliver 


him into his hand; then I will appoint thee a place 
whither he fhall flee. i 

14 But if a man come prefumptuoufly upon his 
neighbour, to flay him with guile; thou fhalt take 
him from mine altar that he may die. 

15 And he that fmiteth his father; orhis mother, 
fhall be furely put to death. 

16 TAnd he that ftealeth a man, and felleth him, 
or if he be found in his hand, he fhall be furely put 
ro death. . 

17 @ And he that curfeth his father, or his mother, 
fhall furely be put to death. 

18 9 And if men ftrive together, and one {mite 
another with a ftone, or with is fift,'and he die not, 
but keepeth his bed: 

ig If he rife again,and walk abroad upon his ftaff, 
then fhall he that fmote Aim be quit: only he fhall pay 
for the lofs of his time, and fhall caufe Aim to be 
thoroughly healed. : 

20 @ And ifa man {mite his fervant, or his maid, 
with a rod, and he die under his hand; he fhall be 
furely punifhed. 

zt Notwithftanding, if he continue a day or two, 
he fhall not be punifhed: for he zs his money. 

22 G1f men ftrive, and hurt a woman with child, 


fo that her fruit depart from her, and yet no mifchief 


follow: he fhall be furely punifhed, according as the 
woman’s hu fband will lay upon him; and he fhall pay 
as the judges determine. : 

23 And if any mifchief follow, then thou fhalt give 
life for life, - 

24 Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot, 

25 Burning for burning, wound for wound, ftripe 
for ftripe. 





6 Bore hisear] Inorder to thew his obligation to hearken, and 


obcy his mafter’s commands. ; 
Shall ferve him for ever] ‘That is, tillthe year of Jubilee fets him 
free of courfe, or till his mafter’s death. 


9 She foall not go out as the men-fervants do.] ‘The real meaning of 
this paflage feems to be this: that if a father, through extreme po- } 


verty, is obliged to fell his daughter for 4 maid-fervant, fhe thail be 
treated in a different manner from thofe who have been fold by the 
judges, and obtain her freedom on terms'much edfier. 


° g After the manner of daughters.| That is, he thal! portion her as § 


one of his daughters. 

10 Lf be take him another ewife, her food, her raiment, and Ler duty of 
mavriage, &c.| i.e. if after the fon had married her, he took ano- 
ther wife befides, he was ftill to perform ‘to this all the duties of 
marringe, namely, give hér food and-raiment, and,, at certain times 


(which were determined by law) to cohabit with-her as her hufband. §} 
’ 14. Thacfealt rake bin from mine altar that he may die.} Becaufe to ff 
make the altar a’ place of refuge for voluntary crimes, would be ro 


make piety a fereen for wickednefé, and Ged a patron of iniquity : 
hence we fee how direétly contrary to the divine law the papifts a@, 
wtio make their charches afylumis for the moft atrocious criminals. 

20 Ifa man sraite his fervant, &c.) i. €. whoever beats a fervant, 
or fave (though a Gentile) fo that he die under his Kand, he’ fhall 
Ge'treated'as‘a'nturderer: : Ge uhe eRats s 

23.Lf any mifchief fllow, &e.], i.e. Ifthe child was formed and 
alive; thew tft thal’ beghven for life. ; ; 

zo Ifthe fmite out. bis wtan-fervanr’s testh, &c.] In order to check 
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the eye of his maid, that it perifh ; he fhall let him 
go free for his eye’s fake. : 
27 And ifhe {mite out his manfervant’s tooth, he 
fhall let him go frec for his tooth’s fake. \, 
28 4 And if an ox gore a man ora woman, that 
they die: then the ox fhall be furely ftoned, and his 
flefh fhall not be eaten: but the owner of the ox 


| fhall be quit. 


29 But if the ox were wont to pufh with his horn 
in time paft, and it hath been teftified to his owner, 
and he hath not kept him in, but that he hath killed 
a man or a woman; the ox fhall be ftoned, and his 
owner alfo fhall be put to death. ; 

go If there be laid on him a fum of money, then 
he thall give for the ranfom of his life whatfoever 
is laid upon him. 

g1 Whether he have gored a fon, or have gored 
a daughter, according to this judgment fhall it be 
done unto him. 

321f the ox fhall pufh a man-fervant, or a maid- 
fervant; he fhall give unto their mafter thirty fhekels 
of filver, and the ox fhall be ftoned. 

33 4 And if aman fhall open a pit, or if a man 
fhall dig a pit, and not cover it, and an ox or an als 
fall therein ; 

34 The owner of the pit fhall make i¢ good, and 
give money unto the owner of them; and the dead 
beaft thall’ be his. : 

35 ¢ Andif one man’s ox hurt another’s, that he 
die; then fhall they fell the live ox, and divide the 
money of it; and the dead ox alfo fhall they divide. 

36 Or if it be known that the ox hath ufed to 
pufh in time paft, and his owner hath not kept him 
in; he fhall furely pay ox for ox; and the dead 
fhall be his own. 


CHAP. XXII. 


1 Laws concerning theft; 5 damage; 7 trufts, and tref- 

paffes in cafe of oe 14 hartevine s tees 

18 witchcraft; 19 beftiality; 20 idolatry; 21 op~ 

. preffing of firangers, the widow, or fatherlefs; 25 ufury 

and pledges; 28 reverence to magiftrates; 29 firft 
fruits ; 31 eating torn flef/h. 


F a man fhall fteal an ox, or a fheep, and kill it, 
or fell it ; he fhall reftore five oxen for an ox, 
and four fheep for a fheep. A 

2 Ifa thief be found breaking up, and be {mitten 
that he die, there /hall no blood 4e /hed for him. 
3 Ifthe fun be rifen upon him, there /haH be er 
. Me 


the cruelty of tyrannical matters, the legiflature mercifully ordains, 
that a matter fhalllofethe fervice of his flave, not only for depriv- 





‘ing him ofan eye but even of a tooth, 


33 Ufa man foall open a pit, &c.| In thofe hot countries it was a 
common practice to dig for fprings, and make large pits or cifterns 
as receptacles for rain water, which if left uncovered, cattle might. 
cafily fallinto thein. : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XX 


From this chapter we may gather that thofe who ftrike or wound 


their neighbours ought not to go unpurifhed. Secondly, That thofe’ 
who occafion any evil or mifchief to another, whether willingly 
or accidentally, fhould bear the penalty, and make reparation for. 
it. Thirdly, that although flavery obtained among the Jews, God 
did not intend thereby that they fhould treat ther flayes cruelly, * 
as moft other people did ; from whence it appears, that Chriftian 

fhould ufe yet more gentlenefs towards their fervants. oa 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXIL 
2 Uf a ‘thief be found, &c.] Notwithftanding, this permiffion of 


killing the perfon who attempts our houfes in-the night-time, when 


the world is buried in fleep and darknefs, yet we ought to be careful | 


$n making ufe of it; for our confciences: will never acquit us for _ 


taking away the life of a fellow-creature, unlefs we have very good 
reafon to believe that he had a defign upon our own. ; 
3 Uf the fun be rifeny &e.] It being then eafy.to purfue him, and 


call the neighbours to our affiftance. Befides, his coming at thattime _ 


was an indication that he had no defign upon our lives. 
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he have nothing, then he fhall be fold for his theft. 

4 If the theft be certainly found in his hand alive, 
whether it be ox, or afs, or fheep; he fhall reftore 
double. : : 

5 ¢ If a man fhall caufe a field or vineyard to be 
eaten, and fhall put in his beaft, and fhall feed inan- 
other man’s field: ofthe belt of his own field, and of 
the beft of his own vineyard fhall he make reftitution. 

6 If a fire break out, and catch in thorns, fo that 
the ftacks of corn, or the ftanding corn, or-the field, 
be. confumed therewith ; he that kindleth the fire 
fhall furely make reftitution. 

7 9 If aman fhall deliver unto his neighbour mo- 
ney or ftuffto keep, and it be ftolen out of the man’s 
houfe ; if the thief be found, Iet him pay double. 

8 If the thief be not found, then the maftés of the 
houfe fhall be brought unto the judges, ¢o fee whether 
he have put his hand unto his neighbour’s goods. 

For all manner of trefpafs, whether zt be for ox, 
for afs, for fheep, for raiment, ory for any manner of 
loft things, which another challengeth to be his, the 
cafe of both parties fhall come before the judges; 
and whom the judges fhall condemn, he fhall pay 
double unto his neighbour. 

10 Ifa man deliver unto his neighbour an afs, or 
an ox, or a fheep, or any beaft, to keep ; and it die, 
be hurt, or driven away, no man feeing i: 7 

11 Then fhall an oath of the Lorn be between 
them both, that he hath not put his hand unto his 
neighbour’s goods ; and the owner of it fhall accept 
thereof ; and he fhall not make z good. 

12 And if it be ftolen from him,he fhall make ref- 
titution unto the owner thereof. 

13 If it be torn in pieces, then let him bring it for 
witnefs, and he fhall not make good that which was 
torn. 

14 J And if aman borrow aught of his neighbour, 
and it be hurt, or die, the owner thereof éezng not 
with it, he fhall furely make z good. 

15 But ifthe owner thereof be with it, he fhall’not 
make zt good: if it de an hired thing, it came for his 
hire. : 
' 16 Q And if a man entice a maid that is not be- 
trothed, and lie with her, he fhall furely endow her 
to be his wife. 

17 If her father utterly refufe to give her unto 
him, he fhall pay money according to the dowry of 
virgins. 

18% Thou fhalt not fuffer a witch to live. 

19 @ Whofoever lieth with a bealt fhall furely be 
put to death. 





Lf @ fire break cut, &c.1 The chief intention of this law was, to 
make men careful how they lighted fires, even ata diftance from 
corn or buildings; becaufe from fuch praétices often the moit terri- 
ble confequences have enfued. 

. 16 [fa man entice, &C.| It is devoutly to be-withed that this law 
was rcyived in this chriftian country. 

18 Thou foalt not fuffer awitch to live.) The motive for this precept 
18, becaufe all witches, whether real or pretended, were open pro- 
feffors, and prattifers of idolatry, and confequently enemies to the 
Jewith polity and ftate. 

21 Vhou foalt neither vex a firanger nor opprefs him, &e.] Thus 
hofpitality was enjoined to the Jews, asa duty they were ftriGly to 
obferve; for this reafon, becaufe Abraham, and the other patriarchs, 
their forefathers, had been ftrangers and pilgrims, wandering and 
unfettled, and-depending, under Providence, on the hofpitality of 
foreign people. : 

. 25 Thowfealt not be tokim as anufurer, &c] i.e. An exadling cre- 
ditor, urgent and rigid. 

26 By that the fun goeth dowen.] We are told by the Hebrew canons, 
that when one takes a pledge of his neighbour, if he be a poor man, 
and his pledge beathing that he hath need of, it is commanded that 
he reftore the pledge, when he needeth ; he isto reftore him his bed- 
ding at night, chat he may fleep onit; and his working-tools by day 
that he may not neglest his bufinefs; if he docs not reitore the initrn- 
nrent of the day, by day, and the inftrument of the night, at night, 
he tranfgreffeth the law, 

29 Ripe fruits} i.e. Wheat, barley, grapes, figs, dates, olives, and 
pomegranates. , ; : 

_ Liquors, &c.} 4. e. oil and wine. 
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20 4 He that facrificeth unto any god, fave unto 
the Loxp only, he fhall be utterly deftroyed. 

21 { Thou fhaltneither vexa ftranger, nor opprefs 
him: for ye*were flrangers in the land of Egypt. 

22 Ye fhall not affli€t any widow, or fathcrlefs 
child. 

23 If thou affli& them in any wife, and they cry 
at all unto me, I will furely hear their cry ; , 

24 And my wrath fhall wax hot,and I will kill you 
‘with the fword; and your wives fhall be widows, and 
your children fatherlefs. . 

25 Hf thou lend money to any of my. people that 
zs poor by thee, thou fhalt not be to him as an ufur- 
er, neither fhalt thou lay upon him ufury. 

26 @ If thou at all take thy neighbour’s garment 
to pledge, thou fhalt deliver it unto him by that the 
fun goeth down: . 

27 For that zs his covering only, itzs his raiment 
for his fkin: wherein fhall he fleep? and it fhall 
come to pafs, when he crieth unto me, that I will 
hear: for I am gracious. 

28 @ Thou fhalt not revile the gods,nor curfe the 
ruler of thy people. 

zg & Thou fhalt not delay ¢éo offer the firft of thy 
ripe fruits, and of thy liquors: the firft born of thy 
fons fhalt thou give unto me. 

30 Likewife fhalt thou do with thine oxen, and 
with thy fheep: feven days it fhall be with hisdam; 
on the eighth day thou fhalt give it me. 

31 § And ye fhall be holy men untome: neither 
fhall ye eat any flefh that is torn of beafts in the 
field; ye fhall caft it to the dogs. 

CWA PP. XXIII. 


1 Laws concerning flander, falfe witnefs, and partial fa- 
vouring of the poor; 4 charitablenefs ; 6 juftice in 
judgment ; 8 taking bribes; 9 oppreffing a flranger ; 

10 the year of refi; 12 the fabbath.- 13° A caution 

againft idolatry. 14 Laws concerning the three fet 

feafis ; 18the blood and fat of the facrifice ; and the 

Sfirft fruits. 20 An angel is promifed for a guide, with 

a bleffing in cafe they obey him. ; 

T HOU fhalt not raife a falfe report: put not 
thine hand with the wicked to be an unright- 
eous witnefs. 

2 Thou fhalt’not follow a multitude to do evil; 
neither fhalt thou fpeak in a caufe to decline after 
many to wreft judgment : 

3 Neither fhalt thou countenance a poor man in 
his caufe, 

4 QI If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his afs going 
aftray, thou fhalt furely bring it back to him again. 

: 5 1f 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXII. 


We have feveral inftruclions in this chapter. The firft (which is 
repeated feveral times) is, that he who has wronged another, ei- 
ther by theft, cheating, even unwittingly, is obliged to make re{- 
titution: that things that have been pledged or depofited with 
any one, fhould be faithfully returned. Thar oaths fhould be re- 
verenced ; uncleannefs and idolatry abominated. God al’o de- 
clares herein, how great a crime it is to opprefs widows and 
ftrangers, and rigoroufly to exact our due from the poor; that 
thefe are fins that cry to God, and provoke himrowrath. Here 
likewife we learn to fpeak of magiltrates with refpect ; and the 
command laid upon the Jews to offer their firft-fruits to God, 
fhews that religion and holineis lay us under an obligation of de- 
voting fome part of thofe goods that God ‘hath given us, to di- 
vine fervice, and to works of charity. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIIE 


1 Put not thine hand with the wicked, &c.] i.e. join not with a 
wicked man to promote, by being a falfe witnefs, a bad caufe. 

25 32 Thou foalt not follow a multitude, &c.] Notwithftanding the 
ancient tranflations fupport ours, yet the word rabbini, tranflated 
‘¢a multitude,” is by fome fuppofed to fignify, rich and powerful 
perfons; and then the contraft of thefe two verfes will appear with 
great elegance; for asin the former, the judge is forbid to be bi- 
affed in favour of the great ; fo in the latter, he is prohibited to be 
moved by diftrefs-fo as to pervert judgment. . 

4 Uf thou meet thine enemy's ox, &c.] Notwithftanding private inju- 
ries are fufficient reafons to juftify our not treating a manasa friend, 
or familiar companion, yet they can never juftify our denying him the 
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An angel promifed for a guide, CHAP. XXIV. witha bleffing in cafe they obey him. 


Before 5 If thou fec the afs of him that hateth thee lying | | him not; for he will not pardon your tranfgreffions : , Before 
CHRIST, : : Ses ee ° CHRIST 
tiie under his burden, and would forbear to help him, }{ for my name zs in him. 1491. 


thou fhalt furely help with him. 

6 € Thou fhalt not wreft the judgment of thy popr 
in his caufe. 

7 Keep thee far from a falfe matter; and the in- 
nocent and righteous flay thou not: for I will not 
juttify the wicked. 

8 © And thou fhalt take no gift: for the gift 
blindeth the wife, and perverteth the words of the 
righteous.” 

9 @ Alfo thou fhalt not opprefs a ftranger: for ye 
know the heart of a ftranger, feeing ye were ftran- 
gers in the land of Egypt. 

10 @ And -fix years thou fhalt fow thy land, and 
fhalt gather in the fruits thereof: 

a1 But the feventh year thou fhalt let it reft and 
Ne flill; that the poor of thy people may eat: and 
what they leave, the beafts of the field fhall eat. In 
like manner thou fhalt deal with thy vineyard, and 
with thy oliveyard. 

12 @ Six days thou fhalt do thy work, and on the 
feventh day thou fhalt reft: that thine ox and thine 
afs may reft, and the fon of thy handmaid, and the 
itranger, may be refrefhed. 

13 © And in all ¢hings that I have faid unto you 
be circumfpeét: and make no mention of the name 
of other gods, neither let it be heard out of thy 
mouth. 

14 9 Three times thou fhalt keep a feaft unto me 
in the year. 

15 Thou fhalt keep the feaft of unleavened 
bread: (thou fhalt eat unleavened bread feven 
days, as 1 commanded thee, in the time appoint- 
ed of the month Abib; for in it thou cameft out 
from Egypt: and none fhall appear before me 
empty :) 

16 And the feaft of harveft, the firft fruits of thy 
labours, which thou haft fown in thy field: and the 
feaft of ingathering, which 7s in the end of the year, 
when thou halt gathered in thy labours out of the 
field. 

17 Three times in the year all thy males fhall ap- 
pear before the Lorp God. 

18 Z Thou fhalt not offer the blood of my facri- 
fice with leavened bread; neither fhall the. fat of 
my facrifice remain until the morning. . 

19 The firft of the firftfruits of thy land thou fhalt 
bring into the houfe of the Lorp thy God. Thou 
fhalt not feethe a kid in his mother’s milk. 

20 { Behold, I fend an Angel before thee, to keep 
thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place 
which I have prepared. : 

21 Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke 


ee nr pre 
common offices of humanity, for this would bea breach of the law 
of nations. Though we remember a man is not our friend, yet we 
ought not to forget that he isa man like us. 

at Let it reff and lie fill, &c.) This command was in order to 
beget in them a pious truft to God, and an humble dependence on 
his providence. It was likewife a curb to avarice, and taught them 
to exercife humanity towards their flaves and beafts, and fhew mercy 
and liberality to the indigent. 

14 Three times thou fhalt make a feaft, &c.| ‘The feat of the paff- 
over, pentecoft, and tabernacles, at which three folemn feafons the 
whole body of the nation affembled. 

16 The feaf} of harvef,| This is alfo called the feaft of weeks, be- 
caufe it was feven weeks after the paffover; and pentecoft, which 
in Greek fignifies the fiftieth, becaufe ir fell on the fiftieth day after 


“the paffover. 


The feaft of ingathering, &c.] Which is called the feaft of taber- 
nacles, Lea. xxili. 34. 

20 J fend an Angel, &c.| Whether this was one of the heavenly 
orders, who, though fuperior to mankind, are created. or whether it 
was Chrift, commentators have not ventured to determine; fome 
indeed take the word to be an appellative, and to fignify only a mef- 
fenger, and in that fenfe apply it particularly to Jofhua. 

. 25 Thy bread, and thy water, &c.) Which denotes provifion of 
all kinds. : 

26 The number of thy days I will fulfil.) "The number of days here 
fpoken of, is the common period of human ‘life, to that time, which 
was feventy oreighty years, asin P/alm xc. 10. 


22 UT But if thou fhalt indeed obey his voice, and 
do all that I fpeak ; then I will be an enemy unto 
thine enemies, and an adverfary unto thine adver~ 
faries. : 

23 For mine Angel fhall go before thee, and bring 
thee in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the 
Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebufites: and I-will cut them off. 

24 Thou fhalt not bow down to their gods, nor 
ferve them, nor do after their works: but thou fhalt 
utterly overthrow them, and quite break down their 
images. 

25 And ye fhall ferve the Lorp your God, and he 
fhall blefs thy bread, and thy water; and I will take 
ficknefs away from the midkt of thee. 

26 There fhall nothing caft their young, nor be 
barren in thy land: the number of thy days I will 
fulfil. 

27 I will fend my fear before thee, and will de. 
ftroy all the people to whom thou fhalt come, and 
ae make all thine enemies turn their backs unto 
thee. 

28 And I will fend hornets before thee, which fhall 
drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, 
from before thee. 

29 Iwill not drive them out from before thee in 
one year; left the land become defolate, and the 
beaft of the field multiply againft thee. : 

30. By little and little I will drive them out from 
psig: thee, until thou be increafed, and inherit the 
and. \ 

gi And I will fet thy bounds from the Red fea 
even unto the fea of the Philiftines, and from the 
defert unto the river: for I will deliver the inhabi- 
tants of the land into your hands: and thou fhalt 
drive them out before thee. 

32 Thou fhalt make no covenant with them, nor 
with their gods. 

33 They thal) not dwell in thy land, left they make 
thee fin againft me: for if thou ferve their gods, it 
will furely be a fnare unto thee. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


1 Mofes ts called up into the mountain. 3 The people 
promife obedience. 4 Mofes buildeth an altar and 
twelve pillars; and fprinkleth the blood of the cove- 
nant. 9 The glory of God appeareth to Mofes, Aaron, 
and the elders of Ifrael. 12 Mofes being called up 
znto the mount leaveth Aaron and Hur in charge of the 
people. 15 Mofes goeth into the mount, and continueth 
there forty days and forty nights. 

AND 


rr eRe REE 
27 1 will fend my fear, &c.] ie. I will ftrike a terror and panic 
into the inhabitants of Canaan. 
28 And J wilt fend horners before thee, &c.3 AN thefe words are 


generally underftood as metaphorical, though Jofhua tells us they , 


were literally performed, Jo/oua xxiv. 12. 

33 fe will furely be a jnare unto thece.y ise. it will bea means of 
feducing yon into idolatry, and will involve you in the punithment 
due to fuch crimes. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIII. 


We find in this chapter the five following principal inftruétions: 
ft, To avoid flander and evil reports. zdly, That judges ought 
to do juftice uprightly, without having refpe@ to perfons, and 
efpecially without taking any bribes. jdly, That the Jews 
Should obferve the fabbath day, and moreover let the land reft the 
feventh year; which taught them to truft in God's providence, 
and to be charitable to the poor, which is our duty, as well] as it 
was that of the Jews. 4thly, That the three folemn feaits of the 
Tfraelites were appointed for preferving among them the remem- 
brance of thofe favours which God had done their nation, which 
duty of gratitude is alfo to be practifed by us. Laftly, The pro- 
mife which God made of fending his Angel to bring the Jews into 
the land of Canaan, and the command he gave them to hearken to 
the voice of that Angel, and not to provoke him, fhould be a 
warning tous, not to provoke the Lord by our difobedience, who 
is prefent, and in the midft of us after a more particular manner 


than lie was amongft the Jews. 
EXPLANATORY 





-Mojes called up into the mountain.. 





spies A ND he faid unto’ Mofes, Come up unto the’ 
ggt. Lorp,thou, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and 


‘ bafons; and halfof the blood he {prinkled onthealtar. 


feventy of the elders of Ifrael; and worfhip ye afar off. 
2 And Mofes alone fhall come near the Lorp: 
but they fhall not come nigh; ‘neither fhall the peo- 
ple go up with him. 
" g And Mofes came and told the people all the 
words of the Lorp, andall the judgments: and all 
the people anfwered with one voice, and faid, All 
the words which the Lop hath faid will we do. 
‘ 4% And Moles wrote all the words of the Lorn, 
and rofe up early in the morning, and builded an 
altar under the hill, and twelve pillars, according 
«to the twelve tribes of Ifrael. 
*- 5 Andhefent young men of the children of Ifracl, 
‘which offered burnt offerings, and facrificed: peace 
offerings of oxen unto the Lorn. 
-6 And Mofes took half of the blood, and put zz in 


7 And he took the book of the covenant, and read 
in the audience of the people: and they faid, All 
that the Lorp hath faid will we do, and be obedient. 

8 And Mofes took the blood, and {prinkled zt on 
the people, and faid, Behold the blood of the cove- 
nant, which the Lorp hath made with you concern- 
ing all thefe words. 

9 & Then went up Mofes, and Aaron, Nadab, and 
Abihu, and feventy of the elders of Hrael; 

xo And they fawthe God of Ifrael: and there was 
under his feet as it were a paved work of fapphire 
ftonc,andas it were the body ofheaven in his clearnefs. 

11-And upon the nobles of the children of Ifrael 
he laid not his hand: alfo they faw God, and did eat 
and drink. 

. 12% And-the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Come up to 
me into the mount, and be there: and I will give 
thee tables of Rone, and a law, and commandments} 
which I have written; that thou mayeft teach them. 

13 And Mofes rofe up, and his minifter Jofhua: 
and Mofes went up into the mount of God. 

14 And he faid unto the elders, Tarry ye here for 
us, until we come again unto you: and, behold, 
Aaron and Hur are with you: if any man have any 
matters to do, lethim come unto them. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 


1 Nadab, and Abibu, &c.} 'Theeldeft fons of Aaron. 

4. Allthe words] i.e. The ten commandments, which are called 
chap. xxxviii. 28. ‘ the ten words.” 

An altar—and tewelve pillars, &c.] This altar was to reprefent 
God, the one and chiefparty in the covenant; and the twelve pillars, 
the twelve tribes, the other party in the faid covenant. 

_ & Young men] Who were the eldeft fons of the principal families, 
appointed to the priefthood. 

_ Burnt offerings, and—peace offerings, &c.] Sometimes burnt offer- 
ings fignify facrifices in general, but properly only fuch as were 
wholly confumed by fire. Peace offerings were made in gratitude 
for favours received. 

8 On the people] ‘This may be underftood of the twelve pillars 
which reprefented the people. It isto be obferved, that by {prink- 
ling the blood of the facrifices on both parties, was anciently one 
way of making covenants, 

Lhe blood of the covenant, &c.] ‘The relation between God and 
tthe Ifraelites astheir king, their civil magiftrate, and their tutelar 
God arofe from their free confent, and is therefore, with great pro- 
priety, termed a covenant, both here, and in other places. : 

16 They faw the God of Ifrae!] The Jewith and Chriftian religion 
bath teach, that God is of a fpiritual nature, and invifible; we are 
‘not therefore to imagine that they faw any vifible fhape, but only 
the fymbol of the divine majefty, of figns of his glory. Ac- 
cordingly, the Chaldee expounds it, They faw the glory ofthe God 
‘of Ifrael. : : : 

Under his feet.) i... The lower part of the divine appearance, or 
‘glory. ; : 
e a paeed svork of fapphire flone, and as—the body 
‘elearnef:.| Which fignifies the pure azure fky. 

- a1 He laid not his band, &c.] An allufion perhaps to their being 
‘exempted from the danger threatened, for too near an approach 
‘to-the mountain, chap. xix. : ; 

. GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIV. 

-, {The promifes thas Mofes obliged the people to make, that they would 

. . kesp the law of God, and. the great folemnity whereby thofe 
4 . 


of heaven in’ his 


EXODUS. 



























Lhe offering for the tabernacle: 
15 I And Mofes went up into the mount, and a Before.. 
cloud covered the mount. CHRIST 
16 And the glory of the Lonny abode upon mount agar 
Sinai, and the cloud covered it fix days: and the 
feventh day he called unto Mofes out of the midft 
of the cloud. 
17 And the fight of the glory of the Lorn was like 
devouring fire on the top of the mount in the eyes 
of the children of Ifrael. 
18 And Mofes went into the midft of the cloud, 
and gat him up into the mount: and Mofes was in 
the mount forty days and forty nights. 


C H A PL XXV, 


1 Direttions what tie [fraelites are to offer for the making 
of the tabernacle. 10 The form of theark. 17 The 
mercy feat with the cherubims. 2 3 The table with its 
furniture and fhewbread. 31 The candleftick, ec. 

ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, : 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, that they 

bring me an offering: of every man that giveth it 
willingly with his heart ye fhall take my offering. 

3 And this és the offering which ye fhall take of 
them; gold, and filver, and brafs, 

4 And blue, and purple, and fcarlet, andfine linen, 
and goats’ hazr, : 

§ And rams’ fkins dyed red, and badgers’ fkins, 
and fhittim wood. 

6 Oil for the light, fpices for anointing oil, and 
for fweet incenfe, 

7 Onyx ftones, and ftones to be fet in the ephod, 
and in the breaft-plate. 

8 And Ict them make mea fanétuary; that I may 
dwell among them. 

g According to all that I fhew thee, after the pats 
tern of the tabernacle, and the pattern of all the in- 
ftruments thereof, even fo fhall ye make it. , 

10 I And they fhall make an ark of fhittim wood: 
two cubits and a half /hall be the length thereof, and 
a cubit anda half the breadth thereof, and a cubit 
and ahalfthe height thereof. ~ 

11 And thou fhalt overlay it with pure gold, with- 
in and without fhalt thou overlay it, and fhalt make 
upon ita crown of gold round about. 

12 And 


promifes, and the covenant between God and the people werg 
confirmed, should induce usto confider, that God having chofen 
us to be his people, and having made known his will to us, we 
are indifpenfibly obliged to keep his laws: that we alfo folemnly 
promifed him to do ir; and that this covenant has been confirmed, 
as St. Paul fays, not with the blood of calvesor goats, but by the 
blood of Jefus Chrift, who offered himfelf up to God a facrifice 
without {pot or blemifh, that he ‘might purify our confciences 
from dead works to ferve the living’ God. From whence we 
may conclude, that they who fhall break this commandment 
muft expect terrible punifhments. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 


2 An offering, &c.| This word in the Hebrew fignifies An heaye- 
offering ; it is likewife ufed for fomething feparated and given to 
the Creator. 

4 Scarlet] It is in Hebrew the worm of fcarlet; becaufe in dying 
that colour they made ufe of thofe infe@s. 

Goats’ hair.) Which hair was in vaft efteem in the oriental coun- 
tries, and preferred very much before either the wool of fheep or 
lambs. . 

5 Badgers’ feins| It _is imagined that as a badger is -pronounced 
by the law to be an unclean beaft, this cannot be the meaning of the 
word ticha/oem; fome therefore render it, Rams’ fkins, of a red, 
and ofa purple colour; and this is fupported by the Vulgate, Sep- 
tuagint, and the Samaritan. We read in the Arabic Plack skins. 

Sbittim weod.] | Which is generally thought to be the wood of 
the cedar-tree ; though fome think it rather the wood of a certain 
tree which grows common in fome part of the wildernefs, and re. 
fembles the acacia of Egypt. ; 

10 Anz ark] This was a chef or coffer, overlaid with gold. It was 
called, theark of the covenant,” being the fymbol of the cove- 
nant which God made with his people, and contained the two 
tables, the pot of manna, and Aaron’s miraculous rod. 

Yaw cubits anda half, &c.] i.e. About four feet five inches long, 
and two feet fix inches high or broad. a 

ur 4 crown of gold round about.| That is, a cornice, or rich 
moulding of mafly gold, was to go round the top of it. 2 
en e . 16 Leftimony 





The table of fhewbread, and candleftick, CHAP. XXVI. The curtains of the tabernacle. 





Before’ 12 And thou fhalt caft four rings of gold for it, 29 And thou fhalt make the difhes thereof, and _Befor} 
CHRIST, ‘ , CHRIST 
14936 and put them in the four corners thereof; and two|}fpoons thereof, and covers thereof, and bowls 1491. , 


. in the nature of a rim. 


rings /hall be in the one'fide of it, and two rings in 
the other fide of it. 

1g And thou fhalt make ftaves of fhittim wood, 
and overlay them with gold. 

14 And thou fhalt put the ftaves into the rings 
by the fides*of the ark, that the ark may be borne 
with them, 

15 The-ftaves fhall be in the rings of the ark: 
they fhall not be taken from it. 

16 And thou fhalt put into the ark 
which I fhall give thee. 

17 @ And thou fhalt make a mercy feat of pure 
gold: two cubits and a half /fall be the length there~ 
of, and a cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 

18 And thou fhalt make two cherubims of gold,| 
of beaten work fhalt thou make them, in the two ends 
of the mercy feat. 

1g And make one cherub on the one end, and 
the other cherub on the other end: even of the 
mercy feat fhall ye make the cherubims on the two 
ends thereof. 

20 And the cherubims fhall ftretch forth ther 
wings on high, covering the mercy feat with their 
wings, and their faces /hall look one to another; 
toward the mercy feat fhall the faces of the cheru- 
-bims be. ! ; ae 
* 21 And thou fhalt put the mercy feat above upon 
the ark; and in the ark thou fhalt put the teftimony 
that I fhall give thee. . : 

22 And there I will meet with thee, and I will’ 
commune with thee from above the mercy feat,: 
from between the two cherubims which ere up 


the teftimony 


the ark of the teflimony,: of all things which I fhall 4! 


give thee in commandment unto the children’ of. 
Ifrael. Opt eran 

23 I Thou fhalt alfo make a table of thittim wood: 
two cubits /rall be the length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof, and a cubit and a half the height’ 
thereof. 

24 And thou fhalt overlay it with pure gold, and 
make thereto a crown of gold round about. - 


25 And thou fhalt make unto it .a border of an} 


hand breadth round about, and thou fhalt make a 
golden crown to the border thereof round about. 

26 And thou fhalt make for it four rings of gold, 
and put the rings in the four corners that ave on the 
four feetthereof.. 

27 Over againft the border fhall the rings be for 
places of the ftaves to bear thé table. 

28 And thou fhalt make the flaves of fhittim wood, 
and overlay them with gold, that the table may be 
borne with them. 





16 Teflimonyy &C.} i, e. "The tables of the law. 

27 A mercy Jeat, ere It was here the Shekinah generally be- 
came vifible; it was of beaten gold, and fixed, with the cherubims 
that overfhadowed it, in a frame, or as Mofes defcribes it, a crown 
of an oblong fquare form, which inclofed the upper part of the ark 


18 Yavo cherubims of gold, &c.J It appears from this general 
defcription of Mofes, thefe cherubims were human figures, with 
wings ftretched out, covering the mercy feat, and, as it may be 
reafonably cancluded, in a bowing pofture. Thefe reprefented the 
angels which ftand before the celeftial glory; as the fanétuary did 
heaven, and the mercy feat the throne of the Almighty. 

22 There J will meet with, &c.} It was from this part of the 
fanctuary the oracles were fometimes delivered to Mofes in an au- 
dible voice, Numb. vi. 39. Hitherto the defcription is limited to 
the holy of holies; what follows relates to the principal furniture 
of the holy | deca or outward part. : 

30 Shewbread, &c.] That is, the bread 
God’s prefence continually. 

31 And thou foalt make a candle ftick cf pure gold.) The branches 
of this candleftick were placed at equal diftances, adorned with fix 
flowers like lilies, as many knops refembling apples, and alfo little 
bowls like half almond fhells ; thefe were placed alternate and equi- 
diftant; upon each of the branches there was a golden lamp, which 
a Hehtes every evening, and extinguifhed every morning, 

‘a, 8. * 


of prefence, fet before 



















}tern which was fhewed thee in the mount. 






thereof, to cover withal: 
make them, 

go And thou fhalt fet upon the table fhewbread 
before me alway. : = 

_31 1 And thou fhalt make a candleftick of pure 
gold: of beaten work fhall the candleftick be made: 
his fhaft, and his branches, His bowls, his knops, 
and his flowers, fhall be of the fame. . 

32 And -fix branches fhall come out of the fides 
of it; three branches of the candleftick out of the 
one fide, and three branches of the candléftick out 
of the other fide; ) 

33 Three bowls made like unto almonds, with a - 
knop.and a flower on one branch; and three bowls 
made like almonds in the other branch, with a knop 
and a flower: fo in the fix branches that come out 
of the candleftick. — 

34 And in the candleftick /kall be four bowls 
made like unto almonds, with their knops and their 
flowers. . ra ee: 

35 And there fhail be a knop under two -branches 
of the fame, and a knop under two branches of the 
fame, and a knop under two branches of the fame, 
according to the fix branches that proceed out of 
the candleftick. So, 

36 Their knops and their branches fhall be of 
the fame: all of it /rall- be one beaten work of pure 
gold. so os oe ” 
- ‘37 And-thou fhalt make the feven lamps:thereof: 
and they fhall light the lamps thereof;‘that they may 
give light over apainft it. ee - 

38 And the tongs thereof, and the fnuffdifhes 
thereof, /hall be of pure gold. ok so 

39 Ofa talent of pure gold fhall he make it, with 
all thefe'veffels. 

40 And look-that thou make them after their 


of pure gold fhalt thou 


pat- 


CHAP. XXVI-. 4 

1 The ten curtains of the tabernacle. 7 The elevén cur- 

tains of goats’ hair, 14 The covering of rams’ fhins. 

_ 45 The boards of the tabernacle with thetr_fockets and 

bars. 31 The veul forthe ark. 36 The hanging for 

the door. 

OREOVER thou fhalt make the tabernacle 

& with ten curtains of fine twined linen, and blue, 

and purple, and fcarlet: with cherubims of cunning 
work fhalt thou make them. a ; 

2 The length of one curtain /kail be eight and 

twenty cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four 

cubits: and every one of the curtains fhall have 


one meafure. 
. 3 The 





37 They feall light the lamps thereof.| The lighting of lamps in 
religious worthip was alfo a cuftom of Egypt. . 

39 A talent of pure gold, &c.| Every talent contained three thou- 
fant thekels, or five thoufand four hundred and fixty-four pounds 
fterling. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXV. 


From-God's being fo particular in preferibing a form of worfhip for 

the Ifraclites, we are to underftand, that at all times we muft be 

-- decent and orderly in our approachesto him. As the ceremonial 

law. had a {plendid appearance, we muft learn, that our works of 

_ obedience mnft, on all ctcafions, fhine with the moft confpicuous 

luftre. As God commanded that a tabernacle or tent fhould be 

built for the regular performance ofdivine fervice, we muft nb- 

- ferve, that it is our duty to build places for his worfhip, accord- 

ing to the rules prefcribed in the gofpel. And as thofe things 

were calculated only for the ufe of the people while they fojourned. 

in the wildernefg ; let us learn that we have no fixed abode here, 

- and be feeking after that everlafting haven of reft.which God has 

promifed to all who love him. 
EXPLANATORY. NOTES on CHAP, X¥XVIL 

1 Moreover thou fealt wake the tabernacle] ‘Tabernacle in the He, 

brew fignifies A tent; this facred place was therefore to be con- 

ftru€ted in fuch a manner, as to be eafily fet up, and taken down; 
which was neceffary, on account of their frequent marches. 

Dd , 14 dnd 


The boards and  fockets of the tabernacle. E X O 


DUS. 





The altar of burnt-offering. 
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Before. 3 The five curtains fhall be-coupled together one 
te another ; and. other five curtains /hall be coupled 
one to another. 4 

4 And thou fhalt make loopsof blue upon the edge 
of the one curtain from the felvedge in the coupling; 
and likewife fhalt thou make in the uttermolt edge 
of another curtain, in the coupling of the fecond. 

Fifty loops fhalt thou make in the one curtain, 
and fifty loops fhalt thou make in the edge of the 
curtain that zs in the coupling of the fecond; that 
the loops may take hold one of another. 

6 ‘And thou fhalt make fifty taches of gold, and], 
couple the curtains together with the taches: and 
it fhall be one tabernacle. 

7 “U And thou fhalt make curtains of goats’ hair 
to be a covering upon the tabernacle: eleven cur- 
tains fhalt thou make. i 

8 The length of one curtain /Aall be thirty cubits, 
and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: and the 
eleven curtains /hall be all of one meafure. 

9 And thou fhalt couplefive curtains by themfelves, 
and fix curtains by themfelves, and fhalt double the 
fixth curtain in the forefront of the tabernacle. 
~ 10 And thou fhalt make fifty loops on the edge of 
the one curtain that ts outmoft in the coupling, and 
fifty loops in the-edge of the curtain which coupleth 
the fecond. 

-2a-Andithou fhalt make fifty taches of brafs, and 
put the taches into the loops, and couple the tent 
together, that it may be one. 

a2 And theremnant that remaineth of the curtains 
of the tent, the:shalf curtain that remaineth, fhall hang 
over the backfide of the tabernacle. 

1g Anda cubit on the one fide, and a cubit on the 
other fide of that which remaineth in the length of the] | 
curtains of the tent, it fhall hang over the fides. of the]} 
tabernacle on this fide and on that fide, to-coverit. } 

14 ZI And thou fhalt make a covering for the tent: 
of rams’ fkins dyed red, and a covering above of 

badgers’ fkins. . | 
15 I And thou fhalt make boards for the taberna- 
tle of fhittim wood ftanding up. 
16 Ten cubits /hall be the length. of a board, and 
a cubit and a half /hail be the breadth of one board. 
1¥ Two tenons /hall there be in one board, fet in, 
order one againft another: thus fhalt thou make for, 
all the boards of the tabernacle. . 
18 And thou fhale make the boards for the taber- 
nacle, twenty boards on the fouth fide fouthward. 
tg And thou fhalt make forty fockets of filver un- 
der the twenty boards; two fockets under one board. 
for his two tenons, and two fockets under another 
: board for his two tenons. 
20 And for the fecond fide of the tabernacle on 
the north fide there /hall be twenty boards: 
21 And their forty fockets of filver; two fockets 
under one board, and two fockets underanother board. 


And thou fhalt make a covering, &c.] The'tabernacle had thrée 

different forts of coverings ; one on the outfide, made of fine linen, 
curioufly embroidered in various colours of crimfon, fearlet, putple, 
and hyacinth ; another of goats’ hair,-neatly woven; anda third of 
badgers’ fkins, fome dyed red, and fome an azure blue; thefe.were 
to preferve the rich.curtains from wet, and the tabernacleitfelf from }. 
the injuries of the weather. : 
18, Tawenty boards ox the fouth fide foutheward.] Each board being 
about thirty two inches broad, the whele length of the tabernacle 
muf have been about feven yards andahalf The Septuagint ren- 
der the word we have tranflated ‘* boards,’”’ Pillars, which feems to 
be the true reading, by St. Paul’sallufion, + Tim. iii. 5. 

3! Thou fealt make a weil, &c.] Which veil divided the tabernacle 
into two parts, and feparated the holy from the moft holy place ; it 
was adorned with cherubims, feftoons, and other ornaments, curi- 
oufly embroideted upon it. 

33 The moft boly.} Inthe New Teftament this place is made a 
figure of heaven, into which Chrift our high-prieit is entered, as 
our fore-runner. 

34. Thou foalt put the mercy feat upon the ark of the teflimany in the maf 
holy place.] ‘The tabernacle was a type of our Redeemer dwelling 
in our nature : the‘niercy-feat, placed upon the ark of the teftimony, 
was an emblem ofhim from whofe mouth we received alaw founded 



































thou fhalt make fix boards. 

23 And two boards fhalt thou make for the-cor- 
ners of the tabernacle in the two fides. 

24 sind they fhall be coupled together beneath, 
and they fhall be coupled together above the head of 
it unto one ring: thus fhall it be for them both: 
they fhall be for the two corners. . 

25 And they thall be eight boards, and their 
fockets of filver, fixteen fockets; two fockcts under 
one board, and two fockets nnder another buard. - 


26 And thou fhalt make bars of fhittim wood; five - 


for the boards of the one fide of the tabernacle, 

‘27 And five bars for the boards of the other fide 
of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of the 
fide of the tabernacle, for the two fides weftward. 

28 And the middle bar in the midft of the boards 
fhall reach from end to end. > . 

29 And thou fhalt overlay the boards with gold, 
and make their rings of gold for places for the bars: 


and thou fhalt overlay the bars with gold. 


go And thou fhalt rear up the tabernacle accord= 


ing to the fafhion thereof which was fhewed thee in 


the mount. 

31 And thou fhalt make a veil o/ blue, and purple, 
and {carlet, and fine twined linen of cunning work ; 
with cherubims fhall it be made : 

32 And thou fhalt hang it upon four pillars of fhit- 
tim wood overlaid with gold: their hooks /rall be of 
gold, upon the four fockets of filver. : ; 

33 And thou fhalt hang up the veil under the 
taches, that thou mayeft bring in thither within the 


| veil theark of the teflimony : and the veil thal! divide 
| unto you between the holy place and the moit holy. 


34 And thou fhalt put the mercy feat upon the 
ark of the teftimony in the molt holy place. 

35 And thou fhalt fet the table without the veil, 
and the candleftick over againft the table on the fide 


fof-the tabernacle toward the fouth: and thou fhalt 
{ put the table on the north fide. 


36 @ And thou fhalt make an hanging for the door 
of the tent, of blue, and purple, and fcarlet; and fine 
twined linen, wrought with needlework. en 

37 And thou fhalt make for the hanging five pil- 
lars of fhittim wood, and overlay them with gold, and 
their hooks frail be of gold: and thou fhalt caft five 
fockets of brafs for them. — 

C H A PP. XXVIII. 
1 The altar of burnt offering with the veffels thereof. 
gThe court of the tabernacle inclofed with hangings and 
- pillars. 18 The meafure of the court, and the furni~ 

ture of brafs.' 20 The oil for the lamp. . 

A ND thou fhalt make an altar of fhittim wood, 

five cubits long, and five cubits broad; the 

altar fhall ‘be fourfquare y and ‘the height ‘thereof 
hall be three cubits. . : 

2.And 


ee - = . 
upon better promifes, by whofe interceffion we have accefs, with 
boldnefs, to the throne of grace ; and whofe fatisfattion is our true 


propitiatory, or mercy-feat. 


36 The door of the tent, &c-] The ark and mercy-feat were placed 
at the weft end of the tabernacle, fo that the door fronted the eaft ; 
and the Ifraelites, in worfhipping the great Jehovah, turned their 
faces towards the weft, and from the fun, the idol of the neighbour. 
ing nations. / 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVI. 
Let us obferve, that as the tabernacle was often removed fron one 

place to another, fo will the church of Chrift; for God will re- 

- move the gofpel from thofe people wha.make an improper ufe of 
it. Let us learn, that as the fervice of the tabernacle was to laft 
no longer than the death of Chiift; fo when the end of his com- 
ing is anfwered, he will appear a fecond time unto falvation. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIL 
1 And thou foalt make an altar of frittim wrd.| If it be afked, how 
it was poflible to prevent the burning of the altar, by reafon of rhe 
continual fire, it may be anfwered, that the top, with its crown or 
frame, was fixed fo as to be at fome fmall diftance above the wood 
of the altar. 
2 And 
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The court of the tabernacle. 


Before 9 And thou fhalt make the horns of it upon the 
CHRIST four corners thereof: his horns fhall be of the fame: 
"49" and thou fhalt overlay it with brafs. 

And thou fhalt make his pans to receive his 
afhes, and his fhovels, and his bafons, and his flefh- 
hooks, and his fire pans: all.the veffels thereof thou 
fhalt make of brafs. 

4 And thou fhalt make for it a grate of network 
of brafs; and upon the net thou fhalt make four 
brafen rings in the four corners thereof. 

5 And thou fhalt put it under the compafs of the 
altar beneath, that the net may be even to the midft 
of the altar. - : 

6 And thou fhalt make ftaves for the altar, ftaves 
of fhittim wood, and overlay them with brafs. 

And the ftaves fhall.be put into the rings, and 
the ftaves fhall be upon the two fides of the altar, to 
bear it. : 

8 Hollow with boards fhalt thou make it: as it was. 
fhewed thee in the mount, fo fhall they make zz. 


9 @ And thou fhalt make the court of the taber- } 


nacle: for the fouth fide fouthward ‘there /hall. be 
hangings for the court of fine twined linen of an 
hundred cubits long for one fide: - 

10 And the twenty pillars thereof and their twenty 
fockets /hall be of brafs; the hooks of the pillars and 
their fillets /rall de of filver. : : . 

11 And likewife for the north fide in length éhere 

JShall be hangings of an hundred cubzts long, and his 
twenty pillars and their twenty fockets of brafs; the 
hooks of the pillars. and their fillets of filver. : 

12 And for the breadth of the court on. the welt 


fide fhall be hangings of fifty cubits: their pillars ten, 


and their fockets ten. 2 

{3 And the breadth of the court on the eaft fide 
eaftward /hall be fifty cubits. 

14 The hangings of one fide of the gate fhall be 
fifteen cubits: their pillars three, and their fockets 
three. 

15 And on the other fide /hall be hangings fifteen 
cubits: their pillars three, and their fockets three. 

16 And for the gate of the court /hall be an hanging 
of twenty cubits, of blue, and purple, and {carlet, and 
fine twined linen, wrought with needlework: and 
their pillars /Aall be four, and their fockets four. 


nD 

2 And thou foalt make the horns of it, &ce| We are to underftand by 
*« Horns” little pyramids, or fpires, made out of the fame wood 
with the altar, and placed one at each corner ; their ufe was, both 
to tie the facrifice to, and alfo to keep the wood from falling off. 
Jt was cuftomary for thofe who fled to the altar for refuge, to ‘lay 


Hold of thefe horns. .. . 
3 Bafons| Which were to receive the blood of the facrifice. 


Fife books] Or forks, for taking up the pieces of facrifice, in 


order to Jay them right on the fire. 


g Court of the tabernacle] Which was an area or court-yard with- 


out any covering, inclofed with hangings, and fupported by pillars 
overlaid with filver; towards the upper end ftood the tabernacle, 
between which and the entrance, was placed the altar of burnt offer- 
ings, inthe open air, that fo the {moke might not foil the infide of 
the tabernacle. ‘Thus the habitation of God was divided into three 
parts; the outward court, which was in the open view of all; the 
holy place, which received light from.the feven lamps of the golden’ 
candleftick ; and the holy of holies, which had no external light, 


but the prefence of God refted on the mercy feat between the che- } 


rubims. ‘ 
in hundred cubits long, &c.] i.e. About fifty-eight yards. 

18 And the height five cubits, &c.| i.e. Near five yards; fo that 
the tabernacle, which was almoft as high again as the inclofure, 
might eafily be feen by the people.: 

20 Pure oil olize] 4. ¢. Such as runs freely from the olives on 
being bruifed- 

To burn always| Three of the lamps were kept burning by day, 
and the remainder were lighted in the evening. This was not only 
neceflary on account of the darknefs of the holy place, but was like- 
wife typical of the conftant vigilance and preparation neceffary in 
this life of probation and uncertainty. This is beau.ifully alluded 
to in the parable of the wife and foolifh virgins, Mats. xxve 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVII. 


Firf, By the fire being continually burning on the altar, we may 
learn, that the fear and love of God fhould be continually kept 
alive in our hearts.. Secondly, By the lamp being kept burning 
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17 All the pillars round about the court /hall be 
filleted with filver; their hooks /haill be of filver, and 
their fockets of brafs. | 

18 @ The length of the court /hall be an hundred 
cubits, and the breadth fifty evéry where, and the 
height five cubits of fine twined linen, and their 
fockets of brafs. ae 

. 19 All the veffels of the tabernacle in all the fer- 
vice thereof, and all the. pins thereof; and all the 
pins of the court, /hall be‘of brafs.: a 

20 § And thou fhalt command the children of 
Ifrael, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for 
the light, to caufe the lamp to burn always. | — 

21 In the ‘tabernacle of the congregation without 
the veil, which zs before the teftimony, Aaron and 
his fons fhall order it from. evening to morning be- 
fore the Loxn: zt /hall be a ftatute for ever unto their 
genérations on the behalf of thé.children of Ifrael. 


-C:iH- A P. XXVIII. 
1 Aaron and his fons are fet apart for the pricft’s office. 
_ 2 Holy garments are appointed. 6 The ephod. 15 The 
bréafiplate with twelve precious fiones. 30 The Urim 
and Thummim. 31 The robe of the ephod, with pome- 
granates and bélls. 36 The plate of the mitre. 39 The 
embroidered coat. 40 Lhe garments of Aaron’s fons. 


N D take thou unto: thee Aaron thy brother, 

and his fons with him,: from among the chil- 

dren of Ifrael,. that he: may minifter ‘unto'mé in the 

prieft’s office, éven Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Elea- 
zar and Ithamar, Aaron’s.fons. - , ; 

2 @ And thou fhaltimake holy garments for Aaron 
thy brother for glory and for beauty. LAGE 

3 And thou: fhalt fpeak unto all: that are wife 
hearted, whom I have filled with the fpirit of wif. 
dom, that they may make Aaron’s garments'to con- 
fecrate him, that he may minifter'unto me in' the 
prieft’s office. — ‘ : 

4 And thefe ave the garments which they fhall 
make; a breaftplate, and an‘ephod, and a robe, and 
a broidered coat, a mitre, and a girdle: dnd the 
fhall make holy garments for Aaron thy brother, and 
his fons, that he may minifter unto me in the prieft’s 
office. , : 

cs . 


5 And 





in the night, is meant, that even in the darkeft and moft barba- 
rous ages.God will always have fome perfons who will perpetuate 
the memory of his name. And further, that God would have 
us, in all afflictions,.and in the whole of our conduét, to be as 
lamps burning in a dark day. - Let-minifters of the gofpel, in a 
more immediate manner, attend to'this; becaufe whatever dark- 
nefs may be in the world, they are, by their precept and exam- 
ple, to give light. - : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIIL 


2 Holy garments, &c.} Which none were permitted to wear but 
the priefts ; and by them only at fuch times as they miniftered be. 


‘| fore God. 


3 Wife-hearted, whom Ihave filled with the fpirit of wifdom, 8c. 
This was the ufual term to exprefs fkilful ce ae ote ad 

Hebrew, but in other dead languages. God difpenfes divers gifts 
and endowments to different people; and mechanical ingenuity is to 
be afcribed to God as the author, who forms the mind with ‘all its 
powers; for from him cometh.every good and perfect gift.. . 

4. «f breaft plate] Where the ephod croffed the high-prieft’s breaft, 
thero was a fquare ornament called the breaft-plate, or pectoral; it 
was fet with twelve precious ftones in-gold in four rowsy,. three in 
each row, with the names of the twelve tribes engraven, on each 
ftone one. The whole was faftened to the ephod at four corners ;. the 
top by a golden hook or ring, at the end of a wreathed chain to 
each fhouider-piece ; the bottom, to the girdle of the ephod, by two 
blue ftrings or ribbons, having likewife two rings orhooks. - 

. An ephid| Which was a kind of f{quare cloak, about two feet in 
length, hanging down from the fhoulders, curioufly wrought with 
gold, and other variegated embroidery; on the top, on.each fide. 
were two fhoulder-pieces, to’ which were fattened two precious 
ftones, fet in gold, upon which were engraven the names of the 
twelve tribes, fix on each ftone. . 

4 robe) Which was along garment made of blue cloth, hanging 
down to the heels ; it was fafhioned like a furplice, the fkirts wrought 
with blue, purple, and fearlet yarn, in the fhape of pomegranates 
between each of which hung a bell of gold. : % 

A broidered 
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EX ODUBS. The Urim and Thummin. 


The breafiplate of judgment. 








Rosen 5 And they fhall take gold, and blue, and purple, f{ children of Irael, twelve, according to their names, Befere 
and fcarlet, and fine linen. dike the engravings of a fignet; every one with hisCERE® 
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6 @ And they fhall make the ephod of gold, of 
blue, and of purple, of {carlet, and fine twined linen, 


- with cunning work. 


Jhall be the length thereof, anda fpan /hall be the. 


7 It fhall have the two fhoulder pieces thereof 
joined at the two edges thereof; and /o it fhall be 
joined together. - 

8 And the curious girdle of the ephod, which zs 
upon it, fhall be of the fame, according to the work 
thereof; even of gold, of blue, and purple, and {car- 
let, and fine twined linen. 

g And thou fhalttake two onyx ftones, and grave 
on them the names of the children of Ifrael : 

10 Six of their names on one ftone, and the other 

fix names of the reft on the other ftone, according 
to their birth. ; 
» 11 With the work ofan engraver in ftone, /ike the 
engravings of a fignet, fhalt thou engrave the two 
ftones with the names of the children’ of Ifrael: 
thou fhalt make them to be fet in ouches of gold. 

12 And thou fhalt put the two ftones upon the 
fhoulders of the ephod for ftones of memorial unto the 
children ofIfrael: and Aaron fhall bear the names be- 
fore the Lorp upon his two fhoulders for a memorial. 

1g And thou fhelt make ouches of gold; : 

14 And two chains of pure gold at the ends; of 
wreathen work fhalt thou. make them, and faften the 
wreathen chains .to the ouches. ; 

15 @ And thou fhalt make the breaftplate of judg- 
ment with cunning work; after the work of the 
ephod thou fhalt make it; of gold, of bluc, and of 
purple, and of f{carlet, and of fine twined linen fhalt 
thou make it. 

16 Fourfquare it fhall.be Jeng doubled; a fpan 


breadth thereof. gi 

17 And thou fhalt fet in it fettings of ftones, even 
four rows of ftones: the firft row /hall be a fardius, a 
topaz, and a carbuncle: this /hall be the firft row. 

18 And the fecond row /hail be an emerald, a fap- 
phire, and a diamond. 

1g And the third row a ligure, an agate, and an 
amethy ft. 

20 And the fourth row a bery!, and an onyx, and 
a jafper: they fhall be fet in gold in their inclofings. 

21 And the ftones fhall be with the names of the 


A broidered coat] tis in Hebrew, A coat with eyes; whence 
fome imagine that it had eyes or fpangles, varied with little holes. 


“This was the undermoft garment, not much unlike a fhirt; it was 


- made of fine linen, embroidered, ftuck pretty clofe to the body, 


and likewife reached to the heels. 

A mitre] Which was made of fine linen; it covered the head, 
and upon the forehead there was a plate of gold, whereon were en- 
graven thefe words, ‘ Holinefs to the Lord ;” and this was tied 
behind the head with two ribbons, faftened to its two ends. 

And a girdle| Which was made of gold thread, and others of differ- 
ent colours; it was brought from behind the neck, and over the two 
Shoulders, then put crofs upon the ftomach, carried round the waitt, 
and brought back again about the body, where it girded the tunic 
like a fath, and fo fell down before, hanging as low as the feet. 

ur Like the engraving of a fignet} Thatis, en creux,’”’ or hollow 
like the impreffion of a feal. As the engraving in ftone is an affair 
of fome difficulty, and was one of the latter inventions of luxury, we 
may from hence guefs at the high ane anny of the-polite arts in 
Egypt, from whom the Jews, or the artificers at this time employed 
by them, had certainly borrowed them. 

Set in ouches of gold] "The word ‘‘ouch” was originally ufed to 
exprefs a fpangle, or glictering ornament, made of {mall plates of 
gold and filver, and of fparks, when applied to jewels. 

19 Afardius| This is a precious ftone of a red flaming colour, 
femi-pellucid, or half tranfparent, and fometimes with a yellow caft 
in it. Our modern jewellers call it a cornelian. 

A topaz] This is a tranfparent ftone, and of a moft beautiful 
yellow or gold colour. 


A carbuncle] This is a fpecies of ruby, of a glowing red colour,. 


and is farnamed from © carbo”’ an hot coal. 
18 An emerald) This gem is of a moft lively green, tranfparent, 
and free from the leaft mixture of any other colour. : 
A fapphire| This is of a fine blue colour. 
A diamond| This gem is efteemed above all others, on account of 
ite fuperior luftre and hardaefs. 
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name fhall they be according to the twelve tribes. 

22 And thou fhalt make upon the breaftplate 
chains at the ends of wreathen work of puré gold. 

23 And thou fhalt make upon the breaftplate two 
rings of gold, and fhalt put the two rings on the two 
ends of the breaftplate. 

24 And thou fhalt put the two wreathen chains of 
gold inthe two rings which are on the ends of the 
breaftplate. 

25 And the other two ends of the two wreathen 
chains thou fhalt faften in the two ouches, and put 
them on the fhoulder pieces of the ephod before it. 

26 And thou fhalt -make two rings of gold, and 
thou fhalt put them upon the two ends of the breaft. 
plate in the border thereof, which zs in the fide of 
the ephod inward. 

27 And two other rings of gold thou fhalt make, 
and fhalt put them on the two fides of. the ephod un- 
derneath, toward the forepart thereof, over againft 
the other coupling thereof, above the curious girdle 
of the ephod. 

28 And they fhall bind the breaftplate by the rings 
thereofunto the rings ofthe ephod with alaceof blue, 
that it may be above the curious girdle of the ephod, 
and thatthe breaftplate be not loofed fromtheephod. 

29 And Aaron fhall bearthe names of the children 
of Iirae} in the breaftplate of judgment upon his, 
heart, when he goeth in unto the holy place, for a 
memorial before the Lory .continually. 

30 @ And thou fhalt put in the breaftplate of judg- 
ment the Urim and the Thummin ; and they fhall be 
uponAaron’s heart,when he goethin beforetheLorp: 
and Aaron fhall bear the judgment of the children 
of Ifrael upon his heart before the Lorn continually. 

gi & And thou fhale make the robe of the ephod 
all of blue. ' 

32 And there fhall be an hole in the top of it, in 
the midft thereof: it fhall have a binding of woven 
work round about the hole of it, as it were the hole 
of an habergeon, thatit be not rent. 

33 And Zencath upon the hem of it thou fhalt make 
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and of feaslet, 
round about the hem thereof; and bells of gold be- 
tween them round about: 

34 A golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell 

and 
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19 A ligure] This is generally thought to be a kind of jacinth, 
nearly of the colour of amber. 

Au agate] ‘This is partly tranfparent, and partly opake, for 
the moft part variegated with veins, and difpofed in a very ele- 

nt manner. 

An amethyf] This.is a precious ftone of a violet colour, border- 
ing on purple, ornearly the colour of red wine. 

20°A beryl] ‘This is a gem of a pale green, generally known by 
the name of aqua marina, from its refemblance to fea water in-olour. 

An onyx] The ground of this gem refembles an human fail in co- 
lour, from whence it derives itsname; it is variegated in a very re- 
gular manner with zones of a brown colour. 

A jafper, &c.] Thisis generally of a green colour, fpeckled with 
yellow, brown, white, and blue, 

30 The Urim and the Taummim| We have varicus opinions con- 
cerning the true meaning of thefe words ; but the moft probable ap- 
pears to be this, That when Mofes was commanded to put into the 
breaft-plate the Urim and Thummim. i.e. lights and p«rfeétions, it 
implied, that he fhould choofe the moft precigus fet of ftones, and 
caufe them to be polifhed in the moft elegant manner, inorder to in- 
creafe their natural luftre, What we read, ver. 30, confirms this 
conjefiure, where after God had given particular dircétions for 
making the breaft-plate, he adds, * And thou fhalt put in the 
breaft-plate of judgment the Urim and Thummim,” which, when 
literally tranflated. runs thus: And thou fhalt give to the breaft-plate 
of judgment thofe lights and perfe sions, viz. of the twelve ftones. 

They fhall be upon daron's heart, when he goeth in befire the Lord] 
The manner in which God was confulted by Urim and Thummim, 
hath been varioufly conjeftured: it feems to have been in the 
following manner: the high-prieft prefented himfelf with his 
breaft-plate on, over all his other robes, and ftood oppofite the 
mercy-feat, where the Shekinah, or vifible glory refted, and then 
God gave him anfwers from thence with an audible voice, as he 
did to Mofes. ‘ 

The judgment, &Cx| i.e. The breaft-plate of judgment. 
aS 35 Us 





| The facrifice and ceremonies 
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and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe round 
about. : : 
And it fhall be upon Aaron to minifter: and his 
found fhall be heard when he goeth in unto the holy 
place before the Lorn, and when he cometh out, 
that he die not. 

36 I And thou fhalt make a plate of pure gold, 
and grave upon it, ke the engravings of a fignet, 
HOLINESS TO THE LORD. . 

37 <And-thou fhalt put it ona blue lace, that it 
may be uponthe mitre; upon the forefront of the 
mitre it fhall be. 

38 And it fhall be upon Aaron’s forehead, that 
Aaron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, 
which the children of Ifrael fhall hallow in all their 
holy gifts; and it fhall be always upon his forehead, 
that they mav be accepted before the Lorn. 

39 & And thou thalt embroider the coat of fine 
linen, and thou fhalt make the mitre of fine linen, 
and thou fhalt make the girdle of needle-work. 

40 I And for Aaron’s fons thou fhalt make coats, 
and thou fhait make for them girdles, and.bonnets 
fhalt thou make for them, for glory and for beauty. 

41 And thou fhalt put them upon Aaron thy bro- 
ther, and his fons with him; and fhalt anoint them, 
and confecrate them, and fanétify them, that they 
may minifter unto me in the prieft’s office. 

42 And thou fhalt make them linen breeches to 
cover their nakednefs; from the loins even unto 
the thighs they fhall reach. 

43 And they fhall be upon Aaron, and upon his 
fons, when they come in unto the tabernacle of the 
congregation, or when they come near unto the altar 
to minifter into the holy place; that, they bear not 
iniquity, and die: z¢ /hall 4e a ftatute for ever unto 
him and his feed after him. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


x The facrifice and ceremonies of confecrating the priefts. 

38 The continual burnt offering. 43 God’s promife to 
Jantify and dwell among the children of Ifrael. 

ND this zs the thing that thou fhalt do unto 

them to hallow them, to minifter unto me in 

the prieft’s office : take one young bullock, and two 


rams without blemifh, 
2 And unleavened bread, and cakes unleavened 


nn 

35 His found faall be heard whew be goeth in, &c.| We are not to'd 
what the number of bells are, only theirufe. When the high-prieft 
was going into the fandtuary, he wore thefe little bells on the hem of 
his robe, as well to give notice to the people to prepare and fix their 
attention, as out of refpect to the divine prefence, refiding in the 
fanQum fanSorum, or holy of holies; firft defiring, as it were, per- 
miffion to enter, and that he might not, foran onitkanerly intrufion, 
be punithed with death. 

36 HOLINESS 10 THE LORD.] Which motto could not fail 
to remind the prieft, that he was confecrated to Jchovah, the great 
God of all the world. 

38 That daron may bear the iniquity of the holy things, &e.] i.e. 
That he may obtain purdon for the omiffions and deficiencies of the 
people, in their performance of religious duties, &c. 

40 Baunets, &c.] Wehave in this particular an inftance wherein 
the Jewith habit was ordained in oppofition to that of the Egyptians ; 
for the Egyptian priefts miniftered always barcheaded, but the Jewifh 
had their heads covered. 

42 Linen breeches, &c.| Which was in oppofition to the unchafte 
ritual of the neighbouring nations, who, in their adoration of Baal- 
peor, were guilty of feveral indecencies. 

43 9 flante fir ever, &c.] i. ¢. as long as the Jewith ftate fhall 
continue, or there fhall be any priefthood of the order of Aaron, 
they fhall appear before Godin thefe garments. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIIL 


From the particular care that was taken of the facrifices, we may learn 
firft, That God would have us, in all places of worfhip, to have 
the ordinances fo condutied, as to make a Jafting impreffion on 
our mind. Secondly, From the grand appearance that the robes 
of che high-prieft made, let us learn, that in our whole conduét in 
life our light fhould fo thine before men, that others f{ceing our 
good works, may glorify our Father who is in heaven. Laftly, 
by holinefs to the Lord being infcribed on the breaft-plate, let us 


learn that we fhould carry along with us, nor only holincfs of 


heart through life, but we fhould keep aholy jealoufy over all 
No. 8 
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tempered with oil, and wafers unleavened anointed 
with oil : of wheaten flour fhalt thou make them. 

3g And thou thale put them into one bafket, and 
bring them in the bafket, with the bullock and the 
two rams. 

4 And Aaron and his fons thou fhalt bring unto 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and 
fhalt wath them with water. 

§ And thou fhalt take the garments, and put upon 
Aaron the coat, and the robe of the ephod, and the 
ephod, and the breaft-plate, and gird him with the 
curious girdle of the ephod : 

6 And thou fhalc put the mitre upon his head, and 
put the holy crown upon the mitre. 

7 Then fhalt thou take the anointing oil, and pour 
i upon his head, and anoint him. 

8 And thou thalt bring his fons, and put coats 
upon them. 

-g And thou fhalt gird them with girdles, Aaron. 
and his fons, and put the bonnets on them: and the 
prieft’s office fhall be their’s for a perpetual ftatute : 
and thou fhalt confecrate Aaron and his fons. 

10 And thou fhalt caufe a bullock to be brought 
before the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
Aaron and his fons fhall put their hands upon the 
head of the bullock. 


of confecrating the prie/is. 


Before 
CHRIST 


149%. 


11 Andthou fhalt kill the bullock before the Lorp,- 


by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 
1z And thou fhalttake of the blood of the bullock, 
and putz upon the horns of the altar with thy finger, 
and pourall the blood befide the bottom of the altar. 
13 And thou fhalt take all the fat that covereth 
the inwards, and the caul ¢hat 7s above the liver, and 


‘the two kidneys, and the fat that zs upon them, and 


burn ¢hem upon the altar. 

14 Butthe fleth of the bullock, and his fkin, and 
his dung, fhalt thou burn with fire without the camp: 
it zs a fin offering. 

15 Thou fhalt alfo take one ram; and Aaron and 
his fons fhall put their hands uponthe headof theram. 

16 And thou fhait flay the ram, and thou fhalt take 
his blood, and fprinkle 7 round about upon the altar. 

17 And thou fhalt cut the ram in pieces, and wafh 
the inwards of him, and his legs, and put them unto 
his pieces, and unto his head. 

18 And thou fhalt burn the whole ram upon the 

. altar ; 


our actions, and on every oceafion take care not to offend, Ieftwe 
bring upon ourfelves the difpleafure of God. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIX. 


1 dnd this is the thing, &c.] In this chapter, we have a fuccin& 
account of the manner of confecrating the Jewith priefts, the cere- 
monies of which were doubtlefs in order to give them and the pco- 
ple a deep fenfe of the facrednefs of their office. The high prieft was 
a manifelt type of Jefus Chrift, our great high-prieft, who is gone 
into the heavens, there to appear before God, and make intercef- 
fion for us, as is fully and fublimely explained by St. Paul, H-3, vii. 

4 And foalt wafh them with water.| This was an ancient ceremo- 
ny, for ablution was obferved in aéts of worfhip as anemblem of 
inward purity, 

5 Lhsu foals take the garments, &c.| A typical reprefentation that 
after the priefts had by fpiritual washing purified themfelves from fin, 
they were to be clothed with the garments of righteoufnefs, of which 
ee ely joe oie types or fymbols. P/alm cxxxii. gy 16. 

ne bily ¢ own) 1.6. Vhe golden plate, u *hich was r= 
ed, Holinefs to the Lord. . oe re 
Jo Shall tut their hands upon the head of the bullock] Denoting by 
this that they difburdened themfelves of their fins, and laid them 
upon the head of the facrifice to be killed. “This prefigured Chritt 
the great facrifice, upon whom was laid the iniquity of all people. 

Tabernacle of the congrega rm, &c.] 1vis in the Hebrew, Taberna- 
cle of the mecting ; fo called, becaufe the people met or affembled 
there to perform their religious duties. 

13 dU the fat, &e.] i. e. the omentum, or caul; it migh: typi- 
cally reprefent the neceffity of mortifying all thofe vices which ftue 
pify and deaden the foul; or teach the neceffity of giving God the 
beft of our fubfance. 

14 Without the camt, &c.] This intimated, that the guilt of fin 
was carried out far from the people. So Chiift fuffered without 
the gate. . 

1§ Tlou foalt take one ram, &c.] Heifers, rams, and goats, were 
eftcemed facred animals, becaufe in fymbolic hierogly phics they were 

Ee ufled 





The ceremonies of confecration. 
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. Aaron, and upon the tip of the right car of his fons, 


for a wave: offering before the Lorp. 


EXO 


{weet favour, an offering made by fireunto the Lorn. 
tg And thou fhalt take the other ram; and Aaron 
and his fons fhall put their hands upon the head of 


the ram. : 
20 Then fhalt thou kill the ram, and take of his 


blood, and put z¢ upon the tip of the right ear of 


and upon the thumb of their right hand, and upon 


the great toe of their right foot, and fprinkle the |. 


blood upon the altar round about. : 

21 And thou fhalt take of the blood that zs upon 
the altar, and of the anointing oil, and fprinkle zz 
upon Aaron, and upon his garments, and upon his 
fons, and upon the garments of his fons with him : 
and he fhall be hallowed, and his garments, and his 
fons, and his fons’ garments with him. 

22 Alfo thou fhalt take of the ram the fat and the 
remp, and the fat that covereth the inwards, and the 
caul aéove the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat 
that 7s upon them, and the right fhoulder; for it zsa 
ram of confeeration : 

23 And one loaf of bread, and one cake of oiled 
bread, and one wafer out of the bafket of the unlea~ 
vened bread that zs before the Lorp : 

24 And thou fhalt put all in the hands of Aaron, 
and in the hands of his fons; and fhalt wave them 


a5 And thou fhalt receive them of their hands, 
and burn them upon the altar for a burnt offering, 
for a fweet favour before the LorD: it zs an offering 
made by fire unto the Lorn. 

26 ‘And thou fhalt take the breaft of the ram of 
Aaron’s confecration, and wave it fora wave offer- 
ing before the Lorn: and it fhatl be thy part. 

27 And thou fhalt fan&tify the breaft of the wave 
offering, and the fhoulder of the heave offering, 
which is waved, and which is heaved up, of the ram 
of the confecration, even of that which is for Aaron, 
and of that which is for his fons = 

28 And itfhall be Aaron’s and his fons’ by a ftatute 
for ever from the children of Ifrael : for itzs an heave 
offering: and it fhall be an heave offering from the 
childrenof Ifraelof the facrifice of their peace offer- 
ings, even their heave offering unto the Lorp. 

2g And the holy garments of Aaron fhall be his 
fon’s after him, to be anointed therein, and to be 
confecrated in them. 

30 And that fon that is prieft in his ftead fhall put 
them on feven days,when hecometh into the taberna- 
‘cle of the congregation to minifter in the holy place. 

gr And thou fhalt take the ram of the confecra- 
tion, and feethe his flefh in the holy place. 

32 And Aaron and his fons. fhall eat the fleth of 
the ram, and the bread that zs in the bafket, dy the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

33 And they thall eat thofe things wherewith the 


rR 
ufed to reprefent fome deity; the picture of the ram at firft, and the 
living animal in procefs of time, were peculiarly worfhipped at 
Thebes ; and in oppofition to this {pecies of idolatry, this command 
was probably given them. 

20 Put it upon the tip of the right ear, &c.| In {cripture, the ear is 
ufed, as the fymbol of obedience, the hand of aétion, and the foot 
as the fymbol of the path er conduct of life; the priefts were there- 
fore taught by this ceremony to apply theirears diligently to the ftudy 
of the law, to employ.their hands with the likediligence in the work 
of the facred miniftry, and to direét their feet to walk according to 
the commandments of God. 

27 The wade offering, and—the heave offering, &c.] Thefe phrafes 
“* wave” and ‘* heave” are ufed to denote any offering whatever ; 
however, the rabbins made a diftin@tion, and tell us, that the &rft 
was waved up and down, eaft, weft, north, and fouth ; to fignify that 
God was the Lord of the earth as well'as the heavens; the laft was 
only lifted up towards heaven, in token of its being devoted to God. 

30 Shall pur ibem on feven days, &c.| i. e. the feven days of confe- 
cration, before he entered upon his office, during which time the 

riefts were not to ftir from the door of the tabernacle by night or 
6 day. It is worthy of remark, that the number “ feven” is much 
regarded in facred matters. The blood of the atonement was {prink- 
Id before the mercy-feat feven times; the confecrating oil was 




























DUS. 
atonement was made, to confecrate and to fan&ify 
them: but a ftranger fhall not eat thereof, becaufe 
they are holy. 

34 And if aught of the flefh of the confecrations, 
or of the bread, remain unto the morning, then thou 
fhalt burn the remainder with fire: it fhall not be 
eaten, becaufe it zs holy. 

35 And thus fhalt thou do unto Aaron, and to his 
fons, according to all things which Ihave commanded 
thee: feven days fhalt thou confecrate them. 

36 And thou fhalt offer every day a bullock fora 
fin offering for atonement: and thou fhalt cleanfe 
the altar, when thou haft made an atonement for it, 
and thou fhalt anoint it, to fantify it. 

37 Seven days thou fhalt make an atonement for 
the altar, and fanétify it; and it fhall be an altar moft 
holy: whatfoever toucheth the altar fhall be holy. 

38 { Now this zs that which thou fhalt offer upon 
the altar; two lambs of the firft year day by day 
continually. 

39 The one lamb thou fhalt offer in the morning; 
and the other lamb thou fhalt offer at even: 

40 And with the one lamb a tenth deal of flour 
mingled with the fourth part of an lin of beaten oil; 
and the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink 
offering. 

41 And the other lamb tho fhalt offer at even, 
and fhalt do thereto according to the meat offering 
of the morning, and according to the drink offering 
thereof, for a {weet favour, an offering made by fire 
unto the Lorp. 

42 This /hall be acontinual burnt offering through- 
out your generations at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation before the Lorp: where I will 
meet you, to fpeak there unto thee. 

43 & And there I will meet with the children of 
Ifrael, and the tabernacle fhall be fan@tified by my glory. 

44 And I will fanétify the tabernaclcof the congre- 
gation, and the altar : I will fan@ify alfo both Aaron 
and his fons, to minifter to me in the prieft’s office. 

45 And I will dwell among the children of Ifrael, 
and will be their God. 

46 And they fhall know that I am the Lorp their 
God, that brought them forth out of the land of 
Egypt, that I may dwell among them: I am the 
Lorp their God. 


CHAP. XXX. 


1 The altar of incenfe. 11 The ranfom of fouls. 17 The 
brafenlaver. 2% The holy anointing ol. 34 The com~ 


pofition of the perfume, 
ND thou fhalt make an altar to burn incenfe 
upon: a@fhittim wood ihalt thou make it. 
2A cubit /hall dethe length thereof, and a cubit 
the breadth thereof; fourfquare fhall it be: and two 
cubits /hall be the height thereof: the horns thereof 


Shall 6 of the fame. 
3 And 


fprinkled on the altar feven times; the leper was fprinkled feven 
times; the days appointed for his cleanfing were feven; the time for 
the confecration of priefts was feven days, as alfo for purifying the 
unclean: Naaman was commanded to wath in Jordan feven times; 
Jericho was feven days befieged ; every feventh day was a fabbath; 
every feventh year a year of reft; and every feven times feven the 
year of jubilee. 

40 A tenth deal] That is atenth part of the ephah, fometimes 
called an omer, equivalent to about half a peck Englith meafure. 

Ax bin, &c.} i.e. about our gallon, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIX. 


In this chapter we read firft, thefolemn rites made ufe of at. the con- 
fecration of Aaron and his fons, which fhould teach us, that fome 
fort of folemnity fhould be obferved at the ordination of minifters. 
Secondly, The law concefming morning and evening facrifices 
fhould alfo teach us, that nothing can excufe us from beginning 
the day, and ending it, in begging the divine blefling upon our 
labour and fleep, and giving thanksto God for his mercies. Laft. 
ly, As God promifed that he would dwell among the children of 
Ifrael, as long as the memory of his name was kept up; fo Chrif- 
tians may be afluredof his favour, in attending to their duty, and 
en all occafions fhewing mercy and kindnefs to each other. 

EXPLANATORY 





The daily burnt offering. 
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The ranfom of fouls. CHA P. XXX. The anointing oil; and the perfume. 


' ~ 
Before 3 And thou fhalt overlay it with pure gold, the;fit between the tabernacle of the congregation and, Before 
CHRIST : CHRIST 
3491. COP thereof, and the fides thereof round about, and jj the altar, and thou fhalt put water therein. 1491. 


the horns thereof; and thou fhalt make unto ita 
crown of gold round about. F 

4 And two golden rings fhalt thou make to it 
under the crown of it, by the two corners thereof, 
upon the two fides of it fhalt thou make i¢; and they 
fhall be for places for the ftaves to bear it withal. 

5 And thou fhalt make the ftaves of thittim wood, 
and overlay them with gold. 

6 And thou fhalt put it before the veil that is by 
the ark of the teftimony, before the mercy feat that 
zs over the teftimony, where I Will meet with thee. 

7 And Aaron fhall burn thereon fweet incenfe 
every morning: when he dreffeth the lamps he fhall 
burn incenfe upon it. 

8 And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, 
he fhall burn incenfe upon it, a perpetual incenfe 
before the Lorn throughout your generations. 

9 Ye fhall offer no ftrange incenfe thereon, nor 
burnt facrifice, nor meat offering; neither fhall ye 
pour drink offering thereon. , 

10 And Aaron fhall make an atonement upon the 
horns of it once in a year with the blood of the fin 
offering of atonements: once in the year fhall he 
make atonement upon it throughout your genera- 
tions: it zs moft holy unto the Lorp. 

41 @ And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

12 When thou takeft the fum of the children of 
Ifrael after their number, then fhall they give every 
man aranfom for his foul unto the Lorp, when 
thou numbereft them; that there be no plague 
among them, when ¢how numbereft them. 7 

13 This they fhall give, every one that paffeth 
among them that are numbered, half a fhekel after 
the thekel of the fan@uary: (a fhekel zs twenty ge- 
rahs:) an half fhekel /rall be the offering of the 
Lorp. : 

14 Every one that paffeth among them that are 
numbered, from twenty years old and above, fhall 
give an offering unto the Lorp. 

15 The rich fhall not give more, and the poor 
fhall not give lefs than half a fhekel, when they give 
an offering unto the Lorp, to make an atonement 
for your fouls. 

16 And thou fhalt take the atonement money 
of the children of Ifrael, and fhalt appoint it for 
the fervice of the tabernacle of the congregation ; 
that it may be a memorial unto the children of 
Ifrael before the Lory, to make an atonement for 
your fouls. : 

17 | And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

18 Thou fhalt alfo make a laver @€brafs, and his 
foot alfo of brafs, to wafh withal: and thou fhalt put 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXX. 
6 Where I will meet thee, &c.] Refer to chap. xxv. 22. 


7 Scweet incenfe, Scc.} It appears from ver. 34. this incenfe was 
compounded of many tragrant and odoriferous fpices. 

9 Strange incenfe, &C.| i.e. Either fuch as is ufed by idolatrous 
nations, or fuch as is not exprefsly prefcribed by God himfelf. 


12 Then feall they give every man a ranfom for his foul, &c.} Which 


. tax was a pious acknowledgment to God, for having redeemed them 


trom the bondage of Egypt, and delivered them with his own hand 
from fo many dangers and difficulties. : 

13 Halfa fbekel| This was about fourteen pence of our money. 

After the Jackel of the fan€tuary| Many have fuppofed that there 
was an ordinary and an holy fhekel, and that the latter was twice as 
much as the former; but it is moft probable there was but one kind 
of thekel, which is here called, « of the fan@tuary,”’ becaufe there 
was one kept there as a proof, or {tandard, by which all thefe coins 
Were maintained in their juft value, weight, and goodnefs, 

Tewenty gerahs, &c.] A gerah was fomething more than a penny. 

15 The rich foall not give more, and the poor fhall nit give lefs, &c.} 
Thus all fouls are equal, alike in the efteem of God, who made 
them all. 

18 A laver of braft, &c.} On account of its extraordinary fize, 
this was called the brazen fea. It was placed in the court of the 
tabernacle, not far from the altar of burnt offerings. 

Five bundred foekels] This was fomething more than twenty 
pounds weight. : : 








1g For Aaron and his fons fhall wafh their hands 
and their feet thereat: 

20 When they go into the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, they fhall wafh with water, that they die 
not; or when they come near to the altar to mi- 
nifter, to burn offering made by fire unto the Lorp: 

21 So they fhall wafh.their hands and their feet, 
that they die not: and it fhall be a ftatute for 
ever to them, even to him and to his feed through- 
out their generations. 

_ 22 Moreover the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, fay- 
ing, 

a Take thou alfo unto thee principal fpices, of 
pure myrrh five hundred /hekels, and of fweet cin- 
namon half fo much, even two hundred and fifty 
hekels, and of {weet calamus two hundred and fifty 
chels, : 
24 And of caffia five hundred /hekels, after the 
fhekel of the fan€tuary, and of oil olive one hin: 

25 And thou fhalt make it an oil ofholy ointment, 
an ointment compound after the art of the apothe= 
cary: it fhall be an holy anointing oil. 

26 And thou fhalt anoint the tabernacle of the 
congregation therewith, and the ark of the tefti- 
mony. 

27 And the table and all his veffels, and the can- 
dleftick and his veffels, and the altar of incenfe, 

28 And the altar of burnt offering with all his 
veffels, and the laver and his foot. 

29 And thou fhalt fan&ify them that they may 
be moft holy: whatfoever toucheth them fhall be 
holy. 

‘ ae And thou fhalt anoint Aaron and his fons, and 
confecrate them, that éhey may minifter unto me in 
the prieft’s office. 

g1 And thou fhalt fpeak unto the children of 
Ifrael, faying, This fhall be an holy anointing oil 
unto me throughout your generations. 

32 Upon man’s flefh fhall it not be poured, nei- 
ther fhall ye make any other like it, after the com- 
pofition of it: it zs holy, and it fhall be holy unto 

ou. 

y 33: Whofoever compoundeth any like it, or who- 
foever putteth any of itupon a ftranger, fhall even 
be cut off from his people. 

34 I And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Take unto 
thee {weet fpices, fta€te, and onycha, and galbanum ; 
thefe fweet fpices with pure frankincenfe: of each 
fhall there be a like wezght: 

35 And thou fhalt make ita perfume, a confeétion 
after the art of the-apothecary, tempered together, 
pure and holy. 

: 36 And 





Saveet calamus, &c.} A fpicy root this, belonging to a particular 
flag or iris, called ‘* calamus aromaticus,” or {weet cane; 

24 Caffia, &c.] Secing that the drug now known by the name 
of caffia is not aromatic, it is imagined that the ancient coftus is 
here meant, which was fometimes burnt on the heathen altars, the 
beft fort of which grew in Arabia. There are faid to be various 


‘| kinds of it; but that in ufe with us is brought from the Eaft Indies, 


and has a fragrant fmell, not unlike that of violets. 

34 Sta&e] ‘Vhis was the beft fort of myrrh, or that which flows 
fpontaneoufly from the tree. Some think it was liquid ftorax, 
which is the produce of a particular tree growing near Suez, in 
Arabia, and in great efteem among the eaftern people. 

Onycha] Various are the opinions concerning this onycha. Some 
take it for the fhéell of a fifh which fed upon Fuilcetiard, found in 
certain pools and lakes, the beft of which Dibferides affirms, was 
brought from the Red fea. ‘The Arabic tranflation has it, Lauda- 
num, au aromatic gum, made ufe of by the Arabi-ns in the com- 
poftion of their perfumes. Others think it was bdellium. 

Galbanum] Which was the gum or Jiquor of a plant refembling 
fennel, which was common in Syria. Some tranflatiens diftinguith 
the galbanum here rendered, by calling it galbanum of fiveet odour, 
to diftinguith it from the common fort, which is of a difagreeable 
fcent. There was a particular f{pecies, the product of mount Amaria; 
in Syria, of a very pleafing odour. 

Frankincenfe, &c.| A dry refinous fubftance this, of an agreeable 
fmell, common in fome parts of Arabia, particularly in that called 
Sabza. 

36 Pu: 





| The .obfervance of the fabbath. 


enien 36 And thou fhalt beat fome of it very fmall, and 
1491. put of it before the teftimony in the tabernacle of 


the congregation, where I will meet with thee: it 
fhall be unto you moft holy. 

37 Andas for the perfume which thou fhalt make, 
ye fhall not make toyourfelvesaccording to the com- 
pofition thereof; it fhall be unto thee holy for the 
Lorn. : 

38 Whofoever fhall make like unto that, to {mell 
thereto, fhall even be cut off from his people. 


C H A PR XXXI. 


1 Bezaleel and Aholiab are called, and qualified for the 
work of the tabernacle. 12 Theobfervance of thefabbath 
zs again commanded. 18 Mofes receiveth the two tables. 


-ND the Lorp fpake unto Moles, faying, 
2 See, I have called by name Bezaleél the fon 
of Uri, the fon of Hur, of the tribe of Judah: 

3 And I have filled him with the fpirit of God, in 
wifdom, and in underftanding, and in knowledge, 
and in all manner of workmanfhip, 

4 To devife cunning works, to work in gold, and 
in filver, and in brafs, 

5 And in cutting of ftones, to fet them, and in carv- 
ing of timber, to work inall manner of workmanhhip. 

6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, 
the fon of Ahifamach, of the tribe of Dan: and-in the 
hearts of all that are wife hearted I have put wifdom, 
that they may make all that I have commanded thee; 

7 The tabernacle of the congregation, and the 
ark of the teftimony, and the mercy feat that zs 
thereupon, and all the furniture of the tabernacle, 

8 And the table and his furniture, and the pure can- 
dleftick with all his furniture, andthealtar of incenfe, 

g And the altar of burnt offering with all his fur- 
niture, and the laver and his foot, 

10 And the cloths of fervice, and the holy gar- 
ments for Aaron the prieft, and the garments of his 
fons, to minifter in rhe prieft’s office, 

art And the anointing oil, and fweet incenfe for 
the holy glace: according to all that I have com- 
manded thee fhall they do. 





36 Put of it before the teflimony, &c.] i. es Upon the altar of in- 
cenfe, placed before the ark, but without the veil. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXX. 


By the altar of incenfe being placed before the veil, we are to learn, 
firft, That till Chrift came, there would be a ftate. of darknefs 
that would refemble the fhade made by a veil. Secondly, As 
the money paid by way of ranfom for the people was to fupport 
the tabernacle; fo it is our duty to contribute towards fupporting 
fuch places as are fet apart for the fervice of the Divine Being. 
Thirdly, The priefts were commanded to wath themfelves, before 
they performed any fervices; and this fhould teach us, that in 
all our approaches to God we fhould be divefted of every impurity. 
Laftly, The ftri& charge given to them not to employ the oil to 
any prrpofe but that which had been prefcribed, implies, that great 
refpect fhould be fhewn to every thing fet apart for a religious ufe. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXXI. 


2 Sees I have called by name] Or, in other words, I have chofen, 
or appointed him. . 

Bezaleel, the foun of Uri, &c.} 
logy is fully defcribed. 

8 The pure candleftick, &c.|] It was fo denominated, either from 
its being confecrated, or becaufe it was made of pure gold ; though 
moft probably for the latter reafon. 

10 The cloths of fervice, &c.] . i. e- The veil, curtains, and co- 
verings of the tabernacle, the hangings of the court, and all the 
coverings which ferved in their removals, to wrap up the holy 
things in. 

13 Verily my fabbaths ye foall keep] The Hebrew particle ach being 
ufed as an ¢xceptive particle, the words may be rendered, Never- 
thelefs my fabbath ye fhall keep. Notwithftanding I have been 
thus particular in my dire€tions concerning the number, form, and 
materials of all thefe things, yet do not imagine that all I require 
confitts merely in fuch externals, which will not acquit youof your 
neglect of other duties, and, in particular, the obfervation of my 
fabbath, ‘ , 

i is a fign between me and voy, &c.] For by this you fignify, that 
you are the worthippers of thcone Supreme Heing, who in the fpace 
of fix days created all things, and on the feventh refted or ceafed 
from his works. 


1 Chrom ii, 18—zo. this genea- 


14 Every one that defileth it, &c.} Seeing the fabbath was pecu- 


EXODUS. 


The people caufe Aaron to make a calf. 


12 @ And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, ene 
13 Speak thou alfo unto the children of Ifrael, ee 


faying, Verily my fabbaths ye fhall keep: for it zs a 
fign between me and you throughout your genera~ 
tions; that ye may know that 1 am the Loro that 
doth fanétify you. 

14. Ye fhall keep the fabbath therefore; for it ts 
holy unto you : every one that defileth it fhall fure- 
ly be put to death: for whofoever docth any work 
therein, that foul fhall be cut off from among his 
people. 

15 Six days may work be done; but inthe feventh 
ts the fabbath of ref®, holy to the Lorv: whofoever 
doeth any work in the fabbath day, he thall furely 
be put to death, ‘ 

16 Wherefore the children of Ifrael fhall keep the 
fabbath, to obferve the fabbath throughout their 
generations, for a perpetual covenant. 

17 It isa fign between me and the children of 
Ifracl for ever: forzn fix days the l.ord made hea- 
ven and earth, and on the feventh day he refted, 
and was refrefhed. 

18 ¢ Andhe gave unto Mofes, when he had made 
an end of communing with him upon mount Sinai, 
two tables of teftimony, tables of flone, written with 
the finger of God. 


C HA P. XAXAXIE. 


t The people in the abfence’ of Mofes caufe Aaron to 
make a calf. 7 Godis angered therety. 11 At the 
intreaty of Mofes heis appeafed. 15 Mofes cometh down 
wrth the talies: 19 He éreaketh them: 20 He defiroy- 
eth the calf. 21 daron’s excufe for himfelf. 25 
Mofes caufeth the edolaters to ¢e flain. 30 He prayeth 
for the people. 33 God’s anfwer. 

ND.when the people faw that Mofes delayed 
to come down out of the mount, the peaple 
gathered themfelves together unto Aaron, and faid 
unto him, Up, make us gods, which fhall go before 
us; for as for this Mofes, the man that brought us 
up out of the land of Egypt, we wot not what is 
become of hiin. 
z And 





liatly given to the Jews, asa fign of the covenant between them and 
God, the violation of this day, omitting the moral events it pro- 
duced, was in effect an infringement of the covenant, confequently 
an a& of rebellion, and juftly punifhed with immature ‘death, as 
the words ‘* cut off’ imply. 

15 The fabbath of.rff, &c.] It isin the Hebrew, The ret of 
refis; and fignifies, that of all others, this day ought moit religi- 
oufly to be obferved, and kept with great punétualiry, 

18 Tables of fioue, curitien with the finger of Ges.) Several confider 
this as a metaphoric il expreffion, implying, that the words of the 
decalogue were wrjgten by the hand of Mofes, by the particular 
direction of God ; though the phrafe feems rather to fignify, thac 
God employed neither Mofes, nor any orher infirument in writing 
them, but that by his own powerful operation it was performed. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXL 


In this chapter we find, that God did not leave it to the people 
to make choice of proper perfons for the fervice ; and from 
. hence we may learn, firtt, That we have no right to nominate 
any other officers for his fervice than are mentioned in his 
word. Secondly, ‘Phat although the Ifraclites had been long op- 
preffed in Egypt, yet they had many ingenious perfons among 
them; which points out to us, that God can give many things to 
the opppreffed which have been denied by their cruel ratkmatters. 
Thirdly, From the frequent mention here made of the fabbath, 
we may obferve, thatas God knows of how much value divine wor- 
fhip is to us, fo he would have it carefully attended to. Laftly, 
Lerthe care that God took to enjoin the whole law, remind us 
to make that part which is moral the unalterable rule of our 
conduct. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXXII. | 


1 Up, make us gods} This fhould have been rendered in the fingular, 
Up, make us a god. From hence ir isevident, that the Ifraelites had 
imbibed the idolatrous notions of the Egyptians. who worfhipped the 
golden calf, They had waired above a month for Mofes’s retura from 
the mount, but now deéfpairing of it, they thought it neceflary to 
have a god of fome kind, to direét them in their way thréngh the 
wildernefs. Some are of opinion that the lfraelites evidently in- 
tended the worfhip of the true God under this fimilitude; accord. 
ingly we find, ver.5. their feaft was proclaimed to the Lord, or Je- 
hovah. However, not only to worfhip a falfe deity, but alfo 
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A AC ALT LTO 


| Mofes breaketh the two tables, 


CHAP. 


XXXII. 


and caufeth the rdolaters to be flain. 


eel 


Before 


2 And Aaron faid unto them, Break off the golden 


CHRIST earrings, whichare in the ears of your wives, of your 


54936 


fons, and of your daughters, and bring them unto 
me. 
3 And all the people brake off the golden earrings 
which were intheir ears,and broughtthem unto Aaron. 

4 And he received them at their hand, and 
fafhioned it with a graving tool, after he had made 
it.a molten calf: and they faid, Yhefe de thy gods, 
O [frac], which brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. 

5 And when Aaron faw 7, he built an altar before 
it; and Aaron made proclamation, and faid, To- 
morrow 7s a feaft to the Lorn. 

6 And they rofe up early on the morrow, and 
offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offer- 
ings; and the people fat down to eat and to drink, 
and rofe up to play. 

y @ And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Go, get thee 
down; for thy people, which thou broughtelft out of 
the land of Egypt, have corrupted themfelves : 

8 They have turned afide quickly out of the way 
which 1 commanded them: they have made them a 
molten calf, and have worfhipped it, and have facri- 
ficed thereunto, and faid, Thefe dethy gods, O Ifrael, 
which have brought thee up outof theland of Egypt. 

Andthe Lore faid unto Mofes, I have feen this 
people, and, behold, it és a ftiffnecked people: 

10 Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath 
may wax hot againft them, and thatI may confume 
them: and I will make of thee a great nation. 

11 & And Mofes befought the Lor p his God, and 
faid, Lorn, why doth thy wrath wax hot againft thy 
people, which thou haft brought forth out of the land 
of Egypt with great power, and with a mighty hand? 

12 Wherefore fhould the Egyptians fpeak, and 
fay, For mifchief did he bring them out, to flay them 
in the mountains, and to confume them from the 
face of the earth? Turn from thy fierce wrath, and 
repent of this evil againft thy people. 

13 Remember Abraham, Ifaac, and Ifrael, thy fer- 
vants, to whom thou fwareft by thine own felf, and 
faidft unto them, I will multiply your feed as the 
ftars of heaven, and all this land that I have fpoken 
of will I give unto your feed, and they fhall inherit 
zt for ever. : 

14 And the Lorp repented of the evil which he 
thought to do unto his people. . 

15 & And Mofes turned, and went down from the 
mount, and the two tables of the teftimony were in 
his hand: the tables were written on both their 


TT 
the true by an external image, was by the fecqnd commandment 
equally forbidden. 

Which feall go before us, &c.| As their intention was to return 
into Egypt, they flattcred themfelves, that by carrying before them 
the god fo highly adored in that country, the Egyptians would for- 
give their defeétion, and receive them again into their country. 

4. And fafbioned it with a graving tool| The verb tzur here trailated 
‘© fathioned,”’ fignifics to bind or tie up,’’ and cherret denotes 
“a bag’? as well as a graving tool; this paffage therefore may be 
rendered, And he received them, (vz. the golden ear-rings) at their 
hand, and tied them in a bag, and caufed them to be caft into a 
molten calf. 

A molten calf. &c.] Which was in imitation of the Egyptian 
god Apis or Serapis, which was a living ox, as well asan image 
made in the likenefs of an ox. 

5 Aarcn made proclamation, &c.} Many have endeavoured to ex- 
cufe the conduét of Aaron upon this occafion, but certainly it will 
admit of no palliation: fuch examples of human frailty'and weak- 
ifs ought to texch us to be conftantly on our guard, and éarefully 
to avoid every temptation of fin, 2 

6 To play.} ‘This in the Hebrew fignifies, To laugh. It was 
the cuftom of th<: Egyptians when they had found out their god Apis, 
to bring him with great pomp and folemnity to Memphis, the royal 
city, the children going before in proceflion, and the company 
finging a fong of praife to thedeity. This rejoicing of the Ifraclites 
might therefore be in imitation of the Egyptian cuftom. 

_. 9 Thy people, &c.| ‘This is a term of difdain, by which God 
difavowed ,them from being his people, who had fo grievoufly cor- 
rupted themfelves by idolatry. 

9 Afiffuchked proplr.| That is; refraG@ory. It is a metaphorical ex- 
peeten taken from oxen, Chat will not yield theirrecks to the yoke. 

“No. &. : 


fides ; on the one fide and on the other were they Before 
i CHRIST 
written. ce 


16 And the tables were the work of God, and the 
writing was the writing of God, graven upon the.ables. 

17 And when Jofhua heard the noife of the peo- 
ple as they fhouted, he faidunto Mofes, There isa 
noife of war in the camp. 

18 Andhe faid, 7 is not the voice of them that 
fhout for maftery, neither zs zt the voice of them that 
cry for being overcome: but the noife of them that 
fing do I hear. 

ig @ Andit came to pals, as foon as he came nigh 
unto the camp, thathe faw the calf; and the dancing: 
and Mofes’ anger waxed hot, and he caft the tables 
out of his hands, and brake them beneath the mount. 

20 @ And he took the calf which they had made, 
and burnt 7 in the fire, and ground it to powder, 
and ftrawed zé upon the water,and made the children 
of Ifrael drink of zt. . 

21 J And Mofes faid unto Aaron, What did this 
people unto thee, that thou haft brought fo greata 
fin upon them? 

22 And Aaron faid, Let not the anger of my lord 
wax hot; thou knowelt the people, that they are fet 
on mifchief. 

23 For they faid unto me, Make us gods, which 
fhall go before us: for as for this Mofes, the man 
that brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we 
wot not what is become of him. 

24 And I faid unto them, Whofoever hath any 
gold, let them break zt off. So they gave zf me: then 
I caft it into the fire, and there came our this calf. 

25 & And when Mofes faw that the people were 
naked ; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their 
fhame among their enemies :) 

26 Then Mofes ftood in the gate of the camp, and 
faid, Who zs onthe Lorn’s fide? let him come unto 
me. And all the fons of Levi gathered themfelves 
together unto him. 

27 Andhe faid unto them, Thus faith the Lorp 
God of Ifrael, Put every man his {word by his fide, 
and go in and out froma gate to gate. throughout the 
camp, and flay every man his brother, and every 
man his companion, and every man his neighbour. 

28 And the children of Levi did according to the 
word of Mofes: and there fell of the people that day 
about three thoufand men. 

29 For Mofes had faid, Confecrate yourfelves to 
day to the Lorn, even every man upon his fon, and 
upon his brother; that he may beftow upon youa 
bleffing this day. 30 F And 
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14 The Lord repented, &c. This is a figurative expreffion, adapted 
to the fentiments and affe€tions of human nature. 

19 Brake them beneath the mount.) Defignedly, by which he gave 
them to underftand, they had broken their folemn covenant with 
God, through their idolatry. ; 

20 He took the calf which they had made, and burnt it in the fire] By 
this we underftand, that Mofes calcined it, and reduced it to duft. 

Made the children of Ifrael drink of i:.) i.e. he caft the powder 
into the brook that defcended out of the mount of Horeb (Deut. ix. 
21.) which being the only waterin the thirfty defert, the Ifraelites 
were obliged to drink of it. ‘This was to render them the more fen- 
fible of their folly, in worfhipping that fora god which was to pafs 
through their bodies in a few hours. 

22 They are feton mifchief.] i.c. the people are prone to the finof 
idolatry. 

24 7 oft it into the fire, and there came out this calf-] Aaron here 
diffembles, and endeavours to extenuate his crime, by pretending 
that the calf was made rather by chance than defign. . 

25 -Were naked, &c.] Many underftand by this, that they were 
divefted of their virtue and piety; but (though this was true) the 
moft natural fignification feems to be, that they wanted arms, and for 
that reafon were not able to refift the Levites, afew of whom flew 
3000 of the people, as in ver. 28. 

26 All the fous of Levi gathered themfelwes together, &c.] By this 
we learn, that not only all the other tribes had joined in the idola- 
trous feaft, but even fome of the Levites, becaufe Mofes commands 
them to flay every man his brother, and every man his companion, 
in cafe he fhould come in his way. - 

29 Conjecrate yourfelves to day, &c.| | We may render this paflage 
thus, Confecrate yourfelves to-day to the Lord, becaufe every man 
hath been againft his fon, and againft his brother, &c. &c. 

“FEF 32 IR 


God refufeth to go with the people EX O DUS. Mofes defireth to fee the glory of God. 


Before. _ 30 | And it came to pafs on the morrow, that 





7 | And Mofes took the tabernacle, and pitched Before 
it without the camp, afar off from the camp, and cal-CHRIST 


CHRIST yf ofes faid unto the people, Ye have finned a great 


fin: and now I will go up unto the Lorp; perad- 
venture I fhall make an atonement for your fin. 

31° And Mofes returned unto the Loxop, and faid, 
Oh, this people have finned a great fin, and have 
made them gods of gold. 

2 Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their fin —; and 
if not, blot me, I pray thee, out of thy book which 
thou baft written. 

33 © And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Whofoever 
hath finned againft me, himwill I blot outofmy book. 
.34 Therefore now go, lead the people unto the 
lace of which I have fpoken unto thee: behold, mine 
Angel fhall go before thee: neverthelefs in the day 
when I vifit I will vifit their fin upon them. 
35 And the Lorn plagued the people, becaufe 
they made the calf, which Aaron made. 


. CHA P. XXXII. 


t The Lord refufeth to go with the people. 4 The people 

_ mourn thereat. 7 The tabernacleis removed out of the 
camp. 9 The Lord talketh familiarly with Mofes out 
of the cloudy pillar, 12 Mofes prayeth for the con- 
dinuance of God's prefence, 18 and defireth to Jee the 
glory of God. 


ND the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Depart, and go 

up hence, thou and the people which thou haft 

brought up out of the land of Egypt, unto the land 

which I {ware unto Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, 
faying, Unto thy feed will I give it: 

“"s And I will fendan angel before thee; and I will 

drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, and the Hittite, 
and the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebufite: 

3 Untoa land flowing with milk and honey : for I 
will not go up in the midft of thee; forthou art a ftiff- 
necked people: left I confume thee in the way. 

4 And when the people heard thefe evil tidings, 
they mourned : and no man did put on him his orna- 


ments. 

5 For the Lorp had faid-unto Mofes, Say unto 
the children of Ifrael, Ye are a ftiffnecked people : I 
will come up into the midft of thee ina moment, and 
confume thee: therefore now put offthy ornaments 
from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee. 

6 And the children of Ifrael ftripped themfelves 
of their ornaments by the mount Horeb. 


Ce NT a aE aan 
- 32 If not, blot me, I pray thee] This is certainly an expreffion 
of great affeGtion towards his countrymen; fince he preferred even 
death to being the beholder of fo horrid and terrible a fight. 

Out of thy book which thon haft writen.) Which expreffion alludes 
to the cuftom of numbering the people, by inferting their names in 
a regifter, or {croll. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXII. 


This chapter leads us to confider, firft, The great fin of the Ifrael- 
ites, who, notwithftanding fo many warnings that God had given 
them to fhun idolatry, and the folemn promifes lately made by 
them, fell into that fin. Secondly, That although they pretend- 
ed to worfhip the true God, under the figure of a golden calf, 

et they were guilty of real idolatry; which fhews, that it 
3s abfolutely forbidden to worfhip any image ; and that thofe 
things which God had forbid, cannot be rendered lawful “y the 
intention. ‘Thirdly, We may likewife obferve the weaknefs of 
Aaron, who, inftead of oppofing the idolatry, confented to it; 
and learn to refift all evil pretences with courage. Fourthly, The 
great charity of Mofes, who interceded with fo much zeal for 
the children of Ifrael, fhould ferve us for anexample, and a mo- 
tive too, to intercede and pray for finners. The punifhment 
which the Levites executed upon the idolatrous people muft be. 
acknowledged to be very juft, though it was very fevere, God 
having exprefsly ordered to put to death thofe that were guilty of 
idolatry. Leftly, This chapter fhould bring to our mind what 
St. Paul fays, 1 Cor. x. that thefe things are our examples, to the 
intent that we fhould not luft after evil things, as did the Ifracl- 
ites ; and that we fhould not imitate them in their idolatry, &c. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXIH. 


2 Iwill fend an angel beforeahee, &C.] This angel wasa being of 
an order inferior to that which went before them in the cloud, as ap- 
eens from ver. 3- See Exod, xxiii, 20. ‘Deut. vii. 22. fifo. XXIV. 14. 


led it the Tabernacle of the congregation. And it 
came to pafs, that every one which fought the Lorp 
went out unto the tabernacle of the congregation, 
which was without the camp. 

8 And it came to pafs, when Mofes went out unto 
the tabernacle, that all the people rofe up, and ftood 
every mana his tent door, and looked after Mofes, 
until he was gone into the tabernacle. . 

9 { And it came to pals, as Mofes entered into 
the tabernacle, the cloudy pillar dcefcended, and 
ftood aé the door of the tabernacle, and the LORD 
talked with Mofes. 

10 And all the people faw the cloudy pillar fand 
ai the tabernacle door: and all the people rofe up 
and worfhipped, every man 7 his tent door. 

11 And the Lorn {pake unto Mofes face to face, as 
aman fpeaketh unto his friend. And he turned again 
intothe camp: but his fervant Jofhua, the on of Nun, 
a young man, departed not out of the tabernacle. 

riz @ And Mofes faid unto the Lorn, See, thou 
fayeft unto me, Bring up this people: and thou haft 
not let me know whom thou wilt fend with me. Yet 
thou haft faid, I know thce by name, and thou haft 
alfo found grace in my fight. 

13 Now, therefore, I pray thee, if I have found 
grace inthy fight, fhew me now thy way, that I may 
know thee, that I may find grace in thy fight: and 
confider that this nation 7s thy people. 

14 And he faid, My prefence fhall go with thee, 
and I will give thee reft. , 

15 Andhe faid unto him, If thy prefence go not 
with me, carry us not up hence. 

16 For wherein fhall it be known here that I and 
thy people have found grace in thy fight? 7s z not 
in that thou goeft with us ? fo fhall we be feparated, 
I and thy people, from all the people that a7¢ upon 
the face of the earth. 

17 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Twill do this 
thing alfo that thou haft fpoken: for thou haft found 
grace in my fight, and I know thee by name. 

18 G Andhe faid, I befeech thee, fhewme thy glory. 

19 And he faid, I will make all my goodnefs pafs 
before thee, and 1 will proclaim the name of the Lorn 
before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be 
gracious, and will fhew mercy on whom I will fhew 


mercy. 
eo And 


AT LE a 

5 L will come up ina the midft of thee, &c.) With greater propriety 

may this be rendered thus, Should I come up into the midft of thee, 
Iwould confume thee in a moment. 

6 By the mount, &c.| It is in the Hebrew, ‘ from the mount,” 
i. e. at fome diftance from it. 

q The tabernale, Sc.) Which muft hare been either the tent of 
Mefes, or fome other; for the facred tabernacle was not yet built. 

9 Cloudy pillar, &c.} This appearance fhewed that Mofes had 
not moved the tabernacle without the approbation of God- 

11 The Lord fpake unto Mofes face to face-| i.e. Goud revealed his 
will to him, not in dreams and vifions, nor in awfuland tremendous 
circumfances, but in anawdible voice, and ina familiar manner. 

Young man, &c.] At this time Jofhua muft have been upwards 
of fifty. The Hebrew word waar, fignifies “ a minifter or fervant,’” 
as appears from Gen. xiv. 24. and if we tranflate it fo here, the in- 
confiftency of the text will be removed, it will run thus: His fer- 
vant Jofhua who miniftered unto him, departed, &c- 

12 1 know thee by nar, &c.| This word * know,” is in ferip- 
ture often“afed for to approve of, or favour; and the words ‘* by 
name” fignify;In an efpecial manner. 

13 Shes me ow thy way, &c.) Which requeft may either fignify, 
that Mofes was defirons of knowing the manner in which God de- 
figned to behavé%owards the Ifraelites, after their defeGtion; or that 
he befought him to difcover his mercy towards them for the future. 

19 Tewill make all my gorducfs paft before thee} By this we under- 
ftand that God would difplay his glory before him in fuch a manner, 


as fhould not harm, but rather grdtify and delight him; or it may’ 


fignify his gracious intentions concerning the Ifraelires. 

1 will proclaim] , This implies, either that God would give him 
notice by a voice of his glorious prefence, or elfe, that he would 
give him affurance of the truth of hispromifes. 9. 

“ill be gracious to awhom I will be gracious, &c.} ‘That is, as I 


know the hearts of all men, I am the only true judge who are the. 


proper obje&ts of my mercy and grace 
5 20 There 


145%. 
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Mofes goeth up again into the mount. CHAP. XXXIV. 


The two tables renewed. 



































Belo 20 And he faid, Thou canft not fee my face: for 10 @ And he faid, Behold, I make a covenant: Before 
oS there fhall no man fee me, and live. before all thy people I will do marvels, fuch as have jen 


oer 21 And the Lorn faid, Behold, there zs a place 


by me, and thou fhalt ftand upon a rock: 

22 And it thall come to pafs, while my glory paf- 
feth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and 
will cover thee with my hand while 1 pafs by: 

23 And I will take away mine hand, and thou fhalt 
fee my back parts: but my face fhall not be feen. 


“C H A P. XXXIV. 


1 Mofes is commanded to prepare new tables, and to go 
ap again to the top of the mount. 4 The name of the 
Lord is there proclaimed before him. 8 Mofes in- 
treateth God to go with the people. 10 God maketh a 
covenant with them, in which he reftraineth idolatry ; 
and 18,21, 22, 23, 25 repeatcth certain duties before 
preferibed. 27 Mofes continueth in the mount forty 
days, and by God’s command writeth upon the tables 
the ten commandments. 29 On his return his face 
JShineth, and he covercth tt with a veil. 


ND the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Hew thee two 

tables of {tone like unto the firft: and I will 

write upon ¢hefe tables the words that were in the 
firft tables, which thou brakeft. , 

2 And be ready in the morning, and come up in 
the morning unto mount Sinai, and prefent thyfelf 
there to.me in the top of the mount. 

3 And no man fhall come up with thee, neither let 
any man be feen throughout all the mount; neither 
let the flocks nor herds feed before that mount. 

4 TAnd he hewed two tables of ftone like unto the 
firft; and Mofes rofe up early in the morning, and 
went up unto mount Sinai, as the Lorp had com-| 
manded him, and took in his hand the two tables 
of ftone. UP a, 

5 And the Lorn defcended in the cloud, and 
ftood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the Loxrp. 

6 Andthe Lorp paffed by before him, and pro- 
claimed, The Lorn, The Lorp God, merciful and |. 
gracious, longfuffering, and abundant in goodnefs 
and truth, 

7 Keeping mercy for thoufands, forgiving iniquity 
and tranfgreffion and fin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty ; vifiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children, and upon the children’s children, 
unto the third and to the fourth generation. 

8 @ And Mofes made halte, and bowed his head 
toward the earth, and worfhipped. 

g And he faid, If now I have found grace in thy 
fight, O Lorn, let my Lord, I pray thee, go among 
us; for it 2s a ftiffmecked people; and pardon our ini- 
quity and our fin, and take us for thine inheritance. 
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20 There fhall no man fee me axd live.) This is becaufe of the 
weaknefs and infirmities of human nature, on the one hand, which 
cannot hear the refulgence of the divine prefence ; and of iniquity 
on the other, becaufe God is of purer eyes than to behold fin. 

23 Thon shalt fee my back parte: but my face foall not-be feen.} Here 
Mofes fpeaks of God in terms borrowed from grofs fenfe: for 
though God is a pure Spirit, without either body or parts, yet as 
we can underftand nething but by the mediation of our fenfes, it was 
abfolutely neceffary for him to ufe fuch terms. By this back-parts, 
we may underftand the brightnefs of his majetty, though not in its 
full fplendor ; by his face, his full glory, and his brightnefs unveiled; 
and by his hand, with which he covered Mofesgetmay.be denoted a 
cloud which he caft about him, that he might i 
the refulgence of the divine rays. : “fre 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CG! P. XXXII. 
Here, by the example of the Iftaelites, who ftript themfelves of 

their ornaments, after they had been punifhed for thtir idolatry, 

weare taught to humble ourfelves, and to fhew marks of our con- 
trition when God is angry with us. Sccondly, The manner in 
which God fpake, and communicated himfelf to Mofes, fhews 
that he was a very weak prophet, and that,his laws and his doc- 
trinecame from God, and confequently that they ought to be 
confidered by.us with great refpect. Thirdly, It is alfo to be 
obferved, in the prayers that Mofes continued to pour forth for 
the Lfraelites, the extreme tendernefs he had for them, and his 
great zeal for the glary of God. Fourthly, God’s anfwer to 







‘tthou break his neck. 
‘}thou fhalt redecm. 


not been done in all the earth, nor in any nation: 
and all the people among which thou art fhall fee 
the work of the Lorn: for it isa terrible thing that 
I will do with thee. 

141 Obferve thou that which I command thee this 
day: behold, I drive out before thee the Amorite, 
and the Canaanite, and the Hittite, and the Periz- 
zite, and the Hivite, and the Jebufite. 

12 Take heed to thyfelf, left thou make a cove- 
nant with the inhabitants of the land whither thou 
goeft, Icft it be fora {mare in the midft of thee: 


13 But ye fhall deftroy their altars, break their * 


images, and cut down their groves: 

14 For thou fhalt worfhip no other god: forthe 
Lorp, whofe name zs jealous, zs a jealous God: 

15 Left thou make a covenant with the inhabitants 
of the land, and they go a whoring after their gods, 
and do facrifice unto their gods, and one call thee, 
and thou eat of his facrifice ; 

16 And thou take of their daughters unto thy fons, 
and their daughters go a whoring after their gods, 
and make thy fons goa whoring after their gods. 

x7 Thou fhalt make thee no molten gods. 

28 @ The feaft of unleavened bread fhalt thou 
keep. Seven days thou fhalt eat unleavened bread, 
as I commanded thee, in the time of the month 
Abib: for in the month Abib thou cameft out from 
Egypt. eos 

1g All that openeth the matrix zs mine; and every 
firftling among thy cattle whether ox or fheep, that zs 
male. 

20 But the firfling of an afs thou fhalt redeem 
with a lamb: and if thou redeem Azm not, then fhalt 
All the firftborn of thy fons 


me empty. 
21 4 Six days thou fhalt work, but on the feventh 
day thou fhalt reft: in earing time and in harveft 


‘thou fhalt reft. 


22 I And thou fhalt obferve the feaft of weeks, 
of the firftfruits of wheat harveft, and the feaft of 
ingathering at the year’s end. 

23 @ Thrice in the year fhall all your menchildren 
appear before the Lorp God, the God of Ifrael. 

24 For I will caft out the nations before thee, and 
enlarge thy borders: neither fhall any man defire 
thy land, when thou fhalt go up to appear before the 
Lorp thy God thrice in the year. 

25 Thou fhalt not offer the blood of my facrifice 
with leaven; neither fhall the facrifice of the feaft 
of the paffover be left unto the morning. 


26 The firk of the firftfruits of thy land thou fhale 
bring 


ane 

Mofes, when that prophet befought him to let him fee his glory, 

fhews us, that God dwells in inacceffible Hight, as St. Paul faye, 

2 Tim. vi. and that no man can fee him in this life. This ought 

to convince us that Jefus Chrift our Lord is infinitely above Mo- 

fes; fince he has feen God, and was with him from the begin- 
ning, Fohbni. Laftly, We ought to believe, that though we 
cannot fee God in this life, we fhall fee him as he isin the 
life to come; and this hope fhould engage us to purify ourfelves 

as he is pure, 1 Fobx iii. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXIV. 

3 Herw thee tavo tables of flone, &c.) We fee by tHis command how 
greatly God had been offended ; for the firft tables were the work of 
God, and written with his finger; but thefe were the work of men. 

6 Merciful and gracicus, long fuffering, and abundant in gooduefs and 
truth.] Ourdaily experience muft neceffarily convince us how truly 
thefe epithets belong to God Almighty. 

3 And that will by no ns clear the guilty, &e.J} Thongh the word. 
guilty” is not inthe original, the fenfe requires this addition. 

@ For it is a Piffnecked peuple, &c-] Here the particle * for,” may 
be better rendered ‘‘ though,” and then the fenfe will be, Pardon 
our iniquities and our fin, though we are a fiffhecked people. 

15 Go awhoring} Whoredom and adultery are the terms gen¢- 
rally ufed to imply their idolatries- ' . 

And thou eat of bis facrifice.} Thefe facrifices were religious feafts, 
confequently, to partake of idolatrous facrifices, was, to countenance 
and make a profeffion of idolatry. ; 

29 The 


And none fhall appear before — 





_Mofes’ face fhineth. 


bring unto the houfe of the Lory thy God. Thou 
fhalt not feethe a kid in his mother’s milk. 

' 971 And the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Write thou 
thefe words: for after the tenor of thefe words I have 
made a covenant with thee and with Ifrael. 

28 And he was there with the Lorn forty days 
and forty nights; he did neither eat bread, nor drink 
water. And he wrote upon the tables the words of 
the covenant, the ten commandments. 

29 And it came to pafs, when Mofes came down 
from mount Sinai with the two tables of teftimony in 
Mofes’ hand, when he came down from the mount, 
that Mofes wift not that the fkin of his face fhone 
while he talked with him. : 

»30 And when Aaron and all the children of Ifrael 
faw Mofes, behold, the fkin of his face fhone; and 
they were afraid to come nigh him. : 

’ g1 And Mofes called unto them; and Aaron and 
all the rulers of the congregation returned unto him: 
and Mofes talked with them. 

32 And afterwards all the children of Ifrael came 
nigh: and he gave them in commandment all that 
the Lorp had fpoken with him in mount Sinai. 

33 And zll Mofes had done fpeaking with them, 
he put a veil on his face. 

34 But when Mofes went in before the Lorp to 
fpeak with him, he took the veil off, until he came 
out. And he came out, and f{pake unto the children 
of Ifrael that which he was commanded. 

35 And the children of Ifrael faw the face of 
Mofes, that the fkin of Mofes’ face .fhone: and 
Mofes put the veil upon his face again, until he 
went in to fpeak with him. 


Before 
CHRIST 
2491. 


CHAP. XXKV. 
2 The fabbath. 4 The free gifts for the tabernacle. 20 


The readinefs of the people to offer. 30 Bezalcel and 
Aholiab De ates to the work. 


A ND Mofes gathered all the congregation of 
the children of Ifrael together, and faid unto 
them, Thefe are the words which the Lorp hath 
commanded, that ye fhould do them. 

29% Six days fhall work be done, but on the feventh 

_ day there fhall be to you an holy day, a fabbath of 
reft to the Lorp: whofoever doeth work therein 
fhall be put to death. : 

3 Ye fhall kindle no fre throughout your habita- 
tions upon the fabbath day. 

. 4 LAnd Mofes fpake unto all the congregation of 
the children of Ifrael, faying, This zs the thing which 
the Lory commanded, faying, 

5 Take ye from among you an offering unto the 
Lorn: whofoever zs of a willing heart, let him bring 
it,an offering of the Lorn; gold and filver, and brafs, 





29 The fhin of bis face foone, &c.] Theword werender “ Shone” 
in the Hebrew, fignifies, Was horned; being permitted fo near an 
approach to the divine glory, he carried off (though unknown to 
himfelf) fuch a beamy luftre, as played about his head and face 
for a confiderable time. The heathens (perhaps from hence) ufed 
to reprefent their gods with a beamy glory around their heads. 
‘The Roman emperors, who were honoured as a fort of deities, were 
likewife thus reprefented. Pliny in his panegyric, makes the thining 
head of Dominian the fubje&t of fome banter. Homer in like manner 
makes Minerva irradiate the head and armour of Diomede, &c. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIV. 


In this chapter we are to obferve three things: Firft, ‘That the laws 
about the firft-born, firft-fruits, fabbath, and feafts, were eftab- 
lifhed by the great wifdom of God, to the end that the Ifraelites 

_ might remember the frowns that God had fhewed them; and to 
_ prevent them from imitating the cuftoms and fuperititions of the 
idolatrous nations. Secondly, That when the Hraelites cele. 
. brated their folemn ‘eftivals, God hindered their enemies from 
coming into their country, which was a very particular mark of 
_ the divine protection over this feet and fhould be a leffon to 
us, that God bleffes thofe who ferve him, and defends them from 
the dangers to which they might be expofed by their obedience. 
. Thirdly, ‘The fhining of Mofes’s face, when he came down from 






















6 And blue, and purple, and [carlet, and fine linen, 
and goats’ hazr, 


and fhittim wood, 


oil, and for the fweet incenfe, 

g And onyx ftones, and ftones to be fet for the 
ephod, and for the breaftplate. 

10 And every wife hearted among you fhall come, 
and make all that the Loxp hath commanded ; 

11 .The tabernacle, his tent, and his covering, his 
taches, and his boards, his bars, his pillars, and his 
fockets, 

12 The ark, and the ftaves thereof, with the mercy 
feat,.and the veil of the covering, ‘ 

13 The table, and his ftaves, and all his veffels, 


land the fhewbread, 


14 The candleftick alfo for the light, and his fur- 
niture, and his lamps, with the oil for the light, 

15 And the incenfe altar, and his flaves, and the 
anointing oil, and the fweet incenfe, and the hanging 
for the door at the entrance of the tabernacle, 

16 The altar of burnt offering,with his brafen grate,. 
his {taves, and all his veffels, the laver and his foot, 

17 The hangings of the court, his pillars, and their 
fockets, and the hanging for the door of the court, 

_18 The pins of the tabernacle, and the pins of the 
court, and their cords, 

1g The cloths of fervice, to do fervice in the holy 
place, the holy garments for Aaron the prieft, and the 
garments of his fons, to minifter in the prieft’s office. 

20 2 And all the congregation of the children of 
Ifrael departed from the prefence of Mofes. 

21 And they came, every one whofe. heart ftirred 
him up, and every one whom his fpirit made willing, 


‘and they brought the Lorp’s offering to the work of 


the tabernacle of the congregation, and for all his 
fervice, and for the holy garments. 

22 And they came, both men and women, as 
many as were willing hearted, and brought bracelets, 
and ear rings, and rings, and tablets, all jewels of 
gold: and every man that offered offered an offering 
unto the Lorn. 

23 And every man,with whom was found blue, and 


purple,and fcarlet,and fine linen, and goats’ hatr, and 


red fkins of rams, and badgers’ fkins, brought them. 

24 Every one that did offer an offering of filver 
and brafs, brought the Lornp’s offering: and every 
man, with whom was. found fhittim wood for any 
work of the fervice, brought z¢. 

25 And all the women that were wife hearted did 
fpin with their hands, and brought that which they 
had fpun, doch of blue, and of purple, and of {carlet, 
and of fine linen. 

26 And all the women whofe heart ftirred them 
up in wifdom fpun goats’ Aair. ou 
27 And 


the mount, was an affurance to the people of Hrael, that he {pake 
tothem from God ; and it gives us an idea of the glory that will 
encompafs the bleffed, when they fhall fee God, and enjoy his 
prefence above. ~ 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXV. 


1 And Mofes gathered, &c.j Here the hiftorian refumes his account 
of the priefts, wHich,had been interrupted by his relation of the mol- 


. s to the execution of the divine will. 
this precept 
prevent the-peg) 








rk be done, &c.) By the frequent repetition of 
great importance. It is repeated here, to 
pec om violating, the fabbath by too great an affi- 

duity in ereéting ‘tabernacle. 

3 Ye foall kindle’ no fire, Sc.) That is, they might not kindle a 
fire even to drefs their meat, nor for any fervile work, only to warm 
themfelves when the weather was cold. 

22 Tablets, &c.} Many think thefe ‘were golden buckles worn 
at the girdle; buc others imagine it was a kind of ribbon or girdle, 
worn by the women ggund their breatts. 

23 With whom watt found blue, &e.J] All yarn or wooko£. this 
colour, was woven into garments and hangings for;the afé of the 
tabernacle. en. Peas a 

25 Brought that which they kad jpun, &e.] For thefe were the 


offerings of the lower forts of peppit. See chap. xxv. 4. fe 
oe 27 e 


7 And rams’ fkins dyed red, and badgers’ fkins, 


8 And oil for the light, and fpices for anointing- 


EXODUS. The readinefs of the people to offer. 


Before 


CHRIST 
- 14g. 





_ The offerings delivered to the workmen. CHAP, XXXVI. Liberality of the people refirained. 


Before 


CHRIST 4 be fet, for the ephod, and for the breaftplate ; 


“-adgte 


. neither man nor woman make any more work for the 


ag And the rulers brought onyx ftones, and ftones 



























jcurtains of fine twined linen, and blue, .and purple, 
and fearlet: with cherubims of cunning work made 
he them. , 

9 The length of-one curtain was twenty and eight 
cubits, and the breadth of one curtain four cubits: 
the curtains were all of one fize. , 

10 And he coupled the, five curtains one unto 
another: and the other five curtains he coupled one 
unto another. se 2 

11 And he made loops of blae on the edge of one 
curtain from the. felvedge in the coupling: likewife 
he made in the uttermoft fide of another curtain, in 
the coupling of the fecond. ae 

12 Fifty loops made he in one curtain, and fifty 
loops made‘he.in the edge of the curtain which’ was 
in the coupling of the fecond:. the loops held one 
curtain to another, ; 

13 And he made fifty taches of gold, and coupled 
| the curtains one unto another with the taches: fo it 

became one tabernacle. 
14% And he made curtaing ‘of goats’ hair for the 


28 And {pice, and oil for the light, and for the:}. 
anointing oil, and for the fweet incenfe. 
_ 29 The children of Ifrael brought a willing offer- [| 
ing unto the Loxp, every man and woman, whofe: 
heart made them willing to bring for all manner of 
work, which the Loxp had commanded to be made 
by the hand of Mofes. 

30 & And Mofes faid unto the children of Irael, 
See, the Loxp hath called by name Bezaleel the fon 
of Uri, the fon of Hur, of the tribe of Judah ; 

3t And he hath filled him with the {pirit of God, 
in wifdom, in underftanding,.and in knowledge, and 
in all manner of workmanfhip ; 

32 And to devife curious works, to work in gold, 
and in filver, and in brafs; 

.33-And in the cutting of ftones, to fet them, and J; 
in carving of wood, to make any manner of cunning 
work. . oe 
34 And he hath put in his heart that he may teach, | 
both he, and Aholiab, the fon of Ahifamach, of the 
tribe of Dan. ' ; s 

35 Them hath he filled with wifdom of heart, to 
work all manner of work, of the engraver, and of the 
cunning workman, and of the embroiderer, in blue, 
and in purple, in fcarlet, and in fine linen,. and of 
the weaver, cven of them that do any work,, and of fj 
thofe that devife cunning work. 


CHA P.: XXXVI. 


1 The offerings are dehvered to the workmen. 4 The'li- 
berality of the people is reftrained. 8 The curtains 
with cherubims. 14 The curtains of goats’ hair. 19 
The covering Te 20 The boards with their 
Jjockets. 31 The bars. 35 The veil. 37 The hang- 
ing for the door: a Ae iattee at 

fds wrought Bezaleel and Aholiab, and every 

wife hearted man, in whom the Lorn put wife 
dom and underflanding to know how to wark all 
manner of work for the fervice of the.fan&tuary, ac- 
cording to all that the Lorp ‘had commanded. 

2 And Mofes called Bezalcel and Aholiab, and 
every wife hearted man, in whofe heart the Lorp 
had put wifdom, even every one whofe heart ftirred. 
him up to come unto the work to do it: ‘ 

3 And they received of Mofes all the offering, 
which the children of Ifrael-had brought for the 
work of the fervice of the fan€tuary, to make it withal. 
And they brought yet unto.him free offering every 
morning. on 

4 @ And all the wife. men, that wrought all the 
work of the fan€tuary, came every man from his 
work which thev made ; : 

5 And they fpake unto Mofes, faying, The people 
bring muth more than enough for the fervice of the 
work, which the Lorn commanded to make. 

6 And Mofes gave commandment, and they caufed 
it to be proclaimed throughout the camp, faying, Let 


them. : : 
a5 The length of one curtain was thirty. cubits, 
and four cubits wes the. breadth of one curtain: the 
eleven curtains were of one fize. ; 

16 And he coupled five curtains by themfelves, 
and fix curtains by themfelves. 

17 And he made fifty loops: upon the uttermoft 
edge of the curtain in the coupling, and fifty loops 
made he upon the edge of the curtain which cou- 
picth the fecond. te 

“18 And he’ made fifty taches of brafs to couple the 
tent together, that it might be one. , 

19 I And he made a covering’for the tent of rams” 
fkins dyed red, and a covering of badgers’ fkins 
above that. ~ 
~' 20°G And he'made boards for the tabernacle of 
fhittins wood, ftanding up. 5 

21° Fhe length of a board was'ten cubits, and the 
breadth of a board one cubit and a half. ‘ 
“+ @2 One board-‘had two ténons, equally diftant one 
from another: thus did he make for all the boards 
of the tabernacle. , 

23 And he made boards for the tabernacle; twenty 
boards for the fouth fide fouthward : - , 

24 And forty fockets of filver he made under the 
twenty boards; two fockets under one board for his 
two tenons, and two fockets under another board for 
his two tenons. . 

25 And forthe other fide of the tabernacle, which 
zs toward the north corner, he made twenty boards, 

. 26 And their forty fockets of filver; two fockets 
under one board,andtwo fockets under another board: 
_27 And for the fides’-of the tabérnacle weftward 
he made fix boards. ‘aia 

_28 And two boards made he for the corners of the 
tabernacle in the two fides. ; : ; 

29 And they were coupled beneath, and coupled 
together at the head thereof, to one ring; thus he 
did to both of them in both the corners, 

’ go And there were cight boards: and their fockets 
were fixteen fockets of filver, under every board two 


fockets. : / 
no ; , g1 TAnd 

- : cn apeeespcenareeaemaniememrriraiane = a 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI. 

1 Then wrought, Bezalec!, &c.} We,do not find the particle 
*tthen”’ in the Hebrew : Junius therefore connects this paflage with 
the lait verfe of the preceding chapter, and reads the whole fentence 
in the futare tenfe: thus, Bezaleel theréfore fhall do the work, and 
Ahpliab, and every wife hearted man, &c. . 

_ 3 Aud they brought yer unto him free offerings every morning.} This 


offering of the fanctuary. So the people were re- 
ftrained from bringing. a 
7 For the ftuff they had was fufficient#r all the 
work to make it, and too much. Wh, 
8 @ And cvery wife hearted man-gmong them 











27 Whe rulers brought cxyx ficurs, &.] ‘They b 
cious ftones as the Iower clafs of people could nor 
with gold, filver, fpices, and oil, &c. &c. oa 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXXV. 
The cheerfulnefs and liberaligy fhewn by the people of Ifrael, in 
givirig what was neceffary to the tabernacle, fhould ftir us up to 
contribate as freely to the fervice of Gad, and swith pleafare to 
dévote oods to pious and churitable ufts. We may alfo 
ae Sehapter, that every one, according to his condi- 
ibute tashe' edification of the church, and that 
“tier Dat. ought AQ it) as far as God gives ‘them 
firength and means, © Tyg, : 


No. g- : s “Peet 






they had lately done for erecting the molten calf. 
5 The people bring much more than enoughy &c.) “Believing, perhaps, 
that thefe external performances would atone for the omiffion of. 







Gg 


was out of an earneft.defire to thew their zeal for God’s fervice, .as . 


_Before 


that wrought the work of the tabernacle made teNGHRIST 


14Q%6 


tent over the tabernacle: eleven curtains he made. 


the weightier dutics.of religion afd morality. ; bgt? 
De ee | 31 OF 





The ark, mercy feat, and table. 


EXODUS. 


The candlefiick, incenfe, Ee. 





PuRGom 31 @ And he made bars of fhittim wood; five for 
oe the boards of the one fide of the tabernacle, 


32 And five bars for the boards of the other fide 
of the tabernacle, and five bars for the board. of the 
tabernacle for the fides weftward. 

33 And he made the middle bar to fhoot through 
the boards from the one end to the other. 

34 And he overlaid the boards with gold, and 
made their rings of gold to be places for the bars, and 
overlaid the bars with gold. 

35 2 And he made a veil of blue, and purple, and 
fcarlet, and fine twined linen: with cherubims made 
he it of cunning work. 

36 And he made thereunto four pillars of fhittim 
wood, and overlaid them with gold: their hooks were 


of gold ; and he catt for them four fockets of filver. 
37 I And he made an hanging for the tabernacle, 


door of blue, and purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined 
linen, of needlework ; . 

38 And the five pillars of it with their hooks: and 
he overlaid their chapiters and their fillets with gold: 
but their five fockets were of brafs. 


CHAP, XXXVI. 

4 The ark. 6 The mercy feat with cherubims. 
table with his veffels. 17 The candleflick with his 
lamps and inftruments. 25 The altar of incenfe. 29 
The anointing oil, and fweet incenfe. 

ND Bezaleel made the ark of fhittim wood: 
two cubits and a half was the length of it, and 

a cubit and a half the breadth of it, anda cubit and 

a half the height of it: 

2 And he overlaid it with pure gold within and 
without,and made a crown of gold to it round about. 

3 And he caft for it four rings of gold, to be fet by 
the four corners of it; even two rings upon the one 
fide of it, and two rings upon the other fide of it. 

4 And he made ftaves of fhittim wood, and over- 
laid them with gold. 

5 And he put the ftaves into the rings by the fides 
of the ark, to bear the ark. 

6 4 And he made the mercy feat of pure gold: 
two cubits and a half was the length thereof, and 
one cubit and a half the breadth thereof. 

7 And he made two cherubims of gold, beaten out 
of one piece made he them, on the two ends of the 
mercy feat; 

8 One cherub on the end on this fide: and another 
cherub on the other end on that fide: out of the mercy 
feat made he the cherubims on the two ends thereof. 

g And the cherubims fpread out¢he:r wings on high, 
and covered with their wings over the mercy feat, 
with their faces one to another; even to the mercy 
featward were the faces of the cherubits. 

10 I And he made the table of fhittim wood: two 
cubits was the length thereof, anda cubit the breadth 
thereof, and a cubit and a half the height thereof: 

11 And he overlaid it with pure gold, and made 
thereunto a crown of gold round about. 

12 Alfo he made thereunto a border of an hand 


10 The 





37 Of needle usrk.| ‘This is in the Hebrew, The work of a 
needle worker, or embroiderer. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXVI. 


Jn the firft place, the particular direGions here yiven concerning the 
. building of the tabernacle are fufficient to convince us of the 
great care God took of his external worfhip : hence we may 
Icarn, that decent external rites are at all times neceffary in di- 
vine worfhip. Secormdly, By the artifts being infpired to execute 
the different pieces of workmanthip, we are taught, that when- 
- ever God has any thing to accomplith, cither for his own glory 
- orthe good of his church, he will be fure to furnith the means. 
Laftly, From the whole, let us be careful to make a proper ufe 
of the gofpel, that does not come to us burdened with rites and 
ceremonies, but calculated to promote our trucft interefts. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI. 


9 With their faces.one to anather ; even to the mercy featward, &c.] 
Many commentators, efpecially the learned Mede, from this paflage 






























each other, 





breadth round about; and made a crown of gold for 


the border thereof round about. 


13 And he caft for it four rings of gold, and put 


the rings upon the four corners that were in the four 
feet thereof. 


14 Over againft the border were the rings, the 


places for the ftaves to bear the table. 


15 And he madc the ftaves of fhittim wood, and 


overlaid them with gold, to bear the table. 


16 And he made the veffels which were upon the 


table, his difhes, and his fpoons, and his bowls, and 
his covers to cover withal, of pure gold. 


17 4 And he made the candlcftick of pure gold: of 


beaten work made he the candleftick; his fhaft, and 
his branch, his bowls, his kuops, and his flowers, 
were of the fame: 


18 And fix branches going out of the fides thereof; 


three branches of the candlcltick out of the one fide 


thereof, and three branches of the candIeftick out of 
the other fide thereof: 


19 Three bowls made after the fafhion of almonds 


in one branch, a knopand a flower; and three bowls 
made like almonds in another branch, a knop and 2 


flower: fo throughout the fix branches, going out of 
the candleftick. 


co And inthe candleftick were four bowls made 


like almonds, his knops, and his flowers: 


21 Anda knop under two branches of the fame, 


and a knop under two branches of the fame, and a 
knop under two branches of the fame, according to 
the fix branches going out of it. 


22 Their knops and their branches were of the 


fame : all of it was one beaten work of pure gold. 


23 And he madc his feven lamps, and his {nuffers, 


and his fnuffdifhes, of pure gold. 


24 Of atalent of pure gold made he it, and all 


the veflels thereof. : 


25 And he made the incenfe altarof fhittim wood: 


the length of it was a cubit, and the breadth of it a 
cubit; 2 was four fquare; and two cubits.was the 
height of it; the horns thercof were of ‘the fame. 


26 And he overlaid it with pure gold, both the top 


of it, and the fides thereof round about, and the 
horns of it: alfo he made unto it a crown of gold 
round about. 


27 And he made two rings of gold for it under 


the crown thereof, by the two corners of it, upon 
the two fides thereof, to be places for the flaves to 
bear it withal. 


28 And he made the ftaves of fhittim wood, and 


overlaid them with gold. 


2g i And he made the holy anointing oil, and the 


pure incenfe of fweet f{pices, according to the work 
of the apothecary. 


pes 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 23 
1 The altar of burnt offering. 8 The laver of brafs. 9 The 
court. 21 The fum of that which the people offered. 


AND 


have been of opinion, that the cherubims were in the form of flying 
oxen, imaging that otherwife they could not have their faces at the 
fame time towards one another, and towards the mercy feat. Butif 
they were ofa human figure, their faces might be turned towards 
at the fame time their eyes directed downwards to 






ithal, &c.] It is in the Hebrew, To pour out 
P. XxVv- 29. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CMAP. XXXVIL 
The care that God took to keep the childrea of Ifrael from falling 
into idolatry, fhould thew ns, that God, as a moft tender and be- 
nevolent father, provides at all tffines for the happpinefs of his 
creatures, that they may truft in him for the furure, and a@ con- 
fiftent with his will. Secondly, The alacri ith which the 
artifts performed their work, fhould prompt us igitets 
difcharge of sey eu Lait!;, Though a as 
fign a reafon why fo many article! te made § q : 
(enriacle, yet na ought {oie Wee that nae by the ap- 
pointment of God, and coapajuently for the heft purpofes.- 
re". FNPLANATORY 


withal. 











Before 


CHRIST 


1492, 





The altar of burnt offering. CHAP. XXXVIII. The fum of the offerings. 
a 





Before N D he made the altar of burnt offering of fhit- 19 And their pillars were four, and their fockets 0 Before 
CHRIST 7 rood: fiv bits w braf: . - ~ CHRIST 
sage tim wood: five cubits was the length thereof, rafs four; their hooks of filver, and the overlaying 149%+ 






















and five cubits the breadth thereof; it was four- 
{quare; and three cubits the height thereof. 

2 And he made the horns thereof on the four 
corners of it; the horns thereof were of the fame: 
and he overlaid it with brafs. 

3 And he made all the veffels of the altar, the pots, 
and the fhovels, and the bafons, and the flefhhooks, 
and the firépans: all the veflels thereof made he of 
brafs. ; 

4 And he made for the altar a brafen grate of 
network under the compafs thereof beneath unto 
the midft of it. - . 

5 And he caft four celge the four ends of the 


of their chapiters and their fillets of filver. 

20 And all the pins of the tabernacle, and of the 
court round abcut, were of brafs. 

21 4 This is the fum of the tabernacle, even of 
the tabernacle of the teftimony, as it was counted, 
according to the commandment of Mofes, for the 
fervice of the Levites, by the hand of Ithamar, fon 
to Aaron the prieft. ; 

22 And Bezaleel the fon of Uri, the fon of Hur, 
of the tribe of Judah, made all that the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes. 

23 And with him was Aholiab, fon of Ahifamach, 
of the tribe of Dan, an engraver, and a cunning 
workman, and an embroiderer in blue, and in pur 
ple, and in fcarlet, and fine linen. 

24 All the gold that was occupied for the work 
in all the werk of the holy place, even the gold of 
the offering, wastwenty and nine talents, and feven 
hundred and thirty fhekels, after the fhekel of the 
fan@tuary. 

25 And the filver ofthem that were numbered of 
the congregation was an hundred talents, and a thou- 
fand feven hundred and threefcore and fifteen fhe- 
kels, after the fheke} of the fan@uary. 

26 A bekah for every man, ¢hatzs, half a fhekel, 
after the fhekel of the fan@uary, for every one that 
went to be numbered, from twenty years old and up~ 
ward, for fix hundred thoufand and-hree thoufand 
and five hundred and fifty men. 

27 And of the hundred talents of filver were caft 
the fockets of the fan€tuary, and the fockets of the 
veil; an hundred fockets of the hundred talents, a 
talent for a focket. 

28 And of the thoufand feven hundred feventy 
and five /hekels he made hooks for the pillars, and 
overlaid their chapiters, and filleted them. 

2g And the brafs of the offering was feventy ta- 
lents, and two thoufand and four hundred fhekels. 

go And therewith he made the fockets to the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the brafen 
altar, and the brafen grate for it, and all the veffels 
of the altar. 

gi And the fockets of the court round about, and 
the fockets of the court gate, and all the pins of the 
tabernacle, and all the pins of the Court round 
about. 


grate of brafs, to be PlacésMr the ftaves. © 

6 And he made‘the ft 
overlaid them with brafs.* ~ > 

7 And hé put the ftaves4nto the rings on the fides 
of the altar, to bear it wathal ; he made the altar 
hollow with boards. : : 

8 @ And he made the laver of brafs, and the' foot 
of it of brafs, of the looking glaffes‘of the women 
affembling, which affembled aé-the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation: cs. 

9 § And he made the court: on the Youth fide 
fouthward the hangings of the court were of fine 
twined linen, an hundred cub@™: : 

10 Their pillars were twenty, and their brafen 
fockets twenty; the hooks ofghe pillars and their 
fillets were of filver. Beh Lo ss 

11 And for the north fide of phethangings were an 
hundred cubits, their pillars were twenty, and their 
fockets of brafs twenty ; the hooks of thé pillars and 
their hilets of filver. Pe hog aes 

12 And for the weft fide wee hangings of fifty cu-’ 
bits, their pillars ten, and their fockets ten; the hooks 
of the pillars and their fillets of. Slver. 

13 And for the gaft fide eaftward fifty cubité - 

14 The hangings of the one‘ fide of the gate were 
fifteen cubits; their pillars three, and their fockets 
three. 3 

15 And for the other fide of the court gate, on this 
hand and that hand, were hangings of fifteen cubits ; 
their pillows thtee, and their fockets three. 

16 All the hangings of the cgurt round about were 
of fine twined linen. 

17 And the fockets of the pillars were-of brafs; the 
hooks of the pillars and thgig: fillets of filver; and 
the overlaying of their chapiters of filver; and all 
the pillars of the court weM filleted with filver. 

18 And the hanging for the gate of the court was 
needlework of blue, and purpte, and fcarlet, and fine 
twinedjinen: and twenty cubits was the length, and 
the hejgier he breadth was five cubits, anfwerable 


s of fhittim wood, and 
et 


‘CHA P. AAAIX. 
1 The cloths of fervice, and holy garments. 2 The ephod- 
8 The breafiplate. 22 The robe of the ephod. 27 
The coats, mitre, and girdle of fine linen. 30 The 


plate of the holy crown. 32 All is viewed and ap- 
proved by Mofes. 






AND 


rn 
tabernacle. We imagine that it fignifies only the whole fum of the 
particulars belonging to the tabernacie; and it mutt be confeffed, 
the Septuagint, Vulgate, Chaldee, and Arabic, fupport this opinion. 

According to the commandment of Mefes, &c.] In the Hebrew, Becaufe 










TORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXVUI. 

1 Aad altar, &c.} MH the Septuagint this chapter is 
begun wich 2 iption of the ing of the ark. But the va- 
riations from.tge, H brew copy Deir numerous and too proalix to 
be i Sdn os readegy Wi 







i, fe onr omiffion pf them. the fervice of the Levites was prefcribed by the mouth of Mofes. 
8 Booking glaffes| Whidh wesel pelithed ral and it was a 24 Tawenty and nine talents, and feven hundred and thirty fockcl:, &C.} 
cofem fopelp Egyptian women 19 carry thefe mirfers with them |} Which fum amounts to upwards of an hundred and fifty pounds 








0 places trois worfhip. «> ” %, fterling. 
GQ 


the bomen affembh é. Jo" ghe ord tranft ‘affembling” 25 And the filer of them that were nsibored: &c.} Seeing that fix 
is rzabe, which fignifies, A- er army. T toerenders | | hundred and three thoufand five hundred and fifty men, offered half 
it, Which,w; ed; the Cues Oo came t and the } | a thekel each, they amount to three hundred and one thoufand feven 


Arabi, jalfembled in troops. “Fbe‘propr 
military to this affembly 9 omen, will a) 
that:Rot‘yply the Levites, bas Hkewile the ref ; 
aft in companies, at the temple, or tabe sand alter- 
ed each other; whence nby are ftyle the Pfalms, 
ch. rSem.ti. 22. Pal. xegr. 2. and, e147. 

She teighe m the breadth, &c.) We Mall pérceive the propricty 
eMebrew idiom, if we eanfider that“ic Féfew to two different 

a ging, both as it tay down on fie ggonnd, and as it 
ptwas its breadth when it !ayaalong, was its height 


eth qrie ‘piakaive Se HE context, that by the word 
iS Teage the fu nees and value of tie 
i 










hundred and feventy-five fhekels; which at two fhillings and four- 
pence cach, amount to thirty-five thoufand two hundred and feven 
pounds fterling. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXVIIE. 


Firft, Weare to obferve, that the people fpared nocoft in adoming 
the fan€tuary of God. Let this teach us who ought to be the 
living temples of our God, that we fhould be fruitful in every 
good work. Secondly, Let us learn from their cheerfulnefs, that 
good works alone, are the moft certain marks of genuine repen- 
tance, without which, we can never enjoy the divine favour. 
Laftly, No forts of riches can be better employed, than fuch as 
are ufed to promote the interefts of true religion and virtue. 


EXPLANATORY 
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OS: 


The cloths of fervice, ephod, 8c. 


EXODUS. 





All is viewed and approved by Mofer, 
i fos 





Before 


© A*N D of the blue, and purple, and fcarlet, they 
CHRIST 3 : ise eee ; 
aor. made cloths of fervice, to do fervice in the 


holy place, and made the holy garments for Aaron; 
as the Lorp commanded Mofes. 

2  And-be made the ephod of gold, bluc, and 
purple, and fcarlet, and fine twined linen. 

3 And they did beat the gold into thin plates, and 
cut zt ente wires, to work i in the blue, and in the 
purple, and in the fearlet, and in the fine linen, with 
cunning work. 

47v hey made fhoulderpieces for it, to-couple it tQ- 
gether: by the two edges was it coupled together. 

5 And the curious girdle of the ephod, that was 
upon it, was of the fame, according to the work 
thereof; of gold, blue, and purple, and fcarlet, and 
fine twined linen; as the Lory commanded Moles. 

6 And they wrought onyx ftones inclofed in 
ouches of gold, graven, as fignets are graven, with 
the names of the children of Ifracl. 

7 And he put them on the fhoulders of the ephod, 


that they fhould be {tones for a memorial to the chil-} 


dren of Ifrael ; as the Lorn commanded Moles. 

8@ And he fade the breaftplate of cunning work, 
like the work of the epbod; of gold, bluc, and pur- 
pie, and fcarlet and fine twined linen. 

9g It was fourfguare; they made the breaftplate 
double: a fpan was the Jength thereof, and a {pan 
the breadth thereof, bezng doubled. 

10 And they fet it in four rows of flones: ihe firfl 
row wes a fardius, a, topaz, and a carbuncle: this 
was the firft row. 

at And the fecond row, 
and a diamond. 

12 And the third row, a ligure, an agate, and an 
amethy ft. 

13 And the fourth row, a beryl, an onyx, anda 
jafper: they were inclofed in ouches of gold in their 
inclofings. 

14 And the ftones were according to. the ‘names 
of the children of Hfrael, twelve, according to their 
names, lide the engravings of a fignet, every one with 
his name, according to the twelve tribes. 

15 And they made upon the breaftplate chains at 
the ends, of wreathen work of pure gold. 

15 And they made two ouches of gold, and two 
gold rings, and put the two rings in the two ends 
of the brealtplate. 

17 And they put the two wreathen chains of gold 
in the two rings on the ends of the breaftplate. 

18 And the two ends of the two wreathen chains 
they faftened in the two ouches, and put them on the 
{houlder-pieceés of the epbod, before it. 

1g And they made two rings of gold, and put ‘hem 
on the two ends of the breaftplate, upon the border 
of it, which was on the fide of the ephod inward. 

20 And they made two other golden rings, and put 
them on the two fides of the ephod underneath, to- 
ward the forepart of it, over againft the other coupling 
thereof, above the curious girdle of the ephod. 

21 And they did bind the breaftplate by his rings 
unto the rings of the ephod with a lace of blue, that 
it might be above the curious girdle of the ephod, 
and that the breaftplate might not be loofed from the 
ephod ; as the Loxp commanded Mofes. 


an emerald, a fapphire, 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXXIX, 


8. dnd be made the breaft plate of cunning work, &c.] As Mofes 
here, In giving an account of the making the breaftplate, and the 
fev eral parts of it, makes no mention of the Urim and Thummim, 
itis looked upon as an argument, that they were not diftinct things, 
but pnly related to the precious tones of ‘the breaftplate. Sse the 
note on chap. xxvili. 30, 

42, <tecording tn all that the Lord commanded M:fes, fa, &¢.] This has 
refpyét to the charge before given. Mofes has been very exact in re- 
peating all the {everal particulgss of the tabernacle, to fhew the care 
which be and the warkmen had to make all things, borh for matter 
and form, accosding to the pattera and commandment given of God 

43 Adder blogjad then.) Pronounced a blefling from the Lord 
upon.the workmen. 


twork, all of bluc. 


22 © And he made the robe of the ephod of woven Before 
] of CHRIS} 


ne ; Tyre 
23 sind éhere wasan hoie in the midft of the robe, 


as the hole of an habergeon, wif a band round about 
the hole, that it fhould not rend. 

24 And they made upon the hems of the robe 
pomegranaics of blue, and purple, and fcarlet, aud 
twined d:ien,. 

25 And they made bells of pure gold, and put. the 
bells between the pomegranates upon ite hem ofthe 
robe, round about between the pomegranates; 

a6 A bell and a pomegranate, a bell and a poine- 
nd about the hem of the robe to minifier 
wit p commande d Mofes. 

Ete ie COats of fine linen ef woven 
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Aaron and hus fons to be fanctified. 


CHAP. 


XL. 


A cloud covereth the tabernacle. 





Before 


CHRIST 


a491- 











Ge: A ee eR: 


1 The tabernacle is commanded to be reared with all its 
furniture, g and anotated. 12 Aaron and his fons to 
be fundified. 16, 17, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 33 
Mofes performeth all chin zgs accordingly. 34 4 cloud 
covercth the tabernacte. 

ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2°On the firft day of the f&rft month fhale, 
thou fet up the tabernacle of the tent of the con- 
gregation. 
3 And thou fhalt put therein the ark of the tefti- 
mony, and cover the ark with the veil, ~ 
4 And thou fhalt bring in the ta and fet in 
order the things that are to be, RE, order: upon it; 


and thou fhalt ‘brin bere dlgttiek, BuhFight the 
ng joupteenalattieks 


lamps thengtsf= ict 
5 And’ thea sfehhe, alae Sr got r the in- 
the tefimdnys? "ad : ze the 
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6 Andjthot LFily | fet, re: arobdhie | aime offer- 
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of the congregation and 
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v Sovertint 
Motes {peng ane dow the waduac: half of the year 
muft theréfore’ be ekplxtdy of - ROK, fobe SHER began to 
work’ 7 the tabernacle # a ; alt ¥ x Se ers fiefs, 
the whet . $ finiltted. ae 

Dean) ig. ph ood Sec. 71 jc Beais Sift upetion, the in- 
ferio é comcerijest Fonce. fo dacftalled i in their 
offict ad: Pe ing fhal®, a ‘Tagheit ns Fram father to. 
fon, " ea “6F the esl w Nickie: anomting being |- 
fo. moke requied tb Be reteratsd ih aioe ee sc for they were. 
the :pricfis only; re ring-times, ” 

budtcovered the xt ft Ee] seas #pspaeentd of the 

arg awhich had Ted Sein he Kersh for fome time had 
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ement if Méices ang’ Which had Aviv took pofleffion of 
b Coon cinatd tn. the ‘ferm of a cloud by day, 

Th kirteh) now made an aw i 

rSugh ‘the outer part of 

the prefence chamber, 






which apts 
No.9. 


1g And he fpread abroad the. tent over the ta- 
bernacle, and put the covering of the tent above 
upon it; as the Lornp commanded Mofes. 

20 { And he took and put the teftimony into the 
ark, and {et the ftaves on the ark, and put the mercy 
feat above upon the ark: 

21 And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, 
and {ct up the veil of the covering, and covered 
the ark of the teftimony; as the Lgnp commanded 
Moles. 

22 2 Andhe put the table in the tent of the con- 
gregation, upon the fide of the tabernacle north- 


‘ward, without the veil. 


23 And he fet the bread in order upon it before 
the Lorn; as the Lorp had commanded Mofes. 

24 And he putihe candleftick in the tent of the 
congregation, over againft the table, on the ne of 
the tabernacle fouthward. 

25 And he lighted the lamps before the Teka: 
as the Lory commanded Mofes. 

26 I And he put the golden altar in the tent of 
the congregation before the veil: 

27 And he burnt fweet incenfe thereon; 
Lorp commanded Moles. 

28 And he fet up the hanging at the door of the 


wes, 


asythe 


J tabernacle. 


2g And he put the altar of burnt offering dy the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of the congrega- 
tion,.and offered upon it the burnt offering and syhe 
meat offering; as the Lonp commanded Moles. 

go ZI And ‘he fet the laver between the tent of the 
congregation and the altar, and put water there, ‘to 
wath, wzthal. 

31 And Mofes aid Aaron and his fons wafhed their 
hands and their feet thereat: 

32 When they went into the tent of the congrega- 
tion, and when they came near unto the altar, they 
wafhed; as the Lorn commanded Mofes. 

331 ‘And he reared up the court round about the 
tabernacle and the altar, and fet up the hanging of 
the court gate. So Mofes finifhed the work. 

34 I Then a cloud covered the tent of the con- 
gregation, and the glory of the Loxrp filled the ta- 
bernacle. 

35 And Mofes was not able to enter into the tent 
of the congregation, becaufe the cloud abode 
thereon, and the glory of the Lorp filled the ta- 
bernacic. 

36 And when the cloud was taken up from over 
the tabernacle, the children of Ifrael went onward 
in all their journeys: 

37 But if the cloud were not taken up, then they 


journeyed not till the day that it was taken up. 


38 For the cloud of the Lorp was upon the ta- 
bernacle by day, and firewas on it by night, in the 
fight of the houfe of Ifrael, Pirougnont all their 


journeys.. 


The 


and there feated itfelf between the cherubims. Thus ehe Lord ref- 
tified his acceptance of their fervice, his intire reconciliation to 
them as his people, and his:pracious refidence among them 

36 When the cond was taken up, &¢.) Which cloud was the guide 
to the camp of Hfeael throogh the wildernefs. While. it continacd 
on the tabernacle, they refted; when it removed, they removed. alfa, 
and followed it, beg purely “ander a divine conduct. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP; XL. 


Firft, as the Jew ifr tabérnatle was made according to the order of 
God, Jet that’ teach us that no man has a right to fet ap a new 
"religion, without a fpecial call from God. Secondly, As God 
was pleafed fo ta diff every thing, as to fuit the conveniences 
of the people, ic is the duty of princes, and even inferior magi- 
ftrates, when they eltablith: places for divine worlhip, to cake 
care that the people may be as well accommodated as poffibh. 
Laftly, As all thefe things, both in this and the preceding chap- 

_ ters, were typical of Chrift, let ut blefs God rhat we Hive under 
the gofpel difpenfation, where fhadows and types are done away 


Befare 


CHRIST 


1ggde 


by the death of our Redeemer; who was the end of the law for ~ 


falvation to all thofe who believe his word, and obcy his com- 
~ mandments, 


Hoh EXPLANATORY 








The Third BOOK of MOSES, 


LEVITICUS. 


THE ARGUMENT, 





This book contains an account of the Fewifh fervice and worfhip, and defcribes the office of the Levitical prich- 
hood ; for which reafon it is termed, both by the Latin and Greek tranflations, Leviticus. It contains feveral in— 
tercfting particulars, which ferve to efablifh the divinity of Mofes’s legation. Thé: hiftorical parts are but few, 
though very inflruflive ; taking up no more than about the {pace of one month, ~ ~° 


A 
Cc H A P. I. the fheep, or of the goats, for a burnt facrifice; he 


The burnt ings, 3 of the herd, th cks,]} fhall bring it a male without blemith. 
: a ron dalle : te feate Si a 11 Andhe fhall kill it onthe fide of the altar north- 


‘ . || ward before the Lorn: and the priefts, Aaron’s fons, 
A oe oe sere apie eae ne Orie cence fhali {prinkle his blood round about upon the altar. 


gation, faying x2 And he fhall cuitit intohis pieces, with his head. 


’ ‘ and his fat: and thd prieft fhall lay them in order 
ae eae cen toca une sores ane onthe wood that zs on the fire which 7s upon the altar. 


: : e 1g But he fhall wath the inwards and the legs with 
Fo Eonar ns of the cattle, even water: and the prieft fhall bring 7 all, and burn i# 


3 @ If his offering Je a burnt facrifice of the herd, ]| "PO? the altar it 28 a burnt facrifice, an offering 


: 3 : de by fire, of a {weet favour unte the Lorp 
let him offer a male without blemifh: he fhall offer || ™? Es OF B. AWE * : s e 
it of his own voluntary will at the door ofthe taber- h 7 i a fees ene, fas penerne to 
nacle of the congregation before the Lorn. fhe Lokp 6F-ot towss, then he tall bring bis oHfering 


: of turtledoves, or oF yourg pigeong.: 
gulnt offerings and it fhall be accepted for him to|| 25 And the prief fall bring itunt6 the altar, and 
Tt a aesgedent for Bini: wring off his head, and burn zé on the altar; and the 


: - , | | blood thereof thal{ bewrung outat the fide of thealtar. 

fhall kill the. bullock before the Lorp: : ee ee ee 
and ce Sele Antonio aell band the blood. th 16 a pines ae his ape with his fea- 
and fprinkle the blood roundaboutuponthe altar that Se oe ee ee eee ees ne can part, by 


: : the place of thé afhes.“« _ oe al 
Be eo eal flat the banat oe ergot |] a7 And he fhall cleave it with the.wings thereof, 
tir rar piecen: ae & Hi Sut fhall not divide # dfunder: and the prieft fhal! 
i : ve || burnit upon the altar; upon the wood that zs upon the 

7 And the fons of Aaron the prieft fhall put fire Coe pe ptse ee 
upon thealtar, and lay the wood inorderupon thefrre.. fire: it zs a burht facxifice, an offering made by fire, 


& And the priefts, Aaron’s fons, fhall lay the ofa iwect fvour mtd the OED: 
oe the ia ang eae in irae upoe the wood ‘CH ALP. Il. 
that t re whi upon the altar. : 7 eure eal aite hor ine ; 

6 Bar his inwaids-ond his legs fhall he wath in || 1. The meat offering of flour with oil and inéenfe, 4. either 
water: and the pricft-fhall burn all on the altar, to be baken in the oven, § or on a plate, 7 ar ina frying- 
a burnt facrifice, an offering made by fire, ofa {weet pan. 1%.The oblatzon: of firjifruits not to be burnt. 

13 The falt of the meat.offering. 14 The-meat of- 


favour unto the Lorp. : : ye ee 
10 F And ifhis offering Je of the flocks, namely, of Serving of the firfifruats in the ear. 


SY 

















AND 








9 The pricft foall burn, &e.] ‘One of the inferior. priefts, and not 
the high prieft is here meant.  . * : 

14 Afvtbe burnt fucrifice—be-sf fowls, &c:] The people who 
{could not afford a fheep ora goat, might offer a bird; a fufficient 
argument that it was'not the ‘gift, but only the difpofition ‘of the 
giver that was regarded by God;.a turtledove being as acceptable 
to the fupreme Being, as the choiceft ef the herd and the flock. 

. 15 And the prick foall bring it uxto-the altar, &c.] i. es The fouth- 
eaft horn of it; near which was the place of afhes, into which the 
cfop and its feathers were caft. Y : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP I. 


Befides the great facrifices at ftated times, there were others of a 
voluntary natore; hence we learn, that befides our attendance on 
public worfhip, we thould fee apart particular times for worthip- 
ping God in private. Nothing is more pleafing to him than 
when with hearts free, open, and fincere, we approach God in a 
way of duty. Letus alfo admire the great goodnefs of God, 
who demanded nothing in facrifice, but what {uited, hezsistam.- 
ftances of the perfon to give. God sequires truth and-Gnctiity 

_ of i a“ more vale ae ee Se gene ane Se Re 38. fo 
condefeending as to confider the’ poor, ‘foitds ourduty-to fympa- 
thize withthem, and ri y@ cheir Wants. nese 

ve te 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IL 

2 If any man of you bring an offering, &c.] We ‘fhould obferve, 
that the offering of facrifices is here not a pofitive but rather a per- 
miffive injun@tion of Mofes. The very light of nature dire&ts man, 
fome way or other, todo honour tohis Maker, and to pay homage 
to his Lord: facrifices, attended with a great variety of ceremonies, 
had been common in the world long before the Mofaical inftitution ; 
and the lawgiver takes it for granted, that the people would be in- 
clined to bring their offerings to the Lord. 

. 3 OF bir awa ailuntary will, &c.] "There was a ftated numbet of 
burnt offerings for the whole congregation, continually offered up 
year by year; two were daily offered, called the morning and even- 

~ing facrifice, befides the additional ones on every fabbath, new moon | 
and feftival; thofe for private pérfons, and to be offered on parti- 
cular occafions and emergencies, are fpecified in the Jaw; but be- 
fides thefe, there were many offered voluntarily. cig. 

. g Aefball hill, &c-]_ Itisinthe Greek, They fhall kill; meaning 
the priefts or Levites, whofe charge it was. . i 
7 Shall put fire npr th: altar, &c.] _i- e. Shall keep up, by add~ 
ing frefh fuel, and preferve the fire, which fell from heaven, Lez. 

-ix. 24. upon the altar; for the law fays afterwards, ‘¢ the fire upon 
thealgar fhall be burning in it, it fhall not be put out,’’ chap. vi. 12. 

8 The fit, &c.} That is, the inwards and entrails. _ 


Before 


CHRIST 


3440. 





‘The meat offering of the firft fruits. 


. Before 


CHRIST 


1490. 


‘ND when any will offer a meat offering unto the 
Loxp, his offering fhall be of fine flour; and he 
fhali pour oil upon it, and put frankincen{e thereon. 

2 And he fhall bring it to Aaron’s fons the priefts: 
and he fhall take thereout his handful of the flour 
thercof, and of the oil thereof, with all the frankin- 
cenfe thereof: and the prieft fhall burn the momorial 
of it upon the altar, ¢o de an offering made by fire, of 
a {weet favour unto the Lorn: 

g And the remnant of the meat offering /lall be 
Aaron’s and his fons’; zt is a thing moft holy of the 
offerings of the Lorp made by fire. . 

4% And if thou bring an oblation of a meat offet- 
ing baken in the oven, 7 /hall be unleavened cakes 
of fine flour mingled with oil, or unlcavened wafers 
anointed with oil. 

5 § And ifthy oblation dea meat offering ¢aken in 
a pan, it fhall be of fine flour unleavened, mingled 
with oil. / 

6 Thou fhalt part itin pieces, and pour oil there- 
on: it zs a meat offering. 

7 © And if thy oblation dca meat offering baken in 
the fryingpan,it fhall be made of fine flour with oil. 

8 And thou fhalt bring the meat offering that is 


made ofthefe things untothe Lorn: andwhen itis pre-}. 


fented unto the prieft, he fhall bring it unto the altar. 


g And the prieft fhall take from the meat offering }/ 
a memorial thereof, and fhal] burn z¢ uponthe altar: 
zt 7s an offering made by fire, of a fweet favour unto 


the Lorn. 
10 And that which is left of the meat offering 


fhali be Aaron’s and his fons’ : i 7s a thing moftholy 
“of the offerings of the Lory made by fire. : 
11 No meat offering, which ye fhall bring unto 


the Loxo, fhall be made with leaven :, for ye fhall 


burn no leaven, nor any honey, in any offering of 


the Lorxp made by fire. 

12 Q As for the oblation of the firft fruits, ye fhall 
offer them unto the Lorv: but they fhall not be 
burnt on the altar fora {weet favour. ‘ 


13 Q And every oblation of thy meat offering: 


fhale thou feafon with falt: neither fhalt thou fuffer 


the fale of the covenant of thy God to: be Jacking | 
from thy meat offering: with‘all thine offerings thou’ 


fhalt offer falt. 


a4 @ And ifthou offer a meat offering of thy firft- 
fruits unto the Lorn, thou fhalt offer for the meat 


offering of thy firft-fruits green ears of corn dried 
by the fire, evex corn beaten out of full ears. 

15 And thou fhalt put oil upon it, and lay frank- 
incenfe thereon: it ts a meat offering. 


16 And the prieft fhall burn the'‘memorial of it, 


part of the beaten corn thereof, and part of the oil 
thereof, with all the frankincenfe thereof: zé zs an 
offering made by fire unto the Lorn. : 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. Il. 
1 A meat offering, &c.| Being for the moft pare made of the flour 


of wheat, might with greater propriety be called a w heat offering. - | 


tt d meat ofering—Jball be made with leaven, &c-} To remind 
them partly of their great deliverance out of Egypt, when they were 
forced to carry away their dough before it was leavened ; and partly 


in oppofition to the cuftom of the heathens in fuch cafes, who made f- 


their facrificed bread of the lighteft and {weeteft kind poffible. _ 
12 They foall not be burnt, &c.] We find in Numb, xviii. 13, that 


the firft-fruits were not offered to God by fire ; but afte! confecra- 


tion, were for the pricft’s ufe. . 

16 Shall burn the memorial, &c.] From the meat offerings that 
were offered on the altar, the prieft took an handfal, and burnt fora 
memorial, the remainder being for the ufe of the priefts. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IL 


With refpe& to the meat offerings, part of them were given to the 
prieits; which fhould teach us, that faithful minifters are intitled 
to part of the fruits of our induftry. The vaft number of cere- 
monies fhew the infinite goodnefs of God, in taking fo much 
pins to preferve the people from falling into idolatry ; and as all 
thefe rites and ceremonies were binding on the children of Ifrael, 
let us take heed that we neglect not to perform every duty of the 
gofpel. , 


CHAP. IIL 


-burne: 


CHAP. Iif. 
1 The peace offering of the herd : Gof the flock ; whether 
. a lamb, 12 or a goat. 
ND if his oblation Je a facrifice of peace offer- 
ing, if he offer zt of the herd; whether zt be a 
male or female, he fhal!l offer it without blemifh be- 
fore the Lorn. 

2 And he thall lay his hand upon the head of his 
offering, and kill it a the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation: and Aaron’s fons the pricfts fhall 
{prinkle the blood upon the altar round about. 

3 And he fhall offer of the facrifice of the peace 
offering an offering made by fire unto the Lorp; 
the fatthat covercth the inwards, and all the fat that 
zs upon the inwards, 

4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them, 
which is by the flanks, and the caul above the liver, 
with the kidneys, it fhall he take away. 

5. And Aaron’s fons fhall burn ‘it on the altar up- 
on the burnt facrifice, which is upon the wood that 
ts on the fire : dt 2s an offering made by fire, of a fweet 
favour unto the Lorn. 

6 And if his offering for a facrifice of peace 
offering unto the Lorp de of the flock, male or fe— 
male; he fhall offer it without blemifh. . 

7 Ifhe offer a:lamb for his offering, then fhall he 
offer it before the Lorp. 

8 And he fhall lay his hand upon the head of his 
offering, and kill it before the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation: and Aaron’s fons fhal! {prinkle the blood 


thereof round about upon the altar. 


9g And he fhall offer of the facrifice of the peace 
offering an offering made by fire unto the Lorn ; 


the fat thereof, and the whole‘rump, it fhall he take’ 
‘off. hard by the back-bone: and the fat that covereth 


the inwards, and all the fat that zs upon the inwards, 
10 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon 


|them, which is by the flanks, and the caul above 


the liver, with the kidneys, it fhall he take away. 
11 And the prieft fhall burn it upon the altar: i¢ 


‘is the food of the offering made by fire unto the 


Lorp. 

12,0 And if his offering de a goat, then he fhall 
‘offer it before the Lorp. | 

1g And he fhall Jay ‘his hand upon the head of it, 


‘and kill it before the tabernacle of the congrega-~ 
‘tion; and the fons of Aaron fhall {prinkle the blood 


thereof upon the altar round about. 
14 And.he ‘fhall offer thereof his offerings, even an 
offering made by fire unto'the Lorn; the fat that 


Jf covereth the inwards, and all the fat that zs upon 


the inwards, 


15 And the two kidneys, and the fat that is upon. 
them, which zs by the flanks,and the caul above the 
diver, with the kidneys, it fhall he take away. 


a6 And 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. HI. 
1 A facrifice of peace offering, &c.] A facrifice of thank{giving for 
any kind of blefling. ‘The burnt offerings had regard to God, as he 


.isy in himfelf, the beft of Beings, moft perfect, and moft excellenr; 


were Pe expreffive of adoration, and therefore were wholly 

3; but the peace offering had regard to God, as he is the great 
benefaétor to his creatures, and the giver of all good things; and 
therefore thefe‘were divided between the altar, the prieft, and the 
owner. The prieft, who was ordained for menin things pertaining 


‘| to God, gave part of the peace offe1ings to God, burning it upon 
.His altar; part he. gave to the offerer, to be eaten by him. with his 


family and friend ; and prt was his own portion. _ This participa- 
tion, as it were of the offering, fpoke harmony and agreement, was 


2 fymbol of friendfhip and fellowfhip between God and man, and a 


confirmation of the covenant of peace. 

5 Upon the burat facrifice, &c.] It isto be remarked, that the offer- 
ings never begun'with the facrifices of peace offerings or thank{fgiv- 
ing, but with thofe of expiation or atonement; and the peace offer- 
ing is enjoined upon or after the burnt facrifice, to fhew thatno work 


“of fervice or homage can be acceptable to God, if the expiation er 


atonement for fin do not precede it. 
9 The whole rump, &c-| The whole rump of the fheep was to be 
burned with the fat of the inwards upon the altar, becaufe in thofe 


countries it was very large and fat. 
17 Throughout 


The peace offering of the flock, 8c. 


Before 


CHRIST 


1490. 





The fin offering of ignorance. LEVITI c U S.. The jin offering of ignorance. 


through ignorance, and the thing be hid from the , Before 
eyes of the affembly, and they have done Somewhat ARISE 
againft any of the commandments of the Lory con- 
‘cerning things which fhould not be done, and are 
guilty ; 
_ 14 When the fin, which they have finned againft 

it, is known, then the congregation fhall offer a young 
bullock for the fin, and bring him before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 
' 15 And the elders of the congregation fhall lay 
their hands upon the head of the bullock before the 
‘Lorn: and the bullock fhall be killed before the 
‘Lorp. : 

16 And the prieft that is anointed fhall bring of 
the buljock’s blood to the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. , 

17 And the prieft fhall dip his finger in fome of 
the blood, and fprinkle 7 feven times before the 
Lorp, even before the veit. 

18 And he fhall put fome of the blood upon the 
horns of the altar which zs before the Lorn, that 
is in the tabernacle of the congregation, and fhall 
pour out all the blood at the bottom of the altar of 
the burnt offering, which és at the door of the taber- 
‘nacle of the congregation. 
_ 1g And he fhall take all his fat from him, and 
iburn zé upon the altar. 
20 And he fhall do with the bullock as he did 
} with the bullock for a fin offering, fo fhall he do 
fwith this: andthe prieft fliall make an atonement for 
them, and it fhall be forgiven them.. ‘ 

21 And he fhall carry forth the bullock without 
ifthe camp, and burn him as he burned the firft bul- 
Flock: it zs a fin offering for the congregation. 
' 22 Q When a ruler hath finned, and done fome~ 
what through ignorance againft any of the com- 
{mandments of the Lorp his God concerning things 
jwhioh fhould not be done, and is guilty ; | 

23 Or if his fin, wherein he hath finned, come to 
this knowledge; he fhall bring his offering, a kid of 
ithe goats, a male without blemifh: 
: .24 And he fhall lay his hand upon the head of 
fthe- goat, and kill it in. the place where they kill 
‘the burnt offering before the Lorn; it zs a fin 
2:offering. 


ene 16 And the prieft fhall burn them upon the altar: 
tar. 2t 2s the food of the offering made by fire for a {weet 
favour: all the fat zs the Lorp’s. 
17 Jt fhallbe a perpetual ftatute for your genera- 
tions throughout all your dwellings, that ye eat nei- 
ther fat nor blood. 





























CHAP. VW. 


1 The fin offering of ignorance for the pric, 13 for 
the congregatton, 22 fora ruler, 27 for any of the 
people, ; 

one the Lonp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

J 2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, 

If a foul fhall fin through ignorance againft any of 

the commandments of the Lorn concerning things 

which ought not to be done, and fhall do againit 
any of them:. : : 

g Ifthe prieft that is anointed do fin according 
to the fin of the people; then Jet him bring for his 
fin, which he hath finned, a young bullock without}: 
blemifh unto the Lorn for a fin offering. 

4 And he fhall bring the bullock unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. before the 
Lorp; and fhall lay his hand upon the bullock’s: 
head, and kill the bullock before the Lorp., ‘ 

5 And the prieft that is anointed fhall take of the}, 
bullock’s blood, and bring it to the tabcracle of the 
congregation. 

6 And the prieft .fhall dip his finger tm the blood, 
and fprinkle of the. blood feven times before the 
Lorp, before the veil of the fanétuary. 

7 And the prieft fhall put fome of the blood upon 
the horns of the altar of fweet incenfe before the 
Lorp,which isin the tabernacle of the congregation; 
and fhall pour all the blood of the bullock .at the. 
bottom of the altar of the burnt offering, which zs a¢ 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, : +: 

8 And he fhall take off from it all the fat ofrthel 
bullock for the fin.offering ; the fat that covereth 
the inwards, and all the fat that 7s upon the in- 
wards, 

9g And the two kidneys, and the fat that 7s upon 
them, which zs by the flanks, and the caul above the. 
liver, with the kidneys, it fhall he take away, 

30 As it was taken.off from the bullock of the fa~[]: 25 And the, prieft fhall take of the blood of the 
ctifice of peace offerings: and the prieft fliall burn [4:fin offering with his finger, and put zt upon the horns, 
them upon the altar of the burnt offering. _:'Pflof the altar of burnt offering, and fhall pour out his 

at And.the‘fkin-of the bullock, and all his flefh, {#!blood at the bottom of the altar of burnt offering. 
with his héad,. and with his legs, and his inwards,{{; 26 And he fhall burn-all the fat upon the altar, 
and his dung, - : : . | fas the fat of the facrifice of peace offerings; and the 

12 Even the whole bullock fhall he carry forth {}prieft fhall make an atonement for him as concern- 
without thé camp unto a clean place, where the }}ing his fin, and it fhall be forgiven him. 
afhes arg poured ont, and burn him on the wood}. 27 I And if any.one of the common people. fin: 
with fire: where the afhes are poured out {hall he [through ignorance, while he doeth fomewhat again/l 

‘any of the commandments of the Lorn concerning 


be burnt. 
13 WU And ifthe whole congregation of Ifrael fin] [¢zings which ought not to be done, and be guilty ; 
J nats . _ 28.0r 


ee ne 
“The offender might expiate by facrifice for crimes, if committed ig- 
Tnorantly ; for which, if they had been done prefumptuoufly, the 
criminal was to have been deftroyed without mercy. “ae 
43 Ifthe pref, &c.} he prieft’s office did not fo far excufe his 
offences, that they fhould be forgiven without a facritice; mor yet 
fon the other hand did it fo far agprayate them, but thar they fhould 
ibe jorge him, if he brought his facrifice. 
12 Without the camp—avhere the afbes are poured out, &c.] How ¢x- 





17 Throughout all your dwellings, &c.] Meaning not only in the 
public facrifices, bgt alfo in private dwellings; where thofe kinds of 
fat not being offered to God, it, is likely were thrown away, as the |; 
blood was, and not eaten, or made ufg of. 


-GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, II. 
From the neceflity the poor wére under to offer facrifices to God, 


let ds léarn firt, THat we fhould cory outNes many indul- 
gences, iri order to remove thé burden from thé poor. Secondly, | {'preffively typical this circumftance is of Chrift, who fuffered with- 
From the vidtinis being bisnt, that God would have us fubdue | [out the gate, in the place of a fcull, where the afhes of dead men, 
all-our Jufts, and that our devotions fhould afcend, as on a flame, ['] as thofe of the altar, were poufed out. And of this the apoitle takes 
“upto his throne. Laftly, Seeing God took fo much care of the | notice, making the fame application of this ceremony: * the bo- 
Ifraelites, he’ will alfo take equal care of us, if we love and ferve | f dies of thofe beafts, whofe blood is brought into the fantuary by 
him, 7 : 8 high pee for fin, ate burnt without the camp: wherefore 
ee ‘ ‘ ; - Jefus alfo, that he might fanttify the people with his owa blood,. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. fuffered without the uae 2 let us = dheteloce unto him without the 

2 Shall fix through ignorance, &c-] If any péerfon committed f camp, &c.”’ Heb. xiii. 11) 12, 13. : : 
fin prefumptéonfly, and with an avowed contempt of the law, that 13 Lf the whole congregation of Iracl fin rhringh ignerance, &e.] 
offender was to he cut off; but if the offender was either ignorant | [This is the law for expiating the fin of the whole community, and 
of tle law, as in divers inffances we may fuppofe many were, fo }} not one of the reprefentatives only and the rulers of the people, as 

numerous and various weré the injunétions and prohibitions; or if 


fome cominentators underftand ir. . 
he was furprifed into a tranfgreffion of the Jaw unawares; in thefe 23 Or if his fix, &c.] And if his fin, &c. or, as foon as his 
eates relief was provided by the remedial law of the fin offering. ff fin, &c. : 


4 26 Z 





The 


Before 


IME EIDE SOUTER Tey Ta NCE Ey Vey Oe ne 5 offering in divers cafes 


offerings ; and the prieft fhall burn zé upon the altar 
for a {weet favour unto thé Loxp; and the prieft 
fhall make an atonement for him, and it fhall be 
forgiven him. 

32 And if he bring a lamb for a fin offering 
fhall bring it a female without blemifh. 

33 And he fhalt lay his hand upon the head of the 
fin offering, and flay it for a fin offering inthe place 


» he 


where they kill the burnt offering. 


34 And the prieft fhall take of the blood of the 
fin offering, with his finger, and put 7 upon the horns 
of the altar of burnt offering, and {hall pour out all 
the blood thereof at the bottom of the altar: 

35 And he fhall take away all the fat thereof, as 
the fat of the lamb is taken away from the fa- 
crifice of the peace offering; and the prieft fhall 
burn them upon the altar, according to the offer- 
ings made by fire unto the Lorp: and the prief 
{hall make an atonement for his fin that he hath 
committed, and it fhall be forgiven him. 


CHAP. Vv. 


1 The trefpafs offering of one that finneth in concealing 
his knowledge, in touching an unclean thing, or in 
making an oath ; from the flock, 7 or of fowls, 11 07 


of flour. 14 The trefpafs offering in cafes of facri- 
lege, 17 and in fins of ignorance. 


ND ifa foul fin, and hear the voice of fwear- 

ing, andis a witnels: whether he hath feen 

or known of tt; if he do not utter zt, then he fhall 
bear his iniquity. 

2 Or ifa foul touch any unclean thing, whether z 
be a carcafe of an unclean beaft, or a carcafe of un-’ 
clean cattle, or the carcafe of unclean creeping 
things, and zf it be hidden from him; he alfo fhall 
be unclean, and guilty. 

g Or if he touch the uncleannefs of man, what- 
foever uncleannefs zt Ze that a man fhall be “defiled 
withal, and it be hid from him; 
of it, then he fhall be guilty. 

4 Orifa foul fwear, pronouncing with Azs lips to 
do evil or to do good, whatfoever zbe that a man 
fhall pronounce with an oath, and it be hid from 
him; when he knoweth of 7, the n he fhall be guilty 
in one of thefe. 

5 And it fhall be, when he fhall be guilty in one 
of thefe things, that he fhall confefs that he hath 
fitined in that. thing: 


when he knoweth 





28 ad female without blemifb, &c.}  ‘Vhis is the only circumftance 
wherein the fin offering for one of the common people differs from 
that for a ruler. ‘There a male kid was required, here a female. 


GENERAI. REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 

In this chapter we are firft tolearn, that God would have us repent 
of every fin, feeing facrifices were enjoined for fins of ignorance. 
Secondly, As the rulers or magiftrates were obliged to offer fa- 
crifice, we are taught, that no *perfon was exempted fron repen- 
tance, even for fins of ignorance. ‘Thirdly, As the finner laid 
his hand upon the head of the victim, fo.we are, if we would be 
fayed, to lay hold of the gofpel by faith  Laftly, That though 
thefe ceremonies had no virtue in themfclves, yet God made 
them efficacious by his power. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V, 


1 Hear the woice of fuicaring, &c.] It is not taking an oath is here 
pacg but a general denunciation from a judge, oran adjuration, 


No. 9- 


28 Orifhis fin, which he hath finned, come to 

Nace. Hs knowledge: then he fhall bring his offering, a 

kid of the goats, a female without blemith, for his fin 
which he hath finned. 

29 And he fhall lay his hand upon the head of 
the fin offering, and flay the fin offering i in the place 
of the burnt offering. 

go And the prictt fhall take of the blood thereof 

. with his finger, and put z¢ upon the horns of the al- 
tar of burnt offering, and fhall pour out all the 
blood thereof at the ‘bottom of the altar. : 

31 And he fhull take away all the fat thereof, as 
the fat is taken away from off the facrifice of peace 


CHAP. 
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Lop for his fin which he hath finned, a female 
from the flock, a lamb or kid from the goats, for a 
fin offering ; and the prieft fhall make an atonement 
for him concerning his fin. 

7 @ And if he be not able to highs a lamb, then 
he thall bring for his trefpafs, which “he hath com- 
mitted, two turtle-doves, ‘or two young pigeons, 
unto the Lorn; one for a fin offering, and the other 
for a burnt offering. 

8 And he fhall bring them unto the prieft, who 
fhall offer that which is for the fin offering firft, and 
wring off his head from his neck, but fhall not divide 
zt afunder: 

-g And he fhall fprinkle of the blood of the fin 
offering upon the fide of the altar; and the rcft of 
the blood fhall be wrung out at the bottom of the 
altar: it‘%s a fin offering. 

10 And he {hall offer the fecond for a burnt 
offering, according to the manner: and the pricft 
fhall make an atonement for him tor- his fin which 
he hath finned, and it fhall be forgiven him. 

11 @ But i! he be not able to bring two: turtle- 
doves, or two young pigeons, then he that finned 
fhall bring for his offering the tenth part ofan ephah 
of fine flour for a fin offering; he fhall put no oil 
upon jt, neither fhall he put any frankincenfe thereon: 
for it. 2s a fin offering. 

12 Then fhall he bring it to the pricft, and the 
prie(t fhall take his handful. of it, even a memorial 
thercof, and burn 7 on the altar, according to the 
offerings made by fire unto the Loan: ités afin 
offering. 

13 And the prieft fhall make an atonement for 
hint as touching his fin that he hath finned in one 
of thefe, and it-fhall be forgiven him; and the rem- 
nant fhall be the prieft’s, as a meat offering. 

‘14 |Y And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
15 If a foul commit a trefpafs, and fin through 
ignorance, in the holy things of the Lorp; then 
he fhall bring for his trefpafs unto the Lorp a ram 
without blemifh out of the flocks, with thy eftima- 
tion by fhekels of filver, after the fhekel of the fane= 
tuary, for atrefpafs offering: 

16 And he fhall make amends for the fiaieni that 
he hath done in the holy thing, and fhall add the 
fifth part thereto, and give it unto the prieft: and 
the pricft fhall make an atonement for him with the 
ram of the trefpafs offering, and it fhall be forgiven 
him. 

17 @ And if a foul fin, and commit any of thefe 
things which are forbidden to be done by the.com- 
mandments of the Lorp ; though he wift zt not, yet 
is he guilty, and fhall bear his. Aniquity. 

“18 And he fhall bring a ram without blemifh out 
of the flock, with thy eftimation, for a trefpafs 
offering, unto the pricft: and the prieft fhall make 
an atonement for him concerning his ignorance 
wherein he erred and wift zé not, and it fhall be for- 
given him. 

19 Itzsatrefpafs offering : he hath certainly tref— 
paffed againft the Lorb. 

CHAP. 
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as was ufual, in the name of God, to reveal fome fecret fact, about 
which the evidence was to bear witnefs; an inftance of which kind 
of adjuration we have in Mav. xxvi. 63. ‘*1 adjure thee, fays the 
high prieft, by the living Ged, thar thou tell us,” &c. upon which 
adjuration Jefus immediately gave an anfwer, and conieffed it. 

“2 Shall be unclean} i.e. ‘Unclean until the even, when wathing 
was required, See Lev. xi. 24,25- 

4 Ifa feul fawcar, pronouncing with his lins to da evil er to do gsad.J 
Here is meant rath and inconfiderate fwearing to do any thing ; of 
which if the performance proves afterwards to be cither unlawful 
or impracticable, fo that he is difcharged from the obtigation, yet 
he is required to bring an offering to atone for his nese m {wearing 
fo za and. unadvifedly. 

5 [fa foul commit a rrfpales and fit through FEUIran: Ley fy the bly 
things fhe Lord, &¢.] i.e. If a man alienated, or converted to his 
own ufe, ignorantly or inadvertently, any thing that was ee to 
riel 
NERAL 


God, he was to offer a ram, before ‘making amends to the 
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according to the abilitics of the trefpaffer. 


6 And he fhall bring his trefpafs offering unto Dee 28 OF bis Gh Shic le bath Ginediieomexo}\_-6 Avdhe thall bang biy welpalolcraguns sie Ores, 
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The trefpafs offering for wilful fins. LEVITICUS. 





The.law of burnt offering, Sc. 


¢C 





Before, _ a ; the frankincenfe which 7; upon the meat offering, Before 
CHRIST c HAP. Vi. and fhall burn it upon the altar for-a fweet favour, Haye 


"49° 4 The trefpafs offering for fins done wittingly, 8 The} even the memorial of it, unto the Lorp. 


law of the burnt offering, 14 and of the meat offering. 

19 The offering at the confecration of a pricft. 24 The 

law of the fin offering. 

N D the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 

2 If a foul fin, and commit a trefpafs againft 
the Lorn, and lie unto his neighbour in that which 
was delivered him to keep, or in fellowfhip, or in 
a thing taken away by violence, or hath deceived 
his neighbour ; 

g Or have fourid that which was loft, and lieth 
concerning it, and fweareth falfely; in any of all 
thefe that a‘man doeth, finhing therein: 

4 Then it fhall be, becaufe he hath finned, and 
is guilty, that he -fhall reftore that which he took 
violently away, or the thing which he hath deceit- 
fully gotten, or that which was delivered him to keep, 
or the Idft thing which he found, ; 

5 Or all that about which he hath fworn falfely ; 
he fhall éven reftore it in the principal, and fhall 
add the fifth part more thereto, and give it.unto ‘him 
to whom it appertaineth, in the day of his trefpafs 
offering. 

6 And hé fhall bring his trefpafs offering unto the 
Lorp, a ram without blemifh out of the flock, with 
thy eftimation, for a trefpafs offering, unto the 
prieft : 

‘7 And the prieft fhall make an atonement for 
him before the Lorns and it fhall be forgiven him 
therein. 

8 @ And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, - 

9 Command Aaron and his fons, faying, This és 
the law of the burnt offering: It is the burnt offer- 
ing, becaufe of the burning upon the altar all night 
unto the morning, and the fire of the altar fhall be 
burning in it. : 

10 And the prieft fhall put on his linen garment, 
and his linen breeches fhall he put upon his fleth, 
and take up the afhes which the fire hath confumed 
with the burnt offering on the altar, and he fhall put 
them befide the altar. 

11 And he fhall put off his garments, and put on! 
other garments, and carry forth the -afhes without! 
the camp unto a clean place. 

a2 And the fire upon the altar fhall be burning 
in its it fhall not be put out: and the prieft fhall 
burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt 
offering in order upon it; and he fhall burn thereon 
the fat of the peace offerings. 

13 The fire fhall ever be burning upon the altar; 
it fhall never go out. 

14 F And this zs the law of the meat offering : the 
fons of Aaron fhall offer it before the Lorn, before 
the altar. 

15 And he ‘Mhall take of it his handful, of the flour 
of the meat offering, and of the oil thereof, and all 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V. 


‘We are here taught, firft, That it is a heinous crime not to declare 

' the truth, whencalled upon. Secondly, When we have com- 
mitted any fin through ignorance. and are confcious of it, we 
ought to confefs it, in order to obtain forgivenefs. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VIL 


2 And lie unto bis neighbur, &c-] This is a continuation of the: 
law of the trefpafs offering ; and the kinds of trefpaffes which are 
here inftanced, are, denying a truft; defrauding a-partner; difown- 
ing a wrong and robbery; deceiving in dealings; and detaining. 
‘what is found. Though all thefe-inftances relate to our neighbour, . 
syet they are called -tref{paffes againft the Lord, not only ‘becaufe of 
-the affront which is hereby given-to-his mafter arid our mafter, but: 
becaufe alfo the fins here mentioned are principally fuch as are com-. 
mitted in fecret, and may therefore emphatically be {aid to be com- 
mitted againft che Lord, to whom-alone the fecrets of all hearts 
-are difclofed. ; 





















16 And the remainder thereof fhall Aaron and his 
fons eat: with unleavened bread fhall it be eaten in 
the holy place; in the court of the tabernacle of 


| the congregation they fhall eat it. 


17 It fhall not be baken with leaven. I have given 
it unto them for their portion of my offerings made by 
fire ; it zs moft holy, as is the fin offering, and as 
the trefpafs offering. 

18 All the males among the children of Aaron 
fhall eatit. Jt fhail be a ftatute for ever in your 
generations concerning the offerings of the Lorp 
made by fire: every one that toucheth them fhall 
be holy. 

1g @ And the Loxp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

20 This zs the offering of Aaron and of his fons, 
which they fhall offer unto the Lorn in the day 
when he is anointed ; the tenth part of an ephah of 
flour for a meat offering perpetual, half of it in the 
morning, and half thercof at night. 

21 Ina panitfhall be made with oil; and when it 
zs baken, thou fhalt bring it in: avd the baken pieces 
of the meat offering fhalt thou offer fora fweet favour 
unto the Lorp. 

22 And the prieft of his fons that is anointed iin 
his ftead fhall offer it: is a ftatute forever unto 
the Lorn: it fhall be wholly burnt. 

23 For every meat offering for the prieft fhall be 
wholly burnt: it fhall not be eaten. 

24 TAnd the Lorn {pake unto Mofes, faying, 

25 Speak unto Aaron and to his fons, faying, This 
zs the law of the fin offering: In the place where the 
burnt offering is killed fhall the fin offering be killed 
before the Lorn: it 2s moft holy. 

26 The prieft that offercth it for fin fhall eat it:,in 
the holy place fhall it be eaten, in the court of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 

27 Whatfoever fhall touch the flefh thereof fhall 
be holy; and when there is {prinkled of the blood 
thereof upon any garment, thou fhalt wafh that 
whereon it was {prinkled in the holy place. 

28 But the earthen veffel wherein it is fodden fhall 
be broken: and if it be fodden in a brafen pot, it 
fhall be ‘both fcoured and rinfed in water. 

2g All the males among the priefts fhall eat there 
of: it zs moft holy. 

go And no fin offering, whereof any of the blood 
is brought into the tabernacle of the congregation 
to reconcile wzthal in the holy place, fhall be eaten: 
it fhall be burnt in the fire. 


CHAP. VII. 


1 The law of the trefpafs offering, 11 and of the peace 
offering, whether it be for a thankfgiveng, a vow, or @ 
freewill offering. 22 The fat and the blood are for- 
bidden to be-eaten. 28 The priefts’ portion in the 
peace offerings. 35 Recapitulation. 

LIKE- 





9 Command Aaron and his fons, &c.] The inftru€tions hitherto given 
to Mofes were concerning the facrifices that were to be offered, but 
the inftru€tions he was to give to the priefts begin here. 

13 The fire foall ever be burning, &c.] We are taught hy this law 
to keep up in our minds a conftant difpofition to all acts of piety 
and devotion, an habitual affeCtion to divine things, fo as to be al- 
ways ready to every good work and word. 

17 For their portion, &c.] Such wae the law of the burnt offer- 
ings, that it impofed upon the priefts a great deal of care and work, 
and allowed them little profit; for the flefh was wholly burned, and 
the priefts had nothing but the fkin: but to make them amends, 
the greateft part of the meat offering belonged tothem. ~ 

20 La the day, &c.] It would read better, from, or after the day. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 


As thofe who had goods depofited in their hands were not to detain 
them unjuftly, fo the fame law is binding uponus Secondly, © 
As -the priefts were to have 2s much of the victim facrificed, as 
would ferve them in vigtuals; fo under the gofpel diipenfation, 

we 
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for an offering made by fire unto the Lorn: itis a 


law of trefpafs offering, &3c. CHAP. VII. Eating of fat and blood forbidden. 


having his uncleannefs upon him, even that foul 
fhall be cut off from his people. e 

21 Moreover the foul that fhall touch any unclean 
thing, as the uncleannefs of man, or any unclean 
:bealt, or any abominable unclean thing, and eat of 
rEthe flefh of the facrifice of peace offerings, which 
)peertain unto the Lorn, even that foul fhall be cut 

off from his people. : 

22 I And the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 

23 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, Ye 
fhall eat no manner of fat, of ox, or of fheep, or of 
goat. 

24 And the fat of the beaft that dieth of itfelf, and 
the fat of that which is torn with beafts, may be ufed 
in any other ufe: but ye fhall in no wife eat of it. 

25 For whofoever eateth the fat of the beaft, of 
which men offer an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorp, even the foul that eateth i¢ fhall be cut off 
from his people. 

26 Moreover ye fhall eat no manner of blood, 
whether it be of fowl or of beaft, inany ofyour dwellings. 

27 Whatfoever foul z¢ de that eateth any manner of 
blood, even that foul fhall be cut of from his people. 

28 G And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

29 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, He 
that offereth the facrifice of his peace offerings unto 
the Lorn fhall bring his oblation unto the Lorp of 
the facrifice of his peace offerings. 

* 30 His own hands fhall bring the offerings of the 
Lorp made by fire, the fat with the breaft, it fhall 
he bring, that the breaft may be waved for a wave 
offering before the Lorn. 

31 And the prieft fhall burn the fat upon the altar: 
but the breaft fhall be Aaron’s and his fons’. 

‘g2 And the right fhoulder fhall ye give unto the 
prieft for an heave offering of the facrifices of your 
peace offerings. 

33 He among the fons of Aaron, that offercth the 
blood of the peace offerings, and the fat, fhall have 
the right fhoulder for his part. 

34 For the wave breaft and the heave fhoulder 
have I taken of the children of Ifrael from off the 
facrifices of their peace offerings, and have given 
them unto Aaron the prieft and unto his fons by a 
ftatute for ever from among the children of Ifrael. 

35 I This zs the portion of the anointing of Aaron, 
and of the anointing of his fons, out of the offerings 
of the Lorn made by fire, in the day when he pre- 
fented them to minifter unto the Lorp in the prieft’s 
office ; ; 

36 Which the Lorp commanded ta be given 
them of the children of Ifrael, in the day that he 
anointed them, 4y a ftatute for ever throughout their 
generations. ; 

37 This zs the law of the burnt offering, of the 
meat offering, and of the fin offering, and of the 
trefpafs offering, and of the confecrations, and of 
the facrifice of the peace offering ; 

38 Which the Lorp commanded Mofes in mount 
Sinai, in the day that he commanded the children 
of Ifrael to offer their oblations unto the Lorp, in 
the wildernefs of Sinai. 




























Le this zs the law of the trefpafs offer- 
ing: it zs moft holy. 

2 In the place where they kill the burnt offering 
fhall they kill the trefpafs offering: and. the bloodf 
thereof fhall he {prinkle round about upon the altar.f 

3 And he fhall offer of it all the fat thereof; the 
rump, and the fat that covereth the inwards, 

4 And the two kidneys, and the fat that zs on them, f 
which zs by the flanks, and the caul thaé is above the 
liver, with the kidneys, it he fhall take away, 

5 And the prieft fhall burn them upon the altar 


trefpafs offering. 

6 Every male among the priefts fhall eat thereof: 
it fhall be eaten in the holy place: it zs moft holy. 

7 As the fin offering is, fo zs the trefpafs offering: 
there zs one law for them: the prieft that maketh 
atonement therewith fhall have it. 

8 And the prieft that offereth any man’s burnt 
offering, even the prieft fhall have to himfelf the fkin 
of the burnt offering which he hath offered. 

g And all the meat offering that is baken in the 
oven, and all that is dreffed in the frying pan, and 
in the pan, fhall be the prieft’s that offereth it. 

10 And every meat offering, mingled with oil, 
and dry, fhall all the fons of Aaron have, one as 
much as another. 

11 @ And this is the law of the facrifice of peace 
offerings, which he fhall offer unto the Lorn. 

12 Ifhe offer it for a thankfgiving, then he fhall 
offer with the facrifice of thanklgiving unleavened 
cakes mingled with oil, and unleavened wafers 
anointed with oil, and cakes mingled with oil, of 
fine flour, fried. 

23 Befides the cakes, he fhall offer for his offer~ 
ing leavened bread with the facrifice of thankfgiving 
of his peace offerings. 

14 And of it he fhall offer one out of the whole 
oblation for an heave offering unto the Lorp, and 
it fhall be the prieft’s that fprinkleth the blood of 
the peace offerings. 

15 And the flefh of the facrifice of his peace 
offerings for thankfgiving fhall be eaten the fame 
day that it is offered; he fhall not leave any of it 
until the morning. 

16 But if the facrifice of his offering be a vow, or 
a voluntary offering; it fhall be eaten the fame day 
that he offereth his facrifice: and on the morrew 
alfo the remainer of it fhall be eaten: 

27 But the remainder of the fleth of the facrifice 
on the third day fhall be burnt with fire. 

28 And if any of the flefh of the facrifice of his 
peace offerings be eaten at all on the third day, it 
fhall not be accepted, neither thall it be imputed 
unto him that offereth it: it fhall be an abomina~ 
tion, and the foul that eateth it fhall bear his ini- 
quity. 

19 And the ficth that toucheth any unclean thing 
fhall not be caten: it fhall be burnt with fire: and 
as for the flefh, all that be clean fhall eat thereof. 

20 But the foul that eateth of the flefh of the fa-~ 


crifice of peace offerings, that pertain unto the Loxp, 
CHAP. 
gD 
vow, which a man made when he was'in diftrefs; or in fapplication 
for fome fpecial mercy which a man was in expe@ation and purfuit of. 
23 No mauner of far, &e.] Not meaning the fat mixed with the 
meat, but only that which is upon the inwards, and upon the two 
kidneys. 





we are to provide minifters a proper fubfiftence. Laftly, With 

refpect to the fire burning continually on the altar, we fhowld re- 

fleet, that it is our duty and privilege to keep the fear and love of 

God always in every act we do. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. VIL 

7 Sin offering—irefpafs fering, &c.] Both fin offering and trefpafs 
offering are fometimes put one for the other; but ftrictly the former 
implies an offering for an offence committed directly againft God; 
the fatter, for an offence commitied more immediately againft man. 

8 Shall baue ta himself thr fhin of the turnt offerings &c.) This is 
meant only of the burnt offerings which were offered by particular 
perfons; for the profit of the daily offerings for she cangregation 
went to the repair of the fanctuary. 

a1 Peace oferingt, &c.\ Thefe offerings were made cither in thank~] 
fulnefs for fome f{pecial mercy received; or in performance of Some 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIL 


The manner in which the trefpafs offering was offered up, points out 
what a neceffary thing true repentance is; and as the facrifice 
could not be offered up without action, fo true repentance is an 
attive thing; for unlefs there is a total change in the converfa- 
tion, no real repentance has taken place. Laftly, From God’s 
enjoining the Ifraclites to fupport the priefts, we are taught to 
treat with reverence every thing fet apart for divine fervice, 


efpesially the minifters of the word. 
EXPLANATORY 
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Aaron and his fons confecrated. 





Before 
CHRIST 


1{go. 





CHAP. VIII. 


1 Mofes confecrateth Aaron and his fons. 14 Their fin 
offering. 18. Thezr burnt offering. 22 The ram of 
confecration. 31 The place and time of théir confe- 

. eration, 
ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Take Aaron and his fons with him, and the 
garments, and the anointing oil, and a bullock for 
the fin offering, and two rams, and a bafket of un- 
leavened bread; 

g And gather thou all the congregation together 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

4 And Mofes did as the Lorp commanded him; 
and the affembly was gathered together unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

5 And Mofes faid unto the congregation, This zs 
the thing which the orp commanded tobe donc. 

6 And Mofes brought Aaron and his fons, and 
wafhed them with water. 

7 And he put upon him the coat, and girded him 
with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and 
put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the 
curious girdle of the ephod, and bound z# unto him 
therewith. 

8 And he put the breaftplate upon him: alfo he 
putin the breaftplate the Urim and Thummim. 

9g And he put the mitre upon his head; alfo upon 
the mitre, cven upon his forefront, did he put the 
golden platc, the holy crown; as the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes. 

10 And Mofes took the anointing oil, and anoint- 
ed the tabernacle and all that was therein, and fanc- 
tified them. 

ait And he fprinkled thereof upon the altar feven 
times, and anointed the altar and all hisveficls, both 
the laver and his foot, to fan&tify them. : 

12 And he poured of the anointing oil upon 
Aaron’s head, and anointed him, to fanétify him. 

13 And Mofes brought Aaron’s fons, and put coats 
upon them, and girded them with girdles, and put 
bonnets upon them ; as the Lor p commanded Moles. 

14 @ And he brought the bullock for the fin offer- 
ing: and Aaronand his fons laid their hands upon 
the head of the bullock for the fin offering. 

15 Andhe flew it; and Mofes took the blood, and 
put zt upon the horns of the altar round about with 
his finger, and purified the altar, and fan&€tificd it, to 
make reconciliation upon it. 

16 And he took all the fat that was upon the in- 
wards, and thecaul aéove the Jiver, and the two kid- 
neys, and their fat, and Mofes burnt z¢ upon the altar. 

17 But the bullock, and his hide, his flefh, and his 
dung, he burnt with fire without the camp; as the 
Lorp commanded Mofes. 

18 ZI And he brought the ram forthe burnt offer- 
ing: and Aaron and his fons Jaid their hands upon 
the head of the ram. 

1g And he killed z#; and Mofes fprinkled the 
blood upon the altar round about. 

20 And he cut the ram into pieces; and Mofes 
burnt the head, and the pieces, and the fat. 

21 And he wafhed the inwards and the legs in 
water; and-Mofes burnt the whole ram upon the 
altar: it wasa burnt facrifice fora fweet favour, and 
an offering made by fire unto the Lorp ; asthe Lord 
commanded Mefes. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 


3 All the congregation, Se.) i. e- The elders and ‘principal men 
of the congregation, who reprefented the body of the people. 

22 The ran of canfecration, &c.] This ram of confecration was a 
kind of peace offering. 

33 Ye fhall rat go ont of the dsr] It would have been better if 
rendered, Ye fhall not go from the door; for the confecration was 
not performed in, but at the door of the tabernacle ; nor were they 
permitted'to enter the fan@uary, till the ceremony was concluded. 

Until the days of your confecrratiaz be at an end, &¢.] All the priefts 

4 


LEVITICUS. 


Their confecration offerings, 8c. 





22 2 Andhe brought the other ram, the ram of _ Before 


confecration: and Aaron and his fons laid their 
hands upon the head of the ram. 

23 Andhe flew zz; and Moles took of the blood of 
it, and put z¢upon the tip of Aaron’s right ear, and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the 
great toe of his right foot. ‘ 


24 And he brought Aaron’s fons, and Mofes put , 


of the blood upon the tip of their: right car, and 
upon the thumbs of their right hands, and upon the 
great toes of their right feet: and Motes fprinkled 
the blood upon the altar round about. 

25 And he took the fat, and the rump, and all the 
fat that was upon the inwards, and the-caul adave the 
liver,and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right 
fhoulder: 

26 And out of the bafket of unleavened bread, 
that was before the Lorpv, he took one unleavened 
cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and one wafer, and 
put éhem on the fat, and upon the right fhoulder: 

27 And he putall upon Aaron’s hands, and upon 
his fons’ hands, and waved them fora wave offering 
before the Lorp. ‘ 

28 And Mofes tookthem from off their hands, and 
burnt them on the altar upon the burnt offering: 
they were confecrations for a fweet favour: it zs an 
offering madc by fire unto the Lorp. 

29 And Mofes took the breaft, and waved it for a 
wave offering before the Lonn: for of the ram of 
confecration it was Moles’ part; as the Loxp com- 
manded Mofes. 

30 And Mofes took up the anointing oil, and of 
the. blood which was upon the altar, and fprinkled 2 
upon Aaron, and upon bis garments, and upon his 
fons, and upon his fons’ garments, with him; and 
fanétified Aaron, and his garments, and his fons, and 
his fons’ garments with him. . 

gt Lf And Mofes faid unto Aaron and to his fons, 
Boil the flefh aé the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and there eat it with the bread that 
asin the bafket of confecrations, as I commanded, 
faying, Aaron and his fons fhall eat it. 

32 And that which remaineth of the flefh and of 
the bread fhall ye burn with fire. 

33 And ye fhall not go out of the door of the ta. 
bernacle of the congregation zz feven days, until the 
days of your confecration be atan end: for feven 
days fhall he confecrate you. 

34 Ashe hath done this day, fo the Lorp hath com. 
manded to do, to make an atonement for you. 

35 Therefore fhall ye abide at the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation day and night feven 
days, and keep the charge of the Lerop, that yedie 
not: for fo 1am commanded. 

36 So Aaron and his fons did all things which the 
Loxrp commanded by the hand of Mofes. 


CHAP. IX. 


t The firft offerings of Aaron for himfelf, and for the peo- 
ple. 8 Aaron offercth them, firft for himfelf, 15 and 
afterwards forthe people. 23 Mofes and Aaron blefs the 

people, and fire cometh from the Lord upon the altar. 


A ND it came to pafs on the eighth day, shat 
Mofes called Aaron and his fons, and the 

elders of Ifrael ; 
2 And 





did not continue in one particular place during the whole time: 
only fome or other-of them kept watch night and day there. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VII. 


The folemn confecration of the priefts fhews, that no perfon has a 
right to take upon him the work of the minitiry, rill he is or- 
dained ; and the holinefs enjoined fuch, fhould excite them to be 
exemplary in their lives. Laftly, The readinefs with which 
Mofes obeyed the Divine command, fhould teach us to be obe- 
dient in all’things, 

EX?La- 
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Aaron. ANE ERS SO OPUS sD ee his firft offerings. 
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2 And he faid unto Aaron, Take thee a young 
calf for a fin offering, and a ram for a burnt offer- 
ing, without blemifh, and offer them before mH 
Loxp. 

3 And unto the children of Ifrael thou fhalt fpeak, { 
faying, Take yea kid of the goats for a fin offering; 
anda calf and a lamb, both RE the firft year, without 
blemifh, for a burnt offering 3 3 

4 Alfo a bullock and a ram for peace offerings, 
to arene before the Lory; and a meat offering 
mingled with oil: for to-day the Loxp will appear 
unto you. 

*5 And they brought that which Mofes command- 
ed before the tabernacle of the congregation: and 
all the congregation drew near-and food before 
the Lorn. 

6 And Mofes faid, This zs the thing which the 
Lorp commanded that ye fhould do: and the glory 
of the Loxop fhall appear unto you. 

7 And Mofes faid unto Aaron, Go unto the altar, 

and offer thy fin offering, and ‘thy burnt offering, 
and make an atonement for thyfelf, and for the peo- 
ple: and offer the offering of the people, and make 
an atonement for them; as the Lornp commanded. 

8 © Aaron therefore went unto the altar, and flew 
the calf of the fin offering, which was for himfelf. 

g And the fons of Aaron brought the blood unto 
him; and he dipped his fingerin the blood, and put 
7#é upon the horns of the altar, and poured out the 
blood at the bottom of the altar: 

10 But the fat, and the kidneys, and the caul above 
the liver of the fin offering, he burnt upon the altar; 
as the LorpD commanded Mofes. 

ai And the flefh and the hide he burnt with fire 
without the camp. 

12 And he flew the burnt heres and Aaron’s 
fons prefented unto him the blood, which he [PEM 
kled round about upon the altar. 

13 And they prefented the burnt offering unto 
him, with the pieces thereof, and the head: and he 
burnt them upon the altar. 

14 And he did wafh the inwards and the legs, and 
burnt them upon the burnt offering on the altar. 

15 & And he brought the people’s offering, and 
took the goat, which was the fin offering for the peo- 
ple, and flew it, and offered it for fin, as the firft. 

16 And he brought the burnt offering, and offered 
it according to the manner. 

17 ‘And he brought the meat offcring, and took 
an handful thereof, “and burnt if upon the altar, be- 
fide the burnt facrifice of the morning. 

18 He flew alfo the bullock and the ram for a fa- 
crifice of peace offerings, which was for the people: 
and Aaron’s fons prefented unto him the blood, 
which he fprinkled upon the altar round about, 

19 And the fat of the builock and of the ram, the 
rump, and that which covereth éhe inwards, and the 
kidneys, and the caul aéove the liver: 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


8 dad flew the calf of the fin offering, which was for hinfelf.] As 
thefe were the firft offerings thar ever were made by the levitical 
piieflhood, according to the new enated law of facrifices, fo the 
hiftorian is very particular in relating the manner of offering them, 
that it might appear how exactly they agreed with the inftitution. 

23 Went into the tabernacle, &c. J It is not faid what Mofes and 
Aaron went into the tabernacle to do: fome of the Jewith writers 
fay, they went in to pray for the appearance of the “divine glory : 
moft probably they went in, thac Mofes might inflruét Aaron how 
to verform the fervice that was to be done there. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX. 


As Aaron offered up facrifices firft for himfelf; fo minifters thould 
pratife the duties they teach. God’s appearing vifible to the 
people encourages us to hope, that whenever we properly addrefs 
God in prayer, he will fend us his bleffing ; and the proftration 
of the Hraelites reaches us, that in all our approaches to God, 
we fhould give him homage with our bodies, as well as’ whe our 
hearts. : 

-No. ro. 


C FHA P. 


X. 


Nadab and Abihu killed by fire. 


20 And they put the fat upon the breafts, and he Tia ch, RUMORED Genk Groh AEs ew FOuBEYL. A vACAGhey DULG Capone She aE 


burnt the fat upon the altar : 

21 And the breafts and the right fhoulder Aaron 
| waved fer a wave offering before the Lorn; as 
Mofes commanded. 

22 And Aaron lifted up his hand toward the pco-~ 
ple, and bleffed them, and came down from offering 


of the fin offering, and the burnt offering, and peace 
elferinns: 
23 @ And Mofes and Aaron went into the taber~ 


nacle of the congregation, and came out, and bleffed 
the people: and the glory of the Loxp appeared 
unto all the people. 

24 And there came a fire out from before the Lorn, 
and confumed upon the altar the burnt offering and 
the fat: whzch.when all the people faw, they fhouted, 
and fell on their faces. 


C H A PP. X. 


1 Nadab and Abzhu for offering ftrange fire are burned 
by fire from the Lord. 6 Aaron and his fons are for- 
hidden to mourn for them. 8 The pricfts are forbidden 
wine when they are to go into thetabernacle. 12 The 
law of eating the. holy things. 16 Aaron's sacle, {0% 
tranfgreffing it. 

N D Nadab andAbihu, the fone of Aaron, took 

either of them his cenfer, and put firé therein, 

and put incenfe thereon, and offered ftrange fire be~ 
fore the Lorp, which he commanded them not. 

2 And there went out fire from the Lorn, and 
devoured them, and they died before the Lorn. 

3 Then Mofes {aid unto Aaron, This 7s it that 
the Lorb fpake, faying, I will be fan&tified in them 
that come nigh me, and before all the people I will 
be glorified. And Aaron held his peace. 

4 And Mofes called Mifhael and Elzaphan, the 
fons of Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and faid unto 
them, Come near, carry your brethren from the 
fan€tuary out of the camp. 

5 So they went near, and carried them in their 
coats out of the camp; as Mofes had faid. 

6 I And Mofes faid unto Aaron, and unto Elea- 
zar and unto Ithamar, his fons, Uncover not your 
heads, neither rend your clothes; léft ye die, and 
left wrath come upon all the people : : but let your 
brethren, the whole honfe of Ifrael, bewail the burn- 
ing which the Loxp hath kindled. 

7 And ye fhall not go out from the door of the 
tabernacle of the congregation, left ye die: for the 
anointing oil of the Lorp 7s upon you. And they 
did according to the word of Mofes. 

8 &@And the Lorp fpake unto Aaron, faying, 

9 Do not drink wine nor ftrong drink, thou, nor 
thy fons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle 
of the congregation, left ye die: it fhall ea ftatute 
for ever throughout your generations: 

10 And that ye may put difference between holy 
and unholy, and between unclean and clean; 

11 And 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 

1 Offered frange fire before the Lord, which be commanded them not.J 
Thefe laft words, ‘*which he commanded them not,” certainly 
imply a prohibition of any other fire than what lately came out from. 
before the Lord, and remained upon the altary though the hiftory 
mukes no mention of it: and then the crime of Nadab and Abihu 
confifted in kindling the incenfe with fire different from what the 
Lord had ordered them to ufe. 

3 davon held bis peace.] ‘Thus Aaron patiently fubmitted to the 
{ will of God in this fad providence; was dumb, and opened not 
Phis mouth, becaufe it was the will of the Lord. . 

6 Uncover not yur heads, &c.) Do not thew figns of gricf and 
lamentation. The original fignifying both to make bare, and to 
uncover the head, which was cuftomary in the times of mourning ; 
whilft others underftanding the word in the latter acceptation, refer 
it to the taking off their mitres, and {tripping their heads of their 
ornaments. 

q Fer the anointing oil of the Lord is upin you, 8c.) That is, as you 
are confecrated to God, you muft dedicate your affe€tions to him 
likewife ; nor let worldly, inferior objects, pofle:s your minds, 
and exercife your paflions, but devote them all entirely to God. 

Kk . 19 If 
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The law of eating holy things. 


Pele VW LAS LC Ss 


The diftinétion of meats, 
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11 And that ye may teach the children of Hfracl 


CHRISTA) the ftatutes which the Loup hath fpoken unto 


1490. 


them by the hand of Mofes. 

12 Y And Mofes fpake unto Aaron, and unto 
Eleazar and unto Ithaimar, his fons that were Icft, 
Take the meat offering that remaineth of the offer- 
ings of the Lorp made by fire, and eat it without 
leaven befide the altar: for itzs moft holy : 

13 And ye fhall eat it in the holy place, becaufe 


it is thy due, and thy fons’ due, of the factifices of 


the Lorn made by fire: for fo I am. commanded. 

14 And the wave breaft and heave fhoulder 
fhall ye eat ina clear place; thou, and thy fons, and 
thy daughters with thee: for ‘hey de thy due, and 
thy fons’ due, which are given out of the facrifices 
of peace offerings of the children of Ifrael. 

15 The heave fhoulder and the wave breaft fhall 
they bring with the offerings made by fire of the fat, 
to wave zt for a wave offering before the Loxn; 
and it fhall be thine, and thy fons’ with thee, by a 
ftatute for ever; as the Lorp hath commanded. 

16 @ And Mofes diligently fought the goat of the 
fin offering, and behold, it was burnt: and he was 
angry with Eleazar and Ithamar, the fons of Aaron 
which were left alive, faying, : 

17. Wherefore have ye not eaten the fin offering 
in the holy place, feeing it zs moft holy, and God hath 


" given it you to bear the iniquity of the congregation, 


to make atonement for them before the Lonrp ? 

18 Behold, the blood of it was not brought in 
within the holy glace: ye fhould indeed have eaten 
it in the holy place, as I commanded. 

1g And Aaron faid unto Mofes, Behold, this day 
have they offered their fin offering and their burnt 
offering before the Lorn ; and fuch things have be- 
fallen me: and 7/1 had eaten the fin offering to-day, 
fhould ithave been acceptedin the fight of the Lor p? 

20 And when Mofes heard that, he was content. 


CHAP. XI. 


1 What beafts may, and what may not be caten: 9g What 
fifres: 13 What fowls: 29 The creeping things which 
are unclean, ; 

A N D the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and to Aaron, 
faying unto them, 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, Thefe 
are the beafts which ye fhall eat among all the beafts 
that are on the earth. 

3 Whatfoever parteth the hoof, and is cloven- 
footed, and cheweth the cud, among the beatts, that 


fhall ye eat. 


4 Neverthelefs thefe fhall ye not eat of them that 
chew the cud, or of them that divide the hoof: as 
the camel, becaufe he cheweth the cud, but dividcth 
not the hoof; he zs unclean unto you. 

§ And the coney, becaufe he cheweth the cud, but 
divideth not the hoof; he zs unclean unto you. 

6 And the hare, becaufe he cheweth the cud, 
but divideth not the hoof; he zs unclean unto you, 





19 [ff had eaten the fin ofering to-day, fhould it have been accepted 
in the fight of the Lord?] As if he had faid, Would the great judge 
of the whole earth have been pleafed with me, had I, in fuch con- 
fufion and heavinefs of heart, eaten the facrifice? The voice both 
of nature and religion declares, that men ought to celebrate feafts 
with a chearful heart; but was it poffible for me, on this melan- 
choly occafion, to difpofe myfelf properly for fuch a fervice ? 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 


By the dreadful end of Nadab and Abihu we learn what a dan- 
gerous thing it is to minifter in divine ordinances without real 
knowledge, lively faith, and fincere repentance; and that we 
muft worfhip Gad in fpirit and in truth, with pure confciences, 
and not introduce human inventions. By Aaron's being forbid- 
den to mourn for his fons, we are direéted to lament only, when 
God cuts off a notorious finner, that he thould have incurred fuch 
a punifhment by his wickednefs and rebellion. 






7 And the fwine, though he divide the hoof, and eee 
be clovenfooted, yet he cheweth not the cud; he is ek 


unclean toyou. | 

8 Of their flefh fhall ye not cat, and their carcafe 
fhall ye not.touch; they are unclean to you. 

gil Thefe {hall ye cat of all that are in the waters: 
whatfoever hath fins and fcales in the waters, in the 
feas, and in the rivers, them fhall ye eat. 

1o And all that have not fins and fecales in the 
feas,and in the rivers, of all that move in the waters, 
and of any living thing which zs in the waters, they 


|/hall be an abomination unto you: 


11 They fhall be even an abomination unto you; 
ye fhall not eat of their fleth, but ve fhall have their 
carcafes in abomination. : 

12 Whatfoever hath no fins nor fcales in the wa- 
ters, that /hall de an abomination unto you. 

13 GF And thele are they which ye fhal! have in 
abomination among the fowls; they fhall not be 
eaten, they are an abomination: the eagle, and the 
olfifrage, and the ofpray, 

14 And the vulture, and the kite after his kind ; 

25 I-very raven after his kind; 

16 And the owl, and the night hawk, and the 
cuckow, and the hawk after his kind, 

17 And the little owl, and the cormorant, and the 
great owl, 

18 And the fwan, and the pelican, and the gicr 
eagle, 

19 And the flork, the heron aftcr her kind, 
and the lapwing, and the bat. 

20 All fowls that creep, going upon all four, fhall 
ée an abomination unto you. 

2t Yetthefe may ye cat of every flying creeping 
thing that gocth upon all four, which have legs above 
their feet, to leap withal upon the earth; 

22 Even thefe of them ye may eat; the locuft after 
his kind, and the bald locuft after his kind, and the 
beetle after his kind, and the grafhopper after his 
kind. 

23 But all other flying creeping things, which have 
four fect, /hall £e an abomination unto you. 

24 And for thefe ye fhall be unclean: whofoever 
toucheth the carcafe of them fhall be unclean until 
the even. 

25 And whofoever beareth aught of the carcafe of 
them fhall wath his clothes, and be unclean until the 
even, : 

26 The garcafes of every beaft which divideth the 
hoof, and zs not clovenfooted, nor cheweth the cud, 


are unclean unto you: every one that toucheth them 


fhall be unclean. 
27 And whatfoever gocth upon his paws, among 


all manner of beafts that go on all four, thofe are 


unclean unto you: whofo toucheth their carcafe 
fhall be unclean until the even. 

28 And he that beareth the carcafe of them fhall 
wafh his clothes, and be unclean until the even: 


they ave unclean unto you, 
29 U.Thefe 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 


2 Thefe are the beafis which ye feall eat, &c.]  Refpeéting the 
beafts, alowed to be eaten, the rule laid down is general and plain, 
namely, thofe beafts, and thofe only, which did both part the hoof 
and chew the cud, were accounted clean. 

4 Thefe foall ye not eat, &c.)- Several are the reafons affigned, 
why God was pleafed to allow fome kinds of beats, and to prohibit 
others. By this he cxercifed the obedience of his p-ople, not only 
in the folemnities of his altar, but in matcers of daily occurrence at 
their own table, that they might at all times remember that they 
were under his authority. -By this he would teach his people, to 
diftinguith themfelves from other people, not only in their religious 
worfhip, but in the common aétions of life: forne affert, that the 
meats forbidden were unwholefome or hurtful, or held in venera- 
tion among the infidels. 

18 The gier ragle] i.e. The vulture cagle; gier being an old 
Englith word for vulture. 

40 dad 








Creeping things that areunclean. , CHAP. XII. XIII. The purification of women. 





Before 290 f The 7 : . 
ccueisr, 294 Thefe alfo /hall de unclean unto you among{| manner of creeping thing that creepeth upon ie eee 
1499. the creeping things that creep upon the earth; the] J earth. eu. 


wealel, and the moufe, and the tortoife after his 
kind, 

go And the ferret, and the chameleon, and the 
lizard, and the fnail, amd the mole. 

31 Vhefe ave unclean to you among all that creep: 
whofoever doth touch them when they be dead, fhall 
be unclean until the even. 

32 And upon whatfoever anv of them, when they 
are dead, doth fall, it fhall be unclean; whether zé be 
any veffel of wood, or raiment, or fkin, or fack, 
whatfoever veffel zt be, wherein any work is done, it 
muft be put into water, and it fhall be unclean until 
the even; fo it fhall be cleanfed. 

33 And every earthen veffel, whereinto any of 
them falleth, whatfoever zs in it fhall be unclean; 
and ye fhall break it. 

34 OF all meat which may be eaten, that on which 
Juch water cometh fhall be unclean: and all drink 
that may be drunk in every fuch veffel fhall be un- 
clean, 

35 And every thing whereupon any part of their 
carcafe falleth fhall be unclean; whether zt be oven, or 
ranges for pots, they fhall be broken down: /or they 
are unclean, and fhall be unclean unto you. 

36 Neverthelefs a fountain or pit, whercin there is 
plenty of water, fhall be clean: but that which touch- 
eth their carcafe fhall be unclean. | 

37 And if any part of their carcafe fall upon any 
fowing feed which is to be fown, it /hall éc clean. 

38 But if any water be put upon the feed, and any 
part of their carcafe fall thercon, it /hall de unclean 
unto you. 

39 And if any beaft, of which ye may eat, die; he 
that toucheth the carcafé thereof fhall be unclean 
until the even. 

40 And he that cateth of the carcafe of it fhall 
wath his clothes, and be unclean until the even: he 
alfo that beareth the carcafe of it‘ fhall wafh his 
clothes, and be unclean until the even. 

41 And every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth /hall be an abomination; it fhall not be 
eaten. 

42 Whatfoever gocth upon the belly, and what- 
foever goeth upon ail four, or whatfoever hath more 
fect among all creeping things that creep upon the 
earth, them ye fhall not eat; for they ave an abo- 
mination. 

43 Ye fhall not make yourfelves abominable with 
any creeping thing that creepeth, neither fhall ye 
make yourfelves unclean with them, that ye fhould 
be defiled thereby. 

44 For I am the Lorp your God: ye fhall there- 
fore janétify yourfelves, and ye fhall be holy : for I 
am holy: neither fhall ye defile yourfelves with any 





40 dnd be unclean until the even,] We find this law often repeated, 
to poffefs them with a dread of every thing that was prohibited, 
though no particular reafon for the prohibition did appear, but only 
the will of the law-maker. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XI. 


From God's appointing what creatures were to be ufed for food, we 
jearn. that he is the univerfal Lord of nature, and has a right to 
preferibe to his creatures; and we fhould admire his goodnefs in 
prohibicing whatever ts hurtful. When God is pleafed to reveal 
the knowledge of himfelf to any people, he would have them 
keep up the perpetual remembrance of his name. We are alfo 
taught, that as the Ifraclites were fo ftriétly enjoined to keep 


their bodics pure from infe€tion by an improper ufe of meats and | 


drinks, fo it is neceffury for us to keep our minds free from guilt, 
that we be confidered not merely as nominal Chriftians, but as the 
temples of the Holy Ghoft. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIE 
3 du the eighth day the ff of kis forefhin foall be circumcifed.] "The 


3 . . 
chief reafon for deferring this rite was the mother’s uncleannefs for 
fome days after her delivery, and the uncleannefs which fhe com- 


municated to the child itfelf during that period. 


45 For I am the Lorp that bringeth you up out 
of the land of Egypt, to be your God: ye fhall 
therefore be holy, for I am holy. 

46 This zs the law of the beafts, and of the fowl, 
and of every living creature that moveth in the wa- 
ters, and of every creature that creepcth upon the 
earth : 

47 To makc a difference between the unclean and 
the clean, and between the beaft that may be eaten 
and the beaft that may not be eaten. 


CHAP. NIL. 
1 The purification of a woman after childbirth: 6 her 

: offerings for her purifying. 

A ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, 
If a woman have conceived feed, and borne a man 
child: then fhe fhall be unclean feven days ; accord- 
ing to the days of the feparation for infirmity fhall 
fhe be unclean. 

3 And in the eighth day the flefh of his forefkin 
fhall be circumcifed. 

4 And fhe fhall then continue in the blood of 
her purifying three and thirty days; fhe fhall touch 
no hallowed thing, nor come into the fanétuary, 
until the days of her purifying be fulfilled. 

5 But if fhe bear a maid child, then fhe fhall be 
unclean two weeks, as in her feparation: and fhe 
fhall continue in the blood of her purifying three- 
fcore and fix days. 

6 | And when the days of her purifying are ful- 
filled, for a fon, or for a daughter, fhe fhall bring a 
lamb of the firft year for a burnt offering, and a young 
pigeon, or a turtledove, for a fin offering, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto 
the prieft: 

7 Who fhall offer it before the Lorn, and make 
an atonement for her; and fhe fhall be cleanfed 
from the iffue of her blood. This zs the law for her 
that hath borne a male or a female. 

8 And if fhe be not able io bringa lamb, then fhe 
fhall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons; the 
one for the burnt offering, and the other for the fin 
offering: and the prieft fhall make an atonement 
for her, and fhe fhall be clean. 


CHAP. AIIL. 


1,9, 18, 24, 29, 38 The laws and tokens whereby the 
prieft is to be guided in difcerning the leprofy in man 
or woman; 47 and in a garment, 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and Aaron, 
fay ing, 


. 2 When 





4 Three and thirty days; foe fhall tonch uo hallowed thing, &c.j 
Which law not only ferved to reprefent that reverence and refpect 
which is due to the public worfhip of God, but was alfo a political 
inftitution, and fupported by natural reafon, the weaknefs of women 
at this time requiring repofe and little company. 

5 She foall be unclean tavo cueeks, Sc.] We fee the purification 
was doubled for the birth of a female; which law feemed to re- 


‘| mind them of the fall of man, in which the woman was the firft 


and principal in the tranfgreffion. 

6 She foall bring alamb if the firfi year, &c.] Probable it is, that 
this law, as well as feveral others, were intended only during the 
peregrination of the Jewith commonwealth. 

7 She foall be cheanfed, &c.] i.e. She thall be reftored to the 
liberty of attending the public worship, and of partaking of the holy 
things. ; 


GENERATL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XII. 


As women are forbidden to attend divine worfhip fora certain tifne, 
Jet us learn to be modett, decent, and humane, in all our aétions. 
God’s compaffion to the infirmities of women fhould teach us to 
ufe them with tendernefs, as the weaker veffels. The poor con- 
dition of the mother of our Lord, who had only the fmallef ching 
to offer for her purification, fhould induce us to cfteem the riches 
of Chrift above all things, and his crofs as our higheft honour. 

EXPLANATORY 





Laws and tokens 





Before 
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. day: and, behold, zfthe plague in his fight be ata 


2 When a man fhall have in the {kin of his fleth J 
a rifing, a fcab, or bright fpot, and it be in the fkin 
of his fleth like the plague of leprofy; then he fhall 
be brought unto Aaron the prieft, or unto one of 
his fons the priefts: . 

3 And the prieft fhall look on the plague in the 
{kin of the flefh: and when the hair in the plague is 
turned white, and the plague in fight Je deeper than 
the fkin of his flefh, it zs a plague of leprofy: and the 
prieft fhall look on him, and pronounce him un- 
clean. . 

4 If the bright fpot de white in the fkin of his 
flefh, and in fight Je not deeper than the fkin, and 
the hair thereof be turned white; then the prieft 
fhall fhut up Azm that hath the plague feven days: 

5 And the prieft fhall look on him the. feventh 


ftay, end the plague fpread not in the fkin, then the 
priéft fhall fhut him up feven days more: 

6 And the prieft fhall look on him again the fe- 
venth day: and, behold, 7f the plague be fomewhat 
dark, and the plague fpread not tn the fkin, the 
prieft fhall pronounce him clean: it zs but a {cab: 
and he fhall wafh his clothes, and be clean. 

7 But ifthe {cab fpread much abroad in the fkin, 
after that he hath been feen of the prieft for his 
cleanfing, he fhall be feen of the prieft again: 

8 And if the prieft fee, that, behold, the fcab 
fpreadetlr in the fkin, then the prieft fhall pronounce 
him unclean: it zs a leprofy. 

“| When the plague of leprofy is in a man, then 
he fhail be brought unto the prick ; 

10 And the prieft fhall fee Aim: and, behold, if 
the rifing be white in the fkin, and it have turned the 
hair white, and there be quick raw flefh in the rifing; 

41 It zs an old leprofy in the fkin of his flefh, and 
the prieft fhall pronounce him unclean, and fhall not 
fhut him ap: for he 7s unclean: 

12 And ifa leprofy break out abroad in the fkin, 
and the leprofy cover all the fkin of him chat hath the 
plague from his head even to his foot, wherefoever 
the prieft looketh ; 

13 Then the prieft fhall confider: and, behold, if, 
the leprofy hath covered all his fleth, he fhall pro- 
nounce fim clean that hath the plague: it is all 
turned white: he zs clean. 

14 But when raw flefh appeareth in him, he fhall 
be unclean. 

15 And the prieft fhall fee the raw flefh, and pro- 
nounce him to be unclean: /or the raw flefh zs un- 
clean: itzs a leprofy. 

16 Or if the raw flefh turn again, and be changed 
unto white, he fhall come unto the pricft : 

17 And the prieft fhall fee him: and, behold, 7f 
the plague be turned into white; then the prieft) 
fhall pronounce him clean that hath the plague: he zs 
clean. : 

18 @ The flefh alfo, in which, even in the fkin 
thereof, was a boil, and is healed, 

rg And in the place of the boil there be a white 
rifing, or a bright fpot, white, and fomewhat reddifh, 
and it be fhewed to the prieft ;x 

zo And if, when the prieft feeth it, behold, it 4c in 
fight lower than the 'fkin, and the hair thereof be’ 
turned white; the prieft fhall pronounce him un- 
clean: it zs a plague of leprofy broken-out of the boil. 










EXPLANATORY NOTES on ‘CHAP. XIIL 


2 Lhe plague of leprofy, &c-} It appears that the ancient leprofy’ 
was one of thofe difeafes with which Providence occafionally afffids 
mankind in certain ages and countries, and which continue but a fhort 
period. Calmet fays, this diftemper is owing to little worms or ani- 
malcula, which, though not difcernable to the eye, may be eafily 
difcovered by microfcopes, as frequently happens in other cutaneous 
diforders. Galen fays, it renders the part affetcd utterly infenfible, 
which at length by falling off, anticipate the death of the unhappy: 
patient. 


LEV IT 1 € US. 


whereky to aifcern leprofy. 


2t But ifthe prieft look on it, and, behold; there, Before 


be no white hairs therein, and 7f it de not lower 
than the fkin, but be fomewhat dark ; then the prieft 
fhall fhut him up feven days: 

22 And if it fpread much abread in the fkin, 
then the prieft fhall pronounce him unclean: it /sa 
plague. 

23 But if the bright fpot ftay in his place, and 
fpread not, it zs a burning boil; and the pricft fhall 
pronounce him clean. 

24 Uf Or if there be any flefh, in the fkin whereof 
there 7s a hot burning, and the quick fe/ that burn- 
eth have a white bright fpot, fomewhat reddifh, or 
white ; . 

25 Then the prieft fhall look upon it: and, be- 
hold, 7f the hair inthe bright {pot be turned white, 
and it d¢ in fight deeper than the fkin; it 7s a leprofy 
broken out of the burning: wherefore the prieft 
fhall pronounce him unclean; it /s the plague of 
leprofy. 

26 Butif the prich look on it, and, behold, there 
de no white hairin the brighe {pot, and itze no lower 
than the ether fkin, but ¢ fomewhat dark; then the 
prieft fhall thut him up feven days: 

27 And the prieft fhall look upon him the feventh 
day; and if it be fpread much abroad in the fkin, 
then the prieft fhall pronounce him unclean: it és 
the plague of leprofy. 

28 And if the bright fpot flay in his place, and 
fpread not in the fkin, but it de fomewhat dark; it 
asarifing of the burning, andthe pricft fhall pro- 
nounce him clean: for it zs an inflammation of the 
burning. 

2g Z Ifa man or woman have a plague upon the 
head or the beard ; 

go Then the pricft fhall. fee the plague: and be- 
hold, if it dein fight deeper than the fkin; and there 
dein it a yellow thin hair; then the prieft thall pro- 
nounce him unclean: it zs.a dry fcall, even a leprofy 
upon the head or beard. 

31 And if the prieft look on the plague of the 
feall, and, behold, itde notin fight deeper than the 
fkin; and that there ts no black hair in it: then the 
pric fhall fhut up Azm that hath the plague of the 
feall feven.days : 

g2 And in. the feventh day the prieft fhall look on 
the plague: and, behold, zf the {call fpread not, and 
there be in it no yellow hair, and the fcall de not in 
fight deeper than the fkin ; 

33 He fhall be fhaven, but’ the {call fhall he not 
fhave; and the prieft fhall fhut up him that Aath the 
fcall feven days more: 

34 And in the feventh day the prieft fhall look on 
the fcall: and, behold, zf the fcall be not fpread in 
the fkin, nor de in fight deeper than the fkin; then 
the pricft fhall pronounce him clean: and he fhall 
wath his clothes, and be clean. 

35 But if the fcall fpread much inthe fkin after 
his cleanfing ; 

36 Then the pricft fhall look on him: and, be- 
hold, if the {call be fpread in the fkin, the prieft 
fhall not feek for yellow hair ; he zs unclean. 

37 But if the fcall be in his fight'at-a ftay, and 


that there is black hair grown up therein; the fcall . 


is healed, hezs clean: and the prieft fhall pronounce 
him clean. 





ITA 


10 Quick raw fife, &c.}] Signifying found fichh. 
13 Leis all turned white: be is clean} ice. When the whole body 





Jis turned white, it is not a fymptom of Ieprofy : but when fome 


parts of the fkin were remarkably white, and others retained the 


natural colour, that preternatural whitenefs was to be deemed to 


arife from a Jeprofy, and fo became unclean. 

29 A plague upon the head, &«.} “The Latins called this Mentagra, 
from its feat, which was generally in the chin. I: began in the 
chin, fpread: all over the face, and from thence proceeded to the 
neck, breaft, and hands. It wus fo intolerable, fo filthy a diforder, 
that any death was reckoned preferable to it. 

4 45 His 
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The fiens of leprofy in a garment. 
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38 & Ifa man alfo ora woman have in the fkin of 
their fleth bright fpots, even white bright fpots ; 

39 Then the prieft fhall look : and, behold, 7f the 
bright fpots in the fkin of their flefh be darkifh 
white; itzs a freckled {pot chat groweth in the fkin; 
he 7s clean, 

40 And the man whofe hair is fallen off his head, 
he zs bald; yeé zs he clean. 

41 Andhe that hath his hair fallen off from the 
part of his head toward his face, he zs forchead 
bald: yeé zs he clean. 

42 And if there bein the bald head, or bald fore- 
head, a white reddifh fore; it zs a leprofy fprung up 
in his bald head, or his bald forehead. 

43 Then the prieft fhall look upon it: and, be-[ 
hold, if the rifing of the fore de white reddifh in his 
bald head, or in his bald forehead, as the leprofy ap- 
pearcth inthe fkin of.the flefh ; 

44 He is a leprous man, he zs unclean: the prieft 
fhall pronounce him utterly unclean; his plague zs 
in his head. . 

45 And the leper in whom the plague is, his clothes 
fliall be rent, and his head bare, and he fhall put a 
covering upon his upper lip, and fhall cry, Unclean, 
unclean. 

46 All the days wherein the plague /hall be in him 
he fhall be defiled; he zs unclean: he fhall dwell 
alone ; without the camp /hall his hab:tation Ze. , 

47 % The garment alfothat the plague of leprofy is 
in,whether itZe a woollen garment,ora linen garment ; 

48 Whether i de in the warp, or woof; of linen, 
er of woollen; whether in a fkin, or ina any thing 
made of fkin; ; 

4g And if the plague be greenifh or, reddifh in the 
garment, or in the fkin, either in the warp, or in tha 
woof, or in any thing of fkin; it zs a plague of le- 
profy, and fhall be fhewed unto the prieft : 4 
_ §0 And the pricft fhall look upon the plague, and 
fhut up zt that hath the plague feven days: 

51 Andhe fhall look on the plague on the feventh 
day: if the plague be [pread in the garment, either 
in the warp, or in the woof, or in a fkin, or in any 
work that is made of fkins the plague ‘is a fretting 
leprofy ; itis unclean. ; 

52 He fhall therefore burn that garment, whether 
warp or woof, in woollen or in linen, or any thing of 
ikin, wherein the plague is: for it 7s a fretting le- 
profy ; it fhall be burnt in the fire. 

53 And if the prieft fhall look, and, behold, the 
plague be not fpread in the garment, cither in the 
warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of fkin; 

54 Then the prieft fhall command that they wafh 
the thing wherein the plague zs, and he fhall fhut it 
up feven days more: 

55 And the prieft fhall look on the plague, after 
that it is wafhed: and, behold, 7/ the plague have not 
changed his colour, and the plague be not f{pread; it 

































ward, whether it ée bare within or without. 

§6 And if the prieft look, and, behold, the plague 
Se fomewhat dark after the wafhing of it; then he thail 
rend it out of the garment, or out of the fkin, or out 
of the warp, or out of the woof: 

57 And if it appear ftill in the garment, either in 
the warp, or in the woof, or in any thing of fkin; it 
2s a fpreading plegue: thou fhalt burn that wherein 
the plague zs with fire. : 

58 And the garment, either warp, or woof, or 
whatfoever thing of fkin.tt bc, which thou fhalt wath, 
if the plague be departed from them, then it fhall be 
wafhed the fecond time,.and fhall be clean. . : 

59 This zs the law of the plague of leprofy in.a 
garment of woollen or linen, cither in the.warp, or 
woof, or any thing of fkins, to pronounce it clean, 
or to pronounce it unclean. 


. GW AP RIV 
2 The rites and facrifices in cleanfing the leper. 33 The 


Jims of leprofy in a houfe. ‘48 The cleanfing of that 
:  houfe. . fe. Niet 


A ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
. 2 ZI ‘his fhall be the law of the leperin the day 
of his cleanfing: He fhall be brought unto the prieft: 

:3 -nd-the :prieit fhall.go forth out of .the camp ; 
and the priett fhall look, and, behold, 2f the plague 
of leprofy be healed in:the leper; oo 

4 Then fhall the; prieft. command to take.for him 
that is to be cleanfed two birds alive and clean, and: 
cedar wood, and {carlet, and hyffop : 

§ And the prieft fhall command that one of the birds 
be killed in an earthen veffel-over running water : 
".6 As for the living bird, he thall take it, and the 
cedar wood, and the fcarlet, and the hyffop, and fhall 
dip them and the living bird in the blood of the bird 
that was killed over the running water : : 

7 And he fhall {prinkle upon him that. is to be 
cleanfed from the leprofy feven times,-and fhall pro- 
nounce him clean, and {hall let the living bird loofe 
into the open field. , 

8 And he that is to be cleanfed fhall wath his 
clothes, and ihave off all his hair, and wath himfelf 
in water, that he may be clean: and after that he 
fhall come into the camp, and fhall tarry abroad out 
of his tent feven days. 

g But it fhali be on the feventh day, that he fhall 
fhave all his hair off hishead and his beard and his 
eyebrows, even all his hair he thall thave off: and 
he fhall wafh -his clothes, alfo he fliali wath his flefh 
in water, and he thall be clean. : 

10 And on the eighth day he fhall take two he 
lambs without blemith, and one ewe iamb of the firft 
yearwithout blemilh,and three tenth dealsof fineflour 
or a mcat offering, mingled with oil,andone log of oil. 

11 And 
trent enna 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIV. 

- 2& Shall be brought unto the prieff, &c.] i.e. Without the camp, to 
a place appointed by the- prieft. : 

4 Cedar wood, and fearler, and fp.) The hyffop bound with 
fcarlet round a ftick of cedar, ferved as an inftrument to fprinkle 
the blood and water. The juice or refin of cedar, together with hyf- 
fop, were efteemed medicinal for cutaneous diftempers; the former 
was particularly nfed in curing the elephantiafis, a {pecies of Jepro- 
fy Known only in Egypt ; and hyffop was of virtue to diffolve fpots, 
and recover the colour of the fkin. By fiarlet, in this place, is 
meant {carlet-wood, which perhaps was likewife looked upon as fa- 
native in fuch difcafes, 

7 dad foall let the living bird lafe into the open field.\ Which was 
done to fhew that the leper being cleanfed, was no longer under re- 
ftraint and confinement, but was reftored to a free converfation with 
his neighbours, as the bird was to the reft of its {pecies. 

10 ¥ wo helambs—and one eave lamb] Thele being neceffary; as he 
was to offer three facrifices, viz. a trefpafs offering, a fin offering, 


and a burnt offering. 
- One Lg of oi} A log contained ‘upwards of halfa pint of our 


meafure. 


re eee 

45 His clothes foall be rent——his bead bare] Which were marks of 
forrow; and another was, covering the upper lip, which was per- 
formed either with the hand, or by throwing the fkirt of their gar- 
ments over their heads. ‘Thefe ceremonies feem intended not only 
to preferve paffengers from legal impurity, but likewife from catch- 
ing the difeafe by contagion. 

Shall cry, Unclean, uuclean.} In order to warn every one not to 
touch, or come near him. See Lam, iv. 15. 

47 the garment alfe, &c.| This leprofy in the garments, and in 
the houfes, chap. xiv. 34. in no wife refembled the infection of the 
plague in clothes, utenfils and houfes, infeed by exhalations of the 
air, excrements, and the like; which lying upon the fuperficies, 
might be cleanfed and purified ; but it was a corruption peculiar to 
thofe times and places, rotting and gnawing them, and fpreading as 
in aliving body. We find no mention elfewhere of any fuch difeafe. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIIL 

From the tenor of this chapter, we may remark the care which God 

took to preferve the health of his people : let this confideration 

excite us to love and obcy him as our moft generous benefa@or 

and preferver. We are alfo herein taught, that it becomes us to 

be cleanly in our perfons ; for God hates naftinefs ; and cleanlinefs 

is next to godlinefs. 

Yo, 1c. 
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CHAP. XIV. Rites and facrifices in cleanfing the leper. 
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Rites and facrifices in cleanfing the leper. LEVITICUS. The figns of leprofy in a houfe, 
cher 11 And the prieft that maketh Azm clean fhall pre- 29 And the reft of the oil that zs in the pris ie 


1490. 


fent the man that is to be made clean, and thofe 
things before the Lorn, at the door of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: : 

x2 And the prieft fhall take one he lamb, and offer 
him for a trefpafs offering, and the log of oil, and 
wave them for a wave offering before the Lorn. 


43 And he fhall flay the lamb in the place where 


he fhall kill the fin offering and the burnt offering, 
in the holy place: for as the fin offering zs the pricit’s, 
fo is the trefpals offering: itis moft holy: * 

14 And the prieft-fhall take fome of the blood of the 
trefpafs offering, and the prieft fhall put z¢ upon the 
tip of the right ear of him.that is to be cleanfed, and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great 
toe of his right foot. / 

15 And the priedt fhall take fome of the log of oil, 
and pour it into the palm of his own left hand : 

16 And the prieft fhall dip his right finger in the 
oil that zs in his left hand, and fhall fprinkle of the 
oil with his finger feven times before the Lorn: 

17 And of the reft of the oil that zs in his hand fhall 
the prieft put upon the tip of the right ear of him 
that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of his 
right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, 
upon the blood of the trefpafs offering : ‘ 

18 And the remnant of the oil thatzsin the prieft’s 
hand he fhall pour upon.the head of him that is to 
be cleanfed': and the prieft fhall make an atone- 
ment for him before the Lorv. 

1g And the. prieft {hall offer the fin offering, and 
make an atonement for him that is to be cleanfed 
from his uncleannefs; and afterward he fhall kil! the 
burnt offering : 

20 And the prieft fhall offer the burnt offering 
and the meat offering upon the altar: and the prieft 
fhall make an atonement for him, and he fhall be 
clean. 

21 And ifhe depoor, and cannot get fo much; 
then he fhalt take one lamb for a trefpafs offering to 
be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one 
tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat 
offering, and a log of oil ; 

22. And two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, 
fuch as he is able to pet; and the one fhall be a fin 
offering, and the other a burnt offering. 

29 And he fhall bring them on the eighth day for 
his cleanfing unto the prieft, unto the door of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, before the Lorp. 

24 And the prieft fhall take the lamb of the tref- 
‘pafs offering, and the log of oil, and the prieft fhall 
wave them for.a wave offering before the Lorn. 

25 And he fhall kill the lamb of the trefpafs offer- 
ing, and the prieft fhall take fome of the blood of the 
trefpafs offering, and put it upon the tip of the right 
ear of him that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb 
of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right 
foot: : 

26 And the prieft fhall pour of the oil into the 
palm of his own left hand: 

27 And the pricft fhall fprinkle with his right fin- 
ger fome of the oil that zs in his left hand feven times 
before the Lorn. 

28 And the prieft fhall put of the oil that zs in his 
hand upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to 
be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, 
and. upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the 
- place of the blood of the trefpafs offering : 


12 And offer him for a trefpafs offering, &c.| We are not to faup- 
pofe there was any: trefpais in the difeafe itfelf, but that fin being 
the caufe of difeafes, that facrifice was an a& of humiliation for fin, 
from whence ali the evils and miferies incident to our naturt take 
their rife. The very pagans themfelves acknowledged the. moral 
to be the caufe of natural evil. 


18 And the remmant of the oil, &¢c.| The oi] typified the healing, or | 


recovery from the leprofy, as the-blood did the remiffion of fins, &c. 
19 dad afteruard be foall kill the burnt off-ring.] This being of the 


hand he fhall put upon the head of him that is to be 
cleanfed, to make an atonement for him before the 
Lorp. 

go And he fhall offer the one of the turtledoves, 
or of the young pigeons, fuch as he can get; 

31 Even fuch as he is able to get, the one for a fin 
offering, and the other for a burnt offering, with the 
meat offering: and the prieft thall make an atone- 
ment for him that is to be cleanfed before the Lorp. 

32 This zs the law of him in whom ?s the plague of 
leprofy, whofe hand is not able to get that which per- 
taincth to his cleanfing. 

33 @ And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, faying, 

34 When ye be come into the land of Canaan, 
which I give to you for a poffeffion, and I put the 
plague of Ieprofy in a houfe of the land of your pof- 
{effion; 

35 And he that owneth the houfe fhall come and 
tell the priefl, faying, It feemeth to me that there is 
as it were a plague in the houfe: 

36 Then the prieft fhall command that they empty 
the houfe, before the prieft go into z¢#to fee the plague, 
that all thatzs in the houfe be not made unclean: and 
afterward the prieft fhall go in to fee the houfe: 

37 And he fhall look on the plague, and, behold, 
if the plague Je in the walls of the houfe with hollow 
ftrakes, greenifh or reddifh, which in fight ave lower 
than the wall; 

38 Then the prieft fhall go out of the houfe to the 
door of the houfe, and fhut up the houfe feven days: 

39 And the prieft fhall come again the feventh 
day, and fhall look: and, behold, zf the plague be 
fpread in the walls of the houfe; 

40 Then the prieft fhall command that they take 
away the ftones in which the plague zs, and they fhall 
eaft them into an unclean place without the city: 

4: And he fhall caufe the houfe to be {craped 
within round about, and they fhall pour out the duft 
that they fcrape off without the city into an unclean 

lace: 
. 42 And they fhall take other ftones, and put them 
in the place of thofe ftones ; and he fhall take other 
mortar, and fhall plaifter the houfe. 

43 And if the plague come again, and break out 
in the houfe, after that he hath taken away the {tones, 
and after he hath f{craped the houfe, and after it is 
plaiftered ; 

44 Then the prieft fhall come and look, and, be- 
hold, ¢f the plague be fpread in the houfe-it zs a fret- 
ting leprofy inthe houfe: it zs unclean. 

45 And he fhall break down the houfe, the ftones 
of it, and the timber thereof, and all the mortar of 
the houfe; and he fhal! carry them forth out of the 
city into an unclean place. 

46 Moreover he that gocth into the houfe all the 
while that it is fhut up fhall be unclean until the even. 

47 And he that lieth in the houfe fhall wafh his 
clothes; and he that eateth in the houfe fhall wafh 
his clothes. 

48 © And if the prieft fhall come in, and look wfon 
z#, and, behold, the plague hath not fpread in the 
houfe, after the houfe was plaiftered: then the prieft 
fhall pronounce the houfe clean, becaufe the plague 
is healed. 

49 And he fhall take to cleanfe the houfetwo birds, 
and cedar wood, and fcarlet, and hyffop : 

50 And 


errr ern aS SNA 
nature of a prefent to God, in gratitude for having worked his 
cure, was not to be offered till by the previous offerings for trefpals 
and fin, the man made public profeffion of his fincere repentance, 
without which he could not meet with acceptance from God. 
34 Aud I put the plague of leprify in a hunfe, &&.] We cannot affign 
a natural cavfe of this ttrange piague, -hut muft refolve it unto the 
wer of rhe God of nature; for fhall there be evil ina citv, and the 
ord hath not done it? Thus we read of the plague of Athens, the 
plague of Florence, Marfeilies, &c. &c. 
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Uncleannefs of men in their iffuess CHAP. XV. Uncleanne{s of women in their iffises. 
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50 And he fhall kill the one of the birds in an 
earthen veffel over running water. 

51 And he fhall take the cedar wood, and the hyf 
fop, and the fcarlet, and the living bird, and dip 
them in the blood of the flain bird, and in the run-} 
ning water, and fprinkle the houfe feven times, 

52 And he fhall cleanfe the houfe with the blood 
of the bird, and with the running water, and with 
the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with 
the hyffop, and with the {carlet: 

53 But he fhall let go the living bird out of the 
city into the open fields, and make an atonement 
for the houfe:, and it fhall be clean. 

54 This zs the law fer all manner of plague of le- 
profy, and fcall, : 

55 And for the leprofy of a garment, and of a 
houfe, : , 

56 And for a rifing, and for a fcab, and for a 
bright {pot: : tsi 

57 To teach when-zt zs unclean, and when Zé ts 
clean: this is the law of leprofy. 


C H A P. XV. 


1 The uncleannefs of men in thetr iffues, and their cleanf- 
ing. 19 The uncleannc/s of women in their iffues, 
and their cleanfing. le Ss 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and to Aaron, f 
21 And whofoever toucheth her bed fhall wath his 


faying, . 
2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto ]{ clothes, and bathe Azmfelf in water, and be unclean 
J until the even. 


them, When any man hath arunning iffue out of his |: 
22 And whofoever toucheth any thing that fhe fat 


fleth, Zecaufe of his iffue he zs unclean. ! 
3 And this fhall be his uncicannefs in his iffue : {upon fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe hem/e/f ‘in-wa- 


whether his flefh run with his iffue, or his flefh be}-Jter, and be unclean until the even. 
topped from his iffue, it zs his uncteannefs. 4 23 And if it be on fer bed, or on.any thing where- 

4 Every bed whereon he lieth that hath theiffue, is§fon fhe fitteth, when. he toucheth it, he fhall be un. 
unclean: and every thing, whereon he fitteth, fhall])}-clean until the even. 
be unclean. : ¥ 24 And if any man lie with her at all, and her 

5 And. whofoever toucheth his bed fhall wafh his] | flowers be upon him, he fhal}-be unclean feven days; 
clothes, and bathe Aimfelf in water, and be unclean§] and all the bed whereon he lieth fhall be unclean. 
until the even. . a 25 And ifa woman have an iffueof her blood many 

6 And he that fitteth on any thing whereon he fat¢,J-days out of the time of her feparation, or if it run -be- 
ehat hath the iffue fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe$q yond the time of her feparadion; ali the days‘of the 
himfelf in water, and be unclean until the even. {iffue ofher uncleannefs fhall be as the days of her fe- 

7 And he that toucheth the flefh of him that hath }{ paration: fhe /hall ge unclean. 
the iffue fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe A:mfelf in{] | 26 Every bed whereon bhe lieth all the days of her 
water, and be unclean until the even. — iffuefhall be unto her as the bed of her feparation : 

8 And if he that hath the iffue fpit upon him that {J and whatfoever fhe fitteth upon fhall be unclean, as 
is clean; then he thall wafh his clothes, and bathe }} the uncleannefs of her feparation. 
himfelf in water, and be unclean until the even.- | 27 And whofoever toucheth thofe things fhall be 

9 And what faddle foever he rideth upon that hath [J unclean, and fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe himfelf 
the iffue fhall be unclean. in water, and be unclean until the even, 

10 And whomfoever toucheth any thing that was44 28 But if fhe be cleanfed of her iffue, then fhe 
under him fhall be unclean until the even: and he 4# fhall number to herfelf feven days, and after that fhe 
that beareth any of thofe things fhall wafh his clothes, #] fhall be clean. 
and bathe him/felf in water, and be unclean until.the}7. 29 snd onthe eighth day fhe fhall take unto her 
even. two turtles, or two young pigcons, and bring them 

114 And whomfoever he toucheth that hath the#j unto the prieft, to the door of the tabernacle of the 
iffue, and hath not rinfed his hands in water, he fhall }] congregation. 
wath his clothes, and bathe Aimfelf in water, and be go And the prieft fhall offer the one for a fin of- 
unclean until] the even. fering, and the other for a burnt offering, and the 

iz And the veffel of earth, that he toucheth which ff prieft fhall make an atonement for her before the 
hath ‘the iffue, fhall be broken: and every veffel of [{ Loxn for the iffue of her uncleannefs. 
wood fhall be rinfed in water. 

13 And when he that hath an iffue is cleanfed of 































for his cleanfing, and wath his clothes, and bathe his 
flefh in running water, and ihall be clean. 

14 Andon the eighth day he fhall take to him two 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and come before 


gregation, and give them unto the prieft : 

15 .And the pricft fhall offer them, the one for a 
fin offering, and the other for a burnt offering; and 
the prieft fhall make an atonement for him before the 
Lord for his iffue. 

16 And if any man’s feed of copulation go out 
from him, then he fhall wafh all his flefh in water, 
and be unclean until-:the even. | a 

17 sind every garment, and every fkin, whereon 
is the feed of copulation, fhall be wafthed with 
water, and be unclean until the even. 

18 The woman alfo with whom man fhall lie with 
feed of copulation, they fhal! both bathe themfelves in 
water, and be unclean until the even. 

19 @ And ifa woman have an iffue, and her iffue 
in her flefh be blood, fhe fhall be put apart feven 
days: and whofoever toucheth her fhall be unclean 
until the even. 

20 And every thing that fhe Heth upon in her fe- 
}} paration fhall be unclean: every thing alfo that the 
fiteeth upon fhall be unclean, ; 


theiruncleannefs; that they dic not in their unclean- 
nefs, 








inftruéted in the other cafes of uncleannefs in man or woman, which 
are intended not only to teach the neceffity of moral purity, bat 
alfo to put a reftraint upon immoderate gratification of the 
paffions. 

2 Arunning iffie out of his felb, && | Meaning a gonorrhea,’ which 
might proceed as well from additional caufes, as from a lewd courfe 
of fife. ‘The lues vencrea, it is generally fuppofed, wasnot known 
till about three centuries ago. ; 

13 Shall be cleax.}] i. e- He may converfe with other men, and 
come near the tabernacle to perform religious duties. 

24, Lie with her at all, &c.] Signifying unawares, for it was 
death to ‘both man and woman who did it Knowingly, chap. 


xx. 18- 
31 Wen 


57 This is the lav of leprofy.] i.e. The conclufion of the law of 
leprofy. There is no repetition of that law in Deuteronomy; only a 
general memorandum, ‘* Take heed in the plague of leprofy,” 
Dew xxiv. $- 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XIV. 
An inftructive leffon is afforded us by the ceremonies ufed by the 
prieft refpecting the cure of the leprofy; which is, that though 
it is our duty to make ufe of all proper means for the recovery of. 
health, yet we arenot to truftin them: andthe malignant nature 
Of the leprofy points out, how odious fin is in the fight of Gad. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 
1 dud the Lord fpake uszto Mofe:, &c.] Here Mofes and Aaron are { 
5 


his iffue; then he fhall number to himfelf feven days/ 


31 Thus fhall ye feparate the children of Jfraelfrom ° 


Before 


2490. 


the Lorp unto the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
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rago. fent the man that is to be made cicero. an i. 
things before the Loro, af the dour of the ty: 
nacle of the congregation: 

12 :\nd the prieft fhall take one he Ismb, aw! off + 
him for a trefpafs offering, and the log af es. ed 
wave them for a wave offering before the Lo 

a3 And he thall flay the lamb inthe place wor 
he fhall kill the fin offering and the burnt offe ren -, 
in the holy place: for as the fin offering isthe pric Mt », 
fo is the trefpals offering: itzs moft holy : 

14 And the prieft fhall take fome of the blond of the 
tre{pafs offering, and the prieft fhall putr upon. the 
tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleanicd and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the grea: 
toe of his right foot. 


Before j 3 aioe Be aoe i ; 
Coie et And the prieft that maketh 4§ -z cican fhe" 5 ws a 










a 24 

15 And the prieft fhall take fome of the log of al Jfebst 3 
and pour 7¢ into the palm of his own Icft hand vba, 

16 And the prieft fhall dip his right finger vt the f fi, Af 

oil that 7s in his left hand, and fhall fprinkle ot abe 2 4 


oil with his finger feven times before the Loan 

17 And of the reft of the oil thatzs in bis hand fal 
the prieft put upon the tip of the right car of him 
that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of tus 
right hand, and upon the great toc of his eight fens, 
upon the blood of the trefpafs offering : 

18 And the remnant of the oil thatisin the prie®‘s 


7. 
hand he fhall pour upon the head of him that 0 tofh: ice 5 | 
be cleanfed: and the prieft fhall make an atone. FP Rras 
ment for him before the Lorn. this 4 
ig And the prieft fhall offer the fin offctins, end 8 
make an atonement for him that is to be clranted TE dace ig 
from his uncleannefs; and afterward he fhall & tt tte ‘ ‘s 
burnt offering : de 3 
20 And the prieft fhall offer the burnt offe rine If tyes 
and the meat offering upon the altar: and the proe® ee & 
fhall make an atoncment for him, and he fhali te Hees. | 
clean. sof 4 
21 And ifhe de poor, and cannot get fo mech ; @toa 
then he fhall take one lamb for a trefpafs offering tn wthingt 
be waved, to make an atonement for him, and cor Uf che: thé 
tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oi! for a meat fll plac: : | 
offcring, and a log of oil; oe \y 
22 And two turtledoves, or two young pigedus, Heer tee > 
fuch as he is able to get; and the one fhall br 2 tn ff a+. 
offering, and the other a burnt offering. es " 
23 And he fhall bring them on the eighth das free $i co th 
his cleanfing unto the pricft, unto the door of tec te Beams x 
bernacle of the congregation, before the Lasat. pie -¢ 
24 And the prieft fhail take the lamb of the sre! 7 
pafs offering, and the Jog of oil, and the pre® fuattT® ~ 4g 
wave them /fo7 a wave offering before the B.cas demy 
25 And he fhall kill the lamb of the trefpafs offes. « 
ing, and the prieft fhall take fome of the blond of the Fh ad + 
trefpafs offering, and put it upon the tip of the ngti fg the +” 
ear of him that 1s to be cleanfed, and upon the thuent if cots 1: 
of his right band, and upon the great toe of his right 46 * 
foot: whites 
26 And the pricft fhall pour of the oil into th: an} 
palm of his own left hand: Glotbes, 
27 And the pricft fhall fprinkle with his right f- Fi bee clots 
ger_fome of the oil that zs in his left hand feven times 48 «yl 
before the Loxp. at, and, 
28 And thc prieft fhall put of the oi! thas ss tm his FJ boule, © 
hand upon the tip of the right ear of him thats to [PB fball pr. 
be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of his nght hand, Hts besl 
and upon the great toe of his mght foot, upun the au An 
place of the blood of the trefpafs offering . amd cod 








12 dnd offer him for a trefpafs offering, &c.] We ave act tm bap 
pofe there was any trefpafs in the difeafe itfelf. but thet ts beang 
the caufe of difeafes, that facrifice was an act of husnilssenmn Gow toe, BF aud 6.2. 
from whence all the evils and miferies incident to eur aetew take Eu sthaui © 
their rife. The very pagans themfelrcs acknowledged the musal Be ts 6 
to be the caufe of natural evil. & matuzalel 

18 fxd the remnant of the ol, &c-| The oil typified she bralag, o¢ 
recovery from the leprofy, as the-blood did the remsfLar ut bins. dea. atat 

1g and aftercvard be forall kdl the barase™ reg Y Vie bere Ole ’ 
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Bq ANS ee. the esgeer® dae be thai! take to him two 
turtiedevec. + ce) eememg pigeons, and come before 
the Laces won sims: Geen of the tabernacle of the con- 
Riegatswn end gic thom unto the prich : 

tt Ned the perl Rell offer them, the one for a 
fin 4, E Bod he sother for a burnt offering; and 
the proc! Qret! meke ae atunement fur him before the 
Laard barr tees o@aer 

16. Awd af amy man’s feed of copulation go ou: 
from bem, then be Mall wath all his fleth in water, 
and bc wmicen weil the even. 

y7 oul evcey garment, and every {kin, whereon 
te the fee of copulation, fhall be wafhed with 
water, ead be encican until the even. 

18 Tie weaman allo with whom man fhall lie with 
feed ch copulation, they fhall both bathe chemfelves in 
waicr, aed be uacicen until the cven. 

+19 % And of a woman have an iffue, and her ifflue 
in hee @ets be blood, fhe fhall be put apart feven 
dsys aed wholecwer toucheth her fhall be unclean 
wotd the even 

sc And cvery thing that fhe licth upon in her fe- 
paration rall be unclean: every thing alfo that fhe 
fatersh upon hall bc uncican. 

at Aad whofoecs cr toucheth her bed fhall wath his 
clothes, eed bathe Armfc/f in water, and be unclean 
units the cocn. 

#8 And whojucver touchcth any thing that fhe fat 
upen Ball waft his clothes, and bathe A:m/e/f inwa- 
ter, and be wncican until the even. 

6 « Amd af at be On der bed, or on any thing where- 
en Ose Gsscth, when he toucheth it, he fhall be un- 
clean watsl the even. 

a4 And of anv man fie with her at all, and her 
flowers be apon bim, he fhall be unclean feven days; 
and ali tee bed whereon he Jieth fhall be unclean. 

ss Aad ofa woman have an iffue of her blood many 
days om of the time of her feparation, or if it ran be- 
voad the wme of her feparation; ali the days of the 
tflue of ber wacteannefs fhail be as the days of her fe- 

: f&c Aall be unclean. 

#6 Every bed whereon fhe lieth all the days of her 
tue Geli be unto her as the bed of her feparation =: 
and whatever fhe fitteth upon fhall be unclean, as 
the uncteanaels of her feparation. 

37 Awd whofoever touchcth thofe things fhall be 
uacieen, and thall wath his clothes, and bathe Aim/fclf 
in water, and be unclean until the even. 

#8 But if the be cleanfed of her iffue, then fhe 
fhati number to herfelf feven days, and after that fhe 
flail be chcan. 

gg Anu on ibe cighth day fhe fhall take unto her 
two turtles, @r two voung pigcons, and bring them 
unto the prieft, to the door of the tabernacle of the 
congicgation. 

go Aed the prieft fhall offer the one for a fin of- 
fering, and the other fer a burnt offering, and the 
prie® Bheli make an atonemcnt for her before the 
Lor p foe the flue of her uncleannefs. 

40 Thusthall yc feparate the children of I frael from 
thes wai beawnrds; that they die not in their unciean- 

nefs, 





behrudaed to the attest cole: of encicannefs in man or woman, which 
are trarnded we eal te trach the neceflity of moral purity, bat 
aife we pet o efi wpom immoderate gratification of the 


8 fgg ov +. be, &c } Meaning a gonorrhea,’ which 
ag tet patel ster Gum additional pra eg fom a lewd courfe 
ot lise. Bt bor. ceortra, it generally fuppofed, wasnot known 
tell abucet Cheer eumturore “. 
ee ee ee may converfe with other men, and 
comer are: the whee» be sc pettorm religions datics. 
Le qwetb tee w ww. ac } Signifying onawares, for it «was 
eo teh ma ont woe who did it knowingly, chap. 
za. 56 
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Rites and | facrifices in cleanfing the leper. LEVITICUS. The figns of leprofy in a houfe, 





29 And the reft of the oil that sin the prieft’s Before 
hand he fhall put upon the head of him that is to he oer 
cleanfed, to make an atonement for him before the ~~ 
Lorp. 

go And he fhall offer the one of the turtledoves, 
or of the voung pigeons, fuch as he can get; 

g1 £ven {uch as he is able to get, the one fora fin 
offering, and the other fora burnt offering, with the 
meat offering: and the prieft fhall make an atone- 
ment for him that is to be cleanfed before the Loup. 

32 This 7s the law of him in whom 7s the plague of 
leprofy, whofe hand is not able to get that which pera 
tarneth to his cleanfing. 

33 @ And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, faying, 

34 When ye be come into the Jand of Canaan, 
which I give to vou for a poffeffion, and I put the 
plague of Icproly in a houfe of the land of your pof- 
feffion ; 

35 And he that owneth the houfe fhall come and 
tell the pricil, faying, It feemeth to me that there ts 
as it were a plague in the houfe: 

36 Then the pricft fhall command that they empty 
the houfe, before the prielt go into zt to fee the plague, 
that all that7zsin the houfe be not made unclean: and 
afterward the prieft fhall go in to fee the houfe: 

37 And he fhall look on the plague, and, behold, 
if the plague de in the walls of the houfe with hollow 
ftrakes, greenifh or reddifh, which in fight ave lower 
than the wall; 

38 Then the prieft fhall go out of the houfe to the 
door of the houfe, and fhut ap the houfe feven days: 

g And the prieft fhall come again the feventh 
day, and fhall look: and, behold, zf the plaguc be 
fpread in the walls of the houfe; 

40 Then the prieft fhall command that they take 
away the ftones in which the plague zs, and they fhall 
eaft them into an unclean place without the city: 

41 And he fhall caufe the houfe to be fcraped 
within round about, and they fhall pour out the duft 
that they fcrape off without the city into anunclean 

lace: 
. 42 And they fhall take other ftones, and put them 
in the place of thofe ftones; and he fhall take other 
mortar, and fhall plaifter the houfe. 

43 And if the plague come again, and break out 
in the houfe, after that he hath taken away the ftones, 
and after he hath f[craped the houfe, and after it is 
plaiftered ; 

44 Then the prieft fhall come and look, and, be- 
hold, zf the plague be fpread in the houfe it 7s a fret- 
ting leprofy in the houfe: it zs unclean. 

45 And he fhall break down the houfe, the ftones 
of it, and the timber thereof, and all the mortar of 
the houfe; and he fhall carry them forth out of the 
city into.an unclean place. 

46 Moreover he that gocth into the houfe all the 
while that it is fhut up fhall be unclean until the even. 

47 Andhe that licth in the houfe fhall wafh his 
clothes; and he that eateth in the houfe fhall wafh 
his clothes. 

48 @ And if the prieft fhall come in, and look upon 
zt, and, behold, the plague hath not fpread in the 
houfe, after the houfe was plaiftered: then the prie{t 
fhall pronounce the houfe clean, becaufe the plague 
is healed. 

49 And he fhall take to cleanfe the houfe two birds, 
and cedar wood, and fcarlet, and byffop: 


cms, 11 And the prieft that maketh Aim clean fhall pre- 
3490. fent the man that is to be made clean, and thofe 
things before the Lorn, at the door of the taber- 

nacle of the congregation : 

12 And the prieft fhall take one he lamb, and offer 
him for a trefpafs offering, and the log of oil, and 
wave them for a wave offering before the Loxp. 

-43 And he fhall flay the lamb in the place where 
he fhall kill the fin offering and the burnt offering, 
in the holy place: for as the fin offering zs the prictt’s, 
Jo is the trefpafs offering: it is moft holy : 

14 And the prieft fhal] take fome of the blood of the 
trefpafs offering, and the prieft fhall put z¢ upon the 
tip of the right ear of him that is to be cleanfed, and 
upon the thumb of his right hand, and upon the great 
toe of his right foot. 

15 And the prieft fhall take fome of the log of oil, 
and pour 7¢ into the palm of his own left hand : 

16 And the prieft fhall dip his right finger in the 
oil that zs in his left hand, and fhall fprinkle of the 
oil with his finger feven times before the Lorn: 

17 And of the reft of the oil that zs in his hand fhall 
the prieft put upon the tip of the right ear of him 
that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of his 
right hand, and upon the great toe of his right foot, 
upon the blood of the trefpafs offering : - 

18 And the remnant of the oil thatzsin the prieft’s 
hand he fhall pour upon the head of him that is to 
be cleanfed: and the prieft fhall make an atone- 
ment for him before the Lorv. 

1g And the prieft thall offer the fin offering, and 
make an atonement for him that is to be cleanfed 
from his uncleannefs; and afterward he fha]J] kill the 
burnt offering : 

20 And the prieft fhall offer the burnt offering 
and the meat offering upon the altar: and the prieft 
fhall make an atonement for him, and he fhall be 
clean. 

a1 Andifhe de poor, and cannot get fo much; 
then he fhall take one lamb for a trefpafs offering to 
be waved, to make an atonement for him, and one 
tenth deal of fine flour mingled with oil fora meat 
offering, and a log of oil ; 

22 And two turtledoves, or two young pigeons, 
fuch as he is able to get; and the one fhall be a fin 
offering, and the other a burnt offering. 

23 And he fhall bring them on the eighth day for 
his cleanfing unto the prieft, unto the door of the ta~ 
bernacle of the congregation, before the Lorp. 

24 And the prieft fhall take the lamb of the tref- 
pafs offering, and the log of oil, and the prieft fhall 
wave them for a wave offering before the Lorp. 

25 And he fhall kill the lamb of the trefpafs offer- 
ing, and the prieft fhall take fome of the blood of the 
trefpafs offering, and put it upon the tip of the right 
ear of him that is to be cleanfed, and upon the thumb 
of his right hand, and upon the great toe of his right 
foot: 

26 And the pricft fhall pour of the oil into the 
palm of his own left hand: 

27 And the pricft fhall fprinkle with his right fin- 
ger fome of the oil that zs in his left hand feven times 
before the Lorn. 

28 And the prieft fhall put of the oil that zs in his 
hand upon the tip of the right ear of him that is to 
be cleanfed, and upon the thumb of his right hand, 
and upon the great toe of his right foot, upon the 
place of the blood of the trefpafs offering : 






















. 59° And 
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nature of a prefent to God, in gratitude for having worked his 
cure, was not to be offered till by the previous offerings for trefpafs 
and fin, the man made public profeffion of his fincere repentance, 
without which he could not meet with acceptance from Gad. 

34 dad f pur the plague of leprify in a hunt, &e. | We cannot affign 

a natural caufe of this ftrange pisgue, -bur muit refolve it unto the 

ower of the God of nature; for shall there be evil ina citv, and the 

ord hath not done it? Vhus we read of the plagee of Athens, the 
plague of Florence, Marfeilivs, Gc. &c. 


cece epeenerrensemang enna SS PA Ae fetaseeae es 

12 And offer him for a trefpafs offering, &c.] We are not to fup- 
pole there was any trefpafs in the difeafe itfelf, but that fin being 
the caufe of difeafes, that facrifice was an aét of humiliation for fin, 
from whence all the evils and miferies incident to our nature take 
their rife. The very pagans themfelves acknowledged the. moral 
to be the caufe of natural evil. 

18 And the renmant of the oil, &c.] The oil typified the healing, or 
recovery from the leprofy, as the-blood did the remiffion of fins, &c. 


19 dnd afterquard he foall kill the burnt eff-ring.] This being of the : 
. ay Diu 





Uncleannefs of men in their ifues.s CHAP. XV. Uncleannefs of women in their iffues. 


his iffue; then he fhall number to himfelf feven days Before 
for his cleanfing, and wath his clothes, and bathe his vce 
flefh in running water, and fhall be clean. 

14 Andon the eighth day he fhall take to him two 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons, and come before 
the Lorn unto the door of the tabernacle: of the con- 
gregation, and give them unto the pric : 

15.And the prieft fhall offer them, the one for a 
fin offering, and the other for a burnt offering ; and 
the prieft fhall make an atonement for him before the 
Lord for his iffue. 

16 And if any man’s feed of copulation go out 
from him, then he fhall wafh all his flefh in water, 
and be unclean until the even. 

17 And every garment, and every fkin, whereon 
is the feed of copulation, fhall be wathed with 
water, and be unclean until the even. 

18 The woman alfo with whom man fhall lie with 
feed of copulation, they fhall both bathe chemfelves in 
water, and be unclean until the even. 

19 @ And ifa woman have an iffue, and her Hlue 
in her flefh be blood, fhe fhall be put apart feven 
days: and whofoeyver toucheth her fhall be unclean 
until the even. 

20 And-every thing that fhe lieth upon in her fe- 
{| paration fhall be unclean: every thing alfo that the 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and to Aaron, }j fiteeth upon fhall be unclean. 
{ 4 21 And whofoever toucheth her bed fhall wafh his 


faying, : 
2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto |} clothes, and bathe himfelf in water, and be unclean 
until the even. 


them, When anv man hath a running iffue out of his 
flefh, decaufe of his iffue he zs unclean. 22 And whofoever toucheth any thing that fhe fat 
And this fhall be nis uncieannefs in his ifue:{J upon fhall wath his clothes, and bathe Azmfe/f inwa- 
whether his flefh run with his iffue, or his flefh be ]-[ter, and be unclean until the even. 
ftopped from his iffue, it zs his uncleannefs. { 23 And if it be on her bed, or on any thing where- 
4 Every bed whereon he lieth that hath the iffue, is J]on fhe fitteth, when he toucheth it, he fhall be un- 
unclean: and every thing, whereon he fitteth, fhail { {clean until the even. 
be unclean. {J a4 And if any man Jie with her at all, and her 
5 And whofcever toucheth his bed fhall wath his4J| flowers be upon him, he fhall- be unclean feven days; 
clothes, and bathe Aim/e/f in water, and be uncleang| and all the bed whercon he lieth fhall be unclean. 
25 And ifa woman have an ifflue of her blood many 


unui the even. ; ; 
6 And he that fitteth on any thing whereon he fat{, days out of the time of her feparation, or if it run be- 
that hath the iffue fhall-wath his clothes, and bathe] yond the time of her feparation; all the days of the 


himfelf in water, and be unclean until the even. ‘}iffue of her uncleannefs fhall be as the days of her fe- 
And he that toucheth the flcfh of him that hath || paration: fhe /iall de unclean. 
the iffue fhall wath his clothes, and bathe Azm/elf in’ 26 Every bed whereon hhe lieth all the days of her 
water, and be unclean until the even. iffue fhall be unto her as the bed of her feparation : 
§ And if he that hath the iffue {pit upon him that || and whatfoever fhe fitteth upon shall be unclean, as 
is clean; then he fhall wath his clothes, arid bathe {| the uncleannels of her feparation. 
Aimfelf in wacer, and be unclean until the even. - 27 And whofoever toucheth thofe things fhall be 


g And what faddle foever he rideth upon that hath | unclean, and fhall wafh his clothes, and bathe himfelf 


the iffue fhall be unclean. fin water, and be unclean until the even, 

10 And whomfoever toucheth any thing that was]] 28 But if fhe be cleanfed of her iffue, then fhe 
under him fhall be unclean until the even: and he ff fhall number to herfelf feven days, and after that the 
that beareth any of thofe things fhall wath his clothes, {J fhall be clean. 
and bathe him/felf in water, and be unclean until. the 2g «nd on the eighth day fhe fhall take unto her 
even. two turtles, or twO voung pigcons, and bring them 

11 And whomfoever he toucheth that hath thej{ unto the prieft, to the door of the tabernacle of the 


iffue, and hath not rinfed his hands in water, he fhall {4 congregation. 

wath his clothes, and bathe Azm/e/f in water, and be go And the prieft fhall offer the one for a fin of- 

unclean unti] the even, fering, and the other fer a burnt offering, and the 
12 And the veffel of earth, that he toucheth which |§ prieft fhall make an atonement for her before the 

hath the iffue, fhall be broken: and every veffel of Lorop forthe iffue of her uncleannefs. 

wood fhall be rinfed in water. 31 Thus fhall ye feparate the children of Ifraelfrom © 


13 And when he that hath an iffue is cleanfed of theiruncleannefs; that they die not in their unclean- 
: nefs, 


Before = =50 And he fhall kill the one of the birds in an 
CHRIST earthen veffel over running water. 

51 And he fhall take the cedar wood, and the hyf 
fop, and the fearlet, and the living bird, and dip 
them in the blood of the Main bird, and in the run- 
ning water, and {prinkle the houfe feven times, 

52 And he fhall cleanfe the houfe with the blood 
of the bird, and with the running water, and with 
the living bird, and with the cedar wood, and with 
the hyffop, and with the {carlet: 

53 But he fhall let go the living bird out of the 
city into the open fields, and make an atonement 
fer the houfe: and it fhall be clean. 

54 This zs the law for all manner of plague of le- 
profy, and feall, ; 

55 And for the leprofy of a garment, and of a 
houfe, : ' 

56 And fora rifing, and for a fcab, and for a 
bright fpot: 

57 To teach when-z zs unclean, and when 2zé zs 
clean: this is the law of leprofy. 


Cc H A P. XV. 


1 Theuncleannefs of men in their iffues, and theer cleanf— 
ing. 19 The uncleanne/s of women in their iffues, 


and their cleanfing. 










































inftru€ted in the other cafes of uncieannefs in man or woman, which 
are intended not only cto teach the neceffity of moral purity, bat 
alfo to put a reftrain. upon immoderate gratification of the 
paffions. 

2 A running iffie out of his fifo, &c ] Meaning a gonorthea,'which 
might proceed as well from additional caufes, as from a lewd courfe 
of life. ‘The lues vencrea, it is generally fuppofed, wasnot known 


till about three centuries ago. ; 
13 Shall be cleax.| ic» He may converfe with other men, and 


come near the tabernacle to perform religious duties. 
24. Lie with ber at all, &c.] Signifying unawares, for it was 
death to ‘both man and woman who did it knowingly, chap. 


xx. 18- 
31 Wen 


67 This isthe law of kprefy.] i.e. The conclufion of the law of 
leprofy. There is no repetition of that law in Deuteronomy, only a 
general memorandum, ‘* ‘Fake heed in the plague of leprofy,”’ 
Deis xxiv. 8- 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XIV. 

An inftructive leffon is afforded us by the ceremonies ufed by the 
prieft refpeéting the cure of the leprofy; which is, that though 
it isour duty to make ufe of all proper means for the recovery of 
health, yet we arenot to truftin them: and the malignant nature 
of the leprof points out, how odious fin is in the fight of Gud. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. i 
1 And the Lord fake uxta MoZ:, &c.] Here Mofes and Aaron are 


g 





High prieft entering the holy placee LEVITICUS. Sin offering for himfelf, €8c. 





Before nefs, when they defile my tabernacle that zs among | ro But the goat on which the lot fell to be tie oe 
CHRIST bom. i fcapegoat, fhall be prefented alive before the Lorn, rc. 


pies 32 This zs the law of him that hath an iffue, and jto make an atonement with him, and to let him go 


mm whole feed th from him, and is defiled; for a fcapegoat into the wildernefs. 
eee ne ICES 11 G& And Aaron fhall bring the bullock of the fin 
33 And of her that is fick of her flowers, and of him J} offering, which és for himfelf, and fhall makean atone~ 
that hath an iffue, of the man, and of the woman,#} ment for himfelf, and for his houfe, and fhall kill the 


2 im that lieth with her that is unclean. bullock of the fin offering which 7s for himfelf: 
she of ina Baer : 12 And he fhall take a coater full of burning coals 
CHAP XVI of fire from of the altar before the Lorn, and his 


hands full of fwect incenfe beaten finall, and bring 


. . . ; zé within the veil: 
: aie thevtoe for henlesf we oe ae os 13 And he fhall puttheincenfe u on the fire be- 
The feapegoat. 29 The yearly feaft of the expiations. fore the Penny, that the cloud of the anpente: may 
cover the mercy feat that zs upon the teftimony, that 
& ‘ to Mofes after the death] } he die not: 

Nee oe ce they offered be- 14 And he fhal] take of the blood of the bullock, 
fore the Lorn, and died; and [prinkle z with his finger upon the mercy feat 
z And the Loxp faid unto Mofes, Speak unto! feaflward; and before the mercy feat fall he fprinkle 

Aaron thy brother, that he come not atall times into}{ of the blood: with his finger feven times. ; 
the holy place within the veil before the mercy feat, 45 { Then fhall he kill the goat of the fin offer- 
which zs upon the ark; that he die not: forI willffing, that zs for the people, and bring his blood 
appear in the cloud upon the mercy (eat. within the veil, and do with that blood as he did 
3 Thus fhall Aaron come into the holy place: with }] with the blood of the bullock, and fprinkle it upou 


; bullock for a fin offering, and a ram for aj} the mercy feat, and before the mercy feat: 
bina Chena i aye , 16 And he fhall make an atonement for the holy 


4 He fhall put on the holy linen coat, and he fhall]| place, becaufe of the uncleannefs of the children of 
have the linen breeches upon his flefh, and fhall be‘{} Irael, and becaufe of their tranfgreMfions in all their 
girded with a linen girdle, and with the linen mitre} fins: and fo fhall he do for the tabernacle of the 
fhaii he be attired: thefe are holy garments; therefore} Congregation, that remaincth among them inthe 
fhall he wath his flefh in water, and fo put them on. ]} midit of their uncleanncis, ; 

5 And he fhall take of the congregation of the 17 And there fhall be no man in the tabernacle 
children of Ifrael two kids of the goats for a fin}Jof the congregation when he gocth in to make an 
offering, and one ram fora burnt offering. atonement in the holy place, until he come out, and 

6 And Aaron fhall offer his bullock of the fin of-]Jhave made an atonement for himfelf, and for his 
fering, which is for himfelf, and make an atonement || houshold, and for all the congregation of Ifrael. 
for himfelf, and for his houfe. 18 And he fhall go out uftto the altar.that zs be- 


7 And he fhall take the two goats, and prefent|| fore the Lorp, and make an atonement for it; and 


them before the Lorn a¢ the door of the tabernacle |] fhall take of the blood of the bullock, and of the 
of the congregation. . }} blood of the goat, and put it upon the horns of the 


8 And Aaron fhall caft lots upon the two goats; one }f altar round about. as 
lot for the Lorn, and the other lot fora {capegoat. 19 And he fhall fprinkle of the blood upon it with 
g And Aaron fhall bring the goat upon which the |] his finger feven times, and cleanfe it, and hallow it 


Loxp’s lot fell, and offer him for a fin offering. from the uncleannefs of the children of Ifrael. 

ZH 20 And 
ere 
offering his facrifices for himfelf and family; a bullock for a fia- 
offering, and a ram for a burnt offering. 

4 He feall put on the holy linen coat, &c.} Becaufe this was a day of 
general fepentance and humiliation for fin, the high-prieft, in token 
thereof, was-to wear thofe linen clothes only which he wore in com- 
mon with the inferior prictts, : 

6 Fer his hu.) i.e. For all the priefts. 

8 Fora feapegoat.] The meaning of the Hebrew word hazaze! 
has much puzzled many commentators. The mott probable opinion. 
is, that this goat was fymbolically charged with the fins of the whole 
nation, and therefore being unworthy to be offered to the Lord, or 
to be admitred into the reft of the flock, was to he fent away to 
Hazazel, the foul fpirit, dwelling in the wildernefs; fignifying, 
thercby the total oblivion or remiftion of their fins. Defarts and 
uninhabited places are reprefented in feripture as the peculiar refi- 
dences of dzmons and impure fpirits. See Mare. iv. 1. and xii. 43- 
Luke viii. 20. 

9 Let fell, &c.} This is in Hebrew, Afcended, or went up; alluding 
to the lots being taken out of the urn or veflel. 

12 dud bring it within the veil.] i, e. Within the holy of holies, 
which was feparated by a veil from the holy place. This appears 
to have been the firft time of Aaron’s entering into this place. 

13 He foal put the incenfe upon the fire, &c.}] Thus he was ordered, 
at his entrance, to caft incenfe onthe burning coals; by which che 
holy place was filled with a cloud of fmoke, preventing him from 
Seeing the atk, Ieft he fhould have been overpowered by the reful- 
gence iffuing from thence. . 

14 Aud he foall take of the bleed, &c-] "To perform which he was 
obliged to come without the veil. : 

15 Then frall be hill, &e.} Vhis was upon the third time of his 
entering the holy of holies upon this day. 

16 Lhe foall muke.an atonement for the aly placey &¢.) As an ace 
knowledgment that this place was, through the fins of the pait 
year, rendered an unworthy dwelling for the divine prefence. 

17 There fall be no man in ibe tabernacle of the cougregation, &c.} 
In like manner our gofpe! high-prieft Chritt Jefus, “his own felt 
bare our fins in his body on the tree ;”” he « trod the wine-prefs 
alone, and of the people there were none with him.” 
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31 Wher they defile my tabernacle that is among them.| Hence it is 
plain, that thete laws were inftituted to imprefs the minds of that 
carnal people with a refpect and veneration for the worfhip of God. 
if, then, fuch kind of natural and unavoidable pollutions as were 
their affliction, and not their fin, rendercd them unfit for commu-- 
nion either with God or man; how thankful ought we to be for 
our privileges, under the Chriftian difpenfation, that we are not 
fubject to thefe carnal ordinances, and that nothing but fin can now 
defile us! 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XV. 


Seeing that all impurities among the Ifraclites were to be purged 
away, and an atonement made for chem by many ceremonics un- 
der the law, fo Chrittians are not to expect pardon and forgive- 
nefs of their fins, unlefs they come to the throne of grace as true 
penitents. By the prieft performing all thefe ceremonies, is 
pointed out to us Jefus Chrift, our more excellent high-pricf, 
who having offered up himfelf as a facrifice for our fins, is now 
fer down at the right hand of God, and become a moft powerful 
advocate and interceffor for us. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


1 Aud the Lord fpake unto Mifes after the death of the tavo fans of 
Aaron, &c.] "This chapter fhould have immediately fucceeded the 
tenth, where the death of thefe two perfons is related; but it is 
placed here, as it gave occafion to declare the preceding laws con= 
cerning thofe uncleanneiles that rendered an Ifraelite incapable of 
approw’.hing the fanc:vary. ; 

2 Chat be come vot at all times, &c.| Except the high-prieft none 
was permitted to enter inthe holy place within the veil, generally 
called the moft holy place, and even he only once a year, which 
was on the day of general expiaticn or atonement. 

‘Fer Lill appear i: the choad upon the mercy feat} Thisis to be un- 
derftood of the incenfe which the high prieft burnt, when he en- 
tered into the moft holy place, the mercy feat being at that time 
covered with this cloud. 

3 With a young inllak for a fir ofering, &c.j Lefore the high-prieft 
thus entcred itito the molt holy place, he was to prepare himfelf, by 


$ 
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The folemn day of atonement. 


Before 


CHRIST. 
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20 1 And when he hath madean end of reconcil- 
ing the holy place, and the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, and the altar, he fhall bring the live goat : 

21 And Aaron fhall lay both his hands upon the 
head of the live goat, and confefs over him all the 
iniquities of the children of [frac], and all their tranf- 
greffions in all their fins, putting them uponthe head 


of the goat, and fhall fend Avm away by the hand of 


a fit man into the wildernefs : 

22 And the goat fhall bear upon him all their ini- 
quities unto a land not inhabited: and he fhall let go 
the goat in the wildernefs. . 

23 And Agron fhall come into the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and fhal! put off .the linen gar~ 
ments, which he put on when he went into the holy- 
place, and fhall leave them there :' : ; 


24 And he fhall walhvhis flefh with water in the 


holy place, and put on his garments, and come forth, F 


and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offering 


of the people, and make ah atonement for himfelf; 


and for the people. 


25 And: the fat of the fin offering fhall he burn} : ‘ 
Ags EE A ND the Loxp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 


upon the altar. 


26 And he that let.go the goat for the fcapegoat [ 
in ‘water, [ 


fhall wafh his ‘clothes, and:bathe his fleth 
and afterward come into the.camp. - : ina 

27 And the bullock for the fin offering, and: the 
goat for thé fin offering, whofe blood was brought in 
to make atonement in the holy place, ‘fhall ont carry: 
forth without the camp; and they fhall burn in the 
fire their fkins, and their flefh, and their dung: 


28 And he that burneth them fhali wath his clothes,‘ 


and bathe his fleth in water, and afterward he 


fha}l 


come into the camp. Beans, Mastek mot 

2g @ And his fhall be a ftatute for ever unto you: 
that in the feventh month, on the tenth day'of the 
month, ye fhall affli& your fouls, and do‘no work at 
all, whether it be one of your own country, or a firan~ 


ger that fojourneth among your . :.: .- Pt 
30 For on that day fhall the pricff make an atone- 
ment for you, to cléanfe you, that ye. may be clean 
from all your fins before the Lorp. - “ 
: sae : , z ’ ee . Al eo 
21 And confefi over him] We'do not find that God preferibed any. 
particular form of confeffion at this time ; though in the latter ages 
the Jewith church had a mode of confeflion which is tranfmitted to 
us by tradition.- : ; = : 


fences committed through ignorance or miftake, and not deliberately; 
by iniquities, fuch as were committed deliberately, againt the ‘ne- 
gative precepts; and by tratffgreffions, thofe fins which were com- 
mitced againft the.pofitive injunctions. . —-.- RAS ce lacey 
Putting them upin the head of the grat, &c.] Thus it was that the 
fins of the world were laid upon our Saviour, [/aiah Vii. 6. 1 Pes. ii. 
24. The true fenfe of Chrift’s dying for us, is, that the punifhment 
of our fins were transferred upon him, in the fame manner as the 
punifhment due to the fins of the Ifraelites were transferred to the 
oat. : Be Lhe, SN ec 
£ 22 Bear upon him all their inigaitics unto a land not inhabited, &.J 
Which wasa fymbolical reprefentation, that by faith and repentance, 
they might.obtain pardon for all their fins. i. o 
24. Hr feall wafp bit fifo with water] | Thus as Chrift’s entering 
into the wildernefs on the day of atonement was typified by the cere- 
mony of the {capegoat ; his baptifm on the fame day wasprefigured 
by the legal ceremony of Aaron's walhing his body an the say anne 
Paton his garenentty &¢.} i. &. Hisordinary clothes, and not his pon- 
tificals, which he never wore: but when he went into the fan@uary. 


29 For ever} Signifying fo long as the Jewith difpenfation fhall | 


Jait ; and till the type fhall be fuperfeded by the antitype. | 

The fecenth monib, &c.] Which was called 'Tifrt, anfwering to 
our September ; as the facred year commenced with the month Abib, 
which anfwered to our March. : 

30 That ye may be clean from all your fins, Sc.) Certainly the fins 
which are meant in this paffage could only be fuch as had facrifices 
provided for them. Violations of the great duties of the moral Jaw, 
fach as murder, adultery, idolatry, &c. were punifhed with death. 

32 And the pricft avbom be foall ancint, and wham he foall coufecrates 
&c.] Ie would be better rendered, And the prieft, who thall be 
anointed, and who fhall be confecrated. * 

To make an atonement—onee a year, &c.) It is faid that the ce- 
remonies ufed by the modern Jews on the day of expiation are great- 
ly different from thoie of the ancients. “Whey prepare themfelves for 
this day of bumiliation by prayer; which done, they repair to their 
burial place, beg pardon for their fins, in confideration of the merit 
of the faints there interred and then plunge themfelves inro the 


No. 10. 


AP. XVII. Blood of beafts muft be offered to the Lord. - 


gt fhall be a fabbath of reft unto you, and ye, Before 
fhall affi@ your fouls, by a ftatute for en ea 


32 Andthe prieft, whomhe fhall anoint, and whom 
he fhall confecrate to minifter in the priefts office in 
his father’s ftead, fhall make the atonement, and fhall 
put on the linen clothes, even the holy garments: 

33 And he fhall make an atonement for the holy 
fanétuary, and he fhall make an atonement for the 
tabernacle of the congregation, and for the altar, 
and he fhall make an atonement for the priefts, and 
for all the people of the congregation. 

34 And this fhall be an everlafting ftatute unto you, 
to make an atonement for the children of Ifracl for 
alltheir fins onceayear. And he did as the Lora 


|commanded Molfes. 


CHAP. XVIL 


1 The blood of all flain beafts muft be offered to the Lord 

' at the door of the tabernacle, and no facrifices made to’ 
devils: “10 All cating of blood is forbidden, 15 and 
of that which dieth: of ttfelf, or is torn. se 


} 2 Speak. unto Aaron, and unto his fons, and 
unto all the children of Iirae), and fay unto them; 
This: zs the thing which the Lorp hath commanded, 
faying, : dash : : 

3 What man foever there Se of the houfe of Ifrael, 
that.killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or 
that killeth z¢-out of.the;camp, ; 

4 And. bringeth it not unto the door of the taber~ 
nacle of the congregation, to offer an offering unto 
the Lorn before the tabernacle ofthe Lorn; blood 
fhall be imputed unto that man; he hath fhed blood; 
and that,man.fhall be cut off from among his peo- 
ple: oer 
5 Tothe end that the children of Ifracl may bring 
their facrifices,which they offer in the openfield,even 
that they may bring them unto the Lerop, unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, unto the 
prieft, and offer them for peace offerings unto the 


Lorp. , ae 1 

bps Monk ae) Aa a. 6 And 
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water, tocomplete the ablution. In the evening the folemnity begins, 
when they’ repairto the fynagogue, finging and carrying a wax taper 
lighted ; the women light up candles in their houfes, and draw omens 
from them ; if they burn clear, they fuppofe their fins are pardoned ; 


All the iniguitiertranferdffions—fitt, &e.] ‘By fins are fignified of- }f if dull, they are tormented with f{cruples: and if the tallow or wax 


runs, ‘they dread the divine vengeance. The next day they go to 
the fynagogue again, and in along prayer declare, that all the oaths 
and promifes$ nor having. been performed within the year, are Void, 
fince atonement has been made for fin. Thus the folemnity concludes, 
when the rabbi, with uplifted hands, givesa benedidiion to the pee- 
ple, who, ini token of ‘refpeét, put their hands before their eyes, and 


| cover their faces. They then found an horn in commemoration of 
‘the jubilee, and every one departs home; fully perfuaded his fins are 


forgiven him. When they are come to their refpective dwellings, 
they drefs themfelves in clean white clothes, fit-down at table, and 
break their fafts, having till ten entirely abftained from cating and 
drinking. -- 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 


This chaptef direAs our eye to the following important truths : that 


Chrift, by the facrifice of himfelf, ‘has made an atonement for the 
fins of all thofe who believe and obey his gofpel. That the priclts 
offered facrifices for their own fins; buc Chrift, when offered up’ 
on the crofs, was a lamb without fpot: he knew no fin, though 
_ made fin for us: that the high prieft ruft once a year go into the 
holy place :_ but Chritt, by his death, has opened heaven to all be- 
lieveis. And fince the blood of thefe facrifices could not take away 
fin, but were only fhadows of good things to come, let us blefs 
God for Jefus Chiift, the great antitype, whofe blood cleanfah 


from al} fin. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIL 

3 What man fiever there be of the houfe of Tfvael, that killeth an oxyar 
lamb, &c.] Notwithilanding the ox or lamb was killed for food, as 
well as ifit had been for facrifice ; for thefe animals, flain by an Ifra- 
elite for fgmily ufe, were firlt ofall prefented to God by way of peace 
offering; the blood was poured out ar the bottom of the altar, and 
the fat burnt thereon; this law however was reftrained only to beats 
that were facrificed, after they camie into the Jand of Canaan. 

4 Blod foall be imputed unto that matty &c.} i. e. He was to fuffer for, 


fach offence as a mutderer who had fpilt innocent blood: fuch was- 


the rigour of the laws againit idolatry. 
-M , 9 And 
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Eating of blood forbidden, LEVITICUS. Unlawful marriages. 
Before 6 And the Siieil fhall fprinkle the blood upon the 3 After the doings of the land of Egypt, wherein Before 
vidoe lear of the orp at the door of the tabernacle of |} ye dwelt, fhall ye not do: and after the doings Of ays 

the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, fhall ye 


“No foul of you fhall eat blood, neither fhall any 


r 


the congregation, and burn the fat for a fweer fa- 
vour unto the Lorn. : 

And they fhall no more offer their facrifices 
unto devils, after whom they have gone a whoring. 
This fhall be a fatute for ever unto them through- 
out their. generations. 

8 And thou fhalt fay unto them, Whatfoever man 
there 6¢ of the houfe of Ifrael, or of. the ftrangers 
which fojourn.among you, that offereth a burnt of- 
fering or facrifice, ‘ bone 

And bringeth: it not unto the doar of the ta-f 
bernacle of. the congregation, to offer.it unto the 
Lorb; even that man fhall be cut off from-among. 
his people. ; 

10 WZ And whatfoever man thete be of the houfe of f 
Hrael, or of the ftrangers. that fojourn among you, F 
that eateth any manner of blood; Iwill. even fet 
my face againit that foul that eateth blood, and 
will cut him off from among.his peaple.. - d 

41 For the life of the Hefh 2s in the blood: and I 
have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonc- f 
ment for your fouls: ‘for it Zs'the blood zkaé maketh 
an atonement for the foul. ee ae arg 

1% Vherefore I faid unto: the children “6f Ifrael, 































not do: neither fhall ye walk in their ordinances. 

4 Ye fhall do my judgments, and keep my ordi- 
nances, to walk therein: I am the Lory your God. 

5 Ye fhall therefore keep my ftatutes, and my 
judgments: which if a man do, he fhall live in them: 
I am the Lorn. 

6 @.None of you fhall approach to any that is 
near of kin to him, to uncover éheir nakednefs: lem 
the Lorn, 

7 The nakednefs of thy father, or the nakednefs 
}of thy mother, fhalt thou not uncover: fhe zs thy 
mother: thou fhalt not uncever her nakednefs. ~ 
| 8 The nakednefs of thy father’s wife fhaltthou not 
Funcover: it.zs.thy father’s nakednefs. . : 
|, 9 The nakednefs of thy fifter, the daughter of thy 
‘father, or daughter of thy mother, whether fhe be born 
tat home, or born abroad, even their nakednefs thou 
'Efhale not uncover. 

10 The nakednefs: of thy fon’s daughter, or of thy 
‘daughter’s daughter, even their nakcednefs thou fhalt 
-BoL uncover: for their’s zs thine own nakednefs. 

11 The nakednefs of thy father’s wife’s daughter, 
begotten of thy father, ‘Me zs thy fifter, thou’ fhalt 
not uncover her.nakednefs.- 

‘12 Thou. fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of 
thy father’s fifter: fhe %s thy father’s near kinf- 
woman. Sia oken gs : Ds 

13 ‘Phou thal not uncover the nakednefs of thy 
mother’s fier: for :fhe zs thy mother’s near kin{- 
woman. 

14 Thou fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of thy 
father’s brother, thou fhalt not approach to bis wife: 
fhe. is thine aunt. —: 3 

- 15 Thou fhale not uncover the hakednefs of thy 
daughter in law: fhe is thy fon’s wife: thou fhale 
not uncover her nakednels.: : - 

16 Thou ‘fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of thy 
brother’s wife: it 7s thy brother’s nakednefs. + 

17 Thou fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of a 
woman and her daughter, neither fhalt thou take 
her fon’s daughter, or her daughter's daughter, to 
uncover her'nakednels; for they are her near kinf- 
women: g.witkednels.,. . 

18 Neither fhalt thou take a wife to her filter, to 
vex her, to‘uncover her nakednefs, befide the other 
Hong Vile digg 
19° -Alfo thou fhalt not approach unta a woman 
fgto uncover. her nakednefs; as'long as fhe'is put apart 


ftranger that fojourneth among you éat blood. ° 
* 3g And whatfoever man there be of the children of 
Ifrael, or of the ftrangers that fojourn among you, 
which hunteth and catcheth any beaft ‘or fowl] that 
may be eaten; he fhall even pour’ out the blood 
thereof, and cover it with duft. Ss > 
14 For 7 zs'the life of all-flefh; the blood of it zs 
for the life thercof: therefore I faid‘unto-the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, Ye fhall eat the blood of no manner 
of flefh :. for the life of all flefh zs the blood thereof: 
whofoeever ‘eateth it Mnall be cut'off. | : : 
15 “And every foul that cateth that which died 
of itfelf, or that which was torn: with beafts; whether 
zt Ze one of your own country, or'a ttranger, he 
fhall both wafh his clothes, and bathe himfelf in 
water, and be uncican until the even: then fhall le 
be clean. — Be 8 Se a ont ity ca a 
16 But if he wath ¢hem not, nor bathe his fléfh ; 
then fhall he bear his iniquity. ates 
.. CC H A -P. AVIV 2 
1 The Lfraelites muft not follow the practices of Eg rot 
and Canaan, but the ordinances of God. 6 Unlawful 
\ marriages, 19 Unlawful lufiss 0. 
-A, N D the Lorn I[pake unto Mofes, faying, _ Ffor het uncleannefs. ' 
£ XK 2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay.ff “.20°;Moreover thou fhalt not lie carnally with thy 
unto them, Iam the Lorp your God. - : + [eneighbour’s wife, to defile thyfelf with her. 
‘i : oe arth = 21 And 


ners; it'was therefore to be treated With reverence, and vovered out 
of fight, left any.beaft thould lick i¢ up, or left idolatry-(as was their 
caftom) fhould render it fubfervient to fuperftitious purpofes. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVIL 


b Seeing the Jews were to worfhip'none but the Lord Jehovah : nei- 
ther dre we to introduce any thing of a carnal nature into his 
worfhip or ordinances. We have. abundant reafon to blefs God 


in > a mera ARR 
7 aud they foall na more cffer their facrifices-unto devils, &e.} The EF Becaufe it was facred, being a ranfom for the forfeitéd lives of fin- 


word in Hebrew properly fignifies a goat, and denotes thoft idols f 
which wert worlhipped-under the fymbol of a goat; a f{pecies of 
idolatry to which the Ifraelites were greatly addi@ed while in 
Egypt, and which fome of them. retained in.the wildernefs, The 

abians worthipped daemons wnder the figure of goats, imagining ff 
them to apipear in that form, whence.they called them /eguirin, that 
is, rough or rugged,” like hairy goats. This cuftdin being almoft |}. 
univerfal, gave occafion to this injun@tion. . Af } 

10 Or of the fraugers (bat fojouin among you] We are to underftand F-] that we enjoy the gofpel in its parity, without being burdened 
: with fo many ceremonies, : : 


by ftrangers, profelytes or converts from paganifm. ° The feripture ff. 
mentions three forts of ftrangers ; profeffed idolaters, who were not EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVUI. 
5 Which if a man do, he foall live in them] Both the Chaldee and 


permitted to dwell in the land of Ifrael; thofe who did not practife }4 

idolatry, but yielded to fomée of the chief grounds of true religion, Jf’ 

and were permitted to dwell in the gates or cities of Ifracl; from |}: Arabic render it, He shail live by them to life eternal. | But man, 
whence they were called profelytes of the gate; and-laftly, pagan }{ by origina! fin, is deprived of the power of attaining: perfect obe- 
converts, who were bound to obferve all the laws equally with the | | dience; this then muft be underftood of the difciplinary and exter- 
Jews: thefe are the ftrangers mentioned in this chapter, who were |} nal obfervance of the law, which hath moreover its temporary re- 
ufually denominated profelytes of righteoufnefs. ; | ward. : ; . 

f will even fet my face againft that foul, &c.] This expreffion is} / am the Lord] -¥t is in the Hebrew, Iam Jehovah, who keep 
never made ufe of concerning any other fins but thofe of idolatry |} my covenant and fulfil my promifes; therefore he who keeps my 
and eating of blood. oe laws fhall furely live. 

us For the life-of the flefd is in the blort, &c.] That is, the life of } 6 None of you foall approach to any thar is near of Rin, &c.] AN 
the beaft confilling in the blood, I have ordained it to expiate your ff thcfe laws relate to the feventh commandment; and as they are 
fin, that by its death in your fiead, your life may be preferved. 'f agreeable to nature and right reafon, ara withont doubt obligations 

13 He fall even pour out the bloud thereof, aud cover it cvith duff} YY on as as under the gofpel. si 

21 Be 





“Unlawful lufts. 





CHAP 





~ MIX. ~ A repetition 





of fundry laws. 


rr Nn re pepenrenrsy= 


‘6 ind ifye offer a facrificeof peace offerings-unto _ Before 


2t And thou fhalt not jet any of thy feed pafs 


‘through the fireto Molech, neither {halt thou profane 


the name of thy God: I am the Lop. 

22 Thou fhale not lie with mankind, as with wo- 
mankind: it zs abomination. / 

23 Neither fhalt thou lie with any bealt to defile 
thyfelf therewith : neither fhall any woman ftand be-| 
fore a beaft to lie down thereto: it zs confufion. 

24 Defile not ye yourfelves in any of thefe things: 


for in all thefe the nations are defiled which I caft]: 


out before you : 


25 And the land is defiled : therefore I do vifit the} 


iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itfelf vomiteth 
out her inhabitants. ‘ 


26 Ye fhall thercfore keep my ftatutes and my |}: 
judgments, and fhall not commit any of thefe abomi-/: 
mations; either any of your own nation, nor any, 


ftranger that fojourneth among you : 


27 (For all thefe abominations have the men of ff. ! 
$4 lic. one to another... 


the land done, which were before you, and the land 


is defiled ;) / 
28 That the land fpue not you outalfo, when ye! 


defile it, as it fpued out the nations that were be- 


fore you. . ; 
29 For whofoever fhall commit any of thefe abo- 
minations, even the fouls that commit them fhall be 
cut off from among their people. . 
30 Therefore fhall ye keep mine ordinance, that} 


ye commit not any one of thefe abominable cuftoms, If 
which were committed before you, and that ye defilei# 


not yourfelves therein: I am the Lorp your God. } 
CHAP. XIX. a 
A repetition of fundry laws. 

‘ND the Lorp {pake unto Mofes, faying, || .: 
2 Speak unto all the congregation of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and fay unto them, Ye fhal! be holy :; 
for I the Lorp your God am holy. PR Polis 
3 Ye fhallfear every man his mother,and his father, | 
and keep my fabbaths : I. em.the Loan your God: 
4 Turmye not-unto idols,-nor maketo yourfelves! 

molten gods; I am the Lord your God. * 
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21 Thon foalt.nct let. any of thy. ferd pafi throregh the fixe 14 Malech,\f' 
&c.] This Molech whofe name fignifies,A prinee, -was.the, tutelary! i 


deity of the Ammonites ; and was peculiarly, or -by way.ofeminenee,| 
applied to,the fun, the’ prince of the heavenly bodigs. __ "The mannerl 
in which the pagans dedicated their children to this idol was two-*t 
fold, either by making them pafs through the fire, or by offering them} 
to him ia facrifice. The ceremony of paffing rhrongh the'fite was aj 
rite of initiation, whereby the parents confecrated their children to} 
this deity and the Hebrew ‘word ‘rendered ** to nak 

which fignifies, To go over ‘to aniy’party, fhews thar~thit is ‘thef 


meaning of this’ fentence.’ "Whether: this rite’ Was performed byqy 


waving a child'in the flames; whether they palfed between two fites, # 
which were’kindled at a {mail diftance from each other, agreeable tof 
the rite-of the ancient Druids, ‘or dasiced through the fire; yet that} 
the children were not, in this rite, facrificed, is.evident from 2 Kiugs{ 
xvi: 3. where Ahaz is afferted to have ‘made his fon pafs through the j 
fire ; who was fo far from being deftroyed in this ceremony, that we § 
find his fon named Hezekiah not only furviving. this rite, bur like- 
wife outliving ‘his father, and fucceeding him im the throne. 4 
- 23 Neither fhal;.thon lie with any. beaft, &c.| Which mot unnatural 
crime was not-only practifed among che Egyptians, bot likewife¥ 
deemed a facred rite of mete appears from:Strabo, &c.: ; 
25 The land itfelf womiterh out ber inhabitants.) A figurative fpeech 
aaken from an overcharged ftomachy which loaths thefood it-cannor} 


digelt: it defcribes the .heinoufnelsof finin a modt expreffive manntr. ; iY 
WE ay. Thou foalt wot. hate rhy trether.in thm hearty 


_ GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVUI." | 
‘We may obferve, in this chapter, the horrid crimes of uncleanncfs. 





inso which the Canaanites had been drawn ; and in order to pre-- 


vent the Ifraclites from falling into the fame, God gave them laws. 








concerning marriages. Hence'we fhould leam to fhun unclean-:f, 


nefs, and avoid what is contrary to thé Jaws of Mofes and of ‘the’ 


{pel, which fo exprefsly enjoin purity and chaftity. Obferve alfo: 
at God here 'moft pofitively declares; that the crimes committed: {f ,, 
by the inhabitants of 2 country, defile that country, and bring py’ 
down the curfe of God upon it, when they betome frequent, and-}} 


no ftop is put to the committing them. 


“EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIX. 


3 Ye feall fear, &c.] i.e, Ye fhall reverence, or honor. : 
4 dure yenet unto ids, &e.], The Hebrew word chim, tvanflated } 


"© idols,” carries with it the fecondary idea of vain things, or things 4] 


of no valuy. 


ifs through,” 44 


the Lox», ye fhall-offer it at your, own will. 

6 It fhall.be eaten the fame day ye offer it, and 
onthe morrow: and if aught remain until the third 
day, it thall be burnt in the fire. 

|. 7 And if it be eaten at all on the third day,.it 7s 

abominable 3. it fhall not be accepted. ‘ , 
]. 8 Vherefore every one that eateth it fhall bear his 
| iniquity, becaufe he hath profaned the hallowed 
thing of the Lorn: and that foul fhall be cut off 
{from :mong his people. : oe a 
g And when ye reap the harveft of your land, thou 
4 fhalt not wholly reap the corners of thy field, neither 
fhalt thou gather the gleanings.of thy harveit. 

. 10 And thou fhalt not glean thy vineyard, neither 
Shalt thoy, gather every grape of thy vineyard; thou 
fhalt leave them, for the poor and ftranger ;.1 am the 
fLorp your God. 8 
yo. 42 Ye fhall not fteal, neither deal falfely, neither 


.12.And. ye fhall not {wear by my name falfely, 


qqneither fhalt thou profane thename of thy Gad: I am 


the Lown. : oy Coe 2 

: 43.Thoy fhalt nat defraud thy neighbour, neither 
sobhim: the wages.of him that is hired fhall not a- 
q bide with thee afi night nntilthe morning. 


@ 44 Thou thajt-not curfe:the.deaf, nor puta ftum- 
bling blogk before the blind, but fhalt fear thy God: 
Vompbe bons... akties ee 

15.Ye: fhall: do no unrighteouf{nefs in judgment: 
thou .thalt not.refpeé .the perfon, of the’ poor, nor 
honour the perfon of the mighty :. dyt in-righteouf- 

q@nefs fhalt thou’ judge thy neighbour. ee Y 

. 36 Thon. thalt not go.up and dewn as-a talebearer 

ramong thy. people : neither fhalt thou ftand. againit 
the blood of thy neighbour :;I am the Lorn. 

17 Thou fhalt not hate thy brother in thineheart: 

q thou halt in any. wife rebuke thy neighbour, and not 

Jfuffer fin upondbim. . . . Rcegeah pwede bs 

ip. -18 Thou fhalt-mot ‘avenge, nor beat any-igrudge 

againgt the childreniof thy people, bat thou thalt love 

dthy seighboui'as thy felt Tam the Lowes. 
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4.9 Thou Salt. noe whally reap the corners of thy field, &c,} :Jt appears 
‘from.this prectpt ‘thatthe Jewish Jaws were founded.on mercy and 
charity 3 and gives us an high idea of the benevolence of the.Mofaic 
8) Ist 2 Pe yoall vor Peal, &e.] : Refertp Exod.-xx. 15. By. dealing 
4 Aalfely, is meant she.deaying any shihg depofited ;-and by lying, not 
H only all falfelood, but clpecially-aliat fpecies bywwhich any one was 
HW deprived ofthis property, &e. 2. ‘ he 
a. 13 The apages uf big that is hired, fooll-not abide with thee all night, 
&c.} . From xhis-it. appears. they were-on no account to refufe the 
“wages of a labouring perfons when he required them > for as thefe 
vere gencrally che Sole means, of bis-fublittence, the detaining them 
H was the greare cruelty and opprefipn. . ‘The excellenie of the. Mo~ 
faic Jaw is therefore manifedted. an ehis. mercifal provifion for the 
a poor.and induftrious. : fame ot 
_ dep Lbgufhaltnog curfe the deaf, &e.] To calumniate or curfe a 
one, is-unlawful: andrepugnent to the lawsof humanity. ;-but to. curle 
the deaf; who,was incapable of vindicating himf¢lf, carried with it 
the highelt degree of. barbarity,.and: indicated a -bafe and fordid 
Minds,  -iesr . ye OL 
. BG Thou fealt aot gosip and downasia talebearer, &a.} Becaufe fuch 
prattice is uncharigable, and odiénst6God and man :-it is alfo con- 
Srary to the precepit:of-our blefiedSavionr, which.cajoins us firft to 
Aaakc the beam-.outiof ourowa icye, before ‘we fee, i.e. expofe the 
wmote in our-brother’s-eye. . Matt. vii.'s, jag : 
Borb hatred and 


-| malice are-diabolical, To-beangry. upon fome occafions, however, 
il isteafonable. ‘That precept of the apsitle is moft jult, «* Be angry, 
aad fin not.:’ Qurbisfied Saviour has det this precept-in_a, beautiful 
Wdight, Mas. Kyiii. rg. 2 : : , 

Rebuke thy neighbour, aud not fuffer finupos him} Thegreateft kind- 
if nefs we can fhew isto ceprove rhe offender, and to Teclaim thofe 
who are fallen intoan‘errar, by bringing them back into the ‘right 


oP 











» iB Thow foalt aot evenge.] Revenge is asodious.and deteftable a 
crime as a mancan well cemmit, ond was prohibited both by thelaw 
4 of Mofes, and that of our bieffed Redeemer. 
|. Bat then foals love thy neighbour as thyfelf\ 


||] would be done by. ; 5 
Lam the Lord.) i. e. The-creator of all men, and who has com- 


manded them to love one another, and to whom alone vengeance 
belongs, and who expetts obedience to his laws. 
3 


i- e.-Do to himas you 
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CHRIST 


1490. 








A repetition . L EVI Fr ICUS. of fundry laws, 





. Before 
CHRIST 


34d. 


go Ye fhall keep my fabbaths, and reverence m 
fan@tuary: I am the Loxn. 

gt Regard not them that have familiar fpirits, nei- 
ther feck after wizards, to be defiled by them: I am 
the Lorp your God, : 

32 Thou fhalt rife up before the hoary head, and 
honour the face of the old man, and fear thy God: 
lam the Lorn. 

33 Andifa ftranger fojourn with thee in yourland, 
ye flralf not vex him. 

34 But the ftranger that dwelleth with you fhall be 
unto you as one born among you, and thou fhaltlove 
him as thyfelf; for ye were ftrangers in the land of 
Egypt: I amthe Lorn your God. 

’ 35 Ye fhall do no unrighteou fnefs in judgment, in 
meteyard, in weight, or in meafure. 

36 Juft balances, juft weights, a juft ephah, anda 
juit hin, fhall ye have: I am the Lorp your God, 
which brought you out of the land of Egypt. 

37 Therefore fhall ye obferve all my ftatutes, and 
all my judgments, and do them =: I am the Lorn. 















































19 Ye fhall keep my ftatutes. Thou fhalt not let 
thy cattle gender witha diverfe kind: thou fhalt not 
fow thy field with mingled feed : neither fhall a gar- 
ment mingled of linen and woollen come upon 
thee. 

zo And whofoever lieth carnally with a woman, 
that zs a bondmaid, betrothed to an hufband, and not 
at all redeemed, nor freedom given her; fhe fhall be 
fcourged; they fhall not be put to death, becaufe fhe 
was not free. , 

at And he fhall bring his trefpafs offering unto 
‘the Lorp, unto the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation, even a ram fora trefpafs offering. _ 

22 And the priefts fhall make am atonement for 
him with the ram of the trefpafs offering before the 
Lorp for his fin which -he hath done: and the fin 
which he hath done fhall be forgiven him. : 

23 And when ye fhall come into the land, and fhall } 
have planted all manner of trees for food,then ye fhall 
countthe fruitasuncircumcifed: threeyears fhall it be 
as uncircumcifed unto you ; it fhall not be eaten of. 

24 Butin the fourth year all the fruic thereof fhall CHAP. Xx. 


be holy to praife the Lorp withal. : J : . 
2g And i the fifth year, fhatl ye eat of the fruit} ] 2 Of him that giveth of his feed to Molech. 4 Of him 
thereof, that it may yield unto you the increafe. that favoureth fuch an one. 6 OF going to wizards. 7 
thereof: I am the Lorp your God. a. Of fanitification. -g Of him thatcurfeth his parents. 
26 Ye fall nor eat an} thing with the blood: nei- 10 Of adultery, 11,14, 17, 1.9 Of inceft. 13 O 
fodomy.. 15 Of beftiality. 18 Of uncleannefs. ‘22 


‘ther fhall ye ufe enchantment, nor obferve times. | Y I ‘ : J 9 
27 Ye foal not round the A eenrs of your heads, Obedience.is required with holinefs. 27 Wizards muft 
; : Th . be put to death. 


neither fhalt thou mar the corners of thy beard. = [f - % ? 
_ 28 Ye fliall not make any cuttings in your fleth}. ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2% Again, thou fhalt fay to the children of 


for the dead, nor print any marks upon you: I am. 
the Lorp. i : 5 |” Ml rael, Whofoewer he be of the children of Ifrael, or of 
4 the ftrangers that fojourn in Ifrael, that giveth any of 


29 Do not proftitute thy daughter, to caufe her}: 
to be a whore; left the land fall to’ whoredom, and:{f jis feed unto Motech; he fhall furely be put to death: 
‘J the people of the and fhall {tone him with ftones. 


the land become full of wickednefs.. ‘ J 
S a ee ee wif 3 And 
19 Thou fale not let thy cattle gender with a diverfe kind.} ‘Fhe read b 
fon of this prohibition was partly to preferve the different fpecies of, 
animals as:they -were at firftcreated, and partly to reftrain the vanity’ 
and curiofity of men from attempting to alter the form or nature ® 





‘to'the aged is one of the diétates of nature, and has been enjoined by 
all the wife legiflators of antiquity... The prophet deferibes ir as 2 
mark of degeneracy, when the child fhall. behave himfelf proudly 
i the ‘ againft the ancient, //aiah iii. 5. Javenal tells us, it was efteemed 
God's creatures, by endeavouring to make a greater diverfity thi highly criminal, in the moft virtuous age of the world, for a young 
he thought proper to create at the beginning. +$-} man not to rife to an elder. 

\* Chow poate nar for thy field awith-mingted feed,} This was perhaps to'f:| 3.6 Ix meteyard, &c.] The Hebrew word for « méteyard”* i8 midda, 
‘fet bounds to the hufbandman’s covetoufnefs ; and not only fo, bur} 4 which fignifies the meafure of a.continuéd quantity. In weight; 
the fowing ground with mixed feeds, is thonght by fomean effectu {| by this means they. paid and received money, and ‘fold brafs, Iron, 
wayto wear it out. : aye pas . ff &c- In meafure; ‘the Hebrew word murah, denotes the meafure of 

4 garment mingled of linen and ewoellen, &t.] The intention of this |} difcreet quantity, fuch as Gorn, falt, &c. and of liquors, as of wine, 
prohtbition was to guard the Ifraelites from the idolatrous faperfti- #4} oil, &c. : : 

“tion of the Egyptians and Sabians ; whofe priefts wore fuch mixtores. ‘ 
from a perfuafion that they were endued with fome magical power. 

23 lhree years, Sball it be as uncircumcifed unto you : it fall not be eaten: 
of.| Here Gad requires the firlt fruits to be dedicated to his fervice,. 
in like manner as-he had before commanded that the firtt of all other- 
things fhould be appropriated to his ufe ; -but as he certainly has an { 
undoubted right to the very beft of all, he would not accept of them: 
till they wete arrived to perfetion, nor was man to be allowed to 
vat of them before he had the firftfruits. . i 

26 Ufe enckantrment, nor obferve times.) i. &, Place no confidence in 
diviners, and vain pretenders to prefcience; be not fuperflitious in 
obférving certain daysindifferent in themfeives; neither regard com- 
mon accidents in a prognoftic or judicial light; nor be fo weak and 
timorous as to be alarmed at every trivial ‘matter. 

29 Pefeall nor round the corners of your heads.| Becaufe it wasthe fu- 9}: 
perititions practice.of the Arabians to cut the extremities of their 
hair round, in order to refemble their god Bacchus... a 

Corners of thy ‘brard.| Vhe reafon of this prohibition was to pre- } 
ferve the Ifraelites from the fuperttition of the Egyptians, who, in! 
their mornings of His, ufed to-thave their heads and beards; and at’ 
- other times fuffered the hair of their beards to grow only on their chin, |- 


- GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


Moft of thefe Jaws were given to the Jews, to keep them from fol- 
_ lowing idolatrous cuftoms ; God forbid the mixture of kinds, thac 
“they might avoid fuperitition and indolatry. He forbad them to 
. Sat of the firft fruits, to teach them, that whatever the earth pro- 
duced, was owing to his bounty: The other laws teach us how 
. great a Wickednefs it is to confult forcerers; ‘forbid us to affli 

. ourfelves immoderately for the dead ; that impurity is afin, which 
ought to be punifhed ; to refpect old age; to do jultice ro ftran- 
gers; and keep true weights and measures. a 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ow CHAP. XX. 


-% And the Lord fpake unto Mofes, faying.] AM the principal laws in 
the two preceding chapters are here recapitulated, and enforced, with 
penalties; which have been already explained. . : 
2 That giver any of his feed unto Milech, &e.} On chap. xviii. 21. 
-wehave obferved, that the worthip of Molech was two-fold; inone 
-of which the priefts fuffered their children to_pafs through the fire 
to Molech, asa rite of initiation: befides which, they had another, 
28 Ye foall not make any cuttings i your fefo, &c.| “Here the hea-.{'| wherein they facrificed their children; which the word « give” 
thenifh rité of cutting-their flefh in hononr of the deceafed, is pro-:E} feems to imply, becaufe i is ufed in that fenfe, when we fay, that 
hibited s not any of the mere tokens of affection and mourning. - -}-} ** Chrift gave himfelf for us.’? Thatit was different from the pafling 

2g Do ner profliture thy daughter, &c-] It feems this fpecies of un--}-} through the fire, mentioned in chap. xviii. feerns evident from the 
cleannefs was’ pra:tifed by the heathens in their idolatroas worfhip.“|.{ different funétions given toeach, becaufe in the firht place no punifh- 

31 Regatd not them that have familiar fpirits.|. ice. Regard not} | ment is threatened, but in this the penalty of death is denounced, 
thofe who pretend to a familiarity with ‘evil {pirits, as they were-} {| The manner in which children were facrificed to Molech, is thus 
mere cheats and irapoftors, and amufed the credulons vulgar with | { defcribed : the image of Molech was of brafs, having in the infide 
dark and ambiguous predictions, fuch as were calculated to anfwer } | feven cells, the fitit of which was allotted for flour, the fecond for 
the event, let 1t happen which way ie would. - turtle doves, the third for an ewe, the fourth for a ram, the fifth for 

Neither feek after wizards, &c.] The Hebrew word tyregnonin, is] | a calf, the fixth for an ox, and the feventh for a child; which being 

derived from jadabx, “ to know ;”’ and anfwersto thofe perfons whom f/f includ+:d in this image, as the viGims were in the wicker idols of 
we call fortune-tellers, or conjurers, i : the Druids, were, by the means of a fire, burnt ro death; while the 

32 Thou foalt rife up before the hoary bead, &c.] This command was people danced about the idol, beating timbrels, in order to drown 
adicionfly adopted in the Mofaic inftitations, as paying reverence } } the cries of the infant which was thus inhumanly tormented, 
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TS 
CHAP. XXL 


Sundry laws and ordinances. 
ennisk 3 And I will fet my face againft that man, and will 
1490. Cuthim off from among his people; becaufe he hath 
given ofhis feed unto Molech, to defile my fan&tuary, 

and to profane my holy name. 

44 And if the people of the land do any ways hide 
their eyes from the man, when he giveth of his feed 
unto Molech, and kill him not: 

5 Then I will fet my face againft that man, and 
againt his family, and will cut him off, and all that 
go a whoring after him, to commit whoredom with 
Molech, from among their people. 

6 @ And the foul that turneth after fuch as have 
familiar fpirits, and after wizards, to go a whoring 
after them, I will even fet my face againft that foul, 
and will cut him off from among his people. : 

7 I San&ify yourfelves therefore, and be ye holy: 
for I am the Lorn your God. 

8 And ye fhall keep my ftatutes, and do them: I 
am the Lorp which fanétify you. 

For every one that curfeth his father or his 
mother fhall be furely put to death: he hath curfed 
his father or his mother; his blood /rallbe upon him. 

10 | And the man that committeth adultery with 
another man’s wife, even he that committeth adultery 
with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer and the 
adulterefs fhall furcly be put to death. 

a1 @ And the man that lieth with his father’s wife 
hath uncovered his father’s nakednefs: both of them 
fhall furely be put to death; their blood “/hall be 
upon them. 

12 Andif a manlie with his daughter in law, both 
of them fhall furely be put to death: they have 
wrought confufion; their blood /rall de upon them. 

13 @ Ifa manalfo lie with mankind, as he lieth 
with a woman, both of them have committed an abo- 
mination: they fhall furely be put to death; their 
blood frail be upon them. : 

14 @ And ifa man take a wife and her mother, it 
is wickednefs: they fhall be burnt with fire, both he 
and they; that there be no wickednefs among you. 

15 Q And if a man lic with a beaft, he fhall furely 
be put to death: and ye fhall flay the beaft. 

16 And if a woman approach unto any beaft, and 
lie down thereto, thou fhalt kill the woman and the 
beaft: they fhall furely be put to death; their blood 
Jhall be upon them. 

17 2 And if a man fhall take his fifter, his father’s 
daughter, or his mother’s daughter, and fee her 
nakednefs, and fhe fee his nakednefs; it zs a wicked 
thing; and they fhall be cut off in the fight of their 

eople: he hath uncovercd his fifter s nakednefs ; 
he fhall bear his iniquity. 

18 § And ifa man fhall lie with awoman having her 
ficknefs, and fhall uncover her nakednefs; he hath 
difcovered her fountain, and fhe hath uncovered the 
fountain of her blood: and both of them fhall be cut 


off from among their pcople. 
19 And thou fhalt not uncover the nakednefs of 


Sy SAE 

4 lp tke peuple of the land do any ways bide their eyes, &c.] That iss 
if his neighbours, commiferating his folly, inftead of abominating 
his fin, fhould conceal him, and refafe to appear as witneffes againit 
him, orif the magiftrates connived at him, God would fet his face 
againft that man or magiftrate, and againft his family. 

19 They fiall-be cut eff in the fight of their people, &C.] i.e. They 
fhall be publickly: pur to death. 

18 Ifa man foul lie with a wsnan having her fickncfs, &c.] Doubt- 
lefs the obfervation of this law was preferibed, Icft the Jewifh com- 
monwealth fhould be overftocked with weak and fickly people. 
God fixed a, ftigma upon leprous perfons, becaufe they were fup- 
pofed to have been conceived at this time. 

27 4 wan alia or avoman that hach a familiar fptrit—Jfeall furely be 
put ia drat, &c.] Signifying thofe who pretended toa fpirit of 
divination, or to praclife conjuring and forcery. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XX. 
The prohibition of burning children, and offering them to the idol 

Molech, thews us to what horrible crucltics idolatrous people 

abandon themfelves, in the fervice of their falfe gods; and what 

men, who l:now not God, are capable of. God ordered thofe who 
applied themfelves to forccrers, to be punifhed with death; as 
No. 11. 
























Hf before facrifices 





The prizfis’ mourning and holinefs. 





thy mother’s fitter, nor of thy father’s fifter: for he Before 


uncovereth his nearkin: they fhall beartheiriniquity. 
20 And ifa man fhall lie with his uncle’s wife, he 
hath uncovered his uncle’s nakednefs: they fhall 
bear their fin; they fhall die childlefs. 
21 And if aman fhall take his brother’s wife, itzs 


an unclean thing: he hath uncovered his brother’s 


nakednefs ; they fhall be childlefs. 
22 4 Yc fhall therefore keep all my ftatutés, and 


all my judgments, and do them: that the land, whi- 


ther I bring you to dwell therein, fpue you not out. 
23 And ye fhall not walk in the manners of the 


nation, which I caft out before you: for they com-~ 
mitted all thefe things, andtherefore I abhorred them: 


24 But I have faid unto you, Ye fhall inherit 


their land, and I will give it unto you to poffefs it, a 
landthat floweth with milkand honey: I am thé Lorp 
your God, which have feparated you from other 


people. 
25 Ye fhall therefore put difference between clean 
beaits and unclean, and between unclean fowls and 


ciean: and ye fhall not make your fouls abominable 
by beaft, or by fowl, or by any manner of living 
thing that creepeth on the ground, which I have fe- 
parated from you as unclean. 


26 And ye fhall be holy unto me: forI the Lorp 


am holy, andhave fevered you from other people, that 
ye fhould be mine. 


27 | A man alfe or woman that hath a familiar 
fpirit, or that isa wizard, fhall furely be put to death: 
they fhall ftone them with ftones: their blood /hall 


de upon them. 


CHAP. XXI. 

1 Of the priefts’ mourning. 6 Of their holincfs. 7 Of 
' their marriages. g Of the ue daughter conuitted 
of playing the harlot. 10 Of the high prieft’s holinefs. 
13 Of his marriage. 16 The pricfis that have 

blemifhes muft not minifier in the fantuary. 
ND the Lorp faid unto Mofes, Speak unto 
the priefts the fons of Aaron, and fay unto 


them, There fhall none be defiled for the dead 
among his people: 


2 But for his kin, that is near unto him, that zs, 


4 for his mother, and for his father, and for his fon, 
and for his daughter, and for his brother, 


3 And for his fifter a virgin, that is nigh unto him, 


which hath had no hufband; for her may he be de- 


filed. 

4 But he fhall not defile himfelf, Zeing a chief man 
among his people, to profane himfelf. 

5 They fhali not make baldnefs upon their head, 


| neither fhall they fhave off the corner of their 


beard, nor make any cuttings in their flefh. 

6 © They fhall be holy unto their God, and not 
profane the name of their God : for the offerings of 
the Lory made by fire, and the bread of their God, 


they do offer: therefore they fhall be holy. 
7 & They 


alfo adulterers, both men and women, and thofe that curfed fa- 
ther and mother. Obferve the repeated exhortations of God to 
the Jews, that they fhould not imitate the Canaanites, but be- 
come a holy people to him. Thus Chriftians being feparated 
from the world, fhould not be conformed to it, but be holy in all 
manner of converfation. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 


1 There fhall noue be defiled far the dead, &c.] We read that if any 
one touched a dead body, looked at it, entered an houfe where z 
corpfe lay, affifted at a funeral, or even touched a grave, he was un- 
clean for feven days. The Hebrew canons fay, that ifa man 
came within fix feet of the dead, he was unclean. 

2 But for bis kin that is ucar nuto him, &c.] God here indulges a 
natural affetion, and difpenfes with their ateendance for the 
fpace of feven days, in cafe of the death of a parent, a child, or 
a brother: to have denied the payment -of thefe laft duties, would 
have favoured of cruelty and rigour, but God ever eftcems mercy 


4. He foall nt defile kinfelf, being a chief man, &¢.} It would be 
betterif tranflated, ** He fhall not defile himfelffor the chiefman 


f th tion,’? S&c. 
PR ae q They 
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Priefis with blemifhes not to minifter. 
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‘profane the fanétuary of his God; for the crown 


7 @ They fhall not take a wife that 7s a whore, or 
profane; neither fhall they rake a woman put away 
from her hufband: for he zs holy unto his God. 

8 Thou fhalt fan@ify him therefore; for he offer- 
eth the bread of thy God: he fhall be holy unto 
thee: for I the Loxp, which fan&tify you, am holy. 

9 & And the daughter of any prieft, if fhe profane 
herfelf by playing the whore, fhe profaneth her fa- 
ther: fhe fhall be burnt with fire. 

10 2 And he that zs the high prieft among his bre- 
thren, upon whofe head the anointing oil was poured, 
and that is confecrated to put on the garments, fhall 
‘not uncover his head, nor rend his clothes ; 

11 Neither fhall he goin to any dead body, nor 
defile himfelf for his father, or for his mother ; 

“12 Neither fhall he go out of the fan@uary, nor 














of the anointing oil of his God zs upon him: 1 am 
the Lox vb. 

13 & And he hhall take a wife in her virginity. 

14 A widow, or a divorced woman or profane, or 
an harlot, thefe fhall he not take: but he fhall take 
a virgin of his own people to wife. 

15 Neither fhall he profane his fecd among his 
people: for I the Loxp do fan&tify him. 

16 % And the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 

17 Speak unto Aaron, faying, Whofoever he ée of 
thy feed in their generations-that hath any blemihh, let 
him not approach to offer the bread of his God. 

18 For whatfoever man he Je that hath a blemifh, 
he fhal] not approach: a blind man, or a lame, or 
he that hath a flat nofe, or any thing fuperfluous, 

1g Or aman that is brokenfooted, or broken- 
handed, 

20 Ora crookbackt, or a dwarf, or that hath a ble- 
mifh in his eye, or be fcurvy, or fcabbed, or hath his 
ftones broken ; 

21 Noman that hath a blemith of the feed of Aaron 
the pricht fhall come nigh to offer the offerings of the 
LorbD made by fire: he hath a blemifh; he fhall not 
come nigh to offer the bread of his God. 

22 He fhall eat the bread of his God, dScth of the 
molt holy, and of the holy. 

23 Only he fhall not go in unto the veil, nor come 
nigh unto the altar, becaufe he hath a blemifh; that 
he profane not my far€tuaries: for I the Lorn do 
fanétify them. 

24 And Mofes told zé unto Aaron and to his fons, 
and unto all the children of Ifracl. 


| A BES Dd RE. ON PP REE AE OY 


CH AP. AATI. 


The priefés in thetr uncleannefs muft abftain from the 
holy things. 10 Who of the prieft’s houfe may eat of 
them. 14. Of fatisfattzon to Le made by him who cateth } 
of them unwittingly. 17 The facrifices muft be with- 


a 

q They foall not take a wife, &e.) The prieft, in order to preferve 
the dignity of his office, is prohibited from marrying with fuch per- 
fons as would leffen him in the eyes of the people. 

9 Ske profaneth ber father, &c.] i.e. By difparaging the good 
example and education fhe received, fhe wounds her father’s ho- 
nour, as well as ftains her own charafter. 

10 Nor rend bis clothes.] In {pite of this prohibition, we find that 
on fome occafions it was cuftomary with them to rend theit clothes, as 
in cafe of blafphemy ; this prohibition, therefore, was doubtlefs re- 
{trained to the high prieft’s garments, and the times of mourning. 

11 Nor defile bimfelf for bis father, &c.} It was not lawful for the 
high prieft to enter an houfe where a dead body lay, though it were 
even that of his father or mother. 

12 Neither foall be go out of the favduary, &c.) The prieft was by 
no means to neglect his adminiftration, though news was brought 
him of the death of his neareft and deareft relative; fuch was the re- 
gard to be paid to God's fervice. 

19 That hath any blemifh, &c.) ie. Any defect or imperfection, 
whethernataral or accidental. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXI. 
Thefe laws were given in two principal views; Firft, to reftrain both 
, priefts and people from idolatry, and the manners of the idolaters; 
’- and to prevent, in the perfons or families of the priefts, the fame 


LEVITICUS. 


Who may eat of the holy th 
out blemijh. 26 The age of the facrifice. 29 The 
law of cating the facrifice of thankf{giving. 


N D the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Speak unto Aaron and to his fons, that they 
feparate themfelves from the holy things of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, and that they profane not my holy 
name in chofe things which they hallow unto me: I am 
the Lorp. 

3 Say unto them, Whofoever he be of all your 
feed among your generations, that goeth unto the 
holy things, which the children of Ifrael hallow unto 
the Lorn, having his uncleannefs upon him, that 
foul fhall be cut off from my prefence: I am the 
Lorp. 

4 What man foever of the feed of Aaron zs aleper, 
or hath a running iffue ; he fhall not eat of the holy 
things, until he be clean. And whofo toucheth 
any thing ¢hat zs unclea: dy the dead, or a man whole 
feed goeth from him; 

§ Or whofoever toucheth any crecping thing, 
whereby he may be made unclean, or a man of whom 
he may take uncleannels, whatloever uncleannefs 
he hath; 

6 The foul which hath touched any fuch fhall be 
unclean until even, and fhall nor eat of the holy 
things, unlefs he wafh his flefh with water. 

7 And when the fun is down, he fhall be clean, 
and fhall afterward cat of the holy things; becaufe 
it zs his food. 

@ That which dieth of itfelf, or is torn with beafts, 
he fhall not cat to defile himfelftherewith: I am the 
Loro. 

9g They fhall therefore keep mine ordinance, left 
they bear fin for it, and die therefore, if they pro- 
fane it: I the Lorn do fanétify them. 

10 @ There fhall no ftranger eat of the holy thing: 
a fojourner of the prieft, or an hired fervant, fhall 
not cat of the holy thing. 

11 But if the prieft buy any foul with his money, 
he fhall eat of it, and he that is born in his houfe : 
they fhall eat of his meat. 

12 If the prieft’s daughter alfo be married unto a 
(tranger, fhe may not eat of an offering of the holy 
things. 

13 But if the pricft’s daughter be a widow, or di- 
vorced, and have no child, and is returned unto her 
father’s houfe, as inher youth, fhe fhall eat her fa- 
ther’s meat: but there fhall no Itranger eat thereof. 

14 @ And if a man eat of the holy thing unwit- 
tingly, then he fhall put the fifth part thercof unto it, 
and fhall give 7 unto the prieft with the holy thing. 

15 And they fhall not profane the holy things of the 
children of Ifrael, which they offer unto the Lorn; 

16 Or fuffer them to bear the iniquity of trefpais, 
when they cat their holy things: forI the Lorn do 
fanétify them. 

17 @ And 





diforders that were to he feen among the priefts of falfe religions. 
Secondly, That the holinefs of the priefts might render religion ie- 
felf more venerable; and their good example might teach the reft 
of the Hraelites to be holy alfo. The reflection that we ought to 
make herefrom, with regard to the Chriftian church, is, that the 
paftors and minifters of religion, fould be diftinguifhed by a holy 
and exemplary life; and their families ought to be very regular. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXII. 

2 That they feparate themflves, &c.| It is in the Greek, Letthem 
take heed of the holy things; that is, not to defile them; for they 
were not to prefume to officiate in the fanctuary, being unclean, by 
reafon of any ceremonial pollution. : 

3 Shall be cut of frum my prefence, &c.] i.e. He fhall for ever 
be deprived of the prictthood by the judge; or elfe fhall be taken 
away by premature death, by the hand ot God. 

4 He foall not eat of the holy things until he-be clean, &e.] The le- 
per might eat of the tythes, but nor of the wave-breaft, or heave- 
fhoulder. 

10 There fall no firanger cat of the bel, thing-} This word §€ ftran- 
ger,” fingifies any perfon, whether a gentile, protelyte, or a Jew, 
not being of the priett’s family. 

14. And feall grve it unto the pri. fl wiih the holy thing.] The man was 
to pay the full value of the thing fe exten, and a fifth part more. 

18 Seravgeré 
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| The facrifices mufe be without blemifh. 
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17 @ And the Loxp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

18 Speak unto Aaron, and to his fons, and unto 
all the children of Ifrael, and fay unto them, What- 
foever he 4e of the houfe of Mracl, or of the ftrangers 
in Ifrael, that will offer his oblation for all his vows, 
and for all his freewill offerings, which they will 
offer unto the Lurp fora burnt offering ; 

19 Ye fhail offer at your own will a male without 
blemifh, of the beeves, of the fheep, or of the goats. 

20 But whatfoever hath a blemith, that fhall ye not 
offer: for it fhall not be acceptable for you. 

21 And whofvever offereth a facrifice of peace of- 
ferings unto the Lorp to accomplifh Ais vow, or a 
freewill offering in beeves or fheep, it fhall be per- 
fe&t to be accepted; there fhall be no blemifh 
therein. 

2% Blind, or broken, or maimed, or having a wen, 
or fcurvy, or fcabbed, ye fhall not offer thefe unto 
the L.onp, nor make an offering by fire of them upon 
the altar unto the Lorp. 

23 Lither a bullock or a lamb that hath any thing 
fuperfluous or Jacking in his parts, that mayeft thou 
offer for a freewill offering; but for a vow it fhall 
not be accepted. 

24 Ye fhall not offer unto the Lorp that which is 
bruifed, or crufhed, or broken, or cut; neither fhall 
ye make any offering thereof in your land. 

25 Neither from a ftranger’s hand fhall ye offer 
the bread of your God of any of thefe ; becaufe their 
corruption 7s in them, and blemifhes be in them: 
they fhall not be accepted for you. 

26 | And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

27 When a bullock, or a fheep, or a_ goat, is 
brought forth, then it fhall be feven days under the 
dam; and from the eighth day and thenceforth it fhall 
be accepted for an offering made by fire unto the 
Lorn. 

28 And whether it be cow or ewe, ye fhall not kill 
it and her young both in one day. . 

299 And when ye will offer a facrifice of thank{- 
giving unto the Lorn, offer 7¢ at your own will, 

30 On the fame day it fhall be eaten up; ye fhall 
leave none of it until the morrow: I am the Lorp. 

31 Therefore fhall ye keep my commandments, 
and dothem: I aw the Lorp. 

32 Neither fhall ye profane my holy name; but ] 
will be hallowed among the children of Ifracl: I am 
the Lorp which hallow you, 


33 That brought you out of the land of Egypt, to} 


be your God: I am the Lorn. 
CHAP. XXII, 


a The feafts of the Lord. 3 The fabbath. 4 The paff- 





18 Strangers of Ifrael, &e.] i.e. Such people as were not cir- 
cumcifed, bus had renounced idolatry, and were denominated pro- 
felytes of the gates. 

28 Conv orewe, ye foall not bill it and her young both in ont day.| 
The very great humanity and tendernefs expreffed in this precept, 
refle‘is no {mall honour upon the divine law-giver ; for there is 
fomething cruel in the idea of butchering both parent and offspring 
at the fame time, and to bring the dam to the altar, while it is till 
mourning the lofs of its young, flain in its fight. The law here en- 
joined, is fimilar with that in Dee. xxii. 6. «If a bird is found 
fitting upon the young or upon the eggs, thou fhalt not take the 
dam with the young.” 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXII. 
¥rom this chapter, we are taught to reverence the ordinances of God, 

who is greatly to be feared in the affembly of his faints; and that 

as the children of Ifrael were not to offer any thing that had a 

hlemifh on it, fo it is our duty to prefent unto God our beft fer- 

vices. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

2 Concerning the feafls of the Lord. &c.] ‘The day of atonement 
nnder this general term is comprehended, which was not a feltival, 
but a fat, ora day of folemn humiliation; therefore the Hebrew 
werd maghide, Mhould have been rendered “ folemn affemblies, or 
feafons,”* which it properly fignifies. 

4 dz ther feajins.| ‘The feafons God appointed for thefe folem- 
nities, were in March, May, and September, agrecable to our pre- 
fent computation, and not in the winter; becaufe the fhorinefs of 
the days, and the hadnefs of the way, rendered travelling then very | 


CHAP. XXIII. 








over. g The fheaf of ferfifruits. 
Pentecoft. 22 Gleanings to be Icft for the poor. 23 


The feaft of trumpets. 26 The day of atonement. 
33 The feaft of tabernacles. 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay 
unto them, Concerning the feafts of the Lorn, which 
ye fhall proclaim to d¢ holy convocations, even thefe 
are my feats. 

3 ¥ Six days fhall work be done: but the feventh 
day is the fabbath of reft, an holy convocation; ye 
fhall do no work therein: it is the fabbath of the 
Loxp in all your dwellings. 

44 Thefe are the feafts of the Lorn, even holy con- 
vocations, which ye fhall proclaim in their feafons. 

5 In the fourteenth day of the firft month at eyen 
zs the Lokn’s paffover. 

6 And on the fifteenth day of the fame month zs’ 
the feaft of unleavened bread unto the Lorn: feven 
days ye muft eat unleavened bread. 

7 In the firft day ye fhall have’ an holy convoca- 
tion: ye fhall do no fervile work therein. 

8 But ye fhall offer an offering made by fire unto 
the Lorb feven days: inthe feventh day zs an holy 
convocation: ye fhall do no fervile work therein. 

9 ¢ And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

10 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto 
them, When ye be come into the land which I give 
unto you, and fhall reap the harveft thereof, then ye 
fhall bring a, fheaf of the firftfruits of your harvelt 
unto the prieft: : 

11 And he fhall wave the fheaf before the Lorn, 
to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the 
fabbath the prieft fhall wave it. 

12 And ye fhall offer that day when ye wave the 
fheaf an he lamb without a blemifh of the firft year 
for a burnt offering unto the Lorn. 

13 And the meatoffering thereof /hail de two tenth 
deals of fine flour mingled with oil, an offering made 
by fire unto the Lorn for a {weet favour: and the 
drink offering thereof /hall be of wine, the fourth part 
of an hin. 

14 And ye fhall eat neither bread, nor parched 
corn, nor green ears, until the felffame day that ye 
have brought an offering unto your God: it /hall be 
a ftatute for ever throughout your generations in all 
your dwellings. 

15 2 And ye fhall count unto you from the mor- 
row after the fabbath, from the day that ye brought 
the fheaf of the wave offering ; feven fabbaths fhall 
be complete: 

16 Even unto the morrow after the feventh fabbath 

fhall 


re 
uncomfortable ; and becaufe in the height of the fummer feafon, in 
thofe countries, they could_but ill be {pared from their employ, in 
gathering in the harveft and vintage. 

10 Wher ye be come inte the lacd—and fhall veap the harveff} Ie 
would be betrer if tranflated, “ are about to reap the harveft,’* 
for the fheaf was to be brought before the reft of the harveft was cut. 

The firft fruits of your harveft unto the prift.] Which firft-fruits 
being prefented to the prieft, he waved them towards the four quar- 
ters of the world, in token of their being confecrated to the Lord 
of the univerfe, and by this all the theaves of the field were made 
holy. As the theaf was lifted up and waved, and the lamb was 
offered on that day, fo Chrift died, and offered himfelf up to God, 
for us, and for our falvation. 

11 On the morrow after the fabbath, &c.} On the fecond day 
of the unleavened bread (and not the weekly fabbath) this ceremio- 
ny was performed, the firft being termed ‘* fabbath or reft,” becaufe 
it was a feftival, in which they were to defift from all fervile work.- 

14 Andye frall eat neither bread, &e.] i.e. Ye thall cat nothing 
of this year’s growth, till you have firft made an offering to God. 

1g Bran the morrow after the fabbath| Confult the note on ver, rr. 

Seven fabbaths, &¢.] Doubtlefs the word ¢ fabbath,” here fig- 
nifies, A week, fo that ic fhould have been rendered, Seven weeks 
complete, from the fixteenth day of the fecond month, or the fe- 
cond of unleavencd bread. 

16 Unto the marrow after the feventh fabbath, foall ye nunrbe' rfLfy 
days, and—ffer a new meat offering, &e.} They called the firit 
pentecoft, or the fealt of weeks, 1t being obferved fifty days, or 
feven weeks, after the paffover. Iris likewife called according to 
Exid. xxiii. 16. the featt of harvelt. 

3 wy They 


The feafis of the Lord. 


15 The feaft Of spelen 
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oe, thal ye number fifty days; andicfhal off ra - 
zyyo, Meat offering unto the Lorp. 

17 Ye fhall bring out of your habitation. wow, 
loaves of two tenth deals: they fhall be of fine (16 
they fhall be baken with leaven; tev ere ti ii | 
fruits unto the Loxp. 

18 And ye fhall offer with the bread feven fer. 
without blemifh of the firft year, and one veung te. - 
lock, and two rams: they fhall be fcr a baret ot. -- 
ing unto the Loro, with their meat offering, ame tint 
drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, ot a 
{weet favour unto the Lorn. 

1g Then ve fhall facrifice one hid of the . | 
for a fin offering, and two lambs of the firft vcat ft 
a facrifice of peace offerings. 

20 And the prieft fhall wave them with the breve 
of the firfifruits for a wave offering befure the Pat, 

‘vith the two lambs: they fhall be holy tothe J 
for the prielft. 

21 snd ye fhall proclaim on the fclffame dav, 13° 
it may be an holy convocation unto you: ve fleet do 
no fervile work therein: it fhall be a Matute fowcves 
in all your dwellings throughout vour gene raion, 

22 % And when ye reap the harveft of vour lara, 
thou fhalt not make clean riddance of ti.c cormcss 
of thy ficld when thou reapeft, neither Maes ie oa 
gather any gleaning of thy harvelt: thou fleet leas 
them unto the poor, and to the Mianger Pom the 
Loxp your God. 

23 U And the Loxp fpake unto Moics, ta. ire, 

24 Speak unto the children of Hrael, favuig, Pe oh. 
feventh month, in the firft day of the moth, fisell « 
have a fabbath, a memorial of blowing of trammens, 
an holy convocation. 

25 Ye fhall dono fervile work tierem: but ve thal 
offer an offering madc by fire unto the Lox n. 

26 ¥ And the LorD {pake unto Mofes, fas ing. 

27 Alfo on the tenth day of this feventh munth the « 
Jfhall be a day of atonement: it fhall be an holy con. 
vocation unto you; and ye fhall affli@ vour foulsaud 
offer an offering made by fire unto the Lorn. 

28 And ye fhall do no work in that fame dav 
for it zs aday of atonement, to make an atoncua 
for you before the Lord your God. 

29 For whatfoever foul ¢t é¢ that fhall not be of 
fli€ted in that fame day, he fhal]l be cui off fren 
among his people. 

go And whatfoever foul it fe that docth any wert 
in that fame day, the fame foul will I defltos ts .o 
among his people. 

gi Ye fhall do no manner of work: WW yur’ ee 
Ratute for ever throughout your generation, at 
your dwellings. 

32 It /hall 6c unto you a fabbath of ref, woad ve 
fhall affli@ your fouls: in th¢g ninth day uf the menet 
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17 They foall be baken with leaven, &e.] We find thi ss diffe seer 
from the eftablifhed Jaw relating to other meat offerings ad thee 
kind; but then we fhould confider, that part of the lattes were teurnt 


fea 
upon altars, whereas the former were only waved betore tue Lord, Cans: 
and given to the prieft for his portion. % 

19 One kid of the goats fir a fen offering, &.] A bullae was tor Ef peppy 
offering for particular fins of the congregation, but tor tie tes ad posi 
the nation in general, a kid of the goats. ‘The reafou afagned bs dene 
fome for this difference, is the following : The more graceon: tbe EB yer 


fin was, the viler was the facrifice; there brine no greater € + 0... 
idolatry, nor viler facrifice than a the-goat; this was theretun 4; 
pointed for the expiation of that trefpafs. 

24 4 memorial of blowirg cf trumpet, &C.) Which wuid o ef* 
be rendered more properly, A feftival for commem tering 2 f 
praifing God, with the found of the trampets. “They tstew tie ire 
pet every new moon; but in that of the feventh mants.. at owas te 
done with a more than ordinary folemnite. 

34 The fifteenth day of this feventh month yoali te the + ah fae 
cles, &c.} Which feat was inftituted in memory of thet havnsy 


dwelt in tents in the wildernefs for forty year, under the peate ct: .. ee 
of the Almighty. The firft day of this feftival wa. ufhered a tr 3 buss 
general proceffion, in which they carried branchc. of paim trea, sa ito 
their hands, waving therm about towards the four winds, and fing , 4 
ing pfalms and hymns fuitable to the occafion, at the fame tame cry - wo] 


ing out, Hofanoah; or, faye we befeec!: thee. 
5 











a. Bi te pea ee Sa ears 
im ashe  cauied a Demis. ona man, is thali it be Before 
. Von 6 him aga. ae 
pb 8 ud he that &ificih a beaft, he thall refRtore it: 
gp, anu oo chat killeth aman, be fall be put to death. 
44 22) egpeil have one manner of law, as well for 
ehlthe tira ger, as for ome of vous own country: for I 
an the JoRD your Gud. 
23 And Moles{pate unto the children of Irael, 
ag that th: ould bring forth hem that had curfed out 
Of the vatup and ftone him wih flones. And the chil- 
N drei frael did asthe Load commanded Mofes. 
;: C H A PL XXV. 


t The, FBLA of the foornth year. 8 The jubile in the 

Z fifi t year. tq Upprefpon oa 18 A bleffing 

wf pro ‘dtoobediemce, #3 The redemption of land, 29 

, and vo’ houfes. g§ Compaffron to be had of the poor ; 

: end. Wprefrnnacd. gg Ihe ufage of bondfervanis. 
4 847 21 redemption of fervants. 


oe .w the Loup fpake unto Mofes in mount Si- i491." 


re ny ing, 
" 2 eae BU to the children of Ifrae), and fay unto 
Pthe a, "' 1en ye come into the land which I giveyou, 
Sgithen fh ‘the land keep a fabbath unto the Lorp. 
. 3 Se cars thes 8 fow thy field, and fix years 
chou th 4Abrune thy vineyard, and gather in the 
fruit wre. -of ; 
t 4P oa the feventh year thal! be a fabbath of reft 
Byinto «ic cand, fabbath for the Lorn: thou fhalt 
neuher ty ‘hy field, nor prune thy vineyard. 

* 65 Tivat which groweth of its own accord of thy 
7 far efi ° ou fhalt noe reap, neither gather the grapes 
fypf thy > ¢ undreBled. for it isa year of reft unto 

‘the lan 
6 An! Ms febbath of the land hall be meat for 
zou; © hee, and fur thy {crvant, and for thy maid, 

“-d for  - hired fervant, and for thy ftranger thar 
qe - with thee, 


SE pe 


‘7 An fa thy cattle, and for the beafts that ave in 
y land; ° ail all che smcseale thereof be meat. 

* 844!  10u fhalt number feven fabbaths of years 
ere. ths, ven comes feven years; and the fpace of 
he < lever jag baths of years fhall be unto thee forty 
geen ning yrs. 

* © The. | alt thou caule the trumpet of the jubile 
to 










, GENE < RKELEC TIONS om CHAP. XXIV. 


he law ab 1¢ Off bur ther Leaps seletes only to the external and 
“wocere 20ff. —rvive ef the Jrwe. The thew-bread, confifting of 
PU twelve wave , who weer alu ors expofed in the fanduary, was 
a fulemn a <@> vledgment, enade be ali the fraclites, that they 
held all geod *h'ags tres Ged , ebach fronld teach Chriftians to 
be. are © the bicfing, be iow apes them. ‘The law a- 


giusatt b men, sed a who was ftoned, is 
=~ very reusti ble and swtul, aad infpise us with extreme 
te horror tu: | “ghey. 


Yor XPUATATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 


> ttelau  » afabbath, Gx} Thee we Sad the fanGification of 

pial ath we - cease of ali dit ine inftications, reer 

referve th: wledge and werthig of Ged smeng men; Moles 

{tir not 1  icvieed the ebfesvance of the weekly fabbath, but 

Sfewile ints. ee a (abbatical year for the idveaccmcnt of the ho 
"es Yue t 

a Sabi rofl mate the doed.} Thee fabbsth or rerolne was 

«Ab appoin.cd, hat che ceed soqeire Rrength, whi h is 

oe vale: ra i _ bot on aly oy saline ref, dedicated to 

ti ad” = fers ice Splat ds oom aero: eegints 

a7 rab ee il 9 re Mofes, est 

“Toso al: infliteted aaather, to be celebrated every Sftieth 

3 he: eee it debe: cancelled, policdions Te- 

:u was 3 wele provsben for Gxing the Jews in tke 

a of eed eed for peciers ang the diftiaftion between tribes 

BE oe - it. which thet of the he Riadoh, when born, might cer- 

"yp Ayn ee ne vid, as 
PTO ade 

Aes 2 Sous J eee: Gc.) be nee the Sebrew, jeraghaii, 

Ps trum € loud found, uc enfe the trumpets were founded 

darcthele; eee! SS et sees 


f: jor. it being intended 
en oe 1 of ote ie te ree and to prevent i 
ro) 
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Before fhall ye number fifty days; and ye fhall offer a new 
CHRIST meat offering unto he Looe ; 

17 Ye fhall bring out of your habitations two wave 
loaves of two tenth deals: they fhall be of fine flour; 
they fhall be baken with leaven; they are the firft 
fruits unto the Lorn. 

18 And ye fhall offer with the bread feven lambs 
without blemifh of the firft year, and one young bul- 
lock, and two rams: they fhall be for a burnt offer- 
ing unto the Lorn, with their meat offering, and their 
drink offerings, even an offering made by fire, of a 
{weet favour unto the Lorp. 

19 Then ye fhall facrifice one kid of the goats 
for a fin offering, and two lambs of the firft year for 
a facrifice of peace offerings. 

20 And the prieft fhall wave them with the bread 
of the firftfruits for a wave offering before the Loxp, 
‘with the two lambs: they fhall be holy to the Lorn 
for the prieft. 

21 «And ye fhall proclaim on the felffame day, that 
it may be an holy convocation unto you: ye fhall do 
no fervile work therein: it fhall be a ftatute for ever 
in all your dwellings throughout your generations. 

22 % And when ye reap the harveft of your fand, 
thou fhalt not make clean riddance of the corners 
of thy ficld when thou reapeft, neither fhalt thou 
gather any gleaning of thy harveft: thou fhalt leave 
them unto the poor, and to the ftranger: I am the 
Loxp your God. 

23 Wf And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

24 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, Inthe 
feventh month, in the firft day of the month, {hall ye 
have a fabbath, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, 
an holy convocation. 

25 Yc fhall dono fervile work therein: but ye thall 
offer an offering made by fire unto the Loxp. 

26 | And the Lorp fpake unto Moles, faying. 

27 Alfo on the tenth day of this feventh month there 
Shall be a day of atonement: it fhall be an holy con- 
vocation unto you; and ye fhall affli& your fouls,and 
offer an offering made by fire unto the Lonp. 

28 And ye fhall do no work in that fame day : 
for it 2s aday of atonement, to make an atonement 
for you before the Loxp your God. 

29 For whatfoever foul it 4e that fhall not be af- 
fli€ted in that’ fame day, he fhall be cut off from 
among his people. 

30 And whatfoever foul it de that doeth any work 
in that fame day, the fame foul will I deftroy from 
among his people. 

81 Ye fhall do no manner of work: it fhall bea 
ftatute for ever throughout your generations in all 
your dwellings. 

32 It /hall be unto you a fabbath of reft, and ye 
fhall affli& your fouls: in the ninth day of the month 


A 
-] We find this is different 


17 They foall be baken with leaven, &c 
from the eftablithed law relating to other meat offerings of this 
kind; but then we fhoutd confider, that part of the latter were burnt 
upon altars, whereas the former were only waved before the Lord, 
and given to the prieft for his portion. . 

19 One did of the goats fur a fin offering, &c.] A bullock was the 
offering for particular fins of the Congregation, but for the fins of 
the nation in general, a kid of the goats. “The reafon affigned by 
fome for this difference, is the following: The more grievous the 
fin was, the viler was the facrifice; there being no greater fin than 
idolatry, nor viler facrifice chan a fhe-poat ; this was therefore ap- 
pointed for the expiation of that trefpafs. 

24 4 memorial of blowing of trumpets, &e.] Which words might 
be rendered more properly, A feftival for commemorating sand 
praifing God, with the found of the trumpets. They blew the trum- 
pet every new moon ;: but in that of the feventh month, it was to be 
done with a more than ordinary folemnity. 

34. The fefteerth day of this feventh month fhall be the Taft of taberna- 
elesy &e.] | Which feat was inflituted in memory of their having 
-dwelt in tents in the wildernefs for forty years, under the prote@icn 
of the Almighty. The firft day of this feftival was ufhered in by a 
general proceffion, in which they carried branches of palm-trees in 
their hands, waving them about towards the four winds, and fing: 
ing pfalms and hymns fuitable to the occafion, at the fame time cry- 
ing out, Hofannah; or, fave we befeech thee. , 
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i A N D the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 





ICUS. 


at even, from even unto even, 
your fabbath. , 

33 9 And the Lorn {pake unto Mofes, faying, 

34 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, The 
fifteenth day of this feventh month /hall be the Feait 
of tabernacles for feven days unto the Lorn. 

35 On the firft day /rall be an holy convocation: 
ye fhall do no fervile work therein. 

36 Seven days ye fhall offer an offering made by 
fire unto the Lorn: on the eighth day fhall be an 
holy convocation unto you; and ye fhall offer an 
offering made by fire unto the Loxp: itis a folemn 
alfembly ; aad ye fhall do no fervile work therein. 

37 Thefe are the fealts of the Loxn, which ye fhall 
proclaim ¢o de holy convocations, to offer an offer. 
ing made by fire unto the Lorp, a burnt offering, 
and a meat offering, a facrifice, and drink offerings, 
every thing upon his day : 

38 Befide the fabbaths of the Lonp, and befide 
your gifts, and befide all your vows, and befide all 
your free-will offerings, which ye give untothe Lorn. 

39 Alfo in the fifteenth day of the feventh month, 
when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye 


‘fhall keep a feaft unto the Lonny feven days: on 


the firft day /hall Ze a fabbath, and on the eighth 


day hall Le a Sabbath. 
40 And ye fhall take you on the firft day the 
boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, 


{and the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the 


brook; ahd ye fhall rejoice before the Lory your 
God feven days. an 

41 And ye fhall keep it a feaft unto the Lorp 
feven daysinthe year. Jt fall be a ftatute for ever, 
in your generations: ye fhall cclebrate it in the fe— 
venth month. 

42 Ye fhall dwell in booths feven days; all thar 
are Ifraclites born fhall dwell in booths: 

43 That your generations may know that I made 
the children of Ifrael to dwell in booths, when I 
brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the 
Lorp your God. 

44 And Mofes declared unto the children of Ifrael 
the feafts of the Lorn. 

CHAP. XXIV. 
1 The oil for the lamps. 5 The fhewbread. 10 Shelo- 
mith’s fon blafphemeth; his Sentence; and the law of 
blafphemy. 17 The law of murder 3, 18 of damage. 
23 The blafphemer is ftoned, 


that they 


2 Command the children of Ifrael, 
the light, 


bring unto thee pure oil olive beaten for 
to caufe the lamps to burn continually. 
3 Without the veil of the teftimony,in the taberna~ 


cle of the congregation, {hall Aaron ordcr it from the 


evening 





36 Lt is a filer: affeinbly, &c.] The Webrew word geatfireth, Fa 
reftraint,”’ or “ detention,” was aterm. ufed for tke laft day ofevery 
great feltival, becaufe all work was prohibited, and the people were 
detained in the holy places. 

39 On the eighth day fhall be a fabbath, &c.] Becaufe the featt 
happened in the time of vintage, when the fruits of the earth were 
gathered, it is called in Exod. xxiii. 16. the feaft of in-gathcrings. 
‘This day was peculiarly appropriated to this end, as the feven days 


‘preceding were to the commemorating their dwelling in tents; be- 


caufe on the feven preceding days, the Jews did dwell in tents, but 
on this eighth day they returned to their habitations. 

40 Ye spall rejace bfore the Lord, &¢.} ‘They were to fpend thefe 
feven davs in rejoking, and retu ting thanks to God, who had 
brought the:a fom the barren Wildernels, to a fertile country. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XXII 


We here find, that Ged enjoined the Jews to celebrate every year 
a general faft; and thar there thould be made a folemn stone- 
ment for fin; therefore fafting and huniiliation, are dutics abfo- 
lutely neceffary ; but fince the atonement was repeated every year, 
it was 2 fign thac fin was not then expiated, as iz has been finee, 
by the facrifice of Chrift. ‘The feat ot tabernacles, fhould remind 
us of the continual goodne!s of God; and we thould particularly 


ble& him, for redeeming us by his Son, 
EXPLANATORY ' 


The feaft of tabernacles, 


Befo 
fhall ye celebrate tc 


1490, 


‘The law of blafphemy. 


Before 
Caukist 
1490. 


CHAP: 


evening unto the morning before the Lory continu- 
ally: 7¢ /Aall dea ftatute for ever in your generations. 

4 He fhall order the lamps upon the pure candle- 
ftick before the Lorp continually. 

5 @ And thou fhalt cake fine flour, and bake twelve 
cakes thereof: two tenth deals fhall be in one cake. 

6 And thon fhalt fet them in two rows, fix ona row, 
upon the pure table befure the Loxp. 

7 And thou fhale put pure frankincenfe uponeach 
row, that it may be on the bread for a memorial, even 
an offvring made by fire unto the Lonrp. 

8 Every fabbath he fhall fet it in order before the 
Lory continually, deing taken-from the children of 
Hrael by an everlafling covenant. 

g And it fhall be Aaron’s and his fons’: and they 
fhall eat it in.the holy place : for it 2s moft holy unto 
him of the offerings of the Loxp made by fire by a 
perpetual ftature. 

10 © And the fon of an Ifraelitifh woman, whofe 
father was an Egyptian, went out among the children 
of Hrael: and this fon of the Ifraelitifh woman anda 
man of Ifrael ftrove together in the camp ; 

11 And the Ifraelitifh woman’s fon blafphemed 
the name of the LORD, and curfed. And they brought 
him unto Mofes: (and his mother’s name was Shelo- 
mith, the daughter of Dibri, of the tribe of Dan :) 

12 And they put him in ward, that the mind of the 
Lorp might be fhewed them. 

13 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

14 Bring forth him that hath curfed without the 
camp ; and let all that heard him lay their hands upon 
his head, and let all the congregation ftone him. 

15 And thou fhalt {peak unto the children of Ifrael, 
faying, Whofoever curfeth his God fhall bear his fin. 

16 And hethat blafphemeth thename of the Lorn, 
he fhall furely be putto death, andall the congregation 
fhall certainly flone him: as well the ftranger, as he 
that is born in the land, when he blafphemeth the 
name of tie LORD, thall be put to death. 

17 & And he that killeth any man fhali furely be 
put to death. : 

18 Andhethatkilletha-beaft fhall make it good; 
beaft forbeaft. . t spi 

19 And if aman caufeablemifh in his neighbour; 
as he hath done, fo fhall it be done to him; 

20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: 


eas A PE A ST SY 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 


6 Ix two rows, &e.] The cakes were placed one upon another, 
and fet lengthways over the breadth of the table. “Whey were ten 
hands breadth long, five hands breadth broad, and feven fingersthick. 

On the bread, &c.] According to the Hebrew it may be rendered, 
fe hs the bread,” that is offered unto God inftead of the bread which 
was given unto the priett. ; 

10 This fn of the Ifracliti{o woman and a man of [frael firove toge- 
ther, &c.| We are informed by the Jews, that this perfon attempted 
to fet uphis tent among the Danites, in right of his mother, who be- 
Jonged to their tribe ; and that being oppofed by the Ifraelites, and 
told, that as his father was an Egyptian, he had no right to do fo, 
that he was thereupon fo hurried away by rage, that he uttered blaf- 
phemics agaitt rhe Moft High. 7 : 

11 Blajpbemed, &¢c.} Some imagine that his caufe came before 
the judges, and that their determination was, he had noright to the 
privileges of a true Ifraelite; and that being aggrieved by the divine 
appointment, which made this diiinGion between the Ifraelites, 
and ftrangers, he audacioufly reproached both the law and the law- 
maker, and fet them all at defiance. Sortie! 

12 fat the mind of the Lord might be foewed them.] By which is 
meant that Mofes was to pronounce fentence, according to the di- 
rections of God. : : 

13 Let all the congregation fone Lim.] Accordingly each perfon 
prefent caft his fone at the blafphemer, to fignify that himfelf was 
wounded by tbe blow levelled by the impious perfon at the Al- 
mighty. The putting blafphemers to death has been looked upon 
as a moral law, as well among Chriftiansas Jews, and therefore fuch 
were condemned by Jultinian of old. . dao 

20 Eye for eye, roth for teh, &c.] Notwithitanding Chriftians live 
onder a milder difpenfation, and perhaps for that reafon may think 
this to have been a very fevere decree ; yet the laws of other nations; 
as well as the Jewith, thew they did not think it unreafonable ; for 
it obtained a place among the celebrated Roman laws of the twelve 


tribes, 
No. 11. 































XXV. 


as he hath caufed a blemifh ina man, fo fhail it be 
done to him again. ah foe 
21 And he that killeth a beaft, he fhall reftore it: 
and he that killeth a man, he fhall be put to death. 
22 Ye fhall have one manner of Jaw, as well for 
the ftranger, as for one of your own country: for I 
am the Lorp your God. ‘ 
23 Y And Mofesfpake unto the children of Ifrael, 
that they fhould bring forth him that had curfed out 
of the camp,and ftone him with ftones. Andthe chil- 
dren of Ifrael did as the Lonp commanded Mofes. 


C H AP. XXV. 


1 The fabbath of the feventh year. 8 The jubile in the 
Sifiteth year. 14 Oppreffion forbidden. 18 A bleffing 
promifed to obedience. 23 The redemption of land, 2g 
and of houfes. 35 Compaffion to be had of the poor: 
and ufury reftrained. 39 The ufage of bondfervants. 
47 The redemption of fervants. : 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes in mount Si- 
nai, faying, : 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto 
them, When ye come into the land whichI giveyou, 
then fhall the land keep a fabbath unto the Lorn. 

3 Six years thou fhalt fow thy field, and fix years 
thou fhalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the 
fruit thereof ; - 

4 But inthe feventh year fhall be a fabbath of reft 
unto the land,a fabbath for the Lory: thou thalt 
neither fow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard, 

§ That which groweth of its own accord of thy 
harveft thou fhalt not reap, neither gather the grapes 
of thy vine undreffed: for it isa year of reft unto 
the land. : 

6 And the fabbath of the land fhall be meat for 


}you ; for thee, and for thy fervant, and for thy maid, 


and for thy hired fervant, and for thy ftranger that 
fojourneth with thee, 

7 And for thy cattle, and for the beafts that are in 
thy land, {hall all the increafe thereof be meat. 

8 Z And thou fhalt number feven fabbaths of years 
unto thee, feven times feven years; and the fpace of 


the feven fabbaths of years fhall be unto thee,forty 
and nine years. 


9 Then fhalt thou caufe the trumpet of the jubile 
to 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIV. 


‘The law about the oil for the Jamps relates only to the external and 
ceremonial fervice of the Jews. The fhew-bread, confifting of 
twelve loaves, which were always expofed in the fanctuary, was 
a folemn acknowledgment, made by all the ifraclites, that they 
held all good things trom God ; which fhould teach Chriflians to 
be grateful for the bleffings he beftows upon-them. The law a- 
gainit blafphemers, and the example of him who was ftoned, is 
very remarkable and awful, and fhould infpire.us with extreme 
horror for blafphemy. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXV, 


2 The land keep a fabbath, &c.] Thus we find the fan@ification of 
the fabbath was the moft ancient of all divine inftitutions, calculated 
to preferve the knowledge and worfhip of God among men; Mofes 
therefore not only revived the obfervance of the weekly fabbath, but 
likewife inftituted a fabbatical year for the advancement of the ha- 
nour due thereto. / 

4. A fabbath of reff unto the dand.| "This fabbath or year of reft was . 
not appointed, that the tired land might acquire ftrength, whi-h is 
the ufual practice, but for an holy and religious reft, dedicated to 
God’s fervice, and typical of the eternal reft in heaven. 

8 Thou foalt ndmber fiven fabbaths of years, &c.1 Mofes, befides the 
fabbatical year, inftituted another, to be celebrated every fiftieth 
year ; when flaves were releafed, all debts cancelled, poffeffions re- 
ftored, &c. This law was a wife provifion for fixing the Jews in the 
land of Canaan, and for preferving the diftin€tion between tribes 
and families, by which that of the Meffiah, when born, might ces- 
tainly be known to be of the tribe of Judah, and lineage of David, as 
the prophets had predicted. 

g The trumpet of the jubile, &c.] It isin the Hebrew, jerxehask, 
i.e. the rrumpet of loud found, becaufe the trumpets were founded 
loud at che beginning, in every quarter of the land, to fignify thatthe 
whole year was to fe celebrated with great joy, it being intended 
to remind oes of their Egyptian bondage, and to prevent them 

° : from 





The fabbath of the feventh year. 


‘Before 
HRIST 


1499. 


1498.7 


: sone : : 


Before 


CHRIST 
x49. the day of atonement fhall ye make the trumpet 


“ing unto the number of years of the fruits he fhall 


to found, on the tenth day of the feventh month, in- 






















he fold it; that he may return unto his poffeffion. 

28 But ifhe be not able to reftore if to him, then 
that which is fold fhall remain in the hand of him 
that hath bought it until the year of jubile: and in 
the jubile it fhall go out, and he’ fhall return unto 
his poffeffion. ‘ 

29 G Andifa man fell a dwelling houfe ina walled 
city, then he may redeem it within a whole year after 
it is fold; within a full year may he redeem it. 

go And ifit be not redeemed within the fpace of a 
full year, then the houfe that ¢s in the walled city 
fhall be eftablifhed for ever to him that bought it 
throughout his generations: it fhall not go out in the 
.jubile. 

31 But the houfes of the villages which have no 
}wall round about them fhall be counted as the fields 
‘of the country: they may be redeemed, and they 

fhall go out in the jubile. . 
{| 32 Notwithfanding the cities of the Levites, and 
the houfes of the cities of their poffeffion, may the 
Levites redeem at any time. : 

33 And if a man purchale of the Levites, then the 
houfe that was fold, and the city of his poffeffion, 
fhall go out in the year of jubile: for the houfes of 
the cities of the Levites ave their poffeffion among 
the children of Ifracl. 

24 But the field of the fuburbs of their cities may 
not be fold; for it 7s their perpetual poffeffion. 

35 1 And if thy brother be waxen poor, and fallen 
in decay with thee; and thou fhalt relieve him: yea, 
though he be a ftranger, or a fojourner; that he may 
Hive with thee. 

36 Take thou no ufury of him, or increafe: but 
fear thy God; that thy brother may live with thee. 

37 Thou fhalt not give him thy money upon ufury, 
nor lend him thy viétuals for increafe. , 

38 I am the Lorn your God, which brought you 
forth out of the land of Egypt, to give you the land 
of Canaan, and to be your God. 

39 ZI And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be 
waxen poor, and be fold unto thee ; thou fhalt not 
compel him to ferve as a bondfervant: 

40 But as anhired fervant, and as a fojourner, he 
fhall be with thee, and fhall ferve thee unto the year 
of jubile: 

41 And then thall he depart from thee, both he and 
his children with him, and fhall return unto his own 
family, and unto the poffeffion of his fathers fhail lre 
return. 

42 For they are my fervants, which I brought 
forth out of the Jand of Egypt: they fhall not be 
fold as bondmen. 

43 Thou fhalt not rule over him with rigeur; but 
fhalt fear thy God. 


found throughout all your land. 

10 And ye thall hallow the fiftieth year, and pro- 
claim liberty throughout a// the land unto al! the in- 
habitants thereof: ic fthall be a jubile unto you; 
and ye fhall return every man unto his poffeffion, 
and ye fhall return every man unto his family. 

11 A jubile fhall chat fiftieth year be unto you: 
ye thall not fow, neither reap that which groweth of 
itfelf in it, nor gather the grapes in it of thy vine 
undreffed. 

12 For itis the jubile; it fhall be holy unto you: 
ye fhall eat the increafe thereof out of the field. 

13 In the year of this jubile ye fhall return every 
man unto his poffeffion. 

3149 And ifthou fell aught unto thy neighbour, 
or buyeft aught of thy brother’s hand, ye fhall not 
opprefs one another: ts 

15 According to the number of years after the 
jubile thou fhalt buy of thy neighbour, and accord- 


fell unto thee: 

16 According to the multitude of years thou fhalt 
increafe the price thereof, and according to the few- 
nefs of years thou fhalt diminifh the price of it; for 
according to the number of the years of the fruits doth 
he fell unto thee. ; 

17 Ye fhall not therefore opprefs one another; 
but thou fhale fear thy God: for I am the Lorp 
your God. 

18 & Wherefore ye fhall do my ftatutes, and keep 
my judgments, and do them; and ye fhall dwell in 
the land in fafety. 

1g And the land fhall yield her fruit, and ye thal! 
eat your fill, and dwell therein in fafety. 

30 And if ye fhall fay, What fhall we eat the fe- 
venth year? behold, we fhall not fow, nor gather in 
our increafe : 

21 Then I will command my bleffing upon you in 
the fixth year, and it fhall bring forth fruit for three 

ears. : ( 
. 22 And ye fhall fow the eighth year, and eat yet of 
old fruit until the ninth. year; until her fruits come 
in ye fhall eat of the old fore. 

23 % The land fhall not be fold for ever: for the 
land zs mine; for ye ave ftrangers and fojourners 
with me. : - - 

24.And in all the Jand of your poffeffion ye fhall 
grant a redemption for the land. 

25 If thy brother be waxen poor, and hath fold 
away fome of his ‘poffeffion, and if any of his kin 
come to redeem it, then fhall he redeem that which 
his brother fold. ‘ ‘ 

26 And if the man have none to redeem it, and |, 


himfelf be able to redeem it; 
44 Both 





ne 
might purchafe honfes within walled cities, as being moft convenient 
for thofe who were fuppofed to live by trade. ; 

34 But the field of the fuburbs, &e.J the Hebrews inform us, that 
round the cities of the Levites, a thoufand cubits (about a quarter of 
a mile) was meafured for their fuburbs; without which, all round, 
were meafured two thoufand more, to feed their cattle in, and for 
vineyards: this portion being undivided, and lying in common, no 
particular perfon‘had any power to bargain for ir. 

* 36 May live with thee.] That is, may live happily with thee. 

39 Thou fhalt not compel kim to ferve as a bond fervam,] That is, 
he ‘fhould not be treated as a flave whom they bought of other na- 
tions, or took in their wars, over whom they had an abfolute domi- 
nion, and might fell them and their children at pleafure. | 

42 They are my fervanis, &c.} The meaneft, as well as the moft 
opulent Ifraclite, was the peculiar fervant and worthipper of the true 
God, and therefore‘as ferving one common mafter, they were fe- 
cured from the flavery and oppreffion of their brethren. 

43 Thou foalt net rule over him avith rigour, &c.] The practice 
againft which this precept is levelled, is but too frequent amang 
men; and it is a melancholy confideration, that Chriftians fhould 
violate it, by their inhuman treatment of their negro-flaves in che 
American colonies ; and notwithftanding the Jewifh rabbins affert, 
that a man may ufe his flave as he pleafes, provided he does not 


maim him; yet this is contrary to religion and humanity. 
GENERAL 


from the like oppreffian of their own brethren. It is very remarka- 
ble, that the laft year of-our Saviaur's life was a year of jubile, anid 
the very Jaft that ever was. kept ; which verifies the conféffion of the 
book of Zohar, wherein we are.cold, that ‘the divine glory fhould 
be freedom and redemption ina yearof jubile.”?- : : 

15 Srcording 10 the number of years, &c.] In this law there was not 
the leaft injuftice, nor any reafon to complain; fince every purchafer 
of aneftate was well apprifed of the year of jubile-y-and in the fale of 
Jands it was always confidered, when they foildat an higher or lower 
price, according asthe jubile was nearer or more remote. - 

20 Lf ye feall jay, What foall we eat, &c.] Inorder that they might 
not objeét againtt fo wife and good a law, the Almighty graciouffy | 
promifed them, that their lands fhould bring forth fo abundantly in 
the preceding: year, as fhould be fufficient to fupply all their wants. 

23 The land is mine, &c.] God inthis expreffion {peaks to them in 
conformity to their idea of him as a local deity, who preferred the 
land of Judea to all other countries for his perfonal refidence. 

29 Ifa nan fell a davelling honfe; &c.] Houfes in the city, if 
not redcemed within a year, were never more to return to their fir 
owner, not even at the jubile; bur country houfes, as being a part 
of their hereditary eftates, were fubje€t to the fame law as their 
eftates. This provifion feems to have been made for the encourage- 
ment of ftrangers and profelytes to come and fettle among them, 
who, though'they could not purchafe land to them and their heirs, yet 
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The year of jubile. ~ LEVITICUS. Ufury forbidden, 


27 Then let him count.the years of the fale there-_Before 


of, and reftore the overplus unto the man to whom CUR!ST 
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The redemption of fervants. 
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XXVI.. 


A bleffing pronounced to obedtence. 
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aon alt have, /hall Le of the heathen that areround about 


44 Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids,which thou 


you; of them thall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. 
45 Moreover of the children of the ftrangers that 

do fojourn among you, of them fhall ye buy, and 

of their families that ave with you, which they be-: 


gat in your Jand: and they fhall be your poffeffion. fj 


46 And ye fhall take them as an inheritance for 
your children after you, to inherit them for a pof- 
feffion; they fhail be your bandnuien for ever: but 
over your brethren the children of Ifracl, ye fhall 
not rule one over another with rigour. 

47 9 And if a fojourner or flranger wax rich by 
thee, and thy brother ¢hat dwel!cth by him wax poor, 
and fell himfclf unto the ftranger or fojourner by 
!thee, orto the ftock of the ftranger’s family : 

48 After that he is fold he may be redeemed 
again; one of his brethren may redeem him: 

49 Hither his uncle, or his uncle’s fon, may re- 
deein him, or any that is nigh of kin unto him of 
his family may redeem him; or if he-be able, he 
may redeem himfelf. 


50 And he fhall reckon with him that bought him {- 


from the year that he was fold to him unto the year 


of jubile: and the price of his fale fhall be ac-}- 


cording unto the number of years, according to the 
time of an hired fervant fhall it be with him. 


5: If there be yet many years éechind, according | 


unto them he fhall give again the price of his re- 
demption out of the money that he was bought for. 

52 And if there remain but few years unto the 
year of jubile, then he fhall count with him, and ac- 
cording unto his years fhall he give him again the 
price of his redemption. 

53 And asa yearly hized fervant fhall he be with 
him: and the other fhall not rule with rigour over 
chim in thy fight. : 

54 And if he be not redeemed in thefe years, then 
he fhall go out in the year of jubile, both he, and 
his children with him. 

55 For unto me the children of Ifrael are fervants; 
they are my fervants whom I brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt: I am the Lorp your God. 


C HA PL XXVI.. 

1 Againfiidolatry. 3 A bleffing is promifed to them that 
hecp the commandments. 14 A curfe is denounced 
aguinft thofe that break them. 40 God promifeth to 
remember thofe that repent. 

ee fhail make you no idols nor graven image, 

neither rear you up a ftanding image, neither 


fhall ye fet up any image of {tone in your land, tof} 


bow down unto it: for I am the Lorp your God. 
2 Ye thall keep my fabbaths, and reverence my 
fanétuary: I am the Lorp. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXV. 

In this chapter we find,. ft, How great a fin it is before God, to 
lend money to neceffitous perfons upon hard and unjuft cerms ; and 
that the poor and ftrangers are to be treated with equity and hu- 
manity. "The fecond is, That Gad would not have the Jews fub- 
ject thofe of thcir own nation to flavery, nor ufe too much rigour 
to ftrange flaves; which fhould teach Chriftian mafters not to be 
too rigorous towards their own fervants; and to remember that 
their fervants, and they themfelves too, have a mafter in heaven; 
and that with him there is no refpect of perfons, £4. vi. 9. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 

1 d flanding image.| Suppofed to have been a kind of rude 
ftones which the heathens ereéted to their gods, and to which they 
paid divine worhhip. 

Any image of fione, &t.] "The words in the original fignify a 
picture ftone, or ftones painted with pitiures, like thofe of the 
Egyptian hieroglyphics. The Septuagint render it, A ftone confe- 
crated to the gods in pidiures, or the tutelar deitics of the country. 

4 1 wil give you rain in die feafin, &c.| It was unufual in Canaan 
and Syria, to have rain burt ac two feafons; in the fpring before 
harveft, and at the end of autumn at feed time; called by the pro- 
pher, ‘¢ the former and the latter rain,” Fer. v.24. Wheneither 
of thefe failed, the year was quite barren; hence thefe countries 
were fubject to famine. This promife therefore of rain in due fea- 
fon was a moft gracious one, and a blrffing invaluable, 






















3 Dif ye walk in my ftatutes, and keep my com- 
mandments, and do them; : 

4 Then I will-give yourain in dae feafon, and the 
land fhall yield her increafe, and the trees of the 
field fhall yield their fruit: es 

5 And your threfhing fhall reach unto the vintage, 
and the vintage fhall reach unto the fowing time: 
and ye fhall eat your bread to the full, and dwell in 
your land fafely. 


6 And I will give peace in the fand, and ye fhall - 


lie down, and none fhall make'you afraid: and I wilt 
rid evil beafts out of the lund, neither fhall the fword 
go through your land. 

7 Andye fhall chafe your enemies, and they fhall 
fall before you by the fword. 

_ 8 And five of you thall chafe an hundred, and an 
hundred of you fhall put ten thoufand to flight: and 
your enemies fhall tall betore you by the fword. 

9 For I will have refpeét unto you, and make you 
fruittul, and multiply you, and eftablifh my cove- 
nant with you. 

10 And ye fhall eat old ftore, and bring forth the 
old becaufe of the new. o 

11 And [ will fet my tabernacle among you: and 
my foul fhall not abhor you. , 

12 And IJ will waik among you, and will be your 
God, and ye fhall be my people. : 

13 I am the Lorp your God, which brought you 
forth out of the land ot Egypt, that ye fhould not be 
their bondmen; and I have broken the bands of 
your yoke, and made you go upright. 

14 @Butif ye will nothearken unto me, and will 
not do all thefe commandments ; 

15 And if ye fhall defpife my ftatutes,’ or if your 
foul abhor my judgments, fo that ye will not do all 
my commandments, bué that ye break my cove- 


‘fant: 


16 I alfo will do this unto you; i will even ap- 
point over you terror, confumption, and the burn- 
ing ague, that fhall confume the eyes, and caufe 
forrow of héart: and ye fhall fow your feed in vain, 
‘for your enemies fhall eat it. 

“tg And I wiil fet my face againft you, and ye fhall 
be flainbefore your enemies: they that hate you 
fhall reign over you; and ye fhall. flee when none 
purfueth you. 

18 And if ye will not yet for all this he¢arken unto 
me, then I will punifh you feven times more for 
your fins. 

1g AndI will break the pride of your power ; and 
J will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as 
brafs: : 

20 And your ftrength fhall be fpent in vain: for 
your land fhall not yield her increafe, neither fhall 


the trees of the land yield their fruits. 
: 21 And 


5 Your threfbing feall reach unto the vintage, &c.| Here God pro- 
mifed that their fruits fhould be produced in fuch abundance, that 
they fhould f{earce have time enough to receive and difpofe of one 
blefling before another was fhowered upon them: before they had 
reaped their corn, their vintage would be ready; and before the 
vintage was finifhed, the fowing feafon would commence. ‘* The 
plowman overtook the reaper, and the treader of grapes him that 
foweth feed.” dass iX. 13. 





10 Bring forth the eld becaufe of the new.| Ye fhall have fo large | 


a ftock of the old corn remaining at harveft, that ye fhall be obliged 
to remove the former, in order to make room for the latter. 

13 Made you go upright.) This is a metaphor taken from a perfon 
lightened of his load; it fignifies, liberty, eafe, and pleafure. 

16 Terror, coxfumption, and the burning ague, &c.J The Hebrew 
word rendered “terror,” fignifies the difea‘e called an epilepfy, or 
falling ficknefs. ‘* Confumption” is, in the interlineary tranfla- 
tions, rendered the phthyfick; but inthe Vulgate, Septuagint, and 
Chaldee, want or famine. The Hebrew word fachepath is varioully 
rendered. Somceimagine it to be an heétic fever. an 

19 1 qwitl make jour heaven as iron, and your earth as bbe STs 
isa figurative expreffion, conveying an awful idea of the ‘anger of 
God ; the heavens are reprefented as impenetrable to rain, as iron ; 


-and the earth as having its vegetation ftores locked up beneath 2 


furface of brafs: from whence a dreadful famine mutt be the confe- 
quence. I 
22 
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A curfe denounced againft dufobedience. 


- Before 


21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not 


CHRIST hearken unto me; I will bring feven times more 


2ggx. 


plagues upon you according to your fins. 
22 I will alfo fend wild beafts among you, which 
fhall rob you of your children,and deftroy your cattle, 


and make you few in number; and your high ways: 


Lhall be defolate. ; 

23 And ifye will not be reformed by me by thefe 
things, but will walk contrary unto me ; 

' .94 Then will I alfo walk contrary unto you, and 
‘will punifh you yet feven times for your fins. 

25 And I will bring a {word upon you, that fhall 
avenge the quarrel of my covenant: and when yc are 
gathered together within your cities, I will fend the 
peftilence among you; and ye fhall be delivered into 
the hand of the ‘enemy. 

26 Aud when I have broken the ftaff of your bread, 
ten women fhall bake your bread in one oven, and 
they fhall deliver you your bread again by weight: 
and yc fhall eat, and not be fatisfied. 

27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto 
-me, but walk contrary unto me ; 

28 Then I will walk contrary unto you alfo in 
fury.; and I, even I, will chaftife you feven times 
for your fins. 

29 And ye ‘fhall eat the flefh of your fons, and the 
flefh of your daughters fhall ye eat. 

go'And I will deftroy your high p‘aces, and cut 
down your images, and caft your carcafes upon the 
carcafes of your idols,.and my foul fhall abhor you. 

gt And I will make your cities wafte, and bring 
your fantuaries unto defolation, and I will not fmell 
the favour of your fweet odours. 

32 And I will bring the land into defolation : and 
your enemies which dwell therein {hall be aftonifhed 
at it. 

33 And I will fcatter you among the heathen, and 
will draw out a fword after you: and your land fhall 
be defolate, and your cities wafte. 

34 Then fhall the Jand enjoy her fabbaths, as long 
as it lieth defolate, and ye 4e in your enemies’ land; 
even then {hall the land reft, and enjoy her fabbaths. 

35 Aslong asit lieth defolate it fhall reft; be- 
caule it did not reft in your fabbaths, whea ye dwelt 
upon it. 

36 And uponthem that are left alzve of you I will 
fend.a faintnefs into their hearts in the lands of their 
enemies; and the-found of a fhaken leaf fhall chafle 
them; and they fhall flee, as flecing from a {word ; 
and they fhall fall when none purfueth. 


ee EEEEEITnE ERASERS 

22 1 ail alfafend wild beaffs, &c.] This isa metaphorical expref- 
fion, fignifying wicked and tyrannical rulers, who prey upon the 
dives and fortunes of their people. 

26 Ten women fall bake your bread in one oven, &c.} So great was 
to be the threatened fearcity, that one oven fhould be fufficient to 
bake the bread for ten families. . 

28 Seven times for your fins,| i.e. I will punifh you with new and 
more grievous punifhments : fulfilled in their captivity in the days of 
Manaffeh, Jehotakin, and Zedekiah. Thefe latter calamities, both 
for extent and duration, were at leaft feven times greater than their 
fufferings by the Philiftines, and neighbouring nations. : 

29 Ye foal eat the fica of your fons, &c.] ‘This was the foreft cala- 
mity that could befall a people. It is defcribed in Dent. xxviii. 53, 
&c, and happened to this rebellious people in the fiege of Samaria, 
2 Kings vie 29. in the fiege of Jerufalem, before the Babylonifh cap- 
tiviry, Lam. iv. ro. and in the deftruction of it by the Romans; the 
horrors of which were very: tremendous. : 

30 / will defiriy your high places] i. ¢. The places where yon wor- 
fsip your idols and images. - . . 

34 Then foall the land refty and enjry ber fabbaths.| Which before 
your covetoufnefs would not fuffer to reft in the fabbatical years. 
This expreffion intimates, that the very ground would be re-created. 
when rid of its finfulinhabitants, for whom it was wearied and fa- 
tigued in bringing forth food. : : 

36 The found of a foaken leaf foall chafe them, &e.J i.e. Twill fill 
them with fuch timidity, that they fhall be afraid of their own fha- 
dow, and tremble at the fhaking ofaleaf. 

38 The land of yur enemies fhall eat you up.) i.e. You fhall be fwal- 
lowed up or loft in the body of another nation, and fhall never re- 
turn more tothe promifed land. This fentence was execured in the 
captivity of the ten tribes, who never did return, nor were ever 
heard of. 
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| up the book of ftatutes. 


Mercy to the penitent. 


37 And they fhall fall one upon another, as it were Before 


before a fword, when none purfueth: and ye fhal 
have no power to ftand before your enemies. 
38 And ye fhall perifh among the heathen, and the 
land of your enemies fhall eat you up. ‘ 
39 And they that are left of you thall pine away 


{in their iniquity in your enemies’ lands; and alfo in 


the iniquities of their fathers fhall they pine away 

with them. - 

40 @ If they hall confefs their iniquity, and the 
iniquity of their fathers, with their trefpafs which 
they trefpafled againit me, and that. alfo they have 
walked contrary unto me; 

41 And that Lalfo have walked contrary unto them, 
and have brought them into the Jand of their ene- 
mies; if then theiruncircumcifed hearts be humbled, 
and they then accept of the punifhment of. their in- 
iquity : . 

42 Then will I remember my covenant with Ja- 
cob, and.alio my covenant with Haac, and alfo ‘my 
covenant with Abraham. will I remember; and I will 
remember the land. \ 

43 Vhe land alfo fhall be left of them, and fhall en- 
joy ber fabbaths, while fhelieth defolate withoutthem: 
and they fhall accept of the punifhment of their ini- 
quity : becaufe, even becaufe they difpifed my judg- 
ments, and becaufe their foul abhorred my ftatutes. 

44 And yet forall that, when they be in the land 
of their enemies, I will not caft them away, neither 
will I abhor them to deftroy them utterly, and to 
break my covenant with them: for I am the Lorp 
their God. 

45 But I will for their fakes remember the cove- 
nant of their anceftors, whom I brought forth out of 
the land of Egypt in the fight of the heathen, that I 
might be their God: Iam the Loxp. 

40 Thefe wre the ftatutes and judgments and laws, 
which the Lory made betweenhim and the children 
of Ifrae] in Mount Sinai by the hand of Mofes. 

C H A PP XXVIII, 

1 Ie that maketh a fingular vow mufi be the Lord’s. 93 
The eflimation of the perfon ; 9 of a beaft given ty vow; 
14 of ahoufe ; 16 ofa field, and the redemption there= 
of. 26 No man may fenilify the Lord’s firfilings. 
28 No devoted thing may bc redeemed. 30 The tithe 
zs holy, and may not be changed. 

roe the Lorb fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay 
unto them, When a'‘man fhall inake a fingular vow, 
the perfous /hall be for the Lory by thy eltimation. 

3 I And 


40—45 Lf they fall canfefi—l will fur their fakes vr. member the cxvea 
vant, &c.} One of the paflages of fcripture is this from whence the 
Jews derive their hopes of a temporal deliverance ; but fince the 
Mofaic difpenfation is at an end, they can lay no claim to fuch pro- 
mifes, unlefs they previoufly embrace Chriftianity; unlefsthey con- 
fefs their iniquiry in crucifying the Lord of glory, the true Meffiah; 
which when they do, God will for their fakes, that is, their ancef 
tors who believed in Chrift thar was to come, remember the land. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVI. 


We ought to liften very attentively to the curfes contained in this 
chapter; and which, we fee clearly, were all to happen to the 
people of Ifrael, by reafon of their fins. God vificed them upon 
divers occafions, by famine, death, war, and other fcourges; and 
at lait delivered them up to their enemies, and drove them out of 
the land of Canaan, when they were carried away captive into 
Affyria and Babylon, and at Jaft deftroyed by the Romans. Buc 

- we alfo fee here the promifes of the re-eltablithment of the Jews, 
which partly happened when they returned from their captivity ; 
and which will be entirely accompliihed in the larter times, when 
they thall be converted. Thefe are noble and ftrong evidences of 
the divinity of the fcriptures; and this example of the Jews fhould 
make us dread the curfes denounced in the gofpelagainit impeni- 
tent finners; efpecially fince thofe curfes are much more wrrible 
than thofe we have now read. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIIL 


2 Wien a man feall make a fingular wow) i.e. When he fhall pro~ 
mife in a folemn manner to feparate any common thing to a facred 
ufe. This chapter concerning vowsis added as an appendix, clofing 
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‘The eftimation of perfons vowed. CHAP. XXVIII. Things devoted may not be redeemed. 


Before 


CHRIST pwenty years old even unto fixty years old, even thy 


1493- 


19 And if he that fanétified the field will in any 
wife redeem it, then he fhall add the fifth part of the® 
money of thy eftimation unto it, and it fhall be af 
fured to him. 

2o And ifhe will not redeem the field, or if he 
have fold the ficld to another man, it fhall not be 
redeemed any more. , 

21 But the field, when it goeth out in the jubile, 
fhall be holy unto the Lurpyas a field devoted; the 
poffeffion thereof thall be the pricit’s, 

22 Andifa man fan@ify unto the Lorp a field 
which he hath bought, which zs not of the fields of 
his poffeffion ; 

23 Then the prieft fhall reckon unto him the 
worth of thy eftimation, even unto.the year of the 
jubile: and he fhall give thine eftimation in that 
day, as a holy thing unto the Lorn. 

24 In the year of the jubile the ficld fhall return 
unto him of whom it was bought, even to him to 
whom the poffeffion of the land did belong. 

25 And all thy cftimations fhall be according ta 
the fhekel of the fanétuary ; twenty gerahs fhall be 
the fhekel. 

26 © Only the firflling of the beafts, which fhould 
be the Lorn’s firftling, no man fhall fan@ify it; 
whether zi Ze ox, or fheep: it zs the Lorp’s. 

27 And ifét éc of an unclean beatt, then he fhall 

redeem it according to thine eftimation, and thall 
adda fifth part of it thereto: or if it be not redeemed, 
then it fhall be fold according to thy eftima- 
tion. : ; 
28 @ Notwithflanding no devoted thing, that a 
man fhall devote unto the Loxp of all that he hath, 
both of man and beaft, and of the field of his poffef- 
fion, fhall be fold or redeemed: every devoted thing 
zs moft holy unto the Lorp. 

29 None devoted, which fhall be devoted of men, 
fhall be redeemed; du fhall furely be put to death. 

30 @ And all the tythe of the land, whether of the 
feed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, zs the 
Lonrp’s: #7s'holy unto the Lorp. 

g1 And if a man will at all redeem aught of his 
tithes, he fhall add thereto the fifth part thereof. 

g2 And concerning the title of the herd, or of the 
flock, even of whatfoever paffcth under the rod, the 
tenth fhall be holy unto the Lorn, 

33 He fhall not fearch whether it be good or bad, 
neither fhall he change it: and if he change it at 
all, then both it and the change thereof fhall be 
holy; it fhall not be redeemed. 

_34 Thefe arc the commandments which the Lorn 
commanded Mofes for the children of Ifracl in mount 
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3 2 And thy eftimation fhall be of the male from 


eftimation fhall be fifty fhekely of filver, after the 


fhekel of the fanétuary. 

4 And if it dea female, then thy cftimation fhall 
be thirty fhekels. 

5 And if 2 ée from five years old even unto twenty 
years old, then thy eftimation fhall be of the male 
twenty fhekels, and for the female ten fhekels. 

6 And if 2 ée from a month old even unto five 
years old, then thy eftimation fhall be of the male five 
fhekels of filver, and for the female thy eftimation 

Jfiall be three thekels of filver. 

g And if 7 de from fixty years old and above; if 
it be a male, then thy eftimation fhall be fifteen fhe- 
kels, and for the female ten fhekels. 

8 But if he be poorer than thy eftimation, then he 
fhall prefent himfelf before the pricft, and the prieft 
fhall value him; according to his ability that vowed 
fhall the prieft valuc him. 

g © And if ¢ dc a beaft, whereof men bring an 
offering unto the Lorn, all that any max giveth of 
fuch unto the Lown fhall be holy. 

to He fhall not alter it, nor change it, a good for 
a bad, or a bad for a good: and if he flrall at all 
change beaft for beaft, then it and the exchange 
thereof fhall be holy. 

11 snd if dt be any unclean beaft, of which they 
do not offer a facrifice unto the Lorn, themhe fhall 
prefent the beaft before the prieft : 

12 Andthe pricft fhall value it, whether it be good 
or bad: as thou valueft it, who art the prieft, fo 
fhall it be. 

13 But if he will at all redeem it, then he fhall 
add a fifth fart thereof unto thy eftimation. . 

14 G And when a man fhall fanétify his houfe to de 
holy unto the Lorn, then the prieft thall eftimate it, 
whether it be good or bad: as the prieft fhall efti- 
mate it, fo fhall it ftand. 

15 And if he that fanétified it will redeem his 
houfe, then he fhall add the fifth part of the money 
of thy eftimation unto it, and it fhall be his. 

46 @ And ifa man fhall fan€tify unto the Lorp 
ame part of a field of his poffeffion, then thy eftima- 
tion fhall be according to the feed thereof: an 
homer of barlcy feed _/hall be valued at fifty fhekels of 
filver. 

17 fhe fanétify his field from the year of jubile, 
xccording to thy eftimation it fhall ftand. 

r8 But if he fanétify his field after the jubile, then 
the pricft fhall reckon unto him the moncy accord- 
ing to the years that remain, even unto the year of 
the jubile, and it fhall be abated from thy eftimation. 


rn LSS 
redeemed, but fhall furely die, i.e. be fhall die in that devoted 
ftate. Our tranflation indeed has it, ‘* he thall furely be put to 
death ;”? which is not to be underftood of being facrificed, or put 
toa violent death ; but that he is to continue till death in a devoted 
ftate. Seer Sat. rt. . 

32 Whatever paffith under the rod, &c.} This the Jews pretend al- 
ludes to the tything rod, colourcd with oker, with which the perfon 
placed himfelf ar the door of the fold, numbered the cattle as they 
cameout, and markedevery tenth with his rod. The manner of deci- 
mating cattle was this: they fhur up a!l the lambs, kids, or calves, 
in a ftable, having but one door, fo narrow that two could not pafs 
abreaft, and then brought thcir dams to the door, that the young 
ones hearing their voice, might ftrive to get out by paffing under 
the rod; as faftas they came out, thofe who ttood by marked every 
tenth with red Iead, and whether a male or female, with or without 
blemifh, the owner faid, This fhall be confecrated to pay the 


tythes. 


The perfans (hill be fur the Lord by thy cflimation.] When a man 
confeerated himfelf or his child to the fervice of the tabernacle, 
fuch as weeping the floor, carrying out afhes, running on errands, 
or the like, the perfons fo confecrated fhall be for the Lord: that 
is, God will accept the good will; but feeing there was an whole 
tribe devoted to this fervice, thofe who were vowed, were not 
wanted, but were to be redeemed; and the redempzion-money was 
appropriated to defray the expence of repairing the tabernacle, and 
other matters. 

10 He faall nit alter, nor change, &ta] The word here rendered 
sc Alter” fignifies the fubfiruting any other kind of beaft or thing in 
irs lead; bat * change,” the giving any other beaft of the fame 
fpecics, inftead of it. 

16 dt homer of barley feed foall be walued. at fifty Sforkels, Se.) 
?,e. As much land as an homer of barley will fow, fhall be rated 
at fifty thekels, which was equivalent to about five pounds feven 
thillings of our money. The homor, Exed. xvi, 16, 36, was the 
tenth part ofan cphah ; but the homer, or meafure fpoken of in 
this place, tenephahs, thar is abour ten bufhels. 

109) Le phatl add de firth part, &e.] Tf afterwards the owner was 
inclined to redeern himfelf, he might not purchafe his redemption 

fo cheap as another, but was to add a fifth part of the price; thus f 
God would Jead men into a ferious confideration before they made 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVII. 


This chapter affords us chiefly the following inttru@ion: That 
yows ought to be religioufly obferved; and that when a thing 
has been devoted to God, and to holy ufes, it cannot be applied 
to any other, without the guile of facrilege, We learn hence 
likewife, that we fhould not be guilty ofany fraud in that which 
we fet apart for divine fervice, or other religious ufes; but ac 
fincerely, and give with pleafure, even the beft and moft pre- 


‘cious of our fubslance. 
Pp EXPLANATORY 


a vow. 

29 Nowe diated, vobich ral he devated of meny foall be vedeemed; 
bir feall frets be prt ta dak. Thete words have been the occafion 
of much difpute among fome commentators ; but the true meaning 
feemsto be this: every thing which is devoted of men fhall not be 
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The Fourth BOOK of MOSES, 


CAL &E-D 


NUMBER S. 





THE ARGUMENT. 


This Look rececves its title from the numbering the Ifraelites in the fecond year after they came out of Egypt. It is here 
worth obferving, that though the names of the five books of Mofes were borrowed from the Greek, yet this is the only 
book whofe title is rendered into Englifh, each of the other books retaining the Greek words, viz. Genefis, Exodus, Le- 
viticus, and Deuteronomy. This book recites frvcral remarkable events of the hifterical kind, bcfides many additi- 
onal laws, civil and religious, comprehending, in the whole, a fpace of about thirty-eight years and nine months. 


‘ : = 


CHAP 4. 


God commandeth Mofes to number the people. 5 The 
princes of the tribes. 17 The numbering of the people. 
20, 22, Fe. The number of each tribe. 44 The fum 
total. 47 The Levites are cxempted for the fervice of 
the tabernacle. 


» 


ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes in the wilder- 
nefs of Sinai, inthe tabernacle of the congre- 
gation, on the firft day of the fecond month, in the 
fecond year after they were come out of the land of 
Egypt, faying, 

2 Take ye che fum of all the congregation of the 
children of Ifrael, after their families, by the houfe 
of their fathers, with the number of ¢heir names, 
every male by their polls ; 

3 From twenty years old and upward, all that are 
able to go forth to war in Ifrael: thou and Aaron 
fhall number them by their armies. 

4 And with you there fhall be a man of every 
tribe ; every one head of the houfe of his fathers. 

§ @ And thefe gre the names of the men that fhall 
ftand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the 
fon of Shedeur. 

6 Of Simeon; Shelumicl the fon of Zurifhaddai. 

g OF Judah; Nafhon the fonof Amminadab. 

8 OF Iffachar; Nethanee! the fon of Zuar, 

g OF Zcbulun: Eliab the fon cf Helon. 

10 Of the children of Jofeph : of Ephraim; Eli- 
fhama the fon of Ammihud: of Manaffeh; Gamaliel 
the fon of Pedahzur. 

11 Of Benjamin; Abidan the fon of Gideoni. 

12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the fon of Ammifhaddai. 

13 Of Afher; Pagicl the fon of Ocran. 

14 Of Gad; Eliafaphb the fon of Deuel. 

15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the fon of Enan. 


a et SP 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. 1. 


1 The Lord fpake unto Mofes] Now it was about thirteen months 
fince the Ifraclires had left Egypt, twelve of which they had refided 
at Mourt Sinai, in which place they received all the preceding laws; 
but before they left this ftlation, Mofes and Aaron received an order 
from God to make a general mufter, and take an exa@t poll of all 
the Hebrew men, from twenty years of age and upwards, the Le- 
vites excepted. 

On the fof day cf ihe ford mouth, &c.] For feveral reafons this 
general mufter of the people fecms to have been ordered ; for by it 
the accomplifhment of the promife God made to Abraham, of mul- 
tiplying his feed, was evidently feen to be fulfilled, by their increafe 
from feventy-live perfons, to upwards of fix hundred thoufand. By 
this means alfo, God’s promifes fer afcertaining the genealogy of 
the Mefliah, by a careful diitin ian of cach particular tribe, family, 
and houfhold. "Vhe word -* all,’?3s not ro be underftood abfolute- 
ly, for the women wereexcepted ; all the males under twenty years 
éfage, the Levites, and thofe who were difabled through age or in- 
firmity. The cattom ef numbering all that were capable of bearing 

. + 


16 Thefe were the renowned of the congregation, - Below, 


princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thou-~ 1499. 
fands in Ifrael. ; 

17 2 And Mofesand Aaron took thefe men which 
are expreffed by thezy names : 

18 And they affembled all the congregation toge- 
ther on the firft day of the fecond month, and they 
declared their pedigrees after their families, by the 
houfe of their fathers, accurding to the number of 
the names, from twenty years old and upward, by 
their polls. 

19 As the Lornp commanded Mofes, fo he num- 
bered them in the wildernefs of Sinai. 

20 @ Andthe children of Reuben, Ifrael’s eldeft 
fon, by their generations, after their families, by the 
houfe of their fathers, according to the number of 
their names, by their polls, every male from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war ; 

214 Thofethat were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Reuben, were forty and fix thoufand and 
five hundred. 

22 @ Of the children of Simeon, by their genera- 
tions, after their families, by the houfe of their fa- 
thers, thofe that were numbered of them, according 
to the number of the names, by their polls, every 
male from twenty years old and upward, all that were 
able to go forth to war; 

23 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Simeon, were fifty and nine thoufand and 
three hundred. 

24 4 Of the children of Gad, by their generations, 
after their families, by the houfe of their fathers, 
according to the number of the names, from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war; 

25 Thofe 
a een rene 
arms, and obliging them ro go forth to battle, was common among 
ether nations, as well asthe Jews ; and hence itis, we read of fach 
mighty armies being fent into the field, as appears fearcely credible 

in thefe days. 

5 OS the tribe of Reubrn, &e.] We thould obferve, that the tribes 
are not placed in the order of their birth, but of their mothers who 
bare them, the children of Leah firft; then of Rachel; and laftly, 
the children of the two handmaids. 

14 The fon of Deucl.) Who is called Reucl, chap. ii. 14. 

16 Thife weve the renowwed cf the covgregatin, princes, SOY i ee 
They were perfons of rank and diftin¢tion in their refpective tribes ; 
this ts evident, from their noble offerings at the dedivation of the al- 
tar, chap. vii. 2. It is very probable they were judges and officers. 

23 Of the tribe of Simear, &c.] Seeing thathe had fix children at 
his defcentinto Egypt, and Reuben but tour, the greater increafe of 
this tribe may be accounted for upon natural reafons. This obfer- 
vation will alfo hold good of the inereafe of the tribsof Gad, when 
compared with this, though the exertion of an extraordinary provi- 


dence mutt be called in to account for the vat increafe of the tribes 
of Judah, Tfachag, and Dan. 
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The number of men of war in cach tribe. CHAP. II. The Levites not numbered with the reft. 
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25 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Gad, were forty and five thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty. 

269 Of the children of Judah, by their generations, 
after their familics, by the houfe of their fathers, ac- 
cording to the number of their names, from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war ; 

27 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Judah, weere threefcorc and fourteen thou- 
fand and fix hundred. 


28 G Of the children of Iffachar, by their genera— 


tions, after their families, by the houfe of their fa- 
thers, according to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go 
forth to war ; 

29 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Iffachar, were fifty and four thoufand and 
four hundred. : 

30 © Of the children of Zebulun, by their gene- 
rations, after their families, by the houfe of their fa- 
thers, according to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war ; 

31 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Zcbulun, were fifty and feven thoufand and 
four hundred. 

32 U Of the children of Jofeph, namely, of the chil- 
dren of Ephraim, by their generations, after their 
families, by the houfe of their fathers, according to 
the number of the names, from twenty years old and 
upward, all that were able to go forth to war; 

33 Thole that wcre numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Ephraim, were forty thoufand and five hun- 
dred. 

34 G Of the children of Manaffch, by their gene- 
rations, after their families, by the houfe of their fa- 
thers, according to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war; 

35 Thole that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Manaffeh, were thirty and two thoufand 
and two hundred. / 

36 § Of the children of Benjamin, by their gene- 
rations, after their families, by the houfe of their 
fathers, according to the number of their names, 
from twenty years old and upward, all that were 
able to go forth to war; : 

37 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of 
the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five thoufand 
and four hundred. 

38 q Of the children of Dan, by their generations, 
after their families, by the houfe of their fathers, ac- 
cording to the number of the names, from twenty 
years old and upward, all that were able to go forth 
to war ; 

39 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Dan, were threefeore and two thoufand and 
feyen hundred. : 

404 Of the childrenof A ther, by their generations, 
after their families, by the houle oftheir fathers,accord- 
ing to the number of the names, from twenty years old 
and upward, all that were able to go forth to war; 

41 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 


£6 All they that evere numb.red, &-.) Thus the fam total-of this 
mutter, fix hundred and three thoufaud, five hundred and fifty men, 
isthe very fame with that mentioned Exod. »xxvill. 26. It may be 
thar a few odd numbers are omitted in both, fince it cannot well be 
fuppofed that not aman of them had died fince theirlaft numbering, 
which was feven months before. 

The Levites were ai numbered, &e.]} Seeing that they were fepa- 
rated forthe fervice of the tabernacle. 

53 The Lecitesfhall pitch round about the tabernacle, &e.| Yor they 
were intended to be a conftant guard, to prevent any of the people 
from approaching nearer than was allowed, and by that means in- 
curring the Divine wrath. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. I. 
This vatt increafe of the children of Ifracl, isan evidence of God’s 













into four large battalions, and the ftandard {cems to have b 
common banner, under which every three tribes were united ; befides 
which, it is fuppofed that each tribe had a fep 
nature of our colours, each of which was of th 


tribe of Afher, were forty and one thoufand and five, Before 


hundred. 
42 q Of the children of Naphtali, throughout their 


generations, after their families, by the houfe of their 
fathers, according to the number of the names, from 
twenty years old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war; : 


43 Thofe that were numbered of them, even of the 
tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three thoufand ‘and 


four hundred. 


449 Thefe are thofe that were numbered, which 
Mofes and Aaron numbered, and the princes of If- 
rael, bezng twelve men: each one was for the houfe 
ofhis fathers : 

45 So were all thofe that were numbered of the 
children of Ifrac], by the houfe of their fathers, from 


twenty years old and upward, all that were able to 
go forth to war in Ifrael ; 


46 Even all they that were numbered were fix 


hundred thoufand and three thoufand and five hun- 
dred and fifty. 


47 ¥ But the Levites after the tribe of ‘their fa- 


thers were not numbered among them. 


48 For the Lorn had fpoken unto Mofes, faying, 
49 Only thou fhalt not number the tribe of Levi, 


neither take the fum of them among the children of 
Ifrael : 


50 But thou fhalt appoint the Levitcs over the 


tabernacle of teftimony, and over all the veffels 
thereof, and over all things that belong to-it: they 
fhall bear the tabernacle, and all the veffels thereof; 
and they fhall minifter unto it, and fhall encamp 
round about the tabernacle. 


51 And when the tabernacle fetteth forward, the 


Levites fhall take it down: and when the tabernacle 
isto be pitched, the Levites fhall fet it up: and the 
ftranger that cometh nigh fhall be put to death. 


52 And the children of Ifrael fhall pitch their tents, 


every man by his own camp, and every man by his 
own ftandard, throughout their hofts. 


_ 63 But the Levites fhall pitch round about the ta- 


bernacle of teftimony, that there be no wrath upon 
the congregation of the children of Ifrael: and the 
Levites fhall keep the charge of the tabernacle of 
teftimony. 


54 And the children of Ifracl did according to all 


that the Lory commanded Mofes, fo did they. 


CHAP. I. 


1 The order of thetribesin theirtents and in thetrmarches. 


C4ARIST 
1490. 


3 Judah, Iffachar, Zebulun, on the eaft; the firfidi-- 


vifion. 10 Reuben, Simeon, Gad, onthe fouth ; the 
fecond divifion. 17 The place of the tabernacle with the 
Levites inthe midft. 18 Ephraim, Manaffch, Benja- 
min, on the weft ; the third divifion. 25 On the north 
Dan, Afher, Naphtali; thefe bring up the rear. 32 
Recapitulation. 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofesand unto Aaron, 

faying, 

2 Every man of the children of Ifrael fhall pitch 


by his own ftandard, with the enfign of their father’s 
houfe: far off about the tabernacle of the congre- 
gation fhall they pitch. 


3 2 And 





faithfulnefs in fulfilling his promifes, for in about two hundred 
years, they were increafed from feventy, to upwards of fix hun- 
dred thoufand. God’s goodnefsis alfo manifeit in fupporting the 
Tiraclites in the defart; for when he pleafes to beftow bleflings 
upon his creatures, he can even change, or fet afide the order of 


natuic. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAT. IL. 


2 Ewery man, &c.] The whole body of the people were divided 
ecnin the 


arate enfign, in the 
¢ fame colour with 
the 


The order of the tribes 


Before 37 Andon the caft fide toward the rifing of the fun 

CHRIST fhall they of the ftandard of the camp of Judah pitch 

*49° throughout their armies: and Nathon the fon of Am- 
minadab /hall be captain of the children of Judah. 

4 And his hoft, and thole that were numbered of 
them, were threefcore and fourteen thoufand and fix 
hundred. 

5 And thofe that do pitch next unto him frail Le the 
tribe of [fachar: and Nethaneel the fon of Zuar 
Shall be captain of the children of Iffachar. 

6 And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered 
thereof, were fifty and four thoufandand four hundred. 

7 Then the tribe of Zebulan; and Eliab the fon of 
Helon /hall be captain of the children of Zebulun. 

’ 8And hishoft, and thofe that were numbered there~ 
of, were fifty and feven thoufand and four hundred. 

g All that were numbered of the camp of Judah 
were an hundred thoufand and fourfcore thouland 
and fix thoufand and four hundred, throughout their 
armies. Thefe fhall firft {ct forth. 

10 £ On the fouth fide fhall be the ftandard of the 
camp of Reuben according to theirarmies: and the 
captain of the children of Reuben /ial/ be Elizur the 
fon of Shedeur. 

11 And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered 
thereof, were forty and fix thoufand and five hundred. 

12 And thofe which pitch by him /rall éc the tribe 
of Simeon: and the captain of the children of Si- 
meon /hadi 6e Shelumiel the fon of Zurifhaddai. 

13 And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, were fifty and ninethoufand and three hundred. 

14 Then the tribe of Gad: andthe captain of the 
fons of Gad /hall be ENiafaph the fon of Reucl. 

15 And bis hoft, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, were forty and five thoufand and fix hundred 
and fifty. 

16 Allthat were numbered inthe camp of Reuben 
were an hundred thoufand and fifty and one thoufand 
and four hundred and fifty, throughout their armies. 
And they fhall fet forth in the fecond rank, : 

17 Then the tabernacle of the congregation fhall 
fer forward with the camp of the Levites in the midft 
of the camp: as they encamp, fo fhall they fet for- 
ward, every manin his place by their ftandards. 

18 | On the weft fide /hall be the ftandard of the 
camp of Ephraim according to their armies: and 
the captain of the fons of Ephraim _/Aall be Elifhama 
the fon of Ammihud. 


ETRE ALA BE Eg EP EN NE TT aa EE ES 2 ERG TET 
the ttone on Aaron’s pectoral, on which the aame of the tribe where- 
unto it belonged, was written. In this manner they pitched their 
tents about the tabernacle, agreeable to the following plan of their 
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“) Wifl-ward. # 
GASSER NSS ASSESS REESE AS SUSUR 
.317 8, Souall they fet Jorward every man in his place by their fland- 
arts. The following was the encampment of the Ifraelites: In the 
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NUMBERS. 































1g And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered 
of them, were forty thoufand and five hundred, 

20 And by him fall bc the tribe of Manaffeh : and 
the captain ofthe children of Manafich Shall be Ga~ 
malicl the fon of Pedahzur. 

21 And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, were thirty and two thoufand and two hundred. 

22 Then the tribe of Benjamin: and the captain of 
the fons of Benjamin fhal/be Abidan the fon of Gideani. 

23 And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, trve thirty and five thoufand and four hun- 
dred. 

24 All that were numbered of the camp ofEphraim 
were anhundred thoufand and eight thoufand and an 
hundred, throughout their armies. And they fhall 
go forward in the third rank. 

25 & The flandard of the camp of Dan /fhall de on 
the north fide by their armies: and the captain: of 
the children of Dan /hai! de Ahiezer the fon of 
Anmifhaddai. 

26 And his hoff, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, were threefcore and.two thoufand and feven 
hundred. 

27 And thofe that encamp by him /zall Le the tribe 
of Alher: and the captain of the children of Ather 


fhali te Pagiel the fon of Ocran. 


28 Andhis hoft, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, were forty and one thoufand and five hundred. 
29 Then the tribe of Naphtali: and the captain of 
the children of Naphtali /Aal/ be Ahira the fon of Enan. 
30 And his hoft, and thofe that were numbered of 
them, were fifty and three thoufand and four hundred. 
31 All they that were numbercdinthe camp of Dan 


werean hundred thoufand and fifty and feven thou-~ 


They thall go hindmoft with 


fand and fix hundred. 
their flandards. 

32 | Thele are thofe which were numbercd of the 
children of Ifrael by the houfe of their fathers: all 
thofe that were numbered of the camps throughout 
their hofts, were fix hundred thoufand and three 


thoufand and five hundred and fifty. 

33 But the Levites were not numbered among the 
children of Ifrael ; as the Lord commanded Motes. 

34 And the children of Iracl did according to all 
that the Lory commanded Mofes: fo they pitched 
by their ftandards, and fo they fet forward, every 
one after their families, according to the houfe of 
their fathers. 

CHAP. 


PFE TER a RN PEE EO MPRA PS SNA SNARE ZF TRS AE TE SE gS ED 
centre was the tabernacle, in the front of which Mofes and Aarony 
with the pricfts, were encamped ; and behind the tabernacle, on the 
right and left, the Levites of Kohath, Merari, and Gerthon; in the 
front, eaftward, were encamped the tribes of Judah, Iflachar and 
Zebulun, 186,400 warriors; on the right fouthward, lay the tribes 
of Reuben, Simeon, and Gad, 151,450 warriors; to the left, north- 
ward, the tribes of Dan, Afher, and Naphtali, 157,600 warriors; 
and in the rear, weftward, the tribes of Ephraim, Manaffeh, and Ben- 
jamin, 108,102 warriors, The Jews tell us, that the camp of Ifrael 
made a fquare of rwelve miles, or three miles ona fide. 

34. dud fi sh y fet forward, &e.] As foon as the Hraclites were to 
decamp, which was always when the pillarof the cloud was taken up 
from the tabernacle, the trumpet founded, and upon the firft alarm, 
the itandard of judah being raifed, the three tribes belonging to it 
fet forward; whereupon the tabernacle was immediately taken down, 
and the Gerfhonites and the Merarites attended the waggon, with 
the boards and flavesof it. ‘Vhefe being on their march, a fecond 
alarm was founded, upon which the ftandard of Reuben’s camp ad- 
vanced, with the three tribes under it; after them followed the Ko- 
hathites, bearing the fanétuary, which, being more facred, and not 
cumberfome as the pillars and boards of the tabernacle, was not put 
into a waggon, but carried upon their fhoulders ; next follows the 
ftandard of Ephraim’s camp, with his three tribes; and Jaft of ail 
the three tribes under the flandird of Dan, brought up the rear. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, Il 


The beautiful and regular order in which the Ifraclites march, may 
ferve asa leffon to Chrittians, that their walk be uniformly up- 
right and fincere. The tabernacle being in the midit of the 
camp, intimates to us, that rhe love of Chrift fhould poffefs our 
inmoft foul. By the conitant attendance of the children of Ifracl 
on the tabernacle, we are directed to 2 diligent attendance on the 
duties of religion, and the worfhip of God. 

FANPLANATORY 


wt their tents and in their marches. 


Before 
CHRIsyT 


Tayo! 








The Levites taken inftead of the firfiborn. CHAP. III. 





The Levites numbered by thew families. 





Before , their fathers, by their families: every male from .a_ Before 
CHRIST CHA P. III. ; month old and upward fhalt thou number them. ene 
mi 1 The fons of Aaron. § The Levites are given to the 16 And Mofes numbered them according to the 



















































pricfis for the fervice of the tabernacle, 11 inftead of 
the firftborn. 14 The Levites are numbered by their 
‘families. 21 The families, number, and charge of the 

Gerfhonites, 27 of the Kohathites, 33 of the Merarites. 

38 The place and charge of Mofes and Aaron. 40 

The firfiborn are freed Ly the Levites. 44 The over- 

plus are redeemed. 
eee alfo are the generations of Aaron and 

Mofes in the day that the Lorn fpake with 
Mofes in mount Sinai. : 

2 And thefe are the names of the fons of Aaron; 
Nadab the firftborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Itha~ 
mar. 

3 Thefe are the names of the fons of Aaron, the 
ptiefts which were anointed, whom he confe- 
crated to minifter in the prieft’s office. 

4 And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lorp, 
when they offered ftrange fire before the Lorn, in 
the wildernefs of Sinai, and they had no children: 
and Eleazar and Ithamar miniftered in the pricft’s 
office in the fight of Aaron their father. 

5.4 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and prefent them 
before Aaron the prieft, that they may minifter unto 
him. 

7 And they fhall keep his charge and the charge 
of the whole congregation before the tabernacle: of 
the congregation, to dothe fervice of the tabernacle. 

8 And they fhall keep all the inftruments of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, and the charge of- the 
children of Ifracl, to do the fervice of the tabernacle. 

g And thou fhalt give the Levites unto Aaron and 
to his fons: they are wholly given unto him out of 
the children of Ifrael. 

10 And thou fhalt appoint Aaron and his fons, and 


they fhall wait on their prieft’s office: and the 


ftranger that cometh nigh fhall be put to death. 

41 @ And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

12 And I, behold I have taken the Levites from 
among the children of Ifrael inftead of all the firft- 
born that openeth the matrix among the children 
of Ifrael: therefore the Levites fhall be mine; 

13 Becaufe all the firftborn are mine; for on the 
day that I fmote all the firftborn in the land of 
Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firft born in Ifrael, 
both man and beaft: mine fha]ll they be: I am the 
Loxp. 

14 @ And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes in the wil- 
dernefs of Sinai, faying, 

15 Number the children of Levi after the houfe of 








EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IIL 


i Thefe aljieare the geseratizas, &c.] The tre fignification of 
the word © generations” is, Pofterity and defvendants; but Aaron’s 
potterity being only mentioned, it is mot natural to underftand it 
an this placc, as implying pailages in their hiftory, or a relation of 
what happened to them. The word is ufed, Gex. ii. 4. in this fenfe. 

4 dad Eleazar and Lthanar miniftered in ths pridft's Gicey &e.] Pro- 
bably the reafon why Aaron’s fons were fettled in the priefthood; 
while thofe of Mofes were only Levies, was, becaufe the fons of 
Mofes had an Egyptian to their mother, and were not defeended 
from any of the tribes of Ifracl. J2efides this, Aaron was the eldcft 
brother, and the priefthood was generaliy confidered as an appendage 
to the primogeniture, or the title of eideft born. 

6 dud prefent tbein b: favoe rhe pricfty that they may minifler unto 
him} ice. ‘Phar they may recive their orders of Aaron, and 
aft him and the ret of the prieiis who were the immediate meffen- 
gers cf God. In the wilderne!s the Levites had a peculiar charges 
not only to guard the tabernacle, by keeping watch about it day and 
night, bat alfo to take it down, carry ic in their removals, and fer it 
up again when they relied when icttled in Canaan, they had lefs 
to do ef this kind, though flill the charge cf the tabernacke lay 
uponihem,and they miniltercd to the prietts as before. The Levites 
killed the facrifices ; the priefts only fprinkled the blood, and burned’ 
the fat; the Levites prepared the incenfe, the priefts burned it. In 
David's time, fome of the Levites were appointed fingers, and players 
upon inftraments, in she morning and evening forvice; others were} 
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word of the Lorn, as he was commanded. 

17 And thefe were the fons of Levi by their 
names; Gerfhon, and Kohath, and Merari. 

18 And thefe are the names of the fons of Gerfhon 
by their families; Libni, and Shimei. 

1g And the fons of Kohath by their families ; 
Amram, and Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel. . 

20 And the fons of Merari by their families; 
Mahli, and Mufhi. Thefe are the families of the 
Levites according to thé houfe of their fathers. 

21 @ OF Gerfhon was the family of the Libnites, 
and the family of the Shimites: thefe are the families 
of the Gerfhonites. 

22 Thofe that were numbered of them, according 
to the number of al] the males, from a month old 
and upward, even thofe that were numbered of them 
were feven thoufand and five hundred. 

23 The families of the Gerfhonites fhall pitch be- 
hind the tabernacle weftward. 

24 Andthe chief of the houfe of the father of the 
Gerfhonites /hall be Eliafaph the fon of Lael. 

25 And the charge of the fons of Gerfhon in the 
tabernacle of the congregation /iuil be the tabernacle, 
and the tent, the covering thercof, and the hanging 
for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, 

26 And the hangings of the court, and the curtain 
for the door of the court, which zs by the tabernacle, 
and by the altar round about, and the cords of it 
for a}l the fervice thereof. 

27. And of Kohath was the family of the Am-~ 
ramites, and the family of the Izeharites, and the fa~ 
mily of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzie- 
lites: thefe are the families of the K ohathites. 

28 In the number of a} the males, from a month 
old and upward, were eight thoufand and fix hun- 
dred, keeping the charge of the fanftuary. 

29 The families of the fons of Kohath fhall pitch 
on the fide of the tabernacle fouthward. 

go And the chief of the houfe of the father of the 
families of the Kohathites /hal/ ée Elizaphan the fon 
of Uzziel. ely oe 

31 And their charge /haill de the ark, and the table, 
and the candleftick, and the altars, and the veffels 
of the fanétuary wherewith they minifter, and the 
hanging, and all the fervice thereof. 

g2 And Eleazar the fon of Aaron the prieft /hal! 
be chief over the chief of the Levites, and havé the 
overfight of them that keep the charge of the fanc- 
tuary. 

33 | OF Merari was the family of the Mahlites, and 
the 


See ee ne ee EEE aEEEIEEEIAEEEEateEa? 
porters at the feveral gatcs of the tabernacle, and afterwards of the 
temmle, as guards of the facred treafury, and of fuch things as 
were dedicated to God; and they were diftributed into different 
claffes, for the more regular difcharge of their duties. 

g They are wholly given unta him out of the children of [fracl.] 3. & 
They are feparated fram the body of Ifrael, to ferve under the prietts, 
in the facred miniftry of the tabernacle; and as they attended on the 
public fervice, fo thry hada public maintenance allowed them. 

12 Lbave taken the Lewites—inflead of all the fifibori, &c.] Each 
firft-born was confécrated to the fervice of the Lord, in memory of 
their prefervation in Egypt; hut God was now pleafed to releafe 
the Lfraelites from this obligation, by fub‘tituting the tribe of Levi 
to be the perpetual miniftcrs of religions inftead of the firlt-born 
males. ‘The Levites obtained this favour for their religious zeal 
againft the idolaters, Exod. xxxii. 28. 

15 Ewery male froma mouth old, &c.) Al the orher tribes wert 
numbered from twenty years old and upwards, to know how many 
were fit fo bear arms; but the Levites were numbered only toknow 
how many they were in all, that fo they might be exchanged fot 
an equal number of the firi-born; therefore it was required all 
fhould be numbered, without diftingétion, even from a month old, 
the age at which the firft-born was arolued to be redeemed. 

23 The families of the Getfhovites foal pitch behind she tabernacle weft- 
ward.| Thusthe camp of the priefls and Levites was ordéred to 
be of a fquare form, like that of the other Ifraelites. The fons of 
Gerfhon lay on the weft fide; thé fons of Kohath, oh the fourh; 
the fone of Merari, on the north ; and the tents of Mofes ahd Aaron 
were pitched before thé entrance of the tabernacle on the ca‘t. . 
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The place and charge of Mofes and Aaron. LEVITICUS. 


cane, the family of the Mufhites: thefe are the families of 
14go. Merari. 

34 And thofe that were numbered of them, ac- 
cording to the number of all the males, from a month 
old and upward, were fix thoufand and two hundred. 

35 And the chief of the houfe of the father of the 
families of Merari was Zuriel the fonof Abihail: the/e 
fhall pitch onthe fide of the tabernacle northward. 

36 And under the cuftody and charge of the fons 
of Merari /hall he the boards of the tabernacle, and 
the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the 
fockets thereof, and all the veffels thereof, and all 
that ferveth thereto. 

37 Andthe pillars of the court round about, and 
their fockets, and their pins, and their cords. 

38 | But thofe that encamp before the tabernacle 
toward the ealt, even before the tabernacle of the 
congregation eaftward, /zall se Mofes, and Aaron 
and his fons, keeping the charge of the fan€tuary for 
the charge of the children of Ifrael : and the ftran- 
ger that cometh nigh fhall be put to death. 

gg Allthat were numbered of the Levites, which 
Moles and Aaron numbered at the commandment of 
the Lorn, throughout their families, all the males 
from a month old and upward, were twenty and two 
thoufand. 

40 @ And the Lor» faid unto Mofes, Number all 
the firftborn of the males of the children of Ifrael 
from a month old and upward, and take the number 
of their names. 

4t And thou fhalt take the Levites for me (I am 
the Lorn) inftead of all the firftborn among the 
children of Ifrael; and the cattle of the Levites in- 
ftead ofall the firtlings among the cattle of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael. 

42 And Mofesnumbered, as the Lornp commandcd 
him, al] the frftborn among the children of Ifrael. 

43 And all the firftborn males by the number of 
names, from a month old and upward, of thofe that 
were numbered of them, were twenty and two thou- 
fand two hundred and threefcore and thirteen. 

44 G And the Lorp {pake unto Mofes, . faying, 

45 Take the Levites inftead of all the firftborn 
among the children of Ifrael, and the cattle of the 
Levite. inflead of their cattle; and the Levites fhal] 
be mine: 1 aa the Lokp. 

46 And for thofe that are to be redeemed of the 
two hundred and threefcore and thirteen of the firft- 
born of the children of [frael, which are more than 
the Levites ; 

47 Thou thalt even take five fhekels apiece by the 
poll, after the fhekel of the fanétuary fhalt thou take 
them: (the fhekel zs twenty gerahs :) 

48 And thou fhalt give the money, wherewith the 


































38 The franger, &c.] We are to underftand *¢ ftranger,” in 
this place, any one, except Aaron and his f ns; by this they were 
forbid to invade the priecft’s office, and the priefts were charged to be 
the ftor:-keepers of God’s houfe, and not to fuffer any to enter in, 
who were forbidden by the law. The Jews inform us, that in after 
times, there was hung over the door of the temple a golden fword, 
on which was engraven, ‘ The ftranger thar cometh nigh fhall be 
put to death.” 

ere tently and tao thoufand ] The total of the particular 
fums mentioned, ver- 22, 28) and 34, amount to twenty-two thou- 
fand three hundred ; but the three hundred are here omitted, be- 
caufe it is fuppofed that number was the firft-born of the Levites 
themfelves ; who, as fuch, did already belong to God- 

43 aad all ty firft-hove snales—were taventy and two thovfand tavo 
Buntred and threefure and thirtce:.| We fhould remember, that thofe 
only were numbered, who had been born fince the flaughter of the 
Egyptians, which was not much above a year ago, it being only 
from that time that the firft-born were to be confecrated to God ; 
elft: it might fem ftrange, that from more than fix hundred thou- 
fand full-grown men, there fhould be no more firft-born fons, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. If. 
The great care God tock to divide the Levites, according to the 
proper daties afligned them, is worthy to be remembered, and af- 
fords a leffon to the church in future ages, to make a fuitable 
- provifion for thofe who minifter in holy things ; and that the con- 
cerns of religion are, of all others, the moft important. 
3 


The fervice of the Kohathites, 


odd number of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron (feet, 


and to his fons. 1 a0u. 

49 And Mofes took the redemption money of 
them that were over and above them that were re— 
deemed by the Levites: 

50 Of the firftborn of the children of Ifrael took 
he the money; a thoufand three hundred and thrce- 
{core and five /rekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary: 

5t And Moles gave the money of them that were 
redeemed unto Aaron and to his fons, according to 
the word of the Lorn, as the Lorp commanded 
Mofes. 

CHAP. IV. 


1 The age and time of fervice of the Kohathites. 4 Ther 
are appointed to bear the fantluary and its ucffels, afte 
that the pricfts have taken down and covered them. 16 
The charge of Eleazar. 17 The cave of the priefts re— 
guired in covering the holy things. 21 The age, time of 

Service, and burden, of the Gerfhonites; 2gand of the 
Merariles. 34 The number of the Kohathites, 38 of 
the Gerfhonites, 42 and of the Merarvtes. 


A ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and unto 

Aaron, faying, 

2 Take the fum of the fons of Kohath from among 
the fons of Levi, after their familics, by the houfe of 
their fathers. , 

3 From thirty years old and upward even until 
fifty years old, all that enter into the hoft, to do the 
work in the tabernacle of the congregation. 

44 This /hall be the fervice of the fons of Kohath 
in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the moft 
holy things: 

5 And when the camp fetceth forward, Aaron fhall 
come, and his fons, and they fhall take down the co- 
vering veil, and cover the ark of teftimony with it: 

6 And fhall put thereon the covering of badgers’ 
fkins, and fhall fpread over z 2 cloth wholly of blue, 
and fhall put in the ftaves thereof. 

7 And upon the table of fhewbread they fhall 
{pread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the difhes, 
and the fpoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover 
withal: and the continuai bread fhall be thereon: 

8 And they fhall fpread upon them a cloth of fcar- 
let, and cover the fame with a covering of badgers’ 
fkins, and fhal] put in the ftaves thereof. : 

g And they fhall take a cloth of blue, and cover 
the candleftick of the light, and his lamps, and his 
tongs, and his fnuffdifhes, and all the oil veffels 
thereof, wherewith they minifter unto it: 

10 And they fhall put it and all the veffels thereof 
within a covering of badgers’ fkins, and fhall put iz 


upon a bar. 
11 And 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


3 From thirty years old.) All who were numbered out of the 
other tribes to go forth to war, were from twenty years of age and 
upwards; but of the Levires, for the fervice of Gad, only from 
thirty to fifty. God requires the prime of our years and the beit 
of our ftrength. 

To do the cxark in the tabernacle, Sc.) This fhould have been 
tranftated ‘* about the tabernacle,” they not being permitted to 
enter into it. The work of the Levites was, the carrying the ark, 
and other facred things, on their fhoulders, which was very Iabo- 
tious; bur then fuch perfons werc feleéted out of the afore-men? 
tioned families of the Levites, as were moft ftrong and able for the 
purpofe. 

6 The covering of badgers’ skins] The veil was the firft covering 
of the ark; then there were two others, one of leather, and the 
other of blue ftuff. The ufe of thefe coverings was not only to 
defend the facred things from the weather, but likewife to con- 
ceal them from the curious eyes of the multiude. Some imagine 
that the Hebrew words which we tranflate ‘* badgers’ fkins,’’ are 
improperly rendered, the badger being efteemed unclean by the 
Mofaic law. 

Put inthe flaves thereyf.] The Hebrew word cohamn, fignifies 
‘€ro put,’ not to putin; as the ftaves were never taken out, the 
impropriety of our tranflation will appear the more evidently. They 
were only to order them fo; that they might fall into the two notches 


which were made in the ftaves, to prevent the ark from fliding. 
44 Spread 





A eens ee eesrereremunesrrneisinnessee * 


The charge of Eleazar. 


CHAP. 


IV. 


The ferzice of the Gerfhonites, €8c. 


I A TD * 


and their charge /all be under the hand of Ithamar ,, Bclore 


Before 


a1 And upon the golden altar they fhall fpread a 


CHRIST cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering of bad- 


1499 


gers’ fkins, and fhall put to the ftaves thercof: 

12 And they fhall take all the inftruments of mini- 
ftry, wherewith they minifter in the fan@uary, and put 
them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a cover- 
ing of badgers’ fkins, and put them on a bar: 

23 And they fhall take away the afhes from the 


altar, and fpread a purple cloth thereon: 


14 And they thall put upon it all the veffels thereof, 
wherewith they minifter about it, even the cenfers, the 
flethhooks,and the fhovels,and the bafons, all the vef- 
fcls of the altar: and they fhall fpread upon it a co- 
vering of badgers’ fkins, and put to the ftaves of it. ~ 

a5 And when Aaron and his fons have made an 
end of covering the fanétuary, and all the veffels of 
the fanétuary, as the camp is to fet forward; after 
that, the fons of Kohath fhall come to bear if: but 
they fhall not touch any holy thing, left they. die. 
Thele ¢hings are the burden of the fons of Kohath 
inthe taberiacle of the congregation. 

16 £ And to the office of Eleazar the fon of Aaron 
the prielt pertarneth the oil for the light, and the 
iweet incenfe, and the daily meat offering, and the 
anointing oil, and the overfight of all the taberna- 
cle, and of all that therein zs, in the fan@tuary, and 
in the veffels thereof. 

17 GI And the Lorp {pake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, faying, 

18 Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the 
Kohathites from among the Levites: 

1g But thus do unto them, that they may live, and 
not dic, when they approach unto the moft holy 
things: Aaron and his fons fhall go in, and appoint 
them every one to his fervice and to his burden: 

20 But they fhall not go in to fee when the holy 
things are covered, left they die. 

21 J And the Loxp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

22 Lake alfo the fum of the fons of Gerfhom, 
throughout the houfes of their fathers, by their fa- 
milies ; 

23 From thirty years old and upward until fifty 
years old fhalt thou number them: all that enter in 
to perform the fervice, to do the work in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 

24 This zs the fervice of the families of the Ger- 
fhonites, to ferve, and for burdens: 

25 And they fhall bear the curtains of the taber- 
nacle, and the tabernacle of the congregation, his 
covering, and the covering of the badgers’ fkins that 
is above upon it, and the hanging for the door of 
the tabernacle of the congregations 

26 And the hangings of the court, and the hanging 
for the door of the gate of the court, which zs by the 
tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their 
cords, and all the inftruments of their fervice, and 
all that is made for them: fo fhall they ferve. 

27 At the appointment of Aaronand his fons fhall 
be all the fervice of the fons of the Gerfhonites, in all 
their burdens and in all their fervice: and ye fhall 
appoint unto them in charge all their burdens. 

28 This zs the fervice of the families of the fons 
of Gérfhon in the tabernacle of the congregation: 





14 Spread spon it a covering, &c.] Before any journcy, the great 
altar was made clean, and packed up with all its veffels and appur- 
tenances, in two of the forc-mentioned coverings, being carried by 
its own ftaves. 

18 Cut ye not off; &c.} i.e. Do not occafion the death of fo many 
perfons, by neglecting to initru-t them with whatawe and reverence 
they are to treat fuch facred things. 

26 Sa fhall they ferve.| i. c. By bearing them, and carrying them. 

28 Their charge foall be under the hand, &c.1 Which fignifies, 
under the dire¢tion, &c, 

32 Pty name ye foall reckox, &c.] Thus the priefts were to give 
them an inventory, exprefling every pin by name, and the place 
where it belonged to, that they might not be lof, or wanted when 
the tabernacle was to be fet up. 


the fon of Aaron the prieft. 

29 % As for the fons of Merari, thou fhalt num- 
ber them after their families, by the houfe of their 
fathers ; 

30 From thirty years old and upward even unto 
fifty years old fhalt thou number them, every one 
that entereth into the fervice, to do the work of the 
tabernacle of the congregation. 

gt And thiszs the charge of their burden accord- 
ingtoall their fervice in the tabernacle ofthe congre- 
gation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars 
thereof, and the pillars thereof,and the fockets thereof, 

g2 And the pillars of the court round about, and 
their fockets, and their pins, and their cords, with all 
their inftruments, and with all their fervice: and by 
name ye fhall reckon the inflruments of the charge 
of their burden. . 

‘33 This zs the fervice of the families of the fons of 
Merari, according to all their fervice, in the taberna- 
cle of the congregation, under the hand of Ithamar 
the fon of Aaron the prieft. 

34 And Mofes and Aaron and the chief of the 
congregation numbered the fonsot the Kohathites af 
ter their families, and after the houfe of their fathers, 

35 From thirty years old and upward even unto 
fifty yearsold,cvery onethat enterethintothe fervice, 
for the work inthe tabernacle of the congregation: 

.36 Andthofe that were numbered of them by their 
families were two thoufand feven hundred and fifty. 

37 Thefe were they that were numbercd of the ta- 
milies of the Kohathites, all that might do fervice in 
the tabernacle of the congregation, which Mofes and 
Aaron did number according to the commandment 
of the Lorn by the hand of Mofes. . 

38 | And thofe that were numbered of the fons of 
Gerfhon, throughout their families, and by the houfe 
of their fathers, 

39 From thirty years old and upward even unto 
fifty years old, every onethat entereth into the fervice, 
for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation, 

40 Even thofe that were numbered of them, 
throughout their families, by the houfe of their fa~ 
thers, were two thoufand and fix hundred and thirty. 

41 Thefe are they that were numbered of the fa- 
milies of the fons of Gerfhon, of all that might do 
fervice in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom 
Mofes and Aaron did number according to the com- 
mandment of the Lorp. 

42 © And thofe that were numbercd of the fami. 
lies of the fons of Merari, throughout their families, 
by the houfe of their fathers, : : 

43 From thirty years old and upward even unto 
fifty ycars old,every one that entereth intothe fervice, 
for the work of the tabernacle of the congregation, 

44 Even thofe that were numbered of them after 
their families, were three thoufand and two hundred. 

45 Thefe be thofe that were numbered of the fa- 
milies of the fons of Merari, whom Mofes and Aaron 
numbered according to the word of the Lorn by the 
hand of Mofes. 

46 All thofe that were numbered of the Levites, 
whom Mofes and Aaron and the chief of Ifracl num- 

'  bered, 
i era 


34 And Mofes—numbered, &e.] "The following is a view of thofe 
who were able to ferve the Lord : 








. Able Unfit In all 
Kohathites, - - 2,750 53850 8,600 
Gerfhonites —- - 2,630 4870 72500 
Merarites - - 37290 32C00 6;200° 

8,580 13,720 22,300 





We fhould obferve, that the Merarites, though.upon the whole, 


feweft in number, produced the largeft number of effective men, 


which was a fingular providence ; the heavieft burden, fuch as car--- 


rving the boards of the fanétuary, the pillars, and the fockets, ec. 
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The unclean removed out ofthecamp. LEVITICUS. 


Before 


Cini bered, after their families, and after the houfe of their 
rage. fathers, 

47 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty 
years old, every one that came to do the fervice of the 
miniftry, and the fervice of the burden in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, 

48 Even thofe that were numbered of them, were 
eight thoufand and five hundred and fourfcore. 

49 According to the commandment of the Loxp, 
they were numbered by the hand of Mofes, every 
one according to his fervice, and according to his 
burden: thus-were they numbered of him, as the 
Lorp commanded Moles, , 


CHAP, V. 


1 The unclean to be removed out af the camp. § Refti- 
tution to be made in cafes of trefpafs. 9 All offerings 
and hallowed things belong to the prieft. 
of jealoufy. 

‘ N D the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Command the children of Hrael, that they 
put out of the camp every leper, and every one that 
hath an iffue, and whofoever is defiled by the dead: 

3 Both male and female fhall ye put ont, without 

’ the camp fhall ye put them; that they defile not their 
camps, in the-mid{ft whereof I dwell. 

4 And the children of Ifrael did fo, and put them 
out without the camp: as the Lorp fpake unto 
Mofes, fo did the children of Ifrael. 

5 | And the Loxkp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

6 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, When a man 

‘a man or woman fhall commit any fin that men com- 
mit, to do a trefpafs againft the Lorp, and that per- 
fon be guilty; : 

7 Then they fhall confefs their fin which they have 
done : ‘atid he fhall recompenfe-his trefpafs with the 
principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, 
and give’ 74 unto Azm againft whom he hath tref- 
paffed. ° oo 
_ 8 But if the man have no kinfman to recompenfe 
the trefpafs unto, let the trefpafs be recompenfed 
unto the Lorp, even to the prieft; befide the ram 
of the atonement, whereby an atonement fhall be 


made for him.: 


9 G And every offering of all the holy things of 


the children of Ifrael, which they bring unt#& the 
prieft, fhall be his. : 

yo And every man’s hallowed things fhall be his: 
whatfoever any man giveth the prieft, it fhall be his. 





+ GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 


By the particular diftinSion which God made between the Levites, 
and thofe of other tribes, we are taught that thefe who are his 
ambaffadors, commiffioned by him to offer falvation to guilty fin- 
ners, fhould be treated with peculiar refpe&t: we alfo learn from 

- hence, the great importance of the work of the miniftry, which 
~ fhould not be rafhly entered upon, without fuitable qualification ; 
bur, fhould.be engaged in with grear diffidence, and prayer to God 

. for ability. ‘The.impreffion which the confideration of this im- 


portant office made upon the mind of the pious Mr. Herbert was. 


fo deep, that it is faid, in his life, he continued inceffant in prayer 
all:the night before he was ordained, without allowing himfelf a 
. moeaient for fleep. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V. 
2 That they put out of the camp every leper, &c.] Probable it is, 


the camp of each tribe had a vacant f{pnee left, which was reckoned 


without the camp, and that they lodged the unclean there by them- f° 


felves; fince to banifh them quite beyond the hounds.of the camp, at 


a great diftance from their friends and relations, feems too fevere. 


Thefe legal poliutions were a figure of the pollution’ of fin ;.and the 


removing them out of the camp reprefented the exclufion of impure |, 


‘and impenitent fingers out of the kingdom of heaven. 
6 Fhat perfor be gurly.] That is, be fenfible of his guilt. 
7 Thew they fall confrfs, &c.| Or if they hall confefs. 


fhall recampenfe, 


13, Ne witufs agaisff her, &c.] i, es. No witne&s of her having 


was to be put to death. : . 
bd ded he be jealous of his wife, &C.] Thus it was neceffary that 


11 Lhe trial 








Inftead [° 
of *¢ and be shall msompenfe,” it fhould be rather read, Then he | 





11 Y And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, Before 
12 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto ae 


them, If any man’s wife go afide, and comm:ta tref- 
pafs againft him, 

13 Anda man lie with her carnally, and it be hid 
from the eyes of her hufband, and be kept clofe, and 
fhe be defiled, and there be no witnel’s againit her, 
neither fhe be taken with the manner. 

14. And the fpirit of jealoufy come upon him, and 
he be jealous of his wife, and fhe be defiled: or if 
the fpirit of jealoufy come upon him, and he be jea- 
lous of his wife, and fhe be not defiled: 

15 Then fhall the man bring his wife unto the 
prieft, and he fhall bring her offering for her, the 
tenth pavt of an ephah of barley méal; he fhal! pour 
no oil upon it, nor put frankincenfe thereon; for it 
zs an offering of jealoufy, an offering of memorial, 
bringing iniquity to remembrance. 

16 And the prieft fhall bring her near, and fet her 
before the Lorn: 

17 And the prieft fhall take holy water in an 
earthen veffe}; and of the duft that is in the floor 
of the tabernacle the prieft fhall take, and put i 
into the water: . 

18 And the prieft fhall fet the woman before the 
Lokp, and uncover the woman’s head, and put the 
offering of memorial in her hands, which zs the 


jealoufy offering: and the prieft fhall have in his 


hand the bitter water that caufeth the curfe: 

19 And the prieft fhail charge her by an oath and 
fay unto the woman, If no man have !zin with thee, 
and if thou haft not gone afide to uncleannefs with 
another inftead of thy hufband, be thou free from this 
bitter water that caufeth the curfe: 

20 But if thou halt gone afide to another inftead of 
thy hufband, and if thon be defiled, and fome man 
have Jain with thee befide thine hufband: . 

21 Then the prieft thall charge the woman withan 
oath of curfing, and the prieft fhall fay unto the wo- 
man, The Lorn make thee a curfe and an oath among 
thy people, when the Lorp doth make thy thigh to 
rot, and thy belly to fwell;° a 

22 And this water thatcaufeth the curfe fhall go 
into thy bowels, to make ¢fy belly to fwell, and thy 
thigh to rot: and the woman fhall fay, Amen, amen. 

23 And the prieft fhall write thefe curfes in a book, 
and he fhall blot chem out with the bitter water. 

24. And he fhall caufe the woman to drink the bitter 
waterthatcaufeth the curfe: and the waterthat caufeth 


the curfe fhall enter into her, and become bitter. 
5 25 Then 


SA 
there fhould appear fome juft canfe for fufpicion, before.the hufband 
could oblige his wife to fubmic to the trial of the bitter water. ‘The 
rule preferibed was, If the hafband had faid unto his wife, bz not 
thou in fecret with fueh a man; and notwithftanding the aci:noni- 
tion, it fhould be afterwards proved that fhe was in fucrer with that 
man, he might then compel her to drink the bitter wa:er. 

18 Uxcouer the womin's head] The Jews by this undertood the 
fhaving the woman’s head, cutting of her curls, or at Jeaft taking 
off her head-drefs. They add, that they tcre her clothes down to 
her brea, and tied them with a packthread; others f.y. that her 
clothes were exchanged for a bla. k fuit, in token of mourning, and 





in this mamner fhe was expofed to the people. 


Bitreraater, &c.| Itis thought by an ancient writer it was fo named 


Fon account ofits being mixed with wormwood; but Nachman zfferts, 


that nothing was mixed wich it bat duft, yer that it neveitheiefs 
tafted bitter. It is probable that this is only a figurative expretiion, 
alluding to the terrible effects it had upon the guilty. 

10D be pref feull charge her ty anoath, &c.] i.e. He thall adjure 
ker, inthe name of God, to declare the truth, affuring her, if fie was 
confcious of herinnocence, fhe had nothing to fear; burif the was 
guilty, fhe must expeét to fuffer every thing threatened in the law. 

23 Hefeall hlet thei wit cuuhs the bitter water.) Te would have been 
better if rendered, He fhall blot them out into the bitter water; 


'} for he was to fcrape them into it, or elfe wath them with it, till 
‘they were quite obliterated, that the woman might, as it were, 


drink the words of the execration. Fj 
24, He foall caufe the curnan to drink, Se.) i.e. If fhe faid, Iam 
pure, they then proceeded to trial; but in cafe fhe retufed to make 


committed, the fin, for if ber crimecould be proved upon evidence, {'f confeffion of her guilt, and ro drink the bitter water; they compelled 


the. woman. wasnot to be tried after the manner here prefcribed, but, [- 
'# water, and caft her offering among the afhes, and fhe was nor put to 


herto do it: if the faid, lam defiled, the prieft then flung down the 


death, but was divorced, and loft her dowry. 


4 27 The 


‘The trial of Jealoufy, 


. 


The law of the Nazarzte. CHAP. VI. The law of the Nazarite. 
. wn yr a ifs i eS fe pe a 

Befor © o@5 Then the prieft fhall take the jealoufy offering 6 All the days that he feparateth him/felf unto the Before 
CHRIST ot at the woman’s hand, and fhall wave the offering J] Lorn he fhall come at no dead body. . CuRiaS 





49° before the Lokp, and offer it upon the altar : ae 

26 And the prieft fhall take an handful of the 
offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn zé upon 
the altar, and afterward fhall caufe the woman to 
drink the water. 

27 And when he hath made her to drink the water, 
then it fhall come to pafs, that, if fhe be defiled, and 
havedone tref{pafs againft her hufband, that the water 
that caufeth the curfe fhall enter into her, and become 
bitter, and her belly fhall fwell, and her thigh fhall 
rot: andthe woman fhall bea curfe among ker people. 

28 And ifthe woman be not defiled, but be clean; 
then fhe fhall be free, and fhall conceive feed. 

29 This s the law of jealoufies, when a wife goeth 
afide to another inflead ofher hufband,andis defiled; 

go Or whenthe fpirit of jealoufy cometh upon him, 
and he be jealous over his wife, and fhall fet the wo- 
man before the Lorp, and the prieft fhall execute 
upon her all this law. 

gr Then fhall the man be guiltlefs from iniquity, 
and this woman fhall bear her iniquity. 


CHAP. VI. 

1 The law of the Nazarzée in the days of his feparation, 
13 and after the completion of thofe days. 22 The form 
of bleffing the people. 

ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

z Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay 
unto them, When either man or woman fhall feparate 
themfelves to vow a vow ofa Nazarite, to feparate 
themfelves unto the Lorn: 

3 He thall feparate Aimfelf from wine and ftrong 


drink, and {hall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar’ 


of ftrong drink, neither fhall he drink any liquor of 
grapes, nor eat moift grapes, or dried. 

4 All the days of his feparation fhall he eat nothing 
that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even 
to the hufk. 

5 All the days of the vow of his feparation there 
fhall no razor come upon his head: until the daysbe 
fulfilled, in the which he feparateth Aimfelf unto the 
Loko, he thall be holy, and fhall let the locks of the 
hair ofhis head grow. 





29 The eater that caufeth the curfe foall enter into her, &c.] We 
are informed by the Jews, that if fhe was guilty, the confequences 
were immediately feen in her countenance ; for fhe grew pale, and 
her éyes feemed ready to ftart out of her head; and !eft the temple 
fhould be polluted by her death, the was immediately carried out, 
and died inftantly, with all the ignominious circumftances related 
in the curfe. 

29 This is the Jaw of jealorfivs, &c.] i. e. the methods to be ob- 
ferved in difcovering the crime of adultery ; but thisceremony was 
never made ufe of after the return of the Jews from the Babylonifh 
captivity, and for thefe reafons: firft, becaufe adulteries became fo 
frequent, that the performing the ceremonies on thefe occafions 
would have engroffed the whole time of the priefts; and fecondly, 
becaufe they deemed it unpardonable to erafe the name of God fo 
often in the waters of bitternefs : when the hufband, therefore, had 
any juft ground of fufpecting his wite’s fidelity, and could produce 
witneffes to depofe that they had feen her privately with the fufpect- 
ed perfon, contrary to the charge of her hufband, fhe was immedi- 
ately divorced, and deprived of her dowry. Itis obfervable, that the 
Jews were not the only people who had recourfe to fuch portentous 
and extraordinary methods for difcovering the truth, in cafe of fuf- 
pected guilt. ‘The heathens had in like manner their waters of con- 
viction. The inhabitants of the Gold Coaft gave a folemn portion 
called bitter water, by way of trial, upon any light fufpicion of in- 
jury, and efpecially of adultery, Among our Saxon anceftors, the 
manner of tri:] by fire-ordeal, and others of the fame kind, had a 
great affinity to this of the Jews, it being expected that God would 
work a miracle toclear the innocent, or convict the guilty. 


GENERAL REFLEC TIONS on CHAP. V. 


From this chapter we learn, thatexa& and complete reftitution fhould 
be made for wrongs done to our neighbour, and if the perfon 
wronged cannot be found, whatis reftored fhould be devoted and 
given to God. The law concerning the waters of jealoufy, fets 
forth the heinous nature of the fin of adultery ; which though it 
benot now punithed in the fame manner as among the Jews, yet 

* God will, in the great day of account, infli:? a more heavy pu- 
nifhment upon impenitent finners who have been guilty of it. 
"No. rz. 





7 He fhall not makchimfelf unclean for his father, 
or for his mother, for his brother, or for his fifter, 
when they die: becaufe the confccration of his God 
zs upon his head, 

8 All the days of his feparation he zs holy unto the 
Lorp. 

g And if any man die very fuddenly by him, and 
he hath defiled the head ofhis confecration; then he 
fhall fhave his head in the day of his cleanfing, on 
the feventh day fhall he fhave it. 

10 And on the eighth day he fhall bring two tur- 


tles, or two young pigeons, to the prieft, to the door - 


of the tabernacle of the congregation : 

11 And the prieft fhall offer the one for a fin offer- 
ing, and the other for a burnt offering, and make. an 
atonement for him, for that he finned by the dead, 
and fhall hallow his-head that fame day. 

12 And hefhall confecrate unto the Lonrp thedays 
of his feparation, and fha]] bring a lamb of the firlt 
year for atrefpafs offering: but the days that were be- 
fore fhall be Joft, becaufe his feparation was defiled. 

13 @ And thiszs the law of the Nazarite, when the 
days of his feparationare fulfilled: he thal be brought 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: 

14 And he fhall offer his offering unto the Loro, 
one he lamb of the firft year without blemifh for a 
burnt offering, and one ewe lamb of the firft year 
without blemith for a fin offering, and one ram with- 
out blemifh for peace offerings, 

15 And a bafket of unleavened bread, cakes offine 
flour mingled with oil,and wafers ofunlcavened bread 
anointed with oil, and their meat offering, and their 
drink offerings. 

16 And the prieft fhall bring hem before the Lorn, 
and fhall offer his fin offering, and his burnt offering: 

17 And he fhall offer the ram for a facrifice of 
peace offerings unto the Lorp, with the bafket of 
unleavened bread: the prieft fhall offer alfo his meat 
offering, and his drink offering. 

18 Andthe Nazarite fhall fhave thehead ofhis fepa- 
ration at the door of the tabernacle of the congrega~ 
tion, and fhall take the hair of the head of his fepa- 

: ration, 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VI. 


2 When either man or wanan fall feparate themfelvet,] Thus we 
find a woman might make the vow of a Nazasite as well asa man; 
but then fhe muit be at her own difpofal, and not under the power of 
a parent or hufband, by whofe authority the vow might be anulled. 

4 vow of a Nazarite, &c.|] The word tranflated «* Nazarite” fig- 
nifies Separated ; becaufe fuch as came under this vow feparated 
themfelves from others by a peculiar abftinence, lived apart from 
company, and confequently from the gaieties and diverfions of the 
world. ‘i here were two forts of thefe vows, the one perpetual, or 
for life; the other for a certain time only ; the latter of which is here 
obferved. 

4 From the kernels ever to the bufk.) 
any part of the grape. 

5 There foall no razar come upan bis bead, & J] The perfon who 
took the vow was to let the locks of his hair and beard grow, to 
denote his aufterity, renunciation of the pleafures of the world, and 
betaking himfelf to a feverer way of life. And fuch perfons not only 
let their hair grow, but alfo wore an hairy garment, as St. John did, 
Matt. jii. 4. and Elijah before him, 2 Kings i. 8. 

7 The confecration of bis God is upon his head.] Vhe word here ren- 
dered “confecration,’ fignifics alfoa crown, A celebrated French 
writer therefore reads it, The ertiwn of his God is upon his head. 
So the wife man tells us, that ‘¢ the hoary head is a crown of glory, 
ifit be found in the way of righteoufnefs,”” Prov. xvi. 31. 

g He hach a.filed the head of his confecration, &C.] The whole perfon 
being defiled, confequently the hair of his head was ; which there- 
fore was unfit to be offered to God, and burnt to hishonour; whence 
the polluted hair was to be fhaved clean off, that new might grow 
in its ftead. 

at He finued by tle dead, &c.] i.e. he hath contraéted-a legal un- 
cleannefs, which, tho’ it was involuntary, was a breach of the cerc- 
monial law, and was to be purged after this manner. : 

12 The days that aure before foall be lofty &c.] i.e. fhall not be 
reckoned ; for if he had vowed to bea Nazarite for a whole year, 
and had happened to touch a dead carca‘e in the twelfth month, all 
the preceding eleven months were accounted nothing, but he was to 


renew his vow for another year. : 
Rr 25 The 


i.e. no liquor made from 





The offering of the princes 


NUMBERS. 


at the dedication of the tabernacle, 








Before vary tT t . i- 
Chniersation, and put z¢ in the fire which zs under the facri 
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tice of the peace offerings. 

1g And the prieft fhall take the fodden fhoulder 
of the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the 
bafket, and one unleavened wafer, and fhall put them 
ttpon the Hands of the Nazarite, after the hair of his 
feparation is fhaven: 

20 And the prieft fhall wave them for a wave 
offering before the Lorn: this zs holy for the prieft, 
with the wave breaft and heave fhoulder: and after 
that the Nazarite may drink wine. 

21 This zs the law of the Nazarite who hath vow- 
ed, and of his offering unto the Lorp for his fepa- 
tation, befide that that his hand fhall get: according 
to the vow which he vowed, fo he muft do after the 
law of his feparation. 

22 @ And the Loxrp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

23 Speak unto Aaron and unto his fons, faying, 
On this wife ye fhall blefs the children of Ifrael, 
faying unto them, 

24 The Lorn blefs thee, and keep thee: 

25 The Lokp make his face fhine upon thee, and 
be gracious unto thee: 

26 The Lorp lift up his countenance upon thee, 
and give thee peace. 

27 And they fhall put my name upon the children 
of Ifrael; and I will blefs them. 


A 


CH P. Vil. 


1 The offering of the princes at the dedication of the ta- 
bernacle,’ 4. which is difpofed of among the Levites. 
10, 12, &Fc. The offerings of the princes feverally at 
the dedication of the altar. 89 God fpeaketh to Mofes 

from the mercy feat. 


A N D it came to pafs on the day that Mofes had 

fully fet up the tabernacle, and had anointed 
it, and fanétified it, and all the inftruments thereof, 
both the altar and the veffels thereof,and had anoint- 
ed them, and fan@ified them; 

2 That the princes of Ifrael, heads of the houfe of 
their fathers, who were the princes of the tribes, and 
were over them that were numbered, offered : 

3 And they brought their offering before the Lorn, 
fix covered waggons, and twelve oxen; a waggon 
for two of the princes, and for each one an ox: and 
they brought them before the tabernacle. 

4 1 And the Lorp {pake unto Moles, faying, 





25 The Lord make his face fhine upon thee, &c.| ‘This isa metaphor 
taken from the fun, whofe kindly influences chear and enliven the 
face of nature: in like manner does divine favour fhine forth upon 


the foul, comforting and cherifhing it. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 


Vows ought to be ftri€tly kept ; and Chriftians are more efpecially 
called upon to devote themfelves to God by a life of fobriety, tem- 
perance, purity of manners, and an exemplary conduct. The 
bleffing which the prieft pronounced over the people of Ifrael is an 
excellent pattern of prayer, teaching us, that the favourand blef- 
fing of God is the fountain of all our happinefs; that we ought 
inceffantly to implore that blefling, as well for ourfelves as others ; 
and that the minifters of the Lord efpecially ought to pour out 
their conftant prayers for the people over whom they are fet. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VII. 


1 On the day that Mofes had fully fet up the tabernacle, &c.] i.e. In 
the firft day after the things relating to the tabernacle, the priefts, 
Levites, &c. were finifhed ; the camp formed, and the tribes ranged 
under their feveral ftandards. : 

10 Princes offered for dedicating of the altar, &c.] There being a 
great number of the facrifices offered, it is inferred that the wilder- 
nefs could not be entirely defart, but maft have had paftures in many 
places; fince the Ifraelites had ftill fo many cattle, as to be able 
to fupply the offerings here mentioned, as well asto celebrate the 

affover, which required a very great number both of kids and 
lambs. Thus we find mention madé of the flocks of the Amalekites, 
and of thofe of Nabal, in the wildernefs of Paran, 1 Sam. xv.g. 

11 They fall offer—each prince on his day, &c.] It is impoffible to 
determine abfolutely when the offerings began; though it may be 
reafonably computed thus; the tabernacle was erefted on the firft 
day of the firft month of the {econd year after the Ifraclites came out 
of Egypt, Exod. xl.17- In the confecration of that and the altar, 






















| &c. were confumed feven days, chap. xxix. 37. 


5 Take # of them, that they may be to dothe fer~ Before 
vice of the tabernacle of the congregation: and thouC#RET 
fhalt give them unto the Levites, to every man ac. *?” 
cording to his fervice. s 

6 And Mofes took the waggons and the oxen, 
and gave them unto the Levites. 

7 Two waggons and four oxen he gave unto the — 
fons of Gerfhon, according to their fervice: 

8 And four waggons and eight oxen he gave unto 
the fons of Merari, according unto their fervice, un- 
der the hand of Ithamar the fon of Aaron the prieft. 

g But unto the fons of Kohath he gave none: be. 
caufe the fervice of the fanétuary belonging unto 
themwas that they fhould bear upon their fhoulders. 

10 {i And the princes offered for dedicating of 
the altar in the day that it was anointed, even the 
princes offered their offering before the altar. 

11 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, They fhall 
offer their offering, each prince on his day, for the 
dedicating of the altar. 

12 @ And he that offered his offering the firft day 
was Nahfhon the fon of Amminadab, of the tribe of 
Judah: ¥ 

13 And his offering was one filver charger, the 
weight thereof was an hundred and thirty /hekels, one 
filver bowl of feventy fhekels, after the thekel of 
the fanétuary; both of them were full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering : 

14 One fpoon of ten fhekels of gold, full of incenfe: 

15 One yoyng bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering : 

16 One kid of the goats for a fin offering: 

17 And fora facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Nahfhon the fon of Ammi- 
nadab. 

18 I On the fecond day Nethaneel the fon of 
Zuar, prince of Iffachar, did offer: 

19 He offered for his offering one filver charger, 
the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty fne~ 
els, one filver bowl of feventy fhekels, after the fhe- 
kel of the fan&uary ; both of them full of fine flour 
mingled with oil for a meat offering: 

20 One {poon of gold of ten /hekels, full of incenfe : 

21 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

22 One kid of the goats for a fin offering: 

23 And fora facrifice of peace offerings two oxen, 

five 


The confecration 
of the priefts began on the eighth day, which lafted feven days 
longer, Lew. viii. 33. The paffover and the feafts of unleavened 
bread were kept on the fourteenth day, and lafted till the twenty - 
fecond, Numb, ix. 5. The remainder of the month we may fuppofe 
to have been fpent in delivering the laws mentioned in Leviticus. 
Upon the firft day of the fecond month began the numbering of the 
people, Numb. i. which may be fuppofed to have lafted three days : 
the Levites were numbered on the fourth, A'umé.iii. 4. The next 
day we may imagine they were offered to God, and given to the 
priefts- Onthe ixth day their confecration followed, chap. viii. 7. 
Their feveral charges were delivered onthe feventh, chap. iv. After 
which we may fuppofe the princes began to offer on the eighth day 
of the {econd month, which lafted twelve days, that is to fay, till 
the nineteenth inclufive, and on the twentieth of the fecond month 
they removed to the wildernefs of Paran. 

23 One filwer charger} Every veffel of the fanctuary was of gold ; 
this charger therefore, or broad difh, feems to have been defigned 
for the altar of burnt offerings in the court of the tabernacle: its 
ufe was probably to receive the flefh, which was offered at the altar, 
or the fine flour for meat offerings. 

An hundred and thirty fhekelsy &e.] Thatis, about fixty-five ounces. 

14 One fpom, &c.] The Hebrew word fignifies any concave or 
hollow veffel; its ufe therefore might be to take up the incenfe, in 
order to throw it on the coals in the cenfer. In the folemn expia- 
tion, indeed, the high prieft was to take up the incenle in his hand, 
and throw it on the fire, Lev. xvi-1z. But it might be ordered 
otherwife on {pecial occafions. 

19 He offered for his offering axe filuer charger, %c.] Here it may 
not be improper to obferve, that the reafon for thefe offerings of 
the princes, or heads of the feveral tribes, being all of them of the 
fame number and value, was probably in order to prevent all vain 
boafting and emulation among them, as being men of equal rank and 


authority. 
5455 On 





The offering of the princes CHAP. VII. at the dedication of the tabernacie. 





Before five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year:{| five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the frft year ‘dneren 
CHRIST this was the offering of Nethancel the fon of Zuar. this was the offering of Elifhama the fonof Ainmihud. ~y490, 


eit 54 1 On the eighth day offered Gamaliel the fon of 


‘that fuch are fuitable to the fimplicity of the primitive times, for 


24 Q On the third day Eliab the fon of Helon; 
prince of the children of Zebulun, did offer: 
25 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty /hekels, one filver 


‘bowl of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 


tuary: both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: 

26 One golden fpoon of ten /rekels, full ofincenfe: 

27 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, fora burnt offering: 

28 One kid of the goats for a fin offering: 

29 And fora facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Eliab the fon of Helon. 

30 Z On the fourth day Elizur the fonof Shedeur, 
prince of the children of Reuben, did offer: 

31 His offering was one filver charger of the weight 
of an hundred and thirty /rekels, one filver bowl of 
feventy thekels, after the fhekel of the fan€tuary ; 
both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for 
a meat offering: : 

a2 One golden {poon of ten /hekels, full of incenfe: 

33 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

34 One kid of the goats for a fin offering : 

35 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Elizur the fon of Shedeur. 

36 J On the fifth day Shelumiel the fon of Zuri- 
fhaddai, prince of the children of Simeon, did offer : 

37 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty /rekels, one filver 
bowl of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: 

38 One golden fpoon of ten /hekels, full of incenfe: 

gg One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

40 One kid of the goats for a fin offering: 

41 And fora facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Shelumiel the fon of Zuri~ 
fhaddai. 

42 G On the fixth day Eliafaph the fon of Deuel, 
prince of the children of Gad, offered: 

43 His offering was one filver charger of the weight 
of an hundred and thirty /hekels, a filver bow] of fe- 
venty thekels, after the fhekel of the fan&tuary; both 
of them full of fine flour mingled with oil For a meat 
offering: 

44 One golden fpoon of ten _/fekels, full of incenfe : 

45 One young bullock, one ram, one Jamb of the 
firft year, fora burnt offering: __ 

46 One kid of the goats for a fin offering : 

47 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five Jambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Eliafaph the fon of Deuel. 

48 TOn the feventh day Elifhama, the fon of Am- 
mihud, prince of the children of Ephraim, offered: 

49 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty /hekels, one filver 
bow] of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oi] for a meat offering : 

50 One golden f{poon of ten /hekels, fall of incenfe: 

51 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

52 One kid of the goats for a fin offering : 

53 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 





545 On the eighth day offered Gamaliel tke for of Pedahzury prince 
of the 53 sven of Manaffeb: His offering was, &c-] IF any thould 
object apainft fuch a number of repetitions, they ought to remember 
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Pedahzur, prince of the children of Manaffeh : 

55 His offering was one filver charger of the weight 
of an hundred and thirty /hedels, one filver bow] of 
feventy fhekels, after the flickel of the fantuary ; both 
of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat 
offering: 

56 One golden fpoon of ten /rekels fall of incenfe: 

57 One young bullock, one ram, one [amb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

58 One kid of the goats for a fin offering: 

59 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Gamaliel the fon of Pedahzur. 

60 F On the ninth day Abidan the fon of Gideoni, 
prince of the children of Benjamin, offered : 

_ 61 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty /nekels; one filver 
bowl of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: 

62 One golden {poon of ten /hekels, full of incenfe: 

63 One young builock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

64 One kid of the goats for a fin offering : 

65 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Abidan the fon of Gideoni. 

66 I On the tenth day Ahiezer the fon of Ammi~ 
fhaddai, prince of the children of Dan, offered: 

67 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty /hekels, one filver 
bowl of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary ; both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oi] for a meat offering: 

68 One golden fpoon of ten _/hekels, full of incenfe: 

69 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering : 

7° One kid of the goats for a fin offering: 

71 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, tw6 oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firlt year: 
this was the offering of Ahiezer the fon of Ammi- 
fhaddai. 

72% On the eleventh day Pagiel the fon of Ocran, 
prince of the children of Ather, offered: 

73 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof cvcs an hundred and thirty /rekeds, one filver 
bowl of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering: 

74 One golden fpoon of ten /hekels, full of incenfei 

75 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: _ ; 

76 One kid of the goats for a fin offering : 

77 And for a facrifice of peate offerings, two oxen, 
five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the firft year: 
this was the offering of Pagiel, the fon of Ocran. 

78 On the twelfth day Ahira the fon of Enan, 
prince of the children of Naphtali, offered : 

79 His offering was one filver charger, the weight 
whereof was an hundred and thirty /Ackels, one filver 
bow! of feventy fhekels, after the fhekel of the fanc- 
tuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering : 

80 One golden fpoon of ten /rckels, Full of incenfe : 

81 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the 
firft year, for a burnt offering: 

82 One kid of the goats for a fin offering : 

83 And for a facrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, 

five 





which reafon it is we meet with fo many in Homer, who is thought 
to have lived near the times of Moles. 


61 Seventy fockels,&c-] i.e. About thirty-five ounces: 
85 Au 





The lighting of the lamps. 


NUMBERS. 


The confecration of the Levites, 


LE Ee en nn nee nen ne nae, 
8 Then Iect them take a young bullock with his Before 


Before five rams, five he goats, five Jambs of the firft year: 
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this was the offering of Ahira the fon of Enan. 

$4 This was the dedication of the altar, in the day 
when it was anointed, bythe princes of Hrael: twelve 
chargers of filver, twelve filver bowls, twelve fpoons 
of gold ; . 

85 Each charger of filver weighing an hundred and 
thirty /hekels, each bowl feventy: all the filver veffels 
weighed two thoufand and four hundred /hekels, after 
the frekel of the fanétuary : 

86 The golden fpoons were twelve, full ofincenfe, 
weighing ten /hekels apiece, after the fhekel of the 
fanétuary: all the gold of the fpoons was an hundred 
and twenty /hekels. a3 
_ 87 All the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve 
bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs of the firft year 
twelve, with their meat offering: and the kids of the 
goats for fin offering twelve. 

88 And all the oxen for the facrifice of the peace 
offerings were twenty and four bullocks, the rams 
fixty, the he goats fixty, the lambs of the firft year 
fixty. This was the dedication of the altar, after that 
it was anointed. 

89 & And when Mofes was gone into the taber- 
nacle of the congregation to {peak with him, then he 
heard the voice of one {peaking unto him from off 
the mercy feat.that was upon the ark of tcftimony, 
from between the two cherubims: and he fpake unto 
him. 

C H A P. VIII. 
1 The lighting of the lamps. 5 The confecratien of the 
Levites. 23 Their age and time of fervice. 


ASS D the Lorn {pake unto Mofes, faying, 

ad 2 Speak, unto Aaron,and fay unto him, When 
thou lighteft the lamps, the feven lamps {hall give 
light over againft the candleftick. 

3 And Aaron did fo; he lighted the lamps thereof 
over againft the candleftick, as the Lory command- 
ed Mofes. ae 

4 And this work of the candleflick was of beaten 
gold, unto the fhaft thereof, unto the flowers thereof, 
was beaten work: according unto the pattern which 
the Lorp had fhewed Mofes, fo he made the can- 
dleftick. ae 

5 I And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, ’ 

6 Take the Levites from among the children of 
Ifrael, and cleanfe them. : ; 

7 And thus fhalt thou do unto them, to cleanfe 
them: fprinkle water of purifying upon them, and let 
them fhave all their flefh, and let them wafh their 
clothes, and /o make themfelves clean. 


85 Al the filver veffels weighed two thonfand and foxr bundred feckels,, 
&c.) i. ¢. about one handred pounds troy. ; 

89 Heard the woice of cne fpeaking unte him from of the mercy feat, &c-| 
Here Mofes infotms us in what manners God communicated his will! 
to him; not by any impreffion on his mind, in a vifion, or by the 
reprefehtation of things to him in a dream; but bya clear and dif- 
tinct yoice, which he heard of one {peaking to him from between 
the cherubim, as he .ftood in the outer court of the fantuary ; but 
at the fame time faw no image or fimilitude. Hence the moft holy 

‘place, containing the ark and the mercy feat, from whence ‘this 


divine voice proceeded, was called “ the oracle.” See 1 Kings vi-19. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VII. 
‘When we reflect on the chearfulnefs with which the people contri- 
buted towards finifhing the tabernacle, we may conclude that 
their repentance fer their idolatry was fincere, which they evinc- 
ed by a pious work ; in like manner fhould we beftow of our tem- 
poral things for the fupport of the gofpel, and be always ready to 
diftribute, willingly to communicate ; and alfo with Mofes, draw 
near with humble boldnefs to the mercy feat of our Redeemer, 
who fked his blood upon the crofs for our fins. 


_ EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 
,. 2 Shall give.light over agairft the candiftick.] It would have been 
better if rendered, Shall fhine from before the face of the candle- 
Rick; i, c. fhall give light toevery part of the room ; for.as the fanc- 
tuary had no windows, confequently it had no light but what pro- 
‘ceeded from the lamps placed on the candleitick.” vee 

3 Ae lighted the lamps thereof.) Th was cuftomary to light the mid- 
dlemoft lamp from the fire on the altar, and then all the others were 
lighghd trom that lamp. 
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meat-offering, even fine lourmingled with oil, and an- 
other young bullock fhalt thoutake for a finoffering. 

g And thou fhaltbring the Levites before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation: and thou fhalt gather the 
whole affembly of the children of Hrael together: - 


10 And thou fhalt bring the Levites before the - 


Lory: and the children of Ifrael fhail put their 
hands upon the Levitcs: 

11 And Aaron fhall offer the Levites before the 
Loxp for an offering of the children of Ifracl, that 
they may execute the fervice of the Lorn. 

12 And the Levites fhall lay their hands upon the 
heads of the bullocks: and thou fhalt offerthe one for 
a fin offering,and the other for a burnt offering, -unto 
the Lorp, to make an atonement for the Levites. 

13 And thou fhalt fet the Levites before Aaron; 
‘and before his fons, and offer them /or an offering 
unto the Lorn. 

14 Thus fhalt thou feparate the Levites from among 
the children of Ifrac] : and the Levites fhall be mine. 

15 And after that fhall the Levites goin to dothe 
fervice of the tabernacle of the congregation:and thou 
fhalt eleanfe them, and offer them for an offering. 

16 For they are wholly given unto me from among 
the children of Ifrael ; inftead of fuch as open every 
womb, even znflead of the firftborn of all the children 
of Hfrael,-have I taken them unto me. 

17 For all the firftborn of the children of Ifrae} 
are mine, both man and beaft: on the day that I 
fmote every firftborn in the land of Egypt I fan@tified 
them for myfelf. 

18 And I have taken the L.evites for all the firft- 
born of the children of Irael. : 

sg sind I have given the Levites asa gift to Aaron 
and to his fons from among the children of Ifrael, to 
do the fervice of the children of Hrael in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and to make an atonement 
for the children of Ifrael: that there be no plague 
among the children of Ifrael, when the children of 
Ifrael come nigh unto the fan@uary. 

20 And Mofes, and Aaron, and all the congrega- 
tion of the children of Ifrael, did to the Levites ac= 
cording unto all that the Lorp commanded Mofes 
concerning the Levites, fo did the children of Ifracl 
unto them. 

21 And the Levites were purified, and they wafh- 
ed their clothes, and Aaron offered them as an of- 
fering before the Lorn: and Aaron made an atone~ 
ment for them to cleanfe them. 

22 And after that went the Levites in to do ‘their 

: ::fervice 


rt 





Over againft the candlifiicky &.] Or rather, he ighted the lamps 
placed on all the branches of the candleftick. Maimonides afferts, 
that the fix lamps which were faftencd on the branches which pro- 
ceeded ftom the candleflick, had all of them their faces and their 
wicks turned towards the middlemoft lamp, which was on the body 
of the candleftick. 

7 Sprinkle water of purifying upon them, &c.] i.e. water of purifi- 
cavton from fin; which was prepared with the afhes of a red heifer, 
thar had been offered up fora burnt offering, chap. xix. 17. 

10 The childien of Ifrael foall put theiv hands upon the Lewites.] By 
this action, the Ifraelites expreffed their feparating the Levites tothe 
fervice of the fan@uary, inftead of their firtt-born ; and their tranf-, 
ferring to the former the charge which would otherwife have be- 
longed to the latter. 

11 daron foall fir, &c.] tis in the Hebrew, Aaron fhall wave 
the Levites for a wave offering. Le Clerc fuppofes that they were 
only prefented before God at the altar, or went round about it, at 
Aaron’s command ; for the word often fignifies to offer in general. 

14 The Levites foall be utie.} The Levites were to atrend wholiy 
on the fervice of the tabernacle, as God’s peculiar fervants and mi- 
nifters; and for that reafon they were exempted from all taxes and 
military fervices. 

15 thou fbalt cleanfe them, &c.] 
thou haft cleanfed them. 

19 That there iv 22 plagur, &c.] In order to prevent others from 
incurring the judgments duc to irreverence and profanation, by pre- 
famptvoufly intermeddling in facred things, I have given the -Le- 
vites to Aaron and his fons, that they may officiute in the houfe wf 
God, and prevent others from approaching. . 


This ought to be rendered, After 
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The paffover commanded again. CHAP. IX. The cloud gurdeth the Iractites. 
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Before fervice inthe tabernaclé of the congregation before tr The fourteenth day of the fecond month at fee 


even they fhall keep it, avd eat it with unleavened ~y4co 
i Go. 


CHRIST Aaron, and before his fons: asthe Loxp had com- 


14996 


manded Mofes concerning the Levites, fo did they 

unto them. 

' 29 @ And the Loxn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
24 This zs iz that belongeth unto the Levites: from 

twenty and five years old and upward they fhall go 

in to wait upon the fervice of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: 

25 And from the age of fifty years they fhall ceafe 
waiting upon the fervice thereof, and fhall ferve no 
more: 

26 But fhall minifter with their brethren in the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, to keep the charge, 
and fhall do no fervice. Thus fhalt thou do unto 
the Levites touching their charge. 

CHAP. IX. 

1 The paffover is commanded again. 6 The cafe of fome 
that were unclean. g A fecond paffover is allowed for 
fuch, and for the abfent at the firft. 15 The cloud 
guideth the removals and encampments of the Ifraciites. 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes in the wilder- 
nefs of Sinai, in the firft month of the fecond 


year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, 


faying, 

2 Let the children of Ifrael alfo keep the paffover 
at his appointed feafon. 

3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye 
fhall keep it in his appointed feafon: according to all 
the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies 
thereof, {hall ve keep it. 

4 And Moles fpake unto the children of Ifrael, 
that they fhould keep the paffover. 

And they kept the paffover on the fourteenth 
day of the firft month at even in the wildernefs of 
Sinai: according to all that the Loxp commanded 
Mofes, fo did the children of Ifracl. 

6 ¢ And there were certain men, who were defiled 
by the dead body of a man, that they could not keep 
the paffover on that day: and they .came before 
Mofes and before Aaron on that day: ; 

And thofe men faid unto him, We are defiled 
by the dead body of a man: wherefore are we kept 
back, chat we may not offer an offering of the Lorp 
in his appointed fcafon among the children of Ifrael? 

8 And Mofes faid unto them, Stand ftill, and I will 
hear what the Loxp will command concerning you. 

g And the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 

10 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, faying, If 
any man of you or of your pofterity fhall be unclean 
by reafon of a dead body, or be in a journey afar 
off, yet he fhall keep the paffover unto the Lorp. 


EEE 

26 And foall da no fervice, &e.] i.e. They hall not do any fer- 
vile work, but fhall only inftruct others how fuch work is to be 
perferined. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIII. 


The purification infifte:! upon in this chapter, denotes the neceffity 
there is that our confciences be fprinkled with the blood of 
Chrift ; and as the Levites were to be touched by the people, and 
to prefent facrifices for themfelves, we may learn that it is our 
duty to draw nigh to God, through the merits of Jefus Chrift, 
who is now our high prieft in heaven ; and alfo, that both mini- 
fters and people, are in duty bound to crave mercy of God, as 
no man liveth and finneth nor. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


1 The Lord fpake, &C.} It fhould be tranflated, «© The Lord had 
fpoken,”’ becaufe the fubject of this” narrative was tranfacted a 
month before, though, for particular reafons, not recorded till now. 

5 They kept the paffwer on the faurteenth day of the firfl month at 
even, in the awilderneft, &.] Which was the fecond time of their 
keeping this featt, after their coming out of Egypt; and the laf 
time of their keeping ir, till they entered into the land of Canaan. 

7 Wherefire are we kept back, &c.] We are told that the liw of 
the paffover required every Hfrielite to eat of ir; but they who had 
contraéted any ceremonial pollution were, by the fubfequent Jaws, 
forbidden to cat of the holy things. Here, then, was a very difi- 
cult dilemma, for if they neglected to come to this facred ordinance, 
ed were guilty of a contempt of it; and if they came polluted, 

vO. 12. 
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bread and bitter herds. 

12 They fhall leave none of it unto the morning, 
nor break any bone of it: according to all the ordi- 
nances of the paffover they fhall keep it. 

13 Buttheman that zs clean, and zs not ina journey, 
and forbearcth to keep the paffuver, even the fame 
foul fhall be cut off from among his people: becaufe 
he brought not the offering of the Lorp in his ap- 
pointed feafon, that man fhall bear his fin. 

14 And ifa ftranger fhall fojourn among you, and 
will keep 'the paffover unto the Lory; according to 
the ordinance of the paffover, and according to the 
manner thereof, fo fhall he do: ye fhall have one or- 
dinance both for the ftranger, and for him that was 
born in the land. 

15 @ And on the day that the tabernacle wasreared 
up the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent 
of the teftimony: and at even there was upon the 
tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until 
the morning. 

16 So it was alway: the cloud covered it Jy day, 
and the appearance of fire by night. 

17 And when the cloud was taken up from the ta- 
bernacle, then after tnat the children of Ifrael 
journeyed: and in the place where the cloud 
abode, there the children of Ifracl pitched their 
tents. 

18 Atthecommandment of the Lorp the children 
of Ifrael journeyed, and at the commandinent of the 
Loro they pitched: as long as the cloud abodeupon 
the tabernacle they refted in their tents. 

1g And when the cloud tarried long upon the ta- 
bernacle many days, then the children of Ifrael kept 
the charge of the Lorp, and journeyed not. 

20 And fo it was, when the cloud was a few days 

upon the tabernacle; according to the command- 
ment of the Loxp they abode in their tents, and ac~ 
cording to the commandment of the Lorp they 
journeyed. 
- 21 And fo it was, when the cloud abode from 
even unto the. morning, and ¢hat the cloud was taken 
up in.the.morning, then they journeyed: whether z 
was by day or by night that the cloud was taken up, 
they journeyed. 

22 Or whether it were two days, or a month, ora 
year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, 
remaining thereon, the children of Ifrae] abode in 
their tenis, and journeyed not: but when it was 
taken up, they journeyed. 

23 Atthecommandmentof the Lorn they reftedin 
their rents, and at the commandment of the Lorp they 

: journeyed; 





they were guilty of a profanation of it. So thar to Jay their com- 
plaint before Mofes was neceflary, and a proof of their wifdom. 

6 J will bear what the Lerd unll command, &c.] i.e. Iwill go 
into the fan@tuary, and confult the oracle of God. 

10 Lf any man—be unclean by reafon of a dead body, &c.]  Likewife 
this is to be underftood of all other cafes of legal uncleannefs. 

13 Shall be cut of; &¢ ] i.e. Shall be feparated from the com- 
munity, either by death, hanifhment, or excommunication, though 
it is generally thought to imply a cutting off by death at once. 

14. Ifa franger, &c.) A claufe here is added in favour of ftran- 
gers. This kind of admiffion of thofe who were not native Ifraelites, 
(though it was neceffary they fhould be circumcifed) to eat of the 
paffover, was an intimation of the favour God dcfigned to beftow 
upon the Gentiles at the coming of Chrift; namely, that he would 
make Jew and Gentile one nation. 

16 tbe cloud cavered it by day, and the appearance cf fire by night.) 
What appeared like a cloud by day, appeared asa fire all night; a 
cloud o:ly, would not have been vifible by night; nor would a firs 
have been fo difcernible in the broad day. , 

21 Whesber it was ly day or by night that the chud evas takin up— 
they journeyed] How impatient foever the people mighr be to arrive 
at the promifed Jand, where they expeéted the enjoyment of fo 
many temporal bleflings; and how tedious and troublefome focver 
their journeys proved, we never find them (though otherwife re- 
fraétory enough) murmuring when this fignal was made them, whe- 
ther ic happened by night or day. As long and as far’ss the cleed 
moved, fo Jong end fo far they marched; and wherever it refled, 
there they pitched their tents alfo. 


, 
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The nfe of the filver trumpets. 
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Before 
CHRIST: 


1490. 


journeyed : they kept the charge of the Lonp, at the 
commandment of the Lorn by the hand of Moles. 


CHA P. Xx. 


1 The ufe of the filver trumpets. 11 The Ifraelites remove 
from Sinai to Paran. 14, 18, 22, 25 The order of 
their march. 29 Hobab ts intreated by Mofes not to 
leave them. 33 The bleffing of Mofes at the removing 
and refling of the ark. 
A ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

& 2 Make thee two trumpets of filvers of a whole 
piece fhalt thou make them: that thou mayeft ufe 
them for the calling of the affembly, and for the 
journeying of the camps. . 

3 And when they fhail blow with them, all the al- 
fembly fhall affemble themfelves to thee at the door 
‘of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

4 And if they blow éut with one trumpet, then the 
princes, which are heads of the thoufands of Ifrael, 
fhall gather themfelves unto thee. 

5 When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that 
lie-on the eaft parts fhail go forward. 

6 When ye blow an alarm the fecond time, then 
the camps that lie on the fouth fide fhall take their 
journey: they fhali blow an alarm for their journeys. 

7 But when the cohgregation is to be gathered 
together, ye fhall blow, but ye fhall not found an 
alarm. 

8 And the fons of Aaron, the priefts, fhall blow 
with the trumpets; and tlrey fhall be to you for an 
ordinance for ever throughout your generations. 

g And if ye go to war in your land againft the 
enemy that oppreffeth you, then ye fhall blow an 
alarm with the trumpets; and ye fhall be remembered 
before the Lorp your God, and ye fhali be faved 
from your enemies. 

10 Alfo in'the day of your gladnefs, and in your 
folemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, 
ye fhall blow with the trumpets over your burnt 
offerings, and over the facrifices of your péace offer 
ngs; that they may be to you for a memorial before 
your God: I am the Lorn your God. 

a1 @ And it came to pafs on the twentieth day of 
the fecond month, in the fecond year, that the 


entice ementtrtpatrainpaierds scanner athetshatad actin he ees a A atc 

23 They kept the charge, &c.] 'Thefe were centinels appointed to 
watch ‘day ard night, within view of the cloud of frre, to give timely 
notice to thecatmp of its beginning to rife, and alfo when it refted. 

By the band of Mbfes.\ For Mofes was their law-giver and dircétor, 
and who, at every march and encampment, accompanied the divine 
fignal with a folemn prayer, faying, when the ark ‘fet forward, 
** Rife up, Lord, let thine enemies be (tattered 5” and when it refted, 
« Retuyn, O Lord, unto the many thoufands of Ifrael, ” &c. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CHAP. IX. 


Since the fews celebrated the pafforer as God had appointed, fo we 
fhould ‘inviolably attend upon all ‘the divine ordinances, and the 
sduties that relate to the fervice of God. Secondly, as thoft who 
were outwardly defiled, were not allowed to keep the pxffover'till 
a thonth after, when they were purified; much lefs are obftinate 
and impenitent finners to preferit themfelves before God, or pat- 
‘take of ‘the Lord’s fupper, till purified by fincere repentance. 
Thirdly, Irtvas a glorious La of the Jews, to beled by the 
cloud in the defart, which betokened ‘the prefence of God; but 
how much more happy are we, to be guided ‘by the light of the 
gofpel, which fhews us the way tvherein to walk,"dufing cur {tay 
here below, preparatory to otr arrival in heaven, our true coun- 
try, where all imperfection will be done away! 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 


2 Make thee tavo trumpets; &c.J Which were for the two priefts, 
Eleazar and Ithamar, the fons of Aaron; afterwards, as the priefts 
were increafed, fo were the number of trumpets. In Solomon’s 
time, we read of ‘¢an hundred and twenty priefts, founding with 
trumptts,” 2 Chrox.v. 12. 

3 When they feall blow with thrmy &c.] 
fhall blow anh equal and uniform found. 

5 Wien ye bla az alarm, &c.) i.e. With a quick, broken, and 
quivering found. 

4 When she cangregation is to be gathered together, ye feall blow, but— 
not found an alarm.y "The alarm was direéted to be founded in the 
former cafe, becaufe a broken, fharp found, was belt adapted to ftir 


i.e, When the pricfts 










cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the Before * 
teftimony. ne 


12 And the children of Ifrael took their journeys 
out of the wildernefs of Sinai; and the cloud refted 
in the wildernefs of Paran. 

13 And they firft took their journey according 
to the commandment of the LoxpD by the hand of 
Mofes. ig 

14 @ Inthe firft place went the ftandard of the 
camp of the children of Judah according to their 
armies: and over his hoft was Nahthon the fon of 
Amminadab. 

15 And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Iffachar was Nethaneel the fon of Zuar. 

16 And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Zebulun was Kliab the fon of Helon. 

17 And the tabernacle was taken down: and the 
fons of Gerfhon and the fons of Merari fet forward, 
bearing the tabernacle. 

18 @ And the ftandard of the camp of Reuben fet 
forward according to their armies: and over his hoft 
was Elizur the fon of Shedeur. 

1g And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Simeon was Shelumiel the fon of Zurithaddai. 

20 And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Gad was Eliafaph the fon of Deuel. 

21 And the Kohathites fet forward, bearing the 
fan€tuary: and the other did fet up the tabernacle 
againft they came. ; 

22 Mf and the ftandard of the camp of the chil- 
dren of Ephraim fet forward according to their ar- 
mies: and over his hoft was Elifhama the fon of 
Ammihbud. 

23 And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Manaffah wes Gamaliel the fon of Pedahzgur. 

24 And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Benjamin was Abidan the fon of Gideoni. 

25 2 And the ftandard of the camp of the children 
of Dan fet forward, which was the rereward of all 
the camps throughout their hofts: and over his hoft 
was Ahieger the fon of Ammifhaddai. 

26 And over the hoft of the tribe of the children 
of Afher was Pagiel the fon oF Ocran. 

2” And over the hoft of the tribe of the childrén 
of Naphtali was Ahira the fon of Enan. 

28 Thus 
ard rime rae agra BAN, TTA OLR pte RON TNC ROMER Rd OE Luxeon a 
up and ehcourage the people to rife, and march forward in battle 
againt{[ che Canaanites; but when the congregation was to be af- 
fembled, chen it was ordered they fhould blow a continued, egual 
found, as being iroft fuitable to the quict affembling of the people. 

8 The fons of Aaron foall blow with the trumpets, &c.] None but 
the pri¢fts were appointed to this office, that the people might pay 
the greater regard to the foundings, as if they heard God calling 
upon them by his minifters to attend his fummons. 

For ever, &c.}] isc. As long as your efublifhment lafts. 

9 Ux to war} The fraelites, previous to their going to war, 
were éalléd together to implote a bleffing on theit atms; and a faft 
was proclaimed by the found of trampet, at the fame time that an 


alarm of war was founded. « Blow ye the trumpet, in Zion,” fays - 


the prophet, ‘ dandtify a faft, call a folemn affembly.’" Foe/ ii. 35. 

10 YL kat they may be to you for a memorial, &c.] Stimulating you 
to worlhip God with fervour and éarncftnefs. 

32 The wildernt/ of Paran.] Vhis wildernefs of Paran is thought 
to fignify, ina fri&t fenfe, that part of the defarts of Arabia, only 
between Hazaroth on the weit, and Mount Scir on the waft; but ina 
larger fenife, it feems to clenote all the deYart lying berween the wil- 
deimefs of Shur weftward; towards Egypt and Mount Seir or the 
land of Edom, eaftward; and ‘between the land of Canaan notth- 
ward; and the Red Sea fouthward; in which fenfe ic feerns to be 
meant by Mofes, inthis place, as alfo in Dent-i. 19. 

17 The tabernacle was taken down, &c.| ‘The taking dowa and 
removing the tabernaclt, denotes the inftability of that legal figu- 
rative worfhip, the unfettled {tate of the church, and all its mem- 
bers in this world ; as alfo thé removal of the church from one place 
to another, from Jews to Gentiles, &c. 

21 The other did fet up the tab-ruacle againfi they came.] We under- 
ftand by ‘ the other,’’ the Gerfhonites and Merarites, who before 
had fet forward with the waggons, bearing the boards, pillars, &c. 
of the fanctaary, between the itandard of Judah and Reuben. 

25 And the flandard of the camp, &c.] _ This paffage fhould have 
been tranflated, «* Dan fet forward, gathering to it all the camps;” 
that is, all the reft of the people who did not belong to any parti- 
cular camp, but to all che camps in general. ; 

_ 29 Aebab 





The bleffiing of Mofes at removing the ark, Sc. CHAP. XI. 
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28 Thus were the journeyings of the children of 
Ifrael according to theirarmies,when they fet forward. 

29 § And Mofes faid unto Hobab, the fon of Ra- 
guel the Midianite, Mofes’ father in law, We are 
journeying unto the place of which the Loxp faid, 
Iwill give it you: come thou with us, and we will 
do thee good: for the Lorn hath fpoken good con- 
cerning Ifracl. 

go And he faid tnto him, I will not go; but I will 
depart to mine own land, ‘and to my kindred. 

a1 And he faid, Leave us not, I pray thee; foraf- 
much as thou knoweft how we are to encamp in the 
wildernefs, and thou mayeft be to us inftead of eyes. 

32 And it thall be, if thou go with us, yea, it fhall 
be, that what goodnefs the Lorn fhall do unto us, 
the fame will we do unto thee.. 

33 J “nd they departed from the mount of the 
Lorp three days’ journey: and the ark of the cove- 
nant of che Lorp went before them in the three days’ 
journcy, to fearch outa refting place for them. 

ga And the cloud of the Lorp was upon them by 
day, when they went out of the camp. 

35 And it came to pafs, when the ark fet forward, 
that Mofes faid, Rife up, Lorp, and let thine ene- 
mies be {cattercd; and let them that hate thee flee 
before thee. / 

36 And when it refted, he faid, Return, O Lorn, 
unto the many thoufands of Ifrael. 


CHAP. XI. 


2 The burning at Taberah is quenched Ly Mofes’ prayer. 
4 The people luft for flcfh, and lothe manna. 10 Mofes 
complacneth of his charge. 16 God promufeth to divide 
the burden of it among feventy elders, and to give the 
people flefh for a month. 21 Mofes’ faith ts ftaggered. 
24 God giveth of his fpirit unto the feventy elders. 
31 Quazls are gruventn wrath at Kibroth-hattaavah. 


A ND when the people complained, it difpleafed 

the Lorn: andthe Lorp heard it; and his an- 
per was kindled; and the fire of the Loxp burnt a- 
mong them, and confumed them that were in the utters 
moft parts of the camp. 

z And the people cried unto Mofes; and when 
Mofes prayed unto the Lorp,the fire was quenched. 

3 And he called the name of the place Taberah: 
becaufe the fire of the Lorb burnt among them. 

4% And the mixt multitude that was among them 


“a : : : 

29 Hebal, the fui of Raguel, &c.| We find Ragudl is another name 
for Jethro, who bring returned to his own country, Hobab his fon, 
and the brother of Mofes’s wife, had accompanied Mofesall the time 
the Ifra¢lites encamped at Sinai, which was not far from Midian; 
but fince the people were now marching towards Canaan, he was 
defirous of returning to his father. 

31 Leave us vot, &c-] Here Mofes urges his requeft with fome 
warmth ; becaufe Hobab having lived all his days on the bordets of 
the wildesnefs, was confequently acquainted with every part of it, 
and able to fhew them the conveniences and inconveniences of the 
places they pafied through, and to advife them how toconduét them- 
felves in cafe they fhould be attacked by the neighbouring nations. 

Thou mayefi ke tous inflead of cyes.} That isas a guide to the blind. 
The Syriac has it, Thou fhale be dear to us as our eyes. 

33 The ark of the covenant of the Lerd went before them] ‘That is, 
the ark of the Lord marched in their prefence, the cloud being over 
it inthe midi of their atmy. 

To fearch out a refling places &c.] 
find ohc. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 

The inftructions we are to draw from this chapter, are, from the 

excellent rales Jaid down by Mofes for calling thé people together 
todivine werfhip, to obferve decency and good orderin allfacred 
matters, as becomes thofe who profefs the holy religion of Jefus: 
and, fecondly, That as the ark of the covenant was carried before 
the people when they marched, fo it is our duty, through the 
whole of our chtiftian courfe or pilgrimage through this world, 
to follow Chrift, who is to us what the ark was to the children 
of Ifracl. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 

t The pewple complained] The people began fecretly to murmur a- 
mong themfelves, being weary of living on manna, and wanting a 
variety of food. : 


i.e. to dire thent whete to 





The people luft for flefh. 


fell a lufting: and the children of Ifrael alio wept Before 
again, and faid, Who thall give us {lefh to eat ? Se 


§ Weremember the fifh, which we did eat in Egypt 
freely ; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the 
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick : 

6 But now our foul zs dried a.tay : there is nothing 
at all, befide this manna, defore our eycs. 

7 And the manna was as coriander feed, and the 
colour thereof as the colour of bdelliam. 

8 And the people went about, and gathered 7, and 
ground 7 in mills, or beat 2¢ in a mortar, and baked 
z i pans, and made cakes of it: and the tafte of it 
was as the tafte of frefh oil. 

_9 And when the dew fell upon the camp in the 
night, the manna fell upon it. 

10 @ Then Mofes heard the people weep through- 
out their families, every man in the door of his tentz 
and the anger of the Lor'v was kindled greatly ;. 
Moles alfo was difpleafed. 

r1 And Mofesfaid unto the Lorp, Whercfore haft 
thou affli&ted thy fervant ? and wherefore have I not 
found favour in thy fight, that thou layeft the burden 
of all this people upon me ? 

12 Have I conceived all this people? have I be- 
gotten them, that thou fhouldeft fay unto me, Carry 
them in thy bofom, as a nurfing father beareth the 
fucking child, unto the land which thou fwareft unto 
their fathers ? 

13 Whence fhould I have flefh to give unto all 
this people? for they weep unto ime, faying, Give us 
flefh, that we may eat. 

141 am notable to bear all this people alone, be-~ 
caufe zt 7s too heavy for me. 

15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray 
thee, outof hand, if I have found favour in thy fight; 
and let me not fee my wretchednefs. 

16 § And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Gather unto 
me feventy men of the elders of Ifrael, whom thou 
knoweft to bé the elders of the people, and officers 
over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the 
congregation, that they may ftand there with thee. 

17 And I will come downand talk with thee there : 
and-I will take of the fpirit which zs upon thee, and 
will put i upon them; and they fhall bear the burden 
of the people with thee, that thou bear z¢ not thyfelf 
alone. 

18 And fay thou unto the people, Sanétify your. 
felves againft to morrow, and ye fhiall eat flefh: for ye 

have 
nt pear tg eer are We a SETI, 

The fire of the Lord, &c-} Many by this expreffion underftand 
lightning, which is called the fire of God,” 2 Kings i. 12. Fobi. 
16. proceeding either immediately from heaven, or from the pillar of 
the cloud : others think it might be one of thofe hor blighting winds, 
common in the defarts of Arabia, and which the prophet fpeaks of, 
Ezek. xix. rz. b 

2 Was quenched, &c.| The fire ceaféd from deftroying the people. 

4 Who frall give us fyb, &c.] ‘This fudden and'abrupt queftion is 
an expreffion of a vehement, impatient defire, mixed with defpair, 
as in Pala cxiii. 5. ns 

5 We remember the ffl, &c-] Now the Egyptian profelytes, who 
appar to have been the fomenters of this murmuring, having {pread. 
the fpirit of diffenfion among the Ifraclites ; they openly reproach 
their deliverer, as having decoyed them from a very plentiful coun- 
try, abounding with a variety of delicious fifh, fuch as the Jake 
Meeris and the river Nile in Egypt wére famed for ; and a rich foil, 
producing the beft herbs, fallads,and fruits; all of which they had 
now exchanged fora miferable, ftarving condition, and had nothing 
but manna to cloy them. 7 

10 The anger of the Lord, &c.] This and fimilor paffages of forips 
ture are not to be taken in a literal fenfe ; fur Gad is not moved: or 
actuated by paffion ; fuch expreffions are only accommodated to our 
capacities and manner of fpeaking. , 

14, Lam nit able to bear all this people, &¢.] i.e. E havenot firength 
to undergo the toil of bearing all their complaints, and appealing 
their tumults. aus 

15 Let me nor fee my wretchednfi.} "This is an expreffion of great 
affebtion towards fo ungrateful a people, Tht mea&ming is, kt me 
hot live to fee the miferies which they are inevitably drawing upon 
themfelves by their murmurings, while the enemics of God intalt 
over them, and rejoice in their downfall. : 

18 SanAify yeurfelves, &c.] i.¢. Make yousfeives ready fo receive 

: God with gratitude. : 
this Pie from God with gra a0 Uatit 


, 
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 Mofes’ faith is ftaggered. 


NUMBERS. 


_ Sedition of Miriam and Aaron rebuhed 





Before 


have wept in the cars of the Lorp, faying, Who 


4 RIST Hall vive us flefh to eat? for zt was well with us in 


1490. 


Egypt: therefore the Lorn will give you flefh, and 
ye fhall eat. . 

19 Ye fhall not eat one day, nor two days, nor 
five days, ncither ten days, nor twenty days; 

20 But even a whole month, until it come out at 
your noltrils, and it be loathfome unto you: becaufe 
that ye have defpifed the Lorb which zs among you, 
and have wept before him, faying, Why came we 
forth out of Egypt? 

21 2 And Mofes faid, The people, among whom 
J am, ave fix hundred thoufand footmen; and thou 
haft faid, I will give them fieth, that they may cat a 
whole month. 

22 Shall the flocks and the herds be flain for them, 
to fuffice them? or fhall all the fifh of the fea be 
gathered together for them, to fuffice them? 

23 And the Lorn faid unto Moles, Is the Lonrp’s 
hand waxed fhort? thou fhalt fee now whether my 
word fhall come to pafs unto thee or not. 

24 4 And Mofes went out, and told the people the 
words of the Lorn, and gathered the feventy men of 
the elders of the people, and fet them round about 
the tabernacle. 

25 And the Lorn came down in a cloud, and 
fpake unto him, and took of the fpirit that was upon 
him, and gave zt unto the feventy elders: and it 
came to pafs, ¢haé, when the fpirit refied upon them, 
they prophefied, and did not ceafe.- 

26 But there remained two of the men in the camp, 
the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of 
the other Medad: and the fpirit refted upon them; 
and they weve of them that were written, but went 
not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophefied 


in the camp. 
27 And there ran a young man, and told Mofes, 
and faid, Eldad and Medad do prophcfy in the camp. 
28 And Jofhua the fon of Nun, the fervant of 
Moles, one of his young men, anfwered and faid, My 


lord Mofes, forbid them. 
2g And Mofes faid unto him, Envieft thou formy 


fake? would God that all the Lorp’s people were 
prophets, azd that the Lory would put his {pirit 
upon them. 


20 Until it come out at your noftrils, &e.] i.e. Until your impa- 
tient appetites be glutted, and you are convinced to your fhame 
and confufion, of your monftrous ingratitude to the Lord. 

23 ds the Lord’s hard waxed foort?] i. e- Is notthe fame omni- 
potence that created the world, the fame power that divided the fea, 
and opened the rocks, ftill able to procure brend for his people ? 

25 Took of: the fptrit that was upm hint and gave it to the feventy elders 
&e.4 Which fignifies he beftowed upon them the gifts of infpira- 
tion or prophecy, whercby they were enabled with uncommon 
power of words, and fupernatural ftrength and vivacity of argument, 
to fet forth the praifes of God, the excellencies of his laws, and to 
perfuade the people to a paflive fubmiffion to his will. 

26 There remained two of the men in the camp, &¢.J 
thofe feventy elders whom Mofes had now ordained. 

29 Enaicft thou for my fake?) Mofes reproves his advifer, and re- 
jects his counfel; becaufe, fuppofing they had been guilty of an 
irregularity, Jofhua was too warm uponthem. Hence we learn, thar 
our zeal fhould always be tempered with meeknefs and wifdom. 

Would God that all the Lord's people were prophets, &c.] Here Mofes 
wifhes that they were all infpired to fing the praifes of Jehovah, and 
recommend virtue and religion one to another: but then he wifhes 
alfo that the Lord would put his Spirit upon them, and would nor 
have thofe fet up for prophets who are not properly qualified. Lee 
thofe vain, formal, and illiterate pretenders confider this, who in- 
trude themfelves into the facred office. 

31 There went forth a wind from the Lord] i.e. A fouth wind, 
Pfalm xxviii, and it is faid to be ‘* from the Lord,’’ becaufe it was 
ordered and direéted by his fpecial power and providence. 

And brought quails from the fea, &c.] As in Lxod. xvi. 13. 

33 Whe wrath of the Lord was kinaled, &e.) For they were notin 
the fame diftrefsful circumftances now as before: when they firft 
murmured, they were really in want of provifion, and therefore God 
pitied their diftrefs, and fent them a fepply: but now they com- 
plained not from neceflity, but wantonnefs, fince they had plenty of 
manna for their prefent ufe. 

34 Kibroth-hattaavah, &c.] Which fignifies, the graves of Inf; 
becanfe thofe were buried there who by their luit had occafioned the 


plague. 


i.c. Two of 


3 


















30 And Mofes gat him into the camp, he and the Before 


elders of Ifracl. 

31 Q And there went forth a wind fromthe Lorn, 
and brought quails from the fea, and let ¢hem fall by 
the camp, as it were a day’s journey on this fide, 
and as it were a day’s journey on the other fide, 
round about the camp, and as it were two cubits 
high upon the face of the carth. 

32 And the people ftood up all that day, and all 
that night, and all the next day, and they yathered 
the quails: he that gathered Icaft gathered ten ho- 
mers: and they fpread ¢hem all abroad for themfelves 
round about the camp. 

33 And while the flefh cas yct between their teeth, 
ere it was chewed, the wrath of the Lor p was kindled 


# avainft the people, and the Loxy fmote the people 


with a very great plague. 

34 \nd he called the name of that place Kibroth- 
hattaavah : becaufe there they buried the people 
that Jufted. 

35 And the people journeyed from Kibroth-hatta- 
avah unto Hlazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth. 


Cc H AP. XII. 
1 God reluheth the fedtiion of Miriam and Aaron. 10 
Miriam’s leprofy; Mofes prayeth for her. 14 God 


commandeth her to be fhut out of the camp feven days. 
16 The people encump in the wildernefs of Paran. 


pe D Miriam and Aaron fpake againft Mofes 
becaufe of the Ethiopian woman whom he had 
married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman. 

2 And they faid, Hath the Loxp indeed {poken 


only by Mofes? hath he not {poken alfo by us? And 
the Lorp heard i. 

3 (Now the man Mofes was very meek, above all 
the men which cere upon the face of the earth.) 

4 And the Lorn fpake fuddenly unto Mofes, and 
unto Aaron, and unto Miriain, Come out ye three 
unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they 
three came out. 

5 And the Lorn came down in the pillar of the 
cloud, and ftood zz the door of the tabernacle, and 
called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth. 

6 And he faid, Hear now my words: If there be 
a prophet among you, J the Lorp will make my- 


felf 
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GENERAL REFLECTIONS oy CHAP, XI. 


This nitory teaches us, that we fhould not luft after evil things, as 
the children of Ifrael Jufted : that we fhould not be difpleafed at 
the favour of God to others, nor prefer earthly things to heavenly : 
that God punifhed the children of Irael, by giving them flefh, as 
they defired, which fhews that God gives men fometimes in his 
wrath what they afk of him; and they are often punifhed in ob- 
taining their wifhes. Laftly, The anfwer and with of Mofes, 
that all the Lord’s people were prophets, admonifhes us not to 
envy the bleflings that God beftows upon others; but, on the 
contrary’, to rejoice as often as we fee the glory of God promoted, 
either by ourfelves or our neighbours. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XII. 


1 Becanfe of the Ethiopian woman, &c.] Which, as meft interpre. 
ters think, is of Zipporah, whom Aaron and Miriam in contempt 
called an Ethiopian, though it fhould have been rendered rhe 
Cufhite, or Arabian woman, fhe being a native of Midian, a diftrict 
of Arabia. 

2 And they faid, Hath the Lord indred [palen only hy Mefer, &e.] Se- 
veral have conje€tured that this difference between Miofes, his bro- 
ther, and fifter, arofe from hence——-When Jethro his father-ia-taw 
was in the camp, Mofes, purfuant to his advice, appointed judges to 
determine inferior caufes; and afterwards finding his fon Hobab 
very ferviccable to him, he intreated him te itay with him, re- 
pofing great confidence in him; in the preceding chapter too we 
read thar feventy elders were nominated by Moies. without con- 
faulting Aaron and Miriam; the ftory of their quarrel thereiore 
being immediately fubjoined, it fecms as if they thought them. 
felves negle€ted, and that they were difpleafed becaufe their ad- 
vice was not afked in an affair of fueh timportance; hut being 
afraid to charge Mofes direttly, they vented their fpleen upen 
his wife, giving her opprobrious names, and probably complained 
to the people of the too great influence which Zipporah and 
Hobab had over Mofes. 
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Before myfelf known in a vifion, and will fpeak unto him in 
CHRIST, dream. 


“Mirtam’s leprofy. . CHAP. XIII. _ The names of the pies: 


3 And Mofes by the commaridment ‘of the Lor’ 
fent them from the wildernefs of Paran: all thofe’ 
men were heads of the children of Ifrael. 

4. And thefe were their names: of the tribe of Reu- 
‘ben, Shammua the fonof Zaccur. 

§ Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the fon of Hori. 
6 Of thetribe of Judah,Caleb the fon of Jephunneh. 
7 OF the tribe of Iffachar, Igal the fon of Jofeph. 
8 OF the tribe of Ephraim, Ofhea the fon of Nun. 




























7 My fervant Mofes zs not fo, who zs faithful inall 
mine houfe. 

8 With him will I fpeak mouth to mouth, even ap- 
parently,and notin dark fpeeches; and the fimilitude 
of the Lorp fhall he behold,: wherefore then were 
ye not afraid to fpeak againft my fervant Mofes? 

g And-the anger of the Lorn was kindled againft 
them ; and he departed. g Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the fonof Raphu. 

10 @ And the cloud departed from off the taber- 10 Of thetribeof Zebulun,Gaddiel the fon of Sodi. 
nacle ; and, behold, Miriam decameleprous, white as' 11 Of the tribe of Jofeph, namely, of the tribe of 
fnow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold,}| Manaffeh, Gaddi the fon of Sufi. . 

Sie was \eprous. 12 Ofthe tribe of Dan,Ammiel the fonof Gemalli. 

11 And Aaron faid unto Mofes, Alas, my lord, I 13 Of the tribe of:A fher,Sethur the fon of Michael. 
befeech thee, lay not the fin upon us, wherein we have 14 OF the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the fon of 
done foolifhly, and wherein we have finned. Vophh. 

12 Let her not be‘as one dead, of whom the flefh 15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the fon of Machi. 
is half confumed when he cometh out of his mother’s 16 Thefe cre the names of the men which Mofes 
womb: fent to fpy out the land. And Mofes called Ofhca 


1g And Moles cried uato the Lord, faying, Heal | [the fon of Nun Jehothua. 
her now, O God, I befeech thee. 17 I And Mofes fent them to {py out the land of 
14.9 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, If her father {} Canaan, and faid unto them, Get you up this way 
had but fpit in her face, fhould fhe not be afhamed |{fouthward, and go up into the mountain: 
feven days ? let her be {hut out from the camp fevenf] 18 And fee the land, whatit 7s; and the people 
_ days, and after that let her be received in again. | that dwelleth therein, whether they de ftrong or weak; 


¥5 And Miriam-was fhut out from the camp feven |} few or many ; 
days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam wasf{{ 19 And what the land zs that they dwell in, whether 
brought in agazn. Jit be good or bad; and what cities they.be-that they 
x6 @ And afterward the people removed from Ha-{}-dwell in, whether in tents, or in ftrong holds ; 
zeroth, and pitched in the wildernefs of Paran. | 20 And what the land zs, whether it de fat'or lean, 
J.whether there.be wood therein, or not. And be ye of 
CHAP.. XIII. 


|good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. 
1 The names of the men who are fentto fearch the land :} ‘Now the ume was the time.of the firftripe’ grapes. 
17 Their infiruétions: 21 Their atts: 26 Their relation. 21 ISo they went up, and: fearched the land from 


the wildernefs of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to 


A ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, | ‘Hamath. ~ . 
. 2 Send thou men, that they may fearch thef}; 22 And they afcended by the fonth, and came 
{unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Shebfhai, and Talmai, 


land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of}; 
Wrael : of every tribe of their fathers fhall ye fend a] the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built 
feven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 


man, every one a ruler among them. 

- 23 And 
TE 
in oppofing him had difpleafed God her fpiritual father, fhe oughr 
to take fhame to herfelf, and likewife on account of her diftemper 
undergo that temporary exile, which was prefcribed for legal impu- 
fities. Fob. xxx. 10. Laiah 1. 6. Lev. xxi, 8. Numb. vi. 9. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIL 


From the events in this chapter we may remark, that good men are 
often expofed to croffes and trials, even from thofé who ought to 
{upport and affift them: thar God punithes thofe who maltreat his 
fervants; and, laftly, that Mofes prayeth for Miriam, though he 
was fo much injured by her; which teaches us to do good to thofe 
that do us evil, and to pray for them, rather than wifh them evil, 
or do‘any to them. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIII, 


2 Send thou men, that they may fearch the land’; &c.} In Deut. i. 22, 
23, it appears that the people firft requetted that fpies might be 
fent, and therefore Mofes in fending them did it in campliance. to 
their humour. 

16 Mofes called Ofbea the fen of Nun Febofhua.] We find in Exod, 
xvii. 9, when he went to fight the Amalckites. he was. called Jothua, 
aword of the fame import with Jefus, which fignified a faviour; 
and he is more than once called by that name in the Septuagint 
tranflation, He wasa type of Chrift ; for as he led the Ifraelires into 
Canaan, fodoes our blefled Saviour bring us to the heaven]}: Canaan, 
*€ the reft which remaineth for the people of God.” 

18 See the land, what it is, &c.] From this we may fappofe that 
little commerce had been carried on between Egypt and Canaan 
fince Jacob’s days; otherwife they could not have been unacquainted 
with thefe matters. 

19 Whether in tents, or in firong 4olds.] Tt isin the Vulgate and Sep- 

tuagint, Whether in cities with or without walls. 
. 21 The wildernefs of Zin} Which lay near Kadefh-barnea, on the 
fouth-eaft of Canaan. “There was a place called the wildernefs of 
Sin, Exod. xvi, 1. which lay on the fouth-weft; and therefore muft 
not be confounded with the former. 3 

Unto Bebob, &c.] Which city ftood north of Canaan, near the fea 
coaft, not far from Zidon. 

22 Ube children of Anat, &C.] They were a gigantic race of men, 
who took their name from Anak their progenitor; they were fo ter- 
‘rible to their neighbours, that it became a proverbial faying, among. 
them, Who can ftand before the children of Anak ? 
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9 My fervant Mofes is not fo] Mofes is a prophet of a fuperior rank, 
to whom I impart my mind ina far more noble and extenfive 
manner ; who in his interviews with Gad is nor intranced in vifions, 
but-is always awake, and perfect mafter of himfelf. 

Whois faithful in all rine boufe.) Becaufe he executed the divine 
commarids with great exnctnefs, doing nothing of himfelf, as he was 
now falfely accufed. Mofes in this was a type of Chrif, who is 
conftituted head of the chriftian church, though with a far greater 
extent of authority and power, /ivé. iii. z. 

The fimilitude of the Lord foall be bihald, &c.} "This according to 

” the prefent tranflation, is direly contrary to what Mofes himfelf 
exprefsly declares, Deut. iv. 25. that he {aw no fimilicude ; it fhould 
therefore be render-d as follows, being cqnneCted with the foregoing. 
words: Not in dark {peeches, and ina figure, fhall he behold the Lord. 

10 The cloud departed from uff the taberna le] It ftood ata diftance, 
till Miriam was removed from the tabernacle, and carried out of the 
camp. 

Miriam became leprens] Miriam’s leprofy did not proceed, as was 
the ufual cafe, from a previous ill di/pofition of the blood and juices, 
but it feized her inftantanecoufly, and was turned fuddenly into that 
infinity of {mall imperceptible and correding worms which naturally 
were the more immediate caufe of that diftemper; a juft punifhment 
for her decraction and pride ! 

Aaron looked upan Miriam, and bebald foe was leprous,| It feems the 
reafon why Aaron was exempted from this punifhment was becau‘e 
he was appointed to be a judge of leprofy, which office he could not’ 
have performed, had he beena leper himfelf; and becaufe as he was 
fo- lately confecrated an high prieft, God did not think proper, for 
the prefervation of his authority, fo foon to render him vile and 
contemptible in the eyes of the people ; it is thought too that Mi- 
riam might be the firft in the tranfgreffion, and that fhe drew Aaron f, 
(who feems in other inftances to have been a perfon of too much 
facility ; over to her party. 

ut Lay nat the fin upin ut, 8c.) Senfible of the fuperior dignity of 
Mofes, and of his own folly, Aaron begs of him in the mott fubmif- 
five terms to forgive him, and to intercede with God for the life of 
Ris fiter, who muit have died of her diftemper, had not the divine 
power miraculoufly interpofed. 

v4 Uf ker father had but fptt in ber face, &c.} Which was a token} 
of great auger and contempt ; a daughter under fuch c«ircumftances 
would be athamed for fome time to look her father inthe face; and 
as Reon had by her diffenfion offended Mofes her civil parent,.and 
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Their atts and reports. 


NUMBERS. The people murmur at the Spies report. 





Before 


CHRIST 
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1 


23 And they came unto the brook of Efhcol, and 
cut down from thence a branch with one clulter of 
grapes, and they bare it between two upon a ftaff ; 


and they drought of the pomegranates, and of the] 


figs. 
Be The place was called the brook Efhcol, be- 
caufe of the clufter of grapes which the children of 
Ifrael cut down from thence. 

25 And they returned from fearching of the land 
after forty days. 

26 {And they went and came to Mofes, and to 
Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children 
of Ifrael, unto the wildernefs of Paran, to Kadefh ; 
and brought back word unto them, and unto all the 
congregation, and fhewed. them the fruit of the 
land. 

27 And they told him, and faid, We came unto 
the land whither thou fenteft us, and furely it 
floweth with milk and honcy; and this zs the fruit 
of it. 

28 Neverthelefs the people de ftrong that dwell 
in the land, and the cities ave walled, and very great: 
and moreover we faw the children of Anak there. 

29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the foath: 
and the Hittites, and the Jebufites and the Amorites, 
dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell 
by the fea, and by the coaft of Jordan. 

jo And Caleb ftilled the people before Mofes, and 
faid, Let us go up at once, and poffefs it; for we are 
well able to overcome it. 

31 But the men that went up with him faid, We 
be not able to go up againft the people: for they 
ere {tronger than we. 

32 And they brought up an evil report of the land 
which they had fearched unto the children of Ifrael, 
faying, The land, through which we have gone to 
fearch it, zs a land that eateth up the inhabitants. 
thereof; and all the people that we faw in it are men 
of a great ftature. 

33 And there we faw the giants, the fons of Anak, 
which come of the giants: and we were in our own fight 
as grafhoppers, and fo we were in their fight. 


CHAP. XIV. 


1 The people murmur at the news. 6 Fafhua and Caleb 
labour to pacify them. 11 Gad threaieneth them. 13 
Mofes intercedeth with God, and obtaincth pardon; 26 





23 A branch with one clufter of grapes, and they hare it betzveen two 
upon a flaft, &c.] ‘This was both on account of its weight, and to 
preferve it from bruifing. Thar there are vines and grapes of pro- 
digious fize in the eaftern and fouthern parts of the world, is re- 
corded by feveral writers; particularly Strabo, Pliny, Olearius, and 
the learned Huet. 

30 Let xs go up at once, and poff-fs it, &c.| So great was the confi- 
dence of Caleb, that he entertained no doubt of conqueit; therefore 
he faid not, Let us go up and conquer it, but, * Let us go up at 
once, and poffefs it,” as 1f it was already conquered. 

32 4 land that cateth up the inhabitants thereof, &c.)  Thefe words 
feem to relate to the vaft number of inhabitants, and to fignify they 
were fo numerous, that the land was f{carce fufficient for their main- 


tenance. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIII. 

God was pvleafed to fend fpies into Canaan, to encourage his peo- 
ple to obtain that country, and ftrengthen their faith in his pro- 
mifes. Thofe fpics, who frightened the people, reprefent to us 
‘fach perfons as, inftead of animating them{elves to do their duty, 
and overcome difficulties in their way to heaven, lofe their cou- 
rage, and difhearten others by pretending thar the difficulties 
are infurmountable, and the duties of holinefs beyond our reach. 
Bur Jofhua and Caleb defcribe to us thofé zealous perfons who do 
not fuffer themfelves to be mffled by the multitude, but who al- 
ways Cleave to God and their duty, and are not difcouraged at 
‘the fight of thofe confliéts which they are to undergo, relying on 
the divine‘aid for fupport. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 

1 All the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried, &c.] Thus no- 
thing but Jamentations were to be heard, and grievous complaints of 
the melancholy condition of themfelves and families; who, as they 
fallely fuppofed, afterall their hardthips, were now to be expofed 
to the merey of.their cruel enemies, 
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but the murmurers are excluded from entering into the ‘Before 

promifed land. 36 The men who raifed the evil re. C2 R1ST 

port concerning the land die by a plague. 40 The Hees 
people, that againft the will of God would invade the 

land, are fmitien by the inhatitauts of it. 

A N D all the congregation lifted up their voice, 
and cried: and the people wept that night. 

2 And all the children of Ifrael murmured againft 
Mofes and againft Aaron: and the whole congre- 
gation faid unto them, Would God that we had died 
In the land of Exypt! or would God we had died 
in the wildernefs ! 

3 And wherefore hath the Lorn brought us unto 
this land, to fall by the fword, that our wives and 
our children fhould be a prey? were it not better 
for us to return into Egypt? 

4 “And they faid one to another, Let us make a 
captain, and let us return into Egypt. 

§ Then Mofes and Aaron fell on their faces before 
all the affembly of the congregation of the children 
of Ifrael, 

6 @ And Jofhuathe fon of Nun, and Caleb the 
fon of fephunneh, which were of them that fearched 
the land, rent their clothes; 

7 And they {pake unto all the company of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, faying, The land, which we pafled 
through to fearch it, zs an exceeding good land. 

8 If the Loxp delight in us, then he will bring us 
into this Jand, and give it us; a land which floweth 
with milk and honey. ‘ 

g Only rebel not ye againft the Lorn, neither fear 
ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: 
their defence is departcd from them, and the Lorn is 
with us: fear them not. 

10 But all the congregation bade ftone them with 
ftones. And the glory of the Lorn appeared in the 
tabernacle of the congregation before all the chil- 
dren of Ifrael. ; . 

11 { And the Lorp faid unto Mofes,. How long 
will this people provoke me? and how long will it be 
ere they believe me, for all the figns which I have 
fhewed among.them? ; 5 

12 I will fmite them with the peftilence, and difin- 
herit them, and will make of thee a greater nation 
and mightier that they. 


13 § And Mofes faid unto the Lorn, Then the 
Egyptians 





3 Wherefore hath the Lerd briught us unto this land, &c.] The peo- 
ple not only accufe Mofes, but even God himfelf, as if he had dealt 
deceitfully with them. 

4 Let as make us acaptain, and let us return into Ecypt.| Thus their 
outrageous difpofition had infatuated their minds; for how could 
they propofe to get thither without food? could they imagine God 
would fend it them from heaven, after they had fo fhamefully for- 
faken him? how were they to find their way, when the cloud which ° 
directed them was withdrawn? or if they did, how were they to con- 
tend with the nations that fhould oppofe them in their paffage ; and, 
after all, when they came into Egypt, what reception could they 
expeét from 2 people who had fuffered fo feverely through them? It 
is amazing, that notwithftanding all thefe difficulties, they fhould 
perfift in their madnefs, and refolve to choofe a new commander to 
lead them back again!’ Nehemiah tells us, chap. ix. 17. that they 
did actually appoint them a captain. 

Then Males and Aaron fell on their feces, &C.} i.e. 'To deprecate 
the wrath of Gad. 

8 Lf tke Lord delight in us, &c.) i.e. If wedo not forfeit his fa- 
vour, he will enable us to drive our the Canaanites, and fertle us 
in the poffeffion of this land. 

9g The are bread for us] This fignifies an eafy prey. 
xxiv. 8. 

Their defence is departed from them, &¢.1 i.e. They have filled up 
the meafure of their iniquities, and the divine protection is with- 
Adrawn from them; which, if we do not forfeit 1t by our rebellion, 

is infured to.us. 

11 And the Lord faid unto M-fes]_ The Lord fpoke out of the 
cloud upon the tabernacle. 

How long will this people prrvoke me?] This fuggefts that they 
had often provoked him, and had done it long ago, and ftill conti- 
nued to do fo; and he had long bore their provocations; but it was 

g noc reafonable, nor could it be expected by Mofes or any other, that 


| he would bear them much longer. 


See chap. 


15 Then 
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Mofes obtaineth their pardon. 


CHAP. XIV. The murmurers excluded the promzfed land. 
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whole number, from twenty years old and upward, 
which have murmured againft me. c 

30 Doubtlefs ye fhall not come into the land, 
concerning which I {ware to make you dwell therein, 
fave Caleb the fon of Jephunneh, and Jofhua the 
fon of Nun. - : 

31 But your little ones, which ye faid fhould be a 
prey, them will I bring in, and they fhall know the 
land which ye have defpifed: 

32 But as for you, your carcales, they fhall fall in 
this wildernefs. ° . ‘ : ; 

33 And your children fhall wander in the wilder~ 
nefs forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until 
your carcafes be walted in the wildernefs. 

34 After the number of the days in which ye 
fearched the land, even forty days, each day for a 
year, fhall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, 
and ye thall know my breach. of promife. 

35 I the Lorn have faid, I will furely do it unto 
all this evil congregation, that are gathered together 
againft me: in this wildernefs they fhall be confumed, 
and there they fhall dic. 

36 @ And the men, which Mofes fent to fearch 
the land, who returned, and made all the congrega- 
tion to murmur againft him, by bringing up a flander 
upon the land, 

37 Even thofe men -that did bring up the evil 
report upon the land, died by the plague before 
the Lorn. 

38 But Jofhua the fon of Nun, and Caleb the fon 
of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to 
fearch the land, lived fill. : 

. 39 And Mofes told thefe fayings unto all the chil- 
‘dren of Ifracl: and the people mourned greatly. 

404 And they rofe up early in the morning, and 
gat them up into the top of the mountain, faying, 
Lo, we Ze here, and will go up unto the place which 
the Lorp hath promifed: for we have finned. 

41 And Mofes faid, Wherefore now do ye tranf. 
grefs the commandment of the Lorn? but it fhall 
not profper. : 

42 Go not up, for the Lorp zs not among you; 
that ye be not fmitten before your enemies. 
| 43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are 
there before you, and ye fhall fall by the fword: 
becaufe ye are turned away from the Lorp, there- 
fore the Lorn will not be with you. 

44 But they prefumed to go up unto the hill top: 
neverthclefs the ark of the covenant of the Lorp, 
‘and Mofes, departed not out of the camp. 

45 Then the Amalckites came down, and the Ca- 
naanites which dwelt in that hill, and finote them, 
and difcomfited them, even unto Hormah. 

CHAP. 


Egyptians fhall hear zt, (for thou broughteft up this 
people in thy might from among them;) ‘ 

14 And they will tell 7 to the inhabitants of this 
land: for they have heard that thou Lorp art among 
this people, that thou Lorp art feen face to face, 
and ééat thy cloud ftandeth over them, and fhat thou 
goelt before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, 
and in a pillar of fire by night. 

15 Now zf thou fhalt kill a// this people as one 
man, then the nations which have heard the fame 
of thee will fpeak, faying, 

16 Becaufe the Lorp was not able to bring this 
people into the land which he fware unto them, 
therefore he hath flain them in the wildernefs. 

17 And now I befeech thee, let the power of my 
Loxp be great, according as thou haft fpoken, faying, 

18 The Lonrpzs longfuffering, and of great mercy, 
forgiving iniquity and tranfgreffion, and by no means 
clearing the guilty, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers 
upon the children unto the third and fourth gene- 
ratzon. 

t9 Pardon, I befeech thee, the iniquity of this 
peopleaccordingunto the greatnefs of thy mercy,and 
as thou halt forgiven this people, from Egypt even 
until now. 

20 And the Lorp faid, I have pardoned accord-~ 
ing to thy word: f 

21 -Butas truly as J live, all the earth fhall be filled 
with the glory of the Logo. : 

22 Becaufe all thofe men which have feen my glory, 
and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wil- 
dernefs, have tempted mc now thefe ten times, and 
have not hearkened to my voice; 

23 Surely they fhall not fee the land which I fware 
unto their fathers, neither fhall any of them that pro- 
voked me fee it: 

24 But my fervant Caleb, becaufe he had another 
fpirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will 
I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his feed J 
fhall poffefs it. 

25 (Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt 
in the valley.) To morrow turn you, and get you 
into the wildernefs by the way of the Red fea. 

264 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, faying, 

27 How long /hall I bear with this evil congrega- 
tion, which murmur againft me? I have heard the 
murmurings of the children of Ifrael, which they 
murmur againft me. : 

28 Say unto them, As truly asI live, faith the Loxp, 
as ye have fpoken in mine ears, fo will I do to you. 

29 Your carcafes, fhall fall in this wildernefs; and 
all that were numbered of you, according to your 































be moft prudent in you to remove hence; and inflead ‘of proceeding 
to take poffeffion of the land, to return through the wildernefs ro- 
wards the Red fea, from whence ye came. 

33 Veur children {ball wander in the avildernefs forty years} Whata 
terrible reflection this! to be doomed themfelves to perifh in the 
wilderncfs, and not be fuffered to enter the promifed land, on the 
borders of which they were juft arrived; and that their pofteriry 
fhould be doomed to wander in the wildernefs forty years, in queit 
of food, after the manner of the Arabian fhepherds. 

And bear your whoredoms, &C.] i.e. Shall feel the fatal effeAs of 
your idolatry and defeSion from your God. : 

34 My breach of promife.) More properly, my refentment. 

40 We be here, and will go up, &c.} The people now repented 
of their folly, acknowledged their error, and would very willingly 
have taken poffeffion of the land, to which they were averfe before; 
but it was now too Iate, the decree was gone forth, and the con- 
fumption of the peopledetermined. . 

44 Thy prefumed togs uty &c-] Being defperatcly refolved, as it 
were, to act diametrically oppofite to God's command in every thing: 
he bid them go, and they would nor; he forbad them, and they 
would. 

Hormab.| Which city was fituated in the fouth of Canaan, but had 
not this name, which fignifies ‘utter deftruction,” till many years 
after; when the Canaanites who inhabired it were devoted to utter 
deftru@tion. See chap. xxi- 3. Mofes is thought to have campofed 
the nineteenth pfalm in memory of this event; in which he gives us’ 


a mot lively image of the thortnefs and frailty of ae ree 


15 Thenthe uations whih have beard the fame of thee will peak, fay- 
ing. ] Here Mofes is more folicitous for the honour of God, than 
anxious about his own intereft. He pleads that the eyes both of Egy pt 
and Canaan were upon them; that great expectations were raifed 
concerning them; and if God fuffered this people, who had made 
fo great noife in the world, to be all confumed, he infinuates that 
thofe heathen nations would rafhly conclude, that it was for want 
of power in their God, to bring them fafely through the wildernefs 
into the promifed land! 

19 Let the power of my Lord be great, &c.] i.e. Let the fame of 
thy ‘power be magnified among the nations, by fubduing the ene- 
mies of the Lords people. 

18 dad by no means clearing the guilty, &c.] We do not find the 
word & guilty” in the original, and as it is direG@ly oppofite to the 
intention of Mos’ petition, the paflage would be better rendered 
as follows: Who will not make quite defolate, though he vifit the 
iniquity of the father upon the children, &c. 

19 ds thon} aii forgiven this peoples fiom Egypt even until now.) 1. €. 
Spare them this once; add this one inftance of divine mercy and 
patience to the many thou haft already given. 

21 4M the earth flal! be filled with the glory of the Lord.] i.e. All 
the earch thall acknowledge and confets the juftice of the Lord’s 
proceeding avainit his people Ifrael. 

25 Dwelrin the valiy| This fhould be rendered, Lie in wait 
for you in the valley. 

Turn you, &c-} i.e. Since ye have not courage enough, notwith- 
fandirg all the promifes made you,, to force the Canaanites, it will 
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' peace offerings unto the Lorn: 


. gregation, and alfo for the ftranger that fojourneth | 
‘| upon the fabbath day. 


The law of the meat offering. 


mi 


_CHAP. XV. 


1 The law of the meat offering and the dunk offering 
with the facrifices, 14 in which the flranger is included. 
17 The law of the firft of the dough for an heave offer- 


ing; 22 The facrifice of the congregation for fins of }} 
ignorance.. 27 The facrifice of a private perfon for |- 
32 
37 The law of fringes. | 


the fame. 30 The punifhment of prefumption. 
The fabbathbreaker is ftoned. 


N D the Lora fpake unto Mofes, faving, 
A 2 Speak unto the children of Iffael, and fay 
unto them, When ye be come into the land of your 
habitations, which I give unto you, 

g And will make an offering by fire unto the Lorn, 
a burnt offering, or a facrifice in performing a vow, 


er ina fréewill offering, or in your folemn feafts, to |. 


make a fweet favour unto the Lorp, of the herd, or 
of the: flock: 
4 Then fhall he that offereth his offering unto the 


Lorp bring a meat offering of a tenth deal of flour | 


mingled with the fourth gart of an hin of oil. 

gAnd the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink 
offering fhalt thou prepare with the burnt offering 
or facrifice, for one lamb. | 
_ 6 Or for a ram, thou fhale prepare for a meat 
offering two tenth deals of flour mingled with the 
third pa7t of an hin of oil. 

q And for a drink offering thou fhalt offer the 
third garé of an hin of wine, for a {weet favour unto 
the Lorv. 

8 And when thou prepareft a bullock for a burnt 
offering, or for a facrifice in performing a vow, or 


g Then hall he bring with a bullock a meat offer- 
ing of three tenth deals of flour mingled with half 
an hin of oil. ; , 

10 And thou fhalt bring for a drink offering half 
an hin of wine for an offering made by fire, of a fweet 
favour unto the Lorp. 


oné ram, or for alamb, ora kid. 

12 According to the humber that ye fhall prepare, 
fe fhall ye do to every one according to their num- 

er. 

13 All that are born of the country fhall do thefe 
things after this manner, in offering an offering made 
by fire, of a fweet favour unto the Lorn. 

14 9 Andifa ftranger fojourn with you, or who- 


foever Ze among you in your generations, and will]. 


offer an offering made by fire, of a fweet favour 
unto the Lorn; as ye do, fo he fhall do. : 
15 One ordinance /hail be both for you of the con- 


with you, an ordinance for ever in your generations: 
as yc aré, fo fhall the ftranger be before the Lorp. 
16 One law and one manner fhall be for-you, and 
for the ftranger that fojourneth with you. 
t7 { And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
18 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 


From the examples of the Jews, who on account of theit rebellion 
' and-.anbelief, were excluded from the land of Canaan, and died 
in the wildernefs, we may learn, that thofe who provoke the Lord 
by.diftruft and difobedience, fhal! not inherit his promifes. The 
* punifhment infli@ted on the ten fpies, and the promife God made 


to Jofhua and Caleb, fhew us, that they who are the occafion of |: 


Offences, and draw others into fin, fhall receive the punifhment 
due to it; but that God is kind, and will blefs thofe that are 

. faithfulto him. Laftly, The defeat of the children of Ifrael by- 
the Canaanites, points out to us, that whatever is undertaken 
againft the will of God, can never fucceed. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, Xv. 


“a And the Lord foake unto Mofes, Saying] The fubfequent laws 
feem to have. been delivered near the period of their-wandering in 
_the’ wilderntfs, but were not to be obferved till they came into 
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you, 
1g Then it fhall be, that, when ye eat of the bread. 
.of the land, ye fhall offer up an heave offering unto 


‘Tthe Lorp. 


20 Ye fhall offer up a cake of the firft of your 
‘dough for an heave offering: as ye do the heave 
offering of the threfhing floor, fo fhall ye heave it. 
21 Of the firft of your dough ye fhall give unto 
the Lorpan heave offering in your generations. 
22 G And if ye have erred, and not obferved all 


| thefe commandments, which the Lorn hath fpoken 


junto Mofes, 

23 Even all that the Lorp hath commanded you 
‘by the hand of Mofes, from the day that the Lor» 
commanded Mofes, and henceforward among your 
generations ; oe 

24 Then it fhall be, ifaught be committed by ig- 


‘| norance without the knowledge of the congregation, 


‘that all the congregation fhall offer one young bul~ 
lock for a burnt offering, for a fweet favour unto 
the Lorp, with his meat offering, and his drink 
offering, according to the manner, and one kid of 
the goats for a fin offering. 

25 And the prieft fhall make an atonement for 
all the congregation of the children of Hrael, and. 
it fhall be forgiven them; for it és ignorance: and 
they fhall bring their offering, a facrifice made bv 
‘fire unto the Lono, and their fin offering before 
the Lorn, for their ignorance: 

26 And it fhall be forgiven all the congregation 
fof the children of Ifrael, and the ftranger that fo- 
‘journeth among them; fécing all the people were in 
ignorance. 

27 ¥ And if any foul fin through ignorance, then 


{he fhall bring a fhe goat of the firft year for a fin 


offering. : : 
28 And the prieft fhall make an atonement for the 
-foul that finpeth ignorantly, when he finneth by ig- 


‘norance before the Lorp, to make an atonement for 
11 Thus fhall it be done for-one bullock, or for] 


him; and it fhall be forgiven him, 
29 Ye fhall have one law for him that finneth 
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{through ignorance, both for him that is born among 
‘| the children of Ifrael, and for the ftranger that {o- 
‘Jjourneth among them. 


30 7 But the foul that doeth aught prefumptuoully, 


| whether he be born in the land, or a ftranger, the fame 
J;reproacheth the Lorn; and that foul fhall be cut 


off from among his people. 

31 Becaule he hath defpifed the word of the Lona, 
and hath broken.his commandment, that foul fhall 
‘utterly be cut off; his iniquity /rall ze upon him, 

32 @ And while the children of Ifrael were inthe 
wildernefs, they found a man that gathered flicks 


33 And they that found him gathering fticks 
brought him unto Mofes and Aaron, and unto all 
the congregation. 

34 And they put him in ward, becaufe it was not 
declared what fhould be done to him. 


35 And 
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Canaan, becaufe they could siot be provided with neceffaries requi- 
fite for the performance of thefe ceremonies. 

4 A tenth deal of four) i.e. About half a peck. 

The fourth part of an hin of cil.) i.e. A quart of oi}. 

‘14 And if a firanger fejourn with you, &c.) We are to underftand by 
a ‘ftranger,”’ one who had renounced idolatry, and become a pro- 
felyteto the Jewish religion. This law, which made no diftinétion 
between them and the Ifraelites in matters relating to divine wor- 
fhip, was wilely calculated to encourage ftrangers to embrace their 
religion, and to engage the Hebrews to fhew them hofpitality. 

19 The bread of the land, &c.| i e- Such cornas is ufed in making 
bread, comprehending wheat, barley, rye, or oats. 

32 A man that gathered flicks upon the fabhath day.) Undoubt- 
edly the ufe of thofe fticks was to make a fire with; but as they 
were commanded to bake and feethe what they had occafion for on 
the day before the fabbath, this offence was a violation of the law 
of the fabbath; and confequently an implicit contempt of the Crea- 
tor to whofe honour it was dedicated. 

35 The 


Heave offering of the firft of the dough, 


them, When ye come into the land whither I bring Before 
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The law of fringes. 


CHAP. XVL The rebellion of Korah, €c. 
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a be furely put to death: all the congregation fhall 


28 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, The man fhall 




























the children of Ifrael, two hundred and fifty princes 
of the affembly, famous in the congregation, men of 
renown : 

3 And they gathered themfelves together againft 
Mofesand againft Aaron, and faid unto them, Ye /ake 
too much upon you, feeing all the congregation are 
holy, every one of them, and the Loxrp ts among 
‘{them: wherefore then lift-ye up yourfelves above 
the congregation of the Loxp ? 

4 @ And when Mofes heard it,he fell upon his face: 

5 And he fpake unto Korah and unto all his com 
pany, faying, Even to morrow the Lorp will fhew 
who are his, and who is holy ; and will caufe Arm to 
come n¢ar unto him, even Azm whom he hath chofen 
will he caufe to come near unto him. ; 

6 This do; Take your cenfers, Korah, and all his 
company ; 

7 And put fire therein, and put incenfe in them 
before the Loxy to morrow: and it fhall be ¢haé the 
man whom the Lorp doth choofe, he Shall be holy : 
ye take too much upon you, ye fons of Levi. 

8 And Mofes faid unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, 
ye fons of Levi: 

g Scemeth it but a {mall thing unto you, that the God 
of Ifrac] hath feparatcd you from the congregation 
of Ifrael, to bring you near to himfelf to do the fer- 
vice of the tabernacle of the Lorp, and to ftand bee 
fore the congregation to minifter unto them ? 

10 And he hath brought thee near ¢o Aim, and all 
thy brethren the fons of Levi with thee: and feek 
yé the priefthood alfo? 

11.For which caufe doth thou and all thy company 
are gathered together againft the Lorn: and what zs 
Aaron,.that ye murmur again{t him ? 

12 Z And Mofes fent to call Dathan and Abiram, 
fons of Eliab: which faid, We will not come up: 

13 Js it a {mall thing that thou haft brought us up 

out 


ftone him with ftones without the camp. 

36 And all the congregation brought him without 
the camp, and ftoned him with ftones, and he dicd; 
as the Lonp commanded Mofes. 

37 & And the Lorp fpake unto Moles, faying, 

38 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and bid them 
that they make them fringes in the bordersof theirgar- 
ments throughouttheir generations,and that they put 
upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of bluc: 

39 And itfhall.be unto you for a fringe, that ye 
may look upon it, and remember all the command- 
ments of the Lory, and do them; and thatye feek 
not after vour own heart and your own eyes, after 
which ye ufe to goa whoring: 

40 That ye may remember, and do all my com- 
mandments, and be holy unto your God. 

41 Lam the Lorb your God, which brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: Iam the 
Lokp your God. 


C H A P. XVI. 


x The rebellion of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 4 Mofes 
oppoferh it. 12 He fendcth for Dathan and Aliram, 
who refufe tocome. 16 Korahand his company bring 
incenfe before the Lord. 23 Mofes feparateth the peo- 
ple from the tents of the rebels, and denounceth their 
judgment. 3:1 The earth fwallowcth up fome, a fire 
confumeth the reft. 36 The cenfers are referved to holy 
ufe. 41 The peoplemurmur. 44 God’s anger es kindled. 
4.6 Aaronby Mofes’ direttion flayeth the plague,in which 
fourteen thoufand and _feven hundred perifhed. 


OW Korah,the fon of Izhar, the fon of Kohath, 

the fon of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the 

fons of Eliab, and On, the fon of. Peleth, fons of 
Reuben, took men : 


sre Sneath 

joined by two hundred and fifty perfons of authority among the other 
tribes, they became a parry, and. declared them{elves for a change of 
government. 

On, the fon of Peleth] Here On’ is mentioned as one of the chicfs 
of the faétion, but is not mentioned afterwards; it is imagined, 
therefore, that either he repented, and deferted their party, or that 
he did not render himfelf fo remarkable as Dathan and Abiram,whe 
fuffered for their obftinacy. : 

| Scus of Reuben} i, e. of the pofterity and tribe of Reuben. As 
Korah was difgufted at the preferment of Aaron to the priefthood, 
and perhaps too becaufe Elizaphan was appointed chief of the family 
of the Kohathites; foit is probable that the Reubenites, the firft- 
born of Ifrael, were offended at the preference given to Judah, and 
that they themfelycs were not placed in the front of the camp. 

Look men.] We do not find the word ‘* men” in the original, and 
fince ‘* took’’ js the firft word in the text, ic would be more natural 
iftranflated thus: Korah took both Dathan and Abiram, &c. i. e. 
he drew them over to his party, or formed an affociation or confpi- 
racy with them, 

3 Adeainft Mafes and againft Aaron] Asif Mofes had advanced his 
brother and family: to the priefthood by his own authority, and nor 
by the direétion of God. 

Je sake 10 much upon yun, &C.] i.e. The priefthood ought not to 
be confined to your family alone ; you ought to think it fuficient to 
be ona level with your brethren, who are all members of the commu- 
nity, and alike favoured with the divine prefence and proteMion. 

4, dud when Mifes beard it, &c.) We are not to fuppofe this prof. 
tration a fign of fear, though, if we believe Jofephus, the infurgents 
approached him in a riotous manner, and threatened to ftone him. 
‘This proftration was intended for the fame end as that mentioned 
chap. xvi. 5. that is, for deprecating God's difpleafure againft the 
Ifraelites, and for fupplicating his direction in fo dangerous acrifis, 

5 Will caufe bun tocume near unto him, &e.] Signifying that perfon 
who is to ferve him in the facred offices of pricit. . 

g Scemerh it bus a srrall thing, &c.} As if he had faid, you ought, 
inftead of repining, becaufe Aaron’sfamily is advanced above yours, 
to confider your own privileges, who are diftinguifhed above the 
other tribes, by being ordained Levites. 

a1 What is clarony dec.) Aaron has done nothing of himfelf ; God. 
is the doer of all, Exod. xxi. 7. 


a 
+33 Che man pbal! te furcly put to death, &c.) The chief reafon why 
the breach ef the fabbath is ordered to be fo feverely punifhed, is, 
becaufe it was an implicit denial of God to be the creator of the 
world. ‘The fabbath was a fign, by which the worfhippers of that 
Omnipotent Being were diftinguifhed from idolaters, who thought 
the world to beeternal,and adored the heavenly luminaries, the fun, 
moon, and frars, as deities, anda multiplicity of other nominal gods: 
the violation of this inftitution therefore implied a defeGtion from 
the truce religion to idolatry: and polytheifm. 

38 Thue they make then fringes in the borders of their garments, &¢.J 
Which ornament was intended to diftinguith them in their drefs, as 
circumcifion did their perfons, from other nations : fo that whenever 
they looked upon this mark, they might be reminded of their being 
worfhippers of the true God, as holy and peculiar people. Many 
of the Jews confidered thefe ornaments ina very different light, and 
prided themfelves in wearing them. The Pharifees, in our Saviour’s 
time, as appears in Afas, xxili. 5. ufed to enlarge their fringes, in 
order to make them more obfervable, and gain them the reputation 
of fuperior fanSity. . 

3y To goaclhsring.| An ufual phrafe this in feripture for idolatry, 
Exod. xxxiv.15- God is ever confidered as the fpiritual fpoufe of 
his church. 


GENERAL REFLEC TIONS on CHAP. XV. 


In this chapter, we obferve the difference between fins committed 
through ignorance, and wilfol fins, both which are to be atoned 
for by repentance. Sins committed through ftubbornefs are very 
heinous, fince no fucrifices could atone for them, but they were 
punifhed with death; which was the cafe of the man that had ga- 
thered ticks on the fabbath day, The law concerning the fringes 
that the Jews were to wear uponthcir cloaths, was to put them in 
mind never to depart from ihe commandments of God: may we 
take warning from hence, always to have the law of the Lord be- 
fore our eves, and to conform ourfelves according to it. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


1 Nizu Asrat] We are not informed by the facred hiftorian at 
what time, and in what encampment, this rebellion of Korah hap- 
pened ; burthe general opinion is, that the caufe of the mutiny was 
owing to his refentment upen the advancement of Aaron and his fa- 
mily co the office of high-prieft. Being fenfible he had no hopes of 
aiming at uhat dignity as matters now ftood, he was determined to 
endeavour after it, by compelling them to change their meafures, or 
by depriving them forcibly of their authority; and, therefore, in 
order to render himfelf more certain of fucecfs, he drew Dathan and 
Abiram, and others cf the Reubenites, into rebellion; and being 

Noa. 13. 





had been drawn into the confpiracy by the artifice and infinvations 
of Korah, fends for thein to argue the cafe mildly. 

13 Thou baft brought us up out cf a land that Seaueth ewith milk and. 
honey, &c.] A farcaftical refleGtion this feems on Mofes, wha, in his. 
defcription of the promifed land, ufed topaint itas a land flowing 
with milk and honey.” ; 


Cu - 14 Wile 


2 And they rofe up before Mofes, with certain of Before 
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12 Mees fent to call Dathan and Aliram, &e.] Mofes fufpeCting they. ; 





Before 


CHRIST 


: 47h. 


orah and his company offer incenfe. 


out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to} 
kill us in the wildernefs, except thou make thyfelf 
altogether a prince over us ? j | 

14 Moreover thou haft not bronght us intoa Jand 
that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inhe- 
ritance of fields and vineyards : wilt thou put out the 
éyes of thefe men? we will not come up. 

15 And Mofes was very wroth, and faid unto the 
Loro,Relpe& not thou their offering:I have not taken 
one afs from them, ncither have I hurt one of them. 

16 § And Mofes faid unto Kerah, Be thou and 
all thy company before the Lorn, thou, and they, 
and Aaron, to morrow. 

17 And take every man his cenfer, and put in- 
cenfe in them, and bring ye before the LorbD every 
man his cenfer, two hundred and fifty cenfers ; thou 
alfo, and Aaron, each of you his cenfer. 

18 And they took every man his cenfer, and put 
fire in them, and Jaid incenfe thereon, and ftood in 
the door of the tabernacle of the congregation with 
Mofes and Aaron. 

1g And Korah gathered all the congregation a- 
gainft them unto the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: and the glory of the Loxp appeared 
unto all the congregation. 

zo And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes and unto 
Aaron, faying, 

21 Separate yourlelves from among this congrega- 
tion, that I may confume them in a moment. 

22 And they fell upon their faces,and faid, O God, 
the God of the f{pirits of all fleth, fhall one man fin, 
and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation ? 

23 Q And the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

24 Speak unto the congregation, faying, Get you 
up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and 
Abiram. 

25 And Mofes rofe upand went unto Dathan and 
Abiram ; and the elders of Ifrael followed him. 

26 Andhe fpake unto the congregation, faying, 
Depart, I pray you, from the tents of thefe wicked 
men, and touch nothing of thcirs : left ye be confum- 
ed in all their fins. 

27 Sothey gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, on every fide : and Dathanand 
Abiram came out, and ftood in the door of their 
tents, and their wives, and their fons, and their little 
children. 

28 And Mofes faid, Hereby ye fhall know that the 
Lorn hath fent me to do all thefe warks ; for J have 
not done them of mine own mind. 

2g Ifthefe men die the common death of all men, 
ot if they be vifited after the vifitation of all men; 
then the LorD hath not fent me. 

- 80 But if the Lory make a new thing, and the 
earth open her mouth, and fwallow them up, with all 





14 Wilt thou put cut the cyes of thefe men? &e.] i.e. Dott thou think 
to blind us, fo that noné of us fhall be able to difcern this impof- 
ture ? or fhall we fuffer thee to lead us about after this manner, like 
blind men, whither thou pleafeft, fometimes towards Canaan, and 
now back again towards Egypt ? 

15 Mifes was very wroth} ‘This feems to contradi& Mofes’s cha- 
racter, of being the meekeft man upon earth, therefore the Septua- 
gint render, It was very grievousto him; orit made him very fad; 
and the Arabic, Ic was very troublefome to Mofes. . 

L have not taken one aft, &e.] A Peo exprefiion, implying, 
that he had not deprived them of the leaft of their property. 

17 Before the Lord, &c.} i.e. atthe door of che cabernacte. - 

19 Korah gathered all the congregation againft them, &c.] This wasa 
plain indication,that the people were inclined to difpute the author- 
ity of Mofesand Aaron. 

22 God of the fpirits of all fefb, &c.] i.e. O thou God and father 
of the fpisits of all flefh, wile thou not have mercy upon thofe fpirits 
which thou haft created, whofe frame thou knoweft, and canft dif- 
tinguith between the leaders and mifled. 

24 Prom about the tabernacle, &c.| Some have thought thefe rebels 
had erefted atabernacle in the midft oftheir tents, in whichthey met 
in council, and hung out aflag of defiance againft Mofes: hence 
called the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 

_ god mew thing]. i.e a new and unexperienced kind of judg- 
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have provoked the Loro. . 

31 Y And it came to pafs, as he had made an end 
of {peaking all thefe words, that the ground clave 
afunder that was under them: 

32 And the earth opened her mouth, and fwallow- 
ed them up, and their houfes, and al] the men that 
appertarned unto Korah, and all éhetr goods. 

33 They, and al) that appertained to them, went 
down alive into the pit, and the carth clofed upon 
them: and they perifhed from among the-congre- 
gation, 

34 And all Ifrael that were round about them fled 
at the cry of them: for they faid, Left the earth fwa!. 
low us up adfo. 

35 And there came out a fire fromthe Lorp, and 
confumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered 
incenfe. 

36 @ And the Lorp fpake unto Moles, faying, 

37 Speak unto Eleazar the fonof Aaronthe prieft, 
that he take up the cenfers out of the burning, and 
fcaiter thou the fire yonder; for they are hallowed. 

38 The cenfers of thefe finners againft their own 
fouls, let them make them broad plates for a cover- 
ing of the altar: for they offered them before the 
Loxp, therefore they are hallowed: and they ‘fhall 
bea fign unto the children of Ifrael. 

39 And Eleazar the prieft took the brafen cenfers, 
wherewith they that were burnt had offered; and they 
were made broad pilates for a covering of the altar : 

40 Yo dea memorial unto the children of Ifracl, 
that no ftranger, which zs not of the feed of Aaron, 
come near to offer incenfe before the Lorn; that he 
be not as Korah, and as his company: as the Lorp 
faid to him by the hand of Mofes. ; 

4. @ Buton the morrowall the congregationofthe 
children of Ifrael murmured againft Mofesand again{t 
Aaron, faying, Ye havekilled the people of the Lorp. 

42 And it came to pafs, when the congregation 
was gathered againft Mofes and againft Aaron, that 
they looked toward the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the 
glory of the Lorp appeared. 

43 And Mofesand Aaron came before the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 

44M And the Loxp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

45 Get you up from among this congregation, 
that I may confume them as in a moment, And they 
fell upon their faces. 

46 © And Mofes faid unto Aaron, Take a cenfer, 
and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on 
incenfe, and go quickly unto the congregation, and 
make an atonement for them: for there is wrath 
gone out from the Lorn; the plague is begun. 

47, And 





ment; for God has many arrows in his quiver; noris he limited 
to one way of punifhing; but the earth, when he pleafeth, thall 
execute his vengeance, as well as the fire. - 

Lita the pit, &c.] The word in Hebrew which we render “ pit’ 
fometimes fignifies the yrave, and fometimes the region of departed 
fouls: here it denotes that pit or cavity in the earth into which the 
bodies and fubftance of thefe men were fwallowed up. 

35 4 fire from the Lord, and confimed the tava hundred and EFS tell, 
&c.{ i.e. the men who had affumed the priefts office. This was 
the more aftonifhing, as Mofes and Aaron were then among them, 
though they received no hurt. 

4t dH the eee Lrael murmured, &c.| We might natu- 
rally expe& that fuch a fignal vengeance would have effectually 
filenced all murmurings and difcontent; but it had a different effect 
upon this inflexible people ; for che very next day they affembled 
in a tumultuous manner, charging Mofes and Aaron with the blood 
of thefe people. 

42 They looked tozverd the tabernach, &¢ | Certainly the faith and 
intrepidity of Mofes and Aaron on this occafion are rendered very 
confpicnous in this pailage, which fhew that they firmly relied on 
the interpofition of Providence in their faveur, who, in order to 


eftablifh their faith, and comfort them in this critical jun@ere, 


manifefted his glorious prefence in the cloud toward the taber- 


nacle. 
3 _ 49 Tbe 


The earth fwalloweth up the rebels, 


that appertain unto them, and they go down quick | Before 
into the pit; then ye fhall underftand that thefe men oe 
7 
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Aaron’s rod flourifheth. 


Before 


47 And Aaron took as Mofes commandcd, and ran 


CHRIST into the midft of the congregation; and, behold, the 


17h 


plague was begun among the people; and he put on 
incen{e, and made an atonement for the people. 

48 And he ftood between the dead and the living; 
and the plague was ftayed. 

49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen 
thoufand and feven hundred, befide them that died 
about the matter of Korah. 

50 And \aron returned unto Mofes unto the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague 
was ftayed. 


C H A PP. XVII. 


1'God commandeth the rods of the tribes to be brought be- 
fore the teftimony. 6 They are laid up, and Aaron’s 
rod only flourifheth. 13 lt is left for a monument againft 
the rebels. 
ND the Lorv fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

2 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and take 
of every one of them a rod according to the houfe 
of their fathers, of all their princes according to the 
houfe of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every 
man’s name upon his rod. . 

g And thou fhalt write Aaron’s name upon the rod 
of Levi: for one rod /haill be for the head of the houfe 
of their tathers. 

4 And thou fhalt lay them up in the tabernacle of 
the congregation before the teftimony, where I will 
mect with you. 

\nd it fhall come to pafs, that the man’s rod, 
whom I fhall choefe, fhall bloffom: and I will make 
to ceafe from me the murmurings of the children of 
Ifracl, whereby they murmur againft you. 

6 % and Mofes fpake unto the children of Ifrael, 
and evcry one of their princes gave hima rod apiece, 
for each prince one, according to their father’s houfes, 
even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among 
their rods: : 

q7 And Mofcs laid up the rods before the Lonp in 
the tabernacle of witnefs. 

8 And it came to pafs, that on the morrow Mofes 
went into the tabernacle of witnefs; and, behold, 
the rod of Aaron for the houfe of Levi was budded, 
and brought forth buds, and bloomed bloffoms, and 
yiclded almonds. 





49 Thy that died in the plague cere fourteen thoufand and feven 
hundred, &c.4 Seeing that the people, inftead of being led to re- 
pentance by the dreadful cataftrophe of Korah and his accomplices, 
murmured on account of the death of thofe delinquents, God now 
filences their complaints by the flaughter of numbers. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 


The terrible punifhments thefe rebellious Ifraelites drew upon them- 
felves by their invorrigibility and hardnefs of heart, fhews us, that 
they who will not be humbled by leffer judgments, only expofe 
themf{elves to greater; and that God not only punifhes the authors 
of diforders and offences, but likewife, thofe who fuffer them- 
{elves to be drawn away to do evil. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XVII 


5 J will make to ceafe from me the murmurings of the children of Ifracl, 
&c.] i.e. J will work fuch a miracle as fhall be fufficient to pre~ 
vent their murmuring any more; and fhall be a ftanding teftimony 
to them, of the perfons on whom I have conferred the priefthood. 

6 Every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, &c.] Some have 
thought that thefe rods were twigs cut off from an almond tree; 
and probably from one and the fame tree, that there might be no 
manner of difference between them. 

8 Was budded, and brought forth buds, aud bloomed blefami, and 
yielded aluiuds.] There was in fome parts of the rod an appearance 
of buds coming forth; in others they were fully thraft out; in 
others they were opencd into bloffoms; and in other parts thofe 
kloffoms had grown into almonds. This was truly aftontfhing; and 
we find thar the Iffraelites were fo thoroughly convinced by this 
miraculous fign, that they never after called the authority of Aaron’s 
priefthood in queftion. ; 

10 Before the teffimanye]_ Much eriquiry has been made to afcer- 
tain, whether Asron’s rod was put within the ark of the covenant, 
cronly by it; God commanded Mofes only to put it in the taber- 
nacle, there to be preferved. St. Paul fays it was placed within the 


ark, Ach. iv. 4. together with a pot of manna, and the tables of the 


‘ 


9 And Mofes brought out all the rods from before 
the Loxb unto all the children of Ifrael: and they 
looked, and took every man his rod. 

10g And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Bring Aaron’s 
rod again beforc the teftitnony, to be kept fora token 
againft the rebels; and thou fhalt quite take away 
their murmurings from me, that they die not. 

11 And Mofes did fo: as the Lory commanded 


him, fo did he.: 


12 And the children of Ifracl fpake unto Mofes, 
faying, Behoid, we die, we perifh, we all] perilh. 

13 Whofoever cometh any thing near unto the ta- 
bernacle of the Lorn fhall die: fhall we be confumed 
with dying? 


CHAP. XVIII. 


1 The charge of the priefts and Levites. 8 The portion 
of the priefts. 21 The portion of the Levites- 25 
Lhe heave offering to. the priecfts out of the portion 
of the Levites. . 


AN D the Lorp faid unto Aaron, Thou and thy 
fons and thy father’s houfe with thee fhall bear 
the iniquity of the fan€luary: and thon and thy fons 
with thee fhall bear the iniquity of your priefthood. 

2 And thy brethren alfo of the tribe of Levi, the 
tribe of thy father, bring thon with thee, that they 
may be jIned unto thee, and minifter unto thee: 
but thou and thy fons with thee /hall miniftcr before 
the tabernacle of witnels, 

3 And they fhall keep thy charge, and the charge 
of all the tabernacle: only they thall not come nigh 
the veffels of the fanétuary and the altar, that neither 
they, nor ye alfo, die. ‘ 

4 And they fhall be joined unto thee, and keep 
the charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, 
for all the fervice of the tabernacle: and a ftranger 
fhall not come nigh unto you. 

5 And ye thall keep the charge of the fan€tuary, 
and the charge of the altar: that there be no wrath 
any more upon the children of Ifrael. 

6 And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the 
Levites from among the children of Hrael: to you 
they are givenas a gift for the LorD, to do the fervice 
of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

7 Therefore thou and thy fons with thee fhall keep 

your 





Jaw. In 1 Xings viii. g. it feems to be intimated, that there was no- 
thing in the .ark but the tables of the law; and for that reafon 
others will have it, that it was only placed on the fide of the ark. 

To be kept for ateker, &c-] i.e. To convince the confciences of 
men, and to filence all difputes concerning the priefthood. We find 
no mention in feripture, how long this wonderful rod continued in 
this fxcred repofitory, When the ark was brought into the temple 
of Solomon, no notice is taken of it; and yet it is reafonable to 
think it was preferved for a confiderable time in the verdure in 
which it now appeared, for the conviétion of future ages. 

12 We die, we perife, we all perifs.] A natural piéture this of the 


‘| great confternation of their minds. he Ifraelites were ever in ex- 


tremes ; either daring and prefumptuous, or defponding and abject, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII. 


From this chapter we perceive, that after God had fupported the 
miniftry of Aaron, by punifhing thofe who had fet themfelves up 
againft him, he was pleafed to confirm it again by this new mi- 
racle : from whence we may learn, that itis in no cafe lawful to 
oppofe divine ordinanees; that we muft Yubmit ourfelves to thofe 
whom God has eftablifhed in his church, or the government 
thereof; and that no one ought to oppofe them, or ufurp their 
office and authority, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 


1 Shell bear the iniquity of the fanduary, &c.} i.e. You fhall take 
care that fuch people as are legally defiled, do not approach the ta- 
bernacle. This charge lieth upon you, and if you fuffer thefe infti- 
tutions to be profaned through your negligence, you fhall bear the 
punifhment offach profanation. Thefe declarations proved ufelul for 
removing the envy of the people from the priefts, whofe dignity 
they faw attended with fo great danger, . 

4d frenger frall not, &-.] Iv the Hebrew, the word « flranger’” 
implies nor only a perfon of a different nation, but likewife any 
Ufraclite who was not a Levite. 

8 By 


CHAP. XVIII. The charge of the priefis and Levites. 
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The portion of the priefts. 





your prieft’s office for every thing of the altar, and 


CHRIST Within the vcil; and ye fhall ferve: I have given 


-AA7h- 


your pricit’s office wnto you asa fervice of gift: and 
the ftranger that cometh nigh fhall be put to death, 

8 And the Lorp fpake unto Aaron, Behold, I 
alfo have given thee the charge of mine heave offer- 
ings of all the hallowed things of the children of 
Ifracl ; unto thee have I given them by reafon of the 
anointing, and to thy fons, by an ordinance for ever. 

This fhali be thine of the moft holy things, 7¢e- 
served from the fire: every oblation of their’s, every 
‘meat offering of their’s, and every fin offering of 
their’s, and every trefpafs offering of their’s, which 
they fhall render unto me, /hall ée moft holy for thee 
and for thy fons. 

ro In the moft holy piaec fhalt thou eat its every 
male fhall eat it: it fhall be holy unto thee. 

11 And this is thine; the heave offering of their 
gift, with all the wave offerings of the children of 
Ifrael: I have given them unto thee, and to thy 
fons, and to thy daughters with thee, by a ftatutc 
for ever: every one that is clean in thy houfe fhall 
eat of it. 

12 All the beft of the oiJ, and all the beft of the 
wine, and of the wheat, the firft fruits of them 
which they fhall offer unto the Lorn, them have 
I given thee. 

13 And whatfoever is firft ripe in the land, which 
they fhall bring unto the Lorp, fhall be thine; every 
one thatis clean in thine houfe fhall cat of it. 

14 Every thing devoted in Ifracl fhall be thine. 

15 Every thing that opencth the mattrix in all 
flefh, which they bring unto the Lorn, whether zt be 
of men or beatts, fhall be thine: neverthelels the 
firft born of man fhalt thou"furely redeem, and the 
firftling of unclean beafts fhalt thou redeem. 

16 And thofe that are to: be redeemed from a 
month old fhalt thou redeem, according to thine 
eftimation, for the money of five fhekels, after the 
fhekel of the fantuary, which és twenty gerahs. 

17 But the firflling of a cow, or the firflling of a 
fheep, or the firftling of a goat, thou fhalt not re- 
deem; they are holy: thou fhalt fprinkle their blood 
upon the altar, an fhall burn their fat fer an offer- 
ing made by fire, for a fweet favour unto the Lorp, 

18 And the flefh of them fhall be thine, as the wave 

breaft and as the right fhoulder are thine. 
_ 1g All the heave offerings of the holy things, 
which the children of Ifrael offer unto the Lorn, 
have I given thee, and thy fons and thy daughters 
with thee, by a ftatute for ever: it zs a covenant of 
fait for ever before the Lorp unto thee and to thy 
feed with thee. 

20 And the Lorp fpakeunto Aaron, Thou thalt 
have no inheritance in their land, neither fhalt thou 
have any part among them: I am thy part and thine 
inheritance among the children of Ifrael. 


8 By reafn of the anointing, &c.] i.e. Becaufe thou art anointed 
with facred oil, and confecrated to the office of a prictt. 

g Every ablation, &c.] The Hebrew word derbaz, rendered here 
an *‘oblation,” is a general term, comprehending all the particulars 
fpecified afterwards; it includes not only the animal facritices, but 
likewife the inanimate oblations, termed meat offerings. 

_ 10 dn the mrt holy place, &c.) i.e. "The court of the tabernacle, 
which was termed “ moft holy,” in refpect of the camp. 

1g A covenant of falt, &c.] i.e. A firm and inviolable covenant, 

or one that fhall continue as long as the difpenfation lafts. A perpetual 
covenant was termed ‘* a covenant of falt,’’ becaufe falt is of a pre- 
ferving nature. It was a fymbol of friendthipand fidelity. Perhaps it 
was ufual, in all folemn covenants which were confirmed by facri- 
fice, to offer falt with the facrifice, ro denote the perpetuity of the co- 
‘venant. 
_ 20 Neither foals thon have any part among them: [am thy pari, ce.) 
So ample was the provifion made for the pricfts, that their pro- 
portion, without any fhare of the land of Canaan, upon computa- 
tion, will be found to have been far richer than that of any other 
perfons. 

23 Shall bear their iniquity, &e.} i.e. 
puoithment of their iniquity. 


‘The effect or confequent 


NUMBERS. 


The Lewites hortion, 
ee le. 


zi © And, behold, I have given the children of Before 


Leviall the tenth in J frael for an inheritance for Meir 
fervice which they ferve, even the fervice of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation. . 

22 Neither malt the children of [frac] henceforth 
come nigh the tabernacle of the congregation, Ieft 
they bear fin, and dic. 

23 But the Levites fhall do the fervice of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, and they fhall bear 
their iniquity: 2 /hall ée a flatute for ever through- 
out your generations, that among the children of 
Ifrael, they have no inheritance. 

24 But the tithes of the children of Ifvael, which 
they offer as an heave offering unto the Lorb, I 
have given the Levites to inherit: therefore I have 
faid unto them, Among the children of Ifrael they 
fhall have no inheritance. “ 

25% And the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 

26 Thus fpeak unto the Levites, and fay unto 
them, When ye take of the children of Ifrael the 
tithes which I have given you from them for your 
inheritance, then ye fhali offer up an heave offering 
of it for the Lor», ever atenth part of the tribe. 

27 And ¢thzs your heave offering fhall be reckoned 
unto you, as though z¢ were the corn of the threfh- 
ing floor, and as the fulnefs of the wineprefs. 

28 ‘Vhus ve alfo fhall offer an heave offering unto 
the Lorp of all your tithes, which ye receive of 
the children of Ifrael; and ye fhall give thereof the 
Lorp’s heave offering to Aaron the prielt. 

2g Out of all your gifts ye fhall offer every heave 
offering of the’ Lorn, of all the belt thereof, ever 
the hallowed part thereof out of it, 

go Therefore thou fhalt fay unto them, When ye 
haye heaved the beft thereof from it, then it fhall 
be counted unto the Levites as the increafe of the 
threfhing-floor, and as the increafe of the wineprefs. 

g1 And ye fhall eat it in every place, ye and your 
houfholds: for it zs your reward for your fervice in 
the tabernacle of the congregation. 

g2 And yc fhall bear no fin by reafon of it, when 
ye have heaved from it the beft of it: neither fhall 
ye pollute the holy things of the children of Ifrael, 
left ye dic. 


CHAP. XIN. 


1 The water of feparation made of the afhes of a red 
heifer. 11 The law for the ufe of it in purification of 


the unclean. 


A ND the Loknp fpake unto Mofes and unto 

Aaron, faying, 

2 This 7s the ordinance of the law, which the 
Lorp hath commanded, faying, Speak unto the 
children of Ifrael, that they bring thee a red heifer 
without fpot, wherein 7s no blemifh, azd upon 
which never came yoke: 

3 And 
gt In every plac, &e.] i.e. At their own houfes, or wherever 
it was agreeable. , 

32 Lof ye dic.] Te isin the Hebrew, Nor fhall ve eat: as they 
did, who intermeddled with thofe facred things which God had re- 
ferved for his minitters. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XVIII. 
By God's regulating the offices of the pricts and Levites, and pro- 

viding for their fubfiitence, we are taught, rhat all things ought to 

be done in the church according to order; that provifion fhould 
be made in the echorch, for the maintenance of the paftors, and 
thofe that fervein it; and chat if the Jews were obliged to give 
the tithes and firit fruits, &c. for the maintenance of the prietts, 

Chriftians alfo are no leis obliged to devote fome part of their 

goods to the fervice of Cod, of the poor, and to other holy ufes. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 

2 4 red heifer, &e.] According to the original, the word properly 
fignifics, A young cow, between the age of a calf and an heifer; one 
that is not pat three years old, and which has nor yet felt the yoke. 
Yhe reafon why a heifer was required for this facrifice, was probably 
in oppofition to the fuperftition of the Egyptians, who, though they 
offered bullocks in facsifice, yet held cows in great veneration. 
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CHRIST 


V4Pi. 


CHAP. XX. The Ifraelites murmur for want of water. 






The law for the ufe of tt. 








Before 3 And ye fhall give her unto Eleazar the prieft,[{ upon all the veffels; and upon the perfons that were, Before 
that he may bring her forth without the camp, and one || there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one yey 


fhall flay her before his face: 

4 And Eleazar the prieft fhall take of her blood 
with his finger, and {prinkle of her blood direétly be- 
fore the tabernacle of the congregation feven times: 

5 And one fhall burn the heifer in his fight ; her 
fkin, and her flefh, and her blood, with her dung, 
fhall he burn : 

6 And the prieft fhall take cedar wood, and 
hyffop, and fcarlet, and caft it into the midft of the 
burning of the heifer. 

7 Then the prieft fhall wath his clothes, and he fhall 
bathe his flefh in water,and afterward he fhall comeinto 
the camp,andthe prieft fhall beunclean untilthe even. 

8 And he that burneth her fhall wafh his clothes in 
water, and bathe his flefh in water, and fhall be un- 
clean until the even. 

g And aman éhat is clean fhall gather up the afhes 
of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp ina 
clean place, and it fhall be kept forthe congregation 
of the children of Ifrael for a water of feparation: it 
zs a purification for fin. 

10 And he that gathereth the afhes of the heifer 
fhall wath his clothes, and be unclean until the even: 
and it fhall be unto the children of Ifrael, and unto 
the ftranger that fojourneth among them, for a ftatute 
for ever. 

41 He that toucheth the dead body of any man 
fhall be unclean feven days. 

12 He fhall purity himfelf with it on the third day, 
and on the feventh day he fhall be clean: but if he 
purify not himfelf the third day, then the feventh 
day he fhall not be clean. 

13 Whofoever toucheth the dead body of any man 
that is dead, and purifieth not himfelf, defileth the 
tabernacle ofthe Lorn; and that foul fhall be cut off 
from Ifrael: becaute the water of feparation was not 
fprinkled upon him, he fhall be unclean; his un- 
cleannefs is yet upon him. 

14 This zs the law, whena man dieth ina tent: all 
that come into the tent, and all that zs in the tent, 
fhall be unclean feven days. 

15 And every open veffel, which hath no cover- 
ing bound upon it, zs unclean. 2 

16 And whofoever toucheth one that is flain with 
a fword in the open fields, or a dead body, ora bone 
of aman, or a grave, fhall be unclean feven days. 

17 And for anunclean perfon they fhalltake of the 
afhes of the burnt heifer of purification for fin, and 
running watcr fhall be put thereto in a veffel: 

18 And a clean perfon fhall take hyffop, and dip 
it in the water, and fprinkle z¢ upon the tent, and 


3 Vefeall give her unio Ekeazary &c.] Ifthe high-prieft had been 
employed in the following work, he would have been defiled; a 
thing which he was carefully to avoid; but it was an affair of great 
concern, it was to be performed by one next in dignity to Aaron. 
9-4 water of feparation: it is a purification for fin] Long hasit been 
a matter of difpute, why this water, mixed with the afhes of a red 
heifer, fhould purify the unclean, and yet pollute not only thofe who 
affifted at the flaying, burning, or gathering the afhes of ir; but 
even thofe wha fprinkled the unclean perfon with it. This facrifice 
was a type of Chrift, who was of much greater efficacy towards the 
purifying and fanétifying of men, than that of bulls and goats, the 
athes of an heifer, or any other legal facrifice. See Heb. xiii. 11, 
42, and ix. 13- 3 . . 
20 That foul feall be cut off, &c.] By neglecting the purification 
prefcribed, the ceremonial pollution became 2 mortal guilt, for 
which the offender was to be cut off. It is a dangerous thing to def- 
pife divine inititutions, how inconfiderable foever they may feem. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


The red colour of the heifer may ferve to denote the heinous nature 
offin and rebellion againft God, and fetting his commands at defi- 
ance. As the fins of the people could not be expiated without blood, 
that circum{tance may direét our view to the efficacy of the blood of 
Chriit, which cleanfeth from alt fin; and that as God commanded 
the children of Ifrael to avoid external impurity by not touching 
an infected perfon, fo we fhould carefully avoid the converfation 
of fach perfons as would tend to corrupt our morals. 


No. 13+ 





























flain, or one dead, or a grave: 
1g And the clean perfon fhall fprinkle upon the 

unclean on the third day, and on the feventh day: 

and on the feventh day he fhall purify himfelf, and 
wath his clothes, and bathe himfelf in water, and fhall 
be clean at even, 

20 But the man that fhall be unclean,and fhall not 
purify himfelf, that foul fhall be cut off from among 
the congregation, becaufe he hath defiled the fanc- 
tuary ofthe Lorn: the water of feparation hath not 
been fprinkled upon him; he zs uncléan, 

21 And it fhall be a perpetual ftatute unto them, 
that he that fprinkleth the water of feparation fhall 
wafh his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of 
feparation fhall be unclean until even. 

22 And whatfoever the unclean gerfon toucheth 
fhall be unclean; and the foul that toucheth z¢ fhall 
be unclean until even. , 

CHAP. XX. 

1 The children of Lfrael come to Zin, where Miriam dicth. 
2 They murmur for want of water. 7 Mofes fmiting 
the rock bringeth forth water. 12 God is difpleafed 
with Mofes and Aaron at Meribah. 14 Mofes at Ka- 
defh defireth a paffage through Edom, which is denied. 
22 At mount Hor Aaron refigneth his place to Eleazar, 
and dicth. 

HEN came thechildren of Ifrae!, even the whole 

congregation, into the defert of Zin in the firft 
month: and the people abodein Kadefh; and Miriam 
died there, and was buried there. 

2 G And there was no water for the congregation: 
and they gathered themfelves together againft Mofes 
and againft Aaron. 

3 And the people chode with Mofes, and fpake, 
faying, Would God that we had died when our bre- 
thren died before the Lorp! © 

4. And why have ye brought up the congregation 
of the Loxp into this wildernefs, that we and our 
cattle fhould die there ? 

5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out 
of Egypt, to bring us into this evil place? it zs no 
place of feed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegra- 
nates; neither zs there any water to drink, 

6 And Mofes and Aaron went from the prefence 
of the affembly unto the door of the tabernacle of 
the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and 
the glory of the Lorp appeared unto them. 

7 I And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

8 Take the rod, and gather thou the affembly to- 


gether, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and {peak ye 
unto 


eR RIS 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XX. 


1 Then came the children of Ifracl—into the defert of Zing in the firft 
znth| Now the people having wandered in the wildernefs, near 
forty years, and that generation of murmurcrs being almoft extin@, 
they are again brought back to Kadeth. It is probable during that 
period there were no new laws delivered. 

Miriam died there, and was buried there.) Miriam was fifter of Mo- 
fes and Aaron, and daughter of Amram and Jochebed ; fhe was born 
about ten or twelve fears before Mofes, and about the year of the 
world 2424, and was probably about ten or twelve years of age at 
the time her brother was exposed upon the banks of the Nile, where 
fhe was watching when Pharaoh’s daughter found him. She was 
enlightened with the fupernatural gift of prophecy, as fhe herfelf 
infinuates, chap. xii. 2. She died in the firft month of the fortieth 
ycar after the ifraelites left Egypt. . 

2 There was no water for tke cougregation) Now the water whiclr 
had hitherto fupplied them from Horeb, failed; intimating that 
they were now td quit the wildernefs, and to be introduced into the 
land of promife, a land abounding with rivers and {prings- 

And they gatkered themfelves together againft? Mi fes and againfE Aaron.}: 
Notwithftanding this new generation had fo evidently feen the ac- 
complithment of the divine judgments threatened to their parents, 
who were now almoft all dead; yet the pain of thirft threw them 
into the very fame fin of mutinying and murmaring. 

8 Afembly, &c.] We mutt fuppofe this to be the whole cancourfe 
or congrezaton of the people. 
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10 Hear 





God is difpleafed evith Mofes, €3c. 





-. NUMBERS. 





Aaron's death: Eleazar fucceedeth him, 








-Before_ynto the rock before thcir eyes; and it fhall give {Jof thy water, then I will pay forit: I willonly, With~ |. Before 


CHRIST forth his water, and thou halt bring forth to them 


2453+ 


water out of the rock: fo thou fhalt give the con- 
gregation and their beafts drink. 

g And Mofes took the rod from before the Lorp 
as he commanded him. 
: “49 And Mofes and Aaron gathered the congrega- 
tion together before the rock, and he faid unto them, 


ofthis rock ? 

11 And Mofes lifted up his hand, and with his rod 
he {mote the rock twice: and the water came out abun- 
dantly, and the congregation drank, and their beatts 


alfo.. ~~ 
12 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes and Aaron, 


-Becaufe ye believed me not,to fanftify me in theeyes 


of the children of Irael, therefore ye fhall not bring 
this congregation jnto the land which I have given 


them. 


13 This zs the water of Meribah; becaufe the 
children of Ifrael ftrove withthe Lorn, and he was 
fanétified in them. 

14 @ And Motes fent meffengers from Kadeth unto 
the king of Edom, Thus faith thy brother Hfracl, 
Thou knoweft all the travel that hath befallen us: 

15 How our fathers went down into Egypt, and 
we have dwelt in Egypta long time; and the Egyp- 
tians vexed us, and our fathers : 

16 And when we cried unto the Lorp, he heard 
our voice, and fent an angel, and hath brought us 
forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we eve in Kadchh, a 
city in the uttermoft of thy border: 

17 Let us pafs, I pray thee, through thy country: 
we will not pafs through the fields, or through the 
vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of the 
wells: we will go by the king’s high way, we will not 
turn to the right hand nor to the left, until we have 
paffed thy borders. 

18 And Edom faid unto him, Thou fhalt not pafs 
by me, left I come out againft thee with the fword. 

ig And the children c* Ifrael faid unto him, We 
will go by the high way : and if I and my cattle drink 


a nn TL TT 

10 dévar now, ye rebels; muff we fetch you awater out of this rock ?)} 
To this paflage itis che Pfalmift feems to allude, where he fays of 
Mofes, that *¢ he fpoke unadvifedly with his lips,” Hel cvi. 33. 
Perhaps he might be guilty of arrogating too much to himfelf and 
Aaron on this occafion; for he fays, without mentioning Gad, «* muft 
we fetch you water out of this rock ?”” as if they could do it by: their 
own power. 

11 dud Mufes lifted up his hand, and avith his rod he finote the rock 
tevicr, &C.1 Mofes not waiting at all for the cruption of the water 
upon the firft ftroke, had fomewhat the appearance of impatience ; 
add to which, that this behaviour was in public, in the fight of the 
Ifraelites, to whom Mofes and Aaron were defigned to be examples 
of faith, patience, meeknefs, and hope. 

12 Becaufe ye believed me not} i.e. they had a lefs degree of faith 
than was required, or than they ought to havehad at this time; for 
it is evident they did not actually difbelieve, fince they fmote the 
‘rock, which was an intimation that they entertained fome hope of 
the water flowing from thence, upon the fign given. 

Vefoall not bring this congregation into the land, &c.] As Mofes, 
the miniftcr of the law, conducted the people through the wildernefs 
to the borders of the promifed Jand, but could not bring them into 
it, but Jofhua put them into poifeffion ; fo neither can the works of 
the law, orIcgal difpenfation, put us in poffeffion of heaven ; it is our 
fpiritual Jofhua, or Jefus, onlycandothis, * 

13 Meribab] i.e. ‘* ftrife orcontention.”” In Deut. xxxii. 51. it 
is called Meribah Kadehh, to diltinguifh it from that other Mcribah 
at. Horcb, where the Ifraelites were guilty of the fame crime, 
Exod. xvii, 7. : 

14. Mofes fent meffengers from Kadefe unto the king of Edom] In Deut. 
XX. 10. We read, When thou comeft nigh unto a city to fight 
againft it, then proclaim peace unto it.’’ On this text the Jews 
have founded a tradition, that the Ifraelites were obliged to fend a 
herald, to offer peace to every city and people in their name, before 
they made any attempts to conquer it by the fword ; if they accepted 
it, they became tributaries only; if not, they were devoted to de- 
fireQion. The reafon for fending this meflage was, becaufe the 
neareft paffage to the land Of Canaan was through the country of 
Edom or Idumea. 3*° 

Y bus faith thy bistber Ifracly &c.] Mofes, in his meffage, kindly 
reminds them of their relation and defcent ; the Edomites being the 
potterity of Efau, and the Hraelites of Jacob, who were brothers. 


out dozng any thing e//c, go through on my feet. 

20 And he faid, Pheu fhalt not g0 through, And 
Edom came out againft him with much pcople, and 
with a {trong hand. 

21 Thus Edomrefufed to give I fracl pafage through 

‘| his border: wherefore I frac! turned away from him, 

224 And the children of Hrael, even the-whole 


“Hear now, ye rebels; muft we fetch you water outyi congregation, journcyed from Kadcfh, and: came 
*Eunco mount Hor. 


i 
i 


i 24 Aaron fhallbe gathered unto his people: for he 


23 And the Lorp fpake unto Mofesand Aaron in 
mount Hor, by the coaft of the land of Edom, faying, 


fhall not enter into the land which I have given unto 
the children of Ifrael, becaufe ye rcbeiled apainft my 
word at the water of Meribah. 

25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his fon, and bring 
them up unto mount Hor: 

26 And ftrip Aaron of his garments,.and put them 
upon Eleazar his fon: and Aaron fhall be gathcred 
unto his people, and fhall dic there. 


27 ‘nd Mofes did asthe Lorn commanded: and ; 


they went up Into mount Hor ‘in the fight of all the 
coigregation. 

28 And Mofes ftripped Aaron of his garments, 
and put them upon Eleazar his fon; and Aaron died 

{there in the top of the mount: and Mofes and Elea~ 
zar came down from the mount. 

29 And when all the congregation faw that Aaron 
was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even 
all the houfe of Mrael. 

Cc H A P. XAI. 
1 Ifrael with fome lofs deftroy the Canaanites at Hormah. 

4 The people murmuring are plagued with fery ferpents. 

4 Repenting they are healed by a trafen ferpent. 10 

Sundry journeys of the Ifraclites, with their fong on 
finding water. 21 Sthon 2s overcome, 33 and Og. 
ND when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt 
inthe fouth, heard tell that I{rael came by the 
way of the fpies, then he fought againft Ifrael, and 
took fome of them prifonere. 

z And Ifrael vowed a vowunto the Lorp, and faid, 

if 








20 Thon fale not go through, &c.] ‘Thusas Efau hated Jacob on 
account of his having obtained the bleffiing, fo in his defcendants 
that hatred now revived, when Jacob’s pofterity were juft going to 
inherit that bleffing. 

22 Meurt Lor-] Which mountain, or rather chain of mountains, 
was in the caftern border of the land of Edom, and was probably fo 
named from Hori, the firft poffeffor of it, Gx. xxxvi. 30. 

24 Shall be yathered unto his people, &¢.] Aaron is not cut offy as it 
was ufually exprefled concerning thofe who died by the hand of 
juftice ; but he is gathered unto his people, as onc who died in the 
arms of divine graces 

2% xd Aarm died there in the top of the mount, &ce.| He was born 
in the year of the world 2430: he was three years older than his 
brother. In point of dignity, he wzs confidered as next to him, 
being immediately appointed by God to exervife the office of prieft- 
hood in the tabernacle, and his fons for ever after him. He had 
four fons by his wife Elitiebay namely, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar 
aad Itchamar. He died in the arms of Mofes his brother, and Elea- 
zar his fon, A. M. 2552, at the age of one hundred and twenty~ 
three years, and was buried by Mofes and his fons ina cave of this 
mountain. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XX. 


We may remark, from this chapter, the many -mercics the Ifraelites 
received from God, and the many.chaftifements infli@ed on them 
for their murmurings: that God, neverthelefs, gave them water 
after a wonderful manner; that Mofes and Aaron were not per- 
‘mitted to enter the land of Canaan, through their unbelief; and 
that Aaton died about the fame time; which reprefents to us, on 
ahe one hand. the hardnefs and incredulity of finners, on whom 
neither mercies nor chaftifements have any effeét. We alfo learn, 
that God punifhes the want of faith, even in the faithful them. 
felves; and though he pardonstheir infirmities, he dogs not always 
exempt them from temporal punifhments. 7 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXI. 


2 And Ifracl wowed a wow, &c.] See Lev. xxviii. 2g. This was that 
fpecics of vow diftinguifhed by the title of céerem.” The devoting 
whole nations to deftrufiion may, to the inconfiderate, appear cruel ; 
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MOSES & the IERALIEN SERPENT 


Nuan 21.C.9.¥, 


The people plagued with fiery Jerpents. CHAP. XX._ 


Before [Ff thou wilt indeed deliver this peop!e into my hand, 
CHRIST then I will utterly deftroy their cities. 

* 3 And the Lorp héarkened to the voice of Ifrael, 
and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly 
deftroyed them and their cities: and he called the 
name of the place, Hormah. 

4.4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the 
way-of the Red fea, to compafs the land of Edom: 
and the: foul of the people was much difcouraged 
becaufe of the way. ; 

5: And the people fpake againft God, and againft 


Mofes, Wherefore have ye brought us up out ‘of 


Egypt to die in the wildernefs? for there zs no bread, 
neither zs here any water; and our foul lotheth this 
light bread. 


6 And the Lonp fent fiery ferpents among the peo- 


ple, and they bit the people; and much people of 


Tfrael died. / 

7 ¥ Vherefore the people came to Mofes, and 
faid, We have finned, for we have fpoken againft 
the Lorn, and againft thee; pray untothe Lorn, 
that he take away the ferpents from us. And Mofes 
prayed for the peaple. 

8 And the Lons faid unto Mofes, Make thee a 
fiery ferpent, and fet it upon a pole: and it fhall 
come to pafs, that every one that is bitten, when he 
looketh upon it, fhall live. 

g And M«ies made a ferpent of brafs, and put it 
upon a pole, and it came to pafs, that ifa ferpent had 
bitten any man, when lie beheld the ferpent of brafs, 
he lived. 


10 @ And the children of Ifrael fet forward, and {i 


pitched in Oboth. ; 
a1 And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched 


at Ije-abarim, in- the wildernefs which zs before 


Moab, toward the funrifing. 


12 From thence they removed, and pitched in 


the valley of Zared. 
13 From thence they removed and pitched’on the 


other fide of Arnon, which zsin the wildernefs thac 


cometh out of the coafts of the Amorites: for'’Arnon 
zs the border of Moab, between Moab and the 
Amorites. 
14526 
the Lorn, What he did in the Red fea, and in the 
brooks of Arnon. ‘ 

15 And at the fiream of the brooks that goeth 

‘down to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon the bor- 
der of Moab. 

16 And from hence-they went to Beer: that zs the 
well ‘whereof the Lorp fpake unto Mofes, Gather 
the people together, and I will give them water. 

17 Then Ifrael fang this fong, Spring up, O well; 
fing ye unto it: : 


rr RA 
yet it fhould be remembered, that thefe’ nations had grown fo aban- 
doned in vice, that they had already provoked God to denounce 
their extermination, in order to vindicate his own attributes, and 
prevent their example from proving contagious. 

3 Hormah.] i.e. © Utterdeftrunion.” Sce note on chap. xiv. 45. 

5 There is wo bread, neither is there any water, &c.] Their un- 
governable rage caufed them to utter falfhoods; for they had both, 
Deing fed with manna from heaven, atid fupplied with water from 
the rock. 

6 The Lord fent frory ferpents amarg the people, &c.] We are inform- 
ed by the facred hiftorian, that they were exceedingly numerous in 


this place, Devt. viti. 15. and as we have not met with any iriftance f- 


of their proving fatal in the preceding parr of this hiftory, we mutt 
fuppofe that the Ifraclices were hitherto preferved from their rage 
by an extraordinary providence, which being fufpended on account 
ef their crimes, they were expofed to the atiacks of thefe creatures. 
Tt was now in the heat of fummer, when creatures of this kind are 
naturally moft venomous, and they raifed fuch fores and fudden in- 
fammations wherefoever they fell, as occafioned death in fome of 
the guilty, and violent pains io all. 

8 Make thee a fery ferpent] The Jews here held it a matter of 
great furprife and perplexity, why God, who had forbidden all 
manner of imaves, fhould upon this occafion command one to be 
made; but had they known the nature of Clirift's fufferings, they 
would have quichly ptrecived that it was an eminent type of his 
crucifixion, 



















14 Wherefore it is faid in the book of the wars of 


[the ferpent above-mentioned. 


ow 


Szthon and Og overcome. ~ 


18 The princes digged the well, the nobles of the Gore 
people digged it, by the diretiion of the lawgiver,  y4s5e. 


with their itaves. 
went to Mattanah : 

«19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and from 

Nahaliel to Bamoth : : . 
20 And from Bamoth zz the vallcy, that zs in the 
country of Moab, to the top of Pifgah, which look= 
;eth towards Jefhimon. 
yj. 21 L And Ifrael fent meffages unto Sihon king of 
the Amorites, faying, : 

22 Lét me pafs through thy land: we will not 
turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; we will 
nat drink of the waters of the well: but we will go 
along by the king’s Aig# way, until we'be paft thy 
borders. 

23 And Sihon would not fuffer Ifracl to pafs 
through his border: but Sihon gathered all his peo- 
ple together, and went out againft Ifrael in the 
wildernefs: and he came to Jahaz, and fought 
againft Ifrael. , 

24 And Hfrael fmote him with the edge of the 
fword, and poffeffed his land from Arnon unto Jab- 
bok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the 
border of the children of Ammon was ftrong. 

25 And Ifrael took all thefe cities: and Ifrael dwelt 
in all the gitics of the Amorites, in Helhbon, and in 
all the villages thereof. 

26 For Hefhbon was the city of Sihon the king 
of the Amorites, who had fought ayainft the former 
king ofMoab, and taken all his land out of his hand, 
even unto Arnon. 
| 27 Wherefore they that fpeak in proverbs fay, 

Come into Heflibon, let the city of Sihon be built 
fand, prepared: 
| 28 For therc isa fire gone out of Hefibon, a flame 
from the city of Sihon: it hath confumed Ar of 
i] Moab, and the lords of the high places of Arnon. 

29 Woc.to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O peo-~ 
ple of Chemofh: he hath given his fons that efcaped, 
and his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of 
the Amorites. 

go We have fhotat them; Hefhbon perifhed even 
unto Dibon, and we have Jaid them wafte even unto 
Nophah, which reacheth unto Medeba. 

31 Thus Ifrael dwele in the land of the Amo- 
rites. 

g2 And Mofes fent to fpy out Jaazer, and, they 
took the villages thereof, and drove out the Amorites 
that were there. 

33 FY And they turned and went up by the way 


And from the wildernefs they 


of 


4 Bafhan: and Og the king of Bafhan went out againft 


them, he, and all his people, to the battle at Edrei. 
34 Andthe Lorn faid unto Mofes, Fear him nat: 
for 


g And Mifcs made a ferpent of brafs} 
brafs, be lived.} From God alone 


i.e. A figure of the fharaph, 


When be belild the fo rpent of 


‘| this healing virtue was derived, who was pleafed in this manner to 


.difplay his great power, to make the Ifraclites fenfible that thofe 
ferpents were feat by him; and that if he was their enemy, he could 


employ any inflrument to their deftruétion, and if their friend, he. 


could provide a remedy for the worlt of evils. . 
24 Lfrva:l foste him with the edge of the fund, &: ] Now as the 
Amalekites were become irreclaimably wicked, and had * filled up 
rthe meafure of their iniquity,” the Almighty gave them up to na- 
tional deftradtion, according to his prediction, Dewr.xxxiii. 34. 

.27 They that speak in proverbs} i.e. Thofe who fpeak or write in 
alofty or figurative ftylc, fuch as the following poem appears to bey, 
which was the compofition of fome ancicnt poet among the Amo- 
rites, on Sihon's viétory over the Moabites i 

Come ints Refbbor, let the city of Sibon be built, sc.) ie. Let Hefhbon 
now become the city of Sihon, and be made fit for his royal feat. 

28 For there is a fire gone ont of Hefbbor, &c.) Here the poet rifes, 
into raptures, and prophelics the conqueft of the whole country, by’ 
the defolating army of Sihon marching out of Hefhibon. 

29 O people of Chemyh, &c.] This name he calls the Moabites, 
on account of their worfhipping the god Chemofh, 1 Kings xi. 7. 
Chemohh is underftood to be the fun. . . 


| 33 Baan] Which mountain is much celebrated in feripture, 


for its rich paftures, excellent breed of catde, and fately oaks. : 
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Balak fendeth for Balaam to curfe Ifral. NUMBERS. 
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im into thy hand, and all his 
people, and his land; and thou fhalt do to him as 
thou didft unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which 
dwelt at Hefhbon. 

35 So they {mote him, and his fons, and all his peo- 


ple, until there was none left him alive: and they 
poffeffed his land. 
Cc 


HA PLO XXII. 


1 The Ifraclites encamp in the plains of Moab. 2 Balak’s 
‘ed. 15 His fecond 


22 An angel oppofeth Balaam on 
the way; his afs feeth the angel, and endeavoureth to 
avozd him ; Balaam fmiteth the afs; God openeth the 


afs’s mouth ; the angel reproveth Balaam, but fuffereth 
36 Balak goeth out to 


Firft meffage for Balaam is refu 


meffage prevaileth. 


him to proceed on his journey. 
meet him. 


. ND the children of Hrael fet forward, and 
pitched in the plains of Moab on this fide 


Jordan éy Jericho. 


2 And Balak the fon of Zippor faw all that I frael 


had done to the Amorites. 
3 And Moab was fore afraid of the people, becaufe 


they weve many: and Moab was diftreffed becaule of 


the children of Ifrael. 

4 And Moab faid unto the elders of Midian, Now 
fhall this company lick up all ¢hat are round about 
us, as the ox licketh up the grafs of the field. And 
Balak the fon of Zippor was king of the Moabites 
at that time. 

5 He fent meffengers therefore unto Balaam the 
fon of Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the 
land. of the children of his people, to call him, fay- 
ing, Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt: 
behold, they cover the face of the earth and they 
abide over againft me: 

6 Come now, therefore, I pray thee, curfe me this 
people; for they ave too mighty for me: peradven- 


ture I fhall prevail, chat we may {mite them, and that 


I may drive them out of the land: for I wot thathe 
whom thou bleffeft zs bleffed, and he whom thou 


curfeft zs curfed. 
7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Mi- 


dian departed with the rewards of divination in their 


hands; and they came unto Balaam, and fpake unto 
him the words of Balak. 

8 And he faid unto them, Lodge here this night, 
and I will bring you word again, as the Lorp fhall 


| Ne a a NE ST RS TE 2 A ET A DET 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXI. 


The defeat of the kings mentioned in this chapter indicates a begin- 
ning of theaccomplifhment of thofe promifes that God had made 


to the children of Hrael, that he would give them the land of 


Canaan, even whilft Mofes lived. From the hiftory of the fiery 
ferpents we may obferve the punifhment of the Ifraelices for their 
frequent murmourings; and alfo the wonderful manner by which 
the people were healed of the bite of thofe ferpents; but, above 
all, this hiftory ought to lead our minds to Chrift, the great an- 
titype, who died on the crofs to expiate fin. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

1 lu the plains of Moab, &c-] The plains fo called formerly be- 
longed to Moab, but were now in the poffeffion of the Amorites: 
they lay oppofite to the fords of Jordan; that river flowing between 
them and the town of Jericho. 

4 Moab faid unto the elders of Midian] i.e. By his meffengers, 
whom he fent unto the kings and princes of Midian, inviting them 


to join with him as confederates againft the Hraclites, whom he 


reprefented as their common enemy. 

As the ox Licketh up the grafs of the field, &c.] He thewed by this 
metaphor with what eafe the Ifraclites would conquer them, and 
what an univerfal defolation they would make, in cafe they did not 
meet with timely oppofition- oS 

5 He fent meffengers therefore unto Balaam, &c.] We find that the 
{cripture exprefsly calls Balaam a prophet ; and fome are of opinion, 
that he had been a good man, till loving the wages of unrightcouf- 
nefs, he apoftatized from God; and, betaking himfelf to idolatry, 
fell under the delufion of Satan. 

6 Curfe me this people, &c.] Many of the wifeft nations among the 
heathens belicved the perfons of their prophets to be in fuch great 
efteem with the gods, that they would liften to, and ratify their be- 
nedictions or exccrations; and that fuch had effeét not only on pri- 
vate perfons, but even whole communities. t 
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An angel oppofeth Balaam, 









































{peak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Bete 
Balaam. CHRIsp 

g And God came unto Balaam, and faid, What 5° 
men are thefe with thee ? 

1o And Balaam faid unto God, Balak the fon of 
Zippor, king of Moab, hath fent unto me, /aying, 

11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, 
which covereth the face of the earth: come now, 
curfe me them; peradventure I fhall be able to over- 
come them, and drive them out. 

1z And God faid unto Balaam, Thou fhalt not go 
with them; thou fhalt not curfe the people: for they 
are bleffed. 

13 And Balaam rofe up in the morning, and faid 
unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for 
the Lorp refufeth to give me leave to go with you. 

14 And the princes of Moab rofe up, and they 
went unto Balak, and faid, Balaam refufeth to come 
with us. 

15 4 And Balak fent yet again princes, more, and 
more honourable than they. 

16 And they came to Balaam, and faid to him, 
Thus faith Balak the fon of Zippor, Let nothing, I 
pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me: 

17 For I will promote thee unto very great honour, 
and I will do whatfoever thou fayeft unto me: come 
therefore, I pray thee, curfe me this people. 

18 And Balaam anfwered and faid unto the fervants 
of Balak, If Balak would give me his houfe full of 
filver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the 
Lorn my God, to do lefs or more. 

19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye alfo here 
this night, that I may know what the Lorn will fay 
unto me more. 

20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and faid 
unto him, If the men come to call thee, rife up, and 
go with them; but yet the word which I fhali fay 
unto thee, that fhalt thou do. 

21 And Balaamrofe up in the morning, and faddled 
his afs, and went with the princes of Moab. 

22 { And God’s anger was kindled becaufe he 
went: and the angel of the Lokp ftood in the way 
for an adverfary againft him. Now he was riding 
upon his afs, and his two fervants were with him. 

23 And the afs faw the angel of the Lorn ftanding 
in the way, and his fword drawn in his hand: and the 
afs turned afide out of the way,and went into the field: 


and Balaam fmote the afs, to turn her into the way. 
24 But 


9 God came unto Balaam, &c.]| i.e. God manifefted his will to 
him by an angel, ver. 23. 

12 They are bleGed.| i.e. They are under the proteCtion of hea. 
ven, and no imprecations againft them will avail. 

18 [f Balak would give me his boufe full of filver and gold, &c.| Thus 
far his regard to the divine command had fome afcendancy over his 
covetoufnefs and ambition; but yer thofe paffions were not intirely 
fubdued, fince the next words fhew, he would have gratified them, 
if he could by any means have fatisfied his con{cience. 

19 Tarry ye alfo here this night, &c.] Now the iniquity of his 
heart began to difclofe itfelf: he had an avaricious eye on the 
tempting rewards, and therefore hinted to the meffengers, that 
there was fome hope upon his interceffions, that the counfels of 
‘heaven might be altered; and that the unchangeable Being might 
poflibly recede from his former decree. 

20 Lf the men come to call theey rife up and go with them] Balaam 
would not hearken to the voice of God, and fo was left to perifh by 
his own devices; and was, with the princes of Moab, flain by the 
Ifraelites, Fo/2. xiii- 22. 

But yet the word which I fall fay unto thee, that faalt thou de.] We 
are to underitand by this, that he mipee go with the meflengers of 
Balak, provided they did not require him to do any thing contrary 
to what God had before commanded him. 

21 Balaam rofe up in the mornizg, &c.] _Balaam’s great hafte be- 
trayed the inclinations of his heart, fhewed how much he hankered 
after che wages of unrighteoufnefs, and difcovered his wicked inten- 
tion of curfing the Ifraelites. 

22 God's anger was kindled becaufe he went, &c.] ie. Becaufe he 
went voluntarily, and waited not for the meffengers to call him; in 
all probability, he fet out with an intention to curfe Hrael, accord- 
.ing to the earneft defire of Balak. 

23 The afs faw the angel —and—turned afide cut of the way, &c.] 
The afs was terrified, it feems, by the dazzling appearance of 
the angel; which yet the eye of Balaam did nor perccive, pene 

: : blinded 








An 


angel oppofeth Balaam. 





Before 


24 But the angel of the Lorn ftood ina path of the 


CHRIST Vineyards, a wall dezng on this. fide, and.a wall-on that 


fide. : 

25 And when the afs faw the angel of the Lorn, 
She thruft herfelf unto the wall,and crufhed Balaam'‘s 
foot againft the wall: and he {mote her again. 

26 And the angel of the Lorn went further, and 
ftood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn 
either to the right hand or to the left. 

27 And when the afs faw the angel of the Loxn, 
fhe fell down under Balaam: and Balaam’s anger 
was kindled, and he fmote the afs with a ftaff. 

28 And the Loxp opened the mouth of the afs, 
and fhe faid unto Balaam, What have I done unto 
thee, that thou haft {mitten me thefe three times ? 

29 And Balaam faid unto the afs, Becaufe thou 
haft mocked me: I would there were a fword in 
mine hand, for now would I kill thee. 

30 And the afs faid unto Balaam, Am not I thine 
afs, upon which thou haft ridden ever fince J was 
thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do fo unto” 
thee? And he faid, Nay. rig 

gi Then the Lorp opened the cyes of Balaam, 
and he faw the angel of the Lorn ftanding in the 
way, and his fword drawn in his hand: and he bowed 
down his head, and fell flat on his face. . 

gz And the angel of the Lorp faid unto him;: 
Wherefore haft thou fmitten thine afs thefe three 
times ? behold, IJ went out to withftand thee, becaufe 
thy way is perverfe before me : ; 

33 And the afs faw me, and turned from me thefe 
three times: unlefs fhe had turned from me, furely 
now alfo I had flain thee, and faved her alive. 

34 And Balaam faid unto the angel of the Lorp,. 
I have finned; for I knew not that thou ftoodeft -in 
the way againft me: now therefore, if it difpleafe: 
thee, I will get me back again. . 

35 And the angel of the Lorn faid unto Balaam, 
Go with the men: but only the word that I fhall fpeak’ 
unto thee, that thou fhalt fpeak. So Balaam went 
with the princes of Balak. a 

36 UZ And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, 


he went out to meet him unto a city of Moab, which. 
is in the border of Arnon, which is inthe utmoft coaft.}}. 
37 And Balak faid unto Balaam, Did I notearneft- 


ly fend unto thee to call thee? wherefore cametft 
thou not unto me? amI notable indeed to promote’ 
thee to honour ? 





blinded with the glare of filthy Jucre, with bribery and corruption; } 


und having his head and heart filled with the greateft expectations 
from Balak. 

28 Opened the mouth of the afi, &C.] Probably the end of this extra-. 
ordinary miracle was, to fhew the mercenary prophet, that his paf- 
fionshad blinded and ftupified him; that he had not even the fenfe 
and difcernment of a brute, and that ic would be a dangerous and 
vain attempt for him to‘proceed to prevaricate, and not ta fay to Ba- 
Jak what God fhould put in his mouth. . 

29 Balaamfaid uxt the ofa Poffibly Balaam might not segasd or 
attend to the wonder through excefs of sage or madnefs ; and his 
threatening to kill the beaft implies that his paffion was downright 
frenzy, and the behaviour ofa man quite befide himfclf, who, though 
awake, had not the proper ufe of his faculties. 

Becaufe thiuhaft mocked mey &c.} i.e. exposed me to fcorn. 

31 The Lord opencd the eyes of Balaam] ‘This was done cither by 


.prefenting the angel ta‘his view, who was concealed before ; orelfe 


by awakening his attention, fo as that he might take notice of the 
angel, whom he had noe hitherto perceived. 

He beaued danon bis heed, aud fell flat on his face.) t.¢. Through 
fear and aftonifhment. - PAP RT ; 

35.Go with the men, &c.}-"Fhus a man of fo-covctous a difpofition 
as Balaam, not daring to imprecate evil againft the Ifraelites, though 
prompted by the yreateit rewards, was 2 fufficient token and affur- 
ance co the Moabites, that they were the peculiar care of Providence. 


"39 Kirfath-buxoth.] Tt is in the Hebrew, The city of fones, or of 1} 
many ftones, Perhaps it was another name for Ar, the metrapolis of 


Moab.. : 


41 Balak tock Baloam, aud breught Dim up iuto the Ligh places of Baal,’ 7 
&ce.} «© Baal” Genifics Lord ;.and was a same given to many differ-, 


entdeities, both male and femalc. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXTIL 


From the conJuét.cf Balaam, we may infer, that covctous men will’! 


No, 14. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


38 And Balaam faid unto-Balak, Lo, I am come Bre, 

















| properly fignifics, a future ftate after death. 


unto thee: have I now any power at all to fay any 
thing ? the werd that God putteth in my mouth, that 
fhall { fpeak. voy 2 ‘ 

39 And Balaami went with Balak, and they came 
unto Kirjath-huzoth. 

40 And Balak offered oxen and fheep, and fert to 
Balaam, and to the princes that were with him. 

41 And it came to pafs on the morrow, that Balak 
took Balaam, and brought him up into the high 
places of Baal, that thence he might fee the utmoft 


part of the ptople. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


1 Balak’s facvifice. 7 Balanm’s firft parable. 14 Balak 
Jacrificeth again. 18 Balaam’s fecond parable. 25 
Balak is difpleafed with Balaam; but bringeth him to 
the top of Peor, and facrificeth there. 


ND Balaam faid unto Balak, Build me ‘here 
. feven altars, and prepare me here feven oxen 

and feven rams. a 
2 And Balak did as Balaam had fpoken ; and Balak 
and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and &fam. 
. 3 And Balaam faidunto Balak, Stand by thy burnt 


offering,.and I will go: peradventure the Lorn will * 


come to meet me: and whatfoever he fheweth me I 
will tell thee. And he went to an high place. 

4 And God met Balaam: and he faid unto him, I 
have prepared feven altars, and I have offered upon 
every altara bullock and a ram. 

'§ And the Lorp put a word in Balaam’s mouth, 
and faid, Return unto Balak,and thusthou fhalt fpeak. 
_6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he ftood by 
his burnt facrifice, he, and all the: princes of Méab. 
7M And he took up his parable, and faid, Balak 
the king of Moab hath érought me from Aram, out of 
the mountains of the eaft, faying, Cotne, curfe me Ja- 
cob, and come, defy Hfrael. . 

8 How fhall I curfe, whom God hath not curfed ? 
or how thall I defy, whom the Lorp hath not defied? 

g For from the top of the rocks I fee him, and 


| from the hills I behold him: lo, the people fhall dwell 


alone, and fhall not be reckoned among the nations. 
10 Who can count the dult-of Jacob,and the num- 
ber of the fourth part of Ifrael? Let me die the death 
of the righteous, and let my laft end be like his! 
11 And Balak faid unto Balaam, What haft thou 
done 
SE SL NS 
even aét againft the ditates of their confciences, to gratify their 
avarice; but that God can effeClually employ the meaneft inftru- 
ments to ftop their mad career, efpecially when they are bent on 
the deftruGtion of the people of the Mof High. From Balaam’s 
being ordered to continue his journey when he would have: se- 
turned, we may learn, that God accepts of no forced obedience, 
which proceeds from fear; and that when finners embark in an- 
dertakings contrary to his, he can produce a quite contrary effect 
from their evil defigns, by making it appear chat he will be dlways 
matter, and caufe them to bring about his purpofes, even againft 
their own minds. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. ¥XUf. 


1 Seven altars and feven ramse\ According to the religious rites, 
thefe facrifices were obferved in worfhipping the God of [frael. 

3, He awent to an bigh places} Yt isin the margin, He went folitar- 
ily, or into the moft retired past of the grove; for he was already on 
aw high place. : : : : 

q His parable, kc.] i. ¢. his prophetical fpeech. 

§ How foall] cure, &c.) i, e. How can I perform an imtpoffitsi- 


lity, and curfe thofe whom God Almighty has determined to bless. 


Q The people faall daelt alone, &c.] i. ¢. thal be fepnrated from atl 
other nations, by laws, religion, and manners peculiar to them- 


| felves. 


10 Who can couvt the duft of Facob?} This isin the Septuagint, 
Who can count the feed of Jacob? A people like the duft in mut. 


titude- : 
Let me die the death of the riphteats|] Thas lie vainly wifhes.to-die 


like thofe who were in the favour of God, after having: enjoyed a 


profperous, if nor wicked, life in this world. 
Let ay laft end be hhe bit.] According to the Hebrew,  laft end,” 
, The defire of Balaam, 
therefore, is a ftriking proof that a future ftate was generally be- 
lieved and acknowledged in thofe early and remote days. 
Yy 34. The 


Balaam's firft parable. 





‘1g5€- 





Balaam’s Jecond parable. 


coger, done untd mé? I took thee to curfe mine enemies; 

4452. and, behold, thou haft bleffed them altogether. 

12 And he anfwered and faid, MuftI not take heed 
to {peak that which the Lorp hath put in my mouth ? 

-13 And Balak faid unto him, Come, I pray thee, 
with me unto another place, from whence thou mayeft 
fee them: thou fhalt fee but the utmoft part of them, 
and fhalt not fee them all: and curfe me them from 
thence. ae inn fuck 
_ 14-E And he brought him into the field of; Zo- 
phim, to the top of Pifgah, and built feven. altars, 
and offered a bullock.and a ramon every altar. . 

15 And he faid unto Balak, Stand here by thy 
burnt offering, while I meet the LORD yonder. — 

. 16 And.the Lorn met Balaam, and put a word in 
‘his mouth, and faid, Go again unto Balak, and fay 
thus. wer: 

17 And when he came to him, behold, he ftood by 
his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with him. 
And Balak faid untohim, Whathaththe Lorp fpoken? 

18.4 And he took up his parable, and faid, Rife 


up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, thou fon of 


Zippor: , : 
_ 1g-God zs not a man, that he fhould lie; neither 
the fon of-man, thathe fhould repent: hath he faid, 
and fhall he not do z¢ ? or-hath he fpoken, and fhall 
he not make it good? : noe 
20 Behold, I have received commandment to biefs: 
and he hath bleffed; and I cannot reverfe it. 


21 He hath not-beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither 


hath he feen perverfenefs im Ifrael: the Lorp his God. 


zs with him, and the fhout of a king zs among them. 


22 God brought them out of Egypt; he hath asit 


were the ftrength of.an unicorn. 

23 Surely there s,;n0 enchantment again{t Jacob, 
neither zs there any divination againfi Ifrael : accerd- 
ing to this time it fhall be faid of Jacob and of Ifrael, 
What hath God wrought ! ; 

24 I Behold, the people fhall rife up as agreat lion, 
and lift up himfelf as a young lion: he fhall not He 
down.until .he eat of the prey, and drink the blood 
of the flain. 


25 § And Balak faid-unto Balaam, Neither curfe |: 


them atall, nor blefs them at all. : 


26 But Balaam anfwered and faid unto Balak, 





14 The field of Zophim, &c.] i.e. the field of the watchmen,, who 
were placed onthe top of Pifgah, a very high mountain in the coun- 
try ot Moab, to give notice of an enemy's approach. Ir feems tohave 


been a plain on the top of the mountain, where thefe watchmen were ]- 


placed. ‘ 

16 The Lord met Balaam, &c.| i, e. The Lord came to him per- 
fonally, in a glorious manifeftation of the Shechinah; which fo 
amazed and confounded him, that he never afterwards went to en- 
quire what he fhould fay. : 

19 God is not a man that he foould lie.] i. ¢. It is in vain for me to 
importune a Being, who is in ‘iis nature immutable, to reverfe the 
bleifings he has promifed to Ifael, or to curfe thofe whom he hath 
faid he will blefs. 

21 He bath not beheld iniquity.in Facob, &e.} Thisis rendered inthe 
Vulgate, Vhere is no idolin Jacob, neither is there any image feen 
in Ifrael, Intimating, that notwithftanding the Ifraclites might have 
been guilty of violating the divine laws in many inftances, yet fo 
long as they kept themfelves from the worfhip of falfe gods, the true 
one whom they ferved, would preferve them from their enemies, 
and crown all their undertakings with fuccefs. 

22 He bath as it were the firength of au unicorn.| Several commen- 
tators take the Hebrew word reem, tranflated ‘* unicorn” for the rhi- 
noceros; a creature which, from its make, and the itructure of its 
body, appears to be the ftrongeft of quadrupeds, the elephant not ex- 
cepted. .Many think it fignifies the algazel, or gazellus, a kind of 
mountain or wild goat, of a confiderable fize, very common in 
Arahia.. . nt : . Oe ae 

23 There is no enchantment againft Facob, &c.| Thereare no impre- 
cations whatever, uttered by a diviner, can affect a people who are 
under the. immediate protection of the Almighty. - : 

28 Balak brought Balaam to the top of Peor, &c.] Peorwas the moft 
famous eminence in all the country of Moab, where Baal is fuppofed 
to have-had atemple, and was therefore called Baal-Peor. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXHI 


_ We may obferve from this chapter, that though Balak ufed his ot-. 









NUMBERS. Balaam prophefieth of Ifrael’s happinefs. 


‘Told not I thee, faying, All that the Lorn fpeak- |, 


eth, that I-muft do? . . 

27 And Balak faid unto Balaam, Come, I pray 
thee, I will bring thee unto another place; perad- 
venture it will pleafe God that thou mayeft curfe me 
them from thence. . - 

28 And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of 
Peor, that looketh toward Jefhimon. 

29 And Balaam faid unto Balak, Build me here 
feven altars, and prepare me here feven bullocks and 
feven rams. / 

go And Balak did as Balaam had 
a bullock and aram on every altar. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


1 Balaam, leaving divinations, prophefieth the happinefs 
of Ifrael. 10 Balak in anger difmiffeth him. 15 He 
prophefieth of ihe Star of Jacob, and the deftruétion of 
Jome nations. ; 


fe when Balaam faw that it pleafed the Lorp 
to blefs Ifrael, he went not, as at other times, 
to feek for enchantments, buthe fer his face toward. 
the wildernefs. s . 
. 2 And Balaam lifted up hts eyes, and he faw I frael 
abiding zn Ais tents according to their tribes; and the 
f{pirit of God came upon him. ane 

‘g And he took up his parable, and faid, Balaam 
the fon of Beor hath faid, and the man whofe eyes 
are open hath faid: : 

4 He hath faid, which heard the words of God, 
which faw the vifion of the Almighty, falling into a 
trance, but having his eyes open : 

' 5 How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy ta- 
bernacles, O Ifrael ! : 

‘6 As the valleys are they fpread forth, as gardens 
by the river’s fide, as.the trees of lign aloes which the 
Lorp hath planted,endas cedartrees befide the waters. 

7 He fhall pour the water out ofhis buckets, and 
his.feed_/hall be in.many waters, and his king fhall be 
higher than Agag, and his kingdom fhal! be exalted. 

8 God brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath 
as it were the f{trength of an unicorn: he fhall eat up 
the nations his enemies, and fhal! break their bones, 
and pierce them through with his arrows. 


ER and offered 


9 He 





moft endeavours to induce Balaam to curfe the Ifraelites ; and 
though the prophet, allured by the promifes made him, was inclin- 
edto curfe them, yet God did not permit him, but obliged him ra 
blefs them ; by which we may learn, that God always rules over 
the tvicked ; that he does not fuffer them to do his children the 
harm they defire; nay, that he makes ufe of them todo good ta 
po and that nothing can burt thofe whom God bleffes and 
avours. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 


1 He wet noty as at other times, to feek for enthantments, &c.] i. e. 
he-did not ufe unwarrantrable arts, as before. 

3 Aud the man, whife yes are open, hath Jaid.} "The words should be 
rendered, ‘The man who had his eyes fhut, but now open; alluding 


to his not feeing the angel. 


4 Falling intoa trance, but having his eyes oper.y Or rather, ¢ fall- 


ing,’’ and his eyes were opened ; in allufion to what happened in 


the way. 

6 As the valleys] Seeing that the word xechalim fignifies either 
brooks, or valleys, this fen:ence may be rendered, As ftreams of 
water they are extended. The imagery which compofes this beauti« 
ful fimile, conveys the higheft degree of beauty, order, and utility. 

4s the trees of lign aloes, &C.) "This tree (which is not the common 
aloe) grows in Arabia and the Eaft Indies, and diffufes a very fragrant 
odour. . 

9 He fhail pour the water out of bis buckets} i.e. God fhall blefs 
them with plentiful harvefts; to which rain greatly contributes in 
thofe countries. 

His feed fhall be in many waters] Or rather, by many waters; it 
fhall be fown in a well” watered ground, and produce a plentiful 
crop; probably implying the great increafe of the Ifraelites. 

ds king foall be higher than Agag, &c.) Agag was.a gencral name 
forthe kings ofthe Amalekites; he was very powerful: but, fays 
Balaam, “this king,” i.e. Chrift, the king of Ifracl, “ fhallbe higher 
than Agag ;” fhall be exalted above all the kings of the earth. 

8 Shall cat up, &c.] ice. He fhallutterly dettroy or extirpate. 

9 
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Balaam prophefieth of the Star of Facoh. CHAP. XXV. 


Phinehas halleth Zimri and Cozbi. 
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g He couched, he lay down as a lion, and asa 
great lion: who fhall ftir him up? Bleffed zs he that 
bleffeth. thee, and curfed zs he that curfeth thee. 

10 § And Balak’s anger was kindled againft Ba- 
laam, and: he finote his hands together: and Balak 
faid unto Balaam, I called thee to curfe mine 
enemies, and, behold, thou haft altogether bleffed 
them thefe three times: 

11 Therefore now flee thee to thy place: I thought 
to promote thee unto great honour: but, lo, the 
Lorp hath kept thee back from honour. 

12 And Balaam faid unto Balak, Spake I not alfo 
to thy meflengers which thou fenteft unto me, fay- 
ing, 
13 If Balak would give me his houfe full of filver 
and gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment 
of the Lorn, to do either good or bad of mine own 
mind; .dut what the Lorp faith, that will I fpeak? 

14 And now, behold, I go unto my. people : come 
therefore and I will advertife thee what this people 
fhall do to thy people in the latter days. 

15 I And he took up his parable, and faid, Ba- 
laam the fon of Beor hath faid, and the man whofe 
eyes are open hath faid: 

16 He hath faid, which heard he words of God, 
and knew the knowledge of the moft high, which 
faw the vifion of the Almighty, falling into a trance, 
but having his eyes open: ; 

17 I fhall fee him, but not now: I fhall behold 
him, but not nigh: there fhall come a Star out of 
Jacob, and a Scepter fhall rife out of Ifrael, and fhall 
{mite the corners of Moab, and deftroy all the chil- 
dren of Sheth. 

18 And Edom fhall be a poffeffion, Seir alfo fhall 
be a poffeffion for his enemies; and Ifrael fhall do 
valiantly. 

19 Out of Jacob fhall come he that fhall have 
dominion, and fhall deftroy him that remaineth of 
the city. 

20 And_when he looked on Amalek, he took up 
his parable, and faid, Amalek was the firft of the 
nations; but his latter end_/hall be that he perith for 
ever. 

21 And he looked on the Kenites, and took up 





g He couched, &c.] Signifying, that the Ifraelites fhould conquer 
the Canaanites, and fettle in their land, and that all attempts to dif- 
turb them would prove ineffectual. 

10 Smite his hands together, &c.] So as to make a loud explofion. 
This was an expreffion of great anger and concern, Exck. xxi. 17. 

11 The Lord hath kept thee back from hanour.| Signifying, that he 
had deprived himfelf of great advantages by being more folicitous 
of pleafing Jehovah, than Baal-peor. : 

14 Come—and I will advertife thee, &c.] Here Balaam probably 
gave to Balak that wicked politic counfel mentioned chap. xxi. 16. 

17 I foall fee ims but nat now; I -foall behold him, but not nigh.) 
The meaning of the paflage is, I fee him (the perfon.of whom he is 
about to fpeak) though not yet in being: I behold him, though as 
yet afar off. : : 

There foall come a Star out of Facob, and a Sceptre foall arife out of 
Ifreel| This prophecy belongs principally to Chrift : the metaphor’ 
here ufed of a ftar was of a myfterious kind, and is to be underftood 
only as relating to Chrift, the eternal Son of God, who was the ftar 
feen by the eattern fages, Mazz. ii. 2. and ‘ the bright and marning 
ftar,”” Rew. xxii, 16. : 

Shall fmite the corners of Moab.} i.e. Shall totally deftroy the 
Moabites. It means, {piritually, Chrift’s glorious viétory over the 
Gentiles, by captivating their minds to the love of goodnefs, and 
fubduing their will and affe@ions to the fervice of the true God. 

And deftroy all the children of Sheth.] It may reafonably be con- 
cluded, that not all mankind in general (as.the words feem to im- 
ply) but fome particular perfons, were intended by ‘the children 
o! coe The Jerufalem ‘Targum tranflates it, the fons of the 
eaft. a nies Br Mae et Se 
19 Out of Facob foall come he that fhall have dominions &c.] This 
prophecy was fulfilled literally in David, and was fpiritually accom- 
plithed in Chrift. . ; 

26 Amalek was the firft of the rations} They were poffeffed of thefe 
countries before the days of ‘Abr: and Lot. -See Gex.iv. *. 

_ But bis, darter pnd foal be that he perife for ever... This predigtion 
was literally fulfilled by Saul.-1 Sam. xy, 18: .-- : 

21 “dud be- lgoked on the Kenites, &c.\ .. By the Kenites we fhenld 
underftand the Midianites, Jethro’s pofterity, who is called the Ke- 
Nite, Fudges i, 16. Rte Es al jes ie 5 fn 8 





















| favour of the Almighty, and to bying them under a curfe. 


his parable, and faid, Strong is thy dwelling place, ,, 
and thou putteft thy neft in a rock. 

22 Neverthelefs the Kenite fhall be wafted, until 
Asfhur fhall carry thee away captive. , ; 

23 And he took up his parable, and faid, Alas, 
who fhall live when God doeth this! oS 

24 And fhips /rall come from the coaft of Chittim, 
and fliall affli€& Asfhur, and fhall alMli@ Eber, and ‘he 
alfo fhall perifh for ever. : tg f 

25 And Balaam sofe up,, and went and returned 
to his place: and Balak alfo went his way. 


+ 


CHAP. XXV. 


1 Ifrael ai Shittim commit whoredom and idolatry... 6 
Phinehas killeth Zimri.and Cozbi. 10 God therefore 
giveth him an everlafting priefthood. 16 God com~ 
mandeth Mofes to vex the Midianites: ee 


N D Ifrael abode in Shittim, and the people 
began to commit whoredom with the daugh> 
ters of Moab. ; xen ; 

2 And they called the people unto the facrifices 
of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed 
down to their gods. y : 

3 And Ifrael joined himfelf unto Baal-pdéor: and 
the anger of the LorD was kindled againft Ifrael. . 

4 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Take all the 
heads of the people, and hang them up before the 
Lorp againft the fun, that the fierte anger of the 
Lorp may be turned away from Ifrael. , 

5 And Molfes faid unto the judges of Ifrael, Slay 
ye every one his men that were Joined unto Baal- 
peor. 

6-q And, behold, one of the children of Ifrael 
came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitifh 
woman in the fight of Mofes, and in the fight of all 
the congregation of the children of Hrael, who were 
weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the con- 
gregation. : : 

7 And when Phinchas, the fon of Eleazar, the fon 
of Aaron the prieft, faw it, he rofe up from among 
the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand ; 

8 And he went after the man of Ifrael into the tent, 
and thruft both of themthrough, the man of Ifrae], and 

‘ the 

22 Neverthel fs the Kerrite foall be wafied, until Arfour foall carry thee 
away captiv.| i.e. The powcr and number of the Kenites fhall de- 
cline, till in the end they are carried away captive by the Affyrians. 

23 Alas! akofeall live when God daeith this!) i.e, Who fhall 
efeape the ravages of the Affyrians, when God fhall pefmit them to 
Over-run a great part of the world! ; 

24 Ships fhall-come fram the coafi of Chitin] By Chittim we are 
to underftand Greece, Gev.x. 4. This prophecy was fulfilled by 
Alexander the Great. : : 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIV. 


Thefe prophecies of Balaam import, that a great king thould de~ 
- ftroy the Moabites and the Edomites; that the Amalekites fhould 
likewife be deftroyed; that the Kenites fhould be carried away 
into captivity by the Affyrians; that afterwards the Affyrians 
fhould be conquered by the people of Chittim, that is, by the 
Macedonians. Thefe prophecies are all of them remarkable, 
becaufe they foretel what was to happen feverzl ages after to alt 
thofe people. f . 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 


1 Shittim] Shittim was in the plains of Moab. 
The people began to commit whoredom with the daughtere of Moab.] 
Balaam devifed this mean ftratagem to deprive the Ifraclites of the 


+ 


2 They called the people to the facrifices of their geds; &c.| ‘The feafts’ 


T following thefe facrifices, were accompanied with mufic and dancing,’ 


which had a great tendency to inflame their carnal appetites, which- 


'] thefe fair deluders would not permit them to fatisfy, till they bad 
J fir confented to worfhip their idols. 
Y. 4. Take all the brads of the people, and hang them up} 


It would be 

better thus, take all the heads or judges of the people to thy affittance, - 

and hang them up; i.e. all thofe that have quitted God for Baal pkor. 
Before the ‘Lordy j. ec. Before the fanctuary.  ~ . 4 


+ Agaiift the fun, &c.] i.e. Openly or publicly. 


Slay ye every one his men, &e-], It feems the judges were very 
dilatory im executing this order; feeing God himfelf thought proper 
toVifit the principal offenders with exemplary. punifhment. ’ 

8 Thruft both of shem through, &c.) Phinchas* did: this ‘by the 
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The fum of Ifrael in the plains of Moab. NUM BERS. The fum of the feveral families, 








7 Thefe are the families of the Reubenites: and Befor 
they that were numbered of them were forty and CHRIST 
three thoufand and feven hundred and thirty. 

8 And the fons of Pallu; Eliab. ; 

9 And the fons of Eliab; Nemuel, and Dathan, 
and Abiram. This zs that Dathan and Abiram, 
which were famous in the congregation, who ftrove 
againft Mofes and againft Aaron in the company of 
Korah, when they ftrove againft the Lorp: 

10 And the earth opened her mouth, and fwallow- 
ed them up together with Korah, when that com. 
pany died, what time the fire devoured two hundred 
and fifty men: and they became a fign. 

11 Notwithftanding the children of Korah died 

not. ; 
12 I The fons of Simeon. afte? their families: of 
Nemucl, the family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, the 
family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the family of the 
Jachinites : 

13 Of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites: of Shaul, 
the family of the Shaulites. 

14 Thefe are the families of the Simeonites, twenty 
and two thoufand and two hundred. 

15 I The children of Gad after their families: of 
Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, 
the family of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of 
the Shunites: . 

16 Of Ozni, the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the 
family of the Erites: as , 

17 OF Arod, the family of the Arodites: of Areli, 
the family of the Arelites. ‘ 

18 Thefe are the families of the children of Gad 
according to thofe that were numbered of them, forty 
thoufand and five hundred. ; 

19 J The fons of Judah were Erand Onan: and 
Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 

20 And the fons of Judah after their families were; 
of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites: of Pharcz, 
the family of the Pharzites: of Zerah, the family of 
the Zarhites. 

21 Andthe fons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the 
family of the Hezronites: of Hamil, the family of 
the Hamulites. 

22 Thefe are the families or Judah according to 
thofe that were numbered of them, threefcore and 
fixteen thoufand and five hundred. 

23 9 Of the fons of Iffachar after their families: 
of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Pua, the fa- 
mily of the Punites: a. Ba : 

24 Of Jafhub, the family of the Jafhubites: of 
Shimron, the family of the Shimronites. . 

25 Thefe are the families of Iffachar accord- 
ing to thofe that were numbered of them, threefcore 
and four thoufand and three hundred. 

262 Of the fons of Zebulun after their familics: 
of Sered, the family of the Sardites; of Elen, the 
family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the family of the 
Jahleelites. , a3 

27 Thefe are the families of the Zebulunites ac- 
‘| cording to thofe that were numbered of them, three- 
{core thoufand and five hundred. : 

28 q The fons of Jofeph after their families were 
Manaffeh and Ephraim. Se 

’ ; , 29 OF 


Before the woman through her belly. So the plague was 
CHIT Rtayed from the children of Ifrael. ; 

g And thofe that died in the plague were twenty 
and four thoufand. a 

10 T And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

11 Phinehas, the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron 
the prieft, hath turned my wrath away from the chil- 
dren of Iffael, while he was zealous for my fake 
among ‘them, that I confumed not the children of 
Ifrael in my jealoufy. 

“ 32 Wherefore fay, Behold, J give unto him my 
covenant of peace: 

13 And he fhall have it, and his feed after him, 
even the covenant of an everlafting priefthood; be- 
caufe he was zealous for his God, and made an 
atonement for the children of Ifrael. 

14 Now the name of the Iraelite that was flain, 
even that was flain with the Midianitifh woman, was 
Zimri, the fon of Salu, a prince of a chief houfe 
among the Simconites. 

15 And the name of the Midianitifh woman that 
was lain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was 
head over a people, and of a chief houfe in Midian. 

36 4 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

17 Vex the Midianites, and {mite them: 

18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith 
they have, beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and 
in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of 
Midian, their fifter, which was flain in the day of 
the plague for Peor’s fake. 
























CHAP. XXVI. 


1 The fum of all Ifrael is taken in the plains of Moab. 
5 The families of Reuben; 12O0f Simeon; 15 OfGad; 
19 of Fudahs 23 of Iffachar; 26 of Zebulun; 28 
of Maka yoh: 35 of Ephraim; 38 of Benjamin; 42 
of Dan; 44 of Aflier; 480f Naphtali. “52 The law 
of dividing among them the inheritance of the land. 
57-The families and number of the Levites. 63 None 

" were left of them who were numbered at Sinai, but 
Caleb and Fofhua. 


‘ ND it came to pafs after the plague, that the 
Logp fpake unto Mofes and unto Eleazar the 
fon of Aaron the prieft, faying, . 

. 2 Fake the fum ofall the congregation of the chil-. 
dren of Ifrael, from twenty years old and upward, 
throughout their fathers’ houfe, all that are able to, 
go to war in Hrael. , 
~ g And Mofes and Eleazar the prieft fpake with 
them in the plains of Moab by Jerdan near Jericho, | 
faying, 

" Take the fum of the people, from twenty years old 
and upward; as the Lorp commanded Mofes and 
the children of Ifrael, which went forth out of the 
Jand of Egypt. 

§ I Reuben, the eldeft fon of Ifrael: the children 
of Reuben; Hanoch, of whom cometh the family of the 
Hanochites: of Pallu, the family of the Palluites: 

_6 OF Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of 
Carmi, the family of the Carmites. 








the fleth, than the malice of our enemies. See 1-Cor.x. ‘ The 
zeal of Mofes and Phinchas, and the reward the latter met with, 
prove that jt is ene duty aealonfly to, oppofe and rebuke all thofg 
who openly offend God. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 
| 2 Take the fam of all the congregatiiz, &c.] The Lerd cemmands a 
FP thisd Ee ‘Gr repifter of males,to be taken to demonftrate his faith. 
‘| fulnefs in fulfilling his chrests denounced againtt their ungrateful 
rand difobediant- predeceffors, and in performing his promife of 
multiplying Abraham’s feed. : : 
| 10 Lhe earth fwalleaced them ap with Korab.] Very probable ie 
is that Korah was comfamed with the. fire of God, with thefe .who 
offered incenfe unbidden. See chap. xvi. 35- es 
29 The 


exprefs command of Mofes, the fupreme magiftrate, who ordered 
the judges of the people to: fall upon thofe who had joined them- 
fgives to Baal-Peor, and flay every one his men, yer. ¢. 

2. Thefp that dig ix the plague were tqzenty aud four thoufand.} In 
r-Cer. x: 8; St. Paul mentions only. twenty-three thoufand, who fell | f- 
anvone day; whence it feems as if one thoufand were Main by the FI. 
judges, and twentyand three thoufand by the hand of the Almighty, | f 
Taz "He was xealeis for my fake, &c| That is, he was jealous with 
my jéaloufy; Such was bis zeat for the honour of God, and the 
n@tional intereft, he could not bear fo notorious a breach of allegiance. 
. GENERAL REFEECTIONS on CHAP, ¥XV. 
The fh committed . by tHe Iraelites with the Moabitith wemen, 
* ould warnus to.refilt with more eagernefs the temptations of 
Sy as kee ; 2 ; 





The fum of the feveral families 


29 Of the fons of Manaffeh: of Machir, the family 
of the Machirites: and Machir begat Gilead: of Gi- 
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lead came the farnily ofthe Gileadites. 


30 Thefe are the fons of Gilead : of Jeczer, the fa- 


mily of the Jeezerites: of Helek, the family of the 
Helekites: 


31 And of Afriel, the family of the Afrielites: and 


of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites : 


32 And of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites: 


and of Hepher, the family of the Hephcerites. 


33 And Zelophehad the fon of Hepher had no 


fons, but daughters : and the names of the daughters 


of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, 


Milcah, and Tirzah. 

34 Thefe are the families of Manaffeh, and thofe 
that were numbered of them, fifty and two thoufand 
and feven hundred. 

35 © Thefe arethe fons of Ephraim after their fa- 
milies: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthalhites: 


of Bechar, the family of the Bachrites: of Tahan, 


the family of the Tahanites. 

36 And thefe are the fons of Shuthelah: of Eran, 
the family of the Eranites. 

37 Thefe are the families of the fons of Ephraim 
according to thofe that were numbered of them, thirty 
and two thoufand and five hundred. ‘Thefe are the 
fons of Jofeph after their families. 


38 I The fons of Benjamin after their familics: of 


Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Afhbel, the fa- 
mily of the Afhbclites: of Ahiram, the family of the 
Ahiramites: 


39 OF Shuphan, the family of the Shuphamites: of 


Hupham, the family of the Huphamites. 

40 And the fons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: 
of Ard, the family of the Ardites: and of Naaman, 
the family of the Naamites. 

41 Thefe are the fons of Benjamin after their fami- 
Nes: and they that were numbered of them were forty 
and five thoufand and fix hundred. 

42 % Thefe are the fons of Dan after their fami- 
lies: of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. Thefe 
are the families of Dan after their families. 

43 All the families of the Shuhamites, according 
to thofe that were numbered of them, were threefcore 
and four thoufand and four hundred. 

44 @ Of the childrenof A her after their families: 
of Jimna, the family of the Jimnites: of Jefui, the 
family of the Jefuites: of Beriah, the family of the 

erlites. . 


-45 Of the fons of Beriah : of Heber, the family of 


the Heberites : of Malchiel, the family the Malchi- 
clites. 

46 And the name of the daughter of Afher was 
Sarah. 

47 Thefe a7e the families of the fons of Afher ac- 
cording to thofe that were numbered of them; who 
were fifty and three thoufand and four hundred. 

48 4 Of the fons of Naphtali after their families: 
of Jahzecl, the family of the Jahzeclites: of Guni, 
the family of the Gunites, 





29 The family of the Machirites, &c.] It appearsin Fofbua xvii. 1. 
that Machir had divers children, fome of whofe pofterity took their 
names from Machir, and others from Gilead his fon. 

30 Feexer, &c.] In Ff. xvii. 2. and Fudges vi. 11, 34, he is 
alfo called Abijezer. 

gi Six hindied, &c.] We find notwithttanding all that had hap- 
pened to the Ifraclites in the defert, and the plagues inflicted on 
them, their number was but one thoufand eight hundred and twenty 
perfons lefs than at rhe lait poll, chap. i. 46. 

54 To every one feall bis inheritance be yrvrn, &c.} The land of Ca- 
naan contained about 14:976,000 acres; which quantity of land will 
divide to 600,cco men, above twenty-one acres and an half in pro- 
perty, witha remainder of 1,976,000 acres for the princes of tribes, 
heads of families, Levitical cities, and other public ufes, which for 
each perfon was an ample provifion. 

55 Notewithfanding the lund foall be divided by lot, &c.J But this di- 
vifion only refpected that quarter which each tribe was to poffefs ; 
ee whatever quarter the lot fell, the portion of the land was 

O. 14. 
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49 OF Jezer, the family of the Jezerites: of Shil- 
lem, the family of the Shillemites. 

50° Thefe are the families of Naphtali according to 
their families: and they that were numbered of them 
were forty and five thoufand and four hundred. 

5! Thefe were the numbered of the children of 
Ifrael, fix hundred thoufand and a thoufand feven 
hundred and thirty. 

52 4 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

53 Unto thefe the land fhall be divided for an in- 
heritance according to the number of names. 

54 To many thou fhalt give the more inheritance, 
and to few thou fhalt give the lefs inheritance : to 
every one fhall his inheritance be given according to 
thofe that were numbered of him. 

55 Notwithftanding the land fhall be divided by 
lot: according to the names of the tribes of their fa- 
thers they fhall inherit. 

56 According to the lot fhall the poffeffion thereof 
be divided between many and few. 

57 G| And thefe are they that were numbered of 
the Levites after their families: of Gerfhon, the 


of Ifrael in the plains of Moab. 
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family of the Gerfhonites : of Kohath, the family of © 


the Kohathites: of Merari, the tamily of the Me- 
rarites. 

58 Thefe are the families of the Levites: the fa 
mily of the Libnites, the family of the Hebronites, 
the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mu- 
fhites, the family of the Korathites. And Kohath 
begat Amram. 

59 And the name of Amram’s wife was Jochebcd, 
the daughter of Levi, whom her mother bare to Levi 
in Egypt: and fhe bare unto Amram Aaron and 
Mofes, and Miriam their fifter. 

60 And unto Aaron was born Nadab, and Abihu, 
Eleazar, and Ithamar. 

61 And Nadab and Abihudied, when they offered 
ftrange fire before the Lorn. 

,62 And thofe that were numbered of them were 
twenty and three thoufand, all males from a month 
old and upward: for they were notnumbered among 
the children of Ifrael, becaufe there was no inheri-+ 
tance given them among the children of I frael. 

63 4 Thefe are they that were numbered by Mofes 
and Eleazar the prieft, who numbered the children 
of Ifrael in the plains of Moab by Jordan, near Je- 
richo. 

64 But among thefe there was not a man of them 
whom Mofes and Aaron the prieft numbered, when 
they numbered the children of Ifracl in the wilder~ 
nefs of Sinai. 

65 For the Lorpb had faid of them, They fhall 
furely die in the wildernefs. Andthere was not left 
a man of them, fave Caleb, the fon of Jephunneb, 
and Jofhua the fon of Nun. 

C H A PL XXVII 
1 The daughters of Zelophchad fue for an inheritance. 6 

The law of inheritances. 12 Mofes is told of his death. 

15 He fucth fora fuccefor. 18 Fofhua is appointed 

to fucceed him. 

: THEN 


+ 





larger or fmaller, according to the goodnefs of the foil, and as the 
people were more or Jefs numerous. 

65 Save Caleb—and Fofoun, && } ‘God had promifed to {pare 
thefe as a reward of theirzeal, chap. xiv. 24, 30, 38. Some of the 
Levitesalfo feem to be excepted ; and it is certain that Eleazar was 
born in Egypt, Exod. vi. 23. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVI. 


God's care for his people was a great act of mercy ; he canfed them 
to be numbered, in order to prevent difputes when they divided 
the land. ‘Their number was nearly the fame asit was forty years 
‘before; upwards of fix hundred thoufand men, befides women and 
children, had died ; from which we may learn, what a heinous fin 
it is to murmur againft God. Caleb and Jofhua, on the contrary, 
are particularly mentioned, becaufe they believed in the promife 
God had made, and were not afraid of the Canaanités. ; 


Zz EXPLANATORY 


The ‘law of inheritances. 
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HEN. came the daughters of Zelophchad, the 
fon of Hepher, the fon of Gilead, the fon of 
Machir, the fon of Manaffeh, of the families of Ma- 
naffeh the fon of Jofeph: and thefe are the names of 
his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Mil- 
cah, and Tirzah. 

2 And they ftood before Mofes, and before Elca- 
zar the prielt, and before the princes and all the 
congregation, dy the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation, faying, 

3 Our father died in the wildernefs, and he was 
not inthe company of them that gathered themf{elves 
together again{ft the Lorn in the company of Ko- 
rah; but died in his own fin, and had no fons. 

4 Why fhould the name of our father be done 
away from among his family, becaufe he hath no 
fon? Give unto us therefore a poffeffion among the 
brethren of our father. 

5 And Moles broughttheir caufe beforethe Lorn. 

6 q And the Lorn {pake unto Mofes, faying, 

7 The daughters of Zelophehad fpeak right: thou 
fhalt furely give thema pofleffion of an inheritance 
among their father’s brethren; and thou fhalt caufe 
the inheritance of their father to pafs unto them. 

8 And thou fhalt fpeak unto the children of Ifrael, 
faying, If a man die, and have no fon, then ye fhall 
caufe his inheritance to pafs unto his daughter. 

9g And if he have no daughter, then ye fhall give 
his inheritance unto his brethren. 

10 And if he have no brethren, then ye fhall give 
his inheritance unto his father’s brethren. ° 

#1 And if his father have no brethren, then ye 
fhall give his inheritance unto’his kinfman that is 
next to him of his family, and he fhall poffefs it: and 
it fhall be untothe children of Ifrael a ftatute of judg- 
ment, as the Lorp commanded Molfes. 

12 { And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Get thee 
up into this mount Abarim, and fee the land which 
I have given unto the children of Ifrael. 

13 And when thou haft. feen it, thou alfo fhalt be 
gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was 
gathered. 

14 For ye rebelled againft my conrmandment in 
the defert of Zin, in the ftrife of the congregation, 
to fan&tify me at the water before their eyes: that zs 
the water of Mcribah in Kadifh in the wildernefs of 
Zin. 

15 F And Mofes fpake unto the Lorp, faying, 

16 Let the Lorn, the Godof the fpirits of all flefh, 
fet aman over the congregation, 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXVII. 


t Then came the daughters of Zelophebad, &c.| Who apprehending 
that, being females, they were to be excluded from all fertled inhe- 
ritance in the lands and eftates of the country, drew upa reprefen- 
tation of their cafe, and prefented it to Mofes, then in the great 
court of judicature at the tabernacle. 

3 He died in bis own fin, &c.] i.e. he did not die as an affociate 
in the rebellion, but as a common finner, to whomdeath is due. His 
fin was perfonal, and therefore did not affe@t his children. 

4 Why foculd the name of our father be done awey ? &c.] As foon as 
any one’s family was extinét, his name was rafed out of the genca- 
logical tables. 

12 Get thee up into this msunt Abarim, &c.| It appears from Deus. 
xxxii- 49, that thefe words were f{poken after all that follows in this 
book, and in Deuteronomy. x 

14. ¥¢ rebelled, &c.} Pernfe chap. xx. ver. 12. 

18 Take thre Fifbua, the fou of Nun] Now as the high office of judge 
of Ifrael required a perfon of the moft eminent qualifications, God 
appointed Jofhua to fucceed Mofes, though he was not only of ano- 
ther family, but another tribe; viz. that of Ephraim. 

Lay thine hand upon him, &c.] By this ceremony, Mofes transfer- 
red the public truft upon Jofhua, which was delegated to him from 
God. eh fx ; : 

20 Put fame of thine honour upon him, Scc.] Were Mofes is ordered 
to permit Jofhua to fhare with him immediately in the government, 
that the people might thereby have the greater refpcét for this his 
fucceffor. 

21 He fealifland before Eleaxar the prieff] Which privilege thews 
the pre-eminence Jofhua had above other Ifraclites, who, though 
fot admitted to fo near an intercourfe with God as Mofes, was ne- 





















NUMBERS. fFofhua is appointed to fuccecd Mofes, 


17 Which may-goout before them,and which may _ Belore 
go in before them, and which may lead them outand “hist 
Ase 


which may bring them in; that the congregation of 


the Lorn be notas fhecp which have no fhepherd. 


18 @ And the Lorw faid unto Mofes, Take thee 
Jofhua the fon of Nun, a man in whom /s the fpivit 
and lay thine hand upon him; ; 

19 And fet him before Eleazar the pricft, and bee 
fore all the congregation; and give hin a charge in 
their fight. 

20 And thou fhalt put /ome of thine honour upon 
him, that all the congregation of the children of 
Ifrael may be obedient. 

21 And he fhall ftand before Elcazar the prie(t, 
who fhall afk counfel for him after the judgment of 
Urim before the Lorn: at his word fhall they go 
out, and at his word they fhall come in, doth he, and 
all the children of Ifrae} with him, even all the con- 
gregation. 

22 And Mofes did as the Lorn commanded him: 
and he took Jofhua, and fet him before Fleazar the 
prieft, and before all the congregation : 

23 And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him 
a charge, as the Lory commanded by the hand of 
Mofes. 

€ HA PL. XXVIII. 

1 The Lord's offerings arc commanded to be offered in 
their due feafon. 3 The continual burnt offerine. 9 The 
offering on the fabbath, 11 on the new moons, 16 at the 
paffover, 26 in the day of firftfruits. 

ND the Lorn fpake unto Moles, faying, 
2g Command thechildren of Irael, and fay unto 
them, My offering, and my bread for my facrifices 
made by fire, for a fweet favour unto me, fhall ye 
obferve to offer unto me in their due feafon. 

3 Y And thou fhalt fay unto them, This is the of. 
fering made by fire which ye fhall offer unto the 
LorpD; two lambs of the firft year without fpot day 
by day, for a continual burnt offering. 

4 The one lamb fhalt thou offer in the morning, - 
and the other Jamb fhalt thou offer ateven ; 

5 Anda tenth part of anephah of flour for a meat 
offering, mingled with the fourth part of an hin of 
beaten oil. 

6 Jt zs a continual burnt offering, which was or- 
dained in mount Sinai for a {weet favour, a facrifice 
made by fire unto the Lorp. 

7 And the drink offering thercof /hall dethe fourth 
part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place fhalt 

tho 





verthelefS affured, he fhould not want direétion from the oracle, in 
any doubt, by confulting the high prieft, who was to reccive the 
anfwer, 

After the judgment of Urin, &c.| Read note on Excd. xxviii. 30. 

22 Mofes did as the Lord commanded hin, &ce] Which fhews him to 
have been governed by aprinsiple of difintercftednefs, which places 
him above all other law-givers, who generally took care-to advance 
their own family. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIL 


By the law concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, it appears that 
God defigned to preferve the diftinétion of families and inheri- 
tances among the Jews, and that daughters fhould have their right; 
from whence we fhould learn to adminifter impartial juftice to 
all, refpeéting property. ‘! he eftablithing Jofhua in the place of 
Mofes, is a token of God’s care of his people; and fhew's us, that 
when he removes any of his fervants from us, he ufally vaifes up 
others to fucceed them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIIL 


1 The Lord fpake unto Mefes, faying-] As the ftated facrifices and 
fervice of the tabernacle had now for many years heen very much 
interrupted by reafon of the frequent and tedious journics of the 
Ifraelites ; God commands Mofes to repeat them to the people in 
the following order, of daily, weekly, monthly, and anniverfary 
facrifices. , 

2 My offering, and my bread, &c.) The facrifices which were con- 
fumed on the altar, were confumed as the food of God. Lev. iii. 11. 

3 Two lambs of the firft year, &c.| The firft national facrifice was 
to be offered every day, morning and evening, throughout the 
whole year. 

g dnd 





The offerings at the feveral feafis; CHAP. XXIX. and on the day of humiliation. 
Oe ee ae LS. 


Before thou caufe the {trong wine to be poured unto the 26 ¥ Alfo in the day of the firft fruits, when ¥onnoe. 


CHRISTY onp for a drink offering. 
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8 And the other lamb fhalt thou offer at even: as 


the meat offering of the morning, and as the drink} 


offering thereof, thou fhalt offer zt, a facrifice made 
by fire, of a fweet favour unto the Loxp. 

g Zi And on the fabbath day two lambs of the firft 
year without fpot, and two tenth deals of flour for a 
meat offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offer- 
ing thereof: 

10 This is the Burnt offering of every fabbath; be- 
fide the continual burnt offering, and his drink 
offering.  - : ‘ 

ai & And in the beginnings of your months ye 
fhall offer a burnt offering unto the Lorp; two 
young bullocks, and one ram, feven lambs of the 
firft year without {pot ; 

12 And three tenth deals of flour for a meat offer- 
ing, mingled with oi], for one bullock; and two 
tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled 
with oi], for one ram; 

13 Anda feveral tenth deal of flour mingled with 
oil for a meat offering unto one lamb; for a burnt 
offering of a fweet favour, a facrifice made by fire 
unto the Lorn. 

14 And their drink offerings fhall be half an hin 
of wine unto a bullock, and the third gart of an hin 
unte a sam,and a fourth part of an hin unto a lamb: 
this zs the burnt offering of every month throughout 
the months of the year. 

15 And one kid of the goats for a fin offering 
unto the Lorp {hall be offered, befide the continual 
burnt offering, and his drink offering. 


16 @ And in the fourteenth day of the firft month: 


is the paffover of the Lorn. 


17 And in the fifteenth day of this month zs the {| 


feaft: feven days fhall unleavened bread be eaten. 

18 In the firft day fall be an holy convocation ; 
-ye fhall do no manner of fervile work therein: 

19 But ye fhall offer a facrifice made by fire for a 
burnt offering unto the Lorn; two young bullocks, 
and one ram, and feven lambs of the firft year: they 
fhall be unto you without blemihh : 

20 And their meat offering /hall be of flour min- 
gled with oil: three tenth deals fhali ye offer for a 
bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram; 

at A feveral tenth deal fhalt thou offer for every 
lamb, throughout the feven lambs: 

22 And one goat for a fin offering, to.make an 
atonement for you. : 

23 Ye fhall offer thefe befide the burnt offering in 
the morning, which zs for a continual burnt offering. 

24 After this manner ye fhall offer daily through- 
out the feven days, the meat of the facrifice made 
by fire, of a fweet favour unto the Lorn: it fhall 
be offered befide the continual burnt offering, and 
his drink offering. 

25 And on the feventh day ye fhall have an holy 
convocation; ye fhal] do no fervile work. 
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9 And on the fabbath day tivo lambs, &c.] The fecond national fa- 
crifice was weckly. On this day the burnt offerings and meat offcr- 
ings were ordered to be donble, as ver. ro fhews. 

at And in the beginnings of your mouths ye faall offer, &c.] ‘The third 
ftated facrifice was monthly, to be offered upon the firft day of every 
month. As one of the moft natural divifions of time is, by the pe- 
riodical revolutions of the moon, which, in thefe ferious climates, 
could be eafily difcerned by all; fo it is natural to think, that the 
folemn celebration of the new moon, in honotr to the true Gods was 
in ufe even before the rife of idolatry, and probably made a part of 
the patriarchal religion. 

tg Unto the Lord, &c-] i-¢. Not to the moon, as was practifed 
by the Egyptians, and other nations. 

16 And in the fourteenth day—is the paffover, &c.] This fourth and 
national facrifice was annually, viz. the great paffover feftival, with 
the feaft of unleavened bread, annexed to it. Exod. xii. ¢, 6- 

26 Alfo in the day of the firft fruits, &c-] The firlt national facrifice 
was alfo annual, viz. at the harveft-feitival, when the firft fruits of 
corn were to be offered up. 

After your weeks be out, &c-] Seven weeks to be accounted from 
Eafter to Pentecoft, Lew. xxiii. 15, 16- 


ae a new meat offering unto the Lorp, after your 
weeks be out, ye fhall have an holy convocation; ye 
fhall do no fervile work : 

27 But ye fhall offer the burnt offering for a {weet 
favour unto the Lorn; two young bullocks, one 
ram, feven lambs of the firft year ; 

28 And their meat offcring of flour mingled with 
oil, three tenth deals unto one bullock, two tenth 
deals unto one ram, 

29 A feveral tenth deal unto one lamb, through- 
out the feven lambs; 

30 And one kid of the goats to make an atonement 
for you. . 

3 Ye hall offer them befide the continual burnt 
offering, and his meat offering, (they fhall be unto 
you without blemifh) and their drink offerings. 





CH A PP. XXIX, 
1 The offering at the feaft of trumpets, 7 on the day of 


huntultation, and 12,17, 20, 23, 26, 29, 32, 35, on 
the eight days of the fea/t of tabernacles. 


, ND inthe feventh month, on the firlt day of 

the month, ye fhall have an holy convocation; 

ye fhall do no fervile work; it is a day of blowing 
the trumpets unto you. : ; 

2 And ye fhall offer a burnt offering for a {weet fa- 
vour unto the, Lorn; one young bullock, one ram, 
and feven lambs of the firft year without blemith : 

‘3 And their meat offering /hall be of flour mingled 
with oil, three tenth deals for a bullock, and two 
tenth deals for a ram, 

4 And one tenth deal for one Jamb, throughout 
the feven lambs: _ : 

5 And one kid of the goats for a fin offering, to 
make an atonement for you: ; . 

6 Befides the burnt offering of the month, and 
}his meat offering, and the daily burnt offering, and 
his meat offering, and their drink offerings, accord- 
ing unto their manner, for a fweet favour, a facrifice 
made by fire unto the Lorn. 

' 9 ¥ And ye fhall have on the tenth day of this 
feventh month an holy convocation; and ye fhall 
affli€&t your fouls: ye fhall not do any work therein: 

8 But ye fhall offer a burnt offering unto the 
Lorp /or a fweet favour; one young bullock, one 
ram, and leven lambs of the firft year; they fhall be 
unto you without blemifh: 

9 And their meat offcring /hall Ze of flour mingled 
with oil, three tenth deals toa buliock,and two tenth 
deals to one ram, ; 

10 A feveral tenth deal for one lamb, throughout 
the feven lambs: 

11 One kid of the goats for a fin offering ; befide 
the fin offering for atonement, and the continual 
burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their 


drink offerings. ; 
12% And 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIII. - 


From this chapter, we may difcern the watchfulnefs of God over his 
people, by a new promulgation of the law before the death of 
Mofes, and juft after the inveftiture of Jofhua. Hence we fhould 
learn to treafure up the word of God ini our hearts, and practife 
it in our lives. By the firft day of every month being fet apart for 
the exercife of religious duties, we are to obferre, that we fhould 
dedicate as much of our time as poffible, to the worfhip of God. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIX. 


1 And in the feventi month, &c.] The fifth national and annual 
facrifice was performed on the feait of trumpets, about the time of 
our September. As the feripture no where gives the reafon of this 
feftival, authors are much divided ahout m. Some of the fathers 
were of opinion, it was in memory of the law given on mount Sinai, 
at which time the trumpet and thunder was heard. Cthers have con- 
ceived that it was intended to put mankind in remembrance of the 
general refurretion, which is to be ufhered in with the found of the 
trumpet, Lez. xxiil- 24. 

4 13 Thirteesz 
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12 Q And on the fifteenth day of the feventh 


CHRIST onth ye fhall have an holy convocation; ye fhall 
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do no fervile work, and ye fhall keep a feaft unto the 
Lorp feven days: 

13 And ye fhall offer a burnt offering, a facrifice 
made by fire, of a fweet favcur unto the Lor»; thir- 
teen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs 
of the firft year ; they fhall be without blemifh : 

14 And their meat offering /hall 4e of flour ming- 
icd with oil, three tenth deals unto every bullock of 
the thirteen bullocks, two tenth deals to each ram 
of the two rams, 

15 And a feveral tenth deal to each lamb of the 
fourteen Jambs : 

i6 And one kid of the goats for a fin offering; be- 
fide the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, 
and his drink offering. 

17 G And on the fecond day ye /hall offer twelve 
young bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the firft 
year, Without {pot : 

18 And their meat offering and their drink offer- 
ings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
JSrall be according to their number, after the manner : 

1g And one kid of the goats for a fin offering; be- 
fide the continual burnt offering, and the meatoffer- 
ing thereof, and their drink offerings. 

20 & And on the third day eleven bullocks, two 
rams,fourteen lambs of the firft year without blemitfh ; 

2t And their meat offering and their drink offer- 
ings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, 
frail be according to their number, after the manner: 

22 And one goat for a fin offering; befides the 
continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and 
his drink offering. 

23 @ And onthe fourth day ten bullocks,tworams, 
and fourteen lambs ofthe firftyear without blemifh: ~ 

24 Their meat offering and their drink offerings 
for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, /rall 
be according to their number, after the manner : 

25 And one kid of the goats fora fin offering ; be- 
fide the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, 
and his drink offering. 

26 ¢ Andon the fifth day nine bullocks, two rams, 
and fourteen lambs of the firft year without fpot : 

27 Andtheirmeat offering, and their drink offerings 
for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, /hall 
be according to-their number, after the manner: 

28 And one goat for a fin.offering ; befide the 


, continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and 


his drink offering. 

29 I And onthe fixth day eight bullocks, two 
rams, and fourteen lambs of the firft year without 
blemith : : 

go And their meat offering and their drink offer- 
ings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the 
lambs, /hall be according to their number, after the 
manner : 

g1 And one goat for a fin offering; befide the con- 
tinual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his 
drink offering. 
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13 Thirteex young bullocks, &c.] Undoubtedly thefe troublefome 
fervices, and expentive facrifices, made their religion a very grievous 
yoke, under which the beft men among them groaned, longing for 
the coming of the Meffiah ; when, their own dogtors fay, ‘* No fa- 
crifices fhall remain but thofe of thankfgiving, praife and prayer.” 
It appears from the account, that there were every year facrificed at 
the tabernacle and temple, at the national charge, the following 
numberof beafts; viz lambs, 1101 ; bullocks, 132; rams, 72; kids, 
21; goats,2; exclufive ofa prodigious namber of voluntary vow and 
trefpafs offerings. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIX. 
We may here learn, that no religion can be of God, that does not 

inculcate the doétrine of repentance; nor is repentance genuine, 

unlefs it be habitual. As the facrifices were not fo numerous on 

the inft day as on the others, we are hereby admonifhed not to truft 

in any thing for falvation but the merits of Chrift, and to turn to 

him by faith and repentance. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXX. 
1 And Mofes (rake wito the heads of the tribes, &c.] This law was 












32 G4 And on the feventh day feven bullocks, two 
rams, and fourtcen lambs of the firft year without 
blemifh : 

33 And their meat offering and their drink offer 
ings for the bullocks, for the rams, and ‘for the 
lambs, /hall be according to their number, after the 
manner: 

34 And one goat fer a fin offering ; befides a con- 
tinual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink 
offering. 

35 F Onthe eighth day ye fhall have a folemn 
affembly : ye fhall do no fervile work therein: 

36 But ye fhall offer a burnt offering, a facrifice 
made by fire, of a fweet favour unto the Lorn: one 
bullock, one ram, feven lambs of the firft year with- 
out blemifh : 

37 Their meat offering and their drink offerings 
for the bullock, for the ram, and for the lambs, /hudl 
be according to their number, after the manner : 

38 And one goat for a fin offering; befide the con- 
tinual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his 
drink offering. 

89 Thefe things ye fhall do unto the Lorn inyour 
fet feafts, befide your vows, and your freewill offer. 
ings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat 
offcrings, and for your drink offerings, and for your 
peace offerings. 

40 And Mofes told the children of Ifrael accord- 
ing to all that the LoxD commanded Mofes. 


CHAP. XXX. 


1 Vows are not to be broken. 3 The exceptions of a 
maid’s vow, of a wife’s, g of a widow's, or of her 
that is divorced. 

fee. Mofes fpake unto the heads of the tribes 

concerning the children of Ifrael, faying, This 
zs the thing which the Lory hath commanded. 

2 If a man vow a vow unto the Lorp, or {wearan 
oath to bind his foul with a bond ; he fhall not break 
his word, he fhall do according to all that procecd- 
eth out of his mouth. 

39 Ifa woman alfo vow a vow unto the Lorn, 
and bind herfelf by a bond, Seing in her father’s houfe 
in her youth ; 

4 And her father hear her vow,and her bond where- 
with fhe hath bound her foul,and her father fhall hold 
his peace at her: thenall hervows fhall ftand,and every 
bond wherewith fhe hath bound her foul fhall ftand. 

5 But ifher father difallow her in the day that he 
heareth ; not any of her vows,or of her bonds where- 
with fhe hath bound her foul,fhall ftand: andtheLorp 
thall forgive her, becaufe her father difallowed her. 

6 @ And if fhe had at all an hufband, when fhe 
vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, wherewith 
fhe bound her foul ; 

7 And her hufband heard zt, and held his peace at 
her in the day that he heard z: then her vows fhall 
ftand, and her bonds wherewith fhe bound her foul 


fhall ftand. 
8 But 


re 
delivered to them, that they might inftru@ thofe committed 19 
their charge, explain the law to them, give them neceffary cautions 
upon it, and alfo call them to account for the breach of their 
vows, 

2 Ifa man vow a vow unto the Lord.] We fee vows were early in 
ufe among the Jews; thus Jacob vowed a temth ofall his acquifitions 
to the Lord, when he retired to Padan-aram for fear of his brother 
Efau, Gee. xxviii. 20. and Hangah, defirous of a fon, in order to 
obrain her requeft, vowed before-hand, to confecrate him to God, 
1 Sam, ii. 21. 

Av cath to bind his furl, &c.| Toman a promifeisbut a bond upon 
the eftate ; buta promi’c to God, is a bond upon the foul. . 

3 [fa woman alfo vow a vow, &c.] The women at their own dit- 
pofal, were bound, if poffible, to perform their vows; but ifa woman 
unmarried, and confequently at her parent’s difpofal, fhould vow a 
vow, the law here orders that her vow fhou]d be no longer obliga- 
tory, than in refpe& to her parents confent to ir at firft making 
thereof ; and it was the fame with regard to wives, orphans, and fer- 
vants, who are under the power of their hufbands, guardians, ma!- 
ters, &c. 
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Of vows which are obligatory. 


CHAP. XAX 


I. The Midianites [poiled, 


and Balaam flain. 
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fe 8 Lut if her hufband difallowed her on the day 
grees that he heard 7#; then he fhall make her vow which. 


fhe vowed, and that which fhe uttered with her lips, 
wherewith fhe bound her foul, of none effe@t : and: 
the Lor pv fhall forgive ber. . 

g @ But every vow of a widow, and of her that is 


divorced, wherewith they have bound their fouls, § 


fhall ftand againft her. — 

10 And if fhe vowed in her hufband’s houfe, or 
bound her foul by a bond with an oath ;. 

11 And her hufband heard zt, and' held his peace 


at her, and difallowed her not: then all her vows f 


fball ftand, and every bond wherewith fhe bound her 
foul fhall fland. 

12 Gutif her hufband hath utterly made them void: 
on the day he heard them; then whatfocver proceeded 
out ofherlips concerning her vows,or concerning the 
bond of her foul, fhall not ftand; her hufband hath 
made them void; and the Lorp fhall forgive her. 

13 Every vow, and every binding oath to afflié 


the foul; her hufband may eftablifh it, or her hufband.§ 


may make it void. 

14 But if her hufband altogether hold his peace at 
her from day to day; then he eftablifheth all her 
vows, or all her bonds, which axe upon her: he con- 
firmeth them, becaufe he held his peace at her, in 
the day that he heard them. 


15 Bueif he hall any ways make them void after |; 


that he hath heard them; then he fhall bear her ig- 
iquity. . ; 

16 Thefe are the ftatutes, which the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes, between a man and his wife, between 
the father and his daughter, being yet inher youth in 
her father’s houfe. _ ‘ 


CH AP. XXXI. 


1 The Midianites ave fpoiled, and Balaam flain. 13 
Mofes is wroth with the officers for faving the women 
alive, and ordercéf the foldiers with their captives and 
Spoil to be purified, 24 Eleazar fheweth the law of pin 
rification. 25 The proportion whereby the prey is to be 
divided. 48 The voluntary oblation of the ieee unto 
the treafury of the Lord. ~ 

A ND the Lorpb fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2 Avenge the children of Ifrael of the Midian- 
ites: afterward fhalt thou be gathered unto thy peaple. 

3 And Mofes fpake unto the people, faying, Arm 
fome of yourfelves unto the war,and let them ggagainft 
the Midianites, and avenge the Lory of Midian. 

4 Of every tribe a thaufand, throughout all the 
tribes of Ifrael, fhall ye fend to the war. 

5 So they were delivered out of the thoufands of 
Ifrael, a thoufand of every tribe, twelye thoufand 
armed for war. 

6 And Mofes fent them to the war, a thonfand of 
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1g. [fer hufband—hold his peace, &c.} ‘The hufband’s fiJence, or 
not contradicting it at the firft propofal, fhiall be interpreted a_con- 
fent, nor fhall it be in the hufband’s or father’s powerto retract that 
eonfent, or hinder her from performing her vow; if he does, ‘* He 
fhall bear her iniquity ;’? God fhall punifh him, and not her, fora 
breach of faered faith. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXX. 
From this chapter we are taught, that all lawful vows fhould be per- 

formed, and that nothing (if we have ability) can releafe us trom 

them; that rafh vows, and fuch as we have no right to make, may 
be annulled, provided it be done lawfully, and by thofe who have 
proper right and authority; agd that God takes care to preferve 
the power of fathers, hufbands, and guardians, 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXI. 

2 alvenge the children of Ifracl of the Midicuites, &c.) The Midi- 
anites were the pofterity of Abraham by Keturah; fome of them 
fettled fouth of Canaan, among whom Jethro lived, and they re- 
tained the worfhip of the true God; but thefe were fettled eat of 
Canaan, and were idolaters, neighb urs to, and in confederacy with 
the Moabites. In conformity to the counfel given them by Balaam, 
thefe Jatter had feduced the ‘fraclites to uncieannefs, and the worhhip 
oftheir gods; for which Mofes is here ordered to fend an army 
againft them. and utterly to deftroy them. 7 

4 i every tribe a thinfand, &c.] | This {mall nember was tolet 
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ihthe prieft, to the war, with the holy inflruments,.and, 
isthe trumpets to blow in his hand. 

) 7 And they warred againftthe Midianites, as. the 
HiLoxp commanded Mofes; and they flew all the. 
jkmales. 

, & And they flew the kings of Midian, befide- the 
Mreft of them that were flain; naacly, Evi, and Reken, 
rand Zur,and Hur, and Reba, five kings of, Midian; 
| Ralaam alfo the fon of Beor they flew with the fword, 
9 And the children of Ifrac] took all the women 
fof Midian captives, and their litthe ones, and took, 
HEthe fpoil of all their cate, and all their flocks, andj 
tall their goods. 

10 And they burnt all their cities, wherein, they, 
dwelt, and all theix goodly, caftles, with fire. : 

f 6 ta And they took all the fpoil, and,ali, the prey, 
EP Loth of men. and of beats. : 

| r2 And they brought the captives, and the prey, 
and the fpoil, unto Mofes, and Eleazar the prieit, 
and. unto the congregation of ihe. children of Ifraed, 
runto the camp atthe plains of Moab, which, arq by, 
Jordan near Jericho. “ 

139 @And Mofes, and Lileagar the prief, and, all 
the princes of the congregatioy, went forth, to meet 
them without the camp. i : 

14 And Mofes was wroth with the officegs of the 
holt, with the captains over thotilands, and, captains 
over hundreds, which. came from the battle. ! 

.15 Aud Moles faid unto them, Have ye faved all 
the women alive ? . 

16 Behold, thefe caufed the children of Ifrael, 
through the counfel of Balaam, to commit tredpals 
againft the Loxp in the matter of Peor, and there was 
a plague among the congregation of the, Lorp. |: 

i7 Now therefore kill every male among. the litthe 
ones, and kill every woman that hath known man, by 
lying with, him. Dae 

18 But all the women children,.that have not 
known a man, by lying with him, keep alive for 
yourfelves, ; 

1g And do ye abide without the camp feven days: 
whofoever hath killed any perfon,and whofoever hath 
touched any Main,purify doth yourfelvesand your cap- 
tives on the third day, and en the feventh day. 

20 Aud purify all yauz raiment, and all that is made 
of fkins, and all work of goats’ haiz, and all things 
made of wood. 

21 § And Elcazar the pricft faid unto the men of 
war which went to the battle, This gs the ordinance 
of the law which the Lorp commanded Moles; 

22 Qnly the gold, and the filver, the brafs, the 
iron, the tin, and the lead, : 

23 Every thing that may abide the fire, ve fhall 
make z go through the fire, and it fhall be clean: 

neverthelefs 









ne 
them fee they were to rely more upon God, than the ftrength of 
their army. : 

6 dud Phinchas] It has been thought, that from the late coura~ 
geous a&t of Phinehas, chap. xxv. 8. he was appointed to command 
the troops who were to avenge the Lard of Yjidian.. But as Mofes 
in the war with the Amorites, had fent the forces under the condugt 
of Jofhua, it was moft probable he was commander at that time; 
and that the province appointed Phinchas’ was only to take care of 
the holy things. 

With the boty infliumests and the trumpets, &0.J Itis the mof pro- 
bable opinion thar by thefe inflruments the ark of the covenant, and 
what was included therein, are to be underftood. . 

2 Dhry fle: all the males.| i. e. They flew all they met with, giy- 
ing no quarter But it is nor to be underftood of all the males of the 
nation; becaufe the Midianjces of thjs country, who are reckoned 
with the children of the ealt, Judges vi. 3. were a potent and’ fgr- 
midable enemy to Ifrael, in the days of Gideon. : ‘ 
17 Aull every nol-] Motes ordered the male children to be Qain, 
that he might thercby extirpate the whale nation, as fayas lay in 
his power, and prevent their revenging the death of their parenss, in 
4 cafe they v fuffered to live to man's eftate. 

q dnd-Bil esery evoman that bath kiwaen wav, &c.] Becaufe they had 
if been the chicf intruments of drawing she Hraelites to idolatry. 

18 But all the avon childves—keep asizes &e.) Fot Peing young, 
i they might be broughr.to embrace the Jewihh selipion. —- : 
| 7? 3A : az Divide 






fevers tribe, them and: Phinchas the fon of: Eleazar hs 
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The prey divided. 
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The voluntary oblatzons of the officers. 





Before neverthelefs it fhall be purified with the water of fe- 
CHRIST 


1452. 


‘Tparation: and all that abideth not the fire ye fhall 
make go through the water. 

24 Andye fhall wafh your clothes on the feventh 
day, and ye fhall be clean, and afterward ye fhall 
come into the camp. 

25 9 And the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

26 Take the fum of the prey that was taken, doth 
of man and of beaft, thou, and Eleazar the prieft, 
and the chief fathers of the congregation : 

27 And divide the prey into two parts; between 
them that took the war upon them, who went out to 
battle, and between all the congregation : 

28 And levy a tribute unto the Lorp of the men 
of war which went out to battle: one foul of five 


hundred, doth of the perfons, and of the beeves, and. 


of the affes, and of the fheep: 

29 Take # of their half, and give :¢ unto Eleazar 
the prieft, for an heave offering of the Loro. 

go And of the children of Ifrael’s half, thou fhalt 
take one portion of fifty, of the perfons, of the beeves, 
of the affes, and of the flocks, ofall manner of beafts, 
and give them unto the Levites, which keep the 
charge of the tabernacle of the Lorn. 

g1 And Mofes and Eleazar the prieft did as the 
Lory commanded Mofes. 

g2 And the booty, deing the reft of the prey which 
the menof war had caught, was fix hundred thoufand 
and feventy thoufand and five thoufand fheep, 

33 And threefcore and twelve thoufand bceves, 

34 And threefcore and one thoufand affes, 

“ g5 And thirty and two thoufand perfons in al], of 
women that had not known man by lying with him. 

- 36 And the half, witch was the portion of them 
that went out to war, was in number three hundred 
thoufand and feven and thirty thoufand and five 
hundred fheep : 

37 And the Lorp’s tribute of the fheep was fix 
hundred and threefcore and fifteen. 

38 And the beeves were thirty and fix thoufand ; of 
which the Lonp’s tribute was threefcore and twelve. 

g9 And the affes were thirty thoufand and five 
hundred; of which the Lorn’s tribute was three- 
feore and one.° 

40 Andthe perfons were fixteenthoufand: of which 
the Lorp’s tribute was thirty and two perfons. 

41 And Mofes gave the tribute, which was the 
Lorp’s heave offering, unto Eleazar the prieft, as 
the Lorp commanded Mofes. 

42 And of the children of Ifrael’s half, which 
Mofes divided from the men that warred, 

43 (Now the half that pertained unto the congrega- 
tion was three hundred thoufandand thirty thoufand 
and {even thoufand and five hundred fheep, 

44 And thirty and fix thoufand beeves, 

45 And thirty thoufand affes and five hundred, 

46 And fixteen thoufand perfons ;) 

47 Even of the children of Ifrael’s half, Mofes 
took one portion of fifty, Zoth of man and of beaft, 
and gave them unto the Levites, which kept the 
charge of the tabernacle of the Lorp;as the Lorn 
commanded Mofes. 

48 @ And the officers which were over thoufands 





29 Divide the prey, &c.] i.e. The captives and cattle ; as to the 
plate, jewels, and other goods, every man kept what he took. See 
Ver. 50) 53. 

49 There lacketh not one man of us.| This was an evident proof that 
Omnipotence fought for them, and defended them ; this was foex~- 

i inflance of the divine protection, as can {carcely be 
paralleled in hiftory. 

52 Sixteen thoufand fever hundred and fifteen fockels.] This was 
about five talents and a half, or 27,9191. fterling. Three hundred 
fhekels made a talent. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXI. 


Several things arc obfervable in this hiftory of the viétory gained 
over.the Midianites; namely’, the fubduing the enemies of the 
Ifraelices ; that Balaam, and the women who had caved the peo- 
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of the hoft, the captains of thoufands, and captains 

of hundreds, came near unto Mofes : 

49 And they faid unto Mofes, Thy fervants have 
taken the fum of the men of war which are under our 
charge, and there lacketh not one man of us. 

50 Wehave therefore brought an oblation for the 
Lorp, what every man hath gotten, of jewels, of gold, 
chains, and bracelcts, rings, earrings, and tablets, to 
make an atonement for our fouls before the Lokop. 

51 And Mofesand Eleazar the prieft took the gold 
of them, even all wrought Jewels. 

52 And all the gold of the offering that they of- 
fered up to the Lown, of the captains of thoufands, 
and of the captains of hundreds, was fixteen thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty fhekcls. 

53 (For the men of war had taken {poil, every 
man for himfelf.) 

54 And Mofes and Eleazar the prieft took the 
gold of the captains of thoufands and of hundreds, 
and brought it into the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, for a memorial for the children of Hrael before 
the Lorp. 

C H A PL XXNII,. 

1 The Reubenites and Gadites fue for iheir inheritance on 
the caft fide of Fordan. 6 Mofes reproveth them. 16 
They offer conditions ; 20 he zs content; and affigneth 
the land to them, and to half the tribe of Manaffeh. 
34 They build cities, and conquer what remained. 

OW the children of Reuben and the children 
of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle: 
and when they faw the land of Jazer, and the land of 

Gilead, that, behold, the place was a place for cattle ; 
2 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben 

came and fpake unto Mofes,and to Eleazar the prieft, 

and unto the princes of the congregation, faying, 

g Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, 
and Hefhbon, and Etealeh, and Shcbam, and Nebo, 
and Beon, 

4 Even the country which the Lorn finote before 
the congregation of Ifrael, 7s a land for cattle, and 
thy fervants have cattle : 

5 Wherefore, faid they, if we have found grace in 
thy fight, let this land be given unto thy fervants for 
a poffeffion, and bring us not over Jordan. 

-6 4 And Mofes faid unto the children of Gad and 
to the children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to 
war, and fhall ye fit here? 

7 Aad wherefore difcourage ye the heart of the 
children of Ifrael from going over into the land 
which the Lorp hath given ? : 

8 Thus did your fathers, when I fent them from 
Kadefh-barnca to fee the land. 

g For when they went up unto the valley of Efh- 
col, and faw the land, they difcouraged the heart of 
the children of Ifrael, that they fhould not go unto 
the land which the Lorn had given them. 

10 And the Lorp’s anger was kindled the fame 
time, and he fware, faying, 

11 Surely none of the men that came up cut of 
Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, fhall fee 
the land which I fware unto Abraham, unto I faac, 
and unto Jacob ; becaufe they have not wholly fol- 


lowed me: 
12 Save 
LS 
ple to fin, were fain ; the divifion of the fpoil equally between 
thofe who were in the war, and thofe who remained in the camp; 
and that the officers prefented to God the moft valuable things 
taken from the Midianites, teaching us to do him homage for all 
our prolperity, and devoteall his gifts to his fervice and glory. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXNII. 

1 Now the children of Reuben, &c.] The tribes of Reuben, Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manaffeh, obferving that the country was fertile, 
and ftored with good pafturage, defired they might be permitted to 
fettle there, having large ftoclcs of cattle. 

1 Wherefore difecurage ye the heart, &c.} Mofes fufpected thar it 
was either cowardice, or a love of cafe, that made them petition to 
ftay where they were, which ill example might have proved of bad 


confequence in difheartening the reft of their brethren. 
17 Bus 


Before 
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The land affigned to the Reubenites,€8c. CH AP. XXXIIL 


Before 
CHRIST and Jothua the fon of Nun: for they have wholly 


45?" followed the Lorp. 


1g And the Lorn’s anger was kindled againft 
Ifrael, and he made them wander in the wildernefs 
forty years, until all the generation, that had done 


evil in the fight of the Lorn, was confumed. 

14 And, behold, ye are rifen up in your fathers’ 
ftead, an increafe of finful men, to augment yet the 
fierce anger of the Lorn toward Ifrael. 


15 For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet 


again leave them in the wildernefs; and ye fhall 
deftroy all this people. 

16 @ And they came near unto him, and faid, We 
will build fheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities 
for our little ones: 

17 But we ourfelves will go ready armed before the 
children of Ifrael, until we have brought them unto 
their place: and our little ones fhall dwell in the 
fenced cities becaufe of the inhabitants of the land. 

18 We will not return unto our houfes, until the 
children of Ifrael have inherited every man his in- 
heritance. 

1g For we will not inherit with them on yonder 
fide Jordan, or forward; becaufe our inheritance is 
fallen to us on this fide Jordan eaftward. 

20 @ And Mofes faid unto them, If ye will do 
this thing, if ye will go armed before the Loxp to 
war, 

21 And will go all of you armed over Jordan be- 
fore the Lorn, until he hath driven out his enemies 
from before him, - 

22 And the land be fubdued before the Lorn: 
then afterward ye fhall return, and be guiltlefs be- 
fore the Lorn, and before Ifrael; and this land 
fhall be your poffeffion before the Lorn. 

23 But if ye will not do fo, behold, ye have fin- 
ned againft the Lorp: and be fure your fin will find 
you out. 

24 Build ye cities for your little ones, and folds 
for your fheep; and do that which hath proceeded 
out of your mouth. - 


25 And the children of Gad and the children of 


Reuben fpake unto Mofes, faying, Thy fervants will 
do as my Lorn commandeth. 

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all 
our cattle, fhall be there in the cities of Gilead: 

27 But thy fervants will pafs over,every man armed 
for war, before the Lorn to battle, as my lord faith. 

28So concerning them Mofes commanded Eleazar 


the prieft, and Jofhua the fon of Nun, and the chief 


fathers of the tribes of the children of Ifrael: 


29 And Mofes faid unto them, If the children of 


Gad and the children of Reuben will pafs with you 
over Jordan, every man armed to battle, before the 
Lokb, and the land fhall be fubdued before you; 
then ye fhall give them the land of Gilead for a pof- 


feffion : 
go But if they will not pafs over with you armed, 


they fhall have poffeffions among you in the land of 


Canaan. 


31 And the children of Gad and the children of 


17 Bur we ourfelves will go ready armed, &c.] "The offer which 
they made to go in the front of the battle, and rifque their lives 
againft fuch potent enemies, without any farther advantage to 
themfelves, was an expreffion of their faith in God, and love to 
their brethren. 

33 Even the cities of the country round abcut.| We fhould obferve, that 
as thefe tribes were firft fettled before the others, fo they were 
afterwards difplaced before them, being, for their idolatry, firft 
carried captive into Affyria, 1 Céroz.v.25,26- Probably their 
early defection from the true religion, was owing to their being 
placed at fo great a diftance from the public worfhip. We fee by 
this, how Providence proportions his difpenfations by balancing 
profperity and adverfity, and fetting the one againft the other. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXII. 


This chapter points out to us, that the diftribution made to the two 
tribes and a half, of the country beyond Jordan, was the begin- 


12 Save Caleb the fon of Jephunneh the Kenezite, 



















thy fervants, fo will we do. 

32 We will pafs over armed before the Loxp into 
the land of Canaan, that the poffeffion of our inhe- 
Titance on this fide Jordan may be our’s. 

33 And Mofes gave unto them, even to the chil- 
dren of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and 
unto half the tribe of Manaffeh the fon of Jofeph, 
the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and 
the kingdom of Og king of Bafhan, the land, with 
the cities thereof in the coafts, even the cities of the 
country round about. 

34 @ And the children of Gad built Dibon, and 
Ataroth, and Aroer, 

‘ 35 And Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer, and Jogbe- 
ah, : 

36 And Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran, fenced 
cities: and folds for fheep, 

37 And the childrenof Reuben buiit Hefhbon,and 
Elealeh, and Kirjathaim. 

38 And Nebo, and Baal-meon, (their names being 
changed,) and Shibmah: and gave other names unto 
the cities which they builded. 

39 And the children of Machir the fon of Manaf- 
{ch went to Gilead, and took it, and difpoffeffed the 
Amorite which was in it. 

40 And Mofes gave Gilead unto Machir the fon 
of Manaffeh: and he dwelt therein. 

4% And fair the fon of Manaffeh went and took the 
fmall towns thereof, and calied them Havoth-jair. 

42 And Nobah went and took Kenath, and the 
villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own 
name. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


1 Tivo and forty journeys of the Tfraelites. 
Canaanites are to be deftroyed. 


50 The 


HESEare the journeys of the children of Ifrael, 
which went forth out of the land of Egypt with 
their armies under the hand of Mofes and Aaron. 

2 And Mofes wrote their goings out according to 

their journeys by the commandment of the Lorn: 
and thefe are their journeys according to their go- 
ings out. 
.'3 And they departed from Ramefes in the firft 
month: on the fifteenth day of the firft month, on 
the morrow after the paffover the children of I frac 
went out with an high hand in the fight of all the 
Egyptians. 

4 For the Egyptians buried all thedr firft-born, 
which the Lorn had fmitten among them: upon their 
gods alfo the Lorp executed judgments. 

5 And the children of Ifracl removed from Ra~ 
mefes, and‘pitched in Succoth. 

6 And they departed from Succoth, and pitched 
in Etham, which zs in the edge of the wildernefs. 

7 And they removed from Etham, and turned 
again unto Pi-hahiroth, whichzs before Baal-zephon: 
and they pitched before Migdol. 

8 And they departed from before Pihahiroth, and 
paffed through the midft of the fea into the wildernefs, 

and 


ning of the accomplifhment of the promifes God made to his peo- 
ple, to give them all that country; and alfo that God ordered 
they fhould be affiting in the reduétion of the land of Canaan, 
for their brethren who had helped them to fubdue that part of 
the country; we are here inftru€ted to aét juftly cowie, and 
affift each other, on all lawful occafions. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXKIII. 


1 Thefe are the journeys of the childsen of lfrael, &c.} Mofes was 
particularly commiffioned to preferve their hiftory for the benefit 
of pofterity ; therefore he here recapitulates the principal ftages 
of this long: journey, fetting them all before: the reader in one 
view, that all who would take pains to examine things, might be. 
fatisfied by what a train of miracles fuch a multitude of people 
were fed every day, for forty years together, in a barren and in- 


hofpitable defart. 
45 Dilen~ 


Reuben anfwered, faying, As the Loxp hath faid unto Before 


The journeys of the Traelites. 
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‘part the moft fenfibly affected by pain, this image pathetically ex- 


The journies of the Ifraelites. 
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and went three days’ journey in the wildernefs of 
Etham, and pitched in Marah. 

9 And they removed from Marah, and came unto 
Elim: and in Etim were twelve fountains of water, 
and threefcore and ten palm treés; and they pitched 
there. , 

10 ‘And they removed from Elim, and encamped 
by the Red fea. 

11 And they removed from the Red fea, and en~ 
camped in the wildernefs of Sin. 

12 And they took their journcy out of the wilder- 
nefs of Sin, and encamped in Dophkar. 

13 And they departed from Dophkar,and encamp- |} 
ed in Aluth. 

14 And they removed from Aluhh, and encamped 
at Rephidim, where was no water for the people to 
drink. ood 
15 And they departed from Rephidim, and pitched 
in the wildernefs of Sinai. - 

16 And they removed from the defert of Sinai, arid 
pitched at Kibroth-hattaavah. 

17 And they departed from Xibroth-hattaavah, 
and encamped at Hazeroth. 

18 And they departed from Hazeroth, and pitched 
in Rithmah, in a 

. 19 And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched 
at Rimmon-parez. 

20 And they departed from Rimmon-parez, and 
pitched in Libnah. 

21 Arid they removed from Libnah, and pitched 
at Riffah. - ; 

22 And they journeyed from Riffah, and pitched 
in Kehelathah. 

23 And they went from Kehelathah, and pitched 
in mount Shapher. 

24 And they removed from mount Shapher, and 
encamped in Haradah. 

25 And they removed from Haradah, and pitched 
in Makheloth. 

26 And’ they removed from Makheloth, and ch- 
camped at Tahath. 

27 And they departed from Tahath, and pitched 
at Tarah. 

28 And they removed from Tarah, and pitched 
in Mithcah. 

29 And they'went from Mithcah, and pitched in 
Hafhmonah. 

go And they departed from Hafmonah, and en- 
camped at Moferoth. 

g1 And they departed from Moferoth, and pitched 
in Bene-jaakan. : 

32 And they removed from Bene-jaakan, and en- 
camped at Hor-hagidgad. 

33 And they went from Hor-hagidgad, and pitched 
in Jotbathah. . 

34 And they removed from Jotbathah, and en- 
camped at Ebronah. 

35 And they departed from Ebronah, and en- 
camped at Ezion-gaber. 

36 And they removed from Ezion-gaber, and pitch- 
ed in the wildernefs of Zin, which zs Kadefh. 

37 And they removed from Kadefh, and pitch- 


























Edom. 

38 And Aaron the prich went up into mount Hor, 
at the commandinent of the Loxp, and died there, 
in the fortieth year after the children of Ifracl were 
come out of the land of Egypt, in the firft day of the 
rp Gfth month. 

39 And Aaron was an hundred and twenty and 
three years old when he died jn mount Hor. 

40 And king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in 
the fourth of the land of Canaan, heard of the coming 
of the children of Ifrael. 

4t And they departed from mount Hor, and pitch- 
ed in Zalmonah. 

42 And they departed from Zalmonah, and pitched 
in Punon. 

43 And they departed from Punon, and pitched 
in Oboth. 

44 And they departed from Oboth, and pitched in 
Ije-abarim, in the border of Moab. 

45 And they departed from Tim, and pitched in 
Dibon-gad. ; 

46 And they removed from Dibon-gad, and en. 
camped in Almon-diblathaim. 

47 And they removed from Almon-diblathaim, and 
‘pitched inthe mountains of Abarim before Nebo. 

48 And they departed from the mountains of Aba 
rim, and pitched in the plains of Moab by Jordan 
near Jericho. 

49 And they pitched by Jordan, from Beth-jefiméth 
nyeven unto Abel-fhittim in the plains of Moab, : 
509 And the Lorn Spake unto Mofes in. the plains 
‘of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, faying, 

§1 Speak unto the children of Hracl, and fay unto 

them, When ye are pafled over Jordan into the land 
of Canaan; 
. 52 Then ye thall drive out all the inhabitants cf 
the land from before you, and deflroy all their pic- 
tures, and deftroy all their molten images, and quite 
pluck down all their high places: z 

53 And ye fhall difpoffels the inhabirants of the 
land, and dwell therein: for I have given you the 
land to poffefs iti 

54 And ye fhall divide the land by lot for an inhe- 
ritance among your families: and to the more ye fhall 
give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye thall 
give the lefs inheritance: every man’s inheritance fhall 
be in the place where his lot falleth ; according to the 
tribes of your fathers ye fhall inherit, 

55 But ifye will not drive out the inhabitants of 
the land from before you; then it thall come to pats, 
that thofe which ye let remain of them /hall be pricks 
in your eyes, and thorns in your fides, and fhall vex 
you in the land wherein ye dwell. 

§6 Moreover it fhall come to pafs, ¢haé I fhall do 
unto you, as I thought to dounto them. 


C H A P. XXXIV. 
1 The borders of the land. 16 The names of the men 
whech fhall divide the land. 


ND the Lorn fpake unto Mofes, faying, 
2 Command the children of Ifracl,and fay unto 
them, 





preffes the grievous afflictions they fhould fuffer by thofe of th 
habitants whom they negleéted to extirpate, necording to the divine 
command. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. CSXT 
The feveral journies of the Ifraelites indicate to us, that we have 
no continuing city here, but fhould lool: for an heavenly one: 
their various changes fhew the tranfitorinels of all fublunary 
things; which fhould remind us, that peace of conicience only is 
durable, which will follow from the performance of tie divine 
commands, and that we fhould beg of God to accept of our mott 
imperfect fervices through the m=rits of Chrilt. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXXIV. 
2 Command the children of [racl, and pay untae them, &c.Jo The 
Ifraelites had firft a charge concerming the manner of tr ting the 


inhabitants, whofe country they were to poffefs; and in the next 
plas, 


45 Dibon-gad.] Thus named after the conqueft, to diftinguith it 
from Dibon, in the tribe of Reuben. 

50 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, &c.] One intention of the 
Ifraclites fojourning -fo long in the wildernefs, might be, that the 
people might forget the idols of Egypt, and be purified from their 
infeion ; and that the new generation that entered Canaan, might 
be fach as-had not known the fuperftitious pra@tices of their fathers. 

52 Pluck dowz all their high places.Ji.e. The groves and altars ere -.- 
ed in mduntains, which places they fuppofed nearer to their deities, 
than other parts of the earth. 

54 Ve feall divide the land by lor, &c.] This partition of the coun- 
try by lot, ‘was a moft -pradent contrivance ; tending to- prevent 
eficctually all difagreements among fuch obitinate people ; as the lots 
were to bear a’proportion to each tribe and family. 

Pricks six your eyes, and thorns in Jur fid's,&e ] The eye being a 
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fhe men appointed to divide the land. CHAP. XXXV. The cities and fuburbs of the Levites. 
ee ee 

Fiore them, When ye come into the land of Canaan; (thist| divide the land unto you: Eleazar the prieft, and __ Before 
ti zs the land that fhall fall unto you for an inheritance, CHRIST 


52. 


aie: Jofhua the fon of Nun. ‘ 
18 And ye fhall take one prince of every tribe, 
to divide the land by inheritance. 

1g And the names of the men are thefe: of the 
tribe of Judah, Caleb the fon cf Jephunneh. 

20 And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, 
Shemuel the fon of Ammihud. 

21 OF the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the fon of 
Chiflon. 

22 And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Dan, Bukki the fon of Jogli. 

23 The prince of the children of Jofeph, for the 
tribe of the children of Manaffch, Hanniel the fon 
of Ephod. 

24 And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Ephraim, Kemuel the fon of Shiphtan. 

25 And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Zebulun, Elizaphan the fon of Parnach. 

26 And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Iffachar, Paltiel the fon of Azzan. 

27 And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Afher, Ahihud the for of Shelomi. 

28 And the prince of the tribe of the children of 
Naphtali, Pedahel the fon of Ammihud. 

29 Thefe are they whom the Loxp commanded to 
divide the inheritance unto the children of Ifrael in 
the land of Canaan. 

C H A PRP XXKV. 

1 The Levites are to have eight and forty cities (fix of 
them to be cities of refuge) with their fuburbs Pe cer— 
tain meafure. 9g The laws of murder and man- 
flaughter. 31 No fatisfattion to be taken for either 
of them. 


even the land of Canaan with the coafts thereof ;) 

3 Then your fouth quarter fhall be from the wil- 
dernefs of Zin along by the coaft of Edom, and your 
fouth border fhall be the outmoft coaft of the falt 
fea eaftward : 

4 And your border fhall turn from the fouth to 


the afcent of Akrabbim, and pafs on to Zin: and} 


the going forth thereof fhall be from the fouth to 
Kadefh-barnea, and fhall go onto Hazar-addar, and 
pafs on to Azmon: 

5 And the border fhall fetch a compafs from Az- 
mon unto the river of Egypt, and the goings out of 
it fhall be at the fea. 

6 And as forthe weftern border, ye fhall even have 
the great fea for a border: this fhall be your weft 
border. : 

7 And this fhall be your north border: from the 
great fea ye fhall point out for you mount Hor: 

8 From mount Hor ye fhall point out your border 
unto the entrance of Hamath ; and the goings forth 
of the border fhall be to Zedad: 

g And the border fhall go on to Ziphron, and the 
goings out of it fhall be at Hazar-enan: this fhall 
be your north border: 

10 And ye fhall point out your eaft border from 


-Hazar-enan to Shepham: 


11 And the coaft fhall go down from Shepham to 
Riblah, on the eaft fide of Ain; and the border fhall 
defcend, and fhall reach unto the fide of the fea of 
Chinnereth eaftward: 


12 And the border fhall go down to Jordan, and}. 


the goings out of it fhall be at the falt fea: this 


fhall be your land with the coafts thereof round| 


about. 

13 And Mofes commanded the children of Ifrael, 
faying, This zs the land which ye fhall inherit by lot, 
which the Lorp commanded to give unto the nine 
tribes, and to the half tribe: 

14 For the tribe of the children of Reuben ac- 
cording to the houfe of their fathers, and the tribe 
of the children of Gad according to the houfe of 
their fathers, have received ther inheritance ; and 
half the tribe of Manaffeh have received their in- 


heritance: 

15 The two tribes and the half tribe have received 
their inheritance on this fide Jordan near Jericho 
caltward, toward the funrifing. 

16 @ And the I.orp fpake unto Mofes, faying, 

17 Thefe are the names of the men which fhall 


a NY 
place, the boundaries of the land were fixed and defcribed ; as well 
to afcertain where they were to ftop their conqueits, as to prevent 
incroachments, 

3 Then your fouth quarter. foal he from the wwildernefs of Ziny &e.) 
They were to terminate at the laft point of the Salt or Dead Sea, 
running by the borders of Idumea, to the moft northern part of the 
river Nile; and to the Mediterranean fea weftward, and along by 
the wildernefs of Zin, making the bounds of the river Jordan. 
Tdumea and the defarts of Arabia are the determined border of the 
land of Canaan on the fouth. Sed Ss 

4. From the fouth to the afcent of Akvabbim, &c.] i.e. Maaleh akrab- 
bim, or © the mount of fcorpions,’! 7/4. xv. 3. fo called from the 
multitude of fcorpions which abounded there. 

7 Ve faall point ont for yoru mount Hor.) This wasa long ridge of 
hills, of which one part might be called Hor, the other parts Shenir, 
Sition, Sion, Mifar; fee Deut. iii. g. and iv. 18. and Pfal xiii. 6. 
and therefore the general name is fometimes expreffed in the plural 
Hormonim, i. e. the Hormonian hills. 

g The goings out of it foall be at Hazar-enan, &c.] ise. ‘© The vil- 
lage of the fountain ;’’ viz. of Jordan, which took its rife in that 
track. : 

11 And the coaft foal go down from Shepham to Riblah]  Shephara 
and Riblah were two towns on the banks of the river Jordan; fo 
that the eaftern bounds of the land began from the head of Jordan, 
and extended along the whole courfe of the river to the Dead-fea, 
until it met with the fouth bounds in the borders of Edom. 

The fea of Chiunerth, &c.] Which is called the fea of Tiberias, 
or Galilee, in the New ‘Teftament. 

12 The goings cut of it foall be at the falt feey &e.] The caftern 
and fouthern borders met here. 

No. 15. 


: A ND the Lorp fpake unto Mofes in the plains 


of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, faying, 

2 Command the children of Ifrael, that they give 
unto the Levites of the inheritance of their poffeflion 
cities to dwell in; and ye fhall give al/o unto the Le- 
vites fuburbs for the cities round about them. 

3 And the cities fhall they have to dwell in; and 
the fuburhs of them fhall be for their cattle, and for 
their goods, and for all their beafts. 

4 And the fuburbs of the cities, which ye fhall 
give unto the Levites, /nail reach from the wall of 
the city and outward a thoufand cubits round about, 

5 And ye fhall meafure from without the city on the 
eaft fide two thoufand cubits, and on the fouth fide 
two thoufand cubits,and on the weft fide two thoufand 


cubits,and on the north fide two thoufand cubits; and 
. the 


a SS 
13 This is the land which ye foall ixberit, &c.] It appears from 
the foregoing defcription, that they were placed ina very pleafant 
country, being bounded on the fouth by lofty mountains, which 
fheltered them from the fultry air of the Arabian defarts ; on the 
weft, by the Mediterranean fea, which afforded them refrefhing 
breezes; on the north, by mount Lebanon, which kept off the colder 
blafts from that quarter; and, on the eaft, by the delightful plains 
of Jordan. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXXIV. 


Weare to remark from this chapter, that the different habitations, 
pointed out by Mofes before the Ifraelites took poffeffion of Ca- 
naan, afterwards took place juft as he had predi¢ted ; that Mofes 
teftified his obedience, and reliance on God’s faithfulnefs to his 
promife, by making known the will of God to the children of 
Ifrael ; and that God gave a clear proof of his love, by appoint- 
ing proper leaders for his people before the death of Mofes. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXV. 

2 That they give unto the Levites of the inkeritance of their poffeffion 
citics to dwell in.J  Thefe people were plentifully provided for, by 
the laws concerning tythes and offerings; but it was alfo neceflarys 
that when they came to Canaan, proper habitations fhould be ap- 
pointed for them, where they might live comfortably and ufefully. 

Suburbs, &ec.] Which mean certain {paces of ground about and 
belonging to the cities, for paftures, orchards, gardens, fhecp-honfes, 
barns, and other little rural conveniences. 

4 A thifand cubits, &e.] In the Greck tranflation, it is two 
thoufand ; which, in the next verfe, is proved to be the right read. 
ing. Two thonfand cubits is about three-fourths of a mile. Ax 
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the city /half ée in the midft: 
the fuburbs of the cities. 

6 And among the cities which ye fhall give unto 
the J evites there /hall be fix cities for refuge, which 
ye fhall appoint tor the manflayer, that he may flee 
thither: andtothem ye fhall add forty and two cities. 

So all the cities which ye fhall give to the Le- 
vites frail be forty and eight cities: them /hall ye give 
with their fuburbs. 

8 And the citics which ye fhall give /Aall de of the 
polfeffion of tie children of Hrael: from them that 
Aave many ye thall give many; but from them that have 
few ye thall give few: every one fhall give of his 
cities unto the Levites according to his inheritance 
which he inheriteth. 

g @ And the Lorp fpakeunto Moles, faying, 

10 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, and fay unto 
them, When ye be come over Jordan into the land 


of Canaan ; 


11 Then ye fhall appoint you cities to be cities of 


refuge for you; that the flayer may flee thither, which 
killeth any perfon at unawaies. 

12 And they fhall be unt> you cities for refuge 
from the avenger; that the manflayer die not, until 
he ftand before the congregation in judgment. 

13 Andof thefe citieswhich ye fhallgive, fix cities 
fhall ye have for refuge. 

14 Ye fhall give three cities on this fide Jordan, 
and three cities fhall ye give in the land of Canaan, 
which fhall be cities of refuge. 

15 hele fix cities fhall be a refuge, doth for the 
children of Ifrael, and for the ftranger, and for the 
fojourner among them: that every one that killeth 
any perfon unawares may flee thither. 

16 And if he fmite him with an inflrument of iron, 
fo that he die, he 7s a murderer: the murderer fhall 
furcly be put to death. 

17 Andit he fmite him with throwing a ftone, 
wherewith he may die,'and he die, hezs a murderer : 
the murderer fhall furely be put to death. 


18 Orzf he {mite hin with an hand weapon of 


wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he 7s a mur- 
derer: the murderer {hall furely be put to death. 

1g The revenger of blood himfelf fhall flay the 
murderer: when he mecteth him, he fhall flay him. 

2o But if he thruft him of hatred, or hurl at him 
by laying of wait, that he die; 

21 Orin enmity fmite him with his hand, that he 
die: he that fmete Azm fhall furely be put to death ; 
jor he esa murderer: the revenger ot blood fhall flay 


“the murderer, when he meeteth him. 


22 Butif he thruft him fuddenly without enmity, 
or have caft upon him any thing without laying of 
wait, 

23 Or with any fone, wherewith a man may die, 
feeing Aim not, and caft zt upon him, that he die,and 
was not his enemy, neither fought his harm. 

24 Then the congregation fhall judge between the 





6 Six cities for refuge, &c.| Thus the Levites were to have, in all, 
forty-eight cities,ver.7. out of thefe, fix were to be privileged places, 
or cities of refuge, whither any perfon, who had the misfortune to 
kill another undefignedly, might flee and take fanctuary. ‘Thefe 
afylums were very different from thofe of other nations ; they did 
not fcreen them who were guilty of wilful murder ; but fuch, accord- 


‘ing to the tenor of the fame Jaw, were to be dragged even from the 


horns ef the altar. 

16 Lfbe [mite him with an inflrument of iron, &c.] It was prefumed, 
if he affaulted a man with a weapon, he intended him a mifchief ; 
though perhaps there was no malice prepenfe, and he did it in 
anger. 

27 And the revenzer of blood find him cwitkont the borders—and—kill 
the flayer ; he foall not be guilty, &c.] Uf Chriflians, who have fled 
to Chrift for fuccour, forfake and wander from him,how can they, 
without an abfurdity, expect to be protected and faved by him! 

30 One cantuess foall not teflify again? any perfor, &c.] Undoubted- 
ly there fhould be two; forthe witnefs who affirms, and the accufed 
who denies, make an equal balance ; a third, therefore, is neceflarily 
required, to incline the feale. 
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25 And the congregation fhall deliver the Nayer 
out of the hand of the revengcr of blood, and ‘the 
congregation fhall reftore him to the city of his re- 
fuge, whither he was fled: and he fhail abide in it 
unto the death of the high prieft, which was anointed 
with the holy oil. 

26 But if the flayer fhall at any time come without 


the borderof the city ofhis refuge,whither he was flcd; 


27 And the revenger of blood find him without the 
borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of 
blood kill the flayer; he fhall not be guilty of blood: 

28 Becaufe he fhould have remained in the city of 
his refuge until the death of the high prieft : but after 


the death of the high prieft the flayer fhall return 
into the land of his poffeffion. 


29 So thefe things fhall be for a ftatute of judg- 


ment unto you throughout your generations in all 
your dwellings. 


30 Whofo killeth any perfon,the murderer fhal! be 


put to death by the mouth of witneffes : but one wit- 
nefs fhall not teftify againft any perfon to caufe him 
to die. 


31 § Moreover ye fhall take no fatisfa€tion for the 


life of a murderer, which zs guilty of death : but he 
fhall be furely put to death. 


32 And ye fhall take no fatisfa€tion for him that is 


fled to the city of his refuge, that he fhould come a- 
gain to dwell in the land, until the death of the pricft. 


33 So ye fhall not pollute the land wherein ye are: 


for blood it defileth the land: and the land cannat 
be cleanfed of the blood that is fhed therein, but by 
the blood of him that fhed it. 


34 Defile not thercfore the land which ye fhall in. 


habit, wherein I dwell: for I the Lorn dwell among 
the children of Ifrael. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 

1 The inconvenience of the inheritance of daughters és 
fet forth. 5 Itis remedicd by their being reftrained to 
marry in their own tribes. 10 The daughters of Ze- 
lophchad are married to their father’s brothers’ fons. 

ND the chief fathers of the families of the chil- 
dren of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the fon of 

Manaffch, of the families of the fons of Jofeph, came 


near, and {pake before Mofes, and before the princes, 
the chief fathers of the children of Ifrael : 


2 And they faid, The Lory commanded my lord 


to give the Jand for an inheritance by lot to the chil- 
dren of Hfrael : and my lord was commanded by the 


Lorp to give the inheritance of Zelopbehad our 


brother unto his daughters. 


3 And ifthey be married to any of the fons of the 


other tribes of the children of Ifrael, then fhall their 
inberitance be taken from the inheritance of our fa- 
thers, and fhall be put to the inheritance of the tribe 
whereunto they are received: fo fhall it be taken 
from the fot of our inheritance. 


4 And 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXKV. 


The habitations for the Levites teach us to provide for thofe who 


minifter in holy things; and the laws about murderers denote the 

heinoufnefs of the crime, the curfe and punifhment entailed upon 

it; and the extreme horror even the thought, and efpecially what- 
ever may Jead tothe crime, fhould affect us with. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI. 

1 The chief fathers of the families, &c.| The portion that had 
been given to the daughters of Zclophehad, and the laws which or- 
dered the eftates of thofe who died without iffue male, fhould de- 
fcend to their daughters, gave the elders of Ifrael fome reafon to 
fear, that by thefe heireffes marrying into different tribes, the parts 
allotted to each would be confounded; as thefe eftates would of 
courfe be alienated from their own tribe, and incorporated into ano- 
ther by the rights of their hufbands ; nor would the year of jubile 
reétify this inconven* .ce, fince thefe inheritances would, by the 
common right of marriage, defcend, at the jubile, to the heirs of 
thofe women who married in another tribe. Thefe ‘confiderations 
induced them to prefent a petition to Mofes, todefice him by a 
particular Jaw to prevent this inconvenience. ed 
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No fatisfachion for the life of a murderer, 


this thall be to them fgflaver and the revenger of blood according to thcfe | Beture 
judgments : se 
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4 And when the jubile of the children of Ifracl 
fhall be, then fiiall their inheritance be put unto the 
inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are receiv- 
ed: fo fhall their inheritance be taken away from the 
inheritance of the tribe of our fathers. 

5 2 And Mofes commanded the children of Ifrael 
according to the word of the Lorn, faying, The tribe 
of the fons of Jofeph hath faid well. 

6 Thiszs the thing which the Lorp doth command 
concerning the daughters of Zelophehad,faying, Let 
them marry to whom they think beft; only to the fa- 
mily of the tribe of their father fhall they marry. 

7 So thall not the inheritance of the children of 
Ifrael remove from tribe to tribe: for every one of 
the children of Ifrae] fhall keep himfelf to the inhe- 
ritance of the tribe of his fathers. 

8 And every daughter, that poffe Meth an inheri- 
tance in any tribe of the children of Ifrael, fhall be 
wife unto one of the family of the tribe of her father, 





6 Lee chem marry to wwhon they think lif, &c.] Notwithftanding they 
were not to marry to thofe of another tribe or family, but in their 
own tribe. This was enjoined to preferve order in the commonwealth; 
and particularly to prevent the mixture of the tribe of Judah (from 
which che Meffiah was to defcend) with other ttibes. 

8 Bisy, dueughter that GUL :b an inheritance, &ce.] The heireffes 
were to obferve what is here commanded: but thofe who had no in- 
heritance, might marry into what tribe they pleafed. 

12 Licy wre marred mts the families, &e.} This is in the Hebrew, 
‘To fome who were of the families; that is, into’ one of the families 
of Manafleh, from whom feveral tamilies defcended ; for they did 
not marry promifcuoufly, but into their father’s family, viz. that of 
Hepher. 













iftbat the children of Ifracl may enjoy every man the 
iinhcritance of his fathers, 

9 Neither fhall the inheritance remove from one 
tribe to another tribe; but every one of the tribes 
ofthe children of Ifrael thall keep himfelf to his 
own inheritance. 

10 Z Even as the Lox» commanded Mofes, fo did 
the daughters of Zelophehad : 

11 For Mablah, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, 
and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were mar- 
ried unto their father’s brother’s fons. 

12 «Ind they were marricd into the families of the 
fons of Manaffeh the fon of Jofeph, and their in- 
heritance remained in the tribe of the family of their 
father. 

13 Thefe are the commandments and the judg- 
ments, which the Lorp commanded by the hand of 
Mofes unto the children of Ifrael in the plains of 
Moab by Jordan near Jericho. 


rc DADS SS 


13 Thee are the commandments and the Judginents, &C.] Weareto 
underftand by ‘* commandments,” in this place, the precepts relar- 
ing tothe worlhip of God, and by ‘ judgments,” the laws of civil 
polity. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox» CHAP. XXXVI. 
In what concerns private property, we are hereby taught to a@ with 

judgment, prudence and difcretion, if we expeé the divine blef- 
fing. <s the people confulted Motes in difficult cafes, let us learn 
to tuek advice from God in prayer, relying on the divine promife 
for affilance; and that to be regular in our conduét, will make us 
in fome meafure refemble the bleffed above, where all is harmony, 
order, peace, and love. 
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This book is called from the Greek, Deuteronomy, which fignifies a fecond law, being 


GUMENT. 


a recapitulation of the feve~ 


ral laws already delivered. Thofe Ifraelites, to whom the law was firfi given in the wildernefs, being dead; ‘a re- 
petition of tt feemed neceffary to this new generation of men. There are contained feveral additional laws, explica— 


tions, and enlargements, enforced by the frongeft and moft pathetic motives to obedience, taking 


af one month. 


up about the foace 


eer 


CHAP. I. 


1 Mofes’ fpeech at the end of the fortieth year, 6 in which 


he rehearfeth the ftory of God’s fending Ifrael from 
Horeh to go and poffefs the promifed land, 9 of giving 
them officers,19 of paffing through the wildernefs to 
Kadefh, 22 of fending the fpies to fearch the-land, 34 
and of God’s anger for their incredulity, €c. 


2 lee ay: be the words which Mofes fpake unto 
all Ifrael on this fide Jordan in the wilder- 
nefs, in the plain over againft the Red fea, between 
Paran, and Tophel, and Laban, and Hazeroth, and 


Dizahab. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. L 


1 Thefe be the words, &c.] All the paffages and fpeeches of this 
book were comprehended in the {pace of a month.. It begins on the 
firft day of the eleventh month, and on the firft day of the twelfth 
month Mofesis fuppofed to have died. 

On thisfide Fordan} i. € on the eaft, where they are encamped at 
this time. 


2 (There are eleven days’ journey from Horeb by 
the way of mount Seir unto Kadefh-barnea.) 

3 And it came to pafs in the fortieth year, in the 
eleventh month, on the firft day of the month, that 
Mofes {pake unto the children of Ifrael, according 
unto all that the Lorp had given him in command- 
ment unto them; 

4 After he had flain Sihon the king ofthe Amor- 
ites, which dwelt in Hefhbon, and Og the king of 
Bafhan, which dwelt in Aftaroth in Edrei: © 

5 On this fide Jordan, in the land of Moab, began 
Mofes to declare this law, faying, 

61 The 





Oveceragainft the Red fea, &c.| Several interpreters explain it not of 
the fea Zuph, (the Red or Arabian fea) but rather of fome flaggy 
place on the banks of the river Jordan; or elfe on the fides of the 
Dead fea, towards the wildernefs of Arabia. ; a 

2 There are eleven days journey, &C.} The infertion of this is to 
fhew, that it was the will and pleafure of the Almighty, that what 
might have been effefted in eleven days, the Ifraelites fhould net ac- 
complifh in lefs than thirty and eight years. ey 
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ens. 6 | The Lorp our God {pake unto us in Ho- 
ast. Feb, faying, Ye have dwelt long enough in this 


mount: 

7 Turn you, and take your journey, and go to the 
mount of the Amorites, and unto all the places nigh 
thereunto, in the plain, in the hills, and in the vale, 
and in the fouth, and by the fea fide, to the land of 
the Canaanites, and unto Lebanon, unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates. 

8 Behold, I have fet the land before you: go in 
and poffefs the land which the Lorp fware unto your 
fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, to give unto 
them and to their feed after them. 

9 @And I fpake unto you at that time, faying, I 
am not able to bear you myfelf alone: 

10 The Loxp your God hath multiplied you, and, 
behold, ye are this day as the ftars of heaven for 
multitude. 

11 (The Lorn God of your fathers make you a 
thoufand times fo many more as ye arc, and blefs 
you, as he hath promifed you !) 

12 Howcan I myfelf alone bear your cumbrance, 
and your burden, and your ftrile ? 

1g Take you wife men, and underfanding, and 
known among your tribes, and I will make them ru- 
lers over you, 

14 And ye anfwered me, and faid, The thing 
which thou haft fpoken és good for us to do. 

15 So I took the chief of your tribes, wife men, 
and known, and made them heads over you, captains 
over thoufands, and captains over hundreds, and 
captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and of- 
ficers among your tribes. 

16 And I charged your judges at that time, faving, 
Fear the caufes between your brethren, and judge 
righteoufly between every man and his brother, and 
the ftranger ¢haé zs with him. 

17 Ye fhall not refpe& perfons in judgment; dut 
ye fhall hear the fmall as well as the great; ye fhall 
not be afraid of the face of man; for the judgment 
2s God’s: and the caufe that is too hard for you, 
bring zé unto me, and [ will hear it. 

18 And I commanded you at that time all the things 
which ye fhould do. 

19 | And when we departed from Horcb, we went 
through all that great and terrible wildernefs, which 
y@ faw by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, 
as the Lorp our God commanded us; and we came 
to Kadeth-barnea, , : 

zo And I faid unto you, Ye are come unto the 
mountains of the Amorites, which the Lorp our 
God doth give unto us. 

21 Behold, the Loxp thy God hath fet the land 
before thee: go up and poflefs zt, as the Lorn God 
of thy fathers hath faid unto thee; fear not, neither 
be difcouraged. 

22 4 And ye came near unto me every one of 
you, and faid, We will fend men before us, and they 
fhall fearch us out the land, and bring us word 
again by what way we muft go up, and into what 
cities we fhall come. 

23 And the faying pleafed me well; and I took 
twelve men of you, one ofa tribe: 

24 And they turned and went up into the moun- 
tain, and came into the valley of Efhcol, and fearched 
it out. 

25 And they took of the fruit of the land in their 
hands, and brought zt down unto us, and brought us 


6 In Horeh, &c.} Ie would have been better if this paffage had 
been tranflated by or near Horeb ; for God did not deliver his ora- 
cle from the mountain, but from the tabernacle. 

34 The thing which thou baft poker is gord Jor us to do.) He men- 
tions this not to court their applaufe, but to aggravate the fin of 
their mutinies after this, to thew them, that the government they 
quarrelled with was what they themfclves had confented to. 

17 The judgment is God's, &.] i.e. They were God's minifters, 
and aéted by his authority; and therefore ought to give judgment 
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Mofes rehearfeth the fiory of DEUTERONOMY. Ifracl’s paffage thro’ the wildernes, 


word again, and faid, /¢ 7s a good land which the _Belore 
Loxp our God doth give unto us. fee 
26 Notwithitandingyewouldnotgoup, butrebelled ~~" 
againft the commandment of the Lory your God: 
27 And ye murmured in your tents, and faid, Be- 
caufe the Lorn hated us, he hath brought us forth 
out of the land of Egypt, to deliver us into the hands 
of the Amorites, to deftroy us. 
28 Whither fhall we go up? our brethren have 
difcouraged our heart, faying, The people is greater 
and taller than we; the cities are great and walled 
up to heaven; and moreover we have feen the fons 
of the Anakims there. 
29. Then I faid unto you, Dread not, neither be 
afraid of them. 
30 The Lorp your God which goeth before you, 
he fhall fight for you, according to all that he did 
for you in Egypt before your eyes; 
31 And in the wildernefs, where thou haft feen 
how that the Lorn thy God bare thee, as a man doth 
bear his fon, in all the way that ye went, until ye 
came into this place. ; 
32 Yet in this thing ye did not believe the Lory 


your God, 


33 Who went in the way before you, to fearch 
you outa place to pitch your tents zz, in fire by 
night, to fhew you by what way ye fhould go, and 
in‘a cloud by day. 

24 And the Lorn heard the voice of your words, 
and was wroth, and fware, faying, 

35 Surely there fhall not one of thefe men of this 
evil generation fee that good land, which I fware to 
give unto your fathers, 

36 Save Caleb the fon of Jephunneh; he fhall 
fee it, and to him will I give the land that he hath 
trodden upon, and to his children, becaufe he hath 
wholly followed the Lorn. 

37 Alfo the Lorn was angry with me for your 
fakes, faying, Thou alfo fhalt not go in thither. 

38 But Jofhua the fon of Nun, which ftandeth be. 
fore thee, he fhall go in thither: encourage him: 


‘for he fhall caufe Hrael to inherit it. 


39Moreover your little ones which ye faid fhould 
be a prey, and your children, which in that day had 
no knowledge between good and evil, they fhall go 
in thither, and unto them will I give it, ‘and they 


fhall poffefs it. 


40 But as for you, turn you, and take your journey 
into the wildernefs by the way of the Red fea. 

41 Then ye anfwered and faid unto me, We have 
finned againft the Lonb, we will go up and fight, ac- 
cording to all that the Lorp our God commanded 
us. And when ye had girded on every man his wea- 
pons of war, ye were ready to go up into the hill. 

42 And the Lorp faid unto me, Say unto them, 
Go not up, neither fight; for I am not among you; 
left ye be finitten before your enemies. 

43 SoI fpake unto you; and ye would not hear, 
but rebelled againft the commandment of the Lorn, 
and went prefumptuoully up into the hill. 

44 And the Amorites, which dwelt in that moun- 
tain, came out againft you, and chafed you, as bees 
do, and deftroyed you in Seir, even unto Hormah. 

45 And ye returned and wept before the Lonn; 
but the Lorp would not hearken to your voice, nor 
give ear unto you. 

46 So ye abode in Kadefh many days, according 
unto the days that ye abode there. 

C HA P. 


2 A a A ee Ry a 
with perfect equity, refolurion, and impartiality, as being account- 
able to-him. 

28 Walled up to heaven, &c.] This is an hyperbolical expreifor, 
implying no more than thar the walls were exceedingly lofty. 

1 Ye anfwwered aud faid unto me, We have finned againft the Lor2, 
&c.] God, by Mofes, forbad the attempt, and “yer they wert 
prefumptuoully up to the hill,” and, as if governed by a fpirit of 
contradi@ion, aéted now in contempt of the threatening, as they 
had before a&ted in contempt of the premife. 
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‘ The Edomites, Moabites, and CHAP. II. Ammonites, not to be molefied. 
‘+ Before CHAP. It. 17 That the Lorp fpake unto me, faying, Bete 
cHRIST » The flory is continued, Jetting forth that they were not 18 Thou art to pafs over through Ar, the coaft Of ar. 


ae to meddle with the Edomites, g nor with the Moabites, 


16 nor with the Ammonites: 24 but Sihon the Amorite 

was given up to be fubdued by them. 

Oe we turned, and took our journey into the 

wildernefs by the way of the Red fea, asthe Lorp 
{pake unto me: and we compaffed mount Seir many 
days. 

2 And the Lorp fpake unto me, faying, 

3 Ye have compaffed this mountain long enough: 
turn you northward. 

4 And command thou the people, faying, Ye are to 
pais through the coatt of your brethren the children of 
Efau, which dwell in Seir; and they fhall be afraid of 
you: take ye good heed untoyourfelves therefore: 

5 Meddie not with them; for I will net give you of 
their land, no, not fomuch as a foot breadth ; becaufe 
I have given mount Seir unto Efau fora poffeffion. 

6 Ye fhall buy meat of them for money, that ye 
may eat; and ye fhall alfo buy water of them for 
money, that ye may drink. 

7 Yor the Lorp thy God hath bleffed thee in allthe 
works of thy hand: he knoweth thy walking through 
this great wildernefs: thefe forty years the Lorp thy 
God hath #een with thee; thou haft lacked nothing. 

8 And when we paffed by from our brethren the 
children of Efau, which dwelt in Seir, through the 
way of the plain from Elath, and from Ezion-gaber, 
we turned and paffed by the way of the wildernels 
of Moab. 

g 4 And the Lorn faid unto me, Diftrefs not the 


Moabites, neither contend with them in battle: for 1} 
will not give theeof thcirland fora poffeffion; becaufe } 


I have given Ar untothe children of Lot for a pof- 
feffion. 


10 The Emims dwelt therein in times paft; a peo-} 


’ ple great, and many, and tall, asthe Anakims ; 

11 Which alfo were accounted giants, as the Ana- 
kims; but the Moabites call them Emims. 

12 The Horims alfo dwelt in Seir beforetime ; but 
the children of Efau fucceeded them, when they had 
deftroyed them from before them, and dweltin their 
ftead; as Ifrael did unto the land of his poffeffion, 
which the Lorp gave unto them. 

13 Now rife up, faid J,and get you overthe brook 
Zered. And we went over the brook Zered. 

14 And the fpace in which we came from Kadefh- 
barnea, until we were come over the brook Zered, 
was thirty and eight years; until all the generation of 
the men of war were wafted out from among the hoft, 
as the Lorn {ware unto them. 

15 For indeed the hand of the Lorp was againft 
them, to deftroy them from among the hoft, until 
they were confumed. 

16 Z So it came to pafs, when all the men of war 
were confumed and dead from among the people, 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. I. 

The author of the epiflle to the Hebrews fhews us the ufe we ought 
to make of this hiftory, when he tells us, that as the murmurings 
and rebellions of the Ifraelites was the reafon why they did noz 
enter into the land of Canaan; fo we fhould take care that we be 
not excluded by our unbelief and difobedience to the gofpel, from 
the heavenly Canaan. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. If. 

a Lhen cee tured, &c.] They turned from the borders of Canaan 
to go fouthward. Mofes preferves not the record of any thing that 
happencd during that tedious march back to the Red fea;_ but pufl- 
eth it over in filence, as a dark time, and makes his narrative imme- 
diately begin again when they faced about towards Canaan. 

§ Medal not with them, &c.} God, before he broughe Ifrael to 
dettroy their enemies in Canaan, thus taught them to forgive their 
enemies in Edom. 

6 Buy water, &c-] No doubt this implies the buying of wells 
ready digged. 

9 f have given Ar, &c.] Ar was the name of the chief city of the 
Moabites ; but here it implies the whole country. 

Unto the children of Let, &¢.] Thus God out of remembrance of 

No. 15. } 






















Moab, this day : 

1g And when thou comeft nigh over againft the 
children of Ammon, diftrefs them not, nor meddle 
with them: for I will not give thee of the land of the 
children of Ammon any poffefions; becaufe I have 
given itunto the chil!ren of Lot for a poffeffion. 

20 (That alfo was accounted a land of giants: gi- 
ants dwelt therein in old time; and the Ammonites 
callthem Zamzummims; 

21 A people great, and many,and tall, as the Ana- 
kims; butthe Lorp deftroyed them before them; and 
they fucceeded them, and dwelt in their ftead : 

22 Ashe did to the children of Efau, which dwelt 
in Seir, when he deftroyed the Horims from before 
them; and ‘they fucceeded them, and dwelt in their 
ftead even unto this day: 

23 And the Avims which dwelt in Hazerim, cven 
unto Azzah,the Caphtorims, which came forth out of 
Caphtor, deftroyed them, and dwelt in their ftead.) 

24 U Rife ye up, take your journey, and pafs over 
the river Arnon: behold, I have given into thine 
hand Sihon the Amorite, king of Hefhbon, and his 
land: begin to poffefs it, and contend with him in 
batile. 

25 This day willl begin to put the dread of thee 
and the fear of thee upon the nations ¢hat are under 
the whole heaven, who fhall hear report of thee, and 
fhall tremble, and be in anguifh becaufe of thee. 

26 And I fent meffengers out of the wildernefs of 
Kedemoth unto Sihon king of Hefhbon with words 
of peace, faying, : 

27 Let me pafs through thy land: I will go along 
by the high way, I will neither turn unto the right 
hand nor tothe left. 

28 Thou fhalt fell me meat for money, that I may 
eat; and give me water for money, that I may drink: 
only I will pafs through on my feet ; 

zg (As the children of Efau which dwelt in Seir, 
and the Moabites which dwell in Ar, did unto me;} 
until I fhall pafs over’ Jordan.into the land which the 
Lorp our God giveth us. 

30 But Sihon king of Hefhbon would not let us 
pafs by him: for the Loxy thy God hardened his 
fpirit, and made his heart obftinate, that he might 
deliver hitn into thy hand, as appeareth this day. 

31 And the Lorp faid unto me, Behold, I have 
begun to give Sihon and his land before thee: begin 


‘to poffefs, that thou mayeft inherit his land. 


g2 Then Sihon came out againft us, he and all his 
people, to fight at Jahaz. 

33 Andthe Loxp our God delivered him before 
us; and we {mote him, and his fons, and all his people. 

34 And we took all his cities at that time, and ut- 
terly deftroyed the men, and the women, and the little 
ones, of every city, we Icft none to remain : 


35 Only 





the righteoufnefs of his fervant Lot, is propitious to the Moabites, 
who were his pofterity. 

10 Ihe Emim, &c.) The original word fignifies ‘* terrible ;” and 
was probably given them by the Moabites, from their being re- 
markahly terrible to their neighbours. 

12 The Horim: olf dwelt in Sciry &c.] In this part of the hiftory 
the Ifraelites are encouraged not to far their ftouteft enemics, bur 
rather to hope, that if the providence of God had done thus much 
for the Moabites and Edomites, he would do much more for them. 

13 The brok Zered, &C.] i.e. A bourn, ora valley, with 2 river 
running through it. : 

20 Lamzxmmims.| Who are fuppofed to be the {ame asthofe called 
Zuzims, Gen. xiv. §. and the name fignifies ** vile” or “* wicked.” 

23 And the Azimsy &e.| The ancient inhabitants of the country, of 
which the Philiftines afterwards poffefled themfelves. 

The Caphtorims, &c.| They were a people joined both in kindred 
and habitation with the Philiftines. See Gev. x. 1.4. Amos ix. 7. 

30 The Lord thy God hardened his /pirit, &.} i. ce. God gave him 
over to his own inflexible humour, and fuffered his heart to be hars 
dened : for he, denying their requeft, drew upon himfelf their re- 
fentment, provoked the war, and was the occafion of his own de- 


ftruStion. 
3c GENERAL 


The conqueft of Og, and his land. 


DEUTERONOMY. 


Mofes’ prayer rejected, 
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35 Only the cattle we took for a prey unto our- 
felves, and the f{poil of the cities which we took. 

36 From Aroer, which 2s by the brink of the river 
of Arnon, and from the city that zs by the river, even 
unto Gilead, there was not one city too ftrong for 
us:the Lorn our God delivered all unto us: 

37 Only unto the land of the children of Ammon 
thou cameftnot, nor unto any place of the river Jab- 
bok, nor unto the cities in the mountains, nor unto 
whatfoever the Lorp our God forbad us. 

C H A P. Ill. 

1 The fory of the conqueft of Og king of Bafhan ; the fize 
of hus bed; 12 the diftribution of the conquered lands to 
the two tribes and half; 18 the charge given to thefe 
by Mofes, 21 and his exhortation to Fofhua; 23 his 
prayer that he might enter into the land, which ts not 
accepted ; but he es permitted to fee the land. 

WEN we turncd, and went up the way to Ba- 
fhan: and Og the king of Bafhan came out 
againft us, he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. 

2 And the Loxp faid unto me, Fear him not: for 
I will deliver him, and all his people, and his land, 
into thy hand; and thou fhalt do unto him as thou 
didft unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt 
at Hefhbon. 

3 Sothe Lorn our God dclivered into our hands 
Og alfo, the king of Bafhan, and all his people: and 
we {mote him until none was left to him remaining. 

4 And we took all his cities at that time, there was 
nota city which we took not from them, threefcore 
cities, all the region gf Argob, the kingdom of Og 
in Bafhan. ; 

Allthefe cities were fenced with high walls,gates, 
and bars; befide unwalled towns a great many. 

6 And we utterly deftroyed them, as we did unto 
Sihon king of Hefhbon, utterly deftroying the men, 
women, and children, of every city. : 

7 But all the cattle, and the fpoil of the cities, we 
took for a prey to ourfelves. 

8 And we took at that time out of the hand of the 
two kings of the Amorites the land that was on this 
fide Jordan, from the river of Arnon unto mount 
Hermon ; 

9 (Which Hermon the Sidonians call 
the Amorites call it Shenir ;) 

10 All the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and 
all Bafhan, unto Salchah and Edrei, cities of the 
kingdom of Og in Bafhan. os 

11 For only Og- king of Bafhan remained of the 
remnant of giants; behold, his bedftcad was a bed~- 
ftead of iron; zs it not in Rabbath of the children of 
Ammon? nine cubits was the length thereof, and four 
cubits the breadth of it, after the cubit ofa man. 

12 @ And this land, which we pofleffed at that time, 
from Aroer, which zs by the river Arnon, and half 
mount Gilead, and the cities thereof, gave I unto the 
Reubenites and to the Gadites. 


a a a 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. If. 


Weare taught from this chapter, by the proceedings of the Edom- 
ites, never to mjure others, efpecially thofe of our own kindred. 
By the Ifraelites being forbidden to do any harm tathe Edomites, 
Moabites, and Ammonites, we may obferve the care God took 
of thofe people for the fake of the patriarchs their progenitors ; 
and that we ought not to revenge ourfelves, nor deprive others of 
what God has given them. ‘rhe fubduing the country of the 
Amorites by the affiftance of God, and his promifes thereby be- 
ginning to be accomplithed, was an earneft that God would pune 
them into the poffefion of the whole country. Let us, therefore, 
by faith in God's promifes, look for the heavenly Canaan above. 


Sirion; and 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. III. 


9 Which Hermon the Sidonians call, 8.4 It is obfervable that this 
mountaia had five names, Hermon, Sirion, Shenir, Sion, and Hor; 
fome o- which Mofes here enumerates that the Ifraelites, who were 
to confider this mountain as the northern boundary, might not be 
mifled by this diverfity of appeNations. , 

11 Of the renzati +f giants, The word we render giants, is in the 


Hebrew rephain ; fee Gen. xiv. 5. 
A 



















13 And the relt of Gilead, and all Bafhan, beznz7 Be! 
the kingdom of Og, gave 1 unto the half tribe of “ANS? 
Manaffch ; all the region of Argob, with all Bafhan, ~” 
which wae called the Jand of giants. 

14 Jair the fon of Manafich took all the country 
of Argob unto the coafts of Gefhuri and Maachathi; 
and called them after his own name, Bafhan-havoth- 
jair, unto this day. 

15 AndI gave Gilead unto Machir. 

16 And unto the Reubenites and unto the Gadites 
I gave from Gilead even unto the river Arnon half 
the valley, and the border even unto the river Jab- 
bok, which 7s the border of the children of Amnion ; 

17 The plain allo, and Jordan, and the coali 
thereof, from Chinnereth evenunto the fea ofthe plain, 
even the falt fea, under A fhdoth-pifgab caftward, 

18 Z And I commanded you at that time, faying, 
The Lor your God hath given you the land to pof- 
fefsit: ye fhall pafs over armed before vour brethren 
the children of Ifraei, all hat are mect for the war, 

19 But your wives, and your little ones, and your 
cattle, (for I know that ye have much cattle,) ‘Thal 
abidein your cities which I have given you; 

20 Until the Lorn have given reft unto your bre- 
thren, as wellas unto you, and uatil they alfo poffels 
the land which the Lorp your God hath given them 
beyond Jordan: and then fhall ye return every man 
unto his poffeffion, which I have given you. * 

21 J And Icommanded Joufhuaat that time, fay- 
ing, Thine eyes have fecn all that the Loxrp yourGod 
hath done unto thefe two kings: fo fhall the Lorn 
do unto all the kingdoms whither thou paffelt. 

22 Ye fhall not fear them: for the Lorp your God 
he fhall fight for you. 

_ 239 And I befought the Lorn at that time, fay- 
ing, 

24 O Lorp God, thou haft begun to fhew thy fer- 
vant thy greatnefs, and thy mighty hand: for what 
God zs there in heaven or in earth, that can do ac- 
cording to thy works, and according to thy might? 

25 I pray thee, Ict me go over, and fee the good 
land that zs beyond Jordan, that goodly mountain, 
and Lebanon. 

26 But the Lorp was wroth with me for your 
fakes, and would not hear me: and the Lorp faid 
unto me, Let it fuffice thee; fpeak no more unto m 
of this matter. 

27 Get thee up into the top of Pifgah, and lift up 
thine eyes weftward, and northward, and fouthward, 
and eaftward, and behold z¢ with thine eyes: for thou 
fhalt not go over this Jordan. 

28 But charge Jofhua, and encourage him, and 
ftrengthen him: fer he fhall go over before this peo- 
ple,and he fhatl caufe them to inherit the land which 
thou fhalt fee. 

29 So we abode in the valley over againft Beth- 


peor. : 
CHAP. 





A bedfiead of irvr] We find bedfteads of iron were not uncommon 
in ancient days, though of much Jater date. When the Thebans 
took Platz, they made bediteads of the brafs and iron they found 
there. 

Ls it nat in Rabbatk, &c.] As a monument of his extraordinary 
ftature, his bedftead was preferved Ly the Ammonites, and fhewed 
as a curiofity in their chief city. 

Nine cubits, &c.] From this it appears, that Og was fix cubits 
high, reckoning the beditead to have been made, according to the 
common cuftom, a third part larger than the perfon who lay in it; 
confequently he was ten feer and an half of our meafure in height, 
or twice as tall as an ordinary man. 

14. Bofhan-havuth-jair, &c.] i. ¢. Bafhan, the towns of Jair. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IIL 


What is moft remarkable in this chapter, is, the earneft requeft of 
‘Mofes, that he might go into the land of Canaan, and God's re- 
fufing him that fayour. This is a leffon to us, that God does not 
always hears thofe prayers which concern temporal affairs ; and 
that though he pardons thofe whom he loves, he neverthelefs thinks 
fit fometimes to punifh them in this life, for certain fins which 


they have committed. David was a notableinftance of this 
EXPLANATORY 
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CHRIST 


An exhortation to obedience. 


C.F AP: 


IV. A diffuafive againft zdolatry. 
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CHAP. Iv. 


451° 1 An exhortation to obedience from God's paft dealings ; 
15 and a particular diffuafive againft idelatry, 2 
and folemn admonition of the ill confequences of dif- 
obedience, and of the happy confequences of returning 
to God. 32 The efpecial regard fhewn to the Ifrael- 
ites in God’s wonderful dealings with them. 41 Mofes 
appointeth the three cities of refuge on the eaft fide of 
jordan. 44 Recapitulation. 
OW thercfore hearken, O Ifrael, unto the fta- 
tutes and unto the judgments, which I teach 
you, for to do éhem, that ye may live, and go in and 
poffefs the land which the Lory God of your fa- 
thers giveth you. 

2 Ye fhall not add unto the word which I com- 
mand you, neither fhall ye diminihh aught from it, 
that ye may keep the commandments of the Loxp 
your God which I command you. 

3 Your eyes have feen what the Lorp did becaufe 
of Baal-peor: for all the men that followed Baal-peor, 
the Lorp thy God hath deftroyed them from among 
you. 

“4 But ye that did cleave unto the Lorp your God 
are alive every one of you this day. 

5 Behold, I have taught you ftatutes and judg- 
ments, even as the Lorp my God commanded me, 
that ye fhould do fo in the land whither ye go to 
poffefs it. 

6 Keep therefore and do them; for this zs your 
wifdom and your underftanding in the fight of the 
nations, which fhall hear all thefe ftatutes, and fay, 


Surely this great nation zs a wife and underftanding 4 


people. 


7 For what nation is there fo great, who hath God 


Jo nigh unto them, as the Lorb our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for ? : 

8 And what nation is there fo great, that hath fta- 
tutes and judgments fo righteous as all this law, which 
I fet before you this day? 

Only take heed to thyfelf, and keep thy foul: 
diligently, left thou forget the things which thine 
eyes have feen, and left they depart from thy heart 
all the days of thy life: but teach them thy fons, 
and thy fons’ fons; 

10 Specially the day that thou ftoodeft before the 
Lorp thy God in Horeb, when the Lorn faid unto 
me, Gather me the people together, and I will make 
them hear my words, that they may learn to fear me 
all the days that they fhall live upon the earth, and 
that they may teach their children. 

11 And ye came nearand ftood underthe mountain; 
and the mountain burned with fire unto the midft of 
heaven, with darknefs, clouds, and thick darknefs. 

12 And the Lorp fpake unto you out of the midft 
of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but faw 
no fimilitude; only ye heard a voice. 

13 And he declared unto you his covenant, which 
he commanded you to perform, even ten command- 
ments; and he wrote them upon two tables of ftone. 

14 And the Lorp commanded me at that time to 
teach you ftatutes and judgments, that ye might do 
them in the land whither ye go over to poffefs it. 

15 4 Take ye therefore good heed unto ‘your- 
felves; for ye faw no manner of fimilitude on the day 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


1 Noa therefire hrarhex, &.| Here Mofes exhorts them, in the 
moft ferious and affeCtionate manner, as they were about to enter 
into and poflefs the promifed land, to be punétually obedient to the 
laws of God, and cautious of offending him, for fear of incurring 
his difpleafure- 

2 Ye fball not add—neither fall ye diminifh, &c.] Ve fhall neither 
add to the law which J have given you, any heathenifh faperttition, 
or modes of worfhip, of your own invention ; nor thall you wilfully 
omit any plain duty which ic requires. 

9 Who hath God fo nigh them, Se. 


For the Tews 


were the only j 






















that the Lorp fpake unto you in Horeb out of the _Before 
midtt of the fire: mere ons 

16 Left ye corrupt yourfelves, and make you a : 
graven image, the fimilitude of any figure, the like- 
nefs of male or female, 

17 The likenefs of any beaft that zs on the earth, 
the likenefs of any winged fowl that flieth in the air, 

18 The likenefs of any thing that creepeth on the 
ground, the likenefs of any fifh that és in the waters 
beneath the earth: 

19 And left thou lift up thine eyes unto heaven, 


and when thou feelt the fun, and the moon, and the 


ftars, cuen all the holt of hcaven, fhouldeft be driven 
to worfhip them, and ferve them, which the Lorp 
thy God hath divided unto all nations under the 
whole heaven. 

20 But the Lorp hath taken you, and brought 
you forth out of the iron furnace, even out of Egypt, 
o be unto him a people of inheritance, as ye are this 

ay. 

21 Furthermore the Lorp was angry with me for 
your fakes, and fware that I fhould not go over Jor- 
dan, and that I fhould not go in unto that good 
land, which the Lorp thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance: 

22 But I muft die in this land, I muft not go over 
Jordan: but ye fhall go over, and poffefs that good 
land. 

23 Take heed unto yourfelves, left ye forget the 
covenant of the Lor» your God, which he made 
with ycu, and make you a graven image, or the like- 
nefs of any ¢hing, which the Loxp thy God hath for- 
bidden thee. 

24 For the Lorn thy God is a confuming fire, even 
a jealous God. 

25 I When thou fhalt beget children, and chil- 
dren’s children, and ye fhall have remained long in 
the land, and fhall corrupt yourfelves, and make a 
graven image, or the likenefs of any thing, and thall 
do evil in the fight of the Lorn thy God, to provoke 
him to anger: 

26 I call heaven and earth to witnefs againft you 
‘this day, that ye fhall foon utterly perith from off the 
land whcreunto ye go over Jordan to poffefs it; ye 
fhall not prolong your days upon it, but fhall utterly 
be deftroyed. 

27 And the Lorn fhall fcatter you among the na- 
tions, and ye fhall be left few in number among the 
heathen, whither the Lor fhall lead you. 

28 And there ye fhall ferve gods, the work of 
men’s hands, wood and [tone, which neither fee, nor 
hear, nor eat, nor {mell. : 

29 But if from thence thou fhalt feck the Lorp 
thy God, thou firafe find Aza, if thou feck him with 
all thy heart and with all thy foul. 

go When thou art in tribulation, and all thefe 
things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, 
if thou turn to the Lorp thy God, and fhalt be obe- 
dient unto his voice ; 

31 (For the Lorp thy God is a merciful God ;) 
he will not forfake thee, neither deftroy thee, nor 
forget the covenant of thy fathers which he fware 
unto them. 

32 0 For afk now of the days that are paft, which 
were before thee, fince the day that God created man 

upon 


SE ENN 
nation under heaven that had a fymbol of God’s prefence continu. 


ally among them. 

5 For ye far no manner of fimilitude, &c.] Now Mofes puts 
them in mind of this particular, as a {trong and everlafting argu- 
ment to keep them clear of all fuperftitious or idolatrous worthi 
of him, by the ofe of any kind of image, piture, or refemblance of 
any created being. 

24, The Lard thy Ged is a confuming fire, &c.] i.e. God, from the 
redtitude of his nature, will be as far from letting moral evils pafs 
with impunity, as fire is from confuming its proper fuel. 

26 Leall heaven aud curth to witnefi, &e.] Mafes conjures them, 
by all that is facred in heaven and earth, not to incur thofe evils 
which await their difobedience. 

5 36 Ai 





God's efpecial rer.ard fhewn to Ifrael. DEUTE RONOMY. 


The ten commana:nents, 





Before 


upon the earth, and aft from the one fide of heaven 


CHRIST nto the oth er, whether there hath been any fuch thing 


1g5.. 


as this great thing zs, or hath been heard like it? 

33 Did ever people hear the voice of God f{peak- 
ing out of the midift of the fire, as thou haft heard, 
and live. : ms 

34 Or hath God affayed to go and take him a 
nation from the mid{t of another nation, by temp- 
tations, by figns, and by wonders, and by war, and 
by a mighty hand, and by a firctched out arm, and 
by great terrors, according to all that the Lorn 
your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 

35 Unto thee it was fhewed, that thou mighteft 
know that:the Lorp he zs God; there zs none elfe 
befide him. . 

36 Out of heaven he made thee to hear his voice, 
that he might inftruét thee: and upon earth he 
fhewed thee his- great fire ; and thou heardetft his 
words out of the midft of the fire. 

37 And becaufe he loved thy fathers, therefore 
he chofe their feed after them, and brought thee out 
in his fizht with his mighty power out of gypt; 

38 Todrive out nations from before thee greater 
and mightier than thou art, to bring thee in, to give 
thee their land for an inheritance, as zt is this day. 

39 Know therefore this day, and confiderzin thine 


heart, that the Lorp he zs God in heaven above, and 


upon the earth beneath: there zs none elfe. 

40 Thou fhalt keep therefore his ftatutes, and his 
commandments, which | command thec this day, that 
it may go well with thee, and with thy children after 
thee, and that thou mayeft prolong thy days upon the 
earth, which the Lorp thy God giveth thee, for ever. 

414 Then Mofes fevered three cities on this fide 
Jordan toward the fun rifing ; 

42 Thatthe flayer-might flee thither, which fhould 
kill his neighbour unawares, and hated him not in 


times paft; and that fleeing unto one of thefe cities} 


he might live: : 

43 Namely, Bezer in the wildernefs, in the plain 
country, of the Reubenites; and Ramoth in Gilead, of 
the Gadites; and Golan in Bafhan, of the Manaffites. 

44 @ And thiszs the law which Mofes fet before 
the children of Ifrael: 

45 Thefe are the teftimonies, and the ftatutes, and 
the judgments, which Mofes fpake unto the children 
of Ifrael, after they came forth out of Egypt, 

46 On this fide Jordan, in the valley over againft 
Beth-peor, in the land of Sihon king of the Amo- 
rites, who dwelt at Hefhbon, whom Mofes and the 
children of Ifrael fmote, after they were come forth 
out of Egypt: 

47 And they poffeffed his land, and the land of 
Og king of Bafhan, two kings of the Amorites, which 
were on this fide Jordan toward the fun rifing ; 

48 From Aroer, which zs by the bank of the river 
Arnon, even unto mount Sion, which zs Hermon, 

49 And all the plain on this fide Jordan eaftward 
even unto the fea of the plain, under the fprings of 
Pifgah. 


CHAP. Vv. 


1 A commemoration of the covenant in Hored. 6 The ten 


rea PE SY 
36 His great firey &c.] i.e. Some rays of that tranfcendent bright- 


nefé with which he is faid to clothe himfelf, and which fhines out 
in all its glory to the faints in heaven. 

46 Beith-per, &c.] “This was an idol temple of the Moabites. 

49 The fea of the plaiv, &c.] Or, the fea of falt; thar is, the lake 
of Sodom, or the Dead fea. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, IV. 

‘The admonitions and cautions given by Mofes to the Ifraclites, as 

they were to them incentives to duty; fo alfo fhould they make a 

ftill greater impreilion upon us, whom God has chofen to be his 

true people, and for whom he has wrought ftill greater miracles. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V. 
4. Talked with you face to face, &c.] i. e. Not in dark vifions, as 


commandments. The fixft table. 16 The fecond talle, Briore 


22 At the people’s requeft Mofes recetveth the law from 
God. 


N D Mofes called all Ifrael, and faid unto them, 

Hear, O Ifracl, the ftatutes and judgment 

which I {peak in your ears this day, that ye may 
learn them, and keep, and do them. 

2 The Lorp our God made a covenant with usin 
Horeb. : 

3 The Lorp made not this covenant with our fa- 
thers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here 
alive this day. 

4 The Lokp talked with you face to face in the 
mount out of the midft of the fire, 

5 (1 ftood between the Lokn and you at that 
time, to fhew you the word of the Lorn: for ye 
were afraid by reafon of the fire, and went not up 
into the mount;) faying, 

6 J I am the Lorn thy God, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, froin the houfe of bondage. 

7 Thoa fhalt have none other gods befure me. 

8 Thou fhalt not make thee any graven image, or 
any likenefs af any ihing that zs in heaven above, or 
that zs in the earth bencath, or that és in the waters 
beneath the earth: 

9 Thou fhalt not bow down thyfelf unto them, 
nor ferve them: for I the Lorp thy God ama jea- 
lous God, vifiting the iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children unto the third and fourth generation of 
them that hate me, : 

10 And fhewing mercy unto thoufands of them 
that love me and keep my commandments. 

at Thou fhalt not take the name of the Lorn thy 
God in vain: for the Lorp will not hold Azm guilt- 
Jefs that taketh his name in vain. 

12 Keep the fabbath day to fan&tify it, asthe Lorp 
thy God hath.commanded thec. 

“13 Six days thou fhalt labour, and do all thy work: 

14 But the feventh day zs the fabbath of the Lorp 
thy God: zz7# thou fhalt not do any work, thou, nor 
thy fon, nor thy daughter, nor thy manfervant, nor 
thy maid{fervant, nor thy ftranger that zs within thy 
gates ; that thy manfervant and thy maidfervant may 
reft as well as thou, 

15 And remember that thou waft a fervant in the 
land of Egypt, and that the Lorn thy God brought 
thee out thence through a mightv hand and by a 
ftretched out arm: therefore the Lor pv thy God com- 
manded thee to keep the fabbath day. ; 

16 J Honour thy father and thy mother, as the 


Lorp thy God hath commanded thee; that thy days ° 


} may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, 
lin the land which the Lorn thy God giveth thee. 

17 Thou fhalt not kill. 

18 Neither fhalt thou commit adultery. 

19 Neither fhalt thou fteal. 

20 Neither flialt thou bear falfe witnels againft thy 
neignbour. 

21 Neither fhalt thou defire thy neighbouwr’s wife, 
neither fhalt thou covet thy neighbour’s houfe, his 
field, or his manfervant, or his maid fervant, his ox, 
his afs, or any thing that is thy neighbour’s. 

22 @ Thefe 


a ES SS 
of old he fpake unto the fathers; but fo as that all the thoufands 
of Ifrael might hear and underftand. ‘Vhe Ifraclites beheld a con- 
fpicuous fymbol of the divine prefence, and heard a divine 
voice, clearly and diftin@ly, us one man taiks with another face 
to face. 

6 fav the Lord, &c.) Perafe the commentary on Exed. xx. 

1s Remember that thou waft a fervant in theland of Egypt, &e.] The 
argument brought to enforce the obfryation of the fabbath, is the 
deliverance of the Ifraelites out of Egypt; perhaps, becaufe it was 
typical of our redemption by Jefus Chrift; in remembrance of 
which the Chriftian fabbath was to be obferved. 

16 That wt may go wll with the, &e.] This is alfo an_addi- 
tion to what we meet with, #xo/. xx. 142, 92 a farther motive to 
obedience. 

22 Aud 
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Mofes deputed to recewwe the law fromGod. CHAP. VI. 


An exhortation to obedience. 
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22 4 Thefe words the Lorp fpake unto all your 




























proionged. 

3 ¥ Hear therefore, O Ifrael, and obferve to do it $ 
tharit may be well with thee, and that ye may increafe 
mightily, as the Lorp God of thy fathers hath promif- 
ed thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey. 

4 Hear, O Ifrael: the Lorp our God is one Lorp: 

§ @ And thou fhalt love the Lorp thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy foul, and with all 
thy might. 

6 And thefe words, which I cor i 
day, thall bein thine heart : bidet en 

7 And thou fhalt teach them dilige 
children, and fhalt talk of them when pee ay 
thine houfe, and when thou walkeft by the way, and 
when thou lieft down, and when thou rifeft up. 

8 And thou fhalt bind them for a fign upon thine 
hand,and they fhall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 

g And thou fhalt write them upon the pofts of thy 
houfe, and on thy gates. 

10 And it fhall be, when the Lory thy God fhall 
have brought thee unto the land which he fware unto 
thy fathers, to Abraham, to Ifaac, and to Jacob, to 
ive thee great and goodly cities, which thou build— 
edft not, 

11 And houfes full of all good thin 5, which tho 
filledft not, and wells digeed, which nou pes 
not, vineyards and olive trees, which thou plantedft 
not; when thou fhalt have eaten and be full; 

12 Then beware left thou forget the Lorn, which 
brought thee forth out of the land of Egypt,from the 
houfe of bondage. ; 

13 Thou fhalt fear the Lorp thy God, and ferve 
him, and fhalt fwear by his name. 


the cloud, and of the thick darknefs, with a great 
voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them]. 
in two tables of ftone, and delivered them unto me. 

23 And it came to pafs, when ye heard the voice 
out of the midft of the darknefs, (for the mountain 
did burn with fire,) that ye came near unto me, even 
all the heads of your tribes, and your elders ; 

24 And ye faid, Behold, the Lorn our God hath 
fhewed us his glory and his greatnefs, and we have 

_heard his voice out of the midft of the fire: we have 
feen this day that God doth talk with man, and he 
liveth. ; 

25 Now therefore why fhould we die? for this 
great fire will confume us: if we hear the voice of 
the Lorp our God any more, then we fhall die. 

26 For who is there of all flefh, that hath heard the 
voice of the living God fpeaking out of the midft of 
the fire, as we have, and lived ? 

27 Go thou near, and hear all that the Loxp our 
God fhall fay: and fpeak thou unto us all that the 
Lorp our God fhall fpeak unto thee; and we will 
hear zt, and do zé. 

28 And the Lorp heard the voice of your words, 
when ye fpake unto me; andthe Lorp faid unto me, 
J have heard the voice of the words of this people, 
which they have fpoken unto thee: they have well 
faid all that they have fpoken. : 

29 O that there were fuch an heart in them, that 
they would fear me, and keep all my commandments 
always, that it might be well with them, and with 
their children for ever ! . 

30 Go fay to them, Get you into your tents again. 

31 But as for thee, ftand thou here by me, and I 
will fpeak unto thee all the commandments, and the 
ftatutes, and the judgments, which thou fhalt teach 
them, that they may do éhem in the land which I giv 
them to poffefs it. . 

32 Ye fhall obferve to do therefore asthe Lorp 
your God hath commanded you: ye fhall not turn 
afide to the right hand or to the left. 

33 Ye fhall walk in all the ways which the Lorp 
your God hath commanded you, thatye may live,and 
that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong 
your days in the land which ye fhall poffefs. 


Cc H A PP VIL 


1 The end of the law is obedience: 3 An exhortation 
thereto. 20 What they are required to teach their 
children concerning it. 


the people which are round about you ; 

15 (For the Lorxp thy God zs a jealous God a- 
mong you) left the anger of the Lorn thy God be 
kindled againft thee, and deftroy thee from off the’ 
face of the earth. 

16 Ye fhall not tempt the Loxp your God, as ye 
tempted Azm in Maffah. , 

17 Ye fhall diligently keep the commandments of 

the Lorp your God, and his teftimonies, and his fta- 
tutes, which he hath commanded thee. 
_ 18 And thou fhalt do that which is right and good 
in the fight of the Lorn: that it may be well with 
thee, and that thou mayeft go in and poffefs the good 
land which the Lory fware unto thy fathers, 

19 To caft out all thine enemies from before 
thee, as the Lorn hath {poken. 

20 Z And when thy fon afketh thee in time to 
come, faying, What mean the teftimonies, and the 
ftatutes, and the judgments, which the Lorp our 
God hath commanded you ? 

21 Then thou fhalt fay unto thy fon, We were 
Pharaoh’s bondmen in Egypt; andthe Loxp brought 
us out of Egypt with a mighty hand: 

22 And the Lorn fhewed figns and wonders, great 

and 


a sen eertney 

4. The Lord our Gud is one Lord.] Seeing that polytheifm is the 
great error of the world, the Jewith religion and laws were calcu. 
lated to ftrike at the root of this epidemical evil; therefore the firft 
and fundamental article of their creed is, that as there is but one 


OW thefe are the commandments, the ftatutes, 

and the judgments, which the Lorp your God 

commanded to teach you, that ye might do them .in 
the land whither ye go to poffefs it: 

2 That thou mighteft fearthe Lorn thy God, to 

keep all his flatutes and his commandments, which I 

command thee, thou, and thy fon, and thy fon’s fon, 





22 Jud be added no mort, &¢.}] Thus God pronounced the deca- 
logue immediately to the people; but the reft of the law was given 
to Mofes, and by him delivered to the people. 

29 O shat there were fuch an heart in them, &c.] By this we may 
underfland that men’s compliance with their duty, and the happinefs 
which from thence arifes to them, are things highly pleafing and 
acceptable to our Creator. ; 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V. 

‘The dread which the publication of the law caufed in the Jews, 

fhould make us remember that our God is a confuming fire tothe 
tranfgreffors of it; and fear the terrible punifhment with which- 
thofe are threatened who defpife the voice of Jefus Chritt. We 
may iearn from hence; that nothing is more acceptable to God 
than the chearful obedience of his creatures ; and that his care is, 
to load them with his favours. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIL 

3 Obferwe toda it, &C.} i.c- to perform the fatutes and command- 
ments as exacted. 
, No 15, 


oppofition to heathenifh idols and falfe gods. 

8 For a fign upon thine hand, &c.] Read the note on Exod. xiii. 9- 

Q Upon the pofts of thy honfe, and on thy gates.] Becaufe fome wrote 
them on little rolls of parchment, which they faftened to their Zates; 
others inclofed them in a cafe, which they faftened to the gate, or 
put into a hole in the wall; on this plate the devotees laid their 
hands when they went out, and faid, ©* the Lord preferve my going 
out, and my coming in.” . 

13 And foall fuvcar ly bis name.] For to fwear by the Lord of 
rae is to profefs a oo religion, J/ziab xix, 18. and in Pfala 
xii. rt. every one that fweareth by hims means every worthippe 
of the true God. as 2 ee 

15 Left the anger of the Lord, &c.] Neither jn the law nor the 
prophets do we find that anger, fury, jealoafy, or indignation, are 
attributed to God, bur upon occafien of idolatry. 

3D : 25 it 


all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be, 


14 Ye fhall not go after other gods, of the gods of 


fupreme God, Jehovah, fo he alone is tobe the object of worfhip, in, 


HRIST’ 
145ls 


ee ene ne ee ee ee een ee Ia sa 
‘All communication with the DEUTERONOMY. /feven nations of Canaan forbidden, 


Before and fore, upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all }[ to deftroy them: he will not be flack to him that _ Before 
4 R 


ee bis houfhold, before our eyes: ; -hateth him, he will repay him to his face. ARIST 
23 And he brought us out from thence, that he} 11 ‘Thou fhalt therefore keep the commandments, 451. 
might bring us in, to give us the land which he {ware }}.and the ftatutes, and the judgments, which I com. 

unto our fathers. yi mand thee this day, to do them. 

24 And the Lorp commanded us to do all thefe}}- 412 1 Wherefore it fhall come to pals, if ye hearken 
ftatutes, to fear the Lorp our God, for our good }} to thefe judgments, and keep, and do them, that the 
always, that he might preferve us alive, as zé7s at}} Lor» thy God fhall kecp unto thee the covenant 
this day. and the mercy which he {ware unto thy fathers: 

25 And it fhall be our rightcoufnefs, if we obferve 13 And he will love thee, and blefs thee, and mul- 
to do all thefe commandments before the Lor» our |{ tiply thee: he will alfo blefs the fruit of thy womb, 
God, as he hath commanded us, and the fruit of thy land, thy corn, and thy wine, and 

C H A P. VIL. thine oil, the increafe of thy kine, and the flocks of 


: ; . _ ff thy fheep, in the land which he fware unto thy fa 
4 All communication with the feven nations of Canaan 2s hors to ee thee. oe 
forbidden for fear of idolatry, 6 and in confideration of 14 Thou fhalt be bleffed above al! people: there 
the holinefs of the people. 9 The juftice and mercy Of Tt thal] not be male or female barren among you, or 
God’s nature a motive to obedience. 12 Bleffings and among your cattle. 
vidlory are affured to them from God in return. Z 


15 And the Lorp will take away from thee all 
HEN the Lorp thy God fhall bring thee }} ficknefs, and will put none of the evil difeafes of 
into the land whither thou goeft to poffefs it, 


Egypt, which thou knoweft, upon thee; but will 
and hath caft out many nations before thce, the 


lay them upon all éhem that hate thee. 
Hittites, and the Girgafhites, and the Amorites, and 16 And thou fhalt confume all the people which 
the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, and the Hivites, 


the Lorn thy God fhall déliver thee; thine eye fhall 
and the Jebufites, feven nations greater and mightier [[ have no pity upon them: neither Malt thou ferve 
than thou; their gods; for that w7// be a {nare unto thee. 
z And when the Lorp thy God fhall deliver them 17 If thou fhalt fay in thine heart, Thefe nations 
before thee; thou fhalt fmite them, and utterly de- {{ are more than 1; how can 1 difpoffefs them ? 
ftroy them: thou fhalt make no covenant with them, 18 Thou fhalt not be afraid of them: dué fhalt 
nor fhew mercy unto them: 


well remember what the Lorp thy God did unto 
3 Neither fhale thou make marriages with them; |{ Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt; 

thy daughter thou fhalt not give unto his fon, nor tg The great temptations which thine eyes faw, 

his daughter fhalt thou take unto thy fon. and the figns, and the wonders, and the mighty hand, 
4 For they will turn away thy fon from following |] and the ftretched out arm, whereby the Lorn thy 

me, that they may ferve other gods: fo will the an- }} God brought thee out: fo fhall the Lorp thy God 

ger of the Lorn be kindled againft you, and deftroy }{ do. unto all the people of whom thou art afraid. 

thee fuddenly. 20 Moreover the Lorp thy God will fend the 
5 But thus fhall ye deal with them; ye fhall.de- | {hornet among them, until they that are left, and 

ftroy their altars, and break down their images, and |} hide themfelves from thee, be deftroyed. 

cut down their groves, and burn their graven images 21 Thou fhalt not be affrighted at them: for the 

with fire. 


; Lorp thy God zs among you, a mighty God and 
6 @ For thou art an holy people unto the Lorp 


terrible. 
thy God: the Loxp thy God hath chofen thee to 22 And the Lorn thy God will put out thofe na- 
be a fpecial people unto himfelf, above all people f{ tions before thee by little and little: thou mayelt 
that are upon the face of the earth. 


not confume them at once, left the beats of the ficld 
7 The Lorp did not fet his love upon you, nor 


fT increafe upon thee. 
choofe you, becaufe ye were more in number than 


23 But the Lorp thy God fhall deliver them unto’ 
any people; for ye were the feweft of all people: thee, and fhall deftroy them with a mighty deftruc- 
8 But becaufe the Lorp loved you, and be- 


tion, until they be deftroyed. 
caufe he would keep the oath which he had fworn 24 And he fhall deliver their kings into thine hand, 
unto your fathers, hath the Lorp brought you out} } and thou fhalt deftroy their name from under heaven: 
with a mighty hand, and redeemed you out of the 


there fhal] no man be able to ftand before thee, until 

houfe of bondmen, from the hand of Pharaoh king ]j thou have deftroyed them. 

of Egypt. / 25 “ The graven images of their gods fhall ye 
g I Know therefore that the Lorp thy God, he zs |} burn with fire: thou fhalt not defire the filver or 

God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and [f gold ¢ha¢ 7s on them, nor take 7é unto thee, left thou 

mercy with them that love him and keep his com-|{ be fnared therein: for it 2s an abomination to the 

mandments to a thoufand generations ; 


Lorp thy God. 
10 And repayeth them that hate him to their face, 


























26 Neither fhalt thou bring an abomination into 
thine 








to be blamed for executing the Almighty’s commands, than the per- 
fon who apprehends a malefafor, and brings him to condign pu- 
nifhment, is to be thought culpable by the laws of the land. 

7 The Lord did not fer his love upon you, &c-} It is not your numbers, 
nor your ftrength, nor any qualifications of your own, that induced 
God to confer thefe fingular privileges npon you; but it was che 
completion of thé promifes made to your’anceftors, to which you 
Pare indebted for ali the diftinguifhing bleffings of your nation. 

18 But fhalt-well remember what the Lord thy God did unio Pharaoh, 
&c.}] ‘The Hraclites might perhaps think, that the moft numerous 
mutt needs be victorious; butto fortify them againft this temptation, 
they were to call to mind the deftruétion of Pharaoh and all the 
power of Egypt, the figns and wonders wherewith God had brought 
them out of Egvpz, in order to fertle them in Canaan. : 

20 Mircower the Lord thy God will fend the boruet, &e.] They were 
not to difhearten themfelves on account of the weaknefs and defi- 
ciency of their own forces; for God would fend them in. auxiliary 
troops of hornets and wafps, which fhould fo terrify and moleft their 
enemies, that their numerous armizs would become an eafy prey to 


Ifracl. 
GENERAL 


25 It feall be cur righteonfuefs, &c.} It is rendered in the Greek, 
Mercy fhall be to us; but ithere meaneth juftice, or righteoufnefs; 
whereby men, if they could perform the law (which indeed they 
cannot do) might be juftified before God. . 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 
This chapter inftruéts us, that our chief care onght to be to Jove and 
obey God, and to adhere inviolably to his word; that the bounden 
duty of parents is, to teach their children in the Iaw and fear of 
the Lord: and to be always {peaking of his mercies, his command- 
ments and judgments ; we fhould alfo learn, never to abufe the fa- 
~vours of God, but to be always meditating upon them, fo that 
we may both fear and Jove him, which alone can make us happy. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VIL 
2 And utterly defiry them, &c.] If either the incorrigible wicked- 
nefs of the people, or the danger of their corrupting others by their 
enticements and bad examples, may be deemed a fufficient reafon (as 
it is in all civil governments to cut off obnoxious members) for God 
to rid himleltor any nation that has incurred his higheft difpleafure ; 
the Ifraelites, who were only inftruments in God’s hands, are no more 








God's goodne/s and mercy, CHAP. VIIL IX. ' A motive to obedience. 





Before thine houfe, left thou be a curfed thing like it: dus 
cari thou fhalt utterly deteft it, and thou fhalt utterly 
4516 a oe! : 
abhor it; for it 2s acurfed thing. 


C WU A PP. VII.” 


An exhortation to obedience in regard of God’s mercy and 
goodnefs in his dealings with Ifrael. 


LL the commandments which I command thee 

this day fhall ye obferve to do, that ye may 

live, and multiply, and go in and poffefs the land 
which the Lorn fware unto your fathers. 

2 And thou fhalt remember all the way which the 
Lorp thy God led thee thefe forty years in the wil- 
dernefs, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to 
know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldeft 
keep his commandments, or no. 

3 And he humbled thee, and fuffered thee to 
hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou knew- 
eft not, neither did thy fathers know; that he might 
make thee know that man doth not live by bread 
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the 
mouth of the Loxp doth man live. 

4 Thy raiment waxed not ol]d upon thee, neither 
did thy foot {well, thefe forty years. 

5 Thou fhalt alfo confider in thine heart, that, 
asa man chafteneth his fon, fo the Lorn thy Godf 
chafteneth thee. : 

6 Therefore thou fhalt keep the commandments 
of the Lorp thy God, to walk in his ways, and to} 
fear him. 

7 For the Lorn thy God bringeth thee into af 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains 
and depths that {pring out of valleys and hills; - Anakims, whom thou knoweft, and of whom thou 

8 A land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and}} haft heard fay, Who can ftand before the children 
fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of oil olive, |} of Anak! . 
and honey; <a 3 Underfiand therefore this day, that the Lorp 

g A Jand wherein thou fhalt eat bread without |] thy God zs he which goeth over before thee; as a 
fcarcenefs, thou fhalt not lack any thing in it; a]{confuming fire he fhall deftroy them, and he fhall 
land whofe ftones ave iron, and out of whofe hills}| bring them down before thy face: fo fhalt thou 
thou mayeft dig brats. drive them out, and deftroy them quickly, as the 

to When thou haft eaten and art full, then thou |] Lorp hath faid unto thee. : 
fhalt blefs the Lorp thy God for the good land]|} 4 Speak not thou in thine heart, after that the 
which he hath given thee. _ |] Lorp thy God hath caft them out from before thee, 

11 Beware that thou forget not the Lorp thy j|faying, For my righteoufnefs the Lorn hath brought 
God, in not keeping his commandments, and his }|{me in to poffefs this land: but for the wickednefs 
judgments, and his ftatutes, which I command thee }} of thefe nations the Lorn doth drive them out from 
this day: ‘|| before thee. 

12 Left when thou haft eaten and art full, and haft 5 Not for thy righteoufnefs, or for the upright- 
built goodly houfes, and dwelt ¢herezn ; nefs of thine heart, doft thou go to poffefs their 

13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, }[ land: but for the wickednefs of thefe nations the 
and thy filver and thy gold is multiplied, and all}]| Lorp thy God doth drive them out from before 
that thou haft is multiplied ; ; ‘thee, and that he may perform the word which the 

14 Then thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget }{ Lorn fware unto thy fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and 
rhe Lorn thy God, which brought thee forth out of J} Jacob. 


the land of Egypt, from the houfe of bondage ; 6 Underftand, therefore, that the Lorp thy God 
giveth 


_ 15 Who led thee through that great and terrible Before 
wildernefs, wherein were fiery ferpents, and fcor- Bee 
pions, and drought, where ¢here was no water; who 
brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 

16 Who fed thee in the wildernefs with manna, 
which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble 
thee, and that he might prove thee, to do thee good 
at thy latter end; 

17 And thou fay in thine heart, My power and 
the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 

18 But thou fhalt remember the Lorn thy God: 
for ztishe that giveth thee power to get wealth, that 
he may eftablifh his covenant which he fware unto 
thy fathers, as it is this day. ; 

ig And it fhall be, if thou do at all forget the 
Loxp thy God, and walk after other godsand ferve 
them, and worfhip them, I teftify againft you this 
day that ye fhall furely perifh. 

20 As the nations which the Lorn deftroyeth 
before your face, fo fhall ye perifh; becaufe ye 
would not be obedient unto the voice of the Lorp 
your God. 
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CH A P. IX. 


1 Mofes diffuadeth them from the opinion of their own 
righizoufnefs, 7 by rehearfing their feveral rebellions. 


EAR, O Ifrael: Thou avt to pafs over Jordan 

this day, to go in to poffefs nations greater 

and mightier than thyfelf, cities great and fenced 
up to heaven, 

2 A people gréat and tall, the children of the 





Q Whofe fines are iron, &c.] i.e. Whofe iron mines are plentiful 

as quarries of ftone in other places, 
14. Then thine heart be lifted up, &c.] For want of refle€ting on 
but that the Iraclites might not by them be drawn into iniquity the inftability of human affairs, men think themfelves felf-fufficient, 
and lofe that juft fenfe which they ought to have of the fovereigaty 


and idolatry ; whence it appears, that God does at laft deftroy na- |, ‘ 2 
tions, when their wickednefs is become enormous; and that we [| Of their Maker, and their abfolute and neceffary dependence upon 


fhould be afraid to have any dealings with the prophane, left we jf him. 
fhould be involved in their fins and punifhment. GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIII. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIII. ‘| We have, in this chapter, two inftruGtions, drawn from the favours 
3 Man dath noz live by bread «nly, but by every word, &¢ ] i.e. He |] and correétions of God, to excite us to fear him, and alfo to me- 
fupplies your wants by his miraculous hand, to convince you, that {{ ditate upon the mercies and affliGtions which come from his hand. 
the fuftenance and prefervation of your life is not owing to mere From hence we are alfo taught, that men are too prone to abufe 
bread or ordinary food ; but to the word er power of God, and to profperity ; that they forget God, and fall into pride and fin, 
any thing that he fhall pleafe to appoint to be the means of your when they are too much at their eafe; and thereby force God 
nourifhment. |} to take from them thofe comforts and rhat plenty of which they 
4. Thy raiment waxed not old upon thee, neither did thy feet furell, made fo ill an ufe. : 


&c.] Seeing that nothing hindered the Ifraelites from trafficking [! : i. 

site their Arabian neighbours, it is evident they might have heen ; EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. IX. 
fapplied with cloaths, either by making or. purchafing them: thefe t This day, &c.] That is, at this time, very fhortly; ‘day’ is 
words of Mofes have therefore been explained thus: ‘ Thy rai- | | often ufed in fcripture for time ; among other places, fee 2 Cor. vi.z. 
ment waxed not old upon thee:’’ that is, Providence has been fo 5 Not for thy rightecnfuefs, &c.| For though the Canaanites were 
liberal in fupplying your wants in this defart land, that you have ['{ expelled for their national wickedne(s, yet it does not.fallow that 
never, through poverty, been obliged to let your clothes wax old ['f-the Lraelites were fettled in their room for their own virtue. God 
upon you, but have always been fupplied with new before the old }f often chaftifes the wicked by means of others, who are foll as 
were worn out. A wicked as thofe who are thus chaftifed. 


; 5 7 Forges 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VII. 
Fo makea right ufe of this chapter, we fhould confider that the Ca-- 
naanites were deftroyed not only for their abominable wickednefs, }, 


A rehearfal of the feveral 


DEUTERON OMY. 


rebellions of the Ifraelites, 





Before 


giveth thee not this good land to poffefs it for thy 


CHRIST righteoufnels ; for thou ari a ftiffnecked. people. 


3453. 


47 § Remember, and forget not, how thou pro- 
vokedft the Lorp thy God to wrath in the wilder- 
nefs: from the day that thou didft depart out of the 
land of Egypt, until ye came unto this place, ye have 
been rebellious againft the Lorp. 

8 Alfo in Horeb ye provoked the LorpD to wrath, 
fo that the Lorp was angry with you to have de- 
ftroyed you. 

When I was gone up into the mount to receive 
the tables of ftone, even the tables of the covenant 
which the Lorp made with you, then I abode in the 
mount forty days and forty nights, I neither did eat 
bread nor drink water : 

10 And the Lorp delivered unto me two tables 
of ftone written with the finger of God; and on 
them was written according to all the words, which 
the Lorp fpake with you in the mount out of the 
midft of the fire in the day of the affembly. 

11 And it came to pafsat the end of forty days 
and forty nights, that the Lorn gave me the two ta- 
bles of ftone, even the tables of the covenant. 

12 And the Lorn faid unto me, Arife, get thee 
down quickly from hence ; for thy people which 
thou haft brought forth out of Egypt have corrupt- 
ed themfelves; they are quickly turned afide out of 
the way which I commanded them; they have made 
them a molten image. 

13 Furthermore the Lorp fpake unto me, faying, 
Ihave feen thispeople, and, behold, it is a ftiffneck- 
ed people: 

14 Let me alone,that I may deftroy them, and blot 
out their name from under heaven: and I will make 
of thee a nation mightier and greater than: they. 

15 So I'turned and came down from the mount, 
and the mount burned with fire : and the two tables 
of the covenant were in my two hands. 

16 And I looked, and, behold, ye had finned a-' 
gainft the Lorp your God, and had made you‘a 
molten calf: ye had turned afide quickly out of the 
way which the Lorp had commanded you. 

17 And I took the two tables, and. caft them out 
of my two hands, and brake them before your eyes. 

18 And I fell down before the Lorp, as at the firft, 
forty days and forty nights: I did neither eat bread, 
nor drink water, becaufe- of all your fins which ye 
finned, in doing wickedly in the fight of the Lorp, 
to provoke him to anger. 

ig For I was afraid of the anger and hot difplea- 
fure, wherewith the Lorp was wroth againft you to 
deftroy you. But the Lorn hearkened unto me at 
that time alfo. 

20 And the Lorp was very angry with Aaron to 
have deftroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron alfo 
the fame time. 

21 And I took your fin, the calf which ye had 
made, and burnt it with fire, and ftamped it, and 
ground it very {mall, even until it was as fmall as duft: 
and I caft the duft thereof into the brook that de- 
fcended out of the mount. 


a 


7 «~Forget not, how thou provoked the Lord thy God to ewrath, &c.] 


- Here, that-they might have no pretence to think that God brought 


them into the land of Canaan for their righteoufnefs, he fhews them, 
whata miracle of mercy it was, that they had not Jong ere this been 
deftroyed in the wildernefs: fo far from purchafing his favour, he 
reminds them, that they had many times laid themfelves open to his 


difpleafure. 


12 Thy people which, &c-] Thefe words denote the extreme 


anger-of God: he feems here to abandon them, throws them out 
of his care, and difowns them: they are thy people, fays he 
‘to Mofes, they are none of mine, nor fhall they be dealt with as 
mines - : 

26 J prayed therefore unto the Lord, &c.} It appears from the man-. 


* ner.of this-prayer, that it was entirely owing to the mercy of God; 


and the importunity of Mofes, and not to any merit of theirs, that- 


«the Ifraelites ftood indebted for pardon and reconciliation. 
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22 Andat Tabcrah, andat Maffah,andat Kibroth~ _Befor 
hg CHRIST 


hataavah, ye provoked the Lorp to wrath. 

23 Likewife when the Lorp fent you from Ka- 
defhbarncea, faying, Go up and poffefs the Jand which 
I have given you; then ye rebelled againft the com~ 
mandment of the Lorp your God, and ye believed 
him not, nor hearkened to his voice. 

24 Ye have been rebellious againft the Lorp 
from the day that I knew you. 

25 Thus I fell down before the Lorn forty days 
and forty nights, as I fell down at the firfi; becaufe 
the Lorp had faid he would deftroy you. 

26 I prayed therefore unto the Lorn, and faid, O 
Lorp God, deftroy not thy people and thine inhe- 
ritance, which thou haft redeemed through thy great 
nefs, which thou haft brought forth out of Egypt 
with a mighty hand. 

27 Remember thy fervants, Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacobs; look not unto the ftubbornnefs of this peo- 
ple, nor to their wickednefs, ‘nor to their fin: 

28 Left the land whence thou broughteft us out 
fay, Becaufe the Lorp was not able to bring them 
into the land which he promifed them, and becaufe 
he hated them, he hath brought them out to flay 
them in the wilderncfs. ; 

29 Yet they ave thy people and thine inheritance, 


which thou broughteft out by thy mighty power and 
by thy ftretched out arm. 


C H A P. XM. 

1 Mofes proceedeth to relate the mercy of God in refloring 
the two tables, 6 continuing the priefthood, 8 feparating 
the tree of Levi, 10 and hearkening unto his fuit for 
the people. 12 He exhorteth to obedience. : 

T that time the Lorn faid unto me, Hew thee 

two tables of ftone like unto the firft, and come 
up unto me into the mount, and make thee an ark 
of wood. 

’ 2 And I will write onthe tables the words that 

were in the firft tables which thou brakeft, and thou 

fhalt put them in the ark. 

3 And Imade an ark of fhittim wood, and hewed 
two tables of ftone like unto the firft, and went up 
into the mount, having the two tablesin mine hand. 

4 And he wrote onthe two tables, according to 
the firft writing, the ten commandments, which the 
Lorp fpake unto you in the mount out of the midft 


of the fire in the day of the affembly : and the Lorn 
gave them unto me. , 


5 And I turned myfelf and came down from the 
mount, and put the tablesinthe ark which Ihad made; 
and there they be, as the Lord commanded mc. 

6 J And the children of Ifrael took their journey 
from Beeroth of the children of Jaakanto Mofera: 
there Aaron died, and there he was buried; and 


‘Eleazar his fon miniftered in the pricft’s office in 


his ftead. 

7 From thence they journeyed unto Gudgodah ; 
and from Gudgodah to Jotbath, a land of rivers of 
waters. 

8 @ At that time the Lorn feparated the tribe of 


Levi,to bear the ark of the covenant of the Lorn, to 
ftand 


ng ST A SA RT ET SSC ST ESOS 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX. 
The inftruétion we are to derive from this chapter is, that it is to 
the mercy of God alone that we are obliged for all our happi- 
nefs; and chat the remembrance of his mercies, and of our own 
unworthinefs, ought alsvays to be prefent with us, and incline us 
to humility and graritude. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 

6 Took their journey fron Beeroth—to Mifera: there Aaron died, &0c.] 
From the account which we have of their encampments, in Numb. 
XXxili. it is evident that mount Her and Mofera were two diftiné& 
places; and therefore fome have maintained, that the fixth and {e- 
venth verfes of this chapter, in the common Hebrew text, have been 
extremely corrupted by the ignorance of fome tranfcribers ; becaufe 
the Samaritan makes the account, here given, exa@tlyagree with the 
order of the encampments mentioned Nwnd. xxxili. and there it is 
faid that Aaron died, and was buricd in mount Hor, : 

14 The 
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An exhortation to obedience 


CHAP. 


XI. 


enforced by promifes and threats. 








eer ftand before the Lory to minificr unto him, and to of their children therein. 22 Vidlory and an extenfive ee 
Ce blefs in his name, unto this day. territory will reward their obedience. 26 The bleffing ~ y 451. 


9g Wherefore Levi hath no part nor inheritance 
with his brethren; the Lorp zs his inheritance, ac- 
cording as the Lorp thy God promifed him. 

10 £ And I ftayed in the mount, according to the 
firft time, forty days and forty nights; and the Lorp 
hearkened unto me at that time alfo, and the Lorp 
would not deftroy thee. , 

11 And the Lorp faid unto me, Arife, take thy 
journey before the people, that they may go in and 
poffefs the land, which I {ware unto their fathers to 
give untothem. ~ 

12 {And now, Ifrael, what doth the Lorp thy 
God require of thee, but to fear the Loxp thy God, 
to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to ferve 
the Lorn thy God with all thy heart and with all 
thy foul, 

13 To keep the commandments of the Lorp, and 
his ftatutes, which I command thee this day for thy 
good? . 

14 Behold,the heaven and the heaven of heavens 
zs the Loro’s thy God, the earth a//o, with all that 
therein zs, 

15 Only the Lorp had a delight in thy fathers to 
love them, and he chofe their feed after them, even 
you above all people, as zz zs this day. ; 

16 Circumcife therefore the forefkin of your heart, 
and be no more ftiffnecked. 

17 For:'the Lorn your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, a great Ged, a mighty,and a terrible, 
which regardeth not perfons, nor taketh reward : 

18 He doth execute the judgment of the fatherlefs 
and widow, and loveth the ftranger, in giving him 
food and raiment. 

19 Love yé therefore the firanger: for ye were 
ftrangers in the land of Egypt. 

20 Thou fhalt fear the Lorn thy God; him fhalt 
thou ferve, and to him fhalt thou cleave, and {wear 
by his name. 

21 He is thy praife, and he zs thy God, that hath 
done for thee thefe great and terrible things, which 
thine eyes have feen. 

22 Thy fathers went down into Egypt with three- 
fcore and ten perfons; and now the Lorn thy God 
hath made thee as the ftars of heaven for multitude. 

CORK P, XI. , 

1 Mofes continucth his exhortationto obedicnce, 2 from the 
people's perfonal experience of God's great works, and 
their future expettations in the land of promife. 10 The 
charatter of the land; 13 which God will render frutt- 

ul or Larren according as they behave. 18 A carcful 

frudy in thefe words is required of them, and inftruétion 





14. The heaven aid the heaven of heavens, &c.] The firft heaven 
comprehends the atmofphere, or the fpace illuminated by the fun, 
moon, and ftars: and the fecond, or the heaven of heavens, is the 
glorious region, in which the throne of God is placed. 

16 Cireumcife therefore the farcftin of your heart; &c.] If you would 
recommend yourfelves to the favour of God. you muft not fatisfy 
yourfelves with the obfervance of external rites and ceremonics; 
but your chief aim muft be, to attain thofe inward difpofitions of 
mind, and to reform thofe finful affections, that are intended by 
circumcifion, and other external ordinances. 

19 Love ye therefore the firangery &c.| i.e. Be kind therefore to 
all your fellow-creatures, out of honour to your common Creator, 
and in imitation of thac tender care which he exercifes over ail the 
fons of men. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 

We are taught, from this chapter, that the end which God propofes 
to himfelf in all that he does for mankind, and what he requires 
from us, above all things, is, that we fhould love him with all 
ourheart, and ferve him with ail our ftrength ; that we fhould fear 
him, walk in his ways, and love our neighbour as ourfelves, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 


1 Thou foalt love the Lord, &c.] Becaufe the Lord thy God hath 
made thee as the ftars of hcaven for multitude, with which the pre- 


ceding chapter concludes. ; 
2 f facak not with your cl:ldren, &c. | Secing that all that were now 


No. 16. 










and curfe fet tcfore them. 


HEREFORE thou fhalt love the Lorn thy 

: God, and keep his charge, and his ftarutes, and 
his judgments, and his commandments, alway. 

2 @ And know ye this day; for J /peaé not with 
your children which have not known, and which 
have not feenthe chaftifement of the Lorp your 
God, his greatnefs, his mighty hand, and his ftretch- 
ed out arin. 

3 And his miracles, and his a@s, which he did in 
the midft of Egypt unto Pharaoh the king of Egypt, 
and unto all his land ; 

4 And what he did unto the army of Egypt, unto 
their horfes, and ro their chariots; how he made the 
water of the Red fea to overflow them as they pur- 
fued after you, and how the Lory hath deftroyed 
them unto this day ; 

5 And what he did unto you in the wilderneds; 
until ye came into this place; 

6 And what he did unto Dathan and Abiram, the 
fons of Eliab, the fon of Reuben: how the earth 
opened her mouth, and fwallowed them up, and their 
houfholds, and their tents, and all the fubftance that 
was in their poffeffion, in the midft of all Ifrael : 

7 But your cyes have feen all the great a€ts of 
the Lorp which he did. 

8 Therefore fhall ye keep all the commandments 
which I command you this day, that ye may be firong, 
and go in and poffefs the land, whither ye go to pol- 
fefs it ; ; 

g And that ye may prolong your days in the land, 
which the Lorp fware unto your fathers to give unto 
them and to their feed, a land that floweth with milk 
and honey. 

10 @ For the land, whither thou gocft in to poffefs 
it, zs not as the land of Egypt, from whence ye came 
out, where thou fowedft thy feed, and watercdf{t i 
with thy foot, as a garden of herbs: 

11 But the land, whither ye go to poffefs it, isa 
land of hills and valleys, and drinketh water of the 
rain of heaven: 

1z A land which the Lorp thy God careth for: 
the eyes of the Lorp thy God ave always upon it, 
from the beginning of the year even unto the end 
of the year. : 

13 F And it fhall come to pafs, if ye fhall hearken 
diligently unto my commandments which I command 
you this day,to lovethe Lorp your God,and to ferve 
him with all your heart and with all your foul, 

14 That I will give you the rain of your landin his 


due feafon, the firft rain and the latter rain, that thou 
mayelt 





above fifty could very well remember their deliverance out of Egypt; 
for all thofe who, at the time of their deliverance, were turned of 
twenty, were now (except only three of them) all dead; but of thofe, 
who at that time were under twenty, many were now living, and to 
them he fpeaks, and nor to their children, who could know ir only 
by hearfay. 

10 And watercdf it aith thy feat, S&se.| This fignifies that whereas 
Egypt was watered by human art, Canaan was watered by rain from 
heaven: or as the foot is fometimes metaphorically ufed for labour, 
the import of the phrafe may be, Which thou wateredft with great 
labour. 

as But the lavd, whither ye go to poff-fi it, &c.]  Whilft the Egyp- 
tians were inventing methods, and labouring to moiiten and refteth 
their grounds; the Ifraelites knew no fuch neceffity, and were re- 
leafed fromall that toil; they had their God to ¢° water their fur- 
rows, and to fend rain into the little vallics thereof: he bleffed their 
increafe, he crowned the year with his goodnefs, and his clouds 
dropped fatnefs,’”? Pfala Ixv. 11, 12. 

12 Aland which the Lord thy God careth for, &¢.| te. Not fomuch 
fruicful of itfelf, as by the peculiar bleffings of God upon it; God 
often declares, that he would cither fend or withold the rain, and 
they were to expeet to find the country fruitful or barren, as they 
were faithful or remifi in their duty. 

14. The firft rain and the later vain, &¢.]) The firft at the autum- 
nal, and the fecond at the vernal equinox : the firtt, to canfe the feed 
fown to fpring up ; and the fecond, to nourifh the corn until the 
harveft. 
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; Pe eae Se ie utps Set, C Sry “gaune : a 
et blefjine file: ACW le ‘7 obofed, VEU 1 EROS & ay ) 4 
3 or ts fs bs 
aye t : eens eg zs se qaige ls 2 ogee eu . 
Come) eff wather in thy corn, and thy wine, and torn fi ou o 
rygr. UE. was oe y ve . oa “ 
16 And I will fend graf, in thy fields for thy cattle, Wo ats 
that thon mayelt cat and be full. ec 
16 Take need to yourfelves, that your heart da 
. . iF ' t : ; 
not deceived, and ye turn afide,and ferveother pods, pir Aone: : 
and werfhip them ; Me ot, ’ re 
17 And then the Loxv’s wrath be kindled anainft tS  F ' 


you, and he fhut up the heaven, that there be no 
rain, and that the land yield not her fruit; and // 
ve perifh quickly from off the good land which the 
Lorp giveth you. 

184 Pherefore fhall ve Jay up thefe my words in 
your heart and in your foul, and bind them for a 
fign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets 
between your cyes. ; : 

1g .ndye fhall teach them your children, fpeah- 
ing of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and 
when thou walkeft by the way, when thou lieft down, 
and when thou rifelt up. 

20 And thou fhalt write them upon the door pofts 
of thine houfe, and upon thy gates: 

gt ‘That your days may be multiplicd, and the 
days of vour children, in the land which the Loxp 
fware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of 
heaven upon the carth. 
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22 For ifve fhall diligently keep all thefe com. Pp Mats cto 
mandinents which 1 command you to dothem, topgihere, : ‘Sh 
jove the Lorp your God, to walk in all his wavs dP: : . i 
and to cleave unto him; AP a 4 | 
23 Then will the Lorn drive out allthele nations We iet be ; 
from before you, and ye fhall poffefs greater nations ffi co's f 
and mightier than yourlelves. eo f. 
24 Every place whereon the folesofvour feet Mhailft. 5 ‘ 
tread fhall be your’s: fromthe wildcrnefs and Leba panos 


non, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unty 


Core u, ate 
the uttermoft fea fhall your coaft be. 





Unde sn. 

25 There fhall noman be able to land before vou. JPG to: 
forthe Lorp your God fhall lay the fear of you and Br. a 
the dread of you upon all the land thatye thalltread [Jah oa - + 3 
upon, as he hath faid unto you. ‘ 


ty bert ve ie va th g 
26 “ Behold, I fet before you this day a bleMug 
and acurfe; 

27 A bleffing,ifye obey the commandments of the 
Lorp your God, which I command you this day : 

28 And a curfe, if ye will not obey the command. 
ments of the Lorn your God, bret turn aftde out of 
the way which I command you this day, to go after 
other gods, which yc have not known. 

29 And it fliall come to pafsx, when the Lorp ay 
God hath brought thee unto the land whither thou 
goell to poffefs it, that thou fhalt put the blefling 
upon mount Gerizim, and the curfe upon mount 
Ebal. 

30 Are they not on the other fide Jordan, by the 
way where the fin goeth down, in the land of the 
Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign over a- 
gainft Gilgal, befide the plains of Morch ? 

31 For vc fhall pafs over Jordan to go in to pof. 
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29 Thou foali put the bleffing, &c.} i. e. Thou fhalt caufe it to be pie 6 mee ns, at 
pronounced. Rate oe Og at gue q 
Upon mount Gerizin, and upon mount Ebal.) The above-mentioned J contacns st phe ee, 
mountains were feparated by a valley two hundred paces wide, and |] being sturew srs stwice » “4 
fituated in the tribe of Ephraim, near the oaks or plainsof Morch , |p batina sms shen wea 'ny Ne 
where God appeared to Abraham, after he came into the land of Ca- 3 te. be fe aad 


naan, and where Abraham built an altar unto the Lord. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XI. 


We fhould always remember, that if Mofes denounced bleffings and 
curfes to the Jews to oblige them to fear the Lord ; the gofpel can. 
tains much more valuzble bleil:ngs, and morc terrible curtes. Let 
us think wellof this, and learn toobey the commands of Gud. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XH. 


_ UT hele are the flarutes, &¢.] Here Mofes begins with thofe fatute: 
which relate to the worfhip of God ; and particularly thofe which 


explain the fecond commandment, about which Ged is in a fpecial 
manner jealous. 
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5 Ax OA. prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, 
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mos awev from the Loup your God, which 
rough oy out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
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A bleffing and acurfe propofed. DEUYTERONOMY. A piace to be fet apart for God's fervice, 


Before’ mayclt gather in thy corn, and thy wine, and thine {g fels the land which the Lorp your God giveth vou, Before 
rae i ee : : 1 aaa ye fhall poffefs it, and dwell therein. CURL 

15 AndI will fend grafs in thy fields for thy cattle, gz And ye fhall obferve to do all the flatutesand ~" 
that thou mayelt eat and be full. { judgments which I {et before you this day. 

16 Take need to yourfelves, that your heart be C H A Pp. XII 
not deceived, and ye turn afide,and ferveother gods, {1 Menuments of idolatry muft be deftroyed. 4 The fervice 
and worfhip them ; of God muft be attended uponin the placeof his choofing. 

17 And then the Lozp’s wrath be kindled againt 15, 20, Flefh for common food may be killed andecatcn 
you, and he fhut up the heaven, that there be no elfewhere, only without the blood; 17, 26, but all holy 
rain, and that the land yicld not her fruit; and Jef things muft Le brought and catenin the holy place. 19 
ye perifh quickly from off the good laud which the The Levite not tobe forfaken. 29 I[dolatrous praétices 
TLorp giveth you. not to be enquired after. 

18% Therefore fhall ye lay up thefe my words in Sa are the ftatutes and judgments, which ye 
your heart and in your foul, and bind them for a fhall obferve to do in the land, which the Lorp 
fign upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets|{ God of thy fathers giveth thee to poffefs it, all the 
between your eyes. days that ye live upon the earth. 

19 And ye fhall teach them your children, fpeak- 2 Ye fhall utterly deftroy all the places, wherein 
ing of them when thou fitteft in thine houfe, and|] the nations which ye fhall poffefs ferved their gods, 
when thou walkeft by the way, when thou lieft down, {J upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, and 
and when thou rifeft up. under every green tree: 

20 And thou fhalt write them upon the door pofts 3 And yc fhall overthrow their altars, and break 
of thine houfe, and upon thy gates: their pillars, and burn their groves with fire; andye 

21 That your days may be multiplicd, and theff{fhall hew down the graven images of their gods, 
days of your children, in the land which the Lorp |} and deftroy the names of them out of that place. 
{ware unto your fathers to give them, as the days of 4 4 Ye thall not do fo unto the Lorp your God. 
heaven upon the carth. § But unto the place which the Lorp your God 

229 For if ye fhall diligently keep all thefe com-[f fhall choofe out of all your tribes to put his name 
mandinents which I -command you to do them, tof} there, even unto his habitation fhall ye feek, and 
love the Lorp your God, to walk in all his ways,[]| thither thou fhale come: 
and to cleave unto him ; 6 And thither ye fhall bring your burnt offerings, 

23 Then will the Lorp drive out allthef nations |J and your facrifices, aud your tithes, and heave offer~ 
from before you, and ye fhall poffefs' greater nations {f ings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill 
and mightier than yourfelves. offerings, and the firftlings of your herds and of your 

24 Every place whereon the folesof your feet fhall}} flocks: 
tread fhall be your’s: from the wildernels and Leba- 7 And there ye fhall eat before the Lokp your 
non, from the river, the river Euphrates, even unto}} God, and ye fhall rejoice in all ye put your hand 
the uttermoft fea fhall your coaft be. unto, ye and your houtholds, wherein the Lor» thy 

25 There fhall no man be able to ftand before you: || God hath bleffed thee. 
for the Lorp your God fhall lay the fear of you and 8 Yc fhall not do after all éhe things that we do here 
the dread of you upon all the land that ye fhall tread || this day,cvery man whatfoever is right inhis owneyes. 
upon, as he hath faid unto you. 9 For yeare not as yet come to the reft and to the 

26 @ Behold, I fet before you this day a bleffing]{ inheritance, which the Lory your God giveth you. 
andacurfe; 10 But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the 

27 A bleffing,ifye obey the commandments of the |} land which the Lorp your God giveth you to in- 
Lorp your God, which I command you this day: herit, and when he giveth you reft from all your 

28 And a curfe, if ye will not obey the command-{f{ encmics round about, fo that ye dwell in fafety ; 
ments of the Lorp your God, but turn aftde out of 11 Then there fhall be a place which the Lorn 
the way which I command you this day, to go after{} your God fhall choofe to caufe his name to dwell 
other gods, which ye have not known. : there ; thither fhall ye bring all that I command you; 

29 And it fhall come to pals, when the Loxp thy {{ your burnt offerings, and your facrifices, your tithes, 
God hath brought thee unto the land whither thou {fand the heave offering of your hand, and all your 
goell to poffefs it, that thou fhalt put the bleffing {j choice vows which ye vow unto the Lorn 
upon mount Gerizim, and the curfe upon mount 12 And ye fhall rejoice before the Lorp your 
Ebal. God, ye,and your fons,and your daughters,and your 

30 Are they not on the other fide Jordan, by the f] menfervants, and your maidfervants, and the Levite 
way where the fun goeth down, inthe land of the} that zs within your gates ; forafmuch as he hath no 
Canaanites, which dwell in the champaign over a-{} part nor inheritance with you. 
gainft Gilgal, befide the plains of Morch ? Y 13 Take heed to thyfelf that thou offer not thy 


31 For ye fhall pafs over Jordan to go in to pof-}| burnt offerings in every place that thou feeft: 
: 14 But 
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29 Thou foals put the blefing, &c.] i. e. Thou thalt caufe itto be 
pronounced. 

Upon mount Gerizim, and upon mount Ebal.) ‘The above-mentioned 
mountains were feparated by a valley two hundred paces wide, and 
fituated in che tribe of Ephraim, near the oaks or plains of Moreh; 
where God appeared to Abraham, after he came into the land of Ca- 
naan, and where Abraham built an altar unto the Lord. 


2 Upon the high mountains, and upon the hills, &e.]) The &r& altars 
(of nature’s raifing) acquired a relative fanétity; that is, they were 
confidered as holy places; but the temples and altars there raifed 
being afterwards abufed tothe vileft purpofes of fuperftition, and 
barbarous idol- worfhip, Mofes wifely ordered them to be deftroycd. 

3 Aud burn their groves, &C.] Thefe were the places where the 
works of darknefs were committed; they mutt all be deftroyed, with 
the altars, pillars, and images that had been uled by the heathens in 
the worfhip of their gods, fo as the very names of them might be 
buried in oblivion ; and not only not tobe remembered with refpeet, 
but not remembered at all. 

5 Lo put his name there, &c.] This is rendered in the Chaldee pa- 
raphrafe, To’caufe his majefty or divine prefence to dwell there. 

6 Your tithes, &.] ice. “Chofe which were ufed at feafts of 
thank{giving, in folemn f{cltivals. 

8% fall not di after all the things that que do here this dayy 80) 
While the Ifraelites were deflitute of many things in the wilderne&, 
requifite to the exaét performance of their facred rites, they were 
excufed from the obfervance of many of them, and.amone the refi. 
of that of circume:tion, : : SO lgta 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XL 
We fhould always remember, that if Mofes denounced bleffings and 
curfes to the Jewsto oblige them to fear the Lord ; the gofpel con- 
tains much more valuable bleflings, and more terrible curfes. Let 
us think well of this, and learn to obey: the commands of God. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIL 
_ 1 Thefe are the flatutes, &¢.} Here Mofes begins with thofe ftatutes 
which relate to the worhhip of God ; and particularly thofe which 
explain the fecond commandment, about which Ged is in a fpecial 
manner jealous. igi Fs 
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The Levite not to be se PE Oe ee ee CHAP. 


" Betore - 1.4 But in the place which the Lorp fhall choofe 

CHRIST iy one of thy tribes, there thou fhale offer thy burnt 

= offerings, and there thou {halt do all that 1 command 
thee. 

15 4 Notwithftanding thou mayeft kill and eat 
ficfh in all thy gates, whatfoever thy foul lufteth after, 
according to the blefling of the Lorp thy God which 
he hath given thee: the unclean and the clean may 
eat thereof, as of the roebuck, and as of the hart. 

16 Only ye fhail not eat the blood; ye fhall pour 
it upon the earth as water. 

17 @ Thou mayeft not eat within thy gates thy 
tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the 
firfilings of thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy 
vows which thou vowelt, nor thy Freewill offerings, 
or heave offering of thine hand: 

18 But thou mult eat them before the Lorp thy 
God in the place which the Lorp thy God fhall 
choofe, thou, and thy fon, and thy daughter, and thy 
manfervant, and thy maidfervant, and the Levite 
that zs within thy gates: and thou fhalt rejoice be- 
fore the Lorp thy God in all that thou putreft thine’ 
hands unto. 

19 J Take heed to thyfelf that thou forfake not 
the. Levite as long as thou liveft upon the earth. 

20 % When the Lorp thy God fhall enlarge thy 
border, as he hath promifed thee, and thou fhalt fay, 
Iwill eat flefth, becaufe thy foul longeth to eat flefh; 
thou mayefi eat flefh, whatfoever thy foul lufteth 
after. 

21 If the place which the Lorp thy God hath 
chofen to put his name there be too far from thee, 
then thou fhalt kill of thy herd and of thy flock, which, 
the Lorp hath given thee, as I have commanded 
thee, and thou fhale eat in thy g gates whatfoever thy’ } 
foul lufteth after. 

22 Evenas the roebuck and the hart is eaten, fo. 
thou fhalt catthem: the unclean and the clean fhall-f 
eat of them alike. 

23 Only be fure that thou eat not che: blood: for §: 
the blood zs the life; and thou mayeft not eat the: 
life with the ficfh. . 

24 Thou fhalt not eat it; thou fhalt pour it upon’ 
the caren as water. 

Thou fhalt not eat it; that it may go wel! with ]- 
hee and with thy children after thee, when thou]. 
fhalt do that which zs right in the fight of the Loxp. 

26 4 Only thy holy things which thou haft, and 
thy vows, thou fhalr take, and go unto the place 
which the Lorp fhall choofe: : 

27 And thou fhalt offer the burnt offerings, the 
flefh and the blood, upon the altar of the Lorp thy 
God: and the blood of the facrifices fhall be poured 
out upon the altar ef the Lorn thy God, and thou 
fhalt cat the flefh. 

28 Obferve and hear all thefe words which I com- 
mand thee, that it may go well with thee, and with 
thy children after thec for ever, when thou docft that 
which zs good and right in the fight of the Lorp thy 
God. 

zg @ When the Lorp thy God fhall cut off the 
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rg du the place which the Lord foall chrofe in oe ee tribes, there 
than foalt offer, &c.] In all the law of Mofes there is not any parti- 
cular precept fo largely preffed and fo frequently inculcated as this. 

18 The Levite tua: ts qvithin thy gates, &c.| Befides the Levites 
who attended the altar, as ai: ftants to the priefts, there were other 
Levires alfo, difperfed in the country, to inftraé the peopic in the 
law of God, and to affift them in their devotions. 

23 Be fure that thou cut nat the blood, &c. | The reafon why the 
Tfraclitcs were forbidden thus ftriGt!y the cating of blood, was, it is 
fuppafed, to prevent the fuperftitions of the old idolaters, about the 
blood of their facrifices, which they thought their demons delighted 
in, and by eating of which they imagined that they had communion 
with them. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XII. 
From this chapter Chriftians may learn, that God will not be ferved 
otherwife than as he prefcribes in his word; that they ought to 
abominate all forts of idolatry and fuperftition ; to Keep them. 


their land; 
30 T ake heed to thyfelf that thou be not fnared by 


‘|Jturn you away from the Lop your God, 


‘unto him; 





NU. | Enticers to wdolatry mu, 
nations from before thee, whither thou goeft to pof- 
fefs them, and thou fucceedeft them, and dwelleit in 


following them, after that they be dcftroyed’ from 
before thee; and that thou enquire not after their 
gods, faying, How did thefe nations ferve their 
gods ? even-fo will I do likewife. 

31 Thou fthalt'not do fo unto the Lorp thy God: 
for every abomination to the Lorp which he hateth 
have they done unto their gods; for even their fons 
and their daughters they have burnt i in the fire to 
their gods. 

32 What thing foever I command you, -obferve 
to do it: thou flralt not add thereto, nor diminifh 
from it. 


CHAP. XIII. 


1 Enticers to zdolatry muft be ftoned to death, 6 without 
regard to nearnefs of relation. 12 Idolatrous cities 


muft be utter, ly dcflroyed, 


TF there arife among you a prophet, or a:‘dreamer 
Te dreams, and giveth thee a fign or a wonder, 

2 And the fign or the wonder come to pafs, 
whereof he fpake unto thee, faying, Let us go after 
other gods, which thou haft not known, and let us 
ferve them; 

3 Thou fhalt not hearken unto the words of tnat 
prophet, or that dreamer of dreams: for the Lorn 
your God proveth you, to know whether ye love 
‘the Lorp your God with all your heart and with all 
your foul. 

4 Ye fhall walk after the Lorp your God, and fear 
him, and kcep his commandments, and obey his 
voice, and ye fhall ferve him, and cleave unto him. 

5 And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, 
fhall .be put to death; becaufe he hath fpoken to 
which 
brought you out of the land of Fgypt, and redeemed 
you out of the houfe of bondage, to thruft thee out 
of the way which the Lorp thy God commanded 
thee to walk in. So fhalt thou put the evil away 
from the midft of thee. 

6 @ If thy brother, the fon of thy mother, or thy 
fon, or thy daughter, or the wife of thy bofom, or 


; thy friend, which zs as thine own foul, entice thee 


fecretly, faying, Let us go and ferve other gods, 
which thou haft not known, thou, nor thy fathers; * 

7 Namely, of the gods of the people which areround 
about you, nigh unto thee, or far off from‘thee, from 
the one end of the earth cven unto the’ other end of 
the earth; 

8 Thou fhalt not ‘confent unto him, nor licarken 
neither fhall thine eye pity him, neither 
fhalt thou fpare, neither fhalt thou conceal him: 

9 But thou fhalt furely kill him; thine hand fhall 
be firft upon him to put him to death, and after- 
wards the hand of all the people. 

10 And thou fhalt ftone him with ftones, that he 
die; becaufe he hath fought to thruft thee away from 

the 


A NN AO 
felves from evil cuftoms and evil examples; and to employ in the 
fervice of God, and fupport of the poor, thofe temporal gools 
which Goad has beftowed on them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 

u Tf there avife among you a propket, &c.| Forefeeing that the 
Ifraelites would, in after ages, be expofed to the delufions of falfe 
prophets, Mofes lays down thiscertain rule whereby to judge of fuch 
pretenders to infpiration ; namely, the exiftence of the one tre 
God, and the authority, goodnefs, and truth of his laws and reli- 
gion, in oppofition to a idolatrous cuftoms, abfurdities, follies, and 
wickednefles of the worfhip of the heathens. 

Q Thou foalt firrely Rill him, &c.] Ic is not fufficient for thee to 
diffent from his wicked perfuafions ; but thou muft alfo, without 
any mercy, procure vengtance on him by way of juttice, i in aceufing 
him ro the magiftrate, cither by information to have it enquired into, 
or by fufficient proof; and, in cafe he is condemned, thou oughteft 
to be the firft that fhall put his condemnation in execution. 

13 Children 


fi be _ftoned. 
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Idolatrous cities to be defiroyed. DEUTERONOMY. 


Of meats clean and unclean, 


a nn enn nn in 


Before the Lory thy God, which brought thee out of the 
ae tend of Egypt, from the houfe of bondage. 
- 42 And all Ifrael Maal! hear, and fear, and fhall do 
no more any fuch wickednefs as this is among you. 

12 U2 1fthou fhalt hear fay in one of thy cities, 
which the Lorp thy God hath given thee to dwell 
there, faying, 

13 Certain men; the children of Belial, are gone 
out from among you; and have withdrawn the inha- 
bicants of their city, faying, Let us go and ferve 
other gods, which ye have not known; : 

14 Then fhalt thou enquire, and make fearch, and 
afk diligently; and, behold, zf i be truth, and the 
thing.certain, tha¢ fuch abomination is wrought among 

Qu; ., $ 
‘ 15 Thou fhalt furcly fmite the inhabitants of that 
city with the edge of the fword, deftroying it utterly, 
and all that zs therein, and the cattle thercof, with 
the edge of the fword. 

16 And thou fhalt gather all the fpoil of it into the 
midft of the ftreet thereof, and fhalt burn with fire the 
city, and all the fpoil thereof every whit, for the Lorp 
thy God: and it fhall be an heap for ever; it fhali not 
be built again. 

17 And there fhall cleave nought of the curfed 
thing to thine hand: that the Lorp may turn from 
the fiercenefs of his anger, and fhew thee mercy, and 
have compalfion upon thee, and multiply thee, as 
he hath {worn unto thy fathers ; 

18 When thou fhalt hearken to the voice of the 
Lorp thy God, to kecp all his commandments which 
I command thee this day, to do ¢hat which es right in 
the eyes of the Lorn thy God, 


nN CHAP. XIV. 
1 God's children muft not disfigure them/felves in mourning. 


3 What may, and what may not be caien, of beafis, 9 of 
21 That which dieth of itfelf 


Jifhes, 11 of fowls. 


muft not be eaten. 22 Tithing to be truly performed. 
23 Tithes and firftlings of caitle to be eaten before the 
LORD. 24 Whit is to be done in cafe of very diftant 
abode. 28 The third year’s tithes of alms and charity. 


Y E are the children of the Lorp your God: ye 


fhall not cut yourfelves, nor make any bald- 
nefs between your eyes for the dead. 


2 For thou art an holy people unto the Lorp thy’ 


God, and the Lorp hath chofen thee to be a pecu- 
liar people unto himfelf, above all the nations that 
gre upon the earth.. 

3 F Thou thalt not eat any abominable thing. 

4 Thefe are the beafts which ye fhall eat: the ox, 
the fheep, and the goat, / . 

6 The hart, and the roebuck, and the fallow deer, 
and the wild goat, and the pygarg, andthe wild ox, 
and the chamois... 

6 And every beaft that parteth the hoof, and 
cleaveth the cleft into two claws, and cheweth the 
cud among the beafts, that ye fhall eat. 

7 Neverthele(s thefe ye fhall not eat of them that 
chew the cud, or of them that divide the cloven hoof; 
as the camel, and the hare, and the coney: for they 
chew the cud, but divide not the hoof; ¢herefore they 
@re unclean unto you. 





13 Children of Belial, &c.] The word “ Belial,” fignifies one who 
is fubjeé&t to no law; and therefore a very proper word for the devil, 
and all the children of difobedience. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIII. 
This chapter teaches us, that we fhould, by all poffible and juft 
means, oppofe fuch as draw away others into error and wicked- 
nefs, yea, though they be our neareft relations; and that the 
church ought to make ufe of difcipline, and the means Jcfus 

Chrift has appointed, to prevent {eandals, to reclaim fuch as are 

the authors thereof, and to exclude them from the communion, 

if they become incorrigible. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 


i Ye feall nat cut yourfelzes] Thus the Hraelites are reminded 
4 










there, the tithe of thy corn, of thy wine, and of thine 












‘Tro fet his name there, when the Lorp thy God hath 
up the money in thine hand, and fhalt go unto the 


| foever thy foul lufteth after, for oxcn, or for fheep, 
‘or for wine, or for ftrong drink, or for whatfoc- 


8 And the {wine, becaufe it divideth the hoof, Belox 
yet cheweth not the cud, it zs unclean unto you: ye ARIsp 
fhall not cat of their flefh, nor touch their dead “* 
carcafe. 

99 Thefe ye fhall eat of all that ave in the waters: 
all that have fins and fecales fhall ye eat: 

10 And whatfoever hath not fins and fcales ye may 
not eat; it zs unclean unto you. 

11 I Of all clean birds ye fhall cat. 

22 But thefe are they of which ye fhall not eat: the 
eagle, and the offifrage, and the ofpray, 

13 And the glede, and the kite, and ihe vulture 
after his kind, 

14 And every raven aftcr his kind, 

15 And the owl, and the night hawk, and the 
cuckow, and the hawk after his kind, 

16 The little owl, and the great owl, and the fwan, 

17 And the pelican, and the gier eagle, and the 
cormorant, : 

18 And the ftork, and the heron after her kind, 
and the lapwing, and the bar. 

Ig And every creeping thing that flieth zs unclean 
unto you: they fhall not be eaten. 

20 But of all clean fowls ye may eat. 

21% Ye thall not eatofany thing that dicth of itfelf: 
thou fhalt give it unto the ftranger that zsin thy gates, 
that he may eat it; or thou mayett fell it unto an alien: 
for thou aré an holy people unto the Lorp thy God. 
Thou fhalt not feethe a kid in his mother’s milk. 

22 9 Thou fhalt truly tithe all the increafe of thy 
feed, that the ficld bringeth forth year by year. 

23% And thou fhalt cat before the Loxp thy God, 
in the place which he fhall choofe to place his name 


oi], and the firftlings of thy herds and of thy flocks; 
that thou mayeft learn to fear the Lorn thy God al- 
ways. 

24 Q And if the way be too long for thee, fo that 
thou art not able to carry it; or if the place be too 
far from thee, which the Lorp thy God fhall choofe 


bleffed thee: 
25 Then fhalt thou turn z into money, and bind 


place which the Lorp thy God fhall choofe: 
26 And thou fhalt beftow that money for what- 


ver thy foul defireth: and thou fhalt eat there be- 
fore the Lory thy God, and thou fhalt rejoice, thou, 
and thine houfhold, 

27 And the Levite that zs within thy gates; thou 
fhalt not forfake him; for he hath no part nor inhe- 
ritance with thee. 

28 @ At the end of three years fhalt thou bring 
forth ali the tithe of thine increafe the fame year, 
and fhale lay z¢ up within thy gates: 

29 And the Levite, (becaule he hath no part nor 
inheritance with thee,) and the ftranger, and the fa- 
therlefs and the widow, which aye within thy gates, 
fhall come, and fhall eat-and be fatisfied; that the 
Loxv thy God may blefs thee in all the work of 
thine hand which thou doctt. 

CHAP. 





that they were the children of the Lord their God; that therefore 
they were to bear all evil accidents and afflictions with patience; 
they were not to forrow as men without hope; being intitled after 
death to an heavenly and eternal inheritance. 

3 Any abominable thing.| i-e. Any thing which I have made abo- 
minable to you, or put far from you. 

5 The hart, and the roebuck, &c.] Mott probably the beafts which 
Mofes here enumerates, are the decr, the antelope, the wild beeve, 
the goat deer, the white bullock, the buffalo, and the jeraffu, or 
mountain goat. 

29 And foall eat and be fatisfied, &.] The Hebrew writers, con- 
eerning the diftribution of tithe, tell us, that the owner of the field, 
when the poor paffed by him, and he had there the tithe of the poor, 
gave to every one of them that pafied by, fo much of that tithe as 


would fatisfy him. 
GENERAL 








of the year of releafe. 


Before 
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CHAP. 


C H A P.. XV. 


1 The feventh year a year of releafe for the poor. 7 It 
muft be no hindrance to lending or giving. 12 An 
Hebrew fervant, unlefs he be unwilling to depart, muft 
in the feventh year go forth free and well furnifhed. 
1g All firfiling males of the cattle are to be fanttified 
unto the LORD. 


A T the end of every feven years thou fhalt make 
a releafe. : 
2 And this zs the manner of the releafe: Every 
creditor that lendeth augh/ unto his neighbour fhal! 


releafe zt; he fhall not exa& 7¢ of his neighbour, or of J: 


his brother; becaufe it ja:called the Lorp’s réleafe. 

3 Of a foreigner thou mayelt exa& 7 again:, but 
that which is thine with thy brother thine hand fhall 
releafe; ee 

4 Save when there fhall be no poor among you; 
for the Lorn fhall greatly blefs thee in the iand 
which the Lorn thy God giveth thee for an inheri- 
tance to poffefs it : 

§ Only if thou carefully hearken unto the voice 
of the Lorp thy God, to obferve to do all thefe 
commandments which I command thee this day. 

6 For the Lorn thy God bleffeth thee, as he pro- 
mifed thee : and thou fhalt lend unto many nations, 
but thou fhalt not borrow; and thou fhalt reign over 
many nations, but they fhall not reign over thee. 

7 “If there be amongyou apoor man of oneof thy 
brethren within any of thy gates in thy land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee, thou fhalt nothardenthine 


-heart, nor fhut thine hand from tiy poor brother : 


8 But thou fhalt open thine hand wide unto him, 
and fhall furely Jénd him fufficient for his need za 
that which he wanteth. 

9 Beware that there be not athought in thy wicked 
heart, faying, The feventh year, the year of releafe, is 
at hand; and thine eye be evil againft thy poor bro- 
ther, and thou giveft him nought; and he cry unto 
the Lorn againft thee, and it be fin unto thee. 

10 Thou fhalt furely give him, and thine heart 
fhall not be grieved when thou giveft unto him: be-~ 
caufe that for this thing the Lorp thy God fhall 
blefs thee in all thy works, and in all that thou put- 
teft thine hand unto. 

11 For the poor fhall never ceafe out of the land: 
therefore I command thee, faying, Thou fhalt open 
thine hand wide unto thy brother, .to thy poor, and 
to thy needy, in thy land. 

12 I Andif thy brother, an Hebrew man, or an 
Hebrew woman, be fold unto thee, and ferve thee 
fix years; then in the feventh year thou fhaltlet him 
go free from thee. 

13 And when thou fendeft him out free from thee, 
thou fhalt not let him go away empty : 

14 Thou fhalt furnifh him liberally out of thy 
flock, and out of thy floor, and out of thy wineprefs: 
of that wherewith the Lorp thy God hath bleffed 
thee thou fhalt give unto him. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 

‘The inftructions to be drawn from this chapter are, that thofe who 
have a better hope, fhould not affliét themfelves beyond meafure 
for the deceafed : that the creatures of God are to be ufed with 
fobriety and thankfulnefs, and in fuch a manner that nobody may 
be f{candalized ; that the minifters of the church fhould be main- 
tained; and that care fhould be taken ofthe poor. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 

4 Save when therefoall be no poor among you, &e.| It would bemuch 
better if rendered, as in the margin, “ ‘I'o the end that there be no 
poor among you, or that none among you may be pinched by ex- 
treme poverty.” 

g Beaware that there be nat a theught ia thy wicked heart, &c.] Here 
Mofes gives the Ifraclitcsa charge, that they fhould look upon every 
poor neighbour as a member of the fame happy fociety, equally re- 
lated to God as himfelf; who, therefore, would be fure to punith all 
uncharitablenefs to fuch as were his own, as he wou'd be to blefs and 
reward thofe, whe, witha generous and bountiful heart,shumbly and 
gratefully depended upon his providence,andyobcyed his commands. 

No. 16. 


XV. XVI. 


15 Andthou fhalt remember that thou waft a 
bondman in the land of Egypt, and the Lorn thy 
God redeemed thee: therefore I command thee this 
thing to day. 

16 And 1t fhall be, if he fay unto thee, I will not 
go away from thee; becaufe he loveth thee and thine 
houfe, becaufe he is well with thee; 

17 Then thou fhalt take an aul, and thruft z 
through his ear unto the door, and he fhall be thy 
fervant for ever. And alfo unto thy maidfervant 
thou fhalt do likewife. 

18 It fhall not feem hard unto thee, when thou 
fendeft him away free from thee; for he hath been 
worth a double hired fervant éo thee, in ferving thee 
fix years: and the Lorp thy God fhall blefs thee in 
all that thou doeft. 

19 @ All the firftling males that come of thy herd 
and of thy flock thou fhalt fanétify unto the Lorp 
thy God: thou fhalt do no work with ‘the firftling of 


| thy bullock, nor fhear the firftling of thy fheep. 


20 Thou fhalt eat it before the Lonp thy God 
year by year in the place which the Lorp fhall 
choofe, thou and thy houfhold. 

21 And if there be any blemifh therein, as if it be 


The feaft of the paffover- 
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lame, or blind, or have any ill blemifh, thou fhale not 


facrifice it unto the Lorp thy God. 

22 Thou fhalt eat it within thy gates: the unclean 
andthe clean per/on /hall eat it alike, as the roebuck, 
and as the hart. aac 

23 Only thou fhalt not eat the blood thereof; thou 
fhalt pour it upon the ground as water. 


CHAP. XVI. 

1 The feaft of the paffover, 9 of weeks, 13 oftabernacies. 
16 ie Bahk: i according ae ability at 
thefe three feafls. 18 Of judges, and of juftice. 21 
Groves and images are forbidden. 

BSERVE the month of Abib, and keep the 

paffover unto'the Lorp thy God: for in the 
month of Abib the Lorp thy God brought thee 
forth out of Egypt by night. 

_ 2 Thou fhalt therefore facrifice the paffover unto 

the Lorp thy God, ofthe flock and the herd, in the 

place which the Loxp fhall choofe to place his name 


4 there. 


3 Thou fhalt eat no leavened bread withit; feven 
days fhalt thou eat unleavened bread therewith, even 
the bread of affliftion; for thou cameft forth out of 
the land of Egypt in hafte: that thou mayeft remem~ 
ber the day when thou cameft forth out of the land 
of Egypt all the days of thy life. 

4 And there fhall be no leavened bread feen with 
thee in all thy coaft feven days; neither fhall there 
any thing of the flefh, which thou facrificedft the firft 
day at even, remain all night until the morning. 

5 Thou mayeft not facrifice the paffover within 
any of thy gates, which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee : 

6 But at the place which the Lorp thy God fhall 

% choofe 








18 Worth a double hived fervant, &c.} The ordinary time fer 
hiring mercenary fervants, was not Icfs than one year, nor more 
than three years : ‘¢ Within three years, as the ycars of an hireling,”” 
fays [/ziah, xvi. 14. but the bond-fervant, having ferved fix years, 
is therefore faid to be worth a double hired fervant, in ferving fix 
years. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XV. 


Weare taught from this chapter, to treat our fervants with.equity. 
and gentlenefs, and not to be fevere in exacting oufdebts from 
the poor; to take great care of people in want, and never to for~ 
fake them, fincé it is acrying fin to opprefs them, or leave them 
deftitute of help; and that Ged will extend his bleffings to thofe 
who have compaffion on the miferable, . 


EXPLANA@ Y NOTES on CHAP. XVI 
3 The bread of affiiation, &e.] ‘Thus called becanfe it was infipid, 
and not eafily digefted ; and therefore fery cd ic put themin mind of 
their affli@ed flate in Egypt. 
3 F g Bod 


The feafts of weeks, and of tabernacles. DEUTERONOMY. 


choofe to place his name in, there thou fhalt facrifice j trees near unto the altar of the Loan thy God, which e 


Before 
eines T the paffover ateven, at the going down of the fun, at 
the feafon thar thou cameft forth out of Egypt. 

7 And thou fhalt roaft and eat zt in the place which 
the Lonxp thy God fhall choofe : and thou fhalt turn 
in the morning, and go into thy tents. 

8 Six days thdu fhalt eat unleavened bread: and 
onthe ‘feventh day /hall de a folemn affembly to the 
Lorop thy God: thou fhaltdo no work therezn. 

g @ Seven weeks fhalt thou number unto thee: 
begin to number the feven weeks from fuch tzme as 
thou beginneft éo put the fickle to the corn. : 

10 And thou fhalt keep the [eaft of weeks unto the 
Lorn thy God with a tribute of a free-will offering 
of thine hand, which thou fhale give unto the LORD 
thy God,according asthe Lorn thy God hath bleiled 
thee : ; : 

11 And thou fhaltrejoice beforethe Lorn thy God, 
thou, and thy fon, and thy daughter, and thy manfer- 
vant,and thy maidfervant, and the Levite that zs within 
thy gates, and the ftranger, and the fatherlefs, and the 
widow, that ave among you,-in the place which the 
Lorp thy God hath chofen to place bis name there. 

a2 And thou fhalt remember that thou waft a 
bondman in Egypt: and thou fhalt obferve and do 
thefe ftatutes. ; 

13 9 Thou fhalt obrerve the fealt of tabernacles 
feven days, after that thou haft gathered in thy corn 
and thy wine: 

14 And thou fhalt rejoice inthy feaft, thou,and thy 
fon, and thy daughter, and thy manfervant, and thy 
maidfervant, and the Levite, the ftranger, and the 
fatherlefs, and the widow, that ave within thy gates. . 

15 Seven days fhalt thou keep a folemn feaft unto 
the Lorn thy God in the place which the Lorn 
fhall choofe : becaufe the Lorp thy God fhall blefs 
thee in all thine increafe, and in all the works of 
thine hands, therefore thou fhalt furely rejoice. 

16 Q Three times ina year fhall all thy males ap- 

ear before the Lorn thy God in the ptace which he 
fhall choofe; in the feaftof unleavened bread, and in 
the feaft of weeks, and in the feaft of tabernacles: and 
they fhall not appear before the Lorp empty: 

17 Every man /hall give as he is able, according 
to the bleffing of the Lorp thy God which he hath 
given thee. 7 : 

18 ( Judges and officers fhalt thou make thee in 
all thy gates, which the Lorn thy God giveth thee, 
throughout thy tribes: and they fhall judge the 
people with juft judgment. 

19 Thou fhalt not wreft judgment; thou fhalt not 
refpe@ perfons, neither take a gift: fora gift doth 
blind the eyes of the wife, and pervert the words of 
the righteous. 

20 That which is altogether juft fhalt thou follow, 
that thou mayeft live, and inherit the land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee. 

21 2 Thou fhalt not plant thee a grove of any 





_ 7 And go inta thy tents.] Into thine own habitations. ‘The words 

are only a permiffion, not an abfolute command: after they had 

eaten the pafchal lamb, they were permitted to returnhome, ifthey 
leafed. : 7 

e 9 Seven weeks fealt thau number, &.} The feat of Pentecaft was 

kept in folemn commemoration of the awful delivery of the law at 

mount Sinai; and in thankfulnefs to God for the fruirs of the year. 

13 The feaft of tabernacles, &e.] Which feaft was inftituted in 
order to commemorate the providential prefervation of the Ifraelites, 
deren wandering in the wildernefs. 

18 “YudeMMand officers halt thou make thee in all thy gates, &e.) 
Judges were accordingly appointed, and tribunals ereétcd, in every 
city, to determine ail differences arifing ont of thé law, though not 
as to the power‘of life and death.-.It was cuftomary -for the Ifraclites 
to keep their courts in thegates, or in the chambers over the gates 
of their cities; which cuftom accounts’ expreffion, ‘€ In all 
thy gates.” : 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
This chapter conveys the following inftructions: that as the Jews 


| 
! 


li 





Idolaters to be put to death, 


thou fhale make thee. 
22 Neither fhalt thou fet thee up any image ; 


which the Lorp thy God hateth. 
CHAP. XVII. 


1 The thing facrificed muft be found. 2 Idolaters muft be 
‘ puttodesth. 8 Hard controverfies muft be determined 
by the priefts and judges, the contemner of whofe deter- 
mination muft be put to death. 14 The eletiion and 
duty of a king. . 


HOU fhalt not facrifice unto the Lorp thy God 

any bullock, or fheep, wherein is blemifh, or 
any evil favourednefs: for that is an abomination 
unto the Lorn thy God. : 

2% Ifthere be tound among you, within any of thy 
gates which the Lory thy God giveth thee, man or 
woman, that hath wrought wickednefs in the fight of 
the Loxrp thy God, in tranfercffing his covenant, 

3 And hath gone and ferved other gods, and wor- 
fhipped them, either the fun or moon, or any of the 
hoft of heaven, which I have not commanded ; 

4 Andit be told thee, and thou haft heard of it, 
and enquired diligently, and, behold, z de true, and 
the thing certain, hat fuch abomination is wrought 
in Hrael: 

§ Then fhale thou bring forth that man or that 
woman, which have committed that wicked thing, 
unto thy gates, even that man or that wo.an,and fhalt 
ftone them with ftones, till they die. 

6 Atthe mouth of two witneffes, or three witnefles, 
fhall he that is worthy of death be put to death; Jué at 
the mouth ofone witnels he fhall not be put to death. 

7 The hands of the witnelJes {hall be firft upon 
him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of 
all the people. So thou fhaJt put the evil away from 
among you. 

8.4 If there arife a matter too hard for thee in 
judgment, between blood and blood; between plea 
and plea, and between ftroke and ftroke, deing mat- 
ters of controverfy.within thy gates: then fhalt thou 
arife, and get thee up into the place which the Lorp 
thy God fhall choofe ; 

9 And thou fhalt come unto the priefts the Le-~ 


vites, and unto the judge that fhall be in thofe days, 


and enquire; and they fhall fhew thee the fentence 
of judgment: 

10 And thou fhalt do according to the fentence, 
which they ofthat place which the Lorop fhall choole 
fhall fhew thee; and thou fhalt obferve todo accord~ 
ing to all that they inform thee : ; 

11 According to the fentence of the law which 
they fhall teach thee, and according to the judgment 
which they fhall tell thee, thou fhalt do: thou fhalt 
not decline from the fentence which they fhall fhew 
thee, tothe right hand, nor éo the Ieft. 


12 And the manthat will do prefumptuoufly, and 
will 





obferved certain feaftsin memory ofnational mercies, fo Chriftians 

ought to cclebrate God’s goodnefs with greater zeal and devotion, 

not only at peculiartimes, but at all times, and in all their ways ; 
for the life of a Chriftian ought to be a perpetual feaft: that ma- 
giltrates and judges ought to adminiiter exact juftice, take no 
bribe, nor have refpect of perfons; and that every {peciés of 
idolatry fhould be avoided, and whatever might be an occafion 
of fin or fcand:1 to ourfelves or others. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII 

3 Any of the bift of lvasen, &c.| ioc. Any of the ftars, many of 
which were worlhipped by the neighbouring nations ; as the dog 
ftar by the Eovptians, who imagined that the foul of Ifiy had been 
tranfported thither after death. 

f have ust esamanded.| i.e. Lhave forbidden. 

8 Retqve-n blod and blad, &c.| Ina quettion that may arife, whe- 
therman hath committed wilfu] murder or only catual. 

Stroke, &ce] i, ec. Plague; the Chaldee tranflateth it, The plague 
of leprofy, wherein there might be difficulties that the prieft could 
not eafily judge. 

16 He 








The elettion and duty ofa hing CHAP. XVIIL A prophet to arife, ihe unto Mofes. 


Refore will not hearken unto the prieft that ftandeth to mi- 
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nifter there before the Lorn thy God, or unto the 
judge, even that man fhall die: and thou fhalt put 
away the evil from Ifracl. 

13 And all the people fhall hear, and fear, and 


do no more prefumptuoufly. 


the Lory thy God giveth thee, and fhalt poffefs ir, 
and fhalc dwell therein, and fhale fay, I will fet a 
king over’ me, like as all the nations that are about 
me ; 

15 Thou fhalt in any wife {ct him king over thee, 
whom the Lorp thy God fhall choofe: one from 
among thy brethren fhalt thou fet king over thee: 
thou mayeft not fet a ftranger over thee, which zs not 
thy brother. ~ : 

16 But he fhall not multiply horfes to himfelf, nor 
caufe the people to return to Egypt, to the end that 
he fhould multiply horfes: foralmuch as the Lorp 
hath faid'unto him, Ye fhall henceforth return no 
more that way. 

17 Neither fhall he multiply wives to himlelf, that 
his heart turn not away: neither fhall he greatly 
multiply to himfelf filver and gold. 

18 And it fhall be, when he fitteth upon the 
throne of his kingdom, that he fhall write him a 
copy of this law in a book out of that which is before 
the priefts the Levites: 

ag And it fhall be with him, and he fhall read 
therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to 
fear the Lorn his God, to keep all, the words of this 
law and thefe ftatutes, to do them: 

20 That his heart be not lifted up abeve his bre- 
thren, and that he turn not afide from the command- 
ment, fo the right hand, or éo the left: to the end 
that he may prolong Ais days in the kingdom, he, 
and his children, in the midft of Ifrael. : 


CHAP. XVIII. 


1 The LORD is the inheritance of the priefts and Le- 
vites. 3 The pricf’s due. 6 All Levites who minifter 
are entitled to like portions, g The abominations of 
the Canaanites to be avoided. 15 A prophet to arife, 
like unto Mofes, whé muft be hearkened unto. 20 The 
profumptuous prophet mufl be put to death, 21 How 


he may be known. 


HE priefts the Levites, and all the tribe of 
Levi, fhall have no part nor inheritance with 
Ifrael: they fhall eat the offcrings of the Lorn 
made by fire, and his inheritance. 
2 Therefore fhall they have no inheritance among 
their brethren: the Lorp 7s their inheritance, as he 
hath faid unto them. 


3 And. this fhall be the prieft’s due from the 





16 Me foall nat nuliiply horfes, &.] For the reafon given in the 
next words; it was cultomary to buy horfes out of Egypt, and fo 
it continued to the days of Solomom. 

17 Neither shall he multiply wivesy &c.] For fear of being feduced 
from the true rcligion, by marrying the worfhippers of flrange 
gods, as Solomon was. 4 

18 Shall write hina copy of this law, &c-] Many hereby under- 
ftand the book of Deuteronomy, which is an abridgment of the 
law ; others are of opinion, that 1t means.the whois pentateach. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII 
We learn hence, to oppofe thofe who would turn us away from the 

true worlhip of God, and the obedience we owe to him; that 

Chriftians fhould fubmir themfelves to their {piritual and temporal 

guides; that kings and magiftrates ought not to heap up riches, 

live dcliciou{ly, or opprefs the people, but live within the bounds 

of humilicy, govern the people with equity. and, above ali, me- 

ditate on the law of God, and conform themfelves ftri¢tly to it. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 

3 The two cheeks, and the maw.) See Lew. vii. 32. By © the 
maw?" i3 meant the flomach, which was accounted by the antientsa 
great dainty. 2 : 

6 Come with ail the delve of bis mind, &c.] In order to encourage 
al] tho‘e of the facred order to take deJight in the exercife of their 


| 


14 @ When thou art come unto the land which [ 
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people, from them that offer a facrifice, whether 7 
ée ox or fheep; and they fhall give unto the prieft 
the fhoulder, and the two cheeks, and the maw. 

4 The firftfruit alfo of thy corn, of thy wine, and 
of thine oiJ, and the firft of the fleece of thy fheep, 
fhalt thou give him. 7 

§ For the Lorn thy God hath chofen him out of 
all. thy tribes, to ftand to minifter in the name of the 
Lorn, him and his fons for ever.. ‘ 

6 @ And if a Levite come from any of thy gate 
out of ali Ifrael, where he fojourned, and come 
with all the defire of his mind unto the place which 
the Lorp fhall choofe; 

7 Then he fhall minifter in the name of the Lorp 
his God, as all his brethren the Levites do, which 
ftand there before the Lorp. : 

8 They fhall have like portions to eat, befide that 
which cometh of the fale of his patrimony. 

9 § When thou art come into the land which the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee, thou fhale not learn to 
do after the abominations of:thofe nations. 

10 There fhall not be found among you any one 
that maketh his fon or his daughter to pafs through. 
the fire, er that ufeth divination, or an obferver of 
times, or an enchanter, or a witch, 

. 41 Ora charmer, or a confulter with familiar fpi- 
rits, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 

12 For all that do thefe things are an abomina-~ 
tion unto the Lorp: and becaufe of thefe abomi- 
nations the Lox» thy God doth drive them out 
from before thee. ; 

13 Thou fhalt be perfe& with the Lorp thy God. 

14 For thefe nations, which thou fhale poffefs, 
hearkened unto obfervers of times, and unto di- 


viners: but as for thee, the Lorp thy God hath not - 


fuffered thee fo éo do. 

15 Y The Lorn thy God will raife unto thee a 
Prophet from the midft of thee, of thy brethren, 
like unto me; unto him ye fhall hearken; 

16 According to all that thou defireft of the 
Lorp thy'God in Horeb in the day of the affembly, 
faying, Let me not hear again the voice of the 
Lorp my God, neither Ict me fee this great fire any 
more, that I die not. 

17 And the Lorp faid unto me, They have well 
{poken that which they have fpoken. 

18 I will raife them up a Prophet from among 
their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 
words in his mouth; and he fhall {peak unto them 
all that I fhall command him. 

1g And it fhall come to pais, thaé whofoever will 
not hearken unto my words which he fhall fpeak in 
thy name, I will require zé of him. 

20 4 But the prophet, which fhall prefume to 
fpeak a word in my name, which I have not com- 

; manded 





miniftry, and to promote the honour of divine fervice, he appointed 
that fuch of the priefts as chofe to ferve at the tabernacle out of 
their ordinary courfe, and addicted themfelves to a conftant attend~ 
ance upon the public miniftry, fhould’ have the fame continual al- 
lowance with the priefts and the Levires in waiting. | 

10 du obferver cf times] Signifying that fort of divination which 
confifted in obferving the face of the heavens, the motion and figure 
of the clouds, the appearance of meteors, thunder, lightning, and 
the like. 

Or an enchanter} i. e« One who divines by means of ferpents. 

Orawiich.] ic. One who does mifchief to men or beafts by evil 
ais. ‘ 

11 Or a charmer] i.e. One who pretends to foretel future events 
from the pofitions of the planets. . 

Or a necromancer.) i. e. One whe enquires of the deadyor a con- 
fulter of dead idols. 


t5 Like unto me, Sce.]  Certainly’thefe words are applicable to_ 


none but the Meffiah, who was a fecond Jaw-giver, like unto Mofes, 
which none of the prophets were; nor had any of the other prophets, 
but the Meffiah, fuch a near and familiar intercourfe with God as 
Mofes. * 

18 And will put my words, &c-] Surely this predi€tion was fully 
accomplithed in our Saviour, who, though he confirmed his do¢trine 
by miracles, yet were they calculated to promote the good of man- 
kind, and not to render him an object of dread and terror. 


Before 
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The cities of refuge. DEUTERONOMY. The punzfhment of a falfe witnels, 


manded him to fpeak, or that fhall peak in the nameyfthen fhait thou add three cities more for thee, be- Before 


Before 
CHRIsp 


CHRIST OF other gods, even that prophet fhall die. 


1457. 


21 And if thou fay in thine heart, How fhall we 
know the word which the Lor» hath not fpoken? 

22 When a prophet fpeaketh in the name of the 
Lorp, if the thing follow not, nor come to pafs, that 
zs the thing which the Lorp hath not fpoken, dut 
the prophet hath fpoken it prefumptuoufly: thou 
fhalt not be afraid of him. 


CHAP. XIX. 


1 The cities of refuge. 4 The privilege thereof allowed 
tothe manflayer ; 11 but not to him that is guilty of wil- 
ful murder. 14. The landmark not to be removed. 15 
Two witneffes at the leaft are required to prove a cri- 
minal fatt. 16 The punifhment of a falfe witne/s. 


HEN the Lorp thy God hath cut off the na- 

tions, whofe land the Lorp thy God giveth 

thee, and thou fucceedeft them, and dwelleft in their 
cities, and in their houles; 

2 Thou fhalt feparate three cities for thee in the 
midft of thy land, which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee to poffefs it. 

3 Thou fhalt prepare thee a way, and divide the 
coafts of thy land, which the Lory thy God giveth 
thee to inherit, into three parts, that every flayer 
may flee thither. 

4 @ And this zs the cafe of the flayer, which fhall 
flee thither, that he may live: whofo killeth his 
neighbour ignorantly, whom he hated not in time 

aft is ‘ 
s 3 As when a man goeth into the wood with his 
neighbour to hew wood, and his hand fetcheth a 
ftroke with the axe to cut down the tree, and the 
head flippeth from the helve, and lighteth upon his 
neighbour, that he die; he fhall flee unto one of 
thofe cities, and live: : 

6 Left the avenger of the blood purfue the flayer, 
while his heart is hot, and overtake him, becaufe 
the way is long, and flay him; whereas he was not 
worthy of death, inafmuch as he hated him not in 
time pat. ‘ 

7 Wherefore I command thee, faying, Thou fhalt 
feparate three cities for thee. 

8 And if the Lory thy God enlarge thy coaft, as 
he hath fworn unto thy fathers, and give thee all the 
land which he promifed to give unto thy fathers ; 

g If thou fhalt keep all thefe commandments to 
do them, which I command thee this day, to love 
the Lonp thy God, and to walk ever in his way; 


a a renee 

20 That prophet feall die} He thall be judged, and condemned 
to death by the magiftrate. 

22 Ifthe thing fallow net, &c.] i.e. If a prophet appeal to fome 
miracle or future event, as an abfolute fign of his being fent from 
God, and the miracle fhould fail, or the predi€tion not-be fulfilled, 
he fhall be confidered as an impoftor. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVHI. 


From this chapter we may note, that it isa great fin to ufe divination, 
obferve times, and other fuperftitious rites, and that thefe practices 
ought not to be fuffered among thoft who know the true God : and 
that the command given by God, not to Jiften to falfe prophets, 
fhews us that we muft not believeall forts of teachers and doétrines, 
but try the perfons that teach, and avoid thofe that preach dottrines 
contrary to the {cripturcs, and obey thofe that declare the truth. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 

1 In the midf of the land, &c.] i. e. Within thy land; they were 
to be placed fo conveniently in feveral parts of the country, that 
men. might eafily and fpeedily flee to them. 

3 Thou palt prepare thee a way.] Becaufe the fenate, or Jewith 
roagiftrates, were obliged to prepare the ways to the cities of re- 
fuge; and they fet people every year upon this work: thefe ways 
were thirty-two cubits in breadth, withour any impediments or ob- 
ftru@tions in them, 2 

Divide the coafts of thy land, &c.] _ They were to divide their pof- 
feffions into three equal parts, and in the central part of each they 
were to open an afylum, that, being nearly at an equal diftance with 
refpeat to the inhabicants of each diftriét, cach might enjoy the fame 
benefic froin them. 


4 


fide thefe three: 

10 That innocent blood be not fhed in thy land, 

which the Lorp thy God giveth thee for an inheri- 
tance, and fo blood be upon thee. 
, 11 @ But if any man hate his neighbour, and lie 
in wait for him, and rife up againft him, and fmite 
him mortally that he die, and fleeth into one of thefe 
cities: 

12 Then the elders of his city fhall fend and fetch 
him thence, and deliver him into the hand of the 
avenger of blood, that he may die. 

13 Thine eye fhall not pity him, but thou fhalt 
put away the guz/t of innocent blood from Hrael, that 
it may go well with thee. 

14 2 Thou fhalt not remove thy neighbour’s land~ 
mark, which they of old time have fet in thine inhe.~ 
ritance, which thou fhalt inherit in‘the land that the 
Lorp thy God giveth thee to poffefs it. 

15 J One witnefs fhall not rife up againft a man 
for any iniquity, or for any fin, in any fin that he fin. 
neth: at the mouth of two witneffes, or at the mouth 
of three witneffes, fhall the matter be eftablithed. 

16 4 Ifa falfe witnefs rife up againft any man to 
tehtify again{t him that which is wrong ; 

17 Then both the men, between whom the con- 
troverfy zs, fhall ftand before the Lorn, before the 
priefts and the judges, which fhall be in thofe days; 

18 And the judges fhall make diligent inquifition: 
and, behold, zf the witnefs Ze a falfe witnefs, and 
hath teftified falfely againft his brother; 

1g Then fhall ye do untohim, as he had thought 
to have done unto his brother: fo fhalt thou put 
the evil away from among you. ; 

20 And thofe which remain fhall-hear, and fear, 
and fhall henceforth commit no more any fuch evil 
among you. 

21 And thine eye fhall not pity ; ut life /rall go 
for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, 
foot for foot. 


CHAP. XX. 


1 The pricf’s exhortation before the batile. 5 The officer's 
proclamation fignifying who are to be difmiffed. 10 
How the cities that accept or refufe the proclamation of 
peace are to be treated. 16 The cities of the feven na- 
tions are devoted to utter deftruttion. 19 Trees good 
for food muft not be cut down in the fiege. 
HEN thou goeft out to battle again{t thine 
enemies, and feeft horfes, and chariots, and a 
people more than thou, be noiafraid of them: forthe 
Lorn 





9 Then thou foalt add three cities more, & ] The bounds of the 
children of Ifrael, in king David’s time, were quite to the river 
Euphrates yet three other cities were not added; fo that we may 
conjecture that David did not drive out the heathen which were 
beyond Lebanon, but only fubdued and made them tributary. 

12 Theelders of bis city faall fend and fetch ] ix thence, &c.) Thus, 
upon any fufpicion or information of murder, laid againit any one 
that took refuge there, the magiftrate of the town or diftri¢t where 
the faét was committed, fhall fend for the perfon out of the refuge~ 
town, bring him to a fair trial, and, upon a clear evidence of wilful 
murder, fhaJl condemn him to death, and caufe execution to be 
done, without fear, partiality, or affection. 

- at Eye for eye, tooth for tooth, &c.] Read the note on Lude xxiv. 2c. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


We are taught from this chapter, that wilful murder js a crime that 
fhonld never pafs unpunifhed by the magiftrate ; that land-marks 
are not to be removed ; and that falfe witneffes fhould fuffer the 
fame punifhment as would have been inflifted upon thofe againft 
whom they gave their teimony. Hence we may fec, that it is 
the will of God, that juftice and uprightnefs fhould take place in 
focieties, and that they who wrong their neighbours, by bearing 
falfe witnefs, or in any other manner, expofe themfelves to God’s 
vengeance, 


- EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 

1 And fecfh borfes, and chariits, &C.) ‘The armics of the Ifraclites 
confifted wholly of foot, and their Jaw feems to have continued fos 
in order toa more intire reliance upon God, the Canaanites and 
other nations having the advantage of chariots and horfes. 
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The exhortation before a battle. CHAP. XXI. Of murder committed by perfons unknown. 


Before Lorp thy God zs with thee, which che th 
a y » wh broug ee up 


345i. 


18 That they teach you not to do after all their Before, 


abominations, which they have done unto their 44$ 2 





‘zs fearful and fainthearted ? let him go and return 


out of the land of Egypt. 

2 And it fhall be, when ye are come nigh unto 
the battle, that the prieft fhall approach and fpeak 
unto the pcople, ‘ 

3 And thall fay unto them, Hear, O Ifrael, ye ap- 
proach this day unto battle againft your enemies: 
Jet not your hearts faint, fear not, and do not trem- 
ble, neither be ye terrified becaufe of them ; 

4 For the Lorp your God zs he that goeth with 
you, to fight for you againft your enemies, to fave 

ou. 

5 J And the officers fhall fpeak unto the people, 
faying, What man 7s there that hath built a new 
houfe, and hath not dedicated it? let him go and 
return to his houfe, Jeft he die in the battle, and 
another man dedicate it. 

6 And what man ?s de that hath planted a vine- 
yard, and hath not ye¢ eaten of it? let him alfo go 
and return unto his houfe, left he die in the battle, 
and another man eat of it. 

g And what man is there that hath betrothed a 
wife, and hath not taken her? let him go and return 
unto his hoyle, left he die in the battle, and another 
man take her. 

8 And the officers fhall fpeak further unto the 
people, and they fhall fay, What man is ¢here that 


gods; fo fhould ye fin againft the Lorp your God. 

_ 1g & When thou fhalt befiege a city a long time, 
in making war againft it to take it, thou fhalt not 
deflroy the trees thereof by forcing an ax againit 
them: for thou mayeft eat of them, and thou fhalt 
not cut them down (for the tree of the field is man’s 
life) to employ them in the fiege: 

20 Qnly the trees which thou knoweft that they 
be not trees for meat, thou fhalt deftroy and cut 
them down; and thou fhalt build bulwarks againft 
the city that maketh war with thee, until it be fub- 


dued. 


































CHA P. XX. 


1 The expiation of a murder, when the flayer zs unknown. 
10 The ufage of a captive taken to wife. 15 The firft- 
born not to be difinherited upon private affeltion. 18 
A rebellious fon muft be floned to death. 22 The malea 

faktor muft not hang all night on a tree. 


F one be found flain in the land which the Lorn 
thy God giveth thee to poffefs it, lying in the 
field, and it be not known who hath flain him: 

2 Then thy elders and thy judges fhall come 
forth, and they fhall meafure unto the cities which 
are round about him that is flain: 

3 And it fhall be, that the city which is next unto 
the flain man, even the elders of that city fhall take 
an heifer, which hath not been wrought with, and 
which hath not drawn in the yoke; 

4 And the elders of that city fhall bring down 
the heifer unto a rough valley, which is neither 
eared nor fown, and fhall ftrike off the heifer’s neck 
there in the valley: 

5 And the priefts the fons of Levi fhall come near; 
for them the Lorp thy God hath chofen to minifter 
unto him, and to blefs in the name of the Lorp; 
and by their word fhall every controverfy and every 
‘ftroke be tricd: 
| 6 And ali the elders of that city, that are next 

unto the flain man, fhall wafh their hands over the 
heifer that is beheaded in the valley: 

And they fhall anfwer and fay, Our hands have 
not fhed this bload, neither have our eyes feen zt. 

8 Be merciful, O Lorp, unto thy people Ifrael, 
whom thou haft redeemed, and lay not innocent 
blood unto thy people of Ifrael’s charge. And the 
} blood fhall be forgiven them. 

So fhalt thou put away the gui/t of innocent 
blood from among you, when thou fhalt do that 
which is right in the fight of the Lorp. 

10 @ When thou goeft forth to war againft thine 
enemies, and the Lorp thy God hath delivered 
them into thine hands, and thou haft taken them 
captive, 

11 And feeft among the captives a beautiful wo- 
man, and haft a defire unto her, that thou wouldeft 


have her to thy wife ; 
iz Then 


unto his houfe, left his brethren's heart faint as well 
as his heart. 

9 And it fhall be, when the officers have made an 
end of {peaking unto the people, that they fhall 
make captains of the armics to lead the people. ! 

10% When thou comeft nigh unto the city to fight 
againft it, then proclaim peace unto it. 

11 And it fhall be, if it make thee anfwer of 
peace, and open unto thee, then it fhall be, that all 
the people hat zs found therein fhall be tributaries 
unto thee, and they fhall ferve thee. 

12 And ifit will make no peace with thee, but will 
make war againft thee, then thou fhalt befiege it: . 

13 And when the Lorp thy God hath delivered 
jt into thine hands, thou fhalt finite every male 
thercof with the edge of the fword: 

14 But the women, and the little ones, and the 
cattle, and all that is in the city, even all the fpoil 
thereof, fhalt thou take unto thyfelf; and thou {hale 
eat the fpoil of thine enemies, which the Lorn thy 
God hath given thee. , 

15 Thus fhale thou do unto all the cities whzch 
are very far off froin thee, which wre not of the cities. 
of thefe nations. 

16 F But of the cities of thefe people, which the 
Lorn thy God doth give thee for an inheritance, 
thou fhalt fave alive nothing that breatheth: - 

17 But thou fhalt utterly deftroy them; namely, 
the Ilittitcs, and the Amorites, the Canaanites, and 
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebufites; as 
the Loxrp thy God hath commanded thee: 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XX. 
From this chapter we learn, that as the Jews were exhorted to en- 
gage in no unjuft wars, an which they could not afk a bleffing on 
their attempts; and that they were to be carried on with temper 
and moderation, {paring as much as poflible the lives of men and 


2 Thar the prep full upmaih, &e] The prieft was particularly 
appointed to blow with the trumpet when they were preparing for 
battle, and exhort them, in the moft perfuafive manner, to a cou- 
rageous performance of their duty ; to look upon their caufe as the 
afe of God, and affure themfelves of fuccefs under his proteCtion 


cau 
and providence. he fruits of the earth ; muct ht Chriftians to thew thei 
he ote hall Ts aie acon eC Now the heralds were the ruits 0 ie 3 a aca more oug riltians to cw their 
5 Vhe officers frail lok upon the people, Bc. b moderation and mercy in this refpeét, and that they are animated 


with the Spirit of Jefus Chrift, the fpirit of meeknefs and love. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 

1 Lf one be found flain in the lund, &c.]' Vhus we find the expia- 
tion for a congealed murder, when the criminal could not be found; 
yeas attended with great folemnity, in order to fhew the heinoufnefs 
of the faét, and to deter others from committing the like offence. 

2 Thy elders, &.] It isnot the elders,” as in the nexr verie, 
(it not being yet known to what particeler city it belongeth) but 
«€ thy elders,”” O Hracl, which were of the general ftate of the land, 
and members of the fanhedrim, or great council. 

4 Unto a rongh valley, &c-] I is in the original, both a valley 
agd a ftream; 2 valley with a brook running through it. Se 

a2 She 


3 


to make proclamation, allowing an exemption from the war to fuch 
as had lately purchafed eflares, newly buile houfes, and not yet 
fettled in them, planted new vineyards, or were newly married ; left 
the thoughts of fu.h men, continually hankering after their private 
affairs, might difpirit them from the bufinefs of the war, and indif 
pofe them for the public fervice. : 

8 What man is there that is fearfuland faiuthearted?| From this paf- 
fage we may obferve, that though the Ifraclites were not abfolutely’: 
to rely upon their own ftrength and valour, and the condué of their 
men, for the victory, vet they were to employ only fuch perfons in: 
their wars as had a mind difpofed and qualified for the bufinefs, 
and hy their endearours were deferving of a blefling. 

104 hen proclaim poece unto it] Confult the note on Mumb.xx.14- 
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A rebellious Jon to be floned. 


Before 


12 Then thou fhalt bring her home to thine houfe; 


CHRIST and fhe fhiall fhave her head, and pare her nails; 


145ts 


1g And fhe fhall put the raiment of her captivity 

from off her, and thall remain in thine houfe, and 
bewail her father and her mother a full month: and 
after that thou ‘fhalt go in unto her, and be her huf- 
band, and fhe-fhall be thy wife. 
- a4-And it-fhall be, if thou have no delight in her, 
then thou fhalt let her go whither fhe will; but thou 
fhalt not fell her at all for money, thou fhalt not 
make merchandife of her, becaufe thou haft hum- 
bled her. 

15 & Ifa man have two wives, one beloved, and 

another hated, and they have borne him children, 
both the beloved and the hated; and /f the firltborn 
fon be her’s that was hated: 
. 16 Then it fhall be, when he maketh his fons to 
inherit that which he hath, tha¢ he may not make the 
fon.of the beloved firftborn before the fon of the 
hated, which zs indeed the firftborn: 

17 But he fhall acknowledge the fon of the hated 
for the firftborn, by giving him a double portion of 


‘all that he hath: for he zs the beginning of his 


ftrength; the right of the firftborn zs his. 

18 GIF a man have a ftubborn and rebellious 
fon, which will not obey the voice of his father, or 
the voice of his mother, and shat, when they have 
chaftened him, will not hearken unto them: 

- 19 Then fhall his father and his mother lay hold 
on him, and bring him out unto the elders of his 
city, and unto the gate of the place ; 

20 And they fhall fay unto the elders of his city, 
This our fonis ftubborn and rebellious, he will not 
obey our voice; he zs a glutton, and a drunkard. 

21 And all the men of his city fhall ftone him with 
ftones, that he die: fo fhalt thou put evil away from 
among you; and all Ifrael fhall hear, and fear. 

22 U Andif a man have committed a fin worthy 
of death, and he be to be put to death, and thou 
hang him on atree: : 

23 His body fhall not remain all night upon the 
tree, but thou fhalt in any wife bury him that day ; 
(for he that_is hanged zs accurfed of God;) that thy 
land be not defiled, which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance. 


C H A P. AXIT,. 


1 Of humanity toward brethren. 5 The fex to be dif- 
tinguifhed by apparel. 6 The dam not to be taken 
with her young ones. 8 Every houfe mufi have bat- 
tlements. g Three forts of confufion to be avoided. 
12 Fringes to be worn upon the vefture. 13 The 
punifhment of him that flandereth his wife, and of the 
wife, tf conuiied of unchaftity before marriage. 22 
Adultery to be punifhed with death. 23 Of a rape 
committed in the city, 25 or in the field. 28 Of for- 
nication. 30 Inceft is forbidden. 


ED 

12 She fhall foave her head and pare her uails.J_ This is tranflated 
in the Chaldee, She fhall let her nails grow ; which feems moit fuir- 
able toa ftate of mourning. 

13 The raiment of ber captivity, &c.] i.e. The garments in which 
fhe was taken: thefe the was to lay afide, and, in their room, to put 
on mourning, as another fign of her humiliation, and to withdraw 
the man’s affection from her if fhe continued in her unbelief. 

15 Tavo wives, &c.| Notwithftanding bigamy was contrary to 
God's inftitution, and was begun by the pofterity of Cain (fee Gen. 
iv.g.) yer the corruption being fpread over all, and cven in thé 
church, God fora while only fuffered it, until the time of re- 
formation; but (notwithftanding what fome writers have afferted) 
approved not of it, as appears from our Saviour’s words, Matz. xiv.4,5. 

18 Ifa man have a fiubboru and rebellious fony&e.] fF all means of 
admonition and correétion were loft upon any fon, and the parent 
faw nothing but ruin to the eftate and family, he was directed ro 
make complaint to the magiltrates in court; who, upon fuffiicient 
evidence given, were to condemn him to death, as a terrible exam- 
ple of difobedience to the laws of his Creator. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXI. 


This chapter fhews us, that judges and magiftrates cannot be too 
ftri@ in difcovering and puntfhing murderers; and that the pu- 


DEUTERONOMY. 
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thou fhalt in any cafe bring them again unto thy 
brother. 

2 And if thy brother Je not nigh unto thee, or 
if thou know him not, then thou fhalt bring it unto 
thine own houfe, and it fhall be with thee until thy 
brother feek after it, and thou fhalt reftore it to him 
again. 

3g Inlike manner fhalt thou do with his afs; and 
fo thalt thou do with his raiment; and with all loft 
thing of thy brother’s, which he hath loft, and thou 
haft found, fhalt thou do likewife: thou mayeft not 
hide thyf{elf. 

4 Thou fhalt not fee thy brother’s afs or his ox 
fall dowa by the way, and hide thyfelf from them: 
thou fhalt furely help him to lift bem up again. 

§ QF Vhe women fhall not wear that which per- 
taineth unto a man, neither fhall a man put on a 
woman’s garment: for all that do fo are abomina- 
tion unto the Lorn thy God. 

6 § If a bird’s ncft chance to be before thee inthe 
way In a tree, or on the ground, whether they be 
young ones, or eggs, and the dam fitting upon the 
young, or upon the eggs, thou fhalt not take the 
dam with the young: 

7 Bui thou fhalt in any wife let the dam go, and, 
take the young to thee; that it may be well with 
thee, and ¢hat thou mayeft prolong ¢hy days. 

8 F When thon buildeft a new houfe, then thou 
fhalt make a battlement for thy roof, that thou bring 
not blood upon thine houfe, if any man fall from 


thence. 


@ Thou thalt not fow thy vineyard with divers 
feeds: left the fruit of thy feed which thou haft 
fown, and the fruit of thy vineyard, be defiled. 

10 Thou fhalt not plough with an ox and an afs: 
together. : 

41 Thou fhalt not wear a garment of divers forts, 
as of woollen and linen together. 

124 Thou fhalt make thee fringes upon the four 
quarters of thy velture, wherewith thou covereft 


thyfelf. 


13 UZ If any man take a wife, and go in unto her, 


and hate her, 


14. And give occafions of {peech againft her, and 
bring upan evil name upon her, and fay, I took this 
woman, and when I came to her I found her not a 
maid: 

15 Then fhall the father of the damfel,and her mo- 
ther, take and bring forth the tokens of the damfel’s 
virginity unto the elders of the city in the gate: 

16 And the damfel’s father fhall fay unto the el- 
ders, I gave my daughter unto this man to wife, 
and he hareth her; 

17 And, lo,he hath given occafionsof fpeech againft 
her, faying, I found not thy daughter a maid; and yet 

thefe 


Ne 
nifhment of difobedient children fhould make fuch fear the anger 
and curfe of God. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

5 The evomen soull not wvear that which pertaineth unto a man, &e.), 
Certainly if the fexes were not to be diflinguifhed by their habits, 
it would open a door to all manner of iniquity ; for which reafon, 
if there was no other, this law was very wife and good. 

6 Lheu fhalt vot take the dam qth the young.] This is one of thofe 
merciful conflitutions in the law of Mofes, which refpect the animal 
creation, and tend to hamanize the hearts of the people, to produce 
in thema fenfe of the divine providence, extending itfelf to all crea- 
tures, and to teach them to exercife their dominion over them 
with gendenefs, 

8 thoufoals make a battlement for thy roof, &c.] i.e. A baluftrade 
of rails round the top of the houfe: the honfes of the Hraelites had 
fix roofs, on which they walked. and converfed from thence with 
the people in the ftreets; and this illuftrates the meaning of our Sa- 
viour’s words, when he mentions fpeaking and proclaiming upon the 
houfe-tops. Sce Afatt,x. 27. Luke xii. 3. 

10 Thou foult nat plough with ax ox avd an aft, &c.] No ox 
nor afs were to be coupled together in the faine carriage; with this 
merciful intent, that one beait of greater ftrength might not ftrain 
a creature of Iefs ability. 

GENERAL 


Divers luxs and ordinances. 


HOU fhalt not fee thy brother’s ox or his. Before 
fheep go aflray, and hide thyfelf from them ;CBRst 
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Law concerning adultery, rapes, Sc. CHAP. XXII. Who are excluded Srom the congregation, 





Belore thefe are the tokens of my daughter’s virginity. And 
CHET they fhall fpread the cloth before the elders of the 
city. 

18 And the elders of that city fhall take that man 
and chaftife him; ; 

1g And they fhall amerce him in an hundred /he- 
hels of filver, and give them unto the father of the 
damfel, becaufe he hath brought up an evil name 
upon a virgin of Ifrael: and the fhall be his wife ; 
he may not put her away all his days. 

20 But if this thing be true, and the tokens of virgi- 
nity be not found for the damfel : 

21 Then.they fhall bring out the damfel to the 
door of her father’s houfe, and the men of her city 
fhall ftone her with ftones that fhe die: becaufe fhe 
hath wrought folly in Ifrael, to play the whore in 
her father’s houfe: fo fhalt thou put evil away from 
among you. 

22 & If a man be found lying with a woman, mar- 
ried to an hufband, then they fhall both of them die, 
both the man that lay with the woman, and the wo- 
man: fo fhalt thou put away evil from Ifrael. 

23 F Ifa damfel chaz zs a virgin be betrothed unto 
an hufband, and a man find her in the city, and lie 
with her; 

24 Then ye fhall bring them both out unto the 
gate of that city; and ye fhall ftone them with {tones 
that they die; the damfel, becaufe fhe cried not, /e7ng 
‘in the city; and the man, becaufe he hath humbled 
his neighbour’s wife: fo thou fhalt put away evil 
from among you. 

25 § But if a man find a betrothed damfel in the 
field, and the man force her, and lie with her: then 
the man only that Jay with her fhall die: 

26 But unto the damfel thou fhalt do nothing; 
there isin the damfel no fin worthy of death: for as 
when a man rifeth againft his neighbour, and flaycth 
him, even fo és this matter: . 

27 For he found her in the field, and the betrothed 
damfel cried, and there was none to fave her. 

28 DIfa man find a damfel that zs a virgin, which 
is not betrothed, and lay hold on her, and lie with 
her, and they be found; . 

29 Then the man that lay with her fhall give unto 
the damfel’s father fifty /Aekels of filver, and fhe fhall 
be his wife; becaufe he hath humbled her, he may 
not put her away all his days. : 

30 | A man fhall not take his father’s wife, nor 
difcover his father’s fkirt. 


C H A P. AXII. 


1 What perfons may not enter into the congregation. 3 
An Ammonite or Moabite are excluded to the tenth ge- 
neration; 7 but an Edomuite or Egyptian may be ad- 
mitted in the third. g Every wicked thing to be avoided 
in the hoft. 10 An unclean perfon muft remove out of 
the camp. 12 Cleanlincfs to be attended to therein be- 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXII. 


By this chapter we are exhorted hone:'ly to reftore things that are 
found. The law forbidding men and women to change the habits 
_of their fox, teaches us to obferve madefty and decency in apparel, 
and to avoid all that is unfcemly, or that may tend to impurity. 
The law prohibiting the mixture of divers kinds, was in oppoft- 
tion to the exftoms of the idolaters. By the laws againit un- 
cleannefs, we fee, they who are guilty of fornication and adultery, 
ought to be punifhed, and that they are obliged to make repara- 
tion by all pofiible means, which fhould deter us from the practice 
of thofe infamous fins, and prompt us to live in great chattity. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIIL 


3 An Ammonite or Mzabite foall not, &c.} | Notwithftanding an 
Ifraelitifh woman was forbid to marry an Ammonite or a Moabite, 
yet a man of [frael might marry one o. thefe women, after they had 
embraced the Jewith religion, of which we have an inftance in Boaz, 
the anceftor of David, who married Ruth, the Moahitefs. 

6 Thou foalt not feck their peace, &c.] i.e. ‘ Thou fhale have no 


caufe of God's prefence. 15 Of the fugitive fervant. ounce 


17 Whorecom and fodomy not to be committed in Ifracl. 
18 Of alominatle facrifites. 19 Of ufury, 21 Of 
vows. 24 OF trefpaffes. 


E that is wounded in the ftones, or hath his 
privy member cut off, fhall not enter into the 
congregation of the Lorp. 

2 A baftard fhall not enter into the congregation 
of the Lorp; even to his tenth generation fhall he 
not enter into the congregation of the Lorp. 

3 &£An Ammonite or Moabite fhall not enter into 
the congregation of the Lorp; even to their tenth 
generation fhall they not enter into the congrega- 
tion of the Lorp for ever: 

4 Becaufe they met you not with bread and with 
water in the way, when ye came forth out of Egypt; 
and becaufe they hired againft thee Balaam the fon 
of Beor of Pethor of Mefopotamia, to curfe thee. 

5 Neverthelefs the Loxp thy God would not hear. 
ken unto Balaam ; but the Lorn thy God turned the 
curfe into a bleffing unto thee, becaufe the Lora 
thy God loved thee. 

6 Thou fhalt not feek their peace nor their prof- 
perity all thy davs for ever. 

7] Thou fhalt not abhor an Edomite; for he zs 
thy brother: thou fhalt not abhor an Egyptian; be- 
caufe thou waft a ftranger in his land. 

8 The children that are begotten of them fhall 
enter into the congregation of the Lorp in their 
third gencration. 

9 When the hoft goeth forth againft thine enemies, 
then keep thee from every wicked thing. 

10 @If there be among you any man, that is not 
clean by reafon of uncleannefs that chanceth him by 
night, then fhall he go abroad out of the camp, he 

\fhall not come within the camp: 

11 Butit fhall be, when evening cometh on, he 
fhall wath Aémfelf with water: and when the fun is 
down, he fhall come into the camp agaiu. 

12 &@ Thou fhalt have a place alfo without the 
camp, whither thou fhalt go forth abroad: 

13 And thou fhalt have a paddle upon thy wea- 


1452. 


pon; and ic fhall be, when thou wilt eafe thyfeli 


abroad, thou fhalc dig therewith, and fhaltturn back 
and cover that which cometh from thee: 
14 For the Lorp thy God walketh in the midft o 
thy camp, to deliver thee, and to give up thine ené- 
mies before thée ; therefore fhall thy camp be holy: 
that he fee no unclean thing in thee, and turn away 
from thee. 
15 @ Thou fhalt not deliver unto his mafter the 
fervant which is efcaped from his maftcr unto thee: 
16 He fhall dwell with thee, cvex among you, in 
that place which he fhall choofe in one of thy gates, 
where it liketh him beft: thou fhalt not opprefs him. 
17 & There fhall be no whore of the daughters of 


Ifrael, nor a fodomite of the fons of Ifrael. 
; 48% Thou 


a 
public league or friendthip with thefe nations,” otherwile the par- 
ticular duties of human and civil fociety, and of ordinary juftice, are 
not forbidden here. " 

9 Thin foul wot abbor an Edamite, &.] The Edomites were the 
defcendants of Efau, and confequently a kindred nation; and as 
they were a circumcifed people, they might make marriages with 
them, provided they worfhipped the true God. eet 

Thm foalt not abkoran Egyptian, &e.J From this injunction of the 
Almighty, itappears, that the memory of paft favouzs fhould not be 
effaced by fuccceding injuries. 

13 Thou Salt have a puddle ups thy weapsn, &c.] Or, Thou hale 
have a paddle befides thy arms; a paddle was an inftrument of iron, 
the afe of which is defcribed in the fucceeding part of the yerfe. 

14. The Lord—ewalketh in the midft of—thees &c.} ice. The ark, 
the fymbol of God’s prefence, went along with them. : 

15 Thou foalt not delrocr unto his, &c.] Some think this to have a 
particular relation to rimes of war, when heathen foldiers or fervants 
might defert, andcome over to the Ifraelites, with intent te embrace 
the true religion. 

17 Nor a fodemite, &c.] Or, more probably, a whore-mafter; the 
Ifraelites being notorioufly guilty of thofe abominable practices. 
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‘Dfury refrained. DEUTERONOMY. Of charity, 


18 q Thou fhale not bring the hire of awhore, or [[bufinefs: but he fhall be free at home one year, and _ Below 








Before 
See tne price of a dog, into the houfe of the Lorp thy [ffhall cheer up liis wife which he hath taken. CHRIST 
. 245., 


God for any vow: for even both thefe are abomina- 
tion unto the Loxp thy God. 

19 1 Thou fhalt not lend upon ulury to thy bro- 
ther; ufury of money, ufury of viétuals,ufury ofany 
thing that is lent upon ufury = 

20 Unto a ftranger thou mayeft lend upon ufury; 
but unto thy brother thou fhalt not lend upon ufury: 
that the Lorp thy God may blelfs thee in all that 
thou fetteft thine hand to in the land whither thou 


goett to poffefs it. 
a1 & When thou fhalt vow a vow unto the Lorp 


thy God, thou fhalt not flack to pay it: for the Loxp }] 


thy God will furely require it of thee; and it would 
be finin thee. 

22 But if thou fhalt forbear to vow, it fhall be no 
fin in thee. 

23 That whic is gone out of thy lips thou fhalt 
keep and perform ; cuen a free will offering, accord- 
ing as thou haft vowed unto the Lorn thy God, 
which thou haft promifed with thy mouth. 

* e49 Whenthou comeft into thy neighbour’s vinc- 
yard, then thou mayeft eat grapes thy fill at thine own 
pleafure, but thou fhalt not put any inthy veffel. 

25 When thou comeftinto the ftanding corn of thy 
neighbour, then thou mayeft pluck the ears with 
thine hand; but thou fhalt not move a fickle unto 
thy ncighbour’s ftanding corn. 






6 | Noman fhall take the nether or the upper mil- 
ftone to pledge: for he taketh @ man’s life to ptedge. 

7 & if aman be found {tealing any of his brethren 
of the children of Ifrael, and maketh merchandife of 
him, or felleth him; then that thief fhall die; and 
thou fhalt put evil away from among you. 

8 @ Take heed inthe plague of leprofy, that thou 
obferve diligently, and do according to all that the 
priefts the Levitcs fhall teach you: as I commanded 
them, fo ye fhall obferve to do. 

g Remember what the Lorp thy God did unto 
Miriam by the way, after that ye were come forth 
out of Egypt. 

10 When thou doft Iend thy brother any thing, 
thou fhait not go into his houfe to fetch his pledge. 

11 Thou fhalt ftand abroad, and the man to whom 
thou doft lend fhall bring out the pledge abroad unto 
thee. 

12 And if the man ée poor, thou fhalt not fleep 
with his pledge : 

13 In any cafe thou fhalt deliver him the pledge 
again when the fun goeth down, that he may fleep tn 
his own raiment,and blefs thee: and it fhall be right- 
eoufnefs unto thee before the Lorp thy God. 

14 @ Thou fhalt not opprefs an hired fervant that cs 
poor and needy, whether he be of thy brethren, or of 
thy ftrangers that are in thy land within thy gates: 

15 At his day thou fhale give him his hirc, neither 
fhall the fun go down upon it; for he zs poor, and 


CH Ay 2 MN * fetteth his heart upon it: left he cry againit thee un- 

1 Thelaw of divorce. 5 A new married man is exempt{{ tothe Lorp, and it be fin unto thee. 
from war and civil offices for the fpace of a year. 6, 16 4 The fathers fhall not be put to death for the 
10 Of pledges. 7 Of manflcalers. 8 Of leprofy. 14\) children, neither fhall the children be put to death 


The hire of a fervant muft not be detained. 16 Every 
man muft be anfmwerable for his own fin. 17 Of doing 
jufice to the fatherlefs. 19 Of cherity. 


HIEN a man hath taken a wife, and married 

her, and itcometo pals that fhe find no favour 
in his eyes,becaufehe hath found fomeuncleannefs in 
her: then let him write her a bill of divorcement, and 
give it in her hand, and fend her out of his houfe. 

2 And when fhe is departed out of his houfe, fhe 

may go and be another man’s wi/e ; 
_ g Andifthe latter hufband haze her, and write her 
a hill of divorcement, and giveth iin her hand, and 
fendeth her out of his houfe; or 3f the latter hufband 
die, which took her ¢o be his wife ; 

4 Her former hufband, which fent her away, may 
not take her again to be his wife, after that fhe is de- 
filed; for thatzs abomination before the LorxD: and 
thou fhalt not caufe the land to fin, which the Lorp 
thy God giveth thee for an inheritance. 

5 ‘I Whena man hath taken a new wife,he fhall not 
go out to war, neither fhall he be charged with any 





1§ Of a deg, &c.] Some underftand dog here, in a figurative 
fenfe, for the fodomite or whore-mafter above mentioned. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIII. 

From this chapter, we may perceive that Godabhors impiety, which 
ought to be banifhed from.thofe who profefsto ferve him: that we 
oughtnot to ufe extortion, nor forget to ufe great moderation and 
equity in exacting payment; that lawful vows fhould be pundtu- 
ally accomplithed; thatthe tendency of the law relating to the 
plucking the ears of corn, or the grapes, was to keep the Jews 
from covetoufnefs, and a churliih difpofition, to make them avoid 
injuRice ; and, in ufing another's property, not to abufe that li- 
berty, by doing mifchicf to their neighbatr’s goods. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ow CHAP. XXIV. 
1 Then let him crite ber a bill of diwsrcement, &c.] Whoever had 
conceived an infurmountable diffike to his wife, had hereby rhe pri- 


- vilege of repudiating her, not ina precipitate manner, but deliber- 


aely, by giving her a difcharge from any further relation to him, 
figned with his own hand, by which fhe acquired full liberty to 
marrv any other perfon. 

¢ May not take ber again, &c.] For fear fuch permiffion thould 


giva occafion to-abufes, it was ordained by the law, thar the hufeand 


2 


for the fathers: every man fhall be putto death for 
his own Gin. 

17 § Thou fhalt not pervert the judgment of the 
ftranger, nor of the fatherlefs; nor take the widow’s 
raiment to pledge: 

18 But thou fhalt remember that thou waft a bond- 
man in Egypt, and the Lorpthy God redeemed thee 
thence: therefore Icommand thee to do this thing. 

19 1 When thou cutreft down thine harveft in thy 
field,andhaft forgot a fheaf in the field, thou fhalt not 
go again to fetch it: it fhall be for the ftranger, for the 
fatherlefs, and for the widow: that the Loxp thy God 
may blefs thee in all the work ofthine hands. 

20 When thou beateft thine olive tree, thou fhalt 
not go over the bows again: it fhall be for the ftran- 
ger, for the fatherlefs, and for the widow. 

21 When thou gathereft the grapes of thy vineyard, 
thou fhalt not glean zé afterward: it fhall be for the 
ftranger, for the fatherlefs, and for the widow. 

22 And thou fhalt remember that thou waft a bond- 
man in the land of Egypt: therefore I command 
thee to do this thing. 

CHAP. 





who had once repudiated his wife, fhould, upon her being married 
toanother, become incapable of retaking her, though fhe fhould 
grow rich, or be otherwife again defirable; this confideration pre- 
vented them from parting with their wives; fince, if fhe was once 
mattied to a fecond, fhe was irrecoverably loft to her former huf- 
band. 

16 The fathers foall not be put to death for the children, &c.] A rule 
of common equity this, and not at all inconfiftent with God’s 
threatening to punith the fins of the fathers upon the children; as 
that refers to the ftrokes of heaven: whereas the prefent text relates 
to punifhments inflified upon criminals by men. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS os CHAP. XXIV. 
We may hence obferve, with our Lord, that the divorces tolerated 
among the Jews, are no longer fo among Chriftians; and that the 
bond of marriage cannot be diffolved, unlefs in the cafes menti- 
oned, Mart. xix.and 1 Cor. vii. That we ps de not be too ri- 
gorous when we take pledges, or when we make poor perfons pay 
their debts to us; that we fhould pay readily and honeftly the 
wages of the hireling, and ufe kindnefs to ftrangers, widows, and 
orphans; alfo that we fhould remember the poor with, our fub- 


if we expeét Gad’s blefling upon it. 
ftance, if we «expe s bleffing up EXPLANATORY 





Stripes muft not excecd_forty. 

























penisoullys are an abomination unto the Lorp thy, 
od. 

17 G§ Remember what Amalekdid unto thee by the 
way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; 

18 How he met thee by the way, and. fmote the 
hindmoft of thee, even all shat were feeble behind 
thee, when thou wa/ faint and weary ; and he feared 
not God. 

19 Therefore it fhall be, when the Lorp thy God 
hath given thee reft from all thine enemies round 
about, in the land which the Lorp thy God giveth 
thee for an inheritance to poffefs it, shat thou. fhalt 
blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under 
heaven: thou fhalt not forget zt. i 


C H A PP. XXXVI. 
1 Theconfeffionof himthat offereth the bafket of firftfruits. 
12 The prayer of him that givethhis third year’s tithes. 
16 The covenant between God and the people. 


ND it fhall be, when thou a7¢ come in‘unto the 
land which the Lorn thy God giveth thee for an 
inheritance, and poffeffelt it, and dwelleft therein; 

2 That thou fhalt take of the firft of all the fruit 
of the earth, which thou fhalt bring of thy land that 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee, and fhalt put z ina 
bafket, and fhalt go unto the place which the Lorp 
thy God {hall choofe to place his name there. 

3 And thou fhalt go unto the prieft that fhall be in 
thofe days, and fay unto him, I profefs this day unto 
the Lorp thy God, that I am come unto the country 
which the Loxp fware unto our fathers for to give us. 

4 And the prieft fhall take the bafket out of thine 
hand, and fet it down before the altar of the Lorp 
thy God. 

5 And thou fhalt fpeak and fay before the Lorp 
thy God, a Syrian ready to perifh was my father, 
and he went down into Egypt, and fojourned there 
with a few, and became there a nation, great, mighty, 
and populous: 

6 And the Egyptians evil entreated us, and af- 
flied us, and laid upon us hard bondage : 

7 And when we cried unto the Lorp God of our 
fathers, the Lorp heard our voice, and looked onour 
afliGtion, and our labour, and our oppreffion : 

8 And the Lokp brought us forth out of Egypt 
with a mighty band, and with an outftretched arm, 
and with great terriblenefs, and with figns, and with 
wonders : 

g And he hath brought us into this place, and 
hath given us this land, even a land that floweth with 
milk and honey. 

10 And now, behold, I have brought the firftfruits 
of the Jand, which thou, O Lorp, haft given me. 
And thou fhalt fet it before the Lory thy God,and 
worfhip before the Lorp thy God : 

11 And thou fhalt rejoice in every good thing 
which the Lorp thy God hath given unto thee, and 
unto thine houfe, thou, and the Levite, and the 
ftranger that zs among you. 

12 & Whenthou haft made an end of tithing all the 

‘ tithes 
NT a 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXV. 


From this chapter we have the following inftru@ions; that the 
guilty fhould be punifhed with humanity and moderation; that 
we fhould provide a maintenance for thofe who labour for the 
good of others, particularly for minifters; fee 1 Cor. 1x. that 
fraud and deceit in weights and meafures, is an abomination to the 
Lord: and God’s command to deftroy the Amalekites, who 
had unjuftly attacked the Ifraelites, thews us, that pride, cruelty’, 
and injuftice, often caufe the ruin of nations, as well as indivi~ 


duals. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVL 


5 4 Syrian ready to perifo was my father, &c.] By defcent Jacob 
wasa Syrian, Abraham being a native of that country, and he him- 
felf lived twenty years with Laban, the Syrian, and there he was 
called a Syrian; and at the time he went down into Egypt, he was 
ready toperifh by famine. . 

3H 33 Before 


C H A PL XKV. 


1 Stripes muft not exceed forty. 4 The ox net to be muz- 
zled. 6 The law of raifing up feed unto a deceafed 
brother. 11 Of immodeftyin a woman. 13 Of un- 
jift weights and meafurcs. 17 The memory of Amalek 
to be blotted out. 


y- there be a controverfy between men, and they 
come unto judgment, that éhe judges may judge 
them; then they fhall juftify the righteous, and con- 
demn the wicked. 

2 And it fhall be, ifthe wicked man Ze worthy to 
be beaten, that the judge fhall caufe him to lie down, 
and to be beaten before }.is face, according to his 
fault, by a certain number. 

3 Forty ftripes he may give him, and not exceed: 
left, if he fhould exceed, and beat him above thefe 
with many ftripes, then thy brother fhould feem vile 
unto thee. 

4 2 Thou fhalt not muzzle the ox when he tread- 
eth out the corn. 

5 4 If brethren dwell together,and one of them die, 
and have no child, the wife of the dead fhall not marry 
without untoa [tranger: her hufband’s brother fhall go 
in unto her, and take her to him to wife, and perform 
the duty of an hufband’s brother unto her. 

6 And it fhall be, sha/ the firftborn which fhe bear- 
eth fhall fucceed in the name of his brother which is 
dead, that his name be not put out of Ifrael. 

q And if the man like not to take his brother's 
wife, then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate 
unto the elders, and fay, My hufband’s brother re- 
fufeth to raife up unto his brother a name in Ifrael, 
he will not perform the duty of my hufband’s bro- 
ther. . 

8 Then the elders of his city fhall call him, and 
fpeak unto him: and zfhe ftand 4o 2, and fay, I like 
not to take her ; 

g Then fhall his brother’s wife come unto him in 
the prefence of the elders, and loofe his fhoe from 
off his foot, and {pit in his face, and fhall anfwer and 
fay, So fhall it be done unto that man that will not 
build up his brother’s houfe. 

10 And his name fhall be called in Ifrael, The 
houfe of him that hath his fhoe loofed. 

tr I When men ftrive together one with another, 
and the wife of the one draweth near for todeliver her 
hufband out of the hand of him that fmiteth him, and 
putteth forth her hand, and taketh him by the fecrets : 

12 Then thou fhaltcutoff her hand, thine eye fhall 
not pity her. 2 

19 @ Thou fhalt not have in thy bag divers 
weights, a great and a {mall. 

14 Thou fhalt not have in thine houfe divers 
meafures, a great and a fmall. 

15 Bui thou fhalt have a perfeét and jut weight, 
a perfe& and juft meafure fhaltthou have: that thy 
days may be lengthened in the land which the Lorn 
thy God giveth thee. 

16 For all that do fuch things, and all that do un- 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 


1 [f there be a controverfy, &c.| Mofes having affixed punifhments 
to the breaches of the moft capital laws, now orders that the feveral 
inferior courts of juftice fhould take due cognizance of other cri- 
minal matters, deferving only corporal penalties, and be juft and 
impartial In their proceedings, upon all fuch complaints. 

4 Thou foalt not muzzle the ox, &c.}] Among thofe countries it was 
enftomary to ufe oxen in treading out the corn, either with their 
feer, or by drawing fledges, which were a fort of heavy tables, 
armed with iron nails, to feparate the grain from the ftraw. By 
this allegorical precept, Mofes inftru¢ts the people to be kind to 
their fervants and labourers, efpecially to thofe who miniftered to 
them in holy things. 

9 Aud loofe his face] Thus was he tigmatized for want of natural 
affeétion ; as this ceremony implied that he deferved to be degrad- 
ed to the condition of a flave, accuftomed to go barefoot. 

a Spit in his face, &c.] i.e. In his fight, or before him. 
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CHAP. XXVI._ The offering of the bafket of firftfruzts. 
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tithes of thine increafe the third year, which ts the 
year of tithing, and haft given z¢ unto the Levite, 
the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and the widow, that they 
may cat within thy gates and be filled ; 

13 Then thou fhalt fay before the Lorn thy God, 


I have brought away the hallowed things out of 
mine houfe, and alfo have given them unto the Le- 


vite, and unto the ftranger, to the fatherlefs, and to 
the widow, according to all thy commandments 
which thou haft commanded me: I have not tranf- 
greffed thy commandments, neither have I forgotten 
them: 

.14 I have not eaten thereof in my mourning, nei- 
ther have I taken away aughé thereof for any unclean 
ufe, nor given aught thereof for the dead: éut have 
hearkened to the voice of the Lorp my God, and 
have done according to all that thou haft com- 
manded me. 

15 Look down from thy holy habitation, from 
heaven, and blefs thy people Ifrael, and the land 
which thou haft given us, as thou fwarefl unto our 
fathers, a land that floweth with milk and honey. 

16 @ This day the Lorpv thy God hath com- 
manded thee to do thefe ftatures and judgments: 
thou fhalt therefore keep and do them with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul.’ 

17 Thou haft avouched the Lorp this day to be 
thy God, and to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
ftatutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, 
and to hearken unto his voice: 

18 And the Lorp hath avouched thee this day to 
be his peculiar people, as he hath promifed thee, and 
that zhow fhouldeft keep all his commandments ; 

1g And to make thee high above all nations which 
he hath made, in praife, and in name, and in ho- 
nour; and that thou mayeft be an holy people unto 
the Lorp thy God, as he hath fpoken. 


C H A P. XXVII. 


I The people are commanded to write the law upon fiones, 
which are to be fet up, and an altar of whole flones to 
be built, in mount Ebal. g Mofes and the pricfts 
recommend attention and obedience to the law. 11 Six 
tribes to be frationed on Gerizzim, and fix on Ebal. 
14 The curfes to be pronounced ty the Levites. 


ND Mofes with the clders of I frael command- 

ed the people, faying, Keep all the command- 
ménts which I command you this day. 

z And it fhall be on the day when ye fhall pafs 





19 Beftre the Lord, &c,] The meaning of thefe words is, 
that evéry man fhould make this declaration before the moft holy 
place at the fanctuary; for the words ‘* before the Lord,’’ are ge- 
nerally fo ufed in thefe books; and, unlefs they had been obliged 
to this, their covetous difpofition might have inclined them to de- 
fraud the poor and helplefs. : 

14. 1 hawe nat eaten thereof in my mourning) There was nothing 
more unfuitable to the worfhip of God, than melancholy and de- 
jection of mind; therefore the Ifraelites were not allowed to eat of 
holy things when they were ina ftate of mourning. 

Nor given aught thereof for the dead, &c.] i.c. I have not offered 
any of my fruits to idols, which are only dead men deified. 

15 Lok dowy from thy hely habitation, &c.] Notwithftanding God 
was pleafed to dwell among them, by a glorious fymbol of his pre- 
fence, yet Mofes teaches the Ifraclites to acknowledge that he dwelt 
in a more tranfcendent glory in the heavens. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIL 
This chapter contains,many edifying leffons; namely, that we fhould 
pay homage to Ged for all the good things we poffefs, acknow- 
ledge our own unworthinefs, and canfefs that we hold all things 
from his bounty; and that, to fhew our piety and gratitude, we 
’ ought to referve part of our fubftance, and devote it to God in 
humility, either for his fervice, or the fupport of the poor. Alfo 


shat in the pra¢tice of every duty, and in obedience to the laws of 


the Lord, confifts all our happinefs and our glory; by this we thall 
draw upon ourfelves the favour of God, and his holy bleflings. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXVIL 

2 Thou fhalt fet thee up great fines, &c.] Unlefs we could deter- 
mine how much of the law was to be written upon thefe ftones, we 
cannot judge of their number; for if only the ten commandments, 
















Covenant between God and the peopic. DEUTERONOMY. The law to be written upon ftones. 
: ; 


over Jordan unto the land which the Lorp thy God _Befcre 
giveth thee, that thou fhalt fet thee up great ftones, CARUT 
and plaifter them with plailter: pa 

3 And thou fhalt write upon them all the wards 
of this law, when thou art pafled over, that thou 
mayeft go in unto the land which the Lorn thy God 
giveth thee, a land that floweth with milk and ho- 
Bey as the Lorn God of thy fathers hath promifed 
thee. 

4 Therefore it fhall be when ye be gone over 
Jordan, that ye fhall fet up thefe fiones, which I 
command you this day, in mount Ebal, and thou 
fhalt plaifter them with plaifter. 

5 And there thou fhale build an altar unto the 
Lorp thy God, an altar of ftones: thou fhalt not 
lift up any iron tool upon them. 

6 Thou fhalt build the altar of the Lazp thy 
God of whole ftones: and thou fhalt offer burnt 
offerings thercon unto the Lorp thy God: 

7 And thou thalt offer peace offerings, and fhale 
eat there, and rejoice before the Lorp thy God. 

8 And thou fhalt write upon the ftones all the 
words of this law very plainly. 

9 § And Mofes and the priefts the Levites fpake 
unto all Ifrael, faving, Take heed, and hearken, O 
Ifrael; this day thou art become the people of the 
Lorn thy God. 

30 Thou fhalt therefore obey the voice of the 
Lory thy Ged, and do his commandments and his 
ftatutes, which I command thee this day. 

11 ZL And Mofes charged the people the fame 
day, faving, . 

12 Thele fhall Rand upon mount Gerizzim to 
blefs the people, when ye are come over Jordan; 
Simeon, and Levi, and Judab, and I ffachar, and Jo- 
feph, and Benjamin: 

13 And thele fhall ftand upon mount Ebal to 
curle; Reuben, Gad,and Afher, and Zebulun, Dan, 
and Naphtali. 

14.2 And the Levites fhall fpeak, and fav unto 
all the men of Ifrael with a loud voice, : 

15 Curfed ée the man that maketh any graven or 
molten image, an abomination unto the Lorn, the 
work of the hands of the craftfman, and putteth zé in 
a fecret place. And all the people fhall anfwer and 
fay, Amen. ; 

‘16 Curfed dé he that fetteth light by his father or 
his mother. And all the people fhall fay, Amen, 

17 Curfed be he that removeth his neishbour’s 
land-mark. And _all the poople fhall fay, Amen. 

18 Curfed 


NS eee. 


fewer than twelve would ferve, if the whole book of Deuteronomy, 
a greater number would be required. 

Plaifter them vith plaifier.] Hence it appears that the law was not 
to be engraven on thefe ftones, but to be only written or painted on 
them. 

3 All the words of this lace, &c.] Including, perhaps, the curfes 
which follow from ver. 15. tothe end of the chapter. 

q And foalt eat therey and rejoice hrfure the Lord, &c.} As the people 
of Ifrach, to whom Ged promifed the land of Canaan, were given to 
underftand that God, having performed what he promifed, expeéted 
that they, on their part, would be mindful of their obligations. 

12 Stncons and Levi, aud Judah, and Ufachar, and Fofeph, and Ben- 
jamin.| We find that thefe fix tribes, who ftood upon mount Ge- 
‘rizzim (on the top, and on the defcent of it, down to the bottom) 
were all defcended from the fons of the free women, Leah and Ra- 
chel; and many think it was on that account that they were ap- 
pointed to blefs, which was more honourable than to curfe. 

14. The Levites] i.e. The priefts, who are often called “ the priefts, 
the Levites.’”’ See 7/S. vili- 37. 

Shall speak, and fay unto all the mes of Ifvael with a loud eoicrs 8c.) 
When the pricfts turned their faces firft cowards mount Gerizzim, 
they proclaimed with a loud voice, ‘ Bleffed be the man that mak- 
eth not any graven, &c4’ to which all the people that ftood there 
anfwered, Amen ; and then,turning their faces towards mount Ebal, 
they faid, €* Curfed bz the man that maketh, &c.” to which alfo 
thofe who ftood on that mountain, made the fame reply, and fo al- 
ternately. 

Us Aud putiesh it ina fecret place. ice. Hideth it, to avoid dif- 
covery and punifhment. 

Tbe people focllarfarer and foy, Amen.) Which implied only a 
declaration, or confirmation, that to fuch vices the curfe of God is 
due, agreeable to the revelation of his will in the facred volume. 

19 Jar 


The 
Before 
CHRIST 

14516 


bleffings for obedience. 


18 Curfed 4c he that maketh the blind to wander 
out of the way. And all the people fhail fay, Amen. 


1g Curfed 4e he that perverteth the judgment of 


the ftranger, fatherlefs, and widow. And ali the 
people fhall fay, Amen. 

20 Curfed 4e he that licth with his father’s wife; 
becaufe he uncovereth his father’s fkirt. And all 


the people fhall fay, Amen. 


21 Curfed de he that lieth with any manner of 


beaft. And all the people fhall fay,’ Amen. 

22 Curfed de he that lieth with his fifter, the 
daughter of his father, or the daughter of his mother, 
And all the people fhall fay, Amen. . 

23 Curfed de he that lieth with his mother in law. 
And all the people fhall fay, Amen. 

24 Curfed dc he that fmiteth his neighbour fe- 
cretly. And all the people fhall fay, Amen. 

25 Curfed Je he that taketh reward to flay an inno- 
cent perfon. And all the people fhall fay, Amen. 

26 Curfed be he that confirmeth not al/ the words 
of thislaw todo them. And all the peple fhall fay, 


Amen, 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
1 The blefings for obedience. 15 The curfes for dif- 
obedience. 


N D it fhall come to pafs, if thou fhalt hearken 

diligently unto the voice of the Lorp thy God, 

to obferve and to do all his commandments which. I 

command thee this day, that the Lorp thy God will 
fet thee on high above all nations of the earth: 

2 And all thefe bleffings fhall come on thee, and 
evertake thee, if thou fhalt hearken unto the voice 
of the Lorn thy God. 

3 Bleffed /nalt thou de in the city, and bleffed /fhal 
thou de in the field. 

4 Bleffed /hall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy ground, and the fruit of thy cattle; the 
increafe of thy kine, and the flocks of thy fheep. 

5 Bleffed_/hail be thy bafket and thy ftore. 

6 Bleffed /halt thou e when thou comeft in, and 
bleffed /halt thou 4e when thou goeft out. 

7 The Lorn fhall caufe thine enemjes that rife 
up againft thee to be {mitten before thy face: they 
fhall come out againft thee one way, and flee before 
thee feven ways. 

8 The Lorn fhall command the bleffing upon thee 
in thy ftorehoufes, and in all that thou fetteft thine 
hand unto; and he fhall blefs thee in the land which 
the Lorp thy God giveth thee. 

9 The Lorn fhall eftablifh thee an holy people 
unto himfelf, as he hath fworn unto thee, if thou 
fhalt keep the commandments of the Lorp thy God, 
and walk in his ways. 

10 And all the people of the earth fhall fee that 
thou art called by the name of the Lorp; and they 
thal] be afraid of thee. 

11 And the Lorn fhall make thee plenteous in 
goods, in the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of 





19 The flranger, fatherlefiy and widew, &c.] A deautiful para- 
phrafe this upon the word poor! 

24 That finiteth bis neighbour fecretly, &.] We arc to underftand 
this not only of murder, but likewife of defamation and feandal, by 
which the fame of an abfent perfon is wounded and deftroyed. 

25 That taketh reward ta flay an innecent perfuny &c.] ‘This has re- 
fpeét to the judges, who, for money, not only gave wrong judg- 
ment, but condemned the innocent to death. See Micah iii. 11. 

26 That coufirmeth not all the wards of this law, &c.] i.e. That 
performeth not, &c. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIL 


We fhould confider ferioufly the bleffings and curfings pronounced 
with fo much folemnity to the Iraelites; that finners are fubject 
to the wrath of God, no lefs by the gofpel, than by the law; and 
that thofe denounced by the gofpel are by far the moft terrible. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. 
2, Ind evertake thee, &c.] Which expreffion points out the quick- 


CHAP. XXVIII. 



















‘land, whither thou goeft to poffefs it. 
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which the Lorn fware unto thy fathers to give thee. ~y451. 


12 The Lorn fhall open unto thee his good trea- 
fure, the heaven to give the rain unto thy land in 
his feafon, and to blefs all the work of thine hand: 
and thou fhalt lend unto many nations, and thou 
fhalt not borrow. 

13 And the Lonp fhall make thee the head, and 
not the tail; and thou fhalt be above only, and thou 
fhalt not be beneath; if that thou hearken unto the 
commandments of the Lorp thy God, which I com- 
mand thee this day, to obferve and to do them: 

14 And thou fhalt not go afide from any of the 
words which I command thee this day, to the right 
hand, orZothe left, to goafter other gods to fervethem. 

15 ¥ But it fhall come to pafs, if thou wilt not 
hearken unto the voice of the Lorp thy God, to ob- 
ferve to do all his commandments and his ftatutes 
which I command thee this day; that all thefe curfes 
fhall come upon thee, and overtake thee: 

16 Curfed /halt thou de in the city, and curfed /halt 
thou ée¢ in the field. 

17 Curfed /hall be thy bafket and thy ftore. 

18 Curfed /hall be the fruit of thy body, and the 
fruit of thy land, the increafe of thy kine, and the 
flocks of thy fheep. 

19 Curfed /hait thou 4e when thou comeft in, and 


curled /halt thou Ze when thou goeft out. 


20 ‘I'he Lorp fhall fend upon thee curfing, vex- 
ation, and rebuke, in all that thou fetteft thine hand 


unto for to do, until thou be deftroyed, and until 


thou perifh quickly; becaufe of the wickednefs of 
thy doings, whereby thou haft forfaken me. 

21 The Lorp fhall make the peftilence cleave 
unto thee, until he have confumed thee from off the 

22 The Lorp fhall {mite thee with a confumption, 
and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with 
an extreme burning, and with the fword, and with 
blafting, and with mildew; and they fhall purfue 
thee until thou perith. 

23 And the heaven that zs over thy head fhall be 
brafs, and the earth that zs under thee /hail e iron. 

24 The Lorn fhall make the rain of thy land 


powder and duft: from heaven fhall it come down ‘ 


upon thee, until thou be deftroyed. . 

-25 The Lorp fhall caufe thee to be fmitten be- 
fore thine enemies: thou fhalt go out one way againft 
them, and flee feven ways before them: and fhalt be 
removed inte all the kingdoms of the earth, 

26 And thy carcafe fhall be meat unto the fowls of 
the air, and unto the beafts of the earth, and no man 
fhall fray them away. ° 

27 The Lorp will fmite thee with the botch of 
Egy; t, and with the emerods, and with the fcab, and 
with :he itch, whereof thou canft not be healed. 

28 The Lorp will fmite thee with madnefs, and 
blindnefs, and aftonifhment of heart: | 

2g And thou fhalt grope at noonday, asthe blind 
gropeth in darknefs, and thou fhalt not profper in thy 

: ways: 


ee 
nefs and unexpectednefs of the bleflings wherewith God would favour 


the Hraclites :—he would furprife them, as it were, with his benefits, 
and not only exceed, but even anticipate their wifhes. 

5 Bleffed fall be thy bafket, &c.] 1.¢- Thou thale profper in all 
thy labours of hufbandry. 

7 Flee before thee fewen wayt,| Which promifed not only victory, 
but a complete one. 

12 Thou foals lend unto many nations, aud thou fhalt not birrew.] i.e. 
Thou fhalt have fuch plenty, as that, after thou haft fufficed thyfelf, 
thou fhalt be able to lend unto others. 

21 Cleave unto thee} i.e. Be incurable. 

23 The earth—iron.| i.e. Hard as iron, for want of rain to foftenit. 

26 No man Shall fray them away.] i.e. No man fhall take fo 
much compaffion upon them, as to chafe away the fowls of the air, 
and the beafts of the earth, and to inter the remainders of the car- 
cafes which thofe devourers had nor confumed. 

‘ Pages butch of Egypt] ‘Which is generally underftood to be the 
eprofy. 

TT be emerods, &c.] This is {uppofed to be the piles. 

45 Moreover 
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ways: and thou fhalt be only oppreffed and fpoiled 
evermore, and no man fhall fave shee. 

g0 Thou fhalt betroth_a wife, and another man 
fhall lie with her: thou fhalt build an houfe, and 
thou fhale not dwell therein: thou fhalt plant a vine— 
‘yard, and fhalt not gather the grapes thereof. 

31 Thine ox /hail be flain before thine eyes, and 
thou fhalt not eat thereof: thine afs /iall be violently 
taken away from before thy face, and fhall not be 
reftored to thee: thy fheep /had/ be given unto thine 
enemies, and thou fhalt have none to refcue them. 

g2 Thy fons and thy daughters /rall be given unto 
another people, and thine eyes fhall look, and fail 
with longing for them all the day long: and ¢here /hail 
ée no might in thine hand. 

33 The fruit of thy Jand, and all thy labours, fhall 
a nation which thou knoweft not eat up; and thou 
fhalt be only oppreffed and crufhed alway : . 

34 So that thou fhalt be mad for the fight of thine 
eyes which thou fhalt fee. 

35 The Lorp fhall fmite thee in the knees, and in 
the legs, with a fore botch that cannot be healed, 
from the fole of thy foot unto the top of thy head. 

36 TheLorp fhall bring thee, and thy king which 
thou fhalt fet over thee, unto a nation which neither 
thou nor thy fathers have known; and there fhale 
thou ferve other gods, wood and ftone. 

37 And thou fhale become an aftonifhment, a 
proverb, and a byword, among all nations whither 
the Lorp fhall lead thee. 

38 Thou fhale carry much feed out into the field, 
and fhale gather dué little in; for the locuft fhall 
confume it. 

39 Thou fhalt plant vineyards,and drefs them, but 
fhalc neither drink ofthe wine,-nor gather the grapes; 
for the worms fhall eat them. 

40 Thou fhalt have olive trees throughout all thy 
coafts, bur thou fhalt not anoint thy/e/f with the eil ; 
for thine olive fhall caft Azs fruit. 

41 Thou fhalt beget fons and daughters, but thou 
fhalt not enjoy them; for they fhall go into captivity. 

42 All thy trees and fruit of thy land fhall the lo- 
cuft confume. : 

43 The ftranger that zs within thee fhall get up 
above thee very high; and thou fhalt come down 
very low. 

44 He fhall lend to thee, and thou fhalt not Jend to 
him: he fhall be the head, and thou fhalt be the tail. 

45 Moreover all thefe curfes fhall comeupon thee, 
and fhall purfue thee, and overtake thee, till thou be 
deftroyed; becaufe thou hearkenedft not unto the 


voice of the Lorn thy God, to keep his command--. 


ments and his ftatutes which he commanded thee: 

46 And they, fhall be upon thee for a fign and for 
a wonder, and upon thy feed for ever. 

47 Becaufe thou fervedft not the Lorp thy God 
with joyfulnefs, and with gladnefs of heart, for the 
abundance of all things ; 

48 Therefore fhalt thou ferve thine enemies which 


SE EY SM SE OA ear AN RE ET AE LAT AP 
45 Moreover all thefe curfes foall come upon thee—till thou be defiroyed, 
‘&c.] This fignifies, that thefe punifhments fhould not ceafe, but 


follow one upon another, till they had brought them to utter ruin. .[/ 


46 They Jball be upon thee for a fign and fora wonder] i.e. The 
eurfes fhall remain fixed upon thee, and continue unremoved from 
age toage, that all men may take notice of them, and look upon 
them as extraordinary tokens of God’s high difpleafure, and take 
iat thereby, to avoid their guilt of difobedience and in- 

elity. 

dnd upon thy feed for ever.] That all the world may clearly fee 


that the God of their fathers hath caft them off, they having no figns }| 
or badges of his ancient wonted favours; whilft innumerable marks {1 
and fears of his fearful indignation againft their fathers, remain J, 
unhealed in their children, after more generations than theirancef- J. 


tors had of profperity in the promifed land. 
49 The Lord feall bring anation againft thee from far] A fimilar 
Gefcription is given of the Chaldeans, Scr. v.15. - But this evi- 
-@¢ently belongs to the Romans. 
From the endof the earth] The Romans, by whom they were laft 
deftroyed, came literally from far, and from the end of the earth, 


DEUTERON OMY. 


| diftrefs thee.) 


the Lorn fhall fend againft thee, in hunger, and in 
thirft, and in nakednefs, and in want of all things: 
and he fhall put a yoke of iron upon thy neck, until 
he have deftroyed thee. 

49 The Lorp fhall bringa nation againft thee from 
far, from the end of the earth, as fwift asthe eagle 
flieth; a nation whofe tongue thou fhalt not under- 
ftand ; 

50 A nation of fierce countenance, which fhall not 
regard the perfon of the old, nor fhew favour tothe 
young: 

51 And he fhall eat the fruit of thy cattle, and the 
fruit of thy land, until thou be deftroyed: which 
alfo fhall not leave thee ezther corn, wine, or oil, or 
the increafe of thy kine, or flocks of thy fheep, until 
he have deftroyed thee. 

52 Ane he fhall befiege thee inall thy gates, until 
thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein thou 
truftedf throughout all thy land: and he fhall be- 
fiege thee in all thy gates throughout all thy land, 
which the Lorp thy God hath given thee. 

53 And thou fhalt eat the fruit of thine own body, 
the flefh of thy fons and of thy daughters, which the 
Lorp thy God hath given thee,in the fiege,and in the 
ftraitnefs, wherewith thine enemies fhall diftrefs thee: 

54 So that the man that is tender among you, and 
very delicate, his eye fhall be evil toward his brother, 




























remnant of his children which he fhall leave : 

55 So that he will not give to any of them of the 
flefh of his children whom he fhall eat: becaufe he 
hath nothing left him in the fiege, and in the ftrait— 
nefs, wherewith thine enemies fhall diftrefs thee in 
all thy gates. 

56 The tender and delicate woman among you, 
which would not adventure to fet the fole of her foot 
upon the ground for delicatenefs and tendernefs, her 
eye fhall be evil toward the hufband of her bofom, 
and toward her fon, and toward her daughter, 

57 And toward her young one that cometh out 
from between her feet, and toward her children 
which fhe fhall bear: for fhe fhall eat them for want 
of all chings fecretly inthe fiege and ftraitnefs, where- 
with thine enemy fhall diftrefs thce in thy gates. 

58 If thou wilt not obferve to do all the words of 
this law that are written in this book, that thou 
mayeit fear this glorious and fearful name, THE 
LORD THY GOD; 

59 Then the Lorp will make thy plagues won- 
derful, and the ‘plagues of thy feed, even great 
plagues, and of long continuance, and fore fick- 
neffes, and of long continuance. 

60 Moreover he will bring upon thee all the dif. 
eafes of Egypt, which thou waft afraid of; and they 
fhall cleave unto thee. . 

61 Alfo every ficknefs, and every plague, which 
zs not written in the book of this law, them will the 
Lorp bring upon thee, until thou be deftroyed. 


62 And ye fhall be left few in number, whereas ye 
were 


en 
particularly Julius Severus, who was called by the emperor Adriany 
to effet their deftru€tion, from commanding here in Britain. 

As fuvift'as the eagle fiicth, &c. | This is metaphorically applied 
to the Roman eagles, or enfigns. 

53 Inthe fiege, and inthe ftraituefiy wherewith thine enemies foall 
Which was exactly fulfilled by Vefpafian and his fon 
Titus, who befieged them fo clofely in Jerufalem, that they could 
not ftir out; fothat feveral hundred thoufands perifhed by a lamen- 


| table famine and the fword; there were deftroyed by peftilence, fa- 


mine, and otherways, one million, one hundred thoufand, befides 
above nine hundred thoufand carried into captivity. 

55 Sothat heawill nt give to any, &c.] Thefe words are deferiptive 
ofmore famines than one, whereby they were forced, after they had 
eaten up their horfes, dogs, cats, and {uch like creatures, and their 
very beltsand fhoes, to eat even their own children; which the pa- 
‘rents, who ufed to live delicioufly, Mofes prophefted fhould them- 
felves eat up privately, and let none fhare with them. 

62 %¢ foall be left few in number, &.] Accordingly, they were 
lefe few in number; for Severus fo befct and attacked them fepa- 


rately, in feveral parties, that very few of them efcaped. 
s$ 64 From 
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Bythe memory of theworks theyhad fen CHAP. XXIX. the people are exhorted to obedience. 





Refore were as the ftars of heaven for multitude; becaufethou 


ct wouldeft not obey the voice of the Lorp thy God. 


63 And it fhall come to pais, that as the Lrop re- 
joiced over you to do you good,and to multiply you; 
fo the Lorn will rejoice overyou to deftroy you,and 
to bring you to nought: and ye fhall be plucked from 
off the land whither thou goeft to poffels it. 

64 And the Lorn thall fcatter thee among all peo- 
ple, from the one end of the earth even unto the 
other; and there thou fhalt ferve other gods, which 
neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood 
and f{tone. 

65 And among thefe nations fhalt thou find no 
eafe, neither fhall the fole of thy foot have reft: but 
the Lory fhall give thee there a trembling heart, 
and failing of eyes, and forrow of mind : 

66 And thy life fhall hang in doubt before thee; 
and thou fhalt fear day and night, and fhalt have 
none affurance of thy life: 

67 Inthe morning thou fhalt fay, Would God it 
were even! and at even thou fhalt fay, Would Godit 
were morning! for the fear of thine heart wherewith 
thou fhalt fear, and for the fight of thine eyes which 
thou fhalt fee. 

68 And the Lorn fhall bring thee into Egypt 
again with fhips, by the way whereof I {fpake unto 
thee, Thou thalt fee it no more again: and there ye 
fhall be fold unto your enemies for bondmen and 
bondwomen, and no man fhall buy you. 

CH AP. XXIX. 
1 Mofes exhorteth the perple to obedience ly the memory of 
the works they had feen. 10 They are all prefented Le- 

Jore the LORD to enter into covenant with him, and 

warned of the danger of flattering themfelves in wich- 

ednefs. Revealed things alone belong to men.. 
CATHESE are the words of the covenant, which the 
Lorp commanded Mofes to make with the chil- 
dren of Ifrael in the land of Moab, befide the cove- 
nant which he made with them in Horeb. 

2 And Mofes called unto all Ifrael, and faid 
unto them, Ye have fecn all that the Lorp did be- 
fore your eyes in the land of Egypt unto Pharaoh, 
and unto all his fervants, and unto all his land; 

3 The great temptations which thine eycs have 
feen, the figns, and thofe great miracles ; 

4 Yet the Lorp hath not given you an heart to 
perceive, and eyes to fee, and ears to hear, unto 
this day. 

5 And I have led you forty years in the wilder- 
nefs: your clothes are not waxen old upon you, and 
thy fhoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. 

6 Ye have not eaten bread, neither have ye drunk 
wine or ftrong drink : that ye might know that I am 
the Lory your God. 

7 And when ye came unto this place, Sihon the 
king of Hefhbon, and Og the king of Bafhan, came 
out againft us unto battle, aud we fmote them: 


64 From the one end of the earth even unto the sther, &c.} Many of 
them were caufed by Adrian to be tranfported into Spain, accounted 
the weftern end of the world; and many of them fled to Babylon, 
and almoft the extremity of the eaft. 

68 Ye fall be fild—and no man fall buy you.) By this itis generally 
underitood, that though fome were fold at a very vile rate, next to 
nething, yet others hung upon the fellers hands; the marker being 
either overftocked with their numbers, that none would cheapen 
the greateft part of them ; or they were fo contemptible, that none 
would give for fuch ufelefs flaves the price which was demanded. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIII. 
"Lhe threatenings and curfes contained in this chapter having been 
accomplifhed, clearly prove the divinity of the holy fcriptures ; 
and ought to infpire us with a great fear of offending the Lord, 
left we fhould incur thofe penalties and curfes that are denounced 
in the gofpel ; and which are neither Jefs certain, nor Jefs dread- 
ful, than thofe contained in the law. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIX. 
2 Lhefe are the words, &c.) Signifying the words of the foregoing 
chapter. 
No. 17. 























8 And we took their Jand,and gave it for an inhe- 
ritance unto the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, 
and to the half tribe of Manaffch. 

9 Keep therefore the words of this covenant, and 
do them, that ye may profperin all that ye do.. 

10 F Ye ftand this day all of you before the Lorn 
your God; your captains of your tribes, your elders, 
and your officers, with all the men of Ifrael; 

11 Your little ones, your wives, and thy ftranger 
that zs in thy camp, from the hewer of thy wood 
unto the drawer of thy water : ; 

12 That thou fhouldeft enter into covenant with 
the Lorp thy God, and into his oath, which the 
Lorp thy God maketh with thee this day: : 

13 That he may eftablifh thee to day for a people 
unto himfelf, and that he may be unto thee a God, as 
he hath faid unto thee, and as he hath fworn unto 
thy fathers, to Abraham, to lfaac, and to Jacob. 

14 Neither with you only do I make this cove- 
nant and this oath ; . 

15 But with him that flandeth here with us this 
day before the Lorn our God, and alfo with him 
that zs not here with us this day : 

16 (For ye know how we have dwelt in the land 
of Egypt; and how we came through the nations 
which ye paffed by ; ; 

37 And ye have fcen their abominations, and 
their idols, wood and ftone, filver and gold, which 
were among them:) 

18 Left there fhould be among you man, or wo- 
man, or family, or tribe, whofe heart turneth away 
this day fromthe Lorp our God, to go and ferve the 
gods of thefe nations; left there fhould be among 
you aroot that beareth gall and wormwood ; 

.1g And it come to pafs,when he heareth the words 
of this curfe,that he blefs himfelf inhis heart, faying, 
I fhall have peace, though I walk in the imagination 
of mine heart, toadd drunkennefs to thirft : 

20 The Lorp will not fpare him, but then the 
anger of the Lorp and his jealoufy fhall fmoke a- 
gain{it that man, and all the curfes that are written 
in this book fhall lie upon him, and the Lorp fhall 
blot out his name from under heaven. 

21 And the Loro fhall feparate him unto evil out 


‘ofall the tribes of Ifrael,according to all the curfes of 


the covenant that are written in this book of the law: 

22 So that the generation to come of your chil- 
dren that fhall rife up after you, and the ftranger 
that fhall come from a far land, fhall fay, when they 
fee the plagues of that land, and the fickneffes which 
the Lorn hath Jaid upon it; 

23 And that the whole land thereof is brimftonc, 
and falt, and burning, that it is not fown, nor beareth, 
norany grafs groweth therein, like the overthrow of 
Sodom, and Gomorrah, Admah, and Zeboim, which 
the Lorn overthrew in his anger, and in his wrath : 

24 Even all nations fhall fay, Wherefore hath the 

Lorp 


ee RI RA CRS 

6 Ve have nut eaten bread, &c.] For they were conitanily fupported 
by a miraculous fupply from God, who took care of them, and 
thereby laid a greater obligation upon them to ferve him, who had 
gracioufly fed them, without any labour of theit own, 

15 But with him that flandeth bere with us this day, Sc.) Inftead of 
‘¢bur,” it might be better tranflated, As with him that ftandeth 
here with us this day before the Lord our God, fo alfo with him 
that is not with us this day. 

38 A root that beareth gall and ewormwood.| This is a figurative ex- 
preflion, which denotes any wicked, idolatrous perfon lurking a- 
mong, and mixed in with the people ; who, like the venom of an 
infectious plant, might diffufe their evil practices, and corrupt the 
reft. 

19 To add drunkenuefs to thirf.] This isa metaphorical expreffion, 
which denotes a prefumptuaus ¢ontinuance in fin. 

20 Shall lie upon him, &c.] The curfes fhall not fall only, but fhall 
€¢ lie” or remain upon him. 

23 The whole land thereof is brimflone, and fal, and burning, &c.} 
Weare told by Pliny, Ovzuis locas in quo reperitur fal, fleriliscft, nibtlgue 
gignit; that is, All ground whereon fale is found, is barren, and pro- 
duces nothing. 

31 29 The 
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Great mercies promifed the penitent. DEUTERONOMY. Death and hfe are fet before the people, 


in every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, Before 
and in the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy CPRIsr 
land, for good : for the Loxp will againrejoiceaver “" 
thee for good, as ke rejoiced over thy fathers : 

10 If thou fhalt hearken unto the voice of the 
Lorp thy God, to keep his commandments and his 
ftatutes which are written in this book of the law,and 
if thou turn unto the Lorp thy God with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul. 

a1 For this commandment which I command 
thee this day, it zs not hidden from thee, neither 7s 
it far off. 

12 Itzs not in heaven, that thou fhouldeft fay, 
Who fhall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto 
us, that we may hear it, and do it? 

13 Neither zs it beyond the fea, thatthou fhouldeft 
fay, Who fhall go over the fea for us, and bring it 
unto us, that we may hear it, and doit? 

14 But the word zs very nigh unto thee, in thy 
mouth, and in thy heart, that thou mayeit do it. 

15 I See, I have fet before thee this day life and 
good, and death and evil; 

16 In that I command thee this day to love the 
Lorn thy God, to walk in his ways, and to keep his 
commandments and his ftatutes and his judgments, 
that thou mayeft live and multiply: and the Lorn 
thy God fhall blefs thee in the land whither thou 
goelt to poffefs it. 

17 But if thine heart turn away, fo that thou wilt 
not hear, but fhalt be drawn away,and worfhip other 
gods, and ferve them; 

18 I denounce unto you this day, that ye fhall 
furely perith, and that ye fhall not prolong vour days 
upon the land, whither thou paffeft over Jordan to 
go to poffels it. 

1g I call heaven and earth to record this day a- 
gainit you, that I have fet before you life and death, 
bleffing and curfing: therefore choofe life, that both ., 
thou and thy feed may live: 2: 

20 That thou mayeft love the Lorn thy God, and: 
that thou mayeft obey his voice,and thatthou mayeft 
cleave unto him: for he és thy life, and the length of 
thy days: that thou mayeft dwell in the land which’ 
the Lorp {ware unto thy fathers, to Abraham, to 
(| Ifaac, and to Jacob, to give them. 


CHAP. XXXI. 

1 Mofes encourageth the people, 7 and Fofhua. go He de- 
livercth the law to the pric/ls to be read Ly them every 
Seventh year to the people. 14. Mofes and Fofhua appear 
before God. 16 God telleth Mofesof the people's future 
apoftacy, and the confequent evils, and giveth him a fong 

to teftify againft them. 23 Fofhua receiveth a charge. 
24 Mofes delivereth the book of the law to the Levites 
vo keep, and calleth together the elders and officers to 
hear the fong. ; 


Before Lorp done thus unto this land? what meancth the 
heat of this great anger ? 

25 Then men fhall: fay, Becaufe they have for- 
faken the covenant of the Lorn God of their fathers, 
which he made with them when he brought them 
forth out of the land of Egypt: 

26 For they went and ferved other gods, and wor- 
fhipped them, gods whom they knew not, and whom 
he had not given unto them : . 

27 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled againft 
this land, to bring upon it all the curfes that are 
written in this.book : 

28 And the Lorp rooted them out of their land 
in anger, and in wrath, and in great indignation, and 
caft them into another land, as zt is this day. 

29 The fecret things belong unto the Lorp our God: 
but thofe things which are revealed belong unto us and 
to our children for ever, that we may do all the 
words of this law. 


C H A P. XKX. 


1 Great mercies promifed unto the penitent. 11 The com~ 
mandment 2s of obvious interpretation. 15 Death and 
life are fet before the people. 

A ND it fhall come to pafs, when all thefe things 
are come upon thee, the bleffing and the curfe, 
which I have fet before thee, and thou fhalt call them 
to mind among all the nations, whither the Lorn thy 

God hath driven thee, 

2 And fhalt return unto the Lorp thy God, and 
fhalt obey his voice according to al] that I command 
thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine 
heart, and with all thy foul; 

3 That then the Lorn thy God will turn thy cap- 
tivity, and have compaffion upon thee, and will re- 
turn and gather thce from all the nations, whither 
the Lorp thy God hath {cattered thee. 

4 If aiy of thine be driven out unto the outmoft 
parts of heaven, from thence will the Lorp thy God 
gather thee, and from thence will he fetch thee: 

5 And the Lorp thy God will bring thee into the 
Jand which thy fathers poffeffed, and thou fhalt pof- 
fefs it; and he will do thee good, and multiply thee 
above thy fathers. 

6 And the Lorp thy God will circumcife thine 
heart, and the heart of thy feed, to love the Lorn 
thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy foul, 
that thou mayeft live. 

4a And the Lorp thy God will put all thefe curfes 
upon thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, 
which perfecuted thee. 

8 And thou fhalt return and obey the voice of the 
Loxp, and do all his commandments which I com- 
mand thee this day. 

g And the Lorn thy God will make thee plenteous 
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Ifraelites (like the Greek philofophers) to undertake long and tedi- 
ous voyages, or wearifome travels, to fetch their inftruétions from 
forcign countries, in order to acquire wifdom; for-God now taught 
his people in the wildernefs, without any pains of their own. 

15 See, have fet befire thee life and giad, and death and evil.] By 
“© life”? may be meant long life in the land God had ‘premifed them; 
and by “ good,” all the profperity they could wih for there; fo by 
‘* death” is underftood their being cut off from the land of the living 
before their time ; and by ‘evil,’’ all the calamiries he had threaten- 
ed while they lived. In a higher fenfe, it may be underftood to 
mean, true happinefs both here ard forever. : 


29 Thefecret things belong, &c.] Several take the meaning of this 
fo be, thar mén fhould not fearch into thofe mytfteties which God 
has, in’his great wifdom, thought proper to conceal from the fons of 
men. Ie has likewife been tranflated thus: That the fecrets of the 
Lord our God aré revealed to us und to our children; and this fenfe 
has been adopted and maintained by many of great eminence and 
learning. : 
'.GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIX. 
From this chapter, and the threatenings denounced in it, we are 

taught to fear God, and not cxpofe ourfelves tohis wrath. Above 

all, we fhould remember, that he has made for us a more excel- 
lent and permanent covenant in Jefus Chrift: we fhould therefore 
take heed that we fear, love, and obey him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XXX. 

4 Lf any of thine be driven out unto the uimoft parts of heaven, from 
*Eence will the Lord thy God gather thee, &¢.] ‘To this promife Nehe- 
miah plainJy alludes in his prayer to God, toprofper his endeavours 
tor the reftoration of Jerufalem, Ned. i. 8, 9. 

- 6 Will circumcife thine hearty &c.] It is tranflated in the Greek, 
Will purge and cleanfe thine heart. The Jews refted too much on 
the ane of their religiori, and particularly the circumcifion of 
the fiefh. 

- 13 Whofeall go over the fea for wt, &C.] It was not neceflary for the 

2 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XXX. 


This chapter exhibits to us the promifes God made to the Jews, of 
re-eftablifhing them wher they fhould return ro him; and fhews, 
that God is full of goodncis, and always ready to receive into mer- 
ey thofe finners who-ate enabled to make a right ofe of his correc- 
tions, and are converted te him. lf we confider what Mofes fays, 
“¢ I fetbefore thee life and death, bleffing and curfing—choolz thee 
bleffing and life,” ic will appear, chat there is nothing wanting on 
God’s part to make men happy; andif they perifh, their con- 
demnation will lie at their own door: this refleGtiun {ould excite 
us to love God with all our heart, obey his voice, and to adhere 
to him; becaufe he #lone is our life and ovr happiness. 
EXPLANATORY 








Mofes encourageth the people. CHAP. XXXI. . Fofhua receiveth a charge. 
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-This being at the end of every feventh year, when they were free 


‘Jrife up, and go a whoring after the gods of the 
ftrangers of the land, whither they go to de among 
them, and will forfake me, and break my covenant 
which I have made with them. 

_ 17 Then my anger fhall be kindled againft them 
in that day, and I will forfake them, and I will hide 
my face from them, and they fhall be devoured, and 
many evils and troubles fhall befal them; fo that 
they will fay in that day, Are not thefe evils come 
upon us, becaufe our God is not among us? 

18 And I will furely hide my face in that day: for 
all the evils which they fhall have wrought, in that 
they are turned unto other gods. 

19 Now therefore write ve this fong for you, and 
teach it the children of Ifrael: putitin their mouths, 
that this fong may be a witnefs for me againft the 
children of Irael. 

20 For when I fhall have brought them into the 
land which I fware unto their fathers, that flowcth 
with milk and honey; and they fhall have eaten and 
filled themfelves, and waxen fat; then will they turn 
unto other gods, and ferve them, and provoke me, 
and break my covenant. 

21 And it thal! come to pafs, when manyevils and 
troubles are befallen them, that this fong thall teftify 
againft them as awitnefs; for it fhall not be forgotten 
out of the mouths of their feed: for knowtheirima- 
gination which they goabout, evennow, beforel have 
brought them into the land which 1 fware. 

22 Mofes therefore wrote this fong the fame day, 
and taught ic the children of Ifrael, 

239 And he gave Jofhua the fon of Nuna charge, 
and faid, Be ftrong and ofa good courage: for thou 
fhalt bring the children of Ifrael into the land which 
I fware untothem: and 1 will be with thee. 

24 G And it came to pafs when Mofes had made 
an end of writing the words of this law in a book, 
until they were finifhed, 

25 That Mofes commanded the Levites, which bare 
the ark of the covenant of the Lorp, faying, 

26 ‘Take this book of the law, and put it in the 
fide of the ark of the covenant of the Lory your God, 
that it may be there fora witnefs againft thee. 

27 For I know thy rebellion, and thy ftiff neck: 
behold, while I am yet alive with you this day, ye 
have been rebellious againfi the Lorn; and how 
much more after my death ? 

28 Gather unto me all the elders of your tribes, 
and your officers, that I may fpeak thefe words in 
their ears, and call heaven and earth to record 
againft them. 

29 For I know that after my death ye will utterly 
corrupt yawrfelves, and turn-afide from the way which 
I have commanded you; and evil will befal you in 
the latter days; becaufe ye will do evil-in the fight 
of the Lorp, to provoke him to anger through the 
work of your hands. 

go And Mofes fpake in the cars of all the congre= 
gation of Ifrael the words of this fong, until they 
were ended. 

CHAP. 



























all Ifrael. 

2 And he faid unto them, I em an hundred and 
twenty years old this day; I can no more go out and 
come in: alfo the Lorp hath faid unto me, Thou 
fhalt not go over this Jordan. 

3 The Lorp thy God, he will go over before thee, 
and he will deftroy thefe nations from before thee, 
and thou fhalt poffefs them: and Jofhua, he fhall go 
over before thee, as the Lorp hath faid. 

4 And the Lorn fhall do unto them as he did to 
Sihon and to Og, kings of the Amorites, and unto the 
Jand of them, whom he deftroyed. 

5 And the Lorn fhall give them up before your 
face, that ye may do unto them according unto all 
the commandments which I have commanded you. 

6 Be ftrong, and of good courage, fear not, nor be 
afraid of them: for the Lorp thy God, he zt /s that 
doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forfake 
thee. 

7 & And Mofes called unto Jofhua, and faid unto 
him in the fight of all Hrael, Be ftrong and of a good 
courage: for thou muft go with this people unto the 
land which the Lorp hath {worn unto their fathers 
to give them; and thou fhalt caufe them to in- 
herit it. 

8 And the Lonp, he zt zs that doth go before thee; 
he will be with thee, he will not fail thee, neither for- 
fake thee: fear not, neicher be difmayed. 

9 4 And Mofes wrote this law, and delivered it 
unto the priefts the fons of Levi, which bare the ark 
of the covenant of the Lorp, and unto all the elders 
of Tfrael. 

10 And Mofes commanded them, faying, At the 
end of every feven years, in the folemnity of the year 
of releafe, in the feaft of tabernacles, 

11 When all Ifrael is come to appear before the 
Lorp thy God in the place which he fhall choofe, 
thou fhalt read this law before all Ifrael in their 
hearing. 

1z Gather the people together, men, and women, 
and children, and thy ftranger that zs within thy 
gates, that they may hear, and that they may learn, 
and fear the Lorp your God, and obferve to do all 
the words of this law: 

13 And éhaé their children, which have not known 
any thing, may hear, and learn to fear the Lox your 
God, as long as ye live in the land whither ye go over 
Jordan to poffefs it. 

14 F And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Behold, thy. 
days approach that thou mutt dic: call Jofhua, and 
prefentyourfelvesinthe tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion, that I may give hima charge. And Mofes and 
Jofhua went, and prefented themfelves in the taber- 
nacle of the congregation. 

15 And the Lorn appeared in the tabernacleina 
pillar of a cloud: and the pillar of the cloud Mood 
over the door of the tabernacle. : 

16 And the Lorn faid unto Mofes, Behold, thou 
fhalt fleep with thy fathers; and this people will 


A ND Mofes went and fpake thefe words unto; 








from cares by the releafe of their debts, the law was likely to make 
the greater impreffion on them. 

16 Thou foalt fleep with thy fathers, &c.] _ * Sleep,’ in {eripture, 
fignifying death, this implies, that death fhall not have dominion 
over the bodies of God’s people for ever, but rhat in the morning of 


EXPLANATORY NOTES oy CHAP. XXXI. 

1 And Mofes went and {pale &:c.| Mofes, in all probability, after 
he had renewed the covenant with the people (mentioned in the 
foregoing chapter) difmiffed them, and retired to his own tent ; 
bur not long after gave them ancw fummons, and went again to take 
his leaye of them. the refurrection they fhall awake as certainly as they fall aftcep. 

2 I can no more go ouland cone ix, &c.] i.e. T can no longer dif- #/ 25 AL fes commanded the Lewites, &c.] i.e. ‘The priefts, who were 
charge the office I have long fuftained of your governorand leader ; 94 of the tribe of Levi. ; 
not for want of vigour either of body or mind, but becaufe God did }: 26 Iu the fide of the ark, &c.} Or, by the fide of theark ; tobe re- 
not think fit to permit him to condu& them any farther. : ferved there as the authentic copy, by which all others were to’ be 

AN fa the Lad hath faid, S:¢.] i.c."For the Lord hath faid, &c. b examined and correGted. 

3 And Fxbua, he foall go over befare thee, &c.] Being their captain 30 The awords of this feng, &c-] The poetry of feripture confifts 
and leader, after the death of Mofes. ‘Jin brief and weighty fentences, fimply and fincerely compofed, in 

9 Which bare the arkof the covenant of the Lord, &c.] For the Ko- Ja tively’ manner, to enlighten the underftanding, move the affe@ions, 
hathites, who were Levites and not priefls, carried the’ark in their }}].and fix the memory. Mofesled the way to all the excellencies con- 
travels. i ‘| tained ‘in the antient poetry of the heathens; inafmuch ashis mind was 

16 lathe folemnity of the year of releafcy in the fiaf of tabernacles.) {4 raifed to' the nobleft fublimity of thoughts and fpeech, by admira- 

tion of thofe ftrange events, of which he had been an eye-wimefs. 
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The fong of Mofes, DEUTERONO MY. which he received from God, 






























16 They provoked him to jealoufy with ftrange _Befue 
gods, with abominations provoked they him ton por 
anger. were 

17 They facrificed unto devils, not to God; to 
gods whom they knew not, to new gods that came 
newly up, whom your fathers feared not. 

18 OF the Rock ¢hat begat thee thou art unmind- 
ful, and haft forgotten God that formed thee. 

19 2 And when the Lorn faw zt he abhorred ¢hem, 
becaufe of the provoking of his fons, and of his 
daughters. 

20 And he faid, I will hide my face from them, I 
will fee what their end /hall be: for they are a very 
froward generation, children in whom 7s no faith. 

21 They have moved me to jealoufy with that 
which 7s not God; they have provoked me to anzer 
with their vanities: and I will move them to jea- 
loufy with thofe which are not a people; I will pro- 
voke them to anger with a foolifh nation. 

22 Fora fire is kindled in mine anger, and fhall 
burn unto the loweft hell, and fhall confumethe earth 
with her increafe, and fet on fire the foundations of 
the mountains. 

231 will heap mifchicfs upon them; I will {pend 
mine arrows upon them. 

24 They fhall be burnt with hunger, and devoured 
with burning heat, and with bitter deftruion: I will 
alfo fend the teeths of beafls upon them, with the poi- 
fon of ferpents of the duft. 

25 The fword without, and terror within, fhall de- 
ftroy both the young man and the virgin, the fuck~ 
ling a/fo with the man of grey hairs. 

26 I faid, I would fcatter them into corners, I 
would make the remembrance of them to ceafe from 
among men: 

27 Were it not that I feared the wrath of the ene- 
my, left their adverfaries fhould behave themfelves 
{trangely, and left they fhould fay, Our hand és high, 
and the Lorn hath not done all this. 

28 For they a7¢ a nation void of counfel, neither 
ts there any underftanding in them, ‘ 

2g O that they were wife, that they underftood 
this, thaé they would confider their latter end! 

30 How fhould one chafe a thoufand, and two put 
ten thoufand to flight, except their Rock had fold 
them, and the Lorn had fhut them up ? 

gt Fortheir rock 7s not as our Rock, even our 
enemies themfelves dcing judges. 

32 For their vine zs of the vine of Sodom, and of 
the fields of Gomorrah: their grapes are grapes of 
gall, their clufters ave bitter : 

33 Their wine zs the poifon of dragons, and the 
cruel venom of afps. 


Olt. C H A PL XXXII. 
iss: 1 Afofes’ fong, which felteth forth the perfections of God; 
7 his foectal goodnefs to his people; 15 their ingrati— 
tude and apoftacy ; 19 God's difpleafure and vengeance, 
but mercy in the.end. 44 Mifs advifeth the people to 

Jet their hearts unto all the words of the law. 48 God 

fendeth him up to mount Nebo'to fee the promifed land, 
and die. 
IVE ear, O ye heavens, and I will fpeak; and 
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth. 

2 My do@trine fhall drop as the rain, my {peech 
fhall diftil as the dew, as the fmall rain upon the 
tender herb, and as the fhowers upon the grafs: 

3 Becaufe I will publifh the name of the Lorn: 
afcribe ye greatnefs unto our God. 

4. He is the Rock, his work zs perfeét: for all his 
ways are judgment: a God of truth and without 
iniquity, juft and right zs he. 

5 They have corrupted themf{elves, their fpot zs 
not the fpot of his children: they area perverfe and 
crooked generation. 

6 Do ye thus requite the Lorp, O foolifh people 
and unwile? zs not he thy father that hath bought 
thee? hath he not made thee, and eftablifhed thee?. 

7 I Remember the days of old, confider the years 
of many generations: afk thy father and he will 
fhew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee. 

8 When the Moft High divided to the nations 
their inheritance, when he feparated the fons of 
Adam, he fet the bounds of the people according to 
the number of the children of Ifrael. 

g For the Lorb’s portion zs his people; Jacob zs 
the lot of his inheritance. 

10 He found him ‘in a defart land, and in the 
wafte howling wildernefs; he led him about, he in- 
ftrued him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 

11 As an eagle ftirreth up her neft, fluttereth over 
her young, fpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
beareth them on her wings: 

12 So the Lorp alone did lead him, and ¢here was 
no ftrange god with him.. 

13 He made him ride on the high places of the 
earth, that he might eat the increate of the fields; 
and he made him to fuck honey out of the rock, 
and oil out of the flinty rock ; 

14 Butter of kine, and milk of fheep, with fat of 
lambs, and rams of the breed of Bafhan, and goats, 
with the fat of kidneys of wheat; and thou didft 
drink the pure blood of the grape. . 

15 @ But Jefhurun waxed fat, and kicked: thou 
art waxen fat, thou art grown thick, thou art co- 
vered with fatne/s; then he forfook God which made 
him, and lightly efteemed the Rock of his falvation. 


wT, 


34 Zs 
———— 
when he divided the carth among the fons of Noah and their pofte- 
Tity, after the flood. 

10 He led him atent, &c.] That is, he compaffed him about, he in- 
circled him with his divine protection. 

11 As an eagle firreth up her nef, &c.] Surely the care of Proyi- 
dence over the Lraclites could not be expreffed by any other com- 
parifon more emphatically. 

13 He made him ride, &c.] Perhaps fare fumptuoufly, and live 
delicioufly, asin Hy/ea.x. 11, the meaning of which is, the people 
of Ifrael fhall live in pleafure, while Judah fhall live laborioufly. 

16 Ffourun waxed fat, &c.] Here Mofes propheticaily declares, 
that Ifrael, in their profperity, fhould abufe God’s mercies, fpurn 
at his laws, and become wanton und infolent as a pampered horfc. 
The word ‘ Jefhurun” may be derived from jaZer, ‘* righteouf- 
nefs;” becaufe they were a people profeffing rightcoufnefs, or go- 
verned by laws of righteoufnefs. 

a1 J awill move them to jealoufy with thofe which are not a people, 
&c.] ‘Thus God threatens to repay their frequent revolts from him in 
their own kind, ky caufing the very Gentiles, whom they fo much 
defpifed, not only to become their conquerors, but alfo to be taken 
into his covenant, while they themfelves were excluded from it. 

27 Were it not that I feared the wrath of the enemy, &e.] TT hus 
we find God would not have their enemies infult and grow outrage- 
ous in theirinfolent language, even againft himfelf. 

32 Their vine ts of the vine of Sodom, &c-] All the foil about So- 
dom produced nothing but blafted fruit, of a black hue, and with- 


out fubftance. 
36 For 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXI. 


From hence we perceive the neceffity there was that the word of 
God fhould be put into writing, to the end that religion fhould be 
preferved pure and uncorrupted ; that this word fhould be read 
to the people ; and that the chief care of the minifters of religion 
fhould be, to keep the true doétrine, and the fervice of God, free 
from any alteration ; and that God will punifh the difobedience 
and ingratitude of thofe who abufe his goodnefs, corrupt his true 
worhhip, and rebel againft him. / 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXI. 

1 Give ear, O ye heavens, &c.] This inimitable piece of poetry 
‘Mofes begins by invoking the heavens and the earth to attend to 
what he is going to deliver. Such figurative and animated modes of 
fpeech have a great tendency to awaken the attention. 

2 My doftrize fall drop, &c.] i. e. Let my doétrine drop, &c. Sink 
into their hearts, to fotten them, as the drops of rain and dew do the 
earth, and produce the fruits of obedience, 

5 Their {pot is not the {pot of his children, &c.] That is, the fons of 
pollution are not his. ‘The true charaéteriftic of the fons of God, is, 
to imitate God himifelf ; but the crimes of the Hraelites were of fo 
aggravating a nature, as to fpeak them degenerate’ from their pro- 
feilion of being God’s peculiar people; they were the {pats of a 
crooked and perverfe generation, who refufed to be reclaimed. 

8 When the Moft High divided to the nations their inheritance, &c.} 
Mofes directs them to look farther back, and they would find that 
long before Abraham's time God had them in his thoughts, even 

4 





The fong which Mofes received from God. CHAP. XXXII. Mofes’ prophecy before his death. 
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g4 Js not this laid up in ftore with me, azd fealed 
up among my treafures ? 

35 To me éelongcth vengeance, and recompence ; 
their foot fhall flide in due time: for the day of their 
calamity zs at hand, and the things that fhall come 
upon them make hafte. 

36 For the Lorn fhall judge his people, and re- 
pent himfelf for his fervants, when he feeth that thezr 
power is gone, and ¢here'ts none {hut up, or left. 

37 And he fhail fay, Where are their gods, thezr 
rock in whom they trufted, 

38 Which did eat the fat of their facrifices, and 
drink the wine of their drink offerings? let them rife 
up and help you, azd be your proteétion. Q 

39 See now that I, even I, am he, and there zs no 
god with me: I kill, and I make alive; I wound, and 
I heal: neither is there any that can deliver cut ofmy 
hand. 

40 For I lift up my hand to heaven, and fay, I 
live for ever. 

41 If I whet my glittering. fword, and mine hand 
take hold on judgment; J will render vengeance to 
mine enemies, and will reward them that hate me. 

42 I will make mine arrows drunk with blood, 
and my fword fhall devour flefh; and that with the 
blood of the flain and of the captives, from the be- 
ginning of revenges upon the enemy. 

43 Rejoice, O ye nations, zeith his people: for he 
will avenge the blood of his fervants,and will render 
vengeance to his adverfaries, and will be merciful] 
unto his land, and to his people. 

44 @ And Mofes came and fpake all the words of 
this fong in the ears of the people, he, and Hofhea 
the fon of Nun. . 

45 And Mofes made an end of {peaking all thefe 
words to all Ifrael : . 

46 And he faid unto them, Set your hearts unto 
all the words which I teftify among you this day, 
which ye thall command your children to obferve 
to do, all the words of this law. ag 

47 Foritzs nota vain thing for you; becaufe it zs 
your life: and through this thing ye fhall prolong 
yoitr days in the land, whither ye go over Jordan to 
poffefs it. . 

48 F Andthe Lorp fpake unto Mofes that felf- 
fame day, faying, : 

49 Getthee up into this mountain Abarim, nto, 
mount Nebo, which 7s in the land of Moab, that zs 
over again{t Jcricho; and behold the land of Canaan, 
which I give unto the children of Ifrael for a pof- 
{effion : 

50 And die in the mount whither thou goeft up, 
and be gathered unto thy peopie; as Azron thy bro- 
ther died in mount Hor, and was gathered unto his 
people: 

51 Becaufe ye trefpaffed againft me among the 
children of Ifrael at the waters of Meribah-Kadeth, 
in the wildernefs of Zin: becaufe you fan€tified me 
not in the midft of the children of Hrael. 


36 Fer the Lord, &c.| i.e. Upon their repentance, he will thew 
them compaffion, ‘* Neverthelefs” inftead of ** For” would read 
better. 

"38 [Which did eat the fat of their facrifices, &c-] The fame rites were 
ufed among the Gentiles as among the Jews, who offered all the fat 
upon the altar. and there poured out the wine which accompanied 
the meat offering. 

‘40 F lift up my band tr beawen, &e-] i. ¢.1 fwear foleninly. It was 
ufual to flretch our the hand in fvearing ; agreeable to Virgil, Su 
piciens calum teuduque ad fidera dextram. . 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXH. 
In this fong of Mofes we find it plainly foretold, that the Gentiles 

fhould be called to partake of the covenant of God, in the place 

of the Jews, and the Jews themfelves fhould alfo be admitted in 
the latter days. Here we fhould blefs the Lord for having ho- 
noured us with his knowledge, who were formerly heathens, and 
pray for the converfion of the Jews, and of all the other nations 
in the world. x ; 

EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXXII 
1 And this is the bl fing, &e ] Now Mofes having fcen them vaftly 

No. 17. 



















52 Yet thou fhale fee the land before thee; but, 
thou fhalt not go thither unto thé land which I give 
the children of Ifrael. 


si CHAP. XXXIII. 


1 Mofes’ prophecy before his death, beginning with a dif- 
play of God’s majefty, and regard for Ifrael. 6 The 
bleffing of Reuben ; 7 of Fudah-; 8 of Levi; 12 of 
Benjamin; 13 of Fofeph; 18 of Zebulun and Iffachar; 
20 of Gad; 22 0f Dan; 23 of Napbtali; 24 0f Afher. 
26 The excellency of Ifrael. 


ND this is the bleffing, wherewith Mofes the 
man of God bleffed the children of Ifrael be- 
fore his death. 

2 And he faid, The Lorp came from Sinai, and 
rofe up from Seir unto them; he fhined forth from _ 
mount Paran, and he came with ten thoufands of 
faints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them. 

3 Yea, he loved the people; all his faints are in 
thy hand: and they fat down at thy feet; every one 
thall receive of thy words. 

4 Mofes commanded usa law; cven the inheritance 
of the congregation of Jacob. ; 

5 And he was king in Jefhurun, when the heads 
of the people and the tribes of Ifrael were gathered 
together. ‘ 

6 £ Let Reuben live, and not die: and let not his 
men be few. 

7 & And thiszs the dlefing of Judah: and he faid, 
Hear, Lorp, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto 
his people: let his hands be fufficient for him; and 
be thou an help ¢o him from his enemies. 

8 I And of Levi he faid, Let thy Thummim and 
thy Urim Je with thy holy one, whom thou didft 
prove at Maffah, and with whom thou didft ftrive at 
the waters of Meribah; 

9 Who faid unto his father, and tohis mother, I 
have not feen him; neither did he acknowledge his 
brethren, nor knew his own children: for they have 
obferved thy word, and kept thy covenant. 

10 They fhall teach Jacob thy judgments, and 
Ifrael thy law: they fhall put incenfe before thee, 
aind whole burnt facrifice upon thine altar. 

11 Blefs, Loxn, his fubftance, and accept the work 
‘of his hands: fmite through the loins of them that 
rife again{t him, and of them that hate him, that they 
rife not again. . 

12 F 4nd of Benjamin he faid, The beloved of the 
Lorp fhall dvell in fafety by him; and the LORD 
fhall cover him all the day long, and he fhall dwell 
betwecn his fhoulders. 

13°G And of Jofeph he faid, Bleffed of the Lorp 
be his land, for the precious things of heaven, for the 
dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, 

14 And for the precious fruits drought forth by the 
fun, and for the precious things put forth by the 


moon, 
: 15 And | 


ey 
increafed, and ready toenter upon the promised land, takes his 


farewell of them, with a blefling pronofinced upon the people in ge- 
neral, and upon each tribe in particular. 

6 Let not his men be feew.] Or it may be tranflated, Let Reuben 
live, and not die, though his men be few. As there is no mention 
made of Simeon, it is generally thought that his tribe is included in 
the bleffing of Judah, with whom his poffeffions were mixed. 

Neither did he acknowledge his brethren, nor know his oven chiltreny 
&c.] This fentence relates to the impartial execution of judgment 
by the Levites, upon the worfhippers of the golden calf, without re- 
fpeét of perfons. 

11 Lhe work of his hands, &c.] 
office. 

12 The belowed of the Lord fall dwellin fafety by him] For the 
temple of Jerufalem (the place where the Divine Majefty eminently 


i.e. The as of the minifterial 


| refided) was in the tribe of Benjamin. 


| Which fignifies fides or borders. The temple was 


built on the borders of Benjamin. 
13,14 Bloffed of the Lord be bis land, &c.| Here Mofes foretells 


that this tribe fhould be fituatedin a moft plentiful country, and en- 
richéd by the divine bleffing thereupon. 
a . 16 OF 
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The exceilency of Ifrael. 


15 And for the chief things of the ancient moun- | fhelp, and who is the fword of thy excellency! 


Before 


CHRIST 


I45h. 


tains, and for.the precious things of the lafting hills, 

16 And for the precious things of the earth and 
fulnefs thereof, and for the good will of him that 
dwelt in the buth: let zhe dleffing come upon the head 
of Jofeph, and upon the top of the head of him that 
was feparated from his brethren. we, 

17 His glory és /ite the firftling of his bullock, and 
his horns are ike the horns of unicorns: with them 
he fhall pufh the people together to the ends of the 
earth: and they are the ten thoufands of Ephraim, 
and they are the thoufands of Manaffeh. 

18 gq] And of Zebulun he faid, Rejoice, Zebulun, 
in thy going out; and Iffachar, in thy tents. 

19 They fhall call the people unto the mountain; 
there they thall offer facrifices of righteoufnefs: for 
they fhall fuck of the abundance of the feas, and of 
treafures hid in the fand. 

20 { And of Gad he faid, Bleffed Je he that en- 
largeth Gad: he dwelleth asa lion, and tearcth the 
arm with the crown of the head. 

21 And he previded the firft part for himfelf, be- 


 caufe there, 7z a portion of the lawgiver, was he feat- 


ed; and he came with the heads of the people, he 
executed the juftice ofthe Lorn, and his judgments 
with Ifrael. 

22 I And of Dan he faid, Dan is a lion’s whelp: 
he fhall leap from Bafhan. 

23 @ And of Naphrali he faid, O Naphtali, fatif- 
fied with favour, and full with the bleffing of the 
Loro: poffefs thou the weft and the fouth. ; 

24 @ And of Afher he faid, Le¢ Afher dc bleffed 
with children; let him be acceptable to his brethren, 
and Jet him dip his foot in oil. 

25 Thy thoes /iall be iron and brafs; and as thy 
days, fo /hall thy flrength de. 

26 I There is none like unto the God of Jefhurun, 


' who rideth upon the heaven in thy help, and in his 


excellency on the fky. 

27 The eternal God ?s thy refuge, and underneath 
are the everlafting arms: and he thall thruft out the 
enemy from before thee; and fhall fay, Deftroy then. 

28 Ifrael then fhall dwellin fafety alone: the foun- 
tain of Jacob /iail be upon a land of corn and wine ; 
alfo his heavens fhall drop down dew. 

2g Happy art thou, O Ifrael: who is like unto 
thee, © people faved by the Lorp, the fhield of thy 


16 Of him that dwelt in the bifa, &c.] Vide Exod. iti. 2. 

17 The ten thoufands of Ephraim, and-—the thoufards of Manafih.] 
Some imagine this to be the benediction of thefe two tribes ; the 
younger of which was to be more powerful than the elder. 

18 Ju thy going out] i. e. To traffic with the neighbouring nations. 

19 They fhall fuck of the abundance of the feas, &c.] Meaning they 
fhall import abundance of various commodities. 

20 dud teareth the arm with the crown of the head.| i.e. He thall 
deftroy the princes with their kings; the ‘* arm" denoting fubordi- 
nate rulers; the ** crown of the head,”’ fupreme or chiefcommanders. 

21 Theres ina portion of the lawgiver, was he feated, &c.] It was 
Mofes who affigned the portion of Gad. 

22 He faall leap from Bafoan.} This Bafhan was 2 mountain fa- 
mous for breeding very fierce lions; metaphorically alluding to the 
valour and courage of this tribe. 

25 Thy fooes foull be iron and brafi, &c.| An allufion to the mines 
of thofe metals, with which that country abounded. 

28 The fountain of Facob, &c.] i.e. The pofterity of Jacob, who 
flowed from him as a river from a fountain. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIIL 


From this chapter we may confider, that how great foever shofe 
bleflings of Mofes were, they became vain and unprofitable, by the 
difobedience of the Jews, whoare now thereby deprived of all 


DEUTERON OMY. 


and 
thine enemies fhall be found liarsunto thec; and thou 
fhalt tread upon their high places. 


C H A PP XXXIV. 


1 Mofes from mount Nebo vieweth the lind: 5 His death: 


and burial: 7 His age. 8 Thirty days’ mourning for 
him. 9 Fofhua fucceedeth him. 10 The pratfe of Mofis. 


Ae Mofes went up from the plains of Moab 
unto the mountain of Nebo, to the top of Pif- 
gah, that zs over againft Jericho. And the Lorp 
thewed him all the land of Gilead, unto Dan, 

2 And all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and 
Manaffch, and all the land of Judah, unto the ut- 
motft fea, 

3 And the fouth, and the plain of the valley of 
Jericho, the city of palm trees, unto Zoar. 

4 And the Lord faid unto him, This zs the land 
which I fware unto Abraham, into Ifaac, and unto 
Jacob, faying, I will sive it ruto thy feed: I have 
caufed thee to fce zf wit thine eyes, but thou fhale 
not go over thither. : 

5 I So Mofes, the fervant of the Lorn, died there 
inthe land of Moab, according to the word of the 
Lorpb, 

6 And he buried him in a valley in the land of 
Moab, over againft Beth~Peor: but no man knoweth 
of his fepulchre unto this day. 3 

74 And Mofes was an hundred and twenty year 
old whenhe died: his cye was not dim, nor his na- 
tural force abated. 


8 @ And t'e children of Ifrael wept for Mofes in | 


the plains of Moab thirty days: fo the days of wecp- 
ing and mourning for Mofes were ended. 

g And Jofhua the fon of Nun was full of the fpirit 
of wifdom; for Mofes had laid his hands upon him: 
andthe children of Ifrae) hearkened unto him, and 
did as the Lorp commanded Molfes. 

10 @ And there arofe not a prophet fince in I frael 
like unto Mofes, whom the Lorn knew face to face, 

az Inall the figns and the wonders which the 
Loxp fent him to do in the'land of Egypt to Pha- 
raoh, and to all his fervants, and to all his land, 

12 Andin all that mighty hand, and in all the 
great terror which Mofes fhewed in the fight of all 
Tfracl. ; 

The 


the benefits that Mofes wifhed them before his death. Hence we 
may learn, that it isnot fuficient for the fervants of God to blefs 
and pray for men (even though God be ready to beftow thofe 
blefiings) ifmen by their fins and negligence defeat the fame. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXIV, 

1 And M:fes, & ] It isan opinion, which feems very confonant 
both to reafon and matter of fact, that this laft book of Mofes ended 
with the preceeding chapters which contains his prophetic blefing 
upon the twelve tribes, and that the prefent chapter was formerly 
the firft of Joshua, but thence removed by way of Supplement." 

6 Noman tnowerb of his fepulchre, &c.} The reafon why this great 
prophet and lawgiver was fo fecretly buried, was, to prevent the 
people from paying idolatrous worfhip to his remains; a fpecies of 

= idolatry ftill prevalent in pagan and popifh countries, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXIV. 


It ‘is our duty to honour the memory of Mofes ; to reverence the law 
he promulged ; ro imitatehis virtues, particularly that faith, meek- 
nels, zeal, and diligence, in which he ferved God. Bur, above 
all, we fhould believe in him whofe coming he foretold, and who 
is infinitely fuperior to him by the divinity of his perfon,perfe€tion 
of his do¢trine, glory of his miracles, and holinefs of his life ; 
namely, our Lord Jefus Chrift. 


eee 
SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THESE BOOKS. 


The Books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, are chiefly repetitions of the laws deli- 


yered to the people, by the infpired writer. 
cations, and enlargements. 


Each book, however, contains fome ufeful additions, expli- 
With Deuteronomy, ends the Pentateuch, or five Books of Mofes, contain- 


ing the facred hiftory of the world, of mankind in general, and of the family of Abraham in particular, for 
the firft two thoufand five hundred and fifty-three years, viz from the Creation to the arrival of the 


Ifraelites in the land of Canaan. 
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Mofes dieth in mount Nebo, 


Refoe , 
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The BOOK of FOSHUA. 





THE ARGUMENT. 


This book is fo cailed, not fo much upon the account of its author, as of tts fubjell matter ; fince it contains the hiftory 
of the wars, the many fignal victories obtained by Fofhua over the inhabitants of Canaan, the divif; tfion of the land 
among the feveral tribes, and of other affairs which happened under the adminiftration of that great captain. The 
Fewifh church generally allow Fofhua to have been the author of this book, and we have no fufficient aucharey & to 
oppofe their judgment in this ee It comprehends the hiftory of about feventeen JEATS. 


101 Then Jofhua coumagded the officers of the _ Before 
people, faying, CES er 
11 Pafs through the hoft and command the people, “sr 
faying, Prepareyou vi€tuals; for within three daysye 
fhall pafs over this Jordan,to go in to poffefs the land, 
which the Lorp your God giveth you to poffefs it. 
129 And to the Reubenites, and to the Gadites, 
and to halfthe tribe of Manaffeh,fpake Jofhua, faying, 


CHAP. I. 

i The Lord appointeth Fofhua to fucceed Mofes. 3 The 
extent of the promifed land. 5 God promifeth to affift 
Sofhua, and infirutteth him. 10 Fofhua prepareth the 
people to pafs over Fordan. 12% He pitteth the two 
tribes and half in mind of their engagement to Mofes. 
16 They promife him obedience. 

OW after the death of Mofes the feryant of 


minifter, faying, 

2 Mofes my fervant isdead; now therefore arife, 
go over this Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto 
the land which I do give to them, even to the chil- 
dren of I{rpel. 

- 3 Every place that the fole of your foot fhall 
tread upon, that have I given unto you, as I faid 
unto Mofes. 

4 From the wildernefs and this Lebanon even un- 
to the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land 
of the Hittites, and unto the great fea, toward the 
going down of the fun, fhall be your coaft. 

5 @ There fhall not any man be able to ftand be- 
fore thee all the days of thy life: as I was with Mofes, 
fo Iwill be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor for- 
fake thee. 

6 Be ftrong and of a good courage: for unto this 
people fhalt thou divide for an inheritance the land, 
which I fware unto their fathers to give them. 

7 Only be thou ftrong and very courageous, that 
thou mayeft obferve to do according to all the law, 
which Mefes my fervant commanded thee: turn nor 
from it to the right hand or ¢o the left, that thou may- 
eft profper whitherfoever thou goett. 

8 This book of the law fhall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou fhalt meditate therein day and 
night, that thou mayeft obferve to do according to 
all thatis written therein: for then thou fhalt make 
thy way profperous, and then thou fhalt have good 
fuccefs. 

g Have notI commanded thce? Be ftrong and of 
a good courage; be rn.at airaict, neither be thou dif. 
mayed: for the Loxp thy Gud 7 with thee Whee 
foever thou goeft. 


ree NE 
EXPLANATCRY NOTES on CHAP. I. 


1 Mfes miriffer, Sc.| _Becaufe Jofhua had been trained up under 
Mofes during the greateft part of the time the Ifraclites wandered 
in the wildernefs ; had feen the wonderful works of God w. rought 
by Mofes; well underftood the nature and difpofition of the people; 
had been one' of the twelve fpies fent to fearch out the promifed land, 
and one of the two who gave a faithful account of it ; and was con- 
fequently every way qualified for the important office of condutting 
the children of Ifrac] to the poffeffion thereof. 

6 Be frrong and of a gud courage, &c.\ This exhortation, together 
with the preceding and the following “encouragement, was neceflary 
to animate this new leader, and infpire him with zeal in the exe- 
cution of the momentous charge he had juft undertaken. 

t1 Prepare you vitinals, &¢e.] hey were accordingly to provide 
themfelves with fuch viétuals as the country of Sihon and Og, which 
they had lately conquered, produced, 


Before 
CHRIST the Lorp, it came to pafs that the Lorp 13 Remember the word which Mofes the fervant 
1451° fpake unto Jofhua the fun of Nun, Mofes’ }f{of the Lorn commanded you, faying, The Lorp 


your God hath 
this land. 

14 Your wives, your little ones, and your cattle, 
fhall remain in the land which Mofes gave you on 
this fide Jordan; but ye fhall pafs before yourbrethren 
armed, all the mighty men of valour, and help them; 

15 Until the Lor have given your brethren ref: 
as he hath given you, and they alfo have poffeffed the 
land which the Lorp your God giveth them: then ye 
fhall return unto the land of your poffeffion, and en- 
joy it, which Mofes the Lorn’s fervant gave you on 
this fide Jordan toward the funrifing. 

16 @ And they anfwered Jofhua, faying, All that 
thou commandeft us we will do, and whitherfoever 
thou fendeft us, we will go. 

17 According as we.hearkened unto Mofes in all 
things, fo will we hearken unto thee: only the Lorp 
thy God be with thee, as he was with Mofes. 

18 Whofoever he be that doth rebel againft thy 
commandment, and will not hearken unto thy words 
in al] that thou commandetft him, he fhall be put to 
death: only be ftrong and ofa good courage. 


C HH A P. IT. 


1 Rahab recerveth and concealeth the two fpies fent from 
Shilttm. 8 The covenant between her and them, 23 
‘Their return and report. 


ND Jofhua the fon of Nun fent out of Shittim 
two men to {py fecretly, faying, Go view the 
land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into 
an harlot’s houfe, named Rahab, and lodged there. 
2 And it was told the king of Jericho, faying, Be- 
hold, there came men in hither to night of the chil. 
dren of Ifrael to fearch out the country. 


given you reft, and hath given you 


3 And 





: GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. L 
This chapter demonftrates that God, whenever he takes to himfelf 
his faithful fervants, raifes up others, and endues them with the 


and a half, in helping their brethren to conquer Canaan, fhould 
incite us to obey and fubmit to our leaders. and affift each other in 
all jult matters, p: trticularly in the great work of our falvation. 


_EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP, It, 

1 Jericho] A city of Canaan, which afterwards fell to the lot of 
the tribe of Benjamin, about feven leagues diftant from Jerufalem, 
and two leagues diftant from Jordan. 

tuto a_karlor's.biufe, &c.] The word here tranflated «* harlot,’*- 
 enihesi in the original Az hofte(s; and therefore as the expreffion is 
capable of a double fenfe, when we confider the faith which Rahab 
} expreffed in God, and her behaviour to the two Ifraclites, charity 

i muft incline us to ‘take it here in the more favourable fenfe. 


gifts of his fpirit. The obedience paid to Jofhua, by the two tribes 


442i 





Rahab concealeth the fpies. 





Before 
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-which are entered’ into thine houfe: for they be 


“g And the king of Jericho fent unto Rahab, fay- 
ing, Bring forth the men that are come to thcc, 


come to fearch out all the country. 
4 And the woman took the twomen, and hid them, 


and faid thus, There came men untae me, but I wilt 
not whence they were : 

§ And it came to pafs about the time of fhutting of 
the gate, when it was dark, thatthe men went out: 
Whither the men went I wot not: purfue after them 
quickly ; tor ye fhall overtake them. 

-6 But fhe had brought them up to the roof of the 
houfe, and hid them with the ftalks of flax, which fhe 
had laid in order upon the roof. 

7 And the men purfued after them the way to 
Jordan unto the fords: and as foonasthey which pur- 
fued after them were gone out, they fhut the gate. 

8 @ And before they were laid down, fhe came 
up unto them upon the roof; 

g And fhe faid unto the men, I know that the 
Lorp hath given you the land, and that your terror 
is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the 
land faint becaufe of you., 

.10 For we have heard how the Lorp dried up 
the water ofthe Red fea for you, when ye came out 
of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were on the other fide Jordan, Sihon 
and Og, whom ye utterly deftroyed. 

11 Andas foon as we had heard thefe things, our 
hearts did melt, ncither did there remain any more 
courage in any man, becaule of you-: for the Lorn 
your God, hé 7s God in heaven above, and in earth 
beneath. 

.42 Now therefore, I pray you, fwear unto me by 
the Lorn, fince I have fhewed you kindnefs, that 
ye will alfo fhew kindnefs unto my father’s houfe, 
and give me a true token: 

13 And that ye will fave alive my father, and my 
mother, and my brethren, and my fifters, and all that 
they have, and deliver our lives from death. 

14 And the menanfwered her, Our life for your’s, 
if ye utter not this our bufinefs. And it fhall be, 
when the Lorp hath given us the land, that we will 
deal kindly and truly with thee. 

15 Then fhe let them down bya cord throughthe 
window: for her houfe was upon the town wall, and 
fhe dwelt upon the wall. 

-46 And fhe fatd untothem, Get you to the moun- 
tain, Icft the purfuers meet you; and hide yourfelves 
there three days, until the purfuers be returned: and 
afterward may ye go your way. 

‘17 And the men faid unto her, We wil de blame- 
lefs of this thine oath which thou haft made us fwear. 

18 Behold, when we come into the land, thou fhalt 
bind this line of fcarlet thread in the window which 
thou didft let us down by: and thou fhalt bring thy 
father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all 
thy father’s houfhold, home unto thee. 

19 And it fhall be, éhct whofoever fhall go out of 
the doors of thy houfe into the ftreet, his blood /hail 


a 


4 1 wift not whence they were.) The only and beft apology that 
has been made for Rahab on this occafion, is founded on the fuppo- 
fition that the defign of God towards the inhabirants of Canaan, was 
fome way or other, revealed to the king and people of Jericho, and 
that both he and they had been fufficiently warned to fave them- 
felves from the déftruétion wherewith they were threatened. 

10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red fea for 
Jou, &c.] Setting afide her faith, (for which the is fo juftly com- 
mended in the gofpel) if the had heard of the deftru¢tion of Pharaoh 
in the Red fea, and of the other two kings on the catt fide of Jjor- 
dan, the king of Jericho can hardly be fuppofed to have been igno- 
rant of their fate; and therefore it was as natural for her to be ter- 
rified at it, and to provide for her fafety, as it was for him to make 
a brave refiftance, or perifh in the effort. 

24. Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land, &e.] 
The people of the land were difcovered under fuch a gencral con- 
fternation, that they were fully perfuaded God would deliver them 
into theirhands, and profper the armies of Ifracl. 


| 
| 








| 
| 


JOSHUA. Fofhua direéteth the palace over Jordan, 





ence, 


‘tan 
bc upon his head, and we will be guiltlefs: and who- Before 
foever fhall be with thee in the houfe, his blood CHRSt 

hail be on our head, if azy hand be upon him. oe 

20 «And if thou utter this our bufinefs, then we 
will be quit of thine oath which thou haft made us 
to fwear. 

21 And fhe faid, According unto your words, fo 
eit. And fhe fent them away, and they departed: 
and fhe bound the fcarlet line in the window. 

22 And they went, and came unto the mountain, 
and abode there three days, until the purfuers were 
returned: and the purfuers fought them throughout 
all the way, but found them not. 

23 G So the two men returned, and defcended 
from the mountain, and paffed over, and came to 
Jofhua the fon of Nun, and told him all ¢hzngs that 
befel them: 

24 And they faid unto Jofhua, Truly the Lorp 
hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even 
all the inhabicants of the country do faint becaufe 
of us. 

C WA P. YIM. 
Fofhua cometh to Jordan. 2 The officers infiruét the 
people concerning their paffage. 5 Fofhua giveth direc- 
dions relating thereto. 7 Ged encourageth and inflruét- 
eth Fofhua. g Fofhua encourageth and dircdeth the 
people. 14 The waters of Jordan are divided. 


1 


ND Jofhua rofe early in the morning ; and they 

removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, 

he and all the children of Ifrael, and lodged there 

before they paffed'over. 

2% And it came to pafs aftcr three da 
officers went through the hoft; 

3 And they commanded the people, faying, When 

ye {ee the ark of the covenant of the Lox» your God, 


ys, that the 


‘and the priefts the Levites bearing it, then ye fhall 


remove from your place, and goatter it. 
4 Yct there fhall be a fpace between you and it, a- 


‘bout two thoufand cubits by meafure: come not near 
unto it, that ye may know the way by which ye muft 


go: for yehave not paffed this way heretofore. 

§ & And Jofhua faid unto the people, Sanctify 
yourfelves : forto morrow the Lorp will do wonders 
among you. 

6 And Jofhua fpake unto the priefts, faying, Take 
up the ark of the covenant, and pals over before the 
people. -\nd they took up the ark of the covenant, 
and went before the people. 

74 Andthe Lorn faid unto Jefhua, This day will 
I begin to magnify thee in the fight ofall Ifrael, that 
they may know that, as I was with Mofes, fo I will be 
with thee, ; ‘ 

8 And thou fhalt command the pricfts that bear 
the ark of the covenant, faying, When ye are come 
to the brink of the water of Jordan, ye fhall Mand 
ftill in Jordan. 

g @ And Jothua faid unto the children of Ifrael, 
Come hither, and hear the words of the Lorp your 


God. 
10 And 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, ID, 


In this chapter two things are remarkable ; firft, The prudence of 
Jofhua in fending {pies to Jericho, to encourage the people to 
invade the land; fecondly, The conduét of Rahab, who, being 
perfuadéd that God had refolved to give Canaan to the Ifraelires, 
might act innocenuly ; otherwife her behaviour might appear 
Dlameable refpecting her king and country : however, fhe may 
ferve for an example, in teaching us-to fhew the fincerity of our 
faith by good works. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IIE. 

4.That ye may know the way by which ye siuft go, 6°.) ° We find it 
‘was only at their firft remov.1 from mount Sinai, and now upgn this 
prefent ocexfion, that the arls was carried in the front of their army ; 
whereas it was ufually ordered to be carried in the middle of their 

camps. 
y Cume bithers &e.) ioe. Tothe fan&uary, whore Jofhua was now. 
I5 Pordaz 





 * = : * me 
The waters of Fordan divided. 





Before 
CHRIST ying God is among you,and ¢haé he will without fail 


10 And Jofhiia faid, Hereby ye fhall knowthat the 


drive out from before you the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Hivites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Girgathites, and the Amorites, and the Jebufites. 

11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the Lorn of 
all the earth paffeth over before you into Jordan. 

12 Now therefore rake you twelve men out of the 
tribes of Ifrael, out of every tribe a man. 

13 And it fhall come to pafs, as foon as the foles of 
the feet of the priefts that bear the ark of the Lorn, 


the Loxrp of all the earth, fhall reft in the waters of; 
Jordan, that the waters of Jordan fhall be cut off, 


from the waters that come down from above; and 
they fhall ftand upon an heap. 

14 And it came to pafs, when the people re- 
moved from their tents, to pafs over Jordan, and:the 
priefts bearing the ark of the covenant before the 
people ; 

15 And as they that bare the ark were come unto, 
Jordan, and the feet of the priefts that bare the ark 
were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan 
overfloweth all his banks all the time of harveft,) 

16 That the waters which came down from above 
ftood and rofe up upon an heap very far from the 


city Adam, that 7s befide Zaretan: and thofe that#]- 


came down toward the fea of the plain, even the falt 
fea, failed, and were cut off: and the people paffed 
over right againft Jericho. 

17 And the priefts that bare the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lorn {tood firm on dry ground in the 
midft of Jordan, and all the Ifraclites pafled over on 
dry ground, until all the people were paffed clean 
over Jordan. 


C HA P. IV. 


1 Twelve men are appointed to take flones for a memorial 
out of Fordan. g Twelve other tones are fet up in the 
midfiof Fordan. 10 The people pafs over. 14 God 
magnifielh Fofhua. 15 The priefts are commanded to 
bring the ark up out of Jordan, which floweth again 
as before. 19 The date of the paffage. 20 The twelve 
Stones are pitched in Gilgal. 


. ND it came to pafs, when all the people were 


clean paffed over Jordan, thatthe Lorn {pake} 


unto Jofhua, faying, 

2 ‘hake you twelve men out of the people, out of 
every tribe a man, 

3 And command ye them, faying, Take youhence 
out of the midft of Jordan, out of the place where 
the priefts’ feet ftood firm, twelve ftones, and ye fhall 
carry them over with you, and leave them in the 
lodging place, where ye fhall lodge this night. 

4 Then Jofhua called the twelve men, whom he 
had prepared of the children of Ifrael, out of every 
tribe a man: 


5 And Jofhua faid unto them, Pafs over before the } 
ark of the Lorp your God into the midft of Jordan, ; 


and take you up every man of you a ftone upon his. 


35 Jordan averflucerh all bis banks all the time of barvet.] In allqy 


thofe hot countries, the time of harveft happens carly in the Apring, | 
when, by reafon of hafty rains, and the ‘mgiting of the faow uponi 
mount Lebanon, and otherncighbouring mountains, the river Jordan | 
is always full of water, and generally overflows.all its. banks. ’ i 
16 The people paffed aver right agairf? Jericho] Still keeping that 
famous city in view; fram whence, perhaps,the: people on the walls 
might, with amazement, fec the Ifraelites walk through the river 
on dry ground. : 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IU. 
The miraculous events recited in this chapter, particularly the ftop- 
ping the waters of Jordan on the approach of the ark of the co- 
venant, gave the Iraelites to underitand, that it would be only by | 
the divine affiftance that they would: be able’ to fubdue the Ca- 
naanites; and that his prefence in the midit of them conftituted 
all their ftrength and glory ; which may teach us likewife, thar4 


they who have God with them, and who walk under his guidance 


and protection, have nothing to dread, 
No. 18 


CHAP. Iv. . 



































‘Jordan from before you, until ye were paffed aver, 





Twelve fiones fet up in Gilgal. 








fhoulder; according unto the number of the tribes of Bees. 
the children of Ifrael : : 14st. 


6 That this may be a fign among you, that when 
your children afk their fathers in time to come, fay- 
ing, What mean ye by thefe Rones? 

7 Then ye fhall anfwer them, That the waters of 
Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant 
of the Loxn; when it paffed over Jordan, the waters 
of Jordan were. cut.off: and thefe ftones thal] be for 
a memorial unto the children of Ifrael for ever. 

8 And the children of Ifrael did fo as Jofhua com- 
manded, and took up twelve ftones out of the midft 
of Jordan, as the Larp fpake unto Jofhua, accord- 
ing to the number of the tribes of the children of 
Hfrael, and carried them over with them unto the 
plaee where they lodged, and laid them down there. 

g & And Jofhua fet up twelve ftones in the midft 
of Jordan, in the place where the feet of the pricfts 
which bare the ark of the covenant fteod: and they 


J are there unto this day. 


10 @. For the priefts which bare the ark ftood in 
the midft of Jordan, until every thing was finifhed 


jthat the Loxp commanded Jofhua to fpeak unto the 


people, according to all that Mofes commanded 
Jofhua: and the people hafted and paffed over. 

>11 And it came to pafs, when all the people were 
clean pafled over,thatthe ark of the Lorp pafledover, 
and the priefts, inthe prefence of the people. 

12 And the children af Reuben, and the children 
of Gad, and half the tribe of Manaffeh, paffed over 
armed before the children of Ifrael, as Mofes fpake 
unto them : 

13 About forty thoufand prepared for war pafled 
over before the Loxp unto battle, to the plains of 
JSericho: . 

14 Q On that day the Lorp magnified Jofhua in 
the fight of all Ifrael; and they feared him, as they 
feared Mofes, all the days ot his life. 

15 I And the Lokn {pake unto Jothua, faying, 

16 Command the priefts that bear the ark of the 
teRtimony, that they come up out of Jordan. 

17 Jofhua therefore commanded the priefts, fay- 
ing, Come ye up out of Jordan. ; 

18 And it came to pafs, when the priefts that bare 


the ark of the covenant of the Lorp were come up 


out of the midit cf Jordan, and the foles of the priefts’ 
feet were lifted up unto the dry land, that the waters 
of Jordan returned unto their place, and flowed over 
all’ his banks, as they did before. Vs 
1g © And the people came up out of Jordan on 
the tenth day of the firft month, and encamped in 
Gilgal, in the eaft border of Jericho. 
20 @ And thofe twelve ftones, which they 
out of Jordan, did Jofhua pitch in Gilgal. A 
24 Andhe fpake unto the children of Ifrael, fay~ 


taok 


ing, When your children fhall afk their fathers in 


time to come, faying, What mean thefe ftones? 
22 Then ye fhall let your children ‘know, faying, 


‘Ifrael came over this Jordan on dry land. 


23 For the Lorp your God dried up the waters of 


as 


EXPLANATORY NO‘WES on CHAP. IV. 
7 Thy foues foall be for a memorial, &c.] In all ages it has been a 
cuftom tocreét manuments of ftone, in order to preferve the memory 


of covenants, victories, and other great tranfaCtions. 


10 According to all that Mafes commanded ¥-fbua, &c.] Itis not faid 
that ee any particular direCtions abour the foregoing mat,. 
ters; therefore the meaning is, that Jofhua punétpally executed: all 
thar Gad ordered, as Mofes had admonifhed him. . 

13 (about forty thonfand prepared for avar, &c.| They confifted by’ 
the laft mufter of above ane hundred thaufand able foldjers ; and we 
can hardly-{uppofe that their number was now decreafed. ‘The f 


thoufand, therefore, that here went over Jordan, avere but a part of - 
them; and the reft were left behind, to guard their new cangneft a- ° 


gainft the vanquifhed nations, that had abundant reafon to become 


4 their enemies. E : . a 
Ag Ln Gilgal, &c.] ‘This was a place famous inafter-times; ‘it Nad © 


its name from the rite of circumcifiqn, which was there renewed ; iz 
lay about two miles caftward of Jericho, 
31 23 4: 


Fofhua reneweth circumcifion. 


JOSHUA. 





The manna ceafeth. 





Before 
CHRIST 
14$1. 


as the Lorp your God did to the Red fea, which he 
dried up from before us, until we were gone over: 

24 That all the people of the earth might know 
the hand of the Loxn, that it zs mighty: that ye might 
fear the- Lorp your God for ever. 


CHAP. V. 


1 The Canaanites are afraid. 2 Fofhua reneweth circum= 
cifion. 10 The paffover is kept at Gilgal. 12 The 
manna ceafeth. 13 An angel appeareth to Fofhua. 


ND. it.came to pafs, when all the kings of the 
Amorites, which were on the fide of Jordan 
weltward, and all the kings of the Canaanites, which 
were by the fea, heard that the Lorp had dried up 
the waters of Jordan from before the children of I{- 
rae}, until we were paffed over, that their heart melt- 


ed, neither was their fpirit in them any more, be- 


caufe of the children of Ifrael. 2 

a2 At that time the Lorp faid unto Jofhua, Make 
thee fharp knives, and circumcife again the children 
of Ifrael the fecond time. 

And Jofhua made him fharp knives, and cir- 
cumcifed the children of Ifrael at the hill of the 
forefkins.. 

4 And this is the caufe why Jofhua did circum- 
cife: all the people that came out of Egypt, that 
were males, even all the men of war, died in the wil- 
dernefs by the way, after they came out of Egypt. 

5: Now all the people that came out were circum- 
cifed: butall the people that were born in the wil- 
dernefs by the way as they came forth out of Egypt, 
them they had not circumcifed. 

6 For the children of Ifrael walked forty years in 


‘the wildernefs, till all the people éhat were men of 


war, which came out of Egypt, were confumed, be- 
caufe'they obeyed not the voice of the Lorn: unto 
whom the Lorp fware that he would not fhew them 
the land, which the Lorp fware unto their fathers 
that he would give us, a land that floweth with milk 
and honey. : : 

7 And their children, whom he raifed up in their 
ftead, them Jofhua circumcifed: for they were uncir- 
cumcifed, becaufe they had not circumcifed them 
by the way. 

8 And it came to pafs, when they had done cir-| 





23 As the Lord your Gad did to the Red faa, &c.) No doubt it added 
frefh courage to the Ifraelites, when they confidered that the fame 
God, who, about forty years before. had wrought the like miracle 
for them in their paffage of the Red fea; that then he divided the 
waves, tu confirm the commiffion which he had given to Mofes; and 
now had parted the ftream, to ftrengthen the authority of his fuc- 
ceffor Jofhua, and to give them affurance, that he would be with the 
one, as he had been with the other; and impower the latter to 
make good their poffeffion of the land of promife, even as he had 
enabled the forimer to accomplith their deliverance out of the Jand of 
bondage, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 


Thus as God commanded the children of Ifrael to raife 2 memorial 
of the paflage through Jordan, and to acquaint their pofterity of 
fo wonderful an event; we likewife fhould perpetuate the re- 
membrance of the Lerd's mercies and moft fignal favours, and ef- 
pecially of what Je‘us Chrif has done for us; and alfo inftru@ 
our children in the teths of religion, that they may be early in- 
duced to Jove and fear the Lord, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V. 


1 Their heart melied, neither was their fpirit in them any more, &c.] 
‘This appears to be one of the reafons why God divided the river for 
the Ifraclites, who were to be the inftraments of his vengeance, to 

afs over; namely, that thereby he might inje& a terror into the 
inhabitants of Canaan, and to facilitate the conqueft of their country. 

2 Circumcife the children of lfrael again rhe fecond time.] We are not 
+o fuppofe from this that they who had been circumcifed heretofore 
were co be now circumcifed again (from whence fome have drawn 
an atgument for repeating baptifm); but chat there had been fuch a 
general circamcifion heretofore ordered, as there was to be now, 
after a long omiffion of that rite. 

od have rolled away the reproackof Egypt} It is the general opi- 
nion, that by ** the reproach of Egypt"’ is meant nothing elfe but 
siscumcifion, with which the Lfraelites always upbraided other peo- 


. 
























cumcifing all the people, thar they abode in their Befrre 

places in the camp, till they were whole. Coker 

g And the Lorp faid unto Jofhua, This day have |*5" 
I rolled away the reproach of Egypt from off you. 
Wherefore the name of the place is called Gilgal 
unto this day. . 

19 And the children of Ifrael encamped in Gil- 
gal, and kept the paffover on the fourteenth day of 
the month at even inthe plains of Jericho. 

11 And they did eat of the old cornof the land on 
the morrow after the paffover, unleavened cakes, 
and parched corn in the felffame day. 

12% And the manna ceafed on the morrow after 
they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither 
had the children of Ifrael manna any more; but they 
did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year. 

13M And it came to pafs, when Jofhua was by 

Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, 

behold, there ftood a man over againft him with his 

{word drawnin his hand: and Jofhua went unto him, 

and faid unto him, Ar thou for us, or for our ad- 

verfaries ? 

14 And he faid, Nay; but as captain of the hoft 
of the Lorp am I now come. And Jofhua fell on 
his face to the earth, and did worfhip, and faid unto 
him, What faith my lord unto his fervant ? 

15 And the captain of the Lorn’s hoft faid unto 
Jofhua, Loofe thy fhoe from off thy foot; for the 
place whercon thou ftandeft zs holy. And Jofhua 
did fo, 

C HA P. VI. 

1 Fericho is /hut up. 2 God inftrufteth Fofhua how to 
carry on the fiege. 6 Fafhua direéteth the priefis with 
the ark followed by the people to compafs the city. 8 It 
zs compaffed fix days ; and on the feventh day it 7s com— 
pafed feven times. .17 The city is accurfed. 20 At 
the people's fhout the walls fall down, and the city is 
utterly deftroyed. 22 Rahab is faved. 26 The man 
that buildeth Fericho again ts laid under a curfe. 

OW Jericho was ftraitly fhut up becaufe of the 
“Ns children of Ifrael: none went out, and none 
came in. 

2 Q And the Lorp faid unto Jofhua, See, I have 
given into thine hand Jericho, a ‘the king thereof, 
and the mighty men of valour. 

3 And ye fhall compafs the city, all ye men of war, 

and 





ple, and particularly the Egyptians, with whom they had lived fo 
long, and were beft acquainted. Admitting this to be true, this 
paffage is a plain proof that the Ifra-lites could not Jearn the rite of 
circumcifion from the Egyptians (as fume pretend), but that the 
Egyptians, on the-contrary, mutt have had it trom them. 

4s called Gilgal, &c.] i. e. Removed, taken away, or devolved : 
the Septuagint tranflate it by ageax, and the Vulgate by aé/uli, I 
have taken away. : 

12 The manna cecfed, &c.] For they had now no need of it, being 
fupplied by the ftore of old corn, which they found in the land of 
Canaan, and by what was growing upon the ground, 

33 There find a man over againf} him, &c.] Many are of opinion 
that this perfon was an angel; and there are feveral circumftances, in 
this very account of his apparition, which denote him to bea divine, 
and nora created being ; particularly from Jofhua's calling him Je- 
hovah, and worfhipping him. : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V. 
The dread which feized the Canaanites, on the approach of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, points out to us, how God prepares things for the 
execution of his defigns, and that he turns the hearts of men which 
way he pleafes. The circumcifion of the Jews at their entrance 
into Canaan, and their celebration of the paffover, teach us, that 
all God’s ordinances, even thofe refpecting external duties, fhould 
be ftrictly obferved. The manna ceafing to fall, fhews that it was 

a miraculous food, and that for the future the land fhould fasnifh 

a fupply of all neceffaries; and the apparition of an angel.to 

Jofhua, wasa new fign of the protection of the Lord, and an affur- 

ance that he would give them poffeffion of the Jand, as he had pro- 

mifed them. Le 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VI. 

3 Ye foall compafi the city, &c-] Now God intending to thew the 
Ifraelites that the conqueft of Canaan was to be aferi bed to him, and 
not to human power, ordered Jofhua not to attack the city, but com- 
pafs it about feven days, when the walls would fall down, and opena 
paffage for the Ifraelites to enter the city. 

4 Trumpets 





Before ‘and goround about the city once. Thus fhalt thou 
' gHRISTdo fix days. 


1451+ 


" Yefhallnot thout, nor make any noife with your voice, 


’ fhall live, fhe and all thar are with her in the houfe, 


_priefts took up the ark of the Lorn. 


CHAP. VII. 






































4 And feven prietts fhall bear before the ark feven 
trumpets of rams’ horns: and the feventh day ye 
fhall compafs the city feven times, and the priefts 
fhall blow with the trumpets. 

And it fhall come to pafs, that when they make 
a long 4laft with the rams’ horn, and when ye hear 
the found of the trumpet, all the people fhall fhout 
with agreat fhout; and the wall of the city fhall fall 
down flat, and the people fhall afcend up every man 
ftraight before him. ow 

6 @ And Jofhua the fon of Nun called the priefts, 
and faid unto them, Take up the ark of the cove- 
nant, and let feven priefts bear feven trumpets of 
rams’ horns before the ark of the Lurp. 

7 And he faid unto the people, Pafs on, and com- 
pals the city, and let him that is armed pafs on be- 
fore the ark of the Lorn. 

8 {1 And it came to pafs, when Jofhua had fpoken 
unto the people, that the feven priefts bearing the 
feven trumpets of rams’ horns paffed on before the 
Lorp, and blew with the trumpets: and the ark of 
the covenant of the Lorn followed them. : 

And the armed men went before the priefts that 
blew with the trumpets, and the rereward- came after’ 
the ark, the priefis going on, and blowing with the 
trumpets. 

10 And Jofhuahad commanded the people, faying, 


neither fhall any word proceed outof your mouth, un- 
til the day I bid you fhout; then fhall ye fhout. 

1t So the ark of the Lorp compaffed the city, 
going about zt once: and they came into the camp, 
and lodged in the camp. 


12 And Jofhua rofe early in the morning, and the 


13 And feven priefts bearing feventrumpetsoframs’ 
horns before theark of the Loxp went on continually, 
and blew with the trumpets: and the armed men went 
before them; but the rereward came after the ark of 
the Lorn, the priefls going on, and blowing with the 
trumpets. : : 

- 14 Andthe fecond day they compaffedthe city once, 
and returned into the camp: fo they did fix days. 

15 Andit came topafs on the feventh day, that they 
rofe early aboutthe dawning of the day, and compa fled 
the city after the fame manner feven times: only on 
that day they compaffed the city feven times. 

16 And it came to pafsat the feventh timc, when 
the prieftsblew with thetruinpets, Jofhua faid unto the 
people, Shout; for the Lorn hath given you thecity. 

17 @ And the city thall be accurfed, even it, and all 
that are therein, to the Lorn: only Rahab the harlot 


WwW. 


i 


zs 
becaufe fhe hid the meffengers that we fent. 


4 Trumpets of rams’ horns, &c.| Several derive the word johe/ not 
from the Arabic, which fignifies ‘*a ram,’ but from Jubal; the firft 
inventor of mufical inftruments ; according to this fenfe, the trump- 
ets ufed upon this occafion may he faid to have been fafhioned after 
the pattern of thofe which were invented by Jubal. 

The rereward came after the ark, &c:] i. e. The reft of the 
eople, who had no arms, old men, women, and children, came 
an the rear of the ark. y 

1g On the feventh day, &c.] We are told by the Jewifh writers, 
that this was the fabbath; and it is worth obferving, that it was 
the Lord who gave this command to compafs the city on this day, 
as well as any other: that great Lord, who gave the command to 
keep the fabbath, now difpenfes with it. 

20 The awall fell down flat, &c.] Ory as it isin the Hebrew, fell 
under it; which feems to fignify, that the foundations of the wall 
were fubverted, fo that it funk and fell into the ditch; or funk 
into the very ground on which it ftood, fo as to leave no ruins as in 
the common fall of walls. 

26 Curfed be the man before the Lord, that rifeth up and buildeth ehit 
city Fericho, &C.] This anathema was pronounced, that the mira- 
cle of the fubverfion of Jericho might be kept in perpetual remem- 
brance; for whofoever faw the walls fink deep into the easth, would 
clearly difcern, that this was not the form of a building deftroyed by 
men, but miraceloufly thrown down by God. In the reign of 
Ahab, Hiel rebuilt the city, and incurred the curfe denounced by 


In 


it 


is 


of 


curfed thing, left ye make your/elves accurfed, when 
ye take of: the accurfed thing, and make the camp 
of Ifrael a curfe and trouble it. 


times they changed his name from Achan te Achat. 


18 And ye in any wife keep yourfelves from the ac- 


1g But all the filver, and gold, and veffels of brafs, 


and iron, are confecrated unto the Lorn: they fhall 
come into thetreafury of the Lorp. 


20 I So the-people fhouted when the prief’s blew 


with the trumpets: and it came to pafs, when the peo- 
ple heard the found of the trumpet, and the people 
thouted with a great fhout, that the wall fell down 
flat, fo that the people went up into the city, every 
man ftraight before him, and they took the city. 


21 And they utterly deftroyed all that was in the 


city, both man‘and woman, young and old, and ox, 
and fheep, and afs, with the edge of the fword. 


22 @ But Jofhua had faid unto the two men that 


had {pied out the country, Go into the harlot’s 
houfe, and bring out thence the-woman, and all that 
fhe hath, as ye {ware unto her, : 


23 And the young men that were {pies went in, 


and brought out Rahab, and her father, and her mo- 
ther, and her brethren, and all that fhe had.; and 
they brought out all her kindred, and left them 
without the camp.of I frael. 


24 And they burnt the city with fire, and all that 


was therein: only the filver, and the gold, and the 
veffels of brafs and of iron, they put into the trea~ 
fury of the houfe of the Lorp. 


25 And Jofhua faved Rahab the harlot alive, and 


her father’s houfhold, and all that fhe had: and fhe 
dwelleth in Hrael even unto this day ; becaufe fhe hid 
the meffengers, which Jofhua fent to fpy out Jericho. 


26 § And Jofhua adjured shem at that time, fay- 


ing, Curfed 4 the man. before the Loxp, that rifeth 
up and buildeth this city Jericho: he fhall lay the 
foundation thereof in his firftborn, and in his young- 
eft fon fhall he fet up the gates of it. 


27 So the Lorp was with Jofhua; and his fame 
as noifed throughout all the country. 


CHAP. VII. 


Achan’s trefpafs. % The Iraclites are fmitten ly the 
men of Ai. 6 Fofhua’s complaint. 10 God inftruéteth 
him what todo. 16 Achan is taken by lot.- 19 His 
confefion. 24 He and allthat belonged to him are de~ 
Srroyed in the valley of Achor. 


UT the children of Ifrael committed a trefpafs in 
the accurfed thing: for Achan, the fon of Carmi, 


the fon of Zabdi, the fonof Zerah, of the tribe of 
Judah, took of the accurfed thing: and the anger of 
the Lorp was kindled againft the children of Hrael. 


2 @ And Jofhua fentmen from Jericho to Ai, which 


befide Beth-aven, on the eaft fide of Beth-el, and 
{pake 





ofhua; fee 1 Kings xvi. 34. Some late-travellers inform us, that at 
prefent it is no more than a poor defpicable village of Arabs. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 

this chapter, we fee the beginning of the accomplifhment of 
God’s promife to his people, and that he truly fought for them, 
We may further obferve, how early God began to give the Ifta- 
elites an inftance of his defign to incorporate the Gentiles into the 
church, by the prefervation of Rahab, who was afterwards mar- 
ried to Salmon, and has the honour to be mentioned in the gene- 
alogy of our Saviour, Mat. i. 5. In the ruins of Jericho we fee 
a ftanding monument of the wrath of God againft his enemies, 
when their inignity is full; and how certainly the curfe of God 
will overtake prefumptuous finners, as in the cafe of Hiel above- 
mentioned. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VIL 


1 The.children of Ifrael commirted a trofpaft.| i. ¢. one among them 5 
is ufual, in feripture-language, to afcribe that to many indefi- 


nitely, wherein one only is concerned ; becaufe where men are 
united ina fociety, they are all to partake of the good or evil that 


done by the individual members... _ E 
Ackan, &¢.] Int Chron, ii. 7. heis called Achar, «the troubles 


Ifrael,”” (as the word Achar fignifies) ; it is likely that in after- 


3 Let 


taken and utterly deftroycd- 


| Jericho befieged, 
e eueeeremeiene a Se fr tc Sip SS SS i 
! Before 


CHRIST 


1451. 


The Ifraelites Smitten by themenof Ai. JOSHUA. 


qaccurfed thing fhall be burnt withfire, heandallthathe Before 
4 hath: becaufe hehath tranfgreffed the covenantof the CURIST 


okies, fpake urito them, faying, Go up and view the coun-; 
iasie UTy. Alnd the men went up and wWéwed Ai. 


'g And they returned co Jothuas, and faid unto him, 


Let notall the people go up; but let about two orf} 


s three thoufind men go up and {mite Ai; and make 
not all the people to labour thither; for they are but 
few. : ; 

4 So there went up thither of the people aboutthree 
thoufand men: and they fled before the men of Ai. 


5 Andthe men of Ai {mote of them about thirty [ 


and fix men: for they chafed them from before the 
gate even unto Shebarim, and {mote them in the 
going down: wherefore the hearts of the people 
mélred, and became as water. ‘ 

« 6 € Arid Jofhua rent his clothes, and fell to the 
earth upon his face before the ark of the Lorp until 
the eventide, he and the elders of Ifrael, and put duft 
upon their heads. 

7 And Jofhua faid, Alas, O Loxp God, wherefore 
haft thou at all brought this people over Jordan, to 
deliver us into thé hand of the Amorites, to deftroy 
us? would to God we had been content, and dwelt 
on the other fide Jordan! © 
'-8 O-Lor», what-fhall I fay; when Ifrael ‘turneth 
their backs before their enemies ! 

“' g For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the 
fand fhall-hear of zt, and fhall environ us round, and 
cut-off our name from the earth : and what wilt thou 
do unto thy great name ?- i 

- to And the Lorn faid unto Jofhua, Get thee 
up; wherefore lieft thou thus upon thy face? 

‘ri Ifrael hath ‘finned, and they have alfo tranf- 
greed my covenant which I commanded them: for 
they have even taken of the accurfed thing, and 
have alfoftelen, and diffembled alfo, and they have 
put zf even among their own ftuff. , : 

12 Therefore the children of Ifrael could not 
ftand before their enémies, éut turned their backs 
before their ‘enemies, becaufe they were accurfed : 
neither will I be with you any more, except ye de- 
ftroy the accurfed from among you. 

13 Up, fanétify the people, and fay, Sanétify your- 
felvesagainft tomorrow: forthus faith the Lorn God 
of Ifrael, There 2s an accurfed thing in the midft of 
thee, Ol frael: thoucanftnotftandbefore thine enemies, 
until ye take away theaccurfedthing from amongyou. 

14 Inthe morning therefore ye fhall be broughtac- 
cording to your tribes: and it fhall be, that the tribe 
which the Lorp taketh fhall come according to the. 
families thereof; and the family which the Lorp hall 


take fhall ‘come by houfholds; and the houfhold 1 


which the Lorb fhall take fhall come man by man. 
15 And it fhall be, that he that is taken with the 





“3 Lee not all the people go up; but let about two or three thoufand 
men, &¢.}° ~ Even in this counfet-a-good providence of God inter- 
plafed; for if the flight of three choufand men put the Ifraelites into 
fuch a canfternation, (as we sead vor- 5, 6.) what a condition 
would they have beenin, if all the people had been routed, as they 
would ‘have been, if they had attacked Ai, while the guilt of 
Achan’s facrilege remained unpunifhed ! - ie 

6 The hearts of the pexple melted, and became as water.) _Perhaps.it 
may be donbred, whether the Ifraelites were a people of the greateft 
bravery in the world ; but it may be truly faid, that there was no 


neceffity for their being fo, becaufe upon all occafions they had the | 


Lord of hofts to prote¢t them.” - - 
° +6 And put dufi uporw thdir beads] Which manner of exprefling 
their grief was ufval among the Jews, and was alfo imitated by the 
Gentiles ; fee Fouch iii. 6- -. 
30 Get thee up; evbérefare lief thou thus xpor thy face?) Certainly 
thefe words are not a reproof, but a gracious anfwer to-his prayer ; 
for when a perfon, who fupplicates a prince, is commanded to rife 
up from his knees, itis a token of acceptance. 

fi Pat if éven‘among their cru fuff.] “i.e. Converted it immedi- 
ately-to their own private‘ufe ; -in this verfe, how -beautifally does 
each citenmfance rife upon the foregoing! and every expreffion is 
a fi additional aggravation -efhis guile. — - ° 

18 And Achay—awas takex.} In alllikeHhood the difcovery was 
made bythe cafting of lors in the prefence of God, which was the 
ofhal way, in-after-times, of difeavering ‘noxious perfons: fee 1 
Sam xiv. ty 42. Fonbiv 7. : : ane oe A 











Achan is taken by lot, 


Lorp, and becaufe he hath wrought folly in Ifrael. ‘** 


.16 | So Jofhua rofe up early in the morning, and 
-brought Ifrael by their tribes; and the tribe of Judah 
was taken: . 

17 And he brought the family of Judah; and he 
took the family of the Zarhites: and he brought the 
family of the Zarhites man by man; and Zabdi was 
taken: | ‘ ; 

18 And he brought his houfhold man by man; 
and Achan, the fon of Carmi, the fon of Zabdi, the 
fon of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 
“19 G And Jofhua faid unto Achan, My fon, give, 


[I pray thee, glory to the Lorp God of Ifrael, and 


make confeffion unto him; and tell me now what 
thou haft done; hide z not from me. 

20 And Achan anfwered Jofhua, and faid, Indeed 
I have finned againft the Lorp God of Ifrael, and 
thus and thushaveI done: ~ 

‘21 When I faw among the fpoils a goodly Baby~ 
lonifh garment, and two hundred fhekels of filver, and 
a wedge of gold of fifty fhekels weight, then I coveted 
them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in the 
earth in the midft of my tent, and the filver under it. 

22 So Jofhua fent meffengers, and they ran unto 
the tent; and, behold, ct was hid in his tent, and the 
filver under it. 

. 23 And they took them out of the midft of the 
tent, and brought them unto Jofthua, and unto all the 
children of Ifrael,and laidthemout before the Lorpb. 

24 9 And Jofhua, and all Ifrael with him, took 
Achan the fon of Zerah, and the filver, and the gar- 
ment, and the wedge of gold, and his fons, and his 
daughters, and his oxen, and his affes, and his fheep, 
and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought 
them.unto the valley of Achor. 

25 And Jofhua faid, Why haft thou troubled us? 
the Lorop fhall trouble thee this day. And all Ifrael 
ftoned him with ftones, and burned them with fire, 
after they had ftoned them with ftones. 

26 And they raifed over hima great heap of ftones 
unto this day: fo the Lorp turned from the fierce- 
nefs of his anger: wherefore the name of that place 
‘was called, The valley of Achor, unto this day. 


CHAP. VIII. 


1 God encourageth Fofhua. 3 The firatagem for taking 
| At. 9g Fofhua placeth the ambu/h, and advanceth to~ 
ward the city. 14 Ai is taken, and the hing thereof 
hanged. 30 The altar is built in Ebal, the law written 
on ftones, and the blefiings and curfings pronounced be~ 
fore the people, as Mafis had commanded. 

. AND 





21 A gudly Babylmifb garment, &¢.] It is fappofed that the 
richnefS and excellency of it confifted not fo much inthe tuff 
whereof it was made, as in the colour of the dye, which molt fup- 
pofe to have been fcarlet, a colour in high cfteem among the an- 
tients, and for which the Babylonians were juftly famous. ~ 
. 24. His fons and bis daughters.) It is the general opinion that his 
fons and daughters did not fuffer death'with him; and the next verfe 
fays, * all Ifrael ftoned him with ftones ;’’ and as, in the fentence 
denounced againft him, we find no mention made of them, why 
fhould we fuppofe that they were partakers in his punifhment, any °. 
otherwife than as they were brought out to be fpectarors of it ? 

. His oxen, and his affes, and his fbeep, &.] Thefeare here taken 
notice of, to let us fec that Achan was a wealthy man, and there- 
fore the more inexcufable in committing this crim:. 

25 All Lfrael floned him with flnes, &c.] It is thought by the 
Jews, that this‘was doné not judicioufly, but inadvertently by the 
people, who were fo highly provoked, that they could not forbear 
cafting ftones at him as he was led to execution. ; 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIL 


We find in this hiftory, from the condué of Achan, to what 
> fin the love of riches drives men; and that nothing is facred to 
thofe whom this paflion poffeffeth : that the fin of one man may 
bring down the curfe of God upon the public, and deprive them 
of his proteGion ; and that fins committed in fecret cannot efeape 
his knowledge and vergeance ; neither will ill-gotten riches 
profit. the poffeffors, who obrain them unlawfully. 
EXPLANATORY 








The frratagem for taking At. 


CHAP. 





Before 
CHRIST ther be thou difinayed: take all the people of 
45 ay with thee, and arife, go up to Ai: fee, I have 


* fand mighty men of valour, and fent them away by 


ND the Lorn faid unto Jofhua, Fear not, nei- 




























given into thy hand the king of Ai, and his people, 
and his city, and his land : ; 

2 And thou fhale doto Ai and her king as thou 
didft unto Jericho and her king: only the fpoil 
thereof, and the cattle thereof, fhall ye take for a 
prey unto yourfelves: lay thee an ambufh for the 
city behind it. 

3 © So Jofhua arofe, and al} the people of war, to 
go up againit Ai: and Jothua chofe out thirty thou- 


night. ; 
4 And he commanded them, faying, Behold, ye 


Shall lie in wait again{t the city, even behind the city: 
go not very far from the city, but be yeall ready : 

5 And I, and all the people that are with me, will 
approach unto the city : and it thall come to pafs, 
when they come out againft us, as at the firft, that 
we will flee before them, 

6 (For they will come out after us) till we have 
drawnthem from the city; for they will fay, They 
flee before us, as at the firft: therefore we will flee 
before them, , 

7 Then ye fhall rife up from the ambufh, and feize 
upon the city: for the Lory your Ged will deliver 
it into your hand. 

8 And it fhall be, when ye have taken the city, 
that ye fhall fet the city on-fire: according to the 
commandment of the Lorn fhall ye do. See, [have 
commanded you. 

9 @ Jofhua therefore fent them forth: and they 
went to lie in ambufh, and abode between Beth-el 
and Ai, on the weft fide of Ai: but Jofhua lodged 
that night among the people. 

10 And Jofhua rofe up early in the morning, and 
numbered the people, and went up, he and the elders 
of Ifrael, betore the people to Ai. 

11 And all the people, even the people of war that 
were with him, went up, and drew nigh, and came 
before the city, and pitched on the north fide of Ai: 
now there was a valley between them and Ai. 

12 And he took about five thoufand men, and fet 
them to lie in ambutfh between Beth-el and Ai, onthe 
welt fide of the city. 

13 And when they had fet the people, even all the 
hoft that was on the north of the city, and their liers 
in wait on the welt of the city, Jofhua went that night 
into the midft of the valley. . 

14 % And it came to pafs, when the king of Ai 
faw zt, that they hafted and rofe up early, and the 
men of the city went out againft Ifrael to battle, he 
and all bis people, at a time appointcd, before the 
plain; but he wift not that there were licrs in ambufh 
againft him behind the city. 

15 And Jofhua and all Ifrael made asif they were 
beaten before them, and fled by the way of the wil- 
dernefs, ; 

16 Andall the people that were in Ai were called 
together to purfuc after them: and they purfued af 
ter Jofhua, and were drawn away from the city. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 


1 Go up ta di, &c.] We find God would not deftroy Ai by a mi- 

racle, ashe had.done Jericho, becaufe the people were now to 
appear formidable to other nations, on account of their courage and 
policy. 
. 3 7 hirty thonfand nighty mien of valcur, &.} In all probability the 
whole body defigned for the ambufcade, confifted of thirty thonfand 
men ; and thar che five thoufand, mentioned ver. 12, was a fmall 
party detached 'from thefe. 

15 ll Urael au.de ar if they were beaten before thrri, and feed, &e.] 
Notwithftanding God could by one fingle a&@ of his will, have de- 
Rroyed the city of Ai, and all the inhabitants thereof, and without 
fuffering his peple to ftrike a blow, have put them in poffeffion of 
the promifed land; yet he chefe to at by fecondary means, 2s morc 
conducive to his glory, and the honour of his people. 

20 lhey had v9 power to fee his avav ov that wav, &c.) They were 

-No. 18, 


VIII. Ai is taken. 
17 And there was nota man ieft in Ai or Beth-el, epee 
that went not out after Ifracl: and they left the city “j461. 


open, and purfued after Ifrael. 

18 And the Lorp faid unto Jofhua, ftretch out the 
fpear thatzs in thy hand toward Ai; for will give it 
into thine hand. And Jofhua ftretched out the fpear- 
that he hud in his hand toward the city. 

1g And the ambufh arofe quickly out of their 
place, and they ran as foon as he had ftretched out 
his hand: and they entered into the city, and took it, 
and hafted and fet the city on fire. 

20 And when the men of Ai looked behind them, 
they faw, and, behold, the fmoke of the city afcend- 
ed up to heaven, and they had no power to flee this 
way or that way: and the people that fled to the wil- 
dernefs turned back upon the purfuers, 

21 And when Jofhua and all Hraei faw that the 
ambufh had raken the city,and that the fmoke of the 
city afcended, then they turned again, and flew the 
men of Ai. 

ze And the other iffued out of the city againft 
them; fothey were inthe midft cf Iracl, fome on 
this fide, and fome on that fide : and they /mate them, 
fo that they Iet none of them remain or. efcape. 

23 And the king of Ai they tuok alive, and 
brought himto Jofhua. 

24 Andit came to pafs, when Ifrae] had made an 
end of flaying all the inhabitants of .\i in the ficld, 
in the wilderncfs wherein they chafed them, and 
when they were all fallen on the edge of the fword, 
until they were confumed, that all the Iraclites re- 
turned unto Ai, and fmote it with the edge of the 
fword. : 

25 And fo it was, that all that fell that day, both of 
men and women, were twelve thoufand, even all the 
men of Ai. 

26 For Jofhua drew not his hand back, wherewith 
he ftretched out the fpear, until he had utterly de- 
{ftroyed all the inhabitants of Ai. 

27 Only the cattle and the fpoil of that city Ifrael 
took for a prey unto themfelves, according unto the 
word of the Loxp which he commanded Jofhua. 

28 And Jothua burnt Ai, and made it an heap for 
ever, evena defolation unto this day. 

29 And the king of Ai he hanged ona tree until 
eventide: and as foon as the fun was down, fofhua 
commanded that they fhpuld take his carcafe down 
from the tree, and caft it at the entering of the gate 
of the city, and raife thereon a great heap of ftones, 
that remaineth unto this day. 

go@ Then Jofhua built an altar unto the Lorn 
God of Ifrael 1n mount Ebal, 

gi As Mofes the fervant of the Lory commanded 
the children of Ifrael, as itis written in the book of 
the law of Mofes, an altar of whole ftones, over 
which no man hath lift up aay iron: and they offered 
thereon burnt offerings unto the Lorn, and facrific- 
ed peace offerings, 

g2 And he wrotc there upon the ftones a copy of 
the law of Mofes, which he wrote in the prefence of 


the children of Ifrael. 
33 And 





either fo difmayed that they itood, as we fay, ftock ftill; or elfe 
found themfelves fo environed, that they could no way efcape- 

23 the king of Ai they took alive, &c.] Very likely they were or- 
dered fo to do, that he might be made a public fpeétacle of the di- 
vine vengeance. : 

30 Fyoua budlt an altar—m mum Etal, &e.} We find that the 
feripture plainly defcribes this mount Ebal as near Shechem, for 
there was only a valley between Ebal and Gerizim, from whence 
Jotham fpake to the men of ‘ hechem (Judy. ix. 7.) which was at a 
great diftance from Ai; and therefore we mutt fuppofe that which is 
here related, not to have been done till they had the country about 
Shechem. : 

32 Hewrste there upon the floxesa copy of the lauz, &c.] It is thought 
by many as not unlikely: that this was a copy of the covenant, by 
which the children of Ifrael acknowledged that ‘hey held rhe land 
of Canaan of God, upon condition that they obferved his laws, to 
which they and their pofterity had obliged themfelves. 

3M : GENERAL 
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The Gibeonites by craft obtain a league. 


Before 


33 Andall Ifrael, and their elders, and officers, and 


CHRIST heir judges ftood on this fideche ark and on that fide 


T4gh. 


before the priefts che Levites, which bare the ark of 
the covenant of the Lonp, as well the ftranger, as he 
that was born among them: halfof them over ayainit 
‘mount Gerizim, and half of them over again{t mount 
Ebal;as Mofesthe fervantof the Lor y had comimand— 
‘ed before, that they fhould blefs the people of Ifracl. 

34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, 
the bleffings and curfings, according to all that is 
written in the book of the law. 

35 There was not a word of all that Mofes com- 
manded, which Jofhua read not before allthe congre- 
gation of Ifrael, with the women, and the little ones, 
and the ftrangers that were converfant among them. 


CHAP. IX. 


1 The kings of Canaan combine againft Ifrael.' 3 The 
Gibconites by cruft odtain a league: 16 The fraud is 
difcovered, but they are faved on account of the oath of 
the princes. 22 Fofhuajudgcth then to perpetual don- 
dage. 


ND it came to pafs, when all the kings which 

were on this fide Jordan, in the hills, and in 
the valleys, and in all the coalts of the great fea 
over againft Lebanon, the Hittite, and the Amorite, 
the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the 
Jebufite, heard thereof, . 

2 That they gathered themfelves together, to fight 
with Jofhua, and with Ifrael, with one accord. 

@ And when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard 
what Jofhua had done unto Jericho and to Ai, 

4 They did work wilily, and went and made as if 
they had been ambaffadors, and took old facks upon 
their alfes, and wine bottles, old and rent, and bound 

2 
= And old fhoes and clouted upon their feet, and 
old garments upon them; and all the bread of their 
provifion was dry and mouldy. 

6 And they went to Jofhua unto the camp at Gil- 
gal, and faid unto him, and to the men of Ifrael, We 
be come from a far country: now therefore make ye 
a league with us. 

7 And the men of Ufrael faid unto the Livites, 
Peradventure ye dwell among us; and how fhall we 
make a league with you? 

8 And they faid unto Jofhua, We are thy fer- 
vants. And Jofhua faid unto them, Who are ye? 
and from whence come ye? 

g And they faid unto him, From a very far coun- 
try thy fervants are come becaufe of the name ol 
the Lorp thy God: for we have heard the fame of 
him, and all that he did in Egypt, 

10 And all that he did to the two kings of the 
Amorites, that were beyond Jordan, to Sihon king 
of Hethbon, and to Og king of Bafhan, which was 
at Afhtaroth. 

11 Wherefore our elders and al) the inhabitants 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIII. 


It may be remarked from the punifhment of Achan, that every for- 
bidden thing muft be removed from us, before we can expect a 
bleffing on our undertakings. From the taking of Jericho by mi- 
racle, and Ai by force, we may learn, that though God has pro- 
mifed his proreétion to thofe who fear him, we oughr neverthrlefs 
to ufe every lawful means for our fafety and defence. The reading 
of the bleilings and curfes was commanded, that the children of 
Ifrael might be engaged to walk in the laws of the Lord, and 
teftify their thankfulnefs, when the promifes which God had made 
to their anceftors were fulfilled. 


, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


t The great fra.]_ i.e. The Mediterranean. 

Heard thereof-]_ i. e. Of the taking of Jerichoand Ai. 

4. They did work wilily.] i.e. “l hey contrived to put 2 fallacy upon 
the Ifraelites, and, by craft and cunning, to procure their favour. 


JOSHUA. They are adjudged to perpetual bondage, 


2 os 
of our country [pake to us, faying, Take victuals Belo 


with you for the journey, and goto mect them, and 
fay unto them, We ere your fervants: therefore now 
make ye a league with us. 

12 This our bread we took hot for our provifion out 
of our houfes on the day we came forth to go unto 
you; but now, behold, it is dry, and it is mouldy: 

13 And thele bottles of wine, which we filled, 
were new; and, behold, they be rent: and thefe our 


garments and our fhoes are become old by reafon of 


the very long journcy. 

14 And the men took of their victuals, and afked 
not counfel at the mouth of the Lorp. 

15 And fofhua made peace with them, and made 
a league with them, to let them live: and the princes 

? of the congregation fware unto them. 

16 W And it came to pafs at the end of three days 
after they had made a leaguc with them, that they 
heard that they were their neighbours, and that they 
dwelt ainong them. 

17 And the children of Ifrael journeyed, and 
came unto their cities on the third day. Now their 
cities were Gibeon, and Chephirah, and Beeroth, 
and Kirjath-jearim. 

18 And the children of Ifrael fmote them not, 
becaufe the princes of the congregation had fworn 
unto them by the Lorn God of Ifrael. And all the 
congregation murmured againft the princes. 

19 Bue all the princes faid unto all the congrega- 
tion, We have fworn unto them by the Lor» God of 
Ifracl: now therefore we may not touch them. 

20 This will we do to them ; we will even let them 
live, left wrath be upon us, becaufe of the oath which 
we fware untothem. 

21 And the princes faid unto them, Let them 
live; but let them be hewers of wood and drawers 

: water unto all the congregation ; as the princes 
had promifed them. 


22 GAnd Jofhua called for them, andhe fpake unto * 


them, faying, Wherefore have ye beguiled us, faying, 
We are very far from you; when ye dwell among us ? 
23 Nowthercfore yearecurfed, and there fhall none 
of you be freed from being bondmen, and hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the houfe of my God. 
24 And they anfwered Jothua, and faid, Becaufe 
it was certainly told thy fervants, how that the Lorp 
thy God commandedhis fervant Mofes to give you all 
the land, and to deftroy all the inabitants of the land 
from before you, therefore we were fore afraid of 
our lives becaufe of you, and have done this thing. 
( 25 And now, behold, we are in thine hand: as it 
feemcth good:and right unto thee to do unto us, do. 
26 And fo did he unto them, and delivered them 
out of the hand of the children of Hrael, that they 
flew them not. 
27 And Jofhua made them that day hewers of 
wood and drawers of water for the congregation, and 
for the altar of the Lorn, even unto this day, in the 


place which he fhould choole. 
CHAP. 





Wine bottles old and rent..| || Which bottles were made of leather, in 
which they formerly (as they now do in fome countries) kept their 
wine. 

Bound up.] Where they had been rent as already mentioned. 

7 Umothe Hiviter, &c.] i.e. Unto thofe who came from Gibeon, 
who were really Hivites, as is exprefsly faid, chap. it. 19. 

15 Ffbua made peace wih them, &c.) Though the Ifraelites by 
a pofitive law of God, were enjoined to make no peace with the 
inhabitants of Canaan, as a nation, yet if any of them were willing 
to relinquifh their idolatry, and other crimes, and e:nbrace the true 
religion, they might be f{pared. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX, 


By this chapter we may be convinced, that promifes (how fraudu- 
lently foever they may be obtainec}} muft, if lawful, be religioufly 
obferved ; efpecially when an oath has intervened ; and that he 
reverence due to our oaths, and to the God we worfhip, obliges 


us to fulfil them. 
: EXPLANATORY 


IKI yp 
451, 





Five kings war againfi Grbeon, 


Before C H A P. XxX. 
RIS ‘ : opp ets z ; 
er. 1 Five kings war againjt Gibeon. 6 The Grbeonites fue 


to Fofhua, who goeth to their afiftance. 8 God encou- 
rageth him, and cafteth down hailftones from heaven 
upin the enemy. 12 At Fofhua’s word the fun and 
moon fland fill, 16 The froe kings are difcovered and 
Shut up in a cave till the purfut is ended. 22 They are 
brought forth, feornfully ufed, and hanged. 28 Makke- 
dah deftroyed with her king, 29 and Libnah, 31 and 
Lachifh, 33 and the hing of Gezer, 34 and Eglon, 36 
and Hebron, 38 and Debir. 40 After thefe conquefts 
the army returned to Gilgal. 


OW it came to pafs, when Adoni-zedec king 

of Jerufalem had heard how Jofhua had taken 

Ai, and had utterly deftroyed it; as he had done to 

Jericho and her king, fo he had done to Ai and her 

king; and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made 
peace with Ifrael, and were among them ; : 

2 Thatthcy feared greatly, becaufe Gibeon was a 
great city, as one of the royal cities, and becaufe it 
was greater than Ai, and all the men thereof were 
mighty. . 

3 Wherefore Adoni-zedecking of Jerufalem fent 
unto Hoham king of Hebron, and unto Piram king 
of Jarmuth, and unto Jahia king of Lachifh, and 
unto Debir king of Eglon, faving, 

4.Come up unto me, and help me, that we may 
fmite Gibeon: for it hath made peace with Jofhua 
and with the children of Ifrael. 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the 
king of Jerufalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 
Jarmuth, the king of Lachifh, the king of Eglon, 
gathered themfelves together, and went up, they and 
all their hofts, and encamped bcfore Gibeon, and 
made war againtt it. 

6 @ And themen of Gibeon fent unto Jofhua tothe 
camp to Gilgal, faying, Slack not thy hand from thy 
fervants; come up to us quickly,and fave us,and help 
us: for all the kings of the Amorites that dwell inthe 
mountains are gathered together againft us. 

7 So Jofhua afcended.from Gilgal, he, and all the 
people of war with him, and all the mighty men of 
valour. 

8q@ And the Lorb faid unto Jofhua, Fear them 
not: forl havedelivered them into thinehand: there 
fhall not a man of them ftand before thee. 

9 Jofhua therefore came unto them fuddenly, and 
went up from Gilgal all night. 

10 Andthe Lorp difcomfited them before Ifrael, 
and flew them with a great flaughter at Gibeon, and 
chafed them along the way that goeth up to Beth-ho- 
ron,and fmote them to Azekah,and unto Makkedah. 

1a And it came to pafs, as they fled from before 
Ifrael, and were in the going down to Beth-horon, 
that the Lorp caft down great ftones from heaven 
upon them unto Azekah, and they died: they were 
more which died with hailftones than ¢hey whom the 
children of Ifrael flew with the fword. 

12 4 Then fpake Jofhua to the Lorp in the day 
when the Lor» delivered up the Amorites before the 
children of Ifracl, and he faid in the fight of Hrael, 
Sun, ftand thou ftill upon Gibeon; and thou, Moon, 
in the valley of Ajalon, 

13 And the fun ftood ftill, and the moon ftayed, 
until the people had avenged themfelves upon their 
enemies. Js not this written in the book of Jafher? So 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 


2 As one of the royal cities, &c.| Gibeon was not a royal city; that 
is, had no king in it, but was yet equal to thofe cities that had kings, 
being governed by elders, who were perfons of great fway. 

tr ibe Lord cafi down great flores, &e-] tis in the Septuagint, 
Hail tones of a vat bignefs; which fome think were accompanied 
with thunder and lightning. 

12 Suu fland thou fill, &c.] It fhould be remembered, at the fame 
time that we admire this phenomenon, that ic was the work of 


CHAPS xX: 


[the fun ftood ftill in the midft of heaven, and hafted Before 
not to go down about a whole day. 










14 And there was no day like that before it or 
after it, that the Lorp hearkened unto the voice of 
aman: for the Lorn fought for Hrael. 

15 And Jofhua returned, and all Ifrael with him, 
unto the camp to Gilgal. 

16 @ But thefe five kings fled, and hid themfelves 
in acave at Makkedah. 

17 Andit was told Jofhua, faying, The five kings 
are found hid in a cave at Makkedah. 

18 And Jofhua faid, Roll great {tones upon the 
mouth of the cave, and fet men by it for to keep 
them: 

ig And ftay ye not, 2uf purfue after your ene-~ 
mies, and finite the hindmoft of them; fuffer them 
notto enter into their cities: for the Lorp your 
God hath delivered them into your hand. ‘ 

20 And it came to pafs, when Jothua and the chil- 
dren of Ifracl had made an end of flaying them with a 
very great flaughter, till they were confumed, that the 
reft which remained of thementered into fenced cities. 

a1 And ail the people returned to the camp to 
Jofhua ac Makkedah in peace: none moved his 
tongue againft any of the children of Ifrael. 

22 49 Then faid Jofua, Open the mouth of the 
cave, and bring out thofe five kings unto me out of 
the cave. 

23 And they did fo, and brought forth thofe five 
kings unto him out of the cave, the king of Jerufa- 
lem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the 
king of Lachifh, and the king of Eglon. 

24 And it came to pafs, when they brought out 
thofe kings unto Jofhua, that Jofhua called for all the 
men of Ifrael, and faid unto,the captains of the men 
of war which went with him, Come near, put your 
feet upon the necks of thefe kings. And they came 
near, and put their feet upon the necks of them. 

25 And Jofhua faid unto them, Fear not, nor be 
dilmayed, be itrong and of good courage : for thus 
ee the Loxp do to all your enemies, againfi whom 

e fight. 

26 And afterward Jofhua fmote them, and flew 
them, and hanged them upon five trees: and they 
were hanging upon the trees until the evening. 

27 And it came to pafs atthe time of the going down 
of the fun, ‘hat Jofl:ua commanded, and they took 
them down off the trees, and caft them into the cave 
wherein they had been hid, and laid great ftones in 
the cave’s mouth, which remain until this very day. 

28 @ And that day Jofhua took Makkedah, and 
finote it with the edge of the fword, andthe king there- 
.of he utterly deftroyed, them, and all the fouls that 
were therein; he let none remain: and he did to the 
king of Makkedah as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

29 I Then Jofhua paffed from Makkedah, and all 
Ifrael with him, unto Libnah, and fought againit 
Libnah: : ‘ 

go And the Lorp delivered it alfo, and the king 
thereof, into the hand of Ifrael; and he finote it with 
the edge of the iword, and all the fouls that were 
therein; he Jet none remainin it; but did unto the 
king thereof as he did unto the king of Jericho. 

3: @And Jofhua paffed from Libnah, and all If 
rael with him, unto Lachifh, and encamped againft 
it, and fought againft it: 

g2 And the Lorn delivered Lachifh into the hand 

of 





that omnipotent Being who firft created the beautiful fyftem of the 
univerfe, and that all nature is under his immediate direction and 
government. . , 

13 Lhe back of Fafeer, &c.| vis fuppofed by fome, that this was 
only a colleétion of fome verfes, which the Ifraelites thought them- 
felves concerned to leara by heart, the better ro remember the mi- 
racles which God had been pleafed to vouchfafe them. 

15 Ffoua returned—smvo the camp to Oilgal.| That is, that he was 
about to return, till he heard where the five kings we.c, and that 


many of the enemies were fill remaining. , 
; 4o At 


who are hanged. 


CHRIST 


1451. 


Ce a, 


Divers kings combined againft Ifrael. 


JOSHUA. 


GFofhva futeth them, 





Before 
See at with the edge of the fword, and all the fouls that{{ Hivite under Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. ee 
were therein, according to all that he had done to 4 And they went out, they and all theirhoftswith ~" 
Libnah. them, much people, even as the fand that zs upon the 
33 4 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help] fea fhore in multitude, with horfes and chariots very 
Lachith; and Joihua fmote him and his people, until fj many. 
5 And when all thefe kings were met together, 145: 


of Ifrael, which took it on thefecond day,and fmote fjzite, and the Jebufite in the mountains, and ¢o the 2 -tore 


he had left him none remaining. 

34 I And from Lachifh Jofhua paffed unto Eglon, 
and all Ifrael with him; and they encamped againft 
it, and fought againft it: 

5 And they took it on that day, and {mote it with 
the edge of the fword, and all the fouls that were 
therein he utterly deftroyed that day, according to 
all that he had done to Lachifh. 

36 2 \nd Jofhua went up from Eglon, and all 
Ifrael with him, unto Hebron; and they fought a- 
gainft it: 

37 And they took it, and fmote it with the edge of 
the fword, and the king thereof, and all the cities 
thereof, and all the fouls that were therein; he left 
none remaining, according to all that he had done 
to Eglon; but deftroyed it utterly, and all the fouls 
that were therein. 

38 @ And Jofhua returned, and all Ifrael with 
him, to Debir; and fought againft it: 

39 And he took it, and the kiiig thereof, and all the 
cities thereof; and they fmote them with the edge of 
the fword,and utterly deftroyed all the fouls that were 
therein; he left none remaining: as he had done to, 
Hebron, fo he did to Debir, and to the king thereof; 
as he had done alfo to Libnah, and to her king. 

40 § So Jofhua {mote all the country o! the hills, 
and of the fouth, and of the vale, and of the {prings, 
and all their kings: he left none remaining, but nt- 
terly deftroyed all that breathed, as the Lorp God 
of Ifracl commanded. 

41 And Jofhua fmote them from Kadefh-barnea 
even unto Gaza, and all the country of Gofhen, even 
unto Gibeon. 

42 And all thefe kings and their land did Jofhua 
take at one time, becaufe the Lorp God of Ifrae] 
fought for Ifrael. 

43 And Jothua returned, and all Ifrael with him, 


_unto the camp to Gilgal. 


CHAP. XI. 


1 Divers other kings affembled againft Ifrael by the wa- 
ters of Vierom. 6 God encourageth Fofhua,who fmiteth 
them. 10 Hazor is taken and Lurned; and the cities 
of the other kings are taken and fpoiled. 16 All the 
country taken by Fofhua. 21 The Anakims are cut off. 
23 The land being fubdued refieth from war. 


A ND it came to pafs, when Jabin king of Hazor 

had heard ¢hofe things, that he fent to Joab 
king of Madon, and to the king of Shimron, and to 
the king of Achfhaph, 

2 And tothe kings that were on the north of the 
mountains, and of the plains fouth of Chinneroth, 
and in the valley, and in the borders of Dor in the 
weit, 

3 And éo the Canaanite on the eaft and on the weft, 
and ¢o the Amorite, and the Hittite, and the Periz- 


rr SO 
40 As the Lord God of Ifrael commanded.] Thefe words are added as 

a jnitifi ation of rhe Hraelites from all imputation of cruelty or fever- 

ity ; for they only executed a divine fentence againft this people. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 

We fee in this chapter, the miraculous power of God exerted in the 
deftruétion of the enemies of his people, and the happy efle&ts of 
prayer. ‘lhis teaches us, that all our fuccefs pro: eeds from the 
favour of God, in whom we fhould always truft, when we ufe our 
utmoft efforts. All the victories of Jofhua plainly fhew that God 
was with him, that all the divine promifes were founded in truth 
and faithfulnefs, that God is almighty to fulfil them, and that his 
bleffing attends thofe who confide in him, and walk in his ways. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 
4. As the fand that is upon the Jea fore in multitude, &C.] ‘Vheir whole 


they came and pitched together at the waters of 
Merom, to fight againft Ifracl. 
J} 6@ And the Loxp faid unto Jothua, Be not a- 
ifraid becaufe of them: for to-morruw about this time 
will I delivcr them up all flain before [fracl: tou 
thalt hough their horfes, and burn their chariots 
with fire. 

7 So Jofhua came, and all the people of war with 
him, againft chem bythe waters of Merom fuddenly; 
and they fell upon them. 

8 And the LorD delivered them into the hand of 
Ifrael, who {mote them, and chafed them ut.to great 
Zinon, and unto Mifrephoth-maim, and unto the 
valley of Mizpeh eaftward; and th.« fmote them, 
unti] they Jefe them nonce :cimaining. 

g And Jofhua did unto them at -ne Lorn bade 
him: he houghed their horfes, anc burnt their cha- 
riots with fire. 

10 And Jofhua at that time turned back, and 
took tlazor, and {mote the king thercof with the 
fword: for Hazor beforetime was the head of all 
thofe kingdoms. 

11 And they fmote all the fouls that were therein 
with the edge of the fwerd, utterly dcfroying them: 
there was not any Jeft to breathe: and he burnt Ha- 
zor with fire. 

12 And all the cities of thofe kings, and all the 
kings of them did Jofhua take, and fmote them with 
the edgeof the fword, and he utterly deftroyed them, 
as Mofes the fervant of the Lorp commanded. 

13 But as for the ciies that ftood ftill in their 
ftrength, Ifrac] burncd none'of them, fave Hazor 
only ; chat did Jofhua burn. 

14 And all the fpoil of thefe cities, and the cattle, 
the chiidren of Ifrael took for a prey unto them- 
felves; but every man they fmote with the edge of 
the fword, until they had deflroyed them, neither 
left they any to breathe, 

15 As the Lorp commanded Mofes his fervant, 
fo did Mofes command Jofhua, and fo did Jofhua; 
he left nothing undone of all that the Lorp com- 
manded Mofes. : 

16 € So Jofhua took all thar land, the hills, and 
all the fouth country, and ajl the land of Gofhen, 
and the valley, and the plain, and the mountain of 
Ifrael, and the valley of the fame ; 

17 Even from the mount Lialak, that goeth up to 
Seir, even unto Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon 
under mount Hermon: andall their kings he took, 
and fmote them, and flew them. 

18 Jofhua made war along time with all thofe 
kings. é 


| 
| 


19 There was not a city that made peace with the ° 


children of Ifrael, fave the Hivites the inhabitants 
of Gibeon: all other they took in battle. 

20 For it was of the Lorp to harden their hearts, 

that 
ATT RI PC BA SE FE a SE TIT 
army is computed at three hundred thoufand foor, ten thoufand horfe, 
and twothoufand chariots. ‘To oppofe thefe numerons urmics, Ifrael 
had ne horfe : God had interdiéted their traffic with Egy prt, forthem, 
left they fhould be enfnared to idolatry, or place greater confidence 
in them, than in the divine power. 

And charitt, &e.] Thefe chariots made a terrible flaughter among 
an army of foot, being armed with fpikes, faulchions, {iythes, and 
javelins, to the yokes of the horfes, {pokes aad feliies of the wheels, 
and re the axle-trees. 

5 At the warer: of Meram, &c.} It is generally fuppofed, that thefe 
waters were the lake of Semechon, which lies between the head of 
the river Jordan, and the lake of Gennefareth; and. that the city of 
Hazor, where Jabin reigned, was firuated upon tnis Inke, 

6 Thou fhalt hough therr hors, &c J i. e. Cut their hamftrings, to 
render them unfit for further fervice. 

5 2 The 





I LO LL EEE TEL CEE I 


The Anakims cut off. 


“Before 


CHRIST 


145i» 


3445+ 


£452. 


that they fhould come againft Ifrael in battle,that he 
might deftroy them utterly, and that they might have 
no favour, but that he might deftroy them, as the 
Lorp commanded Mofes. 

‘91 And at that time came Jofhua, and cut off 
the Anakims from the mountains, from Hebron, from 
Debir, from Anab, and from all the mountains of 
Judah, and from ail the mountains of Ifrael: jJofhua 


’ deftroyed them utterly with their cities. 


22 There was none of the Anakims left in the land 
of the children of Ifrael: only in Gaza, in Gath, and 
in Afhdod, there remained. 

23 I So Jofhua took the whole land, according to 
all that the Lonp faid unto Mofes; and Jofhua gave 
it for an inheritance unto Ifrael according to their 
divifions by their tribes. And the land refted from 


war. 
C H A P. XII. 


1 Thetwo kings whofe countries Mofes took and difpofed 
of. 7 The one and thirty kings on the weft fide of For- 
don which Fof/hua fmote. ; 


No thefe are the kings of the land, which the 
children of Ifrael {mote, and poffeffed their land 
on the other fide Jogdan toward the rifing of the fun, 
from the river Arnon unto mount Hermon, and all 
the plain on the eaft : 

2 Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Hefh- 
bon, and ruled from Aroer, which is upon the bank 


of the river Arnon,and from the middle.of the river,; 


and from half Gilead, even unto.the river Jabbok, 
which is the border of the children of Ammon; 

3 And from the plain to the fea of Chinneroth on 
the eaft, and unto the fea of the plain, even the falt 
fea on the eaft, the way to Beth-jefhimoth; and from 
the fouth, under Afhdoth-pifgah : 

4 And the coaft of Og king of Bafhan, which was 
of the remnant of the giants, that dwelt at Afhtaroth 
and at Edrei, ; 

5 And reigned in mount Hermon, and in Salcah, 
and in all Bafhan, unto the border of the Gefhurites, 
and the Maachathites, and half Gilead, the border 
of Sihon king of Hefhbon. 

6 Them did Mofes the fervant of the Lorwand the 
children of Ifrael fmite: and Mofes the fervant of the 
Lorp gave it for a poffeffion unto the Reubenites, 
and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Manaffeh. 

7 4 And thefe are the kings of the country which 
‘Jofhua and the children of Ifrae) {mote on this fide 


Jordan on the welt, from Baal-gad in the valley of 


Lebanon even unto the mount Halak, that goeth up 
10 Seir; which Jofhua gave unto the tribes of Ifrael 
for a poffeffion according to their divifions ; 

8 In the mountains, and in the valleys, and in the 





21 The Anakims, &c.} Thefe were adiftin® people from the Ca- 
naanites; gigantic in ftature, and cruel in difpofition. Their habita- 
tions were In the mountains, where they fortified themfelves ; which 
probably was the reafon why Jofhua did not attack them before’ he 
had finifhed his other conquetts. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XI. 


‘In this chapter we perceive the wonderful effeéts of the power of, 
God, and alfo his veracity ; and that he had ordained to exter- f 


minate the Canaanites, becaufe they were become abominable by 

their practices, and that they fhould not corrupt the Ifraelites: 

but though the juftice of God is confpicuous in this, yet the pro- 
ceedings of the children of Ifrael, as inftruments, by no means 
juftifies cruelty and inhumanity in war. By leaving fome of the 

Canaanites alive, for the trial of the Ifraelites, and their punifb- 

ment afterwards, we may learn, that God fends us croflés and 

affliétions in this world, for our corre&tion and good, and for the 
trial of our faith and patience, and that he may He us. good in our 
dJatter end. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES ow CHAP. XII. 

23 Whe king of the nations of Gilgal, &e.] Thisis not that Gilgal 
where Jofhua incamped when he came over Jordan, for there was no 
sity there, nor any king of that country, butthe king of Jericho. 

24 All the kings thirty and one.] As fome may wonder that in fo 
= a const there fhould be fo many kings; letit be confidered 

Qo. 18. 


CHAP. XII. XIII. 
































‘| Avites out ofthis country. 


plains, and in the fptings, and in the wildernefs, and 
in the fouth country; the Hittites, the Amorites, 
and the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebufites : 

9 The king of Jericho, one; the king of Ai, which 
ts befide Beth-el, one; 

10 The king of Jerufatem, one; the king of He-~ 
bron, one; : 

ar The king of Jarmuth, one; the king of La- 
chifh, one ; z 

. 12 The king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer; 

one; . - 

13 Theking of Debir, one; the king of Geder,one; 
. 14 The king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, 
one ; 
15 The king of Libnah, one; the king of Adul- 
lam, ore; ; 

16 The king of Makkedah, one; the king of 
Bethel, one; 

17 The king of Tappwah, one; the king of He- 
pher, one; ‘ 

18 The king of Aphek, one; the king of Lafhar- 
on, one; 

1g The king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, 
one ; 
20 The king of Shimron-meron, one; the king 
of Achfhaph, one; 

21 The king of Taanach, one; the king of Me« 
giddo, one ; 

22 The King of Kedefh, one; the king of Jok- 
neam of Carmel, one; 

23 The king of Dor in the coaft of Dot, one; the 
king of the nations of Gilgal, one; 

24 The king of Tirzah, one: all the kings thirty 


and one. 
CHAP. XIII. 


1 What paris of the land remained yet unfubdued: Fofhua 
zs commanded to divide the whole by lot; the two tribes 
and half being excepted out of this divifion, and the 
tribe of Levi. 15 The bounds of Reuben’s inkeri- 
tance, (Balauin flain, ver. 2%.) 24 Of the inheritance 
of Gad, 29 and of the half tribes of Manaffeh, as 
allotted: by Mofes, who gave no inheritance to thé Le- 
vites, but God only. . 


IN oN Jofhua was old and ftricken in years; and 
the Lorp faid unto him, Thou art old and 


ftricken in years, and there remaineth yet very much 


land to be“poffeffed. 

2 This zs the land that yet remaineth: all the bor-~ 
ders of the Philiftines, and all Gefhuri, 

3 From Sihor, which is before Egypt, even unto 
the borders of Ekron northward, which is counted to 
the Canaanite: five lords of the Philiftines; the Ga- 

; zathites, 
| LT A RL AR RAE eR A ESI EE PEASE AEE I RE 
that thefe who were called kings were only petty princes, or lords of 
cities, which had a few villages depending on them, the inhabitants 
of which were their tenants. We know that the king of Beth-el, 
and the king of Ai, when joined together, had inall,no more than 
twelve thoufand fubjeéts. Kingdoms, like other things, were anti- 
ently very {mall in their beginnings. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XII. 
Here we find that God continued to enlarge the dominions of the 
children of Ifrael, as he had promifed, for truth is one of his ar- 
tributes. Since it is evident Jofhua never could have fubdued all 
thofe kings, unlefs he had been fupported by the almighty power 
of God, let this encourage us under all our affliCtions; for «If 
God be for us, who can be againft us ?”” 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XUI. 


1 Now FJofoua was old, &c.} Atthis time Jofhua is fuppofed to 
have been near one hundred years old. 

3 From Sibor, which is before Egypt] This was a little ftream from 
one of the branches of the Nile, by which Paleftine was bounded 
on that fide. ‘ 

Which is counted to the Canaanites] Thus we fee the Philiftines were 
not the original inhabitants of thiscountry, which belonged co the 
offspring of Canaan, the youngeft fon of Ham; whereas the Philif- 
tines were defcended from Mifraim, his fecond fon, who expelled the 
_3N tif 


Thirty-and one kings fmitien by Fofhua. 


Before © 
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a SA ARITA EE Cn aes, 


The land unfubdued to be divided by lot. JOSHUA. The tribes to have their inheritance by lot, 


Before zathites, and the Afhdothites, the Efhkalonites, the 23 And the border of the children of Reuben was Bele 


of Reuben inheritance according to their families. 

16 And their coaft was from Aroer, that zs on the 
bank of the river Arnon, and the city that zs in the 
midft of the river, and all the plain by Medeba; 

17 Hefhbon and all her cities that are in the plain 
Dibon, and Bamoth-baal, and Beth-baal-meon, 

18 And Jahaza, and Kedemoth, and Mephaath, 

1g And Kirjathaim, and Sibmah, and Zareth-fha- 
har in the mount of the valley, 

zo And Beth-peor, and Afhdoth-pifgah, and 
Beth-jefhimoth, 

21 Andall the cities of the plain,and all the king- 
dom of Sihon king of the Amorites, which reigned in 
Hefhbon,whom Mofes {mote with the princes of Mi. 
dian, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, 
which were dukes of Sihon, dwelling in the country. 

22 Balaam alfo the fon of Beor, the foothfayer, 
did the ‘children of Ifrael flay with the fword among 
them that were flain by them. 





Alfs the Avites.| Being a remnant of thofe antient inhabitants, who 
continued, and were mixedin with the people, 

6 Them will I drive out| However this promife was conditional, 
and depended on the Ifraclites obferving the laws given them by 
Mofes ; but as they did not perfift in the true worfhip of God, great 
part of thefe places were never conquered : the Sidonians were never 
fubdued by the Ifraelites, and the people of Lebanon were only tri- 
butary in king David's time. 

Divide thou iz by lot unto the [fraclites for an inheritance, &e.] ine. 
‘Though they benot driven out, yet, fince I have promifed to expel 
them, affign all the forementioned countries to the children of Ifracl 
by lot, as the inheritance I have beftowed upon them. 

9 The city that is in the midfi of the river, &c.] It is rendered, In 
the midit of the valley, in the Septuagint. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XIII. . 


In this chapter _we fee that God did not think proper to put the 
children of Ifrael in poffeflion of the land all at once, in order to 


Ae thefe are the countries which the children of 
Ifrael inherited in the land of Canaan, which 
fleazar the pricft, and Jofhua the fon of Nun, and 
the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the children 
of Ifrael, diftributed for inheritance unto them. 

2 By lot was their inheritance, as the Lorp com- 
manded by the hand of Mol¢s, for the nine tribes, 
and for the half tribe. ‘ 

3 For Moles had given the inheritanceof two tribes 
and an half tribe on the other fide Jordan: but unto 
the Levites he gave none inheritance among them. 

4 For the children of Jofeph were two tribes, Ma- 
naffchand Ephraim: thercfore they gave no part unto 
the Levites inthe land, fave cities to dwell in,with their 
fuburbs for their catile and for their fubfiance. 

5 As the Lord commanded Moles, fo the children 
of Ifrael did, and they divided the land. 

64 Thenthe childrenof Judah came unto Jofhua in 
Gilgal: and Calebthe fon of Jephunneb the Kenezite 
faidunto him, ‘Thou knowcil the thing thatthe Lorp 

faid 
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teach them to depend on him from tire to time; but though the 
heathens were not totally fubdued at chat time. yet they were fo 
fome ages after. This is very emblematical of the progrefs of a 
chriftian through life, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XIV. 


3 Vhcfe ave the courtrircy &c.] Meaning thofe mentioned in the 
following chapters, this being no more than a kind cf preface ro 
the divifion of the land. 

6 The children of Judah came unto J. feua—and Caleb ihe fit of 
Sephununeh faid unts him, &c.| Asthe Reubenites were provided for, 
the tribe of Judah was the eldest of thofe that wanted thelr portion: 
they came therefore to Jofhna; and Caleb, who was not only a con- 
fiderable perfon, but one of thofe princes who were appointed of 
God to affit in the divifion of thelond, addrefies JoMua concerning 
a particular cafe of his own; in which he would not take upon him- 
felf to judge, but defires to have it fettled by Jofhus, the fupreme 


governor of the people of God. : 
12 This 


CHRIST Gittites, and the Ekronites ; alfo the Avites : Jordan, and the border ¢heree/. ‘Whis es the inheri- CEST 
ae 4 From the fouth, all the land of the Canaanites, {| tance of thé children of Reuben after their families, Paes 
and Mearah that zs befide the Sidonians, unto]}] the cities and the villages thercof. 
Aphek, to the borders of the Amorites : 24 HI And Mofes gave inheritence unto the tribe of 

5 And the land of the Giblites, and all Lebanon, {| Gad, even unio the children of Gad according to their 
toward the funrifing, from Baal-gad under mount} | families. 

Wermon unto the entering into Hamath. 25 And their coaft was Jazer, and all the cities of 

6 All the inhabitants of the hill country from Le- j{{ Gilead, and half the land of the children of Ammon, 
banon unto Mifrephoth-maim, and all the Sidonians, |f unto Aroer that zs before Rabbah; 
them will I drive out before the children of Ifrael : .26 And from Hefhbon unto Ramath-mizpeh, and 
only divide thou it by lot uato the Ifraelites for an}| Betonim; and from Mahanaim unto the border of 
inheritance, as I have commanded thee. Debir; 

7 Now therefore divide this land for an inheri- 27 And in the valley, Beth-aram, and Beth-nim- 
tance unto the nine tribes, and the half tribe of Ma-] rah, and Succoth, and Zaphon, the reft of the “king. 
naffeh, d dom of Sihon king of Hefhbon, Jordan and Ais bor- 

8 With whom the Reubenites and the Gadires}] der, even unto the edge of the fea of Chinnercth on 
have received their inheritance, which Mofes gave || the other fide Jordan caftward. 
them, beyond Jordan eaftward, even as Mofes the 28 This zs the inheritance ofthe children of Gad 
fervant of the Lorp gave them; _ |} after their families, the cities, and their villages, 

g From Aroer, that 7s upon the bank of the river 29 And Mofesgaveinherttance unto the halftribe 
Arnen, and the city that zs in the midft of the river, |} of Manaffeh: and ¢his was the poffiffion of the half tribe 
and all the plain of Medeba unto Dibon; of the children of Manaffeh by their familtes. 

10 And all the cities of Sihon king of the Amor- 30 Andtheircoaft was from Mahanaim,all Bafhan, 
ites, which reigned in Hefhbon, unto the border of }¥all the kingdom of Og king of Bafhan, and all the 
the children of Ammon ; towns of Jair,which ave in Bafhan,thfeefcore cities: 

11 And Gilead, and the border of the Gefhurites 3 Andhalf Gilead,and A fhtaroth,and Edrei,cities 
and Maachathites, and all mount Hermon, and all }] of the kingdom of Og in Bathan,were pertaining unto 
Bafhan unto Salcah ; the children of Machir the fon of Manaffeh, even to 

iz All the kingdom of Og in Bathan,: which |} the onehalfofthe children of Machirby their families. 
reigned in Afhtaroth and in Edrei, who remained of g2 Thefe are the countries which Mofes did diftri- 
the remnant of the giants : for thefe did Mofes finite, {] bute for inheritance in the plains of Moab, on the. 
and caft them out. other fide Jordan, by Jericho, eaftward. 

13 Neverthelefs the children of Ifracl expelled 33 But unto the tribe of Levi Mofes gave not any 
not the Gefhurites, nor the Maachathites: but the}{ inheritance: the Lory God of Ifrael was their inhc- 
Gefhurites and ae Maachathites dwell among the} ritance, as he faid unto them. 

Mfraelites until this day. . rryr 

14 Only unto the tribe of Levi he gave none inhe- f : CHA P. IN me 4 
ritance; the facrifices of the Lonp God of Ifrael made} | 1. Ze mine tribes and half are to have their inheritance 
by fire are their inheritance, as he faid unto them. by lot. 6 Caleb by privilege obtaincth Hebron. 

15 2 And Mofes gave untothe tribe of the children T44 


Caleb by privilege obtaineth Hebron. 


Before {aid unto Mofes the man of God concerning me and 
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went up to the ftone of Bohan the fon of Reuben: 

7 And the border went up toward Debir, from 
the valley of Achor, and fo northward, looking to- 
ward Gilgal, that 7s before the going up to Adum- 
mim, which zs on the fouth fide of the river: and the 
border paffed toward the waters of En-fhemeth, and 
the goings out thereof were at En-rogel : 

8 And the border went up by the valley of the fon 
of Hinnom unto the fouth fide of the Jebufite; the 
fame zs Jerufalem: and the border went up to the 
top of the mountain that /ieth before the valley of 
Hinnom weftward, which zs at the end of the valley 
of the giants northward : 

g And the border was drawn from the top of the 


thee in Kadefh-barnea. 
7 Forty years old was I when Mofes the fervant 


of the Lorn fent me from Kadefh-barnea to efpy out 
the land ; and I brought him word again as z¢ was in 
mine heart. / . 

8 Neverthelefs my brethren that went up with me 
made the heart of the people mele: but I wholly fol- 
lowed the Lonp my God. 

g And Mofes fware on that day, faying, Surely the 
Jand whereon thy feet have trodden fhall be thine in- 
heritance, and thy children’s for ever, becaufe thou 
haft wholly followed the Lory my God. 

10 And now, behold, the Lorp hath kept me 
alive, as he faid, thefe forty and five years, even 
fince the Lorp {pake this word unto Mofes, while 
the children of Ufrael wandered in the wildernefs: and 
now, lo, I am this day fourfcore and five years old. 

11 As yet I am as ftrong this day as J was in the 
day that Mofes fent me: as my ftrength was then, 
even fois my ftrength now, for war, both to go out, 
and to come in. 

12 Now'therefore give me this mountain, whereof 
the Lorn fpake in that day; for thou heardeft in 
that day how the Anakims were there, and ¢hat the 
cities were great and fenced:. if fo be the Lorp will 
be with me, then I fhall be able to drive them out, 
as the Lorn faid. 

1g And Jofhua bleffed him, and gave unto Caleb 
the fon of Jephunneh Hebron for an inheritance. 

14 Hebron therefore became the inheritance of 
Caleb the fon of Jephunneh the Kenezite unto this 
day, becaufe that he wholly followed the Lorn God 
of Ifrael. ; 

15 And the name of Hebron before was Kirjath- 
arba; which Arba was a great man among the Ana- 
Kkims. And the land had reft from war. 


CHAP. XV. 


1 The borders of the lot of Fudah. 13 Caleb’s portion 
and conqueft. 16 Othniel for his valour hath Achfah 
Caleb’s daughter to wife, who obtaineth a bleffing from 
her father. 21 The crttesof Fudah. 63 The Febu- 


jfites remain unconquered. 


THIS then was the lot of the tribe of the children 

of Judah by their families ; even to the border of 
Edom the wildernefs of Zin fouthward was the utter- 
moft part of the fouth coaft. 

2 And their fouth border was from the fhore of the 
falt fea, fromthe bay that looketh fouthward : 

3 And it went out to the fouth fide to Maaleh- 
acrabbim, and paffed along to Zin, and afcended 
up on the fouth fide unto Kadefh-barnea, and paffed 
along to Hezron, and went up to Adar, and fetched 
a compals to Karkaa: 

4 From thence it paffed toward Azmon, andwent out 
unto thegiver of Egypt; and the.goings out of that 
coaft were at the fea: this fhall be your fouth coaft. 

5 And the eaft border was the falt fea, even unto 
the end of Jordan. And thezr border in the north 
quarter was from the bay of the fea at the uttermoft 
part of Jordan. 

6 And the border went up to Beth-hogla, and paff- 
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1z Téis mountaiz, &c.J i. e. The mountainous country where 
Hebron lay. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 


We learn from this chapter the accomplifhment of the promife that 
God made to Jofhua and Caleb, when he told them, that none but 
they two fhould enter into the land of Canaan. Caleb arrived 
at a happy and advanced old age; God gave mount Hebron to 
him and his pofterity, which recompence proved to future ages 
a lafting monument of the faith and zeal of that holy man. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. xv. 
8 The valley of the fon of Hinnom, &c.] This wasa valley on the 


went out to the cities of mount Ephron; and the 
border was drawn to Baalah, whichis Kirjath-jearim : 

10 And the border compaffed from Baalah weft- 
ward unto mount Seir, and paffed along unto the 
fide of mount Jearim, which. 7s Chefalon, on the 
north fide, and went down to Beth-fhemefh, and’ 
paffed on to Timnah : 

11 And the border went out unto the fideof Ekron 
northward: and the border was drawn toShicron, and 
paffed along to mount Baalah, and wentoutunto Jab- 
neel; andthe goings out of the border were at the fea. 

12 And the welt border was to the great fea, and 
the coaft thereof. This és the coaft of the children of 
Judah round about according to their families. 

13 f AnduntoCaleb the fon of Jephunneh hegave 
a part among the children of Judah, according to the 
commandment of the Lorp to Jofhua, even the city 
of “rbathe father of Anak, which city is Hebron. 

14 And Caleb drave thence the three fons of 
Anak, Shefhai, and Ahiman, and Talmai, the chil- 
dren of Anak. 

15 And he went up thence to the inhabitants of 
Debir: andthe name of Debir before was Kirjath- 
fepher. ; 

16 { And Caleb faid, He that fmiteth Kirjath- 
fepher, and taketh it, to him will I give Achfah my 
daughter to wife. 

17 And Othniel the fon of Kenaz, the brother of 
Caleb, took it: and he gave him Achfah his daugh- 
ter to wife. . 

18 And it came to pafs, as fhe came unéo him, that 
fhe moved him to afk of her father a field: and fhe 
lighted off her afs; and Caleb faid unto her, What 
wouldeft thou ? 

19 Who anfwered, Give me a bleffing ; for thou 
haft given me a fouth land; give me alfo {prings of 
water. And he gave her the upper fprings, and the 
nether {prings. 

20 This zs the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Judah according to their families. 

2 ¥ And the uttermoft cities of the tribe of the 
children of Judah toward the coaft of Edom fouth- 
ward were Kabzeel, and Eder, and Jagur, 

22 And Kinah, and Dimonah, and Adadah, 

23 And Kedefh, and Hazor, and Ithnan, 

24 Ziph, and Telem, and Bealoth, 

25 And Hazor, Hadattah,and Kerioth, and Hez- 
ron, which zs Hazor, ne 

26 Amam, 


ree PES 


eatt fide of Jerufalem, fo delightfully fhaded, that it invited them to 
perform their iddlatrous worfhip in this valley, for which it hecame 
infamous. Sce 2 Kings xxiii. 10- and Jer. vii- 32. 

1z This is the conft of the children of Fudah, &c.] "The fignificat 
tion of this text is, that their lot was bounded in this manner in rhe 
firft draught thereof. . 

19 Give me alfo fprings of ewater.] She not only begged the f{prings, 
but the ground on which they were, as appears from the foregoing, 
where fhe moved her hufband to afk a field. 

He gave her the upper fprings, and the netker fpriags.| Caleb feems 
to have given her more than fhe defired ; not only thofe which were 
below, but the upper fprings: fo that neither the rifing ground nor 


the plain might want water. 
32 422 


hill unto the fountain of the water of Nephtoah, and . 


CHAP. XV. The borders of the lot of Fudah. 


ed by the north of Beth-arabah; and the border Before 
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The cities of Fudah. JOSHUA. The general borders of the fons of Fofeph. 


fours” the children of Judah could not drive them Before. 





cies 26 Amam, and Shema, and Moladah, 
i444. 27 And Hazar-gaddah, and Hefhmon, and Beth- 
palet, ‘ 

28AndHazar-fhual,andBeer-fheba,andBizjothjah, 
29 Baalah, and Iim, and Azem, 
go And Eltolad, and Chefil, and Hormah, 
g1 And Ziklag, and Madmannah, and Sanfannah, 
32 And Lebaoth, and Shilhim, and Ain, and Rim- 


‘mon: all the cities gre twenty and nine, with their 


out: but the Jebufites dwell with the children of CHRist 
Judah at Jerufalem unto this day. sd 
CHAP. XVI. 


1 The general borders of the fons of Fofeph. 5 The border 
of Ephraim’s inheritance. 10 The Canaanites of Ge~ 
zer are not driven out, but become tridutaries. 


A ND the Jot of the children of Jofeph fell from 






















villages. : Jordan by Jericho, unto the water of Jericho 
33 4nd in the valley, Efhtaol, and Zoreah, and }] on the eaft, to the wildernefs that goeth up from Je- 
Afhnah, : richo throughout mount-Beth-el. 
34 And Zanoah, and En-gannim, Tappuah, and 2 And goeth out from Beth-e! to Luz, and paffeth 
Enam. along unto the borders of Archi to Ataroth, 


3 And goeth down weftward to the coaft of Japh- 
leti, unto the coaft of Beth-horon the nether, and to 
Gezer: and the goings out thereof are at the fea. 

4 So the children of Jofeph, Manaffeh and E- 
phraim, took their inheritance. 

§ QZ And the border of the children of Ephraim 
according to their families was thus: even the border 
of their inheritance on the eaft Gide was Ataroth- 
addar, unto Beth-horon the upper ; 

6 And the border went out toward the fea to 
Michmethah on the north fide; and the border 
went about eaflward unto Taanath-fhiloh, and paffed 
by it on the eaft to Janohah: j 

7 And it went down from Janokah to Ataroth, 
and to Naarath, and came to jfericho, and went out 
at Jordan. 

8 The border went out from Tappuah weftward 
unto the river Kanah; andthe goings out thereof 
were at the fea. This zs the inheritance of the tribe 
of the children of Ephraim by their families. 

g And the feparate cities for the children of 
Ephraim were among the inheritance of the children 
of Manaffeh, all the cities. with thcir villages. 

10 @ And they drave not out the Canaanites that 
dweltin Gezer: but the Canaanites dwell among the 
Ephraimites unto this day, and ferve under tribute. 


CHAP. XVII. . 


1 Tbe lot of Manaffeh. 3 The cafe of Zelophchad’s daugh~ 
ters. 7 The coaftof Manaffch diftinguifhed from that 
of Ephraim. 12 The Canaanites could net be wholly 
driven out, but thofe that remain are fubjeted to tribute. 
14 The children of Fofeph fue for and obtain another lot. 

HERE was alfo a lot for the tribe of Manaffeh; 
for he was the firft-born of jofeph ; éo wit, for 

Machir the firft. born of Manaffeh, the father of Gi- 

lead : becaufe he was a man of war, thercfore he had 

Gilead and Bafhan. 

2 There was alfo a Jcé for the reft of the children of 
Manaffeh by their families; forthe childrenofA biezer, 
and for the children of Helek, and for the children of 
Afriel, and for the children of Shechem, and for the 
children of Hepher, and forthe children of Shemida: 

thefe 


35 Jarmuth, and Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah, 

36 And Sharaim, and Adithaim, and Gederah, and 
Gederothaim ; fourteen cities with their villages: 

37 Zenan, and Hadafhah, and Migdalgad, 

38 And Dilean, and Mizpeh, and Joktheel, 

39 Lachifh, and Bozkath, and Eglon, 

40 And Cabbon, and Lahmam, and Kithlith, 

41 And Gedercth, Beth-dagon, and Naamah, and 
Makkedah ; fixteen cities with their villages : 

42 Libnah, and Ether, and Afhan, 

43 And Jipbtah, and Afhnah, and Nezib, 

44 And Keilah, and Achzib, and Marefhah; nine 
cities with their villages : 

45 Ekron, with her towns and her villages : 

46 From Ekron even unto the fea, all that day near 
Afthdod, with their viilages : 

47 Afhdod with her towns and her villages, Gaza 
with her towns and her villages, unto the river of 
Egypt, and the great fea, and the border thereof: 

48 And in the mountains, Shamir, and Jatti#, and 
Socoh, 

49 And Dannah,and K irjath-fanna, which zs Debir, 

50 And Anab, and Efhtemoh,-and Anim, 

51 And Gofhen, and Holon, and Giloh; eleven 
cities with their villages : 

52 Arab, and Dumah, and Efhean, 

53 And Janum, and Beth-tappuah, Aphekah, 

54 And Humtah, and Kirjath-arba, which zs He- 
bron, and Zior; nine cities with their villages : 

55 Maon, Carmel, and Ziph, and Jurtah, 

56 And Jezreel, and Jokdeam, and Zanoah, 

57 Cain, Gibeah, and Timnah; ten cities with 
their villages: . 

58 Halhul, Beth-zur, and Gedor, 

59 And Maarath, and Beth-anoth, and Eltekon ; 
fix cities with their villages: 

60 Kirjath-baal, which zs Kirjath-jearim, and 
Rabbah; two cities with their villages : 

61 In the wildernefs, Beth-arabah, Middin, and 
Secacah, 

62 And Nibfhan, and the city of Salt, and En- 
gedi; fix cities with their villages. 

63 4 As for the Jebufites the inhabitants of Jeru- 
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of that half of the tribe of Manafleh wiiich was nor yet provided for. 
One cannot bur obferve the providence of God, in bringing up their 
lot nextto Judah’s. Foras Judah had the prerogative of being made 
the chief of all Jacob’s children, fo Jofeph had the privilege of the 
firftborn transferred to his family ; and therefore they are confidered 
before any of the other tribes, except Judah. 

Io They drave nat att the Canaarites, &c.] So far they fubdued 
them, as to make them tributaries. Grotius is of opinion that the 
inhabitants of Gezer fubmitred and accepted the terms of peace, 
which Jofhua was bound to offer them before he began the war. 








32 All the cities are taventy and nine, with their villages.] The 
number of cities which fell to the lot of Judah amounted to thirty- 
eight: nine of thefe cities, namely, Beerfheba, Moldaheh, Hazar- 
fhual, Baalah, Azem, Hormah, Ziklag, Ain, and Rimmon, were 
taken from Judah, and given to the tribe of Simeon; which nine, 
with the twenty-nine mentioned in the preceding verfes, complete 
the number of thirty-eight. 

62 The city of fal, &c.] So-called, either on account of it’s vi- 
cinity to the falt fea, or becaufe Lot's wife was, in that neighbour- 
hood, turned into a pillar of falt. Gen. xix. 26. : 

63 As for the Febufiter, &c.] This denotes that Jerufalem be- 
longed to the children of Judah ; and fo it did in part, though not 
the whole; for fome of it was in the tribe of Benjamin. ; 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XV. - 
The inftruGtion to be drawn from this chapter, is, that as the land 
was divided among the people by lot, in the moft folemn manner, 

To we, who profefs to‘be Chriftians, fhould never feck after any 

inheritance 1n this world, ‘unlefs we have reafon to hope for the 
‘ divine bleffing in the enjoyment of it. : 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 
3 The lot of the children of Fofeph, &c.] i.e. Of Ephraim, -and 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XVI 
Hence we may learn how careful Jofsua was, ia order to obey the 
* will of God, by giving to each of the tribes their fhare, and fuf- 

fering them to draw thefe flares by lot, that there might be no 
- reafon to fufpeét partiality, nor to occafion any altercation. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XVII. 


1 4 lot for the tribe of Manaffil, &c.] i. ce. For that half of it 
which had received an inheritance, and yet Had no portion on the 
other fide Jordan. 

5 a 4 According 


' 





“a 


Z : 
/The feveral lots of Ephraim and Manafeh. CHAP. XVII. The tabernacle fet up at Shiloh. 
: 


17 And Jofhua fpake unto the houfe of Jofeph, Before 


Before thefe were the male children of Manaffeh the fon of 
even to Ephraim and to Manaffeh, faying, Thou art ~ 54.5, 





CHRIS 
1444 


T Jofeph by their families. 

3 TU But Zelophehad, the fon of Hepher, the fon 
of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the fon of Manaffeh, 
had no fons, but daughters: and thefe ave the names 
of his daughters, Mahlab, and Noah, Hoglah, Mil- 
cah, and Tirzah. : 

4 Andthey camenear before Eleazarthe prieft, and 
before Jofhua the fonof Nun, and before the princes, 
faying, The Lorp commanded Mofes togiveus anin- 
heritance among our brethren. Therefore according 
to the commandment of the Lorp he gave them an 
inheritance among the brethren of their father. 

And there fell ten portions to Manaffeh, befide 
the land of Gilead and Bafhan, which were on the 
other fide Jordan; . 

6 Becaufe the daughters of Manaffeh had.an in- 
heritance among his fons: and the reft of Manaffeh’s 
fons had the land of Gilead. 

@ And the coaft of Manaffeh was from Afher to 
Michmethah, that /zeth beforeShechem; and the bors 
der went along on the right hand unto the inhabi- 
tants of En-tappuah. 

8 Now Manaffeh had the land of Tappuah : but 
Tappuah on the border of Manaffeh delonged-to the 
children of Ephraim; 

g And the coaft defcended unto the river Kanah, 
fouthward cf the river: thefe cities of Ephraim are 
among the cities of Manaffeh: the coaft of Manaffeh 
alfo was on the north fide of the river, and the out- 
goings of it were at the fea: 


10 Southward zt was Ephraim’s, and northward zt. 


‘was Manaffeh’s, and the fea is his border; and they 
met together in Afher on the north, and in Iffachar 
on the eaft. 

11 And Manaffeh had in Iffachar and in Afher 
Bethfhean and her towns, and Ibleam and her towns, 
and the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, and the 
inhabitants of En-dor and her towns, and the inhabi- 


tants of T'aanach and her towns, and the inhabitants f 
|| ceived their inberitance beyond Jordan on the eaft, 


of Megiddo and her towns, even three countries. 
12 | Yetthe children of Manaffeh could not drive 


out the inhabitants of thofe cities; but the Canaanites 


would dwell in that land. 


13 Yet it came to pafs, when the children of Ifrael | 


were waxen ftrong, that they put the Canaanites to |. 
'| before the Lorp in Shiloh. 


tribute; but did not utterly drive them out. 


14 TAnd the childrenof Jofeph {pake unto Jofhua, | 
‘| and defcribed it by cities into feven parts in a book,, 


faying, Why haft thou given me Sut one lot and one 
portion to inherit, feeing I am a great people, foraf- 
much asthe Lorp hath bleffed me hitherto? 

15 And Jofhua anfwered them, If thou ée a great 


people, then get thee up to the wood country,and cut’ 


down for thyfelf there in the land of the Perizzites 
and of the giants, if mount Ephraim be too narrow 


for thee. 
16 Andthe children of Jofeph faid, The hill is 


not enough for ws: and all the Canaanites that dwell 
in the land of the valley have chariots of iron, doth 
they who are of Beth-fhean and her towns, and they 
who are of the valley of fezreel. 


4 dlecording to the cormandment of the Lord he gave them an inkeri- 
tance, &c.] It having beén determined by lot what Jand every tribe 
fhould have, Eleazar, jofhua, and the princes, confidcred how many 
families there were in the tribe, and divided accordingly. : 

12 The children of Manaffth could not drive out the inbabitants, &c.] 
Through want of faith in God, and of zeal to perform his commands ; 
which made them flack in their attempts to expel the Canaanites. 

15 If mount Ephraim 6: toa :arrow for thee.) In cafe that mount 
which was given them fe: their portion did not afford them room 
enough, he exhorts them to enlarge their bounds, by taking in thofe 
wood-lands before-mentioncd. : 

16 Chariots of iron, &c.] ‘They were not made of iron, but arnied 
with iron ; having a kind of {cythes of two cabbins, faftened to long 
axle-trees on both wheels, and hence called chariots of iron. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII. 


As the portion given to Manaffeh was inferior to that beftowed on 


No, 19. 


































a great people, and haft great power: thou fhalt not 
have one lot ouly: 

18 But the mountain fhall be thine; for it zs a 
wood, and thou fhalt cut it down: and the outgoings 
of it fhall be thine: for thou fhalt drive out the Ca- 
naanites, though they have iron chariots, and though 
they de ftrong. 


CHA PRP. Xvitr. 


1 The tabernacle is fet up at Shiloh. # Fofhita caufeth 
the remainder of the land not yetdivided to be defcribed 
into feven parts. 8 The defcription of it is made and 
broughito Fofhua. 10 He diftributeth it by lot. 11 The 
lot and border of the children of Benjamin. 21 Their 

- €tt2eS. 

A ND the whole congregation of the children of 

i Ifrael affembled together at Shiloh, and fet up 

the tabernacle of the congregation there. And the 

land was fubdued before them. 

2 And there remained among the children of 
Ifrael feven tribes, which had not yet received their 
inheritance. 

g And Jofhua faid unto the children of Ifrael, 
How long are yeflack to go to poffefs the land, which 
the Lorp God of your fathers hath given you ? 

4 Give out from among you three men for each 
tribe: and I will fend them, and they fhall rife, and 

o through the land, and defcribe it according to the 
inheritance of them; and they fhall come again to me. 

5 And they fhall divide it into feven parts: Judah 
fhall abide in their coaft on the fouth, and the houfe 
of Jofeph fhall abide in their coafts on the north. 

6 Ye fhall therefore defcribe the land into feven 
parts, and bring the defeription hither to me, that I may 
caft lots for you here before the Lorp our God. 

7 But the Levites have no part among you; forthe 
priefthood of the Lorpis their inheritance: and Gad, 
and Reuben, and half the tribe of Manaffeh, have re- 


which Mofes the fervant of the Lorp gave them. 

8 I Andthe men arofe,and wentaway: and Jofhua 
charged them that went to defcribe the land, faying, 
Go.and walk through the land, and defcribe it, and 
come‘ again to me, that I may here caft lots for you 


g And the men went and paffed through the land, 
and came agaixto Jofhua to the holt at Shiloh. 


10 G And Jofhua caft lots for them in Shiloh be- 
fore the Lorn: and there Jofhua divided the land 


Junto the children of Ifrael according to their di- 


vifions. 
11 @ And the lot of the tribe of the children of 


Benjamin came up according to their families: and 


the coaft of their lot came forth between the chil- 


dren of Judah and the children of Jofeph. 

12 And: their border on the north fide was from 
Jordan; and the border went up to the fideof Jericho 
on the north fide, and went up through the mountains 

weltward ; 


Ephraim, fo we may {ge the trath of Jacob’s prophecy when he 

bleffed the two fons ofpfeph. “We are here alfo few the truly 

laudable conduét of Ephraim, and the reward of their valour; and, 

laftly, that the prudent condutt of Jofhua as a commanderought to 
« be imitated by all who a& in a military line. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES:on CHAP. XVIIL 


2 Had not yet received their inheritance.) + For thefe feven tribes in 
Gilgal no lot had beendrawn; perhaps, becanfe the tribes ofthe houfe 
of Jofeph were not fatisfied with the divifion begun there. 

: Judah feall abide in their coats on the fouth, and the boufe of Fofeph 


in the lot of Judah, which was foutherly, and the lot of Ephraim and 
Manaffeh, which with refpeét to the farmer, were northerly ; thefe 
tribes were to remain undifturbed in their poffeffions, unlefs it fhould 
be found that they had more than they needed, and others had lefs. 
30 . 44 


And 


| feall abide in their coafts on the north.| No alteration was to take place | 


The-lots of Benjamin, Sumeon, Zebuiun, JOSHUA. © Ifachar, Afher, and Naphtal, 


8 And all the villages that were round about thefe _ Belos 
cities to Baalath-beer, Ramath of the fouth. This j; C887 
the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Simeon a 
according to their families. . : 

g Out of the portion of the children of Judah was 
the inheritance of the children of Simeon: for the 
part of the children of Judah was toomuch for them: 
therefore the children of Simeon had their inheri. 
tance within the inheritance of them. 

10 4 And the third lot came up for the children 
of Zebulun according to their families: and the bor- 
der of their inheritance was unto Sarid: 

11 And their border went up toward the fea, and 
Maralah, and reached to Dabbafheth, and reached 
to the river that zs before Jokneam; 

iz And turned from Sarid eaftward toward the 
funrifing unto the border of Chifloth-tabor, and then 
goeth out to Daberath, and goeth up to Japhia, 

13 And from thence paffeth on along the eaft to 
Gittah-hepher, to Ittah-kazin, and goeth out to Rem- 
mon-methoar to Neah; 

14 And the border compaffeth it on the north fide 
to Hannathon: and the outgoings thereof are in the 
valley of. Jiphthah-el : 

1g And Kattath,and Nahallal, and Shimron, and 
Idalah, and Beth-lehem: twelve cities with their 
villages. , 

16 This zs the inheritance of the children of Ze~ 
bulun according to their families, thefe cities with 
their villages. 

17 & And the fourth lot came out to Iffachar, for 
the children of Iffachar according to their families. 

18 And their border was toward Jezrecl, and Che- 
fhulloth, and Shunem, 

1g And Haphraim, and Shihon, and Anaharath, 

zo And Rabbith, and Kifhion, and Abez, 

21 And Remcth,and En~gannim,and En-haddah, 
Beth-pazzez ; 

22 And the coaft reached to Tabor, and Shahazi- 
mah, and Beth-fhemefh; and the outgoings of their 
border were at Jordan:fixteen cities with their villages. 

23 This zs the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Iffachar according totheir families, the cities 
and their villages. 

24 2 And the fifth lot came out for the tribe of 
the children of Afher according to their families. 

25 And their border was Helkath, and Hali, and 
Beten, and Achfhaph, 
| | 26 AndAlammelech,andAmad,and Mifheal; and 

reachethto Carmel weftward, and to Shihor-libnath; 

27 And turneth toward the funrifing to Beth-da- 
gon, and reacheth to Zebulun, and to the valley of 
Jiphthah-eltoward the north fideof Beth-emek, and 
Neiel, and goeth out to Cabul on the left hand, 

‘28 And Hebron, and Rehob, and Hammon, and 
Kanah, even unto great Zidon; 

29 And then the coaft turneth to Ramah, and to 
the ftrong city Tyre; and the coaft turneth to Ho- 
fah; and the outgoings thereof are at the fea from 
the coaft to Achzib: 

go Ummah alfo, and Aphek, and Rehob: twenty 
and two cities with their villages. 

31 This 2s the inheritance of thetribe of the chil- 
drenof Ather according to their families, thefe cities 
with their villages. ; 


chao weftward ; and the goings out thereof were at the 
wildernefs of Beth-aven: 

13 And the border went over from thence toward 
Luz, to the fide of Luz, which zs Beth-cl, fouthward; 
and the border defcended to Ataroth-adar, near the 
hill that-2zéth on the fouth iide of the nether Beth- 
‘horoh. . 

14 And the bofder was drawn thence, and compaffed 
the corner OF the fea fouthward, from the hill that 
lieth beforé Beth-horon fouthward; and the goings out 
thereofwereat Kirjath-baal,which zs Kirjath-jearim,a 
‘city of the children of Judah: this wasthe weft quarter. 

is And the fouth quarter was from the end of Kir- 
jath-jearim, and the border went out on the wett, and 
went out to the well of waters of Nephtoah: 

16 And the border came down to the end of the 
mountainthat lieth before the valley of the fonof Hin- 

-nom, and which 7s in the valley of the giants on the 
north, and defcended to the valley of Hinnom, to the 
fideof Jebufion the fouth,anddefcended to En-rogel, 

17 And was drawn from the north, and went forth 
to En-fhemefh,and went forth toward Geliloth,which 
ts over againft the going up of Adummim, and de- 
fcended to the ftone of Bohan the fon of Reuben, 

18 And paffed along toward the fide over againft 
Arabah northward, and went down unto Arabah: 

19 And the border paffed along to the fide of Beth- 
thoglah northward: and the outgoings of the border 
were at the north bay ofthe falt fea at the fouth end 
‘of Jordan: this was the fouth coatt. 

zo And Jordan was the border of it on the eaft 
fide. This was the inheritance of the children of 
Benjamin, by the coafts thereof round about, ac- 
cording to their families. 

21 @ Now the cities of the tribe of the children 
of Benjamin according to their families were Jeri- 
cho, and Beth-hoglah, and the valley of Keziz, 

22 And Beth-arabah,and Zemaraim, and Beth-el, 

33 And Avim, and Parah, and Ophah, 

24 And Chepar-haammonai,and Ophni,and Gaba; 
twelve cities with their villages: 

25 Gibeon, and Ramah, and Beeroth, | 

26 And Mizpeh, and Chephirah, and Mozah, 

27 And Rekem, and Irpeel, and Taralah, 

28 And Zelab, Eleph, and Jebufi, which zs Jeru- 
falcm, Gibeath, and Kirjath; fourteen cities with 
their villages. This zs the inheritance of thechildren 
of Benjamin according to their families. 

; CHAP. XIX. 

1 The lot of Simeon, 10 of Zedulun, 17 of Iffachar, 24 
of Afher, 32 0f Naphtali, 400f Dan. 49 The chil- 
dren of Irael give an inheritance to Fofhua. 

ND the fecond lot came forth to Simeon, even 
forthe tribe of the children of Simeon accord~ 

‘ing to their families: and their inheritance was within 

the inheritance of the children of Judah. 

2 And they had in their inheritance Beer-fheba, 
Sheba, and Moladah, 

3 And Hazar-fhual, and Balah, and Azem, 

4 And Eltolad, and Bethal, and Hormah, 

§ And Ziklag,and Beth-markaboth,and Har-fufah, 

6 And Beth-lebaoth,and Sharuhen; thirteencities 
and ‘their villages : ws : 

7 Ain,Remmon, and Ether, and A fhan; four cities 
and their villages : 
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tition it feems that though their inheritance was included in that of 
Judah, this tribe had, befides the cities here fpoken of, another fhare 
by lot. : 

oy Beer Sheba, Sheba, &e.} i.e. Becr-fheba, which is Sheba ; for 
they were one and the fame place. 

g The children of Simeon had their inheritance within the inheritance of 
them.| Certainly the original is here very juftly and fignificantly 
tranflated ** within,” though ir fignifies, in the midit ; for the lot of 
Simeon did not lie in the midft, or in the heart, but in che fkirrs of 
the country of Judah. 

16 Thefe cities with their village:.] i.e. thefe were the bounds of 
their inheritance, 


14 And campaffed the corner of the fea fouthward, &c.] The original 
word which is here tranflated ‘‘ corner,” may fignify the fide of the 
fea ; as if it had been faid, that ic ran ina parallel line with the fea. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVIII 
From this chapter we may Icarn the prudent condué of Jofhua, in 
fatisfying the fcruples of the people; his ordering their lots to be 
drawn in the moft facred places, evinced his regard for religion ; 
and the divifion here made, ferved to preferve a diftin@tion among 
- the tribes, which continued till the coming of the Meffiah. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 


"og Even Sor the tribe of the children of Simeon, &c.] By this repe- e 
34.70 





The lot of Dan. Fofhua’s inheritance. CHAP. XX, XXL The fix cities of refuge appointed. 
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32 @ The fixth lot came out to the children of 
Naphtalt, even for the children of Naphtali according 
to their families. en 

33 And their coaft was from Heleph, from Allonto 
Zaanannim, and Adami, Nekeb, and Jabneel, unto 
Lakum ; and the outgoings thereof were at Jordan: 


34 And then the coaft turneth weftward to Aznoth-, 


tabor, and goeth out from thence to Hukkok, and 
reacheth to Zebulun on the fouth fide, and reactieth 
to Afher on the weft fide, and to Judah upon Jor- 
dan toward the funrifing. , 

35 And the fenced cities are Ziddim, Zer, and 
Hammath, Rakkath, and Chinnereth, 

36 And Adamah, and Ramah, and Hazor, 

37 And Kedefh, and Edrei, and Enhazor, 

38 And Iron, and Migdal-el, Horem, and Beth- 
anath, and Beth-fhemefh ; nineteen citics with their 
villages. 

39 Thiszs the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Naphtali according to their families, the 
cities and their villages. : 

40 § And the feventh lot came out for the tribe 
of the children of Dan according to their families. 

‘41 And the coaft of their inheritance was Zorah, 
and Efhtaol, and Ir-fhemeth, : 

42 And Shaalabbin, and Ajalon, and Jethlah, 

43 And. Elon, and Thimnathzh, and Ekron, 

44 And Elickeh, and Gibbethon, and Baalath, 

45 And Jehud,and Bene-berak,and Gath-rimmon, 

46 And Me-jarkon, and Rakkon, with the border 
before Japho. 

47 And the coaft ofthe children of Dan went out 
too little for them: therefore the children of Dan 
went up to fight againft Lefhem, and took it, and 
{mote it with the edge of the fword, and poffeffed it, 
and dwelt therein, and called Lefhem, Dan, after the 
name of Dan their father. 

48 This zs the inheritance of the tribe of the chil- 
dren of Dan according to their families, thefe cities 


with their villages. 
49 I When they had made an end of dividing the 


land for inheritance by their coafts, the children of} 


Ifrael gave an inheritance to Jofhua the fon of Nun 
among them: 


50 According to the word of the Lorn they gave] : 
him the city which he afked, cven Timnah-ferah in |]. 
mount Ephraim: and he built the city, and dwelr[ 


therein. . 
5t Thefe are the inheritances, which Eleazar the 


prieft, and Jofhua the fon of Nun, and the heads of } 


the fathers of the tribes of the children of Ifrael, di- 
vided for an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the 
Lorp, at the door of the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion. So they made an end of dividing the country. 


34 To Fudah upon Jordin, &c-] Which fignifies, that this tribe 
had a communication with that: of Judah, by means of the river 
Jordan. _... 

46 Before Fapho.| It was afterwards called Joppa. : 

4.7 Went out to little for them, &c.| In the Hebrew, the words 
ron thus, The coaft of the children of Dan went out from them; that 


is, they were difpoffeffed of it, in fome parts, by their powerful neigh- | 


boursthe Amorites, who forced them into the mountains, and would 


not let them dwell in the valley. 
49 The children of Urael gave an inheritance unto Foyfbua, &c.J] Con- 


fpicuous mdecd was the modefty of this great man! He was content’ 


to ftay for his inheritance till all the land was divided, and to receive 
his portion as a gift from thofe he had before fettled in the promifed 
land. : fhe 
gt They made an end of dividing the country.| Here we fhould ob- 
ferve, that as Jacob and Mofes, at the approach of their deaths, 
foretold the very foil and fituation of every particular country that 
‘fhould fall to each tribe, fo, upon this divifion by.Jot, it accordingly 
happened. . 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


Without doubt the truth of the divine revelation appears in the ful- 
fil: ent of the events foretold by Jacob and Mofes; for Ged, who 
does nothing in vain, and knows the end of all human affairs, does 
all things with the moft precife regularity and exattnefs; which 
fhould ferve us for a rule to follow as well as we are able. 
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admiffion and prote‘tion there. : 
Ps 6 Until he fand before the congregation for oe “&e.] “For the 


- Before 


CHAP. Xx. 
ee CHRIST 
1 God commandeth. 7 and the children of Ifrael appoint 1444 
faying, 


the fix citzes of refuge. 
oP HE Lorp alfo fpake urito Jofhua, 

. 2 Speak to the children of Iirael, faying, Ap- 
point out for you cities of refuge; whereof I fpake 
unto. you by the hand of Mofes: 

3 That the flayer that killeth any perfon unawares 
and unwittingly may flee thither: and they fhall be 
your rcfuge from the avenger of blood. . 

_4 And when he that doth flee unto one of thofe 
cities fhall ftand at the entering of the gate of the City, 
and fhall declare his caufe in the ears of the elders of 
that city, they fhall take him into the city unto them, 
and give him a place, that he may dwell among them. 

5 And if.the avenger of blood purfue after him; 
then they fhall not deliver the flayer up into his 
hand; becaufe he {mote his neighbour unwittingly, 
and hated him not beforetime. 

6 And he fhall dwell in thar city, until he and be- 
fore the congregation for judgment, and until the death 
of the high prieft that fhall be inthofe days: then fhall 
the flayer return, and come untohisown city, andunto 
his own houfe, unto the city from whence he fled. 

7 { And they appointed Kedeth in Galileeinmount 
Naphtali,andShechemin mountEphraim,andK irjath- 
arba, which zs Hebron, in the mountain of Judah. 

8 And on the other fide Jorddh by Jericho eaft- 
ward, they affigned Bezer in the wildernefs upon the 
plain out of the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth in 
Gilead out of the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bafhan 
out of the tribe of Manaffeh. 

9 Thefe were the citiés appointed forallthe children 
of Ifrael, and for the ftranger that fojourneth among 
them, that whofoever killeth any perfon at unawares 


might flee thither, and not die by the handof the aven~ 


ger of blood, until he ftood before the congregation. 


CHAP. XxXi. 


Light and forty cities out of the other tribes ate giver 
unto the Levites. 9 The cities of the priefis ; 20 of the 
reft of the Kohathites ; 27 of the Getfhonites; 34 and 
of the Merarites. 43 God’s promife fulfilled in giving 
the land and reft to Ifrael. 
HEN came near the heads of the fathers of the 
Levites unto Eleazar the prieft, and unto 


‘Jofhua the fon of Nun, and unto the heads of the 
fathers of the tribes of the children of Ifrael ; 


"2 And they fpake unto them at Shiloh in the land 


of Canaan, faying, The Lorp commanded by the 
hand of Mofes to give us cities to dwell in, with the 
fuburbs thereof for our cattle. 


‘ 


3g And 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 
> 3 Tke Lord alfofpake unto Fofoua, &c.) i, e. From the tabernacle 
at the doot of which Eleazar and Jofhua and the princes had been 


making a divifion of the land. : 
: 4 Shall flend at the entering of the gate of the city, &c.] To folicit 


avenger might bring him before another tribunal to be tried, whether 


he killed the man by chance, or not. 


i 7 Kedyb in Galilee—Shechem in mount Ephraim, and Kirjathearba, 


ewhich is Hebron, in the mountain of Fudab.| Which three cities were 
aI fituated on eminences, fo.that they might be feen at a great dif- 
;tance ; and being difperfed in feveral parts of the country, every 
tone might enjoy the benefit of one or the other; for Kedeth was 
sin the north, Hebron in the fouth, and Shechem between both. 

°° § Bexer—Ramith—and Golan, &c.] 
‘by Mofes, before he died, Deut, iv. 45. but had not their privileges 
till the ‘prefent time. 


Which cities were affigned 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XX, 


We may learn from what is here faid concerning the cities of refuge, 
what obligations weare under, at all times, to mingle mercy with 
juftice, and to be extremely cautious of condem..ing-any man, till 


we are convinced of his guilt by a rational evidence. 
EXPLANATORY 


ee PE eR SS TC tea 
The cities of the Levites, 


The forty-eight cities: given the Levitess JOSHUA. 


24 Aijalon with her fuburbs, Gath-rimmon with Before 
her fuburbs; four cities. CHRIST 

25 And out of the half tribe of Manaffeh, Tanach *#** 
with her fuburbs, and Gath-rimmon with her fub- ; 
urbs ; two cities. 

26 Allthe cities were ten with their fuburbs for the 
families of the children of Kohath that remained. 

27 I And unto the children of Gerfhon, of the 
families of the Levites, out of the other half tribe of 
Manaffeh they gave Golan in Bafhan with her fub- 
urbs, /o de a city of refuge for the flayer ; and Beefh- 
terah with her fuburbs, two cities. 

28 And out of the tribe of Iffachar, Kifhon with 
her fuburbs, Dabareh with her fuburbs, 

2g Jarmuth with her fuburbs, En-gannim with her 
fuburbs; four cities. ; 

30 And out of the tribe of Afher, Mifhal with her 
fuburbs, Abdon with her fuburbs, 

31 Helkath with her fuburbs, and Rehob with her 
fuburbs; four cities. 

gz And out of the tribe of Naphtali, Kedefh in 
Galilee with her fuburbs, to de a city of refuge for 
the flayer ; and Hammoth-dor with her fuburbs, and 
Kartan with her fuburbs; three cities. 

g3 All the cities of the Gerfhonites according to 
their families were thirteen cities with.their fuburbs. 

34 2 And unto the families of the children of Me- 
rari, the reft of the Levites, out of the tribe of Zebu- 
lun, Jokneam with her fuburbs, and Kartah with her 
fuburbs, 

35 Dimnah with her fuburbs, Nahalal with her 
fuburbs ; four cities. 

36 And out of the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with 
her fuburbs, and Jahazah with her fuburbs, 

37 Kedemoth with her fuburbs, and Mephaath 
with her fuburbs; four cities. 

38 And out of the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gi- 
lead with her fuburbs, to be a city of refuge for the 
}} layer; and Mahanaim with her fuburbs, 

39 Hefhbon with her fuburbs, Jazer with her 


peters. 3 And the children of Ifrael gave unto the Levites 
1444. OUt of their inheritance, at the commandment of the 
Lorp, thefe cities and their fuburbs. 

4 And the lot came out for the family of the Ko- 
hathites : and the children of Aaron the prielt, which 
were of the Levites, had by lot out of the tribe of 
Judah, and out of the tribe of Simeon, and out of the 
tribe of Benjamin, thirteen cities. | 

5 And the reft.of the children of Kohath had by 

Jot out of the families of the tribe of Ephraim, and 
out of the tribe of Dan, and out of the half tribe of 
Manaffeh, ten cities. 

6 And the children of Gerfhon iad by lot out of 
-the families of the tribe of Iffachar, and outof thetribe 
of Afher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of 
the half tribe of Manaffeh in Bafhan, thirteen cities. 

4 The children of Merari by their families had out 
of the tribe of Reuben, and out of the tribe of Gad, 
and out of the tribe of Zebulun, twelve cities. 

8 And the children of Ifrael gave by lot unto the: 
Levites thefe cities with their fuburbs, as the Lorn 
commanded by the hand of Mofes. 

g @ And they gave out of the tribe of the children 
of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of Si- 
meon, thefe cities which are here mentioned by name, 

10 Which the children of Aaron, éeing of the fa- 
milies of the Kohathites, who were of the children of 
Levi, had : for their’s was the firft lot. 

11 And they gave them the city of Arba the father 
of Anak, which cety zs Hebron, in the hill country of 
Judah, with the fuburbs thereof round about it. . 

12 But the fields of the city, and the villages 
thereof, gave they to Caleb the fon of Jephunneh 
for his poffeffion. 

13 Thus they gave to the children of Aaron the 
prieft Hebron with her fuburbs, to de acity of refuge 
forthe flayer; and Libnah with her fuburbs, 

14 And Jattir with her fuburbs, and Efhtemoa 
with her fuburbs, 


15 And Holon with her fuburbs, and Debir with 
her fuburbs, fuburbs ; four cities in all. 


16 And Ain with her fuburbs, and Juttah with{{ 40 So all the cities for the children of Merari by 
her fuburbs, azd Beth-fhemeth with her fuburbs ; [{ their families, which were remaining of the families 
nine Cities out of thofe two tribes. of the Levites, were Sy their lot twelve cities. 

17 And out of the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with 41 All the cities of the Levites within the poffef- 
her fuburbs, Geba with her fuburbs. fion of the children of Ifrael were forty and eight 

18 Anathoth with her fuburbs, and Almon with || cities with their fuburbs. 
her fuburbs; four cities. 42 Thefe cities were every one with their fuburbs 

1g All the cities -of the children of Aaron, the || round about them: thus were all thefe cities. 
priefts, were thirteen cities with their fuburbs. 43 @ Andthe Lorp gave unto Ifrael all the land 

20 @ And the families of the children of Kohath, |] which he fware to give unto their fathers; and they 
the Levites which remained of the children of Ko- || poffeffed it, and dwelt therein. 
hath, even they had the cities of their lot out of the 44 And the Lorn gave them reft round about, ac- 
tribe of Ephraim. cording to all that he fware unto their fathers: and 

21 For they gave them Shechem with her fuburbs [{ there ftood not a man of all their enemies before 
in mount Ephraim, ¢o e a city of refuge for the flay~]] them; the Lorn delivered all their enemies into 
er; and Gezer with her fuburbs, ee their hand. 

22 And Kibzaim with her fuburbs, and Beth-ho- 45 There failed not aught of any good thing 
ron with her fuburbs,; four cities. which the Lorp had fpoken unto the houfe of If-. 

23 And out of the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with her [{ rael; all came to pafs. 
fuburbs, Gibbethon with her fuburbs, CHAP.. 































41 Forty and cight cities, &c.] _This was the command of God by 
Mofes; and it isa demonftration that Mofes was divinely infpired, to 
make fuch an appointment, before they knew whether, without ftrait- 
ening the other tribes, they could afford fp many cities to the Levites. 

43 The Lord gave unto Lrael all the land, &c.] i, e. The Lord 
gave them a right to the whole country, and he gave them the aftual 

ees of the greateft part of it: he gave them'likewife power to 

: ue the reft (ifthey continued obedsent to him) as foon as it was 

deemed proper.- 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXI. 

. We learn from this chapter, that thofe who minifter in holy things 
are to be treated- with our utmoft refpe€t and deference; and by 

"the children of Jofeph being placed in fome of the moft agreeable 
parts of the country, we may conclude, that God will ever blefs 
the children of the righteous; alfo, that the fmall fhare allotted 
to the tribe of Leyi, is a leffon to. minifters, not to be greedy of 


a ilin, in. 
eee COMMENTARY 


EXPLANATORY NOTES en CHAP, XXI. 

3 The children of Lfrael gave unto the Levitet, &c.] The people of 
Ifracl all acknowledged the obligations which God had Jaid upon 
them, and accordingly thefe words import, that the people feparated 
fo many cities (forty-eight, fee Numb. xxxv. 7.) for the habitation 
of their Gad: oS ” 

4. Out of the tribe-of Fudab, &c.] Thos it was-a f{pecial providence 
that the fhare which fell to the priefts was in thofe tribes firuated 
neareit tothe city which God intended fhould be the fixed place of 
his fervice and worfhip, 

13 And Librab with her fulurbs.] Which is to be ugderfteod to 
Belong fp them no,otherwife.chan Hebron did, to which they had no J 
ight yond ne city ang es ‘: é 
3G $7, did out.of the trite, &c.] Forgerly.chefe. two verfes were 
incirély omitted bi the Malone; thoaghs rathout them, neisher.the 
twelve tribes of the Merarites in pasticolay, nor.the forty-cight Levi- 


“tical cities in general, nor the, Gx.citigs of refuge, cap-be made up. 
. ; 4 


a TS eT aay 
The two tribes and half buildan altar; CHAP. XXII. The other irtbes tahe offence thereat; 








13 And the children of Ifrael fent unto the child- peeve 
ren of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, and toCHuRisy 
the half tribe of Manaffch, into the land of Gilcad, ‘444 
Phinchas the fon of Eleazar the prieft, 

14 And with him ten princes, of each chief houfe 
a prince throughout all the tribes of Ifrael; and 
each one cas an head of the houfe of their fathers 
among the thoufands of Ifracl. 

15 And they came anto the children of Reuben, 
and to the children of Gad, and to the half tribe of 
Manaffeh, unto the land of Gilead, and they fpake 
with them, faying, 

16 Thus faith the whole congregationof the Lory, 
What trefpafs zs this that ye have committed againft 
the God of Ifrael, to turn away this day from follow- 
ing the Lorn, in that ye have builded you an altar, 
that ye might rebel this day againft the Lorn? 

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us, from 
which we are not cleanfed until this day, although 
there wasa plague in the congregation of the Lorn, 

18 But that ye muft turn away this day from fol- 
lowing the Loky? and it will be, feeing ye rebel to 
day again{ft the Lorn, that to morrow he will be 
wroth with the whole congregation of Ifrael. 

1g Notwithftanding, if the land of your poficffion 
be unclean, then pafs ye over unto the land of the pof~ 
feffion of the Lorp, wherein the Loxn’s tabernacle 
dwelleth, and take poffeffion among us: but rebel not 
againft the Lorp, nor rebel again{t us, in building 
you an altar befide the altar of the Lorp our God. 

20 Did net Achan the fon of Zerah commit a tref~ 
pafs in the accurfed thing, and wrath fell on all the 
congregation of Ifrael? and that man pcrifhed not 
alone in his iniquity. 

21 @Thenthe children of Reuben and the child— 
ren of Gad and the half tribe of Manaffch anfwered, 
and faid unto the heads of the thoufands of Ifrael, 

22 The Lorpb God of gods, the Lorn God of 
gods, he knoweth, and Ifrael he fhall know; if zz be 
in rebellion, or if in tranfgreffion againft the Lorp, 
(fave us not this day,) 

23 That we have built us an altar to turn from 
following the Lorn, or if to offer thereon burnt of- 
fering or meat offering, or if to offer peace offerings 
thereon, let the Lorb himfelf require ¢/; 

24 And if we have not rather done it for fear of 
this thing, faying, In time to come your children 
might {peak unto our children, faying, What have ye 
to do with the Lorn God of Ifrael 2 ; 

25 Vor the Lorp hath made Jordan a border 
between us and you, ye children of Reuben and 
children of Gad ; ye have no part inthe Lonp: fo 
fhall your children make our children ccafe from 
fearing.the Lorp. : 

26 Therefore we faid, Let us now prepare to build 
us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor for facrifice: 

27 But thaé it may de a witnels between us, and you, 
and our generations after us, that we might do the 
fervice of the Lorn before him with our burnt offer. 
ings, and with our facrifices, and with our peace offer- 
ings; that your children may not fay to our children 
in time to come, Ye have no part in the Loxp. 

28 Therefore 

























CaRisT CH Ae. XNIE 


WH 1 Fofhua difmiffeth the two tribes and halfwith a bleffing 
and fhare of fpoil. 10 On their journey they Luild 
the altar of teftimony. 11 The other tribes are offended 
thereat, and fend to demand fatisfaition. 21 The two 
tribes and half vindicate therr conduél. 30 The depu- 
tics are fatisfied. 32 Their report fatisficth the people 
that fent them. 


HEN Jofhua called the Reubenitcs, and the 
Gadites, and the half tribe of Manafleh, 

2 And faid unto them, Ye have keptall that Mofes 
the fervant of the Lornp commanded you, and have 
obeyed my voice in all that I commanded you; 

3 Yehave not lcft your brethren thefe many days 
unto this day, but have kept the charge of the com- 
mandment of the Lorp your God. 

4 And now the Lorp your God hath given reft 
unto your brethren, as he promifed them: therefore 
now return ye, and get you unto your tents, and unto 
the land of your poffeffion, which Mofes the fervant 
of the Lorn gave you on the other fide Jordan. 

§ But take diligent heed to do the commandment 
and the law, which Mofes the fervant of the Lorp 
charged you, to love the Lorp your God, and to 
walk in all his ways, and to kcep his commandments, 
and to cleave unto him, and to ferve him with all your 
heart and with all.your foul. 

6 So Jofhua bleffed them, and fent them away: 
and they went unto their tents. 

7 Now to the one half of the tribe of Manaffeh 
Mofes had given poffefion in Bafhan: but unto the 
other half thereof gave Jofhua among their brethren 
on this fide Jordan weftward. And when Jofhua fent 
them away alfo unto their tents, thenhe bleffed them, 

8 And he fpake unto them, faying, Return with 
much riches unto your tents, and with very much 
cattle, with filver, and with gold, and with brafs, and 
with iron, and with very much raiment: divide the 
fpoil of your enemies with your brethren. 

g And the children of Reuben and the children 
of Gad and the half tribe of Manaffch rerurned, and 
departed from the children of Ifrael out of Shiloh, 
which zs in the land of Canaan, to go into the coun- 
try of Gilead, to the land of their pofleffion, whereof 
they were poffeffed, according to the word of the 
Lorp by the hand of Mofes. 

to € And when they came unto the borders of 
Jordan, that ave in the land of Canaan, the children 
of Reuben and the children of Gad and the half tribe 
of Manaffeh built there an altar by Jordan, a great 
altar to fee to. 

11 J And the children of Ifracl heard fay, Behold, 
the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and 
the half tribe of Manaffeh have built an altar over 
againft the land of Canaan, in the borders of Jordan, 
at the paflage of the children of Ifrael. 

12 Andwhen the children of Irael heard of 7, the 
whole congregation of the children of Ifrac! gather- 
ed themfelves together at Shiloh, to go up to war 
againft them. 








were of the fame extraé and religion, and held an equal right to 
the tabernacle at Shiloh, and to the worfhip of God performed 
there, with that of the inhabitants on the other fide. 

12 The childres of [fracl gathered themfelves together, &c.] They 
immediately took up arms for, the vindication of the worfhip and 
religion of their forefathers, and to avenge the caufe of God upon 
the heads and chief authors of this defection. : 

17 Is the iniquity of Peor too little for us? &.] In order to diffuade 
them from their fuppofed idolatry, they are put in mind of the cala- 
mities which God had formerly fent upon them for their worthip 
of Baal-peor; and this inftance was very ptoperly brought by Phine- 
has, who in the punifhment of it, was the principal atior. 

20 Did ver Ackan, &c.] Or in other words, I fo lately God had 
been fo fevere upon them, for the offence of one man, viz. Achan 
only, what might they not expect, when two tribes and an half 
were going to revolt ? 

3 28 Beheld 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

1 Ffoua called the Renbenites, &e.) He called them for the pur- 
pofe of giving them an honourable difmiffion ; commending their 
further obedience to God and unto him; for their fidelity to their 
promifes; and for their conftancy and praétice, their piety to God, 
and Jove to their brethren. 

7 New to the cue haly of the tribe,] Jofhua, it feems, had difmiffed 
with his blefling the Reubenites and the Gadites, and then bleffed 
the Manafiites by themfelves ; and the reafon of this particularity, 
is fuppofed to be hecaufe the Manaffites were near of kin to the 
children of Ephraim (of which tribe he himfelf was) and were now 
to be feparated from the reft of their brethren in Canaan. 

10 Build there an altar, &c.\ Which altar was not built in the 
Jand of Canaan, for there it would not anfwer their intention, which 
was not for any religious ufe, but to erecta memorial to fucceeding 
gencrations, that though they were parted by the river, yet they 

No. 21. 


Fofhua's exhortation before his death, JOSH 


Before. 28 Thercfore faid we, that it fhall be, when they [{ 
CHRIST fhould fo fay to us or to our generations in time tofi 
oe come, that we may fay again, Behoid the pattern offi 
the altar of the Lorp, which our fathers made, notff 

for burnt offerings, nor for facrifices ; but itzs ag} 
witnefs between us and you. Fi 

29 God forbid that we fhould rebel againft the } 

! 

i 

1 


Lorb, and turn this day from following the’ Lorn, 
to build an altar for burnt offerings, for meat offer- § 
nations that remain, to be an inheritance for vour 
tribes, from Jordan, with all the nations that I have 


ings, or for facrifices, befide the altar of the Lory 
cut off, even unto the great fea weftward. | 















the children of Reuben and the children of Gad and 
the children of Manaffeh fpake, it pleafed them. 

gt And Phinehas the fon of Elcazar the prich 
faid unto the princes, returned from the children of 
Gad, and to the children of Manaffeh, This day we 
perceive that the Loxp zs among us, becaufe ye 
have not committed this trefpafs againft the Lorb: 
now ye have delivered the children of Irae! out of 
the hand of the Lorn. 

g2 @ And Phinchas the fon of Eleazar the prief, 
and the princes, returned from the children of Reu- 
ben, and from the children of Gad, out ofthe land 
of Gilead, unto the land of Canaan, to the children 
of Ifrael, and brought them word again. 

33 And the thing pleafed the children of Ifracl ; 
and the children of Ifrac] bleffed God, and did not 
intend to go up againft them in battle, to deflroy the 
land wherein the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt. 

34 And the children of Reuben and the children 
of Gad called the altar Ed: for it /hall dc a witnefs 
between us that the Lorp zs God. 


ClAP. XXIII. 


1 Fofhua exhorteth before his death to obedience by the 
remembrance of former benefits, § by the profped o 
future bleffings, 12 and by threatenings in cafe of dif- 
obedience. 


ND it came to pafsa long time after that the 

Lorn had given reft unto Hfrael from their 

enemies round about, that Jofhua waxcd old and 
flricken in age. 

2 And Jofhua called for all Ifracl, and for their 
elders, and for their heads, and for their judges, and 
for their officers, and faid unto them, I am old and 
ftricken in age: 

3 And ye have feen all! that the Lorn your God 
hath done unto all thefe nations becaule of you ; for 
the Lokp your God zs he that hath fought for you. 

4 Behold, I have divided unto you by lot thefe 


14276 


our God that zs before his tabernacle. 
go & And when Phinchas the pricft, and the prin- 
“ces of the congregation and heads of the thoufands 
of Hrael which were with him, heard the words that 
5 SI And the Lorn your God, he fhall expel them 
from before you, and drive them from out of your 
fight; and ye fhall poffefs their land, as the I.orn 
your God hath promifed unto you. 





28 Behold the pattern of the altar, &c.] They could not have ex- 
a@tly imitated this altar if they had not been acquainted with, and 
had not worfhipped God there, with their brethren. 

33 Did not intend, &e.} Ory Yaid afide that intention. 


34. Called the altar Ed, &e.] i. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox Cuar. XXIL 


From this hiftory it appears that the Hfraclitas of the two tribes and 
a half, and thofe of the other tribes. were all of them equally | 


e. A witnefs. 


diéted to the worfhip of the true God; and their example teaches 
us, that we fhould not turn away from the purity of religion, 
and the fervice which God has in his word preferibed. F 


EXPLANATORY NOTES os CHAP. XxIT. 

2 lam ald and firicken in age.] Now Jofhua infinuates to them 
that this, in all probability, would be the lal time he thould be 
able to {peak to them, in order to engage their attention more per- 
fe@tly to what he was going to fay: he was one hundred and tcn 
years of age at this time. 


UA. Fofhua affesnbleth the tribes at Shchez, 
A aoa 

G6 Be ye therefore very courageous to keep and iy Bete. 
do all that is written in the book of the law of Mofes, “4 Rtsr 
that yeturn not afide therefrom ¢éo the right hand or “h* 
fothelefi; 

7 Tivat ye come nat among thefe nations, thefe 
that remainamong yous neither make mention of the 
name of their gods, nor caufe to {wear dy thom, nein 
ther ferve them, nor bow yourfelves unto them: 

8 But cleave unto the Lord your God, as ye have 
done unto this day. . 

9 For the Loxy hath driven out from before you 
great nations and flrong: but as foryou, no man hath 
becn able to ftand befure you unto this day. 

ro One man of you fhall chafe a thoufand: for 
the Loxp your God, he 7 zs that fighteth for you, as 
he hath promifed you. 

11 Take good heed therefore unto yourfelves, 
that ye love the Loxp your God. 

12 9 ilfe ifyedo in any wife go back, and cleave 
unto the remnant of thefe nations, even thefe that 
remain among you, and fhall make marriages with 
them, and go in unto them, and they to you: 

13 Know fora certainty that the Lorp your God 
will no more drive out ary of thefe nations from be- 
force you; but they fhall be {nares and traps unto you, 
and fcourges in your fides, and thorns in your eyes, 
uniil ye perifh from off this good land, which the 
Lorb your God hath given you. 

rg And, behold, this day I am going the way of 
all the carth: and ye know in all your hearts and in 
all your fouls, that not one thing hath failed of all 
the good things which the Lorp your God fpake 
concerning you; all arc come to pafs unto you, and 
not one thing hath failed thereof. 

15 Vherefore it fall come to pafs, chad as all good 
things are come upon you, which the Lor p your God 
promifed you; fo fhall the Loxp bring upon you all 
evil things, until he have deflroyed you from off this 
good land which the Lory your God hath giver you. 

16 Whenyc have tranfgreffed the covenant of the 
Lorp your God, which he commanded you, and 
have gone and ferved other gods, and bowed your- 
felves to them; then fhall the anger of the Lorp be 
kindled againft you, and ye fall perifh quickly froin 
off the good Jand which hv hath given unto you. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

1 Fofhinr affembleth the trikcs et Shechem, 2 and leyeth 
(efore them a bricf kiftory of Gud’s benefits from the 
days of Terak. 14 He veneweth the covenant between 
God and them. 26 A flons is fet up to witnefs the co- 
venant. 29 Fofhua’s age, «cath, and burial. 32 
Fofepies bones are buried. 33 Eleazar dicth. 

ND Jofhua gathered all the tribes of Ifracl to 
Skochem, and called for the eldersof Ifracl, and 
for their heads, and for their judgcs, and for their 
officers ; and thev prefented themfelves before God. 

2 And Jofhua faid unto ail the people, Thus 
faith the Lorn God of Ifracl, Your fathers dwelt on 
the other fide of the flood in old time, cven Terah, 

the 

5 The Lend your Gal, be foell expel her, &e.] It is thofe whe 
remained vet unfubdued wito are alluded to here. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CIJAP. XXIII. 

The remonitrances of Jofhna, contained in this chapter, teach us 
that an adherence to the fervice of Gad, and his laws, conftiate 
the fecurity and happin fs of nations; and, on the contrary, that 
difobedience and ungodlinefs will deprive us cf the bieilings of 
God, and bring down upon us his fevere jundaments. 
EXPIL.ANATORY NOVES ox CLAP. XXIV. 

Land Fofoset gathered ail the triber] In aii probability Jothua, 

living longer than he expe@ted when he made the foregoing fpeech 

to them, called the people together once more, to give them good 
advice before he died ; in ike maun-.- as Mofes mide a great many 
fpeeshes tv them, before his Geparture from them. 

To Skecles, &e-] Inthe confines of Shechem there was alaree 
and open, cozntry, cxtending, perhaps, as feras Shiloh, aad very 
commod!ous for their reception ; we have the atteftation of holy writ. 

2 On we ates fede cf tin 63 fy 3. e. Of the river Euphrates. 
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He reneweth the 


covenant. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


PE rg PT SS SE LT ST aS AT TS a LS LAST, 


Fofhuas age, death, and burial. 


SC RR Rf A A 


Before the father of Abraham, and the father of Nachor: 
CHRIST. 44 they ferved other gods. 
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3 And I took your father Abraham from the 
other fide of the flood, and Iced him throughout all 
the land of Canaan, and multiplicd his feed, and 
gave him Ifaac. 

4 And I gave unto Haac Jacob and Efau: and I 
gave unto Efau mount Seir, to poffefs it; but Jacob 
and his children went down into Egypt. 

§ 1 fent Mofes alfo and Aaron, and I plagued 
Egypt, according to that which I did among them: 
and afterward I brought you out. 

6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and 
ye came unto the fea; and the Egyptians purfued 
after your fathers with chariots and horfemen unto 
the Red fea. 

7 And when they cried unto the Lorp, he put 
darknefs between you and the Egyptians, and 
brought the fea upon them, and covered them; and 
your eyes have feen what Ihave done in Egypt: and 
ye dwelt in the wildernefs a long feafon. 

8 And I brought you into the Jand of the Amo- 
rites, which dwelt on the other fide Jordan; and 
they fought with you: and I gave them into your 
hand, that ye might poffefs the land; and I deftroy- 
ed them from before you. 

g Then Balak the fon of Zippor, king of Moab, 
arofe and warred againft Ifrac], and fent and called 
Balaain the fon of Beor to curfe you: 

10 But I would not hearken unto Balaam ; thcre- 
fore he bleffed you flill: fo I delivered you out of 
his hand. 

11 And ye went over Jordan, and came unto Jeri- 
cho: and the men of Jericho fought againft you, the 
Amoritcs, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, and 
the Hittites, and the Girgafhites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebufites; and I delivered them into your hand. 

12 AndI fent the hornet before you, which drave 
them out fromm before you, cven the two kings of the 
Amorites ; dué not with thy fword, nor with thy bow. 

13 And I have given you a land for which ye did 
not labour, and citics which ye built not, and ye 
dwell in them; of the vineyards and oliveyards 
which ye planted not do y¢ eat. 

14 G Now therefore fear the Lorn, and ferve him 
in fincerity and in truth: and put away the gods 
which your fathers ferved on the other fide of the 
flood, and in Egypt; and ferve ye the Lorn. 

15 Andif it feem evil unto you to ferve the Lorp, 
choofc you this day whom ye will ferve; whether the 
gods which your fathers ferved that were on the other 
fide of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in 
whofe land ye dwell: but as for me and my houfe, 
we will ferve the Lorn. 

16 And the people anfwered and faid, God forbid I 
that we fhould forfake the Lorp to ferve other gods; 

37 For the Lorn our God, he zézs that Brought us & 


up and our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the } 





a 





9 Vow eyes hewe fers &e.| For their elders, who had feen them lie 
dead on the fea-fhor-, were all then there, and were not only men of 
great dignity, but (many of them at leaft) of an advanced age. 

23 The Prange godt thas are asting 10% &e.) Heknew, by the fpi- 
rit of prophecy, that they had thetr penates, or houfhold gods, 
which they werfhipped in their clofets feeretly. 

27 dr tath feard, &c.] This isa boid and beautiful figure. 

32 fad ie dsvct of F ph, &e.] We may naturally fuppofe that 
the hodies of the ref of the fons of Jacob, from whom the twelve 
tribes were def ended, were brought into Canaan, to be there in- 





















houfe of bondage, and which did thofe great figns in 
our fight, and preferved us in all the way wherein 
we went, and among all the people through whom 
we paffed : 

18 And the Lord drave out from before us all the 
people, even the Amorites which dwelt in the land: 
thercfore will we alfo ferve the Lorn; for he 7s our 
God. 

1g And Jofhua faid unto the people, Ye cannot 
ferve the Lorp: for he 7s an holy God; he 7s a jea- 
lous God; he will not forgive your tranfgrefhons 
nor your fins. 

20 If ye forfake the Lorn, and ferve ftrange gods, 
then he will turn and do you hurt, and confume you, 
after that he hath done you good. 

21 And the people faid unto Jofhua, Nay; but we 
will ferve the Lorp. 

22¢ And Jofhua faiduntothepeople, Yearewitneffes 
againft yourfelves that ye have chofen you the Lorn, 
to ferve him. And they faid, We are witneffes. 

23 Now therefore put away, fad fc, the ftrange 
gods which are among you, and incline your heart 
unto the Lorp God of Ifracl. 

24 And the people faid unto Jofhua, The Lorp 
our God wili we ferve, and his voice will we obey. 

25 So Jofhua made a covenant with the people 
that day, and fet them a ftatute and an ordinance in 
Shechem. 

26 @ And Jofhua wrote thefe words in the book 
of the law of God, and took a great ftone, and fet 
it up there under an oak, chat was by the fan€tuary 
of the Lorn. 

27 And Jofhua faid unto all the people, Behold, 
this ftone fhall be a witnefs unto us; for it hatls 
heard all the words of the Lokp which he fpake un- 
to us: it fhall be therefore a witnefs unto you, left 
ye deny your God, 

28 So Jofhua Ict the people depart, every man 
unto his inhcritance. 

29 @ And it came to pafs after thefe things, that 
Jofhua the fon of Nun, the fervant of the Lorp, 
died, being an hundred and ten years old. 

30 And they buried him in the border of his in- 
heritance in Timnath-ferah, which zs in mount Eph- 
raim, on the north fide of the hill of Gaafh. 

31 And Hfrael ferved the Lorp all the days of 
Jofhua, and all the daysof the elders that overlived 
Jofhua, and which had known all the works of the 
Lorn, that he had done for I frael. 

32 0 And the bones of Jofenh, which the children 
of Ifrael brought up out of Egypt, buricd they in 
Shechem, ina parcel of ground which Jacob bought 
of the fons of Hamor the father of Shechem foran 
hundred pieces of filver: and it became the inheri- 
tance of the children of Jofeph. : 

33 @ And Eleazar the fon of -\aron died; and 
they buried him in a hill that pertarneth to Phinehas. 
his fon, which was given him in mount oa. 

e 
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terred; as Jofephus relates from antient tradition, and as Se. Stephen ° 


confirms it, -4¢7s vii. 16. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XXIV. 


‘The repeated promifes and anfwers made by the Ifraelites, of their 
fidelity, fhould put us in mind that we have alfo engaged our- 
felves, by folemn and repeated promifes, and upon pain of being 
rejeéted and forfaken of Go, to ferve and to be faithful to him. 
God grant us his grave, that we may always fet thefe promifes 
before our eyes, and that we may obferve them inviolably. 


—$—$$$ rr 

SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THE BOOK OF JOSHUA. 
This Book contains the general doftrines of the preceding ; indeed we have a remarkable inftance of 
the advantage and efficacy of due confideration and repentance in the cafe of Rahab the harlot, under all 


the difadvantages of bad example and former evil habits ; i ] ‘ 
mercy of God, who always “ accepteth fuch as work righteoufnefs in every nation, without 


lier the reader reflc& upon the account of the Gibeonites. 


* perfons.”’ 


; and we have likewife a proof of the impartial 
refpe& of 


On the other hand, the affair 


of chan is an cxample to all who live under the benefit of revelation, of his righteous and juft feverity 


upon all obflinate offenders againft his moft holy and equitable commands. 


EXPLANATORY 


Before 


CHRIST 


lyoz. 





The BOOK of FUDGES. 





THE ARGUMENT. 

The title of Judges zs given this book, decaufe tl treats principally of the great things done by thafe illuftrious 
perfons, who, after the death of Jothua, until the days of Eli, were raifed up by God, upon fpecial occafion’, to 
rule the people Ifrael, and deliver them from their fevcral oppreffions. The moft general opinion ts, that (not He 
zekiah or Lzra, but) the prophet Samuel, who was the laft of the judges, wrote it by the diretlion of God, and 
brought down their hiftory to his own days. This book contains an hiftory of about three hundred years. 





10 @ And Judah went againft the Canaanites that Before 


H ‘ : 
C eae dwelt in Hcbron: (now the name of Hebron before CHRIST 


I. 


1 Judah and Simeon carry on the war againf? the Canaa~ |} was Kixjath-arba:) and they flew Shcfhai, and Ahi- *** 
nites, and defeat Adon-bezek, who is jufily requited for || man, and Talmai. : 
his cruelty. 8 Ferufalemtaken. 10 The fonsef Anak a1 @ And from thencc he went againft the inhabit- 
in Hebron flain. 11 Othniel taketh Debir, and in re- |} ants of Debir: and the name of Debir before was 
ward hath Achfah Caleb’s daughter to wife. 16 The Kirjath-fepher : 
Kenites dwell in the country of Judah. 17 Horma, 12 And Caleb faid, He that fmiteth Kirjath-fe- 144, 
Gaza, Afkelon, and Ehkron are taken by Judah and UW ooher and taketh it, to him will I give Achfah my ae 
Simeon. Lebron is given to Caleb, 21 The Febufites daughter ene. 
are not expelled out of ferufalem. 22 The houfe of 13 And Othniel the fonof Kenaz, Caleb’s younger 
Fofeph taketh Bethel. Luzbwlt, 27 The Canaanites \} prother, took it: and he gave him Achfah his daugh- 
are not wholly driven out by Manaf[th, 29 by Ephraim |} tep to wife. ° 
30 by Zebulun, 31 by Afher, 33 and by Naphtali. 34 14 And itcame to pafs, when fhe came @o him, that 
The Amorites force Dan into the mountain. fhe moved him to afk of her father a field: and the 
ees OW after the death of Jofhua it came to pafs, |] lighted from off her afs; and Caleb faid unto her, 
T4u5. N that the children of Ifrael afked the Lorn, {| What wilt thou ? 
faying, Who fhall go up for us againft the 15 And fhe faid unto him, Give mea blefling; for 
Canaanites firft, to fight againft them? thou haft given me a fouth land; give mealfo {prings 
2 And the Lorn faid, Judah fall go up: behoid, {| of water. And Caleb gave her the upper fprings 
I have delivéred the land into his hand. |} and the nether fprings. 
g And Judah faid unto Simeon his brother, Come 16 FY And the children of the Kenite, Mofes’ fa- 1425, 


up with me into my lot, that we may fight againft 
the Canaanitcs; and I likewife will go with thee into 
thy lot. So Simeon went with him. 

4 And Judah went up; and the Lorn delivered 
the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand: 
and they flew of them in Bezek ten thoufand men. 

5 And they found Adoni-bezek in Bezck: and 
they fought againft him, and they flew the Canaan- 
ites and the Perizzites. 

6 But Adoni-bezek {lcd; and they purfued after 
him, and caught him, and cut off his thumbs and 
his great toes. 

7 And Adoni-bezck faid, Threefcore and ten 
kings, having their thumbs and their great toes cut 
off, gathered their meet under my table: as I have 
done, fo God hath required me. nd they brought 
him to Jerufalem, and there he died. 

8 & Now the children of Judah had fought againft 
Jerufalem, and had taken it, and fmitten it with the 
edge of the fword, and fet the city on firc. 

g And afterward the children of Judah went down 
to fight againft the Canaanites, that dwelt in the 
mountain, and in the fouth, and in the valley. 


a 


EXPLANATORY NCTES os CHAP. L 


1 Now after the death of Foybua, &c.J) It is not faid thar any 
perfon fucceeded Jofhua in the government. ‘Ihe moft probable opi- 
nion is, that every tribe was governed by their refpeciive heads or 
elders; which form of government fublfitted about thirty years. 

4. du Bezek, &c.] i.e. Near to Bezek, which was a city in the 
tribe of Judah, not far from Bethichem, as fome think. 

6 Cut off bis thumbs and his great tors, | To render him incapable of 
war. As this had been his own praCtiice, (which he confeffes in the 
next verfe) it was not unreafonable to retaliate this treatment upon 
him; ‘* as he had done, fo God requited him.” 

7 So God hath reguited me, &c.] Some have been induced to think, 
fram this acknowledgment of Adoni-bezek, he was a penitent, and 

5 








ther in ]aw, went up out of the city of palm trees 
with the children of Judah into the wildernefs of 
Judah, which deh in the fouth of Arad; and they 
went and dwelt among the people. 

17 % And Judah went with Simeon his brother, 
and they flew the Canaanites that inhabited Zephath, 
and utterly deflroyed it. And the name of the city 
was called Hormah. 

18 Alfo Judah took Gaza with the coaft thereof, 
and Afkelon with the coaft thercof, and Ekron with 
the coaft thercof, 

1g And the Lorn was with Judah; and he drave 
out the inhabitants of the mountain; but could not 
drive out the inhabitants of the valley, becaufe they 
had chariots of iron. 

20 And thcy gave Hebron unto Caleb, as Mofes 
faid : and he expelled thence the three fons of Anak. 

21 % And the children of Benjamin did not drive 
out the Jebufites that inhabited Jerufalem; but the 
Jebufites dweli with the children of Benjamin in 
Jerufalean unto this day. 

22 | And the houfe of Jofeph, they alfo went up 
again{t Beth-el: and the Lori was with them. 

23 And 


became a convert to the trne religion, which might poflibly be th 
rer:fon why they {pared his life. * 

8 deainj? Ferufalem, &e.4 By this Jerufalem appears to have beer 
in the poffeffion of the children of Judah. 

10 ShYfei, end Abimen, aud Talnai.)} 
of Anak. 

1: Debir, &c.] Which city was re-inhabited by the Canaanite: ; 
and they were not expelled again ui after the death of Jofhua. 

12z dud Caleb faid, &c.{ Jt is not certain who was their genera! 
on this oceafion, and vet it is hardly to be queftioned, but that Ca- 
leh was the perfon. . 

19 Cundd not drive ont the inbabitares of the walhy, Sc.\ It is the 
opinion of Dr. Warerland that this Should be ceudered, He proceed- 
ed not to drive ont, &.. 


Who were the three fons 





24 Siew 


ne ETS 


The atts of Jeveral other tribes. 


| 
| Before 23 Andthe houfe of Jofeph fent to defery Beth- { 
oe ele (Now the name of the city before was Luz.) i 


24 And the {pies faw a man come forth out of the 
city, and they faid unto him, Shew us, we pray thee, 
theentrance Intothe city, and we will fhewthee mercy. j 

25 snd when he fhewed them the entrance into 
the city, they fmote the city with the edge of the 
fword; but they Ict go the man and all his family. 

26 And the man went into the land of the Hittites, 
and built a city, and called the name thercof Luz: | 
which zs the name thereof unto this day. 

27 I Neither did Manaffeh drive out the nhabitants 
of Beth-fhean aud her towns, nor Taanach and her 
towns, nor the inhabitants of Dor and her towns, 
nor the inhabitants of Ibleam and her towns, nor 
the inhabitants of Megiddo and her towns: but the 
Canaanites would dwell in that land. 

28 And it came to pafs, when Ifrac} was ftrong, 
that they put the Canaanites to tribute, and did not 
utterly drive them out. 

29 § Neither did Ephraim drive out the Canaan- 
ites that dwelt in Gezer; but the Canaanitcs dwelt 
in Gezer among them. 

go @ Neither did Zebulun drive outthe inhabitants 
of Kitron, nor the inhabitants of Nahalol; but the 
Canaanitesdweltamongthem, and became tributarics. 

31 @ Neicher did Afher drive out the inhabitants of 
Accho, nor the inhabitants of Zidon, nor of Ahlab, 
nor of Achzib, nor of Helbah, nor of Aphik, nor of 
Rehob: 

32 But the Afherites dwelt among the Canaanites, 
the inhabitants of the land: for they did not drive 
them out. 

33 Neither did Naphtali drive out the inhabitants 
of Beth-fhemefh, nor the inhabitants of Bcth-anath; 
but he dwelt among the Canaanites, the inhabitants of 
the land: neverthelefs the inhabitants of Beth-fhe- 
mefh and ot Beth-anath became tributariesunto them. 

34 &% And the Amorites forced the children of Dan 
into the mountain: for they would not fuffer them 
to come down to the valley: 

35 But the Amorites would dwell inmount Heresin 
Aijalon, and in Shaalbim: yet the hand of the houfe 
of Jofeph prevailed, fo that they became tributaries. 

36 And the coaft of the Amorites was from the go- 
ing up to Akrabbim, from the rock, and upward. 
CHAP. It. 

a An angel redukeih the people at Bechim for their difo- 
bedience to God’s command. 6 During the life of 
Jofhua end of the elders who furvived him, the people 
Jjerve the Lord; 10 but in the next generation fall 
awey to grievous idolatry. 14 God’s anger againfl 
them. 16 Ets pity toward them tn their diftrefs, and 
their ungrateful behaviour, 20 The Canaanites are 
therefore lofi ta prove Ifracl. 

hee an angel of the Lorp came up from Gilgal 

to Bochim, and faid, I made you to go up oul 
of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which 
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2, Shew is—the entrance into tae cry. &C+| Meaning the weakeft 
part, where the walls were loweft, or moit out of repair, or had the 


Teaft guard. 


28 Thy petite Cercanites to tribe, and did nit utter]: drive them 
ont] The Ifraelites were furely blameable in difregarding the 
command of God, and not making the right ufe of their victories, 
who, cither through a mifpiaced lenity, or covetoufhefs, inflead of 
dettréying them, as they were commanded, fuffered them to live 
pfomifcuoufly among them, «nd contented themfelves with making 
them become tributary only. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. L 

The avcnging hand of God in the punifliment of wicked and mer- 
cilefs men, in their own kind, is admirably pointed out to us in 
the cafe of Adonibezck, in this chapter; and by the negleé of 
the Ifraelites to obey God’s commaad in driving out the Canaan- 
ites, who proved thorns in their fides, we may fee the evil con- 
fequences of difregarding God’s decl:rations in {cripture. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. I. 

1 du angel of ihe Lard came up from Gilzal, 8c.) Mot Chriftian 

‘No-2r. 3 





CHAP. Il. 


The Ifraelites fall away to idolatry. 


I fware unto your fathers; and I faid, I will never pees 


break my covenant with you. 

2 And ye fhall make no league with the inhabitants 
of this land; ye fhall throw down their altars: but ye 
have not obeyed my voice: why have ye done this? 

3 Whercfore I alfo faid, I will not drive them out 
from before you; but they fhall be as thorns in your 
fides, and their gods fhall be a fnare unto you. 

4 And it came to pafs, when the angel of the 
Lorp fpake thefe words unto all the children of If- 
rac], that the people lifted up their voice, and wept. 

§ And they called the name of that place Bochim: 
and they facrificed there unto the Lorp. 

6 ¢ And when Jofhua had let the people go, the 
children of Ifrael went every man unto his inherit- 
ance to poffefs the land. 

7 And the people ferved the Lorpall the days of 
Jofhua, and all the days of the elders that outlived 
Jofhua, who had feen all the great works of the 
Lorp, that he did for Ifrael. 

8 And Jofhua the fon of Nun, the fervant of the 
Lorp, died, 4emg an hundred and ten years old. 

g And they buried him inthe border of his inheri- 
tance in Timnath-heres, in the mount of Ephraim, 
on the north fide of the hill Gaafh. 

10 & And alfo all that generation were gathered 
unto their fathers; and there arofe another genera- 
tion after them, which knew not the Lorp, nor yet 
the works which he had done for Ifrael. 

11 And the children of Ifrael did evil in the fight 
of the Lorn, and ferved Baalim: ; 

1z And they forfook the Lorv God of their fa- 
thers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, 
and followed othcr gods, of the gods of the people 


that were round about them, and bowed themf{elves' 


unto them, and provoked the Lorn to anger. 

13 And they forfook the Lorn, and ferved Baal 
and Afhtaroth. 

14 G And the anger of the Lorp was hot againft 
Ifrael, and he delivercd them into the hands of fpoil- 
ers that fpoiled them, and he fold them into the 
hands of their encmies round about, fo that they 
could not any longer ftand before their enemies. 

15 Whitherfoever they went out, the hand of the 
Loxrp was againft them for evil, as the Lorp had 
faid, and as the Lorp had {worn unto them: and 
they were greatly diftreffed. 

16 @ Neverthclefs the Lorn raifed up judges, 
which delivered them out of the hand of thofe that 
fpoiled them. 

17 And yet they would not hearken unto their 
judges, but they went a whoring after other gods, 
and bowed themfelves unto them: they turned 
quickly out of the way which their fathers walked 


in, obeying the commandments of the Lorn; but 


they did not fo. : 
18 And when the Loxp raifed themup judges, then 
the Loxp was with the judge, and delivered them out 
of thehand of their enemiesall the daysof the judge: 
. for 





interpreters are of opinion that it was the Son.of God, who is fre- 
quently in Scripture called ‘* the Angel of the covenant.” The 
angel’s coming up from Gilgal, is mentioned as a very pertinent 
circumftance, to upbraid the Ifraelites with their bafe ingratitude to 
God, and with their floth in not endeavouring to expel the Canaan- 
ites as commanded. ¢ 

6 When Fofbua had let the people go, &c.] i.e. When Jofhua had 
broken up that great aflembly which he held when he caft lots, and 
divided the land among them. 

t1 And ferved Baalin.| The gods of the nations whofe land they 
poffeffed, and who were called by that géneral name, which fignifies 
Lords. Their gods were great men deified. 

13 Afeterct!:. | Some underftood Venus by this idol. 

2a. Me fold then, &c.] We are to underftand by felling them, 
that their enemies carried away their perfons, as well as their goods, 
and made them flaves. 

16 The Lord raifed up judget, &c-] He raifed them up extraor- 
dinary rulers and governors, whofe authority was chiefly in time of 
war, they being called up (by a particular infpiration of God) to 
deliver them out of the hand of their enemies. 


3Q 


19 They - 


HRIST 


1ge5. 


142€ 


i406. 


The Canaanites left to prove Ifrael. 


gn Gor it repented the Lorp becaufe of theirgroanings by 
1g06, Teafon of them that opprefled them and vexed them. 
1g And it came to pafs, when the judge was dead, 

that they returned, and corrupted themfclves more 

than their fathers, in following other gods to ferve 

them, and to bow down unto them; they ceafed not 

from their own doings, nor from their ftubborn way. 

20 @ And the anger of the Lorxb was hot againit 
Ifrael ; and he faid, Becaufe that this people hath 
tranfgreffed my covenant which I commanded their 
fathers, and have not hearkened unto my voice ; 

21 I alfo will not henceforth drive out any from 
before them of the nations which Jofhua lett when 
he died: 

22 That through them I may prove Ifrael, whether 
they will keep the way of the Lorp to walk therein, 
as their fathers did keep i, or not. 

23 Therefore the Lorn left thofe nations, without 
driving them out haftily ; neither delivered he them 
into the hand of Jofhua. 


CHAP. II. 


1 The nations which were left to prove Ifrael. 5 By 
intercourfe with them the Ifraelites are feduced into 
idolatry. 8 They are fold into the hand of Chufhan- 
vifhathaim, but delivered by Othniel ; 12 and into the 
hand of Eglon king of Moab, but delivered by Ehud. 
gt Shamgar flayeth fix hundred Philiflines with an ox 
goad, and delivereth Ifrael. 

O W thefe are the nations which the Lorn left 
to prove Ifrael by them, even as many of J/rael 
as had not known all the wars of Canaan ; 

2 Only that the generations of the children of 
Ifrael might know, to teach them war, at the leaft 
fuch as before knew nothing thereof; 

3 Namely, five lords of the Philiftines, and all the 
Canaanites, and the Sidonians, and the Hivites that’ 
dwelt in mount Lebanon, from mount Baal-hermon 
unto the entering in of Hamath. 

4 And they were to prove Ifrael by them, to know 
whether they would hearken unto the command- 
ments of the Lorn, which he commanded their fa- 
thers by the hand of Mofes. 

5 @ And the children of Irael dwelt among the 
Canaanites, Hittites, and Amorites, and Perizzites, 
and Hivites, and Jebufites: 

6 And they took their daughters to be their wives, 
and gave their daughters to their fons, and ferved 
their gods. 

7 And the children of Ifrael did evil in the fight 
of the Lorp, and forgot the Lorp their God, and 
ferved Baalim and the groves. 

8 @ Therefore the anger of the Lorn was hot 
againft Ifrael, and he fold theminto thehand of Chu- 
fhan-rifhathaim, king of Mefopotamia: andthe child- 
ren of Ifrael ferved Chufhan-rifhathaim eight years. 

g And when the children of Ifrael cried unto the 





19 They returned, &c.] i.e. They returned to their idolatry. 
20 Hath tranfercffed my covenant, &c.} i- e. By making leagues 
with the Canaanites, and not throwing down their altars. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IL 
3Ve may learn by the corruption of the Jews after the death of 
Jofhua, what a misfortune it isto a people, when God removes 
their pious magiftrates and minifters; and that God withdraws 
his protection from thofe nations that forfake him. By the angel 
being fent to rebuke the Ifraclites, we may perceive that God 
only feeks the falvation of finners, and waits to be gracious ; and 
from the apoftacy of the people of Ifracl, and their chaftifements 
for it, we may gather this leflon, that God doth in mercy correét 
and affii@ .his people, Ieft, by their profperity, they fhould be 
cormpted and ruined. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, IIL 
2 Torcach them war, &¢c.] i.e. To exercife and awaken their 
courage, and keep up a martial difcipline among them ; and alfo 


that they might, by having powerful enemies fo near them, conftantly |, 


betake themfelves to God, and depend upon his fuccour and help. 
‘q And the groves.| In all probability there were feveral goddeffes 
under the name of Afhtaroth worfhipped in them. Baalim was the 
neral name for idols of the male lead: and Afhtaroth for thofe 


of the female. 


JUDGES. 








Othniel deli: cveth and judgeth Tfrael, 


Lorp, the Lorp raifed up a deliverer to the child_ _Befo,. 
ren of Ifrael, who delivered them, cven Othniel the CHRST 
fon of Kenaz, Caleb’s younger brother. 1402, 

10 And the {pirit of the Lory came upon him, 
and he judged Hrael, and went out to war: and the 
Loxp delivered Chulhan-rifhathaim, king of Mefo- 
potamia, into his hand; and his hand prevailed 
againft Chufhan-rifhathaim. 

11 And the land had reft forty years. And Othniel 
the fon of Kenaz died. 

12 @ And the children of Ifrael] did evil againin 
the fight of the Lorn: and the Lorn ftrengthened 
Eglon the king of Moab againft Ifrael, becaufe they 135, 
had done evil in the fight ofthe Lorp. 

13 And he gathered unto him the children of 
Ammon and Amalek, and went and {mote Ifrael, and 
poffeffed the city of palm trees. 

14 Sothe children of Ifrael ferved Eglon the 
king of Moab cightcen years. 

15 But when the children of Ifrael cried unto the 
Lorb, the Lorn raifed them up adeliverer, Ehud 
the fon of Gera, a Benjamite, a man left-handed: 
and by hin the children of Ifracl fent a prefent unto 
Egton the king of Moab. 

16 But Ehud made hima dagger which had two 
edges, of a cubit length; and he did gird it under 
his raiment upon his right thigh. 

17 And he brought the prefent unto Eglon king 
of Moab: and Eglon was a very fat man. 

18 And when he had made an end to offer the pre- 
fent, he fent away the people that bare the prefent. 

19 But he himfclf turned again from the quarries 
that were by Gilgal, and faid, I have a fecret errand 
unto thee, O king: who faid, Keep filence. And all 
that ftood by him went out from him. 

20 And Ehud came unto him; andhe was fitting 
in a fummer parlour, which he had for himfelf alone. 
And Ehud faid, Ihave ameffage from God unto thee. 
And he arofe out of his feat. 

21 And Ehud put forth his let hand, and took the 
dagger fromhis right thigh, and thruft it into hisbelly: 

22 And the haft alfo went in a‘ter the blade; and 
the fat clofed upon the blade, fo that he could not 
drawthedaggerout ofhis belly; and thedirt came out. 

23 Then Ehud went forth through the porch, and 
fhut the doors of the parlour upon him, and locked 
them. 

24 When he was gone out, his fervants came ; 
and when they faw that, behold, the doors of the 
parlour were locked, they faid, Surely he covereth 
his feet in his fummer chamber. 

25 And they tarried till they were afhamed: and, 
behold, he opened not the doors of the parlour; 
therefore they took a key, and opened them: and, 
behold, their lord was fallen down dead on the earth. 

26 And Ehud efcaped while they tarried, and paf- 
fed beyond the quarries, and efcaped unto Seirath. 

27 And 
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10 The Spirit of the Lord cam: upon lin, &e.] Othniel had an 
extraordinary motion from God to take upon him the government 
of the people ; which none durft prefume to do, but fuch as were 
appointed of God, who was their king. : 

12 The Lord firengthencd Eglin the king of Miab azainft lfrael, e.} 
Itwas juft, as the Ifraelites worfhipped the gods of the people 


-round about them, that they fhould be punifhed by thofe very people. 


15 4 prefent, &c.] ‘This was a voluntary prefent above their 
ordinary payments, by which they hoped to mollify him, and make 
him favourable to them. 

16 Upon bis right thiga.]_ It muft he either to avoid fufpicion he 
wore it on the wrong fide, or, being a left-handed man, that he 
might more readily draw it out. 

19 The quarries that were by Gilgal, &c.] It is rendered in fome 
tranflations, graven images, which is, indeed, the meaning of the 
Hebrew word in feveral places of {cripture. 

20 He rife out of bis feat.] He rofe out of reverence to God, 
whofe words, he fuppofed, he was to hear. 

22 And the dirt came mt.) It is, And he went out haftily, in the 
Syriac and Arabic trauiflations. 

24. He cavereth his feet in his fummer ckamler.}] The fenfe of this 
paffage probably is, that he had retired to-fleep, as was ufual ia 
thofe hot countries. : 

3 28 fad 
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Deborah and Barak go up againft Sifera. 
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27 And it came to pafs, when he was come, that 
he blew a trumpet in the mountain of Ephraim, and 
the children of Ifrael went down with him from the 
mount, and he before them. 

28 And he faid unto them, Follow after me: for 
the Loxp hath delivered your enemies the Moabites 
into your hand. And they went down after him, 
and took the fords of Jordan toward Moab, and fuf- 
fered not a man to pafs over. 

29 And they flew of Moab at that time about ten 
thoufand men, all lufty, and all menof valour; and 
there efcaped not 4 man. 

30 So Moab was fubdued that day under the hand 
of Ifrael. And the Jand had reft fourfcore years. 

31 § And after him was Shamgar, the fon of 
Anath, which flew of the Philiftines fix hundred men 
with an ox goad: and he alfo delivered Ifrael. 


CHAP. IV. 

1 Ifracl is oppreffed by Fabin and Sifera. 4 Deborah 
y Seah ee i: their peel 10 Deborah 
and Barak go up with an army to mount Tabor. Sife- 
va is defeated. 17 He fleeth to the tent of Jacl, who 
hilleth him. 23 Fabin ts totally fubdued. 

ND the children of Ifrael again did evil in the 
fight of the Lorn, when Ehud was dead. s 

2 And the Lorn fold them into the hand of Jabin 
king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor; the captain 
of whofe hoft was Sifera, which dwelt in Harofheth 
of the Gentiles. 

3 And the children of Ifrael cricd unto the Lorp: 
for he had nine hundred chariots of iron; and twen- 
ty years he mightily oppreffed the children of Ifrael. 

4 @ And Deborah, a prophetefs, the wife of Lapi- 
doth, fhe judged Ifrael at that time. 

5 And fhe dwelt under the patm tree of Deborah 
between Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and 
the children of Ifrael came up to her for judgment. 

6 And fhe fent and called Barak the fon of Abi- 
noam out of Kedefh-naphtali, and faid unto him, 
Hath not the Lorp God of Ifrael commanded, fay- 
ing, Go and draw toward mount Tabor, and take 
with thee ten thoufand men of the children of Naph- 
tali and of the children of Zebulun? 

7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kifhon 
Sifexa, the captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots 
and his multitude; and I will deliver him into thine 
hand. 

8 And Barak faid unto her, If thou wilt go with 
me, then I will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, 
then I will not go. 

g And fhe faid, I will furely go with thee: not- 
withftanding the journey that thou takeft fhall not 
be for thine honour; for the Lorn fhall fell Sifera 
into the handof awoman. And Deborah arofe, and 
went with Barak to Kedeth. 

10 7 And Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to 


rere 
| 28 And tok the fordsof Fordan, &c.| Ehud proceeded prudently, 
as well as valiantly, and therefore led them dire€tly to the ford of 
Jordan, which they poffeffed themfelves of. nea 

31 After him was Skamgar.\ i.e. Shamgar fucceeded him in the 
office of a judge, for that is the general fenfe of the phrafe. 

With an ox goad, &c.| We are informed that the goads ufed in this 
country were of an enormous fize ; feveral were near eight feet long, 
and fix inches in circumference. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IIL 


We may perceive, from the tenor of this chapter, our condition in 
thislife, wherein we are expofed to divers temptations and trials; 
how profitable it is to men that they fhould be afflicted, and how 
great the mercy of the Lord is towards them whom he enables to 
make a right ufe of their calamities. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


2 Yabin king of Canaan, that reigned in Hazor, &c.| Itis probable, 
that Jabio was a general name of all the kings of this country, like 
that of Pharaoh among the Egyptians. 

4 4 prophetcfr, &c.] Both the words * prophet, and prophetefs,”’ 
are fometimes ufed for perfons endued with {pecial, though not mi- 
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Fael hilleth Sifera. 


Kedefh; and he went up with ten thorfand men at Before 


his feet: and Deborah went up with him. 

11 Now Heber the Kenite, which was of the chil- 
dren of Hobab the father in law of Mofes, had fe- 
vered himfelf from the Kenites, and pitched his tent 
unto the plain of Zaanaim, which zs by Kedeth. 

12 And they fhewed Sifera that Barak the fon of 
Abinoam was gone up to mount Tabor. 

1g And Sifera gathered together all his chariots, 
even nine hundred chariots of iron, and all the peo- 
ple that weve with him, from Harofheth of the Gen- 
tiles unto the river of Kifhon. 

14 And Deborah faid unto Barak, Up: for this és 
the day in which the orp hath delivered Sifera into 
thine hand: is not the Lory gone out before thee ? 
So Barak went down from mount Tabor, and ten 
thoufand men after him. 

15 And the Lorn difcomfited Sifera, and all Ads 
chariots, and all Ais hoft, with the edge of the fword 
before Barak; fo that Sifera lighted down off his 
chariot, and fled away on his feet. 

16 But Barak purfued after the chariots, and after 
the hoft, unto Harofheth of the Gentiles: and all the 
hoft of Sifera fell upon the edge of the fword; and 
there was not a man left. 

17 I Howbeit Sifera fled away on his feet to the 
tent of Jael the wife of Heber the Kenite: for there 
was peace between Jabin the king of Hazor and the 
houfe of Heber the Kenite. 

18 And Jael went out to meet Sifera, and faid unto 
him, Turn in, my lord, turn in to me; fear not, 
And when he had turned in unto her into the tent, 
fhe covered him with a mantle. 

1g And he faid unto her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water to drink; for I am thirfty. And fhe 
opened a bottle of milk, and gave him drink, and 
covered him. 

20 Again he faid unto her, Stand in the door of 
the tent, and it fhall be, when any man doth come 
and enquirc of thee, and fay, Isthere any man here? 
that thou fhalt fay, No. 

21 Then Jael Heber’s wife took a nail of the tent, 
and took an hammer in her hand, and went foftly 
unto him, and {mote the nail into his temples, and 
faftened it into the ground: for he was faft afleep 
and weary. So he died. 

22 And, behold, as Barak purfued Sifera, Jacl 
came out to meet him, and faid unto him, Come, and 
I will fhew thee the man whom thou feekeft. And 
when he came into her ¢ent, behold, Sifera lay dead, 
and the nail was in his temples. 

23 {I So God fubdued on that day Jabin the king 
of Canaan before the children of Ifrael. 

24 And the hand of the children of Ifrael prof. 
pered and prevailed againft Jabin the king of Ca- 
naan, until they had deftroyed Jabin the king of 


Canaan. 
CHAP. 
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raculous gifts and graces, for the better underftanding and explain- 
ing the word of the Almighty. 

§ She dwelt under the pal tree of Deborah, &c.] It is in the 
Septuagint, She fat under the palm tree, where fhe adminittered 


‘| judgment, 


6 Mount Tabor, &c.] ‘Thisis avery remarkable mountain in Ga~ 
lilee, not far from Kedefh, in the tribe of Zebulun, and in the con~ 
fines of Ifachar and Naphtali. 

9 And I will draw unto thee, &c.] The preceding verfe thews 
that thefe are the words of God, which Deborah pronounced in his 
name, fignifying that he would, by his fecret providence, incline 
Sifera to come within his power to deftroy him. 

15 Sifera lighted down off his chariot, and fed awny, &c.| Sifera's 
alighting from his chariot might be, not that he could run fafter on 
foot, but that he could foonerefcape, by mixing with the crowd of 
common foldiers. 

21 A nad of the tent.] Or, as fome think, one of the great pins, 
wherewith the tent was faftened to the ground. 

So he died-} There was nothing but an authority from God, of 
which fhe was certain, could warrant fuch 2 fact as this, which feem- 
ed a breach of hofpitality, and to be attended with feveral other 
crimes; but was not fo when God, the Lord of men’s lives, ordered 
her to execute his fentence upon him in this manner. 

GENERAL 
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The fong of Deborah 


{UDG Es. 


and Barab. 





CHRIST CHA P.. V. 
rag6. The fony of Deborah and Barak. 


HIEN fang Deborah aad Barak the fon of Abi- 
Noam on that day, faying, 

2 Praife ye the Loxp for the avenging of Ifrael, 
when the people willingly offered themfelves. 

3 Wear, O ye kings; give ear, O ye princes; I, 
even I, will fing unto the Lorn; I will fing praife to 
the Lorp God of Ifrael. 

4 Lorn, when thou wenteft out of Seir, when 
thou marchedft out of the field of Edom, the earth 
trembled, and the heavens dropped, the clouds alio 
dropped water. 

5 The mountains melted from before the Lorn, 
even that Sinai from before the Lorp God of Ifrael. 

6 In the days of Shamgar the fon of Anath, in the 
days of Jacl, the highways were unoccupied, and the 
travellers walked through byways. 

7 The inhabitants of the villages ceafed, they ceaf- 
ed in Ifrac], until that ! Deborah arofe, that I arofe 
a mother in Ifrael. 

8 They chofe new gods; then was war in the 
fates: was thcrea thield or fpear feen among forty 
thoufand in Ifrael ? ; 

9 My heart zs toward the governors of Ifracl, 
that offered themfelves willingly among the people. 
Blefs ye the Lorp. ‘ 

10 Speak, ye that ride on white affes, ye that fit in 
judgment, and walk by the way. 

11 Theythat are delivered from the noife of archers 
inthe placcof drawing water, there fhall they rehearfe 
the rightcous aéts of the Lorp, even the righteous 
alts foward the inhaéitants of his villages in Ifrael: then 
fhall the people of the Lorp go down to the gates. 

12 Awake, awake, Deborah: awake, awake, ut~ 
tera fong: arife, Barak, and lead thy captivity cap- 
tive, thow fon of Abinoam. 

13 Thenhe made him that remaineth have domi- 
nion over the nobles among the people: the Lorp 
made me have dominion over the mighty. 

14 Out of Ephraim was there a root of them againft 
Amaleck; after thee, Benjamin, among thy people; 
out of Machar came down governors, and out of 
Zebulun they that handle the pen of the writer. 

15 And the princes of Iffachar were with Debo- 
rah; even Hfachar, and alfo Barak: he was fent on 
foot into the valley. For the divifions of Reuben 
there were great thoughts of heart. 

16 Why abodeft thou among the fheep-folds, to 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 


We fee by this hiftory, thacwhen men are not humbled by the evils 
they have fuffered, they often draw new ones upon themfelves, 
by returning to their fins; the choice God made of Deborah, 
wasto thew che Ifraelites that their deliverance was to be afcribed 
to him alone, who can make the weakeft inftruments fubfervient 
to the effeéting his wife purpofes. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V. 

2 Pri ye che Lord, &c.} So majeftic are the expreflions of this 
hymn, and fuch the great variety of elegant figures, that it has 
been ever juitly admired, and allowed net to be equalled by any 
of the ancient Greek and Latin poets. 

When the po ple wel ingly offered themf-lves.| Deborah incites the 
peop'e to give rhanksto God, for moving the hearts of fo many to 
exlitt themfelves to fight againit the enemies of the Lord. 

5 The mountaras mel cd, &.] This is a poctical expreffion, mean- 
ing the inhabitants of rhe mountains. , 

6 Lu the days of Ya.l.&c.] Here Jael is mentioned, not asa judge, 
but a3 a woman of a brave and valiant fpirit. 

q the ubabirans of the villages coafid, &c-) i.e. They forfook 
the villuges, which were open and defencelefs, and fled for fafety to 
the fortificd cities and walled towns. 

& Then was ear ia the Lalety &c.} For the enemies had feized 
upon. ‘and poffefTed themfelves of their cities and fortreffes. 

Bl ys ye the Lard.) After commending the governors of Tfrael, 
the here currics-up their thoughts to God, who had infpired them 
with that courage, and favoured them with that good fuccefs. ~ 

‘a2 Anvak, acvake, Debsrah, &e.] After calling upon all often 
to-praife the Lord, fhe now excites herfelf, with the moft earheft 
and. zealous affections to celebrate his wonderful works. 
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hear the bleatings of the flocks? For the divifions Before 


of Reuben there were great fearchings of heart. 

17 Gilead abode beyond Jordan: and why did 
Dan remain in fhips? Afher continued on the fea 
fhore, and abode in his breaches. 

18 Zebulun and Naphtali were a people shat jco- 

arded their lives unto the death in the high places 
in the field. 

1g The kings came aud fought, then fought the 
kings of Canaan in Taanach by the waters of Me- 
giddo ; they took no gain of money. 

20 They fought from heaven; the frars in their 
courfes fought againft Sifera. 

gf Vhe river of Kifhon fwept them away, that an- 
cient river, the river Kifhon. O my foul, thou haft 
trodden down ftrength. 

22 Then were the borfehoofs broken by the means 
of the pranfings, the pranfings of their mighty ones. 

23 Curle ye Meroz, faid the angel of the Lorn, 
curfe ye bitterly the inhabitants thereof; becaufe 
they came not to the help of the Lorn, to tne help 
of the Lorn againit the mighty. 7 points 

24 Bicfled above women fhall Jael the wife of He- 
ber the Kenitc be, bleffed {hall fhe be above women 
in the tent. 

25 We afked water, aad fhe gave him milk; fhe 
brought forth butter in a Jordly difh. 

26 She put her hand to’ the nail, and her right 
hand to the workmen’s hammer; and with the ham. 
mer fhe finote Sifera, fhe {mote off his head, when 
fhe had pierced and ftricken through his temples. 

27 Ather feet he bowed, he fell, he lay down: at 
her fect he bowed, he fell: where be bowed, there 
he fell down dead. 

28 The mother of Sifera looked out ata window, 
andcried through the lattice, Why ishis chariot folong 
in coming ? why tarry the wheels of his chariots ? 

29 Her wife ladies anfwered her, yea, fhe return~ 
ed anfwer to herfelf, 

go Have they not fped? have they wot divided the 
prey; to every man a damfel or two; to Siferaa 


| prey of divers colours, a prey of divers colours of 
.needlework, of divers colours of needlework on both 


fides, mect for the necks of them thet iake the f{poil ? 
31 So let all thine enemies perifh, @ Lorn: but /ef 
them that love him de as the fun when he goeth forth 
in his might. And the land had reft forty years. 
CIiAP. VI. 
1 The Ifraelites for their fin are oppreficd by Midian. 7 
They cry fo God 3 a prophet ts fent to reprove them. 1% 
, An 





14 Out of Epbrain, &c.] Deborah now enumerates the tribes 
and families that any ways affifted in this war. 

After thee, Benjamin, &¢.] The Ephraimites followed the example 
of Benjamin, by engaging in this quarrel, and affifting Barak. 

Out af iachir, &c.| This was an eminent family in Manaffeh, 
fettled on the other fide Jordan. 

19 Gilead abcde teysud Fsrdan, &c.] The Gadites, under Gilead, 
comprehended only half of Gilead, as the other half was given to 
the children of Machir. 

19 the kivge came, &c.| At the time the Mraclites conquered 
Canaan, Hazor had feveral kingdoms fubject to it, or depending 
onit. See Fo. xi. 10. 

Lu Taanuch by the ovaters of Megizda, Xe. | Taanach and Megiddo 
were two cities, belonging to the Manaffites, but fituated in the 
tribe of [fachar. See Fé. xvii. rt. | 

21 O my faul, thru haft trodden dawn firength.] A moft beautiful 
apoftrophe to herfelf this, whofe happinefs fhe appiauds, in behold- 
ing fuch pawerful enemies vanquifhed by the commiffion which fhe 
gave from God to Barak, and by her prayers ta God for his fuccefs 
in the grear undertaking. 

29 dt her feet be bound, &c.] There is great poctical beauty in 
the reduplication of the words in this verfe. 

gu So let all thine enemies periph, O Lord, &c.] Here Deborah ad- 
dreftes herfelf to God, concluding this beautiful poem with a folemn 
prayer, thar all his enemies may be thus difappointed of their vain 
hopes, and that all who love him, may increafe in power and force, 
as the fun does, from its firit rifing, till ir arrives at his meridian 
height. 

SGENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V. 
This fong teaches us to refer to the power and goodnefs of Gad, all 

the fuccefs that happens to us, and to reader’to him the moft pub- 


lic and folemn thanks for the fume. : 
EXPLANATORY 
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The Ifraelites oppreffed by Midian. 





Before 


CHRIST afketh a fign; he bringeth flefh, broth, and bread, to the 
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grace in thy fight, then fhew mea fign that thou 
talkeft with me. 

18 Depart not hence, I pray thee, until I come un- 
to thee, and bring forth my prefent, and fet i before 
thee. And he faid, I will tarry until thou come again. 

19 And Gideon went in, and made ready akid, and 
unleavened cakes ofan ephahof flour: the flefh he put 
ina bafket, and he put thebroth ina pot, and brought 
2 out unto him under the oak, and prefented it. 

20 And the angel of God faid unto him, Take the 
flefh and the unleavened cakes, and lay them upon 
this rock, and pour out the broth. And he did fo. 

21 Then the angel of the Loxp put forth the end 
of the ftaff that was in his hand, and touched the flefh 
and the unleavened cakes; and there arofe up fire 
out of the rock, and confumed the flefh and the un- 
leavened cakes. Then the angel of the Lorp de- 
parted out of his fight. 

22 And when Gideon perceived that he was an an- 
gel of the Lorb, Gideon faid, Alas, O Lorp God! for 
becaufeI have feen an angel of the Lorp face to face. 

23 And the Lorp faid unto him, Peace 4e unto 
thee ; fear not : thou fhalt not die. 

24 Then Gideon built an altar there unto the 
Lorp, and called it Jehovah-fhalom : unto this day 
it zs yet in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. 

25 @ And it came to pafs the fame night, that the 
Lorp faid unto him, Take thy father’s young bul- 
lock, even the fecond bullock of feven years old, and 
throw down the altar of Baal that thy father hath, and 
cut down the grove that zs by it: 

26 And buildan altar unto the Lorp thy God upon 
the top of this rock, in the ordered place, andtake the 
fecond bullock, and offer a burnt facrifice with the 
wood of the grove which thou fhalt cut down. 

27 Then Gideon took ten men of his fervants, 
and did as the Lorp had faid unto him: and fo it 
was, becaufe he feared his father’s houfhold, and the 
men of the city, that he could not do zé by day, that 
he did z by night. 

28 § And when the men of the city arofe early in 
the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was caft down, 
and the grove was cut down that was by it, andthe fe- 
cond bullock was offered upon the altar ¢hat was built. 

29 And they faid one to another, Who hath done 
this thing ? And when they enquired and afked, they 
faid, Gideon the fon of Joafh hath done this thing. 

go Then the men of the city faid unto Joafh, 
Bring out thy fon, that he may die: becaufe he hath 
caft down the altar of Baal, and becaufe he hath cut 
down the grove that was by it. 

31 And Joafh faid unto all that ftood againft him, 
Will ye plead for Baal? will ye fave him? he that 
will plead for him, let him be put to death whilft ¢ 
zs yeé morning : if he Je agod, let him plead for him- 
felf, becaufe one hath caft down his altar. 

32 Therefore on that day he called him Jerubbaal, 
faying, Let Baal plead againft him, becaufe he hath 
thrown down his altar. 

33 @ Then all the Midianites and the Amalekites 
and the children of the eaft were gathered together, 
and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. 

34 But the Spirit of the Lorp came upon Gideon, 
and he blew a trumpet: and Abi-ezer was gathered 
after him. 


An angel fendeth Gideon to deliver them. 17 Gideon 






















angel, which are allmtraculoufly confumed with fire. 25 
Gideon deflroyeth Baal's altar and grove, and facrificeth 
upon an allar which he built untothe LORD, 28 The 
men of his city require him to be put to death ; his father 
defendeth him, and giveth him the name of Ferub-baal. 
33 Gideon gathercth an army to fight the Midianites. 


N D the children of Ifrael did evil in the fight 
of the Lorp: and the Lorp delivered them 
into the hand of Midian feven years. 

2 And the hand of Midian prevailed again Ifrael : 
and becaufe of the Midianites the children of Ifrael 
made them the dens which are in the mountains, and 
caves, and {trong holds. 

g And fo it was, when Ifrael had fown, that the 
Midianites came up, and the Amalekites, and the 
children of the caft, even they came up againft them; 

4 And they encamped againft them, and deftroyed 
the increafe of the earth, ull thou come unto Gaza, 
and left no fuftenance for Ifrael, neither fhecp, nor 
ox, nor afs. 

5 For they came up with their cattle and their 
tents, and they came as grafs-hoppers for multitude; 

for both they and their camels were without number: 
and they entered into the land to deftroy it. 

6 And Ifrael was greatly impoverifhed becaufe of 
the Midianites; and the children of I frael cried unto 
the Lorn, 

7 U And it came to pafs, when the children of Ifrael 
cried unto the Lorp becaufe of the Midianites, 

8 That the Lorn fent a prophet unto the children 
of Ifracl which faid untothem, Thus faith the Lorp 
God of Ifrael, I brought you up from Egypt, and 
brought you forth out of the houfe of bondage ; 

g And I delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all that oppreffed 
you, and drave them out from before you, and gave 
you their land; 

10 And I faid unto you, I am the Lorp yourGod; 
fear not the gods of the Amorites, in whofe land ye 
dwell: but ye have not obeyed my voice. 

11 G And there came an angel of the Lorn, and fat 
under an oak which wes in Ophrah, that pertained un- 
to Joafh the Abi-ezrite: and his fon Gideon threfhed 
wheat by the wineprefs, to hide zé from the Midianites. 

12 And the angel of the Lornp appeared unto 
him, and faid unto him, the Lorp is with thee, thou 
mighty man of valour. os 

13 And Gideon faid unto him, Oh my lord, if the 
Loxp be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? and 
where de all his miracles which our fathers told us of, 
faying, Did not the Lorp bring us up from Egypt? 
but now the Lorp hath forfaken us, and delivered 
us into the hands of the Midianites. 

14 And the Lorp looked upon him, and faid, Go 
inthis thy might, and thou fhalt fave Ifrael from 
the hand of the Midianites: have not I fent thee? 

15 And he faid unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith 
fhall I fave Ifrael? behold, my family zs poor in Ma- 
nafleh, and I am the Icaft in my father’s houfe. 

16 And the Lorp faid unto him, Surely I will be 
with thec, and thou fhalt {mite the Midianites as one 
man. 


17 And he faid unto him, If now I have found 
35 And 








15 Wherewsith foall I fave Ifracl? &c.] Gideon doth not reje& 
the commiffion, but modeftly declines it, contidering his own 
meannefs, in comparifon with many others. 

20 Take the fife, &c.| The angel did not take it, intending to 
turn it into a facrifice. 

24 Fehovabybalom, &c.]| Signifying, The Lord here pronounced 
peace to me, 

31 Foafh faid unto all that flood againf? him, Will ye plead for Baal, 
&c-] i.e. Will you take upon you to avenge his quarrel? If Baal 
bea real god, he will doubtlefs take care to vindicate his honour. 

32 Hecalled hia Ferubbaal, &c.} Which fignified an oppofer of 
Baal. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

4. Till thon come unto Gaza, &c.] |The Midianites made an uni- 
verfal devaftation, from one end of the country to the other, for 
they came from the eaft, and deftroyed all till they came to the 
weflern coaft, which was Gaza. 

8 Sent a prophct, &c-] In order to remind them of their duty, 
and to call them to repentance when they forfook him. This pro- 
phet gave the Ifraelites no hopes of divine affiftance, but only up- 
braided them with their fins; however, when he tells them that 
their calamities were occafioned by their idolatry, he plainly inti- 
mates, that if they would return to the worfhip of the true God, he 
woud again look gracioufly upon them, and not deftroy them. 

a\O- ZI. 


CHAP. VI. Gideon defiroyeth Baal’s altar and grove. 





The double fign granted to Gideon. 
Betare And he fent meffengers throughout all Manaf- 
CHEE? ara alfo was maiered after him: and he fent 
meffengers unto Afher, and unto Zebulun, and unto 
Naphtali; and they came up to mcet them. 

36 | And Gideon faid unto God, If thou wilt fave 
Ifrael by mine hand, as thou haft faid, 

37 Behold, I will puta fleece of wool in the floor ; 
and if the dew be on the fleece only, and it be dry 
upon all the earth defde, then fhall I know that thou 
wilt fave Hfrael by mine hand, as thou haft faid. 

38 And it was fo: for he rofe up early on the mor- 
row; and thruft the fleece together, and wringed the 
dew out of the fleece, a bow! full of water. 

39 And Gideon faid unto God, Let not thine an- 
ger be hot againft me, and I will fpeak but this once: 
let me prove, I pray thee, but this once with the 
fleece: let it now be dry only upon the flecce, and 
uponall the ground let there be dew. 

40 And God did fo that night: for it was dry upon 
the fleece only, and there was dew onall the ground. 


CHAP. VII. 


1 Gideon's army of two and thirty thoufand is by God’s 
direétion reduced to three bundred. 9g He is fent into 
the enemy’s camp by night, where he zs encouraged by 
hearing 2 dream told with its interpretation. 19 On his 
approach the Midianites are thrown inlo confufion and 
put to flight. 24 The Ephraimites take Oreb and 
Zeeb, and put them to death. 

HEN Jerubbaal, who zs Gideon, and all the 

people that were with him, rofe up early, and 
pitched befide the well of Harod: fo that the hoft 
ofthe Midianites were on the north fide of them, by 
the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 

2 And the Lorn faid unto Gideon, The people that 
arewith thee are too many for me to give the Midian- 
ites into their hands, left Ifrael vaunt themfelves 
againft me, faying, Mine own hand hath faved me. 

3 Now therefore go to, proclaim in the ears of the 
people, faying, Whofoever zs fearful and afraid, let 
him return and depart early from mount Gilead. 
And there returned of the people twenty and two 
thoufand ; and there remained ten thoufand. 

4 And the Lorpfaid unto Gideon, The people are 
yettoo many; bring them down unto the water, and I 
will try them for thee there: and it fhall be, that of 
whom I fay unto thee, This fhall go with thee, the fame 
fhall gowith thee; and of whomfoever I fay unto thee, 
This fhall not go with thee, the fame fhall not go. 

5 Sohe brought down the people unto the water : 
and the Lorp faid unto Gideon, Every one that lap~ 
peth of the water with his tongue as a dog lappeth, 
him fhalt thou fet by himfelf; likewife every one 
that boweth down upon his knees to drink. 

6 And the number of them that lapped, pusting 
their hand to their mouth, were three hundred men: 
but all the reft of the people bowed down upon their 
knees to drink water. 

7 And the Lorp faid unto Gideon, By the three 
hundred men that lapped will I fave you, and deliver 
the Midianites into thine hand: and let all the ofher 
people go every man unto his place. 

8 So the people took viftuals in their hand, and 


36 Lf thou wilt fave Ifrael by mine band, &c.] We are not to 
fuppofe that there was any doubt here of God’s intentions, for Gideon 
had already both feen and done enough to be affured of the divine 
affiftance; but he was moved to make the following requeft, perhaps 
for the fake of thofe who were to go with him, who poflibly enter- 
tained fears, 

37 Ifthe dew, &c-}] Both thefe miracles, oppofite to each other, 
difplay the ftate of the Jewith nation, which was for fome time 
moiftened with the dew of heaven (the knowledge and favour of the 
Almighty) when the reft of the world knew no fach refrefhment ; 
and is now deprived of that bleffing, when great part of the world 
is bleffed with the light of the gofpel. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 


We here fee from God’s raifing up Gideon for the deliverance of 
his people, that though he {uffers his people fometimes to be re- 


JUDGES. The Midcanites routed by Gideon’s frratagem. 


Before 


their trumpets: and he fent all the reft of Ifrael EVEN) uate 
> 


man unto his tenr, and retained thofe three hundred 
men: and the hoft of Midian was beneath him in 
the valley. 

QI And it came to pafs the fame night, that the 
Loxp faid unto him, Arife, get thee down unto the 
hoft ; for I have delivered it into thine hand. 

10 But if thou fear to go down, go thou with 
Phurah thy fervant down to the hoft : 

11 And thou fhalt hear what they fay ; and after- 
ward fhall thine hands be ftrengthened to go down 
unto the hoft. Then went he down with Phurah 
his fervant unto the outfide of the armed men that 
were in the hoft. 

12 And the Midianites and the Amalekites and all 
the children of the eaft lay along in the valley like 
grafshoppers for multitude; and their camels were 
without number, as the fand by the fea fide for mul- 
titude. 

13 And when Gideon was come, behold, there was 
a man that told a dream unto his fellow, and faid, 
Behold, I dreamed a dream, and, Io, a cake of barley 
bread tumbled into the hoft of Midian, and came 
unto atent, and {mote it that it fell, and overturned 
it, that the tent lay along. 

14 And his fellow anfwered and faid, This zs no- 
thing elfe fave the {word of Gideon the fon of Joath, 
a man of Ifrael : for into his hand hath God delivered 
Midiar, and all the hoft. 

15 And it was fo, when Gideon heard the telling 
of the dream, and the interpretation thereof, that he 
worfhipped, and returned into the hoft of Ifrael, and 
faid, Arife, for the Lorn hath delivered into your 
hand the hoft of Midian. 

16 2 And he divided the three hundred men znéo 
three companies, and he put a trumpet inevery man’s 
hand, with empty pitchers, and lamps within the 
pitchers. . 

17 And he faid unto them, Look on me, and do 
likewife: and, behold, when I come to the outfide of 
the camp, it fhall be ¢hat, as I do, fo fhall ye do. 


18 When I blow with a trumpet, I and all that’ 


are with me, then blow ye the trumpets alfo on every 
fide of all the camp, and fay, The fword of the Lorp, 
and of Gideon. 

19 § So Gideon and the hundred men that were 
with him, came unto the outfide of the camp in the 
beginning of the middle watch; and they had but 
newly fet the watch: and they blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers that were in their hands. 

20 And the three companies blew the trumpets, 
and brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in their 
left hands, and the trumpets in their right hands to 
blow withal: and they cried, The {word of the Lorn, 
and of Gideon. , 

21 And they ftood every man in his place round 
about the camp: and all the hoft ran, and cried, and 
fled. 

22 And the three hundred blew the trumpets, and 
the Lorp fet every man’s {word againft his fellow, 
even throughout all the hoft: and the hoft flcd to 
Beth-fhittah in Zererath, and to the border of Abel- 
meholah, unto Tabbath. 

23 And 


duced to great extremities for their fins, yet he will never forfake 
them ; and from the great zeal of Gideon, we may gather, that 
God proteéts thofe who do their duty, fince noevil happened 
to Gideon for deftroying the altar of Baal. ; 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VII. 

11 The outfide of the armed men, &e.) i. c. To the out-guards, 
who feem to have confifted of fifty; fo the Septuagine think the 
original word fignifies. 

16 He put a trumpet in every man’s hand, &c.] In order by the 
found of fo many trumpets, to make the appearance of a large and 
numerous army. 

19 fu the beginning of the middle watch, &c.] Obvious are the 
reafons why Gideon chofe this part of the night todoit in; becaufe 
the trumpets then would feem to found Jouder, and the lights to 
fhine brighter, and fo both increafe the confternation of the enemy, 
and conceal the fmallnefs of his own army. 

24 Take 


dedg, 





VIll. Succoth and Penuel are chaftifed. 


Oreb and Zeeb taken and Jian. CHAP. 





‘Before 23 And the men of Ifrael gathered themfelves to- {all that were left of all the hoft of the children of Before 
CHRIST ,ether out of Naphtali, and out of Ather, and out of || the eaft : for there fell an hundred and twenty thou- one 


149 Ol Manaffeh, and purfued after the Midianites. fand men that drew f{word. 


. and purfued Midian, and brought the heads of Oreb 


24 J And Gideon fent meffengers throughout all 
mount Ephraim, faying, Come down againft the 
Midianites, and take before them the waters unto 
Beth-barah and Jordan. Then all the men of 
Ephraim gathered themfelves together, and took the 
waters unto Beth-barah and Jordan. acl 

24 And they took two princes of the Midianites, 
Oreb and Zeeb ; and they flew Oreb upon the rock 
Oreb, and Zeeb they flew at the wineprefs of Zeeb, 



























and Zeeb to Gideon on the other fide Jordan. 


CHAP. VIII. 


1 The Ephraimites are offended with Gideon: he pact, fieth 
them. 4 The men of Succoth and Penuel infolently re~ 

' fufe relief to Gideon’s army. 10 Zebah and Zalmunna 
are taken prifoners. 13 Succoth and Penuel are chaf~ 
tifed. 18 Gideon revengeth the death of his brethren on 
Zebah and Zalmunna. 22 He refufeth the government 
which the people offer him, but afketh for the ear-rings 
of their prey, whereof he maketh an ephod: which be- 
cometh a caufe of idolatry. 28 Midvan is totally fub- 
duced. 29 Gideon's children. 32 His death, and the 
fubfequent idolatry and ingratitude of the Lfraclites. 


A ND the men of Ephraim faid unto him, Why 
haft thou ferved us thus, that thou calledft us 
not, when thou wenteft to fight with the Midianites ? 
And they did chide with him fharply. a4 
2 And he faid unto them, What have I done now in 
comparifon of you? Js not the gleaning of the grapes 
of Ephraim better than the vintage of Abi-ezer? 

3 God hath delivered into your hands the princes 
of Midian, Oreb and Zeeb: and what was I able to 
do in’ comparifon of you? Then their anger was 
abated toward him, when he had faid that. 

4 @ And Gideon came to Jordan, and palfed over, 
he, and the three hundred men that were with him, 
faint, yet purfuing them. 

5 And he faid unto the men of Succoth, Give, I 
pray you, loaves of bread unto the people that fol- 
low me; for they de faint, and I am purfuing after 
Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian. 

6 And the princes of Succoth faid, Are the hands 
of Zebah and Zalmunna now in thine hand, that 
we fhould give bread unto thine army ? 

7 And Gideon faid, Therefore when the Lorp 
hath delivered Zebah and Zalmunna into mine 
hand, then I will tear your flefh with the thorns of 
the wildernefs and with briers. 

8 And he went up thence to Penuel, and fpake 
unto them likewife: and the men of Penuel anfwered 
him as the men of Succoth had anfwered him. 

g And he fpake alfo unto the men of Penuel, 
faying, When I come again in peace, I will break 
down this tower. 

10 & Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor, 
and their hofts with them, about fiftcen thoufand men, 


24 Take before them the waters, &c.] Gideon would have 
them make fuch hafte as to poffefs themfelves of the fords before the 
Midianites could draw near. 

25 Brought the heads of Oreb and Zech to Gideon, &c-| So Pompey’s 
head, in after-times, was offered to Ca:far, and Cicero’s to Marc 
Antony. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIL. 
Vie have here vifible tokens of the power of God, who often docs 
his work by means that appear very weak ; that he deftroys the 
wicked, and the enemies of his church, by themfelves ; and that, 
after having chaftened and afflicted it fora time, he never fails to 
come to it’s relief. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VII. 

2 ds net the gleaning of the grapes of Ephraim beticr than the vintage 
of Abi-exer 2] Or, in other words, Thefe fcattered parties, that you 
have gleaned and picked up at the fords of Jordan, are far more than 
thofe which T and my men have deftroyed. 


11 And Gideon went up by the way of them that 
dwelt in tents on the eaft of Nobah and Jogbehah, 
and {mote the hoft: for the hoft was fecure. 

12 And when Zebah and Zalmunna fled, he pur- 
fued after them, and took the two kings of Midian,.. 
Zebah and Zalmunna, and difcomfited all the hoft. 

13 I And Gideon the fon of Joafh returned from 
battle before the fun was up, 

14 And caught a young man of the men of Suc- 
coth, and enquired of him: and he defcribed unto 
him the princes of Succoth, and the elders thereof, 
even threefcore and feventeen men. 

15 And he came unto the men of Succoth, and 
faid, Behold Zebah and Zalmunna with whom ye 
did upbraid me, faying, Are the hands of Zebah and 
Zalmunna now in thine hand, that we fhould give 
bread unto thy men ¢hat are weary ? 

16 And he took the elders of the city, and thorns 
of the wildernefs and briers, and with theni he taught 
the men of Succoth. 

17 And he beat down the tower of Pentel, and 
flew the men of the city. 

18 @ Then faid he unto Zebah and Zalmunna, 
What manner of men were they whom ye flew at Ta- 
bor ? And they anfwered, As thou art, fo were they ; 
each one refembled the children of a king. 

1g And he faid, They weve my brethren, even the 
fons of my mother: as the Lor» liveth, if ye had 
faved them alive, I would not flay you. 

20 And he faid unto Jether his firftborn, Up, end 
flay them. But the youth drew not his fword : for 
he feared, becaufe he was yet a youth. 

21 Then Zebah and Zalmunna faid, Rife thou, 
and fall upon us: foras the man 3s, /6 7s his ftrength. 
And Gideon arofe, and flew Zebah and Zalmunna, 
and took away the ornaments that were on their 
camels’ necks. 

22 @ Then the men of Ifrael faid unto Gideon, 
Rule thou over us, both thou, and thy fon, and thy 
fon’s fon alfo: for thou haft delivered us from the 
hand of Midian. 

23 And Gideon faid unto them, I will not rule 
over you, neither fhall my fon rule over you: the 
Loko fhall rule over you. 

24 And Gideon faid unto them, I would defire a 
requeft of you, that ye would give me everyman the 
ear-rings of his prey. (For they had golden ear- 
rings, becaufe they were Ifhmaelites.) 

25 And they anfwered, We will willingly give 
them. And they fpread a garment, and did caft there- 
in every man the ear-rings of his prey. 

26 And the weight of the golden ear-rings that he 
requefted was a thoufand and feven hundred /hehels 
of gold; befide ornaments, and collars, and purple 
raiment that was on-the kings of Midian, and befide 
the chains that weve about their camels’ necks. 

27 And Gideon made an ephod thereof, and put it 
in his city, even in Ophrah: and all Ifrael went thither 

a whoring 


ee a 

3 Whatwas I able to do in comparifon of youn? &c.] The modelty 
and prudence of Gideon were as confpicuons in this inftance, as his 
faith and courage had been in the former: thefe qualities conftitute 
a truly great man, who never rifes fo high, or shines fo bright, as 
when, with humility he treats infolence, and anger with meeknefs. 

15 Ave the hands of Zcbal: and Zalmunna, &c.] Here Gideon re- 
peats their own words, to reproach them with their inhuman ufage 
when he was in diftrefs, and had done fuch wonders for the prefer- 
yation of their lives. 

17 And fleay the men of the city.] Inalllikelihood by ‘* the men 
of the city,” are meant ‘only the principal perfons in it, who fied 
into the tower perhaps for fafety. (knowing their own guilt, and the 
danger they were in of fuffering for it) and were there deftroyed. 

19 I would not flay yox.] For as they were not of the race of 
Canaan, he was not obliged by the law to deftroy them. 

24 Becaufe they were Ifbmaclites.] We find the Ifhmaelites and 
the Midianites were fo near neighbours, and fo mixed together, that. 
the Scripture fpeaks of them as one people. 


4 33 Baale 


Ce a enema 


Abumelech by a confprracy wmadeking, [UU DGES. Fotham's parable of the trees, 






















gcc a whoring after it: which thing becamea [nare unto 8 The trees went forth on @ time to anoint a king _Betore 
1249, Gideon, and to his houfe. over them; and they faid unto the olive tree, Reign HRI sp 
28 { Thus was Midian fubdued before the chil- }} thou over us. Tr09, 
dren of Ifrael, fo that they lifted up their heads no 9 But the olive trec faid unto them, Should I leave 
more. And the country was in quictnefs forty ycars J} my fatnefs, wherewith by me they honour God and 
in the days of Gideon. man, and go to be promoted over the trees? 
29 9 And Jerubbaal the fon of Joath went and 10 And the trees faid to the fig-tree, Come thou, 
dwelt in his own houfe. and reign ovcr us. 
30 And Gidcon had threefcore and ten fons of his 11 But the fig-tree faid unto them, Should I for- 
body begotten: for he had many wives. fake my fweetnefs, and my good fruit, and go to be 
1 And his concubine that was in Shechem, fhe [|] promoted over the trees? 
alfo bare him a fon, whofe name he called Abimelcch. 12 ‘Then faid the trees unto the vine, Come thou, 
32 & And Gideon the fon of Joafh died ina good |{ aud reign over us. 
old age, and was buried in the fepulchre of Joath his 13 And the vine faid unto them, Should I leave 
father, in Ophrah of the Abi-ezrites. my wine, which cheereth God and man, and go to 
33 And it came to pafs, as foon as Gideon was || be promoted over the trees ? 
dead, that the children of Ifrael turned again, and 14 Then faid all the trees unto the bramble, Come 
went a whoring after Baalim, and made Baal-berith {{ thou and reign over us. 
their god. 15 And the bramble faid unto the trees, If in truth 
34 And the children of Ifrael remembered not f] ye anoint mc king over you, shen come and put your 
the Loxp their God, who had delivered them out {J truft in my fhadow: and if not, let fire come out of 
of the hands of all their enemies on every fide: the bramble, and devour the cedars of Lebanon. 
35 Neither fhewed thcy kindnefs to the houfe of 16 Now therefore, if ye have done truly and fin~ 
Jerubbaal, namely, Gideon, according to all the ff cercly, in that ye have made Abimelech king, and 
goodnefs which he had fhewed unto I frael. if ye have dealt well with Jerubbaal and his houfe, 
; and have done unto him according to the defervin 
CHAP. IX. of his hands ; . : 
x Abimelech confptring, with the Shechemztes, murdereth 17 (Kor my father fought for you, and adventur~ 
his brethren, and is made hing. 7 Fetham’s parable ed his Jife far, and delivcred you out of the hand 
of the trees, whereby he reproacheth the men of Shechem of Midian: . : 
coith ingratitude, and foretelleth their ruin. 22 The 18 And ye are rifen up againft my father’s houfe 
Shechemites confpire with Gaal ogainft Abimelech. 30 this day, and have flain his fons, threefcore and ten 
Zebul fendeth Abimelech notice thereof 3 34 who over- perfons, upon one ftone, and have made Abimelech, 
cometh them, and foweth their city with fall. 46 The the fon of his maidfervant, king over the men of 
Shechemites retire to an hold of the god Berith, and are |¥ Shechem, becaufe he is your brother 3) . 
burned therein. 50 Abimelech is flain at Thebez. 56 1g If ye then have dealt truly and fincerely with 
Fotham’s curfe is Fulfilled. _Jerubbaal and with his houfe this.day, then rejoice 
ye in Abimelech, and Ict him alfo rejoice in you: 
1209. ND Abimelech the fon of Jerubbaal went to 20 Butif not, let fire come out from Abimelech, 
Shechem unto his mother’s brethren, and com- |# and devour the men of Shechem, and the houfe of 
muned with them, and with all the family of the houfe |f Millo; and let fire come out from the men of She~ 
of his mother’s father, faying, chem, and from the houfe of Millo, and devour 
2 Speak, I pray you, in the ears of all the men of |] Abimelech. 
Shechem, Whether 7s better for you either that all 21 And Jotham ran away, and fled, and went to 
the fons of Jerubbaal, which are threefcore and ten {j Beer, and dwelt there, for fear of Abimclech his 
perfons, reign over you, or that one reign over you? |} brother. 
22 I When Abimelech had reigned three years 4206. 


remember alfo that I am your bone and your flefh. 

And his mother’s brethren fpake of him in the 
ears-of all the men of Shechem all thefe words: and 
their hearts inclined to follow Abimelech ; for they 
faid, He zs our brother. 

4 And they gave him threefcore and ten gieces of 
filver out of the houfe of Baal-berith, wherewith 
Abimelech hired vain and light perfons, which fol- 
Jowed him. ' 

5 And he went unto his father’s houfe at Ophrah, 
and flew his brethren the fons of Jerubbaal, Jeng 
threefcore and ten perfons, upon one ftone ; not 
withftanding yet Jotham the youngeft fon of Jerub- 
baal was left; for he hid himfelf. 

6 And all the men of Shechem gathered together, 
and all the houfe of Millo, and went, and made Abi- 
melech king, by the plain of the pillar that was in 
Shechem. 

7 | And when they told zt to Jotham, he went 
and ftood in the top of mount Gerizim, and lifted 
up his voice, and cried, and faid unto them, Heark- 
en unto me, ye men of Shechem, that God may 


hearken unto you. 


over Ifrael, 

23 Then God fent an evil fpirit between Abime. 
lech and the menof Shechem; and the men of She 
chem dealt treacheroufly with Abimelech: 

24 That the cruelty done to the threefcore and ten 
fons of Jerubbaal might come, and their blood be 
laid upon Abimelech their brother, which flew them; 
and upon the men of Shechem, which aided him in 
the killing of his brethren. 

25 And the men of Shechem fet licrs in wait for 
him in the top of the mountains, and they robbed all 
that came along that way by them: and it was told 
Abimelech. 

26 And Gaal} the fon of Ebed came with his bre- 

-thren, and went over to Shechem: and the men of 
Shechem put their confidence in him. 
27 And they went out into the fields, and gathered 
‘their vineyards, and trode the grapes, and made mer- 
‘ry; and went into the houfe of their god, and did 
eat and drink, and curfed Abimelech. 

28 And Gaal the fon of Ebed faid, Who7sAbime- 
tech, and who zs Shechem, that we fhould ferve him? 

25 
















2 





EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. IX. 

8 The trees went forth on a time, &.|  Viere is the firft fable that 
we find any where upon record; and heuce it appears, thar fuch 
fictions as thefe, whercin the mot feriaus truths are reprefented, were 
in ufe among the Jews (as they ave ftill in the eaftern countries) long 
before the time of Eiop, or any other fimilar author. 

9 Wherewsith hy me they burr God and man, &c.) Oil was offered 


j in facrifice to God, and priefts and kings wereanoinied with ir. 
29 Hiuid 


33 Baal-berith, &c.] The name of the god who prefided over 
covenants and councils. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VII 
We not-enly {ce in this chapter the happy fuccefs God granted to 

Gideon; his piety and humility; but alfo his fault in making an 

ephod, which proved an occafion of idolatry, and the ruin of his 

family. _ ws 
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“ferve the men of Hamor the father of Shechem: for 
why fhould we ferve him ? 

29 And would to God this people were under my 
hand! then would I remove Abimelech. And he faid 
to Abimelech, Increafe thine army, and come out. 

30 | And when Zebul the ruler of the city heard 

the words ofGaal the fon ofEbed,hisanger was kindled. 

31 And he fent meffengers unto Abimelech pri- 
vily, faying, Behold, Gaal the fon of Ebed and his 
brethren be come to Shechem; and, behold, they 
fortify the city againft thee. 

32 Now therefore up by night, thou and the peo- 
ple that zs with thee, and lie in waitin the field: 

33 -\nd it fhall be, that in the morning, as foon as 
the fin isup, thou fhalt rife early, and fet upon the 
city: and, behold, when he and the people that 7s 
with him come out againit thee, then mayeft thou do 
to them as thou fhalt find occafion. 

34 And Abimelech rofe up, and all the people that 
were with him, by night, and they laid wait againf 
Shechem in four companics. 

35 And Gaal the fon of Ebed went out, and ftood 
in the entering of the gate of the city: and Abime- 
lech rofe up, and the people that were with him, from 
Iying fn wait. 

36 And when Gaal faw the people, he faid to Ze- 
bul, Behold, there come people down from the top of 
the mountains. And Zebul faid unto him, Thou feeft 
the fhadow of the mountains as z7f they were men. 


37 And Gaal fpake again and faid, See there come} 
people down by the middle of the land, and another } 


company come along by the plain of Meonenim. 


38 Then faid Zebul unto him, Where zs now thy | 


mouth, wherewith thou faidft, Who zs Abimelech, that 
we thould ferve him? zs not this the people that thou 
haft defpifed? go out, I pray now,and fight with them. 

39 And Gaal went out before the men of Shechem, 
and fought with Abimelech. 

40 And Abimelech chafed him, and he fled be- 
fore him, and many were overthrown and wounded, 
even unto the entering of the gate. 

4i And Abimclech dwelt at Arumah: and Zebul 


thruft out Gaal and his brethren, that they fhould | 


not dwell in Shechem. 


42 And itcame to pafs onthe morrow,that the peo- | 


ple went out into the field; and they told Abimelech. 
43 And he took the people, and divided them into 
three companics,and laid wait in the field,and looked, 
and, bchold, the people were come forth out of the 
city; and he rofe up againft them, and {mote them. 
44 And Abimelech, and the company that was with 
him, rufhed forward, and ftood in the entering of the 
gate of thecity : and the twoother companies ran upon 
all the people that were in the fields, and flew them. 


45 And Abimelech fought againft the city all that | 


day; and he took the city, and ficw the people that was 
thercin, and beat down the city, and fowedit with falt. 

46 UI And when all the men of the tower of She- 
chem heard (hai, they entered into an hold of the 
houfe of the god Berith. 

47 And it was told Abimelech, that all the men of 
the tower of Shechem were gathered together. 

48 And Abimelech gat him up to mount Zalmon, 
he and all the people that were with him; and Abi- 
melech tookan ax in his hand, and cutdowna bough 


29 Wold Lvensve Abinelech, did he fnd. &.|]  Vhis was all 
faid in the abfence of Abimelech, ata drunken feaft, when Gaal 
boaiicd how he would challenge and remove him. 

a8 Where ic now thy mouth, Sc.) ZGebul new pulls off the mk, 
and upbraids him with the brags and boaftings he had made. 

44. lad flead iu the entericg of the gate of the city, &e.] Abimelech 
by this politic conduét, prevented thofe who were in the fields from 
getting into the city, and thofe who were in the city from coming 
out to their relief. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX. 


We here fee, in the cafe of Abimelech, how the curfe of God 
No. 22. 


CHA. P. xX. 




















from the trees, and took it, and laid zt on his fhould 
and faid unto the people that were with him, What ye 
have feen me do, make hafte, and do as I have donc. 

. 49 And all the people likewife cur down every 
man his bough, and followed Abimelech, and put 
them to the hold, and fet the hold on fire upon them; 
fo that all the men of the tower of Shechem died 
alfo, about a thoufand men and women. 

50 § Then went Abimelech to Thebez, and en- 
camped againft Thebez, and took it. 

51 But there was a ftrong tower within the city, 
and thither fled all the men and women, and all they 
of the city, and fhut 2 to them, and gat them up to 
the top of the tower. 

§2 -\nd Abimelech came unto the tower, and 
fought againft it, and went hard unto the door of the 
tower to burn it with fire. 

53 -And a certain woman caft a piece ofa milftone 
upon Abimelech’s head, andall to break his fcull. 

§4 Then he called haftily unto the young man his 
armourbearer, and faid untohim, Draw thy fword, and 
flay me, that men fay not of me, A woman flew him. 
And his young man thruft him through, and he died. 

55 And when the men of I frael faw that Abimelech 
was dead, they departed every man unto his place. 

56 & Thus God rendered the wickednefs of Abi- 
melech, which he did unto his father, in flaying his 
feventy brethren: 

67 And all the evil of the men of Shechem did 
God render upon their head: and upon them came 
the curfe of Jotham the fon of Jerubbaal. 


C H A PP. X. 


1 Lola judgeth Lfrael ; 3 and after him Fair, whofe thir- 
ty fons had thirty cities. 6 Lhe children of Ifracl fall 
again into idolatry, and are oppreffed by the Philiflines 
and Ammonites. 10 They cry unto God, and are fent 
by him for help unto their falfe gods. 15 Upon their 
repentance he pitieth them. 17 They affemble and con- 
Sult about choofing a head. 


ND after Abimelech there arofe to defend Ifrael 

Tola the fon of Puah, the fon of Dodo; a man 

of Iffachar; and he dweltin Shamir inmount Ephraim. 

2 And he judged I frael twenty and three years, and 
died, and was buried in Shamir. 

3 4 And after him arofe Jair, a Gileadite, and 
judged Ifrael twenty and two years. 

4 And he had thirty fons that rode on thirty afs 
colts, andthey had thirty cities, which are called Ha- 
voth-jairunto this day,whicharein the land of Gilead. 

§ And Jair died, and was buried in Camon. 

64 And the children of Ifrael did evil again in 
the fight of the Lorp, and ferved Baalim, and Afh- 
taroth, and the gods of Syria, and the gods of Zidon, 
and the gods of Moab, and the gods of the children 
of Ammon, and the gods of the Philiftines, and for- 
fookt he Lorp, and ferved not him, 

7 Andthe anger of the Lorp was hot againft If 
rael, and he fold them into the hands of the Philif- 
tines, and into the hands of the children of Ammon. 

8 And that year they vexed and oppreffed the 
children of Ifrael eighteen years, all the children of 
Ifrael that were on the other fide Jordan in the land 
ofthe Amorites, which zs in Gilead. 

g Moreover the children of Ammon paffed over 


| Jordan to fight alfo againft Judah, and againft Ben- 


jamin, 


overtakes unjuft and crue] men, and how he brings them at laft 
to an evil end, after having granted them good fuccefs, and made 
ufe of them for the chaftifement of other perfons. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XK. 

1 After Abimclech, &c.] Abimelech is not to be looked upon as 2 
judge or king, butin his true character, as an ufurper, who took 
upon him to alter the divine government, making himfelf king. 

7 He fold them into the hands of the Philiftincs, audinto the hands of the 
childien of Ammon.) In the eaft the Ammonites diftreffed them, and 
in the weft the Philiftinesatracked them. Thcir-idolatry. being:in- 
creafed, their punifhment became double, 

35 16 His 
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Ifrael was fore diftreffed. 

ro % Andthe children of Ifrael criedunto the Lorn, 
faying, We have finned againft thee, both becaule we 
have forfaken our God, and alfo ferved Baalim. 

rr And the Lorp faid unto the children of Ifrael, 
Did not J deliver you from the Egyptians, and from 
the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, and from 
the Philiftines ? 

12 The Zidonians alfo, and the Amalekites, and 
the Maonites, did opprefs you; and yc cried to inc, 
and I delivered you out of their hand. 

13 Yet ye have forfaken me, and ferved other 
gods: wherefore I will deliver you no more. 

14 Goand cry unto the gods which ye have chofen; 
let them deliver you in the time of your tribulation. 

15 And thechildren of Ifrael {aid unto the Lorp, 
We have finned: dothou unto us whatfoever feemeth 
good unto thee; deliver us only, we pray thec, this 
day. 

6And they put away the ftrange gods from among 
them, and ferved the Lorn: and his foul was grieved 
for the mifery of Ifrael. 

17 @ Then the children of Ammon were gathered 
together, and encamped in Gilead. And the chil- 
dren of Ifrael affembled themfelves together, and 
encamped in Mizpeh. : 

18 And the people and princes of Gilead faid one 
to another, What man ¢s he that will begin to fight 
againft the children of Ammon? he fhall be head 
over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 


CHAP. XI. 


1 Fephthah, the fon of Gilead by a flrange woman, 15 
Eup ee by his Seeineen: 4 At the break- 
ing out of the war the elders of Gilead fue to him to 
command them, and covenant to make him their head. 
12 His embaffy to the king of Ammon, which proveth 
fruitlefi. 29 His vow. 32 He overcometh the Am- 
monites. 34 His daughter cometh to mect him, with 
whom he doeth according to his vow. 

NY Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man 

of valour, and he was the fon of an harlot: 
and Gilead begat Jephthah. ‘ 

2 And Gilead’s wife bare him fons; and his wife’s 
fons grew up, and they thruft out Jephthah, and faid 
unto him, Thou fhalt not inheritin our father’s houfe; 
for thou a7t the fon of a ftrange woman. 

3 Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt 
in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain 
men to Jephthah, and went out with him. 

4.4 And it came to pafs in procefs of time, that 
the children of Ammon made war againft Hrael. 

5 And it was fo, that when the children of Ammon 
made war againft Ifrael, the elders of Gilead went to 
fetch Jephthah out of the land of Tob: 

6 And they faid unto Jephthah, Come, and be our 
captain, that we may fight with thechildren of Ammon. 

7 And Jephthah faid unto the children of Gilead, 
Did not ye hate me, and expel me out of my father’s 
houfe ? and why are ye come unto me now when ye 
are in diftrefs ? 

8 And the elders of Gilead faid unto Jephthah, 
Therefore we turn againto thee now, that thou mayeft 
go with us, and fight againft the children of Ammon, 
and be our head over all the inhabitants of Gilead. 


NS 
16 His foul was grieved for the mifery of Ifrael.] Grief, properly 


. fo called, cannot belong to the divine nature, the meaning is, he 


quite altered his former intentions, and in much mercy refolved 
to deliver them upon their repentance. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, X. 

It is evident from this chapter, that though God corretts thofe who 
offend him; yet as the firft motions of repentance which finners 
feel in their affliftion, are not always fincere, therefore God does 
not hear themimmedietely, nor pardon them till he fees they are 

- hunibled really and truly. 


ook, jamin, and againft the houfe of Ephraim; fo that] 


ye bring me home again to fight againft the childro: 
of Ammon, and the Lorv deliver them before me, 
fhall I be your head? 

10 And the elders of Gilead faid unto Jephthah, 
The Lop be witnefs between us, if we do not fo 
according to thy words. 

11 Then Jephthah went with the clders of Gilead, 
and the people made him head and captain over 
them: and Jephthah uttered all his words before the 
Lorp in Mizpeh. 

12 G And Jephthah fent meffengers unto the king 
of the children of *mmon, faying, What hafk thou 
to do with me, that thou art come againft me to fight 
in my land? 

13 And the king of the children of Ammon anfwer- 
ed unto the meffengers of Jephthah, Becaufe Ifracl 
took away my land,when they came up out of Egypr, 
from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and unto Jordan: 
now therefore reftore thofe /ands again peacewbly. 

14 And Jephthah fent meffengers ayain unto the 
king of the children of Ammon: 

15 And faid unto him, Thus faid Jephthah, Ifracl 
took not away the land of Moab, nor the land of the 
children of Ammon: 

16 But when Ifrael came up from Egypr, and walk- 
ed through the wildernefs unto the Red fea, and 
came to Kadefh ; 


17 Then Ifrael fent meffengers unto the king of 1143, 


Edom, faying, Let me, I pray thce, pafs through thy 
land: butthe king of Edomwoul'd not hearken- hereto, 
And in like manner they fent unto the king of Moab, 
but he would not coufent: and Ifrael abode in Kadeth. 

18 And they went along through the wilderned{s, 
and compaffed the land of Edom, and the land of 


Moab, and came by the eaft fide of the land of 


Moab, and pitched onthe other fideo! Arnon, but 
came not within the border of Moab: for Arnon 
was the border of Moab. 

1g And Ifrael fent meffengers unto Sihon king of 
the Amorites, the king of Hefhbon; and Ifrael faid 
unto him, Let us pafs, we pray thee, through thy 
land, into my place. 

20 ButSihon trufted not Ifrael to pafs through his 
coaft: but Sihon gathered all his people together, 
and pitched in Jahaz, and fought againft Ifrael. 

21 And the Lorpb God of Ifrael delivered Sihon 
and all his people into the hand of Ifrael, and they 
{mote them: fo Ifrae]l poffeffed all the land of the 
Amorites, the inhabitants of that country. 

22 And they poffeffed all the coafts of the Amo- 
rites, from Arnon even unto Jabbok, and from the 
wildernefs even unto Jordan. 

23 So now the Loxp God of Ifrael hath difpoffeff- 
ed the Amorites from before his people Ifrael, and 
fhouldeft thou poffefs it? 

24 Wilt not thou poffefs that which Chemofh thy 
god giveth thee to poffefs? So whomfoever the 
Lorp our God fhall drive out from before us, them 
will we poffefs. 

25 And now ar¢ thou any thing better than Balak 
the fon of Zippor king of Moab? did he ever ftrive 
againft Ifrael, or did he ever fight againft them, 

26 While Ifrael dwelt in Hefhbon and her towns, 
and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that 
be along by the coafts of Arnon, three hundred years? 

why 
Se 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 


1 The for of an harlot, &c.] Some underftand by this word a 
ftranger; others an hoftefs, as Rahab was. 

Why are ye come unto me now when ye are in difrefs?] Or, what 
reafon have you to expeét that I fhould hearken unto you, fince 1 
know it is only your diftrefs which moves you to recal me? 

17 Lrael abode in Kade/o.| ‘That is, Ifracl bore with the affronts, 
and abftained from all violence. 
21 Irael poffeffed all the land of the Arcrites, &c.J Ufrael did not 
difpoffefs the Moabites, but the Amorites, 
29 The 
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Sephthah’s rafh vow. 


Betore why therefore did ye not recover them within that CHAP. XII oes 
Ck time ? as 1 The Ephraimites quarrel with Fephthah ; are fmilten 1143. 
27 Wherefore I have not finned againft thee, but by the Gileadites, and, being difcerned Ly the word 


CHA P. XIL The Ephraimites fmitien by the Gileadites. 




























Shibboleth, are flain m great numbers. 7 Fephthah 
dicth. 8 Ibzan, who had thirty fons and thirty daugh- 
ters, judgeth Ifrael; 11 after him Elon ; 13 and Ab- 
don, who had forly fons and thirty nephews. 
Ane themen of Ephraim gathered themfelves to- 
gether, and went northward, and faid unto Jeph- 
thah, Wherefore paffedft thou overto fight againft the 
children of Ammon, and didft not call us to go with 
thee ? we will burn thine houfe upon thce with fire. 

2 And Jephthah faid unto them, I and my people 
were at great ftrife with the children of Ammon ; and 
when I called you, ye delivered me not out of their 
hands. 

3 And when I faw that ye delivered me not, I put 
my life in my hands, and paffed over againft the 
children of Ammon, and the Lorp delivercd them 
into my hand: wherefore then are ye come up unto 
me this day, to fight again{ft me ? 

4 Then Jephthah gathered together all the men 
of Gilead, and fought with Ephraim: and the men 
of Gilead fmote Ephraim, becaufe they faid, Ye 
Gileadites are fugitives of Ephraim among the 
Ephraimites, and among the Manaffites. 

5 And the Gileadites took the paffages of Jordan 
before the Ephraimites: and it was fo, that when 
thofe Ephraimites which were efcaped faid, Let me 
go over; that the men of Gilead faid unto him, Art 
thou an Ephraimite ? If he faid, Nay; 

6 Then faid they unto him, Say now Shibboleth: 
and he faid Sibboleth: for he could not frame to 
pronounce zé right. Then they took him, and flew 
him at the paffages of Jordan: and there fell at that 
time of the Ephraimites forty and two thoufand. 


thou doeft me wrong to war againft me: the Lorp 
the Judge be judge this day between the children of 
Jfrael and the children of Ammon. 

28 Howbeit the king of the children of Ammon 
hearkened not unto the words of Jephthah which 
he fent him. 

29 I Thenthe Spirit of the Lorpcame upon Jeph- 
thah, and he paffed over Gilead, and Manaffeh, and 

affed over Mizpeh of Gilead, and from Mizpeh ot 
Gilead he paffed over unto the children of Ammon. 
go And Jephthah vowed a vowunto the Lorp, and 
faid, If thou fhalt without fail deliver the children of 
Ammon into mine hands, 

31 Then it fhall be, that whatfoever cometh forth of 
the doors of my houfe to meet me, when I return in 
peace from the children of Ammon, fhall furely 
be the Lorp’s, and I will offer it up for a burnt 
offering. 

32 9 So Jephthah palfed over unto the children 
of Ammon to fight againft them; and the Lorp 
delivered them into his hands. 

33 And he fmote them from Aroer, even till 
thou come to Minnith, even twenty cities, and unto 
the plain of the vineyards, with avery great {laughter. 
‘Thus the children of Ammon were fubdued before 
the children of Ifrael. 

34 § And Jephthah came to Mizpeh unto his 
houfe, and, behold, his daughter came out to meet 
him with timbrels and with dances: and fhe was his 
only child; befide her he had neither fon nor 
daughter. 

35 Andit came to pafs, when he faw her, that he 
rent his cloaths, and faid, Alas, my daughter! thou 


haft brought me very low, and thou art one of them 7 9 And Jephthah judged Ifrael fix years. 1137 
thattrouble me: for I have opened my mouth unto |{ Then died Jephthah the Gileadite, and was buried 
the Loxp, and I cannot go back. . in one of the cities of Gilead. 

36 And fhe faid unto him, My father, if thou haft 8 @ And after him Ibzan of Bethlehem judged 
opened thy mouth unto the Lorn, do to me accord- |] Ifrael. 
ing to that which hath proceeded out of thy mouth ; g Andhehad thirty fons and thirty daughters, whom 
forafmuch as the Lorp hath taken vengeance for thee {{ he fent abroad, and took in thirty daughters from 
of thine enemies, even of the children of Ammon. abroad for hisfons. Andhe judged I frael fevenyears. 

37 And fhe faid unto her father, Let this thing be 10 Then died Ibzan, and was buriedat Bethlehem. 
done for me: let me alone two months, that I may go 11 Q And after him Elon, a Zebulonite, judged 41,0, 















Ifrael ; and he judged Ifrael ten years. 

12 I And Elon the Zebulonite died, and was bu- 
ried in Aijalon in the country of Zebulun. 

13 I And afterhim Abdon the fon of Hillel, a 
Pirathonite, judged Ifrael. 

14 And he had forty fons and thirty nephews, 
that rode on threefcore and ten afs colts: and he 
judged Ifrael eight years. 

1§ And Abdon the fon of Hillel the Pirathonite 
died, and was buried in Pirathon in the land of 


Ephraim, in the mount of the Amalekites. 
CHA P. 


up and down upon the mountains, and bewail my 
virginity, I and my fellows. 

38 And he faid, Go.’ And he fent heraway for two 
months: and fhe went with her companions, and be- 
wailed her virginity upon the mountains. 

39 And it came to pafs at the end of two months, 
that fhe returned unto her father, who did with her 
according to his vow which he had vowed: and fhe 
knew noman. And it was a cuftom in Ifrael, 

40 That the daughters of Ifrael went yearly to 
lament the daughter of Jepiithah the Gileadite four 
days in a year. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XII. 

1 Wherefore paffedft thou over to fight, &c.] Not meaning over 
Jordan, (for there he was already) but from thence to the coafls of 
the Ammonites. 

2 Land my people, &c.) What a mild reply to their furious and 
menacing language is this! 

5 Tok the paffages of Jordan, &c.] They poffefled themfclves of 
the paffages, and fecured the fords of the river. 

6 He could not frame to pronounce it right] Doubtlefs there were 
many other words which they could not frame their mouths to fpeak 
as the Gileadites did; burt this one was chofen becaufe it was fer 
for their purpofe; for as Shibboleth fignifies ‘« floods of water,”’ the 
Gileadites, when they faw any Ephraimite appear, might put this 
teft to him, and bid him fay, Let me pafs over the water. 

Forty and two thoujand] A terrible flaughter, this, for one tribe 
to make of another. But the Ephraimi:es feem to have deferved it, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS cn CHAP. XII. 
We fee from the account at the end of this chapter, God's protection 

of the [fraelites, notwithftanding their frequent rebellions, by 

fending them from time to time judges and captains to govern 


and. deliver them from their oppreffors. 
EXPLANATORY 


RS 

29 He paffed over Gilead, and Mauafjih, &c.] He levied what men 
he could in the country of Reuben and Gad, and the half tribe of 
Manaffeh. 

31 Cometh forth of the deors of my honfe—and 1 will offer it up, &2.] 
That is, whatever cometh out of the doors of my houfe firft, fhall be 
confecrated to the Lord, if it be not fit fora burnt-offering; or, if 
it be fie for ir, it fhall be offerd for a burnt-offering. 

36 Do to me according to, &c.] This isa flriking inftance of reli- 
gion, fortitude, obedience to her parent, and love to her country. 

39 Who did with her according to his cow, &c.| Some are of opi- 
nion that Jephthah‘s daughter was not facrificed, but was confecra- 
ted to God and his fervice; that is, devoted toa fingle life, and to 
remain a reclufe all her days: and this will alfo account for the 
great grief which her father cxpreffed on this oceafion: becaufe by 
this means his family became extinét, and himfelf deftitute of iffue. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XI. 


We here find inftra Vion and examples from the fage and moderate 
condutt of Jephthah, and alfo his zeal, which are laudable ; but 
his rafh vow was imprudent. The noble refolution and piety of 
his daughter teaches us to facrifice our private intereft, and all 
thar is dear to us, to the glory of Gad, and the good of the public. 
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CHAP, XIII. 


1 Sfrael ferveth the Philifiines forty years. 2 An angelj 
appeareth ta Manoah’s wife, who was barren, end 
telleth her that fhe fall bear a fon. 6 She informeth 
her hufband of it. 8 At Mancah’s prayer the angel 
appeareth to him, and infiructeth him what they m/l 
do. 15 Manoah’s facrifice, wherchy the angel is dif- 
covered. 24 Samfon is born. 


ND the children of Ifrael did evilagain in the 
fight of the Lorn; and the Lorn delivered 
them into the hand of the Philiftines forty years. 

2 @ And there wasa certain man of Zorah, of the 
family of the Danites, whofe name was Manoah ; and 
his wife was barren, and bare not. 

3 And the angel of the Lorp appeared unto the 
woman, and faid unto her, Behold now, thou art 
barren, and beareft not: but thou fhalt conccive, 
and bear a fon. 

4 Now therefore beware, I pray thee, and drink not 
wine nor ftrong drink, and eat not any unclean ¢hing : 

5 For, lo, thou fhalt conceive, and beara {on; and 
no rafor fhal! come on his head: for the child fhall be 
a Nazarite unto God from the womb: and he fhall be- 
gin to deliver Ifracl out of the hand of the Phililtines. 

6 & Then the woman came and told her hufband, 
faying, A man of God came unto me, and his coun- 
tenance was like the countenance of an angcl of God, 


i nammminiemecemedens tat 


very terrible: but I afked him not whence he was, 


neither told he me his name: 

7 But he faid unto me, Behold, thou fhalt con- 
ceive, and bear a fon: and now drink no wine nor 
ftrong drink, neither eat any unclean éhing: for the 
child fhall be a Nazarite to God from the womb to 
the day of his death. 

8 @ Then Manoah intreated the Lorn, and faid, 
O my Lorp, let the man of God which thou didi 
fend come again unto us, andteach us what we fhall 
do unto the child that fhall be born. 

g And God hearkened to the voice of Manoah ; 
and the angel of God came again unto the woman as 
fhe fat in the field: but Manoah her hufband was 
not with her. 

10 And the woman madchafte, and ran, and fhewed 
her hufband, and faid unto him, Behold, the man hath 
appeared unto me, that came unto me the other day. 

11 And Manoah arofe, and went after his wife, 
and came to the man, and faid unto him, 47t thou the 
man that fpakeft unto the woman? And he faid, I am. 

iz And Manoah faid, Now let thy words come to 
pafs. How fhall we order the child, and hoc fhall 
we do unto him? 

13 And the angel of the Lorp faid unto Manoah, 
Of all that I faid unto the woman Ict her beware. 

14 She may not eat of any thing that cometh of 
the vine, neither let her drink wine or ftrong drink, 
nor eat any unclean /hing: all that I commanded 
her let her obferve. 

ri @ And Manoah faid unto the ange! of the 
Loxp, I pray thee, Jet us detain thee, until we fhall 
have made ready a kid for thee. 

16 And the angel of the Lorp faid unto Manoah, 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIII 


1 The Lord delivered them into the hand of the Philiftines forty years. ] 
Which was the fixth oppreflion, and the longeft they ever yct 
fuffered. 

3 Thor art barren, and beareft ust: but thou foalt conceiwe and bear 
a for.) It is remarkable that the greateft men of the nation were 
born of barren women ; to inftance only a few, Ifnac, Jofeph, Sam- 
fon, Samuel, and Jchn the Baprift. 

4 Drink not wine nor flrone drink, Sc.]_ For he was to be a per- 
petual Nazarite to God, from his conception to his death, which he 
could not have been, if fhe had drank wine or ftrong drink, the 
child in the womb living by the fame nourifhment with the mother. 

He fall begin to dcliver Ifraet, &c.] Begin only, for he did not 
perfectly deliver the Ifraelites from the yoke of the Philiftines, bur 
3t was done after his death by Samnel. 


: em 
An angela ppeareth to Manoah and his wife. JUDGES. Manoali’s facrijice, and birth of Sanfon 
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Though thou detain me, I will nor cat of thy bread: Bre 


and if thou wilt offer a burnt offering, thou mutt 
offer it unto the Lorn. Por Aianoah knew not that 
he wes an angel of the Lorn. 

17 And Manoah faid unto the angel of the Lorn, 
What zs thy name, that when thy fayings come to 
pafs we may do thee honour ? 

18 And the angel of the Lokp faid unto him, Why 
afkeft thou thus after my naine, fleeing it /s fecret ? 

19 So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and 
offered 7# uponarock unto the Lorn: and the enced 
did wonderoufly; and Manoahand hiswife looked on. 

20 For it came to pafs, when the flame went up 
toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of 
the Lorp afcendcd in the flame of the altar. And 
Manoah and his wife looked on #, and fell on their 
faces to the ground. 

21 But the angel of the Lorn did no more appear 
to Manoah and to his wife. Then Manoah knew 
that he teas an angel of the Lorn. 

22 And Manoah faid unto hiswife, We fhall furely 
die, becaufe we have feen God. 

23 But his wife faid unto him, if the Lorn were 
pleafcd to kill us, he would not have received a 
burnt offering and a meat offering at our hands, nei- 
ther would he have fhewed us all thefe things, nor 
would as at this time have told us fuch things as thefe. 

24 GF And the woman bare a fon, and called his 
name Samfon: and the child grew, andthe Lorp 
bleffed him. 

25 And the fpirit of the Lonw began to move 
him at timesin the camp of Dan betweeu Zorah and 
Ifhtaol. 

CHAP. NIV. 


1 Samfon defircth to take one of the daughters of the 
Philiflines to wife. § In his journey to Timnath he 
Ailleth a lion. 8 Ina fecond journey inith-r he findeth 
honey in the lion’s carcafe. 10 Samf ws marrirge 
cafl. 12 His riddle, which his wife prevaileth “ipen 
him to unfold to her, and fhe difcovereth to the g“/2s. 
19 He flaycth thirty Philiftines, and giveth their fo il 
to thofe who had cxpoundcd his riddle; he leaveth his 
wife in anger, who ts gtven to another. 

A ND Samfon went down to Timnath, and faw a 

woman in Timnath of the daughters of the 

Philiftines. 

2 And he came up, and told his father and his 
mother, and faid, I have fecn a woman in Timnath 
of the danghters of the Philiftines: now therefore 
get her for me to wife. 

.3 Then his father and his mother faid unto him, 
Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy 
brethren, oramong all my people, that thou goeft to 
take a wife of the uncircumcifled Philiftines? And 
Samfon faid unto his father, Get her for me; for fhe 
pleafeth me well. 

4 But his father and his mother knew not that it 
was of the Loro, thathe fought an occafion aguinft 
the Philiftines: for at that time the Philiftincs had 
dominion over Ifrael. 

5 I Then went Samfon down, and his father and 
his mother, to Timnath, and came to the vineyards of 

Virnnath, 

18 Secing it is feeret.] i. e. It is wonderful, according to the 
margin ; the Septuagint alfo read it, Admirable. This is a proper 
ftyle for Jehovah, whofe cffence we muft adinire, but cannot com- 
prehend. ee 

25 fy the camp of Dax, &c.] As here, perhaps, ‘Sampfon duelt. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIII. 


Hence we learn, that Samfon was a man miraculoufly raifed by God, 
dedicated to him, that God had defigned hin for great things, 
and that whatever he did in an extraordinary way, procecded 
from the Spirit and power of the Almig’ ty. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP XIV. 

1 Aud Jaw a wimar, &e.] ce. He fell in love with her, ac- 
cording to the faying among the Giecks, From looking comes 
loving. 
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Samfon’s marriage and riz 


AP. XV. Samfon burneth the Philifiines flanding corn. 





Before Timnath: and, behold, a young lion rozred againtt 
CHRIST iy, 
mn 6 And the Spirit of the Lonp came mightily upon 
him, and he rent him as he would have renta kid, 
and Ag fad nothing in his hand: but he told not his 
father or his mother what he had done. 
And he went down, and talked with the woman; 
and fhe pleafed Samfon well. 

8% And after a time he returned to take her, and 
he turned afide to fee the carcafe of the lion: and, 
behold, there was a fwarm of bees and honey in the 
carcafe of the Jion. 

9 And he took thereof in his hands, and went on 
eating, and came to his father and mother,and he gave 
them, and they did eat: but he told nut them that he 
had taken the honey out of the carcafe of the lion. 

10 So his father went down unto the woman: 
and Samfon made there a fea{t; for fo ufed the young 
men to do. 

1a And it came to pafs, when they faw him, that 
they broughi thirty companions to be with bim. 

12 © And Samfon faid unto them, I will now put 
forth a riddle unto you: if ye can certainly declare 
it me within the feven days of the feaft, and find zs 
out, then I will give you thirty fheets and thirty 
change of garments : 

13 Butifye cannot declare zz me, then fhall ye give 
me thirty fheets and thirty change of garments. 
And they faid unto him, Put forth thy riddle, thar 
we may hearit. -- * ; 

14 And he faid unto them, Cut of the eater came 
forth meat, and out of the firong came forth {weet- 
nefs. And they could not in three days expound the 
riddle. 

15 And it came to pafs on the feventh day, that 
they faidunto Samfun’s wile, Entice thy hufband, 
that he may declare unto us the riddle, left we burn 
thee and thy father’s houfe with fire: have ye called 
us to take that we have ? zs zt not fo? 

16 And Samfon’s wife wept before him, and faid, 
Thou doft but hate me, and loveft me not: thou hafi 
put fortha riddle unto the children of my people, 
and haft not teld 74 me. And he faid unto her, Be- 
hold, I have not told my father nor my mother, 
and fhall I tell 7 thee? 

17 And fhe wept before him the feven days, while 
the feaft lafied: anditcame to pafsonthe feventh day, 
that he told her, becaufe fhe lay fore upon him: and 
fhe told the riddle to the children of her people. 

18 And the men of the city faid unto himon the 
feventh day before the fun wentdown, What 7s {weet- 
er than honey ? and whats fronger than a lion? 
And he faid unto them, Ifye bad not ploughed with 
my heifer, ye had nct found out my riddle. 

19 § And the Spirit of the Lorp came upon him, 
and he went down to Afhkelon, and flew thirty men 


aF 
é¢ 


of tem, and took their fpoil, and gave change of 


garments unto them which expounded the riddle. 
And his anger was kindled, and ke went up to his fa- 
ther’s houfe. 





TE EN PE TO TE EOL LN TI 

6 He told set hrs fader, Sco] For he was afraid eft it might come 
to the ears of the Philifines, and make them jealous of him. 

Vi Diey breghe hirty companions to be with kim.] Generally the 
young men wery of the bridcgroom’s relations and acquaintance ; 
but at Samfon’s marriaye, they belenged to his wife’s family; and 
were fert, as itis fuprofed, not fo much to do him honour at his 
nopuals, as to be a guid over him. : 

rg Cat cf ab caer vere Lith meat, end out of the Prong came forth 
Feeney, &e.J the tollowing is the antithefis of then ords, Food 
came froin the devourey, nad Mveciness frem what is eaver ard tharp, 
that is, violent and fierce. > 

15 On the perk dys 8 ce] Ivisin tl Ve 
day, which is certaialy the trac reading. 

. size arac ernrn tobiscanjanior, &e.] Efleemine her- 
felfas forfaker by him, fie wascafily perfuaded to mariy one of his 
bridemen, or companicas. - 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 
From this relazion it appears clearly, that God fuffers feveralthings, 
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| men to pafs abreait, and therefore cufily def 
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2 But Samfon’s wife was g/ven to his companion, eee 


whom he had ufed as his friend. 

C H A P. AV. : 

1 Samfon returning to vifit his wife is denied admittance 
toher, 3 He fetterh fire to the corn of the Philiftines 
with foxes and fircbrands : his wife and her father are 
burned by the Philsflines, 7 Samfon fmiteth them, and 
retireth to the rock Etiam. The Philiftines come ub 

! againfl him: themen of Judah rith his confent deliver 
him bound to tie Piiifiines. 14+He hilleth a thoufend 

of the Philifiinzs with she jawbone of an afs. 18 God 

opencth a fountain in Lehi to relieve his thirft. 

BY it came io pafs within a while after, in the 

time of wheat harveift, that Samfon vifited his 
wile witha kid; and he faid, 1 will go in to my wile 
into the chamber. But her father would not fuffer 
him to goin. 

2 And her father faid, I verily thought that thou 
hadft utterly hated her; therefore | gave her to thy 
companion: és not her younger filter fairer than fhe? 
take her, I pray thee, inftead of her. 

3 ¢ And Samfon faid concerning them, Now fhall 
I be more blamele¢fs than the Philiflines, though I 
do them a difpleafure. 

4 And Samfon went and caught three hundred 
foxes, and took firebrands, and turned tail to tail, 
and puta fircbrand in the midft between two tails. 

5 And when he had fet the brands on fire, he let 
‘hem go into the ftanding corn of the Philiftines,and 
burnt up both the fhocks, and alfo the ftanding corn, 
with the vineyards and olives. 

6 Then the Philiftines faid, Who hath done this? 
And they anfwered, Samfon, the fon in law of the 
Timnite, becaufe he had taken his wife, and given 
her to his companion. And the Philiftines came up 
and burnt her and her father with fire. 

7 G And Samfon faid unto them, Though ye have 
done this, yet will I be avenged of you, and after 
that I will ceafe. 

8 And he finote them hip and thigh with a great 
flaughter: and he went down and dwelt in the top 
of the rock tam. 

9 @ Then the Philiftines went up, and pitched in 
Judah, and {pread themfelves in Lehi. 

10 And the men of Judah faid, Why are ye come 
up againit us? And they anfwered, Yo bind Samion 
are we come up, todo to him as he hath done to us. 

11 Then three thoufand inen of Judah went to the 
top of the rock Etam, and faid to Samfon, Knoweft 
thou not that the Philillines ave rulers over us? what 
is this tha/thou haft done unto us? And he faid unto 
them, As they did unto me, fo have I done unto them. 

12 And they faid unto him, We are come down to 
bind thee, that we may deliver thee into the hand of 
the Philiftines. And Samfin faid unto them, Swear 
unto me, that ye will not fall upon me yourfelves. 

13 And they fpake unto him, faying, No; but we 
will bind thee faft, and deliver thee into their hand: 
burt furely we will not kill thee. And they bound him 


withtwo new cords, and brought himupfromthe rock. 
14 Q And 
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for ends which he propofes to himfzlf, though he does not approve 
the means; and that Samfon’s great ftrength, and all that he aid 
againft the Philiftines, proceeded from the aflittance of the Spirit 


of God. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 


4 Samfin wwent aud caught three bindved foxes, &c.] It cannot be 

i fuppofed that Samfon performed this by himfelf, ina day and night’s 

time ; bur that pérhaps being affitted by his fervants aud neighbours, 

he might be fome weeks in accomplifhing hisdefign ; therefore we 

may conclude, that the collecting fuch a nuinber of ioxes, in order to 

burn up the Philiflines corn, was nor animpratlicable thing, f:ppof- 
t ing Samfon was at liberiy to profecute his revenge in this manner. 
§ 8 Thereck Eta ] Which wasa {trong place in the tribe of Judah, 
f being acceffible enly by one path; and that not wide enough for two 
i fenfible. 

g Lee} It was not fa named till afterwards, from the jaw-Lone 
wherewith Samfen finere the Philiflines, as In ver. 17- ‘ 

13 Broughs dive up fron the rak.| ‘Thais, outof the cave inthe top 
of the rock, in which he was. 
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feven green withs that were never dried, then flall I Before 


Samfon carrieth away the gates of Gaza. 
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épunca 2 q And when he came unto Lehi, the Philiftines 
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fhouted again{ft him: and the Spirit of the Lorp 
came mightily upon him, and the cords that were 
upon his arms became as flax that was burnt with 
fire, and his bands loofed from off his hands. 

15 And he found a new jawbone of an afs, and 
put forth his hand, and took it, and flew a thoufand 
men therewith. 

16 And Samfon faid, With the jawbone of an afs, 
heaps upon heaps, with the jawbone of an afs have 
I flain a thoufand men. 

- 17 And it came to pafs, when he had made an end 
of {peaking, that he caft away the jawbone out of 
his hand, and called that place Ramath-lehi. 

18 @ And he was fore athirft, and called on the 
Lorop, and faid, Thou haft given this great deliver- 
ance into the hand of thy fervant: and now fhallf dic 
forthirft, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcifed? 

1g But God clave an hollow place that was in the 
jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he 
had drunk, his fpirit came again, and he revived: 
wherefore he caJled the name thereof En-hak-korc, 
which zs in Lehi unto this day. 

20 And he judged Ifracl in the days of the Philil- 
tines twenty years. 


Cc H A P., NVI, 


1 Sanfon efcapcth from Gaza by carrying away the gates 
of the city. 4 Delilah corrupted by the Philiftines 
urgeth him to tell her where his firength lay ; he thrice 
deceiveth her; 15 but is at length prevailed upon, and 
his head fhaven. 21 The Philiftines tak him, and put 
out his eyes s but his flrength is renewed as his bair 
groweh. 23 The Philijtines hold a great feaft to 

_ Dagon, and fend for Samfon to make them fport ; 
26 who pulleth down the houfe upon the heads of his 
encmies, and is flain with them. 

ae HEN went Samfon to Gaza, and faw there an 

harlot, and went in unto her. 

2 And it was told the Gazites, faying, Samfon is 
come hither. And they compaffed him in, and laid 
wait for him all night in the gate of the city, and were 
quiet all the night, faying, In the morning, when it 
is day, we fhall kill him. 

3 And Samfon lay till midnight,and arofe at mid- 
night, and took the doors of the gate of the city, and 
the two pofts, and went away with them, bar and all, 
and put ¢hem upon his fhoulders, and carried them 
up to the top of an hill that zs before Hebron. 

4 @ And it came to pafs afterward, that he loved a 
woman in the valley of Sorek, whofe name was De- 
lilah. 

5 And the lords of the Philiftines came up unto 
her, and faid unto her, Entice him, and fee wherein 
his great ftrength dzeth, and by what means we may 
prevail againft him, that we may bind him to affli@ 
him: and we will give thee every onc of us eleven 
hundred pieces of filver. 

6 And Delilah faid to Samfon, Tell me, I pray 
thee, wherein thy great ftrength Jzeth, and wherewith 
thou mighteft be bound to affli& thee. 

7 And Samfon faid unto her, If they bind me with 
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16 Wish the jazvboue of an afs— have I flain a thanfand men.] Secing 
it was by the wonderful ftrength that God infufed in him, and not 
any aptitude of the inftrument he made ufe of, that he was enabled 
to doall this execution, the deed is not incredible, 

19 Ramath-l-hi.] Which fignifies the proje@tion or cafting away 
of the jaw-bone. 

19 «dn hilicwe plane that was in the jaw] This fentence fhould have 
been rendered, And God clave an hollow place which was in Lehi. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XV. 
From this chapter we learn, that whatever may be the motives man- 
ind act from. God can make them conducive to humble the pride 
and tyranny of men, to relieve his oppreffed people, and fubferve 
his gracious defigns. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


1 Goze, Sc.] Which city was Situated between Raphia and Afh- 
kelon, towards the fouthern extremity of the promifed land. 


be weak, and be as anothcr man. 

8 Then the lords of the Philiftines brought up to 
her feven grcen withs which had not been dried, and 
the bound him with them. 

g Now there were men lying in wait, abiding with 
her in the chamber. And fhe faid unto him, The 
Philiftines de upon thee, Samfon. And he brake the 
withs, as a thread of tow is breken when it toucherh 
the fire. So his ftrength was not known. 

10 And Delilah faid unto Samfon, Behold, thou 
haf mocked me, and told me iies: now tell me, I 
pray thee, wherewith thou mighteft be bound. 

11 And he faid unto her, If they bind me faft with 
new ropes that never were occupied, then fhall 1 be 
weak, and be as another man. 

12 Delilah therefore took new ropes, and bound 
him therewith, and faid unto him, The Philiftines de 
upon thee, Samfon. And shere were liers in wait 
abiding in the chamber. And he brake them from 
off his arms like a thread. 

13 And Delilah faid unto Samfon, Hitherto thou 
hafl mocked me, and told me lies: tell me wherewith 
thou mighteft be bound. And he faid unto her, If 
thouwcaveft the feven locks of my head with the web. 

14 And fhe faftencd z¢ with the pin, and faid unto 
him, The Philiftines Ze upon thee, Samfon. And he 
awaked out of his fleep, and went away with the pin 
of the beam, and with the web. 

1§ § And fhe faid unto him, How canft thou fay 
I love thee, when thine heart zs not with me? thou 
haft mocked me thefe three times, and haft not told 
me whercin thy great ftrength dze¢h, 

16 And it came to pafs, when fhe prefled him 
daily with her words, and urged him, fo that his foul 
was vexed unto death ; 

17 That he told her all his heart, and faid untoher, 
There hath not comea rafor upon my head; for I have 
deena Nazarite unto God from my mother’s womb : 
if I be fhaven, then my ftrength will go from me, and 
I fhall become weak, and be like any other man. 

18 And when Delilah faw that he had told her all 
his heart, fhe fent and called for the lords of the Phi- 
liftines, faying, Come up this once, for he hath fhewed 
me all his heart. Then the lords of the Philiftines 
came up unto her, and brought moncy in their hand. 

19 And fhe made him fleep upon her knees; and 
fhe called fora man, and fhe caufed him to fhave off 
the feven locks of his head; and fhe began to affliét 
him, and his ftrength went from him. 

20 And fhe faid, The Philiftines Zeupon thee, Sam- 
fon. And he awoke out of his flcep, and faid, I will 
go outas at other times before, and fhake myfelf. 
Andhewift not that the Lorp wasdeparted from him. 

21 @But the Philiftines took him, and put out his 
eyes, and brought him down to Gaza, and bound him 
with fetters of brafs; and he did grind in the prifon 
houfe. 

22 Howbcit the hair of his head began to grow 
again after he was fhaven. 

23 9 Then the Jords of the Philiftines gathered 
them together for to offer a great facrifice unto Dagon 

; their 

3 Took the dirs of the gate of the citys &.] Samfon plucked up 
the pofts out of the ground, with the doors hanging upon them fait 
barred ; which fo aftonifhed the guards, they could not purfue him. 

4. Sorek, &c.) Which was a place in the land of Judea, famous 
for choice wines, and about a mile and a half from Efhcol, whence 
the fpies brought a bunch of grapes, for a fample of the fruitfulnefs 
of the country. 

7 Sf they bind me, Sc.) Samfon amufes her with feveral fic- 
tions, either from fome fufpicion of her having adefign againft him, 
or in jeit. ‘ 

Q Men hing in wait abiding with her in the chamber, &e-| i, e. Tn 
another room of the houfe, near to that where Samfon lay. 

17 fl be fhazen, ther amy firvngth all £0 fron ue, &c.] This 
hair was no natural canfe of his ftrength, but a fupernatural and 
miraculous gift; not, perhaps, always inherent in him, but only 
difpenfed at certain times, when the Spirit of God came upon him. 

23 D.gon,&c.) The name of this idol is taken from the Pha- 
nician root ‘¢ dag,”’ which fignifies a fifh. 

28 That 
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Samfon’s death. Micah’s idolatry. CH A P. XVIL XVILL The Danites fend forth fires to Laifit. 


Before their god, and to rejoice: for they faid, Our god 
CHRIST) ath delivered Samfon our enemy into our hand. 
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24 And when the people faw him, they praifed 
their god: for they faid, Our god hath delivered 
into our hands our enemy, and the deftroycr of our 
country, which flew many of us. 

a5 And it came to pafs, when their hearts were 
merry, that they faid, Call for Samfon, that he may 
make us fport. 
the prifon houfe; and he made them fport: and 
they fet him between the pillars. 

26€ And Samfon faid unto the Jad that held him by 
the hand, Suffer me thatI may feel the pillars where- 
onthe houfe ftandeth, that I may lean upon them. 

27 Now the houfe was full of nen and women; 
and all the lords of the Philiftines weve there ; and 
zacre were upon the roof about three thoufand men 
and women that beheld while Samfon made fport. 

28 And Samfon called unto the Lor», and faid, O 
Lory God, remember me, I pray thee, and ftrength- 
enme, I pray thee, only this once, O God, thatI may 
be atonce avenged of the Philiftines for my two eyes. 

29 And Samfon took hold of the two middle pil- 
lars upon which the houfe ftood, and on which it was 
borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the 
other with his left. 

30 And Samfon faid, Letme die with the Philiftines. 
And he bowed himfelf with a/? Avs might; and the 
houfe fell upon the lords, and upon all the people 
that were therein. So the dead which he flew at his 
death were more than they which he flew in his life. 

31 Then his brethren and all the hou fe of his father 
came down, and took him, and brought him up, and 
buried him between Zorah and Efhtaol in the bury- 
ing-place of Manoah his father. And he judged If- 
rae! twenty ycars. 

CHAP. XVII. 
1 Of the money that Micah had ftolcn, and afterward re- 

Aored, his mother maketh images. § Micah’s idolatry. 

q He hireth a Levite to be his pricft. 

A ND there was a man of mount Ephraim, whofe 
name was Micah. : 

2 And he faid unto his mother, The eleven hun- 
dred /hekels of filver that were taken from thee, about 
which thou curfedft, and fpakeft of alfo in mince ears, 
behold, the filver 7s with me; I took it. And his 
mother faid, Bleffed Ze shou of the Lorn, my fon. 

3 And when he had reftorcd the eleven hundred 
fickels of filver to his mother, his mother faid, I had 


“wholly dedicated the filver unto the Lorp from my 


hand for my fon, to make a graven image and a molt- 
en image : now therefore I will reftore it unto thee: 

4 Yet he reftored the money unto his mother; 
and his mother took two hundred /hedels of filver, 
and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a 
graven image and a molicn image: and they were 
in the houle of Micah. 

5 And the man Micah hed an houfe of gods, and 
made an ephod, and teraphim, and confecrated one 
of his fons, who became his prieft. 











28 Ther l may leat once avenged of the Philifines, &c.] It was the 
will of the Almighty himfelf to ptinith the Philiftines for their op- 
prefiion of Lfrael, as well as abufing Sumfon. 

30 het ne dre zich the Philiptiner—aind the houfe fell, &c.} In this 
Sumfon is not to be deemed a felf-murderer, but rather a perfon 
moved by an heroic fpirit from God, to make himfelfa facrifice 
for the good of hiscountry, ‘The fabric is conceived to be an oval 
amphitheatre, the feenc in the middle, where a vaft roof of cedar 
beams, refting upon the walls, centcred all upon one architrave, 
that united two cedar pillars in the middie: fo that as one pillar 
would not be faflicient to unite the ends of at leaft one hundred 
woeams that cended to the center, therefore there muft have been a 
thort architrave refling on two pillars, upon which all the beams 
tending to the center of the amphitheatre, might be fupported. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XVI. 
This chapter evinees, that God will protect us while we ferve and 
obey him: but vicious and immoral courfes, without repen- 
ance, bring on the ruin both of foul and body. 


+ 


And they called for Samfon out of 


2 
6 Inthofe days there was no king in Ifrael, due, Before 
every one did that which wes right in his own cycs. ee = 
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7 & And there was a young man out of Beth- 
lehem-judah of the family of Judah, who was a 
Levite, and he fojourned there. ‘ 

8 And the man departed out of the city from Beth- 
lehiem-judah to fojourn where he could find a place: 
and he came to mount Ephraim to the houfe of 
Micah, as he journeyed. 

g And Micah faid unto him, Whence comeft thou? 
And he faid unto him, I ama Levite of Beth-lehem- 
judah, and I go to fojourn where I may find a place. 

10 And Micah faid unto him, Dwell with me, and 
be unto mea father and a pricft, and I will aive thee 
ten Jhckels of ilver by the vear, and a fuit of apparel 
and thy viuals. So the Levite went in. 4 

11 And the Levite was content to dwell with the 
man; and the young man was unto him as onc of 
his fons. 

12 And Micah confecrated the Levite; and the 
young man became his pricft, and was in the houfe 
of Micah. 

13 Then faid Micah, Now know I that the Lorp 


will do me good, fecing I haye a Levite to my prielt 
CHAP. XVIIL 

1 The Danites fend five men to feck out for them an in- 

heritance, who come to the houfe of Micah, and are cn- 

couraged by the Levite to procecd on their way. 7 They 

fearch Laifh, end bring back news of good hope. 

11 Six hundred men are fent to furprize the place, 

14 On the way they rob Micch of his confecrated things, 

and carry off his prieft. 22 Micah purfucth them, hut 

zs obliged to return for fear of violence. 27 Laifhis 

Jurprized, taken poffeffion of, and called Dan. 30 

Idolatry is fet up in Dan, where Jonathan the Levite 

and his fons have the pricfihood. 

[ N thofe days there was no king in Ifrael: and in 

thofe days the tribe of the Danites fought them 
an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their 
inheritance had not fallen unto them among the 
tribes of Ifrae}. 

2 And the children of Dan fent of their family 
five men from their coafts, men of valour, from 
Zorah, and from Efhtaol, to fpy out the land, and to 
fearch it; and they faid unto them, Go, fearch the 
land: who when they came to mount Ephraim, to 
the houfe of Micah, they lodged there, 

3 When they were by the houfe of Micah, they 
knew the voice of the young man the Levite: and 
they turned in thither, and faid untohim, Who 
brought thee hither ? and what makeft thou in this 
place 2 and what hafl thou here? 

4 Andhe faid unto them, Thus and thus dealeth 
Micah with me, and hath hired me, and I am his 
pric. 

5 And they faid unto him, Afk counfel, we pray 
thee, of God, that we may know whether our way 
which we go fhall be profperous. 


6 And 


ET 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII 

1 dud there was aman, &¢.] Now between the death of thofe 
elders who furvived Jofhua, and the firft oppotition of Irael by 
Cufhan, the Ifraclites fell from the worfhip of God. 

6 No king in Tfracl, &c.] ‘This title was given to the judges, juft 
as it was to Mofes, who was their governor, but not their king. 

12 Micah confecrated the Levite, é&c.] So great was the confufion 
of thofe times, in that ftate of anarchy, that Micah’s fuperflition 
had no check upon it, and the Levite’s poverty, added to his am- 
bition, tempted him to accept of the propofed preferment. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVIL 
We fee from this hiftory of Micah, how dangerous it is to turn 
afide from the true worfhip of God ; and that we ought to have 

a high efteem for the divine fervice, and a holy and pure minifiry, 

and confider fuch advantages as the {pring of all our felicity. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 

1 Ln thofe days there evas 19 hing in Lfracl, &c.] The repetition 
of thefe words is fecmingly to fuggeit the reafon of fuch enormous 


prattices, 
6 Befere, 





They carry off Micah’s wmages and prieft. 


Before 
CHRIST 
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{Then the five men departed, and came to 
Laifh, and faw the people that were therein, how 
they dwelt carelefs, after the manner of the Zido- 
nians, quict and fecure; and there was no magiltrate 
in the land, that might put them to fhame in any 
thing; and they were far fromthe Zidonians, and 
had no bufinefs with aay man. 

8 And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and 
Efhtaol : and their brethren faid unto them, What 
Sey ye? 

g And they faid, Arife, that we may go up againtt 
them: for we have feen the land, and, behold, it és 
very good: and are ye {ftill? be not flothful to go, 
and to enter to poffefs the land. 

10 When ye go, ye fhall come unto a people fe- 
cure, and toa large land: for God hath given it into 
your hands; a place where éhere is no want of any 
thing that zs in the carth. 

11 ¥ And there went from thence of the family of 
the Danites, out of Zorah and out of Efhtaol, fix 
hundred men appointed with weapons of war. 

ra Andthey went up,and pitched inKirjath-jearim, 
in Judah: wherefore they called that place Mahaneh- 
dan unto this day: behold, és behind Kirjath-jearim. 

13 And they eailed thence unto mount Ephraim, 
and came unto the houfe of Micah. 

14 (1 Then anfwered the five men that went to {py 
out the country of Laifh, and faid untotheir brethren, 
Do ye know that there is in thefe houfes an ephod, 
and teraphim, and a graven image, and a molten 
image ? now therefore confider what ye have to do. 

15 And they turned thitherward, and came to the 
houle of the young man the Levite, even unto the 
houfe of Micah, and faluted him. 

16 And the fix hundred men appointed with their 
weapons of war, which were of the children of Dan, 
ftood by the entering of the gate. 

17 And the five men that went to fpy out the land 
wentup, ad came in thither, and took the graven 
image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the 
molten image: and the prictt ftood in the entcring 
of the gate with the fix hundred men ¢hzt were ap- 
pointed with weapons of war. 

18 And thefe went into Micah’s houfe,and fetched 
the carved image, the cphod, and the teraphim, and 
the molten image: Then faid the prieft unto them, 
What do ye? 

1g And they faid unto him, Hold thy peace, lay 
thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, and be 
to usa father anda pricft: 2s 2 better for thee to be 
a prieft unto the houfe of one man, or that thou be 
a prieft unto a tribe and a family in Ifrael ? 

20 And the prieft’s heart was glad, and he took the 
ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven image, and 
went in the midft of the people. 

21 So they turned and departed, and put the little 
ones and the cattle and the carriage before them. 

22 @ Ard when they were a good way from the 
houfe of Micah, the men that were in the houfes near 
to Micah's houle were gathered together, and over- 
took the children of Dan. 

23 And they cried unto the childrenof Dan. And 





6 Before the Lid is your avay, &c-] By their way being before 
the Lord, we areto underftand, that they were under his eye, un- 
der his providence and care, who would difpofe all things for their 
good fuccefs. 

7 No wagifirate in the laud that might put ther ta foame, &¢ 7 
That might punifh them for their crimes. 

24 dad what have I sve? &c.] Micah thought thefe ftrange 
queitions to afk, when they had taken away what he foolifily valued 
above all things in the world. 

35 Leflangry fellows ran upon thee, &e.] An infolenc {neer this, 
and argues the moit confummate arrogance; they would intimidate 
the man from making any difturbance or refiftance, under the pre- 
tence of kindnefs, and would be thought to confule his fafety, at 
the fame time that they were detaining his property, and ot) 
in their depredations. 


ive. 
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6 And the prieft faid unto them, Go in peace: be- {they yturned their faces, and faid unto Micah, What 


is 


| 
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aileth thee, that thou comeft with fuch a coinpany . 

24 And he faid, Ye have taken away my gods 
which Im ade,and ‘the pricft, and ye are gone away: 
and whar have J more? and what zs this ihc/ ye fay 
unto me, What aileth thee? 

25 And the children of Dan faid unto him, Let 
not thy voice be heard among us, left angry fellows 
run upon thee, and thou lofe thy life, with the lives 
of thy bouthold. 

26 And the children of Dan went their way: and 
when Micah faw that they were too ftrong for him, he 
turned and went back unto his houfe. 

a7 & And they took fhe things which Micah had 
made, and the prieft which he had, and came unto 
Laifh, unto a people that were at quiet and fecure: 
and they fmote them with the edge of the fword, and 
burnt the city with fire. 

28 And there was no deliverer, becanfe it was far 
from Zidon, and they had no buGnets with ay man ; 
and it was in the valley that décth by Beth-rehob. 
And they built a city, and dwelt thercin. 

29 And they called the name of the city Dan, 
after the name of Dan their father, who was bork 
unto Ifrael: howbcit the naine of the city was Laifi, 
at the firft 

30 F] And the children of Dan fet up the graven 
image: and Jonathan, the fonof Gerfhom, the fon 
of Manaten: he and his fons were priefts to the tribe 
of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. 

gr And they fet them up Micah’s graven image, 
which he made, all the time that the houfe of God 
was in Shiloh. 





CHAP. XIX 


1 A Levite of mount Ephraim goeth to Beth-lchem to fell 
home his concubine, and on his return cometh to Gilcah 
in the evening. 16 An old man entertaineth him. 22 
The men of the city befct the houfe with a vile intent ; 
to prevent which the man yieldeth up his concubine, who 
7s abufed by them to death. 29 Jte divideth her into 
twelve parts, which he findeth to the twelve tribes of 
Lfracl. 

ND it came to pafsin thofe days, when éhere was 

no king In Irae), that there was a certain Le- 

vite fojourning on the fide of mount Ephraim, who 
took to him a concubine ont of Beth-lebem-judah. 
2 And hisconcubine played the whore againfthim, 
and went away from him unto her father’s houfe to 

Beth-Ichem-judah, and was there four whole months. 

And her hufband arofe, and went after her, to 
fpeak friendly unto her, azd to bring her again, having 
his fervant with him, and a couple of alles: and fhe 
brought him into her father’s houfe: and when the 
father of thedamfel faw him, he rejoiced to meet him. 

4 And his father in law, the damf{el’s father, re- 
tained him; and he abode with him three days: fo 
they did eat and oninks, and lodged there 

5 Anditcame to pals on the fourth dav, w cy 
arofe early in the morning, that he rofe up to depart: 
and the damfel’s father faid unto his fon in law, Com- 
fort thine heart with a morfel of bread, and afterward 


go your way. 
6 And 


GENERAL RE ERAL REFLECTIONS on Cll TIONS on CHAP. XVIII. 
We fee in this chapter, that war may be ju?ly iolseenkes in de- 
fence of our rights and true religion; that we fiould p refzr 
above all things, the advantage of ferving God in the way he has 
ordained ; but that though God does nor approve cf the w crthip, 
that is mixed with idolatry » yet he will prefery ¢ the knowledge 

of himfelf among thofe that fear and obey him. 

XPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. Xix. 
tH "hn took him a cuncuhive, Se.) ic. A wife cf the fecondary 
fort, without fuch folemn efpoulals, cra dowry, as thof called 

[at had. 

2 Went away from him, & 
which as an adultrefs fhe was liable to- 
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&c.] Inordertoefeape the punifiiment 
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A Levite and hos concubine on their journey, CHAP. XX. are befet at Gibeah by the menof the city. 


Before 


6 And they fat down, and did eat and drink both 


CHRIST .¢ them together: for the damfel’s father had faid 
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unto the man, Be content, I pray thee, and tarry all 
night, and let thine heart be merry. 

7 And when the man rofe up to depart, his father 
in law urged him: therefore he lodged there again. 

8 And he arofe early in the morning on the fifth 
day to depart: and the damfel’s father faid, Comfort 
thine heart, I pray thee. And they tarried until 
afternoon, and they did eat both of them. 

g And when the man rofe up to depart, he, and 
his concubine, and his fervant, his father in law, the 
damfel’s father, faid unto him, Behold, now the day 
draweth toward evening, I pray you tarry all night: 
behold, the day groweth to an end, lodge here, that 
thine heart may be merry; and to morrow get you 
early on your way, that thou mayeft go home. 

10 But the man would not tarry that night, but he 
rofe up and departed, and came over againft Jebus, 


which zs Jerufalem ; and here were with him two affes 


faddled, his concubine alfo was with him. 

11 And when they were by Jebus, the day was far 
{pent ; and the fervant faid unto his mafter, Come, I 
pray thee, and Ict us turn in into this city of the Je- 


bufites, and lodge in it. 
12 And his mafter faid unto him, We will not turn 


afide hither into the city ofa ftranger, that zs not of 


the children of Ifrael ; we wifl pafs over to Gibeah. 

13 And he faid unto his fervant, Come, and let us 
draw near to one of thefe places to lodge all night, in 
Gibeabh, or in Ramah. 

14 And they paffed on and went their way; and 
the fun went down upon them when they were by Gi- 
beah, which delongeth to Benjamin. s 

15 And they turned afide thither, to go in and to 
lodge in Gibeah: and when he went in, he fat him 
down ina ftreet of the city : for there was no man that 
took them into his houfe to lodging. 

169 And, behold, there came an old man from his 
work out of the field at even, which was alfo ofmount 
Ephraim; and he fojourned in Gibeah: but the men 
of the place were Benjamites. 

‘t7 And when he had lifted up his eyes, he faw a 
wayfaring man in the ftreet of the city: and the old 
man faid, Whither goeft thou ? and whence comeft 
thou ?. . 

18 And he faid unto him, We are paffing from 
Beth-lehem-judah toward the fide of mount Ephraim; 
from thence am I: and I went to Beth-lehem-judah; 
but I am now going to the houfe of the Lorxp; and 
there 7s no man that receiveth me to houfc. 

1g Yetthere is both ftraw and provender for our 
affes ; and there is bread and wine alfo for me, and for 
thy handmaid, and for the young man waAich ts with 
thy fervants: there 7s no want of any thing, 

20 Andthe «old man faid, Peace Ze with thee; how- 
foever rt all thy wants Ze upon me; only lodge not 
in the ftrect. 

21 Sohe brought him inte his houfe, and gave 
provender unto the affes: and thev wafhed their fcet, 
and did eat and drink. 

22% Now as they were making their hearts merry, 
beheld, the men of the city, certain fons of Belial, 
befet the honfe round about, and beat at the door, 
and fpake to the mafter of the houfe, the old man, 





va Lee us tury ve que ibis cry of the Febifites, Sc. | Meaning the 
famous city of Jerufulem, which was antiently called Jebus. 

24 Them fill bring ont nsavy &C.] This man’s earneft deiire to 
preferve the laws of hofpitality trom violation, (which was a thing 
very facred in thofe days) made him forgee the care he ought to have 
had to preferve his daughter’s purity. He mutt be confidered as in 
aconfufion of thoughts, and thence not to have minded fo much 
what was right, as what was leaft wrong. 

28 But rene aafever.d. The the man took her up, &e.) Having 
perceived fhe was dead, he made no outcry, but prudently carried 
her away to his own homeas faft as he could. 

29 Into taueler pieces, &.} In order that every tribe might have a 
part of her, Penjamin not excepred ; among whom, it wasto be 
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that we may know him. 1406. 

23 And the man, the mafter of the houfe, went out 
unto them, and faid unto them, Nay, my brethren, 
nay, I pray you, do not /o wickedly ; feeing that this 
man is come into mine houfe, do not this folly. 

24 Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his 
concubine; them I will bring out now, and humbleye 
them, and do with them what feemeth good unto you: 
bur unto this man do not fo vile a thing. 

25 Butthe men would not hearken to him; fo the 
man took his concubine, and brought her forth unto 
them; and they knew her, and abufed her all the 
night until the morning: and when the day began 
to {pring, they let her go. 

26 Then came the woman in the dawning of the 
day, and fell down at the door of the man’s houfe 
where her lord was, till it was light. 

27 And her lord rofe up in the morning, and open- 
ed the doors of the houfe, and went ont to go his 
way : and, behold, the woman his concubine was fal- 
len down at the door of the houfe, and her hands were 
upon the threfhold. 

28 And he faid unto her, Up, and let us be going. 
But none anfwered. Then the man took her vf upon 
anafs, and the manrofe up, and gat him unto hisplace. 

294 And when he was come into his houfe, he took 
a knife, and laid hold on bis concubine, and divided 
her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces, and 
fent her into all the coaft of Ifrael. 

30 And it was fo, that all that faw it faid, There 
was no fuch deed done nor feen from the day that 
the children of Ifrael came up out of the land of 
Egypt unto this day: confider of it, take advice, and 
fpeak your minds. 

CHAP. XX. 


1 The children of Ifrael affemble at Mizpeb, before whom 
the Levite declareth his wrong. 8 The refolution of the 
affembly 10 punifh the Grbeathiles. 12 The Benjamites, 
being required to deliver up the offenders, inftead of com- 
plying make head againft the other tribes. 18 By the 
direttion of God Fudah gocth up firft againftthem ; but 
the Ifraclites are repulfed with great lofs. 22 They re- 
new the fight the fecond day, and are again defeated 
with a great flaughter. 26 They feek to God with faft- 
ing and facrifices, and are promifed fuccefs. 29 They 
make ufe of a ftratagem, and deftroy all the Benjamites 
wwith all that belonged to them, except fix hundred men, 
who flee to the rock Rimmon. 

HEN all the childrenof Ifrael went out, and the 

congregation was gathered togetheras one man, 
from Dan even to Beer-fheba, with the land of Gi- 
lead, unto the Lorp in Mizpeh. 

2 And the chief of all the people, even of all the 
tribes of Ifrael, prefented themfelves in the affembly 
of the people of God, four hundred thoufand foot- 
men that drew fword. 

3 (Now thechildren of Benjamin heard that the chil- 
dren of Ifrael were gone upto Mizpeh.) Then faid 
the children of Ifrael, Tell us, how was this wickednefs? 

4 And the Levite, the hufband of the woman that 
was flain, anfwered and faid, I came unto Gibeah that 
belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concubine to lodge. 


5 And the men of Gibeah rofe againft me, and be- 
fet 


rr EE EG 
hoped, there were fome who would refent fo foul an act, though 
committed by their own brethren. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 


i From this and the following chapter, we may learn, that the wick- 


ednefs of a few individuals frequently involves a whole nation in 
the punifhment of fin, which is the fource ofall evil and conten- 
tion ; thus the apoftle James, ‘“ Whence come wars and fightings 
among you ? Even from the lufts which war in your members.” 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 
1 From Dan cven to Beerfbeba, with the land of Gilcad] Including 
all Ifrae}, on both fides Jordan. 
dn Mizpeh.| Which ftood on the confines of Judah and Benjamin. 
ey, 10 We 


| The Benjamites refufe to give up the offenders. JUDGES. The Benjamites defeated on the third day, 


Gibeah the fecond day, and deflroyed down to the Before 
ground of the children of I frael again cighteen thou. CART 
fand men: allthefe drew the fword. os 

26 Z Then all the children of Ifrael, and all the 
people, went up, and came unto the houfe of God 
and wept, and fat there before the Loxp, and fafted 
that day until even, and offered burnt offerings and 
peace offerings before the Lorn. 

27 And the children of Ifrael enquired of the 
Loro, (for the ark of the covenant of God was there 
in thofe days, 

28 And Phinehas, the fon of Eleazar, the fon of 
Aaron, ftood before it in thofe days,} faying, Shall I 
yet again go out to battle againft the children of 
Benjamin my brother, or fhall J ceafe? And the 
Lorn faid, Go up; for to-morrow I will deliver 
them into thine hand. 

294 AndI frael fetlicrs inwaitround about Gibeah, 

30 And the children of Ifrael went up againft the 
children of Benjamin on the third day, and put them. 
felves in array againft Gibeah, as at other times. 

3t And the children of Benjamin went out againft 
the people, azd were drawn away from the city; and 
they began to fmite of the people, and kill, as at 
other times, in the highways, of which one goeth up 
to the houfe of God, and the other to Gibeah in the 
field, about thirty men of Ifrael. 

32 And the children of Benjamin faid, They ate 
{mitten down before us, as at the firft. But the chil_ 
dren of Hrael faid, Let us {Ice, and draw them from 
the city unto the highways. 

33 And all the inen of Ifracl rofe up out of their 
place, and put themf{elves in array at Baal-tamar: 
and the liers in wait of Ifracl came forth out of their 
places, even out of the meadows of Gibeah., 

34 And there came againft Gibeah ten thoufand 
chofen men out of all Ifrael, and the battle was fore : 
but they knew not that evil was near them. 

35 And the Lor» fmote Benjamin before Ifrael: 
and the children of Ifrael deftroyed of the Benja— 
mites that day twenty and five thoufand and an hun. 
dred men: all thefe drew the fword. 

30 So the children of Benjamin faw that they were 
fmitten: for the men of Ifrac] gave place to the Ben- 
jamites, becaufe they trufted unto the liers in wait 
which they had fet befide Gibeah. 

37 And the liers in wait hafted, and rufhed upon 
Gibeah; and the liers in wait drew themfelves along, 
and {mote all the city with the edge of the fword. 

38 Now there was an appointed fign between the 
men of Ifrael and the liers in wait, that they fhould 
make a great flame with {moke rife up out of the city. 

39 And when the men of Ifrael retired in the bat- 
tle, Benjamin began to fmite and kill of the men of 
Ifracl about thirty perfons : for they faid, Surely they 
are {mitten down before us, as én the firft battle. 

40 But when the Jame began to arife up outofthe 
city with a pillar of fmoke, the Benjamites looked 
behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city af- 
cended up to heaven. . 

41 And when the men of Ifracl turned again, the 
men of Benjamin were amazed: for they faw that 
evil was come upon them. 

42 Therefore they turned theirlacks before the men 
of Ifracl unto the way ofthe wildernefs; but the battle 
overtook them ; and them which came out of the citics 
they deftroyed inthe midft of them. 


Gg ee the houfe round about upon me by night, end 
1406, thought to have flain me: and my concubine have 
they forced, that fhe is dead. 

6 And I took my concubine, and cut herin pieces, 
and fent her throughout all the country of the inhe- 
ritance of Ifrael: for they have committed lewdnefs 
and folly in Ifrael. 

7 Behold, ye are all children of Ifrael ; give here 
your advice and counfel. 

8 J And all the people arofe as one man, faying, 
We will not any of us go to his tent, ncither will we 
any of us turn into his houfe, 

9 But now this /hall be the thing which we will do 
to Gibeah ; we will go up by lot againft it ; 

10 And we will take ten men of an hundred 
throughout all the tribes of Ifracl, and an hundred 
of a thoufand, and a thoufand out of ten thoufand, 
to fetch vi€ual for the people, that they may do, 
when they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, according 
to all the folly that they have wrought in Ifracl. 

11 So all the men of Ifrael were gathered againft 
the city, knit together as one man. 

12 § And the tribes of Ifrael fent men through all 
the tribe of Benjamin, faying, What wickednefs is 
this that is done among you? 

13 Now therefore deliver us the men, the children 
of Belial, which ave in Gibeah, that we may put them 
to death, and putaway evil from Ifrael. But the chil- 
dren of Benjamin would not hearken to the voice of 
their brethren the children of Ifrael : 

14 But the children of Benjamin gathered them- 
felves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, to go 
out to battle againft the children of Ifracl. 

15 And the childrenof Benjaminwere numbered at 
that time out of the cities twenty and fix thoufand men 
that drew fword, befide the inhabitants of Gibeah, 
which were numbered feven hundred chofen men. 

16 Among all this people there were feven hundred 
chofen men lefthanded; every one could fling ftones 
at an hair dreadth, and not mifs. 

17 And the men of Ifrael, befide Benjamin, were 
numbered four hundred thoufand men that drew 
fword : all thefe were men of war. 

18 § And the children of Ifrael arofe, and went up 
to the houfe of God, and afked counfel of God, and 
faid, Which of us fhall go up firft to the battle again 
the children of Benjamin? And the Lorn faid, Ju- 
dah /hall go up firft. 

1g And the children of Ifrael rofe up in the 
morning, and encamped again{t Gibeah. 

20 And the menof Ifracl went out to battle againft 
Benjamin; and the men of I{racl put themfelves in 
array to fight againft them at Gibeah. 

21 And the children of Benjamin came forth out 
of Gibeah, and deftroyed down to the ground of the 
Ifraelites that day twenty and two thoufand men. 

22% And the people the menof Ifracl encouraged 
thenfelves, and fet their battle again In array inthe 
place where they put themfelves in array the firft day. 

23 (And the children of Ifrael went up and wept 
before the Lorn until even, and afked counfel of the 
Lorn, faying, Shall I go up again to battle againft 
the children of Benjamin my brother ? And the 
Lorp faid, Go up againft him.) 

24 And the children of Ifrael came near againft 
the children of Benjamin the fecond day. 

25 And Benjamin went forth againf¥ them out of 
























43 Thus 


eighteca thitfand meny &c.] Indeed the mott probable reafon that has 

one man took care that nine of his brethren wanted nothing ; fo that {J been affigned for this fecond flaughter, is, becaufe they did not pre- 
in the whole there were forty thoufand out of the four hundred thou- vioufly apply to God, as they fhould have done. 

fand who went out to forage for the army. 26 Aud prfted that day until even, and offered burnt feringt, &0.7 

16 Every one could fling flones at an barr breadthy and not mifs.| Tho’ | ¥ Now they aSlifed their fouls for their fins, which they had not done. 

left-handed they were excellent markfmen; and their warlike dif. before, at lealt not with fuch ferioufnefs; neither had they made 


10 We wuill take ten men of an hundred, &e.J According to this rule 


pofition was foretold by Jacob, when he faid, *¢ Benjamin fhall ra- | | fuch fupplications to God, as they now did by thefe offerings. 

vin as a wolf,” which is an undaunted and ferocious creature. 28 Orfhalil cenfe # &e.| Now.as they fhould have done at firft, 
18 Went up to the hutfe of God, &c.] Which was in Shiloh, not far | [ they wholly leave it to God's pleafure ; declaring they would 

from Mizpeh, defi, if he did not think good to accompany them with his 


25 dnd dfirryed down to the ground of the childrens of Iva] again bleffing, 
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at These 





The people bewail the iofs of Benjamin, 


CHAP. 


XXI. 


and confult how to repair it. 





Before — 


43 Thus they inclofed- the Benjamites round 


CHRIST about, and chafed them, and trode them down with 


1406. 


eafe over againft Gibeah toward the funrifing. 

44 And there fell of Benjamin eightcen thoufand 
men; all thefe were men of valour. 

45 And they turned and fled toward the wilderncfs 
unto the rock of Rimmon: and they gleaned of them 
inthe highways five thoufand men; and purfued 
hard after them unto Gidom, and flew two thoufand 
menofthem _ - 

46 So that all which fell that day of Benjamin 
were twenty and five thoufand men that drew the 
fword ; all thefe were men of valour. 

47 But fix hundred men turned and fled to the 
wildernefs unto the rezk Rimmon, and abode in the 
rock Rimmon four months. i. 

48 And the men of Ifrael turned again upon the 
children of Benjamin, and {mote them with the edge 
of the fword, as well the men of every city, as the 
beaft, and all that came to hand: alfo they fet on 
fire all the cities that they came to. 

CHA P. XXI. 

1 The people bewail the defolation of Benjamin, and feek to 
repair it. 8 By the deftruttion of Fubefh-gilcad they 
provide wives for four hundred-of thofe who had taken 

| fhelter in the rock. .16 The elders confult how to find 
wives for the remainder confiftently with an oath that 
had been taken, and adutfe the Bénjamites to carry off 
by furprife the virgins that danced dt Shiloh. 

OW the men of Ifrael had fworn in Mizpeh, 
faying, There fhall not any. of us give his 

daughter unto Benjamin to wife. 23 
2 And the people came to the houfe of God, and 

abode there tilleven before God, and lifted up their 

voices, and wept fore ; ‘ 

3 And faid, O Lorp God of Ifrael, why is this 
come to pafs in Ifrael, that there fhould be to-day 
one tribe lacking in Ifrael ? : 

4 And it came to pafs on the morrow, that the 
people rofe early, and built there an altar, and of-. 
fered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 

5 And the children of Ifracl faid, Who 7s there 
among all the tribes of Ifrael that came not up with 
the congregation unto the Lorn? For they had 
made a great oath concerning him that came not u 
to the Lorn to Mizpeh, faying, He fhall furely be 
put to death. : 

6 And the children of Ifrael répented them for 
Benjamin their brother, and faid, There is one 
tribe cut off from Ifrael this day. 

7 How fhall we do for wives for them that re- 
main, feeing we have fworn by'the Lorp that we 
will nor give them of our daughters to wives ? 

8 @ And they faid, What one 7s there of the tribes 
of Ifrael that came not up to Mizpeh to the Lorp? 
and, behold, there came none to the camp from 
Jabefh-gilead to the affembly. ; 

gl or the peoplé were numbered; and, behold, there 
seeve none of the inhabitants of Jabefh-gilead there. 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XX. 
From this chapter we learn, that God docs not difplay his ftrength, 
nor fulfil his promifes, till men have fincerely humbled themfelves 
before him ; neither does he fpare even his own church and peo- 
ple, when they provoke him to wrath againft them. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 
2 And lifted up their voices avd wept fore.) "Their joy for the vidtory 
was foon turned into mourning for the lofs of their brethren. 


Before 


to And th i i = 
d the congregation fent thither twelve thou aS 


fand men of the valianteft, and commanded them, 
faying, Go and {mite the inhabitants of Jabefh-gi- 
lead with the edge of the fword, with the women 
and the children. 

11 And this zs the thing that ve fhall do, Ye fhall 
utterly deftroy every male, and every woman that 
hath lain by man. 

12 And they found among the inhabitants of Ja- 
befh-gilead four hundred young virgins, that had 
known no man by lying with any male: and they 
brougbt them unto the camp to Shiloh; which zs in 
the land of Canaan. 

13 And the whole congregation fent foie to fpeak 
to the children of Benjamin that were in the rock 
Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them, 

14 And Benjamin came again at that time; and 
they gave them wives which they had faved alive of 
the women of Jabefh-gilead : and yet fo they fulficed 
them not. 

15 And the people repented them for Benjamin, 
becaufe that the Lory had made a breach in the 
tribes of Ifrael. , 

16 & Then the elders of the congregation faid, 
How fhall we do for wives for them that remain, fee- 
ing the women are defiroyed out of Benjamin? 

17 And they faid, There muff be an inheritance for 
them that be efcaped of Benjamin, that a tribe be 
not deftroyed out of Ifrael. 

18 Howbeit we may not give them wives of our 
daughters: for the children of Ifracl have fworn, fay- 
ing, Curfed de he that giveth a wife to Benjamin. 

19 Then they faid, Behold, there is a feaft of the 
Lorn in Shiloh yearly zz a place which ¢s on the north 
fide of Beth-el, on the eaft fide of the highway that 
goeth up from Beth-el to Shechem, and on the fouth 
of Lebonah. 

_ 20 Therefore they commanded the children of Ben- 
jamin, faying, Go and lie in wait inthe vineyards; 

21 And fee,and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh 
come out to dance in dances, then come ye outof the 
vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the 
daughters of Shiloh, and go to the land of Benjamin. 

22 And it fhall Le, when their fathers or their 
brethren come unto us to complain, that we will fay 
unto them, Be favourable unto them for our fakes: 
becaufe we referved not to each man his wife in the 
war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that 
ye fhould be guilty. 

23 And the children of Benjamin did fo, and took 
them wives, according to their number, of them that 
danced, whom they caught: and they went and re- 
turned unto their inheritance, and repaired the 
cities, and dweltin them. 

24 And the children of Ifrael departed thence at 
that time, every man to his tribe and to/his family, and 
they went out from thence every man to his inheri- 
tance. 

25 In thofe days there was no king in Hrael: every 


man did ‘hat which was right in his own eyes. 
The 


narra a nen rth NRTA 
14. Vet fa they fufficed them not-| Two hundred ftill wanted wives. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXI. 


We arc here inftructed never to abandon ourfelves to revenge, how 
juft foever it may appear; nor to chaitife the guilty with 00 great 
feverity ; and that we fhould contribute all in our power towards 
the re-eftablifhment and confolation of the mifcrable, efpecially 
if they be our brethren ; and that the glory of Gad, and the ho- 
nour of religion, require thofe things at our hands. 


a 
SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THIS BOOK. 

The facred author of this book, as a faithful hiftorian, did not omit to mention many of the groffett 
enormities, yet he has taken care to affign a reafon for thefe unrighteous procecdings, when, in four dif 
ferent places of the book of Judges, he tells us, that in thofe days there was no king in Ifrael ; and that 
for want of fuch a fupreme authority, every tribe and every city, nay which is more, every private man, 


committed many horrid things, which were not publicly allowed. 


This book fhews the omnipotency and 


mercy of the great Creator, who frequently pardoned the offences of the Ifraclites, and led them to 


viftory over their enemics. 


EXPLANATORY 


1406, 


The BOOK of RUTJG@ 





THE ARGUMENT. 


This book ts an appendix to that of Judges, and moft probably was written by the fame author, who is generally 
- allowed to be Samuel. It concludes with the genealogy of David, from Pharez the fon of Fudah, that it might 

evidently appear the Meffiah Sprung out of that tribe, according to the predittion of Facob, Gen. xlix. 10. and 
' (that ali nations may have hope in his mercy) to make it appear that he defcended from a Gentile woman. 


a 


have hope, zf If fhould have an hufband alfo to Beto. 
night, and fhould alfo bear fons 3 CHRIST 

13 Would ye tarry for them till they were grown ? [31% 
would ye ftay for them from having hufbands ? nay, 
my daughters; for it grieveth me much for your fakes, 
that the hand of the Lorp is gone out againft me. 

14 And they lifted up- their voice, and wept 
again: and Orpah kiffed her mother in law; but 
Ruth clave unto her. ; 

15 And the faid, Behold, thy fitter in law is gone 
‘back unto her people, and unfo her gods: return 
; thou after thy fifter in law. : 

16 And Ruth faid, Intreat me not to leave thee, or 
) to return from following after thee: for whither thou 
‘ goeft, I will go; and where thou lodgett, I will lodge: 
_ thy people /hal/ be my people, and thy God my God. 
! 17 Where thou dieft, will I die, and there will I 
be buried: the Lorn do fo to me, and more alfo, 
:¢f aught but death part thee and me. 
| 18 When fhe faw that fhe was ftedfaftly minded to 
,go with her, then fhe left fpeaking unto her. 

19 F So they two went until they came to Beth- 
lehem. And it came to pafs, when they were come 
to Beth-lehem, that all the city was moved about 
them, and they faid, Zs this Naomi? 

20 And fhe faid unto them, Call me not Naomi, 
call me Mara: for the Almighty hath dealt very 
bitterly with me. 

21 I went out full, and the Lorn hath brought 
me home again empty : why then call ye me Naomi, 
feeing the Lorp hath teftified againft me, and the 
Almighty hath affli&ted me? 

22 So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabitcfs, 
her daughter in law, with her, which returned out 
of the country of Moab: and they came to Beth- 
lehem in the beginning of barley harveft. 


CHAP. It. 


1 Ruth goeth by chance to glean in the Sfrelids of Boaz. 4 
Boaz taketh notice of her, and Sheweih her great favour. 
18 She returneth with what fhe had gotten to her mother 
in law, and telleth. her what had happened. 


ND Naomi had a kinfinan of her hufband’s, a 
mighty man of wealth, of the family of Elime- 
lech; and his name wis Boaz. 

2 And Ruth the Moabitefs faid unto Naomi, Let 
me now go to the field, and glean ears of corn after 
him in whofe fight I fhall find grace. And fhe faid 
unto her, Go, my daughter. 































CHAP. I. 


1 Elimelech driven by famine into Moab dicth there, as do 
alfo his fons Mahlon and Chilion, who had married 
' Moatiti/h wives. 6 Naomi the wrfe of Elimelech pre- 
pareth to return, but diffuadeth her daughters in law 
Srom going with her ; of whom Orpah leaveth her, but 
Ruth with great conflancy accompanieth her. 19 They 
éwo come to Beth-lehem, where the inhabitants flock 
round about with enquiries concerning them. 


Before OW ic came to pafs in the days when the 
‘CHRIST judges ruled, that there was a famine in the 


ta land. Anda certainman of Beth-lehem-judah 
went to fojourn in the country of Moab, he, and 
his wife, and his two fons. 

2 And thename of the man was Elimelech, and 
the name of his wife Naomi, and the name of his two 
fons Mahlonand Chilion, Ephrathites of Beth-lehem- 
judah. And they came into the country of Moab, 
and continued there. 

3 And Elimelech Naomi’s hufband died; and fhe 
was left, and her two fons. 

4 And they took them wives of the women of Moab; 
the name of the one was Orpah, and the name of the 
other Ruth: and they dwelled there about ten years. 

5 And Mahlon and Chilion died alfo both of 
them; and the woman was left of her two fons and 
her hufhand. 

6 4 Then the arofe with her daughters in law, that 
fhe might return from the country of Moab: for fhe 
had heard in the country of Moab how that the 
Lorp had vifited his people in giving them bread. 

7 Wherefore fhe went forth out of the place 
where fhe was, and her two daughters in law with 
her ; and they went on the way to return unto the 
land of Judah. 

8 And Naomi faid unto her two daughters in law, 
Go, return each to her mother’s houfe: the Lorp 
deal kindly with you, as ye have dealt with the dead, 
and with me. 

9 The Lorn grant you that ye may find ref, each 
of you in the houfe of her hufband. Then fhe kiffed 
them ; and they lifted up their voice and wept. 

to And they faid unto her, Surely we will return 
with thee unto thy people, 

11 And Naomi faid, Turn again, my daughters : 
why will ye go with me? are there yet any more fons 
inmy womb, that they may be your hufbands.? 

12 Turn again, my daughters, go your way ; for I 
am too old to have anhufband. If I fhould fay, I 


a SPSS 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, I, 


8 Go, return each t9 ber mother's houfe, &c.] Widows, it feems, were’ 
accuftomed in Moab, as well as in Tfrael, to dwell with their parents. 

11 Are there yet any more fons, &ce.] So antient was the cuftom 
of a man’s marrying his brother’s widow when he left no iffue, that 
it was derived into other nations who were not fprung from Abra- 
ham, fee Gen. xxxviii. 8. 

16 Thy people fall be my peapley and thy God my God.] A refolu- 
tion this to embrave rhe Jewifh religion entirely, fo as to be incor- 


5 


I3I2. 


3 And 


porated with the Ifraelites, as if the had been a native among them. 
20 Call me not Naomi, call me Mara, &e.| By this the intimated 

that herold name was not fuitable to her prefenc condition, which 

required fhe fhould have a contrary one, Mara fignifying bitter. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. IL. 


It is evident from this chapter, that the heathens, and iManders, 
fhould one day be permitted into the divine covenant, as it hap- 
pened fince the manifeftation of Jcfus Chriit our Lord, accerding 


to the prophets. 
EXPLANATORY 








Ruth gleaneth in the field of Boaz. 


Before 
CHRIST Fey the reapers : and her hap was to light on apart 


3312- 


3 And fhe went, and came, and gleaned in the field 


of the field Jelonging unto Boaz, who was of the 
kindred of Elimelech. 

4q And, behold, Boaz came from Beth-lehem, 
and faid unto the reapers, The Lorp de with you. 
And they anfwered him, The Loxo blefs thee. 

5 Then faid Boaz unto his fervant that was fet 
over the reapers, Whofe damfel zs this? 

6 And the fervant that was fet over the reapers 
anfwered and faid,: it zs the Moabitifh damfel that 
came back with Naomi out of the country of Moab: 

7 And the faid, I pray you, let me glean and gather 
after the reapers among the fheaves: fo fhe came, 
and hath continued even from the morning until 
now, that fhe tarried a little in the houfe. 

8 Then faid Boaz unto Ruth, Heareft thou not, 
my daughter? Gonot to glean in.another field, nei- 
ther gofromhence, but abidehere faft by my maidens: 

g Let thine eyes 4e on the field: that they do reap, 
and go thou after them: have I not charged the 
young men that they fhall not touch thee ? and when 
thou art athirft, go unto the veffels, and drink of shai 
which the young men have drawn. 

10 Then fhe fell on her face, and bowed herfelf 
to the ground, and faid unto him, Why have I found 


grace in thine eyes, that thou fhouldeft take know- |; 


ledge of me, feeing I am a ftranger? . 

11 And Boaz anfwered and faid unto her, It hath: 
fully been fhewed me, all that thou haft done unto 
thy mother in law dince the death of thine hufband: 
and ow thou haft left thy father and thy mother, and 


the land of thy nativity, and art come unto a people fF 


which thou kneweft not heretofore. : 

12 The Lorp recompenfe thy work, and a full 
reward be given thee of the Lorn God of Ifrael,, 
under whofe wings thou art come to truft. 

13 Then the faid, Let me find favour in thy fight, 
my lord; for that thou haft comforted me, and for: 
that thou haft fpoken friendly unto thine handmaid, 
though I be not like unto one of thine handmaidens. : 


t4 And Boaz faid unto her, At meal-time come ] 


thou hither, and eat of the bread, and dip thy mor~ 
fel in the vinegar. And fhe fat befide the reapers :. 
and he reached her parched corn, and the did eat, 
and was fufficed, and left. P 

15 And when fhe was rifen up to glean, Boaz. 
commanded his young men, faying, Let hefglean- 
even among the fheaves, and repreach her not: 

16 And let fall alfo fome of the handfuls of pur- 
pofe for her, and leave them, that fhe may glean them, 
and rebuke her not. ; 

17 So fhe gleaned in the field until even, and 
beat out that fhe had gleaned: and it was about an 
ephah of barley. 

18 ZI And the took i#¢ up, and went into the city: 
and her mother in faw what fhe had gleaned: 
and fhe brought forth, and gave to her that fhe had 
referved after fhe was fufficed. 


Pan eee 
saw 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IL 


4. The: Lord be with you, &c.] Here is the firft place that we meet 
with this religious falutation: it was afterwards familiar, and con- 
tinued even to our Saviour’s time, when after this manner the angel 
faluted the bleffed virgin. 

7 She tarried a little in the bewfe.]_ This fignifies, fhe went and. 
flood awhile in the tent which was pitched in the fields, for fuch as 
were weary to refrefh themfelves in, 

10 That thou faiuldeft take knowledge of me, &c.] To thew kindnefs 
is, in Scripture language, to take knowledge of. 

12 Under ahye wings thou art com +0 truft.] i.e. To feek for pro- 
tection, and commit thyfelf unto his care and good providence. . 

17 An ephah of barly.) Which is about a buthel of our meafure. 

21 All my harv-ft.} i.e. ‘The prefent barley harvelt, and the 
wheat harveft which followed it. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. I, 


We are here informed, that the kindnefs which Boaz thewed unto 
Ruth, was the effe& of God’s providence, who will never fail 
No. 23. t 

























CHAP. Il. Ruth layeth herfelf at the feet of Boaz. 


3g And her mother in law faid unto her, Where Before 


haft thou gleaned to day? and where wroughteft 
thou ? bleffed be he that did take knowledge of thee. 
And fhe fhewed her mother in law with whom fhe 
had wrought, and faid, The man’s name with whom 
I wrought to day zs Boaz. . 

zo And Naomi faid unto her daughter in law, 
Bleffed de lhe of the Lorn, who hath not left off his 
kindnefs to the living and tothe dead. And Naomi 
faid unto her, The man és near of kin unto us, one 
of our next kinfmen. 

21 And Ruth the Moabitefs faid, He faid unto 
me alfo, Thou fhalt keep faft by my young men, un- 
til they haye ended al! my harveft. 

22 And Naomi faid unto Ruth her daughter in 
law, J¢ 2s good, my daughter, that thou go out with 
his maidens, that they meet thee not in any other field. 

23 So the kept faft by the maidens of Boaz to 
glean unto the end of barley harveft and of wheat 
harveft; and dwelt with her mother in Jaw. 


CHAP. I. 

1 By Naomi’s inftruction, 6 Ruth layeth herfelf rm the 
night at the feet of Boaz; who acknowledgeth the duty 
of a hinfman, but telleth her of one who had a prior 
claim. 14 He fendeth her frome in the morning with 
fix meafures of barley. ‘ate ; 

HEN Naomi her mother in lawfaid unto her) 
My daughter, fhall I not feek reft for thee, that 
it may be well with thee? 

2 And now zs not Boaz of our kindred, with whofe 
maidens thou waft? Behold, he winnoweth barley to 
night in the threfhing-floor. 

3 Wath thyfelf therefore, and anoint thee, and 


[put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to 


the floor: dt make not thyfelf known unto the man, 
until he fhall have done eating and drinking. 

4 And it fhall be, when he lieth down, that thou 
fhalt mark the place where he thal) lie, and thou fhalt 
go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thec down; and 
he will tell: thee what thou fhalt do. 

§ And the faid unto her, All that thou fayeft unto 
me I will do. ‘ 

6 @ And fhe went down unto the floor, and did 
according to all that her mether‘in law bade her. 

7 And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his 
heart was merry, he went to lie downat the end of 
the heap of corn: and the came foftly, and uncovered 
his feet, and aid her down. 

8 And it came to pafs at midnight, that the man 
was afraid, and turned himfelf: and, behold, awo- 
man lay at his feet. 

g Andhe faid, Who art thou? And the anfwered, 
I am Ruth thine handmaid ; fpread therefore thy fkirt 
over thine handmaid; for thou @7éa near kinfman. 

ro And he faid, Bleffed de thou of the Lorn, my 
daughter : for thou haft fhewed more kindnefs in the 
latter end than at the beginning, inafmuch as thou 
followedlt not young men, whether poor or rich. 

11 And 





to reward the duty paid by children to their pious parents and 
relatives. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES oy CHAP. III. 


4 dnd thou fhalt go in, &¢.] Naomi’s defign feems, at firft fight, 
not very modeft ; but as it had no other obje@ than what was 
agreeable to the word of God, it therefore profpered. 

5 AM that thou fayef? unto me [evil da. | Ruth put great confidence 
in her mother’s prudenceand piety, and trufted God would give to 
her defign the defired fuccefs. 

7 Came fftly and uncerend his feet, and laid her down.| Ruth's 
intention, moft certainly, was only that of giving Boaz an opportu- 
nity to confider what the Jaw required of him, 

9 Spread therefire thy fhirt over thine haudaaid, &c.| Therefore, 
at this day, when two perfons are marricd among the Jews, the 
man throws the fkirre of his talith over his fpoufe, and covers her 
head with ir. 

10 As thon fellowrds, 23t young men, &c.] What a great commend- 
ation, that fhe did not feck an hufband to fatisly any loofe defires, 
but co preferve the memory of him who was dead. 
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CHRIST 
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Boaz acknowledgeth the duty of akinfman. RUTH. 





He taketh Ruth to wife, 


ec A A Ae 


Before 


11 And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to 


Curt ST hee all that thou requireft: for all the city of my 


1g12. 


people doth know that thou avéa virtuous woman. 
12 And now it is true that Lam thy near kinfinan: 
howbcit there is a kinfinan nearer than I, 


13 Tarry this night, and it fhall be in the morning, 
thet 1the will perform unto thee the part of a kinfman, 


well; let him do the kinfman’s part: but if he will 


not do the part of 4 kintman to thee, then will I do 


the part of a kinfman to thee, as the Lorp liveth: 
lie down unul the morning. 

14 @'‘And fhe lay at his feet until the morning: 
and fhe rofe up before one could know another. 
And he fai', Let it not be known that a woman came 
into the floor. 

15 Alfo he faid, Bring the veil that thou baf? upon 
thee, and hold it. And when fhe held it, he mea- 
fured fix meafures of barley, and laid it on her: and 
fhe went into'the city. : “ 

16 And when fhe came to her mother in law, fhe 
faid, Who aré thou, my daughter? And fhe told her 
all that the man had done to her. 

17 And fhe faid, Thefe fix mea/ures of barley gave 
he me; ‘for he faid to me, Go not empty unto thy 
motherin law. | 

18 Then faid fhe, Sit fill, my daughter, until thou 
know how the matter will fall: for the man will not 
be in reft, until he have finifhced the thing this day. 


CHAP. IV. 


1 Boaz propofeth to the neareft of kin the redemption of 
Elimelech’s land, and the marriage of Ruth. 


Ifrael. 9 Boaz buyeth the inheritance, and accepteth 

Ruth for his wife before the people. 13 Ruth bearcth 

Obed the grandfather of David. 

of Pharez unto David. | 
TT HEN. went Boaz up to the gate, and fat him 

down there: and, b2huld, the kinfman of whom 
Boaz fpake came by; unto whom he faid, Ho, fuch 
aone! turn afide, fit down here. 
afide, and fat down. . : 

2 And he took ten men of the elders-of.the city, 
and-faid, Sitye down here. And they fat down. 

3 And he faid unto.the kinfman, Naomi, that is 
come.again out of the country of Moab, felleth a 
parcel of land, which was our brother Elimelech’s: 

4 And I thought to advertife thee, faying, Buy z 
before the inhabitants, and before the elders of my 
people. If thou wilt redeem zé, redeem 7: butifthou 
wilt not redeem z¢, zhen tell me, that I may know: 
for /here is none to redeem zt befide thee; and I am 
after thee. And he faid, I will redeem z¢. 

5 Then faid Boaz, What day thou buyeft the field 
ofthe hand of Naomi, thou muff buy z¢ alfo of Ruth 


14 Before one could kncww another] i. ¢. Before it was light. 

Let it nat be known, &c.] For both their honour’s fake. 

16 Wha art thi, my daughter? &c.] Naomicould not difcern 
who it was, it not being light. 

18 The man will not be in refty &c.] She knew him to be a man 
of his word. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IIL 


This chapter fhews the virtuous fimplicity of thofe times; and that 


when God has any end to accomplith, he will in the mean time 
preferve from all cvil his chofen inftruments. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. 
3 Selleth a parcel of land] 


Iv. 


Our broker Elimelech’s.} 
becaufe he was near of kin to them. 














6 Thef: 
hinfman declineth both according to the manner in 





18 The generations 


And he. turned}. 


i He hereby intimates that Naomi's po- 
verty conftrained her to fell her eftate, which her hufband left her. 
Boaz calls Elimelech their brother, 


6 § And the kinfinan faid, I cannot redeem 7 for 
myfelf, Jeft I mar mine own inheritance: redeem 
thou my right to thyfelF; for I cannot redeem Zé, 

7 Now this was /he manner in former time in Ifrael 
concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for 
to confirm all things; a man plucked off his fhoe, 
and gave zé to his neighbour: and this was a teiti- 
mony in Ifrael. 

8 Therefore the kinfman faid unto Boaz, Buy i 
for thee. So he drew off his fhoe. 

9 GY And Boaz faid unto the elders, and unto all 
the people, Ye are witneffes this day, that I have 
bought all that was. Elimelech’s, and all that was 
Chilion’s and Mahlon’s, of the hand of Naomi. 

10 Moreover Ruth the Moabitefs, the wife of 
Mahlon, have! purchafed to be my wife, to raife up 
the name of the dead upon his inheritance, that the 
name of the dead be not cut off from among his 
brethren, and from the gate of his place: ye are 
witneffes this day. : , 

11 And uil the people that were in the gate, and 
the elders, faid, We are witnefles.§ The Lorp make 
thé woman that is come into thine houfe like Rachel 
and like Leah, which two did build the houfe of 
Ifrael: and do-thou. worthily in Ephratah, and be 
famous in Bethlehem = : 

12. And let thy houfe be like the houfe of Pharez, 
whom ‘Tamar bare unta :fudah, of the feed which the 
Lorp fhall give thee.-of this young woman. 

. 3 U:So Boaz took.Ruth, and fhe was his wife: 
and. when he went-in unto her, the Lorp gave her 
conception, and fhe bare a fon, 

‘94 And the women faid unto Naomi, Bleffed be 


the Lorn, which hath not Jeft theethis day without 


a kinfiman, that his name may be famous in Ifrael. 

15 And he fhall be unto thee a reftorer of thy life, 
and; a nourifher of thine. old age: for thy daughter 
in Jaw, which loveth thee, which is better to thee 
than feven fons, hath borne him. 

16 And Naomi took the child, and laid .it in her 
bofom, and. became nurfe unto it. 

2.7. And the wonien her neighbours gave it a name, 
faying, There is a fon-born to Naomi; and the 
called his name Obed: he zs the father of Jeffe, the 
father of David... , 

1+8 & Now thefe are the generations of Pharez: 
Pharez begat Hezron, 


19 And Hezron begat Ram, and Ram begat 


Amminadab, 
20 AndAmminadab begat Nahfhon, and Nahfhon 
begat Salmon, 
21 And Salmon begat Boaz, and Boaz begat Obed, 
22 And Obed begat Jeffe, and Jefle begat David. 
The 


ec ST ESR 

5 Ls raife up the name of the dead upon his inberitance.] Boaz and 
Ruth, by their condué, ftood intirely vindicated from any wanton- 
nefs of defire; neither of them being fwayed by any other motive 
than that of regard to virtue, picty, an] the law of God. 

8 He dew «ff ice] Which he gave to Boaz, in token that 
(by this rite) he parted with all his claim to him. 

17 Called his nave Obed, &c.] Signifying one who fhould be 
very ferviceable to her; Obed is literally a fervant, or one that is 
ferviceable: Obed was the grandfather of David. 

18 Now ch fz are the generanuns of Pharex, &¢ J The author be- 
gins no higher, becaufe every one knows that Pharez was the 
grandfon ot Jacob, and he the fon of Ifaac, &c. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. iv. 
It appears from this chapter, that this book was principally written 
for the fake of this genealogy; it being neceffary to trace the 


fa.nily to its origin, as the Meffiah was to {pring from it. 
EXPLANATORY 


i 
SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THIS BOCK. 


Inthis hiftory, brotherly affe€tion, humility, and reliance upon Divine Providence, are ftrongly taught. 
The charaéter of Ruth exhibits a beautiful pi@ure of open difintereftednefs, and natural tendernefs; and 
diftinguifhed honour was, doubtlefs, the reward of her exalted friendfhip. 


the Moabitefs, the wife of the dead, to raife up the Before 
name of the dead upon his inheritance. ese 
Bia, 








The Firft Book of SAMUEL, 


OTHERWISE CALLED 


The Firft Book of the KINGS. 





THE ARGUMENT. 


The two books of Samuel are public hiflories of the tranfaélions under the two laft judges, Samuel and Eli, and under 
the two firft kings, Saul and David, comprizing the compafs of one hundred years. The books of Samuel and 
Kings, beeng a continued hiftory of the reigns of the kings of Ifrael and Fudah, are therefore called the Firft, 
Second, Third, and Fourth dooks of Kings. 























Cc H A P Tz. 


1 Elkanah a Levite hath two wives ; he goeth yearly to, 
worfhip at Shiloh. 4 He favoureth Hannah, and com-} 
forteth her, when infulted on account of her barrennefs, 
by Peninnah. g Hannah in grief prayeth for a child, | 
and voweth to give him unto the LORD. 12 Eli mif-! 
taking at firft rebuketh, but afterward bleffeth her. 19 
God rememtereth Hannah; jhe beareth Samuel,. and 
Sflaycth at home till he 1s weaned. 24. She prefenteth him 
to the LORD according to her vow. 


Before IN oe: there was a certain man of Ramathaim- 


10 And fhe was in bitternefs of foul, and prayed Befors 
unto the Lorp, and wept fore. CHRIST 

11 And fhe vowed a vow, and faid, O Lorp of “7?” 
hofts, if thou wilt indeed look on the affli€tion of thine 
handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine 
handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him unto the Lorp all the days 
of De life, and there fhall no rafor come upon his 
head. 

12 I And it came te pafs, as fhe continued pray- 
ing before the Lorn, that Eli marked her mouth. 

13 Now Hannah, fhe fpake in her heart ;‘only her 
lips moved, but her voice was not heard: therefore 
Eli thought fhe had been drunken. 

14 And Eli faid unto her, How long wilt thou be 
drunken? put away thy wine from thee. 

i§ And Hannah anfwered and faid, No, my lord, 
I am a woman of a forrowful fpirit: I have drunk 
neither wine nor ftrong drink, but have poured out 
my foul before the Lorp. , 

16 Count not thine handmaid for a daughter of 
Belial: for out of the abundance of my complaint 
and grief have { fpoken hitherto. 

17 Then Eli anfwered and faid, Go in peace: and 
the God of Ifrael grant thee thy petition that thou 
haft afked of him. 

18 And fhe faid, Let thine handmaid find grace 
in thy fight. So the woman went her way, and did 
eat, and her countenance was no more fad. 

1g Z And they rofe up in the morning early, and 
worfhipped before the Lonp, and returned, and came 
to their houfe to Ramah: and E!kanah knew Hannah 
his wife ; and the Lorp remembered her. 

20 Wherefore it came to pafs, when the time was 
come about after Hannah had conceived, that fhe 
bare a fon, and called his name Samuel, faying, Be- 
caufe I have afked him ofthe Lorn, 

21 Andthe man Elkanah, and all his houfe went 
up tooffer unto the Lorp the yearly facrifice, and 
his vow. 

22 But Hannah went not up; for fhe faid unto her 
hufband, J wll not go up until the child be weaned, and 

then 


pone zophim, of mount Ephraim, and his name 
ae was Eikanah, the fon of Jeroham, the fon of 
Elihu, the fon of Tohu, the fon of Zuph, an Ephra- 

thite : 

2 And he had two wives; thé name of the one was 
Hannah, and the name of the other Peninnah: and 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 

3 And this man went up out of his city yearly to 
worfhip and to facrifice unto the Lorn or hofts in 
Shiloh. And the two fons of Eli, Hophni and Phi- 
nehas, the priefts of the Lorn, were there. 

4 4 And when the time was that Elkanah offered, 
he gave to Peninnah his wife, and to all her fonsand 
her daughters, portions: 

5 Butunto Hannah he gave a worthy portion; for 
he loved Hannah: but the Lorp had fhut up her 
womb. 

6 And her adverfaryalfo provoked her fore, for to 
make her fret, becaule the Lorp had fhut up her 
womb. 

7 And ashe did fo year by year, when fhe went 
up to the houfe of the Lorn, fo fhe provoked her ; 
therefore fhe wept, and did not eat. 

8 Then faid Elkanah her bufband to her, Hannah, 
why weepeit thou? and why eateft thou not ? and why 
is thy heart grieved? am notI better to thee than ten 
fons? 

@ So Hannah rofe up after they had eaten in Shi- 
loh, and after they had drunk. Now Eli the prieft fat 
upon a feat by a poft of the temple of the Lorp. 





SCE RE TS 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. L 


4. He gave ta Peninnah bis avifr, end to all her foxs and her daughters, 
&c.] Only the males were bound to appear before God at thefe ff 
tivals; bur devout perfons were wont to bring their wives with 
them, and their daughters as wellas {-ns. 

5 4 w.rhy portion, &.) i. e. A double portion, 


eftecmed a great bleffing, though it coft the life of the mother. See 


Gen, &XXV. 17. 
11 There fhall no rafor come upon his head.) | Hereby fhe vowed -he 


fhould be a Nazarite. 

17 Go ix peace s &¢.] Hannah’s fober and refp-ctful anfwer, con- 
vinced Eli of his error, and moved him to difmifs her with his blefs- 
ing, and a folemn prayer to God, that he would grant her requeft. 

10 She was in Litteruefs of foul, and prayed unto the Lord, &e.} Bar | 20 Samucl, &c.] Which fignifies, ++ Atk: d of God.” It is come 
xennefs was looked upon by the Jews, as one of the greateit misfor- ;} puted he was born in the time when the Philiftines oppreffed Ifrack 
tenes thar could befall any woman; and the having a child was i {er forty years together. ey 

2 


® 4 


of thankfeiving. I. SAMUEL Fl reproveth the wickednefs of his fons. 


[| 13 And the prieft’s cuftom with the people was, Before 
that, when any man offered facrifice, the prieft’s fer_CHRisr 
vant came, while the fleth was in feething, with q “7° 
flefhhook of three teeth in his hand: 

14 And he ftruck # into the pan, or kettle, or cal- 
dron, or pot; all that the flefhhook brought up the 
prieft took for himfelf.- So they did in Shiloh unto 
all the Ifraelites that came thither. 

15 Alfo before they burnt the fat, the prieft’s fer 
vant came, and faid to the man that facrificed, Give 
fleth to roaft for the prieft ; for he will not have fod. 
den fleth of thee, but raw. 

16 And 7f any man faid unto him, Let them not 
fail to burn the fat prefently, and then take as much 
as thy foul defireth; then he would anfwer him, Nay ; 
but thou fhalt give it me now: and if not, I willtake 
zé by force. 

17 Wherefore the fin of the young men. was very 
great before the Lorn: for men abhorred the offer. 
ing of the Loxp. 

18 I But Samuel miniftered before the Lorn, gc. 
ing a child, girded with a linen ephod. 

19 Moreover his mother made him alittle coat,and 
brought if to him from year to year, when fhe came 
up with her hufband to offer the yearly facrifice. 

20 ¢ And Eli bleffed Elkanah and his wife, and 
faid, The Lorp give thee feed of this woman for the 
loan which is lent tothe Lorp. And they went un- 
to. their own home. 

21 And the Lorpvifited Hannah, fo that fhe con- 
ceived, and bare three fons and two daughters. And 
the child Samuel grew before the Lorp. ‘ 

22 I Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his 
fons did unto all Ifrael;“and how they lay with the 
women that affembled a the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, 

23 And he faid unto them, Why do ye fuch things? 
for I hear of your evil dealings by all this people. 

24 Nay, my fons; for i 75 no good report that I 
hear: ye make the Lorp’s people to tranfgrefs. 

25 If one man fin againft another, the judge fhall 
judge him: but if a man fin againft the Lorp, who 
fhall intreat for him? Notwithftanding they hearl- 
ened not unto the voice of their father, becaufe tie 
Lorp would flay them, 

26 And the child Samuel grew on, and was in fa- 
vour both with the Lorp, and alfo with men. 

27 I And there came a man of God unto Eli, and 
faid unto him, Thus faith the Lorp, Did I plainly 
appear unto the houfe of thy father, when they were 
in Egypt in Pharaoh’s houfe ? 

28 And did I choofe him out of all the tribes of 
MHrael to de my prieft, to offer upon mine altar, to burn 
incenfe, to wear an ephod before me ? and did I give 
unto the houfe of thy father all the offerings made by 
fire of the children of Ifrael ? 

29 Whercfore kick ye at my facrifice-and at mine 
offering, which I have commanded in my habitation; 
and honoureft thy fons above me, to make yourfelves 
fat with the chiefeft of all the offerings of Ifracl my 
people? 

30 Wherefore the Lorp God of Ifrael faith, I faid 
indeed that thy houfe, and the houfe of thy father, 
fhould walk before me for ever: but now the Lorp 


faith, Be it far from me; for them that honour me I 
will 


Hannah's fong 


Before then I will bring him, that he may appear before the 
CURIST LORD, and there abide for ever. 

23 And Efkanah her hufband faid-unto her, Do 
what feemeth theegood; tarry until thou have weaned 
him; only the Loxp eftablifh his word. So the woman 
abode, and gave her fon fuck until fhe weaned him. 

24 @ And when fhe had weaned him, fhetook him 
up with her, with three bullocks, and one ephah of 
flour, and a bottle of wine, and brought him unto the 
houfe of the Lorn in Shiloh: and the child was 
young. : 

25 And they flewa bullock, and brought the child 
to Eli. 

155-26 Anal the faid, Oh my lord, as thy foul liveth, 
my lord, I am the woman that ftood by thee here, 
praying unto the Loxp. 

27 For this child I prayed; and the Lorp hath 
given me my petition which I afked of him: 

“28 Therefore alfo I have lent him to the Lorp; 
as long as he liveth he fhall be Icnt to the Lorp. 
And he worfhipped the Lorp there. 


CHAP. II, 


1 Hannah's fong in thankfulnefs to God. 12 The fin of 
Eli's fons. 18 Samuel's minifiry, 20 Eli bleffeih 
Elkanah and his wife, who beareth more children. 22 
Eli reproveth his fons. 27 A prophecy againft Eli's 
houfe. 

A ND Hannah prayed, and faid, My heart re- 

joiceth in the Lorp, mine horn is exalted in 

the LoxD; my mouth is enlarged over mine ene- 
mies; becaufe I rejoice in thy falvation. 

2 There is none holyas the Lorp: for there is none 
befide thee: neither zs there any rock like our God. 

3 Talk no more fo exceeding proudly ; let xo¢ arro- 
gancy come out of your mouth: for the Lorp isaGod 
of knowledge, and by him aStions are weighed. 

4 The bows of the mighty men are broken, and 
they that ftumbled are girded with ftrength, 

5 They that were full have hired out themfelves for 
bread; and they that were hungry ceafed: fo that the 
barren hath borne feven; and fhe that hath many chil- 
dren is waxed feeble. 

6 The Lonp killeth, and maketh alive: he bring- 
eth down to the grave, and bringeth up. 

7 The Loxp maketh poor, and maketh rich: he 
bringeth low, and lifteth up. 

8 He raifeth up the poor out of the duft, and lift- 
cth up the beggar from the dunghil, to fet hem among 
princes, andtomakethem inherit the throne of glory; 
for the pillars of the earth are the Lorp’s, and he 
hath fet the world upon them. 

9 He will keep the feet of his faints, and the wick- 
ed fhall be filent in darknefs ; for by ftrength fhall 
no man prevail. 

10 The adverfaries of the Lorp fhall be broken 
to pieces; out of heaven fhall be thunder upon 
them: the Lorp fhall judge the ends of the earth; 
and he fhall give ftrength unto his king, and exalt 
the horn of his anointed. 

11 And Elkanah went to Ramah to his houfe. 
And the child did minifter unto the Lornp before 
Eli the prieft. 

12 G Now the fons of Eli were fons of Belial ; 
they knew not the Lorn. 






































3 Let nat arrigancy, &c.] i. e. Forbear reproaches. — 
5 They that were hungry ceafed, &c.] i. e. To complain of hunger. 
11 Before Eli the prioff.] ive. As Eli had appointed. : 
12 They knew not the Lord.| i. e. They minded nor the divine fer- 
vice, nor took any careto honour God. 

15 Before they burnt the fat, S>. J Which belonged to God en- 
tirely. 
Z Men abherred the offering of the Lord.] There is nothing brings 
teligion fo much into the contempt ofthe people, as the immorality 
and profanenefs of the minifters thereof. 

24 Nay, my fons—it is no good report that I hear, &c.] The language 
ofa tender father, bur not of a zealous judge - 

30 Beit far from me, &e.] This threatening took place in the 


reign 
1 


28 f bave lent him to the Lord, &c.] i.e. Reftored him to the Lord, 
who gave him to her, ; . 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP, I, 
Here may be feen the reward of faith and prayer; alfo the beha- 
viour and conduét of thofe fathers and mothers that fear God; 
whofe chief concern is to devote their children to the Lord. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IL 
1 Hannah prayed] In the Scripture language the word « Prayer,” 
is often ufed for thankfgiving, 

* My mouth tsenlarged wuer mine cuemitsy &c.] Hannah was now fur- 
nifhed with a full anfwer to Penitinah, who had upbraided her with 
fteriliry, 

3 


God calleth Samuel. 


Before will honour, and they that defpife me fhall be lightly 
cHRIST a ftcemed. 
"5" 31 Behold, the davs come, that I will cut off thine 
arm, and the arm of thy father’s houfe, that there 
ghall not be an old man in thine houle. 

32 And thou fhalt fee an enemy zz my habitation, 
in all the wealth which God fhall give Ifrael: and 
there thall net be an old man in thine houfe for ever. 


33 And the man of thine, whom I fhall not cut off 


from mine altar, /hail be to confume thine eyes, and 
to grieve thine heart: and all the increafe of thine 
houfe fhail die in the flower of their age. 

34 And this /hall be a fign unto thee, that fhall 
come upon thy two fons, on Hophni and Phinchas ; 
in one day they fhall die both of them. 

35 And I will raife me upa faithful prieft, ¢hat fhall 
-do according to thet which is in mine heart, and in 
my mind: and I will build him a fure houfe; and he 
fha!] walk before mine Anointed for ever. 

36 And it fhall come to pafs, ¢ha/ every one that is 
left in thine houfe fhall come and crouch to him for 
apiece of filver and a morfel of bread, and fhall fay, 
Pur me, I pray thee, into one of the prieft’s offices, 
thar I may eat a piece of bread. 

C H A P. SKUiIl. 
1 The manner in which the word of the Lord was firft re- 
vealed to Samuel. 11 God fheweth to Samuel the de- 
Sftrudtion of Elis houfe. 
tell:th him the vifion. 19 Samuebis favoured by God, 
and acknowledged for a prophet in Lrael. 
A Nid the child Samuel miniftered unto the Loxp 
before Eli. And the word of the Lorn was 
precious in thofe days; ¢here was no open vifion. 

2 And it came to pafs at that time, when Eli was 
laid down in his place, and his eyes began to wax 
dim, that he could not fee ; 

3 And ere the lamp of God went out in the temple 
of the Lorp, where the ark of God was, and Samuel 
was laid down to fleep : 

4 That the Lorp cailed Samuel: and he anfwer- 
ed, Here am I. 

5 And he ran unto Eli, and faid, Here am1; for 
thou calledf{ me. And he faid, I called not; lie 
down again. And he went and lay down. 

6 And the Lorb called yet again, Samuel. And 
Samuel arofe and went to Eli, and faid, Here amI; 
for thou didft call me. And he anfwered, I called 
nor, my fon; lie down again. 

7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lorn, nei- 
ther was the word of the Lorp yet revealed unto 
him. 

8 And the Lorp called Samuel again the third 
time. And he arofe and wentto Eli, and faid, Here 
am 1; for thou didf&t call me. And Eli perceived 
that the Lorn had called the child. 

g Therefore Eli faid unto Samuel, Go, lie down: 
and it fhall be, if he call thee, that thou fhale fay, 
Speak, Lorp: for thy fervantheareth. So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place. 


ee ene ean EE EESEUU DEEP EEROEEEEERT 
reign of Solomon, who depofed Abiathar, the Jaft of Eli’s line, from 
the priefthood, and fet up Zadok in his place. 

32 Thon foalt fre an enemy in riy habitation, &c.| Eli faw the ta- 
bernacle deprived of the ark which was the glory of it; and lived 
to hear that the Philiftines had taken rhe ark. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, II. 
Here we have anaw ful leffon, namely, that an improper indulgence 
of parents to their children is a very great fin; that God pu- 
nifhes fuch parents by the children themfelves; that it often 
taufes the deftruétion of families, and draws upon them the curfe 
oF the Almighty- 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IIE. 

1 The wird of the Lird was precious,] God in thofe days very 
rargly revealed his will to any one. 

7 Sariael ded sot yet know the Lird, &c-} He did not know how 
God was wont to teach and inftruct men in his will. 

12 Wher f begin I will alfs make avend.] Signifying that he 
would perfevere in his punifhments, and not defift after he began, 
till all his threatenings were fulfilled. : 

No. 23- 


CHAP. Ill. Iv. 














15 Samuel adjured by El: 





The Lraelites finitten at Eben-czer. 


10 And the Lorp came, and ftood, and called as gules 
at other times, Samuel, Samuel. Then Samuel an- ~ i365. 


fwered, Speak; for thy fervant heareth. 

11 q And the Lorp faid to Samuel, Behold, I will 
doa thing in Ifrael, at which both the ears of every 
one that hearcth it fhall tingle. 

12 In that day I will perform againft Eli all things 
which I have fpoken concerning his houfe: when I 
begin, I will alfo make an end. 

13 For I have told him that I will judge his houfe 


| for ever for the iniquity which he knoweth; be- 


caule his fons made themfelves vile, and he reftrain- 

ed them not. 

14 And therefore I have fworn unto the houle of 
Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s houfe fhall not be 
purged with facrifice nor offering for ever. 

15 I And Samuel lay until the morning, and 
opened the doors of the houfe of the Lorp. And 
Samuel feared to fhew Eli the vifion. 

16 Then Eli called Samucl, and faid, Samuel, my 
fon. And he anfwered, Here am I. 

17 And he faid, What is the thing that the LORD 
hath faid unto thee? I pray thee hide zé not from me: 
God do fotothce, and more alfo, if thou hide any 
thing from me of all the things that he faid unto 
thee. 

18 And Samuel told him every whit, and hid no- 
thing from him. And he faid, It is the Lorn: let 
him do what feemeth him good. 

19 © And Samuel grew, and the Lorp was with 
him, and did let none of bis words fal] to the ground. 

20 And all Ifrael from Dan even to Beetfheba 
knew that Samuel was eftablifhed éo e a prophet of 
the Lorp. 

2t And the Lorp appeared again in Shiloh: for 
the Loxp revealed himfelf to Samuel in Shiloh -by 
the word of the Lorp. 

C H A PP. IV. 

1 The Ifraelites are finitten by the Philiftines at Ebcn~ 
exer. 4 They fetch the ark to the terror of their ene- 
mies ; 10 but are fmitten again, the ark taken, and the 
two fons of Eli flain. 12 Upon hearing the news Ele 
falleth backward, and breaketh his neck. 19 The wife 
of Phinehas through grief falleth in labour, is delivers 
ed of I-chabod, and dteth. 

ANS the word of Samuel came to all Ifrael. 

Now Ifrael went out againft the Philiftines to 
battle, and pitched befide Eben-ezer: and the Phi- 
liftines pitched in Aphek. 

2 And the Philiftines put themfelves in array 
againft Ifrael: and when they joined battle, Ifrael 
was {mitten before the Philiftines: and they fiew of 
the army in the field about four thoufand men. 

3 I And when the people were come into the 
camp, the elders of Ifrael faid, Wherefore hath the 
Lorp {mitten us to day before the Philiftines? Let 
us Fetch the ark of the covenant of the Lorp out of 
Shiloh unto us, that, when it cometh among us, it 
may fave us out of the hand of our enemies. 

4 So 


a A RNS 
18 Samucl told him every whit—It is tke Lord, &c.] And as this 
fentence was denounced by a child, it had a greater effect on Eli, 
than the meffage of the prophet : he humbly acknowledged the juftice 
of God, and fubmitted to his fentence with a traly penitent heart. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. Il. 

We learn from this chapter that God manifelts himfelf to thofe that 
feat him; particularly fuch as devote themfelves to him in their 
tender age, and hearken to his voice. ‘he anfwer of Eli teaches 
us to fubmit in all things to the willof God with perfect refignay 
tion, and humbly to adore the righteoufnels of his judgments. © 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


t The avord of Samuel came ta all If:ael, & ] Now Samuel fet up 
colleges of the prophets, who in time were fettled in divers parts of 
the country, for the better preferving and f{preading the knowledge 


.of God among the people. 


3 Let us feck the ark of the covenaniy &c.}] Both the foregoing 
expreffion and this expedient were equaily ridiculous, to confide in 
God’s help when they lived in open difobedjence to him. 


3Y 4 They 


T1qte 


on 


The ark of God taken. 


Before 


Eli’s death. 


4 So the people fent to Shiloh, that they might 


H : 
¥ RIST bring from thence the ark of the covenant of the 


Loge. 


Lorp of hofts, which dwelleth Jetween the cherubims: 
and the two fonsof Eli, Hophniand Phinehas, were 
there with the ark of the covenant of God. 

5 And when the ark of the covenant of the Lorn 
came into the camp, all Ifrael fhouted with a great 
fhout, fo that the earth rang again. 

6 And when the Phililtines heard che noife of the 
fhout, they faid, What meazech the noife of this great 
fhout in the camp of the Hebrews ? And they under- 
ftood that the ark of the Lorp was come into the 
camp. : | 

7 And the Philiflines were afraid, for they faid, 
God is come into the camp. And they {aid, Woe unto 
us! for there hath not been fuch a ching heretofore. 

8 Woe unto us! who fhall deliver us out of the 
hand of thefe mighty gods? thefe are the gods that 
fmote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the 
wildernels. 

9 Be ftrong, ‘and quit yourfelves like men, O ye 
‘Philiftines, that ye be not fervants unto the Hebrews, 
as they have been to you: quit yourfelves like men, 


and fight. 
10 And the Philiftines fought, and Ifrael was 
fmitren, and they fled every man into his tent: and 
there was avery great flaughter; for there’ fell of 
Ifracl thirty thoufand footmen. 

rt And the ark of God was taken; and the two 
fons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were flain. 

12 And there ran a man of Benjamin out of the 
army, and came to Shiloh the fame day with his 
clothes rent, and with earth upon his head. 

13 And when he came, lo, Eli fat upon a feat by 
the way fide watching : for his heart trembled for the 
ark of God. And when the man came into the city, 
and told 7, all the city cried out. . 

14 And when Eli heard the noife of the crying, 
he faid, What meaneth the noife of this tumult ? And 
the man came in haftily, and told Eli. 

15 Now Eli was ninety and eight years old; and 
his eyes were dim, that he could not fee. 

16 And the man faid unto Eli, I am he that came 
out of the army, and I fled to day out of the army. 
And he faid, What is there done, my fon? ; 

17 And the meffenger anfwered and faid, Ifrael is 
fled before the Philiftincs, and there hath been alfo 
a great flaughter among the people, and thy two fons 
alfo, Hophni and Phinchas, are dead, and the ark of 
God is taken. ; 

18 And it came to pafs, when he made mention of 
the ark of God, that he fell from off the feat back- 
ward by the fide of the gate, and his neck brake, and 
he died; for he was an old man, and heavy. And he 
had judged Ifrael forty years. 

19% And his daughter in law, Phinehas’ wife was 
with child, near to be delivered: and when fhe heard 
the tidings that the ark of Godwastaken, and that her 
father in law and her hufband were dead, fhe bowed 
herfclf and travailed; for her pains came upon her. 

20 And about the time of her death the women that 
{tood by her faid unto her, Fear not ; for thou haft 


i EE e 
4 They fent to Shilob that they might bring fram thence the ark, &c.] 


"As this was done without any warrant from God, ic provoked him 
rather than procured his prefence among them. 

te iis eyes evere dim that he could nat fee.) Eli _was not able to 
difcern the fadnefs which was in the countenances of the people, but 
only heard their shricks and lamentations. 
18 When he made mention of the ark of God, that he fell from off, &c.J 
Ne find he was not fo much affeéted with the lofs of his fons, and the 
Naughter of che people, as with the lofs of the ark of God; for he 
kept up his courage, and did not fall till he heard chat misfortune. 

21 She named the child I-chabod, &c.] Which fignifics No glory, 
or Without glory. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 

’e here find, that the threatenings of the Lord never fail to be ex- 
ecuted upon a guilty and impenitent people; and by the taking 
of the ark and the defeat of the Ifraelites by the Philiftines, we 
may learn, that neither the covenant of God, nor the marks and 


1 SAMU-EL. Dagon falleth before the ark of God, 


borne a fon. But fhe anfwered not, neither did the Befure 


regard zt. 

21 And fhe named the child I-chabod, faying, The 
glory is departed from I frael: becaufe the ark of God 
was taken, and becaufe of her father in law and her 
hufband. 

22 And fhe faid, The glory is departed from 
Ifrael : for the ark of God is taken. 


c H A PP Vz 
1 The Philiftines bring the ark into the houfe of Dagon 
at Afndod. 3 Dagon is caft down and broken in pie 
ces Lefore the ark. 6 Themen of Afhdod are fmztten 
with emerods. 8 The ark beng carried to Gath, the 
men of Gath are fmitien with the like plague. 


ND the Philiftines took the ark of God, and 
brought it from Eben.~ezer unto Afhdod. 

2 When the Philiftines took the ark of God, they 
brought it into the houfe of Dagon, and fet it by 
Dagon. 

3 @ And when they of Afhdod arofe early on the 
morrow, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to 
the earth before the ark of the Lornp. And they 
took Dagon, and fet him in his place again. 

4 And when they arofe early on the morrow 
morning, behold, Dagon was fallen upon his face to 
the ground before the ark of the Loxp; and the head 
of Dagon and both the palms of his hands were cut 
off upon the threfhold ; only the flump of Dagon was 
left to him. 

5 Therefore neither the priefts of Dagon, nor any 
that come into Dagon’s houle, tread on the threfhold 
of Dagon in Afhdod unto this day. 

6U Butthe hand ofthe Lory was heavy upon them 
of Afhdod, and he deftroyed them, and fmote them 
with emerods, even Afhdod, and the coaft's thereof. 

7 And when the men of Afhdod faw that it was 
fo, they faid, The ark of the God of Ifrael fhall not 
abide with us: for his hand is fore upon us, and 
upon Dagon our god. 

8 4 They fenttherefore and gathered all the lords 
of the Philiftines unto them, and faid, What fhall 
we do with the ark of the God of Ifrael? And they 
anfwered, Let the ark of the God of Ifrael be carried 
about unto Gath. And they carried the ark of the 
God of Ifrael about thither. 

g And it was fo, that after they had carried it 
about, the hand of the Lorp was againft the city 
with avery great deftru&tion: and he fmote the men 
of the city, both fmall and great, and they had emc- 
rods in their fecret parts. ; 

10 @ Thereforethey fent the ark of God to Ekron. 
And it came to pafs, as the ark of God came to Ek-~ 
ron, that the Ekronites cried out, faying, They have 
brought about the ark of the God of Irae] to us, to 
flay us and our people. 

11 So they fent and gathered together alJ the lords 
of the Phililtines, and faid, Send away the ark of the 
God of Ifrael, and let it go again to his own place, 
that it flay us not, and our people: for there was a 
deadly deftru€tion throughout all the city : the hand 
o€ God was very heavy there. 

12 And 


a 
feals of the covenant, will fecure from divine vengeance thofe 
who provoke him by their unrighteoufnefs- 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V. 

3 Dagon awas fallen upox his face to the carth, &c.] He wasina 
pofture of the moft humble adoration (which was proftration) ac- 
knowledging the God of Ifrael to he above all gods. 

6 Even dibdod and the coafts thereyf.] The generality of the people 
were {mitten with this plague. 

7 When the mex 0f Afbded faw that it was fo, &c.| Their eyes were 
now opened to fee, thar though they had vanquifhed the Ifraclites, 
they could not ftand before the God of Ifracl. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V. 


From this chapter we may remark, that God takes care of his glory ; 
and though he fometimes fuffers his enemies to have an advantige, 
and events to fall outapparently contrary to his purpofe, he fooner 
or later difplays his power and vengeance, to the confufion of 
thofe who violate it, and to the honour of his moft holy name. 

EXPLANATORY 


CHRIS} 


Adga, 


—_—— 
The Philiftines fend back the ark. CHAP. VI. VI. The people are mitten Sor looking into it. 


Before 


re And the men that died not were fmitren with the 


CHRIST. erods: and the cry of the city went up to heaven. 


143. 


8140+ 


C HAP. VI. 

x After feven months the Philtftines take counfel bow to 
fend back the ark. 10 They bring it on a new cart with 
an offering unto Beth-fbemefh. 
are fmi'ten for looking into the ark, 21 They Jend to 
the inbabitants of Kirjath-jearim to fetch it, 

ND the ark of the Lorp was in the country of 
the Philiftines feven months. 

2 Andthe Philiftines called for the priefts and the 
diviners, faying, What fhall we do to the ark of the 
Lorp? tell us wherewith we fhall fend it to his place. 

3 And they faid, If ye fend away the ark of the God 
of Ifrael, fend it not empry; but in any wife return 
him a trefpafs offering : then ye fhall be healed : and 
it fhall be known to you why his hand is not removed 
from you. ‘ 

4 Then faid they, What /hall be the trefpafs offering 
which we fhall return to him? They anfwered, Five 
golden emerods, and five golden mice, according to the 
number of the lords of the Philiftines: for one plague 
qas on you all, and on your lords. 

5 Wherefore ye fhall make images of your emerods, 
and images of your mice that mar the land; and ye 
fhall give glory unto the God of Ifrael: peradventure 


he will lighten his hand from off you, and from off | 


your gods, and from off your land. 

“6 Wherefore then do ye harden your hearts, as the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh hardened their hearts? when 
he had wrought wonderfully among them, did they 
not let the people go, and they departed ? 

7 Now therefore make a newcart, and take two 
milch kine, on which there hath come no yoke, and 
tie the kine to the cart, and bring their calves home 
from them: 

8 And take the ark of the Lorn, and lay it upon 
the cart; and put the jewels of gold, which ye return 
him jor a trefpafs offering, in a coffer by the fide 
thereof; and fend it away, that it may go. ; 

g And fee, if it goeth up by the way of his own 
coaft to Beth-fhemefh, ¢bex he hath done us this great 
evil, burif not, then we fhall know that it 7s not his 


hand fhat {mote us; it wasa chance shat happened 
to us. 

: a { And the men did fo; and took two milch 
kine, and tied them to the cart, and fhut up their 
calves at home: 

rr And they laid the ark of the Lorp upon the 
cart, and the coffer with the mice of gold and the 
images of their emerods. 

12 And the kine took the ftraight way to the way 
of Beth-fhemeth, and went along the highway, lowing 
as they went, and turned not afide /o the right hand or 
tothe left ; and the lords of the Philiftines went after 
them unto the border of Beth-fhemefh. _ 2 

13 And they of Beth-fhemefh were reaping their 
«heat harveft in the valley: and they lifted up their 
eyes, and faw the ark, and rejoiced to fee 7. 

-- 44 And the cart came into the field of Jofhua, a 


eS 
EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. VI. 


2 And the diviners, &C.| Thefe were a kind of prophets, pre- 
tending to know the will of God, and to foretel future events. 

4 Five golden emerods, and. five golden mice, &c.] In hopes fhortly 
to be delivered from the emerods and mice wherewith they were 
forely afflicted, the Philiftines fent the images of them unto that 
God from whom they expected deliverance. ; 

q Make a new cart, &c.| For they would employ nothing about 
theark that had ferved for any other ufe. : 

14 And flood theres &c.} Here was another tairacle added tothat 
of the kine going direétly towards Beth-fhemefh, lowing all the way 
after their calves; namely, that they fhould ftand ftill as foon as 
they were come into aterritory of a city of the priefts, whofe duty 
it was to take cate of the ark of God. Ee 

19 Fifty thoufand and threefcore and ten men, &C.| "This is by fome 
interpreted thus: He fmote threefcore and ten men, fifty out of a 
thoufand men; that is, fay they, God was fo indulgent as not to 


3 
‘ 


vr 


19 The Beth-fhemites: 


Beth-fhemite, and food rhere, where there was a great 
ftone: and they clave che wood of the cart, and offered 
the kine a burnt offering unto the Lorp. 

15 And the Levites rook down the ark of the Lorn, 
and the coffer that was with it, wherein the jewels of 
gold were, and put ‘bem on the great ftone: and the 
men of Beth-fhemeth offered burnt offerings and fa- 
crificed facrifices the fame day unto the Lorp. 

16 And when the five lords of the Philiftines had 
feen é, they returned to Ekron the fame day. 

17 And thefe are the golden emerods which the 
Philiftines returned fora trefpals offering unto the 
Lorp ; for Afhdod one, for Gaza one, for Afhkelon 
one, for Gath one, for Ekron one; 

18 And the golden mice, according to the number 
of all the cities of the Philiftines Ze/omging to the five 
lords, Joth of fenced cities, and of country villages, 
even unto the great flone of Abcl, whereon they fet 
down the ark of the Lorn: which ftone remaineth unto 
this day in the field of Jofhua, the Beth-fhemure. 

19 ¢ And he {mote the men of Beth-fhemefh, be- 
caufe they had looked into the ark of the Lorn, even 
he {mote of the people fifty thoufand andthreefcoreand 
ten men: and the people lamented, becaufe the Lorp 
had {mitten wavy of the people with a great flaughter. 

20 And the men of Beth-fhemeth faid, Who is.able 
to ftand before this holy Loxp God? and to whom 
fhall he go up from us? ; 

21 G And they fent meffengers to the inhabitants 
of Kirjath-jearim, faying, The Philiftines have 
brought again the ark of the Lorn; come ye down, 
and fetch it up to you. 


CHAP VHX. 

1 The ark is brought into the boufe of Abinadab at Kir. 
jath—jearim, where it is kept by one of bis fons, and 
abideth twenty years. 3 Al the exhortation of Samuel 
the Ifraelites folemuly repent at Mizpeb. 7 The people 

are clarmed with an irruption of the Philiftines. g 

While Samuel prayeth and facrificeth, the Lord difcom. 

Jiteth the Philiftines with thunder at Eben-exer. 13 

The Philiflines are fubdued. 15 Samuel peaceably and 

religioufly judgetb Ifrael. 

A ND the men of Kirjath-jearim came, and fetched 

up the ark of the Lorp, and brought it into the 

houfe of Abinadab in the hill, and fanctified Eleazar 
his fon to keep the ark of the Lorp. 

2 And it came to pafs, while the ark abode in Kir~ 
jath-jearim, that the rime was long; for it was twenty 
years: and all the houfe of Ifrael lamented after the 
Lorp. 

3 ¢ And Samuel fpake unto all the houfe of Ifrael, 
faying, If ye de return unto the Lorp with all your 
hearts, /bex put away the ftrange gods and Afhtaroth 
from among you, and prepare your hearts unto the 
Lorn, and ferve him only: and he will deliver you 
out of the hand of the Philiftines. 

4 Then the children of Ifrael did put away Baalim 
and Afhraroth, and ferved the Lorp only. 

5 And Samuel faid, Gather all Ifrael to Mizpeh, 
and I will pray for you unto the Lorn. 

6 And 





flay all chat were guilty, but only feventy of them ; obferving this 
proportion, that he {mote only a twentieth part. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 


Here we fec, that the triumph of the Philiftines was of very fhort 
duration: fince God forced them foon to bring back his ark with 
an offering; which fhews the dread they had of the God of 
Ifrael, and was a folemn acknowledgement of his power, and a 
monument of the plagues with which God had fmitten them: thus 
God always maintains the intereft of his glory, and obliges his 
enemies to do homage to his power. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIL. 


2 Itewas twenty years: and all the hmfe of Ifracl, &c.] "This may 
be rendered, It was twenty years, then all the houfe of Ifracl la- 
mented, &c. the meaning of which is, that ic was twenty years 
before the houfe of Ifrael lamented, &c. &c. 

6 And 


Before 


CHRIST 
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1120. 


The Ifraelites folemnty repent at Mizpeh. 1. SAMUEL, 








The Ifraelites defire a hing, 


. ie > 
eee 6 And they gathered together to Mizpeh,and drew 3 And his fons walked not in his ways, but turned Pefore 
treo, Water,and poured zt out before the Logon, and fafted |] afide after Iucre, and took bribes, and perverted CHRIST 
: on that day, and faid there, We have finned againft [| judgment. nt 
the Lorp, And Samuel judged the children of Ifrael 4 Then all the elders of Ifrael gathered themf{elves 
in Mizpeh. together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, 
- € And when the Philiftines heard that the chil- 5 And faid unto him, Behold, thou art old, and 
dren of Ifraet were pathered together to Mizpeh,]|thy fons walk not in thy ways: now make usa king 
the lords of the Philiftines went up againft Ifrael. J} to judge us like all the nations. 
And when the children of Ifrael heard z, they were 6 But the thing difpleafed Samuel, when they ico., 
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faid, Give us a king to judge us. And Samuel pray- 
ed unto the Lorp. 

7 And the Lorn faid unto Samuel, Hearken unto 
the voice of the people in allthat they fay untothee: 
for they have not reje@led thee, but they have re. 
je&ted me, that I fhould not reign over them. 

8 According toall the works which they have done 
fince the day that I brought them up out of Egypt 
Yeven unto this day, wherewith they have forfakenme, 
and ferved other gods, fo do they alfo unto thee. 

9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: how- 
beit yet proteft folemnly unto them, and fhew them 
the manner of the king that fhall reign over them. 

10 I And Samuel told all the words of the Lorp 
unto the people that afked of him a king. 

11 And he faid, This will be the manner of the 
king that fhall reign over you: He willtake your fons, 
and appoint éhem for himfelf, for his chariots, and do de 
his horfemen; and fome fhallrun before his chariots. 

12 And hewill appointhim captains over thoufands, 
and captains over fifties; and will fet them to ear his 
ground, and to reap his harveft, and to make his in- 
{truments of war, and inftruments of his chariots. 


afraid of the Philiftines. 

8 And the cchildren of Ifrael faid to Samuel, Ceafe }- 
not to cry unto the Lurp our God for us, that he will 
fave us out of the hand of the Philiftines. . 

g 2 And Samucl took a fucking lamb, and offered 
z for a burnt offering wholly unto the Lorp: and 
Samuel cried unto the Lorp forIfrael; and the Lorp{. 
heard him. 

10 And as Samuel-was offering up the burnt offer- 
ing, the Philiftines drew near-to battle againft Ifrael: 
but the Lory thundered with a great thunder on 
that day upon the Philiftines, and difcomfited them; 
and they were finitten before Irael. 

ar And the men of Ifrael went out of Mizpch, 
and purfued the Philiftines, and fmote them, until 
they come under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a ftone, and fet 7¢ between 
Mizpeh and Shen, and called the name of it Eben- 
ezer, faying, Hitherto hath the Lorn helped us. 

13 § Sothe Philiflines were fubdued,and they came 
no more into the coaft of Ifrael: and the hand of the 
Lon p was again{tthe Philiftinesall the days of Samuel. 

14 And the cities which the Philiftines had taken 
from Ifrael were reftored to Ifrael, from Ekron even 
unto Gath; and the coaftsthereof did Ifrael deliver 
out of the hands of the Philiftines. And there was 
peace between Ifrael and the Amorites. 

15 2 And Samuel judged Ifrael all the days of his 
life. 

-16 And he went from year to year in circuit to. 
Beth-el, and Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Ifrael 
in all thofe places. 

17 And his return was to Ramah; for there was 
his houfe; and there he judged Ifrael ; and there he 
built an altar unto the Lorn. 


C H A P. VII. 


1 By-occafion of the ill goverument of Samuel's fons the 
Lfraclites defire a king. 6 Samuel is difpleafed, and 
prayeth ; he ts comforted Ly God, but withal admonifh- 
ed to hearken unto the people’s requeft. 10 He fetteth 
before them by Ged’s command the manner in which 
they muft expe a king to rule over them. 19 The peo~ 
ple fill continue their emportunity, and God diretteth 
Samuel to yield to them. 

ND it came to pafs, when Samuel was old, that 
he made his fons judges over Ifrael. 
2 Now the name of his firftborn was Joel: and the 
oe of his fecond, Abiah : ¢hey were judges in Beer- 
eba. 


tionaries, and /o de cooks, and ¢o ée hakers. 

14 And he will take your fields, and your vine- 
yards, and your oliveyards, even the beft of them, and 
give them to his fervants. ; 

15 And he will take the tenth of your feed, and of 
your vineyards, and give to his officers, and to his 
fervants. 

16 And he will take your menfervants, and your 
maidfervants, and your goodlieft young men, and 
your affes, and put éhem to his work. 

17 He will take the tenth of your fheep: and ye 
fhall be his fervants. 

18 And yc fhall cry out in that day becaufe of 
your king which ye fhall have chofen you; and the 
Lorp will not hear you in that day. , 

19 @ Neverthelefs the people refufed to obey the 
voice of Samuel; and they faid, Nay; but we will 
have a king over us; ; 

20 That we alfo may be like all the nations; and 
that our king may judge us, and go out before us, 
and fight our battles. 

21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, 
and he rehearfed them in the ears of the Lorn. 

22 And the Lorn faid to Samuel, Hearken unto 
their voice,and make themaking. And Samuel faid 
unto the menof I frael, Go yeevery man untohis city. 

CHAP. 
re SENT 
Thefe are the words of an angry fovercign, being as much as to 
fay, Let them have their will. 

t2 He ceil appoint hin capiains, &.] i.e. Some he will appoint 
to military employment: ; fome to agriculture and hufbandry ; and 
others he will make artificers. 

14. Aud give them to hit ferven's ] ic. Beftow them on fuch of his 
courtiers as he fhall think proprr. 

19 Nay 5 bet we will have a king ever us.] We find Samuel's de- 
{cription, of the government of the eaftern kings did not deter them 
{ from perfifting in their defires ; they peremptorily demanded aking, 
though Samuel told them that this demand was a rejection of the go- 
vernment of Ged. 

22 Gr yeerzery man unto his city.| Samuel bade them leave the bre 
fine‘s unto him, and God, he doubted not, would fet a king over 
* them. . 

1 GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. VIEL 

i This chapter informs us, that God always makes known to men his 
4 will, and their duty; and forewarns them of the misfortunes that 
threaten them,and which they draw upon themfelves, after hav- 


ing refufed to follow his counfel. : 
4 EXPLANATORY 





6 dnd drew water, and poured it cut before the Lord, &c. It is ge- 
nera‘ly fappofed that this water was, upon this occafion, poured 
out by way of libation before God. 

Q Asd fired it fur a burnt fering, &e.) For though he was nota 
prieft, nor this place appointed for facrifice, yet, asa prophet, he 
had authority from God to build an altar any-where, and to make 
his fupplication in this manner; and we know that his offering was 
accepted, becaufe itis faid in this verfe, that © the Lord heard 
him.” 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIL 


From this chapter we may learn, that the prayers of good men are 

- of great efficacy ; and that the care Samuel took to adminifter 
juflice to the people yearly, fhould induce maziftrates to dif.harge 
the duties of theiroffice with application and integrity. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VII" 


1 Le made his fours judges, &c.] As by old age he could nor well 
fuftain all «he labour himfelf, he took his fons to aft him. 
7 Hearken unto the woite of the people in all that thy Jay unio thee, 80. J 


13 And he will take your daughters, fo be confec- 





eT TT NEY IEEE 


Saul fent to feck his father’s affés. CHAP. IX: X. Samuel entertaineth him unth refpedt. 








led by his fervant to apply to Samuel. 11 {He ts direéted | 


Ly fome young maidens where to mect with him. 15 
Samuel, having been told by God beth of his coming, and 
of his appointment ta the kingdom, entertaineth him ata 
fraft with great refpetl ; 25 and on the morrow, after 
a private converfation, bringeth him on his way. 


O W there was a man of Benjamin, whofe name 

was Kifh, the fon of Abicl, the fon of Zeror, 
the fon of Bechorath, the fon of Aphiah, a Ben- 
jamite, a mighty man of power, 

2 And he hada fon, whofe name was Saul, a 
choice young man, and a goodly: and there was not 
among the children of Ifrael a goodlier perfon than 
he: from his fhoulders and upward he was higher 
than any of the people. 

And the affes of Kifh, Saul’s father, were loft. 
And Kifh faid to Saul his fon, Take now one of the 
fervants with thee, and go feek the affes. 

4 Andhe paffed through mount Ephraim, and paf- 
fed through the land of Shalifha, but they found them 
not: then they paffed through the land of Shalim, 
and there they were not: and he paffed through the 
Jand of the Benjamites, but they found them not. 

5 And when they were come to the land of Zuph, 
Saul faid to his fervant that was with him, Come, 
and let us return; left my father leave caring for the 
affes, and take thought for us. 

6 Andhe faid unto him, Behold now, there zs in 
this city a man of God, and fe ts an honourable man; 
all tlaat he faith cometh furely to pafs: now let us go 
thither; peradventure he can fhew us our way that 
we fhould go. 

7 Then faid Saul to his fervant, But behold, zf we 
go, what fhall we bring the man? for the bread is 
{pent in our veffels, and there is nota prefent to bring 
to the man of God: what have we? 

8 And the fervant anfwered Saul again, and faid, 
Behold, I have here at hand the fourth part of a 
fhekel of filver: tha¢ will I give to the man of God, 
to tell us our way. 2 

g (Before-time in Ifrael, when a man went to en- 
quire of God, thus he fpake, Come and let us goto 
the feer: for he that ts now called a Prophet was be~ 
fore time called a Seer.) 

io Then faid Saul to his fervant, Well faid; 
come, Ict us go. So they went unto the city where 
the man of God-was. 

tr And as they went up the hill to the city, they 
found young maidens going out to draw water, and 
{aid unto them, Is the feer here ? 

12 And they anfwered them, and faid, He is; 
behold, he is before you: make hafte now, for he 
came to-day to the city; for there zs a facrifice of 
the people to-day in the high place : 

13 As foon as ye be come into the city, ye fhall 
ftraight way find him, before he go up to the high 
place to eat: for the people will not eat until he 
come, becaufe he doth blefs the facrifice ; and after- 
wards they cat that be bidden. Now therefore get 
you up ; for about this time ye fhall find him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. IX. 

1 A mighty man of power.) Alluding to his great ftrength, forti- 
tude and valour. 

4. And be peffed through the land of the Benjamites. &c.| It would be 
better if rendered, he had pafled through, &c. ; 

5 The land of Zuph, &c.] Which was a territory in the tribe of 
Ephraim. . f 

8 The fourth part of a foekel of fiver, &c.) Which was about nine- 
pence: a fmall prefent, batas acceptable as the widow's mite, being 
all they had left. ; 

rz In the high plore.) Some learned men are of opinion that this 
appoincment of a private er inferior place of worfhip (while the ark 
and tabernacle were in being) by fo great an authority as that of 
Samu: I, gave rife to the inftitution of fynagogues and profeuchas in 
{> many places of the kingdom afterwards. 

No. 23. 


15 4 Now the Lorp had told Samuel in his ear, 
a day betore Saul came, faying, 

16 To morrow about this time I will fend.thee a 
man out of the land of Benjamin, and thou fhalt 
anoint him /o de captain over my people Ifrael, that 
he may fave my people out of the hand of the Fhi- 
liftines : for I have looked upon my pcople, becaufe 
their cry is come unto me. : 

17 And when Samuel faw Saul, the Lorp faid unto 
him, Behold the man whom I fpake to thee of! this 
fame fhall reign over my people. 

18 Then Saul drew near to Samucl in the gate, and 
faid, Tell me, I pray thee, where the feer’s houfe zs. 

1g And Samuel anfwered Saul, and faid, 1 am the 
feer; go up before me unto the high place; for ye 
fhall eat with me to day, and to morrow I will let 
thee go, and will tell thee all that zs in thine heart 

‘90 Andas for thine affes that were loft three days 
ago, fet not thy mind on them; for they are found. 
And on whom ?s all the defire of Hrael ? Js z¢ noton 
thee, and on all thy father’s houfe ? 

21 And Saul anfwered and faid, Am notI a Ben- 
jamite, of the fmalleft of the tribes of Ifrael ?and my 
family the leaft of all the families of the tribe of Ben- 
jamin? wherefore then fpeakeft thou fo to me? 

22 And Samuel took Saul and his fervant, and 
biought them into the parlour, and made them fit in 
the chiefeft place among them that were bidden, 
which cere about thirty perfons. 

23 And Samuel faid unto the cook, Bring the 
portion which J gave thee, of which I faid unto thee, 
Set it by thee. 

24 And the cook took up the fhoulder, and that 
which was upon it, and fet z¢ before Saul. 
Sanmel faid, Behold that which is left! fet z¢ before 
thee, and eat: for unto this time hath it been kept 
for thee fince | faid, I have invited the people. So 
Saul did eat with Samuel that day. 

25 § And when they were come down from the 
high place into the city, Samuel communced with Saul 
upon the top of the houfe. 

26 And they arofe early : and it came to pafs about 
the {pring of the day, that Samuel called Saul to the 
top of the houfe, faying, Up, that I may fend thee 
away. And Saul arofe, and they went out both of 
them, he and Samuel, abroad. v. 

27 And as they were going down to the end of the 
city, Samuel faid to Saui, Bid the fervant pafs on 
before us, (and he paffed on,) but ftand thou ftill a 
while, that I may fhew thee the word of God. 


CHAP. X. 


1 Samuel anointeth Saul, and giveth him three figns in 
confirmation of what he had toldhim. g Saul’s heart 
is changed; the figns come to pafs according to Samuel's 
prediftion; Saul prophefieth. 14 Onhis return he con- 
cealeth from his uncle the matter of the kingdom. 17 
The people are called together by Samuel to Mizpch, 
where Saul is chofen hing by lot. 26 He is honourably 
attended by part of his fubjetts, but defpifed by others. 

‘ THE 





17 Shall reign over, &c.] i. ec. Rule them with an abfolnte, un- 
controulable power, fternly and rigidly, after the manner of the eaft- 
ern monarchs, 

24 And that which was upon it.] i.e. The breat. 

Behold that awhich is left! &e.] Which was referved on purpofe for 
his entertainment. 

27 Rid thy fervant pafi on before us, &c.] This was to let Sant un- 
derftand, that what he was going to do was by divine appointment. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. IX. 


Wre are hereby inftruG@ed, that Providence prefides over alliévents ; 
that from God, kings rule;- and therefore we ought to fubmit 


: he in his fear. 
eae to them, inhi EXPLANATORY 


And - 


pee enna 
mater CHAP. IX | 14 And they went up into the city: and when Before 
CHRIST, Saul the fon of Kifh is fent to feck his father’s affes they were come into the city, behold, Samuel came CHRIST 
2 ; : is fen ; /] : ‘ d,s ea, 
1096 which were loft, and defpatring to find them, is counfel- |} Out againit them, for to go up to the high place. eS 
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Samuel unointeth Saul. 


I. SAMUEL. 


Saul is chofen king by lot at Mizpeh, 





ener HEN Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured 7 
lagi upon his head, and kiffed him, and faid, Js 7 


not becaufe the Lorn hath anointed thee to be cap- 
tain over his inheritance? 

2 When thou art departed from me today, then thou 
fhalt find two men by Rachel’s fepulchre in the border 
of Benjamin at Zelzah; and they will fay unto thee, 
The affes which thou wenreft to feek are found: and, 
lo, thy father hath lefe the care of the affes, and for- 
roweth for you, faying, What fhall Ido for my fon ? 

3 Then fhalr thou go on forward from thence, and 
thou fhalt come to the plain of ‘Tabor, and there fhall 
meet thee three men going up td God to Beth-cl, one 
carrying three kids, and another carrying three loaves 
of bread; and another carrying a bottle of wine: 


4.And they will falute thee, and give thee two /oaves 


ef bread; which thou fhalr receive of their hands. 

6& After that thou fhalt come to the hill of God, 
where zs the garrifon of the Philiflincs: and it fhall 
come to pafs, when thou art come thither to the city, 
that thou fhalt mect 4 company of prophets coming 
down from the high place with a pfaltery, and a ta- 
bret, and a pipe, and a harp, before them, and they 
fhall prophefy : 

G And the Spirit cf the Lorp will come upon 
thee, and thou fhalt prophefy with them, and fhalr be 
turned into another man. 

7 And let it be, when thefe figns are come unto 
thee, ‘bef thou do as occafion ferve thee; for God is 
with thee. 

8 And thou fhalt go down before me to Gilgal; 
and, behold, I will come down unto thee, to offer 
burnt offerings, avd to facrifice facrifices of peace 
offerings : feven days fhale thou tarry, till I come to 
thee, and thew thee what thou fhalr do. 

9 G And ic was /, that when he had turned his 
back to go from Samuel, God gave him another 
heart: and all thofe figns came to pafs that day. 

10 And when they came thither to the hill, behold, 


a company of prophets met him; and the Spirit of 


God came upon him, and he prophefied among them. 

1x And it came to pals, when all that knew him 
beforetime faw that, behold, he prophefied among 
the prophets, then the people faid one to another, 
What fs this shat is come unto the fon of Kifh? Js 
Saul alfo among the prophets? 

12 And one of the fume place anfwered and faid, 
But who js their father? Therefore it became a pro- 
verb, Js Saul alfo among the prophets ? 

13 And when he had made an end of prophefying, 
he came to the high place. 

14 % And Saul’s uncle faid unto him and to his 
fervant, Whither went ye? And he faid, To feck the 
affes: and when we faw that ¢hey were no where, we 
came to Samuel. 

15 And Saul’s uncle faid, Tell mc, I pray thee, 
what Samuel faid unto you. 

16 And Saul faid unto his uncle, He told us plainly 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, X., 

t A cial of cil, &c.J ‘This rite of un&tion was fo much the di- 
vine care, that we find God giving Mofes a prefcriprion how to 
make the confecrated oil. Exodus xxx. 23, &c. 

2 When thou art departed from me to day, then thou fhoalt find, &c.] 
Certainly what Samuel foretold to Saul concerning the affes, was an 
argument that he was a prophet, and therefore he was to be believed 
in what he faid to him from God concerning the kingdom. 

5 They foall priphefy.| i. ¢. Shall fing the praifes of God, for fo 
the word ‘© prophefy” fometimes fignifies. See 1 Chron. xxv. 3. 

& Re turned into anstler maz.| That is, be endued with extra- 
ordinary prudence and courage, and fuch qualities as fitted him for 
the government of the people of God. 

S Bebild, I will come drwu unta thee, &c.] This whole verfe 
fhould have been pointed in the following manner: Thou fhalt go 
before me to Gilgal, and behold, I will come unto thee to offer 
burnt-offerings, and to facrifice facrifices of peace offerings, feven 
daysye'Thou thalt tarry till I come to thee, and fhew thee what thou 
Shale Mo. 

g Ged gave him another heart, &} No fooner was he.gone from 
Samurl, but he fele another fpirit.come into him of wifdom and 
fortitude, to qualify him for the governinent. 






















| that the affes were found, 
kingdom, whereof Samuel fpake, he told him not. 

17 & And Samuel called the people together unto 
the Lorp to Mizpch; 

18 And faid unto the children of Ifrael, Thus faith 
the Lorp God of Ifrael, I brought up Ifrael out of 
Egypt, and delivered you out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, and out of the hand of all kingdoms, 
ard of them that oppreffed you: é 

ig And ye have this day rejected your God, who 
himfelf faved you out ofall your adverfities, and your 
tribulation; and yc have faid unto him, Nay, bur fet a 
king over us. Now therefore prefent yourfelves before 
the Lorn by your tribes, and by your thoufands. 

20 And when Samuel had caufed all the tribes of 
Ifracl to come near, the tribe of Benjamin was taken. 

21 When he had caufed the tribe of Benjamin to 
come near by their families, the family of Matri was 
taken, and Saul the fon of Kifh was taken: and when 
they fought him, he could not be found. 

22 Therefore they enquired of the Lorn further, if 
the man fhould yet come thither. And the Lonp an- 
fwered, Behold, he hath hid himfelf among the ftuff. 

23 And they ran and fetched him thence: and 
when he ftoad among the people, he was higher than 
any of the people from his fhoulders and upward. 

24 And Samuel faid to all the people, See ye him 
whom the Lorp hath chofen, that there is none like 
him among all the people! And all the people fhour- 
ed, and faid, God fave the king. 

25 Then Samuel told the people the manner of the 
kingdom, and wrote 7t ina book, and laid 7/ up be- 
fore the Lorn. And Samucl iene all the people 
away, every man to his houfe, 

26 € And Saul alfo went home to Gibeah ; and 
there went with hima band of men, whofc hearts 
God had touched. 

27 But the children of Belial faid, How fhall this 
man fave us? And they defpifed him, and broughe 
him no prefents. But he held his peace. 

CH AP. XE 
1 Nobafh the Ainnontte making war againfi Fabcfe-gilead 
propyfeth very reproachful terms to the inbabitants, who 
petition for a refpite of feven days. 4 They fend to 

Sail, who bringeth them fJuccours, and finitcih the Am~ 

monites. 12 The people call for the death of thofe who 

bad vilified Saul, to which Saul will by no means confeut, 

14 His kingdom is joyfully renewed to bim at Gilgal. 
S Reo Nahafh the Ammonite came up, and en-~ 

camped againft Jabefp-gilcad : and all the men 
of Jabefh faid unto Nahafh;yMake a covenant with 
us, and we will ferve thee. 

2 And Nahafh the Ammonitc anfwered them, On 
this condition will I make a covenant with you, that I 
may thruft outall your right eyes, and lay it for a res 
proach upon all Ifrael. 


3 And the elders of Jabefh faid unto him, Give us 

feven 
14. When we faw that they were no where, &c.] i.e. In no place 
where they fought them. 

21 He could nat be found.) He had withdrawn himfelf out of mo- 
defty, as declining fo high an authority. 

22 Among the fluff.) i.e. Among the carriages. 

27 But he held iis peace-| Here Saulated a very wife and politic 
part, being unwilling to begin his reign with any diforder or tumule, 
which his juft refentment of fuch an affront might perhaps have 
occafioned. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 


We may learn from this chapter, that when God callsany one to an 
important charge, he grants him the neceflary gifts for difcharg- 
ing the duties thereof; and that if Saul had nor fallen into difo. 
bedience, he would have continually enjoyed God’s tavour. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XT. 


1 Nahifh the Ammonite came up and encamp:d again Jabzh-gilead, 
&c.J] Iris fuppofed this fiege commenced about a month afrer Sani 
was chofen king. 

2 That l may thruft out all your right evs, and fay it for a repreac a 
upor all Liat. The favage king wus too politic to propafe the 

panting 


But of the matter of the Before 
CHRIST 
loans 
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A crepe 


Saul refcueth Fabefh-Gilead. 


CHAP. XI, 


Samuel's folemn addrefs to all Lfrael. 





pefore_ feven days’ refpite, that we may fend meffengers unto 


CHRIST 


1095+ 


all the coafts of Ifrael: and then, if there be no man 
to fave us, we will come out to thee. 

4 4 Then came the meffengers to Gibeah of Saul, 
and told the tidings in the ears of the people: and 
all the people lifted up their voices, and wept. 


5 And, behold, Saul came after the herd out of 


the field; and Saul faid, What azleth the people that 
they weep? And they told him the tidings of the 
men of Jabefh. 

6 And the Spirit of God came upon Saul when he 
heard thofe tidings,and his anger was kindled greatly. 

7 And he took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in 
pieces, and fent them throughoutall the coafts of I frael 
by the hands of meflengers, faying, Whofoever cometh 
not forth after Saul and after Samuel, fo fhall it be 
done unto hisoxen. And the fear of the Lorp fell 
on the people, and they came out with one confent. 

8 And when he numbered them in Bezek, the chil- 
dren of Ifrael were three hundred thoufand, and the 
men of Judah thirty thoufand. 

And they faid unto the meffengers that came, 
Thus fhall ye fay unto the men of Jabefh-gilead, To 
morrow, by ¢haé ame the fun be hot, ye fhall have 
help. And the mefflengers came and fhlewed z¢ to 
the men of Jabefh ; and they were glad. 

10 Therefore the men of Jabefh faid, To morrow 
we will come out unto you, and ye fhall do with us 
all that feemeth good unto you. 

11 And it was fo onthe morrow, that Saul put the 
people in three companies; and they came into the 
midft of the hoft in the morning watch, and flew the 
Ammonites until the heat of the day: and it came to 
pafs, that they which remained were fcattered, fo 
that two of them were not left together. 

12 &@ And the people faid unto Samuel, Who ¢she 
that faid, Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, 
that we may put them to death. 

1g And Saul faid, There fhall not aman be put to 
death this day; for to day the Lorp hath wrought 
falvation in Ifrael. 

14 4 Then faid Samuel to the people, Come, and 
let us go to Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 

15 And all the people went to Gilgal; and there 
they made Saul king before the Lorp in Gilgal; and 
there they facrificed facrifices of peace offerings be- 


fore the Lorp; and there Saul and all the men of 


Ifrael rejoiced greatly. 
CHAP. XII. 


1 Samuel calleth upon the people, and rececveth from them 
an ample jufification of his integrity. 6 He chargeth 


them with ingratitude in rejecting God's government, 


and warneth them againft future difobedicnce. To con- 
wince them of thetr offence in afking a king, 18 he cal- 
leth for thunder and rain in the time of harveft io their 
great difmay ; 20 but encourageth them with the affur- 
auce of divine favour, if they will but fear the Lord, 
and ferve him heartily. 
ND Samucl faid unto all Ifrael, Behold, I have 
hearkened unto your voice in all that ye faid 
unto me, and have made a king over you. 
2 And now, behold, the king walketh before you: 





putting out both theireyes, for then would he have made them ut- 
terly incapable of doing him fervice, or paying tribute. 

4 Gibeab of Saul, &c.] It is fo called, becaufe Saul was there 
born, bred, and dwelt. 

12 Who is he that faid, Shall Saul reign ower us? &c.| Thus we fee 
what great alterations fuccefs is apt to make in the affeGions of the 
people! But alitrle while ago they quietly faw Saul flighted and 
defpifed, but now are zealous that enquiry fhould be made after 
thofe fons of Belial who fpake fo opprobrioufly of him. 

13 Bor to day the Lord hath avrought falwatien in [fracl.| Yt was not 
only policy to pardon offenders, but piety in him to imitate that 
God who had been fo good to them all. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XI. 
Saul's moderation and clemency fhould be a leffon to every body, 


Jand Iam old and greyheaded; and, behold, my fons 
fare with you: and I have walked before you from 







my childhood unto this day. 

3 Behold, here I am: witnefs againft me before 
the Lorn, and before his anointed: whofe ox have 
I taken? or whofe afs have I taken? or whom have 
I defrauded? whom have I oppreffed ? or of whofe 
hand have I received any bribe to blind mine eyes 
therewith ? and I will reftore it you. 

4 And they faid, Thou haf not defrauded us, nor 
oppreffed us, neither haft thou taken aught of any 
man’s hand. 

5 And he faid unto them, The Lonp is witnefs 
againft you, and his anointed zs witnefs this day, that 
ye have not found aught in my hand. And they 
anfwered, He zs witnefs. ; 

6 g¢ And Samuel faid unto the people, / zs the’ 
Lorp that advanced Mofes and Aaron, and that 
brought your fathers up out of the land of Egypt. 

7 Now therefore ftand ftill, that I may reafon with 
you before the Torn of all the righteous ats of the 
Lorp, which he did to you and to your fathers. 

8 When Jacob was come into Egypt, and your fa- 
thers cried unto the Lorn, then the Lorp fent Mo- 
fes and Aaron, which brought forth your fathers out 
of Egypt, and made them dwell in this place. 

g And when they forgat the Lorp their God, he 
fold them into the hand of Sifera, captain of the hoft 
of Hazor, and into the hand of the Philiftines, and 
into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought 
againft them. 

10 And they cried unto the Lorn, and faid, We 
have finned, becaufe we have forfaken the Lorp,and 
have ferved Baalim and Afhtaroth: butnowdeliverus 
out of the hand of our enemies, and we will ferve thee. 

11 And the Lorp fent Jerubbaal, and Bedan, and 
Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivercd you out of the 
hand of your encmics on every fide, and ye dwel- 
led fafe. 

.12 And when ye faw that Nahafh the king of the 
children of Ammon came againft you, ye faid unto 
me, Nay; but a king fhall reign over us: when the 
Lorp your God was your king. 

13 Now therefore behold the king whom ye have 
chofen, and whom ye have defired! and, behold, the 
Lorp hath fet a king over you. 

14 If ye will fear the Lorp, and ferve him, and 
obey his voice, and not rebel againft the command- 
ment of the L.orp, then fhall both ye and alfo the 
king that reigneth over you continue following the 
Lorp your God: 

15 Butif ye will not obey the voice of the Lorn, 
but rebe] againft the commandment of the Lokn, 
then fhall the hand of the Lorp be againft you, as 
zé was againft your fathers. 

16 Now therefore ftand and fec this great thing, 
which the Lorp will do before your eyes. 

17 Isit not wheat harveft to day ? I will call unto 
the Lorn, and he fhall fend thunder and rain; that 
ye may perceive and fee that your wickednefs is 
great, which ye have done in the fight of the Lorn, 
in afking vou a king. 

18 @ So Samuel called unto the Lorn; and the 

Lorp 


efpecially thofe in authority, to lay afide their refentments and. 
revenge, and to pardon the offences committed againft them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XII. 
4. And they fauid, Thin haft not defrauded ur, &c.] _ Thus, they ac+ 


knowledge him to be an upright judge, who could not be charged ° 
with injuring-any one. 


9 Aud when they forgat the Lord their God, he fild them, &c.] Sas 
muel gives a fhott hiftory of the calamities which befel them for their 
idolatry, after they came into Canaan; fome few of which only he 
mentions, without obferving their exact order. 

11 Seonbbaal, aid Bedany and he phthah, ard Samuel, &c.] Inftead 
of Bedan itis Barak inthe Septuagint, Syriac, and Arabic vertions : 
the two latter read Samfen as the latt deliverer mentioned, where 


the Hebrew has amucl. See Hef. xi. 32. 
20 Fear 


Before 


CHRIST 


1005+ 


Saul’s feleét band. 


Before Lory fentthunder and rain that day: and all the peo- 
CHRIST bie greatly teared rhe Lox» and Samuel. 
95+ os + 

1g And all the peuple faid unto Samuel, Pray for 
thy fervants unto the Lorp thy God, that we dic not: 
for we have added unto al} our fins ¢his evil, to afk us 
a king. 

20 G And Samuel faid unto the people, Fear not: 
ye have done all this wickednefs: yet turn not afide 
trom following the Lorn, but ferve the Loro with 
all your heart; ; 

21 And turnye notafide: for then fhould ye go after 
vain éhings, which cannot profit nor deliver; for they 
are vain. 

22 For the Lorn will not forfake his people for 
his great name’s fake: becaufe it hath pleafed the 
Lorp to make you his people. 

23 Moreoveras for me, God forbid that I fhould 
fin againft the Loxp in ceafing to pray for you: but 
I will teach you the good and the right way : 

24 Only fear the Lorn, and ferve him in truth 
with all your heart: for confider how great things he 
hath done for you. 

25 But if ye fhall ftill do wickedly, ye fhall be 
confumed, both ye and your king. 


Cc H A Pz XIII. 


2 Saul’s felez band. 3 Fonathan fiiteth the Philiftines’ 
garrifon, wivcupon the people are called together to 
Gilgal. 5 The Philiflines Lring a great hoft into the 
field. 6 The diftrefs of the Ifraelites. 8 Saul weary of 
fraying for Samuel offereth a burnt offering. 11 His 
excufe to Samuel, who fharply reproveth him. 17 The 
Phitiftines fend out three bands of fpoilers. 19 The po- 
licy of the Philifiines in fuffering no fmith in Ifracl. 

Sau reigned one year; and when he had reigned 

two years over Ifracel, ; 

2 Saul chofe him three thoufand men of Ifrael; 
whereof two thoufand were with Saul in Michmafh 
and in mount Beth-el, and a thoufand were with Jo- 
nathan in Gibeah of Benjamin: and the reft of the 
people he fent every man to his tent. 

3 @And Jonathan {mote the garrifon of the Phi- 
liftines chat was in Geba, and the Philiftines heard of 
zt. And Saul blew the trumpet throughout all the 
land, faying, Let the Hebrews hear. 

4 And all Ifrael heard fay that Saul had {mitten a 
garrifon of the Philiftines, and that Ifrael alfo was 
had in abomination with the Philiftincs. And the 
people were called together after Saul to Gilgal. 

5 F And the Philiftines gathered themfelves toge- 
ther to fight with Ifrael, thirty thoufand chariots, and 
fix thoufand horfemen, and people as the fand which 
zs on the feafhore in multitude: and they came up, 
and pitched in Michmath,caftward from Beth-aven, 

6 F When the men of Ifrael faw that they were in 
a ftraight, (for the people were diftreffed,) then the 
people did hide themfelves in caves, and in thickets, 
and in rocks, and in high places, and in pits. 

7 And fome of the Hebrews went over Jordan to 





£093. 


20 far not, &c.} Samuel would not have them defpair of reco- 
vering God’s favour; and direéts them the beft way to it, by conti- 
nuing fo fenfible of their wickednefs, as to be moved to true repen- 
tance and ftedfaft obedience. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XII, 


It may be obferved from this chapter, that God bleffes thofe ftates 
and governments where juftice and pure religion prevail, butthat 
thofe princesand their people, who provoke him by their offences, 
thall at laft; if they repent not, be utterly confumed. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIII. 

1 Saul reigned one year; aid when he had reigned tavo years, &c.) 
‘This feems to be the beft interpretation of this verfe: Afterthe Phi- 
liftines were fubdued by Samuel, a year paffed. when Saul began to 
reign ; and after this, he reigned two years free from theiryoke. 

5 Churty thoufand chariots, &c.] It isonly three thoufand in the Sy- 
riac and Arabic verfions. Some fuppofe that thefe thirty thoufand 
chariots were not chariots of war. but moft of them carriages only, 
far the conveyance of the baggage belonging to fuch a multitude of 
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Saul in diftrefs offereth a burnt offering 
! the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was yet Befue 
in Gilgal,and all the people followed him trembling, CHRst 

8 § And he tarried feven days, according to the fer oe 
time that Samuel Azd appointed: but Samuel came not 
to Gilgal; and the people were fcattered from him. 

g And Saul faid, Bringhithera burnt offeringtome, 
and peace offerings. Andhe offered the burntoffering. 

10 And it came to pafs, that as foon as he had 
made an end of offering the burne offering, behold, 
Samuel came: and Saul went out to meet him, that 
he might falute him. 

11 LAnd Samucl faid, What haft thou done? And 
Saul faid, Becaufe I faw that the people were fcat- 
tered from me, and that thou cameft not within the 
days appointed, and that the Philiftines gathered 
themfelves together at Michmahh ; 

12 Therefore faid I, The Philiftines will come 
down now upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made 
fupplication unto the Loxp: I forced myfelf there- 
fore, and offered a burnt offering. 

13 And Samuel faid to Saul, Thou haft done fool- 
ifhly: thou haft not kept the commandment of the 
Loxp thy God, which he commanded thee: for now 
would the Lorp have eftablifhed thy kingdom upon 
Ifrael for ever. 

14 But now thy kingdom fhall not continue: the 
Lorn hath fought him a man after his own heart, 
and the Lorp hath commanded him #o be captain 
over his people, becaufe-thou haft not kept that which 
the Lorp commandcd thee. 

15 And Samuel arofe, and gat him up from Gilgay 
unto Gibcah of Benjamin, And Sau] numbered the peo- 
ple shatwere prefent with him, about fixhundred men. 

16 And Saul,and Jonathan his fon, and the people 
that were prefent with them, abode in Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin: but the Philiftines encamped in Michmath. 

17 @ And the fpoilers came out of the camp of 
the Philiftines, in three companies: one company 
turned unto the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the 
land of Shual: 

18 And another company turned the way to Beth- 
horon: and another company turned ¢o the way of 
the border that looketh to the valley of Zceboim to- 
ward the wildernefs. 

19 F Now there was no fmith found throughout all 
the land of Ifrael: for the Philiftines faid, Left the 
Hebrews make them {words or fpears: : 

20 But all the Ifraelites went down to the Philif- 
tines, to fharpen every man his fhare, and his coul- 
ter, and his ax, and his mattock. 

21 Yet they had a file for the mattocks, and for the 
coulters, and for the forks, and for the axes, and to 
fharpen the goads. 

22 So it came to pafs in the day of battle, that there 
was neither {word nor fpear found in the hand of any 
of the people that were with Saul and Jonathan: but 
with Saul and with Jonathan his fon was there found. 

23 And the garrifon of the Philiflincs went out to - 
the paffage of Michmath. 

CHAP, 


rere rend TREES 
men, or for the deportation of the plunder they hoped to obtain by 
conquering the country. 

8 dud he tarried fewen days, &c.| It feems Saul miftook Samuel’s 
meaning, who told him, he would come and offer facrifice fever days ; 
and then adds, * thou fhale tarry till I come.” 

13 Thou haf? done feolfaly] For in thisbehaviour of Saul there were 
all the figns of pride, ingratitude, impatience, diftruft, negleé&t of 
God, contempt of his prophet, and an apparent invafion of the 
prieftly office. 7 

For ever.] This fignifies here, as in many other places of ferip- 
ture, no more than a long time. 

38 The walley of Leboim, &e.} Or. ‘The valley of vipers; it 
abounded with a fort of fpeckled ferpents. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XU. 
We fee by the rejeCting of Saul, that thofe whom God hath chofen, 
and on whom he has beftowed particular favours, may lofeall thofe 
advantages, if they render themfelves unworthy thereof, and may 
beat lait rejected by God; which ought to keep us within die 
bounds of a continual humility and fear. 
3 EXPLANATORY 


2 





Fonathan euith Ais armourbearer only 


CHAP. XIV. 


Jmiteth the Philtfiine garrifon. 
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C WA PRP XIV. 


a panic, beat down one another. 


the fporl. 


ple. 47 Saul’s vitlories. 49 His family. 


Ne it came to pafs upona day, that Jonathan 
the fon of Saul faid unto the young man that 


bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the 
But 


Philiftines’ garrifon, that zs on the other fide. 
he told not his father. 


2 And Saul tarried In the uppermoft part of 
under a pomegranate-tree which zs in 
Migron: and the people that were with him were 


Gibeah, 


about fix hundred men; 


3 And Ahiah, the fon of Ahitub, I- chabod’s bro- 
ther, the fonof Phinehas, the fon of Eli, the Lorp’s 
prieft in Shiloh, wearing an ephod. And the people 


knew not that Jonathan was gone. 


4 And between the paflages, by which Jonathan 
fought to go over unto the Philiftines’ garrifon, there 


was a fharp rock onthe one fide, and a fharp rock on 
the other fide : and the name of the one was Bozcz, 
and the name of the other Seneh. 

5 The fore-front of the one was fituate northward, 
over againft Michmafh, and the other fouthward, 
over againft Gibeah. 

6 And Jonathan faid to the young man that bare 
his armour, Come, and let us go over unto the gar- 


rifon of thefe uncircumcifed: it may be that the 


Lorp will work for us, for there 7s no reftraint to the 
Loxp to fave by many or by few. 

7 And his armourbearer faid unto him, Do all 
that isin chine heart: turn thee; behold, I am with 


thee according to thy heart. 


8 Then faid Jonathan, Behold, we will pafs over 
unto éhefe men, and we will difcover ourfelves unto 


them. 
g If they fay thus unto us, Tarry until we come 


to you; then we will fland ftill in our place, and will 


not go up unto them. 
rq But if they fay thus, Come up unto us; then 


we will go up: for the Lorp hath delivered them 


into our hand: and this frail be a fign unto us. 
a1 And both of them difcovered themfelves unto 


the garrifon of the Philiftines; and the Philiftines 


faid, Behold, the Hebrews come forth out of the holes 
where they had hid themfelves. 

12 And the men of the garrifon anfwered Jonathan 
and his armourbearer, and faid, Come up to us, and 
we will fhew you a thing. And Jonathan faid unto 
his armourbearer, Come up after me: for the Lorp 
hath delivered them into the hand of Ifrael. 

19 And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and 
upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him: and 
they fell before. Jonathan; and his armourbearer 
flew after him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 


12 Come up to usy and we will fhew you a thing, &e.]) Thinking 


they durft not attempt to climb up to them, they thus mocked at 
em. 
13 They fell bafore Fonathau; and kis armourbearer flew after him.] 
The furprifing act of thefe two men may be afcribed to God’s fend- 
ing a panic upon them, which is enough to make the ftouceft heart 
tremble, and the moft heroic fpirits betake themfelves to flight. 
14. dbsut twenty men, within as it were abcut an half acre of land, 
bic con of cxen might plough.| It is rendered in the Septuagint 
O. 24. 































1 Jonathan, without the knowledge of his father or any 
of the people, attended Ly his armour-bearer only, fmiteth 
the Philifiine garrifon. 15 The Philiftines feized with 

17 Saul perceiving 

the tumult, enquircth of God, but without wailing for 

the priefi's anfwer ferteth upon the enemy, and is joined 
by the Hebrews who were before with the L’hiliflines. 

24 His unadvifed adjuration is a hindrance of the vic- 

tory. 31 The people, faint for want of food, fly upan 

35 Saul buildeth an altars; 37 he afkrth 

counfel of God, but récerveth no anfwer. 38 Jonathan 

taken Ly lot, and fentenced to die, 1s refcued by the peo— 


_j4 And that firft laughter, which Jonathan and gefore 
his armourbearer made, was about twenty men,CHRIST 
within as it were an acre of land, which a yoke of oxen x63. 
might plow. 

15 £ And there was trembling in the hoft, in the 
field, and among all the people: the garrifon, and 
the {poilers, they alfo trembled, and the earth quaked: 
fo it was a very great trembling. 

_ 16 And the watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Ben- 
jamin looked; and, behold, the multitude melted 
away, and they went on beating down one another. 

17 _Z Then faid Saul unto the people that were 
with him, Number now, and fee who is gone from us. 
And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan 
and his armourbearer were not there. 

18 And Saul faid unto Ahiah, Bring hither the 
ark of God. For the ark ef God was at that time 
with the children of Ifrael. 7 

1g And it came to pafs, while Saul talked unto 
the prieft, that the noife that was in the hoft of the 
Philiftines went onand increafed: and Saul faid un- 
to the prieft, Withdraw thine hand. 

20 And Sauland all the people that were with him 
affembled themfelves, and they came to the battle: 
and, behold, every man’s fword was againft his fel- 
low, and there was a very great difcomfiture. 

21 Moreover the Hebrews shat were with the 
Philiftines before that time, which went up with them 
into the camp from the country round about, even 
they alfo turned to be with the Ifraelites that were 
with Saul and Jonathan. 

22 Likewife all the men of Ifrael which had hid 
themfelves in mount Ephraim, when they heard that 
the Philiftines tled, even they alfo followed hard 
after them in the battle. 

23 So the Lorp faved Hrael that day: and the 
battle paffed over unto Beth-aven. 

249 And the men of Ifrael were diftreffed that day: 
for Saul had adjured the people, faying, Curfed be 
the man that eateth any food until evening, that I 
may be avenged on mine enemies. So none of the 
people tafted any food. 

25 And all they of the land came to a wood; and 
there was honey upon the ground. 

26 And when the people were come into the wood, 
behold, the honey dropped; but no man put his 
hand to his mouth: for the people feared the oath. 

27 But Jonathan heard not when his father charged 
the people with the oath: wherefore he put forth 
the end of the rod that was in his hand, and dipped 
it in an honey comb, and put his hand to his mouth ; 
and his eyes were enlightened. 

28 Then anfwered one of the people, and faid, 
Thy father ftraightly charged the people with an 
oath, faying, Curfed de the man that eateth any food 
this day. And the people were faint. 

29 Then faid Jonathan, My father hath troubled 
the land: fee, I pray you, how mine eyes have been 
enlightened, becaufe I tafted a little of this honey. 

30 How much more, ifhaply the people had eaten 
freely to day of the fpoil of their enemies which they 
found ? for had there not been now a much greater 
flaughter among the Philiftines ? 

31 @ And they fmote the Philiftines that day from 
Michmafh to Aijalon: and the people were very faint. 


32 And the people flew upon the fpoil, and took 
fheep, 
RE ESI WET EET ESOT TS ENA EE EL OTE ESS 
thus: That firft laughter was about twenty men, with darts and 
ftones, and flints of the field. 
16 Beating down one another.] In their confufion they were unae 
ble to diftinguith friends from enemics. 
18 Bring bither the ark of Goi, &c.] It is tranflated in the Sep- 
tuagint, Bring hither the ephod. 
23 The battle paffed over unto Beth-aven.] It appears from this, 
that the fight continued until they came to Beth-aven. 
25 Chere wa: honey r:pon the ground.] i.e Wild honey, which 


is to be found in great plenty in the defartsin the Holy Land. 
4A 32 Dik 


¥ 


The 


people refcue Fonathan. 


I SAMUEL. 


Saul is fené to deftroy Amalek, 


50 And the name of Saul’s wife was Ahinoam, the Pefore 


Before fheep, 
CHRIST 
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and oxen, and calves, and flew them on the 
ground: and the people did eat them with the blood. 

33 Then they told Saul, faying, Bchold, the people 
fin againft the Loxp, in that they cat with the blood. 
And he faid, Yé have tranfgreffed: roll a great ftone 
unto me this day. _ 

34 And Saul faid, Difperfe yourfelves among the 
people, and fay unto them, Bring me hither every man 
his ox, and every man his fheep, and fiay chem here, 
and eat ; and fin not againft the Lorn in cating with 
the blood. And all the people brought every man 
his ox with him that night, and fiew them there. 

35 2 And Saul built an altar unto the Lorn: the 
fame was the firft altar that he built unto the Lorn. 

36 And Saul faid, Let us go down after the Philif- 
tines by night,and fpoi] them until the morning light, 
and let us not leave a man of them. And thcy faid, 
Do whatfoever feemeth good unto thee. Then fiid 
the prieft, Let us draw near hither unto God. 

@ And Saul afked counfel of God, Shall I go 
down afterthe Philiftines? wilt thou deliver them into 
the hand of Ifracl!? Buthe anfwered him not that day. 

38 @ And Saul faid, Draw ye near hither, all the 
chief of the people: and know and fee wherein this 
fin hat) been this day. 

39 For, as the Loxp liveth, which faveth Ifrael, 
though it be in J nathan my fon, he fhall furely die. 
But there was not aman among all the people ¢hat an- 
fwered him. 

40 Then faid he unto all Ifrael, Be ye on one fide, 
and J and Jonathan my fon will be on the other fide. 
And the people faid unto Saul, Do what feemceth 
good unto thee. 

41 Therefore Saul faid unto the Loxzp God of If. 
rael, Give a perfe& lot. And Saul and Jonathan 
were taken: {ur the people efcaped. 

42 And Saul faid, Caft lots between me and Jona- 
than my fon. And Jonathan was taken. 

43 Phen Saul faid to Jonathan, Tell me what thou 
hafi done And Jonathan told him, and faid, I did 
but tafle a little honey with the end of the rod that 
was in mine had, and, lo, I muft die. 

44 And Saul anfwered, God do fo and more alfo : 
for thou fhalt furely die, Jonathan. 

45 And the people faid unto Saul, Shall Jonathan 
dic, who hath wrought this great falvation in Ifrael? 
God forbid: asthe Lorp liveth, there fhall not one 
hair of his head tall to the ground; for he hath 
wrought with God this day. So the people refcued 
Jonathan, that he died not. 

46 Then Saul went up from following the Philif- 
tines: and the Philiftines went to their own place. 

47 © So Saul took the kingdom over Ifrael, and 
fought againft all his enemies on every fide, againft 
Moab,and againftthe children of Ammon, and againft 
Edom, and againft the kings of Zobah, and againft 
the Philiftines: and whitherfoever he turned him- 
felf, he vexed them. 

48 And he gathered an hoft, and {mote the Ama- 
lekites, and delivered Ifrael out of the hands of them 
that [poiled them. 

q Now the fons of Saul were Jonathan, and 
Ifhui, and Melchi-fhua: and the name of his two 
daughters were chefe ; the name of the firftborn Mc- 
rab, and the name of the younger Michal: 


cg 
32 Dideat them with the blord.] Raw. or but half roafted or boiled. 
33 Roll a great flane, &e | To build therewith an altar. 
3h Let us diaw near hither urs G:d ]. They were reminded by 
the rrieft how dangerous it was to undertake any thing without 
God’s advice. 
47 The kings of Zebah, &e.1 i-e. ‘Vhofe who ruted in that part of 
Syria which is called Aram Zobah. 
- GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 


This chapter fhews, that God fometimes grants his favours to per- 
fons that are unworthy of them; not fur their own fakes, but be- 
caufe of his covenant, and of the love shat he bears to thofe that 
fear him and keep his commandments. 


daughter of Ahimaaz: and the name of the captain 
of his hoft was Abner, the fon of Ner, Saul’s uncle. 
51 And Kifh was the fathcr of Saul; and Ner the 
father of Abner was the fon of Abiel. 
52 And there was fore war againit the Philiftines 
all the days of Saul: and when Saul faw any {trong 
rs “ % . od 
man, or any valiant man, he took him unto him. 


Cod A Ph XN. 


1 Saul is fent to deflroy Amalek. 6 Te favoureth th: 
Kenites ; 7 fmiteth the Amalehites ; but fpareth Agar 
and the beft of the fprt. 10 His difobedtence difplea}- 
eth the LORD. 12 Samuel denounceth unto him God's 
rejedtion of him. 24 Saul’s fruith fs humilation. 32 
Samuel heweth Agag in pieces. 34 He and Saul pari 
and mee! no more. ° 


AMUEL alfo faid unto Saul, The Lorp fent me 

to anoint thee éo be king over his people, over 

{frac]: now therefore hearken thou unto the voice 
of the words of the Loxp. 

2 Thus faith the Lory of hofts, Iremember that 
which Amalek did to Ifracl, haw he laid wazt for 
him in the way, when he came ip from Egypt. 

3 Now go and finite Amalck, and utterly deftroy 
all that they have, and fpare them not; but flay both 
man and woman, infant and fuckling, ox and fheep, 
camel and afs. 

4 And Saul gathered the people together, and 
numbered them in Telaim, two hudred thoufand 
footmen, and ten thoufand men of Judah, 

5 And Saul came to acity of Amalek, and laid 
wait in the valley. 

6 q And Saul faid unto the Kenites, Go, depart, 
get you down from among the Amalekites, left I de- 
ftroy youwith them: for ye fhewed kindnefsto all the 
children of Ifrael, when they came up out of Egypt. 
So the Kenites departed from among the Amulekites. 

7 | And Saul fmote the Amalekites from Havilah 
unézl thou comeft to Shur, that ¢s over againft Egypt. 

8 And he took Agag the king of the Amalekites 
alive, and utterly deftroyed all the people with the 
edge of the fword. 

g But Saul and the people {pared Agag, and the 


beft of the fheep, and of the oxen, and of thic fatlings, 


and the lambs, and all ¢haé was good, and would not 
utterly deftroy them: but every thing that was vile 
and refufe, that they deftroyed utterly. 

10 © Then came the word of the Loxp unto Sa- 
muel, faying, 

11 Itrepenteth me thatI have fet up Saul ¢o de king : 
for he is turned back from following me, and hath not 
performed my commandments, And it grieved Sa- 
mucl; and he cried unto the Lorp all night. 

12 © And when Samucl rofe early to meet Saul 
in the morning, it was told Samucl, faying, Saul came 
to Carmel, and, behold, he fet him up a place, and is 
gone about, and paffed on, and gone down to Gilgal. 

13 And Samuel came to Saul: and Saul faid unto 
him, Bleffed de thou of the Lorp: Ihave performed 
the commandment of the Lorp. 

14 And Samuel faid, What mcaneth then this 
bleating of the fheep in mine ears, and the lowing 
of the oxen which I hear ? 

15 And Saul faid, They have brought them from 

the 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 


3 Now goand fmite Amalk, and utterly defiryy &c.] Which heavy 
fentence was pronounced on them long ago, Exs/. xvii. 14. Ic was 
renewed at their entrance into Canaan, Deut. xxv. 1g and is order- 
ed to be put in execution here. S 

9 From Havilich until thou com fl to Shur, &e.] Their whole «oun- 
try, of which this was the extent, from Havilah in the north-eait, to 
Shur in the fouth-weit. : 

13.1 have perfurmed the commandment of the Lord] Savi was fo 
infenfible of any fault he had committed, that he boafts of his p*1- 


formance to Samuel. 
zod 


CHRIST 


1237, 








Se . . . 
Saul rejected for his difobedience. CYLAP. XVI. Samuel by God's direction anointeth David. 


Before the Amalekites: for the people fpared the beft of the 


© Then Samuel wentto Ramah; and Saul went Before 
a oe : CHRIST 


CHRIST fy wep and of the oxen, to facrifice unto the Lorn thy jf up to his houfe to Gibeah of Saul. 1079: 
God; and the reft we have utterly deftroved. - 35 And Samuel came no more to fee Saul until 
16 Then Samuel faid unto Saul, Stav, and I will | ithe day of his death: neverthelefs Samuel mourned 
tell thee what the Loxp hath faid to me this night. | {for Saul: and the Lory repented that he had made 
And he faid unto him, Say on. Saul king over Ifrael. 
17 And Samuel faid, When thou waf little in thine E 
own fight, wa/ thou not made the head of the tribes CHAP. XVI. 
of Ifrael,andthe Logpanointed thee king over Ifrael? ff, Saannel by God's direction gorth to Beth-lchem under 
18 And the Lorn fent thee on a journey,and faid, pretence of a facrifice. 6 Felfe’s feven fons pafs before 
Go and utterly deftroy the finners the Amalekites, him, but are not approved by God. 11 David is fent 
and fight againft them until they be confumed. _ for, approved, and anointed. 14 An evil fpirit troub- 
19 Wherefore then didft thou not obey the voice ‘Leth Saul, who by the advice of his Jervants fendeth for 
of the Lorn, but didft fly upon the fpoil, and didft David, and is relicved by his mufic. : 
evil in the fight of the Lorn ? 7 
zo And Saul faid unto Samucl, Yea, I have obeyed 1063- 


the voice of the Lory, and have gone the way which 
the Lorn fent me, and have brought Agag the king 
of Amalck, and have utterly deftroyed the Amalekites. 
21 But the people took of the fpoil,fheep and oxen, 
the chief of the things which fhould have beenutterly 
deftroyed,tofacrificeuntotheLonp thy Godin Gilgal. 
22 And Samuel faid, Hath the Lorp as great de- 
light in burnt offerings and facrifices, as in obeying 
the voice of the Lory? Behold, to obey zs better 
than facrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
23 For rebellion zs asthe fin of witchcraft, and 
ftubbornnefs zs as iniquity and idolatry. . Becaule 
thou haft rejeéted the word of the Lorop, he hath 
alfo reje€ted thee from Jeng king. 
24 And Saul faid unto Samuel, I have finned: 
for | have‘tranfereffed the commandment of the 


Lorp, and thy words: becaufe I feared the people, 


and obeyed their voice. 

25 Now therefore, I pray thee pardon my fin, and 
turn again with me, that I may worfhip the Lorn. 

26 \nd Samuel faid unto Saul, I will not return 
with thee: for thou haft reje&ted the word of the 
Lorp, and the Lorp hath rejeéted thee from being 
king over Ifrael. 

27 And as Samucl turned about to go away, he 
laid hold upon the fkirt of his mantle, and it rent. 

28 And Samuel faid unto him, The Lorp hath 
rent the kingdom of Ifrael from thee this day, and 
hath given it to a neighbour of thine, ¢haé zs better 
than thou. 

29 And alfo the Strength of Hrael will not lie nor 
repent: for he zs not a man, that he fhould repent. 

30 Then he faid, I have finned: yet honour me 
now, I pray thee, before the elders of my people, and 
before Ifrael, and turn again with me, that I may 
worhhip the Lorp thy God. 

31 So Samucl turned again after Saul; and Saul 
worfhipped the Lokp. 

32 4 ‘Shen faid Samuel, Bring ve hither to me 
Agag the king of the Amalekites. And Agag came 
unto him delicately. And Agag faid, Surely the bit- 
terne{s of death is paft. 

33 And Samucl faid, Asthy fword hath made wo- 
men childlefs, fo fhall thy mother be childlefs among 
women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before 
the Lorp in Gilgal. 





20 TF have cheyed the wsice of the Lord, &c.] Saul was miftaken to 
think that a partial obedience, when an entire one was in his power, 
could be pieafing to God. 

26 Faull xt return with thee, Sc.} Samuci the prophet looked 
upon God's fentence as peremptary, and as peremptorily denied the 
teguckt of ..cul. : ; 

32 dea came nits hia d ficateh, Se.) i.e. Walking in a foft and 
deli. ate manner. ; 

> 33 Samu! hevued eag in pieces, &c.}] The former part of this verfe 
fhews Agag to have bern a bloody tyrant, who was now cut off, not 
for the fins of his anccftors only, but for his own mercilefs cruelty. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CH*AP. XV. 


Here is an aw ful inflance, that God reje&s the prayers and falfe re- 
pentance of the wicked, and abandons men when their hardnefs 
B& arrived atits height. 

s 


‘ 


| 


Aa the Lorp faid unto Samuel, How long wilt 
thou mourn for Saul, feeing I have rejc&edhim 
from reigning over Ifracl? fill thine horn with oil, 
and go, I will fend thee to Jeffe the Beth-lehemite: 
tor 1 have provided me a king among his fons. 

2 And Samuel faid, How can I go? if Saul hear it 
che will kill me. And the Loro faid, Take an heifer 
with thee, and fay, I come to facrifice to the Lorn. 

3g And call Jeffe to the facrifice, and I will thew 
thee what thou fhalt do: and thou fhalt anoint unto 
me A’m whom I name unto thee. 

4 And Samuel did that which the Lorn fpake, and 
came to Beth-Ichem. And the eldersofthe town trem- 
bled at his coming, and faid, Comeft thou peaceably ? 

5 And he faid, Peaceably : Iam come to facrifice 
unto the Lorp: fanétify yourfelves, and come with 
me to the facrifice. And he fanétified Jeffe and his 
fons, and called them to the facrifice. : 

6 | And it came to pafs, when they were come, 
that he looked on Eliab, and faid, furely the Lorp’s 
anointed zs before him. 

7 But the Lory faid unto Samucl, Look nor on 
his countenance, or onthe height of his ftature; be- 
caufe I have refufed him: for the LORD feeth not as 
man feeth ; for man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lorp looketh on the heart. 

8 Then Jeffe called Abinadab, and made him pafs 
before Samuel. And he faid, Neither hath the Lorn 
chofen this. 

9 Then Jeffe made Shamah to pafs by. 
Nfaid, Neither hath the Lorp chofen this. 

10 Again Jeffe made feven of his fons to pafs be- 
fore Samuel. And Samuel faid unto Jeffe, the Lorn 
hath not chofen thefe. 

at & And Samuel faid unto Jeffe, Arehere:  __ 
children? And he faid, there remaineth yet the 
youngeft, and, behold, he keepeth the theep. And 
Samuel faid unto Jeffe, Send and tetch him: for we 
will not fit down ull he come hither. 

12 And he fent and brought him in. Now he was 
ruddy, and withal of a beauciful countenance, and 
i goodly to look to. And the Lorop faid, Arife, anoint 
him: for this zs he. 

13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anoint- 
ed him in the midft of his brethren: and the f{pirit of 
the Lorp came upon David from that day forward. 
So Samuel rofe up and went to Ramah. 


And he 


14% But 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


4 Comeft thon peaceably ?] For the elders were afraid that he came 
to reprove them for fomerfin that was in the city, or that he fied to 
them for fear of Saul’s anger, which might bring them into trouble. 

5 1 am come te facrifice unto the Lird, &c.] Certainly this was one 
intention of his coming ; and though there wasanother, (viz. toanoint 
a fonof Jeffe) he was not bound to declare it. 

1 The Lord faidunto Samuel, &c.| By a fecret inward fuggeftion. 

11 Aud bebcld he keepeth the foecp, &.| We find the moit excellent 
commanders werc anciently taken from the feeding of fheep. 

13 La tke midi of bis bred...) The original tignifies likewife 
« from the midft of his brethren,’ and fo it fhould be tranflared. 

The [pirit of tr Lord cane up Davil, &c.) By the power of she 
Almighty, an obfcure youth, uneducated, became the greatett mufi- 
cian, the fublimeft poct, and the moft confummate hero of anu y 

14 a 


| 


: Sa 
Saul fendeth to Feffe for David. I. SAMUEL. Goliath defieth the arnues of Ifrael, 


7 And the ftafF of his fpear was like a weaver’s Befor 
beam; and his {pear’s head weighed fix hundred fhekelsCHRISt ! 
of iron: and one bearing a fhield went before him. *"" 

8 And he ftood and cried unto the armies of If- 
rae], and faid unto them, Why are ye come out to 
fet your battle in array ? am not Ia Philiftine, and ye 
fervants to Saul? choofe you a man foryon, and let | 
him come down to me. | 

g If he be able to fight with me, and to kill me, 
then will we be your fervants: but if I prevail againft 
him, and kill him, then fhall ye be our fervants, and 
ferve us. 

10 And the Philiftine faid, I defy the armies of If- 
rael this day; give mea manthat we may fight together. 

11 When Sauland all J frael heard thofe words ofthe 
Philiftine, they were difmayed and greatly afraid. 

12 I Now David swas the fon of that Ephrathice 
of Beth-lehem-judah, whofe name was Jeffe ; and he 
had eight fons: and the man went among men /for 
an old man in the days of Saul. 

13 And the three eldeft fons of Jeffe went and 
followed Saul to the battle: and the names of his . 
three fons that went to the battle were Eliab the firft- | 
born, and the next unto him Abinadab, and the third 
Shammah. 

14 And David was the youngeft: and the three 
eldeft followed Saul. 

15 But David went and returned from Saul to 
feed his father’s fheep at Beth-lehem. 

16 And the Philiftine drew near morning and 
evening, and préfented himfelf forty days. 

17 And Jeffe faid unto David his fon, Take now | 

| 
| 


Before 14 U But the fpirit of the Lorp departed from Saul, 
one Stand an evil firit from the Lorp troubled him. 

15 And Saul’s fervants faid unto him, Behold now, 
an evil fpirit from God troubleth thee. 

16 Let our lord now command thy fervants, which 
are before thee, to feek out a man, who zs a cunning 
player on an harp: and it fhall come to pafs, when 
the evil fpirit from God is upon thee, that he fhall 
play with his hand, and thou fhalt be well. 

i7 And Saul faid unto his fervants, Provide me 
now aman that can play well, and bring Azm to me. 

18 Then anfwered one of the fervants, and faid, 
Behold, I have feen a fon of Jeffe the Beth-lehe- 
mite, that 7s cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant 
man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and 
a comely perfon, and the Lorp is with him. 

19 Wherefore Saul fent meflengers unto Jeffe, and 
faid, Send me David thy fon, which és with the fheep. 

20 And Jeffe took an afs /aden with bread, and a 
bottle of wine, anda kid, and fent chem by David his 
fon unto Saul. 

21 And David came to Saul and ftood before him: 
and he loved him greatly; and he became his ar- 
mour-bearer. 

22 And Saul fent to Jeffe, faying, Let David, I 
pray thee, ftand before me: for he hath found fa- 
vour in my fighr. 

23 And it came to pafs, when the evi fpirit from 
God was upon Saul, that David took an harp, and 
played with his hand: fo Saul was refrefhed, and was 
well, and the evil fpirit departed from him. 


CHAP. XVII. 


1 The armiesof the Ifraelites and Philiftines being drawn 
out to battle, 4 Goliath cometh forward with a proud 
challenge. 12 David, fent by his father tothe army to 
vifit his brethren, 20 heareth the challenge, and expreff- 
eih indignation thereat. 28 Eliab his eldeft brother chid~ 
cth him. 30 His words caufe him to be brought before 
Saul; 32 he accepteth the challenge, and fheweth the 
groundsof hisconfidence. 38 He refufeth Saul’s armour, 
and armed only with a fling and a fione flayeth the 
giant. The Philiftiines are routed: 54 David bring- 
eth back the head of Goliath. 55 Saul enquireth and 
taketh notice of him. 

OW the Philiftines gathered together their ar- 
mies to battle, and were gathered together at 

Shochoh, which delongeth to Judah, and pitched be- 

tween Shochoh and Azckah, in Ephes-dammim. 

2 And Saul and the men of Irael were gathered 
together, and pitched by the valley of Elah, and fet 
the battle in-array againft the Philiftines. 

3 And the Philiftines ftood on a mountain on the 
one fide, and Ifrael ftood ona mountain on the other 
fide: and there was a valley between them. 

494 And there went out a champion out of the 
camp of the Philiftines, named Goliath, of Gath, 
whole height cvas fix cubits anda {pan. : 

§ And he had an helmet of brafs upon his head, and 
he was armed with a coat of mail; and the weight 
of the coat was five thoufand fhekels of brafs. 

6 And fe had greaves of brafs upon his legs, and 
a target of brafs between his fhoulders. 



























for thy brethren an ephah ofthis parchedcorz,and thefe 
ten loaves, and run to the camp to thy brethren: 

18 And carry thefe ten cheefes unto the captain of 
their thoufand, and look how thy brethren fare, and 
take their pledge. 

19 Now Saul, and they, and all the men of Ifrael, 
wereinthe valley of Elah, fightingwith the Philiftines. 

20 G And David rofe up early in the morning, and 
left the fheep with a keeper, and took, and went, as 

effe had commanded him; and hecametothetrench, 
as the hoft was going forth to the fight, and fhouted : 
for the battle. 

21 For Ifrael and the Philiftines had put the battle 
in array, army againft army. 

22 And David left his carriage in the hand of the 
keeper of the carriage, and ran into the army, and 
came and faluted his brethren. 

23 Andas he talked with them, behold, there came 
up the champion, the Philiftine of Gath, Goliath by 
name, out of the armies of the Philiftines, and fpake 
according to the fame words: and David heard them. 

24 And all the men of Ifracl, when they faw the 
man, fled from him, and were fore afraid. 

25 And the men of Ifrael faid, Have ye feen this 
man that is come up? furely todefy Ifrael is he come 
up: and it fhall be, shat the man who killeth him, 
the king will enrich him with great riches, and will 
give him his daughter, and make his father’s houfe 
free in Ifrael. 

26 And David fpaketo the men that ftood by him, 
faying, What {hall be done tothe man that killeth this 

Philiftine, 





eS 
14. du evil [pirit from the Lord troubled him.| Saul grew melancho- 
ly, timorous, and fufpicious, indifpofed and unfit for bufinefs; be- 
ing fometimes furious and diftra¢ted, full of anxiety and folicitude 
of mind, fighing and trembling likea man in the dark; his blood 
and fpirits thick and heavy, having loft their ufual livelinsfs and 
arity. 
e 2 3 Dawid took an harp, and played with his hand: fo Saul was re- 
Sided, aud was well, &c.\  Befides the natural effets of mufic, the 
cure of Saul may doubtlefs be attributed to God, who certainly 
bleffed the means ufed for his relief. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
Saul’s example reminds us, that when men who have been on e en- 
lightened, afterwards do defpite to the fpirit of grace, theunclean 
fpirit again enters into them, and, as our Lord fays, their laft ftate 
kecomes worfe than the first, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 


4. Of Gath.] The Anakims having been driven out of Canaan by 
Jofhua, fled to Gath, and there propagated a race of giants. 

Whaofe height was fix cubits aad a fpan.| Which was about twelve 
feet and a half: a ftature about twice as tall as ufual. 

8 Why are ye come out co fet your battle in array, &c.] Goliath charges 
them with prefumption, in offering to make war with h s party. 

18 Look how thy brethren fare, and take their pledge.] Many tranf- 
late the word not * pledge,’’ but ‘‘bufinefs,”’ and take the fenfe to 
be “© Bring me word what they do, how they behave rheinfelves, 
and with whom they affociaie.”” 

24 Alt the men of Lfrael, when they faw the man, fed from him, &e.} 
Some imagine they could not endure to hear his opprobrious words 
againft them, and his biafphemous words againft God. 

4 i 26 That 








Heh Cole 


45 Then faid David to the Philifline, Thou Before 
comeft tom: with a fword, and with a fpear, and with CHRIsT 
a fhield, bu: I come to thee in the name of the Lorn *¢63+ 


David preparcth to fight the Philifiine. CHAP. XVIII. 
aes 
Before Philiftine, and taketh away the reproach from I frael ? 
CHRISTfor who és this uncircumcifed Philiftine, that he 
#63 fhould defy the armies of the living God ? 





27 -ind the people anfwered him after this manner, 
faying, So fhalt it be done to the man that killeth him. 

“28 And Eliab his eldeft brother heard when he 
fpake unto the men; and FEliab’s anger was kindled 
again{ft David, and he faid, Why cameft thou down 
hither? and with whom hafl thou left thofe few fheep 
in the wildernefs? I know thy pride, and the naugh- 
tinefS ofthine heart; for thou art come down that 
thou mighteft fee the battle. 

29 And David faid, What have I now done? Js 
there nota caufe ? 

30 ¢ And he turned from him toward another, and 
fpake after the fame manner: and the people anfwer- 
ed him again after the former manner. 

g1 And when the words were heard which David 
fpake, they rehearfed them before Saul: and he fent 
for him. 

32 @ And David faid to Saul, Let no man’s heart 
fail becaufe of him; thy fervant will go and fight 
with this Phil. fine. 

33 And Saul faid to David, Thou art not able to 
go againft this Philifine to fight with him: for thou 
art dvi a youth, and he a man of war from his youth. 

34 And David faid unto Saul, Thy fervant kept 
his father’s fheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, 
and took a lamb out of the flock: 

35 And I went outafter him, and fmote him, and 
delivered zt our of his mouth: and when he arofe 
again{ft me, I caught him by his beard, and {mote 
him, and flew him. 

36 Thy fervant flew both the lion and the bear: and 
this uncircumcifed Philiftine fhal!l be as one of them, 
feeing he hath defied the armies of the living God. 

37 David faid moreover, The Lorp that delivered 
me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of 
the bear, he will dcliver me out of the hand of this 
Phitiftine. Aud Saul faid unto David, Go, and the 
Lorp be with thee. 

38 @ And Saularmed David with his armour, and 
he put an helmet of brafs upon his head; alfo he 
arined him witha coat of mail. 

39 And David girded his fword upon his armour, 
andhe affayed to go; for hehad not proved zt. And 
David faid unto Saul, I cannot go with thefe; forI 
have not proved ‘iem. And David put them offhim. 

40 And he took his ftaffin his hand, and chofe 
him five fnooth flones out of the brook, and put 
them in a fhepherd’s bag which ke had, even ina 
ferip; and his fling wasin his hand: and he drew 
near lo the Philifiine. 

41 And the Philiftine came on and drew near unto 
David; and the man that bare the fhield went before 
him. 

2 And when the Philifline looked about, and faw 
David, he difdained him: for he was dJuéa youth, and 
ruddy, and of a fair countenance. 

43 And the Philifline faid unto David, 2m 1 a dog, 
that thou comeft to me with faves? And the Phi- 
liftine carfed David by his gods. 

44 And the Philiftine faid to David, come unto 
me, and I will give thy flefh unto the fowls of the 
air, and to the beafts of the field. 











26 That he fooull defy the armies of the living Ged.| Tavid would 
not have them think thac he was infligated by the hope of the re- 
ward, fo much as by an hely zeal for God, and a generous love for 
his country. 

28 Why cameft then doeeu hither, &e.] _Eliab’s paflion had made 
him forget that he had come down by his facher’s command. 

37 He cull deliver me cut of the hand cf this Philiftiine, &c.) David 
declares that he was fully perfuaded Ged would deliver the Philiftine 
into his hands, as he had done the lion and the bear, for he felt him- 
Self full of that Spirit which then affifted him. 

44 Cone to me, and 1 will give thy fish uvto the fowls, &ce.J This 

No. 24. : 


ofhofis: the God of the armies of liracl, whom 
thou haft defied. ‘ 

46 This day will the L.orep deliver thee into mine 
hand; and I will {mite thee, and take thine head 
from thee; and Iwill give the carcafes of the hoft of 
the Philiftines unto the fowls of the air, and to the 
wild beafts of the earth; that all the carth may know 
that there is a Gad in Ifrael. ‘ 

47 Andall this affembly fhall know that the Lorp 
faveth not-with fword and fpear: for the battle zs 
the Lorn’s, and he will give you into our hands. 

48 And it came to pafs, whén the Philiftine arofe, 
and came and drew nigh to meet David, that David 
hafte|, and rantoward the army tomeet the Philiftine. 

49 And David put his hand in his bag, and took 


thence a ftone, and flang 7/, and fmote the Philiftiine 


in his forchead, that the ftone funk into his forehead; 
and he fell upon his face to the earth. 

50 So David prevailed over the Philiftine with a 
iling and with a ftone, and fmote the Philiftine, and 
flew him; shere teas no fword in the hand of David. 

51 Therefore David ran, and ftood upon.tlte Phi- 
liftine, and took his fword, and drew it out of the 
fheath thereof, and flew him, and cut off his head 
therewith. And when the Philiftines faw their cham- 
pion was dead, they fled. 

52 M1 And the men of Ifrael and of Judah arofe, 
and fhouted, and purfued the Philiftines, until thou 
coie to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And 
the wounded of the Philiftines fell down by the way 
to Shaarim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. ; 

53 And the children of Iracl returned from chaf- 
ing after the Philiftines, and they fpoiled their tents. 

54 YF And David took the head of the Philiftine, 
and brought it to Jerufalem ; but he put hisarmour 
in his tent. 

55 I And when Saul faw David go forth againft 
the Philiftine, he faid unto Abner, the captain of the 
hoft, Abner, whofe fon is this youth? And Abner 
faid, As thy foul liveth, O king, I cannot tell. 

56 And the king faid, Enquire thou whofe fon 
the flripling zs. 

57 And as David returned from the flaughter of 
the Philitine, Abner took him, and brought him be-~ 
fore Saul with the head of the Philiftine in his hand. 

58 And Saul faid to him, Whofe fon art thou, 
thou young man ? And David anfwered, J amthe fon 
of thy fervant Jeffe, the Beth-lehemite. 

CHAP. XVIII. 
1 Jonathan loveth David. § David's wife condudl in- 
gratrateth him with the people, and with Saul’s fervants. 

6 The women’s fong in honour of his vidtory exciteth 

Saul’s cnvy 3 10 who in his fury feeketh to hill him, 

12 Saul feareth David for his wifdom and good fuccef;. 

17 He promifeth him hts eldeft daughter by way of a 

Snare, bul giveth her to another. 20 He promifeth 
him Mickal his younger daughter. 22 Saul fetteth his 

Servants to perfuade David to be the king’s fon in law 

upon condition of bringing a hundred Sorefkins of the 

Philiflines ; David bringeth two hundred, and hath 

Michal given him to wife. 28 Saul’s haired mncreaf— 

eth, and David’s glory. 

AND 


ET EE 
hyperbolical declaration not only proceeded from the difdain and 


haughtinefs of Goliath, but was agreeable to the manner of thofe 
times, and efpecially of the Orientals. 

51 And drew it out of the focath, &c.] David was ftrong, not 
merely by nature, but by the power of God; otherwife he could 
not have well managed the fword of Goliath. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII 
Thus we fee how God takes vengeance, for his own honour, in pu- 

nifhing the wicked ; and helps ihofe who truft in him, by making 

ufe of means, apparently very weak, to bring down the pride of 


his enemies, and deftroy the moft formidable powers. 
+2 EXPLANATORY 





I. SAMUEL. He hath Michal given him to wife. 


Saul from envy feeketh to flay Davia. 


liftines may be againQ him. Wherefore Saul faid Before 


Before 


CHRIST 


1063. 


ND it came to pafs, when he had made an end 
A of {peaking unto Saul, that the foul of Jonathan 
was knit with the foul of David, and Jonathan loved 
him as his own foul. ‘, 

2 And Saul took him that day, and would Jet him 
go ho more home to his father’s houfe. 

3 Then Jonathan and David made a covenant, 
becaufe he loved him as his own foul. 

4 And Jonathan ftripped himfelf of the robe that 
was upon him, and gave it to David,and his garments, 
even tc his fword, and to his bow, and to his girdle. 
’ 54 And David went out whitherfoever Saul fent 
him, and behaved himfelf wifely : and Saul fet him 
over the men of war, and he was accepted in the fight 
ofallthe people,and alfo inthe fight of Saul’s fervants. 

6 @ And it came to pafs as they came, when David 
was returned from the flaughter of the Philiftine, 
that the women came out of all cities of Ifrael, fing- 
ing and dancing to meet king Saul, with tabrets, with 
joy, and with inftruments of mufic. 

7 And the women anfwered one another as they 
played, and faid, Saul hath flain his thoufands, and 
David his ten thoufands. ‘ 

8 And Saul was very wroth, and the faying dif- 
pleafed him; and he faid, They have afcribed unto 
David ten thoufands, and to me they have afcribed 
jut thoufands: and what can he have more but the 
kingdom ? aed 

g And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

10 @ And it came to pafs on the morrow, that the 
evil fpirit from God came upon Saul, and he pro- 
phefied in the midft of the houfe: and David played 
with his hand, as at other times: and ¢here was a ja- 
velin in Saul’s hand. ; : 

11 And Saul caft the javelin; for he faid, I will 
{mite David even to the wall whit. And David 
avoided out of his prefence twice. 

12 @ And Saul was afraid of David, becaufe the 
Lory was with him, and was departed from Saul. 

13 Therefore Saul removed him from him, and 
made him his captain overa thoufand; and he went 
out and came in before the people. _ i ; 

14 And David behaved himfelf wifely in all his 
ways; and the Lorp was with him. 

15 Wherefore when Saul faw that he behaved 
himfelf very wifely, he was afraid of him. 

16 But all Ifrael and Judah loved David, becaufe 
he went out and_came in before them. 

17 @ And Saul faid to David, Behold my eldeft 
daughter Merab, her will I give thee to wife: only 
be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lorp’s battles. 
For Saul faid, Let not mine hand be upon him, but 
let the hand of the Philiftines be upon him. 

18 And David faid unto Saul, Who amI? and 
what is my life, o7 my father’s family in Ifrael, that 
{ fhould be fon in law to the king ? 

19 Butit came to pafs ar the time when Merab 
Saul’s daughter fhould have been given to David, that 
fhe was given unto Adricl the Meholathite to wife, 

20 § And Michal Saul’s daughter loved David: 
and they told Saul, and the thing pleafed him. 

21 And Saul faid, I will give him ber, that fhe 
may bea {nare to him, and thatthe hand of the Phi- 


eect 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 


3 Then Foathan and David made a covenant, becaufe he lowed him as 
bis caus fonl.| ‘Through the whole ftory Jonathan thews towards 
David fuch a greatnefs of foul, fuch a conitancy of mind, and difin- 
tereftednefsof heart, as few romances can produce examples of, 

5 David went out, &c.] Upon military expeditions, 

Saul fet him over the men of war, &c.] But not overall, for Abner 
was commander in chief of his forces. 

g Saul eyed David, &c.] i.e. He narrowly obferved him, whe- 

” therhe was afpiring to the crown. . 
10 He prophefied in the midft of tke hinfe, &c.] i.e. Before the whole 
rt. , 
ne 3 Who am I, &c.} This fpeech was no refufal of the honour, but 
~ an acknowledgment how unworthy he was of it. 


to David, Thou fhalt this day be my fon in Jaw in the CURIST 


one of the twain. 

22 And Saul commanded his fervants, faying, Com. 
mune with David fccretly, and fay, Behold the king 
hath delight in thee, and all his fervants love thee: 
now therefore be the king’s fon in law. 

23 And Saul’s fervants fpake thofe words in the 
ears of David. And David faid, Seemeth it to you 
a light thing to be a king’s fon in law, feeing that I 
am a poor man, and lightly eftcemed ? 

24 And the fervants of Saul told him, faying, On 
this manner fpake David. 

25 And Saul faid, Thus fhall yc fay to David, The 
king defireth not any dowry, but an hundred fore- 
fkins of the Philiftines, to be avenged of the king’s 
enemies. But Saul thought to make David fall by 
the hand of the Philiftines. 

26 And when his fervantstold David thefe words, 
it pleafed David well to be the king’s fon in law: and 
the days were not expired. 

27 Wherefore David arofe and went, he and his 
men, and flew of the Philiftines two hundred men; 
and David brought their forefkins, and they gave 
them in full tale to the king, that he might be the 
king’s fon in law. And Saul gave him Michal his 
daughter to wife. 

28 & And Saul faw and knew that the Lorp was 
with David,and that Michal Saul’s daughterlovedhim. 

2g And Saul was yet the more afraid of David; 
and Saul became David’s enemy continually. 

30 Then the princes of the Philiftines went forth : 
and it came to pafs after they went forth, that David 
behaved himfelf more wifely than all the fervants of 
Saul; fo that his name was much fet by. 

CHAP. XIX. 
1 Fonathan difclofeth to David his father’s purpofe to kill 
him. 4 He perfwadeth his father to a reconciliation. 
* 8 Saul jealous of David's good fuccefs in a new war 
again ecketh to flay him; he favcth himfelf ty flight. 

11 Saul’s meffengers come to David's houfe to flay him s 

Michal favoureth his efeape, and deceiveth her father 

by an image in the bed. 18 David cometh to Samuel to 

Naioth; he is purfued ; the fpirit of prophecy cometh 

upon Saul’s meffengers, 23 and upon Saul, 
ae Saul fpake to Jonathan his fon, and to al! 

his fervants, that they fhould kill David. 

2 But Jonathan Saul’s fon delighted much in Da- 
vid: and Jonathan told David, faying, Saul my fa- 
ther feeketh to kill thee: now therefore, I pray thee, 
take heed to thyfelf until the morning, and abide in 
a fecret place, and hide thyfelf: 

3 And I will go out and ftand befide my father in 
the field where thou @rt,and I will commune with my 
father of thee; and what I fee, that I will tell thee. © 

4 4 And Jonathan fpake good of David unto Saul 
his father, and faid unto him, Let not the king fin 
againft his fervant, againft David; becaufe he hath 
not finned againft thee, and becaufe his works have 
been to thee-ward very good: 

5 For he did put his lif2 inhis hand, and flew the 
Philiftine,and the Lorb wrought agreat falvation for 
all Ifrael: thou faweft zt, and didftrejoice: wherefore 

then 


19 Sheawas given sito Adviel, &c,] Which was an high affront to 
David, and onc of the greateft injuries that could be offered. 

27 Two hundred men, &c.] It is one hundred in the Septuagint, 
which is not improbable, Saul having covenanted for no more. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVIIL 

We may fee plainly from the tenor of this chapter, that nothing can 
hurt thofe whom God loves; and that whatever the wicked devife 
againft them, turns to their advantage. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 

1 Saul fpake to Fonathan, &c.] Let whatever Saul’s reafons be for 
defiring Jonathan's affiftance in fo vile a fad, it is plain that there 
was a peculiar providence of Goi in his difclofing himfelf fo freely 
on this head, fince, by thar means, David came to right informa- 
tion of his danger. 

8 David 





Michal’s artifice to fave David's life. 


CHAP. XX. 


David confulteth with Fonathan. 
z i i ? . Befor 
fied before Samuel in like manner, and lay down na a 





pefore then wilt thou fin againft innocent blood, to flay 
CHRIST pavid without a caufe? 


1063. 


1062. 


6 And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jona-~ 
than: and Saul fware, As the Loxp liveth, he fhall 
not be flain. 

7 And Jonathan called David,and Jonathan fhewed 
him all thofe things. And Jonathan brought David 
to Saul, and he was in his prefence, as in times patft. 

8 @ And there was war again: and David went 
out, and fought with che Philiftines, and lew them 
with a greit flaughter ; and they fled from him. 

g And the evil fpirit from the Lorp was upon 
Saul, as he fatin his houfe with his javelin in his 
hand: and David played with Azs hand. 

10 And Saul fought to [mite David even to the wall 
with the javelin; but he flipped away out of Saul’s 
prefence, and he fmote the javelin into the wall: and 
David fled, and efcaped that night. 

11 W Saul alfo fent meffengers unto David’s houfe, 
to watch him, and to flay him in the morning: and 
Michal David's wife told him, faying, If thou fave 
not thy life to night, to morrow thou fhalt be flain. 

12 § So Michal let David down through a win- 
dow: and he went and fled, and efcaped. 

13 And Michal took an image, and Jaid zt in the 
bed, and put a pillow of goats’ hair for his bolfter, 
and covered z with a cloth. 

14 And when Saul fent meffengers to take David, 
fhe faid, He zs fick. 

15 And Saul fent the meffengers again to fee Da- 
vid, faying, Bring him up to me in the bed, that I 
may flay him. 

16 And when the meffengers were come in, be- 
hold, there was an image in the bed, with a pillow 
of goats’ hair for his bolfter. 

17 And Saul faid unto Michal, Why hafl thou de- 
ceived me fo, and fent away mine cnemy, that he is 
efcaped? And Michal anfwered Saul, He faid unto 
me, Let me go; why fhould f kill thee? 

18 & So David fled, and efcaped, and came to Sa- 
muel to Ramab,and told him all thatSaul had done to 
him. And he and Samuel went and dwelt in Naioth. 
19 And it was told Saul, faying, Behold, David 
is at Naioth in Ramah. 

20 And Saul fent meffengers to take David: and 
when they faw the company of the prophets prophe- 
fying, and Samuel ftanding as appointed over them, 
the Spirit of God was upon the meffengers of Saul, 
and they alfo prophefied. 

21 And when it was told Saul, he fent other meffen- 
gers, and they prophefied likewife. And Saul fent 
meffengers again the third time, and they prophefied 
alfo. 

22 Then went he alfo to Ramah, and came toa 
great well that zs in Sechu: and he afked and faid, 
Where ave Samueland David? And one faid, Behold, 
they be at Naioth in Ramah. 

23 § And he went thither to Naioth in Ramah: and 
the Spirit of God was upon him alfo, and he went on, 
and prophefied, until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 

24 And he ftripped off his clothes alfo,and prophe- 


ne ee rene er rr a re 

8 David went out and fought aith the Philiflines, &c.] Thefe were 
only tkirmifhes between {mall parties. 

ir Michal David's wife told him, &c.] It is probable, Michal 
had received information either from her brother Jonathan, or from 
fome other friend at court. 

13 Took au image, &c.] This wasnot fuch an image as was made 
for a fuperltitious ufe, but only a fimple image, reprefenting a man. 

19 Let me go; why flould I kill thee? A mere fidtion o. Michal’s 
this; for ie is not likely either that fhe would endeavour to detain 
him, or that he would threaten to kill her if the did. 

18 He and Samuel went and dauelt at Naicth.] This was a place 
near or belonging to Ramah, where the fons of the prophets had 
their ordinary refidence. 

20 Saul fent mffengers ta take David, &c.| So great was Saul’s im- 
placable hatred to David, that it had abolifhed not only all refpect 
and reverence to Samnel, (under whofe protefion David then was) 
but all regard likewife to the college of the prophets, which in thofe 
days had obtained the privilege of a fan€tuary. 





ked all that day and all that night. Wherefore they 
fay, Zs Saul alfo among the prophets? 


C H A PL XX, 


1 David confulteth with Fonathan how to provide for his 
Safety. 11 The friendly league between them confirm— 
ed by oath. 18 They agree upou a token. 24 David 
abfenting himfelf from the hing’s table is excufed by 
Jonathan; Saul being enraged feekcth to kill Fonathan. 
35 Fonathan informeth David of his danger by the 
token agreed on. 41 The two friends take a loving 
leave of each other. 
A ND David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came 
and faid before Jonathan, What have I done? 
what zs mine iniquity ? and what zs my fin before thy 
father, that he feeketh my life? 

2 And he faid unto him, God forbid; thou fhalt 
not die: behold, my father will do nothing cither 
great or fmall, but that he will fhew it me: and why 
fhould my father hide this thing from me? it zs not /e. 

3 And David fware moreover, and faid, Thy father 
certainly knoweth that I have found grace in thine 
eyes; and he faith, Let not Jonathan know this, left 
he be grieved: buttruly as the Lorn liveth, and as 
thy foul liveth, there is but a ftep between me and 
death. 

4 Then faid Jonathan unto David, Whatfcever 
thy foul defireth, I will even do z¢ for thee. 

§ And David faid unto Jonathan, Behold, to mor- 
row zs the new moon, and [ fhould not fail to fit with 
the king at meat: but let me go, that I may hide 
myfelf in the field unto the third day at even. 

6 if thy father at all mifs me, then fay, David ear- 
neftly afked /eave of me that he might run to Beth- 
lehem his city: for there 7s a yearly facrifice there 
for all the family. 

7 If he fay thus, Jt is well; thy fervant fhall have 
peace: but if he be very wroth, then be fure that 
evil is determined by him. 

8 Therefore thou fhalt deal kindly with thy fer- 
vant; for thou haft brought thy fervant into a cove- 
nant of the Lorp with thee: notwithftanding, if 
there be in me iniquity, flay me thyfelf; for why 
fhouldeft thou bring me to thy father ? 

g And Jonathan faid, Far be it from thee: for if I 
knewcertainly that evil were determined by my father 
to come upon thee, then would not I tell it thee? 

10 Then iaid David to Jonathan, Who fhall tell 
me? or what zf thy father anfwer thee roughly, 

11 @ And Jonathan faid unto David, Come, and 
let us go out into the field. And they went out both 
of them into the field. 

12 And Jonathan faid unto David, O Lorp God 
of Ifrael, when I have founded my father about to 
morrow any time, or the third day, and, behold, zf 
there be good toward David, and J then fend not 
unto thee, and fhew it thee; 

13 The Loxp do fo and much more to Jonathan: 
but if it pleafe my father /o do thee evil, then I will 


fhew it thee, and fend thee away, that thou mayeft go 
in 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XIX. 

We fhould learn from the example of Jonathan, here fet before us, 
to take the part of the innocent when perfecuted unjuftly, never 
to be backward in our good offices towards others, and to ufe all 
forts of means to foften thofe that are in anger. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 


3 He faith, Let not Fonatkan knew thity &e.J] David was willing 
to believe that Saul might conceal his intentions from Jonathan, on 
account of the affe@tion which his fon had for him. 

To morremy is the new moor, &c.] We find the Ifraelites per- 
formed folemn facrifices every nev moon, and after the facrifices 


feafted together. 
12 Jenathan faid unto David, O Lord God of Lfrael, when I have 


Joxnded, &c.] Thefe firft words of Jonathan feem to be an exelama- 


‘tion ; after which he recovers himfelf, and procecds to declare his 


fincerity in the moft affe€tionate manner. 
19 Wher 


1532. 


RE EL RG 


fonathan’s friendfhip to David. 


gore in peace:and the Lorp be with thee, as he hath been 
yo6a, With my facher, 
14 And thou fhale not only while yet I live fhew me 
the kindnefs of the Lorp, that I die not: 
15 Bur a/f thou fhalt nor cut off thy kindnefs from 


my houfe for ever: no, nor when the Lorp-hath cut 





off the enemies of David every one from the face of 


the earth. 


16 So Jonathan made a covenant with the houfe of 


David, faying, Let the Lorp even require 7 at the 
hand of David’s enemies. 

17 And Jonathan caufed David to {wear again, be- 
caufe he loved him: for he loved him as he loved his 
own foul. 

18 @ Then Jonathan faid to David, To morrow #s 
the new moon: and thou fhalt be miffed, becaufe thy 
feat will be empty. 

1g And whe thou haft ftayed three days, then thou 
fhalt go down quickly, and come to the place where 
thou didft hide thyfelf when the bufinefs was iz band, 
and fhale remain by the ftone Ezel. 

20 And I will thoor three arrows on the fide sLere- 
of, as though I fhot at a mark. 

21 And, behold, I will fend a lad, /aying, Go, find 
out thearrows. If I exprefly fay unto the lad, Behold, 
the arrows are on this fide of thee, take them; then 
come thou; for there is peace to thee, and no hurt: as 
the Lorp liveth. 

22 Burif I fay thus unto the young man, Behold, 
the arrows are beyond thee; go thy way: for the Lorp 
hath fent thee away. 

23 And as fouching the matter which thou and J 
have fpoken of, behold, the Lorp 4e¢ between thec 
and me for ever. 

24 % So David hid himfelf in the field: and when 
the new moon was come, the king fat him down to eat 
meat. 

25 And the king fat upon his feat, as at other times, 
even upon a feat by the wall: and Jonathan arofe, and 
Abner fat by Saul’s fide, and David’s place was empty. 

26 Neverthelefs Saul {pake not any thing that day: 
for he thought, Something hath befallen him, he /s 
not clean; furely he zs not clean. 

27 And it came to pafs on the morrow, which was 
the fecond day of the month, that David’s place was 
empty: and Saul faid unto Jonathan his fon, Where- 
fore cometh not the fon of Jeffe to meat, neither yef- 
terday, nor to day? 

28 And Jonathan anfwered Saul, David earneftly 
afked leave of me fo go to Beth-lIehem: 

2g And he faid, Ler me go, I pray thee; for our 
family hatha facrifice in the city; and my brother, he 
hath commanded me ¢o de ¢here ; and now, if I have 
found favour in thine eyes, let me get away, I pray 
thee, and fee my brethren. Therefore he cometh not 
unto the King’s table, 

30 Then Saul’s anger was kindled againft Jona- 
than, and he faid unto him, Thou fon of the perverfe 
rebellious woman,do not I Know that thou haft chofen 
the fon of Jeffe to thine own confufion, and unto the 
confufion of thy mother’s nakednefs ? 

31 Foras long as the fon of Jeffe liveth upon the 
ground, thou fhalt not be eftablifhed, nor thy king- 


ee 
19 Hehen thou haft flayed three days, then thou fbalt 89 dowry &c.] 


This feems to fignify, that if Jonathan did not come the firft day, 
it fhould be taken for granted that he knew nothing, and David 
therefore was to come again the fecond day ; and if Jonathan bronghe 
him no news on that day, David was to come once more on the third. 
25 Jonathan avofe, &C.] It is fuppofed by Bithop Patrick that he 
arofe out of refpeét, when his father came into the roo. 
30 Thou fon of the perverfe rebellions woman, &c.} "This is in the 


Hebrew, Thou fon of perverfe rebellion ! that is, thou very perverfe 


rebel. 
"83 Sarl off a javelis at kia, &c.J 
were {pears which kings always carried in their hands. 
40 ths artillery, &c.] i.e. His bow, arrows, and quiver. 
. GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAS. XX. 
The inftances of the ftri€t and very tender friendfhisyy ftv... 
% 
















£ Benjamin. 


The {ceptres of thofe ages 


Jona- 


I SAMUEL, Ahimelech siveth David hallowed bread. 


: a 
dom. Wherefore now fend and fetch him unto Me, Before 
for he fhall furely die. CHRIST 


32 And Jonathan anfwercd Saul his father, and ne 
faid unto him, Wherefore fhall he be flain? what 
hath he done? , 

33 And Saul caft a javelin at him to fmite him: 
whereby Jonathan knew that it was determincd of his 
father to flay David. 

34 So Jonathan arofe from the table in fierce an- 
ger, and did eat no meat the fecond day of the 
month: for he was gricved for David, bccaufe his 
father had done him fhame. 

35 And it came to pafsin the morning, that Jo- 
nathan went out into the field at the time appointed 
with David, anda little lad with him, 

36 And he faid unto his lad, Run, find out now 
the arrows which I fhootr. das the Jad ran, he 
fhot an arrow beyond him. 

37 And when the lad was come to the place of the 
arrow which Jonathan had fhor, Jonathan cried attcr 
the lad, and faid, Js not the arrow beyond thee? 

38 And Jonathan cried after the lad, Make fpeed, 
hatte, flay not. And Jonathan’s lad gathered up the 
arrows, and came to his mafter. 

39 But the lad knewnor any thing: only Jonathan 
and David knew the matter. 

40 And Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad, 
and faid unto him, Go, carry shem to the city. 

41 WI And as foon as the lad was gone, David arofe 
out of @ pflace toward the fouth, and fell on his face to 
the ground, and bowed himfelf three times : and they 
kiffed one another, and wept cne with another, until 
David exceeded. . 

42 And Jonathan faid to David, Go in peace, foraf- 
much as we have fworn both of us in the name of the 
Lorp, faying, The Lorp be between me and thee, 
and between my feed and thy feed for ever. And he 
arofeand departed: and Jonathan went into the city. 


C HAP. XXI. 

1 Davidcometh to Nob, and obtaineth of Abimelech bal- 
lowed bread: Doeg is prefent. 8 David afketh for a 
Sword, and recetveth the fword of Geltath. 10 He 
Sleeth to Gath, where to fave his life he feigneth binfelf 
mad. , 

HEN came David to Nob to Ahimelech the 
prieft: and Ahimelech was afraid at the meet- 
ing of David, and faid unto him, Why art thou 


alone, and no man with thee? 


2 And David faid unto Ahimelech the prieft, The 
king hath commanded me a bulinefs, and hath faid 
unto me, Let no man know any thing of the bufinels 
whereabout I fend thee, and what 1 have commanded 
thee: and I have appointed iy fervants to fuch and 
fuch a place. 

3 Now therefore what is under thine hand? give me 
five eaves of breadin minc hand, or what thereis prefent. 

4 And the prieft anfwered David, and faid, There és 
no common bread under mine hand, but there is ha)- 
lowed bread; if the young men have kept themfelves 
at leaft from women. 

5 And David anfvered the prieft, and faid unrohim, 
Of a truth women have éecn kept from us about thefe 

three 


thanand David, inform us what are the duties of that endearing 
connection; and that true friends, whofe friendfhip is founded 
upon piety, cfteem, and virtue, are a treafure never to be fuffi- 
ciently regarded. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 


1 Nob, &c.] ‘The interpreters in gencral will have the city here 
fpecified to be that which ftood on the weft fide, and in the tribe of 

3 What is under thine hand? &c.] Signifying, what food hat 
thou ready to be eaten? 

4. Uf the young men, Sc.) Here the prieft isto be underftood as 
only taking notice that no fuch perfons were with him, as ufually he 
knew attended him, and were the conftant guards of one of David's 


uality. 
a - 7 Detained 
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David at Gath fegneth to be mad. CHAP. XXIL Doeg accufeth Ahimelech. 
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2 And every one sat was in diftrefs, and every Before 


pelore three days, fince 1 came out, and the veffels of the 
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one ¢hat cas in debt, and every one (hat cas diteon© 
tented, gathered themfelves unto him; and he be. 
came a Captain over them: and there were with him 
about four hundred men. 

3 4 And David went thence to Mizpeh of Moab: 
and he faid unto the king of Moab, Let my father 
and my mother, I pray thee, come forth, avd Le with 
you, till I know what God will do for me. 

4 And he brought them before the king of Moab: 
and they dwelt with him all the while that David was 
in the hold. 

5 @ And the prophet Gad faid unto David, Abide 
not tn the hold; depart, and get thee into the land of 
Judah. Then David departed, and came into the 
fore{t of Hareth. 

6 @ When Saul heard that David was difcovered, 
and the men that cere with him, (now Saul abode in 
Gibeah under atree in Ramah, having his fpear in his 
hand, and ali his fervants were ftanding about him ;) 
__7 Then Saul faid unto his fervants that ftood about 
hun, Hear now, ye Benjamites; will the fon of Jetiz 
give every one of you fields and vineyards, avd make 
youall captains of thoufands, and captainsof hundreds; 

8 That all of you have confpired againft me, and 
there is none that fheweth me that my fon hath made 
a league with the fon of Jeffe, and there is none of you 
that 1s forry for me, or fheweth unto me that my fon 
hath ftirred up my fervant againft me, to lie in wait, 
as at this day? 

9 & Then anfwered Doeg the Edomite, which was 
fer over the fervants of Saul, and faid, I faw the fon of 
Jeff coming to Nob, to Ahimelech the fon of Ahitub. 

10 And he enquired of the Lorp for him, and 
gave him victuals, and gave him the {word of Goliath 
the Philiftine. 

ir @ Then the king fent to call Ahimelech the 
prielt, the fon of Ahitub, and all his father’s houfe, the 
priefts that were in Nob: and they came all of them 
to the king. 

12 And Saul faid, Hear now, thou fon of Ahitub. 
And he anfwered, Here I am, my lord. 

13 And Saul faid unto him, Why have ye confpired 
againft me, thou and the fon of Jeffe, in thar thou 
naft given him bread, anda {word, and haft enquired 
of God for him, that he fhould rife againit me, to he 
In wait, asat this day? 

14 Then Ahimelech anfwered the king, and faid, 
And who ¢s /e faithful among all thy fervants as Da-— 
vid, which is the king’s fon in law, and goeth at thy 
bidding, and is honourable in thine houfe ? 

15 Did I then begin to enquire of God for him? be 
it far from me: let not the king impute any thing unto 
his fervant, zor to all the houfe of my father: for thy 


fervant knew nothing of all this, lefs or mvore. 

. 16 And 
A TAT AE) 
is derived ; and as they might be honeft and good men, though rhey 
had the misfortune to be in debt, or could not fubmit to tyrannical 
treatment, fo in all probability David’s companions were men of 
good charatters, though in debt. 

3 David went thence to Mizpea of Moab, &e.] The king of Moab 
was then at enmity with Saul. 

5 Get thee into the land of Fudahy 8&:c.] Gad would have him pub- 
licly appear, as one that confided in God, and his own innocence. 

6 Under a tree in Ramah, &c.] This may be tranflated under a 
grove in an high place. 

gL faw the fu of F fe, &c.| ‘Thus toingratiate himlf with Saul, 
how contemptuonfly does Doeg fpeak here of David, not vouch- 
fafing to call him by his name! 

10 dud he enquired of the Lord far him, &c.] "The conduét of Doeg 
is artful, mean, and malicious: mifreprefenting fome things, and 
wholly fupprefling others; difcovering every thing that might be 
conftrued to the prejudice of Ahimelech, and concealing every cir- 
cumftance that would plead in hisfavour. A conduét charaderiftical 
of a wicked man. ; 

12 Here fart, my lord.] Although the king forgot the refpect 
due to the pricft, the pricit did not forget his duty to the king. 

15 Did f then begin to enquire of God for bin? &c.] Ahimelech 
had before done the fame thing torhim, without any imputation of 
guilt, and therefore urges that what he had now done f:ould not be 
an argument againit him. 

Cc ry The. 

































young men are holy, and the bread 7s ina manner com- 
mon,jea,though it were fanctified this dayin the veifel. 

6 So the prieft gave him hallowed dread: for there 
was no bread there but the fhewbread, that was taken 
from before the Lorn, to put hor bread in rhe day 
when it was taken away. 

Now a certain man of the fervants of Saul was 
there that day, detained before the Lorn; and his 
name wes Doeg, an Edomite, the chiefeft of the 
herdmen that éelonged to Saul. 

8 @ And David faid unto Ahimelech, And is there 
noc here under thine hand a fpear or fword? for I 
have neither brought my [word nor my weapons with 
me, becaufe the king’s bufinefs required hafte. 

g And the prieft faid, The fword of Goliath the 
Philiftine, whom thou fleweft in the valley of Elah, 
behold, ic ¢s bere wrapped ina cloth behind the ephod: 
if thou wilt take thar, take z: for there is no other 
fave that here. And David faid, There zs none like 
that ; give it me. 

10 G And David arofe, and fied rhar day for fear 
of Saul, and went to Achifh the king of Gath. 

11 And the fervants of Achifh faid unto him, Js not 
this David the king of the land? did they not fing 
one to another of him in dances, faying, Saul hath 
flain his thoufands, and David his ten thoufands ? 

12 And David laid up thefe words in his heart, 
and was fore afraid of Achifh the king of Gath. 

13 And he changed his behaviour before them, 
and feigned himfelf mad in their hands, and {crabbled 
on the doors of the gare, and let his fpittle fall down 
upon his beard. : 

14 Then faid Achifh unto his fervants, Lo, ye fee 
the man ismad: wherefore thez have ye brought him 
to me? 

15 Have I need of mad men, that ye have broughr 
this fedow to play the mad man in my prefence? fhall 
this felloww come into my houfe? 

CHA PP XXII. 


1 David's kindred and others refort unto him at Adullam. 
3 Al Mizpeb he commendeth bis parents to the protec- 
tion of the king of Moab. 5 Admonifbed by Gad be re- 
movelh to Hareth, 6 Saul complaineth of the unfaith. 
Suluefs of bis fervants. g Doeg accufeth Abimnelech. 
11 Abimelech is fent for with the priefts, and anfwereth 
the charge. 17 The footmen refufing to flay the prie/ts 
at the king’s command, Doeg executeth it: their cily 
Nob is defiroyed, 20 Abiather efcaping bringeth David 
ibe news. 

Ps therefore departed thence, and efcaped to 

the cave Adullam: and when his brethren and 
all his father’s houfe heard zt, they went down thither 
to him. 





7 Detained before the Lord, &c.] He was not detained by force 
or conftraint, but by fome vow he had upon him, or fome religious 
performance to which he had obliged himfelf. 

g The frvord of Goliath the Philiftine, Sec-| Agrceable to ancient 
cuftom, the fword with which David cut off Goliath’s head he de- 
dicated to the Lord, and delivered it to the prieft, to be kept as a 
monument of his victory, and of the Ifraelites’ deliverance, 

13 He changed his behaviour before themy and feigned himflf mad, 
&c.) David being in manifeft danger, chofe to perfonate the fool, 
becaufe he prefumed that Achith would readily conclude that the 
troubles he had fuffered under Saul’s perfecution of him had ftupi- 
fied hisfenfes, and turned his brain. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXI. 
‘The conduét of David, as here related, fhews that he did not fof 

ficiently rely on the promifes of the Lord; and fhould be a warn- 


ing tous, never to have recourfe to evil means, nor do any thing 
unworthy of ourcalling, to avoid the dangers which threaten. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XxII. 


1 Aduliam, &c.] Which was a town in the tribe of Judah, where 
there was a rock of the fame name, in which was a cave naturally 
ftrong and well fortified, to which David retreated. 

2 Aad every one that cas in diftrcft, &C.} ' In the Gallic language 
lei ay were called foldarii, from whence the word, foldier, 

0. ey. 
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The priefts of Ahumelech’s family flan. 1. SAMUEL. 


Before 


16 And the king faid, Thou fhalt furely die, Ahi- 
eee melech, thou, spd all thy farher’s houfe. 

17 {And the king faid unto the footmen that 
ftood about him, Turn, and flay the priefts of the 
Lorn; becaufe their hand alfo7s with David, and 
becaufe they knew when he fled, and did not fhew it 
tome. Bur the fervants of the king would nor put 
forth their hand to fall upon the priefts of the Lorn. 

18 Andthe king faid to Doeg, Turn thou, and fall 
upon the priefts. . And Doeg the Edomite turned, 
and he fell upon the priefts, and flew on that day four- 
{core and five perfons that did wear a linen ephod. 

1g And Nob, the city of the priefts, imote he 
with the edge of the fword, both men and women, 
children and fucklings, and oxen, and affes, and 
fheep, with the edge of the fword. 

20 { And one of the fons of Ahimelech the fon of 
Ahitub, named Abiathar, efcaped, and fled after David 

21 And Abiathar fhewed David that Saul had flain 
the Lorp’s pricits. 

22 And David faid unto Abiathar, I knew 7 that 
day, when Doeg the Edomite zeas there, that he 
would furely tell Saul: I have occafioned she death of 
all the perilous of thy father’s houfe. 

23 Abide thou with me, fear not: for he that feck- 
eth my life fecketh thy life: but with me thou /ba/t 
e in fafeguard. 

C H A P.. XXII. 
1 The Philiftines fzht againft Keiab ; David, enquiring 
of the Lord by Abiathar, Jiniteth them, and Javeth 

Keilab. 7 Saul purpofeth to befiege bin at Keilab, 9 

God fheweth bim of Saul’s coming, and the treachery of 

the Keilites. 13 He efcapeth to Ziph, whither Fonathan 

cometh and comfortelh him. 19 The Zipbites difcover 
him to Saul, who purfueth him clofely to Maon, 27 but 
is called off by an invafion of the Philifiines. 29 David 

dwelleth at En-gedi. . 
ase they told David, faying, Behold, the Phi- 

liftines fight againit Keilah, and they rob the 
threfhing~floors. : 

2 Therefore David enquired of the Lorn, faying, 
Shall I go and fmite thefe Philiftines ? And the Lorp 
faid unto David, Go, and {mite the Philiftines, and 
fave Keilah. 

3 And David’s men faid unto him, Behold, we be 
afraid here in Judah: how much more then if we 
come to Keilah againft the armies of the Philiftines ? 

4 Then David enquired of the Lorp yet again. 
And the Lorp anfwered him and faid, Arife, go 
down to Keilah: for I wili deliver the Philiftines into 
thine hand. 

5 So David and his men went to Keilah, and 
fought with the Philiftines, and brought away their 
cattle, and fmote them with a great flaughter. So 
David faved the inhabitants of Keilah. 

6 And it came to pafs, when Abiathar the fon of 
Ahimelech fled to David at Keilah, shat he came 
down with an ephod in his hand. 

“ And it was told Saul that David was come to 
Keilah. And Saul faid, God hath delivered him into 
mine hand; for he is {hut in, by entering into a rown 

_ that hath gates and bars, 

8 And Saul called all the people together to war, to 

go down to Keilah, to befiege David and his men. 


106f. 


re 

17 The fervants of the hing would not put Sith their hand to fall 
upon the prifis of the Lord.| Herein they were to be commended ; 
burt to ftand wringing their hands, while they faw fo many innocent 
creatures murdered, was much the fame as to betray all divine and 
homan rights merely to pleafe a tyrant. 

GFRNERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XXII. 

This chapter points out the evil calumnies occafion; which fhould 

firike us with horror for that fin, and alfo at the im iety and in- 

juttice of Saul, as well as the cruelty and wiekedne fe 

flaying the priefts of the Lord. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIII. 


a Thy told David, &c.] Or, more properly, they had told David. 
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sof Doeg, in 


Saul ¢urfueth clofely after David. 


9 @ And David knew that Saul fecretly practifed Before 
milchief againft him; and he faid to Abiathar theCHRIst 
prieft, Bring hither the epkod. sd 

10 Then faid David, O Lorp God of Ifracl, thy 
fervant hath certainly heard that Saul fecketh to come 
to Keilah, to deftroy the city for my fake. 

ax Will the men of Keilah deliver me up into his 
hand? will Saul come down, as thy fervant hath 
heard? O Lorp God of Ifrael, I befecch thee, tell thy 
fervant. And the Lorp faid, He will come down. 

22 Then faid David, Will the men of Keilak deli. 
ver me and my men into the hand of Saul? And the 
Lorp faid, They will deliver shee up. 

1g @ Then David and his men, cdich ewere about 
fix hundred, arofe and departed out of Keilah, and 
went whitherfoever they could go. And it was told 
Saul thar David was efcaped from Keilah; and he 
forbare to go forth, 

14 And David abode in the wildernefs in rong 
holds, and remained in a mountain in the wildernefs 
of Ziph. And Saul fought him every day, but God 
delivered him not into his hand. 

15 And David faw that Saul was come out to feck 
his hife: and David was in the wildernefs of Ziph in 
a wood. 

16 And Jonathan Saul’s fon arofe, and went to David 
into the wood, and {trengthened his hand in God. 

17 And he faid unto him, Fear not: for the hand 
of Saul my father fall not find thee; and thou fhale 
be king over Ifracl, and I fhall be next unto thee; 
and that alfo Saul my father knowcth. 

18 And they two made a covenant before the Lorp: 
and David abode in the wood, and Jonathan went to 
his houfe. 

19 {@ Then came up the Ziphites to Saul to Gibeah, 
faying, Doth not David hide himfelf with us in ftrong 
holds in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah, which 7r 
on the fouth of Jefhimon? 

20 Now therefore, O king, come down according 
to all the defire of thy foul to come down; and our 
parts fhall be to deliver him into the king’s hand. 

21 And Saul faid, Blefied de ye of the Lorn; for 
ye have compaffion on me. 

22 Go, I pray you, prepare yet, and know and fee 
his place where his haunt is, avd who hath feen him 
there: for it is told me shat he dealcth very fubtrilly. 

23 Seetherefore, and take knowledge ofall the lurk- 
ing places where he hideth himfelf, and come ye again 
to me with the certainty, and I will go with you: and 
it fhall come to pafs, if he be in the land, that I will 
fearch him out throughout all the thoufands of Judah. 

24 And they arofe, and went to Ziph before Saul: 
but David and his men were in the wildernefs of 
Maon, in the plain on the fouth cf Jefhimon. 

25 Saul alfo and his men went to feek him. And 
they told David: wherefore he came down into a 
rock, and abode in the wildernefs of Maon. And 
when Saul heard /hat, he purfued after David in the 
wildernefs of Maon. 

26 And Saul went on this fide of the mountain, 
and David and his men on that fide of the mountain: 
and David made hafte to get away for fear of Saul; 
for Saul and his men compaffed David and his men 
round about to take them. 

: a7 @ Bur 
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3 We be afraid here in Fudah: how much more then if, &e.] David's 
men argued againft this expedition, becaufe they did not think them- 
felves fafe in their own country, where they hoped they had fome 
friends ; and therefore they thought they fhould be in Rill greater 
danger if they made the Philiitines their encmics. 

4 Exgquired of the Lord yet agam, &c.} He enquired not for his 
own fauisfaction, but theirs. 

10 Then faid David, O Lord, &c.} As the high-prieft was the 
perfon appointed by God, to afk counfel of him’ for the fupreme 
porrnany David {poke thefe words by the mouth of Abia- 
thar. a 

13 Aud vent whitherfoewer they could go, &c.] They went fome- 
times to.one place, foméetimes to another, according as they found 


any hope of fecurity. CERcEeAE 
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David fpareth Saul’s life. 


Before o7 © But there came a mefenger unto Saul, fay- 
CHRIST yor, Hafle thee, and come; for the Philiftines have 
i invaded rhe land. 

28 Wherefore Saul returned from purfuing after 
David, and went againft the Phililtines: therefore 
they called that place Sela-hammahlekoth. 

eg f And David went up from thence, and dwelt 
in flrong holds at En-yedi. 

C H A P- NXIV. 

1 David tn a cave at En-gedi cutteth off Saul's frirt, but 
foarcth his fe: 8 Le urgeth this as a proof af his 
mnocency, 16 Saul acknowicdgeth his fault, taketh an 
oath of David, and departeth, 

NDitcameto pafs,when Saul was returned from 
following the Philiftines, that it was told him, 
faying, Bchold, David?s inthe wildernefs of En-gedi. 

2 Then Saul took three thoufand chofenmen out 
of all Ifracl, and went to feek David and his men 
upon the rocks of the wild goats. : 

3 And he cameto the fheepcotes by the way, where 
was a cave; and Saul went into cover his feet: and 
David and his men remained in the fides of the cave. 

4 And the men of David faid unto him, Behold the 
day of which the Lorn faid unto thee, Behold, I will 
deliver thine enemy into thinehand, that thou mayeft 
doto himasitfhall feem good untothee. Then David 
arofe, and cut off the fkirt of Saul’s robe privily. 

§Andit came to pafs afterward, that David’s heart 
{mote him, becaufe he had cut off Saul’s fkirt. 

6 And he faid unto hismen, The Lorp forbid that 
I fhoulddo this thing unto my mafter, the Loxp’s 
anointed, to ftretch forth mine hand againft him, fee- 
ing he zs the anointed of the Lorp. 

7 So David ftayed his fervants with thefe words, 
and fuffcred them not to rife againft Saul. But Saul 
rofe up out of the cave, and went on his way. 

8 @ David alfo arofe afterward, and went outof the 
cave, and cried after Saul, faying, My lord the king. 
And when Saul looked behind him, David ftooped 
with his face to the earth, and bowed himfelf. 

g And David faid to Saul, Wherefore heareft thou 


men’s words, faying, Behold, David feeketh thy hurt ? 


10 Behold, this day thine eyes have feen how that 
the Lorp had delivered thee to day into mine hand 


in the cave: and fome bade me kill thee: but mne eye 


fpared thee; and I faid, I will not put forth mine hand 
againft my lord; for he 7s the Lorn’s anointed. 


11 Morcover, my father, fee, yea, fee the fhirt of 
‘thy robe in my hand: forin that I cutoff the fkirt of 


thy robe, and killed thee not, know thou and fee that 


there is neither evil nor tranfsreffion in mine hand, 


and I have not finned againil thee; yet thou hunteft 
my foul to take it. 

12 The Lorpb judge between me and thee, and 
the Lorp avenge me of thee: but mine hand fhall 
not be upon thee. 

13 As faith the proverb of the ancients, Wicked- 
nefs procecdeth from the wicked: but mine hand 
fhall not be upon thee. 

14After whom is the king of Ifraelcome out? after 
whom doft thou purfue? after a dead dog, aftera flea, 


rotten rycen pe SN 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP, XXIII 

It evidently appears. in the esfe of David, that God preferves his 
children, fometimes by warning them of dangers wherewith they 
are threatened, and fomctimes in caiting abitacles in the way of 
their enemies, to hinder them from executing their unjuft defigns. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXIV. 

3 locover his fect, &c.} ‘This may be underftood of laying dewn 
to fleep. 

_ 5 Lecanfe hr bad ext of Sacl’s fire) 
fuch an indignity to his prinec. 

6 The Lord forrid thar l poutd do thic thing unto ry mafler, &e.] This 
one example of David’s, under all the provo.ations which he re 
ceived, evidently fhews that the perfons of kings are facred. ‘ 

22 Duvd avd bus men gat ther up inte the kild.| Well knowing the 
inconftancy of Saul’s temper, he was fearful of trufting him, ~ 


i.e. Becaufe he had offered 


CHAP. XXIV. XXV. 











15 The Lorp therefore be judge, and judge be- 
tween me and thee, and fee, and plead my caufe, and 
deliver mc out of thine hand. . 

16 & Andit came to pafs, when David had made 
an end of fpeaking thefe words unto Saul, that Saul 
faid, Js this thy voice, my fon David? And Saul 
lifted up his voice, and wept. 

az And he faid to David, Thou art more righte- 
ous than]: for thou haft rewarded me good, whereas 
I have rewarded thee evil. 

18 And thou haft fhewed this-day how that thou 
haft dealt well with me: forafmuch as when the Lorp 
had delivered meintothine hand, thou killed me not: 

19 For ifa man find his enemy, will he let him go 
well away ? wherefore the Lorp reward thee. good 
for that thou haft done unto me this day. 

20 And _ now, behold, I know well that thou fhalt 
furely be king, and that the kingdom of Ifrael fhall 
be eftablifhed in thine hand. 

21 Swear now therefure unto me by the Lorp,that 
thou wilt not cut off my feed after me, and that thou 
wilt not deftroy my name out of my father’s houfe. 

22 And David fwareunto Saul. And Saul went 
home; but David and his men gat them up unto the 
hold. 

Cc H AP XXV. 

1 Samuel dicth: David gocth to Paran. 2 The charaéers 
of Nabal and Abigail. 4, David fendeth a meffage to 
Nabal. 10 Provoked by Nabal’s churlifh anfwer, he 
fetteth forth to defroy him. 14 Abigarl ts informed 
thereof: 18 fhe meeteth David with a prefent, and in~ 
treateth his pardon. 32 David bleffeth Ged and her 

| for fo timely an interpcfition, and difmiffeth her cour~ 
teoufly. 36 Nabal, ftricken with her relation of the 
matter, dicth. 39 David again bleffeth God, and mar- 
rieth Abigail and Ahinoem. 44 His wife Michal is 
given to Phaliz. 

Ve Samucl died ; and all the Ifraelites were ga- 

thered together, and lamented him, and buried 
him in his houfe at Ramah. And David arofe, and 
went down to the wildernefs of Paran. 

2 And there was aman in Maon, whofe poffeffi~ 
ons were in Carmel; and the man was very great, and 
he had three thoufand fheep, and a thoufand goats: 
and he was fhearing his fheep in Carmel. 

3 Nowthe name of the man was Nabal; andthe 
naine of his wife Abigail: and /he was a woman of 
good underftandihg, and of a beautiful countenance: 
but the man was churlifh and evil in his doings; and 
he was of the houfe of Caleb. 

4 4 And David heardin the wildernefs that Nabal 
did fhear his fheep. 

5 And David fent out ten young men, and David 
faid unto the young men, Get you up to Carmel, and 
goto Nabal, and grect him in my name: 

6 And thus fhall ye fay to him that liveth zn prof- 
perity, Peace éc both to thee, and peace be to thine 
houfe, and peace de unto all that thou haft. 

7 And now I have heard that thou haft fhearers: 
now thy fhepherds which were with us, we hurt them 
not, neither was there aught miffing unto them, allthe 


while they were in Carmel.’ 
8 Afk 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIV. 
Here we are inftru€ted to be gentle and moderate, even to thofe 

whodo us the greateft mifchief; never to avenge ourfelves, but 

rather to return good for evil. 
EXPLANATORY ‘NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 

1 Samu? died.] "This was about two years before the death of 
Saul, and in the ninety-eighth year of his age, twenty of which he 
had fpent in the government of Ifrael. : 

The wildernefs of Paran.] Which lay on the fouth fide of Judea, 
bordering upon Arabia. ie . 

3 Hewas of the hinje of Caleb.| He wasdefcended, but degener- 
ated, from a worthy anceftor. 

6 Peace be both to thee, &c.] Peace, in the facred language, implies 
all manner of bleffings, therefore no compliment could be greater 


than this, 5 
‘ 32 So 


The death of Samuel. 


Before 


CHRIST 


1061. 


1060, 


nee ec A IE 


Nabai’s churlifhnefs provoketh David. 1. SAMUEL. Abigail’s wife addrefs: fhe pacifieth David, 
a Se 


Before 


8 Aik thy young men, and they will fhew thee. 


CHRIST Wherefore let the young men find favour in thine 


2060, 


eyes: for we come ina good day: give, I pray thee, 
whatfoever cometh to thine hand unto thy fervants, 
and to thy fon David. 

And when David’s young men came, they fpake 
to Nabal according to all thofe words in the name 
of David, and ceafed. 

1o ¢ And Nabal anfwered David’s fervants, and 
faid, Who zs David? and who is the fon of Jeffe? 
there be many fervants now adays that break away 
every man from his matter. 

11 Shall I then take my bread, and my water, and 
my flefh that I have killed for my fhearers, and give 
zt unto men, whom I know not whence they de ? 

12 So David’s young men turned their way, and 
went again, and came and told him all thofe fayings. 

13 And David faid unto his men, Gird ye on every 
man his fword. And they girded on every man his 
{word; and David alfo girded on his fword: and 
there went up after David about four hundred men; 
and two hundred abode by the ftuff. 

14 But one of the young men told Abigail, 
Nabal’s wife, faying, Behold, David fent meffengers 
out of the wildernefs to falute our mafter; and he 
railed on them. 

15 But the men were very good unto us, and we 
were not hurt; neither miffed we any thing, as long 
as we were converfant with them, when we were in 
the fields : 

16 They were awall unto us both by night and day, 
all the while we were with them keeping the fheep. 

17 Now therefore know and confider what thou 


wilt do; for evil is determined againft our matter, 


and againft all his houfehold : for he zs fuch a fon of 
Belial, that 2 man cannot {peak to him. 

18 @ Then Abigail made hafte, and took two 
hundred loaves, and two bottles of wine, and five 
theep ready dreffed, and five meafures of parched 
corn, andan hundred clufters of raifins, and two hun- 
dred cakes of figs, and laid hem on affes. 

19 And the faid unto her fervants, Go on before 
me; behold, I come after you. But fhe told not 
her hufband Nabal. 

20 And it was fo, as fhe rode on the afs, that fhe 
came down by the covert of the hill, and, behold, 


David and hismen came down againft her; and fhe], 


met them. : 

21 Now David had faid, Surely in vain have I 
kept all that this fe//ow hath in the wildernefs, fo that 
nothing was miffed of all that pertained unto him : 
and-he hath requited me evil for good. 

22 So and more alfo do God unto the enemies of 
David, if I leave of all that pertain to him by the 
morning light any that piffeth againft the wall. 

23 And when Abigail faw David, fhe hafted, and 
lighted off the afs, and fell before David on her face, 
and bowed herfelf to the ground. 

24 And fell at his feet, and faid, Upon me, my lord, 
upon me let this iniquity be: and let thine handmaid, 
I pray thee, fpeak in thine audience, and hear the 
words of thine handmaid. 

2§- Let not my lord, I pray thee, regard this man 
of Belial, even Nabal: for as his name 7s, fo zs he ; 
Nabal és his name, and folly és with him: but I thine 
handmaid faw not the young men of my lord, whom 
thou didft fend. : 

26 Now therefore, my lord, asthe Lorp liveth, and 
as thy foul liveth, {éeing the Lorn hath withholden 
thee from coming to /ied blood, and from avenging 





12 So David's young men turned their way, &c.) They difdained 
after fo rude and brutifh an anfwer, any further converfation. 

26 Be ac Nabal.| i.e. May thy enemies have no more power to 
hurt thee than Nabal hath. 

43 They wore-alfo both of them his wives.] Which was according to 
the corrupt cuftom of shofe days, whercin they had perverted the 
Jaw of nations, 


thyfelf with thine own hand, now let thine enemies, Befure 


and they that feck evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 

27 And now this blefling which thine handmaid 
hath brought unto my lord, let iteven be given unto 
the young men that follow my lord. 

28 I pray thee, forgive the trefpafs of thine hand. 
maid: for the Lorn will certainly make my lord a fure 
houfe; becaufe my lord fighteth the battlesoftheLorn, 
and evil hath not been found in thee afl thy days. 

2g Yeta man is rifen to purfue thee, and to feek 
thy foul: but the foul of my lord fhall be bound in 
the bundle of life with the Lonp thy God; and the 
fouls of thine enemies, them fhall he fling out, as out 
of the middle of a fling. 

go And it fhall come to pafs, when the Lorp fhall 
have done to my lord according to all the good that 
he hath fpoken concerning thee, and fhall have ap- 
pointed thee ruler over Ifrael ; 

31 That this fhall be no grief unto thee, nor of- 
fence of heart unto my lord, either thar thou halt 
fhed blood caufelefs, or that my lord hath avenged 
himfelf: but when the Lonp fhall have dealt well 
with my lord, then remember thine handmaid. 

32 § And David faid to Abigail, Bleffed Je the Lorna 
God of Ifrael, which fent thee this day to meet me : 

33 And bleffed Je thy advice, and bleffed de thou, 
which haft kept me this day from coming to fred 
blood, and fromavenging my felf with mine own hand. 

34 For in very deed, as the Lorp God of Ifrael 


Lliveth, which hath kept me back from hurting thee, 


except thou hadft halted and come to meet me, furely 
there had not been left unto Nabal by the morning 
light any that piffeth againft the wall. 

35 So David received of her hand that which fhe 
had brought him, and faid unto her, Go up in peace 
to thine houfe ; fee, I have hearkened to thy voice, 
and have accepted thy perfon. 

36% And Abigail came to Nabal; and, behold, 
he held a feaft in his houfe, like the fealt of a king ; 
and Nabal’s heart was merry within him, for he was 
very drunken: wherefore fhe told him nothing, lefs 
or more, until the morning light. 

37 But it came to pafs in the morning, when the 
wine was gone out of Nabal, and his wife had told 
him thefe things, that his heart died within him, and 
he became as a ftone. 

38 And it came to pafs about ten days after, that 
the Lorn {mote Nabal, that he died. 

39 § And when David heard that Nabal was dead, 
he faid, Bleffed de the Lorn, that hath pleaded the 
caufe of my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and 
hath kept his fervanc from evil: For the Loxp hath 
returned the wickednefs of Nabal upon his own head. 
And David fentand communed with Abigail, to take 
her to him to wife. 

40 And when the fervants of David were come to 
Abigail to Carmel, they fpake unto her, faying, David 
fent us unto thee, to take thee to him to wife. 

4 And fhe arofe, and bowed herfelf on her face to 
the earth, and faid, Behold, éct thine handmaid 4c a 
fervant to wath the feet of the fervants of my lord. 

42 And Abigail hafted, and arofe, and rode upon 
an afs, with five damfels of her’s that went after her; 
and fhe went after the meffengers of David, and be- 
came his wife. 

43 David alfo took Ahinoam of Jezreel; and they 
were alfo both of them his wives. 

44 § But Saul had given Michal his daughter, 
David’s wife, to Phalti the fon of Laifh, which was 


of Gallim. 
CHAP. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXV. 


We are hereby inftru€ted never to fuffer ourfelves to be carried 
away by paffion; that wife and moderate counfels are the moft 
wholefome ; and that oaths made in anger, and to perform evil 


things, onght not to be kepr. 
EXPLANATORY 


CHRIisp 


logy, 





David fpareth Saul's fe the fecond time. CHAP. XXVIL XXVIII. David fleeth to Achifh at Gath. 
LE Ee 


Before 
CHRIST 
1060, 


| , 16 This thing zs not good that thou haft done. As 


> = 
CH A P. the Lorp liveth, ye ave worthy to die, becaufe yc 


AAVI. 


Bef°re 





CHRIST 


1 Saul informed Ly the Ziphitcs of David's abode, cometh 
againft him to Hachilah. § David coming into the trench 
pfndeth Saul and his fervants afleep ; he flaycth Abifhai 


from killing Saul, but taketh his fpear and crufe. 13 
David reproveth Abner’s negligence, protefteth Ats owen 


innocency, and exhorteth Saul to defift from purfuing 


him. 21 Saul acknowledgethhis fin, and returneth home. 
ND the Ziphites came unto Saul to Gibeah, 
faying, Doth not David hide himfelf in the 

hill of Hachilah, which is before Jefhimon? 


2 Then Saul arofe, and went down to the wilder-- 


nefs of Ziph, having three thoufand chofen menof If- 
rael with him, to feek David in the wildernefs of Ziph. 

3 And Saul pitched in the hill of Hachilah, which 
zs before Jefhimon, by the way. 
in the wilderncfs, and he faw that Saul came after 
him into the wildernefs. 

4 David therefore fent out fpies, and underftood 
that Saul was come in very deed. 

§ | And David arofe, and came to the 
where Saul had pitched: and David beheld the place 
where Saul lay, and Abner the fon of Ner, the cap- 


tain of his hoft: and Saul lay in the trench, andthe 


people pitched round about him. 
6 Then anfwered David and faid to Ahimelech the 
Hittite, and to Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah, brother to 


Joab, faying, Who will go down with me to Saul to 


the camp? And Abifhai faid, I will go down with thee. 

7 So David and Abifhai came to the people by 
night: and, behold, Saul Jay fleeping within the 
trench, and his fpear ftuck in the ground at his bol- 
fier: but Abner and the people lay round about him. 

8 Then faid Abifhai to David, God hath deliver- 
ed thine enemy into thine hand this day : now there- 
fore let me fmite him, I pray thee, with the fpear, 
even to the earth at once, and I will not /mite him 
the fecand time. 

g And David faid to Abifhai, Deftroy him not: 
for who can ftretch forth his hand againft the Lorp’s 
anointed, and be guiltlefs ? 

10 David faid furthermore, As the Lorn liveth, 
the Lorn fhall fmite him; or his day fhall come to 
die; or he fhall defcend into battle, and perith. 


41 The Lorp forbid that I fhould ftretch forth }. 


mine hand againft the Lorv’s anointed: but, I pray 
thee, take thou now the {pear that zs at his bolfter : 
and the crufe of water, and Jet us go. 


12 So David took the fpear and the crufe of water 


from Saul’s bolfter; and they gat them away, and 


no man faw zt, nor knew z, neither awaked: for they 


were all afleep: becaufe a deep fleep from the Lorp 
was fallen upon them. 

13 @ Then David went over to the other fide, 
and ftood onthe top of an hill afar off; a great {pace 
being between them: 

14 And David cricd to the people, and to Abner 
the fonof Ner, faying, Anfwercft thou not, Abner ? 
Then Abner anfwered and faid, Who aré thou that 
crieft to the king ? 

15 And David faid to Abner, Avé not thou a valiant 
man? and who zs like to thee in Ifrael? wherefore 
then haft thou not kept thy lord the king? for there 
came one of the peoplein to deftroy the king thy lord. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 


1 The Ziphites came unto Saul, &c.] Inalli likelihoed they were 
afraid thatif he came to be king, he would remember and revenge the 
attempt they had before made to deliver him into the hand of Saul. 

2 Sant asof: and rnuent dewn, &c.] How inconceivable the incon- 
ftancy, falfenefs, and implacable rage of this prince ! 

5 Lu the treck, &c.] The Septuagint renderit, ‘*In his chariot.” 

19 Ler hint accept an fring, & | i.e. God isnot implacable, 
but ready to be reconciled if I have offended him. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVI. 


We are here inftruéted to avoid revenge, to reverence kings, and 
No. 25. 










But David abode 


place | 











have not kept your mafter, the Lorp’s anointed. 
And now fee where the king’s {pear zs, and the crufe 
of water that was at his bolifter. 

17 And Saul knew David’s voice, and faid, Js this 
thy voice, my fon David? And David faid, /t is my 
voice, my lord, O king. 

18 And he faid, Wherefore doth my lord thus 
purfue after his fervant? for what have I done? or 
what evil zs in mine hand ? 

19 Now therefore, I pray thee, let my lord the 
king hear the words of his fervant. If the Lorp 
hath ftirred thee up againft me, let him accept an 
offering: but if they be the children of men, curfed 
be they before the Lorn; for they have driven me 
out this day from abiding in the inheritance of the 
Lorn, faying, Go ferve other.gods. 

20 Now therefore, let not my blood fall to the 
earth before the face of the Lorp: for the king of 
Ifrael is come out to feek a flea, as when one doth 
bunt a partridge in the mountains. 

21 Then faid Saul, I have finned: return, my fon 
David: for I will no more do thee harm, becaufé my 
foul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I 
have played the fool, and have erred exceedingly. 

22 And David anfwered and faid, Behold the 
king’s fpear! and let one of the young men come 
over and fetch it. 

23 The Lorp render to every man his righteouf- 
nefs and his faithfulnefs: for the Lorn delivered thee 
into my hand to day, but I would not ftretch forth 
mine hand againft the Lorp’s anointed. 

24 And, behold, as thy life was much fet by this day 
in minceyes, fo let my life be much fet by in theeyesof 
the Lorn, and lethimdeliverme outof al) tribulation. 

25 Then Saul faid to David, Bleffed dc thou, my 
fon David: thou fhaJt both do great things, and alfo 
fhalt {till prevail. So David went on his way, and 
Saul returned to his place. 


Cc WA P. AAVITI. 


A Saul hearing that David was fled to Gath feekcth no 


more for him. § David beggcth Ziklag of Achifn. 
8 He invadcth fome other countries, but perfuadcth 
Achifr that he warred againfi Fudah. 


ND David faid in his heart, I fhall now perifh 

one day by the hand of Saul: éheve és nothing 

better for me than that I fhould fpeedily efcapé into 

the land of the Philiftines; and Saul fhall defpair of 

me, to feek me any more in any coaft of Ifrael: fo 
fhall I efcape out of his hand. 

z And David arofe, and he paffled over with the 
fix hundred men that cere with him unto Achifh, the 
fon of Maoch, king of Gath. 

3 And David dwelt with Achith at Gath, he and 
his men, every man with his houfhold, even David 
with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitefs, and 
Abigail, the Carmelitefs, Nabal’s wife. 

4 And it was told Saul that David was fled to Gath: 
and he fought so more again for him. 

5 | And David faid unto Achifh, If I have now 
found grace in thine eyes, let them give mea place in 
fome town in the country, that I may dwell there: for 


why fhould thy fervant dwell in the royal city with thee? 
6 Then 


behave ourfelves with mecknefs, moderation and gentlencfs, toa 
wards thofe who treat us with the greateft injuftice. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. EXVIL. 

1 1 foall now perifh one day by the handof Saul, &e.) No doubt 
thefe words were fpoken in a melancholy fit, when David was under 
fome great depreffion of fpirit, and for a moment loft his proper 
confidence in the Almighty. 

5 Let them give ne a place in fume trun in the country, &c.] That 
he might avoid the envy of others, fecure his people from idolatry, 
enjoy the free exercife of his religion, and gain opportunity of en- 
terprifing fomething ogainft the enemies of Ged, without the Phi- 
liftines’ knowledge. ; 

4D 6 Zikleg 


Before 


c 


6 Then Achith gave him Ziklag that day: where- 


HRISTfore Ziklag pertaineth unto the kings of Judah unto 


1058 


gh. 


1556. 


this day. ‘ 

7 And thetime that David dwele in the country of 
the Philiftines was a full ycar and four months. 

8 § And David and his men went up, and invaded 
the Gefburites, and the Gezrites, and the Amalekites: 
for thofe vations were of old the inhabitants of the land, 


as thou goeft to Shur, even unto the land of Egypt. 


g And David {mote the land, and left neither man 
nor woman alive, and took away the fheep, and the 
oxen, and theafles, and the camels, and the apparel, 
and returned, and came to Achifh. 

10 And Achifh faid, Whither have ye made a road 
to day? And David faid, Againft the fouth of Judah, 
and againft the fourth of the Jerahmcclites, and againit 
the fouth of the Kenites. 

11 And David faved neither man nor woman alive, 
to bring sidings to Gath, faying, Left they fhould 
tell on us, faying, fo did David, and fo will de his 
manner all the while he dwelleth in the country of 
the Philiftines, 

12 And Achifh believed David, faying, He hath 
made his people Ifrael utterly to abhor him; there- 
fore he fhall be my fervant for ever. 


C HW A PL XXVIII, 


1 Achifh putteth confidence in David, 3 Saul, whobad 
before deflroyed the workers with familiar Jpirits, 4 
afraid of the boft of the Philitines, and forsaken of God, 
7 bath recourse to a witch at Endor, whom he per- 
JSuadeth to raifeup Samuel. 15 Saul being informed by 
Samucl of bis approaching ruin, feintcth, 21 The 
woman prevarls upon bim to lake Jome refrcfoment. 

ND it came to pals in thofe days, thar the Phi- 
liftines gathered their armics together for war 
fare, to fight with Ifracl. And Achifh faid unto Da- 

vid, Know thouafluredly, that thou fhale go out with 

inc ro battle, thou and thy men. 

2» And David faid to Achith, Surely thou fhalt 
know what thy fervant can do. And Achifh faid to 
David, Lherefore will I make thee keeper of mine 
head jor ever. 

3 6 Now Samucl was dead, and all Ifrael had la- 
mented him, and buried him in Ramah, even in his 
own city. And Saul had put away thofe that had fa~ 
miliar {pirits, and the wizards, out of the land. 

4 4-And the Philiftines gathered themfelves toge- 
ther, and came and pitched in Shunem: and Saul ga- 
thered all Ifrael together, and they pitched in Gilboa. 

5 And when Saul faw the hoft of the Philiftines, 
he was afraid, and his heart greatly trembled. 

6 And when Saul enquired of the Lorn, the Lorp 
an{wered him not, neither by dreams, nor by Urim, 
nor by prophets, 

74 Then faid Saul unto his fervants, Seck mea wo- 
man that hath a familiar fpiric, that I may go toher, 
and enquire of her. And his fervants faid to him, Be- 


6 Ziklag, &c.] Which was in the extreme parts of the tribe of 
Judah fouthwards, not far from Hormah, where the Ifraelites re- 
ceived-a defeat while they fojourned in the wildernefs. 

8 Thr Amalckhites, &t.] In order to reconcile this with ver. 8. 
of ch. xv. the meaning of the latter paflage muft be, that Saul de- 
ftroyed as many of them as fell into his hands; for feveral of them 
might make their efcape from Saul into the deferts towards Arabia, 
and upon his retreat, return and poflefs their old habitations. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXVII. 
Here is exhibited God’s care of David, and that he was pleafed to 
make ufe of him in diminifhing the power of the enemies of “his 
people; but his conduct, refpecting the diflimulation he prattifed, 
cannot be juttified, neither fhould it be imitated. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. 


12 Thon foalt know what thy fervant can do, &.) David anfwers 
him ambiguoufly. 

a Shunem.] Which was a city in the borders of the tribe of 
Iffachar, about five miles to the fouth of mount Hermon, 
_ Gilsaai, | -Which was a mountain near the valley of Jezrcel, 
not far from Shunem. 


I. SAMUEL. 







Endor. 

8 And Saul difguifed himfelf, and put on other rai. 
mént, and he wenr, and two men with him, and they 
came to the woman by night: and he faid, I pray 
thee, divine unto me by the familiar fpirir, and 
bring me dim up, whom 1 fhall name unto thee, 

g And the woman faid unto him, Behold, thou 
knoweft what Saul hath done, how he hath cut off 
thofe that have familiar fpirits, and the wizards, our 
of the land: wherefore then layeft thou a fnare for 
my life, to caufe me to die? 

10 And Saul fware to her by the Lorn, faying, 4s 
the Loxp liveth there fhall no punifhment happen to 
thee for this thing. 

aI Then faid the woman, Whom fhall I bring up 
unto thee? And he faid, Bring me up Samuel. 

12 And when the woman faw Samuel, fhe cried 
with a loud voice: and the woman {pake to Saul, fay. 
ing, Why haft thou deceived me? for thou art Saul, 

13 And the king faid unto her, Be not afraid: for 
what faweft thou? And the woman faid unto Saul, 
I faw gods afcending out of the earth. 

14 And he faid unto her, What form is he of? And 
fhe faid, An old man cometh up; and he ¢s covered 
with a mantle. And Saul perceived that it wes Sa 
muel, and he ftooped with /s face to the ground, and 
bowcd himfelf. 

15 ¢ And Samuel faid to Saul, Why haft thou 
difquicted me, to bring me up? And Saui anfwered, 
am fore diftreffed ; for the Philiftines make war againft 
me, and God is departed from me, and anfwereth 
me no more, neither by prophets, nor by dreams : 
therefore I have called thee, that thou mayeft make 
known unto me what J fhall do. 

16 Then faid Samuel, Wherefore then doft thou afk 
of me, fecing the Lorn is departed from thec, and is 
become thine enemy ? 

17 And the Lorp hath done to him, as he fpake by 
me: for the Lorp hath rent the kingdom out of thine 
hand, and given it to thy neighbour, ever to David : 

18 Becaufe thou obeyed{t not the voice of the Lory, 
nor executedft his fierce wrath upon Amaick, therefore 
hath the Lorn dene this thing unto thee this day : 

1g Moreover the Lorp will alfo deliver Ifrael with 
thee into the hand of the Philiftines: and to-morrow 
fealt thou and thy fons ée with me: the Lorp alfo fhall 
deliver the hoft of Ifracl intothc hand of the Philiftines. 

go Then Saul fell ftraightway all along on the 
earth, and was fore afraid, becaufe of the words of 
Samuel: and there was no ftrength in him; for he 
had caten no bread all the day, nor al! the nighr. 

21 GY And the woman came unto Saul, and faw 
that he was fore troubled, and faid unro him, Behold, 
thine handmaid hath obeyed thy voice, and I have 
put my life into thy hand, and have hearkened unto 
thy words thou fpakeft unto me. 

22 Now therefore, I pray thee, hearken thou alfo 

unto 


ny ne 

3 Seck me a woman that hath a familiar Jpirit, dc.) This was 
ftrange infatuation in Saul, who had banifhed all wizards and for- 
cerers out of his kingdom, asa dangerous fet of pcople, who made 
profefiion of a wicked and unwarrantable art. 

S They came to the woman by night, &c.} We find it a commen 
opinion among the Grecks, and perhaps it was among the Hebrews, 
that none of the terreftrial dzemons appeared in the day-time. 

13 J faw gods, &c.] ‘This fhould have been rendered in the 
fingular number, God, or a great perfon, fur fo the word God 
often fignifies in the facred language. 

14. Saul perceived that 1t was Sanne), &c.] The great furprife the 
woman difcovered on Samuel’s {udden appearing, thew's that it was 
not the effect of her magic, but of fome fuperior hand. She faw an 
object fo terrible, fo majeftic, in fhort, fo contrary to any thing fhe 
had ever raifed, that fhe could not forbear being terrified. 

1s Why haf? thou difguicted me, to bring me up? &c.] Several very 
naturally fuppofe, that the feripture here expreffes itfelfin a manner 
fuitable to the prejudices of the vulgar, among whom it was a com- 
mon notion, that thefe incantations gave trouble to the fouls that 
were at reft, 

17 Lohim, &c.} 

19 Toemarrrw, &:c.) 


i.e. To David. 
Or, very fhortly. 
23 Coapeled 


Achifh, putteth confidence in David. Saul canfeth Samuel to be raifed uy, 


hold, ¢bere ‘sa woman that hath a familiar fpiric ar vetors 
CHRIsp 


1056, 


The Philifiines fufpect Davul. 


a" 


CHAP. 


getore unto the voice of thine handmaid, and let me fet a 
CHRIST morfel of bread before thee; and eat, that thou may eft 


1055 


have flrength, when thou gocft on thy way. 

23 But he refufed, and faid, I will not cat. But 
his fervants, together with the woman, compelled 
him; and he hearkened unto their voice. So he 
arofe from the earth, and fat upon the bed. 

24 And the woman had a fat calf in the houfe; 
and fhe halled, and killed it, and took flour, and 
kneaded z¢, and did bake unleavened bread thereof: 

25 And the brought 7 before Saul, and before his 
fervants; and they did eat. Then they rofe up, and 
went away that night. 

Cc lsaA Pe. XXINX. 

1 David marcheth with the Philiftines: their princes 
are offended therewith. 6 Achih difmiffeth him with 
commendations of his fidelity, 

OW the Philiftines gathered together all their 
armics to Aphck: and the Ifraelites pitched 
by a fountain which zs in Jezreel. 

2 And the lords of the Philiftines paffed on by 
hundreds, and by thoufands: but David and his men 
paffed on in the rereward with Achifh. 


3 Then faid the princes of the Philiftines, What | 


do thefe Hebrews here 2 And Achifh faid unto the 
princes of the Philiftines, Zs not this David, the fer- 
vant of Saul the king of Irael, which hath been with 
me thele days, or thefe years, and I have found no 
fault in him fince he fell wnfo me unto this day ? 

4 And the princes of the Philiflines were wroth 
with him; and the princes of the Philiftines faid 
unto him, Make this fellow return, that he may g» 
again to his place which thou haft appointed him, and 
lect him not go down with us to battle, left in the bat- 
tle he be an adverfary tous: for wherewith fhould he 
reconcile himfclf unto his mafter? /hould ct not be 
with the heads of thefe men ? 

5 Js not this David, of whom they fang one to 
another in dances, faying, Saul flew his thoufands, 
and David his ten thoufands ? 

6 g Then Achifh called David, and faid unto him, 
Surcly, as the Lorn liveth, thou haft been upright, 
and thy going outand thy coming in with me in the 
hoft ¢s good in my fight: for I have not found evil 
in thee fince the day of thy coming unto me unto 
this day : neverthelefs the lords favour thee not. 

Whercfore now return, and go in peace, that 
thou difpleafe not the lords of the Philiftines. 

8 And David faid unto Achifh, But what have I 
donc? and what haft thou found in thy fervant fo 
long.as I have been with thee unto this day, that I may 
not go fight againft the enemies of my lord the king? 

g And Achifh anfwered and faid to David, I know 
that thou art good in my fight, as an angel of God: 
notwithftanding the princes of the Philiftines have 
faid, He fhall not go up with us to the battle. 

10 Wherefore now rife up early in the morning, 
with thy matfter’s fervants that are come with thec: 
and as foon as ye be up carly in the morning, and 
have light, depart. 

a1 So David and his men rofe up early to depart 
in the morning, to return into the land of the Phi- 
liftines. And the Philiftines went up to Jezrecl. 


23 Compelled him, &c.) They preffed and importuned him fo 
much that he yielded to them. 


G ENERAL REELECTIONS on CHAP. XXVIII. 
In the chara@er of Saul we fee how fad the condition of thofe is, 
who are forfaken of God ; and how fearful we fhould be of falling 
into the like, through impiety or hardnefs of heart. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIX. 

3 Thefe days, or thefe years, &c.] i.e. I may fay years, not days. 

4B bercauith foauld he recoucile himfelf uta his mafler ? fhanid it not 
be auith the heads f thefe men ? &e] Meaning the Philittines. 

8 That l may nit gi fight againft the enemies of wy Lrd the lang.) TE 
what they calla fineffe in policy were in any cafe allowable, it was in 





XXIX. XXX. 


The Amaletites fpoil Ziklac. 





CH A I NNN. Before 
: spoapeay See . CHRIST 
1 The Amatchites fpoil Zislag. 3 David on his return ~ 1956. 


as greatly diftreffed, but afking counfel of God is crcou- 
raged to purfuethem. 9 He feticth forward, and finding 
an Egyptian, receiveth intelligence of the enemy. 16 
Being conduéled to tiem, he fimiiteth them, and recover- 
eth the fpoil. 22 David's luw of dividing the fpoil. 
26 Ie fendeth prefints to his friends. 


ND it came to pafs, when David and his men 

were come to Ziklag on the third day, that the 

Amalekites had invaded the fouth, and Ziklag, and 
fmitten Ziklag, and burned it with fire ; 

2 And had taken the women captives, that cere 
therein: they flew not any, cither great or fmall, but 
carried them away, and went on thcir way. 

3 £ So David and his men came to the city, and, 
behold, ## was burned with fire; and their wives, and 
their fons, and their daughters, were taken captives, 

4 Then David and the pcople that were with him 
lifted up their voice and wept, until they had no 
more power to weep. : 

§ And David’s two wives were taken captives, 
Ahinoam the Jezrcelitefs, and Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite. 

6 And David was greatly diftreffed ; for the pea- 
ple fpake of ftoning him, becaufe the foul of all the 
people was grieved, every man for his fons and for 
his daughters: but David encouraged himfelf in the 
Lorn his God. 

7 And David faid to Abiathar the prieft, Ahime- 
Iech’s fon, I pray thee, bring me hither the ephod. 
And Abiathar brought thither the ephod to David. 

8 And David enquired at the Lorn, faying, Shall 
I purfue after this troop? fhall I overtake them ? 
z\nud he anfwered him, Purfue: for thou fhalt furely 
overtake shen, and without fail recover all. 

g So David went, he and the fix hundred men 
that weve with him, and came to the brook Befor, 
where thofe that were left behind flayed. 

ro But David purfued, he and four hundred men: 
for two hundred abode behind, which were fo faint 
that they could not go over the brook Befor. 

11 And they found an Egyptian in the ficld, and 
brought him to David, and gave him bread, and he 
did cat; and they made him drink water ; 

12 And they gave hima piece ofa cake of figs, and 
two clufters of raifins: and when he had eaten, his 
fpirit came againto him: for he had eaten read, 
nor drunk any water, three days and three ae. 

13 And David faid unto him, To whom belonge? 
thou ? and whence art thou? And he faid, I ama 
young manof Egypt, fervant to an Amalckite; and my 
mafter left me, becaufe three days agone J fell fick. 

14 We made an invafion won the fouth of the 
Cherethites, and upon the coaff which belongeth ta 
Judah, and upon the fouth of Caleb; and we burned 
Ziklag with fire. . . 

15 And David faid to him, Canft thou bring me 
down tothis company? And he faid, Swear unto 
me by God, that thou wilt neither kill me, nor de- 
liver me into the hands of my mafter, and I will 
bring thee down to this company. 

16 {And when he had brought him down, behold 

ther 


this of David’s, when he had unhappily brought himfelf into the & 


Circumftances. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIX. 


4 We are here led to confider, that Providence difpofes of events for 


the good of thofe whom Ged loves; and the Lord delivers them, 
and gives them a favourable efeape Jrem their moft troublefore 
circumftances. 

NOTES ox CHAP. XXX. 
For David was deemed 


EXPLANATORY 

6 For the people fpake of Poving hin, &e.] 
the canfe of this calamiry. 

1g The fouth of the Cheret? ites, &c.J] Who are the f-me as the 


Philiftines: the Arabians call their country Keritha. 
21 bie 


David's law of dividing the fpoil. 


Before they were {pread abroad upon all the earth, eating 
CHRIST 
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ge 


and drinking, and dancing, becaufe of all the great 
fpoil that they had taken out of the land of the Phi- 
liftines, and out of the land of Judah. 

17 And David {mote them from the twilight even 
unto the evening of the next day: and there efcaped 
not a manof them, fave four hundred young men, 
which rode upon camels, and fled. 

18 And David recovered al] that the Amalckites 
had carried away: and David refcued his two wives. 

ig And there was nothing lacking to them, nei~- 
ther {mall nor great, neither fons nor daughters, nci- 
ther fpoil, nor any ching that they had taken to them: 
David recovered all. 

zo And David took all the flocks and the herds, 
which they drave before thofe other cattle, and faid, 
This zs David’s fpoil. 

21 And David came to the two hundred men, 
which were fo faint that they could not follow Da- 
vid, whom they had made alfo to abide at the brook 
Befor: and they went forth to mect David, and to 
meet the people that were with him: and when David 
came near to the people, he faluted them. 

22 @ Then anfwered all the wicked men and men 
of Belial, of thofe that went with David, and faid, 
Becaufe they went not with us, we will not give them 
aught of the fpoil that we have recovered, fave to 
every man his wife and his children, that they may 
lead shem away, and depart. 

23 Then faid David, Ye fhall not do fo, my breth- 
ren, with that which the Lorp hath given us, who 
hath preferved us, and delivered the company that 
came againit us into our hand. 

24 For who will hearken unto you in this matter? 
butas his part zs that goeth down to the battle, fo fhall 
his partde that tarrieth by the ftuff: they fhall partalike. 

25 Andit was fo from that day forward, that he 
made it a ftatute and an ordinance for Ifrael unto 
this day. 

26 & And when David came to Ziklag, he fent of 
the fpoil unto the elders of Judah, even to his friends, 
faying, Behold a prefent for you of the fpoil of the 
enemies of the Lorp ; 

27 To them which were in Beth-el, and tothem which 
we7einfouth Ramoth, and to them which werein Jattir, 

28 And to them which weve in Aroer, and to ¢hem 
which were in Siphmoth, and to chem which were in 
Efhtemoa, 

29 to éhemw which were in Rachel, and to chem 
wich in the cities of the Jerahmeelites, andto 
them which were in the cities of the Kenites, 

g0 And to them which were_in Hormah, and to 
them which were in Chor-afhas, and to them which 
were in Athach. ‘ L 


LE 

21 Le faluted them.] i. e. He enquired after their welfare, for he 
had Icft them very weak. 

24 For who will hearken unto you.| , David was confident that no 
impartial perfon would be of their opjnion. 

They foall part alike.] In fome places a fingle portion was given to 
a footman, 2 double toa centurion, and a treble toa horfeman: in 
other places they varied from this. Pe 

26 He fent of the fpoil unto the elders of Judah, ever to his friends, 
&c.] He fent not only to thofe of his own tribe, but to the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Beth-el, which belonged to the tribe of Ephraim, 
in acknowledgment of their fhelter and fuppost, and in profpeét of 
their future favour and intereft. 

31 Where David bimfelf and his men were cont to haunt.| Either to 
nie fecretly among them, or to get provifions or intelligence from 
them. * 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS oxCHAP. XXX. 
‘Thus we fee the evil which befel David turned to hisadvantage, and 


I. SAMUEL. 

















Saul.and his fons flain. 


31 And to them which were in Hebron, and to all Before 


the places where David himfelf and his men were 
wontto haunt. 


CHAP. XXKXI. 


1 The battle at Gilboa; wherein Saul’s army being de- 
feated, and his fons flain, he and his armourbearer kill 
themfelves. 7 The Philiftines take poffeffion of the towns 
deferted by the Ifraelites. 8 They infult over the dead 
badies of Saul and his fons. 11 The men of Fabefh~ 
gtlead recover the bodies by night, burn them, and bury 
their bones at Fabs/h. 


OW the Philiftines fought againft Ifrael: and 
the men of Ifrael fled from before the Philif- 
tines, and fell down flain in mount Gilboa. 

2 And the Philiftines followed hard upon Saul and 
upon his fons; and the Philiftines lew Jonathan, and 
Abinadab, and Melchi-fhua, Saul's fons. 

3 And the battle went fore againft Saul, and the 
archers hit him; and he was fore wounded of the 
archers. 

4 Then faid Saul unto his armourbearer, Draw thy 
fword, and thruft me through therewith; left thefe un- 
circumcifed come and thruft me through, and abufe 
me. But his armourbearer would not ; for he was fore 
afraid. Therefore Saul took a fword and fell upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer faw that Saul was 
dead,he fell likewife upon hisfword,and died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three fons,and his armour- 
bearer, and all his men that fame day together. 

7 I And when the men of Ifrael that weve on the 
other fide of the valley, and ¢hey that were on the other 
fide Jordan, faw that the men of Ifrael fled, and that 
Saul and his fons were dead, they forfook their cities, 
and fled; and the Philiftines came and dwelt in them. 

8 And it came to pafs on the morrow, when the 
Philiftines came to ftrip the flain, that they found 
Saul and his three fons fallen in mount Gilboa. 

g And they cut off his head, and ftripped off his 
armour, and fent it into the land of the Philiftines 
round about, to publith ct zz the houle of their idols, 
and among the people. 

10 And they put his armour in the houfe of Ath- 
taroth: and they faflened his body to the wall of 
Bethfhan. 

11 G And when the inhabitants of Jabefh-gilead 
heard of that which the Philiftines haddone to Saul; 

y2 All the valiant men arofe, and went all night, 
and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his 
fons from the wall of Beth-fhan, and came to Jabeth, 
and burnt them there. 

13 And they took their bones, and buried them 
under a tree at Jabefh, and fafted feven days. 

The 
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to his greater glory; likewife thofe who in their troubles afk 
counfel of the Lord, never fail of meeting with good faccefs. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXXL 


2 The Philiftines few Fouathany &c.}* Here plainly appears a di- 
reCtion of Providence in fuffering him to be flain, that David might 
more cafily come to the throne. ° 

3 The archers bit him, &c.] When David cameto the throne, he 
taught the Ifraelites the ufe of the bow, as we read 2 Sam, i, 18. that 
they might not be inferior to the Philiitines, nor fall into the like 
difafter that Saul had experienced. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXXI. 


Here we are taught, that thofe who abufe God’s favours are made 
examples of his indignation; that the innocent are fometimes in~ 
volved with the guilry intempora} punifhments; and that God 
fends his judgments upon the peeple as well as upon princes ; in 
which we have caufe to adore the juftice, and goodnefs of God. 

EXPLANATORY 


ee a aT a ae 
SUMMARY or tHe DOCTRINES CONTAINED in rue FIRST BOOK or SAMUEL. 


This book points out to parents the dangerous confequence of not punifhing their children with proper 
feverity, when their faults deferve.it; left God fhould, in his providence, lead them to a much worfe and 


more dreadful end, as in the cafe of Hophni and Phinehas. 
alty, are eminently confpicuous in David’s condu&. 


The virtues of paticnce, clemency, and loy= 
He was refigned to the will of Providence, and, 


therefore, patient under perfecution from Saul; and, in the midft of all the unjuft treatment he met with 
from that prince, has left us a moft uncommon example of generolity, fair dealing, and loyalty. 
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The Second Book of SAMUEL, 


OTHERWISE CALLED 


The Second Book of the KINGS. 





THE ARGUMENT. 


This Second book of Samuel or Kings contains the accomplifhment of God’s promife in raifing David to the throne 


of Ifrael ; if comprehends an hiftory of about forty years 3 relating, among other things; his adminiftration of the 


government when he was fettled in the kingdom. 


a 


I. 


the news of the Tfrael- 
with Saul’s death. 

13 Lhe Ama- 
17 Davia's la- 


Cc H A P. 


1 An Amalekite bringeth to David 
ites’ defeat, and chargeth himfelf 
11 David and his men mourn thereat. 
lehite is flain by David's command. 
mentation over Saul and Fonathan. 


OW it came ta pafs after the death of Saul, 
when David was returned from the flaughter 
of the Amalekites, and David had abode two 

days in Ziklag ; 

2 It came evento pafs on the third day, that, be- 
hold, a man came out of the camp from Saul with his 
clothes rent, and earth upon his head: and /o it was, 
when he came to David, that he fell to the earth, 
and did obeifance. 

g And David faid unto him, From whence comeft 
thou? And he faid unto him, Out of the camp of 
Ifrael am I efcaped. 

4 AndDavid faid unto him, How went the matter? 
I pray thee, tell me. And he anfwered, That the peo- 
ple are fled from the battle, and many of the people 
alfo are fallen and dead; and Saul and Jonathan his 
fon are dead alfo? 

5 And David faid unto the young man that told 
him, How knoweft thou that Saul and Jonathan his 
fon be dead? : 

6 And the young man that told him faid, As I 
happened by chance upon mount Gilboa, behold, 
Saul leaned upon his {pear ; and, lo, the chariots 
and horfemen followed hard after him. 

7 And when he looked behind him, he faw me, 
and called unto me. And J anfwered, Here am 1. 

8 And he faid unto me, Who art thou? AndI 
anfwered him, I am an Amalckite. 

9 He faid unto me again, Stand, I pray thee, upon 
me, and flay me: for anguifh is come upon me, be- 
caufe my life zs yet whole in me. 

1@ SoI ftood upon him, and flew him, becaufe I 
was fure that he could not live after that he was 
fallen: and I took the crown that was upon his head, 
and the bracelet that was on his arm, and have 
brought them hither unto my lord. 


agg Sr LE a a 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. I. 


1 When David was returned from the flaughter of the Amalekites, 
&c.]  Juft at the time when David was in purfuit of the Amale- 
kites the engagement between Saul and the Philiftines happened. 
See 1 Sam. xxx. g- 

6 dvd the young man that told him faid, As I happened hy chante, 
&c.] This Amalckite’s whole ftory was a fiction of his own in- 
venting, on purpofe to ingratiate himfelf with David, the prefump- 
tive fucceffor to the throne. As to Saul’s crown and bracelet, it is 
prefumed they were carri‘d into the field of battle by fome of his 
ae in order to be put on, if he had obtained the victory. 

Q. 25. 


a a PR AED 1 


11 § Then David took hold on his clothes, and rent Before 
them; and likewife all the men that were with him: CHRIST 


12 And they mourned and wept, and fafted until 
even, tor Saul, and for Jonathan his fon, and for the 
people of the Loxp, and for the houfe of Ifrael ; 
becaufe they were fallen by the fword. 

13 I And David faid unto the young man that 
told him, Whence a7vt thou? And he anfwered, I am 
the fon of a ftranger, an Amalekite. 

14 And David faid unto him, How waft thou not 
afraid to ftretch forth thine hand to deftroy the 
Lorp’s anointed ? 

15s And David called one of the young men, and 
faid, Go near, and falluponhim. And he fmote him 
that he died. : 

16 And David faid unto him, Thy blood be upon 
thy head; for thy mouth hath teftified againft thee, 
faying, I have flain the Lorn’s anointed. 

17 2And David lamented with this lamentation 
over Saul and over Jonathan his fon: 

18 (Alfo he bade them teach the children of 
Judah the ufe of the bow: behold, z/ zs written in the 
book of Jafher.) 

tg The beauty of Ifrael is flain upon thy high 
places: how are the mighty fallen! ‘ 

20 Tellz# notin Gath, publifh it not in the firceis 
of Afkelon; left the daughters of the Philiftines re- 
joice, left the daughtersot theuncircumcifed triumph. 

21 Ye mountains of Gilboa, Ict there be no dew, 
neither Jet there de rain, upon you, nor fields of offer- 
ings: for there the fhield of the mighty is vilely caft 
away, the fhield of Saul, as though he had not been 
anointed with oil. 

ee From the blood of the flain, from the fat of 
the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not back, 
and the fword of Sau] returned not empty. — 

23 Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleafant in 
their lives, and in their death they were not divided : 
they were fwifter than eagles, they were ftronger 
than lions. 

24 Ye daughters of Ifrael, weep over Saul, who 
clothed you in fcarlet, with ofher delights, who put 
on ornaments of gold upon your apparel. 

25 How 


rr 

18 He bade them teach the children of Fudab the ufe of the bow, &c.} 
Various opinions are entertained relative to this paffage: the Septua~ 
gint read, David fung this mourning fong—alfo he bide them teach 
the children of Judah the bow. 

19 The beanty of Lfracl, &e.J 
gether with Saul and his fons. 

22 Frem the blud of the flain, &:c.| i.e. Without the blood of the 
flain, without the blood of the mighty, &c. 

23 Saul and Jonathan, &c.] It isnot furprifing that David fhould 
lament and praife his friend Jonathan, but that he fhould fpeak fc 
highly in commendation of his bittereft enemy, argues true greate 
nefs of foul indeed ! 

4E GENERAL 


i.e. The flower of the nation, to- 


Dawid anointed king over Fudah. II. SAMUEL. A fahel flain by Abney. 
* aT a ; + anal 








ae 25 Vow are the mighty fallen in the midft of the i| 14 And Abner faid to Joab, Let the young mei tes, 
yu36. Dattle! O Jonathan, éhou wo/tflain in thine high places. jnow arife, and play before us. And Joab faid, Ler Cugbr 
26 lamdilftrefled for thee, my brother Jonathan: ff them arife. io. 3. 
very pleafant halt thou been unto me: thy love to | 15 Fhen there arofe and went over by number 
me was wonderful, pafling the love of women. jtwelve of Benjamin, which pertained to Uh-bofheth 
27 Wow are the mighty fallen, and the weapons of ff the fon of Saul, and twelve of the fervants of David. 
war perifhed! 16 snd they caught every onc his fellow by the 
CHAP. It head, and thruf his fword in his fellow’s fide; fo they 
: ee : fell down together: wherefore th a , Hea 
; ae e g refore that place was calle 
1 By God's direthion David gocth up with his company ft Yelkath-hazzurim, which js in Gibcon. 
to Hebron, where he is made king over Judah. § He 17 And there was avery fore battle that day ; and 
commendeth the men of Fabefh-gilead for their kind- |} Abner was beaten, and the men of Ifracl, before the 
acfi to Saul. 8 Abner maketh Ifh-bofheth hing over V4 feryants of David. : 
Ifracd. 12 A deadly fiirnifh between twelve of Ab- 18 @ And there were three fons of Zcruiah there, 
aer’s men and twelve of Foab’s bringeth on a battle, || Joab, and: Abifhai, and Afahel: and Afahel was as 
wherein the men of Tract are worfted. 18 Afahel light of foot as a wild roc. ; 
refufing to defift from purfuing Aéner is flain ly him. WW "19 And Afahcl purfued after Abner; and in go- 
25 At Abrcr’s motion Joab foundeth a re/reat. 20]hing he turned not to the right hand nor to the left 
The lofs in ihe aélion. 32 Afahel’s burial. from following Abner. 7 
ND it caine to pafsafter this, that David en- 20 Vhen Abner looked behind him, and faid, .47+ 
quired of the Lorn, faying, Shall I go up intofjthou Afuhel? And he anfwered, I am. 
any of the citics of Judah? And the Lorp faid unto 21 And Abner faid to him, Turn thee afide to thy 
him, Goup. And David faid, Whither fhall 1 goff right hand cr to thy Jeli, and lay thee hold on one of 
up? Andhe faid, Unto Hebron. the young men, andtake thec hisarmour. But Afa- 
2 So David went up thither, and his two wives{{hel would not turn afide from following of him. 
alfo, Ahinoam the Jezreelitefs, and Abigail Nabal’s 22 And Abner faid again to \fahel, Turn thee 
wife, the Carmelite. afide from following me: wherefore fhould I fmite 
3 And his men that were with him did David]{ thee to the ground? how then fhould I hold up my 
bring up, every man with his houfhold: and they{! lace to Joab thy brother ? 
dwelt in the cities of Hebron. 23 Howbceit he refufed to turn afide: wherefore 
4955 4 And the men of Judah came, and there they [} Abner with the hinder end of the {pear fmote him 
anointed David king over the houfe of Judah. And]} under the fifth 72d, that the fpear came cut behind 
they told Dawid, faying, Zhet the men of Jabefh-{{ him; and he fell down there, and died in the fame 
gilead were they that buried Saul. place: and it came to pafs, ‘hai as many as came to 
5 4 And Idavid fent meffengers unto the men of fl the place where Afahel fell down and died ftood fill. 
Jabelh-gilead, and faid unto them, Bleffed be ye of 24 Joab alfo and Abifhai purfued after Abner: 
the Lorn, that ye have fhewed this kindnefs unto }f/and the fun went down when they were come to the 
your lord, eve unto Saul, and have buried him. hill of Ammah, that dzeéh before Giah by the way of 
6 And now the Lono fhew kindnefs and truth ff the wildernefs of Gibeon. 
unto vou: and I alfo will requite you this kindnefs, 25 WT Andthe childrenof Benjamin gathered them- 
becaule ye have done this thing. z felves together after Abner, and became one troop, 
7 ‘Cherefore now let your hands be ftrengthened, Jf and ftood on the top of an hill. 
and be ye valiant: for your matter Saul is dead, and 26 Then Abner called to Joab, and faid, Shall the 
alfo the houfe of Judah have anointed me king over ff fword devour for ever? knoweft thou not that ir 
them.’ will be bitternefs in the latter end? how long thaill 
8 @ But Abner the fon of Ner, captain of Saul’s{]it be then ere thou bid the people return from fol- 
hoft, took Ifh-bofheth the fon of Saul, and brought} lowiag their brethren ? 
him over to Mahanaim ; 27 And Joab faid, ls God liveth, unlefs thou hadft 
g And made him king over Gilead, and over the|{fpoken, furcly then in the morning the people had 
Afhurites, and over Jezrecl, and over Ephraim, and ]jgonc up every one from following his brother. 
over Benjamin, and over all Ifracl. 28 So Joab blew a trumpet, and ali the people 
10 Ifh-bofheth Saul’s fon <cwvas forty years old{{ftood ftill, and purfued after Ifrael no more, neither 
when he began to reign over Ifrael, and reigned two }} fought they any more. , 
years. But the houfe of Judah followed David. gg And Abner and his men walked all that night 
11 And the time that David was king in HWebron}j through the plain, and paffed over Jordan, and went 
over the houfe of Judah was feven years and fix}{through all Bithron, and they came to Mahanaim. 
months. 304 And Joab returned from following Abner: and 
12 G And Abner the fon of Ner, and the fervants I when he had gathered all the people together, there 
of Ifh-bofheth the fon of Saul, went out from Ma- |} lacked of David’s fervants nineteen men and Afahcl. 
hanaim to Gibeon. 31 But the fervants of David had fmitten of Ben~ 
13 And Joab the fon of Zeruiah, and the fervants}| jamin, and of Abner’s men, fo that three hundred 
1053. Of David, went out, and met together by the pool of }{ and threefcore men died. 


Gibeon: and they fat dawn, ihe one on the one fide of 
the pool, and the other on the other fide of the pool. 


a tr ET IRE ELIE, EGA A RAE RE SA a FTO ARERR ITE STN TS 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. I. 
From this chapter we may remark the juftice, piety, and generofity 

of David: his juftice, in putting to death the deceitful relater of 

Saul’s death ; his piety, in not rejoicing at the evil which befel 

his enemy ; and his generofity in lamenting for Jonathan. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IL 

t Sha'l I go up into any of the cities of Fudah ?) Notwithftanding 
David hada right to the kingdom by God’s defignation, yet he 
would norenter into poffeflion, nor take upon himfelf the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs, without God’s dir-¢tion and advice. 

4 Carer the houfe of Judah, &c.} The men anointed him king 
over their own tri Abner had proclaimed Ifh-bofheth fucceffor 
te the itrone, and, by Sis inrereit, and great authority, prevailed 
with all the other tribes to acknowledge him. 





32 I And they took up Afahel, and buried him in 


the fepulchre of his father, which waszn Beth-lehem. 
And 


EE 

8 Brought him over to Mabanaim.| Which was a place in the tribe 
of Gad, which had its name from the appearance of an hoft of an- 
gels to Jacob, as he came with his family and all his fubftance to 

adan-aram; fee Gew xxxii. 2. 

14. Let the young men now arifz, and play before us, &c.] This was 
not with any purpofe to kill one another, bur only to entertain the 
{pectators. 

16 They caught] Meaning the fervants of David caught, &c. 

Helkatk-hazzurim, &c.] i. e. The field of itrong men, 

23 Std fill.] i.e. Ceafed the purfuit; perhaps either fearing 
the fame fate, or to take care of the body of Afahel. 

27 Urls thin badp fpoken, furely then in the rorning, &c.\ Some 
have paraphrafed the verfe thus: If thou hadit not faid what thou 
didft in the morning [Let the young men arife, and play before us} 
furcly the people had gone every one from his brother. 

GENERGI. 


David's fix fons born to him in Hebron, 


Before, And Joab and his men went ali night, and they caine 
Cae to [lebron at break of day. 
C H A P.O. 
1 During the courfe cf the war David Pill ceaxcth 
fironger. 2 The fix fons which were born to him in 

Hebron. 6 Abner, offended by Ifp-bufheth, threatencth 

torevoll to David: 12 to whoin he fendeth to offer his 

fervice. 13 David refufcth to treat, till he héth firft 
recewved back his wife Michal ; who on his damand is 
reftored lohim. 17 Abner having communed with the 

Ifraclites gocth to David, ly whom he is feafled, and 

Jent away in peace. 22 Foab returning from battle is 
difpleafed with the king, and following Abner murder- 

eth hum treacheroufiy. 28 David curfeth Foab, 31 

and mournth for Adner. 

OW there was long war between the houfe of 

Saul and thehoufe of David: but Davidwaxed 

ftronger and ftronger, and the houfe of Saul waxed 
weaker and weaker. 

2 @ And unto David were fons born in lfebron: 
and his firltborn was Ammon, of Ahinoam the Jez- 
reclitefs ; : 

3 And his fecond, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of 
Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Abfalom the fon 
of Maacah, the daughter of Talnai king of Gefhur ; 

4 And the fourth, Adonijah the fon of Haggith ; 
and the fifth, Shephatiah the fon of Abital ; 

5 And the fixth, Ithream, by Eglah David’s wife. 
Thefe were bornto David in Hebron. 

6 & And it came to pafs, while there was war be- 
tween the houfe of Saul and the houfe cf David, that 
Abner made himfclf ftrong for the houfe of Saul. 

7 And Saulhada concubine, whofe name was Riz- 
pah, the daughter of Aiah: and J/t-dofheth {aid to 
Abner, Wherefore haft thou gone in unto my fa- 
the:’s concubine ? 

8 Then was Abucrvery wroth for the words of Ifh- 
bofheth,and faid, dm Ia dog’s bead,which againft Ju- 
dah do fhew kindnefs this day unto the houfe of Saul 
thy father,to his brethren, and to his iriends,and have 
not delivered thee into the hand of David, that ti:ou 
chargeft me today with afault concerning thiswoman? 

9 Sodo Godto Abner, and more alfo, except as the 
Loxrp hath fworn to David, even fo I do to him ; 

‘10 To tranflate the kingdum from the houfe of 
Saul, and to fet up the throne of David over Ifrae]l 
and over Judah, from Dan even to Beer-fheba. 

1y And he could not anfwer Abner a word again, 
becaufe he feared him. 

12 G And Abner fent meffengers to David on his 
behalf, faying, Whofe is the land ? faying al/fo, Make 
thy league with me, and, behold, my hand /hall be 
with thee, to bring about all Ifrac]l unto thee. 

13 J And he faid, Well; Iwill make aleague with 
thee: but one thing I require of thee, that is, Thou 
fhalt not fee my face, except thou firft bring Michal 
Saul’s daughter, when thou comeft to fee my face. 

14 And David fentmeflengers to Ifh-bofheth Saul's 
fon,faying, Delivermemy wifeMichal,which I efpoufed 
to me for an hundred forefkins of the Philiftines. 

15 And Ifh-bofheth fent, and took her from her 
hufband, even from Phaltiel the fon of Laitfh. 

16 And her hufband went with her along weeping 
behind her to Bahurim. Then faid Abner unto him, 
Go, return. And he returned. 


048, 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. II. 

We have here an excellent leffon, to avoid, as much as we are able, 
the fhedding of blood. and doing ¢v:lto another; and that our 
chief endeavour fhould be to reconcile contending parties, and re- 
eftablith peace between them. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IIE. 


9 Whereflire aft thou gee br uns my forbes euncubiue P ! Not only 


among the Jews, but among other nations, it war a general rule, thet f 


no private perfon fhould prefume to marry the king's widow; for 
this made him appear asa rival and comperiter forthe crown. 
8 Ait La dig’s nad, &c.) ices Ama keeper o1 dogs ? 


CHITA P. III. 











one is affigned in the foregoing note. 


prophetical prediction, rather than asa private imprecat ion. 


Abner revolieth to David. 


170 And Abner had communication with the Before 


elders of Ifracl, faving, Ye fought for David in timesCUR 
paft o be king over you: oe 

18 Now then doi: for the Lorp hath fpoken of 
David, faying, by the hand of my fervant wavid I 
will fave my people Ifrael out of the hand of the Phi- 
liftines, and out of the hand of all their enemies. 

19 And Abneralfo {pake in the cars of Benjamin: 
and Abner wentalfoto fpeak in the ears of Davidin 
Hebron all that feemed good to Ifracl, and that 
feemed good to the whole houfe of Benjamin. 

20 So Abner came to David in Hebron, and 
twenty men withhim. And David made Abner and 
the men that were with him a feaft. 

21 And Abner faid unto David, I will arife and go, 
and will gather all Ifracl unto my lordthe king, that 
they may make a Icague with thee, and that thou 
maycft reign over allthat thine heart defireth. And 
David fent Abner away; and he went in peace. 

22 4 And, behold, the fervants of David and Joab 
came from purfuing a troop, and brought ina great 
fpoil with them: but Abner seas not with David in 
Hebron ; for he had fent him away, and he was gone 
in peace. | 

23 When Joab and all the hoft that was with him 
were come, they told Joab, faying, Abner the fon of 
Ner came to the king, and he hath fent him away, 
and he is gone in peace. : 

24 Then Joab came to the king, and faid, What 
haft thou done? behold, Abner came unto thee ; why 
zs it chat rhouhaftfent him away,andhe is quite gone? 

25 Thou knoweft Abner the fon of Ner, that he 
came to deceive thee, and to know thy going out and 
thy coming in, and to know all that thou doeft. 

26 And when Joab was come out from David, he 
fent meffengers after Abner, which brought him again 
from the well of Sirah: but David knew 7 not. 

27 And when Abner wasreturnedto Hebron, Joab 
took him afide in the gate to fpeak with him quictly, 
and finote bim there under the filth rz), that he died, 
for the blood of Afahel his brother. 

28 ¥ And afterward when David heard it, he faid, 
ITand my kingdom are guililefs before the Lorp for 
ever from the blood of Abner the fon of Ner: 

2g Let it reft on the head of Joab, and on all his 
father’s houfe; and let there not fail from the houfe 
of Joab one that hath an iffue, or that ts a leper, or 
that leaneth on a ftaff, or that falleth on the {word, 
or that lacketh bread. : 

30 So Joab and Abifhai his brother flew Abner, 
becaufe he had flain their brother Afahel at Gibeon 
in the battle. 

31 G And David faid to Joab, and to all the peo. 
ple that weve with him, Rend your clothes, and gird 
you with fackcloth, and mourn before Abner. And 
king David dimfelf followed the bier. 

32 And they buried Abner in Hebron: and the 
king lifted up his voice, and wept at the grave of 
Abner; and all the people wept. 

33 And the king lamented over Abner, and faid, 
Died Abner as a fool dieth ? 

34 Thy hands were not bound, nor thy feet put into 
fetters: as aman falleth before wicked men, /o felleft 
thou. And all the people wept again over him. 

35 And when all the people came to caufe David 


to eat meat while it was yet day, David fware, faying, 
So 


32 Make thy league with me, and, tchold, my hard frali b- quith thees 
&c,] Whatan inftance is here of what a ftrange alteration revenge 


will make in a man. 
27 Aud {mote him there under the fifth rib} With good reafon Joab 
fufpeéted that in cafe Abner once got into David’s favour, (as the 


fervice he was able to do him geve hima title to it) it would not be 
long before he would gain a fuperior afvendant; and therefore he 


tock this wicked method to prevent him. 
for the blid of Afakel, &c.] A pretended reafon this ; but the real 


29 tnd on all bis facker's tunf:, &¢.] We may look on this as a 


39 Thee 


1ST 
8. 


Se, 


gS Oe ee murdered. 


Before So do God to me, and more alfo, if I tafte Ne he A ed GEN His Fa ee Oe To RG Rese or 
Be ¥ aught, till the fun be down. 

36 And all the people took notice of zt,and itpleafed 
them: as whatfoeverthe king did pleafedall the people. 

37 For all the people and all Ifrael underftood 
that day that it was not of the king to flay Abner 
the fon of Ner. 

38 And the king faid unto his fervants, Know ye 
not that there is a prince and a grcat man fallen this 
day in Ifrael ? 

39 And I am this day weak, though anointed 
king ; and thefe men the fons of Zeruiah be too hard 
for me: the Lorp fhall reward the doer of evil ac- 
cording to his wickednefs. 


C H A P. IV. 

1 The Ifraclites are troubled at Abner’s death. 2 Baanah 

and Rechab murder Ifh-bofheth, and bring his head to 

David to Hebron. g David caufeth them to bc pui to 

death, and Ifh-bofheth’s head to be bur zed. 

ND when Saul’s fon heard that Abner was dead 
in Hebron, his hands were feeble, and all the 
Ifraelites were troubled. 

2% And Saul’s fon had two men /hat were cap- 
tains of bands: the name of the one was Baanah, and 
the name of the other Rechab, the fons of Rimmon 
a Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin: (for 
Beeroth alfo was reckoned to Benjamin: 

g And the Beerothites fled to Gittaim, and were 
fojourners there until this day.) 

4 And Jonathan, Saul’s fon, had a fon that was 
lame of Ais feet. He was five years old when the tid- 
ings came of Saul and Jonathan out of Jezreci, and 
his nurfe took him up, and fled: and it came to pafs 
as fhe made hatte to flec, that he fell, and became 
lame. And his name was Mephibotheth. 

5 And the fons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab 
and Baanah, went, and came aboutthe heat of the day 
to the houfe of Ifh-bofheth, who lay on a bed at noon. 

6 And they came thither ‘into the midft of the 
houfe, as hough they would have fetched wheat; and 
they fmote him under the fifth 77d: and Rechab and 
Baanah his brother efcaped. 

7 Yor when they came into the houfe, he lay on 
his bed in his bed-chamber, and they {mote him, and 
flew him, and beheaded him, and took his head, and 
gat them away through the plain all night. 

8 And they brought the head of Ifh-bofheth unto 
David to Hebren, and faid to the king, Behold the 
head of Ifh-bofheth the fon of Sau! thine enemy, 
which fought thy life; and the Lorp hath avenged 
my lord the king this day of Saul, and of his feed. 

g I And David anfwered Rechab and Baanah his 
brother, the fons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and faid 


i 
39 Thefe men the fous of Zeruiah be too hard fer me, &c.] Joab was 
David's fitter’s fon, or nephew, who had ftuck fo clofe to him in all 
his adverfity; an excellent foldier, and of great power and authority 
in the army. It was therefore a point of prudence in David to delay 
the punifhment of fo powerful and perilous a man, until a more con- 
venient feafon, and only for the prefent to exprefs his deteftation of 
the deed by commending the deceafed, condemning the murder, and 
commanding the murderer, by way of penance, to attend the funeral 
in fackcloth, and other enfigns of mourning, agreeable to the then 
cuftom, i 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. Ill. 
We find that God often makes ufe of the corrupt paffions of men for 
the execution of his defigns; that the fpirit of jealoufy and re- 
fentment lead men to commit very great crimes, which if they 
happen to efcape the vengeance of men, yet God will nor fuffer 
them to pafs with impunity. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, IV. 

2 Of the children of Benjamin, &c.] Thus we find thefe two regi- 
cides were not only officers in the king’s army, but of the fame tribe 
with Saul; and therefore had more ties than one upon them to be 
faith‘ul to his family. 

7 Thy fmote him, and flew him, &c.] Rechab and Baanah, thef: two 
ruffians, were not difcouraged by David's punifhing the Amalekite 
for killing Saul, and by the deteftation he had publicly fhewn of 
Joab’s bafenefs in murdering Abner : but they might perhaps think 
that the former cafe was not parallel to them; and as for the latter, 
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Il. SAMUEL. 








Shall be chief and captain. 


David anointed king ever all Trael, 


unto them, As the Lorn liveth, who hath redeemed Before 
my foul out of alladverfity, CHRIST 

10 Whenone told me, faying, Behold, Saulisdead, e 
thinking to have brought good tidings, I took hold 
of him, and flew him in Ziklag, who shought that I 
would have given him a reward for his tidings: 

11 How much more, when wicked men have flain 
a righteous perfon in his own houfe upon his bed ? 
fhall I not therefore now require his blood at your 
hand, and take you away from the earth ? 

12 And David commanded his young men, and 
they flew them, and cut off their hands and their 
feet, and hanged ¢hem up over the pool in Hebron, 

Bur ‘they took the head of Ifh-bofheth, and buried i 
in the fepulchre of Abner in Hebron. 


C H A P. Vz. 

I The tribes come to Hebron, and anoint David king over 
Lfracl. 4 His age and reign. 6 He taketh Zion from 
the Febufites, and, fixing his refidence there, calleth it 
the city of David. 11 Hiram fendcth him timber and 
workmen to build himan houfe. 13 Eleven fons are 
born to him in Ferufalem. 17 Dawud dire ted by God 

JSmiteth the Philiflines at Baal-perazim, 22 and again 
at the mulberry trees. 


HEN cameall the tribes of Ifrael to David un- 
to Hebron, and fpake, faying, Behold, we are 
thy bone and thy fleth. 

2 Alfo in time paft, when Saul was king over us, 
thou waft he thatleddeft out and broughteft in Ifrael : 
and the Lorn faid tothee, Thou fhaltfeed my people 
Tfrael, and thou fhalt be a captain over Ifrael. 

3 So all the elders of [fracl came to the king to 
Hebron; and king David made a league with them 
in Hebron before the Lorn: and they anointed | 
David king over Ifrael. 

4 | David was thirty years old when he began to 
eign, and he reigned forty vears. 

§ In Hebron he reigned over Judah feven years 
and fix months: and in Jerufalem he reigned thirty 
and three years over all Ifrael and Judah. 

6 @ And the king and his men went to Jerufalem 
unto the Jebufites, the inhabitants of the land: which 
fpake unto David, faying, Except thou take away 
the blind and the ‘lame, thou fhalt not come in hi. 
ther: thinking, David cannot come in hither. 

7 Neverthelefs David took the ftrong hold of 
Zion: the fame zs the city of David. 

8 And David faid on that day, Whofoever getteth 
up to the gutter, and fmiteth the Jebufites, and the 
lame and the blind, shat are hated of David's foul, he 
Wherefore they faid, The 
blind and the lame fhall not come into the houfe. 

g So David dwelt in the fort, and called it the city 

of 


———— 
that David’s conduét in relation to Abner’s death, proceeded from 
art and policy, rather than any ferious diflike of the thing itfelf. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 

We have here a noble example of piety and generofity in David, 
which teaches us, that we ought not only to do no hurt to our 
enemies, but to forbear rejoicing at the hurt which happens to 
them, nor to contribute any thing thereto: neither to countenance 
injuftice and other crimes, how great advantages foever we may 
reap from thence. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. V. 

1 Came all the tribes of Ifrael, &c.] i.e. Ambaffadoss were fent 
from every tribe. 

2 Thou fhalt feed my people Ifrael, &c.| Hereby, David was remind- 
ed that he was created a king, nat fo much for the advancement of 
his own honour and intereft, as for the good and benefit of the com- 
munity. 

6 Except thou take awny the blind and the lame, &c.| So impregna- 
ble did they imagine their fortrefs to be, that by way of contempt, 
they told David, that their very blind and lame would be able to 
defend it againft him and all his forces. 

8 The gutter} ‘* The gutter” here implies the fubterraneous paf- 
fine or hollow way, through which men could pafs and repafs for 
water. 

The lame and the blind, that are hated of Dawid's foul, &e.] _Tiavid 
hated them becaufe they had wickedly and infolently defied the 


armies of the living God. 
a2 They 


: 
David bringeth up the ark to Zion. 


Co ALP. Na 


The Philiflines twice defeated. 
a mt 
2 And Davidarofe, and went with all the people peice 


Before of David. cand David built round about from Millo 
CHR ST nd inward. 

we “to And David went on and grew great, and the 
Lorp God of hofts was with him. 

a1 & And Hiram king of Tyre {ent meffengers to 
David, and cedar trees, and carpenters, and mafons: 
and they built David an houfe. 

12 And David perceived that the Lorn had cfta- 
blithed him king over Ifrael, and that he had exalted 
his kingdom for his people Ifrael’s fake. 

7g @And David took Aim more concubines and 
wives out of ferufalem, after he was come from 
Hebron: and there were yet fons and daughters born 
to David. 

14 And thefe Je the names of thofe that were born 
unto him in Jerufalem ; Shammuah, and Shobab, 
and Nathan, and Solomon. 

1s Ibnar alfo, and Elifhua, and Nepheg, and 
Japhia, 

16 And Elifhama, and Eliada, and Eliphalet. 

17 @ Buc when the Philiftines heard that they had 
anointed david king over Ifrael, all the Philiftines 
came up to feek David; and David heard of zt, and 
went down to the hold. 

18 The Philiftines alfo came and fpread them- 
felves in the valley of Rephaim. 

1g And David enquired of the Lorn, faying, 
Shall I go up to the Philiftines ? wilt thou deliver 
them into mine hand? And the Lokp faid unto 
David, Go up: for I will doubtlefs deliver the Phi- 
liftincs into thine hand. 

20 And David came to Baal-perazim, and David 
finore them there, and faid, The Loxp hath broken 
forth upon mine enemies before me, asthe breach 
of waters. Therefore he called the name of that 
place Baal-perazim. 

21 And there they left their images, and David 
and his men burned them. 

22 @ And the Philiflines came up yet again, and 
fpread themfclves in the valley of Rephaim. 

23 And when David enquired of the Lorn, he 
faid, Thou fhalt notgoup; dbué fetch a compafs be- 
hind them, and come upon them over againft the 
mulberry trees. 

24 And let it be, when thou heareft the found of 
a going in the tops of the mulberry trees, that then 
thou fhalt beftir thyfelf: for then fhall the Lorn go 
out before thee, to {mite the hoft of the Philiftines. 

25 And David did fo, as the Lorn had com- 
manded him; and fmote the Philiftines from Geba 
until thou come to Gazer. 

Cc H A PP. Viz 
1 David fetcheth the ark from Kirjath—jearim on a new 
cart. § Uzzah offering to lay hold on it is {mitten 
dead; on which account the ark.being carried into 

Obed-cdom’s houfe, bringéth a blefing with it. 12 

David bringcth ut into Zion, facrificing and dancing 

before it, for which Michal defpifeth him. 17 He 

placeth tina tabernacle with facrifices and feafting. 

20 Michal reproving David for his religious joy, 7s 

childicfs to her death. 

1052, GAIN, David gathered together all che chofen 
men of Ifrael, thirty thoufand, 


1043+ 
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21 They left their images, &C.] For they had brought their images 
inte the field with them, to be carried before their hoft, asa token 
of the prefence of their gods with them. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V.- 
We may perceive from this happy conclufion of David's troubles, 
that God's promifes will furcly be accomplithed, and that after 
having made his children pais through divers trials, he at length 
delivers, and grants them reft everlatting. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VI. 
2 Baale of Fudak, &c.] The fame place which was before called 


Kirjath-jearim, 
5 moh David and all the hanfe of lfrad played Eefore the Lord, &0.J 
0. 25. 



















that were with him, from Baale of Judah, to bring ~ye52. 
up from thence the ark of God, whole name is called 

by the name of the Loxp of hofts that dwelleth de. 
tween the cherubims. 

g And they fet the ark of God upon a new cart, 
and brought it out of the houfe of Abinadab that cvas 
in Gibeah: and Uzzah and Ahio, the fons of Abina- 
dab, drave the new cart. 

4 And they brought it out of the houfe of Abina- 
dab which ceas at Gibcah, accompanying the ark of 
God: and Ahio went before the ark. 

5 And David and all the houfe of Ifrael played 
before the Lorp on all manner of inflruments made of 
fir wood, even on harps, and on plalteries, and on 
timbrels, and on cornets, and on cymbals. 

6 @ And when they came to Nachon’s threfhing- 
floor, Uzzah put forth his hand to the ark of God, 
and took hold of it; for the oxen thook #. 

7 And the anger of the Lorp was kindled again{t 
Uzzah; and God {mote him there for fis error; and 
there he died by the ark of God. 

And David was difpleafed, becaufe the Lorp 
had made a breach upon Uzzah; and he called the 
name of the place Perez-uzzah to this day. 

g And David was afraid of the Loup that day, and 
faid, How jhall the ark of the Lory come to me? 

10 So David would not remove the ark of the 


Lorpunto him into the city of David: but David car- 
ried it afide into the houfe of Obed-~edom the Gittite. 


ir And the ark of the Lorp continued in the 
houfe of Obed-edom the Gittite three months: and 
the Lorpb bleffed Obed-cdom, and all his houfhold. 

12 @ And it was told king * david, faving, ‘Phe Lorp 
hath bleffed the houfeof Obcd-edom, aid all that per- 


faincth unto him, becaufe of the ark of God. So David 


went and brought up the ark of God from the houfe 
of Obed-edom into the city of David with gladnefs. 

13 And it was fo, that when they that bare the 
ark of the Lonp had gone fix paces, he facrificed 
oxen and fatlings. 

14. And David danced before the Lorp with al] Azs 
might; and David was girded with a linen ephod. 

15 So David and all the houfe of Ifrael brought 
up the ark of the Lorp with fhouting, and with the 
found of the trumpet. 

16 And asthe ark of the LorD came into the city 
of David, Michal, Saul’s daughter, looked through 
a window, and faw king David leaping and dancing , 
before the Lorn; and fhe defpifed him in her heart. 

17 9 And they brought in the ark of the Lorn, 
and fet it in his place, in the midft of the tabernacie 
that David had pitched for it: and David offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the Lorp. 

18 Andas foon as David had made an end of offer- 
ing burnt offerings and peace offerings, he blelficd 
the people in the name of the Lorp of hofts. 

1g And he dealt among all the people, ever among 
the whole multitude of lfrael, as well to the women 
as the men, to every one a cake of bread, and a good 
piece of flc/h, and a flagon of wine. So all the peo- 
ple departed every one to his houfe. 

20 & Then David returned to biefs his houfhold. 


And Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet 
David, 


Perhaps this was fo ordered by David, to poffefs the young people 
with a veneration for God, after his own example. 

7 Aud God fmote kim there fir his error, & ] In the conduct of 
Uzzah there feems to be a threefold tranfgreffion of the divine will. 
The ark was placed (as fome fay) by Uzzah's direction, in a cart; 
which was irregular, for it fhould have beca carried on the fhoulders 
of the Kohathites. Uzzah adventured to attend it, without any" 
proper defignation; and farther, when he thought it in danger of 
falling, he officioufly put forth iis hand, and laid hold on it, which 
was another violation of the divine command. 

12 With gladnf:.| The people again accompanied him, playing 
on all manner of mufical inttruments, as they did before. 

14. dud David danced brfare the Lord, &¢.]  David’s mixing with 
the public feltivities of his people, was a becoming condefeenfion, 
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Goa'’s promise to David and his houfe Wl. SAMUEL. 





Before 
CHRIST 
2042, 


David, and faid, How glorious was the king ot Ifrael 
to day, who uncovered himfelf to day in the eyes of 
the handmaids or his fervants, as one of the vain fel- 
lows fhamelefly uncovereth himfelf! 

21 And David faid unto Michal, J¢ was before 
the Lorp, which chofe me before thy father, and be- 
fore all his houfe, to appoint me ruler over the peo- 
ple of the Lorn, over Ifrael: theretore will I play 
before the Loxrp, 

22 AndI will yet be more vile than thus, and will 
be bafe in mine own fight: and of the maid-fervants 
which thou haft fpoken of, of them fhall I be had in 
honour. 

23 Therefore Michal the daughter of Saul had no 
child unto the day of her death. 


CHAP. VII. 

i Nathan, firft approving David’s purpofe to build God 
an haus afocard by the word of the LORD for- 
biddeth it, but with affurance of favour, 12 anda pro- 
mife of efpecial blefiings in his feed. 18 David's 
prayer and thank/giving. 


A ND it came to pafs, when the king fat in his 
houfe, and the Lorn had given him reft round 
about from all his enemies ; 

2 That the king faid unto Nathan the prophet, 
See now, I dwell in an houfe of cedar, but the ark of 
God dwelleth within curtains. 

3 And Nathan faid to the king, Go, do all that zs 
in thine heart; forthe Lorp is with thee. 

4 ¥ And it came to pafs that night, that the word 
of the Lorp came unto Nathan, faying, 

5 Go and tell my fervant David, Thus faith the 
Lor p,Shaltthou build me anhoufe formeto dwell in? 

6 Whereas I have not dwelt in any houfe fince 
the time that I brought up the children of Ifrael out 
of Egypt, evento this day, but have walked ina 
tent and ina tabernacle. 

7 Inall the places wherein J have walked with all the 
children of Ifrael fpake I a word with any of the tribes 
of Ifrael, whom I commanded to feed my people I frael, 
faying, Why build ye not me an houfe of cedar ? 

8 Now therefore fo fhalt thou fay unto my fervant 
David, Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, I took thee 
from the fheepcote, from following the fheep, to be 
ruler over my people, over Ifrael : 

g And I was with thee whitherfoever thou wenteft, 
and have cut off all thine enemies out of thy fight, 
and have made thee a great name, like unto the 
name of the great men that are in the carth. 

10 Moreover, I will appoint a place for my people 
Ifrael, and will plant them, that they may dwell ina 
place of their own, and move no more; neither fhall 
the children of wickednefs aifli@ any more, as before 
time, 

11 Andas fince the time that I commanded judges 
to be over my people Ifrael, and have caufed thee to 
reft from all thine enemies. Alfo the Lorn telleth 
thee that he will make thee an houfe. 

12 G And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou fhalt 
fleep with thy fathers, I will fet up thy feed after thee, 
which fhall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will efta- 
blifh his kingdom. 


te eens 

20 Who uncowered himfelf today, &c.| Either this was an opprobri- 
ous term, proceeding from the overflowing fpleen of a proud paffion- 
ate woman; or may mean no more than his having ftripped himfelf 
of his royal robes, and put on a linen ephod. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 

We have in this chapter the picture of worldly people in the per- 

fon of Michal, who are afhamed of holinefs ; and the proceeding 

of David fhould teach every body, efpecially great men, to glory 

in giving public marks of their zeal for the fervice of God. A 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIL 

2 Sard unto Nathan, &c.] Here is the firft place that this prophet 
is mentioned. He was a man of great temper, prudence, and fine 
addrefs ; and was always equally efteemed and beloved by David, 






















vant’s houfe fora great while to come. 
the manner of man, O Lorp God? 
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13 He fhall build an houfe tor my name, andI pz, 
CHRisp 


will ftablifh the throne of his kindgom for ever, 


ig 


fe 


fore 


14 I will be his father, and he {hall be my fon, If *° 


he commit iniquity, I will chaften him with the rod 
of men, and with the ftripes of the children of men : 
15 But my mercy fhaltl not depart away from him, 
as I took it from Saul, whom I put away before thee. 
16 And thine houfe and thy kingdom fhall be efla- 
blifhed for ever before thee: thy throne fhall be 
eftablithed for ever. 
17 According to all thefe words, and according 
to all this vifion, fo did Nathan fpeak unto David. 
18 I Then went king David in, and fat before the 
Loxp, and he faid, Who am I, O Lorp God? and 
what zs my houfe, that thou haft brought me hitherto? 
19M And this was yet a {mall thing in thy fight, 
O Lorp God ; but thou haft fpoken alfo of thy fer~ 
And 72s this 


20 And what can David fay more unto thee ? for 


thou, Lorn God, knoweft thy fervant. 


21 For thy word’s fake, ana according to thine 


own heart, haft thou done all thefe great things, to 
make thy fervant know them. 


22 Wherefore thou art great, O Lorp God: for 


there ‘s none like thee, neither zs ¢here any God befide 
thee, according toallthat wehave heard with ourears. 


23 And what one nation in the earth ds like thy peo- 


ple, even like Ifracl, whom God went to redeem fora 


people to himfelf, and to make him a name, and:o 


do for you great things and terrible, for thy land, 


before thy people, which thou redeemedit to thee 
‘trom Egypt, /rom the nations and their gods ? 

24 For thou haft confirmed to thyfelf thy people 
Ifracl so b¢ a people unto thce for ever: aid thou, 
Lorn, art become their God. 

25 And now, O Loxp God, the word that thou 
haft poken concerning thy fervant, and concerning 
his houfe, eftablith z for ever, and do as thou halt faid. 

26 And let thy name be mapnified for ever, faying, 
The Lorn of hofts zs the God over Hrael: and le: the 
houfe of thy fervant David be eftablifhcd before thee. 

27 For thou, O Lorn of holts, God of Ifrael, haft 
revealed to thy fervant, faying, I will build thee an 
houfe: therefore hath thy fervant found in his heart 
to pray this prayer unto thee. 

28 And now, O Lorn God, theu art that God, 
and thy words be true, and thou haft promifed this 
goodnefs unto thy fervant: 

29 Therefore now let it pleafe thee to bles the 
houfe of thy fervant, that it may continue for ever 
before thee: for thou, O Lory Gow, haft fpoken it: 
and with thy bleffing let the houte of thy {crvant be 
bleffed for ever, 


CHAP. VIII 


1 David fubdueth the LPhiliftines, and makcth the Aloah- 
wes tributary. 3 He fmiteih Hadedezer and the Syrians. 
9 Tot hing of Hamath findeth his Jon with prefonts 
to blefs David ; who drdicateth che prefents, and the 
Spoil which he had taken, ta God. 15 Lie putteth gar- 
rifons in Edom. 14 Lis good reign; @ lift of its 


principal officers. 


AND 





10 1 will appoint a place for my people Ural, &c.] Ort have ce 
tuted (or eftablithed) a place for my people; i.e. the iand of Canazi 

13 f will Rablifb the throne of bic hit gaun fF ra] Uf the words 
¢ for ever’ be taken in their full extent, this can belong to none 
but the Meffiah. 

18 did fat before the Lord, Sc.] King David took his feat in the 
tabernacle before the ark, and then he made the following prayer 
ftanding up, as the manner was when thev worfhipped : for we can- 
not fuppofe that he fat during the time of prayer. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, VIL 
Here we may obferve, that the premi‘es made by Nathan to David, 

that God would give him a fon, &c. have bern firil accompliinrd 

in Solomon, and fince intirely comp'sted in Jefas Chrifi, whofe 

Kingdom is everiuting, See Aeé. i, 
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David fubducth the Philiftines, Se. 
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VIII. IX. Eis kindnefs to Mephihotheth. 
Before 
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CHRIST 
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ND after this it came to pafs, that David fmote 

the Philiflines, and fubdued them: and David 

tock Metheg-ammah outotthe hand ofthe Philiftines. 

2 :ind he fmote Moab, and meafured them witha 

line, cafting them down to the ground; even with two 

lines meafured he to put to death, and with one full 

“Jine to keep alive. And fo the Moabites became Da- 
vid’s fervants, and brought gifts. 

3 1 David fmote alfo Hadadezer, the fon of Re- 
hob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his bor- 
der at the river Euphrates. 

4 And David took from him a thoufand chariots, 
and feven hundred horfemen, and twenty thoufand 
footmen: and David houghed all the chariot horfes, 
but referved of them for an hundred chariots. 

5 And when the Syrians of Damafcus came to 
fuccqour Hadadezer king of Zobah, David flew of the 
Syrians two and twenty thoufand men. 

6 Then David put garrifonsin Syria of Damaf- 
cus: and the Syrians became fervants to David, and 
brought gifts. And the Lory preferved David whi- 
therfoever he went. ; 

7 And David took the fhields of gold that were 
on the fervants of Hadadezer, and brought them to 
Jerufalem. 

8 And from Betah, and from Berothai, cities of 
Hadadezer, king David took exceeding much brafs. 

9 4 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David 
hac finirten all the hoft of Hadadezer, 

10 Then Toi fent Joraf his fon unto king David, 
to falure him,and to blefs him, becaufe he had tought 
agatn{t Hadadezer, and {mitten him: for Hadadezer 
had wars with Toi. And Yoramwb ought with him vef- 
fels of filver, and veffels of gold, and veffels of brafs : 

11 Which alfo king David did dedicate unto the 
Loxn, with the filver and gold that he had dedicat- 
ed of all nations which he fubdued ; 

12 OF Syria, and of Moab, and of the children of 
Ameion, and of the Philiftines,and of Amalck, and of 
the ipoil of Hadadezer, fon of Rehob,king of Zobah. 

13 And David gat jim a name when he returned 
from finiting of the Syrians in the valley of falt, dezng 
eighteen thoufand men. 

14 U And he put garrifons in Edom; throughout 
all Edom put he garrifons, and all they of Edom be- 
came David’s fervants. And the Lorp preferved 
David whitherfoever he went. 

1§ And David reigned overall Ifrael ; and David 
executed judgment and juftice unto all his people. 

16 Ane Joab the fon of Zecruiah coas over the hoft; 
and jehofhaphat the fon of Ahilud was recorder ; 

17 And Zadok che fonof Ahitub, and Ahimelech 
the fo.. of Abiathar, were the priefts; and Seraiah was 
the fcribe ; 

18 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada wasover both 
the Cherethires and the Pelethites; and David’s fons 
were chiefrulers. 

CHAP. IX. 
1 David upon enquiry is infermed by Zila of Mephibofheth 
the fon of Jonathan; 5 whom he fendeth for, 7 and 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIIL 
t Metheg-ammoh, &c.] i. e. The famous city of Gath, and it’s 
territories. It is called Metheg-ammah, beeoufe it ftood upon 
Moune .\mmah, and was as a bridle to the whole country. 


2 be fnste Moah, and meafured shim anh a tine, &e.) Many are of 
opinion that David made three Icts or paits of thefe Moabites, woof 


which he ordered to be flain, and one part only to be kept alive ; but 
to clear David from the imputation of too much cruelty, we fhould 
rather s onceive it of the third. or half part at moft, of tne army 

4 Sean hundred korfemen, &c} It isin + Chron. xvili. 4. ** Seven 
thoufand horfemen,” which is maft probable, and with this reading 
agree the Septuagint. 

18 Lae Chercrbues and the Pelattites] Probably thefe foldiers were 
men of David's own tribe of Judsh, whom he had caufed to be 
trained up as archers and fhield-bearers, afterthe manne: of the Ch - 
rethites and Pelethites, who were originally Philiftines, inhabitants 
of Pheenicia. 

Chez raters.) ice. Principal ¢ficers in the court ef David, fuch as 
among usare the lord high chamberlain, fteward, treafurer, &c,. 
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hindly entertaineth at his table for Fonathan's fake : .po%en 
9 He reftoreth him all the family poffeffions of Saul, ~ 040. 
and maketh Ziba his farmer. 


ND David faid, Is there yet any that is left of 
the houfe of Saul, that I may fhew him kind- 
nefs for Jonathan’s fake ? 

2 And there was of the houfe of Saul a fervant 
whofe name was Ziba. And when they had called 
him unto David, the king faid unto him, Art thou 
Ziba? And he faid, Thy fervant is he. 

g And the king faid, Zs there not yet any of the 
houfe of Saul, that I may fhew the kindnefs of God 
unto him? And Ziba faid unto the king, Jonathan 
hath yet a fon, which is lame on his feet. 

4 And the king faid unto him, Whereis he? And 
Ziba faid unto the king, Behold, he zs in the houfe of 
Machir, the fon of Ammiel, in Lo-debar. 

5 Then king David fent, and fetched him out of 
the houfe of Machir, the fon of Ammiel, from Lo- . 
debar. 

6 Now when Mephibofheth, the fon of Jonathan, 
the fon of Saul, was come unto David, he fell on his 
face, and did reverence. And David faid, Mephibo- 
fheth. And he anfwered, Behold thy fervant! 

74 And i avid faid unto him, Fear not: for! will 
furely fhew thee kindnefs for Jonathan thy father’s 
fake, and will reftore thee allthe land of Saul thy fa- 
ther; andthou fhalt eat bread at my table continually, 

8 And he bowed himfelf, and faid, What zs thy 
fervant, that thou fhouldeft look upon fuch a dead 
dog as I am ? 

9 7 Then the king called to Ziba, Saul’s fervant, 
and faid unto him, I have given unto thy mafter’s 
fon all tnat pertained to Saul and to all his houfe. 

10 Thou therefore, and thy fons, and thy fervants, 
thall till the land for him, and thou fhalt bring in 
the fruits, that thy mafter’s fon may have fuod to eat : 
but Mepmibofheth thy mafter’s fon fhall eat bread al- 
way at my table. Now Ziba had fifteen fons and 
twenty fervants. 

11 Then faid Ziba unto the king, According to 
all that my lord the king hath commanded his fervanr, 
fo fhall thy fervant do. As for Mephibofheth, fad the 
Ang, he fhall cat at my table,as one of the king’s fons. 

12 And Mephibofheth had a young fon, whofe name 
was Micah. Andall that dwelt in the houle of Ziba 
were fervantsunto Mephiboftheth. 

13 So Mephibofheth dweltin Jerufalem: for he 
did eat continually at the king’s table; and was lame 
on both his feet. 


CHAP. X. 


1 David’s ambaffadors fent to comfort Hanun for his 
father’s death, are difgracefully treated. 6 The Am- 
“monites firengthened by the Syrians are overcome by 
Foab and Abifhai. 15 Ladarezer fendeth a new army 
of Syrians under Shobach, which ts defeated ty David, 
and their gencral flain ; whereupon the kings who were 
Julje to Syria become fervants to Ifracl. 

AND 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VII. 
The great fuccefs given to David, as recorded in his chapter, fhould 
excite the faithful to fear the Lord, to traft in him, and to give 
him continual thanks for all his goodaefs. 


EXPLANATORY NOT'ES on CHAP, IX. 

3 Ls there uot yet any of the boufe of Saul, thar I may fhew the kind- 
vefs of Gud unto him, &.1 Now David, like a good man, a worthy 
friend, and a noble prince, thinks how he may perform his promife 
to Jonathan. see 1 Sam. xx. 5. . 

8 lipo such a dead dogas Lam] A very high expreflion this of 
the fenfe he had of his unworthinefs of any favour; for a dog was 


accounted a vile and unclean creature, and a dead dog was of no 


ufe ar all. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS onCHAP. IX. 
We may Icarn from David’s conduét hercin, that promifes ought to 
be religioufly obferved ; that we thould never forget our friends, 
not even after their death, and that thofe in profperity fhould re- 


iev aMliéted and diftreffed, 
lieve the afflicted and d1 e EXPLANATORY 


David's ambaffadors il treated by Hanun. 11. & 


Before : " ss % 
CHRIST the children of Ammon dicd, and Hanun his 


937 fon reigned in his ftead. 

2 Then faid David, I will fhew kindnefs unto Ha- 
nun the fon of Nahath, as his father fhewed kindnefs 
unto me. And David fent to comfort him by the hand 
of his fervants for his father. And David’s fervants 
came into the land of the children of Ammon. 

3 And the princes of the children of Ammon faid 
unto Elanun their lord, Thinkeft thou that Daviddoth 


honour thy father, that he hath fent comforters unto. 
thee? hath nor David rather fent his fervants unto thee, 


to fearch the city, and to {py it out, and tooverthirow it? 
4 Wherefore Hanun took -David’s fervants, and 


Shaved off the one half of their beards, and cut off 


their garments in the middle, even to their buttocks, 
and fent them away. 

5 When they told zt unto David, he fent to meet 
them, becaufe the men were greatly afhamed: and 
the king faid, Tarry at Jericho until your beards be 
grown, and ¢hen return. 

6 @ And when the children of Ammon faw that they 
ftank before David, the children of Ammon fent and 
hired the Syrians of Beth-rehob, and the Syrians of 
Zoba, twenty thoufand footmen, and of king Maacah 
a thoufand men, and of Ifh-tob twelve thoufand men. 

7 And when David heard of it, he {ent Joab, and 
all the hoft of the mighty men. 

8 And the children of Ammon came out, and put 
the battle in array at the entering in of the gate: and 
the Syrians of Zoba, and of Rehob, and Ifh-tob, and 
Maacah, were by themfelves in the field. 

g When Joab faw that the front of the battle was 
againft him before and behind, he chofe ef all the 
choice men of Ifracl, and put ¢hem in array againft the 
Syrians: 

10 And the reft of the people he delivered into the 
hand of Abifai his brother, that he might put them 
in array againft the children of Ammon. 

rr Arid he tfaid, Ifthe Syrians be too ftrong for me, 
then thou fhalt help me: butifthe children of Ammon 
be too {trong for thec, then I will come and help thee. 

12 Be of good courage, and let us play the men for 
our people, and for the cities of our God: and the 
Lorp do that which feemeth him good. 

1g And Joab drew nigh, and the people that were 
with him, unto the battle againft the Syriaus: and 
they fled before him. 

14 And when the children of Ammon faw that the 
Syrians were fled, then fled they alfc before Abifhai, 
and entered intothecity. So Joab returned from the 
children of Ammon, and came to Jerufalem. 

15 & And when the Syrians faw that they were {mit- 


16 And Fadarezer fent, and brought out the Syri- 
ans that were beyond the river: and they came to 
Helam: and Shobach the captain of the hoft of Ha- 
darezer went before them. 

17 And when it was told David, he gathered all 
Ifracl together, and paffed over Jordan, and came to 
Helam. And the Syrians fet themfelves in array 
againft David, and fought with him. 

18 And the Syrians fled before Hrael ; and David 
flew the men of feven hundred chariots of the Syrians, 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, X. 

2 As bis father Seewed kindnefs unto me, &c.] As Nahath was a 
bitrer enemy to Saul, who had given him a great overthrow, in all 
likelihood, he, for that very reafon, became a friend to David, when 
he perceived how Saul perfecuted him; and thereupon might fend him 
relief and affiftance, and perhaps offer him prote¢tion in his kingdom. 

4 Shaved off the one half of their beards and cut of their garments in 
tle middle, &c.| Whichwas one of the greateft indignities that the 
malice of man could invent in thefe countries, where all people 
thought their hair fo great an ornament, that fome would have rather 
fubmitted to die than part with it. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 


‘This chapter confirms how God favours princcs that love peace and 
juftice ; and, on the contrary, proud and unjuft princes bring 


_.ND it came to pafs after this, that the king of 


ten before Ifracl, they gathered themfelves 


AMUEL. 


and forty thoufand horfemen, and fmote Shobach the 
captain of their hoft, who died there. 

19 And when all the kings that were fervants to 
Hadarezer {aw that they were fmitten before Ifrael, 
they made peace with Ifracl, and ferved them. So 
the Syrians feared to help the children of Ammon 
any more. 





















C H A PP. XE 

1 While Foab befiegeth Rabbah, 2 David committeth 
adultery with Uriah’s wife. 5 Bath—/hcba conceiveth ; 
David fendeth for Uriah JSrom the army, who cometh 
to David, but refufeth to go dow to bis houfe. 14 He 
carrieth to Foab a letter requiring his death, is expo~ 
Jed in the front of the battle, and flain. 18 Foab 
Jendeth the news of it to David. 22 The meffenger’s 
report, aud David’s anfwer. 26 David taketh Bath- 
Sheba to wife, who beareth a fon. 


A ND it came to pafa after the year was expired, 
. at the time when kings go forth ¢o Jattle, that 
David fent Joab, and his fervants with him, and all 
Ifrael; and they deftroyed the children of Ammon, 
and befieged Rabbah. But David tarried {till at 
Jerufalem, 

2@ And it came to pafs in an eveningtide, that 
David arofe from off his bed, and walked upon the 
roof of the king’s houfe: and from the roof he faw a 
woman wathing herfelf; and the woman was very 
beautiful to took upon. 

3 And David fene and enquired after the woman. 
And one faid, Js not this Bath-fheba, the daughter of 
Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite ? 

4 And David fent meffengers, and took her; and 
fhe came in unto him, and he lay with her; for the 
was purified from her uncleannefs: and fhe returned 
unto her houfe. 

§ @ And the woman conceived, and fent and told 
David, and faid, 1 am with child. 

6 And David fent to Joab, faying, Send me Uriah 
the Hittite. And Joab fent Uriah to David. 

7 And when Uriah was come unto him, David 
demanded ¢f him how Joab did, and how the people 
did, and how the war profpered. 

8 And David faidto Uriah, Go down to thy houfe, 
and wafh thy fect. And Uriah departed out of the 
king’s houfe, and there followed him a mefs of meat 
from the king. 

9 Burt Uriah flept at the door of the king’s houfe 
with all the fervants of his lord, and went not down 
to his houfe. 

ro And when they had told David, faying, Uriah 
went not down unto his houfe, David faid unto Uriah, 
Cameft thou not from thy journey? why then didit 
thou not go down to thine houfe ? 

tz And Uriah faid unto David, The ark, and Ifrael, 
and Judah, abide intents; and my lord Joab, and the 
fervants of my lord, are encamped in the open ficlds; 
fhall I then go into mine houfe, to eat, andto drink, 
and to lic with my wife? @s thou liveft, and as thy 
foul Jiveth, I will not do this thing. 

12 And David faid to Uriah, Tarry here to day 
alfo, and to morrow J will let thee depart. So Uriah: 
abode in Jerufalem that day, and the morrow. 

13 And when David had called him, he did eat and 

drink 
re cr A Per 


the greateft misfortunes upon themfelves by their infolence and 

haughtinefs. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XI. 

2 In an eveningtide} i.e. In the afternoon. 

From off his bed, &c.] The place where he had laid down to re~ 
pofe in the heat of the day, as the manner was in thofe hot countries. 

3 Urinh the Hittite.) Though a Hittite by nation, Uriah was 
profelyted to the Jewith religion, had marricd with a Jewith wo- 
man, and was one of the king’s guard. 

8 And wafb thy fee:, &c.| ‘Vhe wafhing the feet wasa very great 
refrefhment after a journey, and a common compliment that the maf- 
ter of the houfe ufually made to any {tranger at his firft entrance. 
Dayvid’s intention hitherto was neither to murder Uriah, nor to 
marry his wife, but only to fercen her honcurand his own crime. 

33 cded 


He licth with Uriah's wife, 
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Uriah flain by David's contrivance. 


Before drink before him; and he made him drunk: and at 








CHRIST en he went out to lic on his bed with rhe fervants of 


£O35- 


his lord, but went nor down to his houfe. 
14 & And it came to pafs in the morning, that 
David wrote a letter to Joab, and fent 7¢ by the hand 


of Uriah. 
15 And he wrote in the letter, faying, Sct ye Uriah 


from: him, that he may be fmitten, and die. 

16 And it came to pafs, when Joab obferved the 
city, that he affigned Uriah unto a place where he 
knew that valiant men were. 

t7 And the men of the city went out, and fought 
with Joab: and there fell /ome of the people of the fer- 
vants of David; and Uriah the Hittite died alfo. 

18 ¢ Then Joab fent and rold David all the things 
concerning the war ; 

1g Andcharged the meffenger, faying, When thou 
haft made an end of telling the matters of the war 
unto the king, 

20 And if fo be that the king’s wrath arife,and he 
fay unto thee, Wherefore approached ye fo nigh unto 
the city when ye did fight? knew ye not that they 
would fhoot from the wall? 

21 Who {mote Abimelech the fon of Jerubbefheth? 
did not a woman caft a piece of a millftone upgn him 
from the wall, that he died in Thebez? why went ye 
nigh the wall? then fay thou, Thy feryant Uriah the 
Hittite is dead alfo, 

22 {| Sothe meffenger went, and came and fhewed 
David all that Joab had fent him for. 

29 And the meffenger faid unto David, Surely the 
men prevailed againft us, and came out upon us into 
the field, and we were upon them even unto the enter- 
ing of the gate. 

24 And the fhooters fhot from off the wall upon thy 
fervants ; and fome of the king’s fervants be dead, and 
thy fervant Uriah the Hirtite is dead alfo. 

25 Then David faid unto the meffenger, Thus fhalt 
thou fay unto Joab, Let not this thing difpleafe thee, 
for the {word devoureth one as well as another: make 
thy battle more ftrong againft the city, and overthrow 
it: and encourage thou him. 

26 @ And when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah 


her hufband was dead, fhe mourned for her hufband. | 


27 And when the mourning was paft, David fent 
and fetched her to -hishoufe, and fhe became his wife, 
and bare hima fon. But the. thing that David had 
done difpleafed the Lorn. : 


CHAP. XIL 


i Nathan’s parable of the ewe lamb caufe:b David to pafs 
fentence upou bimnfelf. 7 Nathan applieth the parable 
io David ; who bumubleth bimfelf, and ts pardoned. 15 
The new-born child being firicken ofGad, David mourneth 
aud prayeth for bim while living, but taketh comfort 
after be is dead. 24 Solomon is born, and named Fedt- 
diab, 26 Rabbah is taken by David, and the people 
thereof tortured, ; 
ND the Lorn fent Nathan unto David. And he 
came unto him, and faid unto him, There were 
two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. 


ST EE ETE A FE TT 
13 «dad he made him drunk, &c.] Another artful expedient David 
made ufe of for the compaffing his end; but it proved ineffec- 
tual. 
oq But the thing that David bad doxe difpleafed the Lord.} David, 
befides his luft and cruelty, is loaded with too juft an inrputation of 
perfidy, ingratitude, hypocrify, diflimulation, and obftinacy. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XI 


The dreadful fin of David warns us of the frailty of human nature,’ 
and how Hable the beft of men are, in fome inftances of their 
lives, to be overtaken with very grofs faults; how much, there- 
fore, are we all concerned to pray, with all prayer and fupplica- 
tion, and to watch as well as pray, that we fil not into tempta- 
tion. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XII. 


1 There were two mensh ov city, &C.] "Fhus, by an appofite pa- 
No. 26. 


CHAP. XIL 



















Nathan reproveth ha by a parable. 






2 Therich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: Before 


3 Burt the poor man had nothing, fave onc little ewe 
lamb, which he had bought and nourifhed up: and it 
grew up together with him, and with his children; it 
did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, 
and lay in his bofom, and was unto him asa daughter. 

4 And there came a traveller unto the rich man, 


in the forefront of the hotteft battle, and retire ye}Jand he fpared to take of his own flock and of his 


own herd, to drefs for the wayfaring man that was 
come unto him; but took the poor man’s Jamb, and 
dreffed it for the man that was come to him. 

5 And David’s anger was greatly kindled againft 
the man; and he faid to Nathan, As the Lorp liveth, 
the man that hath done this /h/ng fhall furely die: 

6 And he fhall reftore the lamb fourfold, becaufe he 
did this thing, and becaufe he had no pity. 

7 @ And Nathan faid to David, Thou art the man. 
Thus faith the Lorp God of Ifrael, I anointed thee 
king over Ifrael, and I delivered thee out of the hand 
of Saul; 

8 And I gave thee thy mafter’s houfe, and thy maf- 
ter’s wives into thy bofom, and gave thee the honfe 
of Ifrael and of Judah; and if /bet bad becy too little, 
I would moreover have given unto thee fuch and fuch 
things, 8 

9 Wherefore haft thou defpifed the commandment 
of the Lorn, to do evil in his fight? thou haft killed 
Uriah the Hittite with the fword, and haft taken his 
wife to be thy wife, and haft fain him with the {word 
of the children of Ammon. 

10 Now therefore the {word fhall never depart from 
thine houfe; becaufe thou haft defpifed me, and haft 
taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite ta be thy wife. 

11 Thus faith the Lorn, Behold, I will raife up 
evil againft thee out of thine own houfe, and [ will 
take thy wives before thine eyes, and give /Lem unto 
thy neighbour, and he fhall lic with thy wives in the 
fight of this fun. 

12 For thou didft i fecretly: but I will do this 
thing before all Ifrael, and before the fun. 

13 And David faid unto Nathan, I have finned 
againft the Lory. And Nathan faid unto David, The 
Lorp alfo hath put away thy fin; thou fhalt not die. 

14 Howbeit, becaufe by this deed thou haft given 
great eccafion to theenemies of the Lorptoblafpheme, 
the child alfo shat is born unto thee fhall furely die. 

15 @ And Nathan departed unto his houfe. And 
the Lorn ftruck the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto 
David, and it was very fick. 

16 David therefore befought God for the child; 
and David fafted, and went in, and Jay all night upon 


q che earth. 


17 And the elders of his houfe arofe, aud text to 
him, to raife him up from the earth: buc he would 
not, neither did he eat bread with rhem. 

18 And it came to pafs on the feventh day that the 
child died. And the fervanrs of David feazed to tell 
him that the child was dead: for they faid, Behold, 
while the child was yet alive, we {pake unto him, and 
he would nor hearken unto our voice: how will hethen 
vex himfelf, if we rell him that the’child is dead? 

1g But when David faw that his fervants whifpered, 

David 


nn re 
rable, well managed, Nathan did not appear to condemn David, 
but made him condemn himielf. : 

2 Whe rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds.| David had 
many wives and concubines, with whom he might well have been 
fatisfied, without violating the bed of another man. 

3 The poor man had nothing, fave one litle ewe-lamt, &c.]_ Very 
likely Bath-fheba was the only wife that Uriah had, with whom he 
was highly pleafed and delighted ; and fhe very probably with him, 
uatil her mind was perverted by David’s temptations. 

4. There came a traveller unto the rich man, &c-) Tt may be faid, 
refpecting David’s ftraggling appetite, In the beginning x is but a 
traveller; but in time it becomes a gueft, and, in conclufion, isthe 
mafter of the houfe. 

7 Thou art the man, &e.] Thoueven thou art the criminal, and thy 
own judge, and haft pronounced a dreadful fentence againft thy felf. 

31 Out of thine own houfe, &¢.] ‘This in Abfalom’s confpiracy 
againft him was awfully fulfilled. 

4G 22 While 


CHRIST 


1034. 


Solomon born. Rabbah taken. 


Before David perceived that the child was dead: therefore 
CHRIST fy, yid {aid unto his fervants, Is the child dead ? And 


1034. 


1633» 


they faid, He is dead. 

go Then David arole from the carth, and wafhed, 
and anointed Aim/el/, and changed his apparel, and 
came into the houfe of the Lorn, and worfhipped : 
then he came to his own houfe; and when he re- 
quired, they fet bread before him, and he did eat. 

21 Then faid his fervants unto him, .What thing 
is this that thou haft done? thou didft faft and weep 
for the child, while z# was alive; but when the child 
was dead, thou didft rife and eat bread. 

22 And he faid, While the child was yet alive, I 
fafted and wept: for I faid, Who can tell whether 
God will be gracious to me, that the child may live? 

23 But now he is dead, wherefore fhould I falt ? 
can I bring him back again? I fhall go to him, but 
he fhall not return tome. 

24 % And David comforted Bath-fheba his wife, 
and went in unto her, and lay with her: and fhe bare 
a fon, and he called his name Solomon: and the 


_Lorp loved him. 


26 And he fent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; 
andhe called his name Jedidiah becaufe ofthe Lorn. 

26 @ And Joab fought againft Rabbah of the 
children of Ammon, and took the royal city. 

27 And Joab fent meffengersto David, and faid, I 
have fought againft Rabbah, and have taken the 
city of waters. ; 

28 Now therefore gather the reft of the people to~ 
gether, and encamp againft the city,and take it: left 
TI take the city, and it be called after my name. 

2g And David gathered all the people together,and 
went to Rabbah, and fought againft it, and took it. 

go And he took their king’s crown from off his 
head, the weight whereof was a talent of gold with the 
precious ftones: anditwas /eton David’shead. Andhe 
brought forth the fpoil of the city in greatabundance. 

31 And he brought forth the people that were 
therein, and put éhem under faws, and under harrows 
of iron, and under axes Of iron, and made them pafs 
through the brickkiln: and thus did he unto all the 
cities of the children of Ammon. So David and all 
the people returned to Jerufalem. : 

CHAP. XIII. 

1 Amnon,in love with Tamar,by Fonadae’s counfel feign- 
cth ficknefs: 6 Tamar attending him at his requeft,he 
ravifheth her: 15 He hateth her, and turneth her out of 
his houfe: 19 She rettreth in grief to her brother Abfa- 
lom’s houfe. 21 David ts wroth, but Abfalom conceal- 
eth his refeniment. 23 Abfalom inviteth his brethren to 
a fhecpfhearing feaft, 28 where Amnon is murdered by 
Abfalom’s command. 30 David, alarmed with tidings 
that all his fous were flain, is told the truth of the mat- 
ter by Fonadab, whofe report is confirmed by the com— 
ing of the young men. 37 Abfalom flecth to Gefhur ; 
David longeth after him. 

A NDit came to pafs after this, that Abfalom the 
fon of David had a fair fifter, whofe name was 

Tamar; and Amnon the fon of David loved her. 

2 And Amnon was fo vexed, that he fell fick for 
his fitter Tamar; for fhe was a virgin; and Amnon 
thought it hard for him to do any thing to her. 


22 While the child was yet alive, &.] Here is a noble dignity of 
thought! which juftly argues the religious philofopher! 

24 Solomon, &c.] This name fignifies “ peace ;”’ and intimates that 
his reign fhould be peaceable. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XII. 
Here are ftrong inftances of God's indignation againft fin, his mercy 
tothe fincerely penitent, and his grace and blefling to the humble. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XII. 

2 She qwas a virgin; and Amnon thought, &c.] All the virgins of 
the blood royal were kept in private apartments, feparate from the 
commerce of men. 

12 For no fuch thing ought to be done in Ifrael, Sce.] Tamar begs of 
him to confider thar they both belonged toa nation which was God’s 
peculiar people, and therefore fhould aét otherwife. 


I. SAMUEL. Amnon in love with has filer Tamar, 


3 But Amnon had a fricnd, whofe name was Jona-_Petore 


dab, the fon of Shimeah David’s brother: and Jona- 
dab was a very fubtil man. 

4 And he faid unto him, Why aré thou, deing the 
king’s fon, lean from day to day? wilt thou not tell 
me ? And Amnon faid unto him, I love Tamar, my 
brother Abfalom’s filter. 

§ And Jonadab faid unto him, Lay thee down on 
thy bed, and make thyfelf fick : and when thy father 
cometh to fee thee, fay unto him, I pray thee, let my 
filter Tamarcome,and give me meat,and drefsthemeat 
in my fight, that 1 may fee 2, and eat 7 at her hand. 

6 Z So Amnon laid down, and made himfelf fick: 
and when the king was come to fee him, Amnon faid 
unto the king, I pray thee, let Tamar my fifter come, 
and make me a couple of cakes in my fight, that I 
may eat at her hand, 

7 Then David fent home to Tamar, faying,Gonow 
to thy brother Amnon’s houfe, and drefs him meat. 

8 So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s houfe ; 
andhe was laid down. And fhetook flour, and kneaded 
zt, and made cakesin his fight, anddid bake the cakes. 

g And fhe took a pan,and poured them out before 
him; but he refufed to eat. And Amnon faid, Have 
out all men from me. And they went out every man 
from him. 

10 And Amnon faid unto Tamar, Bring the mear 
into the chamber, that I may eat of thine hand. And 
Tamartookthe cakes which fhe had made,and brought 
them into the chamber to Amnon her brother. 

11 And when fhe had brought chem unto him to 
eat, he took hold of her, and faid unto her, Come lie 
with me, my fitter. 

12 And fhe anfwered him, Nay, my brother, do 
not force me; for no fuch thing ought to be done in 
Ifrael: do not thou this folly. 

13 And I, whither fhall I caufe my fhame to go? 
and as for thee, thou fhalt be as one of the fools in 
Ifrael. Nowtherefore, { pray thee, fpeak unto the 
king, for he will not withhold me from thec. 

14 Howbeit he would not hearken unto her voice: 
but, being ftronger than fhe, forced her, and lay 
with her. 

15 { Then Amnon hated her exceedingly; fo that 
the hatred wherewith he hated her was greater than 
the love wherewith he had loved her. And Amnon 
faid unto her, Arife, be gone. 

16 And fhe faid unto him, There zs no caufe: this 
evilin fending me away zs greater than the other 
that thou didft unto me. Buthe would not hearken 
unto her. 

17 Then he called his fervant that miniftered unto 
him, and faid, Put now this woman out from me, 
and bolt the door after her. 

18 And fhe had a garment of divers colours upon 
her: for with fuch robes were the king’s daughters 
that were virgins apparrelled. Then his fervant 
brought her out, and bolted the door after her. 

19 ¢ And Tamar put afhes on her head, and rent 
her garment of divers colours that was on her, and 
laid her hand on her head, and went on crying. 

20 And Abfalom her brother faid unto-her, Hath 
Amnon thy brother been with thee? but hold now thy 

peace, 


entre SS 

13 And I, whither foall 1 caufe my fbame to ga? aud as for thee, &ce.| 
Now fhe befeeches him (befides the fin againft God) to confider 
the difgrace it would be to her, who, after fuch a foul aft, muft be 
afhamed to look any one in the face; the alfo puts him in mind of 
his own reputation, which fo vile an aét would tarnith for ever, and 
make him be looked upon as a man void of all fenfe, religion, hu- 
manity, and honour. : 

He will nat withhold me from thee.| Tamar faid any thing that fhe 
thought would pleafehim, to ftop his folicitations and rude attempts, 
and to efcape his power for the prefent. 

15 Then Amnon hated ber exceedingly, &c.] Amnon hated her when 
he fhould have hated himfelf: for God feemed now to have abnan- 
doned him to the tumult of his intemperate mind and guilry con- 
feience. 

16 There is no caufe, &c.) i, e. Forthis hard and unkind ufage. 

37 Dayid 
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Amnon is flain by Abfalom. 


Before peace, my filter: he zs thy brother; regard not this 


CHRIST 


1032 


1030» 


thing. So Tamar remained defolate in her brother 
Abfalom’s houfe. 

21 @ But when king David heard of all thefe 
things, he was very wroth. 

- 22 And Abfalom fpake unto his brother Amnon 
neither good nor bad: for Abfalom hated Amnon be- 
caufe he had forced his fitter Tamar. 

23 @ Andit cameto pafs after two full years, that 
Abfalom had fheepfhearers in Baal-hazor, which is be- 
fide Ephraim: and Abfalom invited all the king’s fons. 

. 24 And Abfalom came to the king, and faid, Behold 
now, thy fervant hath fheepfhearers ; let the king, 1 
befeech thee, and his fervants, go with thy fervant. 

25 And the king faid to Abfalom, Nay, my fon, 
Iet us not go all now, left we be chargeable unto 
thee. And he prefled him: howbeit he would not 
go, but bleffed him. 

26 Then faid Abfalom, If not, I pray thee, let 
my brother Amnon go with us. And the king faid 
unto him, Why fhould he go with thee ? 

27 Bur Abfalom preffed him, that he let Amnon 
and all the king’s fons go with him. 

28 @ Now Abfalom had commanded his fervants, 
faying, Mark ye now when Amnon’s heart is merry 
‘with wine, and when I fay unto you, Smite Amnon ; 
then kill him, fear not: have not 1 commanded you ? 
be courageous, and be valiant. 

2g And the fervants of Abfalom did unto Amnon 
as Abfalom had commanded. Then all the king’s fons 
arofe,and every mangat him up upon his muleand fled. 

30 ZT And it came to pafs, while they were in the way, 
that tidings came te David, faying, Abfalom hath flain 
all the king’s fons, and there is not one of them Ieft. 

gi Then the king arofe, and tare his garments, and 
Jay on the earth; and all his fervants ftood by with 
their clothes rent. 

g2 And Jonadab, the fon of Shimeah, David’s bro- 
ther, anfwered and faid, Let not my lord fuppofe har 
they have flain all the young men the king’s fons; for 
Amnon only is dead: for by the appointment of Ab. 
falom this hath been determined from the day that he 
forced his fifter Tamar. 

33 Now therefore let not my lord the king take 
the thing to his heart, to think that all the king’s 
fons are acad: for Amnon only is dead. 

34 But Abfalom fied. And the young man that 
kept the watch lifted up his eyes, and looked, and, 
behold, there came much people by the way of the 
hill fide behind him. 

35 And Jonadab faid unte the king, Behold, the 
king’s fons come: as thy fervant faid, fo it is. 

36 And it came to pafs, as foon as he had made an 
end of fpeaking, that, behold, the king’s fons came, 
and lifted up their voice and wept: and the king alfo 
and all his fervants wept very fore. 

37 LI But Abfalom fled, and went to Talmai, the 
fon of Ammihud, king of Gefhur. And David 
mourned for his fon every day. 

38 So Abfalom fied and went to Gefhur, and was 
there three years. 

3g And the foul of king David longed to go forth 
unto Abfalom: for he was comforted concerning 
Amnon, feecing he was dead. 


C HA PP. XIV. 
1 Joab infiru@etb a woman of Tekoab, and fendeth her to 


37 David mmraued for bis fin every day.] 1. e- For Abfalom, who 
was loft as to any comfort he could have from his company. : 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XIII. 


It is plain from this chapter, that the Lord fuffers divers ‘crimes to 
be committed, notwithftanding he abhors them; and makes ufe 
of the paflions and wickednets of men, todo juftice, to punith 
the guilty, and to execute his defigns. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 
2 Tekcat, Sc.] This was a city in the tribe of Judah, about 
twelve imiles fouth of Jerufalem. Joab made choice of a widow 
3 




























the king. 4 She entertaineth the king with a feign 
gale, the intent of which ts to obtain leave for Abfalom’ s 
return, 21 Foab rs fent to fetch him, but be ts not al- 
lowed to fee the king. 25 Abfalom’s beauty; 27 bis 
children, 28 After twe years be getteth adniittance 
to the king by Foab’s meaus. 


OW Joab the fon of Zeruiah perceived that the 
King’s heart was toward Abfalom. 

_2 And Joab fent to Tekoah, and ferched thence a 
wife woman, and faid unto her, I pray thee, feign thy- 
{elf to be a mournier, and put on now mourning ap-~ 
parel, and anoint not thyfelf with oil, bur be asa 
woman that had a long time mourned for the dead : 

3g And come to the king, and fpeak on this man- 
ner unto him. So Joab put the words in her mouth. 

4 @ And when the woman of Tekoah {pake to the 
king, fhe fell on her face to the ground, and did obeci- 
fance, and faid, Help, O king. 

- 5 And the king faid unto her, What aileth thee ? 
And fhe anfwered, I am indeed a widow woman, and 
mine hufband is dead. 

6 And thy handmaid had two fons, and they two 
ftrove together in the field, and shere was none to part 
them, burt the one fmote the other, and flew him. 

7 And, behold, the whole family is rifen again{t 
thine handmaid, and they faid, Deliver him that 
{mote his brother, that we may kill him, for the life 
of his brother whom he flew; and we will deftroy the 
heir alfo: and fo they fhall quench my coal which is 
left, and fhall not leave to my hufband zeither name 
nor remainder upon the earth. 

8 And the king. faid unto the woman, Go to thine 
houfe, and I will givecharge concerning thee. 

And the woman of Tekoah faid unto the king, 


My lord, O king, the iniquity e on me, and on my 


father’s houfe: and the king and his throne be 
guilrlefs. 

“10 And the king faid, Whofoever faith aught unto 
thee, bring him to me, and he fhall not touch thee 
any more. : 

11 Then faid fhe,I praythee, let the king remember 
the Lorn thy God, that thou wouldeft not fuffer the 
revengers of blood to deftroy any more, left they des 
{troy my fon. And he faid, 4s the Lorp liveth, there 
fhall not one hair of thy fon fall to the earth. 

12 Then the woman faid, Let thine handmaid, EF 
pray thee, fpeak ove word unto my lord the king. 
And he faid, Say on. 2 

13 And the woman faid, Wherefore then haft thou 
thought fuch a thing againft the people of God? for 
thekingdoth fpeak this thing as one which is faulty, in 
that the king doth nor fetch home again his banifhed. 

14 For we muft needs die, and areas water fpilt on 
the ground, which cannot be gathered up again; nei- 
ther doth God refpect any perfon: yet doth he devife 
means, that his banifhed be not expelled from him. 

15 Now therefore that] am come to fpeak of this 
thing unto my lord the king, zt 7s becaufe the people 
have made me afraid: and thy handmaid faid, I will 
now fpeak unto the king; it may be that the king 
will perform the requeft of his handmaid, 

16 For the king will hear, to deliver his handmaid 
out of the hand of the man shat would deftroy me and 
my fon together out of the inheritance of God. 

17 Then thine handmaid faid, The word of my lord 


the king fhall now be comfortable: for as an angel of 
God, 


ee 
woman, becaufe they can more eafily exprefs their paffions, and 
fooner excite compaflion. 2 : 

7 And fo they foall quench my coal which is left, &c.] i.e. Deprive 
me of the little comfort of my life which remains, as a coal buried 
in the afhes. 

13 The king doth [peak this thing as one that is faulty, &c.] This is, 
in other words, Do not judge otherwife in thine own cafe, than 
thou haft done in mine. 

15 Ltis becanfe the people have made me afraid, &c.] _Tt would read 
better, though the people have made me afraid: they told her ic 
was too bold an atrempt, but that did not difcourage her. Sa 

26 He 





CHAP. XIV. Foab’s artifice to bring home Abfalom. ~ 


eg Before 


CHRIST 
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Abfalom’s return from banifhment. 


Betore God, fo zs my lord the king to difcern good and bad: 
CHRISTtherefore the Lonp thy God will be with thee. 


Il. SAMUEL. Abfatom courteth poprlaraty, 


obtaincth leave to go to Hebron: 10 where he formeth Before 
a dangerous confpiracy. 13 Upon the news Darid CHRIST 


eeage 18 Then the king anlwered and faid unto the wo- fleeth from Serufalem : 19 ditai, though a firanger, *°** 

man, Hide not from me, I pray thee, the thing that will not leave him. 24 Zadock and Abtathar are fent 

I thall afk thee. And the woman faid, Let my lord back with the ark. 30 David and his company go up 

the king now fpeak. meunt Olvuct weeping. 31 Ile prayeth God to defeat 
tg And the king faid, Js not the hand of Joab with Ahithophet’s counfel. 32 Ilufhue is fent back with tn 

thee in all this? And the woman anfwered and faid, fpruétions how to att for David’s fervice. 

As thy foul liveth, my lord the king, none can turn ND it came to pafsafter this, that Abfalom pre- 

to the right hand or to the left from aught that my pared him chariots and horles, and fifty men 

lord the king hath fpoken: for thy fervant Joab, he }} to run before him. 

bade me, and he put all thefe words in the mouth of 2 And Abfalom rofe up early, and ftood befide 

thine handmaid : the way of the gate: and it was fo, that when any man 

20 To fetch about this form of {peech hath thy }] that hada controverfy came to the king for judgment, 
fervant Joab done this thing: and my lord zs wife, [J then Abfalom called unto him, and faid, of what city 
according to the wifdom of an angel of God, to know ff art thou? And he faid, Thy fervant zs of one of the 
all ¢hings that ere in the earth. tribes of Ifrael. 

21 And the king faid unto Joab, Behold now, 3 And Abfalom faid unto him, See, thy matters 
I have done this thing: go therefore, bring the young }] ave good and right; but ¢here is no man deputed of 
man Ablalom again. the king to hear thee. 

22 And Joab fell to the ground on his face, and 4 Abfalom faid moreover, Oh that I were made 
bowed himfelf, and thanked the king: and Joab faid,}} judge in the land, that every man which hath any 
To day thy fervant knoweth that J have found grace ff fuit or caufe might come unto me, and I would do 
in thy fight, my lord, O king, in that the king hath }{ him juftice! 
fulfilled the requelt of his fervant. 5 And it was fo, that when any man came nigh fo 

23 So Joab arofe and went to Gefhur, and brought }] him to do him obeifance, he put forth his hand, and 
Abfalom to Jerufalem. took him, and kiffed him. a 

24 And the king faid, Let him turn to his own 6 And on this manner did Abfalom to afl Ifrael 
houfe, and let him not fee my face. So Abfalom re-]{ that came to the king for judgment: fo Abfalom 
turned to his own houfe, and faw not the king’s face. }] Stole the hearts of the men of Lfrael. 

25 2 But ina)! Ifrael there was none to be fo much 7 4 And it came to pafs after forty years, that roz3 


1025- 


praifed as Abfalom for his beauty: from the fole of 
his foot even to the crown of his head there was no 
blemifh in him. 

26 And when he polled his head, (for it was at 
every year’s end that he polled zt: becaufe the hair 
was heavy on him, thercfore he polled it:) he weighed 
the hair of his head at two hundred fhekels after the 
king’s weight. 

27 And unto Abfalom there were born three fons, 
and one daughter, whofe name was Tamar: fhe was 
a woman of a fair countenance. 

28 ¢ So Abfalom dwelt two full years in Jerufa- 
lem, and faw not the king’s face. ‘ 

29 Therefore Abfalom fent for Joab, to have fent 
him to the king; but he would not come to him: and 
when he fent again the fecond time, he would not 
come. 2 te 

30 Thereforehe faid unto his fervants, See, Joab’s 
field is near mine, and he hath barley there; go and 
fet it on fre. And Abfalom’s fervants fet the field on 
fire. 

31 Then Joab arofe, and came to Abfalom unto 
his houfe, and faid unto him, Wherefore have thy 
fervants fet my field on fire? 

32 And Abfglom anfwered Joab, Behold, I fent 
unto thee, faying, Come hither, that I may fend thce 
to the king, to fay, Wherefore am I come from Ge- 
fhur ? 2 had been good for me to have deen there ftill: 
now therefore let me fee the king’s face; and if there 
be any iniquity in me, let him kill me. 

33 So Joab came to the king, and told him: and 
when he had called for Abfalom, he came to the king, 
and bowed himfelf on his face to the ground before 
the king: and the king kiffed Abfalom. 

C H A PL XV. 
1 Abfalom by fair foecches and courtefies flealeth the hearts 
of the men of Ifrael. 7 Under pretence of a vow he 


Ee aE YT 
26 He weighed the hair of bis head at tawo hundred foekels afier the 
Eing’s aueishe| i. e. The weight of the king of Babylon, whofe 
thekel was only one third of that of the Jews; fo that though the 
enemies of revelation have ridiculed this part of the facred text, yet 
this hypothefis makes the account not at all improbable; for thus 
it came but to about thirty-three ounces in our weight. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 
This chapter fhews us, that God permitted Abfalom to be recalled 
5 


Abfalom faid unto the king, I pray thee, let me go 
and pay my vow, which Ihave vowed unto the 
Lory in Hebron. 

8 lor thy fervant vowed a vow while I abode at 
Gefhur in Syria, faying, If the Lorn fhall bring me 
again indeed toJerufalem, then] willferve the Lorp. 

g And the king faid unto him, Go in peace. So 
he arofe, and went to Hebron. 

10 @ But Abfalom fent fpies throughout all the 
tribes of Ifrael, faying, As foon as ye hear the found 
of the trumpet, then ye fhall fay, Abfalom rcigneth 
in Hebron: 

11 And with Abfalom went two hundred men cut 
of Jerufalem, that were called; and they went in their 
fimplicity, and they knew not any thing. 

12 And Abfalom fent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, 
David’s counfellor, from his city, even from Giloh, 
while he offered facrifices. And the confpiracy 
was ftrong; for the pcople increafed continually with 
Abfalom. 

13 “ And there came a meffenger to David, faying, 
The hearts of the men of Ifrael are after Abfalom. 

14 And David faid unto all his fervants that were 
with him at Jerufalem, Arife, and Ict us flee’; for we 
fhall not e/fe efcape from Abfalom: make {pced to de- 
part, left he overtake us fuddenly, and bringevil upon 
us, and fmite the city with the edge of the fword. 

15 And the king’s fervants faid unto the king, 


Behold, thy fervants are ready to do whatfoever my. 


lord the king fhall appoint. 

16 And the king went forth, and all his houfhold 
after him. And the king left ten women, which were 
concubines, to keep the houfe. ans 

17 And the king went forth, and all the people 
after him, and tarried in a place that was far off. 

18 And all his fervants paffed on befide him; and 
all the Cherethites, and all the Pelerhites, and all] the 

Gittites, 


cr SS A 
inorder tochaftife David, by means of that rebellious and unna- 
tural fon, and thereby fulfil the predi€tion of Nathan, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XV. 

1 Abfalom prepared him chariots and hrrles; &c.] Abfalom now took 
great ftate upon him, and appeared with a f{plendid equipage, in or- 
der to attraét the people’s notice and regard. . 

q fier forty years, &c.] By fome itisunderftood four years, i-¢- 


four yearsafter he was re-eftablifhed in Ifrael. : 
zo Thy 
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David fleeth from Ferufalem. 


CHA: Ps XVI. 


Shimer curfeth David. 





Before Gittites, fix hundred men which came after him from 
CHRIST Cath, paffed on before the king. 
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1g @ Then faid the king to Ittai the Gittite, 
Wherefore goc& thou alfo with us? return to thy 
place, and abide with the king: for thou arya ftran- 
ger, and alfo an exile. 

20 Whercas thou cameft dut yelterday, fhould I 
this day make thee go up and down with us? feeing 
I go whither I may, return thou, and take back thy 
brethren: mercy and truth ée with thee. 

21 And Ittai anfwered the king, and faid, As the 
Loxp liveth, and as my Jord the king liveth, furely 
in what place my lord the king fhall be, whether in 
death or life, even there alfo will thy fervant be. 

22 And David faid to Ittai, Go and pafs over. 
And Itrai the Gittite paffed over, and all his men, 
and all the little ones that were with him. 

23 And all the country wept with aloud voice, 
and all the people paffed over: the king alfo himfelf 
paffed ever the brook Kidron, and all the people 
paffed over, toward the way of the wildernefs. 

“a4 @ And lo Zadok alfo, and all the Levites were 
with him, bearing the ark of the covenant of God: 
and they {ct down the ark of God; and Abiathar went 
up, until all the people had done paffing out of the 
city. 
ee And the king faid unto Zadok, Carry back the 
ark of God into the city: if I fhall find favour in the 
eyes of the Lorn, he will bring me again, and fhew 
me both it, and his habitation: 

- 26 But if he thus fay, I have no delight in thee: 
behold, here am I, lethimdo to me as feemeth good 
unto bim. 

27 The king faid alfo unto Zadok the prieft, Aré 
not thou a {eer ? return into the city in peace, and 
your two fons with you, Ahimaaz thy fon, and Jona- 
than the fon of Abiathar. 

28 See, I will tarry in the plain of the wildernefs, 
until there come word from you to certify me. 

29 Zadok theretore and Abiathar carried the ark 
of God again to Jerufalem: and they tarried there. 

go & And David went up by the afcent of mouns 
Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head 
covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people 
that was with him covered cvery man his head, and 
they went up, weeping as they went up. 

g1 £ And one told David, faying, Ahithophel zs 
among the confpiraters with Abfalom. And David 
faid, O Lory, I pray thee curn the counfel of Ahi- 
thophel into foolifhnefs. 

32 FJ And it came to pafs, that when David was 
come to the top of the mount, where he worfhippcd 
God, behold, Hufhai the Archite came to meet him 
with his coat rent, and earth upon his head: 

.33 Unto whom David faid, if thou paffeft on with 
me, then fhalt thou be a burden untome : 

34 But if thou return to the city, and fay unto 
Abfalom, I will be thy fervant, O king: as I have 
écen thy father’s fervant hitherto, fo will I now alfo 
4e thy fervant: then mayeft thou for me defeat the 
countfel of Ahithophel. 


20 Thy bruthren, &e.j] i.e. Thofe perfoas that were of Ittai’s 
family. 

25 Carry back the avk, &c.] In order that the priefts and Levites 
(of whofe fidelity he was well fatisfied) by giving him intelligence 
ofthe enemy's motions, might do him mote fervice in Jerulalem 
than they could doin his camp. 

ge bufbar the Archit. &c.} Some imeging that ‘this additional 
name was given him from the plaice of his nati.ity, viz. Archi, a 
town on the frontiers of Penjamin ana Ephraim.to the weft of Bethel. 

“34. Say unto Abfalony Larttl be thy /, &e.] Certainly. David 
could be no more guilty of perfids : 2 defien to fepplanc 
Abfulom, nor Uihaiguiliy of villainy in undertal:ing to put it in exe- 
cution, than that man can be faid to be guiley of tin, who deceives a 
madman, and turns him away froin murdering his belt friends. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XV. 
From this chapter we may icarn the deep humility with which 

‘David received this chaftif-ment from God, the fonfe ke had of 

Risown unworthires., and the jee of the punithments infli@ed, 

No. 26, 






























35 ‘nd saft thou not here with thee Zadok an 
Abiathar the priefis? therefore it fhall be, that what 
thing foever thou fhalt hear out of the king’s houfe, 
thou fhalt tell z¢ to Zadok and Abiathar the priefts. 

36 Behold, shey have there with them their two 
fons, Ahimaaz Zadok’s fon, and Jonathan A biathar’s 
jon; and by themye fhall fend unto me every thing 
that ye canhear. . 

37 So Hufhai David’s friend came into the city, 
and Abfalom came into Jerufalem. 


C H A P. XVI. 


1 Ziba by prefents and falfe fuggeftions obtaineth his 
mafler’s ibherifance. § Shimei curfeth David at 
Bahurim. g David's patience and forbearance. 15 
Mufhai infinuateth himfelf into Atfalom’s counfels. 20 
By Ahithophel’s counfel Absalom openly gocth to his fa- 
ther’s concubines. 


ND when David wasa little paft the top of the 

hil], behold, Ziba the fervant of Mephibotheth 
met him, with a couple of affes faddled, and upon 
them two hundred Joaves of bread, and an hundred 
bunches of raifins, and an hundred of fummer fruits, 
and a bottle of wine. 

2 And the king faid unto Ziba, What meaneft 
thou by thefe? And Ziba faid, The affes de for the 
king’s houfhold to ride on; and the bread and fum- 
mer fruit for the young men to eat; and the wine, 
that fuch as be faint in the wildernefs may dink. 

3 And the king faid, And where is thy mafter’s 
fon? And Ziba faid unto the king, Behold, he 
abideth at Jerufalem: for he faid, To day fhall the 
houfe of Ifrael reftore me the kingdom of my father. 

4 Then faid the king to Ziba, Behold, thine ave 
all that pertained unto Mephibofheth. And Ziba 
faid, I humbly befeech thee /Aat I may find grace in 
thy fight, my lord, O king. 

§ & And when king David came to Bahurim, be- 
hold, thence came out a man of the family of Saul, 
whofe name was Shimei, the fon of Gera: he came 
forth, and curfed ftill as he came. 

6 And he caft flones at David, and at all the fer- 
vants of king David: and all the people and all the 
mighty men were on his right hand and on his left. 

7 And thus faid Shimei when he curfed, Come out, 
come out, thou bloody man, and thou man of Belial : 

8 The Lorn hath returned upon thee al] the blood 
of thehoufe of Saul, in whofe ftead thou haft reigned; 
and the Lorp hath delivered the kingdom into the 
hand of Abfalom thy fon: and, behold, thou a7é taken 
in thy mifchicf, becaufe thou arf a bloody man. 

9 § Then faid Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah unto 
the king, Why fhould this dead dog curfe my lord 
the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and take off 
his head. . 

10 And the king faid, What have I to do with you, 
ye fons of Zeruiah ? fo let him curfe, becaufe the 
Lorp hath faid unto him, Curfe David. Who fhall 
then fay, Wherefore haft thou done fo ? 


iz And David faid to Abifhai, and to all his fer- 
vants, 


and moreover that he had recourfe only to God in his troubles 3 
and that although guilty, he trufted in him, and implored his 


affiftance. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 

1 4 boule of wine] Which was a large fkin or veffe!, capable 
of containing a great quantity. 

3 Lhy mafter's for, &C.] i. e. Mephibofheth, thy matter Saul’s fon. 

6 AM the mighiy men were on his right hard and ox his left.) Thus 
David was under fuch a ftrong guard, that Shimei’s rage was little 
Iefs than madnefs; for he could not hurt David, but might have 
been immediately killed himfelf. 

10 Recanfe the Lord bath fuid unte him, Curfe David, &c.] Weare 
not to fuppofe that God commanded him by his word, for that 
ftri@tly forbids curfing, or moved him to it by his Spirit, for thae 
was impoflible, becaufe God tempteth no man: the meaning is, 
that God did nor put any wickednefs into Shimei’s heart, but only 
left him tothe malignity of his own nature. 

4 H iI My 
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Behold, my fon, which cometh forth of my 
bowels, feeketh my life: how much more now may 
this Benjamite do 77? let him alone, and Iet him curfe; 
for the Lorp hath bidden him. 

12 It may be thatthe Lorn will look on mine af. 
fliction, and thar the Lorp will requite me good for 
his curfing this day. : 

13 Andas David and his men went by the way, 
Shimei went along on the hill’s fide over againft him, 
and curfed as he went, and threw {tones at him, and 
caft duft. 

14 And the king, and all the people that cere with 
him, came weary, and refrefhed themfelves there. 

15 & And Abfalom, and all the people the men of 
Ifrael, came to Jerufalem, and Aliithophel with him. 

16 And itcame to pafs, when Hufhai the Archite, 
David’s friend, was come unto Abfalom, that Hufhai 
a unto Abfalom, God fave the king, God fave the 
cing. 

e And Abfalom faid to Huthai, Js this thy kindnefs 
to thy friend ? why wenteft thou not with thy friend? 

18 And Hufhai faid unto Abfalom, Nay; but whom 
the Lorn, and this people, and all the men of Ifrael, 
choofe, his will I be, and with him wiil I abide. 

1g And again, whom fhould I ferve? flould I not 

Jerve in the prefence of his fon? as I have ferved in 
thy father’s prefence, fo will I bein thy prefence. 

20 G Then faid Abfalom to Ahithophel, Give 
counfel among you what we fhall do. 

21 And Ahithophel faid unto Abfalom, Go in unto 
thy father’s concubines, which he hath left to keep 
the houfe; and all [frael fhall hear that theu art ab- 
horred of thy father: then fhall the hands of all that 
are with thee be ftrong. 

22 So they fpread Abfalom a tent upon the top of 
the houfe; and Abfalom went in unto his father’s con- 
cubines in the fight of all Ifrael. 

23 And the counfel of Ahithophel, when he coun- 
felled in thofe days, cas as if a man had enquired at 
the oracle of God: fo was all the counfel of Ahitho- 
phel both with David and with Abfalom. 


C H A P. XVII 


1 Abithophel’s counfel is defeated Ly Hufbai’s according to 
God's appointinent. 15 Fufbai fendeth intelligence fe- 
cretly lo David ; whoin hafte paffeth over Fordan. 23 
Abithophel hangeth bimfelf. 25 Amafats made captain 
of Abjalon’s hoff. 27 David’s friends furnife bim 
with provifions at Mabanainu. 

OREOVER Ahithophel faid unto Abfalom, 
Let me now choofe out twelve thoufand men, 
and I will arife and purfue after David this night: 

2 And I will come upon him while he 7s weary and 
weak handed, and will make him afraid: and all rhe 
people that are with him fhall fice ; and I will {mite 
the king only : 

3 And I will bring back all rhe people unto thee: 
the man whom thou feekeft zs as if all returned : /o all 
the people fhall be in peace. 

4 And the faying pleafed Abfalom well, and all the 
elders of Ifrael. 

§ Then faid Abfalom, Cali now Hufhai the Archite 
alfo, and Ict us hear likewife what he faith. 

6 And when Hufhai was come to Abfalom, Abfa- 
lom fpake unto him, faying, Ahithophel hath fpoken 
after this manner: fhall we do afer his faying? if nor; 
{peak thou. 





11 My fn which cometh forth of my bowels, feeketh my hfe, &c.] We 
tind David's paffion is fo far from being ftirred up by this impudent 
railer, that he endeavours to quiet the fpirits of others, and calmly 
reafons himfelf and them into humble patience. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
This chapter fhéws, that pernicious and wicked counfels, fooner 
or later, cautfe the deftru€tion of thofe that give them, and thofe 
that follow them, 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 
5 Then frid A'falom, call new Hufbai, &ce.] We thould kere re- 


hithophel and Hufha. I. SAMUEL. 


Ahithophel’s counfel defeated, 


erence, 


4 And Huhhai faid unto Abfalom, The counfel Befure 


that Ahithophel hath given 7s not good at this time. 

8 For, faid Hufhai, thou knowcett thy father and his 
men, that they de mighty men, and they ée chafed in 
their minds, as a bear robbed of her whelps in the 
field : and thy father zs a man of war, and will nor 
lodge with the people. 

g Behold, he is hid now in fome pit, or in fome 
other place: and it will come to pafs, when fome of 
them be overthrown at the firft, that whofocver hear. 
eth ic will fay, There is a flaughter among the peo- 
ple that follow Abfalom. 

10 And he alfo shat zs valiant, whofe heart 7s as 
the heart of a lion, fhall utterly melt: for all Iirael 
knoweth that thy father 7: a mighty man, and ‘cy 
which Je with him are valiant men. 

1t Therefore I counfel that all Ifracl be generally 
gathered unto thee, from Dan even to Beer-fheba, as 
the fand that 7s by the fea for multitude: and that 
thou go to battle in thine own perfon. 

12 So fhall we come upon him in fome place where 
he fhall be found, and we will light upon him as the 
dew falleth on the ground: and of him and of all the 
men that are with him there fhall not be lefe fo much 
as one. 

13 Moreover, if he be gotten into a city, then 
fhall all Ifrael bring ropes to that city, and we will 
draw it into the river, until there be not one fmall 
{tone found there. 

14 And Abfalom and all the men of Ifrael faid, The 
counfel of Hufhai the Archite zs betrer than the coun- 
fel of Ahithophel. For the Lorp had appointed to 
defeat the good counfcl of Ahithophel, to the intent 
that the Lorp might bring evil upon Abfalom. 

15 “ Then faid Hufhai unto Zadok and to Abia- 
thar the priefts, Thus and thus did Ahithophel coun. 
fel Abfalom and the elders of Ifrael; and thus and 
thus have I counfelled. 

16 Now therefore fend quickly, and tcll David, 
faying, Lodge not this night in the plains of the wil- 
dernefs, but fpecdily pafs over; left the king be 
peeves up, and all the people that are with 

im. 

17 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz flayed by En-ro- 
gel; for they might not be feen to come into the city: 
anda wench went and told them; and they went and 
told king David. 

18 Neverthelefs a lad faw them, and told Abfalom : 
but they went both of them away quickly, and came 
to a man’s houfe in Bahurim, which had a well in his 
court; whither they went down. 

1g And the woman took and fpread a covering 
over the well’s mouth, and fpread ground corn 
thereon ; and the thing was not Known. 

z0 And when Abfalom’s fervants came to the wo- 
man to the houfe, they faid, Where is Ahimaaz and 
Jonathan ? And the woman faid unto them, ‘They be 
gone over the brook of water. And when they had 
fought and could not find hem, they returned to 
Jerufalem. 

21 And it came to pafs, after they were departed, 
that they came up out of the well, and went and told 
king David, and faid unto David, Arife, and pals 
quickly over the water: for thus hath Ahithophel 
counfelled againft you. 

22 Then David arofe, and all the people that were 
with him, and they paffed over Jordan: by the morn- 

ing 
donbrful, even in that counfel which was approved by all the elders 
of Ifrael, and was evidently the wifeft that could be given. 

13 Lhenfeall all Ifrael bring ropes to that city, and ewe will dracy it, 
&c.] An hyperbolical expreffion of Hufhai, fuited to the infolent 
genius of Abfalom. 

16 Speedily pafi over. i. e. Pafs over Jordan, 

17 Eu-rogel, &c.| i.e. The Fuller’s well. 

18 Came to a rian's boufe in Raburim, S:c-] Fearful of being dif- 
covered, they teracd out of the public road, and haftened ro this 
village. re 
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The battle in the wood of Ephram. CHAP. XVIII. Abfalom is flain by Foab- 


Before ing light there lacked not one of them that was not Abfalom rode upon a mule, and the mule went un-_Betcre 
cya gone over Jordan der the thick boughs of a great ozk, and his head “REF 


234 And when Ahithophel faw that his counfel 
was not followed, he faddled As afs, and arofe, and 
gat him home to his houfe, to his city, and put his 
houfhold in order, and hanged himfel§ and dicd, 
and was buried inthe fepulchre of his father. 

24 Then David came to Mahanaim. And Abfa- 
lom pafled over Jordan, heand all the men of Ifracl 
with him. 

25 4 And Abfalom made Amafa captain of the hoft 
inftead of Joab; which Amafa was a man’s fon, whofe 
name was Ithraan Ifraclite,that went in to Abigail the 
daughter of Nahah, fitter to Zeruiah, Joab’s mother. 

26 So Ifrael and Abfalom pitched in the land of 
Gilead. 

27 I And it came to pafs, when David was come 
to Mahanaim, that Shobi the fon of Nahath of Rab- 
bah of the children of Ammon, and Machir the fon 
of Ammiel of Lo-debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite 
of Rogelim, 

28 Brought beds, and bafons, and earthen veffels, 
and wheat, and barley, and flour, and parched corn, 
and beans, and lentiles, and parched pulje, 

2g «nd honey, and butter, and fheep, and chcefe 
of kine, for David,and for the people that were with 
him, to eat: for they faid, The people is hungry, and 
weary, and thirfly, in the wilderncfs. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


1 David, having muflered his troops under three principal 
leaders, giveth them a ftritl charge not to hurt Abfalom. 

6 The men of Lrac are fmitteninthewoodof Ephraim. 

g Abfalom hanging by the hair of his head in an ock ts 

fiain ly Foab, and ca/? into a pit. 18 Abfalom’s place. 

19 dhimaaz and Cufhi carry tidings to David, 33 

who mourneth for Abfalom. 

ND David numbered the people that were with 
him, and fet captains of thoufands and captains 
of hundreds over them, 

2 And David fent forth a third part of the people 
under the hand of Joab, and a third part under the 
hand of Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, 
and athird part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. 
And the king faid unto the people, I will furely go 
forth with you myfelf alfo. 

3 But the people anfwered, Thou fhalt not go 
forth: for if we flee away, they will not care for us ; 
neither if half of us dic, will they care for us: but 
now ‘how ar¢worth ten thoufand of us: therefore now 
z¢zs better thatthou fuccour us out of the city. 

4 And the king faid untothem, What feemeth you 
beft I will do. And the king ftood by the gate fide,and 
all the people came out by hundreds and by thoufands. 

5 And the king commanded Joab and Abifhai 
and Ittai, faying, Deal gently for my fake with the 
young man, even with Abfalom. And all the people 
heard when the king gave all the captains charge 
concerning Abfalom. 

6 & So the people went out into the field againft 
lirael: and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ; 

7 Where the people of Ifrael were flain before the 
fervants of David, and there was there a great 
flaughter that day of twenty thoufand men. 

8 For the battle was there fcattered over the face 
ofall the country: and the wood devoured morc 
people that day than the fword devoured. 

g { And Abfalom met the fervants of David. And 


a 

- 23 And banged hinfelf, &c.] Being convinced, from the weak con- 
du& of Abfalom, that David would get the better,and he fhould be 
pert to death for his treafon, he chofe to be his own executioner. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII. 


In the tragical end of Ahithophel, we have a remarkable exampl: of 
the divine vengeance upon traiters, and thofe who form criminal 
and unjuit enterprifes. 


caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between 
the heaven and the earth; and the mule that ceas 
under him went away. 

10 Anda certain man faw 7/, and told Joab, and 
faid, Behold, I {aw Abfalom hanged in an oak. 

at And Joab faid unto the man that told him, 
And, behold, thou faweft Aim, and why didft thou 
not fmite him there to the ground ? and J would have 
given thee ten /hekels of filver, and a girdle. 

12 And the man faid unto Joab, Though I fhould 
receive a thoufand /hekels of filver in mine hand, yet 
would I not put forth mine hand againfi the king’s 
fon: for in our hearing the king charged thee and 
Abifhai and {itai, faying, Bewarethat none touch the 
young man A bfalom. 

13 Otherwife I fhouldhave wrought falfhoodagain{t 
mine ownlife: forthereis no matter kid from the king, 
and thou thyfelf wouldeft have fet thy felf againtt me. 

14 Then faid Joab, I may not tarry thus with 
thee. And he took three darts in his hand, and 
thruft them through the heart of Abfalom, while he 
was yet alive inthe midft of the oak. 

15 Andten young men that bare Joab’s armour 
compaffed about and fmote Abfalom, and flew him. 

16 And Joab blew the trumpet, and the peopie 
returned from purfuing after Ifrael: for Joab held 
back the people. 

17 And they took Abfalom, and caft him into a 
great pit in the wood, and laid avery great heap of 
{tones upon him: and all Ifrael fled every onc to his 
tent. 

18 J Now Abfalom in his lifetime had taken and 
reared up for himfelfa pillar, which /s in the king’s 
dale: for he faid, I have no fon to keep my name in 
remembrance: and he called the pillar after his own 
name: and it is called unto this day, Abfalom’s place. 

19 @ Then faid Ahimaaz the fon of Zadok, Let 
me now run, and bear the king tidings, how that the 
Lorp hath avenged him of his enemies. 

20 And Joab faid unto him, Thou fhalt not bear 
tidings this day, but thou fhalt bear tidings another 
day: but this day thou fhalt bear no tidings, becaufe 
the king’s fonis dead. 

21 Then faid Joab to Cufhi, Go tell the king 
what thou haft feen. And Cufhi bowed himfelt 
unto Joab, and ran. 

22 Then faid Ahimaaz the fon of Zadok yet again 
to Joab, But howfocver, let me, I pray thee, alfo run 
after Cufhi. And Joab faid, Wherefore wilt thou 
run, my fon, feeing that thou haft no tidings ready ? 

23 But howfoever, faid he, let me run. And he 
faid uuto him, Run. Then Ahimaaz ran by the way 
of the plain, and overran Cufhi. 

24 And David fat between the two gates: and the 
watchman went up to the roof over the gate unto 
the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and looked, and be- 
hold a man running alone. 

25 And the watchman cried, and told the king. 
And the king faid, If he de alone, there zs tidings in 
his mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. 

26 And the watchman faw another man running: 
and the watchman called unto the porter, and faid, 
Behold another man running alone. And the king 
faid, He alfo bringeth tidings. 2 

27 And the watchman faid, Me thinketh the run- 


ning of the foremoft is like the running of Ahimaaz 
the 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 
1 And fet captains of thoufands and cuptains of hundreds, SC.) 1. © 
Formed them into regiments and companies. 
8 The evied devoured mare people that day that the favird devaured.} 
That is there were more flain in the wood, than in the field of battle. 
16 Yoab held back the perple.| Which was a sing right: he knew 
the people were drawn into the rebellion, and would return to their 
duty, having now no leader. 
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David's mourning for Abfalom. Il. SAMUEL, The Ifraclites carneft for the hing’s return, 


8 Then the king arofe, and fatin the gate. And Before 


Before the fon of Zadok. And the king faid, He zs a good 


phibofheth cometh to meet David, and complaineth of 
his fervant's treachery; half his land is reftorcd to 
him. 31 Barzillat attendeth the hing ovcr Fordan, 
and is gratefully difmiffid ; Chimham ts recevved into 
the king’s family. 41 The men of Ifrael expoflulate 
with the men of Fudah for not calling them to take 
part in bringing back the king. 
ND it was told Joab, Behold, the king weepeth 
and mourneth for Abfalom. 

2 And the vi@ory that day was ¢ured into mourn- 
ing unto all the people: for the people heard fay 
that day how the king was grieved for his fon. 

3 And the people gat them by ftealth that day into 
the city, as people being afhamed fteal away when 
they flee in battle. 

4 But the king covered his face, and the king cried 
with a loud voice, O my fon Abfalom, O Abfalom, 
my fon, my fon! - 

5 And Joab came into the houfe to the king, and 
faid, Thou haft fhamed this day the faces of all thy 
fervants, which this day have faved thy life, and the 
lives of thy fons and of thy daughters, and the lives 
of thy wives, and the lives of thy concubines ; 

6 In that thou loveft thine enemies, and hateft thy 
friends. For thou haft declarcd this day, that thou 
regardeft neither princes nor fervants: for this day I 
perceive, that if Abfalom had lived, and all we had 
died this day, then ithad pleafed thee well. 

7 Now therefore arife, go forth, and {peak comfort- 
ably unto thy fervants: for I fwear by the Lorn, if 
thou go not forth, there will not tarry one with thee 
this night: and that will be worfe unto thee than all 
the evil that befel thee from thy youth until now. 


a 

29 J knew not what itwas.] Ahimaaz diflembled the knowledge 
of Abfalom’s death. 

33 O my fox Abfalor, &c.} Sure nothing can be more moving and 
pathetic than the words uttered by David on this folemn eccafion ; 
his grief was doubtlefs increafed, from refleéting that himfelf, by 
reafon of his own fin, in the cafe of Uriah, had been the unhappy in- 
ftrument and occafion of his fon’s death. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XVII 


Hence we may obferve, that divine vengeance will fooner or later 
overtake difobedient and-rebel}ious children: and alfo remark 
the extreme tendernefs of David for Abfalom, though he was a 


wicked and unnatural child. 


which ccas of Bahurim, hafted and came down with 
the men of Judah to meet king David. ; 
17 And there were a thoufand men of Benjamin 


with him, and Ziba the fervant of the houfe of Saul, - 


and his fifteen fons and his twenty fervants with him; 
and they went over fordan before the king. 

18 And there went over a ferry boat to carry over 
the king’s houfhold, and to do what he thought good. 
And Shimei the fon of Gera fell down before the 
king, as he was come over Jordan; 

1g And faid unto the king, Let not my lord im- 
pute iniquity unto me, neither do thou remember 
that which thy fervant did perverfly the day that my 
lord the king went out of Jerufalem, that the king 
fhould take it to his heart. : 

20 For thy fervant doth know that I have finned: 
therefore,behold,I am-‘come the firfl this day of all the 
houfe of Jofeph to go down to meet my lord the king. 

21 But Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah anfwered and 
faid, Shall not Shimei be put to death for this, be- 
caufe he curfed the Lorn’s anointed? . 

22 And David faid, What have I to do with you; 
ye fons of Zeruiah, that ye fliouid this day be adyet- 


farics unto me? fhall there any man be put to death, 
this davin Ifrael? for do not I know that I am this” 


day king over frac} ? 

23 Therefore the king faid unto Shimei, Thon 
fhalc not die. And the king fware unto him. 

24 @ And Mephibofheth the fon of Saul came 
downto meet the king, and had ncither dreffed his 
feet, nor trimmed his. beard, nor wafhed his clothes, 
from the day the king departed untilthe day he came 
again in peace. 

25 And 








EXPLANATORY NOTES os CHAP. AIX. 


8 Sat in the gate, &¢.] ‘This was-a f{pacious place, and the fame 
asthe exchange or forum among the Romans. ‘ 
13 Inthe rosm of Forubs.| It feems David was now refolved to dif 
mils Joab from being his general : he was grown infufterably infolent 
and imperiouss-had flain Abner and Abfalons, contrary to the king’s 
confent, and even infulted over his fovercign. To fu:h a height of 
arrogance will minifters fometimes arrive, when they find that their 
fervice is become neceffary to their prince. ot 
22%e fous of Zerniah, &c ] Who thought to govern all David's 
affairs as they pleafed ; but in a difdainful manner he bids them flarnd 
afide, and not meddle in this matter. so 
5 26 Tis 


CHRIST an, and cometh with good tidings. they told unto all the people, faying, Behold, the king CHRISp 

28 And Ahimaaz called, and faid unto the king, fj doth fitinthe gate. And allthe people came before *°*2 
All is well. And he fell down to the earth upon his [{ the king: for Ifrael had fled every man to his tent. 
face betore the king, and faid, Bleffed 4e the Lorn g © And all the people were at ftrife throughout + 
thy God, which hath deliveredup the men that lifted [{ all the tribes of Mfrael, faying, The king faved us out 
up their hand againft my lord the king. of the hand of our enemies, and he delivered us out 

29 And the king faid, Is the young man Abfalom |] of the hand of the Philiftines ; and now he is fled out 
fafe? And Ahimaaz anfwered, When Joab fent the J] of the land for Abfalom. 
king’s fervant, and me thy fervant, I faw a great tu- 10 And Abfalom, whom we anointed over us, is 
mult, but I knew not what zt was. deadin battle. Now thercfore why fpeak ye not a 

30 And the king faid unto him, Turn afide, and {{ word of bringing the king back ? 
ftand here. And he turned afide, and ftood ftill. 11 § And king David fent to Zadok and to Abi- 

31 And, behold, Cufhicame; and Cufhi faid, Tid- |} athar the priefts, faying, Speak unto‘the elders of Ju- 
ings, my lord the king: for the Lorp hath avenged Jidah, faying, Why are ye the laft to bring the king 
.thee this day of all them that rofe up againfl thee. back to his houfe? feeing the fpeech of ali Ifracl is 

32 And the king faid unto Cufhi, /s the young |} come to the king, even to his houfe. 

‘man Abfalom fafe ? And Cufhi anfwered, The ene~ 12 Yeare my brethren, ye are my bones and my 

mics of my lord the king, and all that rife againft {| flefh: wherefore then arc yc the laft to bring back 

thee to do thee hurt, be as ‘hat young manzs. the king ? 

33 And the king was much moved, and went up 13 And fay ye to Amafa, Art thou not of my 
to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and as he }} bone, and of my flefh ? God do foto me, and more 
went, thus he faid, O my fon Abfalom, my fon, my ffalfo, if thou be not captain of the hoft before me 
fon Abfalom! would God I had died for thee, oO continually in the room of Joab, 

Abfalom, my fon, my fon! 14 And he bowed the heart of all the men of Judah, 

. even as the heart of one man; fo that they fent cars 
C2 ee Se ee : ate ‘ word untothe king, Return thou, and all thi fi Kort nis. 

x Foab by threats forecth David to cease mourning. 9 15 So the king rcturned,-and came to 1ettant 
The Ifraclites are earncft to bring the king back. 43) And Judah came to Gilgal, to go to meet the king, 
David fendeth fo the pricfis to incite the men of Fudah. Wiig condu@ the king over Jordan. ‘ 
16 Shimci making fubmiffion is pardoned. 24 Me- 16 @ And Shimei the fon of Gera, a Benjamitey« 
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25 And it came to pafs, when he was come to Je- 
atall of the king’s cof? or hath he given us any gilt 


43 And the men of Hracl anfwered the meno 
Judah, and faid, We havc ten parts in the king, and 
we have alfo more right in David than ye: why then 
did ye defpife us, that our advice fhould not be firlt 
had in bringing back our king? And the words of 
the men of Judah were fiercer than the words of the 
men of Ifrael. 

C H A P. AX. 

1 Sheba revolteth with the men of Ifrael. 3 David on 
his return to Ferufalem fhuiteth up his ten concubines 
Sor life. 4 Amafa, made captain of the hoft, is flain by 
Foub. 14 Faab purfueth Shebrto Abel. 16 By the 
perfuafions of a wife woman, Sheba’sheadisthrown over 
the wall, and the city faved. 23 David's great officers. 

we D there happened to be therea man of Belial, 

whofe name was Sheba, the fon of Bichri, a 

Benjamite: and he blew atrumpet, and faid, We have 

no part in David, neither have we inheritance in the 

fon of Jeffe: cvery man to his tents, O Hfrae). 

+ 2 So every man of Ifrael went up from after David, 
and followed Sheba the fon of Bichri: but the men 
of Judah clave unto their king, from Jordan even 
to Jerufalem. 

3 I And Davidcame tohishoufe at ferufalem; and 
theking tookthe ten women his concubines, whom he 
had left to keep the houfe, and put them in ward, and 
fedthem, but went notin unto them. Sothey were fhut 
up unto the day of their death, living in widowhood. 

4 @ Then faid the king to Amafa, Affemble mec 
the men of Judah within three days, and be thou 
here prefent. 

§ So Amafa went to affemble che men of Judah : 
but he tarried longer than the fet time which he had 
appointed him. 

6 And David faidto Abifhai, Now fhall Sheba the 
fon of Bichri do us more harm than did Abfalom: 
take thou thy lord’s fervants, and purfue after him, 
left he get him fenced cities, and efcape us. 

7 And there went out after him Joab’s men, and 
the Cherethires, and the Pelethites, and all the mighty 
men: and they went out of Jerufalem, to purfue alter 
Sheba the fon of Bichri. 

8 When they were at the great ftone which 7s in 
Gibeon, Amafa went before them. And Joab’s gar- 
ment that he had put on was girded unto him, and 
upon ita girdle with a fword faftened upon his loins 
in the fheath thereof; and as he went forth it feli out. 

g And Joab faid to Amafa, Aré thou in health, my 
brother? And Joab took Amafa by the beard with 
the right hand to kifs him. 

10 But Amafa took no heed to the fword that sus 
in Joab’s hand: fo he fmote him therewith in the fifth 
rid, and fhed out his bowels to the ground, and flruck 
.bim not again; and he died. So Joab and Abifhai 
his brother purfued after Sheba the fon of Bichri. 

11 And one of Joab’s men that ftood by him, faid, 
He that favoureth Joab, and he thatzs for David, let 
him go after Joab. 

12 And Amafa wallowcd in blood in the midft of 
the highway. And when the man faw that all the 
people ftood ftill, he removed Amafa out of the high- 
way into the field, and caft a cloth upon him, when 


he faw that every one that came by him ftood ftill. 
13 When 


Wherefore wenteft not thouwith me, Mephibofheth? 

26 And he anfwered, My lord, O king, my fer- 
vant deceived mc: for thy fervant faid, I will faddle 
me anafs, that I may ride thereon, and go to the 
king; becaufe thy fervant zs lame. 

27 And he hath flandered thy fervant unto my lord 
the king; but my lord the king zs as an angel of God: 
do therefore what is good in thine eyes. 

28 For all of my father’s houfe were but dead men 
before my lord the king: yct didft thou fet thy fer- 
vant among them that did eat at thine own table. 
What right therefore have I yet to cry any more unto 
the king ? 

2g And the king faid unto him, Why fpeakeft thou 
any more of thy matters? I have faid, Thou and 
Ziba divide the land. 

go And Mephibotheth faid unto the king, Yea, let 
him take all, forafmuch as my lord the king: is come 
again in peace unto his own houfe. 

ar @ And Barzillaithe Gileadite came down from 
Rogelim, and went over Jordan with the king, to 
conduét him,over Jordan. 

32 Now Barzillai was a very aged man, even four- 
{core years old: and he had provided the king of| 
fuftenance while he lay at Mahanaim; for he was a 
very great man. : 

33 And the king faid unto Barzillai, Come thou over 
with me, and I will feed thee with me in Jerufalem. 

34 And Barzillai faid unto the king, How long 
have I to Jive, that I fhould go up with the king unto 
Jerufalem ? 

35 I am this day fourfcore years old: and can I] 
difcern between good and evil? can thy fervant tafte 
what I eat or what I drink ? can I any more hear the 
voice of Gnging men and finging women? whercfore 
then fhould thy fervant be yet a burden unto my lord 
the king? . 

36 Thy fervant will go a little way over Jordan 
with the king: and why fhould the king recompenfe 
ie me with fuch a reward ? 

37 Let thy fervant, I pray thee, turn back again, 

that I may die in mine own city, and be durted by the 
grave of my father and of my mother. But behold 
thy fervant Chimham ; let him go over with my lord 
the king ; and do to him what fhall feem geod unto 
thee. 
38 And the king anfwered, Chimham fhall go over 
with me, and I will do to him that which fhall feem 
good unto thee: and whatfoever thou fhalt require 
of me, that will I do for thee. 

3g And all the people went over Jordan. And 
when the king wascome over, the kingkiffed Barzillai, 
and bleffed him ; and he returned unto his own place. 

40 Then the king went on to Gilgal, and Chimham 
went on with him: and all the people of Judah con- 
du&ted the king, and alfo half the people of Ifrael, 

41% And, behold, all the men of Ifrael came to 
the king, and faid unto the king, Why have our bre- 
thren the men of Judah ftolen thee away, and have 
brought the king, and his houfhold, and all David’s 
men with him over Jordan? / 

42 And all the men of Judah anfwered the men of 
Ifrael, Becaufe the king zs near of kin to us: where- 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 


1 We have x2 part in David, &c.] In other words, Let the men 
of Judah have him to themfelves: he careth nor for us, nor do we fox 


him. . 
5 Hetarried Imger, &c.] Being harraffed by the late civil waz, 
the people were nor fo forward ro engage in another. 
6 Thy lord's fervants, &c.] ive. Uhe guards chat attended David, 


and the flanding forces, ch were always kept on oor. 
b 


26 Thy frvantfaid, 1 will faddle mean afs, &c.] He ordered 
Ziba to do it; who saddled it for himfelf, and went with his falfe 
report to the king. 

69 Vhou and Lida divide the land.] The fame as if he had fai’, 
My fir grant fhall ftfand, when he decreed that Mephibotheth 
f.ould be lord of the land, and Ziba fhould manage it for him. . 

43 dn the bingy &c.J Signifying the kingdom. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. NIX. 








Thus by the complaints made by the peopic of Ifrael concerning 8 Amaya event before bir, &e.] He took upon him the commard 
David, there arofe a divifion between the ten tribes and thofe of ff in chick 
Judah and Benjamin, which afterwards gave occafion to the Foah took Amafa by the teard, &.Y At this dav the Indians take 
revolt under Rehoboam. one another Ly the chin, when they would give an hearty falure. 
J 41 34. Une 
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13 When he was removed out of the highway, all! 


the fon of Bichri. 

14 § And he went through all the tribes of Ifrael 
unto Abel, and to Beth-maachah, and all the Berites: 
and they were gathered, together, and went alfo after 
him. 

1g And they came and befieged him in Abel of 
Beth-maachah, and they caft up a bank againft the 
city, and it flood inthe trench: and all the peoplethat 
were with Joab battered the wall, to throw it down. 

164 Then cried a wife woman out of the city, 
Hear, hear; fay, I pray you, unto Joab, Come near 
hither, that I may fpeak with thee. 

17 And whien he was come near unto her, the wo- 
man faid, Art thou Joab? And he anfwered, I am 
he. Then fhe faid unto him, Hear the words of thine 
handmaid. And he anfwered, I do hear. 

18 Then fhe {pake, faying, They were wont to 
fpeak in old time, faying, They fhall furely afk coun- 
Jel at Abel: and fo they ended the matter. 

19 I am one of them that are peaceable and faithful 
in Ifrael : thou feekeft to deftroy a city and a mother 


in Ifrael: why wilt thou fwallow up the inheritance} 


of the Lorp ? 

20 And Joab anfwered and faid, Far be it, far be 
it from me, that I fhould {wallow up or deftroy. 

21 The matter zs not fo: but a man of mount 
Ephraim, Sheba the fon of Bichri by name, hath 
lifted up his hand againft the king, cven againft Da~ 
vid: deliver him only, and I will depart from the city. 
And the woman faid unto Joab, Behold, his head 
fhall be thrown to thee over the wall. 

22 Then the woman went unto all the people in 
her wifdom. And they cut off the head of Sheba the 
fon of Bichri, and caft zt out to Joab. And he blewa 
trumpet, and they retired from the city, every man to 
histent. And Joabreturnedto Jerufalemuntothe king. 

23 & Now Joab was overall the hoft of Ifrael: and 
Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada was over the Chereth- 
ites and over the Pclethites : 

24 And Adoram was over the tribute: and Jeho- 
fhaphat the fon of Ahilud was recorder: 

25 And Sheva was {cribe: and Zadok and Abia- 
thar were the priefts: 

26 And Iraalfothe. Jairite was a chief ruler about 
David. 

C H A P. XXI. 


1 The three years’ famine on account of the Giéconiles 
ceafeth upon hanging feven of Saul’s fons. 10 Rizpah’s 
care for their dead bodies. 12 David burieth thir bones 
with thofe of Saul and Fonathan in the fepulchre of 
Kifh. 15 In four battles againft the Philiftines four of 
David's mighty men flay four giants. 

HEN there was a famine in the days of David 
three years, year afteryear; and David enquired 

of the Lorp. And the Lorn anfwered, J/¢ zs for Saul, 
and forhisbloody houfe,becaufe he flew theGibeonites. 
2 And the king called the Gibeonites, and faid unto 
them; (now the Gibeonites were not of the children of 


14 Unto Abel, and to Betk-maachah, &c.] i.e. Unto Abel Beth- 
maachah ; for they were one and the fame place. 

18 They foall furcly af connfel at Abel, Sec.) Certainly the tranflation 
in the margin of our bibles is moft natural: When the people faw 
them lay fiege to the city, they faid, Surely he will afk, 1f we will 
have peace; for the Jaw preferibes, that he fhould offer peace to 
ftrangers, much more then to Ifraelitifh cities. If he would once do 
this, we fhould bring things to an amicable agreement. 

21.4 man of mount Ephraim, &c.] He lived there itis fuppofed. 

24 ddoram was over the wibute, &¢.] A treafurer, or receiver of 
the king’s revenue. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XxX. 

Ir fhould be remembered that God fent the forementioned evils upon 
David, tohumble him, and make him fen‘ible of his fin; with the 
fame defign he chaftifes finners ; when they improve by his cor- 

“ye€tions, he pardons them, as he pardoned David, and re-eftablifh- 
ed him in his kingdom. 
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Irae], but of the remnant of the Amorites; 


Seven of Saul’s for’s hangecn 


« 


= 


‘d 


and the Boro 


children of Ifracl had {worn unto them: and Saul CERisr 


fought to flay them in Lis zeal to the children of IfL 
rael and Judah.) 

3 Wherefore David faid untothe Gibconites, What 
fhall I do for you? and wherewith fhall I make the a- 
toncment,thatye mayblefsthe inheritance ofthe Lonp? 

4 And the Gibconites faid unto him, We will have 
no filver nor gold of Saul, nor of his houfe; neither 
for us fhalt thou kill any man in Ifrael. And he 
faid, What ye fhall fay, ¢/aé will I do foryou. 

5 And they anfwered the king, The man that con- 
fumed us, and that devifed againft us shaé we fhould be 
deftroyed fromremaining in any ot the coalts of Iirael, 

6 Let feven men of his fons be delivered unto us, 
and we will hang them up unto the Lorn in Gibeah 
of Saul, whom the Lorp did choofe. And the king 
faid, I will give chem. 

7 Butthe king fpared Mephibofheth,.the fon of 
Jonathan the fon of Saul, becaufe of the Loro’s oath 
that was between them, between David and Jonathan 
the fon of Saul. 

8 But the king took the two fons of Rizpah the 
daughter of Aiah, whom fhe bare unto Saul, Armoni 
and Mephibofheth; and the five fons of Michal the 
daughter of Saul, whom fhe brought up for Adricl 
the fon of Barzillaithe Mcholathite: 

g And he delivered them into the hands of the 
Gibeonites, and they hanged them in the hill before 
the Lorp: and they fell ¢// {even together, and were 
put to death in the days of harveft, in the firft days, 
in the beginning of barley harveft. 

10g And Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took fack- 
cloth, and fpread it for herupon the rock, from the 
beginning of harveft until water dropped upon them 
out of heaven, and fuffered neither the birds of the 
air to reft on them by day, nor the bealts of the field 
by night. 

iz And it was told David what Rizpah the 
daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done. 

12 G And David went and took the bones of Saul 
and the bones of Jonathan his fon from the men of 
Jabefh-gilead, which had ftolen them from the ftrect 
of Beth-fhan, where the Philiftines had hanged them, 
when the Philiftines had flain Saul in Gilboa: 

13 And he brought up from thence the bones of 
Sauland the bones of Jonathan his fon; and they 
gathered the bones of them that were hanged. 

14 And the bones of Saul and Jonathan his -fon 
buried they in the country of Benjamin in Zelah, in 
the fepulchre of Kifh his father: and they performed 
allthat the king commanded. And after that God 
was intreated for the land. 

15 §& Moreover the Philiftines had yet war again 
with Ifrael; and David went down, and his fervants 
with him, and fought againft the Philiflines: and 
David waxcd faint. 

16 And Ifhbi-benob, which was of the fons of the 
giant, the weight of whofe {pear werghked three hun- 
dred /Rekels of brafs in weight, he being girded with 
a new fecord, thought to have flain David. 
‘ 17 But 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXL 

1 David enquired of the Lord, &c.] He enquired the nature of the 
fin for which fo grievous a punifiment was infli ted. 

3 What frall [do for you? &c.} ‘Vhe reafon was undoubtedly jut 
for humouring the Gibconites herein, for they had been modei un- 
der their fufferings, and never made any complaint to David of the 
injuries that had been done the:n. 

SThe five fins of Michal, &e.) This Michal was not the wife of 
Adriel, but Merab ; yet thofe children which \Jerab had by Adriel, 
Michal brought up; and whoever brings up a pupil in his houfe, is 
faid to have begotten him in feripturc. 

Hr delirvertd thom iva the Lange of the Ciicovites, &0.] In obedi- 
ence to the will of God, who had both directed and warranted hin 
fo to do, this was performed accordingly. 

10 From the legivning uf harett until » drrpped, 8&0) Frem the 
beginning of harveft all God intreated for the land, aud was 
pleafet to fend them r.is, the bodies hurg. 
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David's pfalm of thankfgiving 


CHAP. XXII. 


for God's mighty deliverances. 





Before 17 But Abifhaithe fon of Zeruiah fuccoured him, 
cHRISTand {mote the Philiftine, and killed him. Then the 
118. yen of David {ware unto him, faying, Thou fhalt go 
no more out with us to battle, that thou quench not 

the light of Ifrael. 

18 And it came to pafs after this, that there was 
again a battle with the Philiftines at Gob: then Sib- 
bechai the Hufhathite flew Saph, which cvas of the 
fons of the giant. 

1g And there was again a battle in Gob with the 
Philiftines, where Elhanan the fon of Jaare-oregim, 
a Beth-lehemite, flew the brother of Goliath the Gittite, 
the ftaff of whofe fpear was like a weaver’s beam. 

20 And there was yet a battle in Gath, where was 
aman of great ftature, that had on every hand fix 
fingers, and on every foot fix toes, four and twenty 
in number: and he alfo was born to the giant. 

21 And when he defied Ifrael, Jonathan the fon 
of Shimea the brother of David flew him. 

22 Thefe four were born to the giant of Gath, and 
fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of his 
fervants. 


C H A P. XXII. 


1 David's pfalm of thank{giving for God’s mighty deli- 
verance and manifold bleffings. 


ND David fpake unto the Lorp the words of 


this fong in the day that the Lorp had delivered 


him out of the hand of all his enemies, and out of 


the hand of Saul: é 

2 And he faid, The Lorp Zs my rock, and my 
fortrefs, and my deliverer ; ; 

3 The God of my rock; in him will I truft: he 
zs my fhield, and the horn of my falvation, my high 
tower, and my refuge, my faviour; thou faveft me 
from violence. 

4 I will call on the Lorn, who zs worthy to be 
praifed: fo fhall I be faved from mine enemies. 

5 When the waves of death compaffed me, the 
floods of ungodly men made me afraid ; 

6 he forrows of hell compafled me about; the 
{nares of death prevented me; 

7 In my diftrefs I called upon the Lorn, and cried 


tomy God: and he did hear my voice out of his 


temple, and my cry dzd enter into his ears. 


8 ‘Then the earth fhook and trembled: the foun- 
dations of heaven moved and fhook, becaufe he was 


wroth. 


g There went upafmoke out of his noftrils, and fire 


out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it: 

10 He bowed the heavens alfo, and came down ; 
and darknefs was under his feet. 

tr Andhe rode uponachcrub, and did fly: and 
he was feen upon the wings of the wind. 

12 snd he made darknefs pavilions round about 
him, dark waters, and thick clouds of the fkies. 

13 Through the brightnefs before him were coals 
cf fire kindled. : 

14 The Lorp thundered from heaven, and the 
molt high uttered his voice. . 

15 And he fent out arrows, and fcattered them 3 
lightning, and difcomfited them. 

16 And the channels of the fea appeared, the foun- 
dations of the world were difcovered, at the rebuking 
of the Lorp, at the blaft of the breath ofhis noftrils. 


17 Tésat thon quench not the lizht of lfvael.) The good kings are in 
{cripture juflly called the light of the people, 1 Aimgs xi. 36. Pfalm 
exxxvil. 17. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXII. 
Yience we may learn, thar the violation of oaths brings down the 

judgments of God ; and that wicked men draw all kinds of mis- 

fortunes upon themfelves and their offspring. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIL 


1 And David fpake unto the Lord the words of this foug, &c.] The 


cightcenth pfalm and this are nearly the fame. The nobleft image 
that was ever expreffed in words is contained in this divine odc. 










17 He fent from above, he took me: he drew me Before 
out of many waters ; CHRIST 

18 He delivered me from my ftrong enemy, and *°** 
from them that hated me: for they were too ftrong 
for me. 

igThey prevented me in the day of miy calamity : 
but the Lorp was my ftay. 

20 He brought me forth alfo into a large place: 
he delivered me, becaufe he delighted in me. 

21 The Lorxp rewarded me according to my 
righteoufnefs: according to the cleannefs of m 
hands hath he recompenfed me, 

22 For I have kept the ways of the Lorp,and have 
not wickedly departed from my God. 

23 For all his judgments were before me: and as 


for his ftatutes, I did not depart from them. 


24 I was alfo upright before him, and have kept 
mytelf from mine iniquity. 

25 Therefore hath the Lorp recompenfed me ac 
cording to my righteoufnefs: according to my clean- 
nefs in his eye fight. 

26 With the merciful thou wilt fhew thyfelf mer- 
ciful, end with the upright man thou wilt fhew thyfelf 
upright. 

27 With the pure thou wilt fhew thyfelf pure: and 
with the froward thou wilt fhew thyfelf unfavoury. 

28 And the affli&ed people thou wilt fave: but 
thine eyes are upon the haughty, that thou mayeft 
bring them down. 

29 For thou avtmy lamp, O Lorn: andthe Lorp 
will lighten my darknefs. 

30 For by thee 1 have run through a troop: by 
my God have J leaped over a wall. 

31 As for God, his way is perfe&t; the word of 
the Lorn is tried: he zs a buckler to all them that 
truft in him, 

32 For whozs God, fave the Lorp? and who zs 
a rock, fave our God? 

33 Godis my ftrength and power: and he maketh 
my way perfeét. 

34 He maketh my feet like hind’s feet: and fetteth 
me upon my high places. 

35 He teacheth my hands to war; fo that a bow 
of fteel is broken by mine arms. 

36 Thou haft alfo given me the fhield of thy fal- 
vation: and thy gentlenefs hath made me great. 

37 Thou haft enlarged my fieps under me; {fo 
that my feet did not flip. 

38 I have purfued mine enemies, and deftroyed 
them; and turned not again until I had confumed 
them, 

39 And I have confumed them, and wounded them, 
thatthey could not arife: yea, they are fallen under 
my feet. 

40 For thou haft girded me with ftrength to battle: 
them that rofe up againftme thou haft fubdued under 
me. 

41 Thou haft alfo given me the necks of mine 
enemies, that I might deftroy them that hate me. 

42 They looked, but there was none to fave ; even 
unto the Lorn, but he anfwered them not. 

43 Then did I beat them as fmall as the duft of the 
earth, I did ftamp them as the mire of the ftreet, and 
did fpread them abroad. 


44 Thou alfo haft delivered me from the eres 
° 


4 Sefeall Ibe fawd, &c.] Provided I call upon the Lord. 

8 The feundations of heaven moved, &c-] i.e. The roots and foun- 
dations of the mountains. 

17 Many waters.) A figure implying innumerable dangers, pour- 
ing in upon him like many waters, and overflowing him. 

22 LT have kept the ways of the Lerd, &c.] David took no unlaw- 
ful courfes to prcferve himfelf. 
27 With the fioward thou wilt foew thyplf unfavoury.) In the 


pfalms the reading is better, «* With the froward thou wilt fhew thy- 


felf froward.” P 
30 Ry the! have run thringh atrop, &c.] U have efcaped dangers, 


and fubdtued eneinies. _ 
44 Dhow 


David's laft words. 


Before 
CHRIST 


3018. 


of my people, thou haft kepr me 40 4c head’of the hea- 
then: a people which I knew not fhall ferve mg. 

45 Strangers fhall fubmit themfelves unto me: as 
foon as they hear, they fhall be obedient unto me. 

46 Strangers fhall fade away, and they fhall be 
afraid out of their clofe places. 

47 The Lorp liveth ; and bleffed Ze my rock ; and 
exalted be the God of the rock of my falvation. 

48 Ic #s God that avengeth me, and that bringeth 
down the people under me. : . 

49 And that bringeth me forth from mine enemies: 
thou alfo hait lifred me up on high above them that 
rofe up againft me: thou haft delivered me from the 
violent man. 

50 Therefore I will give thanks unto thee, O 
Lorp, among the heathen, and I will fing praifes 
unto thy name. ashe 

51 He isthe tower of falvation for his king: and 
fheweth mercy to his anointed, unto David, and to his 


feed for evermore. 
CHA P. XXUI. 


1 David's laft words, fetting forth the happiuefs of the juft 
man, and the different flate of the wicked. 8 Acala- 
logue of David's mighty men. 


OW thefe de the laft words of David. David the 

fon of Jeffe faid, and the man who was raifed up 

on high, the anointed of the God of Jacob, and the 
{weer Pfalmift of Ifrael, faid, ; 

2 The Spirit of the Lorp fpake by me, and his 
word was in my.tongue. _ ; 

3 The God of Ifrael faid, the Rock of Hrael fpake 
to me, He that ruleth over men m/f? de juft, ruling in 
the fear of God. : 

4 And be faall be as the light ofthe morning, when 
the fun rifeth, evena morning without clouds ; asthe 
tender grafs /pringing out of the earth by clear fhining 
after rain. : 

's Although my houfe de not fo with God; yet he 
hath made with mean everlafting covenant, ordered in 
all ¢bings,and fure: for tbs ¢s all my falvation, and all 
my defire, although he make # not to grow. 

6 But she fous of Belial /ball de all of them as thorns 
thruft away, becaufe they cannot be taken with hands : 

7 But the man ¢hat vail touch them muft be fenced 
with iron and the ftaff ofa {pear ; and they fhall be ur- 
terly burned with fire in the /ame place. 

8 @ Thefe Je the names of the mighty men whom 


David had: The Tachmonite that fat in the feat, chief 


among the captains; the fame wes Adino the Eznite: 
be lift up bis pear againit eight hundred, whom he flew 
at one time. 

g And after him was Eleazar the fon of Dodo the 
Ahohite, ove of the three mighty men with David, when 
they defied the Philiftines ‘bat were there gathered to- 
gether to battle, and the men of Ifrael were gone away: 

10 He arofe, and fmore the Philiftines until his 
hand was weary, and his hand clave unto the fword: 
and the Lorn wrought a great victory that day; and 
the people returned after him only to fpoil. 

ax And after him was Shammah the fon of Agee 
the Hararite. And the Philiftines were gathered to- 


44 Thou haft hept me to be bead of the heathen, &c.] An allufion to 
the enlargement of his kingdom, by fubduing the heathen under 
him. 

49 Vielent mat.] ‘This is Saul he means. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XXII. 
In this fong we fee the miferable condition of the ungodly ; fince 


when they are in diftrefs, there is none to deliver them; and 
when they cry to the Lord he will not hear them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXIII 


Although uty boufe be nck fo with God; yet he hath made with me 
an everlafting covenant, &c.) i.e.» Although fome afliéticns have be- 
fallen me, and all my defires have not flourifhed, yet he hath not 
taken his mercies from me, nor withdrawn his favcurs, 

4 
















Ir SAMUEL. Acatalogue of David's mighty men, 


gether into a troop, where was a piece of ground full beters 
of lentiles : and the people fled from the Pailiftines, CHRIST 

12 But he ftood in the midft of the ground, and rer 

defended it, and flew the Philiflines: and the Lory 
wrought a great victory. 
_ 13 And three of the thirty chicf went down, and 
came to David in the harveft time unto the cave of 
Adullam: and the troop of the Philifiines picched in 
the valley of Rephaim. 

14 And David was then in an hold, and the garrifon 
of the Philiftines wes then zz Beth-lchem, 

15 And David longed and faid, Oh that one would 
give me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lchem, 
which zs by the gate. 

16 And the three mighty men brake through the 
hoft of the Philiftines, and drew water out of the 
well of Beth-lehem, that zas by the gate, and rook #7, 
and brought ¢# to David: neverthelefs he would not 
drink thereof, but poured it our unto the Lorp.. 

17 And he faid, Beit far from me, O Lorp, that I 
fhould do this: zs zo¢ this the blood of the men that 
went in jeopardy of their lives? therefore he would 
not drink it. Thefe things did thefe three mighty 
men. 

18 And Abifhai, the brother of Joab, the fon of 
Zeruiah, was chief among three. And he lifted up 
his fpear againft three hundred, avd flew ¢hem, and 
had the name among three. 

1g Was he nor moft honourable of three? therefore 
he was their captain: howbeic he attained not unto 
the fiv/ three. 

20 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, the fon of a 
valiant man, of Kabzeel, who had done many atts, he 
flew two lion-like men of Moab: he went down alfo 
and flew a lion in the midft of a pit in time of fnow. 

21 And he flew an Egyptian, a goodly man: and 
the Egyptian hada fpear in his hand; but he wentdown 
to him with a ftaff, and plucked the fpear out of the 
Egyptian’s hand, and flew him with his own {pear. 

22 Thefe sbings did Benaiah the fon of Jehuiaca, 
and had the name among three mighty men. 

23 He was more honourable than the chiriy, but he 
attained not to the jix# three. And David ft him 
over his guard. 

24 Afahel the brother of Joab was one of the thir 
ty; Elhanan the fon of Dodo of Beth-Ichem, 

25 Shammah the Harodite, Elika the Harodite, 

26 Helez the Paltite, Ira the fon of Ikkefh the Te- 
koite, 

27 Abiezer the Ancthothite, Mebunnai the Hufha- 
thite, 

28 Zalmon the Ahoire, Maharai the Netophathite, 

29 Heleb the fon of Baanah, a Netophathire, Itai 
the fon of Ribai out of Gibeah of the children of Ben- 


jamin, 


30 Benaiah the Pirathonite, Hiddai of the brooks 


of Gaath, 
31 Abi-albon the Arbathire. Azmaveth the Bar- 


humite, 
ge Eliahba the Shaalbonite, of the fons of Jafhen, 


Jonathan, 
33 Shaamah the Hararite, Ahiam the fon of Sharar 


the Hararite. 
34 Elipheler 


7 The maz that foal! tuuh thes mu? be fered with ner, 00.) 
That is, if any one meddle with then, it mu be at his peril. 

8 Thefe be the names of the mighty mu, &ee} ‘The original, Mr, 
Kennicot has with great ingenuity and indaftry corrected, and given 
us this tranflation; ‘Thefe are the mames of the mightv men whom 
David had: Jefhubeam the Hachmenite, chisf ef the three; he 
lifted up his fpear againft three hundred foldiers at one time. "Phis 
is nearly correfpondent to 1 Chiov. xi. 15. oe 

17 ds wet this the blood of the sexy Sv.\ David looked open it no 
longer as water, but as the bles) of thofe men who fetched it ur tae 
hazard of their lives. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAMP. XNIIL 

2 OL hicfly to prize Spi- 
3 and that his flavour is 
*, thae fear him. 


EXVPLANATCRY 














From this chapter we may learn : 
ritual bleffings, and thank 
heifowed upon thefs, and the 
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David Jendeth Foab to number the people. CH A P. XXIV. 
Before = 4 Elipheletthe fon of Ahafbai, the fon of the Ma- [| word of the Lorp came unto the prophet Gad, Da-_Before 
CHRIST . hathite, Eliam the fon of Ahithophcl the Gilonite, || vid’s feer, faying, ie mea 


3037- 


35 Uezrai the Carmelite, Paarai the Arbite, 

36 Igal the fonof Nathanof Zobah, Bani the Gadite, 

37 Zelck the Ammonite, Nahari the Beerothite, 
armourbearer to Joab the fon of Zeruiah, 

38 Iraan Ithrite, Gareb an Ithrite, 

39 Uriah the Hittite: thirty and feven in all. 


C H A PL XXIV. 


1 David forceth Foad to number the people. 5 The cap- 
tains after nine months and twenty days deliver in the 
number to the hing. 10 David repenteth, and, bang 
obliged to choafe one plague out of three named to him, 
fixeth on three days peftilence. 15 After the death of 
seventy thoufand in Tfrael, at David’s humble fuit the 
angelts flayed frofy deftroying Ferufalem. 18 By Gad’s 
direttion David purchafeth Araunah’s threfhing floor ; 
dnd having facrificed there, the plague ceafeth. 


ND again the anger of the Lorn was kindled 
again{t Ifracl, and he moved David againft 
them to fay, Go, number Ifrael and Judah. 

2 For the king faid to Joab the captain of the hoft, 
which was with him, Go now through all the tribes ot 
Ifrael,from Dan evento Beer-fheba,and number yethe 
people, that I may know the number of the people, 

3 And Joab faid unto the king, Now the Lorp 
thy God add unto the people, how many foever they 
be, an hundred fold, and that the eyes of my lord 
the king may fee zt: but why doth my lord the king 
delight in this thing ? 

4 Notwithftanding the king’s word prevailed a- 
gaint Joab, and againft the captains of the hoft. And 
Joab and the captains of the hoft went out from the 
prefence of the king, to number the people of Irael. 

5 F And they paffed over Jordan, and pitched in 
Aroer, on the right fide of the city that Jzeth in the 
midft of the river of Gad, and toward Jazer: 

6 Then they came to Gilead, and to the land of 
Tahtim-hodfhi; and they came to Dan-jaan, and 
about to Zidon, 

7 And came to the ftrong hold of Tyre, and to all 
the cities of the Hivites, and of the Canaanites: and 
they wentouttothe fouthof Judah,even to Beer-fheba. 

8 So when they had gone through all the land, 
they came to Jerufalem at the end of nine months 
and twenty days. 

g And Joab gave up the fum of the number of 
the people unto the king: and there were in Ifrael 
eight hundred thoufand valiant men that drew the 
Iword; and the men of Judah were five hundred 
’ thoufand men. 

10 2 And David's heart fmote him after that he 
had numbered the people. And David faid unto the 
Lorp,!I have finned greatly in that I have done: and 
now, I befeech thee, O Lorp, take away the iniquity 
of thy fervant; for I have done very foolifhly. 

11 For when David was up in the morning, the 


gamer pene fm EE a mm PAP TS TE ET WETICE TEI ET A SPA 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 


1 The anger of the Lord was kindled againft Ifrael, &c.] For their 
luxury, and becaufe they had followed Abfalom and Sheba. 

10 David faid unto the Lord, I have finned greatly, &c.\ David, who 
was fo highly favoured by God, fhould-not have gloried in the mul- 
titude of his forces, nor made flefh hisarm. 

13 Shall feven years of famine, &c.] In1 Chron. xxi. 12. it isthree 
years famine. The Septuagint alfo read thrce years famine ; there is 
no doubr then but this is 2 miftake of the tranflator. 

17 Le, f hawe finned ; but thefe focep, what have they done; &c.] Dagid 
like a good man reflecied only on his own fin, in numbering the pco- 
ple; but did nor think of theirs in fetting up Abfalom. 


12 Go and fay unto David, Thus faith the Lorn, 
I offer thee three chings; choofe thee one of them, 
that I may do i unto thee. ; 

13 So Gad came to David, and told him, and faid 
unto him, Shall feven years of famine come unto thee 
in thy land? or wilt thou flee three months before 
thine enemies, while they purfue thee? or that there 
be three days peftilence in thy land Anow advile, and 
fee what anfwer | fhall return to him that fent me. 

14 And David faid unto Gad, I am ina great 
ftrait: let us fall now into the hand of the Lorn; for 
his mercies are great: and let me not fall into the 
hand of man. 

15 & So the Lorp fent a peftilence upon Ifracl 
from the morning even to the time appointed : and 
there died of the people from Dan even to Beer- 
fheba feventy thoufand men. 

16 And when the angel firetched out his hand up- 
on Jerufalem to deftroy it, the Loxp repented him 
of the evil, and faid to the angel chat deftroyed the 
people, It is enough ; ftay now thine hand. And the 
angel of the Loan was by the threfhing-place of 
Araunah the Jebufite. 

17 And David fpake unto the Lorp when he faw 
the angel that fmote the people, and faid, Lo, Ihave 
finned, and I have done wickedly: but thefe fhéep, 
what have they done? let thine hand,I pray thee, be 
againft me, and againft my father’s houfe. 

18 & And Gad came that day to David, and faid 
unto him, Go up, rear an altar unto the Loxp inthe 
threfhing-floor of Araunah the Jebufite. 

1g And David, according to the faying of Gad, 
went up as the Lorp commanded. 

20 And Araunah looked, and faw the king and 
his fervants coming on toward him: and Araunah 
went out and bowed himfelf before the king on his 
face upon the ground. 

21 And Araunah faid, Whercfore is my lord the 
king come to his fervant? And David faid, To buy 
the threfhing-floor of thee, to build an altar unto the 
Lorp, that the plague may be ftayed from the people. 

22 And Araunah faid unto David, Let my lord the 
king take and offer up what /eemeth good unto him: be- 
hold, heredeoxen for burntfacrifice, and threfhing in- 
ftruments and o/her inftruments of the oxen for wood. 

23 All thefe things did Araunah, as a king, give 
unto the king. And Araunah faid unto the king, 
The Lorn thy God accept thee. 

24 And the king faid unto Araunah, Nay; but I 
will furely buy z/ of thee at a price: neither will I 
offer burnt offerings unto the Lorp my God of that 
which doth coft me nothing. So David bought the 
threfhing-floor and the oxen for fifty fhekels offilver. 

25 And David built there an altar unto the Lorp, 
and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So 
the Lorp was intreated for the land, ana the plague 


was ftayed from Ifrael. 
The 


a ree ee Te ST TS 

18 Is the threfbing-floor of draunah, &c.] Which wasin the mount 
Moriah, where Abraham offered up his fon, and where Solomon af- 
terwards built the temple. 

24 David bought the threfbing-flor, &c.] As itis in the Chronicles 
60 fhekels of gold, it is fuppofed David made two purchafes: firit, 
the threfhing-floor and oxen, for fifty fhekels of filver; afterwards 
all the ground about it for 600 fhekelgs of gold. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIV. 

The conduét of David in general denotes him to have been a moft 
worthy prince, who joined mercy and juftice together in fuch a 
manner, as to procure the favour of the Divine Being on the one 
hand, and the love of his fubjeéts on the other. 





_— ee ES petri 
SUMMARY or THE DOCTRINES containEeD IN THE SECOND BOOK or SAMUEL. 


A regular difcharge of religious duties, and a firm truft in Providence, which almoft naturally follows, 


feem to be the chicf objeéts that claim our attention through the whole of this hiftory. 
ready God is to pardon all thofe who repent of their fin. 


No. 27. 


We alfo fee how 


eK EXPLANATORY 








The Firft Book 


of the KINGS, 


COMMONLY CALLED 


The Third Book of the KINGS. 





THE ARGUMENT. 


These Looks are called Kings, becaufe thcy contain the biftory of the kings of Irael and Fudab, from the beginning of 
Solomon's reign, down to the Babylonifb captivity, for the pace of near fix hundred years, taking into the account the 


biftory of the tez0 foregoing books. It is highly probable Exra cxtragted them out of the public records, 


re IE Ra aL 


CHAP. I. 


1 Abifbag cherifacth David in bis extreme on! age. § Ado- 
nijab, having gained over Foab and Ab:athar, inviteth 
his friends to a feaft in order to make bimfelf king, 11 
Nathan's advice to Bath/heba thereupon; 15 who movcth 
the king on the Lebalf of Solomoi. 22 She is Jeconded by 
Nathan. 28 David feveareth to Bathfhcba to make §o- 
lomon king that fume day 5 32 and iffueth out orders ac- 
cordingly, 38 Solomon is anointed and proclaimed king, 
the people rejoicing. 41% Adonijab aud bis guefts heaving 
the nevus betake themfelves to flight. 50 Adonijah, lay- 
tig bold on the horus of the altar, 7s difmiffed by Solomon 
in peace on condition of bis good Lebaviour. 


10 But Narban the prophet, and Benaiah, and the 
mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not. 

11 & Wherefore Nathan fpake unto Barh-fheba the 
mother of Solomon, faying, Haft thou nor heard thar 
Adonijah the fon of Haggith doth reign, and David 
our lord knoweth # not? 

12 Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give 
thee counfel, that thou mayeft fave thine own life, 
and the life of thy fon Solomon. 

13 Go and get thee in unto king David, and fay 
unto him, Didft nor thou, my lord, O king, {wear 
unto thine handmaid, faying, Affuredly Solomon thy 
fon fhall reign after me, and he fhall fic upon my 
throne? why then does Adonijah reign ? 


Before 


CHRIST 
1035. 


14 Behold, while thou yet talkeft there with the 


Before OW king David was old aid ftricken in years; 
CHRIST and they covered him with clothes, but he gat}jking, lalfo will come in after thee, and confirm thy 


Ba tD. no hear. words. . 


2 Wherefore his fervants faid unto him, Let there 
be fought for my lord the king a young virgin: and 
let her ftand before the king, and let her cherifh him, 
and Iet her lic in thy bofom, that my lord the king 
may get heat. 

3 So-they fought for a fair damfel throughout all 
the coafts of Iracl, and found Abifhag a Shunammite, 
and brought her to the king, 

4 Andthe damfel wes very fair, and cherifhed the 
king,and miniftercd tohim: but the king Knew her not. 

§ I Then Adonijah the fon of Haggith exalted him- 
felf, faying, I will be king: and he prepared him cha- 
riots and horfemen, and fifty men to run before him. 

6 And his father had not difpleafed him at any time 
in faying, Why haft thou done fo? and he alfo was a 
very goodly wax; and bis mother barc him alter Ab- 
falom. 

7 And he conferred with Joab the fon of Zeruiah, 
and with Abiathar the prieft: and they following A- 
donijah helped biz. 

8 But Zadok the prieft, and Benaiah the fon of 
Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimci, and 
Rei, and the mighty men which éelonged to David, 
-were not with Adonijah. : 

g And Adonijah flew fheep and oxen and fat cattle 
by the ftone of Zoheleth, which 7s by En-rogel, and 
called all his brethren the king’s fons, and all the 
men of Judah the king’s fervants: 


ee pee SER SP A PP A ET OC SC TS Aa SEF 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. TI. 

2 His forvants faid usa hing Let there be fought for wy lerd the hin oa 
voung wirgity &.] Some interpreters have unjuftly cenfared the con- 
duét of David here; while others have paffed over this paflaze in 
contemptuous filence. But there isno reafon it Should be thus treared, 
when it is evident that there was no criminality in the cafe, and that 

“jr was a prefeription merely medicinal, and not applied to any la- 
feiviousand wanton purpoie, as the event thes. 

6 As father had wit dilpleafed kim at any tic, &e ] David appears to 


15 § And Bath-fheba went in unto the king into 
the chamber: and the king was very old; ard Abi- 
fhag the Shunammite miniftered unto the king. 

16 And Bath-fheba bowed, and did obcifance unto 
the king. And the king faid, What wouldeft thou? 

17 And fhe faid unto him, My lord, thou {wareft 
by the Lorp thy God unto thine handmaid, fayiug, 
Affuredly Solomon thy fon fhall reign after me, and 
he fhall fic upon my throne. 4 

18 And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth ; and now, 
my lord the king, thou knoweft z not: 

tg And he hath flain oxen and fat cattle and fheep in 
abundance, and hath called all the fons of the king, 
and Abiathar the prieft, and Joab the captain of the 
hoft: but Solomon thy fervant hath he not called. 

20 And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Ifrael 
are upon thee, that thou fhouldeft tell them who fhall 
fiton the throne of my lord the king after him. - 

21 Otherwife it fhall come to pafs, when my lord 
the king {hall fleep with his fathers, that I and my fon 
Solomon fhall be counted offenders. 

22 @ And, lo, while fhe yet talked with the king, 
Nathan the prophet alfo came in. . 

23 And they teld the king, faying, Behold Nathan 
the prophet. And when he was come in before the 
king, he bowed himfelf before the king with his face 
to the ground. 

4 And Nathan faid, My lord, O king, haft thou 

faid, 


errors, and did not reprove them, though he was bound to do it bya 
plain law, Lee. xix. 17. 

His mether bare him after Abfalm.| Who was next to him in or- 
der of birth, and was now eldeft fon of the king. 

17 Ay Lad thou frvar ft by the Lord thy God unto thine handmaid, 
feyt gy Affivedly Sulina, &e.4 David no doubt had folemnly fivorn 
to her, that he would make her fon his fucceffor; God himfelf hav- 
ing defigned him to thar honour; fee 2 Sam. vii. 12. alfo 1 Chron. 
XXU- ge 


, 
: been too indulgent to his children (as wasEli), overlooked their 


30 Fr 


es 
Solomon ts anointed and proclaimed king, CHAP. Il. .  David'slaft charge to Solomon. 

ee ts net ens eeeneeconennaeneteren sneer 
44 Andthekinghath fent with him Zadok the priest, Deore. 


before faid, Adonijah fhall reign after me, and he fhall fit 
and Nathanthe prophet, and Benaiah, the fon of Je- tos. 


CHRIST bon my throne ? 





mae 25 For he is gone down this day, and hath flain 
oxen and fat cattle and fheep in abundance, and hath 
called all the king’s fons and the captains of the hoft, 
and Abiathar the prieft; and, behold, they eat and 
drink before him, and fay, God fave king Adonijah. 

<6 But mc, even me, thy fervant, and Zadok the 
prieft, and Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, and thy fer- 
vant Solomon, hath he not called. 

27 Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou 
haft not fhewed it unto thy fervant, who fhould fit on 
the throne of my lord the king after him ? : 

28 G Then king David anfwered and faid, Call me 
Bath-fheba. And fhe came into the king’s prefence, 
* and ftood before the king. ; 

2g And the king fware, .and faid, As the Lorp liv- 
eth, that hath redeemed .my foul out of all diftrefs, 

jo Even as I fware unto thee by the Lorp God of 
Ifracl, faying, Affuredly Solomon thy fon fhall reign 
after me, and he fhall fit upon my throne in my ftead ; 
even fo will I certainly do this day. : 

31 Then Bath-fheba bowed with her face to the 
earth, and did reverence to the king, and faid, Let 
my lord king David live for ever. ; 


32 FY And king David faid, Call me Zadok the| 


prieft, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, the fon 
of Jehoiada. And they came before the king. 

33 The king alfo faid unto them, Take with you 
the fervants of your lord, and caufe Solomon my fon 
to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to 
Gihon: 

34 And let Zadok the prieftand Nathan the pro- 
phei anoint him there king over Ifrael: and blow ye 
with the trumpet, and fay, God fave king Solomon. 

35 Then ye fhall comeup after him, that he may 
come and fitupon my throne; for he fhall be king in 
my ftead: and I have appointed him to be ruler 
over Ifracl and over Judah. 

36 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada anfwered the 
king, and faid, Amen: the Lorp God of my lord the 
king fay fo toa. 

37 As the Lorp hath been with my lord the king, 
even fo be he with Solomon, and make his throne 
greater than the throne of my lord king David. 

38 So Zadok the prieft, and Nathan the prophet, 
and Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada, and the Chereth- 
jtes, and the Pclethites, went down, and caufed So- 
Jomon to ride upon king David’s mule, and brought 
him to Gihon. 

39 And Zadok the prieft took an horn of oil out 
of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they 
blew the trumpet; and all the people faid, God fave 
king Solomon. 

40 And allthe people came up after him, and the 
people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, 
fo that the earth rene with the found of them. 

41 © And Adonijah and all the gucfts that were with 
him heard zé as they had made an end of eating. And 
when Joab heard the found of the trumpet, he faid, 
Wherefore zs thzs noife of the city being in anuproar? 

42 And while he yet fpake, behold, Jonathan the 
fon of Abiathar the prieft came: and Adonijah faid 
unto him, Come in; for thou art a valiant man, and 
bringeft good tidings. 

3 And Jonathan anfwered and faid to Adonijah, 
Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon king. 


30 He fhall fir upuz my throne in my flead, &c.] The power of 


naming a fueceflor was firft afumed by David. 

33 Cant Sedum my for ta ride upou mine oxen raul, &e-] For the 
mounting Solomon upon David’s mule was a fafficient declaration in 
hisfavour. ‘Toride upon the king’s mule, by his appointment, was 
accounted the higheft dignity among the Perfians. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. I. 


From this chapter we learn, that nothing can hinder the execution 












hoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and 
they have caufed him to ride upon the king’s mule: 

45 And Zadok the priclt and Nathan the prophet 
haveanointed him king in Gihon: and they are come 
up from thence rejoicing, fo that the city rang again. 
This zs the noife that ye have heard. 

46 And alfo Solomon fitteth on the throne of the 
kingdom. 

47 And moreover the king’s fervants came to biefs 
our lord king David, faying, God make the name of 
Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne 
greater thanthy throne. And the king bowed him- 
felf upon the bed. 

48 And alfo thus faid the king, Bleffed de the Lorpb 
God of Ifrael, which hath given one to fit on my 
throne this day, mine eyes even feeing zt. 

49 And all the guefts that were with Adonijah were 
afraid, and rofe up, and went every man his way. 

50 © And Adonijah feared becaufe of Solomon, 
and arofe, and went, and-caught hold on the horns 
of the altar. 

s1 And it was told Solomon, faying, Behold, 
Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath 
caught hold on the horns of the altar, faying, Let 
king Solomon fwear unto me to day that he will! not 
flay his fervant with the fword. 

s2 And Solomon faid, If he will fhew himfelf a 
worthy man, there fhall not an hair of him fall to the 
earth: but if wickednefs fhall Le found in him, he 
fhall die. 

53 So king Solomon fent, and they brought him 
down from the altar. And he cameand howed him- 
felf to king Solomon: and Solomon faid unto him, 
Go to thine houfe. 

CoE ASPs. ITs 
1 David chargeth Solomon to ferve God, and dircéteth 
him how to deal with Foad, the fons of Barzillai, and 

Shimei. 10 David's death ; the ycars of his reign. 12 

Sclumon fucceedcth him. 13 Adonijah, having perfua- 

ded Bath ~fheba to afk for him Abifhag to wife, rs put to 

death by Solomon’s command. 26 Abiathar hath his 
life fpared, but is removed from the priefthood. 28 Foab, 

having fled to the horns of the altar, is there flain. 35 

Benarah ts putin Foab’s room, and Zadok in Abiathar’s. 

36 Shimez isconfined io Ferufalem ; but going to Gath 

in defiance of the king’s orders is put to death. 

OW thedays of David drew nigh that he fhould 
die; and he charged Solomon his fon, faying, 

2 I go the way of all the earth: be thou ftrong 
therefore, and fhew thyfelf a man; ; 

3 And keep the charge of the Lorn thy God, to 
walk in his ways, to keep his ftatutes, and his com- 
mandments, and his judgments, and his teftimonies, 
as it is written in the law of Mofes, thatthou mayeft 
profper in all that thou doeft, and whitherfoever 
thou turneft thy felf: 

4 That the Lorp may continue his word which he 
fpake concerning me, faying, If thy children take 
heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all 
their heart and with all their foul, there fhall not tail 
thee (faid he) a man onthe throne of Ifrael. 

5 Moreover thou knoweft alfo what Joab the fon of 
Zeruiah did to me, and what he did tothe twocaptains 


of the hoft of Ifrael, unto Abner the fon of Ner, and 
unto 


of the defigns of Providence; that whatever men do to prevent 
them, only ferve to haften them ; and that criminal attempts turn 


to the confufion of the authors themfelves. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IE 


3 Lis ature. and his commandnents, and his Jusgments, and his teff'- 
monies, &C.] Atl the laws of Mofes are comprehended under thefe 


four words ftatutes, commandments, judgments and teftimonies. . 
cf 





I. KINGS, Adonyah flain. Abiathar difplaced. Foab flain, 


es, 


David's death. 








Before unto Amafa the fon of Jether, whom he flew, and||the fon of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he _ Before 
CHRIST hed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of | | died. eee 


4015. 


JOR. 


war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in 
his fhoes that zere on his feet. 

6 Do therefore according to thy wifdom, and let 
not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace. 

But fhew kindnefs unto the fons of Barzillai 
the Gileadite, and let them be of thofe that eat at 
thy table: for fo they came to me when I fled be- 
caufe of Abfalom thy brother. 

8 And, behold, chou haft with thee Shimei the fon 
of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which curfed me 
with a grievous curfe in the day when I went to 
Mahanaim: but he came down to meet me at Jordan, 
and I fware to him by the Lorp, faying, I will not 
put thee to death with the fword. 

9 Now therefore hold him not guiltlefs: for thou 
art a wife man, and knoweft what thou oughteft to do 
unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the 
grave with blood. 

10 © So David flept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David. 

1r And the days that David reigned over Ifrael 
were forty years: feven years reigned he in Hebron, 
and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerufalem. 

12 I Then fat Solomon upon the throne of David 
his father; and his kingdom was eftablifhed greatly. 

13 @ And Adonijah the fon of Haggith came to 
Bath-fheba the mother of Solomon. And fhe faid, 
Comcft thou peaceably ? And he faid, Peaceably. 

14. He faid moreover, I have fomewbat to fay unto 
thee. And fhe faid, Say on. 

15 And he faid, Thou knoweft that the kingdom 
was mine, and ¢hat all Ifrael fet their faces on me, 
that I fhould reign: howbeit the kingdom is turned 
about, and is become my brother’s: for it was his 
from the Lorn. 

16 And now I afk one petition of thee, deny me 
not. And fhe faid unto him, Say on. 

17 Andhe faid, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solomon 
the king, (for he will.not fay thee nay,) that he give 
me Abifhag the Shunammite to wife. 

18 And Bath-fheba faid, Well; I will fpeak for 
thee unto the king. 

19 Bath-fheba therefore went unto king Solomon, 
to fpeak unto him for Adonijah. And the king arofe 
up to meet her, and bowed himfelf unto her, and fat 
down on his throne, and caufed a feat to be fet for the 
king’s mother; and fhe fat on his right hand. 

20 Then fhe faid, I defire one {mall petition of thee; 
t pray thee, fay me not nay. Andthe king faid unto 
her, Afk on, my mother: for I will not fay thee nay. 

21 And fhe faid, Let Abifhag the Shunammite be 
given to Adonijah thy brother to wife. 

22 And king Solomon anfwered and faid unto his 
mother, And why doft thou afk Abifhag the Shunam- 
mite for Adonijah ? afk for him the kingdom alfo ; 
for he zs mine elder brother; even for him, and for 
Abiathar the prieft, and for Joab the fon of Zeruiah. 

23 Then king Solomon {ware by the Lorp, faying, 
God do fo to me, and more alfo, if Adonijah have 
not fpoken this word againft his own life. 

24 Now therefore, asthe Lorp liveth, which hath 
eftablifhed me, and fet me on the throne of David 
my father, and who hath made me an houfe, as he 
promifed, Adonijah fhall be put to death this day. 

25 And king Solomon fent by the hand of Benaijah 


i SS 
6 Let not his hoar head go dewz tothe grave in peace} Inwas highl 
eflential for the public ied that fich wretch as joan fhould fatter 
at a proper time, and as Providence fhould dire¢t ; and as prudential 
reafons might delay the punifhment both of Joab and Shimei during 
David's own lifetime, he thought it derogatory to the glory of his 
fon’s reign to fuffer fuch notorious offenders to go unpunithed. 

10 So Dawid flept with bis fathers, and was buried in the city of 
David.) He was not buried in the fepulchre of his father (as Saal 
was, 2 Sam. xxi. 14.) for that was in Bethlehem, but in the chief 
city of the kingdom, which he himfelf had founded, and where the 
throne of the houfe of David was, 





26 @ And unto Abiathar the prieft faid the king, 
Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine ownfields; for thou 
art worthy of death: but I will not at this time put thee 
to death, becaufe thou bareft the ark of the Lorp 
God before David my father, and becaufe thou haft 
been aflli€ted in all wherein my father was affli€ted. 

27 So Solomon thruft out Abiathar from being 
prieft unto the Lorn; that he might fulfil the word 
of the Lorp, which he f{pake concerning the houfe 
of Eli in Shiloh. 

28 (I Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had 
turned after Adonijah, though he turned not after 
Abfalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the 
Loxp, and caught hold on the horns of the altar. 

29 And it was told king Solomon that Joab was 
fled unto the tabernacle of the Lorn; and, behold, 
%: @ by the altar, Then Solomon fent Benaiah the 

t.vn of Jehoiada, faying, Go, fall upon him. 

32 And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the 
woOnrD, and faidunto him, Thus faith the king, Come 
forth. And he faid, Nay; but I will die here. 
And Benaiah brought the king word again, faying, 
Thus faid Joab, and thus he anfwered me. 

31 And the king faid unto him, Do as he hath 
faid, and fall upon him, and bury him; that thou 
mayeft take away the innocent blood, which Joab 
fhed, from me, and from the houfe of my father. 

32 And the Lorp fhal] return his blood upon his 
own head, who fell upon two men more righteous and 
better than he, and flew them with the fword, my 
father David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner the 
fon of Ner, captain of the hoft of Ifracl, and Amafa 
the fon of Jether, captain of the hoft of Judah. 

33 Their blood fhall therefore return upon the 
head of Joab, and upon the head of his fecd for ever: 
but upon David, and upon his feed, and upon his 
houfe, and upon his throne, fhall there be peace for 
ever from the Lorn. ; 

34 So Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada went up, and 
fell upon him, and flew him: and he was buricd in 
his own houfe in the wildernefs. 

35 FJ And the king put Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada 
in his room over the hoft: and Zadok the prieft did 
the king pur in the room of Abiathar. 

36 TI And the king fentand called for Shimei, and 
faid unto him, Build thee an houfe in Jerufalem, and 
dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither. 

37 For it fhall be, ¢ha¢ on the day thou gocft out, 
and paffeft over the brook Kidron, thou fhalt know 
for certain that thou fhalt furely die ; thy blood fhalk 
be upon thine own head. 

38 And Shimei faid unto the king, The faying zs 
good: as my lord the king hath faid, fo will thy fer- 
vant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerufalem many days. 

39 And it came to pafs at the end of three years, 
that two of the fervants of Shimei ran away unto 
Achifh fon of Maachah king of Gath. And they 
told Shimei, faying, Behold, thy fervants e in Gath. 

40 And Shimei arofe, and faddled his afs, and 
went to Gathto Achifh to feck his fervants: and 
Shimei went, and brought his fervants from Gath. 

41 And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone 
from Jerufalem to Gath, and was come again. 

42 And the king fent and called for Shimei, and 


faid untohim, Did I not make thee to fwear by the 
‘ LORD 





15 Thou kuiweft that the kingdon: was mixes &C.] i, e. Mine by 
right of primogeniture. 
22 Aft for him the Kingdon alfy &e-] Here Solomon gently re- 
proves his mother for afking a favour, which, if granted, muft prove 
of the moft fatal confequence : he was fhocked at the boldnefs of 
the requeft, and fifpeéted there was at the botrom fome treafon- 

37 Over the brook Kidtroz, &c-] The intention of Solomon was, 
that if he went out of Jerufalem any way, toa greater diftaace than 
Kidron was from thence, he fhould die for it: for when he went to 
Gath after his fervants, he went direétly the contrary way ; that 
city lying weltward of Jerafalem, and caftward of Kidron. 

3 GENERAL 
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Tort. 








CHAP. Iii. 


Before Lory, and protefted unto thee, faying, Know tora 

CHRIST certain, on the day thou goett our, and walkelt abroad 

mane any whither, that thou fhalt furely dic? and thou faidft 
unto me, The word that I have heard zs good. 

43 Why then haft thou not kept the oath of the 
Loxp, and the commandment that I have charged 
thee with ? 

44 The king faid moreoverto Shimei, Thou know- 
eft all the wickednefs which thine heart is privy to, 
that thou didftto David my father: therefore the Lorpb 
fhall return thy wickednefs upon thine own head ; 

45 And king Solomon /hall be bleffed, and the 
throne of David thall be eftablithed before the Lor» 


for ever. 


46 So the king commanded Benaiah the fon of], 
choiada; which went out, and fell upon him, that 
P 


he died. And the kingdom was eftablifhed in the 

hand of Solomon. 

CH A P.O. 

1. Solomon marricth Pharaoh’s daughter. 2 High pla- 
ces being inujfe, he facrifeceth at Gibeon. 5 God ap- 
pearcth to hun ina dream there, and leaveth to his chowce 
what to afk; he afketh wifdom, and obtaineth with it 
riches and honour. 16 His judgment between the two 

- harlots maketh his wifdom renowned. 

A N D Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king 
of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter, and 
brought her into the city of David, until he had made 


Tor4. 


an end of building his own houfe, and the houfe of 


the Lorn, and the wall of Jerufalem round about. 

2 F Only the people facrificed in high places, be- 
caufe there was no houfe built unto the name of the 
Lorn, until thofe days. 

3 And Solomon loved the Lorn, walking in the 
ftatutes of David his father: only he facrificed and 
burnt incenfe in high places. 

4 And the king went to Gibeon to facrifice there; 
for that was the great high place: a thoufand burnt 
offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 

5 @ In Gibeon the Lorn appeared to Solomon in 
a dream by night: and God faid, Afk what I fhall 
give thee. 

6 And Solomon faid, Thou haft fhewed unto thy 
fervant David my father great mercy, according as 
he walked before thee in truth, and in righteoufnefs, 
and in uprightnefs of heart withthee; and thou haft 
kept for him this great kindnefs, that thou haft given 
him a fon to fit on his throne, as z¢ 7s this day. 

7 And now, O Lorn my God, thou haft made thy 


fervant king inftead of David my father: andI am but 


alittle child: I know not how to go out or come in. 

8 And thy fervant zs in the midfi of thy people 
which thou haft chofen, a great people, that cannot 
be numbered nor counted for multitude. 

Give therefore thy fervant an underftanding 
heart to judge thy people, that I may difcern between 
good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy fo 
great a people ? 

10 And the fpeech pleafed the Lorp that Solomon 


had afked this thing. 
41 And God faid untohim, Becaute thou haft afked 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. II. 
Inali thefe hiftories we perceive that princes are fometimes obliged, 
contrary to their own inclination, to take away the lives of fuch 
2s difturb the public tranquillity ; and that bloody, unjuft, and 
feditious men (fuch as Adonijah, Abiathar, Joab, and Shimei) 
fooner or later meet the juft reward of their wickednefs. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. UL 

1 Teok Pharach's daughter, &c.] To render the marriage lawful, 
fle muit have been a profelyte to the Jewith religion. 

Gg Give therefore thy fervaut ait underflanding beart to judge thy people, 
&c.] Notwithflanding Solomon, in his great modefty, might re- 
queft of God no more than the gift of government, yet God, out of 
bis abundant grace, gave hima general knowledge of all other things. 

16 Lhe came—twa women that were harlits, &.] We have no 
Se fuppofe they were common proftitutes, though fome have 

0.27. 






























life; neither haft afked riches for thyfelf, nor haft 
afked the life of thine enemies; but haft afked for 
thyfelf underftanding to difcern judgment ; 

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: 
lo, I have given thee a wife and an underitanding 
heart ; fo that there was none like thee before thee, 
neither after thee fhall any arife like unto thee. 

13 And I have alfo given thee that which thou 
haft not afked, both richesand honour: fo that there 
fhall not be any among the kings like unto thee all 
thy days. j 

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my 
ftatutes and my commandments, as thy father David 
did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 

15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, zt was a 
dream. And he came to Jerufalem, and ftood before 
the ark of the covenant of the Lorn, and offered up 
burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and 
made a feaft to all his fervants. 

16 § Thencamce there two women, that were har- 
lots, unto the king, and ftood before him. 

17 And the one woman faid, O my Jord, I and this 
woman dwell in one houfe ; and I was delivered ofa 
child with her in the houfe. 

18 And it came to pafs the third day after that I 
was delivercd, that this woman was delivered alfo: 
and we were together; there was no firanger with us 
in the houfe, fave we two in the houfe. 

19 And this woman’s child died in the night; 
becaufe fhe overlaid it. 

20 And fhe arofe at midnight, and took my fon 
from befide me, while thine handmaid flept, and laid 
itin her bofom, and laid her dead child in my bofom. 

21 And when I arofe in the morning to give my 
child fuck, behold, it was dead: but when I had con- 
fidered it inthe morning, behold, it was not my fon, 
which I did bear. 

22 And the other woman faid, Nay; but the living 
zs my fon, and the dead is thy fon. And this faid, 
No ; but the dead 3s thy fon, and the living zs my fon. 
Thus they fpake before the king. 

23 Then faid the king, The one faith, This zs my 
fon that liveth, and thy fon zs the dead: and the other 
faith, Nay ; but thy fon zs the dead, and my fon zs the 
living. 

24 And the king faid, Bring mea fword. And 
they brought a fword before the king. 

25 And the king faid, Divide the living child in 
two, and give half ro the one, and half to the other. 

26 Then f{pake the woman whofe the living child 
was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her 
fon, and fhe faid, O my lord, give her the living 
child, and in no wife flay it. But the other faid, 
Let it be neither mine nor thine, ut divide z¢. 

27 Then the king anfwered and faid, Give her 
the living child, and in no wife flay it: fhe is the 
mother thereof. 

28 And all Ifrael heard of the judgment which the 
king had judged; and they feared the king: for 
they faw that the wifdom of God was in him, to do 


judgment. 
CHAP. 


SS 
fuppofed they were unmarried and guilty of fornication, as no men- 
tion is made of their hufbands. 

20 While thine handmaid flept, &c.] Hereby the matter was ren- 
dered aukward ; for how could fhe know what her companion did 
while herfelf was afleep ? 

25 And the king faid, Divide the living child in taut, &c.] The king 
knew that the only fign that would difcever the true mother, would 
be her affe@tion and tendernefs for her child ; and therefore, in order 
to diftinguifh between the two, his bufinefs was, to make trial of this: 
and if we fuppofe, that when he commanded the child to be divided, 
he fpoke with a fedate countenance and fecming earneftnefs; then 
we may fuppofe farther, not only the two women, but all the people 
prefent, were ftruck with horror and admiration at the thought of 
the execution of the thing ; which, when it ended in fo juit a deci- 
fion, quite contrary to what they looked for, raifed joy in every 


breaft, and gave a more advantageous commendation to the judge. 
4. GENERAL 


His judement between the two harlots. 


Solomon's choice of wifdom. 
Fe 
this thing, and thou haft not afked for thyfelf long Before 


CHRIST 
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Solomon’s officers. 


pee . CHAP. IV. 
fore Solomon’s chief officers of fate. 7 The twelve officers 


who provided for his houfhold, each in his month. 20 
The profperity and grandeur of bis kingdom. 22 The 
daily provifion for his houfhold, fuitable to the extent 
of his dominions and peacefulnefs of his reign. 26 
His flables. 29 His extraordinary wifdom. 


S° king Solomon was king over all Ifrael. 
2 And thefe were the princes which he had ; 
Azariah the fon of Zadok the prieft, 

3 Eliboreph and Ahiah, the fons of Shifha, fcribes; 
Jebothaphat the fon of Ahilud, the recorder. 

4 And Benaiah the fon of Jehoiada was over the 
hoft: and Zadok and Abiathar weve the priefts: 

5 And Azariah the fon of Nathan was over the 
officers: and Zabud the fon of Nathan was principal 
officer, and the king’s friend: 

6 And Ahifhar cas over the houfhold: and Ado- 
niram the fon of Abda was over the tribute. 

7 And Solomon had twelve officers over all Ifrael, 
which provided vi€tualsfor the kingand his houfhold: 
each man his month ina year made provifion. 

8 And thefeare their names: the fon of Hur, in 
mount Ephraim: 

9 The fon of Dekar, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, 
and Beth-fhemefh, and Elonbeth-hanan: 

10 The fon of Hefed, in Aruboth; to him pertained 
Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher: 

11 The fon of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor ; 
which had Taphath the daughter of Solomon to wife: 

12 Baana the fon of Ahilud; to him pertained Taa- 
nach and Megiddo, and all Beth-fhean, which zs by 
Zartanah beneath Jezreel, from Beth-fhean to Abel- 
meholah, even unto the place that is beyond Jokneam : 

13 The fon of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; te him 
pertained the towns of Jair the fon of Manaffah, which 
are in Gilead: to him alfo pertained the region of 
Argob, which is in Bathan, threefcore great cities 
with walls and brafen bars: 

14 Ahinadab the fon of Iddo had Mahanaim: 

15 Ahimaaz wasin Naphtali; he alfo took Bafmath 
the daughter of Solomon to wife: 

16 Baanah the fon of Hufhai was in Afher and in 
Aloth : 

17 Jehofhaphat the fon of Paruah, in Iffachar: 

18 Shimei the fon of Elah, in Benjamin: 

19 Geber the fon of Uri was in the country of 
Gilead, zn the country of Sihon king of the Amorites, 
and of Ogking of Bafhan ; and he was the only offi- 
cer which was in the land, 

20% Judah and Ifrael weve many, as the fand 
which zs by the fea in multitude, eating and drink- 
ing, and making merry. 

21 And Solomon rcigned over all kingdoms from 
the river unto the land of the Philiftines, and unto 
the border of Egypt: they broaght prefents, and 
ferved Solomon all the days of his life. 

22 4 And Solomon’s provifion for one day was 


rr NY 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IIL 
This chapter fufficiently evinces, that the gifts of the Spirit of God 
are to be defired above all other things; that God is ready to grant 
them to thofe that afk them; and that when they afk fpiritual 
bleflings according to his will, he often heftows temporal ones 
without being folicired. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

2 Azariah the jon of Zadok the pricft, &c.] This Azariah was the 
fon of Ahimaaz the fon of Zadok, and therefore only the grandfon 
of Zadok ; grandfons are called in feripture fons. 

19 And he was the only officer which was in the land.} Geber was 
not fixed and fettled in his office as the reft were; but wherever the 
king happened to refide, he was chofen by the citizens of that place. 

21 Stlomon reigned over all kingdsins, &¢c.} Solomon had tributary 
to him the kingdoms of Syria, Moab, and Ammon, which lay be- 
tween Euphrates and the Mediterranean. i 

24. From Tiphfah even to dzzah, &c.} This Tiphfah was fituated 
on the Euphrates, over which there was a bridge and a ferry, the 
Hebrew pytpb fignifying «* tranfire,’” To pafs over, 


I. KINGS. 


thirty meafures of fine flour, and threefcore meafures Before 
CHRIST 


of meal, 

23 Ten fat oxen, am] twenty oxen out of the pal. 
tures, and an hundred fheep, befide harts, and roe- 
bucks, and fallow deer, and fatted fowl. 

24 For he had dominion over all the xegzon on this 
fide the river, from Tiphfah even to Azzah, over all 
the kings on this fide the river: and he had peace on 
all fides round about him. 

25 And Judah and Ifrael dwelt fafely, every man 
under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even 
to Beer-fheba, all the days of Solomon. 

26 {And Solomon had forty thoufand ftalls of hor- 
fes for his chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen. 

27 And thofe officers provided viétual for king So. 
Jomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon’s 
table, every man in his month ; they lacked nothing, 

28 Barley alfo and ftraw for the horfes and drome- 
daries brought they unto the place where the officers 
were, every man according fo his charge. 

29 ( And God gave Solomon wifdom and under- 
ftanding exceeding much, and largencfs of heart, 
even as the fand that zs on the fea fhore. 

30 And Solomon’s wifdom excelled the wifdom of 
all the children of the eaft country, and all the wif- 
dom of Egypt. 

31 For he was wifer than all men; than Ethan the 
Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the 
fons of Mahol: and his famc was in all nations round 
about. 

32 And he fpake three thoufand proverbs: and 
his fongs were a thoufand and five. 

33 And he fpake alfo of trees from the cedar tree 
that zs in Lebanon even unto the hyffop that fpring- 
eth out of the wall: he fpake alfo of beafts, and of 
fowl, and of creeping things, and of fifhes. 

34 And there came of all people to hear the wif 
dom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which 
had heard of his wifdom. 


Cc H AP. Vz 


1 Hiram fendcth to congratulate Solomon, who acquainteth 
him with his defign of building the temple, and defireth 
him to furntfh timer for that purpofe. 7 Hiram Llef- 

Jeth God for Solomon’s wifdom, and promifith the tim~ 
ber, requefting food for his houfhold inrciurn. 10 The 
mutual fervices and good correfpondence between iran 
and Solomon. 13 The number of workmen and latour~ 
ers employed in preparing materials for the building. 


ND Hiram king of Tyre fent his fervants unto 

Solomon ; for he had heard that they had 

anointed him king In the room of his father: for 
Hiram was ever a lover of David. 

2 And Solomon fent to Hiram, faying, 

3 Thou knoweft how that David my father could 
not build an houfe unto the name of the Lorp his 
God, for the wars which wereabouthim on every fide, 
until the Lorp putthem under the foles of his feet. 

4 But 

26 Forty thinfand fialls of birfes, &c.] It is four thoufand in 2 Chrez, 
ix. 25+ which is thought to be the more confifenrt account; and 
that in this place a fault has crept into the origival by the negli- 
gence of the tranferibers. : 

32 Three thoufand proverbs, &c.] Several of thefe are loft ; all we 
have being comprized in the book of that name, and in Ecclefiafie:. 

33 HeSpake allo of brafly, and of forclsy &c.} A proof of the large 
extent of his genius, which comprehended the know ledge of animags, 
as well as plants, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IV. 


Te fhould be obferved that this great wifdom, and thefe riches. were 
profitable to Solomon while he ufed them aright; bet ke no feone: 
abufed them, than they becamea fnare and ruin to him: this 
fhould lead us to fear the mifimproving the talents committed ti 
our charge. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP V. 
1 Svat bis fervarts mito Sol.mon, &e.)  ‘Vhis Fliram fent ambaila- 
dors, to congratulate hira on his arceffion to the throne. 
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His extraordinary wifdom, 


1 





The mutual fervices of Firam and Solomon. CH A P. VI. 


Before 


But now the Lorn my God hath given me reft 


CHRIST on “every fide, /o that tbere is neither adverfary nor 


10I4- 


evil occurrent, 

5 And, behold, J purpofe to build an houfe unto 
the name of the Lorp my God, as the Lorn fpake 
unto David my father, faying, Thy fon, whom I will 
{fet upon thy throne in thy room, he fhall build an 
houfe unto my name. 

6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me 
cedar trees out of Lebanon; and my f{ervants fhall be 
with thy fervants: and unto thee will I give hire for 
thy fervants according to all thar thou fhalt appoint: 
for thou knowelt that sere is not among us any that 
can {kill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians, 

7 % And it came to pafs; when Hiram heard the 
words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and faid, 
Bleffed ée the Lorp this day, which hath given unto 
David a wife fon over this great people. 

8 And Hiram fent to Solomon, faying, I have con- 
fidered the things which thou fenteft co me for: and I 
will do all thy defire concerning timber of cedar, and 
concerning timber of fir. 

g My fervants fhall bring them down from Lebanon 
unto the fea: and I will convey them by fea in floats 
unto the place that thou fhalt appoint me, and will 
caufe them to be difcharged there, and thou fhalt re- 
ceive ‘bem: and thou fhalt accomplifh my defire, in 
giving food for my houfhold. 

10 @So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir 
trees according to all his defire. 

11 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thoufand 
meafures oF wheat for food to his houfhold, and 
twenty meafures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to 
Hiram year by year. 

12 And the Lorp gave Solomon wifdom, as he pro- 
mifed him: and there was peace betwcen Hiram and 
Solomon; and they two made a league together. 

13 @ And king Solomon raifed a levy out of all If 
rael; and the levy was thirty thoufand men. 

14. And he fent them to Lebanon, ten thoufand a 
month by courfes: a month they were in Lebanon, and 
twomonths at home: and Adoniram was over the levy. 

15 And Solomon had threefcore and ten thoufand 
that bare burdens, and fourf{core thoufand hewers in 
the mountains ; 

16 Befide the chiefof Solomon’s officers, which were 
over the work, three thoufand and three hundred, 
which ruled Over the people that wrought in the work. 

17 And the king commandcd, and they brought 
great ftones, coftly ftones, and hewed ftones, to lay 
the foundation of the houfe. 

18 And Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders 
did dew them, and the ftonefquarers: fo they prepared 
timber and {tones to build the houfe. 

CHA P. VI. 
1 The building of the temple begun. 2 The dimenfions of 
the bofe, acid of the porch before it. 4 Ihe windows. 

5 Tve chamEers, 11 Goa’s promife concerning the boufe. 

14 The cieling and ornaments of it. 19 The oracle. 

23 The cherubins within it. 31 The doors of she oracle, 

and of the temple. 36 The inner court, 37 The time 

taken up in the building, 


a 

6 There is not aestong us any that can fhill, &c.] We find Bezaleeland 
Aholiah excelled in many different arts, Exod. xxi. 2, 6. but they 
had their kill by infpiration from God, and it does not appear that 
they had any fucceflors; fo that in the time of Solomon there were 
no profeffed artificers who could undertake the work of the temple. 

tg Fourfcore thoufand hewers in the mountains.) Thefe were hewers 
of ftone, for Hiram’s fervants were the hewers of timber. 

18 The flonefguarert, &Kc.] Or the Giblites, mentioned Yo. 
xiii. 5- being Pharnicians, inhabitants of Gabala: they were artifts 
of uncommon excellence. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. V. 


Notwithftanding all this pomp and magnificence refpeéting Solo- 
mon's temple, let us reflect that the true temple God expeéts is 
the heart; that he will there be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth; 
and there by his grace he Ukewife dwel’s. 


The building of the temple. 





A ND it came to pafs in the four hundred and _werore 


eightieth year after the children of Ifrael were CHRIST 


come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of 
Solomon’s reign over Ifrael, in the month Zif, which 
zs the fecond month, that he began to build the houfe 
of the Lorp. 

2 And the houfe which king Solomon built for the 
Lorp, the length thereof was thrcefcore cubits, and 
the breadth thereof twenty ewdits, and the height 
thercof thirry cubits. 

3 And the porch before the temple of the houfe, 
twenty cubits was the length thercof, according to the 
breadth of the houfe; avd ten cubits cas the breadth 
thereof before the houfe. 

4 4 And for the houfe he made windows of narrow 
lights. 

5 @ And againft the wall of the houfe he buile 
chambers round about, againft the walls of the houfe 
round about, 40th of the temple and of the oracle: 
and he made chambers round about: 

6 The nethermoft chamber was five cubits broad, 
and the middle cas fix cubits broad, and the third was 
feven cubits broad: for without iz the wall of the houfe 
he made narrowed refts round about, that she beans 
thould not be faftened inthe walls of the houfe. 

7 And the houfe, when it was in building, was built 
of {tone made ready before it was brought thither: fo 
thar there was neither hammer nor ax zor any tool of 
iron heard in the houfe, while it was in building. 

8 The door for the middle chamber was in the right 
fide of the houfe ; and they went up with winding 
ftairs into the middle chamber, and out of the middle 
into the third. 

So he built the houfe, and finifhed it; and co- 
vered the houfe with beams and boards of cedar. 

10 And ¢hen he built chambers againft all the houfe, 
five cubits high: and they refted on the houfe with 
timber of cedar. 

11 @ And the word of the Lornp came to Solomon, 
faying, : 

12 Concerning this houfe which thou art in building, 
if thou wilt walk in my ftatutes, and execute my jJudg- 
ments, and keep all my commandments to walk in 
them; then will I perform my word with thee, which 
I fpake unto David thy father : 

1g And I will dwell among the children of Ifraed, 
and will not forfake my people Ifrael. 

14 ZI So Solomon builr the houfe, and finifhed it. 

15 And he built the walls of the houfe within with 
boards of cedar, borh the floor of the houfe, and the 
walls of the cieling : aud he covered ¢bem on the, infide 
with wood, and covered the floor of the houfe with 
planks of fir. 

16 And he built twenty cubits on the fides of the 
houfe, both the floor and the walls with boards of ce- 
dar: he even built ébem for it within, cvenx for the 
eracle, even for the moft holy place. 

17 And the houfe, that is, the temple before ir, 
was forty cubits /ong. 

18 And the cedar of the houfe within cas carved 
with Knops and open flowers: all was cedar; there 


was no ftone feen. 
1g @ And 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VI. 


1 In the fourth year of Solomon's reign, &c.} The king would not 
make ufe of what his father had prepared, but was refolved to build 
the temple at his own proper coft and charge. He therefore put into 
the treafury of the Lord’s houfe all that David had dedicated to the 
work; and four years can be accounted no unreafonable time, for 
the colle€ting fo much gold and filver as was neceffary to defray fo 
vaft an expence. 

4. Windows of narrow lights.| They were broad within, and nar- 
row without; by which means the houfe was better f{ecured from 
the weather, and yet had light fufficient. 

8 Inthe right fide, &c.| The fouth fide is called in the Hebrew 
the right fide, becaufe when men look toward the eaft, the fouth is 
on their right hand. 

15 He built the walls of the houfe within with beards of cedary &c.] 
i. c. He wainfcotted the whole houfe with cedar. Se 

zz The 


1012. 


Ios, 


The oracle. The cherubims within it I. KINGS. 


Before 
CHRIST 


1005, 


19 ¢ And the oracle he prepared in thehoufe within, 
to fet there the ark of the covenant of the Lorp. 

. 20 And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits 
in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cu- 
bits in the height thereof: and he overlaid it with pure 
gold; and / covered the altar which was of cedar. 

21 So Solomon overlaid the houfe within with pure 
gold: and he made a partition by the chains of gold 
before the oracle; and he overlaid it with gold. 

22 And the whole houfe he overlaid with gold, until 
he had finifhed all the houfe: alfo the whole altar 
that was by the oracle he overlaid with gold. 

23 G And within the oracle he made two cheru- 
bims of olive tree, each ten cubits high. 

24 And five cubits was the one wing of the che- 
rub, and five cubits the other wing of the cherub: 
from the uttermoft part of the one wing unto the ut- 
termoft part of the other were ten cubits. 

25 Aad the other cherub wes ten cubits: both the 
cherubims were of one meafure and one fize, 

26 The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, 
and fo was it of the other cherub. 

27 And he fer the cherubims within the inner 
houfe; and they ftretched forth the wings of the che- 
rubims, fo that the wing of the one touched the one 
wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched the 
other wall; and their wings touched one another in 
the midft of the houfe. 

28 And he overlaid the cherubims with gold. 

29 And he carved all the walls of the houfe round 
about with carved figures of cherubims and palm 
trees, and open flowers, within and without. 

30 And the floor of the houfe he overlaid with 
gold, within and without. 

g1 @ And for the entering of the oracle he made 
doors of olive tree : the lintel avd fide pofts were a fifth 
part of fhe wall, : 

32 The two doors alfo were of olive tree; and he 
carved upon them carvings of cherubims and palm 
trees and open flowers, and overlaid sem with gold, 
and fpread gold upen the cherubims, and upon the 
palm trees. 

33 So alfo made he for the door of the temple pofts 
of olive tree, a fourth part of the wall. 

34 And the two doors were of fir tree: the two 
Teaves of the one door were folding, and the two 
Jeaves of the other door were folding. 

35 And he carved shereon cherubims and palm 
trees and open flowers: and covered ¢hem with gold 
fitted upon the carved work. 

36 4 And he built the inner court with three rows 
of hewed ftone, and a row of cedar beams. 

37 WU In the fourth year was the foundation of the 
houfe of the Lorp laid, in the month Zif: 

38 And in the eleventh ycar, in the month Bul, 
which zs the eighth month, was the heufe finifhed 
throughout all the parts thereof, and according to all 
the fafhion of it. So was he feven years in building ir. 


CHA P. VI. 

1 The building of Solomon’s boufe; 2 of the bonfe of the 
Soreft of Lebanon ; 6 of the porch of pillars 5 7 of the 
porch of judgment ; 8 of the boufe for Pharaoh’s daugh- 
ter, g The cofily materials for thefe buildings, and for 





22 The whale beufe, &c-] Hereby is meant the fanétuary, which 
was overlaid with gold, as well as the oracle. 

38 Was the houfe finifbed, &c.] There was nothing wanting, either 
within or without, that might contribute to the glory and mag- 
nificence of the work. To inftance in the overlaying of the holy 
of holies only (a room about thirty feet fquare, and twenty high) 
which amounted to fix hundred talents of sold, which comes to 
49320,0001. of our fterling money. The whole building was one 
hundred and fifty feet long, and one hundred and five broad in all. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 


We are taught by this chapter that whatever happens to men, is the 
difpenfation of Providence ; that God fends war, famine, peftilence, 
ead other fcourges, for the chaftifement of mankind ; that the re- 






























the court round about, 

is feiched from Tyre. 

great pillars, 23 the molten fea, 27 the ten bafes, 28 43 

the ten lavers, 40 and other veffels for the ufe of the 

temple. 48 The furniture and veffels of gold which So~ 
lomon made for tbe temple. 
UT Solomon was building his own houfe thirtcen 
years, and he finifhed all his houfe. 

2 ¥ He built alfo the houfe of the foreft of Leba. 
non; the length thereof was an hundred cubits, and 
the breadth thereof fifty cubits, and the height thereof 
thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar pillars, with 


cedar beams upon the pillars. 
3 And # was covered with cedar above upon the 


| beams, that /ay on forty five pillars, fifteen zz a row. 


4 And ‘here were windows zz three rows, and light 
was againft light zz three ranks. 

5 And all the doors and pofts were {quare, with the 
windows: and light was againft light 72 three ranks. 

6 @ And he made a porch of pillars; the length 
thereof cas fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty 
cubits: and the porch was before them : and the o/her 
pillars and the thick beam were before them. 

7 4 Then he made a porch for the throne where 
he might judge, evex the porch of judgment: and 7 
was covered with cedar from one fide of the floor to 
the other. 

8 q And his houfe where he dwelt bad another 
court within the porch, which was of the like work. 
Solomon made alfo an houfe for Pharaoh’s daughter 
whom he had taken /o wife, like unto this porch. 

9 § All thefe were of coftly ftones, according to the 
meafures of hewed ftone., fawed with faws, within and 
without, even from the foundation unto the coping, 
and /o on the outfide toward the great court. 

10 And the foundation was of coftly ftones, even 
great ftones, ftones of ten cubits, and ftones of eight 
cubits. 

11 And above were coftly ftones, after the meafures 
of hewed ftones, and cedars. 

12 And the great court round about wes with three 
rows of hewed ftones, and a row of cedar beams, both 
for the inner court of the houfe of the Lorp, and for 
the porch of the houfe. 

13 § And king Solomon fent and fetched Hiram 
out of Tyre. 

14 He was a widow’s fon of the tribe of Naphtali, 
and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brafs: 
and he was filled with wifdom, and underftanding, 
and cunning to work all works in brafs. And he 
came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work. 

15 @ For he caft two pillars of brafs of cightcen 
cubits high a-piece: and a line of twelve cubits did 
compafs either of them about. 

16 And he made two chapiters of molten brafs, to 
fet upon the tops of the pillars: the height of the one 
chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the other 
chapiter was five cubits: 

17 And nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain 
work, for the chapiters which were upon the top.of 
the pillars; feven for the one chapiter, and feven for 
the other chapiter. 

18 And he made the pillars, and two rows round 


about upon the one network, to cover the chapiters that 
Were 





: » . bras : 
medy againft thefe evils is prayer, repentance, and humiliation 
before God, who is always ready to hear and deliver thofe who 
call uponhim, confefs their fins, and return to righteoufnefs. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIL. 

4. Light was again light, &c.] Meaning what we call thorough 
lights. 

10 The foundation war of coftly firner, &C.] i.e. Stones, that, being 
larger, and firmer, and better pelifhed than others, were of greater 
value. 
14. A widow's fn of the tribe of Naphtali.| The mother was of 
the tribe of Dan, (fee 2 Chron. ii. 14.) but her firft hufband was of 
the tribe of Naphrali, by whom fhe had this fon. 


His father was amanof lyre, &c.] i.e. His father-in-law. 
5 19 OF 


The building of Solomon's houfe, 


13 Hiram, a JSkilful artificer, Before 
15 His work in brafs of the two CHRIST 


1005, 
YW 992. 





a ean ana aaee 
The pillars, molten Sea, bafes, . CH A P. VII. = lavers, &Sc. for the ufe of the temple. 


38 & Then made he ten lavers of brafs: one laver Betore 
contained forty baths: azd every laver was four cu- aN. 
|bits: azd upon every one of the ten bafes one laver. > 

39 And ie put five bafes on the right fide of the 
houfe, and five on the left fide of the houfe: and he 
fer the fea on the right fide of the houfe eaftward 
over againft the fouth. ; 

40 4 And Hiram made the lavers, and the fhovels, 
and the bafons. So Hiram made an end of doing:all 
the work that he made king Solomon for the houfe of 
the Lorp: 

_41 The two pillars, and the wo bowls of the cha- 
piters that were on the top of the two pillars; and the 
two networks, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters 
which were upon the top of the pillars ; 

42 And four hundred pomegranates for the two 
networks, even two rows of pomegranates for one 
network, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters that 
were upon the pillars; 

43 And the ten bafes, and ten lavers on the bafes ; 

44 And one fea, and twelve oxen under the fea; 

45 And the pots, and the fhovels, and the bafons: 
and all thefe veffels, which Hiram made to king.So- 
lomon for the houfe of the Lorn, were of bright brafs. 

46 In the plain of Jordan did the king caft them, in 
the clay ground between Succoth and Zarthan. 

47 And Solomon left all the veflels unweighed, be- 
caufe they were exceeding many: neither was the 
weight of the brafs found out. 

48 § And Solomon made all .the veffels that per- 
zained unto the houfe of the Lorp: the altar of. gold, 
and the table of gold, whereon the fhewbread was, 

49 And the candlefticks of pure gold, five on the 
right fide, and five on the left, before the oracle, with 
the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs of gold, 

‘50 And the bowls, and the fnuffers, and the bafons, 
and the fpoons, and the cenfers of pure gold ; and the 
hinges of gold, 4c¢b for the doors of the inner houfe, 
the moft holy place, and for the doors of the houfe, fa 
wit, of the temple. 

51 So was ended all the work that king Solomon 
made for thehoufeofthe Lory. And Solomonbrought 
in the things which David his father had dedicated ; 
even the filver, and the gold, and the veffels, did he put 
among the treafures of the houfe of the Lorp. 


C H A P. VIII. 


1 The feaft of the dedication of the temple; the ark is 
brought into the boly place. 10 A cloud filleth the honfe. 
12 Solomon bleffeth God for the performance of bis word 
to David, 22 Hes prayer. 31, 33, 35» 372 40> 44s 
The fpecial petitions contained init. 54, He again bleffeth 
God, and the people. 62 His facrifice of peace offerings. 

HEN Solomon affembled the elders of Ifrael, 
and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the 
fathers of the children of Ifrael, unto king Solomon 
in Jerufalem, that they mighe bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp out of the city of David, which 


is Zion. 





























gefore qere upon the top, with pomegranates: and fo did he 

CHRIST (oy che other chapiter. 

i 1g And the chapiters that cvere upon the trop of the 
pillars were of lily work in the porch, four cubits. 

20 And the chapirers upon the two pillars bad pome- 
granates allo above, over againft the belly which zwas 
by the network; and the pomegranates were two hun- 
dred in rows round about upon the other chapiter. 

at And he fet up the pillars in the porch of the 
temple: and he fet up the right pillar, and called the 
name thereof Jachin; and he fer up the left pillar, 
and called the name thereof Boaz. 

22 And upon the top of the pillars was lily work : 
fo was the work of the pillars finifhed. 

23 @ And he made a molten fea, ten cubits from 
the one brim co the other: z¢ was round all about, and 
his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits 
did compafs it round about. 

24 And under the brim of ic round about there were 
-knops compaffing it, ten in a cubit, compaffing the 
fea round about: che knops were caft in two rows, 
when it was caft. 

25 It ftood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward 
the north, and three looking toward the weft, and 
three looking toward the fouth, and three looking 
toward the eaft: and the fea was fet above upon them, 
and all their hinder parts were inward. 

26 And it wasan hand breadth thick, and the brim 
thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, with 
flowers of lilies: it contained two thoufand baths. 

27 @ And he made ten bafes of brafs; four cubits 
was the length of one bafe, and four cubits the breadth 
thereof, and three cubits the height of it. 

28 And the work of the bafes was on this manner: 
they had borders, and the borders were between the 
ledges: 

2g And on the borders that were between the ledges 
were lions, oxen, and cherubims: and upon the 
ledges sbere was a bafe above: and bencath the lions 
and oxen were certain additions made of thin work. 

30 And every bafe had four brazen wheels, and 
plates of brafs: and the four corners thereof had un- 
derfeiters : under the laver were underfetters molten, 
at.the fide of every addition. 

gi And the mouth of it within the chapiter and 
above was a cubic: but the mouth thereof was round |. 
afier the work of the bafe, a cubic and an half: and 
alfo upon the mouth of it were gravings with their 
borders, fourfquare, not round. 

g2 And under the borders were four wheels ; and 
the axletrees of the wheels were jeined to the bafe: and 
the height of a wheel was a cubit and half a cubir. 

33 And the work of the whecls cas like the work 
ofa chariot wheel: their axletrees, and their naves, 
and their fellocs, and their fpokes, qwere all molten. 

34 And ébere were four underfettcrs to the four 
corners of one bafe: aad the underfetters were of the 
very bafe itfelf. 

35 And in the top of the bafe was there a round ; 
compals of half a cubit high: and on the top of the 2 And all the men of Ifrael affembled themfelves 
bafe the ledges thereof and the borders thereof were of {Junto King Solomon at the feaft in the month Etha- 

nim, which 7s the feventh month. 


the fame. / 
36 For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on 3 And all the elders of Ifrael came, and the priefts 1004. 
took up the ark. 


the borders thereof, he graved cherubims, lions, and 

palm trees, according to the proportion of every one, 4 And they brought up the ark of the Lorpb, and 

and additions round about. the tabernacle of the congregation, and all che holy 
veffels that were in the tabernacle, even thofe did the 


37 After this menver he made the ten bafes : all of 
them had onc cafting, one meafure, azd one fize. priefts and the Levites bring up. ‘ 
: 5 And’ 





thould rejoice that we fhall foon enter into a temple not made 


19 Of bly works &e.} That is, in imitation of lilies. r x 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 


. 23 He made amulten fea, &<.] This wasa great veffel containing 
abundance of water; which ferved for the wafhing of the facrifices, 
and of the priefts and Levites, who wafhed their hands and their 
feet not init, but by water drawn out of it by tubes or pipes. 

38 One laver comnined forty baihy, &c.] i. e. Each of thefe 
Javers contained ten barrels of water. : 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. VIL 

We who live under the gofpel, if we are the true fervants of God, 


No, 27. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIII 
4 Thofe did the pricfts and the Levites bring up.) The ark was 
brought up by the pricfts, and the tabernacle and the veffels of the 


| fan@tuary by the Levites, ; te 
4M 6 Usder 


A cloud filleth the houfe. Solomon's prayer 1. KINGS. 


him, faying, There fhall not fail thee a man in my Before 
fight to fit on the throne of Tirael; fo that thy chijCURisr 


Before 


5 -And king Solomon, and all the congregation of 


CHRIST i fael, that were aflembled unto him, were with him 


10044 


before the ark, facrificing fheep and oxen, that could 
not be told nor numbered for multitude. 

- 6 And the priefts brought in the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lory unto his place, into the oracle of 
the houfe, to the moft holy glace, even under the 
wings of the cherubims. / 

7 For the cherubims fpread forth shecr two wings 
over the place of the ark, and the cherubims cover- 
ed the ark and the ftaves thereof above. 

8 And they dréw out the ftaves, that the ends of 
the ftaves were feen out in the holy place before the 
oracle, and they were not feen without: and there 
they are unto this day. 

There was nothing in the ark fave the two tables 
of ftone, which Mofes put there at Horeb, when the 
Lorp made a covenant with the children of Ifrael, 
when they came out of the land of Egypt. 

10% And it came to pafs, when the priefts were 
come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the 
houfe of the Lorn, 

11 So that the priefts could not ftand to minifter 
becaufe of the cloud: for the glory of the Lorn had 
filled the houfe of the Lorp. 

12 Then fpake Solomon, The Lorp faid thathe 
would dwell in the thick darknefs. 
~ 13 I have furely built thee an houfe to dwell in, a 
fettied place for thee to abide in for ever. 

14. And the king turned his face about, and bleffed 
all the congregation of Ifrael: (and all the congre- 
gation of Ifrael ftood ;) 

" 15 And he faid, Blefled be the Lonp God of Ifrael, 
which fpake with his mouth unto David my father, 
and hath with his hand fulfilled 7, faying, 

26 Since the day that I brought forth my people 
Ifraelout of Egypt, I chofe nocity out of all the tribes 
of Ifrael to build an houfe, that my name might be 
therein; butI chofe David to be over my people Ifrael. 

17 And it was in the heart of David my father to 
build an houfe forthe name of the Lor pv Godof Ifrael. 

18 And the Lorn faid unto David my father, 
Whereas it was in thine heart to build an houfe unto 
my name, thou didft well that it was in thine heart. 

19 Neverthelefs thou fhalt not build the houfe ; 
but thy fon that fhall come forth out of thy loins, he 
utall build the houfe unto my name. 


20 And the Lorp hath performed his word that he } 


{pake, and I am rifen up in the room of David my 
father, and fit on the throne of Ifrael, as the Lorp 
promifed, and have built an houfe for the name of 
the Lory God of Ifrael. 

21 And I have fet there aplace forthe ark, wherein 
ts the covenant of the Lorpb, which he made with our 
fathers,whenhe brought them outof theland of Egypt. 

22 @ And Solomon ftood before the altar of the 
Lorn in the prefence of all the congregation of If- 
racl, and fpread forth his hands toward heaven : 

23 And he faid, Lorn God of Ifrael, there ts no 
God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, 
who keepeft covenant and mercy with thy fervants 
that walk before thee with all'their heart : 

24 Who haft kept with thy fervant David my fa- 
ther that thou promifedft him : thou fpakeft alfo with 
thy mouth, and haft fulfilled z¢ with thine hand, as zé 
zs this day. ; 

25 Therefore now, Lorn God of Ifrae}, keep with 
thy fervant David my father that thou promifedft 


ee AE 

6 Und:r the wings of the cherubims. J i. e. under the wings of the 
cherubims which Solomon had made. 

10 The cloud filled the houfe of the Lord.] Thus God teftified his 
approbation of the building and furnifhing of the temple, as a fer- 
vice done to his name. . : 

15 Which fpake with his mouth—and bath with his hand fulfilled it, 
&c.] The king acknowlecges the goodnefs of God, firft, in his gra- 
cious promife, and next in his faithtulnefs in fulfilling it. 

27 But will Grd indeed dwell ou the earth? &c.] This is avery 








dren take heed to their way, that they walk before 
me as thou haft walked before me. 

26 And now, O God of Ifrael, tet thy word, I pray 
thee, be verified, which thou fpakeft unto thy fervant 
David my father. 

27 But will Godindeed dwell on the earth? behold 
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain 
thee; how much lefs this houfe that I have builded? 

28 Yet have thou refpe& unto the prayer of thy. 
fervant, and to his fupplication, O Lorp my Ged, 
to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy 
fervant prayeth before thee to day: 

29 That thine eyes may be open toward this houfe 


haft faid, My name fhall be there: that thou mayeft, 
hearken unto the prayer which thy fervant fhall, 
make toward this placc. 

go And hearken thou to the fupplication of thy 
fervant, and of thy people Ifrael, when they fhall 
pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy 
dwelling place: and when thou hearett, torgive. - 

31 ( Ifany man trefpafs againft his neighbour, and 
an oath be laid upon him to caufe him to fwear, and 
the oath come before thine alear in this houfe: 

32 Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge 
thy fervants, condemning the wicked, to bring his 
way upon his head; and juftifying the righteous, to 

ive him according to his rizhteoufnefs. 

33 “1 When thy people Ifrael be fmitten down be- 
fore theenemy, becaufethey have finned againtt thee, 
and fhall turnagain tothee, and contefs thy name,and 
pray,and make fupplication unto thee in this houfe : 

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the fin 

of thy people Ifrael, and bring them again unto the 
land which thou gaveft unto their fathers. 
. 35 | When heaven is fhut up, and there.is no rain, 
becaufe they have finned againft thee; if they pray 
toward this place, and confefs thy name, and. turn 
from their fin, when thou affli@eft them: 

36 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the fin 
of thy fervants, and of thy people Iifrael, that thou 
‘teach them the good way wherein they fhall walk, 
and give rain upon thy Jand, which thou haft given 
to thy people for an inheritance. 

37 q If there be in the land famine, ifthere be pef 
tilence, blafting, mildew, locuft, o7 if there be cater- 
pillar; if theirenemy befiege them in the land of their 
cities; whatfoever plague,whatfoever ficknefsthere be; 

38 What prayer and fupplication foever be made 
by any man, ov by all thy people Ifrael, which fhall: 
know every man the plague of his own heart, and 
fpread forth his hands toward this houfe: 

39 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place,. 
and forgive, and do, and give to every man accord- 
ing to his ways, whofe heart thou knoweft ; (forthou, 
even thou only, knoweft the hearts of all the children 
of men ;) 

40 That they may fear thee all the days that they 
live in the land which thou gaveft unto our fathers. 

41 { Moreover concerning a ftranger, that zs not: 
of thy people Ifrael, but cometh out ofa far country 
for thy name’s fake; v4 

42 (For they fhall hear of thy great name, and off 
thy ftrong hand, and of thy ftretched out arm;) when. 
he fhall come and pray toward this houfe; 

43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do 

according 





‘fignificant expreflion, elegantly defcribing the amazement and rap- 
ture of the royal prophet’s mind. 

33 And make fupplication nuto thee in this houfe.] The king was de- 
firous of infpiring the people with an opinion that God would be 
found more propitious to the prayers that were offered in the temple 
of Jerufalem, and thereby excire them to frequent that rather chan 
any other place. 

37 Mildew, &c.] This was reckoned a punifhment {ent from 


heaven, as it corrupted their corn. 
43 That 


night and day, even toward the place of which thou’ 


at the dedicaiion of the temple 


1c0., 
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Solomon bleffeth the people. 


CHAP. IX. God maketh a covenant with Solomon. 





’ Before according toall that the ftranger calleth to thee for : 
CHRIST i 


+ KOO4. 


. before them who carried them captive, that they 





























the Lorp zs God, and that there is none elfe. _ 

61 Let your heart therefore be perfe& with the 
Lorp our God, to walk in his flatutes, and to keep 
his commandments, as at this day 

62 J And the king, and all Ifrael with him, offer- 
ed facrifice before the Loxp. 

63 And Solomon offered a facrifice of peace offer- 
ings, which he offered unto the Lorp, two and twen- 
ty thoufand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand fheep. So the king and all the children of [rael 
dedicated the houfe of the Lorn. 

64 The fame day did the king hallow the middle 
of the court that was before the houfe of the Lorn: 
for there he offered burnt offerings, and meat offer- 
ings, and the fat of the peace offerings: becaufe the 
brafen altar that was before the Lorp was too little 
to receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and 
}} the fat of the peace offerings. 

65 § And at that time Solomon held a feaft, and 
all Ifrael with him, a great congregation, from the 
entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt, be- 
fore the Lorp our God, feven days and feven days, 
even fourteen days. 

66 On the eighth day he fent the people away : 
and they bleffed the king, and went unto their tents 
jovful and glad of heart for all the goodnefs that the 
Loxp had done for David his fervant, and for Ifrael 
his people. : 


that all people of the earth may know thy name, to 
fear thee, as do thy people Ifrael ; and that they may 
know that thishoufe, which I have builded, is called 
by thy name. 

44 If thy people go out to battle againft their 
eneiny, whitherfoever thou fhalt fend them, and fhall 
pray unto the Lpxp toward the city which thou haft 
chofen, and toward the houfe that I have buile for 
thy name: 

45 Vhen-hear thou in heaven their prayer and 
their fupplication, and maintain their caufe. 

46 If they fin againft thee, (for there 7s no man that 
finneth not,) and thou be angry with them,and deliver 
them to the enemy, fo that they carry them away cap-. 
tives unto the land of the enemy, far or near; 

47 Yet if they fhall bethink themfelves in the land 
whither they were carried captives, and repent, and 
make fupplication unto thee in the land of them that 
carried them captives, faying, We have finned, and 
have done perverfly, we have committed wickednefs; 
_ 48 And fo return uato thee with all their heart, 
and with all their foul, in the land of their enemies, 
which led them away captive, and pray unto thee 
toward their land, which thou gaveft unto their fa- 
thers, the city which thou haft chofen, and the houfe 
which I have built for thy name: 

49 Then hear thou their prayer and their fuppli- 
cation in heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain 
their caufe, 

50 And forgive thy people that have finned againft 
thee, and all their tranfgreffions wherein they have 
tranfgrefled againft thee, and give them compaffion 


C H A P. IX. 

t God ina fecond vifton maketh a covenant with Solomon. 
10 Hiram diflikcth the cities given him by Solomon, 
but maketh him a prefent in gold: 15 Solomon buildeth 
divers cities. 20 The Canaanites which remained are 

Subjetted to a tribute of bond fervice, but the Lfraelites 
are referved for more honourable offices. 24. Pharaoh’s 
daughter removeth to her houfe. 25 Solomon’s yearly 
Jolemn facrifices. 26 His navy, which fetcheth gold 

Jrom Ophir. ‘ 

A ND it came to pafs when Solomon had finifhed 

the building of the houfe of the Lorp, and the 

king’s houfe, and all Solomon’s defire which'he was 
pleafed to do, 

2 That the Lorn appeared to Solomon the fecond 
time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon. 

3 And the Lord faid unto him, I have heard thy 
prayer and thy fupplication, that thou haft made be- 
fore me: I have hallowed this houfe, which thou hatt 
built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes 
and mine heart fhal! be there perpeiually. 

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy 
father walked, inintegrity of heart, and inuprightnefs, 
to do according to all that I have commanded thee, 
and wilt keep my ftatutes and my judgments: 

5 ThenI will eftablifh the throne of thy kingdom 
upon Ifrael for ever, as I promifed to David thy 
father, faying, There fhall nor fail thee a man upon 
the throne of Ifrael. 

6 But if ye fhall at all turn from fellowing me, ye 
or your children, and will not keep my command- 
ments and my ftatutes which I have fet before you, 
but go and ferve other gods, and worfhip them: 

7 Then willl cut off Ifraei out of the land which 
I have giventhem; and this houfe which I have 
hallowed for my name, will I caft out of my fight ; 
and Ifrael fhall be a proverb and a by word among 
all people ; 

8 Andat this houfe, which is high, every one that 

paffeth 


may have compaffion on them : 

51 For they ée thy people, and thine inheritance, 
which thou broughteft forth out of Egypt, from the 
mid{t of the furnace of iron: 

52 That thine eyes may be open unto the fuppli- 
cation of thy fervant, and unto the fupplication of 
thy people Ifrael, to hearken unto them in all that 
they call for unto thee. é 

§3 For thou didft feparate them from among all 
the people of the earth, ¢o be thine inheritance, as 
thou fpakeft by the hand of Mofes thy fervant, when 
thou broughreft our fathers out of Egypt, O Lorp 
God. 

54 9 And it was fo, that when Solomon had made 
an end of praying all this prayer and fupplication 
unto the Lorn, he arofe from before the altar of the 
Lorp, from kneeling on his knees with his hands 
{fpread up to heaven. 

55 And he ftood, and bleffed all the congregation 
of Hrael with a loud voice, faying, 

56 Bleffed be the Loxn, that hath given reft unto 
his people Ifracl, according to all that he had promi- 
fed: there hath not failed one word of all his promife, 
which he promifed by the hand of Mofes his fervant. 

57 The I.onp our God be with us, as he was with 
our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forfake us: 

§8 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to 
walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, 
and his ftatutes, and his judgments, which he com- 
manded our fathers, 

59 And let thele my words, whercwith I have made 
fupplication before the Lorn, benigh unto the Lorp 
our God day and night, that he maintain the caufe 
ofhis fervant, and the caufe of his people Ifracl at 
all times, as the matter fhall require : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIII. 
Here Solomon teaches us to praife the Lord for all his mercies, and, 
above all, for his fpiritual graces, and fervently to befeech him, 
that he would be always with us, and incline our hearts to him. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX. 
8 Which is high, &c.] That is, renowned for its riches, its fplendor, 
and the great refort there was roit. 
5 12 They 


— 

43 That all people of the certh may kuorw thy ame, &e.] The truly 
good men thus defired that the Gentile world might alfo be faved 
in Chrift, though the Jews were averfe to it. 

63 Tews and taverty thoufand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thau- 
fond farep, &e.] All thefe were not offered on onc day, much lefs 
on one altar, The continuame of this meeting was for fourtecn 
days, feven in the feaft of the tabernacles, and {even in that of the 
dedication. 


60 That all the peaple of the earth may know that Before 
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Solomon buildeth divers citzes. 
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¢ paffeth: by it fhall be aftonifhed, and fhall hifs; and 
they fhall fay, Why hath rhe Lorp done thus unto this 
land, and to this houfe? 

g And they fhall anfwer, Becaufe they forfook the 
Lorp their God, who brought forth their fathers out 
of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other 
gods, and have worfhipped them, and ferved them : 
thereforehath the Lor p brought uponthemaill thisevil. 

1o And it came to pafs at the end of twenty years, 
when Solomon had built the two houfes, the houfe of 
the Lorn, and the king’s houfe, 

a1 (Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnifhed So- 
lomon with cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, 
according to all his defire,) that then king Solomon 
gave Hiram tweniy cities in the land of Galilce. 

12 And Hiram came out from Tyre to fec the cities 
which Solomon had given him; and they pleafed him 
not. 

13 And he faid, What cities ave thefe which thou 
haft given me, my brother? And he called them the 
land of Cabul unto this day. 7 

14 And Hiram {ent to the king fixfcore talents of 

old. 
15 § And this zs the reafon of the levy which king 
Solomon raifed ; for to build the houfe of the Lorn, 
and his own houfe, and Millo, and the wall of Jerufa- 
Iem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezcr. 

16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and 
taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and flain the Ca- 
naanites chat dwele in the city, and given it for a pre- 
fent unto his daughter, Solomon's wife. 

17 And Solomon built Gezer and Bethoron the ne- 
ther. 

18 And Baalath, and Sadmor in the wildernefs, in 
the land, 

19 And all the cities of {tore that Solomon had, and 
cities for his chariots, and cities for his horfemen, and 
that which Solomon defired. to build in Jerufalem, 
and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion. 

20 @ And all the people that were left of the Amo- 
rites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebufites, which 
qvere not of the children of Ifrael, 

21 Their children that were left after them in the 
land, whom the children of Ifrael alfo were not able 
utterly to deftroy, upon thofe did Solomon levy a tri- 
bute of bondfervice unto this day. 

22 Butof the children of Ifrael did Solomon make 
no bondmen: but they were men of war, and his fer- 
vants, and his princes, and his captains, and rulers of 
his chariots, and his horfemen. 

23 Thefe were the chief of the officers that were 
over Solomon’s work, five hundred and fifty, which 
bare rule over the people that wrought in the work. 

24 4 Burt Pharaoh’s daughter came up out of the 
city of David unto her houfe which Solomon had built 
for her: then.did he build Millo. 

25 @ And three times a year did Solomon offer 
burnt offerings and peace offerings upon the altar 
which he built unto the Lorn, and he burnt incenfe 
upon the altar that was before the Lorp. So he fi- 
nifhed the houfe. 

26 § And king Solomon made a navy of fhips in 


12 They pleafed him nat.) ice. They were not fuited to his de- 
fire, and the genius of his people, who were merchants. 

13 The land of Cabul, &c-] Which fignifies a dirty country, 
from the depth and fatnefs of its foil. 

17 Beth-hoven the nether.] i. e. The lower Beth-horon, in the 
tuibe of Benjamin. ‘ 

18 dud Tadmor in the wilderuefs.] This by the Greeks is called 
Palmyra; it is fituated in the wildernefs of Syria, upon the borders 
of Arabia Deferta, inclining towards the Euphrates. 

In the land.| 3. e. Of Hamath Zoba, a part of Syria, which 
country.Solomon had conquered. 

e1 Upon thofe did Silomon ley a tribute of Lond fervice, &c.) Tt 
feems they were now fo poor, that Solomon did not lay a tribute of 
moncy a them, but only of labour. 

25 Three times a year did Solomon off:r, &c.] We are not to fup- 

ofe thet he offered facrifices no oftener, bus that ke uever failed to 
keep the three folemn feftivals. 
2 


the Red fea, in rhe land of Edom. 

27 And Hiram fent in the navy his fervants, fhip. 
men that had knowledge of the fea, with the fervants 
of Solomon, 

28 And they came to Ophir, and fetched from 
thence gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and 
brought it ro king Solomon. 


CH AP. X, 
1 The queen of Sheba cometh ro fee Solomon. 5 Her ad= 
nivation of bis wi'dom and magnificence. 10 Her pre. 


Jents. 14 Solomon's yearly revenue in gold. 15 His 
golden targets and fhields, 18 His throne ofivory. 21 
His rich veffels. 24 Strangers tring binz prefents out of 
refpec? to bis wifdom. 26 His chariots and borfemen, 
27 The plenty of filver and cedars in bis time, 23 Horfes, 
chariots, and linen yarn broughi out of Egypt. 


ND when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon concerning the name of the Lorp, 
fhe came to prove him with hard queftions. 

2 And fhecame to Jerufalem witha very greattrain, 
with camels that bare fpices, and very much gold, and 
precious {tones : and when fhe was come to Solomon, 
fhe communed with him of all that was in her heart. 

3 And Solomon told her all her queftions: there 
was not axy thing hid from the king, which he told 
her not. 

4 4 And when the queen of Sheba had feen all 
Solomon’s wifdom, and the houfe that he had built, 

5 And the meat of his table, and the fitting of his 
fervants, and the attendance of his minifters, and their 
apparel, and his cupbearers, and his afcent by which 
he went up unto the houfe of the Lory; there was 
no more fpirit in her. 

6 And ‘the faid to the king, It was a true report that 
{ heard in mine own landof thy acts and of thy wifdom. 

7 Howbeit I believed nor the words, until I came, 
and mine eyes had feen ##: and, behold, the half was 
not told me: thy wifdom and profperity exceedeth the 
fame which I heard, 

8 Happy are thy men, happy are thefe thy fervants, 
which ftand continually before thee, avd that hear thy 


‘| wifdom. 


g Bleffed be the Lorp thy God, which delighted in 
thee, to fet thee on the throne of Hrael: becaufe the 
Lorp loved Ifrael for ever, therefore made he thee 
king, to do judgment and juftice. 

10 G And fhe gave the king an hundred and twenty 
talents of gold, and-of {pices very great ftore, and pre- 
cious ftones: there came no more fuch abundance of 
fpices as thefe which rhe queen of Sheba gave toking 
Solomon. 

11 And the navy alfo of Hiram, that brought gold 
from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of 
almug-trees, and precious floncs. 

12 And the king made of the almug-trees pillars 
for the houfe of che Lorn, and for the king’s houfe, 
harps alfo and pfalreries for fingers; there carne no 
fuch almug-trecs, nor were feen unto this day. 

13 Andking Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba 
all her defire, whatfoever fhe afked, befide sat which 

Solomon 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX. 


Thus God by appearing a fecond time to Solomon, manifefted him- 
felf to be a faithful and gracious Being, willing to blefs this prince 
and his family, had they not bafely apoftatized from him, as the 
fequel will thew. : 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 


1 The queen of Skeba, &&.} It is fuppofed by the beft commen's- 
tors that fhe came from Aljemin, the fouth part of Arabia Felix, 
near the Red fea. 


5 There wasue more fpirit inher.) ices She was fleuck with aftu- 


nifhment. Fe 
11 dlmnz-trees.] Some underftand by thefe the cyprefe. 7 his 
wood was of the clofe@ grain. and fit for making harp s apd pisiteries. 
205% 








Her rich prefents to Aim. CHAP. XI, Solomon's wives and concubines. 





pefore Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So fhe turned 
‘CHRISTand wenc to her own country, fhe and her fervants. 
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-¢f beaten gold: fix hundred /bekels of gold went to one 


whom Abijab bad prophefied the kingdom foould be tranf- 
lated. 41 Solomon’s ads, reign, and death: Reboboan 
fucceedeth lin, 
B UT king Solomen loved many -ftrange women, 
together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women 
of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, 
and Hittites ; 

2 OF the nations concerning which the Lorp faid 
unto the children of Irael, Ye fhall not go in to them, 
neither fhall they come in unto you: jor furely they 
will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon 
‘clave unto thefe in love. 

3 And he had feven hundred wives, princeffes, and 
three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away 
‘his heart. 

4 For it came to pafs, when Solomon was old, that 
his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and 
his heart was not perfect with the Lorp his God, as 
was the heart of David his father. 

§ For Solomon went after Afhtoreth the goddefs of 
the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of 
the Ammonites. , 

6 And Solomon did evil in the fight of the Lorp, 
and went not fully after the Lorn, as did David his 
father, 

7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Che. 
mofh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that zs be- 
fore Jerufalem, and for Molech, the abomination of 
the children of Ammon. 

8 And likewife did he for all his ftrange wives, 
{ which burnt incenfe and facrificed unto their gods. 

23 So king Solomon excceded all the kings ef thef{ 9 YY And the Lorn was angry with Solomon, be- 
earth for riches and for wifdom. |{caufe his heart was turned from the Lorp God of 


24 @ And ail the earth fought to Solomon, to hear f{Ifrael, which had appeared unto him twice, 
io And had commanded him concerning this 


his wifdom, which God had put in his heart. | tt 
25 And they brought every man his prefent, veffelsf] thing, that he fhould not go after other gods: but he 
kept not that which the Lorp commanded. 


of filver, and veffelsof gold, and garments, and armour, | 
andfpices, horfcs, and mules, arate year by year. | 11 Wherefore the Lorn faid unto Solomon, For~ 
26 € And Solomon gathered together chariots and4g afmuch as this is done of thee, and thou haft not kept 
hor{emen: and he had a thoufand and four hundted JJ my covenant and my ftatutes, which I have command- 
chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen, whom hedged thee, I will furely rend the kingdom from thee, 
beftowed in the cities for chariots, and with the kingdqand will give it co thy fervant. 
at Jerufalem. ] 12 Notwithftanding in thy days I will not do it for 
27 4 And the king made filver /o ein Jerufalem |] David thy father’s fake: ut I will rend it out of the 
as ftones, and cedars made he fo be as the fycamoreq] hand of thy fon. 
trees that are in the vale, for abundance. 13 Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; 
28 q And Selomon had horfes brought out off] du/ will give one tribe to thy fon for David my fer- 
Egypt, and linen yarn: the king’s merchants re-~{f vant’s fake, and for Jerufalem’s fake which I have 
chofen. 
14 G And the Lorp ftirred up aa adverfary unto 


ceived the linen yarn at a price. 
29 Anda chariot came up and went out of Egypt 
Solomon, Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
feed in Edom. ‘ 


for fix hundred jbeke/s of filver, and an horfe for an 
hundred and fifty : and fo for all the kings of the Hit. 
tites, and for the kings of Syria, did they bring ‘bem |} 15 For it came to pafs, when David was in Edom, 
out by their means, ; and Joab the captain of the hoft was gone up to bury 
L the flain, after he had {mitten every male in Edom; 
CH AP XI. 16 (For fix months did Joab remain there with alf 
1 Solomon's multitude of vives and courubines, who in his {| Ifracl, until he had cut off every male in Edom :) 
ald age feduce him lo idolatry. 9 God threateneth to 17 That Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of 
vend the greater part of the kingdom from bis family. 44 his tather’s fervants with him, to go into Egypt; Ha- 
34 Solomon findeth an adverfary in Hadad the Edomite,|{ dad deimg yet a little child. 
18 And they arofe out of Midian, and camc to Pa- 


golo bed beer entertained ti Egypt; 23 and in Rexon, 
weho reigned in Daiiafeis; 28 and in Feroboam, to{fran: and they rook men with them out of Paran, and 
they 


























144 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon 
in one year was fix hundred threefcore and fix talents’ 
of gold. : 

15 Befide shat he had of the merchant-men, and of 
the traflick of the {pice merchants, and of all the kings: 
of Arabia, and of the governors of the country. 

16 @ And king Solomon made two hundred targets 


target. ; 

17 And Lemadethree hundred fhields of beaten gold; 
three pound of gold went toone fhield: and the king 
put them in the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon. 

18 @ Mercever the king made a great throne.of 
ivory, and overlaid tc with the beft gold. 

ag The throne had fix fteps, and the top of. the 
throne was round behind, and ‘here were ftays on 
-either fide on the place of the feat, and two lions ftood 
befide the ftays. 

20 «ind twelve lions {tood there on the one fide and: 
on the other upon the fix fteps: there was not rhe 
like made in any kingdom. 

21 q And all king Solomon’s drinking veffels were | 
of gold, and all the veilels of the houfe of the foreft 
of Lebanon were of pure gold, none were of filver: it, 
was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon. 

22 For the king had at fea a navy of Tharfhifh with |: 
the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy |. 
of Tharfhifh, bringing gold, and filver, ivory, and 
apes, and peacocks, 








the latter actions of his life fadly tarnifh and difgrace the charac- 
ter of this king. 

Seven hundred wives, princeffes, and three hundred concubines, 
&c.] Very likely he kept fo many wives merely for ftareand pomp, 
after the manner of the eaftern princes, as is the prefent cuftom 
in China, where the emperor hath a great multitude of wives, 
chofen out of the prime beauties of the country, many of whom he 
never faw. : . 

4. When Solomon was old, &c.J]_Histoo great indulgence in plea- 
fure, had leffened his powers both of body and mind, his vices had 
broken his conftitution, and weakened his faculties ; and then thefe 
women, the nurfes of his fecond childhood, indaftrioufly taught him 
to fall by idolatry ; though it is thought he did not wholly forfake 
the Lord, but only joined other gods with him, which is implied in 
the expreffion, ver. 4. “ his heart was not perfect with the Lord. 

16 Withall ljvael, &c.] Thatis,; with all his army. 

ui 29 The 
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16 Six hundred fockels of gold wueut ta oxe targe!.} One target coft 
that fun, 

29 Anda charicst, &.] “Vhere was _a toll or cuftom anciently 
paid to the kings of Egypt for all horfes and chariots brought out 
of that kingdom, namely, fix hundred thekels of filver for a cha- 
riot, and one hundred and fifty for an horfe. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CHAP. X. 
Hence we may remark, that men are eafily corrupted with riches, 
as Solomon himfelf was at laft ; that luxury and pomp are as dan- 
gerous as riches; and therefore we ought to fet bounds to our, 
defires, and depend upon Providence tor che reft: we fhould ufe 
the world, and enjoy God. ‘ 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 

3 King Solomaw loved—firange women, &c.] As yet we have feen 

ree in Solomon but what was truly great and wondertel; but 
Xo. 28. 
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I. KINGS. Rehoboam rejeéteth the old men’s counfel, 





Solomon’s adver faries. 


37 And Iwill take thee, and thou fhalt reign ace Before 


Before they came to Egypt, : 
cording to all that thy foul defireth, and fhalt be king CHRIst 
983, 


unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; 
CHRIST which gave him an houle, and appointed him vic- 


tuals, and gave him land. 

19 And Hadad found great favour in the fight of 
Pharaoh, fo that he gave him to wile the fifter of his 
own wife, the filter of Tahphenes the queen. 

20 And the fifter of Tahphenes bare him Genu- 
bath his fon, whom Tahphenes weaned in Pharaoh’s 
houfe: and Genubath was in Pharaoh’s houfhold 
among the fons of Pharaoh. 

21 And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David 
flept with his fathers, and that Joab the captain of 
the hoft was dead, Hadad faid to Pharaoh, Let me 
depart, that I may go to mine own country. 

22 Then Pharaoh faid unto him, But what haft 
thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou feekelt to go 
to thine own country ? And he anfwered, Nothing: 
howbeit let me go in any wife. 

2% 4 And God ftirred him up another adverfary, 
Rezon the fon of Eliadah, which fled from his lord 
Hadadezer king of Zobah: 

24 And he gathered men unto him, and became 
captain over a band, when David flew them of Zodah: 
and they went to Damafcus, and dwelt therein, and 
reigned in Damafcus. 

25 And he was an adverfary to Ifrael all the days 
of Solomon, befide the mifchief that Hadad did: and 
he abhorred Ifrael, and reigned over Syria. 

26 @ And Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, an Ephra- 
thite of Zereda, Solomon’s fervant, whofe mother’s 
name was Zeruah, a widow woman, cven he lifted up 
Ais hand againft the king. 

27 And this was the caufe that he lifted up Azshand 
againft the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired 
the breaches of the city of David his father. 

28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of 
valour: and Solomon feeing the young man that he 
was induftrious, he made him ruler over all the 
charge of the houfe of Jofeph. 

29 And it came to pafs at that time when Jero- 
boam went out of Jerufalem, that the prophet Ahijah 
the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad 
himfelf with a new garment; and they two were alone 
in the field : 

go And Ahijah caught the new garment that was 
on him, and rent it zn twelve pieces : 

31 And he faid to Jeroboam, Take ten pieces: 
for thus faith the Lorp, the God of Ifrael, Behold, 
Iwill rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, 
and will give ten tribes to thee: 

32 (But he fhall have one tribe for my fervant 
David’s fake, and for Jerufalem’s fake, the city which 
I have chofen out of all the tribes of Ifrael :) 

33 Bccaufe that they have forfaken me, and have 


worfhipped Afhtoreth the goddefs of the Zidonians, 


Chemofh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the 
god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked 
in my ways, to do that which zs right in mine eyes, and 
to keep my ftlatutes and my judgments, as did David 
his father. 

34 Howbeit I willnot take the whole kingdom out 
of his hand: but I will make him prince all the days 
of his life for David my fervant’s fake, whom I chofe, 
becaufe he keptmy commandments and my ftatutes : 

35 But 1 will take the kingdom out of his fon’s 


-hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes. 


36 And unto his fon will I give one tribe, that 
David my fervant may havea light alway before me 
in Jerufalem, the ciry which I have chofen me to put 
my name there. 


32 He fall have one tribes &c.] i. e. One befides his own. 
"39 But not forewer.} ¢* For in the days of the Meffiah the king- 
‘dom fhall be reftored to the houfe of David.” This muft be under- 
ftood of the fpiritual kingdom of Chrift. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CHAP. XI. 


Solomon’s fall feernsto be an inftance the moft lamentable that ever 


over Ifrael. 

38 And it fhall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all 
that I command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and 
do that ts right in my fight, to keep my flatutes and av 
commandments, as David my {ervant did; that I 
will be with thee, and build thee a fure houfe, as I 
built for David, and will give Ifrael unto thee. 

39 And I will for this aifli€t the feed of David, but 
not for ever. : 

40 Solomon fought therefore to kill Jeroboam. 
And Jeroboam arofe, and fled into Egypt, unto Shi- 
fhak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death 
of Solomon. 

41 @And the reft of the a€ts of Solomon, and all 
that he did, and his wifdom, are they not written in 
the book of the als of Solomon ? 

42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerufa- 
lem over all Ifracl was forty ycars. 

43 And Solomon flept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the city of David his father: and Reho- 
boam his fon reigned in his ftead. 


C H A P. NII. 

I The Djraclites, affembled at Shechem to make Rehoboam 
hing, fue to him with Feroboam at their head for redrefs 
of grievances. 6 Rehobeam flighteth the good advice of 
his father’s old counfellors, and confulteth with the young 
men, who advife to anfwer the people roughly. 12 THe 
followeth their indifereet counfel. 16 The ten tribes 
revolting hill ddoram, and make Rehoboam flee. 20 
feroboam is made king over Ifracl. 21 Rehoboam ratf~ 
eth an army to reduce the revolters, but 7s forbidden to 
proceed bythe prophet Shemaiah. 25 Feroboam buildeth 
Shechem and Penuel. 26 He fetteth up the idolatrous 
worfhip of the golden calves in Beth-cl and Dan. — 


ND Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Ifrael 
were come to Shechem to make him king. 

2 And it came to pafs, when Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of 7t, (for he 
was fled from the prefence of king Solomon, and 
Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;) 

3 That they fentand calledhim. And Jeroboam 
and all the congregation of If{rael came, and fpake 
unto Rehoboam, faying, 

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now there- 
fore make thou the grievous fervice of thy father, 
and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, 
and we will ferve thee. 

5 And he faid unto them, Depart yet for three days, 
then come again to me. And the people departed. 

6 @ And king Reheboam confulred with the old 
men, that ftood before Solomon his father while he 
yet lived, and faid, How do ye advife that I may 
anfwer this people ? 

7 And they fpake unto him, faying, If thou wilt be 
a fervant unto this people this day, and wilt ferve 
them, and anfwer them, and fpeak good words to 
them, thenthey will be thy fervants for ever. . 

8 But he forfook the counfel of the old men, 
which they had given him, and confulted the young 
men that were grown up with him, end which ftood 
before him : 

9 And he faid unto them, What counfel give ye 
that we may anfwer this people, who have [poken to 


me, faying, Make the yoke which thy father did put . 


upon us lighter ? 
Io And 


el 
happened, except that of the fallen angels, and fhould be an ad- 
monition to all, that punifhments follow clofe ‘after the fins we 
commit again&t God, who punithes kings, and difpofesof kingdoms 
towhom he pleafes; and that there is no profit in any kind of 
wickednefs: but that to fear God, and keep his commandments 
(as Solomon’s experience at length taught him) is the whole duty 
and happinefs of every man, Ict his fituation in life.be what it may. 
EXPLANATORY 


Ten tribes revolt front him. 


Before 10 And the young men that were grown up with 
ee hie fpake unto him, faying, Thus fhalt thou {peak 
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unto this people that fpake unto thee, faying, Thy 
father made our yoke heavy, but make thou if lighter 
unto us; thus fhalt thou fay unto them, My little fin- 
ger fhall be thicker than my father’s loins. 

11 And now whereas my father did lade you with 
a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father 
hath chaftifed you with whips, but I will chaitife you 
with fcorpions. : 

12 {So Jeroboam and all the people came to Re- 
hoboam the third day, as the king had appointed, 
faying, Come to me again the third day. 

13 And the king anfwered the people roughly,and 
forfook the old men’s counfcl that they gave him; 

14 And fpake to them alterihe cou::fel of th eyoung 
men, faying, My father made your yoke heavy, and | 
will add to your yoke: my father alfo chaltifed you 
with whips, but I will chaftife you with {corpions, 

15 Wherefore the king hearkened notunto the peo- 
ple; for the caufe was from the Lor b, that he might 
perform his faying, which the Loxp fpake by Abijah 
the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the fon ot Nebat. 

16 So when all Ifrael faw that the king hearkened 
not unto them, the people anfwered the king, faying, 
What portion have we in David? neither have we 
inheritance in the fon of Jeffe: to your tents, O 
Ifracl : now fee to thine own houfe, David. SoIf 
rael departed unto their tents. 


17 But as for the children of Ifrael which dweltin 


the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

18 Then king Rehoboamn fent Adoram, who was 
over the tribute; and all Ifvael toned him wi h ftones, 
thathe died. Therefore king Rehoboam :nade ipeed 
to get him up to his charior, to flee to Jerufalem. 

19 So Irael rebelled againit the houfe ot David 
unto this day. 

20 ff And it came to pafs, when all Ifrac] heard 
that Jeroboam was come again, thar the, fent aud 
called him unto the congregation, and made him king 
over all Ifracl: there was none that followed the 
houfe of David, but the tribe of Judah only. 

21 I And when Rehoboam was come to yerufa- 
Jem, he affembled all the houfe of judeh, with the 
tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and tow feore thou. 
fand chofeninen, which were warriors, to fight againft 
the houfe of Ifrael, to bring the kingdom again to 
Rehoboain the fon of Solomon. 

22 But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the 
man of God, faying, 

23 Speak unto Rehoboam, the fon of Solomon, 
king of Judah, and unto all the houfe of Judah and 
Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, faying, 

24 Thus faith the Lorp, Ye fhall not go up, nor 
fight againft your brethren the clrildren ot Ifrael : 
return every man to his houfe; for this thing is 
from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of 
the Loro, and returned to depart, according to the 
word of the Loxp. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XII 

10 Aud the yrung men that avere grows ap with him fpake unio him, 
&c.] Thefe men were raw, unexperienced, and unacquainted with 
the hamours of the people, therefure gave the king fuch unfeafona- 
ble advice. . 

19 82 lfraclrebclled aeninft the heuf- of David nuto this day.] There- 
fore.was this yreat and goodly Kingdom, almoft in its infancy, fplit 
into two parts, and for ever afierwards went under different deno- 
minations, the kingdom of Judah, and the kingdom of Ifrael, though 
the latter included the whole before. 

22 The ward of Godcame unir Shemaiah, &c.] Shemaiah was fup- 
pofed to have written the annals of this prince; and had fo much in- 
fluence asto prevail with the king and on- hundred and eighty thou- 
fand men to lay down their arms, and return home. 

28 dnd made tavo calves of gold, &:c.} The wickednefs of the times 
certainly favoured Jeroboam not a little, in making this alteration 
in religion, and efiablifhing idolatry by law : he thought it the wifelt 
method to do this by the Egyptian model, thereby to endear him- 
felfto that nation, and, in cafe he met with oppofition from his rival 
Rehoboam, apply for affiltance from that quarter. 


CHAP. XIII, 































A prophecy againft the allar at Bethel. 


25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Eph- kerore 
raim, and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, CHRIST 
and built Penuel. eee 

26 @ And Jeroboam faid in his heart, Now fhall 
the kingdom return to the houfe of David : 

27 If this people go up to do facrifice in the houfe 
ofthe Lorp at Jerufalem, then fhall the heart of this 
people turn again unto their Jord, even unto Reho- 
boam king of Judah, and they fhall kill me, and go 
again to Rehoboam king of Judah. 

28 Whereuponthe king took counfel,and made two 
calves of gold, and {aid unto them, It is too much for 
you to goup to Jerufalem: behold thy gods, O I{frael, 
which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt. 

29 And he fet the one in Beth-cl, and the other 
put hein Dan. 

30 And this thing became a fin: for the people 
went Zo wor/hip before the one, even unto Dan. 

31 And he made an honfe of high places, and made 
priefts of the loweft of the people, which were not 
of the fons of Levi. 

32 And Jeroboam ordained a feaft in the eighth 
month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto 
the teaft that zs in Judah, and he offered upon the 
altar. Sodid he in Beth-el, facrificing unto the calves 
that he had made: and he placed in Beth-el the 
priefts of the high places which he had made. 

33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made 
in Beth-el the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even 
in the month which he had devifed of his own heart ; 
and ordained a feaft unto the children of Tfrael; and 
he offered upon the altar, and burnt incenfe. 


C H A P. XII. 


1 Aman of God out of udah prophefieth againft the altar 
in Bek 4 ‘Grtoamt eee a forth 
againft him, withereth, but at the prayer of the prophet 
as reftored. 7 The prophet refufeth the king’s offered 
entertainment, and departeth Srom Beth-cl. 11 He is 
Seduced and brought back by an old prophet, 20 who de~ 
nounceth God’s judgments againft him for his difobedi- 
ence to the divine command. 23 A lion hilleth him on 
his way home. 26 The old prophet bringeth his carcafe 
back, burieth it, and confirmeth his prophecy. 33 Fe- 
roboam fiill perfifteth in his evil courfes. 


ND, behold, there came a man of God out of 
L 4 Judah by the word of the Lorn unto Beth-el: 
and Jeroboam ftood by the altar to burn incenfe. 

2 And he cried againft the altar in the word of the 
Lorp, and faid, O altar, altar, thus faith the Lorp 3 
Behold, a child fhall be born unto the houfe of Daw 
vid, Jofiah by name; and upon thee fhall he offer 
the priefis of the high places that burn incenfe upon 
thee, and men’s bones fhall be burnt upon thee. 

3 And he gave a fign the fame day, faying, This zs 
the fign which the Lorp hath fpoken; Behold, the 
altar fhall be rent, and the afhes that are upon it 
fhall be poured out. 

4 ¥ Andit came to pafs, when Jeroboamheard the 


faying 


rr ere eer meena 
31 And made pricfts of the loweft of the people, &c.} Not the refufe of 
the people only, but any, though they were not of the tribe of Levi, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XIL 


The conduct of Jeroboam fhews us the ingratitude of man, for not« 
withftanding the favour of God towards him, that prince, out of 
falfe policy, fet up idolatry in his kingdom, which at length prov- 
ed its ruin. Thus, when men, inftead of ebeying and trufting God, 
have recourfe to wicked means,they involve themfelves and others 
in the greateft misfortunes. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIL 


1 4 manof Ged] i.e. A prophet, 

Feroboam flood by the altar to burn incenfe.} It being that feaft da 
which he had inftituted, namely, the fifteenth day of the eieheh 
month, in oppofition to the eftablifhed religion. 

2 Bebolt, a child fall be barn unto the haufe of David, Fofiah by name, 
&c.] Certainly this is one of the moft remarkable prophefies in fa. 
cred writ: it foretells an aétion that exaétly came ro pafs above three 
hundred and forty years afterwards, 

5 & The 


— 
The difobedient prophet flain by alion. 1. KINGS. Feroboam perfifteth in his evil courfes, 


Before 


faying of the man of God, which had cried againft 


CHRIST hye altar in Beth-el, that he put forth his hand from 
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the altar, faying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, 
which he put forth againft him, dried up, fo,that he 
could not pull it in again to him. 

5 The altar alfo was rent, and the afhes poured 
out from the altar, according to the fign which the 
man of God had given by the word of the Lorn. 

6 And the king anfwered and faid unto the man 
of God, Intreat now the face of the Lorp thy God, 


and pray for me, that my hand may be reltored me: 


again. Andthe man of God befought the Lorp, and 
the.king’s hand was reftored him again, and became 
as it was before. 

7 4 And the king faid unto the man of God, 
Come home with me, and ref{refh thyfelf, and I will 
give thee a reward. 

8 And the man of God faid unto the king, If thou 
wilt give me half thine houfe, I will not go in with 
thee, neither will I cat bread nor drink water in this 
place: 

g For fo was it charged me by the word of the 
Lorp, faying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor 
turn again by the fame way that thou cameft. 

10 So he went another way, and returned not by 
the way that he camc to Beth-cl. 


11 & Now there dwelt an old prophet in Beth-el; | 


and his fons came and told him all the works that 
the man of God had done that day in Beth-el: the 
words which he had fpoken unto the king, them they 
told alfo to their father. 

12 And their father faid unto them, What way 
went he? For his fons had feen what way the man 
of God went, which came from Judah. 

1g And he faid unto his fons, Saddle me the afs. 
So they faddled him the afs: and he rode thereon, 

14 And went after the man of God, and found 
him fitting under an oak : and he faid unto him, Art 
thou the man of God that cameft from Judah? And 
he faid, I am. 

15 Tren he faid unto him, Come home with me, 
and eat bread. 

16 And he faid, I may not return with thee, nor 
go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink 
water with thee In this place : 

17 Forit was faid to me by the word of the Lorp, 
Thou fhalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor 
turn again to go by the way that thou cameft. 

18 He faid unto him, I ama prophet alfo as thou 
art; and an angel fpake unto me by the word of the 
Lorp, faying, Bring him back with thee into thine 
houfe, that he may eat bread and drink water. Bué 
he lied unto him. 

19 So he went back with him, and did eat bread 
in his houfe, and drank water. 

20 GF And it came to pafs, as they fatat the table, 
that the word of the Lorp came unto the prophet 
that brought him back: 

21 And he cried unto the man of God that came 
from Judah, faying, Thus faith the Lorp, Foraf- 


much as thou haft difobeyed the mouth of the Lorn, 


and haft not kept the commandment which the Lorp 
thy God commanded thee, 


ya RS TC MOMS A PE RE IST SS NET 
° 6 Th. hing anfusired aid faid texto the mai of God, Iitreat now, the 
Face of the Lord, &c.] Here isa moft furprifing change! He who had 
been juit now threatening the man of God, now defires him to pray 
to that Being for affiftanc:, whofe worfhip he had deftroyed, and was 
alfo at that very inftant offering incénf€ to idols. 


21 Forafmuch as thant haft difsb-yed, 8c.) Certainly the offence of : 


the prophet from Judah cannot be deemed trivial, when it is confi- 


dered, that’as he had power given him to work miracles, he could not 


but be fenfible of his divine miffion, and that the particular injun@ion 
of ‘his not eating and drinking in the town of Beth-cl, was as much 
the wilf of God, as‘any other part of his commilffion, 


28 The ofs ant the lion flazding hy the carcafe: the lion had not eaten }. 


- the carvafey nor torn the afs.| While God fhewed his feverity in takin 


away this prophet’s life, which alone was his punifhment, he al{6 re- 


markably thewed his approbation of the prophet, by thus reftrainiag 


the lion from eating the body. 
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‘T knew had been capable of foreielling he fhould be 


22 But cameit back, and halt eaten breadand drunk _Betore 
water in the placc,of the which she LORD did fay to CHRIST 
thee, Fat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcafe ae 
fhall not come unto the fepulchre of thy fathers. 

23-4 And it cameto pafs, after he had eaten bread, 
and after hehad drunk, that he faddled for himthe afs, 
4o wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back. 

24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the 
way, and flew him: and his carcafe was caft in the 
way, and the afs ftood by it, the lion alfo ftood by 
the carcafe. i 

25 And, behold, men paffed by, and faw the car~ 
cafe caft in the way, and the lion ftanding by the 
carcafe : and they came and told 7 in the city where 
the old prophet dwelt. 

26 & And when the prophet that broughthim back 
from the way heard thereof,he faid,Itzs the man of God, 
who was difobedient unto the word of the Lorn: 
therefore the Lorn hath delivered him unto the lion, 
which hath torn him, and flain him, according to the 
word of the LorD, which he fpake unto him. 

27 And he fpake to his fons, faying, Saddle me the 
afs. And they faddled him. 

28 And he went and found his carcafe caft in the 
way, and the afsand the lion ftanding bythe carcafe : 
the lion had not eaten the carcafe, nor torn the afs. 

29 And the propnet took up the carcafe of the 
man of God, and laid it upon the afs, and brought it 
back: and the old prophet came to the city to mourn 
and to bury him. 

30 And he laid his carcafe in his own grave; and 
they mourned over him, fying, Alas, my brother! 

gt And it came to pafs, after he had buried him, 
that he fpake to his fons, faying, When I am dead, 
then bury me in the fepulchre wherein the man of 
God is buried ; lay my bones bcfide his bones: 

32 For the faying which he cried by the word of 
the Lorp againft the altar in Beth-el, and againft all 
the houfes of the high places which are in the cities 
of Samaria, fhall furely come to pafs. 

33 Q After this thing Jeroboam returned not from 
his evil way, but made again of the loweft of the peo- 
ple priefts of the high places: whofoever would, he 
confecrated him, and he became ane of the priefts of 
the high places. 5 

34 And this thing became fin unto the houfe of Je- 
roboam, even to cut z¢ off, and to defiroy 7é from ull 
the face of the earth. 

C H A P. NIV. 


1 Alijah, Feroboam’s fon, being fick, Feroboam fendeth 
his wife in difguife with prefents to enquire af Ahijah 
the prophet. 5 Ahijah, forewarned of God of her com~ 
ing, denounceth God's judgments againft fFeroboam’s 
houfe. 17 Abijah dieth, andis buricd. 19 Fereboam 
dicth and is fucceeded /y Nadab. 21 Rehoboam’s 
withed reign. 25 Shifhak hing of Egypt carrieth 
away much treafure from Ferufalem., 29 Rehoboam 
dieth, and is fuccceded by Abijan. 

T that time Abijah the fon of Jeroboam fell , 
fick. : 
2 And Jeroboam faid to his wife, Arife, I pray thee, 


and difguifethyfelf, thatthou be not known to be the 
wife 
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22 Againf? all the boufes of the high places which ave in the cities of Sa- 
maria, &c.] The authoror compiler of thefe books of Kings (whether 


| Ezra or Jeremiah) lived long after the time of Jeroboam, and wrote 
{ of things and places as they were in his own days. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, XIIL 

From the awful event inthis chapter we fce that we ought in no in- 
ftance toact contrary to the commandments ofthe Lord: for ‘* it 
is an evil and a bitter thing to depart from the living God.” 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIV. 

2 Feroboam faid to his wife, Arifis T pray thee, and difeuife thyflf, &e.] 
How ftrangely infatuated he muft be to think the perfon, who he 
king, and who he 

was perfuaded had pewer given to him to acclare the tate of his fon, 
would not be able to fee throngh this impofirion and difguife ! Z 








Shifhak fpoileth Ferufalem. 


two and twenty years: and he flept with his fathers, Before. 
and Nadab his fon reigned in his flead. ee 

21 ZAnd Rehoboamthe fonof Solomon reigned in 954. 
Judah. Rehoboam was forty andone yearsold when 975 
he began to reign, and he reigned feventeen years in 
Jerufalem, the city which the Lorn did choofe out 
of all the tribes of Ifrael, to put his name there. And 
his mother’s name was Naamah an Ammonitefs. 

22 And Judah did evil in the fight of the Lorn, 972 
and they provoked him to jealoufy with their fins 
which they had committed, above all that their fa- 
thers had done. 

_ 23 For they alfo built them high places, and 
images, and groves, on every high hill, and under 
every green tree. ; 

24 And there were alfo fodomitcs in the land: 
and they did according to all the abominations of 
the nations which the Lorp caft out before the chil- 
dren of Ifrael. 

25 J And it came to pafs in the fifth year of king 
Rehoboam, that Shifhak king of Egypt came up 
againft Jerufalem: 

26 And he took away the treafures of the houfe of 971. 
the Lorn, and the treafures of the king’shoufe; he 
even took away all: and he took away all the fhields 
of gold which Solomon had made. 

27 And king Rehoboam madc in their ftead bra- 
zen fhields, and committed /hem unto the hands of 
the chief of the guard, which keptthe door of the 
king’s houfe. 

28 And it was fo, when the king went into the 
houfe of the Loro, that the guard barc them, and 
brought them back into the guard chamber. 

2g I Now the reftof the aftsof Rehoboam, and 
all that he did, ave they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 

go And there was war between Rehoboam and Je- 958. 
roboam all their days. 

31 And Rehoboam flept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David. And 
his mother’s name was Naamah an Ammonitels. 
And Abijam his fon reigned in his fiead. 


CH A PP. XV. 


1 Abijam’s wicked reign. 7 He dieth: Afa fucceedeth hime 
9 Aja’s good reign, 16 On account of the war between 
him and Baafha he maketh a league with Ben-hadad 
hing of Syria, who caufeth Baafha to defift from build- 
ing Romah; Afa with the flones thereof buzldeth Geba 
and Mizpah. 23 Afa dieth, and is fucceeded by Fe- 
hofhaphat. 25 Nadab’s wicked reign, 27 He is 

flain by Baafha, who fucceedeth him, and executeth 
Ahijah’s prophecy againft Feroboam’s hovwfe. 32 
Baa/fha’s wicked reign. 


Nea in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 


Ahijah's prophecy againft Feroboam’s houfee CHAP. XV. - 


Before wife of Jeroboam; and get thee to Shiloh: behold, 
cHR ST there is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that Z] 
u fnould be king over this people. 

3 And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, 
and a crufe of honey, and go to him: he fhall tell 
thee what fhall become of the child. 

4 And Jeroboam's wife did fo, and arofe, and 
went to Shiloh, and came to the houfe of Ahijah. 
But Ahijah could not fee; for his eyes were fet by 
yeafon of his age. 

5 & And the Lorp faid unto Ahijah, Behold, the 
wife of Jeroboam cometh to afk a thing of thee for 
her fon; for he zs fick: thus and thus fhalt thou fay 
unto her: forit fhall be, when fhe cometh in, that 
fhe fhall feign herfelf to 4e another woman. 

6 Andit was fo,when Ahijah heard the found of her 
feet, as fhe came in at the door, that he faid, Come in, 
thou wife ot Jeroboam; why feigneft thou thy felf ¢o 
de another ? for I am fent to thee with heavy ézdzngs. 

7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus faith the Lory God ot 
Ifrael, Forafmuch as 1 exalted thee from among the 
people, and made thee prince over my people I{rael, 

8 And rent the kingdom away frow the houfe of 
David, and gave it thee: and yeé thou haft not been 
as my fervant David, who kept my commandments, 
and who followed me with all his heart, to do that 
only which was right in mine eyes ; 

a But haft done evil above all that were before 
thee: for thou haft gone and made thee other gods, 
and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and 
haft caft me behind thy back: 

10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the 
houle of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam 
him that piffeth againft the wall, and him that is fhut 
up and leftin Ifrael, and will take away the remnant 
of the houfe of Jexsoboam, as a man taketh away 
dung, till it be all gone. 

11 Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city fhall 
the dogs eat; and him thar dicth in the field fhall 
the fowls of the air eat: for the Lorp hath fpoken zz. 

12 Arife thou therefore, get theetothine ownhoufe: 
and when thy feet enterintothecity, the child fhall die. 

13 And all Irae) fhall mourn for him, and bury 
him: for he only of Jeroboam fhall come to the grave, 
becaufe @ him there is found fome good thing toward 
the Lorp God of Ifrael in the houfe of Jeroboam. 

14 Moreover the Lorp fhall raife him up a king 
over Ifrael, who fhall cut off the houfe of Jeroboam 
thatday : but what? cven now. . 

15 For the Lorn fhall {mite Ifrael,as areed is fhak- 
en in the water, and he fhall root up Ifrael out of 
this good land, which he gave to their fathers, and 
fhall fcatter them beyond the river, becaufe they have 
made their groves, provoking the Lorp to anger. 

16 And he fhall give Ifrael up becaufe of the fins 
of Jeroboam, who did fin, and who made Lrael to fin. 

17 4 And Jeroboam’s wife arofe, and departed, 
and came to Tirzah: and when fhe came to the 
threfhold of the door, the child died ; 

18 And they buried him; and all Irael mourned 
for him, according to the word of the Lorn, which he 
fpake by the hand of his fervant Ahijah the prophet. 

19 & And the reft of the aéts of Jeroboam, how he 
warred, and how he reigned, behold, they are written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Iirael. 

zo And the days which Jeroboam reigned were 













































the fon of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah. 

2 Three years reigned he in Jerufalem. And his 
mother’s name was Maachah, the daughter of Abi-~ 
fhalom. 

3 And he walked in all the fins of his father, which 
he had done before him: and hisheart was not perfe&t 
with the Lorp his God, asthe heart of David his father. 

4 Neverthelefs for David’s fake did the Lorn his 
God give him a lamp in Jerufalem, to fet up his fon 


after him, and to eftablifh Jerufalem: 
5 Becaufe 


— 
there was never a pitched battle, yer there were frequent atts of 


hoftility committed on the borders, 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XIV. 

It is evident by this chapter, that the glory of man is of a very 
thort duration; and that, without repentance, the curfe of God 
will attend the ungodly, and thofe whom they have corrupted. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 
a Tx the cighteenth year, &c.) Trwas in fome part of Jeroboam’s 
cighteenthycar Abijam began to reign, and continued his reign the 
whole nineteenth, and dicd in the twentieth; thus (taking a part of 


the year for the whole) he was reckoned to have reigned three het 
14 Ler 


tg 

8 Who follonved me with all his heart, &c.| Notwithftanding Da- 
vid committed fome great fins, he did not in his heart depart from 
God, but was fteady in his religion, and never once tarned afide 


unto idols. 
15 And fhall featter them beyond the river, &c.] i. ¢- The Eu- 
phrates: for they were carried into the country of the Medes. 
19 Luthe bok of the chronicles, &c.} i.e. Infuch a book as that where- 
in the a@ts of Solomon were recorded day by day. See chap. xi. 41. 
26 He—t00k away all, &c.] Thus the fplendor in which Solomon 
left Jerufalem was foon extinguifhed! Rehoboam ferved God three 
years, was corrupted in the fourth, and inthe fifth was punifhed. 
30 There was war between Rebobcam and Fervsoam, &c.] Though 
No. 28. 40 
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Afa’s good reign, acts, and death. I. KINGS. Raafha executeth Ahyah’s prophecy, 


Refore 5 Becaufe David did that which was right in the }f with his fathers in the city of David his father: and _Pelore 
CHRIST eyes of the Lorn, and turned not afide from any dhing |] Jehothaphat his fon reigned in his ftead. ae 
ia that he commanded him all the days of his life, fave 25 § And Nadab the fon of Jeroboam began to 4:3. 
only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. reign over Hfraclia the fecond year of Afa king of 

G And there was war between Rehoboam and Je- Judah, and reigned over Ifrael two ycars. 
roboam 7)! the days of his life. 26 And he did evil in the fight of the Lorp, and 
7G Now the reft of the aéts of Abijam, and all |] waiked inthe way of his fathe:, and in his fin where- 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the }] with he made Hracl to fin. 
chronicles of the kings of Judah. And there was 27 J And Baatha the fon of Ahijah, of the houfe 
war between Abijam and Jcroboam. of Iffachar, confpired againft him; and Baafhafmote 
955+ 8 And Abijam fiept with his fathers; and they bu- jy him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philiftines; 
ried him in the city of David: and Afa his fon reigned }] for Nadab and all Ifrael laid fiege to Gibbethon. 
in his ftead. 28 Even in the third year of Afa king of Judah 
9 4 And in the twenticth year of Jeroboam king }\ did Baabha flay him, and reigned in his ftead. 
of Ifrael reigned Afa over Judah. 29 Andit came to pafs, when he reigned that he 
10 And forty and onc years reigned he in Jerufa- | finote all the houfe of Jeroboam; he left not to Jero- 
jem. And his mother’s name was Maachah, the }j boam any that breathed, until he had deftroyed him, 
daughter of Abifhalom. according unto the faying of the Lorn, which he 
ti And Afa did that which was right in the eyes,of fi fpake by his fervant Ahijah the Shilonite : 
the Lokp, as did David his father. 30 Becaufe of the finsof Jeroboamwhich he finned, 
953+ 12 And he took away the fodomites out of the land, #{ andwhichhe made I frael fin, by his provocation where- 


and removed all thc idols that his fathers had made. 

13 And alfo Maachah his mother, even her he re- 
moved from éeing queen, becaufe fhe had made an 
idol in a grove; and Afa deftroycd her idol, and 
burnt z by the brook Kidron. 

14 But the high places were not removed: never- 
thelefs Afa’s heart was perfeét with the Lorp all his 
days. 

te And he brought in the things which his father 
had dedicated, and the th ngs which himfelf had de- 
dicated, into the houfe of the Lorn», filver, and gold, 
and veffels. 

16 { And there was war between Afa and Baafha 
king of Ifracl all their days. 

17 And Baafha king of Ifrael went up againft Ju- 
dah, and built Ramah, that he might not fuffer any 
to go outor come into Afa king of Judah. 

18 Then Afa took all the filver and the gold that 
were left in thetreafures of the houfe of the Lorp,and 
the treafures of the king’s houfe, and delivered them 
into the hand of his fervants: and king Afafent them 
to Ben-hadad, the fon of Tabrimon, the fon of He- 
zion, king of Syria, that dwelt at Damafcus, faving, 

19 There zs a league between me and thee, and be- 
tween my father and thy father: behold I have fent 
unto thee a prefent of filver and gold; come and 
break thy league with Baaflia king of Ifrael, that he 
may depart from me. 

20So Ben-hadadhearkened untoking Afa,and fent 
the captainsof the hofts which he had againft the cities 
of Ifrael,and {mote]jon,and Dan,and Abel-beth-ma- 
achah,and all Cinneroth,with all theland of Naphtali. 

21 And it came to pals, when Baafha heard thereof, 
that helef off building of Ramah,anddweltin Tirzah. 

22 Then king :\fa made a proclamation through- 
out all Judah; none was exempted: and they took 
away the ftones,of Ramah, and the timber thereof, 
wherewith Baafha had builded; and king Afa built 
with them Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah. 

23% The reft of all the aéts of Afa, and all his 
might, and all that he did, and the cities which he 
built, are they not written'in the book of the chroni- 
cles of the kings of Judah? Neverthelefs in the time 
of his old «ze he was difeafed in his feet. 

24 And Afa fiept with his fathers, and was buried 
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14. Tbe high places avrre not rewrved, &e.) Only thofe where the 
people facrificed to ftrange geds, but not thofe where God alone 
was worfhipped, did Afa take away. 

29 Gaul he had delreyed bin, according ute the faying of the Lord, 
&c.] Baafha’s intention was not to fulfil the prophecy of Ahijah, 
but only to fecure himfelf in his ufurped throne, by cutting off all 
that had any title to its: God, however. by this means, fulfilled his 
own. purpofe, and that as fpeedily as the prophet had foretold, chap. 
MIVe Tg. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. Xv. 
From this hittory we. maj Ivarn, that the chief care of princes, and 


J§ fol muiser. 
* 


with he provoked the I.oxp God of Ifrae! to anger.’ 


31 Now the reft of the aéts of Nadab, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the chro- 
nicles of the kings of Ifracl ? 

32 @ And there was war beiwecn Afa and Baafha 
king of Ifracl all their days. 

33 In the third year of Afa king of Judah began 
Baatha the fon of Ahijah to reign over all Ifrael in 
Tirzah, twenty and four years. 

34 And he did evil in the fight of the Lorn, and 
walked in the way of Jervboam, and in his fin where- 
with he made Ifrael to fin. 


C H A PP. XVI. 

1 Fehu’s prophecy againf? the houfe of Baafha. 5 Baafha 
dicth, and is fucceeded by Elah. 8 Zimri flayeth Liah, 
and fucceedcth him. 11 He caccutcth Fehus progicy 
againft Baafha’s houfe. 15 Omri, made king wy ihe 
army, befegeth Zimriin Tirzah, who in defpacr burn~ 
eth himfelf. 21 The people beng draided, Omri’s fac- 
tion prevaieth againft Litni?s. 23 Omri buildeth Sa- 
maria. 25 After a wicked reign, 297 he dicth, and is 
Succeeded Ly Ahab. 29 Ahab’s exceffive wickednefs and 

-edolatry. 34 Fofhua’s curfe fulfilled upgp, Hiel the 
builder of Fericho. 
: HEN the word of the Lorn came to Jehu the 
fon of Hanani againft Baafha, faying, 

2 Forafmuch as I exalted thee out of the duft, and 
made thee prince over my people Ifrael ; and thou 
haft walked in the way of Jeroboam, and halt made 
my people Ifracl to fin, to provoke me to anger with 
their fins; : : 

3 Behold, I willtake away the pofterity of Baatha, 
and the pofterity of his houfe; and will make thy houfe 
like the houfe of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat. 

4 Him that dieth of Baafha in the city ‘fhall the 
dogs eat; and him that dieth of his in the felds fhall 
the fowls of the air cat. , ; 

5 q Now the reft of the-a&ts of Baafha, and what 
he did, and his might, ave they not written in the 
book of the chronicles af the kings of Ifracl ? 

6 So Baafha flept with his fathers, and was buried 
in Tirzah : and Elah his fon reigned in his ftead. 

7 Alnd alfo by the hand ofthe prophet Jehu the {gn 
-of Hanani camethe word of the Loxp againh Baafha, 

and 








ef their people, aught to be, to render God propitious to them, 


io} 


by their future adherence to religion, which ouly conftirutes their 


happinefs and fecarity, agreeable to the admonition of the pry. 
phee Avzariah ro |: NE 


ing rite 





EXPLANATORY NOTES ox 


2 Porafauchas lexalted theory 8:0.) 
kingdom wes from the divine decree; but the form and manner ot 
it was from himtelf; frem hi-o- mbition and covetouMefs:and. 
as it was wicked al cruel, ds therefore chareed upon him asa wil- 


CHIAP. XVI. 


‘The acceflion of Raatha to the 





a 


Oinve's wicked reign. 


phre_ and. azainft his houfe, even for all the evil that he did 


? 
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HRT in the fight of the Lorb, in provoking him to anger 
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with the work of his hands, in being like the houfe of 
Jeroboam ; and becaufe he killed him. 

8q Inthe twenry and fixth year of Afa king cof Ju- 
dah began Elah the fon of Baafha toreign over Hracl 
in Tirzah, two years. 

g And his fervant Zimri, captain of balf his cha- 
riots, confpired againft him, as he was in Tirzah, 
drinking himielf drunk in the houfe of Arza fteward 
of bis houfe in Virzah, 

10 And Zimri went in and fmote him, and killed 
him, in the twenty and feventh year of Afa King of 
Judah, and reigned in his ftead. ’ 

11 & And it came to pafs, when he began to, reign, 
as foon as he far on his throne, shat he flew all the houfe 
cf Baaiha: he left him not one that piffeth againft a 
wall, neither of his kinsfolks, ‘nor of his friends. 

1z Thus did Zimri deftroy all the houfe of Baatha, 
according to the word of the Lorp, which he fpake 
againtt Baafha by Jehu the propher, 

33 Vor ail the fins of Baafha, and the fins of Elah 
his fon, by which they finned, and by which they 
made Hraci to fin, in provoking the Lornp God of 
Ifracl to anger with their vanities. 

tq Now the reft of the acts of Elah, and alf that he 
did, ase they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the hings of Ifrael? 

15 @ In the twenty and feventh year of Afa king of 
Judah did Zimri reign feven days in Tirzah. And the 
people were encamped againft Gibbethon, which de- 
longed to the Philiftines. ; 

16 And the people shat were encamped heard fay, 
Zimri hath confpired, and hath alfo flain the king’: 
wherefore all Ifracl made Omri, the captain of the 
hoft, king over Ifrael that day in the camp. 

17 And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all 
Ifracl with him, and they befieged Tirzah. 

18 And it came to pafs, when Zimri faw that the 
city was taken, that he went into the palace of the 
King’s houfe, and burnt the king’s houfe over him 
with fire, and died, 

19 Vor his fins which he finned in doing evil in the 
fight of the Lop, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, 
and in his fin which he did, to make Ifracl to fin. 

20 Now the reft of the acts of Zimri, and his trea- 
fon that he wrought, ave they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? 

21 G Thenwere the people of Ifrael divided into two 
parts: half of the people followed Tibni the fon of Gi- 
nath, to make him king; and half followed Omri. 

22 But the people that followed Omri prevailed 
againtt the people that followed Tibni the fon of Gi- 
nath: fo Tibni died, and Omri reigned. 

23 Q In the thirty and firft year of Afa king of Ju- 
dah began Omri to reign over [frael, twelve years : 
fix years reigned he in Tirzah, 

24 And he bought the hill of Samaria of Shemer 
for two talents of filver, and built on the hill, and 
@illed the name of the city which he built, after the 
name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria. 


a 
7 dn being like thehonfe of Ferobsaz; and becaufe he killed him} Be- 
ceaufe he killed Nadab ; or fome underftand it as relating to the houfe 
of Jeroboam, which he deftroyed. : 
24. After the nameof Shemer, savier of the bill, Samaria.) Bochart, 
who traced the ruins of Samaria, fuppofes it to have been once lar- 
gerthan Jerufalem; though it now confifts of only a few cottages 
and convents inhabited by fome Greck monks. ; F 
34 Did Hiel—build Ferichs, &c.] This isa mot remarkable in- 
ftance of the ccrtainty of divine threatenings, and that God never 
forgets what he hath faid, but continues always the fame! for this 
fentence was pronounced more than four hundred and forty years be- 
fore, and is now fulfilled in all its circumftances. i 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
We find, in the feries of all thefe kings of Ifrael, that perifhed mi- 
ferably, how divine .cngeance purfucs the wicked, and particu- 
larly evil princes; alfo, that when God has made ufe of wicked 
men to Mb juftice, and execute the decrees of his providence, he de- 
flrovs the one by the other. : 
is z 


CHAP. XVII. 


25 9 Lut Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the 
Lorp, and did worfe than all that were before him. 

26 Vor he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the 
fon cf Nebat, and in his fin wherewith he made Ifrael 
to fin, to provoke the Loxp God of Ifrael to anger 
with their vaniries. 

27 YT Now the reft of the acts of Omri which he did, 
and his might that he thewed, ere they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael ? 

_ 28 So Omri flept with his fathers, and was buried 
in Samaria: and Ahab his fon reigned in his ftead. 

29 MI And inthe thirty andcighth year of Afa king 
of Judah began Ahab the fon of Omri to reign over 
Ifracl: and Ahab the fon of Omrircigned over Ifracl 
in Samaria twenty and two years. 

go And Ahab the fon of Omri did evil in the fight 
the Lorp above all that were before him. 


Eliah fed by ravens. 


Before" 


CHRIST 
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31 And it came to pafs, asif it had beena light *s . 


thing fer him to walk in the fins of Jeroboam the fon 
of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter 
of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and 
ferved Baal, and worfhipped him. 

32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the houfe 
of Baal, which he had built in Samaria. j 

33 And ‘Ahab madea grove; and Ahab did more 
to provoke the Lorp God of Ifrac} to anger than all’ 
the kings of [fracl that were before him. 

_ 84 In his days did Hiel the Beth-elire build Je- 
richo: he laid the foundarion thereof in Abiram his. 
firit-born, and fet up the gates thereof in his youngeft 
fox Segub, according to, the word of the Lorp, which 
he fpake by Jofhua the fon of Nun. 


C H A P. XVII 
1 Elgah after foretelling a long drought is feat by.God to 
the brook Cherith, and fed there by ravens. 8 He is af 
terward fent to a widow of Zarepbatb, and miraculoufly 
recruitcth her barrel of meal and crufe of oil. 17 The 
widow's fon dicth, and is reftored to life by Elijab’s 
prayer: the woman believeth him to be fent from God. 
A D Elijah the Tithbite, who was of the inhabi. 
tants of Gilead, faid unto Ahab, .4s the Lorp 
God of Ifrael liveth, before whom I ftand, there fhall 
not ee dew nor rain thefe years, but according to my 
word. 

2 And the word of the Lory came unto him, faying, 

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eaftward, and hide 
thyfelf by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. 

4 And it fhall be, /bat thou fhalte drink of the brook; 
and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there. 

So he went and did according unto the word of 
the Lorn: for he went and dwelt by the brook Che- 
rith that 7s before Jordan. : 

6 And the ravens brought him bread and fiefh in 
the morning, and bread and flefh. in the evening ; 
and he drank of the brook. 

7 And it came to pafs after a while, that the brook: : 
dried up, becaufe there had been no rain in the land. 

8 % And the word of the Lornp came unto him, 
faying, . 

g Arife, get thee to Zarephath, which Sclongeth to 

. Zidon, 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 


1 And Eljab] Elijah was one of the chief, if not the prince ofthe 
prophets of his age; a man ofa great and elevated foul, ofa generous 
and undaunted fpirit, a zealous defender of the laws of God, and a 
juft avenger of the violations of his honour. He is called the Tifh~ 
bite, from the town of ‘Thifbe, on the other fide Jordan. 

Dhere fall not be dew nor rain thefe years, &e.\ The apoftle James 
acquaints us, thatit ‘rained not on the earth by the fpace of three 
years and fix months,” Yeues v. 17. and our Saviour gives the very 
fame account-in Luke iv. 25. 

3 The brook Cherith, &c.] Both this brook and the valley through 
which it runs, are very near the river Jordan. 

4 1 have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.| May we notin an- 
fwer to the cavils of ignorant infidels againft this paflage, reafonably 
ak, Isnot God elmighty ? and has he not power over z:he works of 
his hands, to make them all fubfervient to his purpofes ? a 

12 That 


gia. 


Eliyah raifeth the widow's fon to life. IL KINGS. Elijah is fent to meet Ahab, 


Before Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded 
CHRIST widow woman there to fuftain thee. 


LORD tobe God: Baal’s prophets are flain. 41 Beup 
Elijah giveth Ahab notice of rain, which he obtainerh CHRIS: 
9134 


10 So he arofe and went to Zarephath. And when 
he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow 
woman was there gathering of fticks: and he called 
to her, and faid, Fetch me, I pray thee, alittle water 
in a. veffel, that I may drink. 

11 And as fhe was going to fetch z, he called to 
her, and faid, Bring me, | pray thee,a morfcl of bread 
in thine hand. 

12 And fhe faid, As the Lorn thy God liveth, I 
have not a cake, but an handful of meal ina barre}, 
and alittle oil in a crufe: and, behold, I am gathering 
two fticks, that I may go in and drefsit for me and 
my fon, that we may eat it, and die. 

13 And Elijah faid unto her, Fear not; go and 

.do-as thou haft faid: but make me thereof a little 
cake firft, and bring zé unto me, and after make for 
thee and for thy fon. 

14 For thus faith the Lorn God of Ifrael, the 
barrel of meal fhall not wafte, neither fhall the crufe 
of oil fail, until the day ¢hai the Loxp fendeth rain 
upon the earth. 

1g And fhe went and did according to the faying 
of Elijah: and fhe, and he, and her houfe, did eat 
many days. 

16 And the barrel of meal wafted not, neither did 
the crufe of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lorp, which he {pake by Elijah. 

17 And it came to pafs after thefe things, ¢hat 
the fon of the woman, the miltrefs of the houfe, fell 
fick ; and his ficknefs was fo fore, that there was no 
breath left in him. : 

18 And fhe faid unto Elijah, What have I to dowith 
thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to 
call my fin to remembrance, and to flay my fon? 

19 And he faid unto her, Give me thy fon. And he 
took him out of her bofom, and carried him up into 
a loftwhere he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 

20 And he cried unto the Lorn, and faid, O Lorn, 
my God, haft thou alfo brought evil upon the widow 
with whom I fojourn, by flaying her fon? 

et And he ftretched himfelf upon the child three 
times, and cried unto the Lorp, and faid, O Lorn, 
my God, I pray thee, let this child’s foul come into 
him again. 

22 And the Lorn heard the voice of Elijah; and 
the foul of the child came into him again, and he 
revived. . 

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him 
down out of the chamber into the houfe, and deli- 
vered him unto his mother, and Elijah faid, See, thy 
fon liveth. 

24 And the woman faid to Elijah, Now by this I 
know that thou a7¢ aman of God, and that the word 
of the Lorp in thy mouth zs truth. 


Cc H A P, SVIIT, 


1 Inthe extremity of the famine Elijah is fent to meet 
Ahab, 3 hab and Obadiah go different ways in fearch 
of pafiure for the cattle. 7 Elyah mceteth Obadiah, 
and _fendeth him to call Ahab. 18 Ahab, after receiv- 
ing a reproaf, by Elijah's direttion gathereth together 
all the prophets of Baal, 21 Elijah propofeth to decide 
Ly a fign from heaven beiween the LORD and Baal. 
25 Baal’s prophets invoke himin vain. Elijah pray- 
iug isanfwered by fire from heaven: the pecple own the 





12 That we may cat it, anddie.| Meaning when that was gone they 
had nothing elfe left to fupport them. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVII. 


We find by this miracle in behalf of Elijah, and, by his inftrument- 
ality, for the poor widow, the great care Gad took of his prophet, 
nnd alfo his regard for thofe that fear him ; and that even in hard 
feafons, and in the time of dearth, he will fatisfy and provide for 
his people; fee P/aln xxxviis. 


Ly prayer, and runneth before Ahab to Fezrecl. 

N D it came to pafs after many days, that the 

word of the Loxrp came to Elijah in the third 

year, faying, Go, fhew thyfelfunto Ahab ; and I will 
fend rain upon the earth. 

2 And Elijah went to fhew himfelf unto Ahab, 
And there was a fore famine in Samaria. 

3 9 And Ahab called Obadiah, which teas the 
governor of fA/s houfe. (Now Obadiah feared the 
Loko greatly: 

4 For it was fo, when Jezebel cut off the prophets 
ofthe Lorn, that Obadiah took anhundred prophets, 
and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with 
bread and water.) 

5 And Ahab faid unto Obadiah, Go into the land, 
unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: per- 
adventure we may find grafs to fave the horfes and 
mules alive, that we lofe not all the beatts. 

6 So they divided the land between them to pals 
throughout it: Ahab went one way by himfelf, and 
Obadiah went another way by himlelf. 

7 @ Andas Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah 
met him: and he knew him, and fcll on his face, and 
faid, drt thou that my lord Jé!ijah ? 

8 And he anfwered him, I am; go, tell thy lord, 


if Bchold, Elijah zs here. 


9 Andhe faid, What have] finned, that thou would- 
eft deliver thy fervantinto the hand of Ahab, to flay 
me? 

10 As the Lorp thy Cod liveth, there is no nation 
or kingdom, whither my lord hath not fenttofeek thee: 
and when they faid, He 7s not ¢herc; he took an oath of 
the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not. 

11 And now thou fayeft, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah cs here. 


905, 


12 And it fhall come to pafs, as foon as I am gone ' 


from thee, that the Spirit of the Lorp fhall carry thee 
whither I know not; and fo when I come and tell 
Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he fhall flay me: but 
J thy fervant fear the Lorp from my youth. 

13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Je- 
zebel flew the prophets of the Lorp, how I hid an 
hundred men of the Lorp’s prophets by fifty ina 
cave, and fed them with bread and water? 

14 And now thou fayeft, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, 
Elijah zs here: and he fhall flay me. 

15 And Elijah faid, ds the Lorn of hofts liveth, 
before whom I ftand, I will furely fhew my {elf unto 
him to day. 

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: 
and Ahab went to meet Elijah. 

17 And it came to pals, when Ahab faw Elijah, that 
Ahab faid untohim, Art thou he that troubleth Ifrael? 

18 | And he anfwered, I have not troubled I frael; 
but thou, and thy father’s houfe, in that ye have for~ 
faken the commandments of the Lorp, and thou haft 
followed Baalim. oy 

1g Now therefore fend, and gather to me all Ifrael 
unto mount Carme), and the prophets of Baal four 
hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves 
four hundred, which eat at {ezebel’s table. 

20 So Ahab fent unto all the children of Ifrael, and 
gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel. 

21@ And Elijah came unto all the people, and faid, 
How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lorp 

be 
rr 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XVIII. 

3 Obadiah feared the Lord greatly.| Obadiah was a truly religious 
man, and worfhipped God alone, and had an affection for hisfervants. 

12 The Spirit of the Lord fhall carry thee whither I know act, &c.) 
i. e. Shall fnatgh thee away from hence ; as fometimes the prophers 
were fuddenly tranfported by an invifible power to places far diftant. 

19 The prophets of the groves, &c.} Some underftand by “* the pro- 
phets of the groves,” the prophets of Aftarte, the goddefs of the 
Zidonians, 

: 5 26 Thy 


EE I LE EC A ONS 
Baal’s prophets mect. Their invocation. CHAP. XIX. Elyah by prayer obtaineth rain. 
ee ee 
Before be God, follow him: but if Baal, hen follow him. 38 Then the fire of the Loxp fell, and confumed tefore 
CHRIST And the people anfwered him not a word. the burnt facrifice, and the wood, and the ftones, andCHRIST 


oe 22 Then faid Elijah unto the people, I, even Tonly,{} the duft, and licked up the water that was in the 996 





yemain a prophet of the Lorn; but Baal’s prophets 
are four hundred and fifty men. 

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and 
let them choofe one bullock for themfelves, and cut 
it in pieces, and lay z¢ on wood, and put no fire under: 
and I will dref’s the other bullock, and lay it on wood, 
and put no fire under : 

24. And call ye on the name of your gods, and I 
will call on the name of the Lorp; and the God that 
anfwereth by fire, !ct him be God. And all the peo- 
ple anfwered and faid, It is well fpoken. 

25 4 And Elijah faid unto the prophets of Baal, 
Choofe you one bullock for yourfelves, and drefs zé 
firlt; for ye are many; and call on the name of your 
gods, but put no fire under. 

26 Andthey took the bullock which was given them, 
and they dreffed z/, and called on the name of Baal 
from morning even until noon, faying, O Baal, hear 
us. Butéhere was no voice, nor any that anfwered. 
And they leaped upon the altar which was made. 

a7 And it came to pafsat noon, that Elijah mocked 
them, and faid, Cry aloud: for he zs a god; either he 
is talking, or he is purfuing, or he is in a journey, or 
peradventure he fleepeth, and muft be awaked. 

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themfelves after 
their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood 
gufhed out upon them. 

29 And it came to pafs, when midday was paft, and 
they propbefied until the sime of the offering of the 
evening facrifice, that there was neither voice, norany 
to anfwer, nor any that regarded. . 

go §| And Elijah faid unto all the people, Come 
near unto me. And all the people came near unto 
him. And he repaired the altar of the Lorn that was 
broken down. . 

31 And Elijah took twelve ftones, according to 
the number of the tribes of the fons of Jacob, unto 
whom the word of the Lorp came, faying, Ifrael 
fhall be thy narne: 

2 And with the ftones he built an altarin the 
name of the Lokp: and he madea trench about the 
altar, asgreat as would contain two meatfures of feed. 

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bul- 
lock in pieces, and laid Aim on the wood, and faid, 
Fill four barrels with water, and pour z¢ on the burnt 
facrifice, and on the wood, 

34 And he faid, Do z¢ the fecondtime. And they 
did *# the fecond time. And he faid, Do z¢ the third 
time. And they did z the third time. | 

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and 
he filled the trench alfo with water. 

36 And it came to pafs at the time of the offering 
of the evening facrifice, that Elijahthe prophet came 
near, and faid, Lorp, God of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
of Ifrael, let it be known this day that thou a7t God 
in Ifrael, and thot I am thy fervant, and shat I have 
done all thefe things at thy word. 

37 Hear me, O Lorn, hear me, that this people 
may know that thou art the Lorp God, and ¢baé thou 
hait turned their heart back again. 


ed 

26 They leaped upor the altar, &c.|] tis fuppofed they ran about 
as men in an ecftacy with a prophetic fury, which put them into 
uncouth and diforderly motions, 

27 Cry ald: for be is a god; either, &c.] Thefe ironical expreftions 
of the prophet are extremely keen and farcaftical, which could not 
fail of highly incenfing the idolatrous priefts. 

29 Thry prophefied, &c.] i.e. Sang hymns and praifes to Baal ; 
which is fometimes meant by prophefying. 

45 The avater ran about the altar, &c.] "Thus the miracle became 
more confpicuous and convincing, and all fufpicion of fallacy was 
removed. 

42 He caf? himfelf down upox the earth, and put his face betaveen his 
dv-es.] Elijah felt upon his knees, and bowed his head to the very 
ground, fo thatit touched his knees, in token of great humility in 
his addreffes to God, 

No 28. 


trench. 

3g And when all the people faw zt, they fell on 
their faces: and they faid, The Lorp,hezs the God; 
the Lorp, he zs the God. 

40 And Elijah faid unto them, Take the prophets 
of Baal; let not one of them efcape. And they took 
them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kifhon, and flew them there. 

41 @ And Elijah faid unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat 
and drink; for ¢hereis a found of abundance of rain. 

42 So Ahab went up to cat andto drink. And 
Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he caft 
himfelf down upon the earth, and put his face be- 
tween his knees, 

43 And faid to his fervant, Go up now, look to- 
ward the fea. And he went up, and looked, and faid, 
There ts nothing. And he faid, Goagain feven times. 

44. And itcameto pafs at the feVenth time, thathe 
faid, Behold, there arifetha little cloud out of the 
fea, like a man’s hand. Andhe faid, Go up, fay unto 
Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that 
the rain ftop thee not. 

45 And it came to pafs in the mean while, that the 
heaven was black with clouds and wind,and there was 
a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went io Jezrce). 

46 And the hand of the Lorp was on Elijah; and 
he girded up his loins, tand ran before Ahab to the 
entrance of Jezrcel. 


CHAP. XIX, 


I Fexcbel threatening Elijah’s life for having flain Baal’s 
merits he feed 64 ee ae 4. In ies 
he groweth weary of life, but being twice flrengthened 
by food brought him by an angel,he rcacheth Horch after 
having fafted forty days and forty nights. 9g At Horeb 
God appeareth unio him, and commiffioncth himto anoint 
Hazael, Fehu, and Elifha. 19 He mectcth Elifha,who 
taking leave of his friends followeth him. 


ho Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, 
and withal how he had flain all the prophets 
with the fword. . 

2 Then Jezebel fent a meffenger unto Elijah, fay- 
ing, So let the gods do ¢o me, and more alfo, if I 
make not thy life as the life of one of them by to~ 
morrow about this time. 

3 And when he faw that, he arofe, and went for 
his life, and came to Beer-fheba, which belongeth to 
Judah, and left his fervant there. 

4 9 But he himfelf went a day’s journey into the 
wildernefs, and came and fat down under a juniper 
tree: and he requeited for himfelf that he might die; 
and faid, Itis enough; now, O Lor», take away my 
life ; for I am not better than my fathers. 

5 Andas he lay and flept under a juniper tree, be. 
hold, then an angel touched him, and faid unto him, 
Arife and eat. ' 

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake 
baken on thecoals, and a crufe of water at his head. 
And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again. 


7 And the angelof the Lory cameagainthe fecond 
time, 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVIII. 


As the prayer of Elijah fhut and opened heaven, fo Jet us remember, 
that the effetual fervent prayer of a righteous man will open the 
heart and hand of the God of mercy towards us. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, XIX. 


1 All the prophets, &c.] i.e. All the prophets of Baal. i 
3 He arifi, and went for his L-fe, &c.] God might, upon this oc- 
cafion, withdraw that {pirit of intrepidity, wherewith at other times 
he fortified Elijah’s mind, on purpofe to fhew him his natural imbe- 
cility, and his continual need of the divine affiftance. 
© On the coals, &c.} This fhould be rendered, On hot ftones. — - 
4P 12 After 
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God appeareth to Elyah at Horeb. 





I KINGS. 





Ben-iadad warreth againft Ifrael. 





conigrtime, and touched him, and faid, Arife and cat; 


g06. becaufe the journey zs too great for thee. 

8 And he arofe, and did eat and drink, and went 
in the ftrength of that meat forty days and forty nights 
unto Horeb the mount of God. 

And he came thither untoa cave, and lodged 
there; and behold, the word of the Lorn came to him, 
and he faid unto him, What doeft thou here, Elijah ?P 

10 And he faid, I have been very jealous for the 
Lorp God of hofts: for the children of Ifrael have 
forfaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and 
flain thy prophets with the fword; and I, even I only, 
am left; and they feek my life, to take it away. 

11 And he faid, Go forth, and fland upon the 
mount before the Lorn. And, behold, the Lory paf- 
fed by, and a great and ftrong wind rent the moun- 
tains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lorn; 
gut the Lorp was not in the wind: and after the wind 
anearthquake; duéthe Lorpwas notinthe earthquake: 

12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lorp 
was not in the fire: and after the fire a ftill fmall voice. 

13 And it was fo, when Elijah heard 7#, that he 
wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and 
ftood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, 
there came a voice unto him, and faid, What doeft 
thou here, Elijah? 

14 And he faid, I have been very jealous for the 
Lorp God of hofts: becaufe the children of Ifrael 
have forfakenthy covenant, thrown down thinealtars, 
and flain thy prophets with the fword ; and I, evcn I 
only, am left ; and they feek my life, to take it away. 

15 And the Lorp faid unto him, Go, return on thy 
way to the wildernefs of Damafcus: and when thou 
comeft, anoint Hazael to 4e king over Syria. 

16 And Jehu the fon of Nimfhi fhalt thou anoint 
to be king over Ifrael: and Elifha the fon of Shaphat 
of Abel-holah fhalt thou anoint ¢o Ze prophet in thy 
room. 

17 And it fhall come to pafs, ‘hat him that efcapeth 
the {word of Hazael fhall Jehu flay: and him that 
efcapeth from the fword of Jehu fhall Elifha flay. 

18 Yet I have left me feven thoufand in Ifrael, all 
the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and 
every mouth which hath not kiffed him. 

19 © So he departed thence, and found Elifha the 
fon of Shaphat, who was plowing w7th twelve yoke of 
oxen before him, and he with the twelfth : and Elijah 
paffed by him,and caft his mantle upon him. 

20 And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and 
faid, Let me, I pray thee, kifs my father and my mo- 
ther, aid then I will follow thee, And he faid unto 
him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee ? 

21 And he returned back from him, and took a 
yoke of oxen, and flew them, and boiled their fleth 
with the inftruments of the oxen, and gave unto the 
people, and they did eat. Then he arofe, and went 
after Elijah, and miniftered unto him. 

Cc H A P. XX. 

1 Ben-hadad king of Syria, not content with Ahab’s fub- 
m five iomage, warreth againft Samaria. 13 Bya 
propuet's direction the Syrians are fmitten. 22 Accord- 
wg as the prophet had forewarned Ahh, the Syrians 

_ next year come againft him in Aphek, in confidence of 
better fuccefs in the plain, than on the hills, 28 A pro- 


A 

12 After the fire a fell faall vsice-|_ Here the divine nature is re- 
prefented as inclined not to terrify and deftroy, but placidly to invite 
and preferve : God eafily lays afide his anger, and delights to exer- 
cife merey. 

19 Who wat plowing with tnuelue yole of oxeu—and caft his mantl: 
zpou bin.)  Elifna, the fon of Shaphat, was taken from the plough 
to bea prophet, in like manner as among the Romans afterwards, 
fome were fetched from thence to be confuls and ditators. ‘The 
mantle was the proper habit of prophets, and therefore Elijah’s caft- 
ing it upon blifha was the ceremony here ufed for his inauguration. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 
We may learn from the contents of this chapter, that God loves 
and comforts thofe who afflitt themfelves to promote his glory ; 
e 





phet declaring it Leferchand to be a fpecial judgment on wer ,., 

then, they are again defeated with a great flaughter. CHRIST 

31 They fue fubaiffively tn Ahab, who recetveth Ben~ 9 

hadad kindly, end fendeth hin away with a covenant 

of peace. 35 A prophet, baving firft by a parable 

brought Ahab to coudemu himfelf, denownceth Gods 

judgment againft him for his unfeafonable lenity. 
N D Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all 
his hoft together: and there were thirty and two 
kings with him, and horfes, and chariots: and he went 
up and befieged Samaria, and warred ayainft it. 

2 And he fent meffengers to Ahab king of Ifrael 
intothe city, and faidunto him, Thus faith Ben-hadad, 

3 Thy filver and thy gold zs mine; thy wives alfo 
and thy children, cven the goodlieft, are mine. 

4 And the king of Ifrael anfwered and faid, My 
lord, O king, according to thy faying, Iam thine, 
and all that I have. 

§ And the meffengers came again, and faid, Thus 
fpeaketh Ben-hadad, faying, Although I have fent 
unto thee, faying, Thou fhalt deliver me ‘by filver, 
and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy childicn; 

6 YetI will fend my fervants unto thee tomorrow 
about this time, and they fhall fearch thine houfe, 


and the houfes of thy fervants; and it fhall be, haf 


whatfoever is pleafant in thine eyes, they fhall put 


zé in their hand, and take zt away. 


7 Then the king of Ifrael called all the elders of 
the land, and faid, Mark, I pray you, and fee how 
this man feeketh mifchief: for he fent unto me for 
my wives, and for my children, and for my filver, 
and for my gold; and I denied him not. 

8 And all the elders and all the people faid unto 
him, Hearken not unto him, nor confent. 

Whercfore he faid unto the meffengers of Ben- 
hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that thou didft fend 
for to thy fervant at the firft I willdo; buttiis thing 
{may not do. And the meffenger departed and 
brought*him word again. 

10 And Ben-hadad fentunto him, and faid, The 
gods do fo unto me, and more alfo, if the duft of 
Samaria fhall fuffice tor handtuls for all the people 
that follow me. 

a1 And the king of Ifracl anfwered and fnid, Tell 


Aim, Let not him that girdcth on his harncfs boalt 


himfelf as he that putteth it off. 

12 And it came to pafs, when Ben-haded heard this 
meffage, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the 
pavilions, that he faid unto his fervants, Set yourfelwcs 
in array. And they fet shemfelves in arroy again the 
city. 

13 @ And, behold, there came a prophet unto 
Ahab king of [frael, faying, Thus faith the Lorn, 
Haft thou feen all this great multitude? behold, I 
will deliver it into thine hand this day; and thou 
fhalt know that I am the Loro. 

14 And Ahab faid, By whom? And he faid, Thus 
faith the Lorn, Even by the young men of the prin- 
ces of the provinces. Then he faid, Who fhall order 
the battle ? And he anfwered, Thou. 

15 Then he numbered the young men of the prin- 
ces of the provinces, and they were two hundred and 
thirty two: and after themhe numbered all thepcople, 


even all the children of Ifrael, being feven thouland. 


16 And 


that there is aluays a remnant of his elect people who adhere to 
his precept ; therefore we fhoukd truft in the Lord ar all times. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 

1 Ber-hadad.} Which fignifies, ‘© the fon of Hadad,” who was 
of the feed reyal of Edom, and efcaped into Egypt when David flow 
all the males in Edom ; fee chap. xi. 17- 

Aud beficged Samaria, &c.] He went up to befiege it. 

7 4 denied bim not. } When the public good was concerned, hé would 
do nothing without the confent of the elders of the people. 

1g The yung sen of the primes of the provinees, &c.| ‘This battle 
was to be won by young men, and siot by old experienced officers, 
that thereby it might appear that the viGory was wholly owing to 
God’s gracious and pewerfa) providence, and not the v. lonr or fitness 
of the inftruments, = 26 Hoe 


The Syrians are defeated. 


CHRIS 
gor. 


gco. 


= 16 And they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad zas 
drinking himfelf drunk in the pavilions, he and the 
kings, the thirty and two kings that helped him. 

17 Andthe young men ofthe princes of the provinces 
went out firft ; and Ben-hadad fent out, and they told 
him, faying, There are men come out of Samaria. 

18 And he faid, Whether they be come out for 
peace, take them alive ; or whether they be come 
out for war, take them alive. 

19 So thcfe young men of the princes of the pro- 
vinces came out of the city, and the army which fol- 
lowed them. 

20 And they flew every one his man: and the Sy- 
rians fled; and Ifrael purfued them : and Ben-hadad 
the king of Syria efcaped on an horfe with the horfe- 
men. 

21 And the king of Ifrael went out, and fmote the 
horfes and chariots, and flew the Syrians with a great 
flaughter. 

22 And the prophet came to the king of Ifrael, 
and faid unto him, Go, ftrengthen thyfelf, and mark, 
and fee what thou doeft : for at the return of the year 
the king of Syria will come up againft thee. 

23 And the fervants of the king of Syria faid unto 
him, ‘Their gods are gods of the hills; therefore they 
were ftronger than we; but let us fight againft them 
in the plain, and furely we fhall be ftronger than they. 

24 And do this thing, Take the kings away, every 
man out of his place, and put captains in their rooms: 

25 And number thee an army, like the atmy that 
thou haft loft, horfe for horfe, and chariot for chariot: 
and we will fight againft them in the plain, and furely 
we fhall be ftronger than they. And he hearkened 
unto their voice, and did fo. 

26 And it came to pafs at the return of the year, 
that Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and went up 
to Aphek, to fight againft Ifracl. 

27 And the children of Ifra.] were numbered, and 
were all prefent, and went againft them: and the 
children of Ifacl pitched before them like two little 
flocks of kids; butthe Syrians filled the country. 

28 @ And there came a man of God, and fpake 
untothe king of Jfracl,and faid, Thus faith the Lorn, 
Becanfe the Syrians have faid, The Lorp zs God of 
the hills, but he 7s not God of the vallies, therefore 
will { deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, 
and ye thall know that I am the Lorp. 

29 Ard they pitched one overagainftthe otherfeven 
days. And fo it was, that inthe feventh day the battle 
was joined: andthe children of Ifrael flew of the 
Syrians, an hundred thoufand footmen in one day. 

o Buc the reft fled to Aphek, inte the city; and 
there a wall fell upon twenty and feven thoufand of 
the men éhat were left. And Ben-hadad fled, and 
came into the city, into an inner chamber. 

a1 § Andhis fervants faid unto him, Behold, now, 
we have heard that the kings of thehoufe of Ifrael are 
merciful kings: let us, I pray thee, put fackcloth on 
our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go out to 
the king of Ifracl: peradventure he will fave thy life. 

32 So they girded fackcloth on their loins, and 
jut ropes on their heads, and came to the king of 
Ifrael and faid, Thy fervant Ben-hadad faith, I pray 
thee, let me live. And he faid, /s he yet alive? he 
2s my brother. 

33 Now themen did diligently obferve whether any 
Ping would come from him, and did haftily catchz¢: and 


26 Went up to dphck, &c.] Aphek or Aphaca was fiteate in Liba- 
nus, upon the river Adonis, between Heliopolis and Biblos. 

32 Lhey girded facklik on their loinsand put rapes on their heads, &e.} 
The former was a token of great forrow for what they had doae, 
and the lacter a token of fubjettion to whatever punifhment Ahab 
fhould think fit to inflict upon them. 

36 od dian found bier and flew him.] Notwithftanding he knew the 
Indifpenfability of God’s commands, and that this was the very thing 
that he enjoined, yet out of an indifcrect piety and compaffion to 


his brother, he refufed to comply. 


CHAP. XXI. 








































ye, bring him. Then Ben-hadad came forth to him; 

and he caufed him to come up into the chariot. 

34 And Bea-hadad faid unto him, The cities which 
my father took from thy father, I will reftore: and 
thou fhale make fireets for thee in Damafcus, as my 
father made in Samaria. Then faid Ahad,1 will fend 
thee away with this covenant. So he made a cove- 
nant with him, and fent him away. 

35 Anda certain man of the fons of the pro~ 
phets faid unto his neighbour in the word of the 
Lorp, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man refufed 
to fmite him. : . 

36 Then faid he unto him, Becaufe thou haft not 
obeyed the voice of the Lorb, behold, as foon as 
thou art departed from me, a lion fhall flay thee. 
And as foon as he was departed from him, a lion 
found him, and flew him. 

37 Then he found another man, and faid, Smite 
me, I pray thee. And the man {mote him, fo that in 
{miting he wounded him. 

38 50 the prophet departed, and waited for the 
king by the way, and difguifed himfelf with afhes 
upon his face : 

39 And as the king paffed by, he cried unto the 
king: and he faid, Thy fervant went out into the midft 
of the battle; and, behold, a man turned afide, and 
brought a man unto me, and faid, Keep this man: if 
by any means he be miffing, then thall thy life be for 
his life, or elfe thou fhalt pay a talent of filver. 

40 And as thy fervant was bufy here and there, he 
was gone. Andthe king of Ifrael faid unto him, So 
frall thy judgment de; thyfelf haft decided zt. 

41 And he hafted, and took the afhes away from 
his face; and the king of Iirael difcerned him that he 
was of the prophets. 

42 And he faid unto him, Thus faith the Lorn, 
Becaufe thou haft let go out of hy hand a man whom 
I appointed to utter deftru€tion, therefore thy life 
fhall go for his life, and thy people for his people. 

43 Ancdthe king of Ifrael went to his houfe heavy 
and difpleafed, and came to Samaria. 

C H A PP. XXI. 

1 Ababis fore difpleafed at being refufed the vineyard o 
Naboth? 5 Eg omer ee recuse we 
both to be froned to death upon a falfe accusation of blaf~ 
phemy. 15 She fendeth Ahad to take poffeffiion of the 
vineyard. 17 Elijah is fent to meet him, and denounc— 
eth God’s judgments againft Ahab and Fezebel for their 
wickedne/s. 27 Ahab humbling himfelf before God, the 
punifnment is deferred till his fon’s days. 

ND it came to pafs afterthefe things,that Naboth 
the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which teas in 

Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria. 
2 And Ahab fpake unto Naboth, faying, Give me 

thy vineyard, that I may have it fora garden of herbs, 

becaufe itzs nearunto my houfe: and I will givethee 
for ica better vineyard than it; ov, if it feem good to 
thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money. 

3 And Naboth faid to Ahab, The Lorp forbid it 
me, thatI fhould give the inheritance of my fathers 
unto thee. 

4AndAhabcameintohishoufe heavy anddifpleafed 
becaufe of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had 
fpoken to him: for he had faid, I will not give thee 
the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid himdown 

. upon 
ce ASS 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XX. 
We here fee that God punithes fuch as unjuftly fall upon others; 

and gives marks of his bounty to the greateft finners, to excite 

them to repentance, and to give glory to his holy name. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 

The Lord forbid — th. Reudd give the inheritance of my fathers unta 
ie oy eka be eae he fhould both offeca Ca, and in. 
jure his potterity ; which he, being a pious and religious man, durk 
nor adventure to do, b And 


Ahab's unfeafonable lenity reproved. 


a a ae 
a 
they faid, Thy brother Ben-hadad. Then he faid, Go Belore 


Before 
goo. 


899. 


Jezebel procureth Naboth’s death. 





I. KINGS. Ahab feeketh to recover Ramoth-gilead, 


Baafha the fon of Ahijah, for the provocation where-~ Before 
with thou haft provoked me to anger, and made Ifrael CU RIST. 
Sgy, 





Before upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would 


CHRIST 
Bop. Cat no bread. 


5 1 But Jezebel his wife came to. him,and faid unto 
him, Why isthy fpirit fo fad, that thou eateft no bread? 

6 And he faid unto her, Becaufe I fpake unto Na- 
both the Jezreelite, and faid unto him, Give me thy 
vineyard for money; or elfe, if it pleafe thee, I will 
give thee another vineyard for it : and he anfwered, 
I will not give thee my vineyard. 

7 And Jezebel his wife faid unto him, Doft thou 
now govern the kingdom of Ifrael? arife, and eat 
bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee 
the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 

8 So fhe wrote letters in Ahab’s name, and fealed 
them with his feal, and {ent the letters unto the elders 
and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with 
Naboth. 

g And fhe wrote in the letters, faying, Proclaima 
faft, and fet Naboth on high among the people: 

10 And fet two men, fons of Belial, before him, to 
bear witnefs againfthim, faying, Thou didft blaf- 
pheme Godandthe king. And then carry him out, 
and ftone him, that he may die. 

11 And the men ofhis city, even the elders and the 
nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as 
Jezebel had fent unto them, and as it was written in 
the letters which fhe had fent unto them. 

12 They proclaimed a faft, and {et Naboth on 
high among the people. 

13 And there came in two men, children of Belial, 
and fat before him: and the men of Belial witneffed 
again{t him, even againft Naboth, in the prefence of 
the people, faying, Naboth did blafpheme God and 
the king. Then they carried him forth out of the 
city, and ftoned him with ftones that he died. 

14 Then they fent to Jezebel, faying, Naboth 
is ftoned, and is dead. 

15 I Andit came to pafs, when Jezebel heard that 
Naboth was ftoned, and was dead, that Jezebel faid 
to Ahab, Arife, take poffeffion of the vineyard of 
Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refufed to give thec 
for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead. 

16 And it came to pafs, when Abab heard that Na- 
both was dead, that Ahab rofe up to go down to the 
vineyard of Naboth the Jezreclite, to take poffeffion 
of it. 

17 “I And the word of the Lorp came to Elijah 
the Tifhbite; faying, 

18 Arife, go down to meet Ahab king of Ifrael, 
which zs in Samaria: behold, he zs in the vineyard of 
Naboth, whither he is gone down to poffefs it. 

tg And thou fhalt fpeak unto him, faying, Thus 
faith the Lorn, Haft thou killed, and alfotaken pof 
feffion? And thou halt fpeak unto him, faying Thus 
faith the Loxp, In the place where dogs licked the 
blood of Naboth fhall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. 

z0 And Ahab faid to Elijah, Haft thou found me, 
O mine enemy? And he anfwered, I have found thee: 
becaufe thou haft fold thyfelf to work evil in the 
fight of the Lorn. 

21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will 
take away thy pofterity, and will cut off from Ahab 
him that piffeth againft the wall, and him that is fhut 
up and left in Ifrael, 

22 And will make thine houfe like the houfe of 
Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, and like the houfe of 


A NESS 

6 And he anfavered, 1 will not give thee my wineyard.} Ahab’s re- 
port implies as if Naboth’s anfwer was a furly refufal, but ungene- 
roufly conceals the reafons which he had affigned. 

7 Doft thou now govern the kingdom of Ifraely &c.} i.e. Doth it be- 
comea king to beg, and not rather to command. 

13 Saying, Nabath did blafpheme Gad and the king, &c.] Thefe men 
accufed Naboth of reviling the king, that Ahab, by confifcation, 
might get poffeffion of his eftate. 

2g Becaufe he humbleth himfelf before me, &c.] No doubt this in- 
ftance of the divine lenity is left upon record, to encourage the firft 
dawnings of repentance, and to affure us, that our good and gracious 
God will not break the bruifed reed, nor quench the {moking flax, 

3 


to fin. 

23 And of Jezchbel alfo fpake the Lorn, faying, 
The dogs fhall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel. | | 
24 Him that dicth of Ahab in the city the dogs 
fhall eat ; and him that dieth in the field fhall the 

fowls of the air eat. 

2s But there was nonelike unto Ahab, which did 
fell himfelf to work wickednefs in the fight of the 
Lorpb, whom Jezcbel his wife ftirred up. 

26 And he did very abominably in following idols, 
according to all éhings as did the Amorites, whom 
the Lorn caft out before the children of Ifrael. 

27 4 And it came to pafs, when Ahab heard thofe 
words, that he rent his clothes, and put fackcloth 
upon his flefh, and fafted, and lay in fackcloth, and 
went foftly. 

28 And the word of the Lorp came to Elijah the 
Tifhbite, faying, 

29 Secft thou how Abab humbleth himfelf before 
me? becaufe Ahab humbleth himfelf before me, I 
will not bring the evil in his days: ut in his fon's 
days will I bring the evil upon his houfe. 


CHAP. XXII. 


1 Ahab perfuadeth Fehofhaphai to go with him againf: 
Ramoth-gilead. 5 Fehofhaphat propofing to enquire of 
the LORD, the falfe prophets affure Ahab of fuccefs. 
7 At Fehofhaphat’s requeft Micaiah is fent for: 15 
who foretelleth Ahab’s death, and fheweth that his falfe 
prophets were poffeffed ty a lying fpirit. 24 He is ill 
treated, and fent to prifon. 29 Ahab goeth in difgnuife 
to the battle. 31 Fehsfhaphat being miflaken for clhab 
narrowly efcapeth being flain. 34 Ahabis killed by 
an arrew fhot ata venture: the people are difperfed lp 
proclamaticn. 39 The adls of Ahab, who is fucceedra 
by Ahaziah. 41 Fchofhaphat’s good reign: his aéis. 
50 Fehofhaphat dicth, and is fucceeded by Fehoram. 
51 Ahaziah’s wicked reign. 


A ND they continued three years without war 
between Syria and Ifracl. 


2 And it cametopafsin the third year thatJehofha- 3,7. 


phat the king of Judah came down tothe king of Ifrael. 

g And the king of Ifrael faid unto his fervants, 
Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead 7s our’s,and wee ftill, 
and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria? 

4 Andhe faid unto Jehofhaphat, Wilt thou go with 
me to battle to Ramoth-gilead ? And Jehofhaphat 
faid to the king of Efrael, I am as thou art, my people 
as thy people, my horfes as thy horfes. 

§ @ And Jehofhaphat faid unto the king of Ifrael, 
Enquire, ] pray thee, at the word of the Lorp to day. 

6 Then the king of Ifrael gathered the prophets 
together, about four hundred men, and faid unto 
them, Shall I go againft Ramoth-gilcad to battle, or 
fhall I forbear ? And they faid, Go up; for the Lorp 
fhall deliver zt into the hand of the king. 

72 And Jehofhaphatfaid, fs therenot herea prophet 
of the Loxp befides, that we might enquire of him ? 

8 And the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofhaphat, 
There is yet one man, Micaiah the fon of Imlah, by 
whom we may enquire ofthe Lorp: but Ihate him; 
for he doth not prophefy good concerning me, but 
evil. And Jehofhaphat faid, Let not the king fay fo. 

g Then ~ 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XXI. 
There are folemn cautionsin this chapter againft covetoufnefs, rapines 

and murder, &c. and it alfo fhews us that punifbinent follows clofe 

after great crimes, and efpecially fhedding of innocent blood, 
violence and injuftice. 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

7 Febyhaphat faid, Is there not herea prophet of the Lird befid.s, &e. + 
‘The purpofe of Jehofhaphat was not to enquire of the priefts of the 
grove, but of fome true prophet of the Lord ; fur he was too religious 
2 man to attempt any thing of this kind without a divine dircdtion 
and approbation. e 

15 Go 





a 


Ahab flain in baitle. 





i nienemmecnniesiemmanieniamamamaal : 
Micaiah fc oretelleth his death. 


vW— 
Before 9g Then the king of Ifracl called an officer, and faid, 


CHAP. XXII. 
Refore 


294 So the king of Ifraeland Jehofhaphat the king eee 
of Jadah went up to Ramorh-gilead. ay 





CHRIST ry titen Dither Micaiah the fon of In:lah. 
97° 


10 And the king of Ifraeland Jehothaphat the king 
of Judah fat cach on his throne, having put on their 
robes, ina void place in the enrrance of the gate of 
Samaria; and all the prophets prophefied before them. 

rr And Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah made him 
horns of iron: and he faid, Thus faith the Lor», 
With thefe fhale thou pufh the Syrians, until thou 


have confumed them. 
12 And all the prophets prophcfied fo, faying, Go 


up to Ramoth-cilead, and profper: for the Lorp thall 
deliver zf into the king’s hand. 

13 Andthe meflenger that was gone to call Micatah 
fpake unto him, faying, Behold now, the words of the 
prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: 


ler thy ward, F pray thee, be like the word of one of | 


them, and {peak that which 7s good. 

14 And Micaiah faid, 4 the Lorn liveth, what the 
Loxp faith unto me, tiat will I fpeak. 

15 @ So he came tothe king. And the king faid 
unto him, Micaiah, fhal] we go upainft Ramoth-gilead 


to batile, or fhall we forbear? And he anfwered him,, 


Go, and profper: for the Lorp fhall deliver #7 into the 
hand of the king. 

16 And the king faid unto him, How many times 
fhall T idjure thee chat rhou tell me nothing but thar 
which fs true intne name orthe Lorp? 

17 nd fe faid, f taw all Jirael [cactered upon.the 
hills, as Cicep that have nota fhepherd: and the Lorp 
faid, Vheie have no mafter: let them return every man 
to his houfe in peace. 

18 And the king of Hfracl faid unto Jebofhaphar, 
Did I nor rell thee char he would prophefy no good 
concerning me, but evil ? 

1g And he faid, Hear thou therefore the word of 
the Lorn: I faw the Lorn fitting on his throne, and 
all the hof of heaven ftanding by him on his right 


hand and on his left. 
20 And the Lorn faid, Who fhall perfuade Ahab, 


that he may go upand fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one 
faid on this manner, and another faid on that manner. 

ar And there came forth a fpirit, and ftoud betore 
the Lorn, and faid, I will perfuade him. 

a2 Andthe Lorp faid unto him, Wherewith ? And 
he faid, I will go forth, and f£ will be a lying {pirit in 
the mouth of ail his prophets. And he faid, Thou 
fhalt perfuade im, and prevail alfo: go forth, and 
do fo. 

23 Now therefore, behold, the Lory hath puta ly- 
ing fpiric in the mouth of all thefe thy prophets, and 
the Lorp hath fpoken evil concerning thee. 

24 4 But Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah went near, 
and fmote Micaizh on the cheek, and faid, Which way 
went the Spirit of the Lorp from me to fpeak unto 
thee ? 

2g And Micaiah faid, Behold, thou fhalt fee in thar 
day, when thou fhalt go into an inner chamber to hide 
thyfelf. 

26 And the king of Ifrael faid, Take Micaiah, and 
carry him back unto Amon the governor of the ciry, 
and to Joafh the king’s fon; 

He 27 And fay, Thus faith the king, Put this fed/ozw in 
‘the prifon, and fecd him with bread of affliction and 
with water of affliction, until 1 come in peace. 

28 And Micaiah faid,1f thou return at all in peace, 
the Lorp hath not fpcken by me. And he faid, 


Hearken, O people, every one of you. 





- 35 Go, and profter: for the Lord foall deliver it into tke Land of the 
fines] Or, in other words, Since thou doft not feck to know the 
truth, but only to pleafe thyfelf, go to the battle, as thy lying pro- 
phets advife thee, expeét the fuccefs which they promife thee, and 
try the rruth of their predictions, by dear-bought experience. 

19 SF fare the Lurd fitting om his throne, &.]_— Micaiah’s fpeech was 
no more than a parabolical reprefentation of a certain event, which 
not long ufter came to pafs, 

No, 29. 













go Andthe king of Hracl faid unto Jehofhaphar, I 
will difguife myfelf, and enter into the battle; but put 
thou enthy robes. And the king of Ifrael difguifed 
hemfetf, and went into the bartle. 

31 F Bur the king of Syria commanded his thirty 
and two captains thar had rule over his chariots, fay- 
ing, Fight neither with {mall nor great, fave only with 
the king of Ifrael. 

32 And it came to pafs, when the captains of the 
chariocs {aw Jehofhaphat, that they faid, Surely it 7s 
the king of Hrael. And they turned afide to fight 
againft him: and Jchofhaphar cried out. 

33 And it came to pafs, when the captains of the 
chariots perceived that it was not the king of Ifrael, 
that they turned back from purfuing him, 

34 H And a certafn man drew a bow at a venture, 
and fmote the king of Mrael between the joints of the 
harnefs : wherefore he faid unto rhe driver of his cha- 
riot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the hoft; 
for Lam wounded. 

35 And the battle increafed that day: and the king 
was ftayed up in his chariot againft the Syrians, and 
died ar even: and the blood ran out of the wound 
into the midflt of the chariot. 

36 And there went a proclamation throughout the 
hoit about the going down of the fun, faying, Every 
man to his city, and every man to his own country. 

37 So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; 
and they buried the king in Samaria. 

38 And ove wafhed the chariot in the pool of Sa- 
maria; and the dogs licked up his blood ; and they 
wafhed his armour ; according unto the word of the 
Loxp which he {pake. 

39 F Now the reft of the acts of Ahab, and all that 
he did, and the ivory houfe which he madc,and all the 
cities that he built, ave they not written in the bock 
of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael ? 

40 So Ahab flept with his fathers; and Ahaziah 
his fon reigned in his ftead. 

41 @ And Jehofhaphat the fon of Afa began to 


reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of 9134, 


Ifracl. 
42 Jehofhaphat was thirty and five years old when 


he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five 
years in Jerufalem. And his mother’s name tas 
Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 

43 And he walked in all the ways of Afa his father; 
he turned not afide from it, doing the? which was 
right in the eyes of the Lorn: neverthelefs the high 
places were not taken away; for the pcople offered 
and burnt incenfe yet in the high places. 

44 And Jehofhaphat made peace with the king of 

Ifrael. 
45 Now the reft of the acts of Jchofhaphat, and his 
might that he fhewed, and how he warred, are they 
not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 
of Judah? 

46 And the remnant of the fodomites, which re- 
mained in the days of his father Afa, he took out of 
the land. 

47 There was then no king in Edom: a deputy was 
king. 

48 Jchofhaphat made fhips of Tharfhifh to go to 


Ophir for gold : but they went not ; for the fhips were 


broken at Ezion-geber. 
49 Then faid Ahaziah the fon of Ahab unto Jeho- 
fhaphar, 


ET 


25 To hide thyfelf.] Left he fhould be feized and punifhed as a 
falfe prophet, as the infligator of Ahab to go up to Ramoth-gilead, 


and as the caufe of his death. 
201 will difyuife ruflf, &ce] Ahab thought to evade the effect 


of Micaiah’s prophecy by this &ratagem. Visa nes 
29 The ivory houfe ahich he mad, &c.) Only inlaid with ivory, 


and not buile with it. 


es - GENERAL 





Fehofhaphat’s death. Il. KINGS. Ahaziah’s wicked reign. 


LS Sra, 


Eire, fhaphat, Let my fervants go with thy fervants in the 52 Andhe did evil in the fight of the Loan, and Before 
913. fhips. But Jehofhaphat would not. walked in the way of his father, and in the way of a 
889 50 { And Jehofhaphat flept with his fathers, and}||his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the fon of . 


893. 


"Bos. TT HEN Moab rebelled againft Ifrael after the 


was buried with his fathers in the city of David his|] Nebat, who made I{rael to fin: 

father: and Jehoram his fon reigned in his ftead. 53 For he ferved Baal, and worfhipped him, and 
51 2 Ahaziah the fon of Ahab began to reign over |} provoked to anger the Lorn God of frac, according 

Ifrael in Samaria, the feventeenth year of Jehofha-}|to all that his father had donc. 

phatking of Judah, andreigned twoyears over Ifrael. 








GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXHI. time ; andthat the divine vengeance will fooner or later overtake 
We fee from God's dealings towards Ahab, that the Lord is not all {uch a» go onin wickednels, and provoke the almighty’s in- 
flack concerning his threatenings, but will fulfil them in hisown dignation. 


————— rE 
SUMMARY OF THE DOCTRINES CONTAINED IN THE FIRST BOOK OF KINGS. 
Solomon’s difappointment in his varied purfuit after pleafure, is a lively piéture of the folly of attempting 
to fecure happinefs independent of God and religion. The pleafures of lite fuon fatigue and difguft the 
mind, whereas the folid and lafting peace, which piety and a contemplation of God’s providence afford, 
will be for ever a frefh fpring of delight and improvement to the foul: and not only make us contented 
and happy now, but infure us everlafting blifs. 


The Second Book of the KINGS, 


COMMONLY CALLED 


The Fourth Book of the KINGS. 











THE ARGUMENT. 
The hiftory of the two kingdoms of Ifrael and Fudah, is continued in this book, wntil the diffolution of the firft by the 
Affyrians, and the captivity of the other by the Chaldeans; and comprifes the fpace of about one hundred and 
Jjixty-eight years. 





was he which came up to meet vou, and told vou 
thefe words ? . 

8 And they anfwered him, He was an hairy man, 
and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And 
he faid, It zs Elijah the Tifhbite. 

9 Then the king fent unto him a captain of fifty 
with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold,’ 
he fat onthe top of an hill. And he fpake untohim, 
Thou man of God, the king hath faid, Come down. 

10 And Elijah anfwered and faid to the captain of 
fifty, If I Ze a man of God, then let fire come down 
from heaven, and confume thee and thy fifty. And 
there came down fire from heaven, and confumed 
him and his fifty. 

tr Again alfo he fent unto him another captain 
of fifty with his fifty. And he anfwered and faid unto 


him, O man of God, thus hath the king faid, Come 
down quickly. 


concerning the event of his ficknefs of Baal-zebub, are 
turned back by Elyjah, with a fentence of death from 
the LORD. 5 Ahaziah, apprized of the caufe of their 
quick return, fendeth to cpprehend Elijah, who twice 
calleth down fire from heaven upon thofe that come 
againft him. 13 Moved ty the humble fuit of the 
third captain, and encouraged ly an angel, he goeth to 
the king, and affureth him of his approaching death. 
17 Ahaziah dieth, and is fucceeded by Fchoram. 


death of Ahab. 
2g And Ahaziah fell down through a lat- 
tice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and 
was fick: and he fent meffengers, and faid unto 
them, Go, enquire of Baal-zebub the ged of Ekron, 
whether I fhall recover of this difeafe. 

3 But the angel of the Lorp faid to Elijah the 
Tifhbite, Arife, goup to meet the meffengers of the 
king of Samaria, and fay unto them, Js zé not becaufe 
there is not a God in Ifrael, that ye go to enquire of 


Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? 


7 And he faid unto them, What manner of man 


12 And Elijah anfwered and faid unto them, If I 
beaman of God, let fire come down from heaven, and 
confume thee and thy fifty. Andthe fire of God came 
down from heaven, and confumed him and his fifty. 

13 g And he fent again a captain of the third fifty 
with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, 
and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and 
befought him, and faid unto him, O man of God, I 
pray thee, let my life, and the life of thefe filty thy 
fervants, be precious in thy fight. 

14 Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and 
burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with 
their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious 
in thy fight. 

15 And the angel of the Lorp faid unto Elijah, 
Go down with him: be not afraid of him. Andte 
arofe, and went down with him unto the king. 

iG And 
10 Then let fire comr down from bearviry &c.} This won!d be herter 


if tranflated. Then fre will com: coun ron: heaven, 


Cc H A P. I. 
x Moab rebelleth. 2 Ahaziah’s meffengers fent to enquire 


4 Now therefore thus faith the Lorn, Thou fhalt 
not come down from that bed on which thou art 
gone up, but fhalt furely die. And Elijah departed. 

5 ¢ Andwhen the mefflengers turned back unto him, 
he faid unto them, Why are ye now turned back ? 

6 And they faid unto him, There came a man up 
to meet us, and faid unto us, Go, turn again unto the 
king that fentyou, and fay unto him, Thus faith the 
Lorop, /s zt not becaufe there zs not a God in Ifrael, 
that thou fendeft to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of 
Ekron? therefore thou fhalt not come down from that 
bed on which thou art gone up, but fhalt furely die. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. I. 
8 He was au hairy maz, &2.] Perhaps he is fo defcribed_ becaufe 
dhe was clothed with an hairy garment, which the prophets wore. 


8y6. 





CHA P. II. 


Before. 16 And he faid unto him, Thus faith the Lorn, 
CHRIST Yorafmuch as thcu haft fent meffengers to enquire of 
* Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, és zt not becaufe there 
is no God in Ifrael to enquire of his word ? therefore 
thou fhale not come down off that bed on which thou 

art gone up, but fhale furely die. 

17 4 So he died according tothe word of the Lorp 
which Elijah had fpoken. And Jehoram reigned in 
his flead, in the fecond yearof Jehoramthe fon of Je- 
hofhaphat king of Judah; becaufe he had no fon. 

18 Now the reft of the a€ts of Ahaziah which he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chroni- 
cles of the kings of Ifrael ? . 

C H A P, It. 

1 Elijah, having (ried in vain to perfuade Elifha to leave 
him, with his mantle divideth Fordan, and they both 
pafs over on dry ground. 9g Elijah conditronally allaweth 
Elifha’s requeft of a double portion of his fprrit, and ts 
taken up into heavenin a fiery chariot. 12 Elifha Jeeth 
it, and taking up Elijah's mantle dtvideth again the. wa- 
ters of Jordan, and is acknowledged for Elijah’s fuccef- 

or. £6 The young prophets with drfiiculty obtarn leave 

to feek for Elijah, and return without finding him, 19 

Elifha with pfalt healeth the unwholefome waters of Fe- 

vicho. 23 Bears deftroy the children that mocked him. 

ND it came to pafs, when the Lorp would take 
up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that 

Elijah went with Elifha from Gilgal. 

2 And Elijah faid unto Elifha, Tarry here, I pray 
thee; forthe Loxv hath fentmeto Beth-el. And Elitha 
Vaid-untohim, Asthe Lorn liveth, andas thy foul liveth, 
I will net leave ihee. So they went down to Beth-el. 

3 And the fons of the prophets that were at Beth- 
el came forth to Elifha, and faid unto him, Knoweft 
thou that the Lorp will take away thy mafter from 
thy head to day? And he faid, Yea, 1 know z; 
hold ye your peace. 

4 And Elijah faid unto him, Elitha, tarry heres“ 
pray thee; for the Lory hath fent me to Jericho. And 
he faid, 4s the Loxp liveth, and as thy foul liveth, 
I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho. 

5 And the fons of the prophets that were at Jericho 
cametoLElifha,and fa'duntohim, Knoweftthouthat the 
Loxowill take away thy malter from thy head to day ? 
Andheanfwered, Yea,I knowzt; hold ye your peace, 

6 And Elijah faid unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, 
here; for the Lorp hath fent me to Jordan. And he 
faid, As the Loxp liveth, as as thy foul liveth, I will 
not Jeave thee. And they two went on. 

7 And fifty men of the fons of the prophets went, 
and ftood to view afar off: and they two flood by 
Jordan. 

8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped zt to- 
gether, and {mote the waters, and they were divided 
hither and thither, fo that they two went over on dry 
ground, , 

gq And it came to pafs, when they were gone over, 
that Elijah faid unto Elitha, Afk what I fhall do for 


EI EmEEEneEEEnaeae nd 

15 Jeboram rergued in bys fieud, in the fevond year of Feboram the fin 
of Frovhaphat king of Judah, &c.| We fhould remember in order to 
remove the obfcurity of this paflag~, that Jehoram the fon of Ahab 
might begin his reign in the fecend year of Jehoram the fon of Je- 
hofhaphat, that is, in the fecond yeur that he reigned with his father, 
whowas then alive; and Jehoram the fon of Jehofhaphat may be 
faid to have begun his reign in the fiith year of Jehoram the fon of 
Ahab, meaning the time when he began to reign alone, after his 
father’s death. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS own CHAP. I. 

We fee in the cafe of Ahaziah, who, infiead of humbling himfelf by 
the corrections of God, confulted idols in his ficknefs; that the 
wicked are fametimes hardened by chaftifements, till, if repen- 
lance prevents not, deitruction overtakes them. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, IL 
3 The fans of the prophets that awere at Beth-cl] We are to underftand 
by “ the fons of the prophers,’’ the fcholars of the prophets, fuch as 
they educated and trained up in religion and virtue, upon whom 
Ged befowed the fpirit of prophecy by degrees. 
































faid, I pray thee, leta double portion of thy fpirit” 896 
be upon me. 

10 And he faid, Thou haft afked a hard thing: ne- 
verthelefs, if thou fee me when J am taken from thee, 
it fhall be fo unto thee; but if not, it fhall not be /o. 

11 And it came to pafs, as they ftill went on, and 
talked, that, behold, shere appeared a chariot of fire, 
and horfes of fire, and parted them both afunder; 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 

12 {And Elifha faw zt, and he cried, My father, 
my father, the chariot of Hrael, and the horfemen 
thereof. And he faw him no more: and he took hold 
of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces. 

13 He took up alfo the mantle of Elijah that fell 
from him, and went back, and ftood by the bank of 
Jordan ; ; 

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from 
him, and fmote the waters, and faid, Where 7s the 
Lorn God of Elijah ? and when he alfo had {mitten 
the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Eli- 
fha went over. 

15 And when the fons of the prophets which were 
to view at Jericho faw him, they faid, The fpirit of 
Elijah doth refton Elifha. And they came to meet 
him, and bowed themfelves to the ground before him. 

16 © And they faid unto him, Behold now, there 
be with thy fervants fifty ftrong men; let them go, 
we pray thee, and feek thy mafter: left peradven- 
ture the Spirit of the Loxp hath taken him up, and 
caft him upon fome mountain, or into fome valley. 
And he faid, Ye fhall not fend. 

17 And when they urged him till he was afhamed, 
he faid, Send. They fent therefore fifty men; and 
they fought three days, but found him not. 

18 And when they came again to him, (for he tar-~ 
ried at Jericho,) he faid unto them, Did I not fay 
unto you, Go not ? ; 

39 @-And the men of the city faid unto Elifha, 
Behold, I pray thee, the fituation of this city zs plea- 
fant, as my lord feeth : but the water zs naught, and 
the ground barren. 

20 And he faid, Bring mea new crufe, and put 
falt therein: And they brought 7¢ to him. 

21 And he went forth unto the {pring of the wa- 
ters, and caft the falt in there, and faid, Thus faith 
the Lorn,I have healed thefe waters; there fhall not 
be from thence any more dearth or barren land. 

22 Sa the waters were healed unto this day, ac- 
cording to the faying of Elifha which he fpake. 

23 & And he went up from thence unto Beth-el : 
and as he was going up by the way, there came forth 
little children out of the city, and mocked him, and 
{aid unto him,.Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou 
bald head. ; 

24 And he turned back, and looked on them, and 
curfed them in the name of the Lor». And there 
came forth two fhe bears out of the wood, and tare 


forty and two children of them. 
25 And 


A SD 
Knucwrft thet that the Lord will take away thy mafter from thy beat 
to day? &c.] i, e. from being thy head ; for to be at the head is to 
be as the mafter, as to be at the feet is to be the {cholar. : 

g Let a diuble portion of thy Jpirit be upon me.] Elitha defired as much 
more of his {pirit as any of the reft of the fons of the prophets ; 
namely, the portion of the firft-bora, which was double. 

11 Vhere appeared a chariat of fire, and horfes of frre, &c.] Now, the 
fame almighty power, which, at the laft trump will make our cor- 
ruptible nature put on incorruption, and our bodies immortality, 
changed Elijah’s terreftrial into a ccleftial body, and endued it with 
faculties neceflary for the enjoyment of thofe paradifaical manfions 
in the.great Jehovah’s kingdom to which it was paffing. 

2t And caftibe felt ix, &c.] The improbability of the means here 
made ufe of enhances, or is rather an additional miracle; for fale 
naturally makes warer lefs palatable, and the ground more barren. 

24 dud tare forty and tavo children of them.] As a terror to other 
idolaters, as well as for the honour and authority of his prophets, God 
thought proper to punith thofe profane youths in this remarkable 
manner, and confirm the word which had gone out of his fervant’s 


mouth. 
z GENERAL 


He is taken up into heaven. 


Elifha divideth the waters of Fordan. 
I TS ES LS IES SS ILS IOI 
thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elifha oes 
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i ea 
Moab rebelleth againft Lfrael. Il. KINGS. | The Moabites defeated, 


15 But now bring me a minftrel. And it came to Before 
pafs, when the minftrel played, that the hand of ie ae 
Lorp came upon him. ae 

16 And he faid, Thus faith the Lory, Make this 
valley full of ditches. 

17 For thus faith the Lorn, Ye fhall not fee wind, 
neither fhall ye fee rain: yet that valley fhall be fled 
with water, thar ye may drink, both ye, and your 
cattle, and your beafts. 

18 And this is du¢ a Nght thing in the fight of the 
Loro: he will deliver the Moabiresalfo intoyourhand. 

_1g And ye fhall fimite every fenced city, and every 
choice city, and fhall fell every good tree, ani ftop 
all wells of water, and mar every good picce of land 
with ftones. ; 

20 § And it came to pafs inthe morning, when the 
meat offering was offered, that, behold, there came 
water by the way of Edom, and the country was filled 
with water. 

21 And whenall the Moabites heard that the kings 
were come up to fight againi{t them, they gathered all 
that were able to put on armour, and upward, and 
ffood in the border. 

22 And they rofe up carly in the morning, and the 
fun fhone upon the water, and the Moabites faw the 
water on the other fide as red as blood: 

23 And they faid, This és blood: the kings are furely 
flain, and they have fmitten one another: now there 
fore, Moab, to the fpoil. 

24 And when they came to the camp of Ifracl, the 
Ifraelites rofe up and fmote the Moabites, fo thar they 
fled before them: but they went forward fmiting the 
Moabites, even in their country. : 

25 And they beatdown the cities, and onevery good 
piece.of land caft every man his ftone, and filled it: 
and they {topped all the wells of water, and felled all 
the good trees: only in Kir-harafeth left they the ftones 
thereof; howbeitthe flingers wentabout ¢t, and finoicit. 
sak q And when the king of Moab faw that the 
battle was too fore for him, he took with him feven 
hundred men that drew fwords, to break through 
evenunto the king of Edom: but they could not. 

27 Then he took his eldeft fon that fhould have 
reigned in his ftead, and offered him fora burnt offer- 
ing upon the wall. And there was great indignation 
againft Ifrael: and they departed from him, and re- 
turned to their ozwn land. 


C H A P. IV. 

1 Eliha multiplieth a poor widow's ot! inorder to pay ber 
debts. 8 LHe is hofpitably entertained by a Shiunammite 
cwoman, and in requilal chtatneth a fon for ber. 18 
The child dieth, aud is refiored to life at Elifha’s prayer. 
38 He healeth the deadly pottage at Gilgcl, 42 He 
niraculofly fatisficth an bundred men with twenty bar~ 
ley loaves. 

OW there cried a certain woman of the wives of 
the fons of the prophets unto Klifha, faying, 

Thy fervant my bufband is dead; and thou knoweit 

that thy fervant did fear the Lor bp: and the creditor is 


come to take unto him my two fons to be bondmen. 
2 And 


‘ eRLE NTS: 27 There was great indignation againft Lracl, &c.] In other 
GENERALR a E LEC TIO NS'on C u UE oe wt words, great repentance in Ifracl, i.e. they were extremely grieved 
Elitha’s requeft, that he miei Oe es aoa ata of Bune pat this inhuman fucrifice, and wifhed they ie noc pale’ the war 
es cgartendeathe of de fory we potie wen GF Beticel : to fuch extremity, as it had ipa: . barbarous a deec a 
points out to us the dreadful confequences of impiety. ‘ GENE ote LRE a cil ie : x CHA . : 
. z The vitory of Jehoram fhews that God often does good to the un- 
oa Seo Dae aie eae Rec worthy, for the fake of thofe he loves, for whom he difplays his 
Fe He Te Ae Beat Gadel conn i power and goodnefs : in the unnatural aci of the king of Moab, 
fianding he removed the image of Baal, he ftill continued the idola- r i ana inion Fa dine cat ae 
‘orfhip of the golden calves which Jeroboam had made. - we perceive, that rage and defpair hurry men on to the moft de- 
(10 Pen Wiiieudl ene athe hing of Moab rebelled, &c.) ie. Hey! teftable deeds; while thole who fear God, feck to him in their 
refufed paying the occafional tribute. : Es : oo neceffities, -- . 
11 Which poured water on the hards of Elijah.) i.e. Which mini- 
ficred to, or was the fervantof, Elijah] 
23 This is blood: the kings are Surely flain, and they have fmitten one 
] ‘The Moabites concluded it'to be the blood of the 
ey fuppofed, on account of fome difagree- 


= os 





eee 25 And he went fromthence to mount Carmel, 
HRIST nd from thence he returned to Samaria. 


896. 
CHAP. Hl 


1 Feboram’s evil reign. 4 Melba king of Moab rebelleth. 
6 Feboram with Febohapbat and the king of Edom goeth 
againf? him ; being diftreffed for want of water they ap- 
ply to Elifba, who pronifeth them water, and affiereth 
them.of viftory, 20 The water cometh in great plenty, 
aud is miftaken by the Moabites for blood; they come in 
hopes of fpoil, and are entirely defeated. 26 The hing 
of Moab facrificeth bis fon, and raifeth the fiege. ; 

N OW: Jehoram the fon of Ahab began to reign 
- over Ifracl in Samaria the cighteenth year ef Je- 
hofhdphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years. 

2 ‘And he wrought evil in the fight of the Lorn; 
but not like his father, and like his mother: for he 
put’ away the image of Baal that his father had made. 

’ g Neverthelefs he cleaved unto the fins of Jerobo- 
am ‘the: fon of Nebat, which made Ifrael to fin; he 
departed not therefrom. __.. ; 

4 @ And Mctha king of Moab was a fheepmatter, 
and rendered unto the king of Ifrael an hundred thou- 
fand lambs, and an hundred thoufand rams, with the 
wool. - . : 

- gs But it came to pafs, when Ahab was dead, that 
the king of Moab rebelled againft the king of Ifracl. 

6 @ And:king Jchoram went out of Samaria the 
fame time, and numbered all Ifracl... 

895. 7, And-he went and fent to Jchofhaphat the. king of 
Judah, faying, The king of Moab hath rebelled againit 
me: wilt thou go with me againft Moab to battle? 
And he faid, I will go up: 1 aw as.thou art, my peo- 
ple as thy people, avd my horfes as thy horfes. 

8 And he faid, Which way fhall we go.up? And he 
anfwered,; The way through the wildernefs of Edom. 

g So the king of Ifracl went, and the king of Judah, 
and the king of Edom: and thcy fetched a compafs 
of feven days journey: and there was.no water for the 
hoft, and for the cattle that followed them. 

10.And the king:of Ifrael faid, Alas! that the Lorn 
hath called thefe three kings together, to deliver them 
into they hand of Moab! — 

11 But.Jehofhaphat faid, Js /bere not here a prophet 

* of the Lorp, that we may enquire of the Loxp by 
him? And one of the king of Ifrael’s fervants an- 
fwered and faid, Here #s Elifha the. fon of Shaphat, 
which poured-warer.on-the hands of Elijah. 

r2-And Jehofhaphat faid, The word of the Lorp 
is with him. So the king of Hfracl and Jehofhaphat 
and the King of Edom went down to him. 

13 And-Elifha faid unto the king of Ifracl, What 
have I to'do with thee? get thee to the prophets of 
thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother. And 
the king of Ifrael faid unto him, Nay: for the Lornp 
hath called thefe three kingss together ro deliver them 
into the hand of Moab. 

14 And Elitha faid, As the Lorp of hofts liveth, 
before whom 1 ftand,. furely, were it not that I regard 
the prefence of Jehothaphat the king of Judah, I 
would not look toward thee, nor fee thee. 

































EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IV. | 


1 And the creditor is come t9 take—niy trvo fous to be bsudmen,} In the 
Jewith Jaw children were confidered as the proper goods of their pa- 
rents, who ha-l power to fell them for feven years ; as their creditors 


another, iC. 
had to compel them to do it, in order ro pay their debrs, nn 


three armies, which, th 
ment, had fallen upon and flaughtered one another. 
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Ehifha multiplieth a poor crdow's ol. CHA P. Iv. The deadly pottage healed. 


Before 2 And Elifha faid unto her, Whar fhall I do for 24 Then the faddled an afg, and faid to her fervant, Before 
cust hee? tell me, what haft thou inthe houfe? And fhe } | Drive, and go forward ; flack not shy riding for me, 
5° tid, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the houfe, | Jexccpt I bid thee. ° = 





fave a por of oil. 

Then he faid, Go, borrow thee veffels abroad of 
all thy neighbours, evex empty veffels ; borrow nota 
few. 
4 And when thou art come in, thou fhalt fhut the’ 
door upon thee and upon thy fons, and fhalt pour out 
into all cthofe velfels, and thou fhale fet afide that 
which is full. 

So fhe went from him, and fhut the door upon 
her and upon her fons, who brought she veffels to her; 
and ihe poured out. 

6 And it cameto pafs, when the veffels were full, 
that fhe faid unto her fon, bring me yeta veffel. And 
he faid unto her, There 7s nota veffel more. And the 
cil ftayed. 

Then fhe came and told the man of God. And 
he faid, Go, fell the oi], and pay thy debt, and live 
thou and thy children of the reft. 

8 @ And it fell on a day, that Elitha paffed to Shu- 
nem, where was a great woman; and fhe conftrained 
him to eat bread. And / it was, that as oft as he paffed 
by, he turned in thither to eat bread. 

g And fhe faid unto her hufband, Behold, now, I 
perceive that this #s an holy man of God, which pafieth 
by us continually. : 

ro Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on 
the wall; and Ict us fet for him there a bed, anda ta- 
ble, and a ftool, and a candleftick : and it fhall be, 
when he cometh to us, that he fhall turn in thither. 

rz And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and 
he turned into the chamber, and lay there. 

12 And he faid to Gehazi his fervant, Call rhis Shu- 
namumite. And when he had called her, fhe ftood be- 
fore him. 

13 And he faid unto him, Say nowunto her, Behold, 
thou haft been careful for us with all this care; wee 
75 to be done for thee? wouldeft thou be fpoken for 
to the King, or to the captain of the hoft? And fhe 
anfwered, I dwell among mine own people. 

14 And he faid, What then zs to be done for her? 
And Gehazi anfwered, Verily fhe hath no child, and 
her hufband is old. 

15 And he faid, Call her. And when he had called 
her, fhe ftood in the door. 

16 And he faid, About this feafon, according to 
the time of life, thou fhalt embrace a fon. And fhe 
faid, Nay, my lord, ‘bon man of God, do not lie unto 
thine handmaid, 

17 And the woman conceived, and bare a fon at 
thar feafon thar Elifha had faid unto her, according 
to the time of life. 

x38 ¢ And when the child was grown, ic fellona 
day, that he went out to his father to the reapers. 

1g And he faid unto his father, My head, my head. 
And he faid to a lad, Carry him to his mother. 

zo And when he had taken him, and brought him 
to ae mother, he fat on her knees till noon, and shez 
died. 

21 And fhe went up, and laid him on the bed of 
the man of God, and fhut she door upon him, and 
went out. 

22 And fhe called unto her hufband, and faid, Send 
me, I pray thee, one of the voung men, and one of the 
affes, that I may run to the manof God, and comeagain. 

23 And he faid, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to 
' day 2? #¢ 7s neither new moon, nor fabbath. And the 

faid, Jt foali de well. : 


et A ME A AE APA TEENY A EMI TENET SONG SETS I ACES SEE AED MT 
8 Great woman, &c.) That is, a rich woman. 
10 Let us make a littl chambery I pray thety on the wall, &e.] fe 
A private room, feparated from the reft of the houfe, where he 
might more conveniently retire to prayer and meditation. 
16 Donorlic, &c-] Or, donot feed me with vain hopes. 
oe She anfewsred, [t is weil.] The woman did not think fit to 
0. 29. 













25 So fhe wene and came unto the man of God to 
mount Carmel. And it came to pafs, when the man 
of God faw her afar off, that he faid to Gehazi his 
fervant, Behold, you.te2 7s that Shunammite: 

26 Runnow, I pray thee, co meet her, and fay unto 
her, Js 74 well with thee ? fs ¢¢ well with thy hufband ? 
s 7¢ well with the child? And fhe anfwered, J/ 7s well. 

27 And when fhe came to the man of God to the 
hill, fhe caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near 
to thruft her away. And the man of God faid, Let 
her alone; for her foul #s vexed within her: and the 
Lorp hath hid z¢ from me, and hath not told me. 

28 Then fhe faid, Did I defire a fon of my lord? 
did I not fay, Do not deceive me? 

29 Then he faid to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and 
take my ftaff in thine hand, and go thy way: if thou 
mect any man, fajute him not; and if any falute rhec, 
anfwer him not again: and lay my ftaff upon the face 
of the child. , 

30 And the mother of the child faid, 4s the Lorn 
liveth, and as thy foul Jiveth, I will not leave thee. 
And he arofe, and followed her. 

gi And Gehazi paffed on before them, and Jaid the 
{taff upon the face of the child; but there was neither 
voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet 
him, and told him, faying, The child is not awaked. 

gz And when Elifha was comc into the houfe, be- 
hold, the child was dead, aud laid upon his bed. 

33 He wentin therefore, and fhut the door upon 
them twain, and prayed unto the Lorp. 

34 And he went upand Jay upon the child, and 
puthis mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his 
eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he ftretched 
hirmfelf upon the child; and the fich of the child 
waxed warm. 

35 Then he returned, and walked in the honfe to 
and fro; and went up, and ftrerched himfelf upon 
him: and the child fneezed feven times, and the child 
opened his eyes. 

36 And he called Gehazi, and faid, Call this Shu- 
nammite. Sohe called her. And when fhe was come 
in unto him, he faid, Take up thy fon- 

Then fhe went in, and fell at his feet, and bow- 
ed herfelf to the ground, and took up her fon, and 
went out. 

38 q And Elifha came again to Gilgal: and /here 
was a dearth in the land; and the fons of the prophets 
were fitting before him: and he faid unto his fervanr, 
Set on the great pot, and feethe pottage for the fons 
of the prophets. 

39 And one went out into the field to gather 
herbs, and found a wild vine, and. gathered thercof 
wild gourds his lap full, and came and fhred /bem into 
the pot of pottage: for they knew /bem not. 

4@ So they poured out forthe men toear. And it 
came to pafs, as they were eating of the pottage, that 
they cried out, and faid, O.then man of God, there is 
death inthe pot. And they could not eat thereof. 

41 But he faid, Then bring meal. And he caft # 
into the pot; and he faid, Pour out for the people, that 
they. may eat. And there was no harm in the pot. 

42 @ And there came a man from Baal-fhalifha, 
and brought the man of God bread of the firft fruits, 
twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of corn in the 
hufk thereof. And he faid, Give unto the people, 
that they may eat. 


43 And his fervitor faid, What, fhould I fet this be- 
fore 


A SE A SE a TS a a 
tell Gehazi thetruth, bur would deliver it to the prophet himfeif. 
34 The firfh of the child svaxed warst.] "This was not from the 
external heat of Elifha’s body, but from an inward principle of life, 
which was miraculoufly reftored, and began to move in him. 
qt And there was xo harm ia the pot.} The power of God alone 
caufed this alteration. 


aR 44 They 


3 . phate essen 
Naaman cured of his Naqnnap camelg ya leprae Eigse IN Ors 2, Oe by Elifha. 


Before 
CHRIST 
891. 


fore an hundred men? He faid again, Give the peo- 
pie, that they may eat: for thus faith the Lorn, They 
fhall eat, and fhall leave thereof. 

44 So he fet 2¢ before them, and they did eat, and 
left thereof, according to the word of the Lorp. 


C H A P. Vz. 
1 Naaman, captain of the Syrian boft, upon the report of a 
captive maid cometh to Samaria to be cured of bis leprosy. 

8 Elifoa fendeth bim to dip in Fordan, whereby be 1s 

healed 15 Naaman acknowledgeth the true God ; cen- 

not prevail on Elifoa to accep! bis prefents ; aketh for 
earth ; and ts fent away in peace. 20 Gebaxt, Elifha’s 

Servant, by a lie obtaineth a prefent from Naaman, and 

ts fuaitten with leprofy.. 

OW Naaman, captain of the hoft of the king of 

Syria, wasa great man with his mafter, and ho- 
nourable, becaufe “by him the Lorp had given deli- 
verance unto Syria: he was alfo a mighty man in 
valour, but he was a leper. 

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and 
had brought away capiive out of the land of Ifraela 
liste maid; and fhe waited on Naainan’s wife. 

3 And fhe faid unto her miftrefs, Would God my 
lord were with the prophet that zs in Samaria ! for he 
would recover him of his Jeprofy. 

4 And one went in, and told his lord, faying, Thus 
and thus faid the maid that és of the land of Ifrael. 

5 And the king of Syria faid, Go to, go, and I will 
fend a letterunto the king of Ifrael. And he departed, 
and took with him ten talents of filver, and fix thou- 
fand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment. 

6 And he brought the Jetterto the king of Ifrael, 
faying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, be- 
hold, I have therewith fent Naaman my fervant to 
thee, that thou mayeit recover him of his leprofy. 

7 And it came to pafs, when the king ot Ifrael hac 
read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and faid, dm 

I God, to kill andto make alive, that this man doth 
fend unto me to recover a man of his leprofy ? 


‘ wherefore confider, I pray you, and fce how he 


ieeketh a quarrel againft me. 

8 @ And it was fo,when Elifha the man of God had 
Nea that the Eine of Ifrael had rent his clothes, 
that he fent to the king, faying, Wherefore haft thou 
rent thy clothes ? let him come now to me, and he 
fhall know that there is a prophet in Ifrael. 

g So Naaman came with his horfes and his chariot, 
and ftood at the door of the houfe of Elifha. 

10 And Elifha fent a meffenger unto him, faying, 
Go and wath in Jordan feven times, and thy flefh 
fhall come again to thee, andthou fhalt be clean. 

41 But Naaman was wroth sand wentaway,and faid, 
Behold, I thought, He will furely come out tome, and 
ftand,and call on the name of the Lorn his God, and 
frike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. 

12 Arenot Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damaf- 
cus, better than all the waters of Ifrael? may I not 
wath in them, and be clean ? So he turned and went 
away ina rage. 

3 And his fervants came near, and fpake unto him, 


0 A AE A 


44 Tbry did cat, ond icf: thereof, &e.] Ie is not the quantity of 
bread that fatisfieth, but the bleffing that God giveth with it. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, IV. 

We find in the cafe of the Shunammite, how God affliéts his chil- 
dren in the moft fenfible manner, that he may afterwards give 
them ftronger tokens of his love in delivering them ; and that 3 
thefe afflictions ferve to confirm chem in the faith and fear ofthe | 
Almighty. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, V. 

1 But he wasa leper.\| Which was a great blemith to him, as 
there was no cure for this difeafe, though it was very common in 
Syria. 

z, g fle veut his cluhes, and jaidy din I Go, to hit! aud ta make alize, 
ee ] The king rent his clothes, nat fo much from affli@tion and 
trouble, as becaufe he looked upon this :nieffage ay blafphemy, afcrib- 
ing that power to man, which belonged only t to God. 





Il. KINGS. 


Gehazi 


and faid, My father, 7f the prophet hath bid thee Tees fo os Ga GHared TGP GAR TUL a uA Civ NE OESL| | Soa Biel Wy PLC OP ue ornplice ha Wy Rides Uy aa Before. 
wouldeft thou not have done :é SOE 


Jome great thing 
how much Pater then, when he faith co thee, Wath, 
and be clean ? 

14 Then went he aoe n, and dipped himfelf feven 
timesin Jordan, according to the faying of the man 
of God: and his flefh came again like unto the fleth 
of alittle child, and he was clean. 

15 4 And he returned to the man of God, he and 
all his company, and came, and ftood before him: 
and he faid, Behold, now I know that éhere zs no God 
in all the earth, but in Ifrael : now therefore,I pray 
thee, take a bleifing of thy fervant, 

16 But he faid, As the Lorp liveth, before whom 
I fiand, I will receive none. And he urged him to 
take it; but he rcfufed. 

17 And Naaman faid, Shall there not then, I pray 
thee, be given to thy favantt two mules burden of 
earth ? for thy fervant will henceforth offer neither 
burnt offering nor facrifice unto other gods, but 
unto the Lorn. 

18 Inthis thing the Lorp pardon thy fervant, that. 
when my mafter goeth i into the houfe of Rimmon to 
worlhip there, and he Jeancth on my hand, and I 
bow myfelfin the houfe of Rimmon: when I bow 
down myfelf in the houfe of Rimmon, the Loro 
pardon thy fervant in this thing. 

1g And he faid unto him, Go in peace. So he de- 
parted from him a littic way. 

20 1 But Gchazi, the fervant of Elifha the man 
cf God, faid, Behoid, my mafter hath fpared Naaman 
this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which 
he brought: but, as the Lorn liveth, I will run after 
him, and take fomewhat of him. 

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when 
Naaman faw Aim running after him; he lighted down 
from the chariot to meet him, and faid, Js all well? 

22 And he faid, All zs well, My mafter hath fent 
me, faying, Behold, even now there be come to me 
from mount Epbraim two young men of tie fons of 

the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of 
filver, and two changes of garments. 

23 “And Naaman aid, Be content, take two talents. 
And he urged him, and bound two talents of Glver 
in two bags, with two changes of garments, and Jaid 
them upon two of his fervants; and they bare thon 
before him. 

24 And when hecame to the tower, he took them 
from their hand, and beftowed éhem in the houfe: 
and he Ict the men go, and they departed. 

25 But he went in, and ftood before his mafter- 
And Elifha faid unto him, Whence come! thou, Ge- 
hazi? And he faid, Thy fervant went no w hither. 

26 And he faid unto him, Went not mine beart wiih 
thec, when the man turned again from his chariot to 
meet thee? Js7/ atimcto reccivemoney, ani to receive 
garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and flieer, 
and oxen, and menfervants, and maidfervanits ? 

27 The leprofy therefore of Naaman fhall cleave 
unto thee, and unto thy feed forever. And he went 
out from his prefence a teper as while as fnow. 


CHAP. 





16 But be refufed.| The prophet did not think it expedient, in his 
prefent circumflances, to receive prefents, becanfe he thoughr it 
would make for th: henour of the true God and relivion, to kr the 
Syrians fee the generous piety, charity, and kindneli, of his minif 
ters and fervants, and how much they de foiled all eat worldly 
wealth and glory which the prieits or prophets cf the Gentiles 
fought after fo ercedily. 

19 He fuid wita hm, Gs it pores, &@.] As foon as Naaman profefl- 
ed himfelfa worhhippe roof “the molt hich Gol anly, and declared 
withal, that his attending his inafter into the temple of Rimmon wes’ 
not with any religious purpofe, but purely in performance of the 
duty of his oftice, the proph:t was authorized to bid him go in 
peace, or (as the word may import) to give himfelfno further unca- 
finefs about the bufinefs. 

29 The leprefy her fare of Ne 
feed fir exer, Res | dee. Unie a 
ever,” frequently imply. 


an feall cleave unta ther, and unts thy 
ky generations, as the words “ for 


GENERAL 





gutten with leprofy: 


Elifha caufeth tron to fwim. “CHAP. VI. A great famine in Samaria. 
Belore- C H A P, VI. i[the. eyes of the young man; and he faw: and, be~ Before 
CHRIST aay rate opi prophets get leave to enlarge their ‘Pbold, the mountain was full of horfes and chariots of 
593+ Jonrs oF ih ee é : THT TN re yp : Eli : : 

: dwelling: Elifia caufeth the iron to fzim. 8 He dif_}, ee oa oe eon d hi . 
clofeth and difappainicth the counfels of the hing of VF; aca - és ve ey thd oa een Elitha 
Syria, 11 who fendeth troops to apprehend himin Dothan. |p P™ ‘4 wee Ay ae and laid, omite this people, I 
15 Llifta's fervant is terrified at feeing them, Lut is pray thee, with blindnefs. And he fmote them with 


































encouraged hv hismefier with a vifion of horfes and) Se a eeorahee the we of ee h 

chariots of fire. 18 The Syrians, flruck blindat Llifha’s. geen thas 3 unto them, 1s zs not the 
ee ee eee acral . ts way, neither is this the city: follow me, and I will 

prayer, are condutted by him tuto the midjt of Samaria, brie sou tothe aaa feck as he lea 

where they recover their fight, are kindly entertained, gy : MOY FORE piers’ 

Cees ° : them to Samaria. 

and difmiffed in peace. 24.Ben-hadad befiegeth Samaria, : . . 
Leen Aes f ; : . es 20 And it came to pafs, when they were come into 

which occafioueth a great famine. 26 Women eat their fe : : 

own children. 30 The king fendeth to flay Elifha Samaria, that Elifha faid, Lorp, ‘open the eyes of 

eee. " S LAD : thefe men that they may fee. And the Loran opened 


N D the fons of the prophets faid unto Elitha, [{ their eyes, and they faw; and behold they were in the 
Behold now, the place where we dwell with }| midft of Samaria. 
thee is too ftrait tor us. . 21 And the king of Ifrael faid unto Elifha, when 
2 Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take fhe faw them, My father, fhall I fmite them? fhall I 
thence every mana beam, and let us make us a place ff {mite them 2 . 
there, where we may dwell. And he anfwered, Go ff }=©22 And he anfwered, Thou fhalt not {mite them + 
ye. tf wouldeft thou finite thofe whom thou haft taken cap- 
3 And one faid, Be content, I pray thee, and go f {tive with thy fword and with thy bow ? fet bread and 
with thy fervants. And he anfwered, I will go. '[ water before them, that they may eat and drink, and 
4 So he went with them. And when they came} go to their matter. 
to Jordan, they cut down wood. ({. 23 And he prepared great provifion for them: 
5 Butas one was felling a beam, the ax head fell! fand when they had eaten and drunk, he fent them 
into the water: and he cried, and faid, Alas, mafter! f away, and they went to their mafter. Sothe bands 
of Syria came no more into. the land of Ifrael. 


for it was borrowed. 
6 And the man of God faid, Where fell it > And 24% And it came to pafs after this, that Benhadad 897. 
he fhewed him the place. And he cut down a ftick, king of Syria gathered all his hoft, and went up, and 
and caftzé in thither; and the irondid {wim. belieged Samaria,, Bt 

7 Therefore faid he, Take i up to thee. And he 25 And there wasa great famine in Samaria: and, 
put out his hand, and took it. ‘fy behold, they befieged it, until an afs’s head was fold 

8 2 Then the king of Syria warred againft Ifrael, Hl for fourfcore pieces of filver, and. the fourth part of 
and took counfel with his fervants, faying, In fuch'ffa cab of dove’s dung for five pieces of filver. , 
and fuch a place frail! be my camp. “FR 26 GY Andas the king of Ifrael was pafling by upon 

g And the man of God fent unto the king of Ifracl, ff the wall, there ¢rieda woman unto him, faying, Help, 
faying, Beware that thou pafs not fuch a place; for|| my lord, O king. a 

27 And he faid, If the Lorp do not help thee, 


thither the Syrians arc come down. 
10 And the king of Ifracl fent to the place which Ff whence .fhall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or 
the man of God told him and warned him of, and ff out of the wineprefs ? ae. BS : 
faved himfelf there, not once nor twice. | | 28 And the king faid unto her, What aileth thee ? 
_ 11 @ Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was}{ And the anfwered, This woman faid unto me, Give 
fore troubled for this thing; and he called his fer- ff thy fon, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat 
my fon to morrow. 


vants, and faid unto them, Will ye not fhew me which 

of us zs for the king of Ifrael ?. 29 So.we boiled my fon, and did eat him: and I 
12 And one of his fervants faid, None, mv lord, }} faid unto her on the next day, Give thy fon, that we 

Oking: but Elifha, the prophet that 7s in Ifrael, may cat him: and fhe hath hid her fon. 

telleth the king of Ifrael the words that thou fpeak- 39M And it came to pafs, when the king heard the 

words of the woman, that he rent his clothes,; and 


eft in thy bedchamber. 2 
13 And he faid, Go and fpy where he is, that If fhe paffed by upon the wall, and the people looked, 
may fend and fetch him. And it was told him, fay- ff and, behold, he Aad fackcloth within upon his flefh. 
: gt Then he faid, Goddo fo and more alfoto me, 


ing, Behold, Ac isin Dothan. 
14 Therefore fent he thither horfes, and chariots, fif the head of Elifha the fon of Shaphat fhall land on 
him this dav. 


and a greathoft: and they came by night, and com- . : 
- 32 But Elifha fat in his houfe, and the elders fat 


paffed the city abonr, 

15 § And when the fervant of the man of God was with him ; and she ding {ent a man from before him : 
rifen carly, and gone forth, behold, anhoft compaffed f{ but ere the meffenger came to him, he faid to the 
the city, both with horfes and chariots. And his fer- ff elders, Sce.ve howthis fon ofa murderer hath fent to 
vant faid unto him, ‘Alas, my mafter ! how fhall we do? {ftake away mine head? look, when the meffenger com- 

16 And he anfwered, Fear nor: for they that Ze} feth, fhut the door, and hold him faft at the door; 7s 
with us are more‘than they that 4c with them, ; not the found of his mafter’s feet -behind him ?: 

17 And Elitha praved, and faid, Loan, I praythee;{} 39 And while’he yet talked with them, behold, the 


epen his cyes that he may fee. And the Lorp opened mefflenger came down unto him: and he faid, Behold, 
sis eee 3 Sone gh aes oy el : . ‘ vee ee ' this 


A EERE EFI PC 2 A PS SSS” I. — — . =e 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS CHAP. V. Jffpable to difcern the heavenly hott, which at this time encamped about 
EH. in the frory of Naz f : ae Bee 3 _ x +7 fig him, he requefts of God, that, for the removal of his fears, andthe 
ere, In the Kory of Naaman we are taught to teftify our gratitude {-) Confirmation of His faith, his fervant might be indulged in the fame 
to Ged, when he beftows zny bleflings upon us; and from what #! privilege : be 
happened to Gehazi we learn, that God fees fins committed in eee Se, bend wnacf . - leer] Whi . 
feeret, and will punith them; and that goods nequired by wicked Wiode Age sence ue ee Gena” ; as 
means bring with them an everlafting curfe. Dove's dung, &c.] This fhould more properly have been tran- 
‘E AM oP 
flated, vetches, or pulfe; ir wasa very ordinary fort of food, though 
{fold at this dear rate. . 
|. 32 This for ofa murderer] Elitha calls Jehoram the fon of a mur- 
| derer, becaufe his father Ahtb had murdered the prophets and Naboth. 
; or a) ie a the ee : ihe pe of c nee te ne 
Bim ? Mlifha forefaw, »y the ipirit of prophecy, that t € king 
repented of what he had decreed, and was coming to revoke ir. 


GENERAL 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CIIAP. VL 
2 A team, &e.] inc. A piece of timber. 
13 Dokan.) “This wasaitmall city in the half tribe of Manaffeh, 
and not far from Samaria. 
17 The Lord opened the cron of hh wimars and he fun, &e.] 
Elia himfelf, without a peculiar vowchfafement of Goa, not being 








Elifha prophefieth a Judden plenty. 


Before 


CHRIST 


So2. 


this evil 7s ofthe Lorn; what fhould I wait for the 
Lonpb any longer? 


Cc H AP. Vil. 


1 Elifha prophefieth an extraordinary plenty fuddenly to 
take place in Samaria, and freweth an unbelieving lord 
his unhappy doom. 3 Four lepers venture into the camp 

of the Syrians, and bring tidings of their hafty flight. 
12 The king, fearing a flratagem, Jendeth out fpies, 
and finding the report true fpoileth the Syrian tents, 
which bringeth about the plenty foretold. 17 The un- 
believing lord hath the charge of the gate, and béing 
trodden to death verifieth the prophet’s predittion. 


T HEN Elifha faid, Hear ye the word of the 

Lorp; Thus faith the Lorv, To morrow about 
this time /hall a meafure of fine flour be fold for a 
fhekel, and two meafurcs of barley for a fhekel, in 
the gate of Samaria. ; 

2 Then a lord on whofe hand the king leaned an- 
{fwered the man of God, and faid, Behold, 7f the 
Lorp would make windows in heaven, might this 
thing be? Andhe faid, Behold, thou fhalt fee ze with 
thine eyes, but fhalt not eat thereof. 

8 { And there were four leprous men at the enter- 
ing in of the gate: and they faid one to another, 
Why fit we here until we die? 

4 If we fay, we will enterinto the city, then the 
famine zs in the city, and we fhall die there: and if 
we fit ftill here, we die alfo. Now therefore come, 
and let us fall unto the hoft of the Syrians: if they 
fave us alive, we fhall live; and if they kill us, we 
fhall but die. 

§ And they rofe up in the twilight, to go unto the 
camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to 
the uttermoft part of the camp of Syria, behold, there 
was no man there. : 

6 Forthe Lorp had made the hoft of the Syrians 
to hear a noife of chariots, and a noife ofhorfes, even 
the noife ofa great hoft: and they faid one toanother, 
Lo, the king of Ifracl hath hired againft us the kings 
of the Egyptians to come upon us. 

Wherefore they arofe and fled in the twilight, 
and left their tents, and thcir horfes, and their affes, 
even the camp as it zvas, and fled for their life. 

8 And when thefe lepers came to ‘the uttermoft 
part of the camp, they wentinto one rent, and did eat 
and drink, and carried thence filver, and gold, and 
raiment, and went and hid 7; and came again, and 
entered into another tent, and carried thence alfo, and 
wént and hid Zz. 

9 Then they faid one to another, We do not well: 
this day zs a day of good tidings, and we hold our 
peace: if we tarry till the morning light, fome mif- 
chief will come upon us: now therefore come, that 
we may go and tell the king’s houfhold. 

10°So they came and called unto the porter of 
the city: and they told them, faying, We came to 
the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, ‘here was no 
man there, neither voice of man, but horfes tied, and 
affes tied, and the tents as they were. 

1z And he called the porters; and they told 7 to 
the king’s houfe within. 

12 @ And the king arofe in the night, and faid unto 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VI. 
God’s miraculous protetion vouchfafed to Elitha, is a ftriking proof 
of the care he takes of his faithful fervants, and of thofe that fear 
him, whom he has promifed never utterly to leave or forfake. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP, VII. 


1 A meafure, &c.] Which was about a peck of our meafure. 

2 Lf the Lord would make windows in heaven] This man was in- 
credulous, and féemed to ridicule what the prophet declared. 

Thon foalt fee it with thine eyes, but foalt not cat thereof-} This was 
a juft punithment for his infidelity ; and fuch will be the portion of 
thofe who rejeét the offer of eternal life. 

3 Peur leprous men at the entering tn of thr gate, &e.] Notwithftand- 
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Il. KINGS. The unbelieving lord trodden to death, 


his fervants, I will now fhew you what the Syrians p.1,. 
havedone tous. They knowthatwe dchungry; there.CHRisr 
fore are they gone out of the camp to hide themfelves 9: 
in the field, faying, When they come out of the city, 
we fhall catch them alive, and get into the city. 

13 And one of his fervants anlwered and faid, Let 


fome take, I pray thee, five of the horfes that remain, 


which are left in the city, (behold, they ave as all the 
multitude of Ifrae] that are left in it: behold, J fay, 
they are even as all the multitude of the [fraelites 
that are confumed :) and let us fend and fee. 

14 They took therefore two chariot horfes: and 
the king fent after the hoft of the Syrians, faying, Go 
and fee. 

15 And they went after them unto Jordan: and, 
lo, all the way was full of garments and veffels, which 
the Syrians had caft away in their hafte. And the 
meffengers returned, and told the king. 

16 And the people went out, and fpoiled the tents 
of the Syrians. Soa meafure of fine flour was /old 
fora fhekel, and two meafures of barley for a fhekel, 
according to the word of the Lorp. 

17 Z And the king appointed the lord on whofe 
hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and 
the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, 
as the man of God had faid, who fpake when the king 
came down to him. 

18 And it came to pafs as the man of God had fpo- 
ken tothe king, faying, Two meafures of barley for a 
fhekel, and a meafure of fine flour for a fhekcl, fhall 
be to morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria: 

19 And that lord anfwered the man of God and 
faid, Now, behold, e/the Lory fhould makewindows 
in heaven, might fuch a thing be? And he faid, Be- 
hold, thou fhalt fee it with thine eyes, but fhalt not 
eat thereof, 

20 And fo it fell out unto him: for the people 
trode upon him in the gate, and he died. 


C H A P. VIIE 


1 The Shunammite,who to avoid the famine had by Elifha’s 
advice left her country feven years, fueth to the king, 
and hath her land reftored to her. 7 Hazacl, fent to en~ 
quire of Elifha concerning Ben-hadad’s ficknefs, hear- 
eth from the prophet his own deftination to the kingdom, 
and at his return hilleth his mafter, and _fucceedcth hint. 
16 Fehoram reigneth wickedly in Fudah. 20 Edom 
and Libnah revolt from him. 23 He dicth, and is fuc- 
ceeded by Ahaziah. 25 Ahaziah’s wicked reign. 28 
He affifteth Foram king of Ifracl againft Syria, and 

. vifiteth him hing fick of his wounds at Fczreel. 

HEN fpake Elitha unto the woman, whofe fon 
he had reftored to life, faying, Arife, and go 
thou and thine houfhold, and fojourn whitherfoever 
thou canft fojourn: for the Lorn hath called for a fa- 
mine; and it fhallalfo come upon the land {even years. 
2 And the woman arole, and did after the faying of 
the man of God: and fhe went with her houfhold, and 
fojourned in the land of the Philiftines feven years. 
3 And it came to pafsat the feven years’ end, that 
the woman returned out of the land of the Philiftines: 
and fhe went forth to cry unto the king for her houfe 
and for her land. 
4 And 


Sor. 


895. 





ing thefe lepers were thruft out of the city, yet they got as near to 
the gate as they could, for fear of the encmy. 

U2 Therefore they are gene out of the camp to hide themfelwesy &c.} 
The king's long fufferings had made him fufpicious and cautious, 
and his conjecture was not improbable. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, VII. 


We fee from the extraordinary deliverance of Samaria, that God 
has always ready the means of executing his promifes, how difi- 
cult, or impoffible foever, they may feem ; and by the infidelity: 
of the nobleman, we not only fee that it isa fin to mock at the 
word of God, but from his punifhment may learn, that profane 
perfons fhall not cfeape the divine vengeance. 


EXPLANATORY 








Hazael hilleth his mafter Ben-hadad. 


. Before 


CHRIS 
885. 


892. 


4 And the king talked with Gehazi the fervant of| 
T the man of God, faying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the 
great things that Elifha hath done. 

= And it came to pafs,as he was telling the king 
how he had reftored a dead bodyto life, that, behold, 
the woman, whofe fon he had reflored to life, cried to 
the king for her houfe and for herland. And Gehazi 
faid, My lord, O king, this 7s the woman, and this zs 
her fon, whom Elifha reftored to life. 

6 And when the king afked the woman, fhe told 
him. So the king appointed unto her a certain 
officer, faying, Reftore all that was her’s, and all the 
fruits of the field fince the day that fhe left the land, 
even until now. 

3 @ And Elifha came to Damafcus; and Ben-ha- 
dad the king of Syria was fick; and it was told him, 
faying, The man of God is come hither. 

8 And the king faid unto Hazacl, Take a prefent 
in thine hand, and go, meet the man of God, and en- 
quire of the Lorn by him, faying, Shall I recover of 
this difeafe ? 

g So Hazael went to meet him, and tooka prefent 
with him, even of every goodthing of Damafcus, forty. 
camels’ burden, andcame and ftood before him, and 
faid, Thy fon Ben-hadad king of Syria hath fent me 
to thee, faying, Shall I recover of this difeafe ? 

10 And Elifha faid unto him, Go, fay unto him, 
Thou mayett certainly recover: howbeit the Lorp. 
hath fhewed me that he fhall furely die. 


as And he fettled his countinance ftedfaftly, until] J¢ 
44 bim at Ramah, when he fought againft Hazael king 


he was afhamed: and the man of God wept. 

12 And Hazael faid, Why weepeth my lord? And 
he anfwered, Becaufe I know the evil that thou wilt, 
do unto the children of Irael: their ftrong holds 
wilt thou fet on fire, and their young men wilt thou 
flay with the fword,and wilt dafh their children, and | 
rip up their women with child. 

13 And Hazael faid, But what, zs thy fervant a 
dog, that he fhould do this great thing? And Elitha 
anfwered, The Lorp hath fhewed me that thou /halt 
ée king over Syria. 

14 So he departed from Elifha, and came to his 
mafter ; who faid tohim, What faid Elifha to thee? 
And he anfwered, He tuld me shat thou fhouldeft 
furely recover. 

15 And it came to pafs on the morrow, that he 
took a thick cloth, and dipped z in water, and {pread 
zf on his face, fo that he died: and Hazael reigned 
in his flead.. 

16 | Andin the fifth year of Joram the fon of 
Ahab king of Hracl, Jehofhaphat beng then king of 
Judah, Jehoram the fon of Jehofhaphat king of Ju- 
dah began to reign. 

17 Thirty and two years old was he when he began 
to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerufalem. 

18 And he walked in the way of the kings of Ifrael, 
as did the houfe of Ahab: for the daughter of Ahab 
was his wife: and he did evil inthe fightof the Lorn. 


4g Yet the Lop would not deftroy Judah for Da-. 


vid his fervant’s fake, ashe promifed him to give him 
alway alight, ad to his children. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 


4. The king talked with Gekazi, &ce.] We may fuppofe in order to 
account for this conference, that Gehazi, upon his repentance, was 
reflored to health, or might fpeak with the king at a due diftance, 
as he was walking in the field. s : ; 

tr He fetiled his countenance fledfafitly until he was afoamed, &c.] 
Elitha looked upon Hazael fo long, witha fettled countenance, that 


Hazael was afhamed. 
12 Aud rip up their women cvith child] The higheft degree of 


brutal cruelty this; and yet it has been often known, thar, in the 
heat of execution, that barbarity has been committed.’ 

14 He told me that thiu forul-ieft furely recrver.] However, Elifha did 
not fay that Ben-hadad fhoald furely recover, but that he might re- 
cover, his difcafe being in irfelf not mortal. . 

- 15 He took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and fprend it on his 
er that he died, &t.| He did shis that no figns of violence 
Oo. 29. a, ; 


CHAP. 





























4 of Syria. 


IX. Fehu anointed king over Lract. 

20 F In his days Edom revolted from under the Baer. 
hand of Judah, and made a king over themfelves. Be 

_21 So Joram went over to Zair,andall the chariots 
with him: andhe rofe by night,and fmote the Edomites 
which compaffed him about, and the captains of the 
chariots: and the people ficd into their tents. 

22 Yet Edomrevolted from underthehandof Judah 
untothisday. Then Libnah revolredat the fametime. 

23 4 -And the reft of the afts of Joram, and all that 
he did, ere they not written in the book of the chro- 
nicles of the kings of Judah ? 

24 And Joram flept with his fathers, and was bu- 
ried with his fathers inthe city of David: and Aha- 
ziah his fon reigned in his ftead. 

25 In the twelfth year of Joram, the fon of Ahab 
king of Ifrael did Ahaziah the fon of Jchoram king 
of Judah begin to reign. 

26 Two and twenty years old wes Ahaziah when 
he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jeru- 
falem. And his mother’s name was Athaliah, the 
daughter of Omri king of I frael. 

27 And he walked in the way of the houfe of 
Ahab, and did evil inthe fight of the Lorp,as d/d 
the houfe of Ahab: for he was the fon in law of the 
houfe of Ahab. 

284 And he went with Joramthe fon of Ahab to 
the war againft Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-gi- 
lead ; and the Syrians wounded Joram. 

29 And king Joram went back to be healed in 
Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had given 
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And Ahaziah the fon of Jehoram king of 
Judah went down to fee Joram the fon of Ahab in 
Jezreel, becaufe he was fick. 


CHAP. IX. 


1 Elifha Jendeth a young prophet to Ramolb.gilead to augint 
Jehu. 4. The prophet acquitteth bimfelf of his commifiion, 
and flecth,- 11 Febu acquainreth the other officers sith 
the matter, is proclaimed king by thent, and preventeth 
the news going bcfore bim to Fesreel. 16 Fchu meeteth 
Joram and Ahaziah by the way, and killeth Foruiz, 
who is caft into the field of Naboth. 27 Abaxich is 
Slain at Gur, and buried at Feriufalem. 30 Jezebel, lookm 
mg outof a window at Felu’s entry inte Fexrecl, zs 
thrown down into the free, and eaten by dogs.according 
16 Elijah’s predifion. 

ARP. Elifha the prophet called one of the chil- 

dren of the prophets, and faid unto him, Gird 
up thy Joins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, 
and goto’ Ramoth-gilead : 

2 And when thou comeft thither, look out there 
Jehu the fon of Jehofhaphat the fon of Nimfhi, and 
go in, and make him arife up from among his bre- 
thren, and carry him to an inner chamber; 

3 Then take the box of oil, and pour 7¢ on his 
head, and fay, Thus faith the Loxn, I have anointed 
thee king over Ifrael. Then open the door, and flee, 
and tarry not. 

4.2 So the young man, even the young man the 


prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead. 
5 And 





might appear upon him; for had the people in the leaft fufpeéted 
his being murdered, Hazacl would not fo eafily have acceded to the 


throne. <2 
26 The daughter of Omri, &c.} Thiswas Athaliah the daughter of 


Ahab, and grand-daughter of Omri: fhe might be called the daughter 
ofOmzi, perhaps, becaufe fhe was brought up and educated by him. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. VIII. 


The bloody treachery of Hazael demonftrates that thaugh God is 
not the authorof evils, yet nothing happens without his permiffion, 
and that divine Providence make> ufe of the wicked to punifh his 


eaemies, and execute his judgments. F 
EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. IX, 


3 f have anointed theey Sc.) All kings, priefts, and prophets, 
which were figures of the Mefitah, in whom thefe three officers were 


united and accomplifhed, were angintcd, 
2S qr Wherefore 


ce ac nA i et SO net Sets 


Fehu confpireth againft Foram. 


Before 
CHRIST 
884. 


Il. KINGS. Fehoram and Ahaziah flain. Fezebel’s death, 


22 And it came to pafs, when Joram faw Jehu, that Before 


5 And when he came, behold, the captains of the 
holt were fitting ; and he faid, I have an errandto thee, 
O captain. And Jehu faid, Unto which of all us? 
And he faid, To thee, O captain. 

6 And he aroie, and went into the houfe; and he 
poured the oil on his head, and faid unto him, Thus 
faith the Lorp God of IJfrael, I have anointed thee 
king over the people of the Lor, even over Ifrael. 

7 And thou fhalt fimite the houfe of Ahab thy maf- 
ter, that I may avenge the blood of my fervants the 
prophets, and the blood of all the fervants of the 
LORD, at the hand of Jezcbel. 

8 For the whole houfe of Ahab fhall perifh: and 
I will cut off from Ahab him that piffech againft the 
wall, and him that his fhut up and Icft in Hrael : 

g And I will make thehoute of Ahab like the houfe 
of Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, and like the houfe of 
Baafha the fon of Ahijah : 

10 And the dogs thall eat Jezebel in the portion of 
Jezreel, and shere fall be none to bury ber. And he 
opened the door, and fied. 

11 & Then Jchu came forth to the fervants of his 
Jord: and one faid unto him, Js all well ? wherefore 
came this mad fellow to thee? And he faid unto them, 
Ye know the man, and his communication. 

12 And they faid, Jt és falle; tellusnow. And he 
faid, Thusand thus fpake he to me, faying, Thus faith 
the Lorp, I have anointed thee king over Ifracl. 


13 Then they hafted, and took every man his gar- 29 And in theeleventh year of Joram the fon of 956, 
ment, and put z/ under him on the top of the ftairs, ]] Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah. 
and blew with trumpets, faying, Jehu is king. 30 GT And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebet  gg,, 


14 So Jehu the fon of Jehofhaphat the fon of Nim~ 
thi, confpired againft Joram. (Now Joram had kept 
Ramoth-gilcad, he and all Ifrael, becaufe of Hazael 
king of Syria. 

15 But king Joram was returned to be healed in Jez- 
reclof the wounds which the Syrians had given him, 
when he fought with Hazacl king of Syria.) And Jehu 
faid, If ic be your minds, /4ez let none go forth nor el- 
cape out of the city to go to tell # in Jezrecl. 

16 § So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jez- 
reel ; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Ju- 
dah was come down to fee Joram. 

17 And there ftood a watchman on the tower in 
Jezreel, and he fpied the company of Jehu as he 
came, and faid, I feea company, And Joram faid, 
Take an horfeman, and fend to meet them, and let 
him fay, Js :# peace ? . 

18 So there went one on horfeback to mect him, 
and faid, Thus faith the king, Js #t peace? And Jehu 
faid, What haft thou to do with peace? Turn thee 
behind me. 
meffenger came to them, but he cometh not again. 

1g Then he fent out a fecond on horfeback, which 
came to them, and faid, Thus faith the king, Js it 
peace? And Jehu anfwered, What haft thou to do 
with peace? turn thee behind me. 

20 And the watchman told, faying, He came even 
unto them, and cometh not again: and the driving zs 
like the driving of Jchu the fon of Nimfhi; for he 
driveth furioutfly. 

21 And Joram faid, Make ready. And his chariot 
was made ready. And Joram king of Ifrael and 
Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, 
and they went outagainft Jehu, and met him in the 
portion of Naboth the Jezreelite. 


11 Wherefore came this mad fellow to thee, &c.] It is no wonder that 
thofe officers, at firft fight, fhould ccnfure a true prophet, as they 
thought they had reafon to judge of the falfe ones, with whom they 
had been acquainted. 

14. Joram bad kept Ramoth-gilead, &<.} i.e. had kept a ftrong gar- 
rifon there. 

37 There flood a watchman on the tower in Fexreel.} Both in time of 
peace, and war, it was cuftomary to have watchmen fet on high 
places, wherever the king was, to prevent his being furprized. 

22 So long as the cuharedoms of thy mother Fexcbel and ber witckerafts 
are fo many.} i.e. Whilft her idolatries wherewith fhe bewitches the 
people, are ftill continued and multiplied. i 

3 







And the watchman told, faying, The, 


he faid, fs 7# peace, Jehu? = And he anfwered, Wiare ee 


peace, fo long as the whoredomns of thy mother Jcze- 
bel and her witchcralts are_/o many. 

23 And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and faid 
to Ahaziah, Tere is treachery, O Ahaziah. 

24 And Jehu déew a bow with his full ftrength,and 
{mote Jchoram betwixt his arms, and che arrow went 
out at his heart, and he funk down in his chariot. 

26 Then faid ¥ebz to Bidkar his captain, Take up, 
and ca{t him in the portion of the field of Naborh the 
Jezreelite : for remember how that, when J and thou 
rode together after Ahab his father, the Lorp laid 
this burden upon him: 

26 Surely, I have feen yefterday the blood of Na- 
both, and the blood of his fons, faith the Lorp; andI 
will requite thee in this plat, fairh the Lonp. Now 
therefore take azd caft him into the plat of ground, ac- 
cording to the word of the Lorp. 

27 q But when Ahaziah the king of Judah faw ¢ii, 
he fled by the way of the garden houfe. And Jehu 
followed after him, and faid, Smite him alfo in rhe 
chariot. And they did fo, at the going up of Gur, 
which 7s by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and 
died there. 

28 And his fervants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerufalem, and buried him in his fepulchre with his 
fathers in the city of David. 


heard of 7; and fhe painced ker face, and tired her 
head, and looked out ata window. 

31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, the faid, 
Had Zimri peace, who flew his matter? 

32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and 
faid, Who zs on my fide? who? And there looked 
out to him two or three eunuchs. 

83 And he faid, Throw her down. So they threw 
her down: and /ome of her blood was fprinkled onthe 
wall, and on the horfes: and he trode her under foot. 

34 And when he was come in,he did eat and drink, 
and faid, Go, fee now this curled woman, and bury 
her: for fhe isa king’s daughter. 

35 And they went to bury her: but they found no 
more of her than the {cull, and the feer,and the palms 
of her hands. 

36 Wherefore they came again, and told him. And 
he faid, This és the word of the LorD, which he fpake 
by his fervant Elijah the Tifhbite, faying, In the por- 
tion of Jezreel fhall dogs eat the flefh of Jezebel : 

37 And the carcafe of Jezebel fhall be as dung 
upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel ; 
/o that they fhall not fay, This 7s Jezebel. 


CHA PB X. 


1 Febu by bis letters caufeth Abab’s feventy fons to be flain 
in Samaria. 8 He excufeth the fa&t by the prophecy of 
Elijah, and Abab’s kindred and friends in Fexrcel. 
12 Iz bis way to Samaria be flayetb tiwo and forty of 
Abaziah’s brethren. 15 He taketh Febonadab in the 
chariot with bim, and deftroyeth all that remained unto 
Abab in Samaria. 18 By fublilty be flayetb at cuce 
all Baal’s worfbippers ; and breaketh doven bis images and 
boufe. 29 Febu followeth the fins of Ferobsam, but for 


having 


AT SRY 
26 And the blood of his fons, &c.| No doubt as Naborh wasacenfed 
of high treafon, all his family were involved in his ruin, and all his 
ettate confifcated to the ufe of the king. 
30 She painted her face, &c.| This woman did not thus adorn her- 
felfto tempt Jehu with her beauty, butto keep up her dignity and 
ftate, for her pride and haughtinefs were great! 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. IX. 
We muft acknowledge from the above examples. that the curfe of 
God purfues wicked princes, and in general all the ungodly ; that 
it cleaves to families where impiety reigns, and that the chreaten- 


ings of God never fall to the ground untulfillsd. 
EXPLANATORY 


CHAP. X. 


_ 16 And he faid, Come with me, and fee my zeal Before 
forthe Lokn. So they made him ride in his charior. CHRET 


Ahab’s feventy fons flan wn Samaria. Baal’s worfhippers deftroyca. 
Before having cxcculed God’s judgments on Ahab’s houfe, 7s 


CHRIST promifed the continuance of the kingdom in his family 
884. 


884. 


to the fourth gencration. 32 IHazacl fmiteth Lfrael. 
34 Fehu dicth ; his fon Fehoahaz fuccecdeth him. 
AS D Ahab had feventy fons in Samaria. And 

Jehu wrote letters, and fent to Samaria, unto 
the rulers of Jezrcel, to the elders, and to them that 
brought up Ahab’s children, faying, 

2 Nowas foonas this lettcr cometh to you, feeing 
your matter’s fons are with you, and there are with 
vouchariots and horfes, afenced city alfo,and armour; 

3 Look even out the belt and meeteft of your mal- 
ter’s fons, and fet Aim on his father’s throne, and 
fight for your mafter’s houfe, 

4 But they were excecdingly afraid, and faid, Be- 
hold, two kings ftood not before him: how then fhall 
we ftand? 

5 And he that was over the houfe, and he that was 
over the city, the elders alfo, and the bringers up of 
the children, Tent to Jehu, faying, We ave thy {ervants, 
and will do all that thou fhale bid us; we will not make 
any king: do thou ¢hat which is good in thine eves. 

6 Then he wrote a letter the fecond time to them, 
faying, If ye de mine, and if ye will hearken unto my 
voice, take ye the heads of the men your mafter’s fons, 
and come to me to Jezreel by to morrow this time. 
Now the king’s fons, deing feventy perfons, were with 
the great men of the city, which brought them up. 

And it came to pafs when the letter came to 
them, that they took the king’s fons, and flew feven- 
ty perfons, and put their heads in bafkets, and fent 
him them to Jezreel. 

8 @ And there came a meffenger, and told him, 
faying, They have brought the heads of the king’s 
fons. And he faid, Lay ye them in two heapsat the 
entering in of the gate until the morning. 

g And it came to pafs in the morning, that he went 
out, and ftood, and faid to all the people, Yc be righ- 
teous: behold, I confpired againft my malter, and 
{lew him: but who flew all thefe ? 

10 Know now that there fhall fall unto the earth 
nothing of the word of the Lorp, which the Loxp 
{pake concerning the houfe of Ahab: for the Loxp 
hath done that which he fpake by his fervant Elijah. 

rr So Jehu flew all that remained of the houle of 
Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kin{- 
folks, and his pricfts, until he left him none remain- 
ing. 

“2% And he arofe, and departed, and came to Sa~ 
maria. And ashe was at the fhearing houfe in the way, 


13 Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of, 


Judah, and faid, Who ave ye? And they anfwered, 
Weare the brethren of Ahaziah; and we go down 
to falute the children of the king and the children 
of the queen. 

14 And he faid, Take them alive. And they took 
them alive, and flew them at the pit of the fhearing 
houfe, even two and forty men; neither left he any 
of them. 

15 And when he was departed thence, he lighted 
on Jehonadab the fon of Rechab coming to meet him: 
and he faluted him, and faid to him, Is thine heart 
right, as my heart ¢s with thy heart ? And Jehonadab 
an{wered, Itis. If it be, give me thine hand. And 
he gave fim his hand; and he took him up to him 


into the chariot. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. X. 

6 Take ye the beads of the men your mafrer's fous, &c.| Jehu thought 
by murdering Ahab’s kinfmen to unite the rulers and elders to his 
intereft, and ina great meafure juitify, or at leat leffen, the odium 
of his own crucl and perfidious deed. 

q dnd flew foventy perfons.] Ors 
** the feventy perfons.” 

9 Bekald, I cinfpired againft my mafters and flew him, but awho flew 
all thefe?} Or in other words, I own indeed that I was a great in- 
ftrument in taking off the late king: but am I more culpable than 
are the friends, counfellors, and officers of Ahab? 

13 The brethren of Abaxiah, &c.] i.e. His brother's fons, as it is 


explained, in 2 Chroz, xxi. 8. 


as in the old tranflation, flew 


17 And when he came to Samaria, he ficw all that 
remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had deftroyed 
him, according to the laying of the Lorp, which he 
fpake to Elijah. 

18 € And Jebu gathered all the people together, 
and faid unto them, Ahab ferved Baal a little ; bué 
Jehu fhall ferve him mach. 

19 Now therefore call unto me all the propkets of 

' Baal, all his fervants, and all his pricfts; let none be 

[eaeene. for I have a great facrifice to do to Baal; 
whofoever fhall be wanting, be fhall not live. But 
Jehu did ¢¢ in fubtilty, to the intent that he might de-~ 
{troy the worfhippers of Baal. 

20 And Jehu faid, Proclaim a folemnaffembly for 
Baal. And they proclaimed it. ; 

21 And Jchu fent through ail Ifrael: and all the 
worfhippers of Baal came, fo that there was nota 
man Icft that came not. And they came into the 
houfe of Baal; and the houfe of Baal was full from 
one end to another. 

22 And he faid unto him that was over the veftry, 
Bring forth veltments, for all the werfiippers of 
Baal. And he brought them forth vefkments. 

23 And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the fon of Re- 
chab, into the houfe of Baal, and faid unto the wor- 
fhippers of Baal, Search, and look that there be hcre 
with you none of the fervants of the Lorn, but the 
worlhippers of Baal only. 

24 And when they went in to offer facrifices and 
burnt offerings, Jehu appointed fourfcore men with 
out, and faid, Z/ any of the men whom Ihave brought 
into your hands efcape, he that letteth him go, his life 
frall be for the life of him. 

25 And it came to pals, as foon as he had made an 
end of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu faid to 
the guard and to the captains, Go in, and flay them ; 
let none come forth. And they fmote them with the 
edge of the fword; and the guards and the captains 
caft them out, and went tothe city of thehoufe of Baal. 

26 And they brought forth the images out of the 
houfe of Baal, and burned them. 

27 And they broke down the image of Baal, and 
brake down the houfe of Baal, and made ita draught 
houfe unto this day. 

28 Thus Jehu deftroyed Baal out of Mrael. 

29 I Howbeit /rom the fins of Jerobeam the fon of 
Nebat, who made {frael to fin, Jehu departed not 
from after them, to wit, the golden calvesthat were in 
Bethel, and that weve in Dan. 

go And the Lorn faid unto Jehu, Becaufe thou 
haft done well in executing that which is right in mine 
eyes, and haft done unto the houfe of Ahab according 
to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the 
fourth generation fhall fit on the throne of Ifracl. 

1 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of 
the Lorp God of Ifrael with all his heart: for he 
departed not from the fins of Jeroboam, which made 
Ifrae} to fin. 

32 { In thofe days the Lorp began to cut Ifrael 
fhort: and Hazac) {mate them in all the coalts of 
Ifrael ; . 

33 From Jordan eaftward, all the land of Gilead, 


the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manafiites, 
from 


eee re A RD 
15 He lighted on Fehonadab the fon f Rechab] This was avery pious 


and prudent perfon (fee Fer. xxv. 6, 7:) who came to congratulate 
Jehu upon his happinefs in fulfilling God’s commands, and to encou- 
rage him to proceed in the extirpation of idolatry. : 
dt is.]  Vhe expreffion in the Hebrew is double, Yes, yes; im- 
rting a vehement affection. 
19 All his fervants, &e.] 


prieits in the worfhip of Baal. . : 
21 dll the woyaippers of Baal, &c.} i.e. All that remained ; 


for Hazael had flain many, and Jehoram had put away his image. 
j 25 The city of the heiif- of Beal.) The great buildings adjoining 
his temple, where the prophets and priefts lived. 
eee ae GENERAL 


jee. Thofe who miniftered with the 
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Athaliah deftroyeth the feed royal of Fudah. 11. KINGS. Fehcafh anointed hing. Athaliah fein 
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Before from Aroer, 


which zs by the river Arnon, even Gilead 
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34 U Now the reft of the a€ts of fehu, and all that 
he did, and all his might, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael P 

35 And Jehu flept with his fathers : and they buried 
him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his fon reigned in 
his flead. 

36 And the time that Jehu retgned over Ifrael in 
Samaria was twenty and eight years. 


Cc H A PP. XI. 


1 Fchoafh, faved by Fehofheba his aunt from the general 
maffacre of the royal family of Judah by Athalah, zs 
concealed fix years in the houfe of the LORD. 4 In 
the feventh year Fehoiada the high pricft, having taken 
mreafures for his fecurity,bringeth him forth, and crown- 
ethhim. 13 Athaliah prefing forward into the temple 
is feized and flain. 17 Fchciada refloreth the wor/hip 
of God, abolifheth that of Baal, and fixeth the king on 
his throne to the great joy of the people. 


N D when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah faw 
that her fon was dead, .fhe arofe and deftroyed 
all the feed royal. 

2 But Jehofheba, the daughter of king Joram, fiter 
of Ahaziah, took Joafh the fon of Ahaziah, and ftole 
him from among the kings fons which were flain; and 
they hid him, cven him and his nurfe, in the bed- 
chamber from Athaliah, fo that he was not flain. 

3 And he was with her hid in the houfe of the 
Lorpfix years. And Athaliah did reign overthe land. 

4 4 And the feventh year Jehoiada fent and 
fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the captains 
and the guard, and brought them to him into the 
houfe of the Lorn, and made a covenant with them, 
and took an oath of them in the houfe of the Lorp, 
and fhewed them the king’s fon. 

5 And he commanded them, faying, This is the 
thing that ye fhalldo; A third part of you that enter 
in onthe fabbath, fhall even be keeper of the watch 
of the king’s houfe. 

6 And athird part /rall be at the gate of Sur ; and 
a third part at the gate behind the guard: fo fhallye 
keep the watch of the houfe, that it be not broken 
down. 

7 And two parts of all you that go forth on the 
fabbath, everthey fhall keep the watch of the houfe 
of the Lorp about the king. 

8 And ye fhall compafs the king round about, 
every man with his weapons in his hand; and he that 
cometh within the ranges, let him be flain : and be ye 
with the king as he goeth out and as he cometh in. 

g And the captains over the hundreds did accord- 
ing to all ¢hings that Jehoiada the prieft commanded: 
and they took every man his men that were to come 
in on the fabbath, with them that {hould go out on 
the fabbath, with them that fhould go out on the 
fabbath, and came to Jehoiada the prieft. 

10 And to the captains over hundreds did the 
prieft give king David’s {pears and fhields, that were 
in the temple of the Lorn. 

11 And the guard ftood, every man with his wea- 
pon in his hand, round about the king, from the right 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. X. 


We find in Jehu an image of thofe whofe zeal is not pure ;- who in- 
deed do certain things for the fake of God, but cannot refolve to 
do others which may be contrary to their interefts or paffions. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XI. 


1 And deftroyed all the feed riyal.] i.e. The whole offspring of Je- 
roboam, Baafha, and Ahab, kings of Ifrael, was cut off for their 
idolatry: the kings of Judah were fo deftroyed by three fucceffive 
maffacres, that there was but one left: for, firft, Jehoram flew all 
his brethren; then Jehu flew all his brother’s children; and now 
Athaliah deftroys all the reft that her executioners could meet with. 

5 <2 third part of you that enter inon the Jfabbath, &c.] Without 
doubt thefe words were fpaken to the priefts and Levites, who took 
‘their‘tarns in their attendance at the temple. 












corner of the temple to the Icft corner of the temple, 

along by the altar and the temple. 

12 And he brought forth the king’s fon, and put 
the crown upon him, and gave Aim the teftimony; and 
they made him king, and anointed him; and they 
clapped their hands, and faid, God favethe king. 

13 @ And when Athaliah heard the noife of the 
guard and of the people, ihe came to the people intu 
the temple of the Lorp. ~ 

14 And when fhe looked, behold, the king food 
by a pillar, as the manner was, and the princes and 
the trumpeters by the king, and all the people of the 
land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets: and Athaliah 
rent her clothes, and cried, Treafon, Treafon. 

15 But Jehoiada the prieft commanded the captains 
of the hundreds, the officers of the hoft, and faid unto 
them, Have her forth without the ranges: and him 
that followeth her kill with the fword. For the prict 
had faid, Let her not be flaininthehoufe of the Lorp. 

16 And they laidhands on her; and fle went by 
the way by the which the horfescame into the king’s 
houfe; and there was fhe flain. 

17H And Jehoiada made a covenant between the 
Lorp and the king and the people, that they fhould 
be the Lorp’s people; between the king alfo and 
the people. 

18 And all the people of the Jand went into the 
houfe of Baal, and brake it down; his altars and his 
images brake they in pieces thoroughly, and flew 
Mattan the priclt of Baal before the altars. And the 
prieft appointed officers over the houfe of the Lorn, 

tg And he took the rulers over hundreds, and the 
captains, and the guard, and all the people of the 
land; and they brought down the king from the 
houfe of the Loknp, and came by the way of the gate 
of the guard to the king’s houfe. And he fat onthe 

throne of the kings.: j 
20 And all the people of the land rejoiced, and 

the city was in quiet: and they flew Athaliah with 

the fword defide the king’s houfe. 

21 Seven years old was Jchoafh when he began to 
reign. 
C H A PP. XII. 

1 Fehoafe reigneth well fo long as Fehoiada liveth. 4. The 
repair of the houfe of the LORD having been firft left 
to the pricfts, and negleéted, Fehoafh providith more 
cffettually for it. 17 Hazael is diverted from his defign 
againft Ferufalcem ly a prefent out of the hallowed and 
royaltreafures. 19 Fchoufh is flain hy a confpiracy of 
his fervants: Amaztah fucccedith him. 

N the feventh year of Jehu Jehoafh began to 

reign; and forty ycars reigned he in Jerufalem. 

And his mother’s name was Zibiah of Beer-fheba. 

2 And Jehoath did shat cvhich was right in the fight 
of the Lorp all his days whercin Jchoiada the prieft 
inftru€ted him. 

3 Butthehighplaceswere not taken away: the peo- 
ple ftill facrificed and burntincenfein the high places. 

4 2And Jehoafh faid to the pricfts, All the money 
of the dedicated things that is brought into the houfe 
of the LorD, even the moncy of every one that pafieth 
the account, the money that cvery man is fet at, aid all 
the money that cometh into any man’s heart to bring 


into the houfe of the Lorp, 
5 Let 
I 

6 The gate behind the guard, &c.] Meaning the fouth gate, which 
looked towards the royal palace. 

14 The king floid by a pillary &c.] "This is fuppofed to be that 
brazen f{eaffold, five feet long, five broad, and five high, which So- 
lomon made, upon his dedicating the temple, and where probably 
there wasathrone of flate. 

19 duto the king's baufe, &c.] i.e. Towards the king’s houfe. 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP, NI. 
The cafe of Athaliah proves, that God often permits the wicked to 
fucceed for a time, though he is fure to punifh them in the end; 
that of Joafh, that all the promifes of God are truth; and 
from the fatal end of Athaliah, that no Jength of time can fercen 


the wicked from the juft judgments cf an offended Deity. 
4 EXPLANATORY 


Beton, 
CURIS yp 


Sra, 


fehoafh is flan by his own fervants. 


_ Before § Let the pricfts take 2 to them, every man of his 
CHRISTacquaintance: and Iect them repair the breaches of 
the houfe, wherefoever any breach fhall be found. 

6 But it was fo, that in the three and twenrieth 
year of king Jchoafh the priefts had not repaired 
the breaches of the houfe. 

7 Then king Jehoath called for J choiada the pricft, 
and the other priefts, and faid unto them, Why re- 
pair ye not the breaches of the houfe ? now there- 
fore receive no more money of your acquaintance, 
but deliver it for the breaches of the houfe. 

8 And the priefts confented to receive no more 
money of the people, neither to repair the breaches 
of the houfe. 

g But Jeboiada the pricft took a cheft, and bored 
ahole in the lid of it, and fet it befide the altar, on the! 
right fide as one cometh into the houfe of the Lorn: 
and the priefts that kept the door put therein all the 
money that was brought into the houfe of the Lorp. 

to And it was fo, when they faw thatéhere was much 
money in the cheft, that the king’sfcribe and the 
high prieft came up, and they put up in bags, and told 
the moncy that was found in the houfe of the Lorn. 

11 And they gave the money, being told, into the 
hands of them that did the work, that had the over- 
fight of the houfe of the Lorn: and they laid it our 
to the carpenters and builders, that wrought upon 
the houfe of the Lorp. 

12 And to mafons, and hewers of ftone, and to buy 
timber and hewed ftone to repair the breaches of the 
houfe of the Lorn, and for all that was laid out for 
“he houfe to repair 7, 

13 flowbeit there were net made for the houfe of 
the Lorn bowls of filver, fauffers, bafons, trumpets, 
any velicls of gold, or veiicls of filver, of the money 
Zhu was brought into the houfe of the Lonu: 

14 But they gave that to the workmen, and re- 
paired therewith the houfe of the Lonp. 

15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men, 
into whofe hand they delivered the money to be be- 
ftowed on the workmen: for they dealt faithfully. 

16 The trefpafs money and fin money was not 
broughtinto the houfeof the Lorn: it wasthe priefts’. 

17 @ Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and 
fought againfi Gath, and took it: and Hazael fet 
his face to go up to Jerufalem. 

18 And Jchoath king of Judah took all the hal- 
lowed things that Jehofhaphat, and Jchoram, and 
Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, 
and his own hallowed things, and all the gold that was 
found in the treafures of the houfe of the Lorn, and 
in the king’s houfe, and fent z¢ to Nazacl king of 
Syria: and he went away from Jerufalem. 

19 ¥ And the reft of the a€ts of Joath, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the chro- 
nicles of the kings of Judah ? 

206A nd his fervants arofe, and made aconfpiracy, 
and flew Joafh in the houfe of Millo, which goeth 
down to Siila. 

et For Jozachar the fon of Shimeath, and Jehoza- 
bad the fon of Shomer, his fervants, {mote him, andhe 
died; and they buried him with his fathers in the city 
of David: and Amaziah his fon reigned in his ftead. 

CHAP. XIII. 
1 Fehkoahaz reigneth wickedly over Hracl. 3 Ifrael op- 
preffed ty Hazacl is reticucd at the prayer of Fchoahaz. 


356. 


S40. 


839. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XII 

13 There aucre not made far the house of the Lerd bowls of filzer, 
Sink rs, batans, &c.] Although thefe were wantings yet the money # 
was liniited to the repairs of the houfe ; and the king ordered, that 
no veifel of any fort fhould be bought for the temple, till the temple 
atic! was put into a good condition. . 

15 They reckoved net cvith the men, Sc.) _ Confident of the honefty 
of the overfeers, they took no account of the money they had paid 
the workmen, who alfo were men of integrity. 

zi dbs fervanti, finite him, and he died, &c.| Thefe fervants were 
Jehoiada’s friends, who took this revenge upon Joafh for the death 
o! Zechariah the fon of Jehoiada, as isexprefsly faid, 2 CZron. xxiv. 25. 

No. 30. 7 


CHAP. XIII. 




































Trael oppreffed by the Syrians. 





8. Fehoahaz dicth ; Foafh fucceedcth him. 10 His bad Petore 
reign. 14 Elifha vifited on his death bed by Foafh Pree 
mifeth himthree vidories over the Syrians, whofe aver "-"" 
throw had been complete but for the king's fault. 20 
Llifna dieth ; the Moabites invade the land + on whafe 
appearance a dead man being caf? into Elifha’s grav 
ts raifed to life on touching his bones. 22 Haza-l, who 
had oppreffia Ifracl, dying, Foafh thrice dcfeateth Ben- 
hadad, and recovereth the cities taken L Ly Hazacl. 

Ts the three and twentieth year of Joafh the fon of 
Ahaziah king of Judah, Jehoahaz the fon of Jehu 


{began to reign over Hrael in Samaria, and reigned 
feventeen years. 


2 And he did shat which was evil in the fight of the 
Lorp, and followed the fins of Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat, which made Ifrael to fin; he departed not 


therefrom. 


3 q And the anger of the Lorn waskindledagainfg{ 849. 


Ifrael, and he delivered them into the hand of Ha- 


zael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad 


the fon of Hazacl, all their days. 

4, And Jchoahaz befought the Lorp,and the Lorp 
hearkencd unto him: for he faw the oppreflion of 
Ifrael, becaufe the king of Syria oppreffed them. 

5 (And the Lorp gave I frael a faviour, fo that they 
went out from under the hand of the Syrians: andthe 
children of Ifrael dwelt in their tents, as before-time. 

6 Neverthelefs they departed not from the fins of 
the houfe of Jeroboam, who made Ifrael fin, due 
walked therein: and there remained the grove allo 
in Samaria. ) 

7 Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz 
but fifty horfemen, and ten char:o‘s, and ten thou- 
fand :ootmen ; for the king of Syria had deftroyed 
them, and hai made them like the duft by threfhing. 

8 { Now the reft of the aéts of Jehoahaz, and all 
that he did, and his might, ave they not written in 
the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? 

g And Jehoahaz flept with his fathers; and they 
buried him in Samaria: and Joafh his fon reigned in 
his ftead. 

to I In the thirty and feventh year of Joath king 
of Judah began Jehoafh the fon of Jehoahaz to reign 
over Hrael in Samaria, ond reigned fixteen ycars. 

11 And he did that which was evil in the fight of 
the Lorn; he departed not from all the fins of Jero- 
boam the fon of Nebat, who made I{rael fin: Jut he 
waiked therein, “ 

32 And the reft of the a&ls of Joafh, and all that 
he did, and his might wherewith he fought againft 
Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the 
book of the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael ? 

13 And Joath flept with his fathers; and ]eroboam 
fat upon his throne: and Joafh was buried in Sama- 
ria with the kings of Ifrael. 

14 9: Now Elifha was fallen fick of his ficknefs  8:y. 
whereof he died. And Joafh the king of Ifracl came 
down unto him, and wept over his face, and faid, O 
my father, my father, the chariot of Ifrael, and the 
horfemen thereof. 

15 And Elifha faid unto him, Take bow and ar- 

rows. And he took unto him bow and arrows. 
16 And he faid to the king of Ifrael, Put thine hand 
upon the bow, And he put his hand upon it: and 
Elifha put his hands upon the king’s hands. 

17 And he faid, Open the window eaftward. And 

he 


Sac. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CHAP, XII. 

Jehoiada’s conduét fhould teach us (as he alfo intimated to the peo- 

ple) that in all our offerings of a religious or charitable nature, we 

fhould come to the altar of God with a willing mind: and from 

the cataftrophe of Joath, we may learn, that the divine vengeance 

will fooner or Jater overtake thofe who reje@ good counfel, and 

forfake the worthip of the true God. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 

14 O my father, my father, the chariat of Ifael, and the horfeuen 
therreof.] Which are the very fame words that Elifha ufed concern- 
ing his mafter Elijah, when he was taken up isto heaven, 

47T 21 die 


Ehifha dieth. Il. KINGS. Amaziah’s vain challenge to Fehoafh. 


Before he opened it, faying, The fathers thall not be put to death for the Before 
children, nor the children be put to death for the fa~CHRIsT 





Then Elifha faid, Shoot. And he 


839. 


eae fhot. And he faid, Vhe arrow of the Lorp’s deliver- 


then hadft thou fmitten Syria till thou hadft confumed g And Jehoafh the king of Ifrael fent to Amaziah 826, 
2/: whereas now thou fhalt fmite Syria but thrice. king of Judah, faying, The thiftle thatwas in Lebanon 

838. 20 FY And Elifha died, and they buried him. And |} fent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, faying, Give 
the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the }; thy daughter to my fon ro wife: and there paffed by 
coming in of the year. a wild beaft that was in Lebanon, and trode down 

21 And it came to pafs, as they were buryinga man, ff the thiftle. : 
that, bchold, they fpied a band of mez ; and they caft 10 Thou haft indeed finitten dom, and thine heart 
the man into the fepulchre of Elifha: and when the }f hath lifted thee up: glory of tis, and tarry at home : 
man was let down, and touched the bones of Elifha, }f{ for why fhouldeft thou meddle to ¢Ay hurt, that thou 
he revived, and ftood up on his feet. fhouldeft fall, even thou, and Judah with thee? 

22 @ But Iazacl king of Syria oppreffed Ifrael all 11 But Amaziah wouid not hear. Therefore Jc- 
the days of Jehoahaz. hoafh king of Hrac] went up; and he and Amaziah 

23 And the Lorn was gracious unto them, and[{king of Judah looked one another in the face at 
had compaflion on them, and had refpe& unto them }] Beth-fhemefh, which ZeZongeth to Judah. 
becaufe of his covenant with Abraham, Ifaac, and 12 And Judah was put to the worfe before Ifrael ; 
Jacob, and would not deftroy them, neither caft he}] and they fled every man to their tents. 
them from his prefence as yet. 13 And Jehoafh king of Ifrael took Amaziah king ; 

839. 24 So Wazacl king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad }j of Judah, the fon of Jehoath the fon of Ahaziah, at 
his fon.réigned in his ftead. d Beth-fhemefh, and came to Jerufalem, and brake © 

25 And Jehoath the fon of Jehoahaz took again J] down the wall of Jerufalem frpm the gate of Ephraim 
out of the hand of Ben-hadad the fon of Hazael the] unto the corner gate, four hundred cubits. 

836 Cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoa- 14 And he took all the goldand filver, and all the 
haz his father by war. Three times did Joath beat }] veflels ¢hat were found in the houfe of the Lorn, an 
him, and recovered the cities of Ifrael. in the treafurcs of the king’s houfe, and hoftages, 

, : and returned to Samaria. 
. . ae fi Ee ; Vs ss ; 15 | Now the refl of the as of Jeboafh which he 

1 Amaziah's good reign.  § Tis juftice in punifhing his tl did, and his might, and how he fought with Amaziah 

father’s murderers. 7 He finrieth Edom in the valley king of Judah, are they not written in the book of 

of fall, 8 THis emprudent challenge 10 the king of Ifracl: | the chronicles of the kings of Ifrael ? 

Foafh fheweth him the folly of it, but finding him obfi- 16 And Jehoafh flept with his fathers, and was 

nate, defeateth him, and, breaking down the wall of \\ buried in Samaria with the kings of Ifracl; and ]c- 

Ferufalem, carvicth away the treafures foundinit. 154] roboam his fon reigned in his ftead. 

Fehoash dieth, and ts fucceeded by Feroboam. 17 dma- 17 @ And Amaziah the fon of Joath king of Judah 

ztah as flain by a confpiracy. 21 Lhe people of Fudah | lived after the death of Jehoafh fon of Jehoahaz king 

make his fon Azariah king, who buildeth Elath. 23] of Ifrael fifteen years. 

Feroboam’s bad reign: he recovercth the coaft of If- 18 And the reft of the a&s of Amaziah, ave they 

vael. 28 He dicth: Zechariah fucceedeth him. not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 

Sty: J N the fecond year of Joafh the fon of Jechoahaz]} of Judah? 

king of Ifrael reigned Amaziah the fon of Joafh 1g Now they made a confpiracy againft him in 
king of Judah. Jerufalem: and he fled to Lachifh; but they fent 

2 He was twenty and five years old when he began |] after him to Lachifh, and flew him there. 
to reign, and rcigned twenty and nine years in Jeru- 20 And they brought him onhorfes: and hewasbu-  gyo. 
falem. And his nfother’s name was Jchoaddan off} riedat Jerufalem with his fathers in the city of David. 
jerufalem. 21 @ And all the people of Judah took Azariah, 

3 And he did that which was right in the fight off| which was fixteen years old, and made him king in- 
the Lorn, yet not like David his father: he did]| ftead of his father Amaziah. & 
according to all things as Joafh his father did. 22 He built Elath, and reftored it to Judahgaficr 

4 Howbeic the high places were not taken away :}{ that the king flept with his fathers. 
as yet the people did facrifice and burnt incenfe on ‘23 DT Inthe fifteenth year of Amaziah the fon of 5... 


ance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for 
thon fhalt finite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have 
confumed them. 

18 And he faid, Take the arrows. And he took 
them. Andhe faid unto the king of Ifrael, Smite upon 
the ground. And he fmote thrice, and flayed. 

19 And the man of God was wroth with him, and 
faid, Thou fhouldeft have finitten five or fix times; 


the high places. 

54 And it came to pafs, as foon as the kingdom 
was confirmed in his hand, that he flew his fervants 
which had flain the king his father. 

G6 But the children of the murderers he flew not: 
according unto that which is written in the book of 
the law cof Mofes, wherein the Lorp commanded, 





21 He revived, and fiaed up on bis feet.) God, by this miracle, 
did the higheft honour to his prophet, and confirmed both the truth 
of what he had promifed the king, and the belief of a future life. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XII. 


The hiftory of the death of Elitha, after he had fulfilled the work 

of his minittry, fhould teach us to confider, thatif we are the 

-real fervants of God, he will neither forget nor forfake us; but 
place us, at laft, ina flate of everlafting blifs. 

EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. 

7 Selub.] This was the metropolis of Arabia Petrra. 


XIV. 






















thers; but every man fhall be put to death for his own 
fin. 


7 @ He flew of Edom in the valley of falt ten thou. 8s, 


fand, and took Selah by war, and called the name 
of it Joktheel unto this day. 

84 Then Amaziah fent neffengers to Jehoafh, the 
fon of Jehoahaz fon of Jchu, king of Hrael, faying, 
Come, Iet us look one another in the face. 


Joafh king of Judah, Jeroboam the fon of Joafh king 
of Ifrael Legan to reign in Samaria, and re7gued forty 
and one ycars. 

24 And he did ¢thaf which was evil in the fight of 
the Lorn: he departed not from all the fins of Je~ 
roboam the fon of Nebat, who made Ifracl to fin. 

25 He reftored the coaft of Ifrael from the entering 


of 


ne er 

Fektheel, &c.] This name imports obedience to God, becaufe 
when’ he took it, he fertled there, as fome imagine, the laws and 
Ratutes of Moles. 

8 Amazxiah fent meffengers to Fehoa/o, &c.J] The king being encou- 
raged by his Jate victory, was determined to be revenged for the 
flaughter of his anceftors by Jehu, and therefore fent this open de- 
claration of war. conceived in the mildeft terms poffible. 

21 deariah, &c.] Or Uzziah, as in the 3goth verfe of the next 
chapter, and in 2 Céro, xxvi.t 3 both names fignify nearly the 
fame thing, one meaning ‘¢ the hein of God,” the other ** tle 
ftrength of Gad.” as 

5 GENERAL 
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Azariah’s good reign. 


Be‘ore_ of Elamach unto the fea of the plain, according tothe 
cHRlst word of the Lorp God of Ifrael, which he fpake by 


784. 


B10. 


765 


7:8. 


7836 


77% 


the hand of his fervant Jonah the fon of Amittai, the 
prophet, which teas of Gath-hepher. 

26 Forthe Lorp faw the affliction of Ifrael, shat rt 
seas very bitter: for ‘bere cvas not any fhut up, nor any 
left, nor any helper for Ifrael. 

27 And the Lorn faid not that he would blot our 
the name of Ifracl from under heaven: but he faved 
them by the hand of Jeroboam the fon of Joafh. 

28 GT Nowthe reft of the acts of Jeroboam, and all 
that he:did, and his might, how he warred, and how 
he recovered Damafcus, and Hamath, which belouged 
to Judah, for Ifrael, are they not written in the book 
of the chronicles of the kings of Hfracl ? 

29 And Jeroboam flept with his fathers, evex with ¢ 
the kings of Mrael; and Zachariah his fon reigned in 


his ftead. 

Cc Ww AP. XV. 

1 Azariab’s gaaireign, 5 He ts finiticn with leprofy: dur- 
ing bis life bis fon Fotham rereneth i bis name, and at 
his death fuccerdeth bia, 8 Zachariah, the fourth and 
loft king of Jebus race, reiyneth ill, and fs flain by 
Shatllum ; 13 tbo after a month's veien ts bimfelf flain 
aud fuccecded by Afenabem. 16 Menabem cruelly finiteth 
Tiphfab, which held out againft him. 17 His wicked 
reign. 19 To fecure bimfelf on the throne he buyeth the 
alliance of Pui king of dffyria. 21 His death: Pekabi- 
ab fucceedcth him; 23 who after a wicked reign of lwo 
gears is flain and fucceeded by Pekub, 27 Pekab’s evi 
reigu. 29 Tiglath-pilefer carrvieth part of Iracl into: 
capirvily. 30 Hefbea flayeth and fucecedeth Prkab, 32 
Jotham reigueth well in Fudah. +36 Its adcis and 
dealh: Ahaz fucceedeth bim. ; 

N the twenty and feventh year of Jeroboam king of 
I Ifrael began Azariah fon of Amaziah king of Ju- 
dah to reign. : se 

2 Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign, 
and he rcigned two and fifty years in Jerufalem. And 
his mother’s name cvas Jecholiah of Jerufalem. 

3Andhe did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lorp, according to all that his father Amaziah 
had done ; 

4 Save that the high places were not removed: the 
people facrificed and burnt incenfe ftill on the high 
places. 

5 @ And the Lorn fmote the king, fo that he was 
a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a fe- 
veral houfe. And Jotham the king’s fon was overthe 
houfe, judging the people of the land. 

6 And the reft of the acts of Azariah, and all that 
he did, are they not written in the book of the chro- 
nicles of the Kings of Judah? 

7 So Azariah flept with his fathers; and they bu- 
ried him with his fathers in the city of David: and 
Jotham his fon reigned in his ftead. 

8 ¢ In the thirty and cighth year of Ahaziah king 
of Judah did Zachariah the fon of Jeroboam reign 
over Ifrael in Samaria fix months. 

g And he did that zwbich was evilin the fight of the 
J.orn, as his fathers had done: he departed not from | 
the fins of Tcroboam the fon of Nebar, who made If. 
racl to fin. 

10 And Shallum the fonof Jabeth confpired againft 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIV. 
The hiftory of UVaziah fhows, that at firft he was a pious prince, and 
profpered while he fought God, and followed the counfels of his 
prophet; but afterwards being puffed up by profperity, he afumed 
the pricft’s office, and was punithed with leprofy. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XV. 
In the tawenty ad jiventh year, &e.] Many fuppofe that there 


Azariah, and the inauguration of his fon, who at four years old was 
committed to the guardianthip of the grandces of the nation till he 
was fixteen, when they placed him on the throne of his anceflurs. in 
the mventy-feventh year of Jeroboam. 


was an interregnum of cleven or twelve years before the death | 


him, and fimote him before the people, and flew him, 
and reigned in his ftead. . 

¥1 And the refl of the acts of Zachariah, behold, 
they are written in the book of the chronicles of the 
Kings of Ifrael. 

12 This was the word of the Lorp which he fpake 
unto Jehu, faying, Thy fons fhall fic on the throne of 
Ifrael untothe fourth generation, And{o itcame to pafs. 

13 Y Shallum the fon of Jabefh began to reign in 
the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah; 
and he reigned a full moath in Samaria. 

14 For Menahem the fon of Gadi went up from 
Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and {mote Shallum the 
fon of Jabefh in Samaria: and flew him, and reigned 
in his ftead. . 

15 And the reft of the acts of Shallum, and his 
con{piracy which he made, behold, they are written 
im the book of the chronicles of rhe kings of Iracl. 

16 € Then Menahem fmote Tiphfah, and all that 
were therein, and the coafls thereof from Tirzah: be- 
caufe they opencd not to din, therefore he fmoted ; and 
all the women that were with child he ripped up.’ 

17 DIn the nine and thirticth year of Azariah king 
of Judah began Menahem the fon of Gadi to reign 
over Ifrael, aid reigned ten ycars in Samaria. 

18 And he did shat which was evil in the fight of the 
Lorp: he departed nor all his days from the fin of 


} Jeroboam, the fon of Nebat, who made Ifrael to fin. 


194 dud Pul the king of Affyria came again{ft the 
land: and Menahem gave Pula thoufand talents of 
filver, that his hand might be with him to confirm the 
kingdom in his hand. ° 

20 And Menahem exacted the money of Ifrael even 
ofall the mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty 
fhekels of filver, to give to the king of Affyria. So 
the king of sffyria turned back, and flayed not there 
in the land. 

21 @ And the reft of the acts of Menahem, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Ifrael? 

22 And Menahem fleprt with his fathers ; and Peka- 
hiah his fon reigned in his ftead. , , 

23 QM Inthe fiftieth year ‘of Azariah king of Judah 
Pekahiah the fon of Menahem began to reign over 
Ifrael in Samaria, and reigned two years. 

24 Andhe did shat which was evilin the fight of 
the Lorp: he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam 
the fon of Nebat; who made Ifrael to fin. 

26 But Pekah the fon of Remaliah, a captain of his, 
confpired againft him, and fmote him if$amaria, in 


} the palace of the king’s houfe, with Argob and Arich, 


and with him fifty men of the Gileadites : and he kil- 
Ied him, and reigned in his room.” 

26 And the reft of the acts of Pekahiah, and all rhat 
he did, behold, they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Hrael. 

27 q In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king 
of Judah Pekah the fon of Remaliah began to reign 
over Ifraelin Samaria, and reigned twenty years. | 

28 And he did shat which was evil inthe fight of 
the Lorn; he departed not from the fins of Jeroboam 
the fon of Nebat, who made I frael to fin. 

2g I Inthe days of Pekah king of Ifrael came Tig- 


lath-pilefer king of Affyria, and took Ijon, and Abel- 
beth- 





5 Aud Futham ike king's fon was wer the houfe, &c.] The king, 
Azariah, continued a leper twenty-five years, during all which rime 
Jotham took upon him the adminiftration of the government, his 
father being incapable thereof. iss 

12 dud fr it came to pafiy &c.] Notwithftanding their infidelity to 
God, he faithfully kept his promife which he madeto Jehu, and 
continued the crown of Ifrael in his family for four generations, as 
Jehoahaz, Joath, Jehoram, and Zachariah fucceeded him, 

19 Palthe king of Affpria, &c.] Here is the firlt time we find any 
mention made of the kingdom of Affyria, fince the days of Nimrod, 
who erceled a fmall principality there, Ger. x. 11. and Pul, or Phul, 
isthe fir monarch of that nation, who invaded Ifrael, and began 
their tranfportation out of their country. 


GFENERAL 


CHAP. XV. The reiens of Shallum, Menahem, Pehahiah. 


Betors 


CHRIST 


77% 


759° 


740. 


ener nnn nnn ee EO ae t eae ran, 


The reigns of Pekah,Hofhea, fotham,and Ahaz. Wi. KINGS. Ahaz caufetha new altar to be made, 


of Affyria, faying, I am thy fervant and thy fon: Bele 
come up, and fave me out of the hand of the king of CHRIsp 
Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Ifrac], 7% 


Before 


Crrist 


740. 


739+ 


708. 


w42- 


FAs 


‘yea, and made his fon to pafs through the fire, accord- 


beth-maachah, and Janoah, and Kedefh, and Hazor, 
and Gilcad, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and 
carried them captive to Affyria. 

30 ¢ And Hofhea the fon of Elah madea confpi- 
racy againft Pckah the fon of Remaliah, and {mote 
him, and flew him, and reigned in his ftead, in the 
twentieth year of Jotham the fon of Uzziah. 

gt And the reft of the a&is of Pekah, and all that 
he did, behold, they are written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Ifrael. 

32 J In the fecond year of Pekah the fon of Re- 
maliah king of Ifrael began Jotham the fon of Uzzi- 
ah king of Judah to reign. 

- 33 Five and twenty years old was he when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned fixteen ycars in Jeru- 
falem. And his mother’s name was Jerufha, the 
daughter of Zadok, 

34 And he did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lorn: he did according to all that his father 
Uzziah had done. | 

35 Howbeit the high places were not removed : 
the people facrificed and burned incenfe ftill in the 
high places. He built the higher gate of the houfe 
of the Lorp. 

36 I Now the reft of the a&s of Jotham, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 

37 In thofe days the Loxp began to fend againft 
Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the fon 
of Remaliah. 

38 And Jotham flept with his fathers, and was 
buried with his fathers in the city of David his fa- 
ther: and Ahaz his fon reigned in his ftead. 


C H A P. XVI. 


1 dhaz reigneth very wickedly. § Rezin and Pekahmake 
war againft him. 7 He hireth Tiglath-pilefer againft 
them, who taketh Damafeus, and flayeth Rezin. 10 
sthaz canfeth anew altar to be made for burnt offerings 
after a paltern fent by him from Damafcus, and fetteth 
afidethe brazen altar for his private ufe. 17 Hefporleth 
ihe temple of its ornaments for a prefent to the king of 
Affyria. 19 He dicth: Hezekiah fucceedcth him. 

N the feventcenth year of Pekah the fon of Re- 

maliah, Ahaz the fon of Jotham king of Judah 
began to reign. 

2 Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to 
reign, and reigned fixteen years in Jerufalem, and 
did not zhagywhich was right in the fight of the Lorp 
his God, Nke David his father. 

3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Ifrael, 


ing to the abominatign of the heathen, whom the 
Lorp caft out from béfore the children of Ifrael]. 

4 And he facrificed and burnt incenfe in the high 
places, and on the hills, and under every green trec. 

§ IThen Rezinking of Syriaand Pekah fon of Re- 
maliah king of Ifrael cameupto Jerufalemtowar: and 
they befieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him. 

6 Atthat time Rezinking ef Syria recovered Elath 
to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Sy- 
rians came to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day. 
_.7 USo Ahaz {ent meffengersto Tiglath-pileferking 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XV. 


We fee in the hiftory of Amaziah and Pekahiah, that it avails no- 
thing tohave done our duty for a while, if we donot perfevere in 
the fear of God; and that they; who after having begun well, turn 
away from holinefs, may be fo corrupted, as to become at laft 
intirely wicked, and upon that account be made examples of the 
wrath of God, after having been examples of his mercy and 
favour. ~ 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 

11 Urijah the prieft built an altar according to all that king Abazx had 
Sem fron Damafeus, &c.| Certainly, inftead of obeying the king’s in- 
junétion, Urijah ought, wich all his intereft and power, to have op- 
pofed it, as he could not but know that this innovation of the king 
did not proceed from any principle of religion, but from a defign to 































which rife up againft mc. 

8 And Ahaz took the filver and gold that was 
found inthe houfe of the Lorn, and in the trea 
{ures of the king’s houfe, and fent 7 for a prefent 
to the king of Affyria. 

g And the king of Affyria hearkened unto him: 
for the king of Affyria went up againft Damafcus, 
and took it, and carried the people of it captive to 
Kir, and flew Rezin. 

10 4 And king Ahaz went to Damafcus to meet 
Tiglath-pilefer king of Affyria, and faw an altar that 
was at Damafcus: and king Ahaz fentto Urijah the 
prieft the fafhion of the altar, and the pattern of it, 
according to all the workmanfhip thereof. 

11 And Urijah the pricft built an altar according 
to all that king Ahaz had fent from Damafcus: fo 
Urijah the prieft made ct againft king Ahaz came 
from Damafcus. 

12 And when the king was come from Damafeus, 
the king faw the altar: and the king approached to 
the altar, and offered thereon. 

13 And he burnt his burnt offering and his mcat 
offering, and poured his drink offering, and f{prinkled 
the blood of his peace offerings, upon the altar. 

14 And he brought alfo the brafen altar, which zeas 
before the Lorb, from the forefront of the houfe, 
from between the altar of the houfe of the Lorv,and 
putit on the north fide of the altar. 

15 And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the prieft, 
faying, Upon the great altar burn the morning burnt 
offering,and the evening meatoffering,and the king’s 
burnt facrifice, and his meat offering, with the burnt 
offering of all the people of the land, and their meat 
offering, and their drink offerings; and {prinkleupon 
it all the blood ofthe burnt offering, and all the blood 
of the facrifice : and the brafen altar fhall be for me 
to enquire by. 

16 Thus did Urijah the prieft, according to all 
that king Ahaz commanded. ° 

17 @ And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the 
bafes, and removed the laver from off them; and 
took down the feafromoff the brazen oxen that were 
under it, and put it upon a pavement of ftones. 

18 And the covert for the fabbath that they had 
builtin the houfe,and theking’s entry without,turned 
he from the houfe of the Lorn forthe kingof .\ Myria. 

19 ¥ Now the reft of the a&ts of Ahaz which he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chroni- 
cles of the kings of Judah ? . 

20 And Ahaz flept with his fathers, and was bu- 
ried with his fathers inthe city of David : and Heze- 
kiah his fon reigned in his ftead. 


CillAP. XVII. 


1 Hofhea’s wiched reign. 3 Becoming tributary to Shai- 
manefer,andafterwardconfpiring withthehing of Egypt 
againft him, he is fhut up in prifon. 5 Shelmuncifer 
after a three years’ fiege taketh Samaria, and carricth 
Lracl away captive for theirunchedaefs, as the prophets 
had predittcd. 24 The flrange nations, which were 

tranfplanted 





degrade the altar of the Lord, as well as the other facred veffels of 
the temple. 

18 The covert for the fabbath that they had buils in he houfe, and the 
Ring’s entry without, &ce.] No doubt the reafon why the king order- 
ed this to be taken away, was, becaufe he intended to trouble him- 
felf no more with coming to the temple, and by this action likewife 
to exprefs his hatred and contempt of the fabbath. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XVI. 
We fee inthe chara@ter of Ahaz, that the wicked, inftead of humb- 
ling themfelves when God corretis them, provoke him anew by 
their fins, till they bring down ruin on their guilty heads; andthe 
bafeand criminal behaviour of Urijah thould be a caution co us, 
never to fhew a complaifance for great men, in things offenfive to 


God. - 
4 EXPLANATORY 
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a a a a 


‘The ten tribes carried into captivity. CHAP. XVI. The mixed worship of the Samaritans. 


ee 
tranfplanted into the land of Tfrael, are plagued with 


Before 
CHRIST tions 3 they fend for one of the caplive priefls to leach 
730 them the worfhip of God, which they mix with their 


own tdolziry. 
N the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began 
Hofhea the fon of Elah to reign in Samaria over 
Ifrael nine years. 

2 And he did that which was evil in the fight of 
the Lorn, but not as the kings of Ifrael that were 
before him. 

3 4 Againf{ him came up Shalmanefer king of 
Aflyria; and Hofhea became his fervant, and gave 
him prefents. : 

4 And the king of Affyria found confpiracy in 
Hofhea: for he had fent meflengers to So king of 
Egypt, and brought no prefent to the king of Affyria, 
as he had done year by year: therefore the king of 
Affyria fhut him up, and bound him in prifon. 

5 G Then the king of Affyria came up throughout 
allthe land, and went up to Samaria, and befieged it 
three years. : 

6 Inthe ninth year of Hofhea the king of Affyria 
took Samaria, and carried Ifrael away into Affyria, 
and placed them in Halah and in Habor dy the river 
of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes. 

q For foit was, that the children of Ifracl had fin- 
ned againft the Lorn their God, which had brought 
them up out of the landof Egypt, from underthehand 
of i’haraoh king of Egypt, and had feared othcr gods, 

8 And walked in the ftatutes of the heathen, whom 
the Lonp caft out from before the children of Ifracl, 
and of the kings of Iiracl, which they had made. 

g Andthe children of Ifrael did fecretly thofe 
things that weve not right againft the Loxp their God, 
and they built them high places in all their cities, 
from the tower of the watchimen to the fenced city. 

10 And they fet them up images and groves in 
every high hill, and under every green tree = 

11 And there they burnt incenfe in all the high 
places, as did the heathen whom the Lorp carried 
away before them; and wrought wicked things to 
provoke the Loxb to anger: 

12 For they ferved idols, whereof the Lorp had 
faid unto them, Ye fhall not do this thing. 

13 Yetthe Lorn teftified againft Ifrael, and againft 
Judah, by all the prophets, and 4y all the feers, faying, 
Turn ye from your evil ways, andkeep my command- 
micnts and my flatutes, according to all thelaw which 
I commanded your fathers, and which I fent to you 
by my fervants the prophets. 

14 Notwithitanding they would not hear, but har- 
dened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, 
that did not believe in the Lorp their God. 

15 And they reje&ed his ftatutes, and his covenant 
that he made with their fathers, and his teftimonies 
which heteftified againft them ; and they followed va- 
nity, and became vain, andwent after theheathen that 
were round about them, concerning whom the Lorp 
had charged them, that they fhoultd not do like them. 

16 And they Ieft all the commandments of the 


Lox» their God, and made them molten images, cven1 


two calves, and made a grove, and worfhipped all 
the hoft of hcaven, and fcrved Baal. 
17 And they caufed their fons and their daughters 





EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 


4. The hing of Aff via font bin up, avd bound him in pri in.) The king 
firft befieged Samaria ;_ and, when he had taken it, made Hofhea a 
clofe prifoner, as here {et forth. - 

20 Gader every green tee.| This fhould be rendered, They fet 
up images underevery green tree, and groves onevery high hill. 

83 Vet the Lord seftihed againft If acl, and egainft Judah, by all the 
in phers, &e.] When Iftazl was carried away captive, in the days of 
this very king, they had the prophets Hofea, Amos, Ifaiah, and 
Micah; and in the days of the laft king, when Judah was carried 
away captive to Babylon, they had Jeremiah and Ezekiel. 

36 Worfhivped all the boft of leaven, and ferwed Baal. Vfrael now 

7 ua eae the werfkip of the ftars ofheayen, fuch as Saturn, Jupi- 
Q. 5c. 


to pafs through the fire, and ufed divination and en- Befare 
chantments, and fold themfelves to do evil in theC RUST 
fight of the Lorn, to provoke him to anger. ae 

418 Therefore the Lorp was very angry with Ifraed, 
and removed them out of his fight: there was none 
left but the tribe of Judah only. 

19 Alfo Judah kept not the commandments of the 
Lorn their God, but walked in the ftatutes of Ifrael 
which they made. 

20 And the Lorp rejeéted all the feed of Ifrael, 
and affliéted them, and delivered them into the hand 
of fpoilers, until he had caft them out of his fight. 

21 For he rent Mrael from the houfe of David; 
and they made Jeroboam the fon of Nebat king: 
and Jeroboain drave Ifrael from following the Lorp, 
and inade them fin a great fin. 

22 For the children of Irae] walked in all the fins 
of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from 
them ; 

23 Until the Lorn removed Ifracl out of his fight, 
as he had faid by all his fervants the prephets. So ~ 
was Ifrael carricd away out of their own land to 
Alfyria unto this day. — 

24% And the king of Affyria brought men from 
Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from 
Hamath, and from Sepharvim, and placed them in the 
citiesof Samaria inftcad of the children of Ifrael : and 
they poffeffed Samaria, and dwelt inthe cities thereof. 

25 And /o it was at the beginning of their dwelling 
there, that they feared not the Loxp: therefore the 
LoxD fentlions among them, which flew fome of them. 

26 Wherefore they !pake to the king of Affvria, 
faying, The nations which thou haft remnoved, and 
pleced in the cities of Samaria, know not :he manner 
of the God of the land: therefore he hath fent lions 
among them, and, bebold, thev flay them, because 
they know not the manner of the God of the land. 

27 Then the king of Affyria commanded, faying, 
Carry thither one of the pricfts whom 5e¢ brought 
from thence; and Iet them go and dweil ther-, and Ict 
him teach them the manner of the God ot the land. 

28 Then one of the priefls wisom they had carried 
away from Samaria came and dwelt in Beth-el, and 
taught them how they fhould fear the Lorp. 

29 Howbeit every nation mace gods of their own, 
and put ¢hem in the houfes of the high places which 
the Samaritans had made, every nation in their cities 
wherein they dwelt. 

go Andthe menof Babylon made Succoth-benoth, 
and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the men of 
Hamath made Afhima, 

31 And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and 
the Sepharvites burnt theirchildreuin fire to Adram~- 
melech and Anammielech, the gods of Scpharvaim, 

32 So they feared the Loxp, and made unto them. 
felvesof the loweft of them priclts of the high places, 
which facrificed for them in the houfes of the high 
places. 

33 They feared the Lorn, and ferved their own 
gods, after the manner of the nations whom they 
carried away from thence. 

34 Unto this day they do after the former manners: 
they fear not the Lord, neither do they after their 
ftatutes, or after their ordinances, or after the law 


and 


er 
rer, Venus, and the moon, but efpeciatly Baal, which was the fun. 

18 Removed them out of his fight, &c.}] The Lord removed them 
from the holy land, where his temple and worthip “cre. 

30 Sucerth-henath, &c | i.e. The tabernacte of daughters, or young 
maidens, referring to thofe infamons places where all the young wo- 
men were obliged once in their lives to proftitute themfelves in 
honour of the goddefs Milytta, who is celled Venus in other nations. 

31 Adrammelech and Anammelech, &c.] Moloch, Milcom, and 
Molech, ail fignify a king, and are put for the fun, which is called 
the king, as the moon is called the queen of heaven. | . 

33 Thy feand the Lord, and ferved their sates vids, 80.3 ec. Ther 
joined the worfhip of their own idols with that of Ged, in the fae. 
inanner as the Ifraelites before them had blended the worfhip of 


‘God with that of the golden calves, 
4 U GENERAL 
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2 ; 
Hezekiah’s good reign. Il. KINGS. Sennacherib invadeth Fudah 
egress Sees, 
cpsiore and commandment which the Lorp commanded the 11 And the king of Affyria did carry away Ifrae] Bietore 
"638, Children of Jacob, whom he named I{rael ; unto Affyria, and put them in Halah and in Habor dy CHRIsT 
the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes: *** 





35 With whom the Lorp had made a covenant, 
and charged them, faying, Ye fhall not fear other 
gods, nor bow yourfclves to them, nor ferve them, 


nor facrifice to them: 
36 But the Lorn, who brought you up out of the 














12 Becaufe they obeyed not the voice of the Lorp 
their God, but tranfgreffed his covenant, aad all that 
Mofes the fervant of the LorpD commanded, and 
would not hear shem, nor do them. 


land of Egypt with great power and a ftretched out 13 Now inthe fourteenth year of king Hezekiah 73. 
arm, him fhall ye fear, and him fhall ye worfhip, and || did Sennacherib king of Affyria come up againtt all 
te him fhall ye do facrifice. the fenced cities of Judah, and took them. 

37 And the ftatutes, and the ordinances, and the 14 And Hezekiah king of Judah fent to the king 
law, and the commandment, which he wrote for you, }] of Affyria to Lachifh, faying, I have offended; re- 
ye fhall obferve to do for evermore; and ye fhall}}turn from me: that which thou putreft on me will I 
not fear other gods. bear. And the king of Affyria appointed unto He- 

38 And the covenant that I have made with you || zekiah king of Judah, three hundred talents of filver, 
ye fhall not forget; neither fhall ye fear other gods. || and thirty talents of gold. 

39 But the Lorp your God ye fhall fear; and he 15 And Hezekiah gave him all the filver that was 
fhall deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies. || found in the houfe of the Loxp, and in the treafures 

40 Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did]] of the king’s houfe. 
after their former manner. 16 At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from 

41 So thefe nations feared the Lorn, and ferved || the doors of the temple of the Lorn, and fromthe 
their graven images, both their children, and their ff] pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, 
children’s children: as did their fathers, fo do they |] and gave it to the king of Affyria. 
unto this day. 17 @ And the king of Affyria fent Tartan and Rab- ,,, 


C H A PP. XVIII. 

1 Hezekiah’s good reign. 4 He abolifheth idolatry, and 
profpercth. g In his time Samaria is taken, and Lfrael 
carried away captive for their fins. 13 Sennacherib 
invadeth Fudah, and receiveth the appointed tribute 
from Hezchiah. 17 He fendeth Rab-fhuakeh, who in- 
fulteth Hezekiah, 28 and in a blafphemous /pecch folr- 
citeth the people to revolt. 













farisand Rab-fhakch from Lachifh to king Hezekiah 
with a great hoft againft Jerufalem. And they went 
up and came to Jerufalem. And when they were come 
up they came and ftood by the conduit of the upper 
pool, which zs in the highway of the fuller’s field. 

18 And when they had called to the king, there 
came outtothem Kliakim the fon of Hilkiah, which 
was over the houfhold, and Shebna the fcribe, and 
Joah the fon of Afaph recorder. 


726. OW itcame to pafs in the third year of Hofhea ; 
N fon of Elah ling of Ifrael, that Hezekiah the|| 19 And Rab-fhakeh faid unto them, Speak ye now 
fon of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign. to Hezekiah, Thus faith the great king, the king of 

2 Twenty and five years old was he when he began Affyria, What confidence zs this wherein thoutrufteft? 
to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in 20 Thou fayeft, (but they are but vainwords,) J have 
Jerufalem. His mother’s name alfo was Abi, the counfel and ftrength for the war. Now on whom doft 
daughter of Zachariah. thou truft, that thou rebelleft againft me ? . 

g And he did thaé which was right in the fight of 21 Now, behold, thou trufteft upon the ftaff of this 
the Lorp, according to all that David his father did. bruifed reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man 

4 He removed the high places, and brake the ]] lear, it will go into his hand and pierce it; fo 7s Pha- 
images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces raoh king of Egypt unto all that truft on him, 
the brazen ferpent that Mofes had made: for unto 22 But if ye fay unto me, We truft in the Lorp 
thofe days the children of Ifrael did burn incenfe to our God: zs not that he, whofe high places and 
it: and he called it Nehufhtan. whofe altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath faid 

5 He trufted in the Lorn God of Ifrael; fothatj]} Judah and Jerufalem, Ye fhall worfhip before this 
after him was none like him among all the kings of | altar in Jerufalerp ? ; 

Judah, nor any that were before him. 23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my 

6 For he clave to the Lorn, and departed not lord the king of Affyria, and I will deliver thee two 
from following him, but kept his commandments, thoufand horfes, if thou be able on thy part to fet 
which the Loxp commanded Mofes. riders upon them. 

725. 7 Andthe Lorp was with him; and he profpered 24 How then wilt thou turn away. the face of one 
whitherfoever he went forth: and he rebelled againft ]} C@ptain of the leaft of my mafter’s fervants, and put 
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the king of Affyria, and ferved him not. 

8 He fmote the Philiftines even unto Gaza, and 
the borders thereof, fromthe tower of the watchmen 
to the fenced city. 

9g ¢ And it came to pafs in the fourth year of king 
Hezekiah, which was the feventh year of Hofhea fon 
of Elah king of Ifrael, shat Shalmancfer king of Affy- 
ria came up againft Samaria, and befieged it. 

10 And at the end of three years they took it: 
even in the fixth year of Hezckiah, that zs the ninth 
year of Hofhea king of Ifrael, Samaria was taken. 


neg ee eR 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS ow CHAP. XVI. 


We find from the examples in this chapter, that obftinacy in fin and 
contempt of God's word will not go unpunifhed ; and that the 
covenant God makes in hehalf of his people does not hinder him 
from chaftifing them, if they continuc to offend him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XVIIL 


4 The children of Ijrael did burn incenfe to it.| The king thoughr 
fit rather to take it away, when he abolifhed other idolatrics, though 
the memory of the miracle fhould be loft together with it, than fuf 
fer it to remain, and leave the Ifraclites in danger of committing 


thy truft on Egypt for chariots and for horfemen ? 

256 Am I nowcome up without the Lorn againft 
this place to deftroy it ? The Lorp faid to me, Go 
up againft this land and deftroy it. 

26 Then faid Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, and 
Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-fhakch, Speak, 1 pray 
thee, to thy fervants in the Syrian language; for we 
underftand zé: and talk not with us in the Jews’ lan- 
guage in the ears of the people that are on the wail. 

27 But Rab-fhakeh faid unto them, Hath my matter 


fent metothy matter and to thee, to fpeak thefe words? 
hath 





a ene 
idolatry with it hereafter, and making it the object of their advu- 
ration. 

Nehufbtan.} This fignifies, ‘© athing of brafs ;"" asiffhe had faid. 
It is furprifing howGmy perfon could be fo ftupid to worfhip this 
image of a ferpent, or flatter himfelf that it had any power to faye, 
when it is only common brafs. 

13 Senuacherib] Who was the fon of Shaimanefer, and fucceeded 
him in the kingdom. 

Took them.] i.e. A great many of them. 

17 Tartan and Rabfaris and Ras/hateh, &c.) Tartan fignifies the 
prefident of the council, Rabfaris the chief cunuch, and Rab-fhakeht 
the principal cupbearer- “They were not the proper namcs of men, 
but the titles of their employments. . 

5 GENERAL 





A eee rnesnenntoernegnnpnnennnterenneen 


Hezekiah fendeth to Iaiah. 


Before bath be not fent me tothe men which fit on the wall, 
cHRIST har they may eat their own dung, and drink their 
F100 


7°" own pifs with you ? 

28 @ Then Rab-thakeh ftood and cricd witha loud 
voice in the Jews’ language, and fpake, faying, Hear 
the word of the great king, the king of Affyria: _ 

29 Thus faith the king, Let not Hezekiah deccive 
you : for he fhall not be able to deliver you our of his 
hand: 


go Neither let Hezekiah make you truft in the 


Lorp, faying, The Lorp will furely deliver us, and 
this city fhall not be delivered into the hand of the 
king of Affyria. i 

31 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus faith the 
king of Affyria, Make an agrecment with me by a pre- 
dent, and come out to me, and ben eat ye every man 
of his own vine, and every one of his fig-tree, and 
drink ye every one the waters of his ciftern : : 
Until 1 come, and take you away to a land like 


a> 


32 


your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of 


bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, 
that ye may live, and notdie: and hearken not unto 
. Hezckiah, when he perfuadeth you, faying, Phe Lorp 

will deliver us. ; 

33 Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at 
all his land out of the hand of the king of Affyria? 

34 Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? 
where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah ? 
have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand ? 

35 Who ave they among all the gods of the coun- 
trics, that have delivered their country out of mine 


hand, that the Lorn fhould deliver Jerufalem out of 


mine hand? 

36 But the people held their peace, and anfwered 
him not aword: for the king’s commandment was, 
faying, Aniwer him not. a ; 

37 Then came Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah, which 
was over the houfhold, and Shebna the feribe, and 
Joah the fon of Afaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with 
their clothes rent,andtold him the words of Rab-fhakch. 


C H A P. XIX. 
a Hezekiah in decp affliffion fendcth to defire Tfaiah’s 


prayers. 6 Tfaiab returneth an anfwer of comfort. 8 


Sewnacherth, being called away to oppofe the king of 


Ethiopia, fend:th a blafphemous lettcr to Hexekiab. 14 
Hlexekiah’s prayer upon the receipt of it. 20 Ifaiab’s 
prophecy concerning the pride and overthrow of Senna- 
cherib, and the profperity of Liow. 35 An angel de~ 
Stroyeth the Affyriai army : Sennacherib is flain at Ni-~ 
xeveb by pis own fous. 


ND it came to pafs, when king Hezekiah heard 


z/, that he renct his clorhes, and covered himfelf 


with fackcloth, and went into the houle of the Lorn. 

2 And he fent Eliakim, which was over the houf- 
hold, and Shebna the fcribe, and the elders of the 
priefts, covered with fackcloth, to Haiah the prophet 
the fon of Amoz. ‘ 

3 And they faid unto him, Thus faith Hezekiah, 
This day zs a day of troubie, and of rebuke, and blaf 
phemy: forthe children are come to the birth, and 
there is not ftrength to bring forth. 

4 It may be the Lonp thy God will hear all the 
words of Rab-fhakeh, whom the king of Affyria hig 
miafter hath fent to reproach the living God; and will 
repreve the words which the Lorpthy God hath heard: 
wherefore lift up¢4y prayer for the remnantthatare left. 


SSN A Ce AT A LIE 3 RR a ARI 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS ox CHAP. XVIII. 


We fec by the deftruion of Sennachcrib for his proud and infolent 
behaviour, and blafphemies againft God, that the Lord is jealous 
of his glory; and we fhould be courageous in maintaining his 
honour, when itis profanely attacked by the wicked. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 
3 The children are come to the birth, &c.] This was a proverbial ex- 
preffion, fora critical time of extremity in any cafe. 


CHAP. XIX. 










§ So the fervants of king Hezekiah came to Laiah. 

6G And Ifaiah faid unto them, Thus fhall yeday to 
your matter, Thus fairh the Lorn, Be not afraid of the 
words which thou haft heard, with which the fervants 
of the king of Affyria have blafphemed me. 

7 Behold, I will fend a blatt upon him, and he fhall 
heara rumour, and fhall return to his own land: and 
I will caufe him to fall by the fword in his own land. 

8 G So Rab-fhakeh returned, and found the king 
of Affyria warring againft Libnah: for he had heard 
that he was departed from Laclifh. 

g And when he heard fay of Tirhakah king of Ethi- 
opia, Behold, he is come out to fishc again{t chee: He 
fent meffengers again unto Hezekiah, faying, 

10 Thus fhall ye fpeak to Hezekiah king of Judah, 
faying, Let not thy God in whom rhou truftett de- 
ceive thee, faying, Jerufalem fhall not be delivered 
into the hand of the king of Affyria. 

11 Behold, thou haft heard what the kings of Affy- 
ria have done to all lands, by deftroying them utter. 
ly : and fhale thou be delivered ? 

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them 
which my fathers have deftroyed; as Gozan, and Ha- 
ran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were 
in Thelafar? 

13 Where zs the king of Hamath, and the king of 
Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of 
Hena, and Ivah ? 

14 And Hezckiah received the letter of the hand 
of the meffengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up 
into the houfe of the Lorp, and fpread it before the 
Lorp. 

15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lorn, and 
faid, O Lorp God of Ifrael, which dwelleft be/zvecn 
the cherubims, thou art the God, eve thou alone, of 
all the kingdoms of the earth; thou haft made hea- 
ven and earth. 

16 Lorp, bow down: thine car and hear: open, 
Lorp, thine eyes, and fee : and hear the words of Sen-. 
ee which hath fent him to reproach the living 

‘od. 

17 Ofa truth, Lorp, the kings of Affyria have de- 
ftroyed the nations and their lands, 

18 And have caft their gods into the fire: for they 
were no gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood 
and ftone : therefore they have deftroyed them. 

1g Now therefore, O Lorp our Gad, I beftech thee, 
fave thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of 
the earth may know that thou art the Lorp God, cvex 
thou only. 

20 G Then Ifaiah the fon of Amoz fent to Heze- 
kiah, faying, Thus faith the Lorp God of Ifrael, That 
which thou haft prayed to me againft Sennacherib 
king of Ailyria I have heard. 

21 This és the word that the Lorp hath fpoken 
concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion 
hath defpifed thee, aud laughed thee to fcorn; the 
daughter of Jerufalem hath fhaken her head at thee. 

22 Whom haft thou reproached and blafphemed ? 
and againft whom haft thou exalted shy voice, and 
lifted up thine eyes on high? even again{t the Holy 
Oue of Ifrael. 

23 By thy meffengers thou haft reproached the 
Loxp,and halt faid, With the multitude of my cha- 
riots lam come up to the height of the mountains, to 
the fides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar 


trees thereof, azd the choice fir-trees thereof: and I 
will 


7 A blaff, &c.] i.c. A peftilence, which in one night deftroyed a 
great part of his numerous army. 

8 Rab_fLakch returned, &c.| In order to give his mafter an account 
of what he had done, and left Rabfaris to carry on the fiege. 

9 Ethiopia, &c.] We should obferve that there were two countries 
called Cuth (which sve tranflate Ethiopia), one in Africa beyond 
Egypt, the other in Arabia, which latter is the Ethiopia here meant. 

23 With the multitude of my charicts I am come up, &c.] Here the 
prophet has given an admirable defcription of the ridiculous vanity 
and oftentation of a king, puffed up with pride and fuccefs, 


25 Taf 


Sennacherib’s blafphemous letter. 
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Ifarah propheficth Sennacherib’s overthrow. II. KINGS. 
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Hezekiah’s ficknefs and prayer, 


ET Te a, 


will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and znfoyfand faid unto him, Thus faith the Lerp, Set thine Peto 
the foreft of his Carmel. houfe in order; for thou fhale die and not live. Sue 
Th. 


















2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed 
unto the Lorn, faying, 

3 I befeech thce, O Lorp, remember now how | 
have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect 
heart, and have done that webich 7s good in thy fir. 
And Hezekiah wept fore. 

4 And it came to pafs, afore Ifaiah was gone our 
into the middle court, that the word of the Loxp 
came to him, faying, : 

5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my 
peeple, Thus faith the Lorn, the God of David thy 
father, I have heard thy prayer, [ have feen thy tears: 
behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou fhale 
go up unto the houfe of the Lorn. 

6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years ; and 
I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the 
king of Affyria; and I will defend this city for mine 
own fake, and for my fervant David’s fake. 

7 And Haiah faid, Take a lump of figs. And they 
took and laid / on the boil, and he recovered. 

8 q And Hezekiah faid unto Ilaiah, Whar all be 
the fign that the Lorp will heal mic, and that I fhall 
go up into the houfe of the Loxn the third day ? 

g And Maiah faid, This fizn fhale th ou have of the 
Lorp, that the Lorp will do the thing that he hath 
fpoken: fhall the fhadow go forward ten degrees, or 
go back ten degrees ? 

10 And Hezekiah anfwercd, It isa light thing for 
the fhadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but ler the 
fhadow return backward ten degrees. 

1z And Ifaiah the prophet cried unto the Lorp: 
and he brought the fhadow ten degrees backward, by 
which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz. 

12 @ At.that time Berodach-baladan, the fon of 
Baladan, king of Babylon, fent letters and a prefenc 
unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had 
been fick. 

13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and fhewed 
them all the houfe of his precious things, the filver, and 
the gold, and the fpices, and the precious ointment, 
and a@// the houfe of his armour, and all that was found 
in his treafures : there was nothing in his houfe, nor in 
all his dominion, that Hezekiah thewed them not. 

14 GF Then came Ifaiah the prophet unto king He- 
zekiah, and faid unto him, Whar faid thefe men? and 
from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah 
faid, They are come froma far country, cvcz from 
Babylon. 

1g And he faid, What have they feen in thine 
houfe? And Hezekiah anfwered, All fe things that 
are in mine houfe have they feen: there is nothing 
among my treafures that I have not fhewed them, 

16 And Ifaiah faid unto Hezekiah, Hear the word 
of the Lorp. 

17 Behold, the days come, that all thar 7s in thine 
houfe, and thar which thy fathers have laid up in itore 
unto this day, fhall be carried into Babylon: nothing 
thall be left, faith the Lorp. 

18 And ofchy fons thar thall iffue from thee, which 
thou fhale beget, fhall they takeaway; and they fhall 
beeunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 
1g Then 


24 1 have digged and drunk ftrange waters, and 
with the fole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers 
of befieged places. 

25 Haft thou not heard long ago how i have done 
it, avd of ancient times that I have formed it? now 
have I brought it to pals, that thou fhouldeft be to 
lay wafte fenced cities zu/o ruinous heaps. 

26 Therefore their inhabitants were of fmall power, 
they were difmayed and confounded; they were as the 
grafts of the field, and as the green herb, as the grafs 
on the houfe tops, and as corn blafted before ir be 
grown up. ; 

27 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and 
thy coming in, and thy rage againft me. 

28 Becaufe thy rage againft me and thy tumult is 
come up into mine ears, thercfore I will put my hook 
in thy nofe,and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn 
thee back by the way by which thou cameft. 

29 And this 4a dc a fign unto thec, Ye fhall cat 
this year fuch things as grow of themfelves, and in 
the fecond year that which fpringeth of the fame; 
and in the third ycar fow ye, and reap, and plant 
vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof. 

go And the remnant that is efcaped of the houfe 
of Judah fhall yet again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward. 

gt For out of Jerufalcem fhall go forth a remnant, 
and they that efcape out of mount Zion: the zeal of 
the Lorn of hoffs {hall do this. 

32 Therefore thus faith the Lorp concerning the 
king of Affyria, He fhall not come into this city, nor 
fhoot an arrow there, nor come before it with fhield, 
nor caft a bank againft it. 

33 By the way that he came, by the fame fhall he 
return,and fhall not come into this city,faith the Lorpb. 

34 For 1 will defend this city, to fave it, for mine 
own fake, and for my fervant David’s fake. 

35 Q And it came to pafs that night, that the angel 
of the Lorp went out, and fmote in the camp of the 
Affyrians an hundred fourfcore and five thoufand: 
and when they arofe early in the morning, behold, 
they were all dead corpfes. 

36 So Sennacherib king of Affyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwele at Nineveh. 

37 And it came to pafs, as he was worfhipping in 
the houfe of Nifroch his god, that Adrammelech and 
Sharezcr his fons {mote him with the fword : and they 
efcaped into the land of Armenia. And Efarhaddon 
his fon reigned in his flead. 


CH AP. XX. 

1 Hexehiab, warned by Taiah to prepare for death, upon 
his prayer is promifed an addition of fifteen years to bis 
life: 8 in confirmation whereof the foadow gocth ten de~ 
grees backward on the fundial of Abaz. 12 Berodach- 
baladan fendeth to congratulate Hexekiab on bis recovery, 
who oftculationfly Jocweth the ambaffadars bis freafures, 
14 dfaiah bearing this foretellelh the Babylonifh capti- 
why. 20 Hesckiab dicth: Manaffch fucceedeth him, 


N thole days was Hezckiah fick unto death. And 
the prophet Ifaiah the fon of Amoz came ro him, 


a AP 
that proud and wicked princes ar2 commonly punithed by a fatal 
termination, 


EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XX. 

1 Lheufhalt dir, and wit hve.| Wis difeafe was in it’s own nature 
mortal, and could not be cured by any human remedy. 

7 Take a lunp of figs, &c.]_ At this time a roatted fig, with fome 
white fugar powdered, is ufed as a fuppurative to a plague-boil ac 
Conttantinople. 

ut He brought the foadow ter d-avees hackward, &c.] In the prophecy 
of Ifaiah we are told exprefsly, that © the fun returned ten degrees ;” 
but the expreffion of the fun's returning, was only an accom:nodation 
to the fytiem of altronomy received inthofe days: fee Fifiwa x, 1. 

16 Hear the evara of the Lard.| “Uhe offence of Hezekiah feerns to 
lic not fo much in the eftesriion of his treafures, as in not giving 
due glory ro God for fo fignaia miracic as his recovery. 

F 19 Gosd 


ease eaeerrctneserteE Stade 

25 Hoff thor st heard lang ago, &c.] God fpeaks this in anfwer to 
thofe arrogant and empty boatts. ; 

28 Lavill put my hook in thy nofey &c.] An allufion to the drome- 
daries of the caft, that were governed by a bridle faftencd tu a ring 
fixcd in the noftrils of the beaft. 

30 Shall yet again take rost downward, and bear fruit upward.| This 
is a metaphor taken from corn; fignifying, that they fhould have 
firm poffeffion of their own country, and therein increafe, multiply, 
und flourith exceedingly : but this hasalfo a reference to the fpread- 
ing of the gofpel in the hearts of believers, by di ine grace. ! 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XIX. 
We may learn from this chapter, that the truft which the faithful pur 
in God is never in vain: that his power is infinite; that he is 
jealous of his glory; that thofe who provoke him by their impicty 
and pride, fhall at laft tafte of his vengeance ; and particularly, 
4 : 


“1. 


Manaffeh’s wicked reign. 


_Before. Ig Then faid Fiezekish unto Haiah, Good zs the] 
CHRIST word of the Lorp which thou haft fpoken. And he 
712 tid, Ie #t not good, if peace and truth be in my days ? 
20 @ And the reft of the acts of Hezekiah, and all 
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“his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, 
and brought water into the city, eve they not written 
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah ?| 

698- a1 And Hezekiah flept with his fathers : and Ma- 


naffeh his fon reigned in his ftead. 
CHAP. XXL 
‘y Manaffeh’s wicked reign and great idolatry. 10 Pro- 
phecies uttered againf?, Fudab becaufe of bis wickcdne/s. 

17 He dieth: Amon fucceedeth him. 19 Amon's wicked 

reign, 23 He is fain by a confpiracy of bis fervants ; 

the people flay the murderers, and make Fofiab king. 

25 Amon's aéls and burial. 

Mo. was twelve years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and reigned fifty and five years in 
Jerufalem. And his mother’s name was Hephzi-bah. 

2 And he did shat which was evil in the fight of the 
Lorp, after the abominations of the heathen, whom 
the Lorp caft out before the children of Hrael. 

3 For he buile up again the high places which He- 
zekiah his father had deftroyed; and he reared up altars 
for Baal,and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Ifrael ; 
and worfhipped all the hoftofheaven,and ferved them. 

4 And he built altars in the houfe of the Lorn, of 
whichthe Lorp faid, In Jerufalem will I put my name. 

5 And he built altars for all the holt of heaven in 
the two courts of the houfe of the Lorp. 

6 And he made his fon pafs through the fire, and 
obferved times, and ufedenchantments, and dealt with 
familiar fpirits and wizards: he wrought much wicked- 
nefs in the fight of the Lorp, to provoke him to anger. 

7 And he fet a graven image of the grove that he 
had made in the houfe, of which the Lorn faid to Da. 
vid, and to Solomon his fon, In this houfe, and in Je- 
rufalem, which I have chofen out of all tribes of I 
rael, will I put my name for ever: 

8 Neither will I make the feet of Ifrael move any 
more out of the land which I gave their fathers ; only 
if they will obferve to do according to all that I have 

* commanded them, and according to all the law that 
my fervant Mofes commanded them. 

g But they hearkened not: and Manaffeh feduced 
them todo more evil than did the nations whom the 
Lorp deftroyed before the children of Ifrael. 

ao {And the Lorp {pake by his fervants the pro- 
phets, faying, a8 

rz Becaufe Manaffch king of Judah hath done thefej} 
abominations, avd hath done wickedly above all that 
the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath 
made Judah alfoco fin with his idols : 

12 Therefore thus faith the Lorp God of Ifracl, Be- 
hold,f am bringing /ach evilupon Jerufalem and Judah, 
that whofoever heareth of it, both his ears fhall tingle. 

. 13 And I will ftretch over Jerufalem the line of 
Samaria, and the plummet of the houfe of Ahab: and 
J will wipe Jerufalem as a maz wipeth a dith, wiping 
z/, and turntng tf upfide down. 





19 Gosd is the word of the Lord, &c.) Inthe original the words are 
tu this effect: What thou haft told me from God, is good ; I willing- 
ly fabmit to it ; but thall peace and truth continue for my time ? God 
is juft in all his ways; but do thefe threats relate to me, or fo my pof- 
terity only ? Happy for ine, if he will fufpend the execution of his 
wrath. during the {mall portion of time I have to live. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XX. 
The ficknefs of Hezekiah fhould be confidered asa trial fentby God, 
to excite his faith and piety, even when he was alfo attacked by 
the king of Affyria: thus God tries his children by afflictions : 
but his vanity. afterwards evinces, that the moft pious are. apt .co 
forget themfelves in the dangerous time of profperity. We fhould 
- never be puffed up with the good things of this vain world, being 
+ of a fhort duration, but enjoy all to the glory of God. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XX. 


4 fe built altars in the hinfe of the Lord, &c.] Manafl-h ercQed al 
O. 30. : : 


CHAP. XXI. XXII. 


Fofiah’s good regn. 


14 And] will forfake the remnant cf mine inheri- Betore 


tance, and deliver chem inro the hand of their ene- 
mies ;‘and they fhall become a prey and a.fpoil to all 
their enemies ; o> 

15 Becaufe they have done shal which was evil in 
my fight, and have provoked me to anger, fince the 
day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto 
this day. ‘ 

16 Moreover Manaffch fhed innocent blood very 
much, till he had filled Jerufalem from one end to an- 
other; befide his fin wherewith he made Judah ro fin, 
in doing that whikh was evil in the fight of che Lorp. 

17 4 Now the reft of che acts of Manaffeh, and all 
that he did, and his fin that he finned, are they not 
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 

udah? ‘ 
J 18 And Manaffeh flept with his fathers, and was 
buried in the garden of his own houfe, in the garden 
of Uzzah: and Amon his fon reigned in his ftead. 

19 § Amon was twenty and two years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerufa~ 
lem. And his mother’s name was Mefhullemerh, the 


‘daughter of Haruz of Jotbah. 


20 And he did /dat which was evil in the fight of 
the Lorp, as his father Manaffeh did. 

21 And he walked in all the way that his father 
walked in, and ferved the idols that his father ferved, 
and worfhipped them : 

22 And he forfook the Lorp God of his fathers,and 
walked not in the way of the Lorp. 

23 | And the fervants of Amon confpired againft 
him, and flew the king in his own houfe. 

24 And the people of the Jand flew all them that 
had confpired againft king Amon; and the people cf 
the land made Jofiah his fon king in his ftead. 

25 ¥ Now the reft of the acts of Amon which he 
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles 
of the kings of Judah ? 

26 And he was buried in his fepulchre in the gar- 
den of Uzza: and Jofiah his fon reigned in his flead. 


CH A PRP. XXII. 

1 Fofial’s good reign. 3 He provideth for the repair of 
the temple. 8 Hilkiah haviie found a book of the law, 
it ts read before the king ; whois alarmed, and fendeth 
to the prophete/s Huldab to enquire ofthe LORD. 15 
Huldab prophefieth the deftruttion of Ferufalem, but not 
to take place till after Foftal’s death, 

OSIAH was eight years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in je~ 
rufalem. And his mother’s name was Jedidah, the 
daughter of Adaiah of Bofcath. 

2 And he did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lorp, and walked in all the way of David his fa 
ther,and turned notafide tothe righthandortothe left. 

3 § And it came to pafs in the eighteenth year of 
king Jofiah, ‘bet the king fent Shaphan the fon of 
Azaliah, the fon of Methullam, the {fcribé, to the 
houfe of the Lorn, faying, 

4 Go upto Hilkiah the high prieft, that he may 
fum the filver which is brought into the houfe of the 

Lorp, 


tars to the gods of the neighbouring nations, even in the very fan&u- 
ary itfelf, for the outward courts are mencioned in the next ver{e. 

131 will fretch over Ferufarem the line of Samaria] tis fignified 
by this metaphor, that ferufalem fhould fuffer the fame fate as Sa- 
maria had done; be vifited with famine, deftroyed with the fword, 
and its inhabitants carried into captivity. : 

Tar plummet of the houfe of Ahab} Foras they had imitated his fin, 
fo thould they fharein his punithment, whofe houfe was utterly 
deitroyed. : 

1 willawvipe Ferufalen asa man usiteth a dif, &c.] i.e. willleave 
no more people in it, than there are contents in a dith, after it is 
emptied, and wiped, and turned upfide down, 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. SX. 


The charaéter of Manaffch demonftrates, that the mof boly fervants 
of Ged may have the wortt of children; and alfo, that as righte- 
» oufnefs exalteth a nation, fo fin is a reproach to any people. 


4X 


EXPLANATORY 


CHRIST 


698. 


643. 


641. 


624 





: Huldah’s prophecy. 


Before 
CHRIST 
Gey. + 


‘this book that is found: for great 2s the wrath of the 


Loxp, which the keepers of the door have gathered 
of the people: 

§ And let them deliverit into the hand of the doers 
of the work, that have the overfight of the houfe of 
the Lonrp: and let them give it to the doers of the 
work which zs in the houle of the Loxp, to repair 
the breaches of the houfe, 

6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and mafons, and 
to buy timber and hewn ftone to repair the houfe. 

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with 
them of the money that was delivered into their hand, 
becaufe they dealt faithfully. 

8 @ And Hilkiah the high pricft faid unto Shaphan 
the {cribe, I have found the book of the law in the 
houfe of the Lorp. And Hilkiah gave the book to 
Shaphan, and he read it. 

g And Shaphan the {cribe came to the king, and 
brought the king word again, and faid, Thy fervants 
have gathered the money that was found in the 
houfe, and have delivered it into the hand of them 
that do the work, that have the overfight of the 
houfe of the Lorn. : 

10 And Shaphan the fcribe fhewed the king, fay~ 
ing, Hilkiah the prieft hath delivered mca book, 
And Shaphan read it before the king. 

1x And itcameto pafs, whenthe king had heard the 
words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes. 

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the prieft, 
and Ahikam the fon of Shaphan, and Achbor the fon 
of Michaiah, and Shaphan the {cribe, and Afahiah 
a fervant of the king’s, faying, 

13 Go ye, enquire of the Lorn for me, and for the 
people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of 


Lorp that is kindled againft us, becaufe our fathers 
have nothearkened unto the wordsof this book, todo 
according untoall that which is written concerningus. 

14. So Hilkiah the prieft, and Ahikam, and Achbor, 
and Shaphan, and Afahiah, went unto Huldah the 
prophetefs, the wife of Shallum the fon of Tikvah, 
the fon of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe ; (now fhe 
dwelt in Jerufalem in the college ;) and they com- 
muned with her. 

15 & And the faid unto them, Thus faith the Lorp 
God of Ifrael, Tell the man that fent you to me, 

16 Thus faith the Lorn, Behold, I will bring evil 
upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, 
even all the -words of the book which the king of 
Judah hath read : 

17 Becaufe they have forfaken me, and have burn- 
ed incenfe unto other gods, that they might provoke 
me to anger with all the works of their hands: there~ 
fore my wrath fhall be kindled againft this place, and 
fhall not be quenched. 

18 But to the king of Judah which fent you to 
enquire of the Lorp, thus fhall ye fay to him, Thus 
faith the Lorp God of Ifrael, 4s touching the words 
which thou haft heard ; 

19 Becaufe thine heart was tender, and thou haft 
humbled thyfelf before the Lorp, when thou heard- 
eft what I {pake againft this place, and againft the 
inhabitants thereof, that they fhould become a defo- 
lation anda curfe,and haft rent thy clothes, and wept 
before me; I have heard thee, faith the Lorp. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII 

8 J havepfound the bok of the law, &c.| Probably this was the 
book of the law written by Mofes himfelf, and by God’s commn d 
Jaid up in the moft holy place ; this original had in all likelihood, 
been hid from the impious fury of their idolatrous kings, in fome 
fecret place of the temple, where, upon their going out to repair it, 
it was now difcovered. 

ty Unto Huldah the prophetefz, &c.] ‘The prieft Hilkiah and the 
reft applied themfelves to Hutdah, who was a prophetefs of great 
note, probably becaufe at'that time the other two prophets were not 
near at hand. 


20 Lawill gather thee muta thy fathers, Sc.) A twofold blefling was | 


here; namely, that his foul fhould be gathered to the fouls of his 
pious anceftors, ‘aud that his earthly part fhould-likewife be joincd 
to theirs, and Jaid in the fepulchres of the kings of Judah. 


Il. KINGS. 


20 Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy Pete 
fathers, and thou thalt be gathered into thy grave jn CRRIST 




























peace; and thine eyes fhall not fee all the evil which 
I will bring upon this place. And they brought the 
king word again. 

C H A P. ANI. 


1 Fofiah caufeth the book to be read in @ folemn affints:. 
3 He reneweth the covenant between the LORD and 
the people. 4 He deflroyeth idolatry in Fudah. 15 He 
burneth men’s bones upon the altar at Beth-el accoraie 
to the prophecy, fparing the fepulchre of tre preples 
who had foretold thefe things. 19 He pulleth down che: 
idolatrous houfes in the cities of Samaria, and flaycth 
the priefts. 21 He caufeth a folemn paffove. zo be kept. 
24 He putteth away witches and all abomii.. ns, anit 
excelleth in piety all kings before and after him. ab 
God’s determined wrath againft Judah fe- \Manaffth's 
provocations. 28 Feftah’s atts: 29 he ts fidia ina 
battle with Pharaoh-nechsh; Fehocruz fucceedeth f/m. 
31 Fehoahaz after a wicked reign of three mens i 
depofed and imprifoned hv Piaraoh-nechoh, who 2 
Fehaiakim king, and carrieth Fehoahaz to B51". 
Fehoiakim taxeth the land for Pharaoh's triduze. 
His wicked reign. 


N D the king fent, and they gathered unto him 
all the elders of Judah and of Jerufalem. 

2 And the king went up into the houfe of the 
Lorp, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem with him, and the priefts, and the pro- 
phets, and all the people, both {mall and great: and 
he read in their ears all the words of the book of the 
covenant which was found in the houfe of the Lorn. 

3 @ And the king ftood by a pillar, and made a co- 
venant before the Lorp, to walk after the Lorn, and 
to keep hiscommandmentsand his teftimonies and his 
flatutes with all ¢hezr heart and all ¢heir foul, to per- 
form the words of this covenant that were written in 
this book. And all the people ftood to the covenant. 

4 4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high 
pricft, and the prieits of the fecond order, and the 
keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the temple 
of the Lorp all the veffels that were made for Baal, 
and for the grove, and for all the hoft of heaven: and 
he burned them without Jerufalem in the fields of 
Kidron, and carried the afhes of them unto Bethel. 

5 And he put down the idolatrous priefts, whom 
the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incenfe in 
the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the 
places round about Jerufalem; them alfo that bucned 
incenfe unto Baal, to the fun, and to the moon, and 
to the planets, and to all the hoft of heaven. 

6 Andhe brought out the grove from the houfe of 
the Lorn, without ferufalem, untothe brook Kidron, 
and burned it at the brook Kidron, and ftamped i¢ 
fmall to powder, and caft the powder thereof upon 
the graves of the children of the people. 

7 And he brake down the houfes of the fodomites, 
that were by the houfe of the Lorn, where the wo- 
men wove hangings for the grove. 

8 And he brought all the prielts out of the cities of 
Judah, and defiled the high places where the prieftshad 
burned incenfe, from Gebato Beer-fheba and brake 
down the high places of the gates that were in the en- 

tering 









GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXII. 


The pious zeal of Jofiah, in the work of reformation, fhews, that if 
we exert ourfelves in promoting the honour and glory of God, he 
will affift us in the ufe of means ; and the tendernefs of Jofiah’s 
heart, which caufed a delay of the threatened judgments .of Ged, 
proves that humility and repentance are always acceptable to him. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXII 

5 Uuto Baal, to the fun, Sc.J This fhould be, Unto Baal the fun. 

6 He briughs out the grove, &c.] 3. e. The image of the grove ¢ 
Afhtaroth, or Venus. 

7 He brake dows the houfes of the Sodaumites, &e.] Who were perfors 
confecrated to impurity ; their houfes were near the temple. 

8 dud brake dower the bigh places of the gates, &G.] At feems thefe 

"high 


Fofiah defiroyeth. idolatry. 





The altar at Beth-el broken down. CHAP. XXIII. Fofiah flain by Pharaoh-nechoh, 
Befre “tering in of the gateof Jofhuathe governor ofthe city,j] in all the days of the kings of Ifrael, nor of the Before 
CHRIST Which were on aman’s lefthand at the gate of the city. fj kings of Judah ; = es CHRIST 
6g Neverthelefs the priefts of the high places came 23 Butin the eighteenth yearof king Jofiah, wherein °** 
not up to the altar of the Lorp in Jerufalem, but they || this paffover was holden to the Lorp in Jerufalem. 
did eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren. 24 @ Moreover the workers with familiar {pirits, 

10 And he defiled Topheth, which zs inthe valley {] and the wizards, and the images, and thc idols, and *3- 
of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make || all the abominations that were {pied in the land of 
his fon or his daughter to pafs through the fire to Judah and in Jerufalem, did Jofiah put away, that 
Molech. he might perform the words of the law which were 

a1 And he took away the horfes that the kings of written in the book that Hilkiah the prieft found in 
Judah had given tothe fun, at the entering in of the |] the houfe of the Lorn. 

-houfe of the Lorn, by the chamber of Nathan-mc-_ 25 And like unto him was there no king before 
lech the chamberlain, which was in the faburbs, and }] him, that turned to the Lorn with all his heart, and 
burned the chariots of the fun with fire. with all his foul, and with all his might, according to 

r2 And the altars that were on the top of the up- J] all the law of Moles ; neither after him arofe there 

per. chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had any like him. 
made, and the altars which Manaffgh had made in the 26 7 Notwithftanding the Lorp turned not from 
two courts of the houfe of the Lorn, did the king }} the fiercenefs of his great wrath, wherewith his anger 
beat duwn, and break them down from thence, and}] was kindled againit Judah, becaufe of all the provo- 
caft the duft of them into the brook Kidron. : cations that Manaffeh had provoked him withal. 
. 13 And the high places that were before Jerufa- 27 Andthe Lorp faid, I will remove Judah alfo 
Jem, which were on the right hand of the mount of f{ out of my fight, as I have removed Ifrae]l, and will 
corruption, which Solomon the king of Ifrael shad caft off this city Jerufalem which I have chofen, and 
builded for Afhtoreth the abomination of the Zido-}} the houfe of which I faid, My name fhall be there. 
nians, and for Chemofh the abomination of the Mo- 28 @ Now the reft of the a@s of Jofiah, and all 
abites, and for Milcom the abomination of the chil-4} that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
dren of Ammon, did the king defile. chronicles of the kings of Judah ? ; 

14 -ind he brake in pieces the images, and cut 29 W In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt ,., 
down the groves, and filled their places with the |] went up againft the king of Affyria to the river Eu- 
bones of men. phrates: and king Jofiah went againft him; and he 

15 F Morcoverthe altar that was at Beth-el, and the |] flew him at Megiddo, when he had feen him. 
high pluce which Jeroboamthefon of Nebat,who made 30 And his fervants carried him in a chariotdead 
Ifrael to fin, had made, bo.h that altar and the-high || from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerufalem, and 
place he brake down, and burned the high place, and |} buried him in his own fepulchre. And the people of 
ttamped zt fmall.to powder, and burned the grove. the land took Jehoahaz the fon of Jofiah, and anoint 

16 And as Jofiah turned himfelf, he fpied the fe-]} ed him, and made him king in his father’s ftead. 
pulchres that were there inthe mount, and fent, and 31 ( Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old 
took the bones out of the fepulchres, and burnedéhem}{ when he began to reign; and he reigned three 
upon the altar, and polluted it, according to,the]{ months in Jerufalem., And his mother’s name was 
word of the Lorp which the man of God pro- Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 
claimed, who proclaimed thefe words. 32 And he did that which was evil in the fight of 

17 When he faid, What title zs that that I fee? ]] the Lorn, according to all that his fathers had done. 
And the men of the city told him, J¢ is the fepulchre 33 And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at 
of the man of God, which came from Judah, and]j Riblah in the land‘ of Hamath, that he might not 
proclaimed thefe things that thou haft done againft |} reign in Jerufalem; and put the land toa tribute of 
the altar of Beth-el. : ; an hundred talents of filver, and a talent of gold. 

18 And he faid, Let him alone; let no man move 34 And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the fon 
his bones. So they let his bones alone, with thef} of Jofiah king in the room of Jofiah his father, and 
bones of the prophet that came out of Samaria. turned his name to Jchoiakim, and took Jehoahaz 

19. Q And all the houfes alfo of the high places} away: and he came to Egypt, and died there. 
that were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings 35° I And Jehoiakim gave the filver and the gold 
of Ifracl had made to provoke the LORD to anger,}| to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give the mo. 
Jofiah took away, and did to them according to all} ney according to the commandment of Pharaoh: he 
the a&s that he had done in Beth-el. exaéted the filver and the gold of the people of the 

20 And he flew all the priefts of the high places land, of every one according to his taxation, to give 
that were there upon the altars, and burned men’s ]] zé unto Pharaoh-nechoh, 
bones upon them, and returned to Jerufalem. 36 ¥ Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old 

21 G And the king commanded all the people, {| when he began to reign: and he reigned eleven 
faying, Keep the paffover unto the Lorp your God, |} years in Jerufalem. And his mother’s Name was 
as zt is written in the book of this covenant. Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 

22 Surely there was not holden fuch a paffover 37 And he did that which was evil in the fight of 


from the days of the judges that judged Ifrael, nor |] the Lorp, according to all that his fathers had done. 
CHAP. 


great wrath, &c.| For the hearts of the people were not right to“ 
wards God, as appears from the writings of ihe prophets that lived 
in thofe times, and therefore, feeing no fign of their repentance, 
God had no reafon to reverfe his decree. : 

29 And king Jofiah went againft him; and he flew birt, &c.] This 
is more clearly expreffed in the old tranflations of the Bible: e. gr. 
And king Jofiah went againit him, whom when Pharaoh faw, he flew 
him at Megiddo; which wasa city in the half tribe of Manaffeh, not 
fac from the Mediterranean fea. 

34 He came to Eg ypt, and died there.]_ The prophecy of Jeremiah 
was thus literally fulfilled, chap. xxii. ro—12. : : 
GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIII. 
We may lcarnfrom the condutt of Jofiah, refpecting the divine 
‘worfhip, that pious people, and particularly Chriftian princes, 
* fhould inform themfelves of the laws of God, and employ all.their 

power to promote his glory} both by their cwn example, and all 


other means, : 
EXPLANATORY 











































BD eg Rte ne es 
high places were erected there, to offer incenfe to thofe tutelar gods, 
to whom their idolatrous kings had committed the protection of 
their city. 

11 The horfes that the kings of Fudab bad given to the Suny &e.} ive. 
Had confecrated to the fun: ‘all the idolators of the eaft worfhipped 
the fun, and confecrated horfes to it, becaufe, like that, they were 
nimble, and fwift in their courfe. 

13 The mount cf corruption, &¢.] i.e. Mount Olivet: called «the 
mount of corruption” by way of contempt, becaufe the people were 
corrupted in their religion by the idols placed there. 

22 Surely there was not holden fuch a paffover, &c.] Though this paff- 
over was celebrated by two tribesonly, yet being kept accerding to 
the preferibed form of the law, it was more numerous and magnificent 
than all thofe that were obferved in the days of David and Solomon, 
inthe most happy and flourifhing ftate of the Jewith monarchy, and 
when the whole twelve tribes met together to folemnize that featt. 

26 Notwithfianding the Lord turned not Srom the fiercenefs of his 

4 


Ferufalen befieged and taken 


ene CHA PP. XXIV. 
697- ¢ Fehoiukim firfl fubmitteth to, and afterward rebellein 
againft Nebuchadnezzar : God hajlencth the ruin of 


606. 


Go3. . 


600. 


for he filled Jerufalem with innocent blood ; which 


599- 


; gold which Solomon king of Hrael had made in the 


Judah, as for told by the prophets. 5 Fehovakim dieth : 
Fehoiachin fucceedeth him. 7 The hing of Egypt is 
vanguifhed ty the king of Babylon. 1 Fehotachin’s 
wicked reign. 10 Ferufelem 7s befieged and taken ;- 
Jehoiachin with his family and the chief perfops of 
“Judah are carvicd caplive'to Babylon. 17 Zedekiah 
is made king, and reigneth wickedly : hg rebelleth to 
the utter deftruciion of Fuduh. 


5 his ae Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 


up, and Jehoiakim became his fervant three years:}. 


then he turned and rebelled againft him. 
2 And the Lorn fent againft him bands of the 


Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the]! 


Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and, 
fent them againft Judah to deftroy it, according to 


the word of the Lorp, which he fpake by his fer- 4 


vants the prophets. 

3 Surely at the commandment of the Lorn came 
this upon Judah, to remove shem out of his fight, for 
the fins of Manaffeh, according to all that he did; 

4 And alfo for the innocent blood that he fhed: 


the Lorp would not pardon. 

5 & Now the rcft of the a€ts of Jehoiakim, and all 
that he did, are they not written in the book of the 
chronicles of the kings of Judah ? 

6 Sq Jehoizkim flept with his fathers: and Jehoia~ 
chin his fon reigned in his ftead. 

7 G And the king of Egypt came not again any 
more out of his land: for the: king of Babylon had 
taken.from the river of Egypt unto the river Eu- 
phrates all that pertained to the.king of Egypt. 

8 4“ Jehoiachin was cightcen yeats old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem three 
months. And his matlier’s name was Nehufhta, the 
daughter of Elnathan of Jerufalem. 

g And he did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Loxp, according to all that his father.-had done. 

10 @ Atthattime the fervants‘of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon came up againft Jerufalem, and the 
city was befieged. 

xz And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came 
againft the city, and his fervants did befiege it. 

12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went.out to 
the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his fer- 
vants, and his princes, and his officers:.and the king 
of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign. 

13 Andhe-carried out thence all the treafures of 
the houfe of the Lorp, and the treafures of the 
king’s houfe, and cut in pieces all the veffels of 


cemnle of the Lerp, as the Lokp had faid. 

14 And he carried away all Jerulfalem, and all the 
princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten 
thoufand captives, and all the craftfmen and {miths: 
none remained, fave the pooreit fort of the people of 
the land. 

1s And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, 
and the king’s mother, and the king’s wives, and his. 
officers, and the mighty of the land, thofé carried he 
into captivity from neem to Babylon. 





EXPLANATORY NOTES ox CHAP. XXIV. 


-8 Feboiachiu was eighteen years.old when be began to reign, &c. | 
We read ¢ eight years,’" in 2 Chrov. xxxv. g. 0 reconcile which, 
we obferve, that the book of Chronicles computes from the time he 
began.t6 reign with his father, and the book of ae from the time 
when he began to reign alone. 

313. And cut in Pieces all the ocffels, &c } 


she: temple. 
“16. And all the mez of might, even feventinland, and craftfmen and 


ise. Cut them of from 


gteat.men, were feven thoufand, the craftimen and.fmiths a thou- 


firhe atheufand, &c,} Thusitis, Jehoiachin and all his court. = 


fand, the reft were the minifters and fervants of the court. 


Il. KINGS. Ferufalem 






















again befeged, and taken by fiorm, 


; JO - e : 
RS ICCA atCe ts, 


16 And all the men of might, even feven thoufand, Before 


and craftfinen and finiths a thoufand, all that were 
{trong and apt for war, even them the. king. of Baby- 
lon brought captive to Babylon. 

17 § And the king of Babylon made Niaita nian 
his father’s brother king-in his fiead, and changed 
his name to Zedekiah. 

18 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when 
he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in 
Jerufalem. And his mother’s name was Hamutal, 
the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 

19 And he did-¢hat which was evil in the fight of 
the Loko, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 

20 For through the anger of the Lonrp it came to 
pals in Jerufalem and Judah, until he had caft them 
out from his prefence, that Zedekiah rebelled againit 
the-king of Babylon. 


CH AP. XXV. 


1 Ferufalem is aguin befreged, 4 and taken by for mi Ze~ 
dekiah fleeth, zs taken, his fous flain, and his own eyes 
put out, 8 Nebuzar-adan having burned the temple 
and all the palaces of Ferufalem, and broken down the 
walls, carrieth the remnant of the people, except afew 
latourers, to Babylon. 13 He fpoileth and carriesh away 
the valuable things of the temple. 11 The nobles of Fa~ 
dah are flain at Riblah. 22 Gedaliah, who was fet 
over the people that were left, being. treucherou/ly mur- 
dered, the reft flee into Egypt. 27 Evil-merodach 
Sheweth hindnefsto Fehoiachin in his captivity. 
ie it came to pafs in the ninth year of his 
reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the 


month, ¢hat Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, 


he, andallhis hoft, avainft Jerulalem, and pitched 
againft it; and they. built forts. againit it round about. 


2 Andthe city was befieged ‘unto the eleventh 


year of king Zedekiah. 

3. Andon the ninth day of the fourth month the 
famine prevailed in the city, and ther2 was no bread 
for the people of the land. 

4 & And the city was broken up, and all the men 
of war fled by night by the way of the gate between 
two walls, which zs by the king’s garden: (now the 
Chaldees were againlt the city round about:) and 
the king went thet way toward the plain. 

5 And the army of the Chaldees purfued after ihe 
king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: 
and all his army were fcattered from him. 

6 So they took the king, and brought him up to 
the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave juds- 
ment upon him. 

7 And they flew the fons of Zedekiah before his 
eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound 
him with fetters of brafs, and carried him to Babylon. 

8 q And inthe fifth month, onthe feventh day of 
the month, which ¢s the nineteenth year of king 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar- 
adan, captain of the guard, a fervant of the king of 
Babylon, unto Jerufalem : 

g And he burnt the houfe of the Toke and the 
king’s houfe, and all the houfes of Jerufalem, and 
every great man’s houfe burnt he with fire. 

ro And all the army of the Chaldees, that were 
with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls 


of Jerufalem round abour, 
’ rr Now 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on CHAP. XXIV. 


This hiftory fhould teach us to adore the juftice of God, and fear to 
offend him; and hence we fhould mark, that perjury, and the 
open and continued contempt of God's word, and the warnings 

. of his fervants, which, if perfitted ia, will bring down the preateit 
misfortunes, and at length total deftruétion, on the offenders. 


EXPLANATORY NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 


7 And put out the cyes of Z-dekish, and bound him with fetters oe bras, 
and carritd, him 40 Labylor.) Hereby two remarkable prophecics 


were reconciled and fulfilled ; viz. Fer, xxxiv. 3. and sxxy. 2. ? 
3 21 &s 


sy 


oer 


59% 
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4004, &c. 


éemvle of Ferufalem poled. 


11 Now the reit of the people shat were left in the 


city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of | 


Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Ne- 
buzar-adan the captain of the guard-carry away. 

t2 But the captain of the guard left of the poor of 
the land fo be vinedreffers and bufbandmen. 

13° And the pillars of braf$ that cere in the houfe 
of the Lorn, and the bafes, and the brafen fea that 
was in the houfe-of tlie Lorp, did the: Chaldees 
bieak in pieces, and carried the brafs of them to 
Babylon. : : 

14 Ad the pots, and the‘Shovels, and the fnuffers, 
and the fpoons, and all the veffels of brafs wherewit 
they miniftered, took they: away. 

15 And the firepans, and the bowls, and fuch things 
as were of gold, zz gold, and of filver, ix filver, the 
captain of the guard took away. : eS fs 

(6 The two pillars, one fea, and the-bafes which So- 
lomon had made for the houfe of the Lorn; the brafs 
of all thefe veffels was without weight. 

17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, 
and the chapiter upon it was brafs:-and ‘the height of 
the chapiter three cubits: and the wreathen work, and 
pomegranates‘upon the chapiter round ‘about, all of 
brafs: and like unto thefe had the fecond pillar with 


avreathen ‘work. : 

18 4 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the 
chief prieft, and, Zephaniah the fecond prieft, and the 
three keepers df the doori* ~ 

19 And out-of the city he took an officer that was 
fet over the men of war, ‘and five men of them that 
were-in the king’s: prefence,; which were found in the 
city, and the principal fcribe of the hoft, which muf- 
tered the people of the land, and threefcore men of the 
people of the land tat were found in the city: 

20 And Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took 


thefe and brought them to the king of -Babylon to - 


Riblah: ; 
’ ar And the king of Babylon fmote them, and flew 


21 $9 Fudeb was carried away out’ of their land.) ‘This happened 
four hundred and eighty-fix years after the beginning of the reign of Da- 
vid, ‘three hundred and eighty-eight years from the diviiion of the ten 
tribes from Judah and Benjamin, and-one hundred and thirty-four fince 
the d.ftryGtion of the;ten tribes, Be 

27 Did lift up the bead of Febviachin, &c,|] Raifed him from his de- 
iene condition. . Gararld | 

28 And fer his throne above the throne of the kings, &c/] He pre- 
ferred Jehoiachin above atl his other captive kings. either becaufe 
of the great fame of his royal.anceftors David and Solomon, or be- 








_ CHA PL. XXV:. . The nobles. of Fudah flain at. Riblah: 


[ them at Riblali iti the lind of Hamath. So Judah was 


carried away out of their land. . oe 

22 4 And as for the people that remained: in the 
land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
had-left, even over them he made Gedaliah che fon of 
Ahikam, the fon of Snaphan, ruler. 
' 23. And-when all tte captains of the armics, they 
and: their inen, heard that the- king of Babylon had 
made Gedaliah governor; there‘ caine to Gedaliah to 
Mizpah, even Ifhmael the fon ‘of Nethaniah, and Jo- 
hanan the fon of Careah, and Seraiah the fon of Tan 
humeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the fon of a 
Maachathite, they and their men. eas a 
' 24 And-Gedaliah fware to them, and. to their men, 
and faid unto them, Fear not co be the fervants of the 
Chaldees: dwell in the‘land, and ferve the king of Ba- 
bylon; and it fhaH be well with-you.. —* . 

25 But it came to pafsin the feventh month, that 
Ifhmael the fon of Néthaniah,. the fon of Elithama, of 
the feed royal, came, and ten men with him, and {mote 
Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldees 
that Were with himat Mizpah. sto 

26 And all the people, both fmall and great, and 
the captains of the armies, arefe, and'came to Egypt: 
for they were afraid of the Chaldves. - : 

27 Yf And itcame to pafs in the feven and thirtieth 
year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in 
the twelfth month, on the feven‘and twentieth day of 
the month, that Evil-merodach king of-Babylon in the 
year that -he began co réign did lift up the head-of je- 
hoiachin king of Judah out of prifon ; a : 

28 And he fpake kindly to-him, and: fet his throne 
above the throne of the kings’ that were with him in 
Babylon: sb. o ate . 

29 And changed his prifoh zarments: and he did 
eat bread continually before him all the days of his life. 

go And his allowance was 2 continual allowance 
given him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all 
the days of his life. oo , 


ara, 


friendthip, . 
Generar ReFLectTions on Chap. XXV,_ ye 
We may obferve of this chapter, both with -refpect to Jerufalem: and 
Babylon, that in the rife and fall of ftates,.the hand of divine Provi- 
dence is always vifible ; and with'repard to the captivity of the Jews, 
we may learn, that, after God has long borne with the provocations 
- ‘of his people, he wiil av length affert his.prerogative, and fhew that 
+ his juftice is as. greatashis-mercy. .. | - : 


caufe he had, when in,.prifon with Evil-merodach, conciliuted his 


=——: 








The Firft Book of the CHRONICLES. 


—_—_—. 





> 





THE ARGUMENT. 


Ezra is the reputed author of thefe books, which were written after:the Babyloui/> captivity, and in the reign of Cyrus, 


mention being made of that prince in the laft chapter of the fecond book. 


They are a fort of abridgment of all the 


Sacred hiftory from Adam to the return of the Fews from captivity, extradled from thofe books of the bible which are 


Jill extant, and from other annals whith are.now lof. 





CHAP. I. , 
1 Adam's line io Noah and his fons. 5 The fons of Fa- 
pheth. 8 The fons of Ham. 17 The fons of Shem. 
24 Shem’s line to Abraham and his fons. 29 Ifbmael’s 
fons. 32 The fons of Keturah. 34 The pofterity of 
Abraham by Efau.- 38 The fons of Setr. 43 The kings 
of Edom. 51 The dukes of Edom. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. 1. 

“1 Adam, Sheth, Enofp.| ~The hiftorian mentions only their names 
briefly ; but the meaning is, that Adam begat Sheth, and Sheth begat 
Enofh, &c. Adam had two fons before Sheth; but one of them was 
murdered and left no iflue, and the other was accurfed ;-{o that all who 

No. Bt 


— oe 7 : os 


DAM, -Sheth, Enoth, 
A 2 Kenan, Mahalalec¢l, Jeredt, Se 
3 Henoch, Methufelah, Lamech, 

4 Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

5 @ The fons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and. 
Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Mefhech, and 
Tiras. , : 

; 6 And’ 


rrr 
defcended from him perifned in the flood: therefore thefe only are re... 
- membered who defcended from Sheth. 

4. Shem, Ham, and Fapheth.] Japheth was the eldeft fon; but Shem, 
being the perfon in whofe pofterity the true religion was preferved, and 
from whom the promifed feed was to come, is firft named both here and 
in Genefis. : : 

‘4 ¥ 17 Us; 


Before 
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7. 58k, 


s62e 


Before 


CHRIST 
400,86. 
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’ The 


Before 
CHRIST 


4004,&C. 


popterity of Noah, Gc. 





6 And the fons of Gomer: Afhchenez, and Riphath, 
anid Togarmah. : 

7 And the fons of Javan; Elifhah, and Tarthith, 
Kittim, and Dodanim. ae 

8 { The fons of Ham; Cofh; and Mizraim, Put, 
and Canaan. i 

9 And the fons of Cufh; Seba; and Havilah, and 
Sabta, and Raamah, and Sabtecha. And the fons of 
Raamah; Sheba, and Dedan. 

10 And Cufh begat Nimrod; he began to be mighty 
upon the earth. 

rr And Mizraim begat Ludim, and Anamim, and 
Lehabim, and Naphtuhim, 

12 And Pathrufim, and Cafluhim, (of whom came 
the Philiftines,} and Caphthorim. 

13 And Canaan begat Zidon his firftborn, and Heth, 

14 The Jebufite alfo, and the Amorite, and the 
Girgafhite, 

15 And the Hivite, and the Arkite, and the Sinite, 

16 And the Arvadite, and the Zemarite, and the 
Hamathite. - : 

17 J The fons of Shem; Elam, and Asfhur, and 
Arphaxad, and Lud, and Aram, and Uz, and Hul, 
and Gether, and Mefhech. 
an 8 And Arphaxad begat Shelah, and Shelah begat 

er. 

19 ‘And unto Eber were born two fons: the name 
of the one was Peleg; becaufe in his days the earth was 
divided: and his brother’s name was Joktan. 

20 And Joktan begat Almodad, and Sheleph, and 
Hazarmaveth, and Jerah, 

21 Hadoram alfo, and Uzal, and Diklah, 

22 And Ebal, and Abimael, and Sheba, 

23 And Ophir, and Havilah, and Jobab. All thefe 
were the fons of Joktan. 

24 Y Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah, 

25 Eber, Peleg, Reu, . 

26 Serug, Nahor, Terah, 

27 Abram; the fame zs Abraham. 

28 The fons of Abraham; I[faac, and Ifhmael. 

29 4 Thefe are their generations: The firftborn of 
Ithmael, Nebaioth ; then Kedar, and Adbeel, and 
Mibfam, 

30 Mifhma, and Dumah, Maffa, Hadad, and Tema, 

31 Jetur, Naphifh, and Kedemah. Thefe are the 
fons of Ifhmael. 

32 ( Now the fons of Keturah, Abraham’s concu~ 
bine: fhe bare Zimran, and Jokfhan, and Medan, and 
Midian, and Ifhbak, and Shuah. And the fons of Jok- 
fhan; Sheba, and Dedan. : 

3 And the fons of Midian; Ephah, and Epher, 
and Henoch, and Abida, and Eldaah. Ali thefe are 
the fons of Keturah. , 

4 And Abraham begat Tfaac. The fons of Ifaac; 
Efau and Sfrael. 

35 The fons of Efau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeufh, 
and Jaalam, and Korah. 

36 The fons of Eliphaz; Teman, and Omar, Ze- 
phi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Timna, and Amalek. 

37 The fons of Revel; Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, 
and Mizzah. 

38 FY And the fons of Seir; Lotan, and Shobal, and 
Zibeon, and Anah, and Difhon, and Ezar, and Difhan. 

39 And the fons of Lotan; Hori, and Homam: 
and Timna was Lotan’s fifter. 

40 Tke fons of Shobal; Alian, and Manahath, and 





19 Uz, and Hul, and Gether, and Mefoech.] "Thefe were not the 
fons of Shem, but his grandfons by Aram his youngeft fon, as appears 
from Gea X.°22, 23- 

19 Becaufe in his days the earth was divided, &c.] The inhabitants 
of the earth were difperfed, according to the divifion of their lan- 


SuUages: - 
°36 And Timua.and Amalck.| As if it had been rendered, And of 


Timna Amalek ; ‘{peaking of Amalek as of inferior rank to the other 


fons, becaufe born of a Concubine. 
~ 7 Generar Rertectrions on Chap. 1. 


While we adore the divine goodnet: s, in leaving thefe names on record, 





1. CHRONICLES. 


Ebal, 
Aiah; 





The pofterity of Ifrael, €3¢. 
Shephi, afd Onam. And the fons of Zibeon 3 Before, 


and Anah. ; ae 
The fons of Anah; Difhon. And the fons ot *°P*“ 


I 
Difhon 3 Amram, and Efhban, and Ithran, and Cheran. 

2 The fons of Ezer; Bilhan, and Zavan, end Jakan. 
The fons of Difhan; Uz, and Aran. 


43 J Now thefe are the kings that reigned in the 


1576, 


land of Edom before any king reigned over the chil- 
dren of [frael ; Bela the fon of Beor: and the name of 
his city was Dinhabah- 

44 And when Bela was dead, Jobab the fon of Ze- 
rah of Bozrah reigned in his ftead. 


45 


And when Jobab was dead, Hutham of the land 


of the Temanites reégned in his ftead. 


46 And when Hulham was dead, Hadad the fon of 
Bedad, which fmote Midian in the field of Moab, 
reigned in his ftead: and the name of his city was Avith. 

47 And when Hadad was dead, Samlah of Mafrekah 
reigned in his fteacl. 

48 And when Samlah was dead, Shaul of Rehoboth 
by the river reigned in his ftead. 

49 And when Shaul was dead, Baal-hanan the fon of 
Achbor reigned in his ftead. 

50 And when Baal-hanan was dead, Hadad reigned 


in his 


ftead: and the name of the city was Pai; and 


his wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, 
the daughter of Mezahab, 


St 


were 5 


52 
53 


§ Hadad died alfo. And the dukes of Edom 
duke Timnah, duke Aliah, duke Jetheth, 
Duke Aholibamah, duke Elah, duke Pinon, 
Duke Kenaz, duke Teman, duke Mibzar, 


1496, 


54 Duke Magdicl, duke Iram. Thefe are the dukes 
of dom. 


1 The fons of Ifrael. 
children of Felfe. 
Hezron. 
of Machir. 
PYerity. 


CHAP. IL 


3 The fons of Fudab. 132 The 
18 The pofterity of Caleb the fon of 
21 Ihe pofterity of Hexron by the daughter 

25 Jerahmeel’s pofterity. 34 Shefhan’s 
42 Anather branch-of Ca:eb’s pojierity. 50 


The pofterity of Caleb the fon of Hur. 
HESE are the fons of Ifrael; Reuben, Simeon, 7.246, 


Levi, and Judah, Ifachar, and Zebulun, 


2 Dan, Jofeph, and Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and 
Ather. ; 

3 GY The fons of Judah; Er, and Onan, and Shelah: 
which three were born unto him of the daughter of 
Shua the Canaanitefs. And Er, the firftborn of Judah, 
was evil in the fight of the Lorp; and he flew him. 

And Tamar his daughter in law bare him Pharez 


and Zerah. 


All the fons of Judah were five. 


The fons of Pharez; Hezron, and Hamul. 
6 And the fons of Zerah; Zimri, and Ethan, and 
Heman, and Calcol, and Dara: five of them in all. 
7 And the fons of Carmi; Achar, the troubler of 


Ifrael, 


who tranfgreffed in the thing accurfed. 


8 And the fons of Ethan ; Azariah. 
9 The fons alfo of Hezron, that were born unto 


him ; 
10 
begat 
11 
Boaz, 


Jerahmeel, and Ram, and Chelubai. - 

And Ram begat Amminadab; and Amminadab 
Nahfhon, prince of the children of Juclah ; 
And Nahthon begat. Salma, and Salma begat 


i47t. 


12 And Boag begat Obed, and Obed begat Jeffe, 


13 4 And Jeffe begat his firftborn Eliab, and Abi- 


1090. 


nadab the fecond, and Shimma the ehird, 


14 Nethaneel 





for proving the truth of other parts of feripture, let us alfo humbly 
contider our fraility, and that nothing bur the fear of God, and doing 
his will, can tran{mit our names with honour to poiterity, and fecure 


to us 


*¢ a name betrer than of fons and daughters.” 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, IL 
3 The fons of Fudab, &c.} This tribe had a faperiority and pre- 


’ eminence among thereft before the time of David, becaufe the Saviour 


of the world was to fpring from it, uccording to the celebrated pro- 


‘ phecy of Jacob, Gex, xlix. 10- 


. 7 char, the troubler of Tfracl, &c.] His trae name is Achan, bur 


he is hereby elegantly called Achar, which fignifies 


** treubler.”” 


19 Fether 





_ CHAP. Il. ': The fons of David: his line to Zedehiah. 


45 And ‘the fon of Shammai wigs Magn: and Maon Before 
was the father of Beth-zur. . ee 

46 And Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bare Haran, and 
Moza, znd Gazez: and Haran begat Gazez. 

47 And the fons of Jahdai; Regem, and Jotham; 

and Gefhaa, and: Pelet, and Ephah, atid Shaaph. 
. 48. Maach ah, Caleb’s concubine, bare Sheber, and 
Tirhanah. _ , . : . 

:-49 She bare alfo Shadpah the father of Madmannah, 
Sheva the father of Machbeaah, and the father of Gibea: 
and the daughter of Caleb eas Achfa. erie: 

- .§6 ¥Y.-.Thefe were the fons of Caleb the fon of 
Hur, the firftborn of Ephratah; Shobal the father of 
Kirjath-jéatim, ; ‘a. 

‘_ gt Salma the father of Beth-lehem, Hareph the fa- 
ther of Beth=gader. ‘se _ ; 

_ 52 And Shobal the father pf Kirjath-jearim had fons; 
Haroeh, and half of the Manahethites. ‘ 

53 And the-families of Kirjath-jeatim ; the Ithrites, 
and the Puhites, ind the Shumathites, and the Mith- 
raites; of them canie the Zaréathites, and the Eth- 
taulites. | : os : 

. §4 The fons of Salnia; Beth-lehem, and the Neto 
phathites, -Ataroth, the houfe of Joab;-and half.of the 
Manahethites, the Zorites. 

55 Asia the fatnilies of the feribes which dweit at - 
Jabez; the Tirathites; the Shimeathites,; azd Sucha- 
thites.. ‘There-arg the Kenites that came of Hemath, 
the father of the Houwfe of Rechab. 

; CHAP. Ty ea 
1 The fous of. David; 1Q bjs line to Zedekiah. 19 -The 
Succeffors of Fetoniah. est ; 

: QW thefe were the fons of David; which were oc. gc, 
o&: N -born nato.him in Hebron; the firftborn Amnon, a 
of Ahinpan the Jezreelitefs; the: {econd Daniel; of 
Abigail the, Carmelitefs : Shee 
3 2 The third, Abfalom the fofi.of Maacliah the 
, tdap tor. o£ Talmai-king of Gefhur: the fourth; Ado- 
| nijah the.fon of Haggith:  » © 

3 The fifth, Shephatiah of Abital: the fixth, Ithream 

by. aegis his wife. ea : . 

4 Thefe fix were born unto him ih Hebron; and 
there he reigned feven-years-and fix months: and in 
Jerufalem he reigaed thirty and three years. ni 

_ 5 And thefe were born unto-him in Jerufalem: Shi- 

mea, and Shobab, and Nathah,,and Solomon, four, ef 
Bathfhua the daughtet.of Ammiel:... . 

6 Pbhar alfo, and Elifhama, aad Eliphelet,; 

7 And. Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, ; 

8 And Elifhama; and Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 

9 Thefe were all the fons of David, befide the fons of 
the concubines, and Tamar their fifter. 

_. 10 And Solomon’s‘fon was Rehoboam, Abia his 
fon, Afa hisfon, Jehofhaphat hisfon,. - — ° 
iz Joram his fon, Ahaziah his fon, Joath his fon, 





| The children of Fe; €Se. ah 


Before 14 Nethaneel the fourth, Raddai the fifth, 

cHRST 4 Ozem the fixth, David the feventh: 

309% = 16 Whole fifters were Zeruiah, and Abigail, And 
the fons of Zeruiah ; Abifhai,.and Joab, and Afahel, 
three. - Sea pee Sle : ee 3 

17 And Abigail bare Amafa: and the father of 

Amafa was Jether the Ifhimeelite. —: . 
y7t- 128 | And Caleb the fon of Hezros begat childrei of 

Azubah dis wife, and of Jerioth: her fons are thefe; 

Jefher, and Shobab, and Ardon: Bo 

.t9 And when Azubsh was dedid; Caleb took unto 
him Ephrath, which bare him Hur, Bruits 

zo And Hur begat Uti, and Uri begat Bezaleel. 

2i J And afterward Hezroa went in to thedaughter 
of Machir the father of Gilead, whom be married when 
he was threefcore years old; and fhe bare him Segub. 

22 And Segub begat Jair, who had three and twenty 
cities in the land of Gilead: 

23 And he took Gethur, dod Aram, with the towns 
of Jair, from them, with Kenath, and the towns there- 
of, even threefcore cities. Adjl thefe belonged to the fons 
of Machir the father of Gilead... 

24 And after that Hezron was dead in Caleb-ephra- | 
tah, then Abiah Hezron’s wife bare him Afhur the 
father of Tekoa. . 

2% 4 And the fons of Jerahmecl the firftborn of 
Hezron were, Ram the firftborn, and Bunah,.and Oren, 
and Ozem, ,@nd Ahijah. ; 

26 Jerahmeet had alfo another wife, whofe name was 
Atarah; fhe was the motherof Onam. |. .:: a 

27 And the,fons of Ram the firftborn of Jerahmeel 
were, Maaz,, and Jamin, and Eker. 

28 And the fons of Onam were, Shammai, and Jada. 
And the fons of Shammai; Nadab, -and Abifbur. 

2g And the name of the wife of Abifhur wes Abi- 
hail; and fhe bare him Ahbag,and Molid. .. .. 

30 And the fons of Nadab:; Seled, and Appaim: 
buc Seled died without children.. _- Rr eae 

gt And the fons of Appaim; Mbhi. And the fons : 
of Tfhi; Shefhan. ‘And the children of Shefhan; 
Alhlai. ; : 

_ 32 And the fons of Jada the brother of Shammai; - 
Jether, and Jonathan: and Jether diedwithoyt children. + 

33 And the fons of Jonathan; Peleth, and Zaza. 
Thete were the fons of Jerahmeel. 

.34 9 Now Shefhan had oo fons, but daughters. 
And Shefhan had a fervant, an Egyptian, whofe name 
was Jarha. . 

35 And Shefhan gave his daughter to Jarha his fer- 
vant to wife; and ihe bare him Attai. 

36 And Attai begat Nathan, and Nathan begat 
Zabad, . 

37 And Zabad begat Ephial, and Ephlal bepat Obed, 

38 And Obed begat Jehu, and Jehu begat Agariah, ~ 

39 And Azgariah begat Helez, and Helez begat | 




















Eleafah, 
4o And Eleafah begat Sifamai, and Sifamai begat . 12 Amaziah his fon, Azariah his fon, Jotham his fon, 
Shallum, so 13 Ahaz his fon, Hezekiah his fon, Manafleh bis fon, 


14 Amon his fon, . Jofiah his fon. 

15 And the fons of Jofiah were, the firftborn Joha- 
nan, the fecond jehoiakim: the third Zedekiah, the 
fourth Shallym. oe 

16 And the fons of Jehoiakim; Jeconiah his fon, 
Zedekiah his fon. ; 

17 Andthefons of Jeconiah ; Affir, Salathicthis fon, 

18 Malchiram alfo, ahd Pedaiah, and Shenazar, Je- 
camiah, Hofhama, and Nedabiah. : 

19 And 


4t And Shallum begat Jekamiah, and Jekamiah be- 
gat Elifhama. 

42 I Now the fons of Caleb the brother of Jerah- 
meel secre, Metha his firftborn, which was the father of 
Ziph ; and the fons of Marefhah the father of Hebron, 

43 And the fons of Hebron; Korah, ahd Tappuah, 
znd Rekem, and Shema. 

44 And Shema begat Raham, the father of Jorkoam: 
and Kekem begat Sbhammai. : 








are arranged, is a ftrong indication of the truth of the iacred fcrip- 
tures. i 


37 Jerber the [/aneclite] By, birth an Lihmeelite, but.by religion ati 


Tfraelite. 
35 -And Shyftan gave his daughter to Farha his fervant, &e:} This 
Jatha was an Kyyptran, but probably a profelyte to the Jewith religion. 
49 The father of Giker, &¢c.] “Cbar is, the founder or ruler oF 
Gidea, acity ia the tribe of Judah, it being a common exprefijon to 


call the founder of .a city the rather of ite 


Gexeraty REFLECTIONS on Chap. I, 
As is worthy of remark, that the exaét manner in which thefe names 
- ow 


‘COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. It. 


3 E£glah bis wife.] The Jews are of opinion, that this was the 
daughter of Saul, becaufe the was his only Jegal wife, the others he 
took according to the cuftom théh reigning among che Hraelites. 

8 Elifhama—Eliphelet, C.J Thefe words feem to be an interpo- 
‘| dation, being before mentioned in the 6th verfe. : 
: 3 Generar 





Fudans pofterity by Hur 
“Beoye ‘to ‘And the {ons of Pedaiats’ ‘abére,’ ‘Zerubbabel 2 and 
cuit "Shinei: and the fons of Zerubbabel 3 ‘Meftinllas, ‘and 


mesg she “Hananiali, and 'Shelomith thelrififter : et nhl ed 
20 And‘ Hafhubsh, and Ober, and” Bérechiady ad 


:‘Hiafadiah, : Jufhabshefed). five! i = 
21 And. thé.-fons: ‘of :Hananiah ; Pélatiah, andl: Je 
‘fatab : the fons iof: -Réphaiah; ‘the: fans of! Arman the | 
fons of Obadiah, the fons of Shechaniah. woudl 
tag And the fons! of: Shechanigh ¢ ‘Shenraialys' Sm-the : 
fonis‘of Shensatah’ Hateafl, sand: Syed, aud = aby. ‘and 
Neariah, and Shabbat; x." “ Me 
23. ‘And the fons of¢ Neariah ; z Blioenays Tand- Heze- 
“kiah; ahd. Adrtkam,. threés © “+ Ste tenia ont toe? 
24 And the fons of Elioenai were, Hodaiah; 4nd 








« 
if a! 


-Bliafliib, and’ Pelaiah; dnd: Akkub, aad" Jonanani and | 


Delaiah and Anani, feven. Jac : ae 
wo CR APT Nene hs 

1. fhe pofterity: of Judab. dere 
Caleb by:Ephratab. 5 The iffue: of: Afpitr,: 


Mois fonof Hexron: 9 Coucerning: Fo berand his prayer. 
11 Other families defcended from the fame flocky.:::2 3 





. The fansiof Shelahs' (aa'Tha pofeertty and: cites of- Si 4 : 
_imeon. 39 Eheir congue? ofc ree, and of: ube fanalekites i 


egan 


Veet ; 


in mount Seir. gyal p 


1300,&¢. Te fons of Judah: Phar eZ; 'elebron and: Carmi} 
» and Hurj-and ‘Shobai:! : oN 
2" And Redialithe- oe ‘6f Shobal begat Jahath'y and | 
"Jahath begat Ahuniai!-and Lahad+. Thete are the fi 
milies of the Zorathites..; *y, * 
3 And.thefe were of. the father, ‘of, Etam ; Jezreel,{ 
and’ Hhmay’ Yedbath: and. the hamé of their filter was! 


Wazelelponi: 
‘and Ezek the: 





ut ry 


And Penwel’ the eathir6f ‘GedoF; 


q And Afhur the father of ‘Tekéa had two- wives, ° 
“Elelah axid- Naavab. wee Of ygbodaer ks 
~§ And Naarsh batethim Ahusas, and Hepher}! ‘and! 
Temeni, | and © aabalitar ° # 

This et ig Polk 


“Naarah. * -- fete H : . 
7 And the (ous of Helah 


Hand ‘Erhnan: tit 


SAA 


2-8 And'Coz- bavat nubs and’ Zobebah, sid the ‘fa : 


fier sane ot 


milies of -Aharkel* ‘the: fon oF! Harom. © 


9 FJ And: ‘Jabez-was more’ nghourable: ‘than: bis bre-! 
fhien: and ‘his mother called’ bbe fiathie Jabeas faying,: ; 


Becanfe | bare him with fotrow. i: 
to And Jabez called om the’ God of PRa6h; faying, 


Oh that thou:wouldeft blefs me‘itideed§ and entargé my. . 


coatt 
‘thou W 
me! And God granted hin’ ‘that ‘which- he’ ‘requefted. ; 


© ga!) AtiaoChelub the brother of Shuahi begat Michi, if 


which was the father of Efhtens--) «2 
‘¥2 And Efhton begat Beth-rapha, ‘and: Pafeah; ‘and: 
Tehinnah:’ the father, of Trnahafhi * 
of Rechahy é 
13 And the fons: ‘of oe ; : Othniel, an Seraiah +; 
and the fons of Othniel ; “Fathath. mo: 


tq 


they were’ ‘ craftimes +: 


15,fi0d the fons of Caleb ‘thefon of Jephiioneh: Tras, 


-Elah, and Naam: and the fons of Elah; even Kenaz. 
. 16 And the fons of veaaieees 5 ‘Ziph, ene cziphialy: 
aaa sag Afareel. : 


Gextraw Reruerc trons on Chap. Ill. 


‘As God's faithfulnefs to his promife appears, in feparating the Meacites ; 


froisthe Heathen world, {5 Iet is be canéful, if we really fear God, 
not (9 mix with the wicked and profane, but to keep oufelves: un: | 
* fyoteed from the ‘world shat Heth in wickedne(s. 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. Iv 


1 Ute fous of J Yudah, &e.j His pofterity. 
The fries of the Borathiter,)- Garais not the name of a" 


z 
























Te CHRONICLES. 


Sl 


a Zolieth, -and'Ben-aoheth.:. 


iwed-from Eur, the ff bborn fi 
‘the pofthu- 


‘ficher of Hufhah:” Thefebre: the fons of (Hury the: 
‘Arfiboin-of Ephtatdh, the father of Beth-léhem.* "cf 


:Chete’ were the fons:ief} 


were Zereth; “and. Jexoar,, 


and that -thitie hand might be with'me, and ‘that? 
ouldeft keep mé from évil; thatit may Hot prieve:f: 


Thele: ‘are “the men: 


And Meonothat- ‘begat Opliah : and Seraiah bee 
gat Joab, the father of the valley of: Chariifhim ; “for | | 





The pofterity.and cutres of Stmeon. 

17 Andthe fons of Ezra were; Fether,and Meted, Before 
and Epher, andsJaldn:.anid the bare Miriamjand Shain- oe 
maij. and -[fhbah'the father of Efktenmroa. : Sie 

«18! And his wifg Jehudijah bare Jcred the fase of 
Gedor, and Heber the father of Sucho, and JekuthieF 
the father of Zarloah.: And-thefe ere the fons of Bithiah 
the daughter of Pharaoh;-which-Mered took: : 
to yo*And.:the fons of dis wife Hodiab the fifter of Na- 
hain,:*the fatherof Keilah. the Garniite, and Efhtemoa 
the Maachathite. fee Ran ; 
c 20 And: the [one of Shimon were, ‘Amnon; and Rin- 
nah, Ben-hanan, and/Filoni And the’ fons of Ifhi were; 

12r: i ‘The fons'of Shelah the fou of Jadah were, Er 
tire: fathen-of: ‘Lecah; "and Laadah thé'father of Mare— 
thah,andrthe familiésof thehute of thenPthat wrought 
q fine linen; of:che houfe of Afiibea,s?é =. 

22 And Jokim, and the men of Choseta,: and Joafh; 
and Saraph, ‘who:had. the déminion in'Moab, and Ja- 
fhubi-lehem. And:the/e.are:ancient things. 

23 Thefewerethe potters, andthofe thatdweltamong 
plants and hedges : there they dwelt with’ the king | for 
a avork. . thse 

24-0 PThefons ‘of Simeon-< coords Nemwcl, and Jamin; 
; vari, Zerah, and Shaul: 

‘+ ne-Shiatlom his:fon, Mibfarn his'fon, ‘Mifhma his. fon. 
26 And the:fons.of Mifhnia;: “Hatnuel his fon; aes 
4 chur his fon, Shimei his fon. .'*¢ 
gg Amd Shimei: ‘Had‘fixteen fons! and fiw: ‘dadahters: 
# but his brethren‘had nét'many children, either did alk 

their-family multiply, like tothe children'of Judah: 

28 And they dwelt: até eer el ‘and “Moladak, 
and ‘Hazar-fhual,: .- 

29 And at Bilhah, and at Paew: and at Tolaa; fe ee 

:-30 And-at Bethuel, and at Hormah, and at Ziklag, 

"3 And at Beth-marcabothy, and ‘Hazarfufim, and at 
| Beth-birei;. and ‘at: ‘Shaaraim: - ‘Thefe: ‘were their cities 
unto the reign of Davide!'! >” 
ceigae ‘And theirivillagesewere, tam, ahd ‘Ain Rim. 
‘| non; and ‘Tochém; aad A fhan,: five. cities: . 
| 33 And all their villages that were round about. die 

fame cities, ‘unto! ‘Baal. _Thefe were: their: HaDiAtiOns, 
{ and their genealogy!’ *! 7 

34 And Mefhobab, ' and Jamlech, and Jothah, the 
fon of Amaziah, - 

35'-And Foel, ‘and Jehu the fon: of. Jofibiah, the fon 
i of Seraiah; -the fon.of Afiel, 
t 36 And Elioenai, and Jaakobah, - aaa Jethohaiah, 
Hl and “A faiah, ‘and Adie}, and Jefimiel, and Benaiah, 
f 7 And Ziza the fon ‘of Shiphi, the fon’ of ‘Allon; the 
fon of Jedaiah, the‘fon-of Shimri, the fon of Shemaiah; 

38 Thefe mentioned by ¢hetr names were. princes in 
their famities: ‘and the moat: of their fathers incréafed 
greatly: : 

“| 339 YJ And they went to the entrance of. Gedor, ever’ 
| unto the eaft file of the valley, to feck pafture for their 
4 flocks.” -.: 

y 40 And they found fat pafture and good, and the 
} Jand ‘was wide, ‘and quiet, and peaceable; for they of 
‘| Ham had dwelt there of old. 

4] _41:And thefe written by name came in the days of 

Hezekiah king of Judah, and fmotethéir tents, and the 
‘| habirations that were found there, and deftroyed them 

utter}y unto this day, and dwelt in their rooms : becaule 
4 there was patture there for their flocks.. - 

42 And fome of them, even of the fons of Simeon, 
five hundred men, went to mount Seir, having for their 
. Papearns 
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t 
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a 


. 
. 


maii, but of a place in the tribe of Judah, where feveral: of that tribe 
fertled.. 

"22 “And thefe are ancient things. ] That is, the things that have’ been 
related concerning Joafh and Seraph, who had dominion, and ruled, -in 
Moab, happened a long time ago ;_ but, 

23 Thefe were the potters, &c. | Now fallen from the glory and’ {plendor 
in which they formerly lived, to common and mean employments. 

3 24. The fons of Simeon, &c- } ‘This tribe is mentioned next ro that of 

Judah, becaufe they were neighbonrs: to them, part of their-pofleffions 
4 being taken out of the tribe of Judah. 
4 


Bs 


GENERAL 


CHAP. VI. The fons of Levi: the line of Eleazar. 


bear buckler and fword, and to fhoot with now, and _Betore 
tkilful in war, were four and forty thoufand feven hun- ieee. 
shCe5 


dred and threefcore, that went out to the war. 





The line of Reuben. 


Before. captains Pelatiah, and Neariah, and Rephaiah, and 


cHRIST Uzziel, the fons of Thi. 
13008. 2 And they fmote the reft of the Amalekites that 


were efcaped, and dwelt there unto this day. 


CHAP. V. 


1 The line of Reuben (who loft his birthright) unto the 
captivity, and their conqueft of the Hagarites. 11 The 
chief men of Gad, and their habitations. 18 The number 
of the men of war of the fons of Reuben, Gad, and the 
half tribe of Manaffeh ; their conquefts. 23 The hati- 
tations and chief men of that balf tribe. 25 Their cap- 
tivity becaufe of their fins. 

OW the fons-of Reuben the firftborn of Ifrael, 

for he was the firtitborn ; but, forafmuch as he 
defiled his father’s bed, his birthripht was given unto 
the fons of Jofepl: the fon of Hracl: and the genealogy 
is not to be reckoned after the birthright. 

2 For Judah prevailed above his brethren, and of 
him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was 
Jofeph’s :) 

3 The fons, J fay, of Reuben the firftborn of Ifrael 
svere, Hanoch, and Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 

4 The fons of Juel; Shemaiah his fon, Gog his fon, 
Shimei his fon, 

5 Micah hisfon, Reaia his fon, Baal his fon, 

6 Beerah his fon, whom ‘ilgath-pilnefer king of 
Aflyria carriéd away captive: he was prince of the 
Reubenites. 

4 And his brethren by their families, when the ge- 
nealogy of their generations was reckoned, were the 
chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 

8 And Bela che fon of Azaz, the fon of Shema, the 
fon of Joel, who dwelt in Aroer, even unto Nebo and 
Baal-meon : 

And eattward he inhabited unto the entering in 
of the wiideinefs from the river Euphrates : becaufe 
their cattle were multiplied in the land of Gilead. 

ro And in the days of Saul they made war with the 
Hagarites, who fell by their hand: and they dwelt in 
their tents throughout all the eaft /and of Gilead. 

11 @ And the children of Gad dwelt over againft 
them, in the land of Bathan unto Saleah: 

12 Joel the chief, and Shapham the next, and Jaanai, 
and Shaphat in Bafhan. 

13 And their brethren of the houfe of their fathers 
were, Michael, and Mefhullam, and Sheba, and Jorai, 
and Jachan, and Zia, and Heber, feven. 

14 Thefe are the children of Abihail the fon of Hurt, 
the fon of Jaroah, the fon of Gilead, the fon of Michael, 
the fon of Jethifhai, the fon of Jahdo, the fon of Buz; 

1s Ahi the fon of Abdiel, the fon of Guni, chief of 
the houfe of their fathers. 

16 And they dwelt in Gilead in Bafhan, and in her 
towns, and in all the fuburbs of Sharon, upon their 
borders. 

17 All thefe were reckoned by gencalogies in the 
days of Jotham king of Judah, and in the days of 
Jeroboam king of Ifracl. 

18 4 The fons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and 
half the tribe of Manafich, of valiant men, men able to 


ern 
Genera Rerrecrrions on Chap, IV. 

From what is here faid of Jabez we learn, that hearty, fervent prayer 
availeth mach with God ; and find, from the conduét of the children 
of Simeon, the ill effeét of the abufe of temporal bleffings; faftly, 
from the dealings of Ged with Ham’s pofterity, we perceive, that, 
for wife ends, he often heftows temporal bleflings on the snemies of 
his law, government, and ways. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. V. 

1 Liis.birthright was given ute the seus of Jofeph, &e.] His two fons 
had each of them a Jot in the Jand of Canaan, as if they had been the 
fons of Ifrael. ; 

2 Of him came the chicf ruler. By “ the chief ruler,’ 
David, and after him the Meffiah. 

But the birthright was Fyeph's.} Or, though the birthright was 
Jofeph’s. 

10 The Hagerites, &c.] ‘That is, the Ihmaclites, defcended from 
Hagar, who were fetted in Arabia Deferts. 

No. 32. 


’ is meant, firft, 


19 And they made war with the Hagarites, with 
Jetur, and Nephifh, and Nodab. | ; 

zo And they were helped againft them, and the Ha- 
garites were delivered into their hand, and all that were 
with them: for they cried to God in the battle, and 
he was intreated of them; becaufe they put their truft 
in him. 

21 And they took away their cattle; of their camels 
fifty thoufand, and of fheeptwo hundred and fifty thou- 
fand, and of afles two thoufand, and of men an hun- 
dred thoufand. ; 

22 For there fell down many Main, becaufe the war 
was of God. And they dwelt in their Reads until the 
captivity. 

23 @ And the children of the half tribe of Manaffeh 
dwelt in the land: they increafed from Bafhan unto 
Baal-hermon and Senir, and unto mount Hermon. 

24 And thefe were the heads of the houfe of their 
fathers, even Epher, and ! flit, and Eliel, and Azriel, and 
Jeremiah, and Hodaviah, and Jahdiel, mighty men of 
valour, famous men, avd heads of the houfe of their 
fathers. 

25 4 And they tranfgrefled againft the God of their 
fathers, and went a whoring after the gods of the peo- 
ple of the land, whom God deftroyed before them. 

26 And the God of Ifrael itirred up the fpirit of 
Pul king of Affyria, and the fpirit of Tilgath. pilnefer 
king of Affyria, and he carried them away, even the 
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of Ma~ 


‘ nafieh,.and brought them unto Halah, and Habor, and 


Hara, and to the river Gozan, unto this day. 
CHAP. VI. 

1 The fons of Levi. 4 The line of Eleaxar down to the 
captivity. 16 Ihe families of the Levites. 20 The 
fons of Gerfoom; 22 of Kohath; 29 and of Merari. 
31 The fingers appointed by David. 49 The office of 
Aaron and bis fons ; Aaron’s line to Abimaas. 54 The 
cities of the priefts and Levites. 


HE fons of Levi; Gerfhon, Kohath, and Merari.13°0: 


2 And the fons of Kohath ; Amram, Izhar, and 
Hebron, and Uzziel. 

3 Andthe children of Amram; Aaron, and Mofes, 
and Miriam. The fons alfo of Aaron; Nadab, and 
Abihu, Eleazar, and Ichamar. ; 

4 @ Eleazar begat Phinehas, Phinehas begat Abifhua, 

5 And Abifhua begat Bukki, and Bukki begat Uzzi, 

6 And Uzzi begat Zerahiah, and Zerahiah begat 
Meraioth, 

7 Meraioth begat Amariah, and Amariah begat 
Ahitnb, 

8 And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat 
Ahimaaz, 

9 And Ahimaaz begat Azariah, and Azariah begat 
Johanan, 

ro And Johanan begat Azariah, (he if zs that ex- 
ecuted the prieit’s office in the temple that Solomon 
built in Jerufalem :) 

ir And 
TA, 


TTR 


7408 


14 Thefe are the children of Abihail the for of Huri, &c.] ‘Thatis, ' 


the feven before-mentioned were the children of Ab‘hail the fon of Huri, 
whofe pedigree here follows. 

21 Of their camels fifty thonfand, &c.} ‘The Arabians abounded in 
camels, which they made afe of in war, as well as to carry burdens in 
time of peace. 


Generar Rertrerions on Chap. V. 

‘This chapter evinces, that God abhors uncleannefs, which loit Reuben 
his birthright. The divine wifdom is alfo herein confpicuous in 
keeping up the diftinétion of the tribes ; though he often gave up his 
people to the will of their enemies for their rebellion and ingrat.tude 
to him. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VI. 
10 He it is that executed the pridf’s office in the tecaple that Solomon 
built iz Fernfalem.] Se refolutely maintained his office againtt the 


ufurpation of one of Solomon’s fucceffors, who would have offered 
Z jncenle 


&Ce 





The fons of Gerfhom, Kohath, and Merart. 1. CHRONICLES. The office of Aaronand his fons. 


Before 
CHRIST 


¥300,&c. 


1280,&¢, 


rt And Azariah begat Amariah, and Amariah begat 
Ahitub, 
12 And Ahitub begat Zadok, and Zadok begat 


Shallum, 


13 And Shallum begat Hilkiah, and Hilkiah begat. 


Azariah, 

14 And Azariah begat Scraiah, and Seraiah begat 
Jehozadak, 

1g And Jehozadak went into captivity, when the 
Lokp carried away Judah and Jerufalem by the hand 
of Nebuchadnezzar. ; 

16 FY The fons of Levi; Gerfhom, Kohath, and 
Merari. 

17 And thefe be the names of the fons of Gerfhom; 
Libni, and Shimei. 

18 And the fons of Kohath were, Amram, and Izhar, 
and Hiebron, and Uzziel. 

19 The fons of Merari; Mahli, and Mufhi. And 
thele are the tamilics of the Levites according to their 
fathers. 

20 Of Gerfhom; Libni his fon, Jahath his fon, 
Zimmah his for, > 

21 foah his fon, Iddo his fon, Zerah his fon, Jeaterai 
his fon. — 

22 FY The fons of Kohath; Amminadab his fon, 
Korah his fon, Affir his fon, 

23 Elkanah his fon, and Ebiafaph his fon, and Aflir 
his fon, 

24 Tahath his fon, Urici his fon, Uzziah his fon, 
and Shaul his fon. 

ae And the fons of Elkanah; Amafai, and Ahimoth. 

26 As for Elkanab: the fons of Elkanah; Zophai 
his fon, and Nahath his fon, 

27 Kliab his fon, Jeroham his fon, Elkanah his fon. 

28 And the fons of Samuel; the firftborn Vafhni, 
and Abiah. ae 

29 4 The fons of Merari; Mahli, Libni his fon, 
Shimei his fun, Uzza his fon, 

30 Shimea his fon, Haggiah his fon, Afaiah his fon. 

gt FY And thefe are they whom David fet over the 
fervice of fong in the houfe of the Lorp, after that 
the ark had reit. 

32 And they miniftered before the dwelling place of 
the tabernacle of the congregation with finging, until 
Solomon had built the houfe of the Logp in Jerufalem: 
and ¢hen they waited on their office according to their 
order. 

33 And thefe arethey that waited with their children. 
Of the fons of the Kohathites: Heman a finger, the fon 
of Joel, the fon of Shemuel, 

4 Lhe fon of Elkanah, the fon of Jeroham, the fon 
of Eliel, the fon of Toah, 

35 Uhe fon of Zuph, the fon of Elkanah, the fon 
of Mahath, the fon of Amafai, 

36 The fon of Elkanah, the fon of Joel, the fon of 
Acariah, the fon of Zephaniah, 

37 The fon of Tahath, the fon of Affir, the fon of 
Ebiafaph, the fon of Korah, 

38 The fon of Izhar, the fon of Kohath, the fon of 
Levi, the fon of Ifrael. 

39 And his brother Afaph, who ftood on his right 
hand, eve Afaph thefon of Berachiah, the fon of Shimea, 

40 The fon of Michael, the fon of Baafciah, the fon 
of Malchiah, 

41 The fon of Ethni, the fon of Zerah, the fon of 
Adaiah, 

42 The fon of Ethan, the fon of Zimmah, the fon 
of Shimei, 

43 The fon of Jahath, the fon of Gerfhom, the fon 
of Levi. 

44 And their brethren the fons of Merari /Zood on 
the left hand: Ethan the fon of Kifhi, the fon of Abdi, 
the fon of Malluch, 





incenfe in the temple; the mention of which denotes, that this was 
written after the fecand temple was built, or while it was erecting. 

31 Set over the fercice of jong, &c.] Appointed to fing in the houfe 
ef the Lord. ; 
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45 The fon ct liafhabiah, the fon of Amaziah, the Before 

fon of Hilkiah, ae 
46 The fon cf Amzi, the fon of Bani, the fon of em 
hamer, , 

a7 The fon of Muahli, the fon of Mufthi, the fon of 
Meraii, the ion of evi. 

48 Their brethren alfo the Levites were appointed 
unto all manner of fervice of the tabernacle of the 
houfe of God. 

494 But Aaron and his fons offered upon the altars 44,86, 
of the burnt cilering, and on the altar of incenfe, and 
were appuinted for all the work of the p/ace moft holy, 
and to make an atonement for Hfracl, according to all 
that Mofes the fervant of God had commanded. 

so And thefe are the fons of Aaron; Eleazar his 
fon, Phinehas kis fon, Abifhua his fon, 

§¢ Bukki iis fon, Uxzi his fon, Zerahiah his fon, 

§2 Meraioth hisfon, Amariah his fon, Ahitub his fon, 

53 Zadok his 6 3. Abimaaz his fon. 

$4 9 Now thes are their dwelling places thronghout 
their caiiles in their coats, of the fons of Aaron, of the 
families of the otachites ; for their’s was the lot. 

55 And they gave them Hebron in the land of Ju- 
dah, and the (ubuibs thereof round about it. 

so Tutthe fich?'s of the city, and the villages thereof, 
they gave to Gaieh the fon of Jephunneh. 

57 And to the fons of .\aron they gave the cities of 
Judah, vamey, bIcbron, fhe city of refuge, and Libnah 
with her fuburus, and Jattir, and Efhtemoa, with their 
fuburbs, 

58 And Hilen with her fuburbs, Debir with her 
fuburbs, : 

59 And Afhan with her fuburbs, and Beth-fhemefh 
with her fuburbs : 

60 And out of the tribe of Benjamin; Geba with 
her fuburbs, and Alemeth with her fuburbs, and Ana- 
thoth with her fuburbs. All their cities throughout 
their families ewere thirtecn cities. 

é1 And unto the ions of Kohath, which were left of 
the family of that tribe, were cities given out of the half 
tribe, 2amely, out of the half trie of Manafleh, by lot, 


y ten cities. 


62 And to the fons of Gerfhom throughout their 
families out of the tribe of HTachar, and out of the tribe 


Be of Afher, and out of the tribe of Naphtali, and out of 


the tribe of Manaffeh in Bafhan, thirteen cities. 
63 Unto the fons of Merari were given by lot, 


# throughout their families, out of the tribe of Reuben, 


and out of the tribe of Gad, and out of the tribe of 
Zebulun, twelve cities, 

64 And the children of Ifracl gave to the Levites 
thefe cities with their fuburbs. 

65 And they gave by lot out of the tribe of the chil- 


{ dren of Judah, and out of the tribe of the children of 


Simeon, and out of the tribe of the children of Benjar 


f min, thefe cities, which are called by their names. 


66 And the refidue of the families of the fons of 


| Kohath had cities of their coafts out of the tribe of 
j Ephraim. 


67 And they gave unto them, of the cities of refuge, 


f Shechem in mount Ephraim with her fuburbs; ¢Zey 
| geve alfo Gezer with her iuburbs, 


68 And Jokmcam with her fuburbs, and Beth-horon 
with her fuburbs, 

69 And Aijalon with her fuburbs, and Gath-rimmon 
with her fuburbs : 

-o And out of the half tribe of Manaffeh; Aner 
with her fuburbs, and Bileam with her fuburbs, for 
the family of the remnant of the fons of Kohath. 

71 Unto the fons of Gerfhom were given out of the 
family of the half tribe of Mancffeh, Golan in Bafhan 
with her faburbs, and Afhtaroth with her fuburbs: 

72 And 
we 

66 Had ciths of their coafs, &c.] By ‘ coafts,” is here meant por- 
tions, Which were affigned them, though they were not priefts, for their 
fupport irs a lower miniftry. : ; 

~o Liean, &c.i ‘Lhe fame ay Ibleam, in the book of Jofhua. ~ 

GENERAL 


The fons of Ifwhar, Benjamin, 
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g2 And out of the tribe of Mlachar; Kedefh with 
her fuburbs, Daberath with her fuburbs, 

73 And Ramoth with her fuburbs, and Anem with 
her fuburbs: 

74 And ont of the tribe of Afier: Mafhal with her 
faburbds, and Abdon with her fuburbs, 

75 And Hukok with her fuburbs, and Rchob with 
her fuburbs: 

76 And out of the tribe of Naphtali; Kedeth in 
Galilee with herfuburbs, ant Mammon with herfuburbs, 
and Kirjarhaim with her fuburbs. ‘ 
77 Unto the reft of the children of Merari qere grven 
out of the tribe of Zebulun, Rimmon with her fuburbs, 
Vabor with her fuburbs : 

78 And on the other fide Jordan by Jericho, on the 


*eatt fide of Jordan, were given them out of the tribe of 


Reuben, Bezer in the wildernefs with ber fuburbs, and 
Jahzah with ber fuburbs, 

79 Kedemoth alfo with her fuburbs, and Mephaath 
with her fuburbs: 

Bo And out of the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead 
with her fuburbs, ancl Mahanaim with her fuburbs, 

81 And Hefhbon with her fuburbs, and Jezer with 
her fuburbs. 

CHAP. VIi. 


1 The fons of Ifachar. 6 The fons of Benjamin; 13 of 
Naphtali; 14 of Manaffeh. 20 The fons of Lipbraim, 
coho were flain by the menof Gath. 23 Tue fubjequent 
poferity of Ephraim by Beriab. 28 Their habitations. 
320 The fons of Afher. 

OW the fons of Mlachar were, Tola, and Puah, 

Jafhub, and Shimron, four. 

2 Andthe fons of Tola; Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and 
Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibfam, and Shemuel, heads 
of their father’s houfe, Zo wit, of Tola: they were valiant 
men of might in their gencrations; whofe number was 
in the days of David two and twenty'thoufand and Lx 
hundred. 

And the fons of Uzzi; Izrahiah : and the fons of 
Imahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and Joel, Ifhiah, 
five: all of them chief men. 

4 And with them, by their generations, after the 
houle of their fathers, were bands of foldiers for war, 
fix andthirty thoufand men; for they had many wives 
and fons. 

5 And their brethren among all the families of Ifla- 
char cere valiant men of might, reckoned in all by 
their genealogies fourfeore and feven thoufand. 

6 § Fe fois of Benjaiin; Bela, and Becher, and 
Jediacl, three. 

7 «ind the fons of Bela; Ezbon, and Uzzi, and 
Uaziel, and Jerimoth, and Iri, five; heads of the houfe 
of their fathers, mighty men of valour;-and were 
reckoned by their genealogies twenty and two thou- 
fand and thirty and four. 

8 And the {fons of Becher ; Zemira, and Joafh, and 
Eliezer, and Elioenai, and Omri, and Jerimoth, and 
Abiah, and Anathoth, and Alameth. All thefe are the 
fons of Becher. 

9 And the number of them, after thcir genealogy by 
their gencrations, heads of the houfe of their fathers, 
mighty men of valour, was twenty thoufand and two 
hundred. : 

1o The fons alfo of Jediael; Bilhan: and the 
fons of Bilhan; Jcufb, and Benjamin, and: Ehud, 
and Chenaanah, and Zethan, and ‘Tharfhifh, and Ahi- 


fhahar. 
nn SR 
GeneRAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIL 
We may difcern, from the care taken to preferve the genealogies of the 
Levites, and from the courfes of the pricfts, that, in the firft place, 
the minilter of God fhould be diftinguithed, by the fupport afforded 


them and by their holy lives, from all other people; and, fecondly, 
that, in the worfhip of God, ‘* all things fhould be done decently, 


and in order.” 


CHAP. VII. 


A PER: 





st All thefe the fons of Jediael, by the heads of 
their fathers, mighty men of valour, cere feventeen 
thoufand and two hundred /ediers, fit to go out for 
war and battle. 

12 Shuppim alfo, and Huppim, the children of Ir, 
and biuthim, the fons of Aber. 

13 © The fons of Naphtali ; Jabzicl, and Guni, and 
Jeser, and Shallum, the fons of Bilhah. 

a4 § Phe fons of Mana@vh; Adaricl, whom fhe 
bare: (#wt his concubine the .\ramitels bare Machir the 
facher of Gilead: 

1s And Machir took to wife the fer of Huppim 
and Shuppim, whofe fiiter’s name was Maachah ;) and 
the name of the fecond was Zelophehad : and Zelo- 
phebad had daughters. 

16 And Maachah the wife of Machir bare a fon, and 
fhe called his name Perefh; and the name of his bro-~ 
ther was Sherefh; and his fons were Ulam and 
Rakem. . 

17 And thefonsof Ulam; Bedan. Thefe were the 
fons of Gilead, the fon of Machir, the fon of Manaiflch. 

18 Aud bis liter Hammoleketh bare Ithod, and 
Abiezer, and Mahaleh. 

19 And the fons of Shemidah were, Ahian, and Se- 
chem, and Likhi, and-Aniam. 

20 F And the fons of Ephraim; Suthelah, and Bered 
his fon, and Lahath his fon, and Eladah his fon, and 
Tahath his ton, 

2: And Zabad his fon, and Shuthelah his fon, and 
Ezer, and Elcad, whom the men of Gath that were 
born in ¢4. ¢ land flew, becaufe they came down to 
take away their cattle. 

22 And Lphraim their father mourned many days, 
and his brethren came to comfort bim. 

23 Y And when he went in to his wife, fhe con- 
ceived, and bare a fon, and he called his name Beriah, 
becaufe i¢ went evil with his houfe. 

24 (And his daughter was Sherah, who built Beth- 
horon the nether, and the upper, and Uzzen-tfherah.) 

25 And Rephah was his fon, alfo Refheph, and Te- 
lah his fon, and Tahan his fon, 

26 Laadan hisfon,Ammihud his fon, Elifhama his fon, 

27 Non his fon, Jehofhuah his fon. 

284 And their poffeflions and habitations were, 
Beth-el and the towns thereof, and eaflward Naaran, 
and weftward Gezer, with the towns therevt; Shechem 
alfo and the towns thereof, unto Gaza and the towns 
thereof : 

29 And by the borders of the children of Manaffch, 
Beth-fhean and her towns, Taanach and her towns, 
Megiddo and her towns, Dorand hertowns. In thefe 
dwelt the children of Jofeph the fon of Ifrael. 

30 Y The fons of Afher; Immah, and Ifuah, and 
Ifhuai, and Beria, and Serah their fifter. 

31 And the fons of Beriah ; Heber, and Malchicl, 
who zs the father of Birzavith. 

32 And Heber begat Japhict, and Shomer, and 
Hotham, and Shua their filter. 

33 And the fons of Japhliet; Pafach, and Bimhal, 
and Afhvath. Thefe are the children of Japhlet. 

34 And the fons of Shamer; Ahi, and Rohgah, Je- 
hubbah, and Aram. 

35 And the fons of his brother Helem ; Zophah, 
and Imina, and Shelefh, and Amal. 

36 The fons of Zophah; Suah, and Harnopher, 
and Shual, and Beri, and Imrah, 

37 Bezer; and Hod, and Shamma, and Shilthah, and 
Ithran, and Beera. 

38 And 


ee A CN, 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. VIL 

13 Aud Hifbim, the fons of Aber.) In an.old tranflation of the bible, 

the whole verfe rans thus: And Shuppim and Huppim were the fons of 

Ir, but Hufhim was the fon of another. See Gen. xlwi. 23. ‘ : 

22 His brethren came, &c.] His kindred, as the word ‘ brethren 


often fignifies. 
28 Unto Gaza and the tonuns thereof.| Or rather Ad-azea, a place fo 


called : for their border did not extend fo far as Gaza in che land of the 
Philiftineée iors 


> 


Naphtalh, Manaffeh, lphrain, Afher. 
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The Jons and chief men of Benjamin. 





38 And the fons of Jether ; Jephunneh, and Pifpah, 


CHRIST 
1444,8¢.200 fAtra, 


39 And the fons of Ullah; Arah, and Haniel, and 
Rezia. 

4o All thefe were the children of Afher, heads of 
their father’s houfe, choice avd mighty men of valour 
chief of the princes. And the number throughout the 
genealogy of them that were apt to the war and to bat- 
tle was twenty and fix thoufand men. 


CHAP. VII. 


3B The fons and chief men of Benjamin. 
Saul and Fonathan, 


33 Ihe feack of 


eee NI OW Benjamin begat Bela his firfiborn, Afhbel 


the fecond, and Aharah the third, 

2 Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth. 

3 And the fous of Bela were, Addar, and Gera, and 
Abihud, 

4 And Abifhua, and Naaman, and Ahoah, 

5 And Gera, and Shephuphan, and Huram. 

6 And thefe are the fons of Ehud: thefe are the 
heads of the fathers of the inhabitants of Geba, and 
they removed them to Manahath: 

4 And Naaman, and Ahiah, and Gera, he removed 
them, and begat Uzza, and Ahihud. 

8 And Shaharaim begat children in the country of 
Moab, after he had fent them away; Hufhim and baara 
were his wives. 

9 And he begat of Hodef his wife, Jobab, and 
Zibia, and IMefha, and Malcham, 

10 And Jeuz, and Shachia, and Mirma. Thefe were 
his fons, heads of the fathers. 

1x And of Hufhim he begat Abitub, and Elpaal. 

13 The fons of Elpaal; Eber, and Mifham, and 
Shamed, who built Ono, and Lod, with the towns 
thereof: 

13 Beriah alfo, and Shema, who were heads of the 
fathers of the inhabitants of Aijalon, who drove away 
the inhabitants of Gath: 

14 And Ahio, Shafhak, and Jeremoth, 

15 And Zcbadiah, and Arad, and Ader, 


16 And Michael, and Hpah, and Joha, the fons of 


Beriah ; 

17 And Zebadiah, and Mefhullam, and Hezeki, and 
Heber, 

18 Ifhmeraialfo, and Jezliah, and Jobab, the fons 
of Elpaal ; 

tg And Jakim, and Zichri, and Zabdi, 

20 And Elienai, and Zilthai, and Eliel, 

<1 And Adaiah, and Beraiah, and Shimrath, the 
fons of Shimhi ; 

22 And Ifhpan, and Heber, and Eliel, 

29 And Abdon, and Zichri, and Hanan, 

24 And Hananiah, and Elam, and Antothijah, 

25 And Iphedeiah, and Penuel, the fons of Shafhak; 

26 And Shamfherai, and Shehariah, and Athaliah, 

27 And Jerefiah, and Eliah, and Zichri, the fons of 
Jeroham. 

28 Thefe were heads of the fathers, by their gene- 
rations, chief men. ‘Yhefe dwelt in Jerufalem. 

29 And at Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon: 
whofe wife’s name cas Maachah: 





40 That-were apt to the war axd tc battle, &c.| Though living in a 
rich and delicious country, in the bett part of Galilee, they did not 
give themfelves up cofloth, but were a warlike and valiant people. 


Grexnerat ReFeectrions on Chap. VILL 


We fhould particelarly attend to the manner in which the tribe of Dan 
is taken notice of in ths chapter ; fo as to teach us, that any kind of 
idolatry (efpecially that of the heart) is abominable in the fight of 
a holy and jealous God, who will not give his glory to another, 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. VII 


23 Thefe dewelt in Yerufalerz.] It is probable that all thefe mentioned 
from verfe 1.4, dwelt at Jerufalem, (one part of which belonged to the 
tribe of Benjamin} as they that are before-named did at Aijalon. 

40 lid the fons of Ulam were mighty men of valour, archers, &e.] In 
the Hebrew the word ‘* archers’’ is, thofe that tread the bow; bacanfe 
their fteel bows (then much in ufe among them) were fo ftrong, that 
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and Baal, and Nadab, 

31 And Gedor, and Ahio, ard Zacher. 

32 And Mikloth begat Shimeah. And thefe alfo 
dwelt with their brethren in Jerufalem, over againit 
them. 

33 4 And Ner begat Kifh, and Kith begat Saul, and 
Saul begat Jonathan, and Malchi-fhua, and Abinadab, 
and Efh-baal. 

34 And the fon of Jonathan was Merib-baal; and 
Mertb-baal begat Micah. 

35 And the fons of Micah were, Pithon, and Me- 
lech, and Tarea, and Ahaz. 

36 And Ahaz begat Jehoadah; and Jehoadah begat 
Alemeth, and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat 
Moaa, 

37 And Moza begat Binea: Rapha was his fon, 
Eleafah his fon, Azel his fon: 

38 And Azel had fix fons, whofe names are thefe, 
Azrikam, Bocheru, and Ifhmael, and Sheariah, and 
Obadiah, and Hanan. All thefe were the fons of Azel. 

39 And the fons of Efhek his brother were, Ulam 
his firftborn, Jehuth the fecond, and Eliphelet the third. 

40 And the fons of Ulam were mighty men of va- 
lour, archers, and had many fons, and fons’ fons, an 
hundred and fifty. All thefe are the fons of Benjamin. 

CHAP. Fx. 

t Concerning the original regifters of the genealogies of Ifrael 
and Judah. 2 The diftribution of thofe who returned 
to their pofeffions after the captivity. 3 The Ifraelites 
who inhabited Ferufalem on their return; 10 and the 
pricfts, 14 aud Levites who refided there, attending 
upon their feveral charges. 35 The stock of Saul and 
Jonathan. 


SP all Ifrael were reckoned by gencalogies; and, 1200, 


behold, they were written in the book of the kings 
or Ifrael and Judah, who were carried away to Babylon 
for their tranfgreffion. 

2 4 Now the firft inhabitants that dwe/t in their 
poficffions in their cities were, the [fraelites, the priefts, 
Levites, and the Nethinims. 

3 9 And in Jerufalem dwelt of the children of Ju- 
dah, and of the children of Benjamin, and of the chil- 
dren of Ephraim, and Manaffeh ; 

4 Uthai the fon of Ammihud, the fon of Omri, the 
fon of Imri, the fon of Bani, of the children of Phares 
the fon of Judah. 

5 And of the Shilonites; Afaiah the &rftborn, and 
his fons. 

6 And the fons of Zerah; Juel, and their brethren, 
fix hundred and ninety. 

7_And of the fons of Benjamin; Sallu the fon of 
Mefhullam, the fon of Hodaviah, the fon of Hafenuah, 

8 And Idneiah the fon of Jeroham, and: Elah the 
fon of Uzzi, the fon of Michri, and Mefhullam the for 
of Shephatiah, the fon of Reuel, the fon of Ibnijah ; 

9 Andtheirbrethren, according to their generations, 
nine hundred and fifty and fix. All thefe men were 
chief of the fathers in the houfe of their fathers. 

to & And of the priefts; Jedaiah, and Jehoiarib, 
and Jachin, : 

tr And 
en ee a CY 
they could not bendthem with their arms; bur far down, and, preffing 


them with their feet, pulled the arrow with both hands, that it might- 
fly with greater force. 


Generar ReFiecrions on Chap. VIII. 

By the honourable mention made of the tribe of Benjamin, in thischap- ° 
ter, for adhering to that of Judah, that they who efpoufe the caufe 
of God and his people will have a happy portion; for, they that 
honour God, he will honour and blefs. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


t Soall [fracl were reckoned, &c.] As much as to fay, Thus have I 
fummarily reckoned up the genealogies of all the tribes, as I found them 
in the public regifters. 

3 da Ferufalem dauelt of the children of Fudah, and—of Benjamin, and——~ 
of Ephraim, and Manaffh.| Hence we may obferve, that fome of thes 
ten tribes returned with thofe of Judah and Benjamin. a 

Ya 22& 


Lhe flock of Saul and Fonathan, 
30 Ancthis firftborn fon Abdon, and Zur, and Kifh, Z 





Before 
HRIST 
T4eCOR, 


we 





The 


Before 
CARIST 
1200,Xc. 


charge of the Levites. CHAP. X. ~ Saul’s overthrow and death. 
11 And Azaviah the fon of Hilkiah, the fon of Me- 31 And Mattithiah, one of the Levites, who was the oe 


fhullam, the fon of Zadok, the fon of Meraioth, the 
fon of Ahitub, the ruler of the houfe of God; 

12 And Adaiah the fon of Jeroham, the fon of 
Pafhur, the fon of Malchijah, and Maafiai the fon of 
Adicl, the fon of Jahzerah, the fon of Mefhullam, the 
fon of Mefhillemith, the fon of Immer}; 

13 And their brethren, heads of the houfe of their 


fathers, a thoufand and feven hundred and threefcore; 


very able men for the work of the fervice of the houfe 
of God. 

14 4 And of the Levites ; Shemaiah the fon of Has- 
fhub, the fon of Azrikam, the fon of Hafhabiah, of 
the fons of Merari ; 

15 And Bakbakkar, Herefh, and Galal, and Mat- 
taniah the fon of Micah, the fon of Zichri, the fon of 


-Afaph 3 


16 And Obadiah the fon of Shemaiah, the fon of 
Galal, thefon of Jeduthun, and Berechiah the fon of 
Afa, the fon of Elkanah, that dwelt in the villages of 
the Netophathites. 

17 And the porters were, Shallum, and Akkub, and 
Taimon, and Ahiman, and their brethren: Shallum 
aas the chief; 

18 Who hitherto waited in the king’s gate eaftward : 


‘they were porters in the companies of the children of 


Levi. 

19 And Shallum the fon of Kore, the fon of Ebi- 
afaph, the fon of Korah, and his brethren, of the houfe 
of his father, the Korathites, were over the work of 
the fervice, keepers of the gates of the tabernacle: and 
their fathers, being over the hoft of the Lorp, were 
keepers of the entry. 

20 And Phinehas the fon of Eleazar was the ruler 
over them in time paft, and the Lorp was with him. 

21 ind Zechariah the fon of Mefhelemiah was porter 
of the door of the tabernacle of the congregation. 

22 Allthefe which were chofen to be porters in the 
gates were two hundred and twelve. Thefe were 
reckoned by their genealogy in their villages, whom 
David and Samuel the feer did ordain in their fet office. 

23 So they and theirchildren bad the overfight of the 
gates of the houfe of the Lorn; namely, the honfe of 
the tabernacle, by wards. 

24 In four quarters were the porters, toward the 
eat, weft, north, and fouth. ; 

25 And their brethren, which were in their villages, 
qere to come after feven days from time to time with 
them. 

; 26 For thefe Levites, the four’ chief porters, were 
in ¢Leir fet oflice, and were over the chambers and trea- 
juries of the houfe of God. , 

27 And they lodged round about the honfe of Gad, 
becaufe the charge cas upon them, and the opening 
thereof every morning pertained to them. 

28 And certain of them had the charge of the minif- 
tering veffels, that they fhould bring them in and out 
by tale. 

29 Some of them alfo were appointed to overfee the 
veffels, and al] the initruments of the fanétuary, and 
the fine flour, and the wine, and the oil, and the frank- 
ineenfe, and the fpices. 

30 And fome of the fons of the pricfts made the 
ointment of the fpices. 





11 Lhe ruler of the houfe of God.| Or, a ruler in the houfe of God; 
for he was not the high-prieft, nor the principal ruler, but one in great 
authority under him. 

19 Keepers of theentry.] Thofe who took care of the court, that none 
fhould enter into it but fuch as the law allowed. : 

22 Whom David ad Sannel the feer did ordain, &c.] As Samuel had 
projected ; and David carried into execution. : 

23 Namely. the honfe of the tabernacle, &c.] Built for the worfhip 


of God, till the temple was finifhed. 
35 Aud ix Gibeon davelt, &e.} The narrative of the defcent and fa- 


mily of Saul is here repeated, the better to conne¢t with it the hiftory 
that follows concerning the death of that king. 
GewniraLr‘Rerrections on Chap, IX. 
The regular manner of claffing the Levites indicates to us, that God 
No. 31. : 


firftborn of Shallum the Korahite, had the fet offices 50,Kc6 


over the things that were made in the pans. 

32 And other of their brethren, of the fons of the 
Kohathites, were over the fhewbread, to prepare z# every 
fabbath. 

_. 33 And thefe are the fingers, chief of the fathers of 
the Levites, eho remaining in the chambers were free: 
for they were employed in that work day and night. 

34 Thefe chicf fathers of the Levites were chief 
throughout their generations; thefedwelt at Jerufalem. 

4 And in Gibeon dwelt the father of Gibeon, 
Jehiel, whofe wife’s name was Maachah : 

36 And his firtborn fon Abdon, then Zur, and 
Kifh, and Baal, and Ner, and Nadab, 

_.37 Ana Gedor, and Ahio, and Zechariah, and 
Mikloth. 

38 And Mikloth begat Shimeam. And they alfo 
dwelt with their brethren at Jerufalem, over againft 
their brethren. 

39 And Ner begat Kifh; and Kifh begat Saul; and 
Sau] begat Jonathan, and Malchi-fhua, and Abinadab, 
and Efh-baal. 

40 And the fon of Jonathan was Merib-baal: and 
Merib-baal begat Micah. , 

41 And the fons of Micahwere, Pithon, and Melech, 
and Tahrea, and Ahax. ; 

42 AndAhaz begat Jarah; and Jarah begat Alemeth, 
and Azmaveth, and Zimri; and Zimri begat Moza ; 

3 And Moza begat Binea; and Rephaiah his fon, 
Eleafah his fon, Azel his fon. 

44 And Azel had fix fons, whofe names are thefe, 
Azrikam, Bocheru, and Iihmael, and Sheariah, and 
Obadiah, and Hanan: thefe were the fons of Azcl. 


CHAP. X. 

I Saul’s overthrow and death: 8 The Philifiines triuns she 
11 The kindnefs foewn by the men of Fabefb-gilead to- 
ward Saul and his fons. 13 Saul’s fin: for which the 
kingdom was tranfiated from him to David. 

OW the Philifines fought againft Ifrael; and 
the men of Ifrael fed from before the Philiftines, 
and fell down flain in mount Gilboa. 

2 And the Philittines followed hard after Saul, and 
after his fons; and the Philittines flew Jonathan, and 
Abinadab, and Malchi-fhua, the fons of Saul. 

And the battle went fore againft Saul, and the 
archers hit him, and he was wounded of the archers. 

4 Then faid Saul to his armourbearer, Draw thy 
{word, and thruft me through therewith ; left thefe 
uncircumcifed come and abufe me. But his armour- 
bearer would not; for he was fore afraid. So Saul 
took a fword, and fell upon it. 

And when his armourbearer faw that Saul was 
dead, he fell likewife on the fword, and died. 

6 So Saul died, and his three fons, and all his houfe 
died together. : 

7 And when all the men of Jfrael that were in the 
valley fawthat they fled, and that Saul and his fons were 
dead, then they forfook their cities, and fled; and the 
Philiftines came and dwelt ia them. 

8 & Andit came to pafs on the morrow, when the 
Philiftines came to ftrip the flain, that they found Saul 
and his fons fallen in mount Gilboa. 

9 And 





expefts orderly difcipline in his church, as well as fpiritual and in- 
ternal worfhip; and from the diligence ufed by the Ifraelites in re- 
building the temple after the captivity, we are taught, that when God 
youchfafes us any fignal deliverance, we fhould teftify our gratitude 
by every aét of holy obedience to him. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X. 


1 Nowu the Philiftines, &c.] This hiftory (related alfo in 1 Saz-. 
xxxi.} is here repeated in order to introduce the hiftory of David, (for 
that is principally intended in the remainder of this book) who, upon 
the death of Saul, was advanced to the crown. 

7 In the valley, &c.] That is, the towns in the open country, which 
were not fortified. 
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g And when they had ftripped him, they took his 
head, and his armour, and fent into the Jand of the 
Philiftines round about, tocarry tidings unto theiridols, 
and to the people. 

10 And they put his armour in the houfe of their 
gods, and faftened his head in the temple of Dagon. 

11 @ And when all Jabefh-gilead heard all that the 
Philiftines had done to Saul, 

12 They arofe, all the valiant men, and took away 
the body of Saul, and the bodies of his fons, and 
brought them to Jabefh, and buried their bones under 
the oak in Jabefh, and fafted feven days. 

13 @ So Saul died for his tranfgreflion which he 
committed againfl the Lorn, even againit the word of 
the Lorn, which he kept not, and alfo for afking coznfel 
of one that had a familiar Spirit, to enquire of 7; 

14 And enquired not of the Lorn ; therefore he 
flew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the fon 
ot Jeffe. 

CHAP. XI. 


1 David by gencral confent is made king over [raclat lic- 
bron. 4 He winneth the caftle of Zion from the feou- 
Sites: Joab for his valour 1s made chief: David's prof 
perity through God's bleffing. 10 Acatalosue of Devil's 
mighty men, wilh their principal atchievements. 


TYNHEN all Ifvacl gathered themfelves to David 
4. unto Hebron, faying, Behold, we are thy bone 
and thy flefh. 

2 And moreover in time paft, even when Saul was 
king, thou wef? he that leddett out and broughtedt in 
frac]: and the Loxp thy God faid unto thee, ‘Thou 
fhalt feed my people Uracil, and thou fhalt be ruler over 
my people Hfracl. 

3 Therefore came all the elders of Ifracl to the king 
to Hebron ; and David madea covenant with them in 
Kiebron before the Lory; and they anointed David 
king over Ifracl, according to the word of the Loxo 
by Samucl. 

4 And David and all Ifracl went to Jerufalem, 
which 7s Jebus; where the Jebuiites cee, the inhabi- 
tants of the land. 

g And the inhabitants of [cbus faid to David, Thon 
thalt not come hither. Nevertheleis David took the 
caftle of Zion, which zs the city of David. 

6 And David faid, Whofoever {mitcth the Jebulites 
firtt thall be chicf and captain. So Joab the fon of 
Zeruiah went firft up, and was chiet. 

7 And David dwelt in the catile; therefore they 
called it the city of David. 

@ And he built the city round about, even from 
Millo round about: and Joab repaired the reft of the 
city. 

. So David waxed greater and greater: for the 
Lorn of hofts ceas with him. 

to & Thefe alo are the chief of the mighty men 


‘-whom David had, who ftrengthened themfelves with 


him in his kingdom, and with all Ifrael, to make him 
king, according to the word of the Lorn concerning 
Ifrael. 

rt And this zs the number of the mighty men whom 
David had; Jafhobecam, an Hachmonite, the chief of 
the captains: he lifted up his {pear againft three hun- 
dred flain /y 5im at one time. 

12 Andafter him was Eleazar the fon of Dodo, the 
Ahohite, who was ove of the three mightics. 

13 He was with David at Paf-dammim, and there 





Gexnerat Reruinrerrons on Chap, X. 


In this chapter we are taught, that they who forfake God and his ways, 
and perfift in their rebellions, will 3n the end involve themfelyes and 
their adherent: in mifery and ruin. 


COMMENTARY axnp NOTES on CHAP, XI. 


1 Then all Lfrael gathered themfelves to David, &c.] After the death 
of Ifhbofheth, when David had reigned over Ifrael feven years and fix 
xponths in Hebron, 


os 


the Philftines were gathered together to batth:, wherg Ue: +: 
was a parcel of ground full of barley : and the pcople © 


fled from before the Philifiines. 

ry And they fet themfdves in the midft of 4700 
parcel, and delivered it, and flew the Phuiftines; and 
the Lorp faved them by a great deliverance. 

15 Now three of the thirty captains wene doven to 
the rock to David, into the cave of Adullam ; and the 
hoit of the Philiftines encamped in the valley of e- 
phaim. 

16 .ind David cas then in the hold, and the 
Hitines’ gariifon coz then at Beth-lehem. 

17 And David Ienged, and faid, Oi that one would 
give me drink of the water of the well of Beth-lshem, 
that 7s at the gate! 

10 And the three brake through the heft of the 
Puilillines, and drew water out of the well of Beth. 
lehem, that <vas by the gate, and took 7#, and brouaht 
wto David: but David would not drink <f it, bus 
poured it out to the Loxn, 

tg And taid, My God forbid it me, that) fiowt 
do this thing: fhall I drink the blood of (hate mien tn. 
have puttheir livesin jeopardy? tor with é 2 - 
of their lives they brought it. ‘Vherefare be wend’ 
Jhele things did there three michricn. 
ry 


Pli- 





aes 
Bot 
drink it. ty 

2o And Abifhai the brother of Jo, he was ebb 
of the three: for lifting up his (Perr ansaid Ghee iea - 
dreu, he flew de, and bad a naineamong Che thre: 


21 Of the three, he was more heneurable thin ¢ 
two; for he was their captain: howbeiihe attabainm : 
to the ff? three. 

22 Benaiah the fon of Jehciada, the fon of i 





man of Kabzecl, who had dene mianeacte; hoiter ty 
Hionkike men of Moab: elfo he went 
lion ina pit ina frowy dav. 

23 snd he flew an Egyptian, aman of ered? finture, 


down aud few .. 


a . ai 

five cubits high; andin the Myyptiaws und cry a 
Tpear hke a weaver’s bear; sudhe weat down to hing 
with a ftalf, and plucked the fpear out of the Prey p- 
tian’s hand, and fiew him with hisown fpear. ie 

24 Thefe things did Benaiah the fon of foheiadsa, and 
had a name among the thive michtics. 

25 Behold, Jie was honourabis wnens the thirty, 
but attained not to the 2 three: and David fee hiia 
over his guard. 

26 Alfo the valiant men cf the armies seere, * 
the brother of Joab, Elhanan the fon of Dodo of 
Iehem, 

27 Shamoth the Haror‘te 

28 Ira the fon of lkkeih 
Antothite, 

2g Sibbecai the Hufhathite, Hai the Ahohite, 

30 Maharai the Netophuthite, Hele th. fon of Ba- 
anah the Netophathite, 

a1 Ithai the fon of Ribai of Gibeah, foot pertained 
to the children of Benjamin, Benwah the Virathonie, 

32 Hurai of the brooks of Gaafh, Abielthe Arbathite, 

33 -\zmaveth the Baharumire, Iliahba che Shaal- 
bonite, 

34 The fon of Hathem the Gizonite, Jonathan the 
fon of Shage the Hararite, 

35 -\hiam the fon of Sacar th 
fou of Ur, 

36 Wepher the Mecherathite, Al:jjah the Pelonite, 

37 Hezro the Carmelite, Nasrithe ton of Eubx 

38 Joel the brother of Nathan, Mibhar the ton of 
Hagegcert, 
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elfarcrite, Eiphal the 
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39 Zelele 





AO 


3 Acodding ty the cvnd cf the Le d by Samuel] Vhefe words are here 
added, to fhew how the people came to Know that God told David that 
he fhould govern Ifrael. Samuel deciared it tohim, and doubdefs pub- 
lithed it among the peuple. 

33 Feel the briather of Nathav, &c.| In z Sam. xsiit. 36. Joel is 
called Igal, and faid to be the fon of Nathau. But co account for this 
is eafy: for he might be both, if he was his adopted fon for want of 
children ; the word ‘* fon” often figmfying no more than a nephew, as 
the word * brother’? doth one of near a-Kin. 


GENERAL 


tirempendine erate sine ie teene on: memes tenes eee narra ert tenet 
one 


David made king over Ifracl at Hebron. 1. CHRONICLES. 1 
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ji Uriah tie siictite. /abad the don of Abi, 


a2 Adinathe fun ef Shiai the Reubemie, a captain 
of the Reubenites, and thicry wich lam. 

aq ifanan the fon ci Muaachah, and jofhaphat 
Mithnite, 

sq Uaesia the Afliterathite, Shama and Jchiel the 
fons of Tlothan the Arecrite, 

4s Jodiacl the donot Shimri, and Joha his brother, 
thie vi : 

ahi toad e. and Jenbai, and Jofhaviah, 
the fonseof Envi. end ithmah rhe Moabite, 

a7 dchel, aad Good. and Jatel the Mesobaite. 
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abd fol the Saftetuite, 

Dalbe, ainightv man among 

Sepeyrana fetenmahy, and Ja- 

Cast hw S vo Crederatinize, 
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soho. 
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‘s they feparated Giemifelves unto 
he voldancs men of meeht, 
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anfoamen of worot dor the bate, that could: handle 
fhield and tia lice w faces ceere Uthe the faces of 
ions. il corre as dwt be recs upon the miountars 5 

Gd) ver the iii Geib thefecond, Elab the third, 

Lo Me fourth, Poaenuab the tireh, 

zi itt Piel tae jevernth, 

a2 Jehanan tee 1, Hinabad the ninth, 

ye fetendabh the tenth, Siichbanr the cleventh. 

bey Vhele sce. atthe t. usat Gad, captains of the hoft: 


ene of the leatiscus over an 
ever athoutand, 

15 Phete ae they that tover jordan in the firft 
month, when it hact over flown all his banks; and they 
putto flight all / ef the values, doff toward the 
eait, and toward the will, 

16 And there came of the children of Benjamin and 
Judah to the hold unto David. 

17 And David went ont to meet them, and anfwered 
and fakl unto them, if ye be come peaceably unto me 
to help me, mine heart thall be uit unto you: but if 
ge fe cue to betray toe Lo mine enemies, feeing there is 
no wrong in minelends, tie God of our tathcis look 
tlereon, and rebuke 74. 


hunudied, cad the greacelt 


Wil 
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Ginrrat Rerioeerrons on Chap. XI. 

From the conduct of David we may Jearn, that they who fuffer patiently 
in a good caufe. will in the end be crowned with honuur; and thar 
we ought to deay ourfeives the gratifications of fenfe, when incon- 
fiftent with our cuty on the fafety of others, 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHLAP. NIL 
» Now theje are they that came te David, &c.] Vere is an honour- 
able mention made of thofe perfons, who (pitying David's condition 
when forced to five from the rage of Saui) joined bim ingis exile: they 
are omitted in the book of Samuel. 
15 DAesje are they thar went czy Fordau ix the fr month, waren it had 
everfsawn all his baucs, &C.]  Vhey ventured over Jordan in the moit 











cols coos Chief 


BS Phen Che tpirit caine upon Amafai, 
of the ceptains, 22/2 4. Phineure owe, David, and 


pon thy Le, thou ion of [efie: peace, peace de unto 


thee, and peace ée to thine helpers: for thy God helpeth 
thee. Lhen David received them, and made then 
captains of the band. 

rg ..nd there tell jene of Manaffeh to David, when 
he came with the Philittincs againft Saul to battle: but 
they helped them net: for the lords of the Philiftines 
upon adyiement tent him away, faying, He will fall 
to his mafter Saul to (he jeepardy of our bedds. 

20 As he went to Zikiag, there fell to him of Ma- 
naflch, -\dnah, and Jozabad, and Jediael, and Michael, 
and Jozabad, and Elihu, and Zilthai, captains of the 
thoufands that czere of Manafich. 

21 And they helped David againft the band 6f rhe 
rovers ¢ for they eere all mighty men of valour, and 
were captains in the hoft. 

22 Vorat fhat time day by day there cameto David 
to help him, until :t was a great hoft, like the hott of 
Grod. 

23 9 And thefe are the numbers of the bands that 
were ready armed to the war, ard came to David to 
Hebron, to turn the Kingdom of Saulto him, accord- 
ing tothe word of the Loxp. 

24 ‘Phechildren of fucah that bare fhicld and fpear 
severe ix thoufand and cight hundred, ready armed to 
the war. 

25 Of the children of Simeon, mighty men of va- 
lour for the war, feven thoufand and one hundred. 

26 Of tne children of Levi four thoufand and fix 
hundred. 

og And Jehoiada ceas the leader of the Aaronites, 
and with him cere threc thoufand and feven hundred 5 

28 And Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, and 
of his father’s houle twenty and two captains, 
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oy An dof che chil@ren of Benjamin, the kindied of 


Saul, thive thovtand : for hitherto the greateft part of 
tnem had keptihe ward of the honfeot Saul. 

go aul ofthe children of “.phraim twenty thoufand 
and cigit huodred, mighty:men of valour, famous 
throughovt the houfe of their fathers. 

3. And of the half tribe ef Manafleh eighteen thou- 
fand, which were expreffed by name, to come and 
make David king. 

2 And of the children of Mfachar, which were men 
that had underftariding of the times, to know what 
Hracl ought to do; the heads of them were two hun- 
dred; andail their brethren cere at their comimandment. 

33 Of Zebulun, fuch as went forth to battle, expert 
in war, With allinitrunicnts of war, fifty thoufand, which 
could kecp rank: ¢/ey cere not of double heart. 

34. And of Naphtali a thoufand captains, and with 
them with fhield and {pear thirty and feven thoufand. 

35 And of the Danites expert in war twenty and 
eight thoufand and fix hundred. : 

36 And of Ather, fuch as went forth to battle, ex- 
pert in war, forty thouiand. 

37 And on the other tiie of Jordan, of the Reu- 
benites, and the Gadites, and of the half tribe of Ma- 
nafleh, with all manner of inftruments of war for the 
battle, an hundred and twenty thoufand. 2 

38 All thefe men of war, that could keep rank, came 
with a perfect heart to Hebron, to make David king 

over 








ern SE 


dangerous feafon, and perhaps fwam over, when the ftream was moft 
rapid and violent, to help their brethren. ; 

18 The fprvie cane upan smafar, &c.} God infpired him with an 
intrepid boldnefs to profefs, in the name of his companions, their 
fidelity to David, in fuch pathetic words as convinced him they were 
really his friends. 

27 ehoiada was the header of the Aarsnites, &ce.] The chief com- 
mander of thofe of the family of Aaron, who came to invite Aaron to 
take upon him the government, 

32 Of the children of Ifachar, which were men that had underflanding 
of the tinic, &C.) ‘The beit explication of this p2ffage is, that they 
were men who were well verfed in political affairs, and knew what was 
mott proper to be done in all exigencies of human life, as the words 
immediately following fufliciently indicate. 

GENERAL 
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The ark fetched from Kirjath-jearim. 1. CHRONICLES. David's two vittories over the Philiftines, 
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over all lirael: and all the reft alfo of Ufrecl were of one 
heart to make David king. 

g And there they were with David three days, eat- 
ing and drinking: for their brethren had prepared for 
them. 

40 Moreover they that were nigh them, even unto 
Iffachar and Zebulun and Naphtali, brought bread on 
affes, aad on camels, and on mules, and on oxen, and 
meat, meal, cakes of figs, and bunches of raifins, and 
wine, and oi], and oxen, and fheep abundantly: for 
there was joy in Mfrael. 


CHAP. XIIl. 


1 David fetcheth the ark with great folemnity from Kir- 
jath-jearim. 9 Usza being finitten, the ark is left at 
the houfe of Obed-edom. 

ND David confulted with the captains of thou- 
fands and hundreds, azd with every leader. 

2 And David faid unto all the congregation of Irael, 
If it feem good unto you, and that zt be of the Lorp 
our God, let us fend abroad unto our brethren every 
where, hat areleftinall the land of Ifrael, and with them 
alfo to the priefts and Levites which are in their cities 
and faburbs, that they may gather themfelves unto us: 

3 And let us bring again the ark of our God to us: 
for we enquired not at it in the days of Saul. 

And all the congregation faid that they would do 
fo: for the thing was right in the eyes of all the people. 

5 So David gathered all Ifracl together from Shihor 
of Egypt even unto the entering of HWemath, to bring 
the ark of God from Kirjath-jearim. 

6 And David went up, and all Ifrael, to Baalah, 
that is to Kirjath-jearim, which belonged to Judah, to 
bring up thence theark of God the Lorp, that dwelleth 
between the cherubims, whofe name is called on 7/. 

7 And they carried the ark of God in a new cart 
out of the houfe of Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio 
drave the cart. 

8 And David and all Ifrael played before God with 
all their might, and with finging, and with harps, and 
with pfalteries, and with timbrels, and with cymbals, 
and with trumpets. : 

9 Ff And when they came unto the threfhingfloor of 
Chidon, Uzza put forth his hand to hold the ark; 
for the oxen ftumbled. 

1o And the anger of the Lorp was kindled againft 
Uzza, and he {mote him, becaufe he put his hand to 
the ark: and there he died before God. 

it And David was difpleafed, becaufe the Lorp 
had made a breach upon Uzza: wherefore that place 
is called Perez-~uzza to this day. . 

12 And David was afraid of God that day, faying, 
How fhall I bring the ark of God some to me? 

19 So David brought not the ark home to himfelf 
to the city of David, but carried it afide into the honfe 
of Obed-edom the Gittite. 

14 And the ark of God remained with the family 
of Obed-edom in his houfe three months. And the 
Lorp bleffed the houfe of Obed-edom, and all that-he 
had. 





Generab REFLEC TroNns on Chap. XII. 


From the providential care taken of David, we may fay, Bleffed are 
they around whom arc the everlafting arms of the Almighty, who can 
make every thing fubfervient to his defigns ; and hence we may.in- 
fer, that if we are the real fervants of God, we hail find reft in him 
when all temporal afflictions have an end. 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. XIII, 


2 ae that it be of the Lor! our Ged, &c.] Agreeable to his will and 
urpofe. 
. - Let us bring again the ark] ‘The firft care of this pious prince was 
about religion. 

We enquired not at it in the days of Saul.) They were not folicited 
in the days of Saul to finda ‘fit place for the refidence of the ark of 
God, where they might conveniently attend upon his worfhip and 
fervice ; for they were hindered by perpetual wars, and contented thern- 
felves with Gibeon, where the tabernacle was, though without the 


prefence of God in ir. 
3 





f the enemy were difperfed there like waters. 





CHAP. XIV. 

1 Hiram fendeth timber and builders to David. 2 The 
profperity of David’s kingdom. 3 His additional wives 
and children after bis acceffion to the kingdom. 8 Lis 
two fignal vidiories over the Philifiines. 

N OW Hiram king of Tyre fent meffengers to Da- 

vid, and timber of cedars, with mafons and ciu:— 


f penters, to build him an houfe. 


2 © And David perceived that the Lorp had con- 
firmed him king over Hrael, for his kingdom was lifted 
up on high, becaufe of his people Ifract. 

3 YF And David took more wives at Jerufalem: and 
David begat more fons and daughters. 

4 Now thefe are the names of dis children which he 
had in Jerufalem; Shammuah, and Shobab, Nathan, 
and Solomon, 

5 And Ibhar, and Elifhua, and Elpalet, 

6 And Nogah, and Nepheg, and Japhia, 

7 And Elifhama, and Beeliada, and Eliphalet. 

8 § And when the Philiftines heard that David was 
anointed king over all Hfrael, all the Philitlines went 
up to feck David. And David heard of if, and went 
out againg them. 

y And the Philiflines came and {pread themfelves in 
the valley of Rephaim. 

ao And David enquired of God, faying, Shall I go 
up againft the Philiftines? and wilt thou deliver chem 
into mine hand? And the Lorp faid unto him, Go 
up; for I will deliver them into thine hand. 

11 So they came up to Baal-perazim; and David 
fmote them there. Then David faid, God hath broken 
in upon mine enemics by mine hand like the breaking 
forth of waters: therefore they called the name of that 
place Baal-peraziin. . 

12 And when they had left their gods there, David 
gaveacommandment, and they were burned with fire. 

13 And the Philiftines yet again fpread themfelves 
abroad in the valley. 

14 Therefore David enquired again of God; and 
God faid unto him, Go not up after them ; turn away 
from them, and come upon them over againft the mul- 
Derry trees. 

a5 -\nd it fhall be, when thou fhalt hear a found of 
going in the tops of the mulberry trees, tHat then thou 
thalt go out to battle: for God is gone forth before 
thee to finite the hoi of the Philittines. 

16 Davil therefore did as God commanded him: 
and they {more the hoft of the Philiftines from Gibcoa 
even to Gazer. 

17 And the fame of David went. out into all lands; 
and the Lorp brought the fear of him upon all nations. 


CHAP. 

1 David, having prepared a place for the ark, ordereth 

the priefis and Levites to bring it from tie houfe of 

Obed-edom. 25 The foleninity is attended hy David and 

all Tireel with great demonfirations of joy. #9 Michal 
defpifeth David for dancing before the ark. 


xV 


AND 





GENERAL ReFLecTions on Chap. AIIL 


From the defire of David to bring the ark to Jerufalem, where he was 
peaceably fettled on the throne, we may Jearn, that it is the duty of 
princes to promote the true worthip of God, who will blefs thofe who 
draw nigh to him with fincerity, and becoming reverence. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. XIV. 
9 Came and fpread themfelves, &c.] This phrafe of fpreading them- 


f -felves feems to import that they were very numerous, and affured them- 
4 {elves of victory. 


11 Baal perazim, &c.| ‘That is, «© the valley of divifions,” becaufe 
Gencr'at Rerrections on Chap. XIV. 


This chapter, among other ufeful leffons, teaches us, from the king of 
Tyre’s fending, prefents to David, that when a man’s ways pleate the 
Lord, he makes his very enemies to become friends, and to be at 


eace with him. 
* ms COMMEN®EARY 
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. David prepareth to bring up the ark to Zion. CHAP. XV. XVI. 


ND David made him houfes in the city of David, 
and prepared a place for the ark of God, and 


pitched for’ it a tent. 


Srefore 
CHRIST 
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2 Then David faid, None ought to carry the ark of 


God but the Levites’: for them hath the Lorp chofen 
to carry the ark ofGod, and to minifter unto him for ever. 


3 And David gathered all Ifrael together to Jerufa- 
lem, to bring up the ark of the Lorp unto his place, 


which he had prepared for it. 


4 And David affembled the children of Aaron, and 


the Levites: 


5 Of the fons of Kohath; Uriel the chief, and his 


brethren an hundred and twenty : 


6 Of the fons of Merari; Afaiah the chief, and his 


brethren two hundred and twenty : 

7 Of the fons of Gerfhom; Joel the chief, and his 
‘brethren an hundred and thirty: 

8 Of the fons of Elizaphan; Shemaiah the chief, 
and his brethren two hundred: ; 

g Of the fons of Hebron; Eliel the chief, and his 
brethren fourfcore : 

10 Of the fons of Uzziel-: Amminadab the chief, 
and his brethren an hundred and twelve. 

11 And David called for Zadok and Abiathar the 
prieits, and for the Levites, for Uriel, Afaiah, and Joel, 
Shemaizh, and Eliel, and Amminadab, : 

12 And faid unto them, Yeare thechief of the fa- 
thers of the Levites: fanctify yourfelves, both ye and 
your brethren, that ye may bring up the ark of the Lorp 
God of Ifrael unto the place that I have prepared for it. 

13 For becaufe ye did zt not at the firft, the Lorp 
tur God made'a breach upon us, for that we fought 


him not after the cue order. pot 
14 Sothe priefts and the Levites fanétified themfelves 


to bring up the ark of the Lorp God of Ifrael. 


- -1g And the children of the Levites bare the ark of - 


God upon their fhoulders with the ftaves thereon, as 
Mofes commanded according to the word of the Lorp. 

16 And David fpake to the chief of the Levites to 
appoint their brethren Zo de the fingers with inftruments 
of mulick, pfaiteries, and harps, and cymbals, founding, 
by lifting up the voice with joy. 

17 So the Levites appointed Heman the fon of Joel; 
and of his brethren, Afaph the fon of Berechiah ; and 


of the fons of Merari their brethren; Ethan the fon of- 


Cufhaiah ; 
18 And with them their brethren of the fecond de- 


gree, Zechariah, Ben, and Jaaziel, and Shemiramoth, 


‘and Jechiel, and Unni, Eliab, and Benaiah, and Maa- 


feiah, and Mactithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, 


and Obed-edom, ard Jeicl, the porters. : 
19 So the fingers, Heman, ‘Afaph, and Ethan, were 
eppanted to found with cymbals of brafs ; , 

.20 And Zechariah, and Aziel, and Shemiramoth; 
‘and Jechiel, and Unni, and Eliab, and Maafeiah, and 
Benaiah, with pflalteries on Alamoth ; 

21 snd Mattithiah, and Elipheleh, and Mikneiah, 
and Obed-edom, and Jeiel, and Azaziah, with harps on 
the Sheminith to excel. 


22 And Chenaniah, chief of the Levites, was for: 
fong: he inftructed about the fong, becaufe’he was 


thilful. 
23 And Berechiah and Elkanah were doorkeepers 


for the ark. 


rn ee eet 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XV. 


. 2 Nore cught to carry the ark of God but .the. Levites, &c.] The 
former mifcarriage had taught David to ufe the ark with more re- 
" “verence, ‘and rake care that the Levites, according to the exprefs pre- 
cept of the law, fhould bear it on their fhoulders. 
"16 Sonnding, by lifting .up the esice with joy.) Singing fo loud 
that all migit hear, and have their hearts lifted up with joy in God. 
29° Dazid seas cluhed with a robe of fine linen, &e.] By this 
perhaps may be underltood, that David put off his royal robes, and 
put on thot of 2 perfon bencath his rank. : 


Gewerat Re¥rectrons on Chap. XV, 
2 


From the Levites being appointed to bring up the ark, we may learn, 
+ that none bue true minifters fhould take upon them the facred 


No, 32. 


* 


fi and Elfab, arid Benaitah, and 









| David's fefiival facrifice. 





24 And Shebaniah, and Jehofhaphat, and Nethaneel,” Before 


and Amafai, and Zechariah, and Benaiah, and Eliezer, 

the priefts, did blow with the trumpets before the ark 

of God: and Obed-edom and Jehiah were doorkeepers 
for the ark. 

25 ¥Y So David and the elders of Ifrael, and the cap- 
tains over thoufands, went to bring up the ark of the 
covenant of the Lorp out of the houfe of Obed-edom 
with joy. 

_26 And it came to pafs, when God helped the Le- 
vites that bare the ark of the covenant of the Lorp, 
that they offered feven bullocks and feven rams. 

27 And David wes clothed with a robe of fine linen, 
and all the Levites that bare the ark, and the fingers, 
and Chenaniah the mafter of the fong with the fingers: 
David alfo ad upon him an ephod of linen. 

28 Thus all Ifrael brought up the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Lorp with fhonting, and with found of 
the cornet, and with trumpéts, and with cymbals, mak- 
ing a noife with pfalteries and harps. 

29 @f And it came to pafs, as the ark of the cove. 
nant of the Lorp came to the city of David, that Mi- 
chal the daughter of Saul looking out ata window faw 
king David dancing and playing: and the defpifed him 
in her heart. 

CHAP. “XVI. 

1 David's feftival facrifice, and liberality to the people. 4 
He appointeth a band of fingers and mufic to praife the 
LORD. 7 The pfalm of thankfeiving. 37 He ape 
pointeth minifters, porters, priefts, and muficians, to at- 
tend continually on the ark. 

NO they brought the ark of God, and fet it in the 
S midit of the tent that David had pitched for it: 
and they offered burnt facrifices and peace offerings be- 
fore God. 

2 And when David had made an end of offering the 
burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he blefled the 
people in the name of the Lorn. 

3 And he dealt to every one of Ifrael, both man and 
wonian, to every one a loaf of bread, and a good piece 
of flefh, and a dagon of wine. | 

4 9 And he appointed certain of the Levites fo mi- 
nifter before the ark of the Lorp, and to record, and 
to thank and praife the Lorp God of Ifrael : 

5 Afaph the chief, and riext to him Zechariah; and 
Jetel, and Shemiramoth, and Jehicl, and Mattithiah, 

bed-edom: and Jcicl 
with pfalteries and with harps; but Afaph madea found 

with cymbals ; . 

6 Benaiah alfo and Jahaziel the priefts with trumpets 
continually before the ark of the covenant of God. 

77 Then on that day David delivered firft this p/aln 
to thank the Lorp into the hand of Afaph and his 
brethren. 

8 Give thanks unto the Logo, call tipon his name, 
make known his deeds among the people. 

9 Sing unto him, fing pfalms unto him, talk ye of 
all his wondrous works. 

1o Glory yein hisholy name: let the heart of them 
rejoice that feek the Lorn. 

11 Seek the Lorp and his ftrength, feek his face 


continually. : : 
12 Remember 





office; and that the prefence of God is always the ground of the 
believer’s joy; 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


7 Then ox that day David delivered ff? this pfaln, &c.] Or, 
as it may be tranflated, This David ordained in the firit place at thar 
time; i.e. he then ordered that God fhould be praifed by Afaph and 
his affiftants in the following manner. 

8 Gree tharrks unto the Lord, &c.] This hymn is taken from 
Pfalm \xvi. and cv; which David had compofed before this time; 
wherein the divine pertections are beautifully fet forth, that the peo- 
ple might be excited to fear, love, and obey God. 

11 Seek the Lord and his firength, &c.] Senfible of your own 
weaknefs, depend upon his power for help. 

B 20 When 


$ 


CHRIST 
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David's pfalm of thank feiving. 


‘y2 Remember his marvellous works that he hath 
done, his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth; 
_ 13 Oye feed of Ifrael his fervant, ye children of 
Jacob, his chofen ones. . 

14 He is the Lorpvour God; his judgments are in 
all the earth, 

15 Be ye mindful always of his covenant ; the word 
which he commanded to a thoufand generations ; 

16 Even of the covenant which he made with Abra- 
ham, and of his oath unto Ifaac; 


17 And hath confirmed the fame to Jacob for alaw, 


and to Ifrael for an everlafting covenant. 


18 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Canaan, } 


the lot of your inheritance ; 


19 When ye were but few, evera few, and ftrangers | 


in it. 


20 And cwhenthey went from nation to nation, and | 


from one kingdom to another people; 


a1 He fuffered no man todo them wrong: yea, he 


reproved kings for their fakcs, 
22 Saying, Touch not mine anointed, and do my 


prophets no harm. 


23 Sing unto the Lorp, all the carth; fhew forth § 


from day to day his falvation. 


24 Declare his glory among the heathen i his mar- | 


sellous works among all nations. 


25 For great is the Lorn, and greatly to be praifed : | 


he alfo 7s to be feared above all gods. 


26 For all the gods of the people are idols : but the 


Lorp made the heavens. : 


27 Glory and honour are in his prefence; firength § 


and gladnefs are in his place. 


28 Give unto the Lorn, ye kindreds of the people, : 


give unto the Lorp glory and ftrength. 


29 Give unto the Lorn the glory due unto his name: | 
bring an offering, and come before him: worfhip the § 


Lorp in the beauty of holinefs. 


o Fear before him, all the earth: the world alfo | 


fall be ftable, that it be not moved. 


31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth re- [ 
joice : and let mcn fay among the nations, The Lorn | 


reigneth. 


32 Let the fea roar, and the fulnefs thercof: let the § 


fields rejoice, and all that 7s therein. 


33 Then fhall the trees of the wood fing out at the 
prefence of the Lorn, becaufe he cometh to judge the | 


earth, 


34 O give thanks unto the Lorp; for he is good; 


for his mercy exdureth tor ever. 


35 And fay ye, Save us, O God of our falvation, | 


gad gather us together, and deliverus from the heathen, 
that we may give thanks to thy holy name, and glory 
in thy praife. 

.36 Bleffed be the Lorp God of Ifrael for ever and 
ever. 
Lore. . 

37 ¥ So he left there before the ark of the covenant 


of the Lorp Afaph and his brethren, to minifter before § 


the ark continually, as every day’s work required : 


38 And Obed-edom with their brethren, threefcore § 
and eight ; Obed-edom alfo the fon of Jeduthun and | 


Hofah ¢o,be porters: 


39 And Zadok the pricft, and his brethren the 
priefts, before the tabernacle of the Lorpin the bigh | 


place that was at Gibeon, | 
40 To offer burnt offerings unto the Lorp upon 


pa carrer erecta NT 


20 When they cent from natin: 19 nation, &e.} When they wan- § 


dered up and down from one country -to another, having no fettled 
dwelling- place. 
26 The Lord made the heavens. } 
thens worfhip, the fun, moon, and ftars. 
32 The fulness therexf, &e.| 
its {welling to the very tops of the fhores and bunks. : 


Genera Rerrecrions on Chap. XVI. 
We may learn from this fong to pruife, with David, the power, juf- 
* tice, and poodnefs of Gad, which appear in the dcliverances he 


“1. CHRONICLE 


And all the people faid, Amen, and praifed the } 


‘Vhofe rere gods which the hea- 


By the fulnefs of the fea, is meant § 





5. 
the altar of the burnt offering continually morning and 
evening, and éo do according to all that is written in the 
law of the Lonp, which he commanded Mrael ; 

40 And with them Hensan and Jeduthun, and the 
reft that were chofen, who were exprefled by name, to 
give thanks to the Lorn, becaufe his mercy endureth 
for ever 3 ; ; 

42 And with them Heman and Jeduthun with trum- 
pets and cymbals for thofe that fhould make a found, 
and with mufical inflruments of God. And the fons 
of Jeduthun were porters. 

43 And allthe people departed every man to his 
houte: and David returned to blefs his houtle. 


CHAP. XVI. 


1 Nathan, firft approving David's purpife ta build God 
an boufe, 3 afterward by the word of the LORD for- 
biddeth it, but wilh affurance of favour, 11 and a pro- 
nife of efpecial blefings in his feed. 16 David's prayer 
and thankf{giving. 

N OW it came to pafs, as David fat in his houfes 

that David faidto Nathan the prophet, Lo, Idwelk 
in an houfe of cedars, but the ark of the covenant of 
the Lorp remaineth under curtains. 

2 Then Nathan faid unto David, Do all that zs ia 
thine heart; for God ¢s with thee. 

3 4 And it came to pafs the fame night, that the 
word of God came to Nathan, faying, 

4 Go and tell David my fervant, Thus faith the 
Lorp, Thou fhalt not build mean houfe to dwell in: 

5 Fer I have not dwelt in an houfe fince the day 
that I brought up Ifrael unto this day ; but have gone 
from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle fo another. 

6 Wherefoever I have walked with all Ifrael, fpake 
I a word to any of the judges of Ifrael, whom I com- 
manded to feed my people, faying, Why have ye not 
built mc an houfe of cedars ? 

7 Now therefore thus fhalt thou fay unto my fervant 
David, Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, I took thee from 
the {heepcote, even from following the fheep, that thou 
fhouldeft be ruler over my people Ifrael : 

8 And I have been with thee whitherfoever thon haft 
walked, and have cut off all thine enemies from before 
thee, and have made thee a name like the name of the 
great men that ave in the earth. 

9 Alfo I will ordain a place for my people Hrael, and 


-will plant them, and they fhall dwell in their place, 


and fhall be moved no more; neither fhall the children 
of wickednefs wafte them any more, as, at the be- 
ginning, - 

1o And fince the time that I commanded judges fo 
be over my people Ifsael. Moreover I will fubclue all 
thine enemies. Furthermore] tell thee that the Lorp 
will build thee an honfe. 

11 4 And it fhall come to pafs, when thy days be 
expired that thou muft go fo de with thy fathers, that 
I will raife up thy feed after thee, which fhall be of thy 
fons; and I will eftablifh his kingdom. . 

12 He shall build me an houife, and I will ftablifh 
his throne for ever. 


He propofeth to build God an houfe 


Before 
CHRIST, 


4042," 


13 I will be-his father, and he fhall be my fon: and ; 


I will not take my mercy away from him, as ] took i# 
from him that was before thee: | 

14 But I will fettle him in mine houfe and in my 
kingdom for ever : and his throne fhall be eltablifhed 


for evermore. 
. 15 According 


a ee 


grants.to thofe that fear him; and likewife fee the miferable con- 
dition of the ungodly; fince that when they are in diftrefs, there 
js none to deliver them; and when they cry to the Lord, he will 
not hear them. ‘ 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 


14 J quill fettle him in mine houfe and in my kingdom for ever, &c.} 
In 2 Sam. vii.. 16. it is faid, ‘* thine houfe and thy kingdom,” 
which fufficiently proves that this principally belongs to the Meffiah, 
of whom David was only a type.or figure, , 

B ers ; 37 And 





Before © 1 According to aJl thefe words, and according to 
call this vifion, fo did Nathan fpeak unto David. 


1@40. 


“mine houfe, that thou haft brought me hitherto? 


‘16 G And David the king came and fat before the 
Lorp, and faid, Who am 1, O Lorp God, and what és 


-17 And yet this was a {mall thing in thine eyes, O 
God; for thou haft a/fo fpoken of thy fervant’s houfe 
for a great while to come, and haft regarded me ac- 
cording to the eftate of a man of high degree, O Lorp 
God. 

"18 What can David /peak more to thee for thé ho- 
nour of thy fervant? for thou knoweft thy fervant. 

19 O Lorop, for thy fervant’s fake, and according 
to thine own heart, haft thou done all this greatrefs, in 
making known all ¢he/e great things. 


20 O Lorn, there 7s none like thee, neither zs there 
f 


any God befide thee, according to all that we have heard 
with our ears. ; 

2x And what one nation in the earth is like thy peo= 
ple Ifrael, whom God went to redeem /6 be his own peo- 
ple, to make theea name of greatnefs and terriblenefs, 
by driving out nations from before thy people, whom 
thou haft redeemed out of Egypt? 

22 For thy people Ifrael didft thou make thine own 
people for ever; and thou, Lorp, becameft their God. 
. 23 Therefore now, Lorn, let the thing that thou 
haft fpoken concerning thy fervant and concerning his 
honfe be eftablifhed for ever, and do as thou haft faid. 

24 Let it even be eftablifhed, that thy name may be 
magnified for ever, faying, The Lorp of hofts zs the 
God of Ifrael, even a God to Hrael: and /t the houfe 
of David thy fervant de eftablifhed before thee. 

.. 25 For thou, O my God, haft told thy fervant that 
thou wilt build him an houfe: therefore thy fervant 
hath found iz-his heart to pray before thee. 

26 And now, Lorp, thou art God, and haft promifed 
this goodnefs unto thy fervant: 

- 27-Now therefore let it pleafe thee to blefs the houfe 
of thy fervant, that it may be before thee for ever: for 
thou bleffeft, O Lorn, and it /hail be bleffed for ever. 


CHAP. XVII. 


1 David fubdueth the Philiftines, and maketh the Moabites 
tributary. 3 He fmiteth Hadarezer and the Syrians. 
9 Tou king of Hamath fendeth his fon with prefents to 


blefs David, who dedicateth the prefents, and the fpoil | 


which he had taken, to God. 
in Edom. 


officers. 

OW after this it came to pafs, that David fmote 
the Philiftines, and fubdued them, andtook Gath 
and her towns out of the hand of the Philiftines. 

2 And he {mote Moab; and the Moabites became 
David’s fervants, and brought gifts. 

3 YF And David fmote Hadarezer king of Zobah 

unto Hamath, as he wet to ftablifh his dominion by 
the river Euphrates. ’ 
_ 4 And David took from him a thoufand chariots, 
and feven thoufand horfemen, and twenty thoufand 
footmen: David alfo houghed all the chariot Lorfes, 
but referved of them an hundred chariots. 

5 And when the Syrians of Damafcus came to help 


13 He putteth garrifons 


Hadarezer king of Zobah, David flew of the Syrians | 


two and twenty thoufand men. 





19 And haft regarded me according to the cfate of a man of high 
dane, &c.] Vittorinus Strigellius thinks that the Hebrew words 


will bear this tranflation, Thou haft looked upon me in the form of | 


aman, who art in the higheft the -Lord God: which he looks.upon 
asa prophecy of the Meffiah, who was réally the Lord God, but ap- 
peared in the form of aman. ; 


Generar Rerrectrons on Chap. XVII 


In imitation of the piety-and refignation of David, let us be dif- 
pofed to blefs the Lord at all times, even though he denies out 
requefts, 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 


1 Gath and her towns, &c.] In 2 Sam. viii. 3. it is faid, that 
David took Metheg-ammah oat of ‘the hand of ‘the Philittines ; 








14 His good reign ; a lift of bis principal 





~ 6 Then David put ga-rifons in-Syria-damafcus ; and 


the Syrians becdme David's fervanis, and brought gifts. 
Thus the Lorp preférved David whitherfoever he went: 

7 And David took thé thields of gold that were on 
the fervants of Hadarezei; and brought them to Je- 
rufalem: ; ‘ 


8 Likewife from Tibhath, atid from Chun, tities of 


Hadatezer, brought David vety much brafs, wherewith 
Solomon made the brafen fea, and the pillars, and the 
veffels of brafs. 

9 § Now when Tou king of Hathath heard how 
David had {mitten all the hoft of Hadarezer 
Zobah ; 

1o He fent Hadoram his fon to king David, to eti< 
quire of his welfare, and to congratulate him, becanfe 
he had fought againft Hadatezer; and fmitten him ; 
(for Hadarezer had war with Tou ;) and with him all 
manner of veffels of gold-and filver and brafs. 

i1 Them alfo king David dedicated unto the Lorn, 
with the filver and the gold that he brought from alk 
thefe nations; from Edom, and trom Moab, and from 
the children of Ammon, and from’ the Philiftines, and 
from Amalek. 

12 Moreover Abifhai the fon of Zeruiah flew of the 
Edomites in the valley of falt eighteen thoufand. 

13 2 And he put garrifons in Edom; and all the 
Edomites became David’s fervants. ‘Khus the Lorp 
preferved David whitherfoever he went. 

14 F So David reigned over all Hiact, and executed 
judgment and juflice among all his people. 

15 And Joab the fon of Zerniah was over the hott 
and Jehofhaphat the fon of Ahilud, recorder. 

16 And Zadok the fon of Ahitub; and Abimelech the 
fon of Abiathar, were the priefts; and Shaviha was fcribej 

17 And Benaiah the fon of Jeheiada was over the 
Cherethites and the Pélethites; and the fons of David 
were chief about the king. : 

CHAP. XIX. ; 
1 David's ambaffadors, fent to comfort Hanun for his fa- 
ther's death, are difgracefully treated. 6 The Ammonites 

Srengthened by the Syrians, are overcome by Foab and 

- Abifbai. 16 Hadarexer fendeth a new army of Syrians, 
under Shobach, which 1s defeated by David, and their 
general flain ; whereupon the kings who were fubjec? to 

Syria become fervants to Lfrael. 


OW it came to pafs after this; that Nahafh the 
king of the children of Ammon died, and his 
jon reigned in his ftead. oe : 

2 And David faid, I will few kindnefs unto Hanun 
the fon of Nahath, becaufe his father fhewed kindnefa 
tome. And David fent meffengers to comfort him con:. 
cerning his father. So the fervants of David came into 
the land of the children of Ammon to Hanun, to com- 
fort him. ; 

3 But the princes of the children of Ammon faid to 
Hanun, Thinkeft thon that David doth honour thy fa. 
ther, that he hath fent comforters unto thee? are not. 
his fervants come unto thee for to fearch, and to overs 
throw, and to fpy out the land? oe ; 

4 Wherefore Hanun took David’s fervants, and 
fhaved them, and cut off their garments in the midit 
hard by their buttocks, and fent them away. 

5 Ther 





which are all one in Abarbinel’s account, who takes Metheg-ammah 
for a region or province, which comprehended Gath and her towns, 

it Them alfo king David dedicated unto the Lord, &c.} He con- 
fecrated, or folemnly deputed them to this holy ufe, that it might 
not be lawful hereafter to employ them to any other. : 


Generar Rerrecrrons on Chap, XVIII, 

In this chapter the great piety of David is worthy of obfervation: 
he had it in his heart to build the temple of God: his willingnefs 
was accepted: for the Divine Being looks at the heart more than 
the outward act, , 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 
1 Nahafe the king of the children of Ainmon died, &e.] The 
teader is referred, for the whole of this tran{a¢tion, to z Sam. ii, 
: & Syriae 


king of 


Daviil’s prayer and thankfgiwing. CHAP. XVI. XIX. Hisainbajidorsil-treaied by Hantn-- 


Betore . 


CHRIsT 
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- The Syrians defeated by David: 


Before: 
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_§ Then there went certain, and told David how the 
men were ferved. And he fent to meet them : for the 
men were greatly afhamed. And the king faid, Tarty 
at Jericho until your beards be grown, and tex return. 

64 And when the children of Ammon faw that they 
had made themfelves odious to David, Hanun and the 
children of Ammon fent a thoufand talents of filverto 


hire them chariots and horfemen out of Mefopotamia, 


and out of Syria-maachah, and out of, Zobah. 

7 So they hired thirty and two thoufand chariots, 
and the king of Maachah and his people;. who came 
and pitched before Meceba. And the children of 
Ammon gathered themfelves together from their cities, 
and came to battle. 

8 And when David heard of it, he fent Joab, and 
all the hoft of the mighty men. 

_g And the children of Ammon camce.out, and put 
the battle in array before the gate of thecity: and the 
kings that were come were by themfelves in the field. 

¥0 Now when Joab faw that the battle was fet againft 
him before and behind, he chofe out of all the choice of 
Ifrael, and put ‘Hem in array againft the Syrians. 

rf And the refi of the peopic he delivered unto the 
hand of Abifhai his brother, and they fet them/elves in 
array againit the children of Ammon. 

12'And he faid, If the Syrians be too ftrong for me, 
then thew fhalt help me: but if the children of Ain- 
mon be too ftrong for thee, then I will help thec. 

13 Be of good courage, and Ict us behave ourfelves 
valiantly for our people, and for the cities of our God: 
and let the Lorn do that which 1s good in his fight. 

14 So Joab and the people that were with him drew 
nigh before the Syrians unto the battle; and they fled 
before him. 
| 45 And when the children of Ammon faw that the 
Syrians were fled, they hikewife fed before Abifhai his 
brother, and entered into the city. Then Joab came 
to Jerufalem. 

16 § And when the Syrians faw that they were put 
td the worfe before lirael, they fent mefiengers, and 
drew forth theSyrians that were beyond the river: and 
Shophach the captain of the hoft of Hadarezer went be- 
fore them. 

17 And it was told David; and he gathered al} 
Ifrzel, and paffed over Jordan, and came upon them, 
and fet the battle in array againit them. So when Da- 
vid had put the battle in array againft the Syrians, they 
fought with him. 

18 But the Syrians fled before Ifrael ; and David 
flew of the Syrians feven thoufand men which fought in 
chariats, and forty thoufand footmen, and killed Sho- 
phach the captain of the hoft. 

_ 1g And when the fervants of Hadarezer faw that. 
they were put to the worfe before Hrael, they made 
peace with David, and became his fervants: neither 
would the Syrians help the children of Ammon any 


more. 
CHAP. XX. 


1 Rabbah is taken and fpoiled, and the people thereof tor- 
tured. 4 Lbree giants flain by David's fervants in 


three feveral battles with the Philiftines. 


ND it came to pais, that after the year was ex- 
pired, at the time that kings go ont ¢o battle, 
Joab led forth the power of the army, and wafted the 





& Syria-maachah, &c-} In 2 Sam. ii. it is called imply Maachah, 
which was acity in the land of Camaan; and lyinge beyond Jordany 
on the borders of Syria, it obtained the name we here meet with, 
becaufe the people were in their manners more Syrians than Ca- 
naanites. 

4 So they hired thirty and two thonfand chariots, &c.] ‘They hired 
thirty and two thoufand men that fought in chariots; for in the book 
of Samuel it is exprefsly faid, that they hired twenty thoufand men 
from Zoba, and twelve thoufand of Ifhtob. 


Generat Reriecrions on Chap, XIX. 


We are taught from the conduct of David, to follow after peace, and 
holinefs alfo, without which no man fhall fee the Lord: : 


I. CHRONI€LES. | 


_ Rabbah is taken and Toole 


country of the children of Ammon, and came and be- Before 
fieged Rabbah. But David tarried at Jerufalem, And C#Rst 


Joab fmoté Rabbah, and deftroyed it. 


2035. 


2 And David took the crown of their king from off 1035, 


his head, and found it to weigh a talent of gold, and 
there were precious ftones in it; and it was fet upon Da- 
vid’s head: and he brought alfo exceeding much {poil 
out of the city. : 

3 And he brought out the people that <ere in it, 
and cut them with faws, and with harrows of iron, and 
with axes. Even fo dealt David with all the cities of 
the children of Ammon. And David and all the peo- 
ple returned to Jerufalem. ; 

49 And it came to pafé after this, that there arofe 
war at Gezer with the Philiftines; at which time Sib_- 
bechai the Hufhathite flew Sippai, ¢hat was of the chil-~ 
dren of the giant: and they were fubdued. 

And there was war again with the Philiftines; and 
Ejhanan the fon of Jair lew Lahmi the brother of Go- 
ie the Gittite, whofe fpear ftaff was like a weaver’s 

eam. ' 

6 And yet again there was war at Gath, where was 
a man of grea¢ ftature, whofe fingers and toes were four 
and twenty, fix o1 each hand, and fix on each foot : and 
he alfo was the fon of the giant. 

7 But when he defied Mfrael, Jonathan the fon of 
Shimea David’s brother flew him. 

8 Thefe were born unto the giant in Gath; and 
they fell by the hand of David, and by the hand of 


his fervants. 
CHAP. XXL 


1 David tempted by Satan forceth Foab to number Ifrael. 
5 The number is returned to the king. 7 God is dif- 
pleafed: David acknowledgeth his fault. 9 Gad being 


jent from God to propofe one out of three plagues to brs. 


choice, he choofeth the three days? peftilence. £4 Seventy 
thoufand in Ifrael being already cut off, the deftroying 
angel is fiayed over Ferufalem: 16 David on fight of 
the angel humbly intercedeth for the people. 1& By 
G.id’s direétion having bought Ornan’s threfling floor, 
he buildeth.an altar, and facrificeth : God fignifieth bis 
favour by fire from heaven, and flayeth the plague. 
28 He fecrificeth again in the fame place, being re- 
Strained from going to the altar at Gibeon for fear of 
the angel. 


A ND Satan ftood up againft Ifracl, and provoked 
David to number Ifrael. 

2 And David faid to Joab and to the rulers of the 
people, Go, number Ifrael from Beer-fheba even to 
Dan; and bring the number of them to me, that I may 
know if. 

3 And Joab anfwered, The JLorp make his people 
an hundred times fo many more as they de: but, my 
lord the king, are they not all my lord’s fervants? why 
then doth my lord require this thing? why will he be 
a caufe of trefpafs to Ifrael ? 

4 Neverthelefs the king’s word prevailed againit 
Joab. Wherefore Joab departed, and went throughout 
all Ifrael, and-came to Jerufalem. 

§ 4 And Joab gave the fum of the number of the 
people unto David. And all shcy of Hrael were a thou- 
fand thoufand and anhundred thoufand men that drew 
fword: and Judah was four hundred threefcore and ter 


thoufand men that drew fword. : 
6 But 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, XX, 


1 Itcameto paft, &c.| Sce 2 Sam: xi. 
4. $5 6, &c.] See the parallel to this at the end of 2 Sam. xxi. - 
Generat Rerreetrions on Chap. XX. 

The flaughter of the children of Ammon, who had bafely treated the 
fervants of David, fhews, that they who violate the laws of hofpi- 
tality will in time meet with deferved punifhment. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, XXI. 

I Satan frood up again? Ifrael, &c.} See commentary on 2 Sar: 

RXiV. 1. 

§ The fum of the nnmber of the peopl, &c.] See 2 Sam, xxiv. 9- 
and commentary on ver. 10. : : 
3 677 


1018, 


Tory. 





The people vifited by three days’ pefiilence. CHAP. XXII. David buyeth Ornan’s threfhingfloor. 
Jet my lord the king do that which is good in his ey2s: ‘Before 

Jo, 1 give thee the oxen a// for burnt offerings, and the one 
threfhing inftruments for wood, and the wheat for the a 

meat offering; I give it all. 

24 And king David faid to Ornan, Nay; but I will 
verily buy it for the full price: forI will not take that 
which zs thine for the Lorn, nor offer burnt offerings 
without coft. 4 

25 So David gave to Ornan for the place fix hun- 
dred fhekels of gold by weight. 

26 And David built there an altar unte the Lorp, 
and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and 
called upon the Lorn; and he an{wered him from hea- 
ven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering. 

27 Andthe Lorv commanded the angel; and he 
put up his {word again into the fheath thereof. 

28 § At that time when David faw that the Lorp 
had anfwered him in the threfhingficor of Ornan the 
Jebuifite, then he facrificed there. 

29 For the tabernacle of the Lorp, which Mofes 
made in the wildernefs, and the altar of the burnt offer- 
ing, were at that feafon in the high place at Gibeon. 

30 But David could not go before it to enquire of 
God: for he was afraid becaufe of the fword of the 
angel of the Lorp. 


CHA PL XXII. 


1 David foreknowing the place of the temple maketh large 
preparations for the building of it. 6 He infiructeth 
Solomon in the promifes made to him by God, and chargeth 
him with his duty in building the boufe. 17 He charzeth 

_ the princes of Ifrael to affift his for in the work. 

-f \HEN David faid, This ts the houfe of the Lorp 
-& God, and this 7s the altar of the burnt offering 

for Ifrael. a 
2 And David commanded to gather together the 

ftrangers that were in the land of Hrael; and he fet ma- 

fons to hew wrought ftones to build the houfe of God. 

3 And David prepared iron in abundance for’ the 
nails for the doors of the gates, and for the joinings ; 
and brafs in abundance without weight ; 

Alfo cedar trees in abundance : for the Zidonians 
and.they ef Tyre brought much cedar wood to David. 

5 And David faid, Solomon my fon #s young and 
tender, and the houfe that 7s to be builded for the Lorp 
muft be exceeding magnifical, of fame and of glory 
throughout all countries: 1 will ¢herefore now make 
Preparation for it. SoDavid-prepared abundantly be- 
fore his:death. 

6 | Then he called for Solomon his fon, and charged 
him to build an houfe for the Lorp God of Hfrael. 

7 And David faid to Solomon, My fon, as for me, 
it was-itt my mind to build an honfe unto the name of 
the Lorp my God: 

8 But the word of the Lorn came to the, faying, 
Thou haf fhed-blood abundantly, and haft made great 
wars: thou fhalt not build an houfe unto my name, 
becaufe thou haft fhed much blood upon the earth in. 
my fight. : Ye 
_ 9 Behold, a fon fhall be born to thee, who fhall be’ 
a mian of reft;,and I will give him reft from all his 
eneniiesFound about: for his name fhall be Solomon, and 


I will give peace and quietnefs unto Hirael in his days. 
1o He 


* favour, when they return to him with humility, and bave recourfe 
to his mercy in Chrift Jefus. 






























“Before 6 But Levi and Benjamin counted he not among 
nee them: for the king’s word was abominable to Joab. 
79%" 4 | And God was difpleafed with this things there- 
_fore he {mote Hrael. . 

_ 8 And David faid unto God, I have finned greatly, 
Becaufe I have done this thing: but now, I befeech 
thee, do away the iniquity of thy fervant ; for I have 
done very foolifhly. 

9 -Y: And the Lorp fpake unto Gad, David’s feer, 

.faying, 

10 Go and tell David, faying, Thus faith the Lorn, 
I offer thee three things : choofe thee one of them, that 
I may do #f unto thee. 

. 11 So Gad came to David, and faid unto him, Thu 
faith the Lorn, Choofe thee 

12 Eithef three years famine; or three months to be 
defiroyed before thy foes, while that the fword of thine 
-enemies overtaketh thee; or elfe three days the fword 
of the Lorp, even the peftilence, in theJand, and the 
angel of the Lorp deftroying throughout all the coafts 
of Iirael. Now therefore advife thyfelf what word I 
Shall bring again to him that fent me. 

13 And David faid unto Gad, Iam ina great firait: 
let me fall now into the hand of the Lorn; for very 
great are his mercies: but let me not fall into the hand - 
of man. 

14 4 So the Lorp fent peftilence upon Ifrael ; and 
there fell of Ifrael feventy thoufand men. 

15 And God fent an angel unto Jerufalem to deftroy 
it: and as he was deftroying, the Lorp beheld, and he 
repented him of the evil, and faid to the angel that de- 
ftroyed, It is enough, ftay now thine hand. And the 
‘angel of the Lorn ftood by the threfhingflooref Ornan 
the Jebuifite. 

16 & And David lifted up his eyes, and faw the 
angel of the Lorp ftand between the earth and the 
heaven, having a.drawn {word in his hand ftretched ont 
over Jerufalem. Then David and the elders of J/rael, 
coho were clothed in fackcloth, fell upon their faces. 

17 And David faid unto God, Js 7# not I that com- 
manded the people to be numbered? even I it is that 
have finned and done evil indeed; but as jor thefe, 
fheep, what have they done? let thine hand, I pray 
thee, O Lorp my God, be on me, and'on my father’s 
houfe; but not on thy people,. that they fhould be 
plagued. : 5 Sige ec 7 

18 @ Then the angel of the Lonp eommanded:Gad 
to fay to David; that David fhould-go up, and fet up 
‘sn altar unto the Lorn in the chréflingfluor of Ornan 


the Jebufite. 
1g And David went uf at the faying of Gad, which 
he fpake inthe name of the Lorp. .: ~. py 
zo And Ornan turned: back, and. faw the angel; 
and his four fons with him hid themfelves. Now Ornan 
was thrething wheat. es, 
2 And as David came to Ornan, Ornan looked. and 
faw David, and went out of the-threfhingfloor, and 
bowed himfelf to David with Ais face to the ground, 
22 “Then David faid to Ornan, Grant me the place 
of t4is threfhingfloor, that [may build an altar therein 
unto the. Lorn: thou fhalt grant it'me for the full 
price: that the plague may be fayed from the people. 
23 And Ornan faid unto David, Take :¢ to thee, and 


et ar rR Ed eC a PP Se RP POE 
6. The king’s ward vas: abominable to Foab.}. We here read, that 
Jpab did all this againf{ his will, and at Jatt the employment became’ 
3 dilsarecable to him, thar he was quite tired with it, and thege-. 
fore moft, probably broke off, before he took the -number of the 
tribes of Leviand Benjamin. . 3 
28 Then he facrificed there.}. He continued afterwards to offer 
his facrifices there, where there was fuch a manifeft appearance of ghe’ |, 
4ivirie prefence, and a teftimony of the acceptance of his facrifices: 
he therefore fuppofed he ought immediately to facrifice here, and, not 
defer it ti]1 he.could go to Gibeon. 
Generar Rerreetrrops on Chap, XXE 
‘The pardon God granted David, upon his repentance, and offering 
acrifice,, points out.to us, that though God chuftifes his people for, 
their tranfgreiliogs, yet he is appealed, and reinftates chem in his 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XML 


5 Solomon my fon ss young and tender, nnd the boufe that is to be 
builded fer the Lord muft be excceding maguifical, &c.] The mag- 
nificence of the ftructure required David’s care, to make what pre+ 
. paration he could for fuch an undertaking. 

8 Theu fealt. not brild an banfe unto my name, becanfe that kaft 
Saeed much blood, &e.] It did not fo well fuit with the divine majefty, 
to have an houfe built him by one who had fhed fo much blood, as 
by one who was to reign in peace and quietnefs; that_he might be 
the emblem of the king of peace, the Meffiah, the Lord of the 


church, who was prefigured in all fuch greas tranfactions. 
yo He 


On 52. 





"David's charge to Solomon. 





Before 
CHRIST 
“1087 


fOlg. 


1045. 


_ro He fhall build an houfe for my name; and he 
fhall be my fon, and | <er// be his father; and I will 
eftablith the throne of his kingdom over Hrael for ever. 


per thou, and build the houfe of the Lorp thy God, as 
he hath faid of thee. - ; 

12 Only the Lorn give thee wifdom and underftand- 
ing, and give thee charge concerning Ifrael, that thou 
-mayeft kcep the law.of the Lorp thy God. | 

13 Then fhalt thou profper, if thou takeft heed to 
fulGl the. ftatutes and judgments which the Lorp 
charged Mofes with concerning Ifrael: be Rrong, and 
of good courage; dread not, nor be difmiayed. 


11 Now, my fon, the Lorn be with thee ; and prof- 
4 


14 Now, bekold, in my trouble | have prepared for: 


the houfe of.the Lorp an hundred choufand talents of 
gold, and a thoufand thoufand talents of filver; and 
of.brafs and iron without weight; fort is in abun- 
dance: timber alfo.and ftone have I prepared ; and 
thou mayeft add thereto. : 

dance, hewers and workers of ftone and timber, and all 
manner of cunning men for every manner of work. 
.., 16. OF the gold, the filver, and the brafs, and the 
iron,, there 7s no number. Arife therefore, and be do- 
ing, and the Lorp be with thee. 


17 4 David alfo commanded all the princes of Ifrael] | 


to help Solomon his fon, -faying, ae ee 
- 18 Js not the Lorp your God with you? and hath 
he no# given you reft on every fide? for he hath given 
the inhabitants of the land into mine hand; and the 
land is fubdued before the Loz p, and before his people. 
19 Now fet your heart and your foul to feek the 
Lorp your God; arife therefore, and build ye the fanc- 
tuary of the Loxp God, to bring the ark of the cave- 
nant of the Lorn, and the holy veffels of God, into 
the houfe that is ta be built to the name of the Lorp. 


CHAP. XXIII. 


David in his old cge maketh Salomon king. 2 The 
nuniber and diftribution of the Levites. 7 The families 
of the Gerfhonites. 12 The fers of Kobath. 2x The 
_ fons of Merari. 24 The office of the Levites.- 
O when David was old and full of days} he made, 
Solomon his fon king over Ifrael. nd 
_ 2 4 And he gathered together all the princes of 
Ifrael, with the pricfts and the Levites. __ - es 
. 3 Now the Levites were numbered from the age of 
thirty years and upward: and their number by their 
polls, man by man, was thirty and eight thonfand. 

4 Of which, twenty and four thoufand. were to fet 
forward the work of the houfe of, the Lorp ;: and fix 
thoufand were oflicers and judges: : 

Moreover four thoufand were porters; and four 
thoufand praifed the Lorn with the inftruments whieh 
I made, fard David, to pratfe therewith. . ‘ 

6 And David divided them into courfes.among the 
fons of Levi, zamely, Gerfhon, Kohath, and Merari. .- 

7 & Of the Gerfhonites were, Laadan, and Shimei. 

'8 The fons of Laadan ; the chief cas Jehiel, and: 
Zetham, and Joel, three. ae ‘ 

9 The fons of Shimei; Shelomith, and Haziel, and. 
Haran, three. Thefe were the chief of the.fathers of. 
Laadan. ; aes iy os 





10 dle fhall be my fon, and I will be bis father, &c.] This can: 


belong to none, in the proper and full fenfe of the word, but to 
Chit alone; for Solomon reigned .but forty years; and after that 
his kingdom was torn in pieces; hence the author of the epiftle to 
the Hebrew’s applies them to Chrift, Hed. i. 5. 

14 40 buadred thoufand talents of géld, &c.]) Computed to amount 
to the immenfe farm of four hundred and fixty-one millions of money. 


Generar Reroercrirons on Chap. XXII. 


We have two important initruétions in this chapter: firft, that all 
» Chriftians, - efpecially -thofe in authority, who are bleffed with 
riches, fhould Jabour, ahove all things, to eftablifh and promote 
the true fervice of God, and his holy religion; and, fecondly, that 
the chief care of parents ought to be, to recommend piety fo their 
children, and infpise them with religious fentiments; for that this 
alone conftitutes the happinefs and profperity of families. 


15 Moreover fhere are workmen with thee in abun- . 





alone to offer the burnt facrifices. 


1o And the fons of Shimei were, Jahath, Zina, and 
Jeufh, and Beriah. Thefe four ere the fons of Shimei, 

rr And Jahath was the chief, and Zizah the fecond: 
but Jeufh and Beriah had not many fons; therefore 
they were in one reckoning, according to their father’s 
houfe. ! 

12 Y The fons of Kohath; Amram, Izhar, Hebron, 
and Uzziel, four. 

13° The fons of Amram; Aaron and Mofes: and 
Aaron was feparated, that he fhould fanctify the moft 
holy things, he and his fons for ever, to burn incenfe 
before the Lorp, to minitter unto him, and to blefs in 
his name for ever. . 

34 Now concerning Mofes the man of God, his fons 
were named of the tribe of Levi. 

’ 35 The fons of Mofes were, Gerfhom, and Eliezer. 
16 Of the fons of Gerfhom, Shebuel was the chief. 
17. And the fons of Eliezer were, Rehabiah the thief. 

And Eliezer had none other fons ; but the fons of Re- 
habiah were very many. 

18 OF the fons of Izhar; Shelomith the chief. 

19 Of the fons of Hebron; Jeriah the firft, Ama~ 
riah the fecond, Jahaziel the third, and Jekameam the 
fourth. : 

20 Of the fons of Uzziel ; Micah the firft, and Jefiah 
the fecond. 

21 4 The fons of Merari; Mahbli, and Mufhi. The 
fons of Mahli; Eleazar, and Kifh. 

22 And Eleazar died, and had no fons, but daugh- 
ters: and their brethren the fons of Kifh took them. 

‘23 The fons of Mufhi; Mahli, and Eder, and Jere- 
moth, three. 

- 24 J Thefe were the fons of Levi after the houfe of 

their fathers; eve the chief of the fathers, as they were 
counted by number of names by their polls, that did 
the work for the fervice of the houfe of the Lorn, from 
the age of twenty years and upward. 

* 25 For David faid, The Lorp God of Irae] hath 
given reft unto his people, that they may dwell in Je- 
rufalem for ever ; 

: 26 And alfo unto the Levites: they fhall no more 

carry the tabernacle, nor any veflels of it for the fervice 


thereof. :. - 


' 27 For by the laft words of David the Levites were 
numbered from twenty years old and above: 

28 Becaufe their office was to wait on the fons of 

Aaron for the fervice of the houfe of the Lorn, in the 
courts, and in the chambers, and in the purifying of 
all holy things, and'the work of the fervice of the houfe 
of God 3; : 
...29 Both for the fhewbread, and for the fine four for 
meat offering, and for the unleavened cakes, and for 
that which.is.baked in the pan, and for that which is. 
fried, and for all manner of meafure and fize; 

30 And to ftand every morning to thank and praife 
the Lokp, and likewife at even ; 

:. 31, And to offer.all burnt facrifices unto the Lory 
in the fabbaths, :in the new moons, and on the fet feafts, 
by number, :according to the order commanded unto 
them, continually before the Lorp: ‘ 
_.:32 And that-they fhould keep the charge of the ta- 
bernacle of the congregation, and the charge of te 
I hs EE gaat de oly 





COMMENTARY arv NOTES on CHAP. XXII. * 


1 He made Schimon -his fon king over Ifrael.) He declared’ him 
his fucceffor; but did not refign his throne to him, nor admit him. 
as his co-adjutor. vs 

4. Six thoufand were: officers and judges.]_Thavid takes cate to re- 
ftore the judicatures as a neceffary part of government; and having 
numbered the Levites, appointed them their certain’ bufinefs, which 
had been before unfettled and undetermined, employing them io 
both ecclefiaftical and civil ao : : ; 

14. Mofes the man-g od, bis fons were named of the tribe ¢ 
aos his is a cecibahe slices of the arsalice and uae 
of Mofes; who, though fo powerful a man, would not advance his 
fons to any dignity, but left them only Levites, fervants to the priefts. 

31 To offer all burnt facrifices unto the Lerd, &c.| To praife God 
at the time when the facrifices were offered: for it belonged to priefts 


GENERAL 


I. CHRONICLES. The families and offices of the Levites, 


Before 
CHRist 
* 1045. 


totst & 





% 4 scape mi gd nian : ea - - ey: ni PAs ee s 
’ The divifions of the fons of Aaron. CHAP. XXIV. XV. Tne number and offices of the fingers. 


2 Concerning Kehabiah: of the fons of Rehabiah, dere 


. 


" Before holy place, and the charge of the fons of Aaron their 
cHRIST brethren, in the fervice of the houfe of the Loro: 


101S> 


CHAP. XXIV. 

a The divifions of the fons of Aaron hy lot into four and 
twenty orders. 20 The remainder of the Kobathites, 
26 and the Merarites, divided by lot. 

Non. thefe are the divifions of the fons of Aaron. 

The fons of Aaron ; Nadab, ard Abihu, Eleazar, 
and Ithamar. 

2 But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, 
and had no children: therefore Eleazar and Ithamar 
executed the prieft’s office. 

3 And David difiributed them, both Zadok of the 
fons of Eleazar, and Ahimelech of the fons of Ithamar, 
according to their offices in their fervice. . 

4 And there were morechief men found of thefons of 


_Eleazar than of the fons of Ithamar; and thus were 


they divided. Among the fons of Eleazar there were 
fixteen chief men of the houfe of their fathers, and 


eight among the fons of lthamaraccording to the houfe 


of their fathérs. 

5 Thus were they divided by lot, of one fort with 
another; for the governors of the fanctuary, and gover- 
nors of the houfe of God, were of the fons of Eleazar, 
and of the fons of Ithamar. - 

6 And Shemaiah the fon of Nathaneel the feribe, 
one of the Levites, wrote them before the king, and the 
princes, and Zadok the prieft, and Ahimelech the fon 
of Abiathar, and Jefore the chief of the fathers of the 
priefts and Levites: one principal houfhold being taken 
for Eleazar, and ove taken for Ithamar. 

7 Now the firft lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the fe- 
cond to Jedaiah, 

8 The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 

9 The fifth to Malchijah, the fixth to Mijamin, 

zo The feventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 

a1 The ninth to Jefhuah, the tenth to Shecaniah, 

12 The eleventh to Eliathib, the twelfth to Jakim, 

_ 13 The thirteenth to Huppah, the fourteenth to 
Jefhebeab, 

14 The &fteenth to Bilgah, the fixteenth toImmer, 

15 The feventeenth to Hezir, the eighteenth to 
Aphtes, 

16 The nineteenth to Pethahiah, the twentieth to 
Jehezekel, 

17 The one and twentieth to Jachin, the two and 
twentieth to Gamul. 

18 The three and twentieth to Delaiah, the four and 
twentieth to Maaziah. 

19 Thefe were the orderings of them in their fervice 
to come into the houfe of the Lorn, according to their 
manner, under Aaron their father, as the Lorp God of 
Ifrael had commanded him. 

20 G And the reft of the fons of Levi were thefe. 
Of the fons of Amram; Shubael: of the fons of Shu- 


“pbael; Jehdeiah. 





Gewerat Rervectrions on Chap. XXIII, 


From the example of David, princes, and even private perfons of 
ability, are inflru¢ted to make fuitable provifion for the regular 
. and orderly worthip of God: they who do thus, with an eye to the 
lory of Gad, may depend on the moft febdftantial and permanent 
* bleflings from him. 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 


1 Thefe are the diwifions of the Sous of Aaron, &e.] David having 
dittributed the Levites into feveral courfes, now does the fame by the 
priefts, to avoid confufion among fuch large numbers. 

5 Thus were they divided by lot, &c.{ ‘Vhis method was taken, 

to remove all occafion of complaint, it being ordered by a divine 
difpofition, according to the cuftom of the moft carly ages. 
6 One’ principal houfbold being taken for Eleazar, ard one taken for 
Fthamar.| ‘The meaning is, that one of the principal families” of 
Eleazar was firft taken, and then one of Ithamar’s ; and after that one 
of Eleazar's again, and fo on by turns. 

19 Under Aaron their father, &c.| Under the infpeftion of the 
high-prieft, who, being the fucceffor of Aaron, is called by his name. 

31 The principal fathers over againfi their younger brethren.| The 
sneaning is, that the elder and younger had their places by lors, not 
by feniority of houfes. 





the firft was Isfhiah. 

22 Of theIzharites; Shelomoth: of the fons of She- 
lomoth; Jahath: 

23 And the fons of Hebron; Jeriah the frf, Amariah 
the fecond, Jehaziel the third, Jekameum the fourth. 

24 Of the fons of Uzziel ; Michah: of the fons of 
Michah ; Shamir. 

25 The brotherof Michah was Isfhiali: of the fons 
of Isfhiah ; Zechariah. 

26 ¥Y The fons of Merari were Mahli and Mufhi: 
the fons of Jaaziah; Beno. 

27 The fons of Merari by Jaaziah; Beno, and Sho- 
ham, and Zaccur, and Ibri. 

28 Of Mahli came Eleazar, who had no fons. 

29 Concerning Kifh: the fon of Kith was Jerahmeel. 

30 The fons alfo of Mufhi; Mahli, and Eder, and 
Jerimoth. Thefe were the fons of the Levites after the 
houfe of their fathers. ; 

. gt Thefe likewife caft lots over againft their brethren 
the fons of Aaron in the prefence of David the king, 
and Zadok, and Ahimelech, and the chief of the fathers 
of the priefts and Levites, even the ‘principal fathers 
over againft their younger brethren. © 


CHAP. XXxv. 


t Ihe number and offices of the fingers + 8 Their divifion 
4y lot into four and twenty orders. 


NUS hEer es David and the captains of the 
hoft feparated to the fervice of the fons‘of Afaph, 
and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who fhould prophefy 
with harps, with pfalteries, and with cymbals: and the 
number of the workmen according to their fervice was 

2 Of the fons of Afaph; Zaccur, and Jofeph, and 
Nethaniah, and Afarelah, the fons of Afaph under the 
hands of Afaph, which prophefied according to the 
order of the king. 

' g OF Jeduthun: the fons of Jeduthun; Gedeliah, 
and Zeri, and Jefhaiah, Hafhabiah, and Mattithiah, fix, . 
under the hands of their father Jeduthun, who prox 
ere with a harp, to give thanks and to praife the 

ORD. 

4 Of Heman: the fons of Heman; Bukkiah, Mate 
taniah, Uzziel, Shebuel, and Jerimoth, Hananiah, Ha- 
nani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Romamti-ezer, Jofhbeka- 
fhah, Mallothi, Hothir, azd Mahazioth : 

5 All thefe were the fons of Heman the king’s feer 
in the words of God, to lift up the horn. And God 
gave to Heman fourteen fons and three daughters. . 

6 All thefe were under the hands of their father for 
fong iz the houfe of the Lorn, withcymbals, pfalterics, 
and harps, for the fervice of the houfe of Gad, accord- 
ing totheking’sorderto Afaph, Jeduthun, and Heman, 

77 So the number of them, with their brethren that 
were inflructed in the fongs of the Lorp, even all that 
were cunning, was two hundred fourfcore and eight. 

: 8 J And 





Generar ReFxreetions on Chap. XXIV. 


The wife difpofition of the priefts and Levites by the appointment of 
David, affords an inftance of the goodnefs and condefcenfion of 
-God:towards his church, in providing minifters to warn, admonifh, 
comfort, nourifh, and edify it with refpeét to faith and practice. 


COMMENTARY axvo NOTES ox CHAP, XXV. 


1 And the captains of the bof] By “* the hoft’”’ we are to under- 
ftand the companies of pricfts that waited upon the fervice of God 
in the temple. s 

Who feould prophefy with harps] Should praife God and fing 
. pfalms, which David and other prophets compofed. 

| Lhe number of the workmen, Sic. | The number of the men of the 

miniftry ; i. ¢. thofe who miniftered in finging and playing upon 
iuftruments. 

2 Under the bands of Afaph, &c.] Under his direétion, as their 
precentor. ; 

5 To lift up the horn, &c.] Inthe temple they ufed alfo wind- 
mufic, which many think to have been trumpets made of horn, 

7 Two hundred fourfcore avd cight.] This was the whole number 
of thofe who were appointed to fing; and under the perfons before- 
mentioned, they were diftributed into feveral courfes, after the fame 
manner as the priefts had been, with whom they were to attend in 


theic ordes. 
34 


1015. 








The divifions of the porters. 


Before 
CHRIST 
ro1g. 


8 q And they catt lots, ‘ward againft ward,.as well 
the fmall as tlie great, the teacher as the fcholar. 

9 Now the firtt lot came forth for Afaph to Jofeph : 
the fecond to Gedaliah, who with his brethren and fons 


qere twelve: . . : < 
10 The third to Zaccur, 4e, his fons, and his bre- 


thren, were twelve: 


1x The fourth to Izri, 4e, his fons, and his brethren, 
were twelve: : 

" 12 The fifth to Nethaniah, de, his fons, and his bre- 

thren, were twelve: . 

* 13 The fixth to Bukkiah, 4c, his fons, and his bre- 

thren, were twelve: 

“14 The feventh to Jefharelah, 4e, his fons, and his 

brethren, were twelve: 

15 The eighth to Jefhaiah, 4e, his fons, and his bre- 

thren, were twelve: . 

16 The ninth to Mattaniah, 4e, his fons, and his bre- 
thren, were twelve: ; 
17 The tenth to Shimei, de, his fons, and his bre- 

thren, were twelve: . 
18 The eleventh to Azareel, se, his fons, and his 

brethren, were twelve: 

19 The'twelfth to Hafhabiah, de, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 
20 The thirteenth to Shubael, Ae, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 
2t The fourteenth to Mattithiah, 4e, his fons, and 
bis brethren, «ere twelve: 
e2 The fifteenth to Jeremoth, 4e, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 
23 The fixteenth to Hananiah, 4e, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 
24 The feventcenth to Jokbekafhah, de, his fons, 
and his brethren, were twelve: 
25 The eighteenth to Hanani, Ae, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 
-26 The nineteenth to Mallothi, 4e, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 
27 The twentieth to Eliathah, 4e, his fons, and his 
brethren, were twelve: 

’ 28 The one andtwentieth to Hothir, 4e, his fons, and 

his brethren, were twelve: : 
29 Thetwo and twentieth to Giddalti, 42, his fons, 

and his brethren, were twelve: 
30 The three and twentieth to Mahazioth, Le, his 
fons, and his brethren, were twelve: 
gt The four arid twentieth to Romamti-ezer, he, his 
fons} and his brethren, were twelve. 
CHAP. XXVI. 

1 The divifiens of ibe porters. 13 The gates affigned by 
lot. 20 The Levites that had charge of the treafures, 
29 Thofe that ere officers and judges. 

ONCERNING the divifions of the porters: 
Of the Korhites was Mefhelemiah the fon of 

Kore, of the fons of Afaph. 

2 And the fons of Mefhelemiah were, Zechariah the 
firftborn, Jediael the fecond, Zebadiah the third, Jath- 


‘niel the fourth, 


3 Elam the &fth, Jehonan the fixth, Elioenai the 
feventh. 

4 Morcover the fons of Obed-edom were, Shemaiah 
the firftborn, Jehozabad the fecond, Joah the third, and 
Sacar the fourth, and Nethaneel the &fth, 

5 Ammiel the fxth, Ifachar the feventh, Peulthai 
the eighth: for God blefled him. — 





8 And they caft hts, ward againi ward, &c.} That is, which 
ward or courfe of the fingers fhould anfwer to and attend on the firft 
ward or courfe of the priefts in their weekly fervice, and which the 
fecond, and fo on, 

Gexrran Rerrecsions on Chap. XXV. 

The excellent arrangerment of the fingers may ferve to denote, that 
none can worthily fing the praifes of God, but fuch as, by pure 
and upright bearts, are qualified for that. delightful employ. 
COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 

t Concerning the diztifions of the pesters] This was an office of 


~ [. CHRONICLES. 





6 Alo unto Shemaiah his fon were fons borns, that 
ruled throughout the houfe of their father: for they 
evere mighty men of valour. 

7 The fons of Shemaiah; Othni, and Rephael, and 
Obed, Elzabad, whofe brethren were {trong men, Elihu, 
and Semachizh. - 

8 All thefe of the fons of Obed-cdom: they and their 
fons and their brethren, able men for ftrengtl: for the 
fervice, were threefcore and two of Obed-edom. : 

g And Mefhelemiah had fons and brethren, itrong 
mep, eighteen. é ; 

19 Alfo Hofah, of the children of Merari, had fons; 
Simri the chief, (for though he was not the firftborn, yet 
his father made him the chief ;) 

11 Hilkiah the fecond, Tebaliah the third, Zechariah 
the fourth: all the fons and brethren of Hofa were 
thirteen. 

12 Among thefe were the divifions of the porters, 
even among the chief men, saving wards one againft an- 
other, to minifter in the houfe of the Lorp. 

33 FY And they caft lots, as well the fmall as the 
great, according to the honfe of their fathers, for every 

te. 

14 And the lot eaftward fell to Shelemiah. Then 
for Zechariah his fon, a wife counfellor, they caft lots; 
and his lot came out northward. 

15 To Obed-edom fouthward ; and to his {ens the 
houfe of Afuppim. 

16 To Shuppim and Hofah the lot came forth wett- 
ward, with the gate Shallecheth, by the caufeway of the 
going up, ward againft ward. 

17 Eaftward were fix Levites, northward foura day, 
fouthward four a day, and toward Afuppim two and 
two. 

18 At Parbar weftward, four at the caufeway, and 
two at Parbar. 

19 Thefe are the divifions of the porters among the 
fons of Kore, and among the fons of Merari. 

20 Y And of the Levites, Ahijah was over the trea- 
fures of the houfe of God, and over the treafures of the 
dedicated things. 

21 As concerning the fons of Laadan ; the fons of the 
Gerfhonite Laadan, chief fathers, evez of Laadan the 
Gerfhonite, were Jehieli. . 

22 The fons of Jehicli; Zetham, and Joel his bro- 
ther, cehich were over the treafures of the houfe of the 
Lorp. 

23 Of the Amramites, aud the Izarhites, the He~ 
bronites, azd the Uzzielites ; 

24 And Shebuel the fon of Gerfhom, the fon of 
Motes, was ruler of the treafures. 

25 And his brethren by Eliezer; Rehabiah his fon, 

and Jeihaiah his fon, and Joram his fon, and Zichri his 
fon, and Shelomith his fon. 
. 26 Which Shelomith and his brethren were over all 
the treafures of the dedicated things, which David the 
king, and the chief fathers, the captains over thou- 
fands and hundseds, and the captains of the hoft, had 
dedicated. ; 

27 Out of the fpoils won in battles did they dedicat¢ 
to maintain the houfe of the Lorp. 

28 And all that Samnel the feer, and Saul the fon 
of Kifh, and Abner the fon of Ner, and Joab the fon 
of Zerniah, had dedicated ; and whofoever had dedi- 
cated any thing, if was under the hand of Shelomith, and 
of his brethren. 

29 4 OF 





great dignity, and men of the firft quality were appointed to it, they 
having the charge of the holy things. 

The fons of Afaph.| This is not Afaph the mufician mentioned 
in the preceding chapter, but another called Eliafaph, and fome- 
times Jafaph, of the line of Kohath. ase 
“15 Lhe houfe of Afuppim.] Suppofed to fignify the treafury of 
the temple, or the place where the things that were dedicated were 
depofited. bel 1 acne ae 

16 By the cauferway of the going up, &e. t was by that afcent 
which Solomon Tee his oon paflage up from bis own houfe to 
the temple. 


4 2g For 


The cates affigned them oy lot. 





Before 


CHRIST 


wots, 





“The twelve captains for every months CHAP. XXVII. 


Before 
CARIST 
1035. | 


29 G Of the Izharites, Chendniah and his fons 
acere for the outward bufincfs over Ifrael, for officers 
and judges. . 

30 And of the Hebronites, Hafhabiah and his bre- 
thren, men of valour, a thoufand and feven hundred, 
were, officers among them of I{rael on this fide Jordan 
weftward in all the bufinefs of the Lornp, and in the 
fervice of the king. ~ . 

3t Among the Hebronites seas Jerijah the chief, 
even among the Hebronites, according to the genera- 
tions of his fathers. In the fortieth year of the reign of 
David they were fought for, and there were found 
among them mighty men of valour at Jazer of Gilead. 

32 And his brethren, men of valour, were two thou- 
fand and feven hundred chief fathers, whom king David 
made rulers over the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the 
half tribe of Manaffeh, for every matter pertaining to 
God, and affairs of the king. 


CHAP. XXVIL. 


1: Lhe twelve captains for every feveral month. 16 The 
princes of the twelve tribes. 23 The numbering of the 
people is hindered, 25 David's feveral officers. : 

OW the children of Ifrael after thcir number, 
to wit, the chief fathers and captains of thoufands 
and hundreds, and their officers that ferved the king 
in any matter of the courfes, which came in and went 
out month by month throughout all the months of the 
year, of every courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 

2 Over the firft courfe for the firft month was Jafho- 
beam the fon of Zabdiel: and in his courfe were twenty 
and four thoufand. 

3 Of the children of Perez was the chief of all the 
captains of the hoft for the firftmonth.: — 

4 And over the courfe of the fecond month was 
Dodai an Ahohite, and of his courfe was Mikloth alfo 
the ruler: in his courfe likewile were tweity and four 
rhoufand. 

5 hechird captain of the hoft for the third month 
was Benaiah the ion of Jehoiada, a chief prieft : andin 
his courfe were twenty. and four thoufand. ; 

6 ‘This is that Benaiab, who was mighty among the 
thirty, and above the thirty: and in his courfe was 
Ammizabad his fon. . . 

7 he fourth ceptain for the fourth month was Afa- 
hel the brother of Joab, and Zebadiah his fon after 
him: andin his courfe were twency and four thoufand. 

8 The fifth captain tor the fifth month was Sham- 
huth the Izrahite; and in his cuurfe were twenty and 
fuur thoufand. ; 

9 Vhe fixth captain for the fixth month was Ira the 
fon of Ikkefh the Tekoité: and in his courfe were 
twenty and tour thoufand. ; 

10 The feventh captain for the feventh month was 
Helez the Pclonite, of the children of Ephraim: and 
in his courfe were twenty and four thoutand. 

it The eighth captain for the eighth month was 
Sibbecai the tiufhathite, of the Zarhites: and in his 
courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 

12 The ninth captain for the ninth month was Abi- 
ezer the Anctothite, ot the Benjamites: andin his courfe 
were twenty and four thoufand. 





29 For the ourevarad bufinfz, &c.] That is, the bufinefs without 
Jerufalem, which belonged neither to the fingers nor the porters. 


Generat Rerrectrons on Chap. XXVI. 


Ey the care taken to fet apart what might be neceffary for the divine 

warfhip, and the treafure dedicated by divers eminent perfons 
_ for that important purpofe, we are taught to be liberal refpecting 

thie great work; that the caufe of God may bz promoted, well 

knowing that cur labour of love will not be in vain in the Lord. 

COMMENTARY axon NOTES ox» CHAP. XXVIL 

1 New the children of fiat, &c.] The ecclefiattical affairs being 
fettled, here is now an account given how the militia of the kingdom 
was difpofed, in order to render it ferviceable on all occafions. It 
was diftributed into twelve legions, each of them confifting of 
twenty-four thoufand men. . . 

5 7 chief prief, &c.] Or rather, chief prince, as the original often 
fignifies. ‘ 

No, 32. 


Lhe princes of the twelve tribes, 


13 Thetenth captain for the tenth month was Ma- Before 
hari the Netophathire, of the Zarhites: and in his CHRIST 


courfe were twenty and four thoufand. . 

14 The eleventh captain for the eleventh month was 
Benaiah the Pirathonite, of the children of Ephraim : 
and in his courfe were twenty and four thoufand. 

15 The twelfth captain for the twelfth month cas 
Heldai the Netophathite, of Othniel : and in his courfe 
were twenty and four thoufand. 

16 ¥ Furthermore over the tribes of Ifrael: the ruler 
of the Reubenites cogs Eliezer the fon of Zichri: of the 
Simeonites, Shephatiah the fon of Maachah: 

- x7 OF the Levitee, Hafhabiah the fon of Kemucel: of 
the Aaronites, Zadok: 

18 Of Judah, Elihu, one of the brethren of David: 
of Iffachar, Omri, the fon of Michacl: > 

19 Or Zebulon, Ifhmaiah the fon of Obadiah; of 
Naphtali, Jerimoth the fon of Azricl :: 

zo OF the children of Ephraim, Mofhea the fon of 
Azaziab: of the half tribe of Manaffch, Joel the fon 
of Pedaiah : 

21 Of the half tribe of Manaffch in Gilead, Iddo 
the fon of Zechariah : of Benjamin, Jaaliel the fon of 
Abner: 

22 Of Dan, Azareel the fon of Jeroham. Thefe were 
the princes of the tribes of Hracl. 

23 4 But David took not the number of them from 
twenty years old and under: becaufe the Lory had {aid 
he would increafe Mrael like to the {tars of the heavens. 

24 Joab the jon of Zeruiah began to number, but 
he finifhed not, becaufe there fell wrath for it againit 
Ifrael ; neither was the number put in the account of 
the chronicles of king David. 

25 And over the king’s treafures was Azmaveth the 
fon of Adie]: and over the ftorehoufes in the fieids, in 
the cities, and in the villages, and in the caftles, was Je- 
honathan the fon of Uzziah: : 

26 And over them that did the work of the field for 
tillage of the ground was Ezii the fon of Chelub: 

27 And over the vineyards was Shimci the Rama- 
thite: over the increafe uf the vineyards for the wine 
cellars was Zabdi.the Shiphmite: 

28 And over the olive trees and the fycamore trees 
that were in the low plains was Baal-hanan the Gede- 
rite: and over the cellars of oil wzs Joafh: o's 

29 And over the herds that fed in Sharon was Shi- 
trarthe Sharonite: and over the herds ‘that were in the 
vallies was Shaphat the fon of Adlai: 

30 Over the camels alfo was Obi) the Ifhmaelite: 
and over the afles was Jehdeiah the Meronothite : 

31 And over the fucks wes Jaziz the Haggerite. 
All thefe were the rulers of the fubftance which cas 
king David’s. . 

32 Alfo Jonathan David’s uncle was a counfeller,‘a 
wife man, anda fcribe: and Jehicl the fon of Hach- 
moni-was with the king’s fons: 

33 And Ahithophel was the king’s counfeller: and 
Huihai the Archite was the king’s companion: 

34 And after Ahithophel was Jehoiada the fon of 
Benaiah,-and Abiathar: and the general of the king’s 


army was Joab. 
CHAP. 





16 Furthermore over the tribes of Ifrael, &c.] Every tribe hada 
ruler, who had the chief authority among them under the king. 

17 The Aaroites, &c.] Not a diftinct tribe, but of a diitinét order 
from the reit of the Levites; and therefore had a peculiar chief to 
prefide over them. _ 

2z Of the tribes of Ifvacl.] It is obfervable, that Gad and Afher 
are omitted ; of which no certain account can be given, 

24. Neither was the number put in the account, &t.] The king be- 
ing fenfible of his error, would not have the account recorded in 
the regifters of the kingdom, . pl s 

33 The king's compamoz.] "That is, the king’s favourite. 


’ Genernat Rerrectrsons on Chap. XXVIL 
The chief thing obfervable in this chapter is, the fenfe David had 
of his error in numbering the people, which fhould be a leifon to 


us, that though God for Chritt’s fake, pardons our fins, yet we 
ought continually to have a fenfe of then, and walk humbiy with 


God on that account. J 
5D COMMENTARY 


1015. 


IOT 7s 


10156 


David's exhortation in a folemn affembly, 1. CHRONICLES. 





Before 


. CHRIST CHAP. XXVIII. 


19%5¢ y David in a folemn affembly, having declared God's efpe- 


cial favour toward him, and the promifes made to bis 
Jon Solomon, exborteth all in general to the fear of Gad. 
9 His particular charge to Salomon to ferve the LORD, 
and to build the temple. 11 He giveth him patterns 
Sor the form, and gold and filver for the materials. 20 


He encourageth him with affurances of divine and hu- 


man afifiance. 


A ND David affembled all the princes of Ifrael, the 


princes of thetribes, and the captains of thecom- 
panies that miniftered to the king by courfe, and the 
captains over the thoufands, and captains over the 
hundreds, and the ftewards over all the fubftance and 
poffeffion of the king, and of his fons, with the officers, 
and with the mighty men, and with all the valiant 
men, unto Jerufalem. 

2 Then David the king ftood up upon his feet, and 
faid, Hear me, my brethren, and my people: As for 
me, L 4ad im mine heart to build an houfe of reft for the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp, and for the footftool 
of our God, and had made ready for the building : 

3 But God faid unto me, Thou fhalt not build an 
houfe for my name, becaufe thou 4a/ff been a man of 
war, and haft fhed blood. 

4 Howbeit the Lorp God of Ifrael chofe me before 
all the houfe of my father to be king over Ifrael for 
ever: for he hath chofen-Judah éo de the ruler; and of 
the houfe of Judah, the houfe of my father; and among 
the fons of my father he liked me to make me king 
over all Ifrael : 

5 And of all my fons (for the Lorn hath given me 
many fons,) he.hath chofen Solomon my fon to fit 
Been the throne of the kingdom of the Lorp over If- 
rael. ' 

6 And he faid unto me, Solomon thy fon, he fhall 
build my houfe and my courts: for I have chofen him 
to be my fon, and I will be his father. 

7 Moreover I will eftablifh his kingdom for ever, if 
he be conftant to do my commandments and my judg- 
ments, as at this day. : 

8 Now therefore in the fight of all Ifrael the congre- 
gation of the Lorn, and in the audicnce of our God, 
keep and feek for all the commandments of the Lorp 
your God: that yg.may poffefs this good land, and 
leave 7¢ for an inheritance for your children after you 
for ever. : 

9 ¥f And thou, Solomon my fon, know thou the 
God of thy father, and ferve him with a perfect heart 
and with a willing mind: for the Lorp fearcheth all 
hearts, and underftandeth all the imaginations of the 
thoughts: if thou feek him, he will be found of thee; 
but if thou forfake him, he will caft thee off for ever. 

_ to Take heed now; forthe Lorp hath chofen thee 
to build an houfe for the fanétuary: be itrong, and 
do it. 

21 ¥ Then David gave to Solomon his fon the pat- 
tern of the porch, and of the houfes thereof, and of the 
treafuries thereof, and of the upper chambers thereof, 
and of theinner parlours thereof, and of the place of the 
mercy feat, 

’ 32 And the pattern of all that he had by the fpirit, 
of the courts of the honfe of the Lorn, and of all the 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on GHAP. XXVIII. 


2 David the king flood up upor his feet, and faid] We rofe up, 
both out of refpeét to fo great and honourable an affembly, and 
alfo that he might be the better heard. ait 

And fer the foitfiool of our God, &ce| "The divine glory fitting upon 
the wings of the cherubim, over the mercy feat, his fect, as we 
fpeak after the manner of men, refted upon: the ark; and therefore 
the ark is here called «© The footftool of God.” 

Know thou the God of thy father, &c.] To know God, is, in 
keripture language, to acknowledge and love him. 
- tz The pattern of all that beh 
all that was infpired into him. . 
18 Zhe charew of the gherubins, &C.] They are called *¢ The cha- 


ad by the fpirit, &c.] That is, of f 











chambers round about, of the treafuries of the houte of 
God, and of the treafuries of the dedicated things. 
13 Alfo for the courfes of the pricfts and the Levites, 
and for all the work of the fervice of the houle of the 
Lorp, and for all the veflels of fervice in the houfe of 
the Lorp. 
14 He gave of gold by weight for thiges of gold, 


{ for allinitruments of all manner of fervice ; {fuer alfa 


for all inftruments of filver by weight, for all inftru- 
ments of every kind of fervice: 

15 Even the weight for the candlefticks of gold, and 
for theirlamps of gold, by weight for every candlecitick, 
and for the lamps thereof: and for the candleflicks of 
filver by weight, ‘bath for the candleftick, and c/o for 
the Jamps thereof, according to the ufe of every can- 
dleftick. 

16 And by weight be gave gold for the tablcs of fhew- 


¥ bread, for every table; and /ikewi/e Giver for the tables 


of filver: 

17 Alfo pure gold for the Hefhhooks, and the bowls, 
and the cups: and for the golden bafons te gave gold by 
weight for every bafon; and /ikewife flver by weight 
for every bafon of filver: 

18 And for the alear of incenfe refined gold by 
weight; and gold for the pattern of the charivt of the 
cherubims, that fpread out idecr wings, and covered the 
ark of the covenant of the Lorp, 

19 All this, feid David, the Lorp made me under- 
ftand in writing by 4s hand upon me, even all the 
works of this pattern. - 

20 YF And David faid to Solomon his fon, Be ftrong 
and of good courage, and do 7f: fear not, nor be dif- 
mayed : for the Lorp God, even my God, will be with 
thee; he will not fail thee, nor forfake thee, until thou 
haft finifhed all the work for the fervice of the honfe of 
the Lorp. 

21 And, behold, the courfes of the priefts and the 
Levites, even they /ball be with thee for all the fervice of 
the houfe of God; and there /hall de with thee for all 
goanner of workmanship every willing fkilful mzn, for 
any manner of fervice : alfe the princes and all the peo- 
ple wl! be wholly at thy commandment. 


CHAP. XXIX. 


1 David by example and exhortation 6 caufeth the princes 
and people to offer willingly for the fervice of the temple. 
10 David’s thankfgiving and prayer. 20 The people 

* having bleed God, and facrificed, make Solemon hing 
the fecond time. 23 The profperity and majefly of Solo- 
mon’s reign. 26 David's reign aud death, 

eo David the king faid unto all the con- 

gregation, Solomon my fon, whom God alonehath 
chofen, zs yet young and tender, and the work is great: 
for the palace zs not for man, but for the Loan God. 
2 Now | have prepared with all my might for the 
houfe of my God the gold for thzs¢s to be niade of gold, 
and the filver for things of filver, and the hrafs for tAngs 
of brafs, theiron for things of iron, and wood for things 
of wood; onyx ftones, and frones to be fet, gliftering 
ftones, and of diverscolours. and all manner of precious 
ftones, and marble ftones in abundance. 


. orem 
and his charge to Solomom 


roreretie mr 5 ewan 


Pefoze 
CHRtsT 
to ts. 


3 Morcover, becaufe I have fet my aicction to the - 


houfe of my God, I have of mine own proper goed, of 
gold and filver, wobich I have given to the houfe of my 
: God, 





riot,” becaufe God is faid not only to fit, but alfo to ride upon the 
cherubims. Pfalz xviii. 10. 

10 The Lord made me urterfland in writizg by his hand upon rie, 
&c.] The Lord revealed it to him as diliinétly as if it had been 
written on his mind. 


Generar Rerrectrirons on Chap. XXVIT. 


Here is confpicuonfly difplayed the picty of a good prince, in the 
noble and earneit exhortations he grvcs to his fon and the people to 


keep the commandments of God, ani ferve him with uprightacts 
and cheerfulnefs of heart; thefe exhortations likewife concern us, 
for in the obfervation of thefe duties, truc religion, and the pure 


ferviee of God canfitt; therefore we fheuld take diligent heed to 


them. 
2 COMMENTARY 


David's thankfsiving and prayer. 


—_— 





Before God over and above all that I have prepared for the 


CHRIST 
wor je 


holy boufe, é 
4 Even three thoufand talents of gold, of the gold 


of; Ophir, and feven thoufand valents of refined filver, 


to overlay the wallsof the boufes eatha/]: 

‘5 The gold for thrzgs of gold, and the filver for 
things of filver, and forall manner of work to be made 
by the hands of artificers. And who /sheu is willing to 


confecrate his fervice this day unto the Lorp? 

6 & hen the chief of the fathers and princes of 
the tribcs of Ifrael, and the captains of thoufands and 
of hundreds, with the rulers of the king’s work, offered | 


willingly, 

7 Aud gave for the fervice of the houfe of God of 
gold tive thoufand talents and ten thoufand.drams, and 
of filver ten thoufand talents, and of brafs eighteen 
thoufand talents, and one hundred thonfand talents of 
iron. 

8 And they with whom precious tones were found 
gave them to the treafure of the houfe of the Lorp, by 
the hand of Jehiel the Gerfhonite. 

g Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered wil- 
lingly, becaufe with perfect heart they offered willingly 
to the Lorn: and David the king alfo rejoiced with 
great joy. 

10 &| Wherefore David bleffed the Lorp before all 
the congregation: and David faid, Bicfled de thou, 
Lorp God ‘of Tfrael our father, for ever and ever. 

11 Thine, O Loro, zs the greatnefs, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory, and the majefty: for 
all shat zs in the heaven and in the earth zs ¢hine ; thine 
7s the kingdom, O Lorn, and thou art exalted as head 
above all. 

12 Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou 
reigneftover all; and in thine hand zs power and might ; 
and in thine hand 7¢ ‘7s to make great, and to give 
itrength unto all. 

13 Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and 
praite thy glorious name. . 

14 But who am I, and what is my people, that we 
fhould be able to offer fo willingly after this fort ? for 
all things come of thee, and of thine own have we given 
thee. 

1$ For we a¢e ftrangers before thee, and fojourners, 
as were all.“ur fathers : our days on the earth are asa 
fhadow, and there is none abiding. 

16 O Lorp dur God, all this ftore that we have pre- 
pared to build thee an houfe for thine holy name cometh 
of thine hand, and 7s all thine own. 

17 I know alfo, my God, that thou trieft the heart, 
and haft pleafure in uprightnefs. As for me, in the 


re renee rele en Ere SSS A 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XXIX. 


4 Three thoufand talents of gold, &c.] The fom was probably 
reckoned by a fort of talents of Jefs value than the mofaic talents, 
for what David gave, chap. xxii. 14. and what i§ afterwards reckoned 
in this chupter, if valued by thefe talents, was enough wherewith to 
have built all the temple of folid filver. ; 

20 sind svorfbipped the Lord, and the king.} God with religious, 
the king with civil worthip. 

21 Sacrifices in abundance for aH Tfracl.] A great many peace 


CHAP. XXIX. 3 


uprightnefs of mine heart I have willingly offe:ed all Before. 


thefe things : and mow have I feen with joy'thy people, 
which are prefent here, to offer willingly unto thee. 

18 O Lorp God of Abraham, Ifaac, and of Ifrael, 
our fathers, keep this for ever in the imagination of the 
thoughts of the heart of thy people, and prepare their 
heart unto thee: 

19 And give unto Solomon my fon a perfeét heart, 
to keep thy commandments, thy teftimonies, and thy 
ftatutes, and to do all thee things, and to build the pa- 
lace, for the which 1 have made provifion. 

209 And David faid to all the congregation, Now 
biefs the Lory your God. ‘And all the congregation ~ 
bleffed the Lorp God of their fathers, and bowed 
ore their heads, and worthipped the Lorp, and the 

ing. 

21 And they facrificcd facrifices unto the Lorn, ard 
offered burnt offerings unto the Lorn, on the morrow 
after that day, even a thoufand bullocks, a thoufand 
rams, anda thoufand lambs, with thcir drink offer- 
ings, and facriGces in abundance for all Ifrael : 

22 And did eat and drink before the Lorn on that 
day with great gladnefs. And they made Solomon the 
fon of David king the fecond time, and anointed Lim 
unto the Lorp Zo 4e the chief governor, and Zadok to 
be prieft. : 

23 Y Then Solomon fat on the throne of the Lorp 
as king inftead of David his father, and profpered; and 
all Ifrael obeyed him. 

24 And all the princes, and the mighty men, and 
all the fons likewile of king David, fubmitted them-~ 
felves unto Solomon the king. 

25 And the Lorp magnified Solomon exceedingly 
in the fight of all Ifracl, and beftowed upon him fuch 
royal majetty as had not been on any king before him 
in Lfrael. 

26 GY Thus David the fon of Jefle reigned over all 
Ifrael. 

_ 27 And the time that he reigned over Ifrael was forty 
years; feven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirtyand 
three years reigned he in Jerufalem. 

28 And he died in a good old age, full of days, 
riches, and honour: and Solomon his fon reigned in 
his itead. 

29 Now the acts of David the king, firft and lait, 
behold, they are written in the book of Samuel the eer, 
and in the book of Nathan the prophet, and in the 
book of Gad the feer, 

30 With all his reign and his might, and the times 
that went over him, and over Ifrael, and over all the 
kingdoms of the countries. 

The 


senna 

offerings, fufficient for the entertainment of all the Ifraelites then 

prefent. . 

24 Submitted themfelves, &G.] Swore allegiance to him. 
30 The times that went ower him, and over Lfrael, &c.] All the 
refolutions that were in public affairs in his days. 
Generau Rerrecrions on Chap. XXIX, 

We may hence learn, that when we offer any thing to God, we 
fhould do it both willingly and with profound humility ; remem- 
bering that all we offer to him, belongs to him, that we hold all 
from his hand; and therefore it is but juft that we refer cvery 


thing that isin our power to the glory of his name. 
COMMENTARY 





hs reign and death. 
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" TheSecond Book ofthe CHRONICLES. 


.¢ THE ARGUMENT. 


The fs ‘ect of this book is the fame with that of the two books of Kings; excepting only, that after the feparation of 
the Lai tribes, this takes no notice of the biftory of the kings of Ifrael, and purfues that of the kings of Fudabh, till the 
return of the Ifraelites from the Babylonifh captivity. As many things are here omitted which are recorded in the 
Sift book of the Kings, fo there are federal things contained in this book of which na mention is made there, particu 


larly in the hiftory of Febofhaphat and Hezekiah. 
; ! eee - SET 














CHAP. IL re I will give nes riches, and wealth, and honour, Before 

; ; 4p uch as none of the kings have had that ave been be- clita 

2 The folemn offering of Solomon at oie 7 God es fore thee, neither fhall thereany after thec have the like. 1015, 
peareth unto him there by night, and leaveth to bis 13 {| Then Solomon:came from his journey to the 
choice what bleffing to afk: he afketh wifdom, to which high place that was at Gibeon to Jerufalem, from be- 
God addeth riches and honour. 13 Solomon's forces |} cor. the tabernacle of the congregation, and reigned 


. aud opulence. over Ifrael. 
ND Solomon the-fon of David was ftrengthened 14 And Solomon gathered chariots and horfemen: 
ais, A in his kingdom, and the Lorp his God was | | and he had a thonfand and four hundred chariots, and 
2015. with him, and magnified him exceedingly. twelve thoufand horfemen, which he placed in the cha- 
2 Then Solomon fpake unto all Ifrael, to the cap- | | riot cities, and with the King at Jerufalem. 
tains of thoufands and of hundreds, and to the judges, 15 And the king made filver and gold at Jerufalem 
and to every governor in all Ifrael, the chief of the |] a5 plenteous as ftones, and cedar trees made he as the 
fathers. fycamore trees that are in the vale for abundance. 
3 So Solomon, and all the congregation with him, 16 And Solomon had horfes brought out of Egypt, 


went to the high place that was at Gibeon; for there and linen yarn: the king’s merchants received the linen 
was the tabernacle of the congregation of God, which }{ yarn at a price. 
Mofes the fervant of the Lorp had made in the wil 17 And they fetched up, and brought forth out of 
dernefs. Egypt a chariot for fix hundred Shekels of filver, and 
4 But the ark of God had David breught up from || an horfe for an hundred and fifty : and fo bronght they 
Kurjath-jearim to the place which David had prepared } | out or/es for all the kings of the Hittites, and for. the 
for it: for he had pitched a tent for it at Jerufalem. kings of Syria, by their means. ; 
§ Morcover the brafen altar, that Bezaleel the fon of CHAP. UW 
Uri,.the fon of Hur, had ee he put before the ta- 7 ; 
rna f orp: and Solomon and the congre- 
eae = ae thee a ae oe ' 8 3 He fendeth to Huram for frilful artificers and timber. 
6 And Solomon went up thither to the brafen altar tr Huram’s friendly anfwer. 
before the Lorp, which was at the tabernacle of the Alte Solomon determined to build an houfe for 
congregation, and offered a thoufand burnt offerings the name of the Lorp, and an houfe for his 


1, 17 Solomon's labourers for the building of the temple. 


upon it. kingdom. 
79 In that night did God appear unto Solomon, 2 And Solomon told out threefcore and ten thou- 
and faid unto him, Afk what I fhall give thee. fand men to bear burdens, and fourfcore thoufand to 


8 And Solomon faid unto God, Thou haft fhewed hew in the mountain, and three thoufand and fix hun- 
‘great mercy unto David my father, and haft made me | |.dred to overfee them. 
to reign in his ftead. ; 3 ¢ And Solomon fent to Huram the King of Tyre, 
9 Now, O Lorn God, let thy promife unto David }7 faying, As thou didft deal with David my father, and 
my father be eftablifhed: for thou haft made me king didft fend him cedars to bnild him an houfe to dwell 


over a people like the duft of the earth in multitude. therein, even fo deal with me. | 

10 Give me now wifdom and knowledge, that I may 4 Behold, I build an houfe to the name of the Lorp 
§9 out and: come in before this people: for who can |} my God, to dedicate it to him, azd to burn before him 
judge this thy people, that 7s fo great? {weet incenfe, and for the continual fhewbread, and for 


11 And God faid to Solomon, Becaufe this was in |] the burnt offerings morning and evening, on the fab- 
thine heart, and thou haft not afked riches, wealth, or ]| baths, and on the new moons, and on the folemn feats 
honour, nor the life of thine enemies, neither yet haft }] of the Lorp our God. This 7s an ordinance for ever to 


.afked long life; but haft afked wifdom and knowledge |] Ifrael. : 


for thyfelf, that thou mayeft judge my people, over 5 And the houfe which I build zs great: for great 15 
-whom I have made thee king: . our God above all gods. 
:2 Wildom and kaowledge is granted unto thee; 6 But who is ableto build him an houfe, feeing the 
: heaven 
nS, 1 TS, 
COMMENTARY axn5 NOTES on CHAP. I. Gewrrav Rerrecrions on Chap. I, 


. ae put befere the oe % - a &c.] ‘This is better J] ‘The conduét of Solomon in this chapter affords us an excellent leffon : 
tranflated in the margin, Was there before, &c. : namely, in every arduous undertaking to be diffident of our awn 


10 That I may go out and come in before this people] Govern the wifdom and abilities, to afk counfel of God, and continually to 
peste both at home and abroad, in peace and.war. depend on his direétion and alfiftance in order to profper us in all 

Ibo can judge this thy people, that is fo preat?| He knew there our cancerns g 
would be fo many and fo various, and often fo difficult caufes brought So ae! 
before him, that it would be impoffible to’ hear them, and judge COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. 
aright, without the divine aid. . : ea 

13 Thex Solomon came from his journey to the high place, &c.] It § The haufe which I build is great: for great it «ur God, &e.]} 
.might be better tranflated, Then Solomon came from the high The ftru€ture was not fo large as it was magnificent, that ic might 
place, &c. be as fuitable as poffible to the glorious majey of the divine 


14 The chariot cities, &c.] Thofe ia which there was good paf- prefence, 
turage for the horfes. a3 Bootes: 





Before heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain him? 
CHRIST Wwhg am I then, that 1 fhould build him an houfe, fave 


1015+ 


Solomon’ s preparations for building the temple. CHAP. 
3 ae Solamon began to build the houte of the 


only to burn facrifice before him? ; 
7 Send me now therefore a man cunning to work in 


gold, and in filver, and in brafs, and in iron, and in | 
and that can {kill to § 


purple, and crimfon, and blue, 
grave with the cunning men that are with me in Judah 
and in Jerufalem, whom David my father did provide. 

3’ Send me alfo cedar trees, fir trees, and algum trees, 
out of Lebanon : for I know that thy fervants can fkill 
to cut timber in Lebanon; and, behold, my fervants 


foall be with thy fervants, 


Even to prepare me timber in abundance: for the § 
wonderful | 


houfe which I am about to build jhall be 
great. 
1o And, behold, 


fand baths of oil. 
11 G Then Huram the king of Tyre anfwered in 


writing, which he fent to Solomon, Becaufe the Lorp 


hath loved his people, he hath made thee king over § 


them. 
12 Huram faid moreover, Bleffed be the Lorp God 


of Ifracl, that made heaven and earth, who hath given p 
to David the king a wife fon, endued with prudence | 


and underftanding, that might build an houfe for the 
Lorp, and an houfe for his kingdom. 

13 And now I have fent a cunning man, endued 
with underftanding, of Huram my father’s, 


14 The fon of a woman of the daughters of Dan, | 


and his father was a man of Tyre, fisilful to work in 
gold, and in filver, in brafs, in iron, in ftone, and in 
timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine linen, and in 
crimfon; allo to grave any manner of graving, and to 
find out every device which fhall be put to him, with 
thy cunning men, and withthe cunning menof my lord 
David thy tather. 

15 Now therefore the wheat, and the barley, the oil, 
and the wine, which my lord hath fpoken of, let him 
fend unto his fervants: 

16 And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much 
as thou fhait nced: and we will bring it to thee in Hotes 
by fea to Joppa; and thou ihalt carry is up to Je~ 
rufalem. 

17 § And Solomon numbered all the ftrangers that 
avere in the land of Ifracl, after the numbering where~ 
with David his father had numbered them; and they 
were found an-hundred and fifty thoufand and three 
thoufand and dix bundred. 

18 And he fet threefcore and ten thoufand of them 
to be bearers of burdens, and fourfcore thoufand te‘be 
hewers in the mountain, and three thoufand and fix 
hundred overfeers to fet the people a work. 


CHAP. II. 


1 The place of the temple, and the time when the building 
was begun. 3 The dimenfions and ornaments of the 
houfe. & The dimenfions aud ornaments of the mof? holy 
houfe ; the cherubins that were therein. 14 The vail. 


15 The two great pillars. 
anaes 


10 Beaten wheat, &c.] Wheat ground, or fine flour. 

12 Hfuram faid mareover, Bleed be the Lord, &c.] Huram is 
thought to have been a profelyte to the true religion, becaufe he 
owns the God of Ifracl to be Jehovah; fecondly, he congratulates 
the Ifraelites upon the happinefs they enjoyed under fuch a king, 
which was the cfe& of his love to God and his church ; and laftly, 


declared his love to the church in real aéts of kindnefs, fending to 


Soloman bath materials and the moft fkilful artificers. 
16 fo: fotes, S&c,| ‘Timber bound together in rafts. 


Generat Refrections on Chap, Il, 


We are hence taught to adore and reverence the Supreme Being with 
the profoundelt humility ; and to confider that our greateft perfor- 
mances refpeéting his worfhip and fervice are imperfect, when 
brought before that God who is beyond conception immenfe in 
all his glorious perfeétions and attributes, 


No. 33. 





I will give to thy fervants, the § 
hewers that cut timber, twenty thoufand meafures of | 
beaten whcat, and twenty thoufand meafures of barley, § 
and twenty thoufand baths of wine, and twenty thou- § 





Id. Fv. The building of the te 





Lorp at Jerufalem in mount Moriah, where the 
LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place 


| that David had prepared in the threfhingfloor of Ornan 


the Jebufite. 

2 And he began to build in the fecond dry of the 
fecond month, in the fourth year of His reign. ; 

3 GY Now thefe are the things eherein Solomon was 
inftructed for the building of the honle of God. The 
length by cubits after the firft meafure cas threefcore 
cubits, and the breadth twenty cubits. ‘ 

4 And the porch that cas in the front of the heufe 
the length of ## «7s according to the breadth of the 
houfe, twenty cubits, and the heighc ces an hundred 
and twenty :.and he overlaid it within with pure wold. 

5 And the greater houte he cieled with fir-tree 
which he overlaid with fine gold, and {ct thereon palm 
trees and chains. 

6 And he garnifhed the houfe with precious ones 
for beauty : and the gold was gold of Parvaim. 

7 He overlaid alfo the houfe, the beams, the pofts 
and thewalls thereof, andthe doors thereof, with wold s 
and graved chernbinis on the walls, ae 

8 FY And be made the moft holy houfe, the length 
whereof'was according to the breadth of the houte 
twenty cubits, and the breadth thercof twenty cubits: 
and he overlaid it with fine gold, amounting to fix hun 
dred talents. i 

9 And the weight of the nails was fifty thekels of 
gold. And he overlaid the upper chambers with gold. 

10 And in the moit holy houfe he made two chern- 
bims of image work, and overlaid them with gold. 

11 And the wings of the cherubims were twenty 
cubits long: one wing of the one cherub was five cubits 
reaching to the wall of the houfe: and the otlier wing 
was likewife five cubits, reaching to the wing of the 
other cherub. 

12 And one wing of the other cherub cas five cubits 
reaching tothe wall of thehoufe: andtheother wing was 
five cubits a//o, joining to the wing of the other cherub. 

13 The wings of thefe cherubims fpread themf{clves 
forth twenty cubits: and they ftood on their feet, and 
their faces were inward. 

14 ¥ And he made the vail of blue, and purple, and 
crimfon, and finelinen,and wrought cherubiins thereon. 

15 & Alo he made before the houfe two pillars of 
thirty and five cubits high, and thechapiter that was on 
the top of each of them <eas five cubits. 

16 And he made chains, as in the oracle, and put 
them on the heads of the pillars; and made an hundred 
pomegranates, and put ¢den on the chains. 

17 And he reared up the pillars before the temple, 
oneon the right hand, and the other on the left; and 
called the. name of that on the right hand Jachin, and 
the name of that on the left Boaz. 


CHAP. Iv. 

t The altar of brafs. 2 The molten fea fupported by twelve 
oxen. 6 The ten lavers, candlefticks, and tables. g The 
two courts. 11 The veffels, furniture, and inflruments 
ae 5. 19 The veffels, furniture, and infiruments of 
£0 id. 





COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHUIAP, Til. 

5 The greater honfe, &c.} "The fanctuary or holy place, which 
was Jarger than the moft holy place. 

9 The upper chambers, &c.} The upper floor, or the’ roof of the 
holy and moft holy place, which were overlaid with gold every 
where, both the floor on which they trod, and the walls round about, 
and the roof overhead. 

10 Overlaid thim with gold.) They were made of olive-wood, 
and were not, like thofe of Mofes, of beaten gold. 

15 Lovo pillars of thirty and five 
not gach of them fo high, but both of them together. 

Generabt Rerirerions on Chap. II. 

The gold ufed in the ornamenting the temple, denetes the purity of 
heart and hands wherewith God fhould be approached ; and” the 
cherubims, with their faces inwards, teach us, that we fhould keep 
our feet when we go in to the houfe of God, and not offer the 


facrifice of fools. 
5k COMMENTARY 


mple begun. | 





Before 
CHRIST 
Lola 


MORE, 


cubits Ligh, &c.) They were . 


The 


Before 
CHRIST 
1OrI2z.- 


x 


brafen altar, fea, lavers, €8c. 


OREOVER he made an altar of brafs, twenty 
cubits the length thereof, and twenty cubits the 
breadth thereof, and ten cubits the height thereof. 

2 Y Alfo he made a molten fea of ten cubits from 
brim to brim, round in compafs, and five cubits the 
height thereof; and a line of thirty cubits did compafs 
it round about. 

And under it was the fimilitude of oxen, which 
did compafs it round about: ten in a cubit compaffing 
the fea round about. Two rows of oxen were caft, 
when it was caft. 

4 It ftood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward 
the north, and three looking toward the weft, and three 
looking toward the fouth, and three looking toward the 
eaft: and the fea was fet above upon them, and all their 
hinder parts were inward. 

« And the thicknefs of it was an handbreadth, and 
the brim of it like the work of the brim of a cup, 
with flowers of lilies ; and it received and held three 
thoufand baths. 

6 § He made alfo ten Javers, and put five on the 
right hand, and five on the left, to wafh in them: fuch 
things asthcy offered for the burnt offering they wafhed 
in them; but the fea was for the pricfls to wath in. 

7 And he made ten candlefticks of gold according 
to their form, and fet them in the temple, five on the 
right hand, and five on the left. 

8 He made alfo ten tables, and placed them in the 
temple, five on the right fide, and five on the left. 
And he made an hundred bafons of gold. 

4 4 Furthermore he made the court of the pricits, 
and the great court, and doors tor the court, and over- 
laid the doors of them with brats. 

"go And he fet the fea on the right fide of the eaft 
end, over ayainit the fouth. 

11 § And Huram mace the pots, and the fhovels, 
and the bafons. And Huram finifhed the work that 
he wasto make for king Solomon for the houfe of God, 

12 To wit, the two pillars, and the pommels, and 
the chapiters which were on the top of the two pillars, 
and the two wreaths to cover the two pommels of the 
chapiters which were on the fiilars ; 

13 And four hundred pomegranates on the two 
wreaths; two rows of pomegranates on each wreath, to 
cover the two pommels of the chapiters which were 
upon the pillars. 

tq He made alfo bafes, and lavers made he upon 
the bales; 

15 One fea, and twelve oxen under it. 

16 The pots alfo, and the fhovels, and the ficfhhooks, 
and all their inftruments, did Huram his father make 
to king Solomon for the houfe of the Lorp of bright 
brafs. 

17 In the plain of Jordan did the king caft them, 
in the clay ground between Succoth and Zeredathah. 

18 Thus Solomon made all thefe vefiels in great 
abundance: for the weight of the brafs could not be 
found out. 

19 Gf And Solomon made all the veflels that were 


_ for the houfe of God, the golden altar alfo, and the 


tables whereon the fhewbread was fet; 

20 Moreover the candlefticks with their lamps, that 
they fhould burn after the manner before the oracle, of 
pure gold ; 





COMMENTARY saxo NOTES on CHAP, IV. 

7 dlecording to their fw, &c.) According to the pattern which 
David gave him. 

19 %e tables whereon the foewbread wars fet.} Mofes made only 
one table, but Solomon made ten, for the greater conyenience of the 
priefts in their miniftration. 

22 Were of yolt.| Not intirely of gold, but of wood, and covered 
with plates of gold. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap, IV. 


Solomon’s exact obfervance of the pattern prefcribed him, may ferve 
2s # caution to us, nut to deviate from the rule laid down in the 
{criptures, in our addrefles to God; we are there taught, thata 
trinity in unity, anda unity in trinity, is the objet of our wor- 
fhip, as Chrifhans. x 


Il. CHRONICLES. 


| 
| 
| 


The temple finifhed. 


ii 21 And the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs, Before 
I] made be of gold, and that perfect gold ; £ 


22 And the fnuffers, and the bafons, and the fpoons, 
and the cenfers, of pure gold: and the entry of the 
houfe, the inner doors thereof fur the moft holy place, 
and the doors of the houfe of the temple, were of gold. 


CHAP. V. 


The temple finifhed, and the dedicated treafures depofited 
therein. 2 The ark with great folemnity brought into 
the moft holy place. 11 Whilft the prie/ts and Levites 
are praifing God with finging and mufick, a cloud fillech 
the houfe. , ‘ 
ets all the work that Solomon made for the 1 
houfe of the Loxp was finifhed: and Solomon 
brought in a// the things that David his father had 
dedicated ; and the filver, and the gold, and all the 
inftruments, put he among the treafures of the houfe 
of God. 

2 | Then Solomon affembled the elders of Ifracl, 1 
and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers 
of the children of Ifrael, unto Jerufalem, to bring up 
the ark of the covenant of the Lorn out of the city of 
David, which 7s Zion. 

3 Wherefore all the men of Ifrael affembled them- 
felves unto the king in the feaft which was in the 
feventh month. 5 : 

4 And ail the elders of Ifracl came; and the Levites 
took up the ark. 

_5 And they brought up the ark, and the tabernacle 
of the congregation, and all the holy veflels that were 
in the tabernacle, thefe did the prieits and the Levites 
bring up. . , 

6 Alio king Solomon, and all the congregation of 
Ifrael that were aflembled unto him before the ark, fa- 
crificed fheep and oxen, which could not be told nor 
numbercd for multitude. . 

7 And the pricfts brought in the ark of the cove- 
nant of the Loxy unto his place, to the oracle of the 
houfe, into the mott holy place, even under the wings of 
the cherubims: 

8 For the cherubims fpread forth their wings over 
the piace of the ark, andl the cherubims covered the arlc 
and the ftaves thereof above. 

g And they drew out the ftaves of the ark, that the 
ends of the ftaves were feen from the ark before the 
oracle; but they were not feen without. And there it 
is unto this day. 

10 There was nothing in the ark fave the two tables 
which Mofes put therein at Horeb, when the Lorp 
made # covenant with the children of. Ifrael, when they 
came out of Egypt. ~ 

11 And it came to pafs, when the priefts were come’ 
out of the holy p/ace - (for all the priefis that were pre- 
fent were fanctified, and did not then wait by courfe: 

12 Alfo the Levites which were the fingers, all of 
them of Afaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their 
fons and their brethren, deing arrayed in white linen, 
having cymbals and pfalteries and harps, ftood at the 
eaft end of the alrar, and with them an hundred and 
twenty priefts founding with trumpets :) 

13 It came even to pafs, as the trumpeters and 
fingers were as one, to make onc found to be heard in 
praifing and thanking the Lorp ; and when they lifted 


‘ , up 





COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. V. 


1 And the filver, and the gold, and all the inflruments, put he among 
the treafures of the houfe of God. | | What remained, Solomon would 
Bot Seno to his own ule, but laid it up in the treafures of God’s 

ufe. 

9 There it is unto this day.| Or, there they are, as the margin 
hath it out of 1 Kings viii. 8. where are the fame words; and wher 
that book was written, they were exadily true; but when this author 
tranfcribed them into this book, after the captivity, there was then 
neither ftaves nor ark remaining: therefore he only relates how Solo- 
mon fettled thefe things. 7 

21 And did pot then wait by courfe.} There were fuch a number 
of facrifices offesed, that the attendance and fervice of them all was 
neceffary. . 

GENERAL 


HRIst 
2012. 


O05, 


oo, 





OL eT ee eR ee Pen ae ee ee 
Solomon bleffeth the people, andpraifeth God. CHAP. VI. His prayer at the confecration of the temple. 


16 Now therefore, O Lorp God of Ifrael, keep with _Pefore 
. thy fervant David my father that which thou hait pro- oe 
mifed him, faying, There fhall not fail thee a man in 


Before up therr voice with the trumpets and cymbals and tn- 
cHRIST Aroments of mufick, and praifed the Lorp, /ayiig, 


10° For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that 


then the houfe was filled with a cloud, even the houfe of 
the Lorp ; 

14 So that the priefts could not ftand to minifter 
by reafon of the cloud: for the glory of the Lorp had 
filled the houfe of God. 3 


CHAP. VI. 


x Solomon bleffeth the people, and praifeth God for the per- 
_formance of his premije to David concerning the build- 
ing of the houfe. 12 His prayer upon the brafen feaffold 
at the confecration of the temple: 22, 24, 26, 28, 32, 
34.. 36 Lhe fpecial petitions contained init. 40 The 
concluding general invocation of God’s prefence and 
favour. 

HEN faid Solomon, The Lorn hath ‘faid that 

he would dwell in the thick darknefs. 

2 But I have built an houfe of habitation for thee, 
and a place for thy dwelling for ever. 

3 And the king turned his face, and bleffed the 
wholc congregation of Ifrael: and all the congregation 
of Ifrael fiood. 

4 And faid, Bleffed Ze the Lorn God of Ifrael, who 
hath with his hands fulfilled that which he fpake with 
his mouth to my father David, faying, 

5 Since the day that I brought forth my people out 
of the land of Egypt I chofe no city among all the 
tribes of Ifrael fo build an houfe in, that my name 
might bethere; neither chofe I any man to be a ruler 
over my people Ifrael : 

6 But I have chofen Jerufalem, that my name might 
be there; and have chofen David to be over my people 
Hfrael. 

7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to 
build an houfe for the name of the Lorn God of Ifrael. 

8 But the Lorn faid to David my father, Forafmuch 
as it was in thine heart to build an houfe for my name, 
thou didft well in that it was in thinc heart: 

9 Notwithftanding thou fhalt not build the houfe ; 
but thy fon which fhall come forth out of thy loins, he 
fhall build the houfe for my name. 

10 The Lorp therefore hath performed his word 
that he hath fpoken: -for I am rifen up in the room of 
David my father, and am fet-on the throne of Hrael, 
as the Lorp promifed, and have built the houfe for the 
name of the Lorp God of Ifrael. 

11 And in it have I put the ark, wherein zs the cove- 
nant of the Lorn, that he made with the children of 
Ifrael. - 

12 J And he ftood before the altar of the Loxp in 
the prefence of all thecongregation of Ifrael, and fpread 
forth his hands: : 

13 For Solomon had made a brafen {caffold, of five 
cubits long, and five cubits broad, and three cubits 
high, and had fet it in the midft of the court: and 
upon it he ftood, and kneeled down upon his knees be- 
fore all the congregation of Ifrael, and fpread forth his 
hands toward heaven, 

14 And faid, O Lorp God of Ifrael, there ts no 
God like thee in the heaven, nor in the earth ; which 
keepeft covenant, and /bewe/? mercy unto thy fervants, 
that walk before thee with all their hearts : 

15 Thou which haft kept with thy fervant David 
my father that ‘which thou haft promifed him; and 
fpakeft with thy mouth, and haft fulfilled iz with thine 
hand, as it is this day., 


a 
Ganerat Rercvectrons on Chap. V- 

‘The vifible token of the Lord’s prefence in the temple was, to teach 
Solomon, and others, to worlhip him in fpirit, with reverence and 
faith, with gravity and decency ; but the true temple he expects is 
our hearts, where he feeks to be worfhipped in fpirit and in truth, 
and there he dwells by his grace. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VI. 
a That be would dwell in the thitk darkucs.] ‘The heathens cer- 


my fight to fit upon the throne of Ifrael; yet fo that 
thy children take heed to their way to walkin my law, 
as thou haft walked before me. 

17 Now then, O Lorp God of Ifrael, let thy word 
be verified, which thou haft fpoken unto thy fervant 
David. 

18 But will God in very deed dwell with men on 
the earth? beholcl, heaven and the heaven of heavens 
cannot contain thee; how much lefs this houfe which 
I have built! ‘ 

19 Have refpect therefore to the prayer of thy fer- 
vant, and to his fupplication, O Lorp my God, to 
hearken unto the cry and the prayer which thy fervant 
praycth before thee: 

20 That thine eyes may be open upon this houfe 
day and‘night, upon the place whereof thou haft faid 
that chou wouldeft put thy name there; to hearken 
meee the prayer which thy fervant prayeth toward this 
place. 

21 Hearken therefore unto the fupplications of thy 
fervant, and of thy peopleIfrael, which they fhall make 
toward this place: hear thou from thy dwelling place, 
even from heaven; and when thou hearelt, forgive. 

22 4 If a mar fin againit his neighbour, and an oath 
be laid upon him to make him iwear, and the oath 
come before thine altar in this houfle ; : 

23 Then hear thou from heaven, and do, and judge 
thy fervants, by requiting the wicked, by recompenfing 
his way upon his own head; and by juftifying the 
ri zhteous, by giving him according tohis righteou{nefs. 

24 f And if thy people Ifrael be put to the worfe 
bexore the enemy, becaufe they have finned againft 
thee ; and fhall return and confefs thy name, and pray 
and make fupplication before thee in this houfe ; 

2s Then hear thou from the heavens, and forgive 
the fin of thy people Ifrael, and bring them again unto 
the land which thou gaveft tothemand totheir fathers. 

26 4 When the heaven is fhut up, and there is no 
rain, becaufe they have finned againtt thee; yet if they 


‘ pray toward this place, and confefs thy name, and turn 


from their fin, when thou doft afflict them ; 

27 Then hear thou from heaven, and forgive the fin 
of thy fervants, and of thy people Ifracl, when thon haft 
taught them the good way, wherein they fhould walk ; 
andfend rain upon thy land, which thou haft given unto 
thy people for an inheritance. * 

28 @ If there be dearth in the land, if there be pef- 
tilence, if there be blafting, or mildew, locutts, or cater- 
pillars ; if their enemies befiege them in fhe cities of 
their Jand; whatfoever fore or whatfoever ficknels 
there be: 

29 Then what prayer or what fupplication foever 
fhall be made of any man, or of all thy people Ifrael, 
when every one fhall know his own fore and his own 
grief, and fhall fpread forth his hands in this houfe : 

go Then hear thou from heaven thy dwelling place, 
and forgive, and render unto every man according unto 
all his ways, whofe heart thou knowelt; (for thou only 
knowelt the hearts of the children of men :) 

3x That they may fear thee, to walk in thy ways, 
fo long as they live in the land which thou gaveft unto 
our fathers. 

32 § Moreover concerning the ftranger, which is 


not of thy people Ifrael, but is come from a far country 
for 


ETA 
tainly learnt from hence this notion of God’s dwelling in the thick 
darknefs: for Juftin Martyr obferves, that Orpheus and another an- 
tient writer calls God Taypugoy, ** altogether hidden :”? and the La- 
cedzmenians, who pretended to be of kin to the Jews, had a temple 
dedicated to Zeds Cxormeds, *¢ Jupiter the dark.’” : 
22 Aud the oath come befeve thine altar in this bwfe.) Vt appears, 
that a man was to purge himfelf of a trefpafs againft his neighbour 
by an oath before the altar of God, from whom he expeéted semiffion 


of fia. 
83 Thag 


Solomon's folemn. facrifices. 


Refore for thy gpeat name’s fake, and thy mighty hand, and 
CHRIST thy ftretched out arm ; if they come and pray in this 


IOS F4: 


houfe; 

33 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 

dwelling place, and do according to all that the ftranger 

alleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may 
knowthy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Ifracl, 
and may know that this houfe which 1 have built is 
called by thy name. 

a4 4 If thy people go out to war againft their enc- 
mies by the way that thou fhalt fend them, and they 
pray onto.theetoward this city which thou haft chofen, 
and the houfe which I have built for thy name ; 

35 Then hear thou from the heavens their prayer 
and their fupplication, and maintain their caufe. 

36 @ If they fin againit thee, (for there 7s no man 
which finneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and 
deliver them over before ¢eir enemics, and they carry 
them away captives unto a land far off or near; 

37 Yet 7f they bethink themfelves in the land whi- 
ther they are carried captive, and turn and pray unto 
thee in the land of their captivity, faying, We have 
finned, we have done amifs, and have dealt wickedly; 

38 If they return to thee with all their heart and 
with all their foul in the Jand of their captivity, whither 
they have carried them captives, and pray toward their 
land, which thou gavefl unto their fathers, and toward 
the city which thou haft chofen, and toward the houfe 
which I have built for thy name: 

39 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy 
dwelling place, their prayer and their fupplications, and 
maintain theircaufe, and forgive thy people which have 
finned againit thee. 

40 | Now, my God, let, I befeech thee, thine eyes 
be open, and /e¢ thine ears de attent untothe prayer that 
¥5 made in this place. 

41 Now therefore arife, O Lorp God, into thy reft- 
ing place, thou, and the ark of thy ftrength: let thy 
pricfts, O Lorn God, be clothed with falvation, and let 
thy faints rejoice in goodnefs. ; 

42 O Lorp God, turn not away the face of thine 
anointed : reniember the mercies of David thy fervant. 


CHAP. VIE 


1 Gal ieftifeth his acceptance of Solomon’s prayer by frre 
Jrom heaven; the glory which filled the temple; the 

” people worfhip. 4, Solomon's facrifices at the folemnity 
of the dedication. 8 Having kept the fea/t of taber- 
nacles and of the dedication of the altar feven days, the 

' people are feitt joyfuily heme. 12 God appeareth again 
fo Solomon, and maketh a covenant with him. 


OW when Solomon had made an end of praying, 

the fre came down from heaven, and confumed 

the burnt offering and the facrifices ; and the glory of 
the Lorp filled the houfe. 

2 And the priefts could not enter into the houfe of 
the Lorn, becaufe the glory of the Lorn had filled 
the Lorn’s houfe. ; 
3 And when all the children of Ifrael faw how the 
fire came down, and the glory of the Lorn upon the 
houfe, they bowed themfelves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement, and worfhipped, and praifed 
the Lorp, f/aying, For Be zs good; for his mercy ¢ex- 
dureth for ever. 

4 Q Then the king and all the people offered facri- 
fices before the Lorn. 





33 That all pesple of the earth may kuow thy name, and fear thee, 
&c.] Solomon knew the goodnefs of God’ to be fo great, that it 
would not be in the Ica Ieflened towards Ifract, how far foever it 
was extended towards other people. 

4t Now therefire arife, O Lord Got, &c.] Thefe words are part 
of Palas cxxxii. 8, 9g. w'th a littie alteration; wherein he befecches 
God to take up his habitation here, together with his ark. : 


Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. VI. 


From Solomon’s prayer we are taught, that whatever happens to men, 
is the difpenfation of providence; that war, peftilence, &c. are 
font as chailifements for fin; that the remedy again{ft them is,: re- 


sourfe to’'God by prayer and humiliation; for he is always ready 


II. CHRONICLES. God's fecond appearance to Solomon. 


5 And king Solomon cffered a facrifice of twenty Pefore 
and two thoufand.oxen, and an hundred and twenty CHRST 
he 


thoufand fheep: fo the king and all the people dedi~ 
cated the houfe of God. 

6 And the priefts waited on their offices: the Levites 
alfo with inftruments of mufick of the Lorp, which 
David the king had made to praife the Lorn, becaufe 
his me.cy endureth for ever, when David praifed by 
their minifiry; and the priefts{ounded trumpets before 
them, and all Hrael ftood. 

7 Moreover Solomon hallowed the middle of the 
court that was before the houfe of the Lorn: for 
there he offered burnt offerings, and the fat of the peace 
offcrings, becaufe the brafen altar which Solomon had 
made was not able to receive the burnt offerings, and 
the meat offerings, and the fat. 

8 ¥ Alfo at the fame time Solomon kept -the feaft 
feven days, and all Ifrael with him, a very great con- 
gregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the 
river of Egypt. 

9 And in the cighth day they made a folemn affem- 
bly: for they kept the dedication of the altar feven 
days, and the featt feven days. 

ro And on the three and twenticth day of the fe- 
venth month-he fent the people away into their tents, 
glad and merry in heart for the g0odnefs that the Lorp 
had fhewed unto David, and to Solomon, and to Ifrael 
his people. 

11 Thus Solomon finifhed the houfe of the Lorp, 
and the king’s houfe: and all that came into Solomon’s 
heart to make in the houfe of the Loxp, and in his own 
houfe, he profperouily effected. 

12 Y And the Lorn appeared to Solomon by night, 
and faid unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have 
chofen this, place to myfelf for an houfe of facrifice. 

1g If 1 fhut up heaven that there be no rain, or if 
I command the locufts to devour the land, or if I 
fend peftilence among my people ; 

14 If my peop!e, which are called by my name, 
fhall humble themfelves, and pray, and feck my facc, 
and turn from their wicked ways; then will [ hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their fin, and will heal 
their land. 

15 Now mine eyes fhall be open, and mine ears at- 
tent unto the prayer that is made in this place. 

16 For now have I chofen and fanétified this houfe, 
that my name may be there for ever: and mine eyes 
and mine heart fhall be there perpetually. 

17 Andas for thee, if thou wilt walk before me, as 
David thy father walked, and do according to all that 
I have commanded thee, and fhalt obferve my ftatutes 
and my judgments ; , 

18 Then will I ftablifh the throne of thy kingdom, 
according as I have covenanted with David thy father, 
faying, There fhall not fail thee a man ¢o de ruler in 
Ifrael. * 

19 But if ye turn away, and forfake my ftatutes and 
my commandments, which I have fet before you, and 
fhall go and ferve other gods, and worfhip them; | 

20 Then will I pluck them up by the roots ont of 
my land which I have given them; and this houfe, 
which I have fanctified for my nanae, will I caft out of 
my fight, and will make it éo be a proverb and a by- 
word among all nations. ; 

2 And this honfe, which is high, fhall be an aflo.~ 

nifhment 


ee ee RL 
to hear and deliver thofe who call on him in their neceffaties, if 
they confefs their fins, and are converted, 


E€OMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. VIL 


4 Then the king and all the people offered fucrifices, &c.} They 
had offered facrifices before; bat now they renew them, and offer 
more, in acknowledgment of this aflurance of God’s love to them. ; 

6 With inffruments of mufick of the Lord) They are called ** in- 
ftruments of mufick of the Lord,’’ becaufe David had made them to 
«© praife the Lord withal, becaufe his mercy endureth for ever.” 

And all Ifrael fiood.] Standing was the common pofture of wor- 
fhip, whether in prayer or praifes, 

2 Grxnrat 


The cities which Solomon built. 


Before nifhment to every one that paffeth by it; fo that he 
enRIST f)4]] fay, Why hath the Logp done thus unto this land, 
1OOh. : 
and unto this houfe? 

22 And it shall be anfwered, Becaufe they forfaok 
the Lorp God of their fathers, which brought them 
forth out of theland of Egypt, and laid hold on other 
gods, and worfhipped them, and ferved them: there- 
tore hath he brought all this evil upon them. 


CHAP. VIIL 
1 The cities which Solomon built. 7 The Canaanites left 
in the land are made fubjet to a tribute; but the Lf- 
raelites are employed in honourable fervices. 
roab’s daughter removeth to ber houfe. 12 Solomen’s 
daily and feflival facrifices. 14 He appointeth the 
priefs and Levites to their orderly charges. 16 The 
work finifhed. 17 Solomon’s navy fetcheth gold from 
Opbir. 
992 A D it came to pafs at the end of twenty years, 
wherein Solomon had built the honfe of the 


Lorp, and his own houtfe, 
2 That the cities which Huram had reftored to So- 


Iomon, Solomon built them, and caufed the children of } 


lfract to dwell there. 

3 And Solomon went to Hamath-zobah, and pre- 
vauled againit ic. 

4 And he buile Tadmor in the wildernefs, and all 
the ftore cities, which he built in Hamath. 

5 Alfo he built Beth-horon the upper, and Beth-ho- 
ronthenether, fenced cities, with walls, gates, and bars; 

6 And Baalath, and all the ftore citics ‘thac Sulomon 
hhad, and all the chariot cities, and the citics of the 
horiemen, and all that Selomon defired to build in 
Jerufalem, and in Lebanon, and throughout all the 
Jand of his dominion. 

74 As for all the people that were left of the Hit- 
tites, and the Amorites, and the Perizzites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebufites, which were not-of Ifrael, 

8 But of their children, who were left after them in 
the land, whom the children cf Hrael confumed not, 
them did Solomon make to pay tribute until this day. 

9 But of the children of Ifracl did Solomon make no 
fervants for his work; but they were men of war, and 
chief of his captains, and captains of his chariots and 


horfumen. 
10 And thefe were the chief of king Solomon’s 


ofiicers, ever two hundred and fifty, chat bare rule 


over the people. 


tr % And Solomon brought up the danghter of } 


Pharach out of the city of David unto the houfe that. 
he had built for her: for he faid, My wife thall not 


clwell in the houfe of David king of Hraei, becaufe the f 


places are holy, whereunto the atk of the Lorp hath 
come. 

12 G Then Solomon oficred burnt ofcrings unto 
the Loxp, on the aicar of the Lorb, which he had built 
before the porch, 

13 iven after a certain rate every day offering ac- 
cording to the commandment of Moles, on the fab- 
baths, and on the new moons, and on tie iclemn featts, 
three times in the year, evezin the feaft of unleayened 


Fone 





Generat Rerrectrions on Chap. VIL 


We learn from the Lord’s declaration to Solomon, in this chapter, that f 
places on tke Red-fea. 


ceccing from pure and humble hearts, are acceptable to him; of &§ 


the prayers which are put up to him in tie holy aflemblies, if pro- 


which we are affured by Jefus Chriit, who has teld us, that ‘ where 
twe or three are gathered together in his name, Le will be in the 
amidit of them.” 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES o~ CHAP, VIIL 


3 Hamath-xobah, &c.} This country lay between Euphrates, which 
was the eaftern boundary, and Damafcus, which was the weftern. 

a1 He faid, My wife fall not devel, Sc.) All houfes, into which the 
ark had come, were not thereby made holy ; for then the houfe of 
Obed-edom would have been fo too; but where it had been fetded fo 
Jong, asic had been in David's houfe, and had a tabernacle made for i 
there was a fpeciaJ regard to the place where it had made its abode. 

- 3B. 
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11 Pha- 












CHAP. VIII. IX. The queen of Sheba cometh to fee Sa OMON. 


bread, and in the feaft of weeks, and in the feaft of Before 
tabernacies. CS, 

14 & And he appointed, according to the order of 797" 

David his father, the courfes of the priefls to their 
fervice, and the Levites to their charges, to praife and . 
minifler before the priefis, as the duty of every day 
required: the porters alfo by their courts at every gate: 
for fo had David the man of God commanded. 
15 And they departed not from the commandment 
of the king unto the pricfis and Levites concerning any 
matter, or concerning the treafurcs. 
16 | Nowall the work of Solomon was prepared 
unto the day of the foundation of the houfe of the 
Lorp, and until it was finifhed. So the houfe of the 
Lorp was perfected. 
_ 17 YF Then went Solomon to Ezion-geber, and to 
Eloth, at the fea fide in the land of Edom. 
18 And Huram fent him by the hands of his fer- 
vants fhips, and fervants that had knowledge of the 
fea; and they went with the fervants of Solomon to 
Ophir, and took hence four hundred and fifty talents 
of gold, and brought tem to king Solomon. 
CHAP. IX. 
1 The queen of Sheba's vifit ta Selemon; her admiration 
and afionifoment at bis wiftem and magni 
prefents and return. 13 Siemens yearly revenue in 
gold. 15 His golden targets and Jricids. 17 Eis ivery 
throne. 20 Ets rich vedels of gold. 23 Tie refpecl 
pad to his wifdom by fereign primes. 25 Itis flables 
and borfemen. 26 The exient and weallh of his cla- 
minton. 29 Eis reign and death 5 Reweboum Jucceedeth 
him. : 

N.D when the queen of Sheba leard of the fame 

of Solomon, ihe came to prove Solomon with 
hard queftionsat Jerufalem, witha very greatcompany, 
and camels that bare fpices, and gold in abundance, and 
precious ftones: and when fac was come to Solomon, 
the comumuned with him of all that was in her heart. 

2 And Solomon told her all her queflions: and 
there was nothing hid ivom Solomon which he told her 
not. 

3 And when the queen of Sheba had feen the wif- 
dom of Solomon, and the honfe that he had-built, 

4 And the meat of his table, and the fitting of his 
fervants, and the attendance of his miniftcrs,‘and their 
apparel; his cupbearcrs alfo, and their apparel; and 
his afcent by which he went up into the houfe of the 
Lorp ; there was no more fpirit in her. 

And fhe faid to the king, li was a true report 
which I heard in mine own land of thine acts, and of 
thy wifdom : 

6 Howbeit I believed not their words, until I came, 
and mine eyes had feen zt: and, behold, the one halt 
of the greatnefs of thy wifdom was not told me: /or 
thou exceedeft the fame that I heard. 

7 Happy are thy men, and happy are thefe thy fer- 
vants, which ttand continually befure thee, and hear 
thy wifdom. 

8 Bleffed be the Lorp thy God, which delighted in 
thee to fet thee on his throne, fo be king for the Lorp 

thy 











17 Then wucnt Solomon to Exion-geter, andto Bish, at the fea fide in 
the laxd of Ldom.| Solomon propoled now to improve navigation, which 
the Jews did not much underftand ; and tor that end he went to thefe 


Generar Rerrecrrons on Chap. VIII. 


From Solomon’s buildings, the nations he made tributary, and the order 
of divine worthip which he eftablifhed, together with his great riches, 
we may perceive the faithfulnefs of God to his promife, when he af- 
fured them, that to his requeft for wifdom, honour and wealth fhould 

~ be fuperadtied. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. 
2 Solomon tald her all her quefiras, &c.] The queftions fhe came to afk 


fH were not curious enquiries to the fecrets of natural things, ur the max- 
ims uf political government, but analy about things relating to picty, 


and the iervice of God. 


5 23 Tauelve 


ean, 
Solemon's desth, 
ete 
. - 7 . 7 ae 
27 And the king made filver in Jerufalem as fiones, fer: 
and cedar trees made he as the fycamore trees that aro Sst 


Solomon’s wealth and magnificence. II. CHRONICLES. 


Before thy God: becaufe thy God loved Ifrael, to eftablith 


CHRIST 


Qgz- 


them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, 
to do judgment and juftice. 

g And fhe gave the king an hundred and twenty 
talents of gold, aud of fpices great abundance, and 
precious ftones: neither wus there any fuch fpice as the 
queen of Sheba gave king Sclomon. 

10 And the fervants alfo of Huram, and the fervants 
of Solomon, which brought gold from Ophir, brought 
algum trees and precious ftones. 

rz And the king made of the algum trees terraces 
to the honfe of the Lorn, and to the king’s palace, and 
harps and pfalteries for fingers: and there were none 
fuch feen before in the land of Judah. 

12 And king Solonion gave to the queen of Sheba 
all her defire, whatfoever fhe afked, befide that which 
fhe had brought unto the king. So fhe turned, and 
went away to her own land, fhe and her fervants. 

13 J Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon 
in one year was fix hundred and threefcore and fix ta- 
lents of gold ; 

14Befidethat which chapmen and merchants brought. 
And all the kings of Arabia and governors of the coun- 
try brought gold and filver to Solomon. ; 

15 J And king Solomon made two hundred targets 


' of beaten gold: fix hundred /hekels of beaten gold went 


to one target. 

16 And three hundred fhields made he ofbeaten gold: 
three hundred /hekels of gold went toone fhield, And 
the king put them in the houfe of the foreft of Lebanon. 

17 § Moreover the king made a great throne of 
ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. 

18 And there were fix fteps to the throne, witha 
footftool of gold, which were faftened to the throne, 
and ftays on cach fide of the fitting place, and two 
lions {tanding by the ftays: 

1g And twelve lions ftood there on the one fide and 
on the other upon the fix fteps. There was not the like 
made in any kingdom. 

20 ¢ And all the drinking veffels of king Solomon 
were of gold, and all the veifels of the houfe of the 
foreft of Lebanon were of pure gold: none were of 
filver; it was mot any thing accounted of in the days of 
Solomon. 

21 For the king’s fhips went to Tarfhifh with the 
fervants of Huram: every three years once came the 
fhips of Tarthifh Bringing gold, and filver, ivory, and 
apes, and peacocks. 

22 And king Solomon paffed all the kings of the 
earth in riches and wifdom. 

23 And all the kings of the earth fought the pre- 
fence of Solomon, to hear his wifdom, that God had 
put in his heart. 

24 And they brought every man his prefent, veffels 
of filver, and veffels of gold, and raiment, harnefs, and 
fpices, horfes, and mules, a rate year by year. 

25 @ And Solomon had four thoufand ftails for 
horfes and chariots, and twelve thoufand horfemen ; 
whom he beftowed in the chariot cities, and with the 
king at Jerufalem. 

26 4 And he reigned over all the kings from the 
river even unto the land of the Philiftines, and to the 


border of Egypt. 





25 Tavelve thoufand horfemen ; whom he beftowed in the chariot cities, 
&c.} Solomon had horfes brought out of Egypt, and maintained a large 
number of chariots: their chariots refembled thofe of the Grecians be- 
ing fmall, with two wheels apicce, carrying a man or two ftanding or 
Jeaning forward. 

26 Are they not written in the book of Nathan the prophet, &c.] It appears 
by this, that the prophets were likewife hiftorians, who wrote accounts of 
what pee in their times, out of whofe works this tho hittory was 
extracted. 


Generar Rervrectrions on Chap, IX. 


From the vifit of the queen of Sheba to Solomon, in order to obtain 
anfwers to her difficult queftéons, we fhould be ftirred up to feek after 
tsuc wifdom from God who alone can give its for our Saviour fays, 

3 : 


in the low plains in abundance. 

28 And they brought unto Solomon ho:its out of 
Egypt, and out of all lands. 

29 J Now the reft of the ads of Solomon, £18 251] 
Jaft, ave they not written in the book of Borhan vie 
prophet, and in the prophecy of Abijah the Shilonite, 
and in the vifions of Iddo the feer againit Jeruboaui the 
fon of Nebat? 

30 And Solomon reigned in Jerufalem over all Ifvacl 
forty years. 

31 And Solomon flept with his fathers, and he was 
buried in the city of Davicl his father: and Rehoboatn 
his fon reigned in his ftead. 


CHAP. X. 


1 Lhe Ifraelites, affembled at Shechem to make Rehoboam 
hing, fue to bim with Feroboam at their head fer redrefs 
of grievances. 6 Reboboam flighteth the good advice 
of his father’s old counfellors, and confulteth with the 
young men, who advife to anfwer the people roughly. 
12 He followeth their indifcreet counfel. 16 The ten 
tribes revolting kill Hadoram, and make Reboboam free. 


ND Rehoboam went toShechem: for toShechem 
were all Ifrael come to make him king. 

2 And it came to pafs, when Jeroboam the fon of 
Nebat, who was in Egypt, whither he had fled from 
the prefence of Solomon the king, heard zt, that Jero- 
boam returned out of Egypt. 

3 And they fent and called him. So Jeroboani and 
all Ifrael came and fpake to Rehoboam, faying, 

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now there- 
fore eafe thou fomewhat the gricvous fervitude of thy 
father, and his heavy yoke that he put upon us, and 
we will ferve thee. 

5 And he faid unto them, Come again unto mc after 
three days. And the people departed. 

6 | And king Rehoboam took counfel with the old 
men that had ftood before Solomon his father while he 
yet lived, faying, What counfel give ye me to return 
anfwer to this people? 

7 And they ipake unto him, faying, If thou be kind 
to this people, and pleafe them, and {peak good words 
to them, they will be thy fervants for ever. 

8 But he forfook the counfel which the old men 
gave him, and took counfel with the young men that 
were brought up with him, that ftood before him. 

9 And he faid unto them, What advice pive ye that 
we may return anfwer to this people, which have {po- 
ken to me, faying, Eafe fomewhat the yoke that thy 
father did put upon us? 

ro And the young men that were brought up with 
him fpake unto him, faying, Thus fhalt thou anfwer 
the people that fpake unto thee, faying, Thy father 
made our yoke heavy, but make thou 7 fomewhat 
lighter for us; thus fhalt thou fay unto them, My lit- 
tle finger thall be thicker than my father’s loins. 

a1 For whereas my father put a heavy yoke upon 
you, Iwill put more to your yoke: my father chaf- 
tifed you with whips, but I quill chajtife vou with 
{corpions. 

12 YF So Jeroboam and all the people came to Re- 

heboam 








fhe came to hear the wifdom of Solomon, and will rife up in judg- 
ment againft all thofe who will not Icarr of one that was greater than 
Solomon, even Chrift, in whom are contained all the treafures of 
wifdom and knowledge. ; 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES ox CHAP. X. 


4 Thy father made our yoke geievons, &C.] If this complaint againft 
Solomon was true, it is probable that he opprefled his fubjeéts when he 
was corrupted with the love of money and ttrange women, and fell into 
idolatry : fo prodigious were his expences, (from the multitude of his 
wives and concubines, and the buildings he raifed for their idolatrous 
worfhip) that his treafures, though immenfe, were infufficient to fupport 

them, and, beginning to beexhaufted, he was tempted to thefe ill courfes, 


and driven to opprefs his people. 
GRNERAD 


ine 


“ Rehoboam buildeth divers fenced cities. CHAP. XI. XII. 


Before 
CURIST 
975- 


citics for defence in Judah. 


hoboam on the third day, as the king bade, faying, 
Come again to me on the third day. : 

13 And the king anfwered them roughly ; and king 
Rehoboam forfovk the counfel of the old men, 

14 And anfwered them after the advice of the young 
men, faying, My father made your ycke heavy, but I 
will add thereto: my father ¢haftifed you with whips, 
but 1 cil! chaftife you with fcorpions 

1s Sothe king hearkened not unto the pecple: for 
the canfe was of God, that the Lorb niight perform 
his word, which he fpake by the hand of Ahijah the 
Shilonite to Jeroboam the fon of Nebat. 

16 9 And when all Ifrael faze that the king would 
not hearken unto them, the pcople anfwered the king, 
faying, What portion have we in David? and we have 
none inheritance in the fon of Jeffe: every man to your 
tents, O Ifrael: and now, David, fee to thine own 
houle. So all Ifrael went to their tents. ~ 

17 But as for the children of Ifrael that dwelt in the 
citics of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them. 

18 Then king Rehoboam fent Hadoram that was 
over the tribute; and the children of Ifrael ftoned him 
with ftones, that he died. But king Rehoboam made 
fpeed to get him up to 4zs chariot, to flee to Jerufalem. 

19 and ifrael rebelled againft the houfe of David 


unto this day. 




























CHAP. XI. 


1 Rehoboam raifeth an army, to reduce Ifracl, but is for- 
lidden to proceed by the prophet Shemaiah. 5 He buildeth 
finced cities, and putteth the ftrong holds in @ good pof- 

-“yure of defence. 13 The priefts and Levites, caft of by 
Feroboam in favour of his own idolatrous worfbip, re- 
Jort to Ferufalem, and are followed by others out of Lrael 
that feared God. 18 Rehoboam’s wives and children. 

ND when Rehoboam was come to Jerufalem, he 

gathered of the houfe of Judah and Benjamin an 
hundred and fourfcore thoufand chofen mez, which were 
warriors, to fight againtt Ifrael, that he might bring the 
kingdom again to Rehoboam. 
2 But the word of the Lorp came to Shemaiah the 
man of God, faying, 

Speak unto Rehoboam the fon of Solomon, king 
of Judah, and to all Ifraclin Judah and Benjamin, 
faying, 

. ‘Thus faith the orp, Ye fhall not go up, nor 
fighe againit your brethren: return every man to his 
houte: for {air thing'is done ef me. And they obeyed 
the words of tuc Lurp, and returned from going againit 
Jeroboam, 

5 § And Rehoboam dwelt in Jerufalem, and built 


6 He built even Beth-Ichem, and Etam, and Tekoa, 
7 dnd ieth-zur, and Shoco, and Adullam, 
8 Aud Gath, and Marefhah, and Ziph, 

9g And Adoraim, and Lachiih, and Azekah, 

10 And Zorah, and Aijalov, and Hebron, which 
are in Judah and in Benjamin fenced cities. 

11 And he fortified the ftrong holds, and put cap- 
tains in them, and ftore of victual, and of oil and wine. 


s 





Gewerat Rerrecrions on Chap. X. 


We find from this chapter, that as by the heavy burdens laid by Solomon 
upon his fubjects, he alienated their affections from him ; fo by the 
imprudent conduét of his fon Rehoboam, moft of his pcuple revolted 
from him, which was the refult of his preferring the advice of the 
young and unexperienced to wife and aged counfellors: but herein 
was fulfilled God's threatening to Solomon for his idolatry and in- 
gratitude, 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XI. 

5 tui bult cities for defence in Fudab.] The cities here mentioned 
Ha built before: but perhaps he now repaired and enlarged fome of 
them. 

14. The Levites left their fuburbs and their pofeffion, &c.\ They refufed 

to olfer faeriiices before his calves ia Dan and Beth-el, and he would 

not Jet them go to worlhip at Jerufalem, and therefore they left their 

dwellings and their poffeffions, and went tolive there. 9 7 
ty Chey qvatked in the way of David and Solomon] Refpetting So- ' 

lonion, this muft moan, cither before his declenfion from the ways and 


12 And in every feveral city Le put fhiclds and {pears, 
and made them exceeding itrong, having Judah and 
Benjamin on his fide. 

13 G And the priefts and the Levites that were in 
all lfrael reforted to him out of all their coafts. 

14 For the Levites left their fuburbe and their pof- 
feffion, and came to Judah and Jerufalem: for Jero-~ 
boam and his fons had calt them off from exccuting the 
priefi’s office unto the Lorb: 

1g And he ordained him pricfts for the high places, 
and for the devils, and for the calves which he had 
made. 

16 And after them ont of all the tribes of Ifrae] fuch 
as fet their hearts to feck the Lorn God of Ifrael came 
to Jerufalem, to facrifice unto the Lory God of their 
fathers. 

17 So they filrengthened the kingdom of Judah, and 
made Rehoboam the fon of Solomon ftrong, three 
years: for three years they walked in the way ot David 
and Solomon. 

184 And Rehoboam took him Mahalath thedaughter 
of Jerimoth the fon of David to wife, ard Abihail the 
daughter of Eliab the fon of Jeffe ; 

19 Which bare him children ; Jeuih, and Shama- 
riah, and Zaham. . 

zo And after her he took Maachah the danghter 
of Abfalom ; which bare him Abijah, and Attai, and 
Ziza, and Shelomith. 

21 And Rehoboam loved Maachah the danghter of 
Abfalom above all his wives and his concubines: (for 
he took eighteen wives, and threefcure concubines ; 
and begat twenty and eight fons, and threefcore 
daughters.) 

22 And Rehoboam made Abijah the fon of Maa- 
chah the chief, fo de ruler among his brethren: for be 
thought to make him king. 

23 And he dealt wifely, and difperfed of all his chil- 
dren throughout all the countries of Judah and Ben- 
jamin, unto every fenced city: and he gavethem victual 
in abundance, And he defired many wives. 


. CHAP. XII. 


1Rehoboam forfaking the Lord is punifhed by Shifbak’s in- 
vafion: § he and ihe princes repenting at the preaching 
of Shemaiah are delivered from defiruction, but not from 
Sfpoil. 13 The reign and death of Rebsboam: Abijah 
Succeedeth him. 


ND it came to pafs, when Rehoboam had efta- 

blifhed the kingdom, and had itrengthened him- 
felf, he forfook the law of the Lora, and ail -Ifrael 
with him. 

2 And it came to pats, that in the fifth year of king 
Rehoboam Shifhak king of Egypt came wp againit 
Jerufalem, becaufe they had tranfgreffed againit the 
Lorp, 

3 Withtwelve hundred chariots, and threefcorethou- 
fand horfemen: and the people were without number 
that came with him out of Egypt; the Lubims, the 
Sukkiims, and the Ethiopians. ' 

4 And 


LT I ITD 

fervice of God, through the feduétion of his wives, or atthe time of his 

Pen in his old age, as may be inferred from his book of’ Kccle- 

jaftes. 
2g He dealt wifely, and difperfed—all his children throughout all the 
countries, &c.] Fearing a rebellion, he did not fuffer his children to 
live together, but difperfed them into all parts of the country under his 
government, that he might confirm. the kingdom in the hand of his fou 

Abijah. 

Generar Rervectrons on Chap. XI. 

We may obferve, from this chapter, that as Rehoboam was bleffed while 
he and hie-peoplé ferved the Lord, fo it will ever be; for they that 
fear and obey God, fhall profper, but fuch as depart from him, fball 
dmart for their folly. 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP, NII. 
3 Fhe Lubims, the Sukkiims, &c.) The Lubims were the people of 

Lybia, a famous country in Africa, adjoining to Egypt ; and the Suk- 

Kiims were the people called Troglodytes, who lived in dens and caves 


the Red-fea. 
near the c 2 That 


Shifhak maketh war againft hom. 


Before 
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Shifhak fpoileth Ferufalem. II. CHRONICLES. Abiah maketh war againfl Feroboam. 


woo 4 And he took the fenced cities which pertained to ' 3 And Abijah fet the battle in array with an army Before 
71. Judah, and came to Jerufalem. of valiant men of war, even four hundred thoufand CHEST 
: s & Then came Shemaiah the prophet to Rehoboam. chofen men: Jeroboam alfo fet the battle in array 937+ 
and fothe princes of Judah, that were gathered together againft him with eight hundred thouland cholen men, 
to Jerufalem becaufe of Shifhak, and faid unto them, being mighty men of valour. 
Thus faith the Lorp, Ye have forfaken mg, and there- 4 4 And Abijah ftood up upon mount Zemaraim, 
fore have I alfo Icft you in the hand of Shifhak. which zs in mount Ephraim, and faid, Wear me, thou 

6 Whercupon the princes of Ifrael and the king Jeroboam, and all liracl ; 

humbled themfelves; and they faid, The Lorp zs § Ought ye not to know that the Lorp God of 
_ righteous. Ifrael gave the kingdom over Iracl to David for ever, 

7 And when the Lorp faw that they humbled them- even to him and to his fons by a covenant of fale ? 
felves, the word of the Lorp came to Shemaiah, fay- 6 Yet Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, the fervant of 
ing, They have humbled themfelves; therefore I will Solomon the fon of David, is rifen up, and hath re- 
not deflroy them, but I will grant them fome deliver- belled againft his lord. : 
ance; and my wrath fhall not be poured out upon Je- 44 7 And there are gathered unto him vain men, the 
rufalem by the hand of Shifhak. . children of Beiial, and have tirenethened themtelves 

8 Neverthelefs they fhall be his fervants ; that they againit Rehoboam the fon of Solomon, when Reho- 
may know my fervice, and the fervice of the kingdoms boam was young and tenderhearted, and could not 
of the countries. withitand them. ; 

9 So Shifhak king of Egypt came up againft Jeru- 8 And now ye think to withRand the kingdom of 
falem, and took away the treafures of the houfe of the RE the Lorn in the hand of the fons of David; and ye be 
Lorp, and the treafures of the king’s houfe; he took a great multitude, and there are with you golden calves, 
all: he carried away alfo the fhields of gold which So- which Jeroboam made yon for gods. 

Jomon had made. . 9 Have ye not caf outthe prieiis of the Lorp, the 
’ 10 Infiead of which king Rehoboam made fhields fons of Aaron, and the Levites, and fave made vou 
of brafs, and committed them ta the hands of the chief pricfts after the manner of the nitions of elder finds? 
of theguard, thatkept the entranceof the king's houfe. fo that whofoever cometh to confecrate hinviely with a 

11 And when the king entered into the houfe of the young builock and feven rams, ¢he fame may be a prieft 
Loxp, the guard came and fetched them, and brought of then that are no gods. 
them again into the guard chamber, 10 But as for us, the Loxp 7s our God, and we hive 

12 And when he humbled himfelf, the wrath of the not forfakea him; and the priefis, which miniicrun o 
Lorp turned from him, that he would not deftroy dim the Lorn, are the fons of Aaron, and the Levites cuit 
allogether: and alfo in Judah things went well. upon ¢heir bulin. (: 

13 | So king Rehoboam ftrengthenced himfelf in at And they burn unto the Lory every morning 
Jerufalem, and reigned: for Rehoboam was one and and every eve::ing burnt facrifices and {weer incentle: 
forty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned the fhewbread alto fet (dey in order pon tie pore tables 
feventcen years in Jerufalem, the city which the Lorp and the candleflick of gold with the lamps thereof, to 
had chofiu vut of all the tribes of Ifrael, to put his burn every cvening: jor we keen the charge of the 
naime there. And his mother’s name was Naamah an Lorp our God; but ye have foriaken him. 
Ammonitefs. 12 And, behold, God himnfeir 7s with us for our 

14 And he did evil, becaufe he prepared not his captain, and his pricfts with fou.iay tru pits to cry 
heart to feck the Lono. alarm againil you. © clildrey of Livaci, “font ye not 

15 Now the acts of Rehoboam, firft and laft, are againft the Lor » God of your fathers 3 fue ye {hall not 
they not written in the book of Shemaiah the prophet, profper. . 
and of Iddo the feer concerning genealogics ? And 13 FY But Jeroboam caufed in ambufhnent to come 
there were wars between Rchoboam and Jeroboam con- about behind them: fo thiy vere before Judah, and 
tinually. the ambufhment was behind them. 

16 And Rehoboam flept with his fathers, and was 14 And when Judah looked back, behold, the battle 
buried in the city of David: and Abijah his fon reigned was before and behind: anthey cried unto the Lorn, 
in his flead. and the prene founded with the trumpets. 

1g Then the men of Judah gave a thout: and as 

CH A Pp. XU. the noe of Judah aie it cme to pafs, that God 

x Abijah maketh war againft Feroboam: 4 he deciareth fmote Jeroboam and all ifracd befure bijah and Judah, 
the right of bis caufe : 13 tritfling in God he cvercometh 16 And the children of ifracl fled bcfore Judah: 

Jeroboam. 21 The wives and children of Abijab. and God delivered the:n into their hand. 

OW in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam 17 And Abijah and his people flew them with a 
958. began Abijah to reign over Judah. great flaughter: fo there fell down flain of Lirael five 

2 Hercigned three years in Jerufalem. His mo- | hundred thoufand choien men, 
ther’s name alfo was Michaiah the daughter of Uriel 18 Thus the children of Irae! were brought under 
of Gibeah. And there was war between Abijah and at that time, and the children of fadah prevailed, be- 
Jeroboam. ; caufe they relied upon the Lexy God of their fathers. 

T 19 .ind 





8 That they may duc my Service, and the forvice of the kingdoms of the 
countries.) Ke refolved to let them feel the difference between him and 
other lords and mafters ; and how much more happy they were while 
they continued to worfhip and ferve him, than when they fell under a 
forcign yoke. - 

14. He did evil, becanfe he prepared not his heart to feck the Lord.] ‘This 
feems to fignify that after his humihation for his fins, he relapfed again 
into them. 


Generat RerrectTrons on Chap. XII. 


This chapter points out to us, that although God had chaftifed Rehoboam 
by the revolt of the ten tribes, that prince forfook God, as foon as 
he found himfelf fettled, and drew away his fubjetts into the fame 
rebellion ; but by God’s bringing the king of Egypt againit him to 
ftrip him of part of his dominions and plunder the temple, we fee the 
dreadful confequence of abufing the favours of God, aad defpifing 
his corre¢tions too, 3 
























COMMENTARY axndNOTES 05. . HAP. SHIL 

4 Abijah flood upupou mount Zemaraint, uti! 2 1 moni Ept-rainn Se. | 
By this it feeais that Abijah had entercd inte the couniry of the frael- 
ites, and there drew up his army on the hill, afterwards cailed Sa- 
maria. : 

9 After the manner of the nations of cther la»?:, &e.] Without 
any regard to the family they were of, and out cf any part of the 
country. 

11 Lhe foewbread alfo fet thry in erder upon the pure table; and the can 
dleftick, &c.) Hereby putting the Ifraelites in mind how the worthip 
of God was with great folemnity kept up in Judah, which in fome yeurs 
the Ifraclites had not feen, and perhaps had forgot, 

17 There fell down flain of Ifvacl frve bumdred thoufand chofen 
men} ‘Thisis the greateft flaughter that we read of in hiftory ; but 
it is not incredible, when we confider that God fought for Judah: 
though fome learned men are of opinion that a cypher has becn, 


| through negligence, added to this, and to the numbers in verfe the third. 


19 Ard 





Afa fmiteth Zeral the Ethiopran. 


Before ‘ 
CHRIST oitiés from him, Beth-el with the towns thereof, and 


957 


955+ 


gsr. 


941. 


19 And Abijah purfued after Jeroboam, and took 


Jefhanah with the towns thereof, and Ephraim with 
the towns thereof. 


20 Neither did Jerobeam recover firength again in- 


the days of Abijah: and the Loro ftruck him, and he 
died. 

21 4 But Abijah waxed mighty, and married four- 
teen wives, and begat twenty and two fons, and fix- 
teen daughters. 

22 And the reft of the acts of Abijah, and his ways, 
and his fayings, are written in the ftory of the prophet 
Iddo. 


“CHAP. XIV. 


1 Abijah dieth ; Afa fucceeding deftreyeth idolatry. 6 

Having peace he firengtheneth his kingdom with forts. 

8 His arny. 9 Attacked by Zerah the Ethiopian, be 

calleth upon God, and fmiting the Ethiopians bringeth 

away much fpoil. 

O Abijah flept with his fathers, and they buried 
S him in the city of David: and Afa his fon reigned 
in his ftead. In his days the land was quiet ten years. 

2 And Ala did that which was good and right in the 
eyes of the Lorn his God: 

3 For he took away the altars of the ftrange gods, 
and the high places, and brake down the images, and 
cut down the groves: 

4 And commanded Judah to feek the Lerp God of 
their fathers, and to do the Jaw and the commandment. 

5 Alfo he took away out of all the cities ef Judah 
the high places and the images: and the kingdom was 
quiet before him. 

6 And he built fenced citiesin Judah: for the land 
had reli, and he had no war in thote years: becaufe the 
Lorn had given him reft. 

7 Theretore he faid unto Judah, Let us build thefe 
cities, and make about ¢em walls, and towers, gates, 
and bars, cA7/e the land zs yet before us; becanfe we 
have fought the Lorp our God, we have fought dim, 
and he hath given usreit on every fide. So they built 
and profpered. . 

8 © And Afa had an army of men that bare targets 
and {pears, out of Judah three hundred thoufand; and 
outot Benjamin, that bare fhields and drew bows, two 
hundred and fout {core thouland: all thefe were mighty 
men of valour. 

9 § And there came out againft them Zerah the 
Ethiopian with an hoft of a thonfand thoufand, and 
three hundred chariots; and came unto Marefhah. 

10 Then Afa went out againit him, and they fet the 
battle in array in the valley of Zephathah at Marefbah. 

if And Ala cried unto the Lorn his God, and faid, 


‘Lorp, if 7s nothing with thee to help, whether with 


many, or with them that have no power: help us, O 


Lorp our Gad; for we reft on thee, and in thy name~ 


we go againit this multitude. O Lorp, thou art our 
God; let not man prevail againft thce. 

12 So the Lorn fmote the Ethiopians before Afa, 
and before Judah; and the Ethiopians fled. 

13 And Afaand the people that were with him pur- 


EEE SE EE EREIREnNS 
19 And Ephraim, &c.] There was a city, as well as a tribe, called 
Ephraim, which fome think was the fame with Opbrah. 


Generat Rerrections on Chap. XI. 


‘The piety of Abijah, in pleading for the true worfhip of God againtt 
idolatry, and God’s favour to_him thereupon, fhew us, that if we 
adhere to the Lord’s ways, defend his caufe, and worbhip him in fin- 
cerity, no weapon formed againtt us fhall profper. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 


‘ 9 Lerab the Ethiopian, &c.] The king of the Arabians, as Cufh here 
ignifies. 
. 3 They could not recover themfelues] ‘The victory was fo complete, 
that they could not rally their forces to renew the fight. 

They were defirayed before the Lord, &c.] The word * deftroyed”’ im- 
ports, that very many perifhed. 

35 dud camels in abundance, &¢.] The abundance of camels which 

No. 33+ 


CHAP. XIV. XV. 





fued them unto Gerar: and the Ethiopians were over- 

thrown, that they could not recover themfelves ; for 

they were deftroyed before the Lorn, and before his 
hoft ; and they carried away very much fpoil. 

14 And they fmote all the cities round about Gerar; 
for the fear of the Lorp came upon them: and they 
fpoiled all the cities; for there was excceding much 
{poil in them. 

15 They {mote alfo the tents of cattle, and carried 
away fheep and camelsin abundance, and returned te 
Jerufalem. 

CHAP. XV. 

1 The prophecy of Azariah the fon of Oded. 8 Afa lear~ 
zug it putteth away idolatry, and affenbleth the whole 
body of his people at Ferufalem ; they enter into covenant 
with God. 16 He removeth Maachah his mother from 
being queen on account of ber idolatry. 18 He bringeth 
into the houfe of God the things which had been dedicated; 
and enjoyeth a long peace. 


A’ D the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the 
fon of Oded: 

2 And he went out to meet Afa, and faid unto him, 
Hear ye me, Afa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The 
Lorp ?s with you, while ye be with him; and if ye 
feek him, he will be found of you; butif ye forfake 
him, he will forfake you. 

3 Now for a Jong feafon Ifrael Lath been without the 
ue God, and without a teaching prieft, and without 
aw. 

4 But when they in their trouble did turn unto the 
pe God of Ifrael, and fought him, he was found of 
them. : 

5 And in thofe times there was no peace to him that 
went ont, nor to himthdt came in, but great vexations 
were upon all the inhabitants of the countries. 

6 And nation was deftroyed of nation, and city of 
city: for God did vex them with all adverfity. 

7 Be ye ftrong therefore, and !et not your hands be 
weak: for your work fhall be rewarded, 

8 J And when Afa heard thefe words, and the pro= 
phecy of Oded the prophet, he took courage, and put 
away the abominable idols out of all the land of Judah 
and Benjamin; and out of the cities which he had ta- 


‘ken from mount Ephraim, and renewed the altar of 


the Lorn, that was before the porch of the Lorn. 

9 And he gathered all Juclah and Benjamin, and the 
ftrangers with them out of Ephraim and Manaffeh, and 
out of Simeon: for they fell to him .out of Iirael in 
abundance, when they faw that the Lorp his God was 
with him. 

10 So they gathered themfelves together at Jerufalem 
in the third month, in the fifteenth year of the reign 
of Afa. 

11 And they offered unto the Lorn the fame time, 
of the fpoil which they had brought, feven hundred 
oxen and feven thoufand fheep. 

12 And they entered into a covenant to feek the 
Lorp God of their fathers with all their heart and with 
all their foul ; 

13 That whofoever would not feek the Lorp God af 

Ifrael 


ec SS, 
they bad, fhews they were Arabians, whofe country abounded’ with 
thofe creatures. . 


Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. XIV. 


In this chapter alfo, from the great vitory obtained by Afa over the 
Ethiopians, we are further led to fee the happy effects of ferving 
God, and relying upon him, who is ever nigh unto them that fear 
him, and is both able and ready to deliver them in times af 
trouble. : 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES ox CHAP. XV, 


2 While ye be with him, &c.] While ye continue to worfhip him 
alone. 
In thofe times there wvas no peace, &,] ‘The words muft be tranflated, 
In thofe days there fhall he no peace, &c. and at the next verfe alfo we 
fhould read, Nation thal! be deitroyed ofmnation, &c. 

8 The prophecy of Oded, &C) ive. of Azanah the fon of Oded. 

4G 17 The 


He putteth away rdolatry. 


Before 
CHRIST 


Q4ie 


Baafha diverted from building Ramah. 11. CHRONICLES. 


Before Ifrael fhould be put to death, whether {mall or great, 
canist whether man or woman. ; ; 
oo 14 Aud they {ware untotheLorp witha loud voice, 
and with fhouting, and with trumpets, and with cornets. 
15 And all Judah rejoiced at the oath : for they had 
fworn with all their heart, and fought him with their 
whole defire ; and he was found of them: and the Lorp 
gave them reft round about. 
16 J And alfo concerning Maachah the mother of 
Afa the king, he removed her from deing queen, becaufe 
fhe had madean idol in a grove: and Afa cut down her 
idol, and ftamped 7#, and burnt /¢ at the brook Kidron. 
17 But the high places were not-taken away out of 
Sfrael: neverthelefs the heart of Afa was perfect all his 
days. 
v3 q And he brought into the houfe of God the 
things that his father had dedicated, and that he him- 
felf had dedicated, filver, and gold, and veffels. 3 
1g And there was no more war unto the five and thir- 
tieth year of the reign of Afa. 


CHAP. XVE. 


1 Afa maketh a league with Ben-hadad king of Syria 
againft Baafha, whois thereby diverted from the burld- 
ing of Ramah; Afa with the frones thereof buildeth 
Geba and Mizpab. 7 Hanani the feer, reproving him 
for applying to the Syrians for aid rather than to God, 
is imprifoned by him. 11 Afa in bis ficknefs feeketh not 
to God, but to the phyficians. 13 His death and burial. 


94°. WN the fix and thirtieth year of the reign of Afa 
B Baafha king of Hrael came up againft Judah, and 
built Ramah, to theintent that he might let none go 
out or come in to Afaking of Judah. 

2 Then Afa brought out filver and gold out of the 
treafures of the houfe of the Lonn and of the king’s 
houfe, and fent to Ben-hadad king of Syria, that dwelt 
at Damafcus, faying, : 

3 There is a league between me and thee, as there 
avas between my father and thy father: behold, I have 
fent thee filver and gold; go, break thy league with 
Baafha king of Ifraecl, that he may depart from me. 

4 And -Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Afa, and 
fent the captains of his armies againft the cities of 
Hrael; and they fmote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-maim, 
and.all the ftore cities of Naphtali. 

5 And it came to pafs, when Baafha heard if, that 
he left off building of Ramah, and Iet his work ceafe. 

6 Then Afathe king took all Judah; and they car- 
ried away the ftones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, 
wherewith Baafha was building; and he built therewith 
Geba and Mizpah. 

‘941. - 9 JT And at that time Hananithe feer came to Afa 
king of Judah, and faid unto him, Becaufe thou hatt 
relied on the king of Syria, and not relied on the Lorp 
thy God, therefore is the hoft of the king of Syria 
efcaped out of thine hand. : 

8 Were not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a huge 
hoft, with very: many chariots and horfemen ? yet, be- 
caufe thou didft rely on the Lorp, he delivered them 
into thine hand. 
i 

bi ces aucre not taker away out of Ifracl, &c.] Vhis 
oe ee ee which Ata hed Pees in land of 
Hfracl, for hie was not able to remove them. 


Guinerav Rervecrions on Chap. XV. 
Whis hiftory fhewe us, thar the chief care of princes, and of their people, 
ought to be, to render God propitious to them, by their fincere ad- 
” herence to religion, in which alone confiits their happinefs and fecu- 
rity: fee ver. 2. of this chapter. : 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES os CHAP. XVI. 


t dun ebe fix and thirtieth year of the reign of Afa Banfoa king of Ifrael 
same up, &c.] Baatha died in the fix and twentieth year of Afa; and 
therefore the beft authors are of opinion that 4n etror is crept into the 
text, through the inattention of the tranfcriber. 

az Yet iz bis difeafe he fought not to the Lard, but to the phyficians.| 
He trufted to their {kill, more than to the goodnefs and power of God, 
which he omitted to implore, and continued in his former faal]t of putting 
eonfidence in man. 


14 Thy made a cers great burning for hin] ‘The Ifraelites might 





groves out of Judah. 





Fehofhaphat’s good reign, 


9 For the eyes of the Lorp run to and fra through- Before - 
out the whole‘earth, to thew himfelf ftrong in the be. CHRIST. 
half of them whofe heart zs perfect toward him. Herein 7!" 
thou haft done foolifhly = therefore from henceforth 
thou fhalt have wars. : 

10 Then Afa was wroth with the feer, and put hina 
in a prifon houfes for se was in a,rage with him be- 
caufe of this thing. And Afa oppreficd some of the 
people the fame time. 

11 § And, behold, the acts of Afa, firft and laft, Io, 
they are written in the book of the kings of Judah and 
Ifrael. 

12 And Afa in the thirty and ninth year of his reign 
was difeafed in his feet, until his difeafe was exceeding 


great: yet in his difeafe he fought not to the Lorp, 


but to the phyficians. 
13 @ And Afa flept with his fathers, and diedinthe 914 
one and fortieth year of his reign. 
14 And they buried him in his own fepulchres, which 
he had made for himfelf in the city of David, and laid 
him in the bed which was filled with {weet odours and 
divers kinds of /pices prepared by the apothecaries’ art: 
and they made a very great burning tor him. 
CHAP.’ XVII. 
1 Febofbaphat fucceeding Afa reigneth well and profpe: eth, ; 
7 He fendeth Levites with his princes to teach the law 
in Fadah. 10 Lhe neighbouring kingdoms awed by Gad 
dare nat difturb him; the Phitiftines and drabians brings 
him prefents and tribute. 12 His greatnefs ; the number 
of his forces under their refpective captains. 
“ND Jehofhaphat his fon reigned in his ftead, and 
ftrengthened himiclf againft Hracl. ; 
2 And he placed forces in all the fenced cities of 


Judah, and fet garrifons in the land of Judah, and in 


the cities of Ephraim, which Afa his father had taken. 
3 And the Lorp was with Jchofhaphat, becaute he 
walked in the firft ways of his father David, and foughe 


not unto Baalim ; 


4 But fought to the LORD God of his father, and 


; ' walked in his commandments, and not after the doings 
of Ifrael. 


' § Therefore the Lorn ftablifhed the kingdom in 


his hand; and all Judah brought to Jehofhaphat pre- 


(ents; and he had riches and honour in abundance. 
6 And in his heart was lifted upin the ways of the 913+ 
Lorv: moreover he took away the high places and 


74 Alfo in the third year of his reign hefent to his 9*** 


princes, even to Ben-hail, and to Obadiah, and to Ze- 
chariah, and to Nethaneel, and to Michaiah, to teach 
in the cities of Judah. 


. 8 And with them Je /ent Levites, ever Shemaiah, 


and Nethaniah, and Zebadiah, and Afahcl, and She- 
miramoth, and Jehonathan, and Adonijah, and obi- 
jah, and Tob-adonijah, J.evites; and with them Eli- 
‘fhama and Jehoram, pricfts. 


9 And they taught in Judah, and fad the book of 
the law of the Lorp with them, and went abnut 
throughout . 





perhaps have Jearned fromthe antient Egyptians the cuitom not of buras 
*ing bodies, but of burning many fpices at their funcra!s. = 


Generat ReFrecrions on Chap. AVI. 


What happened to this prince, teaches us, that after beginning weil, 
we fhould perfevere in our duty, left we lofe God's bleiing ; and this 
is a warning in_ particular to pious perfons to be upon their guard, 
walking humbly and in the fear of God, left at any time they 
fhould flip or fall, and thereby bring a difgrace upon their profef- 
fion. 


COMMENTARY arn NOTES ox CHAP. XVIL 


6 His heart was Lifted up in the ways of the Lord, &c.] He had 
formed generous and exalted refolutions to promote the worlhip of 
God. 

7 He Sent to his princes—to teach in the cities of Fudah.] The molt 

robable opinion is, that they admonifhed and required the people to 
obferve the laws of God, and Ieft the particular explication an@en- 


forcement of them to thofe of the facred order who attended them. * 
: 13 He 


roa a SEAS 


He joineth in alliance with Ahab. ‘CHAP. XVIII. 


Before throughout all the cities of Judah, and taught the 


CHRIST. 


Gi people. 


. 10 4 And the fear of the Lorp fell upon all the 
kingdoms of the lands that were round about Judah, 
fo that they made no war againit Jehofhaphat. 

11 Alfo fome of the Philiftines brought Jehofhaphat 
prefents, and tribute filver; and the Arabians brought 


him flocks, feven thoufand and feven hundred rams, : 


and feven thouland and feven hundred he goats. 

a2 GY And Jehofhaphat waxed great exceedingly ; 
and he built in Judah cattles, and cities of ftore. 
_ 13 And hehad much bufinefs in the cities of Judah: 
and the men of war, mighty men of valour, were in 


Jerufalem. . 
14 And thele are the numbers of them ac¢ording to 


* : 
the honfe of their fathers: Of Judah, the captains of 


thoufands ; Adnah the chief, and with him mighty 
inen of valour three hundred thoufand. 

15 And next to him was Jehohanan the captain, 
and with him two hundred and fourfcore thoufand. 


16 And nest him was Amafiah the fon of Zichri, 


who willingly offered himfelf unto the Lorp; and with 
him two hundred thoufand mighty men of valour. 

+7 And of Benjamin; Eliada a mighty man of va- 
Jour, and with him armed men with bow and fhield 
two hundred thoufand. 

r8And next him teas Jchozabad, and with himan hun- 
dred and fouriccre thouland ready prepared for the war. 

19 Thefe waited on the king, befide thofe whom the 
king put in the fenced cities throughout all Judah. 


; CHAP, XVUL 


1 Jebofhaphat joined in afinity with Abab is perfuaded to 


go with bim againfe Ramsth-gilead. 4 Febofhaphat pro- 
pofeth to enquire of God ; Abab’s falfe prophets affure 
bim of fucce/s. 6 At Febafoaphat’s requefe Micaiabh is 
Jfent fer: 15 cubo foretelleth Abas’s death, and foeweth 
that his falfe prophets were poficfjed by a lying fpirit. 
23 LHe ts ill treated and fent toprifon. 28 Ahab goeth 


in difguife to the battle, where Febofhaphat being mif- 
33 Ahab |. 


taken for him narrowly eftapeth being flain. 
is flain by an arrow shot at a venture. 


IN Jehofhaphat had riches and honour in 


Rare abundance, and joined affinity with Ahab. 


2 And after certain years he went down to Ahab to-]. 


Samaria, And Ahab killed fheep and oxen for him in 


abundance, and for the people that 4e sad with him,’ 


and perfuaded him to gu up with him to Ramoth-gilead. 
and Abab king of Ifrael-faid unto Jehofhaphat 
king of Judah, Wilt thou go with me to Ramoth- 
gilead? And he anfwered him, I amas thou art, and 
my people as thy people; and we wi! de with thee in 
the war. : 
49 And Jehofhaphat faid unto the king of Ifrael, 
Enquire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lorp to day. 


5 Theretore the king of Ifrael gathered together of 


prophets four hundred men, and faid unto them, Shall 
we go to Raimoth-~zilead to battle, or thall I forbear ? 
And they faid, Go up; for God will deliver 7¢ into 


the king’s hand. 
69 But Jehofhaplhat faid, /s there not here a pro- 


phet of the Lorn belides, that we might enquire of 


him? 
.7 And the king of Hiacl faid unto Jchofhaphat, 


There is yor one man, by whom we may enquire of the 
Lorpv: but L hate him; fer he never prophefied good 
unto me, but always evil: the fame 7#s Micaiah the fon 





13 He bad much bufinefs ix the cities of Jadab, &c.}] To fettle reli- 
gion, and extirpate sdolatry, as well as to provide for their fafety by 
tortifications, and whatfoever was necetizry tur the prefervation of pub- 
lic tranquillity. 

Genenat Rerrections on Chap. XVII. 

From God’s gracious dealings to pious Jehofhaphat, we learn, that the 
way of the righteous tends to profperity ; and whea any perfons are 
brought to ferve, obey, and love God with their whole heart, the 
Lord caufes their very encmies to be at peace with them. 

3 : 


in the mouth of all his prophets. 
§ faid, Thou fhalt entice Zim, and thon fhalet alfo prevail: 






Micarah prophefieth Ahab’s death. 


of Imla. And Jehofhaphat faid, Let not the king Before 
fay fo. canie 
97 


8 And the king of Ifrael called for one of bis officers, 
and faid, Fetch quickly Micaiah the fon of Imla. 

9 And the king of Ifrael and Jehofhaphat king of 
Judah fat either of them on his throne, clothed in heir 
robes, and they fat in a void place at the entering in of 
the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophefied 


before them. 
to And Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah had made 


him horns of iron, and faid, Thos faith the Lorp, 
With thefe thou fhalt puth Syria until they be confumed. 

11 And all the prophets prophefied {o, faying, Go 
up to Ramoth-gilead, and profper : for the Lorp fhall 
deliver zt into the hand of the king. 

12 Andthemeffenger that went to call Micaiah fpake 
tohim, faying, Behold, the words of the prophets de- 
clare good to the king with one affent ; let thy word 
therefore, I pray thee, be like one of their’s, and {peaks 
thou good. ; 

13 And Micaiah faid, 4s the Lorp liveth, even 
what my God daith, that will I fpeak. 7 

14 And when he was come to the king, the king 
faid unto him, Micaiah, fhall we go to Ramoth-gilead 
to battle, or fhall 1 forbear? Andi he faid, Go ye up, 
and profper, and they fhall be delivered into your hand. 

15 J «nd the king faid to him, How many times 
fhall I adjure thee that thou fay nothing but the truth 
to me in the name of the Loxp? 

16 Yhen he faid, I did {ee all Ifrael feattered upon 
the mountains; as {heep that have no fhepherd: and the 
Lorp faid, Thefe have no mafier; let them return 
therefore every man to his houfe in peace. 

17 And the king of Hirael faid to Jehofhaphat, Did 
IT not tell thee ¢4a/ he would not prophety gocd unto 


. me, but evil? 


18 Again he faid, Therefore hear the ward of the 
Lorn ; Liaw the Lory fitting upon his throne, and all 
the hoft of heaven ftanding on his right hand and oa 


his left. 


19 And the Lorp faid, Who fhall entice Ahab king 
of Ifrael, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? 


And one fpake faying after this manner, and another- 


faying after that manner, 
20 Then there came out a‘fpirit, and ftood before 
the Lorp, and faid, 1 will entice him. 


faid unto him, Wherewith ? 
2i And he faid, I will go out, and be a lying fpirit 
And the LORD 


go out, and do ewex fo. 
’” 32 Now therefore, behold, the Lorp hath puta 


lying fpirit in the mouth of thele thy prophets, and the 


Lokp-hath fpoken evil againft thée. 
23 Q Then Zedekiah the fon of Chenaanah came 


near, and fmote Micaiah upon the cheek, and faid, 


And the Lorp- 


Which way went the Spirit of the Lorp from me to 


{peak unto thee? : 
24 And Micaiah faid, Behold, thou fhalt feeon that 


day when thou fhalt go into an inner chamber to hide 
thytelf. : are Rein na 

25 Then the king of Ifrael faid, Take ye Micaiah, 
and carry him back co Amon the governor of the city, 
and to Joafh the king’s fon ; 

26 And fay, Thus faith the king, Put this fe//ow in 
the prifon, and feed him with bread of affliftion and 
with water of afficiton, until 1 return in peace. 
7 ; 27 And 
ge EA AIEEE CAE a ER ARS, 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 

1 And joined affinity with dhab.| For his fon married Athaliah the 
daughter of Ahab: fee 2 Arugs viii. 13. : 

3 Wilt thou go with me, &c.] ‘Vhe preceding verfe tells us, that 
s Ahab had perfuaded him to go up with him, &c.” and by the 

ueftion being here repeated, it feems as af Ahab refolved more de- 
Iiberately upon what he had propofed beiore in the midit of the en- 


tertainment, 
GENERAL 


Ahab is flain in battle. 


Before 
CHRIST 


897. 


896. 


e 


27 And Micaiah faid, If thou certainly return in 
peace, then hath not the Lorp fpoken by me. And 
he faid, Hearken, all ye people. : 

28 J So the king of Ifrael and Jehofhaphat the king 
of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead. 

2g And the king of Ifrael faid unto Jehofhaphat, I 
will difguife myfelf, and will go to the battle ; but put 
thou on thy robes. 
him{felf; and they went to the battle. 

30 Now theking of Syria had commanded the cap- 
tains of the chariots that were with him, faying, Fight 
ye not with fmall or great, fave only with the king of 
Ifrael. 

_31 And it came to pafs, when the captains of the 
chariots faw Jehéfhaphat, that they faid, It 7s the king 
of Ifrael. Therefore they compaffed about him to 
fight : but Jehofhaphat cried out, and the Lorp helped 
him 5 and God moved them ¢#o depart from him. 

. 32 For it came to pafs, that, when the captains of 
the chariots perceived that it was not the king of Ifrael, 
they turned back again from purfuing him. 

32 YF Anda certain man drew a bow at a venture, 
and {mote the king of Irae] between the joints of the 
harnets: therefore he faid to his chariot man, Turn 
thine hand, that thou mayelft carry me out of the hoft; 
for I am wounded. 

34 And the battle increafed that day : howbeit the 
king of Ifrael ftayed him/elfup in Sis chariot againft the 
Syrians until the even: and about che time of the fun 
going down he died. 


CHAP. XIX. : 
1 Febofbaphat on his return is reproved by Feliu for having 


joived in alliance with Apab. 4 Hewifiteth bis kingdom. | 
J 4 oO 


5 fis infiructions to the judges cohom he appointed in 
the cities of Judah; 8 and to the pricfts and Levites, 
who exercifed judgment at Ferufalem. 


ND Jehofhaphat the king of Judah returned to 
his houfe in peace to Jerufalem. 

2 And Jehu the fon of Hanani the feer went out to 
meet him, and faid to king Jehofhaphat, Shouldett 
thou help the ungodly, and love them that hate the 
Lorp ? therefore zs wrath upon thee from before the 
Lorp. 

3 Neverthelefs there are good things found in thee, 
in that thou haft taken away the groves out of the land, 
and haft prepared thine heart to feek God. 

14 Q@ And Jehofhaphat dwelt at Jerufalem: and he 
went out again through the people from Beer-fheba to 
mount Ephraim, and brought them back unto the 
Lorp God of their fathers. 

5G And he fet judges in the land throughout all the 
fenced cities of Judah, city by city, 

6 And faid to the judges, Take heed what ye do: 
for ye judge not for man, but for the Lorn, who és 
with you in the judgment. 

7 Wherefore now let the fear of the Lorp be upon 
you; take hced and do ¢f: for there is no iniquity with 
the Lo rp our God, nor refpeét of perfons, nor taking 
of gifts, 


a ea tS Sn 
GenrrRart Rervectrons on Chap. XVII 


Though Fehofhaphat was blameable in allying with Ahzb, neverthe- 
lefs he _manifetted his piety in confulting the Lord's prophet. ‘The 
iffue of the battle proved, that undertakings formed contrary to the 
will of God rarely profper, but his threatnings will infallibly be ex- 
ecuted on the wicked, while he protects his people. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 

2 Shouldeft thou help the ungodl, », and love them that hate the Lord, &c.] 
‘As much as to fay, this is contrary to common reafon, which tanght the 
heathens to make no friendfhip with fuch as were the enemies of their 
gods ; nor even to lodgein the fame houfe with a murderer, or other 
grievous criminals, or even eat with them. : 

6 But far the Lord, who is with you in the judgment. It isan obfervation 
of Cicero, that judges being fworn to do juftice, fhould remember, 
when they come to pafs fentence, Den fe habere teftem, id eft, ut ego 
arbitror, zzentem fuam, qua nihil bomini dedit ipfe Deus divinins:—that he 
hath God for a witnefs of what he does, even bis own confcience, than 
which God hath given to men nothing more divine. Cic. de Offic. 
lib. iii, co 20. 


So the king of Lael difguifed | 


II. CHRONICLES. Fehofhaphat’s prayer to God for help. 


8 J Moreover in Jerufalem did Jehothaphat fet of Refare 
the Levites, and of the priefts, and of the chief of the “Gee 


fathers of Ifrael, for the judgment of the Lorn, and 
for controverfies, when they returned to Jerufalem. 

9 And he charged them, faying, ‘hus fhall ye do 
in the fear of the Lorn, faithfully, and with a perteé 
heart. 

10 And what caufe foever fhall come to you of your 
brethren that dwell in their cities, between blood and 
blood, between law and commandment, ftatutes and 
judgments, ye fhall even warn them that they trefpafs 
not againft the Lorn, and / wrath come upon you, 
and upon your brethren: this do, and ye fhall not 
trefpafs. 

ar And, behold, Amariah the chief prieft 7s over 
you in all matters of the Lorp; and Zebadiah the fon 
of Ifhmael, the ruler of the houfe of Judah, for all the 
king’s matters: alfo the Levites /ha// be officers before 
you. Deal courageoufly, and the Lorn fhall be with 
the good. : 


CHAP. XX. 


1 Febofbaphat invaded by the Moabites and others in his 
fear proclaimeth a faft. § His prayer. 14 The pro 
phecy of Fahaziel. 20 Febofbaphat exhorteth the peo- 
ple, and appointeth fingers to praije the LORD. 22 
The enemses deftroy one another, and leave much fpoil 
Sor Yfras’. 26 The people, having bleffed God at Be- 
rachah, return in triumph, and dwell unmolefied. 21 
Jebofoaphat’s good reign and ails. 35 He joineth with 
Abaxiah in fending fhips to Tarfaifh, which according to 
the prediction of kliexar are wrecked. id 


ie came to pafs after this alfo, tat the children of 
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them 
other befide the Ammonites came againit Jehofhaphat 
to battle. 

2 Then there came fome that told Jehofhaphat, fay- 
ing, There cometh a great multitude againft thee from 
beyond the fea on this fide Syria; and, behold, they be 
in Hazazon-tamar, which 7s En-gedi. 

3 And Jehofhaphat feared, and fet himfelf to feek 
the Lorn, and proclaimed = faft throughout all Judah. 

4 And Judah gathered themfelves together, to afk 
help of the Lokn: even out of all the cities of Judah 
they came to feek the Loxp. , 

5 Y And Jehofhaphat ttood in the congregation of 
Judah and Jerufalem, in the houfe of the Lorp, before 
the new court, : 

6 And faid, O Lorp God of our fathers, art not 
thou God in heaven? and ruleft not thou over all the 
kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not 
power and might, fo that noneis able to withftand thee? 

7 Art not thou our God, who didi drive out the 
inhabitants, of this land before thy people Ifrael, and 
gavelt it to the feed of Abraham thy friend for ever? 

8 And they dwelt therein, and have built thee a 
fanctuary therein for thy name, faying, , 

9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the fword, judg- 
ment, or peftilence, or famine, we ftand before this 

houfe, 





10 Ye faail even avaru them that they tre/pafs not againft the Lerd, Sc. } 
They were not only to pronounce a jult ientence in every caufe, but 
fhould alfo admonith him who was in the wrong, to beware ot injunng 
their neighbours ‘tor the time to come. 


Generar Rerrecrrons on Chap. XIX. 

As God fent a prophet to rebuke Jehofhaphat for joining idolatrous 
Ahab, this fhould be a caution to us, not to contract intimacy with 
the wicked. The wife conduct of [chofhaphat fhews the duty of 
princes; his appointing judges, the folemn charge he gave them to 
act confcientioufly, and the good regulations he made in the ttate, 
evidence to us the neceffity and beauty of order not only in civil, but 
efpecially in religious matters. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XX, 

1 And awith them other befide the Ammonttes, &c-] It ought to he tran 
lated, And with them the Meunims, a people in Acabia, nearthe Muabites 
and the Ammonites, and are here called in as auxiliarics. 

2 From beyond the fea, &e.] i. ¢. The Dead fea. 

Q Thefaword, judgment, &c.] Some tranflate it, ‘The {word of judg- 
ment; ie, the punihing fword. 

a1 Lebcld 





Before houfe, and in thy prefence, (for thy name Zs in this 
os honfe,) and cry unto thee in our aflidion, then thou 


wilt hear and help. 

. 10 And now, behold, the children of Ammon and - 
Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldeft not let 
Ifrael invade, when they cameout of theland of Egypt, 
but they turned from them, and deftroyed them not; 

11 Behold, J fay, bow they reward us, to come to 
caft us out of thy poffeflion, which thou haft given us 
to inherit. 

12 Oour God, wilt thou not judge them? for we 
have no might againft this great company that cometh 
againit us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes 
are upon thee. 

13 And all Judah ftood before the Lorn, with their 
little ones, their wives, and their children. 

14 GF Then upon Jabaziel the fon of Zechariah, the 
fon of Benaiah, the fon of Jeicl, the fon of Mattaniah, 
a Levite of the fons of Afaph, came the Spirit of the 
Lorp in the midft of the congregation ; 

15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye in- 
habitants of Jerufalem, and thou king Jehofhaphat, 
Thus faith the Lorp unto you, Be not afraid nor dif- 
mayed by reafon of this great multitude; for the battle 
zs not your’s, but God’s. 

16 To morrow go ye down againft them: behold, 
they come up by the cliff of Liz; and. ye fhall find 
them at theend of the brook, before the wildernefs of 
Jeruel. 

17 Ye fhall not xeedto fight in this dati/e: fet your- 
felves, fiand ye ill, and fee the falvation of the Lorp 
with you, O Judah and Jerufalem: fear not, nor be 
difmayed ; to oe go out againit them: for the 
Lorp will be with 

18 And Yehotiaphiar bowed his head with zs face 
to the ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem fell before the Lorp, worfhipping the Lorp. 

g And the Levites, of the children of the Koha- 

dite and of the chiidren of the Korhites, ftood up’ 
to praife the Lorp God of Ifrael with a loud voice on 
high, 
20 4 And they rofe early in the morning, and went 
forth into the wildernefs of Tekoa: and as they went, 
forth, Jehofhaphat ftood and faid, Hear me, O Judah,’ 
and ye inhabitants of Jerufalem; Believe in the Lorn. 
your God, fo fhall ye be eftablifhed ; believe his Pro 
phets, fo thal ye profper. 

a1 And when he had confulted with the people, he 
appointed fingers unto the Lorn, and that fhould 
praife the beauty of holinefs, asthey went out before 
the army, and to fay, Praife the Lorp ; 3 for his mercy, 
endureth for ever. 

22 § And when they began to fing and to praife, 
the Lorp fet ambufhments againft the children of Am- 
mon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come againit 
Judah; and they were fmitten. 

‘23 For the children of Ammon and Moab ftood up 
againét the inhabitants of mount Seir, utterly to flay 
and deftroy tem: and when they had made an end of 
the inhabitants of Seir, every one helped to deftroy 
saree 

And when Judah came toward the watch tower 
in che wildernefs, they looked unto the multitude, and, 
behold, they were dead bodies fallen to the earth, and 


none efcaped. 
25 And when Jehofhaphat and his people came to 


en gp SS 


11 DLebold, I fay, how they reavard us, &c.] Ingratitude certainly 
is cdious, but to return evil for good, is the higheft wickednefs. , 

22 Wilt thou not judge them, &c.] To * judge,” in this place, 
fignifies, to punifh. 

14. Upon Fubaxiel, &c.] He feems not to have been a prophet 
before this time, when a fudden infpiration came upon him oak 
God, to comfore that great adembly: with the certain hope of a 
Speedy deliverance. 

15 The batile is not your's, but God’s.] "They now afferted God’s 
caufe. and might be aifured he would maintain it, by overthrowing 
their cnenaies, 

az The Lord fet astbifbnents againft the cbiddne of disiin—and 


No. 34. 


| The enemies The enemies of Fudah defiroy one another. CHAP. XX. Fehofhaphat’s good reign and death. Judah deftroy one another. CHAP. XXI. 









_ From the tenor of this chapter we may difcern, thar Prayge 


Fae okie and cis thy wee lekes or tI namie SE lanes cake agai the tuoi oi chem they. tocnd amodeaiom ee. away the fpoil of them, they found among them 
in abundance both riches with the dead bodies, and pre- 
cious jewels, which they itripped off for themfelv es, 
more than they could carry away : and they were three 
days in gathering of the fpoil, it was fo much. 

26 GY And on ‘the fourth day they affembled them- 
felvesin the valley of Berachah; for there they blefled 
the Lorp: therefore the name of the fame place was 
called, The valley of Berachah, unto this day. 

27 "Then they returned every man of Judah and 
Jerufalem, and Jehofhaphat in the forefront of them, 
to go again to jcrufalem with joy; for the Lorp had 
made them to rejoice over their enemies. 

28 And they came to Jerufalem with pfalteries and 
harps and trumpets unto the houfe of the Lorp. 

29 And the tear of God was on all the kingdoms 
of ¢hofe countries, when they had heard that the Lorp 
fought againft the enemies of Ifrael. 

30 So “the realm of Jehofhaphat was quiet : 
God gave him reft round about. 

34 Y And Jehofhaphat reigned over Judah: be was 
thirty and five years old when he began to reign, and 
he reigned twenty and five years in Jerulalem. And 
his mother’s name was Azubah the dau ghter of Shilhi. 

32 And he walked in the way of Afa ‘his father, and 
departed not fromit, doing that which was right in the 
fight of the Lorn. 

33 Howbeit the high places were not taken away : 
for as yet the people had not prepared their hearts unto 
the God of their fathers. 

34 Now the refit of the acts of Jehofhaphat, firft and 
laf, behold, they are written in the book of Jehu the 
fon of Hanani, who zs mentioned in the book of the 
kings of Ifrael: 

35 ¥ And after this did Jehofhaphat king of Judah 
join himfelf with Ahaziah king of Ifrael, who did very 
wickedly 

36 ‘And he joined himfelf with him to make fhips 
to go to Tarfhifh: and they made the fhips in Ezion- 

aber. 
. 37 Then Eliezer the fon of Dodavah of Marefhah 
prophefied againft Jehofhaphat, faying, Becaufe thou 
haft joined thyfelf with Ahaziah, the Lorp hath broken 
thy works. And the fhips were broken, that they were 
not able to go to Tarfhith. 


CHAP. XXL 


x Fehofoaphat’s death: Fehoram fucccedeth him,and flayet 
bis brethren. § His wicked reign. 8 Edom and Libnah 
revolt. 12 Elijah’s written prophecy againft him. 16 
Lhe Fhiliftines and Arabians carry of bis JSubjfeance, bis 
wives, and all his fons, except Fehoabax. 18 His in- 
curable difeafe, loathfome death, and burial. 

NS W Jehofhaphat flept with his fathers, and was 

buried with his fathersin the city of David. 

And Jehoram his fon reigned in his ftead. 

2 And he had brethren the fons of Jehofhaphat, 
Azariah, and Jehiel, and Zechariah, and Azariah, and 
Michael, and Shephatiah, all thefe were the tons of Je- 
hofhaphat king of Hfrael. 

2 And their father gave them great gifts of filver, 
and of gold, and of precious things, with fenced cities 
in Judah: but the kingdom gave “he to Jehoram ; be- 
caufe he was the firftborn. 

Now when Jehoram was rifen up to the kingdem 


of his father, he trengthened himfelf, and flew all his 
brethren 


for his 





they were foutien.] The ambufhments which they had laid for Judah, 
by a confufion among themfelves, caufed by a divine hand, fell upon 
a part of their own army, miftaking them for their enemies. 

26 Ox the fourth day they affembled themfelurs, &c.] In a moré 
folemn manner than they did at jirft, the whole body of the peoplé 
aflembling together, to acknowledge God’s goodnefs to them. 

-Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. XX, 
and hu- 
miliation before God are effc&tual means for obtaining the divine 
favour 3 but confidering the remains of indwelling fin; we fhould 
in all our undertakings 5 diftruft ourfelyes, and rely wholly on the 


Lord our ftrength and Redeemet, 
gH COMMENTARY 


Fehofhaphat s good reign and death. 


Before 
CHRIST 
896. 
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II. CHRONICLES. 


he is flain by Jehu. 10 Athaliah having deffreyed al! Betore 
the feed royal of Judah, fave Foafh, whowas bid by 


fs z z . ; - — 5 
_ Fehoram’s wicked reign. Ahaziah’s wicked reigit, 
- Before brethren with the f{word, and divers alfo of the princes 


ad of Ifrael. . 


887. 


885. 


§ J Jehoram was thirty and two years old when he 
began to reign, and hereigned eight years in Jerufalem. 

6 And he walked in the way of the kings of Ifrael, 
like as did the houfe of Ahab: for he had the daughter 
of Ahab to wife: and he wrought that which was evil 
in the eyes of the Lorp. 

7 Howbeit the-Lorp would not deftroy the houfe 
of David, becaufe of the covenant that he had made 
with David, and as he promifed to give a light to him 
and to his fons for ever. 

8 F In his days the Edomites revolted from under 
the dominion of Judah, and made themfelves a king. 

9 Then Jehoram went forth with his princes, and all 


- his chariots with him: and he rofe up by night, and 


{mote the Edomites which compaffed him in, and the 
captains of the chariots. 

10 So the Edomites revolted from under the hand 
of Judah unto thisday. The fametime gif did Lib-. 
nah revolt from under his hand; becaufe he had for- 
faken the Lorp God of his fathers. 

11 Moreover he made high places in the mountains 
of Judah, and canfed the inhabitants of Jerufalem to 
commit fornication, and compelled Judah thereto. 

12 {| And there came a writing to him from Elijah 
the prophet, faying, Thus faith the Lor p God of David 
thy father, Becaufe thou haft not walked in the ways 
of Jchofhaphat thy father, norin the ways of Afa king 
of Judah, 

13 But haft walked in the way of the kings of If 
rael, and halt made Judah and the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem to goa whoring, like to the whoredoms of the 
houfe of Ahab, and alfo haft Main thy brethren of thy 
father’s houfe, which were better than thy felf : 

14 Behold, with a great plague will the Lorn {mite 
fhy people, and thy children, and thy wives, and all thy 

oods : 
. 15 And thou foalt have great ficknefs by difeafe of 
thy bowels, until thy bowels fall out by reafon of the 
ficknels day by day. 

16 J Moreover the Lorp ftirred up againft Jehoram 
the fpirit of the Philiftines, and of the Arabians, that 
were near the Ethiopians: 

17 And they came up into Judah, and brake into it, 
and carricd away all the fubftance that was found in 
the king’s houfe, and his fons alfo, and his wives; fo 
that there was never a fon left him, fave Jehoahaz, the 
youngeft of his fons. 

18 @ And after all this the Lorv fmote him in his 
bowels with an incurable difeafe. — 

19 Andit came to pafs, that in procefs of time, after 
the end of two years, his bowels fell out by reafon of 
his ficknefs: fo he died of fore difeafes. And his peo- 
ple macle no burning for him, like the burning of his 
tathers. 

20 Thirty and two years old was he when he began 
to reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem eight years, and 
departed without being defired. Howbeit they buried 
him inthe city of David, but not in the fepulchres of 
the kings. 

CHAP. XXII. 
a dhaxich fucceedeth Fehoram: his wicked reign. 5 His 
confederacy with Fehoram the fon of Abab, with whom 





COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 


There came a ceriting~-from Elijah the prophet, &c.] He did 
not fend a writing; but it was fent as his writing; for there is no- 
thing in the word» to intimate that it was written after his death, but 
delivered after his death; fo that it might have been written (for any 


“thing that appears to the contrary) by Elijah himfelf, before he was 


taken up inte heaven. 

t3 Which were better than thyflf.] This feems to intimate, that 
thren were pious perfons, and abhorred idolatry. 
mK ith « ‘great plague will the Lord Smite, ee.) There was no 

caYamity that could be thought of.. which did nor befal this wicked 

prince, as appears from the fequel of the text. , 


sits 


20 Departed without being defired, &c.] His people did not with 


Fs might live.any longer, but were glad his reign was fo fhort. 


aunt Febofhabeath, ufurpeth the kingdom. 


N D the inhabitants of Jernfalem made Ahaziah 

his youngeft fon king in his ftead: for the 

band of men that came with the Arabians to the camp 

had flain all the eldeft. So Abaziah the fon of Jeha- 
ram king of Judah reigned. 

2 Forty and two years old zwas Ahaziah when he began 
to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerufalem. Fis 
mother’s name alfo was Athaliah the daughter of Omri. 

3 He alfo walked in the ways of the houfe of Ahab: 
for his mother was his counfellor to do wickedly. 

4 Wherefore he did evil in the fight of the Loxp 
like the houfe of Ahab: for they were his counfelliors, 
after the death of his father, to his deftruction. 

5 J He walked alfo after their counfel, and went with 
Jehoram the fon of Ahab king of Ifrae! to war againit 
Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth-gilead : and the Sy- 
Tians {mote Joram. ; : 

6 And he returned to be healed in Jezreel becaufe 
of the wounds which were given him at Ramah, when 
he fought with Hazacl king of Sytia. And Azariah 
the fon of Jchoram king of Judah went down to fee 
Jehoram the iorof “A habat Jezreel, becaufe he was fick. 

7 And the defiruction of Ahaziah was of God by 
coming to Joram: for when he was come, he went out 
with Jehoram again Jehu'the fon of Nunthi, whom 
the Loxp had anointed to cut off the houfe of Ahab. 

8 And itcameto pals, that, when Jehu was execut- 
ing judgment upon the houfe of Ahab, and found the 
princes of Judah, and the fons of the brethren of Aha- 
ziah, that miniftcred to Ahaziah, he flew them. 

9 And he fought Ahaziah; and they caught‘him, 
(for he was hid in Samaria,) and brought him to Jehu: 
and when they had flain him, they buried him: Becaufe 
faid they, he zs the fon of Jehofhaphat, who fought the 
Lorp with all his heart. So the houfe of Ahaztah had 
no power to keep ftill the kingdlom. 

10 § But when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah faw 
that her fon was dead, fhe arofe and deftroyed all the 
feed royal of the houfe of Judah. 

a1 But Jehofhabeath, the daughter of the king, took 
Joafh the fon of Ahaziah, and itole him from among 
the king’s fons that were flain, and put him and his 
nurfe in a bed chamber. So Jehofhabeath, the daughtr 
of king Jehoram, the wife of Jehoiada the prieft, (for 
fhe was the fifter of Ahaziah,) hid him from Athahah, 
fo that fhe flew him not. 

12 And he was with them hid in the houfe of God 
fix years: and Athaliah reigned over the land. 


CHAP. XXIII. 

1 Feboiada, having taken meafures for his fecvvity, maketh 
Yoafh king. 12 Athaliah is flain. 16 Febotads re- 
Jioreth the wor/bip cf God, and fettleth the king on -bis 
throne to the great jay of the people. 

ND in the feventh year Jchoiada firengthened 

himfelf, and took the captains of hundreds, Aza- 

riah the fon of Jeroham, and Ifhmael the fon of Jcho- 

hanan, and Azariah the fon of Obed, and Miaafeiah the 

fon of Adaiah, and Elifhaphat the fon of Zichri, into 
covenant with him. 

: : 2 And 





Genernat ReFuectrions on Chap. XXI. 

One important leffon is here fet before us, namely, that as Jehoram 
was drawn away to idolatry by his wife, who was the daughter of 
Ahab, therefore true Chriftians fhould be careful not to ally them- 
felves with profane and wicked perfons in marriage, or otherwiir,, 
which is not only difpleafing to God, but often proves the ruin of 
families and individuals. . 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XNIL 

2_Horty and two years obd was Abaxiah wwhen he began to 10g": 
&c.] Yn 2 Kings Vili. 26. it is faid, * two and twenty years od 
was Abaziah when he began to reign ;” one of thefe readings is un- 

doubtedly falfe: it fhould be two and twenty, which was his real agt- 

Generac Rerercrions on Chep. XXIL. 

The end of Ahaziah affords us an example, that they who join them- 
felves with the wicked provoke God, and often perith miferably. | 
3 ; COMMENTARY 
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j Foafh made hing: Athaliah flain. 
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_ temple, by the king round about. 


2 And they went about in Judah, and gathered the 
Levites out of all the cities of Judah, and the chief of 
the fathers of Ifrael, and they came to Jerufalem. 

3 And all the congregation made a covenant with 
the king in the houfe of God. And he faid unto them, 
Behold, the king’s fon fhall reign, as the Lorp hath 
faid of the fons of David. » 

4 This is the thing that ye fhall do; A third part 
of you entering on the fabbath, of the priefis and of 
the Levites, /ball de porters of the doors; : 

5 And a third part ball be at the king’s houfe ; and 
a third part at the gate of the foundation : and all the: 
people /dall be in the courts of the houfe of the Lorn. 

6 But let none come into the houfe of the Lorn, 
fave the priefts, and they that minifter of the Levites; 
they fall go in, for they are holy : but all the people 
Shall keep the watch of the Lorn. 

7-And the Levites fhall compafs the king round 
about, every man with his weapons in his hand ;- and 
whofoever e//e cometh into the honfe, he fhall be put 
to death: but be ye with the king when he cometh in, 
and when he goeth out. 

8 So the Levites and all Judah did according to all 
things that Jehoiada the prieft had commanded, and 
took every man his men that were to come in on the 
fabbath, with them that were to go out on the fabbath : 
for Jchoiada the prieft difmiffed not the courfes. 

9 Moreover Jehoiada the prieft delivered to the tap- 
tains of hundreds fpears, and bucklers, and fhielcls, that 
had been king David’s, which were in the houfe of God. 

10 And he fer all the people, cvery man having his 
weapon in his Kand, from the right fide of the temple 
to the left fide of the temple, along by the altar and the 






















11 Then they brought out the king’s fon, and put 
upen him the crown, and gave him the teftimony, and 
made himking. And Jehoiada and his fons anointed 
him, and faid, God fave the king. : 

12 § Now when Athaliah heard the noife of the 
people running and praifing the king, fhe came to the 
people into the houfe of the Lorp: : 

13 And fhe looked, and, behold, the kirig ftood at 
his pillar at the entering in, and the princes and the 
trumpets by the king: and all the people of the land 
rejoiced, and founded with trumpets, alfo the fingers 
with inflruments of mufick, and fuch as taught to fing 
praife. Then Athaliah rent ber clothes, and faid, Trea- 
f6n,.Treafon. : 

14 Then Jehoiada the pricft brought out the cap- 
tains of hundreds that were fet over the hoft, and faid 
unto them, Have her forth of the ranges: and whofo 
followeth her, let him be flain with the fword. For 
the prieft faid, Slay her not in the houfe of the Lorn. 

15 So they laid hands on her; and when fhe was 
come to the entering of the horfe gate by the king’s 
houfe, they flew her there. S 

16 § And Jehoiada made a covenant between him, 
and between all the people, and betweén the king, that 
they fhould be the Loxn’s, people. 

17 Then all the people went to the houfe of Baal, 
and brake it down, and brake his altars and his images 
in pieces, and flew Mattan the prieft of Baal before the 
altars. 

18 Alfo Jehoiada appointed the officers of the houfe 
of the Lorn by the hand of the priefts the. Levites, 
whom David had diftributed in the houfe of the Lorn, 








COMMENTARY ano NOTES ox CHAP. XXIIL 


2 And the chief cf the fathers of Ifarl, Sc.) It is likely that 
Judah is here called Hracl fas in feveral other places), the principal 
men of which were apprized of Jchoiada’s intentions. 

19 He fet the piriers at the gates of the baxte of the Lord, &e.] 
It is farely becoming the divine majetty of the King of kings, the 
Supreme Lord of heaven and earth, that his temple, which he dig- 
nifies with his glorious prefence, fhoutd be furrounded by his m- 
nillers, the priefts and Levites, who fhould ¢caiviully watch that no- 


thing did pollute it! 


Cc H A ‘Py XXIV. Foafh reigned well while Feh 





ovada. liveth. 





to offer the burnt offerings of the Lorn, as itis written , Before. 


in the law of Mofes, with rejoicing and with finging, 
as it was ordained by David. 

19 And he fet the porters at the gates of,the houfe 
of the Loro, that none wézch was unclean in any thing 
fhould enter in. . 

20 And he took the captains of hundreds, and the 
nobles, and the governors of the people, and all the 

eople of the land, and brought down the king from 
the houfe of the Lorp: and they came through the 
high gate into the king’s houfe, and fet the king upon 
the throne of the kingdom. 

21 And all the people of the land rejoiced : and the 
city was quiet, after that they had flain Athaliah with 


the fword. 

: CHAP. XXIv. 

1 Foafh reigneth well all the days of Feboiada. 4 His 
care and orders for the repairs of the temple. 15 Fe- 
hoiada's death and honourable burial. 16 “Foafh feduced 
by the flattering homage of his princes fulleth away to 
idolatry, and putteth to'death Zechariah the fon of Fe- 
hoiada for reproving him by the fpirit of God. 23 Foafh 
zs fpoiled by the Syrians, and flain by a confpiracy of 
his fervanis. 29 Amazxiah fucceedcth him. 

OASH was feven years old when he began to 

reign, and he reigned forty years in Jerufalem, 

His mother’s name alfo was Zibiah of Beer-fheba. 

2 And Joafh did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lorp all the days of Jehoiada the prieft. 

3 And Jehoiada took for him two wives ; and he 
begat fons and daughters. ‘ 

4 9 And it came to pafs after this, that Joath was 
ininded to repair the houfe of the Lorn. 

5 And he gathered together the priefts and the 
Levites, and faid to them, Go out unto the cities of 
Judah, and gather of all Ifrael money to ‘epair the 
houfe of your God from year to year, and fee that ye 
haften the matter. Howbeit the Levites haftened 
if not. 

6 And the king called for Jehoiada the chief, and 
faid unto him, Why haft thou not required of the Le- 
vites to bring in out of Judah and out of Jerufalem 
the collection, according to the commandment of Mofes 
the fervant of the Lorp, and of the congregation of 
Ifrael, for the tabernacle of witnefs? 


4 For thefonsof Athaliah, that wicked woman, had 


broken up the houfe of God; and alfo all the dedicated 
things of the houfe of the Lorn did they beftow upon 
Baalim. 

_8 And at the king’s commandment they made a 
cheft, arid fet it without at the gate of the houfe of the 
Lorn. 

9 And they miade 4 proclamation through Judah and 
Jerufalem, to bring in to the Lorp the collection thaé 
Mofes the fervant of God /azd upon Ifrael in the wil- 
dernefs. 

to And all the princes and all the people rejoiced, 
and brought in, and caft into the cheit, until they had 
made an end. ‘ . 

11 Now it came to pafs, that at what time the cheit 
was brought unto the king’s. office by the hand of the 
Levites, and whenthey faw that there cas much mo- 
ney, the king’s fcribe and the high pricii’s officer came 
and emptied the cheft, and took it, and carried it to 
his place again. Thus they did day by day, and ga- 
thered money in abundance. .. 

12 And 





Generar Rereections on Chap. ANTI, 

In this chapter appears the providence and juflice cf God; for that 
happy revolution, whereby not only the ftate, but the church too, 
was reftored to its purity, fhews, thar God cannot be mere pracious 
to a people, than when he removes wicked, and fets up good 
‘princes and minilfters in their ficad. i 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. ' 
3 Feboiada rock For hin two wives, &c.1 Jchoiadavis fuppofed 

either to have had there two wives before he was high-pfieit, or that 

one being dead, he took another: butic is not certain that Jehviada 
was high-prieft, for he is every where calle? Jehoiada the pricft. 
= 37 After 
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Fehorada’s death and burial. II. CHRONICLES. Amaziah flayeth the murderers of his father. 
(Cate nE nae ip ig San Gan cr on eae et ee hi aan ak Ge Ln 


Before 12 And the king and Jehoiada gave it to fuch as the book of the kings. And Amaziah his fon reigned Refore 
oe did the work of the fervice of the houfe of the Lorp, in his ftead. CHRIST 
” 356. c , f 839. 

and hired mafons and carpenters to repair the houfe CHAP. XXKV 
of the Lorn, and alfo fuch as wrought iron and brafs to . : - XXV. 
mend the houfe of the Lorp. | 1 Amaziah beginneth his reign well. 3 His juffice in pu- 
13 So the workmen wrought, and the work was per- nifbing the murderers of his father. 5 He gathereth a 
fected by them, and they fet the houfe of God in his great army, and hireth a hundred thoufand Ifraelites for 
ftate, and ftrengthened it. : a hundred talents of Jilver, but at the word of a prophet 
14 And when they had finiihed #t, they brought the lofeth the money, and difmiffeth them, who depart in great 
reft of the money beforethe king and Jehoiada, whereof anger. il He fmiteth the Edomites in the valley of 
‘were made veffels for the houfe of the Lorp, even vefl- Salt. 13 The offended Uraelites on their return fpoil 
fels to minifter, and to offer withal, and fpoons, and the cities of Judah. 14 Amaziah ferveth the gods of 
veffels of gold and filver. And they offered burnt Edom, and rejecieth the admonitions of a prophet. 17 
offerings in the houfe of the Lorn continually all the His challenge to Foafb, which endeth in his overthrow, 
days of Jehoiada. : and in the taking and fpoiling of Ferufalem. 25 The 
B50. 15 But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days remainder of bis reign. 27 He is flain by a confpiracy 
when he died; an hundred and thirty years old was he at Lachifh. 
when he died. : oes was twenty and five years old when 
16 And they buried him in the city of David among he began to reign, and he reigned twenty and 
the kings, becaufe he had done good in Ifrael, both to- nine years in Jerufalem. And his mother’s name was 
ward God, and toward his houfe. : Jehoaddan of Jerufalem. 
840. 17 YF Now after the death of Jehoiada came the J 2 And he did shat which was right in the fight of 
“ princes of Judah, and made obeifance to the king. the Lorn, but not with a perfect heart. 
Then the king hearkened unto them. 1 3 Now it came to pafs, when the kingdom was 
18 And they left the houfe of the Lorp God of | eftablithed to him, that he flew his fervants that had 
their fathers, and ferved groves and idols; and wrath killed the king his father. 
came upon Judgh and Jerufalem for this their trefpafs. [4 4 But he flew not their children, but did as it is 
19 Yet he fent prophets to them, to bring them |% written in the law in the book of Mofes, where the 
again unto the Lory; and they teftified againft them: | {| Lorp commanded, faying, ‘The fathers fhall not die for 
but they would not give ear. { the children, neither fhall the children die for the fa~ 
zo And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the J thers, but every man fhall die for his own fin. 
fon of Jehoiada the prieft, which ftood above the peo- {| 5 §} Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, 
ple, and faid unto them, Thus faith God, Why tranf- y and made them captains over thoufands, and c2ptains 
grefs ye the commandments of the Lorp, that yecan- 1§ over hundreds, according to the houfes of their fathers, 
not profper? becaufe ye have forfaken the Lorp, he | throughoutall Judah and Benjamin: and he numbered 
hath alfo forfaken you. 4 them from twenty years old and above, and found 
21 And they con{pired againft him, and ftoned him | them three hundred thonfand choice men, able to go 
with ftones at the commandment of the king in the {¥ forth to war, that could handle fpear and fhield. 
_ court of the houfe of the Lorn. ; 6 He hired alfo an hundred thoufand mighty men of 
22 Thus Joath the king remembered not the kind- | valour out of Ifrael for an hundred talents of filver. 
nefs which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but 7 But there came a man of God to him, faying, O 
flew his fon, And when he died, he faid, The Lorp }f king, let not the army of Ifrael go with thee; for the 
look upon if, and require it. Lorp zs not with Itael, to wit, with all the children of 
839. 23 4 And it came to pafs at the end of the year, [f Ephraim. 


that the hoft of Syria came up againft him: and they 
came to Judah and Jerufalem, and deftroyed all the 
princes of the people from among the people, and fent 
all the {poil of them unto the king of Damafcus. 

24 For the army of the Syrians came with a {mall 
company of men, and the Lorp delivered a very great 
hoft into their hand, becaufe they had forfaken the 
Lorp God of their fathers. So they executed judg- 
ment againit Joafh. “ 

25 And when they were departed from hit, (for 
they left him in great difeafes,) his own fervants con- 
fpired againft him for the blood of the fons of Jeho- 
jada the prieft, and New him on his bed, and he died: 
and they buried him in the city of David, but they bu- 
ried him not in the fepulchres of the kings. 

26 And thefe are they that confpired againft him; 
Zabad the fon of Shimeath an Ammonitefs, and Jeho- 
zabad the fon of Shimrith a Moabitefs. 

27 4 Now concerning his fons, and the greatnefs of 
the burdens /aid upon him, and the repairing of the 
houfe of God, behold, they are written in the ftory of 


17 After the death of Febviada, &c.} In his life-time they durit 
not have attempted it; for though he was old and feeble, he yet re- 
tained great authority. : 

22 Foafb the king remembered not the kindnefs which Fehoiada his 
Sather had done to him, but flew his fon.]  Befides the contempt of 
God’s prophet, and of the place where he was murdered, this fin 
had an horrible ingratitude in it, he being the fon of him to whom 
the king, under God, owed his life and kingdom. 

The Bird lok upon it, and require it.) ‘This being prophetically, 
not vindictively fpoken, it fhould be, The lord will look upon it, and 
requite it. 

Generar Rerrecrrons on Chap. XXIV. 
This hiftory fhews us, that Joafh had the lot of wicked kings: be 
4 


8 But if thou wilt go, do zt, be ftrong for the bat- 
tle: God fhall make thee fall before the enemy: for. 
God hath power to help, and to caft down. 

9 And Amaziah faid to thé man of Ged, But what 
fhall we do for the hundred talents which I have given 
to the army of Ifrael ? And the man of God anfwered, 


f The Loron is able to give thee much more than this. 


to Then Amaziah feparated them, fo wit, the army 


that was come to him out of Ephraim, to go home 


again: wherefore theiranger was greatly kindled againit 


| Judah, and they returned home in great anger. 


11 Y And Amaziah ftrengthened himfelf, and led 
forth his people, and went to the valley of falt, and 


{mote of the children of Seir ten thoufand. 


12 And other ten thoufand /eft alive did the children 
of Judah carry away captive, and brought them unto 
the top of the rock, and caft them down from the top 
of the rock, that they all were broken in pieces. 

13 Y But the foldiers of the army which Amaziah 


j fent back, that they fhould not go with him to battle, 
# fell upon the cities of Judah, from Samaria even unto 


Beth-horona, 


(AS 


was guilty of extreme impicty and black ingratitude; therefore 
God delivered him to the Syrians, his enemies, and after being 
murdered in his bed, he was beried with ignominy: thus they 
who provoke the Lord to wrath by their fins, will early or Jace 
(without repentance) partake of the feverity of his judgments. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXV. 
2 He did that which was right in the fight of the Lord, bxt not 


f with a perfe@ heart.) He kept the law of Mofes, but not froma 
principle of folid piety. 


12 And caf them down from the top of the rock, that th:y all were 
broken in pieces.] This was a very antiegt punithment among the 
Romans, as we Jearn from Livy, Plutarch, and others. 

: 15 Which 


827. 





Amaziah’s imprudent challenge to Foafh. CHAP. XXVI. 


Before Beth horon, and fmote three thoufand of them, and 
CHRIST took much fpoil. 


827. 


826. 


$10. 


14 9 Now ic came to pafs, after that Amaziah was 
come from the fliughter of the Edomites, that he 
brought the gods cf the children of Scir, and fet them 
up fo fe his gods, and bowed down himitelf before them, 
and burned incenfe unto them. 

15 Wherefore the anger of the Lorp was kindled 
againft Amaziah, and he fent unto him a prophet, 
which faid unto him, Why hait thou fought afrer the 
gods of thé people, which could not deliver their own 
people out of thine hand? 

16 And it came to pafs, as he talked with him, that 
the king faid unto him, Art thou made of the king’s 
couniel? forbear; why fhouldeft thou be fmitten? 
Then the prophet forbare, and faid, I know that God 
hath determined to deftroy thee, becanfe thou haft done 
this. and haft not hearkened unto my counfel. 

17 4 Then Amaziah king of -Judah took advice, 
and fent to Joath, the fon of Jehoahaz, the fon of Jehu, 
king of Ifrael, faying, Come, let us fee one another in 
the face. 

18 And Joafh king of Ifrael fent to Amaziah king 
of Judah, faying, The thiftle that was in Lebanon fent 
to the cedar that was in Lebanon, faying, Give thy 
daughter to my fon to wife: and there pafled by a wild 


_beatt that was in Lebanon, and trode down the thiftle. 


19 ‘Thou fayeit, Lo, thou haft {mitten the Edomites; 
and thine heart lifteth thee up to boaft: abide now at 
home; why fhouldelt thou meddle to thine hurt, that 
thou fhouldett fall, even thou, and Judah with thee? 

‘eo But Amaziah would not hear; for it came of 
God, that he might deliver them into the hand of their 
enemies, becaufe they fought afier the gods of Edom. 

21 So Joath the king of Ifrael went up; and they 
faw one another in the face, both he and Amaziah king 
of Judah, at Beth-fhemcfh, which delongeth to Judah. 

22 And Judah was put to the wore before Ifrael, 
and they fled every man to his tent. ¢ 

23 And Joath the king of Ifrael took Amaziah king 
of Judah, the fon of Joath, the fon of Jehoahaz, at Beth- 
fhemeth, and brought him to Jerufalem, and brake 
do-.o the wall of Jerufalem from the gate of Ephraim 
to the corner gate, four hundred cubits. 

24 And he took all the gold and the filver, and all 


“the velols that were found in the houfe of God with 


€sbed-edem, and the treafures of the king’s houfe, the 
Lattages alfo, and returned to Samaria. 

25 4 And Amaziah the fon of Joath king of Judah 
lived after the death of Joafh fon of Jehoahaz king of 
Tsael fifteen years. 

.6 Now the reft of the acts of Amaziah, firft and 
init, behold, are they not wricten in the book of the 
‘kings of Judah and Ifrael? 

27 F Now after the time that Amaziah did turn 
away from following the Lorp they made a confpiracy 
againit himin Jerufalem ; and he fed to Lachifh: but 
they fent to Lachifh after him, and flew him there. 

28 And they brought him upon horfes, and buried 
him with his fathers in the city of Judah. 


CHAP. SXVI. 


1 Uzsiah fucceedeth Amaziah, and reigning well in the 
days of Zechariah the feer profpereth. g Hts buildings : 
it Lis bofly and engines of war. 16 Waxing proud 








tg Which could not deliver their own people out of thine hand ?] 

Nothing fure need be farther faid, to convince him of the abfurdity 

of his idolatry. 

28 du the eity of Fudab.] "That is, in the city of David. 
Gencrau ReFrrecrions on Chap. XXV. 

We hence perceive, that Amaziah’s becoming an idolater, brought 
darknefs on his mind, and ruin on_himfelf; in like manner, as 
furcly as the carth turning from the fun, brings night to man; fo 
man, turning from his God, brings endlefs night, as the poet beau- 
tifully obferves. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XXVI. 

3 Uzziah, &c.] In 2 Kings xiv. 21. heis called Azariah. 

5 a the days of Zechariah, S.J] This was not that Zechariah 
No. 34. ; 


he invadeth the priefts’ office, is oppofed by Azariah, and 
Smitten with leprofy by God. 22 He dieth; Fotham 
fucceedeth him. 
see all the people of Judah took Uzziah, 
who was fixteen years old, and made him king 
in the room of his father Amaziah. 

2 He built Eloth, and reftored it to Judah, after that 
the king flept with his fathers. 

3 Sixteen years old cas Uzziah when he began to 
reign, and he reigned fifty and two years in Jcrufalem. 
His mother’s name alfo was Jecoliah of Jerufaiem. 

4 And hedid thet which was right in the fight of the 
Lorp, according to all that his father Amaziah did. 

5 And he fought God in the days of Zechariah, who 
had underftanding in the vifions of God: and as Jong 
as he fought the Lorp, God made him to profper. 

6 And he went forth and warred againft the Phi- 
liftines, and brake down the wall of Gath, and the wall 
of Jabneh, and the wall of Afhdod, and built cities 
about Afhdod, and among the Philiftines. 

7 And God helped him againit the Philiftines, and 
againft the Arabians that dwelt in Gur-baal, and the 
Mekunims. 

8 And the Ammonites gave gifts to Uzziah: and 
his name fpread abroad even to the entering in of 
Egypt; for he ftrengthened him/elf exceedingly. 

9 Y Moreover Uzziah built towers in Jerufalem at 
the corner gate, and at the valley gate, and at the turn- 
ing of the wall, and fortified them. 

10 Alfo he built towers in the defert, and digged 
many wells: ,for he had much cattle, both in the low 
country, and in the plains: hufbandmen a//, and vine 
dreffers in the mountains, and-in Carmel: for he loved’ 
hufbandry. 

1L YF Moreover Uzziah had an hoft of fighting men, 
that wentout to war by bands, according tothe number 
of their account by the hand of Jeiel the fcribe and 
Maafeiah the ruler, under the hand of Hananiah, one 
of the king’s captains. 

12 The whole number of the chief of the fathers of 
the mighty men of valour were two thonfand and fix 
hundred. 

1g And under their hand was an army, three hun- 
dred thoufand and feven thoufand and five hundred, 
that made war with mighty power, to help the king 
againit the enemy. 

14 And Uzziah prepared for them throughout all 
the hoft fhields, and fpears, and helmets, and haber- 
geons, and bows, and flings ¢o caf? ftones. 

15 And he made in Jerufalem engines, invented by 
cunning men, to be on the towers and upon the bul- 
warks, to fhoot arrows and great ftones withal. And 
his name {pread far abroad; for he was marvelloufly 
helped, till he was flrong. 

16 Y But when he was ftrong, his heart was lifted 
up to dis deftrnétion: for he tranfgreffed againftethe 
Lorp his God, and went into the temple of the Lonp 
co burn incenfe upon the altar of incenfe. 

17 And Azariah the prieft went in after him, and 
with him fourfcore priefts of the Lorn, that were va- 
liant men: 

18 And they withftood Uzziah the king, and faid 
unto him, Jt appertaineth not unto thee, Uzziah, to 
burn incenfe unto the Lorp, but to the prieits the fons 


of Aaron, that are confecrated to burn incenfe: goout 
of 
Nene nnn aan ener 
the prophet, whofe writings are found in the facred canon, but pro- 
sa Hi Mc acibeded Binjelh excel) ] Hi fi 
le frrengthened himfelf exceedingly. is power grew fo great, 
that he a formidable acai to the Philifiines in the weft, and to 
the Arabians and others in the eaft, but to the borders of Egypt in 
the fouth. 

10 And in Carmel, &c.] Not the famous mount of that name, 
but only a very fruitful country, as the word Carmel fignifics in 
feveral places. : 

16 Went into rhe temple of the Lord to burn incenfe, &c.j Perhaps 
he had a vain ambition to imitate the heathen princes, who in many 
places executed the priefts’ office alfo, = ; 

18 They withfiosd Usaiah the king, and faid uate bin, Sc.J 
Withftood him not by force, but by reafons and exhortations. 


gt 23 In 


Uzziah’s good reign. 


Before 
CHRIST 
gia. 


8006 


765. 


: Fotham reigning well profpereth, I1.. CHRONICLES. 


Before 
CHRIST 


7556 


758. 


of the fanctuary ; for thow haft trefpaffed ; neither /ha// 
it be for thine honour from the Lorp God. 

19 Then Uzziah was wroth; and dad a cenfer in his 
hand to burn incenfe: and while he was wroth with 
the priefts, the leprofy even rofe up in his forehead be- 
fore the priefts in the houfe of the Lorn, from befide 
the incenfe altar. ‘ 

20 And Azariah the chief prieft, and all the priefts, 
looked upon him, and, behold, he was leprous in his 
forehead, and they thruft him out from thence ; yea, 
himfelf hafted alfo to go out, becaufe the Lorp had 
{mitten him. ; 

2t And Uzziah the king was a leper unto the day 
of his death, and dwelt in a feveral houfe, deing a leper ; 


for he was cut off from the houfe of the Lorp: and 


Jotham his fon was over the king’s houfe, judging the 
people of the land. 

22 Q Now the reft of the acts of Uzziah, firft and 
Jaft, did Ifaiah the prophet, the fon of Amoz, write. 

23 So Uzziah flept with his fathers, and they bu- 
ried him with his fathers in the field of the burial which 
belonged to the kings; for they faid, Heis a leper: and 
Jotham his fon reigned in his flead. 


CHAP. XXVII. 


1 Jotham reigning well profpereth. 3 His buildings. 5 
He fubducth the Ammonites. 7 His als, reign, and 
death: Abaz fucceedeth him. 

OTHAM was twenty and five years old when he 

began to reign, and he reigned fixteen years in Je- 
rufalem. His mother’s name alfo was Jeruthah, the 
daughter of Zadok. 

-2 And he did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lorp, according to all that his father Uzziah did: 
howbeit he entered not into the temple of the Lorn. 
And the people did yet corruptly. 

3 7 He built the high gate of the honfe of the Lorn, 
and on the wall of Ophel he built much. 

Moreover he built cities in the mountains of Ju- 
dah, and in the forefts he built caftles and towers. 

§ 7 He fought alio with the king of the Ammonites, 
and prevailed againft them. And the children of Am- 
mon gave him the fame year an hundred talents of 
filver, and ten thoufand meafures of wheat, and ten 
thoufand of barley. So much did the children of 
Ammon pay unto him, both the fecond year, and the 
third. 

6 So Jotham became mighty, becaufe he prepared 
his ways before the Lor» his God. ~ 

79 Now the reft of the acts of Jotham, and all his 
wars, and his ways, lo, they are written in the book of 
the kings of Ifracl and Judah. : 

8 He was five and twenty years old when he began 
to reign, and reigned fixtcen years in Jerufalem. 

g And Jotham flept with his fathers, and they bu- 
ried him in thecity of David: and Ahaz his fon reigned 
in-his ftead. 

CHAP. XXVIIL 

1 Ahax reigning very wickedly is finitten by the kings of 
Syria and Ifrael. 8 The Ifraelites, having carried many 
thoufands of Fudah captive to Samaria, at the remon- 
Jtrance of the prophet Oded fend them home. 16 dhaz 





23 Ju the fuld, &c.] Becaufe he was a leper, he had a fepurate 
burial-place when he was dead; ashe had had a feparate dwelling- 
place while he was alive. 

Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXVI. 
From Uzziah’s fin and punifhment, we fee how hard it is to bear 


profperity with moderation; that godly perfons may be corrupted, 4 


and abnfe God’s mercies, if they are not watchful: we fhould 

therefore pray that we may be patient in adverfity, and humble 

in profperity. 

COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP, XXVIL 

2 He eutered uot into the temple of the Lord, &c.| He imitated his 
father in all that was good in ‘him, but did not, like him, profanely 
enter into the temple to offer incenfe. 


3. On the cwall of Ophel be Lilt much] The Targum tranflates 


Ahaz reigneth very wickedly, 


oe © A A ree 5a vane 


calleth the king of Affyria to his aid, but is net at al} Petor 


benefited by his affiftunce. 22 In bis difirefs he becometh 
Sfaill more zdolatreus. 26 Eis aéts and death: Hezekiah 
Jfucceedeth him. 


HAZ was twenty years old when he bezan to 
f \ reign, and he reigned fixtcen years in Jerufatem: 
but he did not that which was right in the fiehe ef the 
Lorp, like David his father: ~ ‘ 

2 For he walked in the ways of the kines of Ifrael 
and made alfo molten images for Baalim. : 

3 Moreover he burnt incenfe in the valley of the 
fon of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the fre, after 
the abominations of the heathen whom the Loxp had 
caft out before the children of Ifrael. : 

4 He facrificed alfo and burnt incenfe in the hich 
places, and on the hills, and under every green tree. 

5 Wherefore the Lorp his God delivered him inro 
the hand of the king of Syria; and they fmote him, 
and carricd away a great multitude of them cuptives, 
and brought ¢hem to Damafeus. And he was alfo dee 
livered into the hand of the king of Itracl, who finote 
him with a great flaughter, 

6 For Pelkah the fon of Remaliah flew in Judah an 
hundred and twenty thoufand in one day, chich cvere 
all valiant men; becaufe they had forfuken the Lonp 
God of their tathers. 

7 And Zichri, a mighty man of Ephraim, flew 
Maafeiah the king’s fon, and Azrikam the governor GF 
the heufe, and Elkanah that cas next to the king. 

8G And the children of Ifraecl carried away captive 
of their brethren twe hundred thoufand, woinen, fons, 
and daughters, and took alfo away much tpoil from 
them, and brought the {poil to Samaria. 

9 But a prophet of the Lorp was there, whofe name 
was Oded: and he went out before the holt that came 
to Samaria, and faid unto them, Behold, becaufe the 
Lorp God of your tathers was wroth with Judah, he 
hath delivered them into your hand, and ye have flain 
them in a rage that reachcth up unto heaven, 

1o And now ye purpofeto keep under the children 
of Judah and Jeruialem for bondmen and bondwomen 
unto you: bzé ere there not with you, cven with you, 
fins againit the Lorn your God? 

11 Now hear me therefore, and deliver the captives 
again, which ye have taken captive ot your brethren : 
for the fierce wrath of the Lorv 7s upon you. 

12 Then certain of the heads of the children of 
Ephraim, Azariah the fon of Johanan, Berechiah the 
fon of Mefhillemoth, and Jehizkiah the fon of Shal- 
lum, and Amafa the fon of Madiai, ftood up againtt 
them that camie from the war, 

13 And faid unto them, Ye fhall not bring in the 
captives hither: tor whereas we have offendec! againit 
the Lorp already, yeintend to add more to our finsand 
to our trefpafs: for cur trefpals is great, and shere rs 
fierce wrath a gainit ifracl. 

14 So the armed men Icft the captives and tie fpoil 
before the princes and all the congregation. 

1g And the men which were exprefled by namerafe 
up, and took the captives, and with the fpoil clothed 
all that wercnakedamong them, andarraycd them, and 
fhod them, and gave them to eat and to drink, and 

anointed 





en nee 


this, A palace; but others underftand by Ophel a high place or cliff, 
where there wus a rower 
Geererat REFLECTIONS on Chap. N*.VIL 
We here find, that Jotham was a good king, aud by his picty and 
fear of God was greatly biefled; agrecable to that declaration of 
infallible trath, ~* Him that honoureth me,” faith God, « I will 
hononr.”” 
COMMENTARY anno NOTES ox CHAP. XXVIII 
3 dud burnt his ehildven ix the foe, &.J Orv, he made his childres 
to pafs through the fire, for the words will admit of either fenfe. 
9° 4 rage that reacketh upp usta heaven.) That had no miafure, 
and cried to heaven for vengeance upon the Ifrarlites. 
19 Aing of Ifracl, &c.) The utle © king of Iftael” is here ufed 
in the large jenfe, not oppofed to Judah, bur comprehending ic. 
5 " 20.ded 


CHRigr 


on 


Hezekiah’ good reign. 


Before anointed them, and carried all the feeble of them upon 
CHRIST affes, and brought them to Jerichog the city of palm 
hia trees, to their brethren: then they returned to Samaria. 
16 @ At that time did king Ahaz fend unto the 
kings of Affyria to help him. ' ’ 

17 For again the Edomites had come and {mitten 
Judah, and carried away captives. 

18 The Philiftines alfo had invaded the cities of the 
low country, and of the fouth of Judah, and had taken 

‘ Beth-fhemefh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho 
with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages 
therecf, Girizo alfo and the villages thereof: and they 

dwelt there. ; , 
19 For the Lorpv brought Judah low becaufe of 

Ahaz king of Ifrael; for he made Judah naked, and 

- tranfgrefied fore againft the Lorp. 

20 And Tilgath-pilnefer king of Affyria came unto 
him, and diftreffled him, but ftrengthened him not. 

21 For Ahaz took away a portion out of the houfe 
of the Lorn, and out of the houfe of the king, and of 
the princes, and gave #t unto the king of Affyria: bu 
he helped him not. : 

22 Y And in the time of his diftrefs did he trefpafs 
yet more againft the Lorp: this zs that king Ahaz. 

23 Yor he facrificed unto the gods of Damafcus, 
which {mote him: and he faid, Becaufe the gods of the 
kings of Syria help them, therefore will I facrifice to 
them, that they may help me. But they were the ruin 
of him, and of all Ifracl. : 

24 And Ahaz gathered together the veffels of the 
houte of God, and cut in pieces the veffels of the houfe 
of God, and fhut up the doors of the houfe of the 
Lorp, and he made him altars in every corner of Jé- 
rafalem. 

26 Andin every feveral city of Judah he made high 
places to burn incenfe unto other gods, and provoked 
to anger the Lorp God of his fathers. . 

26 YF Now the reft of his aéts and of all his ways, 
firft and laft, behold, they are written in the book o 
the kings of Judah and Hrael. : 

27 And Ahaz flept with his fathers, and they buried 
him in the city, even in Jerufalem: but they brought 
him not into the fepulchres of the kings of lirael: and 
Hezekiah his fon reigned in his ftead. ; 

CHAP. XXX. 

1 Hexchiah’s good reign. 3 He reftoreth religion, and ex- 
horteth the Levites to cleanse the houfe of God. 12 The 
Levites fanclify themfelves, and cleanfe the houfe. 20 
Hezekiah offereth folemn facrifices, wherein the Levites 
Jbew amore forward xeal than the priefis. , 

H EZERIAH began to reign when he was five 

and twenty years old, and he reigned nine and 
twenty years in Jerufalem. And his mother’s name 
was Abijah, the daughter of Zechariah. ; 

2 And he did that which was right in the fight of 
the Lorn, according to all that David his father had 
done. 

3 9 He in the firf& vear of his reign, in the firft 
month, opened the doors cf the houfe of the Lorp, 
and repairect them, 

4 And he brought in the priefts and the Levites, 
and gathered them together into the eait fircet, 


749. 


726. 








20 And difirffi'd, but fireugibesed Lin nei. | He did not help 
Ahaz to recover the cities which the Philiftines had taken from him, 
nor did he lend him any forces, nor enable him to recruit his own ; 
buc rather weakened him by exhauliing lis treareses, and by deftroy- 
dng Samaria, whereby the way was opened to invade his country the 
more cafily in the next reign. 








Generau Rerrectrions on Chap. XXVIIL 


The incorrigibility of Ahaz affords an awful pi@ure of the depravity | 


of the human heart, (fee ver. 22.) but from the efiects of his 
alliance with the king of Affyria, we have fenfible proofs ef the 
wife and juit providence of God, who fometimes makes ufe of 
wicked men ty do jultice, and to chaftiie his people; after which, 
che dettroys thofe wicked men the:nfelves, and returns what they bave 
acferved, 


‘CHAP. XXIX. 





5 And faid untothem, Hear me, ye Levites, fanc- 
tify now yourfelves, and fanctify the houfe of the Lorp 
God of your fathersygand carry forth the &lchinels out 
of the holy place. 

6 Forourfathers have trefpaffed, and done that which 
was evil in the eyes of the Lorv our God, and have 
forfaken him, and have turned away their faces from 
the habitation of the Lora, and turned ¢heir backs. 

7 Alfo they have fhut up the doors of the porch, and 
put out the lamps, and have not burned incenfe nof 
offered burnt offerings in the holy p/ace unto the God 
of Ifrael. . 

8 Wherefore the wrath of the Lorp was upon Judali 
and Jerufalem, and he hath delivered-them to trouble, 
to aftonifhment, and to hiffing, as ye fee with your eyes. 

9 For, lo, our fathers have fallen by the fword, and 
our fons and our daughters and our wives are in cap- 
tivity for this. ; 

10 Now it zs in mine heart to make a covenant with 
the Lorp God of Ifracl, that his fierce wrath may turn 
away from us. : 

11 My fons, be not now negligent: for the Lorp 
hath chofen you to ftand before him, to ferve him, and 
that ye fhould minifter unto him, and burn incenfe. 


12 G Then the Levites arofe, Mihath the fon of 


Amafai, and Joel the fon of Azariah, of the fons of the 
Kohathites: and of the fons of Mecrari, Nith the fon of 
Abdi, and Azariah the fon of Jehalclel : and @f the 
Gerthonites ; Joah the fon of Zimmah, and Eden the 
fon of Joah: 

13 And of thefons of Elizaphan; Shimri, and Jciel: 
and of the fons of Afaph; Zechariah, and Mattantah: 

14 And of the fons of Heman; Jehiel, and Shimei: 
and of the fons of Jeduthun;. Shemaiah, and Uzziel. 

15 And they gathered their brethren, and fandtified 
themfelves, and came, according to the coimmandment 
of the king, by the words of the Lurp, to cleanfe the 


‘houfe of the Lorn. 


16 And the priefls went into the inner part of the 
houfe of the Lorp, to cleanfe it, and brought out all 
the uncleannefs that they found in the temple of the 
Lorn into the court of the houfe of the Lorn. And 
the Levites took i#, to carry /? out abroad into the 
brook Kidron. 

17 Now they began on the firft day of the firft month 
to lanctify, and on the eighth day of the month came 
tney to the porch of the Lorn: fothey fanctified the 
houfe of the Lorpin cight days; and in the fixteenth 
day of the firft month they made an end. 

18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and 
faid, We have cleanfed all the houfe of the Lor», ant 
the altar of burnt offering, with all tlic veffels thereof, 
and the fhewbread table, with all the vcflels the: eof. 

19 Moreover all the veffels, which king Ahaz in 
his reign did caft away in his tranfgreflion, have we 
prepared and fanctified, and, behold, they are before the 
altar of the Lorpb. 


zo G& Then Hezckiah the king rofe carly, and ga-: 


thered the rulers of the city, and went up to the houlé 
of the Lorn. 

21 Andthey brought feven bullocks, and fevcn rams, 
and feven jambs, and feven he goats, for a fin-oilering 
for the kingdom, and for tl.c fanctuary, and for Judah. 

And 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CEAP, XXIX, 

3 He in the firft year of hus reign, it the fift mouth, cpeiued the dears 
of the henfe of the Lord, wc.) iis great prety and zeal for God ap- 
pears herein; well knowiug, that the fureft way to fix himfelf in 
the kingdom, was, to cftablith the true religion. : 

5 Carry forth the fltbsne/s cut of the bay piace.) ~ The Jews tranf- 
Jate this, the abomination, that is, the air of Damafeus and all the 
idols that were upon it, brought by Ahaz into the temple, or holy 
dlace. 
: Are in captivity for this.) Rather, were in captivity, till God 
was pleafed to releaie them. : . 

21 He geats, &c.] The word Saphir, he goat,’’ being never 
ufed by the Hebrews till after the captivity, is tome argument that 
Ezra was the author of this book. 


: 34 @Leir 


The Levites cleanfe the houfe of God. 


Before 
CiRIST 


7-* 





Hezekiah offereth' folemn facrifices. 


Belore 
CHRIST 
726. 


And ke commanded the pricfts the fons of Aaron to 
offer them on the altar of the Lorp. ; 

22 So they killed“the bullocks, and the priefts re- 
ceived the blood, and fprinkled iz on the altar: like- 
wife, when they had killed the rams, they fprinkled the 
blood upon thealtar: they killed alfo the lambs, and 
they fprinkled the blood upon the altar. : 

23 And they brought forth the he goats for the fin 
offering before theking and the congregation ; and they 
laid their hands upon them: 

24 And the priefts killed them, and they made re- 
conciliation with their blood upon thealtar, to makean 
atonement for all lfrael: for the king commanded that 
the burnt offering and the fin offering /bould be made 
for all Hrael. 

2s And he fet the Levites in the houfe of the Lorp 
with cymbals, with pfalteries, and with harps, according 
to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king’s 
feer, and Nathan the prophet: for /o was the com- 
mandment of the Lorp by his prophets. 

26 And the Levites ftood with the inftruments of 
David, and the priefts with the trumpets. 

27 And Hezekiah commanded to offer the burnt 
offering upon the altar. And when the burnt offering 
began, the fong of the Lorn began a//o with the truam~- 
pets, and with the inftruments erdained by David king 
of Hrael. 

28 And all the congregation worfhipped, and the 
fingers fang, and the trumpeters founded: azd all this 
continued until the burnt offering was finifhed. a 

29 And when they had made an end ot offering, the 
king and all that were prefent with him bowed them- 
felves and worthipped. 

30 Moreover Hezekiah the king and the princes 
commanded the Levites to fing praife unto the Lorp 
with the words of David, and of Afaph the feer. And 
they tang praifes with gladnefs, and they bowed their 
heads and worfhipped. 

31 Then Hezekiah anfwered and faid, Now ye have 
confecrated yourfelves unto the Lorn, come near and 
bring facrifices and thank offerings into the houfe of 
the Lorp. And the congregation brought in facrifices 
and thank offerings: and as many as were of a free 
heart burnt offcrings. \ : 

32 And the number of the burnt offerings, which 
the congregation brought, was threefcore and ten bul- 
locks, an hundred rams, and two hundred lambs: all 
thefe were for a burnt offering to the Lorp. 

3 Andtheconfecrated things were fix hundred oxen 
and three thoufand fheep. 

34 But the priefts were too few, fo that they could 
not flay all the burnt offerings: wherefore their brethren 
the Levites did help them, till the work was ended, and 
until the ctder priefts had fanctified themfelves: for the 
Levites were more upright in heart to fanctify them- 
felves than the priefts. 

35 And alfo the burnt offerings were in abundance, 
with the fat of the peace offerings, and the drink offer- 
ings for every burnt offering. So the fervice of the 
houfe of the Lorp was fet in order. ; 

36 And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all the people, that 
God had prepared the people: for the thing was done 


tuddenly. 
CHAP. XXX. 


I Hezekiah proclaimeth a folemn paffover to be kept in the 
fecond month, and calleth all Fudah and Irael to the 


~ 





94 Their brethren the Levites did help them, &c.) In cafes of ne- 
eeffity, they did not ftand nicely upon the obiervation of the cere- 
monial law ; for ic was the bufinefs of the-priefts only to flay the 
facrifice. 

Genrrat RerLrectrions on Chap. XXIX, 

The zeal and piety of Hezekiah is 2 Ieffon to the great men of the 
world, that their firft care fhould be, to ftem the torrent of pro- 
fanenefs and impiety, and propagate true religion, to which the 
ought to contribute both by their authority and example; this 
will be a certain way to bring down the bleiing and protettion of 
God both upon themfelves and the people. 


Il. CHRONICLES. 


He proclaimeth a folemn pa ffiver. 


onan 


celebration of it. 13 The affembly, having defircyed the Uelor 
altars of idolatry in Ferufalem, keep the feaft fourteen O87 


days. 27 The priefis blefs the people. 


ND Hezekiah fent to all Ifrael and Judah, and 

wrote Ictters alfo to Ephraim and Manaffeh, that 

they fhould come to the houfe of the Lornat Jerufa- 

lem, to keep the paflover unto the Loro God of Ifracl. 

2 For the king had taken counfel, and his princes, 

and all the congregation in Jerufalem, to keep the 
paflover in the fecond month, 

For they could not keep it at that time, becaufe 
the priefts had not fanctified themfelves fufficiently, 
neither had the people gathered themfelves together to 
Jerufalem. 

4 And the thing pleafed the king and all the con- 
gregation. 

5 Sothey eftablifhed a decree to make proclamation 
throughout all Ifrael, from Beer-fheba even to Dan, 
that they fhould come to keep the paflover unto the 
Lorp God of Ifrael at Jerufalem: for they had not 
done 7f of a long time in fuch fort as it was written. 

6 So the pofts went with the letters from the king 
and his princes throughout all Ifrael and Judah, and 
according to the commandment of the king, faying, 
Ye children of Ifrael, turn again unto the Lorp God 
of Abraham, Lfaac, and Ifrael, and he will return to 
the remnant of you, that are efcaped out of the hand 
of the kings of Affyria. 

7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your 
brethren, which trefpaffed again{t the Lorp God of their 
fathers, who therefore gave them up to defolation, as 
ye fee. ; 

8 Now be ye not ftiffnecked, as your fathers were, 
but yield yourfelves unto the Lorp, and enter into his 
fanctuary, which he hath fandtified for ever : and ferve 
the Lorp your God, that the fiercenefs of his wrath 
may turn away from you. 

9 For if ye turn again unto the Lorn, your bre- 
thren and yourchildren /aal/findcompaffion beforethem 
that lead them captive, fo that they fhall come agair 
into this land: for the Lorp your God 7s gracious and 
merciful, and will not turn away dis face from you, if 
ye return unto him. 

10 So the pofts pafled from city to city through the 
country of Ephraim and Manaffeh even unto Zebulun: 
but they laughed them to fcorn, and mocked them. 

it Neverthelefs divers of Afher and Manaffeh and 
of Zebulun humbled themfelves, and cameto Jerufalem. 

12 Alfo in Judah the hand of God was to give them 
one heart to do the commandment of the king and of 
the princes, by the word of the Lorn. 

13 4 And there affembled at Jerufalem much peo-~ 
ple to keep the feait of unleavened bread in the fecond 
month, a very great congregation. 

14 And they arofe and took away the altars that were 
in Jerufalem, and all the altars for incenfe took they 
away, and caft ¢4em into the brook Kidron. 

15 Then they killed the paflover on the fourteenth 
day of thefecond month: and the priefts and the Levites 
wereafhamed, and fanctified themielves, and brought in 
the burnt offerings into the houfe of the Lorp. 

°16 And they ftood in their place after their manner, 
according to the law of Mofes the man of God: the 
priefts {prinkled the blood, which they received of the 
hand of the Levites. 

17 For there were many in the congregation that 

were 
i een meenninantpramremtneamarmee 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES ox CHAP. XXX. 

2 To keep the paffover in the fecond month.] The pricfts, by long 
difufe, could not be fanétified fo foon as was neceflary, nor have 
time to aflemble, neither could the temple be purged ull the 16th 
day of the firft month, rather than ftay till the next year, efpecially 
fince God himfelf, in fome cafes, allowed thofe who could not keep 
ig sn the firft month, to keep it in the fecond ; fee Numé. iv. 10, 11. 

15 The pricfts and the Levites were afeamed, &e.| hey blufhed 
to fee the people fo forward, and themfelves fo negligent. 


2 38 Pe 





“The feaft is kept fourteen days. 


Before 
CHRIST 
926. 


- 1 The people’s xeal in deftroying idolatry in the cities of 


were not fanctified : therefore the Levites had thecharge 
of the Killing of the paffovers for every one that was 
not clean, to fanctify them untothe Lorp. 


18 For a multitude of the people, even many of 


Ephraim, and Manaffeh, Hfachar, and Zebulun, had 


not cleanfed themfelves, yct did they eat the paffover 


otherwife than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed 
for them, faying, The good Lorn pardon every one 
1g That prepareth his heart to feck God, the Lorp 


God of his tathers, though 4e be not cleanfed according 


to the purification of the fanctuary. / 
20 And the Lorp hearkened to Hezekiah, and 


healed the people. 


21 And the children of Lael that were prefent at 


Jerufalem kept the fceaft of unleavened bread feven 


days with great gladnefs: and the Levites and the 
pricfts praifed the Lorp day by day, /ging with loud 


inftruments unto the Lorp. 
22 And Hezekiah {pake comfortably unto all the 


Levites that taught the good knowledge of the Lorp: 
and they did eat throughout the feait feven days, offer- 
ing peace offerings, and making confeilion to the Lorp 


God of their fathers. 
23 And the whole affembly took counfel to keep 


other feven days: and they kept ot4er feven days with 
gladnefs, 


24 For Hezekiah king of Judah did give to the 


congregation a thoufand bullocks and feven thonfand 
iheep; and the princes gave to the congregation a thou- 
fand bullocks and ten thoufand fheep: and a great 
number of priefts fanctified themfelves. 

‘26 And all the congregation of Judah, with the 
prieits and the Levites, and all the congregation that 


came out of Ifrael, and the ftrangers that came out of 


the land of Ifracl, and that dwelt in Judah, rejoiced. 
26 So there was great joy in Jerufalem: for fince 
the time of Solomon the fon of David king of Ifrael 


there was not thelike in Jerufalem. 
27 4 Then the priefts the Levites arofe and bleffed 


the people: and their voice was heard, and their prayer 


came up to his holy dwelling place, even unto heaven. 
CHAP. XXXI. 


Judah, and in fome parts of [rael. 2 Hezekiah or- 
dereth the courfes of the priefis and Levites, maketh 
provifion for the fiated facrifices, and for the maintenance 
of the priefts and Leuites. 5 The people’s forwardnefs 
zn bringing in firfifruits and tithes. 11 Hezekiah ap- 
pointeth officers to difpofe of thofe offerings. 20 Hexe- 
kiah’s fincerity of beart. 
INO when all this was finifhed, all Ifrael that 
were prefent went ont to the cities of Judah, and 
brake the images im pieces, and cut down the groves, 
and threw down the high places and the altars out of 
all Judah and Benjamin, in Ephraim alfoand Manaffeh, 
until they had utterly deftroyed themall. Then all the 
children of Ifrael returned, every man to his poffeffion, 
into their own cities. 
2 § And Hezekiah appointed the courfes of the 
priefts and the Levites after their courfes, every man 
according to his fervice, the priefts and Levites for 








18 Yer did they cat the paffover otherewife than it was written, 
&c.] After fo long a night of ignorance and fuperttition, they had 
forgot what ceremonies were required for their cleanfing, or perhaps 
had not time to obferve them. 

20 and healed the people.}] Some imagine that God had {mitten 
them with fome difeafe for their trefpafs ; but the {cripture ufes this 
phrafe for granting pardon, and freeing men from the guile of fin. 
See L/aiah vi. 10. 

27 The pricfis the Lewites arofe and bleed the people, &e.] It 
was their office to blefs; and from the fubfequent part of the verfe 
it appears, that by their bleffing is meant only a prayer to God to 
blefs them. . 

GeneRaL ReEFLecTions on Chap. XXX, 

From the tenor of this chapter, we learn, that while fome are dif- 
pofed to receive the good word of God, others fcoff at, and reject 
its Rig the piety of Hezekiah was enlightened, and had the glory 


O- 34s 


CHAP. XXXI. 









and to give thanks, and to praife in the gates of the 
tents of the Lorp. 

3 He appointed alfo the king’s portion of his fub. 
ftance for the burnt offerings, fo wit, for the morning 
and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt offerings for 


the fabbaths, and for the new moons, and for the fet. 


feafts, as 7¢ 7s written in the law of the Lorp. 

4 Moreover he commanded the people that dwelt in 
Jerufalem to give the portion of the priefts and the 
Levites, that they might be encouraged in the law of 
the Lorp. 

59 And as foon as the commandment came abfoad, 
the children of Ifrael brought in abundance the firit- 
fruits of corn, wine, and oil, and honcy, and of a!l the 
increafe of the field; and the tithe of all things brought 
they in abundantly. 

6 And concerning the children of Ifracl and Judah, 
that dwelt in the cities of Judah, they alfo brought in 
the tithe of oxen and fheep, and the tithe of holy things 
which were confecrated unto the Lory their God, and 
laid them by heaps. 

7 An the third month they began to Jay the foundation 
of the heaps, and finifhed tem in the feventh month. 

8 And when Hezekiah and the princes came and 
he a heaps, they bleffed the Lorp, and his people 

rael. 
‘9 Then Hezekiah queftioned with the priefts and the 
Levites concerning the heaps. 

yo And Azariah the chief prieft of the houfe of 
Zadok anfwered him, and faid, Since the people began 
to bring the offerings into the houfe of the Lorp, we 
have had enough to eat, and have left plenty : forthe 
Lorp hath bleffed his people ; and that which is left 
is this great ftore. 

11 Q Then Hezekiah commanded to prepare cham- 
bers in the houfe of the Lorn; and they prepared them, 

12 And brought in the offerings and the tithes and 


| the dedicated things faithfully : over which Cononiah 


the Levite was ruler, and Shimei his brother was the 
next. 

13 And Jehie], and Azaziah, and Nahath, and Afa~ 
hel, and Jerimoth, and Jozabad, and Eliel, and Ifma- 
chiah, and Mahath, and Benatah, were overfeers under 
the hand of Cononiah and Shimei his brother, at the 
commandment of Hezekiah the king, and Azariah the 
ruler of the houfe of God. 

14 And Kore the fon of Imnah the Levite, the 
porter toward the eaft, was over the frcewill offerings 
of God, to diftribute the oblations of the Lorp, and 
the moft holy things. 

15 And next him were Eden, and Miniamin, and 
jJefhua, and Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shecaniah, in the 
cities of the prieits, in ¢heir fet office, to give to their 
brethren by courfes, as well to the great as to the fmall: 

16 Befide their genealogy of males, from three years 
old and upward, even unto every one that entereth into 
the houfe of the Lorp, his daily portion for their fer 
vice in their charges according to their courfes ; 

17 Both to the genealogy of the priefts by the houfe 
of their fathers, and the Levites from twenty years old 


and upward, in their charges by their courfes ; 
18 And 





of God in view; and that though God regards the heart more 
than external worfhip, yet he will punifh thofe who wilfully and 
contempiuoully defpife his ordinances. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXL 


« In Ephraim alfo and Manafh, &c.] Thofe parts of Ephraim 
and Manaffeh who were fallen off from Judah, and come under his 
overnment; for the tribes of Ephraim and Manaffeh belonged to 
the kingdom of Ifrael, and not to that of Judah. Z 
2 Ju the gates of the tents of the Lord.] ‘That is, ia the Lord’s 


houfe, which antiently was a tent. 
9 Queftioned with the prides and the Levites caucerning the heaps. J} 


Some think that he enquired how it came to pafs that there were itil 
fuch great heaps left, and no more fpent; which opinion the following 


anfwer feems to favour 
11 Yo prepare chambers in the Laufe of the Lord, &c.] To build 


new ftorehoufes, beGides thofe which Solomon had made. 
gx 18 They 


The firfifruits and tithes brought in. 


burnt offerings and for peace offerings, to minifter, Before 
CHRI-T 


726. 





* Before 


Sennacherid invadeth. fudah. 


18 And to the genealogy of all their little ones, their 


CHRIST wives, and their fons,-and their daughters, through all 


726. 


713+ 


F108 


the congregation : for in their fet office they fanctified 
themfelves in holinefs: : é 
“yg -Alfo of the fons of Aaron the priefts, which were 
in the fields of tlhe fuburbs of their cities, in every 
feveral city, the men that were expreffed by name, to 
ive portions to all the males among the priefis, and 
to all that were reckoned by genealogics among the 
Levites. ; 

20 4 And thus did Hezckiah throughout all Ju- 

dah, and wrought that which was good and right and 
truth before the Lorn his God. 
"9, And in every work that he began in the fervice 
of the houfe of God, and in the law, and in the com- 
mandments, to feek his God, he did i with all his 
heart, and profpered. 


CHAP. XXXII. ‘ 


1 Sennacherib invading Judah, Hexekiah fortifeth Feru- 

falem, and encocerageth the people. g Sennacherib’s 
blafphemous meffage and letters. 20 Hezekiah and 
Tfatah cry to heaven for aid; an angel deftroyeth the 
Affyrian army, amd their king returning home is flain by 
his own fens. 24 Hezekiah praying in his Sicknefs ts 
miraculsufly recovered; but waxing proud, be ofterward 
humbleth himfelf. 27 His riches and works. 31 His 
error in relation tothe Babylonifi) ambaffudors. 32 He 
dieth ; Manaffeb fucccedzth bin 

FTER thefe things, and the eftablifhment there- 

of, Scnnacherib king oi Aflyria came, and entered 
intoJudah, and encamped againft the fenced citics, and 
thought to win them for himfelf. 

2 And when Hezekiah faw that Sennachcrib was 
come, and thet he was purpofed to fight againit Je- 
rufalem, 

He took counfel with his princes and his mighty 
men to ftop the waters of the fountains which were 
without the city: and they did help him. 

' 4°So there was gathered much peuple together, who 

flopped all the fountains, and the brook that ran 
through the midft of the land, faying, Why thould the 
kings of Affyria come, and find much water? 


5 Alfo he ftrengthened himfelf, and built up all the - 


wall that was broken, and raifed /t up to the towers, 
and another wall without, and repaired Millo zz the city 
of David, and made darts and fhields in abundance. , 
6 And he fet captsins of war over the people, and 
gathered them together to him in the ftreet of the gate 
of the city, and ipake comfortably to them, faying, 

7 Be ftrong and courageous, be not afraid nor dif- 

mayed for the king of Aflyria, nor for all the multitude 
that fs with him: for ¢/ere be more with us than with 
him: 
8 With him és an arm of flefh; but with us zs the 
Lorp our God to help us, and to fight our battles. 
And the people refted themfelves upon the words of 
Hezekiah king of Judah. 

9 § After this did Sennacherib king of Affyria fend 
his fervants to Jerufalem, (but he binfelf laid fiege 
againt Lachifh, and all his power with him,) unto 
Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto all Judah that were 
at Jerufalem, faying, 

jo ‘Chus faith Senmacherib king of Affyria, Whereon 
do ye truft, that ye abide in the fiege in Jerufalem? 
ee LT 

18 They fandified themsetues in holinefs.| Ozin faith and fidelity ; 
in the margin it is tranflated, In truft: they attended upon their 
miniftry in the houfe of God, confident that they fhould be provided 
with all things neceffary. 

Genernat Rervections on Chap. XXXI. 


We are taught from hence, that crue piety will thew itfelf not only 
by an endeavour to promote the caufe of religion, divine fervice, 
and the maintenance of the miniftry; but likewife by adoming 
ur profeffion with good works, and a holy life and converfation. 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP, XXXII. 


4 The brook that ran through the midp of the land, &c.] Some 
take this tobe Gihon, others Kidron; they diverted the cursent, and, 


Tl. CHRONICLES. An angel deflroyeth the Affyrian hop. 


ri Doth not Hezekiah perfuade you to give over Before 
yourfelves to die by famine and by thirft, faying, The C&T 


Lorp our God fhall deliver us out of the hand of the 
king of Affyria? 

12 Hath not the fame Hezekiah taken away his high 
places and his altars, and commanded Judah and Je- 
rufalem, faying, Ye fhall worfhip befors one altar, and 
burn incenfe upon it ? 

13 Know ye not what I and my fathers have done 
unto all the people of etder lands? were the gods of 
the nations of thofe lands any ways able to deliver their 
lands out of mine hand? 

14 Who was there among all the gods of thofe na- 
tions that my futhers utterly deftroyed, that could de- 
liver his people out of mine hand, that your God fhould 
be able to deliver you out of mine hand ? 

15 Now thereford let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor 
perfuade you on this manner, neither yet believe him: 
for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to de- 
liver his people out of mine hand, and out of the hand 
of my fathers: how much lefs ihall your God deliver 
you out of mine hand? 

16 And his fervants {pake yet more againft the Lorna 
God, and-againit his-fervant Hezekiah. 

17 Ue wrote alfo letters to rail on the Lorp God of 
Ifrael, and to {peak againit him, faying, As the gods 
of the nations of other lands have not delivered their 
people out of mine hand, fo fhall not the God of Ne- 
zekiah deliver his people out of mine hand. 

18 Then they cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ 
fpeech unto the people of Jerufalem that cere on the 
wall, to affright them, and to trouble them; that they 
might take the city. 

19 And they fpake againft the God of Jerufalem, as 
againft the gods of the people of the earth, which were 


; the work of the hands of man. 


20 § And for this caufe Hezekiah the king, and 
the prophet Laiah the fon of Amoz, prayed and cried 
to heaven. 

21 And the Lorn fent an angel, which cut off all 
the mighty men of valour, and the leaders and captains 
in the camp of the king of Affyria. So he returned 
with fhame of face to his own land. And when he was 
come into the houfe of his god, they that came forth of 
his own bowels flew him there with the fword. 

22 Thus the Lorp ijaved Hezekiah and the inhabi- 
tants of Jerufalem from the hand of Sennacherib the 
king of Affyria, and from the land of aH other, and 
guided them on every fide. ; 

23 And many brought gifts unto the Lorp to Je- 
rufalem, and prefents to Hezekiah king of Judah: fo 
that he was magnified in the fight of all nations from 
thenceforth. 

24 In thofe days Hezekiah was fick to death, and 
prayed unto the Lorp: and he {pake unto him, and he 
gave him a fign. ‘ 

25 But Hezekiah rendered not again according to 
the benefit done unto him; for his heart was lifted up: 
therefore there was wrath upon him, ancl upon Judah 
and Jerufalem. i , 

26 Notwithftanding Hezekiah humbled himfelf for 
the pride of his heart, doth he and the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem, fo that the wrath of the Lorbp came not upon 
them in the days of Hezekiah. 

; 27 4 And 
re Ee N 
by conveyance under ground, led the water into great cifterns, in 
the city, for the ufe of the people. In this country, where water was 
fearce, it was a great-point of policy to diftrefs the enemy by cutting 
ji = They fpake againft the God of Ferufalem, as againft the gods of 
the people of the earth, &c.) "They ignorantly fancied there was no 
difference between the God of the univerfe, whom the Jews worfhip- 

d, and the idolatrous gods of the nations round about, whofe power 
was fuppofed to be limited to their-refpettive nations. 

24 He gave him a fign.| Or, as in the margin, wrought a miracle 
for him. 

25 His heart was lifted up, &.| So many miracles having been 
wrought in his favour, he grew prcfumptuous of God’s protection, 


and fergot his benefits. : 
2 GENERAL 
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. Manaffeh’s wicked reign. 


Before 


27 G- And Hezekiah had exceeding much riches 


CHRIST 5d honour: and he made himfelf treafuries for filver, 


753° 


qiz. 


698. 


and for gold, and for precious ftones, and for {pices, 
and for fhields, and for all manner of pleafant jewels; 
28 Storehoufes alfo for the increafe of corn, and’ 


wine, and oil; and ftalls for all manner of beafts, and. 


cotes for flocks. 

29 Moreover he provided him cities, and_poflef- 
fions of flocks and herds in abundance: for God had: 
given him fubftance very. much. 

30 This fame Hezekiah alfo ftopped the upper wa- 
tercourfe of Gihon, and brought it ftraight down to 
the welt fide of the city of David. And Hezekiah 
profpered in all his works. 

31 § Howbeit in the bufine/s of the ambaffadors of 
the princes of Babylon, who fent unto him tp enquire 
‘of the wonder that was done in the Jand, Godleft him, 
to try him, that he might know all ¢at was in his 
heart. ; 

32 Y Now the reft of the acts of Hezekiah, and his 
goodnefs, behold, they are written in the vifion of 
ifaiah the prophet, the fon of Amoz, and in the book 
of the kings of Judah and Lfrael. 

33 And Hezekiah flept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in the chiefeft of the fepulchres of the fons 
of David: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem did him honour at his death: And Manafieh 
his fon reigned in his flead. 

CHAP. XXXUT. 
1 Manaffeh’s wicked reign and great idolatry. 10 Reject- 
ing God’s admonitions, he is carried captive 1o Babylon, 
- sobere he bumbleth himfelf before God, and is reftored to 
his kingdom. 14 He fortifieth bis dominions, ard put- 
teth diwn idolatry, reftoring the wor/bip of the true God. 

18 Elis acts and prayer: 20 Hedieth ; Amon fucceedeth 

bim. 21 Amoi's wicked reign ; be is flain by bis fer- 

wants. 25 The people flay the murderers, and make 

Joftah king. 

ANASSEH was twelve years old when he be- 
gan to reign, and he reigned fifty and five years 
in Jerulalem : 

2 But did that which was evil in the fight of the 


Lorb, likeuntotheabominations of theheathen, whom’ 


the Loxp had caft out befcre the children of Ifrael. 

2 For he built again the high places which Heze- 
kiah his father had broken down, and he reared up 
altars for Baalim, and made groves, and wortfhipped all 
the hott of heaven, and ferved them. . 

Alfo he buile altars in the houfe of the Lorn, 
whereof the Lorn had faid, In Jerufalem thallmy name 
be for ever. 

5 And he built altars for all the hoft of heaven in 
the two courts of the houfe of the Lorn. 

6 And he caufed his children to pafs through the 
fire in the valley of the fon of Hinnom: alfo he ob. 
ferved times, and ‘nfed enchantments, and ufed witch- 
craft, and dealt with a familiar {pirit, and with wizards : 
he wrought much evil in the fight of the Lorp, to pro- 
voke him to anger. 

7 And he fet a carved image, the idol which he had 
made, in the houfe of God, of which God had faid to 
David and to Solomon his fon, In this houfe, amd in 
Jerufalem, which I have chofen before all the tribes of 
ifrael, will ] put my name for ever: 





Generat Rereeerrons on Chap. XXXII. 


From the conduct of Hezekiah, above recorded, we fhould Jearn, 
that even pious perfons too foon forget themfelves in profperity ; 
that the good things of this world are vain, and we cannot enjoy 
them long, therefore they that peffefs them, fhould thankfully ufe 
them co the glory of God, and without oftentation. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXII. 


9 Manafeh made Fudak aud the inhabitants of Ferufalem to err, 
&c.] ‘What a prodigious change was now wrought in this- kingdom! 
Inthe lat reign it was celebrated for righteoufnefs ; but now for being 
the very fink of impiety, +> 


CHAP. XXXII. 


8 Neither will Iany more.remove the foot of Ifrael 
from out of the land which I have appointed for your 
fathers; fo that they will take: heed to do all that I 
have commanded them, according to the whole law 
and the flatutes and the ordinances by the hand of 
Mofes. : ! y 

9 So Manaffeh made Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem to err, and to do worfe than the heathen, 
vo the Lorn had deftroyed before the children of 

rael. 

10 £ And the Lorn fpake to Manafleh, and to his 
people: but they would not hearken. 

if Wherefore the Lorp brought upon them the 
captains of the hoft of the king of Affyria, which took 
Manaffeh among the thorns, and bound him with fet- 
ters, and carried him to Babylon. 

12 And when he was in affliction, he befought the 
Lorp his God, and humbled himfelf greatly before the 
God of his fathers, 

13 And prayed unto him: and he was intreated of 
him, and heard his fupplication, and brought him again 
to Jerufalem into his kingdom. Then Manaiffch knew 
that the Lorp he was God. 

14 Y Now after this he built a wall without the 
city of David, on the weft fide of Gihon, in the valley, 
even to the entering in at the fifth gate, and compaffed 
about Ophel, and raifedit up avery great height, and 
put captains of war in all the fenced cities of Judah. 

15 And he took away the ftrange gods, and the idol 
out of the houfe of the Lorn, and all the altars that 
he had built in the mount of the houfe of the Lorn, 
and in Jerufalem, .and caft them out of thecity.: 

16 And he repaired the altar of the Lorn, and 
facrificed thereon peace offerings and thank offerings, 
and commanded Judah to ferve the Lorp God of 
Kfrael. 

17 Neverthelefs the people did facrifice fill in the 
high places, yef unto the Lorp their God only. 

18 ¥ Now the reit.of the acts of Manaffch, and his 
prayer unto his God, and the words of the feers that 
fpake to him in the name of the Lorp God of Ifrael, 
behold, they are wristen in the book of the kings of 
Ifrael. 

19 His praycr alfo, and bow God was intreated of 
him, and all his fins, and his tre{pafs, and the places 
wherein he built high places, and fet up groves and 
graven images, before he was humbled: behold, they 
are written among the fayings of the feers. - 

20 G So Manaffeh flept with his fathers, and they 
buried him in his own houfe: and Amon his fon 
reigned in his f{tead. 

21 § Amon was two and twenty years old when he 
began to reign, and reigned two yearsin Jerufalem. 

22 But he did that which was evilin the Gght of the 
Lorp, as did Manaffeh his father: for Amon facrificed 


_. Ms captivity and return. 


677. 


unto all the carved images which Manaffeh his father - 


had made, and ferved them; 

23 -And humbled not himfelf before the Lorp, as 
Manaffeh his father had humbled himfelf ; but Amoa 
trefpaffed more and more. , 

24 And hisfervants confpired againit him, and flew 
him in his own houfe. 

25 ¥ But the people of the land flew all them that 
had confpired againft king Amon : and the people of 
the land made Jofiah his fon king in his ftead. 

Cc a AP. 





19 They are written among the fayings of the feers.] Or of Hofai, 
as in the margin; who it is likely was a prophet in thofe times, by 
whom many memorable things in his reign were recorded, as Lfaiah 
did the prayer of Hezekiah his father. 


Generar Rertecrions on Chap. XXXII 


“From Manaffeh’s captivity, humble prayer, and reftoration, we learn, 


firft, that wicked. princes do a great deal of mifchief, and draw the 
"wrath of God-on themfelves and their fubjeéts. Secondly, In his 
repentance, we fee the great mercy of God_ towards the moft aban- 
doned finners, when they return to him. Thirdly, That repentance 
confifts in removit.g and repairing what is evil, and in a total 
change of cenduét, 


COMMENTARY 


O4t6 





Fofiah’s good rewgn. Il. CHRONICLES. 

Before CHAP. XXXIV {cribe, I have found the book of the law in the houfe Pefore 
CHRIST : : ohne of the Lorp. And Hilkiah delivered the book to Shas ‘iik!ST 
_ 4 5 Foftah's good reign: he deftroyeth idolatry both in Fudah han. , 623. 

and Ifrael: 8 he provideth for the repairs of the temple. 16 And Shaphan carried the book to the king, and 
14 Hilkiah having found the book of the law, it is read brought the king word back again, faying All that was 
before the king, who is alarmed, and fendeth to the pro- committed to thy fervants, t hey do it. 
phete/s Huldah to enquire of the LORD. 23 Huldah 17 And they have gathered together rhe money that 
prophefieth the deftruction of Ferufalem, but not to take 4} was found in the houfe of the Lorn, and have delivered 
place till after the death of Fofiah. 29 Jofiah caufeth || it into the hand of the overfeers, and to the hand of the 
, the book to be read in a folemn affembly, and reneweth workmen. 
the covenant between God and the people. 18 Then Shaphan the fcribe told the king, fay- 
OSIAH was eight years old when he began to ing, Hilkiah the prieft hath given mea book. .\nd 
reign, and he reigned in Jerufalem one and thirty § { Shaphan read it before the king. 
ears. : 1g And it came to pafs, when the king had heard 
2 And he did that which was right in the fight of {{ the words of the law, that be rent his clothes. 
the Lorp, and walked in the ways of David his father, go And the king commanded Hilkiah, and Ahi-~ 
and declined either to the right hand, nor to the left. kam the fon of Shaphan, and Abdon the fon of Micha, 
634. 3 4 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he and Shaphan the feribe, and Afaiah a fervant of the 
630. was yet young, he began to feek after the God of Da- king’s, faying, 
vid his father: and in the twelfth year he began to 21 Go, enquire of the Lorn for me, and for them 
purge Judah and Jerufalem from the high places, and that are left in Hfrael and'in Judah, concerning the 
the groves, and the carved images, and the molten words of the book that is found: for great zs the wrath 
images. of the Lorp, that is pourecdl out upon us, becaufe our 

: 4 And they, brake down the altars of Baalim in his |] fathers have not kept the word of the Loxp, to do after 

prefence; and the images, that were on high above {f all that is written in this book. 

them, he cut down; and the groves, and the carved 22 And Hilkiah, and they that the king badappointed, 

images, and the molten images, he brake in pieces, and went to Huldah the prophetefs, the wife of Shallum 

made duft of them, and ftrowed ## upon the graves of fg the fon of Tikvath, the fon of Hafrah, keeper of the 

them that had facrificed unto them. wardrobe; (now fhe dwelt in Jerufalem in the college:) 
5 And he burnt the bones of the priefts upon their {{ and they fpake to her to that efe7. 

altars, and cleanfed Judah and Jerufalem. 29 GF And fhe anfwered them, Thus faith the Lorp 
6 And fo did heinthecities of Manaffeh, and Ephraim, God of Ifrael, Tell ye the man that fent you tome, 

and Simcon, even unto Naphtali, with their mattocks 24 Thus faith the Lorp, Behold, I will bring evil 

round about. upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even 
7 And when he had broken down the altars and the all the curfes that are written in the book which they 

groves, and had beaten the graven images into powder, have read before the king of Judah: 

and cut down all the idols throughout all the land of 25 Becaufe they have forfaken me, and have burned 

Ifrael, he returned to Jerufalem. incenfeunto other gods, that they might provoke meto 

624. 8 ¥ Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my 


he had purged the land, and the houfe, he fent Shaphan 
the fon of Azaliah, and Maafeiah the governor of the 
city, and Joah the fon of Joahaz the recorder, to repair 
the houfe of the Lorp his God. 

g And when they came to Hilkiah the high prieft 
they delivered the money that was brought into the 
houfe of God, which the Levites that kept the doors 
had gathered of the hand of Manafleh and Ephraim, 
and of all the remnant of Ifrael, and of all Judah and 
Benjamin; and they returned to Jerufalem. 

10 And they put z¢ in the hand of the workmen that 
had the overfight of the houfe of the Lorn, and they 
gave it. to the workmen that wrought in the houfe of 
the Lorp, to repair and amend the houfe: 

11 Even to the artificers and builders gave they z¢, 
to buy hewn ftone, and timber for couplings, and to 
floor the houfes which thekingsof Judah had deftroyed. 

12 And the men did the work faithfully: and the 
everfeers of them were Jahath and Obadiah, the Le- 
vites, of the fons of Merari; and Zechariah and Me- 
fhullam, of the fons of the Kohathites, to fet z¢ for- 
ward: and other of the Levites, all that could fkill of 
inftruments of mufick. 

13 Alfo they were over the bearers of burdens, and 
were overfeers of all that wrought the work in any 
manner of fervice: and of the Levites there were {cribes, 
and officers, and porters. 

14 @ And when they brought out the money that 
was brought into the houfe of the Lorp, Hilkiah the 
prieft found a book of the law of the Lorn given by 
Mofes. 

15 And Hilkiah anfwered and faid to Shaphan the 





COMMENTARY awn NOTES on CHAP. XXXIV. 

3.J2 the Aphth year of bis reign, &c.] His pious inclination 
of worfhipping the God of Ifrael appeared very early; for he was 
only fixteen years of age when he cpenly declared his refolution of 
ferving the Lord God of his fathers, and purpofed David to himfelf 
for his pattern. 


wrath fhall be poured out upon this place and fhall not 
be quenched. 

26 And as for the king of Judah, who fent you to 
enquire of the Lorp, fo fhall ye fay unto him, Thus 
faith the Lorp God of Ifrael concerning the words which 
thou haft heard ; 

27 Becaufe thine heart was tender, and thou didft 
humble thyfelf before God, when thow heardeft his 
words againft this place, and again{t the inhabitants 
thereof, and hymbledf thyfelf before me, and did 
rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have even 
heard fee alfo, faith the Lorp. 

28 Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and 
thou fhalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither 
fhall thine eyes fee all the evil that I will bring upon 
this place, and upon the inhabitants of the fame. So 
they brought the king word again. 

29 J Then the king fent and gathered together all 
the elders of Judah and Jerufalem. 

3o And the king went up into the houfe of the 
Lorp, and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants 
of Jerufalem, and the priefts, and the Levites, and all 
the people, great and fmall: and he read in their ears 
all the words of the book of the covenant that was found 
in the houfe of the Lorp. 

gt And the king ftood in his place, and made a co- 
venant before the Lorp, to walk after the Lorp, and 
to keep his commandments, and his teftimonies, and 
his ftatutes, with all his heart, and with all his foul, to 
perform the words of the covenant which are writter 


‘In this book. 


32 And hecaufed all that were prefent in Jernfalem 
and 





14 4 book of the law of the Lord given by Mofes.] Very pro- 
bably the original; for, from the death of Mofes, to the death of 
Jofiah, at the utmoft computation, was not more than nine hundred 
and fifty years; an age exceeded by that of feveral manufcripts at 


this day. 
2 GENERAL 


The book of the law ei. 








A folemn paffover kept. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


Fofiah ws flain in battle. 
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and Benjamin to itand fo 74. And the inhabitants of 

Jerufalem did according to the covenant of God, the 

God of their fathers. : 

33 And Jofiah took away all the abominations out 
of ail the countries chat pertained to the children of 
Ifrael, and made all that were prefent in Ifrael to ferve, 
even to ferve the Lorn their God. And all his days 
they departed not from following the Lorn, the God 
of their fathers. 

CHAP. XXKV. 

i Foftah caufeth a folemn paffover to be kept. 20 He go- 
eth to fodt with Pharach-necho, and ts flain in battle 
at Megiddo. 25 Lhe lamentations made for him. 26 
Liis acts. 

h OREOVER Jofiah kept a paffover unto the 

4& Lorp in Jerufalem: and they killed the paffo- 
ver on the fourteenth day of the firft month. 

2 And he fet the prieits in their charges, and encou- 
raged them tothe fervice of the houfe of rhe Lord, 

3 And faid unto the Levites that taught all Hracl, 
which were holy unto the Lorp, Put the holy ark in 
the houfe which Solomon the fon of David king of H- 
rael did build ; 7# /ba// not be a burden upon your fhoul- 
ders: ferve now the Lorp your God, and his people 
Hrael, 

4 And prepare yourfelves by the houfes of your fa- 
thers, after your courfes, according to the writing of 
David king of Ifrael, and according tothe writing of 
Solomon his fon. 

s And ftand in the holy p/ace according to the divi- 
fions of the families of the tathers of your brethren the 
people, and after the divifion of the families of the 
Levites. 

6 So kill the paflover, and fandctify yourfelves, and 
prepare your brethren that they may do according to 
the word of the Lorp by the hand of Mofes. 


7 And Jofiah gave to the people, of the flock, lambs | 


and kids, all for the paflover offerings, for all that were 
prefent, to the number of thirty thoufand, and three 
thoufand bullocks: thefe were of the king’s fubftance. 

& And his princes gave willingly unto the people, 
to the priefts, and to the Levites: Hilkiah and Zecha- 
riah and Jahiel, rulers of the houfe of God, gave unto 
the priefts for the paflover offerings two thoufand and 
fix hundred fme2ll cattle, and three hundred oxen. 

9 Conaniah alfo, and Shemaiah and Nethancel, his 
brethren, and Hafhabiah and Jehiel and Jozabad, 
chief of the Levites, gave unto the Levites tor paflo- 
ver offerings five thoufand /wall cattle, and five bun- 
dred oxen, 

10 So the fervice was prepared, and the priefts ftood 
in their place, and the Levites in their courtes, accord- 


* ing to the king’s commandment. 


. yi And they killed the paffover, and the priefts 
{prinkled the S/cod from their hands, and the Levites 
flayed them. ; 

a2 And thcy removed the burnt offerings, that they 
might give according to the divifions of the families of 
the people, to offer unto the Lorn, as 77s written in 
the book of Mofes. And fo did they with the oxen. . 

13 And they roafted the paflover with fire according 
to the ordinance: but the other holy offerings fod they 
in pots, and in caldrons, and in pans, and divided them 
{peedily among all the people. 


14 And afterward they made ready for themfelves, 





Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. XXXIV. 

King Jofiah’s great piety fhould ferve as an example to men in authcrity, 
and to all Chriftians: he trembled at the threatened judgments of 
God, who mercifully took him away before he executed his wrath on 
the Jews: this likewife fhews, that the death of a righteous perfon is 
in no-wife a mark of God’s difpleafure ; but chat he fomerimes fends 
it out of love to thofe that fear him. 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. XXXV. 


3 Which were holy unto the Lord, &c.|_ Peculiar'y dedicated to this 
fervice and miniftering to the priefts, and inftructing the people. 
18 From the days of Samuel the prophet, &c.] ‘The book wherein this 


No. 35. 


1g And the fingers the fons of Afaph cere in their 


| place, according to the commandment of David, and 
f Afaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun thekine’s feer; and 


the porters wasted at every gate; they might not depart 
from their fervice ; for their brethren the Levites pre- 


F pared for them, 


16 So all the fervice of the Lorp was prepared the 


J fame day, to kecp the paflover, and to offer burnt of- 


ferings upon thealrar of the Lorn, according to the 
commandment of hing Jofinh. ~ 
* 17 And the children of Hrael that were prefent kept 
the paflover at that time, and the feaf of unleavened 
bread feven days. 

18 And there was no paffover like to that kept in 
Hrael from the days of Samuel the prophet ; neither 
did all che kings of Ifracl keep fuch a paffover as Jofiah 


j kept, and the priefts, and the Levites, and all Judah 
fand Hfracl thac were 


prefent, and the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem. : 

19 Inthe eighteenth year of the reign of JoSah was 
this paflover kept. 

20 § After all this, when Jofiah had prepared the 


f temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight againtt 


Charchemifh by Kuphrates:and Jofiah went out againtt 
him. : 
21 But he fent ambafladors to him, faying, What 


t have 1 to do with thee, thou king of Judah? J come 


not againit thec chis day, but againit the houfe where- 
with I have war: for God commanded me to make 


j hatte: forbear thee from meddling sith God, who is 
fo with me, that he destroy thee not. 


_ 22 Neverthelets Jofiah would not turn his face from 
him, but: difguited himfelf, that he might fight with 


} him, and hearkened not unto the words of Necho, 
j from the mouth of God, and came to fight in the val- 
s ley of Megiddo. 


23 And the archers fhot at king Jofiah; and the 
king faid to his fervants, Have me away; for lam 
fore wounded. 

24 His fervants therefore took him out of that cha- 


Friot, and put him in the fecond chariot chat he had; 
fand they brought him to Jerufalem, and he diced, and 


was buried in one of the tepulchres of his fathers. .\nd 


all Judah and Jerutalem mourned for Jofiah. 


25 9 And Jeremiah Jamented for Jofiah: and all 


i the dinging men and the finging women {pake of Jo- 
f fiah in their lamentations to this day, and made them 
f an ordinance in Ifrael: and, behold, they are written 
F in the Lamentations. . 


26 GF Now the reft of the ats of Jofiah, and his 


f coodnels, according to that which was written in the 
Ho law of the Lory, 


27 And his deeds, firft and laft; behold, they are 


f written in the book of the kings of Hrael and Judah. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


[1 Yehcabaz fucceeding Fcfiah is depofed by Pharach-necho, 


and carried intoLgypt: Febotakimismade king. 5 Febo- 
iakim reigning wickedly 15 bound in fetters by Nebuchad= 
nezzar, who carricth part of the veffels of the temple to 
Babylon. 9 Fehoiachin is made king, and after a year's 


reign carried to Babylon with other veffels of the temple : 
Zedekiab 





is recorded is loft, as many other books of the prophets are. 
20 Fofiah cvuent out again? him.] lt is probable that the king of 


Judah was in alliance with Charchemith king of Affyria ; and that 
j he now voluntarily affitted him, by giving 4 diverfion to the Egyp- 
, tians. 


Generaut Rerrectrions on Chap. XXXV. 


As Jofiah did not flacken his zeal, but that, whilft he lived, he did his 
utmoft to re-eftablifh religion, and appeafe the wrath of God; let 
‘this therefore teach us, never to withdraw our hand from doing good, 
but perfevere, thro’ the divine ailiftance in the path of duty, to the 

end; and leave future events to providence. 
COMMENTARY 


3 


fand for the pricits: becaufe the pricfts the fons of Before 
f Aaron were bufed in offering of burnt offerings and the 
f fatuntil night; therefore the Levites prepared for them- 
| felves, and for the pricfts the fons of Aaron. 


CHRIST 
623. 
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Fehoahaz depofed by Pharash-necho. JI. CHRONICLES. 


peters Zedekiah is made king in his flead. 11 Ledekiah reign- 13 «ind he alfo rebelled againft King Nebuchal. ! 
aes eth wickedly, de[pifeth the admonitions of Feremiah, nezzar, who had made him fwear by God: bur he iit® 
ned lis neck, and hirdenecd his heart from turnin, 2 


and rebelleth againft Nebuchadnezzar. 14 7 he fins of 

the prie/ts and of the people caufe the utter deftrucion of 

Ferufalem by the Chaldees, and the defolation of the land 

for feventy years. 22 The proclamation of Cyrus for 
building the temple. ; 
HEN che people of the land took Jehoahaz the 
fon of Jofiah, and made him king in his tather’s 
ftead in Jerulalem. 

2 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he 
began to reign, and he reigned three months in jeru- 
falem. 

3 And the king of Egypt put him down at Jerufa- 
Jem, and condemned the land in an hundred taleats of. 
filver anda talent of gold. 








unto the orp God of Hrael. 

14 € Moreover all the chief of the priefls, and the 
people tranfgrefled very much after all che abomina. 
tions of the heathen 3 and polluted the house of the 
Lown which he had hollowed in Jerufilem. 

+5 And the Lorp God of their fathers lent to them 
hy his meffengers, rifing up betimes, and fending ; be- 
caule he had compaffion on his people, and on his 
dwelling place: 

16 But they mocked the meffenzers of God, and 
defpifed his words, and mifufed his prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lorp arofe againft his people, till here 
was no remedy. 


The defiruciion of Feruyul 


ene weer 


ore 








4 And the king of Egypt made Eliakim his bro 17 Vherefore he brought upon them the king of a 
ther king over Judah and Jerufalem, and curned his }] the Chaldees, who flew their young men with the fword ae 
name to Jehoiakim. And Necho took Jehoahaz his in the houfe of their fanctuary, and had no compafiion 
brother, and carried him to Egypt. upon man or maiden, old man, or him that {looped for 

5 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when age: he gave them all into his hand. 
he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jeru~ 18 And all the veffels of the houfe of God, great and 
falem : and he did that which was evil in the fight of {mall, and the treafures of the houfe of the Lorn, and 
the Lorp his God. the treafures of the king, and of his princes ; all the/e 

607. 6 Againft him came up Nebuchadnezzar king of {} he brought to Babylon. 
Babylon, and bound him in fetters, to carry him to 19 And they burnt the houfe of God, and brake  .5g 
606. Babylon. down the wall of Jerufalem, and burnt all the palaces 

7 Nebuchadnezzar alfo carried of the veffels of the thereof with fire, and deftroyed all the goodly veffels 
houfe of the Lorp to Babylon, and put them in his |] thereof, 
temple at Babylon. 20 And them that had efcaped fiom the fword car- 

8 Now the reft of the aéts of Jehoiakim, and his {] ricd he away to Babylon; where they were fervants to 
abominations which he did, and that which was found him and _ his fons, until the reign of the kingdom of 
in him, behold, they are written in the book of the |] Perfia: 7 

s99. kings of Ifrael and Judah: and Jehoiachin. his fon 21 To fulfil the word of the Lorn by the mouth of 


reigned in his ftead. 

9 ¢ Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began 
to reign, and hereigned three montilis and ten days in 
Jerufalem: and he did that which was evil in the fight 
of the Lorp. 

10 And when the year was expired, king Nebuchad- 
nezzar fent, and brought him to Babylon, with the 
goodly veffels of the houfe of the Lorn, ancl made 
Zedeliah his brother king over Judah and Jerufalem, 

11 GY Zedekiah was one and twenty years old when 
he began to reign, and reigned eleven years in Jeru- 
falem. 

12 And he did that which was evil in the fight of the 
Lorp his God, and humbled not himfelf before Jeremiah 
the prophet /peaking from the mouth of the Lorp. 


EAS 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES oy CHAP. XXXVI. 


4 And turned his name to Fehoiakim, &c.] Asa mark that he recei ved 
the kingdom from him, and owed his dignity to his favour; thus Pha- 
raoh changed the name of Jofeph, and Nebuchadnezzar the name of 
Daniel and his three companions. 

9 Feboiachin was eight years old, &C.] We fhould probably read 
eighteen years, this prince being of that age when he began to 
reign. 

_ 22,23 Noaw in the firft year, &c.] Thefe two verfes are an interpola- 
tion, as their being repeated in the firft book of E=ra fufficiently proves ; 
fo that the fecond Bock of Chronicles hould have concluded with the 21it 
verfe of this chapter. 


Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her fabbaths : for 
as long as fhe lay defolate fhe kept fabbath, to fulfil 
threefcore and ten years. 

22 J Now in the firtt year of Cyrus king of Perfia, 
that the word of the Lorn /poken by the mouth of Je- 
remiah might be accomplifhed, the Lorn ftirred up 
the fpiric of Cyrus king of Perfia, that he made a pro- 
clamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it alfo 
in writing, faying, 

23 Thus faich Cyrus king of Perfia, All the king- 
doms of the earth hath the Lorp God of heaven given 
me; and he hath charged me to build him an houfe in 
Jerufalem, which is in Judah. Who 7s there among 
you of all his people? The Lorp his God de with him, 
and let him go up. 

The 


Generar ReFLrectTions on Chap. XXXVI. 


From the execution of God’s threatened vengeance, after along delay, 
on the Jews, we are led to adore both the mercy and juftice of God : 
his mercy, in that he would not deftroy them, before he had given 
them warning by his fervants the prophets; his juftice toward this 
hardened people, who laughed at his threatcnings, and defpifed his 
word, till his wrath was kindled in fuch a manner, that there was no 
remedy ; let us then confider, that the open and continued contempt of 
the word of God, and of his fervants, if perfifted in, will bring upon 
people the greateft misfortunes, and at length terminate in their total 


and inevitable deftruction. 
COMMENTARY 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


This book is a continuation of the Chronicles, and relates the hiflory of the firft and fecond return of the Fews to 
Ferufalem, out of the Babylonifo captivity, under the reigns of three kings of Perfia, viz. Cyrus, Darius, and 
Artaxerxes, comprebending about one hundred years ; tt is fuppofed that Lzra was the author of it ‘ but it is : 

‘ : , at is more 
generally agreed that he wrote only the four laft chapters. 
—————=—————————— ———————————————_—_=_ 


f to Thirty bafons of gold, filver bafons 
Jere four hundred and ten, and other veflels ee. cist 
ar All the veffels of gold and of filver were five . 
thoufand and four hundred. All the/e did Shefhbazzar 
bring up with ¢4em of the captivity that were brought 
} up from Babylon unto Jeruialem. 


CHAP. II, 


1 The number that return of the people i 
» 36 Of the priefts 
40 Of the Levetes, 43 of the Nethinims, 55 file ae 
dren of Solomon's fervants, 61 of the priefis who could 
not foew their pedigree. 64 The whole number of them 
with their fubjtance. 68 Their oblations for the builds 
ing of ihe temple. 
i N OW thefe are the children of the province that 
i went up out of the captivity, of thofe which had 
been carried away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king 
f of Babylon had carried away unto Babylon, and came 
f again unto Jerufalem and Judah, every one unto his 
H city 5 
f 2 Which came with Zerubbabel: Jefhua, Nehe- 
miah, Seraiah, Reelaiah, Mordecai, Bilfhan, Mizpar, 
Bigvai, Rehum, Baanah. The number of the men of 
j the people of Ifael: 
H 3 Yhechildren of Parofh, two thoufand an hundred 
g feventy and two. 
§=S sg Vhechildren of Shephatiah, three hundred feventy 
# and two. 
2 5 The children Arah, feven hundred feventy and 
y five. 
6 Yhe children of Pahath-moab, of the children of 


CHAP. I. 


1 The proclamation of Cyrus for building the temple. § 
The people provide for their return. 7 Cyrus reftoreth 


the veffels of the temple to Shefbbazzar. 


Before OW in the firt’ year of Cyrus king of Perfia, 
CHRIST N that the word of the Lorp by the mouth of 
536 Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lorp ittirred 
up the fpirit of Cyrus king of Perfia, that he made a 
proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it 
alfo in writing, faying, 

2 Thus faith Cyrus king of Perfia, The Lorp God 
of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the 
earth; and he hath charged me to build him an houfe 
at Jerufalem, which is in Judah. 

Who ¢s there among you of all his people? his 
God be with him, and let him go up to Jerufalem, 
which isin Judah, and build the houfe of the Loxp 
God of Hraci, (he is the God,) which zs in Jerufalem. 

4 And wholoever remaincth in any place where he 
fojourneth, let the men of his place help him with filver, 
and with gold, and with goods, and with beafts, befide 
the freewill offering for the houfe of God that zs in Je- 
rufalem. 

5 Y Then rofe up the chief of the fathers of Jadah 
and Benjamin, and the prielts, and the Levitcs, with 
all them whofe {pirit God had railed, to go up co build 
the houfe of the Lor which zs in Jerufalem. 

6 And all they that were about them ftrengthened 
their hands with veffels of fiiver, with gold, with goods, 


and with beafts, and with precious things, befide all 3} 
thet was willingly offered. Jefiua and Joab,twothouland eight hundred and twelve. 


| Alo Cyrus the king brought forth the veffels #f 7 ‘Vhe.children of Elam, a thoufand two hundred 


7 H 
of the houle of the Lorn, which Nebuchadnezzar had {¥ fifty and four. 
brought forth out of Jerufalem, and had put them in p 8 The children of Zattu, nine hundred forty and five. 
the houfe of his gods ; 9 Vhe children of Zaccai, feven hundred and three- 


§ Even thofe did Cyrus king of Perfia bring forth {§ fcore. 
by the hand of Mithredath the treafurer, and numbered 10 The children of Bani, fix hundred forty and two. 


them unto Shethbazzar, the prince of Judah. 11 The children of Bebai, fix hundred twenty and 


9 And this is the number of them: thirty chargers h three. 
of gold, a thoufand chargers of filver, nine and twenty 12 The children of Azgad, a thoufand two hundred 


knives, fj twenty and two. 


nn 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. 


1 da the fir year} ‘Thatis in the firft year after his conqueft of Ba- 
by lon, where the Jews then lived in captivity. 

Cyrus king of Perfia] See Vaiah liv. 28. and xlv. 1, 4- 

That the aed of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, 
&c.| Jeremiah had foretold, that after feventy years were accomplifh- 
ed, the king of Babylon and the Chaldeans fhould be deftroyed, and 
the people of Judah reftored to theirown land. Sce Fer. xxv. 12. and 
XXIN. 10. 

2 wl! the kingdoms of the earth] That is, all thofe large dominions 
which the Aflyzians and Babylonians had enjoyed. 

He hath charged me to build him an houwfe at Ferujalem, &c.} So Cyrus 
underftod from J/aiab xlv. 13. where God faith of him, ‘ he thall 
build my city,’ of which the temple was the principal part, and ftiil 
more plainly from chap. xliv. 28.“ He fhall fay to Jerufalem, Thou 
fhalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation fhall be laid.” 

8 ShySbazzer, &c.] .This was another name for Zerubbabel, who 
was born in Babylon; and his name, which fignifies an exile or ftran- 
ger in Babylon, imports the mifery of the people of Ifracl at that 
time; but Shefhbazzar, which fignifies fine linen and gold, feems to be 


























13 The 





§ a name of better omen, and to denote their future flourifhing condi- 
§ tion. 
f 10 Four hundred aud ten, &c.) From the authority of feveral manu- 
j fcripts ic is plain, thatthe number of thefe veffels fhould have been two 
§ choufand four hundred and ten. 


GeneraL REFLECTIONS on Chap, I, 


The re-cftablifhment of the Jews being brought about by Cyrus a hea- 
then prince, fhews us, that God can turn the hearts of kings as he 
pleafes, and make them become favourers to his church, after hav- 
ing made ufe of fome of thein for its corre@tion ; which fhould excite 
us to fear him, and to depend upon his power and bounty. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. II. 
, 1 The children of the province, &c.] By ‘* the province” it i 
BR bie that Judea is here meant ; which was made a eos whewiites 


; conquered, and Gedeliah conftitured the governor of ir, 
2 Nehemiah, &c.} This is fuppofed not to be that Nehemiah whofe 


book next follows, for he did not go now, but afterwards; or i he 
§ did, he returned to Babylon again. © 
55 The 
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The number of the people that returned. 
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13 The children of Adonikam, fix hundred fixty 
and fix. 

14 The children of Bigvai, two thoufand fifty and fix. 

15 Thechildrenof Adin, four hundred fifty and four. 

16 Thechildren of Aterof Hezekiah ninety and cight. 

17 The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty. 
and three. 

18 The children of Jorah, an hundred and twelve. 

tg The children of Hafhum, two hundred twenty 
and three. 

20 The children of Gibbar, nincty and five. 

21 The children of Beth-lehem, an hundred twenty 
and three. 

22 The men of Netophah, fifty and fix. 

23 The men of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and 
eight. . 

24 The children of Azmaveth, forty and two. 

25 The children of Kitjath-arim, Chephirah, and 
Beeroth, feven hundred and forty and three. 

26 The children of Ramah and Gaba, fix hundred 
twenty and one. 

27 ‘Themen of Michmas,an hundredtwentyandtwo. 

28 The men of Bethel and Ai, two hundred twenty 
and three. : 

29 The children of Nebo, fifty and two. 
30 Thechildren of Magbith, an hundredand fifty fix. 

git The children of the other Elam, a thoufand two 
hundred Gfty and four. 

32 The children of Harim, threc hundred and 
twenty. 

33 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, feven 
hundred twenty and five. 

34 The children of Jericho, three hundred forty 
and five. : 

35 The children of Scenah, three thoufand and fix 
hundred and thirty. 

36 & The pricits: the children of Jedaiah, of the 
houfe of Jefhua, nine hundred feventy and three. 

4 The children of Immer, a thoufand fifty and two. 

38 The children of Pathur, a thoufand two hundred 
forty and feven. 

39 The children of Harim, a thoufand and feventecn. 

40 QF The Levites: the children of Jefhua and Kad- i 
miel, of the children of Hodaviah, feventy and four. } 

41 The fingers: the children of Afaph, an hundred 
twenty and eight. 

2 The children of the porters: the children of 
Shallum, the children of Ater, the children of Talmon, 
the children of Alskub, the children of Hatira, the chil- 
dren of Shobai, zz all an hundred thirty and nine. 

43 9 The Nethinims: the children of Ziha, the chil- 
dren of Hafupha, the children of Tabbaoth, ° 2 

The children of Keros, the children of Siaha, 

the children of Padon, : 

4§ The children of Lebanah, the children of Ha- 
gabah, the children of Akkub, 

46 The children of Hagab, the children of Shalmai, 
the children of Hanan, 

47 The children of Giddel, the children of Gahar, 
the children of Reaiah, 

48 The children of Rezin, the children of Nekoda, 
the children of Gazzam, ; 

49 The children of Uzza, the children of Pafeah, 
the children of Betfai, 
Solomon during the building of the temple: and, being profelyted, 


er a a nee ee eevee 
55 The children of Solomon's fervants, &c.] It is probable that they 
were the defcendants of thofe who came from other nations, ro ferve 


he appointed them to the perpetual confervation and reparation of it, 

63 The Tirfeatha} Probably the chief 
miflioner; fee Nebem. viii. g. and x. 1. 

Till there fload up a prio evith Crin and with Thummin.] Till the 
Lord himfelf fhould decide, by means of fuch an high-prieft_ as 
there was in the firlt temple, whether they were the fons of Aaron or 
not. c 

64 Forty and teva thoufard three hundred and threcfeore.| This was a 
“fmall number in comparifen with that vaft multitude which came up 
out of Egypt, yet morethan double to that number which was car- 
ried away captive by Nebuchadnezzar. It’ fhould be remembered, 

: I 


governor or king's con 
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sc The children of Afnah, the children of Mehu- 
nim, the children of Nephufim, ; 

51 The cluldren of Bakbuk, the children of Haku- 
pha, the children 6f Eiirhur, 

52 The children of Bazlath, the children of Me- 
hida, the children of Harfha, 

§3 The children of Barkos, the children of Sifera, 
the children of Thamah, 

54 The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 

55 9 Vhe children of Solomon’s fervants: the chil. 
dren of Sotai, the children of Sopherceth, the children 
of Peruda, 

56 The children of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, 
the childicn of Giddel, 

57 The children of -Shephatiah, the children of 
Hattil, the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the chil- 
dren of Ami. 

58 All the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s 
fervants, were three hundred ninety and two. 

59 And thefe were they which went up from Tel- 
melah, Tel-harfa, Cherub, Addan, and Immer: but 
they could not fhew their father’s honfe, and their feed, 
whether they cere of Hrael: 

60 The children of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, 
the children of Nekoda, fix hundred fifty and two. 

61 GF And of the child:en of the prictts: the children 
of Habaiah, the children of Koz, the children of Bar- 
zillai: which tock a wife of the daughters of Barzillai 
the Gileadite, and was called after their name: 

62 Thefe fought their revitter among thofe that were 
reckoned by genealogy, but they were not found: there- 
fore were they, as polluted, put from che prielthood. 

63 And the Tirfhatha faid unto them, that they 
fhould not eat of the moft holy things, till chere flood 
up a pric with Urim and with Thummim. 

64 FY The wholecorgregation together cas forty and 
two thoufand three hundred avd threetcore, 

65 Betide their fervants and their maids, of whom 
there were feven thoufand three hundred thirty and 
feven; and there cere among them two hundred fing- 
ing men and finging women. 

66 Their hortes were feven hundred thirty and fix ; 
their mules, two hundred forty and five; 

67 Their camels, four hundred thirty and fives their 
affes, fix thoufand feven hundred and twenty. 

68 Y And fome of the chief of the fathers, when they 
came to the honfe of che Lorn which ¢s at Jerufalem, 
offered freely for the lioufe of God to fet it up in his 
place: 

69 They gave after their ability unto the treafure of 
the work threefcore and one thoufand drams of gold, 
and five thonfand pound of filver, and one hundred 
priefts’ garments. : 

70 So the priefts, and the Levites, and fome of the 


‘people, and the fingers, and the porters, and the Ne- 


thinims, dweltintheir cities, and all Ifrael in their cities. 


CHAP. Hl. 

1 Lhe altar is fet up. 4 The feftival and daily burnt offer- 
ings renewed. 7 Worknwt employed in preparing mate- 
rials for the building. 8 Under the direction of Zerub- 
babel and Fefbua, the priefts and Levites affijting,, the 
Soundation of the temple is laid amidft the rejoicing of 


fome, and the weeping of others. 
: AND 





that great numbers of the other tribes of Ifrael, befides thofe of Judah 
and Benjamin, came from Babylon, and thefe not being able to make 
out their defcent, were not mentioned by their families, asthe others were. 

70 dud all [frael in their citées.| When the ten tribes were carried 
captive by Salmanaffar into Affyria, they were not carried away cn- 
tirely, but fome of every tribe were left, who, with Judah and Ben- 
jamin, were afterwards carried to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and now 
reftored by Cyrus. 


Generar Re¥iectrons on Chap. IL 


We have here an evident demonftration of the faithfulnefs of God 
in fulfilling the promifes he is pleafed to make to his prople; 
which fhould encourage us at all times to pray unto, and truit in 


him. 
COMMLNTARY 
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altar is fet up. 


ND when the feventh month was come, and the 
children of Ifrael were in the cities, the people 
gathered themfelves together as one man to Jerufalem. 
2 Then ftood up Jefhua the fon of Jozadak, and 
his brethren the priefts, and Zerubbabel the fon of 
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the 
God of Ifrael, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it is 
written in the law of Mofes the man of God. 

3 And they fet the altar upon his bafes; for fear 
was wpon them becaufe of the people of thofe countries: 
and they offered burnt offerings thereon unto the Lorp, 
even burnt offerings morning and evening. 

4 Q They kept alfo the feaft of tabernacles, as it is 
written, and offered the daily burnt offerings by num- 
ber, according to the cuftom, as the duty of every day 
required ; : 

5 And afterward offered the continual burnt offering, 
both of the new moons, and of all the fet feafis of the 
Lorp that were confecrated, and of every one that wil- 
lingly offered a freewill offering unto the Lorb. 

6 From the firft day of the feventh month began 
they to offer burnt cfferingsuntothe Lorp. But the 
foundation of the temple of the Lorp was not yet laid. 

7 4 They gavemoney alfo unto the mafons, and to 
the carpenters; and meat, anddrink,and oil, unto them 
of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees 
from Lebanon to the fea of Joppa, according to the 
grant that they had of Cyrus king of Perfia. 

8 4 Now in the fecond year of their coming unto 
the houfe of God at Jerufalem, in the fecond month, 
began Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, and Jefhua the 
fon of Jozadak, and the remnant of their brethren the 
priefts and the Levites, and all they that were come out 


of the captivity unto Jerufalem; and appointed the | 


Levites, from twenty years old and upward, to fet for- 
ward the work of the houfe of the Lorn. 

9 Then flood Jefhua wth his fons and his brethren, 
Kadmiel and his fons, the fons of Judah, together, to 
fet forward the workmen in the houfe of God: the fons 


-of Henadad, with their fons and their brethren the 


Levites. 
ro And when the builders laid the foundation of 


the temple of the Lorn, they fet the priefts in their 
apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the fons of 
Afaph with cymbals, to praife the Loro, after the or- 
dinance of David king of Ifrael. 

1s And they fang together by courfe in praifing and 
giving thanks unto the Lorp ; becaufe he 7s good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever toward Ifrael. And all the 
people fhouted with a great fiout, when they praifed 
the Larp, becaufe the foundation of the houfe of the 
Lorop was laid. 

12 But many of the priefts and Levites and chief of 
the tathers, who were ancient men, that had feen the 
firft houfe, when the foundation of this houfe was laid 








COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. Il, 


3 For fear was upon them becaufe of the people of thofe countries, &c.] 
They were the more zealous to reftore the worfhip of God, in order 
that they might, upon all occafions, fly unto him for fuccour againft 
their neighbours, of whom they were in dread, 

4 As the duty of every day required.| Of every day of the featt, 
which laited feven days, on each of which were fpecial facrifices 


appointed by the law, and in great numbers, as may be feen in, 


Numb, Xrid- 

12 Mluny—avho were ancient men, that had fen the fu Zt houfe—wept 
avith a loud voice; and many Jointed aland far soy.) _"Vhe younger fort 
fhuuted for joy ; but many of the ancient medple difturbed their accla- 
mations with weeping and Jamentations, becaufe they perceived it was 
greatly jnferior in mutgnificence to that buile by Solomon; but they 


would have feen much ereater-caufe to rejoice at the erection of this - 


fecond temple, had they known or confidered that it was hereafter to 
be digniticd with the prefence of the Mefiiah. 
GinweraLt REFLECTIONS on Chap. ITI, 


To this chapter we fee the piety with which the Jews were then animated, * 
and thee their captivity in Babylon had rendered them more gealous; 
for God: fo likewife fhould we be attuated by the fame zeal, in 2h 
Jabouriny above all things for the edification of the church; and our! 
greateit joy thuald arife from fecing the kingdom of God citabtifhed ; 

: 


and couiamed, 


Ko, 33. 





before their eyes, wept with a loud voice; 
fhouted aloud for joy: 

13 So that the people could not difcern the noife of 
the fhout of joy from the noife of the weeping of the 
people: for the people fhouted witha loud fhout, and 
the noife was heard afar off. 

CHAP. IV. ; 
I The adverfaries of the Fews offering to foin in building 
the temple, and being rejeCted, endeavour to hinder the 
work. 7 They write to Artaxerxes. 11 The copy of 
their letter. 17 The anfwer of Artaxerxes, and his de~ 
cree to ftop the progre/s of the work, 23 The building 
1s fufpended for a time. 

Ni when the adverfaries of Judah and Benja- 
min heard that the children of the captivity 

builded the temple unto the Lorp God of Ifrael; 

2 Then they came to Zerubbabel, and to the chief 
of the fathers, and faid unto them, Let us build with 
‘you: for we feek your God, as ye do; and we do fa- 


crifice unto him fince the days of Efar-haddon king of 


Affar, which brought us up hither. 

3 But Zerubbabel, and Jefhua, and the reft of the 
chief of the fathers of Hracl, faid unto them, Ye have 
nothing todo with us to build an houfe unto our God; 
but we ourfelves together will build unto the Lorp 
God of Ifrael, as king Cyrus the king of Perfia hath 
commanded us. 

4. Then the people of the land weakencd the hands 
of the people of Judah, and troubled them in building, 

5 And hired counfellors againft them, to fruftrate 


| their purpofe, all the days of Cyrus king of Perfia, 


even until the reign of Darius king of Perfia, 

6 And in the reign of Ahafuerus, in the beginning 
of his reign, wrote they wato dim an accufation againft 
the inhabitants of Judah and Jerufalem. 

7 9 And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bifblam, 
Mithredath, Tabeel, and the reft of their companions, 
unco Ataxerxes king of Perfia; and the writing of the 
letter was written in the Syrian tongue, and interpret- 
ed in the Syrian tongue. 

8 Rehum the chancellor and Shimfhai the fcribe 
wrote a letter againft Jerufalem to Artaxerxes the king 
in this fort: 

9 Then wrofe Rehum the chancellor, and Shinafhai 
the fcribe, and the reft of their companions; the Di- 
naites, the Apharfathchites, the Tarpelites, and Ap har- 
fites, the Archevites, the Babylonians, the Sufanchites, 
the Dehavites, avd the Elamites, 

109 And the reit of the nations whom the great and 
noble Afnapper brought over, and fet in the cities of 
Samaria, and the rett that are on this fide the river, and 
at fuch atime. 

11 Q This is the copy of the letter that they fent 
unto him, even unto Artaxerxes the king; Thy fervants 
the men on this fide the river, and at fuch a time. 

12 Be 
LT, 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, XII 


1 The adverfaries of Fudah and Benjamin, &c.] The Samaritans ; the 
pofterity of that mixed multitude whom Salmanatier king of Affyria fent 
from Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, Sepharvaim, and other provinces, to in. 
*habit thofe parts out of which he had carried the ten Ifraelitifh tribes, 

3 We ourfelaes together will build unto the Lard God of Lfxacl, &c.} Dhe 
two reafons why they rejected the requeft of the Samaritans, were, be. 
canfe they were not of the fame people, and alfo becaufe Cy rus’s licence 
to build the temple was granted to,the Jews only. 

4 Weakened the hands of the peaple of Fudcb, &c.] By threatenings, 
falfe reports, and other deceitful and unjaft means, they endeavoured to 
difgourage them in their vadertakings. ; : . 

6 dbafuerus, &c.] This was not tie prince mentioned in the book of 


|, Ether: many think, that, after Cyrus, this was Nomen Gentiolitium 


{as they call it), the name of all their kings, as Pharaoh was of all che 
ki f Egypt. . ; : : 

a Diaeien Uae Apkarfathcbites, &c.] Thefe nine nations came out of 
Affyria, Perfia, Media, Sufiana, and other provinces of that vaft em- 
pire. 
o Afnapper, &c.J 
to condu@ and bring t 
athefe countries, 


5M 


Probably fome principal commander, intrufted 
hem over the Euphrates, and fee them fertled in 


-. 
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CHAP. IV. The enemies of the Fews hinder the building. 
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The letter fent to Artaxerxes, and his anfwer. EZRA. The budding fufpended, and again fet formar t. 


12 Be it known unto the king, that the Jews which 
came up from thee to us are come unto Jerufalem, 
building the rebellious and the bad city, and have fet 
up the walls thereof, and joined the foundations. 

13 Be it known now unto the king, that, if this city 
be builded, and the walls fet up again, then will they 
not pay toll, tribute, and cuftom, and /o thou fhalt cn- 
damage the revenue of the kings. 

14 Now becaufe we have maintenance from the hing’s 
palace, and it was not meet for us to fee the king’s dif- 
honour, therefore have we fent and certified the king; 

15 That fearch may be made in the book of the re. 
cords of thy fathers: fo fhalt thou find in the book of 
thé records, and know that this city is a rebellious city, 
and hurtful unto kings and provinces, and that they 
have moved fedition within the fame of old time; for 
which caufe was this city deftroyed. 

16 Wecertify the king that, if this city be builded 
again, and the walls thereot fet up, by this means thou 
. thalt have no portion on this fide the river. 

17 GU Then {ent the king an anfwer unto Rehum the 
chancellor, and ¢o Shimfhai the fcribe, and ¢o the reft 
of theircompanions that dwell in Samaria, and uate the 
reft beyond the river, Peace, and at fuch a time. 

18 The letter which ye fent unto us hath been plain- 
ly read before me. 

1g And I commanded, and fearch hath been made, 
and it is found that this city of old time hath made in- 
furrection againg kings, and ¢hat rebellion and fedition 
have been made therein. 

20 There have been mighty kings alfo over Jeru- 
falem, which have ruled over all countries beyond the 
river; and toll, tribute, and cuftom, was paid unto 


Be fore 
Curi.t 
522. 


theni. 

21 Give ye now commandment to caufe thefe men 
to ceafe, and that this city be not builded, until another 
commandment fhall be given from me. 

22 Take heed now that ye fail not to do this: why 
Should damage grow to the hurt of the kings? 

23 Y Now when the copy of king Artaxerxes’ letter 
was read before Rehum, and Shimfhai the f{cribe, and 
their companions, they went up in hafte to Jerufalem 
unto the Jews, and made them to ceafe by force and 
power. 

24 Then ceafed the work of the houfe of God which 
zs at Jerufalem. So it ceafed unto the fecond year of 

- the reign of Darius king of Perfia. 


CHAP. V. 


‘1 Zerubbabel and Fefoua, incited by the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah, begin again to build in the reign of 
Darius. 3 Tatnai and Shethar-boznai are not able to 
prevent them from proceeding. 6 The copy of their 
letter to Darius concerning the building. 


HEWN the prophets, Haggai the prophet, and 

Zechariah the fon of Iddo, prophefied unto the 
Jews that were in Judah and Jerufalem in the name of 
the God of Ifrael, even unto them. 

2 Then rofe up Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, and 
Jefhua the fon of Jozadak, and began to build the 
houfe of God which gs at Jerufalem: and with them 
were the prophets of God helping them. 


14 We have maintenance from the king's palace, &c.] In the Hebrew 
it is, We are falted with the falt-of the palace; i. e. received their fa- 
lary from the king; for it feems they received theis ftipend in falt, 
from whence it received the name of a falary. 

21 Until another commandment foall be given from me.] ‘This was not 
~a law of the Medes and Perfians that could not be revoked, but only an 
edi, depending upon the will and pleafure of the king, which he might 
have reafon to alter hereafter. 


Geweraut Rerrectriowns on Chap. IV. 


We perceive, from this chapter, that the church has always had its ene- 
mies, and that the faithful are often flandered ; but that God does at 
length confound the craft and devices of the wicked; that he makes 
manifeft the innocence of his children ; and that after having tried 
them, he makes thofe become their friends, who had been their 


greateft enemies. 


i 






















3 9 At the fame time came to them Tatnai, gover- 
nor on this fide the river, and Shethar-boznai, and 
their companions, and faid thus unto them, Who hath 
commanded you tv build this houfea. andto make un 
this wall? : 

4 Then faid we unto them after this manner, What 
are the names of the men that make this building ? 

5 But the eye of their God was upen the elders of 


‘the Jews, that they could not caufe them to ceafe, till 


the matter came to Darius: and then they retuined 
anfwer by letter concerning this mater. 

6 q The copy of the letter that Tatnai, governor 
onthis fide the river, and Shethar-boznai, and his com- 
panions the Apharfachites, which were on this fide the 
river, fent unto Darius the king: 

7 They fent a letter unto him, wherein vas written 
thus; Unto Darius the king, all peace. 

8 Be it known unto the king, that we wentinto the 
provinceof Judea, to the houfe of the great God, which 
is builded with great ftonces, and timber is laid in the 
walls, and this work goeth faft on, and profpcretii in 
their hands. ; 

9 Then afked we thofe elders, and {aid unto them 
thus, Who commanded you to build this houfe, and to 
make up thefe walls? 

to We afked their names alfo, to certify thee, chat 
we might write the names of the men that were the 
chief of them. 

11 And thus they returned us anfwer, faying, We 
are the fervants of the God of heaven and earth, and 
build thehoufe that was builded thefe many ycars ago, 
which a great king of Ifracl builded and fet up. 

12 But after that our fathers had provoked the God 
of heaven unto wrath, he gave them into the hand of 
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the Chaldean, 


who deftroyed this houfe, and carried the people away 


into Babylon. 

13 But in the firft year of Cyrus the king of Ba- 
bylon the fame king Cyrus made a decree to build this 
houfe of God. ‘ 

14 And the veflels alfo of gold and filver of the 


houfe of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took out of the 


temple that was in Jerufalem, and brought them into 
the temple of Babylon, thofe did Cyrus the king take 
out of the temple of Babylon, and they were deliverca 
unto ove, whofe name was Shefhbazzar, whom he had 
made governor ; 

15 And faid unto him, Take thefe veffels, g9, carry 
them into the temple that és in Jerufalem, and let the 
houfe of God be builded in his place. 

16 Then came the fame Shefhbazzar, and laid the 
foundation of the houfe of God which 7s in Jerufalem: 
and fince that time even until nowhath it been in build- 
ing, and yef it is not finifhed. 

17 Now therefore, if 7# /eem good to the king, let 
there be fearch madcin the king’s treafure houfe, which 
zs there at Babylon, whether it be /o, that a decree was 
made of Cyrus the king to build this houfe of God at 
Jerufaiem, and let the king fend his pleafure to us 
concerning this matter. 

CHAP. YI 
1 Darius, finding the decree of Crrus, maketh a new decree 
fer 
NT 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. V. 

1 Prophefied unto the Ferus, &c.} Or rather, as the wards may he jn- 
terpreted, againit them ; for they reproved them, becaufe they did not 
build the temple. 

4 Then Said we uito them after this manner, What are the names. &e.] 
From this place the argument is drawn, that he aho weote this chapter 
was now prefent when this queftion was afked, and the anfwer made 
to it; and therefore iezra was not the acthor; for this wus in the fe- 
cond year of Darius, and he did not come to Jerufalem till the feventh 
year of Artaxerxes 

Generet Reflections on Chap. V. 


We learn from hence, that God never forfakes his church; that he 
always raifes, when he judges it necefiary, faithful minifters to la- 
bour in its edification ; and that we ought never te be difheartened 
in enterprizes that are righteous, and conforinable to the will of 


God. 





COMMENTARY 
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- eS * = es . 
The decree of Darius in favour of the Fews. CHAP. VIL. The feaft of the dedication sept with GOM- 
; y 


Before 
CHRIST 
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for the advancement of the building. 13 Tatnai and 

Shethar-boznai affifling according to the king's decree, 

the temple is finifhed.. 16 The feaft f the dedication zs 
kept, and the paffaver, with great joy. 

WEN Darius the king made a decrce, and fearch 

was made in the honfe of the rolls, where the 

treafures were laid up in Babylon. 
2 And there was found at Achmetha, in the palace 


that isin the province of the Medes, aroll, and thereits 


seas a record thus written: : 

3 In the firft year of Cyrus the king, the fame Cyrus 
the king made a deerce concerning the houle of God at 
Jerufalem, Let the houfe be builded, the place where 
they offered facrifices, and let the foundations thereof 
be firongly laid ; the height thereof threefcore cubits, 
and the breadth thereof threefcore cubits ; 

4 With three rows of great ftones, and a row of new 
timber : and let the expences be given out of the king’s 
houfe: 

5 And alfo let the gold and filver veffels of the 
houfe of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took forth out 
of the temple which 7s at Jerufalem, and brought unto 
Babylon, be reftored, and bronght again unto the tem- 
ple which és at Jerufalem, every one to his place, and 
place ¢4em in the houfe of God. 

6 Now therefore, Tatnai, governor beyond the river, 
Shethar-boznai,and your companions the A pharfachites, 
which are beyond the river, be ye far from thence : 

4 Let the work of this houfe of God alone; let the 
governor of the Jews and the elders of the Jews build 
this houfe of God in his place. 

8 Moreover I make a decree what ye fhall do to the 
elders of thefe Jews for the building of this houfe of 
God : that of the king’s goods, even of the tribute be- 
yond the river, forthwith expences be given unto thele 
men, that they be not hindered. 

9 And that which they have nced of, both young 
bullacks, and rams, and lambs, for the burnt offerings 


of the God of heaven, wheat, falt, wine, and wil, accord. | 


ing to the appointment of the priefts which are at Je- 
rufalem, let it be given them day by day without fail: 

1o That they may offer facrifices of fweet favours 
unto the God of heaven, and pray for the life of the 
king, and of his fons. 

11 Alfo I have made a decree, that whofoever fhall 
alter this word, let timber be pulled down from his 
houfe, and being fet up, let him be hanged thereon 5 
and let his houfe be made a dunghill tor this. 

12 And the God that hath caufed his name to dwell 
there deftroy all kings and people, that fhail put to their 
hand to alter azd to deftroy this houfe of God which 
is at Jerufalem. 1 Darius have made a decree ; let it 
be done with fpeed. 

139 Then Fatnai, governor on this fide the river, 
Shethar-boznai, and their companions, according to 
that which Darius the king had fent, fo they did {pee~ 
dily. 
14 And the elders of the Jews builded, and they 
protpered through the prophelying of Haggai the pro- 
phet and Zechariah the fon of Iddo. And they builded, 
and finifhed zs, according to the commandment of the 
God of [frael, and according to the commandment of 
Cyrus, and Darius, and Artaxerxes king of Perfia. 

1g And this houfe was finifhed on the third day of 
the month Adar, which was in the fixth year of the 
reign of Darius the king. 








COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. VI. 


z Achmetha, &c.] At Achmetha, aftewards called Ecbatana, the 
kings of Perfia fometimes kept their court. 

6 be ye far from thence. ] Come not near Jerufalem, to give them any 
ditturbance. 

16 The children of Ifvacl, &c.] By ** the children of Ifracl’’ are to 
be underitood, not only the two tribes of Judah and Benjamin, but 
all thofe cf the other tribes, great numbers of whom were now at Je- 


rufalem.. 








_ 


16 G And the childien of Hracl, the priefts. arid the Before 
Levites, and the reft of the children of the captizity, CRIP? 
ONS. 


kept the dedication of this houte of God with joy, 

17 And offered at the dedication of this houfe of 
God an hundred bullocks, two hundred jams, four hun- 
dred lambs; and for a fin offering fer all Hracl, twelve 
ae goats according to the number of the tribes of if 
ract. 

18 And they fet the priefts in their divifions, and 
the Levites in their courfes, for the fervice of God, 
which 7s at Jerufalem ; as it is written in the book of 
Motes. 

19 And the children of the captivity kept tke paf- 
over upon the fourteenth day of the firft month. 

20 Vor the priefts and Levites were purified together, 
allot them were pure, and killed the paffover for all 
the children of the captivity, and for their brethren the 
pricfis, and for themielves. 

at And the children of Ifrael, which were come 
again out of captivity, and all fuch as had Separated 
themfelves unto them from the filthine(s of the heathen 
of the land, to feek the Lorp God of Ifrael, did eat, 

22 And kept the feaft of unleavened bread feven 
days with joy: for the Lorp hath made them joyful 
and turned the heart of the king of Affyria unto them, 
to ftrengthen their hands in the work of the honfe ot 
God, the God of Ifrael. 


CHAP. VH. 


2 Ezra’s pedigree from Aaron: he goeth up to Ferufalem. 
11 The gracious commiffion of Artaxerxes to him. 27 
Ezra bleffeth God for this favour. 


OW after thefe things, in the reign of Artax- 
erxes king of Perfia, Ezra, the fon of Seraiah, 
the fon of Azariah, the fon of Hilkah, 

2 The fon of Shalum, the fon of Zadok, the fon of 
Ahitub, 

3 Uhe fon of Amariah, the fon of Azariah, the fon 
of Meraioth, 

The fon of Zerahiah, the fon of Uzzi 
Bikus » th , the fon of 

5 Vhe fon of Abifhua, the fon of Phinehas, the fon 
of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the chief priett : 

6 This Ezra went up from Babylon ; and he was 
a ready feribe in the law of Mofes. which the Lorp 
God of Ifrael hed given: and the king granted him all 
his requeft, according to the hand of the Lory his 
Gow upon him. 

7 And there went up fome of the children of Ifracl, 
and of the pricfts, and the Levites, and the fingers, and 
the porters, and the Nethinims, unto Jerufaleim, in the 
feventh year of Artaxerxes the king. 

8 And he cameto Jerufalem inthe fifth month, 
which was in the feventh year of the king. 

9 For upon the firit dzy of the firft monih began he 
to go upfrom Babylon, and on the firft day of the fifth 
month came he to Jerufalem, according to the good 
hand of his God upon him. 

10 For Ezra had prepared his heart to feck the law 
of the Lorn, and to do zt, and to teach in Ifracl fta- 
tutes and judgments. 

11 4 Now this zs the copy of the letter that the king 
Artaxerxes gave unto Ezra the prieft, the {cribe, even a 
fcribe of the words of the commandments of the Lorn, 
and of his fiatutes to Ifracel. : 

1g Artaxerxes, king of kings, unto Ezra the prieit, 

a {cribe 





Generac ReFcrections on Chap. VI. 


The above proceedings of an idolatrous prince fhew, that Chrifian 


princes fhould in a more efpecial manner contribute, as far as they 

are able, that God fhould be ferved as he requires ; and to confefs, 

that their happinefs depends upon his favour, and en the prayers 

which the church puts up for them. 

COMMENTARY axp NOTES ow Chap. VIL 

6 He was a ready feribr, &C.] The word here rendered ** A ready 
Scribe” fignifies one that taught God’s law, and inftruéted the peopic 
out of it, in which fenfe the word ** Scribe’’ is ufed in the New TYef- 
tament, “ As having authority, and not as the feribes.”” 





24 Tunebir, 


Artaxerxes’ gracious commiffion. 


Before a feribe of the law of the God of heaven, perfect peace, 


CHRIST 


457- 


and at-fuch a time. 

13 1 make a decree, that all they of the people of 
Ifrael, and ofhis priefts and Levites, in my realm, which 
are mincled of their own freewill to go up to Jerufalem, 
go with thee. 

14 Foraimuch as thou art fent of the king, and of 
his feven counfellors, to enquire concerning Judah and 
Jerufalem, according to the law of thy God which is 
in thine hand ; 

15 And to carry the filver and gold, which the king 
anu his counfellors have freely offered unto the God of 
Ifrael, whofe habitation zs in Jerufalem, 

16 And all the filver and gold that thou canft find 
in all the province of Babylon, with the freewill offer- 
ing of the people, and of the priefts, offering willingly 
for the honfe of their God which 7s in Jerufalem: : 

17 That thou mayeft buy fpeedily with this money 
bullocks, rams, lambs, with their meat offerings and 
their drink offerings, and offer them upon the altar of 
the houfe of your God which is in Jerufalem. 

18 And whatfoever fhall feem good to thee, and to 
thy brethren, to do with the reft of the filver and the 
gold, that do after the will of your God. 

19 The veffels alfo that are given thee for the fervice 
of the houfe of thy God, thofe deliver thou before the 
God of Jerufalem. 

20 And whatfvoever more fhall be needful for the 
houfe of thy God, whieh thou fhalt have occafion to be- 
ftow, beftow it out of the king’s treafure houfe. 

21 And I, ever I Artaxerxes the king, do makea 
decrce to all the treafuries which are beyond the river, 
that whatfoever Ezra the prieft, the fc.ibe of the law cf 
the God of heaven, fhall require of you, it be done 
ipeedily, 

22 Unto an hundred talents of filver, and to an hun- 
dred meafures of wheat, and to an hundred baths of 
wine, and to an hundre:! Saths of oil, and falt without 
prefcribing bow much. 

23 Whatfoever is commanded by the God of heaven, 
let it be diligently done for the houfe of the God of hea- 
ven: for why fhould there be wrath againft thé realm 
of the king and his fons? 

24 Alfo we certify you, that touching any of the 
pricits and Levites, fingers, porters, Nethinims, or mi- 
nifters of this houfe of God, it fhall not be lawful to 
impofe toll, tribute, or cuftgm, upon them. 

25 And thou, Ezra, after the wifdom of thy God, 
that és in thine hand, fet magiftrates and judges, which 
may judge all the people that are beyond the river, all 
fuch as know the laws of thy God; and teach ye them 
that know them not. 

26 And whofoever will not do the law of thy God, 
and the law of the king, let judgment be executed {pee- 
dily upon him, whether #t e unto death, or to banifh- 
ment, or to confifcation of goods, or to imprifonment. 

27  Blefled 4¢ the Lorp God of our fathers, which 
hath put fwch @ bing as this in the king’s heart, to 
beautify the houfe of the Lorp which zs in Jerufalem : 

28 And hath extended mercy unto me, betore the 
king, and his counfellors, and before all the king’s 
mighty princes. And I was ftrengthened as the hand 
of the Lorp my God was upon me, and J gathered to- 
gether out of Ifracl chief men to go up with me. 





24 Touching any of the prieis, &c.] The king freed the minillers of 
God from tribute, that being releafed from all other carzs, they might 
without difturbance attend on their miniftry. 

26 And the law of the king.| By ‘* The Jaw of the king” is here 
meant this decree, which was now made in favour of the Jews. 

Or 10 banifament.] The word « banifhment” fignifies, in the Chaldee, 
rooting out, and is by fome interpreted difinheriting or excommunica- 
ting from fociety. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. VIL 
From God’s appointment of Ezra for the re-eftablithment of religion, 


we may take notice, thatit is very neceflary, for the edification of 
the church, that there ithould be underitanding and faithful mi- 


EZRA. 


CHAP. VIII. 


1 The companions of Ezra, who returned with him from 
Babylon. 15 Reviewing them at Abava, and finding 
none of the Levites there, he fendeth to Iddo for mini 
Jfeers for the temple fervice, and obtaineth them. 21 A 
Saft is proclaimed in order to feek of God a profperous 
journey. 24 The holy treafures are committed to the 
cuftody of the prieftis. 31 From Abava Ezra with his 


The companions of Ezra from Babylon, 


Befere 
CHRist 
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company come fafe to Ferufalem. 33 The treaftcres are ° 


delivered by weight into the temple. 36 The king’s com - 
miffion delivered. 


Ae are now the chief of their fathers, and 
this #s the genealogy of them that went up with 
me from Babylon, in the reign of Artaxerxes the king. 

2 Of the fons of Phinehas; Gerfhom: of the fons 
of Ithamar; Daniel: of the fons of David; Hattuth. 

3 OF the fons of Shechaniah, of the fons of Pharofh; 
Zechariah : and with him were reckoned by genealogy 
of the males an hundred and fifty. 

4 Of the fons of Pahath-moab ; Efihoenai the fon of 
Zerahiah, and with him two hundred males. 

5 Of the fons of Shechaniah; the fon of Jahaziel, 
and with him three hundred males. 

6 Of the fons alfo of Adin; Ebed the fon of Jona- 
than, and with him fifty males. 

7 And of the fons of Elam; Jefhaiah the fon of 
Athaliah, and with him feventy males. 

8 And of the fons of Shephatiah ; Zebadiah the for 
of Michael, and with him fourfcore males. 

g Of the fons of Toab; Obadiah the fon of Jehiel, 
and with him two hundred and eightcen males. 

10 And of the fons of Shelomith ; the fons of Jofi- 
phiah, and with him an hundred and threefcore males. 

11 And of the fons of Bebai; Zechariah the fon of 
Bebai, and with him twenty and eight males. 

12 Andi of the fons of Azgad; Johanan the fon of 
Hakkatan, and with him an hundred and ten males. 

13 And of the laft fons of Adonikam, whofe names 
are thefe, Elipheler, Jcicl, and Shemaiah, and with 
them threefcore males. : 

14 Of the fons alfo of Bigvai; Uthai, and Zabbud, 
and with them feventy males. 

15 § AndlI gathered them together to the river that 
runneth to Ahava; and there aboce we in tents three 
days: and I viewed the people, and the priefts, and 
found there none of the fons of Levi. 

16 Then fent I for Eliezer, for Ariel, for Shemaiah, 
and for EJnmathan, and for Jayib, and tor Elnathan, and 
for Nathan, and for Zechariah, and for Mefbullam, 
chief men ; alfo for Joiarib, and for Elnathan, men of 
underflanding. 

17 And Fient them with commandment unto Iddo 
the chief at the place Cafiphia, and 1 told them what 
they fhould fay unto Iddo, and tohis brethren the Ne- 
thinims, at the place Cafiphia, that they fhould bring 
unto us minifters for the houfe of our God. 

18 And by the good hand of our God upon us they 
brought us a man of underfanding of the fons of 
Mahh, the fon of Levi, the fon of Irae]; and Shere- 
biah, wich his fons and his brethren, eighteen ; 

tg And Hathabiah, and with him Jefhaiah of the 
fons ot Merart, his brethren and their fons, twenty ; 

20 Alo of the Nethinims, whom David and the 

princes 











nifters to inftruct the people, and teach them to ferve God according 
to his mind and will, 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. VIIL 


15 J gathered them together to the river that runneth to Ahava, &c." 
To that part of tie Euphrates where the rives hava emptied irfelf into 


it. 

17 At rhe piace Cafizhia, &c.] It feems that the Levites were not 
among the ten tribes, batin Chaldea, and perhaps none of them were 
tranfported to Parthia, whvre was a city called Calpi, known to tbe 
old geographers. 7 

20 Nethinims, &c.| As the Levites were given to afift the pricfts, fo 
the Nethinims were givento afhit the Levites. 

3 azf 


zra and his company goto Ferufalem. CHAP. IX. Ezra mourneth for the intermarriages. 


Refore princes had appointed for the fervice of the Levites, 
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CHAP. IX. 


1 Ezra mourneth Jor the intermarriages of the people with 


Strangers. 5 He prayeth unto God with confeffion of fins. 


OW when thefe things were done, the princes 
came to me, faying, The people of Ifrael, and the 
priefts, and the Levites, have not feparated themfelves 
from the people of the lands, doing according to their 
abominations, even of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Jebufites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, 
the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 

2 For they have taken of their daughters for them- 
felves, and for their fons: fo that the holy feed have 
mingled themfelves with the people of ¢So/e lands: 
yea, the hand of the princes and rulers hath been chief 
in this trefpafs. 

3 And when I heard this thing, I rent my garment 
and my mantle, and plucked off the hair of my head 
and of my beard, and fat down aftonied. 

4 Then were affembled unto me every one that trem- 
bled at the words of the God of Ifrael, becaufe of the 
tranfgreffion of thofe that had been carried away ; and 
I fat aftonied until the evening facrifice. 

5] And at the evening facrifice I arofe up from my 
heavinefs; and having rent my garmentand my mantle, 
I fell upon my knees, and fpread out my hands unto 
the Lorp my God, 

6 And faid, O my God, I am afhamed and blufh to 
lift up my face to thee, my God: for our iniquities are 
increafed over our head, and our trefpai3 is grown up 
unto the heavens. 

7 Since the days of our fathers have we been ina great 
tre{pafs unto this day; and for our iniquities have we, 
our kings, and our priefts, been delivered into the 
hand of the kings of the lands, to the {word, to capti- 
vity, and to a {poil, and to confufion of face, as it is 
this day. ; 

8 And now for a little fpace grace hath been JLewed 
from the Lorp our God, to leave us a remnant to ef- 
cape, and to give us a nail in his holy place, that our 
God may lighten our eyes, and give us a little reviving 
in our bondage. ; 

9 For we were bondmen; yet our God hath not for- 
faken us in our bondage, but hath extended mercy unto 
us in the fight of the kings of Pertia, to give us a re= 
viving, to fet up the houle of our God, add to repair 
the defolations thereof, and to give us a wallin Judah 
and ja Jerufalem. 

10 And now, O our God, what fhall we fay after 
this? for we have forizken thy commandments, 

11 Which thou halt commanded by thy fervants, 
the prophets, faying, The land, unto which ye go to 
poffefs it, is an unclean land with the fiithinefs of the 
people of the lands, with their abominations, which 
have filled it from one end to another with their un- 
cleannefs. 

12 Now therefore give not your daughters unto their 
fons, neither take their daughters unto your fons, nor 
feck their peace or their wealth for ever: that ye may 
be ftrong, and eat the good of the land, and leave ## for 
an inheritance to your children for ever. 

13 And 


two hundred and twenty Nethinims: all of them were 
exprefled by name. 

21 GF Then I proclaimed a faft there, at the river of 
Ahava, that we might afflict ourfelves before our God, 
to feek of him aright way for us, and for our little 
ones, and for all our fubftance. 

22.For I was afhamed to require of the king a band 
of foldiers and horfemen to help us againft the enemy 
in the way : becaufe we had fpoken unto the king, fay- 
ing, The hand of our God és upon all them for good 
that feek him; but his power and his wrath zs againft 
all then: that forfake him. 

29 So we fafted and befought our God for this: and 
he was intreated of us. 

24 9 Then I feparated twelve of the chief of the 
priefts, Sherebiah, Hafhabiah, and ten of their brethren 
with them, 

25 And weighed unto them the filver, and the gold, 
and the veflels, evex the offering of the houfe of our 
God, which the king, and his counfellors, and his lords, 
and all Ifrael there prefent, had offered : 

26 Ieven weighed unto their hand fix hundred and 
fifty talents of filver, and filver veffels an hundred ta- 
lents, and of gold an hundred talents, 

27 Alfotwenty bafons of gold, ofa thoufand drams; 
and two veffels of fine copper, precious as gold. 

28 And I faid unto them, Ye are holy unto the 
Lorp ; the veffels are holy alfo; and the filver and the 
gold are a freewill offering unto the Lorp God of your 
fathers. . 

29 Watch ye, and keep ¢hem, until ye weigh them 
before the chief of the priefts and the Levites, and chief 
of the fathers of Ifrae], at Jerufalem, in the chambers of 
the houfe of the Lorn. 

30 So took the priefts and the Levites the weight 
of the filver, and the gold, and the veflels, to bring 
them to Jerufalem unto the houfe of our God. 

31 Y Then we departed from the river of Ahavaon 
the twelfth day of the firft month, to go unto Jerufalem: 
and the hand of our God was upon us, and he delivered 
us from the hand of the enemy, and of fuch as lay in 
wait by the way. 

32 And we came to Jerufalem, and abode there three 
days. 
ie Now on the fourth day was the filver and the 
gold and the veffels weighed in the houfe of our God by 
the hand of Meremoth the fon of Uriah the prieft ; 
and with him was Eleazar the fon of Phinelias; and 
with them was Jozabad the fon of Jefhua, and No- 
adiah the fon of Binnui, Levites; 

34 By number and by weight of every one: and all 
the weight was written at that time. 

35 Al/fo the children of thofe that had been carried 
away, which were come out of the captivity, offered 
burnt offerings unto the God of Ifrael, rwelve bullocks 
tor all Ifracl, ninety and fix rams, feventy and feven 
jambs, twelve he goats for a fin offering: all this was 
a burnt offering unto the Lorn. 

36 F And they delivered the king’s commiffions 
unto the king’s lieutenants, and to the governors on 
this fide the river: and they furthered the people, and 
the honfe of God. 











COMMENTARY axn NOTES on CHAP. IX, 

2 The hely feed have mingled themfelwes with the people of the lands, 
&c.] Not only the loweft of the people had fallen into this crime, 
but the great men, the princes and rulers, were the chief offenders, and 
(to aggravate yet more this national guilt) the priefts alfo and the Le- 
vites had given into and countenanced the tin. 

6 Onr iniguities ave increnfed over cur becds, &c.| A metaphor taken 
from water, rifing gtadually over the head of a man, and at Jaft over. 
whelming and drowning him. : 

8 and to give us a nailin his haly place, &c.} Alluding to their 
faftening their tent: to the ground with nails or pins; and therefore 
fignifies (as the margin explains) a fertled abode after a long banithment. 

9 To give us a wall in Judah and Fernfalem.] Ezra denotes here- 
by the fingular care God had for them; who being the thepherd of 

i D \frael, had gathered rogether his fcattered fheep, and brought them 

‘to his will; and which are carried on by impioring his protection and back into cheir antient fold, wherein he preferved them fafe under the 

* biefling, powerful proteétion of the king of Perfia, 
N 


No. 35. : 5 


22 J was afbamed ta require of the hing a band of feldiers, &c.] To 
have afked proteGion and defence from the king, would have looked 
us if they had diltrufted the pawer and favour of their God, of whom 
they had fpoken, and beafted, and praifed fo magnificenily. 

230 He was intreated of 73.) He gave them fome affurance that their 
petition fhould be grantrd. 

33 Ekazar the for of Phinehas, &c.) ‘The names of Eleazar and Phi- 
nehas continued throngh many generations among the prietts, on account 
of the eminence of thofe two in Aaron’s family, 


Generar RerLections on Chap. VIII. 


Ezra’s conduét, in refufing the foldiers an affitance offered him, proves 
ta us, that good men will rather trutt in God than in man; and that 
God always favcurs thote undertakings which are formed according 

15 He 


Before 
CuRIST 
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Exzra’s reformation 


Before 


CHRIST deeds 
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23 And after all that is come upon us for our evil 
and for our great trefpafs, feeing that thou our 
God haft punifhed us lefs than our iniquities deferve, 
and haft given us /uch deliverance as this ; 

14 Should we again break thy commandments, and 
join in affinity with the people of thefe abominations? 
wouldeft not thou be angry with us till thou hadft con- 
fumed ws, fothat there /bou/d benoremnant norefcaping? 

15 © Lorn God of Ifrael, thou art righteous: for 
we remain yet efcaped, as if 7s this day: behold, we 
are before thee in our trefpaffes: for we cannot ftand 
before thee becaufe of this. 


CHAP. &. 


1 Shechaniah encourageth Ezra to reform the abufe of the 
frange marriages. 6 Ezra by proclamation affembleth 


the people. y The people at the exhortation of Exra 
ini. amendment. 15 The bufinefs is carried into 
execution. 18 The names of thofe who had married 


Strange Wives. 
N OW when Ezra had prayed, and when he had 
confeffed, weeping and cafting himfelf down be- 
fore the houfe of God, there aflembled unto him out 
of Ifrael a very great congregation of men and women 
and children: for the people wept very fore. 

2 And Shechaniah the fon of Jehiel, ove of the fons 
of Elam, anfwered and faid unto Ezra, We have tref- 
pafled againft our God, and have taken ftrange wives of 
the people of the land: yet now there is hope in Lrael 
concerning this ching. 

3 Now therefore let us make a covenant with our 
God to’ put away all the wives, and fuch as are born of 
them, according to the counfel of my lord, and of thofe 
that tremble at the commandment of our God; and let 
it be done according to the law, 

4 Arife; for this matter belongeth unto thee: we 
alfo wi/l be with thee: be of good courage, and do ?t. 

s Then arofe Ezra, and made the chief pricfts, the 
Levites, and all Ifrael, to {wear that they fhould do ac-~ 
cording to this word. And they fware. 

6 & Vhen Ezra rofe up from before the houfe of 
God, and went into the chamber of Johanan the fon of 
Eliafhib: and when he came thither, he did cat no 
bread, nor drink water: for he mourned becaufe of the 
tran{greffion of them that had been carried away. 

7 And they made proclamation throughout Judah 
and Jerufalem unto all the children of the captivity, 
that they fhould gather themfelves together unto Jc- 
rufalem 5 


8 And that whofoever would not come within three . 


days, according to the counfel of the princes and the 
elders, ail his fubftance fhould be forfeited, and himfelf 
feparated from the congregation of thofe that had been 
carried away. 

9 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin ga~ 
thered them{elves together unto Jerufalem within three 
days. ltqwas the ninth month, and the twentienth day of 
the month ; and all the people fat in the ftreet of rhe 
houfe of God, trembling becaufe of t4is matter, and for 
the great rain. 

10 And Ezra the prieft ftood up, and faid unto them, 
Ye have tranigrefled, and have taken {trange- wives, to 
increafe the trefpafs of Ifrael. 

11 Now therefore make confeffion unto the Lorn 
God of your fathers, and do his pleafure: and feparate 


ee ey 

15 We cannot fland before thee becaufeof this.] As we cannot deny it, 
fo we will not defend it, but yield up ourfelves to bear the punifiment 
to which thou wilt condemn us. By this conclufion he would alarm 
and terrify them into a reformation ; and accordingly we find, in the 
next chapter, that it had this good effect. 


Generaut Rerrecrions on Chap. IX. 


‘We are hence taught, in all the evils we fuffer. to give giury to God, 
and acknowledge the righteoufnefs of his judgments; and that the 
means to obtain the return of God’s grace, and the remiflion of our 
fins, is, not to turn again to folly ; but to forfuke iniquity, and feck 


the Lord. 


EZRA. 






"A eee 


yourfelves from the people of the land, and from the 
firange wives. 

12 Then all the congregation anfwered and faid with 
aloud voice, As thou haft faid, fo mutt we do. 

13 But the people are many, and it 7s a time of 
much rain, and we are notable to ftand without, neither 
is this a work of one day or two: for we are many that 
have tranfgreffed in this thing. ‘ 

14 Let now our rulers cf all the congregation ftand, 
and let all them which have taken ftrange wives in our 
cities come at appointed times, and with them the 
elders of every city, and the judges thereof, until the 
fierce wrath of our God for this matter be turned 
from us. : 

15 4 Only Jonathan the fon of Afahel and Jahaziah 
the fon of Tikvah were employed about this matter - 
and Me(fhullam and Shabbethai the Levite helped them. 
16 And the children of the captivity did fo. And 
Ezra the prieft, with certain chief of the fathers, after 
the houfe of their fathers, and all of them by their 
names, were feparated, and fat down in the firit day of 
the tenth month to examine the matter. 

t7 And they made an endl with all the men that had 
taken ftrange wives by the firft day of the firlt month. 

18 q And among the fons of the priefis that were 
found that hacl taken flrange wives: namely, of the fons 
of Jefhua the fon of Jozadak, and his brethren ; Maa- 
felah, and Eliezer, and Jarib, and Gedaliah. 

19 And they gave their hands that they would put 
away their wives; and being guilty, they offered ara 
of the flock for their trefpais. 

20 Andof the fons of Immer; Hanani, and Zebadiah. 

21 And of the fons of Harim; Maafeiah, and Eli- 


jah, and Shemaiah, and Jechiel, and Uzziah. 


22 And of the fons of Pafhur; Elienai, Maafciah, 
Ifhmael, Nethancel, Jozabad, and Elafah. . 

22 Alfo of the Levites; Jozabad, and Shimei, and 
Kelaiah, (che fame 7s Kelita,) Pethahiah, Judah, and 
Eliezer. 

24 Of the fingers alfo; Eliafhib : and of the porters; 
Shallum, and Telem, and Uri. 

25 Moreover of Hirael: of the fons of Parofh; Ra- 
miah, and Jeziah, and Malchiah, and Miamin, and 
Eleazar, and Malchijah, and Benaiah. 

.26 Andof the fonsof Elam; Mattaniah, Zechariah, 
and Jehiel, and Abdi, and Jeremoth, and Etiah. 

27 And of the jons of Zattu; Elioenai, Eliahhib, 
Mattaniah, and Jeremoth, and Zabad, and Aziza. 

28 Of the fons alfo of Bebai: Jchohanan, Hananiah, 
Zabbai, and Athlai. 

29 And of the fens of Bani; Mefhullam, Malluch, 
and Adaiah, Jafhub, and Sheal, and Ramorh. 

30 And the fons of Pahath-moab: Adna, and 


~Chelal, Benaiah, Maafciah, Mattaniah, Bezaleel, and 


Binnui, and Manafleh. 

31 And of the fons of Harim; Eliezer, Ihijah, 
Malchiah, Shemaiah, Shimeon, 

32 Benjamin, Mailuch, aud Shemariah. 

33 OF the fons of Hafhum ; Mattenai, Mattathah, 
Zabad, Eliphelet, Jeremai, Manafich, and Shimei. 

34 OF the fons of Bani; Maadai, Amram, and Uel, 

3§ Benatah, Bedeiah, Chelluh, 

36 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliafhib, 

37:Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaafau, | — 

38 And Bani, and Binnui, Shimei, 

39 And 
—— 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X, 

3 dad fuch as are born of them, &c.J As they were unlawfully born, 
and were educated in dnpeci arian, and might corrupt other children, 1¢ 
was proper they fhould fhare the lot of their mothers. 

8 All bis fubfance foould be forfeited, Sec.] In the Hebrew itis, de- 
voted; which fignifes, that bis goods were to be fo forfeited as to become 
facred to God, and fo incapable to be reftored to the former owner, being 
put into the treafury of God’s houfe. 

14. The elders of every city, and the judges thereof, &c.4 "The beft ac- 
count that interpreters give of thefe, is, that by <* elders’ are meant 
the fupreme fenate in every city, who judged in all civil caufes; and by 
s* judges” (as diftinét from the other) are meant judges of an inferior 


bench, by whom all money-matters were tried. 
44 dil 


of Strange INAV) 3¢ 


ee gee 
Core 
Before 
Cukist 
457s 


456 








The 


Befor 
CERIST 


456 





Before 
CHRIST 


440. 


8 a 


ot the men 


Mii OS 
39 Ani Snelemiah, and Nathan, and Adaiah, 
4o Mochnadebai, Shafhai, Sharai, 

t Azareel, and Shelemiah, Shemariah, 
42 Shallum. ‘mariah, and Jofeph. 





44 dil thefe had taken Prange wives.| Though no great number, yet 
they feem to have been eminent perfons, who would have f{pread the 
contagion, if a ftop had not been put to it. 

Ly avhom they had children.) No mention being made of the children 
being pur away, as Shechaniah propofed, ver. 3, it may be concluded 
they were not, but were taken care of to be educated in the true reli- 
gion, and entered profelytes at a proper time. 








oa 


CHAP. I. 





43 Of the fons of Nebo; Jeiel, 

Zebina, Jadau, and Joel, Benaiah. 

44 All thefe had taken ftrange wives: and /fome.of 
them had wives by whom they had children. 

A pS 
Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. xX. 

By this chapter we may fee, that marriages and alliances with idolaters 

are difpleafing to God, and ought,not to be permitted, though the Jaw 


_ Of putting away idolatrous or unbelieving wives is not of force under 
the Teftament, 1 Cor, vii. 12, 
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The Book of NEHEMIAH. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Nehemiah was advanced in Babylon to bé cup-bearer to the king of Perfia, from whom he obtained leave to return to 


Judea for twelve years, in or ter to rebuild the city of Ferufalem. 


He here continues the hiffory of Exra, from the 


twentieth year of Artaxerxes to the reign of Darius Nothus; in all, about forty years. 


> ~ 


CHAP. I. 


1 Nehemiah, informed by Hanani concerning the affiicied 
fiate of Ferufalem, mourneth, fafteth, and prayeth: 5 
His prayer. , 

“HE words of Nehemiah the fon of Hachaliah. 

And it came to pafs in the month Chifleu, in 
the twentieth year, as 1 was in Shufhan the 
palace, 

2 That Hanani, one of my brethren, came, he and 
certain men of Jucah; and I afked them concerning 
‘the Jews that had efeaped, which were left of the cap- 
tivity, and concerning Jerufalem. 

And they faid unto me, The remnant that are left 
of the captivity there in the province are in great 
aflliction and reproach: the wall of Jerufalem alfo zs 
oroken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire. 

4 And it came to pafs, when I heard thefe wordcls, 
that 1 fat down and wept, and mourned certain days, 
and fafted, and prayed before the God of heaven, 

5 4 And faid, I befeech thee, O Lorp God of hea- 
ven, the great and terrible God, that keepeth covenant 
and mercy for them that love him and obferve his 
commandments : 

6 Let thine earnow beattentive, and thineeyes open, 
that thou mayeft hear the prayer of thy fervant, which 
I pray before thee now, day and night, for the children 
of lfrael thy fervants, and confefs the fins of the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, which we have finned againft thee: both 
I and my father’s honfe have finned. 

7 We have dealt very corruptly againft thee, and 
have not kept the commandments, nor the ftatutes, 
nor the judgments, which thou commandedft thy fer- 
vant Motes. 

& Remember, I befeech thee, the word that thou 
commandedit thy fervant Mofes, faying, Jf ye tranf- 
grefs. I will {catter you abroad among the nations: 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. 1 


1 The month Chiflen.) Which contained part of November and part 
of December, and was their ninth month. 

In Shufhan the palace.| This was in the region of Elymais, where the 
Perfian kings kept their court in winter; and from its pleafant and 
beautiful firuation, was called by the heathens Sufa, which fignifies a 
lily ; which flower grew in abundance in that country. 

2 Came, &c.] From Jerafalem to Shufhan. 

ri J qwas the king's cupharer.] This was a place of great honour 
and advantage in the Perfian court: that it was very profitable, feems 
evideut by Nehemiah’s acquiring thofe immenfe riches which enabled 
him for fo many years (fee chap. v. 14.) out of his own private purfe 
only, to live in his government with all that {plendor and expence, 
without burdening the pzople at all for it. 

I 








————— 


9 But 7fyeturn unto mie, arid kecp riy command- 
ments, and do them; though there were of you caft out 
unto the uttermoit part of the heaven, ye¢ will I gather 
them from thence, ard will bring them unto the place 
that I have chofen to fet my name there. 

to Now thefe are thy fervants and thy people, whom 
thou haft redeemed by thy great power, and by thy 
ftrong hand. 

11 O Lorn, I befeech thee, let now thine ear be 
attentive to theprayerof thy fervant, andto the prayer 
of thy fervants, who defire to fear thy name: and prof- 
per, I pray thee, thy fervant this day, and grant him 
mercy in the fight of this man. For I was the king’s 


cupbearear. 

CHAP. I. 

1 Artaxerxes, underftanding the caufe of Nebemiah’s fad- 
nefs, fendeth him with letters and a commiffion to build 
the wall of Ferufalem. + 9 Nehemiah delivereth the let- 
ters, and tothe grief of the enemies of the Fews cometh 
to Ferufalem. 12 He vieweth the fiate of the walls 
Jecretly by night. 17 Heencourageth the Fews to build 
in fpite of the feorn of their enemies. 

A ND it came to pafs in the month Nifan, in the 
twentieth year of Artaxerxes the king, that wine 

was before him: and I took up the wine, and gave #é 

unto the king. Now I had not been deforetime fad in 

his prefence. ; 

2 Wherefore the king faid unto me, Whyisthy coun- 
tenance fad, feeing thou art not fick ? this 7s nothing 
elfe but forrow of heart. Then I was very forc afraid, 

3 And faid unto the king, Let the kingliveforever : 
why fhould not my countenance be fad, when the city, 
the place of my fathers’ fepulchres, /eth wafte, and the 
gates thereof are confumed with fire? 

4 Then the king faid unto me, For what doft thou 
make requelt? So I prayed to the God of heaven. 

; 5 And 





GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 
Nehemiah’s great care and affiduity refpefting the divine worfhip, 
fhould teach us to be more zealoufly concerned for the church of thé 
Lord, than for any other thing ; to take part in the evils that happen 
to it, and to pray continually for its profperity. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. II. 


1 Inthe month Nifan, &c.] This contained part of March and part of 
April. In the fourmonths that had elapfed, Nehemiah might probably 
wait for a feafonable opportunity of {peaking with the king, or retire 
all this intermediate time, and {pend it in fafting and prayer. 

4 Sol prayed to the God of heaven.) In his mind he filently befeeched 
God to guide his tongue, and to incline the king's heart to grant hia 


requeft. or 





who had married flrange wives. 
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5 And I faid unto the king, If it pleafe the king, 
and if thy fervant have found favour in thy fight, that 


thou wouldeft fend me unto Judah, unto the city of 


my fathers’ fepuichres, that I may build it. ; 

6 And the king faid unto me, (the queen alfo fitting 
by him,) For how long fhall thy journey be? and when 
wilt thou return ? So it pleafed the king to fend me; 
and I fet him a time. 

7 Moreover I faid unto the king, If it pleafe the 
king, let letters be given me to the governors beyond 
the river, that they may convey me over till I come 
into Judah; , 

8 And a letter unto Afaph the keeper of the king’s 
foreft, that he may give me timber to make beams for 
the gates of the palace which appertained to the houfe, 
and for the wall of the city, and for the houfe that I 
fhall enter into. And the king granted me, according 
to the good hand of my God upon me. ; 

9 Then I came to the governors beyond the river, 
and gave them the king’s letters. Now the king had 
fent captains of the army and horfemen with me. 

1o When Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah the 
fervant, the Ammonite, heard of it, it grieved them ex- 
ceedingly that there was come a man to feek the wel- 
fare of the children of Ifrael. 

11 50 1 came to Jerufalem, and was there three days. 

12 Gf And I arofe in the night, land fome few men 
with me; neither told I exy man what my God had 
put in my heart todo at Jerufalem: neither was there 
any beaft with me, fave the beaf that I rode upon. 

13 And I went out by night by the gate of the 
valley, even before the dragon well, aud to the dung 
port, and viewed the walls of Jerufalem, which were 
broken down, and the gates thereof were coafumed 
with fire. 

14 Then I went on to the gate of the fountain, and 
to the king’s pool: but there was no place for the beaft 
that was under me to pafs. 

15 Then went I up in the night by the brook, and 
viewed the wall, and turned back, and entered by the 
gate of the valley, and /o returned. 

16 And therulers knew not whither I went, or wha: 
Idid ; neither had I as yet told ## to the Jews, nor to 
the priefts, nor tothe nobles, nor to the rulers, nor to 
the reft that did the work. 

17 Q Then faidI unto them, Ye fee the diftrefs that 
we are in, how Jerufalem /ieth wafte, and the gatcs 
thereof are burned with fre: come, and let us build 
up the wall of Jerufalem, that we be no morea reproach. 

18 Then I told them of the hand of my God which 
was good upon me; as alfo the king’s words that he 
had {poken untome. And they faid, Let us rife up 
and build. So they ftrengthened their hands for fis 
good work, : 

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite, and Tobiah 
the fervant, the Ammonite, and Gefhem the Arabian, 
heard if, they laughed us to fcorn, and defpifed us, and 
faid, What is this thing that ye do? will ye rebelagainil 
the king? 

20 Then anfwered I them, and faid unto them, The 
God of heaven, he will profper us; therefore we his 
fervants will arife and build: but ye have no portion, 
nor right, nor memorial, in Jerufalem. : 


TA 

6 I fet him atime.} It is probable that he afked leave for a year only, 
which made him fo quiet in difpatching his bufinefs; for he finifhed 
the building of the wall in fifty-two days: fee chap. vi. 15. after which, 
it is likely, he retarned to Shufhan, and then the king fent him back 
as his governor for twelve years. 


Generat Rerrecrrons on Chap, {I, 


The conduét of Nehemiah, in this chapter, fhews us, that good men 
are more concerned for the glory of God, than their own intereft ; 
and whilft they fee that glory obftruéted, and the church under 
affliGiion, they cannot relifh any pleafure, although they fhould 

enjoy all other worldly advantages. We alfo learn, ‘that God 

* -blefles the defigns that are formed for good ends, and the welfare 
of his church; and that good men ‘fhould never be difcouraged, 
though they are oppofed by the wicked. 

: 3 


NEHEMIAH. 


CHAP. IIL 
The names and order of them that builded the wall. 


T HEN Eliafhib the high prieft rofe up with his 
brethren the priefts, and they builded the fheep 
gate; they fanctified it, and fet up the doors of it; 
even unto the tower of Meah they fanclified it, unto 
the tower of Hananeel. 

2 And next unto him builded the men of Jericho. 
And next to them builded Zaccur the fon of Imri. 


3 But the fifh gate did the fons of Haffenaah build, 


who a/fo Jaid the beams thereof, and fet up the doors 
thereof, and locks thereof, and the bars thereof. 

4 And next unto them repaired Meremoth the fon 
of Urijah, the fon of Koz, And next unto them re- 
paired Mufhullam the fon of Berechiah, thefon of Me- 
thezabeel. And next unto them repaired Zadok the 
fon of Baana. 

5 And next unto them the Tekoites repaired; but 
their nobles put not their necks to the work of their 
Lord. 

6 Moreover the old gate repaired Jehoiada the fon 
of Pafeah, and Mefhullam the ion of Ketodeiah ; they 
laid the beams thereof, and fet up the doors thereof, 
and the locks thereot, and the bars thereof. 

7 And next unto them repaired Melatiah the Gi- 
beonite, and Jadon the Meronotiire, the men of Gibe- 
on, and of Mizpah, unto the throne of the governor 
on this fide the river, 

8 Next unto him repaired Uzziel the fon of [Tar- 
haiah, of the golufmiths. Next unto him alto repaired 
Hananiah the fon of one of the apothecaries, and tacy 
fortified Jerufalem unto the broad wall. 

9 And next unto them repaired Rephaiah the fon of 
Hur, the ruler of the half pare of Jerufalem, 

10 And next unto them repaired Jedaiah the fon of 
Harumaph, even over againit his houle. And next 
unto him repaired Hattuth che fon of Flafhabniah. 

11 Malchijah the fon of Harim, and Hafhub the 
fon of Pahath-moab, repaired the other piece, and the 
tower of the furnaces. 

12 And next unto him repaired Shallum the fon of 
Halohefh, the ruler of the half part of Jerufatem, he 
and his daughters. 

13 The valley gate repairect anun, and the inha- 
oitants of Zanoah ; they buile it, and (et up the doors 
hereof, the locks thereof, and the bars thereof, and a 
“houfand cubits on the wall unto the dung gute. 

14 But the dung gate repaired Malchiah the fon of 
Rechab, the ruler ot part of Beth-haccerem ; he buile 
it, and fet up the doors thereof, the locks thereof, and 
the bars thereof. 

15 But the gate of the fountain repaired Shillun the 
ton of Col-hozeh, the ruler of pait of Mizpah; he 
built it, and covered it, and fet up the doors thereof, 
che locks thercof, and the bars thercof, and the wall of 
the pool of Siloah by the king’s garden, and unto the 
ftairs that go down from the city of David. 

16 After him repaired Nehemiah the fon of Azbuk, 
the ruler of the half part of Beth-zur, unto the place 
over againit the fepulchres of David, and to the pgol 
that was made, and unto the houfe of the mighty. 

17 And after him repaired the Levites, Rehuim the 

fon 








COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP.AML 


1 They builded the foecp gate, &c.) This gate was oa the fouth 
fide of the city, in that pare of the valley which tooked towagds the 
city of David and the temple; the fheep which were to be facrificed 
entered in by this gate, and therefore it is to be fuppofed that the 
priefts undertook this part of the work, as inoft proper tor them. 

3 The fy gate, &c.} This gate looked towards the fea, from 
whence fifh was wont to be hrought, and fold here. 

§ Their nobles put uot their wecks w the word ef their Lord. | They did 
not heartily engage in it; they were either proud or negligent, not 
caring whether the work was performed or nor. 

13 The valley gate, &c.] This was called the valley of Jehofhaphar. 
which Jay beeween the city and the mount of Olives, through whivh 
ran the brook Kidron, from the north to the fouth. : 

16 The henfe f the nightv.] Where the king’s guard were es 
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The walls of Ferufalem builded. 
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The enemies wroth and feof. 





CT I 
Before fon of Bani. Next unto him repaired Hathabiah, the 
CHRIST ruler of the half part of Kerlah, in his part. 
. 18 After him repaired their brethren, Bavai the fon 
of Henadad, the ruler of the half part of Keilah. 

19 And next to him repaired Ezer the fon of Jefhua, 
the ruler of Mizpah, another piece over againft the go 
ing up to the armoury at the turning of the wall. 

20 After him Baruch the fon of Zabbai earneflly 
repaired the other piece, from the turning of the wall 
unto the door of the houfe of Eliafhib the high prieft. 

21 After him repaired Meremoth the fon of Urijah 
the fon of Koz another piece, from the door of the houfe 
of Eliafhib even to the end of the houfe of Eliafhib. 

22 And after him repaired the pricfts, the men of 
the plain. 

23 After him repaired Benjamin and Hafhub over 
againit their houfe. After him repaired Azariah the 
fon of Maafeiah the fon of Ananiah by his honfe. 

24 After him repaired Binnui the fon of Henadad 
another piece, from the houfe of Azariah unto the turn- 
ing of the wall, even unto the corner. 

25 Palal the fon of Uzai, over againft the turning of 
the wall, and the tower which lieth out from the king’s 
high houfe, that was by the court of the prifon. After 
him Pedaiah the fon of Parofh. 

26 Moreover the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel, unto 
the place overagaini{t the water gate toward the caft, and 
the tower that lieth out. 

27 After them the Tekoites repaired another piece, 

_ over againft the great tower that lieth out, even unto 
the wall of Ophel. 

28 From above the horfe gate repaired the priefts, 
every one over againft his houfe. 

29 After them repaired Zadok the fon of Immer 
over againit his houfe. After him repaired alfo She- 
maiah the fon of Shechaniah, the keeper of theeatt gate. 

go After him repaired Hananiah the fon of Shele- 
miah, and Hanunthe fixth fon of Zalaph, another piece. 
After him repaired Mefhullam the fon of Berechiah 
over againft his chamber. 

gr After him repaired Malchiah the goldfmith’s fon, 
unto the place of the Nethinims, and of the merchants, 
over againit the gate Miphkad, and to the going up of 
the corner. 

32 And between the going up of the corner unto the 
fheep gate repaired the gold{miths and the merchants. 


CHAP. Iv. 

1 While the enemies are wroth, and fcoff, Nehemiah 
prayeth to God, and buildeth the wall. 7 Underfianding. 
their fecret plottings, he fetteth a watch. 13 He armeth 
the labourers, and giveth infiructions how to proceed in 
cafe of an alarm. 

UT it came to pafs, that when Sanballat heard 
that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took 
great indignation, and mocked the Jews. | : 
2 And he fpake before his brerhren and the army of 


Samaria, and faid, What do thefe feeble Jews? will 


they fortify themfelves? will they facrifice ? will they: 
make an end in a day? will they revive the ftones out 
of the heaps of the rubbifh which are burned ? : 

3 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was by him, and he 
faid, Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he 
fhal] even break down their ftone wall. 

4 Hear, O our God; for we are defpifed : and turn 
their reproach upon their own head, and give them for 
a prey in the land of captivity : 

5 And cover not their iniquity, and let not their fin 





26 The water gate, &c.] This, it is likely, was the gate at which 
thofe inferior minifters, the Nethinims, brought in water for the ufe 
of the temple. 


GeneRaLt Rerrecrions on Chap, Il. 

We may infer from hence, that if we are diligent in the difcharge of 
our duty, God will enable us to furmount all difficulties; for he 
will blefs and proteét thofe who fear him, who walk in his ways, 
and momors his fervice and the good of mankind, 

a. 36. 


CHAP Iv, 























be blotted out from before thee: for they have pro- 
voked thee to anger before the builders. 

6 So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined 
together unto the half thereof: for rhe people had a 
mind to work. 

79 Buc ic came to pafs, that when Sanballat, and 
Tobiab, and the Arabians, and the Ammonites, and 
the Afhdodites, heard that the walls of Jerufalem were 
made up, and that the breaches began to be ftopped, 
then they were very wroth, 

8 And conipired all of them together to come and 
to fight againft Jerufalem, and to hinder it. 

9 Neverthelefs we made our prayer unto our God, 
and fet a watch againit them day and night, becaufe o€ 
them. : 

to And Judah faid, The ftrength of the hearers of 
burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbiih; {> that 
we are not able to build the wall. ; 

rt And our adverfaries faid, They fhall not know, 
neither fee, till we come in the mid!t among them, and 
flay them, and caufe the work to ceafe. 

12 And it came to pafs, that when the Jews which 
dwelt by them came, they faid unto us ten times, from 
all places whence ye fhall return unto us they will be 
upon you. 

13 YJ Therefore fet I in the lower places behind the 
wall, end on the higher places, I even fet the people 
after their families with their f{words, their fpears, and 
their bows. : 

14 And I looked, and rofe up, and faid unto the 
nobles, and to the rulers, and to the reft of the people, 
Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lorn, which 
zs great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your 
fons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houfes. 

15 And it came to pats, when our enemies heard 
that it was known unto us, and God had brought their 
counfel tonought, that we returned allof us to the wall, 
every one unto his work. 

16 And it came to pafs from that timé forth, thet 
the half of my fervants wrought in the work, and the 
other halfof them held both the fpears, the thields, and 
the bows, and the habergeons; and the rulers were be- 
hind all the houfe of Judah. . 

17 They which builded on the wall, and they that 
bare burdens, with thofe that laded, every one with one 
of his hands wrought in the work, and with the other 


band held a weapon. 
’ 18 For the builders, every one had his fword girded 


.by his fide, and f builded. And he that founded the 


trumpet cas by me: 
1g And I faid unto-the nobles, and to the rulers, 


and to the reit of the people, The work 7s great and 


-large, and we are feparated upon the wall, one far from 


another. 
20 In what place therefore ye hear the found of the 


trumpet, refort ye thither unto us: our God thall fight 


for us. 
21 So we laboured in the work: and half of them 


held the fpears from the rifing of the morning till the 


tars appeared. 

22 Likewife at the fame time faid I unto the peo- 
ple, Let every one with his fervant lodge within Jeru- 
falem, that in the night they may bea guard to us, and 
labour on the day. 

23 Soneither 1, nor my brethren, nor my fervants, 
nor the men of the guard which followed me, none of 
us put offour clothes, faving that every one put them 


off for wafhing. ees 





COMMENTARY. anv NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


5 Let not their fin be blotted ont, &c.) He fpoke by the fpirit of 
prophecy, forefecing that, from their malicious and implacable fpirit 
againft God and his people, they would reject the offers of his mercy's 


and at Jaft be utterly deftroyed. 
17 And with ihe abe hand held a2 qweapon.| They were well ap- 


ointed both for building and fighting: every one-had his fword 
vicded by his fide, and fo Suilded. 
59 


GEnsrau 


Nehemiah fetteth a watch againft them. 


Before 
CLIT 
b5s 


The people complain of their debts. 


Before © 


CHRIST 
445+ 


“of what was lent every’ month, or twelve per cent. for the whole | 


CHAP. Vv. 


1 The people complain of their debts, which had compelled 
then to mortgage their lands, and fell their children 
into bondage. 6 Nehemiah rebuketh the ufurers, and 
caufeth them to fwear to make a full and free refitu- 
tion. 14 He refufeth the governor's ufual allowance, 
and keepeth up hofpitality at his own expence. 


ND there was a great cry of the people and of 

their wives againit their brethren the Jews. 

2 For there were that faid, We, our fons, and our 
daughters, are many: therefore we take up corn fur 
them, that we may eat and live. 

3 Some alfo there were that faid, We have mortgaged 
our lands, vineyards, and houfes, that we might buy 
corn becaufe of the dearth. 

4 There were alfo that faid, We have borrowed mo- 
ney for the king’s tribute ad that upon our lands and 
vineyards. ; 

Yet now our flefh 7s as the flefh of our brethren, 
ouc children as their children: and, lo, we bring into 
bondage our fons and ourdanghters tobe fervants, and 

fome_ of our daughters are brought unto bondage al- 
ready: neither 7s 7#in our power fo redeem them; for 
other men have our lands and vineyards. ° 

6 4 And I was very angry when I heard their cry 
and thefe words. 

7 Then I confulted with myfelf, and I rebuked the 
nobles, and the rulers, and faid unto them, Ye exact 
ufury, every one of his brother. And I fet a great af- 
fembly againft them. 

8 And I faid unto them, We after our ability have 
redeemed our brethren the Jews, which were fold unto 
the heathen: and will ye even fell your brethren? or 
Shall they be fold unto us? Then held they their peace, 
and found nothing to anfwer. 

9 Alfo I faid, It 7s not good that ye do: ought ye 
not co walk in the fear of our God becaufe of the re- 
proach of the heathen our enemies? 

10 I likewife, and my brethren, and my fervants, 
might exact of them money and corn: I pray you let 
us leave off this ufury. 

11 Reftore, I pray you, to them, even this day, their 
Jands, their vineyards, theirs oliveyards, and their houfes, 


alfo the hundredth gart.of the money, and of the corn,’ 


the wine, and the oil, that ye exact of them. 

12 Then faid they, We will reftore them, and will 
‘require nothing of them ;.fo will we do as thou fayeft. 
Then I called the priefts, and took an oath of them, 
that they fhould do according to this promife. 

13 Alfo I fhook my lap, and faid, So’'God fhake out 
every man from his houfe, and from his Jabour, that. 


performeth not this promife, even thus be he fhaken- 


out, and emptied. And ‘all the congrégation faid, 
Amen, and praifed the Lorp. And the people did ac-. 
cording to this promife. : 

4 4 Morcover from the time that 1 was appointed: 





Generar Rerrectrons on Chap. IV. 


From this chapter we are inftructed, that they who labour for the’ 
glory of God, muft expect the contradiction of the wicked ; that 
in all our dangers, we fhould have recourfe to the Lord, and join 
prayer to our work, ufing all lawful means to ward off the evil that 
threatens us; and that God will in the end profper the undertakings 
of thofe that truft in him, and affift them againft their enemics. i 


GOMMEN TARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. V. 


1 There auas a great cry of the pepe, &c.] The poor made 
gricvous complaints againft the rich, for taking advantage of their 
“ neceffities,’ and exacting ufury ; which reduced them to great ftraits. 
S Then held. they their peace, and fousd nothing to anfaver.) There 
was fach an exprefs Jaw of God again them (fee Dent, xxiii. 19.) 
that they had nothing to reply, therefore were filent; becaufe they 
could neither deny the fact, nor were they able to juftify it. ne 
a1 The hundredth part of the momy, &c.] ‘The hundredth part 
year. 


12 And took an oath of them, &c.}_ i.e. of the nobles and the ea 


lers; for he prevailed on them to {wear to him in the prefence of . 
; | 


3 





et 


Artaxerxes the king, that is, twelve years, I and my 


brethren have not eaten the bread of the governor. 


15 But the former governors that dad been before me 
were chargeable untothe people, and had taken of them 
bread and wine, befide forty fhekels of filver; yea, even 
their fervants bare rule over the people: but fo did not 
1, becaufe of the fear of God: 

16 Yea, alfo I continued in the work of this wall, 
neither bought we any land: and all my fervants were 
gathered thither unto the work. 

17 Moreover there were at my table an hundred and 
fifty of the Jews and rulers, befide thofe that came unto 
us from among the heathen that are about us. 

8 Now that which was prepared for me daily was 
one ox and fix choice fhecp ; alfo fowls were prepared 
for me, and once in ten days ftore of all forts of wine: 
yet for all thisrequired not I the bread of the governor, 
becaufe the bondage was heavy upon tiis people. 

19 Think upon me, my God, for good, according 
to all that | hawe done for this people. 


CHAP. VI. 

Sanhallat practifeth againft Nehemiah by infiticus at- 
tempts, § Salfe rumours, 10 and hired propuceies. 15 
The wall is finifbed to the great difmay cf the enemy. 
17 The nobles of Fudab held traiterous ratelisgence with 
Tobiah. 

OW it came to pafs, when Sanballat, and To- 

biah, and Gefhem the Arabian, and the reft of 
our enemies, heard that I had builded the wall, ana 
that there was no breach left therein ; (though at that 


- 


. time I had not fet up the doors upon the gates ;) 


2 That Sanballat and Gefhem fent unto me, faying, 
Come, let us meet together in fame one of the villages in 
the plain of Ono. But they thought to do me milchief. 

3 And I fent meffengers unto them, faying, I am da- 
ing a great work, fo that I cannot come down: why 
fhould the work ccafe, whilft l leaveir, and come down 
to you? 

4 Yet they fent unto me four times aftcr this fort; 
and f anfwcred them after the fame manner. 

5 | Then fent Sanballat his fervant unto me in like 
manner the fifth time with an open letter in his hand ; 

6 Wherein it was written, [tis reported among the hea- 
then, and Gafhmu faith z, t4aéthou and the Jews think 
to rebel: for which caufe thou buildett the wall, that 
thou mayeft be their king, according to thefe words. 

7 And thou hait alfo appointed prophets to preach of 
thee at Jerufalem, faying, There isa kingin Judah: and 
now fhallit be reported to the king according to thefe 
words. Come now therefore, and let us take counfel 
together. , ‘ 

8 Then I fent unto him, faying, There are no fuch 
things done as thou fayeft, but chou feigneft them out 
of thine own heart. 


9 For they all made us afraid, faying, Their hands 
fhall 











the priefts, whom he called in to be witnefles to it, that they would 
keep their word. 3 . ; 
13 dlfe I fesot sy lap. &c.] An external fign, predicting their 
poverty ; for, folding up the fkirts of his garment. and then fhaking 
them abroad, he reprefented how God would caft them out of their 
poffeffions, and the fruit of their labours, if they did not obferve this 
oath. 
16 Neither bought ewe any land, &c.] They would net make any 
advantage of the neceffities of others. : 


Generar Refeecrions on Chap. ¥. 

The condu@ of Nehemiah, as recorded in this chapter, affords us 
a noble example of equity, piety, and difintersitednefs, worthy 
to be imitated by all magiftratces, aad hy great and rich men; 
and this fhews how averfe we ought to be from oppreffion and in- 
jultice, fince that, in cafe of neceflity, we ought to give of our 
own, and even to depart from our right, for the glory of God and 
the good of our brethren. 

COMMENTARY axnv NOTES on CIUIAP. VI. 
6 And Gofhmi faith it, &e.] "The fame, moft probably, with Ge- 


fham, mentioned ver. i. who undertakes to prove tr. 
. 30 dfieracard 


NEHEMIAH. Sanballat praétfeth againft Nehemiah. 


to be their governor in the Jand of Judah, from the Betore 
twentieth year even unto the two and thirticth year on 
@ 


5. 


The wall of Ferufalem finifhed. 


Before fhall be weakened from the work; that it be not done. 
CHR j 


445 


Now therefore, O God, ftrengthen my hands. ? 

10 FY Afterward I came unto the houfe of Shemaiah 
the fon of Delaiah the fon of Mehctabeel, who was 
fhut up; and he faid, Let us meet together in the 
houfe of God, within the temple, and let us fhut the 
doors of the temple: forthey will come to flay thee; 
yea, in the night will they come to flay thee, 

1£ And I faid, Should fuch a man as I flee? and 
who 7s there, that, being as 1 am, would go into the 
temple to fave his life? 1 will not go in. 

12 And, lo, I perceived that God had not fent him; 
but that he pronounced this prophecy againft me: for 
Tobiah and SanbaHat had hired him. : 

13 Therefore was he hired, that I fhould be afraid, 
and do fo, and fin, and ¢hat they might have matter for 
an evil report, that they might reproach me. i, 

14 My God, think thou upon Tobiah and Sanballat 
according to thefe their works, and on the prophetefs 
Noadiah, and the refi of the prophets, that would have 
put me in fear. 

15 ¥ So the wall was finifhed in the twenty and fifth 
day of the month Elul, in fifty and two days. 

16 And it came to pafs, that when all our enemies 
heard thereof, and all the heathen that were about us 
faw thefe things, they were much caft down in their own 
eyes: for they perceived that this work was wrought 
of our God. 


i7 § Moreover in thofe days the noblés of Judah 


fent many letters unto Tobiah, and te letters of Tobiah, 
came unto them. 

18 For there were many in Judab {worn unto him. 
becaufe he was fon in law of Shechaniah the fon of 
Arah ; and his fon Johanan had taken the daughter of 
Mefhullam, the fon of Berechiah. 

19 Alfo they reported his good deeds before me, and 
uttered my words to him. dud Tobiah fent Ictters to 
put inc in fear. 


CHAP. Vil. 


I Nehemiah committeth the charge of the city to Hanani 


and Hananiah. 5 Arcgifer found of the gencalogy of them 
cobich came firft from Babylon, of ihe people, 39 of the 
priests, 43 of the Levites, 46 of the Nethinims, 57 of 
the children of Solomon's fervants, 63 of the pricfes 
which could not foew their pedigree. 66 The whole 
number with ther fubfiance. 70 Their oblations. 


N O W it came to pafs, when the wall was built, 


the fingers and the Levites were appointed, 
z That I gave my brother Fianani, and 

the ruler of the palace, charge over Jerufalem : for he 

avas a faithful man, and feared God above many. 


3 And I faid unto them, Let not the gates of Jeru- 





10 Aftesavard I came unto the baile of Shemiiah, &e.)  Shemaiah 


being called a prophet, as we Jearn from ver. 12. it is likely Nehemiah 
took him to be his friend, und therefore went to confult and advife 
with him at his own houfe. 

Let us meet together in the kaufe of God, within the temple, &c.] 
His real defign herein might be, not only to difgrace Nehemiah, 
and difhearten the people, when they faw their governor's cowardice, 
but to prepare likewife for the enemy’s affaulting and taking the 
city, when there was no leader to oppofe them. 

va dnd L faid, Shiuld Juch a man as I free. &c.) Shall T difho- 
nour God and religion, and betray the people and city of God ? 
God forbid. 

13 That I fhould be afraid, and do fo, and fin, &c.| ‘That they 
might, through their treachery, draw him to offend God, by dif- 
trufting his care of him. 

25 The wall cas fisifoed in fifty and tav2 days.) Which may 
feem incredible to thofe who do not refleét what a prodigious num- 
ber of people (who were not hired, but acted voluntarily) en- 
gaged in this work, and how full they were of zeal; arid that 
the foundation of the wall was not deftroyed by the Chaldeans, but 


that there were fome pieces of it ftanding, and only great breaches 


made in it. 

Generav Rerpietctrons on Chap. VI. : 

Tt appears here likewife, that notwithftanding the force. craft and ca- 
lumny of falfe prophets and falfe minifters, the wife, iteady, and pi- - 
ous behaviour of Nehemiah furmourted all oppofition ; and tegthes 
vs, that they who labour for the public goad, ia the fear cf God, 
fhould never be Staggered by the threats and flanders of the wicked; 


CHAP. VII. 










and I had fet up the doors, and the porters and - 


Hananiah ; 


falem be opened until the fun be hot; and while the 
ftand by, let them fhut the doors, and bar them: an 
appoint watches of the inhabitants of [erufalem, every 

one his watch, and every one ¢o be over againit his 

houfe. 

4 Now the city was large and great: but the people 
were few therein, and the houfes were not builded. 

5 @ And my God put into mine heart to gather to- 
gether the nobles, and the rulers, and the people, that 
they might be reckoned by genealogy. And I found 
a regifter of the genealogy of them which came up at 
the frft, and found written therein, 

. 6 Thefe are the children of the province, that went 
up out of the captivity, of thofe that had been carried 
away, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had 
carried away, and came again to Jerufalemi and to Ju- 
dah, every one unto his city ; 

‘7 Who came with Zerubbabel: Jefhua, Nehemi- 
ah, Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilfhan, 
Mifpereth, Bigvai, Nebum, Baanah. The number, J 
fay, of the men of the people of Ifrael was this ; 

8 The children of Parofh, two thoufand an hundred 
feventy and two. 

g The children of Shephatiah, three hundred feventy 
and two, . 

10 The children of Arah, fix hundred fifty and two. 

1t The children of Pahath-moab, of the children of 

Jefhua and Joab, two thoufand and eight hundred aid 
eighteen. 

12 The children of Elam, a thoufand two hundred 
fifty and four. ; 

13 The childten of Zattu, cight hundred forty and 
five. 

14 The children of Zaccai, feven hundred and three. 

{core. ; 

15 Thechildren of Binhut, fix hundred forty and two, 
iC The childicn of Bebai, fix hundred twenty and 
cight. 

“17 The children of Azgag, two thoufand three hun- 
dred twenty and two. 

18 The children of Adonikam, fix hundred three- 
fcore and feven. ; 

19 The children of BRigvai, two thonfand threefcore 
and feven. 

20 The children of Adin, fix hundred fifty and five. 

21 Thechildren of Ater of Hezekiah ninety and eight. 

22 The children of Hafhum, three hundred twenty 
and eight. 

22 The children of Bezai, three hundred twenty and 
four. 

24 The children of Hariph, an hundred and twelve. 

25 The children of Gibcon, ninety and five. 

26 The men of Beth-lehem, and Netophah, an 


hundred fouricore and eight. 
27 The 


and that, with the help of the Lord, who watches for them, they 

will at. length happily triumph over every diliiculty and trouble 

caft in their way. ; 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CIIAP. VIL 

2 7 gave my brither Hanani, and Hananiah the ruler of the pa- 


late, charge over Ferifalem, &c.] Hanani had given proof of his 
zeal for God and his country, in his taking s tedious journey from 
Jerufalem to Shofhan, to inform Jeremiah of the fad thie of Jerufa~ 
‘ein, and to implore his helping hahd to relieve it (fee ch. i.) And 
the teafon why Nehemiah put fuch traft'and confidence in Hana- 
niah, was, becaufe he was a man of confcience, and acted upon re- 
ligious principles, which would. keep him from thofe temptations 
to perfidioufnefs which he might probably mect with in the abfence 
of Nehemiah, and againft which a man deliitute of the fear of God 
has no defence. ; gad . i 

4 The people were few therein, &e.] At this time their. encmics 
were fo enraged to fee the walls rebuilt; and fo reftiefs in their de- 
figns to keep the city from rifing to its former fplendos, that it 
terrified many from going to Jive there, thinking themfelves fafer in 
the country, where their enemies had no pretence ro difturb them, 

6 Thefe are the children, &e.] Thefe are almoft the fame words 
which we read in Ezra ii. 1. a : ra 
_ 8 The children of Parofh, &c.] ‘Tho’ this genealogy differs, in 
fome particulars from that in Ezra it. 5. It fhould neverthelefs be 
remembered, that Nehemiah’s was taken in Judea, after the finifb- 
ing the wall in Jerufalem ; and that Ezsa’s was taken in Babylon, 


before they returned to their own land, 
GENERAL 


| The genealogies of thofe 


y Before, 
id CHRIST 


445- 


That returned from Babylon. 


NEHEMIAH. The whole number of them that returned. 


A SS SR tes 


62 Thechildren of Delaiah, the children of Tobiah, Before 


Before 27 Themen of Anathoth, an hundred twenty and 
CHRIST eiehe, 
oar 28 The men of Beth-azmaveth, forty and two. 


29 The men of Kirjath-jearim, Chephirah, and Bee- 


roth, feven hundred forty and three. 


zo The men of Ramah and ‘Gaba, fix hundred | 


twenty and one. 


“31 ‘The men of Michmas, an hundred and twenty 


and two. : 
32 The men of Bethel and Ai, an hundred twenty 


and three. 
33 The men of the other Nebo, fifty and two. 


34 The children of the other Elam, a thoufand two 


hundred fitty and four. 
3§ The children of Harim, three hundred and 


twenty. 
36 The children of Jericho, three hundred forty 


and five. . 
37 The children of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, feven 


hundred twenty and one. 


38 The children of Senaah, three thoufand nine 


hundred and thirty. 

39 J The priefts: the children of Jedaiah, of the 
houfe of Jefhua, nine hundred feventy and three. 

40 The children of Immer, a thoufand fifty and two. 

41 The children of Pafhur, a thoufand two hundred 
forty and feven. 

42 The children of Harin, a thoufand and feventeen. 

43 9 The Levites: the children of Jefhua, of Kad- 
miel, azd of thechildren of Hodevah, feventy and four. 

44 The fingers: the children of Afaph, an hundred 
forty and eight. : 

45 ‘Lhe porters: the children of Shallum, the chil- 
dren of Ater, the children of Talmon, the children of 
Akkub, the children of Hatita, the children of Shobai, 
an hundred thirty and eight. 
46 § The Nethinims: the children of Ztha, the chil- 
dren of Hafhupha, the children of Tabbaoth. 

47 The children of Keros, the children of Sia, 
the children of Padon, 

48 The children of Lebana, the children of Ha- 
gaba, the children of Shalmai, 

49 The children of Hanan, the children of Giddel, 
the children of Gahar, 

50 The children of Reaiah, the children of Rezin, 
the children of Nekodah, 

st The children of Gazzam, the children of Uzza, 
the children of Phafeah, 

52 The children of Befai, the children of Meunim, 
the children of Nephifheim, 
’ 53 The children of Bakbak, the children of Haku- 
pha, the children of Harhur, 


54 The children of Bazlith, the children of Me-— 


hida, the children of Hartha, 

55 Thechildren of Barkos, the children of Sifera, 
the children of Tamah, 

- 56 The children of Neziah, the children of Hatipha. 

57 ¥Y Thechildren of Solomon’s fervants: the chil- 
dren of Sotai, the children of Sophereth, the children 
of Perida, 

58 The children of Jaalah, the children of Darkon, 
the children of Giddel, 

59 The children of Shephatiah, the children of 
BHiatil, the children of Pochereth of Zebaim, the chil-. 
dren of Amon. 

60 All the Nethinims, and the children of Solomon’s 
fervants, were three hundred ninety and two. 

61 And thefe were they which went up elf from 
Telmelah, Telharefha, Cherub, Addon, and Immer: 
but they could not fhew their father’s houfe, nor their 
feed, whether they were of Hrael. 
ee 

Genrray Reritecrions on Chap. VII. 


Xn this chapter we have a noble example of liberality, in the con- 
tribution that Nehemiah and fome of the chief men offered volun- 
tarily forthe fervice of God, which is the more edifying, as‘the 
Jews were then in a itate of poverty, and had very few rich men 

_ among them, 










the children of Nekoda, fix hundred forty and two. 

63 | And of the priefts: the children of Habaiah, 
the children of Koz, the children of Barzillai, which 
took one of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite to 
wife, and was called after their name. 

64 Thefe fought their regifter among thofe that were 
reckoned by genealogy, but it was not found: therefore 
were they, as polleted, put from the priefthood. 

65 And the Tirfhatha faid unto them, that they 
fhould not eat of the moft holy things, till there ftood 
up a prieft with Urim and Thummim. 

66 4 The whole congregation together was forty 
and two thoufand three hundred and threefcore, 

67 Befide their manfervants, and their maidfervants, 
of whom ¢here weré feven thoufand three hundred 
thirty and feven: and they had two hundred forty and 
five'finging men and finging women. 

68 Their horfes, feven hundred thirty and fix: their 
mutes, two hundred forty and five: 

69 Thetr camels, four hundred thirty and five: fix 
thoufand feven hundred and twenty affes. 

70 ¥ And fome of the chief of the fathers, gave unto 
the work. The Tirfhatha gave to the treafure a thou- 
fand drams of gold, fifty bafons, five hundred and 
thirty priefts’ garments. 

- ”71 And fome of the thief of the fathers gave to the 
treafure of the work twenty thoufand drams of gold, 
and two thoufand and two hundred pound of filver. 

72 And that which the reft of the people gave was 
twenty thoufand drams of gold,and twothoufand pound 
of filver, and threefcore and feven priefts’ garments. 

72 So the priefts, and the Levites, and the porters, 
and the fingers, and /fome of the people, and the Nec- 
thinims, and all Ifrael dwelt in their cities : and when 
the feventh month came, the children of Ifrael were in 


their cities. 

CHAP. VIII. 

1 The religious manner in which the law was read by Ezra 
and expounded to the people. 9 Nehemiah, Ezra, and 
the Levites, comfort them. 
of the law concerning the feaft of tabernacles, 16 which 
is kept in a folemn manner. 

ND all the people gathered themfelves together 
A as one man into the fireet that was before the 
water gate; and they fpake unto Ezra the fcribe to 
bring the book of the law of Mofes, which the Lorp 


‘had commanded to Hrael. 


2 And Ezra the prieft brought the law before the 
congregation both of men and women, and all that 
could hear with underitanding, upon the firft day of 


‘tthe feventh month. 


3 And he read therein before the flreet that was be- 
fore the water gate from the morning until midday, 
before the men and the women, and thofe that coulct 
underitand ; and:the cars of all the people severe atten- 
tive unto the book of the law. 

4 And Ezra the fcribe ftood mpon a pulpit of wood, 
which they had made for the purpofe ; and befide him 
ftood Mattithiah, and Shema, and Anaiah, and Urijah, 
and Hilkiah, and Maafeiah, on his right hand ; and on 
his eft hand, Pedaiah, and Mifhael, and Malchiah, and 
Hafhum, and Hafhbadana, Zechariah, and Mefhullam. 

5 And Ezra opened the book in the fight of all the 
people ; (for he was above all the people ;) and when 
he opened it, all the people ftood up: 

6 And Ezra bleffed the Lorp, the great God. And 
all the people anfwered, Amen, Amen, with lifting up 
their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worfhip- 
ped the Lorn with ¢herr faces to the ground. 

7 Alfo 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 
1 And all the people gathered themfelves together, &c.] This was 


& the firft great feaft after the walls of Jerufalein were finifhed. 


They foake unto Exra the feribe.} ‘This undoubtedly was the fame 
Ezrq who came from Babylon in the feventh year of Artaxerxes, 
with a full commiffion to Jerufalem, to affitt Zerubbabel in the re- 
formation of the whole ftate of the Jewifh church. 

a 3 Canfed 


13 They are inftruted out- 


CHRIST 
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The feaft of tabernacles zs kept. 


Before 
CHRIST 
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7 Alfo Jefhua, and. Bani, and Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maafeiah, Kelita, Aza- 
riah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, caufed 
‘the people to underftand the.law : and the poople /teod 
in their place. 

8 So they read in the book in the law of God dif- 
tinétly, and gave the fenfe, and canfed them to under- 
ftand the reading. 

9 | And Nehemiah, which 7s the Tirfhatha, and 
Ezra the priett the fcribe, and the Levites that taught 
the people, faid unto all the people, This day 7s holy 
unto the Lorzp yourGod, mourn not, nor weep. For 
oe the people wept, when they heard the words of the | 
aw. ; 

10 Then he faid unto them, Go your way, eat the 
fat, and drink the fweet, and fend portions unto them | 
for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto | 
our Lorp: neither be ye forry ; for the joy of the Lorp 
is your ftrength. 

11 So the Levites {tilled all the people, faying, Hold 
your peace, for the day és holy ; neither be ye grieved. 

12 And all the people went their way to eat, and to 
drink, and to fend portions, and to make great mirth, 
becaufe they had underftood the words that were de- 
clared unto them. ‘ 

13 4 Andon the fecond day were gathered together 
the chief of the fathers of all the people, the priefts, and 
the Levites, unto Ezra the {cribe, even to underftand 
the words of the law. . 

14 And they found written in the law which the 
Lorp had commanded by Mofes, that the children of 
Ifracl fhould dwell in booths in the feaft of the feventh 
month: . . 

15 And that-they fhould publith and proclaim in 
all their cities, and in Jerufalem, faying, Go forth unto 
the mount, and fetch olive branches, and pine branches, 
and myrtle branches, and palm branchcs, and branches 
of thick trees, to make booths, as /t 7s written. 

16 G So the people went forth, and brought them, 
and made themfelves booths, every one upon the roof 
of ‘his-houfe, and in their courts, and in the courts of 
the houfe of God, and in the ftreet of the water gate, 
and in the ftreet of the gate of Ephraim. 

17 And all the congregation of them that were come 
again out of the captivity made booths, and fat under 
the booths: for fince the days of Jcfhua the fon of Nun 
unto that day had not the children of Ifrael done-fo. 
And there was very great gladnefs. 

18 Alfo day by day, from the firf day unto the laft 
day, he read in the book of the law of God. And they | 
kept the featt feven days; and on the cighth day wasa 
dolemn aflembly, according unto the manner. 


CHAP. Ix. | 
1 Afelemn general fafe and humiliation. 4 The Levites 
make a religious confeffion of God's manifold goodne/s, 
and of the national fins, which had occafioned the- peo- 
ple’s miferies. 
OW in the twenty and fourth day of this month 
the children of Ifrael were affembled with faft- 
ing, and with fackcloths, and earth upon them. 
2, And the feed of Ifracl feparated themlelves from 





8 Canged ther to underfland the radiug.| i. Du Pin inter- 
prets it of Ezra’s explaining the difficult places of fcripture, fo as to 
adapt them to the anderilanding of the common people : and offers 
feveral reafons to prove that the Hebrew could not be fo intirely loft, 
as fome fuppofe, ull after the.captivity. 

to This day iz holy unto our Lird, Sc.| Tt was the firft new moon 
in the year, and the feat of blowing the trumpets. Sce Lev. xxili. 24, 

17 Since the days of Fejina the jou of Nun, unto that day, bad not 
the children of Lfrael doxe fr.| The meaning is, that the joy had 
never been fo great as it was now, fince thar time, And for this 
there was a fpecial_reafon: they, rejoiced, in the. days of Jofhua. that 
they had got pofleffion of the land of Canaan; and now they rejoiced 
thar they were reftored to it, and, after a long banifhment, quietly 
fettled in ic. ; : ‘ 
GeweraL Reriectrrons on Chap. VIL 


From the curcumftance of Kzra and Nehemiuh’s comforting the pco- | 
No. 36. 4 


CHAP. Ix. 


all trangers, and ftood and confeffed their fins, and the Befor. 
CHRISTE 
















iniquities of their fathers. 

3 And they ftood up in their place, and read in the 
book of the Jaw of the Lorp their God one fourth part 
of the day ; and another fourth part they confeffed, and 
worfhipped the Lorp their God. 

4 4 Then ftood up upon the ftairs, of the Levites, 
Jefhua, and Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Shere- 
biah, Bani, avd Chenani, and cried with a loud voice 
unto the Lorp their God. 

5 Then the Levites, Jefhuah, and Kadmiel, Bani, 
Hathabniah, Sherebiah, Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pe- 
thahiah, faid, Stand up and blefs the Lorp your God 
for ever and ever: and blefled be thy glorious name, 
which. is exalted above all blefling and praife. 

6 Thou, even thou, art Lorp alone; thou haft made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their hoft, the 
earth, and all fArngs that are therein, the feas, and all 
that zs therein, and thou preferveft them all; and the 
hoft of heaven worfhippeth thee. 

7 Thou art the Lorn the God, who did choofe 
Abram, and broughtelt him forth out of Ur of the 
Chaldees, and gaveft him the name of Abraham ; 

8 And foundeft his heart faithful before thee, and 
madeft a covenant with him to give the land of the 
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, and the Periz- 
zites, and the Jebufites, and the Girgabhites, to give if, 
I fay, to his feed, and halt performed thy words; for 
thou a@ré righteous: 

g And didft fee the affliction of our fathers in Egypt, 
anc heardeft their cry by the Red fea ;" : 

10 And fhewedit figns aud wonders upon Pharaoh, 
and on all his fervants, and on all the people of his 
land: for thou kneweft that they dealt proudly againtt 
pe So didft thou get thee a name, as if 7s this 

ay. 

1r And thou didft divide the fea before them, fo. 
that they went through the midft of the fea on the dry 
land; and their perfecutors thou threwelt into the deeps, 
as a ftone into the mighty waters. 

12 Moreover thou leddeft them in the day by a cloudy 
pillar; and in the night by a pillar of fire, to give them 
light in the way wherein they fhould go. : 

13 Thou camett down alfo upon mount Sinai, and 
fpakeft with them from heaven, and gaveft them right 
judgments, and truclaws, good ftatutes and command- 
ments: 

14° And madeft known unto them thy holy fabbath, 
and commandedft them precepts, {tatutes, and laws, by 
the hand of Mofes thy fervant:' 

15 And gaveit them bread from heaven for their 
hunger, and. broughteft. forth water for them out of the 
rock for their thirft, and promifedit them that they 
fhould go in to-poffefs the land which thou hadft {worn 
to give them. 

16 But they and our fathers dealt proudly, and har- 
dened theirnecks, and htarkened not to thy command- 
ments, 

17 And refufed to obey, neither were mindful of 
thy wonders that thondidtt among them; but hardened 
their necks, and in their rebellion appointed a captain 
to returnto their bondage: but thou a7t a God ready 

to 

re SS RR LTT TS I TE Se Ta 
ple, we may obferve, that when the heart is full of godly forrow, 
ind his word makes a lively impreffion upon it, we are then in a 


condition of relithing comfort, of rejoicing in the Lord, and of 
prefenting ourfelves before him with confidence, as the Jews did 


when they celebrated the feat. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. IX, 


4 Upon the fiairs, &e.] Or, asin the margin, upon the feaffold, 
which raifed them above the pe.rple. . 

6 The hoff of heaven aesfeippeh thee.) Sometimes the ftars, and 
fometimes the angels, are called ‘© the hott of heaven.” Bur the 
latter feems to be here meant: for the other is mention<d before, 
avhen he faith. &-‘The heavens with all their hoft.” 

Thou art the Lord the Ged, &c.) Here follows a compendious 
BKiftory of the affiirs of the Hebrew nation, in this confeffion of God's 
benefits, and their ingratitude. 

5 P az And 


A folemn general faft and humiliation. 


A45- 


‘c 


The Levites confefs God's goodne/s, 3c. N 
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' thou art a gracious and merciful God. 





Before to pardon, gracious and merciful, flow to anger, and of 
CHRIST 


great kindnets, and forfookeft them not.. 
18° Yea, when they had made them a molten calf, 
and faid, This #s thy God that brought thee up out of 


Egypt, and had wrought great provocations ; 
19 Yet thou in thy manifold mei cies forfookeft them 


not in the wildernefs: the pillar of the cloud departed * 


not from them by day, to lead them in the way ; neither 
the pillar of fire by night, to thew them light, and the 
way wherein they fhould go. : 

20 Thou gaveit alfo thy good fpirit to inftrua& them, 
and withheldeft not thy manna from their mouth, and 
gaveft them water for their thirft. : 

21 Yea, forty years didft thou fwftain them in the 
wildernefs, fo that they lacked nothing; their clothes 
waxed old not, and their feet fwelled nor. 

22 Moreover thou gaveft them kingdomsand nations, 
and didft divide them into corners: fo they poffeffed 
the land of Sihon, and the land of the king of Hefhbon, 
and the land of Og king of Bafhan. 

23 Their children alfo multipliedf thou as the ftars 
of heaven, and broughteft them into the land, concerti- 
ing which thou hadft promifed to their fathers, thatthey 
fhould go in to poffefs 7. 

24 So the children went in and poffeffed the land, 
and thou fubdueft before them the inhabitants of the 
land, the Ganaanites, and gaveft them into their hands, 
with their kings, andthe people of the land, that they 
might do with them as they would. 

25 And they took ftrong cities, and a fat land, and 
poffeffed houfes full of all goods, wells digged, vine- 
yards, and oliveyards, and fruit trees in abundance: fo 
they did eat, and were filled, and became fat, and de- 
lighted themfelves in thy great goodnefs. 

26 Neverthelefs they were difobedient, and rebelled 
againft thee, and caft thy law behind their backs, and 
flew thy prophets which teftified again them to turn 
them to thee, and they wrought great provocations. 

27 Therefore thou deliveredft them into the hand of 
their enemies, who vexed them: and in the time of their 
trouble, when they cried unto thee, thou heardeft them 
from heaven; and according to thy manifold mercies 
thou gaveft them faviours, who faved them out of the 
hand of their enemies. 

28 But after they had reft, they did evil again before 
thee: therefore lefteft thou them in the hand of their 
enemies, fo that they had the dominion over them: yet 
when they returned, and cried unto thee, thou heardelt 
them from heaven; and many times didft thou deliver 
them according to thy mercies ; 

29 And teftifiedtt againft them, that thou mighteft 
bring them again unto thy law: yet they dealt proudly, 
and hearkened not unto thy commandments, but finned 
againft thy judgments, (which if a man do, he fhall 
live in them ;) and withdrew the fhoulder, and hardened 
their neck, and would not hear. 

30 Yet many years didft thou forbear them, and tef- 
tified again them by thy fpirit in thy prophets: yet 
would they not give éar: therefore gaveft thou them 
into the hand of the people of the lands. 

31 Neverthelefs for thy great mercies’ fake thou 
didit not utterly confume them, nor forfake them; for 


32 Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, 


eee 


22 And didft divide them into corners, &c.] This relates, moft 
probably, to the inhabitants of Canaan, whom the Ifraclites difpof- 
fefled, anid drove or « fcattered into corners.” 

25 And delighted themfelais ix: thy great goodue/s.| The meaning 
of thefe words is, that God had beltowed fo many _bleffings upon 
them, that they took great pleafure in the enjoyment of them, 

29 Which ¥ a man do, be Seall live in them, &c.] That is, he 
fhall bea happy man. 

36 For the land that thou kavefi unto our Sathers—behold, we are 
Servants in it.) They were not owners and proprietors of the land 
which God had given to their fathers, but labouring for their lords 
and matters, 

37 They have dominion over our bodies, &c.} Their bodies were 
liable to be prefled to ferve in the king’s wars, or in his works; and 
their cattle fubjeG to them, for the king’s ufe. 










EHEMI AH. The names of thofe that Jealed the covenant. 





and the terrible God, who keepeft covenant and mercy, Before 


let not all the trouble feem. little before thee, that hath te 


come upon us, on our kings, on our princes, and on 
our -priefts, ancl on our prophets, and on our fathers, 


and on all thy people, fince the time of the kings of 


Affyria unto this day. 

33 Howbeit thou aré juft in all that is brought upon 
us: for thou haft done right, but we have done 
wickedly :° . 

34 Neither have our kings, our princes, our priefis, 
nor our fathers, kept thy law, nor heartened unto thy 
commandments and thy teftimonies, wherewith thou 
didft teftify againft them. 

35 For they have not ferved thee in their kingdom, 
and in thy great goodnels that thou gavelt them, and 
in the largeand fat land which thou gaveft before them, 
neither turned they from their wicked works, 

36 Behold, we are fervants this day, and for the land 
that thou gaveft unto our fathers toeatthe fruit thereof 
and the good thereof, behold, we are fervants in it: 

37 And it yieldeth much increafe unto the kings 
whom thou haft fet over us becaufe of our fins: alfo 
they have dominion over our bodies, and over our cat- 
tle, at their pleafure, and we are in great diftrefs. 

38 And becaufe of all this we make a fure covenant, 
and write 7#; and our princes, Levites, and prietts, feal 
unto it. 


CHAP. X. 


1 The names of thofe that Sealed the covenant, 28 which 
the ref? of the people bound themfelves to obferve accord- 
zag to the feveral particulars enumerated. 


OW thofe that fealed were, Nehemiah, the Tir. 
N thatha, the fon of Hachaliah, and Zidkijah, 

2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 

3 Pafthur, Amariah, Malchijah, 

4 Hattufh, Shebaniah, Malluch, 

5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah, 

6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 

7 Methullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 

8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah: thefe were the priefts.: 
_.9 And the Levites: both Jefhua the fon of Azaniah, 
Binnui of the fons of Henadad, Kadmiel ; 

lo And their brethren, Shebaniah, Hodijah, Kelita, 
Pelaiah, Hanan, } 

11 Micha, Rehob, Hafhabiah, 

12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 

13 Hodijah, Bani, Beninu. 

14 The chief of the people; Parofh, Pahath-mcab, 
Elam, Zatthu, Bani, 

15 Bunni, Azead, Bebai, 

16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 

17 Ater, Hlizkijah, Azzur, 

18 Hodijah, Hathum, ‘Bezai, 

Sg Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 

20 Magpiath, Mefhullam, Hezir, 

21 Methezabeel, Zadok, Jaddua, 

22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 

23 Hofhea, Hananiah, Hafhub, 

24 Halloheth, Pileha, Shobek, 

25 Rehum, Hafhabnah, Maafeiah, 

26 And Ahijah, Hanan, Anan, 

27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah. 

28 Y And the reft of the People, the priefis, the 
Levites 


ee 


38 Our princes, Lewites, and Priefts, feal unto it.) Though it 
fignified little what fuch an untoward people promifed; yer it was 
very neceffary there fhould bea public inftrument, to convince them 
of their impiety, and that they might be publicly confounded, when 
they were proved perfidious deferters, by fhewing them, under their 
own hands, their engagements to future fidelity. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. IX, 


' We may make an wholefome application to ourfelves of all the parts 


of this excellent prayer, and thence Jearn to praife and adore 
God, acknowledge his goodnefs to us, confefs and bewail our fins 
and ingratitude, implore his afliftance, and walk humbly before 


him. 
COMMENTARY 


x 








Thé obligations of the covenant. 


Before Levites, the porters, the fingers, the Nethinims, and 
€HRIST 31] they that had feparated themfelves from the people 
445° of the Jands unto the law of God, their wives, their 
fons, and their daughters, every one having knowledge, 

and having underttanding ; 

29 They clave to ther brethren, their nobles, and 
entered into a curfe, and into an oath, to walk in God’s 
law, which was given by Mofes the fervant of God, 
and to obferve and do all the commandments of the 
Lorn our Lord, and his judgments and his ftatutes ; 

30 And that we would not give our daughters unto 
the people of the land, nor take their daughters for our 
fons: 

at And ifthe people of the land bring ware or any 
victuals on the fabbath day to fell, that we would not 
buy it of them on the fabbath, or on the holy day: and 
that we would leave the feventh year, and the exaétion 
of every debt. 

32 Alfo we made ordinances for us, to charge our- 
felves yearly with the third part of a fhekel for the 


fervice of the houfe of our God; 

33 For the fhewbread, and for the continual meat 
offering, and for the continual burnt offering, of the 
fabbaths, of the new moons, for the fet feafts, and for 
the holy ¢hings, and for the fin offerings to make an 
atonement tor Ifracl, and for all the work of the houle 
of our God. 

34 And we cait the lots among the priefts, the Le- 
vites, and the people, for the wuod offering, to bring zt 
into the houfe of our God, after the houles of our ta- 
thers, at tirnes appointed year by year, to burn upon 
the altar of the Lorp our God, as #f 7s written in the 
law: 

35 And to bring the firftfruits of our ground, and 
the firltfruits of all fruit of all trees, year by year, unto 
the houfe of the Lorn: 

36 Alfo the firftborn of our fons, and of our cattle, 
as 7/ 7s written in the law, andthe firftlings of our herds 
and of our flocks, to bring to the houle of our God, 
unto the priefts that minifter in the houfe of our God: 

_37 And that we fhould bring the firftfruits of our 
dough, and our offerings, and the fruit of all manner 
of trees, of wine and of oil unto the priefts, to the 
chambers of the houfe of our God; and the tithes of 
our ground unto the Levitcs, that the fame Levites 
might have the tithes in all the cities of our tillage. 

38 And the prieft the fon of Aaron fhall be with 
the Levites, when the Levites take tithes : and the Le-. 
vites fhall bring up the tithe of the tithes unto the 
houfe of our God, to the chambers, into the treafure 
houte. : 

39 For the children of Hfrael and the children of 
Levi fhail bring the offering of the corn, of the new 
wine, and the oil, unto the chambers, where are the 
veflels of the fanctuary, and the priefts that minifter, 
and the porters, and che fingers: and we will not for- 
dake the houte of our God. vs 

Cob AP... “XI. 

1 The rwers, together with every tenth man taken by lot, 

and thoje that offered voluntarily, dwell at Ferujalem. 

3 A catalogue of their names. 20 The refidue of the 

people dwell in other cities. 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. X. 


39 They clave to their brethren, &c.} As there were too many to 
fubdferibe. and fexi the writing, they who did not fubferibe and feal 
declared they were of the fame mind with che others who had; and 
they owned by word of mouth what the retk had fer their hands to, 
and faid, it was their a¢t and deed, as much as it was the act and 
deed of their nobJes and brethren. 

gt We aventd not buy it of them on the fabbath, &c.] As the Jews 
were at this time no more than fubjects and fervants, they could not 
hinder their heachen neighbours from bringing their wares on the 
fubbath-day into Jerafalem: they therefore refolved, and confirmed 
it with an oath, that they would buy none. However, they very 
foon broke their refolution, and vivlated their oath. 


Grnerat Rerrectrions on Chap. X. 


The covenant renewed by the Jews, fhould remind us of God’s co- 
venant, and our baptifima] engagement to him as his fervants: we 


CHAP. IX. The names of thofe who dwelt in Ferufalem. 














ND the rulers of the people dwelt at Jerufelem: Before 
the reft of the people alfo ealt lots, to bring one CHRIST 
of ten to dwell in Jerufalem the holy city, and nine *** 
parts ¢o dwell in other cities. 

2 And the people bleffed all the men, that willingly 
offered themfelves to dwell at Jerutalem. 

3 9 Now thefe are the chief of the province that 
dwelt in Jerufalem : but in the cities of Judah dwelt 
every one in his poffeflion in their cities, to wif, Urael, 
the priefis, and the Levites, and the Nethinims, and 
the children of Solomon’s fervants. 

4 And at Jerufalem dwelt certain of the chilclren of 
Judah, and of the children of Benjamin. OF the chil- 
dren of Judah; Athaiah the fon ot Uzziah, the fon of 
Zechariah, the fon of Amariah, the fon of Shephatiah, 
the fon of Mahalaleel, of the children of Perez; 

5 And Maafeiah the fon of Baruch, the fon of Col- 
hozeh, the fon of Hazaiah, the fon of Adaiah, the fon 
of Joiarib, the fon of Zechariah, the fon of Shiloni. 

6 All the fons of Perez that dwelt at Jerufalem were. 
four hundred threefcore and eight valisnt men. 

7 And thefe are the fons of Benjamin; Sallu the fon 
of Mefhullam, the fon of Jocl, the fon of Pedaiah, the 
fon of Kolaiah, the fon of Maafeiah, the fon of Ithiel, 
the fon of Jefaiah. 

8 And after him Gabbai, Sallai, nine hundred twenty 
and eight. : 

9 And Joel the fon of Zichri was their overfeer: and 
Judah the fon of Senuah was fecond over the city. 

10 OF the priefts: Jedaiah the fon of Joiarib, Jachin. 

11 Seraiah the fon of Hilkiah, the fon of Mefhullam, 
the fon of Zadok, the fon of Meraioth, the fon of Ahi- 
tub, was the ruler of the houfe of God. 

12 Aud their brethren that did the work of the houfe 
were eight hundred twenty and two: and Adaiah the 
fon of Jeroham, the fon of Pelaliah, the fon of Amzi, 
the fon ef Zechariah, the fon of Pafhur, the fon of 
Malchiah, 

13 And his brethren, chief of the fathers, two 
hundred forty and two: and Amafhai the fon of Aza- 
reel, the fon of Ahafai, the fon of Mefhillemoth, the 
fon of Immer, 

14 And their brethren, mighty men of valour, an 
hundred twenty and eight: and their overfeer was Zab- 
diel the fon of ove of the great men. 

15 Alfo of the Levites: Shemaiah the fon of Ha- 
fhub, the fon of Azrikam, the fon of Hafhabiah, the 
ton of Bunni ; 

16 And Shabbethai and Jozabad, of the chief of the 
Levites, bad the overfight of the outward bufinefs of 
the houfe of God. 

17 And Mattaniah the fon of Micha, the fon of 
Zabdi, the fon of Afaph, was the principal to begin the 
thankigiving in prayer: and Bakbukiah the fecond 
among his brethren, and Abda the fon of Shammua, 
the fon of Galal, the fon of Jeduthun. 

18 All the Levites in the holy city were two hun- 
dred fourfcore and four. ; 

19 Moreover the porters, Akkub, Talmon, and their 
brethren that kept the gates, were an hundred feventy 


and two. 
20g And 





“Should read his word, and beg his grace, that we may think upon 
his commandments, and do them; and offer to him not only ex- 
ternal, but the internal fervice of the heart. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XI. 


1 And the rulers of the people davelt at Fernjalem] The inhabi- 
tants of the neighbouring countrivs were fo reille/s in their defigns 
to keep this city from rifing to its former fplendor, that it terrified 
many of the Jews from coming to dwell there. thinking them{elves 
more fafe in the country where their encmies had no pretence to dif= 
turb them: the rulers therefore of the people feated themtelves at 
Jerufalem, inviting and encouraging others to live there. 

The reft of the people alfo caft tus, &e.) There was fill room for 
more citizens; and the city, conlidering how large.it was, being 
very empty, they confulted to make 3t populous, by compelling 
every tenth man in Judah and Benjamin to quit their prefent habi- 
tations in the counuy, and to dwell in the city; tur which end they 


caft lots. 2 
24 Was. 


The inhabitants of the cities of Fudah, 3c. NEHEMIAH. 


Before 


20 @ And the refidue of Ifrael, of the priefts, and 


CHRIST the Levites, were in all the cities of Judah, every one 
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in his inheritance. 
2t But the Nethinims dwelt in Ophel: and Ziha 

and Gifpa were over the Nethinims. 

22 The overfeer alfo of the Levites at Jerufalem was 
Uzzi the fon of Bani, the fon of Hafhabiah, the fon of 
Mattaniah, the fon of Micha. Of the fons of Afaph, 
the fingers were over the bufinefs of the houfe of God. 

23 Forét was the king’s commandment concerning 
them, that a certain portion fhould be for the fingers, 
due for every day. 

24 And Pethahiah the fon of Mefhezabeel, of the 
dijldren of Zerah the fon of Judah, was at the king's 
hand in all matters concerning the people. 

25 And for the villages, with their fields, /ome of 
the children of Judah dwelt at Kirjath-arba, and zz the 
villages thereof, and at Dibon, and in the villages 
thereof, and at Jekabzcel, and iz the villages thereof, 

26 And at Jefhua, and at Moladab, and at Beth- 
phelet, 

27 And at Hazar-fhual, and at Beer-fheba, and 77 
the villages thereof, 

28 And at Ziklag, and at Mekonah, and in the vil- 
lages thereof, 

29 And at En-rimmon, and at Zareah, and at 
Jarmuth, 

o Zanoah, Adullam, and zz their villages, at La- 
chifh, and the fields thereof, at Azekah, and zz the vil- 
lages thereof. And they dwelt from Beer-fheba unto 
the valley of Hinnom. 

31 The children alfo of Benjamin from Geba divelt 
at Michmath, andAija, and Beth-el,and 7x their villages, 

32 dud at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 

33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim, 

34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 

35 Lod, and Ono, the valley of craftfmen. 

6 And of the Levitcs were divifions in Judah, and 
in Benjamin. 

CHAP. XI. 

1 The priefis, and the Levites, which came up auth Zerub- 
babel. 10 The fucceffion of high priefis. 22 Certain 
chief Levites in the days of Nehemiah and Ezra. 27 
The folemnity of the dedication of the wall. 44 The 
offices of the priefts and Levites appointed in the temple. 


OW thefe are the priefts and the Levites that 
went up with Zerubbabel the fon of Shealticl, 
and Jefhua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra, 
Amariah, Malluch, Hattufh, 
Shechaniah, Rehum, Meremoth, 
Iddo, Ginnetho, Abijah, 
Miamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 
Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jcdaiah, 
Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. Thefe were the 
chief of the priefts and of their brethren in the days of 
Jefhua. 

8 Moreover the Levites: Jefhua, Binnui, Kadmiel, 
Sherebiah, Judah, avd Mattaniah, which was over the 
thankfgiving, he and his brethren. 

9g Alfo Bakbukiah and Unni, their brethren, were 
over againft them in the watches. 

10 @ And Jefhua begat Joiakim, Joiakim alfo begat 
Eliafhib, and Eliafhib begat Joiada, 


SANK DY 





24 Was at the king's hand, &c.| We tranfaéted the bofinefs of Ff 


the city for the king; or was appointed by the king of Perfia to re- 

ceive and anfwer all petitions from the people, or to hear all caufes 

an civil matters between the king and them. 
Generaut ReFurcrsons onChap. XI. 

We mutt obferve, that the lots here referred to were allowed to be 
under the divine direétion in importance cafes; but this by no 
means authorizes to ufe the fame means for deciding difficult 
points or queftions in our day, Ieft we be found to tempt God; 
but rather let us walk in his fear and in his ways, and Jeave events 
to the divine. Providence, who has faid, ‘- 1 wiil never Jeave you, 
nor forfake you.” 

COMMENTARY axvn NOTES on CHAP. XII. 
11 Faddve.] This is the fame perfon}] who met Alexander the 


The fuccefpon of high priefts, 
a1 And Joiada begat Jonathan, and Jonathan beat 
Jaddua. : 
1g And in the days of Joiakim were pricfts, the 
chief of the fathers: of Seraiah, Meraiah; of Jeremiah, 
Hananiah ; 

13 Of Ezra, Mefhullam; of Amariah, Jehonan; 

14 Of Melicu, Jonathan; of Shebaniah, Jofeph ; 

1g Of Harim, Adna3; of Meraiaoth, Helkai ; 

16 Of Iddo, Zechariah ; of Ginnethon, Mefhullam; 
2 17 Of Abijah, Zichri; of Miniamin ; of Moadiah, 

iltai 3 

18 Of Bilgah, Shammua; of Shemaiah, Jehonathan; 

tg And of Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jcdaiah, Uzzi ; 

20 Of Sallai, Kallai; of Amok, Eber; 

at Of Hilkiah, Hafhabiah; of Jedaiah, Nethanecl. 

22 9 The Levites in the days of Eliafhib, Joiada, 
and Johanan, and Jaddua, were recorded chief of the 
fathers: alfo the priefts, to the reign of Darius the 
Perfian. 

23 The fons of Levi, the chief of the fathers, cere 
written in the book of the chronicles, even until the 
days of Johanan the fon of Lliafhib. 

24 And the chief of the Levites : Hafhabiah, Shere- 
biah, and Jefhua the fon of Kadmiel, with their bre~ 
thren over againift them, to praife and to give thanks, 
according to the commandment of David the man of 
God, ward over againg ward. 

25 Mattaniah, and Bakkukiah, Obadiah, Mefhullani, 
Talmon, Akkub, were porters keeping the ward at the 
threfholds of the gates. 

26 Vhefe were in the days of Joiakim the fon of Je- 
fhua, the fon of Jozadak, and in the days of Nehemiah 
the governor, and of Kara the prieft, the fcribe. 

27 § And at the dedication of the wall of Jerufalem 
they fought the Levites out of alltheir places, to bring 
them to Jerufalem, to keep the dedication with glad- 
nefs, both with thankfgivings, and with finging, svith 
cymbals, pfalterics, and with harps. ee 

28 And the fons of the fingers gathered themfelves 
together, both out of the plain country round about 
Jerufalem, and from the villages of Netophathi ; 

29 Alfo from the houfe of Gilgal, and out of the 
fields of Geba and Azmavcth: for the fingers had 
builded them villages round about Jerufalem. 

30 And the priefts and the Levites purified them- 
felves, and purified the people, and the gates, and the 
wall. 

3: Then I brought up the princes of Judah upon 
the wall, and appointed two great compaures of them that 
gave thanks, whereof ove went on the right hand upon 
the wall toward the dung gate: 

32 And after them went Hofhaiah, and half of the 
princes of Judah, 

33 And Azariah, Ezra, and Mefhullam, 

34 Judah,andBenjamin, and Shemaiab, and Jeremiah, 

35 And certain of the prietis’ fons with trumpets ; 
namely, Zechariah the fon of Jonathan, the fon of She- 
maiah, the fon of Mattaniah, the fon of Michaiah, the 
fon of Zaccur, the fon of Afaph: 

6 And his brethren, Shemaiah, and Azarael, Mi- 
lalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethaneel, and Judah, Hanani, 
with the mufical in truments of David the man of Gad, 
and Ezra the fcribe before them. 

37 And at the fountain gate, which was over again 
them, 





Great, in his pontifical habir, as he came from the congucft of Tyre 
and Gaza, and procured from that monarch great privileges for the 
Jewith nation. : 

27 dt the dedication of the wall of Ferufalem, &c.] Nehemiah, 
having put all things in good order, decicixted the city a5 a place 
which God himfelf had chofen, and reftored it to him again, after it 
had been profaned by the devaftations of the heathen. 

31 J brought up the priuces of Judah upon the evall, and ap, 
exo great companits of them, &c.) He feparated the priefts, Levites. 
and princes of the people, into two companies, one of which wal'ser 
to the right hand, and the other to the left, on the top of the watis . 
the two companies met in the temple, and therz shey stood fiN ant 
completed their thankfgivings with facrifices, 

3 . 
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Tfrael | feparated from the mixed multitude. CHAP. XIII. 


Before 
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them, they went up by the ftairs of the city of David, 
at the going up of the wall, above the houfe of David, 
even unto the water gate eaftward. 

38 And the other company of them that gave thanks 
went over againit t4em, and I after them, and the half 
of the people upon the wall, from beyond the tower of 
the furnaces even unto the broad wall; 

39 And from above the gate of Ephraim, and above 
the old gate, and above the fifh gate, and the tower of 
Hananeel, and the tower of Meah, even unto the fheep 
gate: and they ftood ftill in the prifon gate. 

40 So ftood the two compames of them that gave 
thanks in the houfe of God, and I, and the half of the 
rulers with me: 

41 And the priefts; Eliakim, Maafeiah, Miniamin, 
Michaiah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with 
trumpets ; 

42 And Maafeiah, and Shemaiah, and Eleazar; and 
Uzzi, and Jebohanan, and Malchijah, and Elam, and 
Ezer. And the fingers fang loud, with Jezrahiah their 
overi{eer. 

43 Alfo that day they offered great facrifices, and 
rejoiced: for God had made them rejoice with great 
joy : the wives alfo and the children rejoiced ; fo that 
the joy of Jerufalem was heard even afar off. 

44 9 And at that time were fome appointed over 
the chambers for the treafures, for the offerings, for the 
firflfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out 
of the fields of the cities the portions of the law for 
the priefts and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the 
prieits and for the Levites that waited. 

45 And both the fingers and the porters kept the 
ward of their God, and the ward of the purification, 
according to the commandment of David, and of Solo- 
mon his fon.  ~ 3 

46 For in the days of David and Afaph of old there 
vere chief of the fingers, and fongs of praife and thankf- 
giving unto God. ; 

47 And all Ifraelin the days of Zerubbabel, and in 
the days of Nehemiah, gave the portions of the fingers 


‘and the porters, every day his portion , and they fanc- 


tified holy things unto the Levites ; and the Levites 
fanctified zhem unto the children of Aaron, 


CHAP. XIUL 


1 Upon reading the law Tfrael is feparated from the mixed 
niuttitude. 4 Eliafbib having in Nebemiah’s abfence 
prepared a chamber in the temple for Tobiah, Nehemiah 
on his retiirnis offended, and caufeth the chambers to be 
cleaufed. 10 He reformeth certain abufes concerning 
tithes, 15 the violation of the fabbath, 23 and the mar- 
riages with firange wives. 

N that day they read in the book of Mofes in the 
O audience of the people ; and therein was found 
written, that the Ammonite and the Moabite fhould 
not come into the congregation of God for ever; 

2 Becaufe they met not the children of Ifrael with 
bread and with water, but hired Balaam againft them, 
that he fhould curfe them: howbeit our God turned 
the curfe into a blefiing. 





43 The jay of Fernfalem was heard even afar of} ‘The report of it 
was {pread into far diftant countrics. 

45 The fingers and the porters kept the word of their God, &c.] The 
former fung ufually in their courfes, and praifed God, and the Jatter 
duly obferved the orders about purification. in not fuffering any un- 
clean perfon or thing to come into the houfe of Ged. 

47 Thuy fundtified holy things unto the Levites, &c.)_Thespeople fer 
apare the tenth part of their harvett for the ufe of the Levites, and the 
Levites feparated from their tithes, the tenth part of them for the pricits, 
according to the law of Mofes. 

Generat ReFrrectrrons on Chap. XII. 

We are taught, from this chapter, to render homage to the Lord, for 
all the temporal advantages we enjoy ; and to look open his protec- 
tion as the fountain of all the happinefs, and of all the fecurity, both 
of cities and ftates: we fhould honour him with our fubftance, pro- 
mote his religion and fervice, and !sbour to advance his glory. 

COMMENTARY and NOTES on CHAP. NUL 

1 On that day they read in the bork of Mics] Not immediately 
after the dedication, but fume time after Nehemiah wes returned from 
Perfia. 

No. 36. 









Nehemiah reformeth certain abufes. 


3 Now it came to pafs, when they had heard the law, Refore 
that they feparated from Lrael all the mixed multitude, ©#RST 


4 7 And before this, Eliafhib the pricft, having the 
overfight of the chamber of the houfe of our God, was 
allied unto Tobiah: 

5 And he had prepared for him a great chamber, 
where aforetime they laid the meat offerings, the frank- 
incenfe, and the veflels, and the tithes of the corn, the 
new wine, and the oil, which was commanded ¢o be 
giver to the Levites, and the fingers, and the porters ; 
and the offerings of the priefts. 

6 But in all this ¢ime was not I at Jerufalem: for in 
the two and thirtieth year of Artaxerxes king of Ba- 
bylon came I unto the king, and after certain days 
obtained I leave of the king : 

7 And I came to Jerufalem, and underftood of the 
evil that Eliafhib did for Tobiah, in preparing hima 
chamber in the courts of the houfe of God. 

8 And it grieved me fore: therefore I caft forth all 
the houthold ftuff of Tobiah out of the chamber. 

9 Then I commanded, and they cleanfed the cham- 
bers: and thither brought I again the veffels of the 
houfe of God, with the meat offering and the frank. 
incenfe. 

10 Y And I perceived that the portions of the Le- 
vites had not been given them: for the Levites and the 
Hogers, that did the work, were fled every onc to his 
field. 

11 Then contended I with the rulers, and faid, Why 
is the houfe of God forfaken? And I gathered them 
togethcr, and fet them in their place. 

12 Then brought all Judah the tithe of the corn 
and the new wine and the oil unto the creaturies. 

13 And I made treafurers over the treafurics, Shele- 
miah the prieft, and Zadok the feribe, and of the Le- 
vites, Pedaiah: and next to them was Hanan the fon 
of Zaccur, the fon of Mattaniah: for they were counted 
faithful, and their office «as to diftribute unto their 
brethren, : 

14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and 
wipe not out my good deeds that I have done for the 
houfe of my God, and for the offices thereof. 

15 YJ In thofe days faw Tin Judah /ome treading 
wine preffes on the fabbath, and bringing in fheavcs, 
and lading affes; as alfo wine, grapes, and figs, and all 
manner of burdens, which they brought into Jerufalem 
on the fabbath day: and I teftified again? them in the 
day. wherein they fold victuals. . 

16 There dwelt men of Tyre alfo therein, which 
brought fifh, and all manner of ware, and fold on the 
fabbath unto the children of Judah, and in Jerufalem. 

17 Then I contended with the nobles of Judah, and 
faid unto them, What evilthing 7s thisthat yedo, and 
profane the fabbath day ? 

18 Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God 
bring allthis evilupon us, and upon this city? yet ye 
bring more wrath upon Ifracl by profaning the fabbath, 

19 And it came to pals, that when the gates of Je- 
ruofalem began to be dark before the fabbath, I com- 
manded that the gates thould be dhut, and charged that 

they 
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Should not come into the cougregaticn of Ged, &c.] ‘This phrafe muft 
be underfleod ta mean no more than a proh:bition of mariinge ; for this 
(according to their rabbins) was the cufe of fuch prohibitions: none of 
the houfe of Mrael, of cither fex, were to eater into marziage with any 
Genules, of what nation foever, uolefs they were firft converted to theic 
religion, and become intire profelytes to it; and even in that cafe fome 
were debarred from it for ever, others only in part, and others again 
only for a limited time. 

4 Elafpib the prift, having the overfight of the chamber of the Smufe of 


f eur God} By * the overfight of the chambers of the houfe of God,” 


we may underfland the whole government of the temple, which cer- 
tainly belonged to the high prictt only. 

Jobiah.| He was an Anmonite. 

6 In all this tine cvas not [at Ferufalem, &c.] They took this bold 
flep while Nehensiah was retired to the court of Pertia. 

11 Then contended I, &c.] He expoftulated with, and reproved 


them. 
19 When the gates of Ferufalem began to be dark, &c.] Which was 


about fun-fet, the mountains about Jerufalem intercepting the ight 
there fooner than in other places. 
52 25 And 
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ESTHER. 


your daughters unto their fons, nor take their da 
ters unto your fons, or for yourfelves. 


Nehemiah reformeth certain abufes. Nehemiah reformeth certain abufes. 


Before they fhould not be opened till after the fabbath : and 
CHRIST fome of my fervants fet I at the gates, that there fhould 
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no burden be brought in on the fabbath day. 

20 So the merchants and fellers of all kind of ware 
lodged without Jerufalem once or twice. 

21 Then | teftified againft them, and faid unto them, 
Why lodge ye about the wall ? if ye do fo again, I will 
Jay hands on you. From that time forth came they 
no more on the fabbath. 

22 And Icommanded the Levites that they fhould 
cleanfe themfelves, and that they fhould come and keep 
the gates to fanctify the fabbath day. Remember me, 
O my God, concerning this alfo, and {pare me according 
to the greatncefs of thy mercy. 


23 Y In cthofe days alfo faw I Jews that had married © 


wives of Afhdod, of Ammon, aud of Moab: 

24 And theirchildren fpake half in the fpeech of 
Afhdod, and could not fpeak in the Jews’ language, 
but according to the language of each people. 

25 AndI contended with them, and curfed them, 
and {mote certain of them, and plucked off their hair, 
and made them {wear by God, /aying, Ye fhall not give 





25 -dud curfed them.] Ele denounced God’s judgments againtt 
them, 

Aud plucked off their bair, &c.| Plucking off their hair, was putting 
them to fhame, and making them appear Ike flaves. 

28 L chafed him from me.) He banifhed him from Judea. 





26 Did not Solomon king of Ifrael fin by thefe 
things? yet among many nations was there no king 
like him, who was beloved of his God, and God made 
him king over all Hrael: neverthelefs cven him did 
outlandifh women caufe to fin. 

27 Shall we then hearken unto you to do all this 


great evil, to tranfgrefs againft our God in marrying 


ftrange wives? 

28 And one of the fons of Joiada, the fon of Eliafhib 
the high pricft, wes fon in law to Sanballat the Ho- 
ronite: therefore I chafed him from me. 

zg Remember them, O my God, becaufe they have 
defiled the priefthood, and the covenant of the pricft- 
hood, and of the Levites. 

30 Thus cleanfed I them from all firangers, and ap- 
pointed the wards of the prieft and the Levites, every 
one in his bufinefs ; 

31 And for the wood offering, at times appointed, 
and for the firttfruits. Remember me, O my God, for 
good. 





Genrran Reeurerrons on Chap. XIII. 

From the fubftance of this chapter, we may collect, that if magif- 
trates employ their authority to foppref vice, promote piety, hin- 
der the profanation of the fabbath, unlawful marriages, and any 
thing contrary to the law of God and good order, God will re- 
member them for good, and preferve them in the evil day. 








The Book of ESTHER. 


———— 





———— 


TUE ARGUMENT. 


The fubjet ofthis book is the hiftory of Efther, a Fewifb captive virgin, who, fer her tranftendent beauty, was ad- 
vanced to the throne of Perfia, and by her intereft with her royal hufoand Abafuerus, Cfuppofed to be the fame uth 


Artaxerxes) procured to her countrymen a wonderful deliverance from Haman’s intended maffiucre. 
3 z 


Scene afertbe this 


book to Exra, others to Mordecai: but the more probable opinion is, that the great Synagogue ordered it io be com- 


pyed, and afterwards admitted it into the facred canon. 





co a ee ep 
CHAP. I the palace, both unto great and fmall, feven days, in Refore 
the court of the garden of the king’s palacc ; oe 
5a. 


1 Abafuerus’s royal feafis. 10 Vafhti refufeth to come, 
nuben fent for by the king. 13 The king confulteth with 
his wife men concerning this act of difobedience, and by 
the advice of Memucan putteth away Vafhti, and affert- 
eth by a decree the fovereiguty of men over their wives. 


O W it came to pafs in the days cf Ahafuerus 
(this 7s Ahafuerus which reigned, from India 
even unto Ethiopia, over an hundred and fe- 

ven and twenty provinces :) 

2 That in thole days, when the king Ahafuerus fat 
on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shufhan 
the palace, 

3 In the third year of his reign, he made a feaft 
unto all his princes and his fervants; the, power of 
Perfia and Media, the nobles and princes of the pro- 
vinces, deing before him: 

4 When he ihewed the riches of his glorious king- 
dom and the honour of his excellent majefty many 
days, evex an hundred and fourfcore days. 

5 And when thefe days were expired, the king made 
a feaft unto all the people that were prefent in Shufhan 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I. 


3 He made a feaft unto all his princes and his fervant:, &¢.] The oc- 
cafion of this is intimated in the foregoing verfe, where we read, 


& Where were white, green. and blue hangings, falt- 
ened with cords of fine linen and purple to filver 
rings, and pillars of marble: the beds were of gold and 
filver, upon a pavement of red, and biuc, and white, 
and black marble. 

7 And they gave them drink in veffels of gold, (the 
veffels being civerfe one from another,) and roval wine 
in abundance, according to the flate of the king. 

8 And the drinking sees according to the law; none 
did compel: for fo the king had appointed to all the 
officers of his horfe, that they fhould do according to 
every man’s pleafure. 

9 Alfo Vafhti the queen made a feaft for the women 
za the royal houfe which belonged to king Ahafuerus. 

10 § On the feventh day, when the heart of the 
king was merry with wine, he commanded Mchuman, 
Biztha, Uarbona, Bigtha, and Abagtha, Zethar, and 
Carcas, the feven chamberlains that ferved in the pre- 
fence of Ahafucrus the king, 

1a To bring Vuthti the queen before the king with 
the crown royal, to fhew the people and princes her 
beauty: for fhe was tair to lock on. 

. 12 But 





* When the king Ahafuerus fat on the throne of his kingdom,” i. e. 
enjoying peace and tranquility throughout his large dominions. 

6 The beds were of gold and filvcr, &c.] Vhe beds were of she 
fofteft wool, but the bediteads were itudded or overlaid with gold and 


filver. 
12 The 





“A new queen to be chofen inflead of Vafhti. CHAP. II. 


Before 


12 But the queen Vafhti refufed tocomeat the king’s 


CHRIST commandment by 4is chamberlains: therefore was the 


§2t6 


king very wroth, and his anger burned in him. 

13 ¢ Then the king faid to the wife men, which 
knew thetimes, (for fo was the king’s manner toward 
all that knew law and judgment: 

14 And the next unto him was Carfhena, Shethar, 
Admatha, Tarfhith, Meres, Marfena, avd Memucano, 
the feven princes of Perfia and Media, which faw the 
kjng’s face, and which fat the firft in the kingdom ;) 

15 What thall wedo unto the queen Vathti accord- 
ing to law, becaufe fhe hath not performed the com- 
mandment of the king Ahafuerus by the chamberlains? 

16 And Memucan anfwered before the king and the 
princes, Vafhti the queen hath not done wrong to the 
king only, but alfo to all the princes, and to all the 
people that are in all the provinces of the king 
Ahafeurus. 

17 For this deed of the queen fhall come abroad unto 
all women, fo that they fhall defpife their hufbands in 
their eyes, when it fhallbe reported, ThekingAhafuerus 
commanded Vafhti the queen to be brought in before 
him, but fhe came not. 

18 Likewife fhall the ladies of Perfia and Media fay 
this day unto all the king’s princes,-which have heard 
of the deed of the queen. Thus /hall there arife too 
much contempt and wrath. 

19 If it pleafe the king, let there go a royal com- 
mandment from him, and let it be written among the 
Jaws of the Perfians and the Medes, that it be not 
altered, That Vafhti come no more before king Aha- 
fucrus ; and let the king give her royal eftate unto ano- 
ther that is better than fhe. 

20 And when the king’s decree which he fhall make 
fhall be publifhed throughout all his empire, (for it is 
great,) all the wives fhall give to their hufbands ho- 
nour, both to great and fmall. 

21 And the faying pleafed the kine ancl the princes; 
and the king did according to the word of Memucan : 

22 For he fent letters into all the king’s provinces, 
into every province according to the writing thereof, 
and to every people after their language, that every 
man fhould bear rule in his own houfe, and that zt 
fhonld be publifhed according to the language of every 
people. 

CHAP. I. 

a By advice of his servants Abafuerus appointeth the fair 
virgins of his kingdom to be affembled in order to choofe 
outa queen. 5 Lifther brought up by Mordecai. 8 She 
is preferred bv Llecai keeper of the women before all the 
other virgins, but by Mordecai’s directions telleth not her 
kindred. 12 The manner of purification and going in 
untothe kings 15 Liber pleafeth bim, and is made 


queen. 21 Mordecai difcovereth a plot againfi the king’s . 


life, which fervice is regiftered in the chronicles of the 
hing doin. 
FER thefe things, when the wrath of king 
Ahafuerus was appeafed, he remembered Vafhti, 
anc what fhe had done, and what was decreed againit 
her. 
2 Then faid the king’s fervants that miniftered unto 





12 The gucen Vefbti rfufed to came, &c.] Which fhe might do out 
of modefly, nor pride: had not the king been heated with wine, he 
sight have thought itindecent for the queen, and unfafe for himfulf, to 
have her beauty expofed in this unufual manner. 

16 Hath not done wworsg to the king only, but alfa ta all, &e.] We de- 
clared it tobe a crime of fo dangerous a nature, that it would have a 
mifchievous influence upon the whole kingdom, if not feverely punifhed. 

1S This fal—arife te2 much cutempt and verach.}  Conem pt in the 
wives, and wrath in the hufbands. 

22 aud that it yoouid be publifad aceerdisg tr the language of cuery peo- 
ples) In the Licbrew it is, And fpeak in the language of his people. 





_Gexernat Rerrrecrronxs on Chap, L 
We learn hence, and fromthe enfuing part ef this hiftery, that the Lerd 
humbles and exalts whom he plesies, end raifs up perfons to protect 
and iabour tor the good of lus hati. 


him, Let there be fair young virgins fought for the 
king: : 
_3 And let the king appoint officers in all the pro. 
vinces of hiskingdom, that they may gather together 
all the fair young virgins unto Shufhan the palace, to 
the houfe of the women, unto the cuftody of Hegai the 
king’s chamberlain, keeper of the woinen; and let their 
things for purification be given them: 

4 And let the maiden which pleafeth the king be 
queen inftead of Vafhti. And the thing pleafed the 
king: and he did fo. - 

5 § Now in Shufhan the palace there was a certain 
Jew, whofe name wes Mordecai, the fon of Jair, the 
fon of Shimei, the fon of Kifh, a Benjamite; 

6 Who had been carried away from Jerufalem with 
the captivity which had been carried away with Jeco- 
niah king of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the kine 
of Babylon had carried away. *f 

7 And he brought up Hadaffah, that is, Efther, his 
uncle’s danghter: for fhe had neither father nor mo- 
ther, and the maid was fair and beautiful; whon: Mor- 
decai, when her father and mother were dead, took for 
his own daughter. 

8 Y So it came to pafs, when the king’s command. 
mentand hisdecree was heard, and when many maidens 
were gathered together unto Shufhan the palace, to 
the cuttody of Hegai, that Efther was brouche alfo 


‘unto the king’s houfe, to the cuttody of Lesai, keeper 


of the women. 

And the maiden pleafed him, and fhe obtained 
kindnefs of him; and he fpecdily gave her her things 
for purification, with fuch things as belonged to hers 
and feven maidens, which sere meet to be civen her, 
out of the king’s houfe: and he preferred her and her 
maids unto the beft plice of the houfe of the wamen. 

ro Efther had not ihewed her people nor her kin- 
dred: for Mordecai had charged her that the fhould 
not fhew 7t. 

11 And Mordecai walked every day before the court 
of the women’s houfe, to know how Efther did, and 
what fhould become of her. 

12 Now when every maid’s turn was come to go 
in to king Ahafuerus, after that fhe had been twelve 
months, according to the manner of the women, (for 
fo were the days of their purifications accomplifhed, fo 
wit, fix months with cil of myrrh, and fix monehs with 
fweet odours, and with ether things for the purifying of 
the ‘women ;) 

13 Then thus came every maiden unto the king 5 


Efther is crowned guecit. 





eet 


Refore 
cHRisy 
3 
519. 


whatfoever fhedefired was given her to go with her out . 


ef the houfe of the women unto the kkiny’s houte. 

14 In the evening fhe went, and on the morrow fhe 
returned into the fecond houfe of the women, to the 
cuftody of Shaafheaz, the king’s chamberlain, which 
kept the concubines: fhe came in unto the king na 
more, except the king delighted in her, and that fhe 
were called by name. 

15 I Now when the turn of Ether, the daughter of 
Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her for 
his daughter, was come to go ia unto the hing, the re- 
quired nothing but what Hegai the king's chamber- 
lain, the keeper of the women, appointed. And Either 

% obtained 


enna 








COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. il. 


2 Let there be fair young virgins, &c.] When they faw the king af- 
AiSed, and his former love for Vathu beginning to revive, they con- 
tived by d new love to blot out the remembrance of the old. 

7 be brought up adage, that is, Evher, S&c.] 'Pnis woman wasa 
Tewef., but born in Babylon, and thereiore, in analozy to that lan- 
: ‘. - os ink ae fa oe ay 
guage, they gave her the name of Hadailah, w hich tn Chaldee fignities 
amyrtle; buc her Periian name was | ther. 

10 Mordecai had charged her that phe posiuld wit foow it.) Let the thould 
be defpifed, and looked upon no better than a flave. 

12 Six monthsqvrh ail of riyrrhy and fox month: cvoith faucet adsurs, &c.] 
Thefe were ufed to make the fkin fmooth and fott, yield a fragrant 
fmel], and (according to fom) render the perfon amorous. * 

15 She reguired nithing, &¢. | She was contented with her own na- 
tural beauty, and defired nothing of art or ornament to fet her off. 

“16 Ejfter 














Haman’s refeniment againft Mordecai. 


Before 
CHRIST 


5l5- 


514. 


510. 


obtained favour in the fight of all them that looked 
upon her. 

16 So Efther was taken unto king Ahafuerus into 
his houfe royal in the tenth month, which 7s the month 
Tebeth, in the feventh year of his reign. 

17 And the king loved Eftherabove all the women, 
and fhe obtained grace and favour in his fight more 
than all the virgins; fo that he fet the royal crown upon 
her head, and made her queen inftead of Vafhti. 

18 Then the king made a great feaft unto all his 
princes and his fervants, even Efther’s feaft; and he 
madeareleafe to the provinces, and gave gifts, accord- 
ing to the ftate of the king. 

19 And when the virgins were gathered together 
the fecond time, then Mordecai fat in the king’s gate. 

20 Efther had not yet fhewed her kindred nor her 
peoplé; as Mordecai had charged her: for Efther did 
the commandment of Mordecai, like as when fhe was 
brought up with him. 

21 ¥ In thofe days, while Mordecai fat in the king’s 

ate, two af the king’s chamberlains, Bigthan and Te- 
reth, of thofe which kept the door, were wroth, and 
fought to Jay hands on the king Ahafuerus. 

22 And the thing was known to Mordecai, who told 
?f unto Ether the queen ; and Efther certified the king 
thereof in Mordecai’s name. 

23 And when inquilition was made of the matter, it 
was found out; therefore they were both hanged on a 
tree: and it was written in the book of the chronicles 
before the king. 

CHAP. II. 


1 Haman, advanced by the king, hath great refpect paid 
him by all but Mordecai, on whofe account he feeketh re- 
venge upon the whole Fewi/b nation. 7 He cafteth lots 
to fix the time for executing his purpofes. 8 Bycalum~ 

_ niating the Jews be obtaineth a commiffion from the king 
to extirpate them. 

"TER thefe things did king Ahafuerus promote 

Haman the fon of Hammedatha the Agagite, 
and advanced him, and fet his feat above all the princes 
that were with him. 

2 And all the king’s fervants, that cere in the king’s 
gate, bowed, and reverenced Haman : for the king had 
io commanded concerning him. But Mordecai bowed 
not, nor did Aim reverence. ; 

3 Then the king’s fervants, which were in the king’s 
gate, faid unto Mordecai, Why tranfgreffeft thou the 
King’s commandment ? 

4 Now it came to pafs, when they fpake daily unto 
him, and he hearkened not unto them, that they told 
Haman, to fce whether Mordecai’s matters would itand: 
for he had told them that he was a Jew. 


I TS 


16 Efther was taken uuto ding hafuerus into his bonfe royal, &c.] The 
king kept her in his own houfe. This monarch feems to have had but 
one wife (at lealt but one whom he chiefly efteemed), though a great 
number of fecondary wives or concubines. 

18 Efther’s feat; and he made a releafe to the provinces, and gave gifts, 
&c.] He remitted to fome of the provinces the duties and impofts they 
were bound to pay him. 


Gererat Refreeerrons on Chap, I. 

In this chapter we (ce a marvellous work of divine Providence, in that 
the important fervice of Mordecai fhould be recorded in the public re- 
cords, and matters fo difpofed, that the difcovery he had made fhould 
prove the meuns of his preterment, and the deliverance of the Jews. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. Ill. 


x After thefe things] About five years after, as appears from ver. 7. 

Haman the fon of Hammedatha the dgagite, &c.} e was defcended 
from the royal race of the Amalckite kings. 

2 Mordecat boaved nat, nor did him reverence.| "The reafon of this dif- 
refpect is fuppofed not to proceed from contumacy per but becanfe 
he wonid not prefer the glory of man to the glory of God, nor pay un- 
due homage tua creature. 

4 To fee whether Mordecai’s matters ewould fiand, &c.] Whether he 
nou perfift in his difrefpectfal behaviour, and what would be the if- 

ue of it. 

7 du the firfl month—they caft Pur, that is, the lot, before Haman, &c.] 
Haman endeavoured to find what time in the year was moft favourable 


ESTHER. 


f cious to them, fee ver. 13. 





6 And he thought fcorn to lay hands on Mordecai 
alone; for they had fhewed him the people of Mor- 
decai: wherefore Haman fought to defiroy all the Jews 
that were throughout the wholekingdom of Ahafuerus, 
even the people of Mordecai. 

7 ¥ In the firft month, that és, the month Nifan, in 

the twelfth year of king Ahafuerus, they caft Pur, that 
is, the lot, before Haman from day to day, and from 
month to month, zo the twelfth month, that zs, the 
month Adar. 
_ 84 And Haman faid unto king Ahafucrus, There 
isa certain people fcattered abroad and difperfed among 
the people in all the provinces of thy kingdom ; and 
their laws are diverfe from all people; neither keep 
they the king’s' laws: therefore it 7s not for the king’s 
profit to fuffer them. 

9 \fit pleafe the king, Jet it be written that they 
may be deftroyed : and 1 will pay ten thoufand talents 
of filver to the hands of thofe that have the charge of 
the bufinefs, to bring i¢ into the king’s treafuries. 

10 And the king took his ring from his hand, and 
gaye it unto Haman the fon of Hamiedatha the Aga- 
gite, the Jews’ encmy. 

11 And the king faid unto Haman, The filver és 
given to thee, the people allo, to do with them as it 
ieemeth good to thee. 

12 Then were the king’s Scribes called on the thir- 
teenth day of the firft month, and there was written ac- 
cording to all that Haman had commanded unto the 
King’s lieutenants, and to the governors that were over 
every province, and to the rulers of every people of 
every province according to the writing thercof, and fy 
every people after their language; in the name of king 
Ahafuerus was it written, and fealed with the king’s 
ring. 

13 And the letters were fent by pofts into all the 
king’s provinces, to deflroy, to kill, and to caufe to 
perith, all Jews, both young and old, littlechildren and 
women, in one day, even upon the thirteenth day of the 
twelfth month, which 7s the month Adar, and fo take 
the fpoil of them fora prey. 

14 The copy of the writing for a commandment to 
be given in evcry province was publifhed unto all peo- 
ple, that they fhould be ready againit that day. 

1g The pofts went out, being haftened by the king’s 
commandment, and the decree was given in Shufhan 
the palace. And the king and Haman fat down to 
drink ; but the city Shufhan was perplexed. 

CHAP. IV. 
1 The great mourning of Mordecai and the Jews. 4 Efther 
Jendeth to Mordecai to enquire the reajon, is informed 
thercofs 





tothe Jews, and what moft unlucky: and firft, heenguired what month 
f was moft unfortunate, and found the month sca 





ir, Which was the lait 
month in the year, anfwerable to our February ; for there was no fet- 
tival folemnity in this month, nor wasit fanttiied by any peculiarities ; 
and then he enquired the day, and found the thistcenth day was inaufpi- 





g Aud I will pay tex thoufand talents of filver, &c.| Tt was nat his 


) intention to advance this vait fom himfeli, but to raife it out of the fpoil 


of the goods belonging to the Jews. 


d a The city Shufban was perplexed] Befidesthe Jews, many others 
inS 


ufhan might be concerned at this horrid dectee, either becaufe they 
were related to them, or engaged with them in worldly concerns, or 


f perhaps out of mere humanity and compiaffion to fo great a number of 


innocent people, now appointed as fheep for the flanghter : they might 
apprehend likewife, that, upon the execution of the decree, forme fed.- 
tion or tumult might enfue; that in fo great a flaughter it was hard to 


§ tell who would efcape without being killed or plundered, becanfe they 


who were employed in this bloody work would probably be more mind- 
ful to enrich themfelves, than to obferve the orders piven them. 
Generat RerLrecTrions on Chap. Il. 

«© Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity :"’ this faying is frequently ve- 
rified in God’s dealings with his people: be fometimes fuifers crue! 
poe to perfecute his church, and reduce the falthful almeft co die 

rink of defpair, in order that his power may appear more wonder- 
ful in their deliverance, and in the ruin of their opprciluis. 


2 . COMMENTARY 


He obtaineth letters to deftroy the Fes. 


5 And when Haman faw that Mordecai bowed not, Before 
nor did him reverence, then was Haman full of wrath. ©" 
a 


Ns? 
to. 





CHAP. V. Efther appeareth uncalled before the hing. | 


Mordecai’s charge to Efther. 
15 @ Then Efther bade them return Mordecai this Before 


thereof, and advifed by him to intercede with the king 








Before | 
es for the nation. 10 She at firft excufeth herfelf, but be- anfwer, ; " GHRIST 
5 ing admonifhed of the confequences by Mordécai, 15 ap- 16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are prefent ce 


as this? 























pointeth a faft, and undertaketh the fuit. 

YHEN Mordecai perceived al! that was done, 

Mordecai rent his clothes, and put oti fackcloth 

with afhes, and went out into the midft of the city, and 
cried with a loud and a bitter cry; ; 

2 And came even before the king’s gate: for none 
might enter into the king’s gate clothed with fackcloth. 

3 And in every province, whitherfoever the king’s 
commandment and his decree came, there was great 
mourning among the Jews, and fafting, and weeping, 
and wailing; and many lay in fackcloth and afhes. 

4 I So Efther’s maids and her chamberlains came 
and told i# her. Then was the queen exceedingly 
gricved; and fhe fent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and 
to take away his fackcloth from him: but he received 
2f not. = 

5 Then called Efther for Hatach, one of the king’s 
chamberlains, whom he had appointed to attend upon 
her, and gave him a commandment to Mordecai, to 
know what it was, and why it was. 

6 So Hatach went forth to Mordecai unto the ftreet 
of the city, which was before the king’s gate. 

47 And Mordecai told him of all that had happened 
unto him, and of the fum of themoney that Haman had 
promifed to pay to the king’s treafuries for the Jews, to 
deftroy them. 

8 Alfo he gave him the copy of the writing of the 
decree that was given at Shufhan to deftroy them, to 
fhew if unto Efther, and to declare z# unto her, and to 
charge her that fhe fhould go in untothe king, to make 
fupplication unto him, and to make requeft before him 
for her people. 

_ g And Hatach came and told Efther the words of 
Mordecai. 

10 ¥ Again Efther fpake unto Hatach, and gave him 
commandment unto Mordecai; 

ar All the king’s fervants, and the people of the 
king’s provinces, do know, that whofoever, whether 
man or woman, fhall come unto the king into the inner 
court, who is not called, there is onc law of histo put 
dim to death, except fach to whom the king fhail hold 
out the golden fceptie, that he may live: but I have 
not been called to come in unto the king thefe thirty 
days. 

12 And they told to Mordecai Efther’s words. 

13 Then Mordecai commanded to anfwer Efther, 
Think not with thyfelf that thou fhalt efcape in the 
king’s honfe, more than all the Jews. 

14 For if thou altogether holdeft thy peace at this 
time, then fhall there enlargement and deliverance arife 
to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy fa- 
ther’s houfe fhall be deftroyed: and who knoweth 
whether thou art come to the kingdom for /uch a time 





COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


4 She fent raiment to clothe Mordecai, and to take away bis Jackcloth, 

&c.] That he might come to court, and take his place in the 
ALC 

= 11 Whofeever, whether man or woman, foall come unto the king into the 

duner court, &c.| One reafon for this law might be, that the great of 

ficers might engrofs the king to themfelves, by allowing admittance to 

sone, but whom they fhould think proper to introduce. 

14. Who dnoweth whether thou art come ta the kingdom for fuch a time as 
iin ?'} He crafted that Gad would by fome means or other fave them 
from utter deftruétion; and intimated, that God had raifed her up to 
the dignity fhe was in, on purpofe that fhe might be the deliverer of her 

euple. ? 
P ae Neither eat or drink three days, night er day.] By this injunétion, is 
not to be underitued a total abftinence from food; but that they fhould 
cat and drink no more than would foffice to fuftain nature, and fupport 
them in prayer to God for a bleffing upon her undertaking. 

Uf I perifh, 1 perifo-\ This is not a fpcech of defpondency, but of 
courage and refolution; as if fhe had faid, Iam content to perifh in fo 
good acaufe, , 

Generat ReFLectTirons on Chap. IV. 


This chapter teaches us, that nothing fhould be dearer to us than 
No. 37- 


in Shufhan, and faft ye for me, and reither eat or drink 
three days, night or day: I alfo and my maidens will 
faft likewife ; and fo will I go in unto the king, which 
zs not according to the law: and if I perith, [ perith. 

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to 
all that Efther had commanded him. 

CHAP. V. 
I Efther, venturing to appear uncalled before the king in 
the inner court, is gracioufly received, and promifed the 
grant of her requeft: foe inviteth the king and Haman 
to @ banquet. 6 Being encouraged by the king to name 
her fuit, fhe inviteth bim and Haman to another banquet 
the next day. 9 Haman,.though proud of the diftinélions 

Soewn him, repineth at and complaineth to bis friends of 

Mordecai’s negle. 14 By the advice of his wife and 

Sriends be prepareth for him a gallows. 3 
NOY it came to pafs on the third day, that Efther 

put on er royal apparel, and ftood in the inner 
court of the king’s houfe, over againft the king’s houfe: 
and the king fat upon his royal throne im the royal 
houfe, over againft the gate of the houfe. 

2 And it was fo, when the king faw Efther the 
queen ftanding in the court, tbat fhe obtained favour 
in his fight: and the king held out to Efther the golden 
{ceptre that was in hishand. So Efther drew near, and 
touched the top of the fceptre. me. 7 ; 

Then faid the king unto her, What wilt thou, 
queen Efther? and what zs thy requeft? it fhail be even 
given thee to the half of the kingdom. 

And Efther anfwered, If i# feem good unto thé 
king, let the king and Haman come this day unto the 
banguet that 1 have prepared for him. 

5 Then the king faid, Caufe Haman to make hatte, 
that he may do as Efther hath faid. So the king and 
Haman came to the banquet that Efther had prepared. 

-6 Q And the king faid unto Efther at the banquet 
of wine, What zs thy petition ? and it fhall be granted 
thee: and what zs thy requeft? even to the half of the 
kingdom it fhall be performed. 

4 Then anfwered Efther, and faid, My petition and 
my requett 7s 3 

8 If L have found favour in the fight of the king, 
and if it pleafe the king to grant my petition, and to 
perform my requeft, let the king and Haman come to 
the banquet that I fhall prepare for them, and I will do 
to morrow as the king hath faid. 

9 | Then went Haman forth that day joyful and 
with a glad heart: but when Haman faw Mordecai in 
the king’s gate, that he ftood not up, nor moved for 
him, he was full of indignation againft Mordecai. 

10 Neverthelefs Haman refrained himfelf: and when 
he’came home, he fent and called for his friends, and 
Zerefh his wife. 

tr And: 





the intereft of the church; that in times of danger, we should have 
recourfe to the Lord in prayer; that he can turn the hearts of men, 
even of kings, and deliver his people when they leaft expeét it; and 
that when the wicked feem to be more firmly rooted than ever, and to 
opprefs good men without control, their tuin is then near at hand, 
and theirecrimes bring upon them fudden deftraction. 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on CHAP. V. 


& Efther drew near, and touched the top of the feeptre.| The queen’s 
touching or kiffing the fceptre was a token of her fubjection and thank. 
fulriefs for his favotir. 

6 At the banquet of wine, &c.} At the conclufion of the entertain- 
pang, for they did not drink wine, but water, at the beginning of theic 

eafts. 

8 Let the king and Haman come to the bangut that I feall prepare for 
them, and I will, &c.] She thought it a piece of no bzd policy to 
invite his firft favourite to comie aldng with him. The fingular provi- 
dence of God in the whole matter is not a little confpicuous, which 
had fo difpofed her mind, that the high honour which the king beftowed 
upon Mordecai the next day might fall out in the meantime, and fo 
make way for her petition, which would come in very feafonably at 
the banquct of wine. 


sR 
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Before 11 And Haman told them of the glory of his riches, 
CHRIST and the multitude of his children, and all the things 
5' wherein the king had promoted him, and how he had 
advanced him above the princes and fervants of the 

king. . 

. Haman faid moreover, Yea, Efther the queen 
did let no man come in with the king unto the banquet 
that fhe had prepared but myfelf, and to morrow am 
Linviced unto her alfo with the king. 

£3 Yet all this availeth me nothing, fo long as I fee 
Mordecai the Jew fitting at the. king’s gate. 

14 Then faid Zereth his wife and all his friends 
unto him, Let a gallows be made of fifty cubits high, 
and tomorrow fpeak thou unto tht king that Mordecai 
thay be hanged thereon: then go thou in merrily with 
the king unto the banquet. And the thing pleafed 
Haman; and he canfed the gallows to be miade. 

: CHAP. Yi. 

1 Abafuerus, hearing read in the chronicles the good fervice 
done by Mordecai, thinketh. how toreward him. 4 Ha- 
nian, coming to fue that Mordecai might be. hanged, be- 
cometh bimfelf the inftrument of doing him honour. 12 
Complaining of his misfortune, his friends foretell him 
of his fatt. n 

O N that night could not the king fleep, and he 

commanded to bring the book of records of the 
chronicles ; and they were read before the king. 

2 And.it was found written, that. Mordecai had told 
of Bigthana and Terefh, two of the king’s chamberlains, 
the keepers of the door, who fought to lay hand on the 
king Ahafuerus. 

3 And the king faid, What honour and dignity hath 
been done to Mordecai for this? Then faid the king’s 
fervants that miniftered unto him, There is nothing 
done for him. 

49 And the king faid, Who zsin the court? Now 
Haman was come into the outward court of the king’s 
houfe, to fpeak unto the king to hang Mordecai on the 


gallows that he. had prepared for him. 
5. And the king’s-fervaats faid unto him, Behold, 


Haman ftandeth in the court. And theking faid, Let | 


him come in. 
6 So-Haman came in. And the king faid unto 
him, What fhail be done unto the'man whom the king 


delighteth to honour? Now Haman. thought in his - 


heart, To whom would the king delight to do honour 


more than to myfelf? 
7 And Haman anfwered the king, For the man 


whom the king delighteth to honour, 





12 Yea, Efther the queen did let no man come in with ihe king unto the 
banguet that foe had prepared but myfelf, &c.| In the life of Artaxerxes, 
Plutarch tells us, that none bot the King’s mother and his real wife were 

. permitted to fit at his table: fo that this particular favour was a matter 
that Haman had fome reafon to value himfelf upon. 
_ 03 Yet all this availeth me nothing, fo long as I fee Mordecai the Few, 
&c. 
thei difpofed Haman’s heart, (contrary to his own inclination and 


intereft) inftead of employing his power againit his enemy, to put fet- _ 


ters, as it were, upon his own hands. 

14 Fifty cubits high, &c.] That men might at a great diftance fee 
him, to the ingieate of his difgrace, (as Haman might think) and that, 
ftrack ‘with the greater terror at that fpeétacle, others might nor dare for 
the future to defpife him. 


GeneRrAL Rerrierctrions on Chap. V. 


From this chapter we learn, that ‘* pride gocth before deftruction, and 
a haughty [pirit before a fall;’’ that while wicked men are plotting 
the deitruction of their neighbours, God often counteraéts and de- 
feats their defigns ; and that nothing is more dangerous thar the ex- 
ample of thofe who have caft off the fear of God. : 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VI. 


1 He commanded to bring the book of records of the chranicles; &c.] 
God, in his wonderful providence, fo ordered it that the king could 
not fleep; but in the night-time called for the records of the kingdom, 
which were the diaries we now cal] journals, wherein was fer down 
what paffed every day; and the manner of the Perfians was, to re- 
cord in them the names of the perfons who had done the king any fignal 


fervice. 


Haman prepareth a gallows for Mordecai. ESTHER. 





Herein did the wife and powerful providence of God appear, . 


3 de was fourd written, that Mordecai had sold of Bigthana and | 





8 Let the royal apparel be brought which the kihg 
ufeth to wear, and the horfe that the king rideth upon, 
and the crown royal which is fet upon his head: “: 

9 And let this apparel and’ horfe be delivered to the 
hand of one of the king’s moft noble princes, that they 
may array the man withal whom the king delighteth to 
honour, and bring him on horfeback through the ftreet 
of the city, and proclaim before him, Thus fhall it be 
done to the man whom the king delighteth to honour. 

10 Then the king faid to Haman, Make hafle, and 


. take the apparel and the horfe, as thou halt faid, and 


do even fo to Mordecai the Jew, that fitteth at ché 
king’s gate: let nothing failof all that thou hall fpoken. 

11 Then took Haman the apparel and the horfe, and 
arrayed Mordecai, and brought him on horfeback 
through the ftreet of.the city, and proclaimed beforé 
him, Thus fhall it be done unto the man’ whom the 
king delighteth to honour. . 

-12 F And Mordecai came again to the king’s gate. 
But Haman hafted to his houfe mourning, and hav- 
ing his head covered. 

13 And Haman told Zerefh his, wife and all his 
friends every thing that had befallen him. Then faid 
his wife men and Zerefh his wife unto him, If Mor- 
decai be of the feed of the Jews, before whom thou 
haft begun to fall, thou halt not prevail againft him, 
but fhalc furely fall before him. : : : 

14 And while they were yet talking with him, came 





Mordecai receweth great honour. 


Before 
CHRIST 


$10, 


the king’s chamberlains, and hafted to bring Haman: 


unto the banquet that Efther had prepared. 
CHAP. VIL 


t Efther at the banquet maketh fuit to the king for her own 
Life, and for the life of her people. § Efther accufeth 


Haman. 7 The king in wrath, being told of the gal- 
lows prepared for Mordecai, caufeth Honan to be hanged 
thereon. : , 


S° the king and Haman came to banquet with 
Efther the queen. 

2 And the king faid again unto Efther on the fe~ 
cond day at the banquet of wine, What /s thy petition, 
queen Efiber? and it fhail be granted thee: and what és. 
thy requeft ? and it fhall be performed, even to the half 
of the kingdom. : ; 

g Then Efther the queen anfwered and faid, If I 
have found favour in thy fight, O king, and if it pleafe 
the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and 
my people at my.requeft: ; 

4 For we are fold, I and my people, to be deftroyed, 

: to 





Tere, rel By a fingular Providence, the fecretary read in that very 
part of the book wherein the fervice of Mordecai was entered. 

- 4 Now Haman was come, &c.]. This was another part of God’s 
Providence, to bring him ‘fo fuon to court when the king was thus 
difpofed. : 

8 Let the royal apparel be brought which the king ufeth to war] Vt 
fhould rather be tranflated, The royal robe; an external garment, or 
ftole, coming down to his feet, which none‘ wore burt the king 
himfelf, : 

wInd the crown royal, &c.] Some are of opinion, that the word 

which we render “ crown’’ has various fignifications, and will equally 
denote that ornament which the horfe the king rode on wore on his 
head. : ; 
13 Thou foalt not prevail againfp hin, but rule furcly fall before 
hin.| They had obferved, it is likely, how the Jews had been won- 
derfully raifed from under great opprefficns fince the time.of Cyrus ; 
and thence concluded, that a particular Providence t60k care of 
them. : 
14 And hafted to bring Haman unto the banquet, &c.| ~ Haman per~ 
haps, hearing that thefe things boded ill to him, might be ftudying 
how to provide for his fatety, which made him ftay Jonger, than-he 
fhould have done, before he waited on the king at the feaft. : 


Genxnerat Reruectrirons on Chap, VI. 

Let us hence admire the ways of Providence, who difcovers and brings 
to nought the plots formed againit his peoplc, and makes the very 
means contrived by their enemies for their deftruction the inftraments 
of their exaltation, and the confufion of the wicked, ‘ 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, VIL 
3 Aud my people, &e.) i.e. And the life of my people. 
4. Weare fold] Haman had affered a large fum of money to’ pur- 


chafe their deftruction. 
3 : yf 





. : - : é ‘ hone “2 i j 
_ Mordecai is advanced in Haman’s room. CHAP. VIE. The letters againft the Fews reverfed. 


Refore to be flain, and to perifh. But if we had been fold for 
CHRIST hondmen and bondwomen, I had held my tongue, al- 


§1Q- 


though the enemy could not conntervail the king’s 
damage. . 

5 ¢ Then the king Ahafnerugs 4nfwered and faid 
unto Efther the queen, Who is hé, and where is he, 
that durft prefume in his heart to do.fo? — 

6 And Efther faid, The adverfary and enemy is this 
wicked Haman.’ Then Haman was afraid before the 
king and the queen. ees 

7 G Andthe king arifing from the banquet of wine 
in his wrath went into the palace garden: and Haman 
ftood up to make requeft for his life to Efther the 
queen; for he faw that there was evildetermined againft 
him by the king. : 

8 Then the king returned out of the palace garden 
into the place of the banquet of wine; and Haman 
was fallen upon the bed whereon Efther was. Then 
faid the king, Will he force the queen alfo before me 


in the houfe? As the word went out of the king’s || 


mouth, they covered Haman’s face. 2 

9g And Harbonah, one of the chamberlains, faid be- 
fore the king, Behold alfo, the gallows fifty cubits 
high, which Haman had made for Mordecai, who had 
fpoken good for the king, ftandeth in the houfe of Ha- 
man. ‘Then the king faid, Hang him thereon. 

10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he 
had prepared for Mordecai. Then was the king’s wrath 
pacified. 

CHAP. VUE 


1 Efther having made known Mordecai’s nearnefs of kin 
unto her, he 1s advanced in Haman’s room. 3 Lifther 
with her tears maketh uit for the reverfal of the letters 
gone forth againft the Fews. 7 The king granteth au- 
thority to the Fews to ftand upon their defence, and let- 
ters areiffued out accordingly. 15 Mordecai’s honours; 
and the joy of the Fews. 

N that day did the king Ahafuerus give the houfe 
of Haman the Jews’ enemy unto Efther the 
queen. 

Either had told what he was unto her. © 
2 And the king took off his ring which he had 

taken from Haman, and gave it unto Mordecai. And 

Efther fet Mordecai over the honfe of Haman, * 

3 4 And Efther fpake yet again before the king, 
and fell down at his feet, and befought him with tears 
to ‘put away the mifchief of Haman the Agagite, and 
his device that he had devifed againft the Jews. 

4 Then the king held out the golden fceptre toward 
Efther. So Efther arofe, and ftood before the king. 

5 And faid, If it pleafe the king, and if I have found 
favour in his fight, and the thing /eem right before the 
king, and I de pleafing in his eyes, let it be written to 


ee 

Lf we had been fold for boudmen and bondwomen, { had held my tongues 
&c.] For chat might have turned to the king’s profit, and they might 
at one time or other have recovered their liberty. 

1 Went into the palace garden, &¢.| Partly as difdaining the com- 
pany of fo difgraceful and audacious a perfon; partly to cool and 
allay his fpirit, boiling and ftruggling into fuch a variety of paffions; 
and partly to confider within himfelf the heinoufnefs of Haman’s. 
crime, the mifelief which himfelf had like to have dene by his own 
rafhnefs, and what punifhment was fic to be inflifted on fo vile a mif-” 
ereant. ’ 

8 Then faid the king, Will he force the queen alfo} When Haman fell 
down as a fupplicant at the feet of Either, and embraced her knees, 
the king might pretend that he was offering violence to her chaftity ; 
not that he believed chis was his intention, but in his furious paffion 
he turned every thing to the wortt fenfe, and made ufe of it to aggra- 


* vate his crime. 


Yhey covered Haman's face.) That he might not fee the face of 
the king any more: or rather,’as a man condemned, this told him, 
his doom. Ir is hikely the king, feeing him in that pofture, made a 
fign what they fhould do with him, which was immediatcly performed. 
“10 They hanged Haman cn the gallows that be had pr. pared for Mar- 
a@ecai, &e.] It hus been very juilly remarked, that in this wonder- 
fal deliverance of the Jewith nation, there was no extraordinary mani- 
feftation of God’s power, no particular caufe or agent, that was in its 
working advanced above the ordinary pitch of nature; and ver the 
contrivance of fuiting of thefe ordinary agents, appointed hy God, 
is more admirable than if the fame had been effecicd by means trily 
miraculous. ° 


And Mordecai came before the king; for | 
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reverfe the letters devifed by Haman the fon of Hami- 
medatha the Agagite, which he wrote to deflroy the 
Jews which are in all the king’s provinces : 

6 For how can I endure to fee the evil that fhall 
come unto rd people? or how can I endure to fee the 
my kindred ? 

7 & Then the king Ahafuerus faid unto Efther the 


| queen and to Mordecai the Jew, Behold, I have given 


Efther the houfe of Haman, and him they have hanged 
ween the gallows, becaufe he laid his hand upon the 
ews. 

8 Write ye alfo for the Jews, a$ it liketh you, in 
the king’s name, and feal iz with the king’s ring: for 
the writing which is written in the king’s name, and 
fealed with the king’s ritig, may no man reverfe, 

9 Then were the king’s feribes called at that time 
in the third month, that 7s, the month Sivan, on the 
three and twentieth day thereof ; and it was written ac~ 
cording toaJ] that Mordecaicommanded unto the Jews, 
and to thelieutenants, and the deputies and rulers of the 
provinces which are from India unto Ethiopia, an hun- 
dred twenty and feven provinces, unto every province 
according to the writing thereof, and unto every peo- 
ple after their language, and to the Jews according to 
their writing, and according to their language. 

10 And he wrote in the king Ahafuerus’ name, and 
fealed if with the king’s ring, and fent letters by pott 
on borfeback, avd riders on mules, camels, avd young 
dromedaries: 

11 Wherein the king granted the Jews which were 
inevery city togather thcemfelves together, and to Nand 
for their life, to deftroy, to May, and to caufe to perith, 
all the power of the people and province that would 
affault them, Sct little ones and women, and ?/o také 
the fpoil of them for a prey, 

12 Upon one day in all the provinces of king Aha- 
fuerus, zamely, upon the thirteenth day of the twelfth 
month,. which 7s the month Adar. 

13 The copy of the writing for a commandment to 


| be given in every province cvas publifhed unto all peo- 


ple, and that the Jews fhould be ready againft that 
day to avenge themfelves ontheir enemies. 

14 So the pofts that rode upon mules azd camels 
went out, being haftened and prefled on by the king’s 
commandment. And the decree was given at Shufhan 
the palace. . 

‘128 GY And Mordecai went out from the prefence of 
the king in royal apparel of blue and white, and with 
a great crown of gold, and witha garment of fine linen 
and purple: and thecity of Shafhan rejoiced and was 


glad. . . 
16 The Jews had light, and gladnefs, and joy, and 


honour. j 
17 And in every province, and in every city, whi- 
therioever 
re 
Generar Rerrections on Chap. VIL. 


We hence fee the vanity of human greatnefs, and how Gad confounds 
and punifhes the proud ; and, above all, the cataltrophe of Haman 
thews very plainly, that God caufes to fall upon the wicked the evil 
they had prepared for others. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, VII. 


1 The honfe of Human, &c.|) The whole eftate belonging to his fa- 
mily: for by his crime it was all forfeited tothe king. 

2 Efther Jet Mordecai ewer the houfe of Haman.) Over his lands and 
goods, which the king had given to Ether, of which flic now made 
Mordecai her fteward. : ; 

3 To put away the mifchiof of Haman, &c.| By repealing that 
barbarous decree, which Flaman had obtained of the king. * Sec chap. 
fii. ver. 3. 

7 We laid his hand upon the Fews.] _ He intended todelttroy them. 

8 The curtting aubich is auritten iu the king’s Ney and Sealed avith the 
King’s ring, may ua man reverfe. The meaning of this is, that the 
king could notdo what Either defired : for it was contrary to the law 
of the Medes and Perfians to reverfe any decrees : 

13 In royal apparel of blue and ae | Such rabes as the princes of 
Perfia were wont to wear. ‘ 

d great crown of gald } Not like that of the kings, but fuch a coro- 
net 2s was ufed by the greatelt peers of the realm. “64 

d gareunt of fire linen and purple, &c.] This was his inner garment, 


as the former was his oucward. 
17 Many 


Before 
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The Fews deftroy their enemies. 


Before therfoever the king’s commandment and his decree 


CHRIST 


529. 


came, -the Jews had joy and gladhefs, a feaft and 
a good day. And many of the people of the land 
nome Jews; for the fear of the Jews fell upon 
them. 


CHAP. IX. 


1 The Fews, affifted by the rulers through fear of Mordecai’s 
power, flay their enemies, and the ten fons of Haman 
among the reft. 12 Abafuerus at the requeft of Efther 
granteth to the Fews at Shufhan another day of flaugh- 
ter, and caufeth Haman’s fons to be hanged. 20 The 
two days of Purim are made anniverfary feftivals in 
commemoration of this deliverance. 

OW in the twelfth month, that is, the month 
Adar, on the thirteenth day of the fame, when 
the king’s commandment and his decree drew near to 
be put in execution, in the day that the enemies of 
the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it 

‘was turned to the contrary, that the Jews had rule over 

them that hated them ;) 

2 The Jews gathered themfelves together in their ci- 
ties throughout all the provinces of the king A hafuerus, 
to lay hand on fuch as fought their hurt: and no man 
could withftand them; for the fear of them fell upon 
all the people. 

3 And all the rulers of the provinces, and the licu- 
tenants, and the deputies, and officers of the king, 
helped the Jews; becanfe the fear of Mordecai fell 
upon them. 

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s houfe, and 
his fame went out throughout all the provinces: for 
this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater. 

5 Thus the Jews fmote all their enemies with the 
ftroke of the fword, and flaughter, and deftruétion, 
and did what they would unto thofe that hated them. 

6 And in Shufhan the palace the Jews flew and de- 
ftroyed five hundred men. 

7 And Parfhandatha, and Dalphon, and Afpatha, 

8 And Poratha, and Adaliq;.and Aridatha, . 

9 And Parmathta, and ‘Arioe and Aridai, and Vaje- 
zatha. 

10 The ten fons of Haman the fon of Hammedatha, 


‘the enemy of the Jews, flew they ; but on the fpoil 


laid they not their hand. 

11 On that day the number of thofe that were flain 
in Shufhan the palace was brought before the king. 

12 J And the king faid unto Efther the queen, The 

Jews have flain and deftroyed five hundred men in Shu- 
fhan the palace, and the ten fons of Haman; what have 
they done in the reft of the king’s provinces? now 
what zs thy petition ? and it fhall be granted thee: or 
what zs thy requeft further? and it fhall be clone. 
_ 13 Then faid Either, If it pleafe the king, let it be 
granted to the Jews which are in Shufhan to do to mor- 
row alfo according unto this day’s decree, and let Ha- 
man’s ten fons be hanged upon the gallows. 

.14. And the king commanded it fo to be done: and 
the decree was given at Shufhan; and they hanged 
Haman’s ten fons. ~ . 

15 For the Jews that were in Shufhan gathered them- 
felves together on the fourteenth day allo of the month 
Adar, and flew three hundred men at Shufhan ; but cn 
the prey they laid not their hand. 





17 Many of the people of ihe land became Fews, &c.] Many Perfians 
became profelytes to the Jewith religion, 


Genernav Reetectrons on Chap. VIII, 

From the conclufion of this hiftory, wemay gather, that God, after 
having fuffered the righteous to he afflicted, grants them eafe: «* He 
raifes the poor out of the duit, and {ets them among princes.” Thefe 
are powerful motives for us to truft in God, and live in his fear, then 
fhali we always fhare in his proteétion. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow Chap. IX, 


& The Fews flew and deffroyed fve hundred men.) It is probable 
3 


ESTHER. 


‘faftings and their cry. 


16 But the other Jews that were in the king’s pro- 
vinces gathered themfelves together, and ftood for their 
lives, and had reft from their enemies, and flew of their 
foes feventy and five thoufand, but they laid not their 


‘hands on the prey, 


217 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and 
on the fourteenth day of the fame refted they, and made 
it a day of feafting and gladnefs. 

18 But the Jews that were at Shufhan aflembled toge- 
theron the thirteenth day thereof, and onthe fourteenth 
thereof ;-and on the fifteenth day of the fame they 
refted, and made it a day of feafting and gladnefs. 

19 Therefore the Jews of the villages, that dwelt in 
the unwalled towns, made the fourteenth day of the 
month Adar a day of gladnefs and feafting, and a good 
day, and of fending portions one to another. 

204 And Mordecai wrote thefe things, and fent let- 
ters unto all the Jews that were in all the provinces of 
the king Ahafuerus, doth nigh and far, 

21 To ftablifh #izs among them, that they fhould 
keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar, and the 
fifteenth day of the fame, yearly, 

22 As the days wherein the Jews refled from their 
enemies, and the month which was turned unto them 
from forrow to joy, and from mourning into a good 
day : that they fhould make them days of feafting and 
joy, and of {ending portions one to another, and gifts 
to the poor. 

23 And the Jews undertook to do as they had be- 
gun, and as Mordecai had written unto them ; 

24 Becaufe Haman the fon of Hammedatha, the 
Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had devifed again 
the Jews to deftroy them, and had caft Pur, that 7s, 
the lor, to confume them, and to defiroy them ; 

25 But when Efther came before the king, he com- 
manded by letters that his wicked device, which he 
devifed againft the Jews, fhould return upon his own 
head, and that he and his fons fhould be hanged on 
the gallows. 

- 26 Wherefore they called thefe days Purim after the 
name of Pur. Therefore for all the words of this let~ 
ter, and of that which they had feen concerning this 
matter, and which had come unto them, 3 

27 The Jews ordained, and took upon them, and 
upon their feed, and upon all fuch as joined themfelves 
unto them, fo as it fhould not fail, that they would 
keep thefe two days according to their writing, and ac- 
cording to their appointed time every year ; 

28 And that thefe days /hould be remembered and 
kept throughout every generation, every family, every 
province, and every city ; and that thefe days of Purim 
fhould not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial 
of them perifh from their {ced. 

29 Then Efther the queen, the daughter of Abihail, 
and Mordecai the Jew, wrote with all authority, to 
confirm this fecond letter of Purim. 

30 And he fent the letters unto all the Jews, to the 
hundred twenty and feven provinces of the kingdom of 
Ahafverus, with words of peace and truth, 

31 Toconfirm thefe days of Purim in their times 


‘ appointed, according as Mordecai the Jew and Ether 


the queen had enjoined them, and as they had decreed 
for themfelves and for their feed, the matters of the 


32 And 





they were thofe men who could not conceal their wicked inclinations, 
but openly affaulted them. . 

10 On the fpoil laid they not their hand.) That they might not feem 
to defire any thing but their own fatety, and that the king might 
have a better opinion of them, as the goods would come into the king’s 
exchequer. ; 

26 Pur.| A Perfian word, fignifying a lot. 

29 Then Efther the queen—wrote with all autho ity, &c.] _Thefe days 
were firft recommended to their obfervation by the authority of Mor- 
decai, But having been neglected, or intermitted, the firft order was 
confirmed and ratified by afecond, and backed by the authority of the 

ueen. 
- 30 With words of peace and truth.) Full-of fincere love, and affec- 
tionate defire of their happinefs. 
. GENERAL 


Haman’s ten fons hanged. 
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The greatne/s of Ahafuerus. _ _ CHAP. I, Mordecai’s advancement under: hin. 





32 And the decree of Efther confirmed thefe matters }) and the declaration of the greatnefs of Mordecai, Before, 























Before 
ae of Purim ; and it was written in the book. whereunto the king advanced him, are they not written CHRIST 
CHAP. X. in A book of the chronicles of the kings of Media 493° 
5 and Perfia? 
5 ; 
1 The greatnefs Teed Cee ene en 5 advance- 3 For Mordecai the Jew was next unto king Aha- 
. Eas ¢ fuierus, and great among the Jews, and accepted of the 
aay: ND the king Ahafuerus laid a tribute upon the || multitude of his brethren, feeking the wealth of his 
"A land, and upon the ifles of the fea. ap a people, and fpeaking peace to all his feed. 
2 And all the acts of his power and of his might, 
Generar Rerrecrirons on Chap, IX, 3 And /peaking peace to all his feed.|  Advifing and ati hate 
It is here to be noted, that the Jews acted juftly in deftroying their foever was for their advantage, — bees fal to ete: tortrat 
enemies, as ic was done in their own defence and by leave of the which might tend to the happinefs and profperity of his nation, which 
king. We muft alfo attend to the certainty of the hiftory, and of he advanced to the utmoft of his power: 
this wonderful deliverance of God’s people, from the hand of their .Gentkav REFLECTIONS on Chap. X. 
enemies: ; The whole condu@ of Mordecai and Either affords a leffon to great 
_ COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. X, men, to employ their authority for the good of religion: this thould 
i Laid a tribute upon the land, and upon the ifles of the fea.] He Said alfo be obferved and practifed by every one to the utmott of hia 
a new tax on all his provinces, upon the continent, and upon the ifles power, in any ftate or condition, looking to Gad for a bleffing and 
of the fea belonging to his dominions. difcretion therein. . 
4 : = = > 
The Book of JOB. 
mcm : = 
a : 
THE ARGUMENT. 
This book contains a narrative of a feries of calamities, the moft extraordinary perhaps that ever happened fo any man, yet 
Supported with a fpirit of patiencé and refignation, truly glorious and heroical: it is a maf? admirable poem, part of 
at allegorical, where the grand enemy of mankind appears before the Lord ; the reft is to be taken in a literal fenfe. 
That job was areal perfon, and not a fictitious charadter, and that this flory is a matter of fat, and not a para- 
bolical reprefentation, is manife/t from all tkofe places of feripture where mention is made of him; and therefore, when 
in the Old Teflament we find him in company with Noah and Daniel, and equally difinguifbed for bis righteoufne/s, | 
and when in the New he is commended for his patience, we cannot well fuppofe that the fpirit of God, in both thefe 
places, intended to delude us wits a phantom, inftealof prefénting us with a true hiftory of a real mun, 
EE  ——————————————— 
CHAP. 1 6g Nompete was a day when the fons of God came Before 
ip a to prefent thenifelves before the Lona, and Satan came gee 
. 7 se ; . P Oo. 
1 The holinefs, riches, and religious care of Fob for his alfo among them. - = pe 2 
children. 6 Satan appearing before God, obtaineth leave 7 And the Lorn faid unto Satan, Whence comelt 
to tempt him. thou? Then Satan anfwered the Lord, and faid, From 
going toand fro in the earth, and from walking up and 
Refore HERE was a man in the land of Uz, whofe |} down in it. : 
CHRIST name was Job; and that man was perfect and 8 And the Loro faid unto Satan, Haft thou confi- 
1520. upright, and one that feared God, and ef- dered my fervarit Job, that there rs none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright mao, one that feareth 


chewed evil. ; 
2 And there were born unto him feven fons and 


three daughters. ] 
His fibfance alfo was feven thoufand fheep, and || Job fear God for nought? 


3 . : 
three thoufand camels, and five hundred yoke : 10 Haft not thou made an hedge about him, and 


God, and efcheweth evil? 
9 Then Satan anfwered the Lorn, and faid, Doth 


and five hundred fhe affes, and a very great houfhold ; about his houfe, and about all that he hath on every 
fo that this man was the greateit of all the men of the fide? thou haft blefled the work of his hands, and his 
; fubftance is increafed in the land. 

1i But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that 
he hath, and he will curle thee to thy face. 

12 And the Lorp faid unto Satan, Behold, all that 
he hath zs in thy power; only upon himfelf put not 


eaft. 
4 And his fons went and feafted iz their houfes, every 


one his day; and fent and called for their three fifters 
to eat and to drink with them. 

5 And it was fo, when the days of their fealting were 
gone about, that Job fent and fandtified them, and rofe 
up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all: for Job faid, It 
may be that my fons have finned and curfed God in 
their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 


ferice of the Lorn. 
13 And there was a day when his fons and his 
daughters were eating and drinking wince in their eldeft 


brother’s houfe : 
14 And 


7 Fron going 0 and fro in the earth, &e.] This anfwer expreffes the 
great reftiefnefs of his mind. his unwearied diligence to do mifchief, 
and likewife the limitation of his power, which extends only to this 
lower world: : ; 

8 Haft that confidered my fervant Fo3, &c.] As much as if he had 
faid, After all the inquifititvenefs and bufy fearch thou haft nothing 29 


object againit the integrity of my fervant Job. : 
g Doth Fob feur ved for nought.}. He has no perfonal affettion for 
God, independent of the favours ha&réceives at his hands. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. L 
t Lu the land of Ux, &c.J] The land of Uz, upon fuppofition that 
te fprang trom one of Keturah’s fons, ‘is placed in that part of Arabia 
eferta which has Mefopotamia and the river Euphrates on-the north ; 
Syria, Palettine, and Idumza, to the weft; and the mountains of 
Arabia Felix, to the eaft. 
4 Every oue his day, &c.] Every one his birth-day, it heing the 
tuftom of his fons to meet at each other’s houfe on fuch eccafions, — 
5 dad curfed God in their hearts, Xcs} Rather as the LAX. read, 
** Have had ill choughts of God in their hearts.” 
No. 37. 


55 15 The 


forth thine hand: So Satan went forth from the pre-. 


Fol's afflictions and patience. 


Before 


CHRIST 


$520. 


14 And there came a meffenger unto Job, and faid, 
The oxen were plowing, and the affes feeding befide 


them : 
fe And the Sabeans fell upox them, and took them 


away; yea, they have flain the fervants with the edge of 


the fword; and { only am efcaped alone to tell thee. 

19 While he was yet fpeaking, there came alfo ano- 

ther, and faid, The fire of God is fallen from heaven, 
and hath burned up the fheep, and the fervants, and 
confumed them; and I only am efcaped alone to tell 
thee. 
17 While he was yet fpeaking, there came alfo ano- 
ther, and faid, The Chaldeans made out three bands, 
and fell upon the camels, and have carried them away, 
yea, and flain the fervants with the edge of the {word ; 
and I only am efcaped alone to tell thee. 

18 While he was yet fpeaking, there came alfo ano- 
ther, and faid, Thy fons and thy daughters were eating 
and drinking wine in their eldeft brother’s houfe : 

19 And, behold, there came a great wind from the 
wildernefs, and fote the four corners of the houfe, and 
it fell upon the young men, and they are dead, and | 
only am efcaped alone to tell thee. ; 

zo Then Job arofe, and rent his mantle, and fhaved 
his head, and fell down upon the ground and wor- 
fhipped, 

21 And faid, Naked came I out of my mother’s 
womb, and naked fhall I return thither: the Lorp 
gave, and the Lorp hath taken away: bleffed be the 


name.of the Lorp. 
22 In all this Job finned not, nor charged God 


foolifhly. Sake Fi 


Satan appearing again before God, obtaineth far- 
‘ ther ee, hae Sob. a fuiteth him with fore 

boils. 9 Feb reproved by his wife, moving him to curfe 

GAIN there was a day when the fons of God 

came to prefent themfelves before the Lorb, and 

Satan came alfo among them to prefent himfelf before 
the Lorb. 

2 And the Lorp faid unto Satan, From whence 
comeft thou? And Satan anfwered the Lorp, and 
faid, From going to and fro in the earth, and from 
walking up and down in it. 

And the Lorvp faid unto Satan, Haft thou confi- 
dered my fervant Job, that ¢here 7s none like him in the 
earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth 
God, and efcheweth evil ? and ftill he holdeth fait his 
integrity, although thou movedift me againit him, to 
deftroy him without caufe. 





1s The Sabeans, &c.] The original word here fignifies, a band of 
robbers; and fo the Septuagint render it. 

21 Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and-naked fhall I return 
thither, &c.| This fentiment of holy Job is as pious as it is juft, and 
imports thus much: I am but what I was at firft, and what I muft have 
been at laft: he hath ftript me of all before I die, hath taken away 
nothing but what he gave: praife therefore be given to him who is the 
donor of all good things, and the difpofer of all events. 


Generab ReFreerrons on Chap. I. 


The following inftruétions may be derived from this chapter, namely, 
that God fometimes expofes thofe he loves to great afflictions, to try 
their faith, patience, and piety; but neither men nor devils can 
hurt them, any farther than us God permits; and that the children 
of God fhould blefs him as well in adverfity as in profperity, feeing 
that he both gives and takes away; nor doth he willingly afflict 
or grieve the children of men, but for their profit, and his own 


glory. 
oe 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. Il. 


4 Skin fer fin, &c.] "The expreffion of ‘ Skin for fkin,” is taken 
from trade, and the exchanges that were made in thofe days ; and the 
meaning is, there may be fome proportion in bargains, releafes, and 
exchanges of other things, but for his life a man will give all. 

6 Pehold, ke is in thine hand, brut fave bis life.] "Thus Satan can go 
no farther in punifhing, than God permits him.. : 

7 And faote Fob with fore boils, &c.] Their opinion feems to be bet 
founded, who make this diftemper not one fimple malady, but x com- 
plication of many, for fince the great enemy of mankind had a full 
licence to try to the uttermot the patience of Job (faving his life) it is 


Jo,B. 












4 And Satan anfwered the Lorp, aad faid, Skin for 
fkin, yea, all that a man hath will he gave for his life. 

5 But put forth thine hand now and touch his bone 
and his flefh, and he will curfe thee to thy face. 

6 And the Lorp faid unto Satan, Behold, he zs in 
thine hand; but fave his life. 

7 { So went Satan forth from the prefence of the 
Lorp, and fmote Job with fore boils from the fole of 
his foot unto his crown. 


He curfeth the day of his birth. 


Before 
CHRIST 
1520. 


8 And he took him a potfherd to fcrape himfelf 


withal; and he fat down among the afhes. 

9.4 Then faid his wife unto him, Doft thou itill 
retain thine integrity ? curfe God, and dic. 

10 But he faid unto her, Thou {peakeft as one of 
the foolifh women fpeaketh. What? fhall we receive 
good at the hand of God, and fhall we not receive evil ? 
In all this did not Job fin with his lips. 

11 GY Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this 
evil that was come upon him, they came every one 
from his own place; Eliphaz the Temanite, and Bil- 
dad the Shuhite, ancl Zophar the Naamathite : for they 
had made an appointment together to come to mourn 
with him and to comfort him. 

12 And when they lifted up their eyes afar off, and 
knew him not, they lifted up their voice, and wept ; 
and they rent every one his mantle, and fprinkled duft 
upon their heads toward heaven. 

13 So they fat down with him upon the ground fe- 
vén days and fevea nights, and none fpake a word unte 
him: for they faw that dis grief was very great. 


CHAP. HL 
1 Fob curfeth the day and fervices of his birth. 1 3 The 
eafe of death. 
FTER this opened Job his month, and curfed 


his day. 

2 And Job fpake, and faid, 

3 Let the day perifh wherein I was born, and the 
night zz which it was faid, There is a man child con- 
ceived. : 

4 Let that day be darknefs ; let not God regard i 
from above, neither let the light fhine upon it. 

5 Let darknefs and the fhadow of death ftainit: let 
a cloud dwell upon it; let the blacknefs of the day 
terrify it. 

6 As for that night let darknefs feize upon it ; let it 
not be joined unto the days of the year, let it not come 
into the number of the months. © 

7 Lo, let that night be folitary, let no joyful voice 
come therein. 

8 Let 





not to be queftioned but that he exerted all his power, by afflicting his 
body with difeafes and worrying his mind with gloomy. thoughts, and 
fuggefting horrid and ghaftly idcas to his imagination, to drive him ‘to 
melancholy and defpair. 

9 Curfe God and die.] From the tharp reply which Job makes in the 
following verfe, it is plain, that though the word rendered ‘* curfe”’ alfo 
fignifies blefs, fhe did not ufe it in the more favourable fenfe. 

1: Eliphax the Temanite, &c.]_ He was the grandfon of Efau, and 
fon of Teman, who dwelt in a city of the fame name in Idumza, nat 
far from the confines of s\rabia Deferta. 

Bildad the Shubite.] He was defcended from Shuah, the fon of 
Abraham and Keturah. 

ae the Naamathite.] He is fuppofed to be defcended from 

Efau. 

Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. I. . 

The wonderful patience of Job, and his fubmiffion to the will of God, 

under his heavy trial, is an example for our imitation in every time 

of diftrefs and temptation; and with refpeét to our fuffering bre- 

thren, we fhould mourn with thofe that mourn, and vific and com- 
fort the afflifted. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. III. 


1 After this opened Fob his mouth, and curfed his day.] Overcharged 
with grief, and without the leaft word: of comfort from his friends, and 
having for fome time borne the weight of his affliction with an admirable 
conftancy, Job could not contain himfelf any longer, but burfis out 
(to fuch a degree was the anguith of his fpirit increafed) into the moft 
paffionate complaints of the miferies of human life. 

5 The foadow. of death, &c.| That is, a deftruftive er deadly fha- 


dow. 
3 3 he 





Eliphaz reproveth Fob. 


Before 
CHRIST 
1520. 


8 Let them curfe it that curfe the day, who are ready 
to raife up their mourning. 


Let the ftars of the twilight thereof be dark; let 
it look for light, but Aave none ; neither let it fee the 


dawning of the day: 


10 Becaufe ic fhut not up the doors of my mother’s 


womb, nor hid forrow from mine eyes. 


11 Why died I not from the womb? why did I not 


give up the ghoft when I came out of the belly ? 


12 Why did the knees prevent me? or why the 


’ breafts that I fhould fuck ? 


13 For now fhould I have lain ftill and been quiet, I 


fhould have flept: then had I been at reft, 


14 With kings and counfellors of the earth, which 


built defolate places for themfelves ; 


15 Or with princes that had gold, who filled their 


houfes with filver : 


16 Oras an hidden untimely birth I had not been; 


as infants which never faw light. 

17 There the wicked ceafe from troubling, and there 
the weary be at reft. 

18 There the prifoners reft together; they hear not 


the voice of the oppreffor. : 
19 The {mall and great are there ; and the fervant is 


free from his mafter. 

20 Wherefore is light given to him that is in mifery, 
and life unto the bitter 77 foul; 

21 Which long for death, bue it cometh not; and dig 
for it more than for hid treafures; 

22 Which rejoice exceedingly, and are glad, when 
they can find the grave? 

23 Why is light given to aman whofe way is hid, 
and whom God hath hedged in? 

24 For my fighing cometh before I eat, and my roar-~ 
ings are poured out like the waters. : 

25 For the thing which I greatly feared is come upon 
me, and that which | was afraid of is come unto me. 

26 I was not in fafety, neither had I reft, neither 


was I quiet; yet trouble came. 
CHAP. IV. 


2 Eliphaz reproveth Job for want of religion. 7 He teach- 
eth God’s judgments to be not for the righteous, but 
Sor the wicked. 12 His fearful vifion, to bumble the 
excellencies of creatures before God. 


as Eliphaz the Temanite anfwered and faid, 
2 If we affay to commune with thee, wilt thou 
Le grieved ? but whocan withhold himfelf from fpeak- 


ing? 
3 Behold, thou haft inftructed many, and thou haft 


Rrengthened the weak hands. 


nt es 
8 Who are ready to raife up their mourning.] The margin and vulgate 
read, To raife up Leviathan 3 the LXX, A great whale: fome interpret 
it, To roufe a lion. Deodatus underftands it of thofe hired mourners 
who ufe tragical forms of mourning at funerals. 

14 Which built defolate places, &c.| Who lie aloneia the tombs which 
they built themfelves. 

20 Wherefore is light given to hica that is in mifery, &¢.] 1s it not 
ftrange that man fhould be forced to Jive, when be hath no mind to it? 
‘This was an unbecoming expreffion. 

23 Whofe way is hid, &c.] Whw feeth no remedy for his evils, nor 
means of extricating himfelf. 

26 J was not ia Sao» &c.] I did not confide in my riches, nor 
in the leaft lull myfelf in fecurity, and yet that did not preferve me 
from being miferable. 


Generar ReFrecrrons on Chap. III. 


The complaints uttered by Job argue his weaknefs; and fhould cau- 
tion as to beware that the infirmity of the flefh does not drive us 
into impatience and murmaurings! ever remembering, that God 
does not punifh us fo much as our fins deferve ; let us therefore kifs 
the rod, bear our crofs with patience, and implore God’s grace to 
foffer and do his will till he is pleafed to put a period to our af- 
“fictions. 

COMMENTARY axp NOTES ow CHAP. IV. 

1 Then Eliphaz the Temanite, &c.) Etliphaz very fharply rebukes 
him for not following the good advice which he ufed to give to others 
in their adverfity, adding, that he had reafon to fufpect his piety, bes 
eaufe the innocent (he miftakingly fuppofed) were not wont to fuffer 
fo feverely ; but, on che contrary, God always humbled wicked op- 


reffors. 
6 ds xot this thy fear, &cc.] Is not this thy time to exercife thy picty 






4 Thy words have upholden him that was falling, 
and thou haft Rrengthened the feeble knees. 

_ § But now it iscome upon thee, and thou fainteft ; 
it toucheth thee, and thou art troubled. 

6 Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope and 
the uprightnefs of thy ways? 

__ 7 Remember, I pray thee, who ever perifhed, being 
innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? “ 

8 Even as I have feen, they that plow iniquity, and 
fow wickednefs, reap the fame. 

g By the blaft of God they perifh, and by the breath 
of his noftrils are they confumed. 

1o The roaring of the lion, and the voice of thé 
fierce lion, and the tceth of the young lions, are 
broken. : 

11 The old liort petifheth for lack of prey, and the 
ftout lion’s whelps are fcattered abroad. 

12 Now a thing was fecretly brought to me, and 
mine ear received a little thereof. 

13-In thoughts from the vifions of the night, when 
deep fleep falleth on men, 

14 Fearcame upon me, and trembling, which made 
all my bones to fhake. 

15 Then a fpirit paffed before my face; the hair of 
my fiefh ftood up: 

16 It ftood ftill, but I could not difcern the form 
thereof: an image was before mine eyes, there vas 
filence, and I heard a voice, /aying, 

17 Shall mortal man be more juft than God? {hall 
a man be more pure than his maker? 

18 Behold, he put no truft in his fervants ; and his 
angels he charged with folly : 

19 How much lefs #2 them that dwell in houfes of 
clay, whofe foundation 7s in the dufl, which are cufhed 
before the moth ? 

20 They are deftroyed from morning to evening : 
‘they perifh for ever without any regarding 7¢. 

21 Doth not their excellency which isin them go 
away? they die even without wifdom. 


CHAP. V. 


t The harm of inconfideration. 3 The end of the wicked is 
mifery. 6 God is to be regarded in aff.Gion, 17 The 
happy end of God's correétion. 


Co now, if there be any that will anfwer thee; 
and to which of the faints wilt thou turn ? 
2 For wrath killeth the foolifh man, and envy flay- 


eth the filly one. 
3 1 have feen the foolith taking root: but fuddenly 


1 curfed his habitation. 
4 His 


I, Sy 
and confidence in God, thy hope and integrity, for which it is faid thou 
art fo remarkable. : 

13 The old lion perifbeth for lack, &c.] The greateft tyrants and their 
pofterity, after long enjoying dominion, are deprived at laft of the 
riches they have acquired by oppreffion, and driven from their feats of 

ower. 
. 13 Ln thoughts from the viftons of the night, when decs fleep falleth upon 
amen. | We have in this and the threc following veries, one of the moft 
awful and affecting defcriptions that language is capable of giving; 
it is a night-piece, dreffed in all the circumftances of the deepett 
horror, and cannot be read- without awakening emutions of awe and 
terror. 

16 L could not difeera the form thereof, &c.] He was not able to difcere 
what it was Jike. : 

_ 19 Which are crafhed before the moth.] They are fo frail, that event 
a moth flying againft them may dafh them to pieces. 

GreneraL Rerrecrions on Chap, IV. 
Eliphaz was to blame in condemning Job, as though he was a greater 
inner than others; for God often afflicts moft thofe whom he loves 
beft; afflictions are no proof of fuperlative wickednefs or hypocrify. 

God is perfeétly righteous in all he does: man therefore should 

aw acknowledge that he is a weak aed corrupt creature before 
im. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. V. 


2 Call now of there be any that will enfuer thee, &e.] If thou doft 
not believe me thou mayeft enquire of others. Eliphaz endeavours 
to confirm the opinion and obfervation of other men, as well as his 
‘own; namely, that the anger of God falls only on the head of the 
wicked. 

3 1 curfid bis babitation.] I predi€ted his downfall. 

4 They 


C HAP. IV. V. Man’s exceilency vain in refpedt of God. 


Before 
CuRIst 
1520. 


JO B. Fob's complaints are not caufelefs, . 


The happy end of God's correélion. 


Before 4 His childeen are far from fafety, and ‘they are B Job anfwered and faid; nas Before 
ee crufhed in the gate, neither is tere any to deliver them. 2 O that my grief were throughly weighed, and wa 


5 Whofe harveft the hungry eateth up, and taketh 
it even out of the thorns, and the robber {walloweth up 
their fubftance. 

6 Although affliction cometh not forth of the duft, 
neither deth trouble {pring out of the ground; 

7 Yet man is born unto trouble, as the {parks fly up- 
ward, ; 

8 I would feek unto God, and unto God would I 
commit my caufe: 

9 Which doeth great things and unfearchable; mar- 
vellous things without number : : 

10 Who giveth rain upon the earth, and fendeth 
waters upon the elds: 

11 To fet up on high thofe that be low; that thofe 
which mourn may be exalted to fafety. 

12 He difappointeth: the devices of the crafty, fo 
that their hands cannot perform /¢Jeir enterprife. 

13. He taketh the wife in their own craftinefs : and 
the counfel of the froward is carried headlong. 

14 They meet with darknefs in the daytime, and 
grope in the noonday as in the night. 

15 But he fayveth the poor from the fword, from 
their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty. 

16 So the poor hath hope, and iniquity ftoppeth her 
mouth. 

17 Behold, happy ‘s the man whom God correcteth: 
therefore defpife not thou the chaftening of the Al- 
mighty: 

18 For hemaketh fore, and bindeth up: he woundeth, 
and his hands make whole. 

19 He fhall deliver thee in fix troubles: yea, in 
feven there fhall no evil touch thee. 

20 In famine he fhall redeem thee from death: and 
in war from the power of the fword. 

21 Thou fhale be hid from the fcourge of the’ 
tongue: neither fhalt thou be afraid of deftruction 
when it cometh, 

22 At deftruétion and famine thou fhalt laugh: 
neither fhalt thou be afraid of the beatts of the earth. 

23 For thou fhalt bein league with the ftones of the 
field: and the beafts of the field fhall be at peace with 
thee. 

24 And thou fhalt know that thy tabernacle /hal/ be 
in peace ; and thou {halt vific thy habitation, and fhall 
not fin. 

25 Thou fhalt know alfo that thy feed /ball be great, 
and thine offspring as the grafs of the earth, 

26 Thou fhalt come to ¢4y grave in full age, like as 
a fhock of corn cometh in his feafon. 

27 Lo this, we have fearched it, fo it 7s; hear it, 
and know thou # for thy good. 

CHAP. VI. 
1 Job fheweth that his complaints are not caufelefs: he 

wifhith for death, wherein he is affured of comfort: 14 

he reproveth his friends of unkindnefs. 





4 Tkey are crufeed in the gate, &c.] In courts of judicature, and 
common affemblies, they are efteemed as infameus perfons, and unwor- 
thy of enjoying public benefits. 


14 They meet with darknefs in the daytime, &¢.} They ftumble in 


the plaineit way, and fee not their danger, though vifible to every one 
bur themfelves. , : 
19 du fexrn, &e.] This is, in the feventh: Thy troubles cannot 


be fo numerous, but if thou fubmiffively accepteft-them, he will deliver’ 


thee from them. : 

23 Thou flalt be in league with the flones of the field, &c.] When 
thou art in peace and favour with Gcd, no creatures, animate or inani- 
mate, fhall hart thee. 

264s a fbock of corn cometh in bis Seafen.| Thou Shalt be carried to 
the grave as corn is to the barn, when it is fall ripe, and fit to be ga- 
thered. 

27 We have fearched it, fa it it, 8c.) We have thoroughly confidered 
ic, and find it fo. 

if K 
Gexnrrar Rertectrans on Chap. V. 


. 


In this chapter we are taught, that God difpenfes all events, and efpe- 
cially all that happens to men, with perfeét righteoufnefs, and great 
goodnefs ; infomuch thar, fooner or later, the wicked are confounded, 
and the righteous delivered. : 


my calamity laid in the balances together ! 

3 For now it would be heavier than the fand of the 
fea: therefore my words are fwaHowed up. 

4 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me, 
the poifon whereof drinketh up my fpirit: the terrars 
of God do fet themfelves in array againit me. 

5 Doth the wild afs bray when he hath grafs? or 


Joweth the ox over his fodder ? 


6 Can that which is unfavoury beeaten without falt? 
or is there any tafte inthe white of an egg? 

7 The things ¢4at my foul refufed to touch are as my 
forrowful meat. 

8 O that I might have my requeft; and that God 
would grant me the thing that I long for! 

g Even that it would pleafe God to deflroy me; that 
he would let loofe his hand, and cut me off! 

10 Then fhould I yet have comfort; yea, I would 
harden myfelf in forrow: Ict him not fpare; for I have 
not concealed the words of the Holy One. 

11 What és my ftrength, that I fhould hope? and 
what zs mine end, that I thould prolong my tife ? 

12 Js my ftrength the ftrength of ftones? or is my 
flefh of brafs ? , 

13 Zs not my help in mc? and his wifdom driven 
quite from me? 

14 To him that is afli@ed pity /bould be foewed 
from his friend ; but he forfaketh the fear of the Al!- 
mighty. 

15 My brethren have dealr cleceitfully as a brook, 
and as the itream of brooks they pafS away ; 

16 Which are blackifh by reafon of the ice, avd 
wherein the fnow is hid : 

17 What time they wax warm, they vanifh: when 
it is hot, they are confumed out of their place. 

18 The paths of their way are turned alide ; they go 
to nothing, ancl perifh. : 

19 The troops of Tema looked, the companies of 
Sheba waited for them. 

20 They were confounded becaufe they had hoped; 
they came thither, and were afhamed. . 

21 Fornow ye are nothing; ye fee my cafting down, 
and are afraid. 

22 Did I fay, Bring unto me? or, Give a reward 
for me of your fublitance? 

23 Or, Deliver me from the enemy’s hand? or, Re- 
deem me from the hand of the mighty? 

24 Teach me, and I will hold my tongue: and canée 
me to underftand whercin I have erred. 

25 How forcible are right words! but what doth 
your arguing reprove? 

26 Do yeimagine to reprove words, and the fpeeches 
of one that is defperate, which are as wind? 

27 Yea, ye overwhelm the fatherlefs, and ye dig a 
pit for your friend. 

28 Now 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. VI. 


1 Feb anfavered ard faid.| Job renews his withes for death, and 
upbraids his friends with their unkindneis, reproaches, and bitter 
reproofs. 

2 O that my griof were throughly weighed, and my calamity laid in the 
balances together!) © that fome more equa} perfon than yourfelf would 
weigh my complaints and fufferings againft each other in the balance of 
equity, and faithfully determine which of them preponderate ! 

3” words are fevallowed up.| He wanted words to exprefs his 

rief, 
. 5 Doth the wild afs bray when he hath grafs? &¢.] Do you think 
that I complain without caufe? 

6 Cau that which is unfavoury be eaten cvitheut falt? bec.) Uf iris 
ufual to feafon things that are infipid, how much more then may we 
call for fomething to qualify the bitternefs of affiGtion ? 

17 What time they wax warm, they vanifo: when it is et, they ave 
confumed out of their place.| The LXX. read, As fhow or ice, when 
frozen, is firm: butas-that, when the heat comes, melts, and it is not 
known where it was; fo am I forfuken of all, Lam undone, without 
houfe or home. 

19 The troops of Terma looked, the companits of Sheba, &e.} They thae 
travelled into the neighbouring countrits expected to quench their chirlt 
there, where they had before feen fo much water. 
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"Fob excufeth his défire of death. 






28 Now therefore be content, look upon me; for i 


CHRIST 3, evident unto you if I lie. * 


1520, 


29 Return, 1 pray yon, let it, not be iniquity; yea, 
return again, my righteoufnels #s in it. 

jo Is there iniquity in my tongue? cannot my talte 
difcern perverfe things? 


CHAP. VIf. 


1 Fob excufeth his dehre of death. 
bis own reftlef{ue/s, and God’s watchfulne/s. 
IS there not an appointed time to man upon earth ? 
are not his days alfo like the days of an hireling ? 

2 Aga fervant earneftly defireth the fhadow, and as 
an hireling looketh for the reward of his work: 

3 Soam I made to poffefs months of vanity, and 
wearifome nights are appointed to me. 

4 When J lie down, I fay, When fhall I arife, and 
the night be gone? and I am full of toflings to and fro 
unto the dawning of the.day. 

5 My fiefhis clothed with worms and clods of dut; 
my fkin is broken, and become loathfome. 

6 My days are fwifter than a weaver’s fhuttle, and 
are {pent without hope. 

7 Oremember that my lifeis wind: mine eye fhall 
no more fee good. 

8 The eye of him that hath feen me fhall fee me no 
more: thine,eyes are upon me, and I am not. 

g As the cloud is confumed and vanitheth away : fo 
he that goeth down to the grave fhall come up no more. 

10 He fhall return no more to his houfe, neither 
fhall his place know him any more. 

11 Therefore I will not refrain my mouth; I will 
fpeak in the anguifh of my fpirit ; I will complain in 
the bicternefs of my foul. 

12 Am 1 fea, or a whale, 
over me? 

13 When I fay, My bed fhall comfort me, my couch 
fhall eafe my complaint ; 

14 Then thou fcareft me with dreams, 
me through vifions : 

15 So that my foul choofeth ftrangling, and death 
rather than my life. 

16 Lloath iz; I would not live alway : let mealone; 
for my days are vanity. 

17 What is man, that thou fhouldeft magnify him? 
and that thou fhouldeft fet thine heart upon him ? 

18 And ¢af thou fhouldeft vifit him every morning, 
and try him every moment? 

19 How long wilt thou not depart from me, nor let 
me alone till I {wallow down my fpittle? 

20 I have finned; what fhall {do unto thee, O thou 


‘that thou fetteft a watch 


and terrifielt 


rr SS 
30 Cannot my taffe difcern perverfe things?] I do not think my 
judgment is fo ‘corrupted, but that ) can difcera what is bad, though 
fpoken by myfelf. 
Generar Reetectirons on Chap. VI. 


The defcription Job here gives of his misfortunes, fhews, that the 
moft pious, when overwhelmed with evil, may alfo become impa- 
tient: we have therefore need to pray for patience. And whercas 
Eliphaz, inftead of fympathizing with and comforting Job, in- 
creafed his grief by uncharitable difcourfes or judgments; let us 
a&t contrariwife, and rather treat the affli€ted with gentlenels, en- 
geavour to alleviate their evils, and comfort them by all the means 


in our power, 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES cw CHAP. VII. 

tds there not an appointed time ta man upon earth? &c.J All Ja- 
bours, punifhments, and fervices in this world, have their ends and 
relcafements ; flaves labouring in the field hope for reft at night, and 
mercenaries look for their hire: but I, after I have faithfully ferved, 
have no other recompence bur extreme torments, and no releafe from 
them. 
7 O remember that my life ts xvind, &c.] Finding his friends had 
no little confideration of him, Job here addreffes himfelf to God, 
reprefenting the wsetchednefs of his condition, and expoftulating with 
him concerning the continuance of it, and his celeafe from it. 

12 An la whele, &c.] Ama moniter, that thou fetteft, &c. 

19 Let me alone till I swallow down my fpittle.] At leaft for fo 
fhort a {pace as to give me leave to breathe. ; 

20 Whatyball f do unto thee, &c.] What fatisfaétion fhall I make 
thee d 

No. 37- 


12 He complaiueth of. 


~chemfelves thick about the earth, and his 


CHAP. VII. VIII. Bildad fheweth the juft decrees of God. 


preferver of men? why haft thou fet me as a mark 
againft chee, fo that Iam a burden to myfelf? 

2t And why doft thou not pardon my tranfgreffion, 
and take away mine iniquity ? for now fhall I ileep in 
the duft; and thon fhale {eek me in the morning, but I 
JSoall not be. 


CHAP. VIIL 


1 Bildad foeweth God’s juftice in dealing with men at- 
cording to their works. 8 He alledgeth antiquity to prove 
the certain defiruction of the hypocrite: 20 He apolieth 
Ged's juft dealing to Fob. ° 

EIEN anfwered Bildad the Shuhite, and faid, 

; 2 How long wilt thow fpeak thefe things ? and 
bow long foall the words of thy mouth dé éike a ttrong 
wind? - 

3 Doth God pervert judgtnent? ordoth thé Almighty 
pervert juitice? zs ° 

4 lf thy children have finned againft him, and he 
have caft them away for their tranifgreffion 3 

5 If thou wouldeft feek unto God betunes, and make 
thy fupplication to the Almighty; 

6 Jt thou wert purée and upright; furely now he 
would awake for thee, and make the habitatron of thy 
righteoufnefs profperous. 

7 Though thy beginning was {mal}, yet thy fatter end 
fhould greatly increafe. 

8 For enquire, I pray thee, of the former age, and 
prepare thyfelf to the fearch of their fathers: 

9 (For we are bu: of yefterday, and know nothing, 
becanfe our days upon earth area fhadow :) 

1o Shall not they teach thee, avd tell thee, and utter 
words out of their heart? 

11 Can the ruth grow up without mire? can the flag 
grow without water? 

12 Whilft it 7s yet in his greennefs, and mot cut 
down, it withereth before any other herb. 

12 So are the paths of all that forget God; and the 
hypocrite’s hope fhall perifh : 

14 Whofe hope fhall be cut off, and whofe trait 
Jball be a {pider’s web. 

15 He thall lean upon his houfe, but it fhall not 
fiand: he fhall hold it faft, but ic fhall not endure. 

16 He és green before the fun, and his branclr{hooteth 
forth in his garden. 

17 His roots are wrapped about the heap, avd feethk 
the place of ftones. 

18 If he deltroy him from his place, then zt fhall 
deny him, /aying, I have not feen thee. 

19 Behold, this 7s the joy of his way, and out of the 
earth fhall others grow. 

20 Behold, 


A 
Generat Reriections on Chap. VII. 


We are fhewn, in this chapter, the vanity and fhortnefs of life, and 
the mifery of man; that thovgh God difpenfes afflictions to us, he 
does all in goodnefs and wifdom; he fends evils upon us, to make 
us fenfible of the vanity of the world, and to wean us from it. Ie 
js therefore our duty to fubmit to the will of God; to acknowledge 
our nothingnets and our fins; to intreat him to pity our weaietss 
and pardon our fins ; and give us more grace in time to come, 


COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. VUii. 


1 Then anfwered Bildad the Shubite, &c.} Bildad difcovers the 
fame principles as Eliphaz had done: for though he gives him good 
counfel, yet he stilt purfues it, as the fenfe of all antiquity, chat 
God ever profpers the juit, and roots out the wicked, how flourifhing 
foever they may be for a feafon. 

2,3 Hew long, ee] Why doft thou perfit in fuch unjutt affer- 
tions, and expoftulate fo vehemently againtt thy Maker? Canft thou 
think the fupreme Judge @f all the carth will fwerve from the robes 
of equity? : 

10 Shall not they teach thee, &c.] | Shall not the hiftories of former 
ages inftruét thee, and experience jumtify the treth of my words? 

15 fdr feall lean upon bis boufe, 2 He ray bouit of and depend 
upon the greatnefs and power of his ‘amily, but at fhall full as well 
as himfelf. 


17, 28 His roots are wrapped, &c.] His roots have wreathed 


head hfts up irfcif above 
But when God plucks him ap by the roots, 


the higheft edifices. f 
more remembrance that fuch a man ever lived 


there fhall remain no 
in shat place. 
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acknowledgeth God's perfections. 


20 Behold, God will not caft away a perfeél man, 
neither will he help the evil doers: 

a1 Till he fill thy mouth with laughing, and thy lips 
with rejoicing. 

22 They that hate thee fhall be clothed with fhame ; 
and the dwelling place of the wicked fhall come to 


nought. 
CHAP. IX. 


1 Fob acknowledging God’s juftice, foerweth there is no con- 
tending with him. 
demned by affitftions. 


ee Job anfwered and faid, 
2 I know if is fo of a truth: but how fhould 

man be juft with God? 

3 If he will contend with him, he casnot anfwer 
him one of a thoufand. 

4 He is wife in heart, and mighty in ftrength : who 
hath hardened bim/e/f againft him, and hath profpered? 

g Which removeth the mountains, and they know 
not: which overturneth them in his anger. 

6 Which fhaketh the earth out of her place, and the 
pillars thereof tremble. 

7 Which commandeth the fun, and it rifeth not; and 
fealeth up the ftars. 

8 Which alone fpreadeth out the heavens, and 
treadeth upon the waves of the fea. 

9g Which maketh Aréturus, Orion, and Pleiades, 
and the chambers of the fouth. 

to Which doeth great things paft finding out; yea, 
and wonders without number. 

11 Lo, he goeth by me, and I fee im not: he paffeth 


on alfo, but I perceive him not. 


12 Behold, he taketh away, who can hinder him? 


who will fay unto him, What doeft thou? 
13 Zf God will not withdraw his anger, the proud 


helpers do ftoop under him. 
1a How much lefs fhall I anfwer him, aud choofe 


out my words éo reafon with him ? 


15 Whom, though I were righteous, yet would ITnot ff 


anfwer, but I would make fupplication to my judge. 
16 If I had called, and he had anfwered me; yet 
would I not believe that he had hearkened unto my 


voice. 2 . 
17 For he breaketh me with a tempeft, and multi- 


plieth my wounds without caufe. 
18 He will not fuffer me to take my breath, but 


filleth me with bitternefs. 


19 If I fpeak of ftrength, lo, he zs ftrong: and if of ff 
Ji none that can deliver out af thine hand. 


judgment, who fhall fet me a time #0 plead ? 


20 If I juftify myfelf, mine own mouth fhall con- § 
demn me: Jf J fay, 1 am perfect, it fhall alfo prove me | 


perverfe. 


casement A OTC A A 


Genweras Reriections on Chap. VIII. 


Though what Bildad fays in this chapter be true in general; yethe 9f 
fly concluded, that Job was not acceptable to God, be- § 
caufe he was in adwerfity ; fince, as we have betore remarked, God § 
often expofes good people to very great evils, for the exercife of § 
their faith and dependence upen him, and that their refignation to § 8 


erroncou 


the divine will may be an example to others; but we fhould alfo 


confider, that God difpenfes heavy affictions to his own people, . 
that he may do them good in their latter end, and that they may f 


not be condemned with the ungodly, who will be fhut out from 
his prefence for ever. = 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


1 Then Fob anfrwered aud faid. | Job allows the force of Bildad’s AE 


arguments in the beginning of his fpcech; and very pioufly adores 
the juftice, wifdom, and fovercignty of the Almighty ; bute withal 
maintains, that the being truly religious will not fecure us from all 
calamities, and that affitions do not always fall upon thofe who 


feem moft to deferve them. 
Which maketh Aréturus, Oris, and Pleiades, and the chambert 


of the fouth.| “Uhofe conftellations which we fee, and thofe in the 


other hemifphere. ; 
11 He goeth by me, and I fee him not, &c.] He is incompre- 


- henfible, as weil in his effence, as-in his warks and judgments. 


22 This is one thing, therefore I faid it, &c.] 1 perfift in what I 
at firft affirmed, that in this world the godly fuffer equally with the 


ungodly. 


JOB. 


22 Man’s innocency is not to be con- WY 


‘the princes and judges of the earth, 
# that governs his kingdom uprightly ? 


foul: I would defpife my lifc. 

22 This is one thing, theretore I faid rt, Hedeftroyeth 
the perfeét and the wicked. 

23 If the fcourge flay fuddenly, he will laugh at the 
trial of the innocent. 

24 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked: 


§ he covereth the faces of the judges thereof ; if not, 


where, and who 7s he? 

25 Now my days are {wifter than a poft: they fee 
away, they fee no good. 

26 They are pafled away as the {wift fhips: as the 


1 eagle that hafteth to the prey. 


27 If I fay, I will forget my complaint, 1 will leave 
off my heavinefs, and comfort my/elf : 

28 Tam afraid of all my forrows, I know that thou 
wilt not hold me innocent. - 

29 If 1 be wicked, why then labour I in vain? 

go IfI wath myfelf with fhow water, and make my 
hands never fa clean ; 2 

gi Yet fhalt thou plunge me in the ditch, and mins 
own clothes fhal]l abhor me. 


32 For de 7s not a man,as Il am, that 1 fhould an-~ 
| fwer him, and we fhould come together in judgment. 


33 Neither is there any dayfman betwixt us, that 
might lay his hand upon us both. 
34 Let him take his rod away from me, and let not 
his fear terrify me: 
35 Zhen would I fpeak, and not fear him; but i¢ és 
not fo with me. , 
CHAP. X. 


1 Job taking liberty of complaint, expoftulateth with God 
about his affictions. 18 He complaincth of life, antl 
craveth a little cafe before death. 


Y foul is weary of my life; I will leave my 
complaint upon myfelf; I will fpeals in the bit- 
ternefs of my foul. 
2 I will fay unto God, Do not condemn mc; fhew 
me wherefore thou contendeft with me. 
3 Is #¢ good unto thee that thon fhouldeft opprefs, 
that thou fhouldeft defpife the work of thine hands, 


# and fhine upon the counfel of the wicked? 


4 Haft thou eyes of flefh ? or feeft thou as man feeth? 
5 Are thy days as the days of man? are thy years as 


A} man’s clays, 


6 That thou enquireft after mine iniquity, and 


i fearcheft after my fin? 


7 Thou knoweft that J am not wicked; and ¢/ere is 


8 Thine hands have made mc and fafhioned me to. 


| gether round about; yet thou doft deftroy me. 


9 Remember, IJ beteech thee, that thou hait made 
me 





23 If the fecurge flay fuddenly, Scc.] When any country is vi- 
fired by a peftilence, the righteous are not deiended from its ttroke. 
» 24 The earth is givin into the hand of she aisod &e.1 So far 
are the wicked from feeling the weight of his : r, that they are 
Where will-you find a prince 





29 Uf be wwhed, why then labsur Tj vaie? | Tam wicked ia 
the account of God. It is in vain then, to endeavour to vindicate 
my own Innocence. 

33 Any dayfnan, &e.] Any judge to determine our caufe; cr 
who may command filence, when neceflary. 


Generau Rertecetions on Chap. IX. 


This chapter teaches us, that man cannot he juftitied before God; 
that if the Lord were to enter into judgment with him, he cannot 
anfwer him: one of a thoufand; that the power of God is infinite; 
and that men, being fo weak before lum, and hkewife guilty, 
muft all be condemned in his prefence, ard heg mercy of him. 

COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHIIAP. X. 

3 My foul is weary of my life, &c.} In this chapter Job ftill per- 
fifts in the opinion that his fufferings nae falty his wifhes that he 
had never been born, or had diced foon after: though thofe withes 
being vain, he acknowledges it is more rational to defire that God 
would be pleafed to intermit his pains awhile, if he did not think Sit 
quite to remove them. 

5 Are thy days as the days of man? &c.] 
we do, to find out the truth, 


Muft thou take time, as 


10 Curdled 


and underftand the whole of a bufinefs? ' 


He expoflulateth freely wrth Gari, 


-21 Lhough i were perfect, yet would I not know my Pet: 
CH 


ace 
ine 
Hey 


$23, 





Zophar reproveth Fob jor juftifying himfelf, CHAP. XI. XII. Fob reproveth his friends of arrogance. 


“Before me as the clay; and wilt thou bring me into duft 


CHRIST 
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again ? 

10 Haft thou nat poured me out asmilk, andcurdled 
me like cheefe? 

tt Thou haft clothed me with fkin and Aefh, and 
hait fenced me with bones and finews. 

12 Thou haft granted me life and favour, and thy 
vifitation hath preferved my. fpirit. 

19 And thefe ¢hings haft thou hid in thine heart: 1 
know that this zs with thee. . 

14 If I fin, then thou markeft me, and thou wilt 
not acquit me from mine iniquity. ; . 

15 If I be wicked, woe untome; and 7f I be righ- 
teous, yet will I not lift up my head. Jam full of con- 
fufion; therefore fee thou mine affliction ; 

16 For it increafeth. ‘Thou hunteft me as a fierce 
lion: andagain thou fhewelt thyfelf marvellous upon me. 

17 Thou reneweft thy witneffes againft me, and in- 
creafelt thine indignation upon me ; changes‘and war 
are againft me. 

1§ Wherefore then haft thou brought me forth out 
of the womb? Oh that I had given up the ghoft, and 
no cye had feen me! 

19 1 fhould have been as though I had not been; I 
fhould have been carried from the womb to the grave. 

20 Yre not my days few? ceafe then, and let me 
alone, that I may take comfort a little, 

21 Before | go whence I hall not return, even to the 
Jand of darknefs and the fhadow of death ; 

22 Aland of darknefs, as darknefs it/elf; and of the 
Shadow of death, without any order, and where the 
light /s as darknefs. - 


CHAP. XI. 


1 Zophar reproveth Fob for jupifying himfelf. 5 God's 
wifdom is unfearchable. '13 The affured bleffing of re- 
pertance. 


“eR anfwered Zophar the Naamathite, and faid, ° 
e Should not the multitude of words be an~ 
fwered? and fhtuld a man full of talk be juftified? 
3 Should thy Hes make men hold their peace? and 
when thou mockeft, fhall no man make thee afhamed ?. 
4 For thou haft faid, My doctrine is pare, and I 
am clean in thine ao Re ; er 
‘But oh that God would fpeak, and open his lips. 
fink thee ; +p iB No 
6 And that he would fhew thee the fecrets of wifdom, 
that they are double to that which is ! Know therefore 
that God exaécteth of thee /e/s than thine iniquity de- 
ferveth. 
7 Canft thou by fearching find out God? canft thou 
find out the Almighty unto perfection ?* 
8 it is as high as heaven; what canft thou do? 
deeper than hell; what canft thon know? 





10 Curdled mbttike cheefe.] Compatted all my members. 

14 Then rhow markeft me, &c.} Thou, who haft formed me, cantt: 
not but know whenever I offend. ‘ 

16 Again thou foeaweft thyfelf marcellous upon me.) When I hope 
there is an end of my troubles, thou fendeit more, to fill me with new 
aftonifhment and horror. , 

Generar Reriectirons on Chap. X. 

Job’s piety appears, ~ in the humility wherewith he calls upon the 
Lord, and in the cohfeffion he makes, that God was almighty, and 
altogether righteous In all his difpenfations ; his weaknefs alfo ap- 
pears, in expoltulating with God for thus punifhing him; but this 
then is a leffon to, us to poffefs oyr fouls in patience, and, when 
aiGed, to implore God. to confider our weaknefs, and alleviate 


our mifery. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, XI, 


1 Then anfwered Zophar, &c.] Though Zophar difcourfes with 
ereut fenfe, and gives Job exceeding good advice, yet he ftill main- 
tains the opinicn of the other two friends, and infifts on it, that he 
would not have befh fo miferable if he had not been wicked. 

5, 6 Ob that Gel would [peak, &c.] Oh that God would make 
thee acquainted with the fecret reafons that induced him to afflict 
thee! thou wouldit then be convinced that thy punifhment is far from 
being equal to thy crime. . ae 

ul Will be uot then coufider it ?j Will he not punifh it? 

2 







g The meafure thereof zs longer than the earth, aad 
broader than the fea. 

zo If he cut off,. and fhut up, or gather together, 
then who can hinder him? 

‘11 For he knoweth vain men-: he feeth wickednefs 
alfo; will he not then confider 7#? 

12 For vain man would be wife, though man be born 
like a wild afs’s colt. : ; 

13 If thou prepare thine heart, and flretch out thine 
hands toward him ; : 

14 If iniquity dein thine hand, put it far away, and 
let not wickednefs dwell in thy tabernacles. 

15 For then thalt thon lift up thy face without fpot ; 
yea, thou fhalt be ftedfaft, and fhalt not fear ; 

16 Becaufe thou fhalt forget thy mifery, and remem- 
ber it as waters ¢hat pafs away : 

17 And thine age fhall be clearer than the noonday 3 
thou fhalt fhine forth, thou fhalt be as the morning. 

18 And thou thalt be fecure, becaufe there is hope ; 
yea, thou fhalt dig about thee, and thou fhalt take thy 
reft in fafety. 

19 Alfo thou fhalt lie down, and none thall make 
thee afraid ; yea, many fhall make {uit unto thee. 

zo But the eyes of the wicked fhall fail, and they 
thall not efcape, and their hope /eall be as the giving 
up of the ghoit. 


—_- 


CHAP. XIL 


1 Fob maintaineth himfelf againft his friends that reprove 
him. 7 He acknowledgeth the general doctrine of God’s 
omni potency. 


A ND Job anfwered and faid, 
2 No doubt but ye are the people, and wifdom 
fhall die with you. 

3 But I have underftanding as well as you; I am 
not inferior to you: yea, who knoweth not fuch things 
as thefe? . 

4 Iam as one mocked of his neighbour, who calleth 
upon God, and he anfwereth him: the juft upright 
man is laughed to {corn. 

5 He that is ready to flip with 4s feet is as a lamp 
defpifed in the thought of him that is at eafe. 

6 The tabernacles of robbers profper, and they that 
provoke God are fecure, into whofe hand God bringeth 
abundantly. a , . 

7 But afk now the beafts, and they fhall teach thee ; 


‘and the fowls of the air, and they fhall tell thec: 


8 Or {peak to the earth, and it fhail teach thee : and 
the fifhes of the fea fhall declare unto thee. 

9 Who knoweth not in all thefe that the hand of 
the Lorp hath wrought this? 

10 In whofe hand zs the foul of every living thing, 
and the breath of all mankind. 

11 Doth not the car try words? and the mouth tafte 


his meat ? 
7 12 With 





17 Thine age Yall be clearer, &c.] The reft of thy life shall be 
more glorious than the fun at noonday. 

18 Thou foalt dig about thee, and thou fealt take thy reff in fafety.} 
Thou fhalt dig wells of water, and none fhall difturb thy tents or 
thy flocks. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap, XI. 


From the difcourfe of Zophar we learn, that 2 good man is always 
endued with fostitude; that he fears nothing, he refts fecurely, 
he lies down without being terrified by any one, his heart is fixed, 
trufting in the Lord; by which we fee, that nothing but a life 
devoted to God can render a man happy in this world, and make 
him pafs his time in tranquillity, and without fear. 


"COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XI. 


1 And Fob aafrwered, &c.J He accufes all his three friends of 
entertaining too conceited an opinion of themfelves, which had noe, 
as yet, allowed them to take coimpaflion on the miferable: he alfo 
jets them underftand, that he has no need to come to them to learn, 
but was qualified to inftruét them, and denies the propofition where- 
with Zophar had concluded his fpeech concerning the infelicity of 
the wicked. 

2 No doubt but ye are the people, and wifdon faall die with you. 
This is farcaftically faid: You fancy that you are the only ea 
of fenfe in the world; and that when you are dead, wiflgm will be 
no longer found among the fons of mer. 
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reproveth his friends of partrahty. jo 


12 With the ancient zs wifdom; and in length of 
days underftanding. 

13 With him is wifdom and flrength, he hath coun- 
fel and underftanding. . 

14 Behold, he breaketh down, and it cannot be 
built again : he fhutteth upa man, and there can be no 
opening. 

15 Behold, he withholdeth the waters, and they dry 
up: alfo he fendeth them out, and they overturn the 
earth. 

16 With him is ftrength and wifdom : the deceived 
and the deceiver are his. : 

‘17 He leadeth counfellors away fpoiled, and maketh 
the judges fools. . : 

18 Heloofeth the bond of kings, and girdeth their 
loins with a girdle. 

19 He leadeth princes away {poiled, and overthrow- 
eth the mighty. 

20 He removeth away the fpeech of the trufty, and 
taketh away the underftanding of the aged. 

21 He poureth contempt upon princes, and weaken- 
eth the ftrength of the mighty. ; 

22 He difcovereth deep things out of darknefs, and 
bringeth out to light the fhadow of death. 

23 He encreafeth the nations, and deftroyeth them : 
he enlargeth the nations, and ftraiteneth them agaiz. : 

24 He taketh away the heart of the chief of the 
people of the earth, and caufeth them to wander ina 
wildernefs where there is no way. > 

25 They grope in the dark without light, and he 
maketh them to ftagger like a drunken man. 


CHAP. XII. 


1 Fob reproveth bis friends of partiality. 14 He pro- 
Selfeth his confidence in God, 20 and intreateth to know 
his own fins, and God’s purpofe in afflicting him. 
O, mine eye hath feen all ¢47s, mine ear hath heard 
and underftood it. 
2 What ye know, the fame do I know alfo: I am not 
inferior unto you. . 
3 Surely I would {peak to the Almighty, and I de- 
fire to reafon with God. 
4 But ye are forgers of lies, ye are all phyficians of 
no value, 
5 O that ye would altogether hold your peace ; and 
it fhould be your wifdom. 
6 Hear now my reafoning, and hearken to the plead- 
ings of my lirs. ‘ 
7 Will ye fpeak wickedly for God? and talk deceit- 
fully for him? ; 
8 Will ve accept his perfon? will ye contend for God? 
9 Is it good that he fhould fearch you out? or as one 
man mocketh another, do ye /o mock him? 
10 He will furely reprove you, if ye do fecretly ac- 
cept perfons. 


13 With him is wifdom, &c. That is, with God. . 

. The decetved on the orden are his.) The hypocrify of thofe 
who deceive others, is as well known to him, as the weaknefs of thofe 
who are deceived. ‘ ; 

18 And girdeth their loins avith a girdle. And bindeth them in 
chains, 

22 He difeovereth, &c.] No plot can be fo fecretly carried on 
but he difcovers it, and brings to light that which hath been con- 


ceived in the greateft obfcurity. 

GeweraL Reruecrions on Chap. XII. 

We are hence taught, that God holds in his hand the foul of every 
thing that lives; thae to him belong wifdom and ftrength; that 
no one can refit him ; that he humbles the moft power ul; that, 
when he pleafes, he defeats the wifdom of the wife, and difpofes 
of all men as he fees fit, even of kings, and of whole nations. 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP, XII, 


4 Ye are all phyficians of xo value.) Like unkilful phyficians, 
yeexafperate the difeafes which ye cannot cure. . 

7 BUI ye [peat wickedly for God? &ce] Doth God ftand in need 
of untraths to juttify his proceedings? Cannot he be righteous, un- 
Jefs I he wicked ?., é : 

8 Hill ye accept his perfoz? &c.] Hath he fo little right on his 
Side, that you mutt thew him favour? an 

9 Js it good that be foould fearch you cut? &c.] Will it be to 
vour advantage, think you, that God fhould ftriétly examine all you 


have faid ? 



















B. 


tr Shall not his excellency make you afraid? and 
his dread fall upon you? 

12 Your remembrances are like unto afhes, vour bo- 
dies to bodies of clay. 

13 Hold your peace, Ict me alone, that I may fpeak, 
and let come on me what <ci//. 

14 Wherefore do 1 take my flefh in toy tecth, and 
put my life in mine hand? 

15 Though he flay me, yet will I trnf in him: but 
I will maintain mine own ways before him. 

16 He alfo hall Le wny falvation : for an hypocrite 
fhall not come before him. 

17 Hear diligently my fpeech, and iny declaration 
with your ears. ; 

18 Behold now, I have ordered my caufe; I know 
that I fhall be juftified. 

19 Who zs he that will plead with me? for now, if 
T hold-my tongue, J] fhall give up the ghoft, 

_20 Only do not two things unto me: then will I not 
hide myfelf from thee. 

21 Withdraw thine hand far from me: and let not 
thy dread make me afraid. = 

22 Then call thou, and I will anfwer: or let me 
fpeak, and anfwer thou me. 

23 How many are mine iniquities and fins? make 
me to know my tranfgreflion and my fin. 

24 Wherefore hideft thou thy face, and holdeft me 
for thine enemy ? 

25 Wilt thou break a leaf driven to and fro? and 
wilt thou purfiie the dry ftubble? 

26 For thou writett bitter things againft me, and 
makeft me to poffefs the iniquities of my youth, 

27 Thou putteft my feet alfo in the ftocks, and 
lookeft narrowly unto all my paths; thou fettett a print 
upon the heels of my feet. 

28 And he, as a rotten thing, 
ment that is moth eaten. 


CHAP. XIV. 


' 

1 Fob intreateth God for favour, by the Shortnefs of life, 

and certainty of death. 7 Though life once loft be irre, 

coverable, yet he waiteth for his change. 16 By fin the 
creature is fithject to corruption. 


Mas that is born of a woman is of few days, and 
full of trouble. 

2 He cometh forth like a Hower, and is cut down: 
he fleeth alfo as a fhadow, and continueth not. 

3 And doft thou open thine eyes upon fuch an one, 
and bringeft me into judgment with thee ? 

4 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? 
not one. 

5 Secing his days are determined, the number of his 
months are with thee, thou haft appointed his bounds 
that he cannot pafs; 


confumeth, as a gar- 


6 Turn 


12 Your bodies to bodies of clay.] In the Hebrew it is, Yo the 
backs of clay your backs; which is interpreted by fome, You are 
thrown on your backs, you are foiled in your arguments. 

14 Wherefore do 1 take my flcf2 in my tecth, &c.] What can be 
the reafon of thefe extreme torments which bring me into fuch dif- 
trefs, that, methinks, I could tear my ficfh with my tecth ? 

19 Who is ke that will plead with me? &c.]° The Hebrew runs 
literally thus, Who is he that will litigate the matter with me? for 
Inow I will be filent, and expire: that is, who is he that will bring a 
charge agent me? 

27 Thou fetteft a print upon the heels of my feet.) Alluding pro- 
bably to the punifhment of flaves that ran away, which was, to beat 
them feverely with a battoon on the foles of their feet; this occafioned 
great pain, and often putrefaction of the parts. 


Gewerat Rerinections an Chap. XII 
Though we find from this chapter that Job complained too rafhly 
of his affliQions, yet he gives noble tokens of his faith anil 
piety; teaching us, that in the fharpeil fufferings, thercfore, we 
fhould humble ourfelves before God, fill hope in him, and. be- 
feech him not to correét us in anger, who are but dull and afhes 
before him. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES ox CHAP. XIV. 
5 Seeing bis days are determined, &c.] Vf he were more con§- 
derable than he is, yet fince he can live but to fuch a time as thou 
haft prefixed, beyond which he cannot prolong his days one mo- 


ment, &c. 
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“liphaz reproveth Fob for juftifying himfelf. CHAP. XV. 


Before, 6 Turn from him, that he may reft, till he fhall ac- 
See complifh, as an hireling, his day. 
4 For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that 


it will fprout again, and that the tender branch thereof 


will not ceafe. 

8 Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, 
and the ftock thereof die in the ground ; 

. 9 Yet through the fcent of water it will bud, and 
bring forth boughs like a plant. 

16 Bue man dieth, and wafteth away: yea, man 
giveth up the ghoft, and where is he? 

1t .ds the waters fail from the fea, and the flood 
decayeth and drieth up: 

12 So man lieth down, and rifeth not: till the hea- 
vens be no more, they fhall not awake, nor be raifed 
out of their fleep. 

13 O that thou wouldeft hide me in the grave, that 
thou wouldeft keep me fecret, until thy wrath be paft, 
that thou wouldeft appoint me a fet time, and remem- 
ber me? 

14 If a man die, fhall he live again? all the days 
of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. 

15 Thou fhalt call, and I will anfwer thee: thou 
wilt have a defire to the work of thine hands. 

16 For now thou numbereft my fteps : doft thou not 
watch over my fin? 

17 My tranfgreffion is fealed up in a bag, and thou 
feweft up mine iniquity. 

18 And furely the mountain falling cometh to nought, 
and the rock is removed out of his place. 

19 The waters wear the ftones: thou wafheft away 
the things which grow ouf of the duft of the earth ; and 


thou dettroyeft the hope of man. 
- 20 Thou prevaileft for ever againft him, and he 
paffeth: thou changeft his countenance, and fendeft 


him away. ; 
21 His fons come to honour, and he knoweth z¢ not ; 


and they are brought low, but he perceiveth i not of 


them. 
22 But his flefh upon him fhall have pain, and his 
foul within him fhall mourn. 
: CHAP. XV. 
1 Eliphaz reproveth Fob of impiety in jupifying himfelf. 
17 He proveth by tradition the unquietne/s of wicked men. 
aoe anfwered Eliphaz the Temanite, and faid, 
2 Should a wife man utter vain knowledge, and 
fill his belly with the eaft wind? 


3 Should he reafon with unprofitable talk ? or with 
fpeeches wherewith he can do no good? 


4 Yea, thou cafteft off fear, and reftraineft prayer 


before God. 

5 For thy mouth uttereth thine iniquity, and thou 
choofeft the tongue of the crafty. 

6 Thine own moutb condemneth thee, and not I: 
yea, thine own lips teitify againit thee. 

7 Art thou the firft man that was born ? or waft thou 


made before the hills? 
8 Haft chou heard the fecret of God? and doft thou 


reftrain wifdom to thyfelf? 


7 For there is bopeof a tree, if it be cut down, that it will fprout again, 
&c.] Job meant, that the body would remain in a ftate of corruption 
till the final diffolution of allthings, and then it would be raifed by the 
almighty quickening power of God, when this corruption fhall pur cn 
‘incorruption, and this mortal immortality. 

Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIV. 

The ufe we fhould make of thisdoftrine, is, not to be too fond of life, 
or of this world; to intreat the Lord to pardon our fins, and aifift 
us by his grace; to praife God, that in the gofpel we have the hope 
of a glorious refurrection, a remedy againft the vanity of this lite, 
and death itfelf; and, lafily, that we fhould be attive in the means 
afforded us, to efcape the miferics we are fubje¢t to both here and 
hereafter, and to fecure, by a devotednefs to God, the poffeffion ofa 
better inheritance in heaven. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XV. 


t Then anfavered Eliphaz, &c.]  Eliphaz renews the difpute with 
more warmth and fiercenefs than before; but only urges what he at firft 
afferted, namely, that the wicked only are punifhed by God with 
fuch calamities as had now falten upon Job. _ oe 

4 dnd reftraincf? prayer before God.) By laying afide religion, thou 
difcourageft men from pouring out their prayers before God. 

No. 38. 










The difquictude of wicked ets, 


9 What knoweft thou, that we know not? what un-_ Before 


derfitandeft thou, which 7s not in us? . 
io With us are both the greyheaded and very aged 
men, much elder than thy father. 

11 Are the confolations of God {mall with thee? is 
there any fecret thing with thee? : 

12 Why doth thine heart carry thee away ? and what 
do thy eyes wink at, 

13 That thou turneft thy fpirie againft God, and 
letteit fuch words go out of thy mouth? 

14 What 7s man, that he fhould be clean? and fie 
which is born of a woman, that he fhould be righteous? 

15 Behold, he putteth no truit in his faints ; yea, the 
heavens are not clean in his fight. 

16 How much more abominable and filthy 7s man, 
which drinketh iniquity like water? 

17 I will fhew thee, heat mc; and that «wich I have 
feen I will declare ; 

18 Which wife men have told from their fathers, 
and have not hid i: 

19 Unto whom alone the earth was given, and no 
{tranger paffed among them. 

20 The wicked man travaileth with pain all Ais days, 
and the number of years is hidden to the oppreffor. 

21 A dreadful found 7s in his ears: in profperity 
the deftroyer fhall come upon him. 

22 He believeth not that he fhall return out of dark- 
nefs, and he is waited for of the fword. ; 

23 He wandereth abroad for bread, /zying, Where 
is if? he knoweth that the day of darknefs is ready at 
his hand. . ; eid . 

24 Trouble and anguifh fhall make him afraid ; they 
thall prevail againft him, as aking ready to. the battle. 

26 For he itretcheth out his hand againit God, and 
ftrengtheneth himfelf againft the Almighty. 

26 Herunneth upon him, even on 4is neck, upon 
the thick boffes of his bucklers : 

27 Becaufe he covereth his face with his fatnefs, and 
maketh collops of fat on dis Aanks. 

28 And hedwelleth in defolate cities, azdin houfes 
whi? no man inhabiteth, which are ready to become 

eaps. 

= He fhall not be rich, neither fhall his fubftance 
continue, neither fhall he prolong the perfection there- 
of upon the earth. 

30 He fhall not depart out of darknefs; the fame 
fhall dry up his branches, and by the breath of his 
mouth fhall he go away. 

3i Let not him that is deceived trnft in vanity: for 
vanity fhall be his recompence. 

32 It thall be accomplifhed before his time, and his 
branch fhall not be green. 

He fhall fhake off his unripe grape as the vine, 
and fhall caft off his flower as the olive. 

34 For the congregation of hypocrites /ha// be defo- 
late, and fire fhall confume the cabernacles of bribery. 

35 They conceive mifchief, and bring forth vanity, 


and their belly prepareth deceit. 
CHAP. 


20 The wicked man travaileth with pain, &c.] Is never free from 
inward torments, but all his life-long is in dread of fome greater op- 
preffor than himfelf. 

21 In profperity the defirayer feall come, &c.] In the mott peaceable 
and profperous time, he doth not think himfelf fafe. 

22 He believeth not that be feall return aut of darkneft, &c.] When he 
Hes down, he is afraid that he fhall be killed before morning, &c- 

26 He runneth upon him, &.] God will fuddenly {mite him, be he 
never fo well armed. 

28 He dwelleth in defolate cities, &e.] He poffeffeth cities which he 
hath laid defolate ; and houfes out of which he hath driven the owners, 
whofe dwellings are become ruinous. 

32 Itfhall be accomplifoed before bis time, and his branch foall not be green. ] 
He fhali meet with misfortunes when he little thinks of them ; and fhall 
fee his children, as well as himfelf, wither away. 

Generat Rerusertions on Chap. XV. 


We learn from hence, that if the wicked profper for a time, God at 
length punifhes them even in this life, as they have never any reft 
in their confciences, and the little happinefs they enjoy is inter- 
mixed with the dread of fnture evils: this fhould give us a hatred 
to fin, and a love to holinefs, which only can procure peace and 


happinefs. 
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Fob reproveth his friends of inhumanity. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


a Fob reproveth his friends of unmercifulnefs. 7 He 
Sbeweth the pitifulne/s of his cafe. 17 He maintaineth 
bis innocence. : 

HEN Job anfwered and faid, 

2 I have heard many fuch things: miferable 
comforters are ye all. 

3 Shall vain words have an end? or what embol- 
deneth thee that thou anfwereft ? 

[ alfo could {peak as ye do: if your foul were in 
my foul’s ftead, I could heap up words againft you, and 
fhake mine head at you. 

5 But | would ftrengthen you with my mouth, and 
the moving of my lips fhould aflwage your grief. 

6 Though I fpeak, my grief is not affwaged : and 
though 1 forbear, what am | eafed? 

7 But now he hath made me weary : thou haft made 
defolate all my company. 

8 And thou hath filled me with wrinkles, which is 
a witnels againf? me: and my leannefs rifing up in me 
beareth witnefs to my face. 

9 He teareth mein his wrath, who hateth me: he 
gnafhed upon me with his teeth; mine enemy fharp- 
eneth his eyes upon me. 

to They have gaped upon me with their mouth ; 
“hey have {mitten me upon the cheek reproachfully ; 
they have gathered themfelves together againit me. 

11 God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and 
turned me over into the hands of the wicked. 

12 I was at eafe, but he hath broken me afunder : 
he hath alfo taken me by my neck, and fhaken me to 
pieces, and fet me up for his mark. 

13 His archers compafsme roundabout, he cleaveth 
my reins afunder, and doth not fpare; he poureth out 
my gall upon the ground. 

14 He breaketh me with breach upon breach, he 
runneth upon me like a giant. 

15 1 have fewed fackcloth upon my fkin, and defiled 
my horn in the duft. 

16 My face is foul with weeping, and on my eyelids 
is the fhadow of death; ; 

17 Not for any injuftice in mine hands: alfo my 
prayer is pure. 

18 O earth, cover not thou my blood, and let my 
cry have no place. 

19 Alfo now, behold, my witnefs zs in heaven, and 
my record is on high. ; 

zo My friend {corn me: but mine eye poureth out 
tears unto God. 

21 O that one might plead for a man with God, asa 
tian pleadeth for his neighbour! - 


\ 
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COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


1 Then Fob anfwered, &c.] Job here reproves the vanity and ob- 
flinacy of Eliphaz, in repeating the fame things over again, and till 
perfifting in his inhumanity, though his fufferings called fo much for 
their fy mpathy and commiferation. 

5 But 1 vould firengthen you with my mouth, ) But I abhor the 
thought of fuch treatment, and would not fail to fortify you with the 
peft arguments I canld invent. ; 

7 Thou haft made defolate all my compary.] "Thou haft not ceafed, 
© God, till thou haft left me neither goods, nor children, nor friends 
to comfort me. : 

10 Thty have {mitten me upon the cheek, &c.] Theexpreffion, * {mit- 
ten upon the cheek," in’ feripture, imports the mot contemptuous 
treatment. : 

18 Let my ery have no place.) No place wherein it may lie un- 


Generet RerLrections on Chap. XVI. 


The criminal excefs of Job’s impatience fhould teach us never to mur- 
mur, nor abindon ourfelves to immodefate grief; but rather give 
glory to God, and pafs fentence upon ourfelves, even when he treats 
us with the greateft apparent feverity ; for juft and right is he. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 


1 My breath is corrupt, &c.] My vital {pirits are fpent, the lamp of 
life gives but a glimmering and dying flame, juft fofficient to make vi- 
fible the graves which on every fide are opén to receive is. ~ 

2 Doth wot mine exe continue in their provocation] My mind ind 

2 


JOB. 


22 When a few years are come, then 1 fhall go the 
way whence \ fhall not return. 


CHAP. XVII. 


1 Fob appealeth from men to God. 6 The nnmerciful dealing 
of men with the affi&ed may aftonifh but not difcourage 
the righteous, 11 Fob’s hope is not in life butin death. 


Y breath is corrupt, my days are extinct, the 
graves are ready for me. 

2 re there not mockers with me? and doth not 
mine eye continue in their provocation ? 

3 Lay down now, put me in a furety with thee; 
who is he that will {trike hands with me? 

4. For thou haft hid their heart from underftanding: 
therefore fhale thou not exalt them. 

5 He that fpeaketh flattery to 4s friends, even the 
eyes of his children fhall fail. 

6 He hath made me alfo a byword of the people ; 
and aforetime I was as a tabret. 

7 Mine eye alfo is dim by reafoa of forrow, and all 
my members are as a fhadow. 
_ 8 Upright mez fhall be aftonied at this, and the in- 
nocent fhall ftirup himfelf againft the hypocrite. 

g The righteous alfo fhall hold on his way, and hg 
that hath clean hands fhall be ftronger and ftronger. 

10 But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: 
for I cannot find one wife maz among you. 

11 My days are paft, my-purpofes are broken off, 
even the thoughts of my heart. 

12 They change the night into day: the light ts 
fhort becaufe of darknefs. 

13 If I wait, the grave zs mine houfe: J have made 
my bed in the darknefs. 

14 I have faid to corruption, Thou art my father: 
and to the worm, Thou art my mother, and my fitter. 

15.And where is now my hope? as for my hope, 
who fhall fee it? 

16 They fhall go down to the bars of the pit, when 
our veft together zs in the duft. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


1 Bildad -reproveth Fob of prefumption and impatience. 
5 The calamities of the wicked. 


HEN anfwered Bildad the Shuhite, and faid, 
2 How long will it be ere ye make an end of 
words? mark, and afterwards we will fpeak. 
3 Wherefore are we counted as beafis, and reputed 
vile in your fight? 
4 He teareth himfelf in his anger: fhall the earth 
be forfaken for thee? and fha!l the rock be removed 


out of his place? 
5 Yea, 





thoughts are fo fixed upon your unkind and fharp invectives, that I lofe 
my fleep in the night time. 
3 Who is be that cill firike hands with me.] Let fome perfon of 
eguity undertake for me, who will engage in my behalf to do me juf- 
tice. 

4 Therefore fealt thou not exalt them.] Therefore thou wilt not give 
judgment on their fide. . 

6 dnd aforetime f was as atabret.| An old tranflation has it, And 
I am as a tabret before them, 

8 Upright men foall be aftonied at thit, &c.] _Good men hereafter fhall 
be aftonifhed at the cruel fentence which my friends pafs upon me. 

16 They fhall go down to the bars of the pit, &c.| All thefe hopes 
you fpeak of thall fink down to the bottom of the grave, when you my 
friends, as wellas I, fhall take up your Jodging in the duft. 


GenerAL Rerrections on Chap. XVI. 


From what is here faid concerning the inftability of human friendhhip, 
Iet us efteem it our higheft intercit, as well as duty and privilege, 
to feek and obtain the favour and protection of that God who 
changes not, who is a friend at all times, and whofe mercies endure 
for ever. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XVIIL 


2 Then anfwered Bildad, &c.{ In this chapter Bildad again takes 
up the difpute, but advances nothing new; though he expreffes great 
indignation at the contempt Job had caft on their wifdom, 

4 Shall the earth be forfaken for thee, &. J The LXX., read, If you 
die will the earth be uninhabited ? : 

5 The 


He appealeth to God for his innocence. 


Before 
CHRIST 
1520, 





Fob freweth the greatnefs of his mifery. CHAP. XIX. XX. The belief of a future refurrection. 
ce ee ee 


Before 
CHRIST 
1620. 


§ Yea, the light of the wicked fhall be put out, 
and the fpark of his fire fhall not thine. 

6 The light fhall be dark in his tabernacle, and his 
candle fhall be put out with him. 

__7 The fteps of his ftrength fhall be flraitened, and 
his own counfel fhall caft him down. 

8 For he is caft into a net by his own feet, and he 
walketh upon a fnare. 

9 The gin fhall take bim by the heel, and the robber 
fhall prevail againft him. 

10 The f{nare is laid for him in the ground, anda 
trap for him in the way. 

11 Terrors fhall make him afraid on every fide, and 
thal) drive him to his feet. 

t2 His ftrength fhall be hungerbitten, and deftruc- 
tion /hall be ready at his fide. 

13 It fhall devour the (trength of-the fkin : even the 
firftborn of death fhall devour his ftrength. 

14 His confidence fhall be rooted. out of his taber- 
nacle, and it fhall bring him to the king of terrors. 

15 Ic fhall dwellin his tabernacle, becaule it is none 
of his: brimftone fhall be fcattered upon his habita- 
tion. 

16 His roots fhall be dried up beneath, and above 
fall his branch be cut off. 

17 His remembrance fhall perifh from the earth, 
and he fhall have rio name.in the ftreet. 

18 He fhall be driven from light into darknefs, and 
chafed out of the world. 

19 He fhall neither have fon nor nephew among his 
people, nor any remaining in his dwellings. , 

zo They that come after him fhall be aftonied at his 
day, as they that went before were affrighted. 

21-Surely fuch are the dwellings of the wicked, and 
this zs the place of Jim that knoweth not God. 


CHAP, XIX. 


1 Fob complaining of his friends cruelty, fheweth there is 
nufery enough in him to feed their cruelty. 21 He crav- 
eth pity. 25 He believeth the refurreétion. 


Pee Job anfwered and faid, 
2 How long will ye vex my foul, and break me 
in pieces with words? : 
Thefe ten times have ye reproached me: ye are 
not afhamed that ye make yourfelves ftrange to me. 
4 And be it indeed that I have erred, mine error re- 
maineth with myfelf. 
5 [findeed ye will magnify yourfelves againft me, and 
plead againft me my reproach: 
6 iKnow now that God hath overthrown me, and 
hath compaffed me with his net. 
7 Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: 
I cry aloud, but tere zs no judgment. 





5 The light of the wicked, &.] The glory and happinefs of the 
wicked. 

12 His frength foall be hungerbiter, &c.] He flall pine away 
till he hath no ttrength remaining. 

13 It foall devour the firength of his fein, &c.] Rorttennefs thall cat 
up his bones. 

15 Brimpune foall be Scattered upon bis babitation.] Thunder and 
lightning fhall deftroy his habitation. 

20 us they that went before were affrighted.] As thofe who faw it 
were feized with horror, ; 


Generau Rerrections on Chap, XVII. 


From this oa we are led to confider, that if wicked men enjoy 
profperity for a feafon, it paffes away at laft; that God fends 
forth his judgments upon their perfons, their children, their 
eftates, and all that belong to them, making them an example to 
others: let us therefore be admonifhed to fhun the crooked paths 
of fin which lead to mifery and ruin. 


COMMENTARY arn NOTES on CHAP. XIX, 


1 Then Fob anjwwered, &c.} The purport of this chapter (in 
which Job replics to Bildad) is to fhew that ic would be fufficient for 
him alfo mercly to. report the fame things, as they had done in ten 
difcourfes; and to aggravate their cruelty and want of compaffion to 
him, he adds feveral new things, which made his condition more 
@eplorable than he had hitherto reprefented it; but at the fame time 
he declared that he had now a glimmering hope that Ged woald at 


8 He hath fenced up my way that 1] cannot pafs, and 
he hath fet darknefs in my paths. 

9 He hath ftripped me of my glory, and taken the 
crown from my head. 

10 He deltroyed me on every fide, and I am gone: 
and mine hope hath he removed Itke a tree. 

11 He hath alfo kindled his wrath againft me, and 
he counteth me unto him as one of his enemies. 

12 His troopscome together, and raife up their way 
againft me,.and encamp round about my tabernacle. , 

13 He hath put my brethren far from me, and mine 
acquaintance are verily eftranged from me. 

14 My kinsfulk have failed, and my familiar friends 
have forgotten me. . 

15 They that dwell in mine houfe, and my maids, 
count me for a ftranger: I am an alien in their fight. 

16 I called my fervant, and he gave me no aniwer 3 
Lintreated him with my mouth. 

17 My breath is ftrange to my wife, though I in- 
treated for the children’s /zke of mine own bady. 

18 Yea, young children defpifed me; I arufe, and 
they fpake againit me. 

ig AH my inward friends abhorred me: and they 
whom I loved are turned againft me. 

20 My bone cleaveth to my fkin and to my flefh, 
and I am efcaped with the {kin of my teeth. 

21 Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O ye 
my friends, for the hand of God hath touched me. 

22 Why do ye perfecute me as God, and are not 
fatishied with my fefh? 

23 Oh that my words were now written! oh that 
they were printed in a book! ‘ 

24 That they were graven with an iron pen and lead 
in the rock for ever! ; 

25 ForI know that my redeemer liveth, and that he 
fhall ftand at the latter dzy upon. the earth: 

26 And though after my fkin worms deftroy this 
body, yet in my Hefh fhall I fee God: 

27 Whom I fhall fee for myfelf, and mine eyes fhall 
behold, and not another ; though my reins be confumed 
within me. 

28 But ye fhould fay, Why perfecate we him, feeing 
the root of the matter is found in me? 

29 Be ye afraid of the fword: for wrath bringeth the 
punifhments of the fword, that ye may know ¢here is 
a judgment. 

CHAP. XX. 
Lophar fheweth the fate and porticn of the wicked. 
HEN anfwered Zophar the Naamathite, and faid, 
2 Therefore do my thoughts caufe me to an- 
f{wer, and for this I make hafte. 

3 1 have heard the check of my reproach, and the 
fpirit of my underftanding caufeth me to anfwer. 

4 Knoweft 





laft take pity upon him, and fhew his friends their error, by reftoring 
him to his former health and {plendor, 

10 Lite a tree.) Which is plucked up by the roots. 

20 Lam wfcaped with che fein of my teeth.} AW the fiefh I have left, 
is only my lips to complain with. . 

25 J kucw that my rvedeemer liveth, &c.) _Thefe words certainly 
relate to the refurreétion of the body, anda future judgment. That 
the Jews did believe that the bodies, at leaft of men remarkably pi- 
ous fhould rife again, appears plainly from the tranflation of the lait 
verte of the book of "Yob, according to the LXX, which in their 
verfion runs thus; “ So Job dird, Leing old and full of dayss” butit 
is written, that he fhall rife again with thofe whom the Lord raifes up. 


Generar REFLectTiIoNsS on Chap. XIX. 

‘We hence are taught, that as Job, in the midft of his afflictions, trufted 
in God as his redeemer, fo fhould Chriftians encourage themfelves 
with the fame confideration and on every tial, and even in death 
idfelf; for thefe words of Job fhould raife their minds to a firm 
and joyful hope of a bleifed refurrection to a fife tro come, when 
forrow and fin will be done away for ever. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XX, 


Tt do my thoughts canfe me to aufruer, and far this I make 
afte] Pet Salibesiing the precefation which Job had made of his 
innocence, Zophar goes on in the old common place ityle to {peak 
of the certain downfall of the wicked, be he never fo powerful and 


well fupported. - - 


Before 
CHRIST 
1520. 


Zophar fheweth the portion of the wicked. 


‘Before 
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1520. 


4 Knoweft thou zot this of old, fince man was placed 
upon earth, 

§ That the triumphing of the wicked is fhort, and 
the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment? 

- 6 Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, 
and his head reach unto the clouds; 

- 9 Yet he fhall perifh for ever like his own dung: 
they which have feen him fhall fay, Where zs he? 

8 He fhall fly away as a dream, and fhall not be 
found: yea, he fhall be chafed away as a vifion of the 
night. 

: The eye alfo which faw him fhall fee im no more; 
weither fhall his place any more behold him. 

10 His children fhall feek to pleafe the poor, and 
-his hands fhall reftore their goods. 

1t_ His bones are full of the fin of his youth, which 
fhall lie down with him-in the duft. 

12 Though wickednefs be fweet in his mouth, 
though he hide it under his tongue; 

13 Though he {pare it, and forfake it not; but keep 
it till] within his mouth: 

14 Yet his meat in his bowels is turned, z¢ zs the gall 
of afps within him. 

15 He hath {wallowed down riches, and he fhall vo- 
a them up again: God fhall caft them out of his 

elly. , : 

16 He fhall fuck the poifon of afps: the viper’s 


‘tongue fhall flay him. 


17 He fhall not fee the rivers, the floods, the brooks 
of honey and butter. 

£8 That which he laboured for fhall he reftore, and 
fhall not {wallow it down: according to is fubftance 
J/oall the reftitution be, and he fhall not rejoice therein. 

19 Becaufe he hath oppreffed and hath forfaken the 
poor; ecau/e he hath violently taken away an houfe 
which he builded not ; 

zo Surely he fhall not feel quietnefs in his belly, 
he fhall not fave of that which he defired. 

21 There fhall none of his meat be left ; therefore 
fhall no man look for his goods. 

22 In the fullnefs of his fufficiency he fhall be in 
ftraits: every hand of the wicked fhall come upon him. 

23 When he is about to fill his belly, God fhall caft 
the fury of his wrath upon him, and fhall rain it upon 
him while he is eating. 

24 He fhall flee from the iron weapon, and the bow 
of the fteel fhall {trike him through. 

25 It is drawn, and cometh out of the body; yea, 
the glittering {word cometh out of gall: terrors are 
upon him. 

26 All darknefs /bail be hid in his fecret places: a 
fire not blown fhall confume him ; it fhall go ill with 
him that is left in his tabernacle. 

27 Vhe heaven fhall reveal his iniquity; and the 
earth fhall rife up againft him. 

28 The increate of his haufe fhall depart, and his goods 
fhall fow away in the day of his wrath. 





7 Hefeall perife for ever like bis own dung, &c.] He fhall fall as 
low as the dunghill. 

10 His children foall feck to pleafe the poor, &c.] His children 
fhall have enough to do to pacify the rage of the poor, whom he 
hath oppreffed. 

11 Which feall lie down ewith him in the duff.) He fhall carry 
nothing away with him, when he dies, but his fins. 

17 The brooks of honey and butter.| The LXX more properly read, 
He fhall not fee the milking of his ewes, the food of honey and 
butter. 

24 He faall fice from the iron weapon, and the bow of freel foall 
Strike him -through.| In avoiding a lefs danger, he fhall fall into a 

reater. 

. 26 All davknefs fball be bid in his feeret places.| He fhall find no 
place of retreat and fafeguard wherein to hide himfelf. 

A fire not bleewn.] _Calamities whofe caufes are unknown. 

Lt feall go ill with bin that is left in bis tabernacle.) Ve fhall de- 
flroy all that are in his tabernacle; that is, all the reft of his fa- 
mily.. : 

+ 27 The heaven foall reveal his iniquity, and the earth feall rife up 
aganft him.] The heaven by thunder, lightning or tempeft; thail 

eclare itfelf his enemy; and the carth by wild beafts, or ferpents, 
er fome other way, fhall make war againft him. 









29 This zs the portion of a wicked man from God, 
and the heritage appointed unto him by God. 


CHAP. XXI. 

1 Fob fheweth that even in the judgment of man he hath 
reafon to be grieved. 7 Sometimes the wicked do 
fe profper as they defpife God. 16 Sometimes their de- 
Jfrruction is manife/t. 23 The happy and the unhappy are 
alike in death. 

U T Job anfwered and faid, 
2 Hear diligently my fpeech, and let this be 

your confolations. é 
3 Suffer me that I may fpeak; and after that I have 

fpoken, mock on. 

4 As for me, is my complaint to man? and if i 
were fo, why fhould not my {pirit be troubled ? 

5 Mark me, and be aftonithed, and lay your hand 
upon your mouth. 

6 Even when I remember I am afraid, and trem- 
bling taketh hold on my Aeth. 

7 Wherefore do the wicked live, become old, yea, 
are mighty in power? 

8 Their feed is eftablifhed in their fight with them, 
and their offspring before their eyes. 

9 Their houfes are fafe from fear, neither zs the rod 
of God upon them. 

To ‘Their bull gendercth, and faileth not; their cow 
calveth, and cafteth not her calf. : 

11 They fend forth their little ones like a flock, and 
their children dance. 

12 They take the timbrel and harp, and rejoice at 
the found of the organ. 

13 They fpend their days in wealth, and in a mo- 
ment go down to the grave. 

14 Therefore they fay unto God, Depart from us; 
for we defire not the knowledge of thy ways. 

15 What 7s the Almighty, that we fhould ferve him? 
and what profit fhould we have, if we pray unto him? 

16 Lo, their good 7s not in their hand: the counfel 
of the wicked is far from me. 

17 How oft is the candle of the wicked put out? and 
Low oft cometh their deftruétion upon them? Ged dif- 
tributeth forrows in his anger. 

18 They are as ftubble before the wind, and as 
chaff that the {torm carrieth away. 

19 God layeth up his iniquity for his children: he 
rewardeth him, and he fhall know 7#. 

20 His eyes fhall fee his deftru€tion, and he fhall 
drink of the wrath of the Almighty. 

21 For what pleafure 4ath he in his houfe after him, 
when the number of his monthsis cut off in the midit? 

22 Shall anxy teach God knowledge? feeing he judg- 
eth thofe that are high. 

23 One dieth in his full ftrength, being wholly at 
eafe and quiet. 

24 His breafts are full of milk, and his bones are 
moiftened with marrow. 

25 And 





General REFLECTIONS on Chap. XX. 

From the preceding chapter is inculcated this falutary advice, 
namely, that we fhould never place our happinefs in the poffeffion 
of the advantages and good things of this world, but look for it 
only in the fear and favour of the Lord; and in that holinef:, 
which alone can beftow upon us folid happinefs both in this life, 
and when time fhall be no more. 

COMMENTARY arb NOTES ow Chap. XXI. 

1 But Fob anfavered, &C.} Yo bring the difpute to a fpeedier 
iffue, -Job (after a fhort objurgatory preface) does not any longer 
content himfelf with merely denying what they had faid, but fhews 
them wherein the fallacy of their reafoning lay, namely, in draw- 
ing univerfal conclufions from particular propofitions ; and he main- 
tains, that the proceedings of Providence, with regard to the punifh- 
ment of the wicked in this world, are various, and, confequently, 
that no general rule can be drawn from thence. 

13 In a moment go down to the grave.] “Vhey do not lie long lan- 
guifhing on a bed of ficknefs or pain, but go eafily and fuddenly to 


- their grave. 


16 Lo their good is not in their hands. the counfel of the wicked is 
Jar from me.) ‘They cannot make themfelves rich and_profperous 
without God; and therefore far beft for me to join with them in 


their impiety. oe 
28 Pea, 


JOB. Fob fheweth that therr lot is not always equal. 
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. Before 


25 And another dieth in the bitternefs of his foul, 


CHRIST 144 never eateth with pleafure. 


IGZO» 


26 They fhall lie down alike in the duit, and the 
worms fhall cover them. : a 

27 Behold, I know your thoughts, and the devices 
which ye wrongfully imagine againft-me. . 

28 For ye fay, Where 7 the houfe of the prince? 
and where are the dwelling places of the wicked? 

29 Have ye not afked them that go by the ‘way? 
and do ye not know their tokens, : 

30 That the wicked is referved to the day of deftruc- 
tion? they fhall be brought forth to the day of wrath. 
_ 3t Who fhall declare his way to his face? and who 
fhall repay him wat he hath done? 

32. Yet hall he be brought to the grave, and {hall 
remain in the tomb. 

33 The clods of the valley fhall be {weet unto him, 
and every man fhall draw after him, as there are innu- 
merable before him. 

34 How then comfort ye mein vain, feeing in your 
aniwers there remaineth falfhood? 


CHAP. XXII. ,, 


1 Eliphaz foeweth that man’s goodnefs projiteth not God. 
5 He aceufeth Fob of divers fins. 21 He exborteth him 
to repentance, with promifes of mercy. 

one Eliphaz the Temanite anfwered and faid, 

e Can aman be profitable unto God, as he that 
is wife may be profitable unto himfelf? 

3 Js it any pleafure to the Almighty, that thou art 
righteous? or zs 7¢ gain fo dim, that thou makeft thy 
ways perfect ? ia . 

4 Will hereprove thee for fear of thee? will he enter 
with thee into judgment ? - 

s Is not thy wickednefs great ? and thine iniquities 
infinite ? Lo 

6 For thou haft taken a pledge from thy brother 
for nought, and ftripped the naked of their clothing. 

7 Thou haft not given water to the weary to drink, 
and thou haft withholden bread from the hungry. | 

8 But as for the mighty man, he had the earth; and 
the honourable man dwelt in it. 

Thou haf fent widows away empty, and the arms 
‘of the fatherlefs have been broken. : 

10 Therefore fnares are round about thee, and fud- 
den fear troubleth thee ; 

yi Or darknefs, ¢+et thou canft not fee: and abun- 
dance of waters cover thee. 

12 /y not God in the height of heaven ? and behold 
the height of ftars, how high they are! 





28 Ye fay, Where is the houfe of the prince ? and where are the davelling 


places of the wicked ?\ 1 hear you fay within yourfelves, What is be- 
come of the houfeof Job, who lived like a prince ? What difference is , 


there between him and thoje wicked men whofe dwelling places are 
deftroyed? 
31 Who foall declare bis way to his face? &c.] The wicked are fo 
bold, that none dare reprove them. 
How ther comfort ye we in vain, Jeeing in your anfwers there remain~ 
«th falfoood? | Flow ill then do ye difcharge the office of comforters, 
whote anfwers have fo little truth in them? 


Gewerat Rerrectrions on Chap. XXI. 


The ufe we are to draw from hence, is, that as profperity is not 
always a mark of God’s favour; nor adverfity, of his anger; fo 
we are to look for the punithment of the wicked, and the true re- 
ward of the righteous, from the internal ftate of each; and etpe- 
cially in what fhall happen to them after this tranfitory life is ended. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XXIL. 


1 Then Elithaz the Temanite aufwered, &¢.] By this reply of Eliphaz, 
it feems that he was neither able to confute Job’s argument, nor indred 
had attended to the fcope of ir, but had miftaken him, and imagined 
that he had accufed the divine Providence of injuftice, in fuffering the 
wicked to profper, and the righteous to be affli€ted. 

6 For thou haft taken a pledge, &C.] Eliphaz had no proof that Job 
had committed any fuch fault; bur only fuppofes that he had been 
guilty of fome or of all the fins he here enumerates. 

8 As for the mighty man, he bad the carth, &c.] As for the great and 
powerful, all thy eftate was at his fervice. 

13 Or darknefi, that thou canff not fee3 and. abundance of waters 
ae thee.) Blindnefs prevents thy feeing how God hath propor- 

oO. 38. 


. 13 And thou fayeft, How doth God know? can he 
Judge through the dark cloud? ae es ; 
. 14 Thick clouds are a covering to him, that he feeth 
nor; and he walketh in the circuit of heaven. i 
15 Haft thou marked the old way which wicked men 
have trodden? . hee it 
, 16 Which were cut down out of time, whofe foun- 
dation was overflown with a flood: . - : 
. 117 Which faid unto God, Depart from us: 
can the Almighty doforthem? .. ; 
18 Yet he iillec their houfes with good things: but 
the counfel of the wicked is far from me. 

19 The righteous fee zt, and are glad: and the in- 
nocent Jaugh them to fcorn. : 

20 Whereas our fubftance is not cut down, but the 
remnant of them the fire confurmeth. 

21 Acquaint now thyfelf with him, and be at peace: 
thereby good fhall come unto thee. ‘ 

22 Receive, I pray thee, the law from his mouth, 
and lay up his words in thine heart. 

23 If thou return to the Almighty, thou fhalt be 
buile up, thon fhalt put away iniquity far from thy 
tabernacles. . 

24 Then fhalt thou Jay up gold as duft, and the 
gold of Ophir as.the ftones of the brooks. Ad 

25 Yea, the Almighty fhall bethy defence, and thou 
fhalt have plenty of filver. 

26 Vor then fhalt thou have thy delight in the Al- 
mighty, and fhalt lift upthy face unto God. 

27 Thou fhalt make thy ptayer unto him, and he 
fhall hear thee, and thou fhalt pay thy vows. $ 

28 Thou fhalt alfo decree a thing,.and it fhall be 
eftablifhed unto thee: and the light dhall fhine upon 
thy ways. ae 

29 When mez are caft down, then thou fhalt fay, 
There is lifting up; and he fhall fave the humble perfon. 

30 He fhall deliver the ifland of the innocent: and 
it is delivered by the purenefs of thine hands. 


CHAP. XXUI. 


1 Job longeth to appear before God, 6 in confidence of his 
mercy, 8 God, who is invifible, obferveth our ways. 
it Job's innocency. 13 God’s decree is immutable. 


ae Job anfwered and faid, ; 
2 Even to day #s my complaint bitter: my 
ftroke is heavier than my groaning. 
3g Oh that I knew where I might find him! that I 
might come even to his feat ! 
4. | would order my caufe before him, and fill my 
mouth with arguments. 


and what 


5 1 





tioned the punithment to thy crimes; and the depth of thy afflictions 
wherein thou ast plunged, hath quite taken away all fenfe from thee. 

13 Thou Jaye, How doth God know? &c.] Perhaps thou fan- 
cief’, thar becaufe God is fo high, he regards not what is done here 
below. 

15 Haft thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden ?} 
Haft thou forgotten the path follewed by the atheiftical inhabitants 
of the old world, who ran licentioufly into all manner of wicked- 
nefs ? . 

20 Whercas our fubfiance is not cut down, &c.] Whereas we who 
believe God’s c1re and providence, are untouched in our eftates. 

28 Thou fealt alfo decree a thing, and it fhall be eftablifoed unto thee, 
&c.} Thou fhale accomplifi wharfoever thou defigneft. 

29 When men are caf down, then thou fbalt fay, There is lifting up, 
&c.] Thou fhalt pray to God alfo to lift up others who are in a lew 
condition. 


Generar Rertections on Chap. XXII. 

Thefe inftrations flow from this chapter: ‘That man cannot be pro- 
fitable to God though he does never fo much good, but that himfelf 
reaps the advantage: that the condu& of God, and the ways of his 
providence, are always righteous, in whatfoever he fuffers to befal 
the good, or the wicked, and their pofterity : and that when finners 
fly to the mercy of God in Chrift, and ferioufly repent of their evil 
ways, he puts a ftop to his wrath, and lets them fee the effeéts of his 
love and favour. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XXII. 


1 Then Fob anfwered, &c.] Job then appeals to God, by whom he 
defires, more earneftly than ever, to be tried; being fatished that he 
fhould be acquitted at his equitable tribunal. ; 

5% 6 Will 


Eliphaz chargeth Fob with divers fins. CHAP. XXIV. XXIII. Fob longeth to appear before God. 
a 
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Wicked men often go unpunifhed here. 
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5 I would know the words which he would anfwer 
me, and underftand what he would fay unto me. 

6 Will he plead againft me with Ais great power? 
No; but he would put /rength in me. 

7 There the righteous might difpute with him ; fo 
fhould I be delivered for ever from my judge. 

8 Behold, I go forward, but he zs not ¢here; and 
backward, but J cannot perceive him: 

9 On the Icft hand, where he doth work, but I can- 
not behold /im: he hideth himfelf on the right hand, 
that I cannot fee Lim: 

1o But he knoweth the way that [ take: when he 
hath tried me, I fhall come forth as gold. 

11 My foot hath held his f{teps, his way have I kept, 
and not declined. 

12 Neither have I gone back from the command- 
ment of his lips; I have efteemed the words of his 
mouth more than my neceflary food. 

13 But he is in one mmd, and who can turn him? 
and what his foul defireth, even that he doeth. 

14 For he performeth ¢he thing thaé is appointed for 
me: and many fuch ¢hings are with him. 

15 Therefore am I troubled at his prefence: when 1 
coniider, J am afraid of him. 

16 For God maketh my heart foft, and the Al- 
mighty troubleth me: 

17 Becaule I was not cut off before the darknefs, 
neither hath he covered the clarknefs from my face. 

CHAP. XXIV. 
1 Wickedne/s goeth often unpunifbed. 17 There ts a fecret 
judgment for the wicked. 
HY, feeing times are not hidden from the Al- 
mighty, do they that know him not fee his days? 

2 Some remove the landmarks; they violently take 
away flocks, and feed thereof. 

3 hey drive away the afs of the fatherlefs, they 
take the widow’s ox for a pledge. 

4 They turn the needy out of the way : the poor of 
the earth hide themfelves together. 

$ Behold, as wild affes in the defert, go they forth 
to their work; rifing betimes for a prey: the wilder- 
nefs yieldeth food for them and for their children. 

6 ‘Lhey reap every one his corn in the field: and they 
gather the vintage of the wicked. 

7 They caufe the naked to lodge without clothing, 
that they bave no covering in the cold. 

8 They are wet with the fhowers in the mountains, 
and embrace the rock tor want of a fhelter. 

g They pluck the fatherlefs from the breaft, and 
take a pledge of the poor. 

10 They caufe 4m to go naked without clothing, 
and they take away the fheat from the hungry ; 





6 Will be plead again? me with his great power ? No; but be would 
pit flrength in me.] Jould he only plead his power, as his reafon for 
this treatment of me, and fay, Becaufe 1 am God, I will act thus? 
No, he would rather, of his mercy, employ his power to fupport me. 

10 But he knorweth the way that I take, &C.] God knows the whole 
courfe of my life; and when he hath proved me by thefe afflictions, I 
doubt not I thal] be cleared from thefe imputations which you lay upon 
me. 

13 But be is iz one mind, &c.| He fteadily purfues his purpofe, 
nor can any other divert him trom it, or hinder it from being ful- 
filled. 

17 Becaufe I was not cut of, &c.] Stili he keeps me alive under all 
thefe evils which I endure, and will not let mz have the favour to die 
by that hand which {trikes me fo feverely. 

Generat RerrectTionson Chap. XXIIL 
In order to judge rightly of what Job fays in this chapter, and elfe- 
where, when he calls God to witnefs his integrity, and thar he was 
willing to be judged by the Lord himfelf; we muft not underftand as 
if he pretended to be innocent in all refpects before God (for in our- 

felves we are all guilty finners}, but chat he had the teltimony of a 

good confcience, and an upright heart. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXIv. 


t Why, Seeing times are not didden, &c.J But to anfwer a little what 
you have fo often ufferted, if, as you maintain, the Almighty’s puaifh- 
ment of the wicked is fo vifible, why do not the truly virtuous tee and 
acknowledge thefe open judgments? 

3 


J OB. 


Bildad afferteth God's fovereignix, 


ee en aa 


11 Which make oil within their walls, and tread their Before 


wineprefles, and fufler thirf. 

x12 Men groan from out of the city, and the foul of 
the wounded crieth out: yet God layeth not folly ta 
them. 

13 They are of thofe that rebel againft the light ; 
they know not the ways thereof, nor abide in the paths 
thereof. 

14 The murderer rifing with the light killeth the 
poor and needy, and in the night is as a thief, 5 

15 The cye alfo of the adulterer waitech for the twi- 
Bene, faying, No eye fhall fee me: and difguifech ds 

ace. 

16 In the dark they dig through houfes, which they 
had marked for themfelves in the daytime : they know 
not the light. 

17 For the morning 7s to them even as the fhadow 
of death: if one know them, they are inthe terrors of 
the fhadow of death. 

18 He zs fwift as the waters; their portion is curfed 
in the earth: he beholdeth not the way of the vineyards. 

19 Drought and heat confume the fnow waters: /@ 
doth the grave thofe which have finned. 

20 The womb fhall forget him; the worm fhall feed 
{weetly on him ; he fhall be no more remembered ; and 
wickednefs fhall be broken as a tree. 

21 He evil entreateth the barren ¢hai beareth not: 
and doeth not good to the widow. 

22 He draweth alfo the mighty with his power: he 
raifeth up, and no man is fure of life. 

23 Though it be given him /o be in fafety, whereon 
he refteth; yet his eyes are upon their ways. 

24 Fhey are exalted for a little while, but are gone 
and brought low ; they are taken out of the way as all 
other, and cut off as the tops of the ears of corn. 

25 And if i# de not /fonow, who will make mea 
liar, and make my fpeech nothing worth. 

CHAP. XXV. 
Bildad foeweth that man cannot be jupified before God. 
HEN anfwered Bildad the Shuhite, and fatd, 
2 Dominion and fear are with him, he maketh 
peace in his high places. 

3 Is there any number of his armies? and upon 
whom doth not his light arife? 

4 How then can man be juftified with God? or 
how can he be clean tat 7s born of a woman? 

5 Behold even to the moon, and it fhineth not: yea, 
the {tars are not pure in his fight. 

6 How much lefs man, that isa worm; andthe fon 
of man, which is a worm ? 


CHAP. XXVI. 
1 Fob reproving the uncharitable fpirit of Bildad, § ac- 


hnowledaeth 





§ Beboid, as wild affes in the defert, &c.} Part of this chapter (partir 
cularly this and the following verfes) feem to allude to the wild Arabs, 
whofe profeffion is rapine, and yet they profper by it. 

18 He is fwift as the waters, &e.] To this fet ot wicked men al- 
ready inftanced, we may alfo add the pirate, who robs upon the fea, 
and defpifes the Jabour of thofe who plant vineyards, 

Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. XXIV. 

‘The defign of this chapter is, to fhew (as before) thatit is avery falfe 
and dangerous fentiment to believe that men are innocent and accept 
able to God, becaufe they are happy in this world; or to pronounce 
them guilty, becaufe they are unhappy ; for God will atthe lalt-diy 
render to all men according to their works, and there is no refpedct of 
perfons with him. 

COMMENTARY axvd NOTES on CHAP. NXV. 

1 Then anfevered Bildad. &¢.]  Bildad, unable to refute what Job 
had faid, advifes him to fpeak more reverently of God. 

5. 6 Behold even ta the mmx, &c.) So inconceivably holy is the 
Lord of hofts, that he fees defilement even in the brightefs of the fir- 
mament. How defpicable then is man, who in his fallen ftate is as a 
worm, that delights in putrefaction ! 

Genera Rerescrions on Chap, XXV. 


We learn from this chapter, that che power of God is infinite; that 
he is perfe@ly righteous and holy; and chat man, being impure, 
cannot jultify himfelf before him; we fhould therefore humble 
ourfelves in his prefence, and patiently fubmit to all his difpen- 


fations. 
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Fob's refolution to maintain his innocence. CHAP. XXVII. XXVIII. Knowledge of natural things. 
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knowledgeth the power of God to be infinite and un- 
- fearchable. 
UT Job anfwered and faid, 
2 How haft thou helped him that is without 
power? ow faveft thou the arm ‘hat hath no ftrength? 
How haft thou counfelled im that bath no wif- 
dom? ang Aow haft thou plentifully declared the thing 
as itis? 

4 To whom haft thou uttered words? and whofe 
fpirit came from thee? 

"5 Dead things are formed from under the waters, and 
the inhabitants thereof. 

6 Hell 7s naked before him, and deftruction hath 
no covering. 

7 He ftretcheth out the north over the empty place, 
and hangeth the earth upon nothing. 

8 He bindeth-up the waters in his thick clouds; and 
the cloud is not rent under them. 

9 He holdeth back the face of his throne, and 
f{preadeth his cloud upon it. 

10 He hath-compaiffed the waters with bounds, until 
the day and night come to an end. 

11 The pillars of heaven tremble and are aftonifhed 
at his reproof. 

12 He divideth the fea with his power, and by his 
underitanding he fmiteth through the proud. 

13 By his {pirie he hath garnifhed the heavens ; his 
hand hath formed the crooked ferpent. 

14 Lo, thefe are parts of his ways: but how little a 
portion is heard of him? but the thunder of his power 
who can underfland ? 

CHAP. XKVIL 
1 Fob protefeth bis fircerity. 8 The hypocrite is without 
hope. 11 The blefings which the wicked have are turned 
mnto curfes. 
EEE Job continued his 
aid, 

2 ds God liveth, whohath taken away my judgment; 
and the Almighty, cso hath vexed my foul; 

3 All the while my breath 7s in me, and the fpirit of 
God is in my notftrils ; 

4 My lips fhall not fpeak wickednefs, nor my tongue 
utter deceit. 

5 God forbid that I fhould juftify you: till I die I 
will not remove mine integrity from me. 

6 My righteoufnefs I huid fat, and will not Ict it 
go: my heart thall not reproach me fo long as I live. 


parable, and 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. XXVIL. 
x But Fob anfwered, &¢.| Job derides Beldad’s great affeétation of 
w.fdom, and thews that his difcourfe was equally mean and imperti- 


nent. 

2, 3,4 How haj? thow, &c.] The LXX icem to give thefe verfes 
a more emphatical meaning than our tranilution. 2 On whofe fide 
doit thou ftand to help him? Is it not on his who has a great ftrength 
and a powerful arm? 3 Whom haft thou counfelled, but him who 
has all wifdom? Whofe follower wilt thou be ? Wilt thou not be his 
who has the greateft power? 4 For whom haft thou uttered wards ? 
For him whofe breath it is that comes out of thee? 

5. Dead things are formed from under the waters, &c.] The Vulgate 
reads, The giants groan from under the waters, &c. Shall the Re- 
phaim or manes of the giants be brought forth again from under the 
waters, with which they were overwhelmed at the flood? Or thofe 
wicked fouls (giants in wickednefs) thar have been fince gathered to 
their aflembly ? 

9 He holdeth back the face of his throne, &c.] The clouds hide from 
our fight the heavens, which are called his throne. 

11 Lhe pillars of heaven, &c.] The high mountains are beautifully 
called the pillars of heaven. 

12 He pmiteth through the proud.| The proud waves: an old tranfla- 
tion renders it, He imiteth the pride thereof. 

13 Tbe crooked ferpent.| By « the crooked ferpent” is mieant the 
celeltial jign called tne great dragon. 


Generar ReFlrectrons on Chap. XXVI. 


We are taught from hence, that we ought not to find fault with the 
works of God, or pry too curioufly into his ways; but reft fatisfied 
that hé does all things wifely and righteoufly, humbly fubmit to his 

- will, and acknowledge his goodnefs towards us. 


COMMENTARY asp NOTES ow CHAP. XXVIL 


-% His parable, &c.] Tae-word rendered ‘* parable” fignifies an 
ingenious and elegant dentence or fpecch : it here denotes that Job pro- 













rifeth up againft me as the unrighteous. 

8 For what 7s the hope of the hypocrite, though he 
hath gained, when God taketh away his foul ? 
se 9 wl God hear his ery when trouble cometh upon 

im? 

10 Will he delight himfelf in the Almighty? will 
he always call upon God? 

11 I will teach you by the hand of God: ¢hat which 
is with the Almighty will I noc conceal. 

12 Behold, all ye yourielves have feen it: why then 
are ye thus altogether vain? 

13 This zs the portion of a wicked man with God, 
and the heritage of oppreffors, wich they fhall receive 

of the Almighty. 
| 14 If his children be multiplied, 7 is for the-fword: 
and his offspring fhall not be fatisfied with bread. 
f 15 Vhofe that remain of him fhall be buried in 
death: and his widows fhall not weep. 

16 Though he heap up filver as the duft, and pre. 
pare raiment as the clay ; 

} 17 He may prepare ¢t, but the juft fhall put 7 on, 
and the innocent fhall divide the filver. 

18 He buildeth bis houfe as a moth, and as a booth 
fhat the keeper maketh. 

19 The rich man fhall lic down, but he fhall not be 
gathered : he openeth his eyes, and he 7s not. 

20 Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempett 
ftealeth him away in the night. 

2t Theeaft wind carrieth him away, and hedeparteth: 
and as a ftorm hurleth him out of his place. 

22 For God fhall caft upon him, and not fpare: he 
would fain flee out of his hand. 
§ 23 Men fhall clap their hands at him, and fhall hifs 

him out of bis place. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 
i There is a knowledge of natural things. 12 But wifdom 
san excelent gift of God. 
URELY there is a vein tor the filver, and a place 
for gold cere they fine it. 

2 Iron is raken out cf the earth, and brafs 7s molten 
out of the fl.-ne. ; 

3 He fetteth an end to darknefz, and fearcheth out 
y all perfeétion: the ftoncs of darknefs, and the fhadow 
f of death. 

f 4 The flood breaketh out from the inhabitant ; ever 
i the waters for: :n of the foot: they are driedup, they 


f are gone away fic nica, 
5 As 











! cceded in a triumphant way of fpzech, like ove svho had filenced his 
f opponents, and had the better of his argument. 

2 Who hath taken away ry judginert, &.) Han fo forely affligted 
# me, that men cannot judge of my integrity, for they judge only by 
outward appearance. ; 

5 God ferbi? that I foould juftify you, Sec.) Never hope that I will 
yield to your apinion, which } know to he fulfe. he 

10 Will be always call upon God ?] Vill he vot defpair of protec- 
# tion, and therefore ceafe to cal] upon his Maker ? 

18 He buildeth his howe as amoth, &c.] He buildeth a magnificent 
edifice, ont of which he is as eafily fhaken as a moth out of a gar- 
ment. 
19 The rich man foall lie down, &e.J "The wicked rich man fhall 
f dic; but thall not be gathered to the aflembly of pious and good fouls ; 

he openeth his cyes in the other world, and finds himfelf quite loft and 


if miferable. 


i 
4 GeneraL Rerrections on Chap. XXVIII. 
§ The vilible marks of God’s juftice towards the wicked, here exhibited 
to our view, fhould ferve 10 draw us from injuftice, covetoufnets, 
pride, and tne love of the world, to the praétice of picty and vir- 
tue. 
j COMMENTARY axpv NOTES ox CHAP. XXVIIL 
i 1 Surely there is a vein for the filver, &c.] Une defign of Job here, 
A is, to ttop the buly enquiry of mankind, who are very wife in other 
§ | taings, bat hive not wit enough to comprehend the reafons why God 
3] does nor indi@ tholé punith.ncnts upon all wicked men, which falls 
upon fone. 
3 He fetterh an cad 1a darinch, 
darknels, und of the thadow of d 
it were, for gold and precious Hones. ; . 
4 The foot, Sc.) A food breaxs out fom fome neighbouring place, 
and diflurbs the mines ; but by the hard labour of man they are drained, 
: 


and leave the place dry agri. 





j _ fis fearcheth out the ttore of 


3 he «igs into another world, as 
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7 Let mine enemy be as the wicked, and he that ee 
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5 As for the earth, out of it cometh bread: and under 
it is turned up as it were fire. 

6 The ftones of it are the place of fapphires: and 
it hath duft of gold. . 

7 There is a path which no fowl knoweth, and which 
the vulture’s eye hath not feen: 

8 The lion’s whelps have not trodden it, nor the 
fierce lion paffed by it. 

9 He putteth forth his hand upon the rock; he over- 
turneth the mountains by the roots. 

io He cutteth out rivers among the rocks; and his 
eye feeth every precious thing. 

11 He bindeth the floods from overflowing; and the 
thing that ts hid bringeth he forth to light. 

12 But where fhall wifdom be found ? and where ts 
the place of underftanding? 

13 Man knoweth not the price thereof; neither is it 
found in the land of the living. 

14 The depth faith, It zs notin me: and the fea 
faith, 7¢ is not with me. 

15 It cannot be gotten for gold, neither fhall filver 
be weighed for the price thereof. 

16 It cannot be valued with the gold of Ophir, with 
the precious onyx, or the fapphire. 

17 The gold and the cryital cannot equal it: and 
the exchange of it /ball not be for jewels of fine gold. 

18 No mention fhall be made of coral, or of pearls: 
for the price of wifdom zs above rubies. 

19 The topaz of Ethiopia fhall not equal it, neither 
thal} it be valued with pure gold. 

20 Whence then cometh wifdom ? and where is the 
place of underftanding? 

21 Seeing it is hid from the eyes of all living, and 
kept clofe from the fowls of the air. 

22 Dettruétion and death fay, We have heard the 
fame thereof with our ears. 

23 God underftandeth the way thereof, and he 
knoweth the place thereof. ° 

24 For hedooketh to the ends of the earth, and fecth 
under the whole heaven ; 

25 To make the weight for the winds; and he 
weigheth the waters by meafure. 

26 When he made a decree for the rain, and a way 
for the lightning of the thunder: 

27 Then did he fee it, and declare it; he prepared 
it, yea, and fearched it out. 

28 And unto man he faid, Behold, the fear of the 
Lorp, that 7s wifdom ; and to depart from evil 7s un- 


derftanding. 
CHAP. XXIX. 
Job bemoaneth himfelf of his former profperity and honour. 





5. 4s for the carth, out of it cometh bread, &c.] Corn and herbs are 
Brodured on its furface, and in its bowels are found fulphar, naphtha, 

c. 

9 He putteth ferth his band upon the rock, Sc.) He digs through the 
hardeft rocks, and undermines the mountuins, to find the treafure hid 
in their bowels, 

_ 10 He cutteth out rivers, Sc.| If he meet with waters which obftrué 
his work, he cuts a channel through the rock, to divert their courfe, 
and never refts till he hath difcovered every thing that may requite his 
pains. 

12 But avbere fhall wvifdom be found ? &c.] How fuccefsful foever 
gnan may be in thefe refearches, he muft not think to comprehend the 
myfteries of Providence. 

13 dan kucweth not the price thereof, &c.] It is not to be pur- 
chafed, 

\ 22 Deftruction and death fay, &c.] The meaning is, We have fome- 
thing relating to this queftion handed down to us by tradition from our 
forefathers, who are now dead. 

28 dnd unto man he faid, Bebold, &c.) He imprinted this fenfe upon 
the mind of man, that he ought to be an humble adorer, and not a cen- 
furer of his fecret wifdom. 


Grenerrapv ReFLecTions on Chap. XXVIII. 


We may gather from hence, that wifdom is a moft precious thing: that 
God alone is the author of true wifdom, which he gives to all that 
feek it of him aright, with zeal, humility, and faith; and that it 
does not confift in knowing all the werks of God; but what he has 
revealed, and as much as is neceffary for our happinefs and an ac- 
quaintance with the author of our being. 

I 


s wifdom placed beyond the reach of man. JOB. 





CEEOVEE Job continued his parable, and 
aid, : : 

2 Oh that I were as zz months patt, as iz the days 
when God preferved me ; 

3 When his candle fhined upon my head, and when 
by his light I walked through darknefs ; 

4 As 1] was in the days of my youth, when the fecret 
of God was upon my tabernacle ; 

5 When the Almighty was yet with me, chen my 
children were about me; 

6 When I wafhed my fteps with butter, and the reck 
poured me out rivers of oil; 

7 When I went out to the gate through the city, 
when I prepared my feat in the ftreet ! 

8 The young men faw me, and hid themfelves: and 
the aged arofe, and ftood up. 

9g The princes refrained talking, and laid ¢4err hand 
on their mouth. ‘ 

10 The nobles held their peace, and their tongue 
cleaved to the roof of their mouth. 

1t When the ear heard me, then it bleffed me; and 
when the eye faw me, it gave witnefs tome: 

12 Becanfe I delivered the poor that cried, and the 
fatherlefs, and Aim that bad none to help him. 

13 The blefling of him that was ready to perifh 
came upon me: and I caufed the widow’s heart to fing 
for joy. 

14 I put on righteoufnefs, and it cloathed me: my 
judgment was as a robe and a diadem. 

15 I was eyes to the blind, and feet zas Ito the 
lame. 

16 I was a father to the poor: and the canfe which 
I knew not IJ fearched out. 

17 And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and plucked 
the fpoil out of his teeth. 

18 When I faid, I fhall die in my neft, and I fhall 
multiply my days as the fand. 

tg My root was fpread out by the waters, and the 
dew lay all night upon my branch. 

20 My glory was frefh in me, and my bow was re- 
newed in my hand. 

21 Unto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept 
filence at my counfel. 

22 After my words they fpake not again; and my 
fpeech dropped upon them. 

23 And they waited for me as for the rain ; and they 
opened their mouth wide as for the latter rain. 

24 If 1 laughed on them, they believed 7 not; and 
the light of my countenance they caft not down. 

25 I chofe out their way, and fat chief, and dwelt as 
aking in thearmy, as one t/at comforteth the mourners. 

CHAP. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXI1X. 


1 Moreover Fob continued, &c.] Job reminds his friends with what 
reverence his fpeeches were formerly received, wifhing that God would 
reftore him to thofe happy days, as he never abufed his power, but al- 
ways employed it in defence of the poor and friendlefs from oppreffion, 
and in forcing the wicked to reftore what they had violently extorted. 

4 When the feeret of God was upen my tabernacle.| When it feemed 
to be God’s peculiar care to profper me and my family. 

6 1 wafked my fieps with butter, &c.] Rather withcream; a figni- 
ficative expreffion, denoting great plenty. 

7. When I prepared my feat in the fireet !] Meaning, when he fat on 
the kench in the open place, where the people were wont to have their 
caufes heard. 

16 The canfe which I knew not I fearched out.] He did not ftay till 
he was requefted tou maintain the right of the oppreficd, but prevented 
them by making enquiries by virtuc of his office. 

18 I fhall die in my neff, &c.] I fhall die quietly in my own houfe. 

19 My root was fpread out, Sc.| I waslike a tree whofe roots extend- 
ed along the margin of the waters, and whofe boughs were perpetually 
moiftened by the dews of heaven. 

23 They waited for meas for the rain, &c.] They expected my opinion 
with the fame eager defire that the hufbandman doth the fhowers, after 
he hath fown the corn. 


Generar ReFrectrrons on Chap. XXIX. 


We have a noble example and leffon {ct before us here; namely, that 
they who are rich and in authority, fhould make ufe of thofe advan- 
tages, in rendering juftice to every one, and, above all, in doing 
good to the poor, comforting the miferable, and taking the part of 


thofe who are wronged. ; ae 
COMMENTARY 





_ Fob calleth to mind his former ftate. 
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Fob lamenteth the change of his fortunes. CHAP. XXXI. 


He maketh protefiation of his integrity, 
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CHAP. XXX. 


3 Job's honour is turned into extreme contempt: 15 bis 
profperity into calamity. 
Bu now /bey that are younger than I have me in 
derifion, whofe fathers I would have difdained to 
have fet with the dogs of my flock. 
2 Yea, whereto wight the ftrength of their hands 
pryit me, in whom old age was perifhed ? 
3 For want and famine ¢thcy were folitary; fleeing 
into the wildernefs in former time defolate and wafte. 
4 Who cut up mallows by the bufhes, and juniper 


‘roots for their meat. 


s They were driven forth from among men, (they 
cried after them as afer a thief ;) 

6 To dwell in the cliffs of the valleys, zz caves of 
the earth, and 72 the rocks. 

7 Among the bufhes they brayed ; under the nettles 
they were gathered together. 

8 They were children of fools, yea, children of bafe 
men: they were viler than the earth. 

g And now am I their fong, yea, | am their by word. 

10 They abhor me, they flee far from me, and fpare 
net to fpit in my face. 

1: Becaufe he hath loofed my cord, and afflicted me, 
they have alfo let loofe the brid!e before me. 

12 Upon my right sand rife the youth; they pufh 
away my feet, and they raife up againft me the ways of 
their deftruction. 

13 They mar my path, they fet forward my calamity, 
they have no helper. 

14. They came upon meas a wide breaking in of walers = 
in the defolation they rolled themfelves upon me. 

15 Terrors are turned upon me: they purfue my 
fou! as the wind: and my welfare paffeth away as a 
cloud. 

16 And now my foul is poured out upon me; the 
days of affliction have taken hold upon me. 

17 My bones are pierced in me in the night feafon: 
and my fincws take no reft, 

18 By the great force of my difeafe is my garment 
changed: it bindech me about as the collar of my coat. 

19 He hath cafl me into the mire, and Iam become 
like duft and afhes, 

20 I cry unto thee, and thou doft not hear me: I 
ftand up, and thou regardeft me xo/. 

21 Thouart become cruel to me: with thy ftrong 
hand thou oppofeft thy felf againft ine. ; 


22 Thou lifteftt meuptothe wind; thou caufeft me 


to ride upon it, and diffolveN my fublitance. 

23 ForI know ¢hat thou wilt bring me /o death, and 
to the houfe appointed for all living. 

24. Howbeit he will not ftretch out bis hand to the 
grave, though they cry in his deftruction. 

25 Did not I wecp for him that was in trouble? was 
not my foul grieved for the poor? 

26 When I looked for good, then evil came unto me: 
and when I waited for light, there came darknefs. 


ac LN eA 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP, XXX, 

1 But xow] Job having, in the preceding chapter, given us an 
account of his former {plendor, takes occalion here to annex a no 
lefs clegant defcription of the vilenefs of his prefent condition ; 
hoping that the confideration of fo prodigious a change might at laft 
move his fevere friends to fome compafliun towards him, 

Whofe fathers I would have difdained, &c.] Whofe fathers I dif 
daincd to employ in the vileft fervices. 

33 They have uo helper.) 
felves, and need no affiftance from cthers. 

ve Thou caufifl me to ride upon it, &c.] To ride upon the wind, 
here, is to be toffed about in it like flraw; meaning, that he was 
violently fhuken with his affli€tions. 

24 Heawbeit he will not fretch out his hand to the grave, &c.] How- 
ever, this is my comfort, that death will end my fufferings, which 
cannot go beyond the grave. 

28 Without the fun, &c.] Without any beam of comfort. 

29 J ain a brother to dragons, &ec.] 1 {pend my time in lamentation, 
like one of thofe mournful creatures which fill the barren waftes with 
their doleful cries. 


Generar Reriections on Chap. XXX. 
The condition to-which Job was reduced, ought to comfort thofe 
whom God caufeth to pals through long and fharp trials; and. 
o. 38, 


They are fufficient to ruin me of them- - 


27 My bowels boiled, and refted not: the days of Ector 


affliction prevented me. 

28 I went mourning without the fun: I {tood up, 
and 4 cried in the congregation. 

29 Iam a brother to dragons, and a companion to 
owls. 

30 My fkin is black upon me, and my bones are 
burned with heat. 

31 My harp alfo is turned to mourning, and my 
organ into the voice of them that weep. 


CHAP. XXXI. 
Fob maketh a folenn proteftation of bis integrity in feveral 


duties. 
MADE a covenant with mine eyes; why then 
fhould I think upon a maid ? 

2 For what portion of God ts there from above? and 
whar inheritance of the Almighty from on high? . 

3 Js not deftruction to the wicked ? and a ftrange 
punifoment to the workers of iniquity? 

4 Doth not he fee my ways, and count all my fteps? 

5 IfI have walked with vaniry, or if my foot hath 
hafted to deceit ; 

6 Let me be weighed in an even balance, that God 
may know mince integrity. : 

7 If my ftep hath turned out of the way, and mine 
heart walked after mine eyes, and if any blot hath 
cleaved to mine inands ; 

8 Then let me fow, and let another eat; yea, let my 
offspring be rooted out. 

9 Ifmine heart have been deceived by a woman, or 
if 1 have laid wait at my neighbour’s door; 

19 Then let my wife grind unto another, and let 
others bow down upon her, 

11 For this ¢san heinous crime; yea, it 7s an iniquity 
to be punifoed by the judges. 

12 For it és a fire shat confumeth to deftruction, and 
would root out all mine increaie. 

13 If I did defpife the caufe of my man-fervant or of 
my maid-fervant, when they contended with me ; 

14. What then fhall I do when God rifeth up? and 
when he vifiteth, what fhal! I anfwerhim ? 

15 Did not he that made me in the womb make 
him? and did not ane fafhion us in the womb? 

16 1f I have withheld the poor from ¢beir defire, or 
have caufed the cyes of the widow to fail; 

17 Or have eaten my morfel myfelf alone, and the 
fatherlefs hath not eaten thereof; 

38 (For from my youth he was brought up with me, 
as with a father, and I have guided her from my mo- 
ther’s womb ;) 

1g If I have feen any perifh for want of cloathing, 
orany poor without covering ; : 

20 If his loins have not bleffed me, and if he were 
not warmed with the fleece of my theep; 

21 If I have lifted up my hand againft the father- 
lefs, when I faw my help in the gate : 

22 Then 





from what pee to him, they fhould learn to moderate their 
complaints, undergo their fufferings with patience, and wait with 
refignation, in the path of duty, till God fhall pleafe todeliver them. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XXXI. 


1 J made a covenant with ming oes, &c.] Bo not, I befecch you, 
any longer look upon thefe fufferings as an argument of my guilt; 
for I declare unto you, that I have been careful to avoid ever the 
occafions of licentioufnefs, and therefore it cannot be thought that 
I ever laid a fcheme to corrupt a virgin. 

2 For what portion of God, &c.} For I well know that in heaven 
there is an almighty Being, who created cod eee all things ; 
and what muft I expeét from him, as the reward of fuch impurity ? 

6 Let me he weighed in an even balance, &c.} ‘The figure of God's 
weighing mankind in a balance, we find in many of the beft authors ; 
particularly Homer, -Efchylus, Virgil, &c. . 

7 Mine heart walked after mine eyes, &c.] That is, hath accomplith- 
ed the luft of minc eyes. 

18 He was brought xp with me, es with a father, and I have guided 
ber, &c.] Job here declares that he nourifhed the fatherlefs, and 
maintained the widow’s caufe, 

21 When I faw my belp inthe gate.) When Job faw that it was in 
his power to help in the gate, 4 ¢, in acourt of jultice, 

23 For 
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jJ O B. He fheweth his own zeal to Speak. 


4 Now Elihu had waited till Job had fpoken, be- Before 
caufe they were elder than he. CURISF 
5 When Elihu faw that there was no anfwer in the 132: 


Etthu ts angry with Fob and his friends. 


Before 22 Thex let mine arm fall from my fhoulder blade, 
CHRIST and mine arm be broken from the bonc. 





rere 23 For deftruction from God was a terror to me, and 
by reafon of his highnefs I could not endure. : 

24. If I have made gold my hope, or have faid to 
the fine gold, Tou art my confidence ; 

as If I rejoiced becaufe my wealth was great, be- 
caufe mine hand had gotten much ; 

26 If I beheld the fun when ir fhined, or the meon 
walking iv brightnefs; ; 

27 And my heart hath been fecretly enticed, or my 
mouth hath kiffed my hand : 

28 This alfo were an iniquity fo be punifbed by the 
judge: for I thould have denied the God shat is above. 

2g If I rejoiced at the deftruction of him that hated 
me, or lifted up myfelf when evil found him: 

30 Neither have I fuffered my mouth to fin by wifh- 
ing a curfe to his foul. ; 

31 If the men of my tabernacle faid not, Oh that 
we had of his flefh! we cannot be fatisfied. 

32 The ftranger did not lodge in the ftreet: dur I 
opened my doors to the traveller. : 

33 If Icovered my tranfgreffions as Adam, by hid- 
ing mine iniquity in my bofom: ee 

34 Did I fear a great multitude, or did the contempt 
of families terrify me, that I kept filence, and went not 
out of the door? 

35 Oh that one would hear me! behold, my defire 
zs, that the Almighty would anfwer me, and bas mine 
adverfary had «\ ritten a book. 

36 Surely I would take it upon my fhoulder, az./ 
bind it asa crown to me. 

37 1 would declare unto him the number of my fteps ; 
asa prince would J go near unto him. 

38 If my land cry againft me, or that the furrows 
likewife thereof complain; 

39 Uf I have eaten the fruits thereof without moncy, 
or have caufed the owners thercof to lofe their life: 

40 Let thiftles grow inftead of wheat, and cockle 
inftcad of barley. ‘The words of Job are ended. 


CHAP. XXXII. 
¥ Elihu is angry with Fob and his three friends, 11 He 
reprovelb them for not fatisfjing of Fob. 16 His zeal 
to /pcak. 
O thefe three men ceafed to anfwer Job, becaufe 
he was righteous in his own eycs. 

2 Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu, the fon of 
Barache} the Buzite, of the kindred of Ram: againft 
Job was his wrath kindled, becaufe he juftified himfelf 
rather than God. 

3 Alfoagaintft his three friends was his wrath kindled, 
becaufe they had found no anfwer, and yet had con. 
demned Job. 





23 For deftrudtion from God, &c.} I was never fo void of under- 
ftanding, as to think I could withfland the Almighty’s vengeance; 
the dread of it terrified me, knowing it was impoifible for me to 
fupporl myfelf again{t his omniporent arm, 

26, 27 Lf f bebeld the fun, &c.] He denies his being ever inclined 
to idelatry, even when he viewed the heavenly luminaries fhining 
in theirs utmoft (plendor, 

: gi Lf the men of my tabernacle, &c.] His fervants would have per- 
fuaded him to be revenged of his enemy. 

33 ds ddan, &e.] Oras men, ° 

34 Did J fear a great multitude, &c.] Septuagint, For I did not 
fear a great multitude, fo as not to confefs before them, if I fuffered 
a poor man to go out of my door with an empty lap, 

40 The word: of Fob are ended.) Here Job ended his defence, 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXXI. 


Let us labour with all diligence to poffefs the principles by which 
Job’s conduct was governed, that we may abhor all impurity, 
even in thoughts and lodks, render jultice to all the world, and 
fhew mercy to the mifcrable; for the unclean, the unjuft, the 
proud, the covetous, the uncharitable, and hypocrites, cannot 


elcape the righteous Judgment of God. 


COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. XXXII, 
2 Eliku.] He was the fon of Buz, the fon of Nahor, who lived 


in the fouthern part of Mefopotamia; and, upon the fuppofition 


that Job {prang from Abraham, was his ‘iftant relation. Elihu paffes 
very judicious cenfurc, not only upan the three friends, but upon 





mouth of shefe three men, then his wrath was kindled. 
6 And Elihu the fon of Barachel the Bufite anfwered 

and faid, I am young, and ye are very old ; wherefore I 

was afraid, and durft not fhew you mine opinion. 

7 I faid, Days thould fpeak, and multitude of years 
fhould teach wifdom. 

8 But ‘here is a fpirit in man: and the infpiration 
of the Almighty giveth them underftanding, 

9 Great men are not always wife: neither do the 
aged underftand judgment. 

10 Therefore I faid, Hearken tu me; I alfo will 
fhew mine opinion. 

11 Behold, I waited for your words; I gave ear to 
your reafons, whilft ye fearched out what to fay. 

12 Yea, I attended unto you, and, behold, there cous 
none of you that convinced Job, or that anfwered his 
words: 

13 Left ye fhould fay, We have found out wifdom : 
God thrufteth him down, not man. 

14, Now he hath not directed bis words againft me: 
neither will I anfwer him with your {peeches. 

1¢ They were amazed, they 2nfwered no more: they 
left off fpeaking. 

16 When I had waited, (for they fpake not, but 
ftood ftill, and anfwered no more) 

17 d faid, Y will anfwer alfo my part, I alfo will 
fhew mine opinion. 

18 For | am full of matter, the {pirit within me 
conitraineth me. 

19 Behold, my belly is as wine sich hath no vent; 
it is ready to burft like new bottles. 

20 I will fpeak, that I may be refrefhed : I will open 
my lips and anfwer. 

21 Let me not, I pray you, accept any man’s perfon, 
neither let me give flattering titles unto man. 

22 For I know not to give flattering titles; ix /o 
doing my maker would foon take me away. 

HAP. XXXII. 

1 Elibu offereth bimfelf inflead of God with Sincerity and 
meeknefs 10 reafon with Fob. 8 He exeufih God from 
glving man an account of his ways, by bis greatue/s. 
31 Ee inciteth Fob to attention. 

Vy ese FORE, Job, I pray thee, hear my 

f{pecches, and hearken to all my words. 

2 Behold, now I have opened my mouth, my tongue 
hath fpoken in my mouth. 

3 My words fall de of the uprightnefs of my heart : 
and my lips fhall utter knowledge clearly. 

4. The Spirit of God hath made me, and the breath 
of the Almighty hath given me life. 

5 IE 





Job himfelf: he thinks he had not managed the difpute with fo 


-much calmnefs, and fubmiffion to God, as became his piety. 


He jufiified bimfelf rather than God.| We was more folicitous to de« 
fend his own innocence, than to give God the glory, and, by jufti- 
fying himfelf, be feerned to accute God of rigour. 

39 My belly is as wine, &e.] The meaning is, like wine put into 
old boitles, (agreeable to our Saviour’s expreflion in the parable) ; 
fur their bottics were of leather. 


Generan Rerurctrrons on Chap. XXXII 


We may perceive that Elihu was a wife and underftanding man, 
fince he paffed a better judgment on the condition of Job, than 
himfelf or his three friends had donc , blaming Job for {peaking 
favourably of himfelf, and his friends for having condemned him; 
which fhews us, that we fhould always Speak freely, impartially, 
and with fincerity, as before the Loid; nor fhould the regard of 
men’s perfons preven our faying what is to the glory of God 
and the geod of mankind. 


COMMENTARY axpb NOTES ow CHAP. XXXII. 

1 Wherefere, Fob, [ prey thee, hear aay Jpecches, &e.] Were Elihu 
addreffes his ipeech to Job only; and begins to reprehend thate 
paflages which he thought were blameabie in Job’s {peeches, par- 
ticularly his infifting fo much upon his integrity... Ae 

4 The Spirit of God hath made me, &c.] 1am aman as thou art, 
therefore thou mayeft reply frecly, without fear of being overcome 
by my power, or overawed by my greatncls, as you apprehend you 
may be by the power and grcatnefs of God. 

: 14 God 


e 





Elihu ofereth to reajfon with Fob, Sc. C HAP. XXXIV. 


Before 


If thou canft anfwer me, /et thy werds in order 


CHRIST efore me, ftand up. 


3G20- 


6 Behold, I am according to thy with, in God's 
ftead: I alfo am formed out of the clay. 

7 Behold, my terror fhall not make thee afraid, 
neither fhall my hand be heavy upon thee. 

8 Surely thou haft fpoken in mine hearing, and I 
have heard the voice of ‘hy words, /aying, 

9 Jam clean without tranfgreffion, I aa innocent; 
neither rs fhere iniquity in me. 

' 19 Behold, he findeth occafions againft me, he 
counteth me for his enemy. 

11 He putteth my feet in the ftocks, he marketh all 
my paths. 

12 Behold, ™ this thou art not juft: I will anfwer 
thee, that God is greater than man. 

13 Why doft thou ftrive againft him? for he giveth 
not account of any of his matters. 

14. For God fpeaketh once, yea twice, yet man per- 
ceiveth ir not. . 

15 Ina dream, ina vifion of the night, when deep 
fleep falleth upon men, in flumberings upon the bed ; 

16 Vhen he openeth the ears of men, and fealeth 
their inftruction, 

17 Thar he may withdraw man from bis purpofe, 
and hide pride from man. 

18 He keepeth back his foul from the pit, and his 
life from perifhing by the fword. 

19 He is chaftened alfo with pain upon his bed, and 
the multitude of his bones with ftrong pazu: 

20 Sothat his life abhorreth bread, and his foul 
dainty meat. 

21 His Hefh is confumed away, that cannot be feen; 
and his bones shat were not feen ftick out. 

22 Yea, his fou] draweth near unto the grave, and 
his life to the deitroyers. 

23 If there bea meffenger with him, an interpreter, 
one among athoufand, to thew unto man his upright- 
nefs : 

24 Then he is gracious unto him, and faith, Deliver 
him from going down to the pit: I have found a 
ranfom. 

25 His flefh fhall be frefher than achild’s: he fhall 
return to the days of his youth: 

26 He fhall pray unto God, and he will be favour- 
able unto him: and he fhall fee his face with joy: for 
he will render unto man his righteoufnefs. 

27 He looketh upon men, and if any fay, I have 
finned, and perverted that which was right, and it pro- 
fired me not; = 

28 He will deliver his foul from going into the pit, 
and his life fall fee the light. 

29 Lo, all thefe things worketh God oftentimes with 
man, 

30 Ts bring back his foul from the pit, to be en- 
lightened with the lighs of the living. 

31 Mark well, O Job, hearken unto me: hold thy 
peace, and I will fpeak. 





14 Ged fpcaketh once, yea tevive, &c.] God reveals himfelf to man 
more ways than one, as he {ees fit. 

19 He is chaftened alfo with pain upon bis bed, &c.] Another way is, 
by painful dileafes which God infliéts upon men, and lays them 
languifhing upon thcir beds of ficknefs. 

23, 24, 25 If there be a meffenger, &c.} If the Almighty pleafe 
to fend a righteous meflenger, who can explain the realon for the 
proceedings of Providence, and can poe ¢ the afflited perfon to 
repent, and turn him from the evil of his ways, he fhall implore the 
mercies of God for him, faying, Spare thy fervant, O Lord, &c. 
Some undertland this meffenger to allude to Chrilt, who is {tiled 
the meffenger of the covenant, 

27 He liokesh upon men, &e.] That converted finner fhall proclaim 
God’s grace to inen, and fhall propofe himfelf for an example. 


Generar Reruections on Chap. XXXIII, 


The conduét of the Lord towards men is here reprefented in a noble 
point of view, as likewife the means he ufes to withdraw them 
from their fins: he {peaks once and twice unto them with great 
patience; fends pain and diftempers upon them, fo as to bring 
them to the brink of the grave, defigning hereby to turn man 
from the evil he would elfe do. And if in fuch a ftate of afflic- 
tion they would have recourfe ta God, and be affifted by the 


32 If thou haft any thing to fay, anfwer me; {peak, Before 
g 


for I defire to juftify thee. 
33 Tf not, hearken unto mic: hold thy peace, and I 
fhall teach thee wifdom. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 
1 Evbu acenfeib Fob for charging God with injupice. 
10 God omnipatent cannot be unjuft. 31% Man muft 
bumble bimfelf unto Gad. 34 Elihu réproveth Fob. 


URTHERMORE Elihu anfwered and faid, 
2 Hear my words, O ye wile mex; and give 
ear unto me, ye that have knowledge. 

3 For the ear trieth words, as the mouth tafteth 
meat. 

4, Let us cheofe to us judgment: let us know among 
ourfelves what is good. 

§ For Job hath faid, I am righteous: and God hath 
taken away my judgment. 

6 Should I lie againft my right? my wound is in- 
curable without tranfgreflion. 

7 What man is like Job, wie drinketh up feorning 
like water? 

8 Which goeth in company with the workers of ini- 
quity, and walketh with wicked men. 

For he hath faid, It profitcth a man nothing that 
he fhould delight himfelf with Gad. 

10 Therefore hearken unto me, ye men of under= 
ftandiag: far be it from God, that be foould do wicked- 
nefs; and from the Almighty, that be /hould cominit 
iniquity. 

11 For the work of aman fhall he render unto him, 
and caufe every man to find according to bis ways. 

12 Yea, furcly God will not do wickedly, neither 
will the Almighty pervert judgment. 

33 Who hath given him a charge over the earth? 
or who hath difpofed the whole world? 

14. If he fet his heart upon man, 7f he gather unto 
himfelf his fpirit and his breath ; 

15 All fiefh fhall perifh together, and man fhall 
turn again unto duft. 

16 If now thou buff underftanding, hear this: hearken 
to the voice of my words. 

17 Shall even he that hateth right govern? and wilt 
thou condemn him that is moft juft? ; 

18 Js i fitto fay to a king, Lhou art wicked? and 
to princes, Ye ave ungodly ? 

19 How much lefs to bim that accepteth not the per- 
fons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the 
poor? for they all are the work of his hands. 

20 Ina moment fhall they die, and the people fhall 
be troubled ar midnight, and pafs away: and the 
mighty thall be taken away without hand. 

21 For his eyes are upon the ways of man, and he 
feeth all his goings. ‘ ; 

22 There ts no darknefs, nor fhadow of death, where 
the workers of iniquity may hide themfelves. 

23 For he will not lay upon man more than right ; 
that he fhould enter into judgment with God. 

24. He 


warnings and prayers of God’s faithful fervants, he will have 
compaffion on them, will re-cftablifh them, and give them occafion 
to praife his power and goodnefs exerted in their behalf, 


COMMENTARY axvp NOTES on Chap. XXXIV. 


4 Let us choofe to us judgment, &c.} Let us agree to examine the 
bufinefs, that we may be able to pronounce a righteous judgment. 

6 Should I lie againf? my right, &c.| This is a continuation of Job’s 
plea, repeated here by Elihu, 

7 Who drinketh up feorning like water.] Who, inftead of adoring 
the ey, {peaks contemptuoufly of his judgments. 

8 Which goeth in company, &c.] i.e Argues and difcourfes after 
the fame manner: namely, afferting that it is vain and unprofitable 
to ferve God. 

13 Who hath given him a charge over the carth, &c.] He did not 
reccive the government of the world from any above himfelf, 

14 If be gather unto himfelf his fpirit and his breath.| UE he recall 
that fpirit or life which he hath infufed into them, &e. 

20 4t midnight, &c.] When leaft cxpeéted, and in the deepeft 
fecurity. r ; b bashes 

29 He will not lay upon man more tban right; that be foould not exter 
into Gadgucend avith Ged.] God doth not affli& man ee meatfure, 
fo that he fhould have occafion to contend with God, i 

33 Shonld 


God cannot be ungiufee 


isT 
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Man’s goodne/s extendeth not to God. 


jJ O 


B. Elihu fheweth the juftice 





of God’s WAYS. 





” Before 


24 He fhall break in pieces mighty men without 


CHRIST number, and fet others in their ftead. 


1520. 


25 Therefore he knoweth their works, and he over- 
turneth hem in the night, fo that they are deftroyed. 

26 He ftriketh them as wicked men in the open 
fight of others ; . 

27 Becaufe they turned back from him, and would 
not confider any of his ways: 

28 So that they caufe the cry of the poor to come 
unto him, and he heareth the cry of the afflicted. 

29 When he giveth quietnefs, who then can make 
trouble? and when he hideth Ais face, who then can 
behold him? whether if be done againft a nation, or 
againft a man only: 

30 That the hypocrite reign not, left the people be 
en{nared. 

31 Surely ic is meet to be faid unto God, I have 
borne chaftifement, 1 will not offend any more : 

32 That which I fee not teach thou me: if I have 
done iniquity, I will do no more. 

33 Should it be according to thy mind? he will re- 
compence it, whether thou refufe, or whether thou 
choofe; and not I: therefore {peak what thou knowelt. 

34 Let men of underftanding tell me, and let a wife 
man hearken unto me. 

385 Job hath fpoken without knowledge, and his 
words were without wifdom. 

36 My defire zs that Job may be tried unto the end 
becaufe of bis anfwers for wicked men. 

37 For he addeth rebellion unto his fin, he clappeth 
bis bands among us, and multiplieth his words againft 


God. 

CHAP. XXXV. 

1 Comparifon is not to be made with God, becaufe our good 
or ewtl cannot extend unto him. g Many cry in their 
afflictions, but are not beard for want of faith. 

LIHU fpake moreover, and faid, 
2 Thinkeft thou this to be right, sat thou faidft, 

My righteoufnefs 7s more than God’s ? : 

3 For thou faidft, What advantage will it be unto 
thee? and, What profit fhall I have, if I be cleanfed 
from my fin? 

4 I will anfwer thee, and thy companions with thee. 

L.ook unto the heavens, and fee; and behold the 
clouds which are higher than thou. 

6 If thou finneft, what doeft thou againft him? or 
if thy tranfgreMions be multiplied, what doeft thou 
unto him? . 

7 If thou be rightcous, what giveft thou him? or 
what receiveth he of thine hand ? 





33 Should it be according to thy mind, &c.] God will recompence it 
if thou doft defpife fuch good counfel; which perhaps thou wilt 
chufe to do, but fo would not 1; fpeak therefore what thy opinion is. 

6 My defire is that Fob may be tried unto the end, &c.] He defires 
that the affliétion of Job might be continued upon him, till he re- 
canted thofe anfwers in which he complained of divine Providence, 
after the manner of wicked men. 

87 He clappeth his bands among us, &c.4 
in fign of viftory and triumph. 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXXIV. 


We fee in this chapter that God does every thing wifely and juftly, 
and gives account to none, of his ways; he is omnifcient and in- 
finitely good; therefore, when he correéts us, we fhould humble 
ourfelves, befecch him to make known our faults tous, and fay 
to him, If I have committed iniquity, 1 will do fo no more. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XXXV. 


2 Thinkeft thaw this to be right, &c.] How can this agree? And 
is it not abfurd in you to appeal to God’s judgment, to be approved 
of and juftified, if in the mean while you contend with him, as 
though he refpeéted not good or evil works, nor gave them their 
due reward ? 

4 Thy companions with thee.] Such as are in the like error. 

Q By reafin of the multitude of oppreffions, &c.] The tyranny of the 
mighty forces the oppreffed to cry aloud to God for vengeance ; 
who, though he be nothurt himfelf by it; yet is touched with a fenfe 
of their afflidion, 

10 Who giveth fongs in the night, &c.}. Who is able nat only to 
ee but alfo to comfort and give joy in tha midit of the faddef 
afflition, 


** He clappeth his hands,” | 


8 Thy wickednefs may burt a man as thou arf ; and Before 


thy righteoufnefs may profit the fon of man. 

9 By reafon of the multitude of oppreffions they 
make the oppreffed tocry: they cry out by reafon of the 
arm of the mighty. 

10 But none faith, Where is God my maker, who 
giveth fongs in the night ; 

1x Who teacheth us more than the beafts of the 
earth, and maketh us wifer than the fowls of heaven? 

12 There they cry, but none giveth anfwer, becaufe 
of the pride of evil men. 

13 Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the 
Almighty regard ir. 

14 Although thou fayeft thou fhalt not fee him,’ yet 
judgment zs before him; therefore truft thou in him. 

15 But now, becaufe it 7s not fo, he hath vifited in 
hisanger; yet he knoweth ¢# nor in great extremity ; 

16 Therefore doth Job open his mouth in vain; he 
multiplieth words without knowledge. 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


1 Elzhu foeweth bow God is juft in bis ways, 16 and how 
Job's fins binder God's blejings. 24. God's works are to 
be magnified. 


Bee alfo proceeded, and faid, : 

2 Suffer me a little, and I will fhew that Lhsce 
yet to {peak on God’s behalf. 

I will fetch my knowledge from afar, and will 
af{cribe righteoufnefs to my Maker. 

4 Fortruly my words fall not be falfe: he that is 
perfect in knowledge 7s with thee. 

5 Behold, God 7s mighty, and defpifeth not any: 
be is mighty in ftrength aad wifdom. 

6 He preferveth not the life of the wicked: but 
giveth right to the poor. 

7 He withdraweth not his eyes from the righteous : 
bur with kings ave they on the throne; yea, he doth 
eftablith them for ever, and they are exalted. 

8 And if téey de bound in fetters, and be holden in 
cords of affliction ; 

g Then he fheweth them their work, and their 
tranfgreffions that they have exceeded. 

10 He opencth alfo their ear to difcipline, and com- 
mandeth that they return from iniquity. 

11_ If they obey and ferve Aim, they thal] fpend their 
days in pro{perity, and their years in pleafures. 

12 But if they obey not, they fhall perifh by the 
fword, and they fhall die without knowledge. 

.13 But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath : they 
cry not when he bindeth rhem. 
14 The 








ax Who teacheth us more than the beafts, &c.| He who takes care of 
the beafts and birds, will not neglett the human race, 1f with hearty 
repentance, a thankful fenfe of his benefits, and a humble confi- 


dence in his goodnefs, we pioufly addrefs ourfelves unto him. 


14 ALthaugh thou faye? thou foalt uot fee him, S&c.] Therefore al- 
though thou complaincit tat thou dolt not fee him appear for thy 
deliverance, yet do not conclude from thence that he is unrighteous : 
but go and condemn thylelf before him, and then patiently wait for 
his mercy. 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XNXV. 


We may hence learn, that God commands nothing, nor forbids any 
thing but for our good, thercfore we ought chearfully to acquicfee 
in all his difpenfations, and thank him for thofe facved records in 
which our faith and duty are founded, for the means of grace, 
and the hope of glory ; whereas they who reje& the gofpel cf Chritt 
will be punifhed as objeéts of the divine difpleafure, while the 
mercy and juftice of God will thine forth confpicuoufly for ever. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP, XXXVI. 


1 Elibu alfo proceeded, &c.] Having cenfured fome of Job’s un- 
warrantable expreffions, Elihu proceeds here to thew, from the nature 
of God, and the methods of his providence, that if he had, inftead 
of difputing, fubmitted himfelf to the divine chaftifement, he would 
have been delivered ; and his not difcerning the reafon of thefe cor- 
re€tions, ought not to have hindered his humble fubmiflion, becaufe 
we are not able to comprehend any of the works of God which we 
fee every day, and acknowledge to be excellently contrived. 

5 Ged is mighty and defpifeth nat avy, &c.] Though he is mighty, he 
defpifeth not any. 

8, 9 LS they be bound in fetters, &c.] Uf he vifitsthem with afliGion, 
it is only to bring them to refleétion, and to fhew them their fins. 

3 ry Let 
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VII; XXXVIII: God challengeth Fob to anfwer. 

5 God thtindereth marvelloufly with his voice} great Before , 
ctngs doctl he, which we cannot comprehend...” CHRIST 

© For he faith to the faow, Be thou on the earth 
likewife to the {mall fain, and to the great rain of - hig 
Hrefisth, = gO oe . 

.7. He fealeth up the hand of eyery mian; that all 
men may know his work. |’ ie ooh 
= Then the beafts go into deris, arid remain in their 
Places, * tpn ate? 

9 Out of the fouth cometh the whirlwind: add cold 
out of the north. ° rian: Pre 9 ah Sh ef 

10 By the breath of God froft is given: and the 
breadth of the waters is ftraitened. : <b 

11 Alfo by watering he wearieth the ‘thick Cloud: 
hé fcattéreth his bright clotid : ; oe ee Sone 

12 And it is tutned round-dboit by his counfels : 
that they may do whatfdever he commandeth then 
upon the face of the world jn the earth. ° : 

13 Hecaufeth it to come, whether for correction, or 
for his land, or for mercy. sh ah 

14. Hearken unto this, O Job: ftarid fill, and don. 
&ider the wondrous works of God. ; ieee 

15 Doft thou know when God difpofed them, and 
cautfed the light of his cloud to thine ? SSE 

' 16 Doft thou know the balancings of the clouds, the. 
wondrous works of him which is perfect in'knowledge? 
_ 17 How thy garments are warm, when he quiereth 
the earth by the fouth wind 2": ee 

18 Haft thon with him {pread’ out the fky, which js: 
ftrong, and asa molten looking glafs? x 

19 Teach us what we fhall fay unto him ; Jor we. 
. cannot order our fpeech by reafon of darknefs. 

20 Shall’ it be told him‘ that I fpeak? if a,man 
fpeak, furely he thall be {wallowed up. 
.. 24 And now men fee not the bright light which 7s 
: n the clonds: but the wind paffeth, and cleanfeth 

‘them. : ‘ 

22 Fair weather cometh out of the north: with 
God is terrible majefty, — om 
|. 23 Touching the Almighty we cannot find him out: . 
|: 4e is excellentin power, and in judgment, and in plenty ° 

. of juftice : he will not afflidt. © ~ fe od 
| 24 Men do therefore fear’him : he refpecteth noe’ 
iany that are wife ‘of heart. a , , . 
: CHAP. Xxxvutt. a on 
‘1 God challengeth Fob to anfwer.. 4 God, by bis mighty. 
{ works, convincéeth Fob. of ignorance, 31 and of imbectl. 


CHAP. XXX 

Before’ 14 They die in youth, and their life is among the- 

“CHRIST nnclean. oe ; 

768° 15 He delivereth the poor in his affliction, and open- 
eth their ears in opprefiion. ~ ‘ 

16 Even fo would ‘he have removed thee out of the 
ftrait into: a broad place, where there és no firaitnefs Be 
and that which fhould be fet on thy table /ooxld be full | 
of fatnefs. | 2 ; 

* 17 But thow haft fulfilled the judgment of the wick- j 
ed: judgment and juttice take hold on-thee. 4 
“ 18° Becaufe there ss wrath, beware left he take thee | 
away with dis ftroke: then a great ranfom cannot de- 
‘liver thee, . a 

19 Will he efteem thy riches? 20, not gold, nor all 


‘the forces of ftrength. . 
20 Defire not the night, when people are cut off in | 


God is to be feared in his great works. 





their place, : : 

21 Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this haft . 
‘thou chofen rather than affli@ion. 

22 Behold, God exalteth by his power: who teach- 
‘eth like him ? J 

23 Who hath enjoined him his way? or, who can 
fay, Thou haf wrought iniquity ? ; a 

24 Remember that thou magnify his work, which 
men behold. . ‘ 

25 Every man may fee it; man may behold it afar off. 

26 Behold, God is great, and we know 4im not, nei- 
‘ther can the siumber of ‘his years be fearched out. 

27 For lie maketh fmall the drops of water: they 
Pour down rain according to the vapour thereof : 

28 Which the clouds do drop and diftil upon man 
abundantly. : aes 

29 Alfo can any underftand the {fpreadings of the 
clouds, or the noife of his tabernacle?r i ; 

30 Behold he’ fpreadeth his light upon it, and co- 
vereth the bottom of the fea. d 

31 For by them judgeth he the people ; he giveth 
meat in abundance. ~*~ . 

32 With clouds he covereth the light ; and com- 
mandeth it sof to /bine by the cloud that cometh betwixt, 

33 he noife thereof fheweth concerning: it, the 
cattle alfo ‘concerning the vapour, ner ® 

CHAP. XXXVI. 


1 God is to be feared for bis great works. 1 5 His wifdom 
ts unfearchable in them. 


be 


sre & 


T this alfo my heart- trembleth, .and.is moved out 
A of his place. : 2 Sele 

‘2 Hear attentively the noife of his Voice,-.and the 
found fat goeth out of his mouth. .~ oar 

3 He direéteth it under the whole heaven, and his 
lightning unto the ends of the earth, = 3 

4 After it a voice roareth: he thundereth with the 
voice of his’ excellency; and he will not ftay them. 
when his voice is heard. 


: Ly, 4 5 ae ARE 
oe N the Lorp anfwered:Job out of the-whirl- 
: wind, and faid, _ . 
-2 Whais ‘this that darkeneth'counfel by words with- 
‘out knowledge? «or. lp ot a “2 ye 
‘3 Gird ap now :thy-Joins like a'man ; for I will de- 
mand of thee, and anfwer thou me. yp SAS 
4 Where’. 


yexactly refembles that polithed metal of which the looking-glaffts of 
‘the anticnts were-made. ., eats . arab q / 
> 20 Shall it be told bin, shai I peak, &c.] Is any; thing that I have 
‘faid worth bis hearing? - ee. : : 

22 Fair dueather cometh,. &c.] The LXX hath ir thus, Out of the 
‘north ‘come clouds of ‘a golden colour, and there is in them a‘terrible 
brightnefs and glory of the, Almighty. This is true of Arabia, and a. 
probable argument that Job was of that country, : 

Po Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXXVIL 

‘We are here taught, that it is our duty to adore, with profound humi- 
lity, the ways of the Lord; to confefs his power, juitice, and good- 
nels, as well as our own ignorance and weaknefS, and on‘all Occa- 
fions to look up to God for wifdom, who alone js able to conduét’ 
isithrough all the dark and intricate mazes of his ‘providence, : 
‘ COMMENTARY axd NOTES. on CH AP. XXXVII. 
bd Lhet the Lend anfvered Job, &c.] A, general filence enfued : 
| when she. Almighty appears himfelf as judge, to decide this great 
" controverly 5 and convinces Jab of his ignorance and weaknéfs. ‘Che 
words hete afcribed to God are far fuperior to any thing we meee’ 
. with in the moft- elegant poets, whether antient or modern, which 
«plainly evirices, that the whole of this facred book was dictated by 


vaccring wifdom, 
2.2 The 








17 But thou haft fulfilled the Judgment of the avicked, &c.J But, 
thow. hat patna ae canfe of the wicked. AIT the lap oaer oe 
this chapter, and moft of the “next, ‘is either mutilatéd in the Copies, 
or elfe the fenfe is unfearchable. - See . Nee oe ote 
Generau Rervections on Chap, XXXVI. ° a 
We are taught from this chapter, that it is our duty, on all occations,’ 
to vindicate the divine Providence, although, at the fame timé, we 
may not thoroughly underitand the nature and neceflity &f ‘thofe 
events that come under our obfervation ; but in all doubtful matters, 
we fhould fufpend our judgment till, that time arrives when Gad. 
thall judge the world in righteaufnefs. Nea Weed a 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on Chap. AXXVII, -. 
1 At this time alfo, &c,} Elihu-here’ continues his’ difcourfe con- 
cerning the incomprehenitble warks of God, limiting himtelf chiefly 
{as he had done in the foregoing chapter) to his‘wonders i the clouds : 
to which at latt he fubjoins the amazing extent, brightnefs, and firm- 
nefs of the fky, in which the fun thines with a luftre we are incapable 
of beholding ; and thence he concludes that ‘the fplendor of the divine. 
Majetty is infinitely more dazzling, and that therefore we muft ot pre-* 
tend to give an accountof his counfels, ; Sr ene 
49 ‘He fealeth up the hand Of every man; &c.). His ftorms puta ftop . 

to the bufinefs of all thofe who labour in the field. >: eee ete 
"18 As & molten looking-glafi.} -The colour of the fky,’ when clear, - 
~ No. 39 ; 


2 darkencth counfel by swords wwithaxt hkusrelcdge.} i.e. That 
epee my counfels with his ignorant difcourfes about them, 
=e 8 7 The 


God convinceth Fob of ignorance, 
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Where waft thou when I laid the -fgundations of 
the earth? declare, if thou haft underftanding. : 
-5 Who hath laid the meafures thereof, ifthou know- 
eft? or who hath ftretched the line upon it? 
6 Whereupon are the foundations thereof faftened ? 
or who laid the corner ftone thereof; | 


7 When the morning itars fang together, and all the ]; 


fons of God fhouted for joy? / 

8 Or who fhut up the fea with doors, when it brake 
forth, as ifit had iffued out.of the womb? . 

9 When I made the cloud the garment thereof, and 
thick darknefs a f{waddling band for it, ; 

ro And brake up for it my decreed place, and fet 
bars and.-doors, . 

rz And faid, Hitherto fhalt thou come, but.no fur- 
ther: and here fhall thy proud waves be ftayed? 

12 Haft thou commanded the morning fince thy 
days; and caufed the dayfpring to know his place ; 
13 That it may take hold of the ends of the earth, 
that the wicked might be fhaken out of it? 

14 Itis turned as clay ¢o the feal; and they ftand as 
a garment. 

15 And from the wicked their light is withholden, 
and the high arm fhall be broken, 

16 Haft thou entered into the fprings of the fea? or 
haft thou walked in the fearch of the depth? 

17 Have the gates of death been opened unto thee? 
or haft thou feen the doors of the fhadow of death ? 

18 Haft thou perceived the breadth of the earth? 
declare if thou knoweft it all. 

19 Where is the way where light dwelleth? and as 
for darknefs, where /s the. place thereof, 

20, That thou fhouldeft take it to the bound thereof, 


and that thou fhouldeft know the paths to the houfe: }}, 


thereof? ; 

21 Knowelt thou #, becaufe thou waft-then born? 
-or becaufe the number of thy days 7s great? 

22 Haft thou entered into the treafures.of the fnow? 
-or haft thou feen the treafures of the hail, ; 

23 Which I have referved againft the time of trou- 
‘ble, againft the day of battle and war? gel Nal 

24 By what way is the light parted, which {eattereth 
‘the eaft wind upon the earth? 

25 Who hath divided a watercourfe for the over. . 
flowing of waters, or a way for the lightning of thun- 
der; ; ‘ 
26 To caufe it to rain on the earth, where no manis; 
6 the wildernefs, where there is no man; : 

27 To fatisfy the defolate and watte ground; and to 
caufe the bud of the tender herb to fpring forth? 

28..Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten” 
the drops of dew ? - 

.29 Out of whofe womb'came the ice? and the hoary 
froft of heaven, who hath gendered it? 
-30 The ‘waters are: hid as with a ftone, and the face 
of the deep is frozen. : eRe 


err SD 

7 The fons of God, &c.] The angelical powers, 

8 Who four up the fea with doors, &c.] Who hollowed the fides 
cf the globe, and: provided a capacious bafon for the floods, when . 
they firft iffued out from the abyfs as.an infant from the womb. : 

9 Wher I made the cloud the garment thereof, &c.| When covered 
the fea with clouds as with a garment, and wrapped its boifterous 
waves in a vail of darlcnefs, as a nurfe her tender infant in a fwad- 
dling band, 

10 dnd brake up for it my decreed place, &c.), | And laid it ‘in that 
bed. which I had appointed to be broken; up firft in the earths and . 
confined it with banks, which it can never pafs over, &c. : 

12 And caufed the day/Spring to know bis place.| And ordered iq 
what part of the heaven the fun ‘hould every day arife. Eh wae 

13 That it might take hold of the ends of the earth, &c,] That i¢ 
might extend its beams to the end_of the earth, that the wicked 
may be detected, and dragged to deferved punifhment. : 

15 From the wicked, &c.] The Septuagint read, Haft thon taken. 
away the light from the wicked, and broken the arm of the proud, _ 

17 The gates of death—the doors of the fhadow of death, &c.) ‘The 
fubterraneous and internal parts of the earth. : 

a1 Becaufe thou cbaff then born, &6.} one fpoken: It may 
bs thou waft prefent when I eftablifhed the courfe of nature, 
za By is the light parted, &e.] Doft thou know the 
ar : y meteors, and tempeftuous winds ? 









jO.B. 


-[j frozen earth, and facilitate the labour of the hufbandman > 


. Aeyeet influences, &c.]  Canft thou (by als 





“4 Y 
~ 


and of 


gi Canft thou bind the fweet influences of Pleiades, Before 
or loofe the bands of Orion? oe a _ CHRISP 
232 Canft, thou bring forth Mazzaroth‘in his feafon? ‘5*% 
or canft thou guide Aréturus-with his fons.. ...—,- 
-' 33 Knoweft'thou the ordinances of heaven,? canft 
.thou fet the dominion thereof in the earth ? 
. _ 34 Canft thou lift up thy voice to-the clouds, that 
abundance of wafers may cover thee? : 
. 35 Canft thou fend lightnings, that they may go, and 

fay unto thee, Here we are? eas 
. 36 Who hath put wifdom in the inward parts? or 
who hath given underftanding to the heart,? 3 

37. Who can number the clouds in wifdom ? or who 
can ftay the bottles of heaven, : 

38 When the duft groweth into hardnefs, and the 
clods cleave fait together ? 

39 Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the 
appetite of the young lion, 

40 When they couch in their dens, and abide in the 
covert to lie in wait? 

41 Who provideth for the raven his food? when his 
young onescry unto God, they wander for lack of meat, 


CHAP. XXXIX. ; 


1 Of the wild goats and hinds, § of the wild afs, 9 the 
unicorn, 13 the peacock, fork, and oftrich, 1g the borfe, 
26 the hawk, 27 the eagle. 

NOWEST thou the time when the wild goats 
of the rock bring forth? er canft thou mark 
when the hinds do calve? 

2 Canft thou number the months that they fulfil? 
or knoweft thou the time when they bring forth ? 

3 They bow themfelves, they bring forth their young 
ones, they caft out their forrows. ; 
. _ 4° Their young ones are in good liking, they grow 
up with corn; they go forth, and return not unte 
them. : ; 

5 Who hath fent out the wild afs free? or who 


ambecillity, 


‘Ne u 
‘ 





























| hath loofed. the bands of the wild:afs? 


6 Whofe houfe I have made the wildernefs, and the 


{) barren land his dwellings. 


7 He fcorneth the multitude of the city, neither re+ 


: gardeth he the crying of the driver. 


j]' 8 Therange Gf the mountains /s his pafture, and he 


fearcheth after every green thing. . 
9 Will thé unicorn be willing to ferve thee, or abide 


. by thy crib? . 


to Canft thou bind the unicorn with his band in the 


. furrow? or will he harrow the vallies after thee? — 


11 Wilt thou truft him, becaufe his ftrength is great? 
or wilt thou leave thy labour to him? 
12 Wilt thou believe him, that he will 
: thy feed, and gather it into thy barn? oy ee 
: 13 Gare? thou the goodly wings unto the peacock ? 
' or wings and feathers unto the oftrich ? ; 
: : 14 Which 


bring home 


i pear ie courfe of nature) reftrain the benevolence of the fies, and 
i forbid the, flowers to blow, caufing the feven flars to .fhine in vain? 
i Or when Orion in the winter feafon arifes, canit thou unbend the, 
1 34 Cai. thou lift up thy voice, &c.] “Canft thon command the 
: Clouds to paur down abundance of waters ? 


36 Who hath put wifden in the inward parts, &c,] Didft thon give 


y 


: thyfelf underftanding ? / 

: Generar Rerrectroxs on Chap, XXXVIIIL 

{ We hence learn, that God alone governs the world; he is alfo.the 
fountain of all wifdom ; that our knowledge is foolifhnefs, unlet: 
it. proceeds froma perfe€t acquaintance ‘with; and reliance on: 
him ;, let thefe confiderations therefore fink us deep in humility, 
and teach us the neceffity of a continual dependénce upon him, * 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES ow CHAP. .XXXIX. 


§ Who hath fent out the wild oft Sree, &c.} Didi’ thou difcharge 
the wild afs frpm feryitude;, and break his ‘bonds, declaring him at 
liberty to live at large, and making him untameable by man? 

9 ‘Lhe unicorn, &c.] This'is fappofed to be the rhinoceros. 

13 Or wings and. feathers unto thé dftrich.|” This verfe may be 
better rendered from the original; The wings of ‘the oftrich ‘as 
Canivering or) expanded; the very feathers and plumage of the 


TK, 
46 She 





Job humbleth himfelf before God. 


Before 





14 Which leaveth her eggs in the earth, arid warm- 


CHRIST eh chem in duft, : 


35206 


1s And forgetteth that the foot may cruflh them, 
or that the wild beafi may break them. 

16 She is hardened againft her young ones, as 
though shcey were not her’s: her labour is in vain, 
without fear; - ‘ 

17 Becaufe God hath deprived her of wifdom, nei- 
ther hath he imparted to her underftanding. 

18 What time the lifteth up herfelf on high, fhe 
fcorneth the horfe and his rider. __. . 

19 Haft thou given the horfe ftrength ? haft thou 
clothed his neck with thunder? 3 


20 Canft thou make him afraid as a grafhopper ? 1 


the glory of his noftrils 7s terrible. 


21 He paweth in the valley, and rejoiceth in bis 


frength: he goeth on to mect the armed men. 


22 He mocketh at fear, and is not affrighted ; nei- 


ther turneth he back from the fword. 

23 The quiver rattleth againft him, the glittering 
fpear and the fhield. 

24 He fwalloweth the ground with fiercencfs and 
rage :.neither believeth he that i is the found of the 
trumpet. 

26 He faith among the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he 
fmelleth the battle afar off, the thunder of the captains, 
and the fhouting. ; 

26 Doth the hawk fly by thy wifdom, aud ftretch 
her wings toward the fouth? . 

27 Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and 
make her neft on high? 


28 She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the . 


crag of the rock, and the ftrong place. / 
29 From thence the feeketh the prey, azd her eyes 


behold afar off. 


30 Her young ones alfo fuck up blood: and where | 


the flain are, there zs fhe 


- CAT AsPO Xie. 


“4 Fob bumbleth bimfelf to God. 6 God ftirreth him up to 


: foew his righteoufnefi, power, and wifdom. 15 Of the 
Lebemoth. 
Wie the Lorn anfwered Job, and faid, 
2 Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty 
inftruct bin ? he that reproveth God, let him anfwer it. 
.3 G Then Job anfwered the Lorn, and faid, 
4 Behold, Iam vile; what fhall I anfwer thee? I 
will lay mine hand upon my mouth. A 
5 Once have I fpoken; but Iwill not anfwer: yea; 
twice ; but I will proceed no further. . 





16 She is hardened againfi her young ones, &e.] It is: obfervable 
that the oltrich has a very {mall fhare of that natural affeétion which 
fo ftrongly cxerts itfelf in other creatures; for upon the leaft diftant ~ 
noife, or any trivial occafion, fhe forfakes her e gS Or young ones, 
to which perhaps fhe never returns; or if fhe does, it may be too 
late cither to reftore genial warmth to the one, or preferve the lives 
of the other. 

17 God hath deprived her of aifdom, &e.] She is alfo inconfiderate 
and foolifh in the choice of her. food; {wallowing every thing in- 
difcriminately, with the utmoft greedinefs, whether pieces of rags, 
leather, waod, ftone, lead, or iron. 

19 Haft thou given the horfe free &c.] Here follows one of 
the moft lively and beautifuf deicriptions that was ever penned. 
In this defcription, the facred poct makes all the beauties to flow 
from an inward principle in the creature he defcribes, and thereby 
gives great fpirit and vivacity to it: here are all the great and 
{prightly images that thought can form of this generous beaft, ex- 
prefied in fuch force and energy of ftyle, as would have given the 
great wits of antiquity new laws for the fublime, had they been 
acquainted with thefe writings. : 

24 He fawallonveth rhe ground} A bold and noble image for 
{wiftnefs. 

_ Neither believeth be that it is the found of the trumpet.] Yc cannot 
believe it for joy. ; 

25 He faich among the trumpets, Ha, ha.) He acighs, he rejoices. 
+ Be firclfeth the battle afar of, &c.] Expreffive of his ardent defire 


to engage, 


GrweRrat Rerieetrons on Chap. XXXIX. 


In this chapter we are called upon to adiire and adore the power 
and wifdom of God in his works, their various gualities, and his 


CHAP. XL. XLI. 

















r take him for a fervant for ever? 





a. eee ee 





6 J- Then anfwered the Lorp unto Job out of the 
whirlwind, and faid; * Daa peel as 

7 Gird up thy loins now likea man: Iwill demand 
of thee, and declare thou.unto me. a ae 2 a5 

8 Wilt thou alfo difannul my judgment? wilt 
condemn me, that thou mayeft be rightcous? | | 

9 Haft thou an arm like God? or canft thou thun- 
der with a voice like him? pe Re 

1o Deck thyfelf now with majefty and excellency; 
and array thyfelf with glory and Beauty. | 7 = 

11 Caft abroad the rage of thy wrath: and behold 
every one that 7s proud, and abafe him. (pee: 

12 Look on every one.shat is proud, and bring’ him 
low ; and tread down the wicked in their place: * 

13 Hide them in the duft together ; avd bind their 
faces in fecret. : : : 

14. Then will I alfo confefs unto thee that thine own 
right-hand can fave thee. 

15 J Behold now behemoth, which I made with 
thee; he eateth grafs as an ox. , 

16 Lo now, his ftrength 7s in his loins, and his 
force is in the navel of his belly, 

17 He moveth his tail like a cedar: the finews of 
his {tones are wrapped together, 

18 His bones are as {trong pieces of brafs; his bones 
are like bars of iron. 

19 He zs the chief of the ways of God: he that 
made him can make his {word ro approach unto bim. 

20 Surely the mountains bring him forth food, where 
all the beafts of the field play, 

21 He lieth under the fhady trees, in the covert of 
the reed, and fens. 

22 The fhady trees cover him wih their fhadow; 
the willows of the brook compafs him about. , 

23 Behold, he drinkerh upa river, and haftcth not: 
he trufteth that he can draw up Jordan into his mouth. 

24 He taketh it with his eyes: sis nofe pierceth 


through fnares. 


thou 


4 


CHAP. XLI. 


_ Of God's great power in the leviathan. 
ANST thou draw out leviathan, with an hook? 
or his tongue with a cord which thou letteft down? 
2 Canft thou put an hook into his nofe? or bore his 


; Jaw through with a thorn? 


3 Will he make many fupplications unto thee? will 


thé fpeak foft words unto thee? 


4 Will he make a covenant with thec? wile thou 
a 


Wilt thou play with him as wth a bird? or wilt 
thou bind him tor tliy maidens? 
6 Shall 


' Sd 
Eamets eS SSeS nyse UseuhanpeseRvannénryvumnees 


provifion for them: this conlideration fhould lead us to humble 
ourfelves, under a fenfe of our own ignorance, weaknefs, and 
nothingnefs, that we look upto him as the bountiful author of 
every good and pericét gift. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XL, 


4 Bebsld, Lam wild; what fhall I anfwer thee ? &c.] Job, whofe 
great confufion and terror had hitherto kept him filent, now anfwers 
with becoming humility, that he was awretched creature, and un- 
worthy to {peak to the Majefty of Heaven, 

5 Once have I fpoken;. but I will uot anfwer? yea, tavice; but hevill 
proceed no further.\ Ihave faid too much already, in {peaking only 
two or three words to thee; but I have done, I will add no more. 

15 Behold now behemoth, &c.] The word behemoth” is of 
Egyptian derivation, fignifying not the elephant, but a cicature 

. in that country, called by the Greck writers hippopotamus, i, ¢. 

river-horfe. 
1g He is the chief of the ways of God, &e.] He is one of the prins 

cipal works of Gad among the brute creation. 
23 And hafteth not, &c.] Drinketh at leifure, without fear. 
Generar Rerrecrirons on Chap. XI. 

We are hence taught, that our moft exalted ideas fall infinitely fhare 
of the nature of the divine Being: that ke is unfearchable in his 
councils; and that when any thing in creation.exceeds our 
comprehenfion, it fhould at once excite in us wonder and love, 
adoration and humility. es 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, XLL 
a Leviathan, &c.] We are not by this creature to underftand the 


4° whale, but the:érecodile, to whom every. part of this defcription 
‘|. is conformable, : 


6 Thy 





-God’s great power Jeen ‘un the behemoth, 
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great power feen in the leviathan. 


_ 6 Shall thy companions make a banquet of -him? 
fhall they part him among the merchants? . 
__,7 Canft thou fill his fkin with barbed irons? or his 


‘head with fith fpears? | 


8 Lay thine hand upon him, remember the battle, | 


do no more. 


..9 Behold, the hope of him is in vain: fhall not one ‘} 


‘be caft down even at the fight of him? 


10 None is fo fierce that dare ftir him up; who then ° 


js able to ftand before me? 


- 11 Who hath prevented me, that I.fhould repay 


‘bin ? whalfover is under the whole heaven is mine. 


..¥2 ] will not conceal his parts, nor his power, nor | 


his comely proportion. , ; ‘ 
.. 13 Who. can difcover the face of his garment? or 
‘who can come 40 bim with his double bridle? 
..14 Who can open. the doors of his face? his teeth 
‘are terrible round about. 
15 His {cales ave bis pride, fhut up together as with 
a clofe feal. . 
16 One is fo near to another, that no air can come 
between them. ; 
.. 17 They are joined one to another, they ftick toge- 
ther that they cannot be fundered. 
_18 By his neefings a light doth fhine, and his eyes 
are like the eyelids of the morning. 
19 Qut of his mouth go.burning lamps, avd {parks 
of fire leap out. : 
20 Out of his noftrils goeth fmoke, as out of a feeth- 
ing pot or caldron. ; 
21 His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth out 
of his mouth. | a 
22 In his neck .remaineth firength, and forrow is 
turned into joy before him. nee i . 
_ .23.The flakes of his flefh are joined together: they 
are firm in themfelves ; they cannot be moved. 
24 His heart is as firm as a ftone; yea, as hard as 
a ‘piece of the nether midfone. . a. 
25 Whenheraifeth up himfelf, the mighty are afraid: 
by reafon of breakings they purify themfelves. 
26 The fword of him that layeth at him-cannot hold: 
the fpear, the dart, nor:the.habergeon. 
27 He eftecmeth iron as ftraw, and brafs as rotten 
wood. . 
28 The arrow cannot make him flee: fling-ftones 
are turned with him into ftubble. 
29 Darts are counted as ftubble ; he laugheth ar the 


fhaking ofa fpear. 


30 Sharp ftones are under him : he fpreadeth fharp j 


pointed things.upon the mire. 
31 He maketh the deep to boil likea pot: he maketh 


the fea like a pot of.ointment. ; 
32 He maketh a path to. fhine after him; one would 


think the deep /o de hoary. 





6 Thy companions, &c.] The fifhermen. 

8 oat the “nde! do no more.| If thou once confider the 
danger, thou wilt not meddle with him. . , 

9 The hope of him is in vain, &c.) Namely, of him who thinks 
to take him. : 

18 His eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.) Here is conveyed to 
us as great an image of the thing reprefented as is poffible to be 
done by words. And probably the Egyptians from hence borrowed 
their hicroglyphic of the morning, which is a crocadile’s cye. 

19 Oxt of bis mouth go burning lamps, &c.) _ Naturalifts tell us, 
that the ciocodile, lying a long time under water, and being there 
forced to hold his breath, when he emerges, his breath, by being 
long repreft, is hot, and burfts out fo violently, that it refembles 
fre and [moke. 3 : 

22 Sorrow is turned inte jay before him.] 


difficult to him. : ae 
sey ey are under him, Sc.) His fkin is fo hard, and he 


is fo armed with f{cales, that the fharp-pointed things on which he 

fts do not hurt him. : : 
ye The fee oe @ pot of ointment.] | That is, Troubled with the 
flimy mud that he ftirreth up. ; ; 
34 He beholdeth all high things, &t.] Without any fear, as if he 
eontemned thei. : 

Generat Rerrectsons on Chap. XLI 

All the works of Providence are truly admirable : let us not efteem 
. them ‘the ‘lefs, becaule we fee thei daily, but pont the’ great 

Grgaror-for. thei ;-and let the contemplation o 

3 


Nothing is painful or 


, 


inferior objeéts’ 





JOB. 








-. 33 Upon earth there is not his like, who is made 
without fear. 

34 He beholdeth all high 
all the children of pride. 


oe CHAP. XLII. i 

3 Fob fubmitieth himZlf unto God. 9 God preferring 
J0t’s caufe,-maketh bis friends fubmit themfelves, aud 
accepteth bim. 10 He magnifielh and bleffeth Fob. 16 
Job's. age and death. aa a 


6 Bare?) Job anfwered the Lorn, and faid, 
2 I-know that thou canft do every thing, and 
tbat no thought can be withholden from thee. . 

‘3 Who 7s he that hideth counfel without knowledge? 
therefore have I uttered that I underftood not 3; things 
too wonderful for me, which I knew not. . 

4. Hear, I befeech thee, and I will fpeak: I will dec 
mand of thee, and declare thou unto me. 3 

51 have heard of thee by the hearing of the car! 
but now mine eye feeth thee. 

6 Wherefore l abhor mv/elf, 
afhes. o: 

7.q And it was /, that after the Lorp had fpoken 
thefe words unto Job, the Lorn faid to Eliphaz the 
Temanite, My wrath is kindled againft thee, and againit 
thy two friends: for ye have nor fpoken of me be ‘hing 
that is right, as my fervant Job bash. 

8 Therefore take unto you now feven bullocks and 
feven rams, and go to my fervant Job, and offer up for 
yourfelves a burnt offering ; and my fervant Job thall 
pray for you: for him will Laccept : left J deal with 
you after vour folly, in that ye have not fpoken of me 
the thing which is right, like my fervant Job. 

9 J So Eliphaz the Yemanite, and Bildad the Shu~ 
hite, avd Zophar the Naamathite, wens, and did accord- 
ing as the Lorp-communded them: the Lorp allo 
accepted Job. 

10 And the Lorp turned the captivity of Job, when 
he prayed for his friends: alfo the Lorp gave Job 
twice as much as he chad before: oe 

11 Then came there:unto him all his brethren, and 
all his fifters, and all they that had been of his ac- 
quaintance before, and did cat bread with him im his 
houfe; and they bemoaned. him, and ‘comforted him 
over all the evil that the Lorp had brought upon him: 
every man alfo gave hima piece of money, and every 
one an ear-ring of gold. . ; 

12 So the Loro blefied the latter end of Job more: 
than his beginning: for he had fourteen thoufand fheep, 
and fix rhoufand camels, and‘a thoufand yoke of oxen, 
and a thoufand fhe affes. 

13 Q He had alfo feven fons, and three daughters. 

14. And he called the name of the firft Jemima, and 

; ; the 
CCE 
raife in our minds a reverential awe of their glorious Author, 
who is God over all, bleiTed. for ever, and the only fource of all 
perfeétion and truc felicity. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES on Chap. XLII. 

3 Then Fob anfwered the Lard, and fail.) The foregoing [peeches 
having in fo lively a manner reprefented the powcr aud wifdom of 
God in his works, awakened Job to a fuller conviction of his error 
than he had before, and forced him now to fubmit himfelf to the 


things: he isa king over 


and repent in duft and 


_ great Lord of all, the creator, the difpofer, the preférver of the 


univerfe ; with the profoundett humility confe{Ting, repenting, and 
begging pardon for his faults; refigning himfelf-entirely to be in- 
ftrutted by him, and refolving never hercafter to complain of or 


’ queftion the cquity and goodnefs of his providence. 


4 J will demand of thee, aud declare thon unto me.) Let me learn 
of thee, and do thou inftru@ my ignorance. 

5 L have heard of thee by the hearing of the ears but HOR, &c.] MWe 
had now a clear and fenfible perception of his being and divine 


‘perfeétions. 


8 Go 10 my forvant Fab, &c.] To reconcile yourfelves fully unto 
him, before you can think of reconciling yourfelves unto me. It 
is fuppofed Job was appointed to be their pric{t, and offer for them 
their burnt-offering. 

11 Every man aljo gave him a piece of money, &c.] 
rendered “ a piece of moncy,” fignifics alfo lambs, or young fheep, 
as the Chaldee paraphraft turns the word. 


t 14 Jemima} Jemima fignifics “ the day;” becaufe of the day of 
felicity which he now enjoyed, after a long night of affliction. 


esi] 


God accepteth and bieffeth Gob 
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were eins tsa csrmaaer 


“The happine/i of the godly. 


ramets: 












Before the name of the fecond, Kezia3 and the name of the 

CHRIST third, Keren-happuch. . 

ape". Ge 15 And in all the land were no‘women found / fair | 
as the daughters of Job: and their father gave theni 
inheritance among their brethren. ; 





_Kezia] Keziais the name of a certain {pice in Arabia of an ex- 
cellent fragrance, and’ given here by Job in remembrance of God’s 
healing his fores. _ : 

Keren-happuch.] This fignifies * plenty reftored,”? and is ap- 
plied on account of God’s having reftored him to his profperity. ° 

16 After this lived Fob an hundred and forty years, and faw, &¢.] 
He lived in all two hundred and forty years, . , 

19 So Fob died, being old and full of days.| .' The LXX add, And it 
is written that he fhall rife again among. thofe whom ‘the Lord fhall 
raife’; which is a.plain proof that the Jews believed a refurredtion. 











—— 
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MS. The kingdom of “Chri. 


16 q After this lived Job an hundred and forty Before 
years, and faw his fons, and his-fons’ fons, even four SH !ST 
‘generations. met 

17 So Job died, being old and full of days. 


2 aod ae A schon Ye wht 7 


Generar Rerrecrrons on Chap. XLII. 

The cbnclufion of this hiftory-affords an illaftridus’ example, whereby 
we fee, that if God afflits his children to try them, he grants them 
at length.a happy- deliverance ; and that. oftentimes he. blefics 
them in this Jite, and fe them much more than lie had taken 
from them. We fhould therefore never be difcouraged under cur 
circumftinces, but eruft in God, imitating the piety and patience’ 
of Job, and then we fhall find, as he did, that the Lord is full of 
compaffion, and ever ready to give us more than we either defirc 
or deferve. - 








The Book of PSALMS. 


———— 





THE ARGUMENT. 


The book of Pfalms is @ colledtion of fpiritual fongs and hymns, compiled by Jeveral men in feveral ages: moft of ‘them 
were compofed by David, fome by Solomon,.and one (if not more) by Mofes. Some were compofed during the -cap- 


, hivity, and some after their return. 


It is probable. that fome pious perfons colleted as many of the pfalms as they 


could find, and doubtlefs preferved them for their comfort in their captivity; and when thiy returned to Ferufalem, 
. brought them-with them ; where Exra ranged.them in one collection, in the manner we now have them. The Hebréws 
Sung their plalms with different infiruments: the word ** pfalm,” which is Greek, figaifies the found of a fringed 


_ anftrument of mific. 
——_— 


PSAL I. 
. i The happinefs of the godly. 4 The unbappine/s of the 
‘ x ungodly. 


counfel of the ungodly, nor ftandeth in the way 
of finners, nor fitteth in the feat of the fcornful. 
2 But his delight zs in the law of the Lorn; anc in 
his law doth he meditate day and night. . 
_.3 And he fhall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his feafon; 
his*leaf alfo fhall not wither ; and whatfoever he doeth 
fhall profper. 
’ 4 The ungodly are not fo: but are like the chaff 
which the wind driveth away. 
5 Therefore the ungodly fhall not ftand in the judg- 
ment, nor finners in the congregation of the righteous. 
6 For the Lorp knoweth the way of the righteous: 
but the way of che ungodly fhall perifh. * 


Bp conetct is the man that walketh not in the 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. I. 


1 Blefed is the man, &c.] The pfalmift here diftinguifhes the 
wicked into three different ranks ; viz. the man that “ walkerh in 
the counfel of the ungodly,” the man that “ ftandeth in the way of 
finners,” and the man that ‘¢ fitteth in the feat of the fcornful.” 
By the « {cornful” are meant thofe who not only negle&t, but alfo 

» fcoff at religion, and make a mock of that, which of all things in the 
world is of the greateft importance. Walking or ftanding in the way’ 
of finners, reprefents only particular wicked actions; but fitting 
fignifies a fixed, refolute eitablifhment in an habit of wickedneds. 

3 -dnd be foall be like a tree, &c.] As a tree planted near the 
water of a perpetual fountain flourihhes all the year; fo hall the pious 
man be ever profpcrous, and in the iffue reap a plentiful fruit of his 
Jabours. 

4. Like the chaff which the wind driveth away.] The ancient 
method of winnowing their corn, and as it is now praétifed in the 
ealt, was by throwing it up againit the wind with a fhovel. 

. § Shall not fland in the judgment, &c.] Let them not think to 
defend themfelves when God judges the world. 

6 The Lord knoweth the way, Sc.] i.e. He approves and highly 
eftcems the way, &c. 


Grwerai ReFrections on Pfal. I, 


We are taught, in this pfalm, that it is the duty of every Chriftian 
to remove from the company and diforders of the wicked, and to 
’ delight chiefly in the meditation of the law of the Lord; that God 
Knows, bleffes, and profpers the righteous; but the wicked. fhall 


No, 39. 
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PSAL. IL 
i The kingdom of Chrift. 10 Kings are exhorted to fubmit 
to it. 


. HY do the heathen rage, and-the people ima-. ,o4, 
_ gine a vain thing ? o 

‘2 The kings of the earth fet themfélves, and the 
rulers take counfel together, againit the Lorp, and 
againft his anointed, /ayzng, 

g Let us break their bands afunder, and caft away 
their cords from us. 

4 He that fitteth in the heavens fhall laugh: the Lorp 
fhall have them in derifion. : 

5 Then fhall he fpeak unto them in his wrath, and 
vex them in his fore difpleafure. 

6 Yet have I fet my king upon my holy hill of Zion. 

7 1 will declare the decree: the Lorp hath faid unto 
me, Thou aré my Son; this day have I begotten thee. 

8 Afk 





not efcape his vengeance; but, fooner or later, will be plunged 
into inconceivable miferies. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL. II. 


Under the hiftory of David, whom God raifed to a throne, and 
eflablifhed in it, we have alfo an illuftrious prophecy of the king- 
dom of Curist, whom God raifed even from the dend, made him 
the King of glory, and extended’ his kingdom to the uttermoft parts 
of the earth, notwithftanding all the rage and malice of the powers 
of earth and hell. 

2 The kings of the earth, &c.] The kings and governors of the 
world are confederated to oppofe the defigns of God, who has 
anointed one king over his people ; in the jame manner as Herod, 
Pontius Pilate, and the rulers of [frael, will confpire againt the Mef- 
fiah, and will endeavour to dethrone him to whom God hath given 
all the kingdoms of the carth. So the apoftles interpreted this pfalm ; 
fee ABs iv. 27. 

3 Let us break their bands afunder, &c.] Let us, fay they, thake 
off all obedience to this new king; we will not have him to reign 
over us. 

6 Yet have I fet my hing upon my holy bill of Zion.) _Nowwvith- 
ftanding all your oppofition, 1 have anointed and fet up David, who 
rules by my authority in the hill of Zion, the place of my peculiar 
refidence: as in future time 1 will alfo anoint one of his pofterity to 
fit on the throne of glory, at the sight hand of the Majeity on high. 

7 I will declare the decree: the Lord bath faid, &c.| This is de- 
{criptive of the great exaltation of the Lord Jefus Chrift, whom God 
had fore-determined to raife again to Tife after being dead and buried; 
and then to crown with glory and honour in the heavens, 

A 8 I frall 





David prayeth God to hear him. PSALMS. “God favoureth not the wicked. 


8 Afk of me, and I fhall give zee the heathen for 
thine inheritance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth 
Jor thy poffeffion. 


9 Thon fhalt break them with a rod.of iron; thou, 


fhalt dafh them in pieces like a potter’s veffel. 
. 10 Be wife now therefore, O ye kings : be inftrudted, 


ye judges of the earth. me ; 
4£ Serve the Lorp with fear, and rejoice with 


trembling. : 
12 Kifs the Son, left he be angry, and ye perifh 
from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. 
Bleffed are all they that put their truft in him. 
PSAL. II. 
The fecurity of God’s proteéion. 
A Pfalm of David, when he fled from Abfalom his fon. 


7023. L° RD, how are they increafed that trouble me? 


many are they that rife up againft me. , 

2 Many there be which fay of my foul, There zs no 
help for him in God. Selah. 

3 But thou, O Lord, arta fhield for me; my glory, 
and the lifter up of mine head. 

4 I cried unto the Lorn with my voice, and he heard 
me out of his holy hill. Selah. ; 

s 1 laid me down and flept; I awaked; for the 
Loxp fuftained me. 

6 Iwill not be afraid of ten: thoufands of people, 
that have fet themfelves againft me round about. 

4 Arife, O Lorp; fave me, O my God: for thou 
haft fmitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; 
thou haft broken the teeth of the ungodly. 

8 Salvation delongeth unto the Loro: thy bleffing is 
upon thy people. Selah. 


PSAL. IV. 


1 David prayeth God to hear him. 2 He reproveth and ex- 
horteth his enemies. 6 Man's happinefs is in God’s 
Javour. e. 

To the chief Mufician on Neginoth, A Pfalm of David. 

EAR me when [ call, O God of my righteouf- 


nefs: thou haft enlarged me when I was in dif- 


trefs; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer. 
2 O ye fons of men, how long will ye turn my glory 


re ESSE 
' $ J fhall give thee the heathen for thine inkeritance, &c.}] You thal! 


fhortly behold the heathen f{ubdued by David; and hereafter all the 
nations of the earth thall be fubjected to the power of Chrift. 

10 Be wife now therefore, &c.] Submit therefore to the decrees 
of heaven, for it will be madnefs to oppofe the Lord’s anointed. 

12 Kifs the Son] To kifs, which is a fymbol of love, and a 
token of obedience, (fee 1 Sam. x. 1.) is here put for to love and 
obey.’ : 

‘dnd ye perifo from the way, &c.} And ye cry, wander, or de- 
viate, from the night way. 


Generar ReFrecrrons on Pfal. II. 

David’s confidence, manifefted in this pfalm, fhews us, that whatever 
men do contrary to the defigns of God, is vain; for his decrees 
will-furely come to pafs. But we ought more efpecially to con- 
fider this pfalm (and indeed many others) as relating to the {pi- 
ritual kingdom of Jefus Chrift, which has been eftablifhed in fpite 
of ail oppofition, and will fubfitt for ever: let us therefore fub- 
mit ourfelves to this glorious King, ferve him with fear and joy, 
and place all our truft in his protection and favour. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. III. 


1 Lord, bow are they increafed, &c.] Lord, how amazing is this 
change! I who lately triumphed over fo many countries, now fee 


mine own fubjeéts in arms againft me; and, with mine own fon,. 


confpiring to deprive me of both crown and life. 
_ 2 OF my fou , i. e. Concerning me, or my life. 

Selah.) This word fignifies an elevation of the voice; and may 
be applied either to the attention of the mind, or the raifing of the 


yolce. 
7 Upon the cheek bone, &c.] To {mite upon the cheek bone, isa 


fign and term of. reproach. ; 
Generat Rerrectrions on Pfal. III, 


‘The inftruétion here laid down is, that a man who fears God, may 
be reduced to great diftrefs; but he neverthelefs does not lofe his 
sonfidence, neither does he fear men; but always depends upon 
the exiftence of God, even in the midft of the greateft dangers. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, IV. 
To she chief Mufician] Or, tothe mafter, or him that excelleth: 


es 


into fhame? Low /ong will ye love vanity, and feek after 
leafing ? Selah. ; 

But know that the L.orp hath fet apart him that 
is godly for himfelf: the Lorp will hear when I call 
unto him. 

_4 Stand in awe, and fin not: commune with your. 
own heart upon your bed, and be ftill. Selah. 

5 Offer the facrifices of righteoufnefs, and put your 
truft in the Lorp. : 
- 6 There be many that fay, Who will thew us any 
good? Lorp, lift thou up the light of thy counte-. 

nance upen us. os 

7 Thou haft put gladnefs in my heart, more than.in’ 
the time that their corn and their wine increafed. 

8 I will both lay me down in peace, and fleep: for 
thou, Lorn, only makeft me dwell in fafety. 


PSAL W : 

t David prayeth and profeffeth his fiudy in prayer. 4 God 

Savoureth not the wicked. 7 David profeffing his faith, 

prayeth unto God to guide him, 10 to deftroy bis enemies, 
11 and to preferve the godly. 

To the chief Mufician upon Nehiloth, A Pfalm of David. 


Coe ear to my words, O Lorp, confider my me- 
ditation. 

2 Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and 
my God: for unto thée will I pray.:” 

3 My voice fhalt thou hear in the morning, O Lorp; 
in the morning will I direét my prayer unto thee, and 
will look up. . 

4 For thon art not a God that hath pteafure in wick- 
ednefs : neither fhall evil dwell with thee. ; 

5 The foolifh fhall not ftand in thy fight: the 
hateft all workers of iniquity. 

6 Thou fhalt deftroy them that fpeak leafing: the 
Lorn will abhor the. bloody and deceitful man. 

7 But as for me, I will come into thy houfe in the 
multitude of thy mercy; ad in thy fear will I worlhip 
toward thy holy temple. Ln Jee ae 

8 Lead me, O Lorn, in thy righteoufnefs becaufe 
of mine enemies; make thy way ftraight before my face. 

9 For there is no faithfulnefs in their mouth; their 
inward part is very wickednefy ; their throat 7s an open 
fepulchre; they flatter with their tongue. ; 

1o Deftroy 


renee 
the original word fignifieth, one that profecuteth any thing to the 
end, or the continuance of a work till it is finifhed and perfeéted : 
and David delivered this to the care of fuch a mafter, that, under 
his direction, it might be excellently performed. Some interpret this 
as meant of Chrift. 

Neginoth, S&c.] Stringed mufical intruments. 

1 Thou haf cnlarged me when I was. in diftrefi; have mercy upon 
me, &c.] Thou haft heretofore delivered me out of my troubles and 
greatet dangers, which makes me hope thou wilt ftill take pity upon 
me, and hear and’grant my humble petition. 

--2 Sons of mex] It thould rather be tranflated, Sons of man; for 
s¢ fons of men” are thofe of the race of Adam; but fons of man are 
perfons of rule and dignity in the world. : 

Hew long will ye turn my glory into foame?] Ceafe to defame 
and overturn my government. 

And feck after leafing ? &<.] Invent calumnies, and. induftrioufly 
{pread lies. 

.. 6 There be many that fay, &c.| Many are apt to defpair; but do 
thou, O Lord, look favourably upon us, and blefs us. 


Greseerat Rerrections on Pfal. 1V. 


We may learn from hence, that the enterprizes formed againft the 
righteous are vain; that worldly men feek only for the advantages 
of this life, but that the children of God afpire only to obtain his 
favour, which conftitutes both their happinefs and fecurity ; and 
fills their heart with more joy, even under the greateft afflictions, 
than worldly men have in their greateft profperity. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL. V. 
Nebiloth, &c.] Nehiloth is underftood to mean wind-inftruments, 


fach as flutes, trumpets, organs, &c. as Neginoth comprehends 


ftringed inftruments. 

1 My meditation.] i. e. My complaint and cry. 

4 Neither foall evil davell with thee.]_ Or be a gueft with thee. 

5 The foolifo, &c.] ‘The word is ufed for mad, and implies raving 
with folly, or running eagerly after fin. 

7 Toward thy holy temple.) Towards thy fan&tuary, into which 
the worfhippers did not enter, but in the court-yard, and at the dour 
offered ther gifts. 

9 Their inward part, &e.) Their minds or confciences. 

: 10 Deroy 








10 Deftroy thou them, O God; let them fall by 
their own counfels; caft them out in the multitude of 
their tranfgreflions; for they have rebelled againft thee. 

11 But let all thofe that put their cruft in thee re- 
joice: let them ever fhout for joy, becaufe thou de- 
fendeft them : let them alfo that love thy name be joy- 
ful in thee. : 

12 For thou, Lorn, wilt blefs the righteous ; with 
favour wilt thou compafs him as with a thield. 


, PSAL. VI. : 
1 David's complaint in bis Sicknefs. 8 By faith he tri- 
umpheth over his enemies: 
To the chief Mufician on Neginoth upon Sheminith, 
A Pfalm of David. 
Lorp, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither 
, chaften me in thy hot difpleafure. . 
2 Have mercy upon me, O Lorp; for I am weak: 
O Lorp, heal me; for my bones are vexed. 
3 My foul is alfo fore vexed: but thou, O Lonrp, 
how long? 
4 Return, O Lorp, deliver my foul: Oh fave me 
for thy mercies’ fake. . 
5 Forin death there is no remembrance of thee: in 
the grave who fhall give thee thanks ? ; 
6 lam weary with my groaning; all the night make 
Imy bedto fwim; I water my couch with my tears. 
7 Mine eye is confumed becaufe of grief; it waxeth 
old becaufe of all mine enemies. 
8 Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for 
the Lop hath heard the voice of my weeping. 
9 The Lorp hath heard my fupplication ; the Lorp 
will receive my prayer. 
10 Let all mine enemies be afhamed and fore vexed: 
‘let them return and be afhamed fuddenly. 


PSAL. VIL 


1 David prayeth againft the malice of bis enemies, pro- 
Seffing bis innocency. “10 By faith be feeth his defence, 
and the deftrudction of bis enemies. 


Shiggaion of David, which he fang unto the Lorp, 
concerning the words of Cufh the Benjamite. 


3062. Lorp my God, in thee do I put my truft: fave 
O me from all them that perfecute me, and de- 
liver me: 


10 Deftroy thou them, Sc.] The LXX read, Judge them. 

12 With favour wilt thou compaf: him as with a Soield.| Thou 
wilt cover and defend him, as with an impenetrable fhield, againit 
all the darts of his enemies. 


Generau REFLECTIONS on Pfal. V. 


There are obfervable in this pfalm, 1. The zeal and confidence with 
which good men call upon the Lord in their neceflities ; 2. The 
fervour, pleafure, and refpe@t, with which they worfhip him in 

his houfe; 3. The averfion God has againft fin, efpecially pride, 
cruelty, and deceit; and, laftly, The punifament referved for the 
wicked, and the prote¢tion which God extends to all thofe who 
fear and truit ia him. 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on PSAL, VI. 


Sheninith, &c.] Sheminith fignifies cight; and commentators in 
general are of opinion that this pfalm was ordered to be fung to the 
harp of eight ftrings. Some grievous difeafe and malady, from which 
David had recovered, is fuppofed to have given occafion to this peni- 
tential pfalm. ; : 

1 O Lord, rebuke me nat in thine anger, &c.}] David here begs 
of God that he would be pleafed tu mitigate his chaftifement, and 
abate of his feverity, left his fpirit fhould be overwhelmed within 
him, and he fink under his affliGian. 

3 O Lord, how lug?] Or, as the other tranflation has it, How 
Jong wilt thou punifh ine? 

5 For is death there is no remembrance of thee, al There I can 
have no opportunity of doing thee fervice, the dea being utterly 
unable to commemorate thy wonderful works, and Propagate the 
memory of them to poflerity: : 

© 99 Mine eye is confumed becaufe oY grief, &e.] This may be taken for 
the whole vifage or countenance. 

8 Depart fiom me, all ye workers of éniquity, &.] Depart from 
me, ye wicked, nor malicioufly infult my affliftion, nor vainly ex- 
pect my death. 

10 Let all mine enemies, be abamed, &c.] The other tranflation 
seads, All mine enemies fhall be confounded, &c. which feems nat 
© confiftent with the fentiments of David, though more applicable 
to the Mefiiah. 



























“David's complaint in his ficknefs. . PSALM’'S. fle prayeth againft his enemies. 


2 Left he tear my foul like a lion, rending it in 
pieces, while there is none to deliver. 

3O Lorp my God, if I have done this 3 if there 
be iniquity in my hands ; 

4 If T have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace 
with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without canfe 
is Mine enemy :) . 

5 Let the enemy perfecute my foul, and take it ; 
ea, let him tread down my life upon the earth, and 
ay mine honour in the duft. Selah. 

_ 6 Arife, O Lorn, in thine anger, lift up thyfelf be- 
caufe of the rage of mine enemies : and awake for me 
to the judgment that thou hatt commanded. 

7 So fhall the congregation of the people compafs 
one about: for their fakes therefore return thou on 

igh. 

5 The Lorn fhall judge the people : judge me, O 
Lorp, according tomy righteoufnels, and according to 
mine integrity ¢Aat és in me. 

9 Oh let the wickednefs of the wicked come to an 
end; but eftablifh the juft: for the righteous God 
trieth the hearts and reins. 

10 My defence is of God, which faveth the upright 
in heart. : 

11 God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry 
with the wicked every day. 

12 If he turn not, he will whet his {word ; he hath 
bent his bow, and made it ready. 

13. He hath alfo prepared for him the inftruments 
of death ; he ordaineth his arrows againit the perfe. 
cutors. 

14 Behold, he travaileth with iniquity, ahd hath 
conceived mifchief, and brought forth falfehood. 

15 He made a pit, and digged it, and is fallen into 
the ditch which he made. 

16 His mifchief fhall return upon his own head, 
and his violent dealing fhall come down upon his own 

ate. 

17 I will praife the Lorp according to his righteouf- 
nefs: and will fing praife to the name of the Lorp 
moft high. : 


PSAL. Vit. 


God's glory is magnified by bis works, and by his love to man. 


To the chief Mufician upon Gittith, A Pfalm of David. 
O Lorp 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Pfal. VIL 


We are here taught to pray with David not only to be preferved from 
the evils of this life, but alfo for the pardon of our fins, and from 
the punifliments.of the life to come. We: fhould have recourfe to 
God, through Chrift, with humility and faith, being affured he 
will grant our requefts, and deliver us from every hurtful fhare. 


‘COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL, VII. 


Shiggaion of David, &c.] Shagah (from whence Shiggaion is 
derived) is ufed for delight, or wandering in pleafure. This pfalm 
may therefore be insitled the delight, pleafure, or folace of David. 
It was written on occafion of fome calumnies and falfe accufations 
which Cufh, one of the fame tribe with Saul, had charged David 
withal, : 

2 Lift be tear my foul like a lion, &c.] So great is his power, and 
fo implacable his rage, that if thou fufferett me to fall into his hands, 
1am no more able to oppofe Saul, than a lamb to defend itfelf againit 
a lion. 

9 The righteous God trieth the hearts and reins.) Difcerneth the 
moft fecret thoughts and defires, 

ax Ged is angry with rhe wicked every day.] Though he delays the 
punifhment of their mifdeeds, yer doth he ftill remember the offence, 
and increafeth the punifhment of thofe who treafure up for themfelves 
wrath againft the day of wrath: . 

a2 Lf he turn not, be will whet bis Sword, &c.] If the wicked 
repent not, God will punifh them with the greater feverity. 

14 Bebold, be travailerh with smiguity, &c.] This calumniator hath 
formed moft mifchievous defigns againit both my honour and my life, 
which fhall all mifcarry, and deceive his expe@ations. 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Phal, Vo. 


From this pfaim we fhould learn to have recourfe to God, in our 
> wants, with a pure and upright heart; we alfo find herein, that 
the malice of the wicked fhall come to an end; that if they will 
not hearken to the voice of God, he will infli@ upon them the 
punifhments their fins deferve, and at length bring the evil upon 
themfelves which they ee for others. Hereby God makes 
known his juftice and wifdom, for which alfo the righteous have 
reafon to adore and praife him with grateful hearts. 
3 COMMENTARY 


._ God's wondrous love to man. 


1018. 


~y Lorp our Lord, how excellent zs thy name in all 
the-earth! who haft fet thy glory above the hea. 
vens. 
2 Out of the mouth of babes and fucklings haft thou 
ordained ftrength becaufe of thine enemies, that thou 
mighteft ftill the enemy and the avenger. 
3 When.1 confider thy heavens, the work of thy fin- 


gers, the moon and the ftars, which thou haft ordained ; 


What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and 
the fon of man, that thou vifiteft him? 


5 For thou haft made him a little lower than the an- 


els, and haft crowned him with glory and. honour. 


6 Thou madeft him to have dominion over the 


works of thy hands; thou haft put all ¢Aimgs under his 
feet : 


fiéld ; 


what/feever paffeth through the paths of the feas. 
9g O Lorp our Lord, how excellent 7s thy name in 


* all the earth ! 


: - PSAL, IX. 


1 David praifeth God for executing of judgment. 11 He 


inciteth others to praife him. 13 He prayeth that he 
may have caufe to praife him. j 
To the chief Mufician upon Muth-labben, 
A Pfalm of David. 


Will praife thee, O Lonp, with my whole heart ;_ 


I will thew forth all thy marvellous works. 


_ 2 I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will fing praife 


to thy name, O thou molt High. 


3 When mine enemies are turned back, they fhall fall” 


and perifh at thy prefence. 
4 For thou haft maintained my right and my. caufe ; 


thou fateft in the throne judging right. 


5 Thou haft rebuked the heathen, thou haft deftroyed" 


the wicked, thou haft put out their name for ever and 
ever. ; é 
6 O thou enemy, deftructions are come to a perpe-~ 
tual end: and thou haft deftroyed cities; their memo- 
rial is perifhed with them. 

. 7 But the Lorn fhall endure for ever: he hath pre- 


- pared his throne for judgment. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, VHI. 
Gittith, &c.] The moft probable opinion is, that David compoféd' 


this pfalm after his victory over Goliath of Gath ; which is very agreea- 


ble to the matrer of the pfalm, and a lively emblem of Chrift’s con~ 

queft over our great enemy the devil. 

12 Out of roe mouth of babes and fucklings haft thou ordained firength, &c.] 
That thou fhouldeft enable the weakeft of men to do the greateft things, 
is enough to confound all the enemies, and to ftop the mouths of the 
moft virulent oppofers of thee and thy people. . 

30 4 When I confider thy heavens, &c.| When I contemplate the 
immenfity of the heavens, and thofe ftupendous orbs which thou haft 
placed there in the moft beautiful order, I am altonifhed to think thou 
fhouldeft condefcend to fhew fuch remarkable favour to man, and in 
particular to me, who am the meanelt gf my father’s houfe; nay, that 
thon fhouldeft advance our natures by means of the Son of man, the 
great Meffiah, whom the world will vilify and_reject, exceeds all 
wonder, and ought to be the fubject of our perpetual admiration. 

5 Thou haft made hima little lower than the angels, &c.] ‘Thou halt 
raifed man-.to fuch a pitch of dignity, and honoured him fo highly, 
that he is-bur little inferior to the heavenly hoft; and by the mediation 
of thine own Son, who fhall take our nature wpon him, thou wilt 
erown him with glory and honour. 

GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Pfal. VIII. 

After the example of David, we ought to confider the marks of the 
infinite power of God, as we obferve them in the heavens, in the 
ftars, und in all the earth, that fo we may be led to adore the ma- 
jefty of Ged, cunfefs our own meannefs, and walk humbly in his 
fight. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. IX. 

Upon Muth-labben, &c.| Moft interpreters are of opinion that this 
word hath a relation to Goliath, But is is evident that this pfalm 
was not compofed immediately after David’s victory over that giant, 
from mention being made in it of Sion, which was not then in the 
hands of Hrael; but afterwards, upon fomé frefh occafion he had to 
implore the afhiftance of the divine power, he only recolleéted and 
commemorated again that former deliverance, 

z 


PSALMS. 






7 All fheep and oxen, yea, and the beafts of the 
8 The fowl of the air, and the fifh of the fea, and 


David complaineth of -the wicked, 

8 And he fhall judge the world in rightéotfnefs, he 
fhall minifter judgment to the people in uprightnefs. 

9 The Lorp alfo will be a refuge for the oppreffed, 

a refuge in times of trouble. , 

1o And they that know thy name will ‘put their 
‘truftin thee: for thou, Lorp, haft not forfaken them 
that feek thee. : Sea 

11 Sing praifes to the Lorn, which dwelleth in Zion: 
declaré among the people his doings. : : 

t2 When he maketh inquifition for blood, he re- 
memberecth them: he forgetteth not the cry of the 
humble. 

13 Have mercy upon me, O Lorp; confider my 
trouble which I fuffer of them that hate nie, thow that 
lifteft me up from the gates of death: ao 

14 That I may fhew forth all thy praife in the gates 
of the daughter of Zion, I will rejoice in thy falvation. 

15 The heathen are funk down in the pit shat they 
made: in the net which thcy hid is their own foot 
taken. 

16 The Lorp is known dy the judgment which he 
executeth: the wicked is {nared in the work of his 
own hands.. Higgaion. Selah. ; 

17 The wickéd fhall be turned into hell, and all the 
nations that forget God. 

18 For the needy fhall not alway be forgotten: the 
expectation of the poor fhall zot perifh for ever. 

ro Arife, O Lorp; let not man prevail: let the 
heathen be judged in thy fight. ; . 

20 Put them in fear, O Lorn: the# the nations may 
know themfelves to be buf men. Selah. ; 


PSAL. X. 


1 David complaineth to God of the outrage of the wicked, 
12 He prayeth for remedy. 16 LHe profeffeth his confia 
dence. 


HY ftandeft thou afar off, O Lorn? why 
hideht thou fhy/e/f in times of trouble ? 
2 The wicked in 47s pride doth perfecute the poor: 
let them be taken in the devices that they have ima- 
ined. 
S 3 For the wicked boafteth of his heart’s defire, and 
bleffeth the covetous, com the Lorp abhorreth, 
4 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, 
will not feek after God: God 15 not in all his thoughts. 
5 His 


6 O thou ener, defirudions are come to a perpetual end, &c.} O 
thou infolent enemy, how vain were thy hopes of leaving no remem- 
brance of our defo)ated cities but in their ruins! 

14 The gates of the daughter of Zion, &c.] They are here op- 
pofed to the gates of death in the foregoing verfe. By “« the daugh- 
ter of Zion,” is meant the church or affembly there gathered to- 

ether. 

- 16 Higgaion.] This word fignifies, It is worthy to be noted, or 

deferves our meditation. 

18 The needy fhall int alway be forgotten, &c.| The Lord in due 
time, will fhew that he does not neglect the poor and the helplefs, 
though for the prefent he may defer to relieve them. 

Generat Rerrections on Pfal. IX, 

This fong in which David exprefles his piety, joy and gratitude, 
fhould itir us up to praife God with all our hearts for the deliver- 
ances he grants us, and for his favours to us, and to publifh them 
abroad. ‘The pfalmift teaches us befides, that God will render 
to the wicked according to their works, but that cthofe that fear 
his name may rely upon him; that he never forfakes thofe that 
feek him; and that the expectation of the forrowful hall not be 
cut off, or be in vain. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow PSAL. KX, 

This pfalm is a moft lively defcription of the infolence of wicked 
atheiftical men, when they have power and are in authority, which they 
abufe to thé oppofition of thofe below them, making no confcience of 
employing the loweft arts to compafs their ends. : 

n the Greek tranflation this pfalm is made a continuance of the 
foregoing; fo that in the Greck, and thofe who copy them, the 
number of the pfalms differ from thofe in the Hchrew ; the eleventh 
being reckoned for the tenth, the twelfth for the eleyenth, &c. and 
to make ap the namber one hundred and fifty, they divide the hun- 
dred and forty-feventh into two; they likewife join the hundred and 
fourteenth and hundred and fifteenth, and, to make up for it, they 
divide the hundred and fixteenth. 

4 God is not in all his thoughts.) That is, by an ufual Hebraifm, _. 


God is not at all in his thoughts. ; 
5 His 








awe ererne 


td encourageth himfelf in 


I@G6o. 


_cafe would be truly defperate. 





God. 


5 His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are 
far above out of his fight: as for all his enemies, he 
puffer at them. 

6 He hath faid in his heart, I fhall not be moved: 
for J fhail never be in adverfity. 

7 His mouth is full of curfing and deceit and fraud : 
under his tongue 7s mifchief and vanity. 

. 8 He fitteth in the lurking places of the villages: 
in the fecret places doth he murder the innocent: his 
eyes are privily fet againft the poor. 

9 He lieth in wait fecretly as a lion in his den: he 
lieth in wait to catch the poor : he doth catch the poor, 
when he draweth him into his net. 

to He croucheth, and humbfeth himfelf, that the 
poor may fall by his {trong ones. 

rt He hath faid in his heart, God hath forgotten : 
he hideth his face; he will never fee z¢. 

12 Arife, O Lorp; O God, lift up thine hand: for- 
get not the humble. 

12 Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God ? he 
hath faid in his heart, Thou wilt not require 7. 

14 Thou haft feen zt, for thou beholdeft mifchief and 
{pite, to requite zt with thy hand: the poor committeth 
himfelf unto thee; thou art the helper of the father- 
lefs. 
1s Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil 
man: feek out his wickednefs i// thou find none. 

16 The Lorp is king for ever and ever: the hea- 
then are perifhed out of his land. 

17 Lorp, thou haft heard the defire of the humble: 
thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt caufe thine ear 
to hear: 

18 To judge the fatherlefs and the oppreffed, that 
the man of the earth may no more opprefs. 


PSAL. XI. 


1 David encourageth himfelf in God againft his enemies. 
4 The providence and juftice of God. 


To the chief Mufician, 4 Pfalm of David. 


N the Lorp put I my truft: how fay ye to my foul, 
Flee as a bird to your mountain? 

2 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make 
ready their arrow upon the ftring, that they may pri- 
vily fhoot at the upright in heart. 

If the foundations be deftroyed, what can the 


righteous do? 





5 His ways are always grievous,| Or troublefome: all his endea- 
yours and actions aim only at hurting others. 

He puffeth at them.) 
he would overthrow them with his breath. 

15 Break thou the arm of the wicked and the evil mau.]_ Defpoil them 
of their power to truft and opprefs this people, 

Seek out bis cwickedne/s till thou find none.) Meaning, thefe wicked 
men are incorrigible, their malace will never ceafe till they are turned 
out. 

37 Thou wilt prepare their heart, &c.] Thou wilt difpofe their heart 
humbly to wait upon thee. : 


Genrerat Reruecrions on Pfal. X. 


We fee here that wicked men often employ both deceit and force to 
ruin the good, that God lets them dicks for a while; but when 
they think they have nothing to fear, he calls them to account, 


sand takes vengeance of their crimes; while he protects the meek, }- 


hears their cries, and delivers them. 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on PSAL, XI. 


This pfalm was Sombottd by David; in all probability ic was when 
he was perfecuted by Saul, as was advifed by fome to feek his fafety 
by flight into the mountains of Judea. 

1 da the Lord put I my truft, &c.) It is neither in fortreffes, nor 
friends, that I place my fafety ; the Lord alone is my defence : why 
then fhould you bid me fice away, like a timorous bird, from the 
fhare of the fowler, to your mountains of fecurity ? 

2 For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, &c.] Behold, you fay,..the 
danger, the fowier hath bent his bow, and fitted his arrow upon the 
ftring, and has you, as a bird, always in his eye. 

3 Lf the foundations be deftroyed, what can the righteous 4.1 If 
the righteous had not God for the foundation of their hope, their 

4 The Lord is in bis baly temple, the Lord's thrane is in deaven, 
&c.] The world is not governed by chance: but the Lord is the 
fupreme and righteous ruler of all affairs; and re. mifohief can be 


No. 39. 





PSALMS. 










He deficth and fetteth them at nought, as if 





< He complaineth of man’s perfidioufnefs. 


4 The Lorp 7s in his holy tempiz, the Lorp’s 
throne is in heaven‘ his eyes behold, his eyelids try 
the children of men. , 

5 The Loxp trieth the righteous: but the wicked 
and him that loveth violence his foul hateth. 

6 Upon the wicked he fhall rain fnares, fire and 
brimftone, and an horrible tempeft : this fball be the 
portion of their cup. 

7 For the righteous Lorp Ioveth righteoufnefs ; his 
countenance doth behold the upright. , 


e PSAL, XI. 
1 David deftitute of human comfort, craveth help of God. 
3 He comforteth himfelf with God’s judgments on the 
wicked, and confidence in God's tried promifes. 


To the chief Mufician upon Sheminith. 
A Pfalm of David. 


HEL. Lord ; for the godly man ceafeth; for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men. 

2 They fpeak vanity every one with his neighbour : 
with flattering lips and with a double heart do they 
{peak. 

3 The Lorn thall cut off all flattering lips, and the 
tongue that fpeaketh prond things: , 

4 Who have faid, With our tongue will we prevail 5 
our lips are our own: who is lord over us? , 

5 For the oppreflion of the poor, for the fighing of 
the needy, now will I arife, faith the Lorp 3 I will fet 
him in fatety from him that puffeth at him. 

6 The words of the Lord are pure words: as filver 
tried in a furnace of earth, purified feven times. 

7 Thon fhalt keep them, O Lorp, thou fhalt pre- 
ferve them from this generation for ever. 

8 The wicked walk on every fide, when the vileft 
men are exalted. 





PSAL. XIIL- 
1 David complaineth of delay in help. 3 He prayeth for 
preventing grace. 5 He boafteth of Dome nan a 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 
He” long wilt thou forget me, O Lorn? for 
: ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from 
me? 

2 How long fhall I take counfel in my foul, having 
forrow in my heart daily ? how long fhall mine enemy 
be exalted over me? 

3 Confider 





fo fecretly contrived, no wicked defign can be fo artfully diffembled, 
but it was open before him, and is manifeft in his fight. 
6 The portion -of their cup.) The due meafure of their punith- 
ment. , 
“Generat Rerrections on Pfal. XL 


This pfalm furnifhes us with an example of the confidence which the 
righteous have in the Lord their God, who is their fure refuge 
even when they are in the mott hopelefs condition, and can fee 
no way to efcape: his countenance is always turned towards the 
upright; but will ever be fet againft thofe who love unrighteouf- 
nefs and oppreffion, __ . 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XII. 


This pfalm, compofed by David, is a fad complaint of the cor- 
rupt manners of that age, particularly of the court of Saul, in which 
it was hardly poffible to find out-a truly honeft and fincere man. 
Some think it aims partly-at Doeg, and the falfe Ziphites who pro- 
mifed David friendfhip, but moft bafely- betrayed him into the hands 


of Saul. 


4 Who is lord over ws.} Who thall call us to an account? 
8 The wicked walk on every fide, &c.] The wicked will not 


‘know which way to tum themfelves, for anger and vexatio hi 
they fee thofe perfons, whom they vilified, ord looked eich 
contempt, not only preferved, but exalted to dignity and honour. 


upon with 


-_Generat Rereections on Pfal. XII, 


The prayers which David put up to God in this pfalm teach us, 


that when we fee iniquity abound, and how little.there remains 
of honefty and fincerity among men, we ought to beg of God that 
be would deliver us from the.evil, and efpecially from the corrup- 
tion that réighs in the world. 

COMMENTARY anpb NOTES ‘on PSAL. XIIL 
This pfalm was compofed by David, and. relates to fome remarkable. 


-diftrefs; probably to the rebellion of Abfalom. 


2 oS tang feall I take counfil ix my foul, &c.] The power. of 
; j : the 





3 Confider and hear me, O Lorn my God: lighten 
mine eyes, left I fleep the /eep of death ; 

Leit mine enemy fay, I have prevailed againft 
him; and thofe that trouble me rejoice when | am 
moved. 

_5 But I have trufted in thy mercy ; my heart fhall 
rejoice in thy falvation. 

6 I will fing unto the Lorp, becaufe he hath dealt 
bountifully with me. 


PSAL. XIV. 


1 David defcribeth the corruption of a natural man; 4 
. convinceth the wicked by the light of their confcience 3 7 
glorieth in the falvation of God. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 


HE fool hath faid in his heart, There is no God. 
They are corrupt, they have done abominable 
works, there is none that doeth good. 

2 The Lorp looked down from heaven upon the 
children of men, to fee if there were any that did un- 
derftand, and feek God. 

3 They are all gone afide, they are a// together be- 
come filthy : there 7s none that doeth good, no, not one. 

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? 
who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not 
upon the Lorp. 

5 There were they in great fear: for God zs in the 
generation of the righteous. 

6 Ye have fhamed the counfel of the poor, becaufe 
the Lorp ¢s his refuge. 

7 Oh that the falvation of Ifrael were come out of 
Zion! when the Lorp bringeth back the captivity of 
his people, Jacob fhall rejoice, and Ifrael fhall be glad. 


PSAL. XV. 
David deferibeth a citizen of Zion. 
A Pfalm of David. 


‘ORD, who fhall abide in thy tabernacle? who 
fhall dwell in thy holy hill? 
2 He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righte- 
oufnefs, and fpeaketh the truth in his heart. 


ct A A PE RE RPGS 


the enemy is very great, and threatens, like a tempeft hanging over 

my head, every moment to fall upon me. 

GeneRAL Rerrectrions on Pfal, XIII. 

This pfalm is very proper for perfons in affliction, efpecially for thofe 
that labour under their fins, and are deprived of the fenfe of the 
love of God. Such fhould have recourfe to the throne of grace, 
implore the mercy of God, and befeech him to enlighten and com- 
fort them, that they may, with David, celebrate his mercy, and 
praife him for his goodnefs. 

COMMENTARY anvo NOTES ow PSAL. XIV. 

1 The fool hath faid in his heart, There is no God, &¢.] The 
wicked, though not fo impudent as to deny openly the being of a 
God, yet they certainly ftatter themfelves in fecret with the thought 
that either there is no God, or that he is indifferent with regard to 
the tranfactions of mankind, and will never call them to account for 
their tranfgreffions. 

3 There is none that docth good, no, not one.] "The number of the 
righteous is inconfiderable, in comparifon of the wicked. 

6 Ye have foamed the counfel of the poor, becaufe the Lord is bis 
vefuge.| Ye have derided and {coffed at thofe few who were ena- 
bled to maintain their integrity and loyalty, to wait patiently upon 
God, and to truft in him alone for fafety. 

GENERAL REFLEcTIONS on Pfal. XIV. 

As it was in David’s tune, fo it is now: among profeffing Chriftians, 
few feek God fincerely, and moft live in impiety, as if they be- 
lieved there was no God: we ought therefore to pray to be pre- 
ferved from fuch corruption. But we may alfo obferve, that in 
the worft of times, there are always fome faithful and righteous 
men that fear God, and of whom God will ever be the protector, 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, XV. 
1 Lord, who fhall abide in thy tabernacle, &c.] Who shall have 


the honour to be admitted into thy fociety, and enjoy all the privi- . 


leges of a true worthipper of thee? 

2 He that walketh uprightl, &c.] Here David fuppofes God 
anfivering him from the holy oracle. 

3 He that backbiteth not, &c.] Ragal, here tranflated to « back- 
bite,” properly fignifies going to and fro, prying and {pying and 
carrying tales and rumours, and is uféd for defaming or calumniating. 

4. He that fweareth to his own burt, and changeth not.] He who 
hath fo'ferious a regved for religion, that whatever he promifes ver- 

2 


‘The proper character of a citizen of Zion. PSALMS. 





3 He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth 
evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach againit 
his neighbour. 

4 In whofe eyes a vile perfon is contemned ; but he 
honoureth them that fear the Lorp. He that {weareth 
to Ais own hurt, and’ changeth not. 

5 He that putteth not out his money to ufury, nor 
taketh reward againit the innocent. He that doeth 
thefe zhings fhall never be moved. 


PSAL. XVI. 


1 Davidin diftrefs of merits, and batred of idolatry, fleeth 
to God for prefervation. § He fbeweth the hope of bis 
calling, of the refurreétion, and life everlafing. 


Michtam of David. 


RESERVE me, O God: for in thee do I put 
my truft. 

2 O my foul, thou haft faid unto the Lorp, Thou 
art my Lord: my goodnefs extendeth not to thee; 

g But to the faints that are in the earth, and zo the 
excellent, in-whom 7s all my delight. 

4 Their forrows fhall be multiplied sat haften efter 
another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not 
offer, nor take up their names into my lips. 

5 The Lorn zs the portion of mine inheritance and 
of my cup: thou maintaineft my lot. 

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleafant places: 
yea, I have a goodly heritage. : 

7 I will blefs the Lorp, who hath given me coun- 
fel: my reins alfo inftruct me in the night feafons. 

8 I have fet the Lorp always before me: becaufe 
he zs at my right hand, I fhall not be moved. 

9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoic-~ 
eth: my flefh alfo fhall reft in hope. 

10 For thou wilt not leavemy foul in hell; neither 
wilt thou fuffer thine Holy One to fee corruption. 

11 Thou wilt thew me the path of life: in thy pre- 
fence zs fulnefs of joy: at thy right hand there are plea- 
fures for evermore. 

PSAL. 





bally (but more efpccially with an oath) he never fails to perform, 

how injurious foever it may prove to his private intereft. 

5 Nor taketh reward againft the innacent] i. e. Whom no bribe 
can corrupt to condemn the innocent. 
Shall never be moved) Shall never be removed from the favour of 

God. 

Gewerat RerrecrTions on Pfal. XV. 

This is a very inftructive pfalm, and teaches us, that God will not 
admit all kinds of men intd his prefence: but only thofe who 
walk in uprightnefs, who are faithful and fincere in their difcourfe 
and behaviour; who avoid flander, injuftice, and extortion, who 
love good men, and endeavour to keep a confcience void of of- 
fence. \ 

COMMENTARY anno NOTES on PSAL. XVI. 


Michtam, &c.] ‘This pfalm was fo intitled, not only on account of 
the admirable expreffions it contains of David’s faith and confi- 
dence in God, though under the moft violent perfecutions from Saul, 
being forced to fly into foreign countries, but becaufe alfo it contains 
a prophecy of the refurrection of our Lord Chrift from the dead. 

2 My goodnefs extendeth not to thee.} No merits of mine claim thy 
favour. 

4 Their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their 
names into my lips.) I will never partake with them in their abomi- 
nable pagan facrifices, ftained with human gore, or by {wearing by 
the name of any of their falfe gods. 

5 The Lord is the portion, &c.] The Almighty is the God whom 

adore; and while I put my confidence in him, he will fupport 
me: ‘ cup” here fignifies, imheritance. 

6 The lines are fallen unto me in pleafant places, &c.] This ex- 
preffion is taken from the cuftom of meafuring land by lines or cords. 

7 My reins, &c.] Thatis, my thoughts. 

8 At my right hand, 2 He is nigh powerfully to affift me. 

9 My glory, &c.] My foul. 

10 In bell, &c.} By * hell’? we are to underftand the grave, the 
place, eftate, or depthof death. This is a remarkable prophecy of 
the refurreétion of our Lord. 

Gengrat REFLvectTions on Pfal. XVI. 


We are taught, that the righteous are infinitely happy: that God 
himfelf is their portion and inheritance; that he keeps himfelf 
on their right hand; that they rejoice and praife God continually, 
in the belief of their own happinefs, and that they are casera 

t 


David's faith in the refurreétion, 


David's prayer againft his enemies. 


PSAL. XVII. 


1 David in confidence of his integrity, craveth defence of 
God againf? his enemies. 10 He fheweth their prides 
craft, and eagerne/s. 13 He prayeth againft them in 
confidence of bis hope. 

A prayer of David. 


Hee the right, O Lorn, attend unto my cry, 
give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of 
feigned lips. : 

2 Let my fentence come forth from thy prefence ; 
let thine eyes behold the things that are equal. 

3 Thou haft proved mine heart; thou haft vifited me 
in the night; thou haft tried me, avd fhalt find nothing ; 
J am purpofed that my mouth fhall not tranfgrefs. 

4 Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy 
lips I have kept me from the paths of the deftroyer. 

5 Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my foot- 
fteps flip not. : 

6 1 have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, 
O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear my fpeech. 

7 Shew thy marvellous lovingkindnefs, O thou that 
faveft by thy right hand them which put their trufi iz 
thee from thofe that rife up again/t them. 

8 Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under 
the fhadow of thy wings, 

9 From the wicked that opprefs me, from my deadly 
enemies, wo compafs me about. 

10 They are inclofed in their own fat: with their 
mouth they fpeak proudly. 

11 They have now compaffed us in our fteps: they 
have fet their eyes bowing down to the earth. 

re Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as 
it were a young lion lurking in fecret places. 

13 Arife, O Lorn, difappoint him, caft him down: 
deliver my foul from the wicked, which is thy {word : 

14 From men which are thy hand, O Lorn, from 
men of the world, which bave their portion in this life, 
and whofe belly thou filleft with thy hid ¢rea/ure : they 
are full of children, and leave the reft of their fub/ance 
to their babes. 

15 As for me, I will behold thy face in righteouf- 
nefs: I fhall be fatishied, when I awake, with thy like- 


neis. 
PSAL XVIII. 


David praifeth God for his manifold and marvellous bleff- 
INgS» 

To the chief Mgfician, 4 P/aim of David, the fervant 
of the Lorp, who fpake unto the Lorp the words 
of this fong in the day that the Lorn delivered him 
from the hand of all his enemies, and from the hand 
of Saul: And he faid, 

WILL love thee, O Lorn, my ftrength. 

2 The Lorp zs my rock, and my fortrefs, and my 
deliverer; my God, my ftrength, in whom I will truft; 
my buckler, and the horn of my falvation, and my high 
tower. 





that God will not abandon them to the power of death. Though 
this pfalm is applicable to the faithful, yet the latter part of it has 
been only completely fulfilled in Chrift, whom God raifed from 
the dead the third day, to whom likewife belongs blefling and praife 
for ever and ever. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XVII. 


4 Concerning the works of men, by ihe word of thy lips I have kept 
me, &c.) The refpect 1 bear to thy commandments hath preferved 
me from thofe murderous practices which the violent man would have 
attempted. ay 

6 Thou ailt hear me, &c.]) Thou wert accuitomed to hear me. 

10 They are inclofed in their own fat, &c.] Their profperity makes 
them, haughty and proud, and by indulging the appetites of the 
flefh, they difregard the duties of religion. 

13,144 Deliver my foul from the wicked, which is thy fword: from 
men which ave thy band) David here (by a figure) fuppofes the 
wicked to be the ford, that is; the inftrument of God, wherewith 
he punifhed him; and the man of the world to be his hand, with 
which he {mote him. 

Thy, bid treafure, &¢-| That is, worldly goods. 

35 Lewill bchold thy face in righteoufnefs, &c.] If I follow after 


PSALMS. 


3 I will call upon the Lorn, who is worthy to be 
praifed : fo fhall I be faved from mine enemies. 

4 The forrows of death compaffed me, and the floods 
of ungodly men made me afraid. 

§ The forrows of hell compafled me about : and the 
{nares of death prevented me. 

6 In my difirefs I called upon the Lorn, and cried . 
unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, 
and my cry came before him, even into his ears. 

7 Then theearth fhookand trembled; the foundations 
alfo of the hills moved and were fhaken, becaufe he 
was wroth. 

8 There went up a fmoke out of his noftrils, and fire 
out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. 

g He bowed the heavens alfo, and came down : and 
darknefs was under his feet. 

1o And he rode upon a cherub and did fly: yea, he 
did fly upon the wings of the wind. 

st He made darknefs his fecret place; his pavilion 
round about him were dark waters and thick clouds 
of the fkies. 

12 At the brightnefs that was before him his thick 
clouds paffed, hail fowes and coals of fire. 

13 The Lorp alfo thundered in the heavens, and 
the Higheft gave his voice; hail ones and coals of fire. 

14 Yea, he fent out his arrows, and {fcattered them 
and he fhot out lightnings, and difcomfited them. 

15 Then the channels of waters were feen, and the 
foundations of the world were difcovered at thy rebuke, 
O Lorp, at the blaft of the breath of thy noftrils. 

16 He fent from above, he took me, he drew me 
out of many waters. 

17 He delivered me from my ftrong enemy, and 
from them which hated me: for they were too ftrong 
for me. 

18 : They prevented me in the day of my calamity-: 
but the Lorp was my ftay. 

19 He brought me forth alfo into a large place; he 
delivered me, becaufe he delighted in me. 

20 The Lorp rewarded me according to my righte- 
oufnefs; according to the cleannefs of my hands hath 
he recompenfed me. 

21 For I have kept the ways of the Lorn, and have 
not wickedly departed from my God. 

22 For all hisjudgments were before me, and I djd 
not put away his ftatutes from me. ‘ 

23 I was alfo upright before him, and I kept my- 
felf from mine iniquity. 

24 Therefore hath the Lorp recompenfed me ac- 
cording to my righteouinefs, according to thecleannefs 
of my hands in his eyefight. 

25 With the merciful thou wilt fhew thyfelf mer- 
ciful; with an upright man thou wilt fhew thyfelf up- 
right 5 

rae With the pure thou wilt thew thyfelf pure ; and 
with the froward thou wilt thew thyfelf froward. 

27 For thou wilt fave the afflicted people; but wilt 


bring down high looks. ae 
28 For 





holinefs and righteoufnefs, I fhall enjoy the comfort and favour of. 
thy countenance; and when I am delivered out of my troubles, L 
fhall be fatisfied with the manifeftation of thy majefty and power. 


Generar ReFfvectrions on Pfal. XVIL ’ 
David’s confidence in God in trouble, fhews the advantage good 
people enjoy, who can in all conditions apply themfelves with af- 
furance to God as their proteétor, knowing that he will reftraip 
the wickednefs of thofe who opprefs them. Hence we are taught 
not to place our happinefs in the things of this life, as worldlings 
do; but pray to be delivered and kept from evil. The laft words 
of this pfalm fhould raife our thoughts to the defire and expecta- 
tion of eternal life, which the rightcous will enjoy after the refur- 
rection. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XVIII. 
Having already commented on this facred and beautiful poem in a 
preceding part, we therefore beg leave to refer our readers to 2 Sam. 
xxii, and fhall only take notice of the following verfe, which is not 
there inferted : ri 
1 J will love thee, O Lord, my frength, &c.] Twill love thee, O 
Lord, to whom I owe my fafety, with the moft arden: and pafiionate 


affection, as jong as life continues. 
GENERAL 


David's pfalm of thankfgiving, Sc. 


David praifeth God for his manifold blefings PS ALM S. He prayeth for grace, 


TT HE heavens declare the glory of God 3 and the 
firmament fheweth his handy work. 

2 Day unto day uttereth fpeech, and night unto 
night fheweth knowledge. 

3 There is no fpeech nor language where their voice 
is not heard. 

4 Their line is gone out through all the earth, and 
their words to the end of the world. In them hath he 
fet a tabernacle for the fun, 

5 Which isas a bridegroom coming out of hischam- 
ber, and rejoiceth as a ftrong man to run a race. 

; 6 Fis going forth 7s from the end of the heaven, and 
his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing 
hid from the heat thereof. 

7 The law of the Lorn is perfeét, converting the foul: 
theteftimony of theLorpis fure,making wife the fimple. 

8 The ftatutes of the Lorp are right, rejoicing the 
heart: the commandment of the Lorp js pure, en~ 
lightening the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lorn is clean, enduring for ever: 
the judgments of the Loxp are true and righteous al- 
together. 

to More to be defired are they than old, yea, than 
much fine gold: {weeter alfo han hones od the ho- 
neycomb., ! 

_ 11 Moreover by them is thy fervant warned: and 
in keeping of them ¢here 7s great reward. 

12 Who can undertiand 4ys errors? cleanfe thou me 
from fecret faults. 

13 Keep back thy fervant alfo from prefumptuous 
Jins 3 let them not have dominion over me: then fhall 
I be upright, and I fhall be innocent from the great 
tranfgreffion, 

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation 
of my heart, be acceptable in thy fight, O Lorp, my 
ftrength, and my redcemer. 

PSAL. XxX. 
1 The church blefeth the king in his exploits. % Her con- 
Jidence in God’s fuccour. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 
T HE Lorp hear thee in the day of trouble; the 
name of the God of Jacob defend thee. 

2 Send thee help from the fanctuary, and ftrenethen 
thee out of Zion. ~ 

3 Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt 
facrifice. Selah. 

4 Grant thee according to thine own heart, and ful- 
fil all thy counfel. 

5 We will rejoice in thy falvation, and in the name 
of our God we will iet up our banners: the Lorp fulfil 
all thy petitions. . 

6 Now know I that the Lorn faveth his anointed: 
he will hear him from his holy heaven with the faving 
ftrength of his right hand. 

7 Some #ruf in chariots, and fome in horfes: but we 
will remember the name of the Lorp our God. 

8 They 


aura een 
4 Their line.) The Greek, and from thence our Englifhy - 
tion, reads, Their found. oe vee 
4, 5 Ix them hath he fet a tabernacle Jor the fun, which is 
pn ee) A tabernacle, or tent. “The efpoufals BE the joie 
were made under a tent or ¢ano erected for the purpofe ; i 
cuftom this paffage alludes. ay? Dep aes 


Generaut Rerrecrrons on Pfal. XIX. 

From this pfalm we learn, that God employs two principal mear 
whereby he makes himfelf known to far namely, the ee of 
nature, and his word: let us therefore meditate on the marvellous 
works of the Lord, which manifett his power, wifdo atid good- 

_ nefs ; but Eady: let us apply ourfelves to the r and medi- 
tation of his werd, ‘* which is able to make ug wi 0 falvation, 
through faith which is in Chrift Jefus.” _..g aa FP" 

COMMENTARY ann NOSES on PSAL XX. 

This pfalm is a ad for David’s fuccefs in fome great expedi- 
tion, and feems to have been compofed to be fung alternately by the 
king and his fubjefts. - 

1 The name of the God, &c.] The power and grace of God. 

7 Some truft in chariots, and fome in horfess but we will remember 
the name of the Lord our God.| We are not intimidated at the num- 
bers and large appointments of our confederate enemies ; but to all 
thefe we oppofe the mighty power of the Lord, who hath heretofore 
performed fuch great things for us. 

8 They 


28 For thon wilt light my candle: the Lorp my 
God will enlighten my darknefs. 

29 For by thee I have run through a troop; and by 
my God have I leaped over a wall. 

30 As for God, his way zs perfect : the word of the 
Lorp is tried: he zs a buckler to all thofe that truf 
in him. 

. 3& For who is God fave the Lorp? or who zs a rock 
fave our God? 

32 Jt is God that girdeth me with ftrength, and 
maketh my way perfect. 

33 He maketh my feet like hinds’ feet, and fetteth 
me upon my high places. 

34 He teacheth nry hands to war, fo that a bow of 
fteel is broken by mine arms. 

35 Thou haft alfo given me the fhield of thy falva- 
tion : and thy right hand hath holden me up, and thy 
gentlenefs hath made me great. 

36 Thou haft enlarged my fteps under me, that my 
feet did not flip. 

37 I have purfued mine enemies, and overtaken 
them: neither did I turn again till they were confumed. 

38 TL have wounded them that they were not able to 
rife : they are fallen under my feet. 

39 For thou haft girded me with ftrength unto the 
battle : thou haft fubdued under me thofe that rofe up 
againit me. ; 

40 Thou haft alfo given me the necks of mine ene- 
mies; that I might deftroy them that hate me. 

41 They cried, but there was none to fave them: 
even unto the Lorp, but he anfwered them not. 

42 Then did I beat them fmall as the duft before 
the wind: I did caft them out as the dirt in the ftreets. 

43 Thou haft delivered me from the ftrivings of the 
people; and, thou haft made me the head of the hea- 
then: a people whom I have not known fhall ferve me. 
F 44 As foon as they hear of me, they fhall obey me: 
the ftrangers fhall fubmit themfelves unto me: | 

45 The ftrangers fhall fade away, and be afraid out 
of their clofe places. 

46 The Lorp liveth ; and bleffed be my rock ; and 
let the God of my falvation be exalted. 

47 Jtis God that avengeth me, and fubdueth the 
people unto me. : 

48 He deliverethme from mine enemies : yea, thou 
lifteft me up above thofe that rife up againit me: thou 
hait delivered me from the violent man. 

49 Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O Lorn, 
among the heathen, and fing praifes unto thy name. 

50 Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and 
fheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his 
feed for evermore. 

PSAL. XIX. , 
1 The creatures fhew God’s glory; 7 the word, his grace. 
12 David prayeth for grace. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 






















Generar ReFsections on Pfal. XVIII. 


We here fee, that whatever extremities thofe who fear God may fall 
into, they need never defpair of his affiftance, for he is their fhield 
and deliverer; but the ftate of the wicked is woeful beyond con- 
ception, for in their diftrefs, the Lord will not hear their cry : 
this confideration fhould be a powerful motive ta. make us avoid 
fin, and to beg of God to keep us from hardnefs of heart, and 


contempt of his word. 
COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL. XIX. 


1 The heavens declare the glory of God, &c.} ‘The heavens, de- 

eorated: with fo immenfe a number of glorious orbs, in a particular 
manner proclaim aloud to all the fons of men the infinite greatnefs, 
power, wifdom, and goodnefs of God. : 
1 2 Day wuto day xttercth fpeech, and night unto night, &c.] The 
-conftant facceffion, and the convenient and grateful variation of day 
and night, furnithes us with perpetual inftruction, and a copious 
fund of praife and thanks to the divine wifdom and goodnefs. 

3 There is.na fpeech nor language, where their voice is not Zeard.) 
There is no people or nation in the world where the heavens and the 
firmament do not declare the glory of God, and difplay the wifdom 
of the great defigner. his may alfo be underftood as a prophecy 

of the promelgation of the gofpel by the apoftles. Speech and |. 
Janguage are elegantly pat for people and countries; the book of 
Daniel gives us feveral inftances of it. , 


2 


A thankf{ziwing for victory. 


A Ae Ia 


PSALMS. David's complaint and prayer in his diftrefin 





8 They are brought down and fallen: but we are 
rifen, and ftand uptight. 
9g Save, Lorp: let the king hear us when we call. 
PSAL. XX. 


2 4 thank/giving for vittory. 7 Confidence of further 
fuccefs. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 
AQ HE king fhall joy in my ftrength,O Lorp; and 
in thy falvation how greatly fhall he rejoice! 

2 Thon haft given him his heart’s defire, and hatft 
not withholden the requelft of his lips. Selah. 

3 For thou preventeft him with the bleflings of good- 
defs: thou fecteft a crown of pure gold on his head. 

4 He afked life of thee, and thou gaveft it him, even 
length of days for ever andever. 

5 His glory is great in thy falvation: honour and 
majefty haft thou laid upon him. 

6 For thou haft made him moft blefled forever: thou 
haft made him exceeding glad with thy counterance. 

7 For the king trufteth in the Lorp, and through 
the mercy of the moft High he fhall not be moved. 

8 Thine hand fhall find cut all thine enemies: thy 
right hand fhall find out thofe that hate thee. 

9 Thou fhalt make them as a fiery oven in the time 
of thine anger : the Loxp {hall fwallow them up in his 
wrath, and the fire fhall devour them. : 

1o Their fruit fhalt thou deftroy from the earth, and 
their feed from among the children of men. 

it For they intended evil againft thee: they ima- 
gined a mifchievous device, which they are not able to 

er JOr ie. 
P 12 Therefore fhalt thou make them turn their back, 
wuben thou fhalt make ready thine arrows upon thy 
ftrings againft the face of them. 

13 Be thou exalted, Lorp, in thine own ftrength: 
fe will we fing’ and praife thy power. 

PSAL. XXII. 
i David complaineth in great difcouragemrnt. 9 He prayeth 
in great diftrefs. 23 He praifeth God. 
To the chief Mufician upon Aijelcth Shahar, A Pfalm 
of David. 
. Y God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me? 
why art thou fo far from helping me, and from 
the words of my roaring ? 

z O my God, I cry in the daytime, but thou heareft 

‘not; and in the night feafon, and am not filent. - 





8 They are brought down and fallex, &c.| David here anticipates 
his triumph, and confidently rejoices in the viétory, as if already 
gained, 

Generar Reeiections on Plal. XX. 


By this pfalm it appears, that a nation fhould pray for the king or 
prince that God has fet over them, and intereft themfelves in the 
advantages and deliverances which God grants to their governors. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. XXI. 

This triumphant pfalm is a type of Chrift’s vi@ory over death, and 
of the triumph that enfued. , 

4 He afbed life of thee, and thou gaveft it him, even length of 
days for ever and ever.} He defired only to efcape with his life 
when he was encompafied with many dangers; and thou moreover 
didft promife to prolong his days, and to continue the crown to his 
pofterity for many generations, as thou wilt do to his fon Chrift for 
ever andever. See Rom. vi. g. Rev. i. 18. Heb. vii. 25. 

12 Therefore foalt thou make them turn their back, &c.| In the He- 
brew it is, ‘Thou {halt make them a butt, a mark to fhoot at. 


Gentrrat Rervrections on Pfal. XXL 
This pfalm teaches us, that God bleffes and defends juit and pious 
kings, who call upon him, and truft in him; whereas he throws 
down and deftroys unrighteous princes, and efpecially fuch as op- 
pofe the eltablifhment of his kingdom, and the defigns of his 
providence. 
COMMENTARY ayn NOTES on PSAL. XXII. 
dijeleth Shabar, &a.) i.e. The hind of the mountain, David, 
who was perfecuted like an hind by the hunters in the morning, gives 
a large defcription of lis fufferings ; but at the fame time, propheti- 
cally, a ftill larger of the fufferings of Chritt: and in the conclufion 
of tt recites his exaltation, and the propagation of his gofpel to the’ 
utmoft ends of the earth. ; 
No. 40. 










3 But thou art holy, O thcu that inhabiteft the praifes 


of Ifrael. ae 
4 Our fathers trufted in thee: they trufted, and thou 


didft deliver them. 


5 They cried unto thee, and were delivered: they 
trufted in thee, and were not confounded. 

6 But I ama worm, and no man ;a reproach of men, 
and defpifed of the people. 

7 All they that fee me laugh me to fcorn: they fhoot 
out the lip, they fhake the head, /aying, 

8 He trufted on the Lorp that he would deliver 
him ;: let him deliver him, feeing he delighted in him. 

_ 9 But thou art he that took me out of the womb: 
thou didit make me hope when J was upon my mo- 
ther’s breafts. _ 

1o I was caft upon thee from the womb: thou art 
my God from my mother’s belly. : 

,11 Be not far from me; for trouble 7s near: for 
there is none to help. 

12 Many bulls have compaffed me: ftrong bulls of | 
Bafhan have befet' me round. : 

13 They gaped upon me wth their months, asa 
ravening and a roaring lion. : 

14 I am poured out Jike water, and all my bones 
are out of joint: my heart is like wax; ir is melted in 
the midit of my bowels. 

15 My ftrength is dried up like a potfherd ; and my 
tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hatft broughe 
me into the duft of death. 

16 For dogs have compaffed me: the aflembly of 
the wicked have inclofed me: they pierced my hands 
and my feet. 

17 I may tell all my bones: they look and ftare 
upon me. : ; 

18 They part my garments among them, and caft 
lots upon my vefture. 

19 But be not thou far from me, O Lorp: O my 
ftrength, hafte thee to help me. 

20 Deliver my foul from the fword; my darling 
from the power of the dog. 

21 Save me from the lion’s mouth: for thou haft 
heard me from the horns of the unicorns. 

22 I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in 
the midft of the congregation will I praife thee. 

23 Ye that fear the Lorn, praife him; all ye the 
feed of Jacob, glorify him ; and fear him, all ye the 
feed of Ifrael. 


24 Vor he hath not defpifed nor abhorred the afflic- 
' tion 





1 My God, my God, why baft thou forfaken me? &c.] With refpect 
to David, here is a mixture both of love and defperatien, under fome 
extreme affi@ion. And with refpect to our Saviour, it fpeaks, in 
the moft expreflive manner, the unparalleled anguith and horrors of 
his foul in that dark hour of the divine dereliction, when, though 
the union of the divine and human natures was nor, ‘it is true, dif- 
folved, yer the influence of the former was fufpended, and the powers 
of darknefs were let loofe, till the divine vengeance was as it were 
fatiated upon him, and infinite fatisfaction made for infinite guilt. 

6 But I ana worm, and no man, &c.] ‘The figurative fenfe is, 
I bear the fcandal and reproach of the deepeft guilt, and yet am 
wholly free from it. 

72 8 All they that fee me laugh me to feorn, &c.] This was moft 
exactly and literally fulfilled in our Saviour. Mart. xxvii. 39, 43. — 

12 Strong bulls of Bafoan, &c.) Powerful, great, and cruel 
enemies. 

14 Lam poured out like water, &c.] I am as weak as water. 

15 The duff of deatb.] The grave, in which the body returns to 
duft, 
16 For dogs have compaffed me: the affembly of the wicked, &e.] 
The pfalmitt fpeaks here figuratively: That malicious company have 
combined together to perfecute me, who are as greedy and fierce as 
huagry dogs; they ufe me moft cruelly, and have pierced my hands 
and my fect. All this was exa¢tly accomplifhed in the fufferings of 
the Son of God. 

18 They part my garments among them, and caft lots upan my vefturee 
This alfo was literally fulfilled in Chrift. 7 
20 My darling, &c.} Some have tranflated this, My folitary or 

defolate foul; i.e. forfaken of all. 

24. For be hath not defpifed nor abborred the Pee &c.} For 
that poor defyicable perfon (whom they derided and defpifed) the 
Lord hath -not difdained to look gracioufly upon, in his loweft and 
vileft condition. All that from hence follows is more applicable to 
Chriit than to David, 
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tion of the affliéted ; neither hath he hid his face from 
him; but when he cried unto him, he heard. 

2s My praife /hall be of thee in the great congrega- 
tion: Iwill pay my vows before them that fear him. 

26 The meck fhall eat and be fatisfied: they fhall 
praife the Lorp that feck Him: your heart fhall live 
for ever. 

27 All the ends of the world fhall remember and 
turn unto the Lorp: and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions fhall worfhip before thee. 

28 For the kingdom is the Lorp’s: and he fs the 
governor among the nations. 

29 All they that be fat upon the earth fhall eat and 
worfhip: all they that go down to the duft fhall bow 
before him: and none can keep alive his own foul. 

30 A feed fhall ferve him ; it fhall be accounted to 
the Lorp for a generation. : 

31 They fhall come, and fhall declare his righteouf- 
nefs unto a people that fhall be born, that he hath done 
this. 


PSAL. XXIII. 
David's confidence in God’s grace. 
A Pfalm of David. 


noee Lorp is my fhepherd; I fhall not want. 

2 He maketh me to lie down in green paftures : 
he Jeadeth me befide the ftill waters. : 

3 He reftoreth my foul: he leadeth me in the paths 
of righteoufnefs for his name’s fake. 

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 
fhacow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me; thy rod and thy faff they comfort me. 

5 Thou prepareft a table before me in the prefence 
of mine enemies: thou anointett my head with oil; 
my cup runneth over. 

6 Surely goodnefs and mercy fhall follow meall the 
days of my life: and I will dwell in the houfe of the 
Loro for ever. 

PSAL. XXIV. 
1 God's lordfhip in the world. 3 The citizens of his fpi 
ritual kingdem. 7 An exhortation to receive him. 
A Pfalm of David. 

“HIE earth zs the Lorp’s, and the fulnefs thereof; 

the world, and they that dwell therein. 

2 For he hath founded it upon the feas, and efta- 
blifhed it upon the floods. 

3 Who {hall afcend into the hill of the Lorp? or 
who fhall ftiand in his holy place? 





GenerRau REFLECTIONS on Pfal. XXII. 


This Pfalm contains a very plain defcription of the fufferings and 
deep humiliation of our Lord. God was pleafe:} that thefe things 
fhould be foretold by David, that when they happened, he might 
thereby be acknowledged to be the Meffiah. How deplorable, 
then, is the blindnefs of the Jews, who are {candalized at the crefs 
of Chrift: let this ftrengthen our faith in the Saviour of the world, 
and excite our joy that God hath now exalted him, after his fuffer- 
ings, to his own right hand, 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on PSAL, XXIII. 


1 The Lord is my foepherd, &c.] No fhepherd exercifes a more 
tender and conftant care over his flock, thansthe Lord doth over me. 

2 He leadeth me befide the pill waters.) In Vike manner Chrift, the 
great shepherd, is faid to lead his flock; fee Rev. vii. 16, 17. 
| 4 Yea, though I walk through the walley of the feadow of death, &c.] 
Though I fhould be again encompaffed with the moft difmal dangers, 
they fhall nor difcourage or terrify me, when I remember that thon art 
prefent co protect and defend me. 

5 Thou ee my head with ofl; my cup runneth over] David 
here intimates the abundant plenty and profperity with which God 
had bleffed him, 


GeneRaL REFLECTIONS on Pfal. XXIII. 
This pfalm is very proper for the confolation of true believers ; and 
the defire of partaking in thefe precious advantages, fhould ani- 


mate us all zealoufly to embrace a life of picty and devotednefé to 
the fervice of God. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL, XXIV. 
Tt is likely that this pfalm, compofed by David, was appointed to 
be fung alternately by the king and the people. 
1 Uke carth is the Lsrd's, &c.) What a favour is this, that the 


ereienty over the whole world. PSALMS. 


4 Hethat hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who 
hath not lifted up his foul unto vanity, nor {worn de- 
ceitfully. 

5 He fhall receive the blefling from the Lorn, and 
righteoufnefs from the God of his falvation. 

6 This zs the generation of them that feek him, that 
feek thy face, O Jacob. Selah. 

7 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be lift up, 
ye everlafting doors; and the King of glory fhall 
come in. 

8 Who is this King of glory? The Lorp ftrong 
and mighty, the Lorzp mighty in battle. 

9 Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them 


_ up, ye everlafting doors; and the King of glory fhall 


come in. 
10 Who is this King of glory ? The Lorn of hofts, 
he is the King of glory. Selah. 


PSAL. XXV. 


1 David's confidence in prayer. 7 He prayeth for remiffion 
of fins, 16 and for help in affiction. 


A Pfalm of David. 


NTO thee, O Lorp, do I lift up my foul. 
2 O my God, I truft in thee: let me not be 
afhamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. 

3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be afhamed: let 
them be afhamed which tranfgrefs without caufe. 

4 Shew me thy ways, O Lorp; teach me thy paths. 

5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou 
art the God of my falvation; on thee do J wait all 
the day. 

6 Remember, O Lorp, thy tender mercies and thy 
loving kindneffes ; for they Save been ever of old. 

7 Remember not the fins of my youth, nor my 
tranfgreffions : according to thy mercy remember thou 
me for thy goodnefs’ fake, O Lorp. 

8 Good and upright zs the Lorp: therefore will he 
teach finners in the way. 

9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the 
meek will he teach his way. 

10 All the paths of the Lorp @re mercy and truth. 
unto fuch as keep his covenant and his teftimonies. 

11 For thy name’s fake, O Lorp, pardon mine ini- 
quity ; for it is great. 

12 What man zs he that feareth the Lorp? him fhall 
he teach in the way ¢haz he fhall choofe. 

13 His foul fhall dwell at eafe; and his feed fhall 
inherit the earth. 

14 The 


divine Majefty will vouchfafe to take up his fpecial refidence among 
us, yeee the whole earth is his, and all the creatures wherewith it is 
filled! : 

3 Who feall afcend into the bill of the Lard? &c.] Who is worthy 
te appear before him? and who may hope to be admitted to a gra- 
cious audience with him ? . 

6 This is the generation of them that feck him, that feck thy face, O 
Facob, &c.] Thefe are the genuine people of God. Meaning, that 
thongh circumcifion feparateth the carnal feed of Jacob from the 
Gentiles, yet he who feekcth God is the true Jacob, is the very 
Ifraelite. 

7 Lift up your beads, O ye gates, &c.) This is proreticn! of 
Chrift’s glorious afcenfion into heaven, having fpoiled principalities 
and powers, and obtained eternal redemption for us. 

8 Who is this King of glory? &c.] If it fthould be atked, Who 


‘is this king, whofe tranfecndent majefty we proclaim? Be it known, 


that itis the Lord, who made and governs the world, and is alfa@the 
redeemer of his people Ifracl. , 


Grenerat Rerrectrions on Plal. XXIV. 


Obferve carefully that which is faid in this pfalm; and fince there 
be none, but thofe in whom thefe characters are found, that can 
enjoy the prefence of God, fee that you walk uprightly and fin- 
cerely before him, calling upon his name, and feeking his face, 
that fo you may receive, as God hath promifed by David, ‘* bleffing 
from the Lord, and rightcoufnefs from the God of your falvation.”* 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, XXV. 


6 They have been ewer of old.) Al ages have tranfmitted to us 
memorials of thy compaffionate bounty to the miferable, 

q Remember ‘not the fins of my youth, &ce} 1 am a finner, and 
even in my youth went aiftray from thee: but confider not, O my 
‘God, the greatnefs of my fins, but, for the fake of thy tender mercy, 
forgive my tranfgreffions. 

14. Zhe 


David prayeth for remiffion of fins. 


“David reforteth to God, 8c. 





14 The fecret of the Lorp zs with them that fear 
him ; and he will fhew them his covenant. 


15 Mine eyes are ever toward the Lorp; for he. 


fhall pluck my feet out of the net. 
16 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upen me; 
for I am defolate and afflifted. 
17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged : O bring 
thou me out of my diftreffes. 
18 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and 
forgive all my fins. 
19 Confider mine enemies; for they are many; and 
they hate me with cruel hatred. 
20 O keep my foul, and deliver me: let me not be 
afhamed ; for I put my truft in thee. 
_ 2x Letintegrity and uprightnefs preferve me; for I 
wait on thee. 
22 Redeem Ifrael, O God, out of all his troubles. 
PSA L. XXVI. 
David reforteth unto God, in confidence of his integrity. 
A Pfakn of David. 
UDGE me, O Lorn; for I have walked in mine 
integrity: I have trufted alfo in the Lorn; there- 
Jore Y fhall not flide. 
2 Examine me, O Lorp, and prove me; try my 
reins and my heart. 


3 Yor thy loving kindnefs /s before mine eyes: and_ 


J have walked in thy truth. 

4 I have not fat with vain perfons, neither will I go 
in with diffemblers. 

gs Ihave hated the congregation of evil doers; and 
will not fit with the wicked. 

6 I will wath mine hands in innocency: fo will J 
compafs thine altar, O Lorp: 

7 ‘That I may publifh with the voice of thankfgiv- 
ing, and tell of all thy wondrous works. 

8 Lorp, I have loved the habitation of thy houfe, 
and the place where thine honour dwelleth. 

9 Gather not my foul with finners, nor my life with 
bloody men: 


10 In whofe hands is mifchief, and their right hand 


is full of bribes. 

11 But as for me, I will walk in mine integrity : re- 
deem me, and be merciful unto me. 

12 My foot ftandeth in an even place: in the con- 
gregations will I blefs the Lorp. : 


PSAL. XXVII. : 
3 David fuftaineth his faith by the power of God, 4 by 
bis love to the fervice of God, 9 and by prayer. 


anu oe eg 

14 The fecret of the Lord, &c.] By “* the fecret of the Lord’? is 
meant, either his favour and providence, or his counfel. 

22 Redecm Irael,O God, out of all his troubles.] Nor do I plead 
mine own private caufe alone, but befeech thee to have mercy upon 
the whole nation, who are lamentably diftraéted by thefe divifions, 
and to reftore them to peace and quietnefs, 


*Grnerat Rerrectrons on Pfal. XXV. 


The ufe we are to make of this pfalm, is, to lift up our hearts to God, 
as David did, with faith and humility, to pray him to pardon our 
fins, fill us with divine knowledge, and teach us to walk in his 
ways. 

C OMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, XXVI. 
2 My reins, &c.] The reins being the moft inward parts of the 
body, are in fcripture figuratively put for the inward thoughts. 


6 J will afb mine hands in innocency, &¢.] This is an expreffion 
taken from thofe wafhings, which were appointed for the priefts to ufe 


when they approached the altar. This can only be underftood of | 


Chrift, who knew no fin. 

9 Gather not my foul with finners, &c.] Involve me not in the 
fame punifhment with thefe finners from whofe fociety I have always 
feparated myfelf. : 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Pfal. XXVI. 

‘We are here taught, that God fearches the heart; that the only 
means of obtaining his-favour is, to walk in truth, hate vice, and 
fhun the company of the wicked. We ought alfo to delight in 
the worfhip of God, to praife him, and meditate on the wonders 
of his love; befeeching him to ereferve us from every falfe way. 


COMMENTARY axa NOTES on PSAL. XXVII 


i The Lord is my light and my falvation; whom fall I fear ? &c.] 
The Lerd fill fills me with the joy of bis countenance, what them 


PSALMS, 








A Pfalm of David. 
SE Lorn zs my light and my falvation; whom 
fhall I fear? the Lorn 7s the ftrength of my 
life; of whom fhall I be afraid? 

2 When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, 
came upon meto eatup my flefh, they {tumbled and fell. 

3 Though an hoft thould encamp again{t me, my 
heart thall not fear: though war fhould rife againtt me, 
in this wi// I be confident. 

4 One thing have I defircd of the I.ornn, that will 
I feek after; that I may dwell in the houfe of the 
Lorp all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of 
the Lorn, and to enquire in his temple. 

5 For in the time of trouble he fhall hide me in his 
pavilion: in the fecret of his tabernacle fhall he hide 
me; he fhall fet me upon a rock, 

6 And now fhall mine head be lifted up above mine 


1 enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his 
i tabernacle facrifices of joy; I will fing, yea, I will fing 
if praifes unto the Lorp. 


7 Hear, O Loan, when I cry with my voice: have 


if. mercy alfo ppon me, and anfwer me. 


8 When thou faidf, Scék ye my face; my heart faid 


‘E unto thee, Thy face, Lorn, will I feek. 


9 Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy fer- 
vant away in anger: thou haft been my help; leave 


' me not, neither forfake me, O God of my falvation. 


10 When my father and my mother forfake me, 


then the Lorp will take me up. 


t1 Teach me thy way, O Lorp, and lead me ina 
plain path, becaufe of mine enemies. 

12 Deliver me not over unto the will of mine ene~ 
mies: for falfe witneffes are rifen up againft me, and 
fuch as breathe out cruelty. 

13 I had fainted, unlefs I had believed to fee the 
goodnefs of the Lorn in the land of the living. 

14 Wait on the Lorp: be of good courage, and he 
fhall ftrengthen thine heart: wait, I fay, on the Lorn. 


PSAL. XXVIII. 
1 David prayeth againft his enemies. 6 He bleffcth God, 
9 He prayeth for the people. 
A Pfaim of David. 


NTO thee will I cry, O Lory my rock; be not 
filent to me: left, 7thou be filent to me, I be- 
come liké them that go down into the pit. ; 
2 Hear thevoiccof my fupplications, when Iery unto 
thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle. 
3 Draw 


SS 
fhall make me afraid? He compaffeth me about with his hand in the 
day of battle, whom then fhall I fear ? . ; 

4 That I may davell in the houfe of the Lord, &c.J i. e. That I 
may perpetually attend upon the fervice of God in the holy aflemblies, 

6 And now feall mine head be lifted up, &¢.] Now I have felt 
the happy fruits of loving his dwelling-place; for the Lord hath 
given me a glorious victory, and made me triumph over all mine 
enemies on every fide. 

10 When my father and my mother forfake me, &c.] Though all 
my friends fhould abandon me, yet would I hope that the Lord would 
take me into his care, and not fuffer me to perith. 

13 J had fainted, &c.} How had itbeen poflible for me to have 
fupported myfelf under fo many troubles and fears, if I had not 
firmly trufted in thee; that notwithftanding the reftlefs malice of my 
enemies, I fhall enjoy thee in a profperous and happy condition, even 
here in this prefent life. : 

14. Wait on the Lord: be of guod courage, and be feall firengthen 
thine heart, &c.] Let not thine heart fail thee in the grearelt danger, 
but wait upon the Lord, and confidently expedt that in his good time 
he will relieve thee. 


Generar Rerrecrions on Pfal. XXVII. 


David’s affurance fhews, that although we fhould be forfaken by all 
the world; yet God will never forfake us, if we depend upon him ; 
that nothing but our tru‘ in him, and hope in his promifes, can 
fupport us in the midft of the troubles of this life ; and that there- 
fore we ought to wait upon God only; being perfuaded that our 
expectation fhall never be in vain. ; 
COMMENTARY axvn NOTES on PSAL. XXVIII. 

1 Left, if thou befilent to me, I become like them, &c.] Left while 

I confide fo entirely on thee, and yet thou takeft no notice of me, I 

appear like one that is abandoned by thee to deftruétion, 

2 Vhy holy oracle.}] The inmokt and moit holy part of the temple, 


in which was the ark of God. 
a 3 Draw 


He prayeth againft his enemies: 


David exhorteth to give glory to God. 


Draw me not away with the wicked, and with 
the workers of iniquity, which {peak peace to their 
neighbours, but mifchief zs in their hearts. ‘ 

4 Give them according to their deeds, and accord- 
ing to the wickednefs of their endeavours : give them 
after the work of their hands; render to them their 
defert. 

5 Becanfe they regard not the works of the Lorp, 
nor the operation of his hands, he fhall deftroy them, 
and not build them up. 


6 Blefled be the Lorp, becaufe he hath heard the | 


voice of my fupplications. 

7 The Lorv is my ftrength and my fhield; my 
heart trufted in him, and Iam helped: therefore my 
heart greatly rejoiceth ; and with my fong will I praife 
him. 

8 The Lorn is their ftrength, and he zs the faving 
ftrength of his anointed. : 

9 Save thy people, and blefs thine inheritance: feed 
them alfo, and lift them up for ever. 


PSAL. XXIX. 


1 David exhortcth princes to give glory to God, 3 by rea- 
fon of bis power, 11 and protcéion of his people. 
A Pfalm of David. 

IVE unto the Lorn, O ye mighty, give unto 

the Lorn glory and ftrength. 

2 Give unto the Lorp the glory due unto his name; 
worfhip the Lorp in the beauty of holinefs. 

3 The voice of the Lorp zs upon the waters: the 
God of glory thundereth: the Lorp zs upon many 
waters. 

The voice of the Lorp is powerful; the voice of 
the Lorn #s full of majetly. ‘ 

5 The voice of the Lorn breaketh the cedars; yea, 
the Lorn breaketh the cedars of Lebanon. 

6 He maketh them alfo to fkip likea calf: Leba- 
nonand Sirion like a young unicorn. 

7 The voice of the Lorp divideth the flames of fire. 

8 The voice of the Lorn fhaketh the wildernefs; 
the Lorp fhaketh the wildernefs of Kadeth. 

The voice of the Lorp maketh the hinds tocalve, 
and difcovereth the forefts: and in his temple doth 
every one {peak of his glory. 

to The Lorp fitteth upon the flood; yea, the Lorp 
ficteth King for ever. 

rt The Lorp will give ftrength unto his people; 
the Lorn will blefs his people with peace. 


PSAL. XXX. 


1 David praifeth God for bis deliverance. 4 He exhorteth 
others to praife bim by example of God’s dealing with him. 


3 Draw me not away with the wicked, &c.] Suffer me not to be 
involved in the fame punifhment with thofe wretches who make no 
conf{cience of committing the greateft villainies. 

5 He feall deftroy them and not build them up.) "They hall be ut- 
terly overthrown, without even the hope of being raifed up again. 

9 Save thy people, &c.] Save alfo, I befeech thee, O Lord, thy 
people whom thou hait appointed unto thyfelf; take care of them as 


a watchful fhepherd doth of his flock; and make them victorious * 


over all their enemies, both now and in all future generations. 


Generav ReFrections on Pfal, XXVIII. 


We are here tanght, in all our wants, to call upon the Lord, lifting 
up your hands and hearts to him, and to implore his affiftance in 
every exigence; for God will hearken to thefe who appeal to 
him, but renders to the wicked according to their works, and 
will deftroy the double minded and deceitful ; but will always be 
the fhicld of the righteous, and the protector of his people, who 
fear and obey him. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL. XXIX. 


2 The beauty of bolinefs.] The fanétuary where he fixed his glc- 
rious refidence. 

The woice of the Lord is upon the waters, &e.}] He makes not 
run the earth, buf the great ocean tremble at that awful token of his 
prefence. 

: 5 The voice af the Lord breaketh th: cedars, &¢.| At his thun- 
‘der the ftrongelt trees of the foreft tremble, nay, are broken into 
Shivers. 

6 Sirion, &c.}  Sirion is mount Hermon. 

g The woice of the Lord maketh the hinds to calve; &c.] The 


pinds are faid to bring forth with greater trouble than other crea- 


PSALMS. 


hs truft in God and prayer for help. 


A Pfalm and Song at the dedication of the houfe of 
, David. 
WILL extol thee, O Lorn; for thou haft lifted 
me up, and haft not made my foes to rejoice over 
me. 

2 O Lorp my God; I cried unto thee, and thou 
haft healed me. 

3 O Lorp, thou haft brought up my foul from the 
grave: thou haft kept me alive, that I fhould nog o 
down to the pit. 

4 Sing unto the Lorp, O ye faints of his, and give 
thanks at the remembrance of his holinefs. 

5 For his anger endureth but a moment ; in his fa- 
vour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh in the morning. 

6 And in my profperity I faid, I fhall never be 
moved. 

7 Lorp, by thy favour thou haft made my mountain 
to ftand ftrong: thou didft hide thy face, aad I was 
troubled. 

8 Icried to thee, O Lorp; and unto the Lorn I 
made fupplication. 

9 What profit is there in my blood, when I go down 
to the pit? Shall the duft praife thee? fhall it declare 
thy truth? 7 

1o Hear, O Lorp, and have mercy upon me: 
Lorp, be thou my helper. 

tr Thou haft turned for memy mourning into danc- 
ing: thou haft put off my fackcloth, and girded me 
with gladnefs ; 

12 To the end that my glory may fing praife to thee, 
and not be filent. O Lorn my God, I will give thanks 
unto thee for ever. 


PSAL. XXXI. 


1 David fhewing his confidence in God, craveth his help. 
7 He rejoiceth in his mercy. 9 He prayeth in his cala- 
mity. 19 He praifeth God for his goodne/s. 


To the chief Mufician. A Pfalm of David. 


N thee, O Lorp, do I put my truft; let me never 

be afhamed: deliver me in thy righteoufnels. 

2 Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me fpeedily : 
be thou my ftrong rock for an houfe of defence to fave 
me. 

3 For thou art my rock and my fortrefs; therefore 
for thy name’s fake lead me, and guide mc. 

Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily 
for me: for thou ar¢ my ftrength. 

5 Into-thine hand I commit my fpirit: thou haft 
redeemed me, O Lorn God of truth. 

6 I have 


ned 

tures, and when it thunders, the pfalmift remarks, that fear makes 

them caft their calves. 

In his temple doth every one fpeak of his glory.) While his temple 
remains unfhaken by thefe tempefts, and all his pious worthippers 
there fecurely fing the praifes of his glorious Majelty, faying, “* ‘The 
Lord fitteth,” &c. 

Generar ReEFvrections on Pfal. XXIX. 

We may learn from this pfalin, to adore, with reverence and. fear, 
the majefty of God; and fhould take’ occafion, from the works of 
his hands, to acknowledge his infinite power, and reverence him 
as the ruler and judge of the world. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XXX. 
The title of this pfalm, in the Hebrew runs thus, A pfalm, a 
fong of dedication of the houfe built by David. 
1 Lifted me up, &c.] As out ofa pit: a phrafe denoting deliver- 
ance out of the depths of danger and diftrefs. 
i, Thou haft healed mc, &c.] Thou hait reftored me to my former 
eltate. 
12 My ghry, &c.] 1. e. My tongue. 
Generat ReFrrecrions on Pfal. XXX, 
We are here taught, that God makes ufe of adverfity to bring his 
people to a fenfe of their duty, that they may acknowledge their de- 
pendance on his bounty, and have recourfe to him in their diftrefs. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL. XXXI. 

4 Pull me cut of the pit thatsthey have laid privily for me, &c.} 
Mine enemies have now fo circumvented me, and by the fecret trea- 
chery of the Zophites, have brought ‘me into fuch perplexities, that 
Iam utterly ruined, unlefs thou vouchfafeft to work my deliverance. 

5 Into thine hand I commit my fpirit.) Our Saviour made ule of 
the words, Lude xxiii. 46. in a more proper and literal fenfe than 
they can be applied to David. 

3 6 Lying 


6 I have hated them that regard lying vanities: 
but I truft in the Lorn. ; 

7 I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou 
haft confidered my trouble; thou haft known my foul 
in adveriities ; 

$ And haft not {hut me up in the hand of the ene- 
my: thou haft fet my foot in a large room. 

g Have mercy upon me, O Lorp, for I am in trou- 
ble: mine eye is confumed with grief, yea, my foul and 
my belly. : 

zo For ‘my life is {pent with grief, and my years 
with fighing: my_ftrength faileth becaufe of mine ini- 
quity, and my bones are confumed. . 

- a¢ I was a reproach among all mine enemies, but 
efpecially among my neighbours, and a fear to mine ac- 
quaintance: they that did fee me without fled from me. 

12 Lam forgotten as a dead man out of mind: 1 am 
like a broken veffel. ; 

13° For I have heard the flander of many: fear was 
onevery fide: while they took counfel together againk 
me, they devifed to take away my life. 

14 But I trufted in thee, O Lorn: I faid, Thou art 
my God. . ; 

15 My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the 
hand of mineenemies, and from them that perfecute me. 

16 Make thy face to fhine upon thy fervant: fave 
me for thy mercies’ fake. 

17 Let me not be afhamed, O Lorp; for I have 
called upon thee: let the wicked be afhamed, and let 
them be filent in the grave. 

18 Let the lying lips be put to filence ; which fpeak 
grievous things proudly and contemptuoully againft 
the righteous. 

19 Obhow great is thy goodnefs, which thou haft laid 
up for them that fear thee; whch thou haft wrought 
for them that truft in thee before the fons of men! 

20 Thou fhalt hide them in the fecret of thy prefence 
from the pride of man: thou fhalt keep them fecretly 
in a pavilion from the ftrife of tongues. 

21 Bleffed be the Lorn: fur he hath fhewed me his 
marvellous kindnefs in a flrong city. 

22 For I faid in my hafte, 1am cut off from before 
thine eyes: neverthelefs thou heardeft the voice of my 
jupplications when I cried unto thee. 

23 O love the Lorp, all ye his faints : for the Lorp 
preferveth the faithful, and plentifully rewardeth the 
proud doer. 

24 Be of good courage, and he fhall ftrengthen your 
heart, all ye that hope in the Lorp. 


PSAL. XXXII. 


1 Bleffednefs conjifieth in remiffion of fins. 3 Confeffion of 
Jins giveth eafe to the confeience. 8 God's promifes 


bring soy: 


6 Lying vanities, &c.] Idols and falfe gods: See Deus. xxxii. 21. 
Fer. viii. 1g, &e. 

10 Becaufe of mine iniquity, &c.] Becaufe of the punifhment due to 
mine iniquity, 

15 My times are in thy hand, &c.] He means, that his many 
and’ fundry events, his troubles and ‘deliverances, his profperity and 
eeaeed his life and death, were all in the hand and difpofal of 

od. 

22 du my hafte, &c.] When David made hafte to get away for fear 
of Saul, 1 Sam. xxiii. 26, 


Generac Rretecrions on Pfal. XXXI. 


We may obferve, in this pfalm, how David is tranfported with the 
fenfe of God’s favours towards thofe that fear him, and of the great- 
nefs of thofe things he lays up for them. Confider this for your 
comfort, all you that fear the Lord; and let it encourage you 
more and more to love, obcy, and pleafe him. 


COMMENTARY axpn NOTES on PSAL. XXXII. 


This pfalm was compofed by David, when the calamities attending 
the rebellion of his fon taught him how fearful a thing it was to offend 
God, and how much he was beholden to him for mercifully remitting 
to him the vengeance which his fins deferved. 

1 Whofe fin is covered.] By the Lord, and not by himfelf; for he 
that covereth his fins fhall not profper: but whofo confeffeth and for- 
faketh them, fhall have mercy.  Prow. xxvill. 13. 

3 When I kept filence, wy bones waxed old through my roaring all the 
day long, &c.] Neither by filence nor crying dound I eafe; figni- 


0! 4Qs 
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Remiffion of fins a great blefing. PSALMS. The faithful are called upon to praife God. 


A Pfalm of David, Mafchil. 
Bere ‘is ‘he whofe tranfgreffion zs forgiven, 


whofe fin zs covered. 

2 Blefled ‘s the man unto whom the Lorp imputeth 
not iniquity, and in whofe fpirit ‘ere 7s no guile. 

3 When I kept filence, my bones waxed old through 
my roaring all the day long. : 

4 For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: 
ay poouitars is turned into the drought of fummer. 

elah. 

5 LT acknowledged my fin unto thee, and mine ini- 
quity have I not hid. I faid, I will confefs my tran 
greffions unto the Lorp ; and thou forgaveft the ini- 
quity of my fin. Selah. 

6 For this fhalt every one that is godly pray unto 
thee in a time when thou mayeft be found: furely in 
the floods of great waters they fhall not come nigh 
unto him. 

7 Thou art my hiding place; thou fhalt preferve me 
from trouble; thou fhalt compafs me about with fongs 
of deliverance. Selah. 

8 I will inftruct thee and teach thee in the way which 
thou fhalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye. 

g Be ye not as the hortfe, or as the mule, which have 
no underftanding : whofe mouth muft be held in with 
bit and bridle, left they come near unto thee. 

10 Many forrows /hal/ be to the wicked : but he that 
trufteth in the Lorp, mercy fhall compafs him about. 

11 Be glad in the Lorp, and rejoice, ye righteous: 
and fhout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart. 


-PSAL, XXXII: 


1 God is to be praifed for his goodne/s, 6 for his power, 
12 and for his providence. 20 Confidence is to be placed 
in God. 

EJOICE in the Lorp, O ye rightcous: for praife 
is comely for the upright. ~ - 
2 Praife the Lorp with harp: fing unto him with 
the pfaltery and an inftrument of ten ftrings. 
3 Sing unto him a new fong; play fkilfully with a 
loud noife. : 
4 For the word of the Lorp zs right; and all his 

works are done in truth. . 

5 He loveth righteoufnefs and judgment: the earth 
is full of the goodnefs of the Lorn. : 

6 By the word of the Lorp were the heavens made ; 
and all the hoft of them by the breath of his mouth, 

7 He gathereth the waters of the fea together as an 
heap: he Jayeth up the depth in ftorehoules. 

8 Let all the earth fear the Lorn: let all the inha- 
bitants of the world ftand in awe of him. 

9 For he fpake, and it was doze; he commanded and 
it ftood fait. 

to The 


errr RNS 
fying, that before the finner is reconciled to God, he is under a perpe~ 
tual torture of mind. 

6 They foall not come nigh unto him.) i.e. The great waters, and the 
danger fhall not come nigh him. 

8 J will infiru® thee and teach thee, &c.|] Hearken therefore unto 
me, whofoever thou art that haft any concern about thy falyation, and 
I will direét thee into the wifeft and fafeft courfe of life. 


GeneERAL REFLECTIONS on Plal. XXXII. 


This pfalm teaches us, that the true happinefs of man confifts in the par.- 
don of fins, and in the purity’ of the confcience; and that this favour 

. is obtained by a fincere and humble confeffion of fin, and a true 
return to God, as the feripture enjoins. 3 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XXXIIL 


1 Rejoice in the Lord, &c.] Praife the Almighty with grateful hearts, 
triumph in his holy name all ye that love him; for nothing is more be- 
coming thofe who obferve the law of God, than to magnify him who is 
the author of their being, and who gracioufly beftows upon them al 
the bleflings of life. - . 

2 With the pfaltery, &c.] It may be tranflated the lute, or viol; it 
was a round hollow inftrument. 

6 By the ward of the Lord vere the heavens made, &c.] This beauti- 
ful verfe fhews how thoroughly the royal poet entered into the mae 
jefty of the Mofaic narration: and the repetition of the fentiment, ver, 
g- intimates how peculiarly he was charmed with that noble manner of 


defcribing the divine operations. 
6D 12 The. 








The bieffednefs of godly truft and a = 


10 The Lorp bringeth the counfel of the heathen 
to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of 
none effect. ’ 

11 The counfel of the Loan ftandeth for ever, the 
thoughts of his heart to all generations. 

12 Blefled is the nation whofe God zs the Lorp; 
and the people whom he hath chofen for his own inhe- 
ritance. 

13 The Loan looketh from heaven; he beholdeth 
all the fons of men. 

14 From the place of his habitation he looketh upon 
all the inhabitants of the earth. | : 

1§ He fafhioneth their hearts alike ; he confidereth 
all their works. - 

16 There is no king faved by the multitude of an 
hoft: a mighty man is not delivered by much ftrength. 

_17 An horfe zs a vain thing for fafety: neither fhall 
he deliver any by his great ftrength. 

18 Behold, the eye of the Lorp zs upon them that 
fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy ; 

19 To deliver their foul from death, and to keep 
them alive in famine. 

20 Our foul waiteth for the Lorp: he és our help 
and our fhield. 

et For our heart fhall rejoice in him, becaufe we 
have trufted in his holy name. 

22 Let thy mercy, O Lorp, be upon us, according 
as we hope in thee. 


PSAL. XXXIV. 


1 David praifeth God, and exhorteth others thereto by bis 
experience. 8 They are blefed that truft in God. 11 He 
exborteth to the fear of God. 


A Pfaim of David, when he changed his behaviour be- 
fore Abimelech ; who drove him away, and he de- 
. parted, 
WILL blefs the Lorn at all times: his praife /bal/ 
‘continually ée in my mouth. 
2 My foul fhall make her boaft in the Lorn: the 
humble fhall hear ¢ereof, and be glad. 
3 O magnify the Lorp with me, and let us exalt his 
ame together. 
4 I fought the Lorp, and he heard me, and deli- 
vered mie from all my fears. 
5 They looked unto him, and were lightened : and 
their faces were not afhamed. 
.6 This poor man cried, and the Lorp heard 4im, 
and faved him out of all his troubles. 
7 The angel of the Lorn encampeth round about 
them that fear him, and delivereth them. 
8 O tafte and fee that the Lorp is good: bleffed is 
the man ¢/a¢ trufteth in him. 
O fear the Lorp, ye his faints: for there is no 
want to them that fear him. 


12, The nation whofe God is the Lord, &c.] i. That nation which 
worfhips this Lord, the creator of heaven and earth. 

15 He fafbioneth their hearts alike, &c.] They are, every one of 
them without exception, his creatures. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Pfal. XXNIII. 


The beft ufe we can make of this pfalm is, by obferving, that it is a 
moit juft and a reeable duty to praife God, which none but the 
upright can difcharge: that we ought to praife God, becaufe he 
has created the world by his almighty power; becaufe he governs 
it wifely and righteoufly by his providence, and becaufe he is the 

rotector of his people, who are entirely happy in having the Lord 
or their God. : : 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XXXIV. 


This pfalm was written by David after his efcape from Achifh king 
of Gath. Itis very curioufly compofed, according to the number and 
order of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet in the beginning of every 
verfe; which is a fufficient proof that it was written after David s 
efcape to fome place of fafety. 

5 They looked unto him, &c.] ‘Through faith, hope, and prayer. 

6 This poor man cried, &c.| Here David fpeaks of himfelt in,the 
third perfon; as if he had faid, Let ail that are in trouble, fix their 
eyes on me, and excite one another to achearful dependence upon God, 
faying, Behold that man; he-was in a poor and miferable condition, 
and deftitute of all human help; but commending himfelf to the Lord 
by earneft prayer, the Lord regarded him, and delivered him out of 
all his diftreffes. 


PSALMS. 


10 The young lions do lack, and fuffer hunger: but 
they that feek the Lorp fhall not want any good ¢hing. 

11 Come, ye children, hearken unto me: I will 
teach you the fear of the Lorn. 

12 What man zs he that defireth life, avd loveth many 
days, that he may fee good? ; 

13 Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from 
{peaking guile. 

14 Depart from evil, and do good ; feek peace, and 
purfue it.’ 

15 The eyes of the Lorp are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their cry. 

16 The face of the Lorn zs againft them that do 
evil, tocut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

17 The righteous cry, and the L.orp heareth, and de- 
livereth them out of all their troubles. 

18 The Lorp zs nigh unto them that are of a bro- 
ken heart; and faveth fuch as be of a contrite fpirit. 

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but 
the Lorp delivereth him out of them all. 

20 He keepeth all his bones: not one of them is 
broken. 

21 Evil fhall flay the wicked: and they that hate 
the righteous fhail be defolate. 

22 The Lorp redeemeth the foul of his fervants =: 
and none of them that truft in him fhall be defolate. 


PSAL. XXXV. 
1 David prayeth for his own faféty, and bis enemies con- 
fufion. 11 tle complainsth of their wrongful dealing. 

22 Thereby he inciteth God againfi them. 

A Pfaln of David. . 
LEAD my raufe, O Lorp, with them that ftrive 
with me: fight againft them that fight againft me. 

2 Take hold of fhield and buckler, and ftand up 
for mine help. 

3 Draw out alfo the fpear, and ftop the way againft 
them that perfecute me: fay unto my foul, I am thy 
falvation. 

4 Let ‘them be confounded and put to fhame that 
feek after my foul: let them be turned back and 
brought to confufion that devife my hurt. 

5 Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let 
the angel of the Lorp chafe them. 

6 Let their way be dark and flippery: and let the 
angel of the Lord perfecute them. 

7 For without caufe have they hid for me their net 
in a pit, which without caufe they have digged for my 
foul. 

8 Let deftruction come upon him at unawares ; and 
let his net that he hath hid catch himfelf: into that 
very deftruction let him fall. 

9 And iny foul fhall be joyful in the Lorn: it fhall 
rejoice in his falvation. 

10 All my bones fhall fay, Lorn, who is like unto 

thee, 


er gr 
7 The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them, &c.} For fimi- 
Jar inftances, fee Gen. xxxii. 1, 2 and alfo 2 Kings vi. 17. 
16 The face of the Lord- is againf them that do evil, &c.] This ex- 
preffion denotes the divine anger. Seg Lew, xvii. 10. 


Generab RerLrecrions on Pfal XXXIV. 


The excellent Ieffons contained in this pfalm are, that when God 
grants us a deliverance, or any other favour, we ought not only to 
thank him for it, but to invite other men to praife him with us 5 
that the Lord never fails to hear and deliver thofe who call upon 
him in their diftrefs; tH&t he employs even angels in their diftrefs, 
and never fuffers them to want any thing that is good. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, XXXV. 


This pfalm was compofed by David when he was fiercely perfecnted 
by Saul. The imprecations may be interpreted not as a prayer, but 
as a prediction, and may be rendered, Not let them be, but, They 
fhall be, &c. ats 2 

1 Plead my caufe, &c.] That is, maintain my caufe. 

3 That feck after my foul, &c.\ After my life. : ‘ : 

6 Let their suay be dark and flippery, &c.] | Not knowing where they 
are in their flight, and wandering as men in the dark. ee 

10 411 my bones fall fay, &c.} From my inmoft heart, with all 
my power of foul and body, 1 will praife thee. This is an hyperbole, 


exprefling his ardor. eB 


The privileges of the righteous. 


David complaineth againjt his enemies. PSALMS. The excellency of the divine attributes. 


2 For he flattereth him felf in his own eyes, until his 
iniquity be found to be hateful. as 

3 The words of his mouth are iniquity and deccit: 
he hath left off to be wife, and to do good. 

_4 He devifeth mifchief upon his bed; he fetteth 
himfelfin a way that zs not good; he abhorreth not evil, 

5 Thy mercy, O Lorn, 7s in the heavens; aud thy 
faithfulnefs reacheth unto the clouds. 

6 Thy righteoufhefs is like the great mountains; thy 
judgments are a great deep: O Lorp, thou preferveit 
man and beaft. 

: 7 How excellent is thy lovingkindnefs, O God! 
therefore the children of men put their truft under the 
fhadow of thy wings. 
8 They thall be abundantly fatished with the fat- 
nefs of thy houfe; and thou fhalt make them drink of 
the river of thy pleafures. 
| _, 9, For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy lighe 
thall we fee light. 

10 O continue thy lovingkindnefs unto them that 
know thee; and thy righteoufnefstothe uprightin heart. 

1r Let not the foot of pride come againft me, and 
let not the hand of the wicked remove me. 

12 There are the workers of iniquity fallen; they 
are caft down, and thall not be able to rife. 


PSAL. XXXVII. 


David perfuadeth to patience and confidence in God, by the 
different eftate of the godly and the wicked. 


4 Pfalm of David. 


WARET not thyfelf becaufe of evil doers, neither be 
i thou envious againft the workers of iniquity. 

2 For they hall foon be cut down like the grafs, 
and wither as the green herb. 

3 Truft in the Lorp, and do good; / thalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou fhalt be fed. 

4 Delight thyfelf alfo in the Lorp ; and he fhall 
give thee the defires of thine heart. , 

5 Commit thy way unto the Lorp; truf alfo in 
him ; and he fhell bring 72 to pafs. 

6 And he fhall bring forth thy righteoufnefs as the 
light, and thy judgment as the noonday. 

7 Reftin the Lorp, and wait patiently for him: 
fret not thyfelf becanfe of him who profpereth in his 
way, becaufe of the man who bringeth wicked devices 
to pafs. 

8 Ceafe from anger, and forfake wrath: fret not thy- 
felf in any wife to do evil. 

9 For evil doers fhall be cut off: but thofe that 
wait upon the Lorp, they fhall inherit the earth. 

' £0 For yeta little while, and the wicked /ha// not be: 
yea, thou fhalt diligently confider his place, and it /aaHl 
not be. 

tr But the meek fhall inherit the earth ; and fhall 
delight themfelves in the abundance of peace. 

12 The wicked plotteth againft the juit, and gnath. 
eth upon him ‘with his teeth. 

13 The 


























thee, which delivereft the poor from him that is too - 
ftrong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him |. 
that {poileth him ? 

11 Falfe witneffes did rife up; they laid to my 
charge things that l knew not. - 

12 They rewarded me evil for good fo the fpoiling 
of my foul. P 

13 But as for me, when they were fick, my clothing 
was fackcloth:: I humbled my foul with fafting ; and 

‘ my prayer returned into mine own bofom. 

14 L_behaved myfelf as though he had been my friend 
or brother: I bowed down heavily, as one that mourn- 
eth for Sis mother. 

15 But in mine adverfity they rejoiced, and gathered 
themfelves together: yea, the abjects gathered them- 
felves together againft me, and I knew i hot; they did 
tear me, and ceafed not: . ; 

16 With hypocritical mockers in feats, they gnafhed 
upon me with their teeth. 

17 Lorp, how long wilt thou look on? refcue my 
foul from their deftruétions, my darling from the lions. 

18 L will give thee thanks in the great congregation: 
I will praife thee among much people. : 

19 Let not them that are mine enemies wrongfully 
rejoice over me: neither let them wink with the eye 
that hate'me without a caufe. : 

20 For they fpeak not peace: but they devife deceit- 
ful matters againft theni that are quiet in the land. 

21 Yea, they opened their mouth wide againit me, 
and faid, Aha, aha, our eye hath feen 7. - , 

22 This thou haft feen, O Lorp: keep not filence: 
‘O Lorn, be not far from me. 

23 Stirup thyfelf, and awake to my judgment, even 
unto my caufe, my God and my Lorp. ; 

24 Judge me, O Lorp my God, according to thy 
righteoufnefs ; and let them not rejoice over me. ‘ 

25 Let them not fay in their hearts, Ah, fo would we 
have it: let them not fay, We have fwallowed him up. 

26 Let them be afhamed and brought to confufion 
together that rejoice at mine hurt: let them be clothed 
with fhame and difhonour that Magnify them/elves 
againfl me. 

27 Let them fhout for joy, and be glad, that favour 
my righteous canfe: yea, let them fay continually, Let 
the Lorp be magnified, which hath ‘pleafure in the . 
profperity of his-fervant. 

28 And my tongue fhall fpeak of thy righteoufnefs 
and of thy praife all the day long. 


PSAL. XXXVI 


1 The grievous eftate of the wicked. 5 The excellency of 
* God's mercy. 10 David prayeth for favour to God's 
children, 
To the chief Mufician, 4 Pfaim of David the fervant 
of the Lorp. 


T HE tranfgreffion of the wicked faith within my 
heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes. 


nefs, O Lord, and faithfulnefs and lovingkindnefs are infinitely 

greater. 

‘9 For with thee is the fountain of 4ife, &¢.] Thou art the fource 
from whence all our happinefs flows, and which thon art able to fupply 
for ever. 

11 Let not the foot of pride come againf me, &c.] Let not my proud 
enemy tread me under his feet. 

12 ‘There are the workers of intguity fallen, 8c. 1 am confident they 
fhall fall. I plainly fee them baffled in this wicked defign; it is as cera 
tnin as if I already beheld it with my eyes, 

Genera Reruections on Pfal. XXXVI. 

‘The ufe we are to make of this pfalm is, to avoid the fentiment of the 
wicked, and to cleave to God by a fincere love and holy fear, to the 
end that we may rejoice in him with the righteous, and glorify his 
name for the bleffings he vouchfafes to beftow. 

“COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow PSAL. XXXVII. 

1 Becaufe of evil doers, &c.}] i. e. Becaufe of the profperity of evil 


loers. 
6 Fudgment, &c.] By « judgment,” is here meant, juftice or integrity. 
8 Fret not thyfelf in any wife to do evil.]_ Let not impatience and dif- 
content at any time force thee to imitate the wicked, in hopes of meet- 


ing, in confequence, with their fuccefs. . es 


15 But in mine adwerfity they rejoiced, &c.] But thefe very men 
(fach was both their inhumanity and ingratitude) could net difflemble 
the joy they conceived, when the news was brought of any evil that 

“befel mic. 

21 Yea they opened their mouth wide, &c.] They now openly and 
boldly accufe me asa traitor, and fay, So, fo, we have found him out: 
his treafonable practices are difcovered 3 we ourfelves are eye-witneffes 
of it, . : 

Grnerat Reriecrions on Pfal. XXXV. 

We may colleét in general from this pfalm, that God defends good men; 
that the wicked, and fuch as perfecute the faithful, are expefed to 
his vengeance ; and that the duty of the righteous is to rejoice in God, 
when his glory is promoted by their deliverance. But we fhould alfo 

' ¥emember, as Chiiftians, to love every body, even our enemies, and 
not to feek revenge, or render evil for evil. 


COM MENTARY anv NOTES ox PSAL. XXXVI. 

I Lhe tranfgrefiion of the wicked faith within my heart, &c.] His. 
ations fafficiently convince me, that he hath no regard to God, nor 
See refrained by the fear of him from doing me the greateft mif- 
5 Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, &c.] My comfort is, 
-that how great foever his hatred and falfhood are, yet thy pood- 

2 





The different ena of good and bad men. PSALMS. David imploreth God's compaffion 





_13 The Lorp fhall laugh at him: for he feeth that 4o And the Lorn fhall help them, and deliver them: 

his day is coming. he fhall deliver them from the wicked, and fave them, 

14 ‘The wicked have drawn out the {word, and have becaufe they truftin him. eee ae ; 
bent their bow, to caft down the poor and needy, and : : ary 
to flay fuch as be of upright converfation. PSA L. XXXVIII o 

1s Their fword fhall enter into their own heart, and : ‘ : 
eae owe fell be broken: art, an David moveth God to take compaffion of his pitiful cafe. 

A Pfalm of David, to bring to remembrance. 


16 A little that a righteous man hath zs better than 


the riches of many wicked. Lory, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither 


17 For the arms of the wicked fhall be broken: but chafien ‘me in thy. hot difpleafure. : 
the Lorp upholdeth the righteous. 2 For thine arrows ftick faft.in me, and thy hand 


18 The Loxp knoweth the: days of the upright: |] prefleth me fore. 
and their inheritance fhall be for ever. 3 There is no foundnefs in my flefh becaufe of thine 


39 They fhall ngt be afhamed in the evil time: and anger; neither is there any reft in my bones becaule of 


in the days of famine they fhall be fatisfied. my fin. : . 
20 But the wicked fhall perifh, and the enemies of 4 For.mine iniquities are gone over tine head :,.-as 

the Loxp ball be as the fat of lambs: they fhall con- an heavy burden they are too heavy for me. a 

fume; into fmoke fhall they confume away. - 5 My wounds tink and are corrupt becaufe ‘of. m 
21 The wicked borroweth, and payeth not again: foolifhnefs. : y 


but the righteous fheweth mercy, and giveth. 6 I am troubled ; I am bowed down reatly ; 
22 For /uch as be blefled of him fhall inherit the mourning all the day long. ° eee 
earth ; and they that be curfed of him fhall be cut off. 7 For my loins are filled with a,loathfome di/ea/e: and 


29 The fteps of a good man are ordered by the Lozp: there is no foundnefs in my Heth. 
sund he delighteth in his way. 8 Lam feeble and fore broken: I have roared b 
24 Though he fall, he fhall not be utterly caftdown: reafon of the difquictnefs of my heart. Prise 
* for the Lorp upholdeth him with his hand. 9 Lorn, all my defire is before thee ; and.my groan- 
25 1 have been young, and now am old; yet have I ing is not hid from thee. ; 
not {een the righteous forfaken, nor his feed begging 10 My heart panteth, my ftrength faileth me: as for 
bread. the light of mine eyes, it alfois gone from me. 
26 He is ever merciful, and Iendeth ; and his feed is 11 My lovers and my friends fiand aloof from my 
bieffed. fore: and my kinfmen ftand afar off. : 
_\ 27 Depart from evil, and do good; and dwell for 12 They alfo that feek after my life lay {nares for me: 
evermore. os and they that feck my hurt fpeak milchievous things, 
28 For the Lorn loveth judgment, and forfaketh and imagine deceits all the day long. is 
not his faints; they are preferved for ever: but the | 13 Bet IJ, as a deaf man, heard not; and J was asa 
feed of the wicked fhall be cut off. ‘ dumb man /bat openeth not his mouth. 
29 The righteous fhail inherit the Jand, and dwell 14 Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and in 
therein for ever. whofe mouth ave no reproofs. oe . 
o The mouth.of the righteous fpeaketh wifdom, ’ 15 For in thee, O Lory, do I hope: thou wilt hear 
and his tongue talketh of judgment. ; O Lorp my God. ; ‘ a a 
3t The law of his God is in his heart; none of his 16 For I faid, Hear me, lett otherwife they fhould 
Steps fhall flide. rejoice over me: when my foot fippeth, they magnify 
32 The wicked watcheth the righteous, and feeketh themfelves againft me. > 
to flay him. : 17 For I am ready to halt, and my forrow is conti- 
33 The Lorn will not leave him in his hand, nor nually befure me. 
condemn him when he is judged. 18 For I will declare mine iniquity; I will be forry 
4 Wait on the Lorp, and keep his way, and he {} for my fin. 
fhall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked 19 But mine enemies ere lively, and they are ftrong: 


and they that hate me wrongfully are multiplied. 

20 They alfo that render evil tor good are mine ad- 
verfaries; becaufe | follow the thing that good is, 

21 Forfake me not, O Lorp: O my God, be nog 


are cut off, thou fhalt ice it. 
I have feen the wicked in great power, and fpread- 
ing himfelf like a green bay tree. 
6 Yet he paffed away, and, lo, he was not: yea, I 


fought him, but he could not be found. far from me. 
37 Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: 22 Make halte to help me, O Lorp my falvation.s 
for the end of ¢/at man zs peace. eas : 
PSA L. XXXIX. 


38 But the tranfgreffors fhall be deftroyed together: : : 
the end of the wicked fhall be cut off. t Davia’s care of bis thoughts. 4 His confideration of the 
9 But the falvation of the righteous zs the Lorn: brevity and vanity of life. 7 Reverence of God's judg- 

be 1s their ftrength in the time of trouble. ments, 10 aud prayer, bridle impatience tn him. 
: To 


A rn NE 
13 That his day is coming.) That the day of his deftruction is ap- brance ; for the commemoration either of his affliftians, or of God’s 
preaching ; fo the Chaldee explaineth it, ‘The day of his calamity. mercies in delivering him out of them. 
17 The aris of the wicked, &c.] The power of the wicked. 2 Thine arrows flick faft in me, &c.]) The pains I endure are ex 
18 The Lord knoweth the days of the upright, &c.] The Lord re- ceeding fharp, and touch me to the very quick. 
gardeth and taketh care of the events, whether good or evil, that beial 4 Are gone over mine head, &c.] Have overwhelmed, like a river, 
the righteous. . Aas tS : even my very head. 
24 Though be fall, &c.] Though God exercife him with tempta- 13 But 1, as a deaf man, beard not 5 and I awas as a dumb man thar 
tions, and difcipline him with afflictions, &c. opencth nat bis mouth.| I was fo oppreffed with the weight of my other 
36 Yet he paged away, and lo, be was gone, &c.} Deeply as he affliGuons, and of thofe fins which brought them apon me, that I lay as 
fecmed to be rooted; and firm as he feemed to fland, (even as a flourifh- 3f I was deaf, and heard not what they faid, or as dumb, and could net 


gng bay tree in its own proper foil) yet he fuddenly difappeared, and make an anfwer. 
perifhed. : : 14. No reproofs.] No arguments to confute his adverfaries. 


GrneraL ReruecTions on Pal, XXXVI. 17 Lam ready to halt, &c.) In the Greck it is, I am ready for 

We may obferve in this pfalm, that the character of wicked men is, : fcourges, meaning for correction and punifhment. : 
injaftice, malice, hatred of good men, pride, ae Ae ee on the: a GextraLt REFLECTIONS on Pfal. XXXVI. 
contrary, good men wall< in uprightnefs, are nicek and humble, We are here taught, that perfons affi@ed by dillginpers,prienvos 


love to give, and to exercife charity, and their difcourfe is full of : nee 
. : ‘ Sarak A otkerwife, fhould look upon the evils that befal them, though never 
ys and edification. Let this prove both a caution and exam- fo heavy, as the juft correétion for their fins, and afk ‘pardon of God. 
ple to us. : ee for them: he will alfo deliver them, when he finds it moft for his 

OTES ox PSAL. XXXVIII. - own glory and their good. Part, of this pfalm may allude to the 


COMMENTARY anno N. 
This pfalm of David is intitled Lebagchiz, To bring: remem- 
z 


faflerings of Chrit, and his meekneds under them. 
; COMMENTARY 


David's reflettions on the vanity of humantfe. PSALMS, 


To the chicf Mufician, even to Jeduthun, A Pfalm of 
David. 

Said, I will take heed to my ways, that I fin not 

with my tongue: I willkeep my mouth witha bridle, 

while the wicked is before me. 

2 Iwas dumb with filence, I held my peace, ever 
frors good ; and my forrow was ftirred. 

My hear: was hot within me, while I was mufing 

the fire burned : /ben fpake I with my tongue, 

4. Lorp, make me to know mine end, and the mea- 
fure of my days, what it 7s; that I may know how 
frail TI am. + : 

5 Behold, thou haft made my days as an handbreadth; 
‘and mine age is as nothing before thee; verily every 
man ar his beft ftate is altogether vanity. Selah. 

6 Surely every man walketh in a vain fhew: furely 
they are difquicted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and 
knoweth not who thall gather them. ok 

7 And now, Lorp, what wait I for; my hope zs in 
thee. 

8 Deliver me from all my tranfgreffiens; make me 
’ not the reproach of the foolifh. 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; becaufe 
thou didft ét. 
+ to Remove thy ftroke away from me: I am con- 
fumed’ by the blow of thine hand. 

11 When thou with.’rebukes doft correct man for 
iniquity, thou makeft his beauty to confume away like 
a moth: furely every man is vanity. Selah. 

12 Hear my prayer, O Lorn, and give ear unto my 
cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I ama ftranger 
with thee, and a fojourner, as all my fathers were. 

13 O fpare me, that I may recover ftrength, before 
I go hence, and be no more. 


PSAL. XL. 


1 The benefit of confidence in God. 6 Obedience is the beft 
facrifice. 11 The fenfe of David's evils inflameth bis 
prayer. 

To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 

I Waited patiently for the Lorp; and he inclined 

unto me, and heard my cry. 

2 He brought me up alfo out of an horrible pit, out 
ef the miry clay, and fet my feet upon a rock, and 
eflablifhed my goings. 

3 And he hath put a new fong in my mouth, evez 
praife unto our God: many fhall fee it, and fear, and 
thall truft in the Lorp. 

4 Bleffed is that man that maketh the Lorp his truft, 
and refpecteth nat the proud, nor fuchas surn afide to 
lies. 

5 Many, O Lorp my God, are thy wonderful works 
which thou haft done, and thy thayghts which are to us- 
ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: 
if I would declare and fpeak of ¢bem, they are more 
than can be numbered, 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XXXIX. 

2 Lheld my peace, even from good, &c.} I fpake not a word, either 
good or bad. : 

3 My heart was het within me, while I was sufing the fire burned: 
then Joake I with my tongue.) My forrows rofe to fuch an height at 
lait, that they could no longer be confined: but burning like a fire, 
with a vehement heat in my brealt, they broke into fuch expreffions 


gs thefe. 
Ievas dumb, I opened not my mouth; becaufe thou didft it.] This 


is : profeffion of his prefent fuffering the affliftions which the pro- 
vidence of God laid upon him. 
11 Litea moth, &c.] Like a garment fretted by 2 moth, 


Generac Rerrecrions on Pla. XXXIX. 

David here teaches us, that God can put a period to our lives when 
he pleafes, and defpoil us of all our enjoyments; that we are only 
ftrangers and fojourners here below; and the fole remedy for the 
qiferies and vanity of human life is, to have all our expe€tation 
in the Lord, to afk his affittance and puden of our fins, and to fub- 
mit ourfelves with refignation ¢o his holy wilt. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XL. 
The tide of this pfalm being, OF David a Pfalm, and not «© A 

Pfalm of David,” fome interpreters refer this not to the compofer, 
No. 40. 


6 Sacrifice and offering thou didft not defire; mine 
ears haft thou opened:; burnt affering and fin offering 
haft thou not required. 

7 Then faid I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the 
book is is written of me, 

8 I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law 
7s within my heart. 

g I have preached rightcoufnefs in the great congre- 
gation: lo, Ll have not refrained my lips, O Lorp, thou 
knoweft. 

10 J] have not hid thy righteoufhefs within my heart; 
J have declared thy faithfulnefs and thy falvation: ] 
have not concealed thy lovingkindnefs and thy truth 
from the great congregation. 

1x Withhold not thau thy tender mercies from me, 
O Lorn: let thy lovingkindnefs and thy truth conti- 
nually preferve me. 

x32 For innumerable evils have compaffed me about: 
mine iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo that lam 


| not able to look up; they are more than the hairs of 


mine head: theretore my heart faileth mc. 

13 Be pleafed, O Lorn, to deliver me: O Lorn, 
make hafte to help me. 

14, Let them be afhamed and confounded together 
that feek after my foul to deftroy it; let them be driven 
backward and put to fhame that wifh me evil. 

15 Let them be defolate for a reward of their fhame 
that fay unto me, Aha, aha. 

16 Let all thofe that feek thee rejoice and be glad 
in thee: let fuch as love thy falvation fay continually, 
The Lorp be magnified. : 

17 But I am poor and needy: yet the Lorp thinketh 
upon me: thou art my help and my deliverer; make 
no tarrying, O my God. 


PSAL. XLI. 


1 God's care of the poor.. 4 David complaineth of bis 
~ enemics trcackery. 


To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 


po: E.D is he that confidereth the poor: the 
Lorp will deliver him in time of trouble. 

2 The Lorp will preferve him, and keep him alive ; 
and he fhall be bleffed upon the earth: and thou wilt 
not deliver him unto the will of his enemies. 

3 The Lorp will ftrengthen him upon the bed of 
languifhing : thou wilt make all his bed in his ficknefs, 

4.1 faid, Lorn, be merciful unto me: heal my foul; 
for I have finned againft thee. 

5 Mine enemies {peak evil of me, When fhall he die, 
and his name perifh ? 

6 And if he come to fee me, he fpeaketh vanity; 
his heart gathereth iniquity to itfelf; chen he goeth 
abroad, he telleth 7f. 

7 All that hate me whifper together againft me: 


againft me do they devife my hurt. 
8 An 





but to the fubjeét of the pfalm, i. e. concerning Chrift, who, in the 
languege of the prophets, is frequently pointed out under the name 
of David, which literally fignifies the Beloved; {ce Hofa iii. 5. Frr. 
xxx, g. Zxek, “xxiv. 23¢ and xxxvii, 24. And that Chrift is che 
fubje& of this pfalm, the apoftle teaches us, Heb, x. §, 6, Sc. 

2 He brought me up alfo out of an horrible pit, &c.] He hath 
delivered me out of the greateft dangers, 

6 Mine ears baff thou opened, &¢.) In the Hebrew it is, Mine 
ears haft thou hored; alluding to the Jewith cuftom of boring the 
ears of thofe who were willing to become perpetual fervants at the 
jubilee. The Greek interpreters read, a body haft thou fitted t6 
me; i,¢.to be a viétim to be offered up in facrifice; which fenfe 
St. Paul follows, feb, x. 5. . 

7 Then faid I, Lo, I coms, &c.] This has a direét allufion to 
Chrift, as offering himfelf ap as the great atoning facrifice for the 
fins of his people, . 


Gswerat REFLectTiIoNns on Pal. XL. 


We meet with thefe inftruétions in this pfalm: That the true happi- 
nefs of men coniifts in chufing the Lord for their refuge and por~ 
tion, without feeking it in the things of this world; that we can 
neither reckon up, nor fufficiently celebrate the mercies of God 5 
and that when we ferve and worbhip him aright, we may call upon 


him with 2 full affurance of his affiftance. ; 
4&E SOMMENTARY¥ 


és 


Obedience the moft acceptable facrifice. 





o 


* 





David's zeal to ferve God in the temple. 





1023. 


8 An evil difeafe, /ay jbey, cleaveth faft unto him: 
and wee that he lieth he thall rife up no more. 
9 Yea, mine own familiaz friend, in whom I trufted, 


‘which did cat of my bread, hath lifted up dis heel 


againft me. 

10 But thou, O Lorn, be merciful unto me, and 
raife me up, that I may requite them. 

rr By this I know that thou favoureft me, becaufe 
mine enemy doth not triumph over me. 

12 And as for ine, thou upholdeft me in mine in- 
tegrity, and fetteft ime before thy face for ever. 

13 Bleffed de the Lorp God of Ifrael from everlaft- 
ing, and to everlafting. Amen, and Amen. 

PSA L. XLII. 
1 David's neal lo ferve God in the temple. 
racelh brs foul to truft in God. 
To the chief Mufician, Mafchil, for the fons of Korah. 
S$ the hart panteth after the water brooks, fo 
panteth my foul after thee, O God. 

2 My foul thirfteth for God, for the living God: 
when fhall I come and appear before God ? 

3 My tears have becn my meat day and night, while 
they continually fuy unto me, Where 7s thy God ? 

4 When I remember thefe idings, I pour out my 
foul in me: for I had gone with the multitude, I went 
with thefn to the houfe of God, with the voice of joy 
and praife, with a multitude that kepc holyday. 

5 Why art thou caft down, O my foul? and why 
art thou difquieted in me? hope thou in God: for 1 
fhall yet praife him for the help of his countenance. 

6 O my God, my foul is caft down within me: 
therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 
and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 

4 Deep calleth unto deep at the noife of thy water- 
fpouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over nie. 

8 Yet che L.onp will command his loving kindnefs 
in the daytime, and in the nigit his fong /Lal/ se with 
me, aid my prayer unto the God of my life. 

g I will say unto God my rock, Why haft thou for- 
gotten ine? why go Tmourning becaufe of the oppreffion 
of the enemy? ; 

10 ts with a {word in my bones, mine enemics re- 
oe ine ; while they fay daily unto me, Where ss thy 
God? 

ri Why art thou caft down, O my foul? and why 
art thou difquieted within me? hope thou in God: for 
{ fhall yet praife him, who és the health of my counte- 
nanec, and my God. 

PSAL. XLIII. 
1 David praying to be reflored to the temple, promifeth io 


§ He encou- 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on PSAL. XII. 


8 An evil difeafe, &c.] This fome think fhould be rendered, A 
flander, or falfe accufation. 

13 Blefed be the Lord Gad of Ifrael, &c.] Let the God of Ifrael 
be for ever bleffed and adored. Let him be blefled throughout all 
generations, as long as the fun and moon endureth, and even to all 
eternity. 


Generat Reriecrions on Pal. XLI. 


David herein reprefents the lively forrow he felt, when he was re- 
moved from the tabernacle, by the perigcution of his enemies 5 
and the hearty wilhes he had exprefied to return thither, to the end 
that he might ferve God in it: this example thould ftir us up to 
the like zeal and affection for the worship ef God, and the aflem- 
blics of the faithful. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES~en PSAL. XLIL 


Inthe Hebrew, the pfalms are divided into five books; and here 
begins the fecond: all in the foregoing book, except four, have the 
name of David prefixed to them as their author: and thence the 
colle&tor thonght proper to place them all together. The firft part 
of this fecond book confifts of pfalms, directed to the fons of Korah, 
to be fet or fung by them under the chief mufician of the tabernacle. 

1 4s rhe bart panteth, &c.} The hart does not more eagerly long 
for the brooks of water to quench his thirft, than my foul does for 
the happy enjoyment of God in the public affemblies, from whence I 
am now driven. ay 

2 My foul thirfleth for God, &c.] O how vehemently doth my 
foul long to be again reftored to the liberty of prefenting myfelf be- 
fore thee in thy tabernacle. 

gy Deep calleth unto deep, &.} Iam toffed like one or a tempef- 
7! 3 : 


PSALMS. 


oe 


Jerve God joyfully. 5 He encsnragetb his ful to truft 
in God. 

UDGE me, O God, and plead my caufe againit 

an ungodly nation: O deliver mc trom the déceit- 
tul and unjuft man. 

2 For thou ar/ the God of my firength: why dof 
thou caft me off? why go1 mourning becaufe o the 
oppreffion of the enemy ? 

3 O fend out thy light and thy truth: Iet them 
lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to 
thy tabernacles. 

4. Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God 
my exceeding joy: yea, upon the harp will 1 praife 
thee, O God my God. 

5 Why art thou caft down, O my foul? and why 
art thou difquieted within me? hope in God: for & 
fhall yet praife him, who zs the health of my counte- 
nance, and my God. 

PSAL. XLIV. 

1 Lhe church, i memory of former favours, 9 complainetts 
of ber prefent evils, 17 profeling ber integrity, 24 fhe 
fervently prayeth for fuccour. 

To the chief Mufician for the fons of Korah, Mafchil. 

, 7 i have heard with our cars, O God, our fathers 
have told us, what work thou didft in their 
days, in the times of old. 

2 ffow thou didft drive out the heathen with thy 
hand, and planted{t them; bow thou didft afflict the 
people, and caft tl.sm out. 

3 For they got not the land in poffeffion by their 
own f{word, neither did their own arm fave them: but 
thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy 
countenance, becaufe thou hadfta favour unto them. 

4 Thouart my King, O God: command deliverances 
for Jacob. 

§ Lhrough thee will we pufh down our enemies : 
through thy name will we tread them under thar rife 
up againft us. 

6 lor J will not tru’a in my bow, neither fhall my 
{word fave me. 

7 Bue thou haft faved us frem our enemics, and 
ha{t put them to fhame that hated us. 

8 In God we boaft all the day Jong, and praife thy 
name forever. Sclah. 

g But thou haft caft off, and put us to fhame; and 
goeit not forth with our armics. 

10 Thou makeft us to turn back from the enemy: 
and they which hate us fpoil for themfelves. ; 

11 Thou haft given us like fheep appointed for meat; 
and haft feattered us among*the heathen. 
, 12 Thou 





tuous fea, where the waves rage and fivell to fuch an height, that every 
billow threatens to overwhelm and bury me in the deep. 


Generate ReEFvirecrions on Pfal. XLII. 


We may obferve, that David had been in extreme diftrefs, Imving, as 
it were, funk under the fcourges of God; in which condition his 
foul was almoft deflitute of comfort; but neverthelefs his faith 
raifed and fupported him. ‘This example ought to flrengthen the 
righteous in their afflictions, and cauie them to hope in God in 
their greatelt bitternefs. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL. XLHL 


=~ 3 O fend out thy light and thy truth, &c.] O fend forth the happy 
effects of thy favaur and faithfulnefs, and, according to thy promiles 
to thofe who depend on thee, let thy almighty powcr, in much mercy, 
lead and conduct me to victory over all mine enemies both fpiritual 
and temporal, 


GeneRAL ReFrecTrons on Pla. XLII. 


We may learn from hence, that the life of a Chriftian is of an active 
nature; and although believers may be often dejected, yet they 
ought to truft in the Lord, and be glad in the God of their falvation, 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XLIV. 


It is moft likely this pfalm was written in the rcign of Hezekiah, 
when the king of Affyria invaded the country, took all the fenced 
cities, and came before ferufalem with a very large army; in this 
ftrait, either Hezekiah, or fome other divine perion, penned this pfalm. 

4 Command deliverances for Facob.} Effect it by thy almighty 
word, which gives being to, and is a law for all things. 

11 Thou baft given us like feecp, &c.] Some of us they killin 
the purfuit, others they carry away captive. 

: : 32 Tho 


The church complaineth to God. 
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TO OC CL TET I . P = — ttt 
The majefty and grace of Chrift's kingdom. PSALMS, The church conjideth in Goa’s protettions. 


12 Thou felleft thy people for nought, and doft not 
increafe thy wealth by thcir price. 

12. Thou makeft us a reproach to our neighbours, a 
{corn and a derifion to them that are round about us. 

14 Thou makeft us a by word among the heathen, a 
fhaking of the head among the people. 

15 My confufion 7s continually before me, and the 
fhame of my face hath covered me, 

16 For the voice of him that reproacheth and blaf- 
phemeth ; by reafon of the enemy and avenger. 

17 All this is come upon us; yet have we not forgot- 
ten thee, neither have we dealt falfely in thy covenant. 

18 Our heart is not turned back, neither have our 
fteps declined from, thy way 5 . 

19 Though thow haft fore broken us in the place of 
dragons, and covered us with the fhadow of death. . 

20 If we have forgotten the name of our God, or 
firctched out our hands to a ftrange god ; 

21 Shall not God fearch this out? for he knoweth 
the fecrets of the heart. : 

22 Yea, for thy fake are we killed all the day long ; 
we are counted as fheep for the flaughter. . 

23 Awake, why fleepeft thou, O Lorn? arife, caft 
us not off for ever. 

24 Wherefore hideft thou thy face, and forgettci 
our affi@ion and our oppreffion ? 

es For our foul is bowed down to the duft: our 
belly cleaveth unto the earth. : 

26 Arife for our help, and redeem us for thy mer- 


cies’ fake. 
PSAL: XLV. : 
x The majefty and grace of Chrift’s kingdom. 10 The duty 
of the church, and the benefits thereof. 
To the chief Mufician upon Shofhannim, for the fons 
of Korah, Mafchil, A Song of loves. 

Y heart is enditing a good matter: I fpeak of 
M the things which I have made touching the king: 
my tongue is the pen of a ready writer. 

2 Thou art fairer than the children of men: gracc 
is poured into thy lips: therefore Cod hath blefled thee 


for ever. : : 
3 Gird thy fword upon ¢dy thigh, O mof mighty, 
with thy glory and thy majelty. 
4 And in thy majefty ride profperoufly becaufe of 
truth and mecknefs and righteoufnefs ; and thy right 
hand fhall teach thee terrible things. 


re ER 
12 Thaw felleft thy people for nought] We are fold as vile flaves who 

are nothing worth. . > 
dnd deff nat increafe thy wealth by their price.) Our enemies have 

not fo much as yielded thee any acknowledgment, nor paid thee any 

homage to compenfate the lofs of thy people. . 

17 ll rhis is come upon ess yet, &c.] ‘Although this Ivad of ca- 
lamities is heaped upon us, as we have deferved, yet this comfort is 
Hill remaining, that we are not fo wicked as to be moved by all this 
to defert thee, and to violate that covenant by which we are engaged 
to worfbip thee alone. 

19 The place of dragons, S&c.}] Thofe noxious and difagreeable 
animals that generally hide themfelves in dark and inacceffible coverts. 

20 Uf we have forgotten the name of our God, &.] “If we have 
fallen into idolatry. 

Generat RerLrecrions on Pfal. XLIV. 

As the Ifraclites acknowledged that it was by the fole power and fa- 
vour of God that their fathers had been eftablifhed in the land of 
Canaan; fo it is the fame favour that conftitutes the happinefs and 
fecurity of nations, and particularly of the church, and the fincere 
meinbers of it. 

COMMENTARY axon NOTES on PSAL. XLV, 


Shofaannim| Shofhannifh; by this are underftood, Inftruments of . 


ten itring:. . 
A Song of lowes.| Shir Jedidoth plainly alludes to the name Je- 


didiah, given to Solomon by Nathan the prophet, 2 Sem. xii. oa F 


But the principal parts of this pfalm relate to Chrift, it being fu 
ciently evident that the prophet, while he was writing fome part of 
this pfalm, was carried quite beyond king Solomon, to the great 
King, the Lord our righteoufnefs z fo that we may fay here, as our 
Saviour doth in another place, ‘* Behold, a greater than Solomon is 
here;” and this is even acknowlédged by the beft Jewith interpreters 
themfelves. ‘ ‘ : 

5 Thine arrows are foarp, &c.) "Thy word, like fharp arrows, fhall 
pierce into the hearts of all thofe who oppofe thy royal authority. 

6 Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever, &c.] O God, the 
great King of kings, and Lord of lords, how weak and tottering 
are the thrones of all other princes, in comparifon with thine, which 


1 





§ Thine arrows are fharp in the heart of the king’s 


enemies ; whereby the people fall iinder thee. 


6 Thy throne, O God, 7s for ever and ever: the 
fceptre of thy kingdom és a right fecptre. 
7 Thou loveft righteoufnefs, and hate wickednefs : 


- therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the 


oil of gladnefs above thy fellows. 

8 All thy garments fwel/ of myrrh, and aloes, aud 
cafita, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have 
made thee glad. 

9 King’s daughters were among thy honourable wo- 





eee 


sears vont 


men; upon thy right hand did itand the queen in gold-. 


of Ophir. 

10 Hearken, O daughter, and confider, and incline 
thineear; forget alfo thinc own people, and thy father’s 
houfe ; i 

11 So fhall the king greatly defire thy beanty: for 
he zs thy Lord; and worfhip thou him. f 

12 And thedaughterof Tyre ball detherewith agile s 
ever the rich among the people fhaliintreat thy favour. 
_.13 The king’s daughter 7s all glorious within: her 
clothing zs of wrought gold. 

14 She fhall be brought unto the king in raiment of 
needle work: the virgins her companions that follow 
her fhall be brought unto thee. : 

15 With gladncfs and rejoicing fhall they be brought : 
they fhall enter into the king’s palace. 

16 Inftead of thy fathers fhall be thy children, whom 
thou mayeft make princes in all the earth. 

17 I will make thy name to be remembered in all 
generations: therefore fhall the pcople praife thee for 


ever and ever. 
PSAL. XLVI. 
1 The confidence which the church bath in God. 
exhortation to behold his works. 
To the chief Mufician for the fons of Korah, 
A Song upon Alamoth. 
OD is our refuge and ftrength, a very prefent 
help in trouble. 

2 Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into 
the midft of the fea; a 

3 Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
eee the mountains fhake with the {welling thercof, 
Selah. ; 

-4 There is a river, the ftreams whereof fhall make 

glad 


8 An 


a NEE SAECO ; 
fhall never be fubverted! Thou fhalt reign for ever and ever, and of 


thy kingdom there fhall be no end. 

7 Above thy fillows.] This, prophetically, means all trae Chrif- 
tians, fanétified by the fame Spirit, and endowed with the fame graces, 
and who are alfo made unto our God kings and priefts. 

g The queen, &c.) Pharaoh’s daughter, but prophetically the 
church, which is the fpoufe of Chritt. : 

10 Forget alfa thine carn people, &c.] The meaning of this, when 
applied to the church, is, Renounce the world, which is as it were 
thy father’s houfe from whence thon waft taken, and cleave altogether 
to thy hufband, which is Chrift, according to the laws of matrimony. 

1z And the daughter of Tyre, &e.] Vhis is a prophecy of the 
fubjection which the nations of the earth fhould pay to the kingdom 
of Chrift, through the preaching of the gofpul. ‘ 

13 The king’s daughter is ail glorious within, &ce.] The daughter of 
Pharaoh is no lefs adorned with all excellent quality of mind, than het 
body is arrayed with rich attire. 

15 With gladnefs and rejoicing, &c.) A lively figure of the 
church, which men fhall enter with joy and exultation, faying, 
«+ Hallelujah, let us rejoice and be glad, for the Lord God omnipo- 
tent reigneth.” : 


GeNeRAL ReFiectrons on Pfal. XLV. 


This pfalm properly relates to Jefus Chrift, the hufband and king 
of the church; herein exprefs mention is made of his divinity, 
unction, and power, with the glory and duration of his kingdom ; 
and that we may fhare in the bleffing of it, we fhould meckly fub- 
mit to him as our king and our God. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, XLVIL 


This pfalm was intended to infpire the people with a firm con- 
fidence in God, whenever they fhould for the future be furrounded 
with dangers, and induce them to return thanks to that omnipotent 
arm that had faved them in the day of their diftrefs. 

2 Therefore will we aot fear, &c.| Since God is our powerful 
proteétor, in whom we may fafely confide, we will never hereafter be 
difmayed, but ftedfattly hope in God in the midft of the greateft tu- 
mults, and the moft dangerous commotions. 

10 Be 


The ornaments and privileges of the church. PSALMS. 


glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles 
of the moft high. 

5 God is in the midft of her ; fhe fhall not be moved : 
God fhall help her, and that right early. 

6 The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved : he 
uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

7 The Loro of hofts ‘s with us; the God of Jacob 
zs our refuge. Selah. 

8 Come, behold the works of the Lorn, what defo- 
lations he hath made in the earth. 

9 He maketh wars to ceafe unto the end of the earth; 
he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the fpear in funder; 
he burneth the chariot in the fire. 

10 Be ftill, and know that I am God; I will be ex- 
alted in the earth. 

11 The Lorp of hofts is with us; the God of Jacob 


#s our refuge. Selah. 
PSAL. XLVII. 
The nations are exhorted chearfully to entertain the kingdom 
: of Chrift. 


To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm for the fons of Korah. 
O Clap your hands, all ye people ; fhout unto God 
with the voice of triumph. 

2 For the Lorp moft high is terrible ; he 7s a great 
King over all the earth. 

3 He fhall fubdue the people under us, and the na- 
tions under our feet. 

Heefhall choofe our inheritance for us, the excel- 
lency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah. . 

5 God is gone up with a fhout, the Lorp with the 
found of the trumpet. 

6 Sing praifes to God, fing praifes: fing praifes unto 
our King, fing praifes. 

7 For God is the King of all the earth: fing ye 
praifes with underftanding. , 

8 God reigneth over the heathen: God fitteth upon 
the throne of his holinefs. 

9 The princes of the people are gathered together, 
even the-people of the God of Abraham ; for the thields 
of the earth de/ong unto God: he is greatly exalted. 

PSAL. XLVIII. 
The ornaments and privileges of the church. 
f”NREAT is the Lorp, and greatly to be praifed in 
the city of our God, in the mountain of his ho- 
lineis. 

2 Beautiful for fituation, the joy of the whole earth, 
is mount Zion, on the fides of the north, the city of 
‘the great King. 

3 God is known in her palaces for a refuge. 

4 For, lo, the kings were aflembled, they pafled by 
together. 

5 They faw it, and fo they marvelled ; they were 
troubled, and hafted away. 


en LS 

10 Be fill and know that I am God, &c.] Lay down your arms, 
and no longer moleft my people, know that I am the fupreme go- 
vernor of all the world, who have defeated all your defigns, and 
overthrown all pour forces. 


Genrenat Rerreetions on Pial. XLVI. 


We are to learn from hence, that God is the proteétor of his church ; 
and that even when kings and nations, who are reprefented in 
this pfalm as floods and torrents, are confederated againft them, 
God renders all their efforts ufelefs, and powerfully delivers it out 
of their hands. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XLVII. 


4 He feall choye, &c.} He hath chofen, 

8 God reigneth cover the heathex, &c.] He hath made the heathen, 
avho dwelt in Sion, to feel his power, and fubmit themfelves unto him. 

Q The princes of the people, &c.] The heads of the tribes, with 
all” the people, are affembled together at their folemn feafts, without 
any fear ot invafion from their forei; neighbours; for God (when 
to attend his fervices they have left their houfes unguarded) hath un- 
dertaken their protection; and he z infinitely {aperior to all other 
gods which may pretend to be the defenders of the earth. 


Genexar Rerrections on Pfal. XLVI, 


‘This pfalm is to be applied to the afcenfion and kingdom of Jefus 
Chrift our Lord; and that the calling of the Gentiles is foretold 
therein: it engages us to praife God, and to celebrate his good. 
nefs with holy tranfports; but above all, becaufe he hath chofeq 
as to be his people and his inlteritance, 

2 


6 Fear took hold upon them there, avd pain, as of a 
woman in travail. 

oe breakeft the thips of Tarfhifh. with an eaft 
wind. a : 
- 8 As we have heard, fo have we feen in the city of 
the Lorn of hofts, in the city of our God: God will 
eftablifh it for ever. Selah. 

9 We have thought of thy lovingkindnefs, O God, 


‘in the midft of thy temple. 


ro According tothy name, O God, fo #s thy praife 
unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of 
righteoufnefs. 

11 Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Ju- 
dah be glad, becaufe of thy judgments. 

12 Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell 
the towers thereof, 

13 Mark ye well her bulwarks, confider her palaces; 
that ye may tell ## to the generation following. 

14 For this God 7s our God for ever and ever: he 
will be our guide even unto death. 

PSAL. XLIX. 
1 An earneft perftafion to build the faith of the refur- 
reCtion, not on worldly power, but on God. 16 Worldly 
- profperity is not to be admired. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm for the fons of Korah. 
EAR this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabi- 
tants of the world: 

2 Both low and high, rich and poor, together. 

3 My mouth fhall {peak of wifdom ; and the medi- 
tation of my heart /hail be of underftanding. 

4 I will incline mine ear to a parable: J will open 
my dark faying upon the harp. 

5 Wherefore fhould I fear in the days of evil, whes 
the iniquity of my heels fhall compafs me about? 

6 They that truft in their wealth, and boaft them- 
{elves in the multitude of their riches ; 

7 None of them can by any means redeem his bro- 
ther, nor give to God a ranfom for him : 

8 (For the redemption of their foul zs precious, and 
it ceafeth for ever ;) 

9 That he fhould ftill live for ever, and not fee cor- 
ruption. 

10 For he feeth ¢Lat wife men die, likewife the fool 
and the brutifh perfon perifh, and leave their wealth to 
others. 

ax Their inward thought 2s, t4af their houfes hail 
continue for ever, and their dwelling-places to all gene- 
rations: they call ther lands after their own names. 

12 Neverthelefs, man deimg in honour abideth not : 
he is like the beafts tat perith. 

13 This their way 7s their folly : yet their pofterity 
approve their faying. Selah. 

14 Like 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XLVIII. 


2 On the fides of she north, the city of the great king.j ‘The liturgy 
feems to exprefs it trueft, On the north fide lieth the city of the great 
king, & e. Jerufalem. : 

12 Welk about Zion, &c.] Make a folemn proceffion, and go 
round about the city, blefling and praifing God with thankful hearts, 
who hath, preferved you from your enemies that fo lately befet you ; 
reckon the towers, and fee if there be fo much as one of them 
wanting, and obferve if there be the leaft hurt done to any of 

em. 


GeneraLt Rerrectrions on Pfal, XLVI. 


We sre very exprefsly affured in this pfalm, that the church is the 
deareft thing to God upon earth; that he dwells in the midit of 
it; that he encompaffes it with his protection; and that he will 
always fupport and defend it againit its combined enemies, and, 
turn all their confpiracies and devices to their own confufion. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. XLIX. 


4 2 awill incline mine eat to a parable, &c.] It is not vulgar in- 
ftra@tion, but moft excellent advice which I have to give you, morc to 
be defired than the {kill of reftoring the darkelt enigqas. 

6, 7 They that truff in their wealth, &c.] Though they place 
fach confidence in their wealth, that they think none ig able to refift 
them, yet their weaknefs is fufficiently apparent, not one amongtt 
them can fave his deareft friend from the grave when the Admighty 
demands his fou), 


1 4 Like 


Of faith in the refurreétion, 





The majefty of God in the church. 


14, Like fheep they are laid in the grave; death fhall 
feed on them; and the upright fhall have dominion 
over them in the morning; and their beauty fhall con~ 
fume in the grave from their dwelling. , 

1s But God will redeem my foul from the power 
of the grave: forhe fhall recetve me. Selah. 

16 Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when 
the glory of his houfe is increafed ; i 

17 For when he dieth he fhall carry nothing away : 
his glory fhall not defcend after him. 

18 Though while he lived he bleffed his foul: and mex 
will praife thee, when thou doeft well to thyfelf. 

19 He fhall go to the generation of his fathers; they 
fhall never fce light. ; 

20 Man ¢hat is in honour, and underftandeth nor, is 
like the beafts thas perith. 

PSAL L. 
1 The majefty of God in the church. 5 His order to gather 
the faints. 
; A Pfalm of Afaph. 
HE mighty God, even the Lorp, hath fpoken, 
and called the earth from the rifing of the fun 
unto the going down thereof. 

2 Our of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath 
fhined. 

3 Our God fhall come, and fhall not keep filence : 
a fire thall devour before him, and it fhall be very tem- 
peftuous round about him. 

4. He fhall call to the heavens from above, and to 
the earth, that he may judge his people. 

s Gather my faints together unto me; thofe that 
have made a covenant with me by facrifice. 

6 And the heavens fhall declare his righteoufnefs : 
for God 7s judge himfelf. Selah. 

7 Hear, O my people, and I will fpeak; O Ifracl, 
and J will teftify againft thee: I am God, eves thy God. 


8 I will not reprove thee for thy facrifices or thy 


burnt offerings, fo have been continually before me. 
I will take no bullock out of thy houfe, zor he 

goats out of thy folds. 

1o For everv beaft of the foreft 7s mine, and the cat- 
tle Upon a thoufand hills. : 

rz I know all the fowls of the mountains : and the 
wild beafts of the field ave mine. 

12 If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the 
world 7s mine, and the fulnefs thereof. 

13 Will I éat the fleth of bulls, or drink the blood 
of goats? 

14 Offer unto God thankfgiving; and pay thy 
vows unto the moft high: 





14. Like focep they are laid in the grave, &c.] They go in droves 
to their graves, whither death drives them at the clofe of their days, 
as a fhepherd does his flock, in the evening, to the fold; and then the 


juft, whom they before infulted, fhall triumph over them at the morn- 


ing of the refurreétion. 

GeneERAL Rerugerrons on Pfal. XLIX. 

The holy fpirie teaches us here, that fuch as truft in their goods or 
riches, cr are puffed up with their honours and credit, are madmen: 
that God will overturn all their defigns, death will rob them of all 
their glory ; the grave will overwhelm them; and that their riches 
cannot redecm their fouls, nor fecure them from death; but that 
God will redeem from death thofe that truft in him, and will take 
them to_him/elf. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL. L. 

This pfalm was not written by Afaph the Levite, contemporary 
with David, but by another prophet of that name in after-times, who 
lived in the reign of fume pious prince, perhaps Jehofhaphat or He- 
zekiah, when the people and judges were filled with hypocrify and 
formality in religion. - 7 : 

1 The mighty Gad, even the Lord, Sc.] The omnipotent Majelty, 
‘the fupreme judge of heaven and earth, to whom the greateft ae 
and potentates are but fubjects ; the eternal Lord who changes not hath 

iven out his orders, that all the people of the Jand, from eaft to weft, 
e fummoned to appear before him. 

4. He foal! call to the heavens from akave, and to the earth; &c.J] He 
fhall call heaven and carth to be witneffes of the equity of his pro- 
ceedings. : 

5 My Saints, &c. 
tied by my coven:nt, 

7 Hex, O my people, &c.] Were the pfalmif introduces God as 
the {peaker. 

No. gt 


‘That is, all the members of my church, fanc- 


PSALMS. 





15 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will 
deliver thee, and thou fhalt glorify me. 

16 But unto the wicked God faith, What haft thon. 
to do to declare my ftatutes, or haé thou fhouldett take 
my covenant in thy mouth? 

17 Seeing thou hateft inftruction, and cafteft my 
words bchind thee. ; 

.18 When thou faweft a thief, then thou confented{t 
with him, and haft been partaker with adulterers. 

19° Thou giveft thy mouth to evil, and thy tongue 
frameth deceit.- 

20 Thou fitteft and fpeakeft againft thy brother; 
thou flandereft thine own mother’s fon. 

21 Thefe shings haft thou done, and I kept filence; 
thou thoughteft that I was altogether /rch an one as thy= 
felf: dxt I will reprove thee, and {et them in order before 
thine eyes. 

22 Now confider this, ye that forget God, left I rear 
you in pieces, and there de none to deliver. 

23 Whofo offereth praife glorifieth nie: and to him 
that ordereth bis converfation aright will I thew the 
falvation of God. 


PSAL. LI. 


1 David prayeth for remiffion of fins, whereof be maketh a 


; deep confelfion. 6 He prayeth for fanBification. 

To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David, when Na- 
thah the prophet came unto him, after he had gone 
in‘to Bathfheba. 


I I AVE mercy upon me, O God, according to thy 

lovingkindnefs : according unto the multitude cf 
thy tender mercies blot out my tranfgreffions. 

2 Wath me throughly from mine iniquity,and cleanfe 
me from my fin. 

3 For L acknowledge my tranfgreffions : and my fin 
is ever before me. foe 
_. 4 Againft thee, thee only, have I finned, and done 
this evil in thy fight: that thou mighteft be juftified 
when thou fpeakeft, aud be clear when thou judgeft. 

5 Behold, I was fhapen in iniquity; and in fin did 
my mother conccive me. 

.6 Behold, thou defireft truth in the inward patts : 
and in the hidden part thou fhalt make me to know 
wifdem. 5 

7 Purge me with hyffop, and I fhall be clean: wath 
me, and I fhall be whiter than fnow. 

8 Make me to hear joy and gladnefs ; sha the bones 
which thou haft broken may rejoice. 
. 9 Hide thy face from iny fins, and blot out all mine 
iniquities, : 

10 Create 
erecta ree ttn nanan nner een ant 

7 4 will not reprove thee, &c.] I have no complaint to make con- 
cerning facrifices ; thy burnt offerings, I acknowledge, never fail to 
be brought both morning and evening to my altar. , 

21 Thee things haft thox done, &c.] All this wickcednefs haft thou 
committed, und I have forborne to punith thee, but inftead of amend« 
ing thy life, to which my patience fhould have invited thee, thou haft 
prefamed fo much upon nty lenity, as to add another fin to all the reft, 
and imagined that I am ignorant of what is done in fecret, or am ale 
together as well pleafed with thefe things as thy(elf. 


GenweraL RerurectTrons on Pfal. L. 


‘This pfalm teaches us, that the fervice of God does not confit merely 
in outward duties, which indeed ought not to be neglected, beine 
eftablifhed by God ; but that the true worlhip which he re juires is, 
to ferve him in fpirit and in truth, to perform our vows to him, ta 
call upon him, and to do his will from the heart. 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on PSAL. Lf. 


1 Have mercy upon me, O God, Sc.] O thou great judge of all the 
earth, whom I have fo highly offended, I cait myfelf down before thee, 
and humbly fupplicate thy mercy. 

4. Againft thee, thee only, have I finned, &c.] O how it affli€s me 
that I prefumed, becaufe I had none to controul me here on earth, to 
offend thy Majefty, thy all-fecing Majefty, at whofe tribunal the 
higheft hhall be judged. 

5 J was fhapen in iniquity, &c.] I acknowledge the corruption of 
my nature through original fin. 

G The inward parts, &c.}] i.e. In the mind or confcience. 

7 Purge me with byfop, and I fhail be clean, &c.] The {prinklers, 
with which they fprinkled the unclean and leprous, were made of hy 
fop, fee Lev. xiv. 6. which occafioned this expreffion. ; * 


6F 11 Caff 


David prayeth for remiffion of fins. 
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_ David reproveth his enemies’ malice. 





10 €reate in mea clean heart, O God; and renew 
a right fpirit within me. 

tz Caft me not away from thy prefence: and take 
not thy holy {pirit from me. 2 

12 Reftore unto me the joy of thy falvation ; and 
uphold me with thy free {pirit. 

13 Then will I teach tranfgreffors thy ways; and fin~ 
ners fhall be converted unto thee. 

14 Deliver me from bloodguiltinefs, O God, thou 
God of my falvation : and my tongue fhall fing aloud of 
thy righteoufnefs. 

15 O Lorp, open thou my lips; and my mouth 
fhall fhew forth thy praife. ! 

16 For thou defireft not facrifice ; elfe would I give 
z': thou delighteft not in burnt offering. 

17 The facrifices of God are a broken fpirit : a bro- 
ken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not defpife. 

18 Do good in thy good pleafure unto. Zion : build 
thou the walls of Jerufalem. 

19 Then fhalt thou be pleafed with the facrifices of 
righteoufnefs, with burnt offering and whole burnt of- 
fering: then fhall they offer bullocks upon thine altar. 

PSAL. LIL. 

i David condemning the Jpitefulnefs of Doeg, prophefieth 

his deftruffion. 6 The righteous feall rejotce at it. 

To the chief Mufician, Mafchil, 4 P/alm of David, 
when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and 
faid unto him, David is come to the houfe of Ahi- 
melech. 

Wee boafteft thou thyfelf in mifchief, O mighty 

man? the goodnefs of God exdure/h continually. 

2 Thy tongue devifeth mifchiefs ; like a fharp ra- 
for, working deceitfully. 

3 Thou loveft evil more than good; and lying ra- 
ther than to {peak righteoulnefs. Selah. 

4. Thou loveft all devouring words, O thon deceitful 
tongue. 

5 God fhall likewife deftroy thee for ever, he fhall 
take thee away, and pluck thee out of Ay dwelling 
place, and root thea out of the land of the living. Selah. 

6 The righteous alfo fhall fee, and fear, and fhall 
Jaugh at him: 

7 Lo, this is the man /bai made not God his ftrength; 
but trufted in the abundance of his riches, aud ftrength- 
-ened himfelf in his wickednefs. 

8 Bur I aw like a green olive tree in the houfe of 
God.: I cruft in the mercy of God for ever‘and ever. 

9 Iwill praife thee for ever, becaufe thou haft done 





11 Caft me not away from thy prefence, &c.] Deliver me not over 
to a reprobate mind. . 

14 Deliver sme from bloodguiltineft, S:c.] Though I have added the 
fin of murder to that of adultery, yet Jet it not, I befeech thee, hinder 
‘the grace which J implore. é 

18 Do good in thy good pleafure unto Zion, &c.] The fame morcy I 
implore for myfelf, L-implore alfo for all thy people. 


Gengrapr Rervrectrions on Pfal. LI. 

From this pfalm we have the duty of finners, particularly of thofe 
who fall into great fins ; which is humbly to acknowledge and con- ¢ 
fefs them, ane even publicly before men, when neceffary ; to im- 
plore the mercy of God with true contrition ; to beg of him a fincere 
converfion, by the affiftance of his Spirit; and when we have re- 
ceived this b'efling from him, to make ufe of it for our advancement 
in piety, and the edification of our neighbour. - 


_ COMMENTARY and NOTES on PSAL. LIU. 

For an explanation of this pfalm the reader is referred to 1 Sam. 
xxii. 9, &c. / 

1 Why boaficft thou thyfelf, Sc.) Very far was it from a noble ex- 
ploit to flay the innocent and unarmed priefts, and the helplefs women, 
children, and fucklings. But know, vain man, that the goodnefs of 
God, whereby I have hitherto been preferved, will ftill defend me, for 
hjs favour lafts for ever. 

4 Devouring words, &¢.] i.e. Words promoting deftrudtion. 

6,7 Shall langh at him, Lo this, &c.] Shall laugh at him, faying, 
«« Lo, this is the man, &c.” 

L will svait on thy name; for it it good before thy faints, &e.) 1: 
will patiently expeét the accomplifhment of thy promifes to me: for all 
thy pious fervants have ever found this to be the beit and wifeft courfe, 
to depend on thine omnipotent arm, thine unchangeable goodnefs, and 
faithful promifes. 

GeneraAv Reruectrrons on Pfal. LIL. 
Wie may gather from this pfalm, that the wicked, and particularly 


PSALMS. 


#: and J will wait on thy name; for iz is good before 


thy faints. 

PSAL. LIII. 

1 David deferibeth the corruption of mankind. 6 He wifbeth 

to fee the falvation of God. 

To the chief Mufician upon Mahalath, Mafchil, 

A Pfalm of David. 
HE fool hath faid in his heart, There 75 no God. 
Corrupt are they, and have done abominable ini- 
quity: there zs none that doeth good. 

2 God looked: down from heaven upon the children 
of men, to fee if there were any that did underftand, 
that did feek God. 

3 Every one of them is gone back: they are altoge- 
ther become filthy; bere #s none that doeth good, no, 
not one. : 

4 Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge? whe 
eat up my people as they eat bread: they have nor 
called upon God. ; 

There were they in great fear, where no fear was : 
for God hath fcattered the bones of him that encamp- 
eth again thee: thou haft put them to fhame, becaufe 

God hath defpifed them. 

6 Oh that the falvation of Ifrael were come out of 
Zion! When God bringcth back the captivity of his 
people, Jacob fhall rejoice, and Ifracl fhall be glad. 

PSAL. LIV. 
1 David complaining of the Zipbims, prayeth for falvation. 
4 In confidence in God’s belp be promifeth facrifice. 

To the chief Mufician on Neginoth, Mafchil, 4 Pfalaz 
of David, when the Ziphims came and faid to Saul, 
Doth not David hide himfelf with us? 

S2* me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by 

thy flrength. , 

2 Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words 
of my mouth. 

3 For ftrangers are rifen up againit me, and oppref 
fors feek after my foul: they have not fet God before 
them. Selah. 

4. Behold, God zs mine helper: the Lorn is with 
them that uphold my foul. : 

5 He fhall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut thera 
off in thy truth. 

6 1 will freely facrifice unto thee: I will praife thy - 
name, O Lorp; for #t 7s good. 

7 For he hath delivered me out of al] trouble: and 


mine eye hath feen bis defire upon mine enemies. 
PSAL. 





cruel men and flanderers, reccive from God the punifhment they 
deferve ; and that in general, they who truit either in their riches 
or in their cunning, become examples of the juft judgment of God, 
whilft he beftows his favour on thofe that put their truft in him, 
and walk in his truth. E 


COMMENTARY anv .NOTES ow PSAL. LIIL. 
This pfalm is almofta repetition of the 14th, except in the sth 
verfe, and the omiffion of the 6th; which makes it probable thac 
there was fome new occafion for ufing this pfalm again, though an ac- 
cafion very like the former. The reader is referred to the 14th. 
Mabhalath, &c.) Mahalath is fuppofed to be a wind inftrument, of 
the fame fort as Nehiloth. See P/alm.v. 


GenwerRat REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LIII. 


We may with too much reafon take: up the complaints of David at 
this day, refpefting the impiety of the people in our age, wherein 
there are fo few that ferve God fincerely, and fo many who live as 
if they believed there was no God; however, in the worft of times, 
there are always fome faithful and righteous men who fear God, 
and whom he will likewife own, profper and proteé from the power 
and malice of their enemigs, ' 
COMMENTARY “‘axp NOTES on PSAL. LIV. 
The three firft verfes of this pfalm are a petition of David for deli-. 

verance from his enemies, then in full purfuit of him: the fourth be- 
gins upon feeing his enemies ftop fhort, in full affurance that God 
had heard his prayer; the fubftance of the laft verfe is, that God had, 
delivered him out of his diftrefs ; and that he would now calmly farvey 
thofe enemies whom before he did not dare to look in the face. 


Gener at REFLECTIONS On Pfal. LIV. 

In this pfalm, David implores the afffftance of God, fhews a firm re- 
liance on him, and promifes to praife him for ever; therefore prayer 
fhould always be our refort in time of danger. 

COMMENTARY 


The general corruption of mankind. 





PSAL LV: te, 

1 David in bis prayer complaineth of bis fearful cafe. 9 He 
prayeth againft his enemies, of whofe wickednefs and 
treachery be complaineth, 16 He comforteth himfelf in 
God’s prefervation of bim, and confufion of his enemies. 

To the chief Mufician on Neginoth, Mafchil, 
A Pfalm of David. . 
IVE ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not 


thyfelf from my fupplication. : 
2 Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn in my 


complaint, and make a noife; 

3 Becaute of the voice of the enemy, becaufe of the 
oppreffion of the wicked: for they caft iniquity upon 
me, and in wrath they hate me. 

4 My heart is fore pained within me: and the terrors 
of death are fallen upon me. 

5 Fearfulnefs and trembling are come upon me, and 
horror hath overwhelmed me. 

6 And I faid, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for 
then would I fly away, and be at reft. tn 

7 Lo, then would I wander far off, and remain in 


the wildernefs. Selah. : 
8 I would haften my efcape from the windy ftorm 


aud tempcft. . 
g Detftroy, O Lorn, and divide their tongues: for 
I have feen violence and ftrife in the city. 
10 Day and night they go about it upon the walls 
thercof: mifchief alfo and forrow are in the midft of it. 
11 Wickednefs /s in the mid{t thereof: deceit and 
guile depart not from her ftreets. 
12 For ## was not an enemy ‘hat reproached me; 
then I could have borne it: neither was i he that hated 
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me hat did magnify bim/elf againft me; then I would 


have hid my felt from him: 

13 But: was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, 
and mine acquaintance. ; 

14. Wetook {weet counfel together, and walked unto 
the houfe of God in company. 

1g Let death feize upon therm, and let them go down 
quick into hell: for wickedneis is in their dwellings, 
and among therm. 

16 As for me, I will call upon God; and the Lorp 
Shall fave me. 

17 Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, 
and cry aloud: and he fhall hear my voice. 

18 He hath delivered my foul in peace from the 
battle /ba/ was againft me: for there were many with me. 

19 God fhall hear, and afflict them, even he that 
abideth of old. Selah. Becaufe they have no changes, 
therefore they fear not God. 

20 He hath put forth his hands againft fuch as be 
at peace with him: he hath broken his covenant. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LV. 
‘This pfalm was written by David on a fimilar occafion with the 


former; perhaps when Abfalom’s rebellion was firft known, and the - 


royal prophet was forced to fly fuddenly from Jerufalem. 

6,7 Ob that Lhad wings like a dove! &c.] Then would I retire 
to fome diftant and foreign. country, for fafety and repofe: I would 
hide me in fome fecret place, remote from all fociety, and efcape chis 
fierce perfecution. / 

Divide their tongues, &c.] Divide their counfels, and raife dif- 
fentions among them. 

15 Iuto hell, &c.] i.e. To the 

18 For there were many with me. 
engaged on my fide. 


rave. . 4 
For ever the angelic powers 


‘ 19 Becaufe they have uo changes, &c.] Becaufe they Mill continue in | 


‘their profperity, dc. ; 
- Gewernart Reruectrrons on Pl. LV. 


The example of David fhews us, that the faithful will always, more i 


or lefs, be perfecuted by wicked men, and pretended friends.; at 


which times they fhould apply themielves to God with confidence, . 


and be affared that he will {apport them, and reftrain the malice of 
_thofe who purfuc them unjuftly. . 
COMMENTAR-¥ ano NOTES on PSAL. LVI. 


Senath-elem-rechokimn, S:c.] -A filent dove; or a dove of filence in 


the remote wood. “David intituled this pfalm, and -compared himfelf . 


toa dove, probtbly on account, of his frequenting thé folitary forefts, 


. and becaule, in the midit of his fufferings, he never.mentioned them: to-7 
Achith, ner begged lis affitance againit his perlecating enémys but -]} 


David in prayer complaineth of his diftrefs. PSALMS. 
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He complaineth of his eneniiess 





21 The words of his riouth were fmoother than but- 
ter, but war was in his heart: his words were fofter 
than oil, yet were they drawn fwords: 

22 Caft thy burden upon the Lorp, aiid he fhalt 
fuftain thee: he fhall never fuffer the righteous to be 
moved. ; 

23 But thou, O God, fhalt bring them down into 
the pit of deftruction: bloody and deceitful men fhalt ” 
not live out half their days, bur I will rruft in thee. 

PSAL. LVI. 

1 David praying to God in confidence of his word, com- 
plaineth of his enemies. 9 He profeffeth his confidence 
in God's word, and promifeth to praife bim. 

To the chief Mufician upon Jonath-clem-rechokim, 
Michiam of David, when the Philiftines rook him 
in Gath, . 

E merciful unto me, O God: for man would 
{wallow me up; he fighting daily oppreffeth me. 

2 Mince enemies would daily {wallow me up: for they 
be many that fight againft me, O thou moft high. 

3 What time I am afraid, I will truft in thee. 

4 1n God I will praife his word, in God I have put 
my truft: I will not fear what Aefh can do unto me. 

5 Every day they wreft my words: all their thoughts 
@re again{t me for evil. 

6 They gather themfelves together, they hide them- 
felves, they mark my fteps, when they wait for my foul. 

7 Shall they efcape by iniquity ? in thime anger caft 
down the people, O God. 

8 Thou telleft my wanderings: put thou my tears 
into thy-bottle: @re they not in thy book? 

When I cry unto thee, then fhall mine enemies 
turn back: this I Know; for God zs for me. 

10 In God will I praife 4’s word: in the Lorp will 
I praife 47s word. 

11 In God haveI put my truft: I will not beafraid 
what man can do unto me. 

12 Thy vows are upon me, O God; I will render 
praifes unto thee. 

13 For thou haft delivered my foul from death : 
wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may 
walk before God in the light of the living? 

PSAL. LVIIL - 

t David in prayer fleeing unto God, complaineth of his 
dangerous cafe. 7 He encourageth bhimfelf to praife God. 
To the chief Mufician, Al-tafchith, Michtam of David, 

when he fled from Saul in rhe cave. 
E merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto 
me: for my foul trufteth in thee: yea, in the 
fhadow of thy wings willI make my refuge, until the/e 
calamities be overpatft, 
2I 





contented himfelf with bewailing in fecret the fadnefs of his conditions 
and complaining only to God ards cruel proceedings of his inveterate 
foe. This pfalm is alfo intituled Michtam, A jewel, or a pfalm of 
gold, becaufe it is a commemoration of God’s fingular care over David 

"in many great dangers, efpecially at Gath. 

8 Pur thou my tears into thy bottle, &c.] ‘Keep them in remembrance, 
(13 Dhou baft delivered my foul from death: wilt not thou deliver my 

Jeet from falling, &c.] Thou haft fo remarkably refcued me from 
death, when I was in the power of the Philiftines, that I ought not to 
doubt of the continuance of thy prefervation of me from the {nares 
which mine enemies lay to entrap me, or from the open violence they 

: ufe to overthrow me. 

: Genwnerart ReEFuectrions on Pfal. LVI. 

_ We fee from hence, that in whatever extremity the children of God 
are, and when even force and cunning are employed againft them, 
they carinot be moved: their truft in God is fo full, that they do 
‘not fear what man can do unto them; and that even before their 

" , deliverance, they rejoice in the Lord, and pay him their vows and 

* « thankfeivings. . 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LVIL 


Al-tafehith, &¢.] “ Deftroy him not:” this pfalm is thus inti- 
: tuled from that remarkable circumftance of Saul and David bein 


¥ both of them at the fame time in the cave, and when (David having 


So. fair an opportunity of deftroying his enemy) fome of his men 


- offered to difpatch him, the .piety’ and religious refolution of David 
 interpofed, forbidding the perfon, juit ready to ftrike the blow, with 


| Alstafehith.” * 


@ treads 





David reproveth wicked judges. 


-2 I will cry unto God moft high ; unto God that 
performeth ail things for me. 

3 He fhall fend from heaven, and fave me from the 
reproach of him that would {wallow meup. Selah. 
God fhall fend forth his mercy and his truth. 

4. My foul is among lions: and I lie evex among 
them that are fet on fire, even the fons of men, whofe 
teeth are {pears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp 
fword, . . 

5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens; Jet 
thy glory 4e above all the earth. ‘ 

6 They have prepared a net for my fteps; my foul 


~ is bowed down: they have digged a pit before me, into 


a 


the mid{t whereof they are fallen shem/elves. Selah. 

7 My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I 
will fing and give praife. 

8 Awake up, my glory’; awake, pfaltery and harp: 
I my/felf will awake early. 

g I will praife thee, O Lorn, among the people: I 
will fing unto thee among the nations. 

10 For thy mercy #s great unto the heavens, and thy 
truth unto the clouds. 

rz Be thou exalted, O God, above the beavens: /e/ 
thy glory ¢ above all the earth. 

PS AL. LVIIL. 

3 David reproving wicked jitdges, 3 defcribeth the nature of 
the wicked, 6 and devoteth them to God’s judgments, 
10 whereat the righteous feall rejoice. 

To the chief Mufician, Al-tafchith, Michtam of David. 
pD° ye indeed: fpeak rightcoufnefs, O congregation? 
do ye judge uprightly, O ye fons of men? 

2 Yea, in heart ye work wickednefs; ye weigh the 
violence of your hands in the earth. 

3 The wicked are eftranged from the womb: they 
go aftray as foon as they be born, fpeaking lies. 

4. Their poifon zs like the poifon ofa ferpent: ‘hey 
are like the deaf adder shat ftoppeth her ear; 

5 Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, 
charming never fo wifely. 

6 Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break 
out the great teeth of the young lions, O Lorp. 

7 Let them melt away as waters which run conti- 
nually: wen he bendeth bzs bow fo fbool his arrows, let 
them be as cut in pieces. 

8 Asa {nail which melteth, let every one of them pafs 
away: éke the untimely birth of a woman, shat they 
may not fee the fun. 

g Before your pots can feel the thorns, he fhall take 
them away as‘with a whirlwind, both living, and in 
bis wrath. 

10 The righteous fhall rejoice when he feeth the 





8 Awake up, my glory, &c.] 


Both with my voice, and with inftru- 
ments of mufic will 1 praife thee. : 


Generar Rervrectrions on Pfal. LVIT 


Let us, in all troubles, betake ourfelves to God, and hide ourfelves 
under the fhadow of his wings, fully perfuaded that he will never. 
fail nor forfake us; but to have the fame affurance that David had, 
we muft be animated with the fame faith, and the fame holinefs ; 
and, after having experienced the Lord’s affiftance, praife his holy 
name, and evéry-where publith his goodnefs. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL.LVUI. 


This and the next pfalm feem to have been written before the pre- 
ceding ; but all three have the fame title, from that remarkable cir- 
cumftance mentioned in the commentary on the foregoing one. 

1,2 Do ye indeed, &c.] Tet me afk that grave aflembly of princes 
and rulers, do you verily think that you have pronounced a righteous 
fentence againft me? You know, on the contrary, that your heaits 
are fraught with malice and wicked devices to my hurt. oe 

4 Are eftranged, &C.] i.e. They alienate themfelves from God, 
juftice, and virtue. 

5 Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, &c.] The 
magicians were wont to chanm ferpents with mufic, and draw them oat 
of their holes. : 

6 Break their teeth, &c.] Take from them all power and means to 
do hurt. a 

‘g Before your pots can feel the thorns, &c.] 
feel ae heat of blazing thorns, quickly fhall he fiveep away the 
wicked. 


10 The righteous feall rejcice, ec.) ‘The righteous thall triumph 


3 





Before your pots can. 


PSALMS. He prayeth to be faved from his enemies, 


vengeance: he fhall wath his fect in the blood of the 
wicked. PA. 

rz So that a man fhall fay, Verily there 7s a reward 
for the righteous: verily he is a God that judgeth in 
the earth. 


PSAL. LIX. 


1 David prayeth to be delivered from bis enemies. G He 
conzplaimeth of their cruelty. 8 He trufleth in God. 
11% He prayeth againft them. 16 He pratfeth God. 


To the chief Mufician, Al-tafchith, Michtam of David; 

_ when Saul fent, and they watched the houfe to kill 

him. 

[peeves me from mine enemies, O my God: 
defend me fram them that rife up againft me. 

2 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and fave 
me from bloody men. : 

3 For, lo, they lie in wait for my foul: the mighty 
are gathered againft me; not for my tranfgreffion, nor 
Jor my fin, O Lorp. 

4. They runand prepare themfelves without my fault: 
awake to help ine, and behold. 

5 Thou: therefore, O Lorp God of hofts, the God 
of Ifrael, awake to vifit all rhe heathen: be not merci- 
ful to any wicked tranfyreifors. Selah. ~ 

6 They return at evening: they make a noife ikea 
dog, and go round about the city. 

7 Behold, they belch out with their mouth: fwords 
are in their lips: for who, /ay ‘bey, doth hear ? 

8 But thou, O Lorp, fhale laugh at them; thou 
fhalt have all the heathen in derifion. 

9 Becaufe of his {trength will I wait upon thee: for 
God is my defence. 

10 The God of my mercy fhall prevent me: God 
fhall let me fee my defrre upon mine enemias. 

ir Slay them not, Ieft my people forget: fcatter 
them by thy power; and bring them down, O Lorn 
our fhield. 

‘12 For the fin of their mouth aud the words of their 
lips let them even be taken in their pride: and for 
curfing and lying which they fpeak. 

13. Confume them in wrath, confume them that they 
may not be: and let them know that God ruleth in. 
Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah. . 

14 And atevening let them return; aud let them 
make a noife like a dog, and go round about the city. 

.1g Let them wander up and’ down for meat, and 
grudge if they be not fatisfed. 

. 16 But I will fing of thy power; yea, I will fing. 
aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou haft been 
my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

17 Unto 








over thofe wicked men like a great conquerer, who returning with an” 
_abfolute and complete yilory from the flaughter of his enemies, dips 
his fget in their blood, as he paffes over their carcafes. 


GenetraLt REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LVIII. 


This pfalm teaches ail who are in public offices, that if they do nor 
adminifter ftrict juftice, the vengeance of God will overtake them ; 
and that-.all thofe, who harden themfelves in their wicked ways, 
and hearken not to the voice of God, are threatened with his 
-vengeance. > - : 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on PSMAL. LIX. 


5 Awake to wifit all the beathex, &c.] Appear now for my relicf+ 
-and punifh all thofe wicked men who call themfelves thy people, but ~ 
are as barbarous, falfe, and perfidious-as heathens. 

. 6 They make a noife like a dog, and go round about the city.) Some 
ie about my houfe, ready, like a growling.dog, to feize upon me; 
others (fhould they mifs me there) go round about the city, waylaying 
me-in every corner: | : : 

9 Becaufe of bis frrength will I wait upon thee, &c.] In the liturgy 
itis, My ftrength will I afcribe unto thee. 

11 Slay them rot, left my people forget, &c.] Not that I defire they 
fhould be flain, which, though a terrible vengeance, might foon“flip out 
of the: minds | of :my countrymen, whofe proft 1 defire, more than my 
own private révenge. 

14 dnd at evenrng let them return, &e.] Let them therefore watch 


Whitt I (whom they 


4° mé now as narrowly as they please. 


16 But Twill fing of thy power, &c.] 


j thought to have devoured) am praifing thy power, as I intend to do 
ht continually. : . 


GENERAL 


David fleeth to’ God in prayer. 


17 Unto thee, O my ftrength, will I fing: for God 

is my defence, and the God of my mercy. 
PSAL. LX. 

1 David complaining to God of former judgment, 4 now 
upon better hope, prayeth for deliverance. 6 Comforting 
bimfelf in God's promifes, he craveth that help whereon 
he trufteth. 

To the chief Mufician upon Sufhan-eduth, Michtam 
of David, to teach ; when he ftrove with Aram-na- 
‘haraim and with Aram-zobah, when Joab returned, 
and {mote of Edom in the valley of falt twelve 
thoufand. 

God, thou haift caft us off, thou haft {cattered us, 
thou haft been difpleafed ; O-turn thyfelf to us 
again. 
e. Thou haft made the earth to tremble; thou haft 
broken it: heal the breaches thereof; for it fhaketh. 

3 Thou haft fhewed thy people hard things: thou 
hait made us ro drink the wine of aftonifhment. 

4 Thou haft given a banner to them that feared thee, 
that it may be difplayed becaufe of the truth. Selah. 

s That chy beloved may be delivered; fave with thy 
right hand, and hear me. ; 

6 God hath fpoken in his holinefs; I will rejoice, I 
will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. 

7 Gilead is mine, and Manaffeh is mine; Ephraim 
alfo is the ftrength of mine head; Judah zs my lawgiver ; 

8 Moab 7s my wafhpot ; over Edom will I caft out 
my fhoe: Philiftia, triumph thoa becaufe of me. 

Who will bring me info the {trong city ? who will 
lead me into Edom? 

10 Wilt not thou, O Ged, which hadft caft us off? 
and thou, O God, which didft not go out with our 
armies? 4 

11 Give us help from trouble: for vain 7s the help 
of man. 


12 Through God we fhall do valiantly: for he i¢ is 


that fhall tread down our enemies. 
PSAL. LXI. 

2 David fleeth to God upon bis former experience. 4 He 
voweth perpetual fervice unto him becaufe of his promifes. 
To the chief Mufician upon Neginah, 

A Pfalm of David. : 

Hs my crys O God 3; attend unto my prayer. 

2 From the end of the earth will I cry unto 
thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the 
rock that is higher than I, 


3 For thou haft been a fhelter for me, and a ftrong. 


tower from the enemy, : 
4 1 will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will truft 
in the covert of thy wings. Selah. 





Generar Rerrecrions on Pfal. LIX. 


We are inftruéted from this pfalm, to wait for the affiftance of the 
Lord when men harm us, and to remain within the bounds of that 
moderation which Jefus Chrift fo exprefsly recommends to us, in 
See us to love our enemies, and to blefs and pray for 

eM. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. LX. 


This pfalm was compofed after the death of Saul, when David was 
advanced to the throne: it was delivered to the mafter of mufic in 
the tabernacle, to be fung upon an inftrument of fix ftrings, for fo the 
title “ Sufhan-eduth” implies. 

6 I will—mete out, &c.] This phrafe means, dominion: this 
verte fhould be thus tranflated; God gracioufly promifed that I 
fhould rule over Shechem, and be mafter of the valley of Succoth, i. ¢. 
Samaria. : 
> 7 Ephraim alfo, &c.] ‘This fhould be thus tranflated, Ephraim 
. furnifhes me with valiant men, Judah with men of prudence and 
wifdom. 

8 Moab is mp wafbpot, &c.} By this is meant the loweft degree of 
flavery : the verfe may be thas tranflated ; I will reduce the Moabites 
to the vileft fervitude, I will triumph over the Edomites, and make 
them my flaves, and the Philiftines fhall add to my wiumphs. 


Generar ReFrrections on Mal. LX, : 
We mfay learn from hence in general, that God affliéts people for 
their humiliation ; that the ftrength and affiftance oF man is but 
vanity ; and that there is none but the Lord who can help-aad de- 
liver us in oir diftrels. : . 
No. 41. 


PSALMS. 


5 Forthou, O God, haft heard my vows: thou haft 
given me the heritage of thofe that fear thy name. 

6 Thou wilt protong the king’s life: and his years 
as many generations. d 

7 He fhall abide before God for ever: O prepare 
mercy and truth, which may preferve him. 

8 So will 1 fing praife unto thy name for ever, that 
I may daily perform my vows. . 


PSAL. LXI. 
1 David profefing bis confidence in God, difcourageth his 
enemies. 5 FX: exxcourageth the godly. 
To the chief Mufician, to Jeduthun, 
A Pfalm of David. 
RULY my foul waiteth upon God: from him 
cometh my falvation. 7 

2 He only zs my rock and my falvation; he rs my 
defence ; I fhall not be greatly moved. 

3 How long will ye imagine mifchief againft a 
man? ye fhall be flain all of you: as a bowing wall 
Joall ye be, and as a tottering fence. 

4. They only confulc to caft in down from his ex- 
cellency: they delight in lies: they blefs with their 
mouth, bur they curfe inwardly. Selah. 

5 My foul, wait thou’only upon God; for my expec- 
tation 7s from him. 

6 He only 7s my rock and my falvation: be zs my 
defence; I fhall not be moved. 

7 In God 7s my falvation and my glory: the rock 
of my ftrength, end my refuge, zs in God. 

8 Truft in him at all times; ye people, pour out 
your heart betore him: God és a refuge for us. Selah. 

g Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of 
high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they 
are altogether fighter than vanity. : 

1o Truft not in oppreffion, and become not vain in 


robbery: if riches increafe, fet not your heart upon them... 


11 God hath fpoken once; twice have I heard this; 
that power Jelonge‘h unto God. 

12 Alfo unto thee, O Lorn, édeloageth mercy: for 
thou rendereft to every man according to his work, 


PSAL. LXIII. 
i Davig’s rhirfi for God. 4 His manuer of bleffing God. 
oe. confidence of his exemies deftruttion, and bts own 
APEL}. 

A Pfalm of David, when he was in the wildernefs of 
- Judah. : 
God, thou art my God; carly will 1 {eek thee: 
my foul thirfteth for thee, my flefh longeth for 

thee in a dry and thirfty land, where no water Is ; 
2 Tofeethy power and thy glory, fo as 1 have feen 

thee in the fanctuary. 

3 Becaufe 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LXI. 

2 That is higher than I.) Which without thy affiftance I cannot, 
reach. 

4 Iwill abide, &c.] David here expreffes his hopes of being re- 
ftored to the city where the tabernacle of God was. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Pfal. EX 


All that fear the Lord may join themfelves to David, in praying that 
God would be their refuge, and fecure them from evil; and rejoice 
in the affurance of his favour and fenfe of his goodnefs. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LXI. 

9 Surely men of low degree, &t.} No confidence is to be placed in 
them ; for as the multitude are vain, giddy, and inconfiftent, fo thofe 
of higher rank are falfe, deceitful and treacherous. 

11 God hath fpoken once; twice have I beard, &e.] i.e. God hath 
frequently declared. 

12 To every man, &c.] i.e. To every good man. 

: Gengrau RerLrecrions on Pial. LI. 
David teaches us, by his example, that the true and only means of 
enjoying tranquillity is, to truft in God, for all men are vanity 
itfelf; that.we ought not to fet our hearts on worldly things, nor 
become haughty when we abound in them; and that God, as ‘the 
judge of the world, will render to every one according to his 
5 Sore. 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on PSAL, LXUf, 
{ a, 2 My foul thirfieth for thes, &c.] My {oul thirfteth, O God, far 
the holy fanétuary where thy Majefty refides: the facred ark of thy 
glorious prefence cap atone igtisfy my longings and defires, 
6G 3 Becaxfe 


Ehs thirft after the temple fervice. 


1043. . 





“David's, prayer for deliverance. 


3 Becaufe thy lovingkindnefs és better than life, my 
‘Tips fhall praife thee. ; 

_ 4. Thus will I blefe thee while I live: I will lift up 
my hands in thy ‘name. 
_ 5 My foul fhall be fatisfied as with marrow and fat- 
nefs ; and my mouth fhall praife shee with joyful lips: 
6 When'L remember thee upon my bed, aud medi- 
‘tate on thee in the wight watches. 

7 Becaufe thou haft been my help, therefore ih the 
fhadow of thy wings will I rejoice. 3 

8 My foul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand 
upholdeth me. ; 

9 But thofe that {eek my foul, to deftroy it, fhall go 
into the lower parts of the earth. 

10 They fhall fall by the fword: they fhall be a 
portion for foxes. 

‘r1 But the king fhall rejoice in God; every one that 
fweareth by him fhall glory: but the mouth of them 
that {peak Hes fhall be ftopped. 

. PSAL. LXIV. 
1 David prayeth for deliverance, conmplaincth of his enemies. 
9 He promifeth himfelf to fee fuch an evident defiruction 
of them that the righteons {ball regoice at tt. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 
H EAR my voice, O God, in my prayer: preferve 
my life from fear of the enemy. , 

2 Hide me from the fecret counfel of the wicked ; 
from the infurrection of the workers of iniquity : 

3 Who whet their tongue like a fword, and bend 
their bows to fooot their arrows, even bitter words. 

4 That they may fhoot in fecret at the perfect : fud- 
denly do they fhoot at him, and fear not. 

5 They encourage themfelves zz an cvil matter; they 
commune of laying {nares privily ; they fay, Who fhall 
fee them ? 

6 They fearch out iniquities; they accomplifh a dili- 
gent fearch: both the inward thought of every one of 
them, and the heart is deep. 

7 But God thall fhoot at them wilban arrow; fud- 
denly fhall they be wounded. 

8 So they fhall make their own tongue to fall upon 
themfelves: all that fee them fhall flee away. 

g And all men fhall fear, and fhall declare the work 
of God ; for they fhall wifely confider of his doing. 

19 The righteous fhall be glad in the Lorp, and 
hall truft in him; and all the upright in heart fhall 


glory. 

: Ean rN The bleffed 

1 David praifeth God for bis grace. 4 The bleffediefs o 

: God's chufen. Hasacnerad providence. df 

To the chief Mufician, A Pf{alm azd Song of David. 
WPYRAISE waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and 
P unto thee fhall the vow be performed. 

“2 © thou that’ heareft prayer, unto thee fhall all 
ficth come. 





3 Becaufe thy lovingkindnsfs is better than lifes &c.} Thy divine 
giace and favour is‘more grateful and refrefhing to my foul, than food 
to mv natural appetite. - 

S My foul followeth bard after thee, &c.] |My foul dependeth 
abfolutely and infeparably upon thee, through faith, hope, love, and 
perfeverance. 

10 They foall be a portion for foxes.] That is, they thall be left 
unburied, for foxes and beafts to prey upon. 

11 Every one that fuveareth by hin, &c.J ‘That is, they that pro- 
fels him, | 

- GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LXIII. 


We here fee that the fenfe of the grace of God_ produces an unfpeak- 
able pleafure int the hearts. of the faithful, and that they fear no evil 
while protected by him; therefore Ict us cleave to God alone by 

. _ fincere love and fteady confidence. : 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LXIV. 


1 4: dad fear‘not-) "That is, without any danger, and fecure from 
him whom ‘they attack...- - : 
6 They fearch out iniquities, &:c.] They exercife all their wit and 
diligence in-thefe-wicked-devices. |... : oF 
“"S Lhey foal, make, their own tongue to fall upon themfelves, 8c.] 
Their fiahders:thall secoil upon themfelves, and the wicked counfels 
Which they gave fhall prove pernicious te, the advifers. 


PSALMS. He exhorteth to praife God for his one 


3 Iniquities prevail againft me: as for our tranfgref- 
fions, thou fhalr purge them away. 

4 Bleffed is the man whom thou choofeft, and caufeft 
to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: 
we fhall be fatisfied with the goodnefs of thy houfe, even 
of thy holy temple. 

5 By terrible things in righteoufnefs wilt thou anfwer 
us, O God.of our falvation; who art the confidence of 
all the ends of the earth, and of them that are afar off 
upon the fea: 

6 Which by his ftrength fetteth faft the mountains: 
being girded with power: 

7 Which ftilleth the noife of the feas, the noife of 
their waves, and the tumult of the people. 

8 They alfo that dwell in the uttermoft parts are 
afraid at thy tokens: thou makeft the outgoings of the 
morning and evening to rejoice. 

9 Thou vifiteft the earth, and watereft it: thou 
greatly enricheft it with the river of God, which is full 
of water: thou prepareft them corn, when thou haft 
fo provided for it. 

10 Thou warereft the ridges thereof abundantly: 
thou fettleft the furrows thereof: thou makeft it foft 
with fhowers: thou bleffeft the fpringing thereof. 

r1 Thou crowneft the year with thy goodnefs; and 
thy paths drop fatnefs. 

12 They drop upon the paftures of the wilderneis : 
and the little hills rejoice on every fide. 

13 The paftures are clothed with flocks; the valleys 
alfo are covered over with corn; they thout for jOYs 
they alfo fing. : 


PSAL. LXVI. 
1 David exhorteth ta praife God, 5 to obferve his great 
works, 8 to blefs him for his areas ie ts. 12 He 
 voweth je himfelf religious fervice ta God. 16 He 
declareth God's [pccial goudue[s to himfelf. 
To the chief Mufician, A Song or Pfalm: 


M AKE a joyful noife unto God, all ye lands: 
2 Sing forth the: honour of his name: make 
his praife glorious. 

3 Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy 
works! through the greatnefs of thy power fhal! thine 
enemics fubmit themfelves unto thee. 

4 All the earth fhall worfhip thee, and fhall fing 
unto thee; they fhall fing ¢o thy name. Selah. 

s Come and fee the works of God: he is terrible i 
his doing toward the children of men. 

6 He turned the fea into dry land: they went 
through the flood on foot: there did we rejoice in him. 

7 He ruleth by his power forever; his eyes behold 
the nations: let not the rebellious exalt themfelves. 
Selah. 

8 O blefs our God, ye people, and make the voice 
of his praife to be heard: 

g Which 


ee re RN aS RAS 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LXIV. 

This pfalm fhews us, that though the wicked craftily combine to 
deftroy the innocent, yet God will preferve them from their {nares ; 
which fhould fill the righteous with joy and confidence, and en- 
gABe, us to acknowledge the goodnels, wifdom, and juftice of.the 
Lord, . : : 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LEV, 
God having removed a grievous famine by plentiful fhowers of 

rain, David here gives him public thanks for fending them feafonably 

to his people. Os 

Hie By serrible things, &¢.] i.e. By miraculous and ftupendous 

things. sk Ae 
8 Ue outgoings of the morning and evening, &¢+] Meaning, the 

fucceffive courfe of day and night. . 

Generat Rerrections on Pal. LXV.. 

We are hence taught, that as God wag formerly worilipped in Sion, 
and there hearkened to the prayers that were offered up to him ; 
fo he now receives every-where fayourably the defires of all thofe 
who call upon him, pardons their fins, and Joads them with his 
benefits. Fe? 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES ox PSAL. LXVI. 
David here gives praifes to.God, inviting all the country to join 
with him in bleffing the divine Majefty, not only for this, but for the 


| deliverance he had formerly vouchfafed to that nation. 


3 How terrible, &c,] Meaning, how ftupendous and aftonithing ! 
; 1z Ze 


A prayer for the increafe of God’s kingdom. PSALMS. 


g Which heldeth our foul in life, and fuffereth not 

r feet to be moved. 
are For thou, O God, haft proved us: thou haft 
tried us, as filver is rried. ; 

11 Thou broughreft us into the net; thou laidft af- 
fiiCiion upon our loins. 

12 Thou haft caufed men to ride over our heads : 
we went through fire and through water; but thou 
broughtcft us out into a wealthy place. 5 

13 I will go into thy houfe with burnt offerings: I 
will pay thee my vows, 

14 Which ne pe have uttered, and my mouth hath 
fpoken, when I was in trouble. : : 

ag I will offer unto thee burnt facrifices of fatlings, 
with the incenfe of rams; I will offer bullocks with 
goats. Selah. : 

16 Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and I will 
declare what he hath done for my foul. 

17 Icried unto him with my mouth, and he was ex- 
tolicd with my tongue. ; 

18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lorp will 
mot hear me: 

19 But verily God hath heard me; he hath attended 
to the voice of my prayer. 

29 BictTed se God, which hath not turned away my 
prayer, nor his mercy from me, 

PSAL. LXVII. 

1 4 prayer for the enlargement of God's kingdom, 3 to the 
Joy of the people, 6 and to the increafe of Goa’s bleffings. 
To the chief Mufician on Neginoth, A Pfalm or Song. 
OD be merciful unto us, and blefs us; and caufe 

his face to fhine upon us. Selah. 

2 That thy way may be known upon earth, thy fav- 
ing health arnong all nations. 

3 Letthe people praife thee, O God; let all the pco- 
ple praife thee. . 

4 O let the nations be glad and fing for joy: for thou 
fhalt judge the people righteoufly, and govern the na- 
tions upon earth. Selah, : 

§ Let the people praife thee, O God; Iet all the peo- 
ple praife thee. | 

6 Then thal the earth yield her increafe; ami God, 
evex our own God fhall blefs us. Sch 

+-God fhall blefs us; and all the ends of the earth 
fhall fear him, 

PSAL, LXVIIL . : 
¥ <4 prayer at the removing of the ark. 4 Aa exhortation 
to praife God for his mercies, 7 for his care of the 
church, 19 and for bis great works. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm or Song of David. 
& T God arife, let his enemies be icatrered: let 
them alfo that hate him flee before him: : 
3 As fmoke is driven away, -fo drive them away :,as 





12 Yo ride over our heads, &e.)} Or upon our heads, that js, to 
ride upon us as beafts; a figure denoting the moit abject flavery, and 
moit fervile. ftate : «¢ Through fire and through water’’ imports extreme 
danger and afflictions; and by « A wealthy place” we are to under- 
fland liberty, eafé; and-plenty. :-.-- °° 2 3 Syne 


Geverat Reriectrions on Pfal. LXVI_ a 

We learn’ trom hence, that it is" our Bounden’ duty to perform the 
vows we have made to God while under his afflicting hand; to tef- 
tify of his goodnefs towards us ; and to remember that if we live in 
any known or wilful fin, God will not hear our prayer; but with- 


hold his mercy from us. 


- COMMENTARY anb NOTES on PSAL,. LXVIL. eS ; 
4! (28 Thou. haf aftenied on high.} Thin, O'God, by the invifible 
4: miniftry of the heavenly hoft,-haft given us viofy Over our encmies : * 
Vj bat the Mefliah; who. fhall be thy fanétuary, will do ‘far’ more magni- 
§ ficently, when, after conquering ‘death and the power of Satan, he 


2 Thy way, &e.] That is, thy wonderful proyidence over:us. > 
-.& O let the nations be glad, &c.] O that the nations were {p fenfible 
tyhat a hdppinefs it js to be under thy care, that they may rejoice.and 
fhout for Joy, to know that thou art the governor of the world, : 


‘Giwenat Rervecrions on Pfal. XLVIE. ~ . fp 


If God has made us objeéts, of his lovingkindnefs, we thould, after 
David’s example, imitate all nations, to whom the fame of his. 


& 


truft in his protection, 
ae Pe ‘ 


goodnefs Should reach, to fubmit themfelves;to. his. government, and’ 


| COMMENTARY. ayo NOTES on PSAL. LRVI:” 
‘ih By bis rame Fah, Sc.] “Jah (which 3 a comtraétion of Jehovah) 
Pe ri) EE OS Re Ge OE ees Sg Se Pe Aa ik oe Ads 
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\} difciplés,: after his afcenfion. + + 


A prayer at the removing of the ark. 


wax melteth before the fire, /o let the wicked perifh in 
the prefence of God. 

3 But let the righteous be glad ; let them rejoice be-~ 
fore God: yea, Ict them exceedingly rejoice. 

4 Sing unto God, fing praifes to his name: extol 
him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, 
and rejoice before him. : 

5 A father of the fatherlefs, and a judge of the wi- 
dows, is God in his holy habitation. ~ 

6 God fetteth the folirary in families: he bringeth 
out thofe which are bound with chains: but rhe rebel- 
lious dwell in a dry land. 

7 O God, when thou wenteft forth before thy peo- 
ple, when thou didft march through the wildernefs. Se- 
lah. 

8 The earth fhook, the heavens alfo dropped at the 
prefence of God: even Sinai itfelf was moved at the pre- 
fence of God, the God of Ifrael. ; 

9 Thou, O God, didft fend a plentift} rain, whereby 
thou didft confirm thine inheritance, when it was weary. 

10 Thy congregation hath dwelt therein: thou, O 
God, haft prepared of thy goodnefs for the poor. 

-11 The Lorp gave the word: great was the com- 
pany of thofe that publifhed is, 

12 Kings of armies did fice apace: and fhe that 
tarried at home divided the fpoil. 

13 Though ye have lien among the pots, yet /hall ye 
be as the wings of a dove covered with filver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold. 

14 When the Almighty fcattered kings in it, it was 
white as {now in Salmon. 

15 The hill of God és as the hill of Bafhan; an high 
hill as the hill of Bafhan. 

16 Why leap ye, ye high hills? sis zs the hill which 
God defireth to dwell in ; yea, the Lorp will dwell iz 
zt for ever. 

17 The chariots of God are twenty thoufand, cvex 
thoufands of angels: the Loxp /s among them, as iz 
Sinai, in the holy place, ; 

18 Thou haft afcended on high, thou haft led cap- 
tivity captive: thou haft received gifts for men; yea, 
Jor the rebellious alfo, that the Lorp God'might dwwell- 
amoug thent. ; 

19 Bleffed Ze the Lorp, who daily loadeth us with 
benefits, even the God of our falvation. Selah. 

20 He that is our God is the God. of falvation; and- 
unto Gop the Lord delong the iffues from death. — 

21 But God fhall wound the head of his’ enemics, 
ard the hairy fcalp of fuch an one as gooth on ftill in 
his trefpaffes,’ 2° !. ; i 

22 The Lorp faid, 1 will bring again from Bafhan, 
I will bring my people again from the depths-of the fea: | 

23 That thy foot may be dipped in the blood of 
thine enemies; and the tongue of thy dogs.in the fame. _ 

ee -  .4 . g4 They: 


is the name of God} ‘importing his incomprehenfible being or exifi- 
ence ; fo that hereby is implied, that all idols are but vanity, and the 
God of Ifrael is the only true God, fo 

6 A dry land.) That is, which is barren of God’s bleffing, 

728 O God, when thou wentef forth, &c.] -What a fablime and 


{| noble idea tiis paflage gives us of God! The pfalmift has here bor- 


“rewed his expreflions. from-Deborat’s-fong+ fee Fudgevrgs go) - 
13 Though you have lien among the pots, &c.] ‘Though ye were for- 


i ‘merly obfcure and- opprefied: flaves, tied’ down to the drudging of 
‘brick making and pottery in Egypt, yet you fhall now be as glorious 


-as you were then contemptible. “ 
16 Why leap ye, ye high bills, 8. Boaft nat of your height and 
beauty, ye towering mountains, Sion is the hill which God hath cho-, 


‘fen to- honour with his refidence. 


‘ fhall afcend in a refpleadent .chariot, attended by myriads of the hea- 
venly hoft, to the moft, exalted feats of happinefs, even to thine own 


fi 
bright hand on the throne of glory. 


received gifts for men.] .This muft be underftood prophe- 


{ Thou ha 
ly Ghoft, which Chyiff conterred on his 


itically, of the gifts of the Ho 


2, 80 Unto God-the Lord -belong the iffses from death.) Or, palages. 
!The meaning here is, that he can preferve from death thofe who- 


“are his.: = B Hath 
2 


= & . soe . é 


David compiaineth of his affliction. 

24 They have feen thy goings, O God; even the 
goings of my God, my King, in the fanctuary. 

25 The fingers went before, the players on inftru- 
. ments follewed after; among them were the damfels 
playing with timbrels. 

26 Blefs ye God in the cengregations, evex the 
Lord; from the fountain of Ifrael. 

27. There #s Nttle Benjamin with their ruler, the 
princes of Judah and their council, the princes of Ze- 
bulun, azd the princes of Naphrali. 

"28 Thy God hath commanded thy ftrength: ftrength- 
en, O God, that which thou haft wrought for us. 

29 Becaufe of thy temple at Jerufalem fhall kings 
bring prefents unto thec. 

30 Rebuke the company of fpeagmen, the multitude 
of the bulls, with the calves of the people, s#// every ove 
fubmit himfelf with pieces of filver: fcatter thou the 
people, ‘bat delight in war. 

31 Princes fhall come out of Egypt; Ethiopia fhall 
foon ftretch out her hands unto God. 

32, Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O fing 
praifes unto the Lorp; Selah: 

33 To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, 
which were of old; lo, he doth fend out his voice, aud 
that a mighty voice. ' : 

34 Afcribe ye ftrength unto God : his excellency 7s 
over Ifrael, and his ftrength és in the clouds 

35 O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places : 
the God of Ifrael ts he that giveth ftrength and power 
unto bis people. _ Bleffed 4e God. 
PSAL. LXIX. 
1 David complaineth of bis affliftion. 

deliverance. 22 He devoteth bis enemies to defirucion. 

30 He praifeth God with thank/giving. 

To the chief Mufician upon Shofhannim, 
A Pfalm of David. 

AVE me, O God; for the waters are come in unto 

my foul. 

2 I fink in deep mire, where ¢here is ne ftanding: I 
am coine into deep waters, where the floods overflow me. 

3 I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: 
mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

4 They that hate me without a caufe are more than 
the hairs of mine head: they that would deftroy me, 





écing mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty, then I re-- 


ftored that which I took not away. 

5 O God, thou knoweft my foolifhnefs: and my 
fins are not hid from thee. 

6 Let not them that wait on thee, O. Lord Gop of 
hofts, be afhamed for my fake: let not thofe that feek 
thee be confounded for my fake, O God of Ifrael. 

7 Becaufe for thy fake I have borne reproach; fhame 
hath covered my face. ; 

8 I am become a ftranger unto my brethren, and an 
alien unto my mother’s children. 

‘g For the zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up; and 
the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen 
upon me. 

10 When I wept and chaffened my foul with fafting, 
that was to my reproach. 


vy 





28 Hath commanded thy firength, &c.] i. e. Hath eftablifhed or 
tmade thee Rrong. oe : 
30 The multitude o bulls, with the caluety &c.] Thefe expreffions 
deicribe the fury and infolence of the foldiers, whe were like cattle 
féd in a rich and fat foil. , ; ; : 
35 O God, thou art terrible our of shy boly places, &c.] _Q God, 


thy dreadful majefty is to be,moft humbly adored ; who out of thy Holy 


fan@uary drikeft terror into thine enemies. 
i Generan, ReFescrions on Pil. LXVII. 

The praifes of God, here celebrated, fhould be the matter of our 
.conftant imitation 5 sto Se we confider his amazing conde- 
fcenfion and goodnefs tow: his church, which has been thewn in 


all ages: On thefe confiderations, it becomes our duty and happinefs 


. 10 devote ourfilves-t6 his fervice. 
‘ GOMMENTARKY awn NOTES ov PSAL. LXIX. 


_ For the meaning of ‘the werd Shofiannim, the seader is referted tof 


plalm xlv. 
6 Be afm . 
fQrfaken by thee, when they fee innocence in diftress. 


PSALMS. 


13 He prayeth for . 


_ they that love his name fhall dwell therein. 


d for my Sake, ‘we.] Be diftouraged when they fee me $4 - which-they themfelves experienced fram their moft fpiteful ene- 
: r 








rr I made fackcloth alfo my garment: and I be- 
came a proverb to them. 

a2 They that fit in the gate fpcak againft me; and 
J was the fong of the drunkards. 

13 Butas tor me, my prayer is unto thee, O Lorn, 
in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy 
mercy hear me, in the truth of thy falvation. 

14 Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not fink: 
let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of 
the deep waters. 

ene nor the waterflood overflow me, neither let 
the dtep {wallow me up, and let not the pit fhut her 
mouth upon me. 

16 Hear me, O Lorn; for thy lovingkindnefs is 
good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies. : 

17 And hide not thy face from thy fervant; for I 
am in trouble: hear me fpeedily. 

18 Draw nigh unto my foul, aud redeem it: deliver 
me becaufe of mine enemies. 

19 Thou haft known my reproach, and my fhame, 
and my difhonour: mine adverfaries are all before thec. 

20 Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full 


‘of heavinefs: ane I looked for fome to take pity, but 


there was none; and for comforters, but J] found none. 

21 They gave mealfo gall for my meat; and in my 
thirft they gave me vinegar to drink. 

22 Let their table become a fnare before them: 
and that which foould have been for their welfare, let it, be- 
come a trap. 

23 Let their eyes be darkened, that they fee not: and 
make their loins continually to fhake. 

24 Pour out thine indignation upon them, and let 
thy wrathful anger take hold of them. 

25 Let their habitation be defolate; and let none 
dwell in their tents. 

26 For they perfecute 4im whom thou haft fmitten; 
and they talk to the grief of thofe whom thou hatft 
wounded. 

27 Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them 
not come into thy righteoufnefs. 

28 Let them be blotted out of the book of the liv- 
ing, and not be written with the righteous. 

29 But I am poorand forrowful: let thy falvation, 
O God, {ct mc up on high. : 

30 I will praife the name of God with a fong, and 
will magnify him with thankfgiving. 

31 This alfo fhall pleafe the Lorp better than an ox 
or bullock that hath horns and hoofs. 

32 The humble fhall fee this, and be glad: and your 
heart fhall live that feek God. 

33 For the Lorp heareth the poor and defpifeth ner 
his prifoners. 

34 Let the heaven and earth praife him, the feas, and 


| every thing that moveth therein. 


35 For God will fave Zion, and will build the ci- 
ties of Judah: that they may dwell there, and have it 


in poffeffion. 
36 The feed alfo of his fervants fhall inherit it: and 


PSAL. 


7 For thy fake, &¢.} For ferving thee, and maintaining thy glory 


and caufe. 
& J cm bacome a firanger, &c.}] Iam thunned by my neareft rela- 


tions. 


and poor, beth high and low. 
a1 Thiy gave me-alfo gall for my meat, &C.] _ Rath, here rendered 
«< gall” is an herb‘as Hitler zs wormwood ; fee Deut, xxix. 18. What 
the pfalmift here {peaks figuratively of himfelf, was literally done to 
our Saviour, Matt. xxvii. 34. 
23 Make their loins continually to foake.] ‘This implies a yoke of 
perpetual and infufferable bondage. ae 
27 Add iniquity unto their triquity, &c.] Let them accumulate their 
Geniekac Rercrcrrons on Pfal. LXIX. 
In this pfalm the fafferings of Chrift, and the overthrow of the Jewifh 
nation are plainly foretold; for as the Jews were fo audacionfly 
_ wicked to infli@ thofe punifhments on the Saviour of mankind, 


mues 


He praifeth God urth than&feiving, 


12 They that fit in the gate, &c.] I am condemned by both rich - 





1023. 


The pfalmifi’s truft in God. 





PSAL. LXX. ; 

David prayeth for God’s foeedy help and deliverance to the 
confufion of his enemies, and triumph of the godly-_ 
To the chief Mufician, d P/a/m of David, to bring 

to remembrance. - 

M44 KE hafte, O God, to deliver me; make hafte to 

help me, O Lorp. - 

2 Let them be afhamed and confounded that feek 
after my foul: let them be turned backward, and put 
to confufion, that defire my hurt. ; 

3 Let them be turned back for a reward of their 
fhame that fay, Aha, aha. : 

4 Let all thofe that feek thee rejoice and be glad in 
thee: and Ict fuch as love thy falvation fay continually, 
Let God be magnified. 

5 But I gm poor and needy : make hafle unto me, O 
God: thou art my help and my deliverer; O Lorp, 
make no tarrying. 

- PSAL. LEXI, 

1 David in confidence of faith, and experience of God’s fa- 
wour, prayeth both for himfelf and againft the enemies 
of his foul. 14 He promifeth conftancy. 17 He prayeth 

Jor perfeverance. 19 He praifeth God, and promifeth to 
do it chearfully. 

N thee, O Lorp, do I put my truft: let me never 

be put to confufion. 

2 Deliver me in thy righteoufnefs, and caufe me to 
efcape : incline thine ear unto me, and fave me. 

3 Be thou my ftrong habitation, whereunto I may 
continually refort : thou haft given commandment to 
fave me; for thou arf my rock and my fortrefs. 

4 Deliver me, O my God, ont of the hand of the 
wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel 
man. 

5 For thou art my hope, O Lord Gop: thou art my 
truft from my youth. 

6 By thee have I been holden up from the womb: 
thou art he that took me out of my mother’s bowels: 
my praife /bal/ be continually of thee. 

7 Lam as awonder unto many; but thou art my 
ftrong refuge. : : 

8 Let my mouth be filled with thy praife and with 
thy honour all the day. 

g Caft me not off in the time of old age ; forfake me 
not when my ftrength faileth. ; 

to For mine enemies fpeak againft me; and they 
that lay wait for my foul take counfel together, 

rr Saying, God hath forfaken him : perfecute and 
take him ; for there zs none to deliver Aim. 

12 O God, be not far from me: O my God, make 
hatte for my help. 

13 Let them be confounded ad confumed that are 
adverfaries to my foul; -let them’ be covered with re- 
proach and difhonour that feek my hurt. 

14 But I will hope continually, and will yet praife 
thee more and more. 


15 My mouth fhall fhew forth thy righteoufnels and 


thy falvation all the day ; for I know not the numbers 
thereof. 





mies, God, the righteous judge, condemned them to fuffer that | 


themfelves which they prayed might fall on the heads of their 
enemies. 


COMMENTARY ann REMARK on PSAL, LXX, 
As there is not any remarkable difference between this pfalm and 


the latter part of the goth, it is therefore probable that David com- jf} 
ofed it, with a few alterations, as a diftin@ prayer, to he ufed'by 4! 
hin conftantly during the time of any fharp affli@ion. We fhall only } 


add to this, that the word ** poor,” in the 5th verfe, means a petfon 
under any oppreffive or affliCtive circumftances. 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on PSAL, LXXI. 


Be, thou my jlroug habitation, whereunto I may contizually refort, + 
&g.] Whenfoever 1 ily to thy almighty protettion, do thou always 44 


keep me as fecure as if I repofed myfelf in an impregnable cattle. 


7 dam as @ wonder, &c.) Becaufe fo many and fo grievous 1 


afflitions have befallen me. 

20 Thou—/fealt quicken me again, &c.] This may be underftood 
net only of Dayid's deliverance out of his troubles, but alfo of ‘the 
refurrection, 


No. 41. 


PSALMS. 


‘with uprightnefs and integrity of heart. 





car 





16 I will go inthe ftrength of the Lord Gon: I will 

make mention of thy righteoufnels, even of thine only. 

. 17 OGod, thou haft taught me from my youth: and 
hitherto have I declared thy wondrous works. 

18 Now alfo when J am old and greyheaded, O God, 
forfake me not; until I have thewed thy ftrength unto 
this generation, and thy power to every one ¢hat is to 
come, ' 

19 Thy righteoufnefs alfo, O God, zs very high, who 
haft done great things: O God, who 7s like unto thre! 

20 Thou, which hat fhewed me great and fore trou- 
bles, fhall quicken me again, and fhalt bring me up 
again from the depths of the earth. 

21 Thou fhalt increafe my greatnefs, and comfort 
me on every fide. 

22 1 will alfo praife thee with the pfaltery, even thy 
truth, Omy God: unto thee will I fing with the harp, 
O thou Holy Cue of Ifrael. 

23 My lips fhall greatly rejoice when I fing unto 
thee; and my foul, which thou haft redeemed. 

24 My tongue alfo fhall talk of thy righteoufnefs 
all the day long : for they are confounded, for they are 
brought unto fhame, that feek my hurt. 

PSAL. LXXII. 
1 Davids prayer for Solomon. 18 He blefzth God. 
A Pfalm for Solomon. 
IVE the king thy judgments, O God, and thy 
righteoufnefs unto the king’s fon. 

2 He fhall judge thy people with righteonfnefs, and 
thy poor with judgment. 

The mountains fhall bring peace to the people, 
and the little hills, by righteou{nefs. : 

4 He fhaii judge the poor of the people, he fhall 
fave the children of the neecly, and fhall break in pieces 
the oppreffur. 

5 ‘Yicy fhall fear thee as Jong as the fun and moon 
endure, throughout all generations. 

6 He fhall come down like rain upon the mown 
grafs: as fhowers that water the earth. 

7 An his days fhall the righteous flourifh3 and abun- 
dance of peace fo long as the moon endureth. 

8 He fhall have dominion alfo from fea to fea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. 

9 They that dwell in the wildernefs fhall bow before 
him; and his enemies fhall lick the duft. 

10 The kings of Tarfhith and of the ifles fhall bring 
prefents: the kings of Sheba and Seba fhall offer gifts. 

11 Yea, all kings fhall fall down before him: all 
nations fhall ferve him. 

12 For he fhall deliver the needy when he crieth ; 


| the poor alfo, and 47m that hath no helper. 


13 He fhait! {pare the poor and needy, and fhall fave 
the fouls of the needy. 

14 He fhall redeem their foul from deceit and vio- 
lence: and precious fhall their blood be in his fight. 

15 And he fhall live, and to him fhall be given of 
the gold of Sheba: prayer alfo fhall be made for him 
continually ; avd daily fhall he be praifed, 

16 There fhall be an handful of corn in the earth 

upon 





Generar Rerrectrions on Pl. LXNXIL 


‘David's confidence in the divine fupport againft the powerand malice 


of his enemies, and his pray er for continual fuppoit and protection, 
affords a Iefion to us, to truft in the Lord under the feverett trials, 
and praife him for the mercies we enjoy. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox PSAL. LXXILI . 


1 Give the king thy judgzerts, &c.] O God, the fupreme judge 
of the world, befiow, I befeech thee, upon Solomon my fon, who is 
now anointed to fit on my throne, a right judgment in all things, 
This may be underftood of 
Chriit, as the King of glory, and the Son of the Father. 

5 Thy foall fear thee, &c.] This could not be faid of Solomon, 
but only of Chnit, of, whofe kingdom there fhall be no end. 

‘Shall lick the duf?.]_ Shall proftrate themfelves with their faces 
to the ground, after the fafhion of the eaftern nations. 

16 Lhere foal! be an hazdfil of corn, &c.], God fhall blefs him 
(namely Chrift) with an abundant plenty, in the converfion of mul~ 
‘titudes of fouls to the Chriftian faith. Some parts of this pfalm are 
delivered in fo exalted a ftrain, that the words had not a fall accom- 

H plifhmens 


A prayer for Solomon. 





1OI5s 


the profperity of the wicked. 


upon the top of the mountains; the fruit thereof fhall 
fhake like Lebanon : and ¢ey of the city fhall flourifh 
like grafs of the earth. 

17 His name fhall endure for ever: his name fhall 
be continued as Jong as the fun: and men fhall be 
blefied in him: all nations fhall call him bleffed. 

18 Bleffed be the Lorp God, the God of Ifrael, who 
only doeth wondrous things. 

1y And blefféd be his glorious name for ever: and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, 
and Amen. 

20 The prayers of David the fon of Jeffe are ended. 

PSAL. LXXII. 
1 The pfalmift foeweth that his faith had almoft failed bim. 

23 His truftin God’s prefent fupport and future favour. 

A Pilalm of Afaph. 

YRULY God is good to Ifrael, even to fuch as 

are of a clean heart. 

a But as for me, my fcet were almoft gone; my 
fteps had well nigh flipped. 

3 For I was envious at the foolifh, when Ifaw the 
profperity of the wicked. 

4 For there are no bands in their death: but their 
ftrength zs firm, 

5 They are not in trouble as other men; neither are 
they plagued like other men. 

6 Therefore pride compaffeth them about asa chain; 
violence covereth them as a garment. 

7 Their eyes ftand out with fatnefs : they have more 
than heart could with. 

8 They are corrupt, and fpeak wickedly concerning 
oppreflion : they {peak loftily. 

9 Vhey fet their mouth againft the heavens, and 
their tongue walkcth through the earth. 

10 ‘Therefore his people return hither: and waters 
of a full cup are wrung out to them. 

11 And they fay, How doth God know? and is 
there knowledge in the moft high? 

12 Behold, thefe are the ungodly who profper in 
the world’; they increafe iz riches. 

13 Verily I have cleanfed my heart iz vain, and 
watfhed my hands in innocency. 

14 For all the day long have I been plagued, and 
chaftened every morning. 

15 If I fay, I will fpeak thus; behold, I fhould 
offend againfé the generation of thy children, 

16 When I thought to know this, it was too painful 
for me; 

17 Until I went into the fanétuary of God; then 
underftood I their end. 

18 Surely thou didft fet them in flippery places: 
thou caftedit them down into deftrudtion. 

19 How are they drought into defolation, as in a mo- 
ment! they are utterly confumed with terrors. 





plithment in Sclomon, nor in any one elfe, till the appearance of the 
Meffiah ; of the happinefs of whofe government, together with the 
“power, extent, and eternal continuance of his kingdom, David here 
prophefies. 


Generauw Rerererions on Pfal, LXXII. 


As David in this prayer fheweth the goodnefs and glory of Solomon’s 
wifdom, which was typical of Chrift’s, and blefféth God for his 
wonderful works; fo we, by faith, fhould look beyond the tran- 
fitory things of this world, and fet our hearts on heavenly objets, 
thar we may enjoy the bleffednefs of his kingdom of ‘grace here, 
and poffefs the felicity of his kingdom of glory in heaven, 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on PSAL, LXXIUL 


" Here begins the third book of pfalms, containing feventeen, moft | 


of them very difconfolate, and full of bier complaints. They were 
chiefly compofed by Afaph, who lived in the days of Hezckiah, and 
called Afaph the feer ; fee 2 Chrow. xxix. 30. 

2 My jyeet were alma? gene; my fleps, Bc.) I began to doubt and 
fageger in my faith. : 

9 Their eyes fland out, &c.] They pamper themfelves to excefs, 

Q They fet their mouth againft the heavens, &c,] They blafpheme 
God, and fpeak profanely of his providence, power, and juftice. 

10 Therefore his people return hither, &¢.| To the following thoughts, 
vand their old opinions. 

17 Uutil I went into the fan&uary of God, &e.}] _ Withdrawing 


ny mind from the world, and the falfe fhews thereof; I was prefently 


PSALMS. 


The defolation of the Janétuary, 


20 As a dream when one awaketh; 4, O Lorp, 
when thou awakeft, thou fhalt defpife their image. 

21 Thus my heart was grieved, and I was pricked in 
my reins. 

22 So foolith was I, and ignorant: I was asa beaft 
before thee. 

23 Neverthelefs I am continually with thee: thou 
haft holden me by my right hand. - 

24 Thou fhalt guide me with thy counfel, and after- 
ward receive me /o glory. 

25 Whom have I in heaven but thee? and there is 
none upon earth #hat I defire befide thee, ~ 

26 My flefh and my heart faileth: Sue God /s the 
ftrength of my heart, and my portion for ever. 

.. 27 For, lo, they that are far from thee fhall perith : 
oe haft deftroyed all them that go a whoring from 
thee. 

28 But it 7s good for me to draw near to God: I 
have put my truft in the Lord Gop, that I may de-~ 
clare all thy works. 

PSAL. LXXIV. 
1 The pfalmift complaineth of the defolation of the January, 
Mafchil of Afaph. 
God, why haft thou caft ws off for ever? why 
doth thine anger {moke againft the fheep of thy 
pafture ? 

2 Remember thy congregation, which thou hatt 
purchafed of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which 
thou haft redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou 
haft dwelt. 

3 Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual defolations ; 
even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the 
fanctuary. 

4 Thine enemies roar in the midft of thy congrega- 
tions ; they fet up their enfigns for figns. 

5 4 man was famous according as he had lifted up 
axes upon the thick trees. 

6 But now they break dawn the carved work thereof 
at once with axes and hammers. 

7, They have caft fire into thy fanctuary, they have 
defiled by cafting down the dwelling place of thy name 
to the ground. 

8 They faid in their hearts, Let us defti‘oy them to- 
gether: they have burned up all the fynagogues of God 
in the land. 

9 We fee not our figns: ¢here is no more any pro- 
phet: neither 7s there among us any that knoweth how 
long. 

2 O God, how long fhall the adverfary reproach ? 
fhall the enemy blafpheme thy name for ever ? 

11 Why withdraweft thou thy hand, even thy right 
hand? pluck zt ont of thy bofom. 

12 For God is my King of old, working falvation 
in the midft of the earth. 

13 Thou 


asa 
fenfible how fhort is the felicity of the wicked, and how truly mifera 
able thofe men are, whofe reward is only in this life! 

19 How are they brought into defelation, &c.] When ona fudden 
divine vengeance figs on them, and, when they fealt expeéted it, 
a final period is put to all their greatnefs; fo that their whole life is 
nothing more than a dream of happinefs, and they pride themfelves 
in-a mere imaginary glory. 


Generat Rerrectrions on Pfal. LNNIIIL 


David, by his example, recommends acquiefcence in the divine d:/- 
penfations refpecting the wicked, who, though they profper for 
@ feafon, are fuddenly involved in deftruction : but encourages us, 
to truft in God, who will, in the end, reward the righteous, who 
fubmit to his government, and delight in his ways, 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. LXNIV. 


2 The rod of thine inheritance, &c.] Which thou haft meafured ont 
for thy felf as with a line.or rod. 

3 Lift up thy fet, &c.] Vo itamp or beat down ; or to come and 
fee the defolation. ° 

5 A man was farius according as, &c.} | They got fame according 
tothe mifchief they did, which they committed with no more remorle 
than if they had been Jopping off the boughs of a tree. 

9 We fee not cur figus, Sc} No tokens of the divine prefence. 

11 Why withdrawef? thin thine hand, &G] Why puttclt thpu thy 
hand under thy garment? 
13; 14 [lth 


The pfalmift promifeth upright judgment. P SALMS. 





13 Thou didft divide the fea by thy ftrength : thou. 
brakeft the heads of the dragons in the waters. 

14 Thou brakeft the heads of leviathan in pieces, 
and gaveft him /o be meat to the people inhabiting the 
wildernefs. : 

15 Thou didft cleave the fountain and the flood: 
thon dricdit up mighty rivers. 

16 The day ¢s thine, the night alfo 7s thine: thou 
hait prepared the light and the fun. 

17 Thou haft fet all the borders of the earth: thou 
hait made fummer and winter. 

18 Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, 
O Lorn, and that the foolith people have blafphemed 
thy name. 

1g Odeliver not the foul of thy turtledove unto the 
multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation 
of thy poor for ever. 

20 Have refpect unto the covenant: for the dark 
places of the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty. 

at O let not the oppreffed return afhamed: let the 
poor and needy praife thy name. 

22 Arife, O God, plead thine own caufe : remember 
how the foolifh man reproacheth thee daily. 

.23 Forget not the voice of thine enemies: the tu- 
mult of thofe that rife up againft thee increafeth con- 
tinually. 

PSA L. LXEXV. 


1 The pfaluift praifeth God: 4 he rebuketh the proud by a 
difplay of God's fuperintending providence. 
To the chief Mufician, Al-tafchith, A Pfalm or Song 
of Afaph. 


N TO thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto 
thee do we give thanks: for that thy name is 
near thy wondrous works declare. 

2 When [I fhall receive the congregation I will 
judge uprightly. ; ; 

g The earth and all the inhabitants thereof are dif- 
folved: I bear up the pillars of it. Selah. 

4 I faid unto the fools, Deal not foolifhly: and to 
the wicked, Lift not up the horn: 

5 Lift not up your horn on high: {peak not with a 
ftitf neck. 

6 For promotion cometh neither from the eaft, nor 
from the weft, nor from the fouth. 

4 But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and 
fetteth up another. 

8 For in the hand of the Lorn ¢here ts a cup, and 
the wine is red; it is full of mixture ; and he poureth 
out of the fame: but the dregs thereof, all the wicked 
of the earth fhall wring them out, and drink them. 


13, '4 Thou brake the heads of the dragons, &c.] By ** leviathan,” 
vers 14, is meant Pharaoh; and by “‘ the dragons,’’ ver. 13. the 
Egyptians or Pharaoh’s army, who were broken or drowned in the 
Red-fea, and their bodies being wafhed afhore, became food for the 
wild beafts and birds of the wildernefs, 





15 Thou did? eleave the fountain, &c.] Meaning, the rock whence. 


the fountain flowed. 

19 Thy turtledove, &c.] In feripture the church is frequently re- 
prefented under the names of fuch weak, mild, and tame creatures, as 
‘are moft expofed to injuries and wrongs. : 

20 Lhe dark places of the carth, &c.] The dreary and defert 
parts of the country are full of robberies, and are receptacles for 


nhieves. 
Generab Reriecrions on Pfal. LXNIV. 


In the midft of fore trials and perfecutions, we are here taught to 
confider the power and goodnefs of God in antient times, and the 
deliverances he has formerly wrought out for his people ; and we 
fhould remind bim of his promifes and covenant, which cannot be 
altered ; for he is the fame yelterday, to-day, and for ever. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, LXXV,. 


This pfalm was compofed by Afaph the feer, after the great de- 
liverance, whiclt, by the ftrange deitruftion of Sennacherib’s army, 


God gave the good king Hezekiah. 
1 Thy uame is near, &c.]) ‘Thou art near: the name of a perfon 


“ds an Hebraifm, whereby the perfon is frequently exprefied. 
3 1 bear up the pillars of it.] By * pillars’ we may underftand, 
governors or great perfonages. . 
5 LY? not up your horn on high, &t.] Be aot proud and infolent. 
2 





His combat with diffidence.. 


9 But I will declare for ever; I will fing praifes to 
the God of Jacob. 
ro All the horns of the wicked alfo will I cut of ; 
but the horns of the righteous fhall be exalted. 
PSAL. LXXVI. 
1 God’s majefty fet forth in his fignal defence of the church: 
11 an exhortation to ferve him reverently. 


' To the chief Mufician on Neginoth, A Pfalm ar Song 


of Afaph. 
N Judah is God known: his name és great in 
Ifrael. 

2 In Salem alfo is his tabernacle, and his dwelling 
place in Zion. 

3 There brake he the arrows of the bow, the fhield, 
and the fword, and the battle. Selah. 

4 Thou art more glorious and excellent than the 
mountains of prey. 

5 The ftouthearted are f{poiled, they have flept their 
fleep: and none of the men of might have found their 
hands. 

6 At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot 
and horfe are caft into a dead ileep. 

7 Thou, even thou, art to be feared : and who may 
ftand in thy fight when once thou art angry ? 

8 Thou didft caufe judgment to be heard from hea- 
ven; the earth feared, and was ftill. 

g When God arofe to judgment, to fave all the 
meek of the earth. Selah. ; 

1o Surely the wrath of man fhall praife thee: the 
remainder of wrath fhalt thou reftrain. 

11 Vow, and pray unto the Lorp your God: let all 
that be round about him bring prefents unto him that 
ought to be feared. 

12 He fhall cut off the fpirit of princes: be zs ter- 
rible to the kings of the earth. - 


PSAL. LXXVII. 

i The Pfalmift fheweth what ferce combat he had with 

diffidence. 10 The victory which he had gained by con- 

JSidering God’s great and gracious works. 

To the chief Mufician, to Feduthun, A Pfaim of Afaph, 
Cried unto God with my voice, evex unto God 
with my voice; and he gave ear unto me. 

2 In the day of my trouble I fought the Lorp: 
my fore ran in the night, and ceafed not: my foul re- 
fufed to be comforted. 

3 I remembered God, and was troubled: I com- 
plained, and my fpirit was overwhelmed. Selah. 

4 Thou holdeft mine eyes waking : Iam fo troubled 
that I cannot fpeak. 

5 Ihave confidered the days of old, the years of an- 
cient times, 

6 I call 





6 Nor from the fouth.| The meaning of the verfe is, that delive- 
rance was not to be expected from any of the nations round about. 

8 In the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red, &c..) This 
is beautifully imagined. We meet with this allegory in Homer, who 
borrowed his nobleft images and fineft thoughts from the facred writings. 
«* Red” denotes the fiercenefs of God’s wrath. 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Pfak LNXV, 


We learn from this pfalm, that the wicked, how proud and infolent 
foever they may be, fhall not go unpunifhed by the Lord, who is 
the ruler of univerfal nature; but that his providential care is over 
the righteous, 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES ox PSAL. LAXVI. 


_4 Thou art mare glorious, &c.] Thou, O Sion, art more glo~ 
rious, &c. 

10 Surely the wrath of man foall praife thec, &c.] The fiercenefs 
and ragé of man fhall turn to thy praife; for the end fhall frew that 
the enemy is able to bring nothing to pafs; likewife thou fhale bridle 


their rage, that they thall not accomplith their purpofe. 


Generate Rerrecrions on Pla, LXXVI, 


David here celebrates the wondrous interpofition of God in favour of 
his people, and the deftruction of their enemies; which fhould 
animate us to walk humbly and reverently before him, and to pere 
form the promifes we made to him in our diftrefs, 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. LXXVIL 


2 My fore rac, &c.] Or, My hand was ftretched out. 
6 Leak 


An exhortation to . _ PSALMS. learn and preach God's law, 


6 1 call to remembrance my fong in the night: 
I commune with mine own heart: and my fpirit made 
diligent fearch. 

7 Will the Lorp caft off for ever? and will he be 
favourable no more? 

8 Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth 47s pro- 
mife fail for evermore? 

9 Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in 
anger fhut up his tender mercies? Selah. 

Io And-I faid, This ts my infirmity: xt J will re- 
member the years of the right hand of the moft high. 

it J will remember the works of the Lorn: furely 
I will remember thy wonders of old. 

12 I will meditatealfo of all thy work, and talk of 
thy doings. 

_ 13 Thy way, O God, 2s in the fan@tuary: who is /o 
great a God as our God! 

14 Thou art the God that doeft wonders : thou haft 
declared thy ftrength among the people. 

15 Thou haft with thine arm redeemed thy people, 
the fons of Jacob and Jofeph. Selah. 

16 The waters faw thee, O God, the waters faw 
thee ; they were afraid : the depths alfo were troubled. 

17 The clouds poured out water: the fkics fent out 
a found: thine arrows alfo went abroad. 

18 The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven : 
the lightnings lightened the world : the earth trembled 
and fhook. 

19 Thy way is in the fea, and thy path in the great 
waters, and thy footiteps are not known. 

20 Thou Iedceft thy people like a flock by the hand 
‘of Mofes and Aaron. 

PSAL. LXXVIII. 
An exbortation both to learn and to preach the law of God. 
Mafchil of Afaph. 
IVE ear, O my people, fo my law: incline thine 
_ears to the words of my mouth. - 

2 I will open my mouth in a parable: I will utter 
dark fayings of old : 

3 Which we have heard and known, and our fathers 
have told us. 

4 We will not hide them from their children, fhewing 
to the generation to come the praifes of the Lorp, and 
his firength,and his wonderful works that he hath done. 


s For he eftablifhed a teftimony in Jacob, and ap-- 


pointed a Jaw in Ifrael, which he commanded our 
fathers, that they fhould make them known to their 


children : 
6 That the generation to come might know them, 


even. the children which fhould be born; w4o fhould 
arife and declare them to their children : 

7 That they might fet their hope in God, and not 
forget the works of God; but keep his commandments: 

8 And might not be as their fathers, a ftubborn and 
rebellious generation; a generation ha fet not their heart 
aright, and whofe fpirit was not ftedfaft with God. 

g The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carry- 
ing bows, turned back in the day of battle. 


en A OS 

6 I call to remembrance my fong, &c.} The fongs of thank{giving 
which I was accuftomed to make in my profperity. - 

10 This is my infirmity, &c.| This is my affliction, or the time in 
which Providence hath been pleafed to appoint my fufferings. 

13 Thy way, O God, és in the fandiuary, &c.} The method of thy 
providence, O God, is not only perfectly holy and juft, but quice 
out of our reach, nor is thy power inferior. 

16 The waters faw thee, O God, &c.] The waters of the Red 
fea felt this power to the very depths of the ocean, which retreated 
as if enifed by thy prefence, and left a dry path in the fea for thy 
people to pats over. : . 

19 Thy way is in the fea, &c.] Thy way cannot be traced by hu- 
man knowledge, who madeft a broad path through the fwelling waves, 
which, as none ever trod before or after, fo they cannot trace the foot- 
fteps which the waters have overflown and obliterated. 


Genera, REFLECTIONS on Pfal, LXXVIL 


"The ufe we are to make of this pfalm, is to ‘look upon the bleffing of 
God as the {pring of all the temporal and fpiritual goods that 
mey contribute ‘to render us happy, and to pray continually to 
him (on behalf of ourfelves and others) faying, God be merciful 
so us; and blefs us, and caufe his face to fhine upon us; that we 


3 


10 They kept not the covenant of God, andrefufed 
to walt ‘in his law ; 

11 And forgat his works, and his wonders that he 
had fhewed them. 

12 Marvellous things did he in the fight of their fa- 
thers, in the land of Egypt, zz the field of Zoan. 

13 He divided the fea, and caufed them to pafs 
punugh and he made the waters to ftand as an 

eap. 

14 In the daytime alfo he led them with a cloud, and 
all the night with a light of fire. 

15 He clave the rocks in the wildernefs, and gave 
them drink as out of the great depths. ; 

16 He brought ftreams alfo out of the rock, and. 
caufed waters to run down like rivers. 

17 And they finned yet more againft him by pro- 
voking the molt high in the wildernefs. 

18 And they tempted God in their heart by afking 
meat for their luft. 

19 Yea, they fpake againft God; they faid, Can 
God furnifh a table in the wildernefs ? ' 

20 Behold, hefmote the rock, that the waters gufhed 
out, and the ftreams overflowed; can he give bread 
alfo ? can he provide Heih for his people? 

21 Therefore the Lorp lreard this, and was wroth: 
foa fire was kindled againft Jacob, and anger alfu came 
up againft Ifrael ; 

22 Becaufe they belicved not in God, and trufted 
not in his falvation : 

23 Though he had commanded the clouds from 
above, and opened the doors of heaven, 

24 And had rained down manna upon them to eat, 
and had given them of the corn of heaven. 

25 Man dicleat angels’ food: he fent them meat to 
the full. ; 

26 He caufed an eaft wind to blow in the heaven: 
and by his power he brought in the fouch wind. 

27 He rained fleth alfo upon them as duft, and fea- 
thercd fow!s like as the fand of the fea: 

28 And he let it fall in the midft of their camp, 
round about their habitations. 

29 So they did eat, and were well filled : for he gave 
them their own defire: 

30 They were not eftranged from their luft. 
while their meat was yet in their mouths, 

1 The wrath of God came upon them, and flew 


But 


. the fatteft of them, and fmote down the chofen men 


of Ifrael. 

32 For all this they finned ftill, and believed not 
for his wondrous works. 

33 Therefore their days did he confume in vanity, 
and their years in trouble. 

34 When he flew them, then they fought him: and 
they returned and enquired early after God. 

35 And they remembered that God was their rock, 
and the high God their redcemcer. 

36 Neverthelefs they did flatter him with their 
mouth, and they lied unto him with their tongues. : 

37 For 


an ne 
may be all enlightened with his knowledge, and that his name may 
be univerfally praifed. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on PSAL LXXVIII. 


2 J will open my mouth in a parable, &c.] will abundantly inform 
you of the moft remarkable paffages of God’s providence in former: 
times, which are more worthy your Knowledge than the skill of re- 
folving the obfcureft myfteries. 

5 Hor he eftablifeed a teflimony, &¢.] When God gave us the law, 
he made it a particular injun@tion, that they fhould be careful to leave 
the knowledge of thefe things as a facred legacy or inheritance untg 
their children. 

Q The children of Ephraim, &c.} The Ephraimites, though a va- 


f liant tribe and excellent archers, ran away, and in a fhamefui manner 


were chafed by their enemies. ‘ 
. 12 Zoan,] Zoan is probably here only another appellation for the 
land of Egypt, by taking, poetically, a part for the whole. 

25 Angels’ food, ze] Becaufe it was prepared by the miniftry of 
angels, and fent from-heaverg the pac of their habitation. 

33 Therefore their days, &c.] For which reafon he refolved they 
fhould never reach the promifed Jand, but fhould die waadering in 


the wildernefs, 
, 39 He 


The ftory of Ifrael’s rebellions. 


PSALMS. The defolation of ferufal CMs 
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4 For their heart was not right with him, neither 
were they ftedfaft in his covenant, : : 

38 But he Zeng full of compaffion, forgave /4cir 
iniquity, and deftroyed shem not: yea, many a time 
turned he his anger away, and did not_ftir up all-his 
wrath. os 
% 39 For he remembered that they were but flefh; a 
wind that paffeth away, and cometh not again. _ 

40 How oft did they provoke him in the wilder- 
nefs, and grieye him in the defert! a 

41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and li- 
mited the Holy One of Ifrael. 

42 They remembered not his hand, zor the day 
when he delivered them from the enemy. 

43 How he had wrought his figns in Egypt, and his 
wonders in the field of Zoan: 

44 And had turned their rivers into blood ; and 
their floods, that they could not drink, . 

45 He fent divers forts of flies among them, which 
devoured them ; and frogs which deftroyed them. 

46 He gave alfo their increafe unto the caterpiller, 
and their labour unto the locuft. 

47 He deftroyed their vines with hail, and their fy- 
camore trees with froft. 

48 He gave up their cattle alfo to the hail, and their 
flocks to hor thunderbolrts. 

49 He caft upon them the fiercenefs of his anger, 
wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by fending evil 
angels among them. 

50 He made a way to his anger; he {pared not their 
foul from death, but gave their life over to the pefti- 


lence ; 


: sr And {mote all their firftborn in Egypt; the chief 


of /heir ftrength in the tabernacles of Ham: 

$2 But made his own people to go forth like fheep, 
and guided them in the wildernefs like a flock. 

53 And he led them on fafely, fo that they feared 
not: but the fea overwhelmed their enemies. 

54 And he brought them to the borders of his fanc- 
tuary, even io this mountain, which his right hand had 
purchafed. ; 

55 He caft out the heathen alfo before them, and 
divided them an inheritance by line, and made the tribes 
of Ifrael to dwell in their tents. 

56 Yer they tempted and provoked the moft high 
God, and kept not his teftimonies : 

_ §7 Burt turned back and dealt unfaithfully like their 
fathers : they were turned afide like a deceitful bow. 

58 For they provoked him ro anger with their high 
places, and moved him to jealoufy with their graven 
images. 

59 When God heard /his, he was wroth, and greatly 
abhorred Ifrael : 

60 So that he forfook the tabernacle of Shiloh, the 
tent which he placed among men; 

61 And delivered his ftrength into captivity, and 
his glory into the enemy’s hand. 

62 He gave his people over alfo unto the {word ; and 
was wroth with his inheritance. ‘ 

63 The fire confumed their young men; and their 
maidens were not given to marriage. 
eT a TI SR A PY ae 

39 He remembered that they were but flefo, &c.] He confidered that 
they would continue only a fhort time here, would foon moulder into 
duft, and vanith Jike a blaft of wind. 

41 And limited the Holy Oxe of Tfrael.] They would fubje&t God to 
their own wills, meafure his power by their capacity, and prefcribe his 
works within certain bounds of times, means, and other circumftances, 

57 They were turned afide, like a deceitful bow.) Like an ill made 
bow, which never fends the arrow to its mark, fo their minds and 
hearts being depraved, would turn afide into crooked ways, and not 


be dire&ted according to the will of God. 
64 Their widows made no lamentation.] Their wives. oppreffed 
with grief, did not long furvive to make any public funeral for 


khem. 
66 Inthe binder parts.] Namely, with the painful and fhameful 


difeafe of emrods. 
GENERAL RerteectTions on Pfal. LXXVIII. 
In this pfalm are three things chiefly to be obferved; namely, the 
No. gz. ; 


64 Their priefts fell by the {word ; and theit widows 
made no lamentation. } 

66 Then the Lorn awaked as one out of fleep, and 
likea mighty man that fhouteth by reafon of wine. 

66 And he fmote his enemies in the hinder part: 
and put them to a perpetual reproach. 

67 Moreover he refufed the tabernacle of Jofeph, 
and chofe not the tribe of Ephtaim: : 

68 But chofe the tribe of Judah, rhe mount Zion 
which he loved. 

69 And he built his fan@uary like high palaces, like 
the earth which he hath eftablifhed for ever. 

70 He chofe David alfo his fervant, and took him 
from the fheepfolds: 

71 Frorh following the ewes great with young he 
brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Ifrael his 
inheritance. 

72 So he fed them according to the integrity of his 
heart ; and guided them by the ikilfulnefs of his hangs: 


PSAL. LXXIX. 


1 Lhe pfalnift complaineth of the defolation of Ferufilents 
8 eo Sor deliverance, 13 and promifeth thats 


SJielue)s. 
A Pfalm of Afaph. 


God, the heathen are come inte thine inheritance } 
thy holy temple have they detiled ; they have 
laid Jerufalem on heaps, 

2 The dead bodies of thy fervants have they give™ 
to de meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the ftleth or 
thy faints uhto the beafts of the earth. 

Their blood have they thed like water round aboue 
Jerufalem ; and there was none to bury them. 

4 Weare become a reproach to our neighbours, a 
fcorn and derifion to them that are round about us. 

5 How long, Lorn? wilt thou be angry for ever? 
fhall thy jealoufy burn like fire? 

6 Pour out thy wrath upon the heathen that have not 
known thee, and upon the kingdoms-that have not 
called upon thy name. : 

7 For they have devoured Jacob, and Iaid wafte his 
dwelling place. 

8 O remember not againft us former iniquities : let 
thy tender mercies {pecdily prevent us: for we are 
brought very low. 

9 Help us, O God of our falvation, for the glory of 
thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our fins, 
for thy name’s fake. : 

10 Wherefore fhould the heathen fay, Where #s their 
God ? Iet him be known among the heathen in our 
fight 4y the revenging of the blood of thy fervants 
which zs fhed. 

rr Let the fighing of the prifoner come before thee; 
according to the greatnefs of thy power preferve thou 
thofe that are appointed to die ; 

12 And render unto our neighbours fevenfold into 
their bofom their reproach, wherewith they have re- 
proached thee, O Lorp. 

13 So we thy people and fheep of thy pafture will 
give thee thanks for ever: we will fhew forth thy praife 


to all genérations, 
PSAL, 


SLE TTPO ERIC SPOTS NCAR EE 


favour of God to and fupport of the Jews ; their fins, frequent mur- 
murings, and ingratitude ; and the chaftifement which God inflited 
on them, not only in the wildernefs, but in Canaan. Thefe are ex- 
amples to us, to remember inceffantly the great goodnefs of God 
to us, and to dread ingratitude, and incurring the fevere judgments 
he pours on thofe who abufe his favours. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, LXXIX. 

7 For they have devoured Facob, &c.]) They were indeed the in- 
ftruments of thy vengeance, but executed their commiffion with fuch 
cruelty, that not content with the conqueft of Ifrael, they have endea- 
voured our toral extirpation. : 

11 Preferve thox thofe that are appointed to die.| The Septuagint and 
Vulgate read, Preferve the childres of thofe who have been murdered, 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LXXIX, 


“This pfalm teaches us, that God does not {pare his church when 


guilty, but fometimes punifhes it with great feverity ; therefore 
61 we 





The pfalmift complaineth of his affliction. 


: PSAL. Gar te 
1 The pfalmif?s complaint. 8 God's former favours are 
turned into judements: 14 4 prayer for ec raae 


To the chief Mufician upon Shofhannim-Eduth, 
A Pfalm of Afaph. 


IVE ear, O Shepherd of Ifrael, thou that leadeft 
Jofeph like a flock; thou that dwelleft setween 
the cherubims, fhine forth. | ; 

2 Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manaffeh ftir 
up thy ftrength, and come and fave us. : 

Turn us again, O God, and caufe thy face to fhine; 
and we fhall be faved. : 

4 O Lorp God of hofts, how long wilt thou be an- 
gry againft the prayer of thy people? 

“» Thou feedeit them with the bread of tears; and 

iveft them tears to drink in great meafure. 

6 Thou makeft usa itrife oe os neighbours: and 

emies laugh among themfelves. 

a us seein, O God of hofts, and caufe thy 

face to thine ; and we fhall be faved. 

8 Thou haft brought a vine out of Egypt: thou 
haft caft out the heathen, and planted it. j : 

g Thou preparedft yoom before it, and didft caufe it 
to take deep root, and it filled the land. ; 

10 The hills were covered with the fhadow of it, 
and the boughs thereof were éike the goodly cedars. 

11 She fent out her boughs unto the fea, and her 

hes unto the river. 

pee Why haft thou then broken down her hedges, fo 

that all they which pafs by the way do pluck her? 

12 The boar out of the wood doth wafte it, and the 
wild beaft of the tield doth devour it. 

- Return, we befeech thee, O God of hofts : look 
down from heaven, and behold, and vifit this vine; 

1g And the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
planted, and the branch ¢bat thou madeft ftrong for 
thyfelf. 45. 

16 It is burned with fire, 7# 7s cut down: they pe- 
rifh at the rebuke of thy countenance. ; 

17 Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, 
upon the fon of man whom thou madeft ftrong for thy- 
* felf. 

Te So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, 

and we will call upon thy name. “ 
1g Turn us again, O Lorp God of hofts, cauf# thy 

face to fhine; and we fhall be faved. 
PSA L, LXXXI. : 

x An exbortativi to ie Hie God. 4 God challengeth that 
duty by reafon of his benefits, and exhorts his people to 
obedience. 

To the chief Mufician upon Gittith, 4 P/alm of Afaph. 


er 


we fhould implore the mercy of God in its behalf, and endeavour 
to avert his judgments by repentance and turning from our fins, 
which he will then pardon for the glory of his name, and ftop the 
jnfults and blafphemies of its enemies. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. LXXX. 
8 Thou haf? brought avine, &e, Thou once tranfplantedit us, like 

a choice vine, out of Egypt into this country. 

10 Goodly cedars.] The cedars of God. 

11 Ber boughs unto the fea; and her branches unto the river.) The 
empire extended itfelf from the Mediterranean fea to the river Eu- 

rates. 

ae The boar out of the cvood, &e.] ‘The king of Affyria, like a 

wild boar, hath Inid it waite. ; 

17 Upon the man of thy right band, &c.] Upon the king, whom 

God had endued with courage and refolution to defend them. 

Generat Rerrectrions on Pfal. LXXX. 

We have here reprefented to us the defolation of the Jews, and the fad 
condition they were in at that time ; we fhould therefore confider, 
that if fuch things happened to the Jewith church, we ought not 
to wonder if the Chriftian.be affli€ted and perfecuted ; efpecially 
fince Jefus Chrift has foretold that it fhould be fo; we fhould there- 
fore humble ourfelves under the mighty hand of God, that he may 
exalt us in due time. 

* COMMENTARY axn NOTES on PSAL. LXXXI. 

” “Afaph, who lived in the time of David, is fuppofed to be the author 
of Bue pfalm, which feems to have been compofed for the feaft of 
trumpets, held on the firft day of the feventh month. 


PSALMS. 





An exhortation to praife God. 


SS aloud unto God our ftrength: make a joyful 
noife unto the God of Jacob. 

2 Take a pfalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the 
pleafant harp with the pfaltery. 

3 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time 
appointed, on our folemn feaft day. - 

4 For this was a ftatute for Ifrael, anda law of thé 
God of Jacob. 

5 This he ordained in Jofeph for a teftimony, when 
he went out through the land of Egypt: where I heard 
a language that I underftood not. 

6 I removed his fhoulder from the burden: his 
hands were delivered from the pots. 

7 Thou cailedft in trouble, and I delivered thee ; 
I anfwered thee in the fecret place of thunder: I proved 
thee at the waters of Meribah. Selah. 

8 Hear, O my people, and I will teftify unto thee: 
O Ifrael, if thou wilt hearken unto me; ; 

g There fhall no ftrange god be in thee; neither fhale 
thou worfhip any ftrange god. 

10 I amthe Lorp thy God, which brought thee out 
of the Jand of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and E 
will fill it. A 

1r But my people would not hearken to my voice; 
and Ifrael would none of me. 

12 So JI gave them up unto their own hearts’ luft ; 
and they walked in their own counfels. 

13 Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and 
Ifrael had walked in my ways! 

14. I fhould foon have fubdued their enemies, and 
turned my hand againft their adverfaries. : 

15 The haters of the Lorp fhowd have fubmitted 
themfelves unto him: but their time fhould have en- 
dured for ever. 

16 He fhould have fed them alfo with the fineft of 
the wheat: and with honey out of the rock fhould I 
have fatistied thee. 

PSAL. LXXXII. 
t The pfalmifl having exhorted the judges, 5 and reproved 
their mifcondud, 8 pease. Ged to jelge. 
A Pfalm of Afaph. 
‘OD ftandeth in the congregation of the mighty ; 
he judgeth among the goas. . 

2 How long will ye judge unjuftly, and accept the 
perfons of the wicked? Selah. 

3 Defend the poor and fatherlefs: do juftice to the 
afflicted and needy. 

4 Deliver the poor and needy: rid ‘bem out of the 


_ hand of the wicked. 


5 They know not, neither will they underftand; 
they walk on in darknefs: all the foundations of the 


earth are out of courfe. 
6 I have 





3 Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, &c.) The feaft of the new 
moon (being the firft moon in the year) was alfo proclaimed to the 
people by the found of trumpets, and this cuftom is ftill obferved among 
the Mahometans. 

15 But their time, &c.] This is, But the time of my people. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LXXXI. 


We may obferve very plainly in this pfalm, that God is always dif 
pofed to load men with his favours; that he offers them grace ; that 
he defires nothing but their welfare and falvation ; and that men are 
miferable, it is becaufe they will not hear his voice, but harden their 
hearts wilfully ; till they were at length abandoned to their impeni- 
tency and deprived of the effects of his love. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. LXXXII. 


This pfalm was compofed by Afaph the feer, in the days of Heze- 
kiah, to admonith the judges of their duty, and to reform the abufes 
which had crept in their civil judicature. nes 

1 God fandeth in.) Remember, O ye judges, whofe minifters you 
are, and confider, that as God obferves what you do, {o he will cal 
you to a ftri& account, and feverely punifh you if you judge unrigh- 
teous judgments. 7 ? =, 

Among the gods.) “Elohim, gods. This appellation’ (ufed to exprefs 
the Trinity) is-given to judges and rulers, to denote that tho fountain 
of their power was from the Moft High, and to remind them, in the 
exercife of their authority, that they were his reprefentatives. 7 

5 The foundations of the earth avere out of courfe.| * The foundations 
of the kingdoms are fhaken, which are juffice and truth. 


6,772 





Acomplaint agatnft the enemies of Ifracd. PSALMS. The plalmift prayeth for mercy. 


6 TE have faid, Ye are gods; and all of you are chil- 
dren of the moft high. 

7 But ye fhall die like men, and fall like one of the 
princes, ; 

8 Arife, O God, judge the earth: for thou fhalt in- 
herit all nations. 

= Inf P A ue Gad ofa unfed 
1 The pfatmif? complaineth to Ged of a confederacy amoung 

ees of Irae! : 9 he Oe aeeep. them. . 
A Song or Pfalm of Afaph. 
EEP not thou filence, OQ God: hold not thy 
peace, and be not ftill, O God. 

2 For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they 
that hate thee have lifted up the head. 

3 They have taken crafty counfel againft thy people, 
and confulred againft thy hidden ones. 

4 They have faid, Come, and let us cut them off 
from deing a nation; that the name of Efrael may be no 
more in remembrance. . 

5 For they have confulted together with one confent: 
they are confederate againft thee: 

6 The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ifhmaelites ; of 
Moab, and the Hagarenes ; 

4 Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek ; the Philiftines 
with the inhabitants of Tyre ; 

8 Affur alfo is joined with them: they have holpen 
the children of Lot. Sclah. , 

9 Do unto them as zxfo the Midianites ; as fo Sifera, 
as zo Jabin, at the.brook of Kifon: 

10 Which perifhed at En-dor: they became as dung 
for the earth. 

11 Make their nobles like Oreb, and like Zeeb: yea, 
al] their princes as Zebah, and as Zalmunna: 

12 Who faid, Let us take to ourfelves the houfes of 
God in poffeffion. 

13, O my God, make them like a wheel ; as the ftub- 
ble before the wind. 

14 As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame fet- 
teth the mountains on fire; 

15 So perfecute them with thy tempeft, and make 
them afraid with thy ftorm. 

16 Fill their faces with thame; that they may feek 
thy name, O Lorp. , 

17 Let them be confounded and troubled for ever ; 
yea, let them be put to fhame, and perifh : 

18 That mex may know that thou, whofe name alone 
ts JEHOVAH, art the moft high over all the earth, 

PSA L. LXXXIV. 
1 The pfalmift longing for the rome worfbip: 8 he prayeth 
to be rcftored to it. 
To the chief Mufician upon Gittith, A Pfalm for the 
fons of Korah. 
OW amiable are thy tabernacles, O Lorp of 
hofts! 





6,7 Lf have faid, Ye are gods, and ye are, &c.] Ihave put my 
majefty upon you, and raifed you to great dignity on earth; but fince 
you have no regard to me nor your office, I will have as little regard 
to you, for you fhall perith like common men, without any refpect to 
your honour, and be thrown down from your feats, like the tyrants and 
cruel oppreffors that have been before you. 

Geweraut Rerunecrrons on Plat. LXXXIL 
We learn from hence, that it is the duty and intereft of magiftrates 
to remember, that although they are fet above others, yet they 
‘ themfelves muft die One day, and, with the reft of mankind, appear 
before the fupreme Judge, to give an account of all their a&tions, 
and whether they had adminiftered juftice with uprightneft, and as 

God’s vicegerents. ; 

“COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. LXXXUI. 

6,7, 8 The tabcrnacles of Edom, &c.| Thofe warlike nations the 
Edomites and Iraelites who dwell in tents, are engaged in this enter- 

rize 3 and combined with them are the Moabites, Gebalites, Amale- 
sites, Philiftines, Tyrians, and Affyrians. 

13 Make thei like a wheel, &c.] Unitable as a wheel which is 
eafily precipitated from the lofty mountains : fome commentators read, 
Like thiftle-down; which correfponds better with ftubble in the next 
fentence. 

Generau REFLEcTIOoNS on Pfal. LEXXIIT. 


We hence fee, that God defeats the contrivances of thofe who feek 
the ruin‘of his church, and that he fupports it againft all the oppo- 


fitions of its numerous, powerful, and malicious enemies, 
: I 





2 My foul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lorn; my heart and my flefh cricth out for the 
living God. : 

3 Yea, the fparrow hath found an houfe, and the 
{wallow aneft for herfelf, where fhe may lay her young, 
oo altars, O Loxp of,hofts, my King, and my 

od. . 

4 Bleffed ave they that dwell in thy houfe: they will 
be ftill praifing thee. Selah. 

5 Bleffed és the man whofe ftrength is in thee; in 
whofe heart are the ways of ibem. , 

6 Wbo paffing through the valley of Baca make ita 
well; the rain alfo filleth the Pools. 

7 They go from ftrength to ftrength, every one of 
them in Zion appeareth. before God. 

8 O Lorn God of hofts, hear my prayer : give ear, 
© God of Jacob. Selah. 

9g Behold, O God our fhield, and look upon the face 
of thine anointed. « 

10 For a day in thy courts 7s better than a rhoufand. 
I had rathcr be a doorkeeper in the houfe of my God, 
than to dwell in the tents of wickednefs.* 

11 For the Lorp God is a funand fhield: the Lorp 
will give grace and glory: no good hing will he with- 
hold from them that walk uprightly. 

12 O Lorp of hofts, bleffed 7s rhe man that crufteth 
in thee, 

PSA L. LXXXV. 


i The pfalnif? prayeth for mercy: 8 he promif:th to wait 
ed's anfwer. 
To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm for the fons of Korah. 


To thou haft been favourable unto rhy land : 
thou haft broughr back the captivity of Jacob. 

2 Thou haft forgiven the iniquity of thy people, 
thou haft covered all their fin. Selah. 

3 Thou haft taken away all thy wrath: thou haft 
turned /hy/e/f from the fiercenefs of thine anger. 

4. Turn us, O God of our falvation, and caufe thine 
anger toward us to ceafe. 

5 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou 
draw out thine anger to all generations ? 

6 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy People 
may rejoice in thee? 

7, Shew us thy mercy, O Lorp, and grant us thy 
falvation. 

8 I will hear what God the Lorn will fpeak: for he 
will fpeak peace unto his people, and to his faints : but 
let them not turn again to folly. 

9 Surely his falvation is nigh them that fear him ; 
that glory may dwell in our Jand. 

10 Mercy and truth are met together; righreoufnefs 
and peace have kiffed each orher. 

ar Truth 


ee een: 
COMMENTARY asxvo NOTES on PSAL. LXXXIV. 


_4 Yea, the fparrow, &c.}] It grieves me, © Lord, to fee the very 
birds enjoy that liberty which is denied to me, who am here lamenting 
my diftance from thee, when the fparrows and the ring-doves have 
their continual undifturbed refidence at thy houfe. 

6, 7 Who paling through the valley of Baca, make it a well, &0. 
‘* OF Baca,” that is, of mulberry trees, which delight in a dry fail 
The meaning is, that though the pious meet with many difficulties 
equal to the want of water in dry places, they yet overcome them all 
with the ardency of their zeal, and pafs the thirfty valley as chearfully 
as if it abounded with pleafant fprings ; and depending upon God as 
the fountain of their defires, receive from him the blefling of plentiful 
and feafonable showers to refrefh them in their journey. 


General REFLECTIONS on Pfal. LXXXIV, 


The fervent devotion that David fhews here, teaches us, 
thould with for nothing with fo much earneftnefs as to tee “God 
in fpirit and in truth; that this is the greatet happinels, and 
fiveeteft comfort, we can enjoy in this world; and that it is better 
to pafs one day in the houfe of God, than to poffefs all poffible ad- 
vantages on earth, 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. LXXXV. 
8 I will bear what Ged the Lord will peak, &c.] I will wait 
paticntly upon the Lord, the jndge of the world, for a gracious an~ 

fwer to my ‘prayers. 
10 Mercy and truth are met together, 8c.) This cannot perfeally 
agree with any rill the Meffiah’s reign; for the meaning is, that 
God's 





David imploreth God’s aid. 


1r Truth fhall {pring out of the earth; and righ- 
.teoufnefs fhall look down from heaven. 

12 Yea, the Lorn fhall give that which is good ; and 
our land fhall yield her increafe. 

13 Righteoufnefs fhall go before him ; and fhall fet 
us in the way of his fteps. 

PSAL. LXXXVI. 
1 David imploreth God's aid becaufe of his need and reli- 
gious faith; 5 and of the power and goodnefs of God. 
A Prayer of David. 
Bo down thine ear, O Lorp, hear me: for I am 
poor and needy. 

2 Preferve my foul; for I am holy: O thou my 
God, fave thy fervant that trufteth in thee. 

3 Be merciful unto me, O Lorn: for I cry unto 
thee daily. 

4 Rejoice the foul of thy fervant: for unto thee,O 
‘Lorp, do | lift up my foul. 

- 5 For thou, Lorp, art good, and ready to forgive; 
ie plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
thee. 

6 Give ear, O Lorn, unto my prayer ; and attend 
to the voice of my fupplications. 

7 In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: 
for thou wilt anfwer me. : 

8 Among the gods there is none like unto thee, O 
Lorn; neither are there any works like unto thy works. 

g All nations whom thou haft made fhall come and 
worthip before thee, O-Lorp; and thall glorify thy 
name. 

io For thou art great, and doeft wondrous things : 
thou art God alone. 

11 Teach me thy way, O Lorp: I will walk in thy 
truth: unite my heart to fear thy name. 

12 I will praife thee, O Lorp my God, with all my 
heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore. 

13 For great zs thy mercy toward me: and thou haft 
delivered my foul from the loweft hell. 

14 O God, the proud are rifen againft me, and the 
affemblies of violent men have fought after my foul ; 
and have not fet thee before them. 

15 But thou, O Lorn, art a God full of compaffion, 
and gracious, long fuffering, and plenteous in mercy 
and truth. 

._ 16 O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me; give 
thy ftrength unto thy fervant, and fave the fon of thine 
handmaid. 

' 17 Shew me a token for good; that they which hate 
me may fee zt, and be afhamed: becaufe thou, Lorn, 
haft holpen me, and comforted ‘me. 

PSAL, LXXXVI, 
1 The feat and glory of the church: 4. the honourable dif- 
tin€tion of its members. 





4” God’s tags fhall be fo largely fpread abroad, that it fhall be fully j 
al 


‘anfweyable to thofe large promifes which were formerly made by his 


truth. 
Genergau RerLrectrions on Pfal. LXXXV. 


In this pfalm are thefe two principal inftructions : That God makes 
his people feel the effects oF his wrath for the punifhment of their 
fins ; but as foon as he fees his people humbled, he is appeafed, and 
they are delivered; then he pours down upon them his moft pre- 
cious bleffings, both temporal and {piritual. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL, LXXXVL 


2 For Iam holy, &c.) Or, For I am merciful; that is, I have 
been merciful to others in their diftreffes: be thou merciful, O God> 
to me in mine! 

8, Among the gods there is none like unto thee, &c.} Nothing is too 
hard for thee, nor art thou unwilling to do more kindneffes for us, 
becaufe thon haft already done fo many: but thou dof incomparably 
excel all thofe that are worfhipped in the world as gods, who are not 
able fo much as to help and preferve themfelves. See 5 Cor. viii, 5,6. 

- 13 The lowe? bell.) The grave, or the ftate of death. 


GENERAL ReEFLiecTions on Plal. LXXXVI. 


This fupplicatory pfalm teaches us, that when we are in affli@ion 
4 and diftrefs, we fhould call God to our aid, with a firm confidence 
_ Gin his mercy and power, which he always difplays towards thofe 
‘that afk it; and that we ought, above all things, to beg of God 
yace to walle in his ways, continually to pray unto him, and cele- 
sate hie praifes. 
£ ~ 4 7 3 


PSALMS. 








The feat and glory of the church, 


A Pfalm or Song for the fons of Korah, 

H* foundation 7s in the holy mountains. 

2 The Lorp loveth the gates of Zion more than 
all the dwellings of Jacob. 
- 3 Glorious things are fpoken of thee, O city of God. 

Selah..- 

4 Iwill make mention of Rahab and Babylon to 
them that know me: behold Philiftia, and Tyre, with 
Ethiopia; this man was born there. ‘ 

5 And of Zion it fhall be faid, This and that man 
was born in her: and the higheft kimfelf fhall eftablifh 
her. 

6 The Lorn fhall count, when he writeth up the 
people, that this an was born there. Selah. 

7 As well the fingers as the players on inftruments 
Shall be there: all my {prings are in thee. 

PSAL. LXXXVIII. 
“4 prayer containing a grievous complaint. 

A Song or Pfalm for the fons of Korah, to the chief 
Mutfician upon Mahalath Leannoth, Mafchil of He- 
man the Ezrahite. 

O Lorp God of my falvation, I have cried day and 

night before thee: 

2 Let my praycr come before thee: incline thine 
ear unto my cry; 

3 For my foul is full of troubles: and my life 
draweth nigh unto the grave. 

4 lam counted with them that go down into the 
pit: Iam as a man that hath no firength : 

5 Free among the dead, like the flain that liein the 
grave, whom thou remembereift no more: and they are 
cut off from thy hand. 

6 Thou haft laid me in the lowelt pit, in datknefs, 
in the deeps. ; 

7 Thy wrath lieth hard upon me, and thou haft 
afflicted me with all thy waves. Selah. 

8 Thou haft put away mine acquaintance far from 
me; thou haft made me an abomination unto them: L 
am fhut up, and I cannot come forth. 

9 Mine eye mourneth by reafisn of affli@ion : Lorn, 
T have called daily upon thee, I have ftretched out my 
hands unto thee. 

10 Wilt thou fhew wonders tc the dead? thall the 
dead arife and praife thee? Selah. 

11 Shall thy lovingkindnefs be declared in the grave? 
or thy faithfulnefs in deftrudtion ? ; 

12 Shall thy wonders be known in the dark? and 
thy righteoufnefs in the land of forgetfulnefs ? 

13 But unto thee have I cried, O Lorn; and in the 
morning fhall my prayer prevent thee. 

14 Lorp, why cafleft thou off my foul? why hideft 
thou thy face from me? 

S 15 I am 
err ee reenererasnverpunn ean 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES own PSAL. LXXXVII. 
4 Iwill make mention, &c.) Taking a furvey of all my people, 
Iwill add the Gentiles unto them, calling them te the knowledge of 
me by my gofpel, and regenerating them in my church, holding them 
in the fame degree with the Ifraelites, as true children of my covenant. 

7_ As well the fingers, &c.] In-+thee, O city, favoured by the Mott 
High, fhall be found multitudes of excellent perfons, eminent in their 


kind; nor fhall a continual fucceffion of fuch be ever wanting, but 
fhall follow each other as water from a perennial fpring. 


Generar Rerurctrions on Pal. LXXXVII. 

The Holy Ghott foretels in this pfalm, that the pagans, and the moft 
diftant nations, fhould he one day admitted into the divine covenant, 
and numbered among the worfhippers of the true God. This has 
happened by the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and is that hap- 
pinefs which we ourfelves partake of, and for which we ought to 
return continual thanks to God. 

COMMENTARY and NOTES on PSAL. LXXXVIII. 
Mabalath Leannoth, &c.] ‘* Mahalath” is the name of a wind- 

inftrument, fuch as flutes, pipes, &c. and * Leannoth” fignifies, by 

turns, or interchangeably, denoting the manner in which this pfalm 
was to be performed, the fingers alternately anfwering one another ; 

Mafchil is the name of the time to which it was to be fung. Some 

pe in this pfalm, may be applied to our Saviour’s death, and 

urial in the grave, and is therefore appointed by our church as part 
of the fervice of Good Friday. 

10 Wilt thou foewe wonders to the dead? &s.] Hatten, O my God, 
to deliver me, if thou intendeft any kindnefs to me; otherwife I fhall 
prefently perifh, and then, without the greateft miracle, there js no 
help for me. 





“ GENERAL 


’ 


God promifed favour to David. 


15 I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth 
up: while I fuffer thy terrors I am diftracted. 

16 Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have 
cut me off, 

17 They came round about me daily like water; they 
compaffied me about together. 

18 Lover and friend haft thou put far from me, and 
mine acquaintance into darknefs. 

PSAL. LXXXIX. 

x The pfaimift praifeth God for his covenant: 5 for his 
mighty power: 15 for his care of his people: 19 for 
his promifed favour to the kingdom of David. 

Mafchil of Ethan the Ezrahite. 
Will fing of the mercies of the Lorp for ever: 
with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulnefS 
to all generations. ; 
2 For £ have faid, Mercy fhall be built up for ever: 


thy faithfulnefs thalt thou eftablifh in the very heavens. 


3 I have made a covenant with my chofen, I have 
{worn unto David my fervant. 

4 Thy feed will I eitablifh for ever, and build up thy 
throne to all generations. Selah. 

5 And the heavens fhall praife thy wonders, O 
Lorn: thy faithfulnefs alfo in the congregation of the 
faints. 

6 For who in the heaven can be compared unto the 
Lorn? who among the fons of the mighty can be 
likened unto the Lorp? 

7 God is greatly to be feared in the affembly of the 
faints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are 
about him. . 

8 OLorp God of hofts, who is a ftrong Lorn like 
unto thee? or to thy faithfulnefs round about thee? 

9 Thouruleft the raging of the fea : when the waves 
thereof arife, thou ftilleft them. ; 

10 Thou haft broken Rahab in pieces; as one that 
is flain; thou haft feattered thine enemies with thy 
ftrong arm. 

rr The heavens are thine, the earth alfo zs thine: as 
Jor the world and the fulnefs thereof, theu haft founded 
them. ' 

12 The north and the fouth thou hait created them: 
Tabor and Hermon fhall rejoice in thy name. 

13 Thou haft a mighty arm: ftrong is thy hand, 
end high is thy right hand. 

14 Juftice and judgment are the habitation of thy 
‘throne: mercy and truth fhall go before thy face. 

15 Bleffed 7s the people that know the joyful found: 
they fhall walk, O Loxp, in the light of thy coun- 
tenance. 

16 In thy name fhall they rejoice all the day: and 
in thy righteoufnefs fhall they be exalted. 

17 For thou ert the glory of their ftrength: and in 
thy favour our horn fhall be exalted. 

18 For the Lorp zs our defence; and the Holy One 
of Ifrael zs our king. 

19 Then thou {pakelt in vifion to thy holy one, and 
faidit, I have laid help upon one that is mighty; I have 
exalted ove chofen out of the people. 

20 Thave found David my fervant; with my holy 
oi] have J anointed him: 

21 With whom my hand fhall be eftablifhed: mine 
arm alfo fhall ftrengthen him. , 

22 The enemy fhall not exact upon him; nor the 
fon of wickednefs afflict him. . ; 





Generar Rervuections on Pfal. LXXXVIIL. 


Thofe afflited perfons, who fear God, fhould meditate on this pfalm, 
and not be difcouraged when they find fears without, and are trou- 
bled within for want of comfort, and alfo by the terrors they feel 
in their fouls; but they ought to reprefent to God thefr fad’ con- 
dition, and wait with patience for his confolation, which he will 
not fail to give them in his own time. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL, LXXXIX. 


4 Thy feed will I ftablifo for ever, &c.] Thefe words (as well 
as the fubject matter of the pfalm) are teo great to have their com- 
pletion in Solomon, and therefore muft relate to the Meffiah: the 
pfalmift diltinguifhes between David’s feed and his fons: by the 
fone he means the Meffiah; by the latter, his defcendents : to his 

No, 42. 


PSALMS. 


23 And I will beat down his foes before his face, 
and plague them that hate him. 

24 But my faithfulnefs and my mercy /bal/ be with 
him: and in my name fhall his horn be exalted. 

25 I will fet his hand alfo in the fea, and his right 
hand in the rivers. 

26 He jhall cry unto me, Thou art my father, my 
God, and the rock of my falvation. 

27 Alfo I will make him my, E 
the kings of the earth. ae: 

28 My mercy willI keep ete, for evermore, and 
my covenant fhall ftand faft with him. 

29 His feed alfo will I make to endare for ever, and 
his throne as the days of heaven. 

30 If his children forfake my law, and walk not ia 
my judgments ; 

31 If they break my flatutes, and keep not my 
comimandments ; 7 

32 Then willl vifit their tranfgreffion with the rod; 
and their iniquity with ftripes. 

33 Neverthelefs my lovingkindnefs will I not utterly 
take from him, nor fuffer my faithfulnefs to fail. 

34 My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing 
that is gone out of my lips. 

35 Once have I {worn by my holinefS that I will not 
lié unto David. . 

36 His feed fhall endure for ever, and his throne as 
the fun before me. 

37 It fhall be eftablifhed for ever as the moon, and 
as a faithful witnefS in heaven. Selah, 

38 But thou haft caft off and abhorred, thou haft 
been wroth with thine anointed. 

39 Thou haft made void the covenant of thy fer~ 
vant: thou halt profaned his crown dy cafting it to the 
ground. 

40 Thou haf broken down all his hedges ; thou haft 
brought his ftrong holds to ruin. 

41 All that pafs by the way fpoil him: he is a re« 
proach to his neighbours. : : 

42 Thou haft fet up the right hand of his adverfa- 
ries; thou haft made all his enemies to rejoice, 

43 Thou hatt alfo turned the edge of his fword, and 
haft not made him to ftand in the battle. 

44 Thou haft made his glory to ceafe, and caft his 
throne down to the ground. 

45 The days of his youth haft thou fhortened: thou 
haft covered him with fhame. Selah. 

46 How long, Lorp? wilt thou_ hide thyfelf for 
ever? fhall thy wrath burn like fire ? 

47 Remember how fhort my time is: wherefore haft 
thou made all men in vain? 

8 What man 7s 4e that liveth, and fhall not fee 
death? fhall he deliver his foul from the hand of the 
grave? Selah. 

49 Lorp, where are thy former lovingkindnelleg 
which thou fwareft unto David in thy truth? a 

50 Remember, Lorn, the reproach of thy fervantss 
ow I do bear in my bofom thereproach of all the mighty 

eople ; 

E : Wherewith thine enemies have reproached, O 
Lorp; wherewith they have reproached the footiteps 
of thine anointed. ; 

52 Blefled be the Lorn for evermore. 
Amen. 





orn, higher than 


Amen, and 


PSAL. 





fons, the promife is conditional ; to his feed, it is abfelute. Of the 
Meffiah, he fays, ver. 29. His feed will I make to endure for ever, 
&c.” OF his fons, he fays, ver. 30, 31. “ If his children fosfake, 
&c. If they break,.&c.” Of his feed, it follows, ver. 33 to 37° 
«« ‘Neverthelefs, my lovingkindnefs, &c.” to which the reader is 
referred. 

10 Rabab, &c.] By “ Rahab” we are to underftand Egypt. 

2 Yabor and Hermon, &c.] ‘ Tabor” was @ mountain lying 
weftward from Jerufalem, and “ Hermon” was another mountain 
lying eaftward from it. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Pfal, LXXXIX. 
The reading this pfalm fhould ftir up all Chriftians to- declare the 


lovingkindnefs of the Lord, his power and faithfulue&, which ap- 
6K pear 


A complaint of contrary events. 


A complaint of human frailty, €3¢. PSALMS. The fecurity and happinefs of the godly. 


PSAL. XC. 

1 The pfalmift declareth God’s providence ; 3 be complaineth 
of human frailty, 7 divine chaftifements, 10 and the 
JShortnefs of life: 12 he prayeth for a due fenfe of this. 

a A Prayer of Mofes the man of God. . 

ORD, thou haft been our dwelling place in all 
generations. 

2 Before theggpuntains were brought forth, or ever 
Ahou-hadft forn e earth and the world, even from 
‘everlafting to evetiiiemm, thou art God. 

3 Thouturneft MaWto'deltruction; and fayelt, Re- 
turn, ye children of men. 

. 4 For a thowfand Years in thy fight are but as yelter- 
day when it is paft, and as a watch in the night. 

§ Thou cartieft chem away as with a flood ; they are 
as afleep: in the morning. they are like grafs which 
_groweth up. 

6 In the morning.it flourifheth, and groweth up ; 
in the evening it is Cyt down, and withereth. 

7 For we are confuthed by thine anger, and by thy 
avrath are we'troubled. — - 

8 Thou haft fet our iniquities before thee, our fecret 
fas in the light of thy countenance. 

9 For all our days are paffed away in thy wrath: we 
{pend our years as a tale that is told. 

10 The days of our years are threefcore years and 
ten; and ifby reafon of ftrength they de fourfcorc years, 
yet is their ftrength labour and forrow ; for it is foon 
cut off, and we fly away. . 

tr Who knoweth the power of thine anger? even 
according to thy fear, /6 7s thy wrath. 

r2 So teach ws to number our days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wifdom. 

13 Return, O Lorp, how long? and let it repent 
thee concerning thy fervants. 

14 0 fatisfy us early with thy mercy; that we may 
rejoice and be glad all our days. 

. 15 Make us glad according to the days wherein thou 

haf afflicted us, andthe years wherein we have feen evil. 

_ _16 Let thy work appear unto thy fervants, and thy 

glory unto their children. 

17 And let the beauty of the Lorp our God be upon 
us: and eftablifh thou the work of our hands upon us; 
yea, the work of our hands eftablith thou it. 

PSAL. XCI. 
The fecurity and happinefs of the godly under the divine 
é roleczion. 

E that dwelleth in the fecret place of the moft 
H high fhall abide under the fhadow of the Al- 
mighty. . 

2 I will fay of the Lorp, He is my refuge and my 
fortrefs: my God; in him will I truft. 

3 Surely he fhall deliver thee from the fnare of the 
fowler, and from. the noifom peftilence. 

4 -He fhall cover thee with his feathers, and under 









pear in the creation, in the government of the world, and of the 
marvellous things he has done im all times for the fake of his 
church ; and we are next to obferve, that a people is perfectly 
happy when God favours them with his wholefdme prefence, and 
is their buckler, their ftrength, and their glory. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. XC. 


' Here begins the fourth book of pfalms, according to the Hebrew 
divifion of them. : 

3, Return, ye children of men.) Return to the duft, of which ye 
were made. 

11 Who knoweth the porser of thine anger? &c.] Who, alas! 
‘notwithftanding all thy judgments, ferioufly lays to heart the drcad- 
ful effe&ts of thy difpleafure ! . 

12 So teach us, &c.] We befeech thee fo to influence our minds 
to confider that our days have a number, though to us unknown, 
hat the due confideration of the folernn truth may tend“to keep us 
always watchful, that we may not be overtaken by death in a 
thoughtlefs flate, and an unprepared condition ! 
> ‘13 How long ? &c.] How long wilt thou afflict us ? 

Generar Rerrectrions on Pfal. XC, 
This pfalm admonifhes us, from a view of the vanities of this prefent 
’ jife, to feek ‘after a better, and afpire to that immortality which 
is prepared for us in the heavens by Jefus Chrift our Lord ; there- 
fore Jet us beg of God, shat while we remain in this world, he: 
ee 3 : 


his wings fhalt thou truft : his truth frail be thy fhield 
and buckler. 

5 Thou fhalt not be afraid for the terror by night ; 
nor for the arrow that lieth by day ; 

6 Nor for the peftilence that walketh in darknefs ; 
nor for the deftruction tat wafteth at noonday. 

7 A thoufand fhall fall at thy fide, and ten thoufand 
at thy right hand; dt it fhall not come nigh thee. 

8 Only with thine eyes fhalt thou behold and fee 
the reward of the wicked. 

g Becaufe thou haft made the Lorp which is my 
refuge, even the moft high, thy habitation ; 

10 There fhall no evil befall thee, neither fhall any 
plague come nigh thy dwelling. 

11 For he fhall give his angels charge over thee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways. 

12 They fhall bear thee up in ¢heir hands, left thou 
dafh thy foot againtt aftone. ~ ‘ 

13 Thou fhalt tread upon the lion and adder: the 
young lion and the dragon fhalt theu trample under 

eet. 

14 Becaufe he hath fet his love upon me, therefore 
will I deliver him: I will fet him on high, becaufe he 
hath known my name. 

15 He fhall call upon me, and I will anfwer him: I 
will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and ho- 
nour him. . 

16 With long life will I fatisfy him, and fhew him 


my falvation. 
PSAL. XCI. 
1 The prophet exhorteth to praife God, 4 for bis works, 
6 gudgments, 10 and goodnefs. 
A Pfalm or Song for the dabbath day. 

Tis @ good thing to give thanks unto the Lorn, 

and to ae praifes unto thy name, O moit high: 

2 To fhew forth thy lovingkindncfs in the morning, 
and thy faithfulnefs every night. e 

3 Upon an inftrument of ten flings, and upon the 
pfaltery ; upon the harp with a folemn found. 

4 For thou, Lorp, haft made me glad through thy 
work : I will triumph in the works of thy hands. 

5 O Lorp, how great are thy works! and thy 
thoughts are very deep. 

6 A brutifh man knoweth not; neither doth a fool 
underftand this. 

7 When the wicked {pring as the grafs, and when 
all the workers of iniquity do flourifh: 7 és that they 
fhall be deftroyed for ever : 

8 But thou, Lorn, art me? high for evermore. 

9 For, lo, thine enemies, O Lorp, for, lo, thine ene- 
mies fhall perifh ; ajl the workers of iniquity fhall be 
{cattered. 

10 But my horn fhalt thou exalt like the horn of an. 
unicorn : I fhall be anointed with frefh oil. 

11 Mine eye alfo fhall fee my de/ire on mine enemies, 

and 





would be pleafed always ¢o grant us his grace, and at all times he 
flow on us the marks of his bounty, that we may pafs our time in 
happinefs and peace. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XCI. 


3 Surely be feall delwer thee from the fuare of the he <c," 
He will deliver thee from all unfeen dangers. ~ : Sp ibiei tee. 

14, 15> 16 Becauwfe be hath fet, Se.) The Lord hath declared, 
faying, “* Becaufe he hath fet, &c.” 


Generar ReFrecrioss on Phh XCI, 


The admirable promifes herein contained-are very proper to comfort 
and encourage all fuch as fear God, and to fill them with an un- 
fpeakable joy, and an immoveable confidence, 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on PSAL. XCII. 


2 Yo foew forth thy lovingkindusft in the morning, &c.] The 
fweeteft employment in the morning, and pleafanteft encertaiament 
at night, is to commemorate and declare to 2l! how beautiful thou 
art, and how faithful in performing thy promifes to thofe who de- 
pend on thy almighty goodnefs. 

10 But my horn fealt thou exalt, &e.] But my power and autho- 
rity thou fhalt raife to a formidable height, and crown that dignity 
with fuch undifturbed joy and pleafure, as fhall prove, that the pious 
are not always miferable. 

GENERAL 


x 


The majefty of Chrift’s kingdom. _ PSALMS. Anexhortation to praife God for his greatne fs: 





14 For the Lorp will not cait off his people; neither 
will he forfake his inheritance. . 2 

15 But judgment fhall return unto righteoufnefs : 
and all the upright in heart fhall follow it. 

’ 46 Who will rife up for me againft the evildoers? or 
whowill ftand up for meagainft the workers of iniquity ? 

17 Unilefs the Lorp had been my help, my foul had 
almoft dwelt in filence. ge 

18 When I faid, My foot fli 
Lorp, ,held me up. 3 . 
’ rg Hi the multitude of my thoughts within me thy 
comforts delight my foul. _ : 

* 20 Shall the throne of iniquity have fellowfhip with. 
thee, which frameth mifchief by alaw? ~ 

21 They gather themfelves together againf the foul 
of the righteous, and condemn the innocent blood.’ 

' 22 But the Lorp is my.defence; and my God i the 
rock of my refuge. Bf 
. 23 And he fhall bring upon therh’their own iniquity, 
and fhall cut them off in their-Own wickednefs 3 yeay 
the Lorp our God fhall cut them off. 

PSAL. XCV. 

1 An exhortation to praife God for his greatnefs, 6 for 
_. bis goodnefs, 8 and not to tempt him. 
Come, let us fing unto the Lorn: let us make 
a joyful noife to the rock of our falvation. 

2 Let us come before his prefence with thankfgiv- 
ing, and mike a joyful noife unto him with pfalms. 

3 For the Lorp isa great God, and a great King: 
above all gods. 

4 In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the 
ftrength of the hills 7s his alfo. 

5 The fea is his, and he made it. and his hands 
formed the dry /and. 

6 Ocome, let us worfhip and bow down: let us 
kneel before the Lorn our maker. 

7 Yor he 7s our God; and we are the people of his 
pafture, and the fheep of hishand. To day if ye will 
hear his voice, 

8 Harden not your heart, as in the provocation, avd 
asin the day of temptation in the wildernefs : 

9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and, 
faw my work: 

, 10 Forty years long was I grieved with his genera- 
tion, and faid, It 7s a people that do err in their heart, 
and they have not known my ways: 

11 Unto whom I {ware in my wrath that they fhould 
not enter into my reft. ' 

PSAL XCVI. ! 

1 41 exhortation to celebrate the gratnefs and majefty of 

God, 10 and to rejoice in bis righteous government. 
Sing unto the Lorp a new jong: fing unto the 
Lorp, all the earth. 


and mine ears fhall hear my defire of the wickéd that 
rife up againft me. , 
12 The righteous fhall flourifh like the palm tree: 
he fhall grow like a cedar in Lebanon. ; 
132 Thofe that be planted in the houfe of the Lorp 
fhall fourifh in the courts of our God. Be ge 
14 They fhall ftill bring forth fruit in old age; they 
fhall be fat and flourifhing ; 3 
15 To fhew that the Lorpzs upright: Se 7s my rock, 
and ‘bere is no unrighteoufnefS in him. 
PSAL. XCIII 
The majefty, power, and holinefs, of Chrif’s kingdom. 
HE Loro reigneth, he is clothed with majefty; 
the Lorn is clothed with ftrength, wherewith he 
hath girded himfelf: the world alfo is ftablifhed, that 
it cannot be moved. 
2 Thy throne s eftablifhed of old: thou art from 
everlafting. 
3 The floods have lifted up, O Lorn, the Hoods 
havc lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves. 
4 The Lorp on high is mightier than the noife of 
many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the fea. 
5 hy teftimonies are very fure: holinefs becometh 
thine houfe, O Lono, for ever. 
PSAL. XCIV. 
1 The pfalmift calling for juftice complaineth of tyranny 
and impiety. 12 The bleffedne/s of affliction. 
O Lorp God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O 
God, to whom vengeance belongeth, fhew thyfelf. 
2 Lift up thyfelf, thou judge of the earth: render a 
reward to the proud. 
3° Lorn, how long fhall the wicked, how long fhall 
the wicked triumph? 
4 How long thall they utter avd fpeak hard things? 
and all the workers of iniquity boatt themfelves? 
5 They breals in pieces thy people, O Lorp, and 
afflict thine heritage. 
6 They flay the widow and the ftranger, and murder 
the fatherlefs. 
7 Yetthey fay, The Lorn fhall not fee, neither fhall 
the God of Jacob regard #t. : 
8 Underltand, ye brutifh among the people: and ye 
fools, when will ye be wife? 
> He that planted the ear, fhall he not hear; he 
that formed the eye, fhall he not fee? 
io He that chaitifeth the heathen, fhall not he cor- 
rect? he that teacheth man knowledge, /hall not he know? 
11 The Lorn knoweth the thoughtg of man, that 
they are vanity. 
12 Bleffed zs the man whom thou chafteneft, O Lorn, 
and teacheft him out of thy Jaw; 
13 That thou mayeft give him reft from the days of 
adverfity, until the pit be digged for the wicked. 




























thy mercy, O 


; 2 Sing 











17 Jn felence.] The place of « filence,” i. e. the grave. 
Generat Rervrecrions on Pla. ACIV.. 
We are affured by this pfalm, thar God will never forfake his people, 
and his inheritance; and that, fooner or Jater, he will take ven- 
geance on thofe who infult and perfecute the faithful. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. XCV. 
This Pfalm (as the Jews themfelves confefs, and the apoftle to the 

Hebrews proves, in the 3d and 4th chapters) rcl:tes to the days of 

Chrift and: the Apoftle in the epiille before-mentioned, demonftrates 

that the reft here fpoken of, could not be merely that in the’ land of 

Canaan, which their forefathers fell ihort of, by their difobedience 

to God in the wildesnefs ; but another far better, into which they 

were to be brought by the Meffiah, a far greater captain than Joliua, 
9 Tempted me, &c.] Provoked me to anger. 
. Generar Rerrections on Phat. XCV. . 

This pfalm engages us to render to God, with joy and fervency, 
the adoration and praifes which belong to him, on account of his 
power.and greatneis; but above all, becaufe he is our God, and 
that we have the happinefs to be his people; let us, therefore, 
improve the exhortation of the pfalmiit, and beware that we harden 
not our hearts again{ft him, as the Ifraelites did. 

COMMENTARY and NOTES on PSAL. XCVIL 

necy in this pfalm, was fulfilled when the Meffiah came 

and offered eternal falyation to the human 


Generar Revrecrions on Pfal. XCIIL 


This pfalm points out the ways of Providence, and the Lord’s con- 
duct towards good and bad men. Let us then remember well, 
thac if wicked and worldly men flourifh and are happy, itis but 
for a litde while ; but that God deftroys them utterly, and roots 
them ont at laf: thar, on the contrary, he bleffes the righteous ; 

“that he fecures their happinefs; and that he makes them profper, 
grow, and bear fruit in nis church, even unto their old age. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. XCIII. 

In a more fublime fenfe this pfalm is to be applied to the ftability 
of the Meffiah’s kingdom, as feveral of the Jews themfelves acknow- 
ledge. : ; 
5 Thy teftimonies are very surey &c.| Thy fidelity in performing 
thy promifes is ungueftionable. Rts 

Generat ReEFrecrions on Pfal. XCIII. 

This pfalm points ontto us, that God rules with glory and magni- 
ficence in an efpecial manner over his church; and will reign fer 
ever for the good and advantage of his people, and of all thofe 
Who ferve and iubmit themfelves to him. é 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL. XCIV. 


3 Skea thyfelf.] Let thy interpofition in this caufe be made 
evident tothe world, by the righteoufnefs of the decifion. 

4 Hard things, &:c.] Namely, proud and injolent {peakers againit 
men, and blafphemics againft God. ‘ 


The prop! 
to dwell among ‘us, 
race. 

gin 


_ The majefty of God's kingdom. 
“Tg Sing unto the Lorp, blefé his name ; fhew forth 
his falvation from day to day. 


3 Declare his glory among the heathen, his wonders _ 


among all people. 
4 For the Lorp #s great, and greatly to be praifed: 


he is to be feared above all- gods. 

§ For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the 
Lorp made the heavens. 

Weemajefty are before him: ftrength and 

beauty are inh uary- 

7 Give unto t “ORD, O ye kindreds of the people, 
give unto the Lorn glory and ftrength. 
_ 8 Give unto the Lorp the glory due unfo his name: 
bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
. 9 Oworfhip the Lorn in the beauty of holinefs: 
fear before him all the earth. 

10 Say among the heathen that the Lorp reign- 
eth: the world alfo fhall be eftablifhed that it fhall not 
be moved: he thall:judge the people righteoufly. 






11 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad: 


Jet the fea roar, and the fulnefs thereof. 
12 Let the field be joyful, and all that zs therein : 
then fhall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
13 Before the Lord: for he cometh, for he com- 
eth to judge the earth: he fhall judge the world with 
righteoufaefs, and the people with his truth. 
, PSAL. XCVIL 
1 The majefty of God's kingdom. 8 The church rejoiceth 
at God’s judgments againfi idolaters. 
HE Lop reigneth : let the earth rejoice; let the 
multitude of ifles be glad thereof. 
2 Clouds and darknefs are round about him: righ- 
teoufnefs and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 
3 A fire goeth before him, and burneth up his ene~ 
mies round about. ; 
4 His lightnings enlightened the world : the earth 
Jaw, and trembled. 
5 The hills melted like wax at the prefence of the 
Lorp, at the prefence of the Lorp of the whole earth. 
6 The heavens declare his righteoufnefs, and all the 
people fee his glory. 
7 Confounded beall they that ferve graven images, 
that boaft themfelves of idols: worfhip him all ye gods. 
8 Zion heard, and was glad; and the daughters of 
Judah rejoiced, becaufe of thy judgments, O Lorp. 
9 For thou, Lorn, art high above all the earth: thou 
art exalted far above all gods. : 
to Ye that love the Lorn, hate evil; he preferveth 
the fouls of his faints; he delivereth them out of the 
hand of the wicked. ; 
11 Light is fown for the righteous, and gladnefs for 
the upright in heart. 





9_In the beauty of holinefi, &c.] In his fanétuary, where he hath 
fixed his glorious refidence among us. 

10 Say among the heathen that the Lord, &c.} Publifh abroad, 
that the Meffiah is the fovereign of the world, who alone can make 
at happy; he fhall give peace to his fubje&ts and people, adminifter 
juftice to all, and neither fuffer the good to be unrewarded, nor the 
wicked to efcape unpunifhed.” 

ii Let the heavens rejoice, &e.] Let the whole univerfe be filled 
with joy at this blefied news which the angels themfelves fhall 
gladly receiwe, fee Luke i. 30, 3a. much more ought mankind ex- 
seedingly to rejoice. 

Generat REFLECTIONS on Pal. XCVI. 


As this pfalm is particularly applicable to the times of the golpel, let 
us caft ourfelves before the Lord with joy, refpe&, and fear, enter 
his courts with praife for the unfpeakable gift’of Jefus Chrift, and 
fhew, by our obedience, that the Lord does truly reign ove? us, and 
that we efteem it all our glory and happinefs to belong to him. 


COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on PSAL, XCVII. 

This pfalm, in its fublimer meaning, belongs to Chrif’s triumph 
over the grave, and all the powers of darknefs, at his refrreftion, 
and a{ceniion to his throne in heaven. : 

a The enultitude of ifles, &c.] The diftant countries ; meaning 
the Gentiles in general > 

5 The bills melted, &c.] The hearts of the ftouteft kings and cep- 
tains failed them, &c, 

11 Bight ts Jown for the righteous, 8%.] Comfort and joy are re- 
fecved for thofe who love, fear, and ferve God, 

1 


PSALMS.- 






God’s falvation toward Ifrael. 


12 Rejoice in the Lorp, ye righteous; and give 
thanks at the remembrance of his holinefs. 
PSAL. XCVIII. 
1 The pfalmift celebrateth God’s falvation toward Irael: 
4, be exciteth.the whole world to praife God. 
A Pfalm. 
O Sing unto the Lorp a new fong;; for he hath done 
marvellous things: his right hand, and his holy 
arm, hath gotten him the victory. 

2 The Lorp hath made known his falvation: his 
righteoufnefs hath he openly fhewed in the fight of the 
heathen. 

3 He hath remembered his mercy and his truth to- 
ward the houfe of Ifrael : all rhe ends of the earth have 
feen the falvation of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noife unto the Lorp, all the earth : 
make a loud noife, and rejoice, and fing praife. 

5 Sing unto the Lory with the harp; with the harp, 
and the voice of a pfalm. : 

6 With trumpets and found of cornet make a joyful 
noife before the Lorp, the King. 

7 Let the fea roar, and the fulnefs thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

8 Let the floods clap ¢heir hands: let the hills be joy- 
ful together 

9 Hefore the Lorn; for he cometh to judge the 
earth: with righteonfnefs fhall he judge the worid, 
and the people with equity. 

PSAL. XCIX, 
t The prophet fetting forth the kingdom of God: 5 ex- 
horteth ail to worfhip God at his holy hit!. 
HE Lorp reigneth ; let the people tremble: he 
fitteth be‘ween the cherubims; let the earth be 
moved. 

2 The Lorn és great in Zion; and he 7s high above 
all the people. 

2 Let them praife thy great and terrible name; for it 
is holy. 

4 The king’s ftrength alfo loveth judgment; thou 
doiteftablith equity, thou executeft judgmentand righ- 
teoufnefs in Jacob. 

5 Exalt- ye the Lorp our God, and worthip at his 
footftool ; for he zs holy. 

6 Mofes and Aaron among his priefts, and Samuel 
among them that cal] upon his name; they called upon 
the Lorp, and he anfwered them. 

7 He fpake unto them in the cloudy pillar: they 
kept his teRtimonies, and the ordinance ¢/at he gave 
them. 

8 Thou anfweredft them, O Lorp our God: thou 
wait a God that forgaveft them, though thou tookeft 


vengeance of their inventions. 
9 Exalt 





GeneraAt ReFrecrions on Pial. XCVII. 


The exhortations contained in this pfalm are, to praife God, and 
celebrate his power and might; to worship and Jove him, and 
turn from evil; and to rejoice in his excellent promifes to the 
faithful, whom he will conftantly preferve, and finally deliver our 
of all adverfity. 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on PSAL. XCVUI. 
This pfalm is fuppofed to have been written by David on occafion 

‘of fome remarkable deliverance which God had newly granted to 

Ifrael, as an earneft of future bleffings, efpecially of the coming of 

that invaluable bleffing the Prince of peace, to give complete falva- 

tion to his people. 
7 Let the fea roar, &c.} Let his praifes be heard like thunder 
through all the habitable world. 
Genera Resiections on Pfal. XCVIII. 

Thefe exhortations to praife God, and to rejoice in the coming of 
his kingdom, are direéted to us Chriftians, fince God, by fending 
the Meffiah, hath done marvellous things: !et us therefore rejoice 
in the Lord, Jet us fing to him with tran{ports of joy $ let all the 
nations praife him; and let thofe who know him, blefs him for 
ever. : 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. XCIX, 

4 The king’s firength alfo loveth judgment,. &c.] Ged tempereth 
power with his juftice. 


5 At bis footfool, &c.] Before his fanétuary or ark. ° . 
8 Thou waft a God thar forgave? them, though thou rookef? win-, 


keane 





David's vow of godlinefs. 


9 Exalt the Lorp our God, and worfhip at his holy 
hill; for the Lorp our God is holy. . 
PSAL. C. 
An exbortation to _ferve God joyfully, aud to praife him 
for his goodie/s, mercy, and truth. 
A Pfatm of Praife. 
AKE a joyful noife unto the Lorp, all ye lands. 
2 Serve the Lorp with gladnefs: come before 
his prefence with finging. 
3 Know ye that the Lorp be is God: i is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourfelves ; we arc his peo- 
_ple, and the fheep of his pafture. . 
4 Enter into his gates with thankfgiving, and into 
his courts with praife: be thankful unto him, aud blefs 
his name. 


5 For the Lorp és good; his mercy 7s everlafting | 


and his truth exdurcib to all generations, 


PSAL. CI. 
David maketh a vow and profeffion of godlinefs. 
A Pfalm of David. 
] Will fing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, Oo 
Lorvu, will I fing. 

2 I will behave myfelf wifely in a perfect way. O 
when wilt thou come untome? I will walk within my 
houfe with a perfect heart. 

3 Iwill fet no wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate 
the work of them that turn afide; z/ fhall not cleave to 
me. 

4 A froward heart fhall depart from me: I will not 
know a wicked per/ox. . : 

5 Whofo privily flandereth his neighbour, him will 
I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud 
heart will not I fuffer. 

6 Mine eyes /eail be upon the faithful of the land, 
that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a per- 
fed way, he fhall ferve me, . 

7 We that worketh deceit fhall not dwell within my 
houfe: be that celleth lies fhall not tarry in my fight. 

8 I will early deftroy all the wicked of the land; that 
I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the 


Lorp. 

PSAL. CI. 

1 The prophet complaincth bitterly of bis aftided cafe: 12 

he taht) cor fart in the etcraity and mercy of Goa. 

A prayer of the affli€ted, when he is overwhelmed, and 
poureth out his complaint before the Lorp. 
EAR my prayer, O Lorp, and let my cry come 

unto thee. 
a Hide not thy face from me in the day when Lam 





geance of thir inventions. | That God should beftow forgivenefs, and 

yet infliét venzeance upon the fame perfons, may appear an irrecon- 

cileable contra.iction; but the refolution is not very dificult, if we 

confider that eternal mercy may very well confift with temporal feve- 

rities, and the pardon of the fin with the correction of the finner. 
Genera. Rerrections on Pal. XCIX. 

We fee in this pfalm, that God formerly delivered the Ifraelites 
when they sczurned to him, and took vengeance of their fins, when 
they ofeuded him; which thews us, that he is always juft and 
good, and fe:.etimes cafes men to feei the marks of his vengeance. 


and fometimes of his juitice, to engage them to fear, love, and ferve | 


him faithfully. 
COMMENTARY anno NOTES on PSAL. C. 


This is the only pfalm in the whole colleétion, which is intituled- 


«A pfalm of praife,” probably becaufe it was peculiarly appointed 
to be fimg when their facrifices ‘of thankfgiving were offered to the 
Mott High ; we now ufe it in acknowledgment of God’s wonderful 
Jove to us in, Chritt, who by the facrifice he made of himfelf, redeemed 
us from the power of fin and death, and made us heirs of eternal 
life. 


continue to all fucceeding geuerations. 
; Generar Rerirerirons on Pfal. C. , 
We fee‘fro:n hence, that God guides us as a fhepherd, heaps his fa- 
vours upon us, noi only of nature but efpeciaily of grace, and gives 
to hie church continual tokens of his goodnefs and mercy. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on PSAL,.CL | 


This pfalm, written by David, contains his pious refolution to 
Nox 42. 


' PSALMS. 





5 His truth endurcth to all generations.) The mercy he hath pro-- 
mifed to our forefathers he hath exaétly fulfilled in our days, and will: 





in treuble ; incline thine ear unto me: in the day wea 
I call anfwer me f{pceedily. : 
3 For my days are confumed like the fmoke, and my 


-bones are burned as an hearth. 


4 My heart is fmitten, and withered like grafs ; fo 
that I torget to cat my bread. 2 

5 By reafon of the voice of my groaning my bones 
cleave to my fkin. 

6 Tam likea pelican of the wildernefs: I am like 
an owl of the deferr. ‘ 

7 1 watch, and am, as a fparrow alone upon the 
houfe top. 

8 Mine eycs reproach me all the day ; avd they that 
are mad againft me are fworn againft me. - 

g For Ihave eaten athes like bread, and mingled 
my drink with weeping, . 

10 Becaufe of thine indignation and thy wrath: for 
thou hait lifted mé up,, and caft me down, 


1x My days are likc a fhadow that declineth; and I 


am withered like grafs. 

12 Buc thou, O Lorn, fhalt endure for ever ; and 
thy remembrance unto all generations. 

13 Thou fhalt arite, amd have mercy upon Zion: 
for the time to favour her, yea, the fer time, is come. 

14 For thy fervants take pleafure in her ftones, and 


’ favour the duft thercof 


15 So the heathen fhall fear the name of the Lorp, 
and all the kings of the earth thy glory. 

16 When the Lonp fhall build up Zion, he fhall ap- 
pear in his glory. 

17 He will regard the prayer of the deftitute, and 
not defpife their prayer. 

18 This fhail be written for the gencration to come: 
and the people which fhall be created fhall praife the 
Lorn. 

19 For he hath looked down from the height of his 
fanctuary; from heaven did the Lorp bchold the earth; 

20 To hear the groaning of the prifoner; to loofe 
thofe that are appointed to death. 

21 Todcclare the name of the Lorp in Zion, and his 
praife in Jerufalem ; : 

22 When the people are gathered together, and the 
kingdoms, to ferve the Lorp. 

23 He weakened my ftrength in the way ; he fhort- 
ened my days. 

24 1 faid, O my God, take me not away in the midft 
of my days: thy years are throughour al} gencrations. 

2g OF old hait thou laid the foundaiion of the earth: 
and the heavens aie the werk of thy hands. 

26 They thal perifh, but thou fhalt endure: yea, 

all 
ee) 


govern himfelf, his court and kingdom, with fo much care, that the 
good might expeét all favour from him; and the wicked not have the 
teaft countenance or encouragement. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Pfal. CI. 


In this pfalm we fee the duties and fentiments of good princes, and 
good magiftrates; namely, to walk in uprightnefs, abhor cvil, go- 
vern with juitice, punith the wicked, protect the upright and fin- 
cere, and employ them in their fervice. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow PSAL. CIL. 


ct is the fifth among the feven which are called penitential 
alms. 

sf 3 For my days are confumed like Joke, &c.] My days are {pest as 
difmal as if I was involved in a cloud of fmoke; and the anguith I 
fecl is fo fharp, that ir penctrates to my very bones, and makes them 
as parched and dry as the fire does the hearth. 

6 Like a pelican of the wilderneft, &c.j] Calmet fays there are two 
kinds of pelicans, one of which lives in the water, and feeds upon 
fith fg other in the wildernefs, and feeds upon ferpents, and other 
reptiles. 

hike an owl in the defert.] The fenfe of the verfe is, I take no de- 
light in the company of my friends, but feek for folitary places to 
mourn and give a vent to my grief. 

- 13 The fet time, &c.] ‘The time prefixed for her punifhment being 
expired, fee Fer. xxix. 10, 11. 

14 Thy fervants take pleasure in her flones, &cc.] Even the feattered 
ftoncs of Sion are far more dear to thy pious worfhippers than the moit 
magnificent palaces in Babylon, and therefore they look upon her duit 
and subbish with che moit fenfible grief and commiferation. 


6L GENERAL 


A prayer of the afflicted, 


pees 


Ne a 
An exhortation to blefs God_for his mercies. PSALMS. On the majefty, power, and providence of God, 
ce ee 


all of them fhall wax old like a garment; as a vefture 
fhalt thou change them, and they fhall be changed : 

27 But thou art the fame, and thy years fhall have 
no end. 

28 The children of thy fervants fhall continue, and 
their feed fhall be eftablifhed before thee. 

 PSAL. CI. 
1 42 exhortation to blefs God for his mercy, 15 and for 
the couftancy thercof. 
A Pfalm of David. 
LESS the Lorp, O my foul: and all that is 
within me, 4/e/s his holy riame. 

2 Blefs the Lorp, O my foul, and forget not all his 
benefits : 

3 Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; who healeth 
all thy difeafes ; 

4 Who redeemeth thy life from deftruction ; who 
crowneth thee with lovingkindnefs and tender mercies; 

5 Who fatisfieth thy mouth with good things ; fo that 
thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

6 The Lorp executeth rightcoufnefs and judgment 
for all that are oppreffed. 

7 He made known his ways unto Mofes, his acts 
unto the children of Ifrael. 

8 The Lorp és merciful and gracious, flow to an- 
ger, and plenteous in mercy. 

9 He will nor always chide: neither will he keep 
bis anger for ever. 

10 He hath not dealt with us after our fins ; nor re-~ 
warded us according to our iniquities. 

a1 For as the heaven is high above the earth, /o 
great is his mercy toward them that fear him. 

12 As far as the caft is from the weft, fo far hath he 
removed our tranfgreffions from us. " 

_13 Like as a father piticth és children, /o the Lorp 
pitieth them that fear him. 

14 For he knoweth our frame: he remembercth that 
we are duft. 

15 As for man, his days areas grafs: as a flower 
of the field, fo he flourifheth. 

16 For the wind paffeth over it, and it is gone; and 
the place thereof fhall know it no more. 

17 But the mercy of the Lorp 7s from everlafting 
to everlafting upon them that fear him, and his righ- 
teoufnefs unto children’s children ; 

18 To fuch as keep his covenant, and to thofe that 
remember his commandments to do them. 

1g The Lorp hath prepared his throne in the hea-. 
vens ; and his kingdom ruleth over all. 

20 Blefs the Lorp, ye his angels, that excel in 
ftrength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto 
the voice of his word. : 

2t Blefs ye the Lorn, all ye his hofts; ye minifters 
of his, that do his pleafure. 

22 Blefs the Lorp, all his works in all places of his 
dominion: blefs the Lorp, O my foul. 





Generat Rerrecrions on Pfal. CII. 

From the extreme affliction of the captive Jews, their firrh truftin God 
for deliverance, and the manifeftation of his glory to all nations, 
we may be perfuaded that God will appear in a more illuftrious 
manner in favour of the Chriftian church, wherein the glory and 
fplendor of his kingdom will appear. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. CIII. 

-§ Thy youth is renewed like the eagles.) Eagles moult their fea- 
thers often, which might give rife to the vulgar opinion, that they 
grew young again after they had been old. : 

15 4: a flower of the field fo be flourifosth.] ‘Though it may flatter 
the vanity of man to be reprefented under the beautiful emblem of a 
flower, yet it muft no lefs mortify his pride to confider that there is 
ftill a fharper refemblance in the duration of the emblem under which 
he is reprefented. 

19 Hath prepared his throne.] Hath eftablithed it. 

Generar Rerrections on Pfal. CII. 

This moft excellent fong of thankfgiving teaches us to blefs God, not 

only with our mouth, but with our whole heart and foul, for all his 


benefits, but particularly for pardoning our fins, and his infinite mercy - 


in Chrift; but that his goodnefs, great as it is, extends only to thofe 
who fear him, keep his covenant, and walk in his ways. 

_ COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. CIV. 
3 Who layeth the beams of bis chambers in the waters.] ‘This ex- 


PSAL. CIV. 
1 4 meditation upon the majepy, rT and ‘wontler ful 
providence of God. 31 God’s glory is eternal, 33 The 
rophet voweth to praife God perpetually, 

p LESS the Lorp, O my foul. O Lorp my God, 

thou art very great ; thou art clothed with honour 
and majefty. 

2 Who coverett ‘hy/eif with light as with a garment: 
who ftretcheft out the heavens like a curtain: 

3 Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the 
waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walk~ 
eth upon the wings of the wind: 

4. Who maketh his angels fpirits; his minifters a 
flaming fire: 

5 Who laid the foundations of the earth, shat it 
fhould not be removed for ever. 

6 Thou coveredft it with the deep as wi/h a gar- 
ment: the waters ftood above the mountains. 

7 At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy 
thunder they hafted away. 

8 They go up by the mountains; they go down by 
the valleys unto the place which thou haft founded for 
them. 

g Thou haft fet a bound that they may not pafs 
over; that they turn not again to cover the earth, 

10 He fendcth the fprings into the valleys, which run 
among the hills. 

11 They give drink to every beaft of the field: the 
wild affes quench their thirft. 

12 By them fhall the fowls of the heaven have their 
habiration, which fing among the branches. 

13 He watercth the hills from his chambers: the 
earth is fatisfied with the fruit of thy works. 

14 He caufeth the grafs to grow for the cattle, and 
herb for the fervice of man: that he may bring forth 
food out of the earth ; 

1§ And wine ¢hat maketh glad the heart of man, and 
oil to make dis face to fhine, and bread which ftrength- 
eneth man’s heart. 

16 The trees of the Lorn are full of yap ; the cedars 
of Lebanon; which he hath planted ; 

17 Where the birds make their nefts: as for the ftork, 
the fir trees ave her houfe. 

18 The high hills are a refuge for the wild goats ; 
and the rocks for the conies. 

19 He appointed the moon for feafons: the fun 
knoweth his going down. 

20 Thou makett darknefs, and it is night: wherein 
all the beafts of the foreft do creep forth. 

21 The young lions roar after their prey, and feck 
their meat from God. 

22 The fun arifeth, they gather themfelves together, 
and lay them down in their dens. 

23 Man gocth forth unto his work and to his labour 


until the evening. 
24 0 





preffion fignifies no more than ‘that the rain falls down on the earth 


from heaven. 
Who walketh upon the wings of the wind.] Not he flieth, he run- 


-neth, but he walkech, and that on the very wings of the wind, on the 


moft impetuous of elements, roufed into its utmoit rage, and {weeping 
along with inconceivable rapidity. In this expreffion there is an ele- 
gance, an emphajfis unparalleled in any other writer. How flat are all 
the lines of profane authors, when compared with this inimitable itroke 
of divine poetry ! 

4. Who maketh bis angels, &c.] Who maketh the winds his mef- 
fengers, and flaming fire his minifters. 

10 He fendeth the forings into the valleys, which run among the bills.J 
Moft ‘modern philofophers account for the fprings which are found on 
the tops of hills, not by fubterrancous paflages from the fea, and per- 
colated or ftrained through the earth, but by vapour exhaled from the 
fea and other large colleétions of waters ftriking againft the fummits 
of thofe hills, and there received into the feveral cavities which are 
as fo many bafons or cifterns.- 

17 The fork, &c.) Chafidhah, here rendered the ftork, fignifies 
alfo mercy ‘or kindnefs ; and this fowl was probably fo named, becaufe 
it has been remarked of it, that the young ones will feed their dams 
when they are old. J “ee 

19 The fun knoweth his going down.) This expreffion is accommo- 
dated to the antient fyftem of aftronomy, which fuppofed that the fun 


moved round the earth. 


3 GENERAL 


An exhortation to prarfe God 


24 O Lord, how manifold are thy works ! in wif- 
dom haft thou made them all: the earth is full of thy 
riches. ; 

25 So is this great and wide fea, wherein are things 
creeping innumerable, both fmall and great beafts. 

26 There go the fhips: there is that leviathan, whom 
thou haft made to play therein. 

27 Thefe wait all upon thee; that thou mayeft give 
them their meat in due feafon, 

28 That thou giveft them they gather: thou openeft 
thine hand, they are filled with good. 

29 Thou hideft thy face, they are troubled: thou 
takeft away their breath, they die, and return to their 
duft. 

30 Thou fendeft forth thy fpirit, they are created ‘ 
and thou reneweft the face of the earth. 

1 The glory of the Lorn fhall endure for ever: 
the Lorp fhall rejoice in his works. 

32 He looketh on the earth and it trembleth: he 
toucheth the hills, and they fmoke. 

33 I will ing unto the Lorp as long as I live: I 
will fing praife to my God while I have my being. 

34 My meditation of him fhall be fweet: I will be 
glad in the Lorn. 

35 Let the finners be confumed out of the earth, 
and let the wicked be no more. Blefs thou the Lorp, 
O my foul. Praife ye the Lorp. 


PSAL. CV. 


1 An exhortation to praife God, to feek him and remember 
his works. 8 His providence over Abraham, 16 over 
Jofeph, 23 over Ufrael in .gypt, 37 and over his people 
brought out of Egypt. 

Give thanks unto the Lokp; call upon his name: 
make known his deeds among the people. 
2 Sing unto him, fing pfalms unto him: talk ye all 
of his wondrous works. : 
3 Glory ye in his holy name: Jet the heart of the 
rejoice that feek the Lorn. 
4 Seek the Lorn, and his ftrength: feek his face 
evermore. 
5 Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; 
his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth ; 
6 O ye feed of Abraham his fervant, ye children of 

Jacob his chofen. 

7 He is the Lorn our God: his judgments are in 
all the earth. 

8 He hath remembered his covenant for ever, the 
word wich he commanded to a thoufand generations. 

9 Which covenant he made with Abraham, and his 
oath unto Ifaac ; : 

to And confirmed the fame unto Jacob for a law, 
end to Ifrael for an everlafting covenant: : 

11 Saying, Unto thee will I give the land of Ca- 
naan, the lot of your inheritance: 

12 When they were éut a few men in number ; yea, 
very few, and ilrangers in it. 

13 When they went from one nation to another, 
from ove kingdom to another people; 

14 He fuffered no man to do them wrong: yea, he 
reproved kings for their fake; 

15 Saying, Touch not mine anainted, and do my pro- 
phets no harm. 

16 Moreover he called for a famine upon the land: 
he brake the whole itaff of bread. 


cr een SSR 


Genrerat Rerriecrrons on Pfal. CIV. 


As it was the pfalmift’s delightful employment to meditate upon the 
works, and adore the wifdom of God in the creation ;-fo fhould 
we alfo, from a view of natural things, celebrate his praifes, and 
raife our ideas from them to heavenly objeéts, the glories of his 
fpiritual kingdom, and admire and blefs him for his aftonifhing grace 
and mercy in the glorious work of our redemption. 

COMMENTARY axrv NOTES on PSAL..CV. 
4 His firength, &c.] The ark of his prefence. ¢ 
24 He reproved kings for their Jakes.] See Gen. xii. 17, and xx. 3: 
19 Unsil the time that bis word came, &c.] Till mention at laft was 
made of him to Pharaoh by one of his officers. 


PSALMS. 


jor the works of his providence. 





_ 17 He fenta man before them, ever Jofeph, who was 
fold for a fervant: | ; 
_ 18 Whofe feet they hurt with fetters: he was laid in 
iron: 

19 Until the time that his word came: the word 
of the Lorp tried him: ; 
__ 20 The king fent and loofed him; evex the ruler of 
the people, let him go free. 

21 He made him Jord of his houfe, and ruler of all 
his fubftance? .. 

22 To bind his pririces at his pleafure; and teach 
his fenators een de ; 

23 Ifrael dlfo came into t; and Jacob fojourn- 
ed in the land of Hami ae J : 

24 And he increafed his people greatly ; and made 
them ftronger than their enemies. 

_ 2§ He turned their heart to hate his people, to deal 
fubtilly with his fervants. ; 
_ 26 He fent Mofes his fervant; avd Aaron whom he 

had chofen. ; 

27 They fhewed his figns among them, and wonders 
in the land of Ham. 

28 He fent darknefs, and made it dark; and they 
rebelled not againft his word. 

29 He turned their waters into blood, and flew their 


30 Their land brought forth frogs in abundance, in 
the chambers of their kings. ; 

31 He fpake, and there came divers forts of flies, 
and lice in all their coafts. 

32 He gave them hail for rain, and flaming fire in 
their land. 

33 He fmote their vines alfo and their fig trees; and 
brake the trees of their ccatfts. 

34 He fpake, and the locufts came, and caterpillers, 
and that without number, 

35 And did eat up all the herbs in their land, and 
devoured the fruit of their ground. 

36 He fmote alfo all the firftborn in their land, the 
chief of all their flrength. 

37 He brought them forth alfo with filver and 
gold: and there was not one feeble perfor among their 
tribes. : 

38 Egypt was glad when they departed: for the 
fear of them fell upon them. 

9 He fpread a cloud for a covering: and fire to 
give Jight in the night. 

40 The people aflkeed, and he brought quails, and fa~ 
tisfied them with the bread of heaven. 

. 41 He opened the rock, and the waters gufhed out; 
they ran in the dry places /ike a river. 

42 For he remembered his holy promife, and Abra- 
ham his fervant. 

3 And he brought forth his people with joy, and 
his chofen with gladnefs : 

44 And gave them the lands of the heathen: and 
they inherited the labour of the people; 

45 That they might obferve his fiatutes, and keep 
his laws. Praife ye the Lorp. 

PSAL. CVI. 

1 The pfalmift's exhortation and prayer. 6 He rehearfeth 
Tfrael’s rebellions, and God’s mercies. 
Pre ye the Lorp. O give thanks unto the 

Lorn; for he is good: for his mercy endureth 
for ever. 
2 Who 





22 Yo bind his princes, &c.] To inform his princes, i. e. that the 
very princes of the country fhould be under the command of Jofeph, 
and be inftruéted, and learn wifdom from him. 

25 “He turned their hearts to hate, &¢.] He fuffered envy, jealouly, 
and other evil affections to induce the Egyptians to hate the children 
of Ifrael as much as they had before loved and favoured them. 


Generac REFLECTIONS on Pfal. CV. 


From the wenderful providences of God towards his antient people, 
we-ought to truft him at all times, to walk before him in faith, 
humility, patience, and obedience, being affured from his immutable. 
promife, that he will never fail nor forfake us. 

COMMENTARY. 


. 


. The ftory of Iracl’s rebellions ; 


David, after commemorating, in the foregoing pfulm, the divine bene- 





2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the Loxp? «wha 
can fhew forth all his praife? ; 

3 Bleffled are they that keep judgment, avd he that 
doeth righteoufnefs at all times. 

4 Remembcr me, O Lorn, with the favour that thou 
beareft uniothy people: O vifit me with thy falvation ; 

5 That I may fce the good of thy chofen, that I may 
rejoice in the gladnels of thy nation, chat I may glory 
with thine inheritance. 

6 We have finned with our fathers, we have com- 
mitted iniquity, we have done wickedly. 

7 Our fathers underftood not thy wonders in Egypt; 
theyrememnbered not the multitude of thy mercies; but 
provoked’ Zim at the fea, even at the Rec fea. 

8 Neverthelefs he faved them for his name’s fake, 
that he might make his mighty power to be known. 

g He rebuked the Red fea alfo, and it was dried up: 
fo he led them through the depths, as through the 
wildernefs. 

to And he faved them from the hand of him that 
hated them, and redeemed them from the hand of the 
enemy. 

11 And the waters covercd their enemies: there was 
not one of them Ieft. : 

12 Then believed they his words; they fang his 
praife. 

13 They foor forgat his works; they waited not for 
his counfel : 

14 But lufted exceedingly in the wilderncfs, and 
tempted God in the defert. 

ts And he gave them their requeft ; but fent lean- 
nefs into their foul. 

16 They envied Mofes alfo in the camp, ard Aaron 
the faint of the Lorp. 

17 The earth opened and fwallowed up Dathan, and 
covered the company of Abiram. 

18 And a fire was kindled in their company; the 
flame burned up the wicked. 

19 They made a calf in Horeb, and worfhipped the 
molten image. 

20 Thus they changed their glory into the fimilitude 
of an ox that eateth grafs. ’ 

2t They forgat God their faviour, which had done 
great things in Egypt ; 

22 Wondrous works in the land of Ham, azd ter- 
rible things by the Red fea, 

23 Therefore he faid chat he would deftroy them, 
had not Mofes his chofen ftood before him in the breach, 
to turn away his wrath, left he fhould deftroy them. 

24 Yea, they defpifed the pleafarnt land, they believed 
fnot his word : 

25 But murmured in thcir tents, and hearkened not 
unto the voice of the Lorn, : 

26 Therefore he lifted up his hand againft them, tc’ 
overthrow them in the wildernefs : a 

27 To overthrow their feed alfo among the nations, 
and to {catter them in the lands. , 

28 They joined themfelves alfo unto Baal-peor, and 
ate the facrifices of the dead. 


eg Thus they provoked Jim to anger with their in- 


ventions : and the plague brake in upon them. 
30 Then ftood up Phinchas, and executed judgment: 
and fo the plague was ftayed. 


3x And that was counted unto him forrighteoufnefs 


unto all generations for evermore. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. CVL 


13 They waited not for bis counfel.] ‘They were impatient, and mur- _ 


soured, and would not wait till he had fhewed what way he intended 
to relieve them. : 

15 Leannefs, &c.] Or a loathing or furfeit. 

28 They jointed themfelves aljo unto Baal-peor, &e.] Not only moft 


ghamefully committed whoredom with: the daughters of Moab, but, 


embraced their religion, devoting themfelves to the fervice of Baal, 


whofe temple ftood on mount Peor, and partaking with them in the. 


facrifices which they ofcred unto men. 


Generat Rerprecrions on Pfal. CVI. 


hts ~— the Ifraelites, here not only does that, bat alfo upbraids 
F 


PSALMS. 





2 They angered Aim allo at the waters of ftrife, fo 
that it went ill with Mofes for their fakes: 

- 33 Becaufe they provoked his fpirit, fo that he {pake 
unadvifedly with his lips. 

34 hey did not deitroy the nations, concerning 
whom the Lory commanded them ; 

35 But were mingled among the heathen, and learned 
their works. : 

36 And they ferved their idols: wnich were a fnare 
unto them. 

37 Yea, they facrificed their fons and their daughters 
unto devils. 

38 And fhed innocent blood, evex the blood of 
their fons and of their daughters, whom they facrificed 
unto the idols of Canaan: and the land was polluted 
with blood. 

39 Thus were they defiled with their owa works, 
and went a whoring with their own inventions. 

40 Therefore was the wrath of the Lorn kindled 
againit his people, infomuch that he abhorred his own 
inhcritance. 

41 And he gave them into the hand of the heathen ; 
and they that hated them ruled over them. 

42 Their enemies alfo oppreffed them, and they were 
brought into fubjcétion under their hand. 

3 Many times did he deliver them; but they pro- 
voked Aim with their counfel; and were brought low 
for their iniquity. 

44 Neverthelc{s he regarded their affliction, whea he 
heard their cry: 

45 And heremembered for them his covenant, and 
repented according to the multitude of his mercics. 

46 He made them alfo to be pitied of all thoi that 


_carricd them captives. 


47 Save us, O Lorp our God, and gather us from 


among the heathen, to give thanks unto thy holy name, 


and to triumph in thy praife. 

48 Bleiled be the Lorv God of Ifrael from everlaft- 
ing to everlafting: and Ict all the people fay, Amen. 
Praife ye the Lorp. 

PSAL. CVI 
1 The pfalmif? exherteth God’s redeeined to praife his good- 

nefs, 4 his providence over travellers, 10 captives, 17 

Sick men, 23 fearien, Sc. 

Give thanks unto the I.orp, for de #s good: for 
his mercy eadureth for ever. 

2 Let the redeemed of the Lorn fay /o, whom he 
hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy ; 

3 And gathcred them out of the lands, from the eaft, 
and from tie weit, from the north, and from the fouth. 

4 They wandered in the wilderneis in a folitary way; 
they found no city to dwell in, 

5 Hungry and thirfly, their foul fainted in them. 

6 Then they cried unto the Lorn in their trouble, 
ond he delivercd them out of their diftreffes. 

7 And he led them forth by the right way, that they 
might go to a citf of habitation. 

8 Ob that men would praife the Lorp for his good- 
neis, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 

9 For he fatisficth the longing foul, and filleth the 
hungry foul with goodnefs. ~ 

1o Such as fit in darknefs and in the fhadow of 
death, Jeing bound in affliction and iron; 

131 Becaufe 
TL TT 


their ingratitude ; which greatly heightens the mercy of God, whole 
goodnefs is the more exalted, the more wicked and ungrateful they 
are towards whom it is exerted. - 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSAL. CVIL.- 


The fifth and lajt bools of pialms, according to the Hebrew. divifion, 
begins here with ak exhortation to thole whom God had delivered, from 
pagan fervitude, to acknowledge his iingular benefits. 

9 With goodnefs.} With good things. : 

10,11, 12 Such as fit in darknéfi, &c.] His providence takes 
care of thofe who are confined in dyngeons, and loaded with fetters, 
as a”juft punifhment for the crimes they had committed againft the 
expre/s commands of the Moft High, and the plain dittates of their own 
confcicnees, 

16 fe 


and of God’s mercies.- 


An exhortation to praife God, 8c. 


rr Becaufe they rebelled againft rhe words of God, .; 


and condemned the counfel of the moft High: 

12 Thercfore he brought down their heart with la- 
bour; they fell down, and shere was none to help.’ 

13 Then they cried unto the Lorp in their trouble, 
and he faved them out of their diftreffes. 

14 He brought them out of darknefs and the fhadow 
of death, and brake their bands in funder. 

15 Oh that mex would praife the Lorp for his good- 
nefs, and for his wonderful works to the children of 


men ! 


the gates of iron in funder. 

17 Fools becaufe of their tranfgreffion, and becaufe 
of their iniquities, are afflicted. 

18 Their foul abhorreth all manner of meat; and 
they draw near unto the gates of death. 

1g Then they cry unto the Lorn in their trouble, 
and he faveth them out of their diftreffes. 

20 He fent his word, and healed them, and dclivered 
them from their deftructions. 

21 Oh that men would praife the Lorp for his good- 
nefs, and for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 

22 And let them facrifice the facrifices of thank{- 
giving, and declare his works with rejoicing. 

23 They that go down to the fea in thips, that do 
bufinefs in great waters ; 

24 Thefe fee the works of the Lorp, and his won- 
ders in the deep. 

26 For he commandeth, and raifeth the ftormy wind, 
which liftech up the waves.thereof. — : 

26 They mount up to the heaven, they go. down 
again to the depths: their foul is melted becaufe of 
trouble. 

27 They reel to and fro, and ftagger like a drunken 
man, and are at their wit’s end. 

_ 28 Then they cry unto the Lorn in their trouble, 
and he bringeth them out of their diftreffes: 

29 He maketh the ftorm a calm, fo ‘that the waves 
thereof are ftill. 

30 Then are they glad becaufe they be quiet ; fo he 
bringeth them unto their defired haven. 

r Oh that men would praife the Lorp for his 
goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

32 Let them exalt him alfo in the congregation of 
the people, and praife him in the affembly of the elders. 

33 He turneth rivers into a wildernefs, and the water- 
fprings into dry ground; . 

34 A fruitful land into barrennefs, for the wicked~ 
nefs of them that dwell therein. 

35 He turneth the wildernefs into a ftanding water, 
and dry ground into waterfprings. 

36 And there he maketh the hungry to dwell, that 
they may prepare a city for habitation ; 


eR A A NA A TE SE I A TE A 


16 He bath broken the gates of brafs, &c.] When their cafe was 
oe he removed the greateft obftacles to make a way for their 

cape. 

27 Are at their wits end.] In the Hebrew it is, All their wifdom is 
fivallowed up. 

38 He blefeth them alfo, &c.] His blefling extends not to the 
ground only, but enriches the inhabitants alo; they likewife become 
fruitful, and grow exceedingly populous, together with their flocks 
and their herds, which, though the people are increafed, yet are not 
diminifhed. 

43 Wbofe is wife, &c.] Whofoever will be truly wife, ought to 
mark and ponder fuch paflages as thofe in the divine government, that 
they may make others, who are lefs confiderate, underftand how very 
kind and gracious the Lord is to thefe who-ftudy te pleafe him and 
obtain his fayour. 

Gas erat ReEFLEcTions on Pfal. CVIL 
The pfalmift here praifes God for his goodnefs and merciful providence 
over his people, and the affiftance he vouchfafes to fend them when 
they call upon him in their diftrefs; which fhoald excite us ta humble 

ourfelves for our fins, implore his mercy, and wait upon him for a 

fupply of ovr wants, and deliverance from every evil. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES. on PS.AL. CVIU. 
The former part of this pfalm is nearly: the fame with the five Inf 


No. 43. 


16 For he hath broken the gates of brafs, and cut 














PSALMS. David encourageth himfelf to praife Gad. 


37 And fow the fields, and plant vineyards, which 
may yield fruits of increafe. 

38 He blefied them alfo, fo that they are multiplied 
greatly ; and fuffereth not their cattle to decreafe. 

' 39 Again, they are minifhed and brought low 

through oppreffion, affliction, and forrow. 

40 He pourcth contempt upon princes, and caufeth 
them to wander in the wildernefs, where there is nQ way. 
- 49 Yet ferteth he the poor on high from affliction, 
and maketh dim families like a flock. ‘ 

4% The righteous fhall {ee i#, and rejoice: and all 
iniquity fhall {top her mouth. 

- 43 Whofo is wife, and will obferve thefe shings, even 
they fhall underftand the lovingkindnefs of the Lor ps 

: PSA UL. CVI, 

-1 David encourageth himfelf to praife God: 5 wihnfe 
afipunce be prayeth for, -11 fn confidence of fucceft ac- 
cording to his promife. 

A Song or Pfalm of David. 
God, my heart is fixed; J will fing and give 
praife, even with my glory. 

2 Awake, pfaltery and harp: I my/-/f willawake early. 

- g- I will praife thee, O Lorp, among the people: 
and J will fing praifes unto thee among the nations. 

4 For thy mercy is great above the heavens: and thy 
truth réacheth unto the clouds. : 

5 Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: and 
thy glory above all the earth ; 

! ‘6 Fhat thy beloved may be delivered: fave with thy 

right hand, and anfwer me. ‘ 

~ God hath fpoken in his holinefs ; I will rejoice; I 
‘will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth. 
8 Gilead és mine; Manaifeh is mine; Ephraim alfo 
is the ftrength of mine head ; Judah 7s my lawgiver ; 
-.g Moab is my wafhpot; over Edom will I caft out 
my fhoe; over Philiftia will I triumph. 

. “10 Who will bring me into the itrong city? who 

will lead me into Edom ? 

11 Wilt not thou, O God, who haft caft us off? and 
wilt not thou, O God, go forth with our hofts? 

r2Giveushelp from trouble: for vain isthe help ofman. 

- 43. Through God we fhall do valiantly: for he é# is 

that fhall tread down our enemies. 

/ PSAL CIX. 

1 David complaining of the flanders and ingratitude of bis 
enemies devoteth them to defiruction ; 21 complaining of 
Ais own muifery be prayeth for help. 

To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 

He not thy peace, O God of my praife ; 

2 For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth 
of the deceitful are opened againft me: they have fpo- 
ken again{t me witha lying tongue. 

3 They compaffed me about alfo with words of ha- 
tred ; and fought-againft me without a caufe. 
4 For my love they are my adverfaries: but I give 


myfelf unto prayer. ie 
5 n 





verfes of the 57th, and the latter part differs little from the eight laf 
verfes of the Goth. It was compofed by David, who begins it with 
iving God thanks for his mercy 3 as in the 6oth pfalm he laments the 
Svtorder in which he found the affairs of his kingdom when he frft 
afcended the throne. ‘ 
7, $9.] See commentary on P/akn lx. 6, 75 8. 


Gewnerat Rerrections on Pfaf. CVIIL 


‘The ufe we are t6' make of this pfalm is, that God is worthy to be 
praifed by us, be our trials what they may; that we fhould fill 
crave his affiitance, grounding our hope upon his word of promife, 
and relying on his omnipotent arm to accomplihh it in due time. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. CIX. 

What diftrefs have thoufands of ferious people fele in reading this 
pfalm! in which it is generally fuppofed that David uttered fuch curfes 
upon. his enemies; and yet when the pfalm is rightly confidered, iv 
clearly contains the curfes of David’s enemies upon David; for the 
curfes are not againft many, but one perion only. ; 

1 O God of my rave). Who art the only fubje& of my praifes, and 
in whom I giory, notvithftanding all the reproaches of mine enemies, 
ju full affurance of thy gra¢e and affifance. ; 

g Lgive myself sto prayer.) T-prey-even forthem, ant recommend 
myfelf to thy proveClion. 

éM 38 Like 





A prayer againft the wicked. | ~ PSALMS. 


. §.And they have rewarded me evil for good, and 
hatred for my love. a : 
& :6, Set thou a wicked man over him: and Iet Satan 
. ftand at his right hand. ; : 
7 When he fhall be judged, let him be condemned : 
and let his prayer become fin. . 
8 Let his days be few; and let another take his 
office. : % a n 
9. Let his children be fatherlefs,and his wife awidow. 
1o Let his children be continually vagabonds, and 


-beg:; Jet theni feck their bread alfo out of their defolate | 


places. . 


21 Let the extortioner catch all that he hath t and: 


let the ftrangers fpoil his Jabour: 2 
12 Let there be none to extend mercy unto him: 
néither let there be any to favoutr his fatherlefs children. 


13 Let his poflerity be cut off; and inthe generation §: 


following let their name be blotted out. ‘ 
14 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembere 
with the Lornp; and let not the fin of his mother b 
- blotted out. : ; 
-1g Let them be before the Lorp continually, that 
he may cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
16 Becaufe that he remembered not to fhew mercy, 


but perfecuted the poor and needy man, that he might [ 


even flay tha broken in heart. 
17 As he loved curfing, fo let it come unto him: 
as he delighted not in bleffing, fo let it be tar from him. 
18° As he clothed himfelf with curfing like as with 
his garment, fo let it come into his bowels like water, 
and like oil into his bones. 


19 Let it be unto him as the garment which covereth . 


him, for a girdle wherewith he is girded continually. 

20 Let this be the reward of mine adverfaries from 
the Lorp, and of them that fpeak evil againft my foul. 

21 But do thou for me, O Gop the Lord, for thy 
name’s fake: becaufe thy mercy 7s good, deliver thou me. 

22 Tor I am poor and needy, and my heart is 
wounded within me. ° ‘ 

23 lam gone like the fhadow when it declineth: I 
am toffeel up and down as the locutt. ; 

24 My. knees are weak through fafting; and my 
ficth faileth of fatnefs. ; 

25 I became alfo a reproach unto them: when they 
looked upon me thcy fhaked their heads. 

26 Help me, O Lorp my God: O fave me accord- 
ing to thy mercy: 

27 That they may know that this is thy hand ; that 
thou, Lor», haft done it. ne 
' 28 Let them curfe, but blefs thou: when they arife, 
let them be afhamed; but let thy fervant rejoice. 

29 Let mine adverfaries be clothed with fhame, and 


let them cover themfelves with their own confuifion, as 


with a mantle. 
30 1 will greatly praife the Lorp with my mouth; 
yea, I will praife him among the multitude. 


18 Like oil into his bones.] Oil, or any other moifture, put upon a 
bone, will canfe a miferable corruption therein. 


; GeneraLt Rervectrions on Pfal. CIX. 
‘We may learn in general from this pfalm, that God protects good men, 


fo his curfe ufuatly puifues the wicked, and chiefly thofe who opprets 
the innocent, and are hurtful to others: for if the curfes in this pfalm 
may even be underftood as pronounced by David againit others, we 
mutt confider him in quality ofa prophet, and as foretelling the 
miferies that await the wicked without repentanoe, 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL. Cx. 


1 Tbe Lord faid unto my Lord, &c.} This is the decree of the eternal 

Lord, that the great perfon whom we expect, and whom I honour as my 
lord. and mafter, fhall be advanced, after his fufferings to the highelt 
dignity in the heavens, and fhall reign with him as king ofall the world, 
till he hath perfeQly fubdued the mot powerful oppofers of his king- 
dom, and overcome death itfelf, by whom all mankind are conquered, 
24 The Lord hath fauorn, &c.} The Lord hath unchangeably refolved 
that thou fhalt be @ prie@ as well as a king, with full power to blefs ali 
thy fuljects, not only in thar age, but even to all eternity. oe) 
_ $. The Lord at thy right Land, 8c. This.may be fpoxen either to 
God the Father, at whofe right hand Chrift fitteth, or to the people of 
God, Chriit being faid to ftand at the right hand of his people. See 
PS. Cix. 31. i 7 : 
gt L 









A prediction of Chrift’s kingdom. 
31 For he fhall ftand at the right hand of the poor, 


‘to fave Aim from thofe that condemn his foul. 


PSAL CX, 
t A prediétion of the kingdom, 4, priefthood, & triumphs, 
: 7 and fufferings of Chrif. 
A Pfaim of David. 
‘He Lorp faid unto my Lord, Sit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footftool. 


2 The Lorp fhall fend the rod of thy ftrength out 


of Zion: rule thou in the midft of thine enemies. 
3: Thy people fial/ be willing in the day of thy power, 
in the beauties of holinefs from the womb of the morn-— 


‘ing: thou hafl the dew of thy youth. 


4 The Lory hath fworn, and will not repent, Thou 
art a prieft for ever after.the order of Melchizedek. 

§ The Lorp at thy right hand thall itrike through 
kings in the day of his wrath. ; 

6 He fhall judge among the heathen, he fhall Gil ¢Ze 
places with the dead bodies; he fhall wound the heads 
over Many countries. 

’ 9 He thall drink of the brook in the way: therefore 
fhall he lift up the head. 
PSAL. CXI. : 
The pfalmift by his exemple ineiteth others to praife God 
Jor his glorieus and gracious works. 
pes ye the Loro, I will praife the Lorp with 
my whole heart, in the affembly of the upright, and 
in the congregation. a 

2 The works of the Lorn are great, fought out of all 
them that have pleafure therein. : 

3 His work is honourable. and glorious: and his 
righteoufnefs endureth far ever. : ‘ 

4 He hath made his wonderful works to be remem- 
bered: the Lorn is gracious and full of compafiion. 
'. § He hath given meat unto them-that fear him: he 
will ever be mindful of his covenant. 

6 He hath fhewed his people the power of his works, 
that he may give them the heritage of the heathen. 

7 The works of his hands are verity and judgment ; 
all his commindments are fare. 

8 They ftand faft for ever and ever, and are done in 
truth and uprightneis. on foe F 

9 He fent redemption unto his people: he hath com- 
manded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend 7s 
his name. . 

10 The fear of: the Lorp és the beginning of wif. 
dom: a good underftanding have all they that do bis 
commandments : his praife cnadureth for ever. 

PSAL. CXIL. 
i The bleffcdnefs and fecurity of the godly: 10 the wicked 
Shall. repine thereat, ‘ 
RAISE yethe Lorv. Bleffed 7s the man shat 
feareth the Lorn, that delightcth greatly in his 
commandments. 
2 His 





Gewerat REFLECTIONS on Plal. CX, 


The royal prophet, in this pfalm, evidently {peaks of the great Mefliah 
his Lord, and the redeemer of the human race; for no other king: 
can, in any fenfe, be faid to fit at God’s right hand; nor was, there 
any prieft of the order of Melchizedek that could be a type of him. 


COMMENTARY on PSAL. CI. 

This pfalm is very artificially compofed in the original, confifting of 
as many fhort metres as there are letters in the Hebrew alphabet, and 
each of thofe fhort metres, or little fentences, beginning with thofe let- 
ters in the fame order as they ftand in the alphabe:; the pfalm properly 
begins with, «<I will praile the Lord, &c.” « Praife ye the Lord” being 
here only a kind of title to it, or a direétion to the fingers. 


GeneErau Rerrectrrons on Pal. CXI. 
Weare excited to praife the Lord for his works of creation, providence, 
and grace; and are taught, that the only true wifdom confifts in 
fearing God, and obeying his commands. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTE on PSAL. CXII. 


This pfalm {eems to be a commentzry on the laf verfe of the foregoing, 
fhewing how wifely they confult thzir own happinefs, who do the will 
of God, and are given to benevolence and hofpitality ; it is likewife 
cormpofed in the fame manner as the preceding one. 

: 9 Righteoufnc/i, 


An exhortation to praife God. 


‘ 2 His feed fall be mighty upon earth: the gene- 
ration of the upright fhall be bleffed. . 
3 Wealth and riches fai! be in his houfe: and his 
righteoufnefs endureth for ever. ‘ 
4 Unto the upright there arifeth light in the dark- 
nefs: be is gracious, and full of compaffion, and righ- 
téous. 
5 A good man fheweth favour, and Iendeth: he will 
tide-his affairs -with difcretion. 

6 Surely he fhall not be moved for ever: the righ- 
teous {hall bein everlafting remembrance. 

7 He fhall not be afraid of evil tidings: his heart is 
fixed, trufting in the Lorp. 

8 His heart is eftablifhed, he fhall not be afraid, un- 
til he fee Ais defre upon his enemies. 

9 He hath difperfed, he hath given to the poor ; his 
righteoufnefs endureth for ever ; his horn fhall be ex- 
alted with honour. 

10 The wicked fhall fee 7, and be grieved; he fhall 
gnaih with his teeth, and melt away: the defire of the 
wicked fhall perifh. : 

PSAL. CXIII. 
An exhortation to praife God for bis merciful condefcenfion 
fo bts creatures. . 
pre ye the Lorn. Praife, O ye fervants of 
the Lorn, praife the name of the Lorn. 

2 Bleffed be the name of the Lorp from this time 
forth and for evermore. : 

3 From the riling of the fun unto the going down 
of the fame the Lorp’s name is to be praifed. 

4 The Lorn is high above all nations, and his glory 


above the heavens. |. - 
5 Who is like unto the Lorp our God, who dwelleth 


on high. 

6 Who humbleth bim/eif to behold the things that 
ac in heaven, and in the earth! 

7 He raifeth up the poor out of the duft, and lifteth 
the needy out of the dunghill ; 

8 That he may fet dim with princes, evex with the 
princes of his people. 

He maketh the barren woman to keep houfe, and 
to be a joyful mother of children. Praife ye the Loxp. 
PSAL. CXIV. : 
The miracles of God's power, when he brought his people 
out of Fie ypt, are a jufl ground of fearing him. 
HEN {fracl went out of Egypr, the houfe of 
Jacob from a people of ftrange language ; 

2 Judah was his fanctuary, avd Ifracl his dcminion. 

3 The fea faw 7, and fled: Jordan was driven back. 

4 The mountains fkipped like rams, and the little 
hills like lambs. : 

What ailed thee, O thou fea, that thou fleddeft? 
thou Jordan, /hat-thou waft driven back? | 

6 Ye mountains, ‘bat ye fkipped like rams; and ye 
little hills, like lambs ? / 

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the prefence of the Lorp, 
at the prefence of the God of Jacob ; 

8 Which turned the rock uo a ftanding water, the 
flint into a fountain of watcrs. - 
er 

g Rightesusneft, &c.]  “* Righteoufnefs” here fignifies alms. 

Genenant Reruecrions on Pfai. CXI. 


We learn from hence, that they who Jove and ferve God, fhall be 
‘blefied, and proteéted from evil ; while the wicked fhall inherit for- 


row, and be difappointed of his hope. 
COMMENTARY on PSAL. CXIII. 


The Hebrews cail this pfalm and the five next by the name of Hallel, 
or hymns, which they recited at their tables in the new moons and 
other fealts, efpecially in the pafchal night, after they had eaten the 
lamb, concluding it with Hallelujah. 

Generar REFLECTIONS on Pial. CAIIE. 

We are hereby excited to praife the Lord continually 5 and to extol the 
benevolent providence of the mo! High, which extends to this lower 
world, and fupplies the want of all its nhabitants: but is peculiarly 
mindful of his people. : ‘ aie 

COMMENTARY anv NOTE on PSAL. CXIV. 


2 fudch was bis fandvary, &e 7 There was a moft glorious ap- 


‘PSALMS. 


their God? ; 





- go down into filence. _ 


‘and for evermorc. 


low, and he helped me. 


“The vanity of idles 


; PSA L. CKXV. 4 
t God ts called upou tv affert his wwis ‘honour againft the 
Laas of the ee Gp 4 The vanity a iduls. 9 An 
exhortation to truft in God, 12 who will blefs aud pre- 
frrve fis church, < : Lae 
oT unto us, O Lorn, not unto us, but unto thy 
ates give glory, ‘for thy mércy avd tor thy 
2 Wherefore fhould the heathen fay, Where is now 
3 But our God és in the heavens: he hath done 
whatfoever he hath pleafed. a 
4 Their idols are filver and gold, the works of men’s 
hands. 
5 They have mouths, but they {peak not: eyes have 


| they, but they fee nor: 


6 They have ears, t : , 
they, Bie they fmell oe ae ee Ral ee ee 
’ ‘7 They have hands, but they handle not: feet have 
re pees walk not: neither fpeak they through 

8 They that make them are like unto them; _/o is 
every one that trufteth in them. - ° -- 

g O Mfrael, truit thou in the Lorn: he és their help. 


and their fhicld. 


10 O houfe of Aaron, truft in the Lorp: he és their 


help and their fhield. 


rr Ye that fear the Lorn, truft in the Lorp: he.is 


their help and their fhicld. 


12 The Lorp hath been mindful of us: he Sit 


blefs us ; he will blefs the houfe of Ifrael; he wi 
the houfe of Aaron. oats Rewall blefs, 


13 He will blefs them that fear the Lorn, doth fmall 


and great. : 


t4 The Lorp fhall increafe you more and more, you 


and your children. 


15 Ye are blefied of the Lory which made heaven 


and: earth. : 


16 The heaven, cven the heavens, are the Lorv’s: 


but the earth hath he given to the children of men. 


_17 The dead praife nor the Lory, neither any’ that 
+8 Buc we will blefs the Lorn from this time forth 
Praife the Lokp.- a ; 
: PSAL. CXY¥I. 4 
1 The plaluif profeffeth love and dutiful fervice t6 God-for 
his deliverance: he fludieth to exprefs his thankfultefs. 
Love the Lorn, becaufe he hath heard my voice 


and my fupplications. 
2 Becaufe he hath inclined his'car unto me, there- 


fore will I call upon bim as long as I live. 


3 The forrows of death compaffed me, and the pains 


‘ofthell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and forrow. 


4 Then called 1} upon the name of the Lorn; O 


Lorp, I befecch thee, deliver my foul. 


« Gracious is the Lorn, and righteous ; yea, our 


God és merciful. . 


6 The Lorn preferveth the fimple?: I was broughr 


7 Return 





pearance of God among them, by that Iuminous cloud, the token of 
his prefence, which then had no other place for his fan&tuary, bur ftood 
over the whole camp of lfrael, whom he then took fur his peculiar - 


kingdom. ; ; 


Generar REFLECTIONS On Pfal. CXIV, 


From the wonders wrought by the Lord, in the deliverance of his peo-. 


ple of old, we are here exhorted to adore him, and walk humb. ly ine 
his fight. - : 
COMMENTARY axv NOTE on PSAL., CXV. 
8 They that make them, &c¢.] To what, but to thofe idols, fhall we 


compare the makers of them, and thofe who confide in them? who are 
mere images of men, ‘having eyes, but do not fee that the very brutes 
are more excellent than fuch gods, and that the leaft help is not to be 


expcated from them. 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Pfal..CXV. “i 


From the.vanity of idols, we are here taught, that God alone is worthy 


of all our confidence 3 for. he is the defence of his people, who derivé 
all temporal and {pititual bleflings from him. : : 
COMMENTARY 





Exhortations to praise God. 
~~» Return unto thy reft, © my foul; for the Lorp 
hath dealt bountifully with thee. 


8 For thou haft delivered my foul from death, mine 


eyes from tears, ad my feet from falling. 
“g ¥ will walk before the Lonp in the land of the 
living. 
10 I believed, therefore have I fpoken: I was greatly 
afflicted : : 
14, | faid in my hafte, All men are liars. 
12 What fhall I render unto the Lorp for all his 
benefits toward me? 
13 I will take the cup of falvation, and call upon the 
name of the Lorp. 
“14. I'will pay my vows unto the Lorp now in the 
prefence of all his people. 


1¢ Precious in the fight of the Lorn is the death of { 


his faints. 

16 O Lokp, truly I am thy fervant; I am thy fer- 
vant; and the fon of thine handmaid : thou haft loofed 
my bonds.* 2 - 

17 I will offer to thee the facrifice of thankfgiving, 
and will call upon the name of the Lorn. : 

18 I will pay my vows unto the Lorp now in the 
prefence of all his people. . 3 

19 Inthe courts of the Lorn’s houfe, in the midft 
of thee, O-Jerufalem. Praife ye the Larp. 

a Ae PSAL. CXVI. 
Am exhortation to praife God for his mercy aud. truth. 
Praife the Loap, all ye nations: praife him, all 

Pp ye people. ; ; 

2: For his merciful kindnefs is great toward us: and 
the trtth of the Lorn exdureth for ever. Praife ye the 


Lore. 
PSAL. CXVII. . 
x «4a exhortation to praife God for his mercy. 5 The pfalmift 
by his own experience fheweth how good it is to truft im 
God. 19 The coming of oe in bis kingdom is expreffed. 
Give thanks unto the Lorn: for he is good; be- 
’ caufe his mercy endureth for ever. 
2 Let Hrael now fay, that his mercy exdureth for ever. 
3, Let the houfe of Aaron now fay, that his mercy 


endureth for ever. ; 
4 Let them now that fear the Lorp fay, that his 


t 


mercy exdureth for ever. 

5 I called upon the Lor» in diftrefs: the Lorp an- 
fwered me, and fet me in a large place. 

6 The Lorp is on my fide ; I will not fear: what 
can man do unto me? 

7 The Lorp taketh my part with them that help 
me: therefore fhall I fee my defire upon. them that hate 
me. 

8, Jt és better to truft in the Lorn than to put con- 
fidence in man. 

9 It és,better to.truft in the Lorp than to put con- 
fidence in princes. 

1o All nations compaffed me about: but in the 
name of the Lorn will I deftroy them. 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on PSAL,. CXVI. 

13 The cup of falwation, &c.] It was a cuftom among the Ifraelites, 
in their facrifices of thank{giving for any remarkable victory or deli- 
verance, for the father of the family, at the feaft which they always 
made-on thofe occafrons, to take a cup in his hand; and ufe a certain 
form: of bleffing, and, having drank, to-caufe the cup to pafs round to 

. all the company : from this cuftom our Saviour took the ceremony of 
the holy communion., 

15 Precious ix the fight of the Lord, &c.| If the Lord fuffers his peo- 
ple to be deftroyed by their perfecution, he gives them a hope full of 
immortality; which renders their death delightfal to him, and the gate 
of blifs to them. 

GenzraLt Rereegerrons on Pfal. CXVI. 

We are led; ftom, hance to place our whole dependence on the wonted 
goodnes.of the: Almighty, to be truly thanicful to him, and to call 
npon all around to rejaice together with us in his mercy. 

. COMMENTARY on PSAL. CXVI. 

This pfalm, like the r1oth, feems to be alzogether prophetital of the 
joy that the world fhould congejve at the coming of the Meffiah, to 
give falvation to the Jews firit, and afterwards to all the nations of the 
earth, according to his faithfal promife. The reflection fuggefted to us 
Hereftom, is, f : 

Sax his unbounded and uymerited goodnefer 


PSALMS. 


at we fhould offer to Goda conftant tribute of praife jf 





11 They compafied me about ; yea, they compaficd 
me about : but in the name of the Lorp I will deftroy 
them. 
1z They compaffed me about like bees; they are 
quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of 
the Lorp I will deftroy them. 
13 Thou haft thruft fore at me that I might fall: but 
the Lorp helped me. 
14. The Lorn zs my ftrength and fong, and is be- 
come my falvation. 
1s The voice of rejoicing and falvation és in the ta- 
bernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the Lorn 
doth valiantly. : 
16 The right hand of the Logo is exalted : the right 
hand of the Lorn doeth valiantly. 
17 I thall not die, but live, and declare the works 
of the Lorp. 
18 The Lorn hath chaftened me fore: but he hath 
not given me over unto death. 
1g Open to me the gates of rightcoufnefs : I will ge 
in to them, aud I will praife the Lorn: 
20 This gate of the Lorn, into which the righteous 
fhall enter. i 
21 I will praife thee: for thou haft heard me, and 
art, become my falvation. 
22 The ftone which the builders refufed is become 
the head fowe of the corner. 
23 This is the Lorp’s doing ; it ¢s marvellous in our 
eyes. 
24 This zs the day which the Lorp hath made; we. 
will rejoice and be glad in it. ; 
25 Save now, I befeech thee, O Lorp: O Lorn, I 
befeech thee, fend now profperity. 
26 Bleffed 4e he that cometh in the name of the 
Tarp: we have bleffed you out of the houfe of the 
ORD. i 
27 God is the Loro, which hath fhewed us light: 
bind the facrifice with cords, evex unto the horns of the 
altar. 
28 Thou art my God, and I will praife thee: thos 
art my God, I will exalt thee. 
29 O give thanks unto the Loan; for be és good : 
for his mercy endureth for ever. 
PSAL. CXIX. 
This plaln containeth fundsy prayers, praifes, aud proféf- 
froxs of obedience. : 
x ALEPH. 
LESSED are the undefiled in the way, who 
walk in the law of the Lorp. 
2 Bleffed ave they that keep his teftimonies, aud that 
feek him with the whole heart. 
3 They alfo do no iniquity : they walk in his ways. 
4 Thou haft commanded us to keep thy precepts 
diligently. ; 
5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy ftatutes! 
6 Then fhall I not be afhamed, when I have refpect. 
unto all thy commandments. 
7 I will 
ee a 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. CXVIII. 


This pfaim was compofed by David after God had fettled him on 
the throne of [frael as well as Judah, and fubdued all his enemies round 
about him. Several paffages of it relate to the Meffiah, and were never 
fulfilled till our great Redeemer was made king of his church. 

22 The fone which the builders, &c.] He whom the great men and 
rulers of the people rejected, is now become our king, to whom we 
mutt all join ourfelves if we hope for fafety: this glorious perfon is now 
exalted to be the Lord of all the world, and the foundatipn of all men’s 
happinefs, 


GeneraLut Rgerrectrions on Pla. CXVIII. 


The Holy Ghoft fignifies, in this pfalm, that the Meffiah fhould be 
rejeéted by the elders of the Jews, and notwithftanding that, fhould 
become the king and the head of the church; which has been accom- 
plithed-in Jefiss Chrift’s crucifixion, refurreétion and afcenfion. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL, CXIX. ver. 1~32. 


5 Ole my ways, &e,] O that I may be ever one of thofe happy 
men! I have pe car wifh than this, that all the ations of my 
life may. be. ordered and governed according te thy will, 


2 ; . 31 Thy 


Truft in God recommended, 





Sundry prayers, pratfes, PSALMS. and profeffions of obedience. 


B . 39 Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy 
B Judgments are good. 
} = 40 Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken 
q me in thy righteoufnels. 
1VA UV. ; 

41 Let thy mercies come alfo unto me, O Lorp, 
even thy falvation, according to thy word. 

42 So fhall I have v herewith to anfwer him that re- 
proacheth me: for I truft in thy word. 
43 And take not the word of truth utterly out of 
| My mouth; for I have hoped in thy judgments. 

44 So thall I keep thy law continually for ever and 
ever. 

45 And I will walk at liberty: for I feck thy pre- 
f cepts. 
f 46 I will fpeak of thy teftimonies alfo before kings, 
and will not be afhamed. 

47 And I will delight myfelfin thy commandments, 
which I have loved. : 
p60 4.8 My hands alfo will I lift up unto thy command- 
f ments, which I have loved; and 1 will meditate in thy 


ftatutes. 
tTZAIN. 

49 Remember the word unto thy fervant, upon 
¥ which thou halt caufed mc to hope. 
50 This 7s my comfort in my affliction: for thy 
f word hath quickened me. 
' 51 The proud have had me greatly in derifion: yet 
» have I not declined from thy law. 
52 I remembered thy judgments of old, O Lorn; 


f and have comforted mytelf. 
53 Horror hath taken hold upon me becaufe of the 
f wicked that forfake thy law. 

54 Thy ftatutes have been my fongsin the houfe of 
my pilgrimage. ; 
55 Phage remembered thy name, O Lorp, in the 
f night, and have kept thy law. 
$6 This I had, becaufe I kept thy precepts. 

nCHET H. | 

57 Thou art my portion, O Lorp: I have faid that 


I would keep thy words. 
58 lintreated thy favour with way whole heart: be 
f merciful unto me according to thy word. 
J = 59 1 thought on my ways, and turned my feet unto 
f thy teftimonies. 
y 60 I made hafte, and delayed not to keep thy com- 


} mmandments. 
61 The bands of the wicked have robbed me: dxt 


| I have not forgotten thy law. 
62 At midnight I will rife to give thanks unto thee 


i becaufe of thy righteous judgments. 
63 J ama companion of all them that fear thee, and 


| of them that keep thy precepts. 

f§ 64 Theearth, O Lorp, is full of thy mercy : teach 
f me thy ftatutes. 

o TET H. 


f 3 65 Thou haft dealt well with thy fervant, O Lorn, 
f according unto thy word. 
66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for 
i I have believed thy commandments. 

§ 67 Before I was afflicted I went aftray: but now 

have I kept thy word. 

f 68 Thou art good, and doeft good; teach me thy 
j itatutes. 

7 69 The proud have forged a lie againft me; dut I 
j will keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 


‘7 I will praife thee with uprightnefs of heart, when 

J fhali have learned thy righteous judgments. 

8 I will keep thy flatutes: O forfake me not utterly. 

3.BET H. 

9 Wherewithal fhall a young man cleanfe his way ? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy word. 

10 With my whole heart have I fought thee: Olet 
me not wonder from thy commandments. 

11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might 
not fin againit thee. 

12 Bleffed ar# thou, O Lorp: teach me thy ftatutes. 

13 With my lips have I declared all the judgments 
of thy mouth. 

14 [have rejoiced in the way of thy teftimonies, as 
much as in all riches. 

15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have refpect 


unto thy ways. 
16 I will delight myfelf in thy ftatutes: I will not 


forget thy word. 
aa 7GIMEL. 


17 Deal bountifully with thy fervant, that I may 
live, and keep thy word. 

18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law. 

19 I ama ftranger in the earth: hide not thy com- 
mancdments from me. 

20 My foul breaketh for the longing that it hath unto 
thy judements at all times. 

21 JVhou haft rebuked the proud that are curfed, 
which do err from thy commandments. 

22 Remove from me reproach and contempt ; for I 
have kept thy teftimonies. 

23 Princes alfo did fit and {peak againft me: but thy 
fervant did meditate in thy ftatutes. 

24 Thy teftimonies alfo are my delight, and my 


counfellors. 
TNA LET H. 
25 My foul cleaveth unto the duft: quicken thou 
tme according to thy word. 
26 I have declared my ways, and thou heardeft me: 
tteach me thy ftatutes. 
27 Make me to underftand the way of thy precepts: 
ffo fhall 1 talk of thy wondrous works. 
28 My foul melteth for heavinefs: ftrengthen thou 
ime according unto thy word. 
29 Remove from me the way of lying: and grant 
ine thy law gracioully. 
30 1 have chofen the way of truth: thy jadgments 
have I laid before me. 
gi I have ttuck unto thy teftimonies: O Lorop, put 
mie not to fhame. 
32 I will run the way of thy commandments, when 
thou fhalt enlarge my heart. 
nH E. 
33 Teach me, O Lorn, the way of thy fatutes; 
and IJ fhall keep it unto the end. 
34 Give me underftanding, and I fhall keep thy 
Taw; yea, I fhall obferve it with my whole heart. 
-g5 Make me to goin the path of thy command- 
ments ; for therein do I delight. 
36 Incline my heart unto thy teftimonies, and not 
to covetoufnefs. 
37 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity ; 
azd quicken thou me in thy way. 
38 Stablifh thy word unto thy fervant, who is de- 
weed to thy fear. 


rer nee enter en reeatengnnpeee-vunnentannepe 
11 Thy word have J hid in mine heart, &c.] I have laid up thy word 
in my heart, as the moft precious creafure. 
29 Remove from me'the way of lying, &c.] Far be all fraud and falf- 
hood from me, whereby mine enemies contrive to effect my ruin. 























¥o Their 





38 Stablifh thy word, &c.] Make good thy promife. of 
52 L remembered thy judgments of old, &c.] 1 have called to mind in 
8 all foregoing ages, that thou haft {uffered good men to fall inta great 
f calamities, tomake them more illuftrious through fufferings ; and in this 
thought J comforted myfelf. : Bo 
A $5 TL have remembered thy name, &c.] While others were buried in fleep 
f and filence, I have been meditating on thy goodnefs, thy power, and 
A thy truth. 7 
57 Lhou art my portion, &c.] I do not think myfelf poor as long as I 
have an intereft in thy love and in thy promifes. i 
6: The bands of the wicked have robbed mc, &e.] The Septuagint 
and Vulgate have it, The cords of the wicked have entangled me. fs 
72 


Generar REFLECTIONS an ver. 132. 

Thefe verfes reprefent the happinefs of thofe who keep the divine com- 
mands ; let us cherefore afk of God to give us grace to underfiand his 
holy law, and obferve it continually. 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES own ver. 33—72- 
83 Unto the end.) Gontinually, without intermiffion. 
No. 43. . 


_ The benefit of afflictions. PSALMS. The pfalmift’s love of God's law, 


70 Their heart is as fat as greafe; but I delight in 
thy law. : 

71 It is good for me that I have been afflied; that 
I might learn thy ftatutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth is better unto me than 
thoufands of gold and filver. 

‘JOD. 

73 Thy hands have made me and fafhioned me: 
give me underftanding, that I may learn thy com- 
mandments. 

74 They that fear thee will be glad when they fee 
me; becaufe I have hoped in thy word. 

75 I know, O Lorn, that thy judgments are right, 
and fhbat thou in faithfulnefs haft afflicted me. 

76 Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindnefs be for my 
comfort, according to thy word unto thy fervant. 

77 Let thy tender mercies come unto me, that I 
may live: for thy law 7s my delight. 

78 Let the proud be afhamed; for they dealt per- 
verlly with me without a caule : but I will meditate in 
thy precepts. 

79 Let thofe that fear thee turn unto me, and thofe 
that have known thy teftimonies. 

80 Let my heart be found in thy ftatutes; that I 
be not afhamed. 

s>CA PH. 

8i My foul fainteth for thy falvation: but I hope 
in thy word. 

82 Mine eyes fail for thy word, faying, When wilt 
thou comfort me? 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the {moke ; yet 
do I not forget thy ftatutes. 

84. How many are the days of thy fervant? when 
wilt thouexecute judgment onthem that perfecuteme? 

85 The proud have digged pits for me, which are 
not after thy law. 

86 Allthy commandments are faithful: they perfe- 
cute me wrongfully ; help thou me. 

87 They had almoft confumed me upon earth; but 
I forfook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken meafter thy lovingkindnefs ; fo fhall I 
keep the teftimony of thy mouth. 

SLAME D. 

89 For ever, O Lorp, thy word is fettled in heaven. 

go Thy faithfulnefs 7s unto all generations: thou 
haft eftablifhed the earth, and it abideth. 

91 They continue this day according to thine ordi- 
nances: for all are thy fervants. 

92 Unlefs thy law ad been my delights, I fhould 
then have perifhed in mine affliction. 

3 I will never forget thy precepts: for with them 
thou haft quickened me. 
_ 94 Lam thine, fave me; for I have fought thy pre- 
cepts. 

95 The wicked have waited for me to deftroy me: 
but I will confider thy teftimonies. 

96 I have feen an end of all perfection: dxf thy 
commandment is exceeding broad. 





70 As fat as greafe, &c.| This is very improperly rendered in the 
liturgy, As fat as brawn, becaufe fwine’s flefh not being eaten by the 
Jews, they could have no knowledge of brawn. 


Generar Rerrectrions on Ver..33—72. 


That we may enter into thefe pious fentiments, let us beg of God that 
he would make us always fenfible of the effect of his mercies, that he 
would fupport us in all dangers ; and, above all, that he would never 
deprive us of his word. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Ver. 73—104. 


73 Thy bunds have made me, &c.] As thou haft given mea natural 
being, {6 give me a fpiritual being in faith and knowledge. 

83 Like a bottle in the fuoke, Sc.) My fkin is thrivelled up like a bor- 
tle that has been long in the fmoke. The rea+er will be pleafed to re- 
colleét (as we hinted before) that their bottles were made of leather, 
fee Ifaiah ix. 13. 

88 Quicken me after thy lovingkindnefi, &c.] Deal kindly with me, O 
Le raife me from this forlorn ftate whercin I lie like a man tha 
is dead. : 

‘. 89 Thy word is fettled in beaven.| Thou art eternal, O Lord, and 
changeft not ; thy promuifes are like thyfelf, fixed and fettled; though 
here they feem to fuffer many changes, lots, and diminutions. 


nM EM. 
97 O how love I thy law! it zs my meclitation all 
the day. 
98 Thou through thy commandmenis haft made me 
wifer than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. 
99 l have more underftanding than all my teachers: 
for thy teftimonies are my meditation. 
100 I underftand more than the ancients, becaufe I 
keep thy precepts. 
1or | have refrained my feet from every evil way, 
that I might keep thy word. 
102 Ithave not departed from thy judgments: for 
thou haf taught me. 
103 How iweet are thy words unto my talte! yea, 
fweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104 Through thy precepts I get underftanding = 
therefore I hate every falfe way. 
NUN. 
105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path. 
106 I have fworn, and I will perform 72, that 1 will 
keep thy righteous judgments. 
107 Lam afflicted very much: quicken me, O Lorn, 
according unto thy word. 
108 Accept, I befeech thee, the free-will offerings of 
my mouth, O Loan, and teach me thy judgments. 
109 My foul zs continually in my hand: yet do I 
not forget thy law. 
110 The wicked have laid a fnare for me: yet E 
erred not from thy precepts. 
rir Thy teftimonies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever: for they @re the rejoicing of my heart. 
112 I have inclined mine heart to perform thy fa. 
tutes alway, even unto the end. 
DSAMEC H. 
113 I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love. 
114 Thou art my hiding place and my fhield: I 
hope in thy word. 
115 Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep 
the commandments of my God. 
116 Uphold me according unto thy word, that I 
may live: and let me not be afhamed of my hope. 
117 Hold thou me up, and I fhall be fafe: and I will 
have refpect unto thy ftatutes continually. 
118 Thou haft trodden down all them that err from 
thy ftatutes: for their deceit is falfhood. 
119 Thou puttelt away all the wicked of the earth 
like drofs: therefore I love thy teftimonies. ; 
120 My flefh trembleth for fear of thee; and J am 
afraid of thy judgments. 
yAIN. 
121 Lhave done judgment and juftice: leave me 
not to mine opprefiors. 
122 Be furety for thy fervant for good: let not the 
proud opprefs me. 
123 Mine eyes fail for thy falvation, and for the 
word of thy righteoufneds. 
124 Deal 








g T have fen an end of all perfection, &¢,} I perceive all things come 
to a fpeedy end; whereas the wifdom which thou halt revealed to us is 
eternal, and endureth for ever. 

98 Thou through thy commandments haft made me wifer than mine 
enemics, &¢.] By believing and obeying thy commands, I have defeated 
all the fubtle devices of mine enemies, and confounded them. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Ver. 73—104. 


David here Shews us, that all the evils which the richtcous fuffer, are 
fo far from making them forfake the Jaw of God, that they en- 
gage them to cleave to it more firmly 5 that this law is moil perfect 
and excellent; and that the fweetnefs we tafte in the knowledge 
and love of it furpaffés all earthly delights. May God give us grace 
to adopt thefe fentiments, and confirm us in them more and 
more. 

COMMENTARY axv NOTES on Ver. 105-144. 
105 Thy awvord is a lamp, &c.] Thy word is my only guide, whofe 
dire€tion I follow in all the dark and difficult paflages of my life. 
109 My foul is continually in my hand, &c.] I am in continual danger 
of my life. ‘ 
120 My ficfh tremblerh, &c.] 1 tremble in every part, left 1 fhould, 


by any difobedience, incur thy fevere dilpleafure. , 
126 They 


The excellence of God’s judgment. 


124 Deal with thy fervant according unto thy mercy, 


and teach me thy {tatutes. 

125 I am thy fervant; give me underftanding, that 
1 may know thy teftimonies. 

126 it is time for thee, Lorn, to work: /or they 
have made void thy law, 

127 Therefore I love thy commandments above 
gold; yea, above fine gold. 

128 Therefore I efteem all t4y precepts concerning all 
things to be right; and I hate every falfe way. 

DPE. 

129 Thy teftimonies are wonderful: therefore doth 
my foul keep them. 

830 The entrance of thy. words giveth light; it giv- 
eth underftanding unto the fimple. 

131 I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed 


for thy commandments. 
132 Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, 


as thou ufett to do unto thofe that love thy name. 

133 Order my fteps in thy word: and let not any 
iniquity have dominion over me. o 

134 Deliver me from the oppreffion of man: fo will 
I keep thy precepts. 

135 Make thy face to fhine upon thy fervant; and 
teach me thy ftatutes. 

136 Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, becaufe 
they keep not thy law. 

x TZADDI 
137 Righteous art thou,-O Lorp, and upright are 


thy judgments. 
138 Thy teftimonies ¢4at.thou haft commanded arr 


righteous and very faithfel.- 

139 My zeal hath confumed me, becaufe mine 
enemies have forgotten thy words. 

140 Thy word /s very pure: therefore thy fervant 


loveth it. 
141 Lam {mall and defpifed: yet do not I forget thy 


precepts. A 
142 Thy righteoufnefs 7s an everlafling righteouf- 


nefs, and thy law zs the truth. 
143 Trouble and anguifh have taken hold on me: 


yet thy commandments are my delights. 

144 Therighteoufnefs of thy teftimonies zs everlaft- 
ing: give me underftanding, and I fhall live, 

pkKOP H. 

145 Icried with my whole heart; hear me, OLorn: 
I will keep thy ftacutes. 

146 I cried unto thee; fave me, and I hall keep thy 
teltimonies. : 

147 I prevented the dawning of the morning, and 
cried: I hoped in thy word. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the night watches, that I 
might meditate in thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkind- 
nefs: O Lorn, quicken me according to thy judgment. 

150 They draw nigh that follow after mifchief: they 
are far from thy law. 

151 Thou aré near, O Lorp; andall thy command- 


ments @re truth. : 








126 They have made void thy law.] They have taken away the 
honour and authority due to it, and have brought it into the utmof 


contempt. 
130 The extrance of thy words giveth light, &¢.J When aman doth 


bur begin to be acquainted with thy word, he finds his mind enlightened 

wich fuch clear and ufeful knowledge, as direéts the moft fimple how to 

live happy. 

- 443 Trouble and anguith, Scc.} Though involved in the foreft ftraits, 

yet Ido not forfake, but find great confolation in the ftudy of thy 

commandments. 
Generavt Reruections on Ver. ros—r4q. 

From thefe verfes we are taught to take the law of the Lord for out 
perpetual inheritance, and to make it the joy of our heart ; to dread 
the judgments which he cauieg to fall upon thofe who turn away 
from him; and be affured, that he never punifhes thofe who walk in 
his fear, 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Ver. 145—-176. 
$47 J prevented the dawening, &c.] Before the morning light ap- 


PSALMS. 


























The pfalimift’s delight in God's word, 


152 Concerning thy teftimonies, I have known of 
old that thou haft founded them for ever. 
“RES H. 

153 Confider mine affliction, and deliver me: for E 
do not forget thy law. 

154 Plead my caufe, and deliver me: quicken me 
according to thy word. 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked: for they feek 
not thy ftatutes. 

156 Great are thy tender mercies, O Lorn: quicken 
me according to thy judgments. " 

157 Many are my perfecutors and mine enemies 3 
yet do I not decline from thy teftimonies. 

158 I beheld the tranfgreffors, and was grieved ; 
becaufe they kept not thy word. 

159 Confider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, 
O Lorn, according to thy lovingkindnefs. 

160 Thy word ¢s true.from the beginning: and every 
one of thy righteous judgments endureth for ever. 

wSCHIN. 

161 Princes have perfecuted me without a caufe: 
but my heart ftandeth in awe of thy word. 
a I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great 
poil. 
163 I hate and abhor lying: Sut thy law doI love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praife thee becanfe of 
thy righteous judgments. 

165 Great peace have they which love thy law: and 
nothing fhall offend them. 

166 Lorn, I have hoped for thy falvation, and done 
thy commandments. 

167 My foul hath kept thy teftimonies; and I love 
them exceedingly. 

168 J have kept thy precepts and thy teftimonies: 
for all my ways are before thee. 

nTA U. 

169 Let my cry come near before thee, O Lorp: 
give me underftanding according to thy word. 

170 Let my fupplication come before thee: dcliver 
me according to thy word. 

171 My lips fhall utter praife, when thou haft taught 
me thy ftatutes. 

172 My tongue fhall fpeak of thy word: for all thy 
commandments ¢re righteoufnefs. 

173 Let thine hand help me; for I have chofen thy 
precepts. 

174 I have longed for thy falvation, O Lorn: and 
thy law zs my delight. 

175 Let my foul live, and it fhall praife thee; and 
let thy judgments help me. 

176 I have gone aftray like a loft theep; feek thy 
fervant; for I da not forget thy commandments. 

PSAL. CXX. 
1 David prayeth againft his enemy, by whofe calumnies he 
had been driven to refide among ftrangers, 
A Song of degrees. 
N my diftrefs I cried unto the Lorp, and he heard 


me. 
2 Deliver my foul, O Lorp, from lying lips, and 


from a deceitful tongue. 
3 What 


| 





peared, I fent up my early cries unto thee, conftantly expecting the 
performance of thy promife to me. 

158 I beheld, &c.] It provokes my forrow to fee that there is no faith, 
nor truth, nor gratitude, in thefe tranfgrefiors. 

164 Seven times, &c.] Often; “ feven,” in fcripture-language, is 
ufed for many; fee Lew. xxvi. 18, 1 Sam. ii. 5. Prow. xxiv. 16. and 
XXVI. 25, 

168 All my ways are befare thee.] I know that nothing can be done 
fo fecretly, but thou art perfectly acquainted with it, 

175,176 Let my foul live, &c.] O fpare my life, and I will de- 
vote it to thy praife; fend me relicf, by executing the judgments 
thou hait decreed againft my enemies, O thou watchful guardian of 


Ifrael. 
Generar RerrecTions on Ver, 145-176. 

We may obferve, that this pfalm defcribes the works of g»0d men; and 
the exceHent prayers interfperfed throughout, teach us, that the way 
to be truly happy, is, to call on God continually, befeech him to en- 
lighten our minds, teach us his law, incline our hearts to obey, take 
care of us, ever guide us by his providence and holy Spirit, and bring 


us to glory. 
COMMENTARY 





‘The benefit of afflictions. 


7o Their heart is as fat as greafe, but I delight in 
thy law. . 

71 It is good for me that I have been affli&ed; that 
I might learn thy ftatutes. 

72 The law of thy mouth fs better unto me than 
thoufands of gold and filver. 

»sJOD. 

73 Thy hands have made me and fafhioned me: 
give me underftanding, that I may learn thy com- 
mandments. 

74 They that fear thee will be glad when they fee 
me; becaufe I have hoped in thy word. 

75 I know, O Lorp, that thy judgments are right, 
and ‘dat thou in faithfulnefs haft afflicted me. 

76 Let, I pray thee, thy merciful kindnefs be for my 
comfort, according to thy word unto thy fervant. 

77 Let thy tender mercies.come unto me, that I 
may live: for thy law zs my delight. 

78 Let the proud be afhamed ; for they dealt per- 
verfly with me without a caufe : but i will meditate in 
thy precepts. 

79 Let thofe that fear thee turn unto me, and thofe 
that have known thy teftimonies. 

80 Let my heart be found in thy ftatutes; that I 
bé not afhamed. 

>CAPH. 

81 My foul fainteth for thy falvation: ba¢ I hope 
in thy word. 

82 Mine eyes fail for thy word, faying, When wilt 
thou comfort me? 

83 For I am become like a bottle in the fmoke 3 yet 
do I not forget thy ftatutes. 

84 Wow many are the days of thy fervant? when 
wilt thou execute judgment onthem that perfecuteme? 

85 The proud have digged pits for me, which are 
not after thy law. 

86 Allthy commandments are faithful: they perfe- 
cute me wrongfully ; help thou me. 

87 They had almott confumed me upon earth; but 
I forfook not thy precepts. 

88 Quicken me after thy lovingkindnefs ; fo fhall I 
keep the teftimony of thy mouth. 

SLAME D. 

89 For ever, O Lorn, thy word is fettled in heaven. 

g0 Thy faithfulnefs 7s unto all generations: thou 
hait eftablifhed the earth, and it abideth. 

91 They continue this day according to thine ordi- 
nances: for all are thy fervants. 

92 Unlefs thy law had been my delights, I fhould 
then have perifhed in mine affliction. 

93 I will never forget thy precepts: for with them 
thou haft quickened me. 

94 Iam thine, fave me; for I have fought thy pre- 
cepts. 

95 The wicked have waited for me to deftroy me: 
but I will confider thy teftimonies. 

96 I have feen an end of all perfection: but thy 
commandment /s exceeding broad. 





_ 70 ds fat as greafe, &c.] This is very improperly rendered in the 
liturgy, As fat as brawn, becaufe fwine’s flefh not being eaten by the 
Jews, they could have no knowledge of brawn. 


Geweray Rerrectrions on Ver..33—-72. 


‘That we may enter into thefe pious fentiments, Jet us beg of God that 
he would make us always fenfible of the effect of his mercies, that he 
would fupport us in all dangers ; and, above all, that he would never 
deprive us of his word. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Ver. 73—104. 


73 Thy bunds have made me, &c.] As thou haft given mea natura 
being, fo give me a fpivitual being in faith and knowledge. 

83 Like a bottle inthe fuoke, &c.| My tkin is thrivelled up like a bot- 
tle that has been long in the fmoke. The rea:ter will be pleafed to re- 
colleé& (as we hinted before) that their bottles were made of leather, 
fee L/aiah ix. 13. 

88 Quicken me after thy lovingkindnefz, &c.] Deal kindly with me, O 
baa raife me from this forlorn {tate whercin I lie like a man that 
is dead, . 

‘. 89 Thy word is fettled in heaven.| Thou art eternal, O Lord, and 
chanceft not ; thy promifes are like thyfelf, fixed and fettled ; though 
here they feem to fuffer many changes, lors, and diminutions. 


I 


PSALMS. 


The pfalmift’s love of God's law, 


ma MEM. 
97 O how love I thy law! itzs my meditation al 
the day. 
98 Thou through thy commandments haft made me 
wifer than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. 
99 | have more underftanding than all my teachers: 
for thy teftimonies are my meditation. 
100 I underftand more than the ancients, becanfe I 
keep thy precepts. 
Jor Lieve refrained my feet from every evil way, 
that I might keep thy word. 
1o2 Ihave not departed from thy judgments: for 
thou haft taught me. 
103 How {weet are thy words unto my talte! yea, 
fweeter than honey to my month! 
104 Through thy precepts I get underftanding : 
therefore I hate every falfe way. 
INUN. 
105 hy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light 
unto my path. 
106 Ihave fworn, and I will perform is, that 1 will 
keep thy righteous judgments. 
107 Lam affiiéted very much: quicken me, O Lorb, 
according unto thy word. 
108 Accept, I befeech thee, the free-will offerings of 
my mouth, O Lorp, and teach me thy judgments. 
109 My foul ¢s continually in my hand: yet do kt 
not forget thy law. 
110 The wicked have laid a fnare for me: yet I 
erred not from thy precepts. 
rit Thy teftimonies have I taken as an heritage for 
ever: for they @re the rejoicing of my heart. 
112 I have inclined mine heart to perform thy fa~ 
tutes alway, ever unto the end. 
DSAMECH. 
113 I hate vain thoughts: but thy law'do I love. 
114 Thou art my hiding place and my fhield: I 
hope in thy word. 
115 Depart from me, ye evildoers: for I will keep 
the commandments of my God. 
116 Uphold me according unto thy word, that I 
may live: and let me not be afhamed of my hope. 
117 Hold thou me up, and I fhall be fafe: and I will 
have refpect unto thy ftatutes continually. 
_ 1148 Thou haft trodden down all them that err from 
thy ftatutes: for their deceit is falfhood. 
119 Thou puttelt away all the wicked of the earth 
like drofs: therefore I love thy teftimonies. 2 
120 My flefh trembleth for fear of thee; andIam 
afraid of thy judgments. 
yp AIN. 
12t I have done judgment and juitice: leave me 
not to mine oppreffors. 
122 Be furety for thy fervant for good: let not the 
proud opprefs me. 
123 Mine eyes fail for thy falvation, and for the 
word of thy righteoufneds. 
124 Deal 








g have feen an end of all perfeGion, &c,] I perceive all things come 
to 2 fpeedy end ; whereas the wifdom which thou hait revealed to us is 
eternal, and endureth for ever. 

98 Thou through thy commandments haft made me wifer than mine 
enemies, &C.] By believing and obeying thy commands, I have defeated 
all the fubrle devices of mine enemies, and confounded them. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Ver. 73-—104. 


David here ‘hews us, that all the evi!s which the righteous fuffer, are 
fo far from making them forfake the law of God, that they en- 
gage them to cleave to it more firmly 3 that this law is mofl perfect 
and excellent; and that the fiveetnefs we tafte in the knowledge 
and love of it furpaffes all earthly delights. May God give us grace 
to adopt thele fentinieney and confirm us in them more and 
more, 

COMMENTARY axv NOTES on Ver. 105-144. 
105 Thy word is a lamp, &c.] Thy word is my only guide, whole 
dire€tion I follow in all the dark and difficult paflages of my life. 
109 My foul is continually in my hand, &c.] Tam in continual danger 
of my life. : 
120 My ficfh trembleth, Sc.] 1 tremble in every part, left 1 fhould, 


by any difobedience, incur thy fevere cifpleafure, : 
126 They 


The excellence of God’s judgment. 


124 Deal with thy fervant according unto thy mercy, 


and teach me thy ftatutes. 

125 I am thy fervant; give me underftanding, that 
I may know thy teftimonies. 

126 it zs time for thee, Lorn, to work: for they 
have made void thy law, 

127 Therefore I love thy commandments above 
gold; yea, above fine gold. 

128 Therefore I efteem all ty precepts concerning all 
things to be right; and I hate every falfe way. 

p PE. 

129 Thy teftimonies ave wonderful: therefore doth 
my foul keep them. 

130 The entrance of thy. words giveth light; it giv- 
eth underftanding unto the fimple. 

131 I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed 


for thy commandments. 
1532 I.ook thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, 


as thou ufeft to do unto thofe that love thy name. 

133 Order my fteps in thy word: and let not any 
iniquity have dominion over me. , 

134 Deliver me from the oppreffion of man: fo will 
I keep thy precepts. 

135 Make thy face to fhine upon thy fervant; and 
teach me thy ftatutes. 

136 Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, becaufe 
they keep not thy law. 

x TZADDI. 
137 Righteous art thou,-O Lorn, and upright are 


thy judgments. 
138 Thy teftimonies t4at.thou haft commanded arr 


righteous and very faithful.: 

139 My zeal hath confumed me, becaufe mine 
enemies have forgotten thy words. 

140 Thy word is very pure: therefore thy fervant 


foveth it. 
14 Lam {mall and defpifed: yet do not I forget thy 


precepts. . : 
142 Thy righteoufnefs 7s an everlafting righteonf- 


nefs, and thy Jaw is the truth. 
143 Trouble and anguifh have taken hold on me: 


yet thy commandments are my delights. 

144. Therighteoufnefs of thy teftimonies zs everlaf- 
ing: give me underftanding, and I fhall live, 

a>KOP H. 

145 Icried with my whole heart; hear me, OLorp: 
I will keep thy ftacutes. 

146 I cried unto thee; fave me, and I fhall keep thy 
teftimonies. 

147 I prevented the dawning of the morning, and 
cried: I hoped in thy word. 

148 Mine eyes prevent the zight watches, that I 
might meditate in thy word. 

149 Hear my voice according unto thy lovingkind- 
nefg: O Lorn, quicken me according to thy judgment. 

150 They draw nigh that follow after mifchief: they 


are far from thy law. 
151 Thou art near, O Lorp; and all thy command- 


ments ere truth. : 








126 They have made void thy law.] They have taken away the 
honour and authority due to it, and have brought it into the utmoft 


contempt. 
130 The entrance of thy words giveth light, &c.] When aman doth 


bur begin to be acquainted with thy word, he finds his mind enlightened 
with fuch clear and ufeful knowledge, as direéts the moft fimple how to 
live happy. 
+ 143 Trouble and anguith, &e.} Though involved in the foreft ftraits; 
yet Ido not forfake, but find great confolation in the ftudy of thy 
commandments. 

Generar Rerrecrions on Ver. tos—~14y. 


From thefe verfes we are taught to take the law of the Lord for out 
perpetual inheritance, and to make it the joy of our heart; to dread 
the judgments which he caulég to fall upon thofe who turn away 
from him; and be affured, that he never punifhes thofe who walk in 


his fear, 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Ver. 145—176. 
147 I prevented the dawning, &c.] Before the morning light ap- 


PSALMS. 




























The pfalinifi’s delight in God’s word, 


152 Concerning thy teftimonies, I have known of 
old that thou haft founded them for ever. 
“RES H. 
153 Confider mine affliction, and deliver me: for I 

do not forget thy law. 

154 Plead my caufe, and deliver me: quicken me 
according to thy word. 

155 Salvation is far from the wicked : for they feek 
not thy ftatutes. 

156 Great are thy tender mercies, O Lorp: quicken 
me according to thy judgments. " 

157 Many are my perfecutors and mine enemies; 
yet do I not decline from thy teftimonies. 

158 I beheld the tranfgreffors, and was grieved ; 
becanfe they kept not thy word. 

159 Confider how I love thy precepts: quicken me, 
© Lorp, according to thy lovingkindnefs. 

160 Thy word s true.from the beginning: and every 
one of thy righteous judgments endureth tor ever. 

wSCHIN. 

161 Princes have perfecuted me without a caufe: 
but my heart ftandeth in awe of thy word. 
; ct I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great 
poil. 
163 I hate and abhor lying: but thy law do love. 

164 Seven times a day do I praife thee becaufe of 
thy righteous judgments. 

165 Great peace have they which love thy law: and 
nothing fhall offend them. 

166 Lorp, I have hoped for thy falvation, and done 
thy commandments. 

167 My foul hath kept thy teftimonies; and I love 
them exceedingly. 

168 I have kept thy precepts and thy teftimonies; 
for all my ways are before thee, 

nTA U. 

169 Let my cry come near before thee, O Lorp: 
give me underftanding according to thy word. 

170 Let my fupplication come before thee: deliver 
me according to thy word. 

171 My lips fhall utter praife, when thou haft taught 
me thy ftatutes. 

172 My tongue fhall {peak of thy word: for all thy 
commandments are righteoufnels. 

173 Let thine hand help me; for I have chofen thy 
precepts. 

174 I have longed for thy falvation, O Lorn: and 
thy law is my delight. 

175 Let my foul live, and it fhall praife thee; and 
let thy judgments help me. 

176 I have gone aftray like a loft theep; feek thy 
fervant; for I da not forget thy commandments. 

PSAL. CXX. 
1 David prayeth againft his enemy, by whofe calumnies he 
had been driven to refide among ftrangers, 
A Song of degrees. 
N my diftrefs I cried unto the Lorp, and he heard 


me. 
2 Deliver my foul, O Lorp, from lying lips, and 


from a deceitful tongue. 
3 What 





peared; I fent up my early cries unto thee, conftantly expecting the 
performance of thy promife to me. 

158 J beheld, &c.} It provokes my forrow to fee that there is no faith, 
nor truth, nor gratitude, in thefe tranfgrefiors. 

164 Seven times, &c.] Often; * feven,” in {cripturelanguage, is 
ufed for many; fee Lew. xxvi. 18, 1 Sam. ii. 5. Prov. xxiv. 16. and 
XXVi. 25. 

168 All my ways are befare thee.| I know that nothing can be done 
fo fecretly, but thou art perfectly acquainted with it, 

175,176 Let my foul live, &c.] _O fpare my life, and I will de- 
vote it to thy praife; fend me relief, by executing the judgments 
thou halt decreed againft my enemies, O thou watchful guardian of 


Ifrael. 
Generar ReFLections on Ver, 145-176. 

We may obferve, that this pfalm defcribes the works of good men; and 
the exceHent prayers interfperfed throughout, teach us, that the way 
to betruly happy, is, to call on God continually, befeech him to en- 
lighten our minds, teach us his law, incline our hearts to obey, take 
care of us, ever guide us by his providence and holy Spirit, and bring 


to glory. 
yiyea pe COMMENTARY 





The fafety of the godly. 


3 What fhall be given unto thee? or what fhall be 
done unto thee, thou falfe tongue? 

4 Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper. 
' 5 Woeis me, that I fojourn in Mefech, that I dwell 
in the tents of Kedar! 

6 My foul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. 

7 lam for peace: but when I fpeak, they are for 


‘war. 
PSAL. CXXI. 
1 The great fafety of the godly, who put their tru/? in God’s 
protection, 
A Song of degrees. 
Will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, fram whence 
cometh my help. 

2 My help cometh from the Lorp, which made hea- 
ven and earth. 

3 He will not fuffer thy foot to be moved: he that 
keepeth thee will not Jlumber. 

4 Behold, he that keepeth Ifrael fhall heither lumber 
nor fleep. ; 

5 The Lorn is thy keeper: the Lorp is thy fhade 
upon thy right hand. 

6 The fun fhall not fmite thee by day, nor the moon 
by night. 

7 The Lorp fhall preferve thee from all evil: he fhall 
preferve thy foul. 

8 The Lorn fhall preferve thy going out and thy 
coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore. 
PSA LL. CXXII. 

1 Davia’s joy in the peoples refort to Ferufalen: 6 be 
prayeth for its peace and profperity. 
A Song of degrees of David. 
Was glad when they faid unto me, Let us go into 
‘the houfe of the Lorp. 

2 Our feet fhall ftand within thy gates, O Jerufalem. 

3 Jerufalem is builded as a city that is compact 
together ; 

4 Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the Lorp, 
unto the teftimony of Iirael, to give thanks unto the 
name of the Lorn. 

5 For there are fet thrones of judgment, the thrones 
of the houfe of David. 

7 Pray for the peace of Jerufalem : they fhall profper 
that love thee. 

7 Peace be within thy walls, and profperity within 
thy palaces. 

8 For my brethren and companions’ fakes, I will now 
fay, Peace ée within thee. 

9 Becaufe of the houte of the Lorp our God I will 
feek thy good. 

PSA L. CXXII. . 
1 The godly profe/s their confidence in God, 3 and pray to 
be delivered from contempt. 
a 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. CXX. 

3, 4 What shall be given unto thée ? &c.] O thou falfe accufer, the 
a fhall take a fierce vengeance on thee, till he hath utterly confumed 
thee, 

5 Meech, &e.\ « Mefech” fignifies, length or protragtion of time ; 


and the paflage fhould be rendered, Wo is me that I fojourn fo long in 
the tents of Kedar! 


GENERAL REFLECTIONS on ‘Pfal. CXX. 


We learn from hence, that God proteés and will deliver the righteous ; 
to whom it is great affliction to live among the impious and profane : 
that their charater is, to love peace, while the wicked delight in 
War. % 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSAL. CXXI, CXXII. 

CXXIIL. 


CXXI. 3 He that keepeth thee will uot fumber.} The divine Pro- 
vidence is ever watchful over thee. ‘ 

6 The fun foall not faite thee, &c.]  Alluding to the pillar of the 
cloud, and the pillar of fire, by which God conduéted the Ifraelites out 
of Egypt. : 

CXXIL 3 Ferufalem is builded as a city that is, &c.]  Jerufalem 
was the centre of usion to all the tribes. 

4 Unto ge teftimony of Lrasl, &c.] Namely, to prefent themfelves 
beiore the tabernacle where the ark was, within which were the tables 
of the law, called the teftimony. 

CXXIIL. It is no. an improbable conjecture that this pfalm was 
written by Ifaian, whom Ilezckiah defired to lift up his prayer for the 
remnant that was Ieft. See 2 Kings xix. 4, 


2 
se 


PSALMS. 





A Song of degrees. 
N TO thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that 
dwelleft in the heavens. 

2 Behold, as the eyes of fervants /cok unto the hand 
of their mafters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the 
hand of her miftrefs ; fo cur eyes wais upon the Lorp 
our God, until that he have mercy upon us. 

3 Have mercy upon us, O Lorn, have mercy upon 
us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt. 

4 Our foul is exceedingly filled with the {corning of 
thofe that areat eafe, and with the contempt of the proud. 
PSAL. CXXIV. 

The church bleffeth God for a miraculous deliverance. 

A Song of degrees of David. 

F it had not been the Lorp who was on our fide, now 

may IHfrael fay; 

2 If it had not been the Lorp who was on our fide, 
when menrofe upagainftus: . 

3 Then they had fwallowed us up quick, when their 
wrath was kindled againft us. 

4 Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream 
had gone over our foul: 

5 Then the proud waters had gone over our foul. 

6 Bleffed de the Lorp, who hath not given us asa 


f prey to their teeth. 


7 Our foul is efcaped as a bird out of the {nare of the 
fowlers: the fnare is broken, and we are efcaped. 
8 Our help is in the name of the Lorp, who made 
heaven and earth. 
PSAL. CXXV. 
1 The fafety of fuch as truji in God. 4 A prayer for the 
godly, and againf? the wicked. 
A Song of degrees. 


apes that truft in the Lorn jhal/ be as mount 


Zion, which cannot beremoved, but abideth forever. 

2 As the mountains are round about Jerufalem, fo 

the Lorp zs round about his people from henceforth 
even for ever. 

3 For the rod of the wicked fhall not reft upon the 

lot of the righteous ; left the righteous put forth their 


| hands unto iniquity. 


4 Do good, O Lorn, unto thofe that be good, and to 
them that are upright in their hearts. 
5 As for fuch as turn afide unto their crooked ways, 


f the Lorn fhall lead them forth with the workers of 
iniquity : but peace /hall be upon Ifrael. 


PSA L. CXKVIL 
1 Lhe church celebrating her incredible return out of cape 
tivity, 4 prayeth Jor her own future joyfulne/s. 
A Song of degrees. 
HEN the Lorn turned again the captivity of 
Zion, we were like them that dream. 
2 Then 





GeneraAt REFiectTiIons on Phalms CKXI, CKNU. CXXII. 

We are taught in thefe pfalms, that God watches over his church, that 
he preferves them in all dangers, and will never forfake them; chat 
princes, magiltrates, and private perfons, fhould pray chiefy for the 
peace of the church, and join their labours to their prayers, by doing 
their utmog for the good and edification of God’s people; and that 
thofe who are contemned and perfzcuted by the wicked, fhouid beg of 
the Lord to ftrengthen, fupport and fuccour them, believing that he 
will never forfake his faithful fervants, who {uffer for his fake. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSALMS CXKXIWV. 
CXAV. CXAXVI. 

CXXIV. This Pfalm was written by David after fome remarkable 

victory 5 perhaps over the Philiftines, when they fpread themfelves in 

the valley of Rephaim, 2 Sam. v. 19. or the Ammonites and their affo- 


f ciates, 2 Sazz, x. 6, 15, 16. 


4. Then the waters had, &c.] They would have over-run all the coun; 
try like a violent torrent, and We fhould have been buried in the flood, 

CAV. 2 As the mountains, &c.] As Jerufsiem is furrounded with 
high hills, which make it not eafily acceffible by any enemies, fo the 
divine Providence encompafies his people who depend on him, to guard 
and defend them from all dangers, not only now, but in all fucceeding 
ages, to the end of the world. 

3 For the rod of the wicked foall not ref? upon, &c.] The power of 
wicked tyrants may heavily affli&t the rightcous for a time; bur they 
fhall not tire out the patience of the righteous, nor caule them to farfake 
their pious confidence in God. . 

CXXVI. The permiffion given by Cyrus to the Jews, to return to 
their own land, is generally allowed to be the occafion of this pfalm, 
and Ezra to be the author of it. 

£ "4 Turn 


A fong of praife for deliverance. 


The blefings of them that fear God. 


2 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our 
tongue with finging: then faid they among the hea- 
then, The Lorn hath done great things for them. 

3 The Lorn hath done great things for us; whereof 
we are glad. 

4 Turn again our captivity, O Lorp, as the ftreams 
in the fouth. 

5 They that fow in tears fhall reap in joy. 

6 He that gocth forth and weepeth, bearing preci- 
ous feed, fhall doubtlef{s come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his fheaves with him. 

PSAL. CXXVII. 
1 The vanity of buman endeavours without God's bleffing. 
3 Children are God's good gift. 
A Song of degrees for Solomon. 
XCEPT the Lorp build the houfe, they labour 
in vain that build ir: except the Lorp keep the 
city, the watchman waketh ég¢# in vain. 

2 It 1s vain for you to rife up early, to fit up late, to eat 
the bread of forrows: for fo he giveth his beloved flecp. 

-Lo, children are an heritage of the Lorp: and 
the fruit of tne womb zs dis reward. 

4 As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; fo 
ave children of the youth. — , 

53 Happy is the man that hath his‘quiver full of 
them: they fhall not be afhamed, but they fhall {peak 
with the enemies in the gate. : 

PS AL. CXXVIII. 
The fundy blefings which follow then that fear God. 
A Song of degrees. 
SLESSED jis every one that feareth the Lorp; 
that walketh in his ways. 

2 For thow fhalt eat the labour of thine hands: 
happy /aalt chou de, and it fall de well with thee. 

3 hy wife all de as a fruitful vine by the fides of 
thine houfe: thy children like olive plants round about 
thy table. 

4. Behold, that thus fhall the man be bleffed that 
feareth the Loxp. 

sg The Lorp fhall blefs thee out of Zion: and thou 
fhalt fee the good of Jerufalem all the days of thy life. 

6 Yea, thou fhalrt fee thy children’s children, and 
peace upon Ifrael. ; 

PSAL. CXXIX. 
1 Goa’s goodnefs in faving Hie out of their great afflic- 
tions. 5 4 prayer agaiufi the enemies of the church. 
A Song of degrees. © 
NES. a time have they afflicted me from my 
youth, may [frael now fay: 

2 Many atime have they afflicted me from my youth: 
_yet they have not prevailed againft me. 

3 The plowers plowed upon my back: they made 
iong their furrows. 


4 Turn again our captivity.} O that the Lord would be pleaféd to 
perfect what he hath begun, and bring back, in greater numbers, the 
reft of our brethren that remain ftill in Babylon; which would be as 
welcome to this defolate country as fprings of water to the dry and 
thirfly grounds, : 

In the fexth.] Inthe Hebrew, In the dry ground. ___ boae 

Genera Rerrecrions on Pfalms CKXIV. CXX¥V. CXXVI. 
The inftruction we are to dérive from hence is, that God is the ftrength 
and fupport of his church, which he will never fuffér to be deftréyed'; 
that they who fear God, and truft in him, dré irfinioveéable 5 for he 
will regard their weaknefs, and alleviate their troubles ; and that 
when the righteous have been fufficiently tried and troubled by af 
fictions, God will make them to rejeicé, and caufe gladnefS to fuc- 

* ceed to forrow. Sd. vse een 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSALMS CXXVIT? 
; CXXVIIL CXXIX, i 

CXXVIL. 4. So are children, &c:} That is to fay, Fathers are 
guarded by a company of children, as it were with a itronp a¥mobt. 

5 His quiver,{ His family; the ietaphor of the archér is fii] 
continued: : ’ ‘ Meg 4 ee Satie 

They foall not bé afbanied, but they ball peat, &c.] Whiert they’ tall 
mieet ‘in hononrable affemblies, of in courts: of: jaftice, they thay with 
honour defend their right againft alt oppreflions, being accompanied 
‘by virtuous children, geen sia AS I de ag 

“OXXVIIL ~ This pialm; as well as the’ former, wat. compofed by 
Sotfomon, <Somt' have inrapined- this was a.formrprefcribed to-bé' ufed 
by‘ the Jews at the blefling of their cag ier Sey 

3 Thy children like olive-planti, &t.F ‘hy fear 6 
warded both with temporal and‘ fpiritaaf es. 

ae 1 From my youth, &c.] From their dwelling in Egypt. 

o% 43. ' 


f Gok thall-be re~ 
I! 


PSALMS. 















David’s zealous care for the arf, 


4 The Lorn #s righteous: he hath cut afunder the 
cords of the wicked. 

§ Letthem all be confounded and turned back that 
nae Zien, ‘ ‘ 

et them be as the grafs upon the houfetre 

which withereth afore it proved ce a 

7. Whcerewith the mower filleth not his hand; nor 
he that bindeth fheaves his bofom. 

8 Neither do they which go by fay, The bleffing of 
the Lorp de upon you: we blefs you in the name of 


the Lorp. 

_, PSAL. CXXX. 

1 Lhe pfalmift ix diftrefs prayeth to God, trufiing in his 
mercy for pardon: § his own paticuce it hope = 7 he 
exhorteth Ifrael to hope ix God. 

A Song of degrees. _ 
UT of the depths have I cried unto thee, O 
Lorp. ‘ 

2 Loxp, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive 
to sneovalce of my fppHcetions, 

thou, Lorp, fhouldeft mark iniquities, 

ai fhall ftand? caer 
4. But there is forgivenefs with thee, that thou mayef 

be feared. , 

5 I wait for the Lorn, my foul doth wait, i 
his word do I hope. = eta 

6 My foul warterh for the Lorp more than they that 
watch for the morning: J /ay, more /ban they that watch 
for the morning. 

7 Let Ifrael hope in the Lorv: for with the Lorp 
there ismercy, and with him #s plenteous redemption. 

8 And he fhall redeem Ifrael from all his iniquities, 

. PSAL. CXXXI. 
1 David profeffing bis ae), 3 exhorteth Ifrael to hope 
in God. 
‘A Song of degrees of David. 
FORD: my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes 
lofty: neither do I exercife myfelf.in great mat- 
ters, or in things too high for me. 

2 Surely } have behaved and quieted myfelf, as a 
child that is weaned of his mother; my foul is even as 
a weaned child. 

3 Let Ifrael hope in the Loko from henceforth and 


for ever, : 
_. PSAL, CXXXH,- 
1 David ix prayer commendeth unto God bis zeal to provide 
a place for the ark. 11 God's promifes to him, 
; A Song of degrees. 
ORD, remember David, avd all his afflictions : 
2 How he {ware unto the Lown, aud vowed unto 
the mighty God of Jacob; 
3 Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my 
houfe, nor go up into my bed ; 
. 3 The plowers plowed, &c.] This alludes to that part of Chrift’s 
fufferings, when he was fcourged, previous to his crucifixion. 

_ 6 Let them be as the grafs, &c.] This, with the remaining verfes, are 
a prophetical denunciation againit the Jewith elders, who with wicked 
hands put the Meffiah to death, and aftérwards continued hardened in 
fin, to their utter deftruction, andthe final overthrow. of their nation., 

Grenerau Rerrections on Pfalms CXXVIIL CXXVIEL 

Hit oes s # CXXIX. ; 
We learn from the foregoing, that it is not fo much thé care which men 

take, as the bleffing of God that caufes fates, cities, and families to 
fubGt and profpéer ; that God, ay the rewarder of every good work, 
particularly fhowers down the’ {piritiaf bleffings he has promifed upon 
thofe that love him, after which We ought priricipally to afpire. 
Thefe.confiderations thould confirnr us in thé belief that the church 
is built upon’ the ¢yeplaiting: foundation of God's faithfulnefs and 
. Vverakity; and that all"thofe who fer thenrfelves againft it fhalt have 
nothing but fhame and cénfuffor for their portion. : 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSALMS CXXX. 
oes. Caen CXXXEL CXKXIL 
CXXX. 1 Out of the depths, &c.] In my molt unfathomable dif 
trefles, when I fee no end, rio period to my troubles, but find myfelf 


ae and lower itito them, I never défpair of thy mercy, 


©. Lota; but ety unto’ thée sisi carhéllly t6 delivér me. 
'‘& That thot mayo? be feartd.|. TRatthou mayeft be reverenced. 
XXXE. David inthis plalm' éXéulpates himfelf from the charge 
of affettitip’ tlie’ kingdom; of which his enéiies acculed him. 
a di‘ gréat matters, dc. | In'thirigs beyond the limits of my vocation 
or sepa 
CRXXGT. 


not come, &c. 


3. Surély I abill sor conity &68.] Saying, Surely I thall 
g Let 


‘God's promifes to David. 


4 I will not give fleep to mine eyes, or flumber to 
‘mine eyelids, 

5 Until I find outa place for the Lorn, an habita- 
tion for the mighty God of Jacob. 

6 Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah: we found it in the 
fields of the wood. 

_ 7 Wewill go into his tabernacles: we will worfhip 
at his foorftool. 

8 Arife, O Lorn, into thy reft ; thou, and the ark 
of thy ftrength. 

9 Let thy priefts be clothed with righteoufnefs ; and 
let thy faints fhout for joy. 

10 For thy fervant David’s fake turn not away the 
face of thine anointed. 

tt The Lorn hath fworn #7 truth unto David; he 
will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I 
fet upon thy throne. 

12 If thy children will keep my covenant and my 
teftimony that I fhall teach them, their children fhall 
alfo fit upon thy throne for evermore. 

13 For the Lorp hath chofen Zion; he hath defired 
t/, for his habitarion. ; 

14 This és my reft for ever: here will I dwell; for 
I have defired ir. i 

15 I will abundantly blefs her provifion: I will 
fatisfy her poor with bread. 

16 I will alfo clothe her priefts with falvation: and 
her faints fhall fhout aloud for joy. 

17 There will I make the horn of David to bud: 
I have ordained a lamp for mine anointed. 

18 His enemies will I clothe with fhame: but upon 
himfelf fhall his crown flourifh. 

PSA L. CXXXIII. 
The bleffedne/s of unity among Srethren. 

: A Song of degrees of David. 

: Bio. how good and how pleafant #7 is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! 

2 It is like the precious ointment upon the head, 
that ran down upon the beard, evex Aaron’s beard: 
that.went down to the fkirts of his garments ; 

4 As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that de- 
{cended upon'the mountains of Zion: for the Lorp 
commanded the bleffing, even life for evermore. 

PSA L. CXXXIV. 
tn exhortation to God’s fervaits ta blefs him. 
A Song of degrees. 
EHOLD, blefs ye the Lorp, all ye fervants of the 
‘Lorp, which by night ftand in the houfe of the 


Lorp. 
2 Lift up your hands zx the fanctuary and blefs the 


Lorn. 
3 The Lorp that made heaven and earth blefs thee 


out of Zion. 
ee PSAL. CXXXV. 
1 42 exhortation to God's fervants to praife him for his 
. Zooduefs, 5 his power, 8 and judgments againft his peo- 
ples enemivs. 15 The vanity of idols. 





9 Let thy priefs be clothed, &c.] Guard alo thy priefts, its minifters, 
unto thee, and encompafs them with thy goodnefs, that they may pro- 
cure thy bleffing for others, and make all thy pious worfhippers, who 
are dear unto thee, triumph in thy kindnefs to them. 

17 4 lamp, &c.] One of his pofterity, in whom the glory of his 
kingdom may live and fhine. 

Generar ReFuvEctTions on Plams CXXX. CXXXI. 

CXEXXIL 

We may difcern, from thefe pfalms, the willingnefs of God to pardon 
returning finners, and his peculiar care of his church; that we ought 
not to aim at high things, but walk before God in humility, inno- 
cence, and fimplicity ; and that it fhould be our conftant defire and 
aim to promote the glory of God, and the profperity of his church, 
its minifters, and all its members. . : 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on PSALMS CXXXIII. 

CXXXIV. CXXXV. 

CXXXIMN. 2 It is like the precious ointment, &c.) This holy con- 
cord is moft pleafant,‘and mutt be confidered as an effect of the fpirit of 
grace and peace ; which being moft plentifully poured out upon Chrift, 
who is the head of the church, runs down upon all the members of his 
body, and is the bond of ‘the fpiritual union, figured by the holy oil 
wherewith Aaron and his fucceffors, the high priefts, are anointed. 

' CXXXIV. This pfalm feems to be compofed in order to be fang 
-by fame one or more of the Levites, at the fhutting up of the gates of 


PSALMS. 





An exhortation to thankfeiving. 
en] 


RAISE ye the Lorn, Praife ye the name of the 
Lorn; praife bm, O ye fervants of the Lorp. 

2 Ye that fland in the houfe of the Lorp, in the 
courts of the houfe of our God, 

3, Praife the Loro; for the Lorp is good: fing 
praifes unto his name; for /t 7s pleafant. 

4 For the Lorp hath chofen Jacob unto himfelf, and 
Hfracl for his peculiar creafure. 

§ For 1 know that the Lorp 7s great, and ¢ha/ our 
Lorp is above all gods. 

6 Whatrfoever the Lorp pleafed, that did he in hea- 
ven, and in carth, in the feas, and in all deep places. 

7 He caufeth the vapours to afcend from rhe ends of 
the carth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he 
bringeth the wind out of his treafuries. 

8 Who {mote the firftborn of Egypt, both of man 
and beaft. 

9 bo fent tokens and wonders into the midft of 
thee, O Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his fer- 
vants. 

10 Who {mote great nations, and flew mighty kings; 

11 Sihon, king of the Amorites, and Og king of 
Bafhan, and all the kingdoms of Canaan: 

12 And gave their land for an heritage, an heritage 
unto Ifracl his people. 

13 Thy name, O Lorn, endureth for ever; and thy 
memorial, O Lord, throughout all generations. 

14 For the Lorp will judge his people, and he will 
repent himf{elf concerning his fervants. 

15 The idols of the heathen are filver and gold, the 
work of men’s hands. 

16 They have mouths, but they fpeak not; cyes 
have they, but they {ee not ; 

17 They have ears, but they hear not; neither is 
there eazy breath in their mouths. 

18 They that make them are like unto them: /o 7s 
every one that ctrufteth in them. 

19 Blefs the Lorp, O houfe of Hrael: blefs rhe 
Loro, O houfe of Aaron: 

20 Blefs the Lorn, O houfe of Levi: ye that fear 
the Lorn, blefs the Lorn. 

2t Bleffed be the Lorn out of Zion, which dwelleth 
at Jerufalem. Praife ye the Lorn. 

PSA L. CXXXVI. 

An exhortation to praife God for particular mercies. 

YO Give thanks unto the Lorn; for be és good: for 
his mercy enxdureth for ever. 

2 O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

3 Ogive thanks unto the Lorp of lords: for his 
mercy exdureth for ever. 

4. To him who alone doeth great wonders: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

5 Yo him that by wifdom made the heavens: for 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

6 To him that ftretched out the earth above the 
waters: for his mercy endureth for ever. ‘7 To 





the temple; to excite the reft whofe turn it was to watch that night, 

to be diligent in their office of finging pfalms, and making devout 

prayers for the people. : ; 

CXXXV.. This pfalm recounts feveral of the great works of the 
Lord, efpecially towards the Hebrew nation, whom it excites to fted- 
faftnefs in religion, and to contempt of idols and idolaters, 

2 Ye that fand in the houfe of the Lord, &c.}] Ye Levites, with all 
the reft of the people, who frequent the houfe of our God. 

§ Above all gods.} Above all that are called gads here upan earth, 
whether from a refemblance of dignity, or from the falfe and idolatroug 
Opinions of men. us 
1g" He will repent himfilf towards his fervants.] Being reconciled 
unto his fervants, he will turn his feverity into kindnefs towards them. 
"18 hey that make them, &c.] Both they who make, and they who 
confide in them, are as fenfelefs as thofe idols; having eyes, for.in- 
ftance, and fee not, &c. fo that the brutes are more excellent than fuch 
gods, and that no help is to be expeéted from them. 

Generar Rerrecti1ons on Plalms CXXXIII. CXXXIYV. 

, CXXXV. 

We are here recommended by the pfalmift to peace and unity,.as God 
heaps his moft precious favours on them who love and follow after it; 
we are alfo exhorted to celebrate the wonders of God, jn his prov}. 
dence and grace, to reflect on the vanity of idols and their worthip- 
pers ; and, above all, to blefs God for imparting to us the knowledge 

“of himfelf, through our Lord Jefus Chratt,. 

; COMMENTARY 


‘ 





The conflancy of the Fews in captivity. 


PSALMS. 


God's all-feeing providence. 





7 To him that made great lights: for his mercy 
exdurcth tor ever: 

8 The fun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth 
for ever: 

g The moon and ftars to rule by night: for his 
mercy eadureth for ever. ' 

10 To himthat fmote Egypt in their firftborn: for 
his mercy endureth for ever: 

a1 And brought our Hfrael from among them: for 
his mercy endureth for ever: 

i2 With a {trong hand, and with a ftretched out 
arm: for his mercy exdureth for ever. 

13 To him which divided the Red fea inro parts : 
for his mercy endureth for ever : 7 

14 And made Ifrael to pafs through the midft of it: 
for his mercy exudurcth for ever : 

15 Buc overthrew Pharaoh and his hoft in the Red 
fea: for his mercy enduret6 for ever. 

16 To him which led his people through the wilder- 
nefs: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

17 To him which {mote great kings: for his mercy 
endureib for ever: 

18 And flew famous kings: for his mercy endureth 
for ever: 

19 Sihon king of the Amorites: for his mercy ex- 
dureth for ever: 

20 And Og the king of Bafhan: for his mercy en- 
dureth for ever: 

21 And gave their land for an heritage: for his 
mercy eudureth for ever: 

22 Even an heritage unto Ifracl his fervanr: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. 

23 Who remembered us in our low eftate: for his 
mercy enduretb for ever: . 

24. And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his 
mercy exdureth for ever. 

25 Who giveth food to all fiefh: for his mercy ex- 
dureth for ever. 

26 O givethanks unto the God of heaven: for his 
mercy exdureth for ever. 


PSAL. CXXXVII. 
1 The conftant affection of the Jews in captivity to their 
defolate country. 7 Edom and Babylon are curfed. 


} 5% the rivers of Babylon, there we fat down, yea, 
we wept, when we remembered Zion. 


2 We hanged our harps upon the willows in the - 


midit thereof. 


3 Vor there they that carried us away captive required © 


of usa fong; and they that wafted us required of us 
mirth, /aying, Sing us one of the fongs of Zion. 

4 How fhall we fing the Lorp’s fong in a ftrange 
land? 

6 If I forget thee, O Jerufalem, let my right hand 
forget ber cunning. 


en etc meneesoesatarefavessciansemitaouartnecaeanasieees 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on PSALMS CXXXVI. 
CXXXVIL CXXXVIILL. 


CXXXVI. 23 Who remembered us in our low eflate.] When for 
our fins we were feverely afflicted, and in danger to be ejected out of 
this good land, into which at laft he brought us, he was pleafed gra- 
sioully to relieve us. 


CXXXVSEL. By the rivers of Babylon, &c.] When we were carried 
captives into the Jand of Babylon, we could not refrain from tears, upon 
the remembrance of thofe happy days which we enjoyed in the holy hill 
of Zion, when we celebrated the praifes of God in the temple. 

2 H’e banged our harps upon the willows, &c.] Thofe fruitful vines 
and fig-trees, under which we formerly fit, were now changed into bar- 
ren willows aad ofiers, fo all our mirth and joy was turned into fuch 
heavineis and forrow of heart, that we Jet all onr inftruments of mufic 
hang negleétcd upon the boughs of thofe melancholy trees. 

3 Saying, Sing us ou i the Jongs of Zion.} Either out of wanton 
curtofitv, or from a profane {corn and derition. 

7 The children of Edom, &¢.| et feems that the Edomites, though 
neighbours and relations, were neverthelefs glad to fee the defolations of 
Jerufalem, and encouraged the deftroyers of it with their acclamations, 
faying, Lay it flat, lay it even with the ground upon which it ftands. - 

9 Aud dafbeth thy little ones againf? the- end | Of this Haiah pro- 

” phefies in his 13th chapter, and 96th verfc. ‘Thefe were cruelties which 
barbariune ufually exercifed in the jacking of towns, 


6 If 1 do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave 
to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerufakem 
above my chicf joy. 

7 Remember, O Lorp, the children of Edom in the 
day of Jerufalem ; who faid, Rate #/, rafe i/, even to the 
foundation thereof. 

8 O daughter of Babylon, who art to be deftroyed ; 
happy fall be be, that rewardeth thee as thou haft 
ferved us. 

9 Happy fall be be, that taketh and dafheth thy little 
ones againit the ftones. 


PSAL. CXXXVIII. 

t David praifeth God for the truth of his word: 4 he 
prophifeth that the kings of the earth foal praife God 
for bis Ee to the lowly: 7 be profeffeth his coufi- 
dence in God. 

4 Pfalm of David. 

I Will praife thee with .my whole heart: before the 

gods will I fing praife unto thee. 

2 Iwill worfhip toward thy holy temple, and praife 
thy name for thy lovingkindnefs and for thy truth: for 
thou haft magnified thy word above all rhy name. 

3 In the day when I cried thou anfweredft me, and 
ftrengthened{t me with ftrength in my foul. 

4 All the Kings of the earth fhall praife thee, O 
Lorp, when they hear the words of thy mouth. 

5 Yea, they fhall fing in the ways of the Lorn: for 
great is the glory of the Lorn. 

6 Though the Lorp ée high, yet hath he refpect 
unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar oft. 

7 Though I walk in the midft of trouble, thou wilt 
revive me: thou fhalt ftretch forth thine hand againtt 
the wrath of mine enemies, and thy right hand hall 
fave me. a 

8 The Lorn will perfect that which concerneth me: 
thy mercy, O Lorn, exdureth for ever: forfake not the 
works of thine own hands. 


PSA UL. CXEXXIX. 

1 David acknowledgeth Gods allfecing providnce 3 14. 
he praifeth him for the wonders of his formation : 17 
and for his infinite mercies: 23 he prayeth for God's 
infpettion and guidance. 

To the chief Mufician, A Pflalm of David. 


O Lorp, thou haft fearched me, and known me. 
2 Thou knoweit my downfitting and mine up- 
rifing, thou underftandeft my thought afar off. 
3 Thou compaffeft my path and my lying down, and 
art acquainted with all my ways. 
For there is not a word in my tongue, xt, lo, O 
Lorp, thou knoweft it altogether. 
5 Thou haft befet me behind and before, and laid 
thine hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge ts too wonderful for me; it is 
high, J cannot a/tazn unto it. 
4 Whither 





CXXXVIN. 1 J qwill praife shee, &c.| Thy holy angels, O Lord, 
fhall be witneffes of my gratitude, which I will exprefs in pfalms and 
hymns in the affembly of the judges, that they may remember to whom 
they owe their power and authority. 

5 They feall fing in the ways of the Lord, &¢.] It fhould be rendered, 
They thall fing of the ways of the Lord. 


Generar Rerrecrrons on Pfalms CXXXVI. CXXXVII. 
CXXXVIII. 

The royal penman here teaches us to meditate an the great worl: of our 
redemption, and magnify the goodne(s of Grd for it with great fer- 
vency and continual praifes. “He alfo defcribes the great zeal which 
the truly faithful have for the church, fo that they grieve at its fuffer- 
ings, and rejoice at its profperity. We are alfo led to obferve, that 
God is omnifcient, that his eye is ever upon his children, and his 
hand ready to $lieve them in ae 3 hence they may fafely 
acquielce in the equity of all his difpeniations, which will have a 
uniform tendency to their prefent and eternal welfare. 


COMMENTARY sie NOTES on PSALMS CXXXIX, 


.CXXXIX, 2 Thou kaowe? my dewn-fitting—thou underfiandeft my 


thought afar off-{ Thou knoweft the fubje&t of all my meditations ; 


nay, my inclinations are fo perfeétly known to thee, that before I have 


conceived any defign, it is vifible to thee, : 
* 7s Os 





» 


David's prayer for deliverance. 
ey 





47 Whither fhall I go from thy fpirit? or whither 
fhall I flee from thy prefence? 

8 If Lafcend up into heaven, thou art there: if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 

9 If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in 
the uttermoft parts of the fea ; 

10 Even there fhall thy hand lead me, and thy right 


_ hand fhall hold me. 


t1 If I fay, Surely the darknefs fhall cover me; 
even the night fhall be light about me. 

- 42 Yea, the darknefs hideth not from, thee; bur 
the night fhineth as the day: the darknefs and the light 
are both alike ¢o thee. 

13 For thou haft poffeffed my reins: thou haft co- 
vered me in my mother’s womb. 

14 I will praife thee; for Iam fearfully ad won- 
derfully made: marvellous are thy works ; and /bat my 
foul knoweth right well. 

15 My fubftance was not-hid from thee, when I was 
made in fecret, azd curioufly wrought in the loweft 
parts of the earth. 

16 Thine eyes did fee my fubftance, yet being un- 
perfect ; and in thy book all my meméers were written, 
which in continuance were fafhioned, when as yet there 
was none of them. ; ; 

17 How precious are alfo thy thoughts unto me, O 
God! how great is the fum of them! 

18 Jf ¥ fhould count them, they are more in num- 
ber than the fand : when I awake, I am ftill with thee. 

1g Surely thou wilt flay the wicked, O God: de- 
part from me therefore, ye bloody men. 

20 For they {peak agcinit thee wickedly, aud thine 
encmies take thy name in vain. 

21 Donot J hate them, O Lorp, that hate thee? and 
am not I grieved with thofe that rife up againft thee? 

22 I hate them with perfect hatred: I count them 
mine enemies. ; 

23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, 
and know my thoughts: 

24. And fee if there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlafting. 


PSAL. CXL. 
1 David prayeth to be delivered from Saul and Doeg : 12 


_ bis confidence in God's vindication of the poor mais caufe. 


To the chief Mufician, A Pfalm of David. 
ELIVER me, .O Loro, from the evil man: pre- 
ferve me from the violent man ; 

2 Which imagine mifchiefs in their heart; continu- 
ally are they gathered together for war. 

3 They have fharpened their tongues hke a ferpent; 
adders’ poifon és under their lips. Selah. 

4. Keep me, O Lorn, from the hands of the wicked ; 
preferve me from the -‘iolent man ; who have purpofed 
to overthrow my goings. - 

5 The proud have hid a fnare for me, and cords; 
they have fpread a net by the wayfide; they have fet 
gins forme. Selah. . 

6 J faid unto the Lorn, Thou art my God: hear 
the voice of my fupplications, O Lorp. 

7 O God the Lorp, the ftrength of my falvation, 
thou haft covered my head in the day of battle. 

8 Grant not, O Lorop, the defires of the wicked: 





7) 82 9, 10 Whither fball I go, &c.J To what part of the univerfe 
frail 1 go to avoid thy Spirit? or whither fhall I flee to hide myfelf 
from thy piercing fight P . 

13 Vien baft poffeffed my reins.] My moft retired thoyghts, and my 
moft fecret defires and defigns, are apparent to thee. 

14 Lam fearfully, &c.] The thonghts of my formation ftrike me 
with an aftonihment like that which arifes from fpr. 

CXL. 3 Adders’ poifon, &c.} The creature here meant is the afp. 
The poifon of this ferpent is decmed incurable, as likewife, according 
to the pfatmift, is the poifon of a calumniating tongue. 

10 Let burning coals fall upon them, &c.) Jet their flanders, like 
pone: coals not eafily quenched, be the inflruments of their own de» 

raction. 


Gewerant Rercections on Palms CXXXIX. CXL. - 


As we have great caufe to celebrate phe and. goodnefs of God 


for our being, fo we ought.te-emplay ‘our fouly and bodies in his J 


PSALMS. 








further not his wicked device; #f they exalt them. 
felves. Selah. 

9 As for the head of thofe that compafs me about, 
let the mifchief of their own lips cover them. 

10 Let burning coals fall upon them: Iet them be 
caft into the fire; into deep pits, that they rife not up 
again. 

rr Let not an evil fpeaker be eftablifhed in the 
earth: evil fhall hunt the violent man ro overthrow dim. 
’ 42 Iknow that the Lorp wil] maintain the caufe or 
the afflicted, aud the right of the poor. 

13 Surely the righteous fhall give thanks unto thy 
name: the upright fhall dwell in thy prefence. 


PSAL. CXLI. 

1 David prayeth that his fuit nay be acceptable, 3 his cox- 
frience free from guilt, 9 and his perfon fafe fiom the 
Juarcs of the wicked. 

A Pfalm of David. 
ORD, I cry unto thee: make hafte unio me; 
give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 

2 Let my prayer be fet forth before thee as incenfe : 
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening Sacrifice. 

3 Set a watch, O Lorn, before my mouth; keep the 
door of my lips. 

4 Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practife 
wicked works with men that wotk iniquity: and let 
me not eat of their daintics. 

s Let the righteous fmite me; it foallbe a kindnefs : 
and let him reprove me; #t /ball be an excellent oil, 
which fhall not break my head: for yet my prayer alfo 
feall be in their calamitics. 

6 When their judges are overthrown in {tony places, 
they fhall hear my words ; for they are {wect. 

7 Our bones are fcattered at the grave’s mouth, as 
when one cutteth and cleaveth wood upon the earth. 

8 But mine eyes ave unto thee, O Gop the Lorp: 
in thee is my truft; leave not my foul deftitute, 

9 Keep me from the fnares which they have laid for 
me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity. 

10 Let the wicked faJl into their own nets, whilft 
that I withal efcape. 


PSAL. CXLII. 
David Jheweth that in his trouble al! his comfort was tu 
' prayer unto God. 


Mafchil of David; A Prayer when he was in the cave. 


Cried unto the Lorp with my voice; with my 
voice unto the Lorp did I make my fupplication. 

2 I poured out my complaint before him; I fhewed 
before him my trouble, 

'g When my fpirit was overwhelmed within me, then 
thou kneweft my path. In the way wherein I walked 
have they privily laid a fnare for me. 

4 I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but zhere 
was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; 
no man cared for my foul. 

5 I cried unto thee, O Lorn: I faid, Thou er my 
refuge and my portion in the land of the living. 

6 Attend unto my cry; for lam brought very low: 
deliver me from my perfecutors; for they are ftronger 
than I. 

4 Bring my foul out of prifon, that I may praife thy 

: name: 
TE OT, 
fervice ; and that how formidable foever the power of our enemies 
may be, God is the protector of the righteous, and will give them 
oe to celebrate his power, juftice, and goodnefs exerted in their 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on PSALMS CXLI. 
CXLI. CXLII. CXLIV. 

CXLI. 7 Our bones are feattered, &c.] My belt friends are 
laughtered in great numbers, at the command of Saul, and hewed 
in pieces in his prefence, as one would cut or chop a piece of wood, 
Lepi-Sheol, the mouth of the grave,” may with a {mall alteration 
be made Lepi-Saul, ‘‘at the mouth,” or, ‘ at the command of 
Saul.” 

CXLII. This prayer was made by David, when-he hid himfelf from 
Saul in the cave of Engedi, and was afterwards fung to the tune of 
Mafchil, becaufe it admirably inftruéts pofterity in the_moft forlorn, 
nay, defperate condition, ro recommen themfelves to God. cai 


David prayeth acceptance of his futt 





David’s prayer for deliverance from-his enemies. PS ALMS. 





Lhs pravfes for God's goodnefs, 3c. 





name: the righteous fhall compafs me about; for thou 
fhalt deal bountifully with me. 
PS AL. CXLIII. | 
1 David's prayer: 3 his complaint: 5 he frrengtheneth his 
faith : 7 be prayeth for deliverance, 10 for God's fup- 
port, 12 and deftruction of his enemies. 
A Pfalm of David. 


EAR my prayer, O Lorn, give ear to my fup- 
; ; plications: in thy faithfulnefs anfwer me, and in 
thy righteouinels, 

2 And enter not into judgment with thy fervant: for 
in thy fight fhall no man living be juftified. 

For the encmy hath perfecuted my foul; he hath 
{mitten my life down to the ground; he hath made me 
to dwell in darknefs, as chofe that have been long dead. 

Therefore is my fpirit overwhelmed within me; 
my heart within me is defolate. 

5 I remember the days of old; I meditate on all thy 
works; I mufe on the work of thy hands. : 

6 I ftretch forth my hands. unto thee: my foul 
thirfleth after thee, as a thirfty land. Selah. 

+ Hear me fpeecdily, O Lorp: my fpirit faileth: 
hide not thy face from me, left I be like unto them 
that,go down into the pit. 

8 Caufe me to hear thy lovingkindnefs in the morn- 
ing; for in theedo! truit: :caufe me to know the way 
wherein I fhould walk ; for 1 lift up my foul unto thee. 

9 Deliver me, O Lorn, from mine enemies: I flee 
unto thee to hide me. 

10 Teach me todo thy will; for thou art my God: 
thy Spirit és good; lead me into che landof uprightnefs. 

x1 Quicken me, O Lorp, for thy name’s fake: for 
thy righteoufnefs’ fake bring my foul out of trouble. 

32 And of thy mercy cut off mine encmies, and de- 
ftroy all them that afflict my foul: for I am thy fervant. 

PSAL. CXLIV. 
1 David blefeth God: 5 be prayeth God would deliver him 
. from bis enemies: 11 be prayeth for his kingdom’s hap~ 
pinefs under God’s favour. 
A Pfalm of David. 

LESSED Je the Lorp my ftrength, which teach- 

eth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight ; 

2 My gcodnefs, and my fortrefs; my high tower, 
and my deliverer; my fhield, and 4ein whom I trutt; 
who fubdueth my people under me. 

Lorp, what 7s man, that thou takeft knowledge of 
him! or the fon of man, that thou makelt account of 
him! ‘ 

4 Man is like to vanity: his days a@re as a fhacow 
that pafleth away. 

5 Bow thy heavens, O Lory, and comedown: touch 
the mountains, and they fhall imoke. 

6 Cait forth lightning, and fcatter them : fhoot out 
thine arrows, and deftroy thei. 

7 Send thine hand from above; rid me, and deliver 
me out of great waters, from the hand of ftrange 
children ; ; 

8 Whofe mouth fpeaketh vanity, and their right 
hand #s ‘a right hand of falfhood. 

g I will fing a new fong unto thee, O-God: upon a 
plattery ad an inftrument of ten firings will I fing 
praifes unto thee. 


nr ara ee RR 
CXLIII. 10 Thy Spirit is good, &c.] Septuagint, Vulgate, and 
Liturgy, Let thy good Spirit lead me ina flrait (or even) land. 
CNLIV. 12 Yat our daughers, &c.| That our daughters may 
be talf and beauriful, lise thofe polithed” pillars which are the orna- 
ments of a royal palace. 
13 Thatour garners] That our granaries, &c, 
da our fircets. | Or, in our paftares.: 


GeneraL ‘REFLECTIONS on Pfalms 
CXLil CXLIV. 

We-nre taught in thefe pfalms, to call upon God with fervency, to 
‘receive thanktully the warnings and corrections of good men; alfo 
that God never wants means to extricate his people out of danger ; 
that we ought to beg of God grace to fear him, and the guidance 
of his holy Spirit; that plenty, peace, and temporal profperity, 
are the effects of God’s goodnefs, which we fhould receive with 
ne fgiving ; but above all, we thould prize {piritual bieffings. 

O+ t-te : 


CXLIL CXLH. 





_ 10 tis be that giveth falvation unto kings: who de- 
livereth David his fervant from the hurtful fword. 

11 Rid me, and deliver me from the hand of ftrange 
children, whofe mouth {peaketh vanity, and their right 
hand #s a right hand of falfhogd: : 

r2 That our fons may be a$-plants grown up in their 
youth ; that our daughters may. 6e as corner ftones, po- 
lithed after the fimilitude of a palace: 

13 That our garners may be full, affording all manner 
of ftore ; that our fheep may bring forth thoufands and 
ten thoufands in our firects: 

-14 That our oxen may be ftrong to Iahour; fut 
there 6eno breaking in, nor going out ; that there de no 
complaining in our ftreets. 

15 Happy 7s that pcople, that is in fuch a cafe: yea, 
happy zs that people, whofe God zs the Loxy. 

. PSAL CXLV. 


1 David extolleth Gow for his fume: 7 for God's goodnefi, 
11 for his kingdom, 14 for Lis providence, 17 juflice, 
and holizefs, 18 and his regard for the righteous. 

David’s Pfalm of praife. 

Will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will blof& 

thy name for ever and ever. 

2 Every day will I blefs thee; and I will praife thy 
name for cver and ever. 

3 Great 7s the Lorn, and greatly to be praifed; and 
his greatnefs zs unfearchable. 

4 One generation fhall praife thy works to another, 
and fhall declare thy mighty acts. 

51 willfpeak ef the glorious honour of thy majefty, 


and of thy wondrous works. 


6 And men fhall {peak of the might of thy terrible 
acts: and I will declare thy greatnefs, 

7 They fhall abundantly utter the memory of thy 
great goodnefs, and thall fing of thy rightcoufnefs. 

8 The Lorp is gracious, and full of compaflion; 
flow to anger, and of great mercy. 

9 The Lorn zs good to all: and his tender mercies 
are over all his works. 

10 All thy works fhall praife thee, O Lorn; and thy 
faints fhall blefs thee. 

11 They fhall fpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, 
and talk of thy power ; 

12 To make known to the fons of men his mighty 
acts, and the glorious majefty of his kingdom. 

13 Thy kingdom és an everlafting kingdom, and thy 
dominion exdureth throughout all generations. 

14 The Lorn upholdeth all thac fall, and raifeth up 
all thofe that be bowed down. 

15 Theeyes of all wait upon thee; and thou giveit 
them their meat in dus feafon. 

16 Thou openeft thine hand, and fatisfieft the defire 
of every living thing. 

17 The Lorn és righteous in all his ways, and holy 
in all his works. 

18 The Lorp 7s nigh unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him in truth. 

19 He will fulfil the defire of them that fear him : 
he alfo will hear their cry, and will fave them. 

20 The Lorp preferveth all them that love him: 


but all the wicked will he deftroy. : 
21 My 





COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSALMS CXLV. 
CXLVI. CXLVII. 


CXLV. This pfalm is ingenioufly written; the initial Ietrers of 
all the verfes in the original prefenting us with the Hebrew alphabet 
in their proper order: only the letter Nun is wanting; poffibly be- 
caufe the copy from whence the collector took it was imperfect in 
that place, and he would not prefume to fupply the defect himfelf. 
It was efleemed fo excellent by the antient Hebrews, that they ufed 
to fay, He could not fail of being an inhabitant of the heavenly Ca- 
naan who repeated this pfalm three times a day’. 

13 Throughout all generaticnt.) Between the 13th and 14th verfes 


.a verfe is wanting, which is fupplied by the Septuagint, Vulgate, 


and Syriac tranflatians; which fhews that they were made from co-~ 
pies of the Hebrew that were not therein defective. The tranflation 
of the verfe wanting is, The Lord is faithful in all his words, and 


righteous in all his works, 
“6P CXLYL 


21 My mouth fhall fpeak the praife of the Lorn: 
and let all flefh blefs his holy name for ever and ever. 


PSAL. CXLVI. 


i The pfalinift voweth perpetual praifes to God: 3 he ex- 
borteth not to truf? in man. 
TORAISE ye the Lorv. Praife the Lorp, O my 
foul. 

2 While I livé will I praife the Lorn: I will fing 
praifes unto my God while I have any being. 

3 Put not your truft in princes, zor in the fon of 
man, in whom ¢here is no help. 

4 His breath goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; 
in that very day his thoughts perifh. j 

5 Happy is Se that bath the God of Jacob for his 
help, whofe hope is in the Lorp his God: 

6 Which made heaven, and earth, the fea, and all 
that therein zs ; which keepeth truth for ever: 

7 Which executeth judgment for the oppreffed : 
which giveth food to the hungry. The Lorn loofeth 
the prifoners : 

8 The Lorp openeth the eyes of the blind: the 
Lorp raifeth them that are bowed down: the Lorp 
loveth the righteous : : 

‘g The Lorp preferveth the ftrangers; he relieveth 
the fatherlefs and widow: but the way of the wicked 
he turneth upfide down. , 

to The Lorop fhall reign for ever, even thy God, oO 

Zion, unto all generations. Praife ye the Lorp. 


PSA L. CXLVII. 

1 The prophet exborteth to praife God for his care of the 
church ; 7 for his providence ; 12 for his ordinance in 
the church. 

HO YRAISE ye the Lorn: for ## 7s good to fing praifes 

P unto our God; for ié is pleafant; and praife is 

comely, 

2 The Loro doth build up Jerufalem: he gather- 

eth together the outcafls of ]fracl. 

3 He healcth the broken in heart, and bindeth up 
their wounds. 

4 He telleth the number of the ftars; he calleth 
them all by ¢dezr names. 

5 Great is our Lorp, and of great power: his un- 
derftanding zs infinite. ; 

6 The Lorn lifteth up the meek; he cafteth the 
wicked down to the ground. 

7 Sing unto the Lorp with thankfgiving ; fing 
praife upon the harp unto our God: 

8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, who pre- 
pareth rain for the earth, who maketh grafs to grow 
upon the mountains. 

g He giveth to the beaft his food, avd to the young 
ravens which cry. : 

to Hedelighteth not in the firength of the horfe: 
he taketh not pleafure in the legs of a man. 

it The Lorp taketh pleafure in them that fear him, 
in thofe that hope in his mercy. 

12 Praife the Lorp, O Jerufalem; praife thy God, 
O Zion. 

13 For he hath ftrengthened the bars of thy gates ; 
he hath bleffed thy children within thee. 


er  S 


CXLVI. 4 J that very day, &c.] The Septuagint reads, his de- 
vices and contrivances. 

8 The Lord apencth the eyes of the blind, &c.| When the great 
Meffiah appears among the fons of men, the blind fhall receive their 
fight, and thofe who are bowed down by the infirmities of nature, 
Shall be relieved from their fad condition; the Lord particularly de- 
lights in thofe who affift their ncighbours in diftrefs. 

CXLVU. 16 He feattcteth the hoar froft ike afees.| When wood 
is burned in the open air, fome of the afhes, being light, are ufually 
carricd up along with the flame and fmoke, and, after floating 
awhile in the -air, full down again in a foft and gentle manner; the 
particles of hoar froft defcend in much the fame fill, filent, and 
Imperceptivle manner. 


GeneRAL REFLECTIONS On Plal. CXLV. CXLVI. CXLVIL 


We are here excited to celebrate the power, greatnefs, juftice, mercy 
and providential care of God towards his people; to pat our 
whole truft in God, who will reign for ever; and praife him 


of 


Truft not tobe put in man, but in God. PSALMS. Alcreatures areexhorted to praife God. 
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14 He maketh peace zz thy borders, avd filleth thee 
with the fineft of wheat. 

15 He fendeth forth his commandment upon earth : 
his word runneth very {wiftly. 

16 He giveth fnow like wool: he fcattereth the hoar 


froft like afhes. 


17 He catteth forth his ice like morfels: who can 
ftand before his cold? 

18 He fendeth out-his word, and melteth them: 
he caufeth his wind to blow, and the waters flow. : 
19 He fheweth his word unto Jacob, his ftatutes and 

his judgments unto Ifrael. 
20 He hath not dealt fo with any nation: and as fer 
his judgments, they have not known them. Praife ye 


the Lorp. 
PSAL. CXLVIII. 


1 Lhe pfalmift exhorteth the celeftial, 7 the terreftrial, 11 
and the rational creatures, to praife God. 


RAISE ye the Lorn. Praife ye the Lorp from 
the heavens: praife him in the heishts. 

2 Praife ye him, all his angels: praife ye him, all his 
hotts. 

3 Praife ye him, fun and moon: praife him, all ye 
ftars of light. 

4. Praife him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters 
that de above the heavens. 

5 Let them praife the name of the Lorp: for he 
commanded, and they were created. 

6 He hath alfo ftablifhed them for ever and ever: 
he hath made a decree which fhall not pafs. 

47 Praife the Lorp from the earth, ye dragons, and 
all deeps: 

8 Fire, andhail; fnow, and vapours; ftormy wind 
fulfilling his word : 

9 Mountains, ard all hills; fruitful trees, and all 
cedars: 

‘ a Beafts, and all cattle; creeping things, and Aying 
owl: 

11 Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and 
all judges of the earth: 

12 Both young men, and maidens ; old men, and 
children: ; 

13 Let them praife the name of the Lorp: for his 
name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth 
and heaven. 

14 He alfo exalteth the horn of his people, the praife 
of all his faints ; even of the children of Ifrael, a people 
near unto him. Praife ye the Lorn. 


PSAL. CXLIX. 
1 The prophet exhorteth to praife God for his love to the 
church. 
P RAISE ye the Lorn. Sing unto the Lorp a 
new fong, and his praife in the congregation of 
faints. : 
2 Let Ifrael rejoice in him that made him: let the 
children of Zion be joyful in their King. 
3 Let them praife his name in the dance: let them 
fing praifes unto him. with the timbrel and harp. 
4 For the Lorn taketh pleafure in his people: he 
will beautify the meek with falvation. 
3 5 Let 





above all for that revelation of his will to his church, through 
Jefus Chritt. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on PSAL, CXLVIII. 
CXLIX. CL. 


CXLVIII. 3 Praife ye bint, fun and moon, Sec.) Praifehim, ye fuw 
and moon, his molt canfpicuous minifters, and unwearied in his fer- 
vice: ye glittering ftars of light, declare to all fature generations how 
glorious your great mafter is. 

1 Praife the Lord from the earth, ye dragons and all deeps.] » Let all. 
the creatures inhabiting this lower world accompany the celeftial 
hofts in the praifes of the Lord. 

CXLIX. 3 Let them praife his name in the dance, &c.] This aé& 
of devotion how ludicrous foever it may appear to us, has alway's 
been looked upon with reverence by the caflern nations: thus Palm 
cl. 4. *€ Praife him with the timbrel and dance:’ and we read, 
that «* The women went out after Miriam with timbrels and dances,” 
Exod. x¥.20, and ‘© David danced before the ark,” 2 Sam. yi. 14. cL 


Exhortations to prazfe God 





sg Let the faints be joyfulin glory: Jet them fing 


aloud upon their beds. ” 
6 Let the high prai/és of God dz in their mouth, and 


a two-edged {word in their hand ; 

7 To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and pu- 
nifhments upon the people ; 

8 To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles 
with fetcers of iron; 

To execute upon them the judgment written: this 
honour have all his faints. Prajfe ye the Lorn. 
PSAL. CL. 

An exhortation to praife God with all kinds of inftruments. 





CL. 3 Praife him with "the found of the trumpet, &c.] Let the 
priefts of the Lord praife him with the found of the trumpet, and 


Jet the Levites praife him with pfalteries and harps. 7 
5 Praife him upon the loud cymbals, &c.] Let cymbals of all kinds 


accompany the pfalms and hymas in his praife. 
Grenerav Rerrecrions on Pfal, CXLVII. CXLIX. CL. 


David here calls upon all creatures in heaven and earth to join 
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PROVERBS. With all kinds of mufical inftruments. | 


Dee ye the Lorp. Praife God in his fanc- 
tuary: praife him in the firmament of his power. 

2 Praite him, for his mighty adts: praife him ac- 
cording to his excellent greatnefs. 

_3 Praife him with the found of the trumpet : praife 
him with the pfaltery and harp. 

4 Praife him with the timbrel and dance: praife him 
with ftringed infruments and organs. 

§ Praife him upon the loud cymbals: praife him upon 
the high founding cymbals. 

6 Let every thing that hath breath praife the Lorn; 
Praife ye the Lorp. 
nr 

in one fymphony of thankfgiving to the great Lord of all. ‘This 
fhould ftir up the faithful to fing and publith the praifes of God, 
and rejoice in Ifim continually, not only with the lips and voice, 
but alfo with the heart. May he grant us his grace fo to do, 
to the end that, after having praifed and glorified God upon carth 
in our day, we may glorify him eternally with all the blefled fpi- 
rits in heaven. 





oa 





The Book of PROVERBS. 


—— 





a 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The proverbs of Solomon are an admirable collection of moft excellent rules of life, and are a mixture of both ethics and 
olitics ; being calculated as well for the correcting of men’s errors, and teaching them how to conduc themfelves in 


? : je ee : 
all relations, as for the government of families, cities, and kingdoms. 
tions to particular perfons refpecting the great duties of religion. 


They alfo comprehend many valuable admoni- 
From the different titles they bear, it appears, 


that the firft twenty four chapters are the genuine works of Solomon; that the five next are a collection of feveral of 
bis proverbs ; made by order of king Hexekiah ; and that the iwo laft chapters were added, and belong to different, 


though unknown, authors. 


ee — —— eS eee 


be 





CHAP. I. 14 Caftin thy lot among us; let us all have one Bef, 
1 The ufe of the proverbs. 7 An exhortation to fear God. }| purte: Enice 
10 To avoid the enticings of finners. 20 Wifdom com- 15 My fon walk not thou in the way with them; re- 1000. 

: plaineth of contempt ; 24 She threateneth her contemners. frain thy foot from their path: 

Before HE proverbs of Solomon the fon of David, 16 For their feet run to evil, and make hafte to 

CHRIST [ king of Ifrael; fhed blood. 

written 2 To know wifdom and inftruétion; to per- 17 Surely in vain the net is fpread in the fight of 

#000. ceive the words of underftanding; any bird. 


3 To receive the inflruction of wifdom, juflice, and 
judgment, and equity ; 

4 To give fubtilty to the fimple, to the young man 
knowledge and difcretion. 

5A wifemanwillhear, and will increafe learning; and 
a man of underftanding fhall attain unto wife counfels. 

6 Yo underfland a proverb, and the interpretation ; 
the words of the wife, and their dark fayiags. 

74 The fear of the Lorp ss the beginning of know- 
ledge: ut fools defpife wifdom and inftraction. 

8 My fon, hear the inftruction of thy father, and 
forfake not the Iaw of thy mother: 

9 For they /bal/ de an ornament of grace unto thy 
head, and chains about thy neck, 

10 My fon, if finners entice thee, confent thou not. 

aa ifthey fay, Come with us, Iet us lay wait for 
blood, Jet us lurk privily fortheinnocent without caufe: 

12 Let us fwallow them up alive as the grave; and 
whole, as thofe that go down into the pit : 

13 We thall find all precious fubftance, we fhall fill 


our houfes with fpoil : j 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I 


2 Tokuow wifdom and infiru@ion, &e.| i. e. The feope of thefe 
roverbs is, to make a manJearn what itis to be truly wife, and to 
inftruct him how to avoid thofe errors which men are apt to fall 
into, or to correct them, if he hath been mifled, and has run into them. 


9, 8 The fear of the Lard, &C.] This, as the firlt principle of wif- 


18 And they lay wait for their own blood; they 
lurk privily for their owz lives. 

19 So are the ways of every one that is greedy 
of gain; which taketh away the life of the owners 


thereof. 
20 GY Wifdom crieth without; fhe uttereth her voice 


in the ftreets: 

21 She crieth in the chief place of concourfe, in the 
openings. of the gates: in the city fhe uttereth her 
words, /aying, 

22 How long, yefimple ones, will ye love fimplicity? 
and the {corners delightin their fcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge? 

_23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour 
out my Spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
unto you. 

24 J Becaufe I have called, and ye refufed; I have 
ftretched out my haad, and no man regarded ; 

2:5 But ye have fet at nought all my counfel, and 
would none of my reproof: 

261 





dom, muft be carefully obferved; anda due fenfe of God’s omnipre- 
fence fhould ever reft upon our minds. 

20 Wifdom cricth cwithout, &c-] By wifdom is here meant the 
eternal wifdom, whofe excellent counfels are revealed in the plain 
diGtares af our own confciences, in the laws of God, tn the mouths of 


"his prophets and minifters, in the admonitions and examples of good 


men, and in the courfe of his providence and wife government. 
; GENERA 





Refore 


CHRIST 


1000. 


26 I alfo will laugh at‘your calamity ;- I will mock 
when your fear cometh; 

27 When your fear cometh as defolation, and your 
deftruction cometh asa whirlwind; when diftrefs and 
anguifh cometh upon you. 

28 Then fhall they call upon me, but I will not an- 
fwer; they thalifeck meearly, butthey fhall not findme: 

29 For that thcy hated knowledge, and did not 
choofe the fear of the Lorn: : 

go They would none of my,counfel: they defpifed 
all my reproof. 

31 Therefore fhall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and be filled with their own devices. 

g2 For theturningaway of the fimple fhall flay them, 
and the profperity of fools-fhall deftroy, them. 

33 But whofo hearkencth unto me fhall dwell fafely, 
and thall be quiet from fear of evil. 

CHAP. IN. 

1 The fiudy of wifdom tendeth to promote gedlinefs, 10 
to guard againft the feducing of finners, 20 and to direct 
men in good and falutary ways. 

Y fon, if thou wilt reccive my-words, and hide 
my commandments with thee ; 

2 So that thou incline thine car unto wifdom, and 
apply thine heart to underftanding; 

3 Yea, if thou criclt after knowledge, and lifteN up 
thy voice for underftanding ; 


4 lf thou feckcit her as filver, and fearcheft for her ; } 
§ the man ¢hat getteth underftanding. 


as for hid treafurcs : 

§ Then fhalt thou underftand the fear of the Lorn, 
and find the knowledge of God. 

6 Por the Lorn giveth wifdom: out of his mouth 
coacth knowledge and underftandiag. 

7 He iayeth up found wifdom for the righteous: he 
is abuckler to them that walk uprightly. 

8 Ke kcepeth the paths of judgment, and preferveth 
the way of his faints. 

9 Then fhalt chou underftand rightcoufnefs, and 
judgment, and equity 3 yea, every good path. 

to FF When witdom entereth into thine heart, and 
knowledge is pleafant unto thy foul; 

rt Difcretion hall preferve thee, underftanding fhall 
keep thee: : 

12 To deliver, thee from the way of the evil man, 
from the man that fpeaketh froward things ; 

13 Who Icave the paths of uprightnefs, to wall in 
the ways of darknefs ; 


14 Who rejoice to do evil, and delight in the fro- j3 
# foot fhall not Rumble. 


wardnefs of the wicked; 


15 Whofe ways ere crooised, and they froward in 


their paths: 


16 To deliver thee from the ftrange woman, evez | 


from the ftranger which flattereth with her words ; 


17 Which forfaketh the guide of her youth, and for- 


gettcth the covenant of her God. 


18 For her houfeinclineth unto death, and her paths 


unto the dead. 


19 None that go unto her return again, neither take | 


they hold of the paths of life. 


20 YF That thou mayeft walk in the way of good | 


men, and keep the paths of the righteous. 


et For the upright fhall dwell in the land, and the 


perfect fhall remain in it. 


22 But the wicked thall be cut off from the earth, 


and the tranfgreffors fhall be rooted ont of it. 





Genera ReFeecrions on Chap. I, 
We learn from hence, that the chief point of wifdom is the fear of 


Ged; and that whoever pofieffes this heavenly wifdom, has in § 


himfelf the fpring of the moft precious bleflings; in order to at~ 


tain this, we fhould avoid the company of wicked men, hearken 


to good counfels, and implore the alliilance of divine grace. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAR. IT. JIL 
‘VI. 6 Yhe Lord giveth cvifdom, &e.J 
wifdom, unlefs we previoufly feek the Lord, and his righteoufnefs, 
in.whofe gift alone it is. 
16 Lhe frrange woman, &c.] Women when they become profti- 
tutes, ufed to quit their own home and friends, and go into a foreign 
country in queit of a livelihood, where they would be no fhame to 








It is in vain to fearch for | 


Wifdom threateneth thofe that defpife her. PROVERBS. 


the clouds drop down the dew. 


j keep found wifdom and diferetion: 


‘guide and governor. 





GHAP. HL by 

1 An exhortation tagobedience, 5 fuith, 7 godly fear, 9 

oblations, patience. 13 The excellency of wifdom, &c. 
M* fon, forget not my law; but let thine Keart 

keep my commandments. 

2 For length of days, and long life, and peace, fhail 
they add to thee. 4 

3 Let not mercy and truth forfake thee: bind them 
about thy neck ; writethem upon thetableofthine heart: 

4 So fhalt thou find favour and good underflanding 
in the fight of God and man. " 

5 @ Truitin the Lorp with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own underftandiag. : 

6 Inall thy ways acknowledge him, and he fhall di- 
rect thy paths. 

79 Be not wifein thine own eyes: fear the Lorn, 
and depart from evil. 

8 It thall be health to thy navel, and marrow to thy 
‘bones. 

9 § Honour the Lorp with thy fubftance, and with 
the firfifruits of all thine increafc: 

10 So fhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy 
preffes fhall burft ont with new wine. 

‘ir & My fon, defpife not the cl:aficning of the Lorn; 

neither be weary of his correction: 

12 For whom the Lorn loveth he correcketh ; even 


j as a father the fon fz whom he delighteth. , 


13 Y Happy.zs the man tae findeth wifdom, and 


14 For the merchandife of it 7s better than the mer- 


chandife of filver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. 


15 She 7s more precious than rubies: and all the 


things thou canil defire arenot tobe compared unto her. 


16 Length of days zs in her right hand; avd in her 
left hand riches and honour. 

17 Her ways are ways of pleafuntnefs, and all her 
paths are peace. . 

18 She zs a tree of life to them that lay hold upoa 
her: and happy ?¢s every ove that retaineth her, 

19 The Lorn by wiftlom hath founded the earth; 
by underftanding hath he eftablifhed the heavens. 

20 By his knowledge the depths are bruken up, and 


eat GF My fon, let not them depart from thine eyes: 


22 So fhall they be life unto thy foul, and grace to 


thy neck. 


23 Then fhalt thou walk inthy way fafely, and thy 


24 When thou Left down, thou fhalt not be afraid : 
yea, thou fhale lie down, and thy flecp fhall be fweet. 

25 Be not afraid of fudden fear, neither of the de- 
folation of the wicked, when it cometh. 

26 For the Lorp fhall be thy confidence, and thall 
keep thy foot from being taken. 

27 Y Withhold not good from them to whom it is 
due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do i¢, 

28 Say not unto thy neighbour, Go, and come again, 
and to morrow I will give; when chou haft it by thee. 

29 {| Devife not evil againit thy neighbour, feeing 


-he dwelicth fecurely by thee. 


30 Strive not with a man withoutcanfe, if he have 
done thee no harm. 
31 Envy thou not the oppreffor, and choofe none 


of his ways. 
32 For 





their relations. Hence a proftitute was called in {cripture “ A ftrange 

woman.” See Fidyes xi. 9. : 
17 The guide of her youth, &c.) Namely, her hufband, to whom 

fhe had been married in her youth, and whom fhe had taken for her 


If. 3 Bixd them about thy neck, write them, &c.]  Alluding’ to 
the cuftom the Jews had of writing paifiges from the law on picees 
of parchment, and tying them on their heads. See Exod. xiti. 9. 

18 She is a tree of life, &c.) Wiftlom gives not only a prefent, 
but an immortal fatisfaétion to all thofe who ftrongly apprehend and 
retain her precepts. : 

25 Neither of the defelatima of the wicked, &c.] When God deftroyeth 
the wicked, he will fave thofe who are his, as he did Lor in Sodom. 
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n exhortation to obedience 
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The _ftudy of wifdom recommended. 


Before 
CHRIST 
1000. 


32 For the froward is abomination to the Lorp: 
but his fecret zs with the righteous. . 

33 J The curfe of the Lorn ss in the houfe of the 
wicked : but he bleffeth the habitation of the juft. 

34 Surely he fcorneth the fcorners: but he giveth 
grace unto the lowly. . 

35 The wife fhall inherit glory: but fhame fhall be 
the promotion of fools. 

CHAP. Iv. 

1 Solomon's infiructions from his parents, 5 to fludy wif- 

dom, 14 and to fhun the path of the wicked: 20 he ex- 

horteth to faith, 22 and fancti fication, 


44 R, ye children, the inftrudtion of a father, 
j y nd attend to know underftanding. 

2 For I give you good doctrine, forfake ye not my 
law. 
3 For I was my father’s fon, tender and only e- 


foved in the fight of my mother. 
4 He taught me alfo, and faid unto me, Let thine 


- heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and 





live. 

5 7 Get wifdom, get underftanding: forget it not; 
neither decline from the words of my mouth. 

6 Forfake her not, and fhe fhall preferve thee: Jove 
her, and fhe fhall keep thee. : 

7 Wifdom Zs the principal thing ; therefore get wil- 
dom: and withallchy getting get under{tanding. 

8 Exalt her, and fhe hall promote thee: fhe fhall 
bring thee to honour, when thou dott embrace her. 

9 She thall give to thine head an ornament of grace: 
a crown of glory fhall fhe deliver to thee. 

10 Hear. O my fon, and receive my fayings; and the 
years of thy life fhall be many. 

it I have taught thee in the way of wifdom; I have 
Jed thee in right paths. ; 

12 When thou goeft, thy fteps fhall not be ftraitened. 
and when thou runneft, thou fhait not ftumble. 

13 Take faft hold of inftru€tions; let ser not go: 
keep her; for fhe zs thy life. 

14 4 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go 
not in the way of evilmen. | 

15 Avoid it, pafs not by it, turn from it, and pafs 


vey away. 


16 For they fleep not, except they have done mif- 
chief; and their fleep is taken away, unlefs they caufe 
Jome to fall. 

17 Forthey eat the bread of wickednefs, and drin 
the wine of violence. 

18 But the path of the juft #s as the fhining light, 
that fhineth more and more unto the perfect day. 

19 The way of the wicked zs as darknefs: they know 
not at what they ftumble. 

20 FY My fon, attend tomy words; incline thine ear 
unto my fayings. 

21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them 
in the midit of thine heart. 

22 For they are life unto thofe that find them, and 


health to all their Hefh. 


32 His feeret is with the righteous.] Their minds are enlightened, by 
the word and Spirit of God, to know the fecret of his providence, re- 
f{pecting his dealings with the wicked ; but efpecially the methods of his 
Brace concerning the work of falvation. 


Grrerar Rerrectrons on Chap. Il. If. 

The inftruétion to be derived from thefe chapters is, to feek wifdom 
with the whole heart, and beg it of God, who is the fountain of it. 
To truit in God, and not in our own wifdom ; to look towards him in 
all our ways, and turn from evil ; to honour him with our fubftance, 
in relieving the needy ; and fubmit ourfelves to his chaftifement and 
fatherly corrections without murmuring. 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES ow CHAP. IV. V. 
IV. 1 The inflrufion of a father, &c.] te fpeaketh this as in 
the perfon of a preacher and minifter, who isas a father unto the 


people. 
_ 17 They cat the bread of wickedne/i, ond drink the cine, &e.] They 
Jive upon rapine and extortion. 

18 The path of the juft, &c.] Their pure and innocent life is full 
Of honour and ‘pleafure, increafing continually with their virtue, 


No. 4. 


CHAP. IV. Vu 


it are the iffues of life. 

24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and per- 
verfe lips put far from thee. : 
_.25 Let thine eyes look right on, and Jet thine eye- 
lids look ftraight before thee. Co 

26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways 
be eltablifhed. 

27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: re« 
move thy foot from evil. 


CHAP. V. 


3 The mifchiefs of whoredom and riot. 1 5 An exhortation © :'.".+ 


_ to chaftity, — ‘ 
Y fon, attend unto my wifdom, end bow thine 
ear to my underftanding:. 

2 That thou mayeft regard difcretion, and that thy 
lips may keep knowledge. 

3 7 For the lips of a ttrange woman drop as an ho-~ 
neycomb, and her mouth js {moother than oil: 

4 But her end is bitteras wormwood, fharp as 2 two 
edged fword. 

5 Her feet go down to death ; her fleps take hold 
on hell. 

6 Left thou fhouldeft ponder the path of life, her 
ways are moveable, fAat thou canft not know then: 

7 Hear me now therefore, O ye children, and depart 
not from the words of my mouth. 

8 Remove thy way far from her, and come not nigh 
the door of her houfe: 

9 Left thou give thine honour unto others, and thy 
years unto the cruel : 

10 Left ftrangers be filled with thy wealth ; and thy 
labours ée in the houfe of a flranger ; 

11 Andthou mourn at the laft, when thy fefh and 
thy body are confumed. 

12 And fay, How haveI hated infiru@ion, and my 
heart defpifed reproof ; 

13 And have not obeyed the voice of my teachers, 
nor inclined mine ear to them that inftruéted me! 

14 1 was almoft in all evil in the ntidft of the congre- 
gation and affembly. 

15 § Drink waters out of thine own ciftern, and run- 
ning waters out of thine own well. 

16 Let thy fountains be difperfed abroad, and rivers 
of waters in the ftreets. 

17 Let them be only thine own, and not ftrangers’ 
with thee. ; 

18 Let thy fountain be bleffed : and rejoice with the 
wife of thy youth. 

19 Let her be as the loving hind and pleafant roe; 
let her breafts fatisfy thee at alltimes; and be thou ra- 
vifhed always with her love. 

go And why wile thou, my fon, be ravifhed with a 
ftrange woman, and embrace the bofom of a itranger? 

2t For the ways of man are before the eyes of the 
Lorp, and he pondereth all his goings. 2 

22 § His own iniquities fhail take the wicked him- 


felf, and he fhall be holden with the cords of his fins. 
23 He 





which nothing can interrupt or extinguish till they arrive at the higheit 
pitch of joy and glory. 

23 Keep thy heart, &c.) Let this above all things be thy peculiar care, 
to fer fo itri¢t a guard upon the inward thoughts and affections of thy 
foul, that thy confent be never obtained to any thing which thou oughtelt 
to refufe. 

V. 3 Drop as an honeycomb, &c.] By this is meant, flattering and 
fubtil allurements. 

4 Sharp asa tavo edged favord.| Likea ford that cuts on both fides, 
fhe wounds both foul and body. ‘is 

6 Left thou fouldef? ponder the path of life, &c.] Lewd women fo en» 
tangle incautious and deluded men in the labyrinth of vicious love, that 
they neither with nor are able to return into the 
happinefs, : Bo 

15 Drink waters out of thine own ciffern, &c.] Thisisa figurative ex~ 
preffion, recommending the chaile and holy ufe of matrimony. 

21 The ways of man are bifore the eyes of the Lord, &c.] The 
eye of God beholds all thy aétions, weighs them in the balance of 
juftice, and will exaétly punifh or reward thee, according go thy 


works. 


6Q 


GENERAL 


CHRisT. 
1000, 


« 


path of virtuc andtrue = * 


The mifchiefs of whoredom. 


23 Q Keep thy heart with all diligence: for out of Before 


. 


The danger of furetifhip. 


Before 
CHRIST 
1000, 


23 He thall die without inftruction; and in the great- 
nefs of his folly he fhall go aftray. 
, CHA yr VEIL ii 
1 Againf#t furetifbip, 6 idlenefs, 12 and mifchievoufnefs. 
ie we nee hateful to God. 20 The bleffings of 

obedience to parents. 25 The mifehiefs of whoredom. 

Y fon, if thou be furety for thy friend, 7f thou 

haft ftricken thy hand with a {tranger, 
2 Thou art fnared with the words of thy mouth, 
thou art taken with the words of thy mouth. 

Do this now, my fon, and deliver thyfelf, when 
thou art come into the hand of thy friend ; go, humble 
thyfelf, and make fure thy friend. 

4 Give not fleep to thine eyes, nor flumber to thine 
eyelids. 

5 Deliver thyfelf as a roe from the hand of the hunter, 
and as a bird from the hand of the fowler. 

6 ¥ Go to the ant, thon fluggard; confider her ways, 
and be wife: 

7 Which having no guide, overfeer, or ruler, 

8 Provideth her meat in the fummer, and gathereth 
her food in the harveft. 

9g How long wilt thou fleep, O fluggard? when wilt 


thou arife out of thy fleep? 


10 Yet alittle fleep, a little lumber, a little folding of 
the hands to fleep: 

11 Sofhall thy poverty come as one that travelleth, 
and thy want as an armed man. 

12 9 A naughty perfon, a wicked man, walketh with 
a froward mouth. 

13 He winketh with his eyes, he fpealceth with his 
feet, he teacheth with his fingers ; 

14 Frowardnefs is in his heart, he devifeth mifchief 
continually ; he foweth difcord. 

15 Therefore fhall his calamity come fuddenly ; fud- 
denly fhall he be broken without remedy. 

16 § Vhefe fix things doth the Lorp hate; yea, 
feven are an abomination unto him: 

17 A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that 
fhed innocent blood, : 

18 An heart that devifeth wicked imaginations, feet 
that be fwift in running to mifchief, < | 

19 A falfe witnefs that fpeaketh lies, and he thar 
foweth difcord among brethren. 

20 G My fon, keep thy father’s commandment, and 
forfake not the law of thy mother: 

21 Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie 
them about thy neck. 

' 22 When thou goeft, it fhall lead thee; when thou 
fleepeft, it fhall keep thee; and wen thou awakeft, it 
fhall talk with thee. 

23 For the commandment zs a lamp; and the law zs 
light; and reproofs of inftruction are the way of life: 

24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from the flat- 
tery of the tongue of a ftrange woman. 

25 9 Luft not after her beauty in thine heart; nei- 
ther jet her take thee with her eyelids. 

26 For by means of a whorifh woman a manis 
drought to a piece of bread: and the adultrefs will hunt 
for the precious life. 

27 Canaman take firc in his bofom, and his clothes 
not to be burned? 


A PS SSS 


Generar ReFfirections on Chap. IV. V. ° 


Solomon herein recommends moft exprefsly the liftening to the divine in- 
Strudtions of wifdom, to have them always before our eyes to keep 
our heart from all that may corrupt and feduce it, particularly from 
_the company and allurements of the wicked, whofe ways lead to death, 
and fo to order our actions, difcourfe, and conduct, that we may never 
tnrn them away from the right path. 


COMMENTARY asv NOTES on CHAP. VI. VIL 


VI. Uf thou aft firicken thy hand with a ftranger.] Namely, in to- 
ken of faith given, and promife made. By ‘< a itranger,”” feems to mean 
an ufurer, the trade of ufurers being forbidden by the law among the 
Ifraelites, though tolerated by ftrangers; and the Ifraelite who ufed ir 
was accounted profane. 

6, 7,8 Goto the ant, &.] If the word of God cannot inftru& 
thee, let the ant be thy teacl.er: obferve her provident care, who, 


28 Can one go upon bot coals, and his feet not be 
‘burned? 

29 So he that goeth into his neighbour’s wife; who- 
foever toucheth hey fhhall not be innocent. 

30 Men do not defpife a thief, if he fteal to fatisfy his 
foul when he is hungry ; 

21 But ifhe be found, I:e fhall reftore fevenfold; he 
fhall give all the fubftance of his houle. 

32 But whofo committeth adultery with a woman 
Jacketh underftanding : he ¢4a# doeth it deftroyeth his 
own foul. 

33 A wound and difhonour fhall he get; and his re- 
proach fhall not be wiped away. 

34 For jealoufy is the rage of a man: therefore he 
will not fpare in the day of vengeance. 

35 He wili not regard any ranfom ; neither will he 
reft content, though thou giveft many gifts. 


CHAP. VIL 


1 Perfuafion to familiarzty with wifiom. 6 The cunning of 
a lewd woman, and the folly of a youth feduced by hers 
24 He difuadcth fron fuch dangerous courfes. 

Y fon, keep my words, and lay up my command- 
ments with thee. 
2 Keep my commandments, and live; and my law 
as the apple of thine eye. 
3 Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the 
table of thine heart. 
4 Say unto wifdom, Thou art my fifter ; and call un- 

derftanding thy kinfwoman: . 

5 That they may keep thee from the itrange woman, 
from the ftranger which flattercth with her words. 

6 J For at the window of my honfe I looked through 
my cafement, 

7 And beheld among the fimple ones, I difcerned 
among the youths, a young man voidof underftanding, 

8 Paffing through the ftreec near her corner; and he 
went the way to her houfe, 

9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and 
dark night: 

10 And, behold, there met him 2 woman with the 
attire or an harloc, and fubtil of heart. 

11 (She zs loud and ftubborn ; her feet abide not in 
her houfe: ; 

12 Now is fhe without, now in the fireets, and lieth 
in wait at every corner-) 

13 So fhe caught him, and kiffed him, avd with an 
impudent face faid unto him, 

14 Ihave peace offerings with me; this day have I 
payed my vows. 

15 Therefore came I forth to meet thee diligently 
to feek thy face, and I have found thee. 

16 Ihave decked my bed with coverings of tapeftry, 


‘with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt. 


17 I have perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and 
cinnamon. 

18 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morn- 
ing: let us folace ourfelves with loves. 

19 For the good man is not at home, he is gone a 
long journey: 

.20 He hath taken a bag of money with him, and 

will come home at the day appointed. 

‘ et With 


TS 


during the fummer and plenty of harveft, lays up a fufficient flock of 
provilions to fupport her in the winter. ; 

13 He fpcaketh with bis feet, Sec.} He gives intimations and figns by 
treading upon their toes. 

31 He fall reftore fevenfold, &c.] The Hebrew word fignifies only 
fuch a number as is perfeét and complete in its kind ; for, according to 
the law of Mofes, a thief was not to return fevenfold, but much 
lefs. 

VII. 4 Say unto wifdom, Thou art, &c.] Embrace the precepts I have 
given thee with the moft ardent affection; and place fo high a value upon 
wifdom, as to invite her continually to thee, till fhe be as familiar with 
thee as an holy fifter, and then delight in her precepts as in the com- 
pany of the moft loved relation. 

14 I have peace offerings, &c.} lam an happy woman, on whom God 
hath beftowed many bleffings ; I have given him folemn thanks this days 
have provided a feaft, fuch as the facrifice would afford, and now culy 
want fome good company at home to rejoice with me. 

GENERA 


PROVERBS. | The behaviour of an harlot decribed. 


Before 
CARIsT 
1800, 


— 


CHAP. Vill. 1X. The difcipline and doétrine of wifdom. 


22 4 The Lorn poffeffed me in the beginning of his Before 
way, before his works of old. 10004 


The call of wifdom. 


Before 214 With her much fair fpeech fhe caufed him to 





CHRIST yield, with the flattering of her lips the forced him. 


1000. 


22 He goeth after her ftraightway, as an ox goeth 
to the flaughter, or as a fool to the correction of the 
ftocks ; 

23 Till a dart ftrike through his liver ;‘as‘a bird 
hafteth to the fnare, and knoweth not that it zs for his 
life. 

24 § Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye chil- 
dren, and attend to the words of my mouth. 

25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not 
aftray in her paths. . 

°26 For fhe hath caft down many wounded: yea, 
many flrong men have been flain by her. 

27 Her houfe is the way to hell, going down to the 
chambers of death. 


CHAP. VII. 


1 The folemn call, 6 found teaching, 10 excellency, 12 7a- 
ture, 15 benefits, 22 and eternity of wifdom. 32 Wif- 
dom is to be attended to for the bleffednefs it bringeth. 

OTH not wifdom cry? and underftanding put 
forth her voice ? 
2 She ftandeth in the top of high places, by the way 
in the places of the paths. 
3 She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at 
the coming in at the doors. 
4 Unto you, Omen, I call; and my voice zs to the 
fons of man. 
5 Oye fimple, underftand wifdom: and, ye fools, 
be ye of an underftanding heart. 
64 Hear; for I will fpeak of excellent things ; and 
the opening of my lips /ball be right things. 
7 For my mouth fhall fpeak truth; and wickednefs 
zs an abomination to my lips. 


8 Allthe words of my mouth are in righteoufnels ; | 


there is nothing froward or perverfe in them. 

g They are all plain to him that underftandeth, and 
right to them that find knowledge. 

10 € Receive my inftruction, and not &lver; and 
knowledge rather than choice gold. 

11 For wildom 7s better than rubies; and all the 
things that may be defired are not to be compared to it. 

12 F I wifdom dwell with prudence, and find out 
knowledge of witty inventions. 

13 The fear of the Lorn és to hate evil: pride, and 
arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, 
do I hate. 

14 Counfel zs mine, and found wifdom: I am under- 
ftanding ; I have ftrength. 

15 J By mekings reign, and princes decree juttice. 

16 By me princes rule, and nobles, evez all the judges 
of the earth. 

17 Llove them that love me; and thofe that feek me 
early fhall find me. 

18 Riches and honour are with me; yea, durable 
riches and righteoufnefs. ‘ 

19 My frutt zs better than gold, yea, than fine gold ; 
and my revenue than choice filver. ; 

20 I Iead in the way of righteoufnefs, in the midi o. 
the paths of judgment: 

21 That I may caufe thofe that love me to inherit 
fubftance ; and I will fill their treafures. 





Generar Rertections on Chap. Vi. VIL. 

‘We ought to remember well what the wife man faith about floth and 
idlenefs, which corrupt the mind and heart, and lead to temptation 
and fin; that God hates proud and haughty men, flanderers, liars, 
falfe accufers, and cruel people: thefe things we fhould avoid, and 
likewife all impurity. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VIII.IX. 

VIII. 1 Doth not wifdom cry? &c.] Are there not many open 
and loud talls and admonitions from providence and common expe- 
rience, to make you wifer, and roufe you from your ftupidity? And 
how . many ferious and earneft endeavours have been ufed to reclaim 

you from your folly ? . 

ei 10 Receive my infirution, and not fdwer, &c.] Read, Rather than 

ilver. 


' 22 The Lord pofifed me in the beginning, &c.] Molt commen- 


23 1 was fet up from everlafting, from the beginning, 
or ever the earth was. 

24 When there were no depths, I was brought forth; 
when there were no fountains abounding with water. 

25 Before the mountains were fettled, beforethe hills 
was I brought forth : 

26 While as yet he had not made the earth, nor the 
fields, nor the higheft part of the duft of the world. 

27 When he prepared the heavens, I was there : 
when he fet a compafs upon the face of the clepth: 

28 When he eftablifhed the clouds above: when he 
ftrengthened the fountains of the deep: 

29 When he gave to the fea his decree, that the 
waters fhould not pafs his commandment: when he 
appointed the foundations of the earth: 

30 Then I was by him, as one brought up with him: 
and I was daily dis delight, rejoicing always before him 3; 

31 Rejoicing in the habitable part of his earth; and 
my delights zere with the fons of men. 

32 Y Now therefore hearken untome, Oye children: 
for bleffed are they that keep my ways. 

33 Hear inftruction, and be wife, and refufe it not. 

34 Bleffed 7s the man that heareth me, watching 
daily at my gates, waiting at the pofts of my doors, 

35 For whofo findeth me findeth life, and fhall ob- 
tain favour of the Lorp. 

36 But he that finneth againft me wrongeth his own 
foul: all they that hate me love death. 

CHAP. IX. 
1 The difcipline, 3 and de‘trine of wifdon. 13 The finful 
. enticements of folly; 18 their ruinous tendercy. 
TISDOM hath bnilded her houfe, fhe hath 
hewn out her feven pillars : 

2 She hath killed her beafts; fhe hath mingled her 
wine; fhe hath alfo furnifhed her table. 

3 She hath fent forth her maidens: fhe crieth upon 
the higheft places of the city, 

4 Whofo 7s fimple, Ict him turn in hither : as for 
him that wanteth underftanding, the faith to him, | 

5 Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine 
which I have mingled. 

6 Forfake the foolifh, and live; and go in the way of 
underitanding. 

7 He that reproveth a fcorner getteth to himfelf 
fhame: and he that rebuketh a wicked man gettet/ him- 
felf a blot. 

8 Reprove not a fcorner, left he hate thee: rebuke 
a wife man, and he will love thee. 

9 Give infirufion to a wife man, and he will be yet 
wifer: teach a juft man, and he will increafe in learning. 

10 The fear of the Lorn 7s the beginning of wifdom: 
and the knowledge of the holy 7s underftanding. 

11 For by me thy days fhall be multiplied, and the 


-years of thy life fhall be increafed. 


12 If thou be wife, thou fhalt be wife for thyfelf: 
but 7f thou fcorneft, thou alone fhalt bear i. 

13 Q A foolifh woman is clamorous: joe is fimple, 
and Knoweth nothing. 

14 For the fitteth at the door of her houfe, on a feat 
in the high places of the city, 


15 To call paflengers who go right on their ways : 
. 16 Whofo 





tators apply this to our Lord Jefus Chrift, who was the Wifdom of the 
Father, and underftood by it the eternal AOTOS, fabfitting with him 
before all worlds. ; . 

IX. 1 Wifdom hath builded her houft, &c.] Wildom is here repre- 
fented as a glorious queen, living in a ftately palace, and inviting to 
it all mifguided fouls ; promifing them, if they will forfake their follies, 
the moft delicious and fumptuous entertainment. | 

3 She crieth upon the bigheft places of the city.] The fchools of 
the prophets (reprefented by the feven pillars, ver. I.) were feated in 
high places, as appears from 1 Sam. x. 5. and 2Kingsi. 9. 

12 Uf thou be wife, &c.], 1 carnefily invite thee to imbibe my 
do€trines; not for my own fake, but for thine: for thou alone wilt 
reap the fruit of being truly virtuous, or fuffer the punifhment which 
God will furely infi@t upon all profane {coffers at religion and 
goodnels. 


13 A foclith woman, &c.] A proftitute. Grngrar 
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Moral virtues, 





16 Whofo és fimple, let him turn in hither: and as 
or him that wanteth underftanding, fhe faith to him, 
17 Stolen waters are {wect, and bread eaten in fecret 


is pleafant. 
18 But he knoweth not that the dead ave there; and 


that her guefts are in tne depths of hell. 
CHAP. X. 


From this chapter to the five and twentieth are fundry ob- 
fervations of moral virtues and their contrary vices. 
HE proverbs of Solomon. A wife fon maketh 

l a glad father: but a foolifh fon zs the heavinefs 
of his mother, 

2 Treafures of wickednefs profit nothing: but righ- 
teoufnefs delivereth from death. 

3 The Lorp will not fuffer the foul of the righteous 
to famifh: but he cafteth away the fubftance of the 
wicked. 

4 He becometh poor that dealeth with a flack hand: 


but the hand of the diligent maketh rich. 


5 He that gathereth in fummer zs a wife fon: but he 
that fleepeth in harveft 7s a fon that caufeth fhame. 

6 Bleflings are upon the head of the juft: but vio- 
lence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

47 The memory of the juft is bleffed: but the name 
of the wicked fhall rot. 

8 The wife in heart will receive commandments: but 
a prating fool fhall fall. 

9 He that walketh uprightly walketh furely: but he 
that perverteth his ways fhall be known. 

10 He that winketh with the eye caufeth forrow : 
but a prating fool fhall fall. 

11 he mouth of a righteous man is a well of life: 
but violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 

12 Hatred ftirreth up ftrifes: but love covereth all 
fins. 

¥3 In the lips of him that hath underftanding wif- 
dom is found: but a rod is for the back of him that 
is void of underftanding. 

14 Wile men lay up knowledge: but the mouth of 
the foolifh 7s near dettruction. 

15 The rich man’s wealth is his ftrong city: the 
deftruction of the poor és their poverty. 

16 The labour of the righteous tendeth to life: the 
fruit of the wicked to fin. 

17 He fs in the way of life that keepeth inftruction : 
but he that refufeth reproof erreth. 

18 He-that hideth hatred zw#t4 lying lips, and he that 
uttereth a flander, 7s a fool. 

19 In the multitude of words there wanteth not fin: 
but he that refraineth his lips is wife. 

20 The tongue of the juft is as choice filver: the 


“Reart of the wicked és little worth. 


21 The lips of the righteous feed many: but fools 


die for.want of wifdom. 
22 The bleffing of the Lorn, it maketh rich, and 


he addeth no forrow with it. 
23 Itis as fport to a fool todo mifchief: but a man 


of underftanding hath wifdom. 
24 The fear of the wicked, it fhall come upon him: 
but the defire of the righteous fhall be granted. 


ne 
Gewerat Rervtectrons on Chap. VIII. IX. 

From the former of thefe chapters, we fee the tranfcendent excel- 
lence of heavenly wifdom, which is only communicated to thofe 
who love her; that to find her, we need only to defire and feek 
her: that they who hearken to her, are perfectly happy; while 
fuch as: reje& her, wrong their own fouls, and wilfully expofe 
themfelves tu death and mifery. From the latter we are fhewn, 
that the greateit folly is, to fuffer ourfelves to be allured to the 
charms of voluptuoufnels ; and that we cannot ftand too much upon 
our guard againft the temptations to impurity, and the love of the 
world, ‘ 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. X. XI. 


X. 1 The proverbs of Solomon, &c.]. Here properly begin the 
proverbs of Solomon, what hath hitherto been delivered being rather 
a preface to awaken attention, and recommend the wife inftructions 


which now follow. : 
& Blofings are upon the head of the juft, &c.] ‘The jul and mer- 


PROVERBS. 





and their contrary vices. 


25 As the whirlwind paffeth, fo zs the wicked no Befure 


more : but the righteous 7s an everlafting foundation. 

26 As vinegar to the teeth, and as {moke to the eyes, 
fo zs the fluggard to them that fend him. , 

27 The fear of the Lox prolongeth days: but the 
years of the wicked fhall be ihortened. ; 

28 The hope of the righteous /hal/ be gladneéfs : but 


‘the expectation of the wicked fhall perith. 


29 ‘The way of the Lorp zs ftrength to the upright : 
but deftruction /buil/ be to the workers of iniquity. 

go The righteous fhall never be removed: but the 
wicked fhall not inhabit the earth. , 

31 The mouth of the juft bringeth forth wifdom : 
but the froward tongue fhall be cut out. 

2 The lips of the righteous know what is accepta- 

ble: but the mouth of the wicked /peaketh frowardnefs. 


CHAP. XL 


CHRIsr 
1000, 


Falfe balance 7s abomination to the Lorp: but. 


a juft weight zs his delight. 


2 When pride cometh, then cometh fhame: but with 


the lowly 7s wifdom. ; 

3 The integrity of the upright fhall guide them: 
but the perverfenefs of tranfgredlors fhall deftroy them. 

4 Riches profit not in the day of wrath: but righ- 
teoufnefs delivereth from death. 

5 The righteoufnefs of the perfect fhall direé his 
way : but the wicked fhall fall by his own wickednelfs. 

6 The righteou{nefs of the upright fhalldeliverthem : 
but tranfgreffors fhall be taken in thezr own naughtinefs. 

7 When a wicked man dieth, 47s expectation fhall 
perifh: and the hope of unjuft men perifheth. 

8 The righteous is delivered out of trouble, and the 
wicked cometh in his ftead. 

9 An hypocrite with 4zs mouth deftroyeth his neigh- 
bour: but through knowledge fhall the juft be deli- 
vered. ‘ 

10 When it goeth well with the righteous, the city 
rejoiceth: and whenthe wicked perifh, there 7s fhouting. 

11 By the bleffing of the upright the city is exalced = 
but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked. 

12 He that is void of wifdom defpifeth his neigh- 
bour: but a man of underftanding holdeth his peace. 

13 A talebearer revealeth fecrets : but he that is of 
a faithful fpirit concealeth the matter. 

14 Where no counfel zs, the people fall: 
multitude of counfellors there is fatety. 

15 He that is furety for a ftranger fhall {mart for it: 
and he that hateth furetifhip is fure. , 

16 A gracious woman retaineth honour: and Rrong 
men retain riches. 

17 The merciful man doeth good to his own foul : 
but Ze that 7s cruel troubleth his own flefh. 

18 The wicked worketh a deceitful work: but to 
him that foweth righteoufnefs /ball be a fure reward. 

19 As righteoufnefs tendeth to life: fo he that pur- 
fueth evil purfueth zt to his own death. 

20 They that are of a froward heart are abomination 
to the Lorp: but /uch as are upright in their way are. 


his delight. 
21 Though hand join in hand, the wicked fhall not 


but in the 


be 





ciful fhall be blefied; while their own iniquity fhall fuddenly over- 
whelm thofe, to their own canfufion, who wickedly defraud and op- 
prefs their neighbours. . - 

10 But a prating fool feall fail.) When a man connives at his 
friend’s failings, the offender is encouraged to purfuc his wicked 
courfes, and heap up matter for very forrawful reflections afterwards 5 
but the man who, with an honeft freedom, prudently reproves him, 
moft effectually eftablithes his honour and fafety. : . 

26 As winegar to the teeth, and as fmoke, &c.) Vinegar 15 not more 
offenfive to the teeth, nor fmoke more troublefome to the eyes, than 
a remifs or negligent perfon to thofe who employ him, and rely upon 
him in any weighty bufinefs. 3 

XI. 4 The day of wrath, &c.] ‘That is, of God’s judgments. 

7 When a wicked man dieth, &c.| In the Septuagint we find an 
antithefis, When a good man dies, his hope docs not perifh: but the 
expectation of the wicked perifheth. : 

& Lhe avicked cometh in bis ficad.] Falleth in thofe very diftreffes 
from which the righteous is happily delivered. , 

2 a2 As 


Moral virtues, 


CHAP. XII. XII. 


and their contrary vicess 





Before be unpunifhed: but the feed of the righteous thali be 
cuRIsT delivered. : 
7000 22. As a jewel of gold in a {wine's fhout, fa és a fair 
woman which is without difcretion: 

23 The defire of the righteous zs only good: éxt the 
expectation of the wicked zs wrath. 

24. There is that fcattereth, and yet increafeth; and 
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but i 
tendetbh to poverty. : 

2s The liberal foul fhall. be made fat: and he that 
watercth fhall be watered alfo himfelf. 

26 He that withholdeth corn, the people fhall curfe 
him: bur bleffing fall de upon the head of him that 
felleth it, 

27 He that diligently feeketh good procureth fa- 
vour: but he that feeketh mifchief, it fhall come unto 
him. 

28 He that trufteth in his riches fhall fall: but the 
righteous fhall flourifh as a branch. : ; 

29 He that troubleth his own houfe fhall inherit the 
wind : and the fool /4all de fervant to the wife of heart. 

go The fruit of the righteous zs a tree of life; and 
he that winneth fouls zs wife. 

31 Behold, the righteous fhall be recompenfed in the 
earth: much more the wicked and the finner. 

CHAP. XII. 
HOSO loveth inftruction loveth knowledge: 
but he that hateth reproof zs brutifh. 

2 A good man obtaineth favour of the Lorp: but 
a man of wicked devices will he condemn. 

3 A man fhall not be eftablifhed by wickednefs: but 
the root of the righteous fhall not be moved. 

4. A virtuous woman is a crown to her hufband: but 
fhe that maketh afhamed 7s as rottennefs in his bones. 

5 The thoughts of the righteous are right: dxf the 
counfels of the wicked are deceit. 

6 The words of the wicked are to lie in wait for 
blood: but the mouth of the upright fhall deliver 
them. 2 

7 The wicked are overthrown, and are not: but the 
noufe of the righteous fhall ftand. 
8 Aman fhall be commended according to his wif- 
dom: but he that is of a perverfe heart fhall be defpifed. 
9 He that is defpifed, and hath a fervant, fs better 
than he that honoureth himfelf, and lacketh bread. 
ro A righteous man regardeth the life of his beaft: 
but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel. 


ry He that tilleth his land fhall be fatisfied with © 
bread: but he that followcth vain perfous is void of 


underftanding. 

12 The wicked defireth the net of evil men: but the 
root of the rightcous yieldeth /rvit. 

13 The wicked is Inared by the tranfgreffion of bis. 
lips: but the juft fhall come out of trouble. 

14 A man fhall be fatisfied with good by the fruit 
of bis mouth: and the recompence of a man’s hands 
ghall be rendered unto him. 

, 15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but 
he that hearkeneth unto counfel zs wife. 


16 A fool’s wrath is prefently known: buta prudent - 


man covereth fhame. 
17 He that {peaketh truth fheweth forth righteouf- 
nefs: but a falfe witnefs deceit. 


a ern 
at ds a jewel of gold in a frvine’s faout, fo is, &c.] As a golden 
ring is ill placed in the {nout of a fwine, which is always routing in the 
mire, fo is beauty ill beftowed onthe perfon of a woman whofe mind 
is deftittite of all favour and relith of difcretion and virtue. 
31 Le rightéous foall be recompenfed in rhe earth, &c.] Shall be pu- 
nifhed for their offences, but only for their profit, 


Generar Rervectrions on Chap. X. XI. 
‘Wehere meet with the following inftraétions: that goods gotten by 
fraud, injuftice, or extortion, never profit any man; that the bleffing 
of God is only what enriches, and always refts upon the upright; 
that he who. walks with integrity, walks-with affurance; but that 
fach as depart from the right way, fhall never profper ;- that 
the wicked do much mifchief in the world, and when they die their 
mePe perith ; but that the condition ef the righteous is dlways im- 
O. 44s . 





18 There is that fpeaketh like the piercings of a Before 
{word: but the tongue of the wifé ishealrh. ents 

19 The lip of truth fhall be eftablithed for ever : but 3 
a lying tongue is but fora moment. 

20 Deceit zs in the heart of them that imagine evil: 
but to the counfellors of peace is joy: 

2t There thall no evil happen to the juft: but the 
wicked fhall be filled with mifchief. 

22 Lying lips are abomination to the Lorp: but 
they that deal truly ave his delight. 

23 A prudent man concealeth knowledge: but the 
heart of fools proclaimcth foolifhnefs. ee 

24. The hand of the diligent fhiall bear rulé; but the 
flothful fhall be under tribute. 

25 Heavinefs in the heart of man maketh it ftoop: 
but a good word maketh it glad. . . 

26 The righteous zs rnore excellent than his neigti= 
bour: but the way of the wicked feduceth them. | 

27 The flothful maz roafteth not that which he took 
in hunting: but the fubftance of a diligent mian #s 
precious. 

28 In the way of righteoufnefs zs life; and iz the 
pathway thereof there is no death. 


CHAP, XIIL 


Wife fon Acareih his father’s inftru€tion: bit 4 
fcorner heareth not rebuke. 

2 A man fhall eat good by the fruit of 4is mouth: 
but thé foul of the tranfgreffors ball eat violence. 

3 He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: ut 
he that openeth wide his lips {hall have deftruction. 

4. The foul of the fluggard defireth, and hath no-= 
thing : but the foul of the diligent fhall be made fat. 

s Arighteous max hateth lying: but a wicked man 
is loathfome, and cometh to fhame; 

6 Righteoufnefs keepeth Aim shat is upright in the 
way’: but wickednefs overthroweth the finner. 

7 There is that maketh himfelf rich, yet bath rio- 
thing: shere is that maketh himifelf poor, yet bath great 
riches. ; , 

8 The farifom of a man’s life are his riches: but thé 
poor heateth not rebuke. 

9 The light of the righteous rejoiceth: but the lamp 
of the wicked fhall be put out. 

10 Only by pride cometh contention: but with thé 
well advifed zs wifdom: 

1x Wealth gotten by vanity fhall be diminifhed: but 
he that gathereth by labour fhall iricreafe. 

14 Hope deferred makerh the heart fick: but when 
the defire conieth, sf 75 a tree of life. ; 

+ 13 Whofo defpifeth the word fhall be deftroyed : but 
he that feareth the commandment fhall be rewarded. 

14 The law of the wife zs a fountain of life, to de- 
part from the fnares of death. 

15 Good underftanding giveth favour: but the way 
of tranfgreffors is hard. 

16 Every prudent man dedleth with knowledge: 
but a fool layeth open #is folly. 

17 A wicked meffenger falleth into mifchief: bur 
'a faithful ambaflador zs health. 

18 Poverty and fhame fall be to him that trefufeth 
inftruction: but he that regardeth reproof fhall be ho~ 


noured. : 
19 The 


moveable ; that the good and virtuous fhall be bleffed, but the finner 
thall not efcape the juf vengeance of God. 


COMMENTARY ans NOTES of CE.AP. XII. XIII. 
XID. 4 She that maketh afoamed is as rottennefs in bis bones.] Sep 
tuagint reads, A mifchievous woman undoes her hufband, like a worm 
in wood. ge ca P 

16 4 prudent man coveréth foarte.] Stifles his refenttent, and fup- 


 preflés the irregniar boilings of his wrath. 


_ XL 4 Lhe foul of the fluggard, &c.] Neither riches nor learn- 
ing can be gained by the flothful man; but the induftrious fhall enjoy 


“niore than was either expected, or even defired. 


8 The ranfom, &c.] As the rich can buy themfelves off from dan- 
ger, violence, and oppreffion; fo the poor is free from all thefe,; by 
reafon of his poverty. : 

6R az The 


Moral virtues, PROVERBS. a 


and thetr contrary vices. 


Before 
CHRIST 
1900. 


19 The defire accomplifhed is {weet to the foul: but 
zt is abomination to fools to depart from evil. 

20 He that walketh with wife men fhall be wife: 
but a companion of fools fhall be deftroyed. 

21 Evil purfueth finners: but to the righteous good 


fhall be repayed. 


22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to his chil- ; 
dren’s childfen : and the wealth of the finner is laid up 


for the juft. 


23 Muth food is in the tillage of the poor: but there 


but he. 


is ‘hat is deftroyed for want of judgment. 
24. He that fpareth his rod hateth his fon: 
that loveth him chafteneth him betimes. 


25 The righteous cateth to the fatisfying of his foul: 


but the belly of the wicked {hall want. 
CHAP. XIV. 


i" VERY wife woman buildeth her houfe: but the 


4 foolith plucketh ic down with her hands. 


2 He that walketh in his uprightnefs fearcth the 


Lor: but de that is perverfe in his waysdefpifeth him. 
In‘the mouth of the foolifh is a rod of pride: but 
the lips of the wife fhall preferve them. : 
4. Where no oxen are, the crib zs clean; but much 
increafe 7s by the ftrength of the ox. ; 
s A faithful witnefs will not lie: but a falfe witnefs 
will utter lies. me . : 
6 A {corner {eeketh wifdom, and jfindeth it not.: but 
knowledge is eafy unto him that underftandeth. 
' 7 Go from the prefence of a foolifh man, when thou 
perceiveft not ix bim the lips of knowledge, ; 
8 The wifdom of the prudent zs to underftand his 
way : but the folly of fools zs deceit. 


g Fools make a mock at fin: but.among the righ- 


teous ‘here is favour. - 
10 The heart knoweth his own bitternefs; and a 
ftranger doth not intermeddle with his joy. 


1r The houfe of the wicked fhall be overthrown : 


but the tabernacle of the upright. fhall flourifh. 

2 There is a way which feemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death, 

13 Even in laughter the heart is forrowful ; 
end of that mirth ¢s heavinefs. 

14 The backflider in heart fhall be filled with his 
own ways: and a good man fall be fatisfied from him- 
{af mS 

15 The fimpte believeth every word: but the pru- 


and the 


. dent man looketh well to his going. 


16 A wife man feareth, and departeth from evil: 


‘but the fool rageth and is confident. 


* ous man néver wants fatisfaétion, becau' 
- he Uves in.a temperate ufe of God’s bleffings; but wicked men often 


17 He that is foon angry dealeth foolifhly: and a 
man of wicked devices is hated. — 

18 The fimple inherit folly: but the prudent are 
crowned with knowledge. a: be 

19 The evil bow before the good; and the wicked 
at the gates of the righteous. - 

20 ‘Che poor is hated even of his own neighbour: 
but the rich bath many friends. 

21 He that defpifeth his neighbour finneth: but he 
that hath mercy on the poor happy is he.: : 





22 The wealth of the finner is laid up” for tbe juf?.] The wealth oO} 
him who regards nothing, but his own finful luits and: pleafures, thal 
be transferred from his family into one that is truly virtuous. 

25 The righteous eateth to the faisoing of his foul, &e.] A righte~ 

fe his defires are limited, and 


bring themfelves to extreme poverty by their luxury and riot. 


Gengrat Rertectrons on Chap. XIE XI. + 


We are here exhorted to avoid fraud, deceit, and wrong.; to follow 
:  Jetce, and live in the fear of God; are fhewn the great advantage 


of diligence and humility, and the evils that proceed from floth, 


negligence, and pride, the advantage we reap from the company of 
perfons fearing God, and the danger there is of frequenting that ,of 


» the wicked. .- 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIV: XV. 
XIV. 4 Where no oxen are, &c.] Good hufbandry caufes plenty. 
By oxen we are to underftand labour, and by the crib, the barn. 
& A fearner feckelh wifdem, and findeth it not, &c-] He who {coffs 







22 Do they not err that devife evil? bur mercy and 
truth fal? de to them that devife good, 

_ 23 In all labour there is profit: but the talk of the 
lips endef only to penury. 

24 The crown of the wife zs their riches: uf the 
foolifhnefs of fools is folly. 

25 A true witnefs delivereth fouls: but a deccit ful 
witnefs Tpeaketh lies, 

_26 In the fear of the Lorn js ftrong confidence : and 
his children thal] have a place of refuge. 

27 The fear of the Loxp is a fountain of life, to de- 
part from the fnares of death. , 

28 In. the multitude of people is the king’s honour: 
but in the want of people 1s the deftruction of the prince. 
_ 29 He that is flow to wrath és of great underftand- 
ing: but he that is hafty of {pirit exalreth folly. 

3° A found heart Js the life of the flefh: bur envy 
the rottennefs of the bones. aos 

31 He that oppreffcth the poor reproacheth his 
Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the 
Poor. : 

32, The wicked is driven away in his wickednefs : but 
the righteous hath hope of his death. 

33 Wifdom refteth in the heart of him that hath un- 
derttanding: but that zobich is in the midft of {ols ia 
made known. 

34 Rightcoufnefs exaltcth a nation: but fin is a re- 
proach to any people. 

_35 The king’s favour is toward a wife fervant: but 
his wrath is again him that caufeth thame. 


CHAP. XV. 
Soft: anfwer turneth away wrath: 
words ftir up anger. 
2° The-tongue of the wife uferth Knowledge ‘aright : 
but the mouth of fools poureth our foolifnefs. 
_ 3 Theeyes of the Lonp ure in every place, behold. 
ing the evil and the good, 
4 A wholefome tongue js a tree of life; 
nefs therein és a breach in the {pirit. 
s A fool defpifeth his father’s inftructicn: but he 
that regardeth reproof is prudent. : 
6 In the houfe of the righteous is much treafure: 
but in the revenacs of the wicked is trouble. 
7 The lips of the wife difperfe knowledge; but the 
heart of the foolith deeth not fo. 
' 8 The facrifice of the wicked 7s an abomination to 
the Lorn: but the prayer of the upright is his delight. 
g_The way of the wicked 7s an abomination unto 
the Lorn: but he loveth him that followeth alter rih- 
teouinefs. ze 
10 Correction is grievous unto him that forfaketh 
the way: avd he that hateth reproof fhall die. 
tx Hell and deftru@tion are before the Loup : how 
much more then the hearts of the children of men? 
12. A fcorner loveth not one that reproveth him: 
neither will he go unto the wife. : 
13 A merry heart maketh a chearful countenance: 
but by forrow of the heart the fpirit is broken. 
14 The heart of him thar hath underitanding feck. 
eth 
ee 


and jeers at any thing he reads or hears, would have the reputation of 
wifdom ; but is difappointed of his end. 

19 The evil bor before the good, &c.} To cure the infolence of pro!- 
perity, the wicked would do well to confider, that they may not,only 
be brought low s but may be reduced to humble themfelyes before rhe 
face of thefe good men whom they have opprefféd. ot 

23 In all labour there is profit, Sec.) Solomon diftingpuifhes between 
the labour of the tongue and the labour of the hands ; confidering 
want as the confequence of one, and wealth as the reward of the 
other. 

XV. 8 The facrifice of the wicked, &c.} 


but grievous 


bur perverfe~ 


It is impious td thints of 


‘pleafing God with mere gifts and facrifices, which when prefe..ted froin 


wicked men, are abominable to the divine Majefty ; but‘the very pray- 
ers of the upright man, though they are notable to. bring-him any 
coftly offerings, are acceptable to him, and prevail for preat Uleflings 
from him. Se Bie SRE : 

11 Hell and deftruSion are before the Lord, &¢.| The Lord is perfealy 
acquainted with things moft hidden and feerct to us 5. mueh more then 
with the fouls of all men living apon earth, if they have not fo much 
as an intention or inclination to depart from him. 

19 The 


Before 
CHEIST 
Iicca. 


Lesinteneemmenl Aemmumeniat 


Moral virtues, CHAP. 


*pefore eth knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on’ 
” CHRIST foolifhnedfs, 
xo00- ye All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that 
is of a merry heart bath a continual feaft. 
: 16 Better zs little with the fear of the Lorp than 
great treafure and trouble therewith. ane 
' 47 Better zs a dinner of herbs where love is,.than a 
ftalled ox and hatred therewith. : 

18 A wrathful man ftirreth up ftrife: but he ibat is 
flow to anger appeafeth ftrife. 

-1g9 The way of the flothful man is as an hedge of 
thorns: but the way of the righteous ss made plain. 

20 A wile fon maketh a glad father: but.a foolifh 
man defpifeth his mother. : 

‘a1 Folly is joy to him that is deftirute of wifdom: 
but a man of underftanding walketh uprightly. 

22 Without counfel purpofes are difappointed :. but 
in the multitude of counfellors they are eftablithed. 

23 A man hath joy by the anfwer of his mouth : 
and a word /poken in due feafon how good is it! 

‘24 The way of life is above to the wife, thar he may 
depart from hell beneath. 

25 The Lorp will deftroy the houfe of the proud: 
but he will eftablifh the border of the widow. 

26 The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination 
to the Lorp:: but she words of the pure are pleafant 
words, : 

27 He that is greedy of gain troubleth his own 
houfe; but he that hateth gifts fhall live. 

28 The heart of the righteous ftudieth to anfwer: 
but the mouth of the wicked pourcth out evil things. 

29 The Lorn #s far from the wicked: but he hear- 
eth the prayer of the righteous. é 

go The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart: anda 
good report makcth the bones fat. 7 ; 

31 The car that heareth the reproof of .life abideth 
among the wife. . ee 

32 He that refufeth inftruction defpifeth his own 
foul: but he that heareth reproof getteth underftanding. 

33 The fear of the Lorp és the inftruction of wif- 
dom ; and before honour is humility. 

CHAP. XVI. . 
SUSE preparations of the heart in man, and the 
anfwer of the tongue is from the Lorn. 

2 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes ; 
but the Lorn weigheth the fpirits. 

Commit thy works unto the Lorp, and thy 
thoughts fhall be eftablithed. 

4 The Lorp hath made all shings for himfelf : yea, 
even the wicked for the day of evil. 

5 Every one that is proud in heart 7s an abomina~ 
tion to the Lorn: ¢boxgh hand joiz in hand, he fhall 
not be unpunifhed. 

6 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by 
the fear of the Lorp men depart from evil. ; 

7 When a man's ways pleafe the Lorp, he maketh 
even his enemies to be at peace with him. 

8 Better is a little with righteoufnefs than great 
revenues without right. 

A man’s heart devifeth his way: but the Lorp 
directeth his fteps, ; 4 

10 A divine fentence is in the lips of the king: his 
mouth tranfgreffeth not in judgment. 

LE A NL IAI 2 SS SY YS SSS RS SOC 

19 The way of a flothful mar is as an hedge of thorns, &c.] A floth- 
ful man figns to him{elf moft Brievous difficulties, which he fancies or 
pretends are impoffible to be overcome ; while the induftrious honeft 
man conquers al! impediments, Pe . 

24 The way of life is above to the wift, &e.] The truly wife man 
fees that the way to be perfectly happy, is, to raife his thoughts, de- 
‘fires, and hopes, above this earth, and to have’ refpeét to’God in all 
his ations. - 5 : ee ee : 

Generat RerLectrrons on Chap. XIV. XV. 


. "The following reflections are fuggefted in thefe chapters: That women 
do much good or harm in familes; that the mark of aman who- 


fears God, is, to walk in uprightnefs; that we - Should always .f. 


fpeak with truch and prudence, and avoid infincerity.; and, that the - 
Joy of the wicked ends im fOrrow and mifery....We are, farther” 
eee that God examines the conduct anJ hearts of all men; shat 
wife men receive wholfome corrections and infiructions with fubmif- 


























the weights of the bag are his work.’ 


nefs: for the throne is eftablifhed by righteoufnefs.... 
- 13 Righteous lips are the delight of kings; and they 
love him thar fpeaketh right. = . EP 

14 The wrath of a king is as meffengers of death: 
but a wife man will pacify ir. . , 

_1§ In thelight of the king’s countenance is life; and 
his favour 7s as a cloud of the latter rain. 

16 How much better 7s 7/ to get wifdom than gold ? 
and to get underftanding rather tobe chofenthan filver? 

17 ‘The highway of the upright is to depart from 
evil: he that keepeth his way preferveth his foul.. ; 

18 Pride goetb before deftruion, and an haughty 
f{pirit before a fall. : sit 

19 Better it 7s fo de of an humble fpirit with the 
lowly, than to-divide the f{poil with the proud, 

20 He that handleth a matter wifely fhall find good: 
and whofo trufteth in the Lorp, happy is he. 

2t The wife in heart fhall be called prudent: and 
the fweetnefs of the lips increafeth learning. 

22 Underftariding is a wellfpring of life unto him 
that hath it: bur the inftruction of fools is folly. 

23 The heart of the wife teacheth his mouth, and 
addeth learning to his lips. 

24. Pleafant words are as ari honeycomb, fweet to the 
foul, and health to the bones. 

25 There is a way that feemeth right unto a man, 
but the end theréof' are the ways of death. 

26 He that Jaboureth laboureth for himfelf; for his 
mouth craveth it of him. 

27 An ungodly man diggeth up evil: and in his 
lips rhere is as a burning firc. ; 

28 A froward man foweth ftrife: and a whifperer 
f{eparateth chief friends. 

29 A violent man enticcth his neighbour, and lead- 
eth him into the way that is not good. 

30 He fhutteth his eyes to devife froward things 1 
moving his lips he bringeth evil to pafs. 

3: The hoary head 7s a crown of glory, if it be 
found in the way of rizhtéoufnefs: 

32 He that is flow to anger is better than the mighty ; 
and he that ruleth his {pirit than he that taketh a city. 

33 The lot is caft into the lap; but the whole dif- 
poling thereof zs of the Lorp. 

CHAP. XVII, oe 
Bees sa dry morfel and quictnefs therewith, 
than an houfe full of facrifices with ftrife. ° 

a A wife fervant fhall have rule over a fon that caufu 
eth fhame, and fhall have part of the inherirance among 
the brethren. . 

3 The fining pot zs for filver, and the furnace for 
gold: but the Lorp trieth the hearts. soe es 
"4 A wicked doer giveth heed to falfe lips; anda 
liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue. y 

5 Whofo mocketh the poor reéproacheth his Maker: 
and he that is glad at calamities fhall not be unpunithed. 

6 Children’s children are the crown of old mén; 
and the glory of children are their fathers. ~ 

7 Excellent fpeech becometh not a fool: much lefs 
do lying lips a prince. : Aer 

"8 A 





fion; but that féols ‘cannot endure them; that God bleffeth the 
righteous, and hears their prayers, but rejects thofe of the wicked. 


‘COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. XVI. XVII, 

XVI. The preparations of the hiart' in man, &¢.]- We muft be 
careful to diltinguifh between our election and the fuccefs; and re- 
member, that -we ftand in need of a double help fren God, for the 
_ making an happy choice, one of judging right, and the other of go- 
|| .verning events: for unlefs our judgment be directed right, many errors 
|} will happen. = , ak 

11 ea the weights of the bag, &c.] Jt is ftones in the original, 
The Hebrew weights were not madé of metal, left the ruft fhould eat 
and dimjnifh tiem. : ; : : 
. XVII... 4.4 liar giveth ear to a naughty tongue, &c.] "The Septua- 
gint reads, A good’ man gives ao heed to lying lips. oa 

7 Excellent fpeech becometh not a fool, Be} It doth not become a 
faol to dlifeouke of grace and weighty matters. . 3 
tt 


12 /¢ zs an abomination to kings to commit wickeds ' 


XVI. XVIE. . and their contrary vices. 
11 A juft weight and Balance are the Lorp’s: all Before’ 
CHRIST 


1000, 


a ‘spool 9 alin 


' CARIST 


oral virtues, 


* es t Bey) : 2 a6 : . 5 - - s 
M PRO Vv ERBS. and their contrary vices. 
ag TR ER 


7 A fool's mouth is his deftruction, and his lips are Pefore 
the fnare of his foul. CHRIst 
8 The words of a talebearer are as wounds, and they 1% 


Before 8 A gift is asa precious ftone in the eyes of him 


that hath it: whitherfoever it turneth, it profpereth. 





rooae, 


9 He that covereth a tranffreffion feeketh love; but 
he that repeateth a matter féparateth very friends. 

10 A reproof entereth more into a wife man, than 
an hundred ftripes into a fool. 

11 An evil man feeketh only rebellion: therefore a 
cruel meffenger fhall be fent againft him. 

12 Let.a bear robbed of her whelps meet a man, 
rather than a fool in his folly. 

13 Whofo rewardeth evil for good, evil fhall not de- 
part from his houfe. eae 
. 14 The beginning of ftrife ts 2s when one letteth out 
water: therefore leave off contention, before it be med- 
died with. 

15 He that juftifieth the wicked, and he that con- 
demneth the juft, even they both are abomination to 
the Lorp, 

16 Wherefore is there a price in the hand of a fool 
to get wifdom, feeing he hath no heart fo it ? , 

17 A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born 
for adverfity. 

18 A man void of underftanding ftriketh hands, and 
becometh furety in the prefence of his friend. 

19 He loveth tranfgreffion that loveth ftrife; and he 
that exalteth his gate fecketh deftruction. 

20 He that hath a froward heart findeth no good : 
and he that hath a perverfe tongue falleth into mif- 
chief. ' ; 

21 He that begetteth a fool deeth zt to his forrow: 
and the father of a fool hath no joy. 

22 A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but 
a broken fpirit drieth the bones. 

23 A wicked man taketh a gift out of the bofom to 
pervert the ways of judgment. 

24 Wifdom is before him that hath underftanding ; 
but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth, 

25 A foolith fon ts a grief to his father, and bitter. 
nefs to her that bare him, are 

26 Alfo to punith the juft zs not good, zor to ftrike 
princes for equity. 

27 He that hath knowledge {pareth his words: and 
a man of underftanding is of an excellent fpirit. 

28 Even a fool when he holdeth his’ peace, is 
counted wife: azd he that fhutteth his lips zs effeemed 
a man of underftanding. 


CHAP. XVIII. 
HROUGH defire a man, having feparated him- 
felf, feeketh and intermeddleth with all wifdom. 

2 A fool hath nq delight in underftanding, ‘but that 
his heart may difcover itfelf. 

3 When the wicketh cometh, shez cometh alfo con- 
tempt, and with ignominy reproach. 

4 The words of a man’s mouth areas deep waters, 
and the well-fpring of wifdom as a flowing brook. 

§ Jt is not good to accept the perfon of the wicked, 
to overthrow the right¢ous in judgment. 

6 A fool’s lips enter into contention, and his mouth 
calleth for ftrokes. : 





ir A cruel meffenger, &c.) That is, the means Ged makes ufe of 
to punifh fin. 

14 The beginning of frife is, &c.| The very firft breach in friend- 
fhip is Hike cutting the banks of a-river, which prefently overflows the 


neighbouring grounds, but cannot eafily be reduced into its bound 4 


again. ‘ 
8 He that exalteth his gate, &c.] He that raifeth himfelf above 
is degree. 

24 Tbe gyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth. His bee 
are roving up-and down to no purpofe : not at all fixed or fertled in 
the purfuit of wifdom. 

Generar Rerrgctioms on Chap. XVI. XVIL. 
We are here exhorted to avoid injuftice, deceit, and haughtinefs, 
to abftain from flander, malice, and wrath, and to apply ourfelvés 
to the findy of wifdom and the fear of Gad, fince that is of more 
worth than all that the worfd tan beftow. We may alfo infer from 
hence, that to delight in peace, have faithful fervants, and virtuous 
children, conduce greatly to the happinefs of familits ; that God 
fearches and examines the heart ; and that to defpife the poor, and 


rejoice’ at the calamities of others; is to fin again Ged, and expofe 


surfelves to his wrath. 
3 






go down into the innermoft parts of the belly. 

9 He alfo that is flothful in his work is brother to 
him that is a great wafter. 

10 The name of the Lorn és a ftrong tower: the 
righteous runneth into it, and is fafe. 

11 Therich man’s wealth 7s his ftrong city, and as 
an high wall in his own conceit. 

12 Before deftruction the heart of man is haughty, 
and before honour zs humility. 

13 He that anfwereth a matter before he heareth is, 
it 7s folly and fhame unto him. 

14 The fpirit of a man will fuftain his infirmity ; 
but a wounded fpirit who can bear? . 

15 The heart of the prudent gertteth knowledge ; 
and the car of the wife feeketh knowledge. 

16 A man’s gift maketh room for him, and bring- 
eth him before great men.° 

17 He that is firft in his own caufe feemeth jutt; bus 
his neighbour cometh and fearcheth him. 

18 The lot caufeth contentions to ceafe, and. parteth 
between the mighty. 

19 A brother offended 7s barder to be won than a 
ftrong city: and ¢heir contentions are like the bars of a 
caftle. 

20 A man’s belly fhall be fatisfied with the fruir of 
his mouth ; aud with the increafe of his lips fhall he 
be filled. 

21 Death and life are in the power of the tongue: 
and they that love it fhall-eat the fruit thereof. 

22 Whofo findeth a wife fimdeth a good king, and 
obtaineth favour of the Lorp. : 

23 The poor ufeth intreaties ; but the rich anfwer- 
eth roughly. 

24.'A man that bath friends muft fhew himfelf 
friendly : and there is a friend shat fticketh clofer than 


a brother. 
CHAP. XIX. 

Be is the poor that walketh in his inte. 
grity, than be that is perverfe in his lips, and is a 
ool. 

2 Alfo, that the foul de without knowledge, i 7s not 
good ; and he that hafteth with 47s feet finneth. 

3 The foolifinefs of man perverteth his way: and 
his heart fretteth againft the Lorn. : 

4 Wealth maketh many friends; but the poor is 
feparated from his neighbour. 

5 A falfe witnefs fhall not be unpunithed, and he 


that {peaketh lies fhall not efcape. - 


6 Many will intreat the favour of the prince: and 


every man /sa friend to him that giveth gifis. 


7 All the brethren of the poor do hate him: how 


much more do his friends go far from him? he purfu- 
eth them with words, yet they are wanting fo bisa. 


8 He that getteth wifdom loveth his own foul: he 


that keepeth underftanding {hall find good. 


; 9 A falfe 
— 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES ox CHAP. XVIII. XIX. 


XVIII. 1,2 Through defire a man having feparated hinfelf, &c.] 


He that lives retired, and fequefters himfelf from all company and 
bufinefs, out of a true affeCtion to wifdom, endeavours to have a found 
knowledge and underftanding of the ways and will of God; fee z Cor. 


vi.17. But a vain man addits himfelf to his ftudies only thar he 
may flourifh with a fhew of wifdom, which he doth not love. . 

3 Then cometh alfo contempt, and with ignominy reproach.} The 
wicked man costemns God and religion, and ufes ignominious and re- 
proachful language to good and pious men. : 

4 The words of a man’s mouth are as deep waters, &c.] The mind 
of a man of underftanding is like a fountain, out of which wife 
thoughts {pring continually. 

19 A brother offended is harder, &c.] tis eafier to take a ftrong 
city, or break the hars of a cafile, than compofe differences between 
brethren. 

XIX. 1 Than he that is perverfe in bis lips, and is a fool.} Some. 
with greater propriety read, ** Than he who is perverfe in his ways, 
though ‘he be rich.” a 

a He that bafteth with his feet, &c.] Runneth headlong upon 


bufineffes without mature delaberation, a 
24 4 








Moral virtues, 


A falfe witnefs fhall not be unpunifhed, and 4e 


CHRIST 57 74 fpeaketh lies fhall perifh. 


io Delight is not feemly for a fool ; 
fervant to have rule over princes. 

11 The difcretion of a man deferreth bis anger; and 
its his glory to pais over a tranfgreffion. 

12 The king’s wrath és as the roaring of a lion; but 
his favour 7s as dew upon the grafs. 

13 A foolifh fon zs the calamity of his father: and 
the contentions of a wife are a continual dropping. 

14 Houfe and riches are the inheritance of fathers : 
and a prudent wife zs from the Lorn. 

15 Slothfulnefs cafteth into a deep fleep; and an 
idle foul fhall fuffer hunger. 

16 He that keepeth the commandment keepeth his 
own foul; ut he that defpifeth his ways fhall die. 

17 He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto 
the Lorp; and that which he hath given will he pay 
him again. 

18 Chaiten thy fon while there is hope, and let not 
thy foul {pare for his crying. 

19 A man of great wrath fhali fuffer punifhment: 
for if thou deliver Aim, yet thou muft do it again. ~ 

20 Hear counfel, and receive inftruction, that thou 
maycit he wife in the latter end. 

21 There are many devices in a man’s heart; never- 
thelets the counfel of the Lorn, that fhall ftand. 

22 The defire of man zs his kindnefs: and a poor 
man 7s better than a liar. ; 

23 The fear of the Lorn tendeth to life: and he that 
hath it fall abide fatishied; he fhall not be vifited with 
evil, ‘ 
24 A flothful maz hideth his hand in ds bofom, and 
will not fo much as bring it to his mouth egain. 

25 Smite a fcorner, and the fimple will beware: and 
reprove one that hath underftanding, and he will un- 
deritand knowledge. 

26 He that watteth dzs father, and chafeth away b7s 
mother, zs a fon that caufeth fhame, and bringeth 
reproach. 

27 Ceafe, my fon, to hear the inftruction thai caufeth 
to err from the words of knowledge. 

28 Ah ungodly witnefs fcorneth judgment: and the 
mouth of the wicked devoureth iniquity. 

29 Judgments are prepared for icorners, and ftripes 
for the back of fools. © 

“CHAP. XX. 

, INE zs a mocker, ftrong drink is raging : and 

whofoever is deceived thereby is not wife. 

2 The fear of a king is as the roaring of a lion: 
whofo provoketh him to anger finneth again/f? his own 
foul. 

3 Jt 7s an honour for maa to ceafe from ftrife: but 
every fool will be meddling. 

4 The fluggard will not plow by reafon of the cold; 
therefore {hall he beg in harvefl, and Save nothing. 

5 Counfel in the heart of man 2s /ike deep water; but 
a man of underftanding will draw it out. 

6 Moft men will proclaim every one his own good- 
ne{s: but,a faithful man who can find? 


CS SD 
. 24 A flothful man, &c.] A lazy wretch, who indulges himfelf 
in dons will not ftretch out his hand, even to put meat into his 
mouth, 


Gewerat Rertecrions on Chap. XVIII. XIX. 


‘Thefe chapters warn us againit difputes and flatterers ; Judges dre alfo 
cautioned againft refpeét of perfons, bribes, and rath judgments; that 
falfe witneffes will not efcape unpunithed; that to pardon injuries, 
as the effect of true wifdom; and that the tight way to happinefs, 
is, to keep the commands of God, to fear him, and tofubmit with 
mecknefs to his fatherly correétions, 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XX. XXI. 


XX. 1 Wine is a mocker, &c.] This precept is levelled again 
druvkennefs, not only as being an enemy to wifdom in common 
affairs, but alfo in thofe of eternal confequence; for a man jn- 
toxicated with liquor can have no reverence for the Almighty or his 
precepts. 

2 The fear of a king.] Septuagint, The threatening of a king. 

Sinneth againfi his owe foul.] Endangers his life, 

0. 45+ ’ 


much lefs for a 


oe CHAP. XX. XXI. 
REI 2 SET DA ED IC RES Ra ee 


7 The joft man walketh in his integrity: his children 
are bleffed after him. 

8 A king that fitteth in the throne of judgment feat- 
tereth away all evil with his eyes. ; 

9 Who can fay, I have made my heart clean, I am 
pure from my fin? 

1o Divers weights, avd divers meafures, both of them 
@re alike abomination to the Lorp. 

11 Evena child is known by his doings; whether his 
work ée pure, and whether if be right. 

12 The hearing ear, and the feeing eye, the Loap 
hath made even both of them. 

13 Love not fleep, left thou come to poverty: open 
thine eyes, and thou fhalt be fatisfied with bread. 

a4 /t7zs naught, :t 7s nauvht, faith the buyer: but 
when he is gone his way, then he boafteth. 

15 There is gold, and a multitude of rubies: but 
the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel. 

.16 Take his garment that is furety for a Rranger: 
and take a pledge of him for a ftrange woman. 

17 Bread of deceit zs {weet to a man; but afterwards 
his mouth fhall be filled with gravel. 

18 Every purpofe is eftablifhed by counfel: and with 
good advice make war. 

19 He that goeth about as a talebearer revealeth fe- 


' crets: therefore meddle not with him that flattereth 


with his lips. 





and their ‘contrary ViClS. 





Before 
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roce. 


20 Whofo curfeth his father or his mother, his lamp i 


fhall be put out in obfcure darknefs. 

21 An inheritance may be gotten Waftily at the begin~ 
ning; but the end thereof fhall not be bleffed. 

az Say not thou, I will recompenfe evil; Sut wait 
on the Lorn, and he fhall fave thee. 

23 Divers weighis are an abomination unto the 
Lorn; and a falfe balance ¢s not good. 

24 Man’s goings are of the Lorp; how can a man 
then underftand his own way? 

25 isa fnare to the man who devoureth that which 
zs holy, and after vows to make enquiry. 

26 A wife king {cattereth the wicked, and bringeth 
the wheel over them. . . 

27 The fpirit of man zs the candle of the Lorp, 
fearching all the inward parts of the belly. 

28 Mercy and truth preferve the king; and his throne 
is upholden by mercy. 

29 The glory of young men és their ftrength : and 
the beauty of old men zs the grey head. 

go The bluenefs of a wound cleanfeth away evil: fo 


do tiripes the inward parts of the belly. 


CHAP. XXI. 
ee king’s heart zs in the hand of the Lorp, as 
the rivers of water: he turneth it whitherfoever 
he will. : 
2 Every way ofa man is right in his own eyes: but 
the Lorp pondereth the hearts. 
3 To dojuftice and judgment zs more acceptable to 
the Lorn than facrifice. 
4 An high look, anda proud heart, and the plowing 
of the wicked, zs fin. 
5 The 





13 Open chine eyes, and thox foalt, &c.] Awake betimes, and rife 
to fome honeft labour, and thon thalt, &c. 

17 Bread of deceit, &c.} Under the term “ bread of deceit,” may be 
comprehended all things got wrong fully, which, though they may be 
pleafant at firft, in the conclufion will bring forrow and pain. : 

25 It is a fnare to the man who devoureth, &c.} There are two forts 
of profanenefs; 1. when a man makes no diftinétion between things 
holy and common; and, 2. when in his diitrefs he vows to give fome~ 
thing to God, but; having obtained his defire, ftudies how he may be 
loofed from his obligations. 

29 The beauty of old men, &c.] That which makes Sa men vene- 
rable, is, their aged gravity and experience, which qualifies them to 
advife and confult for the fafety of the public and individuals. ; 

30 The bluenclz of a wound, &e.} Sharp and fevere punifhment. — 

XXII. 1 The hing’s heart is in the band of the Lord, &c.] This 
temark contains an inftruction fufficient to check the pride of the 
moft abfolute monarch, and give patience to. the moft oppreffed 
fubjeét. fad 

i The plowing of the wicked, &c.| The wicked are guided from baf¢ 
motives to wrong ends ; therefore all their a¢tions are finful. a 

6s 22 


_ Moral viriues, 


Before 


5 The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plente- 


CHRIST onfnefs; but of every one that is hafty only to want. 
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6 The getting of treafures by a lying tongue is a 
vanity toffed to and fro of them that feek death. 

47 The robbery of the wicked fhall deftroy them; 
becaufe they refufe to do judgment. 

8 The way of man zs froward and ftrange: but as 
Jor the pure, his work zs right. 

9 ft is better to dwell in a corner of the houfetop, 
than with a brawling woman in a wide houfe. 

10 The foul of the wicked defireth evil: his neigh- 
bour findeth no favour in his eyes. 

11 When the fcorner is punifhed, the fimple is made 
wife: and when the wife is inftru€ted, he receiveth 
knowledge. 

12 The righteous man wifely confidereth the houfe 
of the wicked: but God overthroweth the wicked for 
their wickednefs. 

13 Whofo ftoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, 
he alfo fhall cry himfelf, but fhall not be heard. . 

14 A gift in fecret pacifieth anger: and a reward in 
the bofom ftrong wrath. 

15 dé ss joy tothe juft to do judgment: but de- 
ftruction /ball be to the workers of iniquity. 

16 The man that wandereth out of the way of un- 


derftanding fhall remiain in the congregation of the | 


- dead. 

17 He that loveth pleafure /ba// be a poor man: he 
that loveth wine and oil fhall not be rich. 

18 The wicked /ba/l be a ranfom for the righteous, 
‘and the tranfgreffor for the upright. 

19 Jt is better to dwell in the wildernefs, than with 
a contentious and an angry woman. 

2o There is treafure to be defired and oil in the 
dwelling of the wife; but a foolifh man fpendeth it up. 

21 He that followeth after righteou{nefs and mercy 
findeth life, righteoufnefs, and honour. . 

22 A wife man fcaleth the city of the mighty, and 
cafteth down the ftrength of the confidence thereof. 

23 Whofo keepeth his mouth and his tongue keepeth 
his foul from troubles. 

24 Proud and haughty fcorner zs his name, who 
dealeth in proud wrath. 

25 The defire of the flothful killeth him ; for his 
hands refufe to labour. 

26 He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the 
righteous giveth and fpareth not. 

27 The facrifice of the wicked zs abomination: how 
much more, when he bringeth it with a wicked mind? 


28 A falfe witnefs fhall perifh: but the man that: 


heareth fpeaketh conftantly. 
29 A wicked man hardeneth his face: but as for the 
upright, he directeth his way. ; 
30 There isno wifdom nor underftanding nor counfel 
again{t the Lorp. 
3t The horfe zs prepared againit the day of battle: 
but fafety is of the Lorn. 
CHAP. XXII. 
A Good nameis rather to be chofen than great riches, 
and loving favour rather than filver and gold. 
2 The rich and poor meet together: the Lorn is 
the maker of them all. 





ae 4 wife man fealeth, &c.] Implying that the virtue of the mind 
is more beneficial and prevalent than the ftrength of the body. 


Generat ReFLectTions on Chap. XX. XXI. 


Solomon here recommends to us to avoid excefs of wine, which is 
produétive of many feuds and diforders ; to reverence kings, abftain 
from law-fuits, fly from floch; and not to content ourfelves with 
only praifing virtue, but to practife it alfo. He alfo thews us, that 
to do right @nd juft, is more acceptable to God than any facrifice 
that riches unlawfully gained do not profper: that the righteous, 
who addict themfelves to piety and liberality, find life and glory; 
that the prayers of the wicked are an abomination ; and laftly, that 

.no human wifdom or counfel can refilt God, who will ever protec 
- and deliver shofe who truft in him. 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on CHAP. XXII. XXIIL. 
XXII. 3 4 prudent man forcfesth the evil, &c.] Cautioys and 


PROVERBS. 


3 A prudent man forefeeth the evil, and hideth Before 
CHRIST 


himfelf: but the fimple pafs on, and are punifhed. 
4 By humility and the fear of the Lorp are riches, 
honour, and life. ‘ 
Thorns avd {nares are in the way of the froward : 
he that doth keep his foul {hall be far from them. 
6 Train up a child in the way he fhould go: and 


when he is old, he will not depart from it. 


47 Therich ruleth over the poor, and the borrower is 
fervant to the lender. 

8 He that foweth iniquity fhall reap vanity: and the 
rod of his anger fhall fail. 

9 He that hath a bountiful eye fhall be bleffed ; for 
he giveth of his bread to-the poor. 

10 Caft out the fcorner, and contention fhall go ont; 
yea, ftrife and reproach fhall ceafe. 

11 He that loveth purenefs of heart, for the grace 
of his lips the king /bail be his friend. 

12 The eyes of the Lorp preferve knowledge, and 
he overthroweth the words of the tranfgreflor. 

13 The flothful maz faith, There zs a lion without, I 
fhall be flain in the ftreets. 5 

14 The mouth of ftrange women is a deep pit: he 
that is abhorred of the Lorp fhall fall therein. 

15 Foolifhnefs zs bound in the heart of achild; bué 
the rod of correction fhal]l drive it far from him. 

16 He that oppreffeth the poor to increafe his riches, 
and he that giveth to the rich, /oa/l furely come to want. 

17 Bow down thine ear, and hear the words of the 
wife, and-apply thine heart unto my knowledge. - 

18 For 7é 2s a pleafant thing if thou keep them within 
thee; they fhall withal be fitted in thy lips. 

19 That tny trufl may bein the Lorp, I have made 
Known to thee this day, even to thee. 

so Have not I written to thee excellent things in 
counfels and knowledge. 

21 That I might make thee know the certainty of 
the words of truth; that thou mighteft anfwer the 
words of truth to them that fend unto thee? 


and their contrary vices, 


1coo, 


22 Rob not the poor, becanfe he is poor : neither op- - 


prefs the afflicted in the gate : 

23 For the Lorp will plead their caufe, and fpoil the 
foul of thofe that {poiled them. 

24 Make no friendthip with an angry man; and with 
a furious man thou fhalt not go: 

25 Left thou learn his ways, and get a fnare to thy 
foul. 

26 Be not thou one of them that ftrike hands, or of 
them that are fureties for debts. , 

27 If thou haft nothing to pay, why fhould he take 
away thy bed from under thee? 

28 Remove not the ancient Jandmark, which thy 
fathers have fet. 

29 Seeft thou a man diligent in his bufinefs? he thall 
ftand before kings; he fhall not ftand before mean mez. 
CHAP. XXII. 

VWs thou fitteft to eat with a ruler, confider 
diligently what zs before thee: 
2 And puta knife to thy throat, if thou J¢ aman 
given to appetite. j 
3 Be not defirous of his dainties : for they are de- 


ceitful meat. 
4 Labour 





circumfpeét perfons forefee a calamity before it comes, retire from the 
danger into a place of fafety, and take God for their defence; but the 
carelefs and fupine go on fecurely in their accuftomed track, till in- 
evitable danger and ruin overtake them. 

8 He that foweth iniquity, &¢.] He who injures another, hall pro- 
duce trouble to himfelf. 

12 The eyes of the Lord preferve knowledge, &c.] The eyes of the 
Lord favour them who love knowledge. 

13 Tbe flothful man faith, &c.} This is a beautiful picture of a 
flothful man, who, in order to humour his lazinefs, pretends difficulties 
where there are none. 

28 Remove not the ancient landmark, &c.] Be content with thy 
own eftate, and do not feek to enlarge it by the poffeffions of other 


» men. 


XXIII. 2 Put a knife to thy throat, &c.] Curb thy appetite, left 
intempérance expofe thee to as much danger as if a knife were at thy 


throat. 
4 Labour 


Fe 





Moral virtues, 


Hefore 4 Labour not to be rich: ceafe from thine own 
cHRIST wifdom. 


1000. 


to the words of knowledge. 


5 Wilt thou fet thine eyes upon that which is not? 
for riches certainly make themfelves wings; they Ay 
away as an eagle toward heaven. . 

6 Eat thou not the bread of sim that hath an evil 


‘eye, neither defire thou his dainty meats: 


7 For as he thinketh in his heart, fo zs he : Eat and 
drink, faith he to thee; but his heart és not with thee. 

8 The morfel wich thou haft eaten fhalt thou vomit 
up, and lofe thy {weet words. : 

9 Speak not in the ears of afool: for he will defpife 
the wifdom of thy words. 

10 Remove not thy old landmark; and enter not 
into the fields of the fatherlefs: 

11 For their redeemer is mighty; he fhall plead their 


caufe with thee. : 
12 Apply thine heart unto inftruction, and thine ears 


13 Withhold not correétion from the child: for if 
thou beateft him with.the rod, he fhall not die. 

14 Thou fhalt beat him with the rod, and fhall de- 
liver his foul from hell. 

15 My fon, if thine heart be wife, my heart fhall re- 
joice, even mjne. . 

16 Yea, my reins fhall rejoice, when thy lips {peak 
right things. 

17 Let not thine heart envy finners: but de ¢ou in 
the fear of the Lorp all the day long. 

18 For iurely there is an end; and thine expectation 
fhall not be cut off. i : 

to Hear thou, my fon, and be wife, and guide thine 
heart in the way. 

20 Benot among winebibbers; among riotous eaters 
of Aefh: : 

21 For the drunkard and the glutton fhall come to 
poverty: and drowfinefs fhall clothe 2 man with rags. 

22 !tearken unto thy father that begat thee, and de- 
{pife not thy mother when fhe is old. 

23 Buy the truth, and fell zt not; a//o wifdom, and 
inftruction, and underftanding. 

24 Vhe father of the righteous fhall greatly rejoice: 
and he that begetteth a wife child fhall have joy of him. 

25 Thy father and thy mother fhall be glad, and the 
that bare thee fhall rejoice. 

26 My fon, give me thine heart, and let thine eyes 
obferve my ways. 

27 For a whore zs a deep ditch; and a ftrange wo- 
mian 7s a narrow pit. 

28 She alfo lieth in wait as for a prey, and increafeth 
the tranfgreflors among men. 

29 Who hath woe? who hath forrow? who hath 
contentions? who hath babbling ? who hath wounds 
without caufe? who hath rednefs of eyes? 

30 They that tarry long at the wine; they that go 
to feek mixed wine. 

gt Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth 
stfelf aright. : 

32 At the laft it biteth like a ferpent, and ftingeth 
like an adder. : 

33 Thine eyes fhall behold ftrange women, and thine 
heart fhall utter perverfe things. : 





4. Labour not to be rich, &c.} Do not weary thyfelf with laborious 
tof to amafs a large eftate ; but depend, after all thy honeft endeavours, 
on the blefling of God. 

18 For furcly there is an end3 and thine expefation fball not be cut off:] 
Be affured, that though thow art afflicted for the prefent, the time will 
come when thou fhalt not only be delivered, but rewarded for thy 
patience : it fhall not be in the power of man to difappoint thee of thy 
hope; but thou fhalt certainly, Hourifh, when wicked men fhall hang 
down their heads, and perifh. 

29, 30 Who hath woe? who hath frrow? be.) If thou wifheft to 
avoid fuch women, then avoid intemperance, the lamentable effe€ts of 
svhich are too numerous to recount. i 

38 When it moveth irfelf aright.] When it looks bright, and mantles 
in the glafs, : 

GeneraLt ReFrrections on Chap. XXII. XXIIL. 
Thefe chapters contain excellent inftraétions concerning a good re- 
putation, the providence of God, meeknels, piety, the education and 


CHAP. XXIV. 


wn 





34 Yea, thou fhalt be as he that lieth down in the 
midft of thefea, or as he that lieth upon thetop of a maft. 
35 They have ftricken me, /halt thou Jay's and I was 
not fick; they have beaten me, and I felt 2 not: when 
fhall I awake? I will feek it yet again. 
CHAP. XXIV. we 
E not thou envious againft evil men, neither defire 
to be with them. . 

2 For their heart ftudieth deftruction; and their lips 
talk of mifchief: 

3 Through wifdom is an houfe builded ; and by un- 
derftanding it is eftablifhed : : 

4 And by knowledge fhall the chambers be filled 
with all precious and pleafant riches. 

5 A wife man és ftrong; yea, a man of knowledge 
increafeth ftrength: ; 

6 For by wife counfel thou fhalt make thy war : and 
in multitude of counfellors there is fafety. 

7, Wifdom is too high for a fool: he openeth not 
his mouth in the gate. 

8 He that devifeth to do evil fhall be called a mif- 
chievous perfon. 

g The thought of foolifhnefs 7s fini and the fcorner 
7s an abomination to men. 

10 /f thou faint in the day of adverfity, thy ftrength 
is {mall. 

ii If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn 
unto death, and ¢hofe that are ready to be flain ; 

12 If thou fayeft, Rehold, we knew it not; doth not 
he that pondereth the heart confider z¢? and he that 
keepeth thy foul, doth not he know i¢? and fhall not he 
render to every man according to his works? 

13 My fon, eat thou honey, becaufe z¢ is good; and 
the honeycomh, which is {weet to thy tafte: 

14. So /hall the knowledge of wifdom 4e unto thy 
foul: when thou haft found 7¢, then there fhall be a 
reward, and thy expectation fhall not be cut off, 

15 Lay not wait, O wicked maz, againft the dwelling 
of the righteous; fpoil not his refting place: 


and their contrary vices. 





Before 
CHRIST 
1000. 


16 Fora juft man falleth feven times, and rifeth up ° 


again: but the wicked fhall fall into mifchief. 

17 Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, and let not 
thine heart be glad when he ftumbleth : 

18 Left the Lorn fee f, and it difpleafe him, and he 
turn away his wrath from him. 

19 Fret not thyfelf becaufe of evil mez, neither be 
thou envious at the wicked ; 

20 For there fhall be no reward to the evil man; the 
candle of the wicked fhall be put out. 

21 My fon, fear thou the Lorp and the king: and 
meddle not with them that are given to change: 

22 For their calamity fhall rite fuddenly; and who 
knoweth the ruin of them both ? 

29 Thefe things alfo belong to the wife. 
good to have refpect of perfons in judgment. 

24 He that faith unto the wicked, Thou art righ- 
teous; him fhall the people curfe, nations fhall abhor 
him: 

25 But to them that rebuke him fhall be delight, 
and a good bleffing fhall come upon them. 

26 Every man thall kifs Ss lips that giveth a right 


anfwer. 


it is not 


27 Prepare 

ee eS ST RP RE ST ES, 

correétion of children, charity, the deftru@tion of the wicked, floth, 

anger, the oppreffion of the poor, &c. that meeknefs and the fear of 

God confttute the whole happinefs of man ; but that evil company, 

impurity, and intemperance lead to mifery, and expofe perfons to the 
wrath and difpleafure of God. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. XXV. 

XXIV. 5 4 wift man is firong, &c-] In the Septuagint it is, 
A wife man is better than a ftrong man; and 3 man of knowledge than 
2 ftrong labourer. 

11,12 If thou forbear to deliver them, &c.] Exert thy whole 
power to deliver innocent perfons, who by falfe accufations are dragged 
to execution, or in prefent danger of lofing their lives. 

13 My fon, eat thou honey, &c.| By the example of honey are fet 
forth the pleafantnefs and the proft of wifdom. . 

16 A juff man falleth feven times, &c.] - Not into fin, but into 


trouble and affliction, 
ouble an ‘i : XXY, 


Sundry maxims 


PROVERBS. 


and obfervations; 





Before 
CHRIST 
31000. 


700. 


27 Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for 
thyfelf in the field; and afterwards build thine houfe. 

28 Be not a witnefs againft thy neighbour without 
caufe 3; and deceive of with thy lips. 

29 Say not, I will do fo to him as he hath done to 
me: I will render to the man according to his work. 

30 I went by the field of the flothful, and by the 
vineyard of the man void of underftanding ; 

1 And, lo, it was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof, and the {tone wall 
thereof was broken down. 

32 Then I faw, and confidered zt’ well: I looked 
upon 7t, and received inftruction. . 

33 Yeé a little fleep, a little Mumber, a little folding 
of the hands to fleep: 

34 So fhall thy poverty come as one that travelleth 5. 
and thy want as an armed man. 

. CHAP. XXV. 
dn this and the four following chapters are contained 

sundry maxims and obfervations of Solomon, collected by 


the men of Hezekiah, about kings, and other fubjeéis of 


both private and public concern. 

SHEE are allo proverbs of Solomon, which the 
men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied out. 

2 It 7s the glory of God to conceal athing: but the 
honour of kings zs to fearch out a matter. 

3 The heaven for height, and the earth for depth, 
and the.heart of kings zs unfearchable. 

4 Take away the drofs from the filver, and there fhall 


. come forth a veffel for the finer. 


5 Take away the wicked /rom before the king, and 
his throne fhall be eftablifhed in righteoufnefs. 

6 Put not forth thyfelf in the prefence of the king, 
and ftand not in the place.of great men: 

7 ¥or better 7¢ 7s that it be faid unto thee, Come up 
hither; than that thou fhouldeft be put lower in the 
prefence of the prince whom thine eyes have feen. 

8 Go not forth haftily to ftrive, left thou know not 
what to do in the end thereof, when thy neighbour 
hath put thee to fhame. 

g Debate thy caufe with thy neighbour Aim/elf; and 
difcover not a fecret to another: 

10 Left he that heareth 7¢ put thee to fhame, and 
thine infamy turn not away. 

11 A word fitly fpoken zs “ke apples of gold in pic- 
tures of filver. 

12 4s an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine 
gold, fois a wife reprover upon an obedient ear. 

13 As the cold of fnow in the time of harvett, /o is 
a faithful meffenger to them that fend him: for he re- 


frefheth the foul of his mafters. 


14 Whofo boafleth himielf of a falfe gift is like 
clouds and wind without rain. 

15 By long forbearing is a prince perfuaded, and a 
foft tongue breaketh the bone. 

16 Flaft thou found honey ? eat fo much as is fuffi- 
cient for thee, left thou be filled therewith, and vomit i. 

17 Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s houfe ; 
left he be weary of thee, and /o hate thee.. 

18 A man that beareth falfe witnefs againft his 
neighbour is a maul, and a fword, and a fliarp arrow. 

19 Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of 
trouble zs /7ke a broken tooth, and a foot out of joint. 

20 4s He that taketh away a garment in cold wea- 








AXKV. 2 Lt és the glory of God to conceal a thing, &c.] God de- 
clases his fuperintendency of authority and wifdom, by concealing 
the reafons of his decrees and judgments ; but earthly princes fhould 
make the minuteit {crutiny into every partieular, before they deliver 
their judgment. 

11 4 word fitly fpoken is like apples of gold in pi®urcs of filver.|_ It 
fhould be rendered Jn world fale (poker ora diteountewiat Soda: is 
like pine apples in a flowered filver baiket. 

22 Thou fealt beap coals of fire upon bis head, &c.] Thou shalt over- 
mid him, by melting his heart to Jove, and fubduing the enmity 
of it. 


Genrrat Reruecrions on Chap. XXIV. XXV. 


‘The admonitions in thefe chapters are, to get wifdom, compaffionate 
2 


| turneth to his folly. 


ther, avd as vinegar upon nitte, fo és he that fingeth ce 


fongs to an heavy heart. 
21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to 


f eat; and ifhe be thirfty, give him water to drink: 


22 For thou fhalt heap coals of fire upon his head, 
and the Lorp fhall reward thee. 
23 The north wind driveth away rain: fo doth an 


angry countenancea backbiting tongue. 


24 Jt is better to dwell in the corner of the houfe 
top, than with a brawling woman and in a wide houfe. 
25 As cold waters to a thirfty foul, fo 7s good news 


| from a far country. 


26 A righteous man falling down before the wicked 
is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt {pring. 

27 It is not good to eat much honey: {0 for men to 
fearch their own glory 7s zot glory. 

28. He that bath norule over his own fpirit is like a 
city that is broken down, and without walls. 

: CHAP. XXVI. 
S fnow in fummer, and as rain in harveft, fo ho- 

2 As the bird by wandering, as the {wallow by fying, 
fo the curfe canfelefs fhall not come. 

3 A whip for the horfe, a bridle for the afs, and a 
rod for the fool’s back. 

4 Anfwer not a fool according to his folly, left thou 
alfo be like unto him. 

5 Anfwer a fool according to his folly, left he be 


| wife in his own conceit. 


6 He that fendeth a meflage by the hand of a fool 


{ cutteth off the feet, and drinketh damage. 


7 The legs of the lame are not equal: fo zs a parable 


f in the mouth of fools. ; 
f 8 As he that bindeth a ftone in a fling, fo 7s he tha€ 
| giveth honour to a fool. 


9 As a thorn goeth up into the hand of a drunkard, 


fo zs a parable in the mouth of fools. 


10 The great God that ‘formed all things both re- 


wardeth the fool, and rewardeth tranfgrefiors. 


11 As adog returncth to his vomit, /o a fool re- 


12 Seeft thou a man wifein his own conceit ? there 


f zs more hope of a fool than of him. 


13 The flothful max faith, There is a lion in the way; 


] 2 lion zs in the ftreets. 


14 As the door turneth upon his hinges, fo doth the 


{ flothful upon his bed. 


15 The flothful -hideth his hand in dis bofom; it 
grieveth him to bring it again to his mouth. 
16 The fluggard zs witer in his own conceit than 


/ feven men that can render a reafon. 


17 He that pafleth by, avd meddleth with ftrife Je- 


| Jonging not to him, is /:ke one that taketh a dog by the 


ears. 
18 As amad maz who cafteth firebrands, arrows, 
and death,. ; 
19 So zs the man ¢hat deceiveth his neighbour, and 


| faith, Am not I in fport? 


zo Where no wood is, there the fire goeth out: {9 
where ¢ere is no talebearer, the flrife ceafeth. 

21 4s coals are to burning coals, and wood to fire; 
fo 7s a contentious man to kindle ftrife. 

22 Thewords ofa talebearer are as wounds, and they 


go down into the innermoft parts of the belly. 


23 Burning 

cece ee SN 

the afflicted, fear God’s judgments, and obferve his protection of the 

righteous when afflited. We are alfo taught, not to feck after vain 

glory, but to be humble, avoid difputes, keep fecrets, fubmit to cor-. 

rection, not to boaft of things that are not true ; but to behave cha- 
ritably and prudently, and return good for evil. . 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. XXVII. 


XXXVI. 5 Axfwer a fool according to his folly, 8.) The Syriac 
preferves here the true reading, Anfwer a fool according to thine own 
wifdom. : 

6 Cutteth off the fect, &c.] "Thatis, shall be fure to fuffer damage. 

19 So is the man that deceiveth bis neighbour, &c.] That revileth, de- 


fameth, or leads his neighbour into any mifchief. ; 
23 Burning 


Jeo, 





CHAP. XXVII. XXVIII. 


Before .23 Burning lips and a wicked heart are tke a pot- 
CHRIST fherd covered with filver drofs. 


Sundry maxims and obfervations. 
25 The hay appeareth, and the tender grafs theweth ote 


itfelf, and herbs of the mountains are gathered. Soo 


24 He that hateth diffembleth with his lips, and 
layeth up deceit within him; 

25 When he fpeaketh fair, believe him not: for 
there are feven abominations inhis heart. 

26 Wbye hatred is covered by deceit, his wickednefs 
fall be fhewed before the whole congregation. 


. 27 Whofo diggeth a pir fhall fall therein: and he | 


that rolleth a ftone, it will return upon him. 
28 A lying tongue hateth fhofe that are afflicted by 
it ; and a flattering mouth worketh ruin, 
CHAP. XXVII. 
OAST not thyfelf of to morrow ; for thou knoweft 
not what a day may bring forth. 

2 Let another man praife thee, and not thine own 
mouth; a ftranger, and not thine own lips. 

3 A ftone 7s heavy, and the fand weighty; but a 
fool’s wrath is heavier than them both. 

4. Wrath 7s cruel, and anger is outrageous; but who 
zs able to ftand before envy ? 

5 Open rebuke zs better than fecret love. 

6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; but the kiffes 
of an enemy are deceitful. 

7 The full foul loatheth an honeycomb; but to the 
hungry foul every bitter thing is fweet. 

8 As a bird that wandereth from her neft, fo is a 
man that wandercth from his place. 

g Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart: fo doth 
the fweetnefs of a man’s friend by hearty counfel. 

10 ‘Thine own friend, and thy father’s friend, for- 
fake not ; neither go into thy brorher’s houfe in the day 
of thy calamity: for better is a neighbour Zhaz is near 
than a brother far off. } 

11 My fon, be wife, and make my heart glad, that 
I may anfwer him that reproacheth me. 

12 A prudent man forefeeth the evil, and hideth him- 
felf: dur the fimple pafs on, amd are punifhed, 

13 Take his garment that is furety for a ftranger, 
and take a pledge of him for a ftrange woman. 

14 He that bleffeth his friend with a loud voice, 
rifing early in the morning, it fhall.be counted a curfe 
to him. 

15 A continual dropping in a very rainy day and a 
contentious woman are alike, 

16 Whofoever hideth her hideth the wind, and the 
ointment of his right hand, which bewrayeth itfelf. 

17 Iron fharpeneth iron; fo a man fharpeneth the 
countenance of his friend. 

18 Whofo keepeth the fig tree fhall eat the fruit 
thereof; fo he that waiteth on his mafter fhall be ho- 
noured. . 

19 Asin water face anfwereth to face, fo the heart of 
man to man. 


20 Hell and deftruction are never full; fo the eyes | 


of man are never fatisfied. 

21 4s the fining pot for filvcr, and the furnace for 
gold; fo 7s a man to his praife. . 

22 Though thou fhouldeft bray a fool in a mortar 
among wheat with a peftle, yer will not his foolithnefs 
depart from him. 

23 Be thou diligent to know the flate of thy flocks, 
and look well to thy herds. : 

24, For riches are not for ever: and doth the crown 
endure to every generation = 





23 Burning lips, &c.] Septuagint reads, Smooth lips difguifing a 
wicked heart. 

XMXVIL. 5 Open rebuke, &c.] He who ingenuoufly tells others 
-plainly of their faults, is a better friend than he that has more of the 
paffion of Jove in his heart, but does not make it known by fuch good 
effects. : : : 

16 Whofeever hideth her, &c.] tis as impoffible to prevent the 
wind from being heard, or fragrant perfume from being {melt, as to 
hinder a contentious woman from {colding. eae 

21 ds the fining pot for filver, &c.] As gold and filver 3s tried by 
“putting it into the fire, which difcovers whether it be pure or adulter- 
ate 3 fo a man is difcovered what he is, by trying how he can bear 
praifes and commendations, which will probably fhew either the virtue 
or vanity of his heart, 


No. 45. 


26 The lambs are for thy clothing, and the goats are 
the price of the field. 

27 And thon fealt have goats’ milk enough for-thy 
food, for the food of thy houfhold, and for the main. 
tenance for thy maidens. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 
oe wicked fice when no man purfueth: but the 
righteous are bold as a lion. 

2 For the tranfgreffion of a land many are the princes 
thereof: but by a man of underftanding and knowledge 
the ftate thereof fhall be prolonged. 

3 Apoor man that oppreffeth the poor is ike a fweep- 
ing rain which leaveth no food. 

4 They that forfake the law praife the wicked: but 
fuch as keep the law contend-with them. . 

§ Evil men underftand not judgment: but they that 
feek the Lorn underftand all things. 

6 Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightnefs, 
than be that is perverfe ix his ways, though he ée rich. 

7 Whofo keepeth the law is a wife fon: but he that 
is a companion of riotous men fhamceth his father. 

8 He that by ufury and unjuft gain increafeth his 
fubftance, he fhall gather it trom him that will pity 
the poor. 

9 He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, 
even his prayer £all e abomination. 

10 Whofo caufeth the righteous to go aftray in an 
evil way, he fhall fall himfelfinto his own pit: but the 
upright fhall have good sh:ugs in poffeffion. 

11 The rich man zs wife in his own conceit; but the 
poor that hath underftanding fearcheth him out. 

12 When righteous men do rejoice, shere is great 
glory: but when the wickcd rife, a man is hidden. 

13 He that covereth his fins fhall not profper: but 
whofo confeffeth and forfaketh thera fhall have mercy. 

14 Happy zs the man that feareth alway: but he 
that hardeneth his heart fhall fall into mifchief. 

15 ds a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; /o isa 
wicked ruler over the poor people. 

16 The prince that wantech underftanding és alfo a 
great oppreffor: dur he that hateth covetouinefs fhall 
prolong 47s days. , 

17 A man that doeth violence to the blood of any 
perfon fhall flee to the pit; let no man ftay him. 

18 Whofo walketh uprightly fhall be faved: but be 
that is perverfe in bis ways fhall fall at once. 

19 He that tilleth his land fhall have plenty of bread: 
but he that followeth after vain perfons fhall have pom 
verty enough. 

20 A faithful man fhall abound with bleffings: but 
he that maketh hafte to be rich fhall not be innocent. 

21 To have refpect of perfons is not good: for for 
a piece bread that man will tranfgrefs. 

22 He that hafteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and 
confidereth not that poverty fhall come upon him, 

23 He that rebuketha man afterwards fhall find more 
favour than he that flattereth with the tongue. 

24. Whofo robbeth his father or his mother, and faith, 
It 7s no tranfgreffion ; the fame is the companion of a 
deftroyer. 

25 He thatis ofa proud heart ftirreth up ftrife: but 
he that putteth his truft in the Lorp fhall be made fat, . 

: 26 He 





Generau ReFruectrioNns on Chap. XXVI. XXVIII. 


We are exherted here to avoid vanity, idlenefs, impertinence, and de. 
ceit, and to ftudy and prattife meeknefs, charity, and fincerity, in 
‘the fear of God; that true friends are a great treafure, which we 
fhould prize ; and’ that induftry is profitable as to this world, and 
alfo a help to piety and virtue. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. XXIX. 

_ XXVIII. 14 Happy is the man, &c.] That man is truly happy, 
who, fearing to offend the Almighty, is Cautious and circumipect mall 
his ations ; but he that is carelefs and negligent fhall be plunged into 
guilt and mifery.. 


6T 26 He 


Sundry moral maxims. 


Before 
CHRIST 
joo. 


26 He that trufteth in his own heart is a fool: but 
whofo walketh wifely he fhall be delivered. 

- 9497 He that giveth unto the poor fhall not lack: but 
he that hidcth his eyes fhall have many a curfe. 

28 When the wicked rife, men hide themfelves : but 
when they perifh, the righteous increafe. 

HAP. XXIX. 

He that being often reproved hardencth bis neck, 
fhall fuddenly be deftroyed, and that without re-~ 

medy. 

2 When the righteous are in authority, the people 
rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people 
mourn. . 

3 Whofo foveth wifdom rejoiccth his father: but he 
that keepeth company with harlots fpendeth: drs fub- 
ftance. 

4. The king by judgment eftablifheth the land: but 
he that receiveth gifts overthroweth it. 

s Aman that flattereth his neighbour fpreadeth a 
net for his feet. 

6 In the tranfgreffion of an evil man ¢here isa {nare: 
but the righteous doth fing and rejoice. 

7 The righteous confidereth the caufe of the poor: 
Sut the wicked regardeth not to know i. 

& Scornful men bring a city into a fnare: but wife 
gen turn away wrath. 

9 Ifa wife man contendeth with a foolifh man, whe- 
ther he rage or laugh, ‘bere is no reft. 

10 The bloodthirfty hate the upright: but the juft 
feck his foul. 

1x A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wife max 
keepeth it in till afterwards. 

r2 Ifa ruler hearken to lies, all his fervants are 
wicked. 

13 The poor and the deceitful man meet together : 
the Lorn lighteneth both their eyes. ; 

14 The king that faithfully judgeth the poor, his 
throne fhall be eftablifhed for ever. p 

1s The rod and reproof give wifdom: but a child 
left to bimfelf bringeth his mother to fhame. 

16 When the wicked are multiplied, tranfgreffion in- 
creafeth: but the righteous fhall fee their fall. 

17 Correét thy fon, and he fhall give thee reft; yea, 


che fhall give delight unto thy foul. 


18 Where ¢here is no vifion, the peopie perifh: but 
he that keepeth the law, happy zs he. 

19 A fervant will not be corrected by words: for 
though he underftand he will not an{wer. 

20 Seeft thou a man /haz is hafty in his words? there 
zs more hope of a fool than of him. 

21 He that delicately bringeth up his fervant from a 
child fhall have him become dvs fon at the length. 

22 An angry man ftirreth up ftrife, aad a furious 
man aboundeth in tranfgreffion. 

23 A man’s pride fhall bring him low: but honour 
fhall uphold the humble in fpirit. 

24 Whofo is partner with a thief hateth his own 
foul: he heareth curfing, and bewrayeth i not. 

25 The fear of man bringeth a {nare: but whofo 
purteth his truft in the Lonrp fhall be fafe. 

26 Many fcek the ruler’s favour; but every 
judgment cometh from the Lorp. 

27 An unjuft man isan abomination to the juft: and 
ke that is upright in the way zs an abomination to the 


wicked. 
o CHAP. XXX. 
x Agur’s coufiffion. 7 His prayer. 10 A Servant not to be 





26 He that trufteth in bis own heart, &c.] He that relies intirely 
on his own judgment, will often mifcarry; but he that diftrafting 
his own wifdom, feeks and follows good advice, thall efcape many 
misfortunes. 

XXIX. 6 In the tranfgreffion of an evil man there is a fuare, &e.] 
He is likely to fall into the {nare that he layeth for others. 

18 Where there is no wifion, &c.] Where there ate none to inftrugét 
the people, they grow idle and carelefs, running into all licentioufnefs, 
till poey. are abandoned by God to deftruétion. 

eEneERAL REFLeEcTIONsS on Chap. XXVIII. XXIX. 
We learn from hence the great advantages arifing fram.godly forrow 


PROVERBS. 


Agur’s confeffion and prayer, 


wrong filly accufed, 11 Four wicked generations. 15 Fuur Betoce 

things infatiable. 18 Four things bard to be known. 24 CUXBT 

Four things little, but wife. 29 Four things ftately. fae 
Ope words of Agur the fon of Jakeh, evex the 

prophecy: the man fpake unto Ithiel, even unto 
Ithiel and Ucal, 
- 2 Surely I am more brutifh than axzy man, and have 
not the underftanding of a man. 

3 I neither learned wifdom, nor have the knowledge 
of the holy. Z 

4. Who hath afcended up into heaven, or defcended ? 
who have gathered the winds in his fifts? who hath 
bound the waters in a garment ? who hath cftablifhed 
all the ends of the earth? what zs his name, and what 
zs his fon’s name, if thou canft tell? 

5 ¥ Every word of God is pure: he zs a fhield unto 
them that put their truft in him. 

6 Add thou not unto his words, Ieft he reprove 
thee, and thou be found a Har, 

7 | Two things have I required of thee; deny me 
them not before I die: 

8 Remove far from me vanity and lies: give me 
neither poverty nor riches; f:¢d me with food conve.~ 
nient for me: 

g Left I be full, and deny thee, and fay, Who fs the 
Lorn? or left 1 be pocr, and fleal, and take the name 
of my God i vain, 

to @& Accufe noc a fervant unto his mafter, Icft he 
curfe thee, and thou be found guilty. 

it Y There is a generation, ¢ha/ curleth their father, 
and doth not biefs their mother. 

12 There is a generation shat are pure in their own 
eyes, and ye/ is not wafhed from their filthinefs. 

13 There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! 
and their eyelids are lifted up. 

14. There is a generation, whofe teeth are as fwords, 
and their jaw teeth 4s knives, to devour the poor from 
oif the earth, and the needy from among men. 

15 Q The horfeleach hath two daughters, crying, 
Give, give. There are three ‘bings that are never {a- 
tisfied, yea, four ¢hings fay not, /¢ is enough: 

16 The grave; and the barren womb; the earth 
that is not filled with water; and the fire tbat faith not, 
it is enough. 

17 § The eye that mocketh at Ais father, and de- 
fpifeth to obey bis mother, the ravens of the valley fhall 
pick it out, and the young eagles fhall eat it. 

18 There be three things which are too wonderful 
for me, yea, four which I know nor: 

19 The way of an eagle in the air; the way of a 
ferpent upona rock; the way of a fhip in the midft of 
the fea; and the way of a man witha maid. ; 

20 Such 7s the way of an adulterous woman; fhe 
eateth, and wipeth her mouth, and faith, I have done 
no wickednefs. 

21 For three sb/ugs the earth is difquieted, and for 
four which it cannot bear: . 

‘22 Fora fervant when he recigneth; and a fool when 
he is filled with meat; 

23 Foran odious woman when fhe is married; and 
an handmaid that is heir to her miftrefs. - 

24 § There be four shings which are little upon the 
earth, but they are exceeding wife : 

25 The ants area people not ftrong, yet they pre- 
pare their meat in the fummer ; 

26 The conies are Sut a feeble folk, yet make they 


their houfes in the rocks; 
27 The 





for fin, and the fear of God: that people without inftru€tion are 
corrupted, and deferve our pity ; that the fureft way to poffefs tran- 
quillity is, to traft in God, and walk uprightly before him. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXX. XXXI. 


XXX. 4 Or defended, &c.] Rather, and defcended. _ 

15, 16 The horfeleach hath tivo daughters, &c.] Some, inftead of 
the “ horfeleach,’’ tranflate, Deftiny, or the neceffity of dying; to 
which the ancient rabbies gave two daughters, Eden, or paradife, and 
Gehenna, or hell. 
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Lemuel’s 


Before 
CHRIST 
700 


1015. 





27 The locufts have no king, yet go they forth all 
of them by bands; te 

28 The fpider taketh hold with her hands, and is in 
king’s palaces. : : 

29 4 There be three shings which go well, yea, four 
are comely in going : : 

30 A lion which zs ftrongeft among beafts, and turn- 
eth not away for any ; 

31 A greyhound; an he goat alfo; and a king, 
againft whom ¢here 7s no rifing up. 

32 J If thou haft done foolifhly in lifting up thy- 
felf, or if thou haft thought evil, /ay thine hand upon 
thy mouth. : , 

33 Surely the churning of milk bringeth forth but- 
ter, and the wringing of the nofe bringeth forth blood: 
fo the forcing of wrath bringeth forth ftrife. 

CHAP. XXXI. 

1 Lemnel’s leffar of temperance and chaftity. 6 The affiitted 
are to be comforted, and the poor defended. 10 The 
praife and properties of a virtuous wonaz. ; 

HE words of king Lemuel, the prophecy that his 
mother taught him. 

2 What, my fon? and what, the fon of my womb? 
and what, the fon of my vows? 

3 Give not thy ftrength unto women, nor thy ways 
to that which deftroyeth kings. 

4 itis not for kings, O Lemuel, 7 is not for kings 
to drink wine; nor for princes {trong drink : 

5 Left they drink, and forget the law, and pervert 
the judgment of any of the afflicted. 

6 4[ Give ftrong drink unto him that is ready to 
perifh, and wine unto thofe that be of heavy hearts. 

47 Let him drink, and forget his poverty, and re- 
member his mifery no more. : 

8 Open thy mouth for the dumb in the caufe of all 
fuch as are appointed to deftruction. 

g Open thy mouth, judge righteoufly, and plead the 
caufe of the poor and needy. 

10 Y Who can find a virtuous woman? for her 
price is far above rubics. 

11 The heart of her hufband doth fafely truft in her, 
fo that he fhall have no need of {poil. 

a 

: argin reads, A horfe. 
AFT ie T ie Jone, 1 It is probable that 
king Lemuel was a foreign prince of great wifdom, who had collected 


thele weighty fentences from the inftructions of his mother, which be- 
ing of the greateft moment, were thought proper to be added to the 
foregoing. . ds . 

6 Give firong drink, &c.] If the liberal ufe of wine is to be indulged 
to any, it is to thofe who are miferable, and the meaner fort, whom it 
may be charity to comfort, when in danger of perifhing for want of 
the neceflary fupports of life. 





“12 She will do him 
her life. 
13 She feeketh wool, and flax, and worketh willingly 
with her hands. 
14 She is like the merchants’ fhips; fhe bringeth 
her food from afar. 
1g She rifeth alfo while it is yet night, and giveth 
meat to her houfhold, and 2 portion to her maid- 
efits. i 
16 She confidereth a field, and buyeth it: with the 
fruit of her hands fhe planteth a vineyard. 
17 She girdeth her loins with ftrength, and firength- 
eneth her arms. 
18 She perceiveth that her mercharidife is good: her 
/ candle goeth not out by night. 
19 She layeth her hands to the fpindle, and her hands 
hold the diftaff. 
°20 She ftretcheth out her hand to the poor; yea, 
fhe reacheth forth her hands to the neédy. 
21 She is not afraid of the {now for her houfhold: 
for all her houfhold are clothed with fcarlet. 
22 She maketh herfelf coverings of tapeftry; her 
clothing zs filk and purple. 
23 Her hufband is known in the gates, when he fir- 
teth among the elders of the land. 
24. She maketh fine linen, and felleth ##; and deli- 
vereth girdles unto the merchant. 
‘ag Strength and honour are her clothing; and fhe 
fhall rejoice in time to come. : 
* 26 She openeth her mouth with wifdom ; and in her 


- tongue #s the law of kindnefs. 


27 She looketh well to the ways of her houfhold, 
and eatcth not the bread of idlenefs. 

28 Her children arife up, and call her bleffed ; her 
hufband a//, and he praifeth her. : 

29 Many daughters have done virtuoufly, but thou 
exceljeft them all. : 

30 Favour is deceitful, and beauty zs vain: dut a 
woman /hat feareth the Loro, fhe fhall be praifed. 

31 Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her 
own works praife her in the gates. 





31 In the gates.] The public aflemblies and places of judicature 
which were held in the gates. ; 


GeneErau RerrectTions on Chap. XXX. XXXI. 


Thefe chapters fuggeft, that the wife and pious are ufeful in the 
world ; but that the wicked do great mifchief and are enemies to the 
righteous ; that we fhould earneftly apply ourfelves to attain true 
wifdom, and regulate ali our defires and aétions by the rules of mo- 
deration and equity. 








“The Book of ECCLESIASTES, or The PREACHER. 


Before 
CHRIST 


977+ 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Ecclefiaftes is a Greek word, and Siguifies, The Preacher. The feope of this book is concerning the chief good or hap. 
' pinefs of man; and Ll Sd us with an adntirable pidlure of the vanity of human life, with all its cares, toils, 


refearches, pleafures and purfuits, 


niet minds, ving as pleafantly and taking as much li 
lefome thoughts comerning the events of things, 


«a 


CHAP. IL. 
1 The preacher fheweth that all things here below are vain, 
4 becaufe the creatures are refilefs, 9 and there is nothing 
new brought forth, but the old things are forgotten, tt. 


@O M MENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. 
: I, 2 Vanity of vanities, &c.] The original Hebrew word is much 


when feparated from religion or the fear of God, and the obfervance of his laws. 
The Preacher perfuades all men to be content with shins s prefent, to give God thanks for then, to ufe them freely with 
ETL, 


and occurrences of this tranfitory life. 


as a future account will allow, void of anxious or trou= 





"T words of the Preacher, the fon of David, Before 


king of Jerufalem. 


. 


leffon of temperance, and chajtity CHAP. XXXI. {The praife of a virtuous woman. 





good and not evil all the days of Before. 
CHRISE 


rorg 


CHRIST 


2 Vanity of vanities, faith the Preacher, va- 977° 


nity of vanities; all zs vanity. 
: 3 What 





ftronger than our word vanity, and implies that the thing {poken of is 
fo trivial, that it is below or Jefs than nothing, 
- 3» 4 Peat 


No new thing under the fun. 


ECCLESIASTES. The vanity of all things here below, 





Before 


3 Whar profit hath a man of all his labour which 


CHRIST he taketh under the fun? 


977 


4 @ One generation paffeth away, and another gene~ 
ration cometh: but the earth abideth for ever... 

5 The fun alfo arifeth, and the fun goeth down, and 
hafteth to his place where he arofe. 

6 The wind gocth toward the fouth, and turneth 
about unto the north; it whirleth about continually, 
and the wind returneth again according to his circuits. 

+ All the rivers run into the fea; yet the fea zs not 
full ; unto the place from whence the rivers come, thi- 
ther they return again. 

8 All things are full of labour; man cannot utter 
if : the eye is not fatisfied with feeing, nor the ear filled 
with hearing. — 

9 @ The thing that hath been, i is that which fhall 
be} and that which is done is that which fhall be done: 
and there is no new fbing under the fun. . . 

10 Is there azy thing whereof it may be faid, Sce, 
this 7s new? it hath been already of old time, which 
was before us. 

_ 11 There is no remembrance of former shings ; nei- 
ther fhall there be any remembrance of ¢bings that are 
to come with sbofe that fhall come after. 

12 4[ I the preacher was king over Ifrael in Jerufa- 
lem. 

13 And I gave my heart to feek and fearch out by 
wifdom concerning all sings that are done under hea- 
ven: this fore travail hath God given to the fons of 
man to be exercifed therewirh. 

14 I have feen all the works that are done under the 
fun ; and, behold, all 7s vanity and vexation of fpirit. 

15 That which is crooked cannot be made ftraight ; 
and that which is wanting cannot be numbered. 

16 I communed with mince own heart, faying, Lo, 
J am come to great eftate, and have gotten more 
wifdom than all they that have been before me in Jeru- 
falem: yea, my heart had great experience of wifdom 
and knowledge. 

_17 And I gave my heart to know wifdom, and to 
know madnefs and folly: I perceived that this alfo is 
vexation of {pirit. 

18 For in much wifdom 7s much grief: and he that 
increafeth knowledge increafeth forrow. 

Th e purjute of pleafire, x8 cad of lab 
x The vanity in the purfuits of pleafire, 18 ard of labour. 

24 Nothing better than ha ufe of ia a man 

hath gotten ; but that is the gift of God to the good only. 

Said in mine heart, Go to no, I will prove thee with 

mirth, therefore enjoy pleafure: and, behold, this 
alfo zs vanity. 

2 I faid of laughter, 72s mad: and of mirth, What 
doeth it? 

3 I fought in mine heart to give myfelf unto wine, 
yet acquainting mine heart with wifdom; and to lay 
-hold on folly, till I might fee what was that good for the 
fons of men, which they fhould do unde#the heaven all 
the days of their life. 

4 Imade me great works; I builded me houfes ; I 
planted me vineyards: ; 

5 1 made me gardens and orchards, and I planted 
trees in them of all kinds of fruits: 

6 ¥ made me pools of water, to water therewith the 
wood that bringeth forth trees : 

7 I got me fervants and maidens, and had fervants 
born in my houfe; alfo I had great poffeflions of great 


a NP a SR OE De EE NS RS FY ESE EA 

3. 4 What profit hath a man.| The mind of man runs from one 
thing to another, without any end, but finds no fatisfaction refulting 
from all its reftlefs thoughts. 

For ever.] For a very long time. : 

5 The fun alfo arifeth, &c.) ‘The fun alfo, in a fettled courfe, ob- 
ferves its times of rifing and fetting; whereas man, when he goeth 
down to the earth, cannot, like the fun, come up again. 

13 L gave my beart to feck and fearch out by wifdom, &e.\ The 
Preacher, from this verfe, to the end of the chapter, demontftrates how 
little fatisfaCtion is to be found in the mere fpeculation of things, though 
a man arrive to the higheft degree of human knowledge. 

+27 TL gave my heart to know wifdem, and to know madnefs and 


and fmall cattle above all that were in Jerufalcm be. Before 


fore me: 

8 I gathered me alfo filver and gold, and the pecu~ 
liar treafure of kings and of the provinces: I gat me 
men fingers and women fingers, and the delights of the 
fons of men, @s muficalinftruments, and that ofall forts. 

g So J was great, and increafed more than all that 


were before mein Jerufalem: alfo my wifdom remained. 


with me, 
10 And whatfoever mine cyes defired I kept not 
from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy; for 


‘my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my 


portion of all my labour. 

11 Then I looked on all the works that my hands 
had wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to 
do: and, behold, all was vanity and vexation of {pirir, 
and there was no profit under the fun. 

12 ¥ And Iturned myself to behold wifdom, and 
madnefs, and folly: for what can the man do that cometh 
after the King? evex that which hath been already donc. 

_ 13 Then I faw that wifdom excelleth folly, as far as 
light excelleth darknefs. : 

14. The wife man’s eyes are in his head; but the 
fool walketh in darknefs: and I myfelf perceived alfo 
that one event happencth to them all, 

1§ Then faid J in my heart, As it happeneth to the 
fool, fo it happencth even to me; and why was I then 
more wife? Yhen I faid in my heart, that chis allio zs 
vanity. 

16 For there 7s no remembrance of the wife more than 
of the fool for ever ; feeing that which now 7s in the 
days to come fhall all be forgotten. And how dieth 
the wife man? as the fool. 

17 Therefore ] hated life; becaufe the work that is 
wrought under the fun 7s grievous unto me: for all is 
vanity and vexation of fpirit. 

18 4 Yea, Il hated all my labour which I had taken 
under the fun: becaufe ] fhould leave it unto the man 
that fhall be after me. 

1g And who knoweth whether he fhall be a wife maz 
ora fool? yet fhall he have rule over all my labour 
whercin I have laboured, and wherein I have fhewed 
myfelf wife under the fun, This s.alfo vanity. 

20 Therefore l went about to caufe my heart to de- 
{pair of all the labour which I rook under the fun. 

21 For there is a man whofe labour 7s in wifdom 
and in knowledge, and in equity; yet toa man that 
hath not laboured therein fhall he leave it for his por- 
tion. This alfo zs vanity and a great evil. 

22 For what hath man of all his labour, and of 
the vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured un. 
der the fun? 

23 For all his days are forrows, and his travail grief; 


yea, his heart taketh not reftinthe night. This is alfo 


vanity. 

24 ¥ There is nothing better for a man ¢han that he 
Should eat, drink, and that he fhould make his foul en. 
joy good in his labour. This alfo I faw, thar it was 
from the hand of God. 

25 For who can eat, or who elfe can haften hereunto, 
more than I? 

26 For Godgiveth toa man that 7s good in his fight 
wifdom and knowledge, and joy: burt to the finner he 
giveth travail, to gather and to heap up, that he may 
give to him that is good before God. This alfo zs va- 
nity and vexation of {fpirit. 


CHAP. 





folly, Sc.) Madnefs and folly may refer to the idle fpeculations 
wherein men of parts and wit fometimes not only employ their time, 
but applaud themfelves for purluing. 

Il. 2 I Said of laughter, it is mad, &c.] i, e. of diffolute and fran- 
tic mirth. 

8 Fhe delights of the fons of men, &C.} The learned Bochart, with 
good reafon, underftands hereby the moft excellent compofitions of mufic, 
or the moft elegant verfes, fet to ravifhing and melting notes. 

35 ds it happeneth to the fool, fa it happencth even to me, &c.] He 
reprefents how all mankind, wife and foolifh, are alike Hable to the 
fame cafualties, and many-inconvenicncies which are common to every 
one of us in this life. 

4 GENeERaL 


CHRIst, 


O77. 


A feafon for all things. 


Before 
CHRIST 


977° 


CHAP. IIL 
1 By the neceffary change of times vanity is added to hu- 
man travail. 11 There is a fitnefs in God’s works. 
O every thing there is a feafon, and a time to every 


“a purpofe under the heaven: 


2 A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted 5 

3 A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up; 

4A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to 
mourn, and a time to dance; 

5 A time to caft away ftones, and a time to gather 
ftones together ; a time to embrace, and a time to re- 
frain from embracing ; 

6 A time to get, and a time to lofe; a time to 
keep, and a time to caft away ; 

7 A time torend, and atime tofew ; a time to keep 
filence, and a time to fpeak; 

8 Atime to love, and a time to hate ; a time of war, 


and a time of peace. 
9 What profit hath he that worketh in that wherein 


he laboureth ? : 
to I have feen the travail, which God hath given to 
the fons of men to be exercifed in it. ‘ 
a1 @ He hath made every thing beautiful in his. 
time: alfo he hath fet the world in their heart, fo that 
no man can find out the work that God maketh from 
the beginning to the end. 

12 @ I know that there is no good in them, but for 
@ man to rejoice, and to do good in his life. 

1g And alfo that every man fhould eat and drink, 
and enjoy the good of all his labour, it zs the gift of 
God. 

14 I know that, whatfoever God doeth, it fhall be for 
ever: nothing can be put toit, nor apy thing taken from 
it: and God doeth if, that men fhould fear before him. 

15 That which hath been is now; and that which 
is to be hath already been; and God requireth that 
which is patt. 

16 | And moreover I faw under the fun the place 
of judgment, that wickednefs was there ; and the place 
of righteoufnefs, that iniquity was there. 

17 I faid in mine heart, God fhall judge the righte- 
ous and the wicked: fot there is a time there for every 
purpofe and for every work. : 

18 § I faid in mine heart concerning the eftate of 
the fons of men, that God might manifeft them, and 
that they might fee that they themfelves are beatts, 

19 For that which befalleth the fons of men befall- 
eth beafts : even one thing befalleth them: as the one 
dieth, fo dieth the other; yea, they have all one breath ; 
fo that a man hath no preeminence above a beatt: for 
all zs vanity. 

20 All go unto one place; all are of the duft, and 
all turn to duft again. 

21 Y Who knoweth the fpirit of man that goeth up- 
ward, and the fpirit of the beaft that goeth downward 
to the earth ? . 

22 4 Wherefore I perceive that there is nothing bet- 





Generat Rervectrons on Chap, I. II. 

We are here fhewn the vanity and inconftancy of worldly affairs, and 
even of life itfelf, independent of the knowledge and fear of God, 
which is a remedy again it; and that therefore, we fhould, from 
the example of Solomon, be convinced of the worthleffuefs of 
riches, pleafures, and honours, fo as not to fix our hearts apon 
them, deftroy our peace of mind here, and lofe the happiuefs of 
the life to come. ; 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. ITI. IV. 


Tit. rx He bath made every thing beautiful, &c.] God hath dif- 
pofed all things moft wifely ; and there is fuch a beautiful order ap- 
pearing in the feveral contrarieties (namiely, of heat and cold, day 


and night, &c.) that we may well conclude thare is fo in all manner of 


events, though never fo oppofite. 

17 There is a@ time for every purpofe and for every work.] Th 
who govern the world have their time now for contriving and ef- 
fecting what mifchief they pleafe: but God will take a time here- 
after of calling them to an account for the injuftice they defigned and 
acted in their courts of judgment. 

IV. 4 That for this a man is envied of bit neighbour, &c.} Have 
ing belore reprefented the evils arifing from {uperiors through op- 


O. 45. 2 


CHAP. Ill. IV. V. 


fall be-after him ? 





ter, than that aman fhould rejoicein his own works ; fot' 
that is his portion: for who ihall bring him to fee what 


oie ee Iv. . 
anity is increafed by oppreffion, 4. by envy, § by idlenefts 
i by iitdedhs G aa LE 


are done under the fun: and behold the tears of 


S° I returned, and confidered ali the opprefiions that 


uch as were oppreffed, and they had no comforter ; and 


on the fide of their oppreflors there was power, but they 


‘had no comforter. 


2 Wherefore I praifed the dead which are already 
dead more than the living which are yet alive. 

3. Yea, better zs'4e than both they, which hath fiat 
yet been, who hath not feen the evil work that is done 


_under the fun, 3 


4 Again, I-confidered all travail, and every right 
work, that for this a man is envied of his neighbour. 
This és alfo vanity and vexation of fpirit. 

5 I The fool foldeth his hands together, and eateth 
his own fleth. 

6 Better is an handful with quietnefs, than both the 
hands full with travail and vexation of fpirit. 

7 { Then I returned, and I fawvanity under thefun. 

8 There is one a/one, and there is not a fecond; yea, 
he hath neither child nor brother: yet zs there no end of 
all his labour; neither is his eye fatisfied with riches 3 
neither (4 4 he, For whom do I labour, and bereave 
my foul of good? This és alfo vanity, yea, it zs a fore 
travail. 

9 Y Two are better than one; becaufe they have a 
good reward fort their.labour. 

10 For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow : 
but woe to him ¢bat is alone when he falleth; for 
4e hath not another to help him up. 

11 Again, if two lie together, than they have heat: 
but how can one be warm alone ? 

12 And if one prevail againft him, two fhall with- 
ftand him ; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 

13 Y Better ¢s a poor and a wife child than an old and 
foolifh king, who will no more be admonifhed. 

14 For out of prifon he cometh to reign; whereas 
alfo 4e that is born in his kingdom becometh poor. 

15 I confidered all the living which walk under tha 
fun, with the fecond child that fhall ftand up in his ftead. 

16 Theré is no end of all the people, even of all that 
have been before them: they alfo that come after fhall 
not rejoice in him. Surely this alfo 7s vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit. 

CHAP. V. 


1 Vanity in divine fervice; 8 in murmuring, 9 in riches. 18 
: Lhe enjoyment of what aman hath, is the gift of God. 
EEP thy foot when thou goeft to the houfe of God, 
K and be more ready to hear, than to give the facrie 
fice of fools: for they confider not that they do evil. 
2 Be not rafh with thy mouth, and let not thine 


heart be hafty to utter azy thing before God: for God 
is 





reffion, &c. the Preacher comes now to {peak of the evils produced 
Ey equals or inferiors, under the general name of envy. 

1z A threefold cord is not quickly broken.] A proverbial Lind of 
fpeech, importing the advantages ef union. 


Generar Rerrectrons on Chap. Ll. 1V. 


We are hence to obferve, that God knows every thing; that he exa« 
mines particularly the behaviour of judges; and that if they 
commit any injuftice, he will call them to account for it at his 
fighteous bar. We fhould alfo refle&t, that envy is contrary to 
charity, and the fabmiffion we owe to God; and that a poor wif 
man is preferable to a king that is deftitute of wifdom. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES ox CHAP. V, VI, 
Vi 1 Keep thy foot when thou go? to the boufe of God, &.] Be 
very careful to cae temple of the Lord with the urmoft ree 


verence both ef body and mind. : 
2 Be not rafe with thy mouth, &c.] Though this precept of So- 


Jomon mzy denote the expediency of an eftablithed form of prayer 3 


neverthelefs, an extempore method is by no means to be rejected, 
provided it be pious, confiftent and regular 
6u 6 Neither 


Againft abufes on diwmne Jereice. 
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vanity of riches. 


ts in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy 
words be few. ; 

3 For adream cometh through the multitude of bu- 
finefs; anda fuol’s voice zs known by multitude of words. 

4 When thou voweft a vow @nto God, defer not to 
pay it; for Se 52th no pleafure in fools : pay that which 
thou haft vowed. — 

5 Better is.zt that thou fhouldeft not vow, than that 
thou fhouldeft vow and not pay. ; 

6*Suffer not thy mouth to caufe thy flefh to fin ; 
neither fay thou before the angel, that it was an error: 
wherefore fhould God be angry at thy voice, and de- 
ftroy the work of thine hands? 

7 Forin the multitude of dreams and many words 


there are alfo divers vanities: but fear thou God. 


king himfelf is ferved by the field. 


8 4] If thou feeft the oppreffion of the poor, and 
violent perverting of judgment and juftice in a pro+ 
vince, marvel not at the matter: for 4e ébaé is higher 
than the higheft regardeth ; and there be higher than 
they. 
Ys Moreover the profit of the earth is for all : the 


1o He-that loveth filver fhall not be fatisfied with 
filver ; nor he that loveth abundance With increafe: 
this 7s alfo vanity. 

11 When goods increafe, they are increafed that eat 
them: and what good is there to the owners thereof, 
faving the bcholding of them with their eyés? 

12 The fleep of 2 labouring man zs fweet, whether 
he eat little or much: but the abundance of the rich 
will not fuffer him to fleep. 

13 There is a fore evil which I have feen under the 
fun, zamely, riches kept for the owners thereof to their 
hurt. ; 

14 But thofe riches perifh by evil travail: and he 
begetteth a fon, and there is nothing in his hand. 

15 As he came forth of his mother’s womb, naked 
fall he return to go as he came, and fhall take nothing 
of his labour, which he may carry away in his hand. 

16 And this alfo zs a fore evil, that in all points as 
he came, fo-fhall he go: and what profit hath he that 
hath laboured for the wind? 

17 All his.days alfo he eateth in darknefs, and he 
4ath much forrow and wrath with his ficknefs. 

18 Behold that which I have feen: zt is good and 
comely for one to eat and to drink, and to enjoy the 
good of all his labour that he taketh under the fun all 
the days of his life, which God giveth him: for it zs his 
portion. . 

19 Every man alfo to whom God hath given riches 
and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, 
and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour ; 
this 7s the gift of God. ; a 

20 For he fhall not much remember the days of his 
life ; becaufe God anfwereth 47m in the joy of his heart, 

CHAP. VI. 
4 Lhe vanity of riches ; 3, of children, 6 and of old-age.: 
: 7 Of infatiable defires. 
HERE is an evil which I have feen under the 
A. “fon, and it #s common among men: a 
‘e’ A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth, 


- 





6 Neither-fay thou before. the angel, that it was an error, &c.] 
Think not to be abfolved from the obligations thou layeft on thyfelf, 
im the: prefence of God and ‘his holy angels, by: fuch foolifh excufes 
as thefe, Ii wasa miftake, &c. - s oe 


17 All bis days alfo he eiteth in davkneft, &c.] "The mifer even’ 


eats-up himfelf; taking no joy, ndcdinfort, m any thing he poffefles. 
Ni. 4 He cometh 2. with vanity, Sev} ‘The sicly 

Wain, or to no purpofe. = ~ eos 
10 That hich hath been is named already, and it is known. that 

at is man, &c.] ‘The beft interpretation of this feems to be, that as 

he was made at firft, fo his name was given him ; that.is, the name 

of Adam, fignifying, that he was taken out-of the earth, and there- 

fore mortal, =F : 2 : 


Grnerat Revererrons on Chap. V. VE 
Let us leam from thefe chapters, to prefent- ourfelvea befare God 


ECCLESIASTES. 





‘untimely ‘birth is: 


_ Remedies againft the vanity of life. 








and honour, fo that he wanteth nothing for his foul of Before 
all that he defireth, yet God giveth him not power to S#KIST 
eat thereof, but a ftranger eateth it: this zs vanity, and ae 
it is an evil difeafe. 

3 J Ifa man beget an hundred children, and live 
many years, fo that the days of his years be many, and 
hig foul be not filled with good, and alfo that he have 
no burial; I fay, t4at anuntimely birth zs better than he. 

4 For he cometh in with vanity, and departeth in 
darknefs, and his name fhall be covered with darknefs. 

5 Moreover he hath not feen the fun, nor known any 
thing : this hath more reft than the other. 

6 Yea, though he live a thoufand years twice fold, 
yet hath he feen no good: do not all go to one place? 

7.4 All the labour of man is for his mouth, and 
yet the appetite is not filled. , ; 

8 For what hath the wife more than the fool? what. 
hath the poor, that knoweth to walk before the living? 

9 Better is the fight of the eyes than the wander-. 
ing of the defire: this 7s alfo vanity and vexation of 
{pirit. : 
"10 F That which hath been is named already, and it 


| is known thatit #s man: neither may he contend with 


him that is mightier than he. 

#1 Seeing there be many things that increafe vanity, 
what 7s man the better? 

12 For who knoweth what zs good for man in this 
life, all the days of his vain life which he fpendeth as a 
fhadow? for who can tell a man what fhall be after him. 
under the fun? — : e 


CHAP. VIL. 


I Remedies againft the vanity of life are, a good name, 
2 moriifitation, 7 patience, 11 wifdom, ec. * 


Good name 7s better than precious ointment; 
and the day of death than the day of one’s birth. 

2 J Zt is better to go to thé ‘houfe of mourning, than 
to go to the houfe of feifting: for that zr the end of all 
men; and the living will lay # to his heart. : 

3 Sorrow zs better than laughter: for by the fadnefs 
of the couritenance‘the heart is madé better. 

4 The heart of the wife 7s in the houfe of mourning; 
but the heart of fools zs in the houfe of mirth. 

5 itis better to hear the rebuke of the wife, than for 
a man to hear the fong of fools: 

6 For as the crackling of thorns'under a pot, fo is 
the laughter of the fool: this alfo zs vanity. 

7 & Surely oppreffion maketh a wife man mad ; and 
a gift deftroyeth the héart. © 

8 Better zs thé end of a thing than the beginning’ 
thereof: avd the patient in fpirit 7s better than the proud 
in fpirit. ds bh ie ae : i 

9 Be not hafty in +hy fpirit to be angry: for anger 
refteth in the’ bofom of féols. 

1o Say not thou, What is the caufe that the former 


days were better than thefe? for thou doft not enquire 


wilely’ concerning this. ' . 
11 {| Wifdom zs gqod with an inheritance: and by it 
there is profit to them: that fee the fun. 
- 12 For wifdom isa defence, and money-7s a-defence: 
but the excellency of knowledge ‘is, that wildom giveth 


life to them that have‘it.. z : 
, ie, Wee 13 Confider 





with becoming reverénce ; aid contlude, with the wife man, that 

“4f God grants us wedlth, we ‘Gitght ‘to receive it as his gift, and 
ufe it with fobriety and gratitude, but never to make it the object 
of our happimefs. . 7 . ay 


‘COMMENTARY and NOTES ox CHAP. VII. VIL 


VEL 1 The'day ‘of death that the day of one’s birth.) If we would 
be happy, we ought to order our lives in fuch a manner, that.déath, 
of which: the foolifh and wicked ftand fo much 'in‘dread, may be wel- 
Gothe to'us, ‘and only” réleafe us from the troubles into which we, are 
fatroduced at our birth: " °  * ; oye 4 ne 
10 Say not thou, What is rhe canfe, &c.} Let us riot murmur and . 

repine, faying, Why are we caft into a teoublefomé‘age, ‘full of op- 
preffion, and violence, and wrong? but rather’ fwbmit co-the provi« 
dence of God, who doth all thingswells = . ee 
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Kings are to be refpected. _ 





13 Confider the work of God : for who-can’ make 
that ftraight, which he hath made crooked ? : 

14 In the day of profperity be joyful, but in the 
day of adverfity confider: God alfo hath -fet the one 


over againft the other, to the end that man fhouid find | 


nothing after him. Cage 

15 All shings have I feen in the days of my vanity: 
there is a juft maz that perifheth in his righteoufnets, 
and thereis a wicked maz that prolongeth Ais /i7@ in his 
wickednefs. ‘ : ; ae 

16 Be not righteous over much ; neither,make thy- 
felf over wife: why thouldeft thou defttoy thyfelf? 

’ 17 Benot over much wicked, neither be thou foolifh: 

why fhouldeft.thou-dic beforethytime? ~ 
- 18 Jt is good that thou fhouldeft take hold of this; 
yea, alfo from this withdraw not thine hand: for he 
that feareth God fhall come forth of them all. 

19 Wifdom firengtheneth the wife more than ten 
mighty men which are in the city. we es 

20 For there is not a juft man upon earth, that doetli 
good, and finneth not. 

a1 Alfo take no heed unto all words that are fpoken 3 
left thou hear thy fervant curfe thee : 

22 For oftentiines alfo thine own heart knoweth that 
thou thyfelf likewife haft curfed others. : 

23 Q Allthis have I proved by wifdom: I faid, i 


“will be «wife; but it was far from me. : 


24 That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who 
ean find it cur? 


25 4 d applied mine heart to know, and to fearch, | 


and to feek out wifdom, and the reafon of things, and to 
know the wickednefs of folly, even of foolifhnefs aid 
madnefs. ; ; 

26 And I find more bitter than death the woman, 
whofe heart zs fhares and nets, amd her hands as bands: 
whofo pleafeth God fhall efcape from her; but the 
finner fhall be taken by her. 

27 Behold, this have I found, faith the preacher, 
counting one by one, to find out the account : 

28 Which yet my foul feeketh, but I find’not: one 
man among a thoufand have I found; but a woman 
among all thofe have I not. found. * 

29 Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made 
man upright; but they ‘have fought out many in- 
ventions. ae eave nis : 

pope eye 
2 Kings are to be refpected: 6 Man's ignorance.of futu- 

ee 11 The common abufe of Gite ebtoeeee 16 

God’s work is unfearchable. ug 

: HO. us the wife man? and who knoweth the 

interpretation of:a thing? a man’s wifdom 
maketh his face to fhine, and the boldnefs of his face 
fhall be changed. ° 

2.4 I counfel thee to keep the king’s commandment, 
and that in regard of the oath of God. 

3 Be not hafty to go out of his fight ¢ ftand not in an 
evil thing; for he doeth whatfoever pleafeth him. 

4 Where the word of a king is, thereis power: and 
who may fay unto him, What doeft thou ? 

5 Whofo keepeth the commandment {hall feel no 
evil thing : and a wife man’s heart difcerneth both time 
and judgment. .. - -.-- ; 

6 Becaufe to every purpofe there is time and judg- 
ment, ‘therefore the mifeiy of man 7s great upon him. 

7.For he knoweth not that which ihall be: for. who 
ean tell him when it fhall be? | . 

8 @ -There is no man that hath power over the fpirit 





16 Be xt righteont over much, &c-] The words fhould be’ tranf- 


lated, Do not. exercife juftice too.rigoroufly, neither fet up for a- 


man of too great wifdom, by pretending to reform and regulate all 
things.” ; 

Vill. 5 The commandment, &e.} The commandments or orders 
of the king. 

6 Therefore the mifery of man is great upor hin.}- Unlefs he ob- 
ferves time and judgment. 2 

9 For be knoweth not that whith feall be, &c.} He cannot: be 
fure that the like opportunity wilk return agains - : 


CHA P.-VIit-Ix. — 


' fhall wickednefs deliver thofe that are given to. it. 


ho EX. ‘2 Al things come alike to all, &eO 
perows and adverfe, happen equally and indifcriminately to all. 
. - z 





to retain the {pirit; neither bath be power, in the day of 
death: ‘and there is no difcharge in that wat; neither 


-9 “All this have I feen, and applied my heart unto 
evety work that is doné undet the.fun; fhere.7s.a time 
wherein one man ruleth over another ta his own hurt. 
10 And fo I faw the wicked buried, who had come 
and gone from the place of the holy, and they were 


. forgotten in tle city where they had fo done:. this zs 
_alfo vanity.°- eos ae 


‘11 Q Becanfe fentence againft an evil worls is-not 
executed fpecdily, therefore the heart of the fons.of men. 
is fully fet in them‘to do evil. hat, « mile whan pti, Bes.) 

12 i Though a finner do evil an hundréd times, and 
his days be prolonged, yét fuirely I know that it thall bé 
well with them that fear God, which fear before him : 

13 But it thall not be well with the wicked, neither 
fhall he prolong dis days; which are as a fhadow: be- 

_ caufe he feareth not’before God. 

14 Thereis a vanity which is done upon the earth 3 
that thete be juft mex, nhto whom it happeneth accord-. 
ing to the work of the wicked ; 2gain,.there be wicked 

-men, to whom it happeneth according to the.work of 
the righteous: I faid that thisalfo.is,vanity.. |. 

15 @ Then J] commerideth mirth, becwufe a man-_hath 
no betterthing under the fun, than to eaf, and to drink, 
and to be mefry: for that ifi 
labour the days of his life, which God_giveth him under 
the fun. oe eel eg (eines ier Ss 

16 Y When I applied mine heart'to know. wifdom, 
and to fee the bufinefs that is don¢ upon the earth: (for 
alfo there is that néither day nor night feeth fleep with, 
his eyes :) She So ae sot: ‘ 

17 Then I beheld all the work of God, that a man 
cannot find out the work that is done under the fun: 
becaufe though a man labour to feels 7¢ out, yet he fhall 
not find; yea farther; though a wife man think to 
know it, yet fhall he not be able to find it.” 

CHAP. IX, 

1 Like things happen to good and badmen. 7 God's proa 

vidence over all. 13 Wifdom is better than frrength. 
OR all this I confidered jn my heart even, to de« 
clare all this, that the righteous, and the wife, and 
their works, are in the hand of God: no man knoweth 

‘either Jove or hatred dy all that is before them. 

2 All things come alike to all: there 7s one event to 
-the righteous, and to the wicked ; to the good and to 
the clean, and to the unclean; to him that factificeth, 
and to him that facrificeth not: as zs the good, fo ss.the 
finner; avd he that fweareth, as 4e that feareth an oath. 


Cc 


all abide with him. .of his. 


~~ *- ‘God's forbearance abiufed. 
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3 Thiszsan evil among all rAzngs that ave done under . 


- the fun, that here is one event unto all: yea, alfo:the 
heart of the fons of men is full of evil,,and madnefs 
7s in their heart while they liye, and after that they go 
to the dead. ite re” eee et eee 

4 4 For to him that is joined to al] the living there 
is hope: for a living dog is, better.than a dead lion. 

5 For the living know that they fhall die::but the 
dead know not any thing, neither have they any more 
a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten. 

6 Alfo their love, and their hatred, and their envy; 
is now perifhed ; neither have they any more a portion 
for ever in any ¢hng that ‘is.done under,the fun. 

7 4, Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink 
thy wine with a merry heart ; for God now accepteth 
thy works, 

Lit ss 8 Let 

' Generay Rertections on Chap. VIL. VIII: 


We have here ‘pointed out to us the great wifdom of being moderate 
in our difgourfe and ‘behaviour.. We are moreover taught, that 
finners cofmmonly harden themfelves, becaufe God fupports them, 

‘and defers their punifhment: but neverthelefs vengeance . will 





* fooner or Jater overtake them. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. IX. X- 
All events, both profs 


10 Whavfocuwe 


Obfervations on wifdom and folly. ECCLESIASTES. 


ae 8 Let thy garments be always white ; and let thy 
977 head lack no ointment. 


9 Live joyfully with the wife whom thou loveft all 
the days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given 
thee under the fun, all the days of thy vanity: for that 
#s thy portion in ¢4is life, and in thy labour which thou 
takeft under the fun. 

10 Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, do rt with 
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor know-* 
ledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither thou goett. 

¥1 4 I returned, and faw under the fun, that the rzce 


"as not to the fwift, nor the battle to the ftrong, neither 


yet bread to the wife, nor yet riches to men of under- 

flanding, nor yet favour to men of ikill; but time and 

chance happeneth to them all. 

12 For man alfo knoweth not his time: as the fifhes 
that are taken in an evil net, and as the birds that are 
caught in the fnare; fo are the fons of men fnared in an 
evil time, when it falleth fuddenly upon them. 

13 Y This wifdom have I feen alfo under the fun, 
and it /eemed great unto me: 

14 There was alittle city, and few men within it; 
and there came a great king againft it, and befieged it, 
and built great bulwarks againft it : 

15 Now there was found in it a poor wife man, and 
he by his wifdom delivered the city; yet no man re- 
membered that fame poor man. : 

16 Then faid I, Wifdom /s better than ftrength: 
neverthelefs the poor man’s wifdom #s defpifed, and his 
words are not heard. 

17 The words of wife men are heard in quiet more 
than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. 

18 Wifdom is better than weapons of war; but one 
finner deftroyeth much good. 

CHAP, X. 

1 Obfervations on wifdom and folly ; 16 on the defects and 
wirtues of governors ; 18 on flathfulne/s ; 19 on money. 
20 Men's thoughts of kings ought to be reverent. 

De flies caufe the ointment of the apothecary 

to fend forth a ftinking favour: /6 doth a little 
folly him that isin reputation for wifdom and honour. 

2 A wife man’s heart is at his right hand; but a 
fool's heart at his left. 

3 Yea alfo, when he that is a fool walketh by the 
way, his wifdom faileth im, and he faith to every one 
Shat heis a fool. 

4 If the {pirit of the ruler rife up againit thee, leave 
mot thy place; for yielding pacifieth great offences. 

5 There is.an evil which I have feen under the fun, 
as an error which proceedeth from the ruler: 

6 Folly is fet in great dignity, and the rich fit in 
low place. 

7 I have feen fervants upon horfes, and princes 
walking as fervants upon the earth. 

8 He that diggeth a pit thall fall into it: and whofo 
breaketh an hedge, a ferpent fhall bite him. 

9 Whofo removeth ftones fhall be hurt therewith; 
and he that cleaveth wood fhall be endangered thereby. 

10 If the iron be blunt, and he do not whet the edge, 
then muft he put to more ftrength: but wifdom is pro- 
fitable to direct. 





10 Whatfoever thy hand findeth to do, &c.) Now is the feafon 
for ftudying the principles of wifdom and virtue, for which thou wilt 
have no opportunity in the place whither thon art going, 

19 The words of wife men are heard in quiet, &c.| The modeft 
fpeeches of a wife man, delivered without noife, will be more re- 

cee than the moft clamerous and imperious language of a power- 

* £ul feol. 

X. 8 He that dipgeth a pit, &c.] It is very dangerous to purfue 
our own defires and pafticas, efpecially to the injury of our country, 
eft we fall into the pit chat we have digged for others. 

x1 The ferpent awill bite without enchantment, &c.| This alludes 
to the antient cuftom of charming ferpents with mufic, 

15 He knoweth not bow to go to the city.] He knows not even 
the moft trivial matters, that are as plain as the highway. 

16 And thy princes eat in the eee Indulge themfelves in 
pleafures, when they fhould attend the bufinefs of the Rate. 

Generat Rerreetrirons on Chap. 1X. X. 
We may obferve from thefe chapters, that though good and bad 
+ 


11 Surely the ferpent will bite without enchantment; 
and a babbler is no better. 

12 The words of a wife man’s mouth are gracious; 
but the lips of a fool will {wallow up himfelf. 

13 The beginning of the words of his mouth Zs 
foolifhnefs: and the end of his talk is mifchievous 
madnefs. . 

14 A fool alfo is full of words: a man cannot tell 
what fhall be; and what fhall be after him, who can 
tell him? 

15 The labour of the foolifh wearieth every one of 
them, becaufe he knoweth not how to go to the city. 

_ 16 Y Woe tothee, O land, when thy king is a child, 
and thy princes eat in the morning! : 

17 Bleffed art thou, O land, when thy king #s the 
fon of nobles, and thy princes eat in due feafon, for 
ftrength, and not for drunkennefs ! 

18 F By much flothfulnefs the building decayeth 5 
and through idlenefs of the hands the houfe droppeth 
through. 

19 q A feaft is made for laughter, and wine maketh 
merry: but money anfwereth all things. 

20 ¥ Curfe not the king, no not in thy thought; and 
curfe not the rich in thy bedchamber: for a bird of the 
air fhall carry the voice, and that which hath wings fhallk 


tell the matter. 

CHAP. XI. 

1 Exhortations to charitablenefs. 7 Death ought to be re- 
membered in life, 9 and the day of judgment in the days 
of youth. 

\AST thy bread upon the waters: for thou fhalt 
find it after many days. 

2 Give a portion to feven, and alfo to eight; for thou 
knoweft not what evil fhall be upon the earth. 

3 If the clouds be full of rain, they empty ¢hem/e/ves 
upon the earth: and if the tree fall toward the fouth, 
or toward the north, in the place where the tree falleth, 
there it fhall be. - 

4 He that obferveth the wind fhall not fow; and he 
that regardeth the clouds fhall not reap. 

5 As thou knoweft not what 7s the way of the {pirit, 
nor how the bones do grow in the womb of her that is 
with child: even fo thou knoweft not the works of God 
who maketh all. . : 

6 In the morning fow thy feed, and in the evening 
withhold not thine hand: for thou knoweft not whether 
thall profper, either this or that, or whether they both 
Joall be alike good. 

7 9 Truly the light is fweet, and a pleafant thing it 
as for the eyes to behold the fun : 

8 But if a man live many years, and rejoice in them 
all; yet Jet him remember the days of darknefs; for 
they fhall be many. All that cometh zs vanity. 

. 9 § Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let 
thy. heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk 
in the waysof thine heart, and in the fight of thine eyes: 
but know thou, that for all thefe rings God will bring 
thee into judgment. 

to Therefore remove forrow from thy heart, and 
put away evil from thy Heth: for childhood and youth 


are vanity. Pee 





events happen to all, yet juft men, and their actions, are in the 
hands of God; and that people and ftates are very unhappy when 
princes or magiftrates have not that wifdom which ig neceflary, or 
if they are addiéted to voluptuoufnefs. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XL ‘XIL 
XI, 1 Caf thy bread upon the waters, &c.] Implying, that our 


charity fhould be liberal, with willingnefs and chearfulnefs, and with- - 


out any profpect of advantage or requital. 

5 The way of the fpirit, &c.] It fhould be tranflated, The way 
of the wind. . 

g Rejoice, O young man, &c.] This feems to be fpoken ironically = 
Do fo, indulge thyfelf in youthful vanities, lufts, and other vices 5 
ftick at nothing to gratify thy vicious appetites: but take this along 
with thee, thou wilt, for fo doing, without repentance, perifh ever- 


laftingly. 
ey XI. 


3 Befo: 
CHRI 


Exhortations to charttablenefs, 
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The Creator to be remembered in due time. C HA P.. XII. 





The chief concern of man. 
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CHAP. XII. 
8 The preacher's 
. care to edify. 13 The general conclufton. 
a now thy Creator in the days of thy 
youth, while the evil days come not, nor the years 
draw nigh, when thou fhalt fay, I have no pleafure in 
them ; 

2 While the fun, or the light, or the moor, or the 
ftars, be not darkened, nor the clouds return after the 
rain: 

3 In the day when the keepers of the houfe fhall 
tremble, and the ftrong men fhail bow themfelves, and 
the grinders ceafe becaufe they are few, and thofe that 
look out of the windows be darkened, 

4 And the doors fhall be fhut in the ftreets, when 
the found of the grinding is low, and he fhall rife up at 
the voice of the bird, and all che daughters of mutick 
fhall be brought low; 

5 Alfo when they fhall be afraid: of .that which is 
high, and fears /ba// be in the way, and the almond tree 
fhall flourifh, and the grafhopper fhall be a burden, 


‘and defire fhall fail: becaufe man goeth to his long 


home, and the mourners go about the ftreets : 
6 Or ever the filver cord be loofed, or the golden 





XII. 1 Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth, &s.| The 
royal preacher‘here advifes thofe who are young to be religious in their 
early days, and not to defer the fervice of God, and the care of their 
fouls, in hopes of a long life, which may not be their lot. 

2 While the fur, or the light, or the moon.] Before the faculties and 
powers of the mind, the underftanding, the fancy, and the memory, be 
dimmed and obfcured. 

Nor the clouds return after the raiz.] This may be -tranflated, The 
clouds return, and after that the rain; i.e. there is a fueceffion of mi- 
fery, of grief, pain, or weaknefs, drawing on one another. 

39 4s 5» 6 In the day when the heepers of the houfe foall trembles &7) 
The decay of an old man, and his approaching to diffolution, is here 
beautifully deferibed under the image of a ruinous old houfe which can 
fiand no Jonger. By ‘the keepers of the houfe trembling,” we may 
wnderftand the arms and the hands, which are appointed for the guard 
and defence of the body, becoming feeble and paralytic. ‘ The 
firong men fhall bow themfelves,”” i. e. the back, thighs, and legs, in 
which the ftrength of man chiefly confifted, fhall bend and ftoop. 
¢« And the grinders,” the teeth, ¢¢ hall ceafe,’”’ “ and thofe that look 
out of the windows,” the eyes, *¢ be darkened.” ‘* The doors thall 
be fhut;” i.e. the lips thal! be clofed, by reafon of the falling of the 
teeth, and the voice become weak and feeble. <* And he fhall rife up 
at the voice of the bird ;’’ i.e. early in the morning, at cock-crow, 
for want of reft at night. ‘ And all the daughters of mufick, &c.” 
ie. the ears fhall be dull of hearing. ‘* They hall be afraid of that 
which is high, &c.” any hillock or rifing ground at which they may 
fiumble, or any eminence from which they may fall. ‘* And the almond 





bowl be broken, or the pitcher be broken at the foun. 


tain, or the wheel broken at the ciftern. ; 
7 Then fhiall the duft retiirn to the earth as it was: 
and the fpirit thall return unto God who gave it. 


Before 
HRISS: 
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8 4 Vanity of vanities, -faith the preacher; all is. 


vanity. _ | 

_9 Arid moreover, becaufe the preacher was wife, he 
ill taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good 
heed, and fought out, and fet in order many proverbs. 

10 The preacher fought to find out acceptable 
words: and that which was written was upright, even 
words of truth. : 

11 The words of the wife are as goads, and as nails 
faflened dy the mafters of affemblies, which are given 
from one fhepherd. 

12 And further, by thefe, my fon, be admonifhed : 
of making many books fhere is no end; and much ftudy 
7s a wearinefs of the flefh. . 

13 4 Let us hear the conclufion of the whole mat- 
ter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this 
is the whole duty of man, : 

14 For God fhall bring every work into judgment, 
Ae voy {ecret thing, whether it de good, or whether 
zt be evils 


tree fhall flourifh 3” i.e. the head fliall grow hoary like the bidffoms. 
“And the grafhopper fhall be a burden;” the whole body, being 
dried, fhrunk, and withered, fhall find even a grafhopper troublefome, 
and fhall be uneafy to itfelf. ‘* And deéfire fhall fail ;” i. e. all forts 
of appetite. By * the filver cord,” is probably mcant the marrow of 
the back-bone and the nerves of the body, which are faid to be loofen- 
ed when they can no longer perforin their office of conveying fenfation 
to the foul. By ‘the golden bowl,’ the membrane that inclofes the 
heart, which may be faid to be broken when its natural tone and elaf- 
ticity is deflroyed. ** The pitcher, broken at the fountain ;” i.¢. the 
large arterics and veins near the heart, which convey the blood to and 
fro from the principal organ of life, and may juitly be deemed the 
fountain of motion, in which the animal life confifts. *¢ The wheek 
broken ar the ciftern :” by *¢ the whcel’’ may be meant the great artery 
annexed to the left ventricle of the heart ; and by «* the ciftern,” the 
left ventricle itfelf. my Se 

13 This is the whole duty of man.) Or; the all of man; i.e. the 
all a he has to truft to; his great concern, his only way to hap- 
pinefs. 

Generaw Rerrecrions on Chap. XI. XII. 

We are hence taught to be liberal to the neceffitous, to rely on God 


tf’ and his providence, being perfuaded that he will never abandon thofe 


who love and ferve him; and by the defcription given us of the in- 
firmities of old age, we are led to fee that youth is the beft and moft 
acceptable time to devote ourfelves to God, before the powers of na-~ 
ture decay ; therefore while it is called to day let us beg of God to 
give ws grace to work out our own falvation with fear and trembling. 
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The SONG of SOLOMON. 





THE ARGUMENT. : 
This book (collected, among others, by Ezra, after the Babyhinifh captivity) has generally been confidered as a typical 


defcription of the union of Chrift and his Church, under the form of a dramatic paftoral poen. 


This fentiment, eitte 


braced by the Fews, was adopted by all the Chriftian fathers, who lived in the firft four centuries ; all of whom con= 
fidered it as pointing out the union that was to take place, iz a ee Jeufe, between Chrift and his church. 
0 


Proteftant divines have beer unanimous in the fame opinion 3 and bift 
that the bold and _ftriking figures bo be met with i this poem cannot be applied to any other 


yp Patrick, in particular, has made it appear, 
Ht but the 


Divine Being. This poem bas been blefféd to many who have coufidered it in a fpiritual fenfe, which it would not, 
bad it been written by a profane perfor for profane purpofes. It feems to have been written by Solomon in bis ad- 


vanced age, when he began to take a view of the 


effial’s kingdom, and trufted for falvation in that Redeemer, 


who was the defire of all nations, and who was to be manifefied in due time, 





CHAP. L 


Before 
CHRIST 1 ‘The church's love unto Chrift: 5 fhe prayeth to be direéted 


Jorg. 


to bis flock. 8 Chrift Girecteth her to the /bepherd’s 
tents: 9 and Jbewing his love to her, 11 giveth her gra~ 
cious promifes. 12 They congratulate one another. 





SOU NEN TARY ND The exprell on CHAP. I. II. III. 
_ 4. 1 The fang of fongs, &c.}] The expreflion, The fong of fongs,”’ 
is an Hebaiin, TS ignites, The moft excellent fon e as “ The 
holy of holies,” is, The molt holy and ‘* King of kings,” The 
greateft king. 
No. 46. 


a fong of fongs, which zs Solomon’s. 


Before 


2 Let him kifs me with the kiffes of his CHRIST! 
4S 


mouth: for thy love zs better than wine. 
3 Becaufe of the favour of thy good ointments thy 
name 





2 Let him kife me, &c.] This f{peech is delivered by Solomon, in 
the perfon of the virgin daughter of Sion; i.e. the church, whom he 
here introduces wifhing, in the moft paffionate ftrain, for fome token of 
the Jove of her gieat bridegroom, the prince of peace. 


6X 5 Zz 


lor 





Before’ name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the vir- 


CHRIST 


1014. 


gins love thee. 

4 Draw me, we will run after thee: the king hath 
brought me into his chambers: we will be glad and re- 
joice in thee, we will remember thy love more than 
wine : the upright love thee. 

5 § lam black, but comely, O ye daughters of Jeru- 
falem, as the tents of Kedar, asthe curtains of Solomon, 

6 Look not upon me, becaufe I am black, becaufe 
the fun hath looked upon me: my mother’s children 
were angry with me; they nmuade me keeper of the vine- 
yards ; buf mine own vineyard have I not kept. 

7 ¥ Tell me, O thou whom my. foul Joveth, where 
thou feedeft, where thou makeft thy flock to reft atnoon: 
for why fhould I be as one that turneth afide by the 
flocks of thy companions? 

8 ¢ If thou know not, O thou faireft among wo- 


men, go thy way forth by the footfteps of the flock, 


and feed thy kids befide the fhepherds’ tents. 

9 7 I have compared thee, O my love, toa company 
of horfes in Pharaoh’s chariots. 

1o Thy cheeks are comely with rows of jewels, thy 
neck with chains of gold. 

a1 G We will make thee borders of gold with ftuds 
of filver. 

12 J While the king /iteth at his table, my fpike- 
nard fendeth forth the fmell thereof. 

13 A bundle of myrrh is my wellbeloved unto me; 
he fhall lie all night betwixt my breafts. 

14 My beloved is unto me asa clufter of camphire 
in the vineyards of En-gedi. 

15 Behold, thou art fair, my love ; behold, thou art 
fair ; thou 4aft doves’ eyes. 

16 Behold, thou art fair, my beloved, yea, pleafant: 
alfo our bed fs green. 

17 The beams of our houfe are cedar, and our raf- 
ters of fir. 

CHAP. I. 

1 The mutual love of Chrift and his church. 8 Her hope, 
10 and calling. 14 Chrif?’?s care of the church. 16 The 
profeffion of the church, her faith and hope. 

Am the rofe of Sharon, azzd the lily of the valleys. 

2 As the lily among thorns, fo zs my love among 
the daughters. 

3 As the apple tree among the trees of the wood, fo 
is my beloved among the fons, I fat down under his 
fhadow with great delight, and his fruit was {weet to 
my tafte. . 

4 He brought me to the banquetting houfe, and his 
banner over me was love. 

5 Stay me with flagons, comfort me with apples: 
for I am fick of love. < . 

6 His left hand 7s under my head, and his right 


_ hand doth embrace me. 


7 [charge you, O ye daughters of Jerufalem, by 
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye fir not 
up, nor awake my love, till he pleafe. 

8 {| The voice of my beloved! behold, he cometh 
Jeaping upon the mountains, fkipping upon the hills. 





5 J am black, but comely, &c.| This is an allegorical expreffion, 
meaning, that every man, being a finner, both by nature and praftice, 
may be called black; but is comely, beautiful, and lovely, when 
his fins are pardoned, and he is reconciled, as an obje€t of favour to 


14 In the vineyards of En-gedi.] It fhould be tranflated, Fhe balm- 
trees of En-gedi. 

Il. 5 Comfort me with apples, &c.] Read, oranges. 

11, 12 For, lo, the winter is paft, &c.] This may be applied to 
the ilate of all true Chriftians, in whom, after the wintry clouds of 
error, ignorance, and wickednefs are difperfed, all the tokens of a 
new world appear, inviting them to partake of the pleafures pro- 
duced by the nearer approaches of the fun of rightcoufnefs, who 
caufes fach abundant bletings to fpring up in their fouls, that bein 
now at peace with the once offended Majefty of heaven, they loo 
vpon all their affiGions as paft, and rejoice in the God of their falva- 
tion. 

III. 1 By night om my bed, &c.} I have long fearched for him, 
who, from the defcriptions given of ‘him by the prophets, is become 
the beloved of my foul; yet after all, their predictions are only 

z 


The mutual love of Chrift and his church. SOLLOMON’sSONG. The church glorieth in Chrift, 


9 My beloved is likea roe, or a young hart: behold, Refore 
he ftandeth behind our wall, he looketh forth at the C#R'sT 
windows, fhewing himfelf through the lattice. a 

10 4{ My beloved fpake, and fatd unto me, Rife up, 
my love, my fair one, and come away. 

11 For, lo, the winter is pait, the rain is overand gone; 

12 The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the 
finging of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land ; 

13 The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, and the 
vines with the tender grape givea good {fmell. Arife, 
my love, my fair one, and come away. 

14 FY Omy dove, shaé art in theclefts of the rock, 
in the fecret places of the flairs, let me fee thy counte- 
nance, let me hear thy voice; for fweet is thy voice, 
and thy countenance 7s comely. , 

15 Take us the foxes, the little foxes, that fpoil the 
vines: for our vines Save tender grapes. 

16 & My beloved is mine, and 1 am his: he feedeth 
among the lilies. 

17 Until the day break, and the fhadows flee away, 
turn, my beloved, ancl be thou like a roe or a young 
hart upon the mountains of Bether. 


CHAP. Il. 


1 The church’s fight and victory in temptation 16 The 
church glorieth in Chrift. ‘ 
B* night on my bed J fought him whom my foul 
loveth: I fought him, but 1 found him not. 

2 I will rife now, and go abont the cityin the fireets, 
and in the broad ways I will feek him whom my foul 
loveth: I fought him, but I found him not. 

3 The watchmen that go about the city found me: 
to whom I faid, Saw ye him whom my foul loveth? 

4 itwas but a little that I paffed from them, but I 
found him whom my foul loveth: I held him, and 
would not let him go, until I had brought him into 
my mother’s houfe, and into the chamber of her thae 
conceived me. - 

5 I-charge you, O ye daughters of Jerufalem, by 
the roes, and by the hinds of the field, that ye flir not 
up, nor awake my love, till he pleafe. 

6 YF Whois this that cometh out of the wildernefs 
like pillars of fmoke, perfumed with myrrh and frank- —- 
incenfe, with all powders of the merchant? 

7 Behold his bed, which zs Solomon’s; threefcore 
valiant men are about it, of the valiant of Ifrael. 

8 They all hold fwords, deimg expert in war: every 
man 4ath his {word upon his thigh becaufe of fear in 
the night. 

9 King Solomon made himfelf a chariot of the wood 
of Lebanon. — : 

to He made the pillars thereof of filver, the bottom 
thereof of gold, the covering of it of purple, the midit 
thereof being paved with love, for the daughters of 
Jerufalem. 

rt Go forth, O ve daughters of Zion, and behold 
king Solomon with the crown wherewith his mother 
crowned him in the day of his efpoufals, and in the day 
of the gladnefs of his heart. 

: CHAP. 








fhadows of him, infufficient to convey an adequate idea of his matchlefs 
beauty. 

3 The watchmen that go about the city, &c.] By ** the watchmen’? 
Solomon feems to mean the prophets ; and by ‘* the city,” the whole 
church of Chrift. 

6 Who is this that cometh out of the wildernef, &c.] This is 
figurative of the church, which, by the divine favour, emerges out of 
her barren ftate of infidelity, to depend on Chrift alone for every 
bleffing. 

Genweravt RerrectTions on Chap. LID IT 


We learn from hence, that if we are real, and not merely nominal Chrif- 
tians, the Lord of glory will live in us, and walk in us by his holy. 
Spirit ; that we are united toour Redeemer by fuch bonds of love, as 
neither the wrath of man, nor the rage of devils, can ever fruftrate or 
render abortive. That as the church 1s the fpoufe, and the divine Re- 
deemer the hufband; fo there fhould fubfiit a reciprocal and the mott 
fervent love from believers to Chrift, which fhould appear in every 
poffible means to promote his caufe, who willin the end crown them 


with glory, honour, and immortality. 
: COMMENTARY 


a CHAP. Wy, 
c i Chrift fetteth forth the graces of the church: 8 he fheweth 
Be Bik tee fo Be 16 Fhe church prayeth to be a Jit 
for bis prefence. . 
2 EHOLD, thou art fair, my love; behold, thou 
art fair; thou Saf doves’ eyes within thy locks: 
thy hair is as a lock of goats, that appear from mount 
Gilead. : 

2 Thy teeth are like a flock of fheep that are even 
fhorn, whichcome up from the wathing; whereof every 
one bear twins, and none /s barren among them. 

3 Thy lips are like a thread of fcarlet, and thy fpeech 
is comely : thy temples are like a piece of a pomegra- 
nate within thy locks, 

4 Thy neck és like the tower of David builded for 
an armoury, whereon there hang a thonfand bucklers, 
all fhields of mighty men. 

5 Thy two breatts are like two young roes that are 
twins, which feed among the lilies. 

6 Until the day break, and the ihadows flee away, I 
will get me to the mountain of myrrh, and to the hill 
of frankincenfe. , 

7 Thou art all fair, my love; there is no fpot in 
thee. : 

8 ¢ Come with me from Lebanon, my fpoufe, with 
me from Lebanon: look from the top of Amana, from 
the top of Shenir and Hermon, from the lions’ dens, 
from the mountains of the leopards. 

9 Thou haft ravifhed my heart, my fitter, my fpoufe; 
thou haft ravifhed my heart with one of thine eyés,with 
one chain of thy neck. 

10 How fair is thy love, my fiter, my fpoufe! how 
much better is thy love than wine! and the fmell of 
thine ointments than all fpices! 

11 Thy lips, O my fpoufe, drop as the honeycomb: 
honey and milk are under thy tongue: and the f{mell 
of thy garments 7s like the fmell of Lebanon. 

12 A garden inclofed is my fifter, my fpoufe; a {pring 
fhut up, a fountain fealed. 

ig Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with 
pleafant fruits; camphire, with {pikenard. 

14 Spikenard and faffron; calamus and cinnamon, 
with all trecs of frankincenfe; myrrh and aloes, with 
all the chief fpices : 

1s A fountain of gardens, a well of living waters, 
and ftreams from Lebanon. 

16 Y Awake, O north wind; and come, thou fouth ; 


blow upon my garden, shat the {pices thereof may flow 


out. Let my beloved come into his garden, and eat 
his pleafant fruits. 
CHAP. V. 
1 Chriff awaketh the church with his calling. 
church having a tafte of Chrif’s love ts fick of love. 9 
A defeription of Chrift by bis graces. 
| Am come into my garden, my fifter, my {poufe : I 
. have gathered my myrrh with my fpice; I have 
eaten my honeycomb with my honey; I have drunk my 
wine with my milk: eat, O friends; drink, yea drink 
abundantly, O beloved. 


2 Qf Ifleep, but my heart waketh: 7¢ 7s the voice of 


my beloved that knocketh, /aying, Open to me, my 
fitter, my love, my dove, my undefiled: for my head 
is filled with dew, and my locks with the drops of the 
night. 

a I have put off my coat; how fhall I put it on? I 
have wafhed my feet; how thall I defile them? 


a SAS 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IV. V. VI, 


IV. 1 Behold, thou art fair, &c.] The fpoufe of the church is here 
comfortably affured of her being amiable in the eyes of him whom no 
beauty can pleafe, but that which is divine. 

13 Camphire, &c.| ‘The margin reads, cyprefs. 

14. Aloes, &c.] ‘The wood of aloes, which is of an agreeable f{mell. 

16 davake, O north wind, &c.J] O let not the infpirations of thy 
holy Spirit be wanting to me, bat breathe perpetually upon me, as the 
north and fouth winds do upon this garden; for then thal! J fill the 
world with the fweet odour of Chrift. 

V. 2 t fleep, but my beart waketh, &c.] Solomon reprefents 












2 Tbe | 


.4 My beloved put in his hand by the hole of the 


door, and my bowels were moved for him. e 


5 I rofe up to open to my beloved ; and my hands 
dropped with myrrh, and my fingerswth fweet {melling 
myrrh, upon the handles of the lock. 

6 I opened to my beloved; but my beloved had 
withdrawn himfelf, and was gone: my foul failed when 
he fpake : I fought him, but I could not find him; I 
called him, but he gave me no anfwer. 

7 The watchmen that went about the city found me, 
they fmote me, they wounded me; the keepers of the 
walls took away my veil from me. 


8 Icharge you, O daughters of Jerufalem, if ye find 


my beloved, that ye tell him, that] am fick of love. 

9 { What is thy beloved more than another beloved, 
O thou faireft among women? what js thy beloved 
more than another beloved, that thou doft fo charge us? 

10 My beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeit 
among ten thoufand. 

11 His head /s as the moft fine gold, his locks are 
bufhy, and black as a raven. 

12 His eyes are as the eyes of doves by the rivers of 
waters, wafhed with milk, and fitly fet. 

13 His cheeks are as a bed of {pices, as {weet flowers: 
his lips /£e lilies, dropping fwect fmelling myrrh. 

14 His hands ave as gold rings fet with the beryl: 
his belly 7s as bright ivory overlaid with fapphires. 

15 His legs are as pillars of marble, fet upon fockets 
of fine gold: his countenance is as Lebanon, excellent 
as the cedars. 

16 His mouth zs moft {weet : yea, he zs altogether 
lovely. This zs my beloved, and this zs my friend, O 
daughters of Jerufalem. 

CHAP. VI. 

1 The. church profeffeth her faith in Chrif. 4 Chrift 
Sbeweth the graces of the church, 10 and his love tom 
ward her, 

Ve is thy beloved gone, O thou faireft 

among women? whither is thy beloved turned 
afide? that we may feek him with thee. 

2 My beloved is gone down into his garden, to the 
beds of {pices, to feedin the gardens, and to gather lilies, 

3 1 am my beloved’s, and my beloved 3s mine: he 
feedeth among the lilies. 

4 9 Thou art beautiful, O my love, as Tirzah, 
comely as Jerufalem, terrible as an army with banners. 

5 Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have 
overcome me: thy hair 7s as a flock of goats that ap- 
pear from Gilead. 


6 Thy teeth are as a flock of fheep, which go up 


.from the wafhing, whereof every one beareth twins, 


and there is not one barren among them. 

7 “As a piece of a pomegranate are thy temples 
within thy locks. : 

8 There are threefcore queens and fourfcore concu-— 
bines, and virgins without number. 

9 My dove, my undefiled is but one; fhe is the only 
one of her mother, fhe /s the choice one of her that bare 
her. The daughters faw her, and bleffed her; yea, the 
queens and the concubines, and they praifed her. 

10 Y Who is fhe that looketh forth as the morning, 
fair as the moon, clear as the fun, and terrible as az 
army with banners? 

11 I went down into the garden of nuts to fee the 
fruits of the valley, end to fee whether the vine fou- 
rifhed, and the pomegranates budded. 

12 Or 


_—_—_—_——— 


himfelf as having loft that clear fight of the Meffiah he enjoyed in the 


.preceding vifion, but, falling into a trance, fancied he heard his voice 


{peaking to his fpoufe, whom Solomon conceives to be in the fame 
melancholy condition with himfelf. 

V1. 1 Whither is thy beloved gone, &c.] The daughters of Je- 
rafalem (pious Chriftians) here juftify what the fpoufe had faid in the 
conclufion of the former chapter, declaring themfelves in love with him 
whom fhe had fo beautifully defcribed. : 

2 My belowed is gone down into bis garden, &c.] The bride replies, 
that he was gone to that garden he himfelf hath planted; the hearts of 
his obedient people, where he delights to refide, 


Gangrak 


The graces of the church. - CHAP. IV. V. VL Chrift’s love of his church. 
Se ee RP a 


Before 


HRIST 


2014. 


CHRISF . a 
4014. chariots of Ammi-nadib. 





The graces of the church.. 
tz Or ever I was aware, my foul made me /ike the 


© Shulamite; return, return, 
fae oar eck aipien thee. What will ye fee in the 
j it were the company of two armies. 
Shulamite ? As cs ea . 
i defeription of the church's Graces. 10 The 
: pe He ofefith her faith and defire. ae 
OW beautiful are thy feet with fhoes, O priiice’s 
daughter! the joints of thy thighs are like 
sewels, the work of the hands of a cunning workman. 
Th navel is ike around goblet, which wanteth 
noe anor : thy belly zs /zke an heap of wheat-fet about 


eT io breafts are like two young roes that ave 


to ivory; thine eyes like 
j js as a tower of ivory; thine eycs | 
th Shoot Hefhbon, by the gate of Bath-rabbim: 
the aie js as the tower of Lebanon which looketh to- 
ee ea upon thee Zs like Carmel, and the 
hai of thine head like purple; the king zs held in the 


ey fair and how pleafant art thou, O love, for 


; ! 
oe ans thy ftatare is like to a palm tree, and thy 


2 rapes. 2 
Me eal gee the palm tree, I will take 
Hold of the boughs thereof : now alfo thy breafts fhall 
be as clufters of the vine, and the {mell of thy nofe like 
ve h like the beft wine for 

he roof of thy mouth li f 
m Fees chat goeth down ou caufing the lips 
fleep to fpeak. . 
coaa ae beloved’s, and his defire zs toward me. 
11 Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the field ; 
in the villages. a 
were pees eaty to the vineyards; Tet us fee 
if the vine flourifh, wether the tender grape appear, 
tnd the pomegranates bud forth : there willl give thee 
my loves. 4 evel Per eenae 
drakes give a fimell, and a gat 
he oy niceee OE plete fruits, new and old, which 
¥ have laid up for thee, O my beloved. 
gern a A AAA AS ee a SE A A EY 
Generav RereecTrons on Chap. IV. V. VI. 


. thefe chapters is, that we be made fen- 
Tecate Cian to ; penitent finner, as the fmiles 
Ea racious Redeemer; that it is the duty of thofe who profefs 
Ckrihaniess to adorn their profeffion by a holy life, and not grieve 
their Almighty Father and Benefactor ; and laftly, we may pocave 

7 hat a compaffionate manner Chrift Ieads his fincere difciples 
th 5 h this world, by filling their minds with divine love, fo as to 
facpard them under all afflictions, till at laft he brings them to his 


heavenly kingdom in glory, 
COMMENTARY anp NOTES ow CHAP. VII. VIII. 


Vulgate reads, The hair of 
th ftripes. 


VI. Thine head upan thee, &c.) | 
your hes as the king’s purple lack wi 


ik . d, oranges. ae 
~ PT eal abo, Bee] This denotes the clofe and inti- 


mate love and affettion which fubfifts between Chrift and his mem- 


bers 1 O that thow wert as my brother, &c.] The Chaldee 


7 be : 
Baik interprets this to relate to the time when the Meffiah thall 


But the literal fenfe of 


ISAIAH. 





. Chrift’s coming prayed for. 


CHAP. VIII 


1 The love of the church to Chrif. 8 The calling of theCH 1 


Gentiles. 14 The church prayeth for Chrift’s coming. 
That thou wert as my brother, that fucked the 
breafts of my mother! when I fhould find thee 

without, I would kifs thee; yca, I fhould not be 
defpifed. 

2 I would lead thee, and bring thee into my mother’s 
houfe, whe would inftrué me: I would caufe thee to 
drink of fpiced wine of the juice of my pomegranate. 

3 His left hand /hould be under my head, and his 
right hand fhould embrace me. 

4 Icharze you, O daughters of Jerufalem, that ye 
flir not up, nor awake my love, until he pleafe. 

5 Who Zs this that cometh up from the wildernefs, 
Feaning upon her beloved? I raifed thee up under the 
apple trec: there thy mother brought thee forth: there 
fhe brought thee forth that bate thee. 

6 F Set meas a feal upon thine heart, as a feal opon 
thine arm: for love js itrong as death ; jealoufy is cruel 
as the grave: the coats thereof are coals of fire, cwhich 
hath a moft vehement fiame. 

7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can the 
floods drown it: if a man would give all the fubftance 
of his houfe for love, it would utterly be contemned. 

8 ¥ We havea little fitter, and fhe hath no breatts < 
what fhall we do for our fifter in the day when fhe fhalf 
be fpoken for? “ae 

9 If the de a wall, we will build upon her a palace 
of filver : andif fhe bea door, we will inclofe her with 
boards of cedar. = 

10 lama wall, and my breafts like towers: then 
was I in his eyes as one that found favour. we ee 

11 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamon; he let 


out the vineyard unto keepers ; every one for the fruit 


thereof was to bring a thonfand pieces of filver. 

12 My vineyard, which 7s mine, 7s before me: thous 
O Solomon, mu/? have a thoufand, and thofe that keep 
the fruit thereof two hundred. 

13 Thou that dwelleft in the gardens, the compa- 
nions hearken to thy voice: caufe me to hear z¢, 

14 G Make hafte, my beloved, and be thou Hke 
to a roe orto a young hart upon the mountains of 


fpices. 


the words may be applied to the open profeffion of Chriftianity with 
the greateft confidence and fecurity, nothing being more innocent and 


harmlefs than the love and fervice wherein it engages its difciples to 
their great Lord and matter. 


8 We have alittle ffler, &c.} This alludes te the converfion of the 


Gentiles. 
14, Make hafie, my beloved, &c.] Make all pollible {peed to fave 


us; and. perfeét thy loving kindnefs towards us, O thou kind Redeemer 


of the fons of men }. 


Generar Rerreerrons on Chap. VII, VIL. 


We learn in general from this beautiful poem, that as onr firft pa- 
rents lived in a garden before and when they offended God; fo 
likewife a garden is here, and in other places of facred wrir, 
chofen as ‘fs place wherein to difplay the great love of God to 
mankind. And that though the name of God is not mentioned in 
this book, yet the love of Chrift to the fallen race of Adam is 
here pointed out in as ftriking a manner as the providence of God 
was evidenced towards the Jews. Let us therefore biefs God, that he 
has been pleafed to leave upon record this facred book, in which 
we fce the endearing relation that takes place between Chrift and 


his church. 


The Book: of the Prophet ISAIAH. 





— 


TFHE ARGUMENT. 


Haiah has been always called by Chriftian divines the evang 


his church than the others, and deferi 
minutely as if be had been an eye-witnefs of the events. 
Jorth the glories of the gofpel difpenfation. The 
and brother of king Amaziah ; that he began to prop 
by king Manaffeh, 698 years before Chriff. He foret 


old the captivity of the Fews, and the afflictions they 
5 


elical prophet, becaufe he fpeaks more clearly of Chrift and 
cribes every circumftance relating to the humiliation and fuffering of the Mefiah as 
Nothing can exceed the Sublimity of bis language, in fetting 
Jews affirm, that this great prophet was the fon of king Foafb, 
ely in the laft year of king Uzziah, and that he was put to death 


ould fuffer = 
br 


Ifaiah complaineth of Fudah’s rebellion. CHAP. I. 


he alfo pointed out their return with the utmoft clearnefs and precifion. 


Before 


CHRIST ; 


760. 


this facred book relates to the ftate of the Chriftian church refpeting both Fews and Gentiles, and the infinite bap~ 


pinefs that would refult from a lively faith in the promifed Meffiah. 


tations, reproofs, and threatenings. 


= 








CHAP. I. . 

1 Iaiah complaineth of Fudah’s rebellion: § ber judgments 
lamented: 10 he upbraideth their whole fervice, @c. 
HE viGon of Ifaiah, the fon of Amoz, which 
he faw concerning Judah and Jerufalem in the 
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 

kiah, kings of Judah. 
2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the 


- Lorp hath fpoken, I have nourifhecl and brought up 


children, and they have rebelled againft me. 

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs his mafter’s 
crib: but Wrael doth not know, my people doth not 
confider. : 

4 Ah finful nation, a people Jaden with iniquity, a 
feed of evil doers, children that are corrupters: they 
have forfaken the Lorn, they have provoked the Holy 
One of Ifrael unto anger, they are gone away backward. 

5 Why thould ye be ftricken any more? ye will re- 
volt more and more: the whole head is fick, and the 
whole heart faint. 

6 From the fole of the foot even unto the head there 
is no foundnefs in it ; ut wounds, and bruifes, and pu- 
trifying fores: they have not been clofed, neither 
bound up, neither mollified with ointment. 

7 Your country is defolate, your cities are burned 
with fire; your land, ftrangers devour it in your pre- 
fence, and rf is defolate, as overthrown by ftrangers. 

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a 
vineyard, as alodge ina garden of cucumbers, as a be- 
fieged city. 

9 Except the Lorp of hofts had left unto us a very 
{mall remnant, we fhould have been as Sodom, and we 
fhould have been like unto Gomorrah. 

10 J Hear the word of the Lorp, ye rulers of So- 
dom; give ear unto the law of our God, ye people of 
Gomorrah. ; 

11 To what purpofe 7s the multitude of your facri- 
fices unto me? faith the Lorn: I am full of the burnt 
offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beafts ; and I de- 
light not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of 
he goats. 

x12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath 
required this at your hand, to tread my courts? 

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incenfe is an abo- 
mination unto me; the new moons and fabbaths, the 
calling of affemblies, I cannot away with; /t zs iniquity, 
even the folemn meeting. 

14 Your new moons and your appointed fealts my 
foul hateth: they are a trouble unto me; I am weary 
to bear them. 

15 And when ye fpread forth your hands, I will hide 
mine eyes from you: yea, when ye make many prayers, 
1 will not hear: your hands are full of blood. 

16 4 Wath you, make you clean; put away the evil 
of your doings from before mine eyes; ceafe to do 
evil; 

17 Learn to do well; feek judgment, relieve the 
oppreffed, judge the fatherlefs, plead for the widow. 

18 Come now, and let us reafon together, faith the 
Lorp: though your fins be as fearlet, they fhall be as 
white as fnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they 
fhall be as wool. 
Fee a 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. Il. 


I, 2, 3 Hear, O heavens, &c.] I call heaven and earth to teftify 
againft you, for your abominable impiety, idolatry and ingratitude; 
fecing the moft ftupid of the brute creation are more fenfible of theirs 
muafter’s kindnefs than you are of the goodnefs of God, who has for 
fo many ages followed you both with miracles and mercies. 

10,11 Hear the word, &c.} Ye elders of Urael, whofe crimes are 
equal to thofe of the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorral, hear a 

Na. 46. 


There is a great deal of firength in his exbor- 


SSS 


A prophecy of Chrift’s kingdom. 


But the moft noble and interefling part of. 


19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat the Before 


good of the land: 

zo But if ye refufe and rebel, ye fhall be devoured 
with the fword: for the mouth of the Lorp hath 
fpoken i2. : 

21 J How is the faithful city become an harlot! it 
was full of judgment ; righteoufnefs lodged in it ; but 
now murderers, : 

22 Thy filver is become drofs, thy wine mixed with 
water, 

23 Thy princes are rebellious, and companions of 
thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after re- 
wards: they judge not the fatherlefs, neither doth the 
caufe of the widow come unto them. 

24 Therefore faith the Lord, the Lorp of hofts, the 
mighty one of Hrael, Ah, I will eafe me of mine adver 
farics, and avenge me of mine enemies: 

25 And 1 willturn my hand upon thee, and purely 
purge away thy drofs, and take away all thy tin : 

26 And I will reftore thy judges as at the firtt, and 
thy counfellers as at the beginning: afterward thou fhalt 
be called, The city of righteoufnefs, the faithful city. 

27 Zion fhall be redeemed with judgment, and her 
converts with righteouinefs. 

28 GF And the deftruction of the tranfgreffors and of 
the finners /ha/l be together, and they that forfake the 
Loro fhall be confumed. 

29 For they thall be afhamed of the oaks which ye 
have defired, and ye fhall be confounded for the 
dens that ye have chofen. 


30 For ye fhall be as an oak whofe leaf fadeth, and , 


as a garden that hath no water. , 
31 And the ftrong fhall bé as tow, and the maker of 


it as a fpark, and they fhall both burn together, and: 


none fhaJl quench them. 


CHAP. HW. 
1 Vaiah bis prophecy of Chrift’s kingdom. 6 Wickednefs is 
the caufe why God hath forfaken his people. 10 He 
warneth them of the terrible day of the LORD. 


HE word that Ifaiah the fon of Amoz faw con~ 
cerning Judah and Jernfalem. 

2 And it fhall come to pafsin the laft days, thatthe 
mountain of the Lorn’s houfe fhall be effablifhed in 
the top of the mountains, and fhall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations thall fow unto it. 

3 And many people fhall go and fay, Come ye, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the Lorp, to the houfe 
of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion fhall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lorp from Jeru- 
falem. 

4 And he ihali judge among the nations, and fhall 
rebuke many people; and they fhall beat their fwords 
into plowfhares, and their fpears into pruninghooks: 
nation fhall not lift up fword againft nation, neither 
fhall they learn war any more. . 

5 O houfe of Jacob, come ye, and let us walk in the 
light of the Lorp. 

6 ( Therefore thou haft forfaken thy people the 
houfe of Jacob, becaufe they be replenifhed from the 

eaft, 





defcription from God of your profanenefs, hypocrify, and injuftices 
and his juft denunciations againft you. 

21 Hoaw is the faithful city, &c.] Confider the enormous wickednefs 
that now abounds in Jerufalem, and compare it with its former ftate 
‘during the reigns of foie of its pious kings. 

Il. 2 And it fhall come to pafs, &¢.} In the times of the gofpel dif- 
penfation, the Chriftian religion fhall not only be firmly eftablifhed, 
after the refurre@tion of the Meffiah, but no dittin€tions fhall be made 
concerning the places where churches fhajl be built. 

6¥ 10, 113 Enter 


gar 


CHRIST 


7160. 


The calamities coming upon Fudah, 


Before eafl, and are foothfayers like the Philiftines, and they 


CHRIST 


76o. 


pleafe themfelves in the children of ftrangers. 

4 Their land alfo is full of filver and gold, neither 
is there any end of their treafures ; their Jand is alfo full 
of horfes, neither zs there any end of their chariots: 

8 Their land alfo is full of idols; they worfhip the 
work of their own hands, that which their own fingers 
have made: i 

And the mean man boweth down, and the great 
man humbleth himfelf: therefore forgive them not. 

10 ¥ Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the duft, 
for fear of the Lorp, and for the glory of his majefty. 

11 The lofty looks of man fhall be humbled, and 
the haughtinefs of men fhall be bowed down, and the 
Lorp alone fhall be exalted in that day. : 

12 For the day of the Lorn of hofis /ba/l be upon 
every one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one 
that is lifted up; and he fhall be brought low: 

13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are 
high and lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bafhan, 

14 And upon all the high mountains, and upon all 
the hills that are lifted up, 

15 And upon every high tower, and upon every 
fenced wall, 

16 And upon all the fhips of Tarfhifh, and upon all 
pleafant pictures. 

17 And the loftinefs of man fhall be bowed down, 
and the haughtinefs of men hall be made low: and 
the Lorp alone fhal! be exalted in that day. 

18 And the idols he fhall utterly abolifh. 

19 And they fhall go into the holes of the rocks, 
and into the caves of the earth, for fear of the Lorp, 
and for the glory of his majefty, when he arifeth to 
thake terribly the earth. 2 

20 In that day a man fhall caft his idols of filver, 
and his idols of gold, which they made cach one for him- 
{elf to worfhip, to the moles and to the bats ; 

21 To go into the clefts of the rocks, and into the 
tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lorp, and for 
the glory of his majefty, when he arifeth to fhake ter- 
vibly the earth. 

e2 Ceafe ye from man, whofe breath zs in his nof- 
trils: for wherein is he to be accounted of? 


CHAP. III. 


1 The calamities coming upon Fudah. g The people's im- 
pudency. 12 The oppreffion of the rulers. 16 Fudgments 
Jor women’s pride. 25 The general deflation. 

OR, behold, the Lord, the Lorn of hofts, doth 

take away from Jernfalem and from Judah the 
itdy and the ftaff, the whole itay of bread, and the 
whole ftay of water, 

2 The mighty man, and the man of war, the judge, 
and the prophet, and the prudent, and the ancient, 

3 The captain of fifty, and the honourable man, and 
the counfeller, and the cunning artificer, and the elo- 
quent orator. : 

And I] will give children 0 de their princes, and 
babes fhall rule over them. 

5 And the people fhall be oppreffed, every one by 
another, and every one by his neighbour: the child 
{hall behave himfelf proudly againft the ancient, and 
the bafe againit the honourable. 

6 When a man fhall take hold of his brother of 





_ 10,41 Enter into the rock, and hide thee, &c.|) Seek for a place 
of fecurity, where you may efcape my awful vengeance, but as that 
cannot be, humble yourfelves, for your pride and other fins, and turn 
to the Lord with penitent hearts, that his judgment may not fall upon 
your guilty heads. 
Generar Rerrsctions on Chap. Lin - 
Thefe chapters point out to us, that it is in vain to pay public worfhip 
to Gad, and attend, in religious affemblies, while we live in habitual 
fin; for God abhors fuch wortfhip ; and we fhould obferve; on the 
other hand, the great advantage that accrues to thofe whom God has 
called to the knowledge of himfelf, and to a delight in his ways. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. 
CNL 1 For, beheld, the Lord, &c.] This predi@tion relates to the * 


. 


ISAIAH. 


the houfe of his father, /aying, Thou haft clothing, be 
thou our ruler, and /e¢ this ruin de under thy hand: 

7 Inthat day fhall he fwear, faying, I-will not be 
an healer; for in my houfe 7s neither bread nor clothing: 
make me not a ruler of the people. : 

- 8 For Jerufalem is ruined, and Judah is fallen: be- 
caufe their tongue and their doings are againft the 
Lorn, to provoke the eyes of his glory. 

g The fhew of their countenance doth witnels againft 
them ; and they declare their fin as Sodom, they hide 
z## not. Woe unto their foul! for they have rewarded 
evil unto themfelves. 

to | Say ye tothe righteous, that it /ball be well 
with him: for they fhall eat the fruit of their doings. 

11 Woe unto the wicked! it fhall be ill with him: 
for the reward of his hands fhall be given him. 

12 QZ 4s for my people, children are their oppreffors, 
and women rule over them: O my people, they which 
lead thee caufe shee to err, and deftroy the way of thy 
paths. 

13 The Lory ftandeth up to plead, and ftandeth 
to judge the people. 

14 The Lorp will enter into judgment with the an- 
cients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye 
have eaten up the vineyard; the f{poil of the poor is in 
your houfes. : 

15 What mean yc fhat ye beat my people to pieces, 
one enoe the faces of the poor? faith the Lord God of 

ofts. 

16 § Moreover the Lord faith, Becaufe the daugh- 
ters of Zion are haughty, and walk with ftretched forth 
necks and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they 
go, and making a tinkling with their fect: 


17 Therefore the Loxp wili {mite with a fcab the. 


crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the 
Lorp will difcover their fecret parts. 


18 In that day the Lonp will take away the bravery . 


becaufe of oppreffion and pride. 


Before 
CHR-st 
Goo. 


of their tinkling ornainents about therr feet, and their 


cauls, and téeir round tires like the moon, 
19 The chains, and the bracelets, and the mufflers, 
20 The bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and 
the headbands, and the tablets, and the earrings, 

21 The rings, and nofe jewels, 

22 The changeable fuits of apparel, and the mantles, 
and the wimples, and the crifping pins, 

23 The glafles, and the fine linen, and the hoods, 
and the vails. 

24 And it fhall come to pafs, that inftead of fweet 
{mell there fhall be ftink ; and initead of a girdle a rent; 
and inftead of well fet hair baldoefs ; and inftead of a 
ftomacher a girding of fackcloth: azd burning inftead 
of beauty. eS 

25 § Thy men fhall fall by the {word, and thy 
mighty in the war. 

26 And her gates fhall lament and mourn; and fhe 
being defolate fhall fit upon the ground. 


CHAP. IV. 


1 Lhe difirefs of the times, 2 The fucceeding bleffings and 
Security of Chrifi’s kinzdom. 
ND in that day feven women fhall take hold of 
one man, faying, We will eat our own bread, 
and wear our own apparel: only let us be called by thy 
name, to take away our reproach. 
24 In 


tt 





_deftruétion of Jerufalem by the Babylonians, which took place in the 


reign of king Zedekiah. They trofled in their abundance, therefore 
God threatens to take it from them. : 

4 And I will give children, &c.] Not only in age, but in wit, 
knowledge, manners, and ftrength.” This was literally fulfilled in the 
children of good Jofiah, who afcended the throne when they were 
minors, and confufion enfued. 

16 Becanfe the daughters of Zion are haughty, &c.| Becaufe they 
are puffed up with pride, and glory in it, 1 will take away every thing 
they hold in the greateft eftimation. 

1V. 1 Lu that day, &e.] In the time of the greateft degeneracy I 
will fend the Meffiah to be the only hope and falvation of all thofe 
who efcape the general calamity, by not Joining with the reft in ido- 
latry, and all other crimes; . 


53 6, And 


The executioners of God's judgments. 





The blefings of Chrifi’s kingdom. CHAP. V. 


Before 2 GF Inthac day fhall the branch of the Lorp be 
cARIST peauriful and glorious. and the fruit of the earth fall 


and wine, are in their feafts: but they regard not the Pefore 
work of the Lorp, neither confider the operation of © 760. 


KRIST - 


be excellent and comely for them that are efcaped of 
lirael. : . 

3 And ic fhall come to pafs, that he that is left in 
Zion, and he tbat remaineth in Jerufalem, thall be 
called holy, evex every one that is written among the 
living in Jerufalem : 

4 When the Lorp fhall have wafhed away the filth 
of the daughters ‘of Zion, and fhall have purged the 
blood of Jerufalem from the midft thereof by the fpirit 
of judgment, and by the fpirit of burning. : 

‘5 And the Loro will create upon every dwelling 
place of mount Zion. and upon her affemblies, a cloud 
and {nioke by day, and the fhining of a flaming fire by 
night: for upon all the glory /ball be a defence. . 
% And there fhall be a tabernacle for a fhadow in 
the dav time from the heat, and for a place of refuge, 
and for a covert from ftorm and from rain. 

CHAP. V. 


1, Under the parable of a vineyard God extufelh his f-vere 
indements ¢ & upme coveloufucf s Ut riots 18 profanencfs ; 


J : : ra 
20 und injtflice. 26 The executioners of God's judgments. 


-T OW will I fing to my wellbeloved a fong of my 
beloved touching his vineyard. My wellbcloved 
hatha vineyard ina very fruitful hill: 

2 And he fenced it, and gathered our the ftones 
thereof, and planted ir with the choiceft vine, and built 
a tower in the midit of it, and alfo made a wineprefs 
therein: and he looked that it fhould bring forth 
grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes. 

And now, O inhabitants of Jerufalem, and men 
of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt me and my vine- 
yard. 

: 4 What could have been done more to my vineyard, 
that I have not done in it? wherefore, when I looked 
that it fhould bring forth grapes, brought it forth 

ild wrapes? : 
ie oe goto; I will tell you what f will doto 
my vineyard: 1 will take away the hedge thereof, and 
it thall be eaten up; avd break down the wall thereof, 
and it thall be trodden down: 

6 And I will lay it wafte: it fhall not be pruned, 
nor digged ; but there fhall come up briers and thorns: 
I will alfo command the clouds that they rain no rain 
upon it. ; 

7 For the vineyard of the Lorp of hofts is the houfe 
of Ifracl, and the men of Judah his pleafant plant: and 
he looked for judgment, but behold oppreffion ; for 
righteoufnefs, but behold acry. 

8 J Woe unto them that join houfe to houfe, shat 
lay field to field, till ‘bere e no place, that they may 
be placed alone in the midft of the earth! 

g In mince ears faid the Lorn of hofts, Of a truth 
many houtes fhall be defolate, even great and fair, with- 
out inhabitant. 

"yo Yea, ten acres of vineyard fhall yield one bath, 
and the feed ofan homer fhall yield an ephah. 

a1 § Woe unto them that rife up early in the 
morning, that they may follow ftrong drink ; that con- 
tinue until night, “#// wine inflame them! 

12 And the harp, and the viol, the tabret, and pipe, 


2 a 

5, 6 And the Lord will create, &c.] The Lord’s favour and pro- 
teétion to thofe who fear him fhall appear in every place; alluding to 
the pillar of the cloud, Exod. xiii, 21. Alfo, in the firft judgment, 
very few Chriftians fuffered when Jerufalem was deftroyed by the 
Romans ; and in the fecond, Chrift will be their Saviour to fcreen them 
from divine wrath. 

Geneeravt Rerrections on Chap. III. IV. 

We learn from the threatenings recorded above, that pride, luxury and 
immodeity are great fins, caufe people to forget God, and are the 
oceafion of the deftruction of nations: but that God, who is ever 
gracious, amidit all thefe provocations, gives tokens of his goodnefs, 
in permitting that, after the Jows had been chaftifed, he would 
come torcdezin and fanctify his church, as he has eminently done by 
ferffing his Son into the world, to deliver them from the wrath that 
will fallon impenitent finners. 

2 


his hands. : 

13 Therefore my people are gone into captivity, 
becaufe they have no knowledge : and their honourable 
ee famifhed, and their multitude dried up with 
thirft, : 

.14 Therefore hell hath enlarged herfelf, and opened 
her mouth without meafure: and their glory and their 
multitude, and their pomp, and he that rejoiceth, 
fhall defcend in it. 

ts And the mean man fhall be brought down, and 
the mighty man fhall be humbled, and the eyes of the 
lofty thall be humbled : 

16 But the Lorp of hofts fhall be exalted in judg- 
ment, and God that is holy fhallbe fanified in righ- 
teoufnefs. 

17 Then fhall the lambs feed after their manner, 
andthe wafte places of the fatoncs fhall ftrangers eat. 

18 G Woe unto them that draw iniquity with cords 
of vanity, and finas it were with a cart rope: 

19 That fay, Let them make fpeed, and haften his 
work, that we may fee 7: and let the counfel of the 
Holy One of Ifrael draw nigh and come, that we 
may know i// 

20 4 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good 
evil; that put darknefs for light, and fight for dark- 
nefs; that put bitter for fweet, and {weer for bitter!. 

2t Woe unto fhm shat are wife in their own eyes, 
and prudent in their own fight ! 

22 Woe unto them that are mighty to drink wine, 
and men of firength to mingle {trong drink : 

23 Which juftify the wicked for reward, and take 


‘away.the righteoufnefs of the righteous from him ! 


24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the ftubble, and 
the Hame confumeth the chaff, fo their root fhall be as 
rottennefs, and their bloffom fhall go up as duft: be- 
caufe they have caft away the law of the Lorn of hofts, 
and defpited the word of the holy Once of Ifracl. 

25 Therefore is the anger of the Lorp kindled 
againft his people, and he hath ftretched forth his 
hand againft them, and: hath fmitren them: and the 
hills did tremble, and their carcafes were torn in the 
midft of the ftreets. For al] this his anger is not turned 
away, but his hand zs fltretched out ftill. 

26 | And he will lift up anentignto the nations 
from far, and will hifs unto them from the end of the 
earth: and, behold, they thall come with fpecd fwiftly : 

27 None fhall be weary nor ftumble among them ; 
none fhall flumber nor fleep; neither fhall the girdle 
of their loins be loofed, nor the latchet of their fhoes 
be broken: 

28 Whofe arrows are fharp, and all their bows bent, 
their horfes’ hoofs fhal]l be counted like flint, and thcir 
wheels like a whirlwind : : 

29g Their roaring /oall be likealion, they fhall roar 
like young lions: yea, they fhall roar, and lay hold of 
the prey, and fhall carry 7 away fafe, and none fhall 
deliver ¢t. 

30 And in that day they fhall roar againft them like 
the roaring ofthe fea: and if oze look unto the land, 
behold darknefs and forrow, and the light is darkened 
in the heavens thereof. . 

CHAP. 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. 

V. 1 His vineyard.| The vineyard means the twelve tribes ; alfo the 
profeffing church in all ages. This parable is a juft defeription of an 
ungrateful people. : { : 

2 It brought forth wild grapes.| By this is fignified the idolatries and 
immoralities of the Ifraclites. . 

10 One bath and the feed, &c.] - Abath and an ephah are the fame 
meafure. See Excd. xvi. 16. . — 

14 Hell bath enlarged herfelf, &c.] Thatis, the grave. This image 
conveys the moittremendous horror. : 

17 Then foall the lambs fecd after their manner, &¢.} The Tighteous 
thall be under the peculiar care of providence, and want nothing thatis 


neceffary for their fupport. : ; 
20 Po unto them ie: call evil good, &.| Who, either in word or 


aft, prefumptuoufly deny the difference between good and evil. re 


Laiah’s vifion of God's glory. 


Before * CH A’ P.. ‘VI. : 
CHRIST , Tfaiah’s viffon of the Lord in bis glory: § He is terrified; 


ISATAH. Chrift promifed for a fign, 


meet Ahaz, thou, and Shear-jafhub thy fon, at the Before 
758 end of the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of ST 
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8 fheweth the obftinacy of the people. 13 4 remuant 
Soall be faved. 

N the year that king Uzziah died I faw alfo the 
. Lord fitting upona throne, high and lifted up, and 
his train filled the temple. 

2 Above it ftood the feraphims: each one had fix 
wings ; with twain he covered his face, and with twain 
he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. 

3 And one cried unto another, and faid, Holy, holy, 
holy, #s the Lorp of hofts: the whole earth is full of 
his glory. 

4 And the pofts of the door moved at the voice of 
him that cried, and the houfe was filled with fmoke. 

$ 4 Then faid I, Woe is me! for I am undone ; be- 
caufe I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the 
midft of a people ofunclean lips: for mine eyes have 
feen the King, the Lorn of hofts. 

6 Then flew one of the feraphims unto me, having 
a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with the 
tongs from off the altar: ; 

97 And he Jaid z¢ upon my mouth, and faid, Lo, 
this hath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy fin purged. : 

8 4 Alfo I heard the voice of the Lorn, faying, 
Whom fhall f fend, and who will go for us ? Then faid 
I, Heream 1; fend me. 

g And he faid, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye in- 
decd, but underftand not ; and fee ye indeed, bur per- 
ceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their 
ears heavy, and fhut their eyes ; left they fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their cars, and underftand with 
the®e heart, and convert, and be healed. 

11 Then faid I, Loro, howlong? And he anfwered, 
Until the cities be wafted without inhabitant, and the 
houfes without man, and the land be utterly defolate, 

12 And the Loc: have removed men far away, and 
there be a great forfaking inthe midit of the land. 

13 9 But yet in it fall be a tenth, and /t fhall return, 
and thal] be eaten: asa teil tree, and as an oak, whofe 
fubftance is in them, when they caft sheir leaves : fo the 
holy feed foal! be the fubftance thereof. 

CHAP. VII. 
3 Abax comforted by Tfaiab, 10 Chrift is promifed for a 

Sign. 17 God's judgments prophefied lo come upon Fudab. 

A N D it came to pafs in the days of Ahaz the fon of 
Jotham, the fon of Uzziah, king of Judah, that 
Rezin the king of Syria, and Pckah the fon of Rema- 
liah, king of Ifrael, went up toward Jerufalem to war 
againftit, but could not prevail againft it. 

2 And it was told the houfe of David, faying, Syria 
is confederare with Ephraim. And his heart was 
moved, and the heart of his pcople, as the trees of the 
wood are moved with the wind. 

3 Then faid the Lorp unto Ifaiah, Go forth now to 





VIL 1. Lfaw alfo the Lord fitting upon a throne, &c.] The pro- 
phet faw the divine Shechinah, or glory of the Lord, fitting upon a 
throne, to denote that he was about to judge the king, elders, and peo- 
ple of Ifrael. 

2 Seraphims] The word feraphim fignifies fomething that is on fire. 

With ravain he covered his face] To exprefs the amazing fplendor 
of the divine effence. 

With twain he covered his feet] Covering their feet, denotes their 
inexpreffible modeity. : 2 

With twain he did fy]. Implying the velocity and readinefs with 
which they execute the divine commands. co. 

3 Holy, holy, holy, &c.] Moft holy. This is a ftrong proof of the 
‘Trinity. 


6 Having a live coal, &c.] Signifying the gift of utterance or pro- ; 


phecy, and the aét of purifying fiom the uncleannefs mentioned ver. 5. 
See Ad?s ii. 3. 

9 Hear ye indeed, but underfiand uot, &c.] See Mart. xiii. 14. and 
Aéts xxviti. 26. 

10 Make the beart-—fet, &c.] The Vulgate reads, Blind the heart. 


Genernat Rerrecrions on Chap. V. VI. 


We are hence taught, that the fins which expofe men to the divine 
vengeance are covetoufnefs, the love of riches, and pleafure, drunk- 
enacfs, carnal fecurity, contempt of God's threatenings, impious 


4 


the fullers’ field ; 

4 And fay unto him, Take heed, and be quiet ; fear 
not, neither be fainthearted for rhe rwo tails of thefe 
fmoking firebrands, for the fierce anger of Rezin with 
Syria, and of the fon of Remaliah- 

5 Becaufe Syria, Ephraim, and the fon of Rema- 
iah, have taken evil counfel againft thee, faying, 

6 Let us go up againft Judah, and vex it, and let 
us make a breach therein for us, and feta king in the 
midft of it, even the fon of Tabeal : 

7 Thus faith the Lord Gon, It thal] not fland, neci- 
ther fhall it come to pafs. 

8 For the head of Syria is Damafeus, and the head 
of Damafcus 7s Rezin; and within threefcore and five 
years fhall Ephraim be broken, thar it be nor a peo 


ple. 


g And the head of Ephraim 7s Samaria, and the 
head of Samaria 7s Remaliah’s fon. If ye will nor 
believe, furcly ye thall nor be eflablifhed. 

10 4] Morcover the Lory» fpake again unto Ahaz, 
faying, 

11 Afk thee a fign of the Lorn thy God: afk it 
cither in the depth, or in the height above. 

2 But Ahaz faid, I will not afk, neither will I 
tempt the Lorn. 

13 And he faid, Hear ye now, O houfe of David ? 
ds ita fmall thing for you to weary men, but will ye 
weary my God alfo? 

14 Therefore the Lord himfelf fhall give youa fign ; 
Behold, a virgin fhall conceive, and bear 2 fon, and 
fhall call his name Immanucl. 

15 Butter and honey fhall he ear, thar he may know 
to refule the evil, and choofe the good. 

16 For before the child thall know to refufe the 
evil, and choofe the good, the land thar thou abhor- 
reft fhall be forfaken of both her kings. 

17 Q The Lorp fhall bring upon thee, and upon 
thy people, and upon thy father’s houfe, days thac 
have not come, from the day that Ephraim departed 
from Judah ; even the king of Affyria. 

18 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, tha? the 
Lorp fhall hifs for the fy that 7s in the uttermoft parc 
of the rivers of Egypt, and for the bee that és im the 
land of Affyria. : 

19 And they fhall come, and fhall reft all of them 
in the defolate valleys, and in the holes of the rocks, 
and upon all thorns, and upon all bufhes. 

20 In the fame day fhall the Lord thave witha rafor 
that is hired, namely, by them beyond the river, by 
the king of Affyria, the head, and the hair of the feet : 
and it fhall alfo confume the beard. 

21 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, ‘hata man 
fhall nourifh a young cow, and two fheep ; 

22 And it fhall come to pafs, for the abundance of 
milk ¢haé tltey fhall give that he fhall eat butter: for 

; butter 





opinions, and uarighteoufnefs in judgment. ‘The prophet next fhews 
us that the hardnefs and blindnefs of men is the effeét of their 
own obftinacy, and if they perifl in their fins ; it will be owing to 
their own perfevering in wickednefs, and reje@ing the counfel of 
God againtt themfele . 


Mt 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, VIL. VIII. 

VII. 2 Syria is confederate with Ephraim, &c.] Thatis, they 
had fettled in the land of the ten tribes, of which Ephraim was the 
chief. 

3 Shear-Fafoub, &c.] The remains hall return. 

8 Fhe bead of Syria is Damafeus, &c.| Thatis, the kin gdom of Syria 
fhall not extend beyond its ancient bounds. 

14 Behold, a virgin foall conceive, &c.) The feventy read, The vir- 
gin, &c. as though the prophet had faid, Since then the Meffiah, the 
great deliverer, fhall come into the world in fo miraculous a manner, 
much more can God deliver you now without foreign aid. 

15 That he may know, &c.| Till he comes to years of diferction. 

19 They foall coms, and feall reft—in the defolaic valleys, &c.] No 
place fhould be free from them, nor the ftrongeft fortifications able to 
refift their efforts. 

2t 4 man feall nourifp a young cow, and tavo focep | There fhall be 
fuch deftreGon both of man and beait, that thers will want hands and 
cattle to till the ground. 

; Vu 
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The Affyrian’s invafion of Fudah foretold. CHAP. VIII. IX. The church's joy in Chrift’s birth. 


Before 


butter and honey fhall every one cat that is left in the 


CHRIST land. 
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23 And it fhall cometo pafs in thatday, that every 
place fhall be, where there were a thoufand vines ata 
thoufand filverlings; it (hall evex be for briersand thorns. 

24 With arrows and with bows fhall mex come thi- 
ther ; becaufe all the land fhall become bricrs-and 
thorns. 

2g And oval] hills that fhall be digged with the 
mattock, therc fhall not come thither the tear of briers 
and thorns: but it fhall be for the fending forth of 
oxen, and for the trading of leffer cattle. 

CHAP. VIII 
1 Lfaiah prophefteth the fpoiling of Syria and Ifrael by the 
king of affyria ; 5 Judah alfo foall be overrun by bun. 
OREOVER the Lorp faid unto me, Take 
thee a great roll, and write in it with a man’s 
pen concerning Maher-fhalal-hafh-baz. 

2 And Itook unto me faithful witneffes to record, 
Uriah the prieft, and Zechariah the fon of Jeberechiah. 

3 And I went unto the prophetefs ; and fhe con- 
ceived, and bare afon. Then faid the Lorp to me, 
Call his name Maher-fhalal-hafh -baz. 

4. For before the child fhall have knowledge to cry, 
My father, and my mother, the riches of Damafcus 
and the {poil of Samaria fhall be taken away before the 
king of A ffyria. 

5 4 The Lorn fpake alfo unto me again, faying, 

6 Forafmuch as this people refufeth the waters of 
Shiloah that go foftly, and rejoice in Rezin and Re- 
maliah’s fon ; 

+ Now therefore, behold, the Lorv bringethup upon 
them the waters of the river, ftrong and many, eventhe 


king of Affyria, and all his glory : and he fhall come | 


up over all his channels, and go over all his banks: ° 

$8 And he fhall pafs through Judah; he thall over-' 
flow and go over, he fhall reach even to the neck ; and 
the ftrecching out of his wings fhall fill the breadth of 
thy land, O Immanuel. 


9 {| Affociate yourfelves, O ye people, and ye fhall / 


be broken in pieces ; and give ear, all ye of far coun- 
tries : gird yourfelves, and ye fhall be broken in pieces; 
gird yourfelves, and ye fhall be broken in picces. 


1o Take counfel together, and it fhall come to’ 


nought; fpeak the word, and ir fhall not ftand: for 
God és with us. ; 


* <1 @ For the Lorp fpake thus to me with a ftrong - 
hand, and inftructed me that. I fhould not walk in the ' 


way of this people, faying, 


12 Say ye nor, A confederacy, to all them fo whom | 


this people fhall fay, A confederacy, neither fear ye 
their fear, nor be afraid. 

13 Sanctify the Lorp of hofts himfelf ; and Jethim 
Ze your fear, and /et him 4e your dread. 

14 And he fhall be for a fanctuary; but fora ftone 
of ftumbling and for a rock of offence to both the 
houfes of Ifrael, for a gin and: for a fnare to the inha- 
bitants of Jerufalem. , 

15 And many among them fhall ftumble, and fall, 
and be broken, and be fnared, and be taken. 

16 Bind up the teftimony, feal the law among my 
difciples. : , 


. 





VI. 1 Mabher-fbalal-hafb-baz.] This compound word fignifics, 
To run fwiftly to the fpoil, and make hafte to the prey. 

8 And he foall paft, &c.] This primarily refpeéts the invafion of 
-Judea by the Affyrians under Sennacherib. But the addrefs isin a par- 
ticular manner made to the divine Mefliah, who is called Immanuel, 
God with us, becaufe, in a fpiritual fenfe, he was to be the Saviour 
of his church, the heirs of the promife made to Abraham. 

153 And many among them fhall flumble, &cc.]_Thefe words refer to 
the manner in which the Mefliah would be received by the Jews when 


. he came in the fleth; for, becaufe Chriftcame among them as a poor, 


defpifed, affi&ed perfon, they could not, through the veil of his hu- 


manity, behold the glory of his divine nature. 
20 To rhe law] Thefe words denote, that we conflantly make the 


holy feriptures the rule of our faith and practice. 

_ Chere is no light in them\] It may be tranflated, ‘There fhall be 
no light in them. By “light” the Jews frequently unde@rftood prof- 
periiy. : . 


No, 46. 


17 And I will wait upon the Lorp, that hideth his Before 


face from the houfe of Jacob, and I will look for him. 

18 Behold, Iand the children whom the Lorn hath 
given meare for figns and for wonders in Ifrael from 
the Lorp of hofts, which dwelleth in mount Zion. 

1g And when they fhall fay unto you, Seek unto 
them that have familiar {pirits, and unto wizards that 
peep, and that mutter: fhould not a people feek unto 
their God? for the living to the dead? 

20 ‘lo the law and to the teftimony: if they {peak 
not according to this word, #f is becaufe shere is no 
light in.them. : 

21 And they fhall pafs through it, hardly beftcad 
and hungry : and it fhall come to pafs, that when they 
fhall be hungry, they fhall fret themfelves, and curfe 
their king and their God, and look upward. 

22 And they fhall look unto the earth ; and behold 
trouble and darknefs, dimnefs of anguifh; and they 

Jfoall be driven to darknefs. 

' CHAP. IX,, 

1 The jov of the church in the birth of Chrift. 8 Ifvael’s 
judgments for pride, 13 impentlency, 18 and wickednefs. 

EVERTHELESS the dimnefs /hall not be fuch 

as was jn her vexation, when at the firft he 

lightly afflicted the land of Zebulun, and the land of 

Naphrali, and afterward did more grievoufly affliG brr 

Ly the way of the fea, béyond Jordan, in Galilee of the 

nations. 

2 The people that walked in darknefs'have feen a 
great light: they thar dwell in the land of the fhadow 
of deith, upon them hath the light fhined. 

3 Thou haft multiplied the nation, avd not increafed 
the joy : they joy before thee according to the joy in 
harvelt, andas men rejoice when they divide the fpoil. 

4 For thou haft broken the yoke of his burden, and 
the ftaffof his fhoulder, the rod of his oppreffor, as in 
the day of Midian. : ; : 

5 For every battle of the warrior 7s with confufed 
noife, and garments rolled in blood ; but shis fhall be 
with burnit.g and fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a fon‘is given: 

and the government fhall be upon his fhoulder: and 
his name fhall be called Wenderful, Counfellor, The 
mighty God, The everlafting Father, The Prince of 
Peace. 
: 9 Of the increafe of bis government and peace éhere 
Jeall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon 
his kingdom, to order it, and to eftablifh it with judg- 
ment aad with juftice from henceforth evc.s for ever. 
The zeal of the Lorn of hofts will perform this. 

8 4} The Loxp fenta.word into Jacob, and it heth 
lighted upon Ifrael. ; 

g And all the people fhall know, even Ephraim and 
the inhabitant of Samaria, that fay in the pride and 
ftoutnefs of heart, 

10 The bricks are fallen down, but we will build 
with hewn flones: the fycamores are cut down, but 
we will change them into cedars. ; 

11 Therefore the Lorp fhall fet up the adverfaries of 
Rezin againft him, and join his enemies together ; 

12 The Syrians before, and the Philiftines behind ; 


and they fhall devour Ifrael with open mouth. For all 
i this 





Generat Rrreectsrons on Chap. VII. VIII. 

We may learn hence, firft, that all the promifes of God will in due 
time be fully accomplithed; that the jacred oracles are a moft fure 
foundation for our faith, are able to enlighten our minds, and make 
us completely and eternally happy. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. X. 

IX. § Every battle of the warrior is with confifed noife, &e.] This 
particularly alludes to the exemplary deltruction of the enemies of our 
bleffed Saviour. ya 

6 Unto us a child is bern, &c.] That this is a prophecy concerning 
the divine Meffiah there is not the leaft reafon to doubt, for his cha-‘ 
raéter and ofScers are here pointed out in fo clear a manner, that no one 
can doubt of them, unlefs ne labours under the moit inveterate and 
malicious prejudices, as the Jewifh rabbies do, who abfurdly apply them 

to the birth of king Hez-kish. : . 

7 The zea! of the Lord of hofts will perform this.] God thall do this, 


not out-of regard to the deierts of men, but for his own honour. 
(62 14 Head 
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The Affyrian for his priae fhall be broken. ISALAH., 


gees this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is ftretched. 


7385 


3: 


ouc fill. : 

13 9 For the peopletarneth not ontohim that fmiteth 
them, neither do they feck the Lorn of hofts. 

14 Vherefore the Lorp will cut off from Mfract head 
and tail, branch and rufh, in one day. 

15 Phe ancient ancd honourable, he 7s che head; and 
the prophet that teacheth lies, he zs the tail. 

16 VFor.the.leaders of this people caufe them to err; 
and they that ate led of them are deftroyed. 

17 Therefore the Loan fhall have no joy in their 
young men, neither fhall have mercy on their fatherlefs 
and widows: for every one 7s an hypocrite and an evil- 
doer, and every mouth fpeaketh folly. For all this his 
enact is not turned away, but his hand is ftretched out 

ill. 

18 § For wickednefg burneth as the fire: it fhall 
devour the briers and thorns, and thal! kindle in the 
thickets of the foreft, and.they fhall mount up /zke the 
lifting up of. fmoke. oe 

1g -Through the wrath of the Loxp of hofts is the 
land darkened, and the people fhall be as the fuel of the 
fire: no man fhall fpare his brother. 

so And he fhall {natch on the right hand, and be 
hungry ; and he {hall eat on the left hand, and they 
fhall nor be fatisfied : they fhall eat every man the flefh 
of his own arin : . 

2¢ Manafleh; Ephraim; and Ephraim, Manaffeh : 
end they together /ball be againft Judah. For all this 
his anger is not turned away, but his hand és firetched 


out till. 
CHAP. X. 
2 The woe of tyrants. 6 Affyria, the rod of hypocrites, 
: broken. 20 A remnant of Ifrael fhall be faved. 
Wee unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, 
and that write grievoufnefs which they have 
preferibed ; 

2 To turn afide the needy from judgment, and to 
take away the right from the poor of my people, that 
widows may be their prey, and zhat they may rob the 
fatherlefs ! 

3 And what will ye doin the day of vifitation, and 
in the defolation wich fhall come from far? to whom 
will ye flee for help? and where will ye leave your 
glory? 

4 Without me they fhall bow down under the pri- 
foners, and they fhall fall under the flain. For all this 
his anger is not turned away, but his hand zs ftretched 
out ftill. 

@ O Affyrian, the rod of mine anger, and the 
ftaff in their hand is mine indignation. 

6 I will fend him againftan hypocritical nation, and 
againit the peor of my wrath will I give him a 
charge, to take the fpoil, and to take the prey, and to 
tread them down l:ke the mire of the ftreets. 

7 Howbeit he meaneth not fo, neither doth his 
heart think fo; but és in his heart to deftroy and cut 
off nations not a few. ; 

8 For he faith, dre not my princes altogether kings? 

g fs not Calno as Carchemifh? is not Hamath as 
Arpad ? is not Samaria as Damafcus? 

io As my hand hath found the kingdoms of the 
idols, and whofe graven images did excel them of Je- 
rufalem and of Samaria: . 

t1 Shall Il not, as I have done unto Samaria and her 
idols, fo do to ferufalem and her idols? 

12 Wherefore it fhall come to pafs, that when the 
JLorphath performed his wholework upon mount Zion 
and on Jerafalem, J wil! punith the fruit of the ftout 


a CC TCE | 


34 Head and tail| ‘That is, high and low. 

Brauch and rufh, &c.} Strong and weak. 
_ &. 5,6 O Affprian, &c.] God, as it were, calls upon the king of 
Affyria to gather his forces together, and come up againft a wicked and 
“hypocritical people ; and though Sennacherib did not take Jerufalem, 
no doubt he greatly diftreffed the reft of the country, as a punifhment 
for their erying abominations. i 

15 Shall the ax, &c.] The king of Affyria is no more than an 


looks. 


A remnant of Hrael frail be faved. 


heart of the king of Affyria, and the glory of his high Bef 
CHRIsT 


ore 


13 For he faith, By the ftrength of my hand I have Tg. 


done i#, and by my wifdom ; for Iam prudent: and 
I have removed the bounds of the people, and have 
robbed their creafurcs, and I have put down the inha- 
bitants like a valiant man: 

14 And my hand hath found as a neft the riches of 
the people: and as one gathereth eggs that are left, 
have 1 gathered al! the earth; and there was none that 
moved the wing, or opened the mouth, or peeped. 

45 Shall the ax boatt itfelf againtt him that heweth 
therewith ? or fhall the faw magnify itfelf againft him 
that fhaketh it? as ifthe rod fhould thake i#/e/f againfl 
them that lift it up, or as if the ftaff fhould litt up 
itfelf, as if it were no wood. 

16 Therefore fhall the Lord, the Lorp of hofts, fend 
among his fat ones leannefs ; and under his glory he 
fhall kindle a burning like the burning of a fire. 

17 And the light of Ifrael fhall be for a fire, and 
his Holy One for a flame: and it fhall burn and de. 
vour his thorns and his briers in one day ; 

18-And fhall confume the glory of his foreft, and 
of his fruitful field, both foul and body: and they 
fhall be as when a itandard bearer fainteth. 

19 And the reft of the trees of his forett fhall be few 
that a child may write them. ~ 7 

20 J And it fhall come to pafs in that day, thatthe , 
remnant of Ifrael, and fuch, as are efcaped of the houfe 
of Jacob, fhall no more again flay upon him that {mote 
them; but fhall fay upon the Lorn, the Holy One of 
Ifrael, in truth. . 

21 The remnant fhall return, ever the remnant of 
Jacob, unto the mighty God. 

22 For though thy people Ifrael be as the fand of 
the fea, yet aremnant of them fhall return: the con~ 
fumption decreed fhall overflow with righteoufnefs. 

23 For the Lord Gop of hofts fhall make a con. 
eee: even determined iu‘the midft of all the 

ad. wae 

24 Q Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop of hofts, 
O my people that dwellcft in Zion, be not afraid of the 
Affyrian: he fhall {mite thee with a rod, and fhall lift 
up his ftaff againft thee, after the manner of Egypt. 

25 For yet a very little while, and the indignation 
fhall ceafe, and mine anger in their deftrudction. 7 

26 And the Loro of hofts fhall ftir up a fcourge for 
him according to the flaughter of Midian at the rock 
of Oreb: and as his rod was upon the fea, fo fhall he 
lift it up after the manner of Egypt. 

27 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that his 


‘burden fhall be taken away from off thy fhoulder, and 


his yoke from off thy neck, and the yoke fhall be de- 
ftroyed becaufe of the anointing. 

28 4[ He is come to Aiath, he is paffed to Migron ; 
at Michmath he hath laid up his carriages : 

29 They are gone over the paflage: they have taken’ 
up their lodging at Geba; Ramah is afraid; Gibeah of 
Saul is fled. 3 

go Liftupthy voice, Odaughter of Gallim: caule 
it to be heard unto Laifh, O poor Anathoth. 

31 Madmenah is removed ; the inhabitants of Ge- 


_bim gather themfelves to flee. 


32 As yet fhall he remain at Nob that day: he fhall 
fhake his hand againf? the mount of the daughter of 
Zion, the hill of Jerufalem. . 

33 Behold, the Lord, the Lorn of hofts, fhall lop the 
bough withterror : and the high ones of ftature jiall be 
hewn down, and the haughty fhall be humbled. 

34 And 
inflesment in my hand, in the fame manner as an ax is in the hand of 
one that heweth wood. 7 

20 And it foall come to paft, &c.] A portion of my people, with the 
Gentiles, fhall be called to the knowledge of the truth under the pro- 
mifed Meffiah. ‘ of th } 

’ 27 The yoke foall be deftrayed becauje of the anointing. For 
the fake of God’s chofen pee called by the pfalmift « his. 


anointed,” 
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The peaceable kingdom of the Meffiah. 
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34 And he fhall cut down the thickets of the foreft 


BRIT Witt, irony and Letanon fhall fall by a mighty one. 
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ms CHAP. XL. 

a Fhe pecceatle Rinedouz of the Branch of Felfe. 10. The 
ca tig of the Genitles, and reftoration of Lfracl. 
N D there fall come forth a rod our of the ftem 
of Jeite,.and a Branch thall grow out of his roots : 

2 And the fpirit of the Lorp fhall reft upon him, 
the fpiric of wifdom and underftanding, the {pirit of 
counfeland might, the fpirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lorn; 

3 And thall make him of quick underftanding in 
the fear of tne Lorn: and he thall not judge after the 
fight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of 
his ears: ; a 

4 But with righteoufnefs fhall he judge the poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meck of the earth: and he 
Shall fmite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and 
with the breath ovhis lips fhall he Nay the wicked. 

5s And righteoufMels fhall be rhe girdle of his loins, 
and faithtulnefs the girdle of his reins. 

6 The woltalfo thal! dwell with rhe lamb, and the 
Jeopard fhall he down with the kid; and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling together ; and a little 
child fhall lead them. 

7 Andthe cow and the bear fhall feed ; their young 
ones fhall lie down together: and the lion fhall eat 
ftraw like the ox. 

8 And the fucking child fhall play on the hole of 
the afp, and the weaned child fhall put his hand on 
the cockatrice’ den. 

9 They fhall not hurt nor deftroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth fhall be full of the Knowledge 
of the Lorp, as the waters cover the fea. ‘ 

10 Y And in that day there fhall be a root of Jeffe, 
which thall ftand for an enfign of the people; to it 
fhall the Gentiles feek: and his reft fhall be glorious. 

11 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, /bat.the 


’ Lorp fhall fet his hand again the fecond time to re- 


cover the remnant of his people, which fhall be left, 
from Aflyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and 
frum Cuth, and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamatrh, and from the iflands of the fea. . 

12 And he thall fer up an enfign for the nations, 
and fhall affemble the outcafts of Mrael, and gather to- 
gether the difperfed of Judah from the four corners of 
the’earth. : 

13 The envy alfo of Ephraim fhall depart, and the 
adverfaries of Judah fhall he cur off: Ephraim fhall 
not envy Judah, and Judah fhall not vex Ephraim. 

14 Bu: they fhall fly upon the fhoulders of the Phi- 
liftines toward the weft; they fhall {poil them of rhe 
eaft together: they fhall lay their hand upon Edom 
and Moab; and the children of Ammen fhall obey 
them. 

1g And the Lorp fhall utterly deftroy the tongue 





Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. IX. X. 


We may hence obferve, that God difplays divers judgments upon 
the impenitent Ifraclites, whom he affliéts, that they may repent 
and turn to him; and that he employs the wicked to chaftife his 
people, and execute his defigns; wherefore we fhould adore the 
ways uf God’s providence, and confefs that he prefides over all 
things ; but is by no means the author or caufe of thefe fins which 
men as his inftruments commit, but will infalliby punifh them in 
the end. . 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. XI. XII. 


XI. 1 There foall come forth a rod, &¢.] The Mefiiah fhall arife | 


out of the family of David, as a fmall branch that had been feverely 
lopped, and almoit exterminated : and the prophecy fhall be in the end 
fulfilled, which had been Jong obfcured, and the family become almoft 
extind., 

2—5 And the fpirit of the Lord, &c.] Chrift, ky his aétive obedi- 
ence, fhall perform all the duties of the law; and, by his paffive obe- 
dicnce, fhall open the kingdom of heaven to all believers, and at length 
deftroy all his adverfaries : truth, integrity, and juflice, will be the 
honour and.ftability of his kingdom. 

tt The Lord phall fet his hand again the fecond time, &c.] This is 
a praoneey of the advances of Chrift’s kingdom under the Bofpel dif- 
penfation. - : 

2 





"CHAP. XI, XII. XIII. A thank/giving for God's mercies. 





of the Egyptian fea; and’ with his mighty wind {hall Before. 


he fhake his hand over the river, and fha!l fmite it in 
the feven ftreams, and make men go over dryfhod. 

16 And there fhall be an highway for the remnant 
of his people, which fhall be left, from Affyria; like 
as it was to Ifrael in the day tharhe came up out of the 


land of Egypt. 
CHAP. XII 


A thankfgiving of the faithful for the mercies of Gad, 
A N D inthat day thou thalt fay, O Lorn, I wilk 
( praife thee: though thou waft angry with me, . 
thine anger is turned away, and thou comfortedft me. 

2 Behold, God 7s my falvation : I will truft, and/not 
be afraid: for the Logp JEHOVAH is my ftrength 
and my fong: he alfo is become my falvation. 

g Therefore with joy fhall ye draw waver cut of she 
wells of falvation. ° ; m8 

4 And in that day fhalt ye fay; Praife the Lorn, calk 


§ upon his name, declare his doings among the people, 


make mention thar his name is exalted. | 
5 Sing unto the Lorpb; for. le hath done excellent 
things: this # known in all the earth. 
6 Cry out and fhout, thou inhabirant of Zion: for 
great is the Holy One of Hrael in the midft of thee, 
CHAP. XIL.  " G 


1 God muftereth the armies of bis wrath; 6 he ibreatencth, 
to deftroy Babylon by the Medes; 19 ber utter defolation. 


HE burden of Babylon,. which [faiah the fon of 
i Amoz did fee. ; se 

2 Lift ye up a banner upon the high mountain, exalr 
the voice unto them, fhake the hand, that they may 
go into the gates of the nobles. ae 

I have commanded my fanctified ones, I have 
ali called my mighty ones for mine anger, evex them 
that rejoice in my highnefs. ‘ ; 

4 The noife of a multirude in the mountains, like 
as of a great people; a tumultuous noife of the king~ 
doms of nations gathered togerher: the Lorn of holtg 
muftereth the hoft of the battle. : 

5 They come from a far country, from the end of 
heaven, evex the Lorp, and the weapons at his indig- 
nation, tadeftroy the whole land. 

6 YJ Howl ye; forthe day of the Lorn zs at hand; 
it fhall come as a deftruction from the Almighty. 

7 Therefore fha}l all hands be faint, and every man’s 
heart thall melt. : ey 

8 And they fhall be afraid: pangs and forrows fhall 
take hold of them; they fhall be in pain as a woman 
that travaileth: they fhall be amazed aneat another ; 
their faces all be as flames. 

9 Behold, the day of the Loxp cometh, cruel both 
with wrath and fierce anger, ta lay the land defolate ; 
and he {hall deftroy the finners thereof out of it. 

10 For the ftars of heaven and the conftelations 
thereof fhall not give their light: the fun fhall be 

? darkened 





15,16 And the Lord feall utterly deftray, &c.] "The deliverance of 
the Jews under the Meffiah fhall be as miracutous as that vouchfafed 
them under Mofes: his gofpel fhall be clear,:and plain to the 
meaneft capacity amang the small number, in comparifon of the whole, 
who are difpofed to embrace it. 

XI 3 With joy foall ye draw water out of the wells of falvation.} 
The penitent finner fhall be filled with joy unipeakable when he finds 
himfeif reconciled to God in Chrift Jefus, from whom, as the Medj- 
ator, he will continually derive life, ftrength, and falvation. 


Genera, Rerrecrians on Chap. XI. x1 


We here fee the defign of Chrift’s kingdom, which is, to reconcile 
men to God, to give them peace of confcience, and fill the earth 
with the knowledge of the Lord: let us therefore, by the affittance 
of divine grace, live in peace and unity, and by a holy life, and 
with thankful hearts fhew forth the praifes of God, who hath thag 
called us out of darknefs into his marvellous light. 


‘COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIII. XIV. 


XI. 1 Yhe burden of Babylon, &e.] _ A «© burden,” in the 
language of the prophets, denotes a denynciatien pf ryin and de- 
ftructipn, ‘ ; 

. 4 The noife of a multitude, &¢.]_ Various nations united againft 


“Babylon; for Cyrus’s army was compofed of Phrygiang, Armenians, 
4 Perfians, Medes, and many othgrs, 
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’ “God's merciful refloration of Ifrael. 


‘Before. 


CHRIST 


7iz. 


darkened in his going forth, and the moon fhall not 
caufe her light to fhine. os 

rs And I will punifh, the world for their evil, and 
the wicked for their iniquity ; and I will caufe the ar- 
rogancy of the proud to ceafe, and I| will lay low the 
haughtinefs of the terrible. d 

12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold; 
even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. 

13 Therefore J will fhakethe heavens, and the earth 
fhall remove out of her place, in the wrath of the Lorp 
of hofts, and in the day of his fierce anger. 

14 And it fhall be as the chafed roe, and as a fheep 
that no man taketh up: they fhall every man turn to his 
own people, and flee every one into his own land. 

15 Every one that is found fhall be thruft through ; 
and every one that is joined uate them fhall fall by the 
fword. 

_ 16 Their children alfo fhall be dafhed to pieces be- 
fore their eyes ; their houfes fhall be fpoiled, and their 
wives ravifhed, ; 

17 Behold, I will ftir up the Medes againft them, 
which fhall not regard filver; and as for gold, they 
fhall not delight in it. — 

18 Their bows alfo fhall dafh the young men to picces; 
and they fhall have no pity on the fruit of the womb; 
their eye fhall hot fpare children. 

‘19 Y And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the 
beauty of the Chaldecs’ excellcncy, fhall be as when 
God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 

20 It thall never be inhabited, ncither fhall it be 
dwelt in from generation to generaticn: neither fhall 
the Arabian pitch tent there; neither {hall the fhepherds 
make their fold there. 

21 But wild beafts of the defert fhall lie there; and 
their houfes fhall be full of doleful creatures ; and owls 
fhall dweli there, and fatyrs fhall dance there. 

“ ‘e2 And the wild beafts of the iflands hall cry in 
their defolate houfes, and dragonsin their pleafant pa- 
Jaces: and her time zs near to come, and her days fhall 
not be prolonged. : 
; CHAP. XIV. 
1 God’s mercifil refloration of Ifrael. 3 Their triumph in 

the fall of the king of Babylon. 24 God’s purpofe 

againft Affyria. 29 Paleftina is threatened. . 
Fo the Lorp will have mercy on Jacob, and will 
yet choofe Ifrael, and fet themin their own land: 
and the ftrangers fhrall be joined with them, and they 
fhall cleave to the houfe of Jacob. 

2 And the people fhall take them, and bring them to 
their place: and the houfe of Ifrael fhall poffefs them 
in the land of the Lorp for fervants and handmaids: 
and they fhall take them captives, whofe captives they 
were; and they fhall rule over their oppreffors. 


3 Y And it fhall come to pafs in the day that the 


Loro fhall give thee reft from thy forrow, and from 
thy fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou watt 
made to ferve, 

4 That thou fhalt take up this proverb againft the 
king of Babylon, and fay, How hath the oppreffor 
cceafed! the golden city ceafed! ‘ 

5 The Lorp hath broken the ftaff of the wicked, 
and the {ceptre of the rulers. 

6 He who fmote the people in wrath with a conti- 
nual ftroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is per- 
fecuted, and none hindcreth. 

7 The whole earth is at reft, and is quiet: they break 
forth into finging. 

. & Yea, the fir trees rejoice at thee, and the cedars of 





19-22 And Babyloy, &c.] Rauwalf, a German, who travelled 
to this place about two hundred years ago, tells us, that fome of the 


. vuins were full of {nakes, toads, and other venomous creatures, fo that 


no perfon could come near them with fafety ; and Mr. Hanway, who 
“was on the fpot, about the middle of the prefent century, tells us, that 
he coutd fearce find fo many veltiges of its ruins as might difcover to 
him where the city ence flood. - ‘ 
“XIV. 4 You foalt take up this proverb, &c.]_ That is, this pro- 
- verbial feng, or fpecch ; from this ta the 14th verfe. xd 


4 


é 


ae each ce 


Lebanon, /aying, Since thou art laid down, no feller is 
come up againit us. . 

9g Hell from beneath is moved for thee to meet thee 
at thy coming: it ftirreth up the dead for thee, ever all 
the chief ones of the earth; it hath raifed up from their 
thrones all the kings of the nations. 

ro All they fhall fpeak and fay unto thee, Art thou 
alfo become weak as we? art thou become like unto 
us? 

11 Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, andthe 
noife of thy viols: the worm is fpread under thee, and 
the worms ‘cover thee. 

32 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucafer, fon 
of the morning! sow art thou cut down to the ground, 
which didft weaken the nations! 

13 For thou haft faid in thine heart, I will afcend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the flars of 
God: I will fit alfo upon the mount of the congrega~ 
tion, in the fides of the north: : 

14 Iwill atcend above thc heights of the clouds; I 
will be like the Mott High. 

15 Yet thou fhalt be brought down to hell, 
fides of the pit. 

_ 16 They that fee thee fhall narrowly look upon thee, 
and confider thee, faying, fs this the man that made the 
earth to tremble, that did fhake kingdoms ; 

17 That made the world as a wildernefs, and de- 
ftroyed the cities thereof ; tat opened not the houfe of 
his prifoners! 

18 Allthe kings of the nations, even all of them, lie 
in glory, every one in his own houfe. 

19 But thou art cait out of thy grave like an abo- 
minable branch, and as the raiment of thofe that are 
flain, thruft through with a fword, that go down to the 
ftones of the pit ; as a carcafe trodden under feet. 

20 Thou fhalt not be joined with them in burial, 
becaufe thou haftdeftroyed thy land, and flain thy peo- 
ple: the feed of evildoers fhall never be renowned. 

21 Prepare flaughter for his children for the iniquity 
of their fathers ; that they do not rife, ncr poffeis the 
land, nor fill.the face of the svorld with cities. 

22 For1 will rife up againft them, faith the Lorp 
of hofts, and cut oil from Babylon the-name, and rem- 
nant, and fon, and nephew, faith the Lorp. 

23 1 will alo make it a poffeffion for the bittern, 
and pools of water: and I willfweep it with the befom 
of deftruétion, faith the Lorp of hofts. 

244 The Lorp of hotts hath fworn, faying, Surely 
as I have thought, fo fhall it come to pafs; and as f 
have purpofed, /o fhall it ftand : 

25 That I will break the Affyrian in my land, and 
upon my mountains tread him under foot: then fhall 
his yoke depart from off them, and his burden depart 
from off their fhoulders. 


to the 


26 This zs the purpofe that is purpofed upon the. 


whole earth: and this ¢s the hand that is ftretched out 
upon all the nations. 

27 For the Lorp of hofts hath purpofed, and who 
fhall difannul z¢? and his hand ¢s {tretched out, and who 
fhall turn it back ? 

28 Inthe yearthat king Ahaz died was this burden. 

29 Q Rejoice not thou, whole Paleftina, becaufe the 
rod of him that fmote thee is broken: for out of the 
ferpent’s root fhall come forth a cockatrice, and his 
fruit /hall be a flying ferpent. 

30 And the firftborn of the poor fhall feed, and the 
needy fhall lie down in fafety: and I will kill thy root 


with famine, and he {hall flay thy remnant. 
31 Howl, 





12 Hew art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, &c.] The king of 
Babylon is here meant; it being a common figure in the prophetic ityle 
to fignify kings, rulers, and even deities, by the fymbol of the heavenly 
Juminaries, fun, moon, or Stars. 

28, 29 Jn the year, &c.]  Ahaz is called a rod, becaufe he was the 
fon of Uzziah, who fmote the Philiftines, and deitroyed moft of their 
cities. By the cockatrice is meant Hezekiah, who alfo fmote the 
Philiftines, and revenged upon them the injuries they had done to the 
children of Judah, during the feeble reign of Ahaz. ; 
31 Eowl, 


ISATAH. Their triumph over the King of Babylon, 
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The lamentable flate of Moab. CHAP. XV. XVI. XVIL 


S Before 


31 Howl, O gate; cry, O city; thou, whole Pa- 


CHRIST Jeftina, art difflolved : for there fhall come from the 


qiz 


726. 


north aimoke, and none /ha// ée alone in his appointed 
times. 

32 What fhall one then anfwer the meflengers of the 
nation? That the Lorp hath founded Zion, and the 
poor of his people fhall truft in it. 

CHAP. XV... 

: The lamentable frate of Moab. 

HE burden of Moab. SBecaufe in the night Ar 

of Moab is laid wafte, and brought to filence; 

becaufe in the night Kir of Moab is laid wafte, and 
brought to filence; 

2 He is gone to Bajith, and to Dibon, the high 
places, to weep: Moab fhall howl over Nebo, and over. 
Medeba : on all their heads /hal/ be baldnels; and every 
beard cut off. 

3 In their ftreets they fhall gird themfelves with fack- 
cloth ; on the tops of their houfes, and in their ftreets, 
every one fhall how], weeping abundantly. 

4 And Hefhbon fhall cry, and Elealeh : their voice 
fhall be heard ever unto Jahaz: therefore the armed 
foldiers of Moab fhall cry out; his life fhall be grievous 
unto him. 

5 My heart fhall cry out for Moab; his fugitives ball 

jee unto Zoar, an heifer of three years old: for by the 
mounting up of Luhith with weeping fhall they go it 
up; for in the way of Horonaim they fhall raife upa 
cry of deftruction. 

6 For the waters of Nimrim fhall be defolate : for 
the hay is withered away, the grafs faileth, there is no 
green thing. 

7 Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and 
that which they have laid up, fhall they carry away to 
the brook of the willows. 

8 For the cry is gone round about the borders of 
Moab; the howling thereof unto Eglaim, and the 
howling thereof unto Beer-elim. 

9 For the waters of Dimon fhall be full of blood: 
for I will bring more upon Dimon, lions upon him that 
efcapeth of Moab, and upon the remnant of the land. 

; CHAP. XVI. 
1 The Moabite is exhorted to yield obedience to the throne of 
David. 6 He is threatened with judgments. 
END ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from 
Sela to the wildernefs, unto the mount of the 
daughter of Zion. 

2 For it fhall be, fha¢, as a wandering bird caft out 
of the neft, fo the daughters of Moab fhall be at the 
fords of Arnon. 

3 Take counfel, execute judgment; make thy fha- 
dow as the night in the mid{t of the noonday; hide the 
outcafts ; bewray not him that wandereth. 

4 Let mine outcafts dwell with thee, Moab; ‘be thou 
a covert to them from the face of the fpoiler: for the 
extortioner is at an end, the {poiler ceafeth, the oppref- 
fors are confumed out of the land. 


a nee eee 
31 Howl, O gate, &c.] All: this was literally fulfilled when Ne- 
buchadnezzar came againit Babylon, and took it. 


Generaut Reruectrions onChap. XIII. XIV. 


When we refle&t on the deftruction of the great city of Babylon, we 
ought to wonder at the infinite power of God, and to admire that 
mercy which he fhewed to his people, by thus fubduing their moft 
formidable enemies by the hands of ftrangers; and the exaé& ac- 
complithment of the prophecies fhould make the fcriptures precious 
to us, and teach us, at all times, to blefs God that we have fo fure 
a word of prophecy to rely upon. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XV. XVI. 


XV. 1: The burden] The deftrnétion of Moab, here prophefied 
of, happened about three years after, when Salmanezer carried the 
people into captivity. 

Kir, &¢.] This word fignifies a city: it was called the city of 
the fun, which luminary was worfhipped here under the name of 
Chemoth. 

5> 6, 7 My beart shall cry, &c:] The prophet, taking a view of 
a calamities that would come upon the Moabites, feels for and pities 
them. 


9 a be qwaters of Dinton foal be full of blaed, &c.J So many of 
O 476 ; 


Syria and Ifrael threatened. 





5 Andin mercy fhall the throne be eftablifhed: and Before 


he thall fit upon it in truth in the tabernacle of David, 
judging, and fecking judgment, and hafting righ- 
teoufnefs. 

6 4] We have heard of the pride of Moab; he is 
very proud: even of his haughtinefs, and his pride, 
and his wrath: but his lies fall riot be fo. 

7. Therefore fhall Moab howl! for Moab, every one 
fhall howl: for the foundations of Kir-harefeth thall 
ye mourn; furely they are ftr'cken. 

8 For the fields of Hefhbon languith, azd the vine 
of Sibmah: the lords of the heathen have broken down 
the principal plants there’, they are come even unto Ja- 
zer, they wandered taroiz) thie wildernefs: her branches 
are ftretched out, they are gone over the fea. 


9 Therefore I will bewail with the weeping of Jazer -. 


the vine of Sibmah : I will water thee with my tears, O 
Hefhbon, and Elealch : for the fhouting fot thy fum- 
mer fruits and for thy harveft is fallen. . 

10 And gladnefs is taken away, and joy out of the 
plentiful fiel4 ; and in the vineyards there fliall be no 
finging, neither fhall there be fhouting: the treaders 
fhall tread out no wine in the/r prefles ; I have made 
their vintage fhouting to ceate. 

11 Wherefore my bowels fhall found like an harp 
for Moab, and mine inward parts for Kir-harefh. 

_12 And it fhall come to pafs, when it is feen that 
Moab is weary on the high place, that he fall come to 
his fanctuary to pray ; but he fhall not prevail. 

13 This zs the word that the Lorp hath fpolsen con- 
cerning Moab fince that tinie. 

14 But now the Lorp hath fpoken, faying, Within 
three years, as the years of an hireling, and the glory of 
Moab thall be contemned, with all that great multi- 
tude; and the remnant /ball be very {mall and feeble. 

CHAP. XVII. 

1 Syria and Ifrael are threatened. “6 A remnant of Ifrael 
Shall forfake idolatry. 9 The defolation of the re/t. 
/SHIE, burden of Damafcus. Behold, Damatcus is 

taken away from being a city, and it fhall bea 
ruinous heap. 

2 The citics of Aroer are forfaken: they fhall be 
for flocks, which fhall lie down, and none fhall make 
them afraid. 

3 The fortrefs alfo fhall ceafe from Ephraim, and 
thekingdom from Damafcus, and theremnant of Syria: 
they fhall be as the glory of the children of Ifrael, faith 
the Lorp of hofts. 

4 And in that day it fhall come to pafs, that the 
glory of Jacob fhall be made thin, and the fatnefs of 
his flefh fhall wax lean, 

5 And it fhall be as when the harveftman gathereth 
the corn, and reapeth the ears with his arm ; and it 
fhall be as he that gathereth ears in the valley of Re- 
phaim. ; 

6 4 Yet gleaning grapes fhall be left in it, as the 
fhaking of an olive tree, two or three berries in the top 

of 

a 


the Moabites woald be killed, that the river Dimon, near which the 

battle was fought, would be choaked up with the dead bodies. 

XVI. 5 Ln mercy foall the throne be efablifoed; &c.} This and the 
foregoing verfes relate to the kingdom of the Meffiah, who was to fic 
upon the throne of David, to give judgment to his church, and rule his 
people in righteoufnefs and peace. 

12 He foall come to his fan€tuary to pray, Se After offering facri- 
fices, they will meet together in 2 more facred place, to implore the 
affiftance of their god Chemofh, but for all that, they fhall not fucceed 
in their attempts. 

14 As the years of an hireling, S&c.] That is, a precife time, as by 
agreement. 

Gengeat RerrectTions on Chap. XV. XVI. 

We may learn from thefe chapters, that though God employs the wicked 
as inftruments for the chattifement of his people ; yet he will, upon 
their fincere repentance, fhew mercy to them, after their temporary 
punifhment, but will utterly deftroy their enemies, 


. COMMENTARY axp NOTES ox CHAP. XVII. XVIII. 


XVII. 1 The burden of Damafeus, &c.] Damafcus was talcen 
by Tiglah-pilefer, 2 Kings xvi. 9. but deftroyed by Salmanezer: the 
prophet connetts the calamities of Damafcus with thofe of the ten tribes, 
On account of their confederacy again the Affyrians, and rebellions 
againft God. . 
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. : ° a Rene,” 
ISAIAH: The confufion of Egypt. 
Se ee 


the rivers have fpoiled, to the place of the name of the Before 
Lorn of hofts, the mount Zion.. CHRisf 
CHAP. XIX. ae 


Ethiopia threatened with deftruétion. 








Before of the uppermoft bough, four or five in the outmoft 


foe fruitful branches thereof, faith the Lorn God of Ifrael. 


7 At that day fhall a man look to his Maker, and 
his eyes fhall have refpect to the Holy One of Ifracl. 
__8 And he hall not look to the altars, the work of 
his lands, neither fhall refpect that which his fingers 
have made, either the groves, or the images. 

9 § In that day fhall his trong cities be as a for- 
faken bough, and an uppermoft branch, which they left 
becaufe of the children of Ifrael: and there fhall be 
defolation. 

10 Becaufe thou haft forgotten the God of thy falva- 
tion, and hait not been mindful, of the rock of thy 
ftrength, therefore fhalt thou plant pleafant plants, and 
thate fet it with ftrange flips 3 ; 

at In the day fhatt thou make thy plant to grow, 


1 The confufion of Egypt. 11 The foolifonefr of her 
princes. 18 Lhe calling of Exypt into the church, 
ip ree burden of Egypt. Behold, the Lorp rid~ 

eth upon a {wift cloud, and fhall come into 
Egypt: and the idols of Egypt thall be moved at his 
a and the heart of gypt fhall melt in the midtt 
of it. 

2 And I will fet the Egyptians againft the Egyp- 
tians: and they fhall fight ay one ae his Been 
and every one againit his neighbour; city againtt city, 
and kingdom againit kingdom. 

3 And the fpirit of Egypt fhall fail in the midft 
thereof; and I will deftroy the counfel thereof: and 


c and in the morning fhalt thou nrake thy feed to flou- they fhall feek to thé idols, and to the charmers, and to 
rifh: Sut the harveft /ba// de 2 heap in the day of grief |{ them that have familiar fpirits, and to the wizards. 
and of defperate forrow. 4 And the Egyptians will I give over into the hand 

12 {| Woe to the multitude of many people, which of a cruel lord; and‘a fierce king fhall rule over them, 
make a noife like the noife of the feas; and to the faith the Lord, the Lorn of hofts. 
rufhing of the nations, that make a rufhing like the 5 And the waters fhall fail from the fea, and the river 
rufhing of mighty waters! fhall be wafted and dried up. 

13 The nations fhall rufh like the rufhing of many 6 And they fhall turn the rivers far away 5 and the 
waters: but God fhall rebuke them, and they fhall flee brooks of defence fhall be emptied and dricd up: the 
far off, and fhall be chafect as the chaff of the mountains reeds and flags fhall wither. 
before the wind, and like a rolling thing before the 7 The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth cf 
whirlwind. the brooks, and every thing fown by the brooks, fhall 

14 And behold at evening tide trouble ; end before wither, be driven away, and be no more. 
the morning he zs not. This is the portion of them 8 The fifhers alfo fhall mourn, and all they that caft 
thac fpoil us, ancl the Jot of them that rob us. angle into the brooks fhall lament; and they that fpread 

CHAP. XVHUI. nets upon the water fhall languith. 
1 God threateneth to deftroy the Ethiopians. 7 An accefs 9 Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they 
will from thence be made to the church. that weave networks, fliall be confounded. 
Pv OF to the land fhadowing with wings, which 1o And they fhall be brolsen in the purpofes thereof, 
ie is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia : all that make fluices avd ponds for fifh. 


2 That fendeth ambaffadors oy the fea,even in veffels 
of bulruthes upon the waters, /aying, Go, yefwift mef- 
fengers, to a nation {cattered and peeled, to a people 
terrible from their beginning hitherto; a nation meted 
out and trodden down, whofe land the rivers have 
{poiled! 

2 All the inhabitants of the world, and dwellers on 
the earth, fee ye, when he lifteth up an enfign on the 
mountains; and when he bloweth a trumpet, hear ye. 

4 For fo the Lorp faid unto me, I will take my reft, 
and I will confider in my dwelling place like a clear 
leat upon herbs, avd like a cloud of dew in the heat of 
harveit. 

5 For afore the harveft, when the bud is perfedct, 
and the four grape is ripening in the Hower, he fhall 


~ both cut off the fprigs with pruning hooks, and take 


away and cut down the branches. 

6 They fhall be left together unto the fowls of the 
mountains, and to the beafts of the earth: and the 
fowls fhall fummer upon them, and all beafts of the 
earth fhall winter upon them. 

7 & In that time fhall the prefent be brought unto 
the Lorp of holts of a people fcattered and peeled, 
and froma peopleterrible from their beginning hitherto; 
a nation meted out and trodden under foot, whofe land 


7, 8 At that day feall a man look, &c.] "The people, convinced that 
heir idols are utterly unable to help them, fhall, by unfeigned repent- 
‘ance, turn to the worfhip of the true God, as the only being that can 
deliver chem in the day of trouble. 

12 Wee cathe multitude, &c.] Vhefe words refer to the deftruétion of 
the army of Sennacherib, ten years after. 

_ 13 A rolling thing beforethe whirlwind.) As the ftraw or chaff turned 
round in a whirlwind. 

XVIU. 1, 2 Wee to the land—with wings, &c.]  “ The land with 
wings” denotes Egypt; and by the river of Ethiopia is meant the Nile. 

4 Lf will take my refi, and confider in my dawelling place, &e.] I will 
have a peculiar regard for my church, and defend it, though without 
any vifible means or external aid. 

7 In that time, &c.| Thefe words plainly relate to the calling of 
the Gentiles, who were to embrace the gofpel as foon as promulgaced ; 
which they accordingly did. 


: Generat Rerrectrsons on Chap. XVII. XVII. 
'Thefe chapters point out to us, that the judgments of God are all 
2 


11 ¥& Surely the piinces of Zoan are fools, the coun- 
fel of the wife counfellors of Pharaoh is become brutifh: 
how fay ye unto Pharoah, I am the fon of the wife, the 
fon of ancient kings? 

12 Where are they: where are thy wife men? and 
let them tell thee now, and let them know what the 
Lorp of hofts hath purpofed upon Egypt. 

13 The princes of Zoan are become fools, the 
princes of Noph are deceived; they have alfo feduced 
Egypt, even they that are the ftay of the tribes thereof. 

14 The Lorop hath mingled a perverfe fpirit in the 
mid{t thereof: and they have caufed Egypt to err in 
every work thereof, as a drunken man ilaggereth in 
his vomit. 

‘1g Neither fhall there be avy work for Egypt, which 
the head or tail, branch or rufh, may do. 

16 In that day fhall Egypt be like unto women: and 
it fhall be afraid and fear becaufe of the fhiking of the 
hand of the Lorn of hofts, which he fhaketh over it. 

17 And the land of Judah fhall bea terror unto 
Egypt, every one that makcth mention thereof ihall be 
afraid in himfelf, becaufe of the counfel of the Lorp of 
hofts, which he hath determined againft it. 

18 4 In that day hall five cities in the land of 
Egypt, fpeak the language of Canaan, and {wear to the 

_ Lorp 

a ET TALE TNE NS AN TT SEIU NG, 
of a progreffive nature; and that the beft way to efcape punifh- 
ment, isto avoid fin. We have alfo reafen from hence to admire 


the goodnefs of God, while he was denouncing judgments aguint. 


the heathen, had thoughts of mercy towards a remnant, by fending 
the Meffiah to recover them from ‘the ruins of the fall, and reitore 
them to his favour. 


COMMENTARY arp NOTES on Chap. XIX. XX. 


XIX. This prophecy includes various particulars, alluding to Ne- 
buchadnezzar and the, Babylonians, Cambyfes and the Perfians. It was 
fulfilled exatly fifty-four years after it was delivered. 

4. And the Egyptians, &e.] They hall be long governed and op- 
prefled by cruel tyrants ; which took place immediately after their 
being fubdued by’ the Perfians, to whom they were fubject many. 

ears- 
11 Surely the princes of Zoan, &c.] “The wife men of Egypt, who 
dircéted the kings by their advice froin time to time. } 

18 In that day, &c.] ‘'Thefe words plainly refer to the gofpel dif- 


penfation, The five cities which firft embraced the gofpel in Egy pt 
were 








Refore Lorp of hofts; one fhall be called, Tue city of de- 
CHRIST ftruction. . 


714. 


19 In that day fhall there be an altar to the Lorp in 
the midf of the land of Egypt, and a pillar at the 


border thereof to the Lorp. 

20 And it fhall be for a fign and fora witnefs unto 
the Lorp of holts in the land of Egypt: for they fhall 
cry unto the Lorp becaufe of the oppreffors, and he 
{hall fend them a faviour, anda great one, and he flvall 
deliver them. 

21 And the Lorp fhall be known to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians fhall know the Lorp in that day, and {hall 
do facrifice and oblation ; yea, they fhall vow a vow 
unto the Lorn, and perform 7. 

22 And the Lorp {hall {mite Egypt: he fhall {mite 
and heal it: and they thall return even to the Lorn, 
and he fhall be intreated of them, and {hall heal them. 

23 § in that day fhall there be a highway out of 
Egypt to Affyria, and the Affyrian fhall come into 
Egypt, and the Egyptian into Affyria, and the Egyp- 
tians fhail ferve with the Affyrians. 

24 In that day fhall Ifrae] be the third with Egypt 
and with Affyria, even a blefiing in the midft of the 
jand: 

25 Whom the Lorn of hofts fhall blefs, faying, 
Bleficd be Egypt my people, and Affyria the work of 
my hands, and Ifrael mine inheritance. 
CHAP. XX. 
A type prefiguring the Shameful captivity of Egypt aad 
: Ethicpia. 
JN the year that Tartan came unto Afhdod, (when 
Sargon the king of Affyria fent him,) and fought 
againft Afhdod, and took it ; 

2 At the fame time fpake the Lorp by Ifaiah the 
fan of Amoz, faying, Go, and loofe the fackcloth from 
off thy loins, and put off thy fhoe from thy foot. And 
he did fo, walking naked and barefoot. 

3 And the Lorp faid, Like as my fervant Ifaiah hath 
walked naked and barefoot three years for a fign and 
wonder upon Egypt and upon Ethiopia ; 

4 So fhall the king of Affyria lead away the Egyp- 
tians prifoners, and the Ethiopians captives, young and 
eld, naked and barefoot, even with their buttocks un- 


covered, to the fhame of Egypt. 


5 And they fhall be afraid and afhamed of Ethiopia 
their expectation, and of Egypt their glory. 

6 And theinhabitant of this ifle fhall fayin that day, 
Behold, fuch 7s our expectation, whither we flee for 
help to be delivered from the king of Affyria: and 
how fhall we efcape? 

CHAP. X&I. 
1 The fall of Babylon by the Medes. 11 He giveth warning 
to Edom. 13 The fet time of Arabia’s calamity. 


WHE burden of the defert of the fea. As whirl- 

_ winds in the fouth -pafs through; /o it cometh 
from the defert, from a terrible land. 

2 A grievous vifion is declared unto me; the trea- 

cherous dealer dealeth treacheroufly, and the fpoiler 


ee 
were ‘Heliopolis, Migdol, Tahpanhes, Noph, and Pathros: but ihey 
alfo literally mean, that the knowledge of the God of Ifrael fhould be 
revealed in-thofe cities long before the coming of the Meffiah, which 
firft cook place when Ptolomy Soter carried whole colonies of the Jews 
thither, 

23 In that day feall there be a highway, &c.] When the gofpel is 
preached, all thofe who embrace it fhall confider each other as brethren, 
notwithftanding their heing born in different parts of the world. 

XX. 2 Losfe the fackcloth from off thy loins, &e.] _‘* SackcJoth” 
wmeans an hairy garment worn by the prophets: they threw off their 
upper garment, when they delivered their predictions, in order to excite 
attention. 

& And the inhabitant of this ifle, 8c.] _ Meaning the fea coaft of Pa- 
Jefline, where there were many fortified towns, to which the people 
fied, when the Syrians marched againft Jerufalem. 


Generat Rerrectrons on Chap. XIX. XX, 


From what is here fet down, we may find abundant caufe to blefs God 


for the Chriftian difpenfation, whereby types and fhadows bein, 
done away; the-truth is brought to ovr underftanding in the dearatl 


“The captivity of Egype and Ethiopia. CHAP. XX. XXI. XXII. The fall of Babylon forefhewn. , 


{fpoileth. Go up, O Elam: befiege,O Media; all the 
fighing thercof have 1 made to ceafe. 

3 Therefore are my Joins filled. with pain: pangs 
have taken hold upon me, as thé pangs of a woman 
that travaileth: I was bowed down at the hearing of it; 
I was difmayed at the feeing of /t. . 

_4 My heart panted, fearfulnefs affrighted me: the 
night of my pleafure bath he turned into fear unto me. 

5 Prepare the table, watch in the watchtower, eat, 
drink: arife, ye princes, avd anoint the fhield. , 
- 6 For thus hath the Lorn faid unto me, Go, fet a 
watchman, let him declare what he feeth. 

7 And he faw xchariot with a couple of horfemen, 
a chariot of affes, a#d a chariot of camels; and he 
hearkened diligently with much heed : 

8 And he cried, A lion: My lord, I ftand continu- 
ally upon the watchtower in the daytime, and I am fet 
in my ward whole nights: 

9 And; héhold, here cometh a chariot of men, with 
a couple.of horfemen. And he anfwered and faid, 
Babylon is fallen, is fallen: and all the graven images 
of her gods-he hath broken unto the ground. a 

to O my threfhing, and the corn of my foor: that 
which I have heard of the Lorp of hofts, the God of 
Ifrael, have I declared unto you. — 

11 4! The burden of Dumah. He calleth to me out 
of Seir, Watchman, what of the night? Watchman, 
what of the night? ' 

124] The watchman faid, The morning cometh, 
and alfo the night: if yc will cnquire, enqutre ye: re- 
turn, come. 

13. § The burden upon Arabia. In the foreft in 
Arabia fhall ye lodge, O ye travelling companies of 
Dedanim. 

14 The inhabitants of the land of Tema brought 
water tohim that was thirfty, they prevented with their 
bread him that fied. 

15 For they fled from the fwords, from the drawn 
fword, and from the bent bow, and from the grievouf- 
nefs of war. 

16 For thus hath the Lorn faid unto me, Within a 
year, according to the years of an hireling, and all the 
glory of Kedar fhall fail: 

_17 And the refidue of the number of archers, the 
mighty men of the children of Kedar, fhall be dimi- 
nifhed: for the Lorp God of Ifrael hath fpolsen 7¢. 


CHAP. XXIL 
1 Lhe prophet lamenteth the invafion of Jewry; 8 he re- 
proveth their trufi in buman means, and not in God. 
HE burden of the valley of vifion. What aileth 
thee now, that thou art wholly gone up to the 
houfetops? 

2 Thou that art full of itirs, a tumultuous city, a 
joyous city: thy flain men are not flain with the fword, 
nor dead in battle. 

- 3 All thy rulers are fled together, they are bound by 
the archers: all that are found in thee are bound toge- 
ther, which have fled from far. 

4 Therefore faidJ, Look away from me; I will weep 

bitterly, 
eee 
manner. Let us therefore fearch the {criptures, which are able to 

make us wife unto falvation. . 

COMMENTARY =: anv NOTES on CHAP. XXI. XXII. 


XXI. 4, 5 The night of ny pleafure—Prepare the table, &c.] While 
the Babylonians make fome faint provifion for war, but are more in- 
tent upon feafting, arife ye commanders of the Perfian army, and 
prepare for war in earneft. Babylon was furprifed and taken the night 
of a great feftival, while the inhabitants were dancing, drinking, and 
revelling. 

7 A couple of harfemen, &c.] This may dencte Cyrus and Darius. 

g And, behold, here cometh a chariot of mex, &¢.| “When Xerxes was 
defeated by the Grecians, he feized on all the treafures in the temple of 
Babylon, and melted down the golden images, to reimburfe himfelf 
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for the expences of the war: thus this divine prophecy was fulfilled by * 


a heathen prince, in whom the idolatrous priefts confided. 

XXII. 1 The burden of the valley of viftor, &c.| The whole land 
of Judea was the * valley of vifion,”” becaufe their God was pleafed to 
reveal the knowledge of his ways by the fpirit of prophecy. 


23 And 








The downfall of Shebna_ foretold. 





Before_bitterly, labour not to comfort me, becaufe of the fpoil-~ 


CHRIST 


iz. 


ing of the daughter of my people. 

§ For i is a day of trouble, and of treading down, 
and of perplexity by the Lord Gop of hofts in the val- 
ley of vifion, breaking down the walls, and of crying to 
thé mountains. : : 

6 And Elam bare the quiver with chariots of men 
and horfemen, and Kir uncovered the fhield. 

7 And it fhall come to pafs, that thy choiceft val- 
leys fhall be full of chariots, and the horfemen {hall fet 
themfelves in array at the gate. 

8 § And hedifcovered the covering of Judah, and 
thou didft look in that day to the armour of the houfe 
of the foreft.-- an : 

9 Ye have feen alfo the breaches of the cicy of Da- 
vid, that they are many: and ye gathered together the 
waters of the lower pool. 

to And ye have numbered the houfes of Jerufalem, 
and the houfes have ye broken down to fortify the wall. 

1 Ye made alfo a ditch between the two walisfor the 
‘water of the old pool: but ye have not looked intathe 
maker thereof, neither ‘had refpeét unto him that fa- 
fhioned it long ago. __ 

12 And in that day did the Lord Gon of hofts call 
to weeping, and to mourning, and to baldnefs, and to 
girding with fackcloth: . 

13, And behold joy and gladnefs, flaying oxcn, and 
killing fheep, eating flefh, and drinking wine: let us 
eat and drink; for to morrow we fhall die. 

44 And it was revealed in mine ears by the Lorp of 
hofts, Surely this iniquity fhall not be purged from you 
till ye die, faith the Lord Gon of hotts. 

15 4 Vhus faith the Lord Gop of hofts, Go, get 
thee unto this treafurer, ever unto Sheona, which zs 
over the houfe, and fay, 

16 What haft thou here? and whom haft thou here, 
that thou haft hewed thee out a fepulchre here, as he 
that heweth him out a fepulchre on high, azd that 
gtaveth an habitation for himfelf in a rock? 

17 Behold, the Lorn will carry thee away with a 
mighty captivity, and will furely cover thee. 

18 He will furely violently turn and tofs thee /ike a 
ball into a large country : there fhalt thou die, and 
there the chariots of thy glory /hal/ be the fhame of thy 
lord’s houfe. 

19 And I will drive thee from thy ftation, and from 
thy flate fhall he pull thee down. 

20 ¥ And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that I will 
call my fervant Eliakim the fon of Hilkiah: 

2t And I will clothe him with thy robe, and ftrength- 
en him with thy girdle, and I will commit thy govern- 
ment into his hand: and he fhall be a father to the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, and to the houfe of Judah. 

22 And the key of the houfe of David will I lay 
upon his fhoulder; fo he fhall open, and none fhall 
fhut ; and he fhall fhut, and none fhall open. 

23 And I will faften him as a nail in a fure place ; 
and he fhall be for a glorious throne to his father’s 
houfe. 

24 And they fhall hang upon him all the glory of 


his father’s houfe, the offspring and the iffue, all veffels | 


of {mall quantity, from the veffels of cups, even to all 
the veffels of flaggons. 

25 In that day, faith the Lorn of hofts, fhall the 
nail that is faftened in the fure place be removed, and be 





23 And Iwill faften bin as a nail, &c.) This isan exprefs allufion 
to, and prophecy of the Meffiah’s kingdom: his gofpel, like a nail, 
was to be faftened, that it could not be eafily removed, and, likea pole, 
it was to be feen by sl people, This, in a more enlarged fenfe, points 
out the glory of God the Father, who was, in confequence of the obe- 
dicnce unto death of our divine Redeemer, to accept of his glorious work 
as the meritorious caafe of our juftification. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. XXI. XXII. 


We may perceive, from thefe chapters, that all the glory and pride of 
this world are lefs than nothing in the fight of God; that the gof- 
pel of Chrift is built on the fureft foundation, impregnable by the 
power and rage of men and devils; and that all the glory of rhe 
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ISAIAH. 





fhall be cut off: for the Lorp hath fpoken z¢. 
CHAP. XXII. 
i The miferable overthrow of Tyre. 15 Her reftoration 
after fewenty years, and her whoredoms. 
Se burden of Tyre. Howl, ye fhips of Tar- 
fhifh; for it is laid wafte, fo that there is no 
honfe, no entering in: from the land of Chittim it is 
tevealed to them. 
2 Be ftill, ye inhabitants of the ifle; thou whom 
the merchants of Zidon, that pafS over the fea, have 
teplcenifhed. 
3 And by great waters the feed of Sihor, the harveft 
of the river. zs her revenue; and fheis a mart of nations. 
4 Be thou afhamed, O Zidon: for the fea hath fpo- 
ken, even the ftrength of the fea, faying, I travail not, 
hor bring forth children, neither do I nourifh up young 
men, nor bring up virgins. 
5 Asat the report concerning Egypt, /o fhall they be 
forely pained at the report of Tyre. : 
6 Pals ye over to ‘farfhith ; howl, ye inhabitants of 
the tile. 
7 4s this your joyous city, whofe antiquity’zs of an- 
tient days? hur own feet fhall carry her afar off to fo- 
ourn. 
8 Who hath taken this counfel againft Tyre, the 
crowning city, whofe merchants are princes, whofe 
traffickers are the honourable of the earth? 

9 The Lorp of hofts hath purpofed it, to ftain the 
pride of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the 
honourable of the earth? 

10 Pafs through thy land as ariver, O daughter of 
Tarfhith : there zs no more ftrength. 

1r He ftretched out his hand wver the “a, he fhook 
the kingdoms: the Lorn hath given commandment 
againft the merchant cify, to deftroy the ftrong holds 
thereof, 

12 And he faid, Thou fhalt no more rejoice, O thou 
opprefied virgin, daughter of Zidon: arife, pafs over 
to Chittim; there alfo fhalt thou have no -reft. 

13 Behold the Jand of the Chaldeans ; this people 
was not, #///the Affyrian founded it for them that dwell 
in the wildernefs: they fet up the towers thereof, they 
raifed wp the palaces thereof; and he brought it to 
ruin. . 

14 Howl, ye fhips of Tarfhith; for your ftrength is 

Jaid wafte. : 
15 ¥ And it fhall come to pafs in that day, that Tyre 
fhall be forgotten feventy years according to the days 
of one king: after the end of feventy years-fhall Tyre 
fing as an harlot. 

16 Take an harp, go about the city, thou harlot 
that haft been forgotten; make {weet melody, fing 
many fongs, that thou mayeft be remembered. 

17 And it fhall come to pafe after the erid of feventy 
years, that the Lorn will vifit Tyre, and fhe fhall turn 
to her hire, and fhall commit fornication with all the 
kingdoms of the world upon the face of the earth. 

18 And her merchandife and her hire fhall be holi- 
nefg to the Lorn: it fhall not be treafured nor laid ups 
for her merchandife fhall be for them’that dwell before 
the Lorp, to eat fufficiently, ard for durable clothing. 

CHAP. XXIV. 
i The deplorable judgments of God upon the land. 13 4 


- remnant fhall joyfully praife him. 
Soall soyfully praife BEHOLD, 





divine attributes is confpicuonfly difplayed in Chrift’s obedience and 
fufferings, in order to reconcile us to God, and make us happy in 
the enjoyment of his favour for ever, when the tranfitory things of 
this life fhall have an end. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXIII. XXIV. 


XXII. 1 The burder of Tyre, &c.] This is one of the cleareft 
prophecies in the old teftament, and hath been literally fulfilled, 

18 And her merchandize and her hire ball be boline/s to the Lord, &c.] 
Thefe words are a clear proof that the people of Tyre were to be called to 
the belief of the gofpel: and it is remarkable, that though Chrift was 
only fent to the loft fheep of the houfe of Ifrael, yet he granted the re- 
queft of a Tyriaa woman, who believed on him. saa 


The miferable overthrow of Tyre. 





cut down, and fa!]; and the burden that wes upon it Retore 
CURIST 


724. 


715. 





God’s judgments upon the land. CHAP. XXV. XXVI. God is praifed for his judgments, 3c. 


Before Bee the Lorp maketh the earth empty, and 

CHRIST maketh it wafte, and turneth it upfide down, and 
732. {carrereth abroad the inhabitants thereof. 

2 And it fhall be, as with the people, fo with the 

prieft; as with the fervant, fo with his mafter ; as with 


the maid, fo with her miftrefs ; as with the buyer, fo. 


with the feller ;.as with the lender, fo with the bor~ 
rower; as with the taker of ufury, fo with the giver of 
ufury to him. ‘ 

The land fhall be utterly emptied, and utterly 
{poiled: for the Lorp hath fpoken this word. 
. 4 The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the world 
languifheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the 
earth do languifh. ; 

s§ The earth alfo is defiled under the inhabitants 
thereof; becaufe they have tranfgreffed the laws, chang- 
ed the ordinance, broken the everlafting covenant. 

6 Therefore hath the curfe devoured the earth, and 
they that dwell therein are defolate: therefore the inha- 
bitants of the earth are burned, and few men lefc. 

7 The new wine mourneth, the vine languifheth, all 
the merryhearted do figh. : 

8 The mirth of tabrets ceafeth, the noife of them 
that rejoice endeth, the joy of the harp ceafeth. ; 

They fhall not drink wine with a fong; ftrong 
drink fhall be bitter to them to drink it. ; 

1o The city of confufion is broken down: every 
houfe is fhut up, that no man may come in. 

11 There isacrying for wine in the ftreets; all joy is 
darkened, the mirth of the land is gone. 


12 Inthecity is left defolation, and the gate is fmit- 


ten with deftruction. 
13 4 When thus it fhall be in the midft of the land 
among the people, shere feall be as the fhaking of an 
olive tree, and as the gleaning grapes when the vin- 
tage is done. 
14. They fhall lift up their voice, they fhall fing for the 
majefty of the Lorn, they fhall cry aloud from the fea. 
15 Wherefore glorify ye the Lorp in the fires, even 
the name of the Lord Gop of Ifrael in the ifles of the fea. 
16 { From the uttermoft part of the earth have we 
heard fongs, even glory to the righteous. 


ous dealers have dealt very treacheroufly. - 

17 Fear, and the pit, and the {nare, are upon thee, 
O inhabitant of the earth. 

18 And it fhall come to pafs, zbat he who fleeth 


from the noife of the fear fhall fallinto the pit; and he 


that cometh up out of the midft of the pit fhall be raken 


in the fnare: for the windows from on high are open, 


and the foundations of the earth do fhake. 

1g The earth is utterly broken down, the earth is 
clean diffolved, the earth is moved exceedingly. 

20 The earth fhall reci to and fro like a drunkard, 
and fhall be removed like a cottage; and the tranf- 
greffion thereof fhall be heavy upon it; and it fhall 
fall, and not rife again. ; 

21 And it fhail come to pafs in that day, that the 
Lorp hall pe the hoft of the high ones that are 
on high, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 

22 And they thall be gathered together, as prifoners 
are gathered in the pit, and fhall be fhut up in the pri- 
fon, and after many days fhall they be vifited. 

23 Then the moon fhall be confounded, and.the fun 





XXIV. § Theeverlafing covenant.} The introduction of the gof- 
pel covenant, founded on better promifes than the firft, and intended 
to comprehend the whole race of mankind. , 


23 Yhen the moon feall be confounded, &c.J Thefe words refer to. 


the gloriaus kingdom of the Mefliah, which was to take place when all 
thofe predicted judgments were over ; they alfo point out the fubver- 
fion of the Jewith ftate, which; to the confufion of deifts and infidels, 
is only recorded by Jewih and heathen authors. - 
.Gengerat Rerrectirons on Chap. XXIII. XXIV. 
The ufe we are to make of thefe chapters, is, that the judgments of God 
will furely overtake proud and wicked men; and.that with refpeét 
to God’s people, he is not only able, but difpofed to relieve them in 
. she worft of times. es SN ae 
No, 470 


But I faid, 
My leannefs, my leannefs, woe unto me! the treacher- 
ous dealers have dealt treacheroufly ; yea, the treacher- 










afhamed, when the Lorp of kiofts fhall reign in mount Before 
Zion, and in Jerufalem, and before his ancients glo. CHRIST 


rioufly, 74te 

: CHAP. XXV: 

1 The prophet par God for bis paft judgments, 6 for 

‘bis faving benchits, 9 and for bis vittorious Jalvation: 

O Lorp, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will 
praife thy name; for thou haft done wonderful 

things ; thy counfels of old are faithfulnefs avd truth. 

2 For thou haft made of a. city an heap; pf a de- 
fenced city a ruin: a palace of ftrangers to be no city 3 
it fhall never be built. : 

3 Therefore fhall the {trong people glorify thee, the 
city of the terrible nations fhall fear thee. 

4 For thou haft been a ftrength to the poor, a ftrength 
to the needy in his diftrefs, a refiige from the ftorm, a 


‘fhadow from the heat, when the blaft of the terrible 


ones is as a ftorm againft the wall. 

5 Thou fhalt bring down the noife of ftrangers, as 
the heat in a dry place ; even the heat with the fhadow 
of a cloud: the branch of the terrible ones fhall be 


{ brought low. 


- 64 And in this mountain fhall the Lord of hofts 
make unto all people a feaft of fat things, a feaft of 
Jwines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines 
on the lees well refined. ~ . 

“ ~ And he will deftroy in this mountain the face of 
the covering cafk over all people, and the vail that ‘is 
{pread over all nations. 

‘8 He will {wallow up death in victory ; andthe Lord 
-Gop will wipe away tears- from off all faces ;-and the 
rebuke of his people fhall he take away from off all the 
earth: for the Lorp hath fpoken 74. 

g And it fhall be faid in that day, Lo, this 7s our 
‘God ; we have waited for him, and he will fave us: 
this 7s the Lorp; we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his falvation. 

.ro For in this mountain fhall the hand of the Lorp 
reft, and Moab fhall be trodden down under him, even 
as ftraw is trodden down for the dunghill. 

rr And he fhall {pread forth his hands in the midft of 
them, as he that fwimmeth {preadeth forth bis bands 
to fwim: and he fhall bring down their pride together 
with the {poils of their hands. 

12 And the fortrefs of the high fort of thy walls {hall 
he bring down, lay low, a@xd bring to the ground, evez 


to the duft. 
CHAP. XXVI.. 


1 4 fong inciting to confidence in God, 5 for his Judgments 
upon the adverfary, 12 and favour to his people. 
) ie that day fhall this fong be fung in the land of 
Judah; We have a ftrong city; falvation will God 
appoint for walls and bulwarks. 

2 Open ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in, 

3 Thou wilt keep Sim in perfect peace, whofe mind 
is ftayed on thee: becaufe he trufteth in thee. 

4 Truft ye in the Lorp for ever: for in the Lorp 
JEHOVAH is everlafting ftrength : 

5 For he bringeth down them that dwell on high ; 
the lofty city, he layeth itlow; he layeth it low, eves 
to the ground ; he bringeth it evex to the duft. 

6 The foot fhall tread it down, even the feet of the 
poor, and the fleps of the needy. 

: 7 The 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on GHAP. XXV. XXVI. 

XXV. 6 In this mountain fhall the Lord of hits make unto all people 
a feaf?, &c.} In Sion or Jerufalem God will beltow his grace ina plen- 
tifel manner upon his people, and fill them with {piritual delights, 
when the Jews thal be converted, and the fulnefs of.the Gentiles fhall 
come into the church. ; : 

8 He will fwallow up death in vidtory, &c.] St. Paul applies this 
fentence, 1 Cor. Xv. $4. to the general refurreétion. 

XXVI. 2 Open ye the gates, &c.] - This expreffion implies the en- 


ing the namber of believers, and bringing into the church daily 
fuck as fhould be faved. 


7B 19 Thy 


God's care over his vineyard. 


Before 


7 The. way of the juft zs uprightnefs = thou, -moft 


CHRIST upright, doft weigh the path of the juft. 


71z- 


8 Yea, in the way of thy judgments, O Lorn, have 
we waited for thee; the defire of our foulzs to thy name, 
and to the remembrance of thee. i. S 

g With my foul have I defired thee in the night ; 
yea, with my {pirit within me will I feek thee early : for 
when thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteoufnefs. : 

10 Let favour be fhewed to the wicked, yer will he 


‘ not learn righteoufnefs: in the land of uprightnefs will 
he-deal unjuftly, and will not behold the majefty of 


the Lorp. | : 

' £Y Lorn, when thy hand is lifted up, they will not 

fee: éut they fhall fee, and be afhamcd for their envy 

at the people; yea, the fire of thine enemies fhall de~ 

vour them. . : : 
12 Y Loro, thou wilt ordain peace for us: for thou 

alfo haft wrought all our works in us. 

* 13° O Lorp our God, other lords befide thee have 

had dominion over us: du by thee only will we make 

mention of thy name. i oa 


14 They are dead, they fhall not live; they are de- |} 


ceafed, they fhall not rife: therefore haft thou vifited 


and deftroyed them, and made all their memory to perifh. fj 


35 Thou haft increafed the nation, O Lorp, thou 


haft increafed the nation: thou art glorified: thou hadft , 


removed if far unto ail the ends of the earth. 


16 Lorn, in trouble have they vifited thee, they © 
prayer when thy chaftening was upon 


poured outa 

them. ; 
17 Like as a woman with child, that draweth near 

the time of her. delivery, is in pain, aud crieth out in 

her pangs; fo have we been in thy fight, O Lorp. 

’ 18 We have been with child, we have been in pain, 


we have as it were brought forth wind; we have nor . 
wrought any deliverance in the earth; neither have the . 


inhabitants of the world fallen. 


Awake and fing, ye that dwell 


body fhall they arife. 


in duft: for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the ‘ 


earth fhall caft out the dead. 


20 FY Come, my people, enter thou into thy cham- 


bers, and fhut thy doors about thee: hide thyfelf as it 
were fora little moment, until the indignation be over- 


paft. 
to punifh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: 
the earth alfo fhall difclofe her blood, and fhall no more 
cover her flain. 

XXVITL. 


CHAP. 

1 God’s care over bis vineyard. 7 His chaftifements and 
judgments differ. 12 The reftoration of the difpzrfed. 
1 that day the Lorp with his fore and great and 

ftrong {word fhall punifh-leviathan the piercing fer- 


pent, even leviathan that crooked ferpent ; and he fhall - 


flay the dragon that zs in the fea. 


2 4 In that day fing ye unto her; A vineyard of red 


wine. 
I the Lorp do keep it; I will water it every mo- 
ment: left any hurt it, 1 will keep it night and day. 


_ _ 4 Fury ésnot in me: who would fet the briers and . 
thorns againft me in battle? I would: go through them, | 


I would burn them together. 
g Or let him take hold of my’ftrength, ‘bat he may 
make peace with me; avd he fhall make peace with 


me. 


sr tr emesis 
39 Thy dead men foall live, &c.] The powers of the foul fhall be 
quic 


ened and renewed under the. gofpel. This prophecy may zufo 
probably relate to the reformation of the church from popery, which 
igs in a great meafure taken place, and no doubt will do jo univerfally 

when the man of fin fhall be totally deftroyed. . 

Generat Rerrecrisons on Chap. XXV.XXVI. 

The church is ‘here comfortedunder her afflictions, with an affurance, 
that though her ‘enemies are-many and powerful, yet-Chriit, being 
almighty, will fabdue them at laft; which fhould teach.us, that 
per hopes being fixed on fuch a Saviour, we shall acver be con- 
WONTG ZS > : 5 


ISAIAH. : 


21 For, behold, the Lorp cometh out of his place || 





Ephraim threatened. 


6 He fhall caufe them that come of Jacob to take Before 
root: Ifrael fhall bloffom and bud, and fill the face of CURIS 
the world with fruit, ae. 
- 7 Hath he fmirten him, as he fmote thofe thar 
{mote him ? or is he flain according to the flaughter of 
them that are flain by him? 

8 In meafure, when it fhooreth forth, thou wilt debate 
with it: he ftayeth his rough wind in the day of the 
eaft wind. 

‘9 By this therefore fhall the iniquity of Jacob be 
purged ; and this 7s all the fruit to take away his fin; 
when he maketh all the ftones of the altar aschalkftones 
that are beaten in funder, the groves and images fhall 
not ftand up. ec 

10 4] Yet the defenced city fall Ze defolate, and the 
habitation forfaken, and-Jeft like a wildernefs: there 
fhall the calf feed, and there fhall'he lie down, and con- 
fume the branches thereof. 

11 When the boughs thercofare withered, they thall ° 
be broken off: the women come, and fet them on fire: 
for it is a people of no underftanding: therefore he that 
made them will not have mercy on them, and he that 
formed them will fhew them no favour. 

12 9] And it fhall come to pafs in that day, tba? the 
Lorp-fhall beat off from the channel of the river unto 
the {tream of Egypt, and ye fhall be gathered one by 
one, O ye children of Ifrael.  ~ 

13 And it fhall cometo pafs in that day, shat the 
great.trumpet fhall be blown, and they fhall come which 
were ready to perifh inthe. land of Affyria, and the 
outcafts in the land of Egypt, and fhall woritip the 
Lorp in the holy mount at Jerufalem. 

CHAP, XXVIII. - ; 
1 Ephraim threatened. 16 Chrif? promifed: 18 their fe- 
curity foall be'tried. - 22 God's providence, 
WE to the crown of pride, to the drunkards of 725, 
Ephraim, whofe glorious beauty is a fading 


| fl hich the head of tl z 
1g Thy dead men fhall live, together with my dead |; a ee oe valine Cbchens 


that are overcome with wine! 

2 Behold, the Loxp hath a mighty and ftrong-one, 
which as a temptft of hail anda deftroying ftorm, asa 
flood of mighty waters overflowing, fhall caft down to 
the earth with the hand. — - 

3 The crown of pride, the drunkards of Ephraim, 
fhail be trodden under feet : 

4. And the glorious beatiry, which 7s on the head of 
the fac valley, ihall be a fadinz flower, and as the hafty 
fruit before thé fummer ; which when he that looketh 
upon it feeth, while it is yet inthis hand he eateth it up. 

5 4 In thar day fhall the Lorn of hofts be fora 
crown of glory, and for a diadem of beauty, unto the 
refidue of his people. ‘ 

6 And fora fpirit of judgment to him that firteth 
in judgment, and for ftrength to them thar turn the 
battle to the gare. 

7 {J But ‘they alfo have erred through wine, and 
through ftrong drink are out of the way; the prieft and 
the prophet have erred through ftrong drink, they are 
fwallowed up of wine, they are out of the way through 
ftrong drink ; they err in vifion, they 'ftumble zz judg- 
ment., 

8 For all tables are full of vomit and filthinefs, /o 
that there is no place clean. | 

4{ Whom fhall he teach knowledge? and whoni 
fhall he make to underftand doctrine ? ¢hem that are 
weaned from the milk, azd drawn from the breafts. . 

10 For precept mu/2 de upon precept, precept upon 

precept ; 





GOMMENTARY anp NOTES on Chap. XXVII. XXVIII. 


XXVII. 3 Jn that day, &c.] This alludes to the’ Chriftian 
charch: by “ red: wine,’”? underftand its bloody perfecutions under the 
Roman emperors; and alfo the fervent love of the primitive Chrif- 


trans. : aes bog. ce 3 
- ¥2 Le Lord: foall. beat off from the channl of the river, &c.) EV 
phrates, and the Nile. “This mutt fikewife be applied to the kingdom 
of.Chrift, when all the true Ifrael of God were to be fayed-by the*me- 
~fitorious work of the Redeemer. Ee sae. ag 

-, XXVUT, 





: Chrift, the fure foundation, promised. C HAP. XXIX. 


Before precept; line upon linc, line upon line; here a Little, 
CHRIST 7d there a little : : 
775° yy For with ftammering lips and another tongue 
will he fpeak to this people. , 
-42 To whom he faid, ‘This ¢s the reft wherewith ye 
may caufe the weary to reft ; and this zs the refrefhing: 
yet they would not hear, 2 _ 

13 Buc theword of the Lorp was unto them precept 
upon precept, precept upon precept.; line upon line, 
line upon line; herea little aad therea little; that they 
might go, and fall backward, and be broken, and 
fnared, and taken. © : 

14 Q Wherefore hear the word of the Lorn, ye 
feornful men, that rulethis peoplé which /s in Jerufalem. | 

15 Becaufe ye have faid, We have made a covenant 
with death, and with hell are we at agreement; when 
the overflowing fcourge fhall pafs, through, it fhall mor 
come untous: for we have made lies our refuge, and 
under falfehood have we hid ourfelves: ; a 
“6 q Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop, Behold, I 
lay in Zion.for a foundatioa a fione, a tried ftone, a , 
precious corner fone, a fure foyndation: he that be, ° 
lieveth thall nor make hatte. : 

17 @ Judgmentalfo will [lay to the line, and righ- 
teoufnefs ro the plummet: and the hail fhall fweep 
away the refuge of lies, and the waters fhall overHow 


the hiding place. 


18 And your covenant with death fhall be difan-:] 


nulled, and your agreement with hell! fhall not ftand ; 
when the overflowing fcourge fhall pafs through, then 
ye fhall be trodden down by it. : 
1g From the time that ic goeth forth it fhall take | 
you: for morning by morning fhall it pafs over, by 
day and by nighr: and it fhall be a vexation only Zo 
underftand the report. 
| 20 For the bed is fhorter than that ¢ man can ftretch . 
himfelf oz if: and the covering narrower than that he 
can wrap himfelf ix tt. ne 
21 Forthe Logo fhall rifeup as 7z mount Perazim, 
he fhall be wroth as zz the valley of Gibeon, that he ‘ 
may do his work, his ftrange work; and bring to pafs 
his act, his ftrange act. 
22 Now therefore be ye not mockers, left your bands | 
be made ftrong: for I have heard from the Lord Gop | 
.of hofts a confumption, even determined upon the. 
whole earth. - 
23 §[ Give ye ear, and hear my voice; hearken, and . 
hear my fpeech. ‘ 


open and break the clods of his ground ? 
, .25 When he hath made plain the face thereof, doth 
he not caft abroad the fitches, and fcatter thecummin, - 


and caft in the principal wheat and theappointed bar- } 


ley and the rie in their place? 


and doth teach him. 


‘27 For the fitches are not threfhed with a threfhing | 


inftrument, neither is a cart whecl turned about upon ; 
the cummin; but the fitches are beaten out witha ftaff, . 
and the cummin witha rod. ‘ : 

28 Bread corn is bruifed; becaufe he will'not ever . 
be threfhing it, nor break it with the wheel of his cart, - 
nor bruifeiczth his horfemen. ‘ — Ne ce 





XXVIII. 16 L lay in Zion for a foundation a fone} This is un~ {- 


doubtedly fpoken of Chrift, who is the rock on which his church is 
founded, and the centre of their hopes, ‘ 


“| He that belieweth fhall not make bafte.] In 1 Pet. ii. 6. and Rom.' : 
They fhall remain’ — 


4x. 33. itis rendered, ‘ fhall not be afhamed.” 
-fixed by faith on that folid foundation which God has laid, nor being: 
-t6ffed about-by every wind of doétrine, but fhall wait on the Lord their: 
- Saviour continually for grace, ftrength, and falvation.. . 


Generar Rerrections on Chap, XXVIL, XXVIII 
“We may learn from thefe chapters, that nothing can give us preater. 


comfort, than to truit in the infallible promifes of God; being 
: 3 































Joall be as chaff that 


{cry : they are drunken, but not with wine ; 


x 


24. Doth the plowman plow all day to fow? doth he 4 4 lipsdo honour me, but have removed their heart far 


{ from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the 
| precept of men: 








CHAP. XXIX. 
1 God's judgment in Ferufulem. 9 Their infenflility, 13 
and bypscr ify. .17. A promife of better things, — 
OE to Ariel, to ‘Ariel, the city where David 


The diftrefs of Ferufalem by a type. 


Befare 
CHRIST 
‘Giz 


dwelt! add ye year to year; let thei kill fa- | 


crifices. 
.2 YetI will diftrefs Ariel, and there fhall be heavi~ 
nefs and forrow: and it fhall be unto meas Ariel.” 
3 And I, will camp againft thee round about, and 
will'lay fiege againft:thee with a’mount, and I will 
raife forts again{t thee.’ mae Creat aaa aoe a 
4 And .thau halt be brought down, ayd. thalt fpeak 
out of the ground, and thy {peech thal belay out of 
the duft, and'thy. voice fhall -be, as of one that hath a 
familiar fpirit, out of the ground, and thy. {pecch fhall 
whifper ont of theduft.) ~ bw iG thy ae es 
‘5 Morcover the multitude of rhy ftrangers thall be 
like fmall duft,. and the multitude ofthe terrible ones 
paffgth away.: yea, itfhall be atan 


* 


inftant fuddenly. ; EW eg ih Ghee ait ot eee: 

6 Thou fhalt be vifited of the Lorp of hofts with 
thunder, and with earthquake, and great noife, with 
ftorm and rempeft, and the fame of devouring fire. - 

7 And the multitude ofall the nations that fight 
againft Ariel, even all that fight againft her and her 
munition, and that diftrefs her, fhal! be as a dream of 
a night vifion. | et tye te oe 

8 Ic thalleven be as when- a hungry maz dreameth, 
and, behold, he eateth ; but he awaketh, and his foul 
isempty: or as when a thirfty man dreameth, and, be-~ 
hold, he drinketh ; but he awaketh, and behold, be zs 
faint, and his foul hath appetite: fo fhall the multitude 
of aJ] the nations be, that fight againft mount Zion. 

9 { Stay yourfelves, and worider; cry ye out, and 
L they Rag- 
ger, bur npt with ftrong drink. . 

10 For the Lorp hath poured out upon you the 
{pirit of deep fleep, and hath clofed your eyes: the pro~ 
phcéts and your rulers, the feers hath he covered. 

11 And the vifion of all is become unto you as the 
words ofa book that is fealed, which meu deliver to one 
that is learned, faying, Read this, I pray thee: and he 
faith, I cannot; for it 7s fealed : 

12 And the book is delivered to him that is not 
learned, faying, Read this, I pray thee: and he faith, 


Tam/‘not learned. 


13 § Wherefore the Lord faid, Forafmuch as this 
people draw near me with their mouth, and with their 


14. Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do amarvel- 
lous work among this peeple, evex a marvellous work 
and a wonder: for the wifdom of their wife me ufhall 


26 Vor his God doth inftruct him to difcretion, t perifh, and the .underftanding of their prudent mex 


| ‘fhall be hid. 


15 Woe unto them that feek deep to hide, their 
counfel fromthe Lorop, and their works are in the dark, 


{ and they fay, Who feeth us ? and who knoweth us ? 


16 Surcly your turning of things upfide down fhall 


| be.efteemed as the potten’s clay : for fhall the work fay 


of him that madeiit, ‘He made me nor? or fhall.the 
‘thing framed fay of him that framed it, He,had noun- 


. 29 This.alfo cometh.forth from the Lorp of hofts, , | derftanding ? 


whichis wonderfulin counfe], andexcellent in working. 


17-Q Js it not yet a very little while, and pee ner 
, : hall 





affured that our holy religion is founded on fuch a permanent foun- 
dation, that neither the malice of men, nor the rage of devils, can 
overthrow: it;: for they who truft in Chrift will be kept fecure under 
call affliftinns here, till they are brought to poflefs everlafting hap- 
“pinefs in heaven. : 


COMMENTARY and NOTES on CHAP, XXIX. XXX, - 


XXIX. 1 Woeio Ariel.] « Ariel” Gignifies, the lion of God: it 
here means the city of Jerufalem. . 
. 13° Their fear toward me ts taught by the precept of mgn.] Hue 
‘man authority has too much weight among them'-in matters of 


ligion. nee 
religion 13° 


God’s mercies toward his Church, 


The Fews truft in Egypt reproved. ISATIA H. 


Before fhall be turned into a fruitful field, and the fruitful 
CHRIST Feld fhall be efteemed as a foreft ? 


of it a fherd to take fire from the hearth, or to take Before 
water witbal out of the pit. CHRIST 


7t% =~ 18 And inthat day fhall the deaf hear the words of 15 For thus faith the Lord Gon, the Holy One of 773 
the book, and the eyes of the blind fhall fee out of gb- }} Ifrael: In returning and reft hall ye be faved: in 
‘{eurity, and out of darknefs. quietnefs and in confidence fhall be your flrength: 

19 The meek alfo fhall increafe their joy in the Lorn, |] and ye would not. 

‘and the poor among men fhall rejoice in the Holy One |] 16 But ye faid, No: for we will flee upon horfes ; 
of Ifrael. therefore fhall ye flee: and, We will ride upon the 
20 For the terrible one is brought to nought, and }f fwift ; therefore fhall they that purfue you be f{wift. 
the fcorner is confumed, and all that watch for ini- 37 One thoufand /hall fiee at the rebuke of one; at 
quity are cut off: , the rebuke of five fhall ye flee: iill ye be left as a beacon 

21 That make a manan offender for a word, and {jf upon the topofa mountain, andas an enfign onanhill. 
lay a fnare for him that reproveth in the gate, and 18 9] And therefore will the Lorn wait, that hemay 
‘turn afide the juft fora thing of nought. ‘| be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, 

- @2 Therefore thus faith the Lonp, who redeemed |] that he may have mercy upon you: for the Lopr isa 
Abraham, concerning the houfe of Jacob, Jacob fhall God of judgment: bleffed are alf they that wait forhim. 
‘not now be afhamed, neither fhall his face now wax pale. 19 For the people fhall dwell in Zion ar Jerufalem: 

23 But whermhe feeth his children, the work of mine ]] thou fhalt weep no more: he will be very gracious unto 
‘hands, in the midft of him, they fhall fanctify my |] thee at the voice of thy cry ; when he fhall hear it, he 
name, and fanctify the Holy One of Jacob, and fhall {| will anfwer thec. 
fear the God of Hrael. ae 20 And though the Lord give you the bread of ad- 

24 They alfo that erred in fpirit fhall cometounder- verfity, and the water of affliction, yet fhall not thy 
ftanding, and they that murmured fhall learn doctrine, }] teachers be removed into acorner any more, but thine 
CHAP. XXX. eyes fhall fee thy teachers : 

“x Confidence in Egypt, 8 aud contempt of God's word 21 And thine ears fhall hear a word behind thee, 

: threatened. 18 God's mercies toward bis church. faying, This zsthe way, walk ye init, when ye turnto 

OE to the rebellious children, faith the Lorp, the right hand, and when ye turnto the left. 

that take counfel, but not of me; and that 22 Ye fhall defile aifo the covering of thy graven 
-cover with a covering, but not of my fpirit, that they images of filver,andthe ornament of thy moltenimages 
may add fin to fin: of gold: thou fhalt caft them away as a menftruous 

2 That walk to go down into Egypt, and have not J} cloth; thou fhalt fay unto it, Get thee hence. 
afked at my mouth; to ftrengthen themfelves in the 23 Then fhall he give the rain of thy feed, that thou 
ftrength of Pharaoh, and to truft in the fhadow of } | fhalt fow the ground withal ; and bread of the increafe 
Egypt ! of the earth, and it fhall be fatand plenteous : in that 

3 Therefore fhall the ftrength of Pharaoh be your | | day fhall thy cattle feed in large paftures, 
fhame, and the truft in the fhadow of Egypt your con- 24. The oxen likewife and the young affes that ear 
fufion. : the ground fhall eat clean provender, which hath been 

4 For his princes were at Zoan, and his ambaffadors | | winnowed with the fhovel and with the fan. 
came to Hanes. 25 And there fhall be upon every high mountain, 

5 They were all afhamed of a people that could not } | and upon every high hill, rivers aud ftreams of waters 

. profit them, nor be an help nor profit, but a fhame, {} in the day of the great flaughter, when the towers fall. 
and alfo a reproach, . 26 Moreover the light of the moon fhall be as the 

E 6 The burden of the beafts of the fouth: into the | | light of the fun, and the light of the fun fhall be feven- 


land of trouble and anguifh, from whence come the 


young and old lion, the viper and fiery flying ferpent, | 


they will carry their riches upon the fhoulders of 
young affes, and their treafures upon the bunches of 
camels, to a people rbaz fhall not profit them. 

7 For the Egyptians fhall help in vain, and tono 
purpofe : therefore have I cried concerning this, Their 
itrength zs to fit ftill. 

-, 8 | Now go, write it before them in a table, and 
note it in a book, that it may be for the time tocome 
for ever and ever: 

g That this zs a rebellious people, lying children, 
children sa? will not hear the law of the Lorp: 

10 Which fay to the feers, See not ; and to the pro- 
phets, Prophefy not unto us right things, fpeak unto 
us {mooth things, prophefy deceits : 

11 Get you out of the way, turn afide out of the path, 
caufe the Holy One of Ifrael to ceafe from before us. 

‘32 Wherefore thus faith the Holy One of Ifrael, 
Becaufe ye defpife this word, and truft in oppreffion 
and perverfenefs, and ftay thereon : 

13 Therefore this iniquity fhall be to you as a breach 
ready to fall, {welling out in a high wall, whofe break- 
ing cometh fuddenly at an inftant. 

14 And he fhall break it as the breaking of the 
potters’ veffel that is broken in pieces;.he fhall nor 


_ Spare: fo that there fhall not be found in the brufting 


RP, 


18 In that day fhall the deaf bear, &c.} This alludes to the media- 
torial office ofthe Meffiah, who cured the deaf and blind both in a na- 
tural and fpiritual fenfe. 

XXX. 21 Thine ears fall hear, &c.] As God will afford you 
teachers, fo he will alfo give you grace to liften to their inftruc- 
wons. 


fold, as the light of feven days, in the day rhat the 
Lorp bindeth up the breach of his people, and healeth 
the ftroke of their wound. ; 

27 ¥ Behold, the name of the Lorp cometh from 
far, burning with his anger, and the burden thereof is 
heavy: his lips are full of indignation, and his tongue 
as a devouring fire: 

28: And his breath, as an overflowing ftream, fhall 
reach to the midft of the neck, to fift rhe nations with 
the fieve of vanity: and shere /hall be a bridle in the 
Jaws of the people, caiufing them to err. 

29 Ye fhall have a fong, as in the night whena holy 
folemnity is kept; and gladnefs of heart, as when one 
goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of the 
Lorp, tothe mighty One of Ifrael, : 

30 And the Lorn fhall caufe his glorious voice to 
be heard, and fhall fhew the lighting down of his arm, 
with the indignation of bis anger, and with the fame 
of a devouring fire, with {cattering, and tempeft, and 
hailftones. : 

31 For through the voice of the Lorp fhall the Af. 
fyrian be beaten down, which {mote witha rod. 

32 And zz every place where the grounded {taf fhalf 
pafs, which the Lorp fhall lay upon him, #¢ thall be 
with tabrets and harps: and in battles of fhaking, 
will he fight with it. . 

33 For Tophet is ordained of old; yea, for the king 

it 





27 The name of rhe Lord, 8c.] Thatis, the’ Lord himfelf, cha- 
ra@terifed by the name of Jehovah. . 

33 Topher, &c.] This place, for the cruelties exercifed in it, was 
confidered as the emblem of hell itfelf; and, taken allegorically, mzy 
here be underftood to point out the portion of the wicked and impeni- 
tent ina future ftate. ° a 

Gextraw 
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| The bleffings of Chrif’s kingdom. CHAP. XXXII. God’sjudements againfi the people of Zion, 


Before it is prepared; he hath made 7¢ deep and large: the 


CHRIST 
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pile thereof #s fire and much wood; the breath of the 
Lozp, likea flream of brimftone, doth kindle it. 
CHAP. XXXL 
1 The folly of trufitng in Egypt, inflead of fecking tn God. 
6 An exhortation toturn toGod. 8 The full of Af[yria. 

OE to them that go down to Egvpr for help; 
and ftay on horfes, and truftin chariots, becaufe 

they are many; and in horfemen, becaufe they are very 

ftrong ; but they look not unto the Holy One of Ifrael, 

neither feek the Lorp! 

2 Yet he alfo zs wife, and will bring evil, and will 
not call back his words: but will arife againft the 
houfe of the evildocrs, and again{t the heip of them 
that work iniquity. 

3 Now the Egyptians ave men, and not God: and 
their horfes flefh, and nor fpirit. When the Loa fall 
ftrerch out his hand, both he that helpeth fhall fail, 
and he that is holpen fhall fall down, and they all thall 
fail together. 

4. For thus hath the Lorp fpoken unto me, Like 
as the lion and the young lion roaring on his prey, 
when a multitude of fhepherds is called forth againft 
him, Je will not be afraid of their voice, nor abafe 
himfelf for the noife of them: fo fhall the Lorp of 
hofts come down to fight for mount Zion, and for the 
hill thereof. 

5 As birds flying, fo will the Lorn of hofts defend 
Jerufalem ; defending alfo he will deliver 7z/; and pafl- 
ing over he will preferve is. 

64 Turn ye unto him from whom the children of 
Ifrael have deeply revolted. 

7 For in that day every man fhall caftaway his idols 
of filver, and his idols of gold, which your own hands 
have made unto you fora fin. 

8 ¢ Then fhall the Aflyrian fall with the fword, not 
ofa mighty man; and the fword, not of a mean man, 
fhall devour him: but he fhall Hee from the fword, and 
his young men fhall be difcomfited. 

9 And he fhall pafs over to his ftrong hold for fear, 
and his princes fhall be afraid of the enfign, faith the 
Lorp whofe fire ¢s in Zion, and his furnace in Jeru- 


falem. 
CHAP. XXXII. 
1 The bieffings of Chrift's kingdom. 9 Deflation is fore~ 
Joewn. 18 Reftoration is promifed to fuccecd. 
EHOLD, a king fhall reign in righteoufnefs, and 
princes fhall rule in judgment, 

2 And a man fhall be as an hiding place from the 
wind, and acovert from the tempeft ; as rivers of water 
in aay piace, as the fhadow ofa great rock in a weary 
land. 

3 And theeyes of them that fee fhall not be dim, 
and the ears of them that hear fhall hearken. 

4 The heart alfo of the rafh fhall underftand know- 
Iedge, and the tongué of the ftammerers fhall be ready 
to {peak plainly. 

5 The vile perfon fhall be no more called liberal, 
nor the churl faid fo be bountiful. 

6 For the vile perfon will {peak villany, and his 
heart will work iniquity, to practife hypocrify, and to 
utter error again{ft the Lorp, to make empry the foul 





Generat Rerteerrons on Chap. XXIX. XXX. 


We are here fhewn how deteftable hypocrify is in the fight of God, 
who requires the rcligion of the heart, and not a mere nominal 
prefefion, We are here alfo fhewn how vain a thing it is to put 
our trufl in any thing fhort of the almighty power of God, whofe 
affiftance can only be found in the ufe of the means he has 
preferibed. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, XXXI. XXXII. 


XXXL, 8 Shall fall with the fword, &c.] This alludes to the Af- 
fytian army, which was in one night in great part deftroyed (not by 
human power, but) by afudden ftroke frum heaven. 

XXX. 2 dud a man foall, &e.[ This is a clear prophecy of 
the divine Redeemer, who in our nature was to {creen finners from the 
wrath of an offended God by his life and deazh, refurrection, and in- 
terceffion, &c. 

9 Ye waenen that are at cat, &c.] ‘The prophet here warns the 

No. 47. 





of the hungry, and he will caufe che drink of the rhirfly 
to fail. 

7 Vheinf@ruments alfo of rhe churl are evil: he de- 
vifeth wicked devices ta deftroy the poor with lying 
words even when the needy fpeaketh right. 

8 But the liberal deviferh liberal things ; and by li- 
beral things fhall he ftand. 

9 § Rifeup, ye women that are at cafe; hear my 
voice, yc careiefs daughters ; give ear unto my fpeech. 

10 Many days and years fhall ye be troubled, ye 
carelefs women: forthe vintage {half fail, the gather- 
ing fhall nor come. 

1t Tremble, ye women that are at cafe; be trou- 
bled, ye carelefs ones: tlrip you, and make you bare, 
and gird fackeloth upon your loins. 

12 They fhall lament for the teats, for the pleafane 
ficlds, for che fruitful vine. 

13 Upon the land of my people fhall come up 
thorns and briers ; yea, upon all the houfes of joy m 
the joyous city: 

14 Becaufe the palaces fhall be forfaken; the mul. 
titude of the city fhall be left; the forts and rowers 
fhall be for dens for ever, a joy of wild affes, a pafture 
of flocks; : 

15 4 Until the fpirit be poured upon us from on 
high, and the wildernefs be a fruitful field, and the 
fruitful field be counted for a foreft. 

-16 Then judgment fhall dwell in the wildernefs, 


‘and righteoufnefs remain in the fruitful field. 


17 And the work of righteoufnefs fhall be peace ; 
and the effect of righteoufnefs quictnefs and affurance 
for ever. 

28 And my people fhall dwell in a peaceable habi- 
tation, and infure dwellings, and in quiet refting placcs; 

19 When it fhall hail, coming down on the foreft ; 
and the city fhall be low in a low place. 

20 Bleffed ave ye that fow befide all waters, that 
fend forth thither the fect of the ox and the als. 

CHAP, XXXIIL o 
1 God's judyments againft the enemies of Zion. 13 The 
confternation of finners, and privileges of the godly. 
OE tothee that fpoileft, and thou wwa/ not 
fpoiled ; and deaieft treacheroufly, and they 
dealt not treacheroufly with thee! when thou thalt 
ceafe to fpoil, thou fhalt be fpoiled ; and when thou 
fhalt make an end to deal rreacheroufly, they thall deal 
treacheroufly with thee. 


Before 
CHRIST 
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2 O Lorp, be gracious unto us; we have waited 


for thee: be thou theirarm every morning, our falva- 
tion alfo in the time of trouble. 

3 At the noife of the tumult the people fled ; at the 
lifting up of thyfelf the nations were {cattered. 

4 And your fpoil fhall be gathered /ke the gathering 
of the caterpillar :' as the running to and fro oflocufts 
fhall he run upon them. 

5 The Lorn is exalred; for he dwelleth on high : 
he hath filled Zion with judgment and righteoufnefs. 

6 And wifdom and knowledge fhall be the ftability 
of thy times, and ftrength of falvation : the fear of the 
Lorp és his treafire. ; 

7 Behold, their valiant ones fhall cry without: the 
ambafladors of peace fhal! weep bitterly. 

8 The 





women of Jerufalem, now immerfed in all forts of luxury, of the 
heavy judgments God would bring upon them for their pride and con- 
tempt of religion. 

Generat REFirectTions on Chap. XXXI. XNXITI. 


Ifaiah here teaches us, not to rely on human means, but to hope and 
traft in God for help and deiiverance, who will then bring to pafs 
what we never thought of, and make us in filence acknowledg., 
that wife are all the ways of God; but the utmoft wifdom of man 
is ignorance in his fight. Let us therefore wait for the fulfilment 
of his promife, that no weapon formed again& his church thall ever 
profper. 

COMMENTARY axp NOTES on Chap. XXXII. XXXIV. 
XXX. 1 We to thee, &c.] There have been tyrants in alt 

ages, who have oppreffed and fpoiled the people of God; but there is 

an awful denunciation again® them, which will take place cither in 


time or eternity. 
7¢c 47 Thins 


iAH, 


§ For my fword fhall be bathed in heaven: behold, Before 
it fhall come down upon Idumea, and upon the people CHRIST 
7130 


IS Az 


Before 8 Thehi ghways lie wafte, the ba “8 Thehehwank Wewahe wie wo/GHen mancest> [ine sROEdAY Gal Wall BetadoyGe bce manceaf- 
CHRIST erh : he hath broken thecovenant, he hath defpifed the 
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cities, he regardeth no man. 

The earth mourneth and languifheth : Lebanon is 
afhamed and hewn down: Sharon is like a wildernefs ; 
and Bafhan and Carmel fhake off their fruits. 

10 Now will I rife, faith the Lorp; now will I be 
exalted; now will I lift up myfelf. 

uz Ye fhall conceive chaff, ye fhall bring forth {fub- 
ble: your breath, ws fire, fhall devour you. 

12 And the people fhall be as the burnings of lime: 
as thorns cut up fhall they be burned in the fire. 

13 9 Hear, ye that are far off, what I have done; 
ane ye that are near, acknowledge my might. 

The finners in Zion are afraid; Y earfulneti hath 
fuzptited the hypocrites. Who among us shall dwell 
with the devouring fire? who among us fhall dwell 
with everlafting burnings ? 

1g He that walketh rightcoufly, and {peaketh up-~ 
rightly ; he that defpifeth the gain of oppreffions, that 
fhaketh his hands from holding of bribes, that ftop. 
peth his ears from hearing of blood, and fhucteth his 
eyes from {ceing evil ; 

16 He fhall dwell on high: his place of defence 
Jfeall be the munitions of rocks: bread fhall be given 
him} his waters /alZ be fure. 

17 Thine eyes fhall fee the king in his beaury : they 
fhall behold the land that is very far off. 

18 Thine heart fhall meditate terror. Where zs the 
{cribe? where is the receiver? where zs he thar count- 
ed the towers ? 

1g Thou fhalt not fee a fierce people, a people of 
deeper fpeech than thou canft perceive : of aftammer- 
ing tongue, that thou canf? not underftand, 

"20 Look upon Zion, the city of our folemnities : 
thine eyes fhall fee Jerufalem a quier habitation, a ta- 
bernacle /bai fhall not be taken down; not one of the 
{takes thereof fhall ever be removed, neither fhall any 
of the cords thereof be broken. 

21 Butthere the glorious Lorp will be unto usa 
place of broad rivers aud {treams; wherein fhall go no 
galley with oars, neither fhall gallant {hip pafs thereby. 

22 For the Lorois our judge, the Lorp ¢s our law- 
giver, the Lor» is our king; he will fave us. 

23 Thy tacklings are loofed; they could not well 
ftrengthen their matt, they could not fpread the fail : 
then is the prey ofa great fpoil divided; the lame 
take the prey. 

24 And the inhabitant fhall not fay, Iam fick: the 
people that dwell therein allée forgiven fer iniquity, 
CHAP. XXXIV. 

The indignation wher ewith God avengeth bis church of ber 
enemies to their utler defolation. 
OME near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken, ye 
people: let the earth hear, andall that is therein; 
the world, and all things that come forth of.it.’ 

2 For the indignation of the Lorn zs upon all nati- 
ons, and bis fury upon all their armies : he hathutterly 
deftroyedthem, behath delivered them to the flaughter. 

3 Their flain alfo fhall be caft out, and their ftink 
fhall come up out of their carcafes, and the mountains 
fhall be melred with their blood. 

4 And all the hoft of heaven fhall be diffolved, and 
the heavens fhall be rolled together asa f{croll: andall 


their hoft fhall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the | 


vine, and as a falling fig from the oS 





17 Thine eyes faall fee the king, &c.]  Thefe words denote the 
happy ftate of thofe who were to {fee the divine Mefliah in the flefh, and 


the fupreme happine(s of thofe who fhould behold his glorified majefty | 


in heaven. 


XXXIV. 8 For itis the day of the Lord’s vengeance, &c.] This | 


alludes, firft, to the deliverance of the Jews by the Maccabees ; and 
fecondly, denotes the conqueft that Chrift would obtain over all the 
enemies of his church, by his obedience and ft ufferings unto death. 

9 Aud the fireams, &C.| It is probable the final deltraGion of 
Jerufalem by the Romans is here primarily meant ; and fecondarily, it 
may refer to the blindnefs of their minds, and the hardnefs of their 
hearts, which prompted them to rejeét the counfel of God, and involve 
themiclyes and pofterity in ruin and mifery. 





of my curfe, to judgment. 

6 The {word of the Lorn is filled with blood, it is 
made fat with fatnefs, avzd with the blood of lambs and 
goats, with the fat of the kidneys of r4ms: for the 
Lorn hath a facrifice in Bozrah, and a great flaughter 
in the land of Idumea. 

7 And the unicorns fhall come down with them, 
and the bullocks with the bulls; and their land fhall be 
foaked with blood, and theirduft made fat with fatnefs. 

8 For ¢ is the ‘day of the Lorp’s vengeance, and 
the year of recompences for the controverfy of Zion. 

9 And the ftreams thereof fhall be turned into 
pitch, and the duft thereof into brimftone, and the 
land thereof fhal! become burning pitch. 

io It thall not be quenched ‘night nor day; the 
fmoke thereof fhall go up for ever: from generation 
to generation it fhalilie we -fte ; none fhall pals through 
it for ever and ever. 

1 But the cormorant and the bittern fhall poffefs 
it; the owl alfoand the raven fhall dw eliin it: andhe 
fhall ftretch out upon it the line of confufion, andthe 
ftones of emptinc(s. 

12 They fhall call thencbies thereof to the kingdom, 
but none fall Ze there, and all her princes thall be no- 
thing, 

13 And thorns fhall come up in her palaces, nettles 
and brambles in the forzreiles thereof: ‘and it thail be 
an habitation of dragons, ad acourt for owls. 

14 The wild beats of the defert ( sail alfo mect with 
the wild beafts of the iffand, and the fatyr fhall cry to 
his fellow ; the ferecch owi aifo fhall réft there, and 
find for herfelf a place of reft. : 

15 ‘There fhall the great owl make her neft, and lay, 
and hatch, and gather under her thadow: there hall 
the vultures alfo be gathered, every one with her mate. 

16 FY Seek ye out of the book ofthe Lonrp, and read: 
no one of thefe thal! fail, none fall want her mate : for 
my mouth it hath commanded, and his fpirit it hath 
gathered them. 

17 And ke hath caft the lot for them, and his hand 
hath divided it unto them by the tine: they fh ull pot 
fefs it for ever, from generation to generation, {hall 
they dwell therein. 


CHAP. XXXV. 


1 The ficurifing flate of Chrifi's kingdom. 3 The weak 
are ercouuged with a view of the blefings of the gofpel. 
ae wildernefs and the folitary place fhall be glad 
forthem; and the defert fhall rejoice, and blot. 
fom as the rofe. 
2 It fhall bloffom abundantly, and rejoice even with 
joy and finging: the glory of Jucbanon “hall be given 
unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon, ~ they 
fhall {ee the glory of the Lorp, and the excellency of 
our God. 
3 4 Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the 
feeble knees. 
4 nay to them ¢haf are of a fearful heart, Be ftrong, 


fear not: behold, your God will come «ith venge- 
ance, even God witha recompence; he will come and 
fave you. 


5 Then the eyes of the blind fhall be opened, and 

the ears of the deaf fhall be unftopped. 
6 Then fhall the lame wax apa as an hart, and the 
tongue 





Genera Rerrectrions on Chap. XXNiII. XXXIV. 


Here is pointed ont the great evil of forming carnal notions of God and 
religion, which is.the true fpirit of pa ‘eanifm and popery: leteus 
rather worfhip God, whois a fpirit, i in fpirit and in truth, beware of 
unbelief, confefs our ignorance, and beg of God to illuminate our 
underftandings, and lead us into all tr uth. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XXXV. XXXVI. 

XXXV. 5 Then the eyes of the blind. foall be opened, &c.]  Thefe 
verfes were fufilled in the times of the Mcfliah, who gave both fpirituat 
and natural light to the people. Chrift appeals to this prophecy, 


Matt. vi. 5. 
1 8 due 





Sennacherid invadeth Fudah. CHAP. XXXVI. XXXVII. 


Before tongve of the dumb fing: for in the wildernefs fhall 
CHRIST waters break out, and ftreams in the defert. 


710. 


7 And the parched ground fhall become a pool, 
and the thirfty land fprings of water: in the habitation 
of dragons, where each lay, /ball be grafs with récds 
and rufhes, 

8 And an highway fhall be there, and a way,’and it 
fhall be called, The way of holinefs ; the unclean fhall 
not pafs over it; butit /bal/ be for thofe: the way-far- 
ing men, theugh fools, hall not err therein. 

9 Nolion fhall be there, nor any ravenous beaft fhall 
go up thereon, it fhall not be found there; but the re- 
deemed fhall walk there : 

10 And the ranfomed of the Lorp fhall return, and 
come to Zion with fongs and everlafiing joy upen their 
heads: they fhall obtain joy and gladnefs, and forrow 
and fighing fhall flee away. 

. CHAP. XXXVI. . 
i Sennacherib invadeth Fudah. 2 Rabfhakeh znfulteth 
Hezekiah, 13 bis blafphemous fpeech. 
OW it came to pafs in the fourteenth year of 
king Hezekiah, that Sennacherib king of Affy- 
ria came up againft all the defenced cities of Judah, and 
took them. 

2 4 And the king of Affyria fent Rabfhakeh from 
Lachith to Jerufalem unto king Hezekiah with a great 
army. And he ftood by the conduit of the upper pool 
in the highway of the fuller’s field. 

3 Then came forth unto him, Eliakim, Hrilkiah’s 
fon, which was over the houfe, and Shebna the fcribe, 
and Joah, Afaph’s fon, the recorder. 

_ 4 And Rabfhakeh faid unto them, Say ye now to 
Hezekiah, Thus faith the great king, the king of Af. 
fyria, What confidence /s this wherein thou truflef? 

5 I fay, fayeft thou, (but they are but vain words) I 
have countel and ftrength for war: nowon whom doft 
thou truft, that thou rebcliett againft me? 

6 Lo, thou truficit in the flaff of this broken reed, 
on Egypt; whereon if a man lean, it will go into his 


_ hand, and pierceit: fo is Pharaoh king of Egypt to all 


that truft in him. 

+ But if thou fay tome, We truft inthe Lorp our 
God: zs zfnot he, whofe high places and whofe altars 
Hezekiah hath taken away, and faid to Judah and to 
Jerufalem, Ye fhall worfhip before this altar? 

8 Now therefore give pledges, I pray thee, to my 
mafter the king of Affyria, and [ will give thee two 
thonfand horfes, if thou be able on thy part to fet riders 
upon them. 

9 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one cap- 
tain of the leaft of my matter’s fervants, and put thy 
truit on Egypt for chariots and for horfemen ? 

10 Andam I nowcome upwithout the Lorp againft 
this land to deflroy it? the Lorn faid unto me, Go up 
againft this land, and deftroy it. 

1r Then faid Eliakim and Shebna and Joah unto 
Rabfhakeh, Speak, I pray thee, unto thy fervants in the 
Syrian language ; for we underftand it: and {peak not 
to us in the Jews’ language, in the ears of the people 
that are on-the wall. 

12 But Rabfhakeh faid, Hath my mafter fent me to 
thy mafter and to thee to {peak thefe words? hath de not 

Jfent me to the men that fit upon the wall, that they may 
eat their own dung, and drink their own pifs with 

ou? 
q 13 ¢ Then Rabfhakeh ftood, and cried with a loud 
voice inthe Jews’ language, and faid, Hearye the words 
of the great king, the king of Affyria. 


8 And an dighway fall be there, &c,] This denotes the clearnefs 


of the gofpel difpenfation. I 

10 The ranfomed of the Lord, &c.] ‘The church of Chrift, whom 
he redeemed from fin and death, by fhedding his blood upon the crofs, 
for their falvation. 

XXXVI 6 Lo, thou trufief, &c.] The kings of Egypt, being 
reckoned mo(t perfidious allies, are therefore here compared to the feeble 
reeds that grow on the banks of the Nile. 

18 Beware left Hezekiah perfuade you, &c.] As Sennacherib had 
fubdued many nations who trutted in their dumb idols, fo Rab- 
fhakeh (confidesing the great Jehovah in the fame light) imagined ic 


ren nS er NL EE 
¥ would be in vain for Hezekiah to truftin the God of Ifracl, and there- 
§ fore he made ufe of thofe blafphemous expreflions. 





His blafphemous letter. 


14 Thus faith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive Before 
you: for he fhall not be able to deliver you. See 


15 Neither let Hezekiah make you truft in the 
Lorn, faying, The Lorn will furely deliver us: this 
city fhall not be delivered into tive hand of the king of 
Affyria,  * 

16 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus faith the 
king of Affyria, Make an agreement with me éy a pre- 
fent, and come out tome: aad eat ye every one of his 
vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink yeevery 
one the waters of his own ciftern: 

17 Uniil I come and take you away to a land like 


} your own land, aland of corn andl wine, a land of bread 
f and vineyards. 


18 Beware left Hezekiah perfuade you, faying, The 
Lorp will deliver us. Hath any of the gods of the 
nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king. 


t of Affyria? 


19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arphad? 


] where are the gods of Sepharvaimn? and have they de- 
| livered Samaria out of my hand? . 


20 Who are they among all the gods of thefe lands, 


f that have delivered their land out of my hand, that the 


Lorop fhould deliver Jerufalem out of my hand? 

21 But they held their peace, and anfwered him not 
a word: for the king’s commandment was, faying, 
Anfwer him not. 

22 Then came Eliakim, the fon of Hilkiah, that coas 


f over the houfhold, and Shebna the {cribe, and Joah, the 
j fon of Afaph, the recorder, to Hezckiah with tier 


clothes rent, and told him the words of Rabfhakch. 
, CHAP. XXXVII. 


1 1 Laizh prayeth, 6 and comforteth Hexekiab: 8 Senna- 


cherth’s letter: 21 fs ruin foretold : 36 His bof: 37 

and himfelf fain. 
ND it came to pafs, when king Hezekiah heard 
7f, that he rent his clothes, and covered himtel£ 


Fe with fackcloth, and went intothe houfeof the Loni. 


2 And hefent Eliakim, who was over the houthold, 
and Shebna the {cribe, and the eldcrs of the priefis co- 
vered with fackcloth, unto Haiah the prophet the fon 
of Amoz. 

3 And they faid unto him, Thus faith Hezekiah, 
This day rs a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of 


} blafphemy : for the children are come to the birth, and 


there is not ftrength to bring forth, 
4 It may bethe Loxp thy God will hear the words 
of Rabfhakeh, whom the king of Affyria his matter 


| hath fent to reproach the living God, and will reprove 


the words which the Lorp thy God hath heard: where« 


i fore lift up ¢+y prayer for the remnant that is left. 


5 Sothe fervants of king Ficzekiah came to Ifiah. 
64 And Ifaiah faid unto them, Thus fhall ye fay 


f unto your maiter, Thus faith. the Lorn, Be not afraid 


of the words that thou haft heard, wherewith the 


i fervants of the king of Affyria have blafphemed me. 


7 Behold, | will iend a blaft upon him, and he fhall 


| hear a rumour, and return co his own land; and I will 
f caufe him to fall by the fword in his own land. 


8 § So Rabfhakeh returned, and found the king of 
Affyria warring againft Libnah: for he had heard that 


f he was departed from Lachifh, 


9 And he heard fay concerning Tirhakah king of 
Ethiopia, He is come forth to make war with thee. 
And when he heard 7#, he fent meflengers to Hezekiah, 
faying, 

19 Thus fhall ye {peak to Flezckiah king of Judah, 

faying 


> 


Gencrazn Rerrections on Chap. XXXV. XXXVI. 


F We here fee that God propofes to redeem his people, to beltow many 


favours upon them, and tender them eternally happy : Jet us, there~ 
fore, ble{s God for his goodnefs, and fhew forth our gratitude by 
our lives and converfation, The haughty and impious behaviour 
of Sennacherib fhonld infpire us with an abhorrence of all dif- 
courfe that violates the reverence due to the great God of heaven and 


=e COMMENTARY 


Laiah’s prophecy againft Sennacherib. ISAIAH. The Affrian army deftroycd by an angel, 





Before 
CHRIST 
710. 


faying, Letnot thy God, in whom thou trufteft, deceive 
thee, faying, Jerufalem fhall not be given into the hand 
of the king of Affyria. : 

t1 Behold, thou hatt heard what the kings of Affyria 
have done to all lands by deftroying them utterly; and 
fhalt thou be delivered ? 

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them 
which my fathers havedchtroyed, as Gozan, and Haran, 
and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in 
Telaffar? 

13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of 
Arphad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena,. 
and Ivah? 2 

14 @ And Hezekiah reccived the letter from the 
hand of the meffengers, and read it: and Hezekiah 
went up unto the houfe of the Lorn, and {pread it be- 
fore the Lorp. , 

a5 And Hezekiah prayed unto the Lorn, faying, 

16 O Lorp of hofts, God of Ifrael, that dwelleft de- 
tween the cherubims, thou arf the God, even thou alone, 
ofall the kingdoms of the earth: thou haft made heaven 
and earth. . 

17 Incline thine ear, O Lorp, and hear; open thine 
eyes, O Lorp, and fee: and hear all the words of Sen- 
nacherib, which hath fent to reproach the living God. 

18 Of a truth, Lorn, the kings’of Affyria have laid 
watte all the nations, and their countries, 

19 And have cait their gods into the fire: for they 
were nO gods, but the work of men’s hands, wood and 
fione: therefore they have deftroyed them. 

20 Now therefore, O Lorp our God, fave us from 
his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know 
that thou aré the Lorn, even thou only. - 

21 ¥ Then Ifaiah the fou of Amoz fent unto Heze- 
kiah, faying, Thus faith the Lord Gop of Ifrael, 
Whereas thou haft prayed to me againft Sennacherib 
king of Affyria: 

22 Vhis zs the word which the Lorp hath fpoken 
concerning him; The virgin, the daughter of Zion, 
hath .defpifed thee, and laughed thee to fcorn; the 
daughter of Jerufalem hath ihaken her head at thee. 

23 Whom haf thou reproached and blafphemed ; 
and againitt whom haft thou exalted thy voice, and lifted 
up thine eyes on high? even againft the Holy One of 
lirael. : 

24 By thy fervants haft thou reproached the Lorn, 
and hatt faid, By the multitude of my chariots am I 
come up to the height of the mountains, to the fides of 
Lebanon; and I will cut down the tall cedars thereof, 
and the choice fir-trees thereof: and I will enter into 
the height of his border, end the foreft of his Carmel. 

25 I have digged, and drunk water; and with the 
fole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of the 
befieped places. 

26 Hait thou not heard long ago Sow I have done 
it; and of anciént times, that I have formed it? now 

have I brought it to pafs, that thou fhouldeft be to lay 
walte defenced cities into ruinous heaps. ; 

27 Therefore their inhabitants were of fmall power, 
they were difmayed and confounded: they were as the 
grafs of the field, and as the green herb, as the grafs on 
the houfetops, and as corn blafted before it begrown up. 

28 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and 
thy coming in, and thy rage againft me. 

29 Becaufe thy rage againit me, and thy tumult, 
is.come up into mineears, therefore will I pnt my hook 
in thy nofe, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn 

thee back by the way by which thou cameit. 

30 And this /hal/ be a fign unto thee, Ye fhall eat 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXVII. XXXVIII. 


XXXVI. 24, 25 By thy fervants, &c.] Great cities are, in 
feripture, often called fervants ; and by tall men are meant the principal 
men who inhabited them, 

29 Because thy rage, &e.] God will bring about the deftruétion of 
the Aliyriun army by means unthought of, By a hook in the nofe, we 

2 


ARES yee ane 


this year fuch as groweth of itfelt; and the fecond year Befare 
that which fpringeth of thefame: andin the taird year CUior 


fow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 
thereof. 

31 Andthe remnant that is efeaped of the houfe of 
Judah fhall again take 1oot downward, and bear fruit 
upward : 

32 For out of Jerufalem fhali ro forth a remnant, 
and they that efcape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the 
Lorp of holts fhall do this. 

33 Therefore thus faith the Lorp concerning the 
king of Affyria, He fhall not come into this city, nor 
fhoot an arrow there, nor come before it with fhiclds, 
nor caft a bank againit it. 

34 By the way that he came, by the fame fhall he re- 
turn, and fhall not come into this city, faith the Loan. 

35 For J will defend this city to fave it for mine 
own fake, and for'my fervant David's fake. ; 

36 § . Then the angel of the Lorp went forth, and 
{mote in the camp of the Affyrians a hundred and four- 
{core and five thouland: and when they arofe early in 


- the morning, behold, they were all dead corpfes. 


37 J So Sennacherib king of Affyria departed, and 
went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. 

8 And it ‘came to pafs, as he was worfhipping ia 
the houfe of Nifroch his god, that Acrammelech and 
Sharezer his fons fmcete him with the {word ; and they 
efcaped into the land of Armenia: end Efar-haddon his 
fon reigned in his flead. 

CHAP. XNXVIII. 
1 Hezekiah’s life lengthened. 8 The fin goeth back ten. 
degrees for a fign thereif: 9 his thuak{aiving. 
| ie thofe days was Lleazckiah fick nnto death. And 
Ifaiah the prophet the ton of Amoz came unto him, 
and faid unto him, Thus faid the Lorn, set thine houfe 
in order: for thou fhalt die, and not live. 


2 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, 


and prayed unto the Lorp, 

And faid, Remember now, O Loxp, I befecch thee, 
how I have walked before thee in truth and with a per- 
fect heart, and havedone that which is good inthy fight. 
And Hezekiah wept fore. 

49 Then came the word of the Lorp to Iaiah, 
faying, . 

ie Go, and fay to Hezekiah, Thus faith the Lorn, 
the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, 
I have feen thy tears: behold, I will add unto thy days. 
fifteen years. 

6 And I will deliver theeand this city outofthe hand 
of the king of Affyria: and I will defend this city. 

7 And this /hal/ be a fign unto thee from the Lorp, 
that the Lorp will do thisthing which he hath {fpoken; 

8 Behold, I will bring again the fhadow of the de- 
grees, which is gone down in the fun dial of Ahaz, ten 
degrees backward. So the fun returned tcn degrees, 
by which degrecs it was gone down, 

The writing of Hezekiah king of Judah, when 

he had been fick, and was recovered of his ficknefs : 

to I faid in the cutting off of my days, 1 fhall ga 
to the gates of the grave: I am deprived of the refidue 


of my years. 
11 J faid, I fhall not fee the Lorn, even the Lorn, in 


‘the land of the living: I {hall behold man no more with 


the inhabitants of the world. _ 

12 Mine age is departed, and is removed from me 
as a fhepherd’s tent: I have cut off like a weaver my 
life: he will cut me off with pining ficknefs: from day 
even to night wilt thou make an end of me. 

131 reckoned till morning, taz, as a lion fo wi 2 

reak 





a 
have an allufion toa cnftom in the nations of the eaft, of putting a 
cord through the nofes of dromevarics, inftead of bridles. . 
XXXVIIL. 3 And faid, Remember now, O Lird, &c.] Long life was 
efleemed a great bleffing among the Jews, and being taken away in 
youth ox middle age, a mark of the divine aifpleafure, It is not un- 
likely too that Hezekiah wifhed to compiete the refurmation he had 


begun, 16 By 


TI36 





The Babylonifh captivity foretold, CHAP. XXXIX. The promulgation of the gofpel. 





Baptift, 9 and the apoftles. 12 By God's oninipotency, Before 

18 and his incomparablenefs, 26 the people are comforted, “2®'8T 
Coes ye, comfort ye my people, faith your 7'* 

od. 

2 Speak ye comfortably to Jerufalem, and cry unto 
her, that her warfare is accomplihed, that her iniquity 
is pardoned: for fhe hath received of the Lorp’s hand 
double for all her fins. 

3 G The voice of him that crieth in the wildernefs, 
Prepare ye the way of the Lorp, make ftraight in the 
defert a highway for our God. : 

4 Every valley fhall be exalted, arid every mountain 
and hill fhall be made low; and the crooked fhall be 

‘made ftraight, and the rough places plain: 

§ And the glory of the Lorn fhall be revealed, and 
all fieth fhall fee z¢ together: for the mouth of the Lorp 
had {poken ff. _ 

6 The voice faid, Cry. And he faid, What thall I 
cry? All flefii zs graf, ahd all the goodlinefs thereof is 
as the flower of the field: ; 

7 The grafs withereth, the flower fadeth: becanfe 
the fpirit of the Lorp bloweth upon it: furely the 
people zs grafs. 

8 The grafs withereth, the flower fadcth: but the 
word of our God fhall ftand for ever. 

9 § O Zion, that bringeft: good tidings, get thee 
up into the high mountain; O Jerufalem, that bringeft 
good tidings, lift up thy voice with ftrength; lift i# up, 
be not afraid; fay unto the cities of Judah, Behold 
your God! 

to Behold, the Lord Gop will come with ftrong 
hand, and his arm {hall rule for him: behold, his re- 
ward is with him, and his work before him. 

t1 He fhall feed his flock like a fhepherd: he fhall 
gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bo- 
fom, and thall gently lead thofe that are with young. 

12 Y Who hath meafured the waters in the hollow 
of his hand, and meted out heaven with a {pan, and 
comprehended the duft of the earth in a meafure, and 
‘weighed the mountains in fcales, and the hills in a 
balance ? 

13 Who hath directed the Spirit of the Lorn, or bea 
ing his counfeller hath tanght him? 

14 With whom took he counfel, and wo inftruéted 
him, and taught him in the path of judgment, and 
taught him knowledge, and fhewed to him the way.of 
underftanding ? 

15 Behold, the nations are as a drop ofa bucket, and 
are counted as the {mall duft of the balance; behold, ; 
he taketh up the ifles 4s a very little thing. 

16 And Lebanon js not fufficient to burn, nor the 
bedfts thereof fufficient for a burnt offering. 

' 17 All nations before him are asnothing; and they 
are counted to him Jefs than nothing, and vanity. 

18 G To whom then will ye liken God? or what 
likenefs will ye compare unto him? 

19 The worknien melteth a graven image,and the gold- 
{mith{preadeth it over with gold,and cafteth fil ver chains, 

20 He that 7s fo impoverifhed that. he hath no ob- 
lation choofeth a tree t/az will not rot; he feeketh unto 
him a cunning workman to prepare a graven images 
that fhall not be moved. 

21 Have ye not known? have ye not heard? hath 
it not been told you from the beginning? have ye not 
underitood from the foundations of the earth ? 

22 It 
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pride and oftentation were highly blameable, and difpleafing to God, 
who had giveg him all things: and from this period the Lord began to 
prepare the means that were to bring about the deftruction of Jerufalem, 
and the captivity of the people. 

XL: 3 Lhe woice of him, &c.] Thefe words defcribe the office of  , 
John the Baptiit, who prepared the way of the great Redeemer of man- 
kind, by preaching in the wildcrnefs; fee Matt. iti. 

5 The glory of the Lord, &c.) The manifeftation of the kingdom of 
the Meffiah, who is frequently meationed in feripture by this appella- 
tion. 


Before break all my bones: from day even to night wilt thou 
nae make an end of me. ‘ 
ue 14 Likea crane or a {wallow, fo did ] chatter : I did 
mourn as a dove: mine eyes fail with looking upward: 
O Lorp, I am oppreffed ; undertake for me. 

15 What fhall I fay? he hath both fpoken unto me, 
and himfelf hath done zt. I fhall go foftly all my years 
in the bitternefs of my foul. 

16 O Lorp, by thefe ¢Aings men live, and in all thefe 
things ts the life of my fpirit: fo wilt thou recover me, 
and make me to live. 

17 Behold, for peace I had great bitternefs : but 
thou haft in love to my foul delivered it from the pit of 
corruption: for thou hait caft all my fins behind thy 
back, 

18 For the grave cannot praife thee, death can not 
celebrate thee: they that go down into the pit cannot 
hope for thy truth. 

19 The living, the living, he fhall praife thee, as I 
do this day: the father to thechildren fhall make known 
thy truth. 

zo The Lorn was ready to fave me: therefore we 
will fing my fongs to the itringed inftruments all the 
days of our life in the houfe of the Lorb. 

21 For Uaiah had faid, Let them take a lump of 
figs, and lay ¢¢ ior a plaifter upon the boil, and lie fhall 
recover. 

22 Hezekiah alfo had faid, What 7s the fign that I 
fhall go up to the houfeof the Lorn? 

CHA P. XXXIX. 
1 Merodach-baladan vifiting Hezekiah, hath notice of his 
treafuress 3 The Babylonifh captivity foretold. | 
ie T that time Merodach-baladan, the fon of Bala- 
dan, king of Babylon, fent letters and a prefent 
to Hezekiah: for he had heard that he had been fick, 
and was recovered. 

2 And Hezekiah was glad of them, and fhewed them 
the houfe of his precious things, the filver, and the gold, 
and the fpices, and the precious ointment, and all the 
houfe of his armour, and all that was found in his trea- 
fures: there was nothing in his houfe, nor in all his 
dominion, that Hezekiah fhewed them not. 

3 9 Then came Ifaiah the prophet unto king He= 
zekiah, and faid unto him, What faid thefe men? and 
from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah 
faid, They are come from a far country unto me, even 
from Babylon. 

Then faid he, What have they feen in thine houfe? 
And Hezekiah anfwered, All that zs in mine houfe 
have they feen: there is nothing among my treafures 
that I have not fhewed them. 

5 Then faid Ifaiah to Hezekiah, Hear the word of 
the Lorp of hofts: 

6 Behold, the days come, that all that zs in thine 
houfe, and tat which thy fathers have laid up in ftore 
until this day, fhall be carried to Babylon: nothing 
thall be left, faith the Lorp. 

7 And of thy fons that fhall iffue from thee, which 
thou thalt beget, fhall they take away ; and they fhall 
be cunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon. 

8 Then faid Hezekiah to Ifaiah, Good zs the word 
of the Lorp which thou haft fpoken. He faid more- 
over, For there fhall be peace and truth in my days. 

CHAP. XL, 
3 The promulgation of the gofpel. 3 The preaching of John 



























16 By thefe things men live, &c.] As the life of every man is thy 
gift, fo I fhall always acknowledge the prefervation of mine to_ be 
owing to thy goodnefs in promifing, and thy faithfulnefs in making 
good thy promife, 

Gentrat RerFlectrions on Chap. XXXVIL XXXVIII. 
From the condu@ of Hezekiah, we fee, that good men have recourfe 
.to God in their troubles, who delivers them, and punifhes their 
enemics. The fame pious king’s example alfo fhews us, that thofe, 
to whom God has been gracious in their extremity, fhould celebrate 
ay loving kindnefs, and employ their hearts, time, and talents, to 
is glory. : 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. XXXIX. XL. 
ae a And Henekiah was glad of then &e.] Hezekiah’s 
0. 48. me 7 


9 O Zion, &c.] Here the prophet alludes to the joyful found of the 
gofpel, which was to be publifhed by the apoftles after the afcenfion of 


our Saviour. 
GENERAL 
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God's providence over his church. 
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22 Jt is he that fitteth upon the circle of the earth, 
and the inhabitants thereof ave as grafhoppers ; that 
ftretcheth out the heavens as a curtain, and {preadeth 
them out as atent to dwell in: : 

- a9 That bringeth the princes to nothing; he maketh 

the judges of the earth as vanity. 

24 Yea, they fhall not be planted; yea, they fhall 
not be fown : yea, their ftock fhall not take root in the 
earth: and he fhall alfo blow upon them, and they 
fhall wither, and the whirlwind {hall take them away 
as ftubble. 

25 To whom then will ye liken me, or fhall I be 
equal? faith the Holy One. 

26 YF Life up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created thefe ¢ings, that bringeth out their hoft 
by number: he calleth them all by names by the great- 
nefs of his might, for that 4e 7s ilrong im power; not 
one faileth. 

27 Why fayeft thou, O Jacob, and {peakelt, O Ifrael, 
My way is hid from the Lorp, and my judgment is 
pailed over from my God? 

28 Haft thou not known ? haft thou not heard, that 
the everlaftting God, the Lorn, the Creator of the ends 
of the earth, Bintech not, neither is weary? there is no 
fearching of his underftanding. 

zg He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no migrht he increafeth ftrength. 

30 Even the youths fhall faint and be weary, and 
the young men fhall utterly fall: 

- 31 But they that wait upon the Lorn fhall renew 
theirftrength; they fhall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they fhall run, and not be weary; and they fhall walk, 
and not faint. 

CHAP. XL. 

1 God expoftulateth with his people about his mercies to the 
church, 10 his promifes, 2% and vanity of idols. 
EEP filence before me, O iflands; and let the 
people renew their ftrength; let them come near; 

then let them fpeak: let us come near together to 

judgment. 

2 Who raifed up the righteous man from the eaft, 
called him to his foot, gave the nations before him, 


and made 47m rule over kings? he gave them as the duft’ 


to his fword, and as driven ttubble to his bow. 

3 He purfued them, and paffed fafely 5 even by the 
way that he had not gone with his feet. * 

4 Who hath wrought and done #f, calling the gene- 
rations from the beginning? I the Loxrp, the firft, and 
with the lafé ; I am he. 

5 The ifles faw it, and feared ; the ends of the earth 
were afraid, drew near, and came. 

6 They helped every one his neighbour; and every 
ove faid to his brother, Be of good courage. 

7 So the carpenter encouraged the goldimith, and he 
that fmootheth with the hammer him that fmote the 
anvil, faying, It zs ready for the fodering: and he faf- 
tened it with nails, ¢haé it fhould not be moved. 

8 But thou, Ifrael, art my fervant, Jacob whom I 
have chofen, the feed of Abraham my friend. 

9 Thow whom I have taken from the ends of the 
earth, and called thee from the chief men thereof, and 
faid unto thee, Thpu art my fervant; I have chofen 
thee, and not caft thee away. 

to f] Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not 
difmayed ; for I am thy God: I will ftrengthen thee; 
yea, 1 will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteoufnels. 





Generar ReFLrectrions on Chap. XXXIX. XL. 
Secing how prone the beft of men are to be lifted up, we fhould ex- 
amine ourfelves, and be humble and thankful in all conditions ; 
ever admiring and adoring God for his goodnefs, power, and wif- 
dom, praife him for his mercies, and put our whole hope and truit 
in him. 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XLILXLIL 


KLIL 5 The ifles faw, Sc.] This is one of the moft émportant 
pallages in the facred {criptutes, becaufe every word of it is applied 


ISAIAH. 


11 Behold, all they that were incenfed againft thee B-fore 
fhall be afhamed and confounded : they fhall be as no-CURIST 


thing ; and they that flrive with thee fhall perith. 

12 Thou fhalt feek them, and fhall not find them, 
even them that contended with thee: they that war 
againft thec fhall be as nothing, and asa thing of nought. 

13 For the Lorn thy God will hold thy right hand, 
faying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 

14 Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Ifrael; 
I will help thee, faith the Lory, and thy redeemer, the 
Holy One of Ifrael. 

1g Behold, 1 will make thee a new fharp threfhing 
inftrument having teeth: thou fhait threfh the moun- 
tains, and beat ¢Hem fmall, and fhalt make the hills as 
chaff. 

16 Thou fhalt fan them, and the wind fhall carry, 
them away, and the whirlwind fhall fcatter them : and 
thon fhalt rejoice in the Lorn, and fhalt glory in the 
Holy Once of Ifrael. 

17 When the poor and needy feek water, and there is 
none, and their tongue faileth for thirft, I the Lorn will 
hear them, J tle God of Ifrael will not forfake them. 

18 I will open rivers in high places, and fountains 
in the midft of the valleys: I will make the wildernefS 
a pool of water, and the dry land fprings of water. 

19 I will plant in the wildernefs the cedar, the fhittah 
tree, and the myrtle, and the oil tree; I will fer in the 
defert the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree to- 
gether: 

20 That they may fee, and know, and confider, and 
underftand together, that the hand of the Lorp hath 
done this, and the Holy One of Ifrael hath created it. 

21 4 Produce your caufe, faith the Lorp; bring 
forth your ftrong rea/ons, faith the King of Jacob. 

22 Let them bring ¢hem forth, and thew us what fhall 
happen: Jet them ihew the former things, what they 
be, that we may confider them, and know the latter end 
of them ; or declare us things for to come. 

23 Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that 
we may know that ye are gods: yea, do good, or do 
evil, that we may be difmayed, and behold zt together. 

24 Behold, ye are of nothing, and your work of 
nought: an abomination is Je that choolfeth you. 

* 25 [have raifed up oze from the north, and he fhall 
come: from the rifing of the fun fhall he call upon my 
name: and he fhall come upon princes as pon morter, 
and as the potter treadeth clay. 

’ 26 Who hath declared from the beginning, that we 
may know? and beforetime, that we may fay, He is 
righteous? yea, there is none that fheweth, yea, there is 
none that declareth, yea, ¢/ere zs none that heareth your 
words. 

27 The firft ball fay to Zion, Behold, behold them: 
and I will give to Jerufalem one that bringcth good 
tidings. . 

28 For I beheld, and there zvas no man; even among 
them, and ¢here was no counfellor, that, when I afked 
of them, could anfwer a word. 

29 Behold, they are all vanity ; their work are no- 
thing : their molren images are wind and confufion. 

CHAP. XLII. 
i Ihe miffion of Chrift. 5 God's promife to him. 
exhortation to praife God for bis gofpel. 
EHOLD my fervant, whom I uphold; mine 
elect, 7z whom my foul delighteth ; 1 have put my 
ipirit upon him: he thall bring forth judgment to the 

Gentiles. 

: 2 He 


10 dn 


ee 
to Cyrus, and confirmed by the beft heathen authors ; and from that 
circumftance alone, were there no others, the deilts ought to be put to 
filence. 

14 Fear not, thou warm Facoh, &c.] Thefe words are to be con- 
fidered as alluding to the almighty power of God in preferving his 
church in its moft feeble and abject itate. _ z 

17 When the poor and needy, &c.] ‘his is another inftance of God’s 
peculiar care of his people in their mof prefling extremity. 

3, 2 Behold my servant, &c.] "hele words evidently 

point to the Redeemer of mankind, and denote that the gafpel was 10 
be a religion of poace. ; 
; 3 Smoking 


The zanity of zlols, 


CHAP. XLII. God comforteth his church. 


finned? for they would not walk in his ways, neither Before 
were they obedient unto his law. ee 


The miffien of Chrift to the Gentiles. 


Before 2 He fhall not cry, nor lift up, nor caufe his voice 
GRIST by be heard in the ftrcet. 








7% 3 A bruifed reed fhall he not break, and the fmoking 
flax fhall he not quench: he fhall bring forth judg- 
ment unto truth. 

4 He fhall not fail nor be difcouraged, till he have 
fet judgment in the earth: and the ifles fhall wait for 
his law. 

5 4 Thus faith God the Lorp, he that created the 
heavens, and ftretched them out; he that fpread forth 
the earth, and that which cometh out of it; he that 
giveth breath unto the people upon it, and fpirit to 
them that walk therein : 

6 I the Lorn have called thee in righteoufnefs, and 
will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a covenant of the people, for alight of the Gen- 
tiles ; 

7 "To open the blind eyes, to bring out the prifoners 
from the prifon, and them that fit in darknefs out of 
the prifon houfe. : 

8 | amthe Lorp: that 7s my name: and my glory 
will 1 not give to another, neither my praife to graven 
images. 

9 Behold, the former things are come to pafs, and 
new things do I declare: before they fpring forth I 
tell you of them. 

10 ¥ Sing unto the Lorp a new fong, and his praife 
from the end of the earth, ye that go down to the fea, 
and all that is therein ; the ifles, and the inhabitants 
thereof. 

rz Let the wildernefs and the cities thereof lift up 
their voice, the villages that Kedar doth inhabit: let the 
inhabitants of the rock fing, let them fhout from the 
top of the mountains. 

12 Let them give glory unto the Lorn, and de- 
clare his praife in the iflands. 

13 J The Lorp fhall go forth as a mighty man, he 
fhall ftir up jealoufy like a man of war : he fhall cry, 
yea, roar; he fhall prevail againft lis enemies. 

14 [have long time holden my peace; I have been 
Mill, and nefrained myfelf: now will I cry like a travail- 
ing woman; I will deftroy and devour at once. 

16 I will makewafte mountains and hills, and dry up 
all their herds; and J will make the rivers iflands, and I 
will dry up the pools. 

16 And I will bring the blind by a way that they 
knew not; I will lead them in paths ¢hat they have not 
known: I will make darknefs light before them, and 
crooked things ftraight. Thefe things will 1 do unto 
them, and not forfake them. 

17 They fhall be turned back, they fhall be greatly 
afhamed, that truft in graven images, that fay to the 
molten images, Ye are our gods. 

18 4 Hear, ye deaf; and look, ye blind, that ye 
may fee. 

19 Who zs blind, but my fervant ? or deaf, as my 
meflenger that I fent? who zs blind as he that is per- 
fect, and blind as the Lorn’s fervant? 

20 Seeing many things, but thou obferveft not; open- 
ing the ears, but he heareth not. 

21 The Lorn is well pleafed for his righteoufnefs’ 
fake; he will magnify the law, and make zt honourable. 

22 But this zs a people robbed and {poiled; they are 
all of them fnared in holes, and they are hid in prifon 
houfes: they are for a prey, and none delivereth; for 
a fpoil, and none faith, Reftore. 

23 Who among you will give ear to this? who will 
hearken, and hear for the time to comme? 

24 Who gave Jacob for a {poil, and Ifrael to the 
robbers? did not the Lorn, he againft whom we have 


rr 
3 Smoking fax fball he not quench, &c.] Where the leaft {park of 
grace is given, the Lord will not quench it; but will with rhe utmoft 
care keep it alive and improve it. 
16 J cuill bring the blind, &c.] This refers to the times of the 
gofpel, when God would enlightea the dark minds of men with the rays 
of the divine truth. : 


25 Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of 
bis anger, and the ftrength of battle: and it hath fet 
him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it 
burned him, yet he laid 7# not to heart. 

CHAP. XLII. . 
t The church comforted. 8 God’s omnipotency witneffed. 
14 He foretelleth the deftruction ef Babylon. 
UT now thus faith the Lorn that created thee, 
O Jacob, and he that formed thee, O Ifrael, Fear 
not: for I have redeemed they, I have called shee by 
thy name; thou arf mine. 

2 When thou pafleft through the waters, I wi// be 
with thée; and through the rivers, they fhall not over- 
flow thee: when chou walkelt through the fire, thou 
-fhalt not be burned; neither fhall the fame kindle upon 
thee. 

3 For I am the Lorp thy God, the Holy One of 
Ifrael, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for thy ranfom, Ethi- 
opia and. Seba for thee. . 

4 Since thou waft precious in my fight, thou haft 
been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will 
I give men for thee, and people for thy life. 

5 Fear not: for 1 am with thee: I will bring thy 
feed from the eaft, and gather thee from the weit; 

6 I will fay to the north, Give up; and to the fouth, 
Keep not back: bring my fons from far, and my 
daughters from the ends of the earth; 

7 Jeven every one that is called by my name: for I 
have created him for my glory, I have formed him; 
yea, I have made him. 

8 Gf Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, 
and the deaf that have ears. 

g Let all the nations be gathered together, and Ict 
the people be affembled ;: who among them can declare 
this, and fhew us former things? let them bring forth 
their witnefles, that they may be juflified: or let them 
hear, and fay, J¢ zs truth. 

10 Ye are my witnefles, faith the Lorp, and my 
fervant whom I have chofen: that ye may know and 
believe me, and underftand that I am he: before me 
there was no God formed, neither fhall there be after 
me. 

“ar I, evenlamthe Lorn; and befide me ¢here is no 
faviour. 

12 I have declared, and have faved, and I have 
fhewed, when there was no ftrange god among you: 
therefore ye are my witneffes, faith the Lorn, that I am 
God. 

13 Yea, before the day was 1 am he; and there is 
none that can deliver out of my hand: I will work, 
and who fhall Ict it. 

14 @ Thus faith the Lorp, your redeemer, the 
Holy One of Ifrael; For your fake I have fent to Ba- 

|} bylon, and have brought down all their nobles, and 
the Chaldeans, whofe cry zs in the fhips. 

151 amthe Lorp, your Holy One, the creator of 
Ifrael, your King. 

16 Thus faith the Lorp, which maketh a way in the 
fea, and a path in the mighty waters ; 

17 Which bringeth forth the’chariot and horfe, the 
army and the power; they fhall lie down together, they 
fhall not rife: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 

18 § Remember ye not the former things, neither 
confider the things of old. : : 

19 Behold, I will do a new thing; now it fhall fpring 
forth; fhall ye not know it? I will even make a way 
in the wildernefs, and rivers in the defert. 

20 The beaft of the field fhall honour me, the dra~ 

; gons 
ee 
GeneERAL ReFrecrirons on Chap. XLI. XLII. 

We are taught from hence, that nothing will conftitute fo effectually 
‘towards {upporting us in 2 day of adverfity, as firmly depending on 
God’s omnipotent power and goodnefs: be therefore our conitant 
ftudy and aim to walk in the fear of God, .and be fincere followers 
of Chgift, than which nothing can be more honourable or advanta- 


Eeous to us, : COMMENTARY 





God's gracious promife to his church. 


Before gons and the owls: becaufe I give waters in the wil- 
CHRIST dernefs, and rivers in the defert, to give drink to my 


712. 


people, my chofen. 

21 This people have I formed for myfelf; they fhall 
fhew forth my praife. 

22 Y But thou haft not called upon me, O Jacob; 
but thou baft been weary of nie, O Ifrael. so 

23:Thou haft not brought me the frail cattle of thy 
burnt offerings; neither haft thou honoured me with 
thy facrifices. I have not caufed thee to ferve with 
an offering, nor wearied thee with incenfe. 

24° Thou haft brought me no {weet cane with mo- 
ney, neither baft thou filled me with the fat of thy 
facrifices: but thon haft made me to ferve with thy 
fins, thou haft wearied me with thine iniquities. 

25 1, even 1, am he that blotteth out thy tranfgref- 
fions for mine own fake, and will not remember thy fins. 

26 Put mein remembrance: let us plead together: 
declare thou, that thou mayett be juftified. 

27 Thy firft father hath finned, and thy teachers 
have tranfgreffed againit me. 

28 Therefore I have profaned the princes of the fanc- 
tuary, and have given Jacob to the curfe, and Ifrael 


to reproaches, 

CHAP. XLIV. 

1 God again comforteth his church with gractous promifes. 
9 The folly of the makers of idols. 21 God exhorteth I/- 
rael to truft in his mercy, and promifeth reftoration to 
Cyrus. 

Y ET now hear, O Jacob my fervant; and Ifrael, 

whom I have chofen. 

2 Thus faith the Lorn that made thee, and formed 
thee from the womb, wich will help thee; Fear not, O 
Jacob, my fervant; and thou, Jefurun, whom I have 
chofen. 

3 For [ will pour water upon him that is thirfty, 
and floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my fpirit 
upon thy feed, and my bleffing upon thine offspring : 

4 And they fhall {pring up as among the grafs, as 
willows by the water courfes. 

5 One fhall fay, I am the Lorv’s; and another fhall 
call bimfelf by the name of Jacob; and another fhall 
fubfcribe with his hand unto the Lorn, and furname 
himfelf by the name of Ifrael. 


6 Thus faith the Lorp the King of Ifrael, and his’ 


redeemer the Lorp of hofts ; I am thefirft, and I am the 
laft ; and befide me ¢here is no God. 

7 And who, as I, fhall call, and fhall declare it, and 
and fet it in order for me, fince I appointed the ancient 
people? and the things that are coming, and {hall 
‘come, let them fhew unto them. ; 

8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told 
‘thee from that time, and have declared zt? ye are even 
amy witneffes. Is there a God befide me? yea, there is 
no God; I know not any. 

9 | They that makea graven image are all of them 
‘vanity; and their delectable things fhall not profit; and 
they are their own witnelffes ; they fee not, nor know; 
that they may be afhamed. 

1o Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven 
image fhat is profitable for nothing? 

rx Behold, all his fellows fhall be afhamed: and 
the workmen, that are of men: let them all be ga- 
thered together, let them ftand up; yet they fhall fear, 
end they thall be afhamed together. 

12 The {mith with the tongs both worketh in the 
coals, and fafhioneth it with hammers, and worketh 
it with the ftrength of his arms: yea, he is hungry, 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XLIII. XLIV_ 


XLII. 22 Thox haf? not called upon me, &c.| The prophet here 
affigns a reafon for the captivity of the Jews: they had rejected the wor- 
fhip of God for their heathen deities, and had praftifed idolatry. 

IV. One feall fay, I am the Lord’s, &c.] _This relates to the 
jncreafe of the church by the acceffion of the Gentiles. 

28 That faith of Cyrus, He is my foepherd, &c.] ‘This is one of the 


“ moft remarkable prophecies in {cripturey where Cyrus is’ called by 


3 


ISAIAH. 


ar his ftrength faileth: he drinketh no water and is 
aint. 

13 The carpenter ftretcheth out 47s rule; he mark- 
eth it out with a line; he fitterh it with planes, ard he 
marketh it out with the compafs, and maketh it after 
the figure of a man, according to the beauty of man ; 
thdt it may remain in the houfe. 

14 He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cy- 
prefs and the oak, which he ftrengtheneth for himiel€ 
among the trees of the foreft: he planteth an afh, and 
the rain doth nourifh it. 

1§ Then fhall it be for a man to burn: for he will 
take thereof, and warm himfelf; yea, he kindleth 7, 
and baketh bread ; yea, he maketh a god, and warthip- 
peth zt; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth 
down thereto. 

16 ‘He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part 
thereof he eateth flefh; he roafteth roaft, and is fatis— 
fied: yea, he warmeth Aim/elf, and faith, Aha, Iam 
warm, I have feen the fire: 

17 And the refidue thereof he maketh a god, cvex 
his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and wor- 
fhippeth 7#, and prayeth unto it, and faith, Deliver me; 
for thou art my god. 

18 They have not known nor underftood: forthe 
hath fhut their eyes, that they cannot fee; ard their 
hearts, that they cannot underitand. ‘ 

19 And none confidereth in shis heart, neither 7s there 
knowledge nor underftanding to fay, I have burned 
part of itin the fire; yea, alfo I have baked bread upon 
the coals thereof ; 1 have roafted fiefh, and eaten it - 
and fhallI make the refidue thereof an abomination ? 
fhall I fall down to the ftock of a tree? 

20 He feedeth on athes: a deccived heart hath turned 
him afide, that he cannot deliver his foul, nor fay, és 
there not a lie in my right hand? 

21 § Remember thefe, O Jacob and Ifrael; for thou 
art my fervant: I have formed thec; thou art my fer- 
vant: O Ifrael, thou fhalt not be forgotten of me, 

22 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy tranf- 
greffions, and, as a cloud, thy fins: return unto me; 
for I have redeemed thee. 

23 Sing, O ye heavens; for the Lorp hath done it: 
thout, ye lower parts of the earth: break forth into 
finging, yemountains, O foreit, and every tree therein: 
for the LorpD hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified him- 
felf in Hfrael. 

24 Thus faith the Lorn, thy redeemer, and he that 
formed thee from the womb, I am the Lorn that mak- 
eth all ¢hings; that ftretcheth forth the heavens alone; 
that fpreadeth abroad the earth by myfelf: 

25 That fruftrateth the tokens of the liars, and mai:- 
eth diviners mad; that turncth e7/e men backward, 
and maketh their knowledge foolith ; 

26 That confirmeth the word of his fervant, and per- 
formeth the counfel of his meffengers; that faith to 
Jerufalem, Thou fhalt be inhabited ; and to the cities 
of Judah, Ye fhall be built, and { will raife up the 
decayed places thereof : : 

27 That faith to the deep, Be dry, and J will dry up 
thy rivers: 

28 That faith of Cyrus, He is my fhepherd, and 
fhall perform all my pleafure: even faying to Jeruta- 
lem, Thou fhalt be built; and to the temple, Thy fouao~ 
dation fhal] be laid. 

CHAP. XLV. _. 
1 God calleth' Cyrus for his church’s fake: § he afferteth 


his own omnipotency. 20 Idols convinced of wanity. 
THUS 





his name, fee chap. xiv. 4. above one hundred years before he was 
born. 
Generar Rercvectrons on Chap. XLITD. XLIV. 
Let us remember, that the promifes herein contained are applicable to 
the Chriftian church, and the truly faithful in all ages; it is our duty 


and intereft, therefore, to meditate upon them with faith and grati- 
tude, “rejoice in God, and give him thanks fos the deliverance he has 


wrought out for us by Clift Jefus. 
A COMMENTARY 


Refloration by Cyrus prom fed. 


Before 
CHkisr 
quiz. 





God afferteth his own omnipotency. 





Before 
CHRIST 


Jit 


HUS faith the Lorp to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whofe, right hand I have holden, to fubdue na- 
tions before him; and J will loofe the loins of kings, to 
open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates 
fhall not be fhur; 

2 I will go before thee, and make the crooked places 
ftraight: I will break in pieces the gates of brafs, and 
cut in funder the bars of iron: 

3 And I will give thee the treafures of darknefs, and 
hidden riches of fecret places, that thou mayeft know 
that I, the Loxp, which call thee by thy name, am the 


. God of Ifrael. 


4 For Jacob my fervant’s fake, and Ifrael mine elect, 
I have even called thee-by thy name: I have furnamed 
thee; though thou haft nor known me: 

q I amwthe Lorn, and shere is none elfe, there is 
no God befide me: 1 girded thee, though thou haft 
not known me. 

6 That they may know from the rifing of the fun, 
and from the weft, that ¢here 7s none befide me. Iam 
the Lorp, and shere 7s none elfe. 

7 I form the light, and create darknefs: I make 
peace, and create evil: I the Lorp do all thefe things. 

8 Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and. let the 
fkies pour down righteou{nefs : let the earth open, and 
Jet them bring forth falvation, and let righteoufnefs 
{pring up together; 1 the Lorn have created it. 

g Woe unto him that ftriveth with his Maker! Let 
the potfherd rive with the potfherds of the earth. 
Shall che clay fay to him thar fafhioneth it, What 
makeft thou ? or thy work, He hath no hands? 

10 Woe unto him that faich unto Sis father, What 
begetreft thou? or to the woman, What haft thou 
brought forth? 

11 Thus faith the Lorp the Holy One of Ifrael, and 
his Maker, Afk me of things to come concerning my 
fons, and concerning the work of my hands command 

fe me. : 
Y 12 I have made the earth, and created man upon 
it: J, even my hands, have ftretched out the heavens, 
and all their hoft have I commanded. 

13 1 have raifed him up in righteoufnefs, and I will 
direct all his ways: he fhall build my city, and he fhall 
Jet go my captives, not for price nor reward, faith the 
Lorn of hofts. ; 

34 Thus faith the Lorn, The labour of Egypt, and 
merchandife of Ethiopia and of the Sabeans, men of fta-~ 
ture, fhall come over unto thee, and they fhall be thine: 
they fhall come after thee; in chains they fhall come 
over, and they fhall fall down unto thee, they fhall 
make fupplication unto thee, /zying, Surely God és in 
thee; and /here is none elfe, there is no God. 

15 Verily thou art a God that hideft rhyfelf, O God 
of |frael, the Saviour. ‘ 

16 They fhall be afhamed, and alfo confounded, all 
of them: they ihall go to confufion together shat are 
makers of idois. 

17 But Ifrael fhall be faved in the Lorp with an 
everlafting falvation: ye fall not be afhamed nor con- 
founded,world wirhout end. 

18 For thus faith the Lorp that created the hea- 
vens ; God himfelf that formed the earth and made it, 
he bath eftablithed it, he created it not in vain, he 
formed it to be inhabited: I am the Lorp; and there 
és none elfe. . 

, 19 I have not fpoken in fecret, in a dark place of 
the earth: I faid not unto the feed of Jacob, Seek ye 


RT A ASS 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XLV. XLVI. 


XLV. 1 Thus faith the Lord to bis anointed, &:c.] This does not 
mean that Cyrus was a pious prince, (for he was an idolater and a ty- 
rant) but that God would raile him up to deliver his chofen people out 
of flavery. 

22 Look unto me and be ye faved, &c.] It fhould be rendered, and ye 
fiall be faved; here Chriit is exhibited as an obje& of worthip, and a 
glorious deliverer to all nations, and therefore the inhabitants of the 
whole world are invited to laok to him for falvation. eae ; 

ae 13 2 bring near, &¢.] This means, that God would: re- 

0. 48. : 


CHAP. XLVI. 





things that are right. 

20 § Affemble yourfelves and come; draw near to- 
gether, ye shat are efcaped of the nations: they have no 
knowledge that fet up the wood of their graven image, 
and pray unto a god that cannot fave. 

21 Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, Ict them take 
counfel together: who hath declared this from ancient 
time? who hath told it from that time? dave not { the 
Lorp? and there is no God elfe befide me; a juft God 


‘anda Saviour; ¢here is none befide me. 


22 @ Look unto me, and be ye faved, all the ends of 
the earth: for Ia God, and ¢here is none elfe. 

23.1 have {worn by myfelf, the-word is gone out 
of my mouth zx rightcoufnefs, and fhall not return, 
That ufto me every knee fhall bow, every tongue 
fhall fwear. é 

24. Surely, fhall ove fay, in the Lorn have I righte~ 
oufnefs and ftrength: evex to him fhall mex come ; and 
all chat are incenfed againft him fhall be afhamed. 

25 In the Lorn fhall all the {eed of Ifracl be jufti- 
fied, and fhall glory. 


CHAP. XLVI. 
1 The idols of Babylon co:tld not fave thenfilves. 3 God 


Jfoveth his people. 5 Idols are vot to be compared with 
God. 12 His falvation is near at hand. 


EL boweth down, Nebo ftoopeth, their idols 
were upon the beafts, and upon the cattle: your 


‘carriages were heavy loaden ; they are a burden to the 


weary bea. 

2 They ftoop, they bow down together ; they could 
not deliver the burden, but themfelves are gone into 
captivity. 

3 ¢ Héarken unto me, O houfe of Jacob, and all the 
remnant of the houfe of Ifracl, whic are borne dy me 
from the belly, which are carricd from the womb: 

And ever to your old age I am he; and even to 
hoar hairs wiJl I carry you : [have made, and I will bear; 
even I will carry, and will deliver you. 

5 { To whom will ye liken me, and make me equal, 
and compare me, that we may be like? 

6 They lavifh gold out of the bag, and weigh filver 
‘in the balance, aud hire a gold{mith ; and he maketh ic 
a god: they fall down, yea, they worfhip. 

7 They bear him upon the fhoulder, they carry him; 
and fer him in his place, and he ftandeth ; from his 
place fhall he not remove: yea; ove fhall cry unto him, 
yet can he not aniwer, nor fave him out of his trouble. 

8 Remember this, and fhew yourfelves men: bring 
it again te*mind, O ye tranfgreffors. 


g Remember the former things of old: for I az God, 


and ¢here is none elfe; Lam God, and ‘here is none 
like me, ed 

10 Declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times the /bings that are not yet done, faying, 
My counfel fhall ftand, and I will do all my pleafure : 

-11 Calling a ravenous bird from the eaft, the man 
that executeth my counfel from a far country: yea, I 
have {poken 7, I will alfo bring it to pafs; I have pur- 
pofed zt, I will alfo do ir. 

12 { Hearken unto me, ye ftouthearted, that are far 
from righteoufnefs : . 

13 I bring near my righteoufnefs ; it’ fhall not be 
far off, and my falvation fhall not tarry: and I will 
place falvation in Zion for Ifrael my glory, 


CHAP. 





move the vail that obfcured their intelleCtual faculties, and make the 
way of righteor{nefs and peace clear unto them. . 


Generar REPLECTIONS on Chap. XLV. XLVI. 


We may gather from thefe chapters that God difpofes of all things in 
wifdom 3 and that the end he propofes to hitnfelf in his works, is to 
make himfelf known to men, and to ftir them up to ferve him. Let 
us therefore blefs God, that he has brought his righteoufnefs fo near 
to us, and confider it as our higheft happinefs to adhere to his gof~ 

" ggel. and walk in his ways: 


7&8 COMMENTARY. 


Idols not to be compared with ‘sad, 


ae eoetibeicsttemoea tide 


.mein vain: I the Lorp fpeak righteoufnels, I declare tefore 
. CHRIST 


Jit 


€ 


God's judgment upon Babylon. ISAIAH. He convinceth the people of ther obftinacy. 


2 For they call rhemfelves of the holy city, and flay Before 


"Before CHAP. XLVII. j 
CHRIST God's judgments upon Babylon for ber unmercifulne/s and \} themf{elves upon che God of Ifrael; The Loo of holts Pee 
a pride Salt be trrefiftible. zs his name. 


_remember the latter end o 


OME down, and fit in the duft, O virgin daugh- 

ter of Babylon, fit on the ground: there is no 

throne, O daughter of the Chaldeans: for thou fhalt 
no more be called tender and delicate, : 

2 Take the milftones, and grind the meal: uncover 
thy locks, make bare the leg, uncover the thigh, pafs 
over the rivers. 

3 Thy nakednefs fhall be uncovered, yea, thy fhame 
fhall be feen: I will take vengeance, and I will not 
meet (hee asa man, 

4. As for our redeemer, the Lorp of hofts is his name, 
the Holy One of Ifrael. . 

5 Sitthoufilent,and get thee into darknefs, O daugh- 
ter of the Chaldeans: for thou fhalt no more be called, 
The lady of kingdoms. 

6 Ll was wroth with my people, I have polluted mine 
inheritance, and given them into thine hand: thou didft 
fhew them no mercy; upon the ancient haft thou very 
‘heavily laid thy yoke. 

7 And thou faidft, I fhall be a lady for ever: fo that 
thou didft not lay thefe sping: to thy heart, neither didft 

it. 

8 Therefore hear now this, shou ‘hat art given to 
pleafures, that dwelleft carelefly, that fayeft in thine 
heart, I am, and none elfe befide me; I fhall not fit as 
a widow, neither fhall I know the lofs of children: 

g But thefe two sbings which fhall come in a mo- 
ment in one day, the lofs of children, and widowhood : 
they fhall come upon thee in their perfection for the 
multitude of thy forceries, and for the great abundance 
of thine enchantments. 

‘10 For thou haft trufted in thy wickednefs: thou 
haft faid, None feeth me. Thy wifdom and thy know- 
ledge, it hath perverted thee; and thou haft faid in 
thine hearr, 1 am, and none elfe befide me. 

18 Therefore fhall evil come upon thee: thou fhale 
not know from whence it rifeth: and mifchief fhall fall 
upon thee; thou fhalt not be able to put it off: and 
defolation fhall come upon thee fuddenly, which thou 
fhalc not know. 

12 § Stand now with thine enchantments, and with 
the multitude of thy forceries, wherein thou haft la- 
boured from thy youth; if fo be thou fhalt be able to 
profit, if fo be thou mayeft prevail. 

13 Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy coun- 
fels. 
monthly prognofticators, {tend up, and fave thee from 
thefe things, that fhall come upon thee. 


14 Behold they fhall be as ftubble; the fire fhall’ 


burn them ; they fhall not deliver themfelves from the 
power of the flame: shere hall not é¢ a coal to warm 
at, wor fire to fit before it. 

rs Thus fhall they be unto thee with whom thou 
haft laboured, even thy merchants, from thy youth: 
they fhall wander every one to his quarter; nonce fhall 


fave thee. 
CHAP. XLVIII 
1 God convinceth the people of their obflinacy: 12 exhort- 
etn to obedience: 16 lamenteth their difobedience. 
EAR ye this, O houfe of Jacob, which are called 
by the name of Ifracl, and are come forth out 
of the waters of Judah, which fwear by the.name of 
the Lorp, and make mention of the feed of Ifrael, but 
not in truth, nor in righteoufnefs. : 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XLVIL XLVIII. 


XLVI. 3 J qwill net meet thee as a man.) Iwill thew neither merey 
nor pity. ‘ 4 

9 Thefe two things, &c.| This prophecy was twice fulfilled ; having 
been accomplithed the very night that Babylon was taken, when the 
Perfians flew the king himfelf, and a great number of the people; and 
ic was fulfilled a fecond time, when befieged by Darius, who caufed 
three thoufand of the inhabitants to be crucified, and fent their wives and 
children into captivity. aX 
_ XLVI. 6 Thou baft heard, fee all this, &c.] The tranflation pub- 
lished under Henry VIL. gives the fenfe of thefe. words very cleanly, 


Let now the aftrologers, the flargazers, the | 


‘ promulgation of the 


_3 Lhave declared the former things from the begin- 
ning ; and they wenr forth out of my mouth, and I 
pee them; I did ¢s4em fuddenly, and they came to 
pafs. 

4 Becaufe I knew that thou art obftinate, and thy 
neck 7s an iron finew, and thy brow bralfs; 

5 lL have even from the beginning declared 7f to thee; 
before it came to pafs I ihewed # thee: left thou 
fhouldeft fay, Mine idol hath done them, and my graven 
image, and my molten image, hath commanded them, 

6 Thou haft heard, fee all this; and will not ye de- 
clare is ? I have fhewed thee new things from this time, 
even hidden things, and thou didft not know them. 

7 They are created now, and not from the begin- 
ning; even before the day when thou heardeft thera 
not; left thou thouldctft fay,’ Behold, I knew them. 

8 Yea, thou heardeft not; yea, thou knewelt nar; ° 
yea, from thar time ¢bat thine car was not opened: tor 
I-knew that thou wouldeft deal very treacheroully, and 
waft called a tranfgrctior from the womb. ie 

9 Q For my name’s fake will I defer mine anger, 
and tor my praife will I refrain for thee, that | cuc 
thee not off. 

10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with filver ; 
I have chofen thee in the furnace of affliction. 

11 For mine own fake, even tor mine own fake, will 
I do it: for how ihould my name be polluted? and I 
will not give my glory unto another. 

12 §[ Hearken unto me, O Jacob and Mracl, my 
called; I am he; I am the firft, I alfo am the laft. 

23 Mine hand alfo hath laid the foundation of the 
carth, and my right hand hath fpanned the heavens: 
when I call unto them, they ftand up together. 

t4. All ye, aflemble yourfelves, and hear; which 
among them hath declared the/e things? The Lorn hath 
loved him: he will do his pleafure on Babylon, and his 
arm fball be on the Chaldeans. 

15 1, even 1, have fpoken; yea, I have called him; 
I have brought him, and he fhall make his way prof 
perous. 

16 4] Come ye near unto me, hear ye this; I have 
not fpoken in fecret from the beginning ; from the time 
that it was, there aw I: and now the Lorp God, and 
his Spirit, hath fent me. 

17 Thus faith the Lorp, thy Redeemer, the Holy 
One of Ifrael; I am the Lorp thy God which teacheth 
thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the way /éa¢ thou 
fhouldeft go. 

18 O that thou hadft hearkened to my command- 
ments! then had thy peaee been asa river, and thy 
righteoufnéfs as the waves of the fea: 

19 Thy feed alfo had been as the fand, and the off- 
fpring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof: his name 
fhould not have been cut off nor deftroyed from before 
me. 

20 § Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye from the Chal- 
deans, witha voice of finging declare ye, tell this, utter 
it even to the end of the earth; fay ye, the Loro hath 
redeemed his fervanr Jacob. 

zt And they thirfted not when he led them through 
the deferts: he caufed the waters to flow out‘of the 
rock for them: he clave the rock alfo, and the waters 
gufhed out. 

22 There is no peace, faith the Lorp, unto rhe wicked. 

CHAP. 


eS A NS 
Thou heardeft ir, and behold it is come to pafs: and fhall net ye your- 
felves confefs the fame? 

6 Go ye forth, &c.] ‘Thefe words may be underftood to mean the 
ofpel, when all the heathen nations would be in- 
vited to forfake their idols, and feek refuge in Chrift, who is the wifdom 
and power of Gad to all them that believe. 

GenerRAt Rerrections on Chap. NLVII. XLVI. 
We perceive from hence, thar floth, luxury, and carnal defires, are the 
preludes to the deftruétion of a nation: that there is no peace for the 
ebftinately wicked in this life, nor have they. any reafon to expect it 
in the next; becaufe the God of love and peace will become their 


enemy, and punith them eternally. 
ees . COMMENTARY 








‘Chrift’s unfucce/sful miffion to the Fews. CHAP. XLIX. L. 


Before 


CHAP. XLIX. 


CHRIST 1 Chy iff being fent to the Fews, complaineth of them: 5 be 


7h 


ts ent to the Gentiles.” 13 God’s-love to his church. 
ISTEN, O ifles, unto me; amd hearken, ye peo- 
ple, from far; The Lorn hath called me from 
the womb; from the bowels of my mother hath he 
made mention of my name. 

2 And he hath made my mouth like a fharp {word ; 
in the fhadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made me 
a polifhed fhaft; in his quiver hath he hid me; 

3 And faid unto me, Thou art my fervant, O Ifrael, 
in whom I will be glorified. 

4 Then I faid, Thave laboured in vain, I have fpent 
my ftrength for nought, and in vain: yet furely my 
judgment is with the Lorp, and my work with my God. 

-5 4 And now, faith the Lorn that formed me from 
the womb zo ée his fervant, to bring Jacob again to 
him, Though Ifrael be not gathered, yet fhall 1 be glo- 
rious in the eyes of the Lorp, and my God fhall be my 
ttrength. 

6 And he faid, It is a light thing that thou fhouldeft 
be my fervant to raife up the tribes of Jacob, and to 
reftore the preferved of Ifrael: I will alfo give thee for 
a light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be my falva- 
tion’ unto the end of the earth. 

7 Thus faith the Lorp the redeemer of Ifracl, and 
his Holy One; to him whom man defpifeth, to him 
whom the nation abhorreth, toa fervant of rulers, kings 
thall fee and arife, princes alfo fhall worfhip, becaufe of 
the Lonp that is faithful, ed the Holy One of Ifrael, 
and he fhall choofe thee. 

8 Thus faith the Lorp, In an acceptable time have 
¥ heard thee, and in a day of falvation have I helped 
thee: and I will preferve thee, and give thee for a co- 
venant ot the people, to eftablifh the earth, to caufe to 
inherit the defolate heritages ; : 

g That thou mayeft fay to the prifoners, Go forth ; 

to them that are in darknefs, Shew yourfelves. ‘They 
thall ‘teed in the ways, and their paftures /ball e in all 
high places. ; : . 
10 They fhall not hunger nor thirft; neither fhall 
the heat nor fun fmite them: for he that hath mercy on 
them {hall lead them, even by the {prings of water fhall 
he guide them. . 

11 And I will make all my mountains a way, and 
my highways fhall be exalted. 

12 Behold, thefe fhall come from far: and lo, thefe 

from the north and from the weft; and thefe from the 
land of Sinim. 
_ 13 4] Sing, O heavens ; and be joyful, O earth; and 
break forth into finging, O mountains: for the Lorp 
hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon 
his. afflicted. 

14 But Zion faid, the Lorp hath forfaken me, and 
my Lorp hath forgotten me. 

1g Can a woman forget her fucking child, that fhe 
fhould not have compaffion on the fan of her womb? 
yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. 

16 Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of 
my hands; thy walls are continually before me. 

17 Thy children fhall make hafte; thy deftroyers 
and they that made thee wafte fhall go forth of thee. 

18° @ Lift up thine eyes round about, and behold: 
all thefe gather themfelves together, zzd come to thee. 
As J live, faith the Lorn, thou fhalt furely clethe thee 
with them all, as with an ornament, and bind them on 
thee, as a bride docth. . 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, XLIX. L. 

XLIX. 1 Liften, O iffes, Sc.) By “ ifles”? are meant the Gentile 
nations. ‘Thefe words plainly point to Chrift, whom God hath pecu- 
Hiarly fanctified and fet apart for his offices of king, prieft, and prophet, 
‘hich he will exercifé till time fhall be no more. 
. 8 In an acceptable time—in a day of Jalvation, &c.] The firft pub- 
Yithing of the gofpel is that time which God thought proper to fix upon 
as a feafon of mercy, according to his eternal decree. — 

23 did kings fhall Le thy nurfing fathers, &c.] Literally, the fuc- 

¢ eeffors of Alexunder, who about two hundred years before our Saviour’s 

advent, took the Jews under their proteétion. Metaphorically, that 


He fheweth his ability to fave. 


19 For thy wafte and thy defolate places, and the Before 


land of thy deftruction, fhall even now be too narrow 
by reafon of the inhabitants, and they that fwallowed 
thee up fhall be far away. 

20 The children which thou fhalt have, after thou 
haft loft the other, fhall fay again in thine ears, The 
place is too ftrait for me: give place to me that I may 
dwell. i 

21 Then fhalt thou fay in thine heart, Who hath 
begotten me thefe, feeing I have loft my children, and 
am defolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and 
who hath brought up thefe? Behold, 1 was left alone; 
thefe, where Aad they cen? 

22 Thus faith the Lord Gop, Behold, I will lift up 
mine hand to the Gentiles, and fet up my ftandard to 
the people: and they thall bring thy fons in /beir arms, 
and thy daughters fhall be carried upon their fhoulders. 

23 And kings fhall be thy nurfing fathers, and their 
queens thy nurfing mothers: they thall bow down to 


Fi 


thee with éherr face toward the earth, and lick up tne . 


duft of thy feer; and thou fhalt know that I a the 
Lorp: for they fhall not be afhamed thar wait for me. 

24. § Shall the prey be taken from the mighty, or the 
lawful captive delivered? 

25 But thus faith the Lorn, Even the caprives of the 
mighty fhall be taken away, and the prey of the ter- 
rible fhall be delivered: for I will contend with him 
that contendeth with thee, and I will fave thy children. 

26 And I will feed them that opprefs thee with their 
own ftéfh; and they thall be drunken with their own 
blood, as with {weet wine: and all flcfh fhall know that 
Ithe Loxp am thy Saviour and thy Redeemer, the 
mighry One of Jacob. 

Chrift fi a ey ere 
1 Chrifi fheweth his ability to fave, 5 by bis obedivuce, 

9 and by his pp ite ae Gatti afifeace. 
HUS faith the Lorn, Where is the bill of your 
mother’s divorcement, whom I have put away ? 
or which of my creditors is 4to whom | have fold you? 
Behold, for your iniquities have ye fold yourfelves, 
and for your tranfgreffions is your mother put away. 

2 Wherefore, when I came, was /here no man? when 
I called, was there none to anf{wer? Is my hand fhortened 
at all, that it canngt redeem? or have I no power to 
deliver? behold, at my rebuke I dry up the fea, 1 make 
the rivers a wildernefs: their fifh ftinketh, becaufe shere 
zs no water, and dieth for thirft. 

3 I clothe the heavens with blacknefs, and I make 
fackcloth their covering. 

4 9 The Lorp God hath given me the tongue of 
the learned, that 1 fhould know how to fpeak a word 
in feafon to bisa that is weary: he wakeneth morning by 
morning, he wakeneth mine ear to hear as the learned. 

5 §[ The Lord Gop hath opened mine car, and I was 
not rebellious, neither turned away back. 

6 I gave my back to the {miters, and my checks to 
them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my face from 
fhame and fpitting. 

7G For the Lord Gon will help me; therefore fhall 
I not be confounded: therefore have I fee my face like 
a flint, and I know thar I fhall not be afhamed. 

8 He is.near that juftifiech me; who will contend 
with me? let us ftand together: whois mine adverfary ? 
let him come near to me. 

g Behold the Lord Gop will help me; who ¢s he sat 
fhall condemn me? Jo, they all fhall wax old as a gar. 
ment; the moth fhall eat them up. 

10 J Who 


: . 
many Heathen princes who before had perfecuted the gofpel would, 
after being convinced of the truth of it, renounce their errors, feek 
= falyation only in and through Chrift, and become protectors of the 

tirchs * 

L. 4 The Lord God, &c.] Thefe words point to the divine know- 
ledge wherewith the Redeemer was endued. : 

6 I gave my back to the fesiters, bc.) Thefe words were literally 
fulfilled in Chrift. 

9 They foall wax old as a garment, &c.] Herod, Pilate, thé chief 
pricfts, and multitudes of other perfecutors among the pagans and pa- 
pills, are long fince perifheds 
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The certainty of God's falvation. 


ISAIAH. The-welcome news. of Chrift’s kingdom. 
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CHRIST 
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x0 § Who és among you thar feareth the Lorp, that 
obeyeth the voice of his fervant, that walketh zz dark- 
refs, and hath no light? let him truft in the name of 
the Lorn, and ftay upon his God. 

11 Behold, all ye that kindle aire, that compafs 
yourfelves about with fparks: walk in the light of your 
fire, and in the {parks that ye have kindled. This thall 
ye have of mine hand; ye fhall lie down in forrow. 

CHAP. LI. 

1 An exhortation to truft in God, 3 his pos 4 falva- 
tion, 7 and man’s mortality. 9g Chrift defendeth his 
church.. 17 He bewaileth ferufalem. . 

he to me, ye that follow after righte- 

oufnefs, ye that feek the Lorn: look unto the 
rock whence ye are hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
whence ye are digged. 

2 Look unto Abraham your father, and unto Sarah 
thaé bare you: for I called him alone, and bleffed him, 
and increafed him. : 

For the Lorp fhall comfort Zion: he will com- 
fort all her wafte places; and he will make her wilder- 
nefs like Eden, and her defert like the garden of the 
Lorn; joy and gladnefs fhall be found therein, thank{- 
giving, and the voice of melody. : 

4 § Hearken unto me, my people; and give car 
unto me, O my nation: for a Jaw fhall proceed from 
me, and I will make my judgment to reft for a light of 
the people. oe 

5 My righteoufnefs is near; my falvation is gone 
forth, and mine arms fhall judge the people; the ifles 
fhall wait upon me, and on mine arm fhall they truft. 

6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon 
the earth beneath: for the heavens fhall vanifh away 
like fmoke, and the earth fhall wax old like a garment, 
and they that dwell therein fhall die in like manner:-but 
my falvation fhall be for ever, and my righteoufnefs 
Shall not be abolifhed. , 

7 Q Hearken unto me, ye that know righteoufnefs, 
the peaple in whofe heart #s my law; fear ye not the re- 
proach of men, neither be ye afraid of their revilings. - 

8 For the moth fhall eat them up like a garment, 


and the worm fhall eat them like wool: but my righ- |: 


teoufnefs fhall be for ever, and my falvation from ge- 
neration to generation. 

g Q Awake, awake, put on ftrength, O arm of the 
Lorp; awake, as in the ancient days, in the genera- 
tions of old. Art thou not it that hath cut Rahab, 
and wounded the dragon? 

ro Art thou not it which hath dried rhe fea, the 
waters of the great deep; that hath made the depths of 
thé {ca a way for the ranfomed to pafs over? 

yr Therefore the redeemed of the Logo fhall return, 
and come with finging unto Zion; and everlafting joy 
Jfeall be upon their head: they fhall obtain gladnefs and 
joys and forrow and mourning fhall flee away. 

12 4 I, evex I, amhe that comforteth you: who art 
thou, that thou fhouldeft be afraid of a man ¢ba¢t fhall 
dic, and of the fon of man which fhall be made as grafs-.; 

13 And forgetteft the Lorp thy maker, that hath 
ftretched forth the heavens, and laid the foundations of 
the earth; and haft feared continually every day becaufe 
of the fury of the oppreffor, as if he were ready. to de~ 
ftroy 2? and where /s the fury of the oppreffor ? 

14. Lhe captive exile hafteneth that he may be loofed, 
and that he fhould not die in the pit, nor that his bread 
fhould fail. 

LL 

Gewerat Rerrecriowns on Chap. XLIX. L.' 

The incredulity of the Jews, the calling of the Gentiles, and the mar- 

vellous increafe of the church of Chrift, are here clearly feen. The 

miniftess of the Lord may alfo learn from hence, that though they 

may meet with great oppofition, yet God will fupport them in their 

_ealling ; and all-who labour and fuffer for the caufe of the Lord may 
be affured, that he wilt never forfake them. ; 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. LI. LIf. 


LI. 6 Lift up your eyes, &c.] How beautiful foever. the whole 
frame of nature may be, it will ere long vanith away, but the falva- 
tion of Chrift will endure for ever. 


15 But I am the Lorn thy God, that divided the fea, Before 


whofe waves roared: The Lorp of hofts is his name. . 
16 And I have put my words in thy mouth, and I 
have covered. thee in the fhadow of mine hand, thar I 
may plant the heavens, and lay the foundations of the 
earth, and fay unto Zion, Thou ar¢my people. . 

17 J Awake, awake, ftand up, O Jerufalem, which 
haft drunk at the hand of the Lorn thecup of his fury; 
thou haft drunken the dregs of the cup of trembling, 
and wrung them out. 

18 There is none to guide hereamong all the fons 
whom fhe hath brought forth; neither és /bere any that 
taketh her by the hand of all the fons shat fhe hath 
brought up. . 

19 Thefe two fhings are come unto thee; who fhall 
be forry for thee? defolation and deftruction, and rhe 
famine, and the fword: by whom fhall I comfort thee? 

20 Thy fons have fainted, they lie at the head ci all 
the ftreets, as a wild bull ina net: theyare full of the 
fury of the Lorp, the rebuke of thy God. 

21 G Thercfore hear now this, thou afflicted, and 
drunken, but not with wine: , 


CHRIST 
yi. 


22 Thus faith thy Lord the Lorn, and thy God shag . 


pleadeth the caufe of his people, Behold, ‘i have taken 
out of thine hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs 
of the cup of my fury; thou fhalr no more drink it 
again : : 

- 23 ButI will puc itinto the hand of them that afflict 
thee: which have faid to thy. foul, .Bow down, that we 


may go over: and thou haft laid thy body as the yround, 


.and as the ftreet, to rhem that went over. 


CHAP. LH. 
i The churches redensption: 7 Her minifiers receivcds 
11 Her ficedont from bondage. 
WAKE, awake; put on thy {trength, O Zion; 
put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerufalem, the 
holy city: for henceforth there fhall n0 more come into 
thee the uncircumcifed and the uncleain 

2 Shake thyfelf from the duit; arife, aud fir down, 
O Jerufaiem : loofe chyfelf from the bands of chy neck, 
O captive daughter of Zion. & 

3 For thus faith the Lorp, -Ye have fold yourfelves 
for nought; and ye fhall be redeemed without money. 

4 For thus faith the Lorn Ged, My people wens 
down aforetime into Egypt to fojourn there; and rhe 
Affyrian oppreffed them without caufe. 

5 Now therefore, what have I here, faith the Lorn; 
that my people is taken away for nought? they thet 
rule over them make them to how], fairh the Lorn; 
and my name continually every day zs blafphemed. 

6 Therefore my people fhall know my name: there- 
fore hey fall know in that day that 1 am he that doth 
{peak : behold, # 7s I. 


7 {f How beautiful upon the mountains are the feer ° 


ofhimthat bringeth good tidings, that publifheth peace; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publifieth fal- 
vation ; that faith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 

8 Thy watchmen fhall lift up the voice; with the 
voice together fhall they fing: fer they fhall fee eye to 
eye, when the Lorop fhall bring again Zion. 

9 { Break forth into joy, ting together, ye wafte 
places of Jerufalem: for the Lorn hath comforted his 
people, he hath redeemed Jerufalem. 

10 The Lorp hath made bare his holy arm in the 
eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth: 
fhall fee the-falvation of our God. 

rr J Depart 





9 Awake, awake, &c.] Thefe words have not only a retrofpect to 
the deliverances God had wrought for the Ifraelites in ancient times, 
but alfo point forwards to thofe greater wonders the Meffiah fhouid 
perform for his people. et . 

21 Therefore hear now; &c.) This alludes partly to the affited fate 
of the oppreffed Jews under the tyranny of Antiochus; and alfo to the 
perfecutions of the primitive Chriftians, many of whom were thrown to 
wild beafts, and otherwife crusily perfecuted, for their attachinen: to 
Chrift. : 

LIL. 7 How beautiful upon the mountains, Sec.) St. Paul, Rom. x.15- 
applies this paffage to the firit preachers of the gofpel, by which tae 
kingdom of God was founded emong men. - - . P 

3 13 Bebsld, 


The humiliation and Sufferings of Chrit. CHAP. LIL. LIV. = The enlargement of the church. 


ee 


Before 11 @ Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from thence, CHAP. LIV. Before 


CHRIST 


CHRIST rouch no unclean hing; go ye out of the midft of her; 


be ye clean, that bear the velfels of the Lorn. 

12 For ye fhall not go out with hafte, nor go by 
flight: for the Lorn will go before you; and the God 
of Ifrael will de your reward. 

_ 13 4[ Behold, my fervant fhall deal prudently, he 
Shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. 

14 As many were aftonifhed at thee; his vifage was 
fo marred more than any man, and his form more than 
the fons of men: 

15 So fhall he fprinkle many nations; the kings 
Shall fhut their mouths at him: tor shat which had not 
been told them fha!l they fee; and ¢bat which they had 
not heard fhall they confider-. 

7 see oF of faith a beth th 
1 Lhe prophet complaining of wait of faith defcribeth the 
hy of Chri 31 ee the good fucce/s thereof: 

% R 7 HO hath believed our report? and to whom is 
the arm of*the Lorp revealed? ° ; 

2 For he fhall grow up before him asa tender plant, 
and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form. 
nor comelinefs ; and when we fhall fee him, ¢here is no 
beauty that we fhould defire him. ‘ 

3 He is defpifed and rejected of men ; a man of for- 
rows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were 
our faces from him; he was defpifed, and we efteemed 
him not. 

4. F Surely he hath bornc our griefs, and carried our 
forrows: yet we did efteem him ftricken, {mitten of 
God, and afflicted. . : 

5 But he was wounded for our tranfereffions, be was 
bruifed for our iniquities: the chaftifement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his ftripes we are healed. 

6 All we like fheep have gone aftray ; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lorp hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. - 

7 He was oppreffed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
flaughter, and as a fheep before her shearers is dumb, 
fo he openeth not his mouth, 

8 He was taken from prifon and from judgment : 
and who fhall declare his generation? for he was cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the tranfgreffion 
of my people was he ftrickén. 

And he made his grave with the wicked, 2nd with 


the rich in his death; becaufe he had done no violence, 


neither «was any deceit in his mouth. 
10 & Yet it pleafed the Lorp to bruife him ; he hath 
ut bia to grief: when thou fhalt make his foul an 
offering for fin, he fhall fee 4s feed, he fhall pralong 
bis days, and the pleafure of the Lorp fhall profper in 
his hand. 

11 He fhall fee of the travail of his foul, azd fhall 
be fatisfied : by his knowledge fhall my righteous fer- 
vant juftify many; for he fhall bear their iniquities. 

12 Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he fhall divide the fpoil with the ftrong; be- 
«aufe he hath poured out his foul unto death: and he 
was numbered with the tranfgreffors; and he bare the. 
fin of many, and made interceffion for the tranfgreffors, 





' 13 Bebold, my fervant, &c.] The Meffiah is here meant, who, 
touching his divinity, was the eternal Son of God; but with refpect 
to his human nature, he is confidered as a fervant, becaufe he took up- 
on him the form of a fervant, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the crofs. ’ 
General REFLECTtrONs on Chap. LI. LIT. 
From hence it may be remarked, that the followers of God, though 
perfecuted and defpifed by the world, are precious in his fight. 
This great love towards us fhould engage our praife and gratitude, 
excite us to obey the gofpel, and avoid the leaft appearance of evil. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. LIII. LIV. 

LUI. 1 Who bath believed our report, &c.] The prophet, by divine 
infpiration, laments that few of the Jews, comparatively, would accept 
the offers of falvation by the Meffiah. 

5 The chaftifement of our peace was upon dim, &c.] He was chaftifed 
for our reconciliation. 

10 The pleafure of the Lord foall profper in bis hand.} The redemp- 
tion of mankind is koth highly acceptable to Ged, and the effect of his’ 
good pleafure and free grace. , . 

No. 48, 





x The amplitude, 4 fafety, 6 deliverance, 11 edification, 
15 and prefervation of the Gentiles’ church. 
ING, O barren, thou #4. didft not bear; break, 
“kK forth into finging, and cry aloud, thou har didft 
Not travail with child: for more are the children of 
the defolate than the children of the married wife, faith 
the Lorp. 

2 Enlarge the place of thy tent, aud let them ftretch 

forth the curtains of thine habitations: {pare not, 
lengthen thy cords, and ftrengthen thy ftakes ; 
’ 3 For thou fhalt break forth on the right hand and 
on the left; and thy feed fhall inherit the Gentiles, and 
make the defolate cities to-be inhabited. ; 
* 4. & Fear not; for thou fhalt not be afhamed: nei- 
ther be thou confounded; for thou fhalt not be put to 
fhame: for thou fhalt forget the fhame of thy youth, 
and fhalt not remember the reproach of thy widowhood 
any more. 

5 For thy Maker zs thine hufband; the Lorp of 
hofts zs his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy One of 
Ifrael ; The God of the whole earth {hall he be called. ° 

6 For the Lorp hath called thee as a woman for- 
faken and grieved in fpirit, and a wife of youth, when. 


| thou waft refufed, faith thy God. 


7 ‘For a fmall moment have I forfaken thee ; but 


> with great mercies will I gather thee. 


-§ Ina little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 


{. moment; but with everlafting kindnefs will I have 


mercy on thee, faith the Lorp thy Redeemer. 

9 For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as 
I have fworn that the waters of Noah fhould no. more 
go over the earth; fo have I {worn that I would not be 
wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee. - 

10 For the mountains fhall depart, and the hills be 
removed ; but my kindnefs fhall not depart from thee, 
neither fhall the covenant of my peace be removed, 
faith the Lorn thar hath mercy on me. 

ir ¥ O thou afflicted, toffed with tempeft, and not 
comforted, behold, I will lay thy ftones with fair co~ 
lours, and Jay thy foundations with fapphires. 

12 And [will make thy windows ol aiich, and thy 
gates ofcarbuncles,andall thy borders of pleafant ftones. 

13 And all thy children fall de taught of the Lorp; 
and great /ball be the peace of thy children. . 

14 In righteoufnefs fhalt thou be eftablifhed : thou 
fhalt be far from oppreffion ; for thou fhalt not fear = 
and from terror ; for it fhall not come near thee. 

1s ¥ Behold, they fhall furely gather together, but 
not by me: whofoever fhall gathcr together againft thee 
fhall fall for thy fake. , 

16 Behold, I have created the fmith that bloweth 
the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an inftru- 
ment for his work; and I have created the wafter. to 
deftroy. : 7 

17 No weapon that is formed againft thee fhall prof-* 
per; and every tongue /hat fhall rife againft thee in 
judgment thou fhalt condemn. ‘Chis zs the heritage of 
the fervants of the Lorn, and their righteoufnefs zs of 
me, faith the Lorp. : 

CHAP. 





11 He foall fee of the travail of his foul, &c.] He fhall rejoice that 
his fufferings have ‘not been in vain, but effectual for the falvation of 


ys 
LIV. 3 For thou fealt break forth, &c.] This and the preceding 

verfes allude to the calling of the'Gentiles to embrace the goipel. 

7 For a fall moment, &c-] This primarily refers to the afflifted 
ftate of the Jews during the captivity; and, fecondly, is an encou- 
ragement to believers to rely ftedfaftly on the promifes of God, who 
after all their aflitions here, will at Iength return and blefs them as 
the Lord God of their everlafting falvation. 

Generar Rercecrions on Chap. LIII. LIv. 

. The expreftions herein contained plainly denote Chrift’s humiliation, 
the completenefs of his redemption, and his exaltation ; and the 
truth of thefe prediétions has appeared in the eftablithmens of the 
Chriftizn church, and in her prefervation in the midft of fo many 
dangers. This fhould prompt us to truft in God, and obey his-will, 
requefting of him the intire accomplifhment of all his glorious. prg~ 
miles. ; 


7F COMMENTARY, 


: , 
ree 


x 


An exhortation to holinefs of life. 


Before 
CHRIST 
Tide 








‘CHAP. LV. 
The prophet exhorteth to faith, 6 and to repentance. 8 
The happy /tate of believers. 


"YO, every one that thiriteth, come ye to the waters, 


and he that hath no money; come ye, buy, and | 


eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and 

without price. __ 

2 Wherefore do ye fpend money for that which is 
not bread ? and your labaur for that which fatisfieth 
not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your foul delight itfelfin fatnefs. 

Incline your ear, and comeunto me: hear, and your 
foul fhall live; and I will make an everlafting covenant 
with you, even the fure mercies of David. 

_ 4 Behold, I have given him for a witnefs to the peo- 

ple, a leader and commander to the people. 

5s Behold, thou halt call a nation that thou knoweft 
not, and nations ¢/at knew not thee fhallrun unto thee 
becaufe of the Lory thy God, and for the Holy One of 
\Ifrael; for he hath glorified thee. 

6 J Seek ye the Lorn while he may be found, call 
ye upon him while he is near: . 

7 Let the wicked forfake his way, and the unrigh- 
teous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lorn, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon. ; 

8 ¢ For my thoughts @re not your thoughts, neither 
are your ways my ways, faith the Lorn. 

_ g For as the heavens are higher than the earth, fo 

are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 

than your thoughts. : 

1o For as the rain cometh down, and the fnow from 
heaven; and returneth not thither, but watereth the 
earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may 
give feed to the fower, and bread to the eater: 

_11 So fhall my word be that goeth forth out of my 
mouth: it fhall not return unto me void, but it fhali 
accomplifh that which I pleafe, and it fhall profper a 
the thing whereto I fent it. / 

12 For he fhall go out with joy, and be led forth 
with peace: the mountains and the hills fhall break 
forth before you into finging, and all the trees of the 
ficld fhall clap their hands. 

_ 13 Inftead of the thorn fhall come up the fir tree, 

and inftead of the brier fhall come up the myrtle tree: 

and it fhall be to the Lono for a name, for an everlaft- 
ing fign that fhall not be.cut off. : 
CHAP. LVI. 

‘1 Anexhortation to holinefs of life: 3 God promifeth it fall 
be accepted without refpect of perfons. 9 The calamities 
of the church imputed to blind watchmen. 

“HUS faith the Lorp, Keep ye judgment, and 

do juftice: for my falvation zs near to come, and 
my righteoufnefs to be revealed. 

2 Bleffed zs the man that doeth this, and the fon of 
man thatlayeth holdonit; that keepeth the fabbath from 
polluting it, and keepeth his hand from doing any evil. 

3 4 Neither let the fon of the ftranger, that hath 
‘joined himfelf to the Lorn, fpeak, faying, The Lorp 
bath utterly feparated me from his people: neither let 
the eunuch fay, Behold, I ama dry tree. 

For thus faith the Lorn unto the eunuchs that 
keep my fabbaths, and choofe the things that pleafe 

ame, and take hold of my covenant ; , 


SS 


* “COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. LV. LVI. 


co LV. 1 Ho, every ane that thirfeth, &c.] Thisisa general invita- 
stian:to all, who -are defirous of the bleffings of falvation, to come to 
Chrift for them, in the ufe of the means prefcribed in the gofpel. 

3, The fure mercies of David.] The promifes made to David, in 
Chrift. ‘Che prophets often put David for Chrift, and very properly ; 
‘for ** David’’ fignifies, Beloved, and has a frequent allufion, both in 
ane Propet and pfalms, to the Meffiah, and in many parts of them 
*¢annot be underftood of an inferior perfon. 
EVI. 3 Neither det the fin of a frranger, &c.] God herchy de- 
‘clarés his acceptance of ftrangers through his Son, preparing thereby 
“away for the gofpel inftitution, when the partition wall -between Jew 
and Gentile was to be broken down, 


Peo eh Ame 


shar 


5 Even unto them will I give in mine houfe and 
within my walls a place and a name better than of fons 


and of daughters: 1 will give them an everlafting name, : 


that fhall not be cut off. 
6 Alfo the fons of the ftranger, that join themfelves 


The bleffednefs of the righteous in death. 


Betoce 
CHRIST. 
Fits 


to the Lorn, to ferve him, and to love the name of the- 


Lorn, to be his fervants, every one that keepeth the 
fabbath from polluting it, and taketh hold of my 
covenant ; 


.7 Even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and’ 


make them joyful in my houfe of prayer: their burnt 
offerings and their facrifices /hall Ze accepted upon 
mine altar; for *kine houfe fhall be called an houfe of 
prayer for all people. 

8 The Lorp God which gathereth the outcafts of 
Ifrael faith, Yet will I gather others to him, befide 
thofe that are gathered unto him. 

9] All ye beafts of the field, come to devour, 
all ye beafts in the forett. : 

1o His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, 
they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark: fleeping, 
lying down, loving to flumber. : 

it Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have 
enough, and they are fhepherds ¢hat cannot underfland: 
they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, 
from his quarter. 

12 Come ye, fay they, I will fetch wine, and we will 
fill ourfelves with flrong drink; and to morrow fhall be 
as this day, azd much more abundant. 

: C HAP. LVI. 
1 The blefed death of the righteous. 
proved for their idolatry. 


yeas 


13 Evangelical promifes. 


: i ‘HE righteous periiheth, and no man layeth 7¢ to | 


heart: and merciful men are taken away, none 


confidering that the righteous is taken away from the 


evil to come. 

2 He fhall enter into peace: they fhall reft in their 
beds, each one walking in his uprightneds. 

3 J But draw near hither, ye fons of the forcerefs, 
the feed of the adulterer and the whore. 

4 Againft whom do you {port yourfelves? againft 
whom make yea wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? 
are ye not children of tranfgreffion, a feed of falfehoud, 

5 Enflaming yourfelves with idols under every 
green tree, flaying the children in the valleys under the 
clifts of the rocks ? 

6 Among the {mooth /rones of the ftream 7s thy por- 
tion; they, they are thy lot: even to them haft thou 
poured a drink offering, thou hatt offered a meat offer- 
ing. Should I receive comfort in thefe ? 

7 Upon a lofty and high mountajn hait thou fet thy 
bed: even thither wenteit thou up to offer facrifice. 

8 Behind the doors alfo and the potts haft thou fet 
up thy remembrance: for thou haft dlif{covered shy/elf 
to another than me, and.art gone up; thou haft enlarged 
thy bed, and made thee a covenant with them, thou 
lovedit their bed where thou fawef it. 

9 And thou wenteft to the king with ointment, and 
didit increafe thy perfumes, and didft fend thy meflen- 
gers far off, and cidft debafe thyfelf even unto hell. 

10 Thou art wearied in the greatnets of thy way; 
yet faidit thou not, There is no hope: thou hatt found 
the life of thine hand; therefore thou watt not grieved. 

1z And of whom haift thou been afraid or aes 

chat 





Gesneran Reriecrrons on Chap. LV. LVI. 


The prophet here fpeaks of the efficacy of the word of God, and the 
intallibility of his promifes ; he alfo reproves the leaders of the Jews, 
whom he calls blind watchmen, dumb dogs, and gluttons, whicl 
fhould ferve as a warning to thofe who aét as paftors and leaders 
in his church, confidering the account that they mutt one day give. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. LVIT. LVHE 


LVII. 1 The righteous perifheth, &c.| As the wicked do not 
value good perfons while living, fo they Yo not lament the lofs’ of 
them at their death; not refleéting how fore a judgment it is to be 
deprived of fuch in times of danger and diitrefs, when the judgments 
of an offended God are impending over their guilty heads, ready to 
crush them, : : 

ig f 


3 The Jews re~-° 


638. 


. a = 7 
‘ Acounter/eit andatrue faft defcribed. 


Before 
CHRIST 
698 





that thou haft lied, and’ haft not remembered mie, nor 
laid it tothy heart? have not I held my peace even of 
old, and thou feareft me not? : 

12 I will declare thy righteoufnefs, and thy works; 
for they fhall not profit thee. ae 

13 & When thou crieft, let thy companies deliver 
thee ; but the wind fhall carry them all away 3 vanity 
fhall take them: but he that putteth his truftin me fhall 
poffefs the land, and fhall inherit my holy mountain; 

14 And fhall fay, Caft ye up, caft ye up, prepare 
the way, take up the ftumbling block out of the way 
of my people. 7 

15 For thus faith the high and lofty One that inha- 
biteth eternity, whofe name 7s Holy; I dwell in the 
high and holy place, with him alfo that és of a contrite 
and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the humble, 
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 

16 For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be 
always wroth: for the fpirit fhould fail before me, and 
the fouls which | have made. ; 

17 For the iniquity of his covetoufnefs was I wroth, 
and {mote him: I hid me, and was wroth, and he went 
on frowardly in the way of his heart. 

18 I have feen his ways, arid will heal him: I will 
lead him alfo, and reftore comforts unto him and to his 
mourners. 

19 I create the fruit of the lips; Peace, peace to him 
that is far of, and to Aim that ts near, faith the Lorp; 
and J will heal him. 

20 But the wicked gre like the troubled fea, when it 
cannot reft, whofe waters caft up mire and dirt. 

21 There is no peace, faith my God, to the wicked. 

CHAP. LVIL . 
1 Hypocrify reproved. 8 Promifes due unto godlinefs. 
RY aloud, fpare -not, lift up thy voige like a 
trumpet, and fhew my people their tran{greffion, 


- and the houfe of Jacob their fins. 


2 Yetthey feek me daily, and delight to know my 
ways, as anation that did righteoufnefs, and forfook 
not the ordinance of their’ God: they afk of me the 
ordinances of juftice; they take delight in approach- 
ing to God. 

3 Wherefore have we fafted, fay they, and thou feeft 
not? wherefore have we afflicted our foul, and thou 
takeft no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your 
faft ye find pleafure, and exact all your labours. 

4 Behold, ye fatt for ftrife and debate, and to fmite 
with the fit ot wickecnefs: ye fhall not faft as ye do this 
day, to make your voicc to be heard on high. | 

5 Is it fuch a faft that I have chofen? a day for a 
man to afflict his foul! 7s 7# to bow down his head as a 
bulrufh, and to fpread fackcloth and afhes under him? 
wilt thou call this a faft, and an acceptable day to the 
Lorp? 

6 Is not this the faft that I have chofen? to loofe 
the bands of wickednefs, to undo the heavy burdens, 
and to let the oppreffed go free, and that ye break every 

oke? 
: 7 7s it not todeal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
thou bring the poor that are caft out of thy houfe? 
when thou fceeft the naked, that thou cover him; and 
that thou hide not thyfelf from thine own flefh? 

8 G Then fhall thy ight break forth as the morning, 
and thine health thall {pring forth fpeedily: and thy 
righteoufnefs fhall go before thee; the glory of the 
Logo fhall be thy reward. 

9 Then fhalt thou cail, and the Lorn fhall anfwer; 
thou fhaJe cry, and he fhall fay, Herel am. If thou 
take away from the midit of thee the yoke, the putting 
forth of the finger, and {peaking vanity ; 





19 I create the fruit of the lips, &c.] I give them frefh occafion for 


rane, 6 3 
= LVUI. 9 The putting forth of the finger, &.] Any act of con= 
tumacy, infolence, or contempt. Bin ta ee é 
13 Lf thon turn away thy foot, &c.] If thou refrain from all fervile 
work on the fabbath-day. j ; 5 . 
14 Lawill cause thee to ride upon the high places, &c.] Twill exalt 
thee above the neighbouring nations. oe 















CHAP. LVIII. LIX. The calamities of the Fews owing to fit» 


1o And if thou draw out thy foul to the hungry, Betore 
and fatisfy the aflli€ted foul ; then thal thy light rife “233° 


in obfcurity, and thy darknefs be as the noon day: © 

11 And the Lorp fhall guide thee continually, and 
fatisfy thy foul in drought, and make fat thy bones: 
and thou fhalt be like a watered garden, and like a 
{pring of water, whofe waters fail not. 

12 And they that fhall be of thee fhall build the old 
wafte places: thou fhalt raife up the foundations of 
many generations; and thou fhalt be called, The re- 
pairer of the breach, The reftorer of paths to dwell in. 

13 ¥ If thou turn away thy foot from the fabbath, 
Jrom doing thy pleafure on my holy day; and call the 
fabbath a delight, the holy of the Lorp, honourable; 
and fhalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thineown pleafure,nor fpeaking thineown words: 

14 Then fhalt thou delight thyfelf in the Lorn; 
and I will caufe thee to ride upon the high places of the 


earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy fa- 


ther: for the mouth of the Lorp-hath fpoken it. 
CHAP. LIX. . 
1 The nature of fin. 3 The Fewsfin. 9 Calamity for fin. 

16 Salvation is of God. 20 The Redeemer’s covenant. 

EHOLD, the Lorn’s hand is not fhortened, that 
it cannot fave; neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear: 

2 But your iniquities have feparated between you 
and your God, and your fins have hid dis face from 
you, that he will not hear. 

3 For your hands are defiled with blood, and your 
fingers with iniquity ; your lips have fpoken lies, your 
tongue hath muttered pervertenefs. 

4 None calleth for jultice, nor ey pleadeth for truth: 
they truft in vanity, and fpeak lies; they conceive mif- 
chief, and bring forth iniquity. : 

5 They hatch cockatrice’ egys, and weave the fpider’s 
web: he that eateth of their eggs dieth, and that which 
is crufhed breaketh out into a viper. 

6 Their webs fhall not become garments, neither 
fhall they cover themfelves with their works: their 
works are works of iniquity, and the aét of violence is 
in their hands. ; 

7 Their feet run to evil, and they make hafte to fhed 
innocent blood : their thoughts are thoughts of iniqui- 
ty; wafting and deftruction are in their paths. 

8 The way of peace they know not; and ¢4ere is nd 
judgment in their goings: they have made them craok- 
ed paths: whofoever goeth therein fhall not know peace. 

g Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth 
juttice overtake us: we wait for light, but behold ob- 
{curity ; for brightnefs, duf we walk in darknefs. 

10 We grope for the wall like the blind, and we 
grope as if we sad no eyes: we {tumble at noon day as 
in the night; we ere in defolate places as dead men. 

11 Weroar all like bears, and mourn fore like doves: 
we look for judgment, but t4ere is none; for falvation, 
but it is far off from us. ~ 

12 For our tranfgreflions are multiplied before thee, 
and our fins teftify againft us: for our tranfgreflions are 
with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them; 

13 In tranfgrefling and lying againft the Lorp, and 
departing away from our God, {peaking oppreffion and 
revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart words 
of falfehood. 

14 And judgment is turned away backward, and 
juftice ftandeth afar off: for truth is fallen in the ftreet, 
and equity cannot enter. - 

1g Yea, truth faileth; and he /4at departeth from 
evil maketh himfelf a prey: and the Lorp faw 7f, and 
it difpleafed him that sere was no judgment. 

16 J And 

RS RS TS 

Generau Reriecrions on Chap. LVI. LVIIE 

We niay refle@ from hence, that the death of the- righteous is fome- 
~ times followed with many calamities. Here we are likewife taught, 
’ that the true wav of filing is, to afflict ourielves by tree repentance 
in the fight of Gud, to de jafly, love mercy, and walk hainbly - 
rey COMMENTARY 


The covenant of the Redeemer. 


Before 


16 J And he faw that ‘here was no man, and won- JI 


CHRIST dered that there was no interceffor : therefore his arm 


brought falvation unto him ; and his righteoufnefs, it 
fuftained him. 

17 For he put on rightcoufnefs as a breaftplate, and 
an helmet of falvation upon his head, and he put on 
the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad 
with zeal as a cloke. 

18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will re- 
pay, fury to his adverfaries, recompence to his enemies ; 
to the iflands he will repay recompence. 

19 So fhall they fear the name of the Loup from the 
weft, and his glory from the rifing of the fun, When 
the enemy fhall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lorn fhall lift up a ftandard againft him. 

20 { And the Redeemer fhall come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from tranfgreffion in Jacob, faith 
the Lorn. 

21 As for me, this ¢s my covenant with them, faith 
the Lorn; My fpirit that 7s upon thee, and my words 
which I have put in thy mouth, fhall not depart out of 
thy mouth, nor out of the mouth of thy’ feed, nor out 
of the mouth of thy feed’s feed, faith the Lorp, from 
henceforth and for ever. 

‘ CHAP. LX. 
1 The glorious accefs of the Gentiles into the church. %5 
The bleffings of the church after affuttion. 

RISE, fhine ; for thy light is come, and the glory 

of the Lorp is rifen. upon thee. 

2 For, behold, the darknefs fhall cover the earth, 
and grofs darknefs the people: but the Lorn fhallarife 
upon thee, and his glory fhall be feen upon thee. 

3 And the Gentiles fhall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightnefs of thy rifing. 

4. Lift up thine eyes round about, and fee: all they 
gather themfelves together, they come to thee: thy fons 
fhall come from far, and thy daughters fhall be nurfed 
at /hy fide. 

Then thou fhalt fee, and flow together, and thine 
heart (hall fear, and be enlarged; becaufe the abun- 
dance of the fea fhall be converted unto thee, the 
forces of the Gentilcs fhall come unto thee. 

6 The multitude of camels fhall cover thee, the dro- 
medaries of Midian and Ephah; all they from Sheba 
fhall come: they fhall bring gold and incenfe ; and they 
thal] fhew forth the praifes of the Lorn. 

4 All the flocks of Kedar fhall be gathered together 
unto thee, the rams of Nebaioth fhall minifter unto 
thee: they fhall come up with acceptance on mine al- 
tar, and I will glorify the houfe of my glory. 

8 Who are thefe that fly asa cloud, and as the doves 
to their windows ? 

Surely the ifles fhall wait for me, and the fhips of 


. Yarfhith firft, to bring thy fons from far, their filver 


and their gold with them, unto the name of the Lorp 
thy God, and to the Holy One of Hfrael, becaufe he 
hath glorified thee. 


a err TP 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. LIX. LX. 


LIX. 16,17 And he faw, &c.| Thefe words refer to the glorious 
work of redemption by the Lord Jefus Chrift ; by the fall, all mankind 
were ina moft wretched ftate; they had forfaken the God of their mer- 
cies, and had not Chrift ftood in the gap, and redecmed them, they 
muit have been affigned to everlafting torments. 

21 This is my covenant with them, &c.] This covenant, made with 
she Redeemer in behalf of fallen man, is here ratified and confirmed by 
an unalterable promife, that nothing can fruftrate or fet afide ; nay, it 
will thine with diftinguifhed glory for ever inheaven.  - 

LX. 1 rife, fine 3 for thy light is come, &c.| Here are de- 
feribed Chriit’s appearance in a benighted world, and the glories of 
jis kingdom, which began upon the firft publication of the gofpel, but 
will not be completed till the fullnefs of the Jews and Gentiles are 
brought in. 

z Darknefs, &c.| 
in particular. 

_ 8 Who are thefe that fy, &c.| By “ doves,” here, is meant the 
Gentile world; afd by « windows,” the divine favour, which was to 
fcreen finners from the wrath due to their fins. 

19, 20 Tbe fin feall be no sore thy light, &c.] The favour of 
the Almighty, and the light of his courttenance, fhall give thee a 


Ignorance, of the world in general, and the Jews 


ISAIAH. 


my wrath 1 fmote thee, but in my favour have J had 
mercy on thee. 

11 Therefore thy gates fhall be open continually; 
they fhall not be fhut day nor night; that mex may 
bring unto thee the forces of the Gentiles, and that 
their kings may be brought. 

32 For the nation and kingdom that will not ferve 
thee fhall perifh; yea, ibs/e nations fhall be utterly 
wafted. 

13 The glory of Lebanon fhall come unto thee, the 
fir tree, the pine tree, and the box together, to beautify 
the place of my fanctuary ; and I will make the place 
of my feet glorious. 

14 The fons alfo of them that afflicted thee, fhall 
come bending unto thee; and all they that defpifed 
thee fhall bow themfelves down at the foles of thy feet ; 
and they fhall call thee, The city of the Lorp, The 
Zion of the Holy One of Ifrael. ° 

15 ¥§ Whereas thou haft been forfaken and hated, 
fo that no man went through shee, I will make thee 
an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations, 

16 Thou fhalt alfo fuck the milk of the Gentiles 
and fhalt fuck the breaft.of kings: and thou fhalt 
know that I the Lorp am thy Saviour and thy Re- 
deemer, the mighty one of Jacob. 

17 For brafs I will bring gold, and for iron I will 
bring filver, and for wood brafs, and for ftones iron: 
I will alfo make thy officers peace, and thine exactors 
righteoufnefs. ; 

18 Violence fhall no more be heard in thy land, 
wafting nor deftruction within thy borders ; but thou 
fhalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praife. 

19 The fun fhall be no more thy light by day ;_nei- 
ther for brightnefs fhall the moon give light unto thee: 
but the Lorp fhall be unto thee an everlafting light, 
and thy God thy glory. 

20 Thy fun fhall no more go down; neither fhall 
thy moon withdraw itfelf: for the Lorn fhall be thine 
everlafting light, and the days of thy mourning fhall 
be ended. 

21 Thy people alfo fall de all righteous: they fhall 
inherit the land for ever, the branch of my planting, 
the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. 

22 Alittle one fhall become a thoufand, and a {mall 
one a ftrong nation: I the Lorp will haften it in his 


time. ; 
CHAP. LXE 
1 The office of Chrifl. 4. The reftoration and bleffedue/s of 
the church. 

Te Spirit of the Lord God is upon me; becaufe 
the Lorp hath anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he hath fent me to bind up the broken. 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the 

opening of the prifon to them that are bound ; 
2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lorn, 
and 





greater luftre than the light of the fun and moon. See Rev, xxi. 23. 

and xxii. 3. : : 

21 Thy people forall be all righteous, &c.] This charaéter belongs 
only to the New Jerufalem ; for in this imperfect ftate of the church, 
the chaff and tares will always be mixed with the wheat, till they are 
feparated by the great judge of quick and dead. * ‘ 

Generat Rervrections on Chap. LIX. LX. 

Thefe chapters hold forth to us the dreadful confequences of fin, and 
the ufe of fufferings to the righteous; alfo, the great goodnefs, in 
fending a Redeemer to his people, who fhould be converted from 
their fins; and the glorious ftate of the church when the kingdom 
of God fhall be fully manifefted, and the happinefs of the redeemed 
confummated. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. LXI. LXI. 

LXI. x Lhe Spirit of the Lard is upon me.| This means the defcent 
of the Holy Ghoft on our bleffed Saviour, conferring on him the great 
offices of king, prieft, and prophet. : 

To preach good tidings unto the meck.] ‘The feventy tranflaters render 
it, ‘To preach the gofpel to the poor, the humble and poor in {pirit ; 
agreeable to St. Matthew and St. Luke. 

To bind up the broken-bearted, &c.| To give eafe to thofe who are 
weary with the burden of their fins. : 

2 to 


The office of Chrift, 


ro And the fons of ftrangers fhall build up thy Before 
walls, and their kings fhall minifter unto thee: for in CHRIST 


The prophet's zeal for the church, CHAP, LXII, LXIIT, Chrift fheweth his power to fave, Be, 
and till fe Pee 
698. 


7 And give him noreft, till he eftablith, 


Before and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all 
make Jerufalem a praife in the earth. : 


CARIST hat mourn ; 


3 To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give 
unto them beauty for afhes, the oilof joy for mourning, 
the garment of praife for the {pirit of heavinefs ; that 
they might be called trees of righteoufnefs, the plant- 
ing of the Loan, that he might be glorified. 

4 Q And they thal! build the old waftes, they fhall 
raife up the former defolations, and they fhall repair 
the wafte cities, the defolations of many generations. 

5 And ftrangers fhall ftand and feed your flocks, and 
the fons of the alien /Zal/ 6e your plowmen and your 
vinedreffers. 

6 Bur ye fhall be named the Priefts of the Larp: 
men fhall call you the Minifters of our God: ye fhall 
eat the riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory fhall 
ye boaft yourfelves. 

7 For your fhame ye /ball bave double ; and for con- 
fufion they fhall rejoice in their portion: therefore in 
their land they fhall poffefs the dauble: everlafting joy 
fhall be unto them, 

8 For I the Lorp love judgment, I hate robbery 
for burnt offering ; and I will direct their work in 
truth, and I will make an everlafting covenant with 
them. i 

g And their feed fhall be known among the Gentiles, 
2nd their offspring among the people: all that {ee 
t: m fhall acknowledge them, that they are the feed 
ge.» the Lorn hath bleffed. 

will greatly rejoice in the Lorp, my foul fhall 
be 1in my God; forhe hath clothed me with the 
fc .tcets of falvation, he hath covered me with the 
1 .cf rightcoufnefs, as a bridegroom decketh bim/felf 
with ornaments, and as a bride adorneth berfelf with 
her jewels. 

ti For as the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as 
the garden caufeth the things that are fown in it to 
{pring forth ; fothc Lord Gop will caufe righteoufnefs 
and praife to fpring forth before all the nations. 


CHAP. LXI. 

1 The prophet's defire to confirm the church in God's promifes. 
5 The minifters office in preaching the gofpel, £0 and pre- 
paring the people thereto, 

OR Zion’s fake will I not hold my peace, and for 

Jerufalem’s fake I will not reft, until the righteouf- 
neis thereof go forth as brightnefs, and the falvation 
thereof as a-lamp ¢ha/ burneth, 

2 And the Gentiles fhall fee thy righteoufnefs, and 
all kings thy glory: and thou fhalt be called by a new 
name, which the mouth of the Lorp fhall name. 

Thou fhalt alfo be a crown of glory in the hand 
of the Lorp, and a royal diadem in the. hand of thy 
God. 
Thou fhalt no more be termed Forfaken ; neither 
fhall thy land any more be termed Defolate : but thou 
fhalt be called Hephzi-bah, and thy land Beluah : for 
the Lorp delighteth in thee, and thy land fhall be mar- 
ried. 

g For as a young man marricth avirgin, /o fhall thy 

fons marry thee : and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over 

the bride, /o fhall thy God rejoice over thee. 

6 @ Lhave fet watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerufa- 
Jem, which fhall never hold their peace day nor night ; 
yc that make mention of the Lorn, keep not filence, 


10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, &c,] The church is here intro- 

duced as praifing God for the honour he had conferred on her, and 

bpautifully defcribes the furniture of a renewed and: heavenly mind. 
LXII, 5 So foal thy fons marry thee, &c.} The learned and inge- 

nious Dr. South reads, Thy builder and reftorer. . 

11 Thy falvation, &c.] It would be better rendered, Thy Saviour. 
Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. LXI. LXIil. 

We are here fhewn the excellence’ of God’s covenant in behalf of man- 
kind, or the happinefs they fhoutd enjoy ; we’ are therefore bound 
to blefs God, that he has made us fee the accomplifhment of his 
promifes, and to make fuitable returns: for his-goodnefs; in callin, 
us to be members of his church, which is his people, his fpoufe, and’ 


the place where his mercy dwells, 
No, 49+ 


8 The Loro hath fi.orn by his right hand, and by: 
the arm of his {trength, Surely I will no more give thy 
corn /o ée meat for thine enemies ; and the fons of the 
ftranger fhall not drink thy wine, for the which thoy 
haft laboured : 

9 But they that have gathered it fhall eat ‘it, and 
praife the Lorn; and they that have brought it toge- 
ther fhall drink it inthe courts of my holinefs. 

10 § Go through, go through the gates; prepare ye 
the way of the people; caft up, caftup the highway ; 
gather out the ftones ; lift up a ftandard for the people. 

11 Behold, the Lorp hath proclaimed unto the end 
of the world, Say ye to the daughter of Zion, Behold, 
thy falvation cometh ; behold his reward és with him, 
and his work before him. 

12 And they fhall call them, The holy people, The 
redeemed of the Lorp: and thau fhalt be called, 
Sought out, A-city not forfaken. 

CHAP. LXI, : 

1 Who Chrift is, 2 what bis viffory, 7, 10 and mercy ares 
15 The churches prayer and profeffion. 
Wye zs this that cometh from Edom, with dyed 

. garments from Bozrah? this /bat is glorious in 
his apparel, travelling in the greatnefs of his ftrength?2 
I that {peak in righteoufnefs, mighty ta fave. 

2 Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel, and thy 
garments like him that treadethi in the winefat ? 

3 Ihave trodden the wineprefs alone; and of the 
people there was none with me: for I will tread them 
in mine anger, and trample thera in my fury ; and 
their blood fhall be fprinkled upon my garments, and 
I will ftain all my raiment, 

4 For the day of vengeance zs in mine heart, and the 
year of my redeemed is come. . 

5 And I looked, and shere was none ta help; and I 
wondered that there was none to uphold: therefore 
minéownarmbrought falvation unto me ;and my fury, 
it upheld me. i 

6 And I will tread down the people in mine anger, 
and make them drunk in my fury, and [ will bring 
down their ftrength to thé earth. 

71 will mention the lovingkindneffes af the Lorn, 
and the praifes of the Lorp, according to all that the 
Lorp hath beftowed on us, and the great goodnefs to- 
ward the houfe of Ifrael, which he hath beltowed on 
them according to their mercies, and according to the 
multitude of his lovingkindneffes. 

8 For he faid, Surely they are my people, children 
that will not lie: fo he was their Savjour, 

g In all their affliction he was afflicted, and the an- 
gel of his prefence faved them: in his love and in his 
pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and car- 
ried them all tive days of old. 

10 But chey rebelled, and vexed his haly fpirit: 
therefore he wasturned to be their enemy, and he faught 
againft them, 

41 Then he remembered the days of old, Mofes, 
and his people, /aying, Where is he that brought them 
up out of the fea with the fhepherd of his flock ? where 
is he that put his holy Spirit within him? 

12 That led them by the right hand of Mofes with 
his glorious arm, dividing the water before them, to 
make himfelf an everlafting name? 

13 That 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. LXIII. 


1 Ghrious in bis apparel.] Like a general marching in triumph at 

the head of his army, and carrying the tokens of his viétory on his 
‘ment. 

I that fpeak in righteoufne/s migh 
now come to fulfill all my promifes, an 
enemies. Boas 

3 J bave trodden the wintpreft alone, &¢.) This ime 
Chrift bore the weight of the divine vengeance due to the 
of Adam, withbut hnnian affiftance. 


7G 


ty to fave.] Chrift anfwers, Iva 
“f d deliver you from your fpirisoal 


} This image denotes, that 


16: Digby? 


fallen rq0s. 


A prayer for God’s returning mercy. 


Before 


13 That led them through the deep, as an horfe in 


CHRIST he wildernefs, shat they fhould not ftumble ? 


698. 


14 Asa beaft goeth down into the valley, the Spirit 
of the Lorp caufed him to reft: fo didft thou lead thy 
people, to make thyfelfa glorious name. 

15 ¢ Look down from heaven, and behold from the 
habitation of thy holinefs and of thy glory: where is 
thy zeal and thy ftrength, the founding of thy bowels, 
and of thy mercies toward me? are they reftrained ? 

16 Doubtlefs thou art our father, though Abraham 
be ignorant of us; and Ifrael acknowledge us not: thou, 
O Lorp, art our father, our redeemer ; thy name zs 
from everlafting. ~ 

17 O Lorn, why haft thou made us to err from thy 


“ways, and hardened our heart from thy fear? Return 


for thy fervants’ fake, the tribes of thine inheritance. 
18 The people of thy holinefs have poffcffed is but 

a little while: our adverfaries have trodden down thy 

fanctuary. 

19 Weare thine: thou never bareft rule over them; 
they were not called by thy name. 

CHAP. LXIV. 

I The church prayeth God to fhew bimfelf with power. 
4 She ackuowledgeth God's mercy, and confeffeth ber own 
unwortbine/s. - 9 She pleadeth for compaffion. 

H that thou wouldeft rend the heavens, that thou 
wouldeft come down, that the mountains might 
flow down at thy prefence, 

2 As when the melting fire burneth, the fire caufeth 
the waters to boil, to make thy name known tothine ad- 
verfaries, ¢hat the nations may tremble at thy prefence! 

3 When thou didft terrible things which we looked 
not for, thou came{t down, the mountains flowed 
down at thy prefence. 

4 4 For fince the beginning of the world men have 
not heard, nor perceived by the car, neither hath the 


eye feen, O God, befide thee, what he hath prepared 


for him that waiteth for him. 


5 Thou meeteft himthat rejoiceth and worketh righ-. 


teoufnefs, /hofe that remember thee in thy ways: behold, 
thou art wroth; for we have finned : in thofe is conti- 
nuance, and we fhall be faved. 

6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our 
righteoufneffes are as filthy rags; and weall do fade as 
aleaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 
us away. 

7 And ‘here is none that calleth upon thy name, that 
ftirreth up himfelf to take hold of thee: for thou haft 
hid thy face from us, and haft confumed us becaufe of 
our iniquities. 

8 But now, O Lorp, thou art our father 3 we cre 
the clay, and thouour potter; and weall are the work 
of thy hand. 

9 | Be not wroth very fore, O Lorp, neither re- 
member iniquity for ever: behold, fee, we befeech thee, 
We are all thy people. 

10 Thy holy cities area wildernefs, Zion is a wilder- 
nefs, Jerufalem a defolation. 

tr Ourholy and our beautiful houfe, where our fa- 
thers praifed thee, is burned up with fire: and all our 
pleafant things are laid wafte. 

12 Wilt thou refrain thyfelf for thefe things, O Lorp? 
wilt thou hold thy peace, and afflict us very fore? 


16 Doubtle/s thou art our father, &c.} Though Abraham fhould dif 
regard us, yet we will look upon thee as our heavenly father, and as 
the Lord aur God. 

Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. LXIII. 
Let. us here adore the divine wifdom, which has, by a variety of 

‘beautiful types and figures, pointed ont to us the glories of our 

Redeemer, who, by his ative and paffive obedience, has recon- 

ciled Ginners to an offended God, and made them heirs ofeverlafting 

glory. 
COMMENTARY anp 
“a O chat thou wouldef? rend the heavens, 


NOTES on CHAP. LxIVv, 
&c.] The prophet defires 


God would declare his love towards his church by miracles, and mighty 


powers, as he did on mount Sinai. 

Thou mecteft bim that rejoiceth, &c.] "Thou preventeft with the 
bleffings ~of thy goodnefs, thofe who take pk(ure in the ways of thy 
commandments, and live under a continual fenfe of thy bounty, 

I ; 


TSAIA HE. 





CHAP. LXV. 
1 The calling of the Gentiles, and the rejection of the 
17 The bleffed fate of the new Ferufalen. 
Am fought of them that afked not for me; lam found 
T of them that fought me not: 1 faid, Behold me, be- 
hoid me, unto a nation shat wasnotcalled by my name. 

2 J have fpread out my hands all the day unto are- 
bellious people, which walketh ina Way that was not 
good, after their own thought ; ‘ 

3 A people that provoketh me to anger continually 
to my face; trat facrificeth in gardens, and burneth 
incenfe upon altars of brick 3 

4 Which remain among the graves, and lodge inthe 
monuments, which cat fwine’s flefh, and broth of abo- 
minable :bings is m their veffels ; 

5 Which fay, Stand by thyfelf, come not near me : 
for Iam hojier than thou. ‘Thefe are a fmoke in my 
nofe, a fire that burneth all che day. 

6 Behold, zt +s written before me: I will not Keep 
fitence, bur will recompenfe, even recompenfe into 
their bofom. 

7 Your iniquities, and the iniquities of your fathers 
together, faith the Lorn, which have burned incenfe 
upon the mountains, and blafphemed me upon the 
hills: theretore will I meafure their former work into 
their bofom. 

8 ¢ Thus faith the Lorn, Asthe new wine is found 
in the clufler, and ove faith, Deftroy it not; for a 
bleffing is in it: fo will I do for iny fervants’ fakes, 
thac I may not dettroy them all. * 

9 And I will bring forth a feed out of Jacob, and. 
out of Judah an inheritor of my mountains: and mine 


‘elect fhall inherit it, and my fervants fhall dwell there. 


10 And Sharon fhall be a fold of flocks, and the val- 
Icy of Achor a place for the herds to lie down in, for 
my people that have fought me. ; 

11 But ye are they that forfake the Lorn, that forget 
my holy mountain, and prepare a table for that troop, 
and that furnifh the drink offering unto that number. 

12 Thereiore will I number you to the {word, and 
ye fhall all bow down tothe flaughter : becaufe when 
I called, ye did not anfwer; when ] {pake, ye did nor 
hear; but did evil before mine eyes, and did choofe 
that wherein I delighted not. 

13 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop, Behold, my 
fervants fhall eat, but ye fhall be hungry: behold, my 
fervants fhall drink, but ye fhall be thirfty : behold, my 
fervants fhall rejoice, but ye thall be afhamed: 

14. Behold, my fervants thall fing for joy of heart, 
but ye fhall cry for forrow of heart, and fhall how] for 
vexation of fpirit. 

15 And ye fhall leave your name for a curfe unto 
my chofen: for the Lord Gop fhall flay thee, and call 
his fervants by another name: ‘ 

16 That he who bleffeth himfelf in the earth thall 
blefs himfelf in the God of truth; and hethat {weare 
eth in the earth fhall fwear bythe God of truth ; becaufe 
the former troubles are forgotten, and becaufe they are 
hid from mine eyes, 

17 {| For, behold, I create new heavens and a new 
earth: and the former fhall not be remembered, nor 
come into mind, 

18 Burt 


Le ep re 


Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. LXIV. 
Maiah’s prayer, that God would, for the fake of his covenant, pity his 
people, and manifeft his power towards their enemies, fhould excite 
us likewife to offer up our requefts to God with deep humility, and 
under a fincere acknowledgement of our unworthinefs, and place all 
our hopes in his mercy. 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. LXV. LXVI. 


LXV. 3 Lam fought of them that afked not for me.] Xt fhould be 
rendered, I am found of them that afked not for me. 

Ifaid, Bebold me.] That is, I manifefted myfelf unto the Gentiles. 

17 For, bebold, I create new heavens, &c.] ; This alludes to the glo- 
rious ftate of the gofpel difpenfation, difpelling the darknefs of the 
mind, and therefore fisly compared by the prophet to a total renovation 
of nature. 2 


25 Duk 


The calling of the Gentiles, 


Before 


CHRIST 
J oes. 698. 





The gathering of all nations into it. 





The marvellous growth of the church. CHAP. LXVI. 
things? Shall the earth be made to bring forth in one Bee 


Before 18 But be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that which I 
day ? or fhall a nation be born at once? for as foon as~ Ga. 


CHRIST create: for, behold, I create Jernfalem a rejoicing, and 


her people a joy. 

19 And I will rejoice in Jerufalem, and joy in my 
people: and the voice of weeping {hall be no more 
heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 

20 There fhall be no more thence an infant of days, 
nor an old man that hath not filled his days: for the 


child fhall die an hundred years old ; but the finner Je-_ 


zag an hundred years old thall be accurfed. 

21 And they fhall build houfes and inhabit them; 
and they fhall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. 

22 They fhall not build, and another inhabit; they 
fhall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a 
tree are thedays of my people, and mine elect thal! long 
enjoy the work of their hands. 

23 They fhall not Jabour in vain, for bring forth for 
trouble; for they are the feed of the bleffed of the 
Lorp, and their offspring with them. 

24 And ic fhall come to pafs, that before they call, 
I will anfwer; and while they are yet fpeaking, I will 
hear. 

25 The wolf and the lamb fhall feed together, and 
the lion fhall eat ftraw like the bullock: and dutt /ball 
Ze the ferpent’s meat. ‘They fhall not hurt nor deftroy 
in all my holy mountain, faith the Lorp. 

CHAP. LXVI. 
1. God will be ferved. 5 The faithful comforted. 15 The 
judgments againft the wicked. 19 The Gentiles church. 

VHUS faith the Lory, The heaven 7s my throne, 

and the earth zs my footftool: where is the 
houfe that ye build unto me? and where 7s the place 
of my reft? 

2 For all thofe ¢hings bath mine hand made, and 
all thofe things have been, faith the Lozp: but to this 
man will | look, even to Aim that is poor and of a con- 
trite {pirit, and trembleth at my word. 

He that killeth an ox 7s as 7f he flew a man; he 
that facrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog’s neck : 
he that offereth anoblation, as fhe offered{wine’s blood, 
he that burneth incenfe, as ifhe blefled an idol. Yea, 
they have chofen theirown ways, and their foul delight- 
eth in their abominations. 

I alfo will choofe their delufions, and will bring 
their fears upon them ; becaufe when I called, none did 
anfwer; when I {pake, they did not hear: but they did 
evil before mine eyes, and chofe ¢hat in which I de- 
lighted not. 

5 4 Hear the word of the Lorp, ye that tremble at 
his word; Your brethren that hated you, that caft you 


* out for my name’s fake, faid, Let the Lorp be glori- 


fied: but he fhall appear to your joy, and they fhall be 
afhamed. 

6 A voice of noife from the city, a voice from the 
temple, a voice of the Lorn that rendereth recompence 
to his enemies. 

7 @ Before fhe travailed fhe brought forth; before her 
pain came, fhe was delivered of a man child. 

8 Who hath heard fuch a thing? who hath feen fuch 





25 Duft faall be the ferpent’s meat, &c.| The curfe pronounced upon 
the ferpent fhall be then fully accomplithed; Chrift having put all 
enemies under his feet, efpecially the devil,, who is the head of them. 

LXVI. 3 He that hilleth, &c.| Were God fignifieth his abhor- 
ae of all thofe prayers that are offered to him out of an hypocritical 

eart. ’ 
319 Tarfoifh, Pul, and Lud,—Tubal, and Favan, &c.] ‘Tarfhith de- 
notes the eaftern part, Pul and Lud the fouth, Tubal and Javan the 
north, and the ifles the weit. 

24. And they feall go forth, &c.] Thefe words are an illufion to 


Zion travailed, the brought forth her children, 

9 Shall I bring to the birth, and not caufe to bring 
forth? faith the Lorn: fhall I caufe to bring forth, 
and fhut the womb? faith thy God. © 

10 £ Rejoice ye with Jerufalem, and be glad with 
her, all ye that love her: rejoice for joy with her, all 
ye that mourn for her: 

11 That ye may fuck, and be fatisfied with the 
breatis of her confolations; that ye may milk out, and 
be delighted with the abundance of her glory. 

12 For thus faith the Lurp, Behold, 1 will extend 
peace to her like a river, and the glory of the Gentiles 
like a flowing ftream: then fhall ye fuck, ye fhall be 
borne upon 4er fides, and be dandled upon der knees. 

t3 As one whom his mother comforteth, fo will I 
comiort you: and ye fhall be comforted in Jerufalem. 

14 And when ye fee ¢4is, your heart fhall rejoice, and 
your bones fhall flourifh like an herb: and the hand 
of the Lokp fhall by i:..wn toward his fervants, and 
dis indignation towate! is en mies. 

15 | For, behold, tne Lorn will come with fire, 
and with his chariots like a whirlwind, to render his 
anger with fury, and his rebuke with flames of fire. 

16 For by fire and by his {word will the Lorp plead 
with all flefh: and the flain of the Lorp fhall be many. 

17 They that fanctify themfelves, and purify them- 
felves in the gardens behind one ¢ree in the midft, eat- 
ing fwine’s Hefh, and the abomination, and the moufe, 
fhall be confumed together, faith the Lorn. 

18 | For I know their works and their thoughts j 
it fhall come, that J will gather all nations and tongues: 
and they fhall come and fee my glory. 

rg And I will fet a fign among them, and I will fend 
thofe that efcape of them unto the nations, fo Tarfhifh, 
Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, fo Tubal, and Ja- 
van, zo the ifles afar off, that have not heard my fame, 
neither have feen my glory ; and they fhall declare my 
glory among the Gentiles. __ 

20 And they fhall bring all your brethren for an of~ 
fering unto the Lorp out of all nations upon horfes, 
and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and 
upon {wift beafts, tomy holy mountain Jerufalem, faith 
the Lorp, as the children of Ifrael bring an offering in 
a clean veffel into the houfe of the Loxrp. 

21 And I will alfo take of them for priefts and for 
Levites, faith the Lorp. 

22 For as the new heavens and the new earth, which 
I will make, fhall remain before me, faith the Lorp, fo 
fhall your feed and your name remain. 

23 And it fhall come to pafs, that from one new 
moon to another, and from one fabbath to another, 
fhall all flefh come to worfhip before me, faith the 
Lorn. 

24 And they fhall go forth, and look upon the car— 
cafes of the men that have tranfgreffed againft me: for 
their worm fhall not die, neither fhall their fire be 
quenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flefh. 





the refurreétion, when the redeemed of the Lord will look with wonder 
and aftonifhment on the judgments that God will inflict on thofe who 
rejected the offers of his grace and mercy. 


Generar REFirecrions on Chap. LXV. LXVI. 


We have in thefe chapters the awful diftinétion that will be made at the 
great day between the righteous and the wicked; the faithfulnefs and 
mercy of God towards us, in the renovation of our nature by the 
gofpel; and the dreadful vengeance that will fall upon the finally 
impenitent finer, 


id 








—Pr 


The Book of the Prophet JEREMIAH. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Jeremiah was of the facerdotal race, and called to the prophetic office when very young, in the thirteenth year of Fofiah, 
A. M: 4085, and continued in it forty years. He lived in very troublefome times, and fuffered many afflictions from 
his own ungrateful countrymen; he was left at Ferufalem among the remnant of the Jews, when Nebuchadnezzar 
carried many of their brethren to Babylon. In the year 4126 Ferufalem and the temple were burnt ; fome time after 
which, be was forcibly carried by his brethren into Egypt, and, being a prifoner with his difciple Baruch, it is fup- 
poled be died there in a very advanced age. The prophet with boldnefs expofes the fins of Fudah, reminds them 
of the judgments befatlen the ten tribes for the fame offences, paffionately laments them, and recommends a fpeedy 
reformation. Afterwards, he predicts the fewenty years captivity in Chaldea; as alfo their deliverance, and the 
deftruction of the enemies of the Fews. 


Fu ers 


tering of the gates of Jerufalem, and againft all the walls 
thereof round about, and againft all the cities of Judah. curiy 
16 And I will utter my judgments againft them 623. 
touching all their wickednefs, who have forfaken me, 
and have burned incenfe unto other gods, and wor- 
fhipped the works of their own hands. 
17 § Thou therefore gird up thy loins, and arife, and 


CHAP. IL 
The time, 4 and calling of Feremiah: 11 His vifton, 15 
and meflage againfi Fudah: 17 God encourageth him 
with promife of affifiance. 
Before T HE words of Jeremiah the fon of Hilkiah, of 


~ 


<r the priefts that were in Anathoth in the land 
29+ of Benjamin: 


2 To whom the word of the Lorp came in the days 
of Jofiah the fon of Amon king of Judah, ia the thir- 
teenth year of his reign. 

3 It came alfo in the days of Jehoiakim the fon of 
Jofiah king of Judah, unto the end of the eleventh year 
of Zedekiah the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, unto the 
carrying away of Jerufalem captive in the fifth month. 
: 49 Then the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
aying, 

y Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee ; 
and before thou cameft forth out of the womb I fanc- 
tified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet unto the 
nations. 

6 Then faid I, Ah, Lord God! behold, I cannot 
fpeak: for I am a_child. 

7 But the Lorp faid unto me, Say not, I ama child: 
for thou fhalt go to all that I fhall fend thee, and what- 
foever I command thee thon fhalt fpeak. 

8 Be not afraid of their faces: for 1 am with thee to 
deliver thee, faith the Lorp.' 

g. Then the Lorp put forth his hand, and touched 
my mouth. And the Lord faid unto me, Behold, I 
have put my words in thy mouth. 

10 See, I have this day fet thee over the nations and 
over the kingdoms, to root out, and to pull down, and 
to deftroy, and throw down, to build, and to plant. 

11 Y Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, Jeremiah, what feeft thon? And I faid, I 
fee a rod of an almond tree. 

12 Then faid the Lorp unto me, Thou haft well 
feen: for I will haften my word to perform it. 

13 And the word of the Lorp came unto me the fe- 
cond time, What feeft thou? And I faid, I fee a feeth- 
ing pot; and the face thereof is toward the north. 


14 Then the Lorn faid unto me, Out of the north. 


an evil fhall break forth upon all the inhabitants of the 
Jand. 

_ 15 For, lo, 1 will call all the families of the king- 
doms of the north, faith the, Lorn; and they fhall 
come, and they fhall fet every one-his throne at the en- 





Se ee 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on,GHAP., I. 
1 Anathoth, &c.] This was one of the cities belonging to the 
riefts. 
R 5 Before I formed thee, &c.} Jeremiah had no thoughts of being fent 
as a prophet to a rebellious people, till God acquainted him with his 
particular decree and purpofe for fo doing. 

11,12 T fee a rod of ax almond tree, &c.] This tree buds and 
bloffoms very early in the {pring ; and is therefore a proper emblem to 
denote God’s haftening the execution of the predi@ions he had made 
by his prophet, who lived to fee many of them fulfilled. 

14 Then the Lord, &c.] _Thefe words relate to the affitions which 
the people of Judah would fuffer from the Chaldeans, 





{peak unto them all that I command thee: be not dif- 
mayed at their faces, left I confound thee before them. 

18 For, behold, I have made thee this day a defenced 
city, and an iron pillar, and brafen walls againft the 
whole land, againtt the kings of Judah, againft the 
princes thereof, againft the priefts thereof, and againft 
the people of the land. 

19 And they fhall fight againft thee; but they fhall 
not prevail againft thee; for I am with thee, faith the 


Lorp, to deliver thee. 


CHAP. II, 

1 God reminding the Fews of his former kindnefs expoftu- 
lateth with them on their caufele[s and unexampled revolt. 
14 They are the authors of their own calamities. 

OREOVER the word of the Lorp came to me, 

M faying, 

2 Go and cry in the ears of Jerufalem, faying, Thus 
faith the Lorp; I remember thee, the kindnefs of thy 
youth, the love of thine efpoufals, when thou wenteit 
after me in the wildernefs, in a land that was not fown., 

Ifrael was holinefs unto the Lorp, and the firft- 
fruits of his increafe: all that devour him fhall offend; 
evil fhall come, upon them, faith the Logp. 

4 Hear ye the word of the Lorp, O houfe of Jacob, 
and all the families of the houfe of Ifrael : 

5 Thus faith the Lorp, What iniquity have your 
fathers found in me, that they are gone far from me, 
and have walked aftcr vanity, and are become vain? 

6 Neither faid they, Where zs the Lorn that brought 
us up out of the land of Egypt, that Jed us through 
the wildernefs, through a land of deferts and of pits, 
through a land of drought, and of the fhadow of death, 
through land that no man paffed through, and where 
no man dwelt? ‘ 

7. And I-brought you intoa plentiful country to eat 
the fruit thereof and the goodnefs thereof; but when ye 
entered, ye defiled my land; and made mine heritage 
an abomination. 

8. The prieits faid not, Where zs the Lorn? and they 
that handle the law knew me not: the paftors alfo 

tran{greffed 





Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. I, 


In Jeremiah’s call to the prophetic office, we are fhewn, that the mini- 
iters of the Lord are bound to obey the commands of God, and to 
declare his whole will without fearing men; and thar God, on his 
part, will fupport them, and afford the needful aid. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, II. ITT. 
II. 2 Lremember thee, &c.| JT remember my firft kindnefs to thee, 
when I delivered thee from the bondage of Egypt, and efponfed thee to 
m; felf, to be my own peculiar people. 
z 13 Hewed 





pesca noe 
Ifrael is fpoiled for her fins, - CHAP. IIL. - . and idolatrous, worflip. 


 Before_tranfgreffed apainit me, and the prophets prophefied by {jCeived no.correGtion; your own. {word hath.devoured Before - 
cHBIST Baal and watked after things that do aioe probe. |. your prophets, like S Aetinoy ee fin A =a 
> g Wherefore I will yet plead with you, faith the |! 31 O generation, fge, ye the word of the Lorn. °2%° 
Lorp, and with your children’s children will I plead. {| Have I been a wildernefg unta, Lfrael?. a Jand of dark- 
to For pafs over the ifles of Chittim, and fee; and },| nefs? wherefore fay my,people, We.are lords; we will 
fend unte Kedar, and confider diligently, and fee if }j| come.no more unfo,thee.? ae 
there be fuch a thing. ; 32 Can amaid forget her ornaments, or a bride her 
11 Hatha nation changed their gods, which are yet || attire?.yet my people have forgotten me days without 
no gods? but my people have changed their glory for || number. _ : 
that which doth not profit. ‘ : 33 Why trimmeft thou thy way to feek love? there~ 
12 Beaftonifhed, O ye heavens, at this, and be hor- }}. fore haft thou alfo. taught the wicked ongs thy ways. 
ribly afraid, be ye very defolate, faith the Lorn. : 34 AHo in thy fkirts is found the blood of the fouls 
13 For my people have committed two evils; they; [| of the poor innocents: I. have not found it by fecret 
have forfaken me the fountain of living waters, and 


if fearch, but. upon all thefe. 
hewed them out cifterns, broken cilterns, thatcan hold [if 35 G Yet thou,fayeft, Becayfe I am innocent, furely 
no water. 


{his anger fhall turn from me. Behold, I will plead 
14 9 Js Ifrael a fervant? is he a homeborn flave ? || with thee, -becapfe thon. fayeft, I have not finned. 

why is he fpoiled ? : ; 36 Why gaddeft thou, about fo much to change thy 
15 The young lions roared upon him, and yelled, 


[| way? thou alfo fhalc be afhamed of Egypt, as thou 
and they made his land wafte: his cities are burned || waft afhamed of Affyria. 
without inhabjtant. b 


37 Yea, thou fhalt go forth from him, and thine 
16 Alfo the children of Noph and Tahapanes have }} hands upon thine head: for the Lorp hath rejected 
sbroken the crown of thy head. 


thy confidences, and thou fhalt not profper in them. 
17 Haft thou not procured this unto thyfelf, in that 


CHAP. III. 
thou hait forfaken the Lorp thy God, when he led thee || 1 God’s mercy in. Fudah’s whoredom. 12 The promifes of 
by the way? , 


the gofpel to the penitent. 20 Ifrael’s confeffion of fins. 
18 { And now what haft thou to do in the way of 


HikyY fay, 1f a man pot away his wife, and fhe 
Egypt, to drink the waters of Sihor? or what haft 


go from him, and become another man’s, fhall he 
thou to do in the way of Affyria, to drink the waters }| return unto her again? fhall not that land be greatly 
of the river? 


polluted? but thou haft played the harlot with many 
‘19 Thine own wickednefs fhall correct thee, and thy . 


lovers: yct-return again to’me, faith the Lorp. 
backilidings fhall reprove thee: know therefore and fee 2 Lift up'thine eyes unto the high places, and fee 
that i is an evil thing and bitter, that thou haft forfakem [| where thou haft not been lien with. In the ways haft 
the Lorp thy God, and that my fear 7s not in thee, faith |} thou fat for them, as the Arabian in the wildernefs ; and 
the Lord Goo of hofts. 


thou haft polluted the land with thy whoredoms and 
20 For of old time I. have braken thy. yoke, avd [| with thy wickednefs. a 
burft thy bands; and thou faidft, I will not cranfgrefs; 3 Therefore the fhawers have been withholden, and 
when upon every high hill and under every green tree 
thou wandereft, playing the harlot. : 
28 YetI had planted thee a noble vine, wholly a 


there hath been no latter rain; and thou had& a whore’s 
forehead, thou refufedit to be afhamed.. . 
4 Wilt. thou not from this time cry unto me, My fa- 
right feed: how thenartthou turned into thedegenerate oe 
plant of a ftrange vine unto me? i 
22 For though thou wafh thee with nitre, and take 


ther, thou art the guide of my youth? i 
5 Will he referve dis anger for ever? will, he keep 
thee much fope, yet thine iniquity is marked before me, 
faith the Lord Gop. 


it to the end? BehoJd, thou haft fpoken and done evil 
23 How canft thou fay, I am not polluted, I have 


not gone after Baalim ? fee thy way in the valley, know 


things as thon couldeft. _ We ges ohada dhe, : 
64 The Loan faid alfo unto me.jn the days of 612 
what thou haft done: thou art a {wift dromedary tra- 
verfing her ways ; 


ofiah the king, Haft thou f€en zhat which backflid- 
ing Ifrael hath done? .fhe is gone up uppn. every. high 
mountain and under eyery green tree, and.there hath 

24 #. wild afs ufed to the wildernefs, that fnuffeth 
up the wind at her pleafure; in her occafion who car 
turn her away ? all they that feek her will not weary 


played.the harlot. sihee frais at Syl Sa soe sens 
7 And I faid after fhe had done all thefe things, 
Turn thou unto me., But fhe returned not.’ And her 
treacherous fifter Judah faw it. 
themfelves ; in her month they fhall find:her. —. A 
25 Withhold thy foot from being unfhod,;|and thy 
throat:from thirft:. but thou faidft; There is no hope: 
no; for I have loved ftrangers, and after them, will Igo. 
26 As the thief is afhamed when he is. found, fo is 


8 And | faw, when for all the caufes whereby back- 
fliding Ifrael committed adultery I had/put her away, 

the ‘houfe of Ifrael afhamed ; they, their kings, their 

princes, and their priefts, and their prophets, | 


and giyen her a bill of divorce; yet: her. treacherous 
fifter Judah feared not, bpt, went and played the harlot 

27 Saying toa ftock, Thou art my father; and to 
- aftone, Thou haft brought me forth: -for they ,have 


alfa. SE pone os weet: bon og 
“.g And it came to pals-throngh the lightné of her 
a 
turned their back unto me, and not, their face :: but in 
the time of their trouble they will fay, Arife, and 


] whoredom,, that the defiled the land, ana committed 
fave us. 


adultery. with ftones and with flocks. 

19 And yet for all-this. beeen Sifter Judab 
7 hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but 
¥ feignedly, faith the Lorp.. . oa ae 

28 But where @re:thy gods that thou haft made thee? 

let them arife, if they.can fave thee in the time of thy 

trouble: for a¢cording fo the number of thy cities are } Me! »t 

thy gods, O Judah. tt and will not caufe mine anger to fall upon you: for 

29 Wherefore-will ye plead -with me? ye all have || I- am -merciful, -{aith the-Lorp, and I will not keep 
tranfgreffed againft me, faith the Lorn. WM anger for ever. i Coe ant ee 

go In vain have I {mitten your children ; they re- t| “'I3 Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou haft 

r 8 " tranfgretied 


























Sa yess 


ir And.the.Lozp faid.unto me, The, backiliding 


Ifraclhathjuftified herfelf morethan treacherous Judah. 


1 x2} Go.and proclaim thefe words toward the north, 
and fay, Return, thou backiliding Ifcacl, faith the Lorn; 


CA nen EC it 
23, Hesyed them wut. cxferns, broken ciferns, &¢.] Embracing if 
falfe religions, and forfaking God, who alone can make them Ff 





20 Playing the barlet.] Worbhipping idols, in gardens and groves, 
and having tutelary geds in every City. ces 


happy. . ; i The blood of the fouls of the poor innocenis,:&C.] "The blood of 
Fc ee eoee ite Seed, Tage pilcies,, Saleenmeleny tS childien dered ia fucriéce to Molech, 
snd Renner [| ogy dad shine, bands upon thine- head, &c.}.i ‘This, attitude was ex- 
. | OL preffive of the acute pain and deepeft mifery. : ae 
No. 49. 7H m. 


~ Sai. 
ast 





God calleth his people to repentance. J EREMIAH. The prophet’s lamentation over. his country. 


. Before {tranigreffed again ht the Loxs thy God; and haft fcat- 


CHRIST| ered thy ways to the ftrangers under every green tree, . 


612, 


- dbvareth fis: 


‘habitants of ferbfalem :'left-Mmy ‘fury come-forth like 


Per ye have not obeyed my Voice, faith the Lorn. 


44 Turn, O backfliding children, faith the Lorp ; 
for I ani married unto you: and I will take you one of 
a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to 
Zion: ‘ 

15 And I will give you paftors according’ to mine 
heart, which fhall feed you with knowledge and un- 
derftanding. 2 ; 

16 And it fhall come to pafs, when ye be multiplied 
and increafed in the land, in thofe days, faith the Lorn, 
they thalf fay no'more, The ark of the covenant of the’ 
Loro ; neither fhall it come to mind: neither fhall they 
remember it ;: neither thall they vifit it ; neither fhall. 
that be done any more." 

17 At that time they fhall call Jerufalem the throne 
of the Lonn; and all thenations fhall be gathered unto 
it, to the name of the Lorn, to Jerufalem: neither fhall 
they walk any more after the imagination of their evil 
heart. 

18 In thofe days the houfe of Judah ‘fhall walk with 
the houfe of Ifrael, and they fhall come together out of 
the land of the north tothe land that I have given for 
an inheritance unto your fathers. 

‘rg But I faid, How thall I put thee among the chil- 
dren, and give thee a pleafant land, a goodly heritage 
of the hofts of nations? and I faicl, Thou fhale call 
me, My father ; and fhalt not turn away from me. 

20 FY Surely as a wife treacheroufly departeth from 
her hufband, fo have ye dealt treacheroufly with me, 
O houfe of Ifrael, faith the Lorp. 

a1 A‘Voice was heard upon the high places, weeping 
and fupplications of the children of Vfrael: for they 
have perverted their way; azd they have forgotten the 

LORD their God. — : ou ; 
“"gd Return, ye backfliding: children, and I will heal 
your backflidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for 
thou,art the Lorp our God. ee ee cae 
“! o3"Teuly in'vain is faloation hoped for fromthe hills, 
and from the miulritudeof mountains: ‘truly in the 
Loxp'dutGod ts the falvation of Hraéli °° 

24 For thame hath devoured tlie labour'of ‘our fa+ 
thers from, our youth ; their flocks and their herds, 
their fong and ‘their daughters, - as cette ayes Mf 
25 We ‘He down ‘in, our' fame; and-dur confufion 
‘for we have finned againft'the Lorp our 
God, ‘we and'our fathers,. feom ‘our youth‘even unto 
this.day, and, have not,obeyed the voice of ‘the-Lorb , 
our God. 2 eee Bae gp ES eke Ue EE GP ehtg dD 


stevee i ae 


atadet 


wrstees 2s 


UC FER BTV eee ee © 
1. God calleth Ifrael: 9 He extorteth Gudabl' to répent19 | 
82" Ut aentation for the miferies of Yidahy  ' - | 
fF thot ild return,. Q-Hraél; faith the’ Loko, return 

Eo tito ate : “atid if thou ‘wih pocarey oe 
ifsas out df my-fight; ‘then fhait thou'fot‘remove. | 
_2And thou fhalt {wear, The Lor liveth, in truth} 
injudptient,.and in rightéoufnefs ; and-thé nations fhall : 
blefs th@anfetvés in; him; ‘afid ‘in him fhall theyglory. 3 


{| For thus‘faith the‘Liorp to the fiven of’ Judah 4j 


and Jertifalem; Break up yout fallow ground, and fow 
not among thoris. 3) © 4 6 an de te Re 
4 Circumcife yourfelves tothe Lorp, and take‘away } 


#heforetkins bf your ‘heatt}'ye men of Judah and in- 


weer 


fire, ‘and barn’ that none’can’ quench'#;-bécanfe of the 
evifof your doings | "hh ree thviene hE 


eae 


e 





Ill. 15 J will give you paftors according to mine heart, '&c.] _Minifters : 


;t6 the people the whole courifel of 'God. : 


swho fhallexpound the facred oracles truly and faithfully, ‘and declare ‘fj 
BS eae CP AS ne 
‘S19 4d! poddly heritage of the bofts of nations, &c.\ The Septuagint '§ 


“nations. areal 
‘ino! Genera, ReFLEG TIONS on Chap. JL. 


Nothing can fo much reconcile us to thé favour of God, asa careful ar- 
- ‘terition to what ‘hie has’done for us, with thankigiving ; being af- 


“cranflatjon ‘is ‘the-beft: “Lhe inheritence of the almighty God.of the ; 
ty i Vocetegotese ea p 


_ fared, that God is ever:willing ta-heat the complaints of his people, 


z 3 















wf 












‘ 5 Declare ye in Judah, and publifh in Jerufalem; Before 
and fay, Blow ye the trumpet in the land : cry, gather “4RIST 
together, and fay, Affemblé yourfelves, and let usgo %* 
into the defented cities. oa 

6 Set up the tandard toward Zion : retire, ftay not: 


. for I will bring evil from the north, and a great de- 


ftrnction. 

7 The lion is come up from his thicket, and the de- 
ftroyer of the Gentiles is on his way ; he is gone forth 
from his place to make thy land defolate: and thy cities: 
fhall be laid wafte, without an inhabitant. 

8 For this gird you with fackcloth, lament and 
howl: for the fierce. anger of the Lorp is not turned 
back from us, : : 

9 And it fhall come to pafs at that day, faith the 
Lorp, that the heart of the king fhall perifh, and the 
heart of the princes; and the priefts fhall be aftonifhed, 
and the prophets fhall wonder. 

10 Then faid I, Ah, Lord Gon! furely thou haf 


" greatly deceived this people and Jerufalem, faying, Ye 
| fhall have peace; whereas the {word reacheth unto the 


foul. : 

11 At that time fhall it be. faid to this people and 
to Jerufalem, A dry wind of the high places in the wil- 
dernefs toward the daughter of my peuple, not to fan, 
nor to cleanie, 

12 Even a‘fall wind from thofe places fhall come 
unto me: now alfo will I give fentence againft them. 

13 Behold, he fhall come up as clouds, and his cha 
riots /hall be asa whirlwind: his horfes are (wifter than 
eagles. Woe-unto us! for we are fpoiled. : . 

14 O Jerufalem, wafh thine heart from wickednefs,’ 
that thou mayeft be faved. How long fhall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee? 

_ 1g For a voice declareth from Dan, and publifheth 
affliction frony mount Ephraim. : 

16 Make ye mention to the nations; behold, publifh 
againft Jerufalem, hat watchers come froma far coun- 
try, and give out their voice againtft the cities of Judah. 
* “v7 As keépers of a field, are they again{t her round 
about; .becaufe fhe hath been rebellious againft me, 
faith the Lorn. a oo 
“8 Thy-Wway and thy doings have procured thefe 
things unto-thee;' this.zs thy wickednefs, becatfe it is 
bitter, becaufe it reacheth unto thine heart. | 
+49 "Ge Miy' bowels! -my bowels! I am pained at my 
very heart 3’ ny heart maketha noife inme; I cannot 
hiokdimy peice; becanfe thou halt heard, O my foul, 
the found of the trumpet, the alarm of war.: .* 
S2ty6)-Deltraction upon deftruction is cried ; ‘for the 
whole lind ‘is fpoiled: fuddenly are my tents fpoiled, 
and my‘ curtains -in a-momient. ‘ eae ak 

21 How'lor# fhail I fee the ftandard, and hear the 


foudd: of -thetrampet? > 


:- Ja For ny pebplé zs foolifh, ‘they have not known 


me} théy ‘aré {6ttith’ children; and ‘they have none un- 
derftartding :*they ‘are wife to dé evil,~but to do good 
‘dey have no'‘Kowledge. nF 

23 I béWeld‘the earth, and, lo, i was without form 
ahd ‘void-‘athd thé heavens, and they had no light. 
“Hig I -behéld thé mountaing,’ atid, lo, they trembled, 
andall the hilts moved lightly. eZ 
Law 5.1-beheld# ‘atd;’lo, there'was no man, and all the 
birds of the heavens were fled. . oe 
Sux26 ¥ beheld; and, lo, the fruitful place was a’ wilder- 
nefs\and‘all the‘cities thereof were broken down at the. 
‘pretence of the Lord, and by‘his fierce anger. - ~~ 

a : : 29. For 

was ever, mindfal of, them, and has in. all ages feat his minifters t9 | 
make. known unto them the gofpel of ‘Chrift. foes big Bosh . 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. IV. V., 


«) IV." 2 Fhe nations foall blefs thenfelves in him, &¢.) -A predi@ion 


_of-the gofpel: times, wher ‘the heathens fhould unite .with: the Jews, 
in afcribing all honour and glory to God, and his only Son the Meffiah, 
.in whom all nations were to be bleffeds - : ‘ , 


10 Thou hoff greatly deceived this people, &ee] Suffezed go them to be 
deceived by falfe prophets, a 
irr ag aee 


ee 
















" God’sjudgments upon the Fews . 
- Pefore’ 27 For thus hath the Lorp faid, The whole land 
CHRIST fail be defolate = yer will Inot make a full end. 

Git 6. 8 For this hall the earth mourn, and the heavens 
above be black: becaufe I have fpoken :t, I have pur- 
pofed it, and will nor repent, neither will I curn back 
from it. - 

29 The whole city fhall flee, for the noife of the 
horfemen and bowmen; they fhall go into thickets 
and climb up upon the rocks: every city /aall be for- 
faken, and not a man dwell therein. _ 

> g0 And when thou art fpoiled, what wilt thou.do? 
Though thou clotheft thyfelf with crimfon, though 
thou deckeft thee with ornaments of gold, though 
thou renreft thy face with painting, in vain fhalt thou 
make thyfelf fair; thy lovers will defpife thee, they 
will feek thy life. . 

31 Por I have heard a voice as of a woman in tra- 
vail, andthe anguith as of her that bringeth forth her 
firft child, the voice of the daughter of Zion, that be- 
waileth herfelf, sat {preadeth her hands, /aying, Woeis 
me now! for my foul is wearied becaufe of murderers. 

; CUAP. V. 
1 God's judgments on the Jews, 7 for their adultery 3 10 

impiety, 19 contempt, 25 and for thetr corruption. 

UN yctoand fro through the ftreets of Jerufa 

lem, and fee now, and know, and feek in th® 
broad places thereof, if ye can find a man, if there be 
‘any that executeth judgment, that feeketh the truth; 
and [I will pardon it. 

2 And though they fay, The Lorp liveth; furely 
they fwear falfely. — ‘ 


3 O Lor», are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou 


haii ftricken them, but they have not grieved; thou | 


hafkconfumed them, xt they have refufed to receive 
correction: they have made their faces harder than a 
rock; they have refufed to return. 
4 Therefore I faid, Surely-thefe are poor; they are 
- foolifh :. for they know not the way of the Loxp, or 
the judgment of their God. 
'5 I will get me unto the great men, and will fpeak 


unto them ; for they have known the way of.the Lorp, [ 
and-the judgment of their God : but thefe have altoge-- 


ther broken the yoke, aud burft the bonds. 
16 ‘Wherefore a lion out of the foreft fhall flay ther, 
and a wolf of tne evenings thall fpoil them, a leopard 


fhall watch over their cities : every one that goeth out © 


thence fhall be torn in pieces : becaufe their tranfgref- 
fions are many,’ and their backflidings are increafed. 
7° How fhall J pardon thee for this? thy children 
_ have forfaken me, and {worn by them that are no gods : 
when I had fed them to the full, they then committed 
adukery, and -aflembled themfelves by troops in the 
harlots’ houfes. , 
.%.They were as fed horfes in the morning: every 
one neighed after his neighbour's wife. 
.g Shall I not vifit for thefe shings ? faith the Lorp: 
and fhall not my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as 
this?. oe Tees 
10 Go yeup upon her walls, and deftroy ; but: make 
nota full end.: take away her battlements: for they 
arenot the Lorp’s. - St 

11 For the houfe of Ifrael:and the houfe of Judah 
have dealt very treacherouflyagainft me, faith the Lorn. 

12. They have belied’ the Lorn; and faid, 7 zs riot 
he: neither fhail evil come-upon us ; neither fhall we 


fee {word nor famine. : 


27 Yeraill I not make a fullend.} Here the Lord promifes to fave 
afmajl remnant from the general calamity; hence pious perfons 
among the Jews were encouraged to trait in the ees of God, to 
their fathers, that they fhould not be totally deftroyed till rhe Mefliah 
came. 

Veg J awsll get me unto the great men, &cc.}~ This is fpoken to the 
reproach of thofe who: fhould govern and teach others, yet are greater 
tranigreffors than the fimple people. . 

6 Wherefore a lion, &c.} Commentators fuppofe, that by a lion, are 
meant the Babylonians ; by the wolf, the ‘Medes and Perfians ; 
the leopard, the Greeks, who all in their times fubjugated and 


y 
: uelly 
opprefied the Jews, \ 


CHAP. IV: Vi... 


- 


of deceit : 
rich, 


_. provocations. 


we. co. 


for ther ‘manifold 





13 And the prophets fhall becoine wind, and the 
word #s not in them : thus fall it be done unto them. 
14 Wherefore thus faith the Lorp God of hofts; 
Becaufe ye {peak this word, behold, I will make my 
words in thy rhouth fire, and this people wood, and it 
fhall devour them. OES one eects htt? Ob 
1§ ¥ Lo, 1 will bring a nation tpon you from far, O 
houfe of Ifrael; faith the Lorp: it #s a mighty nation, 
it is an ancient nation, a nition whofe language thou 
knoweft not, neither tinderftandeft what they fay. _. 
16 Their quiver és d§ an open fepulchire, they are all 
mighty men. ee he tare 
17 And they fhall edt,tip thine. harveft, and thy 
bread, which thy fons and thy daughters fhould.eat : 
they fhalleat upthy flocks and thine herds: they fhail eat 
up thy vines and thy fig-trees : they fhall impoverifh 
thy fenced cities, wherein thou triifted{t, with thefword. 
18 Neverthelefs in thofe days; faith the Lorp, I 
will not make a fullend with your — |... - 
.1g And it fhall come to pafs, when ye fhall fay, 
Wherefore doeth the Lord our God all thefe shings 
unto us? then fhalt chou anfwer them, : Like as ye have 
forfaken me, and ferved ftrange gods in your land, fo 
fhall ye ferve ftrangers in a land shat is not your's. 


wickednefss, 





ave 





epee 
' Before. 
CHRIST 
Giz. 


20 {J Declare this in the houfe of Jacob; and pub- 


lith it in Judah, faying, 

21 Hear now this, O foolifh people, and, without 
‘underftanding ; Which have eyes, and fee nor; which 
have ears, aiid hea¥ not: 4, x a on 

22 Fear yé not me? Jaith rhe Lor: will ye not 
tremble at my prefence, which have placed the fand for 
the bound of the'fea by a perpetual decree that it can- 
not pafs it: and though the waves thereof tof§ them- 
felves, yet can théy not prevail: though they roar, yet 
can they not pafs over it? aia 

23 But this people hath a revolting and a rebellious 
heart; they are revolted and gone. 

24 Neither fay they in theirheart, Let us now fear 
the Lorp our God, that giveth rain, both the formet 
anid the latter, in his feafon: he referveth unto us the 


appointed wéeks of the harvett. 


25 Your iniquiries have turned away thefe shings, 


| and your fins have withholden godd shings from you. 


26 For among my people are found wicked men: 


| they lay wait, as he that fetteth fares; they feta-trap, 


they catch mei.” oe bse 
27 Asa cage is full of birds, ‘fo ere their houfes full 
therefore they are become great, and waxen 


28 They are waxen-fat, they thine: yea, they over. 


. pafs the deeds of the, wicked: they judge not the-caufe; 


the caufe of the fatherlefs, yet they profper: and the 

right of the needy dotheynotjudge. = ws 
29 Shall Inet vifit for, thefe sbings ? faith the Lorp: 

fhall not my foul be avenged on fuch a nation as:this? 
30 G A wonderful and horrible thing is committed 

‘inthe land; Be tae a Se Bee 
31 The prophets prophefy falfely, and: the priefts 

-bear rule by their means; and my people love to baue tt 

fo: and what will ye doin theendthereof? .-., 

CHAP. VI: 


1 Fudab’s enemies, 4 encourage themfelves: 6 Gud fetretb 


them on work: .g His judgments lamented. , : 
O Ye children of Benjamin, gather yourfelves to: 
: flee out of the mid{ of Jefiifalem, and blow.the. 
trumpet in Tekoa, and fet up a fign of fire in Beth- 
haccerein 2 





24. Neither fay they, &c.| They are fo hardened and blinded by fin, 
that they will not acai sé thatthe return of thé fed{ons is thé effed . 


of God’s almighty power and kind providence, : 
GaneraL Rerrectrons on Chap. IV: V. 


Here is fet before ns how certain and terrible God’s judgalents are; 


the thoughts of which fhould make finners tremble: we max alfo 
diicover the extreme corruption of a peaple, when profaneneds and 
oppreffion univerfafly reign ; and laftly, the proofs of God's inf- 
nite mercy, in bearing fo long with wicked. men,. and not mterly 
deftroying them, though they had fo frequently defied him by their 


COMMENTARY. 





Before haccerem: for evil appeareth out of the north, and 


ae great deftru€tion. 


‘2 Ehaveé likened the daughter of Zion to a comely 
and delicate woman. ree 
3 The thepherds with their flocks fhall come unto 


her ; they fhall pitch zbeir tents againft her round | 


about; they fhall feed every one in his place. 

4 Prépare ye war againft her ; arife, and Ict us goup 
at-noor. Wo unto ‘us! forthe day goeth away, for 
the thadows of the evening aré ftretched out. 

_§ Asife, and let us go by night, and Ict us deftroy 
her palaces. = 

.6 4 For thus hath the Lorn of hofts faid, Hew ye 
down trées, and caft a mount again{t Jerufalem: this 
és the city to be vifited; fhe zs wholly oppreffion in 
the midft of her. 

‘2 ‘Asa fountain cafteth out her waters, fo the cafteth 
out her wickednefs : violence and fpoil is heard in her ; 
before me continually 7s griefand wounds. 

8 Be thou inftruéted, O Jerufalem, left my foul 
depart from thee; left I make thee defolate, a land 
riot inhabited: ot Te 

Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, They fhall 
throtghly glean the remnant of Ifracl as a vine: turn 
back thine hand as a grapegatherer into the bafkets. 

ro: Fo'whom ‘fhall f fpeak, and give warning, that 
they may hear? kehold, their ear is uncircumcifed, and 
they carinot hearkcn: behold, the word of the Lorp 
is unto them a reproach; they have no delight in it. 

11 Therefore 1 am full.of the fury of the Lorp; I 
am weary with holdingin: I will pour ir out upon the 
children abroad, and upon the affembly of young men 
together : for even the hufband with the wife fhall be 
taken, - the aged: with bir that zs full of days. ; 

r2. And their hodfes: fall be turned unto others, 
with their fields and wives together; for ¥ will fretch 
out ‘m¥ hand upon. the ishabitants of the land, faith 
the Lorp. ‘ = ay) 

13 For 
oft themievery one is given-to covetaufnefs ; and fromm 
the prophet even: unto ‘the prieft/every one dealeth 
falfely. : ae fe OES oe 

14° ‘Phey: have healed alfo the hurt of the daughter of 
my: people flightly, faying, Peace, peace, when. there ° 
zsno‘peace, eee to iba 


Ag: Were they ‘athamed ‘when they had committed. 


abomination ? nay, they were not at all ‘afhamed, nei-” 
ther: could they blofh’; therefore they fhall fall among. . 


thepé ‘thar fall : atahe-time hat I vifit thém they hall. 
be caft down, faith the Lorp. ; c 
-¥6°husfaith the Loxp,; Stand ye in the ways, and | 


. si Heaigtgenee ae evr, ‘where 7s the good way, . 
artdlwblk chéréin, ‘andy 


thall-find’reft for 
But they faid, We willror walk ibéerein.” a 
“ry: Alfo'T fer watthmen over you, /aying, Hearken 
to:the-feutid'of tle trumpet. /But they faid, We will 
néwhdéatken. 90 : : 


your fouls. 


18 § Therefore bear, ye nations, andknow, Ocon- 


giepation, wHat 7samong them. ° 
‘yg ‘Hear, ' 


law;- but’ rejeed it. Meas 

20 To what ‘purpofe cometh there to me incenfe. 
from ‘Sheba, and the fweet cane ‘from.a. far country ? 
your-burnt offerings-are not acceptable, nor your facri- 
fices ‘fweet unto me: -_ ws 


- g¢!'Therefore thus faith the Lorp, Behold, I will. 


lay (tumbling blocks before this people, and the fathers 


and thie fons together fhall fall:upon them ; the neigh-.- 


boiir'and his friend fhall perith. 


we. 8 es ; i 
COMMENTARY -anpv NOTES on CHAP. VI. VII. 
Vis- 6uFor.thy. baths Soc.] .They raifed mounts againft the fore, 


behind which the, befiegers concealed themfelves, till they, undermined 


the wall,..and.at.the fame. time, beat-againft them with that dreadful 
engine-called the battering. ram, : : 
eipBen See tase OF ae a ’ 







4 from the north country, and a 
| raifed from the fides of the earth. 


fiom the leaft of them even unto the greateft | 








earth? ‘Behold, I will bring evil upon 
this people, -evex'the fruit of their thoughts, becaufe | 
they have not hearkened unto my words, nor to my , 


upon her. JEREMIAH. The vain confidence of the. Fews rejected. 


22 Thus faith the Lorn, Behold, a people cometh Before. 


23 They fhall lay hold on bow and fpear ; they are 


crucl, and have no mercy; their voice roareth like‘ 
the fea; and they ride upon horfes, fet in array as men. 


for war againft thee, O daughter of Zion. 
24. We have heard the fame thereof: our hands wax 


| feeble: anguifh hath taken hold of us, axd pain, as of 


a woman in travail. 


25 .Gonot forth into the field, nor walk by the way ; 


for thefword of the enemy and fear is on every fide. 
26 ¥Y O daughter of my people, gird thee with fack- 


cloth, and wallow thyfelf in afhes : make thee mourn- . 


ing, as foran only fon, moft bitter lamentation : for the 
{poiler fhall fuddenly come upon us. 


27 I have fet thee for a tower and a fortrefs among 


my people, that thou mayeft know and try their way. 
28 They are all gricvous revolters, walking with 
flanders: sbey are brafs and iron ; they areall corrupters. 


29 The bellows are burned, the lead. is confumed of . 


the fire ; the founder melteth in vain: for the wicked 
are nor plucked away. 
30 Reprobate filver fhall men call them, becaufe the 

-Lorp hath rejected them. 

CHAP. VII. 

_t Jeremiab calleth the Fews to repentance. 8 Their: vain 
confidence rejected. 17 God threaleneth them for their ido~ 
latry: 23 be requireth not the facrifices of the difobedient. 

HE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp,,.. 
faying, 

2 Stand in the gate of the‘Lorp’s houfe, and pro- 

claim there this word, and fay, Hear the word of the 

Lorp, all ye of Judah, that enter in at thefe gates to 


worthip the Lorn. 


3 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God.of Ifrael, 


| Amend your ways and your doings, and I will caufe 


you.to dwell in this place. - 
4 Truft ye not in lying words, faying, The temple 


| of the Lord, The temple of the Lord, The temple of 


the Lord, are thefe. . o 
. 6 For if ye throughly amend your ways and your 


great nation fhall be Cgnisr. 


620. 


doings ;,. if. ye throughly execute judgment between a.. 


| man and his neighbour ; 


6 Jf ye oppreis not the ftranger, the fatherlefs, and 


| the widow, and fhed, not innocent blood in this place, 
; neither walk after other gods to your hurt : 


7 Then will I caufe you to dwell in this place, in the: 


| Jand.that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 


8 9J-Behold, ye truft in lying words, that cannot 


profit. fa 
Fg ‘Will ye fteal, murder,-and commit adultery, and: 


' {wear falfely, and burn incenfe unto Baal, and walk 
| after other gods whom ye know not; : 


which is called by my name, and fay, We are delivered: 
to. do. all thefe abominations ? ; 
tr Is this houfe, which is called by my name, be- 


have feen #/, faith the Lorp. . 
12 But go ye now. unto my place which was in: Shi-. 
.loh, where I fet my name at the firft, and fee. what I 
did to it for the wickednefs of my people Ifrael. 
7 ~ 13 And now becaufe ye have done all thefe works, 
_faith.the-Lorn, and I,{pake unto you, rifing up early 
and fpeaking, but ye heard not; and.I called you, but 
. ye an{wered not ; ; 
‘“ 14. Therefore will Ido unto +his houfe, which is 
_called by my name, wherein ye truft, anduntothe place 
“which I gave to you and'to your fathers, as Ihave. 
done to-Shiloh, ; 
15 And 


a enPunraaammmnenanmrename 
- 30 Reprobate filver foall men call them, &c.}. As bafe money is re-" 
fafed by évery one, becaufe it cannot bear the touchftone ; fo.fhall thefa: 
hi rites and evil doers be rejeéted both by God and man, 5 

: Tl. 2 Stand in the gate of the Lord’s houfty &c.] The eaft-gates 
which led dire@tly to it. . 5 hy 


10.And come and.ftand. before me in this houfe, 


zz, 23 L/a. 


come a den of robbers in your eyes? Behold, even. E. 





- God threateneth them for their idolatry CHA P. VIL. The frameful impenitency of the Fews. 


Before 
CHRIST 
600. 


15 And I will caft you out of my fight, as I have 
caft out all your brethren, even the whole feed of 
Ephraim. 

16 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither 
lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither make intercef- 
fion to me: for I will not hear thee. 

17 { Seett chou not what they do in the cities of 
Judah and in the ftreets of Jerutalem ? 

18 The children gather wood, and the fathers kin- 
dle the fire, and the women knead their dough, to make 
cakes to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink 
offerings unto other gods, that they may provoke me 
to‘anger. 

19 Do they provoke me to anger? faith the Lorn: 
do they not provske themfelves to the confufion of their 
own faces ? 

20 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Beheld, 
mine anger and my fury fhall be poured out upon this 

lace, upon man, and upon beait, and upon the trees 
of the field, and upon the fruit of the ground; and it 
fhall burn, and fhall not be quenched. 

21 4 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of 
Ifrael ; Put your burnt offerings unto your facrifices, 
and eat ficfh. ; 

22 For 1 fpake not unto your fathers, nor .com- 
manded them in the day that 1 brought them out of 
the land of Egypt concerning burnt offerings or fa- 
crifices: 

23 But this thing commanded I them, faying, Obey 
my voice, and I will be your God, and ye fhall be my 
people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have com- 
manded you, that it may be well unto you. 

24 But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, 
but walked in the counfels avd in the imagination of 
their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward. 

25 Since the day that your fathers came forth out of 
the land of Egypt unto this day 1 have even fent unto 
you all my fervants the prophets, daily rifing up early 
and tending fhem: 

26 Yet they hearkened not unte me, nor inclined 
their car, but hardened their neck: they did worfe than 
their fathers. 

27 Therefore thou fhalt fpeak all thefe words unto 
them: but they will not hearken co thee: thou fhalt 
alfo call unto them; but they will not anfwer thee. 

28 But thou fhalt fay unto them, This 7s a nation 


that obeyeth not che voice of the Loxp their God, nor. 


receiveth correction: truth is périfhed, and is cut off 
from their mouth. 


29 @f Cut off thine hair, O Jerufalem, and catt it. 


away, and take up a lamentation on high places ; for 
the Lorn hath rejected and forfaken the generation 
of his wrath. 


30 For the children of Judah have done evil in my. 


fight, faith the Lorn: they have fet their abominations 

in the houfe which is called by my name to pollute it. 
31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, 

which 7s in the valley of the fon of Hinnom, to burn 


their fons and their daughters in the fire; which I com- ' 


mancect fem not, neither came it into my heart. 


32 4 Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the | 


Lorn, that it fhall no more be called Tophet, nor the 
valley of the fon of Hinnom, but the valley of flaugh- 
ter: for they fhall bury in Tophet, till there be no place. 


33 Aud the carcafes of this people fhall be meat for 


“” 


‘ the fowls of the heaven, and for the bealts of the earth, 


and none fhall fray sem away. 

ie ns tn AE ET 
22,23 Ufpate wat rata your fathers—concerning Sacrifices, &C.] This 

means, that God did not fo much Iook to the facrifices themfelves, as 

obedience to the commands of the moral law. 

a2 Theregire behold, &c.] The prophet means, that Jerafalem fhould 

e Sled with the bodies of dead men, even as good Jofiah had caufed 

‘the dead bodies of many of the people to be thrown into the valley of 

Tephet, called Gee Uinnon, (Gehenna, hell), where the Jews had 

offered up human facrifices to the Heathen Idols. 


Greerrnat Rerrections on Chap. VI. VIE 


The poodnefs of God is here very confpicuons, in giving timely notice 
to his sclullious people, before be inflicted his judgments upon 


No. 49. 





34 Then will I eaufe to ceafe from the cities of Ju- 
dah, and from the ftreers of Jerufalem, the voice of © 
mirth, and the voice of gladnets, the voice of the bride- 
groom, and the voice of the bride: for the land fhall 
be defolate. 
CHAP. VII. | 
1 The Jers calamity: 4 Their impenitency ubbraided: 13 
Their judgment, 18 and defperate cflate. 
T that time, faith the Lorp. they fhall bring out 
the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of 

his princes, and the bones of the prophets, and the 
bones of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, out of their 
graves: 

2 And they fhall fpread them befere the fun, and. 
the moon, and all the holt of heaven, whom they have 
Joved, and whom they have ferved, and after whom they 
have walked, and whom they have fought, and whom 
they have worfhipped: they fhall not be gathered, 
nor be buried; they fhall be for dung upon the face 
of the earth. 

g And death fhall be chofen rather than life by all 
the refidue of them that remain of this evil family, 
which remain in all the places whither I have driven 
them, faith the Lorp of holts. 

44 Moreover thou fhalt fay unto them, Thus faith 
the Lorp; Shall chey fall, and not arife ? fhall he curn 
away, and not return ? 

5 Why then is this people of Jerufalem flidden back 
by a perpetual backiliding ? they hold faft deceit, they 
refufe to return. : 

6 I hearkened and heard, det they fpake not aright : 
no man repented him of his wickednefs, faying, What 
have tl done? every one turned to his courfe, as the 
horfe rufheth into the battle. 

7 Yea, the ftork in the heaven knoweth her ap- 
pointed times; and the turtle and the crane and the 
{wallow obferve the time of their coming ; but my peo- 
ple know not the judgment of the Lorn. 

8 How do ye fry, We are wife, and the law of the 
Lorn is with us? Lo, certainly in vain made he it; 
the pen of the feribes 7s in vain. 

9 The wife men are afhamed, they are difmayed and 
taken: lo, they have rejected the word of the Lorp ; 
and what wifdom is in them? 

10 Therefore will ] give their wives unto others, and 
their fields to them that fhall inherit them: for every 
one from the leaft even unto the greateft is given to co- 
vetoufnels, from the prophet even untothe prieft every 
one dealeth falfely. 

11 For they have healed the hurt of the daughter of 
my people flightly, faying, Peace, pcace; when there is 
no peace. : 

12 Were they afhamed when they had committed 
abomination; nay, they were not at all athamed, nei- 
ther could they blufh: therefore fhall they fall among 
them that fall: in the time of their vifitation they fhall 
be calt down, faith the Lorp. 

13 9[ I will furely confume them, faith the Lorn: 
there hall be no grapes on the vine, nor figs on the fig 
tree, and the leaf fhall fade; and the things that 1 have 
given them fhall pafs away from them. - 

14 Why do we fit fiill? aflemble yourfelves, and let 
us enter into the defenced cities, and let us be filent 
there: for the Lor pour God hath put us.to filence, and 
given us water of gall to drink, becaufe we have Gnned 
againft the Lorp. 

15 We 


re 
them, that they might turn to him by repentance, and efcape them > 
and no lefs evident 1s the vanity of thofe people who boaft char they 
_ belong to the church of God, while his molt pofitive precepts are 
difregarded ‘by them. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, VUI 
7 The flork in the b avens knawcth her Spee, times, &C.]  Allading 
to the natural inftinét in birds, whereby they know the feafons when to 
go and return From fit places of abode. The fatred writers often fend 
men to the brure creation for inftru€tion, in order to upbraid their 
ttupidity and bafe ingratitude. 


71 ant 


Before 
HRIST 
600. 


The prophet bewaileth the Fews, JEREMIAH. and the judgments coming upon them. 


Before 15 We looked for peace, but no good came; and 
‘CHRIST for 4 time of health, and behold trouble! 


11 And I will make Jerufalem heaps, and aden of Before 
dragons; and I will make the cities of Judah defolate, CHRIST 


600. i i i 
without an inhabitant. S00, 


16 The f{norting of his horfes was heard from Dan : 
the whole land trembled at the found of the neighing 
of his trong ones; for they are come, and have de- 
voured the land, and all that isin it; the city, and thofe 
that dwell therein. pene 

17 Yor, behold, I will fend ferpents, cockatrices, 
among you, which will not be charmed, and they fhall 
bite you, faith the Lorp. 

18 & When 1 would comfort myfelf againft forrow, 
my heart zs faint in me. 

19 Behold the voice of the cry of the daughter of 
my people becaufe of them that dwell in a far country: 
Js not the Lorn in Zion? 7s not her kingin her? Why 
have they provoked me to anger with their graven 
images, and with ftrange vanities ? 

20 The harveft is paft, the fummer is ended, and we 
are not faved. 

21 For the hurt of the daughter of my people am 
Thurt; I am black; aftonifhment hath taken hold 
on me. 

22 Is there no balm in Gilead; is there no phyfician 
there? why then is not the health of the daughter of 
my people recovered ? 

CHAP. IX. 
1 Jeremiah lamenteth the Jews: 12 Difobedience the caufe 
of their calamity: 17 He exhorteth to mourn. 
H that my head were waters, and mine eyes a 
fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the flain of the daughter of my people! 

2 Oh that I had in the wildernefs a lodging place 
of wayfaring men; thatI might leave my people, and 
go from them! for they 4¢ all adulterers, an aflembly 
of treacherous men. 

3 And they bend their tongues /:ke their bow for 
lies: but they are not valiant for the truth upon the 
earth; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they 
know not me, faith the Lorp. 

4 Take ye heed every one of his neighbour, and 
truft ye not in any brother: for every brother will 
utterly fupplant, and every neighbour will walk with 
flanders. 

s And they will deceive every one his neighbour, 
and will not fpeak the truth: they have taught their 
tongue to {peak lies, and weary themfelves to commit 
iniquity. 

6 Thine habitation is in the midft of deceit; through 
deceit they refufe te know me, faith the Lorp. ~ 


7 Therefore thus faith the Lorn of hofts, Behold, a 
‘will -punifh all them which are circumcifed with the un- 


I will melt them, and try them; for how fhall I do for 
the daughter of my people ? 

8 Their tongue zs as an arrow fhot out; it fpeaketh 
deceit ; one fpeaketh peaceably to his neighbour with 
his mouth, but in heart he layeth his wait. 

9 ¥ Shall I-not vifit them for, thefe flings? faith 


the Lorn: fhall not my foul be avenged on fuch a na- 


tien as this? 

10 For the mountains will I take up a weeping and 
wailing, and for the habitations of the wildernefs a la- 
mentation, becaufe they are burned up, fo that none 
can pafs through thew ; neither can men hear the voice 
of the cattle ; both the fowl of the heavens and the 
beaft are fled; they are gone. 





. 22 Ls there no balm in Gilead? &c.] Gilead was famous for balm 
and other healing drugs. As if the prophet had faid, Have I not power 
to heal your fpiritual maladies? I have fent my prophets, as fo many 
Spiritual phyficians, andthey have given the beit advice; and you have 
alfo the promife of my Son the Mefliah, and great phyfician of fouls; 
but the fault lies wholly in the obitinate patients, wis refufe to fubmit 
to my prefcriptions and remedies. 
’ Generatn Rerrectirons on Chap. VIII. 

Let us confider, that God, who brought fo many calamities upon 
Judea for their infidelity and hypocrify, may and will ftill punifh 
guilty people and churches after the fame manner; but-that temparal 
calamities are light punifhments, in comparifon of thofe dreadful 
ones with which the gofpel threatens impenitent finners hereafter. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP, IX. X. 
IX. 2 Adulterers, &c.]  Apoftates from God, 





12 § Who is the wife man that may underftand this? 
and who is be to whom the mouth of the Lorn hath 
fpoken, that he may declare it, for what the land pe- 
rifheth and is burned up like a wildernefs, that none 
pafleth through ? 

13 And the Lorn faith, Becaufe they have forfaken 
my law which I fet before them, and have not obeyed 
my voice, neither walked therein ; : 

14 But have walked after the imagination of their 
own heart, and after Baalim, which their fathers taught 
them : 

15 Therefore thus faith the Lorn of hofis the God 
of Ifrael; Behold, I will feed them, even this people 
with wormwood, and give them water of gall to drink. 

16 I will fcatter them alfv among the heathen, whom 
neither they nor their fathers have known: and J will 
fend a fword after them, till I have confumed them. 

17 F Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, Confider ye 
and call for the mourning women, that they may come; 
and fend for cunning evomen, that they may come: ; 

18 And let them make hatte, andtake up a wailing 
for us, that our eyes may run down with tears, and our 
eyclids gufh out with waters. 

19 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion, How 
are we f{poiled! we are greatly confounded, becaufe we 
have forfaken the land, becanfe our dwellings have caft 
us out. 

zo Yet hear the word of the Lorp, O ye women 
and let your ear receive the word of his mouth, and 
teach your daughters wailing, andevery onc her neigh- — 
bour lamentation. 

2t For death is come up into our windows, and 
is entered into our palaces, to cut off thechildren fron: 
without, aud the young men from the ftreets. 

22 Speak, Thus faith the Lorp, Even the carcafes 
of men hall fall as dung upon the open field, and as 
ve handful after the harveft man, and none {hall gather 
them. 

23 9 Thus faith the Lorn, Let not the wife man 
glory in his wifdom, neither let the mighty man glory 
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches : 

24 But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he un- 
derftandeth and knoweth me, that I 2m the Lorp which 
erercife loving kindnefs, judgment, and righteouf 
nefs, in the carth: for in thefe things I delight, faith 
the Lorp. 

25 Q Behold, the days come, faith the Lorn, that I 


circumcifed; .. 

..26 Egypt and Judah, and Edom, and the children 
‘of Ammon, and Moab, and all that are in the utmoft 
corners, that dwell in the wildernefS : for all the/e na~ 
tions are uncircumcifed, and all the houfe of Irael are 
uncircumcifed in the heart. ; 

CHAP. X. 
t The unequal comparifon 6f God and idols. x 9 The fpoit 
of the tabernacle by foolifo paftors. 
EAR ye the word which the Loxp {peaketh unto 
you, O houfe of Hfrael: : 
2 Thus faith the Lonp, Learn not the way of the 
heathen, 





10 Fer the mountains, &c.] ‘The prophet here alludes to the de- 
firuétion of the Jewith nation, which took place about forty-two years 
after the death of Chrift. — 

17 Mourning women, &c.] There were women whofe profeffion it 
was to make lamentations at funerals : the Romans had fuch; and they 
have them ftill in Africa, &c. 

23, 24 Let net the wife man glory in his wifdom, &c.| The only 
valuable endowment is to know boa, as he is revealed in the fcriptures, 
and Jefus Chrift, whom he hath fent : all other attainments or acquifi- 
tions are vain and tranfitory. 

X. 2 Learn not the way of the heathen, &c.} This probably alludes 
to the Chaldean and Egyptian aftrologers, who by their pregnolticationa 
deceived the people, and nourifhed them up in fuperftition: the prefent 
age alfo abounds with fuch impoiters, who deccive the ignorant by their 
pious frauds. : 

16 The 





The vanity of idols. 


CHA PX 


God's covenant proclaimed. 





‘Before heathen, and be not difmayed at the figns of heaven : 
CHRIST for the heathen are difmayed at them. 


3 For the cuftoms of the people are vain: for oxe 
cutteth a tree out ef the foreft, the work of the hands 
of the workman, with the ax. 

4 They deck ir with filver and with gold ; they faf- 
ten it wich nails and with hammers, that it move not. 

5 They are upright as the palm tree, but fpeak not: 
they muft needs be borne, becaufe they cannot go. Be 
not afraid of them; for they cannot do evil, neither 
alfo is it in them to do good. 

6 Forafmuch as /bere is none like unto thee, O Lorn, 
thou ar/ great, and thy name is great in might. 

Who would not fear thee, O King of nations ? for 
to thee doth it appertain: forafmuch as among all the- 
wife wen of the nations, and in all their kingdoms, there 
zs none like unto thee. 

8 Burt they are altogether brutifh and foolifh: the 
ftock 7s a doctrine of vanities. ‘ 

Silver fpread into plates is brought from Tarfhith, 
and gold from Uphaz, the work of the workman, and 
of the hands of the founder: blue and purple is the 
clothing: they are all the work of cunning men. 

10 But the Lorp is the true God, he 7s the living 
God, and an everlafting king :sat his wrath the earth 
fhall ‘tremble, and the nations fhall not be able to abide 
his indignation. 

11 Thus fhall ye fay unto them, The gods that have 
not made the heavens and the earth, even they {hall 
perith from the earth, and from under thefe heavens. 

12 He hath made the carth by his power, he hath 
eftablifhed the world by his wifdom, and hath ftretch- 
ed out the heavens by his difcretion. 

13 When he uttereth his voice, there ¢s a multitude 


’ of waters in the heavens, and he caufeth the vapours 


to afcend from the ends of the earth; he maketh 
lightnings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out 
of his treafures. 

14 Every man is brutifth in dis knowledge: every 
founder is confounded by the graven image: for his 
molten image is falfehood, and shere is no breath in 
them. ~ 

* 15 They are vanity, and the work of errors: in the 
rime of their vifitation they fhall perith. 

16 The portion of Jacob zs not like them: for he zs 
the former of all ¢héugs ; and [frael zs the rod of his in- 
heritance: The Lorp of hoits zs his name. 

17 4 Gather up thy wares out of the land, O inha- 
bitant of the forrrefs. 

18 For thus faith the Lorn, Behold, I will fling out 
the inhabitants of the Jand at this once, and will diftrefs 
them, that they may find it /o. 

19 Y Wocis me for my hurt! my wound is grievous: 
but I faid, Truly this isa grief, and I muft bear it. 

20 My tabernacle is fpoiled, and all my cords are 
broken: my children are gone forth of me, and they 
gre not: there is none to ftretch forth my tent any 
more, and to fet up my curtains. 

21 For the paftors are become brutifh, and havenot 
fought the Lorp: therefore they fhall not profper,and 
all their flocks fhall be fcattered. 

.22 Behold, the noife of the bruit is come, and a 
great commotion out of the north country, to make the 
cities of Judah defolate, aud aden of dragons. 

23 {[ O Lorn, I know that the way of man 7s not 
. himfelf: ¢¢ #5 mot in man that walketh to direct his 

eps. 

24. © Lorp, correct me, but with judgment ; not in 
thine anger, left thou bring me to nothing. 


16 The portion of Facob, &c.] Ofthe God of Jacob. 
23 Jeis not in man that walketh to dire? bis feps.] Man cannot 
know the will of God, much lefs do it, without divine inftru@tion and 


affiftance. 
Generau Reresetions on Chap. IX. xX, 


‘We are taught from hee, not to glory in human wifdom or ftrength, 
but to afpire after the true knowledge and fear of God: and fhould 
tefleét on Gad’s abhorrence of idolatry and fuperftition, fo as to 





z 


25 Pour out thy fury upon the heathen that know Before 


thee not, and upon the families that call not on thy© 
name: for they have eaten up Jacob, and devoured 
him, and confumed him, and have made his habita- 
tion defolare. 

: CHAP. XI. 

I Jae prophet proclaimcih Gad's covenant, and rebuketh the 

Jews for difebeying it: 11 he denounceth evil againft 
._ them for confpiring to kill him. 

“ae word that came to Jeremiah from the Loro, 
aying, 

2 Hear ye the words of this covenant, and fpeak 
unto the men of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem ; 

g And fay thou unto them, Thus faith the Lorp 
God of Ifrael ; Curfed 4e the man that obeyeth not the 
words of this covenant, 

4. Which I commanded your fathers in the day tbat 
I brought them forth our of the land of Egypt, from 
the iron furnace, faying, Obey my voice, and do them, 
according to all which I command you: fo thall ye be 
my people, and I will be your God: 

5 That I may perform the oath whichI have fworn 
unto your fathers, to give them a land flowing with 
milk and honey, as i/ zs this day. Then anfwered I, 
and faid, So be it, O Lorn, 

6 Then the Lorp faid unto me, Proclaim all thefe 
words in the cities of Judah, and in the ftreets of Je- 
rufalem, faying, Hear ye the words of this covenant, 
and do them. 

For I earneftly protefted unto your fathers in the 
day that I brought them up out of the land of Egypt, 
evexunto this day, rifing early and protetting, faying, 
Obey my voice. 

8 Yet they obeyed not, nor inclined their ear, but 
walked every one inthe imagination of theireyil heart: 
therefore J will bring upon them all the words of this 
covenant, which I commanded them to do; but they 
did them not. 

9g And the Lorp faid unto me, A Confpiracy is 
found among the men of Judah, and among the inha- 
bitants of Jerufalem. 

10 They.are turned back to the iniquities of their 
forefathers, which refufed ro hear my words ; and they 
went after other gods toferve them : the houfe of Ifrael 
and the houfe of Judah have broken my covenant 
which I made with their fathers. 

11 Q Therefore thus faith the Lorp, Behold, I wilt 
bring evil upon them, which they fhall not be able to 
ef{cape; and though they fhall cry unto me, I will not 
hearken unto thern. 

12 ‘Then fhall the cities of Judah and inhabitants 
of Jerufalem go, and cry: unto the gods unto whom 
they offer incenfe: but they fhall not fave them at all 
in the time of their trouble. 

13 For according to the number of thy cities were thy 
gods, O Judah; and according ta the number of the 
ftreets of Jerufalem have ye fet up altars to shat fhame- 
ful thing, evex altars to burn incenfe unto Baal. 

14 Therefore pray not thou for this people, neither 
lift up a cry or prayer for them: for I will not hear 
tbem in the time that they cry unto me for their trouble. 

15 What hath my beloved to do in mine houfe, /e- 
ing fhe hath wrought lewdnefs with many, and the holy 
flefh is paffed from thee ? when thou doeft evil, then 
thou rejoicett. 

16 The Lorn called thy name, A green olive tree, 


fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noile of a great tu- 
mult 


TT A a 
adore his majefty and power, be thankful for his goodnefs difplayed 
in the gofpel, and take him for our guide and inftruétor in all our 
undertakings. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XI. XII. 


XI. 15 What hath my beloved to do inmine boufé, &c.] Why doth 
this my chofen people, as they call themfelves, appear before me in my 
houfe, fince they have gone a whoring after feveral idols of the heathen 


nations round about them. 
38, 19 And 


HRIST 
Gos. 


Before mult he hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of 


CHRIST; 


608, 


it are broken. 

17 For the Lorn of hofts, that planted thee, hath 
pronounced evil againft thec, for the evil of the houfe 
of Ifrael and of the houfe of Judah, which they have 
done againit themfelves to provoke me toanger in offer- 
ing incenfe unto Baal. 

18 F And the Lorp hath given me knowledge of it, 


‘and I know if: then thou fhewedft me their doings. 


19 But I was like a lamb or an ox that is brought 
to the flaughter ; andI knew not that they had dlevited 
devices againft me, faying, Let us deftroy the tree with 
the fruit thereof, and let us cut him off from the land 
of the living, that his name may be no more re- 
membered. 

zo But, O Lorp of hofts, that judgeft righteoufly, 
that trieft the reins and the heart, let me fee thy ven- 
geanceon them: foruntothce have I revealed my caufe. 

2x Therefore thus faith the Lorp of the men of 
Anathoth, that feck thy life, faying, Prophefy not inthe 
name of the Lorn, that thou die not by our hand: 

22 Therefore thus faith the Lorp of hofts, Behold, 
i will punifh them: the young men fhall die by the 
fword; their fons and their daughters fhall die by 
famine: - 

23 And there fhall be no remnant of them: for F 
will bring evil upon the men of Anathoth, evex the 
year of their vifitation. 

, , CHAP. XII. 
1 Jeremiah complains of the profperity of the wicked. 15 
Ele promifeth refloration and grace to the penitent. 
IGHTEOUS art thou, O Loxp, when I plead 
with thee: yct let me talk with thee of thy judg- 
ments: Wherefore doth the way of the wicked profper? 
whereforeareall they happy that deal very treacherouily? 

2 Thou hafi planted them, yea, they have taken 
root : they grow, yea, they bring forth fruit: thou art 
near in'their mouth, and far from their reins. 

3 But thou, O Lorp, knoweft me: thou haft feen 

me, and tried mine heart toward thee: pull them out 
like fheep. for the flaughter, and prepare them for the 
day of flaughter. 
“4 How long fhall the land mourn, and the herbs of 
every field wither, for the wickednefs of them that d 
therein? the beafts are confumed, and the birds; be- 
caufe they faid, He flall not fee our Jaft end. 

5 4 If thou haft run with the footmen, and they 
hhave wearied thee, then how canfi thou contend with 
thhorfes? and #f in the land of pcace, wherein thou 
truftedtt} they wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in 
the {welling of Jordan? 


well 


6 For even thy brethren, and the houfe of thy father, | 


‘even ‘they have dealt treacheroufly with thee; yea, they 
have called a multitude after thee: believe them not, 
though they fpeak fair words unto thee. 
“=” @ Ihave forfalsen mine houfe, I have left mine 
‘heritage; I have given the dearly beloved of my foul 
Into ‘the hand of her enemies. 

8. Mine heritage is unto meas a lion in the foreft; it 
‘crieth out againit me: therefore have I hated it. 
’-'g Mine heritage is unto me as a fpeckled bird, the 
‘birds round about are againft her ; come ye, affemble 
all the beafts of the field, come to devour. 
“10 Many paftors have deftroyed my vineyard, they 
have trodden my portion under foot, they have made 
my pleafant portion a defolate wildernefs. 


= . E ‘ 


18, 19 Aud the Lord hath given me. &c.} Hereis a plain allufion to 
the fufferings of the Meffiah, who, being the Lamb of God, was facri- 
ficed on the crofs for the falvation of bis people. 

XU. 4 Our loft exd.] ‘The Septuagint render it more properly, 
Our ways. 

a Lx the favelling of Fordix 2} IF thou fuinteft under the weight of 
thofe temporal calamities which thine iniquities have brought upon thee ; 
how wilt thou be able to bear thy portion of thofe Moods of wrath which 
will one day be poured upon the ungodly, when J enter unto judgment 
with thee? 

ir No man lays th it to beart.) 


No man acknowledgeth the 
Gee ta the 


calaniizies they fed, or humbles Limfif ances it 
4. 


hand of 
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Complaint of the profperity of the wicked. JEREMIAH. 





The linex girdie. 





11 They have made it defolate, and being defolate it Befere 
mourneth unto me; the whole land is made defulate, CERIST 
OG. 


becaufe no man Jayeth 7# to heart. 

12 The fpoilersare comeupen all high places through 
the wildernefs: for the fword of the Lorp fhall devour 
from the ove end of the land even to the other end of the 
Jand: no flefh fhall have peace. 

1g They have fown wheat, but fhall reap thorns: 
they have put themfelves to pain, dut fhall not profits 
and they fhall be afhamed of yourrevenues becaufe of 
the fierce anger of the Lorn. 

14 GF Thus faith the Lorp againft all mine evil 
neighbours, that touch the inheritance which I have 
canfed my people I{rael to inherit ;, Behold, I will pluck 
them out of their land, and pluck out the houfe of 
Judah from among them. 

1s And it fhall come to pafs, after that I have 
plucked them out I will return, and have compaffion 
on them, and will bring them again, every man to his 
heritage, and every man to his land. 

16 snd it fhall come to pafs, if they will diligently 
learn the ways of my people, to {wear by my name, 
The Lorp liveth; as they taught my people to fwear 
by Baal; then fhall they be built in the midft of my 
people. 

17 Butif they will not obey, I will utterly pluck up 
and deftroy that nation, faith the Lorn. 

CHAP. XII. , 

1 Under the type of a linen girdle hidden at Euphrates God 
prefizureth toe deftruction of his people. 15 He exhorteth 
them to prevent their impending judgment. 

H1US faith the Lor» unto me, Go and get thee 
a linen girdle, and put it upon thy loins, and put 
it not in water. 

2 Sol gota girdle according to the word of the 
Lorp, and put zt on my loins. 4 

3 And the word of the Lorp came unto me the fe- 
cond time, faying, 

4 Take the girdle that thou haft got, which zr upon 
thy loins, and arife, go to Euphrates, and hide it there 
in a hole of the rock. 

5 So I went, and hid it by Euphrates, as the Lorp 
commanded me. is 

6 And it came to pafs after many days, that the 
Lorp faid unto me, Arife, go to Euphrates, and take 
the girdle from thence, which I commanded thee to 
hide there. , 

7 ThenI went to Euphrates, and digged, and took 
the girdle from the place where I had hidit: and, be- 
hold ,the girdle was marred, it was profitable for nothing. 

8 Then the word of the Lorn came uuto me, 
faying, = Oe 

9 Thus faith the Lorn, After this manner will I mar 
the pride of Judah, and the great pride of Jerufalem. 

10 This evil people, which rcfufe to hear my words, 
which walk in the imagination of their heart, and walk 
after other gods, to ferve them, and to worfhip them, 
fhall even be as this.girdle, which is good for nothing. 

11 For as the girdle cleaveth to the loins of a man, 
fo have I caufed to cleave unto me the whole houfe of 
Vfrael and the whole‘houfe of Judah, faith the Lorp; 
that they might be unto me for a people, and for a 
name, and for a praife, and fora glory: but they would 
not hear. 

12 Therefore thou fhalt fpeak unto them this 
word; Thus faith the Lorp God of Ifrael, Every ae 
“the 





Generar Rericctions on Chap. XI. XU. 

From Gnd’s refentment of the threatenings of the men of Anathoth 
againft Jeremiah, we may Jearn, that it isa very great fin to reject 
and perfecute the fervants of the Lord, when they {peak in his name; 
being affured. that God will avenge their caufe in due time ; and thac 
the wicked and hypoerites, though they may efcape for a while, will 
at length be moft dreadfully punifhed. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIIL 


This was to denote, that the Jews 


Arife, goto Euphrates, &¢.) : 
tec cnt Mott commentators think 


fhoutd be curried captive over that river. 
thar this was performed only in x ifion. 

. Raped 
36 Bztere 


Go2. 





A grievous dearth. 


CHAP. XIV. 








God 





suall not be. in 


treated _for the. people, 





a A Lt I 
Before tle fhall be filled with wine: and-they fhall fay. unto. Before, 
CHRIST thee, Do we not certainly know that exery. botele.fhall 


602. 


601. 


be filled: with wine ? 

23 Then fhalt thou fay unto.them, Thus faith the 
Lord, Behold, I will fill al]. the inhabitants. of this Jand, 
even the kings that fir upon David’s throne, and the 
priefts, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem, with drunkennefs- 

14. And I will dafh them one againft another, even 
the fathers and the fons together, faith the Lorn: | will 
not pity, nor {pare, norhave mercy, bur deftroy them. 

15 Q Hearye, and give ear; be not proud: for the 
‘Lorp hath fpoken. 

16 Give glory to the Loap your God, before he 
caufe darknefs, and before your feet {tumble upon the 
dark mountains, and, while ye look for light, he turn 
it into the fhadow of death, end make # grofs darknefs. 

17 But if ye will not hear it, my foul fhall weep in 
fecret places for your pride; and mine cye fhall weep 
fore, and run down with tears, becaufe the Lorp’s 
flock is carried away captive. 

18 Say unto the king and to the queen, Humble 
yourfelves, fit down: for your prir.cipalitics fhall come 
down, even ¢be crown of your glory. 

19 The cities of the fouth fhall be fhut up, and nonce 
fhall open them: Judah fhall be carried away captive 
all of it, it fhall be wholly carried away captive. 

20 Lift up your eyes, and behold them that come 
from the north: wherezs the flock shat was given thee, 
thy beautiful flock? 

21 What wilt thou fay when he fhall punifh thee? 
for thou haft taught them zo Se captains, and as chief 
over thee: fhall not forrows take thee, asa woman in 
travail ? 

224 And if thou fay in_ thine heart, Wherefore 
come thefe things upon me? For the greatnefs of thine 
iniquity are thy fkirts difcovered,. and thy heels made 
bare. 

23 Can the Ethiopian change his fkin, or theleopard 
his fpots? thex may ye alfo do good, that are accuf- 
tomed to do evil. : 

24 Therefore will I fcatter them asthe ftubble that 
pafferh away by the wind of the wilderncfs. 

26 This is thy lor, the portion of thy meafures from 
me, faith che Lorp ; becaufe thou haft forgotten me, 
and trufted in falfchood. 

26 Therefore will I difcover thy fkirts upon thy 
face, that thy fhame may appear. 

27 1 have feen thine adulteries, and thy neighings, 
the lewdnefs of thy whoredom, aud thine abominations 
on the hills in the fields. Woe unto thee, O Jerufalem! 
wilt rhou not be madeclean? when feall it once be ? 

CHAP. XIV. 

1 A grievous dearth. 7 The prophet’s prayer. 10 God will 
not beintreated. 13 Lying prophets, and the people who 
believe ibem, foallperifo. 17 Feremiah’s complaint. 

HE word of the Lorp that came to Jeremiah con- 
cerning the dearth. 

2 Judah mourneth, and the gates thereof languifh ; 
they are black unto the ground ; and the cry of Jeru- 
falem is gone up. 

3 And their nobles have fent their little ones to the 
waters: they came tothe pits, asd found no water ; 
they returned with their veffels empty; they were 
afhamed and confounded, and covered their heads. 

, Becaufe the ground is chapt, for there was no rain 

in the earth, the plowmen were afhamed, they covered 


their heads. 


nen 
16 Before your feet fumble upon the dark mountains, &c.] ‘Turnto the 

Lord by fincere repentance and humiliation, left your minds becoming 

darkened by ignorance and errar, you deviate from the path of truth 

and reéticade, and fudden deftruétion overtake you. 
Genegpat REFLECTIONS On Chap. XII. 

_From the hardening as well as blinding nature of fin, we may perceive, 
that the wicked, by refilting the grace of God, may arrive at the 
higheft.degree of.corruption, and at laft perith for ever in their im- 
\Penitency. 

‘Ne. 50. 


5 Yea, the hind alfo calved in the field, and forfook 
zt, becaufe. there was no grafs. 

6 And the wild affes did. ftand.in the high places, 
they fnuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes did 
fail, becaufe shere was no grafs. cs 

7 ¢ O. Lor», though our iniquities teftify againft us, 
do thou 7 for thy name’s fake: for our backflidings 
are many ; we have finned againft thee. 

8 O the hope of Ifrael, the faviour thereofini time of 
trouble, why fhouldelt thou be as a ftranger in the land, 
and as a wayfaring man ‘bat turneth afide to tarry for 
a night ? 

9 Why fhouldeft thou be as a man aftonied, asa 
mighty man ¢haf cannot fave? yet thou, O Loxrp, art 
in the midft of us, and we are called by thy name; 
leave us not. ; 

10 4] Thus faith the Lorb unto this pedple, Thus 
have they loved to wander, they have not refrainedtheir 
feet, therefore the Lorp doth not accept them ; he will 
now remember their iniquity, and vifit their fins. 

11 Then faid the Lorb unto me, Pray not for this 
people for shezr good. 

12 When they faft, I will not hear their cry; and 
when they offer burnt offering and an oblation, [ will 
not accept them: but J will confume them by thefword, 
and by the famine, and by the peftilence. 

13 § Then faid I, Ah, Lord Gop! behold, the pro. 
phets fay unto them, Ye fhall not fee the fword, neither 
fhall ye have famine ; but I will give you affured peace 
in this place. ; 

14 Then the Lorp faid unto me, The prophets pro- 
phefy lies in my name: I fent them not, neither have £ 
commanded them, neither fpake unto them : they pro~ 
phefy unto you a falfe vifion and divination, anda 
thing of noughr, and the deceit of their heart. 

1§ Therefore thus faith rhe Lorn concerning the 
prophets that prophefy in my name, and I fent them 
not, yet they fay, Sword and famine fhall not be in 
this land; By fword and famine fhall thofe prophets 
be confumed. ‘ 

16 And the people to whom they prophefy fhall be 
caft out in the {treets of Jerufalem becaufe of the fa- 
mine and the fword ; and they fhall have none to bury 
them, their wives, nor their fons, nor their daughters: : 
for I will pour their wickednefs upon them. 

17 4 Therefore thou fhalt fay this word unto them ; 
Let mine eyes run down with tears night and day, and 
let them not ceafe: for the virgin daughter of my people 
isbroken with a great breach, with avery grievous blow. 

18 If I go forth into the field, then behold the flain 
with thefword ! and If] enter into the city, then be- 
hoid them that are fick with famine! yea, both the 
prophet and the prieft go about into a land that they 
know not. 

19 Haft thou utterly rejected Judah ? hath thy foul 
loathed Zion ? why haft thou fmittenus, and there isno 
healing for us? we looked for, peace, and there is no 
good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble! 

20 Weacknowledge, O Lorp, our wickednefs, aud 
the iniquity of our fathers: for we have finned againft 
thee. : 

21 Do not abhor us, for thy name’s fake, do not dif 
grace the throne of thy glory : remember, break not 
thy covenant with us, 

22 Are there any among the vanities of the Gentiles 
that can caufe rain ? or can the heavens give fhowers? 
art not thou he, O Lorp our God ? therefore we will 


wait upon thee: for thou haft made all thefe things. 
CHAP, 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XIV. XV. 


XIV. 8 Why foouldeft thou be asa frrauger in the land, &c.] As 


One that careth not for us. ; 
18 Uf I go forth, &c.] The words of this verfe allude to the calami- 


ties that would be fuffered by the people from famine and the fword ; and 


 alfo, .that.the falfe prophets, f{cribes, and priefts, made a gain of the 


folly and depravity.of thefe degenerate times, 
7k , xKV. 


CHRISE 
Gora 





JEREMIAH. The utter ruin of the Fews Jor ficwed. 


‘The determined rejection of the Fews. 











: ¢ CHAP. XV. 
CHRIST) The determined rejeftion and manifold judgments of ithe 


Before joiced ; Ifat alone becaufe of thy hand: for thou haft Before 
filled me with indignation. CHRisr 


Gor. 


ook Jews. 10 Jeremiah complaining of their fpile, recetvetb 
a promife for bimfelf. : 

HEWN faid the Lorp unto me, Though Mofes 

and Samucl ftood before me, ye¢f my mind could 
not de toward this people: caft sbem out of my fight, 
and Jet them go forth. 

e Andic fhall come to pafs, if they fay umto thec, 
Whither fhall we go forth? then theu thalt tell them, 
Thus faith the-Loxp; Such as are for death, to death; 
and fuch as ere forthe fword, tothe fword; and fuch 
as ere for the famine, to the faminc; and fuch as are 
for the captivity, to the captivity. i 

And I will appoint over them four kinds, faith 
the Lorn: the fword to flay, and the dogs to tear, and 
the fowls of the heaven,-and the beafts of the earch, to 
devour and deftroy. : 

And I will caufe them to be removed into all 
kingdoms of the earch, becaufe of Manaffcit the fon of 
Hezekiah king of Judah, for ¢hat which he did in Je- 
rufalem. 

For who fhall have pity upon thee, O Jerufalem ? 
or who fhall bemoanthce? or who thall goatide to afk 
how thou doeft? 

6 Thou haft forfaken me, faith the Loan, thou art 
gone backward; therefore will 1 {tretch out my hand 
againft thee, and deftroy thee; I am weary with repent- 
ing. 

4 And I will fan them with a fan in the gates of the 
land ; I will bercave ¢hem of children, 1 will deitroy my 
people, fuce they return not from their ways. 

8 Their widows are increafed to me above the fand 
of the feas : I have brought upon them againit the mo- 
ther of the young mena {poiler at nooncay : I have 
caufed Aim to fall upon it fuddenly, and terrors upon 
the city. 

9 She that hath borne feven languifheth: fie It 
given up the ghoft; her fun is gone down while 7/cwas 
yet day: fhe hath been afhamed and confounded: and 
the refidue of them will I deliver to the fword before 
their enemies, faith the Lorp. 

104] Woe is me, my mother, thar thou haft borne 
me vimer of ftrifeanda man of contenticn to the whole 
earth ! T have neither lentonufury, nor men have lent 
to me on ufury ; ye/ every one of them dotlicurfe me. 

11 The Lorn faid, Verily ic fhall be well with thy 
remnant; verily Twill caufe the enemy to citreat thes 
wei/in the time of evil and in the time of aiiction. 

12 Shall iron break the northern iron and the thecl? 

13 Thy fubftance and thy treafurcs will J give tothe 
fpoil without price, and shat for all thy fins, even in 
all thy borders. 

14 And [ will make shee to pafs with thine enemies 
into aland which thou knoweft not: fora fire is kin- 
dled in miacanger, wich thall bura upon you. 

15 F O Lorn, thou knowelit: remember me, and 
vifit me, and revenge me cf my perfecutors; take me 
not away in thy longfutlering : know that for thy fake 
I have fuffered rebuke. 

16 Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and 
thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine 





heart: for 1 ain called by thy name, O Lory God of | 


hofis. 
17 J far nocin the affembly of the mockers, nor re- 
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XV. 1 Téeugo Mats aud Sael flood byore m-, &e.) 7 
by their fins, being now grown ripe f. 

prayers of the bele of men could now 
them. 

18 (Fils thou be unio meas a liar, Se.) Vhefe words muft not be 
wnderflood literaily, or as the effect of impatience, but as remind- 
ing God. of his promife: how hall prouited to be my prite 
againil ail my encrics, and wilt thou now forfuke me in this any ex- 
tremiity ? : ° Was 

c GewerRat Restectrions on Chap. XIV.XV. 

Miniite-s ought ferioufly to reacdt on the crime and punifiment of 
thofe felfe prophets who deczived the people, and lulled them in 
their fecurity, thar it may be a warning to them to declare the treth. 

And -. - peopte fhould hearken to their ingtruStions, rhat they. may 

.efcape the wrath tocome. An awful threatening is here alfo dee 
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18 Why is my pain perpetual, and my wound in- 
curable, which retufeth to be healed ? wilt chou Bealto- 
gether unto meas a Har, and as waters (bat fail? 

19 Y Therefore thus faith the Lorn, If thou return 
then will I bring thee again, avd thou fhalt itand be- 
fore me: and if thou take ferth the precious from the 
vile, thou fhait be as my mouth: let them return unto 
thee ; but return not thou unto them, 

20 And Iwill make thee unto this people a fenced 
brafen wall: and they fali fight againft thee, bur chey 
fhall not prevail againgt thee: for I we with thee to 
fave thee and to deliver thee. faich rhe Lorn. 

at And I will deliver thee out of the hand of the 
wicked, and Iwill redeem thee our of the hand of the 
terribic. 


CHAP. ; 
1 The priphet under divers types fleweth the vain of the 


Fews: Va thor return ferswesir foun thor deliverance 
cil of Ligypl. 16 Reemipence for idulalry. 


oo 


XVI, 





HE word of the Lorp came alfo unto me, faying, 

2 ‘Thou thale noc take thee a wile, neither thalt 
thou have fons or daughters in this place. 

3 Ver thus fairh the Lory concerning the fons and 
concerning the daughters that are born in this place, 
and concerning their mothers thar bare them, and con- 
cerning their jatners that begat them in this land ; 

4 Vhey fall die of grievous deaths ; they {hall nor 
be lamented; neither dhall they be buried; ds they 
fhall heas dung upen the face of the earth: and they 
fhall be contumed by the fword; and by famine; and 
their carcafes fisail be meat for the fowls of heaven, 
and for the beaiis of the earth. 

5 Vor thus faith the Lorn, Enter not into the houfe 
of mourning, neither goto Jament-nor bemoan them : 
fer IT have taken away my peace from this people, faith 
the Lorn, even loving kindneis and mercies. 

6 eth the great and the {mall fhall die in this land : 
they thall mot be buried, neither thall mex lament for 
them, norcut themiclves, nor make themfelves bald 
for them: : 

7 Neither fhall mew tear shemfelves for them in 
racurning, to comfors them for che dead ; neither fhall 
wen give chom the cuper coniciatien to drink for their 
father or for their mauther. 

§ Thou thal: nes alfo go inio the houle of feafting, 
te fiz with them to eat and to drink. es 

9 ber thus isieh ithe Lorp of hofts, the God of 
livact; Deheld. Pvill canfe to ceafe our of this place 
in your cyes, and in your days, the voice of mirth, 
and the voice of glainels, the voice of the bridegroom 
andthe voice of the bride. 7 ; 
icorme to pafs, when thou fhale 
thew rhis we ulthefe words, and they fhall fay unto 
thee, es hah the Loxp pronounced all this 
great evil againit us? or wha: 7s our iniquity ? or what 
7. our fin thas we have commizied again the Lorp 
our God? = 

ri ‘Lhen fhalt thon fay untothem, Becaufe your fa- 
thers have forfakea me, faith the Lorp, and have 
ewalked after other gods, and have ferved them, and 
have worlhipped them, and have forfaken me, and 
have nor kepr my law; 

















ne 
ou 











x 
Where 





ye And 

d woainit obftinate and hardened Sinners, in that though the 
r of the right-ous are well pleafing to God, yet they 
viilin favour of thofe who periilt in ther rebellion againit 












COMMENTARY axnp NOTES ox CHAP, XXVI. 


2 They foalt act tate thee a asife, &o.]  Becaufe of the approach- 
ing general cal iy, and the miny miferies in which families and 
calidren would be involved by an holtile invafon, tant 
army. 

7 Neither foall men sear themialzers, 
gate tranflations read, Neither fhall th s bread, &c. Inflead of 
labem, ‘© themfelves,”” they read /ebim, * bread ;” for the Jews ufed to 
fend provifions and wine to fach of their friends as were in deep mourn- 
ing for the dead. ; 





and a conquering 





‘The Septuagint and Vuul- 


GiNxeran 


The captivity of Fudah for her fin. 


12 And ye have done worfe than your fathers; for, f{ and fha!l not be careful in the 


Before 


oe behold, ye walk every one aftcr the imagination of his 


* evil heart, that they may not hearken unto mc: 


13 Therefore will I caft you out of this land into a 
land that ye know not, neither ye nor your fathers; and 
there fhall ye ferve other gods day and night; where 
T will not fhew you favour. 

14 § Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the 
Lorp, that it fhall no more be faid, Vhe Lorn liveth, 
that brought up the children of Lfrael out of the land of 
Egypt; 

15 But, The Lorn liveth, that brought up the 
children of lfracl from the land of the north, and from 
all the Jands whither he had driven them: and-I will 
bring them again into their land thatI gave unto their 
fathers. 

16 {| Behold, J will fend for many fithers, faith the 
Lorp, and they fhall ffh them; and after will I fend 
for many hunters, and they fhail hunt them from every 
mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes of 
the rocks. 

17 For mine eyes are upon all their ways: they are 
not hid from iay face, neither is their iniquity hid from 
mine cyes. ‘ ; 

18 And firit I will recompenfe their iniquity and 
their fin double; becaule they have defiled my land, 
they have filicd mine inheritance with the carcafes of 
their cletcitabic aad abominable things. 

19 O Lorn, my ftrength, andiny fortvefs, and my re- 
fuze in the day of a®letion, the Gentiles thall come 
unto thee from the ends of the earch, and fhall fay, 
Surely our fathers have inheritedlies, vanity, and éhings 


eo 
ne 


wherein (dere is no proit. 


go Shaila man wate gods unto himflf, and they 
are no gods? 

21 Yherctore, behold, I will chis once caufe them 
to know, Twill caufe chem to kuow mine hand and my 
might; aac they (hall know that my name Zs Vhe Lop. 

1h A PL XVID 
x1 The capiivity of Judah for her fin 5 Trufl in man is 
curfed, in God is ble. 12 In God alone is fure fal- 
wation. 19 The fabbath commended to be obferved. 
Ae te. fin of Judah zs written with a pen of iron, and 
with the peint of a diamond: it 7s graven upon 
the table of their heart, and upon the horns of your 
alias 5 
a2 whilft their children remember their altars and 
their gioves by the green trees upon the high hils. 

2 Omy nieaintain in the feld, Twill give thy iub- 
flance, avd atl thy treafures to the ipeil, aad thy high 
places for fin, througheut all thy borders, 

4 And thou, even thyich, fhale ditcontinue from 
thine heritage that I gave thee; and I will caufe thee 
to ferve thine cnemies in the laud which thou knowef 
not: for ye have kindled a fire in mine anger, which 
fhall burn for ever. 

5 4 thus faith the Lorp; Curfed de the man that 
truucthin man, and maketh flefh his arm, and whofe 
heart deparicth from the Lorn, 

6 for be fhall be like the heath in the defert, and 
fhall not tee when good cometh; but fhall inhabit the 

i places in the wildernefs, 772 a fale land and not 


7 


i 
parched p 
inhabited. 
7 Bicfled rs the man that trufteth in the Lorp, and 
whofe hope the Lorn Is. 

8 For he dial be as atree planted by the waters, 
and fhatipreadeth out her roots by the river, and fhall 
not fee when heat cometh, but’her leaf ihall be green; 





rn A 


Genernat Rerreecrions on Chap, XVI. 


In the condué of the Lord toward his ancient people, we may clearly 
difcern an admirable mixture of juftice and mercy; to the end that 
men may be humbled for their fins, turn to the God of their mercies, 
truftin him, and obey his rightcous commands. : 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XVII. XVIII- 


KVIT. 1 The fru of Fudah is critter: with a pen of trax, &e.] In 
indelible characters. Idolatry waé their leading principle. 


ee: 
EO DOR A ANS 2 skal 


CHAP. XVII. 


ear of drought, neither 
thall ceafe from yielding faite oe . 

9 YY The heart 7s deceitful above all things, and def- 
perately wicked: who can know it? . 

to I the Lorn fearch the heart, try the reins, even 
fo give every man according to his ways, aad accord- 
ing to the fruit of his doings. . 

11 4s the partridge fitteth cz cegs, and hatcheth 
them not; fo he that geiteth riches, and not by right, 
fhail leave them in the mid! of his days, and at his end 
{hall be a fool. : 

12 4 A glorious high throne from the beginning is 
the place of our fandiuary. . = 

13 O Lorn, the hope of Ifrael, all that forfake thee 
fhall be afhamed, and they that depart from me fhall 
be written in the earth, becaufe they have forfaken the 
Lorn, the fountain of living watcrs. 

14 Healme, O Lorn, and | fhall be healed: five 
me, and I fhall be faved: fcr thou art my praife. 

15 {| Behold, they fay unto me, Where is the word 
of the Lorn? lect it come now. 

16 As for me, I have not haftensd from Zeno a pal- 
tor to follow thee: neither have I defired the woeful 
day; thou knoweft: that which comie out of my lips 
was rizdt before thee. 

17 Le not a terror unto me: tho 
the day of evil. 

18 Let them be confounded that perfecute me, 
but let not me be confounded: let them be difmayed, 
but let not me be difinayed: bring upon them the day 
of evil, and defroy them with double defrudtion. 

19 J] Thus faith the Lor» unto me; Go and ftand 
in the gate of the children of the people, whereby the 
kings of Judah come in, and by the which they go our, 
and in all the gates of Jernfalem ; 

20 And fay unto them, Hear ye the word of the 
Lorn, ye kinzs of Judah, and all Judah, and all the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, that enter in by thefe gates: 

21 Thus faith the Lory; Take heed to yourfelves, 
and bear no burden on the fabbath day, nor bring it in 
by the gates of Jerufalem ; 

22 Neither carry forth a burden out of your houfes 
on the fabbath day, neither do yeany work, but hallow 
ye the fabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. 

23 But they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, 
but made their neck Riff, that they might not hear, nor 
receive inflrudclion. : 

24 And it thall come to pafs, if ye diligently hearken 
unto me, faith the Lox, to bring in no burden through 
the gates of this city cn the fabbath day, but hallow 
the fabbath day, to do no work therein ; 

25 Then fhall there enter into the gates of this city 
kings and princes fitting upen the throne of David, rid- 
ing in chariots and on horfes, they, and their princes, 
the men of Judah. and the inhabitants of Jerufalem : 
and this city fhall remain for ever, 

26 And they fhall comc from the cities of Judah, 
and from the places about Jerufalem, and from the land 
of Genjamin, and from the plain, and from the moun- 
tains and from the fouih, bringing burnt offerings, and 
facrifices, and meat offerings, and bringing facrifices 
of praife, unto the houfe of t¥e Lorn, 

27 Bur if ye will not hearken unto me to hallow 
the fabbath day, and not to bear a burden, even enter- 
ing in at the gases of Jernufalem on the fabbath day; 
then will I kindle a fire in the gates thercof, and ir 
fhall devour the palaces of Jerufalem, and it fhall not 
be quenched: 

oo CHAP. 


A ae Sa I 


u art my hope in 











9: 10 The heart is deceitful absve all things, &e.] That is one of the 
Iamentable efvAs of the fall; and we never cin be reftored to the favour 
of God, or embrace the gofpel, till we become in fome meafure ac- 
quainted with the corruptiens that Jodge in our vile hearts. 

13 Shall be cevitten in the carth, &c.] _Aluding to what is written 
on the ground, or in the fand of parched countries, which is foon ob- 
literated, and blown away by the wind. Perhaps our Saviour might 
have regard ‘to this expreffion when he wrote on the ground, ice 


ASVIL 


Fohu yi. O—8. 


the fabbath to be hallowed. 


Before 
ARIST 
Gor. 


. - < ; —_ 
God abfolute in difpofing of nations, JEREMIAH. The defolation of the Fews typified, 


Before CHAP. XVIII. . 
een 1 Under the type of a potter is Jaewed God’s abfolute power 


| fhalt bring a troop fuddenly upon them: for they Before 
have digged a pit to take me, and hid {nares for my eee 





605 


11 Judah is threatened with judgments. 
HE word which came to Jeremiah from the 
Lorp, faying, 

2 Arife and go down to the potter’s houfe, and there 
will I caufe thee to hear my words. 

3 Then I went down to the potter’s houfe, and, be- 
hold, he wrought a work on the wheels. 

4 And the veffel that he made of clay was marred 
in the hand of the potter: fo he made it again another 
veffel, as feemed good to the potter to make #t. 

5 Then the word of the Lorp came to me, faying, 

6 O houfe of Ifrael, cannot I do with you as this 
potter? faith the Lorp. Behold, as the clay zs in the 
potter’s hand, fo are ye in mine hand, O houfe of Ifrael. 

97 At what inftant I fhall {peak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull 
down, and to deftroy #¢ ; 

8 If that nation, againft whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I 
thought to do unto them. 

9 And af what inftant I fhall fpeak concerning a 
nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and to 
plant i; 

10 If it do evil in my fight, that it obey not my 
voice, then I will repent of the goad, wherewith I faid 
I would benefit them. 

11 4] Now therefore go to, {peak to the men of Ju- 
dah, and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, faying, Thus 
faith the Lorn ; Behold, I frame evil againit you, and 
devifea deviceagainft you: return yenowevery onefrom 
his evil way, and makeyour ways and your doings good. 

12 And they faid, There is no hope: but we will 
walk after our own devices, and we will every onedo 
the imagination of his evil heart. 

13 Therefore thus faith the Lorp; Afk ye now 
among the heathen, who hath heard fuch things : the 
virgin of Ifrael hath done a very horrible thing. 

14 Will @ man leave the fnow of Lebanon which 
cometh from the rock of the field ? or fhall the cold fow- 
ing waters that come from another place be forfaken ? 

15 Becaufe my people hath forgotten me, they have 
burned incenfe to vanity, and they have caufed them to 
ftumble in their ways from the ancient paths, to walk 
in paths, zz a way not caft up; 

16 To make their land defolate, anda perpetual hiff- 
ing ; every one that paffeth thereby thall be aftonifhed, 
and wag his head. 

17 I will fcatter them as with an eaft wind before 
the enemy ; I will fhew them the back, and not the 
Face, in the day of their calamity. 

18 4[ Then faid they, Come, and let us devife de- 


vices againft Jeremiah ; for the law fhall not perifh- 


from the prieft, nor counfel from the wife, nor the word 
from the prophet. Come, and let us fmite him with 


‘the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words. 


1g ‘Give heed to me, O Lorp, and hearken to the 
voice of them that contend with me. 

20 Shall evil be recompenfed for good ? for they have 
digged a pit for my foul. Remember that I ftood be- 
fore thee to {peak good for them, azd to turn away thy 
wrath from before them. 

22 Therefore deliver up their children to the fa- 
mine, and pour out their blood by the force of the 
{word; and let their wives be bereaved of their children, 
and de widows ; and let their men be put to death; 
set their young men e Main with the {word in battle. 

22 Letacry be heard from their houfes, when thou 





XVINI. 8 Lewill repent of the evil, &c.] This does not imply a 
change in God, butin us. If we turn from our fins, to him by re- 
pentance, he will tum from his fierce anger, and fhew mercy unto us, 


Generat Rerrections on Chap. KVIE. XVHI. 
Magiftrates and people may learn from hence, that the way to obfain 
the favour of God, and avert his wrath, is, to obey his precepts, 


and reverence his fervice, 
2 


We are alfo figwn, that God want | 


fect. 

23 Yet, Lorn, thou knoweft all their counfel againtt 
me 0 flay me: forgive not their iniquiry, neither blot 
out their fin from thy fight, bac let them be overthrown 
before thee ; deal Jus with them in the time of thine 


anger. 
CHAP. XIX. 
Under the type of breaking a potter's veffel is forefbewed 
the defolation of the Fervs fer thegirvfins. 

AUS faith the Lorn, Go and get a potter’s 

_ earthen bottle, and éake of the ancients of the 
people, and of the ancients of the priefts; 

2 And go forth into the valley of the fon of Hin- 
nom, which zs by the entry of-the eaft gate, and pro- 
claim there the words that I fhall tell thee. 

3 And fay, Hear ye the word of the Lorn, O 
kings of Judah, and inhabitants of Jerufalem ; Thus 
faith the Loro of hofts, the Gad of Hrael ; Behold, I 
will bring evil upon this place, the which whofoever 
heareth, his ears fhall tingle. 

4 Becanfe they have forfaken me, and have eftranged 
this place, and have burned incentfe in it unto other 
gods, whom neither they nor their fathers have known, 
nor the kings of Judah, and have filled this place with 
the blood of innocents 3; 

5 They have built alfo the high places of Baal, to 
burn their fons with fire for burnt offerings unto Baal, 
which I commanded not, nor {pake i#, neither came it 
into my mind: 

6 Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the Lorn, 
that this place fhall no more be called Tophet, nor ° 
The valley of the fon of Hinnom, but The valley of 
flaughter. 

7 And I will make void the counfel of Judah and 
Jerufalem in this place; and I will caufe them to fall 
by the fword before their enemies, and by the hands of 
them that feck their jives: and their carcafes will 
give to be meat for the fowls of the heaven, and for the 
beafts of the earth. 

8 And I will make this city defolate, and an hiffing 5 
every one that paffcth thereby thall be aftonifhed and 
hifs becaufe of all the plagues thereof, 

And [ will caufe them to eat the ficth of their fons 
and the fleth of their daughters, and they thall cat every 
one the fleth of his friend in the fiege and ftraitnefs, 
wherewith their enemics, and they that feek their lives, 
fhall ftraiten them. 

10 Then fhalt thou break the bottle in the fight of 
the men that go with thee, 

rr And fhalt fay unto them, Thus faith the Lorp 
of hofts; Even fo will I break this people and this 
city as one breake:h a potter’s veficl, that cannot be 
made whole again: and they fhall bury tem in Topher, 
till there be no place to bury. 

12 Thus will ldo unto this place, faith the Lorp, 
and to the inhabitants thereof, and evez make this city 
as Tophet: 

13 And the houfes of Jerufalem, and the houfes of 
the kings of Judah, fhall be defiled as the place*of To- 
pher, becaufe of all the houfes upon whofe roofs they 
have burned incenfe unto all the hoft of heaven, and 
have poured out drink offerings unto other gods. 

14 Then came Jeremiah from Topher, whither the 
Lorp had fent him to prophefy ; and he ftood in the 
court of the Lord’s houfe; and raid to all the people, 

15 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of Irael : 


Behold, I will bring upon this city and upon all her 
towns 





neither power nor goodnefs to make men happy ; and that no evil 
befals them, but what they bring upon themfelves ‘by their impicty 
and perfeverance in finful courfes. : 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, XIX. XX. 


XIX. 9 Eat the fief of their fons, &c.] Jofephus, their own hif 
torian teftifies, they did eat their children at the fiege of Jerufdlem be 


Wie Romans, See Dent. xxviii, 53. 2. Kings vi. 28, : 


Pafhur’s fearful doom. 


Before_towns all the evil that I have pronounced againtft it, be- 
CHRIST canfe they have hardened their necks, that they might 
6°5+ not hear my words. 


CHAP. XX, 


x Pafbur fmiteth Feremiah. 7 Jeremiah complaineth of 
contempt, 14 and curfeth the day of his birth. 
OW Pafhur the fon of Immer the prieft, who 
was alfo chief governor in the houfe of the 
Lorop, heard that Jeremiah prophefied thefe things. 

2 Then Pafhur fmote Jeremiah the prophet, and 
put him in the ftocks that were in the high gate of Ben- 
jamin, which was by the houfe of the Lorp. 

3 And it came to pafs on the morrow, that Pafhur 
brought forth Jeremiah out of the flocks. 
Jeremiah unto him, The Lorp hath not called thy 
name Pafhur, but Magor-miffabib. 

4 For thus faith the Lorp, Behold, I will make thee 
a terror to thyfelf, and to all chy friends: and they 
fhall fall by the fword of their enemies, and thine eyes 
fhall behold zt : and I will give all Judah into the hand 
of the king of Babylon, and he fhall carry them cap- 
tive iato Babylon, and (hall flay them with the fword. 

5 Moreover, 1 will deliver all the ftrength of this 
city, and all the labours thereof, and all the precious 
things thereof, and all the treafures of the kings of Judah 
will I give into the hand of their enemies, which fhall 
{poil them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon. 

6 And thou, Pafhur, and all that dwell in thine 
houfe fhall go into captivity: and thou fhalt come to 
Babylon, and there thou fhalt die, and fhalt be buried 
there, thou, and all thy friends, to whom thou haft pro- 
phefied lies. 

7 4 O Lorn, thou haft deceived me, and I was de- 
ceived: thou art ftronger than I, and haft prevailed : 
I am in derifion daily, every one mocketh me. 

8 For fince I {pake, I cried out, I cried violence and 
Spoil; becaufe the word of the Lorp was made a re- 
proach unto me, and a derifion, daily. 

9 Then I faid, I will not make mention of him, nor 
fpeak any morein his name. But his word was in mine 
heart as a burning fire {hut up in my bones, and I was 
weary with forbearing, and 1 could not fay. 

10 & For I heard the defaming of many, fear on 
every fide. Report, /ay they, and we will report it, 
all my familiars watched for my halting, /aying, Per- 
adventure he will be enticed, and we fhall prevail 
againft him, and we fhall take our revenge on him. 

11 But the Lorp ¢s with me asa mighty terrible 
one: therefore my perfecutors fhall ftumble, and they 
fhall not prevail: they fhall be greatly afhamed ; for 
they fhall not profper: ¢dezr everlafting confufion fhall 
never be forgotten. 


12 But, O Lorp of hofts, that trieft the righteous, | 


and feeft the reins and the heart, Jet me fee thy ven- 
geance on them: forunto thee have I opened my caufe. 
13 Sing unto the Lorn, praife yethe Lorp: for he 
hath delivered the foul of the poor from the hand of 
evildoers. 
14Q Curfed de the day wherein I was born: let not 
the day wherein my mother bare me be bleffed. 
15 Curfed be the man who brought tidings to my 
’ father, faying, A man child is born unto thee; making 


him very glad. 
16 And let that man beas the cities which the Lorp 


a 
XX. 3 The Lord hath not calked thy name Pafour, &c.} The name 

J give thee fignifics fear or terror round about: and thou fhalt be 2 

dreadful example of thofe calamities which are coming upon thy friends, 

and all the inhabitants of this city, ‘ 
9 OLord, thou baft deceived me, &c.] In the original the words are, 

I was overperfuaded, and the meanjng is, he had perfuaded himfelf 

that the people would be brought to return to the worfhip of the true 

God, but inftead of that, they became every day more and more 

hardened. : 

Generat ReFrrectrrons on Chap. XIX. XX, 

By the execrable idolatry and apoftafy of the Jews we have a re- 
markable inftance, that men who have made great profeffion of 
Teh Gion, may fall into the fouleft fins, till they are given up to 

Os 50- 


CHAP. XX. XXI. 

























Then faid | 


The Babylonifh captivity “foretold. 


overthrew, and repented not: and let him hear thecry Before 
” CHRIST 


| in the morning, and the fhouting at noontide ; 

| 17 Becaufe he flew me not from the womb; or that 
my mother might have been my grave, and her womb 

to Ge always great with me. 

18 Wherefore came I forth out of the womb to fee 
| labour and forrow, that my days fhould be confumed 
with fhame? 

CHAP. XXI.. 
1 Zedekz ah fending to Feremiah to enquire the event of Ne- 
buchadrezzar’s war againft him, 3 the prophet foretell- 
eth a calamitous fi-ge, and miferable captivity. 
T HE word which came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lorp, when king Zedekiah fent unto him Pafhur 
the fon of Melchiah, and Zephaniah the fon of Maafeiah 
the prieft, faying, 

2 Enquire, I pray thee, of the Lorn for us; for 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon maketh war againft 
us; if fo be that the Lorp will deal with us according 
to all his wondrous works, that he may go up from us. 

39 Uhen faid Jeremiah unto them, Thus fhall ye 
fay to Zedekiah : 

4 Thus faith the Lorn God of Ifracl; Behold, I 
will turn back the weapons of war that are in your 
hands, wherewith ye fight againft the king cf Babylon, 
and againft the Chaldeans, which befiege you without 
the walls, and I will affemble them into the mid of 
this city. 

5 And I myfelf will fight againft you with an out- 
ftretched hand and with a ftrong arm, even in anger, 
and in fury, and in great wrath. 

6 And I will {mite the inhabitants of this city, both 
man and beaft: they fhall die of a great peftilence. 

4 And afterward, faith the Lorp, I will deliver Ze- 
dekiah king of Judah, and his fervants, and the peo- 


| ple, and fuch as are left in this city from the peftilence, 


from the {word, and from the famine, into the hand of 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and into the hand 
of their enemies, and into the hand of thofe that feek 
their life; and he fhall {mite them with the edge of the 
fword ; he fhall not fpare them, neither have pity, nor 
have mercy. 

8 J And unto this people thou fhalt fay, Thus faith 
the Lord ; Behold, I fet before you the way of life, and 
the way of death. 

9 Hethat abideth in this city fhall die by the fword, 

and by the famine, and by the peftilence: but he that 
goeth out, and falleth to the Chaldeans that befiege 
you, he fhall live, and his life fhall be unto him for a 
prey. 
10 For I have fet my face againft this city for evil, 
and not for good, faith the Logp: it fhall be given into 
the hand of the king of Babylon, and he fhall burn it 
with fire. 

11 & And touching the houfe of the king of Judah, 
fay, Hear ye the word of the Lorp ; 

12 Ohoufe of David, thus faith the: Lorn; Execute 
judgmentin the morning, and deliver Sim that is {poiled 
out of the hand of the oppreffor, left my fury go out 
like fire, and burn that none can quench #f, beeanfe of 
the evil of your doings. 

13 Behold, I am againft thee, O inhabitant of the 
valley, and rock of the plain, faith the Lorp; which 
fay, Who fhall come down againft us? or who fhall 


enter into our habitations? 
14 But 


blindnefs and hardnefs of heart, when they do not fail to perfecute the 
true minifters of God. With refpe€t to Jeremiah’s curfing the day 
of his birth, fome are of opinion, that hereby he prophetically repre- 
fents the language of the Jews at the time when God was to fend 
his threatened judgments upon them. f 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXI. 


2 Enquire,I pray thee, of the Lord, &:c.] Not that the king was touched 
with the repentance of his fins, but that the prophet might intreat the 
Lord to deliver him from the power of his enemies. : 

13 Who fhali come down againft us? &c.] “The Jews confided in the 
ftrength and fituation of theircity, which neverthelefs was often taken, 
and at laft totally deftroyed by Titus. 
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7 GENERAL 
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The judgment of Shallum, Conah, &e. JEREMIAH. Chiift, the righteous Branch, promifed. 





Jofiah his father, which went forth out of this place; 
He fhall not return thither any more: 


12 But he fhall die in the place whither they have | 


Jed him captive, and fhall fee this land no more. 

13 {| Woe unto him that buildeth his houfe by un- 
righteoufnefs, and his chambers by wrong: ¢4aé ufeth 
his neighbour’s fervice without wages, and giveth him 
not for his work ; 

14 That faith, I will build me a wide honfe and 
jJarge chambers, and cutteth him out windows ; and zt 
4s cieled with cedar, and painted with vermillion. 


15 Shalt thou reign, becaufe thou clofett shy/e/f in | 


cedar? did not thy father eat and drink, and do judg- 
ment and juftice, and then it was well with him? 

16 He judged the caufe of the poor and needy ; then 
it was well with him: was not thisto knowme? faith 
the Lorn. 

17 But thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy 
covetoufnefs, and for to fhed innocent blood, and for 


-oppreffion, and for violence, to do it. 


18 Therefore thus faith the Lorp concerning Je~ 
hoiakim the fon of Jofiah king of Judah; They shall 


ee aT AP aS TE EE EN AE IE I a eT, RT IS TE TOS 
“ Generat ReFvections on Chap, XXI. 


This chapter teaches us, that when God corre&s us, it is for our fins ; 
therefore we fhould meekly fubmit to his chaftifements, left, while 


we refit, we draw upon ourfelves greater evils. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CMAP, XXII 
ca Thy choice cedars, &C»] Thy woble buildings, probably made of 

are 

10 Weep not for the dead, &c.] Weep not for Jofiah, for he is 
buried in peace, and taken away: from the evil to come, but rather 
Jament Jchoahaz his fucceffor, whom Pharaoh-Necbo had carried away 
into Egypt, from whence he fhall never xeturn: this prince is called 
Shallum, ver 31s . 





the fheep of my pafture! faith the Lorp. . 
2 Therefore thus faith the Lorp God of Ifrael againft 
the paftors that feed my people; Ye have fcattered my 


f flock, anddriven them away, and have not vifited them: 


behold, Iwill vifit upon you the evil of your doings, 
faith the Lorn. 
3 AndI will gather the remnant of my flock out of 


J all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring 
f them again to their folds; and they fhall be fruitful 


and increafe. 
4 And I will fet up fhepherds over them which fhalk 
feed them: and they fhall fear no more, nor be dif- 


q mayed, ceither fhall they be lacking, faith the Lorn. 


5 J Behold, the days come, faith the Lonp, that I 
will raife unto David arighteous Branch, and a king, 


| thall reign and profper, and fhall execute judgment and 


juitice in the earth. ; 

6 In his days Judah fhall be faved, and Ifrael fhallk 
dwell fafely: and this 7s his name whereby he fhall be 
called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS, 

7 Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the Lorpb, 
that they fhall no more fay, The Lorp liveth, which 

brought 
a GT 
22 The wind] ‘The judgments of the Almighty. a2 
Thy paftors, &c.] Thy governors, both ecclefiaftical and civil. 
Generat Reflections on Chap. XXII. 


We learn from this chapter, that no outward diftinétion can fcreen the 
wicked from the divine vengeance ; and alfo, that thofe who attempt: 
to raife and eftablifh their families, by difhoneft ways, fhall never 
profper. : 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap, XXIII. 
5 J will raife unto David g righteous Branch, &c.] The Meffiah*who 
was to be the prophet, pricft, and king of his people. 
6 The Lord cur righteufnet.] He thall be Jehovah, or the true Gods 
and our sighteoufngss, or the means of our juftification. ae 
2 Lat 


Before _ y4 But I will punifh you according to the fruit of [{ not lament for lrim, /aying, Ah my brother! or, Ah Befure 
; CHRIST your doings, faith the Lorp: and I will kindle a fire Jf fifter! they fall not lament for him, /aying, Ab lord peer: 
3° in the foreft thereof, and it fhall devour all things {# or, Ah his glory! vee 
round about it. 19 He fhall be buried with the, burial of an afs, 
CHAP. XXII. pj drawn and caft forth beyond the gates of Jerufalem. 
An exhortation to the Ring's houfe to execute juftice without | 20 Y Go upto Lebanon, and cry; and lift up thy 
' oppreffion, enforced with promifes and threats. ji voite in Bafhan, and cry from the paflages: for all thy sao, 
609. HUS faith the Lory; Go down to the honfe of 4} lovers are deftroyed. 
the king of Judah, and fpeak there this word, | 21 I fpake unto thee in thy profperity; dwt thou 

2 And fay, Hear the word of the Lorpo, O kirgof f# faidft,willnothear. This bath been thy manner from 
Judah, that fitteft upon the throne of David, thou, and } thy youth, that thou obeyedft not my voice. 
thy fervants, and thy peoplethat enter in by thefe gates: |{/ 22 The wind fhall eat up all thy paftors, and thy 

_ 3 Thus faith the Lorp; Execute ye judgment and jf lovers fhall go into captivity: furely then fhalt thou be 
righteoufnefs, and deliver the fpoiled out of the hand | afhamed and confounded for all thy wickednefs. 
of the oppreffor : and do no wrong, dono violence to {§ 23 Oinhabitant of Lebanon, that makeft thy neft in 
the ftranger, the fatherlefs, nor the widow, neither ]j the cedars, how gracious fhalt thou be when pangs come 
fhed innocent blood in this place. B# upon thee, the pain as of a woman in travail ! 

4 For if ye do this thing indeed, then fhall there §§ 24 4s Llive, faith the orp, though Coniah the fon 
enter in by the gates of this houfe kings fitting upon }} of Jchoiakim king of Judah were the fignet upon my 
the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horfes, }{ right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence; 
he, and his fervants, and his people. hy 25 And I will give thee into the hand of them that 

But if ye will not hear thefe words, I fwear by |} feek thy life, and into the hand of them whofe face thon 
myfelf, faith the Lorp, that this honfe fhall becomea [{ feareft, even into the hand of Nebychadrezzar king of 
defolation. 1} Babylon, and into the hand of the Chaldeans, 

6 For thus faith the Lorp unto the king’s houfe of |{ 26 And I will caft thee out, and thy mother thac 
Judah ; Thou art Gilead unto me, and the head of |} bare thee, into another country, where ye were not 
Lebanon: yet furely I will make thee a wildernefS, and || born ; and there fhall ye die. 
cities which are not inhabited. ; 27 But tothe land whcreunto they defire to return, 

“ » And I will prepare deftroyers againft thee, every {j thither fhall they not return. 
one with his weapons: and they fhall cut down thy | 28 Js this man Coniah a defpifed broken idol ? is Le 
choice cedars, and catt them into the fire. |} a veffel wherein #s,no pleafure? wherefore are they caf 

8 And many nations fhall pafs by this city, and {j out, heand his feed, and arecaft intoa land which they 
they fhall fay every man to his neighbour, Wherefore |} know not? 
bath the Lorp done thus unto this great city? ik 29 Oecarth, earth, earth, hear the word of the Lorn. 

g Then they fhall anfwer, Becaufe they have for- }# 30 Thus faith the Lorn, Write ye this man child- 
faken the covenant of the Lorn their God, and wor- ff lefs, a man taf fhall not profper in his days: for no 
fhipped other gods, and ferved them. ¥f man of his feed fhall profper, fitting upon the throne 

10 Y Weep ye not for the dead, neitherbemoan him: | # of David, and ruling any more in Judah. 
but weep fore for him that goeth away: for he fhall re- } j CHAP. XXIII. 
turn no more, nor fee his native country. } i Jeremiah propbhefieth a reftoration of the feattered flock. 

11 For thus faith the Lorp touching Shallum the |} 5 Chriftis promifed. 9 Fudgments againft falfe prophets. 
fon of Jofiah king of Judah, which reigneth inftead of | We be unto the pattors that deftroy and f{catter 599 


God’s judgments againft falfe prophets. CHAP. XXIV. 


Before brought up the children of Ifrael out of the land of 


CHRIST 


599+ 


Egypt ; 

8 But, The Lorpliveth, which brought up and which 
led the feed of the honfe of Jfrael ont of the north coun- 
try, and from all countries whither I had driven them, 
and they fhall dwell in their own land. 

9 ¥ Mine heart within me is broken becaufe of the 
prophets ; all my bones fhake; I am like a drunken 
man, and like a man whom wine hath overcome, be- 
caufe of the Lorp, and becaufe of the words of his 
holinefs. 

10 Forthe land is full of adulterers; for becaufe of 
{wearing the land mourneths the pleafant places of the 
wildernefs are dried up, and their courfe is evil, and 
their force is not right. 

1x For both prophet and prieft are profane; yea, 


‘in my houfe have I found their wickednefs, faith the 


Lorp. 

12 Wherefore their way fhall be unto them as ilip- 
pery ways in the darknefs: they fhall be driven on, and 
fall thercin: for I will bring evil upon them, even the 
year of their vifitation, faith the Lorp. ; 

13 And I have feen folly in the prophets of Samaria; 
they prophefied in Baal, and caufed my people Ifrael 
to err. . 

14 I have feen alfo in the prophets of Jernfalem an 
horrible thing: they commit adultery, and walk in lies: 
they ftrengthen alfo the hands of evildoers, that none 
doth return from his wickednefs: they are all of them 
unto meas Sodom, and the inhabitants thereof as Go- 
morrah. : 

15 Therefore thus faith the Lorp of hofts concern- 
ing the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with worm- 
wood, and make them drink the water of gall: for from 
the prophets of Jerufalem is profanenefs gone forth into 
all the land. 

16 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, Hearken not unto 
the words of the prophets that prophefy unto you: they 
make you vain: they {peak a vifion of their own heart, 
and not out of the mouth of the Lorp. 

17 They fay ftill unto them that defpife me, The 
Lorp bath faid, Ye fhall have peace; and they fay 
unto every one that walketh after the imagination of 
his own heart, No evil fhall come upon you. 

18 For who hath ftood in the counfel of the Lorn, 


‘and hath perceived and heard his word? who hath 


marked his word, and heard it? 

19 Behold, a whirlwind of the Lorp is gone forth 
in fury, even a grievous whirlwind : it fhall fall griev- 
oufly upon the head of the wicked. 

20 The anger of the Lorp {hall not return, until he 
have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts 
of his heart: in the latter days ye fhall confider it 
perfectly. 

21 I have not fent thefe prophets, yet they ran: I 
have not fpoken to them, yet they prophefied. 

2e But if they had ftood in my counfel, and had 
caufed my people to hear my words, then they fhould 
have turned them from their evil way, and from -the 
evil of their doings. 

23 4m1a God at hand, faith the Lorp, and not a 
God afar off? . 

24 Can any hide himfelf in fecret places that I hall 
not fee him? faith the Lorn, Do not I fill heaven and 
earth? faith the Lorn. 

25 I have heard what the prophets faid, that pro- 
phefy lies in my name, faying, I have dreamed, I have 
dreamed. : 

26 How long fhall ¢4is be in the heart of the prophets 
that prophefy les? yea, they are prophets of the deceit 
of their own heart ; 

28 What is the chaff to the wheat? &c.] The difference between 
true prophecies and counterfeits, is as evident as that between chaff and 
wheat. 

Generar Rervectrions on Chap. XXII, 


‘This chapter fets before us, of what confequence it is that paftors 
fhould difcharge their duty ; and how much we are bound to pray 


name by their dreams which they tell every man to his 
neighbour, as their fathers have forgotten my name 
for Baal. 

28 The prophet that hath a dream, let him tell a 
dream ; and he that hath my word, let him fpeak my 
word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? 
faith the Lorp, eee 

29 Js not my word like as a fire? faith the Lorn; 
and like a hammer ¢that breaketh the rock in pieces? , 

30 Therefore, behold, I am again{t the prophets, 
faith the Lorp, that fteal my words every one from 
his neighbour. 

31 Behold, I am againft the prophets, faith the Lorp, 
that ufe their tongues, and fay, He faith. 

32 Behold, I am againft them that prophefy falfe 


‘dreams, faith the Lorn, and do tell them, and caufe my 


people to err by their lies, and by their lightnefs; yet I 
fent them not, nor commanded them: therefore they 
fhall not profit’ this people at all, faith the Lorn. 

33 Y And when this people, or the prophet, or a 
prieft, thall afk thee, faying, What 7s the burden of the 
Lorp? thou fhalt then fay unto them, What burden? 
I will even forfake you, faith the Lorp. 

34 And as for the prophet, and the prieft, and the 
people, that fhall fay, The burden of the Lorop, I will 
even punifh that man and his houfe. - 

35 Thus thall ye fay every one to his neighbour, and 
every one to his brother, What hath the Lorp an- 
fwered? and, What hath the Lorp {poken P 

36 And the burden of the Lorp {hall ye mention 
no more: for every man’s word fhall be his burden + 
for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of 
the Lorn of hofts our God. 

37 Thus fhalt thou fay to the prophet; What hath 
the Lorp anfwered thee? and, What hath the Loro 
fpoken ? 

38 But fince ye fay, The burden of the Lorn; 
therefore thus faith the Lorn; Becaufe ye fay this 
word, The burden of the Lorn, and I have fent unto 
you, faying, Ye fhall not fay, The burden of the Lorp ; 

39 Therefore, behold, J, even I, will utterly forget 
you, and I will forfake you, and the city that I gave 
you and your fathers, and ca/? you out of my prefence : 

40 And I will bring an everlafling reproach upon 
you, anda perpetual fhame, which fhallnot be forgotten. 

CHAP. XXIV. ; 

4 The prophet forefbeweth the reftoration of them that were 
zn captivity, 8 and the defolation of Zedehiah. 
"arate Lorp fhewed me, and, behold, two bafkets 

of figs were fet before the temple of the Lorp, 
after that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon had carried 
away captive Jeconiah the fon of Jehoiakim king of 
Judah, and the princes of Judah, with the carpenters 
and f{miths, from Jerufalem, and had brought them to 
Babylon. 

2 One bafket had very good figs, even like the figs 
that are firft ripe: and the other bafket badvery naughty 
figs, which could not be eaten, they were fo bad. 

3 Then faid the Lorp unto me, What feeft thou, 
Jeremiah ? And I faid, Figs; the good figs, very good; 
and the evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten, they are 
fo evil. 

4 4 Again the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, 

5 Thus faith the Lorn, the God of Ifrael; Like 
thefe good figs, fo will I acknowledge them that are 
carried away captive of Judah, whom I have feht out 
of this place into the land of the Chaldeans for ¢eir 
good. 

6 For 


that God will preferve us from falfe teachers, and give us good 
ones. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XXIV. XXV. 
XXIV. 1 Tawo bafkets of figs were fet before the temple, &c.] The 
good figs fignified thofe that were gone into captivity, and fo faved 
their lives ; and the bad figs, thofe-that remained, and yet were fubje& 
to the fword, faminc, and peftilence. ‘ 
, 7 £ will 


The type of good and bad figs. 


27 Which think to caufe my people to forget my eee 


599+ 


Thé Babylonifh captivity foretold ; 


Before 


6 For I will fect mine eyes upon them for good, and 


CHRISTY wil} bring them again to this land: and | will build 


* 


606, 


them, and not pull hem down; and I will plant them, 


and not pluck ¢4em up. 


7 And ] will give them an heatt to know me, that § 
I am the Lorp: and they fhall be my people, and I will | 
be their God: for they thall return unto me with their 


whole heart. 


8 q And as the evil figs, which cannot be eaten, f 
they are fo evil: furely thus faith the Lorn, So will I § 
give Zedekiah the king of Judah, and his princes, and § 


the refidue of Jerufalem, that remain in this land, and 
them that dwell in the land of Egypt: 


g And I will deliver them to be removed into all | 


the kingdoms of the earth for their hurt, fo be a re- 


proach and a proverb, a taunt and a curfe, in all | 


places whither 1 fhall drive them. 


10 And I will fend the fword, the famine, and the 
peflilence, among them, till they be confumed from off | 


the land that I gave unto them and to their fathers, 
“CHAP. XXV. 
1 Jeremiah, reproving the Fews for difregarding God's 


meffages by his prophets, 8 foretelleth the feventy years? | 
15 He forefbeweth the overthrow of divers § 


captivity. 
nations. 


“HE word that came to Jeremiah concerning all | 


the people of Judah in the fourth year of Jehoi- 


akim the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, that was the § 


- firft year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon ; 


2 The which Jeremiah the prophet fpake unto all ; 


the people of Judah, and to all the inhabitants of Je- 
rufalem, faying, : : 
3 From the thirteenth year of Jofiah the fon of 


Amon king of Judah, even unto this day, that zs the { 
three and twentieth year, the word of the Lorp hath | 
come unto me, and I have fpoken unto you, rifing § 


early and fpeaking; but ye have not hearkened. 


4 And the Lorn hath fent unto you all his fervants } 
the prophets, rifing early and fending them; but ye | 


have not hearkened, nor inclined your ear to hear. 


5 They faid, Turn ye again now every one from his | 
evil way, and from the evil of your doings, and dwell | 
in the land that the Lorp hath given unto you and to $ 


your fathers for ever and ever: 


6 And go not after other gods to ferve them, and to § 
worfhip them, and provoke me not to anger with the | 


works of your hands; and I will do you no hurt. 

7 Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, faith the 
Lorn; that ye might provoke me to anger with the 
works of your hands to your own hurt. 

8 Y Therefore thus faith the Lorn of hoits; Becaufe 
ye have not heard my words, 


9 Behold, I will fend and take all the families of the 


north, faith the Lorp, and Nebuchadrezzar the king of 
Babylon, my fervant, and will bring them againft this 
land, and againft the inhabitants thereof, and againft 


all thefe nations round about, and will utterly deftruy, | 


them, and make them an aftonifhment, and an hiffing, 
and perpetual defolations. 

10 Moreover I will take from them the voice of 
mirth, and the voice of gladnefs, the voice, of the 
bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the found of 
the milftones, and the light of the candle. 

11 And this whole land fhall be a defolation, and an 
aftonifhment ; and thefe nations fhall ferve the king of 
Babylon feventy years. 

12 Q And it fhall come to pafs, when feventy years 
are accomplifhed, sat I will punihh the king of Baby- 
Jon, and that nation, faith the Lor», for their iniquity, 
and the land of the Chaldeans,. and will make it per- 
petual defolations. 


13 And I will bring upon that land all my words 


7 1 will give them an heart to know me, &c.| The captives, who 1e- 
turned from Babylon, were the peculiar objects of thefe bleflings, Which 
pancipally confifted in the knowledge and fear of God, and grace'to 

ive in obedience to his commands. : 

XXV. 15 Take the wine cup, &.]_ This alludes to God’s judg- 


. ents upon ail the feveral nations hereafter mentioned. 


JEREMIAH. 





and the overthrow of divers nations, 


which I have pronounced againft it, even all that is Before 
written in this book, which Jeremiah hath prophefied C#R!sr 
againit all the nations. aot 

14 For many nations and great kings fhall ferve . 
thenifelves of them alfo: and I will recompente them 
according to their deeds, and according to the works 
of their own hands. 

154 Vor thus faith the Lorn God of Hrael unto me; 
Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and caufe 
all the nations, to whom I fend thee, to drink it. 

16 And they fhall drink, and be moved, and be mad, 
becaule of the fword that I will fend among them. 

17 Thea took I the cup at the Lorpb’s hand, and 
made all the nations to drink, unto whom the Lory 
had fent me; 

18, Jo wit, Jerufalem, and the cities of Judah, and 
the kings thereof, and the princes thereof, to make 
them a defolation, an aftonifament, an hiffing, and a 
curfe3; as 7¢ 7s this day; 

19 Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his fervants, and his 
princes, arid all his people ; 

20 And all the mingled people, and all the kings of 
the land of Uz, and a!l the kings of the land of the 
Philiftines, and Afhkelon, and Azzah, and Ekron, and 
the remnant of Afhdod, 

21 Edom, and Moab, and the children of Ammon, 

22 And allthe kings of Tyrus, and all the kings of 
Zidon, and the king of the ifles which are beyond the fea, 

23 Dedan, and Temia, and Buz, and all ¢ha/ are in 
the utmoft corners, 

24 And all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings 
of the mingled people that dwell in the defert, 

25 And all the kings of Zimri, and allthe kingsof > 
Elam, and all the kings of the Medes, 

26 And all the kings of the north, far and near, one 
with another, and all the kingdoms of the world, 
which are upon the face of the earth: and the king of 
Shefhach fhall drink after them. 

27 Therefore thou thalt fay unto them, Thus faith 
the Lorp of hofts, the God of Ifrael; Drink ye, and 
be drunken and fpue, and fall, and rife no more, be- 
caufe of the {word which IJ will fend among yon. 

28 And it fhall be, if they refufe to take the cup at 
thine hand to drink, then fhalt thou fay unto them, 
Thus faith the Lorn of hofts; Ye fhall certainly drink. 

29 For, Jo, 1 begin to bring evil on the city which is 
called by my name, and fhould ye be utterly unpu- 
nifhed? Ye fhall not be unpunifhed: for I will call for 
a {word upon all the inhabitants of the earth, faith the 
Lorp of hofts. : 

30 Fherefore prophefy thou againft them all thefe 
words, and fay unto them, The Lorp fhall roar from 
on high, and utter his voice from his holy habitation ; 
he fhall mightily roar upon his habitation ; he fhall 
give a fhout, as they that tread the grapes, againft all 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

gt A noife fhall come even to the ends of the carths 
for the Loro hatha controverfy with the nations, he 
will plead with all flefh; he will give them that are 
wicked to the fword, faith the Lorp. . 

g2 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, Behold, evil fhall 
go forth from nation to nation, and a great whirlwind 
fhall be raifed up from the coatts of the earth, 

33 And the flain of the Lorp fhall be at that day 
from one end of the earth even unto the oter end of 
the earth: they fhall not be lamented, neither gathered, 
nor buried; they fhall be dung upon the ground. 

34 J Howl, ye thepherds, and cry; and wallow your- 
felves in the a/bes, ye principal of the flock: for the 
days of your flaughter and of your difperfions are ac- 


complifhed ; and ye fhall fall like a pleafant veficl. , 
y : 35 And 


SE A TE EP a a a, 

24. The mingled people that dauell in the defert.] A mixture of people 
dwelling in that part of Arabia ftiled the defert, called in feripture by 
the general name of the children of the eaft; they confilted of Neba- 
theans, Amalekites, Midianites. and other nations, who chiefly fup- 


ported themfelves by plundering their neighbours. 
a GENERAL 





ee 


CHAP. XXVI. XXVIL. and acquitted. 


35 And the fhepherds fhall have no way to flee, nor 


Feremiah is arraigned 





Before 16 4 Then faid the princes and all the people unto Before 


HRIST 


CHRIST the principal of the flock to efcape. 


36 A voice of the cry of the fhepherds, and an thy todie: for he hath {poken to us in the name of the Go: 
howling of the principal of the flock, faall be beard: |{ Lorn our God. 
for the Lorp hath fpoiled their pafture. 37 Then rofe up certain of the elders of the land, 

_ 37 And the peaceable habitations are cut down be- | and fpake to all the affembly of the people, faying, 
caule of the fierce anger of the Lorp. 18 Micah the Morafthite prophefied in the days of 

38 He hath forfaken his covert, as the lion: for || Hezekiah king of Judah, and fpake to all the people 
their land is defolate becaufe of the fiercenefs of the of Judah, faying, Thus faith the Lorp of hofts; Zion 
oppreflor, and becaufe of his fierce anger, fhall be plowed Like a field, and ‘Jerufalem fhall become 

CHAP. XXVI. heaps, and the mountain of the houfe as the high places 

1 Fevemiah exborting to repentance, & is apprebended: || of a foreft. 
12 bis apolopy. 16 he is acquitted. 19 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah pur 
60g. N the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the fon | { hinvat all to death? did he not fear the Lorpb, and be- 
1 of Jofiah king of Judah came this word from the {{ fought the Lorn, and the Lorn repented him of the 
Lorn, faying, evil which he had pronounced againft them? Thus 

2 Thus faith the Lorn; Stand in the courts of the {f might we procure great evil againft our fouls. 

Lorp’s houfe, and fpeak unto all the cities of Judah, 20 And there was alfo a man that prophefied in the 
which come to worfhip in the Lorn’s houfe, all the ]f name of the Loan, Urijah the fon of Shemaiah of Kir- 
wotds that I command thee to fpeak unto them; dimi- ]} jath-jearim, who prophefied againft this city and apainft 
nifh not a word: this land according to all the words of Jeremiah : 

3 If fo be they will hearken, and turn every man 21 And when Jehoiakim the king, with all his 
from his evil way, that I may repent me of the evil, mighry men, and all the princes, heard his words, the 
which I purpofe to do unto them becaufe of the evil of ff king fought to put him to death: but when Urijah 
their doings. heard it, he was afraid, and ficd, and went into Egypr; 
_ 4 And thou fhalt fay unto them, Thus faith the 22 And Jehoiakim the king fent men into Egypt, 
Lorp; If ye will not hearken to me to walk in my {] zame/y, Elnathan the fon of Achbor, and certain men 
Yaw, which f have fet before you, qf with him into Egypt. 

5 To hearken to the words of my fervants the pro- 23 And they fetched forth Urijah out of Egypt, 
phets, whom JI fent unto you, both rifing up early, and brought him unto Jehoiakim the king; who flew 
and fending she, but ye have not hearkened ; him with the fword, and caft his dead body inro the 

6 Then will I make this houfe like Shiloh, and will |} graves of the common pcople. 
make this city acurfe to all the nations of the earth. 24 Neverthelefs the hand of Ahikam the fon of Sha- 

7 So the priefts and the prophets and all the people {| phan was with Jeremiah, that they fhould not give him 
heard Jeremiah fpeaking thefe words in the houfe of |{ into the hand of the people to put him to death, 
the Lorp. CHAP. XXVII. 

& | Now it came to pafs, when Jeremiah had made [J] 1 Subjection unto Babel foretold. 8 Falfe prophets not to 
an end of {peaking all that the Lorp had commanded be believed. 
bim to {peak unto all the people, that the priefts and N the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the fon 598. 


the prophets and all the people took him, faying, Thou 
thalt furely die. 

g Why haft thou prophcfied in the name of the 
Lorn, faying, This houfe fhall be like Shiloh, and 
this city fhal! be defolare without an inhabitant? And 
all the people were gathered againft Jeremiah in the 
houfe of the Lorn. 

10 When the princes of Judah heard thefe things, 
then they came up from the king&houfe unto the houfe 
of the Lorp, and fat down in the entry of the new gate 
of the Lorp’s boufe. 

tt Then fpake the priefts and the prophets unto the 
princes and to all the people, faying, This man zs wor- 
thy to die; for he hath propheiied againft this city, as 
ye have heard with your ears. 

12 ¢ Then fpake Jeremiah unto all the princes and 
to all the people, faying, The Lorn fent me to pro- 
phefy againft this houfe and againft this city all the 
‘words that ye have heard. 

13 Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lorp your God; and the 
Lorp will repent him of the evil that he hath pro- 
nounced againft you. 

14 As for me, bohold, I amin your hand: do with 
me as feemeth good and mect unto you. 

1s But know ye for certain, that if ye put me to 
death, ye fhall furely bring innocent blood upon your- 
felves, and upon this city, and upon the inhabitants 
thereof: for of a truth the Lorp hath fent me unto 
you to fpeak all thefe words in your ears. 
ES 


Generat Rerirections on Chap. XXIV. XXV. 


Thefe chapters denote, that thofe whom God affliéts the mo4, are com- 
monly fuch as he loves the moft; and that thofe whom he leaves in 
the enjoyment of profperity, are often overwhelmed with his fevereft 
judgments, It alfo appears from hence, that God bears with men 
with great patience 3 that he exhorts them along time to repentance ; 
but that if they coatinue to offend him, he at lat executes his julg- 
ments upon them, 

No 50, 


the pric{ts and to the prophets; This man és not wor-© 


of Jofiah king of Judah came this word unto Jere- 
miah from the Lorp, faying, 

2 Thus faith the Lorp to me; Make thee bonds 
and yokes, and put them upon thy neck, 

3 And fend them to the king of Edom, and to the 
king of Moab, and to the king of rhe Ammonites, and 
to the king of Tyrus, and to the king of Zidon, by the 
hand of the meffengers which come to Jerufalem unto 
Zedckiah king of Judah ; 

4 And command them to fay unto their mafters, 
Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God of Ifrael ; Thus 
fhall ye fay unto your mafters ; 

5 lhave made the earth, the man and the beaft that 
@re upon the ground, by my great power, and by my 
out-ftretched arm, and hath given it unto whom it 
feemed meet unto me. 

6 And now have I given all thefe lands into the 
hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, my fer- 
vant; and the beafts of the field have I given him alfo 
to ferve him. 

7 And all nations fhall ferve him, and his fon, and 
his fon’s fon, until the very time of his land come: and 
then many nationsand great kings fhall fervethemfelves 
of him. 

8 And it fhall come to pafs, ‘bat the nation and king- 
dom which will not ferve the fame Nebuchadnezzar the 
king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under 
the yoke of the king of Babylon, that nation will I 
punifh, faith the Lorn, with the fword, and with the 

: famine, 





COMMENT ARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI. XXVII- 
XXXVI. 10 The princes of Fudab, &c.] The king’s counfellors, or 
chief officers of ftate, who were alfo members of the fanhedrim. 
18 Micab the Merafthite.| He was the author of the prophecy that 
goes by his name. The village of Moraftus, or Marefa, was in the 


| tribe cf Judah. 


Zion fhall be plowed like a field, &e.| This prophecy alludes to the 
utter deftruétion cf the fecond temple by Titus, when Terentius rafed 
the very foundations of the city and temple ; when, as our Saviour pre- 
di€ted, one ftone was not Icft upon another. 

7™M XXVIII. 


Hananiah prophefieth ‘falfely, JEREMIAH. and breaketh Feremiah’s Joke, 
oe el eS ie ee 


Before famine, and with the peftilence, until I have confum- 
CHRIST ed¢hem by his hand. 


598. 


596. 





niah the fon of Azur the prophet, which was of Gibeon 


> 






























fence of the priefts and of all the people, fayin:, 

2 Thus fpeaketh the Lorp of hofls, the God of 
Ifrael, faying, I have broken the yoke of the king of 
Babylon. : 

3 Within two full years will [ bring again into this 
place all the veffels of the Lorn’s houfe, that Nebu- 
chadnezzar king of Babvlon took away trom this placc, 
and carried them to Babylon: : 

4 And I will bring again to this place Jeconizh the 
fon of Jehoiakim king of Judah, with all the captives 
of Judah, that went into Babylon, faith the Lonp: for 
I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon, 

5 Q Then the prophet Jeremiah faid unto the pro- 
phet Hananiah in the prefence of the pricfts, and in 
the prefence cf all the people that ftood in the houfe 
of the Lorn, 

6 Even the prophet Jeremiah faid, Amen: the 
Lorp do fo: the Lorp perform thy words which thou 
haft prophefied, to bring again the veffels of the 
Loro's houfe, andall that is carried aWay Captive, from 
Babylon into this place. 

7, Neverthelefs hear thou now this word that I {peak 
in thine ears, and in the ears of all the people, 

8 The prophetsthat have been before me and before 
thee of old prophefied both againft many countries, 
and againft great kingdoms, of war, and of evil, and 
of peftilence. 

9 The prophet which Prophcfieth of peace, when 
the word of the Prophct fhall comé to pafs, then fhall 
= prophet be known, that the Lorn hath truly fenc 

im. 

404 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from 
off the prophet Jercmiah’s neck, and brake ir, 

y1 And Hananiah fpake in the prefence’ of all the 
people, faying, Thus faith the Lorp; Even fo will I 
break the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar kine of Babylon 
fromm the neck of all nations within the “fpace of two 
full years. And the Prophet Jeremiah went his way. 

12 4 Then the word of the Lorp came unto Jere- 
miah rhe propber, after that Hananiah the Prophet had 
broken the yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jc~ 
eer faying, 5 

13 Go and tell Hananiah, fa ring, Thus fai ! 
Lorp; Thou haft broken the Pye of io nae 
thou fhalt make iene yokes of iren. ; 


9 Therefore hearken not ye to yourprophets, nor to 
your diviners, nor to your dreamers, nor to your en- 
chanters, nor to your forcerers, which fpeak unto you, 
faying, Ye fhall nor ferve the king of Babylon: 

10 For they prophefy a lic unto you, to remove you 
far from your land ; and that I fhould drive you out, 
and ye fhould perifh. 

rz But the nations that bring their neck under the 
yoke of the king of Babylon, and ferve him, thofe 
will 1 letremain ftill in cheirown land, faith the Lorp; 
and they fhall till it, and dwell therein. 

12 | I fpake alfo to Zedekiah king of Judah ac- 
cording to all thefe words, faying, Bring your necks 
under the yoke of the king of Babylon, and ferve him 
and his people, and live. ~ 

13 Why will ye die, thou and thy people, by the 
{word, by the famine, and by the peftilence, as the 
Lorp hath fpoken againft the nation that will not 
ferve the king of Babylon ? 

14. Therefore hearken not unto the words of the pro- 
phets that fpeak unto you, faying, Ye fhall not ferve 
the king of Babylon: for they prophefy a lie unto 

ou. 
u 15 For I have not fent them, faith the Lorp, yet 
they prophefy alie inmy name ; that I may drive you 
out, and that ye might perifh, yc, and the prophets 
that prophefy unto you. 

16 §[ Alfo I fpake to the priefts and to all this peo- 
ple, faying, Thus faith the Lorp ; Hcearken not to the 
words of your prophets that prophefy unto you, faying, 
Behold, the veifelsof the Lorp’s houfe thal] now fhortly 
be brought again from Babylon: for they prophefy a 
lie unto you. 

17 Hearken not unto them; ferve the king of Ba- 
bylon, and live : wherefore fhould this city be laid 
watte ? / 

18 But if they Ze prophets, and if the word of the 
Loxp be with them, let them now make interceffion to | 
the Lorp of hofts, that the veffels which are left in the 
houfe of the Lorn, and ix the houfe of the king of 
Judah, and at Jerufalem, go not to Babylon. 

19 § For thus faith the Lorp of hofts concerning 
the pillars, and concerning the fea, anu concerning 
the bafes, and concerning the refidue of the veffels that 
remain in this city, . 

20 Which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took 
not, when he carried away captive Jeconiah the fon of 
Jehoiakim king of Judah from Jerufalem to Babylon, 
and all the nobles of Judah and Jerufalem ; 

21 Yea, thus faith the Lorp’ of hofts, the God of 
{frael, concerning the vefféls that remain in the houfe 
of the Lonp, and zn the houfe of the king of Judah 
and of Jerufalem ; 

22 They fhall be carried to Babylon, and there fhall 
they be until the day that I vifit them, faith the Lorp; 
se will I bring them up, and reftore them to this 
place. 


14 For thus daith Lorp of hofts, the God of It. 
rael; I have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all 
thefe nations, that they may ferve Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon ; and they fhall ferve him : and I have 
given him the beatts of rhe field alfo. 

15 9-Then faid the prophet Jeremiah unto Hana 
niah the propher, Hear now, Hananiah; The Lorp 
hath not fent thee; but thou makeft this people to 
truft in a lie. 

16 Therefore thus faith the Lorp; Behold, I will 
caft thee from off the face of the carth : this year thou 
fhalt die, becaufe thou haft. taught rebellion again{t 
the Lorp. 

17 So Hananiah the prophet died the fame year in 
the feventh month. 


CHAP. XXIx, 


1 The captives are willed to be quiet. 16 Ruin to the aif 
obedient, 20 andto Abab and to Zedekiah Jorctald. 24 
a letler againft Ferufalem. 

NOW 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


1 Hananiab’s falfe Prophecy. 10 He breaketh Feremiab’s 
yoke. 12 Feremiah foretelleth of an iron yoke, 15 and 
Hananiah’s death. 


. ND it came to pafs the fame year, in the be- 


ginning of the reign of Zedekiah King of Judah, 
in the fourth year, avd in the fifth month, that Hana- 


XXVIII. 14 Hearkex uot unto the words of the prophets, &c.} The 
Jews learned, together with the jdolatrous Tites of their neighbours, 
their arts of divination, and foretelling future events, the ule of which 
was exprefsly forbidden by the law of Mofes. 


Generar RErLections on Chap. XXVI. XXVIE. 


The fortitude, moderation; and zeal of Jeremiah, whom the jews 
threatened with death, ought to be imitated by all Chrifians, 
particularly the miniflers of the gofpel, who would alfo do 
well to obferve what is faid of the falle Prophets; to the end uncy 

~ may never flatter finners, by a bare compliance and connivance at 
their fins, The People ‘fhould likewife Iearn to hearken to the 


true fervants of God, who declare his will with faithfulnefs and 
without difguiie. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. AXXIX, 


- XXVIII. 6 The prophet Feremiah frid, Awen, &c.J Jeremiah 
knew that the contrary would take place ; but to convince hiin how 
dearly he loved his country, he withed earneftly that his predictions 
might be fulfilled. 

16 Y his year thou fhalt div, Bc ] Thi: veas the ftrongeft proof. that 
Could be given, that Jeremiah was not an impoftor 3 andiao doubt it 
made a do:; iepreffion on the minds of fome of the people, when the 
event took place, 

XXIX, 


Pet 


scicre 


fpake unto me in the houfe of the Lorp, in the pre-CHRisr 


598. 


- 


ha Ch EOL IIE EN IE EOE: n— 
Feremrah’s letter tothecaptive Feus. CHAP. XKX. 


Befove 
CHRIST 
559° 


606. 


OW thefe are the words of the letter thar Jere- 

miah the prophet fent from Jerufalem unto the 
refidue of elders which were carried away captives, 
and to the priefts, and to the prophets, and toall the 
peopie whem Nebuchadnezzar had carried away cap- 
tive, from jerufalem to Babylon ; . 

2 (Aiter that Jeconiah the king, and the queen, 
and the cunuchs, the princes of Judah and Jerufalem, 
and the carpenters, and the {miths, were departed from 
Jerufalem ) 7 


3 By the hand of Elafah the fon of Shaphan, and Ge- | 


mariah the fon of Hilkiah, (whom Zedekiah king of 
Juaah fent unto Babyloa to Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon) faying, 

4 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of Ifracl, 
unto all that are carried away captives, whom I have 
caufedtobecarried away from Jerufalem unto Babylon, 

5 Build ye houfes, and dwell zz them; and plant 
gardens, and eat the fruit of them ; 

6 Take ye wives, and beget fonsand daughters; and 
take wives for your fons, and give your daughters ro 
hufbands, that they may bear fons and daughters ; thar 
they may be increafed there, and nor diminifhed. 

7 And feek the peace of the. city whither I have 
caufed you to be carried away captives, and pray unto 


the Lorp forit: for in the peace thereof fhall ye have | 


peace. 
8 4 For thus faith the Lorp of hofts the God of 


Jfrael; Let not your prophets and your diviners, that 
be in the midit of you, deceive you, neither hearken to 
your dreams which: ye caufe to be dreamed. 

g For they prophefy falfely unto you in my name: 
Thave not fent them, faith the Lorn. 


10 @ For thus faith the Lorn, That after feventy - 


years be accomplifhed at Babylon I will vifit you, and 
perform my good word toward you, in caufing you to 
return to this place. 

11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward 
you, faith the Lorn, thoughts of peace, and not of 
evil, to give you an expected end. . 

12 Then fhall ye call upon me, end ye fhall go and 
pray unto me, and J will hearken unto you. 

13 And ye fhall feek me, and find we, when ye fhall 
fearch for me with all your heart. 

14 And I will be found of you, faith the Lorn: and 
J will turn away your captivity, and I will gather you 
from all the nations, and from all the places whither I 
have driven you, faith the Lorn; and I will bring you 
again into the place whence I] caufed you to be carried 
away captive. 

15 §| Becaufe ye have faid, The Lorp hath raifed 
us up prophets in Babylon ; 

16 now that thus faith the Lerp of the king that 
fitteth upon the throne of David, and of all the people 
that dwelleth in this city, avd of your brethren that are 
mot gone forth with you into captivity. 

17 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts; Behold, J will 
fend upon them the {fword, and the famine, and the 
peftilence, and will make them like vile figs, that can- 
not be eaten they are fo evil. 

18 And I will perfecute them with the fword, with 
the famine, and with the peftilence, and will deliver 
them to be removed toall the kingdoms of the earth, 
to be a curfe and an aftonifhment, and an hiffing, and 
a reprvach, among all the nations whither I have 
driven them : 

_ 19 Becaufe they have not’ hearkened to my words, 
faith the Lonp, which ] fent unto them by my fervants 





XNUX. 10 J awill wift you, Scc.] That is, your pofterity. This 
pone was made in order to fupport them under their afflictions, to 
keep their minds fixed, trufting in God, that they might not defpair 
of nis mercy nor join the heathens in their idolatry. 

22 Ihom the king of Babylon roafled in the fire, &c.] This cruel pu- 
nifiment was common in the ealt, and often uled under the perfecution 
of the primitive Chritians by Dioclefian; it was alfo infliéted by the 
Roman emperors and, after them, by the mercilefs papifts, who burn 
proteiants, whom they call heretics. 

“L 





The judgment of Shemaiah, 


the prophets, rifing up early and fending them ; but ye eee 


would not hear, faith the Lorn. 
20 J Hear ye therefore the word of the Lorp, all 

ye of the captivity, whom I have fent from Jcrufalem 

to Babylon: . 

21% Thus faith the Lorp of *9fts, ‘the God of Ifrael, 
of Ahab the fon of Kolaiah, and of Zedekiah che fon of 
Maafeiah, which prophefy a lie unto you in my name; 
Behold, I will deliver them into the hand of Nebu- 
chadrezzar king of Babylon; and he fhali flay them 
before your cyes ; 

22 And of them fhall be taken up a curfe by all the 
captivity of Judah which are in Babylon, faying, The 
Lorp make thee like Zedekiah and like Ahab, whom 
the king of Babylon roafted in the fire; 

23 Becaufe they have committed villany in Ifrael, 
and have committed adultery with their neighbours’ 
wives, and ‘have fpoken lying words in my name, 
which ] have not commanded them ; even I know, and 
am a witnefs, {faith the Lorp. 

24.9 Thus fhalt thou alfo fpeak toShemaiah the Ne- 
helamite, faying, 

25 Thus fpeaketh the Lorp of hofts, the God of 
Ifrael, faying, Becaufe thou hait fent letters in thyname 
unto all the people that are at Jerufalem, and to Ze~ 
phaniah the fon of Maafeiah the pricft, and to all the 
pricfts, faying, ; 

26 The Lorn hath made thee prieft in the ftead of 
Jehoiada the prieft, that ye fhould be officers in the 
houfe of the Lorp, for every man shat is mad, and 
maketh himfelf a prophet, that thou fhouldeft puthim 
in prifon, and inthe ftocks. 

27 Now therefore why haft thou not reproved Je. 
remiah of Anathoth, which maketh himfelf a prophet 
to you? : 

28 For therefore he fent unto us 7 Babylon, This 
captivity is long: build ye houfes and dwell iz them; 
and plant gardens, and cat the fruit of them. 

29 And Zephaniah the prieft read this letrer in the 
cars of Jeremiah the prophet. 

30 FY Then came the word of the Lorp unto Jere- 
miah, faying, 

_ 31 Send toall them of thecaptivity, faying, Thus 
faith the Lorp concerning Shemaiah the Nehelamite ; 
Becaufe that Shemaiah hath prophefied unto you, and 
J fent him not, and he caufed you to truft ina lie: 

. 32 Therefore thus faith the Lorn; Behold, I will 

punifh Shemaiah the Nehclamite; and his feed: he 

fhall not have a man to dwell among this people; mei-~ 
ther fhall he b&hold the good chat I will dofor my peo. 
ple, faith the Lorn; becaufe he hath taught rebellion 
again{t the Lorp. 

CHAP. XXX. 

1 Godfaeweth Feremiah the return of the Fews, 4 and their 
deliverance out of their trouble. to He comforteth Fa~ 
cob, 18 and promifeth the Fews a gracious reeftablifo- 
ment. - 

HE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorn, 

faying, 

2 Thus {peaketh the Lorp God of Ifrael, faying, 
Write thee all the words that | have fpoken unto thee 
in a book. 

3 For, lo, the days come, faith the Lorn; that [ will 
bringagain thecaptivity of my people Ifrael and Judah, 
faith the Lorp: and I will! caufe them to return to the 
land that I gave to their fathers, and they fhall poffefs it. 

4. 9 And thefe are the werds that the Lorp fpake 
concerning Ifrael and concerning Judah. 


5 For 





Generat Rerrectrions on Chap. XXVIII. XXIX. 


From the fudden death of Hananiah, the falfe prophet, we fee that di- 
vine vengeance purfues thofe who refit God and his holy word, and 
that it is often difplayed in a remarkable manner upon falfe minifters 
and falfe teachers. Such examples fhould fill with dread all fuch as 
exercife the facred miniftry in the church ; and alfo put us upon our 
guard againtt falfe teaches, by attending to the exhortation of our 


Lord concerning them. 
COMMENTARY 


HRIST 
606. 


598. 


606. 


The re-eftablifhment of the Fews promfed. JEREMIAH. 


’ Before 
CHRIST ,¢ trembling, of fear, and not of peace. 


606. 


Lt 


5 For thus faith the Lorp: We have heard a voice 


6 Afk ye now, and fee whether a man doth travail 
with child? wherefore do I fee every man with his 
hands on his loins, asa woman in travail, and all faces 
are turned into palenefs ? 

7 Alas! for that day is great, fo that none is like it: 
it zs even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he fhall be 
faved out of it. 

8 For it thall come to pafs in that-day, faith the 
Lorp of hofts, that 1 will break his yoke from off thy 
neck, and will burft thy bonds, and ftrangers fhal] no 
more ferve themfelves of him: : 

g But they fhall ferve the Lorp their God, and Da- 
vid their king, whom I will raife up unto them. 


‘| 10 & Therefore fear thou not, O my fervant Jacob, 


faith the Lonp ; neither be difmayed, O Ifrael : for, lo, 
I will fave thee from afar, and thy feed from the land 
of their captivity ; and Jacob {hall return, and fhall be 
in reft, and be quiet, and none fhall make him afraid. 

11 For I am with thee, faith the Lorn, to fave thee: 
though I make a full end of all nations whither I have 
{cattered thee, yet I will nor make a full end of thee: 
but I will correct thee in meafure, and will not leave 
thee altogether unpunifhed. 

12 For thus faith the Lorp, Thy bruife zs incurs 
able, and thy wound zs grievous. 

_ 13 There ts none to plead thy caufe, that thou mayeft 
be bound up: thou haft no healing medicines. 

14 All thy Jgvers have forgotten thee; they feck 
thee not; for I have wounded thee with the wound of 
an enemy, with the chaftifement ofa cruel onc, for the 
multitude of thine iniquity ; Jecaufe thy fins were in- 
-ercafed. , 

1s Why crieft thou ‘for thine affliction? thy forrow 


- #s incurable for the multitude of thine iniquity : becau/e 


thy fins were increafed, 1 have donc thefe things unto 
thee. 

16 Therefore all they that devour thee fhall be de- 
voured ; and all thine adverfarics, cvery onc of them, 
fhall go into captivity , and they that fpoil thee fhall 
be a fpoil, and all that prey upon thee will I give for 
a prey. 

17 For I will reftore health unto thee, and I will 
heal thee of thy ‘wounds, faith the Lorp; becaufe 
they called thee an Outcatt, /aying, This is Zion, whom 
no man feeketh after. 

18 4 Thus faith the Lorpv ; Behold, I will bring 
again the captivity of Jacob’s tents, and have mercy 
on his dwelling-places ; and the city {gall be builded 
upon her own heap, and the palace fhall remain after 
the manner thereof. 

ig And out of them fhall proceed thankfgiving 
and the voice of them that make merry: and I will 
multiply them, and they fhall not be few; 1 will alfo 
glorify them, and they fhall not be fmall. 

20 Their children alfo fhall be as aforetime, and 
their congregation fhall be eftablifhed before me, and 
XE will punifh all that -opprefs them. 

zt And their nobles fhall be of themfelves, and 
their governor fhall proceed from the midft of them ; 
and I will caufe him to draw near, and he fhall ap- 
proach unto me: for who is this that engaged his 
heart to approach unto me? faith the Lorp. 

23 And ye fhall bemy people, and J will be yourGod. 

23 § Behold, the whirlwind of the Lorp gocth 
forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind : it hall fall 
with pain upon the head of the wicked. 


re A 


COMMENTARY anoNOTES on CHAP. XXX, XXXI. 


XXX. 9 But they foallferve, &c.} By David, in this verfe, is meant 
vhe Meffiah: the word, in Hebrew, fignifies, Beloved, the beloved 
Son of God, and the king and head of his church. 

13 Yhere is none to plead thy caufe, &c.] There-are none who, by 
their interceffion with God, endeavour to avert his difpleafure, : 

21 Who ts this that engaged bis heart, &c.] Who is there except 
the Mefliah, that is fo entirely devoted to my fervice ? The words 
Sikhu xe, “ Whois this?” have an emphafis in the original, ‘that can- 


intents of his heart: in the latter days ye fha!l confi. 


der it. 
CHAP. XXXI. 
1 The reftoration of Iracl. 22 Chrift is promifed. 
Gou’s care for bis church. 
T the fame time, faith the Lorp, will I be the 
God of all the families of Ifracl, and they fhall 
be my people. 

2 Thus faith the Lorp, The people which were left 
of the fword found grace in the wildernefs ; even [frael, 
when I went to caufe him to reft. 

The Lorn hath appeared of old unto me, /aying, 
Yea, J have loved thee with an everlafting love : there- 
fore with lovingkindnefs have I drawn thee. 

4 Again J will build thee, and thou fhalt be buil:, 
O virgin of Ifracl: thou thalt again be adorned with 
tabrets, and fhalr go forth in the dances of them thar 
make merry. . 

5 Thou fhalt yet plant vines upon the mountains 
of Samaria: the planters fhall planr, and fhall eat 
/bem as common things. 

6 For there fhall be a day, that the watchmen upon 
the mount Ephraim fhall cry, Arife ye, and let us go 
up to Zion unto the Lorp our God. 

7 For thus faith the Lorn; Sing with gladnefs for 
Jacob, and fhout among the chief of the nations: 
publith ye, praife ye, and fay, O Lorn, fave thy peo- 
ple, the remnant of Ifrael. 

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north country, 
and gather them from the coafts of the earth, and with 
them the blind and the lame, the woman with child 
and her that travaileth with child together: a great 
company thal! return thither, 

9 They fhall come with wecping, and with fuppli- 
cations will Llead them : J will caule them to walk by 
the rivers of waters ina ftraight way, wherein they thall 
not tumble; for Jam a father to Ifrael, and Ephraim 
ismy firftborn. 

10 Hear the word of the Lorn, O ve nations, and 
declare ## in the iffes afar off, and tay, He thac {cape 
tered Sfracl will gather him, and keep him, as a fhep- 
herd doth his flock. ts 

11 For the Lorp hath redcemed Jacob,and ranfomed 
him from the hand of bin that was {tronger chan he. 

12 Therefore they fhall come and fing in the heighr 
of Zion, and fhall flow together to the goodnels cf the 
Lorp, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil, and for the 
young of the Hock and of the herd: and their foul fhalk 
be as a watered garden; and they fhall not forrow any 
more at all, 

13 Then fhall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both 
young men and old together: for I will turn their 
mourning into joy, and will comfort them, and make 
them rejoice from their forrow. 

14 And I will fatiate the foul of the priefts with 
fatnefs, and-my people fhiall be fatisfied with my good- 
nefs, faith. the Lorp. 

1§ & Thus faith the Lono; A voice was heard in 
Ramah, lamentation, and bitter weeping ; Rahel weep- 
ing for her children, refufed to be comforted for her 
children, becaufe they were not. 

16 Thus faith the Lorp; Refrain thy voice from 
weeping, and thine eyes from tears: for thy work fhalk 
be rewarded, faith the Lorop; and they fhall come again 
from the land of the enemy. 

17 And there is hope in thine end, faith rhe Lorp, 

that 


27 


rer, 
not be expreffed in another language, and are fpoken by way of ad- 
miration. 

24 In the latter days ye foall confider it.] Or rather, urderftand ic; 
namely, the nature of thefe prophecies, and turn to the Lord their 
God, to be accepted as members of Chrift’s kingdom. 

XXXII. 15 A voice was heard in Ramah—Rabel weeping, &c.] 
The prophet here gives a lively defcription of the flaughter of the 
innocent children of Bethlehem, who were maffacred by order of Herod 
the Great, at the time of our Saviour’s birth, This was preditted 


near fix hundred vears bemre. 
18 Yara 


The reftoration of Hrael, 


24 The fierce anger of the Lorp shall not return, Before 
until he have done #t, and until he have pertormed the CARIsT 





CHAP. XXXII. Feremiah buyeth Hanameel’s field. 


Ephraim repenting findeth mercy. 


Before that thy children fhall come again to their own border. 36 If thofe ordinances depart from before me, faith Before 


the Lorp, shen the feed of Ifrael alfo fhall ceafe from aretha , 


CHRIST 18 @ I have furely heard Ephraim bemoaning him- 
felf thus ; ‘Thou haft chaftifed me, and I was chattifed, 
as a bullock unaccuftomed fo the yokes, turn thou me, 
and I fhall be turned; for thou ar? the Lorp my God. 

19 Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and 
after that I was inftructed, I fmote upon my thigh: I 
was afhamed, yea, even confounded, becaufe I did bear 
the reproach of my youth. . 

20 fs Ephraim my dear fon? is be a pleafant child ? 
for fince I fpake againft him, I do earneftly remember 
him ftill: therefore my bowels are troubled for him ; 
I will furely have mercy upon him, faith the Lorp. 

21 Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: 
fet thine heart toward the highway, even the way which 
thou wenteft: turn again, O virgin of Ifrael, turn again 
to thefe thy cities. 

22 4{ How long wilt thou go about, O thou back- 
Niding daughter? for the Lorp hath created a new 
thing in the earth, A woman fhall compafs a man. 

23 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of Ifracl ; 
As yet they fhall ufe this fpeech in the Jand of Judah 
and in the cities thereof, when J fhall bring again their 
captivity; The Lorp blefs thee, O habitation of juf- 
tice, and mountain of holinefs. 

24 And there fhall dwell in Judah itfelf, and in all 
the cities thereof together, hufbandmen, and they that 
go forth with flocks. 

25 ForI have fatiated the weary foul, and I have re- 
plenifhed every forrowful foul. 

26 Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my fleep 
was fwect unto me. . : 

27 J Behold, the days come, faith the Lorn, that I 
will fow the houfe of Ifrael and the houfe of Judah with 
the feed of man, and with the feed of beaft. 

28 And it fhall come to pafs, chat iike as I have 
watched over them, to pluck up, and to break down, 
and to throw down, and to deftroy, and to afflict; fo 
will 1 watch over them, to build, and to pianr, faith 
the Lorp. 

29 YJ In thofe days they fhall fay nomore. The fa- 
thers have eaten a four grape, and the children’s teeth 
are fet on edge. Site 

30 But every one fhall die for his own iniquity : 
eycry man that eateth the four grape, his teeth fhall be 
fer on edge. . 

31 4 Behold, the days come, faith the Lorp, that I 
will make a new covenant with the houfe of Ifrael, and 
with the houfe of Judah: , 

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with 
their fathers in the day ¢hat I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt ; which my cove- 
nant they brake, although I was an hufband unto them, 
faith the Loro: : 

33 But this hall be the covenant that I will: make 
.with the houfe of Ifracl; After thofe days, faith the 
Lorp, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
“write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and 
they fhall be my people. 

34 And they fhall teach no more every man his 
neighbour, and every man his brother, faying, Know 
the Lory: for they fhall all know me, from the leaft 
of thém unto the greateft of them, faith the Lorp: for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their 
fin no more. 


35 ¥[ Thus faith the Lorn, which giveth the fun for 
a light by day, avd the ordinances of the moon and of 


-the ftars for a light by night, which divideth the fea 
when the waves thereof roar; The Lorp of hofts ¢s his 


“name: 





18 Turn thou me and I feall be turned, &c.| Turn my heart by thy 
preventing grace, and then I fhall be effe€tually changed. 

‘ge The Lord bath created a ntw thing in the carth, &c.] Moft Chrif- 
tian writers underftand this paflage of the miraculous conception of 
our Redéemer by the virgin Mary, 

40 The valley of the dead botics, &C.} Tophet, a cammon bury- 

* Ing-place. 

No. 5:. 


being a nation before me for ever. 

37 Thus faith the Lory; If heaven above can be 
meafured, and the foundation of the carth fearched 
out beneath, I will alfo caft off all the feed of lfrael for 
all that they have done, faith the Lorp. 

38 | Behold, the days come, faith the Lorp, that 
the city fhall be buile to the Lorp from the tower of 
Hananeel unto the gate of the corner. 

‘39 And the meafuring line fhall yet go forth over- 
againft it upon the hill Gareb, and ihall compa{s about 
to Goath. . 

40 And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of 
the afhes, and all the fields unto the brook of Kidron, 
unto the corner of the horfegate toward the eaft, fall 
ée holy unto the Lorn; it fhall be plucked up, nor 
thrown down any more for ever. 


CHAP. XXXII. 


1 Feremiah’s imprifoument: 16 bis complaint. 26 The 
caplivity confirmed. 36  promife of return. 
HE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp in 
the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, which 
was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar. 

2 For then the king of Babylon’s army befieged 
Jerufalem; and Jeremiah the prophet was {hut up in 
the court of the prifon, which was inthe king of Ju- 
dah’s houfe. 

3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had fiut him up, 
faying, Wherefore doft thou prophefy, and fay, Thus 


faith the Lorne; Behold, I will give this city into the’ 


nand of the king of Babylon, and he fhall take it ; 

4 And Zedekiah king of Judah thall not efcape out 
of the hand of the Chaldeans, but fhall furely be de- 
livered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and fhall 
{peak with him mouth to mouth, and his eyes fhall be- 
hold his eyes ; 

5 And he fhall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and there 
thall he be until I vifir him, faith the Lorp: though 
ye fight with the Chaldeans, ye fhall not profper. 

6 §[ And Jeremiah faid, The word of the Lorp 
came unto me, faying, 

7 Behold, Hanameel the 4on of Shallum thine uncle 
fhall come unto thee, faying, Buy thee my field that 
zs in Anathoth: for the right of redemption 7s thine to 
buy #. . 

8 So Hanameel mine uncle’s fon came to me in the 
court of the prifon, according to the word of the Lorp, 
and faid unf me, Buy my field, I pray thee, that zs in 
Anathoth, which zs in the country of Benjamin: for 
the right of inheritance zs thine, and the redemption 
is thine; buy it for thyfelf. Then I knew that this 
was the word of the Lorp. 

g And I bought the field of Hanameel my uncle’s 
fon, that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the mo- 
ney, ever feventeen fhekels of filver. 

10 And J fubfcribed the evidence, and fealed it, 
and took witneffes, and weighed bim the money in the 
balances. 

11 So I took the evidence of the purchafe orb that 
which was fealed according to the law and cuftom, and 
thar which was open: , 

12 And I gave the evidence of the purchafe unto 


Baruch the fon of Neriah, the fon of Maafeiah, in the . 


fight of Hanameel mine uncle’s fon, and in the prefence 
of the witnefics thar fubfcribed the book of the pur- 
chafe, before all the Jews that fat in the court of the 
prifon. 
13 @ And I charged Baruch before them, faying, 
14. Thus 





Generau Rerrections on Chap. XXX. XXXI. 
Herein are difplayed the infinite power, juitice, trath, and fairhfalnely 
of God towards his people ; we thould therefore meditate on his co- 
venant, beg of him to enlighten us with the knowledge of himfe!f, 
to pardon our fins, and manifeft it by putting his law in our hearts, 
Bon ehtine in our inner parts, that we may- be his people, and he 


may always be our God. 
IN COMMENTARY 


590. 


£ : . ; - ,. Z | 
God's threats againft Fudah confirmed, JEREMIAH. with promife of a gracious return, 


Before 14 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God of Ifrael ; 
Seer Take thefe evidences, this evidence of the purchafe, 


both which is fealed, and this evidence which is open ; 
and put them in an earthen veffel, that they may con- 
tinue many days. 

1s For thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God of 
ifrael ; Houfes and fields, and vineyards fhall be pof- 
feffed again in this land. 

16 4 Now when I had delivered the evidence of the 
purchafe unto Baruch, the fon of Neriah, I prayed 
unto the Lorn, faying, 

17 Ah Lorp God! behold, thou haft made the hea- 
ven and the earth by thy great power and ftretched 
out arm, and there is nothing too hard for thee: 

18 Thou fheweft loving kindnefs unto thoufands, 
and recompenfeft the iniquity of the fathers into the 
bofom of their children after them: the Great, the 
Mighty God, the Lorp of hofts, is his name, 

1g Great in counfel, and mighty in work: for thine 
eyes are open upon all the ways of the fons of men: to 
give every one according to his ways,‘ and according 
to the fruit of his doings : 

20 Which haft fet figns and wonders in the land of 
Egypt, even unto this day, and in Ifracl, and among 
otber men ; and haft made thee a name, as at this day ; 

‘21 And haft brought forth thy people Ifrael out of 
the land of Egypt with figns, and with wonders, and 
with a ftrong hand, and witha ftretched out arm, and 
with great terror ; 

22 And haft given them this land, which thou didft 
{wear to their fathers to give them, a land flowing 
with milk and honey ; 

23 And they came in, and poffeffed it: but they 
obeyed not thy voice, neither walked in thy law; they 
have done nothing of all that thou commandedft them 
to do; therefore thou haft caufed all this evil to come 
apon them : 

24. Behold themounts, they arecome unto the city to 
takeit; and the city is given intothe hand of the Chal- 
deans, that fight againft it, becaufe of the fword, and 
of the famine, and of the peftilence: and what thou 
haft fpoken is come to pafs ; and, behold, thou feeft z+. 

25 And thou haft faid unto me, O Lord Gop, Buy 
thee the field for money, and take witneffes; for the 
city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

26 YJ Then came the word of the Lorp unto Jere- 
miah, faying, ; 

27 Behold, I am the Lorp, the God of all flefh: is 
there any thing too hard for me? 

28 Therefore thus faith the Lorp; Bghold, I will 
give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, and into 
the hand of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, and he 
fhall take it : 

2g And the Chaldeans that fight againft this city, 
fhall come and fet fire on this city, and burn it with 
the houfes, upon whofe roofs they have offered incenfe 
unto Baal, and poured out drink offerings unto other 
gods, to provoke me to anger. 

30 For the children of Ifrael and the children of 
Judah have only done evil before me from their youth: 
for the children of Ifrael have only provoked me to an- 
ger with the work of their hands, faith the Lorp. 

31 For this city hath been to me asa provocation of 
mine anger and of my fury from the day that they built 
itevern unto this day; that I fhould remove it from 
before my face, 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXII. 


19 Great in counfel, and mighty in work, &c.] Who art infinitely 
wife in ordering all events, and in putting all ‘thy decrees in exe- 
gution. 

25 The city is given, &c.] In the determined purpofe of God, and 
therefore is confidered as done. 

- 37 2 will caufe them*to dwell fafely.] This relates to the future 
galling of the Jews, whenthey fhould be brought,to embrace the doc- 
trines che pene . 

40 Lwwill make an everlaftiug covenant with them, &c.] The blef- 

_ &ngs of my covenant in their behalf fhall never be abolifhed. 


. 32 Becaufe of all the evil of the children of [frae] Befor 
and of the children of Judah, which they have done roCHRIST 
5 


provoke me to anger, they, their kings, their princes, 
their priefts, and their prophets, and, the men of Ju: 
dah, and the inhabitants of Jerufalern. 

33. And they have turned unto me the back, and nor 
the face: though I taught them, rifing up early and 
teaching them, yet they have not hearkened to receive 
infiruction. i 

34 But they fer their abominations in the houfe, 
which is called by my name, to defile it. 

35 And they built the high places of Baal, which 
are in the valley of the fon of Hinnon, to caufe their 
fons and their daughters to pafs through the fire unto 
Molech ; which 1 commanded them not, neither came 
it into my mind, that they fhould do this abomination, 
to caufe Judah to fin. 


36 4] And now therefore thus faith the Lorn, the. 


God of Ifrael, concerning this city, whereof ye fay, It 

fhall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon 

by the fword, and by the famine, and by the peftilence ; 

37 Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, 
whither I have driven them in mine anger, and in my 
fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again 
unto this place, and I will caufe thern to dwell fafely: 
ase And they flall be my people, and I will be their 

Od : 

39 And I will give them one heart, and one way, 
that they may fear me for ever, for the good of them, 
and of their children after them : 

40 And I will make an everlafting covenant with 
them, that1 will not turn away from them, to do them 
good ; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they 
fhall not depart from me. 

41 Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, 
and I will plant them in this land affuredly with my 
whole heart and with my whole foul. 

42 For thus faith the Lorp; Likeas I have brought 
all this great evil upon this people, fo will I bringupon 
them all the good-that I have promifed them, 

43 And fields fhall be bought in this land, whereof 
ye fay, Zt is defolate without man or beaft; it is given 
into the hand of the Chaldeans. 

44 Men fhall buy fields for money, and fubfcribe 
evidences, and feal sbem, and take witricffes in rhe land 
of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerufalem, and 
in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the moun- 
tains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the cities 
of the fouth : for I will caufe their captivity to return, 
faith the Loxp. 

CHAP. XXXIII- 

i God reneweth bis promife to the captive Jews of a graei- 
ous return, 10 @ joyful flaje, 12 and fetlled peace. 15 
Chrift, the Branch of righteoufne/s, is promifed. : 

‘“OREOVER the word of the L-orp came unto 
Jeremiah the fecond time, while he was yet fhut 
up.in the court of the prifon, faying, 

2 Thus faith the Lorn the maker thereof, the Lorp 
that formed it, to eftablithit; the Lorp zs his name; 

3 Call unto me, and I will anfwer thee, and fhew thee 
great and mighty things, which thou knoweft not. 

4. For thus faith the Lorn, the God of Ifrael, con 
cerning the houfes of this city, and concerning the 
houfes of the kings of Judah, which are thrown down 
by the mounts, and by the {word ; 

5 They cometo fight with the Chaldeans, but it is 

.to 
re 
Generar Rerriectiowns on Chap. XXXII. 

The inftruction we are to reap from hence is, that mpthing is impofible 
to God; that we muit always truft in his promifes, and never quef= 
tion the performance of them, let appearances be ever fo unfavour- 
able; for his goodnefs and mercy, which fucceeds his wrath, will 
ever be extended to the converted and truly hurmble. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XXXII]. XXXIV. 
XXXIU. 3 Call unto me,.and I will anfwer thse, &c.] This de- 

claration fhews the readinefs of God tocomply with the Arf intimasi- 


ons of the defires of his fervants. 
4 a7 David 


Chrift, the righteous Branch, promifed. CHAP. XXXIV. The captivity of Zedehiah, Ec. 


faying, The two families which the Lorp hath chofen, Before, 


- Before to fill them with the dead bodies of men, whom I have 
he hath even caft them off? thus they have defpifed cee 


CHRIST ain in mine anger and in my fury, and for all whofe 


599° 


wickednefs I have hid my face from this city. 

6 Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and [ will 
cure them, and will reveal unto them the abundance of 
peace and truth. , : 

7 And I will caufe the captivity of Judah and the 
captivity of Ifrael to return, and will build them, as at 
the firft. 

8 And I will cleanfe them from all their iniquity, 
whereby they have finned again& me; and I will pardon 
all their iniquities, whereby they have finned, and 
whereby they have tranfgreffed againft me. 

9 And it fhall be to mea name of joy, a praife and 
and honour before all the nations of the earth, which 


my people, that they fhould be no more a nation be- 
fore them. 

_25 Thus faith the Lorp; If my covenant de not 
with day and night, aud if I have not appointed the 
ordinances of heaven and earth; _ 

26 Then will I caft away the feed of Jacob, and 
David my iervant, /o that I will not take any of his 
feed to be rulers over the feed of Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob: for I will caufe their captivity to return, and 
have mercy on them. 

CHAP. XXXIV. 
1 Jeiemiah prophefieth the deftruction of Ferufalem, and 
the fate of Zedekiah. 12 The Fews difobedience. 


fhall hear all the good that I'do unto them: and they ae word which came unto Jeremiah from the  go1. 
fhall fear aud tremble for all the goodnefs and for all Lorp, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 
the profperity that I procure unto it. and all his army, and all the kingdoms of the earth of 

10 J Thus faith the Lorp; Again there fhall be his dominion, and all. the people, fought againft Jeru~ 
heard in this place, which ye fay /hal/ be defolate with- falem, and againft all the cities thereof, faying, 
ouc man, and without beaft, even in the cities of Judah, 2 Thus faith the Lorn, the God of Ifrael ; Go and 
and in the ftreets of Jerufalem, that are defolate, with- fpeak to Zedekiah king of Judah, and tell him, Thus 
out man, and without inhabitant, and without beatt. faith the Lorp ; Behold, I will give this city into the 

it The voice of joy, and the voice of gladnefs, the hand oftheking of Babylon, and he fhall burn it with fre: 
voice of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, 3 And thou fhalt not efcape out of his hand, but 
the voice of them that fhall fay, Praife the Lorp of fhalt furely be taken, and delivered into his hand; and 
hofts: for the Lorp fs good; for his mercy endureth thine eyes fhall behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, 
for ever: and of them that fhall bring the facrifice of and he fhall fpeak with thee mouth to mouth, and thou 
praife into the houfeof the Lorp. For I will caufe to fhalt go to Babylon. 
return the captivity of the land, as at the firft, faith the 4 Yet hear the word of the Lorn, O Zedekiah king 
Lorop. of Judah; Thus faith the Lorp of thee, Thou fhalt 

12] Thus faith the Lorp of hof'ls; Again in this not die by the fword: 
place, which is defolate without man and without beatt, 5 But thou fhalt die in peace: and with the burn- 

‘ and in all the cities thereof, fhall be an habitation of ings of thy fathers, the former kings which were before 
fhepherds caufing their flocks to He down. thee, fo fhall they burn odours for thee; and they will 

13 In the cities of the mountains, in the cities of the lament thee, faying, Ah lord! for I have pronounced 
vale, and in the cities of the fouth, and in the land of the word, faith the Lorp. 

Benjamin, and in the places about Jerufalem, and in. 6 Then Jeremiah the prophet fpake all thefe words 
the cities of Judah, fhall the flocks pafs again under unto Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerufalem, 
the hands of him that telleth them, faith the Lorn. 7 When the king of Babylon’s army fought againft 

14 Behold, the days come, faith the Lorn, that I 44. Jerufalem, and againft all the cities of Judah that were 
will perform that good thing which I have promifed left, againft Lachifh, and againft Azekah: for thefe 
unto the houfe of Ifrael and to the houfe of Judah. defenced cities remained of the cities of Judah. 

¥5 4[ In thofe days, and at that time, will I caufe 8 { This zs the word that came unto Jeremiah from 
the Branch of righteoufnefs to grow up unto David ; the Lorn, after that the Ring Zedekiah had made a 
and he fhall execute judgment and righteoufnefs in covenant with all the people which were at Jetufalem, 
the Jand. to proclaim liberty unto them ; . 

16 In thofe days fhall Judah be faved, and Jerufalem g That every man fhould let his manfervant, and 
fhall dwell fafely = and this is the name wherewith fhe every man his maidfervant, deing an Hebrew or an He- 
fhall be called, The Lorn our righteoufnefs. brewefs, go free; that noné fhould ferve himfelf of 

17 {| For thus faith the Loro; David fhall never them, fe wit, of a Jew his brother. 
sant a man to fit upon the throneof the houfe of Ifrael; 10 Now when all the princes, and all the people, 

18 Neither fhall the priefts the Levites want aman |} ‘which had entered into the covenant, heard that every 
before me to offer burnt offerings, and to kindle meat one fhould Jet his'‘manfervant, and every one'his maid- 
offerings, and to do facrifice continually. fervant, go free, that none fhould ferve themfelves of 

1g & And the word of the Lorp came unto Jere- them any more, then they obeyed, and let them go. 
miah, faying, > 15 But afterward they turned, and caufed the fer- Fe 


-20 q Thus faith the Lorp; If ye can break my co- 
venant of the day, and my covenant of the night, and 
that there fhould not be day and night in their feafon ; 

21 Lhen may alfo my covenant be broken with Da- 
vid my fervant, that he fhould not have a fon to reign 
upon his throne; and with the Levites the priefts, my 
minifters. A Me hs 

22 As the hott of heaven cannot be numbered, nei- 

ther the fand of the fea meafured: fo will I multiply 
the feed of David my fervant, and the Levites that mi- 
hifter unto me. 

23 4 Moreover the word of the Lorp' came to Je- 
remiah, faying, ; 

24 Confidereft thou not what this peoplc have fpoken, 





17 David fall never want a man, Sc.) This promife is fulfilled in 
the Meffiah, who is become the everlafting king and prieft of his people, 
and whofe kingdom fhall have no end. 

XXXIV. 14 At che end of. fever years, &c.] The feventh year 
was the year of releafe: fervants were to remain but fix years with 
their mafters, and were to be seleafed to their liberty at the begin- 





vants and the handmaids, whom they had let go free, to 
return, and brought them into fubjection for fervants 
and for handmaids. 

12 4 Therefore the word of the Lorp came to Je- 
remiah from the Lorp, faying, | 

13 Thus faith the Lorn, the God of Ifrael ; I made 
a covenant with your fathers in the day that I brought 
them forth out of the land of Egypt, out of the houfe 
of bondmen, faying, 

14 At the end of feven years let ye go every man 
his brother an Hebrew, which hath been fold unto thee; 
and when he hath ferved thee fix years, thou fhalt let 
him go free from thee; but your fathers hearkened not 
unto me, neither inclined their ear... 

15 And 





ning of the feventh. But this command had been long difregarded. 
Now if we reckon the whole feventy years captivity as a punifhment 
for this negleét, it will follow, that (multiplying feventy by feven) 
the Jaw for obferving thofe fabbatic years ad not been attended to 
for abont four hundred and ninety years, See ver. 17. 


GEneraL 


"The obedience of toe Rechabites 


Before 


15 And ye were now turned, and had done rightin 


CHRIST my fight, in proclaiming liberty every man to his 
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inhabitant. 


neighbour; and ye had made a covenant before me in 
the houfe which is called by my name: ; 

16 But ye turned and polluted my name, and caufed 
every man his {fervant, and every man his handmaid, 
whom he had fet at liberty at their pleafure, to return, 
and brought them into fubjection, to be unto you for 
fervants and for handmaids. 

417 Therefore thus faith the Lorn; Ye have not 
hearkened ynto me, in proclaiming liberty, every one 
to his brother, and every man -to his neighbour: be- 
hold, I proclaim a liberty for you, faith the Lorp, to 


‘the {word, to the peftilence, and to the famine; and I 


will make you to be removed into all the kiggdoms of 
the earth. 

18 And I will give the men that have tranfgreffed 
my covenant, which have not performed the words of 
the covenant which they had made before me, when 
they cut the calf in twain, and paffed between the parts 
‘ thereof. 

19 The princes of Judah, and the princes of Jeru- 
falem, the eunuchs, and the priefts, and all the people 
of the land, which paffed between the parts of the calfs 

20 I will even give them into the hand of their ene- 
mies, and into the hand of them that feck their life: 
and their dead bodies fhall be for meat unto the fow}s 
of the heaven, and to the beafts of the earth. 

21 And Zedekiah king of Judah and his princes 
will I give into the hand ot their enemies, and into the 
hand-of them that feek their life, and into the hand 
of the king of Babylon’s army, which are gone up from 

ou. 
z 22 Behold, I will command, faith the Lorp, and 
caufe them to return to this city; and they fhall fght 
againft it, and take it, and burn it with fire: and I 
will make the cities of Judah a defolation withont an 


CHAP. XXXV. 
1 By the Rechabites obedience, 12 the Fes difobedience 
is condemned. 18 God bleffeth the Rechabites. 
HE word which came unto Jeremiah from the 
Lorn in the days of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah 
king of Judah, faying, 
_ 2 Gounto the honfe of the Rechabites, and fpeak 
‘unto them, and bring them into the houfe of the 
Lorp, into one of the chambers, and give them wine 
to drink. 

3 Then I took Jaazaniah the fon of Jeremiah, the 

fon of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his fons, 
and the whole houfe of the Rechabites ; 
_ 4 And I brought them into the houfe of the Lorn, 
into the chamber of the fons of Hanan, the fon of Ig- 
daliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the 
princes, which zwas above the chamber of Maafeiah the 
fon of Shallum, the keeper of the door: 

5 And I fet before the fons of the houfe of the He- 
chabites pots full of wine, and cups, and | faid unto 
them, Drink ye wine. , : 

6 But they faid, We will drink no wine: for Jona- 
dab the fon of Rechab our father commanded us, fay- 
ing, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your fons 
for ever. , ; 





-GENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXXII. XXXIV. 


The promifes herein contained relate to the Chriftian church, and 
the covenant of God in her.favour by Jefus Chrift; which will have 
their entire accomplifhment when the whole body of the Jews thall be 
converted. With refpeét to the condu& of Zedekiah and the Jews, 
who promifed liberty to the Jewifh fervants, in obedience to the law 
of God, but performed it not, we may obferve, that, as it happened 
to them, fo the hypocrify and infidelity of all fuch-fhall not go un- 
punifhed, 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. XXXV. 


2 Go unto the houfe of the Rechabites, &c.] They were defcended from 


the Kenites; were worlhippers of the true God, but not circumcifed. ; 


See 1 Chrov. iin 15. * ’ 
+ 8: Thus have we obeyed, &c.| +They conformed themfclves to his 


" injunétions near three hundred years. ? , 


“hoe 


JEREMIAH. 


rewarded with God’s bleffing. 


7 Neither fhall ye build houfe, nor fow feed, nor Before 


plant vineyard, nor have azy: but all your days ye 
thall dwellin tents; that ye may live many days in the 
land where ye de ftrangers. 

8 Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the 
fon of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged 
us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, 
our fons, nor our daughters ; 

9 Nor to build houfes for us to dwell in: neither 
have we vineyard, nor field, nor feed: 

10 But we have dwelc in tents, and have obeyed 
and done according to all that Jonadab our father com- 
manded us. 

tr But it came to pafs, when Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon came up into the land, that we faid, Come, 
and let us go to Jerufalem-for fear of the army of the 
Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: 
fo we dwell at Jerufalem. 

12 & Then came the word of the Lorn unto Jere- 
miah, fay ing, 

13 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of Ifrael ; 
Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem, Will ye nor receive inftruction to hearken 
to my words? faith the Lorp. 

14 The words of Jonadab the fon of Rechab, that 
he commanded his fons not to drink wine, are per- 
formed ; for unto this day they drink none, but obey 
their father’s commandment: notwithftanding I have 
{poker unto you, rifing early and fpeaking ; but ye 
hearkened not unto me. 

15 1 have fent alfo unto you all my fervants the pro- 
phets, rifing up early and fending them, faying, Return 
ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your 
doings and go not after other gods to ferve them, and 
ye fhall dwell in the land which I have given to you and 
to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor 
hearkened unto me. : 

16 Becaufe the fons of Joradab the fon of Rechab 
have performed the commandment of their father, 
which he commanded them; but this people hath not 
hearkened unto me: ‘ , 

17. Therefore thus faith the Lorp God of hofts, the 
God of Hrael; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and 
upon all the inhabitants of Jerufalem all the evil that I 
have pronounced againft them : becaufe F have fpoken 
unto them, but they have not heard; and I have called 
unto them, but they have not anfwered. 

18 4 And Jeremiah faid unto the houfe of the Re» 
chabites, Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God of Irael ; 
Becaufe ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab 

our father, and kept all his precepts, and done accord- 
ing unto all that he hath commanded you: . 

319 Therefore thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God 
of Ifrael ; Jonadab the fon of Rechab fhall not want a 
man to ftand before me for ever. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 
1 Feremiah’s prophecy is writ, and read: 20 Fehoiakim 
burns it: 29 His judgment. . 
Ae it came to pafs in the fourth year of Jehoi- 
akim the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, shat this 
word came unto Jeremiah trom the Lorp, faying, 

2 Take thee a roll of a book, and write therein all- 

the 





19 fonadab the fou of Rechab feali not want a man, &e.] Whea the 
main body of the Jewith nation are difperfed in their feveral captivities, 
fome of that family fhall remain to attend on my fervice, and long enjoy 
the privileges of worfhipping in my temple at Jerufalem, 

Generat RepirectTions on Chap. XXX. 

We are here taught, that they who do not fulfil the vows they have made 
to God, nor regard his covenant, mu.t expeét the pnn:fhments de~ 
nounced therein; while they who abferve the precepts required, fhall 
be blelfed of God, as the Rechabites were becaufe of their pious ob- 
fervance of their parent’s injunction. . : 

COMMENTARY anna NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI, XXXVII. 


| XXKXVI.o1, 3 It may be that the koufe Ff Fudah will bear, &c.} 
Expreffions of this fort indicate, that God's foreknowledge of future, 
events lays no réftraint on the will of man, nor takes away the liberty 


fF human aftions. 
: 5 - . # az The 


CHRIST 
607, 








Baruchreadeth the roll of heavy judgmenis. CHAP. XXXVII. Fehoiakim burneth the roll. .. 





hudi read it in the ears of the king, and in the ears of , Before 
all the princes which ftood befide the king. CHRIST: 
__22 Now the king fat in the winter-houfe in the ° 
ninth month : and there was a fre on the hearth burn 

ing before him. f 

23 And it came to pafs, ¢4at when Jehudi had read 
three or four leaves, he cut it with the penknife, and 
caft i# into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the 
roll was confumed in the fire that zas on the hearth. 

24 Yet they were not afraid, for rent their gar— 
ments, neither the king, nor any of his fervants that 
heard all thefe words. : 

25 Neverthelefs Elnathan and Delaiah atid Gemari-_ 

ah had made interceffion to the king that he would 
not burn the roll: but he would not hear ther. 
__26 But the king commanded Jerahmeel the fon of 
Hammélech, and Seraiah the fon of Azriel, and Shele- 
miah the fon of Abdeel, to take Baruch the fcribe and 
Jeremiah the prophet : but the Lorp hid them. 

27 T Then the word of the Lorp came to Jeremiah, 60s. 
after that the king had burned the roll, and the words 
which Baruch wrote at the mouth of Jeremiah, faying, 

28 Take thee again another roll, and write in it all 
the former words that were in the firft roll, which Je- 
hoiakim the king of Judah hath burned. 

29 And thou fhalt fay to Jehoiakim king of Judah, 

Thus faith the Loap ; Thou haft burned this roll, fay- 
ing, Why haft thou written therein, faying, The kin 
of Babylon fhall certainly come and deftroy this land, 
and fhall caufe to ceafe from thence man and beaft ? 

30 Therefore thus faith the Lorn, of Jehoiakim 
king of Judah ; He fhall have none to fit upoo the 
throne of David : and his dead body {hall be caft out 
in the day to the heat, and in the night to the froft. 

3t And I will punifh him and his feed and his fer~ 
vants for their iniquity ; and I will bring upon them, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and upon the 
men of Judah, all the evil that I have pronounced 
againft them ; but they hearkened not. 

32 4 Then took Jeremiah another roll, and gave it 
to Baruch the feribe, the fon of Neriah ; who wrote 
therein from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of 
the book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned 
inthe fire: and there were added befides unto them 
many like words. / 

CHAP. XXXVIr. 4 
i Zedekiah Jendeth to defire Feremiah's prayers. 6 Feres 
miah prophefieth the return of the Chaldeans: 11 be is 
putin prifon; 16 be affureth Zedckiah of the captivity, 
and intreating for his liberty obtaineth fome indulgence. 
A ND king Zedekiah the fon of Jofiah reigned 
inftead of Coniah the fon of Jehoiakim, whom 
Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon made king in the 
land of Judah. 

2 But neither he nor his fervants, nor the people of 
the land, did hearken unto the words of the Lorp, 
which he fpake by the prophet Jeremiah. 

3 And Zedekiah the king fent Jehucal the fon of 
Shelemiah ‘and Zephaniah the fon of Maafeiah the 390. 
prieftto the prophet Jeremiah, faying, Praynowunto 
the Lorp our God for us. 

4 Now Jeremiah came in and went out atnong the 
people: for they had not put hint into prifon. 

5 Then Pharaoh’s army was come forth out of Egypt : 
and when the Chaldeans that befieged Jerufalem heard 
tidings of them, they departed from Jerufalem. | 

6 G Then came the word of the Lorp unto the pto- 
phet Jéremiah, faying, 

7 Thus faith the Lorn, the God of Iftael; Thus 
fhall ye fay co the king of Judah, that fent you unto 
me to enquire of me; Behold, Pharagh’s army, which 
is come forth to help you, fhall return to Egypt into 
their own land. 

: 8 And 


tree ent cere inrtaweap cians nents ensveninenansintenreceareeneannener, 


22z The king fat in the winter-houfe, &c.} In the éaft, they had 
chambers or apartments where the people refided during the winter, 
and where fires were kept burning till early in the {pring, 
79 a g XXXVI. 
2 


whe 


Before the words that I have fpoken untothee againft Ifrael, 

CHRIST and againft Judah, and againft all the nations, from 

66. the day I fpake unto thee, from the days of Jofiah, 
even unto this day. 

3 It may be that the houfe of Judah will hear all 
the evil which I purpofe to do unto them ; that they 
may return every man from his evil way; that I may 
forgive their iniquity and thcir fin. ; 

4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the fon of Neriah: 
and Baruch wrote from the mouth of Jeremiah all the 
words of the Lorp, which he had fpoken unto him, 
upon a roll of a book. 

5 And Jeremiah commanded Baruch, faying, I am 
fhut up; | cannot go into the houfe of the Lorn: 

6 Therefore go thou, and read in the roll, which 
thou haft written from my mouth, the words of the 
Lorp in the ears of the people in the Lorp’s houfe 
upon the fafting day: and alfo thou {hale read them in 
the ears ofall Judah that come out of their cities. 

7 It may be they will prefent their fupplication be- 
fore the Lorp, and will return every one from hisevil 
way: for great is the anger and the fury that the Loro 
hath pronounced againft this people. 

8 And Baruch the fon of Neriah did according to all 
that Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in 
the book the words of the Lorp in the Lorp’s houfe. 

606. 9 Andit came to pafs in the fifth year of Jehoiakim 
the fon of Jofiah king of Judah, in the ninth month, 
that they proclaimed a faft before the Lorp to all the 
people in Jerufalem, and to all the people that came 
from the cities of Judah unto Jerufalem. 

to Then read Baruch in the book the words of Je- 
remiah in the houfe of the Lorn, in the chamber of 
Gemariah the fon of Shaphan the {cribe, in the higher 
court, at the entry of the new gateof the Lorp’s houfe, 
in the ears of all the people. 

11 ( When Michaiah the fon of Gemariah, the fon 
of Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words 
of the Lorn, 

12 Then he went down into the king’s honfe, into 
the fcribe’s chamber: and, Io, all the princes fat there, 
ever Elifhama the fcribe, and Delaiah the fon of She. 
maiah, and Elnathan the fon of Achbor, and Gemarfah 
the fon of Shaphan, and Zedekfah the fon of Hananiah, 
and all the princes. 

13 Then Michaiah declared unto them all the words, 
that he had heard, when Baruch read the book in the 
ears of the people. 

“x, 14 Therefore all the princes fent Jebudi the fon of 
‘Nethaniah, the fon of Shelemiah, the fon of Cufhi, 
unto Baruch, faying, Take in thine hand the roll 
wherein thou haft read in the ears of the people, and 
come, So Baruch the fon of Neriah took the rollin 
his hand, and came untothem. 

15 And they faid unto him, Sit down now and read 
it in ourears. So Baruch read i¢ in their ears. 

16 Now it came to pafs, when they had heard all the 
words, they were afraid both one and other, and faid 
unto Baruch, We will ‘farely tell the king of all thefe 
words. 

17 And they afked Baruch, faying, Tell us now, 
How didft thou write all thefe words at his mouth ? 

18 Then Baruch anfwered them, He pronounced 
all thefe words unto me with his mouth, and I wrote 
them with ink in the book. . 

19 Then faid the princes unto Baruch, Go, hide 
thee, thou and Jeremiah ; and let no man know where 

¢ be. 

A 20 J And they went in toshe king into thecourt, but 
they laid up the roll in the chamber of Elifhama the 
{cribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king. 
zi Sothe king fent Jehudi to fetch the roll: and he 
took it out of Elifhama the fcribe’s chamber. And Je- 


} 
7 The Lord bath pronounced againft this prople.] We hack anexprefiion | 
like this ver, 3. It teaches us, that the only means to turn away God's 
fierce anger ready to fall upan people, is prayer and reformution, 
No. 51. : 
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_Feremiah 1s imprifoned, 


' Before 


8 And the Chaldeans fhall come again, and fight 


CHRIST soainft this city, and take it, and burn it with fire. 


590. 


‘SQ. 


"9 Thus’ faith the Lorn; Deceive not yourfelves, 
faying, The Chaldeans fhall furely depart from us: for 


they fhall not depart. w 


‘10 For though ye had {mitten the whole army of the 


Chaldeans that fight againft you, and there remained 
éut wouaded men among them, yet fhould they rife up 
every man in his tent, and burn this city with fire. 

rt And it came to pafs, that when the army of the 


Chaldeans was broken up from Jerufalem fer fear of 


Pharaoh’s army, 

12 Then Jeremiah went forth out of Jerufalem to 
gointo the land of Benjamin, to feparate himfelf thence 
in the midft of the people. 

13 And when he was in the gate of Benjamin, 2 
captain of the ward was there, whofe name was Irijah, 
the fon-of Shelemiah, the fon of Hananiah ; and he took 
Jeremiah the prophet, faying, Thou falleft away to the 
Chaldeans. 

14 Then faid Jeremiah, Jt is falfe ; I fall not away 
to the Chaldeans. 
Irijah took Jeremiah, and brought him to the princes. 


15 Wherefore the princes were wroth with Jere- | 
miah, and fmote him, and put him in prifon inthe |. 
houfe of Jonathan the {cribe: for they had made thac }. 


the prifon. 


16 §{ When Jeremiah was entered into the dungeon, 


and into the cabins, and Jeremiah had remained there 
maany days ; . 

17 Then Zedekiah the king fent, and took him out: 
and the king afked him fecretly in his houfe, and faid, 


Is there any word from the Lorn ? and Jeremiah faid, § 


There is: for, faid he, thou fhalt be delivered into the 
hand of the king of Babylon. 


18,Mureover Jeremiah faid unto king Zedekiah, © 
‘What have I offended again{t thee, or againft thy fer- - 
“vants, or againit this people, that ye have put me in | 


prifon. 


19 Where ere now your prophets which prophefied 
unto you, faying, The king of Babylon fhali not come 


againft you, nor againft this land? 


20 Therefore hear now, I pray thee, O my lord the « 
king : let my fupplication, I pray chee, be accepted be~ ¥: 
fore thee; that thou caufe me not to return to the 4 


houfe of Jonathan the fcribe, left I die there. 


21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they | 
fhould commit Jeremiah into the court of the prifon, ; 
and that they fhould give him daily a piece of bread ; 
out of the baker’s ftreet, until ‘all the bread in the city | 
Thus Jeremiah remained in the.court of . 


were fpent. 
the prifon. 


CHAP. XXXVIII. 


1 Yeremiah in the dungeon: 7 fome enlargement obtained. 


14. The king counfelled to fave his life. 


ie Shephatiah the fon of Mattan, and Geda- 


liah the fon of Pafhur, and Jucal the fon. of She- 


Jemiah, and Pafhur the fon of Malchiah, heard the . 
words that Jeremiah had fpoken unto all the people, : 


faying, 


2 Thus faith the Lorp, He that remaineth in this | 


city fhall die’by the fword, by the famine and by the 


pettilence: bur he that goeth forth to the Chaldeans . 


{hall live ; for he fhall have his life for a prey, and fhall 
live. 

3 Thus faith the Lorp, This city fhall furely be 
given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, 
which fhall take it. 





XXXVI. 39 Where are now your prophets, &c.] Your falfe pro- 
hets ? ‘The event mutt furely have demontftrated how much they have 
deceived you; the fiege is again renewed, and the city in imminent 
danger of being taken. Jeremiah had been confined in prifon for no 
other reafon but his having told them the truth ; but the princes of Judah 
could not forgive him for having done fo» 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXXVI. XXXVII. 


By the order Jeremiah received to write in another book the fame 
words#and to add thereto plainly fhews, that it is in vain for the 
1 


JEREMIAH. 


4 Therefore the princes faid unto the king, We be- Before 


But he hearkened not to him: fo 1 


Ht madea profelyte te she law of Mofes. 


and caft into the dungeon, 


feech thee, let this man be put to death: for thus heCHRist 


weakeneth the hands of the men of war that remain in 
this city, and the hands of all the people, in {peaking 
fuch words unto them: for this man feeketh not the 
welfare of this people, but the hurt. 

5 Then Zedekiah the king faid, Behold, he is in your 
hand: for the king is not de that can do any thing 
againit you. 

6 Then they took Jeremiah, and caft him into the 
dungeon of Malchiah the fon of Hammelech, that was 
in the court of the prifon: and they let down Jeremiah 


. with cords. And in the dungeon there was no water, 


but mire: fo Jeremiah funk in the mire. S 

7 Now when Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, one of 
the eunuchs which was in the king’s houfe, heard that 
they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon; the king then 
fitting in the gate of Benjamin ; 

8 Kbed-melech went forth out:of the king’s houfe, 
and fpake to the king, faying, 

9 My lord the king, thefe men have done evil in all 
that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet, whom 
they have caitinto the dungeon; and heis Jiketo die 
for hunger in the place where he is: for éhere 7s no more 
bread in the city. / 

10 Then the king commanded Ebed-melech the 
Ethiopian, faying, Take from hence thirty men with 
thee, and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the dun- 
geon, before he die. 

11 So Ebed-melech took the men with him, and 
went into the houfe of the king under the treafury, and 
took thence old cait clouts and old rotten rags, and let 
them down by cords into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 

z2 And Ebed-melech the Ethiopian faid unto Jere- 
miah, Put vow thefe old caft clouts and rotten rags, 


under thine armholes under the cords. And Jeremiah 


did fo, 

13 Sothey drew up Jeremiah with cords, and took 
him up out of the dungeon: and Jeremiah remained in 
the court of the prifon. ; 

14 Y Then Zedekiah the king fent, and took Jere- 
miah the prophet unto him into the third entry that zs 
in the houfe of the Loro: and the king faid unto Jere- 
miah, | will afk thee,a thing ; hide nothing from me. 

15 Then Jeremiah faid unto Zedekiah, H 1 ueclare 
zt unto thee, wilt thou not furely put me to death ? and 
if 1 give thee counfel, wilt thou not hearken unto me? 

16 So Zedekiah the king fware fecretly unto Jere- 
miah, faying, As the Lorp liveth, that made us this 
fou}, I-will not put thee to death, neither will I give 
thee into the hand of thefe men that feek thy life. 

17 Then faid Jeremiah unto Zedekiah, Thus faith 
the Lorn, the God of hofts, the God of Ifrael ; If shou 
wilt affluredly go forth unto the king of Babylon’s 
princes, then thy foul fhall live, and this city fhall not 
be burned with fire; and thou fhalt live, and thine 
houfe. 

18 But if thon wilt not go forth to the king of Ba- 
bylon’s princes, then fhall this city be given into the 
hand of the Chaldeans, and they fhall burn it with fire, 
and thou fhall not efcape out of their hand. 

19 And Zedekiah the king faid unto Jeremiah, I 


am afraid of the Jews that are fallen to the Chaldeans, _ 


left they deliver me into their hand, and they mock me. 

zo But Jeremiah faid, They fhall not deliver thee. 
Obey, I befeech thee, the voice of the Lorn, which I 
fpeak unto thee: fo it fhall be well unto thee, and thy 


foul fhall live. 
2r Bur 








wicked to pretend to {top the mouths of Gad’s fervants, dr to feof 
at his word, for his threatenings will farely be executed, and the 
wicked and profane will bear the punifhment of them. In the cafe 
of Zedekiah we fee that wicked men have fometimes reconrfe ta God 
in danger, but they do it hypocritically, therefore he forfakes them 
in their extremity. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XXXVUL 

9g My lord the king, thefe men have done evil, &c.}  Itis probable that 

this Ethiopian believed in the trae God, having been fomerime before 


a2 Thy 


5%9- 





Ferufalem 2s taken ; 


21 Bur if thou refufe to go forth, this is the word | 








Before 


CHRIST thar the Lorp hath fhewed me: 


599. 


588. 


22 And, behold, all rhe women that are left in the 


king of Judah's houfe, fhall be broughr forth to the ty 


king of Babylon’s princes, and thofe cvomen fhall fay, 
Thy friends have fet thee on, and have prevailed againft 
thee: thy feet are funk in the mire, and they are turned 
away back. : 

23 So they fhall bring out all thy wives and thy 
children to the Chaldeans: and thou fhale not efcape 


out of their hand, bur thale be taken by the hand of |. 


the king of Babylon : and thou fhalt caufe this city to 

be burned with fire. 

24 9] Then faid Zedekiah unto Jeremiah, Let no 
man know of thefe words and thou fhalt not die. 

25 Burif the princes hear thac I have talked, with 
thee, and they come unto thee, and fay unto thee, De- 
clare unto us now what thou haft faid unto the king, 
hide it not from us,and we will not put thee to death ; 
alfo what the king faid unto thee: 

26 Then thou fhalt fay unto them, I prefented my 
fupplication before the king, that he would not caufe 
me to return to Jonathan’s houfe, to dic there. 

27 Tnen came all the Princes unto Jeremiah, and 
afked him: and he told them according to all thefe 
words that the king had commanded. So they left off 
fpcaking with him; for the matter was not perceived. 

28 So Jeremiah abode in the court of the prifon 
until the day that Jerufalem was taken: and he was 
there when Jerufalem was taken. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 

1 Ferufalem is taken. 4 Zedekiah's eyes being put out, is 
Sent to Babylon. 8 The city is laid in ritins; 9 and the 
people carried away caplive. 11 Of Feremiabs 15 and 
Ltbcd-melech. . 

1 the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the 

tenth month, came Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
lon, and all his army againft Jerufalem, and they be- 
fieged it. 

2 dnd in the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth 
month, the ninth day of the month, the city was 
broken up. 


3 And all the princes of the king of Babylon came i 


in, and fat in the middle gate, even Nergal-~fharezer, 
Samgar-nebo, Sarfechim, Hab-faris, Nergal-fharezer, 
Rab-mag, with all the refidue of the princes of the king 
of Babylon. 


4 §[ And it came to pafs, that when Zedekiah the. |. 


king of Judah faw them,. and all the men of war, then 
they fled, and went forth out of the city by night, by 
the way of the king’s garden, by the gate betwixt the 
two walls : and he went out the way of the plain. 

5 But the Chaldeans’ army purfued after them, and 
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho: and when 
they had taken him, they brought him up to Nebu= 
chadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of 
Hamath, where he gavejudgment upon him. , 

6 Then the king of Babylon flew the fons of Zede- 


Kiah in Riblah before his cyes : alfo the king of Ba- |. 


bylon flew all the nobles of Judah. 

7 Morcover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and bound 
him with chains, to carry him to Babylon. 

8 And the Chaldeans burned the king’s houfe, and 


the houfes of the people, with fire, and brake down 4 


the walls of Jerufalem. 
' g Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard car- 


a 


22z Thy friends bave fet thee on, &c.] Thefe very women shall re- 


proach thee, for having fuffered thyfeifto be enfnared by the advice | 


efthy friends, and brought under infuperable difficulties. Ss 
27 Andhe told them, &c.| A man is not bound in all cafes to Speak 

the whole trath, much lefs to thofe who have no bufinefs to enquire. 

Genera«t REFLecTtoNs on Chap. XXXVIIL. 

From the fulférings of the prophet, we may underftand, that the, mgre 
faithful we are in reproving men for their vices, the greater reafon 
we have to expeét perfecution; but of this we may be affured, that 
God, by his watchful care will ftrengthen, affift, and Seliyes, us, 
wader all our diftreffes in a righteous caufe. ; ‘ 


CHAP. XXXIX. XL. 





/ evil, and not for good; 
‘thac day before thee. 


‘fall by the fword, 











ried away captive into Babylon the remnant of the peo-~ 
ple that remained in the city, and thofe thar fell away, 
that fell to him, with the reft of the people that ret 


mained. 


10 But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left 
of the Poor of the people, which had nothing, in the, 
Jand of Judah, and gave them vineyards and fields at 

the fame time. : a ‘ 
11 | Now Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon gave, 
' charge concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzar-adan the cap- 


tain of the guard, faying, 
12 Take him, and look well to him. and do him no 
harm ; bur do unto him even as he fhall fay unto thee. 
13 So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the'guard fent, 
and Nebufhafban, Rab-faris and N ergal-fharezer, Rab- 


mag, and all rhe king of Babylon’s princes ; 


14. Even they fent,and took, Jeremiah out of the court 


} ofthe prifon, and committed him unto Gedaliah the 


fon of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan, that he’ fhould 
carry him home: fo he dwelt among the people. © — 


15 {f Now the word of the Lorp came unto Jere~ 


' miah, while he was*thut up in the court of the prifen, 


faying, 


16 Go and fpeak to Ebed-melech the Ethiopian, ' 
: faying, 


f hus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of If. 
rael; Behold, I will bring my words upon this city’ for 
and they fhall be accompli/bid in 


17 But I will deliver thee, in that day, faith the 
Lorn: and thou fhalt not be given into the hand of 
the men of whom thou art afraid. : 

18 For I will furely deliver thee, and thou fhalt not 
but thy’ life fhall be for'a' prey unto 
thee : becaufe-thou haft put thy truft in me, ‘faith the 


Lorp. 
CHAP. XL. 


1 Jeremiah, being fet at liberty by Nebuzar-adan, goeth to 


Gedaliah. 7 The difperfed Jews refort to ‘Gedaliah, 
13 Fohanan revealing [omael’s confpiracy is not believed. 
HE word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorn, 


: T after, that Nebuzar-adan the captain ofthe guard 


had let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him 
being bound in chains among all that Were carried 
away captive of Jerufalem and Judah, which were car 
ried away captive unto Babylon. toa & 

2 And the captain of the guard took Jeremiah, and 
faid unto him, ‘The Lorp thy God hath pronounced 
this evil upon this place. J 

3 Now the Lorn hath brought #, and done accord- 
ing ashe hath faid: becaufe y¢ have finned againtt the 
Lorp, and have not obeyed ‘his voice, thereforé’ this 
thing is come upon you. — : : 

'4 And now, behold, I loofe thee this day from the 
chains which were upon thine hand. If it feem good 
unto thee to come with me into Babylon, come 3, and 
I willlook well unto.thee: but if it fee ill'uhto'thee 
to come with me into Babylon, forbear : behold) all thé 


‘land és before thee: whither it feemeth. good and’ con- 
COANE ER MS ott) 


venient for thee to go, thither go. a a 
' 5 Now while he was not yet goné back, be aid, Go 


t back alfo to Gedaliah the fon of Ahjkam' the fon of: 


| Shaphan, whom the king of Babylon hath made gover- 


nor over the Cities of Judah, and ‘well with’ himiathong 
the’people: or go wherefaever it feepheth cpavenient 
unto thee to go. So the captain 6 . Ehe ‘guard gave 
him victuals and a reward, and ler him: go. Cd tee 
a ean, ane ac Mm: £ ; : 
_6 Then 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on Chap. XXXIX. XL. 
XXXIX. 7 He put out Zedekiah’s eyes, &c.] It is added, chap. lit. 
11. that he put him in prifon.rill the day of his death.__Thus.twa 
prophecies, which feemed at firft to contradi& each other, were ful- 
filled 5 the firlt was that of Jeremiah, namely, that Zedekiah’s eyes 
fhould behold the king of Babylon, xxxii- 4, and the fecond, that of 
Exekiel, xii. 13, who foretold, that he thould not fee Babylon, though 
he fhould die there. ae : : 
“RL. 1 be word that came to Feremiab, &g.| “This relates to the 
prophecy mentioned ch, xlii. 7. occafioned by the confpiracy of Ith- 
mae! againft Gedaliah ; but,has been here mifplaced by the ignorance 
ofthe, tranfcriber. © : 


GENERAL 


and the people carried into captivity. 





gfore : 


CHRIST 
“588. 


Ihmael, killeth Gedaliah, €c. 


Before 


° 


’ 6 Then went Jeremiah unto Gedaliah the fon of 


CHRIST Ahikam to Mizpah; and dwelt with him among the 


598.- 


people that were left in the land. 

7 |] Now when all the captains of the forces which 
were inthe fields, even they and their men, heard thar 
the king’ of Babylon had made Gedaliah the fon of 
Ahikam governor in the land, and had committed 
unto him men, and women, and children, and of the 
poor of the land, of them that were not carried away 
captive to Babylon ; : 

8 Then they came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ith- 
mael the fon of Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan 
the fons of Karcah, and Seraiah the fon of Tanhumeth, 
and the fons of Ephri the Netophathite, and Jezaniah 


_ the fon ofa’ Maachathite, they and their men. 


9 And Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam the fon of Sha- 
phan fware unto them and to their men, faying, Fear 
not to ferve the Chaldeans : dwell in the land, and ferve 
thé king of Babylon, and it fhall be well with you. 

10 As for me, behold, I will dwell in Mizpah, to 
ferve the Chaldeans, which will come unto us: bur ye, 
gather ye wine, and fummer fruits, and oil, and put 
them in your veffels, and dwell in your cities that ye 
have taken. 

11 Likewife when all the Jews that cere in Moab, 
and among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and that 
were in allthe countries, heard that the king of Baby- 
Jon had left a remnant of Judah, and that he had fet 
over them Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam the fonof Sha- 

han . 
: 12 Even all the Jews returned out of all places whi- 
ther they were driven, and came to the land of Judah, 
to Gedaliah, unto Mizpah, and gathered wine and 
fummer fruits very miuichs j 

13 Moreover Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all the 
captains of the forces that were in the ficlds, came to 
Gedaliah to Mizpah; 

14. And faid unto him, Doft thou certainly know 
that Baalis the king of the Ammonites hath fent I{h- 
mael the fon of Nethaniah to flay thee? But Gedaliah 
the fon of Ahikam believed them not. 

1§ Then Johanan the fon of Kareah fpake to Geda-- 
liah in Mizpah fecretly, faying, Let me go, I pray thee, 


and £ will flay Phmael the fon of Nethaniah, and no ~ 


man. fhall know i: wherefore fhould he flay thee, that 
all the Jews whichare gathered unto thee fhould be 
fcattered, and the remnant in Judah perifh ? 

16 But Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam faid unto Joha- 
nan the fon of Kareah, Thou fhalc not do this thing: 


-for thou fpeakeft falfely of Ifhmael. 


CHAP. XLL. 

1 Tfomael having treacheroufly flain Gedaliah and others, 
purpofeth to flee wilh the reft unto the Ammonites. 11 
Jobanan recovereth the captives. 

N OW it came to pafsin the feventh month, ‘at 

Ithmael the fon of Nethaniah the fon of Elifha- 
ma, of the feed royal, and the princes of the king, 
even ten men with him, came unto Gedaliah the fon of 

Ahikam to Mizpah ; and there they did eat bread to- 

gether in Mizpah, : 

2 Then arofe Ifhmael the fon of Neéthaniah, and the 
ten men that were with him, and {mote Gedaliah the 
fon of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan with the fword, and 
flew him, whom thé king of Babylon had made gover- 
nor over the land. , ce a 

Ifhmael alfo flew'all the Jews that were with him, 
even with Gedaliab, at Mizpah, and the Chaldeans that 
were found there, avd the men of war. 


a en 
Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXKIXOXL, 
By Zedckiah’s dreadful cataftrophe, we fee, that they who are the au-~ 
thors of fins and public miferies, ‘and particularly perjured perfons, 
are made examples af the’ wrath of Gad. And by what befel Geda- 
liah, it may be inferred, that.good men, not fufpecting evil in others, 


frequently expofe themfelves to the malice and cruel defigns of their - 


treacherous enemies. 4 ese 7 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XEI. 


§ Fosurfore men having their beards foawin, Sc.] Thefe were tokens 
Z ba ; 


+4 


4 And it came to pafs the fecond day after he had cetare 


flain Gedaliah, and noman knew ¢, 

5 That there came certain from Shechem, from Shi- 
loh, and from Samaria, even fourfcore men, having 
their beards fhaven, and their clothes rent, and having 
cut themfelves, with offerings and incenfcin their hand, 
to bring them to the honfe of the Lorp. 

6 And Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah went forth 
from Mizpah to meet them, weeping all along as he 
went : and it came to pafs, as he met them, he faid 
unto them, Come to Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam. 

7 And it was fo, when they came into the midit of 
the city, that Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah flew them, 


and caft them into the midft ofthe pit, he, and the men . 


that were with him. 

8 But ten men were found among them thar faid 
unto Ifhmael], Slay us not: for we have treafures in the 
field, of wheat, and of barley, and ofoil, and of honey. 
So he forbare and flew them not among their brethren. 

9 Now the pit whercin Ifhmael had caft all the dead 
bodies of the men, whom he had flain becaufe of Ge- 
daliah, was it which Afa the king had made for fear 
of Baatha king of Ifracl: and Ifhmael the fon of Netha- 
niah filled it with them that were flain. 

10 Then Ifhmael carried away captive all the refidue 
of the people that were in Mizpah, even the king’s 
daughters, and all the people that remained in Miz- 
pah, whom Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard had 
committed to Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam: and Jfh- 
mael the fon of Nethaniah carried them away captive, 
and departed to go over to the Ammonites. 

11 G But when Johanan the fon of Kareah, and alt 
the captains of the forces that were with him, heard 
pan the evil that Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah had 

one, 

_.12_ Then they took all the men, and went to fight 
with Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah, and found him by 
the great waters that are in Gibcon. 

13 Now it came to pafs, ¢bat when all the people 
which were with Ifhmacl faw Johanan the fon of Ka- 
reah, and all the captains of the forces that were with 
him, then they were glad. 

14 So all the people that Ifhmael had carried away 
captive from Mizpah caft about and returned, and 
went unto -Johanan the fon of Kareah. 

15 But Ifhmael the fon of Nethaniah efcaped from 
Johanan with cight men, and went to the Ammonites. 

. 16 Then took Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all 
the captains of the forces that weve with him, all the 
remnant of the people, whom he had recovered from 
Ifhraael the.fon of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after shat 


‘he had flain Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam, even mighty 


men of war, and the women, and thechildren, and the 
eunuchs, whom he had brought again from Gibeon: 

17 And they departed, and dwelt in the habitation 
of Chimham, which is by Bethlehem, to go to enter 
into Egypt, - 

18 Becaufe of the Chaldeans: for they were afraid 
of them, becaufe Ithmael the fon of Nethaniah had 
flain Gedaliah the fon of Ahikam, whom the king of 
Babylon made governor in the land. 

CHAP. XLII. 
1 Feremiah enquiring of God, promifeth unto the Feus, 
7 fafety in Fudah, 13 and deftruétion in Egypt. 


: ee all the captains of the forces, and Johanan 


the fon of Kareah, and Jezaniah the fon of Ho- 


' fhaiah, and all the people from the leaft even unto the 


greateft, came near, . 
2 And 





of great mourning, and ufed by thefe perfons to exprefs their grief, for 
the deftrudtion of the city and temple. a, 

8 But ten men, &c.}] Uhmael, who feems to have been 2 moft noto- 
rious hypocrite, having deceived thefemen, atlaft murdered the greateft 
part of them, and caft thcir bodies into a pit. 

_Gekerar Reevecrrons on Chap. XLI. 
From ‘this chapter we may obferve, that ence bafe hypocrites may 
triumph for atime, yet God will at length fet bounds to their witk- 


ednefs, and infliét on them the punifhment they.deferve. - : 
- -, COMMENTARY 


JEREMIAH. The captives recovered by Fohanan, Be, 


RIsTt 


588, 








“Before 
CHRIST 
585. 


Jeremiah is defired to enquire of God; CHAP. XLIII 


2 And faid unto Jeremiah the prophet, Let, we be- 
fecch thee, our fupplication be accepted before thee, 
and pray for us unro the Lorp thy God, even for all 
this remnant; (for we are left dut a few of many, as 
thine eyes do behold us 2) 

3 That the Loro thy God may fhew us the way 
wherein we may walk, and the thing that we may do. 

4 Then Jeremiah the prophet faid unto them, I 
have heard you; behold, I will pray unto the Lorp 
your God according to your words; andl it fhall come 
to pafs, that whatfoever thing the Lorp fhall anfwer 
you, J will declare ## unto you; I will keep nothing 
back from you. : 

5 Then they faid to Jeremiah, The Lorn be a true 
and faithful wirnefS between us, if we do not even 
according to ail things for the which the Lorp thy 
God fhall fend thee to us, . : 

6 Whether it de good, or whether zf de evil, we will 
obey the voice of the Lor v our God, to whom we fend 
thee, that it may be well with us, when we obey the 
voice of the Lorp our God. 

4 4 And it came to pais after ten days, that the 
word of rhe Lorp came unto Jeremiah. 

8 Then called he Johanan the fon of Kareah, and 
all the captains of the forces which were with him, and 
all the people from the leaft even to the greateft, 

And faid unto them, Thus faith the Lorp, the 
Gad of Ifrael; unto whom ye fent me to prefent your 
fupplication before him; . : 

10 If ye will fill abide in this land, then will L 
build you, and not pull yow down, and I will plant you, 
and not pluck you up: for l repent me of the evil that 
Tl have done unto you. ; 

t1 Be not afraid of the king of Babylon, of whom 
ye are afraid ; be not afraid of him, faith the Lorp: 
For I am with you to fave you, and to deliver you from 
his hand. 

12 And I will fhew mercies unto you, that he may 
have mercy upon you, and caufe you to return to your 
ows fand. * 


13 But if ye fay, We will not dwell in this land, - 


neither obey the voice of the Lorp your God, 

14 Saying, No; but we will go into the land of 
Egypt, where we fhall fee no war, nor hear the found 
of the trumpet, nor have hunger of bread ; and there 


will we dwell: 
15 And now therefore hear the word of the Lorp, 


“ye remnant of Judah, Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, , 


the God of Hrael; If ye wholly fet your faces to enter 
into Egypt, and go to fojourn there ; 

16 Then it fhall come to pafs, that the fword, which 
ye feared, fhall overtake you there in theland of Egypt, 
and the famine, whereof ye were afraid, ifhall follow 
clofe after you therein Egypt; and there ye fhall die. 

17 So fhall it be with all the men that fet their faces 
to go into Egypt to fojourn there; they fhall die by 


‘the fword, by the famine, and by the peftilence: and 


none of them fhall remain or efcape from the evil that 
I will bring upon them. 

28 For thus faith the Lorp of hofis, the God of 
Ifracl; As mine anger and my fury hath been poured 
forth upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem; fo fhall my 
fury be poured forth upon you, when ye fhall enter into 
Egypt: and ye fhall be an execration, and an aftonifh- 
ment, and a curfe, anda reproach; and ye fhall fee 
this place no more, ; : 

1g § The Lorp hath faid concerning you, O ye 


re TA AP EE PT LENT OS I TE 


XLII. 10 L repent me of the evil, &c.] This gracious declaration 

denotes God’s readinefs to forgive finners whenfoever they return to 
him by fincere repentance and obedience: fin is the grand object of 
God's hatred, and not the perfor who commits it: for if the wicked 
forfake his way, God will fhew him mercy, without refpect of per- 
ons. 
‘ 19 The Lord bath fxid—Go ye not into Egypt, &c.] The Jews, 
by fecking proteétion ig Egypt, refufed to fubmit to the king of Ba- 
bylon, to whom God" had decreed the kingdom of Judea, and all 
the neighbouring countries; befides, as the Egyptians were grofs 
eC ONossis s 





remnant of Judah ; Go ye ‘not into Egypt: “know cer-__ Before 
tainly that I have admonifhed you this day.’ ae 


20 For ye I diffembled in your hearts, when ye 
fent me unto the Lorp your God, faying, Pray for us 
unto the Lorp our God; and according unto all that 


the Lorp our God fhall fay, fo declare unto us, and _ 


we will do zt. 

21 And zcew havethis day declared ## to'you; but 
ye have not obeyed the voice of the Lorp your God, 
nor any ¢Ling for the which he hath fenc me unto you. 

22 Now therefore know certainly that ye thall die 
by the fword, by the famine, and ‘by the peftilence, 
in the place whither ye defire to go aad to fojourn. 


CHAP. XLII 


_ 1 Fohanan diferediting Feremiah’s prophecy carry him and 


the ref? of the people into Egypt. 8 Feremiah prophefi- 
' eth the congue? of Egypt by the Babylonians. 


ND it came to pafs, thaf when Jeremiah had 
A made an end of fpeaking unto all the people all 
the words of the Lorp their God, for which the Lorp 
their God had fent him to them, even all thefe words, 

2 Then fpake Azariah the fon of Hofhaiah, and 
Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all the proud men, 
faying unto Jeremiah, Thou fpeakeft falfely : the Lorp 
our God hath not fent thee co fay, Go not into Egypt 
to fojourn there: 

3 But Baruch the fon of Neriah fetteth thee on 
againit us, for to deliver us into the hand of the Chal- 
deans, that they might put us to death, and carry us 
awa captives into Babylon. 

4 So Johanan the fon of Kareah, and all the captains 
of the forces, and all the people, obeyed not the voice 
of the Lorp, to dwell in the land of Judah. 

5 But Jobanan the fon of Kareah, and all the cap- 
tains of the forces, took all the remnant of Judah, that 
were returned from all nations, whither they had been 
driven, to dwell in the land of Judah; 

6 Even men, and women, and children, and the 
king’s daughters, and every perfon that Nebuzar-adan 
the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah,the fon 
of Ahikam the fon of Shaphan, and Jeremiah the pro- 
phet, and Baruch the fon of Neriah. 

7 So they came into the land of Egypt: for they 
obeyed not the voice of the Lorp: thus came they 
even to Tahpanhes. ; 

8 Then came the word of the Lorp unto Jere- 
miah in Tahpanhes, faying, 

9 Take great flones in thine hand, and hide them 
in the clay in the brickkiln, which 7s at the entry of 
Pharaoh’s houfe in Tahpanhes, in the fight of the men 
of Judah: 

to And fay unto them, Thus faith the Lorp of 
hofts, the God of Ifrael; Behold, I will fend anc take 
Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon, my fervant, and 
will fet his throne upon thefe ftones that I have hid ; 
and he fhall fpread his royal pavilion over them. 

1x And when he cometh, he fhall {mite the land of 
Egypt, and deliver fuch as are for death to death; and 
fuch as are for captivity to captivity ; and fuch as are 
for the {word to the fword. 

12 And I will kindle a fire in the houfes of the gods 
of Egypt; and he fhall burn them, and carry them 
away captives: and he fhall array himfelf with the land 
of Egypt, as a fhepherd putteth on his garment; and 
he fhall go. forth from thence in peace. 

13 He fhall break alfo the images of Beth-fhemeth, 

. that 
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idolaters, the Jews would probably difpleafe God by learning their 
ractices. 

, XLILL, 7 Yabpanhes.] This was one of the principalities of Egypt, 
afterwards called Daphne and Pelufium. St. Jerome tells us, that the 
prophet Jeremiah was here ftoned to death by the Jews. 

1z And I will, &c.] The fir part of this verfe alludes to Nebu- 
chadrezzar’s burning the Egyptian idols, and leading the great men into 
captivity ; and the latter part, to his peaceable retura home, unmoleitcd 
by the Arabian bands of robbers. 
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The Fews i Egypt threatened for idolatry. JEREMIAH. The ruin of the king of Egypt foretold. 


that ftood by, a great multitude, even all the people Before 


‘Before that zs in'the land of Egypt; and the houfes of the 
that dwelt in thé land of Egypt, in Pathros, anfwered SHeISD 


ae gods of the Egyptians fhall he burn with fire: 
.588, 60% C 


HAP. XLIV: 
1 The defolation of Fudah for her idolatry. 15 The Fewis 
obftinacy, 20%5 threatened, 29 and by a fign the defiruc- 
tion of Egypt is prophefieds 


587. 7 i SHE word that came to Jetemiah concerning all 


the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, 
which dwell at Migdol, and at Tahpanhes, and at 
Noph, and in thecountry of Pathros, faying, 

z Thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the God of Ifrael; 
Ye have feen all. the evil that Ihave brought upon Je- 
rufalem, and upon all the cities of Judah 3 and,.be- 
hold, this day they are adefolation, and nomdandwelleth 
therein, ; . 

3 Becaufe of their wickednefs which they have com- 
mitted to provoke me to anger, in that they went to 
burn incenfe, and to ferve other gods, whom they knew 
not, either they, you, nor your fathers, — 

4 Howbeit I fent unto all my fervants the pro- 
phets, rifing early and fending tem, faying, Oh, donot 
this abominable thing that I hate. 

5 Butthey hearkened not, nor inclined their ear to 
turn from their wickednefs, to burn no incenfe unto 
other gods. 

6 Wherefore my fury and mine anger was poured 
forth, and was kindled in the citics of Judah and in 
the ftreets of Jerufalem ; and they are waited and defo- 
late, as at this day. 

7 Therefore now thus faith the Lorp, the God of 
hofts, the God of Hrael; Wherefore commit ye this 
great evilagainft your fouls; to cut off from you man 
and woman, child and fuckding, out of Judah, to leave 
you none to remain ; 

8 In that ye provoke me unto wrath with the works 
of your hands, burning incenfe unto other gods in the 
land of Egypt, whither ye be gone to dwell, that ye 
might cut yourfelves off, and that ye might bea curfe 
.and a reproach among all the nations of the earth? 

9 Have ye forgotten the wickednefs of your fathers, 
and thg wickednefs of the kings of Judah, and the 
(wickedhefs of their wives, and your own wickednels, 
and the wickednefs of your wives, which they have 
committed in the land of Judah, and in the ftreets of 
Jerufalem? 

10 They are not humbled eve unto this day, neither 
have they feared, nor walked in my law, nor in my fla- 
tutes, that I fet before you and before your fathers. 


11 ¥ Therefore thus faith the Lorp of hofts, the. 


God of Mrael; Behold, I will fet my face againft you 
for evil, and to cut off all Judah. 


x2 AndI will take the remnant of Judah, that have ~ 


fet their faces to go into the land of Egypt to f journ 
there, and they {hall all be confumed, and fallin the 
land of Egypt; they fhall even be confumed by the 
{word and by the famine: they fhall die, from the leaft 
even unto the greateft, by the {word and by the famine: 
and they fhall be an execration, avd an aitonifhment, 
and acurfe, and a reproach. , 

13 For I will punifh them that dwell in the land of 
Egypt, as I have punifhed Jerufalem, by the {word, by 
the tamine, and by the peftilence : 

14 So that none of the remnant of Judah, which are 
gone into the land of Egypt to fojourn there, fhall 
efcape or remain, that they fhould return into the land 
of Judah, to the which they have a defire to return to 
dwell there: for none fhall return but fuch as fhall 
efcape. : 

15 Y Then all the men which knew that their wives 
had burned incenfe unto other gods, and all the women 





Gewerat Rerrecrions on Chap. XLII. XLILU. 


It is remarkable that God fuffered Jeremiah to be carried to Egypt, 
to the end that he might there foretel the ruin of the Egyptians, as 
well as that of the Jews who had cenfided in them: by which it is 
evident, that wherever the wicked are, the hand of God finds them 
out; and that fuch as traft in man more than God, will at lait 


be confounded ig their hopes, 


Jeremiah, faying, 587. 


, 16 As for thé word that thou haft fpoken untous in 
the name of the Lorn, we will not hearken nnto thee, 

17 But we will certainly do whatfoever thing goeth 
forth out of our own mouth, to burn incenfeun to the 
quecn of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto 
her, as we have done, we, and our fathers, our kings, 
and our pfinces, in the cities of Judah, and in the 
ftreets of Jerufalemi: for then had we plenty of victuals, 
and were well, and faw no evil. 

18 But fince we lefc off to burn incenfeé to the queen 
of heaven, and to potir out drink offerings unto her, 
we have wanted all thzngs, and have becn confumed by 
the fword and by the famine. 

19 And when we burned incenfe to the queen of hea- 
ven, and poured out drink offerings unto her, did we 


‘make her cakes to worfhip her, and pour out drink 


offerings unto her, without our men ? 

20 Y Then Jeremiah faid untoall the people, tethe 
men, and to the women, and to all the people which 
had given him that anf{wer, faying, 

21 The incenfe that ye burned in the cities of Ju- 
dah, and in the flreets of Jerufalem, ye, and your fa- 
thers, your kings, and your princes, and the people of 
the land, did not the Lorp remember them, and came 
it mot into his mind ? 

22 So that the Lorn could no longer bear, becaufe 
of the evil of your doings, and becaufe of the abomi- 
nations which ye have committed; therefore is your 
land a defolation, and an aftonifhment, and a curfe, 
without an inhabitant, as at this day. . 

23 Becaufe ye have burned incenfe, and becaule ye 
have finned againft the Lorn, and have not obeyed the 
voice of the Lorp, nor walked in his law, nor in his 
ftatutes, nor in his teftimonies ; therefore this evil is 
happened unto you, as at this day. 

24 Moreover Jeremiah faid unto all the people, and 
to all the women, Hear the word of the Loxp, all Ju- 
dah that are in the land of Egypt: 

25 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the God of Ifrael, 
faying; Ye and your wives have both fpoken with 
your mouths, and fulfilled with your hand, faying, We 
will furely perform our vows that we have vowed, to 
burn incenfe to the queen of heaven, and to pouront 
drink offerings unto her: ye will furely accomplifh 
your vows, and furely perform your vows. 

26 Therefore hear ye the word of the Lorn, all 
Judah that dwellin the land of Egypt; Behold, I have 
{worn by my great name, faith the Lorp, that my name 
fhall no more be named in the mouth of any man of 
Judah in all the land of Egypt, faying, the Lord Gop 


- liveth. 


27 Behold, I will watch over them for evil, and not 
for good: and all the men of Judah that are in the 
Jand of Egypt fhall be confumed by the fword and by 
the famine, until there be an end of them. 

28 Yet a fmall number that efcape the fword fhall 
return out of the land of Egypt into the land of Judah, 
ard all the remnant of Judah, that are gone into the 
land of Egypt to fojourn there, fhall know whofe 
words fhali ftand, mine, or their’s, 

29 Q And this fhall Ge a fign unto you, faith the 
Lorp, that I will punifh you in this place, that ye 
may know that my words fhall furely ftand again& you 
for evil: ; 

30 Thus faith the Lorn; Behold, I will give Pha- 
raoh-hophraking of Egypt into the hand of his enemies, 
and into the hand of them that feek his life; as I gave 

Zedekiah 





COMMENTARY anpd NOTES on CHAP. XLIV. XLV. 


XLIV. 7 Tocut of from yeu manu aud usomar, child, &c.] Gud 
defigned that this remnant fhould have kept ‘poffeffion of Judah, but 
by going into Egypt, and defiling themfelves with the idolatry of 
that nation, they provoked him to deftroy ther® utterly. 


3 
“LY. 





The conqueft of Egypt. CHAP. XLV. XLVI. Facob comforted in his captivitye 


Before Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchad- daughter of Egypt: in vain fhalt thou ufe nvany medi- pelo 
CBRIST rezzar king of Babylon, his enemy, and that fought cines; for thou ihalt not be cured. — Veen 
3°7* his life. 12 The-nations have heard of thy fhame, and thy 
: CHAP. XLV. ery -hath filled the land: for the mighty man hath 
1 Baruch being difmayed, Feremiab. infiru@eth and com- ftumbled againft the mighty, end they are fallen both 
Sorteth bin. , together. ee al ee 

607. T HE word that Jeremiah the prophet fpake unto 13 4 The word that the Lorb f{pake to Jeremiah 
Baruch the fon of Neriah, when he had written §-the prophet, how Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 


thefe words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the 
fourth year of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah king of 
Judah, faying, 

2 Thus faith the Lorp, the God of Ifrael, unto thee, 
O Baruch ; 

3 Thou didft fay, Woe is me now! for the Lorp 
hath added grief to my forrow ;.1 fainted in my figh- 
ing, and I find no rett. : 

4 Thus fhale thou fay unto him, The Lorp faith 
thus; Behold, shat which I have built will 1 break 
down, and that which J have planted I will pluck up, 
even this whole land. 

5 And feekeft thou great things for thyfelf? feek 
them not: for, beltold, I wilt bring evil upon all flesh, 
faith the Lory: but thy life will I give unto thee for 
a prey in all places whither thou goeft. 

CHAP. XLVI. 
1 Pharaoh's overthrow, 13 and the conque/? of Egypt 
prophcfied: 27 he comforteth Jacob in his capt:vity. 
HE word of the Lorp which came to Jeremiah 
the prophet againft the Gentiles ; 

2 Againft Egypt, againft thearmy of Pharaoh-necho 
king of Epypt, which was by the river Euphrates in 
Carchemifh, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
{motein the fourth year of Jehoiakim the fon of Jofiah 
king of Judah. ; 

3 Order ye the buckler and fhield, and draw near 
to battle. : 

4 Harnefs the horfes ; and gct up. ye horfemen, and 
ftand forth with your helmets ; furbifh the fpears, and 
put on the brigandines, 

s Wherefore have! feen them difmayed and turned 
away back ? and their mighty ones are beaten down, 
and are fled apace; and look not back: for fear was 
round abou, faith the Lorp. 

6 Let not the fwift Hee away, nor the mighty man 
efcape ; they thall ftumble, and fall toward the north 
by the river Euphrates. 

7 Who zs this that cometh up as a flood, whofe wa- 
ters are moved as the rivers? : 

8 Egypt rifeth up like a flood, and 47s waters are 
moved like the rivers; and he faith, I will go up, and 
will cover the earth; I will deftroy the city and the 
inhabitants thereof. Pe 

9 Come up, ye horfes; and rage, ye chariots; and 
let the mighty men come forth; the Ethiopians and 
the Lybians, that handle the fhield ; and the Lydians, 
that handle and bend the bow. ae 

to For this 7s the day of the Lord Gop of hofts, a 
day of vengeance, that he may avenge him of his ad- 
verfaries : and the fword fhall devour, and it fhall be 
fatiate and made drunk with their blood: for the 
Lord Gop of hofts hath a facrifice in the north coun- 
try by the river Euphrates. ; 

11 Go up into Gilead, and take balm, O virgin, the 


Bary 





XLV. 4 That ahich I have built will I break dozun, &c.] The 
land and people which have-fo long flourifhed under the peculiar care of 
my providence, I refolve now to give up to utter deftruction. 


Generat Rerrecrrons on Chap. XLIV. XLV. 

The hardened ftate of the Jews amidft their calamities is an inftance of 
the moft defperate wickednefs; and of an impiety that muft ftrike 
every thinking perfon with horror; but thofe that continue obftinately 
in their crimes, become at laft the objeéts of the fearful vengeance of 
the Almighty, who at the fame time will be the protector of them 
that fear him. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on Chap. XLVI. 


10 The Lord—hath a facrifice, &c.] The deftruétion of men for 
their fins is called a facrifice, becaufe it makes fome kind of fatisfaction 
to the juftice of the Almighty. 





’ protection. 


fhould come and fmite the land of Egypt. 

14 Declare yein Egypt, and publith in Migdol, and 
publifh in Noph and in Tahpanhes: fay ye, Stand 
faft, and prepare thee; for the fword fhalf devour 
round about thee. 

is Why are thy valiant me {wept away? they ftood 
not, becaufe the Lorp did drive them. 

16 He-made miany to fall, yea, one fell upon ano- 
ther: and they faid, Arife, and let us go again to our 


own people, and to ‘the land of our nativity, from the 


opprefling {word. 

17 They did cry there, Pharaoh king of Egypt #s 
but a noife 3 he hath pafled the time appointed. 

18 As Llive, faith the king, whofe name zs the Lorp 
of hofts, Surely as Tabor 7s among the mountains, and 
as Carmel by the fea, /o fhall he come. 

1g O thou daughter dwelling in Egypt, furnith thy- 


_felfto go into captivity: for Noph thall be wafte and’ 


defolare without an inhabitant. : 

20 Egypt fs like a very fair -heifer, but deftru€iion 
cometh; it cometh out_of the north: 

21 Alfo her hired men are in the midft of her like 
fatted bullocks; for they alfo are turned back, and are 
fled away together: they did not fiand, becaufe the 
day of-their calamity was come upon them, aud the 
time of. their -vifitation. ‘ 

., 22 The voice thereof thall golike a ferpent; forthey 
fhall march with an army, and come again{t her with 
axes; as hewers of wood. 

23 bey fhall cut down her foreft, faith the Lorp, 
though it cannot be fearched ; becaufe they are,more 
than the grafhoppers. and are innumerable. ° 

24-The daughter of Egypt fhall be confounded, fhe 
fhali be delivercd intothe hand of the peopleofthe north. 

25 The Lorp of holts, the God of Ifrael, faith ; 
Behold, I will punifh the multitude of No; and Pha- 
raoh, and Egypt, with their gods, and ‘their kings ; 
even Phoraoh,. and a// them that truftiin-him :- 

26 And I will deliver them into the hand of thofe 
that feek their lives, and into the hand of Nebuchad~ 
rezzar king of Babylon, and into the -hand of his fer. 
vants : -and afterward it: fhall’be inhabited, as in the 
days of old, faith the Lorn. SP ae . 

27 ¥ But fear not thou, O my fervant Jacob, and 
be not difmayed, O Ifrael : for, behold, I-will fave thee 
from.afar off, and thy feed from the land of théir cap- 
tivity ; and Jacob fhalf return, and be in reft-and at 
eafe, and-none fhall make dim afraid. : 

28 Fear thou not, O Jacob my fervant, faith the 
Loro: for} am with thee; for 1 will makea fall end 
ofall the nations whither I have driven thee, but F 
will not make a fullenu of thee, but correét ‘thee in 
meafure; yet will I vot leave thee wholly unpunithed, 

- CHAP. XLVI. 
Lhe defiruion of ihe Philifiines. 
: . THE 


rr cet re 

25 F will panifh the multitude of No, &c.] The original is Ammon 
Minno, fignifying Ammon of No. The LXX. tranilation render it 
Diofpulis, the Greek word for Thebes, a city fa:nous fur the worth.p 
of Jupiter Ammon. 

27,28 Fear not thou, O my fervant Facob, &c.] Thefe words are an 
encou: agement to the church to trmit, in the moft porilous tim.s, in the 
power, wifdom, and goolnefs of God, who, after the night of affliétion 
is palt, will lift up the light of his countenance updn them, and give 
them peace and affurance fur ever. 


Generant ReFrrectrrons on Chap. XLVI. 


As the Jews, in their prefent dark aud deferted late, are monuments 
of God's veracity; so, in the midft of the various viciditudes and 
revoluiions incident to human aifairs, the Lord will always make 
thofe who truly ferve him the objeéts of his peculiar care and 


; COMMENTARY, 






“The judgment of Moab 7 JEREMIA H. for her prefumptuous pride, €3c, 


15 Moab is fpoiled, and gone up out of her cities, Before 





Before HE word of the Lorp that came to Jeremiah the 
oe _ prophet againft the Philiftines, before that Pha- |} andhis chofen young men are gonedown to the flaugh-CHxIsT 
; 00s 


raoh {mote Gaza. ter, faith the king, whofe name zs the Lorp of hafts. 


_ @ Thus faith the Lorp; Behold, waters rife up out 
of the north, and fhall be an overflowing flood, and 
shall overflow the land, and all that is therein; the city, 
and them that dweil therein: then the men fhall cry, 
and all the inhabitants of the land fhall how}. 

3 At the noife of the ftamping of the hoofs of his 
ftrong 4orfes, at the rufhing of his chariots, axzd at 
the rumbling of his wheels, the fathers fhall not look 
back to their children for feeblenefs of hands ; 

4 Becaufe of the day that cometh to fpoil all the 
Philiftines, end to cut off from Tyrus and Zidon 
every helper that remaineth ; for the Lorp will fpoil 
the Philiftines, the remnant of the country of Caph- 
tor. 

5 Baldnefs is come upon Gaza; Afhkelon is cut off 
with the remnant of their valley: how long wilt thou 
cut thyfelf? 

6 Othou fword of the Lorp, how long will it be 
ere thou be quiet? put up thyfelf into thy fcabbard, 
reft, and be ftill. : 

7 How can it be quiet, feeing the Lorp hath given 
it a charge againft Afhkelon, and againft the tea hore? 
there hath he appointed it. 

CHAP. XLVIII. 

1 The judgment of Moab, 7 for pride, 11 fecurity, 14 car~ 
nal confidence, 26 and contempt of God. 47 The refto- 
ration of Moab. 

GA!NST Moab thus faith the Lorp of hofts, 

the God of Ifrael: Woe unto Nebo! for it is 
fpoiled : Kiriathaim is confounded and taken : Mifgab 
is confounded and difmayed. 

2 There foall be no more praife of Moab: in Hefhbon 
they have devifed evil againft it; come, and let us cut it 
of from being a nation. Alfo thou fhalt be cut down, 
© Madmen; the {word fhall purfue thee. 

" 3 A voice of crying /aallbefrom Horonaim, fpoiling 

and great deftrnction. 

4 Moab is deftroyed; her little ones have caufed a 
cry to be heard. 

' For in the going up of Luhith continual weeping 
fhall go up; for in the going down of Horonaim the 
enemies have heard a cry of deftruction. 

6 Flee, fave your lives, and be like the heath in the 
wilderneis. 

7 For becaufe thou haft trufted in thy works and 
in thy treafures, thou halt alfo be taken ; and Che- 
mofh fhall go forth into captivity with his priefts and 
his princes together. 

8 And the fpoiler fhall come upon every city, and 
no city fhall efcape: the valley alfo fhall perifh, and the 
plain thall be deitroyed, as the Lorp hath fpoken. 

. 9 Give wings unto Moab, that it may flee and get 

away: for the cities thereof thall be defolate, without 

any to dwell therein. 

10 Curfed de he that doeth the work of the Lorp 
deceitfally, and curfed ée he that keepeth back his 
fword from blood. 

1 Moab hath been at eafe from his youth, and he 
hath fettled on his lees, and hath not been emptied 
from veflel to veffel, neither hath he gone into capti- 
vity : therefore his tafte remained in him, and his fcent 
is not changed. 

- y@ Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the Lorp, 

that I will fend unto him wanderers, that fhall caufe 
him to wander, and fhall empty his veffels, and break 
their bottles. 

13 And Moab fhall be afhamed of Chemofh, as the 
houfe of Irael was afhamed of Beth-el their confidence. 

i4 9 How fay ye, We are mighty and ftrong men 
for the war? ; 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XLVI. XLVUL 
XLVIL 3 The fathers foall not lack back to their children, &.) 
Anxiety fort heir own fafety hall extinguifh their gatural affection. 
4 


16 The calamity of Moab 7s near to come, and his ~ 


affliion hafteth fait. 

17 Allye that are about him, bemoan him; and all 
ye that know his name, fay, How is the ftiong ital 
broken, end the beautiful rod! 

18 Thou daughter that doft inhabit Dibon, come 
down from ¢/y glory, and fit in thirfi; for the fpoiler 
of Moab fhall come upon thee, avd he fhall deltroy thy 
flrong holds. 

1g O inhabitant of Aroer, ftand by the way, and 
efpy; afk him that fleeth, and her that efcapeth, and 
fay, What is done? ‘ 

20 Moab is confounded; for it is broken down: howl 
and cry; tell ye it in Arnon, that-Moab is fjSuiled, 

2t And judgment is come upon the plain country 3 
upon Holon, and upon Jahazah, and upon Mephaath, 

22 And upon Dibon, and upon Nebo, and upoa 
Beth-diblathaim, - : 

23 And upon Kiriathaim, and upon Beth-gamu), and 
upon Beth-meon, 

24 And upon Kerioth, an.) upon Bozrah, and upon 
all the cities of the land of Moab, far or near. 

25 The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is 
broken, faith the Lorp. 

26 {| Make ye him drunken: for he magnified: 4im- 
Jelf againtt the Lorp: Moab alfo fhall wallow in his 
vomit, and he alfo fhall be in derifion. 

27 For was not Ifrael a derifion unto thee? was he 
found among thieves ? for fince thou fpukelt of him 
thou fkippedft for joy. ; 

28 O ye that dwell in Moab, leave the cities, and 
dwell in the rock, and be like the dove ¢/at maketh ner 
neft in the fides of the hole’s mouth. 

29 We have heard. the pride of Moab, (he is ex- 
ceeding proud) his loftinefs, and his arrogancy, and 
his pride, and the haughtinefs of his heart. 

30 1 know his wrath, faith the Lory; but it /ball 
not de fo; his lies fhall not fo effect zt. 

3 Therefore will I howl for Moab, and I will cry 
out for all Moab; mine deart fhall mourn for the en 
of Kir-heres. 

ge © vine of Sibmah, I will weep for thee with the 
weeping of Jazer: thy plants are gone over the fea, 
they reach even to the fea of Jazer: the fpoiler is 
fallen upon thy fummer fruits and upon thy vin- 
tage. ‘< 
33 And joy and gladnefs is taken from the plentiful 
field, and from the land of Moab; and I have caufed 
wine to fail upon the wine preffes: none fhall tread 
with fhouting ; ¢beir fhouting /ba/l de no fhouting, 

34 From the cry of Hefhbon even unto Elealeh, avd 
even unto Jahaz, have they uttered their voice, from 
Zoar even unto Horonaim, as an heifer of three years 
old: for the waters alfo of Nimrim fhall be defolate. 

35 Moreover I will caufe to ceafe in Moab, faith the 
Lorn, him that offereth in the high places, and him 
that burneth incenfe to his gods. 

36 Therefore mine heart fhall found for Moab like 
pipes, and mine heart fhall found like pipes for the 
men of Kir-heres : becanfe the riches that he hath got~ 
ten are perifhed. 

37 For every head /hal/ Ze bald, and every beard 
clipped: upon all the hands /hal/ de cuttings, and upon 
the loins fackcloth. 

38 There hall be lamentation generally upon ail the 
houfetops of Moab, and in the itreets thereof: for I 
have broken Moab like a veffel wherein zs no pleafure, 
faith the Lorn. 

39 They fhall howl, faying, How is it broken down! 
how hath Moab turned the back with fhame! fo fhall 

Moab 
rennet a CS TS Tea a eT ITE 

"Baldnefi, &c.] This was a fign of great forrow, as wellas weak 


nefs. 
XLVIII- 6 Like the Beath in the wildernefi, &c.] Tharis, defolate. 
47 Yes 





The gucdzmenc of the Ammonites, CHAP. XLIX. Edom, Damafcus, Kedar, and Hazor. 


Before Mow be a derifion anda difmaying to all them about {J unpunifhed? thou fhalt not go unpunifhed, bac thou Before 


TRIST 





CHRIST him, 
00. 


4c For thus faith the Lorp; Behold, he thall fly as 
an eawle, and fhall fpread his wings over Moab. 

41 Kerioth is taken, and the ftrong holds are furpri- 
fed, ind the mighty men’s hearts in Moab at that day 
fhall le as the heart of a woman in her pangs. 

42 And Moab fhall be deftroyed from dezng a peo- 
ple, b:caufe he hath magnified Aim/elfagainft the Loap. 

43 Fear, and the pit, and the fnare, /£al/ de upon 
thee, D inhabitant of Moab, faith the Lorp. 

44 He that ficeth from the fear fhall fall into the pits 
and he that getteth up out of the pit fhall be taken 
-, in the fhare: for I will bring upon it, evex upon 

' Moab, the year of their vifitation, faith-che Lorp. 
4§ Uhey that fled ftood under the fhadow of Heth- 


bon becaufe of the force: but a fire fhall come forth - 


out of -lefhbon, and a flame from the midft of Sihon, 
and fhill devour the corner of Moab, and the crown 
of the head of the tumultuous ones. 

46 Woe be unto thee, O Moab! the people of Che- 
moth perifheth: for thy fons are taken captives, and 
thy daughters captives. 

47 § Yer will I bring the captivity of Moab in the 
latter days, faith the Lornp. Thus far is the judgment 


of Moab. 
CHAP. XLIX. : 
I The judgment of the Ammonites : 6 Their reftoration. 
ONCERNING the Ammorites, thus faith the 
Loap; Hath Ifrael no fons? hath he no heir? 
why. her doth their king inherit Gad, and his people 
dwell inhis cities ? 

2 Therefore, behold, the days come, faith the Lorp, 
that I will caufe an alarm of war to be heard in Rab- 
bah of the Ammonites ; and it thall be a defolate heap, 
and her daughters fhall be burned with fire: then 
fkall Ifrael be heir unto them that were his heirs, faith 
the Lorp. 

3 How!, O Hethbon, for Ai is fpoiled : cry, ye 
daughters of Rabbah, gird you with fackcloth ; lament, 
and run toand fro by the hedges; for their king fhall 
go into captivity, and his priefts and his princes toge- 
ther, 

4 Wherefore gloricft thou in the valleys, thy fow- 
ing valley, O backfliding daughter? that trufted in 
her treafures, /aying, Who fhali come unto me? 

5 Behold, I will bring a fear upon thee, faith the 
Lord Gop of hofts, from all thofe that beabout thee ; 
and ye fhall be driven outevery man right forth; and 
none fhall gather up him that wandereth. 

"6 9[ And afterward I will bring again the captivity 
of the children of Ammon, faith the Lorn. 

7 I Concerning Edom, thus faith the Lorp of hofts, 
{s wifdom no more in Teman? is counfel perithed 
from the prudent? is their wifdom vanithed? 

8 Fleeye, turn back, dwell deep, O inhabitants of 
Dedan ; for I willbring the calamity of Efau uponhim, 
the rime /bat J will viftt him. 

g If grapegatherers come to thee, would they nor 
leave fome gleaning grapes? if thieves by night, they 

‘will deftroy till they have enough. 

yo But I have made Efau bare, I have uncovered 
his fecret places, and he fhall] not be able to hide him- 
felf: his feed is fpoiled, and his brethren, and his 

neighbours, and he ¢s nor. 

rr Leave thy fatherlefs children, I will preferve them 
alive; and let thy widows truft in me. 

12 For thus faith the Lorn; Behold, they whofe 
Judgment was not to drink of the cup have affuredly 
drunken; and art thou he ‘shat fhall altogether go 


— 

47 Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab, &c.] ‘The prophet 
feems hereby to point out, that thefe people fhould be made members 
of Chrift’s kingdom, as foon as the gofpel was promulgated. 


Generau REFLECTIONS on Chap. XLVII. XLVIII. 


We may herein learn, that as righteoufnefs exalteth a nation, fo fin isa 
reproach to any people ; and that God, whois juft, as wellas mer- 
eal will reward or punifh all men according to their works, 

O. 52. 


fhalt-furely drink of is. 

13 For I have {worn by myfelf, faith the Loxp, 
that Bozrah fhall become a defolation, a reproach, @ 
wafte, anda curfe; and all the cities thereof fhall be 
perpetual waftes. 

14 I have heard a rumour from the Loxp, and an 
ambaffador is fent unto the heathen, Saying, Gather ye 
together, and come againtft her, and rife up to the battle. 

15 For, lo, I will make thee {mall among the hea- 
then, and defpifed among men. 

16 Thy terriblenefs hath deceived thee, and the pride 
of thine heart, O thou that dwelleft in the clefts of the 
rock, that holdeft the height of the hill : though thou 
fhouldeft make thy neft as highas the eagle, I will bring 
thee down from thence, faith the Lorp. 

17 Alfo Edom fhall be a defolation: every one that 


- goeth by it fhall be aftonifhed, and fhall hifs at all the 


plagues thereof. 

18 As in the overthrow of Sodom and. Gomorrah 
and the neighbour cities thereof, faith the Lorp, no 
man fhall abide there, neither fhall a fon of man dwell 
in it. 

19 Behold, he fhall come up like a lion from the 
{welling of Jordan againft the habitation of the ftrong : 
but I will fuddenly make him runaway from her: and 
who is a chofen man, that | may appoint over her? for 
who is like me ? and who will appoint me the time 2 
and who Zs that fhepherd thar will ftand before me ? 


600, 


20 Therefore hear the counfel of the Lonrpv, that he ~ 


hath taken againft Edom; and his purpofes, that he 
hath purpofed againft the inhabitants of Teman: Surely 
the leaft of the Hock fhall draw them our: furely he 
fhall make their habitations defolate with them. 

21 The earth is moved at the noife of their fall, at 


‘the cry the noife thereof was heard in the Red fea. 


22 Behold, he fhall come up and fly as the eagle, and 


‘f{pread his wings over Bozrah: and at that day fliall the 


heart of the mighty men of Edom beas the heart ofa | 


woman in her pangs. 

23 4 Concerning Damafcus. Hamath is confound- 
ed, and Arpad : for they have heard evil tidings : they 
are fainthearted ; there is forrow on the fea; it cannot 
be quiet. , 

24 Damafcus is waxed feeble, avd turneth herfclf to 
flee, and fear hath feized on der: anguith and forrows 
have taken her, as a woman in travail. 

25 How isthe city of praife not left, the city of my 
joy! 

; 26 Therefore her young men fhall fall in her ftreets, 
and all the men of war fhall be cut off in that day, faith 
the Lorp of hofts. 

27 And J will kindle a fire in the wall of Damafcus, 
and it fhall confume the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

28 GY Concerning Kedar, and concerning the king- 
doms of Hazor, which Nebuchadrezzar king of Baby- 
lon fhall {mite, thus faith the Lorp; Arife ye, go up 
to Kedar, and fpoil the men of the eaft. 

2g Their tents and their flocks fhall they take away : 
they fhall take to themfelves their curtains, and all their 
veffels, and their camels ; and they fhall cry unto them, 
Fear is on every fide. 

30 Flee, get you far off, dwell deep, O ye inha~ 
bitants of Hazor, faith the Lorp; for Nebuchadrez- 
zar king of Babylon hath taken counfel againft you, 
and hath conceived a purpofe againft you. 

31 Arife, get you up unto the wealthy nation, that 
dwelleth without care, faith the Lorp, which have 
neither gates nor bars, which dwell alone. 

32 And their camels fhall be a booty, and the mul- 

titude 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XLIX. 
5 None feall gather up him that wandereth.] None will afford thelter 
to the fugitives. 
19 lwill faddenly make him run away from her.} This fhould have 
been rendered, I will roufe him up, and make him run upon her. 
Who is that foepherd that will Land before me.) The meaning is, that 
a shepherd may as well encounter alion, as the beft‘appointed warrior 
contend with the Almighty. 
7Q Gangran 


The judgment of Elam ; 


' Before titude of their cattle a fpoil: and I will {catter into all 
£ winds them ¢haé are in the utmoft corners; and I will 


JEREMIAH. and of Babylon, 


12 Your mother fhall be fure confounded ; fhe hat Sere. 
bare you fhall be afhamed: behold, the hindermot ofCBRIST 





bring their calamity from all fides thereof, faith the 


Lorb. : 
33 And Hazor fhall be a dwelling for dragons, and 


a defolation for ever: there fhall no man abide there, 


nor any fon of man dwell in it. 


the nations feall be a wildernefs, a dry land, and a deert. 


13 Becaufe of the wrath of the Lorn it fhall net be . 


inhabited, but it fall be wholly defolate : everyone 
that goeth by Babylon fhall be aftonifhed, and h& at 
all her plagues. 


598. 4 9 The word of the Logp that came to Jeremiah 14 Put yourfelves in.array againft Babylon round 
the prophet againft Elam in the beginning of thereign |[ about: all ye that bend the bow, fhoot at her, ‘pare - 
of Zedekiah king of Judah, faying, .. no arrows: for fhe hath finned againft the Lorn. 

35 Thus faith the Lorp of hofls; Behold, I will. 15 Shout againit her round about : fhe hath riven 
break the bow of Elam, the chief of their might. her hand: her foundations are fallen, her walks are 
36 And upon Elam will I bring the four winds from |} thrown down: for it 7s the vengeance of the Lorp: 
the four quarters of heaven, and will fcatter them to- take vengeance upon her ; as fhe hath done, douato. 
ward all thofe winds; and there fhall be no nation her. 
whither the outcafts of Elam fhall not come. 16 Cut off the fower from Babylon, and-hin that 
37 For I will caufe Elam to be difmayed before their |{ handleth the ficklein the time of harveft: for tar of 
enemies, and before them that feek their life: and I the opprefling {word they fhall turn every oneto his 
will bring evil upon them, ewex my fierce anger, faith people, and they fhall flee every one to his own land. 
the Lorn; and I will fend the {word after them, - till 17 4 Ifrael és a fcattered fheep 3 the lions have dri-: 
I have confumed them : ven bim away: firft the king of Aifyria hath devoured 
38 AndI willfet my throne in Elam, and will de- him ; and Jaft this Nebuchadrczzar king of Bibylon’ 
ftroy from thence the king and the princes, faith the J} hath broken his bones. 
Lorp. 18 Therefore thus faith the Lorn of hofts, the Gad 
39 4 But it fhall come to pafs in the latter days, {| of Iirael; Behold, 1 will-punith the king of Eabylon 
that I will bring again the captivity of Elam, faith the [f and his land, as I have punifhed the king of Aflyria. 
Lorp. 19 And I will bring Ifrael again to his habitation, 
CHAP L. . and he fhall feed on Carmel and Bafhan, and his fout 
Ty 9, 215,35 The judgment of Babylon. 4, 17, 33 Ite |] fhall be fatisGed upon mount Ephraim and Gilead. 
redemption of Lfracl. go In thofe days, andinthattime, faith thz Lorp, 

595. APE word that the Lorp fpake againft Babylon the iniquity of Ifrael fhall be fought for, and /hcre halt 

and againft the land of the Chaldeans by Jere- éenone; and the fins of Judah, and they fhali not be’ 


miah the prophet. : 
2 Declare ye among the nations, and publifh, and 


fet up a ftandard; publith, and conceal not: fay, Ba- 


bylon is taken, Bel is confounded, Merodach is broken 
in pieces ; her idols are confounded, her images are 
broken in pieces. 

3 For out of the north there cometh up a nation 
againft her, which fhall make her land defolate, and 
none fhall dwell therein: they fhall remove, they fhall 
depart, both man and beaft. ; 

. 44 Inthofe days, and inthat time, faith the Lorn, 
the children of Hrael fhall come, they and the children 
of Judah together, going and weeping: they fhall go, 
and feek the Lorp their God. . 

5 They fhall afk the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, /aying, Come, and let us join ourfelves 
to the Lorp in a perpetual covenant sbas fhall not be 
forgotten. 

6 My people hath been loft fheep: their fhepherds 
have caufed them to go aftray, they have turned them 
away oz the mountains: they have gone from moun- 
tain to hill, they have forgotten their reftingplace. 

7 All that found them have devoured them: and 
their adverfaries faid, We offend not, becaufe they 
have finned againft the Lorn, the habitation of juftice, 
even the Lorn, the hope of their fathers. 

8 Remove out of the midft of Babylon, and go 
forth out of theJand of the Chaldeans, and be as the 
he goats before the flocks. 

9 ¥ For, lo, I will raife and caufe to come upagainit 
Babylon an affembly of great nations from the north 
country: and they fhall fet themfelvesin array againft 
her; from thence fhe fhall be taken : their arrows all 
beas of amighty expert'man ; none fhall retuynin vain. 

1o And Chaldea fhall be a fpoil: all that fpoil her 
fhall be fatisfied, faith the Lorp. 

rt Becaufe ye were glad, becanfe ye rejoiced, O ye 
deftroyers of mine heritage, becaufe ye are grown fat 
as the heifer at grafs, and bellowas bulls ; 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. XLIX. J 
Let us be properly affected at the feverity of God’s judgments on the 
heathen, .while we adore the beautiful gradation of his providence, 
till all his purpofes are fully completed. 
COMMENTARY anoNOTES on CHAP. L.LL.. 
Be 5 They foallafk the way to Zion, &c.] This refers-to the uni- 
ree 3 


found : :for I will pardon them whom réferve 

21 [Go up againft the land of Merathaim, even 
againit it, and againft the inhabitants of Pekod: wafte: 
and utterly deftroy after them, faith the Lorp, anddo 
according to all that I have commanded thee. 

22 Aiound of battle #s in the land, and of great’ 
deftruction. 

23 How is the hammer’ of the whole earth cut 
afunder and broken! how is Babylon become a defo- 
lation among the nations! 

24 1 have Jaicl a fare for thee, and thou art alfo 
taken, O Babylon, and thou waft not aware: ‘thou 
art found, and alfo caught, becanfe thou haf ftriven 
againit the Lorp. 

25 The Lorp hath opened his armoury, and hath. 
brought forth the weapons of ‘his indignation: for 


‘| this zs the work of the Lord Gop of tofts in the land 


of the Chaldeans. 

.26 Come againg her from the utmoft border, open 
her ftorehoufes: caft her up as heaps, and deftroy her’ 
utterly : let nothing of her be left. 

27 Slay all her bullocks; let them go down to the 
flaughter: woe unto them! for their day is come, the’ 
time of their vifitation. ; 

28 The voice of them that flee and efcape out of the’ 
land of Babylon, to declare in Zion the vengeance 
of the Lorp our God, the vengeance of his temple. 

29 Call together the archers again{ft Babylon: all 
ye that bend the bow, camp again{t it round about; 
let none thereof efcape: recompentfe her according to 
her work; according co all that the hath cone, do unto 
her: for fhe hath been prond againit the Lorn, againft 
the Holy One of Ifrael. 

30 Therefore fhall her young men fall in the ftreets, 
and all her men of war fhall be cut off in that day, 
faith the Lorn. , 

3 Behold, I am againft thee, O tho moft proud, 
faith the Lord Gop of hofts: for thy day is come, thé” 
time ‘baz I will vifit thee. 


Caen nn cn ee nee Te ee an 5 
verfal cal] under the gofpel, when many, both Jews and Gentiles, fhalk:: 
feek the Lord with their whole heart, repent of their fins, and be 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, by divine grace. ° 

x8 J have punifbed the king of Affjria.j Ninevah, the capital of Af 


595- 


g2And . 


fyria was deftroyed, its laf king flain, and the {cat of empire removed 


to Babylon. 3 
39 Lhe. 





The redemption of Ifrael. 


Before 


CHRIST none fhall ra:fe him up 


595° 


2 And the moft proud fhall {tumble and fall, and 
: and I will kindle a fire in his 
cities, and ict fhall devour all round about him. 

33 4 Thus faich the Lorp of hofts; The children 
of Ifracl and the children of Judah were oppreffed to- 
gether: and all that took them captives held them 
faft; they refufed to let them go. 

34 Their redeemer is ftrong; the Lorn of hofts és 
his name: he fhall throughly plead their caufe, that 


he may give reft to the land, and difquiet the inhabi- 


tants of Babylon. 

35 4| A fword ss upon the Chaldeans, faith the Lorp 
and upon the inhabitants of Babylon, and upon-her 
princes, and upon her wife mex. 

36 A fword is upon the lars; and they fhall dote : 
a fword 7s upon her mighty men; and they fhall be 
difmayed. 

37 A fword is upon theirhorfes, and upon theircha- 
riots, and upon all the mingled people that ee in the 
midft of her; and they fhail become as women: a {word 
zs upon her treafures ; and they ihall be robbed. 

38 A drought 7s upon her waters; and they fhall 
be dricd up: for it 7s the land of graven images, and 
they are mad-upon fdcir ids. 

39 Therefore the wild beafts of the defert with the 
wild beafis of the iflands fhall dwell shere, and the 
owls thall dwell herein : and it thall be no more inha- 
bited for ever; neither fhall it be dwelc in trom gene- 
ration to gencration. 

4a As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah and 
the neighbour c7fes thereof, faith the Lorp ; /a thall 
no man abide there, neither fhall any fon of man 
dwell therein. 

41 Behold, a people fhall come from the north, and 
a great nation, and many kings fhall be raifed up from 
the coafts of the earth. 

" 42 They fhail hold the bow and the lance: they are 
crucl, and will not fhew mercy: their voice fhall roar 
like the fea, and they fhall ride upon horfes, every ane 


put in/array, like a man tothe battle, againft thee, O - 


daughter of Babylon. 
43 The king of Babylon hath heard the report of 


them, and sis hands waxed feeble: anguifh took hold 
efhim, avd pangs as of a woman in travail. 

44 Behold, he fhall come up like a lion from the 
fwelling of Jordan unto the habitation of the ftrong: 
but Iwill make them fuddenly run away from her: and 
who ¢sa chofen man, that | may appoint over her? for 
who zs like me? and who will appoint me the time? 
and who ?s thattthepherd that will ftand before me? 

45 Therefore hear ye the counfel of the Lorn, that 
he hath taken again{t Babylon; and his purpofes, that 
he hath purpofed againfl the land of the Chaldeans : 
Surely the leaft of the flock thall draw them out : furely 
he fhall make sbefr habitation defolate with them. 

46 Atthe noife of the taking of Babylon the earth 
is moved, and the cry is heard among the nations. 

CHAP. LI. 
The fevere judaments of o againft Babylon in revenge of 
rael.* : : 
HUS faith the Lorn; Behold, I will raife up 
againft Babylon, and againft them that dwell in 
the midft of them that rife up againft me, a deitroy- 
ing wind; 

‘2 And will fend unto Babylon fanners, that fhall fan 
her, and shall empty her Jand: for in the day of trou- 
ble they fball be again{t hor round about. 

3 Againk bin that bendeth let the archer bend his 


‘ bow, and againft Sim tha lifteth himfelfup in his bri- 


gandine : and fpare ye not her young men ; deftroy ye 


utterly all her hoft. ee 
4 hus the flain fhall fall in the land of rhe Chal- 


deans, and shy tbat are thruft through in her ftreets. 


39 The wild beafts of the defert—fkall dwell there, &c.] Jerom 
aflares us, that in his time, the place where Babylon ftood, was 
turned into a park, wiiere the king of Perfia ufed to hunt; and Mr. 
Hanway, who vifited this fpot, tells us, that in the plate where Ba- 
bylon food, will beafts are fo numerous, that itis not eafy to view 


CHAP. LI. 


5 For Ifrael ba/s not been forfaken, nor Judah ofhis Before 


God, of the Lorn of hofts; though their land was 
filled with fim againft the Holy One of Ifrael. 

6 Flee out of the midft of Babylon, and deliver 
évery man his foul: be not cut off in her iniquity ; for 
this es the time of the Lorp’s vengeance ; he will ren-= 
der unto her a recompence. 

7 Babylon haty becn a golden cup in the Lorp’s 
hand, that made all the earth drunken: the nations 
see drunken of her wine; thercfore che nations are 
mad. 

8 Babylon is fuddenly fallen and deftroyed: howl 
for her; take balm for her pain, if fo be ihe may be 
healed. a 

g We would have healed Babylon, but fhe is not 
hea‘ed: forfake her, and Iet us go every one into his 
own country: for her judgmenc reacheth unto heaven, 
and is litted up ezew to the fkies. : 

10 The Lorp hath brought torth our righteoufnels: 
come, and Jet us declare in Zion the work of the Lorp 
our God. 

11 Make bright the arrows; gather the fhiclds: the 
Lorp hath raifed up the fpirit of the kings of the 
Medes: for his device zsagainft Babylon to deftroy it; 
becaule it is the vengeance of the Lorn, the vengeance 
of his temjle. : 

12 Set up the ftandard upon the walls of Babylon, 
make the watch ftrong, fet up the watchmen, prepare 
the ambufhes: for the Lorp hath both devifed and 
done that which he fpake ayainft the inhabitants of 
abylon, - 

13 O thou that dwel!lceft upon many waters, abun. 
dGanr in treafures, thine end is come, avd the meafure 
of thy covetoufnefs. , 

-14 ‘The Lorp of hofts hath fworn by himfelf, faying, 
Surely I will fill thee with men, as with caterpillers ; 
and tiey fhall lift-upa fhout againft thee. 

16 He hati, made tie earth by lis power, he hath 
eflablifhed the world by his wifdom, and hath ftretch— 
ed out the heaven by his underftanding. 

16 Whenhe uttereth dis voice, ‘ere is a multitude 
of waters in the hcavens ; and he caufeth the va;ours 
to afcend from the encs of the earth: He maketh light- 
nings with rain, and bringeth forth the wind out of his 
treafures. 

17 Every man is brutith by bis knowledge; every 
founder is confounded by the graven image: for his 
molten image zs falfehcod, and ¢bere 7s no breath in 
them. 

18 They are vanity, the work of errors : in the time 
of iheir vifitation they fhall perifh. 

19 ‘The portion of Jacob zs not like them; for he 7s 
the former of aj] things: and J/rac/ is the rod of his in~ 
heritance: the Lorp of hofts zs his name. 

20 Thou ert my battle ax avd weapons of war: for 
with thee will I break in picces the nations, and with 
thee will ] deftroy kingdoms ; 

a1 And with thee will 1 break in pieces the horfe 
and his rider ; and with thee will I break in pieces the 
chariot and his rider. 

22 With thee alfo will 1 break in pieces man and 
woman; and with thee will 1 break in pieces oid and 
young; and with thee will I break in pieces the young 
man and the maid ; ‘ 

23 I will alfo break in pieces with thee the fhepherd 
and his flock ; and with thee will I break in pieces the 
hufbandman and his yoke of oxen ; and with thee will 
I break in pieces Captains and rulers. 

24 °And-I will render unto Babylon and to all the 
inhabitants of Chaldea ail their evil that they have 
done in Zion ‘in your fight, faith the Lorn. 

25 Behold, 1 am againft thee, O deftroying moun- 

tain, 


, . 
the remains of the place, without being torn to pieces by thofe de- 

vouring animals. . 
Li. 4 The flain, &c.] The Hebrew word Ab/alin, here tran{> 
lated « flain,?? Should have been rendered foldiers, 
3 : 4. How 


‘God's fevere judgment again ft Babylon, 


Ist 


595° 


Hrael revenged in the 


"Before tain, faiththe Lop, whichdeftroyeft all the earth : and 
CHRIST] will ftretch out mine hand upon thee, and roll thee 


JEREMIAH. 


rumour that fhall be heard in the land; a rumour thall Before 
both come ove year, and after that in another year fhal{/CHRIsT 


utter defolation of Babyton, 


deliver ye every man his foul from the fierce anger of 
the Lorp. : 
46 And left your heart faint, and ye fear for the 





41 How is Shefoach taken! &c.}] How is Babylon taken! This city 
was furprifed at the time of the feftival called Sacchza, dedicated to 
Shefhach, a goddef3 of the Babylonians. 
ae Gentrat Reriections on Chap. L. LI. 

The examples here before us shew, that unjuft princes, and particu- 
Z 


he began to reign, and he reigned cleven years in 
Jerufalem. And his mother’s name zas Hamutal the 


daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. ; 
2 And 





larly perfecutors, and the enemies of the church, fhall not always 
profper, but at length receive their deferved punifhment : we may 
alfo gather from hence, that as old Babylon was deftroyed, God 
will likewife one day deftroy the myftical Babylon, and entirely 


abolith the kingdom of antichrift. 
COMMENTARY 


593° down from the rocks, and will make thee a burnt come a rumour, and violence in the land, ruler againf{ 595° 
mountain. ruler. 

26 And they fhall not take of thee a {tone for acor- 47 Therefore, behold, the days come, that I will do 
ner, nor a ftone for foundations ; but thou fhale be de- judgment upon the graven images of Babylon: and 
folate for ever, faith the Lorn. her whole land fhall be confounded, and ail her flain 

27 Set ye up a ftandard inthe land, blow the trumpet fhall fall in the midft of her. 
among the nations, prepare thenations againit her, call 48 Then the heaven and the earth, and all that és 
together againft her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, therein, fhall fing for Babylon: for the fpoilers thal 
and Afhchenaz; appoint a captain againft her; caufe }} come unto her from the north, faich the Lor. 
the horfes to come up as the rough caterpillars. 49 As Babylon hath caufed the flain of Mrael to fall ; 

28 Prepare again{t her the nations with the kings fo at Babylon fhall fall the flain of all the earth, 
of the Medes, the captains thereof, and all the rulers 50 Ye that have efcaped the fword, go away, ftand 
thereof, ana all the land of his dominion. not {till : remember the Lorp afar off, and Iet Jerufa. 

29 And the land fhall tremble and forrow ; for every lem come into your mind. ‘ 
purpofe of the Lorp thall-be performed again{t Baby- st Weare confounded, becaufe we have heard re- 
Ton, to make the land of Babylon a defolation without proach: fhame hath covered our faces: for ftrangers 
an inhabitant. : are come into the fanctuaries of the Lorp’s houfe. 

30 The mighty men of Babylon have forborn to 52 Wheretore, behold, the days come, faiththe Lorp, 
fight, they have remained in their holds: their might that I will do judgment upon her graven images ; and 
hath failed; they became as women: they have burn- through all her land the wounded thall groan. 
ed her dwelling places; her bars are broken. . $3 Though Babylon fhould mount up to heaven, and 

gt One pott fhall run to meet another, and one mef- though fhe fhould fortify the height of her ftrength, yet 
{enger to meet another, to fhew the king of Babylon from me fhall fpvilers come unto her, faith’the Lorop., ° 
that this city istaken at ove end, 54 A found of a cry cometh from Babylon, and great 

32 And that the paflages are ftopped, and the reeds deftruction from the land of the Chaldeans:  s 
they have burned with fire, and the men of war are $5 Becaufe the Loxp hath fpoiled Babylon, and de- 
affrighted. . ftroyed out of her the great voice; when her waves do 

33 For thus faid the Lorn of hofts, the God of If roar like great waters, a noife of their voice is uttered: 
rael; The daughter of Babylon zs like a threfhing floor, 56 Becaufe the fpoiler is come upon her, evex upon 
af is time to threfh her: yeta little while, andthe time Babylon, and her mighty men aretaken, every one of 
of her harveft fhall come. their bows is broken: for the Lory God of recompen- 

34 Nebuchadrezzar the king of Babylon hath de- ces fhall furely requite. 
voured me, he hath crufhed me, he hath made me an 57 And I will make drunk her princes, and her wife 
empty veffel, he hath {wallowed me up like a dragon, men, her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: 
he hath filled his belly with my delicates, he hath caft and they fhall fleep a perpetual fleep, and not wake, 
me out. faith the king, whofe name zs the Lorv of holts. 

35 The violence done to me and to my flefh de upon 58 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts ; the broad walls 
Babylon, fhall the inhabitant of Zion fay; and my of Babylon fhall be utterly broken, and her high gates 
blood upon the inhabitants of Chaldea, fhall Jerufalem fhall be burned with fire; and the people fhall Jabour 
fay. : in vain,and the folk in the fire, and they fhall be weary. 

36 Therefore thus faith the Lorn; Behold, I will _ $9 Y The word which Jeremiah the prophet com- | ° 
plead thy caufe, and take vengeance for thee ; and I manded Seraiah the fonof Neriah, thefon of Maafeiah, 
will dry up her fea, and make her fprings dry. when he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah into 

37 And Babylon fhall become heaps, a dwelling Babylon in the fourth year of his reign. And this Se- 
place for dragons, and aftonifhment, and an hiffing, raiah wasa quiet prince. 
without an inhabitant. 60 So Jeremiah wrote ina book all the evil that 

38 They fhall roar together like lions: they fhall fhould come upon Babylon, evex all thefe words that 
yell as lions’ whelps. are written againft Babylon. 

In their heat I will make'their feafts, and I will 61 And Jeremiah faid to Seraiah, When thou comeft 
make them drunken, that they may rejoice, and fleepa to Babylon, and fhalt fee; and fhalt read all thefe words ; 
perpetual fleep, and not wake, faith the Lorp. 62 ‘Then fhale thou fay, O Lorp, thou haft fpoken 

40 I will bring them down like lambs to the flaugh- againft this place, to cut it off, that none fhall remain 
ter, like rams with he goats. jn it, neither man nor beaft, butthat it fhall be defo-. 

41 How is Shefhach taken! and how is the praife |} late for ever. 

.of the whole earth furprifed! how is Babylon become 63 And it fhall be, when thou haft made an end of 
an aftonifhment among the nations.! ‘ reading this book, ¢ba/ thou fhalt bind a ftone to it, 

42 The feais come up upon Babylon: fhe is covered and caft it into the midft of Euphrates : 
with the multitude of the waves thereof. ~ 64. And thou fhalt fay, Thus fhall Babylon fink, 

43 Her cities are a defolation, a dry Jand, and a and fhall not rife from the evil that I will bring upon 
wildernefs, a land wherein no man dwelleth, neither her: andthey fhall be weary. Thus far are the words 
doth gxy fon of man pafs thereby. of Jeremiah, ; 

44 And I will punifh Bel in Babylon, ard I will CHAP. LII. 
bring forth out of his mouth that which he hath fwal- 1 Zedekiah rebelleth. 4 Ferufalem befieged and taken. 8 
lowed up: and the nations fhall not flow together any - Zedekiah’s fons flain, 12 Nebuxar-adan [pdiletb the city: 
more unto him: yea, the wall of Babylon fhall fall. 24 he carrieth away the captives. 

45 My people, go ye out of the midft of her, and EDEKIAH was one and twenty ycars old when 599° 





Jeremiah lamenteth 


CHAP. LIL. 


7 —— the mifery of Ferufalem: 


Penne NN 


Before 2 And he did that which was evil in the eyes of the 
CHRISTY orn, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 

59% 3 For through the anger of the Lorp it came to pafs 
in Jerufalem and Judah, till he had caft them out from 
his prefence, that Zedekiah rebelled againft the king of 
Babylon. : 

4 4 And it came to pafs in the ninth year of his. 
reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth dayof the month, 


that Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon came, he and all’ 


his army, againft Jerufalem, and pitched againft it, and 
built forts againit it round about. 
So the city was befieged unto the eleventh year of 
king Zedekiah. . ‘ 
6 And in.che fourth month, in the-ninth day of the 
month, the famine was fore in the city, fo that.there was 
no bread for the people of the land. 


x88. 


7 Then the city was broken up, and all the nen oF 


war fled, and went forth out of the City. by night: by the 
7 way of the’ gate berween the two walls, which was by 
«the king’s gardeni; (now the Chaldeans: were by the city 
round about:) and they went by .the way of the 
plain. q Eee ee res 
8 ¢ But the army of the.Chaldeans purfued after thé 
king, and overtook Zédekiahi in the plains of Jericho; 
and all his army were fcattered from him. | . 

g Then they took the king, and carried him-up unto 
the king of Babylon to Riblah in the.land of Hamath, 
where he gave judgment upon him, - : 

10 And the king of Babylon flew the fons of Ze- 

dekiah before his eyes: le flew alfo-all the princes of 
Judah in Riblah. 
. rt Then’he put ont the eyes of Zedekiah ; and the 
king of Babylon bound him in chains, and carried him 
to Babylon, and put him in prifon till the day of his 
death. 

12 G Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the 
month, which was the nineteenth year of .Nebuchad- 
ezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain 
of the guard, which ferved the king of Babylon, into 
Jerufalem, 

13 And burned the houfe of the Lorn, and the King’s 
‘-houle ; and all the houfes of. Jerufalem, and all the 
houfes of the great men, burned he with fire: 

34/And all the army of the Chaldeans, that ewere with 
the captain of the guard, brake down all the walls of 
Jerufalem round about. : 

15 Then Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard 


carried away captive certaiz of the poor-of.the peuple, 


and the refidue of the people that remained in the city, 
and thofe that fell away, thar fell to the king of Baby- 
Jon, and the reft of the multitude. Lo 
16 But Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard left 
certain of the poor of the land tor vinedreflers and for 
hufbandmen. Bhs dee valle. SP tats 
17 0 Alfo the pillars of brafs that cere in the houife 
of the Lorn, and thebafes, and the brafen fea rhat was 
in the houfe of the Loan, the Chaldeans brake, and 
carried all the brafs of them to Babylon. ie ate 
18 The caldrons alfo, and the thovels, and the fnuf- 
fers, and the bowls, and the {poons, and all the veffels 
of brafs wherewith they miniftered; took they away. 
a9 And the bafons, and the firepans, and the bowls, 


COMMENTARY axvd NOTES 'on CHAP, LI: 


Tt is generally thought that what we, have in this chapter was not 
penned bythe prophet Jeremiah, wha itis not probable would have 
fo largely repeated what he had related before, chapter xxxix. and 
could not hittorically relate what happened after his time, as, fome 
things did, which are mentioned towards the end of the chapter, from 
ver. 31. tothe end. ‘They therefore rather think it penned by fome er 
other of thofe in Babylon, and put in here asa pretuceto the book of 
the Lamentations. What we havein the three firft verfes is entirely 
taken out of 2 Kings xxiv. 18,20, - 

13 And burned the houfe of the Lard, &ce}] After it had flood, uc- 
cording to Jofephus, four hundred and feventy years; but archbitho 
Uther reckons only four huadred and twenty-tour years from ites ‘firft 
foundstion by Solomon. ; 

30 Were four thoufand and fix 

No. 52. 















bundred.| OF this we read nothing 


and the caldrons, and the candlellicks, and the fpoons, 
and the cups; tha? which was of gold iz gold, and that 
which was of filver in filver, took the captain of tlie 
guardaway. a aot : e 

20 The two pillars, one fea, and twelve brafen bulls 
that were under the bafes, which king Solomon had 


/Made in the houfe of the Lorp: the brafs of all thefe 
‘veffels was without weight. 


21 And concerning the pillars, the height of one pillar 
was eighteen cubits; and a fillet of twelve cubits-did 
compals it; and the thicknefs thereof was four fingers: 
it was hollow. : oo Nas 

‘22 And a chapiter of brafs «vas upon it;:and the 
height of one chapiter was five cubits, with net-work 


| and pomegranates. upon the chapiters round about,-all 
of brafs. 


The fecond pillar alfo and the pomegranates 
were like unto thefe. 

23 And there were ninety and fix pomegranates on 
a fide; arid -all the pomegranates .upon the. network 
were an hundred round about. | Cea 

24 §..And the captain of the guard took 'Sefaiah 
the chief pricft, and Zephaniab the fecond prieft,,.and 
the three keepers of the door: / a 

25 He took alfo out of the city an eunuch, whichthad: 
the charge of the men of war; and feven men of them 
that were near‘the king’s perfon, which were found in’ 
the city; and: the principal fcribe of che hoft, who muf+ 
tered the people of the land; and threefcore -men of 
the people of :fhe land, that were found in the midit of 
the city. «2° ' : : 

26 So Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard took 
them and brought them to the king of Babylon to 
Riblah.  - ‘i : ee 

27: And the king of Babylon {mote them, and put 
them.to death in Riblahin theland of Hamath. Thus 
Judah was carried away captive out of his own land.. 

28 9§[ This 7s the people whom Nebuchadrezzar car- 


ried away captive: in the feventh year three choufand. 


Jews and threeandtwenry: >... . eg Ait 2S 
29 In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadrezzar ‘he. 

carried away captive from Jerufalem. eight 

thirty and two perfons: 

30 In the three and 
rezzar Nebuzar-adan the-caprain of the guard: carried 
away captive of the Jews feven:hundred forty.and five 
perfons: all the perfons were four thoufand and fix 
hundred. Sap Rh. ae 

gt G& And it came to pafs in the feven and-thirtieth: 

ear of the captivity of Jehoiachin king. of. Judah,-in 
the twelfth month, in the five and twentieth day of the 
month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the fir/a 
year of his reign lifted up the head of Jehoiachin king 
of Judah, and brought him forth out of prifon,: . :.:.. 
g2 And-fpake kindly unto him, and fet his throne 
above the throne of the kings that were with: high in 
Babylon, ‘ ‘ 

33 And changed his prifon garments: and he did 
continually eat bread betore him all the'days of his 
life. . ‘ 

4 And for his diet, there was a continual diet given 
him of the king of Babylon, every day a portion until 
the day of his death, all the days of his life. 


The 


a : - — ram : nat zs Lae = ba 
in-holy writ;-fome judge it to have been upon occafion cf Ifhmael’s : 
killing Gedaliah, but this was four years after the taking of ‘the city, 
ae we are mbt certain what at this time brought again the Chaldean 
‘orce. ss ; er 
31 Evil merodach, &c.] "This implies, foolifh Merodachy becaufe he 
was a profligate and vicious prince. 

34 Until the day of bit death,” &c.] This is a moft unneceffary 
Tepetition ; not in 2 Aiegs xxv. jo. nor in our oldeft manufcripts of 


{ this prophecy : it fhould therefore be rejected as a corruption of the 


texts: 
Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. LIT. 
From the whole of this prophecy we may remark, that the threatenings 
_ of God, which he had fo often denounced, were accomplifhed ; which | 
affords us a ftriking ere that God does at laft punifh a people 
who go on obftinately in their fins, and does not even exempt thofe 
who are in his covenant from temporal punithments. 
ZR COMMENTARY 
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The LAMENTATIONS of JEREMIAH. 


eee ; 
THE ARGUMENT. 


This beautiful poetical compofition is divided into five parts ; in the firft, fecond, and fourth, the prophet, or Ferufalem, is 
introduced {peaking ; in the third, the chorus of the Fews fpeaks ; and in the fifth, the whole body of that nation, prefent 
their groans and fupplications to God in their captivity. The file is lively and pathetic, the fubjett moft affecting, and 
exhibits the moft elegant difplay of true patriotifm that ever was tranfmitted to pofterity. One would think (fags an 
elegant writer) that every letter was written with @ tear, and every word the found of a breaking heart. The 
anfpired penman does not herein arraign the condu& of the Almighty, but fat down in filence, and in humility acknow- 
fledged, that the fins of the people had brought down thefe judgments upon them. 


eee 


13 From above hath he fent fire intomy bones, and Before 
it prevaileth againft them: he hath fpread a net for Clikisy 
my feet, he hath turned me back: he hath made me 5% 
defolate and faint all the day. 

14 Theyoke of my tranfgreffions is bound by his 
hand: they are wreathed, avd come upupon my neck: 











CHAP. I. 
1 The miferable eftate of Ferufalem for ber fin: 12 her 
complaint: 18 fhe confeffeth God's judgments to be juft. 
OW doth the city fit folitary, that was full of 
H people! Jow is fhe become as a widow! fhe 
that was great among the nations, avd princefs 


Before 
CHRIST 
588, 


among the provinces, sow is fhe become tributary! 

2 She weepeth fore in the night, and her tears‘are on 
her cheeks : among all her lovers fhe hath none to com- 
fort der: all her friends have dealt treatheroufly with 
her, they are become her enemies. 

3 Judah is gone into captivity becaufe of affliction, 
and becaufe of great fervitude: fhe dwelleth among the 
heathen, fhe findeti no reft: all her perfecutors over- 
took her between the ftraits. 

4 The ways of Zion do mourn, becaufe none come 
to the folemn feafts: all her gates are defolate: her 
priefts igh, her virgins are afflicted, and fhe zs in bit- 
ternefs. 

5 Her adverfaries are the chief, her enemies profper; 
for the Lorn hath afflicted her for the multitude of her 
tranfgreffions: her children are gone into captivity be- 
fore the enemy. 

6 And from the daughter of Zion all her beauty is 
departed : her princes are become like harts ¢hat find 
no pafture, and they are gone without ftrength before 
the purfuer. 

4 Jerufalem remembered in the days of her affliction 
and of her miferies all her pleafant things that fhe had 
in the days of old, when her people fell into the hand 
of the enemy, and none did help her: the adverfaries 
faw her, and did mock at her fabbaths. 

8 jerufalem hath grievoufly finned; therefore fhe 
is removed : all that honoured her defpifeth her, be- 
caufe they have feen her nakednefs: yea, fhe figheth, 
and turneth backward. 

9 Her filthinefs zs in her fkirts; fhe remembereth 
not her lait end; therefore fhe came down wonderfully: 
fhe had no comforter. O Lorp, behold my affliction: 
for the enemy hath magnified Jim/felf. __- 

xo The adverfary hath fpread out his hand upon all 
her pleafant things: for fhe hath feen ¢/at the heathen 
entered into her fanctuary, whom thou didft command 
tbat they fhould not enter into thy congregation. 

a1 Allher people figh, they feek bread; they have 
given their pleafant things for meat to relieve the foul: 
fee, O Lorp, and confider ; for I am become vile, 

12° Js 7f nothing to you, all ye that pafs by? be- 
hold, and fee if there be any forrow like unto my for- 
row, which isdone unto me, wherewith the Lorn hath 
afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP.I. 


2 Among all her lowers, foe hath none to comfort her, &c.) Allher 
allies, viz. the Egyptians and Affyrians, whole friendthip courted 
by finful compliances, have forfaken her in her affliction, and even join 
with her enemics in infulting over her. . 

7 Dil mock at ber fabbaths.}| The heathens always ridiculed 
the Jews for the ftrict attention they paid te theic fabbaths; which 


he hath made my ftrength to fall, the Lorp hath deli- 
vered me into their hands, from whom I am not able 
to rife up. ; 

15 The Lorp hath trodden under foot all my 
mighty men in the midit of me: he hath called an af- 
fembly againft me to crufh my young men: the Lorp 
hath trodden the virgin, the daughter of Judah, as in 
a wineprefs. 

16 For thefe things I‘weep; mine eye, mine eye run- 
neth down with water, becaufethe cemforter that fhould 
relieve my foul is far from me: my children are defo~ 
late, becaufe the enemy prevailed. 

17 Zion fpreadeth forth her hands, and there is 
none to comfort her: the Lorp hath comntanded con- 
cerning Jacob, ‘#at his adverfaries /bould be round about 
him: Jerufalem is as a menftruous woman among thent. 

18 § The Lorn is righteous; for I have rebelled 
againft his commandment: hear, I pray you, all peo- 
ple, and behold my forrow: my virgins and my young 
men are gone into captivity. 

19 I called for my lovers, bué they deceived me: 
my priefts and mine elders gave up the ghoft in the 
city, while they fought their meat to relieve their fouls. 

20 Behold, O Lorn; for [ amin diftrefs: my bowels 
are troubled; mine heart is turned wichin me; for I 
have grievoufly rebelled: abroad the {word bereaveth, 
at home éhere is as death. 

21 They have heard that I figh: there is none to 
comfort me: all mine enemies have heard of my trou- 
ble; they are glad that thou haft done zt: thou wilt 
bring the day ¢4a¢ thou haft called, and they fhall be 
like unto me. 

22 Let all their wickednefs come before thee ; and 
do unto them, as thou haft done unto me for all my 
tranfgreffions: for my fighs are many, and my heart 


zs faint. 
CHAP. II. 
1 Jeremiah lamenteth the mifery of Ferufalem: 20 be 
complaineth thereof to God. 

OW hath the Lorp covered the daughter of 
H Zion with a cloud in his anger, end caft down 
from heaven unto the earth the beauty of Ifrael, and 
remembered not his footftool in the day of his anger! 

2 The Lorn hath fwallowed up all the habitations 


of Jacob, and hath not pitied: he hath thrown down a 
i is 





cireumftance, how criminal foever their conduct was in other refpetts, 
diftingaifked them from all other nations. 


Grewerart Rerrecrions on Chap. I. 


In imitation of Jeremiah, let us implore God’s mercy when he is pro- 
voked againff us, and above all, pray fervently for the peace and 


Saye of the church. COMMENTARY 





Feremiah lamenteth Ferufalem’s mifery). CHAP. III. He bewarleth his own calamitics. | 


and night: give thyfelf no reft; let nor the apple of Befote. 
thine eye ceafe. CHRIST 





Before his wrath the {trong holds of the daughter of Judah; he 


CHS. hath brought t4em down to the ground: he hath pol- 5 58 


Juted the kingdom and the princes thereof. 

3 He hath cut off in Ais fierce anger all the horn of 
Ifrael ; he hath drawn back his right hand from before 
the enemy, and he burned againft Jacob like a flaming 

.fire, which devoureth round about. 

4. Hehath bent his bow like an enemy: he ftood 
with his right hand as an adverfary, and flew all that 
were pleafant to the eye in the tabernacle of the daugh- 
ter of Zion: he poured out his fury like fire. 

5 The Lorp was as an enemy : he hath fwallowed up 

- Ifrael, he hath {wallowed up all her palaces: he hath de- 
" {troyed his ftrong holds, and hath increafed in the’ 
.daughrer of Judah mourning and lamentation. 

6 And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, 
as if it were of a garden: he hath deftroyed his places 
of the affembly: the Lorp hath caufed the folemn 

‘feaft and fabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath 
defpifed in the indignation of his anger the king and 
the prieft. 

7 The Lorp hath -caft off his altar, he hath abhorred 
his fanctuary, he hath given up into the hand of the 
enemy the walls of her palaces ; they have made a noife 
aR the houfe of the Lorn, as in the day of a folem 

eaft. 

8 The Lorp hath purpofed to deftroy the wall of the 
daughter of Zion : he hath ftretched outa line, he hath 
not withdrawn his hand from deftroying : therefore he 
made the rampart and the wall to lament; they Jan- 
guifhed together. 

9 Her gates are funk into the ground ; he hath de- 

_ ftroyed and broken her. bars : her king and her princes 
are among the Gentiles: the law is no more; her pro- 
hets alfo find no vifion from the Lorp. 

10 Theelders of the daughter of Zion fit upon the 
ground, and keep filence: they have caft up duft upon 
their heads; they have girded themfelves with fack- 
cloth: the virgins of Jerufalem hang down their heads 
to the ground. 

11 Mine eyes do fail with tears, my bowels are trou~ 
bled, my liver is poured upon the earth, for the deftruc- 
tion of the daughter of my people; becaufe the chil- 

_ dren and the fucklings {woon in the ftreets of the city. 

12 Vhey fay to their mothers, Where zs corn and 
wine? when they fwooned as the wounded in the ftreets 
of the city, when their foul was poured out into their 
mothers’ bofom. 

13 What thing fhall J take to witnefs for thee? what 

. thing fhall Lliken to thee, O daughter of Jerufalem ? 
what fhall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee, O 
virgin daughter of Zion? for thy breach zs great like 
the fea: who can heal thee ? 

14 Thy prophets have feen vain and foolifh things 
for thee: and they have not difcovered thine iniquity, 
to turn away thy captivity’; but have feen for thee falfe 
burdens and caufes of banifhment. 

15 All that pafs by clap their hands at thee; they 
hifs and wag their head at the daughter of Jerufalem, 
Saying, Is this the city that mez call The perfection of 
beauty, The joy of the whole earth ? 

16 All thine enemies have opened their mouth againft 
thee: they hifs and gnafh the teeth: they fay, We have 
{wallowed ber up: certainly this zs the day that we look- 
ed for: we have found, we have feen 7t. ; 

17 The Lorp hath done that which he had devifed ; 
he hath fulfilled his word that he had commanded in 
the days of old: he hath thrown down, and hath not 
pitied’; and he hath caufed thine enemy to rejoice over 
thee, he hath fet up the horn of thine adverfarics. 

18 Their heart cried unto the Lorp, O wall of the 
daughter of Zion, let tears run down like a river day 


eS 


COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. Il. III. 
Il, 7 They bave made a woife, &c.] Inftead of the joyful found of 
praifes and thankfgivings to God, nothing was now heard in the 


temple but the rude vociferations of infidels, profaning that facred 


Hf place, and blafpheming God, who was worthipped 


19 Arife, cry our in the night: inthe beginning o 
the watches pour out thine heart like water before the 
face of the Lord: liftup thy hands toward him for the 
life of thy young children, that faint for hunger in the 
top of every ftreet. - 

20 Behold, O Lorp, and confider to whom thou 
haft done this. Shall the women eat their fruit, and 
children of a fpan long? fhall che prieft and the pro- 
phetr be flain in the fanctuary of the Lorp? 

21 The young and the old lie on the ground in the 
ftreets: my virgins and my young men are fallen by 
the fwerd ; thou haft flain t4emin the day of thine an- 
ger; thou haft killed, and not pitied. 

22 Thou haft called as in a folemn day my terrors 
round about, fo that in the day of the Lorp’s anger 
none efcaped nor remained: thofe that I have {waddled 
and brought up hath mine enemy confumed. 

GHAP. II. 

1 The prophet bewaileth his own calamities: 22 God's 
mercies and truth a proper ground of patient hope: 37 
he acknowledged God's ju/ftice- 

J Am the man that hath feén affliction by the rod of 

his wrath. 

2 He hath Ied me, and brought me nto darknefs, but 
not into light. 

3 Surely againit me is he turned ; he turneth his 
hand again/? me all the day. . 

4. My flefh and my fkin hath he made old; he hath 
broken my bones. : 

5 He hath builded againft me, and compaffed me 
with gall and travel. 

; . He hath fet me in dark places, they that be dead of 
old. 

7 He hath hedged me about, that I cannot get out: 
he hath made my chain heavy. 

8 Alfo whenI cry and fhout, he fhutteth out my 
prayer. 

9 He hath inclofed my ways with hewn ftone, he 
hath made my paths crooked. 

10 He was unto me as a bear lying in wait, and as 
a lion in fecret places. , 

rz He hath turned afide my ways, ‘and pulled me in 
pieces: he hath made me defoiare. 

12 He hath bent his bow, and fet meas amark for 
the arrow. 

_ 13 He hath caufed the arrows of his quiver to enter 

into my reins. 

14. I wasa derifion to all my people; and their fong 
all the day. 

15 He hath filled me with bitternefs, he hath made 
me drunken with wormwood. 

16 He hath alfo broken my teeth with gravel ftones, 
he hath covered me with afhes. 

17 And thou haft removed my foul far off frem peace: 
I forgat profperity. 

18 And I faid, My ftrength and my hope is perifhed 
from the Lorp: 

19 Remembering mine affliction and my mifery, the 
wormwood and the gall. 

20 My foul hath them ftill in remembrance, and is 
humbled in me. 

21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 

22 G Jt is of the Lonn’s mercies that we are not con« 
fumed, becaufe his compaffions fail not. 

23 hey are new every morning : great ts thy faith. 
fulneis. 

24. The Lorp zs my portion, faith my foul; there- 
fore will I hope in him. 

25 The Lord zs good unto them that wait for him, 
to the foul that fecketh him. 

26 
there. 

17 He hath fulfilled bis word, &c.] Thole threats denounced te the 

difobedient, Lew. xxvl- 15. 


TIT. 10 He avas utta me as 4 bear, &e.] He had no pity on me. 
aq Iz 
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Seremiah acknowledgeth God’ sjuftice LAMENTATIONS. and mourneth the wretchedne/s of Zion. 


Betore 6t Thou haft heard their reproach, O Lorp, andl | a sire 
CARIST 


607. 


26 /¢is good that @ man fhould both hope-and quietly 
wait for the falvation of the Lorp. 
27 It is good for a man that he hear the yoke in his 


youth. 
28 He fitteth alone and keepeth filence, becaufe he 


hath borne #¢ upon him. 
29 He putteth his mouth in the duft; if fo be 


there may be hope. 


30 He giveth Ais check to him that fmiteth him: 


he is filled full with reproach. 

31 For the Lorn will not caft off for ever: 

32 But though he caufe grief, yet will he have com- 
paffion according to the multitude of his mercies. 

33 For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the 
children of men. 

34 To crufh under his feet all the prifoners of the 
earth, 

5 To turn afide the right of a man before the face 

of the Moft High, 

36 To fubvert 2 man in his caufe, the Lorp i 
proveth not. 

37 § Who ts he that faith, and it cometh to pals, 
when the Lorp commandeth /¢ not? 

38 Cut of the month of the Moft High proceedeth 
not evil and good? 


39 Wherefore doth a living man coniplain, a man 


for the punifhment of his fins? 

40 Let us fearch and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lorn. 

4 Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God 
in the heavens. 

42 We have tranfgrefled and have rebelled: thou 
haft not pardoned. 

3 Thou haft covered with anger, and perfecuted us: 

thou haft flain, thou haft nor pitied. 


44 Thou haft covered thyfelf with a cloud, that our’ 


prayer fhould not pafs through. 
§ Thou haft made us as the olf eourisg and refufe 


in the midft of the people. 
46 All our enemies have opened their mouths 


againit us. 


47 Fear anda {are is come upon us, defolation and 


deftruction. 


48 Mine eye runneth down with rivers of water for 


the deftruction of the daughter of my people.’ 
49 Mine eye trickleth down, and ceafeth not, with- 


out any intermiffion, 
50 Till the Lorp look down, and behold from hea- 


ven. 


‘51 Mine eye affetteth mine heart becaufe of all the. 


daughters of my city. 
. $2 Mine enemies chafed me fore, like a bird, without 
caufe. 
_ $3 They have cut off my life in the dungeon, and 
caft a ftone upon me. 

54 Weters flowed over mine head; then I faid, I am 
cut off. 

55 4 I called upon thy name, O Lorp, out of the 
low dungeon. 

56 Thou halt heard my voice: hide not thine ear at 
my breathing, at my cry. 

57 Thou dreweft near in the day that I called upon 
thee: thou faidft, Fear not. 

§8 O Lorp, thou haft pleaded the canfes of my foul; 
thou hait redeemed my life. 

s9 O Lorn, thou haft feen my wrong: judge thou 


my caufe. ° ; 
60 Thou haft feen all their vengeance and all their 


imaginations againft me. 


27 [tis goed for a man that he ‘bear the yoke in is youth.) It is 
good to be inured betimes to bear thofe ufeful reftraints which arife 
Ron a fenfe of the duty we owe to God, and the obedience we ought 
to pay to his communds. Some underftand this of the Jews, who 
before the captivity were punifhed for their provocations; but never 
relapfed into idolatry after that period. 

Generav Rertecrions on Chap. Ii. Il. 

In all onr affiiétions, it is our duty to humble ourfelyes under the 


3 


} at ds withered, it is become I:1 





all their imaginations againft me; 

62 The lips of thofe that rife up againft me, and their 
. device againil me all the day. 

63 Behold their fitting down, and their rifing 
I am their mufick. 

64 Render unto them a recompence, © Lorn, ac- 
cording to the work of their hands. 

65 Give them forrow of heart, thy cu rfe unto them. 

66 Perfecute and deftroy them in an ger from under 
the heavens of the Lorp. 

; CHAP. iv. 

1 The prophet bewaileth the wretched condition of Zion: 
21 he threateneth Edom, and comforteth Zion. 
Ho” is the guld become dim! dow isthe moft fine 

gold changed! the ftones of the fanctasry are 
poured out in the top of every {treet. 
2 The precious fons of Zion, coniparable to fine 
. gold, how are they efteemed as earthen pitchers, che 
work of the hands of the potter! 
3 Even the fea monfters draw out the breaft, they 


Up; 


} give fuck to their young ones: the daughter: of my 


people is become-crue), like the cftriches in the wilder- 
_ Bels. 

. 4 The tongue of the fucking child cleaveth to the 
roof of his mouth for thirft: the young children afk 
bread, gud'no man breaketh i# unto them. 

5 They that did feed delicately are defolate in the 
flreets: they that were brought up in fcarlet embrace 
dunghils. 1 

6 For the punifhment of the iniquity of the daugh- 
ter of my people rs greater than the ‘punifhment of the 
fin of Sodom, that was overthrown asi ina moment, and 
no hands ttayed on her. 2 

7 Her Nazasites were puref than. thow, they were 
wie: than milk, they were more ruddy ia body than 
rubies, their polifhing was of fapphire: © ‘ 

8 Their vilage is blacker thah a coal; they are not 
known in the fireets: their fkin cleaveth to their bones; 
kea flick, ~ 

9 They that be flain with the {word are better than 
they that be Nain with hunger: for thefe pine away, 
iiricken through for want of the fruits of the field. 

- 10 The hands of the pitiful women have fodden 
their own children: they were their meat in the de- 
firuction ot the daughter of my people. 

rz The Lorp hath accomplifhed his fury; he hath 
poured out his ferce anger, and hath kindled a fire in 
Zion, and it hath devoured the foundations thereof, 

12 The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants 
of the world, would not have believed that the adver- 
fary and the enemy fhould have entered into the gates 
of Jerufalem. ‘ 

13 For the fins of her prophets, and the iniquities of 
her pricfts, that have fhed the blood of the juft in the 
midit of her, 

14 They have wandered as blind mex in the ftreets, 
they have polluted chemfelves with blood, fo that men 
could not touch their garments. 

15 They cried unto them, Depart ye; z¢ is unclean; 
depart, depart, touch not: when they Hed away and 
wandered, they faid among the heathen, They fhall no 
more fojourn there. 

. 16 The anger of the Loap hath divided them; he 
will no more regard them: they refpected not the per- 
fons of the prietis, they favoured not the elders. 

17 As for us, our eyes as yet failed for our vain 


help: in our watching we “have w. atched for a nation 


that could not fave us. 
d 18 They 
‘ : ; 
Lord's hand, and acknowledge that he is the fovercign of the univerfe 
and does all things well. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. IV. 


IV. 2 The precious fons of Zion, comparable to fine gold, &c.} Thofe 
who, in honour and worth, as much exceed the common people, as gold 
_ doth earthen ware, now;Jie undittinguifhed in death. oa 

zo The 


et - 





CHAP. V. 


7 Our fathers have finned, andare not; and we have Before 





A pitiful complaint of Zion in prayer to God. 


Before 18 They hunt our fteps, that we cannor go in our 
out. ttreets ; our end is near, our daysare fulfilled ; for our |} borne their iniquities. mar 


Before 
CHRIST 
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end is come. 

tg Our perfecutors are {wifter than the eagles of the 
heaven: they purfuea us upon the mountains, they laid 
wait for usin the wildernefs. 

20 The breath of our noftrils, the anointed of the 
Loap, was taken in their pits, of whom we faid, Under 
his fhadow we fhall live among the heathen. 

21 § Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom, 
that dwvelleitin the land of Uz; the cup alfo fhall pafs 
through unto thee; thou shalt be drunken, and halt 
emake thyfelf naked. 

22 Thé punifhment of thine iniquity is accom- 
plifhed, O daughter of Zion; he will nomore carry thee 
away unto Captivity :-he will vifit thine iniquity, O 

daughter of Edom; he will difcover thy fins. 


CHAP. V. 
A pitiful complaint of Zion in prayer unto God. 
EMEMBER, O Lorp, what is come upon us: 
confider, and behold our reproach. 
2 Our inheritance is turned to ftrangers, our houfes 
to aliens. 
3 We are orphans and fatherlefs, our mothers are as 
widows. 
4 We have drunken our water for money ; our wood 
is fold unto us. 
s Our necks are under perfecution; we labour, and 
have no reft. 
6 We have given the hand fo the Egyptians, and to 
the Aiffyrians, to be fatisfied with bread. 





OO 
20 The breath of our noftrils, &c.] Moft expofitors underftand this 
of Zedekiah. 

a1 Rejoice and be glad, &¢.] This is fpoken ironically. 

V. 16 The crown is fallen from our bead, &¢c.] All our glory is at 


an end. 
We have finned.| We muft thank ourfelyes for all this woe, which 
is come upon us becaufe of our fins. 


8 Servants have ruled over us; ébere is none that 
doth deliver us out of their hand. 

g We gat our bread with rhe pert/of our lives becaufe 
of the fword of the wildernefs. 

yo Our fkin was black like an oven becaufe of the 
terrible famine. 

11 They ravithed the women in Zion, and the maids 
in the cities of Judah. 

12 Princes are hanged up by their hand: the facea 
of elders were not honoured. 

13 They took the young men to grind, and the chil. 
dren fell under the wood. 

14. The elders have ceafed from the gate; 
men from their mufick. 

15 The joy of our heart is ceafed; our dance is 
turned into mourning. 

16 Thecrown is fallen from our head: woe unto us, 
that we have finned ! 

17 For this our heart is faint ; for thefe shings our 
eyes are dim. 

18 Becaufe of the mountain of Zion, which is defo- 
late, the foxes walk upon ir. , 

19 Thou, O Lorn, remaineft for ever; thy tHrone 
from generation to generation. 

20 Wherefore doft thou forget us for ever, and for- 
fake us fo long time? 

2x ‘Turn thou us unto thee, O Lorn, and we thall 
be turned; renew our days as of old. 

22 But thou haft utterly rejected us; thou art very 
wroth againft us, 


the young 





Gewerat Reruecrisons on Chap. IV. V. 


We are taught from hence, that they who had been the moft favoured 
of God, feel his fevereft vengeance for their bafe ingratitude, when 
they abufe his mercies. But the example of the prophet fhews us, 
that when God corres us, we fhould retarn to him by a ferious re- 
pentance, and implore his mercy in humble prayer. 





The Book of the Prophet EZEKIEL. 


a 





‘> 


THE ARGUMENT. 


Ezekiel was a prieft as well as a prophet, and of the houfe of Aaron. 
He was cotemporary with Feremiah. 
and predids the plagues that fbould fall on their enemjes. 

It is affirmed, that the Fews put him to death, for his freedomin rebuking them for 


about twelve years of age. 


flouri fing fate of bis kingdom. 


He was carried to Babylon with Feconiah, when 
He fets before the Fews their heinous provocations, 
He foretells the coming of the Meffiah, and the 


their idolatry. In elegance, Ezekiel is inferior to Feremidh; but in fublimity equal to Maiah, though in a different 


Species of the fublime. 


CHAP. I. 

i The time of Exckiel’s prophecy. 4, His vifion of four che- 
rublins and four wheels, 26 and of the glory of God. 
IN ee it came to pafs in the thirtieth year, in the 

fourth month, in the fifth day of the month, 
as | was among the captives by the river of Che- 
bar, that the heavens were opened, and I faw vifi- 
ons of God. 

2 In the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth 
year of king Jeboiachin’s captivity, 

3 The word uf the Loro came exprefly unto Eze- 
kict the pricft, the fon of Buzi, in the land of the Chal- 
deans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lorp 
was there upon him. 

4 J And I looked, and, behold, a whirlwind came 
out of che north, a great cloud, and a fire infolding it- 
felf, and a brightnefs was abour it, and out of the 


SE 
COMMENTARY and NOTES on CHAP.-. 


10 As for the likene/s of their faces, &c.] Some think that the lion, 
the ox, and the cagle, represented the three perfons ga the eves-bleffed 
No. 52. 


Ce 


midft thereof as the colour of amber, out of the mid{t Before 


of the fire. 

5 Alfo out of the midft thereof came the likenefs of 
four living creatures. And this was their appearance 5 
they had the likenefs of a man. : 

6 And every one had four faces, and every one had 
four wings. 

7 And their feet were ftraight feet; the fole of their 
feet was like the fole of a calf's foot: and they fparkled 
like the colour of burnifhed brafs. 

8 And /hey bad the hands of a man under their wings 
on their four fides ; and they four had their faces and 
their wings. 

g Their wings were joined one to another; they 
turned not when they went; they wentevery oneftraight 
forward. 

10 As for the likenefs of their faces, they four had 

the 





Trinity, and that thedace of a mah pointed out the human nature of 
Chrift. While others fuppofe they are not emblems of the divine per- 
fons, under the fymbols of fire, light, and air, but are only meant as mi- 
Rifters of the gofpel. Compare this with Rev. v. 8,9, 11. 

Z5 ON 26 The 
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His commiffion and inftruétions, 
Before 


Th 1) of CHRIST 
9 Lhe roll of Sas: 


Ezckiel’s vifions of the four cherubims, 8c. EZ EK IE L. 


Before the face of a man, and the face of alion, on the right 
CHRIST fide: and they four had the face of an ox on the left 
395° fide ; they four alfo had the face of an eagle. 





CHA P. If. 
t Exekicl’s commiffion: 6 bis inftrutlions. 
heavy judgments fpread before bin. 


ir Thus were their faces: and their wings were 
ftretched upward ; two wings of every one were joined 
one to another, and two covered their bodies. 

12 And they went every one ftraight forward: whi- 
ther the fpirit was to go, they went; aud they turned 
not when they went. 

13 As for the likenefs of the living creatures, their 
appearance was like burning coals of fire, and like the 
appearance of lamps: it went up and down among the 
living creatures ; and the fire was bright, and out of 
the fire went forth lightning. 

14. And the living creatures ran and returned as the 
‘appearance of a flath of lightning. 

_1§ Now as I beheld the living creatures, behold ore 
wheel upon the-earth by the living creatures, with his 
four faces. 

16 Theappearance of the wheels and their work was 
like unto the colour of a beryl: and they four had one 
likenefs : and their appearance and their work was as it 
were a wheel in the middle of a wheel. 

17 When they went, they went upon their four fides: 
‘and they turned not when they went. 

18 As for their rings, they were fo high that they 
were dreadful ; and their rings were full of eyes round 
about them four. 

1g And when the living creatures went, the wheels 
went by them: and when the living creatures were lifted 
up from the earth, the wheels were lifted up. 

20 Whitherfoevcr the fpirit was to go, they went, 
thither was their {pirit to go; and the wheels were lifted 
up over againft them: forthe fpirit of the living crea- 
ture was in the wheels. 

21 When thofe went, /hefe went; and when thofe 
ftood, ¢hefe ftood; and when thofe were lifted up from 
the earth, the wheels were lifted up over againft rhem : 
for the fpirit of the living creature was in the wheels. 

22 And the likenefs of the firmament upon the heads 
of the living creature was as the colour of the terrible 
chryftal, ftretched forth over their heads above. 

23 And underthe firmament were their wings ftraight, 
the one toward the other: every one had two, which co- 
vered on this fide, and every one hadtwo which covered 
on that fide, their bodies. 

24, And when they went, I heard the noife of their 
wings, like the noife of great waters, as the voice of the 
Almighty, the voice of {peech, as the noife of an hoft : 
when they ftood, they let down their wings. 

25 And there wasa voice from the firmament that 
was over their heads, when they ftood, aud had let down 
their wings. : . 

26 4 And above the firmament that was over their 
heads was the likenefs of a throne, as the appearance of 
a fapphire ftone: and uponthelikenefs of thethrone was 
the likenefs as the appearance of a manabove upon it. 

27 And I faw as the colour of amber, as the appear- 
ance of fire round about within it, from the appearance 
of his loins even upward, and from the appearance of 
his loins even downward, I faw as it were the appear- 
ance of fire, and it had brightnefs round about. 

28 As the appearance of the bow that isin the cloud 
in the day of rain, fo was the appearance of the bright- 
nefs round about. This was the appearance of the like~ 
nefs of the glory of the Lorb. And when I faw 1,1 fell 
upon my face, and I heard a voice of one that fpake. 


PS SS ase he SNES ss 


26 The likenc/t as the apprarance of aman above it.) This is a figure 
of the incarnation of the Meffiah, whofe kingly dignity and dominion, 
ina fpiricual fenfe, are here pointed out. 


Generar Rerrectrrons on Chap, I. 


‘The magnificent vifion herein contained, tends to thew, that God go- 
verns all things by his providence ; that his knowledge and power 
are infinite ; and this ought to imprefs us with fear and reverence, and 
hope in his mercy. , 


ND he faid unto me, Son of man, ftand upon thy 
fect, and I will fpeak unto thee. f 

2 And the fpirit entered into me when he fpake unto 
me, and fet me upon my fect, that I heard him thar 
fpake unto me. 

3g And he faid untome, Son of man, F fend thee to 
the children of jfrael, to a rebelliotrs nation that hath 
rebelled again{t me: they and their fathers have tranf= 
greffed againft mc, even unto this very day. 

4. For they are impudent children and ftiff hearted. 
I do fend thee untothem; and thou fhalt fay unto them, 
Thus faith the Lord Gon. 

5s And they, whether they will hear, or whether they 
wiil forbear, (for they are a rebeilious houfe,) yet fhalt 
know that there hath been a prophet among them. 

6 @ And thou, fen of man, be not afraid of them, 
neither be afraid of their words, though briers and 
thorns ée with thee, and thou doft dwell among {cor- 
pions: be not afraid of their words, nor be diimayed 
at their looks, though they 6ea rebellious houfe. 

7 And thou fhalt fpeak my words unto them, wlte- 
ther they fhall hear, or whether they will forbear: for 
they are moft rebellious. 

8 But thou, fon of man, hear what I fay unto thee: 
Ee not thou rebellious like that rebellious houfe: open: 
thy mouth, and cat that 1] give thee. 

9 §{ And when I looked, behold, an hand was fent 
unto me; and, lo, a roll of a book cvzs therein; 

10 And he fpread it before me: and it was written 
within and without: and sbere was written thercin la- 
menta:ions, and mourning, and woe. 

CHAP. Iii. 

1 Esekicl is made to cat the roll: 15 is admonifbed of his duty 
asa watch:2an to Ifrael. 22 God infirucss bim concern- 
ing bis bands, and the foutting and opening his mouth. 

OQREOVER he faid unto me, Son of man, eat 
that thou findeft; eat this rol, and go fpeak 
unto the houfe of Ifrael. 

2 So 1 opened my mouth, and he caufed me to eat 
that roll. 

3 And he faid unto me, Son of man, caufe thy belly 
to eat, and fill thy bowels with this roll that 1 give thee, 
Then did Teat #; and it was in my mouth as honey 
for fweetnefs. 

4 49 And he faid unto me, Son of man, go, get thee 
unto the houfe of Ifrael, and fpeak with my words unto 
them. 

§ Forthou ari not fent toa people of a ftrange fpeech 
and of an hard language, dur to the houfe of Hrael; . 

6 Not to many people of a ftrange fpeech and of an 
hard language, whofe words thou canft nor underftand. 
Surely, had t fent thee to them, they would have heark- 
ened unto thee. 

7 But the houfe of Ifrael will not hearken unto thee; 
for they will not hearken unto me: forall the houfe of 
Ifrael are impudent and hardhearted. . 

8 Behold, I have made thy face ftrong againft their 
faces, and thy forchead ftrong againft their foreheads. 

g As anadamant harder than flint have I made thy 
forehead: fear them not, neither be difmayed at their 
looks, though they bea rebellious houfe. 

10 Moreover he faid unto me, Son of man, all my 
words that I fhall fpeak unto thee receive in thine 


heart, and hear with thine ears. . 
ta And 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap, If. I. IV. 

Ti. 6 Briers and thorns.) Perfons of a malicious difpofition. 

Scorpions, &c.] That is, murderers. 

10 Lamentations, and mourning, and woe.| "The prophecies contained 
in this roll confifted of God’s judgments, denounced againft the Jews 
for their difobedience, and that without any mixture of mercy to thole 
then living. 

ik. 3 Jt was in my mouth as honey for fweetnefs.] I took delight 
in having God’s fecret counfels communicated to me, and in delivering 
his commands to my brethren, 2 
17 





IV. V. "The type of hairs 


2 And lay fiege agairift it, and builda fort againftit, Before 


The type of the Siege of Ferufalem. CH AP. 


Before 11 And go, get thee to them of the captivity, unto 
cHRIST the children of thy people, and {peak unto them, and |} and caft a mount againft it; fet the camp alfo againft CHRIS* 
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tell them, Thus faith the Lord Gop: whether they will 

hear, or whether they will forbear. / 

12 Then the fpirit téok me up, and I heard behind 
mea voice of a great rufhing, /aymg, Bleffed ée the 
glory of the Lorp from his place. 

13 J heard alfo the noife of the wings of the living 
creatures that touched one another, and the noife of the 
wheels over againft them, and a noife of a great rufhing. 

14 So the fpirit lifted me up, and took me away, 
and I went in bitternefs, in the heat of my fpirit; but 
the hand of the Lorp was ftrong upon me. . 

15 Q Then I came to them of the captivity at Tel- 
abib, that dwelt by the river of Chebar, and I fat where 
they fat, and remained there aftonifhed among them 
feven days. : ’ 

16 And it came to pafs at the end of feven days, 
that the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying; 

17 Son of mah, |] have made thee a watchman unto 
the houfe of Ifrael: therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. 

18 When I fay unto the wicked, Thou fhalt furely 
die; and thou giveft him not warning, nor fpeakeft to 
warn the wicked from his wicked way, to fave his life; 
the fame wicked man fhall die in his iniquity; bur 
his blood will I require at thine hand. 

19 Yetif thou warn the wicked, and he turn not 
from his wickednefs, nor from his wicked way, he fhall 
die in his iniquity ; but thou haft delivered thy foul. 

20 Again, Whena righteous man doth turn from his 
righteoufnefs, and commit iniquity, and I lay a ftum- 
blingblock before him, he fhall die: becaufe thou haft 
not given him warning, he fhall die in his fin, and his 
righteoufnefs which he hath done fhall not be remem- 
bered ; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 

21 Neverthelefs if thou warn the righteous man, that 
the righteous fin not, and he doth not fin, he fhall 
furely live, becaufe he is warned; alfo thou haft deli- 
vered thy foul. 

22 4| And the hand of the Lorp was there upon 
me; and he faid unto me, Arife, go forth intro the plain, 
and I will there talk with thee. 

23 Then larofe, and went forth into the plain: and, 
behold, the glory of the Lorn ftood there, as the glory 
which I faw by the river of Chebar: and I fell on my 
face. 

24 Then the fpirit entered unto me,and fet me upon 
my fect, and fpake with me, and faid unto me, Go, 
fhut thyfelf within thine houfe. 

25 Bur thou, O fon of man, behold, they fhall put 
bands upon thee, and fhall bind thee with them, and 
thou fhalr not go out among them: 

26 And 1 will make thy tongue cleave to the roof 
of thy mouth, thar thou fhalr be dumb, and fhall not be 
to them a reprover: for they are a rebellious houfe. 

27 But when I fpeak with thee, I will open thy 
mouth, and thou fhalt fay unto them, Thus faith the 
Lord Gov: He that heareth, let him hear; and he 
that forbeareth, let him forbear: for they are a rebelli- 
ous houfe. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 Under a type is foewed Feroboam’s defetiion. 9 By the 
provifion of ihe fiege, the bardnefs of the famine. 
HOU alfo, fon of man, take thee a tile, and lay 

it before thee, and pourtray upon it the city, even 

Jerufalem. 





17 I have made thee awatchman, &c.| _ Prophets (oF minifters) like 
svatchmea placed on a tower, fee, by their prophetic fpirit, the evils 
coming on the ungodly, and are bound to give the people timely notice, 
that they may efcape them by fincere repentance. ; 

lV. 5 Three buadred and ninety days, &c¢] This is years; pro- 
bably from Jeroboam’s firft fetting up idolatry, to the twenty-third of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. . : ; 

6 Forty days, &c.] From the time of Jofiah they had flept in their 
fins forty years. a , 

13 Thus foall the children of Ljrael eat their defiled bread, &c.] The* 
circumftances of their captivity fhall not permit them to obferve the 
Zules relating to unckean things. 

x 


it, and fer baticring rams againft it round abour. 
3 Moreover take thou unto thee an iron pan, and fet 
At for a wall of iron between thee and the city: and fet 


thy face againft ir, and it fhall be befieged, and thou ~ 
This fall e a fign to the - 


fhalt lay fiege againft ir. 
houfe Of Ifvecl, . es 

4 4 Lic thou alfo upon thy left fide, arid lay the ini- 
quity of the houfe of Ifrael upon it: according to the 
number of the days that thou fhalt lie upon it thou fhale 
bear their iniquity. ; . 

5 For I have laid upon thee the years of their ini- 
quity, according to the number of the days, three hun- 
dred and ninety days: fo fhalt thou bear the iniquity 
of the houfe of Ifracl. 

6 And when thou haft accomplifhed them, lie again 
on thy right fide, and rhou fhalt bear the iniquity of 
the houfe of Judah forty days: I have appointed thee 
each day fora year. | 

7. Therefore thou fhalt fer thy face toward the fiege 
of Jerufalem, and thine arm /Eall be uncovered, and 
thou thal: prophefy againtt it. 

8 And, behold, I will lay bands upon thee, and thou 
fhalt not rurn thee from one fide to another, till thou 
haft ended the days of thy fiege. 

9 4{ Take thou alfo unto thee wheat, and barley, and 
beans, and lentiles, and millet, and fitches, and put them 
in one vefiel, and make thee bread thereof, according to 
the number of the days that thow fhalt lie upon thy fide, 
three hundred and ninety days fhalt thou eat thereof. 

10 And thy meat which thou fhalt eat /ball be by 
weight, twenty fhekels aday: from time to. time fhalt 
thou eat it. oes 

11 Thou fhale drink alfo water by meafure, the fixth 
part of an hin; from time to time fhalt thou drink. 

_ 12 And thou fhalt eat it as barley cakes, and thou 
fhalt bake it with dung that cometh our of man, in 
their fight. . 

13 And the Lorp faid, Even thus fhall the children 
of ifrael eat their defiled bread among the Gentiles, 
whither I will drive them. . 

14 Then faid I, Ah Lord Gop! behold, my foul 
hath not been polluted: for from my youth up even 
til] now have | not eaten of that which dieth of itfelf, 
or is torn in pieces; neither came there abominable 
fiefh into my mouth. 


15 Then he faid unto me, Lo, I have given thee © 


cow’s dung for man’s dung, and thou fhalt prepare thy 

bread therewith. _ 

16 YF Moreover he faid unto me, Son of man, be- 
hold, I will break the ftaff of bread in Jerufalem: and 
they fhall cat bread by w@ight, and with care; and they 
fhall drink water by meafure, and with aftonifhments 

17 That they may want bread and water, and beaf- 
tonied one with another, and confume away for their 
iniquity. 

CHAP. V. ; 

1 Under the type of the prophet’s hair, 5 is foewed God's 
judgment upm Ferufalem, 12 by peftilence, by famine, by 
the fword, and by dt[perfion. 

D thou, fon of man, take thee a fharp knife, 

take thee a barber’s rafor, and caufe i¢ to pafs 
upon thine head and upon thy beard: then take thee 
balances to weigh, and divide the huzr, 

2 Thou fhalt burn with fire athird part inthe midft 
of the city, when the days of the fiege are fulfilled : 

and 





GeneRAL ReFLectrions on Chap. II. Ill. IV. 


We are hence taught, that the minifters of the Lord fhould do their 
. duty, and declare the whole will of God, without regarding the con- 
fequences; but the promifes of God ought to fill his faichful fer- 
vants with boldnefs, to warn finners, as they muft be refponfible be- 
fore God for the fouls that perifh through their fault; and we may 
alfo underftand, that thofe finners who reject the offers of grace 
and mercy expofe them{clves both to temporal and eternal pu- 


nifhment, 
COMMENTARY 





God's feveral judgments upon the Fews. EZEK 


Before and thou fhalt take a third part, and {mite about it with 
CHRIST, Knife: and athird part thou fhalt fcatter in the wind; 
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and I will draw out a fword after them. 

3 Thou fhalt alfo take thercof a few in number, and 
bind them in chy fkirts. 

4 Then take of them again, and caft into the midf 
of the fire,and burn them inthe fire ;_ for thercof fhalla 
fire come forth into all the houfe of Ifrael. 

§ §[ Thus faith the Lord Gon; This /s Jerufalem; 
I have fet it in the midft of the nations and countries 
that are round about her. - 

6 And fhe hath changed my judgments into wicked~ 
nefs mere than the nations,and my ftatutes more than 

. the countries that are round about her: for they have 
_ refufed my judgments and my ftatutes, they have not 
walked in them. 

7 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop: Becaufe ye 
multiplied more than the nations that are round about 
you, a#d have not walked in my ftatutes, neither have 
kept my judgments, neither have done according to 
the judgments of the nations that are round about you; 

8 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gon; Behold, J, 
even I, am aguainft thee, and will execute judgments in 
the midft of thee in the fight of the nations. 

g And I will doin thee that which I have not done, 
and whercunto I will not doany more thelike, becaufe 
of all thine abominations. 

' 10 Therefore the fathers fhall eat the fons in the 
midtt of thee, and the fons fhall cat their fathers; and 
I will execute judgments in thee, and the whole rem- 
nant of thee will I {catter intoall the winds. 

ir Wherefore, as I live, faith the Lord Gop; 
Surely, becaufe thou haft defiled my fanctuary with all 
thy deteftable things, and with all thine abominations, 
therefore will Ialfo diminifh thee; neither fhall mine 
eye {pare, neither will J have any pity. 

12 4 A third part of thee fhall die with the pefti- 
Ience, and with famine fhall they be confumed in the 
midft of thee; and athird part fhall fall by the fword 
round about thee; and I will fcatter a third part into 
all the winds, and J will draw outa fword after them. 

13 Thus fhall mine anger be accomplithed, and 1 
will caufe my fury to reft upon them,and I will becom- 
farted: and they fhall know that I the Lorp have 
fpoken i## in my zeal, when I have accompliftied my 
fury in them. 

14 Moreover I will make thee wafte, and a reproach 
among the nations that are round about thee, in the 
fight of all that pafs by. 

15 So it fhall be a reproach and a taunt, an inftruc- 
tion and an aftonifhment unto the nations that are round 
about thee, when I fhall execute judgments in thee in 
anger and in fury and in furious rebukes. Ithe Lorp 
have fpoken #7. 

16 When I fhall fend upon them the evil arrows of 
famine, which fhall be for their deftruction, and which 
Iwill fend todeftroy you: and I will increafe the fa- 
mine upon you, and will break your ftaff of bread: 

17 So will I fend upon you famine andvevil beafts, 
and they fhall bereave thee; and peftilence and blood 
fhall pafs through thee; and I will bring the fword 
upon thee. I the Lorn have fpoken zz, 


CHAP. VI. 
1 The judgment of Ifrael for their idolatry. 11 The faith- 
Jul are exborted tolament their calamtties. 


A ND the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 
2 Son of man, fer thy face toward the moun- 
tains of Ifrael, and prophefy againft them, 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. 

V. 13 J will caufe my fury to reff upon them, &c.] It may be tranf- 
lated, I will caufe my fury toward them to reft; that is, my anger fhall 
be appeafed towards them, after I have executed due punifhment far 
their fins. 

VI. 11 Smite with thine hand, &c.J Join to thy words thofe get. 
tures which are expreflive of extreme griefand concern. 

Generau Reriurcrions on Chap. V. VI. 

‘Thefeckapters fet before us how G:verely God revenges the profana- 


IE L. 


tains, and tothe hills, to the rivers, and to the vallies; 
Behold, J, eveg I, will bring a {word upon you, and I 
will deftroy your high places. 

4. And your altars fhall be defolate, and your images 
fhall be broken: and I will caft down your flain men 
before your idols, 

5 And I will lay the dead carcafes of the children of 
Ifracl before their idols; and 1 will fcatter your bones 
round about your altars. 

6 In all your dwellingplaces the cities fhall. be laid 
wafte, and the high places fhall be defolate; that your 
alrars may be laid wafte and made defolate, and your 


| idols may be broken and ceafe, and your images may 


be cut down, and your works may be abolifhed. 

7 And the flain fhall fall in the mid{t of you, and ye 
fhall know that I am the Lorp. 

8 § Yer will I leavea remnant, that ye may have 
Jone that fhallefcape thefword among the nations, when 
ye fhall be {cattered through the countries. 

g And they that efcape of you fhall remember me 
among the nations whither they fhall be carried cap- 
tives, becaufe [am broken with their whorifh heart, 
which hathdeparted from me, and with their eyes, which 
go a whoring after their ido's; and tney fhall lothe 
themfelves for the evils which they.have committed in 
all their abominations. 

10 And they fhall know thatI am the Lorp, and that 
I have not faid in vain that I would do this evil 
unto them. 

11 Y Thus faiththe Lord Gop; Smite with thine 
hand, and ftamp withthy foot, and fay; Alas forall the 
evil abominations of the houfe of Ifrael! for they fhall 
fall by the {word, by the famine, and by the peftilence. 

12 He that is far off fhall die of the peftilence ; and 
he that is near fhall fall by the fword; and he that re- 
maineth and is befieged fhall die by the famine: thus 
will Iaccomplifh my fury upon them, 

13 Then fhall ye know that I az the Lorp, when 
their fain men fhall be among their idols round abour 
their altars, upon every high hill, in all the tops of the 
mountains, and under every green tree, and under every 
thick oak, the place where they did offer {weet favour 
to all their idols. 

14 So will I ftretch out my hand upon them, and 
make the land defolate, yea, more defolate than the wil- 
dernefs toward Diblath, in all their habitations: and 
they fhall know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAP. VIL 


I Ifrael’s defolation. 16 The mournful repentance of them 
_ that efcape. 23 Under the type of a chainis /bewed the 
miferable captivity of all orders of men. 
OREOVER the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, - 

2 Alfo, thou fon of man, thus faith the Lord Gop 
unto the land of Hrael; An end, the end is come upon 
the four corners of the land. 

3 Now is the end come upon thee, and IJ will fend 
mine anger upon thee, and will judge thee according 
to thy ways, ayd will recompenfe upon thee all thine 
abominations. 

4 And mine eye fhall not fpare thee, neither will I 
have pity: but I will recompenfe thy ways upon thec, 
and thine abominations fhall be in the midft of thee : 
and ye fhall know that J am the Lorn. 

5 Thus faith the Lord Gop ; An eyil, an only evil, 
behold, is come. 

6 An 


AF ELT ALL TEL EL ENT PERT CI ET ETE RR TE EE IY 
tion of his fervice, and of his laws ; and alfo point out to us the tokens 
of God’s goodnefs, by his promifing to fpare a (mall remnant of the 
Jews, and to re-eftablifh thofe that fhould confefs their fins, and turn to 
the Lord. 


, COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VII. VIII. 1X, 


VIL. 5 aonly evil, behold, is come.) Such anevil, as ihai sompre~ 


head in it all other calamities. 
z 10 The 


The final defolairon of raul 


3 And fay, Ye mountains of Hrael, hear the word of Before | 
the Lord Gop ; Thus faith the Lord Gon to the moun. tee 





: i jain’ 
The mournfulrepentance of thofe that efcape. CHAP. VIL. Ezekiel brought in avifion to Ferufalem. 


Before 


6 An end is come, the endis come: it watcheth for 


CHRIST rhe; behold, it is come. 
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The morning is come unto thee, O thou chat dwell- 
eft in the land: the time is come, the day of trouble zs 
near, and not the founding again of the mountains. 

8 Now will [ fhortly pour out my fury upon thee, 
and accomplifh mine anger upon thee: and I will judge 
thee according tu thy ways, and will recompenfe thee 
for all thine abominations. 

9 And mine eye fhall not fpare, neither will I have 
pity: I will recompentfe thee according to thy ways and 
thine abominations t4@é are in the m:dft of thee; and ye 
fhali know chat 1 am the Lorp that {miteth. ‘ 

10 Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning is 
gone forth; the rod hath bloffomed, pride hath budded. 

iz Violence is rifen up into a rod of wickednefs: 
none of them /oall remain, nor of their multitude, nor 
of any of theirs: neither /ball there be wailing for them. 

12 The timeis come, the day draweth near: let nat 
the buyer rejoice, nor the feller mourn: for wrath is 
wpon all the multitude thereof. 

13 For che feller thall not return to that which is 
fold, although they were yet alive: for the vifion ¢s 
touching the whole multitude thereof, which fhall not 
return ; neither fhall any ttrengthen himfelf in the ini- 
quity of his life. 

14 They have blown the trumpet, even to make all 
ready; but none goeth to the battle: for my wrath 
gs upon all the multitude thereof. 

15 The (word zs without, and the peftilence and the 
famine within: he that is in the field fhall die with the 
{word ; and he that és in the city, famine and pettilence 
Shall devour him, 

16 {| But they that efcape of them fhall efcape, and 
fhall be on the mountains like doves of the valleys, all 
ef them mourning, every one for his iniquity 

x7_ All hands fhall be feeble, and all knees fhall be 
weak as water. 

18 They fhall alfo gird them/elves with fackcloth, 
and horror fhall cover them; and thame /bal/ be upon 
all faces, and baldnefs upon all their heads. 

19 They fhall cait their filver in the ftreets, and 
their gold fhall be removed: their filver and their gold 
fhall not be able ro deliver them in the day of the wrath 
of the Lorn: they fhall not fatisfy their fouls, neither 


Gl their bowels: becaufe it is the ftumblingblock of 


their iniquity. 

. 20 As for the beauty of his ornament, he fet it in 
majefty : but they made the images of their abomina.- 
tions and of their cleteftable things therein: therefore 
have I fet it far from them. 

# 21 And I will give it into the hands of the ftrangers 
for a prey, and to the wicked of the earth for a fpoil ; 
and they fhall pollute it. 

22 My face will I turn alfo from them, and they 
fhall pollute my fecret place for the robbers fhall enter 
into it, and defile it. 

23 9 Make a chain: for the land is full of bloody 
crimes, and the city is full of violence, 

24 Wherefore I will bring the worft of the heathen, 
and they fhall poffefs their houfes: I will alfo make the 
pomp of the ftrong to ceafe; and their holy places fhall 
be defiled. 

25 Deftruction cometh; and they fhall feek peace, 
and there /oall be none. 

26 Mifchief thall come upon mifchief, and rumour 
wpon rumour; then fhall they feek a vifion of the pro- 
phet; but the law fhail perifh from the prieft, and 
counfel from the ancients. ; 

27 The king fhall mourn, and the prince fhall be 
clothed with defolation, and the hands of the people 


10 The red bath bloffemed, pride hath budded.) Wickednefs 
daily fpreads and increafes, till it becomes ripe for the fickle of 
judgment. : 

“ 23 Make a chain, &c.| To denote the approaching captivity. 

VIII. 4 The glory of rhe God of Ifracl was there, &e.} ‘To thew 
that shis was the place of his peculiar refidence. 

No. 53. 






of the Jand fhall be troubled: [ will do unto them after 

their way, and according to their deferts will I judge 

them; and they fhall know that I amthe Lorp. 
CHAP. VII. 

1 The prophet ina vifion 5 is fhewed the image of jeaa 
loufy, 7 the chambers of imagery, 16 and the worfbip- 
pers of the fun. 

AX D it came to pafsin the fixth year, in the fixth 

month, in the fitth day of the month, as I fat in 
mine houfe, and the elders of Judah fat before me, that 
the hand of the Lord Gop fell there upon me. 

2 Then I beheld, and lo a likenefs as the appearance 
of fire: from the appearance of his loins even down- 
ward, fire; and from his loins even upward, as the ap- 
pearance of brightnefs, as the colour of amber. 

3 And he put forth the form of an hand, and took 
me by a lock of mine head; and the fpirit lifted me up 
between the earth and the heaven, and brought mein 


the vifions of God to Jernfalem, to the door of the inner 
gate that looketh toward the north; where was the feat 
of the image of jealoufy, which provoketh to jealoufy. 


4 And, behold, the glory of the God ef Hrael was 


there, according co the vifion that I faw in the plain. 


5 J ‘Uhen faid he unto me, Son of man, lift up 


thine eyes now the way toward the north. So I lifted 
up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold 
northward at the gate of the altar this image of jealoufy 
in the entry. 


6 He faid furthermore unto me, Son of man, feeft 


thou what they do? even the great abominations that 
the houfe of Ifrael committeth here, that I fhould 
go far off from my fanétuary ? but turn thee yet again, 
and thou fhalt fee greater abominations. 


7 YF And he brought me to the door of the court ; 


and when I looked, behold a hole in the wall. 


8 Then faid he unto me, Son of man, dig now in the 
wall: and when I had digged in the wall, behold a door. 

9 And he faid unto me, Go in, and behold the 
wicked abominations that they do here. 

10 Sol wentin and faw; and behold every form of 
creeping things, and abominable bea(ts, ard all the 
idols of the houfe of Ifrael, pourtrayed upon the wall 
round about. 

1t And there ftood before them feventy men of the 
ancients of the houfe of Ifrael, and in the mid{t of them 
ftood Jaazaniah the fon of Shaphan, with every man 
his cenfer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incenfe 
went up. 

12 Then faid he unto me, Son of man, haft thou 
feen what the ancients of the houfe of Ifrael do in the 
dark, every man in the chambers of his imagery? for 
they fay, The Lorp feeth us not; the Lorp hath for- 
faken the earth, 

13 J He faid alfo unto me, Turn thee yet again, 
and thou fhalt fee preater abominations that they do. 

14 Then he brought me to the door of the gate of 
the Lorp’s honfe which was toward the north; and, 
behold, there fat women weeping for Tammuz, 

15 Then faid he unto me, Haft thou feen this, O 
fon of man? turn thee yet again, and thou thalt fee 
greater abominations than thefe. 

16 GF And he brought me into the inner court of the 
Lorp’s honfe, and, behold, at the door of the temple 
of the Lorp, between the porch and the altar, were 
about five and twenty men, with their backs toward 
the temple of the Lorn, and their faces toward the eaft; 
and they worthipped the fun toward the eatt. 

17 Q Then faid he unto me, Haft thon feen this, 
O fon of man? Is it a light thing to the houfe of Ju- 
dah that they commit theabominarions which they com» 
mit here? for they have 4lled the land with violence, 

. ; and 


19 Every form of creeping things—and all the idols—pourtray ed, &C. | 
The fuperititious idol worfhip defcribed was Egyptian, thele objeéts 
being the idols peculiar to Egypt. 


Before 


CHRIST 


$94: 


14 Behold there fat wamen cveeping fer Tammuz.] Suppofed tobe ~ 


Afonis, the fame with the Egyptian Offris, 
cian fuperftition. 
7? Q 


This was the Pheni- 


Ix, 


-A mark fet on fome; and the reft deftroyd. EZEKIEL. 


Betore and have returned to provoke me to anger: and lo, 
CHRIST they put the branch to their nofe. 
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‘_ the cherubims, and {ceatter them over the city. 
“went in my fight. 


18 Therefore will I alfo deal in fury: mine éye 
fhall not fpare, neither will I have pity: and though 
they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will 1 not 


hear them. 
CHAP. IX. 

1 Ezekiel in a wifton feeth a mark fet upon fome, 5 and 

_ the deftrudtion of all the ref?. 8 God refecteth his in- 

terceffion. : 

‘I. cried alfo in mine ears with a loud voice, fay- 

ing, Caufe them that have charge over the city 

to draw near, even every man with his deftroying wea- 
pon in his hand. 

_2 And, behold, fix men came from the way of the 
higher gate, which lieth toward ehe north, and every 
man a flaughter weapon in his hand; and one man 
among them was clothed with linen, with awriter’s ink- 
horn by his fide: and they went in, and ftood befide 
the brafen altar. 

_ 3 And the glory of the God of Hrael was gone up 
from the cherub, whereupon he was, to the threfhold 
of the houfe. And he called to the man clothed with 
linen, which Jad the writer’s inkhorn by his fides 

4 And the Lorp faid unto him, Go through the 
midft of the city, through the midit of Jerufalem, and 
fet a mark upon the foreheads of the men that figh and 
that cry for all the abominations that be done in the 
midét thereof. * 

6 4 And to the others he faid in mine hearing, Go 
ye after him through the city, and fmite: let not your 
eye fpare, neither have ye pity : 

6 Slay utterly old azd young, both maids and [ittle 
children, and women: but come not near any man upon 
whom is the mark ; and begin at my fanctuary. Then 
they began at the ancient men which were before the 
houfe. 

7 And he faid unto them, Defile the houfe, and fill 
the courts with the flain: go ye forth. And they went 
forth, and flew in the city. 

8 4 And it came to pafs, while they were flaying 
them, and I was left, that I fell upon my face, and 
eried, and faid, Ah Lord Gop! wilt thou deftroy all 
the refidue of Hrael in thy pouring out of thy fury upon 
Jerufalem ? 

9 Then faid he unto me, The iniquity of the houfe of 
Ifrael and Judah zs exceeding great, and the Jand is full 
of blood, and the city full of perverfenefs: for they fay, 
The Lorn hath forfaken the earth, and the Lorn feeth 
not. : 

ro And as for me alfo, mine eye fhall not fpare, nei- 
ther will I have pity, dt I will recompenfe their way 
upon their head. : 

ir And, behold, the man clothed with linen, which 
bad theinkhorn by his fide, reported the matter, faying, 
I have done as thou haft commanded me. 


CHAP. XK. 


1 The wifion of the coals of fire, which are ordered to be 
Scattered over the city. 8 The vifton of the cherubims. 
FYCHEN I looked, and behold, in the firmament 

that was above the.head of the cherubims there 
‘appeared over them as it were a fapphire ftone, as the 
appearance of the likenefs of a throne. 

2 And he fpake unto the man clothed with linen, 
‘and faid, Go in between the wheels, even under the che- 
rub, and fill thine hand with coals of fire from between 
And he 


=) 
IX. 4 Seta mark upon the foreheads of the men that figh, &c.J 
This is intended as a declaration concerning the righteous, who are 
tieved for the corruption of the people, and deprecate the judgments 
of the Almighty, that they fhall be diftinguifhed from the wicked in 
a general calamity, and at the day of retribution. 


Generat ReFrrecTions on Chap. VII. VIII. 1X. 


‘We may gather from hence, that nothing can fereen men from the 
wrath of God, when they provoke him by their fins and hardnefs 





The vifion of the cherubims. 


3 Now the cherubims ftood on the right fide of the Before 





houfe, when the man went in ; and the cloud filled the CHRIs 


inner court. 

4 Then the glory of the Lorp went up from the 
cherub, and ftood over the threfhold of the houfe; 
and the houfe was filled with the cloud, and the court 
was full of the brightnefs of the Lorn’s glory. ° 

5 And the found of the cherubims’ wings was heard 
even to the outer court, as the voice of the Almighty 
God when he fpeaketh. 

6 And it came to pafs, that when he had com- 
manded the man clothed with linen, faying, Take fire 
from between the wheels, from between the cherubims; 
then he went in, and {tood belide the wheels. 

7 And one cherub ftretched forth his hand from be- 
tween the cherubims unto the fire that was between the 
cherubims, and took thereof, and put it into the hands 
of 4im that was clothed with linen; who took it, and 
went out. 

8 § And there appeared in the chernbims the form 
of a man’s hand under their wings. 

9 And when 1 looked, behold the four wheels by 
the cherubims, one wheel by one cherub, and another 
wheel by another cherub: and the appearance of the 
wheels ccas as the colour of a bery! {tune. 

10 And as jor their appearances, they four had 
one likenefs, as if a wheel had been in the midf of a 
wheel. 

11 When they went, they went upon their four 
fides; they turned not as they went, but to the place 
whither the head looked they followed it ; they turned 
not as they went, 

12 And their whole body, and their backs, and their 
hands, and their wings, and the wheels, were full of 
eyes round about, evex the wheels that they four had. 

13 As for the wheels, it was cried unto them in my 
hearing, O wheel. 

14 And every one had four faces: the firft face was 
the face of a cherub, and the fecond face was the face 
of a man, and the third the face of a lion, and the 
fourth the face of an eagle. 

15 And the chernbims were lifted up. This is the 
living creature that I faw by the river of Chebar. 

16 And when the cherubims went, the wheels went 
by. them: and when the cherubims lifted up their 
wings tomount up from the earth, the fame wheels alfo 
turned not from befide them. 

17 When they ttood, thefe ftood; and when they 
were lifted up, the lifted up themfelves a/f: for the 
fpirit of the living creature was in them. 

18 Then the glory of the Lorp departed ‘from off 
the threfhold of the houfe, and ftood over the cheru- 
bims. : 

19 And the cherubims lifted up their wings, and 
mounted up from the earth in my fight: when they 
went out, the wheels alfo were befide them, and every 
one {tood at the door of the eaft gate of the Lorp’s 
houfe; and the glory of the God of Hrael was over 
them above. 

20 This is the Hving creature that I faw under the 
God of Ifrael by the river of Chebar; and I knew that 
they were the cherubims. 

21 Every one had four faces apicce, and every one 
four wings; and the likenefs of the hands of a man was 
under their wings. , 

22 And the likenefs of their faces was the fame 
faces which I faw by the river of Chebar, their appear- 
ances and themfelves: they went every one ftraight 


forward. 
CHAP. 


of heart: while, on the other hand, pious perfons are dear in his 
fight; for he will protect, fpare, and fhield them from the judg- 
ments which he will infli€t upon rebellious and obitinate finners. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP.-X. XL 
X. 13 Jt was cried—O whecl.| They were put in mind of con- 
tinually attending on their duty ; for the wheels and living creatures 

were animated with the fame principle of underitanding-and motion. 
3 xL 


2 





594. 


The fudden death of Pelatiah. 


CHAP. XI. 


CHRIST, Exckiel is forwed the prefumption of the princes: 4. he 


declareth their fin, and punifoment. 22 The glory of God 
leaveth the city. 24, Ezekiel ts reftored to the captivity. 
OREOVER the fpirit lifted me up, and brought 
me unto the eaft gate of the Lorn’s houfe, which 
Jouketh eaftward: and behold at the door of the gate 
five and twenty men; among whom I faw Jaazaniah 
the fon of Azur, and Pelatiah the fon of Benaiah, 
princes of the people. : 

2 Then faid he unto me, Son of man, thefe are the 
men that devife mifchief, and give wicked counfel in 
this city: 

3 Which fay, 7 is not near; let us build houfes: 
this city zs the caldron, and we Ze the flefh. 

4 q Therefore prophefy againft them, prophefy, O 
fon of man. 

5 And the fpirit of the Lorn fell upon me, and faid 
unto me, Speak; Thus faith the Lorp; Thus have 
ye faid, O houfe of Ifrael: for 1 Know the things thar 
come into your mind, every one of them. 

6 Yehave multiplied your flain in this city, and 
ye have filled the ftreets thereof with the flain. 

7° Therefore thus faith the Lord Gon; Your flain 
whom yc have laid in the rhidft of it, they are the feth, 
and this city zs the caldron: bucI will bring you forth 
out of the midft of it. 

8 Ye have feared the fword; and I will bring a 
fword upon you, faith the Lord Gop. 

9 And I will bring you out of the midft thereof, and 
deliver you inro the hands of ftrangers, and will exe- 
cute judgments among you. 

10 Ye fhal. fall by the {word ; I will judge you in 
the border of Ifrael ; and ye fhall know that Lam the 
Lorp. 

11 This cé/y fhall not be yourcaldron, neither fhall 
ye be the flefh in the midft thereof; dué 1 will judge 
you in the border of Ifrael : 

12 And ye fhall know that I am the Lorn: for ye 
have not walked in my ftatues, neither executed my 
judgments, but have done after the manners of the 
heathen that are round about you. 

23 Q And it came to pafs, when I propheficd, that 
Pelatiah the fon of Benaiah died. Then fell I down 
upon my face, and cried with a loud voice, and faid, 
Ah Lord Gop.! wilt thou makea full end of the rem- 
nant of Ifrael ? 

14 9[ Again the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, : 

15 Son af man, thy brethren, even thy brethren, the 
men of thy kindred, and all the houfe of Ifrael wholly, 
ave they unto whom the inhabitants of Jerufalem have 
faid, Get you far from the Lorp: unto us is this land 
given in poffeffion. 

16 Therefore fay, Thus faith the Lord Gon; Al-~ 
though I have caft them far off among the heathen, 
and although I have fcattered them among the coun- 
tries, yet will I be to them as a little fanctuary in the 
countries where they fhall come. 

17 Therefore fay, Thus faith the Lord Gop; I will 
even gather you from the people, and affemble you 
out of the countries where ye have been fcattered, and 
I will give you the land of Ifrael. 

18 And they fhall come thither, and they fhall take 
away all the deteftable things thereof and all the abo- 
minations thereof from thence. 

19 And I will give them one heart, andI will put a 
new fpirit within you ; and IJ will take the {tony heart 
out of their flefh, and will give them an heart of flefh: 

20 That they may walk in my ftatutes, and keep 
en eee TS 

XI. 19 J will give them one heart, &c.} E 
divine grace, to fee and admire the glories of the divine redeemer, 
as the promifed Meffiah ; and, to this end, I will give them another 
heart :-—I will take away the hardnefs of their hearts, and give them 


teachable ditpofitions. 
GeneraLt Rretusetrons on Chap. X. XE. 


Think well upon what God faid to the Jews, that he knew all their 


CHAP. XI. XII. 


I will enable them, by | 


The captivity of 


mune ordinances, and do them; and they fhall be my 

people, and I will be their God. 

2t But as for them whofe heart walketh after the 
heart of their deteftable things and their abominations, 
I will recompenfe their way upon their own heads, 
faith the Lord Gop. é . 

22 J] Then did the cherubims lift up their wings; 
and the wheels befide them ; and the glory of the God 
of Ifrael 2vas over them above. . : 

23 And the glory of the Lorv went up from themidft 
of the city, and ftood upon the mountain which js on 
the eaft fide of the city. . 

24 4] Afterwards the fpirit took meup, and brought 
me in a vifion by the Spirit of God into Chaldea, to 
them of the captivity. So the vifion that I had feen 
went up from me. 

-25 Then | fpake unto them of the captivity all the 
things thar the Lorp had fhewed me. 
CHAP. XII. : 

I Exekiel’s removing foeweth the captivity of Zedckiah ; 
17 His trembling fheweth the Fews defolation. 21 Theit 
prefumpluous proverb is reproved. 

TT HE word of the Lor» alfo came unto me, fay- 

ing, . : 

2 Son of man, thou dyelleft in the midft of a re- 
bellious houfe, which have eyes to fec, and fee not ; 
they have ears to hear, and hear not: for they are a 
rebellious houfe. 

3 Therefore, thou fon of man, prepare thee ftuff for 
removing, and remove by day in their fight; and 
thou fhalt remove trom thy place to another place in 
their fight: it may be they will confider, though they 
be a rebellious houfe. : 

4 Then fhalt thou-bring forth thy ftuff by day in 
their fight, as ftuff for removing: and thou fhalt go 
forth at even in their fight, as they that go forth into 
captivity. 

28 thou through the wall in their fight, and carry 

out thereby. 

6 In their fight fhalt thou bear it upon thy fhoul- 
ders, aud carry 7t forth in the twilight : thou fhalt co- 
ver thy face, that thou fee not the ground: for I have 
fet thee for a fign unto the houfe of Ifracl. 

7 AndI did foas I was commanded: I brought 
forth my ftuff by day, as {tuff for captivity, and in the 
even I digged through the wall with mine hand; I 
brought 7 forth in the twilight, and I bare 7f upon my 
fhoulder in their fight. 

8 And in the morning came the word of the Loxp 
unto me, faying, 

9 Son of man, hath not the houfe of Ifrael, the re- 
bellious houfe, faid unto thee, What. doeft thou? 

10 Say thou unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; 
This burden concerneth the prince of Jerufalem, and all 
the houfe of Ifrael that @re among them. f 

11 Say, Iam your fign: like as | have -done, fo 
thall it be done unto them: they fhall remove and go 
into captivity. 

12 And the prince that 7s among them fhall bear 
upon ézs fhoulder in the twilight, and fhall go forth: 
they fhall dig through the wall to carry out thereby: 
he thall cover his face, that he fee not the ground with 
bis eyes. 

13 My net alfo will 1fpread upon him, and he fhall 
be taken in my fnare: and I will bring him to Babylon 
to the land of the Chaldeans: yet fhall he not fee ir, 
though he fhall die there. 

14 And] will {catter toward every wind all that are 
about him to help him, and all his bands; and I will 
draw out the {word after them. 

1g And 





thoughts one by one, and that he would take vengeance of all their 
fins ; and learn from thence, that God knows all the actions of men, 
and will judge them according to their works. 


COMMENTARY and NOTES on CHAP. XIL 
10 This burden, &c.] See Laiab xiiin 1, 
22 The 


Zedekhiah. 


Before 


CHRIST 


5946 


Falfe prophets reproved, 


Before 


15 And they fhall know that ¥ am the Lorp, when 


CHRIST] hall fcatter them among the nations; and difperfe 


594+ 


them in the countries. 
16 But I will leave a few men of them from the 


fword, from the famine, and from the peftilence ; that 

they may declare all. their abominations among the 

heathen whither they come; and they fhall know that 
1T amthe Lorp. 

17 4 Moreover the word of the Lorp came to me, 
faying, : 

18 Son of man, eat thy bread with quaking, and 
drink thy water with trembling and with carefulnefs ; 

1g And fay uato the people of the land, Thus faith 
the Lord Goo of the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and of 
the land of Ifrael ; They {hall eat their bread with care- 
fuinefs, and drink their water with aflonifhment, that 
her tand may be defolate from all that is therein, be- 
caufe of the violence of all them that dwell therein. 

20 And the cities that are inhabited fhall be Jai 
wafte, and the land fhall be defolate; and ye fhall 
know that I am the Lorp. 

21 @ And the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, 

22 Son of man, what zs that proverb that ye have 
in the land of Mfrael, faying, The days are prolonged, 
and every vifion faileth ? 

23 Tell them therefore, Thus faith the Lord Goo ; 
I will make this proverb to ceafe, and they thai! no 
more ufe it as 2 proverb in Ifrael; but fay unto therm, 
The days are at hand, and the effect of every vifton. 

24 For there fhall be no more any vain vifion nur 
flattering divination within the houfe of Ifrael 

25 For I am the Lorn; I will fpeak, anctthe word 
that I fhall fpeak fhall come. to pats; it fhall be ac 
more prolonged : for.in yourdays, O rebellious houle, 
will I fay the word, and will perform it, faith the 
Lord Gop. 

26 Gf Again the word of the Lorp came togpe, 
faying, 

27 Son of man, behold, they of the houfe of Ifrael 
fay, The vifion that he feeth is for many days to come, 
and, be prophefieth of the times that are tar Wfl. 

28 Therefore fay unto them, ‘Fhus faith the Lord 
Gop ; There fhall none of my words be prolonged any 
more, but the word which | have fpoken fhall be done, 
faith the Lord Gon. 

CHAP. XII. 

1 Falfe prophets reproved, and their daubing with untem- 
pered morter: 17 the prophetef/es reproved with their 
impofrures under the title of pillows and kerebiefs. 

ND the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 

2 Son of man, prophefy againft the prophets 

of Iirael that prophefy, and fay thou unto them that 

prophefy out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word 
of the Lorn ; ‘ 

3 Thus faith the Lord Gav; Woe unto the foolifh 
prophets, that follow-their own fpirit, and have feen 
nothing ! ‘ 

4 O ‘yrael, thy prophets. are like the foxes in the 
deferts. : 

5 Ye have riot gone up into the gaps, neither made 
up the hedge for the houfe of Ifrael to ftand in ihe 
battle in the day of the Lorp. 

4 They have feen vanity and lying divination, fay- 
ing, The Lorp faith: and the Lorn hath not fent 
them: and they have made others to hope that they 
would confirm the word. 

7. Have ye not feen avain vifion, and have ye not 


LT 

zz The days are prolonged, &c.] This is fpoken in the perfon of 
infidels, who turn the grace of God into wantonncis, and take encou- 
ragement, from his patience and long-fuffering, to defpife his threaten- 
ings, as if they would never be executed. 


Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. XII. 


Nothing can fet afide the purpofe of God, who never inflicts his ven. 
eance on a finful nation, till their inhabitants, by their accumulated 
provocations, have rendered themfelves ripe for deftruction. 
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EZEKIEL. and their daubing with untempered morter. 





fpoken a lying divination, whereas ye fay, The Lorp Before 


faith i#, albeit Ihave not {poken? 

8 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gon; Becaufe ye 
have fpoken vanity, and feen lies, therefore, behold, I 
am again{t you, faith the Lord Gop. 

9 And mine hand fhall be upon the prophets that 
fee vanity, and that divine lies; they thal! not be in the 
affembly of my people, neither fhall they be written in 
the writing of the houfe of Ifrael, neither fhall they 
enter into the land of Ifrael; and ye fhall know that I 
am the Lord Gop. 

10 Becaufe, even becaufe they have feduced my 
people, faying, Peace; and shere was no peace; and 
one built up a wall, and, Jo, others daubed it with un- 
tempered morter: 

ii Say unto them which daub # with untempered 
morter, that it fhall fall: there fhall be an overflowing 
fhower ; and ye, O great hailflones, fhall fall; and a 
ftormy wind fhall rend /t. 

12 Lo, when the wall is fallen, fhall it not be faid 
unto you, Where is the daubing wherewith ye have 
daubed i 2 

13 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; I wilkeven 
rend 7/ witha ftormy wind in my fury ; and there fhalt 
be an overflowing fhower in mine anger, and great 
hailltones in sy fury to confume jf. 

14 So will I break down the wall that ye have 
daubed with untempered sorter, and bring it down to 
‘ne ground, fo that the foundation thereof fhall be 
dtfcovered, and it fhall fall, and ye fhall be confumed 
in the midftthereof. and ye fhall know that lam the 
Lor. se 
15 Thus will I accomplith my wrath upon the wall, 
sad upon them that have daubed it with untempered 
morter, and will fay unto you, The wallzs no more, 
neither they that daubed it ; 

16 Yo wiv, the prophets of Ifrael which prophefy 
concerning Jerufalem, and which fee vifions of peace 


-for her, and ¢here 7s no peace, faith the Lord Gon. 


17 J Likewife, thou fon of man, fet thy face againft 
the daughters of thy people, which prophefy out of 
their own heart ; and prophefy thou againft them, 

18 And fay, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Woe to 
the wen that few pillows to all armholes, and make 
kerchiefs upon the head of every ftatue to hunt fouls? 
Will ye hunt the fouls of my people, and will ye fave 
the fouls alive that come unto you? 

19 And will ye pollute me among my people for 
handfuls of barley and for pieces of bread, to flay the 
fouls that fhould not die, and to fave the fouls alive 
that fhould not live, by your lying to my people that 
hear your lies? 

20 Wherefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, F 
am againft your pillows, wherewith ye there hunt the 
fouls to make /4rm fly, and I willtear them from your 
arms, and will Iet the fouls go, even the fouls that ye 
hunt to make /bem Ay. 

gt Your kerchiefs alfo will I tear, and deliver my 
people out of your hand, and they fhall be no more in 
your hand to be hunted; and ye fhall know that 1 am: 
the Lorp. 

22 Beeaufe with lies ye have made the heart of the 
rightcous fad, whom I have not made fad; and ftrength- 
ened the hands of the wicked, that he fhould not return 
from his wicked way, by promiling him life : 

23 Therefore ye fhall fee no more vanity, nor divine 
divinations : for I will deliver my people out of your 
hand ; and ye thall know that I am the Lorp. 

CHAP. 


A 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 

§ Ye have not gone up into the gaps, &c.]_ Ye who profefs to be 
my mMinifters, have not made interceffion with God in behalf of ‘the 
guilty and abandoned ; but are greedily feeking ycur own advantage, 
regardlefs of the welfare of yourcharge. he 

10 And one built up a wall, &c.} Applied flight and palliating re~ 
medies to public calamities, which will never give ‘true peace to the 


confciences of men, nor be of any fervice to them. 
GENERAL 


CHRIST 
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ee PC tS SS i i ec sAnANRsfentp onan tae 
Idolaters exhorted to repent. CHAP. XIV. XV. XVI. The utter rejection of ferufalem. 


Before CHAP. XIV. 
CHRIST y God's anfwer to idolaters: 12 his fentence: 22 a ren~ 
594+ nant fhall be faved. 
HEN came certain of the elders of Ifrael unto me, 
and fat before me. , 
2 And the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 
Son of man, thefe men have fet up their idols in 
their heart, and put the ftumblingblock of their iniquity 


before their face: fhould I be enquired of at all by’ 


them ? 
4. Thercfore fpeak unto them, and f y unto them, 


Thus faith the Lord Gop; Every man of the houfe of 
Ifrael that fetteth up his idols in his heart, and putteth 
the ftumblingblo: k of his iniquity before his face, and 
cometh to the prophet; I the Lorp will anfwer him 
that cometh according to the multitude of his idols; 
That I may take the houfe of Ifrael in their own 


heart, becaufe they are all eftranged from me through ; 


their idols. : 

6 | Therefore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus 
faith the Lord Gop; Repent, and turn yourfelves from 
your idols; and turn away your faces from all your 
abominations. 

7 For every one of the houfe of Ifrael, or of the 
ftranger that fojourneth in Ifracl, which feparateth him- 
felf from me, and fetteth up his idols in his heart, and 
putteth the ftumblingblock of his iniquity before his 
face, and cometh to a prophet to. enquire of him con- 
cerning me; Ithe Lorp will anfwer him by myfelf: 

8 And I will fet my face againft that man, and will 
make hima fign and a proverb, and I will cut him off 
from the midft of my people; and ye fhall know that 
I aim the Lorn. 

g And if the prophet be deceived when he hath 
fpoken a thing, I the Lorn have deceived that prophet, 
and I will ftretch out my hand upon him, and will de- 
{troy him from the midit of my pcople Ifrael. . 

10 And they fhall bear the punifhment of their ini- 
quity: the punifhment of the prophet fhall be even as 

“the punifhment of him that feeketh unto him ; 

11 That the honfe of Ifrael may go no more aftray 
from me, neither be polluted any more with all their 
‘tran{greflions; but that they may be my people; and I 
may be their God, faith the Lord Gop. 

12 @ The word of the Lorp came‘again to me, 
faying, 

13 Son of man, when the land finneth againit me 
by trefpafling grievoufly, then will I ftretch out mrine 
hand upon it, and will break the ftaff of the bread 


thereof, and will fend famine upon it, and will cut off 


man and beaft from it: 

14 Though thefe three men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, 
werein jt, they fhould deliver 4ut their own fouls by 
their righteoufnefs, faith the Lord Gop. 

15 Y If i caufe noifome beafts to pafs through the 
land, and they fpoil it, fo that it be defolate, that no 
man may pafs through becaufe of the beafts: 

16 Though thefe three men were init, as I live, faith 
the Lord Gop, they fhall deliver neither fons nor daugh- 
ters ; they only fhall be delivered, but the land fhall be 
defolate. 

17 &F Or if Ibring a fword upon that land, and fay, 

Sword, gothrough the land; fothat I cut of man and 
beaft from it: — 
_ 18 Though thefe three men were in it, as I live, faith 
the Lord Gop, they fhall deliver neither fons nor daugh- 
‘ters, but they only fhall be delivered themfelves. 

19 @ Or7f J fend a peftilence into that land, and 





Generat Rereectrions on Chap. XIII. 


The true minifters of God are here taught toreprove and warn the peo- 
ple fincerely and without flattery ; and tell them what God has com- 
manded them to fay, without concealing or fuppreffing any part 
thereof. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XIV. XV. XVL 


a QT the Lerd have deceived that prophet, &c.] The meaning is, 
0 53. 










pour out my fury upon it in blood, to cut off from it Before 
man and beat: CHRIST 

20 Though Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it, as 1 395° 
live, faith the Lord Gop, they fhall deliver ncither fon 
nor daughter: they fhall éué¢ deliver their own fouls by 
their righteoufnefs. hs 

21 9 For thus faith the Lord Goo; How much 
more when I fend my four fore judgments upon Jeru- 
falem, the {word, and the famine, and the noifome beaft, 
and the peftilence, to cut off from it man and beaft? 

22 ¥ Yet, behold, therein fhall be left a remnant 
that fhall be brought forth, Jo/4 fons and daughters: 
behold, they fhall come forth unto you, and ye fhall 
fee their way and their doings: and ye fhall be com- 
forted concerning the evil that I have brought upon 


-Jerufalem, even concerning all that I have brought upon 


it. : 

23 And they fhall comfort you, when ye fee their 
ways and their doings: and ye fhall know that I have 
not done without caufe allthat I have done in it, faith 


the Lord Gop, 
. CHAP. XV. 

3 By the unfitne/s of the vine branch for any work, 6 is 

JSocwed the utter rejeGion of Ferufalem. 

ND the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 

2 Son of man, What is the vine tree more than 
any tree, or ‘han a branch which is among the trees of 
the foreft? 

3 Shall wood be taken thereof to do any work? or 
will mex take a pin of it to hang any veffel thereon ? 

4 Behold, it is caft into the fire for fuel ; the fire de- 
voureth both the ends of it,and the midft of itis burned. 
Is it meet for any work? 

5 Behold, when it was.whole, it was meet for no 
work: how much lefs fhall it be meet yet for azy work, 
when the fire hath devoured it, and itis burned? 

6 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gon; As the vine 
tree among the trees of the foreft, which I have given to 
the fire for fuel, fo will I give the inhabitants of Jeru- 
falem. 

7 And I will fet my face againft them; they fhall go 
out from one fire, and another fire fhall devour them; 
and ye fhall know that I am the Lorp, when I fet my 
face againft them. . ‘ 

8 And I will make the land defolate, becaufe they 
have committed a trefpafs, faith the Lord Gop. 

: CHAP. XVI. 
1 By a wretched infant is foewed the fate of Ferufalems 
6 Goa’s love to her: 15 ber monftrous whoredom. 
GAIN the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, 

2 Son of man, canfe Jernfalem to know her abomi- 
nations, 

3 And fay, Thus faith the Lord Gop unto Jerufa- 
lem; Thy birth and thy nativity zs of the land of Ca~ 
naan; thy father was an Amorite, and thy mother an 
Hittite. 

4 And as for thy nativity, in the day thou waft born 
thy navel was not cit, neither waft thou wafhed in 
water to fupple thee; thou waft not falted at all, nor 


{waddled at all. 
5 None eye pitied thee, to do any of thefe unto thee, 


} to have compafiion upon thee; but thou wait caft out 


in the apen field, to the lothing of thy perfon, in the 
day that thou: waft born. 
6 € And when I paffed by thee, and faw thee pol- 


Juted in thine own blood, I faid unto thee when shou 


wafé 


God would fuffer thefe wicked people to be deceived by a falfe prophet, 
and then would, in his juft wrath, deftroy the impoftor. 

22 Therein fall be left a remnant, &¢.] Some fhall efeape the ge- 
neral calamity: but the interceffions of the moft pious perfon fhall not 
be able to avert my judgments which I have decreed to be executed-on 
the wilfully hardened and impenitent. 

XV. 7 And Twill fet my face againft them, &c.] They thall be 
furrounded with fo many afflictions, that they who efcaped me fhall be’ 
inftantly overtaken by another, 

7 JU XVI. 











The unnatural whoredoms of Ferufalem. 


Before 


CHRIST 
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waft in thy blood, Live; yea, I faid unto thee when 
thou waft in thy blood, Live. 

» I have caufed thee to multiply as the bud of the 
field, and thou haft increafed and waxen great, and 
thou art come to excellent ornaments; thy breafts arc 
fafhioned,.and thine hair is grown, whereas thou wa/ 
naked and bare. ; 

8 Now when I paffed by thee, and looked upon thee, 
behold, thy time was the time of love; and I ipread my 
fkint over thee, and covered. thy nakednefs: yea, | 
{ware unto thee, and entered into a covenant with thee, 
faith the Lord Gop, and thou becameft mine. 

9 Then wafhed I thee with water; yea, 1 throughly 
wathed away thy blood from thee, and I anointed thee 


with oil. 


10 I clothed thee alfo with broidered work, and fhod 
thee with badgers’ fkin, and I girded thee about with 
fine linen, and I covered thee with filk. 

t1 1 decked thee alfo with ornaments, and I put 
bracelets upon thy hands, anda chain on thy neck. 

12 And I put a jewel on thy forehead, and earrings 
in thine ears, and a beautiful crown upon thine head. 

13 Thus waft thou decked with goldand filver; and 
thy raiment was of fine linen, and filk, and broidered 
work: thou didft eat fine flour, and honey, and oil: 
and thou waft exceeding beautiful, and thou didft 
profper into a kingdom. 

14 And thy renown went forth among the heathen 
for thy beauty: for it was perfect through my comeli- 
nefs, which I had put upon thee, faith the Lord Gop. 

15 4] But thou didit truft in thine own beauty, and 


' playedit the harlot becaufe of thy renown, and pouredft 


out thy fornications on every one that paffed by ; his 
it was. 
16 And of thy garments thou didft take, and deckedit 


‘thy high places with divers colours, and playedft the 


harlot thereupon: she like things fhall not come, neither 
fhall it be fo. 

17 Thou haft alfo taken thy fair jewels of my gold 
and of my filver, which | had given thee, and madeft 
to thyfelf images of men, and didft commit whoredom 
with them, 

18 And tookelt thy broidered garments, and coveredft 
them: and thou haft fet mine oil and mine incenfe be- 
fore them. 

19 My meat alfo which I gave thee, fine flour, and 
oil, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou halt even fet 
it before them for afweet favour: and /zs it was, faith 
the Lord Gop. 

20 Moreover thou haft taken thy fons and thy daugh- 
ters, whom thou haft borne unto me, and thefe haft 
thou facrificed unto them to be devoured. Is shis of 
thy whoredoms a {mall matter, 

21 That thou haft flain my children, and delivered 
them to caufe them to pafs through ¢he fire for them? 

22 And in all thine abominations and thy whore- 
doms thou haft not remembered the days of thy youth, 
when thou waft naked and bare, avd waft polluted in 
thy blood. 

23 And it came to pafs after all thy wickednefs, 
(woe, woe unto thee! faith the Lord Gop;)- 

24 That thou haft alfo built unto thee an eminent 
place, and haft made thee an high place in every ftreet. 

25 Thou haft built thy high place at every head of 
the way, and haft made thy beauty to be abhorred, and 
haft opened thy féet to every one that paffed by, and 
multiplied thy whoredoms. ; 

26 Thou haft alfo committed fornication with the 
Egyptians thy neighbours, great of flefh ; and haft in- 
creafed thy whoredoms, to provoke me to anger, 

27 Behold, therefore I have ftretched out my hand 
over thee, and have diminifhed thine ordinary food, 


_ XVI. 8 Bebold, thy time war the time of love, &c.] The time of 
thy extremity and diftrefs was a fit opportunity for me to extend my love 
aowards thee, in delivering thee out aE eK, efpeufing the to myfelf 
in a marriace contract, and beRowing on thee all neceffary bleffings, both 
Spiritual and temporal. 

2 


EZEKIEL. God threateneth her with fevere judgment. 


and delivered thee unto the will of them that hate thee, B.fore 
the daughters of the Philiflines, which are afhamed ase 


thy lewd way. 

28 Thou haft played the whore alfo with the Afly- 
rians, becaufe thou waft unfatiable; yea, thou haft 
played the harlot with them, and yet couldeft not 
be fatisfied. 

29 Thou haft moreover multiplied thy fornication 
in the land of Canaan unto Chaldea; and yet thou waft 
not fatisfied herewith. 

30 How weak is thine heart, faith the Lord Gop, 


feeing thou doeft all thefe shmmgs, the work of an impe- - 


rious whorifh woman 3 

3t In that chou buildeft thine eminent place in the 
head of every way, and makeft thine high placein every 
ftreet; and haft not been as an harlot, in that thou 
fcorneft hire ; 

32 But as a wife that committeth adultery, which 
taketh ftrangers inftead of her hufband! 

3 They give’gifts to.all whores: but thou giveft 

thy gifts to all thy lovers, and hireft them, that they 


_May come unto thee on every fide for thy whoredom. 


34 And thecontrary is in thee from other women in 
thy whoredoms, whereas none followeth thee to com- 
mit whoredoms : and in that thou giveft a reward, and 
no reward is given unto thee, therefore thou art contrary. 

35 Y Wherefore, O harlot, hear the word of the 
Lorp: , 

36 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe thy filthinefs 
was poured out, and thy nakednefs difcovered through 
thy whoredoms with thy Jovers, and with all the idols 
of thy abominations, and by the blood of thy children, 
which thou didft give unto them; — 

37 Behold, therefore, I will gather all thy lovers, 
with whom thou hat taken pleafure, and all tem that 
thou haft loved, with all them that thou haft hated; I 
will even gather them round about againit thee, and 
will difcover thy nakednefs unto them, that they may 
fee all thy nakednefs. 

38 And I will judge thee, as women that break wed- 
lock and {hed blood are judged ; and Iwill give thee 
blood in fury and jealouly. 

39 And I will alfo give thee into their hand, and they 
fhali throw down thine eminent.place, and fhall break 
down thy high places; they fhall flrip thee alfo of thy 
clothes, and fhail take thy fair jewels, and leave thee 
naked and bare. 

40 They fhallalfo bring up a company againft thee, 
and they fhall ftone thee with ftones, and thruft thee 
through with their fwords. , 

4. And they fhall burnthine houfes with fire, and 
execute judgments upon theein the fight of many wo- 
men: and I will caufe thee to ceafe from playing the 
harlot, and thou alfo fhalt give no hire any more. 

42 So will I make my fury toward thee to reft, and 
my jealoufy fhall depart from thee, and.1 will be quiet, 
and will be no more angry. 

43 Becaufe thou hatt not remembered the days of 
thy youth, but haft fretted me in all thefe things; be- 
hold, therefore I alfo will recompenfe thy way upon 
thine head, faith the Lord Gop: and thou {halt not com- 
mit this lewdnefs above all thine abominations. 

44 4 Behold, every one that ufeth proverbs fhall ufe 
ibis proverb againf thee, faying, As zs the mother, /o és 
her daughter. : 

45 Thou art thy mother’s daughter, that lotheth her 
hofband and her children; and thou art the fifter of 
thy fitters, which léthed their hufbands and their chil- 
dren: your mother was an Hittite, and your father an 
Amorite. 

46 And thine elder Giter zs Samaria, fhe and her 
daughters that dwell at thy left hand: and thy sue 

. ilter, 


go How weak us thine heart, cj ‘Yheu art nor only unttable in 
thyfelf, but reftlefs and unfettled in the practice of wickednefs, ever 
hankering after fome new idolatry, and indulging a wandering 


a 48 Scdon 


Mercy promifed her in the end. 


Before fifter, char dwelicth at thy right hand, zs Sodom and her 
cHRIST danohters. 


59% 


47 Yet haft thou not walked after their ways, nor 
done after their abominations: but, as if that were a 
very little shiny, thou waft corrupted more than they in 
all thy ways. . 

48 As Tlive, faith the Lord Gop, Sodom thy fifler 
hath not done, fhe nor her daughters, as thou hait done, 
thou and thy daughters. : 

49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy fiter Sodom, 
pride, fulnefs of bread, and abundance of idlenefs was 
in her and in her daughters, neither did the ftrengthen 
the hand of the poor and needy. 

50 And they were haughty, and committed abomi- 


nation before me: therefore | took them away as I faw 


ood. 
‘ 51 Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy fins; 
but thou haft multiplied thine abominations more than 
they, and haft juftified thy filters in all thine abomina- 
tions which thou haft done. 

52 Thou alfo, which haft judged thy fifters, bear 
thine own fhame for thy fins that thou haft committed 
more abominable than they ; they are‘more righteous 
than thou: yea, be thou confounded alfo, and bear thy 
Shame, in that thou hait juftified thy fifters. 

53 When I hall bring again their captivity, the cap- 
tivity of Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity 
of Samaria and her daughters, then wi/l J bring again 
the captivity of thy captives in the midft of them: 

$4 That thou mayeft bear thine own fhame, and 
mayeft be confounded in all thatthou haft done, in that 
thou art a comfort unto them. ; : 

55 When thy fifters, Sodom and her daughters, fhall 
return to their formereftate, and Samaria and her daugh- 
ters fhall return to their former eftate, then thou and 
thy daughters fhall return to your former eftate. 

56 Yor thy fitter Sodom was not mentioned by thy 
mouth in the day of thy pride, 

57 Before thy wickcdnefs was difcovered, as at the 
time of ¢hy reproach of the daughters of Syria, and all 
that are roundabout her, the daughters of the Philiftines, 
which defpife thee round about. 

58 Thou haft borne thy lewdnefs and thine abomi- 
nations, faith the Lorp. 

59 For thus faith the Lord Gon; I will even deal 
with thee as thou haft done, which haft defpifed the 
oath in breaking the covenant. 

60 & Newerthelefs, 1 will remember my covenant 
with thee in the days of thy youth, and I will eftablifh 
unto thee an everlafting covenant. 

61 Then thou fhalt remember thy ways, and be 
afhamed, when thou fhalt receive thy fifters, thine elder 
and thy younger: and I] will give them unto thee for 
daughters, but not by thy covenant. 

62 And I will eftablifh my covenant with thee; and 
thou fhalt know that I a7: the Lorp: ; 

63 That thou mayeft remember, and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more becaufe of thy 


.ihame, when I am pacified toward thee for all that 


thou haft done, faith the Lord Gon. 
CHAP. XVII, 

x By two cagles and a vine, 11 is foewed God’s judgment 
upon Ledekiah. 22 A promife of Chrift's kingdom. 
«NDthe word of the Loxp came unto me, faying, 

2 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and {peak a 
parable unto the houfe of Hrael ; 

3 And fay, Thus faith the Lord Gop; A great 

cagle with great wings, longwinged, full of feathers, 





48 Sodom thy fier hath not done—as thou haf, &c.] The fins of So- 
dom were not attended with fuch aggravating circumftances of ingra- 
titude. : 

60 An everlafiing cowenant.] The gofpel; the covenant of grace and 
falvation. 

Generac Rereect1oans on Chap. XIV. XV. XVI. 
Impicty, hypocrify, and ingratitude ayainit God; are the main caufes of 

famine, peftilence, and thofe other fcourges which he makes ufe of in 

the punifhment of countries and nations, In the midft of thefe tokens 


| 


which had divers colour.,cime unto Lebanon, and couk 
the higheft branch of the cedar: 

4 Hecropped off the top of his young twigs, and 
carried it into a land of traffick 3 he fet st in a city of 
merchants. - 

5 He took alfo of the feed of the land, and planted it 
in a fruitful field; he placed i¢ by great waters, and {et 
it asa willow tree, 

6 And it grew, and became a fpreading vine of low 
ftature, whofe branches turned toward fiim, and the 
roots thereof were under him: fo it became 4 vine, and 
brought forth branches, and fhot forth fprigs. , 

7 Uherewas alfo another great eagle with preat wings 
and many feathers: and, behold, this vine did bend 
her roots toward him, and fhot forth her branches to- 
ward him, that he might water-it by the furrows of 
her plantation. 

8 It was planted in a good foil by great waters, that 
it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear 
fruit, that it might be a goodly vine. 

9 Say thou, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Shall it 
profper? fhall he not pull up the roots thereof, and cut 
off the fruit thereof, that it wither? ic fhall wither in 
all the leaves of her fpring, even without great power 
or many people to pluck it up by the roots thereof. 

10 Yea, behold, deing planted, fhall it profper? fhall 
it not utterly wither, when the ealt wind toucheth it? 
it fhall wither in the furrows where it grew. 

11 GJ Moreover the word of. the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, : 

12 Say now to the rebellious houfe, Know ye not 
what thefe ¢hings mean? tell them, Behold, the king of 
Babylon is come to Jerufalem, and hath taken the king 
thereof, and the princes thereof, and led them with him 
to Babylon; 

13 And hath taken of the king’s feed, and madea 
covenant with him, and hath taken an oath of him: he 
hath alfo taken the mighty of the land: , 

14 That the kingdom might be bafe, that ic might 
not life itfelf up, but that by keeping of his cove- 
nant it might ftand. ; 

15 But he rebelled againft him in fending his am- 
baffadors into Egypt, that they might give him horfes 
and much people. Shall he profper? fhall he efcape 
that doeth fuch things ? or thal! he break the covenant, 
and be delivered? 

16 4s I live, faith the Lord Gon, furely in the place 
where the king dwelleththat made him king, whofe oath 
he defpifed, and whofe covenant he brake, evez with 
him in the mid{ft of Babylon he fhall die. 

17 Neither fhall Pharoah with dis mighty army and 
great company make for him in the war, by cafting up 
mounts, and building forts, to cut off many perfons: 

18 Seeing he defpifed the oath by breaking the co- 
venant, when, lo, he had given his hand, and hath done 
all thefe things, he fhall not‘etcape. 

19 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop: As I live, 
furely mine oath that he hath defpifed, and my cove- 
nant that he hath broken, even it will I recompenfe 
upon his own head. , 

20 And I will fpread my net upon him, and he fhall 
be taken in my fnare, and I will bring him to Babylon 
and will plead with him there for his trefpafs that he 
hath trefpaffed againft me. 

21 And all his fugitives with all his bands fhall fall 
by the fword, and they that remain fhall be fcattered 
toward all the winds: and ye fhall know chat I the Lora 
have {poken 7s, 

22 & Thus 

TE ne nts 

of his difpleafure, he preferves his ele § 

thofe mitnic to which te Sin Sf ee Toe eae 


of God to relicve us from the corruptions of our own hearts, whence 
all evil flows. - 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP, XVII. XVI 


XVII. 4 Aland of traffick &c.] Babylon, and the land 
- 2 oe , ar od 
about it, being the feat of univerfal monarchy. ft ] eee 
a place of great trade. archys mult confequently become 
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God's juftice in dealing with men 
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22 F Thus faith the Lord Gon; I will alfo take of the 


CHRIST higheft branch of the high cedar, and will fet it: I will 


594 


crop off from the top of his young twigs a tender one 
and will plane 7¢ upon ap high mountain and eminent: 

23 In the mountain of the height of Hfrael will I 
plant it: and it fhall bring forth boughs, and bear 
fruit, and be a goodly cedar: and under it fhall dwell 
all fowl of every wing; in the fhadow of the branches 
thereof fhall they dwell. 

24 And all the trees of the field fhall know that I 
the Lorp have brought down the high tree, have ex- 
alted the low tree, havedried up the green tree, and have 
made the dry tree to fourifh: Ithe Lorp have fpoken 
and have done /t. ay: 

CHAP. XVII. 
1 God difalloweth the parable of four grapes: 24 he fhew- 
eth his dealing with a juft man, who revolteth. 

HE word of the Lorp came unto me again, fay- 

ing, 

2 What mean ye, that ye ufe this proverb concern- 
ing the land of Ifrael, faying, The fathers have eaten 
four grapes, and the children’s teeth are fet on edge? 

3 4s I live, faith the Lord Gop, ye fhall not have 
occafion any more to ufe this proverb in Irael. 

Behold, all fouls are mine; as the foul of the fa- 
ther, fo alfo the foul of the fon is mine: the foul that 
finneth, it fhall die. 

5 § But if a man bejufl, and do that which is law- 
ful and right, 

6 And hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither 
hath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the houfe of Ifrael, 
neither hath defiled his neighbour’s wife, neither hath 
come near to a menftruous woman, : 

7 And hath not oppreffed any, du hath reftored to 
the debtor his pledge, hath {poiled none by violence, 
hath given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered 
the naked witha garment; 

8 He ¢bat hath not given forth upon ufury, neither 
hath taken any increafe, shat hath withdrawn his hand 
from iniquity, hath executed true judgment between 
man and man, 

9 Hath walked in my ftatutes, and hath kept my 
judgments, to deal truly; he és juft, he fhall furely. 
live, faith the Lord Gop. 

1o 9 If he beget a fon shat isa robber, a fhedder of 
blood, and that doeth the like to amy one of thefe things. 

11 And that doeth not any of thofe duties, but even 
hath eaten upon the mountains, and defiled his neigh- 
bour’s wife, 

12 Hath opprefled the poor and needy, hath fpoiled 
by violence, hath not reftored the pledge, and hath 
lifted up his eyes to the idols, hath committed abomi- 
nation, 


13 Hath given forth upon ufury and hath taken | 
increafe: fhall he then live? he fhall not live: he hath ; 
done all thefe abominations; he fhall furely die; his 


blood fhall be upon him. ; 
14 Y Now, lo, if he begeta fon, that feeth all his 


‘father’s fins which he hath done, and confidereth, and — 


doeth not fuch like, 


15 That hath not eaten upon the mountains, neither | 


“haath lifted up his eyes to the idols of the houfe of Ifracl, 


curity to all his obedient fubjects. 


‘hath-not defiled his neighbour’s wife, 
16 Neither hath oppreffed any, hath not withholden 


the pledge, neither hath fpoiled by violence, du¢ hath | 





23 Jn the mountain, &c.] This aefcription refersto the perfon and 
kingdom of the Meffiah, who is often compared to a plant or branch: 
_and ferves to fhew, that ia the midft of the fevereft threatenings, God 
never forgets his promife af fending the great redeemer into the world, 
who by a powerful andeafy government was to prove a thelter and fe- 


XVUL 4. The foul that finneth x feall die.). As life fignifies ali the 
happinefs that attends the favour of God; fo death denotes all thofe pu- 
nifhments whith are the effeéts of the divine difpleafure, under which 


are comprchended the miferies of the next world, which will endure for | 


ever.” 
31 Make you 2 new heart and anew fpirit, &c.] ‘The prophets often 


& 


‘ 


exhort the Jews to an inward purity and helinefs, that they might not J 


given his bread to the hungry, and hath covered the 
naked.with a garment. 

17 That hath taken off his hand from the poor, that 
hath not received ufury nor increafe, hath executed my 
judgments, hath walked in my ftatutes; he fhall not 
die fur his iniquity of the father, he thall furely live. 

18 As for his tather, becaufe he cruelly oppreffed, 
{poiled his brother by violence, and did shat which is 
not good among his people, lo, even he fhall die in his 
iniquity. 

19 G Yet fay ye, Why? doth not the fon bear the 
iniquity of the father? When the fon hath done that 
which ts lawful and right, and hath kept all my fta- 
tutes, and hath clone them, he fhall furely live. 

20 The foul that finneth, ic fhall die. The fon fhall 
not bear the iniquity of the father, neither fhall the fa- 
ther bear the iniquity of the fon: the righteoufnels of 
the righteous fhali be upon him, and the wickednefs of 
the wicked fhall be upon him. 

21 §[ But if the wicked will turn from all his fins 
that he hath committed, and keep all my flatutes, and 
do that which is lawful and right, he fhall furely live, 
he fhall not die, 

22 All ais tranfgreffions that he hath committed, 
they fhall not be mentioned unto him; io his righte- 
oufnefs that he hath done he fhall live. 

23 Havel any pleafure at all that the wicked fhould 
die? faith the Lord Goo: avd not that he fhould return 
from his ways, and live? 

24 9 But when the righteous turneth away from 
his righteoufnefs, and committeth iniquity, and doeth 
according to ail the abominations, that the wicked man 
doeth, fhallhelive? All his righteoufnefs that he hath 
done fhall not be mentioned: in his trefpafs that he 
hath trefpaiicd, and in his fia that he hath finned, in 
them fhall he die. 

25 J Yet ye fay, The way of the Lore is not equal. 
Hear now, O houfe of Ifrael; Is not my way equal? 
are not your ways unequal ? 

26 When a righteous man turneth away from his 
righteoufnefs, and committeth iniquity, and dicth in 
them, for his iniquity that he hath done fhall he die. 

27 Again, when the wicked man turneth away from 
his wickednefs that he hath committed, and doeth that 
which is lawful and right, he fhall fave his foul alive. 

28 Becaufe he confidereth, and turneth away from 
all his tranfgreflions that he hath committed, he fhall 
furely live, he fhall not die. ‘ 

29 Yet faith the houfe of Ifrael, The way of the 
Lorn is not equal. O houfe of Ifrael, are not my ways 
equal? are not your ways unequal? 

30 Therefore J will judge you, O houfe of Ifracl, 
every one according to his ways, faith the Lord Gop, 
Repent, and turn yozrfelves from all your tranfgreffions 5 
fo iniquity fha]l not be your ruin. 

grt I Caftaway from youall your tranfgreflions,where-' 
by ye bavetranigreffed; and make you a new heart and 
anew {pirit: for why will ye die, O houfe of Ifrael? 

32 For [have no pleafure in the death of him that 
dieth, faith the Lord Gop: wherefore turn yourfelves, 


and live ye. 
CHAP. XIX. 
t Alamentation for the princes of Ifrael, 10 and for Feru- 
falem, under parables. : , 
MORE- 





tely on an outward legal righteoufnefs, anda ferupulous exaétnefs in an 
obfervance of the ritual parts of the law; for God_expedts that 
we fhould walk before him in humility, and in the paths of juftice, mercy 
and truth. 


GeneERAL Rerrectrions on Chap. XVH. XVII. 


We are here taught that God does not bicfs thofe means, to which perjured 
and unrightcous men have recourfe ; that our repentance fhouldbe 
evidenced by withdrawing from all fin; ever remembering, that fuch 
is the infinite goodnefs of God, that he who never leaves poor finners 
in a ftate of defpair, but in the midft of the moft deferved wrath re- 
members mercy ; and that we fhould continually afpire after an inward 


change of thoughts and inclinations, 
COMMENTARY 


EZ EKIEL. according to their own perfonal deferts, 
aaa 


Before 
CHRisp 


595. 





The parable of lion’s zwhelps taken ina pitt CHAP. XX. God rehearfeth the rebellions of Ifracl. 





Before OREOVER take thou up a lamentation for 
ce the princes of Irael, 


‘593+ 


‘tion, and fhall be for a lamentation. 


a And fay, Whar is thy mother? A lionefs: fhe lay 
down among lions, ihe nourifhed her whelps among 
young lions. 

3 And flie brought up one of her whelps: it be- 
came a young lion, and it learned to catch the prey : 
and ic devoured men. 

4 The nations alfo heard of »im 3 he was taken in 
their pit, and they brought him with chains into the 
land of Evypt. : 

5 Now when the faw that fhe had waited, and her 
Bope was loft, then fhe took another of her whelps, and 
made him a young hon. 

6 Ang be went up and down among the lions, he 
became a yeuog tion, and learned to catch the prey, 
and G.vouled men. 

> Aud he knew their defolate palaces, and he laid 
waite their cities 5; and the land was defolate, aud the 
fulaefs thereof, by the noife of his roaring. 

§ Then the nations {et againft him on every fide 
from the provinces, and fpread their net over him : 
he was taken in their pit. 

9 Aud they put him in ward in chains, and brought 
him to the king of Babylon: they brought him into 
holds, that his voice fhould no more be heard upon 
the mountains of Ifrael. 

104 Lhy mother‘és like a vine in thy blood, plant- 
ed by the waters: fhe was fruitful and full of bran- 
ches by reafon of many waters. 

11 And the had ftrong rods for the {ceptres of them 
that bare rule, and her ftature was exalted among the 
thick branches, and fhe appeared in her height with 
the multitude of her branchies. 

12 But fhe was plucked up in fury, fhe was caft 
down to the ground, and the ealt wind dried up her 
fruit: her itrong rods were broken and withered ; the 
fire confumed them. 

13 And now the ‘s planted in the wildernefs, ina 
ary and thirty, ground. 

14 And fire is gone out of a rod of her branches, 
which hath devoured her fruit, fo that he hath no 
ftrong ruc to be a fceptre to rule. This is a lamenta- 


CHAP. XxX. 


1 God refufeth to be confulted by the elders of Ifrael: 4 he 
rebearleth the rebeiions of their anceflors in Egypt, 
17” the wildernefs, 27 and in the promifed land: 33 
af promife to gather them by the gofpel. 

”A ND it came to pafs in the feventh year, in the 
f° fifth month, the tenth day of the month, that 
certain of the elders of Ifracl came to enquire of the 
Lory, and fat before me. 

2 Then came the word of the Lorn unto me, faying, 

2 Son of man, fpeak unto the elders of Hrael, and 
fzy onto them, Thus faith the Lord Gon; Are ye 
ccure to enquire of me? ds I live, faith the Lord Gop, 
Lil not be enquired of by you. 

4 % Wile thou judge them, fon of man, wilt thou 
jecye them ? caufe them to know the abominations of 
thew fachers ; 

5 And fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop ; In 
the day when I chofe Ifrael, and lifted up mine hand 
unto the feed of the houfe of Jacob, and made myifelf 
known untothem in the land of Egypt, when I lifted 
up mine hand unto them, faying, I am the Lorp your 
God; 

6 in the day that I lifted up mine hand unto them, 


a 

COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. AIX. XxX. 

XIX. 1 Take thou up a lamentation, &c.] The expreflion alludes to 
mournful fongs ufed at funerals. ‘ 

3 She éreught up one of beravhelps, &c.] Jehoahaz, who did not par- 
fue the good example of his father Jofiah. 

& She tock ancther of her whelps, &c.J This was Eloiakim, or rather 
Jchoshaz. See 2 Kings xxiii. 346 Sat ase 

12 Sheaves plucked up in fury, &c.| God in his anger removeth her 
out of the land, in which he himfelf had planted her. : 

No. §3.- 


to bring them forth of the land of Egypt into a land Before 


that I had efpied for them, flowing with milk and ho-© 
ney, which zs the glory of all Jands: ep Bee 

7 Then faid Lunto them, Caft ye away every man 
the abominations of his eyes, anddefile not yourfelves 
with the idols of Egypt: I 22 the Lory your God. 

8 But they rebelled againf{t me, and would not 
hearken unto me: they did not every man cait away 
the abominations of their eyes, neither did they forfake 
the idols of Egypt: then I faid, I will pour out my 
fury upon them, to accomplifh my anger againft chem 
in the micft of the lind cf Egypt. 

9 But I wrought for my name’s fake, that it fhould 
not be polluted before the heathen, among whom they 
were, in whofe fight I made myfelf known unto them, 
in bringing them forth out of the land of Egypt. 

to Wherefore I caufed them to go forth out of the 
land of Egypt, and brought them into the wildernefs, 

11 And I givethem my fiatutes, and fhewed them 
my judgments, which fa mando, he fhall even live 
in them. 

12 Moreover alfo I gavethem my fabbaths, tobea 
fign between me and them, that they might know that 
1 am the Lorn that fanctify them. 

12 But che houfe of Ifracl rebelled awainft mein the 
wildernefs; they walked not in my ftatutes, and they 
defpifed my judgments, which if a man do, he fhall- 
even live in them; and my fabbaths they greatly pol- 
luted: then I faid, I would pour out my fury upon 
them in the wildernefs, to confume them. 

14 But I wrought for my name’s fake, that it 
fhould not be polluted before the heathen, in whofe 
fight I broughr them out, 

15 Yet alfo I lifted up my hand unto them in the 
wildernefs, that I would not bring them into the land 
which I had given si-m, owing with milk and honey, 
which 7s the glory of all lands; 

16 Becaufe they defpifed my judgments, and walked 
not in my ftatutes, but polluted my fabbaths: for their 
heart went after their idols. 

17 Neverthelefs mine eye fpared them from deftroy- 
ing them, neither did I make an end of them in the 
wildernefs. ; 

18 But I faid unto their children in the wildernefs, 
Walk ye nct in the ftatutes of your fathers, neither 
obferve their judgments, nor defile yourfelves with 
their idols : : 

19 I awthe Lorp your God; walk in my ftatutes, 
and keep my judgments, and do them; 

20 And hallow my fabbaths; and they fhall bea 
fign between me and you, that ye may know that I 
am the Lorp your God. 

21 Notwithftanding the children rebelled againft 
me: they walked not in my ftatutes, neither kept my 
judgments to dothem, which 7f a man do, he fhall 
even live in them; they polluted my fabbaths: then [ 
faid, I would pour out my fury upon them, to accom- 
plifh mine anger againfi them in the wildernefs. 

22 Neverthelefs | withdrew mine hand, and wrought 
for my name’s fake, that it fhould not be polluted in 
the fight of the heathen, in whofe fight I brought 
them forth. te 

23 1 lifted up mine hand unto them alfo in the wil- 
dernefs, that I would fcatter thena among the heathen, 
and difperfe them through the countries ; 

24 Becaufe they had not executed my judgments, 
but had defpifed my ftatutes, and had polluted my fab- 
baths, and their eyes were after their fathers idols, 

25 Wherefore I give them alfo flatutes shat were 

not 
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XX. 4 Wilt thou judge them, &c.] Rather, Wilt thou plead for 
them. 

25 I gave them alfo flatutes that were ust good, &¢.| ‘This is the 
true meaning of the pafluge before us: T permitted thein to worhhip 
the hoft of heaven, As fun, moon, and ftars, and fufered them to pol 
lute themfelves in the groffelt manner with idols; 1 aifo give them the 
ceremonial law, which was only the thadow of good things to come 3 
but which could not fave them from my difpleafure, fince they reiled, 
in the.obfervance of its precepts, without louking forwards to the 


7x MedLah, 
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A promife to gather Ifrael by the gofpel. EZEKIEL. A prophecy of a fic.) froord, 
Ses nl 
your doings, wherein ye have beea defiled; and ye Pefore 


Before not zood, and judgments whereby they fhould not 
oe are 7 : fhall lothe yourfelves in your own fight for all your ee 


CBREIST hive 


57 26 Andl polluted them ia their own gifts, in that 


they caufed t6 pafs through the fire all that opencth 
the womb, that I might make them defolate, to the end 
that they might know that I am the Lorp. 

27 4 Therefore, fon of man, fpeak unto the houfe of 


Ifrael, and fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; ° 


Yet in this your fathers have blafphemed: me, in that 
they have committed atrefpafs againft me. 

28 for when I had brought them into the Jand, for 
the which] lifted up mine hand to give it to them, then 
they faw every high hill, and ali the thick trees, and 
they offered there their facrifices, and there they pre- 
fented the provocation of their offering: therealfo they 
made their fweet favour, and poured! out «here their 
drink offerings. . 

29 Then I faid unto them, What #s the high place 
whereunto ye go? And the name thereof is called Ba- 
mah unto this day. 

30 {| Wherefore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael,, Thus 
faith the Lod Gonos Are ye polluted after the manner 
of your fathers? and commit ye whoredom after their 
abominations ? Z 

31 Forwhen ye offer your gifts, when ye make your 
fons to pals through the fire, ye pollute yourlelves with 
all your idols, even unto this day: and fhall I be en- 
quired of by you, O houfe of Ifvacl? u4s £ live, faith 
the Lord Gon, I will not be enquired of by you. 

32 And that which cometh into your mind fhall 
not be at all, that ye fay, We will be as the heathen, 
as the families of the countries, to ferve wood and ftone. 

33 {| 4 Llive, faith the Lord Gop, furely witha 
mighty. hand, and with a ftretched out arm, and with 
fury poured out, will I rule over you : 

34 And I will bring you out from the people, and 
will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are 
feattered, with a mighty hand, and with a {tretched 
out arm, and with fury poured ont, 

35 And I will bring you into the wilderncf of the 
people. and there will | plead with you face to face. 

6 Like as I pleaded with your fathers in the wildcr- 
nefs of the land of Egypt, fo will J plead with you, faith 
the Lord Gop. 

37 And I will canfe you to pafs under the rod, and 
I will bring you into the bond of the covenant: 

38 And I will purge out from among you the re- 
bels, and them thar tranfgrefs againft me: I will bring 
them forth out of the country where they fojourn, 
and they fhall not enter into the land of Tfrael: and ye 
fhall know that I am the Lorn. 

39 As for you, O houfe of Ifrael, thus faith the 
Lord Gop: Go ye, ferve ye every one his idols, and 
hereafter a//o, if ye will not hearlg¢ntunto me: but pol- 
lute ye my holy name no more with your gifts, and 
with your idols. ‘ 


o For in mine holy mountain, in the mountain of } 
the height of Ifrael, faith the Lord Gon, there fhall | 


all the houfe of Ifrael, all of them in the land, ferve me: 
there will I accept them, and there will I require your 
offerings, and the firftfruits of your oblations, with all 
your holy chings. 

41 1 will accept you with your {weet favour, when 
I bring you out from the people, and gather you out 
of the countries wherein ye have been f{cattered ; and 
J will be fanctified in you before the heathen. 

42 And ye fhall know that lam the Lorp, when I 
fhall bring you into the land of Ifrael, into the coun:ry 
for the which I lifted up mine hand to give it to your 
fathers. 

43 And there fhall ye remember your ways, and all 


| A I ES 
‘Mefiah, whole work of redemption was typified thereby, and who 
alorte could {creen them from the wrath to come. By this explana- 
tion of the paflage we prefume the groundlefs cavils of the deifts will 
be filenced. 

Generac Rerrections on Chap. XIX, XX. 


God will farely inflict his’ judgments on a finful nation who perfifs F 


LN 








evils-that ye have committed. 

44 And ye fhall know that I am the Lorp, when I 
have wrought with you for my name’s fake, not ac- 
cording to your wicked ways, noraccording to yourcor- 
rupt doings, O ye houfe of Ifrael, faith the Lord Gop. 

45 { Moreover the word of the Logp came unto me, 
faying, 

46 Son of man, fet thy face toward the fouth, and 
drop thy word toward the fouth, and prophefy againft 
the foreft of the fouth field ; 

47 And fay to the foreft of the fouth, Hear the word 
of the Lorp ; Thus faith the Lord God; Behold, I 
will kindle a fire in thee, and it fhall devour every 
green tree in thee, and every dry tree: the faming flame 
fha!! nor be quenched, and all faces from the fouth to 
the north fhall be burned therein. 

48 And all flcth fhall fee that I the Lorp have kin- 
dled it: it thati not be quenched. 

49 Then fiid I, Ah Lord Gop! they fay of me,. 
Doth he not fpeak parables? 

CHAP. XXI. 

i Exckhiel’s prophecy againf? Jerufalem. 8 The foarp fword, 
18 again Ferufulem, 23 the kingdom, 28 and the 
Ammoiities. 

Nv the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying,. 

2 Son of man fet thy face toward Jerufalem, 

and drop thy word toward the holy places, and pro- 
phefy againft the land of Ifrael, 

3 And fay to the land of Ifrael, Thus faith the Lorn; 
Behold, 1 am againft thee, and will draw forth my 
tword out of his fheath, and will cut off from thee the 
righteous and the wicked. 

4 Seeing then that 1 will cur off from thee the righ--. 
teous and the wicked, therefore fhall my.fword go forth 
out of his fheath againit all flefh from the fouth to the 
north: 

5 That all fefh may know that I the Lorp have: 
drawn forth my fword out of his fheath: it fhall not 
return any more. 

6 Sigh therefore, thou fon of man, with the breaking. 
of thyloins; and with bitternefs figh before their eyes. 

7 Andit fhall be, when they fay unto thee, Where 
fore figheft thou? that thou fhalt anfwer, For the ti- 
dings; becaufe it cometh : and every heart fhall melt, 
and all hands fhall be feeble, and every fpirit fhall fainc, 
and all knees fhall be weak as water: behold, it com- 
eth, and fhall be brought to pafs, faith the Lord Gop, 

8 § Again the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, 

9: Son of man, prophefy, and fay, Thus faith the 
Lorp ;.Say, A fword, a {word, is tharpened, and alfo 
furbithed : 

10 It is fharpened to make a fore flaughter;. it is 
furbifhed that it may glitter: fhould we then make 
mirth ? it contemneth the rod of my fon, as every tree. 

rr And he hath given it to be furbifhed, that 1t may 
be handled: this fword is fharpened, and it is furbifh- 
ed, to give it into the hand of the flayer. 

12 Cry and howl, fon of man: for it fhall be upon. 


my people, it /aa// de upon all the princes of Ifrael: ter- 


rors by reafon of the {word fhall be upon my people: 


t {mite therefore upon ¢sy thigh. 


13 Becaufe it és a trial, and what if the fwword contemn- 


‘ft ewen the rod? it fhall be no more, faith the Lord Gop. 


14 Thou therefore, fon of man, prophefy: and fmite- 
thine hands together, and let the fword be doubled the 
third time, the fword of the flain: it zs the fword of 
the great men that are flain, which entereth into their 
privy chambers. 

™5 I 
jn the commiffion of their crimes; we fhould therefore, to avoid 
the divine indignation, ftudy the facred feriptures fo as to under~ 
ftand them, and never fail to beg of God to illuminate our minds 
by his divine Spirit, that we may always read them with equal profit 
and. delight. 


COMMENTARY 





CHAP. XXII. Alkft of fins committed in Ferufalem: { 


_3 Then fay thou, Thus faith the Lord Gop; The Before 
city theddeth blood in the midft of it, that her time CH®!T 


The deftruction of the Ammonites. 


Before ys I have fetthe point of the {word againft all their 
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ST gates, that zbsir heart may faint, and ¢eir ruins be 


multiplied : ah! z# is made bright, it is wrapped up 
for the flaughter. 

16 Go thee one way or other, either on the right 
hand, or on the left, whitherfoever thy face is fe. 

17 I will alfo {mite mine hands together, and I will 
caufe my fury to reft: I the Lorn have faid i#. 

18 Y The word of the Lorp came unto me again, 
faying, 

1g Alfo, thou fon of man, appoint thee two ways, 
that the fword of the king of Babylon may come: both 
twain fhall come forth out of one land : and choofe thou 
a place, choofe #¢ at the head of the way to the city. 

20 Appoint a way, that the fword may come to 
Rabbath of the Ammonites, and to Judah in Jerufa- 
Jem the defenced. 

21 For the king of Babylon ftood at the parting of 
the way, at the head of the two ways, to ufe divination: 
he made dis arrows bright, he confulred with images, 
he looked in the liver. 

22 Athis right hand was the divination for Jerufa- 
lem, to appoint captains, to open the mouth in the 
Naughter, ro lift up the voice with fhouting, to appoint 
Battering rams againft the gates, to cafta mount, and 
to build a fort. 

23 And it fhall be unto them as a falfe divination 
in their fight, to rhem that have fworn oaths: but he 
will call to remembrance the iniquity, that they may 
be taken. ' 

24. Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe ye 
have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that 
your tranfgreflions are difcovered, fo that in all your 
doings your fins do appear; becaufe, J fay, that yeare 
come to remembrance, ye fhall be taken with the hand. 

25 §[ And thou, profane wicked prince of Ifrael, 
whofe day is come, when iniquity /ba/l bave an end, 

26 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Remove the diadem, 


and take off the crown: this /bal/ not de the fame:: 


exalt him that is low, and abafe bim that is high. 

27 I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it: and it 
thall be no more, until he come whofe right itis; and 
Twill give it din. : 

28 4 And thou, fon of man, prophefy and fay, Thus 
faith the Lord Gop concerning the Ammonites, and 
concerning their reproach; even fay thou, The fword, 
the fword 7s drawn: for the flaughter it is turbifhed, to 
confume becaufe of the glittering: — 

29 Whiles they fee vanity unto thee, whiles they di- 
vine a lie unto thee, to bring thee upon the necks of 
them that are lain, of the wicked, whofe day Is come, 
when their iniquity /oall bave an end. 

30 Shall I caufe ## to return into his fheath? T will 
judge thee in the place where thou waft created, in the 
Jand of thy nativity. 

31 And I will pour out mine indignation upon thee, 
IT will blow againft thee in the fire of my wrath, and 
deliver thee into rhe hand of brutifh men, and fkilful 
‘to deftroy. : 

32 Thou fhalt be for fuel to the fire; thy blood 
fhajl be in the midft of the land; thou fhalt be no more 
‘remembered: for I the Lorn have fpoken #/. ° 

CHAP. XXII. . 
1 A catalogue of fins in Ferufalem, 17 God will burn them 


may come, and maketh idols againft herfelf to defile 
herfelf. 

4. Thou art become guilty in thy blood that thou 
haft thed; and haft defiled thyfelf in thine idols which 
thou ha ft made; and thou haft caufed thy days todraw 
near, and art come evex unto thy years : therefore have 
I made thee a reproach unto the heathen, and a mock- 
ing to all countries. 

5 Thofe that be near, and thofe that be far from thee, 
fhall mock thee, which art infamous and much vexed. 

6 Behold, the princes of Ifracl, every one were in 
thee to their power to fhed blood. 

7 In thee have they fer light by father and mother : 
in the midft of thee have they dealtby oppreffion with 
the ftranger: in thee have they vexed the fatherlefs and 
the widow. 

8 Thou haft defpifed mine holy things, and haft 
profaned my fabbaths. 

g Inchce are men that carry tales to fhed blood: 
and in thee they eat upon rhe mountains: in the midit 
of thee they commit lewdnefs. . 

10 In thee have they difcovered their fathers’ naked- 
nefs: in thee have they humbled her that was fet apart 
for pollution. 

11 Aid one hath committed abomination with his 
neighbour's wife ; and another hath lewdly defiled his 
daughter in Jaw; and another in thee hath humbled 
his fitter, his father’s daughter. 

12 In thee have they taken gifts to fhed blood ; thou 
haft taken ufury and increafe, and thou haft greedily 
gained of thy neighbours by extortion, and haft for- 
gotten me, faith the Lord Gop. 

13 Behold, therefore I have {mitten mine hand at 
thy dithoneft gain which thou haft made, and at thy 
blood which hath been in the midft of thee. 

14 Can thine heart endure, or can thine hands be 
ftrong, in the days that I fhall deal with thee? I the 
Lorp have fpoken //, and-will do i¢. a 

15 And 1 will fcatter theeamong the heathen, and 
difperfe thee in the countries, and will confume thy fil~ 
thinefs out of thee. 

36 And thou fhale take thine inheritance in thyfelf 
in the fight of the heathen, and thou fhalt know that 
Iam the Lorp. 

17 Y And the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, : 

18 Son of man, the houfe of Ifrael is to me become 
drofs: all they are brafs, and tin, and iron, and lead, 
in the midft of the furnace; they are even the drofs of 
filver. 

19 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop ; Becaufe ye 
are all become drofs, behold, therefore I will gather 
you into the midft of Jerufalem. 

20 As they gather filver, and brafs, and iron, and lead, 
and tin, intothe midft of che furnace, to blow the fire 
upon it, to melr #: fo will I gather you in mine anger 
and inmy fury, and I will leave you there, and melt you. 

2t Yea, ! will gather you, ahd blow upon you in 
the fire of my wrath, and ye fhall be melted in the 
midft thereof. 

22 As filver is melted in the midft of the furnace, 
fo fhall ye be melted in the midft thereof; and ye fhad] 
know that I the Loro‘have poured out my fury upon 


as drofs. 23 Tbe general corruption. 
OREOVER the word of thé Lorp came unto you. 
me, faying, 23 §f And the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, 


2 Now, thou fon of man, wilt thou judge, wilt thou 
judge the bloody city? yea, thou fhalt fhew her all her 


abominations. 


re 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XXI. XXII. 

“MK. 21, 22 To ufe divination: he made bis arrows bright, &c.] 
This method of divination was as follows: The arrows were three 
in number, and without feathers ; upon one was written, Command 
me; Lord; onthe fecond, Forbid it, Lord ; and the third was blank. 
Thefe arcows the diviner put into a bag, and when any perfon ap- 


cia 


24. Son of man, fay unto her, Thou arf the land that 


is not cleanfed, nor rained upon ina day of indignation. 
25 Ther 

— ; i 
plied to know any future event, he pulled out one, which if it contain~ 
ed the command, he fet about ir immediatelv ; if it contained the pro 
hibition, he defifted ; if it was the blank, he drew again. This was 
called; by St. Jerom, belomancy and rabdomancy, 

XXIL 4. Thou baft caufed thy days to draw near, &c.| Thou haft 
filled up the meafure of thine iniquities, and brotight the thes of ven- 


eance upon thy head. 
5 3 28 Her 


Ipractm se Troa t ox 
The whoredoms 


Before 269 There is aconfpiracy of her prophets in the midft 


EZEKIEL. of Aholah and “Afolibah. 


12 She doted upon the Affyrians er neighbours, Before 
captains and rulers clothed molt zorgeoafly, horfemen S#RST 


CHRIST thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the prey; they 
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' The whoredoms of Abolah and Abolibab. 


have devoured fouls; they have taken the treafure and 

precious things; they have made her many widows 

in the midit theicof. ; 

26 Her prielts have violated my law, and have pro- 
faned mine holy things: they have put no difference 
between the holy and profane, neither have they 
fhewed difference between the unclean and the clean, 
and have hid cheir eyes from my fabbaths, and lam 
profaned among them. 

27 Her princes in the midit thereof are like wolves 
ravening the prey, to fhed blood, and to deftroy fouls, 
to get difhoneft gain. 

28 And her prophets have daubed them with un- 
tempered morter, feeing vanity, and divining lies unto 
them, faying, Thus faith the Lord Gop, when the 
Lorp hath not fpoken. 

29 The people of the Jand have ufed oppreffion, and 
exercifed robbery, and have vexed the poor and needy : 
yea, they have opprefled the ftranger wrongfully. 

30 And I fought for a man among them, that 
fhould make up the hedge, and ftand in the gap be- 
fore me for the land, that I fhould not deftroy it : but 
I found none. 

gt Therefore have I poured out mine indignation 
upon them; I have confumed them with the fire of 
my wrath: their own way have I recompenfed upon 
their heads, faith the Lord Gop. 

CHAP. XXII. 

22 Abolibab 
Soall be punifbed by her own lovers. 36 Their adulte- 
teries reproved, 45 and their judgments declared. 

“HE word of the Lorp came again unto me, 

faying, 

2 Son of man, there were two women, the daugh- 
ters of oxe mother: 

3 And they committed whoredoms in Egypt; they 
committed whoredoms in their youth : there were their 
breafts preffed, and. there they bruifed the teats of 
their virginity. — 

- 4 And the names of them were Aholah the elder, 

and.Aholibah her fifter : and they were mine, and they 
bare fons and daughters. Thus were their names; Sa- 
maria is Aholah, and Jerufalem Aholibah. 

5 And Aholah played the harlot when fhe was 
mine ; and fhe doted on her lovers, on the Affyrians 

. ber neighbours, 

6 Which were clothed with blue, captains and ru- 
lers, all of them defirable young men, horfemen rid- 
ing upon horfes. . 

7 Thus fhe committed her whoredoms with them, 
with all them tha! were the chofen men of Affyria, and 
with all on whom fhe doted: with all their idols fhe 
defiled herfelf. . 

8 Neither left fhe her whoredoms brought from 
Egypt: for in ber youth they lay with her, and they 
bruifed the breafts of her virginity, and poured their 
whoredom upon her. 

9 Wherefore J have delivered her into the hand of 
her lovers into the hand of the Affyrians, upon whom 
fhe doted. 

to Thefe difcovered her nakednefs: they took her 
fons and her daughters, and flew her with the {word : 
and fhe became famous among women ; for they had 
executed judgment upon her. 

11 And when her fifter Aholibah faw ibis, fhe was 
more corrupt in her inordinate love than fhe, and in 
her wheredoms more than her fifter in ber whoredoms. 





283 Her prophets bave. daubed them with untempered morter, Sc.) 
Have endeavoured to conceal the practices of great men, by palliating 
their vices. 


Generat Rerrections on Chap. XXI. XXII. 

It is obfervable from hence, that when the rulers of the church, and 
the civil magiftrates, are without religion and virtue, we can expedt 
nothing Let mifery, and the indignation of God upon, themfelyes, 
and thofe under their authority. 


riding upon horfes, all of them delirable young men. 

13 ‘hen I faw that fhe was defiled, that they took 
both one way, 

14 And /but the increafed her whoredoms: for whén 

fhe faw men pourtrayed upon the wall, the images of 
the Chaldeans pourtrayed with vermillion, 
_ 15 Girded with girdles upon their Joins, exceeding 
in dyed attire upon their heads, all of them princes to 
look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chale. 
dea, the Jand of their nativity: 

16 And as foon as fhe faw them with her eyes, fhe 
doted upon them, and fent meffengers unto them into 
Chaldea. 

17-And the Babylonians came to her into'the bed 
of love, and they defiled her with their whoredom, 
and fhe was polluted with them, and her mind was 
alienated from them. 

18 So the difcovered her whoredoms, and difcover- 
ed her nakednefs: then my mind was alienated from 
her, like as my mind was alienated from her fifter. 

19 Yet fhe multiplied her whoredoms, in calling to 
remembrance the days of her youth, wherein fhe had 
played the harlot in the land of Egypt. , 

zo For fhe doted upon their paramours, whofe fieth 
is as the Meth of alles, and whole iflue és /tke the iffue 
of horfes. i 

21 Thus thon calledft to’ remembrance the lewdnefs 
of thy youth, in bruifing thy ceats by the Egyptians 
for the paps of thy youth. 

22 4 Therefore, O Aholibah, thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Behold, [ will raife up thy lovers againit thee, 
from whom thy mindis alienated, and I will bring theny 
againft thee on every fide; 

. 23 The Babylonians, and all the Chaldeans, Pekod, 
and Shoa, and Koa, azdall the Aflyrians with them: 
ofall of them defirable young men, captains and rulers, 
great lords and renowned, all of them riding upon 
horfes. 

24 And they fhall come againft thee with chariots, 
waggons, and wheels, and with an aflembly of peopie, 
which fhall fet againit thee buckler and fhield and hel- 
metround about: and I will fet judgment before them, ° 
and they fhall judge thee according to their judgments. 

25 And I will fet my jealoufy againft thee, and they 
thall deal furioufly with tnee : they fhall take away thy 
nofe and thine ears; and thy remnant fhall fall by the 
fword: they fhall take thy fons and thy daughters 5 
and thy refidue fhall be devoured by the Gre. 

26 Taney fhall alfo ftrip thee out of thy clothes, and 
take away thy fair jewels. 

27 Thus will I make thy lewdnefs to ceafe from 
thee, and thy whoredom érought from the land of 
Egypt: fo that thou fhalt not lift up thine eyes unto 
them, nor remember Egypt any more. 

28 For thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I will de- 
liver thee into the hand of them whom thou hateft, into 
the hand of them from whom thy mind is alienated: 

29 And they fhall deal with thee hatefully, and fhall 
take away all thy labour, and fhall leave thee naked 
and bare: and the nakednefs of thy whorejoms (hall 
be difcovered, both thy lewdnefs and thy whoredoms. 

30 I will do thefe ¢hzugs untothce, becaufe thou haft 
gonea whoring after che heathen, and becaufe thou art 
polluted with their idols. 

gr Thou haft walked in the way of thy fitter; 
therefore will I give her cup into thine hand. 

32 Thus 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXIII. 

14 She faw men pourtrayed upon the wall, &c.\ This probably 
tas to the paintings and imagery on the walls of the fubterraneous 
miyftic cells of the Egyptians; which places were {tt apart for idola- 
trous purpofes. . o 

22 J will raife up thy lovers againft thee, &c.} I will execiite my 
judgments upon thee, by thofe very Babylonians whofe ailiance and 
idolatries thou haft been fo very fond of. 


z Guiygrau 





The whoredoms of Aholah and Aholibah. CHA P. XXIV. 


Before 


32 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Thon fhalt drink of 


CHRIST thy fifter’s cup deep and large: thou fhalt be laughed 


to {corn and had in derifion ; it containeth much. 

33 Thou fhalt be filled with drunkennefs and for- 
row, with the cup «f aftonifhment and defolation, with 
the cup of tay filter Samaria. 

34 Thou fhalt even drink it and fuck 7¢ out, and 
thou fhelt break the fherds thereof, and pluck off thine 
own breafts: tor I have {poken it, faith the Lord Gon. 

35 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gon; Becaufe thou 
hait forgotten me, and cafl me behind thy back, there- 
fore bear thou alfo thy lewdnefs and thy whoredoms. 

36 § The Lorpb faid moreover unto me; Son of 
man, wilt thou judge Aholah and Aholibah? yea, de- 
clare unto them their abominations ; 

37 That they have committed adultery, and blood 
#s in their hands, and with thei: idols have they com- 
mitred adultery, and have allo caufed their fons, whom 
they bare unto me, to pafs for them through the frre, 


’ to devour them. 


38 Moreover this they have done unto me: they 
have defiled my fan@tuary in the fame day, and have 
profaned my fabbaths. 

39 For when they had fiain their children to their 
idols, then they came the fame day into my fanctuary 
to profane it; and, lo, thus have they done in the 
midft of mine houfe. 

40 And furtherinore, that ye have fénr for men to 
come from far, unio whom a mefflenger was fent; and, 
lo, they came: for whom thou didit wafh thy felf, paint- 
edit thy eyes, and deckedit thyfelf with ornaments, 

41 And fateft upon a ftately bed, and a table pre- 
pared before ic, whereupon thou halt fet mine incenfe 
and mine oil, / 

42 And a voice of a multitude being at eafe was 


with her: and with the men of the common fort were 


590. 


brought Sabeans from the wildernefs, which put brace- 
ete upon their hands, and beautiful crowns upon their 
eads. 

43 Then faid I unto ber that was old in adulteries, 
Will they now commit whoredoms with her, and ihe 
with them ? : 

44 Yet they went in unto her, as they go in unto a 
woman that playeth the harlor: fo went they in unto 
Aholah and unto Aholibah, the lewd women. 

45 {| And the righteous men, they thall judge them 
after the manner of adultereffes, and after the manner 
of women chat fhed blood; becaufe they are adultereffes, 
and blood és in their hands. 

46 For thus faith the Lord Gop; I will bring upa 
company upon them, and will give chem to be removed 
and fpoiled. 

47 And the company fhall ftone them with ftones, 
and difpatch them with their fwords; they fhall flay 
their fons and theirdaughters, and burn up their houfes 
with fire. 

8 Thus will I caufe lewdnefs to ceafe out of the 
land, that all women may be taught not to do after your 
lewdneis. 

49 And they fhall recompenfe your lewdnefs upon 
you, and ye fhall bear the fins of your idols: and ye 
thall know that I am the Lord Gop. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

1 By the parable of a boiling pot is fhewed the deftruclion 
of Ferufalem, the bloody city. 19 Ezekiel fuews the 
calamity of the Fews. 4 

A GAIN in the ninth year, in the tenth month, in 

the tenth day of the month, the word of the 

Lorp came unto me, faying, 

2 Son of man, Write theg the name of the day, evex 





Generar ReFirections on Chap. XXIII. 


As the fear of God is the heft prefervative from fin, guilt, and pu- 
nifhment; fo, on the other hand, nothing can fo much degrade 
human nature, ard render it miferable, as an attachment to vice, 
and a departure in heart. from God and true religion, which con- 
ftitutes the whoredom here fpoken of, : 

No. 54. 


The deftruction of the bloody 


of this fame day: the king of Babylon fet himfelf 
againft Jerufalem this fame day. ‘ 

3 And utter a parable unto the rebellious houfe, and 
fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Set ona 
pot, fet ## on, and alfo pour water into it : 

_4 Gather the picces thereof into it, even every good 
Piece, the thigh, and the fhoulder; fill it with the 
choice bones. 

5 Take the choice of the flock, and burn alfo the 
bones under it. and make it boil well, and let them 
feethe the bones of it therein. 

6 Wherefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Woe to the 
bloody city, to the pot whofe feum js therein, and 
whofe {cum is not gonc out of it! bring it out piece by 
piece; Ict no lot fall upon it. 

7 For her blood is in the midft of her; fhe fet it upon 
the top of a rock; the poured it not upon the ground, 
to cover it with duit; 

8 That it might caufe fury to come up to take ven- 
geance; I have fet her blood upon the top of a rock, 
that it fhould not be covered. 

9 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Woe to the 
bloody city! [I will even make the pile for fire great. 

ro Heapon wood, kindle the fire, confume the fleth, 
and {pice it well, and let the bones be burned. 

tt Then fet it empty upon the coals thereof that 
the brafs of it may be hot, and may burn, and ¢hat the 
filthinefs of ic may be molten in it, slar the fcum of it 
may be confumed. 

12 She hath wearied ber/elf with lies, and her great 
fcum went not forth out of her: her fcum /bal/ be in 
the fire. 

13 In thy filthinefS 7s lewdnefs: becaufe I have 
purged thee, and thou waft not purged, thou {halt not 
be purged from thy filhinefs any more, till I have 
caufed my fury to reft upon thee. 

t4 I the Lorn have fpoken it: it fhall come to 
pafs, and I wii] do i#: I will not go back, ncither will 
I {pare, neither will I repent; according to thy ways, 
and according to thy doings, fhall they judge thee, faith 
the Lord Gop. 

15 FF Alfo the word of the Lorn came unto me, 
faying, 

16 Son of man, behold, I take away from thee the 
defire of thine cyes with a ftroke: yet neither fhalt thou 
mourn nor weep, neither fhall thy tears run down. 

17 Forbear to cry, make no mourning for the dead, 
bind the tire of thine head upon thee, and put on thy 
fhoes upon thy feet, and cover not ¢4y lips, and eat not 
the bread of men. 

18 Sol fpake unto the people in the morning: and 
at even my wife died; and | did in the morning as I 
was commanded. 

19 § And the people faid unto me, Wilt thou not 
tell us what thefe ¢hings are to us, that thou doeft fo? 

20 Then I anfwered them, The word of the Lorp 
came unto me, faying, 

21 Speak unto the houfe of Lrael, Thus faith the 
Lord Gop; Behold, I will profane my fanétuary, the 
excellency of your itrength, the defire of your eyes, 
and that which your foul pitieth; and your fons and 
your daughters whom ye have left fhall fall by the 
fword. 

22 And ye fhall do as I have done: ye fhall not 
cover your lips, nor eat the bread of men. 

23 And your tires /bal/ se upon your heads, and 
your fhoes upon your feet: ye fhall not mourn nor 
weep; but ye fhall pine away for your iniquities, and 
mourn one toward another. 

34 Thus Ezekiel is unto you a fign: according to 

all 





COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 
> 4 Set on a@ pot, &c.]) The “ pot” fignifies Jerufalem; the 
ss Bem and ‘ pieces,” the citizens ; and the “ fire and water,’ the 
calamities they would fuffer when the city was deftroyed. 

23 Ye foall not miurn ner weep, &e.| hele terrible and fudden 
judgments fhall ftrike. you with aftonifhment, and fill you with fuch 
poignant grief, as is too great to be expreffed by words or actions, 

7 GENERAL 


City. 


Before 
CHRIST 
590 


God’ s vengeance upon the Ammonites. EZEKIEL... Lyrus threatened with deftru€tion. 


will ftretch out mine hand upon the Philiftines, 
will cut off the Cherethims, 


and I Before 


Before all that he l yedo: and when this cometh, 
efore all that h hath done fhal yedo and deftroy the remnant CHRIST 


fig ye fhall know that I amthe Lord Gop. - 





25 Y Alfo, thon fon of man, fall it not be in the 
day when I take from them their ftrength, the joy of 
their glory, the defire of their eyes, and that whereupon 
they fet their minds, their fons and their daughters, 

26 That he that efcapeth in that day fhall come unto 
thee, to caufe thee to hear ét with thine ears? : 

27 In that day fhall thy mouth be opened to him 
which is efcaped, and thou fhalt fpeak, and be no more 
dumb: and thou fhalt bea fign unto them; and they 
fhall know that I am the Lorp. 

; CHAP. XXV. 

1 God’s vengeance upon the Ammonites, 8 upon Moab and 
Seir, 12 upon Edom, 15 and upon the Philiftines, for 
their declared malevolence to the Fews. 

HE word of the Lorp came again unto me, 
faying, ’ 

2 Son of man, fet thy face againft the Ammonites, 
and prophefy againft them ; 

3 And fay unto the Ammonites, Hear the word of 
the Lord Gop; Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe 
thou faidft, Aha, againft my fanétuary, when it was 
profaned ; and again(t the land of Ifrael, when it was 
defolate; and againft the houfe of Judah, when they 
went into captivity ; 

4 Behold, therefore I will deliver thee to the men of 
the eaft for a poffeffion, and they fhall fet their palaces 
in thee, and make their dwellings in thee: they fhall eat 
thy fruit, and they fhall drink thy milk. 

5 And I will make Rabbah a ftable for camels, and 
the Ammonites a couchingplace for flocks: and ye 
fhall know that I am the Lorn. : 

6 For thus faith the Lord Gop ; Becaufe thou haft 
clapped thine hands, and ftamped with the feet, and re- 
anes in heart with all tuy defpite againft the land of 

frael ; 

7 Behold, therefore I will flretch out mine hand 
upon thee, and will deliver thee for a fpoil to the hea- 
then; and I will cut thee off from the people, and I will 
caufe thee to perifh out of the countries: | will deftroy 
thee; and thon fhalt know that I am the Lorn. 

8 9 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe that Moab 
and Seir do fay, Behold, the houfe of Judah is like unto 
all the heathen ; 

g Therefore, behold, I will open the fide of Moab 
from the cities, from his cities which are on his fron- 
tiers, the glory of the country, Beth-jefhimoth, Baal- 
meon, and Kiriathaim, 

yo Unto the men of the eaft with the Ammonites, 
and will give them in poffeffion, that the Ammonites 
may not be remembered] among the nations. 

11 And I willexecutejudgments upon Moab; and 
they fhall know that | am the Lorn. 

r2 Z Thus faith the Lord Gop ; Becaufe that Edom 
hath dealt againft the houfe of Judah by taking ven- 
geance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged him- 
felf upon them ; 

13 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; I will alfo 
ftretch out mine hand upon Edom, and will cut off 
man and beaft from it ; and I will make it defolate from 
Teman; and they of Dedan thall fall by the fword. 

14 And I will lay my vengeance upgn Edom by the 
hand of my people Ifrael: and they fhall doin Edom 
according to mine anger and according to my fury; and 


they fhalt know my vengeance, faith the Lord Gop. 


154 Thus faith the Lord Gon; Becaufe the Phi- 
liftines have dealt by revenge, and have taken vengeance 
with a defpiteful heart, to deftroy it for the old hatred; 

16 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I 


ee 
Generaun REFLECTIONS on Chap. XXIV. 

The feverity of God's judgments, here defcribed, fhould afe@ us with 

awe, and excite us to call wpon him for his grace to protect us from 


thofe fins, which bring down fuch heavy punifhments on impeni- 
tent and obftinate finners, ; 





of the fea coafts. 

17 And I will execute great vengeance upon them 
with furious rebukes; and they fhall know that I am 
the Lor», when I hall lay my vengeance upon them. 

CHAP. XXVI. 
1 Tyrus threatened. 7 Nebuchadrezzar’s power againft 
ber. 15 The mourning for ber fall. 

N D it came to pafs in the eleventh year, in the 
A firft day of the month, that the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, faving, 

2 Son of man, becaufe that Tyrus hath faid againit 
Jerufalem, Aha, the is broken that eas the gates of the 
people: fhe is turned unto me: I fhall be replenifhed, 
now fhe is laid wafte: 

3 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, Iam 
againfi thee, O Tyrus, and will caufe many nations to 
come up againft thce, as the fea caufeth his waves to 
come up. 

4 And they fhall deftroy the walls of Tyrus, and 
break down her towers: 1 will alfo fcrape her duft from 
her, and. make her like the top of a rock. 

5 It fhall be @ place for the fpreading of nets in the 
midit of the fea: for I Lave fpoken 7, faith the Lord 
Gop: and it fhall become a fpoil to the nations. 

6 And her daughters which are in the field fhall be 
flain by the fword; and they fhall know that I am the 
Lorp. 

74 For thus faith the Lord Gon; Behold, I will 
bring upon Tyrus Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon, 
a king of kings, from the north, with horfes, and with 
chariots, and with horfemen, and companies, and much 
people. 

8 He fhall flay with the {word thy daughters in the 
field: and he fhall make a fort againft thee, and caft a 
mount againft thee, and lift upthe buckler againft thee. 

9 And he fhall fer engines of war againft thy walls, 
and wich his axes he fhall break down thy towers. 

10 By reafon of the abundance of his horfes their 
duft fhall cover thee: thy walls fhall fhake at the noife 
of the horfemen, and of the wheels, and of the chariots, 
when he fhall enter into thy gates, as men enter into a 
city wherein is made a breach. 

1x With the hoofs of his horfes fhall be tread down 
all thy ftreets: he fhall flay thy people by the fword, 
and thy ftrong garrifons thall go down to the ground. 

12 And they fhall make a {poil of thy riches, and 
make a prey of thy merchandife: and they fhall break 
down thy walls, and deftroy thy pleafant houfes: and 
they fhall lay thy ftones and thy timber and thy duftin 
the midft of the water. ; 

13 And I will caufe the noife of thy fongs to ceafe; 
and the found of thy harps fhall be no more heard. 

14 And J will make thee like the top of a rock : 


thou fhalt be a place to fpread nets upon; thou fhalt 


be built no more: for I the Lorp have fpoken 7, faith 
the Lord Gop. 

154 Thus faith the Lord Gop to Tyrus; Shall nat 
theifles fhakeat the found of thy fall, when the wounded 
cry, when the faughter is made in the midft of thee? 

16 Then all the princes of the fea fhall come down 
from their thrones, and lay away their robes, and put 
off their broidered garments: they {hall clothe them- 
felves with trembling ; they fhall fit upon the ground, 
and fhall tremble at every moment, and be aftonithed 
at thee. 

17 And they fhall take up a lamentation for thee, 
and fay to thee, How art thou deftroyed, that waft in- 
habited of feafaring men, the renowned city, se 

wa 


rene 
COMMENTARY anp NOTES on Chap. XXV. XXVI- 
RXV. 15 Becaufe the Philiftines, &c.] Thefe people (as well as 
the Moabites, Ammonites, and Edomites) mocked the Jews, when 
they found their government on the decline; but here the prophet 
puts them in mind, that they would be included in the general cala- 
mity; and now there is not {uch a people exifting. eavi 
I ’ 


588, 


“CHAP. XXVIL XXVIIL 


17 Judah, and the land of Ifrael, they were thy mer-_ Before 
chants: they traded in thy market wheat of Minnith, CHRIST 


A lamentation for Tyrus. Her extenfive commerce. 





“Before waft ftrong in the fea, fhe and her inhabitants, which 


CHRIST oaufe their terror fo de on all chat haunt it! e 
5 


58 


18 Now thall the ifles tremble in the day of thy fall; 
yea, the ifles that are in the {ea fhall be troubled at thy 
departure. 

1g For thus faith the Lord Gon; When I fhall 
make thee a defolate city, like the citics that are not in- 
Habited; when I fhall bring up the deep upon thee, 
and great waters fhall cover thec ; 

zo When I hall bring thee down with them that 
defcend into the pit, with the people of old time, and 
fhall fer thee in the low parts of the earth, in places de- 
folate of old, with them that go down to the pit, that 
thou be not inhabited ; and IJ fhall fet glory in the land 
of the living; 

21 I will make thee a terror, and thou /bz/t de no 
more: though thou be fought for, yet fhalc thou never 
be found again, faith the Lord Gop. 


CHAP. XXVIT 
1 The riches and large commerce of Tyrus. 26 Her great 
aud irrecoverable fall. 


HE word of the Lorp came again unto me, 


and pannig, and honcy, and oil, and balm. 

18 Damafcus cas thy merchant in the multitude of 
the wares of thy making, for the multitude ofall riches ; 
in the wine of Helbon, and white wool. , 

1g Danalfo and Javan going to and fro occupied in 
thy fairs: bright iron, caffia, and calamus, weté in thy 
marker. 

20 Dedan was thy merchant in precious clothes for 
chariots. : 

21 Arabia, and all the princes of Kedar, they occu- 
pied with thee in lambs, and rams, and goats: in thefe 
were they thy merchants, j 

22 The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were 
thy merchants: they occupied.in thy fairs with chief 
of all fpices, and with all precious ftones, and gold. 

23 Haran, and Canneh, and Eden, the merchants 
of Sheba, Asfhur, avd Chilmad, were thy merchants. 

24. Thefe wre thy merchants in all forts of things, 
in blue clothes, and broidered work, and in chefts cf 
rich apparel, bound with cords, and made of cedar, 
among thy merchandife. 


faying, eS a : Spi . : 
2 Now, thou fon of man, take up a lamentation for gueper eee Scene eda 
Tyrus 5 glorious in the mid of the feas. ; 


3 And fay unto Tyrus, O thou that art fituate at 
theentry of the fea, which arta merchant of the people 
for many ifles, Thus faith the Lord Gop; O Tryus, 
thou halt faid, I aa of perfect beauty. 

4. Thy borders arein the midft of the f{eas, thy builders 
have perfected thy beauty. 

s They have made all thy /O/p boards of fir trees of 
Senir: they have raken cedars from Lebanon to make 
mafts for thec. 

6 Of the oaks‘of Bafhan have they made thine oars ; 
the company of the Afhurites have made thy benches 
of ivory, brought out of the ifles of Chitrim. 

7 Fine linen with broidered work from Egypt was 
that which thou fpreadcft forth to be thy fail; blue 
and purple from the ifles of Elifhah was that which 
covered thec. . 

8. The inhabitanrs of Zidon and Arvad were thy 
mariners: thy wife mes, O Tyrus, ‘bat were in thee, 
were thy pilots. 

9 ‘Ehe ancients of Gebal and the wife men thereof 
were in thee thy calkers: all the fhips of the fea with 
their mariners were in thee to occupy thy merchandife. 

10 They of Perfia and of Lud and of Phut were in 


thine army, thy men of war: they hanged the fhield © 


and helmet in thee; they fer forth thy comelinefs. 

11 The men of Arvad with thine army were upon thy 
walls round about, and the Gammadims were in thy 
towers: they hanged their fhields upon thy walls round 


. about; they have made thy beauty perfect. 


12 Tarfhifh was thy merchant by reafon of the mul— 
titude of all kind of riches; with filver, iron, tin, and 
lead, they traded in thy, fairs. 

13 Javan, Tubal, and Methech, they were thy mer— 
chants: they traded the perfons of men and vefiels of 
brafs in thy marker. 

14. They of the houfe of Togarmah traded in thy 
fairs with horfes and horfemen and mules. 

15 The men of Dedan were thy merchants; many 
ifles were the merchandife of thine hand: they brought 
thee for a prefent horns of ivory and ebony. . 

16 Syria was thy merchant by reafon of the multi- 
tude of the wares of thy making : they occupied in thy 
fairs with emeralds, purple, and broidered work, and 
fine linen, and coral, and agate. 


TL 

XXVI. 21 Thou fhalt be no mors, &c.] This once famous city, 
after having been fucceffively taken by Alexander, the Ptolemies, the 
Seleucid, the Romans, the Saracens, the Chriftians, the Mamalucks 
of Egypt, and the Turks; is now become a heap of ruins, vifited 
only by a few fifhermen. 


Generac Rerrections on Chap. &XV. XXVI. 


It is a great fin to rejoice at the miferies of others, and to be cruel to 
shofe who are in atiliGtion. God will furely punifh all fuch, while 


26 Y Thy rowers have brought thee into great wa- 
ters: the eaft wind hath broken thee in the midft of 
the feas. 

27 Thy riches, and thy fairs, thy merchandife, thy 
mariners, and thy pilots, thy calkers, and the occupiers 
of thy merchandife, and all thy men of war, that are 
in thee, and in all thy company which és in the midft 
of thee, fhali fall into the midft of the fcas in the day 
of thy ruin. 

28 The fuburbs fhall fhake at the found of the cry 
of thy pilots. 

2g And all that handle the oar, the mariners, and 
all.the pilots of the fea, fhall come down from their 
fhips, they fhall fland upon the land ; 

go And thal! caufe their voice to be heard againft 
thee, and fhall cry bitterly, and fhall caft up duft upon 
their heads, they fhall wallow themfelves in the afhes : 

31 And they fhall make themfelves utterly bald for 
thee, and gird them with fackcloth, and they fhall weep 
for thee with birternefs of heart and bitter wailing. 

g2 And in their wailing they fhall take up a lamens 
tation for thee, and lament over thee, /zying, What 
city is like Tyrus, like the deftroyed in the midft of 
the fea? 

33 When thy wares went forth out of the feas, thou 
filledft many people; thou didft enrich the kings of the 
earth with the multitude of thy riches and of thy mer- 
chandife. 

34 In the time when thou fhalt be broken by the 
feas in the depths of the waters thy merchandife and 
all thy company in the midft of thee fhall fall. 

35 All the inhabitants of the ifles fhall be aftonifhed 
at thee, and their kings fhall be tore afraid, they fhall 
be troubled in ‘heir countenance. : 

36 The merchants among the people fhall hifs at 
thee; thou fhalt be a terror,and never /aalt be any more. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 

1 God’s judgment upon ibe prince of Tyrus for his impious 
pride. 1% A lamentation of bim. 

HE word of the Lorp came again unto me, 

faying, ake 
- 2 Son of man, fay unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus 
faith 





he bleffes thofe who are affected with the fufferings of others, and 
that comfort them in their diftrefs. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow Chap, XXVII. XXVIII. 

XXVEI. 7 Iles of Elifoab, &c.] Countries on the coaft of 
Greece. 

10 Ludand Phut, &c.J Lydia and Lybia, in Africa. 

13 Javan, &c.] Ionia, or Greece. : 

25 Ships of Tarfbifo, &c.] A general expreffion for any trading 
or merchant-fhips. rates 

XXVIII. 


God's judgments on the prince of Tyrus. EZEKIEL. The judgment of Pharaoh, 


23 For I will fend into her peftilence, and blood Before 


Before faith the Lord Gop ; Becaufe thine heart is lifted up, 
into her ftreets ; and the wounded fhall be judged inCHRIsT 


oes and thou haft faid, 1 ama god, I fit zz the feat of God, 





in the midft of the feas ; yet thou arf a man, and not the midft of her by the {word upon her on every fide ; abe: 
God, though thou fet thine heart as the heart of God: and they fhall know that I am the Lorp. 
3 Behold, thou art wifer than Daniel; there is no 24 4 And there fhall be no more a pricking brier 
fecret that they can hide from thee : unto the houfe-of Ifrael, nor azy grieving thorn of ail 
4 With thy wifdom and with thine underftanding | /hat are round about them; that defpifed them; and - 
thou haft gotten thee riches, and haft gotten gold and they fhall know that I am the Lord Gop. 
filver into thy treafures : 25 Thus faith the Lord Gov; When I fhall have 
5 By thy great wifdom and by thy traffick haft thou gathered the houfe of Ifracl from the people among 
increafed thy riches, and thine heart is lifted up becaufe whom they are fcattered, and fhall be fanctified in them 
of thy riches : in the fight of the heathen, then fhall they dwell in 
6 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe thou their land that I have given to my fervant Jacob. 
haft fet thine hcart as the heart of God; 26 And they fhall dwell fafely therein, and fhall 
7 Behold, therefore I will bring ftrangers upon thee, build houfes, and plant vineyards ; yea, they fhall dwell 
the terrible of the nations : and they fhall draw their with confidence, when I haveexecuted judgments upon 
{words againtft the beauty of thy wifdom, and they fhall all thofe that defpife rhem round about them; and 
defile thy brightnefs, they fhall know that lam the Lorn their God. 
8 They fhall bring thee down to the pir, and thou {f CHAP. XXIX. 
fhall die the deaths of shem that are lain in the midft { Lhe judgment upon Pharach. % The defolation of Faypt, 
of the feas. and refloration of ut after farly years. 
9 Wilt thou yet fay before him that flayeth thee, J N the tenth year, in the tenth mouth, in the twelfth 589, 


Lam God ; but thou faalt be a man, and no God, in 
the hand of him that flayeth thee. 

10 Thou fhalt die the deaths of the uncircumcifed 
by the hand of ftrangers : for I have fpoken is, faith 
the Lord Gop. 

¥a_ Y Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, 

12 Son of man, take up a lamentation upon the 
king of Tyrus, and fay unto him, Thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Thou fealeft up the fum, full of wifdom, and 
perfect in beauty. 

13 Thou haft been in Eden the garden of God; 
every precious {tone was thy covering, the fardius, to- 

az, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the 
Jafper, the fapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, 
and gold: the workmanfhip of thy tabrets and of thy 
Pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou watt 
created. 

14 Thou arf the anointed cherub that covereth ; 
and I have fet thee : thou waft upon the holy moun- 
tain of God ; thou haft walked up and down in the 
midit of the ftones of fire. 

15 Thou wa/ perfec in thy ways from the day that 
thou waft created, till iniquity was found in thee. 

16 By the multitude of thy merchandife they have 
filled the midft of thee with violence, and thou haft 
finned: therefore I will caft thee as profane out of the 
mountain of God: and I will deftroy thee, O cover- 
ing cherub, from the midft of the ftones of fire. 

17 Thine heart was lifted up becaufe of thy beauty, 
thou haft corrupted thy wifdom by reafon of thy bright. 
nefs: I will caft thee to the ground, I will lay thee 
before kings that they may behold thee. 

18 Thou haft defiled thy fanctuaries by the multi- 
tude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; 
therefore will I bring fortha firefrom the midft of thee, 
it fhall devour thee, and I will bring thee to afhes upon 
the earth in the fight of all them that behold thee, 

19 All they that know thee among the people fhall 
be aftonifhed at thee: rhou fhalt bea terror, and never 
Jealt thou ée any more. 

20 @ Again the word of the Lorp came unto me, 





day of the month, the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, eet 

2 Son of man, fet thy face againft Pharaoh king of 
Egypt,and prophefy againft him, and aga:ntt all Egypt: 

3 Speak, and fay, Uhus faith the Lord Goo; Be- 
hold, Iam againft thee, Pharaoh king of Egypt, the 
great dragon that lieth in the midft of his rivers, which 
hath fuid, My river is mine own, and I have made it 
for myitelf. 

4 But I will put hooks in thy jaws, and I willcaufe 
the fith of thy rivers to ftick unto thy feales, and I will 
bring thee up out of the midft of thy rivers, and all 
the fith of thy rivers to ftick unto thy feales. 

5 And I willleave thee ¢hrown into the wildernefs, 
thee and all the fith of thy rivers: thou fhalr fall upon 
the open fields ; thou fhale not be brought together, 
nor gathered: I have given thee for meat to the bealts 
of the field and to the fowls of the heaven. 

6 And all the inhabitants of Egypt thall know that 
Tam the Lorn, becaufe they have been a ftat¥ of reed 
to the houfé of Ifrael. 

7_ When they took hold of thee by thy hand, thou 
didft break, and rend all their fhoulder : and when they 
leaned upon thee, thou brakeft, and madett all their 
loins to be at a ftand. 

8 q Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I 
will bring a fword upon thee, and cut off man and 
beaft out of thee. 

g And the land of Egypt fhall be defolate and wafte ; 
and they fhall know that I amthe Loro: becaufe he 
hath faid, The river 7s mine, and 1 have made is. 

10 Behold, therefore I am againft thee, and againft 
thy rivers, and I will make the land of Egypt utterly 
watte and defolate, from the tower of Syene even unto 
the border of Ethiopia. 

1t No foot of man fhall pafs through ir, nor foot of 
beaft fhall pafs through ic, neither fhall it be inhabited 
forty years. 

12 And I will make the land of Egypt defolate in 
the midft of the countries that are defolate, and her 
cities among the cities ¢kat are laid wafte fhall be de- 
folate forty years: and I will fcatter ‘the Egyptians 


faying, among the nations, and will difperfe them through 
21 Son of man, fet thy face againft Zidon, and pro- the countries, : 
phefy againft ir, 13 Yet thus faith the Lord Gop; At the end of 


22 And fay, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I 
am againft thee, O Zidon; and I will be glorified in 
the midft of thee : and they fhall know that I am the 
Lorp, when I fhall have executed judgments in her, 
and fhall be fanctified in her. 


XXVIIL. 10 Thou fhalt die the deaths of the uncircumeifed, & 
That es of unbelievers and enemies to God. a e] 

24 There fall be no more a, pricking brier in the boufe of Irael, &c. 
This promife relates as well to the general reftoration of the Ten 
to the times of the Meffiah, when his church fhould dwell quietly and 
fecurely under the divine prote@ion. 


4 


forty years will I gather the Egyptians from the people 

whither they were fcattered : 
14 And I will bring again the captivity of Egypr, 
and will caufe them to return into the land of Pathros, 
into 


A NT ETE 


Generar Rerurcrions on Chap. XXVII. XXVIII. 
By the pride and luxury of Tyre, we find that thofe who increafe in 
riches, often prove difobedient to God; that there is no certainty of 
happinefs from temporal enjoyments ; and that nothing is more vain 
and arrogant than to truft in ourfelves, without refting on the arm 
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The defolation of Exypt, 


. Beiore into the land of their habitation ; and they fhall be 
CHRIT there a bafe kingdom. 


572. 


14 It fhall be the bafeit of the kingdoms; ncither 
fhalbit exalt itfelf any more above the nations: for I 
will diminifh them, that they fhall no more rule over 
the nations. 

16 And it fhall be no more the confidence of the 
houfe of Ifracl, which bringeth their iniquity to re- 
membrance, when they fhall look after them : but they 
fhall know that I am the Lord Gon. 

17 Y And it came to pafs in the feven and twentieth 
year, in the firft month, in the firft day of the month, 
the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, . 

18 Son of man, Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon 
caufed his army co ferve a great fervice againft Tyrus: 
every head was made bald, and every fhoulder was 
peeled : yet had he no wages, nor his army, for Tyrus, 
tor the fervice that he had ferved againit ic: 

19 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gov; Behold, I 
will give the land of Egypt unto Nebuchadrezzar king 
of Babylon; and he fhall take her multitude, and take 
her fpoil, and take her prey; and it fhall be the wages 
for his army. 

20 [have given him the land of Egypt for his labour 
wherewith he ferved againft it, becaufe they wrought 
for me, faith the Lord Goo. 

er 4 In that day will I caufe the horn of the houfe 
of Ifrael to bud forth, and I will give thee the opening 
of the mouth in the midft of them; and they fhall 


_ know that I am the Lorp. 


CHAP. XXX. 
1 The defolation of Egypt and her helpers. 20 The armof 
Babylon foall be frengtoened to break the arm of Egypt. 
r EXE word of the Lorp came again unto me, fay~ 
ing, : 

2 Son of man, prophefy and fay, Thus faith the 
Lord Gop; Howl ye, Woc worth the day! 

3 For the day zs near, even the day of the Lorp is 
near, acloudy day; it fall be the time of the heathen. 

4 And the {word fhall come upon Egypt, and great 
pain fhall be in Ethiopia, when the flain fhall fall in 
Egypt, and they fhall take away her multitude, and 
her toundations fhall be broken down. 

5 Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, and all the min- 
gled people, and Chub, and the men of the land that is 
in Icague, fhall fall with them by the fword. 

6 Thus faith the Lorp; They alfo that uphold 
Egypt fhall fall; and the pride of her power fhall 
come down: from the tower of Syene fhall they fallin 
ic by the fword, faith the Lord Gop. 

7 And they fhall be defolate in the midft of the coun- 
tries that are defolate, and her cities fhall be in the midit 
of the cities Hat are waited. 

§ And they fhall know that I amthe Lorp, when I 
have feta fire in Egypt, and when all her helgers fhall 
be defiroyed. ? 

9 in that day thal! meffengers go forth from me in 
fhips to make the carelefs Ethiopians afraid, and great 
pain fhall come upon them, as in the day of Egypt: for, 
lo, it cometh. : 

10 Thus faith the Lord Gop; I will alfo make the 
multitude of Egypt to ceafe by the hand of Nebuchad- 
rezzar king of Babylon. 

11 He and his people with him, the terrible of the 
nations, fhall be brought to deftroy the land: and they 
fhall draw their {words againft Egypt, and fill the Jand 
with the flain. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES ox CHAP, XXIX. XXX. 

ANIN. 1g Lt foati be the bape? of the kingdoms, &c.] Egypt was firft 
fuijeet co the Chaldeans; next, to the Macedonians, after them to the 
Romans; then to the Saracens, and afterwards to the Turks; in 
i250 a fet of flaves, called Mamalucs, conquered it; from whom it 
was taken jn 1517, annexed to the Crtoman cmpire, and has been 
ever fince goverred by bafhzs from Conftantinopie. It is now above 
two thoufand years fince this prophecy was delivered, and Egypt 
ftill continues to be a nation of flaves. 

MXN. 13 Ags), &c-] A teat of the Egyptian kings, and a place 
Where their fepulchres were made, ‘Phat part of the prophecy con- 
(Os S40 











CHAP. X 








X. XXXI. 





and her helpers. 


- 12 And I will make the rivers dry, and fell the lan! Pt 
into the hand of the wicked: and I will make the lea 
72. 


wafle, and all that is therein, by the hand of flrangers: 
I che Lorp have fpoken i. 

13 Vhus faith the Lord Gop; I will alfe deflroy 
the idols, and I will caufe sherry images to ceafe out of 
Noph ; and there fhall be no more a prince of the 


land of Eaypt: and J will put a fear in the land of | 


Egypt. 

14 And I will make Pathros defolate, and will fer 
fire in Zoan, and will execute judgments in No. 

15 And I will pour out my fury upon Sin, the 
ftrength of Egypt; and I will cut off the multitude 
of No. . 

16 And I will fet fire in Egypt: Sin fhall have grear 
pain, ancl No fhall be rent afunder, and Noph foal bave 
diftreffes daily. 

17 The young men of Avan and of Pi-befeth, fhall 
fall by the {word: and thefecities fhall gointo captivity. 

18 At Tehaphnehes alfo the day fhall be darkened, 
when I thall break: there rhe yokes of Egypt: and the 
pomp of her ftreneth fhall ceafe in her: as for her, a 
cloud fhall cover her, and her daughters fhall go into 
captivity. 

tg Thus will I execute judgments in Egypt: and 
they fall know that I aw the Lorp. 

20 G And it came to pais in the eleventh year, in 
the firlt month, in the feventh day of the month, that 
the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 

'_21 Son of man, I have broken the arm of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt; and, lo, it fhall not be bound up to be 
healed, to puta roller to bind it, to make it ftrong to 
hold the fword. 

22 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I 
am againft Pharaoh king of Egypt, and will break his 
arms, the ftrong, and that which was broken; and I 
will caufe the fword to fall out of his hand. 

_ 23 And I will fcatter the Egyptians among the na- 
tions, andi will difperfe them through the countries. 

24 And I will flrengthen the arms of the king of 
Babylon, and put my fword in his hand: but 1 will 
break Pharaoh’s arms, and he fhall groan before him 
with the groanings of a deadly wounded man. 

25 But I will firengthen the arms of the king of Ba- 
bylon, and the arms of Pharaol: fhall fall down; and 
they fhall know that I am the Lorp, when I fhall put 
my fword into the hand of the king of Babylon, 
and he fhall ftretch it our upon the land of Egypt. 

26 And I will fcatter the Egyptians among the na~ 
tions, and difperfe them among the countries; and they 
fhall know that Iam the Lorv. 

CHAP. XXXI. 
1 A recital to Pharaoh of the Alfyrian’s greatnefs and of 
his fall for pride. 18 The like deftruction to Egypt. 

A ND it came to pafs in the eleventh year, in the 

third month, in the firft day of the month, that 
the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 

2 Son of man, {peak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
and to his multitude; Whom art thou like in thy 
greatnefs? 

Behold, the Affyrian was a cedar in Lebanon with 
fair branches, and with a fhadowing fhroud, and of an 
high ftature ; and his top was among the thick boughs. 

4 The waters made him great, the deep fet him up 
on high with her rivers running round about his plants, 


andfent outher little rivers untoall rhe trees of the field. 
5 There- 





me 


tained at ‘the end of the verfe, has been literally fulfilled, namely, 
that they fhould never have a native prince to reign over them. 
Generac Rerierctrions on Chap. XXIX. AXX. 

Thefe chapters thew, that the Almighty, by his uncrring Spirit, 
diétated to the prophets of old, all thofe wonderful cvents which 
have taken place cxadily in the time predi@ted ; which demon- 
firates, that there is a particular providence that governs and fu~ 
perinterds all human affairs, fo that to deny the interpofition of 
the Divine Being refpecting this werld, is equally abfurd and im- 
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- 


Recital of the Affyrians greatnefs and fall. EZEKIEL. 


5 Therefore his height was exalted above all the 
trees of the field, and his boughs were multiplied, and 
his branches became long becaufe of the multitude of 
waters. when he fhot forth. 

6 All the fowls of heaven made their nefts in his 
boughs, and under his branches did all the bea(ts of 
the field bring forth their young, and under his fhadow 
dwelt all great nations. 

7 Thus was he fair in his greatnefs, in the length of 
his branches: for his root was by great waters. 

8 The cedars in the garden of God could not hide 
him: the fir trees were not like his boughs, and the 
chefnut trees were not like his branches 3 nor any tree 
in the garden of God was like unto him in his beauty. 

9 I have made him fair by the multitude of his 
branches; fo that all the trees of Eden, that were in 
the garden of God, envied him. 

1o Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe 
thou haft lifted up thyfelf in height, and he hath fhot 
up his top among the thick boughs, and his heart 
is lifted up in his height ; 

it I have therefore delivered him into the hand of 
the mighty one of the heathen ; he fhall furely deal 
with him: I have driven him out for his wickednefs. 

12 And ftrangers, the terrible of the nations, have 
cut him off, and have left him: upon the mountains 
and in all the valleys his branches are fallen, and his 
boughs are broken by all the rivers of the land; and all 
the people of the earth are gone down from his {hadow, 
and have left him. 

1g Upon his ruin fhall all the foals of the heaven 
remain, and all the beafts ot the field fhall be upon his 
branches : 

14 To the end that none of all the trees by the wa- 
ters exalt themfelves for their height, neither fhoot up 
their top among the thick boughs, neither their trees 
ftand up in their height, all that drink water: for they 
are all delivered unto death, to the nether parts of the 
earth, in the midft of the children of men, with them 
that go down to the pit. 

15 Thus faith the Lord Gon; In the day when he 
went down to the grave I caufed a mourning: I co- 
vered the deep for him, ‘and I reftrained the floods 
thereof, and the great waters were ftayed: and I canfed 
Lebanon to mourn for him, and all the trees of the 
field fainted for him. 

16 I made the nations to fhake at the found of his 


fall, when I caft him down to hell with them that de- |- 


{cend into the pit: and all the trees of Eden, the choice 
and beft of Lebanon, all that drink water fhall be com- 
forted in the nether parts of the earth. 

17 They alfo went down into hell with him unto 
them that be flain with the fword; and they that were 


-his arm, ¢4aé dwelt under his fhadow in the midit of 


587. 


the heathen. - 

18g To whom art thou thus like in glory and in 
preatnefs among the trees of Eden? yet fhalt thou be 
brought down with the trees of Eden unto the nether 
parts of the earth: thou fhalt liein the midft of the 
uncircumcifed with them that be flain by the fword. 
This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, faith the Lord 
Gop. 

CHAP. XXXII. 

1 A lamentation for the fearful fall of Egypt. 1 The 

Sword of Babylon fhall defirey it. 17 It fall be brought 

down to hell among all the uncircumcifed nations, 

ND_-it came to pafs in the twelfth year, in the 

A twelfth month, in the firft day of the month, that 
the word of the Lorp came unto me, faying, 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on GHAP. XXXI. XXXH, 


XXXII. 6 AU the fowl: of heaven, &c.] Several nations fled to him 
for proteftion. . 

17 Into hell, &c.| That is, the grave. 

28 Yo whom art thou thus like in glory, &c.] The king of Egypt is 
here addreffed: Wilt thou ftill boaft thyfelf, as if no prince was thine 
equal? Remember thou fhale undergo the fame fate with this Hou- 
rifhing cedar, the king of Affyria. 

2 


A lamentation for Egypt. 


2 Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh _Pefore 


king of Egypt, and fay unto him, Thouart like a young ae 


lion of the nations, and thou ert as a whale in the feas: 
and thou cameft forth with thy rivers, and troubledit 
the waters with thy feet, and fouledft their rivers. 

3 Thus faith the Lord Gop; I will therefore fpread 
out my net over thee with a company of many people; 
and they fhall bring thee up in my net. 

4 Then will I leave thee upon the land, I will caft 
thee forth upon the open field, and will caufe all the 
fowls of the heaven to remain upon thee, and I will fill 
the beafts of the whole earth with thee. 

5 And I will lay thy flefh upon the mountains, and 
fill the valleys with thy height. 

6 I will alfo water with thy blood the land wherein 
thou fwimmet, even to the mountains ; and the rivers 
fhall be full of thee. 

7 And when I fhall put thee out, I will cover the 
heaven, and make the ftars thereof dark; I willcoverthe 
fun with a cloud, and the moon fhall not give her light. 

8 All the bright lights of heaven will I make darle 
over thee, and fet darknefS upon thy land, faith che 
Lord Gop. . 

9 I willalfo vex the hearts of many people, when I 
fhall bring thy deftruction among the nations, into the 
countries which thou haft not known. 

10 Yea, I will make many people amazed at thee, 
and their kings fhall be horribly afraid for thee, when 
I fhall brandifh my fword before them; and they fhall 
tremble at every moment, every man for his own life, 
in the day of thy fall. 

i @ For thus faith the Lord Gop; The fword of 
the king of Babylon fhall come upon thee. 

12 By the {words of the mighty will I canfe thy 
multitude to fall, the terrible of the nations, allof them: 
and they fhall fpoil the pomp of Egypt, and all the 
multitude thereof fhall be deftroyed. 

13 I will deftroy alfo all the beafts thereof from 
befide the great waters; neither {hall the foot of man 
trouble them any more, nor the hoofs of beafts trouble 
them, 

14 Then will I make their waters deep, and caufe 
their rivers to run like oil, faith the Lord Gon. 

15 When I fhall make the land of Egypt defolate, 
and the country fhall be deftitute of that whereof it 
was full, when I hall {mice all them that dwell therein, 
then fhall they know that I am the Lorp. 

16 This zs the lamentation wherewith they fhall la- 
ment her: the daughters of the nations fhall lament her: 
they fhall lament for her, even for Egypt, and for all 
her multitude, faith the Lord Gop. 

17 G it came to pafs in the twelfth year, in the fif- 
teenth day of the month, that the word of the Lorp 
came unto me, faying, 

18 Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt, 
and caft them down, even her, and the daughters of the 
famous nations, unto the nether parts of the earth, with 
them that go down into the pit. 

19 Whom doft thou pafs in beauty? go down, and 
be thon laid with the uncircumcifed. 

zo They fhall fall in the midit of them that are 
flain by the fword: fhe is delivered to the fword: 
draw her and all her multitudes. 

et The firong among.the mighty fhall fpeak to 
him out of the midft of hell with them that help him: 
they are gone down, they lie uncircumcifed, flain by 
the {word ; 

22 Afhur is there and all her company : his graves 

are 





XXXAU, 2 Thou art like a young lion of the nations, &c.] Thou art 
like a beaft of prey, devouring far and near. The Egyptians were 
a carnal aud effeminate people, that trufted in the fecurity of their 
territories: but God threatens them with an overthrow, when they 
had no thoughts of dinger. . 

18 Son of man wail, &c.] The antients believed in a future ftate 
of rewards and punifhments; which notion was never oppofed but 
by the Sadducees among the Jews, and the Epicureans among the 
heathens. 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 


Before are about him: all of them flain, fallen by the fword: 
cuRIST 23 Whofe graves are fet in the fides of the pit, and 
5°7* her company is round about her grave: all of them 


Czekiel admonifhed of his duty as a watchman in warning finners- 
7 So thou, O fon of man, I have fet thee a watch Before 
man unto the houfe of Ifrae] ; therefore thou thal: hear SHRISe 

the word at my mourh, and warn them from me. as 


flain, fallen by the fword, which caufed terror in the 
land of the living. 

24 There is Elam and all her multitude round about 
her grave, all of them flain, fallen by the fword, which 
are gone down uncircumcifed into the nether parts of 
the earth, which caufed their terror in the land of the 

‘living; yet have they borne their fhame with them that 
go down to the pit. 

25 They have fet her a bed in the midft of the flain 
with all her multitude: her graves are round about 
him: all of them uncircumcifed, flain by the fword: 
though their terror was caufed in the land of the living, 
yet have they borne their fhame with them that go 
down to the pit: he is put in the midft of them that be 
flain. 

26 There zs Mefhech, Tubal, and all her multitude: 
her graves are round about him: all of them uncir- 
cumcifed, flain by the {word, though they caufed their 
terror in the land of the living. 

27 And they fhall not lie with the mighty shat are 
fallen of the uncircumcifed, which are gone down to 
hell with their weapons of war: and they have laid 
their (words under their heads, but their iniquities fhall 
be upon their bones, though /bey were the terror of the 
mighty in the land of the living. 

28 Yea, thou fhalc be broken in the midft of the 
uncircumcifed, and fhalt lie with them that are flain 
with the fword. 

2g There zs Edom, her kings, and all her princes, 

which with their might are laid by them that were flain 
by the f{word: they fhall lie with the uncircumcifed, 
and with them that go down to the pit. 
’ 30 There ée the princes of the north, all of them, 
and all the Zidonians, which are gone down with the 
flain; with their terrorthey are afhamed oftheir might; 
and they lie uncircumcifed with them that be flain by 
the fword, and bear their fhame with them that go 
down to the pit. 

31 Pharaoh fhall fee them, and fhall be comforted 
over all his multitude, evex Pharaoh and all his army 
flain by the {word, faith the Lord Gop. 

32 For I have caufed my terror in the land of the 
living : and he fthall be laid in the midft of the uncir- 
cumcifed with ‘hem that are flain with the fword, even 
Pharoah and all his multitude, faith the Lord Gop. 


CHAP. XXXIII. 


1 The watchman's duty. 7 Ezekiel admonifbed. 20 God's 
juftice. 21 Ferufalem taken. 
GAIN the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, 


2 Son of man, {peak to the children of thy people, — 


and fay unto them, When I bring the {word upon a 
Jand, if the people of the land take a man of their 
coafts, and fet him for their watchman : 

If when he feeth the {word come upon the land, 
jhe blow the trumpet, and warn the people ; 

4. Then whofoever heareth the found ofthe trumper, 
and taketh not warning; if the {word come, and take 
him away, his blood fhall be upon his own head. 

5 He heard the found of the trumpet, and took not 
warning; his blood fhall be upon him. But he that 
taketh warning fhall deliver his foul. 

6 But if the watchman fee the fword come, and 
blow not the trumpet, and the people be not warned ; 
if the {word come, and take axzy perfon from among 
them, he is taken away in his iniquity; but his blood 
will I require at the watchman’s hand. 





Generaut ReFrrectrrows on Chap. XXXI. XXXII. 

The judgments of God are fometimes flow in their progrefs, but cer- 
tain in their effect: thus in both thefe inftances, mercy is tempered 
with juitice. Let us therefore labour to improve by the gofpel 
difpenfation, whereby life and immortality are brought to light, 
wand the way to happinels is plainly pointed out. 


8 When I fay unto the wicked, O wicked max, . 
thou fhalr furely die; if thou doft not fpeak to warn 
the wicked from his way, that wicked maz fhall die 
in his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thine 


“hand. 


9 Neverthelefs, if thou warn the wicked of his way 
to turn from it; if he do not turn from his way, he 
i dic in his iniquity ; but thou haft delivered thy 

oul. 

10 | Therefore, O thou fon of man, fpeak unto the 
houfe of Ifrael; ‘Thus ye fpeak, faying, If our tranf- 
greffions and our fins de upon us, and we pine away in 
them, how fhould we then live ? 

11 Say untothem, 4s I live, faith the Lord Gop, I 
have no pleafure in the death of the wicked ; but that 
the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die, O houfe 
of Ifrael? 

12 Therefore, thou fon of man, fay unto the chil- 
dren of thy people, The righteoufnefs of the righteous 
fhall not deliver him in the day of his tranfgreffion : as 
for the wickednefs of the wicked, he fhall nor fall 
thereby in the day that he turneth from his wickednefs; 
neither fhall the righteous be able to live for his righ- 
teoufne/s in the day that he finneth. 

13 When I fhall fay to the righteous, thar he thall 
furely live; if he truft to his own righteoufnefs, and 
commit iniquity, all his righteoufnefles fhall not be re- 
membered; but for his iniquity that he hath com. 
mitted, he fhall die for it. 

14 Again, when I fay unto the wicked, Thou fhalt 
furely die; if he turn from his fin, and do that which 
is lawful and right ; 

15 if the wicked reftore the pledge, give again that 
he had robbed, walk in the ftatutes of life, without 
Sons iniquity ; he fhall furely live, he fhall nor 

ie. 

16 None of his fins that he hath committed fhall be 
mentioned unto him: he hath done that which is lawful 
and right; he fhall furely live. 

17 4] Yet the children of thy people fay, The way 
of the Lord is not equal: but as for them, their way 
is not equal. 

18 When the righteous turneth from his righteouf- 
nefs,and committeth iniquity, he fhall even die thereby. 

19 But if the wicked turn from his wickednefs, and 
do that which is lawfuland right, he fhall live thereby. 

20 Yet ye fay, The way of the Lord is not equal. 
O ye houfe of Ifrael, I will judge you every one after 
his ways. 

21 Q And it came to pafs in the twelfth year of 
our captivity, in the tenth month, in the fifth day of the 
month, tbat one that had efcaped out of Jerufalem 
came unto me, faying, ‘The city is fmitten. 

22 Now the hand of the Lorp was upon me in the 
evening, afore he that was efcaped came; and had 
opened my mouth, until he came to mein the morning; 
and my mouth was opened, and I was no more dumb. 

23 Then the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, ; 

24, Son of man, they that inhabit thofe waftes of 
the land of Ifrael fpeak, faying, Abraham was one, 
and he inherited the land: but we are many; the land 
is given us for inheritance. 

25 Wherefore fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord 
Gop; Ye eat with the blood, and lift up your eyes 
toward your idols, and fhed blood: and thall ye pof- 
fefs the land ? 

26 Ye 


a 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, XXXII. 
24 Abrabam wsas ones and he inhzrited the land, &¢.] Thefe me 

fpake after the vain manner of the Jews, who fondly prefume th 

they have a right to all the promifes made to Abraham, though they 


erfit in provoking God by their fins. 
261% 


EZEKIEL. his flock, 
~ TS ne eaten 


neither fhall the fhepherds feed themfelves any more; ore 
for 1 will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they “#RST 


God's providence cur 
i 








A reproof of the fhepherds of Ifrael. 


Before 26 Ye ftand upon your fword, ye work abomination, 
CHKIST and ye defile every one his ncignbour’s wife: and thall 


387. 


ye poffefs the land? . 
27 Say thou thus unto them, Thus faith the Lord 


Gop; as I live, furely they that are in the waftes fhall 
fall by the fword, and him that 7s in the open field will 
I give to the bealis to be devoured, and they that de in 
the torts aud in che caves fuall die of the peftilence. 

28 For | will Jay the land moft defolate, and the 

omp of her flrength ihall ceafe; and the mountains of 
Ifrael thall be defolate, that none fhall pafs through. 

29 Then fhiatithcy know that L awthe Lorp, when 
J have laid the land moft defolate becaufe of all their 
abominations which they have committed. 

30 Y Alfo, thou fon of man, the children of thy peo- 
pledtill are talking againft thee by the walls and in the 
doors of the houfes, and {peak one to another, every 
one to his brother, faying, Come, I pray you, and hear 
what is the word that cometh forth from the Lorp. 

31 And they come unto thee as the people cometh, 
and they fit before thee as my peo; le, and they hear thy 
words, burihey will not dotnem: for with their mouth 


they fhew much love, éuf their heart goeth after their 


covetoufnefs. 

32 And, lo, thou ar¢ unto them asa very lovely fong 
of one thar hath a pleafant voice, and can play well on 
an inftrument: for they hear tay words, but they do 
them not. 

3 And when this cometh to pafs, (lo, it will come), 
then thall they know that a prophet hath been among 


them, 

CHAP. XXXIV. 

a Shepherds reproved: 7 thew juigments. 14 Gid’s pro- 
vidence ower bic flock. 20 The kingdom of Chrife. 
ND the ord of the Lorn came unto me, faying, 

4 2 Son of man, prophefy againft the thepnerds 
of Mracl, p:rophefy, and fay unto them, Thus faith the 
Lord Gon unto the fhepherds; Woe ée to the thepherds 
of Ifrael that do fecd themfelves! fhouid not the fhep- 
herds feed the flocks? 

3 Yeveat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, 
ye Kill them that are fed: éu¢ ye feed not the flock. 

4 The difcafed have ye not ftrengthened, neither 
have ye healed that which was fick, neither have ye 
bound up that which was broken, neither have ye 
brought again that which was driven away, neither have 
ye fought that which was loft; but with force and with 
cruelty have ye ruled them. 

5 And they were {cattered, becaufe there zs no fhep- 
herd ; and they became meat to all the beafts of the 
field, when they were fcattered. 

6 My fheep wandered through all the mountains, 
and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was fcattered 
upon all the face of the earth, and none did fearch or 
feck after them. 

7 4| Therefore, ye fhepherds, hear the word of the 

ORD; 

8 As 1 live, faith the Lord Gop, furely becaufe my 
flock became a prey, and my flock became meat ro 
every beaft of the field, becaufe ‘here was no fhepherd, 
neither did my fhepherds fearch for my flock, but the 
fhepherds fed themfelves, and fed not my flock; 

9 Therefore, O ye fhepherds, hear the word of the 
Lorn; . 

10 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am againft 
the fhepherds; and I will require my flock at their 
hand, and caufe them to ceafe from feeding the flock ; 





26 Ye fland upou your fevord, &c.] Ye make your ftrength the 
law of juilice, 
30° Againft thee, &c.} Rather, about thee. 
32 Thou art unto thew as a viry lovely Jong, &c.] They come to 
hear thee for their entertainment, not for their edification. 





GeneraLt Rerrectrions on Chap. XXXII. 
In this chapter we have ene of the ftrongeit afurances that can be 
given, that God defires not the death of the wicked, but is willing 
to forgive them whenever they turn unto him, 


may not be meat for them. 

11 4 For thus faith the Lord Gon; Behold, I, ever 
I, will both fearch my theep, and feck them out. 

t2 Asa fhepherd feckech out his flock in the day 
that he is amonz his fheep ‘bat eve Ccattercd ; fo will i 
feck out my fheep, and will deliver them out of all 
places where they have been feattered in the cloudy and 
dark day. 

13 And Iwill bring them out from the people, and 
gather them from the countries, and will bring them 
to their own land, and iced them upon the mountains 
ef Hfracl by the rivers, and in ail the inhabited places 
of the country. 

14 I will fecd them in a good pafture, and upon the 
high mountzins of Ubacl hail their fold be: there fhall 
they lie ina youd ivh!, and zea fat patlure fall they 
feed upon the mouiieins of Hrael. 

tg J will teed my flack, and L will caufe them to 
lic down, faith the Lord Gop. 

16 t will feek that which was loft, and bring again 
that which was driven away, and will bind up hut 
whith was broken, and will {trengthen that which-was 
fick: but I will deitroy the fat and the flrong; I will 
feed them with judgment. 

17 And es fir you, O my flock, thus faith the Lord 
God; Behold, i judy between cattle and cattle, between 
the rams and the he goats. 

18 Sccmerh it a Small thing unto you to have eaten 
up the good pafture, bur ye mult tread down with your 
feet the refiuue of your paftures ? and to have drunk 
of the decp waters, but ye muft foul the refidue with 
your fect ? 

29 And as for my flock, they eat that which ye have 
trodden with your feet; and they drink chat which ye 
have fouled with your feet. 

20 Y Therefore thus faith the Lerd Cop unto them; 
Peheld, I, even I, will judge between the fat catrle and 
berween tie lean cattle, 

21 Becaufe ye have thruft with fide and with fhoulder, 
and puilicd all the difeafed with your horns, till ye have 
fcattered them abroad ; 

22 Therefore will lfave my flock, and they fhall no 
more be a prey; and I will judge between cattle and 
cattle. 

23 And I will fet up one thepherd over them, and 
he ihall feed them, even my fervant David; he fhall 
feed them, and he fhall be their fscpherd. 

24 And I} the Lorp will be their God, and my fer. 
vant David a prince among them; I the Lorp have 
fpoken 7. 

25 And I will make with them a covenant of peace, 
and will caufe the evil beats to ceafe out of the land: 
and they fhall dwell fafely in the wildernef, and fleep in 
the woods. : 

26 And Iwill makethem and the places round about 
my hilla bleffing; and I will caufe the fhower to come 
down in his feaion; there fhall be fhowers of bleifine. 

27 And the tree of the ficid fhall yield her fruic, 
and the earth fhall yield her increafe, and they fhall be 
fafe in their land, and fhall Know that I ay the Lop, 
when I have broken the bands of their yoke, and de-~ 
livered them out of the hand of thofe thar ferve@.them- 
felves of them. 

28 And they fhall no more bea prey ro the heathen, © 
neither fhall the beaft of the land devour them, but 

they 









COMMENTARY axp NOTES on Chap. XXXIV. XXXV. 

XXXIV. 13 1 will bring them out from the people, &c.] Thefe 
words feem to point to the general reftoration of the feed of Abraham 
in the Jatter days, when the vail fhall be taken awav 3 bat they allude, 
in a more eminent degree, to the gloricus Kingdom or the Mefiah, 
wherever the joyful found of falvation was to be prociained. 

23 One forpherd—even my fervant David, &c.] _Curitt, who was 
the root and offspring of David. ‘Fre remainder of this caapter de- 
clares God’s peculiar care over his chusca, under tue cnaratter of a 


Shepherd. 
XXKV, 


CHAP. XXXV. XXXVI... The land of Ifrael comforted. 


3 Therefore prophefy and fay, Thus faith the Lord Before 
Gop; Becaufe they have made you defolate, and fwal-SRRST 
lowed you up on every fide, that ye might be a pof- ae 


The judgment of mount Seir. 


Before they fhall dwell fafely. and none fhall make them afraid. 
Lsohges 29 And I will ratfe up for them a plant of renown, 
5°7* and they fhall be no more confumed with hunger in the 


land, neither bear the fhame of the heathen any more. 

30 Thus fhall they know that 1 the Lorp their God 
am with them, and that they, even the houfe of Ifrael, 
are my people, faith the Lord Gop. 

31 And ye my flock, the flock of my pafture, are 
men, and 1 am your God, faith the Lord Gon. 

CHAP. XXXV. 
The judgment of mount Seir for their hatred of Ifrael, 
and infulting over their diftrefs. 
OREOVER the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, 

g Sonof man, fet thy face againft mount Seir, and 
prophely again{t it, 

3 And fay unto iz, Thus faith the Lord Gon; Be- 
hold, O mount Seir, Lam againfi thee. and I will ftretch 
out mine hand againft thec, and Iwill mike thee moft 
defolate. 

4 lwilllay thy cities wafle, and thou {halt be defo- 
Jate, and thou {bale know that I athe Lorn. 

5 Becaute thon haf had a perpetual hatred, and haft 
fhed the loud of the children of Ifiaél by the force of 
the fword in the time of their calamity, in: the time that 
their iniquity bad an end: 

6 Theretore, vs l live, faith the Lord Goo, I will 

repare thee unto blood, and blood thall purfue thee: 
ich thou halt not hated blood, even bivoed thall purfue 
thee. 

97 Thus will I make mount Seir moft defolate, and 
cut off from it him thar pafleth out and him that re- 
turneth. 

8 And I will fll his mountains with his flain men: 
in thy hills, and in thy valleys, and in all thy rivers, 
fhall they fall that are Main with the fword. 

Iwill make the perpetual defolations, and thy 
cities fhall not return: and ye fhall know that I am 
the Lorp. 

10 Becaufe thou haft faid, thefe two nations and thefe 
two countries, fhall be mine, and we will poffefs it ; 
whereas the Lorp was there: 

ir Therefore, as I live, faith the ord Gop, I will 
even do according to thine anger, and according to 
thine envy which thou haft ufed out of thy hatred 
againft them ; and I will make myfelf known amongtt 
them, when [ have judged thee. 

12 And thou fhale know that I am the Lorn, and 
that Uhave heard ail thy blafplhemies which thou haft 
{poken again{t the mountains of Ifrael, faying, They 
are laid defulate, they are given us to conlume. 

13 Thus with your mouth ye have boafted againft 
me, and have multiplied your words againit me: I 
have heard thew. 

14 Thus faith the Lord Gop: When the whole 
earth rejoiceth, T will make thee defolate. 

1g As thou didit 1ejoice at rhe inheritance of the 
houfe of Hracl, becaute it was defolare, fo will IT do 
unto thee: thou fhalt be defolate, © mount Seir, and 


all Idumea, even all of it: and they fhall know that I. 


am the Lorp. 
CHAP. XXXVI 
1 Jfrael comforted: 16 fhe is rejected for fin. 
bleffings of Chrifi’s kingdom. 
A LSO, thou fon of man, prophefy unto the moun- 
tains of Ifrael, and fay, Ye mountains of Ifrael, 
hear the word of the Lorn: 

2 Thus faith the Lord Gop; Becaufe the enemy 
hath faid againft you, Aha, even the ancient high places 

are our’s in poffeffion : 


25 The 





XXXV. 14 When the whole earth rcjoeth, [ will make thee defalate.) 
The Edomites never recovered thei: country, after they were driven out 


of it by the Nabathexans. 
Generac Reriections on Chap. XXXIV. XXXV. 


We have here fet before us, the great bleflings they partake of who 
obey the gofpel, and are truly or the number of ¢ hrift’s fheep: 
and alfo the deitru¢tion that awaits thofe who perfecute the church, 


No, 54, 


feflion unto the refidue of the heathen, and ye are 
taken up in the lips of talkers, and are an infamy of 
the people: 

4 Therefore, ye mountains of Ifrael, hear the word 
of the Lord Gop; Thus faith the Lord Gop to the 
mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and to the 
valleys, tothe defolate waftes, and to the cities that are 
forfaken, which became a prey and derifion to the re- 
fidue of the heathen that are round about; 

5 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; Surely in the 
fire of my jealoufy have I fpoken againft the refidue of 
the heathen, and againft atl Idumea, which have ap- 
pointed my land into their pofleffion with the joy of all 
their heare, with defpiteful minds, to caft it out for a 
prey. 

6 Prophefy therefore concerning the land of Ifrael, 
and fay unto the mountains, and to the bills, to the 
rivers, and to the valleys, ‘hus faith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I have fpoken in my jealoufy and in my fury, 
becaufe ye have borne the fhame of the heathen : 

7 Therefore thus faith the Lord-Gop; I have lifted 
up mine hand, Surely the heathen that are about you, 
they fhall bear their fhame. 

8 Burt ye, O mountains of Hrael, ye fhall fhoot forth 
your branches, and yield your fruit to my people of 
Ifrael ; for they are at hand to come. 

g For, behold, I am for you, and I will turn unto 
you, and ye fhall be tilled and fown: 

10 And 1 will multiply men upon you, all the houfe 
of Hfrael, ever all of it: and the cities fhal] be inhabited, 
and the waftes fhall be builded: 

tt And I will multiply upon you man and beaft ; 
and they fhall increafe and bring fruit: and I will fertle 
you after your old eftates, and will do better wnto you 
than at your beginnings: and ye fhall know that | am 
the Lorp. 

12 Yea, I will caufe men to walk upon you, even 
my people Ifrael; and they fhall poffefs thee, and thou 
fhalt be their inheritance, and thou fhalt no more hence- 
forth bereave them of men. 

13 Thus faith the Lord Gop ; Becaufe they fay unto 
you, Thou /end devoureft up men, and haft bereaved 
thy nations; ‘ 

14 Therefore thou fhalt devourmennomore, neither 
bercave thy nations any more, faith the Lord Gop. 

15 Neither will I caufe mez to hear in thee the fhame 
of the heathen any more, neither fhalt chon bear the re- 
proach of the people any more, neither fhalt thou caufe 
thy nations to fall any more, faith the Lord Gop. 

16 J Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto 
me, faying, 

17 Son of man, when the houfe of Ifrael dwelt in 
their own land, they defiled it by theirown way and by 
their doings: their way was before meas the unclean- 
nefs of a removed woman. 

18 Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the 
blood that they had fhed upon the land, and for their 
idols wherewith they had polluted it’: 

19 And I fcattered them among the heathen, and 
they were difperfed through the countries: according 
to their way and according to their doings 1 judged 
them. : 

zo And when they entered unto the heathen, whither 
they went, they profaned my holy name, when they 
fai to them, Thefe are the people of the Lorp, and 
are gone forth out of his land. 

21 ButI hadpity for mine holy name, which the 

honfe 





and contemn the Majefty of heaven by their impiety and profane- 

nefs, * 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI. 

8 But ye, O mountains of Lfracl, &c.] This alludes to the happinefs 
of the chriftian church, whom God fhould make willing converts to 


him-under the gofpel. 
8A a3 2 


Tfrael was rejeéted for their fin. EZEKIEL. The cype of the refurrection of dry bones, 





Before houfe of Hrael had profaned among the heathen whi- {| and, behold, there were very many in the open valley; Before 
CHRIST h bh l b CURIsy 
587. her they went. and, lo, they were very dry. <8; 

a. 


32 Therefore fay unto the houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith 
the Lord Gop ; 1 do not ¢his for your fakes, O houfe 
of Ifrael, but for mine holy name’s fake, which ye 
have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went. 

23 And I will fanctify my great name, which was 
profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned 
in the midft of them; and the heathen fhall know that 
lam the Lorp, faith the Lord Gop, when I fhail be 
fanctified in you before their eyes. 

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, 
and gather you out of all countries, and will bring you 
into your own land. 

25 Then will I fprinkle clean water upon you, and 
ye thall be clean: from all your filthinefs, and from all 
your idols, will I cleanfe you. 

26 A new heart will I alfo give you, and a new fpirit 
will I put within you: and I will take away the ftony 
heart out of your flefh, and I will give you an heart 
of fleth. 

27 And J will put my fpirit within you, and caufe 
you to walkin my ftatutes, and ye fhall keep my judg- 
ments, and do them. 

28 And ye fhall dwell in the land that I gave to 
your fathers ; and ye fhall be my people, and I will be 
your God. 

29 I will alfo fave you from all your uncleannefles : 
and I will call for the corn, and will increafe it, and 
Jay no famine upon you. 

30 And | will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the 
increafe of the field, that ye fhall receive no more re- 
proach of famine among the heathen. 

31 Then fhall ye remember your own evil ways, and 
your ‘loings that were not good, and fhall lothe your- 
felvesin your own fight for your iniquities and for your 
abominations. 

32 Not for your fakes do I sis, faith the Lord Gop, 
be it known unto you: be afhamed and confounded 
for your own ways, O houfe of Ifrael. 

3 Thus faith the Lord Gop; in the day that I fhall 
have cleanfed you from all your iniquities I will alfo 
caufe you to dwell in the cities, and the waites fhall be 
builded. 

34 And the defolate land thall be tilled, whereas it 
lay defolate in the fight of all that pafled by. 

35 And they fhall fay, This land that was defolate 
is become like the garden of Eden; and the walle and 
defolate and ruined cities are become fenced, and are 
inhabited. 

36 Then the heathen that are left round about you 
fhall know that I the Lorp build the ruined places, and 
plant that that was defolate: 1 the Lonp have {poken 
zt, and I will do zé. ; 

37 Thus faith the Lord Gon; I will yet for this be 
enquired of by the houfe of Ifrael, to do z# for them ; I 
will increafe them with men like a flock. 

38 As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerufalem in 
her folemn feafts: fo fhall the waite cities be filled with 
flocks of men: and they hall know that I am the Lorp. 

‘ CHAP. XXXVI. 

u By the dry bones, 1x Ifrael’s hope is revived. 15 By 
two flicks 18 is foewed Irael’s and Fudabh’s uniting. 
iS es hand of the Lorp was upon me, and carried 

me out in the fpirit of the Lorp, and fet me 
down in the midft of the valley which was full of bones, 
2.And caufed me to pafs by them round about: 





23 I will fan@ify my great name, &c.] I will give illuftrious proofs 
ef my power and goodnefs. 

25 Then will I forinkle clean water upon yous &c.] This Points out 
our corruption by nature, and the neceffity we are under of being faved 
by divine grace. 

Genera Rervrectrons on Chap. XXXVI. 
The defign of God, in granting thefe bleflings, is, to fanttify us, by 
giving us a new heart, and a right fpirit, that we may obey his 
eommands: we Should therefore beg his ‘grace to guide us through 


3 And he faid unto me, Son of man, can thefe bones 
live? And J anfwered, O Lord Gon, thou knoweft. 

4 Again he faid unto me, Prophefy upon thefe bones 
and fay unto them, O ye dry bones, hear the word of 
the Lorp. 

gs Thos faith the Lord Gop unto thefe bones; Be- 
hold, I will caufe breath to enter into you, and ye 
fhall live. 

6 And I wiil lay finews upon you, and will bring 
up flefh upon you, and cover you with fkin, and put 
breath in you, and ye fhall live; and ye fhall know 
that I am the Lorn. 

7 So I prophefied as I was commanded: and as I 
_ prophefied, there was a noife, and behold a fhaking, and 
the bones came together, bone to his bone, 

8 And when I beheld, lo, the finews and the flefh 
came up upon them, and the fkin covered them above: 
but there was no breath in them, 

g Then faid he unto me, Prophefy unto the wind, 
prophefy, fon of man, and fay to the wind, Thus faith 
the Lord Gon; Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon thefe flain, that they may live. 

10 Sol prophefied as he commanded me, and the 
breath came into them, and they lived, and ftood up 
upon their feet, an exceeding great army. 

11 Then he faid unto me, Son of man, thefe bones 
are the whole houfe of Ifrael: behold, they fay, Our 
bones are clried, and our hope is Ic{t: we are cut off 
for our parts. . 

12 Therefore prophefy and fay unto them, Thus 
faith the Lord Gon; Behold, C my people, I will open 
your graves, and caufe you to come up out of your 
graves, and bring you into the land of Ifrael, 

13 And ye fhall know that I a the Lorn, when I 
have opened your graves, O my people, and brought 
you up out of your graves, 

14 And {hall put my fpirit in you, and ye fhall live, 
and I fhall place you in your own land: then {hall ye 
know that I the Lorp have fpoken zt, and performed 
it, faith the Lorp. 

15 4 The word of the Lorp came again unto me, 
faying, ' 

16 Moreover, thou fon of man, take thee one ftick, 
and write upon it, For Judah, and for the children of. 
Ifrael his companions: then take another ttick, and 
write upon it, For Jofeph, the ftick of Ephraim, and 
Jor all the houfe of Ifrael his companions: 

17 And join them one to another into one ftick ; 
and they fhall become one in thine hand. 

18 And when the children of thy people fhall fpeak 
unto thee, faying, Wilt thou not fhew us what thou 
meaneft by thefe? 

19 Say unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; Be- 
hold, I will take the ftick of Jofeph, which zs in the 
hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Ifrael his fellows, 
and will put them with him, even with the ftick of Ju- 
dah, and make them one ftick, and they {hall be one in 
mine hand. 

20 And the fticks whereon thou writeft fhall be in 
thine hand before tueir eyes. 

21 § And fay unto them, Thus faith the Lord Gop; 
Behold, I will take the children of Irael from among 
the heathen, whither they be gone, and will gather 
them on every fide, and bring them into their own 
land: : 

22 And 

rr 

the weary pilgrimage of life; for without him we can do nothing, 
being poor, weak, and helplefs creatures in ourfelves. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. XXXVI. 

4. O ye dry bones, bear the word of the Lord.| A lively reprefentation ~ 
of the powerful voice of the Son of God, which raifes thofe who are 
dead in trefpaffes and fins to a life of righteoufnefs: it alfo points to 2 
fecond refurre@ion at the aft, when at his voice all that are in their 
graves fhall come forth to judgment. wit 

14 Shall put my fpirit in you, and ye foall live, &c.] That new fpirit 
of grace which God beftows plentifully on his chureh. ‘ 

: A . 24 Ravit 








The army and evi attempts of Gog. CHA P. XXXVUI. XXXIX. Goa’s judgments againft Gog. 
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22 And [I will make them one nation in the land of 


CHRIST the mountains of Ifrael; and one.king thall be king to 
587+ 


them alJ: and they fhail be no more two nations, neither 
fhall they bedivided intotwo kingdomsany more at all: 
23 Neither fhall they defile themfelves any more with 


“their idols, nor with their detefable things, nor with 


any of their tranfgreffions: but I will fave them out of 
all cheir dwelling places, wherein they have finned, and 
will cleanfe them: fo fhall they be my people, and | 
will be their Gad. 

24 And David my fervant /hall ée king over them; 
and they all {hall haveonefhepherd: they thall alfo walk 
in my judgmenres, and obferve my ftatuces, anddothem. 

25 And they fhall dwell in the land that I have given 
unto facobmy fervant, wherein your fathers havedwelt: 
and they fhall dwell therein, even they, and their chil- 
dren and their cnildren’s children for ever : and my fer- 
vant David /ball éc their prince for ever. 

26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with 
them; it fhall be an everiafling covenant with them : 
and I will place thei, and muliiply them, and will fet 
wy fanctuary in the midft of them for evermore. 

27 My tabernacle allo fhall be with them: yea, I will 
be their God, and they fhall ke my people. 

28 And the heathen thai! know thae 1 the Lorp do 
fanctify Mrael, when my fan@iuary i)all be in the midft 
of them for evermore. 

CHAP. XKXVIL. 
1 The army of Goo: 8 his evil attenpts in the latter years: 
§4 God’s judgment againft him. 
ND the word of the Loxrp cime unto me, faying, 
2 Son of man, fet thy face again(t Gog, the 
land of Magog, the chief prince of Methech and Tubal, 
and prophcty againft him, 

3 And fay, Vhus faith the Lord Gop; Behold, I am 
againfi thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Mefhech and 
Tubal: 

4 And I willturn thee back, and put hooks into thy 
jaws, and I will bring thee torth, and all thine army, 
horfes and horfemen, all of them cluathed with all forts 
of armour, evena great company with ouckiers and fhiclds, 
all of them handling fwords: 

5 Perfia, Ethiopia, and Lybia with them: all of 
them with fhield and helmet: 

6 Gomer, and all his bands; the houfe of Togarmah 
of the north quarters, and all his bands: and many 
people with thee. 

7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyfelf, thou, 
and all thy company that are afiembled unto thee, and 
be thou a guard unto them. 

8 4 After many days thou fhalt be vifited : in the 
latter years thon fhalt come into the land sha 7s brought 
back from thef{word, andis gathered out of many people, 
againft the mountains of Ifrael, which have been always 
walte: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and 
they fhall dwell fafely all of them. 

g Vhou fhalt afcend and come like a ftorm, thou 
fhalt be hke a cloud to cover the Jand, thou, and all 
thy bands, and many people with thee. 

10 Thus faith the Lord Gon; It fhall alfo come to 
pats, ¢hat at the fame time fhall things come into thy 
mind, and thou fhalt think an evil chought : 

rt And thou fhalt fay, I will go up to the land of un- 
walled villages ; I will go to them that are at reft, that 
dwell fafely, all of them dwelling without walls, and 
having neither bars nor gates, 7 

12 Totakea fpoil, amd to take a prey ; to turn thine 
hand upon the defolate places that are now inhabited, 


re 
24 David my fervant feall be bing over them, &c.] ‘ David” literally 

fignifies, Beloved’; and here, and in many other places, means Chriit, 

the beloved Son of God, and; in his mediatorial chaastter, the fervant 
of God. 
Generar ReFLections on Chap, XXXVII. 

Let ue learm to blefs God, that he is no refpecter of perfons, but that 
any one may claim aniatereft in the Lord Jefus Chrift, as his Saviour ; 
not in confequence of any temporal privileges, but as the quickening 
power of the Spirit of God, which raifes the dead to life. 





and upon the people shat are gathered out of the nitions, Before 


which have gorten cattle and goods, that dwell in the 
midft of the land. 

13 Sheba and Dedan, and the merchants of Tar- 
fhifh, with all the young lions thereof, fhall fay unto 
thee, Art thou come to take a fpoil? haft thou gathered 
thy company to take a prey? to carry away filver and 
gold, to take away cattle and goods, to take a great 
{poil ? 

14 9 Therefore, fon of man, prophefy and fay unto 
Gog, Thus faith the Lord Gop; In that day when my 
people of Ifrael, dwelleth fafely, thalt thou not know 
ws 

15 And thou fhalt come from thy place out of the 
north parts, thou, and many people with thee, all of 


them riding upon horfes, a great company, anda mighty - 


army ; 

16 And thou fhalt come up againft my people of 
Ifrael, as a cloud to cover the Jand; it {hall be in the 
latter days, and I will bring thee againft my land, that 
the heathen may know me, when J fhall be fanctified 
in thee, O Gog, before their eycs. 

17 Thus faith the Lord Gop; 4r/ thou he of whom 
I have ipoken in old time by my fervants the prophets 
of Hracl, which prophefied in thofe days many years 
that I would bring thee againft them? 

18 And it fhall come to pafs at the fame time when 
Gog fhall come againft the land of Ifrael, faith the Lord 
Gop, that my fury fhall come up in my face. 

19 For in my jealoufy and in the fire of my wrath 
have | fpoken, Surely in that day there fhall be a great 
fhaking ‘in the land of Hrael ; 


20 So that the fithes of the fea, and the fowls of the _ 


heaven, and the beafts of the field, and all creeping 
things chat creep upon the earth, and all the men that 
are upon the face of the earth, fhall fhake at my pre- 
fence, and the mountains fhall be thrown down, and 
the fteep places {hall fall, and every wall fhall fall to 
the ground. 

21 And I willcall for a fwordagainft him throughout 
all my mountains, faith the Lord Gop: every man’s 
{word {hall be againit his brother. 

22 And J will plead againft him with peftilence and 
with blood; and [ will rain upon him, and upon his 
bands, and upon the many people that are with him, an 
overflowing rain,and great hailltones, fire,and brimltone. 

23 Thus willl magnify myfelf, and fanctify myfelf; 
and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and 
they fhall know that I am the Lorn. 

CHAP. XXXIX. 
1 God’s judgments upon Gog: 8 Ifrael’s victory. 11 Gog’s 
burial. 
eee thou fon of man, prophefy again 
Gog, and fay, Thus faith the Lord Goo; Behold, 
I am againft thee, O Gog, the chief prince of Mefhech 
and Tubal: 

2 And I will turn thee back, and fave but the fixth 
part of thee, and will caufe thee to come up from the 
north parts, and will bring thee upon the mountains of 
Mrael : 

3 And I will fmite thy bow out of thy lefe hand, and 
will caufe thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand. 

Thou fhalt fall upon the mountains of Ifrael, thou, 

andall thy bands, andthe people that 7s with thee: I will 

ive thee unto the ravenous birds of every fort, and /o 
the beafts of the field to be devoured. 

5 Thou fhale fall upon the open field: for I have 
fpoken zt, faith the Lord Gop. 

. 6 And 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXXVI. XXXIX, 


XXXVI. 2 Set thy face againf? Gog, the land of Magog, &c. 
Thefe were the sie cease ete people ot God ; ae ae Roses 
to mean the northern nations in general, from Ruffia to the Cafpian 
fea ; and particularly the Mogul, ‘Tartars, and the Turks. 

20 The fihes of the fea, and the Sorts of the heaven, &c.\ Every part 
of the creation fhal! bear its fhare in this calamity, as if the whole frame 


of nature was convulfed. 
1 XXXIX, 


CHRIST 
$87. 


Peano enna EEE SE AE LL naan, 
A feaft proclaimed to the fowls and beafis. EZEKIEL. Ezehkiel’s vifion of the meafuring of the temple. 
era ee EEE AT eee 
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6 And 1 will fend a fire on Magog, and among 


CHRIST + hem that dwell carelefly in the ifles: and they fhall 


587. 


know that I am the Lorp. : . 

7 So will I make my holy name known in the midft 
of my people Ifrael; and I will not Jet them pollute my 
holy name any more: and the heathen fhall know that 
I am the Lorp, the Holy Onein Hrael. 

8 q Behold, it is come, and it is done, faith the 
Lord Gop; this zs the day whereof I have fpoken. 

g And they that dwell in the cities of Ifrael thal! go 
forth, and hall fet on fire and burn the weapons, both 
the fhields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows, 
and the hand{ftaves, and the fpears, and they fhall burn 
them with fire feven years: 

10 So that they fhall take no wood out of the field, 
neither cut down azy out of the forefts; for they fhall 
burn the weapons with fire : and they fhall fpoil thofe 
that fpoiled them, and rob thofe thar robbed them, 
faith the Lord Gop. : 

11 Andit fhall come to pafs in that day, that I will 
give unto Gog a place there of graves in Irael, the val- 
ley of the paffengers on the eaft of the fea: andit thall 
ftop the nofes of the paffengers: and there fhall they 
bury Gog and all his multitude : and they fhall call 7 
The valley of Hamon.gog. 

12 And feven months fhall the honfe of Ifrael be 
burying of them, that they may cleanfe the land. 

13 Yea, all the people of the land fhall bury them; 
andit fhall be to them 2 renown the day that I fhall be 
glorified, faith the Lord Gop. 

14 And they fhall fever out men of continual em- 
ployment, pafling through the land to bury with the 
paflenger thofe that remain on the face of the earth, 
to cleanfe it: after the end of feven months fhall they 
fearch. 

15 And the paffengers that pafs through the land, 
when any feéth a man’s bone, then fhall he fet up a 
fign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the valley 
of Hamon-gog. : 

16 And alfo the name of the city /hall e Hamonah. 
Thus fhall they cleanfe the land. 

17 4 And, thou fon of man, thus faith the Lord 
Gop: Speak unto every feathered fowl, and to every 
beat of the field, Affemble yourfelves, and come; ga- 
ther yourfelves on every fide to my facrilice that I do 
facrifice for you, even a great facrifice upon the moun- 
tains of Ifrael, chat ye may eat fl. fh, and drink blood. 

18 Ye fhall eat the Aclh of the mighty, and drink 
the blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of lambs, 
and of goats, of bullocks, all of them fatlings of Ba- 
than. 

19 And ye fhall eat fat till ye be full, and drink 
blood till ye be drunken, of my facrifice which I have 
facrificed for you. 

2o Thus fhall ye be filled at my table with horfes 
and chariots, with mighty men and with all men of 
war, faith the Lord Gop. 

21 AndI will fet my glory among the heathen, 
and all the heathen fhall fee my7Judgment that | have 
executed, and my hand that I have laid upon them. 

22 So the houfe of Ifrael fhall know that 1 am the 
Lorp their God from that day and forward. 

23 And the heathen fhall know that the houfe of 
Ifrael went into captivity for their iniquity; becaufe 
they trefpaffed againft me, therefore hid I my face 


from them, and gave them into the hand of their enc- | 


mies: fo fell they all by the fword. 
24 According to their uncleannefs and according to 


XXXIX. g And they that dwell, &c.] The meaning is, that the 
judgments of God upon the northern barbarians would be fo fevere, that 
their towns would be burnt and their cailles deftroyed. 

29 For I bave poured out my fpirit, &c.] Thefe words refer to 
the gofpel difpenfation, and the calling of the Jews, who, by believing 
an oe Meffiah and the promifes concerning him, would become the true 

Tael. 


Genzrat ReFLectrrons on Chap. XXXVI. AXXIX. 
The obf{curity in fome parts of facred writ, fhould lead us to confi- 


their tranfgreffions have I done unto them, and hid my 
face from them. c 

25 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gon; Now will I 
bring again the captivity of Jacob, and have mercy 
upon the whole houte of Ifiael, and will be jealous fur 
my holy name; 

26 After that they have borne their fhame, and all 
their trefpaffes whercby they have trefpafled againit me, 
when they dwele fafely in their land, and none made 
them afraid. 

27 When I have brought them again from the peo- 
ple, and gathered them out of their enemies lands, ind 
am fanctified in them in the fight of many nations; 

28 Then fhall they know chat I am the Lorp their 
God, which caufed them to be led into captivity among 
the heathen: butI have gathered them unto their own 
land, and have left none of them any more there. 

2g Neither will I hide my face any more from them: 
for Ihave poured out my fpirit upon the houte of Ural, 
faith the Lord Gop. 

CHAP. XL. 
1 The end of the vifiun. & The defeription of the eaft gate, 
20 north gate, 24 fouth gate, &e. 
WN the five and twentieth year of our captivity, in 
the beginning of the year, in the tenth diy of the 
month, in the fourteenth year after that the city was 
{mitten, in the felf-fame day the hand of the Lorp was 
upon me, and broughr me thither. 

2 Inthe vifions of God brought he me into the land 
of Ifrael, and {et me upon a very high mountain, by 
which was as the frame of a city on the fouth. 

3 And he brought me thither, and, behold, there was 
a man whofe appearance was like the appearance of 
brafs, with a line of flax in his hand, and a mealuring 
reed; and he ftood in the gate. 

4 And the man faid unto me, Son of man, behold 
with thine eyes, and hear with thine cars, and fet thine 
heart upon all that { fhall fhew thee; for to the intent 
that I might fhew ¢/-m unto thee art thou brought hi- 
ther: declare all chat thou feeft to the houfe of Hfrael. 

5 And behold a wali on the outfide of the houfe 
round about, ard in the man’s hand a meafuring reed 
of fix cubits /ong by the cubit and an hand breadth: 
fo he meafured the breadth of the building, one reed ; 
and the height, one recd. 

6 Y Then came he unto the gate which looketh 
toward the eaft, and went up the flairs thereof, and mea- 
fured the threfhold of the gate, which was one reed 
broad; and the other threthold of the gate, which was 
one reed broad. . 

77 And every little chamber was one reed long, and 
one reed broad; and between the little chambers were 
five cubits; and the threthold of the gate by the porch 
of the gate within was one reed. 

8 He meafured alfo the porch of the gate within, one 
reed. 

g Then meafured he the porch of the gate, eight 
cubits; and the pofts thereof, two cubits; and the 
porch of the gate was inward. 

10 And the little chambers of the gate eaftward 
were three on this fide, and three on that fide; they 
three were of one meafure. and the poft had one mea- 
fure on this fide and on that fide. 

11 And he meafured the breadth of the entry of 
the gate, ten cubits, and the length of the gate, thir- 
teen cubits. 

12 The fpace alfo before the little chambers was 
one cubit on this fide, and the fpace was one pub 

that 


der that God has, for wife reafons, left fome things apparently dark, 
that we may read the fcriptures with modefty, humility, and affiduirty, 
at the fame time begging of God to enlighten our minds. Bue when 
this mortal life is over, the vail will be removed, and ‘the fcheme of 
divine providence unfolded. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XL. 


2 Set me upon avery bigh mountain, &c.] Mount Moriah, whereon the 
temple was built. 
ai dad 
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ae 
The defcription of the gates of the temple. CHAP. XLI. and of its tables, chambers, and porch. 


13 He meafured then the gate from the roof of one 
_jittle chamber to the roof of another: the breadth was 
five and twenty cubits, door againft door. 

14 He made alfo polts of threefcore cubits, even 
unto the poft of the court round about the gate. 

15 And from the face of the gate of the entrance 
unto the face of the porch of the inner gate were fifty 
cubits. : 

16 And there were narrow windows to the little 
chambers, and to their pofts within the gate round 
about, and likewife to the arches: and windows were 
round about inward: and upon each poft were palm 
trees. 

17 Then brought he me into the outward court, and 
lo, there were chambers, and a pavement made for the 
court round about: thirty chambers were upon the 
pavement. ‘ 

18 And the pavement by the fide of the gates over 
againit the length of the gates was the lower pavement. 

19 Then he meafured the breadth from the forefront 
of the lower gate unto the forefront of the inner court 
without an hundred cubits eaftward and northward. 

20 § And the gate of the outward court that looked 
toward the north, he meafured the length thereof, and 
the breadth thereof. 

2t And the little chambers thereof were three on 
this fide and three on that fide; and the arches thereof 
were after the meafure of the firft gate: the length 
thereof was fifty cubits, and the breadth five and 
twenty cubits. 

e2 And their windows, and their arches, and their 
palm trees, were after the meafure of the gate that look- 
eth toward the eaft ; and they went up unto it by feven 
fteps; and the arches thereof were before them. 

23 And the gate of the inner court was over againit 
the gate toward the north, and toward the eaft; and he 
meafured from gate to gate an hundred cubits. 

244 After that he brought me toward the fouth, 
and behold a gate toward the fouth : and he meafured 
the pofts thereof according to thefe meafures. 

25 And there were windows in it and in the arches 
thereof round about, like thofe windows: the length 
was fifty cubits, andthe breadth five and twenty cubits. 

26 And there were feven fteps to go up toit, and the 
arches thereof were before them: and it had palm trees, 
one on this fide, and another on that fide, upon the pofts 
thereof. 

27 4 And ‘here was a gate in the inner court to- 
ward the fourth: and he meafured from gate to gate 
toward the fouth an hundred cubirs. 

28 And he broughr me to the inner court by the 
fouth gare: and he meafured the fouth gate according 
to thefe meafures ; 

29 And the little chambers thereof, and the pofts 
thereof, and the arches thereof, according to thefe mea- 
fures: and there were windows in it and in the arches 
thereof round about: 7¢ was fifty cubits long, and five 
and twenty cubits broad. 

30 And the arches round about were five and twenty 
cubits long, and five cubits broad. 

31 And the arches thereof were toward the utter 
court; and palm trees were upon the polts thereof: 
and the going up to it 4ad eight {teps. 

32 § And he brought me into the inner court to- 
ward the eaft: and he meafured the gate according to 
thefe meafures. 

3 And the little chambers thereof, anc the pofts 
thereof, and the arches thereof, were according to thefe 
meafures: and there were windows thercin and in the 


re ra A ed le A TE SEAS, RE eM ng 
21 dnd the little chambers thereof, &c.] Where the fons of the 
pricits and Levites were inftru€ted in the facred my fteries of the law. 
46 Thefe are the jous of Zadok, &e.] ‘The family of Zadok alone 
is mentioned in this vifion; probably, becaufe they continued at- 
tached to the worfhip of the trae God, when the pricits of Ithamar’s 
line forfook it, and fell into jdelatry. z 
No. 55- ‘ 


court; and palm trees were upon the pofts thereof, on 
this fide, and on that fide: and the going up to it bad 
eight fteps. 

35 § And he brought me to the north gate, and 
meafured if according to thefe meafures ; 

36 Thelittle chambers thereof, the pofts thereof, and 
the arches thereof, and the windows co it round about : 
the length was fifty cubits, and the breadth five ana 
twenty cubits. 

37 And the pofts thereof were toward the utter 
court ; and palm trees were upon the polis thereof, on 
this fide, and on that fide: and the going up to it bad 
eight Reps. 

_38 And the chambers and the entries thereof were 
by the pofts of the gates, where they wafhed the burnt 
offering. ° 

39 F And in the porch of the gate were two tables on 
this fide, and two tables on that fide, to flay thereon 
the burnt offerings and the fin offering and the trefpa(s 
offering. 

4o And at the fide without, as one goeth up to the 
entry of the north gate, were two tables; and on the 
other fide, which zoas at the porch of the gate, were 
two tables. 

41 Four tables were on this fide, and four tables on 
that fide, by the fide of the gate; eight tables, where- 
upon they flew their facrifices. 

42 And the four tables were of hewn ftone for the 
burnt offering, of a cubit and an half Jong, and a cu- 
bit and an half broad, and cne cubit high: whereupon 
alfo they laid the inftruments wherewith they flew the 
burnt offering and the facrifice. 

43 And within were hooks, an hand broad, faftened 
round about : and upon the tables was the flefh of the 
offering. 

44 ¢ And without the inner gate were the chambers 
of the fingers in the inner court, which wes at the fide 
of the north gate; and their profpect was toward the 
fouth : one fide of the eaft gate having the profpect to- 
ward the north. 

45 And he faid unto me, This chamber, whofe prof- 
pect 7s toward the fouth, 7s for the priefts, the keepers 
of the charge of the.houfe. . 

46 And the chamber whofe profpect 7s toward the 
north zs for the priefts, the keepers of the charge of the 
altar: thefe are the fons of Zadok among the fons of 
Levi, which come near to the Lorp to minifter unto 
him. 

47 So he meafured the court, an hundred cubits long, 
and an hundred cubits broad, fouriquare; and the altar 
that was before the houfe. 

48 4] And he brought meto the porch of the houfe, 
and meafured each polit of the porch, five cubits on 
this fide, and five cubits on that fide: and the breadth 
of the gate wes three cubits on this fide, and three cu- 
bits on that fide. 

9 The length of the porch was twenty cubits, and 
the breadth eleven cubits; and he brought me by the 
fteps whereby they went up toit: and ¢here were pillars 
by the poft, one on this fidé, and another on that fide. 

CHAP. XLI. 
The meafures, parts, chambers, and ornaments of the temple: 
Aloe. he brought me to the remple, and 
meafured the pofts, fix cubits broad on the one 
fide, and fix cubits broad on the other fide, which was 
the breadth of the tabernacle. 
2 And the breadth of the door was ten cubits; and 


the fides of the door cere five cubits on the one fide, 
and 


ey Generaru Reruectrions on Chap. XL. 

The difcovery of Solomon’s temple to Ezekiel, and the deftruction 
of, the fecond being foretold, denotes the fading glory of all terreitrial 
obje@s; the confideration of which thould animate us to afpire 
after thofe durable and fubftantial joys which God has prepared for 


thofe that love and obey him, 
COMMENTARY 
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“Before that fide: and the little chambers were fix cubits on {|} arches thereof round about: it was fifty cubits long, Before 
CHRIST ¢his fide, and fix cubits on that fide. and five and twenty cubits broad. SERIE. 
+ 34 And the arches thereof were toward the outward 47* 


The chambers for the priefls. 


{ the length thereof, and the wails thereof, evere of wood: Before 


The ornaments of the temple. EZEKIEL. 


Betore and five cubits on the other fide: and he meafured the 


CHRIST length thereof, forty cubits: and. the breadth, twenty 


cubits. ; 

Then went he inward, and meafured the poft of 
the door, two cubits; and the door, fix cubits; and 
the breadth of the door, feven cubits. 

4 So he meafured the length thereof, twenty cubits ; 
and the breadth, twenty cubits, beforethe temple: and 
he faid unto me, This #3 the moft holy place. 

s After he meafured the wall of the houfe, fix cu- 
bits; and the breadth of every fide chamber, four cubits, 
round about the honfe on every fide. 

6 And the fide chamber were three, one over another, 
and thirty in order ; and they entered into the wall 
- which was of the houfe for the fide chambers round 
about, that they might have hold, but they had not 
hold in the wall of the houfe. 

7 And ibere was an enlarging, and a winding about 
Rill upward to the fide chambers: for the winding 
about of the houfe went ftill upward round about the 
houfe: therefore the breadth of the houfe was fli//up- 


ward, and fo increafed from the loweft chamber to the 


higheft by the midf. 

8 I faw alfo the height of the houfe round about : 
the foundations of the fide chambers were a full reed of 
fix great cubits, 

9 The thicknefs of the wall, which was for the fide 
chamber without, was five cubits : and shat which was 
left was the place of the fide chambers that were within. 

ro And between the chambers was the widene(s of 
twenty cubits round about the houfe on every fide. 

11 And the doors of the fide chambers were toward 
the place that was left, one door toward the north, and 
another door toward the fouth : and the breadth of the 
place that was left zvas five cubits round about. 

12 Now the building that was before the feparate 
place at the end toward the weft was feventy cubits 
broad; and the wall of the building was five cubits 
thick round about, and the length thereof ninety cubits. 

13 So he meafured the honfe, an hundred cubits 
lang; and the feparate place, and the building, with 
the walls thereof, an hundred cubits long ; 

14 Alfo the breadth of the face of the houfe, and 
of the feparate place toward the eaft, an hundred cubits. 

15 And he meafured the length of the building over 
againt{t the feparate place which was behind it, and the 
galleries thereof on the one fide and on the other fide, 
an hundred cubits, with the inner temple, and ‘the 

porches of the court; 

16 The door pofts, and the narrow windows, and 
the galleries round about on their three ftories, cver 
againft the door, cieled with wood round about, and 
from the ground up to the windows, and the windows 
were covered : 

17 Tothat abovethedoor, even unto the inner houfe, 
and without, and by all the wall round about within and 
without, by meafure. 

18 And # wes made with cherubims and palm trees, 
fo that a palm tree was between a cherub and a che- 
rub; and every cherub had two faces; 

19 So that the face of a man was toward the palm 
tree on the one fide, and the face of a young lion to- 
ward the palm tree on the other fide: it was made 
through all the honfe round about. 

20 From the ground unto above the door were che- 
rubims and palm trees made, and oy the wall of the 
temple. 

at The pofts of the temple were fquared, aud the 
face of the fanctuary ; the appearance of the one as the 
appearance of the other. 


22 The altar of wood was three cubits high, and the 


length thereof two cubits; and the corners thereof, and 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XLI. XLIL 


SLI. 12 Now the building, &c.] ‘This was a wall or inclofure, 
thar feparated the courts, where the priefts refided, from the temple. 


and he faid unto me, This zs the table that /s before the ae 
cy 


Lorp. 

23 And the remple and the fan@uary had two doors, 

24 And the doors had two leaves apiece, two turning 
leaves ; two /eaves for the one door, and two leaves for 
the other. door. . 

25 And there were made on them, on the doors of 
the temple, cherubims and palm trecs, like as were 
made upon the walls; and there were thick planks upon 
the face of the porch without. 

26 And there were narrow windows and palm trees 
on the one fide and on the other fide, on the fides of the 
porch, and wpen the fide chambers of the houfe, and 
thick planks. . 
CHAP. XLI. 

1 The chambers for the priefis. 13 The ufz thereof. 
15 Zhe meafures of the outward court. 


HEN he broughe me forth into the utter court, 


the way toward the north: and he brought me 
into the chamber that was over again{t the feparate 
place, and which was before the building toward the 
north. 

2 Before the length of an hundred cubits was the 
north door, and the breidth was fitty cubits. 

3 Over againit the twenty cubits which were for the 
inner court, and over againft the pavement which was 
for the utter court, was gallery againft gallery in three 
flories. 

4 And before the chambers was a walk of ten cubits 
breadth inward, a way of one cubic; and their doors 
toward the north. ‘ 

5 Now the upper chambers were fhorter: for the 
galleries were higher than thefe, than the lower, and than. 
the micddlemoft of the building. 

6 For they were in three fforres, bot had not pillars 
as the pillars of the courts: therefu — «he duiding was 
ftraitened more than the loweft and the middlemott from 
the ground. 

y And the wallthat was without over againft the 
chambers, toward the uiter court on the forepart of 
the chambers, the length thereof eas Gfty cubits. 

8. For the length of the chambers that were in the 
utter court was fifty cubits: and, lo, before the temple 
were an hundred cubits. ° 

g And from under thefe chambers was the entry on 
theeaft fide, asone goethinto them from the utter court. 

1o The chambers were in the thicknefs of the wall 
of the court roward the eaft, over againit the feparate 
place, and over againft the building. 

11 And the way before them was like the appear- 
ance of the chambers which were toward the north, as 
long as they, amd as broad as they : and all their goings 
out were both according to their fafhions, and accord- 
ing to their doors. 

12 And according to the doors of the chambers that 
were toward the fouth was a door in the head of the 
way, even the way diredtly before the wall toward the 
eait, as one entereth into chem. 

12 § Then faid he unto me, The north chambers 
and the fouth chambers, which ave before the feparate 
place, they be holy chambers, where the priefts that 
approach unto the Lorp fhall eat the moft holy things: 
there fhall they lay the moit holy things, and the meat 
offering, and the fin offering, and the trefpafs offering 3 
for the place 7s holy. 

14 When the priefis enter therein, then fhall they 
not go out of the holy p/ace into the utter court, but 
there they fhall lay their garments wherein they mini- 
fter; for they are holy; and fhall put on other gar- 
ments, and fhall approach to thofe things which are for 
the people. 

Pp 15 Now 

a 
XLIT. 14 There shey foall lay their garments, &e.] The prieftly 
arments were only to be ufed in the time of their miniftration. St. 
eae tells us, thatethe clergy of his age wore a diftinét habit from 


the laity, at the time of their performing the public offices of religion. 
x GENERAL 


God's glory returneth into the temple. CHAP. XLIII. XLIV. The model and law of the houfe. 


Before 


15 Now when he had made an end of meafuring the 


CHRIST inner houfe, he brought me forth toward the gate whofe 


$74 


profpect is toward the eaft, and meafured it round 
about. 

16 He meafured the eaft fide with the meafuring 
reed, five hundred reeds, with the meafuring reed round 
about. 

‘a7 He meafured the north fide, five hundred reeds, 
with the meafuring reed round about. 

18 He meafured the fouth fide, five hundred reeds, 
with the meafuring reed. 

19 He turned abour to the weft fide, and meafured 
five hundred reeds with the meafuring reed. 

20 He meatured it by the four fides: it had a wall 
round about, five hundred reeds Jong, and five hundred 
broad, to make a feparation between the fanctuary and 
the profane place. 

CHA P. XLIIL. 
x The glory of God returneth into the temple. 7 God promi- 
feth to dwell there, if the peopie will put away their fins. 
FLERWAKD he brought me to the gate, even 
the gate that looketh toward the eait : 

2 And, behold, the glory of the God of Ifrael came 
from the way of the eaft: and his voice was like a noife 
of many waters: and the earth fhined with his glory. 

3 And it was according to the appearance of the 
vifion which I faw, even according to the vifion that I 
faw when I came to deftroy the city: and the vifions 
were like the vifion that I faw by the river Chebar; and 
1 fell upon my face. 

4 And the glory of the Lorp came into the houfe by 
the way of the gate whofe profpect is toward the eaft. 

5 So the fpirit took me up, and brought me into the 
inner court; and, behold, the glory of the Lorp filled 
the houfe. 

6 And I heard dim {peaking unto me out of the 
houfe; and the man ftood by me. 

7 4 And he faid unto me, Son .of man, the place of 
my throne, and the place of the foles of my feet, where 
I will dwell inche mid& of the children of Ifrael for 
ever, and my holy name, fhall the houfe of Ifracl no 
more defile, neither they, nor their kings, by their 
whoredom, nor by the carcafes of their kings in their 
high places. 

8 Intheir fetting of their threfhold by my threfholds, 
and their poft by my pofts, and the wall between me 
and them, they have even defiled my holy name by 
their abominations that they have committed : where- 
fore I have confumed them in mine anger. 

9 Now let them put away their whoredom, and the 
carcafes of their kings, far from me, and I will dwell 
in the midft of them for ever. 

10 YF Thou fon of man, fhew the houfe to the honfe 
of Ifrael, that, they may be afhamed of their iniquities: 
and let them meafure the pattern. 

i1 And if they be afhamed of all that they have 
done, fhew them the form of the houfe, and the fafhion 
thereof, and the goings out thereof, and the comings in 
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the ordinances 
thereof, and all the forms thereof, and all the laws 
thereof: and write f in their fight, that they may keep 
the whole form thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, 
and do them. 

12 This zs the law of the houfe; Upon the top of 
the mountain the whole limit thereof round about /hal/ 
be mott holy. Behold, this zs the law of the houfe. 

13 Q And thefe are the meafures of the altar after 
the cubits: The cubit zs a cubit and a hand breadth ; 
even the bottom /oa//be a cubit, and the breadtha cubit, 
and the border thereof by the edge thereof round about 





Generar ReFrectrions on Chap. XLI. XLII. 

By the fymme ry ‘and exaéinefs of every part of the temple, we are 
favehe that the Almighty is a God of order; let us therefore ap- 
proach him with reverence and humility ; and blefs him, that the 
wall of carnal ordinances being broken down, the way of ialva- 
tion is made plain by the gofpel. 


ale bea fpan: and this /ball de the higher place of the 
altar, 

14 And from the bottom wpoz the ground even to’ 
the lower fettle /ba// be two cubits, and the breadth one 
cubic; and from the leffer fettle even to the greater fet 
tle fhall be four cubits, and the breadth one cubit. 

15 So the altar foal] de four cubits; and from the 
altar and upward /ba// be four horns. 

16 And the altar /hall be twelve cubits long, twelve 
broad, fquare in the four fquares thereof. 

17 And the fettle jail be fourteen cubits long and 
fourteen broad in the four fquares thereof; and the 
border about it /ball be half a cubit; and the botrom 
thereof /hal/ be a cubit about ; and his ftairs fhall look 
toward the eaft. 

184 And he faid unto me, Son of man, thus faith 
the Lord Gop; Thefe are the ordinances of the altar 
in the day when they fhall make it, to offer burnt offer- 
ings thereon, and to fprinkle blood thereon. 

19 And thou fhalt give to the priefts the Levites 
that be of the feed of Zadok, which approach unto 


me, to minifter unto me, faith the Lord Gop, a young 


bullock for a fin offering. 

go And thou fhalr take of the blood thereof, and 
put 7f on the four horns of it, and on the four corners 
of the fettle, and upon the border round about : ihus 
fhalt thou cleanfe and purge ir. 

21 Thou fhalt take the bullock alfo of the fin offer- 
ing, and-he fhall burn it in the appointed place of the 
houfe, without the fanctuary. 

22 And on the fecond day thou fhalt offer a kid of 
the goats without blemith for 2 fin offering ; and they 
fhall cleanfe the altar, as they did cleanfe it with the 
bullock. 

23 When thou haft made an end of cleanfing it, thou 
fhalt offer a young bullock without blemifh, and aram 
out of the flock without blemifh. 

24 And thou fhalt offer them before the Lorp, and 
the priefts fhall caft falt upon them, and they fhall 
offer them up for a burnt offering unto the Lorp. 

26 Seven days fhalt thou prepare every day a goat 
for a fin offering: they fhall alfo prepare a young bul- 
lock, and a ram out of the flock, without blemifh. 

26 Seven days fhall they purge the altar and purify 
it; and they fhall confecrare themfelves. 

27 And when thefe days are expired, it fhall be, 
that upon the eighth day, and /o forward, the priefts 
fhall make your burnt offerings upon the altar, and 
your peace offerings; and 1 will accept you, faith the 
Lord Gop. 

“CHAP. XLIV. 
1 The prince’s gate. 4 The priefs reproved for polluting 
the fancdluary. 17 Ordinances for the priefts. 
HEN he brought me back the way of the gate 
of the outward fanctuary which looketh toward 
the eaft ; and it was fhur. 

2 Then faid the Lorp unto me; This gate fhall be 
fhut, it {hall not be opened, and no man thal} enter in 
by it; becaufe the Lorp, the God of Hfrael, hath en- 
tered in by it, therefore it fhall be fhut. 

3 Itis for the prince; the prince, he fhall fit in it 


‘to eat bread before the Lorn; he fhall enter by the 


way of the porch of ¢haé gate, and fhall go out by the 
way of the fame. 

4 4 Then brought he me the way of the north gate 
before the houfe: and I looked, and, behold, the glory 
of the Lorn filled the houfe of the Lorp: and I fell 
upon my face. 

5 And the Lorp faid unto me, Son of man, mark 
well, and behold with thine eyes, and hear with thine 

ears 


—_—— 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XLIII. XLIV. 
XLIU. 7 7 will dawell in the midft of the children of Ifrael for 
ever, &¢.] ‘This points out to us the purity and fpirituality of the 
kingdom of the Meiliah, the end of whofe coming was, to deftroy 
the kingdom of Satan, and to reign in the hearts of his people. 
XLIV. 9 Itis for the prince, &c.) This paffage refers to Chrift, 
who was anointed to be a prince and a Saviour. 
37 And 


c 


Refore 
HRIST 


574* 


The ordinances of the altar. “EZEKIEL. The portion of land for the fanétucry. 





23 «ind they fhall reach my people the diffrence be- Before 


Before ears all that I fay unto thee concernirig all the ordi- 
tween the holy and profane, and caufe them to difcern ree 


“574 ances of the houfe of the Lorp, and all the laws there- 


of; and mark well the entering in of the houfe, with 
every going forth of the fanctuary. 

6 And thou fhale fay to the rebellious, even to the 
houfe of Ifrael, Thus faith the Lord Gon; O yc houfe 
of Ifrael, let it fuffice you of all your abommnations, 

97 In that ye have brought into my fen@uary ftrangers, 
uncircumcifed in heart, and uncircumcifed in fleth, to 
be in my fanctuary, to pollute it, evez my houle, when 
ye offer my bread, the fat and the blood, and they have 
broken my covenant becaufe of all your abominaiions. 

8 And ye have nor kept the charge of mine holy 
things: but ye have fet keepers of my charge in my 
fanctuary for yourfelves. 

9 @ Thus faith the Lord Gop ; No ftranger, un- 
circumcifed in heart, nor uncircumcifed in fleth, fhal! 
eater into my fanctuary, of any ftranger that és among 
the children of Ifrael. 

10 And the Levites that are gone av" far from me, 
when Ifrael went aftray, which wen .tray from me 
after their idols; they thall even bear their iniquity. 

_ _ in Yet they fhall be minifters in my fanctuary, saving 
charge at the gates of the houfe, and miniftering to the 
houfe: they fhall flay the burnt offering and the facritice 
for the people, and they fhall ftand before thein to mi- 
niftcr unto them. 

12 Becaufe they miniftered unto them before their 
idols,and caufed the houfe of Ifrael to fall into iniquity; 
therefore have 1 lifted up mince hand againft th.m, faith 
the Lord Gop, and they fhall bear their iniquity. 

13 And they fhallf not come near unto me, to do 
the office of a prieft unto me, nor tocome near to any 
of my holy things, in the moft holy places but they 
fhall bear their fhame, and their abominations which 
they have committed. 

14 But I will make them keepers of the charge of 
the houfe, for all the fervice thercof,-and for all that 
fhall be done therein. 

15 But the priefts the Levites, the fon of Zadok, 
that kept the charge of my fanctuary when the children 
of Ifrael went aftray from me, they fhall come near to 
me to minifter unto me, and they fhall fiand before 
me to offer unto me the fat and the blood, faith the 
Lord Gop: 

16 They fhall enter into my fanctuary, and they 
fhall come near to my table, to minifter unto me, and 
they fhall keep my charge. 

17 ¥ And it fhall come to pafs, that when they enter 
in at the gates of the inner court, they fhal! be clothed 
with linen garments ; and no wool fhall com: upon 
them, whiles they minifter in the gates of the inner 
court, and within. 

¥8 They fhall have linen bonnets upon their heads, 
and fhall have linen breeches upon their loins; they fhall 
not gird them/felves with any thing that caufeth {weat. 

tg And when'they go forth into the utter court, 
even into the utter court of the people, they fhall pur 
off their garments wherein they. miniftered, and lay 
them in the holy chambers, and they fhall puz on other 
garments; and they fhall not fanctify the people with 
their garments. 

20 Neither fhall they fhave their heads, nor fuffer 
their locks to grow long; they thall only poll their 
heads. 

21 Neither fhall any prieft drink wine, when they 
enter into the inner court. 

22 Neither fhall they take for their wives a widow, 
nor her that is putaway: but they fhall take maidens 
of the feed of the houfe of Ifracl, or a widow that had 
a prieft before. 





17 And it foall come to pafs, &e.] This and the fubfequent verfes 
are to be underftood in a metaphorical fenfe, and to denote the holi- 
ne.s and piety of true minitters under the gofpel difpenfation.- 

Generat Rerurctrions on Chap. XLIIF. XLIV. 
Here are recommended a reverential awe of the Divine Majelty; a 

‘ 3 


between the uncican and the clean. 

24 And in controverfy they tha‘! ftand in judgment; 
and they thall judse it according ro thy judgments: acd 
they fhall keep my laws and my ftatures in all nitne 
affemblies ; aid they fhall hallow my fabaris. 

2§ And they thall come at no deat p:rfon to defile 
themfelves: but for father, or for mo_her, or for fon, 
or for daughter, for brother, or for fier tha. hach sad 
no huiband, they may defile rhem{el ves. 

26 And after he is cleanfed, they tha!] reckon unto 
him feven days. 

27 And in the day that he goeth into the fanctunry, 
unto the inner court, to minifter in the fanetuary, he 
fhali offer his fin offering, faith the Lord Gop. 

28 And it fhall be unto them for an inheritance: I 
am their mivcritance: and ye fhatl give them no pof- 
feifion in Ifrael: 1 ai their poffeffion. 

2g They fhall eat the meat offering, and the fin 
oficring, and the trefpafs offering ; and every dedicated 
thing in ifracl fhall be their’s. 

3° And the firit of all the firft fruits of all shines, 
and every oplation of all, of every fort of your obla- 
tions, thall be the priett’s : ye fhall alfo give unto the 
prict the firft of your dough, that he may caufe the 
blefiing to reft in thine houfe. 

34 whe pricft fhali not eat ofany thing thar is dead 
of itlef, or torn, whether it be fowl or beaft. 
CHAP. XLV. 

1 The portion of land for the fur: Puary, 6 for the city, 7 and 
or the prince. g Ordinances for the prince. 
ORHOVER, when ye fhall divide by lot the 
land for inheritance, ye iliall offer an oblation 
unto che Lorp, an holy portion of the land: the length 
Joall be the length of five and twenty thoufand reeds, 
and the breadth /hall be ten thouland. This fall be 
holy in all the borders thereof round about. 

2 Of this there fhall be for the fanctuary five hun- 
dred ix length, with five hundred m breadth, fquare 
round abcut; and fifty cubits round about for the 
{uburbs thercof. 





3_And of this meafure fhalt thou meafure the length 
of five and twenty thoufand, and the breadth of ten 
thoufand : and in tc fhail be the fanctuary ezd the moft 
holy place 

4 Lhe holy portion of the land ihall be for the priefts 
tne minifters of the fanctuary, which fhali come near to 
miniticr unto the Lorp: and it thall be a place for 
their houfes, and an holy place for the fanctuary. 

5 And the five and twenty thoufand of length, and 
the ten thoufand of breadth, fhall alfo the Levites, the 
minifters of the houfe, have tor themfelves, for a pof- 
fefiion for twenty chambers. 

6 {| And ye thall appoint the poffeffion of the city 
five thoufand broad, and five and twenty thoufand long, 
over againft the oblation of the holy poréiou: it thall be 
tor the whole houfe of Lrael. 

7 YF And a@ portion fball be for the prince on the one 
fide and on the other fide of the oblation of the holy 
portion, and of the poffeffion of the city, before the ob- 
lation of the holy p-rézon, and before the poffeffion of 
the city, from the weit fide weftward, and trom the eaft 
fide eaftward: and the length /hall be over again{t one 
of the portions, from the weft border unto the eaft 
border. 

8 In the land fhall be his poffeffion-in Ifrael: and 
my princes fhall no more opprefs my people; and se 
ref of the land fhall they give to the noufe of Ifraelac- 
cording to their tribes. { i 

9 §] Thys faith the Lord Gop; Let it fuffice you, 

O princes 





ing we 
quali- 
of the 


holy jealoufy over ourfelves in all our actions and 
are furrounded by fo many temptations; and the 
‘fications of thofeé who take upon them the imp 


miniftry. 
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Ordinances .for the prince 


Before Q princes of Ifrael: remove violence and fpoil, and ex- 
CHRIST ecute judgment and juftice, take away your exactions 


574 


from my people, faith the Lord Gop. 

10 Ye thall havejuft balances, and a juft ephah, and 
ajuft bath. | 

11 The ephah and the bath hall be of one meafure, 
that the bath may contain the tenth part of an homer, 
and the ephah the tenth part of an homer: the meafure 
thereof fhall be after che homer 

12 And the thekel /bal/ de twenty gerahs: twenty 
fhekels, five and twenty fhekels, fitteen fhekels, fhall 
be your maneh. 

13 This zs the oblation that ye fhall offer; the fixth 
part of an ephah of an homer of wheat, and ye fhall 
give the fixth part of an ephah of an homer of barley : 

14. Concerning the ordinance of oil, the bath of oil, 
ge feall offer the tenth part of a bath out of the cor, 
which is an homer of ten baths; for ten baths are an 
homer: 

1g And one lamb out of the Hock, out of two hun- 
dred, out of the fat paftures of Ifrael; for a meat offer- 
ing, and for a burnt offering, and for peaceofferings, to 
make reconciliation for them, faith the Lord Gop. 

16 All the people of the land {hall give this oblation 
for the prince in Ifrael. 

t7 And it fhall be the prince’s part Zo give burnt 


” offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings, in 


the feafts, and in the new moons, and in the fabbaths, 
in all folemnities of the houfe of Ifrael: he fhall pre- 
pare the fin offering, and the meat offering, and the 
burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to make recon- 
cihation for the houfe of Ifrael. ; 

18 Thus faith the Lord Gob; In the firft month; in 
the firfl day of the month, thou fhalt take a young bul- 
Jock without blemifh, and cleanfe the fanétuary: 

1g And the prieft fhall take of the blood of the fin 
offering, and put zt upon the pofts of the houfe, and 
upon the four corners of the fettle of the altar, and upon 
the potts of the gate of the inner court. 

20 And fo thou fhalt do the feventh day of the month 
for every one that erreth, and for Aim that is fimple: fo 
fhall ye reconcile the houfe. 

2t Inthe firft month, in the fourteenth day of the 
month, ye fhall have.the paffover, a feafl of feven days; 
unleavened bread fhall be eaten. 

22 And upon that day fhall che prince prepare for 
himfelf and for all the people of the land a bullock. 

Jor a fin offering, z 

23 And feven days of the feaft he fhall prepare a 
burnt offering to the Lorn, feven bullocks and feven 
yams without blemith daily the feven days; and akid 
of the goats daily for a fin offering. 

24 And he fhall prepare a meat offering of an ephah 
for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram and an hin of oil 
for an ephah. 

25 In the feventh month, in the fifteenth day of the 
snonth, fhall he do the like in the feaft of the feven 
days, according to the fin offering, according to the 
burnt offering, and according to the meat offering, and 
according to the oil. 

; CHAP. XLVI. 
« Ordinances for the prince in his worfbip, 9 and for the 
people. 16 The prince’s inheritance. 19 The courts for 
boiling and baking. 
HUS faith the Lord Gop; The gate of the inner 
court that looketh toward the eaft fhall be fhut 
the fix working days; but on the fabbath it fhall be 
opened, and in-the day of the new moon it fhall be 
opened. 

2 And the prince fhall enter by the way of the porch 

of that‘gate without, and fhall ftand by the poft of the 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XLV. XLVI. 


XLV. rgiOut of the fat paflures, &c.] Thefe lambs were to 
be of the beft, as all other tythes and offerings to God. 
16 Give rhis oblaticn for the prince, &e.] Rather, with the prince, 
ae was to join the people in making thefe ablations. 
"Nos 55. 


CHAP. XLVI. 





and for the people, in their worfhip. 


: : ‘ Bek 
gate, and the priefts fhall prepare his burnt offering aoe ae. 


his peace offerings, and he fhall worthip at the threfhol 
of the gate: then he fhall go forth ; but the gate fhall 


' not be fhut until the evening. 


3 Likewife the people of the land fhall worfhip at 
the door of this gate before the Lorp in the fabbaths 
and in the new moons. : 

4 And in the burnt offering that the prince fhall offer 
unto the Lorp in the fabbath day /ha// be fix lambs 
without blemifh, and a ram without blemith. 

5 And the meat offering /ball be an ephah for a ram, 
and the meat offering for the lambs as he fhall be able 
to give, and an hin of oil.to an ephah. : 

6 And in the day of the new moon it /aall bea young 
bullock without blemifh, and fix lambs, and a ram: 
they fhal? be without blemitfh. 

7 And he fhall prepare a meat offering, an ephah 
for a bullock, and an ephah for a ram, and for the 
lambs according as his hand fhall attain unto, andan . 
hin of oil to an ephah. 

8 And when the prince fhall enter, he fhall go in 
by the way of the porch of #hat gate, and he fhall go 
forth by the way thereof. 

9 Y But when the people of the land fhall come be- 
fore the Lorp in the folemn feafts, he that entereth in 
by the way of the north gate to worfhip fhall go out 
by the way of the fouth gate ; and he that entereth by 
the way of the fouth gate fhall go forth by the way of 
the north gate: he fhall nog return by the way of the 
gate whereby he came in, but fhall go forth over 
againtft it. 

10 Andthe prince in the midft of rhem, when they go 
in, fhall goin; and when they go forth, fhall go forth. 

ax And in the feafts and in the folemnities the meat 
offering fhall be an ephah to a bullock, and an ephah 
toa ram, and to the lambsas heis able to give, and an 
hin of oil to an ephah. 

12 Now when the prince fhall prepare a voluntary 
burnt offering or peace offerings voluntarily unto the 
Lorp, ove fhall then open him the gate that looketh 
toward the eaft, and he {hall prepare his burnt offer- 
ing and his peace offerings, as he did on the fabbath 
day: then he fhall go forth; and after his going forth 
one thal) fhut the gate. . 

13 Thou fhalt daily prepare a burnt offering unto 
the Lorp, ofa lamb of the firft year without blemith: 
thou fhalt prepare it every morning. ‘ 

14 And thou fhalt prepare a meat offering for it 
every morning, the fixth part of an ephah, and the 
third part of an hin of oil, to temper with the fine fours 
a meat offering continually by a perpetual ordinance 
unto the Lorp. 

15 Thus fhall they prepare the lamb, and the meat 
offering, and the oil, every morning for a continual 
burnt offering. 

164 Thus faich the Lord Gon; If the prince give 
a gift unto any of his fons, rhe inheritance thereof thall 
be his fons’ ; 1t_/al/ be their poffeffion by inheritance. 

17 But if he give a gift of his inheritance to one of 
his fervants, then it fhall be his to the year of liberty; 
after it fhall return to the prince : but his inheritance 
fhall-be his fons’ for them. : 

18 Moreover the prince fhall not take of the peo- 
ple’s inheritance by oppreffion, to thruft them out of 
their poffeffion ; Suz he fhall give his fons’ inheritance 
out of his own poffeffion: that my people be not fcat~ 
tered every man from his poffeffion. 

19 @ After he brought me through the entry, which 
was at the fide of the gate, into the holy chambers of 
the priefts, which looked toward the north : and, be~ 


hold, there was a place on the two fides weftward. 
. zo Then 


ee tat oEnaLeEERn 
XLVI. 3 The people of she land foall worfbip at the door, &c.] 7 
Thefe words point to the kingdom of the Mefliah, whofe believing 
fabjeéts are to worthip with chearful hearts and becoming reverence. 
Q Shall go out by the way of the fouth gate, &c.] To have gone out 
the fame way, would have been tarning their backs upon God and the 


f his refidence, 
ssa Gsngeas 





- The vifion of the holy waters. 


Before 





20 Then faid he unto me, This is the place where 


CHRIST the priefts fhall boil rhe trefpafs offering and the fin 


offering, where they fhall bake the meat offering ; that 
they bear /bem not out into the utter court, to fanctify 
the people. e 

21 Then he brought me forth into the utter court, 
and caufed me to pafs by the four corners of the 
court; and, behold, in every corner of the court shere 
was a court. 

22 Inthe four corners of the court there were courts 
joined of forty ‘cuéits long and thirty broad: thefe four 
corners were of one meafure. ; 

23 And ¢here was a row of building round about in 
them, round about them four, and 7# was made with 
boiling places under the rows round about. 

24. Then faid he unto me, Thefe are the places of 
them that boil, where the minifters of the houfe fhall 
boil the facrifice of the people. 

CHAP. XLVI. 
1 The vifion of ihe boly waters. 6 The virtue of them. 
13 The borders of the land. 22 The divifion of it by lot. 

FTERWARD he brought me again unto the 

door of the houfe; and, behold, waters iffued 
out from under the threfhold of the houfe ecaftward: 
for the forefront of the houte /2ood foward the caft, and 
the waters came down from under from the right fide 
of the houfe, at the fouth /de of the altar. 

2 Then brought he me out of the way of the gate 
northward, and Ied me about the way without unto the 
utter gate by the way that locketh eaftward; and, be- 
hold, there ran out waters on the right fide. 

And when the man that had the line in his hand 
went forth caltward, he meafured a thoufand cubits, 
and he brought me through the waters; the waters were 
to the ancles. 

4. Again he meafured a thoufand, and brought me 


through the waters; the waters were to the knees. - 


Again he meafured a thoufand, and brought me 
& , Ss 
through ; the waters were to the loins. 

5 Afterward he meafured a thoufand ;. and it was a 


river that I could not pafs over: for the waters were 


rifen, waters to {wim in, a river that could not be pafied 
over. 

6 ¥& And he faid unto me, Son of man, haft thou 
feen this ? Then he brought me, and caufed me to re- 
turn to the brink of the river. 

7 Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of 
the river were very many trees on the one fide and on 
the other. 

8 Then faid he unto me, Thefe waters iffue out to- 
ward the eaft country, and go down into the defart, and 
go into the fea: which écing brought forth into the fea, 
the waters fhall be healed. ; 

g And it fhall come to pafs, that every thing that 
liveth, which moveth, whitherfoever the rivers fhall 
come, fhall live: and there fhall bea very great multi- 
tude of fifth, becaufe thefe waters fhall come thizher : 
for they fhall he healed ; and every thing fhall live 
whither the river cometh. 

ro And ir fhall come to pafs, shat the fifhers fhall 
ftand upon it from En-gedi even unto En-eglaim; they 
fhall be a place to fpread forth nets ; their fith fhall be 
according to their kinds, as the fifth of the great fea, 
exceeding many. 

11 But the miry places thereof and the marifhes 
thereof fhall not be healed ; they fhall be given to falr. 

12 And by the river upon the bank thereof, on this 
fide and on that fide, fhall grow all trees for meat, 
whofe leaf fhall not fade, neither fhall the fruit thereof 


_ be confumed: it fhall bring forth new fruit according 





GeneERAL Rerrectrons on Chap. XLV. XLVI. 


The care God here took to prevent the Jews falling into idolatry, 
fhould be a caution to every minifter of the gofpel to watch over 

* their flock, and preferve them from falfe doctrines, and fee that 
they order their converfation aright, ~ 


EZEKIEL. 





The divifion of the land by lot. 


to ern. 


same 


to his months, becaufe their waters they iffued out of Pefore 


the fanctuary : and the fruit thereof fhall be for meat 
and the leaf thereof for medicine. 

13 Thus faith the Lord Gop; This /Lall de the 
border, whereby ye fhall inherit the land according to 
the twelve tribes of Ifrael: Jofeph fhall have two por- 
tions. 

14 And ye fhall inherit ir, one as well as another: 
concerneng the which I lifted up mine hand to give it 
unto your fathers: and this land fhall fall unto you 
for inheritance. 

15 And this /oall be the border of the land toward 
the north fide, from the great fea, the way of Hethlon, 
as men go to “edad; . 

16 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim,which #s between the 
dSorder of Damafcus and the border of Hamath; Hazar- 
hatiicon, which 7s by the coaft of Hauran. ; 

17 And the border from the fea fhall be Hazar-enan, 
the border of Damafeus, and the nerth northward, and 
the border of Hamath. And ¢bis is the north fide. 

18 And the eaft fide ye thall meafure from Idauran, 
and from Damafcus, and from Gilead, and from the 
land of Hrael 4y Jordan, from the border unto the calt 
fea. And sis zs the caft fide. 

1g And the fouth fide fouthward, from Tamar even 
to the waters of {trite 7x Kadeth, the river to the great 
fea. And /bis zs the fouth fide fouthward. 

20 The weft fide alfo hall 2 the great fea from the 
border, till a.man come over againft Hamath. This 
zs the weft fide. 

21 So fhall ye divide this Jand unto you according 
to the tribes of Ifrael. 

22 G And it fhall come to pafs, ¢hat ye fhall divide 
it by tot for an inheritance uuto you, and to the 


ftrangers that fojourn among you, which thall beget 


ch.idren among you: and they fhall be unto you as 
born in the country among the children ot Ifracl ; they 
fhall haveinheritance with youamong thetribesof I fracl. 

23 And it fhall come to pats, /bat in what tribe the 
ftranger fojournceth, there {hall ye give biw his inheri- 
tance, faith the Lord Gop, 

CHAP. XLVIII. 

1,2, 3 The portions of the twelve tribes, 8 of the fanduary, 

15 of the city and fuburbs, 2% and of the price. 

OW thefe are the names of the tribes. From the 

north end to the coaft of the way of Hethlon, as 

one goeth to Hamath, Hazar-enan, the bordcr of Da- 

mafcus northward, to the coaft of Hamath; for thefe 
are his fides eaft and weft ; a portion for Dan. 

2 And by the border of Dan, from the eaft fide unto 
the weft fide, a portion for Afher. 

3 And by the border of Afher, from the eaft fide 
even unto the weft fide, a portion for Naphtali. 

4. And by the border of Naphtali, from the ecaft fide 
unto the weft fide, a pertion for Manaffch. 

§ And by the border of Manaffeh, from the eaft fide 
unto the weft fide, a portion for Ephraim. 

6 And by the border of Ephraim, from the eaft fide 
even unto the weft fide, a porlicn for Reuben, 

7 And by the border of Reuben, from the caft fide 
even unto the weft fide, a portion for Judah. 

8 q And by the border of Judah, from the eaft fide 
unto the weft fide, fhall be the offering which ye fhall 
offer of five and twenty thoufand reeds in breadth, and 
in length as one of the ofber parts, from the eaft fide 
unto the weft fide: and the fanctuary fhall be in the 
midft of it. 

g The oblation that ye fhall offer unto the Lornp 
foall £e of five and twenty thou.and in length, and of 


ten thoufand in breadth. 
to And 








e 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES ow Chap. XLVI: XLVIII. 
XLVIT. 10 The ffhers fhall fland upen it, &c.] The apoftles, 


who were literally fithermen, fhall win many to the truth. Great part 
of this chapter alludes to the preaching of the gufpel, which was to ve 
promulgated to all nations; fee ver. 22. 

. XLVI. 


CHRisr 
2 - 


é 


The portion of the fanéiuary, Gc. 


Before 





10 And for them, even for the priefts, fhall be this 


.cCHRISTholy oblation ; toward the north five and twenty thou- 


587 


Before 


fand im /eneth, and toward the weft ten thoufand in 
breadth, and roward the eaft ten thoufand in breadth, 
and toward the fouth five and twenry thouland in 
lenyth : and the fanctuary of the Lorp thall be in the 
midft thercof. ; 

11 Jt fhall be for the priefts that are fanctified of the 
fons of Zadok; which have kept my charge, which 
went nocaftray when the children of Ifrael went aftray, 
as the Levires went aftray. 

22 And ¢izs oblation of the land that is offered fhall 
be unto tiem a thing moit holy by the border of the 
Levites. . 

13. And over againft the border of the pricfts the 
Levites foal bave five and twenty thoufand in length, 
and ten thoufand in breadth : all the length /b7/f ée five 
and twenty thoufand, and the breadth ten thoufand. 

14. And they thall nor fell of it, neither exchange, 
nor alicnate the firft-truits of the land; for sis holy 
unto the Lorp. 

15 § And the five thoufand, that are Icft in the 
Eread b over againit the five and twenty thoufand, fhall 
be a profine pace for the city, for dwelling, and tor 
fuburbs: and che city fhall be in the midft thereof. 

16 And theTe foal’ be the meafures thereof; the 
north fide four thoufand and five hundred, ‘and the 
fouth fide fyuur thouiand and five hundred, and on the 
eaft fide tour tnoufand and five hundred, and the weft 
fide four thoufand and five hundred. 

17 nd the fuburbs of the city flall be toward the 
north two hundred and fifty, and toward the fouth two 
hundred anc fifty, and toward the eaft two hundred and 
fifty, and toward the weft two hundicd and fitty. 


18 And the refidue in length over againit the obla-" 


tion of the holy portion /hall be pen thuufand caflward, 
and ‘en thoufand weftward: and itthall be over againft 
the oblation of the holy portion ; and the increafe thereof 
fi-all be for food unto them that ferve the city. 

1g And they that ferve the city fhall ferve it out of 
all che tribes of Ifrael. 

20 Allthe oblation /ball be five and twenty thoufand 
by five and twenty thoufand : ye fhall offer the holy ob- 
lation fourfquare, with the poffeifion of the city. 

21 4 And the refidue /ba// ée for the prince, on the 
onc fide and on the other of the holy oblation, and of 








XLVILL. 35 The name of the city foall be, The Lord is there.} 
This prophecy 1s fulfilled in all trae believers, who are ftyled the tempic 
of the living God, an habitation of God, through the fp.rit; it may 
alfo allude to the appearance of the Lord the Meffiah, in his human 
nature. inthe fecond temple at Jerufalem; and may finally refer to the 
Wew Jerufalem, which God will make the perpetual refidence of his 
people, and dwell with them in a moft glorious manner, and make 
them happy w:th him for ever. 
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commer, cement 


CHAP. XLVIII. The dimenfions and gates of the city. 





the poffeffion of the city, over apainftt the five and Before 
twenty thoufand of the oblation towards the eatt bor- CHRIST 
der, and weftward overagainft the five and twenty thou. *”"" 
fand toward the weft border, over againft the portions 
for the prince: and it {hall be the holy oblation; and 
the fanctuary of the houfe /ha// be in the midift thercof. 

22 Moreover from the poffeflion of the Levitcs, and 
from the poffeffion of the city, being in the midfl of that 
which is the prince's, between the border of Judah and 


- the border of Benjamin, fhall be for the prince. 


23 Y As for the reft of the tribes, from the eaft fide 
unto the weft fide Benjamin jhall have a portion. 

24 And by the border of Benjamin, from the eaft 
fide unto the weft fide, Simeon jhall bave a portion. 

25 And by the border of Simeon, from the cait fide 
unto the weft fide, Iffachar'a portion. 

26 And by the border of Iffachar, from the caft fide 
unto the weft fide, Zebulun a portion. 

27 And by the border of Zebulun, from the eaft fide 
unto the weft fide, Gad a portion. 

28 And by the border of Gad, at the fouth fide 
fouthward, the border thall be even from Tamar unfo 
the waters of ftrife 72 Kadeth,<and to the river toward. 
the great fea. 

29 This zs the land which ye fhall divide by lor unto 
the tribes of Ifrael for inheritance, and thefe are their 
portions, faith tne Lord Gop. : 

oq and thefe are the goings out of the city on 
the north fide, four thoufand and five hundred mea- 
fures. 

31 And the gates of the city /hall be afier ihe names 
of the tribes of [frac] : three gates northward; one gare 
of Reuben, one gate of Judah, one pate of Levi. 

32 And ar the calt fide four thoufand an:} five hun- 
dred: and tree gates; and one pate of joieph, one 
gate of Benjamin, one gate of Dan. 

33 And at che fouth fide four thoufand and five hun- 
dred meafures : and three gates ; one gate of Simeon, 
one gate of Ifachar, one gate of Zebulun. : : 

34. At the weft fide four thoufand and five hundred 
with their three gates; one gate of Gad, one gare of 
Afher, one gate of Naphiali. 

35 Jt was round about eighteen thoufand meafures : 
and the name of the city from ¢hat day /hall be, Vhe 
Lé@xp is there. : 





Generar Refrectrons on Chap. XLVI. ALVIII, 

We may remark, upon the whole, that as Ezekiel was fent to pro- 
phely during the captivity, fo God hasin al: ages raifed up fome 
to be witneffes of his truth ; and comfort thofe who truft in him. 
But this prophecy has a mere peculiar reference to the Chriitian 
church, and the bledfings to be derived trom the fincere belief of 
the gof el, noth here and hereafter: to this end, Ict us diligently 
fearct: the fersptures. 





The Book of D A N IE L. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Daniel was deftended from the kings of Fudah, and carried captive to Babylon about the age of twenty. He was hiohly 
fevoured of God, and honoured by men. His prophecies are clear and explicit, his ftyle nervous aud corc'fe, and “is 7 
narrations and deferiptions natural, He fhews minutely the revolutions in the government of the world, dejeribes the 
fate of the Jews, and foretells the coming of the Meffiab. : 


—— —o——————————— 


CHAP. IL. 
1 Fehoiakim's captivity. 3 Daniel and his friends profper. 
N the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of 


CHRIST fF Judah came Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 


607, 


unto Jerufalem, and befieged it. ; 
2 And the Lorp gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into 


_of his god; and he brought the veffels into tie treature 


Lt is thought be died in Chatdea. 


his hand, with part of the-veffels of the houfe of God: Refore 


which he carried into the Jand of 35 .inar to tne houfecHRist 
296 


houfe of his god. 
And the king fpake unto Afhpenaz the mafter 
of his eunuchs, that he fhould bri.g certaim ot ae 
; chile 


The wifdom of Daniel and his compamons. DANIEL. 


Before 
CHRIST 
606. 


children of Ifrael, and of the king’s feed, and of the 
princes; 

4 Children in whom was no blemifh, but well fa- 
voured, and fkilful in all wifdom, and cunning in 
knowledge, and underftanding fcience, and fuch as had 


_ability in them to ftand in the king’s palace, and whom 


they might teach the learning and the tongue of the 
Chaldeans. : 

5 And the king appointed them a daily provifion of 
the king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: fo 
nourifhing them three years, that at the end thereof 
they might ftand before the king. 

6 Now among thefe were of the children of Judah, 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mifhael, and Azariah : 

7 Unto whom the prince of the eunuchs gave names : 
for he gave unto Daniel, the name of Beltefhazzar ; and 
to Hananiah, of Shadrach ; andto Mifhael, of Mefhach; 
and to Azariah, of Abed-nego. 

8 & But Daniel purpofed in his heart that he would 
not defile himfelf with the portion of the king’s meat, 
nor with the wine which he drank : therefore he re- 
quefted of the prince of tbe eunuchs that he might not 
defile himfelf. 

9 Now God had brought Daniel into favour and 


‘ tender love with the prince of the eunuchs. 


"603. 


ro And the prince of the eunuchs faid unto Da- 
niel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your 
meat and your drink: for why fhould he fee your faces 
worfe liking than the children which are of your fort? 
then fhall ye make me endanger my head to the king, 

11 Then faid Daniel to Melzar, whom the prince 
of the eunuchs had fet over Daniel, Hananiah, Mi- 
fhael, and Azariah, 

12 Prove thy fervants, I befeech thee, ten days; and 
Jet them give us pulfe to eat, and water to drink. 

13 Then let our countenances be looked upon be- 
fore thee, and the countenance of the children that eat 
of the portion of the king’s meat: and as thou feeft, 
deal with thy fervants. ; 

14 So he confented to them in this matter, and 
proved them ten days. 

15 And at the end of ten days their countenances 
appeared fairer and fatter in flefh than all the children 
which did eat the portion of the king’s meat. 

16 Thus Melzar took away the portion of their 
meat, and the wine that they fhould drink; and gave 
them pulfe. : 

17] As for thefe four children, God gave them 
knowledge and {kill in all learning and wifdom: and 
Daniel had underftanding 1n all vifions and dreams. 

18 Now at the end of the days that the king had 
faid he fhould bring them in, then the prince of the 
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 

19 And the king communed with them; and among 
them all was found none like Daniel, Hananiah, Mi- 
fhael, and Azariah: therefore ftood they before the 
king. 

zo And inall matters of wifdom and underftanding, 
that the king enquired of them, he found them ten 
times better than all the magicians and aftrologers that 
were in all his realm. 

2x And Daniel continued evex nto the frft year 


of king Cyrus. 
° CHAP. If. 


i Nebuchadnezzar forgetting his dream, 14 Daniel find- 
eth it. 31% Ihedream. 36 The interpretation. 
ND in the fecond year of the reign of Nebuchad- 
nezzar Nebuchadnezzar dreamed dreams, where- 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. 

4 Children in whom was no blemifo, &c.] Such youths as had 
the beft accomplifhments of body and mind. : 

8 Daniel purpofed in his heart, &c.] Daniel, and his friends, look- 
ing upon the provifions coming from the king’s table as no better than 
meats offered to-idols, abftained from them as unclean. 

20, 21 And in all matters of wifdam, &c.] Daniel [derived his 
‘knowledge from that God who is the fole fountain of it: being en- 
dued with divine wifdom, he was juftly preferred to the magicians, 
_who impofed upon the people. He continued ia office till 
Babylonith empire was overthrown by Cyrus. ; 

2 


ter the 


ee his fpirit was troubled, and his fleep brake from 
im. 

2 Then the king commanded to call the magicians, 
and the aftrologers, and the forcerers, and the Chal- 
deans, for to fhew the king his dreams. So they came 
and ftood before the king. ‘ 

3 And the king-faid unto them, I have dreamed a 
dream, and my {pit was troubled to know the dream. 

4 Then {pake the Chaldeans to the king in Syriack, 
O king, live forever: tell thy fervants the dream, and 
we will thew the interpretation. : 

5 The king anfwered and faid to the Chaldeans, The 
thing is gone from me: if ye will not make known 
unto me the dream, with the interpretation thereof, ye 
fhall be cut in picces, and your houfes fhall be made a 
dunghill. 

6 But if ye fhew the dream, and the interpreta 
tion thereof, ye fhall receive of me gifts and rewards 
and great honour: therefore fhew me the dream, and 
the interpretation thereof. 

7 They anfwered again and faid, Let the king tell 
his fervants the dream, and we will fhew rhe interpre- 
tation of it. 

8 Theking anfwered and faid, I know of certainty 
that ye would gain the time, becaufe yé fee the thing 
is gone from me. 

9 But if ye will not make known unto me the 
dream, there 7s but one decree for you: for ye have 
prepared lying and corrupt words to {peak before me, 
till the time be changed: therefore tell me the dream, 
and I fhall know that ye can fhew me the interpreta- 
tation thereof. 

10 {| The Chaldeans anfwered before the king, and 
faid, There is not a man upon the earth that can fhew 
the king’s matter: therefore s4ere is no king, lord, nor 
ruler, ¢/at afked fuch things at any magician, or aftro-~ 
loger, or Chaldean. . 

ar And zt is a rare thing that the king requireth, 
and there is none other that can fhew it before the king, 
except the gods, whofe dwelling is not with fleth. 

12 For this caufe the king was angry and very fu- 
rious, and commanded to deftroy all the wife men of 
Babylon. . . 

13 And the decree went forth that the wile men fhould 
be flain; and they fought Daniel and his fellows to be 
fain. 

14 4 Then Daniel anfwered with counfel and wif- 
dom to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, which 
was gone forth to flay the wife men of Babylon: ° 

45 He anfwered and faid to Arioch the king’s cap- 
tain, Why ss the decree fo hafty from the king? Then 
Arioch made the thing known to Daniel. 

16 Then Daniel went in, and defired of the king 
that he would give him time, and that he would thew 
the king the interpretation. 

17 Then Daniel went to his honfe, and made the 
thing known to Hananiah, Mifhael, and Azariah, 
his companions : : 

18 That they would defire mercies of the God of 
heaven concerning this fecret ; that Daniel and his fel- 
lows fhould not perifh with the reft of the wile men of 
Babylon. 

.19 Then was the fecret revealed unto Daniel in a 
night vifion. ‘Then Daniel blefled the God of heaven. 

20 Daniel anfwered and faid, Bleffed be the nameof 
God for ever and ever: for wifdom and might are his: 

21 And he changeth rhe times and the teafons: he 

: ; removeth 
ene 
Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 


We have here a noble example of piety and temperance; and the 
event fhews, that God bleffes thofe that fear him, beftows his fa- 
voirs on the upright, and often grants them temporal bleflings as 
a reward of their actachment to his fervicc. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, II, 


8 The king anfwered, &c.] He had been taught to believe that 
thefe men cotld foretel futur. cvent., and recapitulate the particuliys 
of his dream: but be was cceceived in meal. 

27 The 


Nebuchadnezzar forgetteth his dream. 


Before 
CHRIST 
603. 





Nebuchadnezzar’s dream revealed to Daniel. CHAP. IL. 


The interpretation of the dream. 





Before removeth kings, and fetteth up kings: he giveth wif- 
cHRIST dom unto the wife, and knowledge to them that know 
3° underllanding : 

22 He revealeth the deep and fecret things: he know- 
eth what 7s in the darknefs, and the light dwelleth with 
him. 

23 I thank thee, and praifethce, O thou God of my 
fathers, who hail given me wifdom and might, and haft 
made known unto me now what we defired of thee; for 
thou haft now made known unto us the king’s matter. 

24 ¥ Therefore Daniel went in unto Arioch, whom 
the king had ordained to deftroy the wife men of Baby- 
Jon: he went and faid thus unto him; Deftroy not the 
wife men of Babylon: bring me in before the king, 
and J will fhew unto the king the interpretation. 

25 Then Arioch brought in Daniel before the king 
in hafte, and faid thus ufto him, I have found a man 
of the captives of Judah, that will make known unto 
the king the interpretation. 

26 The king anfwered and faid to Daniel, whofe namte 
wvas Beltefhazzar, Art thou able to make known unto 
me the dream which I have feen, and the interpretation 
thereof? 

27 Daniel anfwered in the prefence of the king, and 
faid, The fecrer which the king hath demanded can- 
not the wife men, the aftrologers, the magicians, the 
foothfayers, fhew unto the king; ; 

28 But there is a God in heaven that revealeth fe- 
crets, and maketh known to the king Nebuchadnezzar 
what fhall be in the latter days.” Thy dream, and the 
vifions of thy head upon thy bed, are thefe ; 

29 As for thee, O king, thy thoughts came fnto thy 
mind upon thy bed, what fliould come to pafs here- 
after: and he that revealeth fecrets maketh known to 
thee what fhall come to pafs. . 

go But as for me, this fecret is fot revealed to me 
for any wifdom that I have more than any living, but 

‘for their fakes that fhall make known the interpreta- 
tion to the king, and that thou mightelt know the 
thoughts of thy heart. 

3t | Thou, O king, faweft, and behold a great 
image. This great image, whofe brightnefs was ex- 
cellent, ftood before. thee ; and the form was terrible. 

z2 This image’s head was of fine gold, his breaft 
and his arms of filver, his belly and his thighs of brafs, 

3 ; His legs of iron, his feet part of iron and part 
of clay. 

34 Thou faweft till that a Rone was cut out without 
hands, which fmote the image upon his feet that were 
of iron and clay, and brake them to pieces. 

s Then was the iron, the clay, the brafs, the filver, 
and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became 
like the chaff of the fummer threfhingfloors ; anc the 
wind carried them away, that no place was found for 
them: and the ftone that {mote the image became a 
great mountain, and filled the whole earth. : 

36 This ts the dream; and we will tell the interpre- 
tation thereof before the king. e 

37 Thou, O king, ar: a king of kings: for the God 
of heaven hath given thee a kingdom, power, and 
firength, and glory. 

8 And wherefoever the children of men dwell, the 
beafts of the field and the fowls of the heaven hath he 
given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler over 
them all. ‘Ehou art this head of gold. 


27 The aftrologers, &c.| "The Chaldeans undertook to predict what 
woulg come to pafs, by their ill in the motions of the fare : which 


has been exploded with contempt by all wife men. 
32, 33 This image's head, &c.] The head of gold was the Baby- 


lonifh empire ; by the breafts and arms of filver, we are to underftand 
the Perfian empire; by his belly and chighs of brafs, the Grecians, un- 
der Alexander the Great; and by his legs being of iron, is meant the 
power of the Roman empire, which extended almoft over the whole 
world, but was at length divided into ten leffer kingdoms, thus being 
Partly ftrong, and partly broken. 

34 4 flone wos cut ent without hands, which fmote the image upon 
Bis feet, Bec, This alludes to the Meffiah’s kingdom, which, being 
fpiritual, univerfal, and eternal, was totally different from all others, 
and eftablithed without the concurrence of human aid. : 


No. 55- 


39 And after thee fhall arife another kingdom infe-_Before 


rior to thee, and another third kingdom of brafs, which © 
fhall bear rule over all the earth. 

40 And the fourth kingdom fhall be ftrong as iron: 
forafmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and fubdueth all 
things: and as iron that breaketh all thefe, fhall it 
break in pieces and bruife. 

41 And whereas thou faweft the feet and roes, part 
of potrer’s clay, and part of iron, the kingdom thall 
be divided; but there fhall be ip it of the ftrength 
of the iron, forafmuch as thou faweft the iron mixed 
with miry clay. 

42 And as the toes of the feet werd part of iron, and 
part of clay, /o the kingdom fhalt be partly ftrong, and 


partly broken. 
43 And whereas thou faweft iron mixed with miry 


_ Clay, they fhall mingle themfelves with the feed of men: 


but they fhall not cleave one to another, even as iron 
is not mixed with clay. 

44 And in the days of thefe kings fhall the God of 
heaven fet up akirigdom which fhall never be deftroyed: 
and the kingdom fhall not te left to other people, 
but it fhall breakin pieces and confume all thefe king- 
doms, and it fhall ftand for ever. 

45 Forafmuch as thou fawefl that the ftone was cut 
out of the mountain without hands, and that it brake 
in pieces the iron, the brafs, the clay, the filver, and 
the gold; the great God hath made known to the king 
what fhall come to pafs hereafter: and the dream is 
certain, and the interpretation thereof fure. 

46 J Then the king Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his 
face, and worfhipped Daniel, and commanded that they 
fhould offer an oblation and iweet odours unto him. 

47 The king anfwered unto Daniel, and faid, Of a 
truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord 
of kings, and a revealer of fecrets, feeing thou couldett 
reveal this fecret. 

48 Then the king made Daniel a great man, and 
gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the 
whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors 
over all the wife men of Babylon. 

49 Then Daniel requefted of the king, and_he fet 
Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, over the affairs of 
the province of Babylon: but Daniel /a¢ in the'gate 


of theking. .. 
CHAP. II. 


I Nebuchadnezzar’s image. 8 Shadrach, Me/bach, and 


Abed-nego, are accufed of not worfbipping it. 24 God 


delivereth them. ; 
EBUCHADNEZZAR the king made an image 

; of gold, whofe height was threefcore cubits, aad 
the breadth thereof fix cubits: he fet it up in the plain 


of Dura, in the province of Babylon. 
2 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king fent to gather to- 
gether the princes, the governors, and the captains, the 


judges, the treafurers, the counfellors, the fheriffs, and 


all the rulers of the provinces, to come to the declica- 
tion of the image which Nebuchadnezzar the king had 
fet up- . 

3 Then the princes, the governors, the captains, the 
judges, thetreafurers, thecounfellors, the fheriffs,and all 
therulers of the provinces, were gathered togetherunto 
the dedication ‘of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the 
king had fet up; and they ftood before the image that 


Nebuchadnezzar had fet up. 
4 Then 


44. And in the days, &c.} The kingdom of the Meffiah is here 
atinded to: the gofpel difpenfation, being a tranfeript of the divine 
perfeétions, will Jatt for ever'in heaven. 

Generat Rerrectrons on Chap. Il. 
The noble prophecy in this chapter is truly admirable, and has been 
exaétly fulfilied ; which proves the trath of divine revelation; unlcfs 
people will renounce their fenfes, and difcard all the hiftory that ever 


was written. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. 
JII. 3 4m image of gold, &C.] Probably ere€ted in honour of Bel, 
a tutclary deity oF Ar Perfians. image is fuppofed to have been 
thirty-fix cubits, and the pedeital twenty-four, which makes the whole 


x its in height. 
Gisty os in heig fe 
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580, 


. 


Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, DANIEL. caft into the fire, and preferved, unhurt, 


Gas 4 Then an herald cried aloud, To you it is com- 249 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was aftonied, Before 
: cae manded, O people, nations, and languages, and rofe up in hafte, and fpake, and faid unto his coun- cua 
: 580, 


5 That at what time ye hear the found of the cornet, 
flute, harp, fackbut, pfaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds 
of mufick, ye fall down and worfhip. the golden image 
that Nebuchadnezzar the king hath fet up: 

6 And whofo falleth not down and worthippeth fhall 
the fame hour be caft into the midit of a burning fiery 
furmace. : 

7 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard 
the found of the cornet, flute, harp, fackbut, pfaltery, 
and all kinds of mufick, all the people, the nations, and 
the languages, fell down and worfhipped the golden 
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had fet up. 

8 Whercfore at that time certain Chaldeans came 
near, and accufed the Jews. 

9 They fpake and faid to the king Nebuchadnezzar, 
O king, live for ever, . 

10 Thou, O king, haft made,a decree, that every 
man that fhall hear the found of the cornet, flute, harp, 
fackbut, pfaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of mu- 
fick, fhall fall down and worthip the golden image: 

1x And whofo falleth not down and worfhippeth, 
that he fhould be caft into the midft of a burning fiery 
furnace. 

.12 There are certain Jews whom thou haft fet over 
the affairs of the province of Babylon, Shadrach, Me- 
fhach, and Abed-nego;. thefemen, O king, have not 
regarded thce :. they ferve not thy gods, nor worfhip 
the golden image which thou haft fet up. 

13 4] Fhen ivcbuchadnezzar in Sis rage and fury 
commanded to bring Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed- 
nego. Then they brought thefe men before the king. 

14 Nebuchadnezzar fpake and faid unto them, Js zt 
true, O Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, do not ye 
ferve my gods, nor worfhip the golden image which I 
have fet up? 

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the 
found of the cornet, flute, harp, fackbut, pfaltery, and 


dulcimer, and all kinds of mufick, ye fall down and | 


worfhip the image which I-have made; well: but if 
ye worthip- not, ye fhall be caft the fame hour into-the 
midit of a burning fiery furnace; and who ¢s that God 
that fall deliver you out of my hands? : 

16 Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, anfwered 
and faicdl to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not 
careful to anfwer thee in this matter. 


17 If ite /o, our God whom we ferve is able to de- | 


liver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver ws out of thine hand, O king. a 
18 Butif nor, be ic known unto thee, O king, that 


we will not ferve.thy gods, nor worfhip the golden ~ 


image which thou haft fet up. 
19 ¢ Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and 
the form of his vifage was changed againft Shadrach, 


Mefhach, and Abed-nego: therefore he f{pake, and | 


commanded that they fhould heat the furnace one feven 
fimes more than it was wont to be heated. 

20 And he commanded the moft mighty men that 
were in his army to bind Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed- 
nego, and to caft them into the burning fiery furnace. 

ar Then thefe men were bound in their coats, their 
hofen, and their hats, and their ot ber. garments, and were 
caft into the midft of, the burning fiery furnace. 

22 Therefore becaufe the king’s commandment was 
urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, the flame of the 
fire flew thofe men that took up Shadrach, Methach, 
and Abed-nego. 

23 And thefe three men, Shadrach, Mefhach, and 
Abed-nego, fell down. bound into the midft of the 
burning tery furnace. 


A  ceergeene se 
5 That at what time, &c.] Some of thefe mufical inftruments 
were well known to the Greeks- and Romans, though under yery 
different names. ke : : 7 
16 We are uot careful to.anfower thee in this matter.] In fo plain 
acafe, there is no room for delibirgtion: we have an anfwer ready 


oo 


fellers, Did not we caft three men bound into the midk 
of the fire? They anfwered and faid uato the king, 
True, O king. 

26 We anfwered and faid, Lo, I fee four men loofe, 
walking in the midft of the fire, and they have no hurt; 
and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God. 

26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth 
of the burning fiery furnace, and fpake, and faid, Sha- 
drach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, ye fervants of the 
moft high God, come forth, and come hither. Then 
Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the 
midft of the fire. 

27 And the princes, governors, and captains, and 
the king’s counfellers, being gathered together, faw 
thefe men, upon whofe bodies the fire had no powcr, nor 
wasan hair of their head finged, neither were their coats 
changed, nor the fmell of fire had paffed on them. 

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar fpake, and faid, Bleffed 
be the God of Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, who 
hath fent his angel, and delivered his fervantsthat trufted 
in him, and have changed the king’s word, and yielded 
their bodies, that they might not ferve nor worlhip any 
god, except their own God. - 

29 Therefore 1 make a decree, That every people, 
nation, and language, which ipeak any thing amifs 
againft the God of Shadrach, Mefhach, and Abed-nego, 


‘ fhall be cut in pieces, and their houfes fhall be made a 


dunghil: becaufe there is no other God that can de- 
liver after this fort. 
30 4 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Methach, 
and Abed-nego, in the province of Babylon. 
CHAP, IV. 
1 Nbuchadnezzar acknowledgeth God’s eternal dominion: 
. 4 and maketh relation of bis dream. 
EBUCHADNEZZAR the king, unto all peo- 
ple, nations, and languages, that dwell in all the 


“earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. 
2 I thought it good to fhew the figns and wonders | 


that the high God had wrought toward me. : 

3 How great are his figns! and how mighty are 
his wonders! his kingdom js an everlafting kingdom, 
and his dominion zs from generation to generation. 

4 9 I Nebuchadnezzar was at reft in .mine houfe, 
and flourifhing in my palace: 

5 I faw a dream which made me afraid, and the 
thoughts upon my bed ,and -the vifions of my head 
troubled me. ‘ ; 


6 Therefore made I.a decree to bring in all the wife . 


men of Babylon before me,that they might make knowa 
unto me the interpretation. of the dream. . 

7 Then came in the.magicians, the aftrologers, -the 
Ghaldeans, and the foothfaycrs: and I-told the dream 
before them; but they.did not make known unto me 
the interpretation thereof. : Bf 

8 { But at the Jaft Daniel came in before me, whofe 
name was Beltefhazzar, according to’ the name of my 
God, and in whom zs the fpirit of the holy gods: and 
before him [ told the-dream, /aying, 

g O Beltefhazzar, mafter of the magicians, becaufe 
I know that the fpiric of the holy gods zs in thec, and 
no fecret troubleth thee, tell me the vifionsof my dream 
thar 1 have feen, and-the interpretation thereof. | 

to Thus were the vifions of minc head in my bed; 
I faw, and‘behold a tree in the midft of the ¢catth, and 
the height thereof was great. , 

11 The tree grew,- and was ftrong, and the height 


- thereof reached unto heaven, and the fight thereof to 


the end of all the carth: . Se 
12 The leaves thereof were fair, and the-fruit thereof 
much, 





at hand, that we ought to obey God’ ratker than man. 

z5 The form of the fourth is hie the Son of-God.} Or, like a fon 
of God, i.e. an angel. This divine perfon-was the Word, or Son 
of God, by whom the world was created, who in human form con- 
verfed.with Abraham, appeared to Hagar, &c. 


Iv.- 





CHAP. V. 


of the tree roots; thy kingdom fhall be fure unto thee, Before 
patie that thou fhalt have known that the heavens do a 
rule. c ‘ 


Nebuchadnezzar relateth his dream, and Daniel’s interpretation of wt. | 





Before much, and init was meat for all: the beafts of the 
CHRIST field had fhadow under it, and the fowls of the heaven 
57°* dwelt in the boughs thereof, andall flefh was fed of it. 


13 I faw in the vifions of my head upon my bed, 
and, behold, a watcher and an holy one came down 
from heaven ; 

14. He cried aloud, and faid thus, Hew down the 
tree, and cut off his branches, fhake off his leaves, and 
fcatter his fruit: let the beafts get away from under it, 
und the fowls from his branches. 

15 Neverthelefs leave the ftump of his roots in the 
earth, even with a band of iron and brafs, in the tender 
grafs of the field; and let it be wet with the dew of 
heaven, and /et his portion de with the beafts in the 
gtafs of the earth. ‘, 

i6 Let his heart be changed from man’s, and let a 
beaft’s heart be given unto him ; and let feven times 
pats over him. 


27 Wherefore, O king, let my counfel be acceptable 
unto thee, and break off thy fins by righteoufnefs, and 
thine iniquities by fhewing mercy to the poor; ifit may 
be a lengthening of thy tranquility. 

28 {[ All this came upon the king Nebuchadnezzar. 

29 At the end of twelve months he walked in the 
palace of the kingdom of Babylon, 

30 The king fpake, and faid, Is not this great Baby- 
lon, that I have built for the houfe of the kingdom by 
the might of my power, and for the honour of my 
majefty ? 

31 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there 
fell a voice from heaven, fajing, O king Nebuchad— 
nezzar, to thee it is fpoken; The kingdom is departed 
from thee. 


17 This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and 32 And they fhall drive thee from men, and thy 569. 
the dernand by the ward of the holy ones: to the intent dwelling all be with the beafts of the field : they fhall 
that the living may know that the moft High ruleth in make thee to eat grafs as oxen, and feven times fhalt 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomfoever he pafs over thee, until thou know that the moft High 
will, and fetreth up over it the bafcft of men. ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whom- 

18 This dream [ king Nebuchadnezzar have feen. foever he will. ; 
Now thou, O Beltefhezzar, declare the interpretation 33 The fame hour was the thing fulfilled upon Ne- 
thereof, forafmuch as all the wife mez of my kingdom buchadnezzar: and he was driven from men, and did 
are not able to make known unto me the interpreta- eat grafs as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew 
tion: but thou arZable; for the fpirit of the holy gods of heaven, till his hairs were grown like eagles’ feathers, 
zs in thee, and his nails like birds’ claws. 

19 Y Then Daniel, whofe name was Beltefhazzar, 94 And at the end of the days I Nebuchadnezzar 563. 


was aftonithed for one hour, and his thoughts troubled 
him. The king fpuke, and faid, Beltefhazzar, let not 
the dream, or the interpretation thereof, trouble thee. 
Beltefhazzar anfwered and faid, My lord, the dream 
be to them that hate thee, and the interpretation there- 
of to thine enemies. 

20 The tree that thou faweft, which grew, and was 
ftrong, whofe height reached unto the heaven, and the 
fight thereof to all the earth ; 

a1 Whofe leaves were fair, and the fruit thereof 
much, and in it was meat for all; under which the 
beafts of rhe field dwelt, and upon whofe branches the 
fowls of the heaven had their habiration: 

22 Itzs thou, O king, that art grown and become 
ftrong: for thy greatnefs is grown, and reacheth unto 
heaven, and thy dominion to the end of the earth. 

23 And Whereas the king faw a watcher and an holy 
one coming down from heaven, and faying, Hew the 
tree down, and deftroy ir; yet leave the ftump of the 
roots thereof in the earth, even with a band of iron 
and: brafs, in the tender grafs of the field; and let it 
be wet with the dew of heaven, and ‘¢ his portion é¢ 
with the beatts of the field, till feven times pafs over 
him 3 

24. This zs the interpretation, O king, and this 7s the 
decree of the moft High, which is come upon my lord 
the king: 

25 Vhat they fhall drive thee from men, and thy 
dwelling {Kall be with the beafts of the field, and they 
fhall make thee to eat grafs as oxen, and they fhall 
wet thee with the dew of heaven,.and feven times fhall 
pafs over thee, rill thou Know that the moft High ruleth 
in the kingdom of men,.and giveth it to whomfoever 
he will. , 

26 And whereas they commanded to leave the ftump 





IV. 13 Behold, awwarcher and an holy one, &c.| By ‘a watcher,” 
is underitood fome principal angel ; and by the epithet ‘* holy one,” 
the Meffiah is meant. : 

16 Let-his heart be changed from man’s, &c.}) Let him lofe the ufe 
of his reafon. : 

25 They foall drive rhce from men, &¢.] Nebuchadnezzar was 
punifhed with that kind of madnefs which made him live and aét like 
a beait. 

34 F Nebuchadnezzar lifted up imine eyes unto heaven, &c.] This 
haughty and imperious monarch, being convinced of his difobedience, 
and reftored to his rational faculties, now acknowledges there was no 
God equal in power to ELou1m, who was worfhipped by the jews. 
Antient hiftorians tell us, that he died foon after this event. 


lifted up mine eyes unto heaven, and mine underffand- 
ing returned unto me, and I bleffed the moft High, and 
I praifed and honoured him that liveth for ever, whofe 
dominton‘7s an everlafting dominion, and his kingdom 
zs from generation to generation : 

35 And all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing: and he doeth according'to his will in the 
army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth: 
and none can ftay his hand, or fay unto him, What 
doeft thou ? 

36 At the fame time my reafon returned unto me; 
and for the glory of my Kingdom, mine honour and 
brightnefs returned unté' me; and my counfellors and 
my lords fought unto me ; and | was cftablifhed in my 
kingdom, and excellent majefty was added unto me. 

37 Now FE Nebuchadnezzar praife and extol and 
honour the king of heaven, all whofe works are truth, 
and his ways judgment : and thofe that walk in pride 


_he is able to abafe. 


CHAP. V. 

t Belfhazzar’s feat. 5 The handwriting on the wall 
which the magicians could not explain, troubleth him: 10 
At the recommendation of tke queen Daniel is brought im. 

ELSHAZZAR the King made a great feaft to 
a thoufand of his lords, and drink wine before the 
thoufand. / 

2 Belihazzar, whiles he tafted the wine, commanded 
to bring the golden and filver veffcls which his father 
Nebuchadnezzar had taken: out of the temple which 
was in Jerufalem; that the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, might drink therein, 

3 Then they’brought the golden veffels' that were 
taken out of the temple of the houfe of God which 
was at Jerufalem; and the king, and his princes, his 
wives, and his concubines, drank in them. 

4 They 


rR 


Generat RerctecTrions on Chap. III. IV. 

In thefe chapters we fee the {upport afforded to the children of God, 
who fuffer affi€tions for his fake; and alfo the punifhment of 2 
proud and perfecuting tyrant; which teaches us, on the one hand, 
the faithfulnefs ef God towards fuch as fear him; and, dn the 
other, his readinefs to receive thofe finners to favour who humble 
themfelves under chaftifements, and to make them partakers of his 
mercy. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. 
V. 1 Beifoaxzar the king made a great feaft, &e.] To his prin- 
cipal lords: Ca one of their annual folemnities in honour of their 


idols; Cyrus had new befieged the city near two years. 
. 10 Now 





Before 4 They drank wine, and praifed the gods of gold, 
CHRIST and of filver, of brafz, of iron, of wood, and of ftone. 
53"- 5 [In the farne hour came forth fingers of a man’s 
hand, and wrote over againft the candleftick upon the 
plaifter of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king 

- faw part of the hand that wrote. 

6 Then the king’s countenance was changed, and 
his thoughts troubled him, fo that the joints of his 
loins were loofed, and his knees fmote one againft 
another. ; 

_ 4 The king cried aloud to bring in the aftrologers, 
theChaldeans,and the foothfayers. zd the king fpake, 
and faid to the wife men of Babylon, Whofoever fhall 
read this writing, and fhew me the interpretation there- 
of, fhall be clothed with fcarlet, and bave a chain of 
gold about his neck, and hall be the third ruler in the 

. kingdom. 

8 Then came in all the king’s wife men: but they 
could not read the writing, nor make known to the 
king the inrerpretation thereof. 

9 Then was king Belfhazzar greatly troubled, and 
his countenance was changed in him, and his lords 
were aftonifhed. 

10 4| Now the queen by reafon of the words of the 
king and his lords came into the banquet-houfe: and 
the queen fpake and faid, O king, live for ever: let not 
thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be 
changed : : 

11 Thereis a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the 
fpirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father 
light and underftanding and wifdom, like the wifdom 
or the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebu- 
chadnezzar, thy father, the king, J /ay, thy father made 
mafter of the magicians, aftrologers, Chaldeans, and 
foothfayers ; 

32 Forafmuch as an excellent fpirit, and knowledge, 
and underftanding, interpreting of dreams,and fhewing 
of hard fentences, and diffolving of doubts, were found 
in the fame Daniel, whom the king named Beltefhaz- 
zar: now let Daniel be called, and he will fhew the 
interpretation. 

13 ‘Then was Danicl brought in before the king. 
And the king {pake and faid unto Daniel, Art thou that 
Daniel, which art of the children of the captivity of 
Judah, whom the king my father brought out of Jewry? 

14 I have even heard of thee, that the fpirit of the 
gods zs in thee, and ¢baf light and underftanding and 
excellent wifdom is found in thee. 


15 And now the wife mez, the aftrologers, have been 


brought in before me, that they fhould read this writ- 
+ ing, and make known unto me the interpretation there- 
of: but they could not fhew the interpretation of the 
thing : 
¢ 416 And I have heard of thee, that thou cant make 
_ interpretations and diffolve doubts: now if thou cantft 
read the writing, and make known tome the interpre- 
tation thereof, thou fhalt be clothed with fcarlet, and 
fave achain of gold about thy neck, and fhalt be the 
third ruler in the kingdom. 
17 {] Then Daniel anfwered and faid before the king, 
Let thy gifts be to thyfelf, and give thy rewards to 
another ; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and 
make known to him the interpretation. 
18 O thou king, the moft high God gave Nebu- 
\ chadnezzar thy father a kingdom, and majefty, and 
glory, and honour: 
1g And for the majefty that he gave him, all people, 
nations, and languages, trembled and feared before 
him : whom he would he flew ; and whom he would 
he kept alive; and whom he would he fer up; and 
whom he woitid he put down. 


Sanne eenmmemeesem erase 
10 Now rhe queen, &c.| The queen-mother, or dowager Nitocris ; 
a lady of emivent wifdom, who had the chief ‘direftion of public 
affairs, Belfiazzar being both a weal and a vicious prince. 
30 In that night was Belfbaxzar the king of the Chaldeans Sain.) 
He and all his nobles were flain together in the midit of their feafting 
a ; ae 


DANIEL. 








zo But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind 
hardened in pride, he was depofed from his kingly 
throne, and they took his glory from him : 

21 And he was driven from the fons of men; and 
his heart was made like the beafts, and his dwelling 
‘was with the wild affes : they fed him with grafs like 
oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven: 
till he knew chat the moft high God ruled in the king- 
dom of men, and /bwt he appointeth over it whom{fo- 
ever he will. 

22 And thou his fon, O Belfhazzar, has not hum- 
bled thine heart, though thou kneweft all this: 

23 Buc haft lifted up thyfelf againft the Lord of 
heaven; and they have brought the veffels of his houfe 


Daniel readeth and interpreteth it. 


The hand-writing on the wall. . 
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before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy | 


concubines, have drunk wine in them; and thou haft 
praifed the gods of filver, and gold, of brafs, iron, 
wood, and ftone, which fee not, nor hear, nor know: 
and the God in whofe hand thy breath is, and whofe 
are all thy ways, haft thou nor glorified : 

24 Then was the part of the hand fent from him; 


and this writing was written. 


25 4[And this 7s the writing that was written, MENE, 
MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 

26 This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; 
God. hath numbered thy kingdom, and finifhed it. 

27 TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, 
and art found wanting. 

28 PERES ; Thy kingdom is divided, and given 
to the Medes and Perfians. 

2g Then commanded Belthazzar; and they clothed 
Daniel with fcarlet, and puta chain of gold about his 
neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that 
he fhould be the third ruler in the kingdom. 

30 @ In that night was Belfhazzar the king of the 
Chaldeans flain. 

31 And Darius the Median took the kingdom, de- 
ing about threefcore and two years old. 


CHAP. VI. 


t Daniel is made chief of the prefidents. 4. They obtain 
an enfnaring decree: 10 Daniel caft into the lions’ den: 
18 he is faved. 25 Darius by a decree magnifieth God. 


[. pleafed Darius to fet over the kingdom an* hun- 
dred and twenty princes, which fhould be over 
the whole kingdom, 

2 And over thefe three prefidents ; of whorn Daniel 
was firft: that the princes might give accounts unto 
them, and the king {hould have no damage. 

3 Then this Daniel was preferred above the prefi- 
dents and princes, becaufe an excellent fpirit was in 
him; and the king thought to fet him over the whole 
realm. 

4 ( Then the prcfidents and princes fought to find 
occafion again{ft Daniel concerning the kingdom; but 
they could find none occafion nor fault; forafmuch 
as he was faithful, neither was there any error or fault 
found in him. 

5 Then faid thefe men, We fhall not find any occa- 
fion againft this Danicl, except we find #¢ againft him 
concerning the law of his God. 

6 Then thefe prefidents and princes aflembled to- 
gether to the king, and faid thus unto him, King Da- 
rius, live for ever. 

7 All the prefidents of the kingdom, the governors, 
and the princes, the counfellors, and the caprains, have 
confulted together to eftablifh a royal ftatute, and to 
make a firm decree, that whofoever fhall afk a petition 
of any god or man for thirty days, fave of thee, O 
king, he fhall be caft into the den of lions. 

8 Now, O king, eftablifh the decree, and fign the 

: writing, 


a a a a ae TE, 
and revels; for Cyrus, finding the whole court immerfed in fenfuality, 
turned the ftream of the river, entered the city, and deftroyed many 
of the inhabitants before they had the leaft apprehenfiong of danger. 
31 Darius the Median, &c.] He was the uncle of Gyrus, and con- 
figned the government to him. ° 
Vi 
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“Daniel preferved alive in the den of lions. CHAP. VII. Daniel’s vifion of the four beafts. 


fefore writing, that it be not changed, according to the law [| into the den of lions, them, their children, and their Before. 
1 





. CHRIST of the Mecles and Perfians, which altereth nat. wives; and the-lions had the maftery of them, and ©". 
537 g Wherefore king Darius ligned the writing and the |] brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the aot 
decrec. bottom of theden. | 
10 | Now when Daniel knew that the writing was 25 9 Then king Darius wrote unto all people, na- 
figned, he went into his houfe; and his windows being tions, and languages, that dwell in all the earth; Peace 
open in his chamber toward Jerufalem, he kneeled be multiplied unto you. 
upon his knees tliree times a day, and prayed, and gave 26 I make a decree, That in every dominion of my 
thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Da- 
rt Then thefe men affembled, and found Daniel niel: for he is the living God, and ftedfaft for ever, 
praving and making fupplication before his God. and his kingdom ¢hat which fhall nor be deftroyeds 
12 Then they came near, and fpake before the king and his dominion /hal// be even unto the end. 
concerning the king’s decree; Haft thou not figneda 27 He delivereth and refcueth, and he worketh figns 
decree, that every man that fhall afk @ petition of any and wonders in heaven and in earth, who hath deli- 
God or man within thirty days, fave of thee, O king, }{ vered Daniel from the power of the lion:. : 
fhall be calt into the den of lions? The king anfwered 28 So this Daniel profpered in the reign of Datius, 
and faid, The thing 7s true, according to the Jaw of the | and in the reign of Cyrus the Perfian. 
Medes and Perfians, which altereth not. CHAP. VII. 
13 Then anfwered they and faid before the king, |] 1 Daniel's vifion of the four beafts, 9 and of God's king- 
That Daniel, which 7s of the children of the captivity dom. 15 The interpretation thereof. 
of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the clecree [% the firft year of Belfhazzar king of Babylon, Da- 5;., 


thar chou haft figned, but maketh his petition three 
times a days. 

14 Then the king, when he heard thefe words, was 
fore difpleafed with him(felf, and fer Sis heart on Da- 
nicl ro deliver him; and he laboured till the going 
down of the fun to deliver him. 

15 HEhen thefe men affembled unto the king, and 
faid unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the 
Medes and Perfians 7s, That no decree nor ftatute 
which the king eftablitheth may be changed. 

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel, and cat 4im into the den of lions. Now the 
king fpake and faid unto Daniel, Thy God whom 
thou ferveft continually, he will deliver thee. 

17 And a flone was brought, and laid upon the 
mouth of the den; and the king fcaled it with his own 
fixuet, and with the fignet of his fords; that the pur- 

te might not be changed concerning Daniel. 

18 YF Then the king went to his palace, and paffed 
the night fating: neither were inftruments of mufick 
brought before him: and his fleep went from him. 

19 Then the king arofe very early in the morning, 
and went in hafte unto the den of lions. 

zo And when he came to the den, he cried with a 


lamentable voice unto Daniel: and the king fpake_ 


and faid to Daniel, O Daniel, fervant of the living 
God, is thy God, whom thou fervelt continually, able 
to deliver thee from thé lions? 

21 Then faid Daniel unto the king, O king live for 
ever. 

22 My God hath fent his angel, and hath fhut the 
lions’ mouths, that they have not hurt me: forafmuch 


_ as before him innocency was found in me; and alfo 


before thee, O king, have I done no hurt. 

23 Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and 
commanded that they fhould take Daniel up out of 
the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and 
no manner of hurt was found upon him, becaufe he 
believed in his God. ; 

24 §| And the king commanded, and they brought 
thofe men which had accufed Daniel, and they caft them 





VIL 8 The law of the Medes and Perfians, which altereth not.] 
After a law had been once enacted by the king, with the advice of his 
counfellors, it was irreverfible. 

10 His qwindews being open in his chamber, &c.J] Devout Jews 
fet apart fome upper rooms for their oratories, as places fartheft trom 
any noife or difturbance, and always prayed with their faces towards Je- 
rufalem. See 1 Kings vii. 48. 

24 Them, their children, and their wives, &c.] _'Thus, according 
to the cruel laws and éuftoms which prevailed in the eaft, but contrary to 
all the principles of natural equity, the innocent fuffered with the 
guilty, und whole familics were involved in the punifhment only due to 
particular perfons. 

Generat Rerreetrons on Chap. V. VI. 

Daniel gives a ftriking inflance ofthe fidelity of pious minifters, who 
fhould never hefitate to denounce God’s judgments againft the wicked. 
We here alfo fee, that watchfulnefs and prayer ate prefervatiyes 

TNO. 66. 


niel had a dream and vilions of his head upon his 
bed: then he wrote the dream, and told the fum of 
the matters. 

2 Daniel fpake and faid, I fawin my vifion by night, 
and, behold, the four winds of the heaven ftrove upon 
the great fea. 

3 And four great beafts came up from the fea, di- 
verfe one from another. 

The firit wes like a lion, and had eagle’s wings: 
I beheld till the wings thereof were plucked, and it 
was lifted up from the earth, and made ftand upon the 
feet as a man, anda man’s heart was given to it. 

5 And behold another beaft, a fecond, like toa 
bear, and it raifed up itfelf on one fide, and i# bad three 
ribs in the mouth of it between the teeth of it: and 
they faid thus unto it, Arife, devour much flefh. 

6 After this 1 beheld, and lo another, like a leopard, 

which had upon the back of it four wings of a fowls 
the beaft had alfo four heads; and dominion was given 
to it. . 
7 After this I faw in the night vifions, and behold 
a fourth, beaft, dreadful and terrible, and ftrong ex- 
ceedingly; and it had great iron teeth: it devoured 
and brake in pieces, and ftamped the refidue with the 
feet of it: and it was diverle from all che beafts that 
were before it; and it had ten horns. 

8 I confidered the horns, and, behold, there came 
up among them another little horn, before .hom 
there were three of the firft horns plucked up uy the 
roots: and, behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes 
of man, and a mouth {peaking great things. 

9 @ I beheld till the thrones were caft down, and 
the Ancient of days did fit, whofe garment was white 
as fnow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool: 
his throne was /ike the fiery flame, and his wheels as 
burning fire. 

10 A fiery ftream iffued and came forth from before 
him: thoufand thoufands miniftered unto him, and 
ten thoufand times ten thoufand ftood before him: the 
judgment was fet, and the books were opened. 

11 I beheld then becaufe of the voice of the great 

words 
conan SSRN ene 
from fin, which carnal fecurity expofes men to, and that a mighry 
power is engaged to prote¢t the meancft of the fervants of God that 
fear him, from the rage of men and devils, and the moft favage 

beafts. z 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on GHAP. VII. VIII. 


VII. 2 The four winds of the beaver, &e.] The four great 
empires of the world: implying alfo the ambitious views of domineer- 
ing tyrants. 7 7 

3 Four great beofts came up, &c.} That is, Kingdoms, called great 
in comparifon of leffer ftates, and beafts from their tyranny and op- 
preffions. . . . 

4—7 The firth cvas lik: a lien, &c.] By the firft, is meant the 
kingduin of Babylon. By ‘¢ a bear,’’ is meant the Perfian and Mc- 
dian empire. By the ‘* leopard,” the Grecian empire under _Alex~- 
ander. And by the ‘* fourth beaft,"’ we are to underftand the Roman 
empire. 
sr 13 Ove 





. af a i -_ eee, 
Interpretation 0; the v:fion of the four beafts.s DANIEL. Daniel's vifion of the ram and he-roat, 
¢ . . x 
28 Hicherto7zs the end of the matter. As for me, Before 
Daniel, my cogitations much troubled me, and my CHRIsT 
countenance changed in me: but I kept the matter in >5* 


a 





Before words which the horn fpake: I beheld even till the 
CHRIST beaft was flain, and his body deftroyed, and given to 
555° the burning flame. 


¥2 Asconcerning the reft of the beafts, they had 
their dominion taken away: yet their lives were pro- 
longed for a feafon and time. 

13 1 faw in the night vifions, and, behold, one like 
the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and 

_came tothe Ancient of days, and they brought him 
near before him. 

14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, 
and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and lan- 
guages, fhould ferve him: his dominion zs an everlatt- 
ing dominion, which fhall not pafs away, and his king- 
dom that which fhall not be deftroyed. 

15 4 I Daniel was grieved in my fpiritin the midf 
of my body, and the vifions of my head troubled me. 

16 Icamenear unto one of them that ftood by, and 
afked him the truth of all this. So he told me, and 
made me know the interpretation of the things. 

17 Thefe great beafts, which are four, are four kings, 
which {hall arife out of the earth. ; 

18 But the faints of the moft High fhall take the 
kingdom, and poffefs the kingdom for ever, even for 
ever and ever. 

19 Then I would know the truth of the fourth 
beaft, which was diverfe from all the others, exceeding 
dreadful, whofe teeth were of iron, and his nails of 
brafs ; which devoured, brake in pieces, and ftamped 
the refidue with his feet ; 

20 And of theten horns that were in his head, and 
of the other which came up, and before whom three 
fell; even of that horn that had eyes, and a mouth 
that tpake very great things, whole look was more 
ftout than his fellows. 

21 I beheld, and the fame horn made war with the 
faints, and prevailed againft them ; 

22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment 
was given to the faints of the moft High; and the time 
came that the faints poffeffed the kingdom. 

23 Thus he faid, The fourth beaft fhall be the fourth 
kingdom upon earth, which fhall be diverfe from all 
kingdoms, and fhall devour the whole earth, and fhall 
tread it down, and break it in piecés. 

-24 And the ten horns out of this kingdom are ten 
kings shat fhall arife: and another fhall rife after them ; 
and he {hall be diverfe from the firft, and he fhall fub- 
due three kings. 

25 And he thall fpeak grea/ words againft the moft 
High, and fhall wear out the faints of the moft High, 
and think to change times and laws: and they {hall 
be given into his hand until a time and times and the 
dividing of time. 

26 But the. judgment fhall fit, and they fhall take 
away his dcminion, to confume and to deftroy z¢ unto 
the end. : 

27 And the kingdom and dominion, and the great- 
nefs of the kingclom under the whole heaven, fhall 
be given to the people of the faints of the moft High, 
whofe kingdom zs an everlafting kingdom, and all do- 
minions fhall ferve and obey him. 





13 One like the Sor of man, &c.} This can only be underftood of 
the Meffiah; and ic is here implied that this Son of man was then in 
heaven in high dignity when and before Daniel prophefied. 

14, And there was, &c.} <All the great and ancient monarchies are 
now diffolved; butthe church of Chrilt {till exifts, and will flourith for 
ever, in {pite of all the attempts of wicked men to obftruct its progrefs, 
er corrupt its doétrines. : 

24 He faall be diverfe from the firf, &c.]+ It is obfervable, that the 
popes affumed a charaéter different from that of temporal princes: their 

- progrefs was flow but fure; and in the eighth century, by their refined 
policy, fubdued three of the horns or ftates, namely, Ravinna, Lombardy, 
and the fenate of Rome. 

2g dud he feall fpeak, &c.] Were is a defcription of the bifhops 
of Rome in the plenitude of their power, when they trampled on the 
rights of princes, tyrannized over men’s contciences, inftituted idolatry, 
ailtimed deity and infallibility, and cruclly perfecuted the true church 
of Chrift. By time and times, &c. is meant one thoufand two hundred 
and fixty years, fuppofed to commence about the year 840; and if fo, 


. 


-1 Daniels vifton of the ram and he-geat. 





my heart. 
CHAP. VIII. 
13 Ihe tivo 
thoufand three hundred days of facrifice. 
gf the third year of the reign of king Belfhazzara 
vifion appeared unto me, even unto me Daniel, after 
that which appeared unto me at the frft. 

2 And I faw ina vifion; and it came to pafs, when 
I faw, that I was at Shufhan in the palace, which 7s in 
the province of Elam ; and I fawin a vifion, and [ 
was by the river of Ulai. 

3 Vhen I lifted up mine eyes, and faw, and behold, 
there ftood before the river aram which had fwo horns: 
and the écvo horns were high; but one was higher than 
the other, and the higher came up laf. 

4 I faw the ram pufhing weftward, and northward, 
and fouthward; fo that no beatts might ftand before 
him, neither . as there any that could deliver out of his 
hand; but he did according to his will and became 


p great, 


5 And asI was confidering, behold, an he goat came 
from the weft on the face of the whole earth, ancl 
touched not the ground: and the goat 4ad a notable 
horn between his eyes. 

6 And he came to the ram that had feo horns, 
which I had feen ftanding before the river, and ran 
unto him in the fury of his power. 

7 And I faw him come clofe unto the ram, and he 
was moved with cholcragainft him,and {more the ram, 
and brake his two horns: and there was no power in 
the ram to ftand before him, but he caftt him cown ty 
the ground, and ftamped upon him: and there was 
none that could deliver the ram out of his hang. 

8 Therefore the he goat waxed very great: and 
when he was flrong, the great horn was broken; and 
for it came up four notable ones toward the four winds 


» of heaven. 


9 And out of one of them came forth alittle horn, 
which waxed exceeding great, toward the fonth, und 
toward the eait, and toward the pleafanc dand. 

10 And it waxed great, even to the hoft of heaven; 
and it caft down fome of the hoft and of che ftars to the 
ground, and ftamped upon them. 

11 Yea, he magnified bim/e/f even to the prince of 
the hoft, and by him the daily /acrifice was taken away, 
and the place of his fanétuary was caft down. 

12 And an hoft was given im againit the daily fz 
crifice by reafon of tranfgreffion, and it caft down the 
truth to the ground; and it practifed, and profpered. 

43 9 Then I heard one fainc fpeaking, and another 
faint faid unto that certain faint which fpake, How long 


4 Jball be the vifion concerning the daily facrifice, and the 


trdn{fgreflion of defolation, to give both the fanctuary 

and the hoit to be trodden under foot ? 
14 And he faid unto me, Unto two thoufand and 
three hundred days; then fhallthe fanctuary be cleanfed. 
15 4 And it came to pafs, when I, evex I Daniel, 
had feen the vifion, and fought for the meaning, then, 
behold, 





then the whole power of the papacy will be diffolved in the year of 
Chrift 2000, or about the year of the world, 6000. 

VIIl. A ram which had tewo horns, &c.{ By aram is meant 
the Perfian and Median empires united, under Cyrus. 

4 Pufbing weftward, and northward, and fouthward, &c.] Syria lay 
weft of Perfia; Iberia, Albania, and Armenia, to the north; and 
Egypt, to the fouth, 

5 dn he goat from the weft, &c.J) Alexander the Great, the Gre- 
cian, who ordered the itatuaries to reprefent him with horus in the form 
of a goat, which creature was alfo the emblem or arms of Macedon. 

7 fe svas mowed with choler againft? hist, &c.] In revenge for the 
cruelties exercifed on the Greeks by the Perfians, AJexander entered 
Perfia, defeated Darius, and poffeffed himfelf of the whole country. 

8 Whi he eas Sfrrongs the great furn cwas broten, &e.] The 
Macedonian congeeror died in the height of his profperity. 

Qs 10, 11 Ont of one of them came forth, &c.) By a little born is 
meant the Roman empire; and Ly the diars, the Jewsth rulers, many of 
whora the Romans put te death. 

33 dud 
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DANIEL ,Chap Vill Ver. 3. 


Daniel confeffing the people's fins, 


Before behold, there ftood before me, as the appearance ofa 


CHRIST 
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man. 

16 And I heard aman’s voice between the banks of 
Ulai, which called, and faid, Gabriel, make this man 
to underftand the vifion. 

17 So he came near where I ftood: and when he 
came, I was afraid, and felf upon my face: but he faid 
unto me, Underftand, O fon of man: for at the time 
of the end /hall be the vifion. 

18 Now as he was (peaking with me, I wasina deep 
fleep on my face toward the ground: but he touched 
me, and fet me upright. 

1g And he faid, Behold, I will make thee know 
what fhall be in the laft end of the indignation : for at 
the time appointed the end /hall Le. 

20 The ram which thou faweit having two horns 
are the kings of Media and Perfia. 

et And the rough goat 7s the king of Grecia: and 
the great horn that zs between his eyes is the firft king. 

22 Now that being broken, whereas four ftood up 
for it, four kingdoms fhall ftand up out of the nation, 
but not in his power. 

23 And in the latter time of their kingdom, when 
the tranfgreffors are come to the full, 2 king of fierce 
countenance, and underftanding dark fentences, fhall 
ftand up. . 

24 And his power fhall be mighty, but not by his 
own power: and he fhall deftroy wonderfully, and fhall 
profper, and practife, and fhall deftroy the mighty and 
the holy people. . 

2g And through his policy alfo he fhall canfe craft 
to profper in his hand; and he {hall magnify bin/elf 
in his heart, and by peace fhall deftroy many: he fhall 
alfo ftand up againit the Prince of princes; but he 
fhall be broken without hand. : 

26 And the vifion of the evening and the morning 
which was told 7s true: wherefore fhut thou up the 
vilion: for it /hall be for many days. : 

27 And I Daniel fainted, and was fick certain days; 
afterward I rofe up, and did the king’s bufinets ; and I 
was aftonithed at the vifion, but none underftood i. 


CHAP. IX. 


1 Daniel maketh confeffion of bis people's fins, 
prayeth for the reftoration of Ferufalem. 20 
informeth him of the fevenly weeks. 

N the firft year of Darius the fonof Ahafuerus, of 

the feed of the Medes, which was made king over 
the realm of the Chaldeans; 

2 Inthe firft year of his reign I Daniel underftood 
by books the number of the years, whereof the word 
of the Lorp came to Jeremiah the propher, that he 
would accomplifh feventy years in the defolations of 
Jerufalem. 

3 4 And I fet my face unto the Lord Gop, to feek 
by. prayer and fupplications, with fafting, and fack- 
cloth, and afhes: 

4 And I prayed unto the Lorn my God, and made 
my confeffion, and faid,O Lord, the great and dreadful 
God, keeping the covenant and mercy to them that 
love him, and to them that keep his commandments ; 

5 We have finned, and have committed iniquity, and 
have done wickedly, and have rebelled, even by de- 
parting from thy precepts and from thy judgments: 

6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy fervants the 
prophets, which fpake in thy name to our kings, our 
princes, and our fathers, and to all the people of the 
land. 

7 O Lord, righteoufnels Le/ongeth unto thee, but 


16 and 
Gabriel 


23 And in zhe latter time, &c.] Antiochus Epiphanes flew forty 
thoufund Jews, when he took the city, profaned the temple, and the 
high-priefthood was expofed to fale. 

2¢ die fkall alje fland up againft the Prince of princes.] The Romans 
erncified our Saviour, and afterwards for three centuries carried on ten 
perfecutions againft his church. 

He flall be broken without hand.| By a difeafe whereof he dicd, 
1 Mace. vig Summge Mace, ix. 5. 
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unto us confufion of faces, as at this day; 
of Judah, and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, and unto 
all Ifrael, that are near, and that are far off, through 
all the countries whither thou haft driven them, becaufe 
of their trefpafs that they have tre{p.fled againit thee. 

8 O Lorp, to us Lelongeth confufion of face, to our 
kings, to our princes, and to our fathers, becauie wé 
have finned againit thee. 

9 Tothe Lorn our God belong mercies arid forgive- 
neffes, though we have rebelled againft him ; 

10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lorp 
our God, to walk in his laws which he fet before us by 
his fervants the prophets. 

11 Yea, all Iirael have tranfgreffed thy law, even by 
departing, that they might not obey thy voice; there- 
fore the curfe is poured upon us, and the oath that is 
written inthe law of Mofes the fervant of God, becaufe 
we have finned againit him. 

32 And he hath confirmed his words, which he 
fpake againft us, and againit our judges that judged 
us, by bringing upon us a great .evil: for under the 
whole heaven hath not been‘done as hath been done 
upon Jerufalem. 

13 As it is written in the law of Mofes, all this evil 
is come upon us: yet made we not our prayer before 
the Lorp our God, that we might turn from ourini- 
quities, and underftand thy truth, 

14 Therefore hath the Lorp watched upon the evil, 
and brought it upon us: for the Lorp our God és righ- 
teous in all his works which he doeth: for we obeyed 
not his voice. 

15 And now, O Lorp our God, that haf brought 
thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a 
mighty hand, and haft gotten thee renown, as at this 
day; we have finned, we have done wickedly. 

16 | O Loro, according ro all thy righteoufnefs, I 
befeech thee, let thine anger and thy fury be turned 
away from thy city Jerufalem, thy holy mountain: 
becaufe for our fins, and for the iniquities of our fa~ 
thers, Jerufalem and thy people are become a reproach 
to all ‘bat are about us. 

17 Now the:efore, O our God, hear the prayer of © 
thy fervant, and his fupplicacions, and caufe thy face 
to fhine upon thy fanctuary that is defolate, for the 
Lorn’s fake. 

18 O my God, incline thine ear, and hear; open 
thine eyes, and behold our defolations, and the city 
which is called by thy name: for we do not prefent 
our fupplications before thee for our righteoufnelles, 
but for thy great mercies. 

1g O Lorn, hear; O Lorp, forgive; O Lorp, 
hearken and do; defer not, forthine own fake, O my 
God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy 
name. ‘ 

zo Y And whiles I was fpeaking, and praying, and 
confefling my fin and the fin of my people Ifrael, and 
prefenting my fupplication before the Lorpmy God 
for the holy mountain of my God; 

21 Yea, whiles I was fpeaking in prayer, even the 
man Gabriel, whom I had feen in the vifion at the be- 
ginning, being caufed to fly fwiftly, touched me about 
the time of the evening oblation. 

22 And he informed me, and talked with me, and 
faid, O Daniel, 1 am now come forth to give shee 
fkill and underftanding. 

23 At the beginning of thy fupplications the com- 
mandment came forth, and I am come to fhew ¢hee; 
for thou art greatly beloved: therefore underftand the 
matter, and confider the vifion. 

24 Seventy 


GeneRaAu ReFirections onChap. VII. VIIL 
The nfe we are to make of thefe chapters, is, t convince us, thar God 
is omnifcient, and governs all eventg: that the revolutions in the 
world are brought abour by his pleafure: that the holy feripture is 
of divine infpiration, and that our religicn is true; but we fhould 
chiefly reflet, that Jefus is the promifed Meffiah : tat his kingdom 
fhall kat for ever, and his faints fhal! partake of his glory. 


COMMENTARY 


CHAP. IX. praycth for the reftoration of ferufalem. 


to the men Before 
Hatt 


538. 








DANIEL. as comforted by an angel, 


ee 
beloved, underftand the words that I fpeak unto thee, Before 
and ftand upright: for unto thee am 1] now fence, C¥RIST 


Damiel feeth a slorious vifion 








24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people 
and upon thy holy city, to finifh thetranfgreflion, and 


Before 
REISS 
534. 


538- 


534+ 


to make an end of fins, and to make reconciliation for 

iniquity, and to bring in everlatting righteoufnefs, and 

to feal up the vifion and prophecy, and to anoint the 
moft Holy. 

25 Know therefore and underftand, that from the 
going forth of the commandment to reftore and to 
build Jerufalem unto the Meffiah the Prince /hall be 
feven weeks, and threefcore and two weeks: the {treet 
fhall be built again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times. j 

26 And after threefcore and two weeks thall Meffiah 
be cut off, but not for himfelf: and the people of the § 
prince chat fhall come fhall deftroy the city and the 
fanctuary; and the end thereof /hall be with a food, and 
unto the end of the war defolations are determined. 

27 And he fhall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week: and in the midft of the week he thall 
caufe the facrifice and the oblation to ceafe, and for 
the overfpreading of abominations he fhall make zt 
defolate, even until the confummation, and that deter- 
mined fhall be poured upon the defolate. 

CHAP. X. 

1 Daniel, having bumbled bimfelf, Jeeth a glorious vifton, } 
and is troubled with fear: 10 an angel comforteth | 
him. 

N the third year of Cyrus king of Perfia a thing 

was revealed unto Daniel, whofe name was called } 

Beltefhazzar; and the thing was truc, but the time 

appointed was long: and he underltood the thing, 

and had underftanding of the vifion. 

2 In thofe days 1 Daniel was mourning three full 
weeks: 

3 I ateno pleafant bread, neither came flefh nor 
wine in my mouth, neither did J anoint myfelf at ail, 
till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

4 And in the four and twentieth day of the firft 
month, as I was by the fide of the great river, which zs 
Hiddekel, : 

gs Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and be- 
hoid acertain man clothed in linen, whofe loins were 
girded with fine gold of Uphaz: 

6 His body alfo was like the beryl, and his face as 
the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of 
fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to po- 
lithed brafs, and the voice of his words like the voice 
of a multitude. 

7 And I Daniel alone faw the vifion: for the men 
that were with me faw not the vifion; but a great 
quaking fell upon them, fo that they fled to hide them- 
felves. 

8 Therefore I was left alone, and faw this great vi- 
fion, and there remained no ftrength in me: for my 
comelinefg was turned in me into corruption, and I re- 
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‘tained no ftrength. 


g Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I 
heard the voice of his words, then was lin a deep fleep 
on my face, and my face toward the ground. 

10 Yf And, behold, an hand touched me, which fet 


‘me upon my knees and zpox the palms of my hands. 


11 And he faid unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly 


tne TL 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP.IX. X. 


IX. 24 Seventy cuceks, &c.] Week of years; that is, feven 
times feventy, being four hundred and ninety years, which is the ex- 
aét Gime from the vifion to the coming of the Meffiah, when an 
everlatting seb eopiacls was promulgated, and the tranfgreffions of 
finners atoned for. 

X. 2 Was mourning three full weeks.} Becaufe the adverfaries of 
the Jews obftruéted the building ofthe temple. | 

13 But the prince, &c.] By “ the prince’’ is meant Cyrus; and 
by “ Michael,” the divine Redeemer, who is the angel of the covenant, 
the meffenger of glad tidings to fallen man. 

Generar Rerrectrions on Chap. IX. X. 





And when he had fpoken this word unto me, I ftood 
trembling. 

12 Then faid he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: For 
from the firft day that thou didft fet thine heart to un- 
derftand, and to chaften thyfelf before thy God, thy 
words weie heard, and lam come for thy words. 

13 But the prince of the kingdom of Perfia with- 
fto.:d me one and twenty days: but, Jo, Michael, one 
of the chief princes, came‘to help me: and 1 remained 
there with the kings of Perfia. 

14 Now Iam cometo make thee underftand what 
fhall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the 
vifion 7s for many days. 

15 And when he had fpoken fuch words unto me, I 
fet my face toward the ground, and I became dumb. 

16 And, behold, one like the fimilitude of the fons 
of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouta, 
and {pake, and faid unto him that flood before me, O 
my lord, by the vifion my forrows are turned upon 
me, and I have retained no Mrength. 

17 For how can the fervant of this my lord talk with 
this my lord? for as for me, ftraight way there remained 
no itrength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 

18°Then there came again and touched me owe like 
the appearance of aman, and he ftrengthened me, _ 

19 And faid, O man greatly beloved, fear not: 
peace ée unto thee, be ftrong, yea, be ftrong. And 
when he had {poken unto me, I was ftrenythened, and 
taid, Let my lord fpeak ; for thou haft ftrengthened me. 

20 Then faid he, Knoweft thou whereture I coine 
unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the 
prince of Perfia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince ot Grecia fhall come. 

2 But I will thew thee that which is noted in the 
fcripture of truth: and there 7s none that holdeth with 
me in thefe things, but Michael your prince. 

CHAP. XI. 
t The overthrow of Perfia by the king of Grecia. 5 Leagues 
and confliits between the kings of the fouth and of the north. 
LSO Lin the firft year of Darius the Mcde, ever 
1 ftood to confirm and to ftrengthen him. 

2 And now will I thew theethe truth. Behold, there 
fhall (tandupyet three kings in Perfia; and the fourth 
fhall be far richer than ‘bey all: and by his ttrength 
through his riches he fhall ftir up all againft the realm 
of Grecia. 

3 And a mighty king fhall ftand up, that fhall rule 
with great dominion, and do according to his will. 

4 And when he thall ftand up, his kingdom fhalt 
be broken, and fhall be divided toward the tour winds 


. of heaven; and not ro his pofteriry, nor according to 


his dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom thall 
be plucked up, even for others befide thofe. 

5 Q And the king of the fouth fhali be frong, and 
one of his princes; and he fhall be ttrong above him, 
and have dominion; his dominion /bail te a great do- 
minion. 

6 And inthe end of years they fhall join themfelves 
together; for the king’s daughter of che fouth thait 
come to the king of thenorth to makean agreement : 

, bur 





fervant of God, affuring him that his prayers had been heard; fhould 
make us fenfible how dear pious and zealous perfons are to God, 
and what regard he has to their fufferings and intercetlions fur 
others. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP.NI. XII. 
Xi. 2 There faall fland up yet three kings in Perfia, &e.]  Afeer 
Cyrus hall fucceed Cambyfes his fon; Smerdis, the magician; J).- 
rius, the fon of Hyftafpes; and the fourth is Xerxe-, the fon of Di- 
rius, who invaded Greece with an army of upwards of a million of 
men. 
3 A mizhty king fall fland up, &c.] Alexander the Great. 
5 The king of the foutb, &c.}  Puolemy the firft, the fon of Lagus, 
caikd Prolemy Soter. } 
Ae. 





By the revelation of thefe myfteries to Danicl, appears the truth of 
that declaration, ‘* the fecret of God is with them that fear him.” 


6G lu the end of years they forall flr heitfelves tozthcr, 
And the kind and encouraging behaviour of the angel to this j a. 


Namely, Prolemy Philudelphus, and Antiochus ‘Vheus, king oi >- 
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Leagues and confutts between 
Before .but fie fhall not retain the power of the arm; neither 
CHRIST nail he ftand, nor his arm: but the thall be given up, 
534° and they that brought her, and he that begat her, and’ 

\ he that flrengthened her in /hefe times. 

7 But out of abranch of her roots fhall ome ftand'up 
in his eftate, which fhall come with an army, and fhall 
enter into the fortrefs of the king of the north, and fhall 
deal againft them, and fhall prevail: 

8 And fhallalfo carry captivesinto Egypt their gods, 
with their princes, avd with their precious vefiels of 
filver and of gold; and he fhall continue more years 
than the king of the north. 

g Sv the king of the fouth thall come into dis king- 
dom, and fhall return into his own land. 

10 But his fons fhall be ftirred up, and thall affem- 
ble a multitude of great forces: and one fhall certainly 
come, and overflow, and pafs through: chen fhall he 
return, and be dtirred up, even to his fortrefs. 

11 And the king of the fouth fhall be moved with 
choler, and fhall come forth and fight with him, even 
with the king of the north: and he fhall fet forth a 
great multitude; but the multitude fhall be given into 
his hand. 

12 And when he hath taken away the multitude, his 
heart fhall be lifted up; and he fhall cafl down many 
ten thoufands: but he fhall not be ttrengthened y if. 

12 For the king of the north fhall return, and fhall 
fet forth a multitude greater than the former, and fhall 
certainly come after certain years with a great army 
and with much riches. 

14 And in thofe times there fhall many ftand up 
againft the king of the fouth: alfo the robbers of thy 
people fhall exalc themfelves to eftablith the vifion; 
but they fhall fall. ‘ : 

15 Sothe king of the north fhall come, and caft 
up a mount, and take the moft fenced cities; and the 
arms of the fouth fhall not withftand, neither his chofen 
people, neither /hall there be any ttrength to withftand. 

16 But he that cometh againft him fhall do accord- 
ing to his own will, and none fhall ftand before him: 
and he fhall ftand in the glorious land, which by his 
hand fhall be confumed. 

17 He fhall alfo fet his face to enter with the 
ftrength of his whole kingdom, and upright ones with 
him; thus fhall he do: and he fhall give him the 
daughter of women, corrupting her: but fhe fhall not 
ftand on his fide, neither be for him, 

18 After this fhall he turn his face unto the ifles, 
and fhall take many: but a prince for his own behalf 
fhall caufe the reproach offered by him to ceafe; with- 
out-his own reproach he fhall caufez¢ to turn upon him. 


19 Then he fhall turn his face toward the fort of | 


his own land: but he fhall (umble and fall, and not be 
found. 


20 Then fhall ftand up in his eftate a raifer of taxes | 


in the glory of the kingdom: but within a few days 
he fhall be deftroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle. 

2t ¥ And in his eftare fhall ftand up a vile perfon, 
to whom they fhall not give the honour of the king- 
dom: but he fhall come in peaceably, and obtain the 
kingdom by flatteries. F 

22 And with thearms of a flood fhall they be over- 
flown from before him, and fhall be broken; yea, alfo 
the prince of the covenant. 

23 And after the league made with him he fhall 
work deceitfully: for he fhall come up, and fhall be- 
come ftrong with a {mall people. 

24 He fhall enter peaceably even upon the fatteft 
places of the province; and he fhall do that which his 





9,8, 9 But out of a branch, &c.] By the “* branch” is meant 
Ptolemy Euergetes. 

10 But bis fos, &C.] Seleuchus and-Antiochus. 

12 And when he hath, &c.| Antiochus raifed a cruel perfecution 
againft the Jews, and it is faid flew fixty thoufand of them. 


20, 21 A raifer of taxes, &c.] Seleucus Philopater, who oppreffed. 


the Syrians. By “a vile perfon” is meant Ptolemy Philomater, who 
was an ufuper. 
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P. XI. ~ the kings of the fouth and of the north. 


‘fathers have not done, nor his father’s fathers; he fhall Before 

f{catter among them the prey, and fpoil, and riches: Cartes: 

-yea, and he fhall forecaft his devices againft the {trong Doe 
. holds, even for a time. 

25 And he fhall ftir up his power and his courage 
againit the king of the fouth with a great army; and 
the king of the fouth fhall be ftirred up to battle with 

- a very great and mighty army ; but he fhall not ftand: 
for they fhall forecaft devices againft him. 

26 Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat 
fhall deftroy him, and his army ihall overflow: and 
many fhall fall down flain. 

27 And both thefe kings’ hearts /hall be to do mif- 
chief, and they fhall fpeak lies at one table; but it 
fhall not profper: for yet the end /hal! be at the time 
‘appointed. 

_ 28 Then fhall he return into his land with great 
riches; and his heart /ha// be againft the holy covenant 3 
‘and he fhall do expéoits, and return to his own Jand. 

_ 29 Atthe time appointed he fhall retufn, and come 
toward the fouth ; but it fhall not be as the former, or 

as the latter. . 

3° For the thips of Chittim fhall come againft 
him: therefore he fhall be grieved, and return, and 
have indignation againft the holy covenant ; fo fhall he 
do; he fhall even return, and have intelligence with 
them that forfake the holy covenant. 

gt Andarms fhall ftand on his part, and-they fhall 
pollute the fanctuary of ftrength, and fhall take away 
fhe daily /acrifice. and they fhall place the abomination 
that maketh defolate. 

32 And fuch as do wickedly againft the covenant 
fhall he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do 
know their God fhall be flrong, and do exploits. 

33 And they that underftand among the people fhall 
imftruct many: yet they fhall fall by the fword, and by 
flame, by captivity, and by {poil, many days. 

Now when they fhall fall, they fhall be holpen 
with a little help: but many fhall cleave to them with 
flatterics. 

35 And fome of them of underftanding fhall fall, 
to try them, and to purge, and eo make them white, 
even to the time of the end: ‘becaufe zt zs yet for a time 
appointed. 

36 4 And the king fhall do according to his will ; 
and he fhall exalc himfelf, and magnify himfelf above 
every god, and fhall {peak marvellous things againft the 
God of gods, and fhall profper till the indignation beac- 
complifhed: for that that is determined fhall be done. 

37 Neither fhall he regard the God of his fathers,’ 
nor the defire of women, nor regard any god: for he 
tfhall magnify himfelf above all. ‘ ‘ 

38 Butin his eftate.fhall he honourthe God of forces: 
and a god whom his fathers knew not {hall he honour 
with gold, and filver, and with .precious ftones, and 
pleafant things. : 

39 Thus fhall he do in the moft {trong holds with 
a itrange god, whom he fhall acknowledge and increafe 
with glory: andhe fhall caufe them to rule over many, 
and fhall divide the land for gain. 

‘ 40 J And at the time of the end fhall the king of 
the fouth pufh at him: and the king of;he north {hall 
éome againit him like a whirlwind, with chariots, and 
with horfemen, and with many fhips; and he fhall enter oe 
into the countries, and fhall overflow and pafs over. me 

4t He fhall enter alfointo the glorious land, and 

Many countries fhall be overthrown: but thefe fhall 
éfcape out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and 
the chief of the children of Ammon. 
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26 Reed 7 His aces &c.] His familiar friends and confidants fhall 
be faife and treatherous to him, for he fhall be overthrown with flaugh- 
ter, as when Nilus overflows the country. 5 

‘40—43 And at, &c.] “By ‘‘ the fouth” is meant Egypt; and. 
by © the north,”-Syria; but both thefe were fwallowed ue in the great- 
nefs of the Roman empiie. By ‘* the King of the north” are meant 
the Turks, who were originally Scythians: Judea bus been Jong in 


eit hands. 
eae XII. 
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Michael fhall fiand up to deliver Ifrael. 





42 He thal! ftretch forth his hand alfo upon the 
and the land of Egypt fhall not efcape. 

43 But he fhall have power over the treafures of gold 
and of filver, and overall the precious things of Egypt: 


and the Lybians and the Ethiopians /hall ée at his fteps. - 


44 But tidings out of the eaft and out of the north 
fhall trouble him: thereforehe fhall go forth with great 
fury to deftroy, and utterly to make away many. 

45 And_he fhall plant the tabernacles of his palaces 
between the feas in the glorious holy mountain; yet he 
fhall come to his end, and none fhall help him. 

CHAP. XII. 

1 Michael fhall deliver Ifrael out of trouble. 
heareth the times, but underftandeth not, 
A N.D at that time fhall Michael ftand up, the 
great-prince which ftandeth for the children of 
thy people: and there fhall be atime of trouble, fuch 
as never was fince there was a nation even to that fame 
time: and at that time thy people fhall ‘be delivered, 
every one that {hall be found writren in the book. ~ 

2 And many of them that fleep in the duft of the 
earth fhall awake, fome to everlafting life, and fome 
to fhame, and everlafting contempt. 

3 And they that be wife thall fhineas the brightnefs 
of the firmament; and they that turn many to righ- 
teoufnefs as the flars for ever and ever. 

4. But thou, O Danicl, fhut up the words, and feal 


§ Daniel 


the book, even to the time of the end: many fhall run | 


to and fro, and knowledge fhall be increafed. 





XID. 7 4 time, times, and au half, &c.] Three prophetic years and 
a half, that is, one thoufand two hundred and fixty years, which, from 
the time of the prophecy, : reaches to the year of Chrift 606, when the 
doétrine of Mohammed was forged at Mecca, and the fupremacy of 
the pope eftablifhed By a grant from the tyrant Phocas. ‘The reitora- 
tian of che Jews is alfo here foretold. 

13 Thou fealt reff, &c.] "Thou halt reft in peace till the refurreCtion, 
and then obrain a fhare of that happinefs which is referved for the faith- 
Sees of God in heaven, when all thefe prophecies are accom- 
plithed. 





HOSEA. 
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The general refurreétion, 


§ 4 Then I Daniel looked, and, behold, there ftood Before 
other two, the one on this fide of the bank of the river, #88? 
34. 


-and the other on that fide of the bank of the river. 


6 And one faid to the man clothed in linen, which 
twas upon the waters of the river, How long fAall it be 


-to the end of thefe wonders ? 


7 And I heard the man clothed in linen, which was 
upon the waters of the river, when he held up his right 
hand and his left hand unto heaven, and fware by him 
that liveth for ever that it /ball be for atime, times, 
and an half; and when he fhall have accomplifhed to 
{catter the power of the holy people, all thefe things 
fhall be finifhed. 

8 And I heard, but I underftood not: then faid J, 
O my lord, what flail be the end of thefe shings ° 

9 And he faid, Go thy way, Daniel: for the words 
are clofed up and fealed till the time of the end. 

10 Many fhall be purified, and made whice, and 
tried ; but the wicked fhalldo wickedly : and none of 
the wicked fhall underftand; bur the wife fhall un- 
derftand. 

1x And from the time shat the daily /acrifice fhall be 
takenaway, aid the abomination thar maketh defolate 
fet up, there fhall be a thoufand two hundred and 
ninety days. 

12 Blelfed zs he that waiteth, and cometh to the 
thoufand three hundred and five and thirty days. 

13 But go thou chy way till che end Je: for thou 
fhalt reft, and ftand in thy lot at the end of the days. 





Generar Rerurectrsons on Chap, XI. XII. 

From the exaé fulfilment of the prophecies in this book, the divine 
authority of facred writ is confpicuous ; and were people to ftudy 
the feripteres with humility, and compare them with civil hiftory, 
there would be an end of infidelity. We have here feen the rife, 
progrefs, ambition, cruelty, and final overthrow, of many tyrants 
and great kingdoms, And we now fee, that the kingdom of the 
Meffiah furvives them all, and will continue to flourifh and in- 
creafe, in {pite of all oppofition, till all thofe who, with Daniel, 
fear God, and are highly favoured of him, fhall be made happy 

* with him for ever. 





H OS EA | 





THE ARGUMENT. 


Hofea is the firft of the lefer prophets: he lived in the kingdom of Samaria, and prophefied under the reign of feveral 
kings. His aim is, to expofe the grofs idolatries of the Fews, denounce God’s vengeance againf? them, and foretel 
their captivity. He alfo wrote of the coming of the Meffiah, the return of the Jews, and the calling of the Gentiles. 


' His fiyle is pathetic, and full of foort and lively fentences. 





CHAP. I. 
1 Hofea, to foew God’s judgment for fpiritual whoredom, 
taketh Gomer, 4.and hath by ber Fezreel, 6 Lo-rubamah, 
8 and In-ammi. 
' HE word of the Lorp that came unto Hofea, 
i the fon.cf Beeri, in the days of Uzziah. Jo- 
thana,;:-*/az, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, 
and in the days of Jeroboam the fon of Joath, king of 
Ifrael. ; 
_ 2 @ The beginning of the word of the Lorp by 
Hofea. And the Lorn faid to Hofea, Go, take unto 
thee a wife of whoredoms and children of whoredoms : 
for the land hath committed great whoredom, departing 
from the Lorp. , : 
‘3 So he went and took Gomer the daughter, of Dib- 
Jaim ; which conceived, and bare him a fon. 
4 And the Lorn faid urito him, Call his name Jez- 
rt a LT 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP.I. IL. _ 
I, 4 1 will avenge the blod of Fexreel, &e.] Though Jehu 


reel ; for yeta little while, and I will avenge-the blood pore 
of Jezreel upon the houfe of Jehu, and will caufe tocurist 


ceafe the kingdom of the houfe of Ifrael. 

5 And it thall come to pafs at that day, thar I will 
break the bow of Ifrael in the valley of Jezreel. 

6 4 And the conceived again, and bare a daughter. 
And God faid unto him, Call her name Lo-ruhamah: 
for I will no more have mercy upon the houfe of Ifrael; 
but I will utterly take them away. 

7 But I will have mercy upon the houfe of Judah, 


.and will fave them by the Lorp their God, and will not 


fave then by bow, nor by fword, nor by battle, by 
horfes, nor by horfemen. : 

8 @ Now when fhe had weaned Lo-ruhamah, fhe 
conceived, and bare a fon. 

9 Then faid God, Call his name Lo-ammi: for ye 


are not my people, and i will not be your God. 
10 Tf Y¥ce 


eta gE Nn RP De SS AT Se, 
executed the divine vengeance on the houfe of Ahab at Jezreel, yet as 
he did it not for the glory of God, and followed wicked practices, the 


extirpation of his family is threatened. 
19 Le 


7355 


The idolatry of the people. | 


Before. , 10 Yf Yet the numiber of the children of Ifrael fhall 
CHRIST be as the fand of the fea, which cannot be meafured 
7*3* yor numbered ; and it fhall come to pa(fs, ¢4af in the 
place wheré it was faid urito them, Ye are not my peo- 
ple, there it hall be faid unto them, Y¢ are the fons of 

the living Ged. : 
1m Then fhall the children of Judah and the chil- 
dren of Hrael be gathered together, and appoint them- 
felves one head, and they fhall come up out of the 

land: for great /hall be the day of Jezreel. 

; CHAP. I. 






« The idolatry of the people. 6 God's judgments againft. 


them: 14 his promifes of reconciliation. 
Se ye unto your brethren, Ammi; and to your 
fitters, Ruhamah. 

2 Plead with your mother, plead: for fhe zs not my 
wife, neither am I her hufband: let her therefore put 
away her whoredoms out of her fight, and her adulte- 
ries from between her breafts; . 

3 Left I ftrip her naked, and fer her as in the day 
that fhe was born, and make her as a wildernefs, and 
fet ber like a dry land, and flay her with thirft. 


And I will not have mercy upon her children; | 


for they de the children of whoredoms. 

5 For their mother hath played the harlot: fhe that 
conceived them hath, done fhamefully : for fhe faid, I 
will go after my lovers, that give me my-bread and 
my water, my wool and my flax, mine oil, and my 
drink. 

6 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up thy way with 
thorns,and make a wall, chat fhe fhall not find ber paths. 

7 And the fhall follow after her lovers, but the fhall 
not overtake them; and fhe fhall feek them, but hall 
not find them: then fhall ye fay, I will go and return 
to my firft hufband; for then was it better with me 
than now. of, a 

8 For fhe did not know that I gave her corn, and 
wine, and oil, and multiplied -her filver and gold, 
which they prepared for Baal, 

‘Therefore will] return, and take away my corn 
in the time thereof, and my wine in the feafon thereof, 
and will recover my wool and my flax given to cover 
her nukednefs. : 

10 And now will I difcover her lewdnefs in the fight 
of her lovers, and none fhall deliver her out of mine 
hand. 

tt I will alfo caufe all her mirth to ceafe, her feaft 
days, her new moons, and her fabbaths, and all her 
folemin feafts. ‘ 

12 And I will deftroy her vines and her &g trees, 
whereof fhe hath faid, Thefe are my rewards that my 
lovers have given me: and'I will make them a foreit, 
and the bea({ts of the field fhall eat them. 

13 And I will vific upon her the days of Baalim, 
wherein the burned incenfe to them, and fhe decked 
herfelf with her earrings and her jewels, and fhe went 
after her lovers, and forgat me, faith the Lorp. 

14 4 Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring 
her into the wildernefs,and {peak comfortably unto her, 

15 And I will give her her vineyards from thence, 
and the valley of Achor for a door of hope: and fhe 
fhall fing there, asin the days of her youth, and as in 
the day when fhe came up out of the land of Egypt. 

16 Andit fhall be at that day, faith the Lorp, that 
thou fhalt call me Ifhi; and fhalt callme no more Baali. 

17 For I will take away the names of Baalim out of 
Fe ee eee 

10 Yet the number, &c.] This refpeéts the flate of the church, both 
Jews and Gentiles, that were to be an innumerable company, and the 


true Ifrael, wiio believe and obey the gofpel. 
SAL. 9 Lawillgo aud return to my fift bufband, &c.) Her affliGtions 
will bring her to a fenfe of her daty, and the happinefs fhe enjoyed, 


while the cleaved ftedfaftly unto God. 
22 Theyfoall hear Fexreel.] This oo the new ftate of the church; 


Jezreel means the feed and arm of God. 
Generat Rervectrons onChap. I. I, . 


We here fee the great goodnefs of God, in re his prophets to warn 
and exhore finners; and fhquld therefore biels God for the gofpel 


CHAP. ILIILIV. God’s controver fy with eu for yaa gue 


her.mouth, and they fhall no more be remembered by 


. their name. 


18 And in that day will I make a covenant for them 
with the beafts of the field, and with the fawls of hea= 
ven, and with the creeping things of the ground: and 
I will break the bow and the fword and the batrle out 
of the earth, and will make them to lie down fafely. 

1g And I will betroth thee unto me for ever ; yea, 
I will betroth thee unto me in righteoufnefs, and in 
jadgment, and in lovingkindnefs, and in mercies. 

20 Iwill even betroth thee unto me in faithfulnefs z 
and thou fhalt know the Lorp. F 

21 Andit fhall come to pafs in that day, I will hear, 
faith the Lorp, I will hear the heavens, and they fhall 
hear the earth ; 

22 And the earth fhall hear the corn, and the wine, 
and the oil; and they fhall hear Jezreel. 

23 And I will fow her unto me in the earth; and 
I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained 
mercy ; and I will fay to them which were not my peo- 
ple, Thou art my people; and they fhall fay, Thou art 


my God. 
CHAP. Ill. - 

1 By the prophet taking unto him an adulterefs is foewed 

the defolation of Ifraet, and their, reftcration. 

HEN faid the Lorp unto me, Go yet, love a 

woman beloved of der friend,. yet an adulterefs, 
according to the love of the Lorp toward the children 
of Ifraél, who look to other gods, and love flagons o 
wine. 
2 SoI bought her to me for fifteen pieces of filver, 
and for an homer of barley, and an half homer of barley: 

3 And I faid unto her, Thou fhalt abide for mé many 
days; thou fhalt not play the harlot, and chou fhalt not 
be for another man: fo will 1 2lfo ée for thee. 

4 For the children of Ifrael fhall abide many days 
without 2 king, and without a prince, and without a 
facrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, 
and without teraphim : 

5 Afterward thall the children of Ifrael return, and 
feek the Lorp their God, and David theirking; and 
fhall fear the Lorp and his goodnefs in the latter days. 

CHAP. IY. 

1 God's judgments againft the people, 6 and the pric/ts, 12 
for idolatry. 15 Fudah is warned by Ifrael’s calamity, 
HE the word of the Lorp, ye children of If- 

rael: for the Lorp hath a controverfy with the 
inhabitants of the land, becaufe tere zs no truth, nor 
mercy, nor knowledge af God in the land. 

2 By fwearing, and lying, and killing, and ftealing, 
and committing adultery, they break out, and blood 
toucheth blood. 

3 Therefore fhall the land mourn, and every one 
that dwelleth therein fhall languifh, with the beafts of 
the field, and with the fowls of heaven ; yea, the fifhes 
of the fea alfo fhall be raken away. 

- 4 Yet let no man ftrive, nor reprove another : for 
thy people gre'as they that ftrive with the prieft. 
, Therefore fhalt thou fallin the day, and the pro- 
‘phet alfo fhall fall with thee in the night, and I will 
deitroy thy mother, ; 

’ 6 | My people are deftrayed for lack of know- 
ledge: becaufe thou haft rejected knowledge, I will 
alfo reje€l thee, that thou fhait be no prieft tome: fee- 
ing thou hat forgotten the 1gw of thy God, I will alfo 


7 As 


| forget thy children, 





difpenfation, ‘carry ourfelves before him with a godly jealoufy, and 
live to his glory. ‘ 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. III, IV, 


Ill. 4. The children of Ifraclfeall abide many days without a hing, &ce} 
The Jews have had no regal government ever fince the deftruction of 





Beforé , 
CHRIST 
7858 


their kingdom by Titus; but they are here encouraged to look for the | 


Meffiah, who was to be the glory of his people Ifracl. 
IV. 6 My people are defireyed for lack of knowledge, &c.] Their 


ignorance of the true principles of religion, is the caufe of thofe fing 


which bring down fuch heavy judgments upon them 
; * 38 De 





Before -As they were increaicd, fo they finned againit 
CS pane : therefore will I change their glory into fhame. 

a 8 They eat up the fin of. my people, and they fet 
their heart on their iniquity. 

9 And there fhall be, like people, like prieft: and 
I will punifh them for their ways, and reward them 
their doings. ; 

10 For they fhall eat, and not have enough: they 
fhall commit whoredom,,. and fhall not increafe: be- 
caufe they have left offto take heed to the Lorn. 

11 Whoredom and wine and new wine take away 
the heart. 


12 (° My people afk counfel at their ftocks, and their jf: 
Rtaffdeclareth untothem: for the fpirit of whoredoms | 
hath caufed them to err, and they have gone a whoring [| 


from under their God. ; 

13 They facrifice upon the tops of the mountains, 
and burn incenfe upon the hills, under oaks and pop- 
Jars and ‘elms, becaufe the fhadow thereof 7s good: 


therefore your daughters fhall commit whoredom, and } 


your fpoufes fh«ll commit adultery. 


14 I will not punith your daughters when they com- | 


mit whoredom, nor your fpoufes when they commit 


adultery: for themfelves are feparated with whores, fj 
and they facrifice vith harlots: therefore the people | 


that doth not underftand fhall fall. 


Though thou, Ifrael, play the harlot, yct let 


ie 
not Judah offend : and come not ye unto Gilgal, neither 
go ye up to Beth-aven, nor fwear, The Lord liveth. 


16 For Ifrael flideth back as a backfliding heifer: | 


now the Lorp will feed them asalambin a large place. 

17 Ephraim zs joined to idols: let him alone. 

18 Their drink is four; they have committed whore- 
dom continually: her rulers with fhame do love, 
Give ye. ‘ 

1g The wind hath bound her up in her wings, and 
they fhall be afbamed becaufe of their facrifices. 

CHAP. V. 

1 Gods judgments againf? priefts, people, and princes, 
of Ifrael, for their manifold fins, 15 until they repent. 
Hest ye this, O priefts ; and hearken, ye houfe 

of Ifracl; and give ye ear, O houfe of the king; 
for judgment zs toward you, becaufe ye have been a 
fnare on Mizpah, and a net fpread upon Tabor. 

2 And the revolters are profound to make flaugh- 
ter, though I save beex a rebuker of them all. 

I know Ephraim, and I{rael is not hid from me: 
for now, O Ephraim, thou committeft whoredom, and 
Ifrael is defiled. 

4 They will not frame their doings to turn unto 
their God: for the fpirit of whoredoms /s in the midft 
of them, and they have not known the Lorp. ; 

5 And the pride of Ifrael doth teftify to his face: 


therefore fhall Ifrael and Ephraim fall in their iniquity; }}- 


Judah alfo fhall fall with them. 

6 They thall go with their flocks and with their 
herds to feek the Lorn; but they fhall not find him; 
he-hath withdrawn himfelf from them. . 

7 They have dealt treacheroufly againft the Lorp: 
for they have begotten itrange children: now fhall a 
mouth devour them with their portions. 

8 Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah, and the trumpet in 
Ramah: cry aloud a¢ Beth-aven, after thee, O Ben- 

amin. 
y 9 Ephraim fhall be defolate in the day of rebuke: 
among the tribes of Ifrael have I made known that 
which {hall furely be. 
10 The princes of Judah were like them that remove 


- : . - - 
18 Do love, Give y¢.] ‘They love bribes. 


Gewerat Rerurectrirons on Chap. III. IV. 
Let us learn, that nothing but fin can feparate us from the love of God; 


and ever remember, that there is a certain meaftire of fin and grace, 


after which God withdraweth himfelf. , 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. VIL, 
Ve 10 The princes of Judah were like them that remove the bound,. 


4 


God's judgments againft the priefts, &c. HOSEA. 









ede 


An exhortation to repe 


ntance. 


the bound: ¢therefore 1 will pour out my wrath upon Before 


them like water. 
1s Ephraim zs oppreffed and broken in judgment, 


becaufe he willingly walked after the commandment. 


12 Therefore wi/!1 be unto Ephraim asa moth, and. 
to the houfe of Judah as rottennefs. : 
13 When Ephraim faw his ficknefs, and Judah /az 


4 his wound, then went Ephraim to the Affyrian, and 


fent to king Jareb: yet could he not heal you, nor 


J cure you of your wound. 


14 For I wi// de unto Ephraim as a lion, and as a 
young lion to the houfe of Judah: I, even I, will tear 
and go away; I will take away, and none fhall refcue 
bim. 


15 J I will go and return to my place, till they ac~ 
| knowledge their offence, and feek my face: in their 


affliction they will feek me early. 
CHAP VI. 
1 An exhortation to repentance. a A complaint again/t 
Tfrael and Fudab for their wickedne/s. 

OME, and let us return unto the Lorp: for 

he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath {mitten, 
and he will bind us up. 

2 After two days will he revive us: in the third 
day he will raife us up, and we fhall live in his fight. 

3 Then fhall we know, f we follow on to know the 
Lorp: his going forthis prepared'as the morning; and 
he fhall come unto us as the rain, as the Jatter axdthe 
former rain unto the earth. 

g O Ephraim, what fhall I do unto thee? O Ju- 
dah, what fhall I dounto thee? for your goodnefs is 
as a morning cloud, and as the early dew it goeth away. 

5 fherefore have I hewed them by the prophets; I 


shave flain them by the words of my mouth: and thy 


judgments are as the light that gosth forth. 

6 For I defired mercy, and.not facrifice; and the 
knowledge of -God more than burnt offerings. 

’ 7 But they like men havetranfgreffed the covenant ; 
there have they dealt treacherouily againft me. 

8 Gilead 7s a city of them that work iniquity, and 
zs poluted with blood. 

9 And as troops of robbers wait for a man, /o the 
company of priefts murder in the way by confent: for 
they commit lewdnefs. 

10 I have feen an horrible thing in the houfe of If 
rael: there zs the whoredom of Ephraim, Ifrael is de- 
filed. _ ; 

11-Alfo, O Judah, he hath fet an harveft for thee, 
when I returned the captivity of my people. 

CHAP. VI. 
t Lfrael reproved for manifold fins. 11 God’s wrath againft 
them for their hypocrify. 

HEN I would have healed Ifrael, then the 
’ iniquity of Ephraim was difcovered and the 
wickednefs of Samaria: for they commit falfehoods 
and the thief cometh in, azdthe troop of robbers {poil~ 

eth without: : 

z And they confider pot in their hearts that I re- 
member all their wickednefs: now their own doiags 
have befer them about; they are before my face. 

’ 3 They make the king glad with their wickednefs, 
and the princes with their lies. 

' 4 They are all adulterers, as an oven heated by the 
baker, wéo ceafeth from raifing after he hath kneaded 
the dough, until it be leavened. 

"5 Inthe day of our king the princes have made dim 
fick with bottles of wine; he ftretched out his hand 
with {corners. 

: 6 For 
deme ttt i SA TEE A PPE SP ST ETT SEY, 
&c.] ‘Tihey violated the moft facred laws of God, rejected his ordi- 
ances, and trampled on the rights and properties of the people, “ 

VI. 1 Come, and let us return, &¢.] A pious refolution, which 
the prophet ditates to them, as very proper‘ia their prefent circum- 
tances. 


6 I defired mercy, and not facrifee, Sc.] 1 defired not facrifice 
only, byt therewith true goodnefs and fincerity, and uprightnefs of 


heart, VUL 


CHRIsT 


730. 
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Before 


el threatened for impiety and idolatry. CHAP. VIII. IX.” 


6 For they have made ready their heart like an oven,. 


CHRIST hiles they lie in wait: their baker fleepeth all the 


780. 


760, 


night; in the morning it burneth as a flaming fire. 

7 They are all hot as an oven, and have devoured 
their judges ; all their kings are fallen: there is none 
among them that calleth unto me. . 

8 Ephraim, he hath mixed himfelf among the peo- 
ple; Ephraim is a cake not turned. 

9 Strangers have devoured his ftrength, and he 
knoweth /# not: yea, gray hairs are here and there upon 
him, yet he knoweth not. 

to And the pride of Ifracl teftifieth to his face: 
and they do not return to the Lorp their God, nor 
feek him for all this. 

ut & Ephraim alfo is like a filly dove without 
heart: they call to Egypt, they go to Affyria. 

12 When they fhall go, J will fpread my net upon 
them; I will bring them down as the fowls of the hea- 
ven: I willchaftife them,as their congregation hath heard, 

13 Woe unto them! for they have fled-from me: 
dcitruction unto them! becaufe they have tranfgrefled 
againft mc: though I have redeemed them, yet they 
have fsoken lies againft me. 

14 And they -have not cried unto me with their 
heart, when they howled upon their beds: they affemble 
themfelves for cornand wine, and they rebel again{t me. 

15 Though I have bound and ftrengthened their 
armis, yet do they imagine mi(chief againft me. 

16 They return, Sut not to the moft High: they are 
like a deceitful bow: their princes fhall fall by the 
fword for the rage of their-tongue: this /hall de their de- 
rifiun in the land of Egypt. ; 

CHAP. VIII. 
Defiruction is threatened both ta Ifrael and Fudah for their 
impiety and idolatry. 

ET the trumpet to thy mouth. He /ball come as an 

eagle againit the houfe of the Lorn, becaufe they 
tranfgrefled my covenant, and trefpaffed againft my law. 

2 Hfrael fhall cry unto me, My Gad, we know thee. 

3 Hrael hath catt off the thing that és good; the enemy 
fhall purfue him. 

- 4 They have fet up kings, but not by me: they have 
made princes, and I knew ## not: of their filver and 
their gold have they made them idols, that they may 
be cut off. 

’ 5 Thy calf, O Samaria, hath caft thee off ; mine an- 
ger is kindled againft them: how long will it be ere 
they attain to innocency? 


6 For from Ifrael was it alfo: the workman made | 


it; therefore it 7s not God: but the calf of. Samaria 
fhall be broken in pieces. 

7 For they have fown the.wind, and they fhall reap 
the whirlwind: it hath no ftalk: the bud fhall yield no 
meal: if fo be it yield, the ftranger fhall {wallow it up. 

8 Ifrael is fwallowed up: now fhall they be among 
the Gentiles as a veffel wherein zs no pleafure. 

' 9 For they are gone up to Affyria, a wild afs alone 
by himfelf: Ephraim hath hired lovers. 

to Yea, though they have hired among the nations, 
now will I gather them, and they fhall forrow a little 
for the burden of the king of princes. - * 

14 Becaufe Ephraim hath made many altars to fin, 
altars fhall be unto him to fin. 

x2 I have written to him the great things of my 
law, Sut they were counted as a ftrange thing. 

13 They facrifice fleth for the facrifices of mine of- 
ferings, and eat st; but the Lorp accepteth them not; 


a ear ra SS A SS 
VIN. 8 Ephraim is a cake not turned, &c.] Baked on one fide, ferving 
God only by halves, and halting between his fervice, and the worfhip 


of idols. 
16 Like a deceitful bow, &c.] That never fends the arrow to the 


mark : purfues the wrong path to happineis. ; 
Gewnrrat Rerusctions on Chap. V, VI. VI. 

Thefe chapters afford the following inftru€tions; namely, the dread- 
ful effects refulting from corrupt leaders; the neceffity of cordial 
worfhip, and fincere repentance, and of the knowledge and fear of 
God ; and that it is in vain for us to expect affiftance from God, if 

No. 26, 






-now will he remember their iniquity, and vilit their Before 
po en ON OUR TET, 


fins: they fhall return to Egypt. | 

14 For Ifrael hath forgotten his Maker, and build- 

eth temples ; and Judah hath multiplied fenced! cities‘ 

but I will fend a fire upon his cities, and it fhall devour 
the palaces thereof. , 

: CHAP. IX. 

The diftrefi and calamity of Ifrael for their fins, efpecially 

their idolatry. 
R ‘deco not, O Ifrael, for joy, as otder pecyle: 


1 


for thou haft gone a whoring from thy Go, thou - 


haft loved a reward upon every cornfloor. 

2 ‘the floorand the wineprefs fhall not feed them, 
and the new wine fhall fail in her. 

g They fhall not dwell in the Lorp’s land; but 
Ephraim fhall return to Egypt, and they {hai! eat un- 
clean things in Affyria. 

4 They thall not offer wine offerings to the Lorn, 
neither fhall they be pleafing unto him: their facritices 
Jeall be unto thém as the bread of mourners: 2/1 that 
eat thereof fhall be polluted: for their bread for their 
foul fhall not come into the houfe of the Lorp. 

5 What will ye do in the folemn day, and in the day 
of the feaft of the Lorn? ; 

6 For, lo, they are gone becaule of deftruétion: 
Egypt fhall gather them up, Memphis fhall bury them: 
the pleafant p/aces for their filver, nettles fhall poflefs 
them: thorns /ba// ée in their tabernacles. 

7 The days of vifitation are come, the days of re- 
compence are come; Ifrael fhall know it :. the prophet 
zs a fool, the fpiritual man zs mad, for the multitude 
of thine iniquity, and the great hatred. : 

8 The watchmen of Ephraim was with my God: 
éut the prophet is a fnare of a fowler in all bis ways, 
and hatred in the houfe of his God. 


g They have deeply corrupted ¢drm/elves, as in the 
days of Gibeah; therefore re will remember thcir ini- 


quity, he will vifit their fins. 

10 I found Ifrael like grapes in the wildernefs; I faw 
your fathers as the frft-ripe in the fig-tree at her firft 
time: dt they went to Baal-peor, and feparated them- 
{elves unto that fhame; and thezr abominations were 
according as they loved. 

11 As for Ephraim, their glory fhall fly away like a 
bird, from the birth, and from the womb, and from 
the conception. 

12 Though they bring up their children, yet will I 
bereave them, ¢hat there foa/! not de a man left: yea, 
woe alfo to them when I depart from them! 

13 Ephraim, as I faw Tyrus,-zs planted in a plea~ 
fant place: but Ephraim fhall bring forth his children 
to the murderer. 

14 Give them, O Larpb: what wilt thou give? give 
them a mifcarrying womb and dry breaifts. 

1g All their wickednefs 7s in Gilgal: for there E 
hated them: for the wickednefs of their doings 1 will 
drive them out of mine houfe, I will love them no 
more: all their princes gre revolters. 

16 Ephraim is fmitten, their root is dried up, they 
fhall bear no fruit: yea, though they bring forth, yer 
will I flay even the beloved fruit of their womb. 

17 My God will caft them away, becaufe they did 
not hearken ynto him: and they fhall be wanderers 
among the nations. 

CHAP. X. 

Urael is repraved and threatened for their impiety and ido- 
latry, and exhorted to repentance. 

: ISRAEL 


by reafon of fin he is become our enemy, inafmuch as uprightnefs of 
heart confitutes the effence of true religion. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. VIII. IX. X. 


VII. 5 Thy calf, O Samaria, hath caft rhee off, &c.] It cannot 


deliver thee from the evils‘coming upon thee. 
13 They fall return to Egypt-] Into a fecond bondage: a proverbial 


reffion for extreme mifery. 
eT. 8 The prophet is a fnare of a fowler, &c.] Falfe prophets, by 


their idolatries, hurry men to delufions, 


8G Xe 


0 HeF diftrefs and captivity, 
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‘Tfrael’s ingratitude for God’s benefits. HOSEA. Ephrau’s fins and gratitude. 
= ee) 
Before WSRAEL 7s an empty-vine, he bringeth forth fruit the Affyrian fhall be his king, becaufe they refufed to Before 
eee _unto himfelf: according to the multitude of his return. CHRIST 
w° frnit he hath increafed the altars; according to the 6 And the {word fhall abide on his cities, and fhall 7** 


goodnefs of his land they have made goodly images. 

2 Their heart is divided; now fhall they be found 
faulty: he fhall break down their altars, he fhall fpoil 
their images. 

3 For now they fhall fay, We have no king, becaufe 
we feared not the Lorp; what then fhould aking do 
to us? 

4 They have fpoken words, fwearing falfely in mak- 
ing a covenant: thus judgment fpringeth up as hem- 
lock in the furrows of the field. 

5 Theinhabitants of Samaria fhall fear becaufe of the 
calves of Beth-aven: for the people thereof fhall mourn 
over it, and the priefts thereof that rejoiced on it, for 
the glory thereof, becaufe it is departed from it. 

6 It fhall be alfo carried unto Affyria for a prefent 
to king Jareb : Ephraim fhall receive fhame, and Ifrael 
fhall be afhamed of his own counfel. 

7 As for Samaria, her king is cut offas the foam 
upon the water. 

8 The high places alfo of Aven, the fin of Ifrael, 
fhall be deftroyed : the thorn and the thiftle fhall come 
up on their altars; and they fhall fay to the mountains, 
Cover us; and to the hills, Fall on us. 

9 O Hrael, thou haft finned from the days of Gi- 
beah : there they ftood: the battle in Gibeah againft 
the children of iniquity did not overtake them.” 

10 Js 7t in my defire that I fhonld chaftife them ; 
and the people trall be gathered..againft them, when 
they fhall bind themfelves in their two furrows. 

1x And Ephraim és as an heifer ‘hat 7s taught, and 
loveth to tread out the corn; but I pafled over upon 
her fair neck: I will make Ephraim to ride; Judah 
fhall plow, and Jacob fhall break his clods. 

12 Sow to yourfelves in righteoufnefs, reap in mercy; 
break up your fallow ground: for zt zs time to feek the 
Lorp, till he come and rain righteoufhefs upon you. 

13 Ye have plowed wickednefs, ye have reaped ini- 
quity ; ye have eaten the fruit of lies: becaufe thou 
didit truft in thy way, in the multitude of thy mighty 
men. 

14 Therefore fhall a tumult rife among thy people, 
and all thy fortreffes fhall be {poiled, as Shalman fpoiled 
Beth-arbel in the day of battle: the mother was dafhed 
in pieces upon Jer children. 

15 So fhall Beth-el do unto you becaufe of your 
great wickedne(fs: in a morning fhall the king of Ifrael 
utterly be cut off. 


CHAP. XI. 


t Ifrae?’s ingratitude to God for his benefits: 5 God’s judg- 
ment upon them: 8 His mercy toward them. 
HEN Ifrael was a child, then I loved him, and 
called my fon out of Egypt. 

2 sthey called them, fo they went from them : 
they facrificed unto Baalim, and burned incenfe to gra- 
ven images. © 

3 Etaught Ephraim alfo to go, taking them by their 
arms ; but they knew not that I healed them. 

4 I drew them with cords of a man, with bands of 
Jove: and I was to them as they that take off the yoke 
on their jaws, and I laid meat unto them. 

5 4 He fhall not return into the land of Egypt, but 





X. 2 Their heart is divided, &c.] Between God and their idols. 

8 They foall fay to the mountains, Gover us, &c.) Thefe words ex- 
prefs the great confternation of the wicked, when the judgments of the 
Almighty fhall overtake them. 

15-21 a morning, &c.} ‘That is, fuddenly and unexpeRedly. 

Generau ReFrrections on Chap. VIII. IX. X, 
We are here led to confider, that if the Ifraelites were punifhed for their 
difobedience, how fhall we efcape, if we negleét the clearer revelation 
* given us of God’s will: Let us therefore praife the Lord for his good- 
nefs, cleave to him in his ways, and worfhip him in fincerity and 
truth, that we may efcape his judgments hereafter. 
Coe Y anno NOTES on CHAP. XI. XII. 


2 Called my for ont of Egypt.) U{rael, here called the fon of 


confume his branches, and devour them, becaufe of their 
own counfels. 

7 And my people are bent to backfliding from me: 
though they called them to the moft High, none at all 
would exalt bm. 

8 ¢ How fhall I give thee up, Ephraim? ow fhall 
I deliver thee, Ifrael? how fhall I make thee as Admah? 
how fhall J fet thee as Zcboim? mine heart is turned 
within me, my repentings are kindled together. 

9 I will not execute the fiercenefs of mine anger, I 
will not return to deftroy Ephraim: for I am God, 
and not man; the Holy One in the midft of thee: and 
I will not enter into the city. 

ro They fhall walk after the Lorn: he fhall roar 
like a lion: when he fhall roar, then the children fhalk 
tremble from the weft. : 

11 They fhall tremble as a bird out of Egypt, and 
as a dove out of the land of Aflyria: and I will place 
them in their houfes, faith the Lorn. 

12 Y Ephraim compafleth me about with lies, and the 
houfe of Ifrael with deceit: but Judah yet ruleth with 
God, and is faithful with the faints. 

CHAP. il. 
1 Ephraim and Judah reproved. 3 They are exhorted to 
repent. 7 Epbraim’s fins provoke God. 
PHRAIM feedeth on wind, and followeth after 
the eaft wind: he daily increafeth lies and defola- 
tion; and they do make a covenant with the Affyrians, 
and oil is carried into Egypt. 

2 The Lorp hath alfo a controverfy with Judah, 
and will punifh Jacob according to his ways; accyrding 
to his doings will he recoinpenfe hia. 

3 Y He took his brother by the hcel in the womb, 
and by his ftreneth he had power with God: 

4 Yea, he had power over the angel, aad prevailed: 
he wept, and made fipplication into him: he found 
him 77 Beth-cl, and there he fpzke with us; 

5 Even the Loap God of hofts; the Lorn gs his 
memorial. 

6 Thercfore turn thou to thy God: kcep mercy and 
judgment, and wait on thy God continually. 

7 He is amerchant, the balances of deceit are in lis 
hand: he loveth to opprefs. 

8 And Ephraim faid, Yet Iam become rich, I have 
found me out fubflance: zz all my labours they thal 
find none iniquity in me that were fin. 

g And I that am the Lorp thy God from the land 
of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in tabernacles, as 
in the days of the folemn feafts. 

to IJ have alfo fpoken by the prophets, and I have 
multiplied vifions, and ufed fimilitudes, by the miniflry 
of the prophets. 

11 Js there iniquity iz Gilead? furely they are va- 
nity : they facrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, their altars 
are as heaps in the furrows of the fields, 

12 And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and 
Ifrael ferved for a wife, and for a wife he kept /heep. 

13 And by a prophet the Lorp brought Hrael out of 
Egypt, and by a prophet was he preferved. 

14 Ephraim provoked Aim to anger moft hitterly : 
therefore fhall he leave his blood upon him, and his re-~ 
proach fhall his Lord return unto him. 

CHAP. 


God, was an ancient type of the Mefiiah, in whom all the promifes of 
God are fulfilled. 

4 I drew them with c2:.'s of a man, &c.] I made ufe of the gentleft 
methods of lovingkindnefs and good-will. 

12 Judah yet ruleth with God, &c.] Faithfully obferves thofe ordi- 
nances which God gave to his faints. 

XI. 7 Be is a merchant, &c.| He loves thofe frauds which are too 
commonly prattifed in buying and felling. 

11 Js there iniquity in Gilead? &c.} Wt may be rendered, Is there not 
iniquity in Gilead? 

Generar Rerrectrons. on Chap. XI. XII. 

To punifh is God’s ftrange work; therefore he repeatedly holds forth 

the fceptre of his mercy before he inflitts the rod of his juffice i 

an 








A promife of redemption from the gravee CH AP. XIV. A promife of God’s bleffing to Ifrael. 


141 will ranfom them from the power of the grave ; 








Before 


CHAP. XIll. 


Before 
CHRIST; Epbraim’s glory vanifbeth by reafon of idolatry. 9 A |} I will redeem them from death: O death, I will be thy cHRisT 
725° promife of mercy and redemption from the grave. plagues; O grave, I will be thy deftruction: repentance 725+ 


HEN Ephraim fpake trembling, -he exalted 
himfelf in Ifrael ; but when he offended in 
Baal, he died. : 

-2 And now they fin more and more, and have made 
them molten images of their filver, and idols according 
to their own underftanding, all of it the work of the 
craftfmen: they fay of them, Let the men that facri- 
fice kifs the calves. 

3 Therefore they fhall be as the morning cloud, and 
as the early dew that paffeth away, as the chaff shat 
is driven with the whirlwind out of the floor, and as the 
{moke out ofthe chimney. ; 

4 § Yer I am the Lorp thy God from the land of 
Egypt, and thou -fhalt know no god but me: for ¢here 
zs no faviour befide me. 

5 I did know thee in the wildernefs, in the land of 
great drought. 

6 According to their pafture, fo were they filled ; they 
were filled, and their heart was exalted ; therefore have 
they forgotten me. 

7 Therefore I will be unto them as a lion: as aleo- 
pard by the way will I obferve them. 

8 I will meet them as a bear /hat 7s bereaved of her 
whelps, and will rend the caul of their heart, and there 
will I devour them like a lion; the wild beaft fhall 
tear them. 

9 ¥ O Ifracl thou haft deftroyed thyfelf; but in me 
zs thine help. 

10 Iwill be thy king: where is any other that may 
fave thee in all thy cities ? and thy judges of whom thou 
faidft, Give mea kingand princes? 

11 I.gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him 
away in my wrath. 

t2 The iniquity of Ephraim 7s bound up; his fin 
és hid. 

13 The forrows of a travailing woman fhall come 
upon him: he 7s an unwife fon ; for he fhould not ftay 
long in the place of the breaking forth of children. 





and the example of wreftling Jacob, and his fuccefs, teach us, that 
God will refufe nothing to thofe who call upon him with humility, 
perfeverance, and faith. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XUI. XIV. 
XIII. 9 Thou haf? deftrayed thyfelf, but in me is thine help.] Thy own 
fins have brought down deftruétion upon thee, and from me only thou 
canft expect deliverance and falvation, " 
14. O death, £ will be thy plagues, &c.| Tt fhould have run thus; 
© death, where is thy victory ? and thy fting, O Hades? See 1 Cor. 


XV. 55+ . 
XIV. 2 Take with you words, &c.] To fhew my readinefs to re- 


a ae nS ere 


TO 


fhall be hid from mine cyes. : 

1§ Though he be fruitful among 47s brethren, an 
eaft wind fhall come, the wind of the Lorp fhall come 
up from the wildernefs, and his fpring fhall become 
dry, and his fountain fhall be dried up: he shall fpoil 
the treafure of all pleafant veffels. 

16 Samaria fhall become defolate; for fhe hath re- 
belled againft her God: they fhall fall by the {word : 
their infants fhall be dafhed in pieces, and their women 
with child fhall be ripped up. 

CHAP. XIV. 
1 An exhortation to repentance. 4 A promife of God’s 
bleffing. 
Ifrael, return unto the Lorp thy God; for thou 
haft fallen by thine iniquity. : 

2 Take with you words and turn to the Lorp: fay 
unto him, Take away all iniquity, and receive ws gra- 
cioufly: fo will we render the calves of our lips. 

3 Asfhur fhall nor fave us; we will not ride upon 
horfes: neither will we fay any morc to the work of our 
hands, 2% are our gods: for in thee the fatherlefs find- 
eth mercy. 

4.4 1 will heal their backfliding, I will love them 
freely : for mine anger is turned away from him. 

5 I will be as the dew unto Ifrael : he fhall grow as 
the lily, and caft forth his roots as Lebanon. 

6 His branches fhall {pread, and his beauty fhall be 
as the olive tree, and his fmell as Lebanon. 

7 They that dwell under his fhadow fhall return ; 
they fhall revive as the corn, and grow as the vines 
the fcent thercof feall de as the wine of Lebanon. 

8 Ephraim fall fay, What have I todo any morewith 
idols ? I have heard Aim, and obferved him: I am like 
a green fir tree. From me is thy fruit found. 

9 Who is wife, and he fhall underftand thefe ‘things ? 
prudent, and he fhall know thein? for the ways of the 
Lorp are right, and the juft fhall walk in them: but 
the tranfgreffors fhall fall therein. 





ceive you to favour, ufe this form of confeffion from your heart, and 

I will forgive you all that is paft. 

P The calves of our lips.) The fruit of our lips: and our reafonable 

ervice. 

7 They that dwell under his foadow, &c.] Thofe who are joined to 
the true church fhall be bleffed. 
Generat ReFiectrions on Chap. XIII. XIv. 

We learn from hence, that the rebellion and idolatry of the Ifraelites 
loft them the love and favonrof God: but when we have offended 
him, it is our duty to implore his mercy and grace; for God is 
always difpofed to receive into favour thofe that repent ; and to do 
them good. 





Qa a 
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THE ARGUMENT. — 
Joel is thought to have prophefed inthe reign of Uzziah. His fiyleis clear, elegant, and copious ; full of fublimity and 


true poetical fpirit. 


He exclaims againft the idolatry of the Jews, foretells the calamities they fhould fuffer on that 


account, but at the fame tine fupports them with the comfortable reflection, that their miferies fhould have an end by 
the coming of the Meffiah, when thofe who believed on him fhould enjoy every earthly and heavenly bleffing. 
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— 





3 Tell ye your children of it, and /e¢ your children Before 
fell their children, and their childrenanother generation.CHRIST 
4 That which the palmerworm hath left hath the 8006 
locuft eaten ; and that which the locuft hath left hath 
the cankerworm caten; and that which the cankerworm 

hath left hath the caterpillar eaten, 
5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl, all 
ye drinkers of wine, becaufe of the new wine ; for it is 


cbt off from your mouth, 
I - 6 For 


CHAP. I. 
1 Joel declareth the deftruciion of the fruits of the earth by 
noxious infee?s, 8 aud by a drought. 14 He recommendcth 
a folemn fafting with prayer to deprecate thefe judgments. 
Before HE word of the Lorp that came to Jocl the fon 
ehise i : 
00. 


of Pethuel. 
2 Hear this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye 
inhabitants of the land. Hath this been in your days, 
or even the days of your fathers 2? 





loses. 
The prophet declareth fundry judgments of God. JO EL. Repentance exhorted. A faft prefcribed, 


5 Like the noife of chariots on the tops of moun~ Before 


Before 6 For a nation is come up upon my land, ftrong, 
‘tains fhall they leap, like the noife of a Hame of fire oe 


CHRIST 35d without number, whofe teeth are the teeth of a 


°° Jion, and he hath the cheek teeth of a great lion. 
'" 4,He hath laid my vine wafte, and barked my fig 
tree: he.hath made it clean bare, and caft it away; 
the branches thereof are made white. 

8 GY Lament like a virgin girded with fackcloth 


for the hufband of ner youth. 


9 The meat offering and the drink offering is cut }, 


off from the houfe of the Lorn; the prietis, the Lord’s 
miniflers, mourn, 

10 The field is waf'ed, the land mourneth; for the 
corn is wafted: the new wine is dried up, the oil Jan- 
guifbeth. 

11 Be ye afthamed, O ye huifbandmen; howl, O ye 
vinedreffers, for the wheat and for the barley; becaufe 
the harveft of the field is perifhed. 

12 The vine is dried up,and the fig tree Janguifheth ; 
the pomegranate tree, the palm tree alfo, and the apple 
tree, even all the trees of the field, are withered: be- 
caufe joy is withered away from the fons of men. 

13 Gird yourfelves, and lament, ye priefts: howl, 
ye minifters of the altar: come, lie all night in fack- 
cloth, ye minifters of my God: for the meat offering 


and the drink offering is withholden from the houfe of | 


your God. 

14 % Sandtify ye a faft, call a folemn affembly, 
gather the elders axd all the inhabitants of the land 
mto the houfe of the Lorp your God, and cry unto 
the Lorp. 

15 Alas for the day! for the day of the Lord is at 
hand, and as a deftruction from the Almighty fhall ir 
come. 

16 Isnot the meat cut off before our eyes, yea, joy 
and glacdnefs from the houfe of our God ?- 

17. The feed is rotten under their clods, the garners 
are laid defulate, the barns are broken down: for the 
corn is withered. 

18 How do the beafts groan! the herds of cattle 
are perplexed, becaufe they have no pafture; yea, the 
flocks of theep are made defolate. 

19 O Lorp, to thee willl cry: for the fire hath de- 
voured the paftures af the wildernefs, and the‘fiame 
hath burned all the trees of the field. 

20 The beaits of the field cry alfo unto thee:, for 
the rivers of waters are dried up, and the fire hath de- 
voured the paftures of the wildernefs. 

CHAP. IL. 
1 God's judgment. 12 Repentance exhorted. 15 Afaft 
preferibed. 18 Bleffing promifed. 21 Zion comforted. 
LOW ye the trumpet in Zion, and found an alarm 
B ‘in my holy mountain : let all the inhabitants of 
the land tremble: for the day of the Lorpv cometh, for 
itis nigh at hand ; : 

2 A day of darknefs and of gloominefs, a day of 
clouds and of thick darknefs, as the morning {fpread 
upon the mountains: a great people and a flrong; 
there hath not been ever the like, neither fhall be any 
more after it, even to the years of many generations. 

3 A fire devoureth before them; and behind them 
a flame burneth: the land ¢s as the garden of Eden be- 
fore them, and behind them a defolate wildernefs; yea, 
and nothing fhall efcape them. . 

4 The appearance of them zs as the appearance of 
hories ; and as horfemen, fo fhall they run. 


Leen enn mene 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. I, 


6 A nation is come up upon my land, firong, and without number, &c.] 
Joel, under the metaphor of thefe locufts, in all prebability, defcribes 
the numerous army of the Chaldeans.. 7 

12 The vine is dried up, &c.} In Barbary, in the month of June, the 
locufts colle&t themfelves into compact bodies afurlong or more in fquare, 


and afterwards marching towards the fea, devour every vegetable in 


their way. : : 
a The fire &c.} The burning and fiery drought. 


GenerabL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I, 


God has many ways of chaftifing finners, fuch as by drought, vermin, . 


barrennefs, famine, war, &c. the remedy, therefore, under thefe 
calamities, is, to betake ourfelves to God by humiliation, fafgng, 


4 


that devoureth the ftubble, as a ftrong people fet in. 


battle array. 


6. Before their face the people thall be much pained: | 
| all faces fha!l- gather blacknefs. 


7 They fhall run like mighty men ; they fhall climb 
the wall like men of war; and they fhall march every 
one on his ways, and they {hall not break their ranks: 

8 Neither fhall one thruft another: they fhall walk 
every one in his path: and when they fall upon the 
fword, they fhall not be wounded. . 

9 They fhall run to and fro in the city; they fhal 
run upon the wall, they fhall climb up upon the houles; 
they fhall enter in at the windows like a thief. 


1o The earth fhall quake before them; the heavens. 


fhall tremble: the fun and the moon fhall be dark, and 
the ftars thall withdraw their fhining: 

tz And the Lorp fhall utter his voice before his 
army: for his camp/és very great: for e is rong that 
executeth his word: for the day of the Lorn #s great 
and very terrible; and who can abide it? 


12 § Therefore alfo now, faith the Lorp, turn ye . 


even tome with all your heart, and with falling, and 
with weeping, and with mourning: 


13 And rend your heart, and not your garments, 


and turn untothe Lorp your God: for hes gracious 
and merciful, flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and 
repentcth him of the evil. : 

14 Who knoweth fhe will return and repent, and 
leave a blefling behind him; even a meat offering and 
a drink offering unto the Lorp your God? 

15 @ Blow the trumpet in Zion, fanctify a fait, call 
a fulemn affembly : 

16 Gather the people, fanctify the congregation, 
affemble the elders, gather the children, and thofe that 
fuck the breafts: let the bridegroom go forth of his 
chamber, and the bride out of her clofet. 

17 Let the priefls, the minifters of the Lorp, weep 
between the porch and the altar, and let them fay, 
Spare thy people, O Lorn, and give nor thine heritage 
to reproach, that the heathen fhould rule over them : 
wherefore thould they fay among the people, Where és 
their God? 

18 Y Then will the Lorp be jealous for his land, 

and pity his people. 
..1tg9 Yea, che Lorp will anfwer and fay unto his peo- 
ple, Behold, I will fend you corn, and wine, and oil, 
and ye fhall be fatisfied therewith: and I will no more 
make youa reproach among the heathen: 7 

zo But I will remove far of from you the northern 
army, and will drive him into a land barrenand defolate,,. 


‘| with his face toward the eait fea, and his hinder part 


toward the utmoft fea, and his ftink fhall come up, 
and his ill favour fhall come up, becaufe he hath done 
great things. 

21 G Fear not, O laad; be glad and rejoice: 
for the Lorp willdo great things. 

22 Benot afraid, ye beafts of the field: for the paf- 
tures of the wildernefs do fpring, for the tree beareth 
her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their 
ftrength. 

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice 
in the Lorp your God: for he hath given you the 

former 





and earneft prayer, that his deferved judgments may be averted 
from us. 


COMMENTARY axrv NOTES on CHAP. II. UL 


Il. 3 4 fire devoureth-—behind them a defolate wilderne/s, &e.J A 
moft noble and erue defcription of the dreadful havock of thefe locufts, 
which march in fuch a compaét manner, that none of their ranks are 
ever broken; fo that the approach of theft deftru¢tive creatures arca 
true emblem of the defolation confequent on the march of a well difi- 
plined and hoftile army. 


13 Rend your heart, and not your garments, &.] Rend your 


hearts, rather than your garments: be trely and internally penitent - 


and broken-hearted for your fins, and not merely vifibly and ex- 
ternally fo, 


TW” 





The cffufion of the holy fpirit promfed. CHAP. III. God’s zudgments again/t his people's ene: 


_Before former rain moderately, and he will caufetocomedown 
; CHRIST for you the rain, the former rain, and the latter rain 


in the firft month. 

24 And the floors fhall be full of wheat, and the 
fats fhall overflow with wine and oil. 

25 And I willreftore to you the years that the locutt 
hath eaten,the cankerworm, and the caterpiller, and the 
palmerworm, my great army which I fent among 

ron. 
: 26 And ye fhall eat in plenty, and be fatisfied, and 
praife the name of the Lorp your God, that hath deal 
wondereufly with you: and my people fhall never be 
afhamed. ; 

27 And ye fhall know that I am in the midft of 
Ifrael, and that I am the Lorp your God, and none 
elf: and my people fhall never be afhamed. 

28 YF And it fhall come to pafs afterward, that I 
wili pour out my fpirit upon all fefh; and your fons 
wid jc sughters fhall prophefy, your old men fhail 
dest. creams, your, young men fhall fee vifions: ~ 

2g And alf upon the fervants and upon the hand. 
maids in thofe days will I pour out my fpirit. ji 

30 And I will thew wonders in the heavens and in 
the earth blood, and fire, and pillars of fmoke. ; 

31 The fun fhall be turned into darknefs, and the 
m .on inta blood, before the great and the terrible day 
of :.c¢ Lorp come. 

32 And it thall come to pafs, that whofoever fhall 
e2lf aon fhe name of the Lorp fhall be delivered: for 
in mount Zion and in Jerufalem fhall be deliverance, 
az the Lory hath faid, and in the remnant whoni the 


Lorov thall call. 
CHAP. Ul. 
1 Goa’s judgments againft the enemies of bis people: 18 bis 
Dieting upon the church. 
OR, behold, in thofe days, and in that time, 

_ when I thali bring again the captivity of Judah 
and Jerufalem, 

¢ Iwill alfo gather all nations, and will bring them 
down into the valley of Jehothaphat, and will plead 
wich them there for my people and for my heritage 
Ifrrel, whom they have fcattered among the nations, 
and parted my land. 

3 «ind they have caft lots for my people ; and have 
given a boy for an harlot, and fold a girl for wine, that 
they might drink. 

Yea, and what have ye to do with me, O Tyre, 
ancl Zidon, and all the coafts of Paleftine ? will ye 
render me a recompence? and if ye recompenfe me, 
{wiftly and fpeedily will [return your recompenceupon 
your own head ; 

§ Becaute ye have taken my filver and my gold, 





IN. 1, 2 Fer, behold, &c.] Hercby is meant, the calling of the 
Gentiles to the fuith of Chrift, In the latter times, even at this day. 

18 The mountains feall drop down new wine, &c.} From hence to the 
end of the chapter is pointed out the glory of the Meffiah’s kingdom, 
and the grace that fhould be diffufed on the fubjeéts of it, in abun- 
dance. : 





A M 








and have carried into your temples my goodly pleafant 
things ; 

6 The children alfo of Judah and the children of 
Jerufalem have ye fold unto the Grecians, that ye 


‘might remove them far from their burder. 


7 Behold, I will raife them out of the place whither 
ye have fold them, and will return your recompence 
upon your own head: 

8 And 1 will fell your fons and your daughters into 
the hand of the children of Judah, and they fhall fell 


AICS. 


Refore 


CHRIST 


800. 


them to the Sabeans, toa people far off: for the Lorn. . 


hath fpoken i. 

9g: Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles ; Prepare 
war, wake up the mighty men, Iet all the men of war 
draw near; let them come up : 

10 Beat your plowfhares into fwords, and your 
pruninghooks into {pears: let the weak fay, I am ftrone. 

11 Affemble yourtelves, and com:, all ye heathen, 
and gather yourfelves together round about: thither 
caufe thy mighty ones to come cown, O Lorp. 

x2 Let the heathen be weakened, and come up to 
the valley of Jehofhaphat : for there will I fit to judge 
all the heathen round about. 

13 Put yein the fickle, for the harveft is ripe : come, 
get you down; for the prefs is full, the fats overflow: 
for their wickednefs zs great. 

14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decifion; 
for the day of the Lorn iés near in the valley of decifion, 

15 The fun and the moon fhall be darkened, and tie 
ftars fhall withdraw their fhining. 

16 The LorD alfo fhall roar out of Zian, and utter 
his voice from Jerufalem; and the heavens and the 
earth fhall fhake: but the Lorp w7r// be the hope of 


‘his people, and the ftrength of the children of Ifrael, 


17 So fhall ye know that I am the Lorp your God 
dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain: then fhall Je- 
rufalem be holy, and there fhall be no ftrangers pafs 
through her any more. 

18 J And it {hall come to pafs in that day, taf the 
mountains fhall drop down new wine, and the hills 
fhall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah fhall 
flow with waters, and a fountain fhall come forth of 
the houfe of the Lorn, and shall water the valley of 
Shittim. 

19 Egypt fhall be a defolation, and Edom fhall be 
a defolate wildernefs, for the violence again the chil~ 


‘dren of Judah, becaufe they have fhed innocent blood 


in their land. 
,, 20 But Judah fhall dwell for ever, and Jerufaten: 


from generation to generation, ; 
2t For I will cleanfe their blood ¢4at I have not 


cleanfed: for the Lorn dweljeth in Zion. 





Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. UI. IIL 
As war, peftilence, and famine, are the tokens of God’s difpleafure for 
fin; fo likewife the promifes here made are applicable to al] true 
members of the Chriftian church, who ferve God out of 2 pure heart, 
and take Chrift for their redeemer and protector, and call upon his 
name, 





oO S. 





THE ARGUMENT, 


Anos was cotemporary with Hofea; he.was called to the prophetic office, when a herd/man. at Tekoa, about twelve miles 


South of Ferufalem. 


The fame celeftial Spirit that dictated divine truths té Yaiah and Daniel in the palace, animated 


the breafis of David and Amos ‘in the paftoral-tottage. He begins his prophecies with denunciatrons of Gods 


judgments, and concludes with promifes of the reftoration and -efta ; 
He ts equal to the greateft prophets in loftinefs af. Jeatinént, the {plendor of his dittion,' tnd the tiegance of bis compo- 


. fition. 
No. 57. 


bitfoment of the kingdon of David and the Meffiah. 


8H CHAP. 





Ammon, Moab, Fudah, and Ifrael, 


tumult, with fhouting, avd withthe found ofthetrumpct: Before 
3 And I willcut off the judge from the midft thereof, CHRIST 


God's judgments upon Syria, Tyrus, Edom, AM OS. 


Before CHAP. I. 
CHRIST y he time when Amos prophefied. 3 He foeweth God's 


787- judgements upon Syria, 6 upon the Philiftines, 9 upon 

Tyrus, 11 upon Edom, 13 upon Ammon. 

HE words of Amos, whowas among the herdmen. 

j of Tekoa, which he faw concerning Ifrael in the 

days of Uzziah king of Judah, and in the days 
of Jeroboam the fon of Joafh king of Ifrael, two years 
before the earthquake. 

2 And he faid, The Lorn will roar from Zion, and 
utter his voice from Jerufalem ; and the habitations of 
the fhepherds fhall mourn, and the top of Carmel hall 
wither. 
~ 3 { Thus faith the Lorp; For three tranfgreffions 
of Damafcus, and for four, I will not turn away the 
punifoment thereof ; becaufe they have threfhed Gilead 
‘with threfhing inftruments of iron : 

“4 Bur I will fend a fire into the houfe of Hazael, 
which {hall devour the palaces of Ben-hadad. 

I will break alfo the bar of Damafcus, and cut off 
the inhabitant from the plain of Aven, and him that 
holdeth the {ceptre from the houfe of Eden: and the 
people of Syria fhall go into captivity unto Kir, faith 
the Lorop. 

6 { Thus faith the Lorn ; For three tranfgreffions of 
Gaza. and for four, I will not turn away the puni/bment 
thereof: becaufe they carried away captive the whole 
captivity, to deliver tem up to Edom : : 

4 But I will fend a fire on the wall of Gaza, which 
fhall devour the palaces thereof: 

8 And I will cut off the inhabitant from Afhdod, 
and him that holdeth the fceptre from Afhkelon, and 
I will turn mine hand againft Ekron : and the remnant 
of the Philiftines fhall perifh, faith the Lord Gop. 

9 @ Thus faith the Lorp; For three tranfgreffions 
of Tyrus, and for four, I will not turn away she punifo~ 
ment thereof : becaufe they delivered up the whole cap- 
tivity to Edom, and remembered not the brotherly 
covenant : : 

10 ButI willfenda fire on the wall of Tyrus, which 
fhall devour the palaces thereof. 

11 4 Thus faith the Lorn; For three tranfgreflions 
of Edom, and for four, I will not turn away tbe pu- 
nifbment thereof: becaufe ke did purfue his brother with 
the fword, and did caft off all pity, and his anger did 
tear perpetually, and he kept his wrath for ever : 

12 But I will fend a fire upon Teman, which fhall 
devour the palaces of Bozrah. 


13 { Thus faith the Lorp ; For three tranfgreffions- 


of the children of Ammon, and for four, I will nor 
turn away the punifoment thereof: becaufe they have rip- 
ped up the women with child of Gilead, that they might 
enlarge their border: : 

14 But I will kindle a fire in the wall of Rabbah, 
and it fhall devour the palaces thereof, with fhouting in 
the day of battle, with a tempeft in the day of the 
whirlwind : i ie 

xg And their king fhall go'into captivity, he and 
his princes together, faith the Lorp. 

CHAP. IL 
x God's judgments upon Moab, .4. upon Fudab, 6 and upon 
Tfrael. 9 God Reet of Ifrael’s ingratitude. ~ 
HUS faith the Lorn; For three tranfgreffions 
of Moab, and for four, I will not turn. away the 
punifoment thereof ; becaufe he burned the bones of the 
king of Edom into lime : . 

2 But I will fend a fire upon Moab, and it fhall de- 

vour the palaces of Kirioth: and Moab fhall die with 





COMMENTARY ayn NOTES on CHAP. LIL. 


I. 2 Carmel foall wither.] _ Carmel was 2 mountainous but very 
fertile fpot of ground which ran between the tribes of Ifachar and Ze- 
bulun. ‘ ; 

3 They have threfoed Gilead, &c,| The LXX read, Becanfe they’ 
{awed afunder women big with child in Gilead with iron faws. ~ 

12 I will fend a fire upon Temany &c.] Thefe were two of the chief 
cities of the Edomites. ; 


and will flay all the princes thereof with him, faith the 783. 


Lorov. 

4 §] Thus faith the Lorp; For three tranfgreffions 
of Judah, and for four, I will not turn away fhe pu- 
nifoment thereof; becaufe they have defpifed the law of 
the Lorp, and have not kept his commandments, and 
their lies caufed thern to err, after the which their fa~ 
thers have walked : 

§ But I will fend a fire upon Judah, and ir fhall de- 
vour the palaces of Jerufalem. 

6 4[ Thus faith the Lorp; For three tranfgreffions 
of Ifrael, and for four, I will not turn away ‘he punij/b~ 
ment thereof ; becaufe they fold the righteous for filver, 
and the poor for a pair of fhoes: ; 

7 That pant after the duft of the carth on the head 
of the poor, and turn afide the way of the meek: and 
a man and his father will go in unto the /ume maid, to 
profane my holy name: 

8 And they lay them/elves down upon clothes laid to 
pledge by every altar, and they drink the wince of the 
condemned éz the houfe of their god. 

g {[ Yet deftroyed I the Amorite before them, whole 
height was like the height of the cedars, and he was 
ftrong as the oaks; yet ] deftroyed his fruit from above, 
and his roots from beneath, 

10 Alfo I brought you up from the land of Egypt, 
and led you forty years through the wildernefs, to pof- 
fefs the land of the Amorite. 

11 And I raifed up of your fons for prophets, and 
of your young men for Nazarites. Js i# not even thus, 
O ye children of Ifrael ? faith the Lorn. 

12 But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drink ; and 
commanded the prophets, faying, Prophefy net. 

13 Behold, lam preffed under vou, asa cart is preffcd 
that zs full of fheaves, 

14 Therefore the flight fhall perifh from the fwift, 
and the ftrong fhall not ftrengthen his force, neither 
fhall the mighty deliver himfelf: 

15 Neither fhall he ftand that handleth the bow ; and 
be that is fwift of foot fhall not deliver bimn/felf: neither 
fhall he that rideth the horfe deliver himfelf, 

16 And be that is courageous among the mighty fhall 
flee away naked in that day, faith the Lorn. 

CHAP. Il. 
1 The neceffity of God's judgment againft Trael: 9 the 
publication of it, with ibe canfes thereof. 
EAR this word that the Lorp hath fpoken againft 
you, O children of Ifrael, again{t the whole fa- 
mily which I brought up from the land of Egy pr, faying, 

2 You only have I known of all the families of the 

earth; therefore I will punifh you for all your iniquities. 
Can two walk together, except they be agreed ? 

4 Will a lion roar in the foreft, when he hath no 
prey ? will a young lion cry out of his den, if he have 
taken nothing ? 

s Cana bird fall in a fnare upon the earth, where 
no gin és for him? fhall ove take up a fnare from the 
earth, and have taken nothing at all ? 

6 Shalla trumpet be blown in the city, and the peo- 
plenot be afraid? fhall there be evil in a city, and the 
Lorp hath not done it ? 

Surely the Lord Gop will do nothing, but he re- 
vealeth his fecret unto his fervants the prophets. 

8 The lion hath roared, who will not fear? the Lord 
Gop hath fpoken, who can but prophefy? 

-g 4j Publifh in the palaces at Athdod, and in the pa- 
laces 





Il. 8 They lay themfelves down. upon clothes laid to pledge, &c.] 
The prophet here reproves-them for making ufe of other men’s pro- 
perty, left in their hands as a pledge, to decorate their wives and 
daughters, and increafe the fplendor of their idolatrous entertain- 
mients. 

Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. I. I. : 
The dreadful denunciations herein contained fhould deter us from fin- 
ning againft God, left we alfo draw upon ourfelves the effeéts of his 


wrath and vengeance. 
I COMMENTARY 





CHAP. IV. V. A lamentation Jor Ifracl 


“12 Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O Ifrael : and _Helors 
becaufe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet EY ae 
God, O Ifrael. ’ 


13 For, lo, he that formeth the mountains, and 


Ifrael reproved for opprefpon, Ec. 


Before laces in the land of Egypt, and fay, Affemble your- 

CHRIST fe]yes upon the mountains of Samaria, and behold the 

787 sreat tumults in the midft thereof, and the opprefied 
in the midft thereof. 






10 Forthey know not to do right, faith the Lorn, 
who ftore up violence and robbery in their palaces. 

11 Therefore thus faith the Lord Gop; An adver- 
fary there fhall be even round about the land; and he 
fhall bring down thy ftrength from thee, and thy pa- 
laces fhall be fpoiled. 

12 Thus faith the Lorp: As the fhepherd taketh 
out of the mouth of the lion two legs, or a piece of 
an ear; fo fhall the children of Ifrael be taken out that 
dwell in Samaria in the corner of a bed, and in Da- 
mafcus 77 a couch. 

13 Hear ye, and teftify in the houfe of Jacob, faith 
the Lord Gop, the God of hofts, 

14 That in the day that I fhall vifit the tranfgreffions 
of Hrael upon him I will alfo vifit the altars of Beth-el: 
and the horns of the altars fhall be cut off, and fall to 
the ground. 

15 And I will {mite the winter houfe with the fum- 
mer houfe ; and the houfes of ivory fhall perifh, and 
the great houfes fhall have an end, faith the Lorp. 

CHAP. Iv. 
1 Lfrael reproved for oppreffion, 4 for idolatry, 6 and for 
* their incorrigtblenefs. 
EAR this word, ye kine of Bafhan, that are in 
the mountain of Samaria, which opprefs the poor, 
whichcrufh the needy, which fay totheir mafters, Bring, 
and let us drink. 

2 The Lord Gop hath fworn by his holinefs, that, 
lo, the days fhall come upon you, that he will take you 
away with hooks, and your pofterity with fifhhooks. 

3 And he thal] go out atthe breaches, every cow at 
that which is before hcr; and ye fhall caft ¢4em into the 
palace, faith the Lorn, : 

4 J Come to Beth-el, and tranfgrefs ; at Gilga} mul- 
tiply tranfgrefflion ; and bring your facrifices every 
morning, and your tithes after three years: 

5 And offer a facrifice of thankfgiving with leaven, 
and proclaim azd_publifh the free offerings: for this 
Jiketh you, O ye children of Ifrael, faith the Lord Gop. 

64 And I alfo have given you cleannefs of teeth 
in all your cities, and want of bread in all your places: 
yet have ye not returned unto me, faith the Lorn. 

7 AndalfoI have withholden therain from you, when 
there were yet three months to the harveft: and I caufed 
it to rain upon one city, and caufed it not to rain upon 
another city : one piece was rained upon, and the piece 
whereupon it rained not withered. 

8 So two or three cities wandered unto onecity, to 
drink water; but they were not fatisfied: yet have ye 
not returned’ unto me, faith the Lorn. 

9 Ihave fmitten you with blafting and mildew: 
when your gardens and your vineyards and your fig 
trees and your olive trees increafed, the palmerworm 
devoured them: yet have yenot returned unto me, faith 
the Lorp. 

10 I have fent among you the peftilence after the 
manner of Egypt: your young men have I flain with 
the f{word, and have taken away your horfes ; and I 
have made the ftink of your camps to come up unto 
your noftrils : yet have ye not returned unto me, faith 
the Lorp. 

11 [have overthrown /ome of you, as God overthrew 
Sodom and Gomorrah, and ye were as a firebrand 
plucked out of the burning: yet have ye not returned 
unto me, faith the Lorn. : 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IV. V. 


IV. 1 Hear this word, ye kine of Bafhan, &c.] The rich woman 
of Samaria are here called kine of Bafhan, from their luxurious man- 
ner of living. 

1z Becgufe I will do this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, &e.} 
Expe& that the Almighty will come to take full vengeance upon thee, 
and « con§der whether thou art able to contend with him; or elfe, 


createth the wind, and declareth unto man what 1s his 
thought, that maketh the morning darknefs, and tread- 
eth upon the high places of the earth, The Lonp, The 
God of hofts, zs his name. : 

CHAP. V. 

x A lamentation for Ifracl. 4 An exhortation to repentance. 
2t God rejecteth their hypocritical fervice. 
pits ye this word which I take up againft you, 

even a lamentation, O houfe of Ifrael. 

2 The virgo of Ifrael is fallen; the fhall no more 
rife: fhe is forfaken upon her land; ¢here is none to 
raife her up. 

3 For thus faith the Lotd Gob; The city that went 
out Zy athoufand {hall leave an hundred, and that 
which went forth Jy an hundred fhall leave ten, to the 
houfe of Hrael. 

49 For thus faith the Lorb utto the houfe of If 
rael, Seek ye me, and ye fhall live: 

5 But feek not Beth-el,- nor enter into Gilgal, and 
pais not to Beer-fheba: for Gilgal fhall furely go into 
captivity, and Beth-el fhall come to nought. 

6 Seek the Lorp, and ye {hall live; left he break 
out like fire in the houfe of Jofeph, and devour z/, 
and there be none to quench #¢ in Beth-el. 

7 Ye who turn judgment to wormwood, and leave off 
righteoufnefs in the earth, 

8 Seek him that maketh the feven ftars and Orion, 
and turneth the fhadow of death into‘the morning, and 
maketh the day dark with night: that calleth for the 
waters of the fea, and poureth them out upon the face 
of the earth: The Lorn gs his name: 

9 That ftrengtheneth the fpoiled againft the ftrong, 
fo that the fpoiled fhall come againit the fortrefs. 

x10 They hate him that rebuketh in the gate, and 
they abhor him that fpeaketh uprightly. 

11 Forafmuch therefore as your treading 7s upon the 
poor, and yetake from him burdens of wheat: ye have 
built houfes of hewn ftone, but ye fhall not dwell in 
them 3 ye have planted pleafant vineyards, but ye fhall 
not drink wine of them. 

12 For I know your manifold tranfgreflions and 
your mighty fins: they afflict the juft, they take a 
bribe, and they turn afide the poor in the gate from 
their right. 

13 Therefore the prudent fhall keep filence in that 
time; for it és an evil time. 

14 Seek good, and not evil, that ye may live: and 
fo the Lorn, the God of hofts, fhall be with you, as 
yc have fpoken. 

15 Hate the evil, and love the good, and eftablith 
judgment in the pate: it may be that the Lord Gop of 
hofts will be gracious unto the remnant of Jofeph. 

36 Therefore the Lorp, the God of hofts, the Lord, 
faith thus; Wailing /ba// de in all the ftreets; and they 
thall fay in all the highways, Alas! alas! and they fhall 
call the hufbandman to mourning, and {uch as are {kilful 
of lamentation to wailing. 

17 And in all vineyards /oa/l be wailing: for I will 
pafs through thee, faith the Lorp. 

18 Woe unto you that defire the day of the Lorp! 
to what end és it for you? the day of the Lorn js. dark- 
nefs, and not light. 

19 As if a man did flee froma lion, and a bear met 
him; or went into the houfe, and leaned his hand on 
the wall, and.a ferpent bit him. 

20 Shall 





humble thyfelf, and repent, that thou mayeft avert God’s anger, be~ 
fore it be too late. : 
V. 3 The city that went out by a -thoxfand, &c.} Ooly one in ten 


fhall efcape the fword and other calamities of war. 
18 the unto yeu that defire the day of the Lord! &c.] Infidels 
mocked at the prophets, when they told them the day of the Lord 


~ (the deftruétion of Jerufalem) was at hand; and expreffed their de- 


ing that day. 
fire of {ceing iy sy 





Lrael threatened for voluptuoufnefs. 


Before 
CHRIST 


787. 


20 Shall not the day of the Lorn 4e darknefs, and 
not light? even very dark, and no brightnefs in it?” 

21 G Thate, I defpife your feaft days, and I will not 
fmell in your folemn aflemblies. 

22 Though ye offer me burnt offerings and your 
meat offerings, I will not accept them: neither will I 
regard the peace offerings of your fat beafts. 

22 Take thou away from me the noife of thy fongs; 
for I will not hear the melody of thy viols. 

24 But let judgment run down as waters, and righte- 
oufnefs as a mighty itream. 

25 Have ye offered unto me facrifices and offerings 
in the wildernefs forty years, O houfe of Mrael? 

26 But ye have borne the tabernacle of your Moloch 
and Chiun your images, the ftar of your god, which ye 
made to yourfelves. 

27 “sherefore will I caufe you to go into captivity 
beyond Damafcus, faith the Lorp, whofe name is The 
God of hofis. \ 


CHAP. VI. 


2 The voluptuotfue/s of Lrael 7 fhall be punifbed with de- 
folation. +2 Their vain conjidence fall end in affliction. 

OE tothem ¢hat are at eafe in Zion, and truft 

in the mountain of Samaria, which are named 

chief of the nations, to whom the houfe of Ifrael came! 

2 Pafs ye unto Calneh, and fee; and from thence go 
ye to Hamath the great: then go downto Gath of the 
Philiftines: be they better than thefe kingdoms? or 
their border greater than your border ? 

3 Ye that put far away the evil day, and caufe the 
feat of violence to come near: 

4 That lie upon beds of ivory, and ftretch them- 
felves upon their couches, and eat the Jambs out of the 
flock, and the calves out of. the midit of the ftall ; 

5 That chant to the found of the viol, avdinvent to 
themfelves inftfuments of mufick, like David ; 

6 That drink wine in bowls, and anoint themfelves 
with the chief ointments : but they are not grieved for 
the affliction of Jofeph. 

7 4] Therefore now hall they go captive with the 
firft that go captive, and the banquet of them that 
ftretched themfelves fhall be removed. 

8 The Lord God hath {worn by himfelf, faith the 
Lorp the God of hofts, I abhor the excellency of Jacob, 
and hate his palaces: therefore will I deliver up the 
city with all that is therein. 

9 And it fhall come to pafs, if there remain ten men 
in one houfe, that they fhall die. 

10 And a man’s uncle fhall take him up, and he that 
burneth him, to bring out the bones out of the houfe, 
and fhall fay unto him that 7s by the fides of the houfe, 
ds there yet ary with thee? and he fhall fay, No: Then 
fhall he fay, Hold thy tongue: for we may not make 
mention of the name of the Lorp. 

ir For, behold, the Lorp commandeth, and he will 
fmite the great houfe with breaches, and the little houfe 
with clefts. : 

12 @ Shall horfesrun upon the rock? willone plow 
there with oxen? for ye have turned judgment into gall, 
and the fruit of righteoufnefs into hemlock : 

13 Ye which rejoice in a thing of nought, which fay, 
Have we not taken to us horns by our own ftrength? 

14 But, behold, I will raife up againft you a nation, 
-O houfe of Ifrael, faith the Lorp the God of hofts; 


24 Let judgment run down as watert, &c.] Have its fice courfe, 


Generat Reruections on Chap. IV. V. 


We are here taught, that injuftice and oppreffion are moft offenfive to 
God; as are likewife the profanation of divine. fervice and falfe 


worfhip, which he will furely punifh, But herein appears the | 


great goodnefs of God, in that he does not punifh men till he has 

frequently warned them, and waited a long time for their repen- 

tance. : 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. VI. VII. 
. OVI. 1 Woe to them that are at cafe in Zion, &c.] _That live fearlefs 
of God’s judgments, and refolve to indulge themfelves in voluptu- 
oufnefs. : 

4 


AMOS. The judgments of grafhoppers and of frediverted, 


= Ri. 
and they fhall affict you from the entering in of Tla- Before 


math unto the river of the wildernefs. 
CHAP. VII. 

1 The judgments of grafboppers, 4 and of fire diverted. 7 
A type of Trael’s rejeffion, 13 Amaziah complaineth 
of Amos. 14 Amos his calling. 

HUS hath the Lord.Gop fhewed unto me; 

and, behold, he formed grathoppers in the begin~ 
ning of the fhooting up of the latter growth; and, lo, 
zt was the latter growth after the.king’s mowings. 

2 And it came to pafs, that when they had made an 
end of eating the grafs of the land, then I faid, O Lord 
Gon, forgive, I befeech thee: by whom thall Jacob 
arife ? for he ¢s fmall. 

3 The Loxp repented for this: It fhall not be, faith 
the Lorn. i 

4 Thus hath the Lord Gop thewed unto me: and 
behold, the Lord Gop called to contend by fire, and it 
devoured the great deep, and did eat upa part. 

5 Then faid I, O Lord Gop, ceafe, I befeech thee: 
by whom fhall Jacob arife? for he 7s fmall. 

6 The Lorp repented for this: This alfo fhall not 
be, faith the Lord Gon. 

7 § Thus he fhewed me: and, behold, the Lard 
ftood upon a wall wede by a plumbEine, with a plumb- 
linc in his hand. 

8 And the Lorp faid unto me, Amos, What fecft 
thou? And } faid, A plumbline. ‘Then faid the Lord, 
Behold, I will feta plumbline in the mid{t of my-people 
Lfracl: Iwill not again pafs by them any more: 

g And the high places of Ifaac fhall be defolate, and 
the fanctuaries of Ifrael fhall be Jaid wafte; and 1 will 
rife againft the houfe of Jeroboam with the fword. 

10 Y Then Amaziah the prieft of Beth-el fent ro Je- 
roboara king of Mfracl, faying, Amos hath confpired 
againft thee in the midft of the houfe of Ifrael: the land 
is not able to bear all his words. 

11°For thus Amos faith, Jeroboam fhall die by the 
fword, and Mrael fhall furely be led away captive out 
of their own land. 

12 Alfo Amaziah faid unto Amos, O thou fecr, ga 
flee thee away into the land of Judah, and there ear 
bread, and prophefy there: 

13 But prophefy not again any more at Beth-el: for 
it 7s the king’s chapel, and it zs the king’s court, 

14 Q Then an{wered Amos, and faid to Amaziah, I 
was no prophet, neither was 1a prophet’s fon; but I 
was an herdman, anda gatherer of fycamore fruit : 

15 And the Lorp took me as I followed the flock, 
and the Lorp faid unto me, Go, prophefyunto my 
people Ifrael. 

1.6 § Now therefore hear thou the word of the Lorp: 
Thou fayeft, Prophefy not againft Ifrael, and drop not 
thy word againft the houfe of Ifaac, 

17 Therefore thus faith the Lorp; Thy wife fhall 
be an harlotin the city, and thy fons and thy daughters 
fhall fall by the fword, and thy land fhall be divided by 
line; and thou fhalt die ina polluted land: and Hrael 
fhall farely gointo captivity forth of his land. 

“CHAP. VIII. 

1 By a bafhet of fruit is foewed the near appreach of I~ 
rael’s end. 4 Their oppreffion of the poor reproved. 
“WClHUS hath the Lord Gop fhewed unto me: and 

behold a bafket of furmer fruit. © 

2 And he faid, Amos, what feeft thou? And I’faid, 


10 Hold thy tongue, &¢.] An expreflion indicating defpair end im- 
peniterice. 

VIL. 7 The Lord flecd upox a wall, &c.|] This denotes that God's 
judgments are meafured out by the exacteft rules. 
14 Lwas no prophet, &c.] I was not a prophyt.by. profeffion, nor 
bred up in the {chools of the prophets. : 5 et 

Generau Reriteecrions on Chap. VI. VII. 

‘Here are fee before us fome of thofe fins which are highly difpleafing 

to God, namely, violence, injuftice, fnfuility, 1axXury, Tioting, the 

love of pleafure, pride, and the infenfibiJity, of God's judgments, 

which bring down his’ vengeance on the gojlty,’and, “if perfifted’ in, 
* will involve them in temporal and cterpal punifhment, 7 


COMMENTARY 


CHRIST 


737. 





arn eaene etal enorme neal 


The certainty of Ifrael’s defolation. ‘OBADIAH. — Reftoration promifed. 
Before A bafket of fummer fruit. Then faid the Lorp unto || také them; though they climb up to heaven, thence Before 
SHRIST me, The end is come upon my people of Ifrael ; I will will I bring them down: aa 


7 not again pafs by them any more. 


_ 3 And the fongs of the temple fhall be howlings in 
that day, faith the Lord Gop: there /hall be many dead 
bodies in every place; they fhall cait them forth with 
filence. , 

4 4 Hear this, O ye that {wallow up the needy, even 
to make the poor of the Iand to fail, 

5 Saying, When will the new moon be gone, that 
we may fellcorn? and the fabbath, that we may fet forth 
wheat, making the ephah finall, and the fhekel great, 
and falfifying the balances by deceit? 

6 That we may buy the poor for-filver, and the needy 
for a pair of fhoes ; yea, and fell the refufe of the wheat? 

7 The Lorp hath {worn by the excellency of Jacob, 
Surely 1 will never forget any of their works. 

8 Shall not the Jand tremble for this, and every one 
mourn that dwelleth therein? and it fhall rife up wholly 
as a flond; and it fhall be caft out and drowned, as by 
the flood of Egypt. : . 

9 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, faith the 
Lord Gop, that I will caufe the fun to godown at noon, 
and I will darken the earth in the clear day: 

1o And I will turn your feafts into mourning, and 
all your fongs into lamentation; and [ will bring up 
fackcloth upon all loins, and baldnefs upon every head; 
and I will make it as the mourning of an only /on, and 
the end thereof as a bitter day. 

11 ¥ Behold, the days come, faith the Lord Gop, 
that J will fend a famine in the land, not a famine of 
bread, nor a thirft for water, but of hearing the words 
of the Lorn. 

12 And they fhall wander from fea to fea, and fron: 
the north even to the eaft, they fhall run to and fro to 
feck the word of the Lorn, and fhall not find #¢. 

13 In that day fhall the fair virgins and young men 
faint for thirft. 


14 They that fwear by the fin of Samaria, and fay, 


Thy god, O Dan, liveth ; and, The manner of Beer- 
fheba liveth; even they fhall fall, and never rife up 


again, 
CHAP. IX. 

1 The certainty of Ifrael’s defolation. 
the tabernacle of David, and of the captivity of Ifrael. 
Saw the Lorp ftanding upon the altar: and he faid, 
Smite the lintel of the door,that the pofts may fhake: 

and cut them in the head, all of them; and I will flay 

the laf of them with the fword: he that fleeth of them 
fhall not flee away, and he that efcapeth of them fhall 
not be delivered. 


2 Though they dig into hell, thence fhall mine hand 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. VIII. IX. 


VII. 9 J will caufe the fun to go down at noor, &c.] About eleven 
years after Amos prophefied, there were two great eclipfes of the fun, 
confidered as fupernatural ; one at the feaft of tabernacles, and the other 
about the time of the paffover. ‘ 

14. The manner of Becvfbeba, &c.] The idol worthipped there. 

IX. g Swill fift the haufe of Lfracl, &c.| |The prefent ftate of the 
Tews isa moit remarkable completion of this prophecy, fince there is 
fearce any part of the known earth, fcarce any nation under the fun, 
where they are not to be found. . 

13 Bebold, the days come, faith the Lord, &c.] 'Thefe words point ont 
the happy ftate of the gofpel times,. when the bleflings of divine grace 





——S=——_——— 


11 The reftoring of 


3 And though they hide themfelves in the top of 


‘Carmel, I will fearch and take them out thence; and 


though they be hid from my fight in the bottom of the 
fea, thence will I command the ferpent, and he fhall 
bite them: : 

4 And though they go into captivity before their 
enemies, thence will I command the fword, and it fhall 
flay them : and I will fet mine eyes upon them for evil, 
and not for good. 

5 And the Lord Gop of holts is he that toucheth 
the land, and it fhall melt, and all that dwell therein 
fhall mourn: and it fhall rife up wholly like a flood; 
and fhall be drowned, as ‘by the flood of Egypt. _” 

6 [tis he that buildeth his tories in the heaven, and 
hath founded his troopin the earth; he that.calleth for 
the waters of the fea, and poureth them out upon the 
face of the earth: The Lorn /s his name. 

7 Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto me, 
O children of Ifrael? faith the Lorp. Have not I 
brought up Ifrael out of the-land of Egypt? and the 
Philiftines from Caphtor, and the Syrians from Kirt 

8 Behold, the eyes of the Lord Gop are upon the 
finful kingdom, and I will deftroy it from off the face 
of the earth; faving that I will not utterly cleftroy the 
houfe of Jacob, faith the Lorp. 

9 For, lo, I will command, and I will fift the houfe 
of Ifrael among all nations, like as corz is fifted in a 
fieve, yet fhall not the leaft grain fall upor the earth. 

10 All the finners of tay people fliall die by the 
fword, which fay, The evil thall not overtake nor pre- 
vent us. ae 

11 9 In that day will I raife up the tabernacle of 
David that is fallen, and clofe up the breaches thereof ; 
and I will raife up his ruins, and I will build it as m 


_the days of old: 


12 That they may poffefs the remnant of Edom, 
and of all the heathen, which are called by my name, 
faith the Lorp that doeth this. 

13 Behold, the days come, faith the Lorp, that the 
plowman fhall overtake the reaper, and the treader of 
grapes him that foweth feed ; and the mountains shall 
drop {weet wine, and all the hills fhall melt. 

14. And I will bring again the captivity of my peo- 
ple of Ifrael, and they fail build the waite cities, and 
inhabit them; and they fhall plant vineyards, and drink 
the wine thereof; they fhall alfo make gardens, and 
eat the fruit of them. apa 

15 And I will plant them upon their land, and 
they fhall no more be pulled up out of their land 
which I have given them, faith the Lorn thy God. 


— 





were to be oured out upon finners, and the true Ifrael reftored to 
their promited inheritance, by being reinftated in the favour of 
God. —_ 
Gewerat Rerrections om Chap. VIII. 1X. 


From God’s fevere threatenings againft the Jews, we are Jed to confider, 
that he is thecreator and governor of the world; that his power has 
no bound; and that -notinag can fcreen the wicked from his ven- 

* geance: but that the moft terrible chaftifement God inflicts upon a 
cople, is, to deprive them of his word, and no longer to fend his 
Ervants amongit them : lef us therefore praife him for the gift of his 
ofpel, prize it, and beg of him to-make us happy’ partakers‘of the 
Biedings of it. 





OBA DIAH. 





“THE ARGUMENT. 


Obadiah forete!s the deftruétion of the Edomites, who infulted over the Jews in their difirds. He ts thought tochave 
_ been Crna with Hofea, Fol, Amos, Ezekiel, and Daniel ; and fuppyfed by fome to be the perfon mentioned, 


1 Kings xviii. 
No. 57. 


3 i The 








Edom threatened with deftruciion. 


JONAH 


The falvation and viétories of "Jacob, 





Before 1 The deftruction of ‘Edom, 3 for their pride, 10 and wrong 


CHRIST 
587. 


unto Facob. 17 The falvation and victories of Facob. 


HE vifion of Obadiah. Thus faith the Lord 
j Gop concerning Edom; We have heard a ru- 


*mour from the Lorp, and an ambaflador is 
fent among the heathen, Arife ye, and let us rife up 
againit her in battle. 

2 Behold, I have made thee fmall among the heathen: 
thou art greatly defpifed. 

The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, 
thou that dwelleft in the clefts of the rock, whofe ha- 
bitation is high; that faith in his heart, Who fhaii 
bring me down to the ground ? 

4 Though thou exalt thy/e/f as the eagle, and though 
thou fet thy neft among the ftars, thence will I bring 
thee down, faith the Lorn. 

5 If thieves came to thee, if robbers by night, (how 
art thou cut off!) would they not have flolen till they 
had enough? if the grapegatherers came to thee, would 
they not leave fome grapes? 

6 Howare the things of Efau fearched out! how are 
his hidden things fought up! 

4 All the men of thy confederacy have brought thee 
even to the border : the men that were at peace with 
thee have deceived thee, and prevailed againft thee ; 
they that eat thy bread have laid a wound under thee: 
there is none underftanding in him. 

8 Shall I not in that day, faith the Lorp, even de- 
ftroy the wife men out of Edom, and underftanding out 
of the mount of Efau? : - 

9 And thy mighty mez, O Teman, fhall be difmayed, 
to the end that every one of the mount of Efau may be 
cut off by Maughter. 

10 Q For ty violence againft thy brother Jacob 
fhame fhall cover thee, and thou fhalt be cut off for 
ever. 

11 In the day that thou ftoodeft on the other fide, 
in the day that the ftrangers carried away captive his 
forces, and foreigners entered into his gates, and caft 
lots upon Jerufalem, even thou wa/ as one of them. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES. 

3 Thou that delle? in the lge of the rock, &c.] St. Jerome ob- 
ferves, that the Idumzans, or Edomites, dwelt ‘in caves dug out of the 
rocks. 

20, 21 And the captivity of Ferufalem, &c.} We have here a clear 
prophecy of the Meffiah’s kingdom, and the extenfivenefs of the gofpel 
difpenfation, which was to reach to the utmoft parts of the habitable 





12 But thou fhouldcft not have looked on the day Before" 


of thy brother in the day that he became a ftranger; 
neither fhouldeft thou have rejoiced over the children 
of Judahin theday of their deftruction; neither fhouldeft, 
thou have fpoken proudly in the day of diftrefs. 

13 Thou fhouldeft not have entered into the gate of 
my people in the day of their calamity; yea, thou 
fhouldeft not have looked on their affliction in the day 
of their calamity, nor have laid ands on their fub- 
ftance in the day of their calamity; 

14 Neither fheuldeft thou have ftood in the crofs- 
way, to cut off thofe of his that did efcape ; neither 
fhouldeft thou have delivered up thofe of his that did 
remain in the day of diflrefs. 

15 For the day of the Lorpzs near upon all the hea- 
then : as thou haft done, it fhall be done unto thee: thy 
reward fhall return upon thine own head. 

16 For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, 

fe thall all the heathen drink continually, yea, they fhall 


CHRIST 


587. 


drink, and they fhall {wallow down, and they fhall be 


as though they had not been. 

17 4 But upon mount Zion fhall be deliverance, 
and there fhall be holinefs; and the houfe of Jacob fhall 
poffefs their poffeflions. 

18 And the houfe of Jacob fhall be a fire, and the 
houfe of Jofeph a flame, and the houfe of Efau for 
ftubble, and they fhall kindle in them, and devour 
them; and there ihall not be avy remaining of the houfe 
of Efan; for the Lorp hath f{poken it, 

‘ag And they of the fouth fhall poffefs the mount of 
Efau ; and they of the plain the Philiftines: and they 
fhall poffefs the fields of Ephraim, and the fields of 
Samaria: and Benjamin /hall poffe/s Gilead. 

zo And the captivity of this hoft of the children of 
Ifrael fhall poffe/s that of the Canaanites, even unto Za- 
rephath ; and the captivity of Jerufalem, which zs in 


. Sephared, fhall poffefs the cities of the fouth, 


21 And faviours fhall come up on mount Zion to 
judge the mount of Efau ; and the kingdom fhall be 
the Lorp’s, 


world, as it did in the days of the apoftles ; and will again, when the 
Jews fhall be called to embrace it, before the final confummation of alt 
things. *s 
ReFfvLections on the Prophecy. 

By this we fee, that God brings down proud and cruel people, who in- 


fult the miferable ; but is ever mindful of his church, to whom all 
his promifes will be faithfully fulfilled in their time. 








THE ARGUMENT. 


Jonah was the maf? antient of all the prophets: he is fuppofed to have lived in the latter end of Febu's, or. the 
beginning of Fehoabazx’s reign. 





7 : HAP. I. 

x ouah, fent by God to Nineveh, fleeth to Tarfhifh: 4. he 

Z overtaken by a tempeft, and difcovered; 11 thrown 
into the fea, 17. and fwallowed by a fifa. 


Before QW the word of the Lorp. came unto Jonah 
clisits IA] the fon of Ammittai, faying, 
ee 2 Arife, go to Nineveh, that great city, and 


cry againft it; for their wickednefs is come up before 


me. ~ 
3 But Jonah rofe up to flee unto Tarfhith from the 


prefence of the Lorp, and went down to Joppa; and 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. FI. Il. 
i. 3 Jonah rofe up to flee unto Tarbife from the prefeuce of the 


. 


D 


he found a fhip going to Tarfhifh : fo he paid the fare Before 


thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Oe. 


- Tarfhith from the prefence of the Lorp. 

4 4 But the Lorn fent out a great wind into the 
fea, and there was a mighty rempeit in the fea, fo that 
the fhip was like to be broken. , 

5 Then the mariners wereafraid, andcriedevery man 
unto his god, and caft forth the wares that.zvere in the 
fhip into the fea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah 
was gone down into the fides of the fhip; and he lay, 
and was faft afleep. je 

° 





Lord, &c.] Imagining, ‘perhaps, that the internal prophetic impulfe 
might not exert itfelf out of Judca: Tarfhith iy fuppofed to be Tar- 
teftus in Spain. : 

94 


" 


Ist 
Ze 


Yonah fwallowed by a fifh. CHAP. Il. IIL IV. He is delivered out of the fil’s belly. 


Before 6 So the fhipmafter came to him, and faid unto him, 


8 They that obferve lying vanities forfake their own Before 
CHRIST What meaneft thou, O ficeper? arife, call upon thy 


x CHRISP 
- mercy. 662. 


862. 


God, if fo be that God will think upon us, that we pe- . 


rifh not. 

7 And they faid every one to his fellow, Come, and 
let us caft lots, that we may know for whofe caufe this 
evil zs upon us. So they caft lots, and the Jot fell upon 
Jonah. sgt 

8 Then faid they unto him, Tell us, we pray thee, 
for whofe caufé this evil is upon us; what zs thine 
occupation? aid whence comeft thou? what /s thy coun- 
try ? and of what people ar# thou? 

9 And he faid unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I 
fear the Lorp, the God of heaven, which hath made 
the fea and the dry /and. 

10 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and faid 
unto him, Why haft thon done this? For the men knew 
that he fled from the prefence of the Lorp, becaufe he 
had told them. 

1x 4[ Then faid they unto him, What fhall we do 
unto thee, that the fea may be calm unto us? for the 
fea wrought, and was tempeftuous. 

rz And he faid unto them, Take me up, and caft 
moe forth into the fea ; fo fhall the fea be calm unto you: 
for I know that for my fake this great tempeft zs upon 

ou. 
a 13 Neverthelefs the men rowed hard to bring z¢ to 
the land; but they could not: for the fea wrought, 
and was tempeftuous againft them. : 

14 Wherefore they cried unto the Lorp, and faid, 
‘We befeech thee, O Lorn, we befeech thee, let us not 
perifh for this man’s life, and lay not upon us innocent 
blood : for thou, O Lorp, haft done as it pleafed thee. 

15 So they took up Jonah, and caft him forth into 
the fea: and the fea ceafed from her raging. 

16 Then the men feared the Lorp exceedingly, and 
offered a facrifice unto the Lorp, and made vows. 

17 Y Now the Lorp had prepared a great fifh to 
{wallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the 
fifth three days and three nights. 

: Cc AP. It. 
1 The prayer of Fonah. 10 He is delivered out of the 
pene. belly of the fife. 2 
i Nee: Jonah prayed unto the Lorp his God out 
of the fith’s belly, 

2 And faid, I cried by reafon of mine affliction unto 
the Lorp, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell 
cried I, avdthou heardeft my voice. 

3 For thou hadft caft me into the deep, in the midft 
of the fea; and the floods compaffed me about: all thy 
billows and thy waves pafled over me. 

4 Then I faid, I am caft out of thy fight; yet I will 
look again toward thy holy temple. 

5 The waters compafled me about, ever to the foul: 
the depth clofed me round about, the weeds were wrap- 
ped about my head. - 

6 I went down to the bottoms of the mountains ; 
the earth with her bats was about me for ever: yet 
haft thou brought up my life from corruption, O Lorp 
my God. 

7 When my foul fainted within me I remembered 
the Lorp : and my prayer came in unto thee, into thine 
holy temple. 





9 f fear—the God of heaven, &c.] Rather Jehovah, the peculiar 
nami? of the true God. 

16 Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly, &¢.] Convinced of the 
power and greatnefs of Elohim, the God of Jonah, they vowed to offer 
up a facrifice to him as foon as they came on fhore. . 

19 The Lord had prepared a great fifi, &c.] Naturalifts tell us, that 
the canis charcorias, or dog fifh, is capable of {wallowing a man: but to 
filence all objeétions on this head, we may afk, Is any thing too hard for 
the Lord? - 

Il. 2 Out of the belly of hell cried I, &c.]_ By “ hell’ we are to 
underftand the place of the dead; the grave, which the belly of tho fifh 
was to Jonah. . 

4 Then I faid, &c.| Though I had juftly forfeited thy favour by my 
difobedience, neverthelefs 1 thought ir my duty not to defpair of thy 
mercy, but to direct my prayer towards thy heavenly habitation. 

2 


9 But I will facrifice unto thee with the voice of 
thank{fgiving; I will pay ¢4@¢ that Thave vowed. Sal- 
vation 7s of the Lorp. 

to J And the Lorp {pake unto the &hh, and it vo- 
mited out Jonah upon the dry /and. 

CHAP. Uf 
1 Jonah, being fent again, preacheth tothe Ninevites. § 
Upon their repentance, 10 God repenteth him of the evil. 
aoe. the word of the Lorp came unto Jonah the 
fecond time, faying, 

2 Arife go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach 
unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 

3 So Jonah arofe, and went unto Nineveh, accord- 
ing to the word of the Lorp. Now Ninevch was an 
exceeding great city of three days journey. 

4 And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s 
journey, and he cried, and faid, Yet forty days, and 
Nineveh fhall be overthrown, 

54] So the people of Nineveh believed God, and 
proclaimed a faft, and put on fackcloth, from the 
greateit of them even to the leaft of them. 

6 For word came unto the king of Nineveh, and he 
arofe from his throne, and he laid his robe from him, 
and covered 47m with fackcloth,: and fat in afhes. 

7 And he caufed i¢ to be proclaimed and publifhed 
through Nineveh by the decree of the’ king and his 
nobles, faying, Let neither man nor beaft, herd nor flock, 
tafte any thing: let them not feed, nor drink water: 

8 But let man and beaft be covered with fackcloth, 
and cry mightily unto God: yea, let them turn every 
one from his evil way, and from the violence that zs in 
their hands. . 

9 Who can tell 7f God will turn and repent, and turn 
away from his fierce anger, that we perifh not? 

10 § And God faw their works, that they turned 
from their evil way ; and God repeisted of the evils 
that he had faid that he would do unto them; and he 


did ## not. 
CHAP. IV. 
1 Jonah, repining at Goa’s mercy, 4 is reproved by the 
type of a gourd. 
UT it difpleafed Jonah exceedingly, and he was 
very angry. 

2 And he prayed unto the Lorn, and faid, I pray 
thee, O Lorp, was not this my faying, when I was yet 
in my country ? Therefore I fled before unto, Tarfhith: 
for I knew that thou art a gracious God, and merciful, 
flow to anger, and of great kindnefs, and repenteft thee 
of the evil. 

3 Therefore now, O Lorn, take, I befeech thee, 
my life from me; for 7¢ 7s better for me to die than to 


: live. 


4 Then faidthe Lorn, Doeft thou well to beangry? 

5 So Jonah went out of the city, and fat on the caft 
fide of the city, and there made him a booth, and fat 
under it in th¢ fhadow, till he might fee what would 
become of the city. 

6 And the Lorp God prepared a gourd, and made 
if to come up over Jonah, that it might be a fhadow 
over his head, to deliver him from his grief.’ So Jonah 
was exceeding glad of the gourd. 

4 But 


A EI PP ET A A TS 


Generat Rertections on Chup. I. Il. 

Jonah’s pride and difobedience being exemplarily punifhed, fhewa 
the awful effets of minifters not acting faithfully in their functions ; 
his prayer teaches us to implore God’s mercy, when we have offended 
him; and the deliverance he experienced evinces the great goodnefs 
of God towards thofe who are convinced of their fin, and repent 

f it. 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. IU, IV. 
LIL. 8 Let man and beaft be covered with fackcloth, &c,] The coverin 

horfes and mules with fackcloth, adds to the falemnity ofa funeral; fo 

likewife their mournful garb, and being debarred from food (let infidels 
fcoff as they may’) were affecting circumflances in this public humiliation, 
and often practifed by the heathen, : 
IV. 3 OLord, take, I befeech thee, &c.] Thad rather die, than live 
under the imputation of being a fulfe prophet, : : 
43 Shouhd 


Jonah repining at God’s mercy, — MICAH. is reproved by thé type of a gourd. 


Before 7 But God prepared a worm when the morning rofe 10 Then faid the Lorp, Thou haft had pity on the Before 
cree? the next day, and it {mote the gourd that it withered. gourd, for the which thou haft not laboured, neither ee 
* 8 And it came to pafs, when the fun did arife, that madeft it grow ; Which came up in a night, and pe- ‘ 
God prepared a vehement eaft wind ; and the fun beat rifhed in a night: 
upon the head of Jonah, that he fainted, and wifhed 11 And fhould not I fpare Nineveh, that great city, 
in himfelf to die, and faid, J¢ is better for me to die wherein are more than fixfcore thoufand perfons that 
than.to live. ~ cannot difcern between their right hand and their left 
9 ‘And God faid to Jonah, Doeft thou well to be |f hand; and 2/f much cattle? 
angry for the gourd? And he faid, I do well to be 
angry, even unto death. 
11 Should not I fpare Nineveh, &c.] The reafons God here gives, his mercy to al] true penitenss 3 _and we have a ftriking inftance of the 
feem to have filenced Jonah’s complaints, and to have made him fenfible divine benignity in faving children, andeven cattle from deftrution ; 
of his fault in repining at God's mercies to others. which gracious dealings of God ought to affe€t our minds with 
Generat Reruectrrons on Chap. Ill. IV. love and gratitade towards him. 
‘The warnings God gave to the Ninevites may ferve asa teftimony of 
Se 8 0 
M I C A H. 
—————_——<—— FS eS 
THE ARGUMENT. : 
Micah lived in the reigns of Jotham, Abaz, and Hezekiah, and was cotemporary with Vaiah and Hofea. The defign of 
his prophecy is, to reprove the Fews for their fins, both thofe of the kingdom of Ifrael and chigfly thofe of Fudah ; to 
denounce their ruin, and to foretel the coming of the Meffiah, and the re-eftablifoment of the people of God : bis Jiyle is 
concife, comprefed, and acute, much elevated, and extremely poetical. 
CHAP. I. thy fhame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not Before 














1 The time when Micah prophefied. 2 Micah /heweth the 











forth in the mourning of Beth-ezel; 


he fhall receive cHrist 


wrath of God againft I/rael and Judah for idolatry. of you his ftanding. 750% 
10 A lamentation for them. t2 For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully 
Before HE word of the Lorp that came to Micah for good : but evil came down from the Lorp unto 
CBRISE ] the Morafthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, the gate of Jerufalem. 7 
750° and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he faw 13 O thou inhabitant of Lachifh, bind the chariot 
concerning Samaria and Jerufalem. tothe fwift beaft: fhe zs the beginning of the fin to 
2 Hear, all ye people ; hearken, O earth, and all the daughter of Zion: for the tranfgreflions of Ifrael 
that therein is : and let the Lord Gop be witnefs againit were found in thee. 
you, the Lord from his holy temple. 14 Therefore fhalt thou give prefents to Morefheth- 
3 For, behold, the Lorp cometh forth out of his gath: the houfes of Achzib /ball de a lie to the kings 
place, and will come down, and tread upon the high of Ifrael. 
places of the earth. 15 Yet will] bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant 
4 And the mountains fhall be molten under him, - Wn: he fhall come unto Adullam the glory 
of Ifrael. 
16 Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate 
5 For the tranfgreflion of Jacob zs all this, and for children ; enlarge thy baldnefs as the eagle; for they 
the fins of the houfe of Ifrael. What ¢s the tranfgref- are gone into captivity from thee. 
fion of Jacob? fs :¢ mot Samaria? and what are the CHAP. Ii. 
high places of Judah? are they not Jerufalem. 1 Againft oppreffion. 4 A lamentation. 7 A reproof of 
6 Therefore 1 will make Samaria as an heap of the injuftice andidolatry. 12 4 promife of reftoration. 
field, and as plantings of a vineyard: and I will pour % N 7 OE to them that devife iniquity, and work evil 730% 
upon their beds! when the morning is light, 


down the ftones thereof into the valley, and I will dif 
cover the foundations thereof. : 

7 And all the graven images thereof fhall be beaten 
to pieces, and all the hires thereof fhall be burned with 
the fire, and all the idols thereof will I lay defolate : for 
fhe gathered 7? of the hire of an harlot, and they fhall 
return to the hire of an harlot. 

8 Therefore I will wail and how], I will go ftripped 
and naked: I will makea wailing like the dragons, and 
mourning as the owls. 

g For her wound 7s incurable; for it is come unto 
Judah; he is come unto the gate of my people, even 
to Jerufalem. 

10 | Declare ye z# not at Gath, weep ye not at all : 
in the houfe of Aphrah roll thyfelf in the duft. 

11 Pafs ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having 


ne 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I. Il. ty, 


I, 5 What is the tranfereffion of Facob? ts it not Samaria? &c.} 1s 
it.not Samaria that hath fet up the idolatry of the golden calves, and 
made it the eftablithed religion of the kingdom, 


4 


and the valleys fhall be cleft, as wax before the fire, and 
as the waters that are poured down a fteep place. 


they practife it, becaufe it isin the power of their hand. 

2 And they covet fields, and take them by violence; 
and houfes, and take them away : fo they opprefs a man 
and his houfe, even a man and his heritage. 

3 Therefore thus faith the Lorn; Behold, againft 
this family do I devife an evil, from which ye fhall not 
remove your necks; neither fhall ye gohaughtily: for 
this time zs evil. 

4 In that day fhall ove take up a parable againft 
you, and lament with a doleful lamentation, and fay, 
We be utterly fpoiled : he hath changed the portion of 
my people: how hath he removed 7# from me! turning 
away he-hath divided our fields. 

5 Therefore thou fhalt have none that fhall caft a 
cord by lot in the congregation of the Lorp. 

: . 6 Prophefy 

7 The dive of an harlot.) What is wickedly gotten, and vilely and 
{peedily fpent. 

16 As the eagle, &c.] Probably the vulture is here intended, as beft 
anfwering the Sefeription. 

Wl. § Thaw faalt have none, &e.} Ye shall be utterly expelled from 
Judea, and feat captives into a forcign. land. ; 

. qd 





Before 


The cruelty of the princes reproved. 





6 Prophefy ye not, fay they to them that prophefy : 


CHRIST hey fhall not prophefy to them, that they halt not take 


Tio 


fhame. 
7 YO thou thet art named the houfe of Jacob, is 
the {pirit of the Logo ftraitened? are thefe his coings ? 


do not my wordsdo good to him that walketh uprightly? _ 


8 Even of late my people is rifen up as an enemy : 
ye pull off the robe with the garment from them that 
pats by fecurely as men averfe from war. 

9 The women of my people have ye caft out from 
their pleafant houfes; from their children have ye taken 
aWay my glory for ever. So 

10 Arife ye, and depart; for this 7s not your reft : 
becaufe it is polluted, it fhall deftroy you, even with a 
fore deftruétion, 

11 Ifa man walking in the fpirit and falfehood do 
lie, faying, I will prophefy unto thee of wine and of 


' ftrong drink ; he jhall even be the prophet of this people. 


12 | J will furely affemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I 
will furely gather the remnant of Jirael; I will put 
them together as the fheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the 
midtt of their fold: they shall make great noife by rea- 
fon of the multitude of men. 

13 The breaker is come up before them: they have 
broken up, and have paffed through the gate, and are 
gone out by it: and their king fhall pafs before them, 
and the Lorp on the head of them. ' 

CHAP. It. 
1 Micah reproveth the cruelty of the princes, 5 and the 
Salfehood of the prophets. 8 The fecurity of them both. 
ND I faid, Hear, I pray you, O heads of Jacob, 
and ye princes of the houfe of Ifrael ; Zs z# not for 
you to know. juagment ? - 

2 Who hate the good, and love the evil; who pluck 
off their fkin from off them, and their flefh from off 
their bones. i se 

3 Who alfo eat the flcfh of my people, and flay 
their fkin from off them; and they break their bones, 


and chop them in pieces, as for the pot, and as flefh - 


within the caldron. 

4 Then fhall they cry unto the Lorp, but he will nor 
hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that 
time, asthey have behaved themfelvesill in their doings. 

5%] Thus faith the Lorp concerning the prophets 
that make my people err, that bite with their teeth, and 
cry, Peace; and he that pntteth not into their mouths, 
they even prepare war agaiaft him ; 

6 Therefore night /ba// be unto you, that ye fhall 
not have a vifion; andit fhall be dark unto you, that 
ye fhall not divine ; and the fun fhall go down over the 
prophets, and the day fhall be dark over them. 

7 Then fhall the feers be afhamed, and the diviners 
confounded: yea, they fhall all cover their lips: for 
there js no an{wer of God. . 

84] But truly I am full of power by the fpirit of 
the Lorp, and of judgment, and of might, to declare 
unto Jacob his tranfgreffion, and to Ifrael his fin. 

9 Hear this, I pray you, ye heads of the houfe of Ja- 
cob, and princes of the houte of Ifrael, that abhor judg- 
ment, and pervert all equity. 

Io They build up Zion with blood, and Jerufalem 
with iniquity. 

ir The heads thereof judge for reward, and the 
priefts thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 


‘7 Is the fpirit of the Lord fraitened, &c.] Is not the Lord as able 
to deliver as ever? and do not his ways make happy thofe who walk in 
them, - 


10 Arife, and depart, for this is net _your rvef?.] Set not your hearts on - 


the fenfible objects of a world devotéd to deftruction ; but rely on my 
promifes, and keep my precepts, and I will protect you from ¢vil, asa 
Sacpherd, doth his flock. : : 

HI, 6 Night feail be unto yeu, &c.] As you have loved darknefs 
and to prophely lies, God fhall reward you with blindnefs and igno- 
Fance. 


12 Zion foal be plowed as a feld, &c,] The Chaldeans razed Je- 


. rufalem to the ground, and afterwards plowed it up; which was after- 


wards done alfo to the city and temple by the Romans, 
; Generan Reevections on Chap. I, JI. II. | - 
We may hence learn, that the word of God cannot fajl, agd that his 


No. 57¢ 


"CHAP. ILIV. 











divine for money: yet will they lean upon the Lorp, 
and fay, Zs not the Lorp among us3 none evil can 
come upon us. : 

12 Therefore fhall Zion for your fake be plowed as 
a field, ancl Jerufalem fhall become heaps, and the 
mountain of the houfe as the high places of the foreft. 

CHAP. (IV. 
1 The eftablifoment of Chrifi’s kingdom ; the peace of ik, 
6 -The reftoration, 11 and victory of the church. 

Boe in the laft days it fhall come to pafs, ‘Sat the 


| ‘The eftablifhment of Chrift’s kingdom. 





Before 


CHRIST 


FLO 


mountain of the honfe of the Lorp shall be efta- ., 


blifhed in the cop of the mountains, and it fhall be ex- 
alted above the hills: and the people fhall fow unto it. 

2 And many nations fhall come, and fay, Come, and 
let us go up to the mountain of the LorbD, and to the 
houfe of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for the law hall 


‘go forth of Zion, and the word of the Loxp fram Je- 


rufalem. 

3 ¢ And he fhall judge among many people, and re- 
buke ftrong nations afar off; and they fhall beat their 
{words into plowshares, and their {pears into pruning 
hooks: nation fhall not lift up a {word againft nation, 
neither fhall they learn war any. more. , 

4 But they fhall fic every man under his vine and 


under his fig tree; and none flrall make sem afraid ; 


for the mouth of the Lorp of hofts hath fpoken is. 

5 For all people will walk every one in the name of 
his god, and we will walk in the name of the Larn our 
God for ever and ever. ; 

6 4 Inthat day, faith the Lorn, will I aflemble her 
that halteth, and I will gather her that is driven out, 
and her that I have afflicted ; 

7 And I will make her that halted a remnant, and 
her that was caft far off a {trong nation: and the Larp 
fhall reign over them in mount Zion fram henceforth, 
even for ever. ; 

8 And thou, O tower of the flock, the ftrong hold 
of the daughter of Zion, unto thee fhall it come, even 
the firft dominion; the kingdom fhall come to the 
daughter of Jerufaiem. 


- 9 Now whv doft thou cry out aloud? rs there no king. 


in thee? is thy counfellor perifhed? for pangs havé 
taken thee as a woman in travail. 

10 Be in pain, and labour to bring forth, O dangh- 
ter of Zion, like a woman in travail: for now fhalt 
thou go forth out of the city, and thou shalt dwell in 
the field, and t hou fhalt go evex to Babylon; there fhalt 
thou be delivered ; there the Lorn fhall redeem thee 
from the hand of thine enemies. : 

11 G Now alfo many nations are gathered againf{ 
thee, that fay, Let her be defiled, and let our eye look 
upon Zion. i 

12 But they know not the thoughts of the Lorn, neiz 
ther underftand they his counfel: for he fhall gather 
them as the fheaves into the floor : 

13 Arife and threfh, O daughter of Zion: for I 
will make thine horniron, and | will make thy hoofy 
brafs: and thou fhalt beat in pieces many people: and I 
will confecrate their gain unto the Lorp, and their 
fubftance unto the Lorp of the whole earth, 

CHAP. V. 
t The birth of Chrift foretold: 4. his kingdom: 8 his com- 
plete conqueft over b's enemies, 
: NOW 


re eS 
power is irrefiftible in punifhing, but that he Sep it to protect 
fuch as fear him. But no privileges will fcreen thofe from the wrath 

~ of God, who are not reconciled to him by faith and obedience: 
let us therefore truft in God at all times, while we admire his 
goodnefs and unmerited love, 


COMMENT ARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. IV,Y. 


IV. 1 Jn the laf? days, &c.} In the times of the Meffiah, By the 
hiJls are meant the heathen nations. : ; 

3 He foall judge among many prople, &c.] From hence to the end 
of the chapter is a clear prophecy of the glories of Chrift’s kingdom, 
and the unfpeakable bleflings God will beltow upon all thofe who are 
the fubjects of in y . 


ak “Y; ¢ By 


The birth of Chrift foretold. MICAH. he fervice acceptable to God. 


Before O.W gather thyfelf in troops, O daughter of | 5 Omy people, remember now what Balak king of Before 
CaRIS® troops : he hath laid fiege againfl us : they fhall |} Moab confulted, and what Balaam the fon of Beor an-CNST 


{fwered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may 


{mite the judge of Ifrael with a rod upon the cheek. 
2 But thou, Beth-lehem Ephratah, zhough thou be 

little anong the thoufands of Judah, yet out of thee 

fhall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Ifrael; 


whofe goings forth bave deen from of old, from ever- ' 


lafting. . : 
3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time 


that fhe which travaileth hath brought forth : then the | 


remnant of his brethren fhall return unto the children 
of Ifrael. 
49 And he fhall ftand and feed in the filrength of 


the Lozp, in the majefty of the name of the Loko his | 


God; and they fhall abidé: for now fhall he be great 

unto the ends of the earth. 

5 And this man fhall be the peace, when the Ady- 
rian fhall come intoour Jand: and when he fhall tread 
in our palaces, then fhall we raife againfi him feven 
fhepherds, ‘and eight principal men. 

6 And they fhall wafte the land of Affyria with the 
fword, and the land of Nimrod in theentrances thereof: 
thus fhall bedeliver zs from the Affyrian, when he com- 
eth into our land, and when he treadeth within our 
borders. 

7 And the remnant of Jacob fhall be in the midft of 
many people as a dew from the Lorp, as the fhowers 
upon the grafs, that tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth 
for the fons of men. 

84 And the remnant of Jacob fhall be among the 
Gentiles in the midft of many people as a lion among 
the beafts of the foreft, as a young lion among the flocks 
of fheep: who, if he go through, both treadeth down, 
and teareth in pieces, and none can deliver. 

9 Thine hand fhall be lifted up upon thine adverfa- 
ries, and all thine enemies fhall be cut off. 

to And it fhall come to pafs in that day, faith the 
Lorn, that I will cut off thy horfes out of the midft of 
thee, and I will deftroy thy chariots: 

11 And I will cut off the cities of thy land, and 
throw down all thy flrong holds: 

12 And I will cut off witchcrafts out of thine hand ; 
and thou fhalt have no more foothfayers : 

13 Thy graven images alfo will I cut off, and thy 
fianding images out of the midft of thee; and thou fhalt 
no more worthip tke work of thine hands. 

14 And I will pluck up thy groves out of the midft 
of thee: fo will I deftroy thy cities. 

15 And I will execute vengeance in anger and fury 
upon the heathen, fuch as they have not heard. 

CHAP. VI. . 

2 God’s controverfy for ingratitude. 6 What fervice is 
acceptable to him. 10 He reproveth their injufice, 16 
and idolatry. 

HE ye now what the Lorp faith; Arife, contend 

thou before the mountains, and let the hills hear 
thy voice. : 

2 Hear ye, O mountains, the Lorp’s controverfy, 
and ye ftrong foundations of the earth: for the Lorp 
hath a controverfy with his people, and he will plead 
with Hfrael. . 

3 O my people, what have I done unto thee? and 
wherein have 1 wearied thee? teftify againft me. 

4 For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, 
and redeemed thee out of the houfe of fervants; and I 
dent before thee Mofes, Aaron, and Miriam. 


0g SS AAA 

‘V. 2 But thou, Beth-lehem Epbratab, &c.] Beth-lchem, though but 
a {mall village, was honoured by being the birth-place of the Saviour 
of the world, 

3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that, &c.] This 
verfe alludes to the virgin Mary’s ever bJeffed Son, who was to be a 
glorious deliverer of his people from all their {piritual enemies. 

10 J will cut off thy horfes,&c.] I willdeftroy thy vain confidence, 
that thou mayeft truftalone in me. 

: GeneraLt Rervrections on Chap. IV. V. 

The great e of God, in his dealings with his church, is, to fane- 
tify it; with this view he aflli¢ts it, and for the fame reafon, in due 
time, gives it peace. 

z 





know the righteoufnefs of the Loan. 

6 Y Wherewith thall I come before the Lorp, and 

bow myfelf before the high God ? fhall I come before 
‘him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old ? 

7 Will the Lorp be pleafed with thoufands of rams, 
or with ten thoufands of rivers of oil? fhall I give my 
firftborn for my tranfgreffion, the fruit of my body for 
the fin of my foul? : 

8 He hath fhewed thee, O man, what zs good; and 
what doth the Lorn require of thee, but to do juftly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 

g The Lorp’s voice crieth unto the city, and rhe 


. man of wifdom fhall fee thy name: hear ye the rod, and 


who hath appointed it. ; 
to ¥ Are there yet the treafures of wickednefs in the 

houfe of the wicked, and the {cant meafure shat is abo- 

minable? ne 

11 Shall I count ¢hem pure with the wicked balances, 
and with the bag of deceitful weights ? 

12 For the rich men thereof are full of violence, and 
the inhabitants thereof have fpoken lies, and their 
tongue zs deceitful in their mouth. , 

13 Therefore alfo willl make fhe fick in fmiting 
thee, in making thee defolate becaufe of thy fins. 

14 Thou fhalt eat, but not be fatisfied; and thy 
cafting down /bal/ be in the midft of thee ; and thou 
fhalt take hold, but fhalt not deliver ; and thaé which 
thou delivereft will I give up to the {word. 

15 Thou fhalt fow, but thou fhalt not reap; thou 
fhalt tread the olives, but thou fhalt not anoint thee 
with oil ; and {weet wine, but fhalt not drink wine. 

164 For the ftatutes of Omri are kept, and all the 
works of the houfe of Ahab, and ye walkin their coun. 
fels ; that I fhould make thee a defolation, and the in- 
habitants thereof an hifling : therefore ye fhall bear the 


reproach of my people. 


CHAP. VII. 
1 Lhe church's complaint, § puttcth her confidence in God. 
14 God comforteth her. 
W oz is me! for Iam as when they have ga- 
thered the fummer fruits, as the grape gleanings 
of the vintage: ¢here is noclufter to cat: my foul de- 
fired the firft ripe fruit. 

2 The good maz is perifhed out of the earth: and 
there is none upright among men: they all lie in wait 
for blood; they hunt every mar his brother with a net. 

3 4 That they may do evil with both hands ear- 
neftly, the prince afketh, and the judge a/ketd for a re-~ 
ward; and the great man, he uttereth his mifchievous 
defire: fo they wrap it up. 

4 The beft of them is a brier: the moft upright zs 
Jbarper than a thorn hedge: the day of thy watchmen 
and thy vifitation cometh; now fhall be their perplexity. 

5 q Truft ye not in a friend, put ye pot confidence 
in a guide: keep the doors of thy mouth from her 
that lieth in thy bofom. 

6 For the fon difhonoureth the father, the daughter 
rifeth upagainft her mother, the daughter in law again 
her mother in law; a mian’s enemies are the men of his 
own houfe. 

. 7 Therefore f will look unto the Lorn ; I will wait 
for the God of my falvation: my God will hear me.. 

8 q Rejoice not againft me, O mine enemy: when I 


fall © 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CIIAP. VIL VII. 


VI. 6 Wherewith fhall I come, &c.] Here is the quintedfence of true 
religion; fhewing that the divine favour cannot be obtained by any ex- 
ternal or even moral performances, confidercd in themfelves ; God can 
only be approached and reconciled through the great Mediator ; and in 
order to this, the heart muft be fet right, and the conduét regulated by 
the divine law. 

8 He hath foewed thee, O man, what is guod, &c.] The praétice 
ra juftice, mercy, and truth, are the moft acceptable facrifices to 

od. * 





VI I, 


we 





Before fall, I fhall arife; when I fitin darknefs, the Lorp fhall ‘ 


omplaint of the church. 


CHRIST 7, 4 light unto me. 


TID. 


Before 


CHRIST | 


713. 


9 I will bear the indignation of the Lorn, becaufe I 
have finned againft him, until he plead my caufe, and 


execute judgment for me: he will bring me forth to the. 


light, and I fhall behold his righteoufnefS.  - 

10 Then fhe that is mine enemy fhall fee 7¢, and fhame 
fhall cover her which faid unto me, Where is the Lorp 
thy God? mine eyes fhall behold her: now hall fhe be 
trodden down as the mire of the ftreets. 

11 Inthe day that thy walls areto be built, zz that 
day fhall the decree be far removed. : 

12 Jn that day a/fo he fhall come even to thee from 
Affyria, and from the fortified cities, and from the for- 
trefs even to the river, and from fea to fea, and from 
mountain to mountain. 

1z Notwithftanding the land fhall be defolate be- 
caufe of them that dwell therein, forthe fruit of their 
doings. 

ta q Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of 
thine heritage, which dwell folitarily iz the wood, in 


VII. 11 In the day, &c.] This means, that the Jews fhould not 
have many prophets to inftruét them, till the Meffiah came, 

18—20 Whois a God like unto thee, &c.] Here is an admirable dif- 
play of the divine philanthropy, and the exceeding great willingnefs of 
God to forgive returning finners. 





N A 








CHAP. VII. 


H 





God's mercies to his people 


the midft of Carmel: let them feed 77 Bafhan and Gi- Before 


lead, asin the days of old. 

15 ¥ According to the days of thy coming out of the 
land of Egypt will I thew unto him marvellous things. 

16 The nations fhall fee and be confounded at all 
their might: they fhall lay ¢4eir hand upon heir mouth, 
their ears fhall be deaf, 

17 They fhall lick the duft like-a ferpent, they fhall 
move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they 
fhall'be afraid of the Lorn our God, and {hall fear be- 
caufe of thee, 

_ 18 Who ts a God like unto thee, that pardoneth 
iniquity, and paffeth by the tranfgreffion of the remnant 
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of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, 


becaufe he delighteth iz mercy. 
ig He-will turn again, he will have compaftion upon 
us; he will fubdue our iniquities ; and thou wilt caf 
all their fins into the depths of the fea. , 
20 Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the 
mercy to Abraham, which thou haft {worn unto our 
fathers from the days of old. 


Generat ReFuectirons on Chap, VI. VIL 
As the Brrcipal paisa in the prophets point out the nature and offices 
of the divine Redeemer, in whom God is well pleafed ; and as they 
were fulfilled in Chrift, fo our holy religion ought to be cordially 
embraced, chearfully obeyed, and conftantly adhered to, as we value 
our peace and comfort. fs 4 


Uv. 


De 


THE ARGUMENT. - 
Nahum prophefied before the deftrtittion of Nineveh, which event he foretells. He likewife treats of the nature and flate 


of the Jews after their return from the captivity. 


Dr. Lowth obferves, that he furpaffes the other minor prophets in 


fublimity, and boldnefs of fpirit ; that bis prophecy is a complete and juft poem, the exordium magnificent, the images 
Striking, the fentiments evangelical, and painted in the maf glowing colours. 


—— ES ————Eee 


CHAP. TF. 
The majefy of God in goodne/s to his people, and feverity 
againft bis enemies. ‘ 
HE burden of Nineveh. The book of the 
vifion of Nahum the Elkohhite. ; : 

2 God is jealous, and the Lorn revengeth ; 
the Lorp revengeth, and is furious; the Lorp will take 
vengeance on his adverfaries, and he refervéth wrath 
for his enemies. 

3 The Lorn és flow to anger, and great in power, 
and will not at all acquit the wicked: the Lorp hath 
his way in the whirlwind and in the ftorm, and the 
clouds are the duit of his feet. 

4 He rebuketh the fea, and maketh it dry, and dri- 
eth up all the rivers: Bafhan languifheth, and Carmel, 
and the flower of Lebanon languifheth. 

5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, 
and the earth is burned at his prefence, yea, the world, 
and all that dwell therein. 

6 Who can ftand before his indignation? and who 
can abide in the fiercenefs of his anger? his fury is 
poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by 
him. ; 
7 The Lorp és good, a ftrong hold in the day. of 
trouble ; and he knoweth them that truft in him. 

8 But with an overrunning flood he will make an 
utter end of the place thereof, and darknefs thal! pur- 
fue his enemies. . 


re rr NE 
GOMMENTARY ann NOTES on-CHAP. I, Il. HI, 

I. 10 Drunken as drunkards, &c.] Nineveh was affaulted and taken 
‘in the night by- Arbaces, while the inhabitants were feafting and quite 


9 What do ye imagine againft the Lorp? he will pope 
make an utter end: affliction fhall not rife up the fe-curisr 


cond time. 
to For while they be folden together as thorns, and 


while they are drunken as drunkards, they fhali be de- 
voured as ftubble fully dry. 

11 There is one come out of thee, that imagineth 
evil againft the Lorp, a wicked counfellor. 

12 Thus faith the Lorp; Though they be quiet, 
and likewife many, yet thus fhall they be cut down, 
when he fhall pafs through. Though I have afflicted 
thee, I will afflict thee no more. 

13 For now willI break his yoke from off thee, and 
will burit thy bonds in funder. 

14 And the Lorp hath given a commandment con- 
cerning thee, hat no more of thy name be fown; out 
of the houfe of thy gods will I cut off the graven image 
and the molten image: J will make thy grave; for thou 
art vile. 

15 Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publifheth peace! O Judah, 
keep thy folemn feafts, perform thy vows: forthe wicked 
fhall no more pafs through thee; he is utterly cut off. 

-" CHAP. I. . . 

The fearful and vi€forious armies of God againf? Nineveh, 

-F E that dafheth in pieces is come up before thy 

face: keep the munition, watch the way, make 
ty loins ftrong, fortify #4y power mightily. 


2 For 





egligent and drunken. 
i SANs more of thy name be fown, a2 This was fpoken of Sen+ 


nacherib, who was to have no-more chil IL6 
. t 


CHRIST. 


7130 


' The m STNG TRY COTE 28 ng IR UR Tun HABAKKU K. 


" Belore z For the Lorp hath turned away the excellency of 
eo Jacob, as the excellency of Hrael: for the emptiers 


‘Hane menarein fearlet: the chariots foall be with eel 


' thereof, and the defence fhall be prepared. 
-be brought up, and her maids fhall lead 4er as with the 


.they fhall fee away. Stand, ftand, /hall they cry; but 
-none fhall look back. 


‘pleafant furniture. 


meffengers hall no. more be heard. 


have emptied them out, and marred theirvine branches, 
3 The fhield of his nrighty men is made red, the va- 


torches in the day of his preparation, and the fir trees 
fhall be terribly fhaken. 
4 The chariots fhall rage in the ftreets, they thall 
juftle one againft another in the broad ways: they fhall 
‘feem like torches, they fhall run like the lightnings. 
5 He fhall recount his worthies: they fhall ftum- 
ble in their walk; they fhall make hafte to the wall 


6 The gates of the rivers fhall be opened, and the * 
palace fhall be diffolved. 
7 And Huzzab fhall be led away captive, fhe fhall 


voice of doves, tabering upon their breafts. 
8 But Nineveh és of old like a pool of water: yet 


9g Take ye the fpoil of filver, take the {poil of gold: 
for there is none end of the ftore and glory out of all the 


to She is empty, and void, and wafte: and the heart 
melteth, and the knees {mite together, and much pain 
ésin all loins, and the’faces of them all gather blacknefs. 

rit Where is the dwelling of the lions, and the feed-' 
ingplace of the young lions, where the lion, even the 
old lion, walked, and the lion’s whelp, and none made 
them afraid ? “ 

12 Thelion did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, | 
and ftrangled for his lioneffes, and filled his holes with 
prey, and his dens with ravin. 

13 Behold, I am againft thee, faith the Lorn of 
hofts, and I will burn her chariots in the fmoke, and. 
the fword fhall devour thy young lions: and I will 
cut off thy prey from the earth, and the voice of thy 


CHAP. NHI 
The miferable ruin of Nineveh. 


Wo to the bloody city! it zs all full of lies and 
robbery; the prey departeth not 5 

2a The noife of a whip, and the noife of the rat- 
tling of the wheels, and of the pranfing horfes, and of 
the jumping chariots, 

3 The horfeman lifteth up both the bright {word 
and the glittering {pear: and there is a multitude of 
flain, and a great number of carcafes; and there is none 
end of their corpfes ; they ftumble upon their corpfes ; 

4. Becaufe of the multitude of the whoredoms of the 


A 
Il. 6 The gates of the river, &c,] ‘There was a prophecy that Ni- 
neveh could not be taken till the river became an enemy to the city; 
and in the third year of the fiege the river overflowed its banks, an 
broke. down the walls; upon which the king, imagining that the pro- 
phecy was fulfilled, collected together his wives, concubines, and chil- 
dren, and having heaped up a large pile of wood, fet fire to it, and 
ne were all confumed, fo that the prediction was exaétly accom- 
lifhed, 
IIL. 8 Art thou better than populous Na, &c,] No-ammon or Diofpo- 
lis, a city in Egypt, fuppofed to be the fame with Thebes. This famous 
city was facked, and its inhabitants made captives, as the prophet ob- 
ferves in the following verfes. 





felleth nations through her whoredoms, and fanailies 
through her witchcrafts. 

5 Behold, I am againit thee, faith the Lorp of holts; 
and | will difcover thy fkirts upon thy face, and I wiit 
fhew the nations thy nakednefs, and the kingdoms thy 
fhame. 

6 And I will caft abominable filth upon thee, and 
make thee vile, and will fet thee as a_ gaaingftock. 

3 And it fhall come to pafs, ¢4a¢ all they that look 
upon thee fhall flee from thee, and fay, Nineveh is laid 
wafte: who will bemoan her? whence fhall I icek 
comforters for thee? 

8 Art thou better than populous No, that was fitu- 
ate among the rivers, that had the waters round about 
ic, whofe rampart was the fea, aud her wall was froma 
the fea. 

9 Ethiopia and Egypt were her ftreneth, and it was 
infinite; Put and Lubim were thy helpers. 

10 Yet was fhecarried away, fhe went into captivity: 
her young chiidren alfo were dafhed in pieces at the top. 
of all the ftreets: and they caft lots for her honour- 
able men, and all her great men were bound in chains, 
11 Thou alfo fhalt be drunken: thou fhalt be hid, 
thou alfo thalt feek ftrength becaufe of the enemy. 

12 All thy ftrong holds /hall be like fig trees with the 
firfiripe figs: if they be fhaken, they fhafl even fall into, 
the mouth of the eater. 

13 Behold, thy people in the midft of thee ere wo- 
men: the gates of thy land fhall be fet wide open 
unto thine enemies: the fire fhall devour thy bars. 

14 Draw thee waters for the fiege, fortify thy ftrone 
holds : go into clay, and tread the morter, make ftrong 
the brickkiln. 

15 There fhall the fire devour thee; the {word fhall 
- cut thee off, it fhall eat thee up like the cankerworm: 
‘make thyfelf many as the cankerworm, make thyfelf 
many as the locufts. 

16 Thou haft multiplied thy merchants above the 
ftars of heaven: the cankerworm fpoileth, and fleeth 
away. 

i7 Thy crowned are asthe locufts, and thy captains 
as the great grafhoppers, which camp in: the hedges in 
the cold day, Sut when the fun arifeth they flee away, 
and their place is not known where they are. 

18 ‘Thy fhepherds umber, O king of Affyria : thy 
nobles fhall dwell zu the duft: thy people is {cattered 
upon the mountains, and no man gathereth them. 

19 There is na healing of thy bruife; thy wound is 
grievous ; all that hear the bruic of thee {hall clap the 
hands over thee: for upon whom hath not thy wick~ 
ednefs pailed continually ? 


—— 
19 There is no healing, &¢.] The ruins of ancient Nineveh are no 
phers to be found. 


Gewnerat Rerrecerrons on Chap. I, Ii. II, 


By the deftru€tion of this great city, we fee, that God, after having long 
foreborn with men, at length executes the decrees of his juttice upon 
them; which fhews, that he is able to abafe and punith the proud 
and voluptuous. But true religion and piety will render us objedts 
of the divine favour here, and inheritors of a heavenly kingdom here- 


after. 


De 
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THE ARGUMENT, 


Habakkuk was cotemporary with Feremiah: he foretold the deftrudtion of Fudah and Ferufalem by the Chaldeans, which 
fatal period be furvived. The third chapter is a Jong or prayer to God, whofe majefty the prophet defcribes with the 


wtnoft grandeur and fublimity of expreffion. 


CHAP, 


of Ninevah. 


wellfavoured Bee) Bap ihe Lown Wath circ oaawan thie encelledey of ty seeliwouredubalion the mili cisar wicicale. clan acon the miftrefs of witchcrafts, that Before 
ies 
i3 





Tfrael’s wniqurty revenged by 
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CHAP. I. 

1 Unto Habakkuk, § is fhewn the fearful vengeance by the 
Chaldeans: 12 he complaineth that vengeance fhould 
be executed by them who are far worfe. 

"Tie burden which Habakkuk the prophet did 

fee. 

2 O Lorp, how long fhali I cry, and thou 
wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, and 
thou wilt not fave! 

3 Why doft thou fhew me iniquity, and cavfe me to 
behold grievance ? for {poiling and violence are before 
me: and there are ¢bat raife up firife and contention. 

4 Therefore the law is flacked, and judgment doth 
never go forth: for the wicked doth compafs about the 
righteous; therefore wrong judgment proccedeth. 

5 § Behold ye among the heathen, and regard, and 
wonder marvelloufly: tor Z will work a work in your 
days, which ye will not believe, though it be told you. 

6 For, lo, lraife up the Chaldeans, ‘hat bitter and 
halty nation, which: {hall march through the breadth of 
the land, to poflefs the dwellingplaces that are not 
their’s. 

7 Uhey are terrible and dreadful: their judgment 
and their dignity fhall proceed of themfelves. 

8 Their horfes alfo are fwifter than the leopards, 
and are more fierce than the evening wolves: and their 
horfemen thall fpread themfelves, and their horfemen 
fhall come from far; they fhall fly as the eagle shat 
hatteth to eat. 

9 They thall come all for violence: their faces fhall 
fup up as the eaft wind, and they fhall gather the cap- 
tivity as the fand. A 

10 And they fhall fcoff at the kings, and the princes 
fhali be a fcorn unto them: they fhall deride every 
ftrong hold; for they fhall heap dult, and take it. 

11 Then fhall bis mind change, and he thall pafs 
over, and offend, imputing this his power unto his god. 

12 4 Artthou not from everlafting, O Lorp my 
God, mine Holy One? we fhall not die. O Lorp, 
thou halt ordained them for judgment, and, O mighty 
God, thou haft eftablithed them for correction. 

13 Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and 
canft not look on iniquity: wherefore lookeft thou 
upon them that deal treacheroufly, and holdeft thy 
tongue when the wicked devoureth the man thal 1s more 
righteous than he? 

14. And makeft men as the fifhes of the fea, as the 
creeping things, ‘bat have no ruler over them? 

15 They take up all of them with the angle, they 
catch them in their net, and gather them in their drag: 
therefore they rejoice and are glad. 

16 Therefore they facrifice unto their net, and burn 
incenfe unto their drag ; becaufe by them their portion 
is fat, and their meat plenteous. 

17 Shall they therefore empty their net, and not fpare 
continually to flay the nations? 

CHAP. I. 
1 Unto Habakkuk is foewed that he muft wait in faith. 

5 The judgment of the Chaldeans for infatiablenefs, 9 am- 

bition, 12eruelty, 1 § treacherous dealing, 18 and idolatry. 

Will ftand upon my watch, and fet me upon the 

tower, and will watch to fee what he will fay unto 
me, and what I {hall anfwer when I am reproved. 

2 GF And the Lorp anfwered me, and faid, Write 
the vifion, and make it plain upon tables, that he may 
run that readeth it. 


| 
| 


es ce as ee a ea 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. I. Ii. it. 


1. 8 Their borfes are fwifter than leepards, &c.] The Chaldean horfes § 


were the fivifteft of any in the eaft. : 
Their faces foall fup up as the caft wind, 
jt, “Cheir afpeét is very fierce ; and the Latin, 
ing wind, 
12 Art thou not from everlafling P—we feall not dic, &¢e.} Thou 
; hofe word is as unchangeable as thy nature, 


that liveft for ever, and w d cha : ! 
wilt preferve us from utter deltruction, This is the voice of genuine 


faith. 3 a. : 
Ik 3 Lt ceil x08 farry.] Tt will net fay s 1.¢. though it is flow in 


No. 58. 


&c.] The Syriac renders 
Their faces are a burn- 


ER NT AS 
/ EmarnmerenE wen ». 


“CHAP. L Il. ILL 





the terrible Chaldeans. 





ae reap SRE ETE REPRE SESE eo PEM yp ata meena 


3 For the vifion zs yet for an appointed time, but at 
the end it dhall fpeak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait 
for it; becaufe it will furely come, it will not tarry 
_ 4, Behold, his foul wéich is lifted up is sot upright 
in him: but the juft fhall live by his faith. 

5 J Yea alfo, becaufe he tranfgreffeth by wine, Je is 
a proud man, neither keepeth at home, who enlargeth 
his defire as hell, and zr as death, and cannot be fatisfied, 
but gathercth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto 
him all people: 

6 Shall not all thefe take up a parable againft him, 
and a taunting proverb againft him, and fay, Woe to 
him that increafeth that which is not his! how long? 
and to him that ladeth himfelf with thick clay! 

7 Shall they not rife up fuddenly that fhail bite thee, 
and awake that fhall vex thee, and thou fhalt be for 
booties unto them ? 

8 Becaufe thou haft fpoiled many nations, all the 
remnant of the people fhall fpoil thee; becaufe of men’s 
blood, and for the violence of the land, of the city, and 
of all that dwell thercin. 

9 FY Woeto him that covetéth an evil covetoufnels 
to his houfe, that he may fet his neft on high, that he 
may be delivercd from the power of evil! 

10 Thou hatt confulted fhame to thy houfe by cut ° 
ting off many people, and haft finned agai thy foul. 

at For the itone fhall cry out of the wall, and the 
beam out of the timber fhall anfwer it. 


12 § Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, 


and itablifheth a city by iniquity! 5 

13 Behold, is ¢ not of the Lorp of hofts that the 
people fhall labour in the very fire, and the people fhall 
weary themfelves for very vanity ? 

14 For the earth fhall be filled with the knowledge 
of the glory of the Lorp,-as the waters cover the fea., 

- 159 Wocunto him thar giveth his neighbour drink, 
that puttelt thy bottle to im, and makeft fim drunken 
alfo, that thou mayelt look on their nakednefs! 

16 Thou art filled with fhame for glory : drink thou 
alfu, and let thy forefkin be uncovered : the cup of rhe 
Lorp’s right hand fhall be turned unto thee, and fhame- 
ful {pewing /ball be on thy glory. 

17 For the violence of Lebanon fhall cover thee, and 
the tpoil of beafts, which made them afraid, becaule of 


Anno 
DOMINE 
-626. 


men’s blood, and for the violence of the land, of the. 


-city, and of all that dwell therein. 

18 § What profieth the graven image that the 
maker thereof hath graven it; the molten image, and 
a teacher of lies, that the maker of his work trufteth 
therein, to make dumb idols? 

19 Woe unto him that faith to the wood, Awake; 
tothe dumb ftone, Arife, it fhall teach! Behold, it zs 
laid over with gold and filver, and ¢here is no breath 
at all in che midf of it. ‘ 

20 But the Lorp isin his holy temple: Jet all the 
earth keep filence before him. ‘ 

: CHAP. Ul 
1 Habakkuk in his prayer trembleth at God's majeftys 

17 he profefeth his unfhaken truft in God. 
Prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shi- 
gionoth. 

2 O Lorp, I have heard thy fpeech, and was afraid: 
O Lorp, revive thy work in the midft of the years, in 
the micit of the years make Known; in wrath remem~- 
ber mercy. 


3 {{ God came from Teman, and the Holy One from 
mount 





corning, it will not ftand ftill, but will come at its appointed time, for 
the purpofes of God are immutable and infallible. : 

x1 The fone fall ery out of the wall, Sc.) The cruclties committed 
by the Chaldeans woul be fo great, that in a metaphorical fenfe the 
ruins of the towns and cities would cry out for vengeance agsinft them : 
fee Pyala cxxxvii. 

23 The Lora isin his 
where he fits as governor 0 
and trbulert paffions of wicked men. : ig 

Ill. 1 Upon Shiginoth.) Shigionoth means wandering, aluding 

robably co the captivity. 
in the fervice of the temple. 
8 


fthe univerfe, and conironer of the unruly 


9 Tix 


aly tempis, &e.] God hath his throne in heaven, - 


Sigioneth were mufcal compofitions uled , 





| Habakkuk’s prayer. 






ZEPHANIAH. 








He defcribeth the majefiy of Ged. 


CN rar ga 


Before mount Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, 


CHRIST 
626. 


and the earth was full of his praife. 

4 And 4is brightnefs was as the light; he had horns 
coming cut of his hand: and there was the hiding of his 
power. 

5 Before him went the peftilence, and burning 
coals went forth at his feet. 

6 He ftood, and meafored the earth : he beheld, and 
drove afunder the nations ; and the everlafting moun- 
tains were {cattered, the perpetual hills did bow: his 
ways are everiafting. ; 

7.1 faw the tents of Cufhan in affliction: and the 
curtains of the land of Midian did tremble. ; 

‘8 Was the Lorn difpleafed againft the rivers? was 
thine anger againft the rivers? was thy wrath againit 
the fea, that thou didft ride upon thinc horfes and thy 
chariots of falvation ? 

9 Thy bow was made quite naked, according to the 
oaths of the tribes, ever thy word. Sclah. Thou didit 
cleave the earth with rivers. 

10 The mountains faw thee, and they trembled : the 
overflowing of the water paffed by: the deep uttered his 
voice, and lifted up his hands on high. 

11 The fun and moon food ftill in their habitation : 
at the light of thine arrows they went, azdat the fhin- 
ing of thy glittering fpear. 

x12 Thou didft march through the land in indigna- 





a 7 The tents of Cufean, &c.} This means cither Ethiopia or Mi- 
ian. 

17 Although the fig-tree, &c.] The hopes of the Jews centered in tem- 
poral things: but the prophet pioufly looks forward to the bleffings of 
the Meffiah’s kingdom, and, by faith inthe promifes of God, relies on 
his kind providence for the enjoyment of all temporal, fpiritual, and 
cternal bleffings, even in the worft of times. 
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tion, thou didft threfh the heathen in anger. Before 
13 Thou wentcft forth for the falvation of thy peo- ee 


ple, even for falvation with thineanointed ; thou wound- 
edit the head out of the houfe of the wicked, by difco- 
vering the foundation unto the neck. Selah. . 

14 Thou didit firike through with his ftaves the 
head of his villages: they came out as a whirlwind to 
{eatter me: their rejoicing was as to devour the poor 
fecretly. 

15 Vhou didft walk throngh the fea with thine 
hortes, through the heap of great waters. 

16 When I heard, my belly trembled ; my lips qui- 
vered at the voice: rottenne{s entered into my boncs, 
and I trembled in myfelf, that I might reftin the day 
of trouble: when he cometh up unto the people, he 
will invade them with his troops. 

17 G Although the fig'tree fhall not bloffom, neither 
JSoall fruit be in the vines; the Jabour of the olive fhall 
fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat ;. the flock thall 
be cut off from the fold, and there shall be uo herd in 
the ftalls: 

18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lorn, I will joy in the 
God of my falvation. 

19 The Lorp Gad is my ftrength, and he will make 
my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make me to walk 
upon mine high places. To the chief finger on my 
ftringed inftruments. 





Generat Reruections on Chap. I. II. 1D. 


The confideration of the effeéts of the power and Jove of God towards 
us fhould touch our hearts with fincere gratitude, fhould engage us 
to fear him, and make us entirely confide in him, even in the greateft 
adverfities; fince God is always the fame, and that it is impoftible 
he fhould ever forfake thofe who ferye and hope in him. 





T 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
Zephaniah lived in the reign of Fofiah ; he foretold the deftru€tion of Ninevah, and the caftivity cf the Fews, who 


continued very corrupt, notwithfianding the king’s pious zeal, and good example. 


of whom he feems to be the abbreviator. 


fits fiyle refembles that of Jeremiah, 


—— eS 


CHAP. I. : 

1 The time when Zephaniah prophefied. 2 God's fevere 
judgment againfi{ Fudah for divers fins. 

HE word of the Lorp which came unto Zepha- 


Bef 
CHRIST niah the fon of Cufhi, the fon of Gedaliah, the 
63% fon of Amariah, the fon of Hizkiah, in the days 


of Jofiah the fon of Amon, king of Judah. 

2 4 XT will utterly confume all f4ings from off the 
land, faith the Lorp. : 

3 I will confume man and beaft, I will confume the 
fowls of the heaven, and the fifhes of the fea, and the 
ftumblingblocks with the wicked ; and I will cut off 
man from off the land, faith the Lorp. 

4 I will alfo ftretch out mine hand upon Judah, and 
upon all the inhabitants of Jerufalem ; and I will cut 
off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the name 
of the Chemarims with the priefts ; 

5 And them that worfhip the hoft of heaven upon 
the houfetops ; and them that worthip and that fwear 
by the Lorn, and that fwear by Malcham; 

6 And them that are turned back from the Lorp; 
and thofe that have not fought the Loro, nor enquired 
for him. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. LIL. Mi. 


‘I. 5 That fwear by the Lord, &¢.] ‘That join the worhhip of idols 


to that of the true God. 
7 Hold thy peace at the prefence of the Lord God, &c.] Keep filence, 


7 Hold thy peacé at the prefence of the Lord Gon: 
for the day of the Logn 7s at hand: forthe Lorp hathe 
prepared a facrifice, he hath bid his gueits. 

8 Andit fhall come to pafs in the day of the Lorn’s 
facrifice, that I will punifh the princes, and the king’s 
children, and all fuch as are clothed with ftrange 
apparel. 

9 In the fame day alfo will T punifh all thofe that 
leap on the threfhold, which fill their mafters’ houfes 
with violence and deceit. 

1o And it fhall come to pafs in that day, faith the 
Lorp, that there fhall bc the noife ofa cry from the filh 
gate, and an howling from the fecond, and a great 
crufhing from the hills. 

1t Howl, ye inhabitants of Maktefh, for all the 
merchant people are cut down; all they that bear filver 
are cut off. 

12 And it fhall come to pafs at that time, shat I 
will fearch Jerufalem with candles, and puniih the men 
that are fettled on their lees: that fay in their heart, 
The Lorn will not do good, neither will he do evil. 


13 Therefore their goods ihall become a booty, _ 
their 





in token of an awful reverence towards God, for he is coming to exe- 
cute his judgments upon the land ; nor murmurat his corrections, which 
thy fins fo juftly deferve. 

12 That are fettled on their lees, &c-) That live fecurely 3 and are 
lukewarm and carelefs in religious duties. > 
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Fudement upon Moab, Anunon, Bc. 








Before their houfes a defolation: they fhall alfo build houfes, §g 
geet Die not inhabit sem; and they fhall plant vineyards, f 


FO6 


but not drink the wine thereof. 


14 The great day of the Lorn js near, 7¢ is near, and Ff 
halteth greatly, ever the voice of the day of the Lorn: ff 


the mighty man {hall cry there bitterly. 


rg ‘Phat day 7s a day of wrath, a day of troubleand ff 
Ba) wag his hand. 


diftrefs, a day of waftencfs and defolation, a day of dark- 
neis and gloomine’s, a day of clouds and thick darknefs, 


16 A day of the trumper and alarm againtt the [ff 


fenced cities, and againft the high towers. 


17 And I will bring diftrcfs upon men, that they [f 


fhall wall like blind men, becaufe they have finned 
againfi the Lorp: and their blood fhall be poured out 
as cut, and their flefh as the dung. 

a8 Neither their filver nor their gold fhall be able 
to deliver them in the day cf the Lorn’s wrath; but the 


whole land fhall be devourcd by the fire of his jealoufy: (§ 
f judges are evening wolves ; they gnaw not the bones 
¥& till che morrow. 


for he {hall make even a {peedy riddance of all them 


that dweil in the land. 
CHAP. QU. 
1 An exhortation to repentance. 


and Affyria. 


C : ATITIER yourfeives together, yea, gather toge- #f 
} to light, he faileth not; but the unjuft knowceth no 
Af fhame. 


ther, © narion not detired ; 
2 Before the decree briny torth, before the day pafs 
as the chaff, before the ficrce anger of the Lorp come 


upon you, before the day of the Lorp’s anger come 4§} 
Kk their cities are deflroyed, fo that there is no man, that 


f there is none inhabitant. 


upon you. 


3 Seek ye the Lorn, all ye meek of the earth, which § 
have wrought his judgment; feek riphteoufnefs, feck ff 
mecknefs: it may be ye fthall be hid in the day of the § 

§ howfoever I punifhed them: but they rofe early, and 
HH corrupted all their doings. 


Lorp’s anger. 

44 For Gaza fhall be forfaken, and Afhkelon a de- 
folation: they fhall drive at Afhdod at the noon day, 
and Ekron fhall be rooted up. 


5 Woe unto the inhabitants of the fea coafts, the na- jf 

f kingdoms, to pour upon them mine indignation, ever 
all my fierce anger: for all the carth fhall be devoured 

f swith the fire of my jealouly. : 


tion of the Cherethites! the word of the Lorn és againit 
you; O Canaan, the land of the Philiftines, 1 will even 
deftroy thec, that there thall be no inhabitant. - 

6 and the fea coatt fhall be dwellings and cottages 
for fhepherds, .and folds for flocks. 


7 And the coaft fhall be for the remnant of the ff 


houfe of Judah ; they fhall feed thereupon: in the 
houfes of Afhkelon fhall they lie down in the evening: 


forthe Lorn their God fhall vificthem, and turn away | 


their captivity. 


8 @ I have heard the reproach of Moab, and the re- Hi 
vilings of the children of Ammon, whereby they have Jf 
reproached my people, and magnified them/elves againft 9f 


their border. : 


Therefore as I live, faith the Lorp of hofts, the. 


God of Ifracl, Surely Moab fhall be as Sodom, and the 
children of Ammon as Gomorrah, evex the breeding of 
nettles, and faltpits, anda perpetual defolation: the re- 


fidue of my people fhall fpoil them, and the remnant | 


of my: people fhall poffefs them. 


to This fhall they have for their pride, becaufe they § 


have reproached and magnified them/elves againft the 
people of the Lorp of hotts, ; 

11 The Lorp will be terrible unto them: for he will 
famifh all the gods of the earth ; and men fhall worfhip 
him, every one from his place, eve all the ifles of the 
heathen. 

12 G@ Ye Ethiopians alfo, ye /hal] be flain by my 
{word. 

134 Ard he will ftretch out his hand againft the 
north, and deftroy Affyria ; and will make Nineveh a 
defvlation, aad dry like a wildernefs. 


14 And flocks fhall Jie down in the midft of her, § 


all the beafts of the nations: both the cormorant and 





Il. 9 The rofidue of my people foall fpoil them, &c.] Judas Maccabeus § 
Will deprive them 


and his brethren fubdued the Ammonites. 
it He will famifb-all the gods uf the earth, &c.] 
of their facrifices, which the Gentiles thought the food of their gods, 


4 The judgment of the Gk 
Philiftines, 8 of Moab and Ammon, 12 of Ethiopia, 13 Qf 





CHAP. Ul. WI. Ferufalem fharply reproved for divers fins. 


the bittern fhall lodge in the upper lintels of it; their Before” 

voice thall fing in the windows; defolation /hall be idee 

the threfholds: for he fhall uncover the cedar work. a 
15 Thisiés the rejoicing city that dwelt carelefly, that 

faid in her heart, 1 am, and there is none befide me: 

how is fhe become a defolation, a place for beafts to lic 

down in! every one that paffeth by her fhall hifs, and 


CHAP. JIT. 

1 A fharp reproof of Ferufalem for divers fins. 8 An ex- 
hortation to wait for the reftoration of Ifrael, 14 and 
to rejoice for their fulvation by God. 

Wc to her that is filthy and polluted, to the 

oppreffing city ! 
2 She obeyed not the voice; fhe received not cor- 


BR rection; fhe trufted not in the Lorp; fhe drew not 
Fe near to her God. 


3 Her princes within ‘her are roaring lions ; her 


‘4 Her prophets are light and treacherous perfons: 
her priefts have polluted the fanétuary, they have done 
violence to the law. 

5 The juft Lorn és in the midft thereof; he will not 
do iniquity : every morning doth he bring his judgment 


6 I have cut off the nations: their towers are de- 
folate ; I made their ftreets wafte, that none paileth by: 


7 1 faid, Surely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt receive 
inftruction ; fo their dwelling fhould not be cut off, 


8 4 Therefore wait ye upon me, faith the Lorp, 
until the day that I rife upto the prey: for my determi~ 
nation is to gather the nations, that 1 may affemble the 


9 For then willl turn to the people a pure language, 


f that they may all call upon the name of the Lorp, to 


ferve him with one confent. 
to From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia my fupe 


| pliants, even the daughter of my difperfed, fhall bring 


mine offering. 

art In that day fhalt thou not be afhamed for all thy 
doings, wherein thou haft tranfyreifed againft me: for 
then I will take away out of the midft of thee them that 
rejoice in thy pride, and thou fhalt no more be haughty 
becaufe of my holy mountain.- 

12. I will alfo leave in the midft of thee an afflicted 


t and poor people, and they fhall truf{ in the name of the 


Lorp. 

13 The remnant of Ifracl fhall not do iniquity, nor 
fpeak lies; neither fhall a deceitful tongue be found in 
their mouth: for they fhall feed and lie down, and none 


§ Shall make them afraid. 


14q Sing, O daughter of Zion 3 fhout, O Ifrael; 


| be glad‘and rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of 


Jerufalem. 

15 The Lorn hath taken away thy judgments, he 
hath caft out thine enemy: the king of Ifrael, ever the 
Lorp, is in the midft of thee: ‘thou fhalt not fee evil 
any more. . 

16 In thatday it fhall be faid to Jerufalem, Fear thou 
not: and fo Zion, Let not thine hands be flack. 

17 The Lorp thy God in the midft of thee rs mighty; 
he will fave, he will rejoice over thee with joy; he will 
reft in his love, he will joy over thee with finging. 

18 I will gather them that are forrowful for the fo- 

; lemn 
ES ST 
Wl. 14 Sing, O daughter of Zien, &c.] Thefe words refer literally 
to the return of the Jews from the captivity ; but relate more eminently 


to the gloriqus times of the gofpel. 
20 


ere peer eR A RT tS nnn, 
Haggai reproveth the people's delay. HAGGALI. The fecondcemplefhall exceed the firfi nglory. 
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Before lemn aflembly, wéo are of thee, fo whom the reproach 
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of it was a burden. - 

19 Behold, at that time I will undo all that affli& 
thee: and [ wiil fave her that halteth, and gather her 
thac was driven out; and I will get them praife and 





20 At that time, &c.] It is the opinion of many learned men, that 
the Jews will believe the gofpel in one general body throughout the 
world, fome time before the fecond coming of Chrift. 


Genernazt ReFruecrions on Chap. I. II. Ill. 
‘We may hence obferve, that the profanation of the divine fervice, and 


! 
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fame in every land where they have been put to fhame. 

20 At that time will I bring you agai, even in the 
time that I gather you: for I will make you a name 
and a praife among all people of the earth, when [ turn 
back your captivity before your eyes, faith the Lorn. 





impenitency, draw upon men the fevereft effefts of God’s wrath; 
but that the piety, zeal, and uprightnefs of thofe that fear God, are 
the means of averting from ea thofe judgments which will fall 
upon the wicked ; and fince God makes fuch gracious promifes to the 
Jews, we ought to pity them, pray for their converfion, and treat 
them with humanity. 














. THE ARGUMENT. 
Haggai prophefied in the fixth year of Darius Hyftafpes; the occafion of his prophecy was, to encourage the Fews to 


proceed with rebuilding of the city and temple, 
Cyrus, about feventeen years before. 


————_—_- 


CHAP. I. 

1 Haggai reproveth the people's delay in building the tem- 

N the fecond year of Darius the king, in the fixth 

month, in the firft day of the month, came the 
Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and to Jofhua the fon of Jofedech, the high prieft, 
S y ; 

2 4{ Thus fpeaketh the Lorp of hofts, faying, This 
people fay, The time is not come, the time that the 

3 ‘Then came the word of the Lory by Haggai the 
propher, faying, : 
houfes, and this houfe /ie wafte? 

s Now therefore thus faith the Lorp of hofts; 

6 Ye have fown much, and bring in little; ye eat, 
but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not filled 
and he that earneth wages earneth wages /o put it into 
a bag with holes. 

8 Go up to the mountain, and bring wood, and 
build the houfe; and I will take pleafure in it, and I 

9 Ye looked for much, and, lo, 7 came to little 5 
and when ye brought zt home, I did blow upon it. 
that is wafte, and ye run.every man unto his own houle. 

10 Therefore the heaven over you is ftayed from 

1t And | called for a drought upon the land, and 
upon the mountains, and upon the corn, and upon the 
ground bringeth forth, and upon men, and upon cat- 
tle, and upon all the labour of the hands. 
Jofhua the fon of Jofedech, the high prieit, with all 
the remnant of the people, obeyed the voice of the 


ple: 7 be inciteth them to fet about it. 
I word of the Lorp by Haggai the prophet unto 
faying, 
Lorp’s houfe fhould be built. 
4 Is it time for you, O ye, to dwell in your cieled 
Confider your ways. 
with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm ; 
7 4| Thus faith the Lorn of hofts; Confider your ways. 
will be glorified, faith the Lorp. 
Why ? faith the Lorp of hofts. Becaufe of mine houfe 
dew, and the earth is ftayed from her fruit. 
new wine, and upon the oil, and upon that which the 
12 4 Then Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, and 
Lorp their God, and the words of Haggai, the prophet, 


ee ar Se EI 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP, I. IL. 


I. 4 fsit tine, &c.] _'The people had built houfes for themfelves, 
but were unwilling to afliit in rebuilding the temple: owing probably 
to their being in great fear of the nations around them, who hated their 
religion ; and they had alfo loft the ark of the covenant, with many 
other things, that were the glory of tie firt remple: but the main im- 
peaunent was, they wanted a proper degree of zeal for the re-eftablifh- 
ment of the worfhip of God, 


4 


after the foundation had been laid, according to the commandment of 





as the Lorn their God had fenr him, and the people 
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: : Befor 
did fear before the Lorp. CHRIST 
13 Then fpake Haggai the Lorn’s meffenger in the 420 


Lorp’s meflage unto the people, faying, | am with you, 
faith the Lorp. © 

14 J And the Lorp ftirred up the fpirit of Zerub- 
babel the fon of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and the 
fpirit of Jofhua the fon of Jofedech, the high prieft, 
and the {pirit of all the remnant of the people; and 
they came and did work in the houfe of the Lorn of 
hofts, their God, 

15 In the four and twentieth day of the fixth month, 
in-the fecond year of Darius the king. 

: CHAP. WU. 

Haggai encourageth the people to the work by promife o 
ieiiee glory to the eed eae than was ibe a . 
N the feventh month, in the one and twentieth day 
of the month, came the word of the Lorp by the 
prophet Haggai, faying, 

2 Speak now to Zerubbabel the fon of Shealtiel, go- 
vernor of Judah, and to Jofhua the fon of Jofedech, the 
high priett, and to the refidue of the people, faying, 
Who 7s left among you.that faw this houfe in her 
firft glory? and how do ye fee it now? zs it notin your 
eyes in comparifon of it as nothing? 

4 Yet now be ftrong, O Zerubbabel, faith the Lorn; 
and be ftrong, O Jofhua, fon of Jofedech, the high 
prieft; and be ftrong, all ye people of the land, faitn 
the Lorn, and work: tor I am with you, faith the Lorp 
of hofls : : 

5 According to the word that I covenanted with you 
when ye came out of Egypt, fo my fpirit remaineth 
among you: fear ye not. 

6 For thus faith the Lorp of holls ; Yet once, it zs 
a little while, and J will fhake the heavens, and the 
earth, and the fea, and the dry /and; 

7 And I will fhake all nations, and the defire of ail 
nations fhall come: and I will fill this houfe with glory, 
faith the Lorn of hofts. 

8 The fiiver is mine, and the gold 7s mine; faith the 
Lorp of hofts. 

9 The glory of this latter houfe fhall be greater a 

the 








Il. 9 The glory of this latter houfe feall be greater than the former, 
&c.] Not in riches‘or coftly ornaments, but in thae the Prince of 
peace, the expectation of all nations, fhall make his appearance, and 
there the gofpel of peace thall be publifhed. If this Prince of peace 
is not likewife God himfelf, with what propricty can it he faid that 
this latter houfe is more glorious than the former? fince, in the frit, 
the prefence of God was manifeft by the appearance of the cloud ; 
and the viims that were offered there were confumed by fire from 
heaven. ‘ 
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vifton of the horfes and their riders: 


of the former, faith the Lorn of hofts; and in this 
place will I give peace, faith the Lorp of hofts. 

10 4 In the four and twetitieth day of the ninth 
month, in the fecond year of Darius, came the word of 
the Lorp by Hagzyai the prophet, faving, 

14 Thus faith the Lorp of hotts; Aik now the 


‘priefts concerning the law, faying, 


Before 


CHRIST 


520. 


12 If one bear holy flefh in the fkirt of his garment, 
and with his fkirt docouch bread, or pottage, or wine, 
or oil, or any meat, fhall it be holy? And the priefts 
anfwered and faid, No. 

13 Then faid Haggai, If one that is unclean by a dead 
body touch any of thefe, hall ic be unclean? And the 
prietts aniwered and faid, It fhall be unclean. 

14 Then anfwered Haggai, and faid, Sods this peo- 
ple, and fo zs this nation before me, faith the Lorn; 
and fo 7s every work of their hands; and that which 
they offer there 7s ufclean. 

15 And now, I pray you, confider from this day 
and upward, from before a ftone was laid upon a ftone 
in the temple of the Lorp: 

16 Since thofe days were, when ove came toan heap 
of twenty measures, there were but ten : whet one came 
to the prefs-fat for to draw out fifty vefe/s out of the 
prefs, there were but twenty. 


ee SR ee Sa CN TS AY RS NC NAO MT 
23 Jn that day—cuill I take thee, O Zerubbabel, my fervant; &c.] I 
will inveft thee, (namely, the Mefliah) with my power aud authority 
as the head of my church, and judge of the world. 
: Generaxu Rerrecrions on Chap. I. II. 
By the reproof given to the Jews for their neglect in building the 





CHAP. I. 








17 I fmote you with blafting and with mildew and 
with hail in.all the labours of your hands; yet ye turned 
Motto me; faith the Lorn. 

18 Confider now from this day and-upward, from 
the four and twenticth day of the ninth month, even 
from the day that the foundation of the Lor v’s temple 
was laid, confider 7/. <2 

19 Is the feed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the vine 
and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive 
tree Kath not brought forth: from. this day will I 
blefs you. ; 

zo And again the word of the Lorp came unto 
Haggai in the four and twentieth day of the month, 
faying, : 

21 Speak to Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, faying, 
I will fhake the heavens and theearth; 

24 And I willoverthrow the throne of the kingdoms, 
and I will deftroy the ftrength of the kingdoms of the 
heathen: and I will overthrow the chariots, and thofe 
that ride iti them; and the horfes and their riders fhall 
come down, every one by the fword of his brother. 

23 In that day, faith the Lorp of hofts, will I take 
thee, O Zerubbabel, my fervant, the fon of Shealtic}, 
faith the Lorp, ahd will make thee as a fignet: for L 
have chofen thee, faith the Lorp of hofts. 





houfe of God, and paying a greater attention to their own dwell- 
ings, we fee how difpicating to God the rejecting his true worfhip 
and fervice is; and on the other hand, from a_view of the delight 
and complacency which God takes in the divine Redvemer, we fhould 
be led to make him the objet of all our hopes, and the fubject of 
our praifes. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


Zechariah was cotemporary with Haggai: he enforced the building of the temple, and adds a noble prophecy concerning 
the Meffiah, whom he calls The Branch ; and alfo foretells the propagation of the gofpel, the rejection of the unbelievin 
Jews, and the destruction of their city and temple. His ftyle ts rather profaic, but elevated, and remarkably plain. 


eee 


CHAP. I. 
x1 Zechariah exbhorteth to repentance. 
horfes. 12 Comfortable promifes ta Ferufalem. 

wifton of the four horns and the four carpenters. 
IT: the cighth month, in the fecond year of Darius, 


18 The 


came the word of the Lorn unto Zechariah, ‘the 
fon of Berechiah, the fon of Iddo the prophet, 
faying, 
‘ 2 The Lorp hath been fore difpleafed with your fa- 
thers. 

3 Therefore fay thou unto them, Thus faith the Lorp 
of hofts; Turn ye unto me, faith the Lorn of hofts, 
and I will turn unto you, faith the Lorn of hofts. 

4, Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the former 
prophets have cried, faying, Thus faith the Lorp of 
hofts; Turn ye now from your evil ways, and from 
your evil doings: but they did not hear, nor hearken 
unto me, faith the Lorn. 

's Your fathers, where are they? and the prophets, 
do they live for ever ? : 

6 But my words and my ftatutes, which I com- 
manded my fervants the prophets, did they not take 
hold of your fathers ? and they returned and faid, Like 
as the Lorp of hofts thought to undo us, according 
to our ways, and according to our doings, fo hath he 
deale with us. : 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. LIL. 
L xe Bebcld, a mam riding oit a red horfe, &¢.] The man riding 
lon 58. : 


7 His vifton of the 


The vifion of the horns and carpenters. 


C. 
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7 { Upon the four and tweittieth day of theeleventh Before 
month, which zs the month Sebat, in the fecond yearCHRIST 


of Darius, came the word of the Lorp unto Zechariah, 
the fon of Berechiah, the fon of Iddo the prophet, faying, 

8 I faw by night, and behold a man riding upon a 
red horfe, and he ftood among the myrtle trees that 
were in the bottom; and behind him were there red 
horfes, fpeckled, and white. 

g Then faid I, O my lord, what are thefe? And the 
angel that talked with me faid unto me, I will fhew 
thee what thefe Ze. 

to And the man that ftood among the myrtle trees 
anf{wered and faid, Thefe are they whom the Lorp hath 
fent to walk ro and fro through the earth, 

11 And they anfwered the angel of thie Lorp that 
ftoodamong the myrtle trees, and faid, We have walked 
to and fro through the earth, and behold, all the earth 
fitteth ftill, and is at reft. 

12 Y Then the angel of the Lorp anfwered and faid, 
O Lorp of hofts, how Jong wilt thou not have mercy 
on Jerufalem and on the cities of Judah, againft which 
thou haft had indignation thefethreefcore and ten years? 

"13 And the Lorp anfwered the angel that talked 
with me with good words and comfortable words. 

14 So the angel that communed with me faid unto 
me, Cry thou, faying, Thus faith the Lorp of ne 

, : am 


ST 
upon the red horfe (which is an emblem of war and bloodfhed) denotes 


the Son of God, appearing as captain of the armies of God. 
Soa ee ee oe 18 Behold, 


519-. 


The redemption by Zion. ' ZECHARIAH. Chri the Bramch and corner-ftone promifed. 


" Before Tam jealous for Jerufalem and for Zion with a great. 





: CHAP. TIL Before 
1 Under the type of. Fofbua the reftoration of the church. ae 
1g. 


; ee jealoufy- 


15 And Tam very fore difpleafed with the heathen 
that are at eafe: for I was but a little difpleafed, and 

’ they helped forward the affliction. . 

' 16 Therefore thus faith the Lorp; lam returned to 
Jerufalem with mercies: my houfe fhall be built in it, 
faith the Lorp of hofts, and a line fhall be ftretched 
forth upon Jerufalem. 

17 Cry yet, faying, Thus faith the Lorp of bolts; 
My cities through profperity fhall yet be fpread abroad; 
and the Lorp thall yet comfort Zion; and fhall yet 
choofe Jerufalem. 

18 4[ Then lifted I up mine eyes, and faw, and be-~ 
hold four horns. ; 

19 And I faid unto the angel that talked with me, 
What be thefe? And he anfwered me, Thefe are the 
hornswhich have {cattered Judah, Ifrael, and Jerufalem. 

‘20 And the Lorp fhewed me four carpenters. 

2t Then faid I, What come thefe todo? And he 
fpake, faying, Thefe are the horns which have fcattered 

Judah, fo that no man did lift up his head: but thefe 
are come to fray them, to caft outthe horns of the Gen- 
tiles, which lifted up ¢4eir horn over the land of Judah 


to featter it. 
CHAP. HO. 
a God’s care of Ferufalem. 9 The redemption by Zion. 
: 10 The promife of God’s prefence. 
J Lifted up mine eyes again, and looked, and behold 

a man with a meafuring line in his hand. 

2 Then faid I, Whither goeft thou ? And he faid 
unto me, To meafure Jerufalem, to fee what zs the 
breadth thereof, and what rs the length thereof. 

3 And, behold, the angel that talked with me went 
forth, and another angel went out to meet him, 

And faid unto him, Run, fpeak to this young man, 
faying, Jerufalem fhall be inhabited as towns without 
walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein : 

5 For], faith the Lorn, will be unto her a wall of 
fire round about, and will be the glory in the mid& of 
her. 

6 J Ho, ho, come forth, and fice from the land of the 
north, faith the Lorp: for I have fpread you abroad 
as the four winds of the heaven, faith the Lorn. 

7 Deliver thyfelf, O Zion, that dwelleft with the 
daughter of Babylon. 

8 For thus faith the Lor of hofls; After the glory 
hath he fent me unto the nations which fpoiled you: 
for he that toucheth you toucheth the apple of his eye. 

For, behold, I will fhake mine hand upon them, 
and they fhall be a fpoil to their fervants: and ye fhall 
know that the Lorp of hofts hath fent me. 

10 J] Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion : for, Io, 
I come, and I will dwell in the midit of thee, faith the 
Lorp. 

rt And many nations fhall be joined to the Lorp 
an that day, and fhall be my people: and £ will dwell 
in the mid& of thee, and thou fhalt know that the Lorp 
‘of hofts hath fent me unto thee, 

¥2 And the Lorp fhallinherit Judah his portion in 
the holy land, and fhall choofe. Jerufalem again. 

13 Be filent, O all flefh, before the Larp; for he is 
raifed up out of his holy habitation. 





18 Bebold, four orus, &c.] The four horns may fignify the Sama- 
ritans, Arabians, Ammonites, and Philiftines, who principally. oppofed 
the building of the temple, and were to be caft out. 

IL. 5 d, faith the Lord, will be unto ber 2-wall of fire, &e.} Twill 
defend her by my angels, as fo many flames of fire furrounding her, 

1x Many nations foall be joined to the Lerd, &c,J] The church thall 
be enlarged, when, upon the converfion of the Jews, the fullnefs of the 


Gentiles fhall be brought in. 


Gengerat Rerrectreons on Chap, F. Il. 


‘Thefe two. chapters pinely point ont to ug, that the Lord will punith 
alk who oppofe his worfhip and people, which are very dear to 
him,.and which he will poe by his providence, till the know- 
Eee of the glory of thé’Lord covers the earth as the waters.do the 


te 
> 


8 Chrift, the Branch, is foretold. 
A ND he fhewed me Jofhua the high prieft ftand- 
ing before the angel of the Lorp, and ftanding 
at his right hand to refilt him. ; 

2 And the Lorn faid unto Satan, The Lorp rebuke 
thee, O Satan; even the Lorn that hath chofen Jeru- 
falem rebuke thee: 7s not this a’brand plucked ont of 
the fire? ; 

3 Now Jofhua was clothed with filthy garments, and 
ftood before the angel. 

4 And he anfwered and fpake unto thofe that food 
before him, faying, Take away the filthy garments from 
him. And unto him he faid, Behold, I have caufed 
thine iniquity to pafs from thee, and I will clothe thee 
with change of raiment. 

5 And I faid, Let them fet a fair mitre upon his 
head. So they fet a fair mitre upon his head, and 
clothed him with garments.’ And the angel of the 
Lorp ftood by. 

6 FY And the angel of the Lorp protefled unto 


Jofhua, faying, 


7 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts ; If thou wilt walle 
in my ways, and if thou wilt keep my charge, then 
thou fhale alfo judge my honfe, and fhalt alfo kecp 
my courts, and I will give thee places to walk among 
thefe that ftand by. 

8 4 Hear now, O Jofhua the high prieft, thou, and 
thy fellows-that fit before thee : for they are men won- 
dered at: for, behold, I will bring forth my fervant 
the BRANCH. 

9 For behold the ftone that I have laid before Jo- 
fhua ; upon one ftone frail be feven eyes: behold, I will 
engrave the graving thereof, faith the Lorp of holls, 
and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 

10 In that day, faith the Lorn of hofis, fhall ye 
call every man his neighbour under the vine and under 


the fig tree. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 By the golden candleftick is forefhewed the good jucce/s of 
Zerubbabel’s foundation ; 11 by the two olive trees the 
two anointed ones. . 

ND the‘angel that talked with me came again, 
and waked me, as a man that is wakened out of 
his fleep, | ‘ 

2 And faid unto me, What feeft thou ? and I faid, E 
have looked, and behold a eandleftick all of gold, with 
a bowl upon the top of it, and his feven lamps thereon, 
and feven pipes to the feven lamps, which are upon the 
top thereof : 

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right fide 
of the bow], and the other upon the left fide thereof. 

4 So 1 anfwered and fpake te the angel that talked 
with me, faying, What are thefe, my lord? . 

5 Then the angel that talked with me anfwered and 
faid unto me, Knoweft thou not what thefe be? AndI 
faid, No, my lord. 

6 Then he anfwered and fpake unto me, faying, 
This zs the word of the Lorp unto Zerubbabel, faying, 
Not by might, nor by power, but by my fpirit, faith 
the Lorn of hofts. 

7 Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Zerub- 

babel 
rr ree er eee enennverennenenenpaeranems 

COMMENTARY axp NOTES own CHAP. IIL IV. 

JI... 1 He foewed me Fefbia the high pritft, &c.] The angel fhewed 
me Jofhua the high prielt ftanding before the Logos, or Son of God, 
and Satan ftanding zs his accufer, asin Rev. xii. 10. 

FeYfoua was clothed with filthy garments, c.] Denoting the fins 
and pollutions of the people, of whom he was the reprefentative. 

4 Twill chthe thee with change of raiment.] In token of my having 
pardoned thy fins, I will impart to thy confcience the juftifying faith 
and peace of the gofpel. ‘ 

8 My servant the Branch.] The McMiah, who is in the next verfe 
Rtyled a principal ftone. 

IV. 7 Wo art thou, O great mountain] ~"The angel here encourages 
Zerubbabel (Chrift) so Fe. on with his undertaking. affuring him that 
nothing fhould. withftand him in his important wort. ‘ 

: He 





“The vifion of a_ flying roll. 





Before babel tho _/balt become a plain: and he fhall bring forth | 


CARIET the headflone thereof with thoutings, erying Grace, 
3*9*  srace unto it. 
8° Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto me, 
faying, Se 

g Uhe hands of Zerubbabel have laid thé foundation 

of this houfe ; his-hands fhall alfo finifh ic; and thou 
fhalt know that the Lorp of hofts hath fent me unto 

ou. : ; 
; to For who hath defpifed the day of {mall things? 
for they fhall rejoice, and fhall fee the plummet in the 
hand. of Zerubbabel with thofe feven ; they are the 
eyes of the Lorgp, which run to and fro through the 
whole earth. 

it | Then anfwered 1, and faid unto him, What 

' are thefe two olive trees upon the right /de of the can: 
dieftick and. upon the left /de thereof? - 
_ a2 And Lanfwered again, and faid unto him, What 
be thefe two olive branches which through the two 
golden pipes empty the golden o// out of themfelves ? 

13 And he anfwered me and faid, Knoweft thou not 

what thefe de? And I faid, No, my lord. 

14 Then faid he, Thefe are the two anointed ones, 

that ftand by the Lorn of the whole earth. 
CHAP. V. 
2 By the flying roll is foewed the curfe of thieves and of 

Salle fwearers. 5 By a woman prefed in an ephah, and 

carried away to Shinar, is denoted wickednefs, and the 

fudamint of it. . 

Lo I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and 
looked, and behold a flying roll. 

2 And he faid unto me, What feeft thou? And I 
an{wered, I fee a flying roll; the length thereof ‘s twenty 
cubits, and the breadth thereof ten cubits. : 

Then faid he unto me, This is the curfe'that goeth 
forth over the face of the whole carth: for every one 
that fealeth fhall be cut off as on this fide according 
to it; and every one that fweareth fhall be cut off as 
on that fide according to it. : 

4 L will bring it forth, faith the Lorn of hofts, and 
it fhall enter into the houfe of the thief, and into the 
houfe of him that fweareth falfely by my name: and it 
fhall remain in the midft of his houfe, and fhall confume 
it with the timber thereof and the ftones thereof. 

5 9, Fhen the angel that talked with me went forth, 
and faid unto me, Lift up now thine eyes, and fee what 
zs this that gocth forth. 

6 And I faid, What zs it? And he faid, This 7s an 
ephzh that gocth forth. He faid moreover, This ¢s 
their refeniblance through all the earth. 

7 And, behold, there was lifted upa talent of lead: 
and this zs a woman that fittcth in the mid of the 
ephah. : 

8 And he faid, This 7s wickednefs. And he caft it 
into the midf of the ephah; and he caft the weight of 
lead upon the mouth thereof. 

9 Then lifted: 1 up mine eyes, and Jooked, and, be- 
hold, there came out two women, and the wind was in 
their wings; for they had wings like the wings of a 
fiork: and they lifted up the ephah between the-earth 
and the heaven. 

. 40 Then faid Ito the angel that talked with me, 
Whither do thefe bear the cphah ? 





He foall bring forth the headfiene thereof with fboutings, &c.] The 
headitone mytticajly reprefents the Meffiah, who is the fnifhing orna - 
ment and perfection of the church: it alfo implies, that the ialvation 
of mankind is folely to be afcribed to the grace of God in Chrift 

efus. 

Genera, REFLECTIONS on Chap. IIT. IV. 

Thee chapters afford: convincing proofs that God will confound thofe 
who fet themielves againtt his kingdom; and chat he is the proteCtor 
of atl fuch as ferve’him faitnfully ; and will in a particular manner 
defend and blefe thofe; who, being in the magiftracy, or in the’ 
holy miniftry, employ themfclves zealoufly for his glory, and the’ 
public edification. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. Vi. | 


VV. 1 flying roll.) A roll means, a catalogue of the many~ 
abominations committed by the people; and it is called’ « a fying 


‘CHAP. V. VI: 
























- various forms of the Roman 


‘ Branch, (the 


creed 


Chrift’s 









VIL 





church and kingdomtypified: 


_ 11 And he faid unto nie, To build it an houfe in Before 


the land of Shinar: and it fhall be eftablithed, and fet 
there upoa her’ Gwh bafe. | é 
_. CHAP. VE. ; 

4 Lhe vifion of chariots. 9 By Fofbua’s crowns is fhewed 
Chrift tie Branch, and bis church and kingdom. 
ND Turned, and lifted up mine eyes,and looked, 

and, behold, there came four chariots out from 
between two mountains; and the mountairis were 
mountains of Brafs: 

2 Jn the firft chariot were ted horfés; and in the 
fccond chariot black horfes} ; . 

3 And in the third chariot white horfes: and in thé 
fourth chariot ‘grifled and bay horfes. 

4 Then I anfwered and faid unto the angel that 
talked with me, What ave thefe, my lord? 

5 And the angel anfwéred and faid unto me, Thefe 
are the four fpirits of the heavens, which go forth from 
ftanding before ‘the Ldéxp of ‘all the earth. 

6 The black horfes which are therein go forth into 
the north country; and the white go forth after them ; 
and the grifled go forth toward the fouth country. 

7 And the bay went forth, and’ fought to go that 
they might walk to and fro through the earth: and he 
faid, Get you hence, walk to and fro through the earth. 
So they walked to and fro through the earth. 

8 Then cried he upon me, and fpake unto me, fay- 
ing, Behold, thefe that go toward the north country 


- have quieted my fpirit in the north country. | 


9 §| And the word of thé Lorp came unto me, 
faying, ate! 

10 Take of them of the captivity, even of Heldai, of 
Tobijah, and of Jedaiah, which dre come from Baby- 
Jon, and come thou the fame day, and go into the 
houfe of Jofiah the fon of Zephaniah ; 

t1 Then take filver and gold, and make crowns, 
and fet them upon. the head of Jofhua tlie fon of Jofe- 
dech, the high prieft ;. a 

12 And fpeak unto him, faying, Thus fpeaketh the 
Lord of hotts, faying; Behold the man whofe name is 
The BRANCH; and he fhall grow up out of his 
place, and‘he fhall build the temiple of the Lorp: 

13 Even ke fhall build the templé of the Lorp ; and 
he fhall bear the gloty, and fhali fit and rule upon his 
throne ; and he fhall be a prieft upon his throne; and 
the counfel of peace fhall be between them both. 

¥4 And the crowns fhall be to Helem, and to To- 
bijah, and to Jedaiah, and to Hen the fon of Zepha- 
niah, for a memorial in the temple of the Lorp. 

15 And they that are far off fhall come and build in 
the temple of the Lokp, and yé fhall know that the 
Loxp ot hofts hath fent me unto you. And ¢4/s thall 
come to pafs, if ye will dikgéntly obey the voice of the 
Lorp your God. 


CHAP. VI. 


1 Lhe captives enquire of fafting. 4 Zechariah reproves 
their fafting. 8 Sin the caufe of their captivity. 

A ND it came to pafs in the fourth year of king 

Darius, tat the word of the Lorp came unto 

Zechariah in the fourth day of the ninth month, even in 
Chifleu ; ; ; 

2 When they had fent unto the houfe of God She- 

, . _rezer 





roll,” to denote the fpeed wherewith God’s judgments would be 
executed. : ; : , 
6 An ephah, &c.] .From hence to the end of the chapter probably 
implies, firft, thé captivity of the Jews,by the Affyrians and Baby- 
lonians ; and, fecondly, their difperfion jato all countries after their 
rejection of the Melliak, es et 3 . : 
1—3 There’ came four chariots, &c.] ‘The _** four chariots” 
denote the four great empires, namely, the Chaldean, Perfian, Grecian, 
and Roman. ‘The <« red horfes” fignify the bloody cruclties of the 
Babylonians. The « black horfes” the afflifted ftate of the Jews under 


‘the Perfianz. The * white horfes” the vitories of Alexander, and his 


kindnefs to the Jews: and ‘the «* grifled.and bay horfes” denote the 

| government. 

13 The counfel of peace fhall be between them both.] Between the 

; Nietiak) and’ Jehovah. 1 : 

VII. 1 Céiflew.] Part of November, and part of December. 
a : 5 Did 


CHRIST 


519+ 


518. 


The refloration of Ferufalem. 


Before rezer and Regem-melech, and their men, to pray .be- 


CHRIsT 


518 


fore the Lorn, 
3 And to {peak umto the priefis which were in the 


houfe of the Lorp of hofts, and to the prophets, faying, | 


Should I weep in the fifth month, feparating myfelf, 
as ¥ have done thefe fo many years? 

49] Then came the word. of the Lorn of hofts unto 
me, faying, 

& Speak unto all the people of the Jand, and to the 
prietts, faying, When ye fafted and mourned in the 
fifth and feventh month, even. thofe feventy years, did 
ye at all faft unto me, evex to me? ; 

6 And when ye did eat, and when ye did drink, 
did not ye ¢at for yourfelves, and drink for yourfelves ? 

7 Should ye not hear the words which the Lorn hath 
etied by the former prophets, when Jerafalem was in- 
habited and in profperity, and the cities thereof round 
about her, when men inhabited the fouth and the plain? 

8 J Andthe word of the Lorp came unto Zecha- 
riah, faying, : 

9 Thus fpeaketh the Loan of hofts, faying, Execute 
true judgment, and fhew mercy and compaiffions every 
man to his brother: 

10 And opprefs not the widow, nor the fatherlefs, 
the ftranger, nor the poor; and Jet none of you ima- 
gine evil againft his brother in your heart. 

11 Butthey refufed to hearken, and pulled away the 
fhoulder, and ftopped their ears, that they fhould nut 
hear. ' 

12 Yea,-they madetheir hearts as an adamant ftone, 
Jeft they fhould hear the Iaw, and the words which the 
Lorp of hofts hath fent in his fpirit by the former 
prophets: therefore came a great wrath from the Lorp 
of hofts. : 

13 Therefore it is come to pafs, that as he cried, and 


- they wonld not hear; fo they cried, and I would not 


hear, faith the. Lorn of hofts : 

14 But I feattered them with a whirlwind among all 
the nations whom they knew not. Thus the land was 
defolate after them, that no man pafled through nor re- 
turned: for they laid the pleafant land defolate. 

CHA P.- VIII. 
1 Lhe reftoration of Ferufalem. 16 Truth and juftice re- 
quired of them. 18 Enlargement of the church promifed. 
GAIN the word of the Lorp of hofts came ¢o me, 
; faying, / . 

2 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts ; I was jealous. for 
Zion with great jealoufy, and I was jealous for her 
with great fury. ; 

Thus faith the Lorn; I am returned unto Zion, 
and will dwell in the midft of Jerufalem: and Jeru- 
falem fhall be called a city of truth; and the mountain 
Qf the Lorn of hofts the holy mountajn. 

4 Thus faith the Lorn. of hofts; There fhall yet old 
men and old women dwell in the ftreets of Jernfalem, 
and every man with his ftaff in his hand for very age. 

5 And the ftreets of the city fhall be full of boys and 
girls playing in the ftreets thereof. 

6 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts; If it be marvel- 
Jous in the eyes of the remnant of this people in thefe 
days, fhould it alfo be marvellous in mine eyes? faith 
the Lorp of hofts. 

7 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts ; Behold, I will fave 
my people from the eaft sountry, and from the weft 
country ; 


_ ' 8 And I will bring them, and they thall dwell in 


the midft of Jerufalem: and they. thall be my people, 
and I will be their God, in truth and in righteonfnefs. 


: 





5 Did ye at all faft untp me, &c.] Did you fat from religious motives ? 
as not your fafting rather formal, hypocritical, and infincere, as your 
evil practices evidently prove ? : ‘ 


Genera, RErLECTIONS On Chap. V. VI. VIE. 


We perceive from hence, that punifhment follows, even as the fhadow 
the fubftance : the denunciation of God’s judgments fhould therefore 
excite horror in us againft every kind of Wickets 3 for they only 
will be fecure in the evil day, who fear God, truft in him, and live 
uprightly in his fight, 


ZECHARIAH. 


“1 God will defend his church. 





9 § Fhus faith the Lonp of hofts; Let your hands 
be ftrong, ye that hearin thefe days thefe words by the 
mouth of the prophets, which were in the day hat the 
foundation of the houfe of.the Lorn of hofts was laid, 
that the temple might be built. ¢ 

to For before thefe days there was no hire for man, 
nor any hire for beaft; neither 4vas there any peace to 
him that went out or came in becaufe of the affliction: 
for I fet all men every one againft his neighbour. 

tt But now I wi//not be unto the refidue of this peo- 
ple as in the former days, faith the Loxp of hofis. 

12 For the feed /hall be profperous; the vine fhall 
give her fruit, and. the ground fhall give her in- 
creafe, and the heavens fhall give their dew; and E 
will caufe the remnant of this people to poffefs all thefe 
things. . 

13 And it fhall come to pafs, that as ye were a curfe 
among-the heathen, O houfe of Judah, and houfe of 
Ifrael ; fo willl fave you, and ye fhall be a blefling: 
fear not, dat let your hands be ftrong. 

14 For thus faich the Lorn of hoits; As I thought 
to punifh you, when your fathers provoked me to 
wrath, faith the Lonn of hofis; and I repented not : 

15 So again have I thought in thefe days to do welk 
unto Jerufalem and to the houfe of judah: fear ye not. 

16 4 Thefe cre the things that ye thall do; Speak 
ye every man the truth co his neighbour; exccute the 
judgment of truth and peace in your gates: 

17 And let none of you imagine evil in your hearts 
againft his ncighbour; and Jove no falfe oath: for alk 
thefe are things that I hate, faith the Lorp. 

18 9] And the word of the Lorn of hofts came unto 
me, faying, 

19 Thus faith the Lorp of hofts; The faft of the 
fourth month, and the fait of the fifth, and the faft of 
the feventh, and the faft of the tenth, fhall be to the 
houfe of Judah joy and gladnefs, and chearfu fealts 5 
therefore love the truth and p-ace. 

20 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts; I /hall yet come 
to pafs, that there fhall come people, and the inhabi- 
tants of many cities: 

2: And the inhabitants of one céfy fhall go to an- 
other, faying, Let us go fpeedily to pray before the 
Lorn, and to feek the Lorn of hofts: ] will go alfo. 

22 Yea, many people and ftrong nations fhall come 
to feek the Lorp of hofts in Jerufalem, and to pray 
before the Lorn, 

23 Thus faith the Lorn of hofts; In thofe days it 
Joall come to pafs, that ten men fhall take hold out of 
all Janguages of the nations, even fhall take hold of 
the fkirt of him that isa Jew, faying, We will go with 
you: for we have heard ¢4at God zs with you. 

CHAP. IX. 

9 Zion is exhorted to ree 
Joice for the coming of Chrift. 12 God's promifes. 
“pre burden of the word of the Lorp in the land 

of WHadrach, and Damafcus /hall be the reft 
thereof: when the eyes of man, as of all the tribes of 
Ifrael, /ballbe toward the Lorn. 

2 And Hamath alfo fhall border thereby ; Tyrus, 
and Zidon, though it be very wife. 

g And Tyrus did build herfelf a flrong hold, and 
heaped up filver as the duft, and fine gold as the mire 
of the ftreets. 

4 Behold, the Lorp will caft her out, and he will 
{mite her power in the fea : and fhe fhall be devoured 
with fire. 


5 Afhkelon, fhall fee it, and fear; Gaza alfo _/ball fee - 


it, 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VHE. IX. 


VIL. 7 From the eaft country, &c.] From all parts of the world. 
This points to the general reftoration of the Jews from their feveral 
difperfions. 7 

23 Shall take hold of the fairt of him that is a Fee, &C.] The meaning 
is, that the heathen were to apply to the Mefliah (who was a Jew) for 
inftru€tion ; who is one in nature ‘and perfetions with God the Father 
and the Holy Ghoft, and whofe doétrines Icad to unity among all the 
members of his myftical body. : ae 


Truth and juflice required of them. 


Before 


CHRIST 


587 


God's promifes of victory and defence. CHAP. X. XI. 








Before i/, and be very forrowful, and Ekron, for her expec- 
tl tation fhall be afhamed ; and the king hall perifh from 


597 


° 


Gaza, and Afhkelon thall not be inhabited. 
‘6 And a balftard fhall dwell in Afhdod, and I will 
cut of rhe pride of the Philiftines. 


4 And I will cake away his blood out of his mouth, 


and his abominations from between his teeth: but he 
that remaineth, even he, /ea// de for our God, and he 
fhall be as a governor in Judah,and Ekron as a Jebufite. 


8 And 1 will encamp about mine houfe because of 7} 
the army, becaufe of him that paffeth by, and becaufe » 


of him chat returneth: and no oppreffor fhall pafs 
through them any more: for now have I feen with 
mine eyes. 

9 ¥ Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; fhour, O 
dauyhter of Jerufalem: behold, thy King cometh unto 
thee: hevss juft, and having falvation; lowly, and riding 
upon an a and upon a colt the foal of an afs. 

10 And I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim, 
and the horfe from Jcrufalem, and the battle bow thall 
be cut Gif: and he fhall {peak peace unto the heathen : 
and his dominion fall be from fea cucu to fea, and from 
the river ever to the ends of the earth. 

11 As for thee alfo, by the blood of thy covenant 
J have fent forth thy prifoners out of the pit whercin 
zs no water, 


hope: even to day do I declare shat I will render double 
unto thee ; ; 

13 When I have bent, Judah for me, filled the bow 
with Ephraim, and raifed up thy fons, O Zion, againft 
thy fons, O Greece, and made thee as the {word of a 
mighty man. 


14 And the Loro fhall be feen over them, and his |}- 
arrow Shall go forth as the lightning: and the Lord }} 


Gop fhall blow the trumpet, and fhall go with whirl- 
winds of the fouth. : 
15 The Lorn of hofts fhall defend them; and they 
fhali devour, and fubdue with fling ftones; and they 
fhall drink, avd make anoife as through wine; and they 
thal] be filled like bowls, avd as the corners of the altar. 
36 And the Lorn their God fhall fave them in that 
day as the flock of his people: for ‘hey /ball be as the 
ftones of a crown, lifted up as an enfign upon his land. 
17 For how great is his goodneits, and how great is 
his beauty! corn fhall make the young men chearful, 
and new wine the maids. 
CHAP. .X. 
1 God is 19 be fought unto, and nat idols. 3 As be vifited 
- bis flock for fin, fa wiil he faze and reftore them. 

SK ye of the Lorp rain in the time of the latter 
A rain; fethe Lorn fhall make bright clouds, and 
give them fhowers of rain, to every one grafs in the field. 

2 For the idols have fpoken vanity, and the diviners 
have feen a lic, and have told falie dreams; they com- 
fort in vain: therefore they went their way asa flock, 
they were troubled, becaufe here was no fhepherd. 

3 GF Mine anger was kindled againft the ihepherds, 
and I punifhed the goats: for the Lorn of hofts hath 


vifited his flock the houfe of Judah, and hath made- 


them as his goodly horfe in the battle. 

4 Out of him came forth the corner, out of him the 
nail, out of him the battle bow, out of him. every 
oppreffor together. as 


ET 

IX: 9 Rejoice greatly, .O daughter of Zior.| The prophet, in a fud- 
den tranfport, breaks forth into a joyful reprefentation of the coming 
of the Meffiah. 

He is jut, and having falvation, &c.] Or, he is righteoufnefs, and 
the Saviour. : : : 

ry By the blocd of thy cowczant, Sc.], This paflage imports the de- 
Jiverance of mankind from the bondage of tin and Satan, by virtue of 
the covenant fealed with the blood of Chritt. 


Generat Rerruecrio:ns oa Chap. Vill. IX. . 


_ ‘Wre fee here the love of God to his church, whom, after her affli@tion, 


he re-eftablithes, and re-vifits with his favour. And we have alfo 
an aftonithing example of humility in the Redeemer, who for our 
fakes became poor and mean: how much more then ought: we 
No. 58 
. 58. 
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The deftruciion of Ferufalem. 


5 And they fhall be as mighty sev, which tread eee 
down their enemies in the-mire of the ftreets in the bar. ee 
587» 


tle: and they thall fight, becaufe the Loap /s with 
them, and the riders on horfes thal! be confounded. . 

6 And I will ftrengthen the houfe of Judah, and I 
will fave the houfe of Jofeph, and I will bring them 
again to placethem; for ] have mercy upen them: and 
they fall be as though 1 had not caft them off: for I 
am the Lorn their God, and will hear them. 

4 And they of Ephraim fhall be like a mighty av, 
and their heart fhall rejoice as through wine: yea, their 
children fhall fee #4, and be glad; their hears thall re- 
jotce in the Lorp. / 

8 1 will hifs for them, and gather them; for I have 
redeemed them: and they fhall increafe as they have 
increafed . 

g And I will fow them among the people: and they 
fhall remember me in far countrics; and they fhall live 
with their children, and turn again. 

- 10 I will bring them agaim alfo out of the land of 
Egypt, and gather them out of Affyria;. and I will 
bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon; and 
place thai! not be found for them. . 

ri And he fhall pafs through the fea with affliction, 
and fhall {mite the waves in the fea, and all the deeps of 


the river fhall dry up; and the pride of Affyria thall 


12 G Turn you to the ftrong hold, ye prifoners of I be brought down, and the fceptre of Egypt fhall de- 


part away. 
12 And I will ftrengthen them in the Lorp ; and 


‘they fhall walk up and down in his name, faith the 


Loan. ‘ 
CHAP. XI. 
1 Jerufalcm’s defirution. 3 Some cared for, fome rcejecicd. 
10 The flaves broken, 15 A foolife focphera's curfe. 
PEN thy doors, O Lebanon, thar the fire may 
devour thy cedars. 

2 Howl, fir tree; for the cedar is fallen ; becaufe 
the mighty is fpoiled: how], O ye oaks of Bathan; for 
the foreit of the vintage is ome down. 

3 There is a voice of the hov ling of the fhepherds ; 


} for their slory is fpoiled: a voice of the roaring of” 
young lions ; for the pride of Jordan is {poiled. 


: 4 Gf Thus faith the Lorp my God; Feed the flock 
of. the flaughter ; 

5 Whole poffeffors flay them, and hold themfelves. 
wot guilty : and they that fell them fay, Bleffed be the 
‘Lorp; forlamrich: and their own fhepherds pity 
them not. os 

6 For I will no more pity the inhabitants of the 


Jand, faith the Lorn: but, Jo, I will deliver the men - 


every onc into his ncighbour’s hand, and into the hand 

of his king: and they fhall {mite the land, and out of 

their hand I will not deliver ‘hem, : 
7 And I will feed the flock of flaughter, evew you 


' O poor of the flock. And-I took unto me two diaves 5 
- the one I called Beauty, and the other I called Bands ; 
and I fed the flock. 


8 Three thepherds alfo I cut off in one month ; 
and my foul lothed them, and their foul alfo abhorred 
me. : 

9 Then faid'I, Iwill not feed you: that that dieth, 


let it die: and that that is to be cut off, let it be cut 


off; and let the reft eat every one the fiefh of another. 
ro And I took my ftaff, even Beauty, and cut it 
afunder, 


— ee ed = 


guilty finners, who daily need his mercy, to humble ourfelves, that 


-* he may exalt us! 


- COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, X. XI. 
X. .2 For the idols, &c.] Thefe were vagabond Greeks, who pre- 
tended to ‘foretel future events ; but their predictions not being fulfilled, 
‘the exafperated populace rofe upon them, and drove them out of the 
city. - 
oe : The corner, &c.] “ The corner” fignifies the fupport of a build- 
jog, alfo a chief: “ the nail’? denotes any perfon on whom others de- 

pend, as the itrength of a ftate. ; ; 
SOX. 7 And Lawill feed the flock, &c.] The Raff called Beauty points 
out the pleafure God takes in protecting his people in all their diftreffes 5 
and by that called Bands, we are to underftand the union of frae] and 


dah under the gofpel. 
en ee 12 And 


ZECHARIAH. 


that I might break my covenant which [had 
made with all the people. 


“Lhe vidlorious reftoring of Fudah. 


~ Before afunder. 
CHRIST ders 


_ §87- 


The death of Chrift foretold. 


lj Jball be as God, as the angel of the Lorp before them. Before 
i” 9 And it fhall come to pafs in that day, zhat I will eget 





‘ 


11 And it was broken in that day: and fo the poor 
of the flock that waited upon me knew that it was the 
word of the Lorp. 

12 And I faid unto them, If ye think good, give 
me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed 
for my price thirty pieces of filver. 

13 And the Lorn faid unto me, Caft it unto the 
potter: a goodly price that I was prifed at of them. 
And I took the thirty pieces of filver, and caft them to 
the potter in the houfe of the Lorn. 

£4 Then I cut afunder mine other ftaff, even Bands, 
that I might brealk the brotherhood between Judah 


‘and Ifrael. 


15 9 And the Lorn faid unto me, Take unto thee 
yet the inftruments of a foolifh fhepherd. 

16 For, lo, 1 will raife up a thepherd in the land, 
which fhall not vilit thofe that be cut off, neither fhall 
feelk the young one, nor heal that that is broken, nor 
feed that that ftandeth ftill: but he fhall eat the flefh 
of the fat, and tear their claws in pieces. : 

17 Woe to the idoi fheplerd that Icaveth the flock! 
the fword /aall be apon his arm, and upon his right eyc; 
his arm fhall be clean dried up, and his right eye fhal 
be utterly darkened. : : 

.CHA P. XI. 


1 Ferufalem a cup of trembling, and burdenfome fione to 


the confufin of ber adverfaries. 6 The vittorious re- 
froring of Judah. 10 The repentance of Ferufalem. 
HE burden of the word of the Lorn for Ifrael, 
faith the Lorn, which ftre:cheth forth the hea- 
vens, and layeththe foundation of the earth, and form- 


-eth the fpirit of man within him. 


2 Behold, I will make Jernfalem a cup of tremb- 
ling unto all the people round about, when they fhall 
be in the fiege both againft Judah and againft Jerufa- 
lem. : 
3 And in that day. will | make Jerufalem a burden- 
fome ftone for all people: all that burden themfelves 
with it fhall be cut in pieces, though all the people of 
the earth be gathered together againit it. 

4 In that day, faith the Lorn, 1 will fmite every 
horfe with aftonifhment, and his rider wilh madnefs: 
and [ will open mine eyes rpon the houfe of judah, 
and will fmite every horfe of the people with blindnefs. 

5 And the governors ef Judah thall fay in their heart, 
The inhabitants of Jerufalem /ball be my firength in the 
Lorp of hofts their God. 

6 {In that day will I make the governors of Judah 
like an hearth of fire among the wood, and like a torch 


_of firein a fheaf; andthey fhall devour all the people 


round about, on the right hand and on the left: and 
Jerufalem fhall be inhabited again in her own place, 
even in Jerufalem. 

7 The Lorp alfo fhall fave the tents of Judah firft, 
that the glory of the houfe of David and the glory of 
the inhabitants of Jerufalem do not magnify ‘Lem/elves 
againft Judah. 

8 In that day fhall the Lorp defend the inhabitants 
of Jernfalem; and he that is feeble among them at 
that day fhall be as David; and the houfe of David 





12 And I faid unto them, &c.\ This part of the prophecy was lite- 
sally fulfilied when the Jewifh rulers gave Judas thirty pieces of filver, 
_ that he fhould betray our.Saviour. 


Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. X. XI. 


The prophecies contained in thefe chapters were fulfilled, when the 
Meffiah appeared ina tate of weaknefs and hamiliation, was betrayed 
and crucified, and, after his death and refurreétion, eftablithed his 

. kingdom throughout the world. 


“ COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XII. XIN. 


XIUL. 8 As the angel of the Lord. &c.| Angel, or meffenger, is one 

. of tie nites of the Meffiah, to whom this paflage may with propriety 

be applied ; for the divine nature, being united to the human nature of 
Chriit, fiamved an infinite value upon it. 

ro Javill pour, &c.] I will pour a plentiful thare of grace upon 


7 my people, who when converted, fhail with compunétion of heart 


4 


i? feek todeftroy allthe nations that come againit Jeru- is: 
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falem. ’ 

10 Y And I will pour upon the honfe of David, and 
upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, the {pirit of grace 
and of fupplications: and they fhall look upon me 
whom they have pierced, and they fhall mourn for him, 
as one mourneth for Ais only fon, and fhall be in bit~ 
ternefs for him, as one that Js in bitternefs for A/s firtt- 
‘born. . 

11 In that day fhall there be a great mourning in 
Jerufalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 
valley of Megiddon. 

12 And the land fhall mourn, every family apart ; 
the family of the houfe of David apart, and their wives 
apart; the family of the houfe of Nathan apart, and 
their wives apart 5 

13 The family of the houfe of Levi apart, and their 
wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their 
Wives apart ; 

14 All the families that remain, every family apart, 
and their wives apart. 

CHAP. KXIIL. 
i The fountain of purgation for Ferufalem. 7 The death 
of Chrift, and the faving of a third part. 

N that day there fhall be a fountain opened ro the 
L heufe of David and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem 
for fin and for uncleannefs. 

29{ And it fhall come to pafs in that day, faith the 
Lorp of hofts, that I will cut off the names of the idols 
out of the land, and they fhall no more be remembered: 
and alfo I will caufe the prophets and the unclean fpi- 
rit to pafs out of the land. 

3 And it fhall come to pafs, that when any fhall yet 
prophefy, then his father and his mother that begat 
him fhall fay unto him, Thou fhalt not live; for thou 
fpeakeft lies in the name of the Lorn: and his father 
and hismother that begat him fhall thruft him through 
when he prophefieth. 

4 Andit fhallcome to pafs in that day, ¢haz the pro- 
phets fhall be afhamed every one of his vifion, when he 
hath prophefied ; neither fhall they wear a rough gar- 
ment to deceive: | 

5 But he fhall fay, I am no prophet, I am 2n huf- 
bandman ; for man taught me to keepcattle from my 
youth. 

6 And one fhall fay unto him, What are thefe wounds 
in thine hands? Then he fhall anfwer, Tdo/e with which 
I was wounded 77 the houfe of my friends. 

7 GF Awake, O fword, againit my fhepherd, and 
againft the man ¢hat is my fellow, faith the Lorp of 
holts; {mite the fhepherd, and the fheep fhall be {cat- 
tered: and I will turn mine hand upon the little ones. 

8 Andit fhall come to pafs, ¢/at in all the land, faith 
the Lorp, two parts therein fhall be cut off and die ; 
but the third fhall be left therein. 

9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, 
and will refine them as filver is refined, and will try 
them as gold is tried : they fhall call on my name, and 
I will hear them: I will fay, Itzs my people ; and they 
fhall fay, The Lorp is my God. 

: CHAP. 


bewail thofe fins which have crucified their Lord and Saviour. 

XU. 1 Lz that day, &c.} In confequence of Chrift’s active and 
paffive obedience, thofe who believed inhim fhould be wafhed from ail 
their impurities, and have a full pardon for all their fins. ; 

7 Anwake, O feword, &c] The prophet here points at the fufferings 
and death of the Meffiah (called God’s fellow) for the fins of fallen man ;' 
and, in confequence of that event, the difperfion of the firft Chriftians, 
who, though tried by perfecutions, arc encouraged to truftin the Lord, 
who promifes to hear their prayer, and protect them. 


Generar Rerurcrions on Chap, XII. XIII. 


We fee here the nature of genuine repentance, which leads the finner to 


reflect with terror on his guilt, while he looks at the bleeding wounds 
of Chrift who fuffered for him: here are alfo fet before us the pro- 
mifes of God to believers, who will find an almighty helper in God, 
who will guard them here by his watchful providence, and make them 


happy forever. 
ern ee COMMENTARY 


The deftruction of Ferufalem. 


Before CHAP: XIV. . 
Coens The deftruction of Ferufalem. 3 The coming of Chrift, 
nares the graces of bis kingdom, and the reftoration of Feru- 
alem. 
Brow, the day of the Lorp cometh, and thy 
fpoil fhall be divided in the midft of thee. 

2 For I ‘will gather all nations againft Jerufalem to 
battle; and the city fhall be taken, and the houfes 
rifled, and the women ravithed ; and half of the city 
fhall go forth into captivity, and the refidue of the 
people fhall not be cut off from the city. 

3 | Then fhall the Loro go forth, and fight againtt 
thofe nations, as when he fought in the day of battle. 

4 And his feet fhall.ftand in that day upon the 
mount of Olives, which is before Jerufalem on the eaft, 
and the mount of Olives fhall cleave in the midlt 
thereof toward the eaft and toward the weft, and there 
foall be avery great valley ; and half of the mountain 
thall remove toward the north, and half of it toward 
the fouth. : 

5 And ye fhall flee e the valley of the mountains ; 
for the valley of the mountains fhall reach unto Azal ; 
yea, ye fhall flee, like as ye fled from before the earth- 
quake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah: and the 
Lorp my God fhall come, avd all the faints with thee. 

6 And it fhall come to pa(s in that day, that the 
light thall not be clear, zor dark: ‘ 

7 But it fhall be one day which fhall be known to 
the Loxp, not day, nor night: but it fhall come to 
pats, that at evening time it fhall be light. . 

8 And it fhall be in that day, ¢haé living waters fhall 
go out from Jerufalem ; half of them toward the former 
fea, and half of them toward the hinder fea: in fummer 
and in winter fhall it be. 

And the Lorp fhall be king over all the earth: 
in that day fhall there be one Lorp, and his name 
one. 

to All the land fhall be turned as a plain from 
Geba to Rimmon fouth of Jerufalem: and it fhall be 
lifted up, and inhabited in her place, from Benjamin’s 
gate unto the place of the firft gate, unto the corner 
gate, and from the tower of Hananeel unto the king’s 


‘wine-prefies. 
11 And men fhall dwell in it, and there fhall be no 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 


2 I will gather all nations, &c,] _ "This is a prediction of the 
marching of the Roman armies againft Jerufalem, to deftroy the city 
and temple, 

8 Living svaters feall go out, &c.] Supplies of grace fhall be com- 
municated to believers. 


The Lord feall be king, &c.] King and God over the church, 
whofe worfhip fhall be unmixed with idolatry. 





inhabited. 

12 © And this fhall be the plague wherewith the 
Lor» will fmite all the people that have fought againft 
Jerafalem ; Their fleth fhall confume away while they 
ftand upon their feet, and their eyes fhall confume 
away in their holes, and their tongue fhall confume 
away in their mouth, . 

13 And it fhail come to pafsin that day, thata 
great tumult from the Lorp fhall be among them ; 
and they fhall lay hold every one on the hand of his 
neighbour, and his hand {hall rife up againft the hand 
of his neighbour. 

14 And Judah alfo fhall fight at Jerufalem ; and 
the wealth of all the heathen round abour {hall be ga- 
thered together, gold, and filver, and apparel, in great 
abundance. 2 

15 And fo fhall be the plague of the horfe, of the 
mule, of the camel, and of the afs, and of all the beafts 
that fhall be in thefe tents, as this plague. 

_ 16 And it fhall come to pafs, ‘Aat every one that 
is left of all the nations which.came againft Jerufalem 
fhall even go up from year to year to worfhip the King, 
the Lorn of hofts, and to keep the feait of tabernacles. 

17 And it fhall be, that whofo will not come up of 
all the families of the earth unto Jerufalem to worfhip 
the King, the Lorn of hofts, even ipon them fhall be 
no rain. 

18 And if the family of Egypt go not up, and 
come not, that Aave no rain; there fhall be the plague, 
wherewith the Lorp will {mite the heathen that come 
not up to keep the feaft of tabernacles. 

19 This fhall be the punifhment of Egypt and the 
punifhment of all nations that come not up to keep the 
feaft of tabernacles. 

20 FY In that day thall there be upon the bells of the 
horfes, HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD; and the 
pots in the Lorp’s houfe fhall be like the bowls before 
the altar, 

21 Yea, every pot in Jernfalem and in Judah fhall 
be holinefs unto the Lorp of hofis: and all they that 
facrifice fhall come and take of them and feethe therein: 
and in that day there fhall be no more the Canaanite 
in the honfe of the Lorp of hofts., 


er 
. 10 Tn rhat day, &c.] This reprefents the purity and holinefs of 
true Chriftians, when religion takes a proper effect on the heart, and 
appears in the life. 
Generat ReFrrectrions on Chap, XIV. 

This prophecy ought to be underftood in a fpiritual fenfe, and applied 
to that church of which Jefus Chrift is the king and prote€tor ; and 
in which all nations are gathered together to worfhip God in fpirit 
and in truth, 
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THE AR 


Malachi, the laft of the prophets, was cotemporary with Haggat, 


ee 


GUMENT. 
Zechariah, and Nehemiah. He exborts the Fews ta 


reform the diforders, that were committed among them, efpecially in ? 
el worfbip, the coming of Fohn the Baptift, that of Fefus Chrifi, 


repentance. Fe alfo foretells the eftablifoment of the gofp 
the mifery of the wicked, the happine/s of the righteous, 


and the day of judgment. 


eS Se 


CHAP. FI. 
1 Malachi complaineth of I/rael’s ingratitude, 6 and of 
the profane difrefpect /bewn to God’s worfbip. 


Before ' HE burden of the word of the Lorp to Ifrael 
CHRIST | by Malachi. 
397 2 1 have loved you, faith the Lorp. Yet 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I. I. 


ye fay, 


the divine fervice, and to turn to God by unfeigned 


CHAP. XIV. The future holinefs of the church. 


more utter deftruction ; but Jerufalem fhall be fafely Before 
cH 


RIsT 
587. 


Wherein haft thou loved us? Vas not Efau Before 


Jacob’s brother? faith the Lorp: yet Iloved Jacob, CHRIST 


And I hated Efau, and Jaid his mountains and 

his heritage wafte for the dragons in the wildernefs. 
4 Whereas Edom faith, We are impoverifhed, but 
we willreturn and build the defolate places ; thus faith 
the 


A EN 


more than Efau, 
x1 Jn 


1. 2,3 1 boved Facob-and I hated Efau, &c.] 1 loved Jacob 


397- 






aie. the Logp of. hofts, They fhall build. but F will throw: 


"397 


‘down ; and they fhall call them, The border of wick- 
ednefs, and the people againft whom the Lorp-. hath 
indignation for ever. 

5 Abd your eyes fhall fee, and ye fhall fay, The 
Lorp will be magnified from the border of Ifrael. 

6 & A fon honoureth Jis father, anda fervant his maf- 
ter: If then I dea father, where zs mine honour? and 
if J. be a mafter, where is my fear? faith.the Lorp of 
hofts unto you, © priefts, that defpife my name. And 
ye fay, Wiverein have we defpifed thy name? 


7 Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar; and ye’ 
fay, Whercin have we polluted thee? In that we fay, | 


‘The table of the Lorp zs contemptible. 

8 And if ye offer the blind for facrifice, zs i# not evil? 
and if ye offer the lame and fick zs it not evil? offer it 
now unfo thy governor; will he be pleafed with thee, 
or accept thy perfon? faith the Lorn of hofts. 

9 And now, I pray you, befeech God that he will 
be gracious unto us; this hath been by your means: 
will he regard your perfons ? faith the Lorp of hofts. 

10 Who 7s there even among you that would fhut 
the doors for nought ? neither do ye kindle fre on mine 
altar fur nought. Ihave no pleafure in you, faith the 
Lorp of hofts, neither will L accept an offering at your 

’ band. : : 
' ya For from thevrifing of the fun even unto the go- 
ing down of the fame my name /Za/l be great among 
the Gentiles ; and in every place incenfe /hall be offered 
unto my-name, and a pure offering: for my name fall 
ée great among the heathen, faith the Loro of hofts. 

12 But ve have profaned it, in that ye fay, The ta- 
ble of the Lorn is polluted ; and the fruit thereof, even 
his meat is contemptible. 

13 Ye faid alfo, Behold, what a wearinefs is 7#/ and 
ye have fnuffed at it, faith the Lorp of hofts: and ye 
brought that which was torn, and the lame, and the 


fick ; thus ye brought an offering: fhould I accept this 


of your hands? faith the Lorn. 

14 But curfed be the deceiver, which hath in his 
flock a male, and voweth and facrificeth unto the Lorp 
a corrupt thing: for] ama great King, faith the Lorp 
of hofts, and my name 7s dreadful among the heathen. 

CHA P. It... 
1 He reproveth the priefts for negleéting their covenant, 


11 and the people for idolatry, 14 adultery, 17 and 


infidelity. 

ND now, O ye priefts, this commandment zs for 
ou. 

2 If ye will not hear, andif ye will not lay zt to 
heart, to give glory unto my name, faith the Lorp of 
hofts ;-I will even fend a curfe upon you, and I will 
curfe your bleffings: yea, I have curfed them already, 
becaufe ye do not lay it to heart. . 

.3 Behold, I will corrupt your fecd, and fpread dung 
upon your faces, even the dung of your folemn feafts; 
and one fhall take you away with it. ; 

4 And ye fhall know that I have fent this com- 
mandment unto you, that my covenant might be with 
Levi, faith the Loan of hoits. : 

5 My-covenant was with him of life and peace; and 
Ba gave them to him, jor the fear wherewith he feared 
“me; and was afraid before my name. 





11 I evéry place incenfe Jeall be offered unto my name, 8&0.) 
verfe, the prophet defcribes the univerfality of the Meffiah’s kingdom, 
wherein Chriitian facrifices of prayer and thankfgiving fhould be offered 
up to God, through the Redeemer, from every part of the habitable 

lobe. . 
5 Il. 10 Hawe awe not all one father, &c.] The prophet reminds the 
Jews, that they owned one God andi father, therefore they fhould be 
united in. love and fincerity to each other, by a fpiritual as-well as fiethly 
relation. - 
ng -Did not be make one, &c.] Thefe words afford a ftrong argu- 
‘tient again{t polygamy, or a plurality of wives: they imply, that 
-God fought a holy feed: he created one malc, and one female; and 
thus ordained the marriage ftate to continue: therefore the prophet 


qritimates, “* reftrain your fpirit, amd do not defpife the wife of thy. 


youth.” ‘This alfo enforces the propriety of their cleaving to God in 
their affections, who had from the beginning guided and protected them 
__ by bis.providence. cee < 


In this» 





6 The law of truth was in his mouth, and iniquity Before 
“CHRIST 


was not foundin his lips: he wallked with mé in peace 
and equity, and did turn many away from iniquity. 

7 For the pricit’s lips fhould keep knowledge, and 
they fhould feek the law at his mouth: for he is the 
meffenger of the Lorp of hofts. : 

8 But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caufed 
many to itumbe at the law: ychave corrupted the co- 
venant of Levi, faith the Lorp of hofts. 

g Therefore have J alfo made you contemptible and 
bafe before all the people, according as yc have not 
kept my ways, but have been partial in the law. 

1o Have we not all one father? hath not one God 
created us? why do we deal treacheroufly every man 
againft his brother, by profaning the covenant of our 
fathers ? 

11 § Judah hath dealt treacheronfly, and an abomi- 


nation is committed in Ifracl and in Jerufalem: for Jue - 


dah hath profaned the holinefs of the Lorp which he 
loved, and hath married the daughter of a flrange god. 

12 The Lorn will cut off the man that doeth this, 
the mafter and the febholar out of the tabernactes of Ja- 
cob, and him that offereth an offering unto the Lorn 
of hofts. 

12 And this have ye done again, covering the altar 
of the Lorp with tears, with weeping, and with crying 
out, infomuch that he regardeth not the offering any 
more, or receiveth 7# with pood will at your hand. 

14 Q Yet ye fay, Wherefore? Becaufe the Loxrp hath 
been witnefs between thee and the wife of thy youth, 


-againft whom thou haft dealt treacheroufly: yet zs fhe 


thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant. 
ts Aud did not he make one? yet had he the refidue 
of the fpirit. And wherefore one? That he might feek a 
godly feed. Therefore take heed to your fpirit, and let 
none deal treacheroufly againit the wife of his youth. 
16 For the Lorp, the God of Ifrael, faith that he 


hateth putting away: for ove covercth violence with his © 


garment, faith the Lorp of hofts: therefore take heed 
to your fpirit, that ye deal not treacheroufly. 

17 Y Ye have wearied the Lorp with your words. 
Yet ye fay, Wherein have we wearied him? When ye 
fay, Every one that docth evil is pood in the fight of 
the Lorn, and he dclighteth in them; or, Where is 
the God of judgment ? 

CHAP. Il. 

1 Of the meffenger, majefly, and of the grace of Chrift. 7 
Of t be rebellion, 8 facrilege 13 and infidelity of the people. 

2 EHOLD, I will fend my meilcenger, and he fhall 

: prepare the way before me: and the Lorp whom 
ye feek fhall fuddenly come to his temple, even the 

meffenger of the covenant whom ye delight in; be- 
hold, he fhall come, faith the Loro of hofts. ; 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and 
who fhall ftand when he appeareth? tor he zs like a 
refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ fope. 

3 And he fhall fit as a refiner and purifier of filver : 
and he fhall purify the fons of Levi, and purge them as 






' gold and filver, that they may offer unto the Lorn, 


an offering in righteoufnefs. 
4 Then fhall the offering of Judah and Jerufalem be 
pleafant unto the Lorp, as in the days of old, and as 


in former years. 
5nd 





17 Ye have ewearied the Lord, &c.} You have tired his patience by 
your blafphemuus fpecches, charging him with injuftice. 


Generavu Rerrections on Chap. I. II, 
Thefe chapters plainly point out to us Gad’s abhorence of covetoufnels, 
and infincerity ; and alfo recommends firict adherence to the facred 
Jaws of marriage, both with refpeét to the unity and purity of 


that ftate, and from thence alfo the prophet takes occafion to” 


inculcate picty towards God, and a uniform devotednefs.to -his 

fervice. ane 
“-COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. * 
Ill. 1 Behold, I will fend my meffnger, &c.} - This was Jobn the 
Baptift, who was the harbinger of the Meffiah: he came in the fpirit 
and power of Elias, preaching repentance, as a preparative to the recep- 

tion of the gofpel. By the Lord, is meant the Redeemer, paar 
z ° 1G Then 





397+ 


_ The rebellion and infidelity of the people CHAP.IV. Elijahis coming and office. 


j that work wickednefs are fet up; yea, 


they that tempt Before 
God are'even delivered. s P e 


HRIST 
397+ 


Before § And I will come near to you tojudgment; and I 
CHRIST will be a fwift witnefs againft the forcerers, and againft 


397" the adulterers, and againit falfe fwearers, and againft 
thofe that opprefs the hireling in Ais wages, the widow, 
and the fatherlefs, and that turn afide the ftranger from 
dis right, and fear not me, faith the Lorp of hofts. 

6 For I am the Lorn, I change not; therefore ye, 
fons of Jacob, are not confumed. 

97 4 Ever from the days of your fathers ye are gone 
away from mine ordinances, and havenotkeptthem. Re- 
turn untome, and] willreturn unto you, faiththe Lorp 
of hofts. But ye faicl, Wherein fhall we return? | 

8 §[ Will a man rob God? yet ye have robbed me. 
Bur ye fay, Wherein have we robbed thee? in tithes 
and offerings. 

9 Ye are curfed with a curfe: for ye have robbed 
me, even this whole nation. 

fo Bring ye all the tithes into the {torehoufe, that 
there may be meat in mine houfe, and prove me now 
herewith, faith the Lorn of hofts, if I will not open you 
the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blefling, 
that there /bail not be room enough to receive it. . 

11 And I will rebuke the devourer for your fakes, 
and he fhall not deftroy the fruits of your ground : nei- 
ther fhall your vine caft her fruit before the time in 
the field, faith the Lorn of hofts. 

12 And-all nations fhall call you bleffed: for ye fhall 
be a delizhtfome Jand, faith the Lor p of hofts. 

13 | Your words have been ftout againfi me, faith 
the Lorp. ‘Yet ye fay, What have we fpoken /o much 
ayainft chee? 

14 Ye have faid, It zs vain to ferve God: and what 
profit 7s zt that we have kept his ordinance, and that we 
have walked mournfully before the Lorp of hofts? 





6 For I am the Lord, I change not, &c.| Becaufe 1 am the fame to-day 
and for ever, and am true to mv former promifes ; therefore you ftill 
continue a people, and are not confumed, as your iniquities deferve, 

8 Will a man vob God? &c.] As though he had faid, How much fo- 
ever you may think to deceive God, yet as he is a Being of infinite wif- 
dom, who cannot be mocked, he will therefore expofe your fins and 
your hypocrify, notwithftanding all the arts you may make ufe of to 
conceal them from his all-feeing eye. 

16 They that ee &c.] In thofe corrupt times there were many 
who feared God, and converfed together, of his promifes concerning 
the Mefliah, whom they looked for, in prayer. Such pious perfons as 
thefe, who implore the mercy of the Almighty, .will in every age be 
the peculiar objets of his care now, and be fcreened from his wrath 
hereafter, 

LV. 3a For hebold the day cometh that foall burn as an oven, &e.] God 
is defcribed by Mofes as a confuming fire, when he comes to exccute 
his judgments. And this was remarkably verified, when, upon takin, 
the city and temple of Jerufalem by the Roman army under Titus Vef- 
pafian, they were ‘both deitroyed by fuch flames as no induftry could 

uench. 
2 2 But untoyou that fear my name, foall the Sun of righteoufuefs arife, &c.] 
Chrift is the fun of righteoufnefs ; his kindly rays heal all the difeafes of 
the foul; he removes the veil of darknefs from the mind, and enlightens 
the underitandings of men. 

3 And ye foall tread down .the wicked, &c.} The righteous fhall 
triumph inthe deftruction of the ungodly, as conquerors trample upon 
the carcafes of thofe that are flain in battle. The wicked are compar- 

ed to afhes, becaufe the judgment that confumeth them is refembled to 


fire. 

§ Behold, I «will fend you Elijah, &c.] This perfon, here called 
Elijah, was John the Baptift, as is clear from Mar. xvii. 13, &c. When 
Malachi lived, Elias, here intended, was to come. When Chrift lived 
herc, Elias was come, and the Jews had ill-treated him, and Herod had 
beheaded him. He, as the fore-runner of our Lord, foretold Chriit the 
true Meflinh’s manifettation, who indeed was already among them, but 
had not yet difcovered himfelf; on whom he perfuades the Jews to be- 
lieve, and receive his perfon and his law, Luke i. 15, 16, &c. 

Befure the coming of the great, &¢.)  ‘Vhis day was great indeed, yet 
it is not the day of the laft judgment; though the Jews perverfely 
allirm ig ta be fo, in order to evade acknowledging the Meffiah to be 
already come. But this day of the Meffiah was great, on account of 
the great alterations he was to make in worfhip and church-affairs, 


The END of th PROPHETS. 
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15 And now we call the proud happy: yea, they 


AR A a SRE ES ES 


of righteoufnefs arife with healing tn his wings ; and ye 


16 Then they that feared the Lorp fpake ofteri orie 
to another? and the Lonp hearkened and heard it, and 
a book of remembrance was written before him for them 
that feared the Lorn, and that thought upon his name. 
_ 17 And they fhall be mine, faith the Loap of hofts, 
in that day when J make up my jewels; and I will {pare 
theni as a man fpareth his own fon that fervech him. 

_ 18 Then fhall ye return, and difcern between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that ferveth 
God and him that ferveth him not. 

CHAP. Iv. 
1 God’s judgment on the wicked, 2 and bis bLleffing on the 
good 5 He telleth of Elijah’s coming. 

OR beholi, the day cometh that fhall burn as an 

oven ; and all the proud, yea, and all that do .wick- 
edly, fhall be ftubble: and the day that cometh thall 
burn them up, faith the Lorp of hofts, that it fhall leave 
them neither root nor branch. 

2 §f But unto you that fear my name fhall the Sun 


fhall go forth and grow up as calves of the ftall. 

And ye fhall tread down the wicked ; for they 
fhall be afhes under the foies of your feet, in the day 
that I fhall do tis, faith the Lorn of hotts. 

4 Remember ye the law of Mofés my fervant, 
which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Ifrael, 
with the ftatutes and judgments. 

5 J Behold, I will fend you Elijah the prophet be- 
a the coming of the great and dreadful day of the 

ORD. 

6 And he fhall turn the heart of the fathers to the 
children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, 
left | come and finite the earth with a curfe. 





taking down the Mofaic ceremonies, and enlarging the’church; great, 
for the miracles he wrought, and impowered others to perform ; great, 
for the reconciliation between God and man, for the conquering of 
Satan, and cafting him out of his throne; it was moreover great againtt 
the Jews his obftinate enemics—it was a time of vengeance on a people 
whofe fins were fully ripe. 5 5 

6 dud be foall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart 
of the children to teats tees &c.] It will be his office to put an end 
to thofe religious differences which divide neareft relations from one ano- 
ther, and to make them all join in the duties of repentance and reforma- 
tion, and thereby prepare them for the reception of the Meffiah. The 
Holy Spirit by Zecharias, the father of John, declares that he was to 
give knowledge of falvation unto the Lord’s people by the remiffion 
of their fins; to give light to them that fit in darknefsand in the fhadow 
of death; and to guide our feet into the way of peace. Thus was 
Elias to reftore all things, and not by a third appearance, under a 
third temple, as if Judaifm fhould be eftablithed again, with all its 
antient tplendor, rites, and facrifices, under Chrift, before the confum- 
mation of all things; miflakes that have arifen from a mifapplication of 
prophecies to future perfons, and things and times which have long fince 
been accomplifhed. : 

Left I come and faite the carth with a curfe.] Or rather, Left £ 
come and fimite the land of Judea with utter deftruétion. The utter de- 
ftruction of the Jewifli nation is here threatened upon their rejecting 
the preaching of John the Baptift, and refufing to hearken to his 
teftimony concerning the Mefliah that fhovld come after him. Thus 
we fee that the Old ‘leftament concludes in fuch a manner as to point 
out the approaching advent of the glorious Redeemer and Saviour 
of mankind. From this period, the prophetic Spirit ceafed in the 
Jewifh church; nor did any perfons make their appearance, clothed 
with divine power, as formerly, cill Chrift appeared in‘human nature, 
to remove the curfe of the Jaw, and bring in the blefiings of the vofcel 
difpenfation. 7 ae 


Genwerat Rericeriron on Chap. IIE IV. 


We fhould obferve, that what the prophet fays at the end of this book 
of the terrible day of the Lord, which wis to confume the wicked, 
and of the rifing of the Sun of rightcoufnefs ; was fulfilled when 
our blefled Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift came into the world, foon 
after which the Jews were dettroyed by the Romans; but a much 
forer punifhment awaits them that obey nor ihe gofpel of God. 








The INSPIRED WRITERS of the Old Teftament. 








, : 

N [Se fon of Amram and Jochebed, and brother of Aaran and Miriam, was born in Egypt, in the year of the world 2433. 

He was the great lawgiver of the Jews ; and prefently after he was born, was hid in an ak of bulruthes, found by Pharach’s 
daughter, bred up at court, and adopted for her fon. Afterwards, by fpecial commifficn, confirmed by fundry miracles, he brought 
out the children of Ifrael from Epypt, and led them forty years together in the wildernefs ; and having ordered and fettled the common- 
wealth for government both of church and ftate, died on mount Nebo, lcaving the charge to Jofhua. He was the moft antient writer. 

Josnua, the fon of Nun (by the Greeks called Jefus, the fon of Nave), and fuccelfor to Mofes, was of the tribe of Ephraim, and 
was born in the year of the world 2460. He isin (cripture called the fervant of Mofes. He was deputed with Caleb to furvey the 
land of Canaan, and brought back a favourable report of it. He afterwards condu&ed the Iraclites to the pofleffion of that country. 
He died at the age of one hundred and ten years, in the year of the world 2570. 

SAMUEL, the fon of Elkanah and’ Hannah, of the tribe of Levi, and family of Kohath, was a prophet and judge of Ifrael for feve- 
ral years. He officiated in the temple, when very young. Saul and David were fucceflively anointed by him to be kings of Ifracl and 
Judah. He died at the age of ninety eight, about two years before the death of Saul, in the year of the world 2947. 

NaTHAN, an eminent prophet, cotemporary with David, had a great fhare in the confidence of that prince, whom he reproved, by 
means of an ingenious and beautiful ftory, for his complicated crime of adultery and murder. He appointed, by divine authority, the 
fucceffion to Solomon. His country, the time when he began to prophefy, and the time and manner of his death, are unknown. : 

Gap, a prophet, David’s friend, who followed him during his misfortunes while perfecuted by Saul, [He advifed David to erect 
an altar'in the threfhing-floor of Araunah the Jebufite, after the plague infli€ted for David’s fin was ftayed. He wrote a volume of 
David’s life, which is cited in the firit book of Chrow. xxix. 29. The time of his birth or death are not recorded. 

. Ezra, the fon of Seraiah, was fent into Judea by Artaxerxes, with the power and character of governor, where he had the principal 
authority till the arrival‘of Nehemiah. He was very inftrumental in rebuilding the city and temple of Jerufalem; he alfo explained the 
law, and renewed the covenant with the Lord. He is faid to have lived near one hundred and twenty ycars, and to have died in Perfia. 

NeEHEMIABH, the fon of Hachaliah, was born at Babylon during the captivity. He was appeinted by Attaxerxes governor of Ju- 
dea 3 and afterwards obtained leave to go to Jerufalem, to repair its walls and gates. He colleQed many of the facred writings ‘to- 
gether, and made many wife regulations refpeéting divine worlhip, and the morals of the people. Ie returned to Babylon in the year 
3503 3 and afterwards revifited Jerufalem, where he died in peace about the year 358c, having governed the people of Judah for about 
thirty years. . ‘ 

SOL ono: fon of David and Bathfheba, was born in the year of the world 2971. At his requeft, God endued him with an extra- 
ordinary degree of wifdom, to which he added great riches ; fu that he was the wifeft and richelt monarch that ever lived. He builta 
magnificent temple at Jerufalem. Of all his ingenious works, the only ones remaining are, his Proverbs, Ecclefiaftcs, and the Canticles. 
He lived-about fifty-ei eyes reigned forty, and died in the year of the world 3029. His fon Rehoboam fucceeded him. 

Davin, the fon of Jefe, ef the tribe of Judah, and town of Bethlehem, was born in the year of the world 2919, before Chrift 1085. 
He was anointed king over all Ifrael in the year of the world 2957. He was many years fuccefsful over his enemies, and enlarged his 
kingdom by conquefts. But by his criminal condué refpeCling Baththeba and Uriah her hufband, he greatly difpleafed God, and 
fcandalized good men; for which, though God forgave him the fin, he was afterwards feverely punifhed in his family. He died in 
the year of the world 2990, before Chrift 1or4, in the feventy-firft year of his age, after having reigned forty years. 

IsALAH, the fon of Amos, the firft of the four great prophets, and faid to be of the royal family. He began to prophefy at the death 
of Uzziah, and at the beginning of the reign of Jotham, king of Judah, in the year of the world 3246. He continued to prophefy to 
the reign of Manaffeh, in the year of the world 3306. His ftyle is noble, fublime, and florid: he added gravity, force, and vehemence 
to the important evangelical truths he delivered. The above prince caufed him to be put to death, by fawing him afunder. 

Jeremran, the fonof Hilkiah, was of the prieftly race, and a native of Anathoth, in the tribe of Benjamin. Fle began to prophefy 
in the thirteenth year of the reign of Jofiah king of Judah, in the year of the world 3375, and Zephaniah prophefied about the fame time. 
Jeremiah continved to prophely under the reigns of Shallum, Jchoiakim, Jeconiah, and Zedekiah, to the taking of Jerufalem by the 
Chaldeans, in the year of the world 3416. 1s Lamentations are admirably adapted to excite the paffions of tendernefs and pity. It 
is thought that he died two ycars after the taking of the city ({ume affirm by a violent death) in Egypt. Baruch was the difciple and 
amanuenfis of Jeremiah, and is commonly reckoned with that prephet. 7 . : 

EZEKIEL, the fon of Buzi, was a prophet of the houfe of Aaron. He began to prophefy in the year 3409 ; and continued till to- 
wards the end of the reign of Nebuchadnezzar, who died in the year of the world 3442. He was carried captive to Babylon along with 
Jeconiah king of Judah, in the year of the world 3405. He abounds in fine fentences, rich comparifons, and fhews a great Real of 
learning in profane hiftory. : 

DANIEL, the prophet of the Lord, was defcended from the royal family of David, and carried captive to Babylon, when he was yet 
very young, in the fourth year of Jchoiakim, king ot Judah, and the year of the world 3398. He was caft into the den of Hons at the com- 
mand of Darius the Mede, for his adherence to the true religion, and miraculoufly preferved. He prophelied at Babylon to the end of 
the captivity, and perhaps longer thanthat. Fis ftyle is clear and concife, and his narrations and de(criptions fimple and natural. He 
was highly favoured of God and honoured of men. eee , 

Hosea, the fon of Beeri, the firft of the leffer prophets. He prophefied under Uzziah king of Judah, who began to reign in the year 
of the world 3r94.3 and under Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and under Jeroboam II. king of Ifrael, and his fucceffurs, 
to the deftruction of Samaria, which happened in the year of the world 3283. He inveighs ftrongly againlt the diforders which prevailed 
in the kingdom of the ten tribes. : 

Jorn, the fon of Pethuel, of the tribe of Reuben, and city of Bethoron. Tle prophefied under Jofiah, and was cotemporary with Jere- 
‘miah and Zephaniah. His ftyleis figurative, {trong, and expreffive. , ; 

Amos, the prophet, had in his youth been a herdiman in Tekoa, a fmall town about four leagues fouth of Jerufalem. He began to 
prophefy in the twenty-third year of Uzziah, and about fix years before the death of Jeroboam IT. king of Ifracl, which happened in the 
year of the world 3220. The timeand manner of his death are not known. 

Oxsanp1an, the prophet, is believed to be the fame with the governor of Ahab’s houfe, who hid the prophets whom Jezebel would 
have deftroyed. His prophecy, which is contained in one chapter, is partly an invective againft the cruelty of the Edomites, who mocked 
and derided the children of [frael as they paffed into captivity and afterwards oppreifed them. He lived in Judea after the taking of 
Jerufalem, which happened in 3414, and before the delolation of Idumza, which happened in 3410. 

Jonan, the fon of Amittai, was a Galilean, and 2 native of Gath-hepher. He lived in the kingdom of Tfrael under the kings 
Joath and Jeroboam IT. about the fame time with Hofes, Lfaiah, and Amvus. Jeroboam II. died in the year of the world 3220. 
Epiphanius relates, that he died at Tyre, and was buried in the Cave of Cenezaus judge of Lfrael. | ; 

Micau, the Morafthite, or of Morefa, near the city Eleutheroplis, propheficd under Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, for about fifty years. Jotham began to reign in 3245, and Hezekiah died in 3306. Micah was cotemporary with Ilaiah, 
but began later to prophefy. He denounces terrible judgments againft the Jews for their apoftacy ; but Speaks alfo cf the reign of the 
Meffiah, and the eftablifhment of his kingdom. 

Nauoum, a native of Elkofhai, a little village of Galilec, appeared in Judah under the reign of Hezekiah, and after the expedition 
of Sennacherib, that is, after the year 3291. e foretold, in the moft lively and pathetic manner, the deftru@tion of Nineveh ; and 

his prophecy was verified in the fiege of that city by Aftyages, in the year of the world 3378. His {tyle is very bold and figurative. 
The time of his death is not known. : . =) 

Hasakkuk, the prophet, lived in Judea, at the beginning of the reign of Jechoiakim, about the year 3394, and before the coming 
of Nebuchadnezzar into the country in 3398. His third chapter is a fong or prayer to God, whofe majefty the prophet defcribes with 
the utmoft grandeur and fublimity of expreition. : x 

ZEPHANIAH appeared at the beginning of the reign of Jofiah, and before the twenty-eighth year of this prince, which is in the year 
ofthe world 3381; and even before the taking of Nineveh, which happened in 3378. After the taking of Jerufalem by the Chaldeans, 
Seraiah and Zephaniah were taken and fent to Nebuchadnezzar, who was then at Riblah, and who caufed them to be put to death, in 
the year of the world 34.16. 

AGGAI was born, in all probability, at Babylon, in the year of the world 3457, from whence he returned with Zerubbabel. He 
returned from the capt:vity in 3468, cnd prophefied in the fecoud year of Darius fon of Hy‘tafpes, which was the year of the world 

3484. Nothing certain is known of the death of this prophet. 


£ ZECHARIAH, 


Connettion of the Old and New Teftaments. 


RL renee 
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He began to prophefy in the fecond year of the reign of Darius, 


ZECHARIAH was the fon of Barachiah, and grandfon of Iddo. 
fon of Hyftafpes, in the year of the world 3484, two months after Haggai entered on his prophetic office. Among many other remark- 


able events, he defcribes the fiege of Jerufalem by the Romans ; he foretels the great extent of the Chriftian church, the converfion of 
the Gentiles, the perfecutions raifed againft the faithful, and the punifhment that God infli&s upon thofe perfecutors. 

Matacut is the laft of the twelve leffer prophets. It is affirmed by fome, that the name of Malachi was given him becaufe of his 
angelic mildnefs, and_becaufe an angel ufed to appear vifibly to the people, after the prophet had fpoken to them, to confirm what he 
faid. If he was the fame as Ezra, as is very probable, he may have prophefied under Nehemiah, who returned into Judea in 3550. 


He died very young, it is faid, and was buried near the burial-place of his anceftors. 

eee eee 

A Continuation of the HISTORY of the JEWS from the BABYLONISH 
CAPTIVITY, to the BIRTH of CHRIST, 


Forming the Conneétion of Events between the OLp and New Testaments. 
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A FTER the death of Nehemiah (Ant. C. 408.) who was the laft governor that the kings of Perfia fent into Jerufalem, the admi- 
A niftration of all public affairs was committed to the high-prieft. “The firft of thefe was Johanan, who flew his brother Jofhua, 
who had been appointed to that office by Bagofes, governor of Syria, in the inner temple; for which aét the pricfts were feverely fined. 

Next to Johanan fucceeded Jaddua, who in folemn pomp met Alexander the Great, who gave him a favourable reception; and 
was told by the high-prieft, that God would be his guide in his expedition, and give him the empire of the Perfians; and when the 


‘king left Jerufalem, he granted the Jews a free tolcration of their laws and religion. * 
he year before Chrilt 408, Simon fucceeded Onias in the high-priefthood: he was, from the holinefs of his life, ftyled Simon the 


Intl 
Juft. Hecontinued nine years in his office, and is faid to have completed the canon of the Old Teftament. 
Eleazar fucceeded his brother Simon in the pontificate, in the reign of Ptolemy Philadelphus, who ordered this high-pricft to procure 


him a tranflation of the book of the Jewifh law, from the Hebrew into the Greek tongue; which he accordingly procured by the joint 
labours of the LXX or LXXII tranflators that were employed in this work, now called the Septuagint. 

QOnias fucceeded his uncle Eleazar in the pontificate: he was the fon of Simon the Juft, but the very reverfe of his father, being a 
weak and inconfiderate man. He was fummoned to Alexandria ; but Jofeph, his nephew, offering to go in kis ftead, found means to 
pacify the king, and by his prudent management paid his uncle’s arrears, and continued in the office of farmer and receiver-generat 
of the king’s revenues for the fpace of twenty-two years. ~ 

On the death of Prolemy Euergetes, his fon Philopater furcceeded ; who having defcated Antiochus the Great, refolved to vifit the 
city of Jerufalem, which he had recovered. He then viewed the temple, and was for going into the Holy of Holies, but was oppofed 
by the pricfts and Levites, who however-werc not able to prevent his entering into the inner court; which when he had done, he was 
feized with a fudden terror ard confternation of mind, fo that he'was carried out of the place half dead. This however did not hinder 
him from cruelly perfecuting the Jews, degrading them from thcir rights and privileges, and branding with a mark of infamy thofe 
who would not join in his idolatrous worfhip. He afterwards attempted to extirpate the whole Jewifh nation, by caufing them to be 
affembled in the Hippodrome (a large racing-courfe without the city), in order to have them deftrcyed by his cleplanes: bnt, on the 
third day, when thefe creatures were let loofe, inftead of falling upon the Jews, they turned all their rage againit thofe who came to 
fee the fhew, and deftroyed'great numbers of them. This wonderful interpofition of Providence fo terrified the king, . that he releafed 
the Jews, reftored them to their former privileges, and even permitted them to put to death fuch as had apoftatized from their religion. 

Hyrcanus, the ion of Jofeph, having fupplanted his father, was made collector of the royal revenues in the country beyond Sohiah 3 
but his behaviour fo his father having incenfed the generality of the people and priefts againft him, they fided with his brothers, and 
obliged him to retire from’ Jerufalem ; and, being afterwards threatened by Antiochus Epiphanes to be punithed according to his deferts, 
he fell upon his fword, and flew himfelf. ah 5s 

When Antiochus Epiphanes afcended the throne, he became a terrible enemy and perfecutor of the Jews ; and depofed Onias, a man 
of fingular piety and goodnefs, from the priefthood, which he fold to his brother Jafon for three hundred and fixty talents; but he alfo 
was depofed in his turn by his brother Menelaus, who had offered three hundred talents more ; but being fummoned before the king at 
Antioch for non-payment ofthe money, he fold the veffels out of the tempie for that purpofe, and alfo bribed Andronicus to murder his 
brother Onias, that he might not obftruct his ambitious detigns. a 

After thefe tranfadtions, Jafon, fuppofing Antiochus to be dead, marched to Jerufalem with athoufand men, thinking to recover his 
Ration there, and committed great cruclties on the inhabitants ; which Antiochus being informed of, marched thither from Egypt, took 
the city by ftorm, flew forty thoufand perfons, and took as many captives. But, not content with this, he entered the temple, which he 
polluted with the moft fhocking indignities, and afterwards cruelly perfecuted the Jews, of whom he maffacred prodigious multitudes 3 
and among many cthers, put to the moft cruel deaths the heroic Eleazar, Solomona his wifc, and their feven fons, who defying his 
threats, unanimoufly adhered to their obedience to the divine law. . 

While this perfeciition raged at Jerufalem, Mattathias, with his'five fons, John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, and Jonathan, took up arms 
in defence of thcir rcligion and country, and colleéted together a body of Jews, who pulled down the heathen altars, and deftroyed many 
of the perfecutors. Mattathias, after aéting bravely in defence of his nation, died at the age of forty~fix years, and was fucceeded by 
his fon Judas, furnamed Maccabeus, who by his valiant exploits, refcued the true worfhippers of God from the hands of their op- 
preffors, and defeated the armies of Antiochus in feveral engagements, deftroying many thoufands of the enemy, and at length re-~ 
covered the city and temple of Jerufalem, and reftored the worthip of God in that place. This was about the year 408 before-Chrift.. 
About the fame time Antiochus, that perfecuting tyrant, met with a repulfe in his attempt on the city of Elymais, and returned to 
Ecbatana in Media with fhame and confufion, where hearing the Jews had re-eftablifhed their worthip at Jerufalem, he threatened to 
deftroy the wholc nation; but the vengeance of God now overtook him, for he was fmitten with a grievous ee ‘difeafe in his 
bowels attended with a loathfome ulcer, and racked in his mind with the moft excruciating ftings of confcience, in which miferable 


condition having languifhed for fome time, he gave up the ghoft, after having reigned eleven years. ‘ : ; 
It will not be improper, in this place, to give fome account of the Jewifh Sanhedrim, or Great National Council: The room in 


which this great counci] met was a rotunda, half of which was built without the temple, and half within. The Nafi, or prince of 


the council, fat upon a throne elevated above the reft, at the upper end of the room, having his deputy on his right hand, and his fub- 
The fenators were ranged in order on each fide; and the fecretaries, who were to record the matters that came 


deputy on his left. ‘ 1 
before them, were three; whereof one wrote the fentences of thofe that were abfdlved, the other had the condemnations -under his 
care, and the third entered into their books the feveral pleadings of all contending parties. “This-high court-of judicature was velted 
with exceflive power, which extended even to the king himfelf. All private controverfies of difficult difcuffion, all matters rélating 
to religion, and all important affairs of ftate were fubmitted to the determination of this auguft affembly, from whofe fentence no ap- 
peal could be made, becaufe a demurring to the jurifdi€tion of the court was punifhed by death, while the power of life and death 
was in their hands. But to return: 

After the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, (Ant. C. 163.) Judas Maccabzeus and his brother Jonathan, who then governed the 
Jewith nation, hearing of the confederacy that was engaged in by the neighbouring nations te extirpate the whole race of Ifrael, 
marched againft the enemies of the Jews, and defeated them in feveral pao in which many thoufands were flain. Judas was 


afterwards befieged in Jerufalem, but found means to make peace with the befiegers. : ; 
‘Some time after this, Menelaus the high-prieft, who had offered his fervice to Antiochus againft his own people, falling under the : 


difpleafure of Lyfias, and being accufed and condemned as the author and fomenter of the Jewith war, was fertenced to be calt head- 
long into a tower of athes * at Berrhza, a town in Syria, and the office of high-prieft was conferred by Antiochus upon one fein 
i ; ; who 


* This was one of the punifhments of the Perfians, whereby great criminals among them were put to death. The manner of it is defcribed, in the 
xiiith chapter of the fecond book of the Maccabees, to be this: An high tower was filled a great way up with, afhes 3 the criminal being caft head- 
Jong down from the top into them, there had the afhes, by a wheel, continually fticred up, and raifed about him, till he was {uffocated and died, 

\ 


\ 








Connection of the Old and New Tefiaments, €c. 3 








who was as wicked as his predeceffor; and joined the Syrians againft Judas Maccabzus and his party, who would not acknowlalge 
him as high-prieft, becaufe he had apoftatized. Judas, however, found means to expel this traitor from the country,‘and alf@ deflroyed 
Nicanor and his whole army of thirty thoufand men, which had been fent againft the Jews; but Judas having afterwards made a league 
with the Romans, Demetrius fent a powerful army againft him, usder Bautridesand Alcimus; by which he was defeated and flain; 
foon after this, Alcimus was fmitten with a palfy, and died fuddenly. 

After the death of Judas, Jonathan his brother affumed the command, and was alfo conftituted high-pricft of the Jews: he entered 
into a league with Alexander againit Demetrius, who was flain in battle foon afterwards by the army of Alexander, who thereupon 
became mafter of the whole Syrian empire; but Alexander engaging in a plot againft his father-in-law Pwlemy Philometer, he was 
vanquifhed and flain, and Demetrius was placed on the throne of his anceftors. But Tryhon, governor of Antioch, being difgufted 

, at the tyranny and ill conduét of Demetrius, took up arms, and overcame that monarch, and alfo murdered Jonathan and his two 
fons; after which, Simon fucceeded his brother in the command, which he did not long retain, being bafely murdered, and two of 
his fons, by Ptolemy, his fon-in-law ; and Hyrcanus, the third fon of Simon, was made high-pricft. He enlarged his territories, de- 
ftroyed the temple on mount Gerizim, and took Samaria itfelf He was a mortal enemy to the whole fed of the Pharifces. He 
adminiftered the Jewith affairs for the fpace of twenty-nine years, and left the high-prielthood and fovercignty to Judas Ariftobulus, 
who took upon him the title of a king, but was a man of a bloody and fufpicious difpofition: he ftarved his mother to death, and 
imprifoned all his brothers, one of whom he caufed to be affaffinated. But thefe atrocious crimes fo difturbed his confcience, as to 
throw -him into a fit of ilinefs, which occafioned his death, after a reign of one year, and was firccceded in the fovergignty and pontificate 
by his brother Alexander Jannzus. . ; 

Alexander, having fettled his affairs at home, made war with the people of Piolemais, Gaza, &c. He afterwards marched apainft 
Ptolemy, who defeated his army, and cut off thirty thoufand of his men; then made an alliance with Cleopatra queen of egypt, 
befieged Gaza, and put the inhabitants to the fword: but returning to Jerufalem, was there infulted and hated by his own fubjects, 
who rebelled againft him, After this, Demetrius came into Judea with a great army, and defeated Alexander, who fled to the moun- 
tains; but afterwards became victorious over the rebel Jews, cight hundred of whom he crucified, and caufed their wives and children 
to be flain before their faces, as they hung upon the croffes, while he himfelf was feafting with his wives and concubines. Thefe favage 
and unheard-of cruelties greatly exafperated fome of his own party againft him. He foon after died, and was fuccecded in the ad- 
miniftration by his queeh Alexandra, but the Pharifecs bore the greatelt fway in the government. This,was about the year before 
Chrift 30. : 

wm Aleotia being declared quecn,.made Hyrcanus high-prieft, who was foon after fupplanted by Ariftobulus, whom the former de- 

feated in battle. TThe two brothers having appealed to Pompey, he decided in favour of Hyrcanus ; whereupon Ariftobulus took up 
_ - arms againt Pompey, whoconquered Jerufalem, and reftored Hyrcanus, who was afterwards confirmed in the prieithood by Gabinius 

..« the Roman governor in Syria, and afterwards in the government of Judea by Julius Cafar. About this time, Herod was made go- 

vernor of the country about Galilce by Antipater, procurator of Judea, who was afterwards poifoned by Malicus. 

Phafael and Herod then ufurping the government from Hyrcanus, the Jews in a body applied to Anthony againft them, but were 
rejected. After which, Antigonus, the fon of Ariftobulus, by the alliftance of the Parthians, gained the kingdom of Judea; but had 
not long enjoyed it, when Herod repairing to Rome, by means of Anthony and Augultus obiained from the fenate a grant of thety 
kingdom ; but being oppoféd hercin by Antigonus, Herod befieged Jerufalem, took his rival prifoner, and prevailed with Anthony to 
have him pur to death, a ee ; ; 

Herod having now got full poffeffion of the kingdom of Judea (Ant. C. 26.) revenged himfelf of his enemies, made his wife 

+ Mariamne’s brother, Ariftobulus, high-prieft, and got Hyrcanus into his power, whom he afterwards executed. After which, grow- 
ing jealous of Ariftobulus the high-pricft, he caufed him to be drowned, confined Alexandra, and put his uncle Jofeph to death: 
Ofddvianus afterwards confirmed him in the kingdom of Judea; but met with great family uncafinelfes, and put his wile Mariamne, 
three of her fons, and her mother, to death. : 

“Thus have we carried on the Jewith hiftory from the Babylonifh captivity to the birth of Chrift, when the temple of Janus was fhut 
at Rome. It was cuftomary, in times of war, to have the gates laid open, but fhut is the time of peace ; and it was now the fixth time, 
fince the building of that city, that the gates of this temple had been fhut. The firft time, was in the reign of Numa ; the fecond, after 
theend of the Punic war; the third, after Auguftus’s vitory over Anthony and Cleopatra ; the fourth, upon his return from the Canta- 
brian war in Spain ; and the fifth, at this time, in the twenty-fixth ycar of his reign, and in the thirty-third of Herod’s, when a general’ 

eace (which lafted for twelve years) prevailed over the world, and was a prelude for ufhering in the Prince of peace, even Chrift our 
Lord, who, according to the common computation, was born in the four thoufandth year of the creation of the world. 























The INSPIRED WRITERS of the NEW TESTAMENT. ; 
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T. Marruew, the Evangclift, called alfo Levi, was of Jewifh extraction, and the fon of Alpheus and Mary. His occupation, 
when our Lord chofe him for one of his difciples, was that of a. publican, or gatherer of the Roman taxes levied on the Jews. 
He wrote the Gofpel which bears his name, particularly for the ufe of the converted Jews. He died about the 7oth year of Chrift. 
* St. Mark, the Evangelift, was alfo born of Jewith parents, of the tribe of Levi. He is fuppofed to have been a difciple and 
convert: of St. Peter, who’ calls him his fon, and is faid to have di€tated the Gofpel to Mark, which goes by his name. His mar- 
tyrdom is placed about the end of the cmperor Nero’s reign. ; : eit . 

St. Luke, the Evangelift, ftyled the beloved phyfician, accompanied St. Paul in his travels, and was his fellow-labourer. He 
dedicated his Gofpel to ‘Theophilus, an eminent perfon in the church: He wrote likewife the Aats of the Apoftles, comprifing an 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of the firft and pureft churches. Thetime, manner, and place of his death, are uncertain. 

St. Joun, the Evangelift, ftyled the beloved difciple, was the brother of James the Great, and fon of Zebedee and Salome. He 
was a zealous defender of the perfon of Chrift, in his divine and human nature.  Befides his Gofpel, he wrote three Epiftles, and 
the book of Revelation. He is faid to have dicd in the [fle of Patmos, 68 years after Chrifl. 

St. PauL, miraculoufly converted from a furious perfecutor to an eminent apoitle, abundant in labours and fufferings for Chrilt, 
was born at Tarfus, in Cilicia. He wrote Epiftles to the Roman, Corinthian, Galatian, Ephefian, Philippian, and Coloflian churches, 
and two to the Theffalonian converts. He alfo wrote two Epillles to Timothy, one to Titus, one to Philemon, and it is generally 
thought that‘to the Hebrews: He fuffered martyrdom under the emperor Nero. ‘ : : 

St. JAMES the Lefs, called in {cripture the fon of Alpheus and Mary, the brother of Jude, Jofes, Simon, and of our Lord, 

 avrote one practical’ Epiftle to all the difperfed Chriftian Jews. He is fuppofed to have Suffered martyrdum from the Scribes and Pha- 
-tifees at Jerufalem, in the g6th year of his age, A. ID. 60, after having been, 30 years bifhop of Jerufalem. 
-' St. Peter, or Simon Peter, the Apoftle, was the fon of Jonah, a fifherman. He was 2 very zealous difcipic, but too felf-confi- 
dent, as his difgraceful fall tettified. He wrote two excellent Epittles to the difperfed Jewilh churches, confirming them in the faith, 
and encouraging them to con{tancy under the fharpeft trials. He fuffered martyrdom under Nero, about the year-65. 

St. Jupe, the Apoftle, alfo called Thaddeus, and Lebbzeus, was brother to James the Lefs, and fon of CleopRas and Mary. He 
wrote a very earneft Epiftle, tending to fortify the Chriftian Jews againft the errors and corruptions of feducers, and to enforce an 


adherence to the plainnefs and fimplicity of the Gofpel. He is thought to have outlived the reign of Nero, and the deftruction of 
Jerufalem. . : of 
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N. B. Our Numerous SUBSCRIBERS and their FRIENDS are requcfted to obferve, that Tur APOCRYPHA, 
‘belonging to this Work, with the neceflary Commentary, Nores and PracricaL Rev_ections, will commence 
immediately after the New Tefament ; and that the Whole Work (confifting of the OLD and NEW TESTA-+ 
MENTS at Large, together with the APOCRYPHA Complete) will be comprifed in only Eicury Numuers, 
or the OVERPLUS given GRATIS, agreeable to our Promife made in the Propofals. : 
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APOCRYPHA. 








.- The Firft Book: of ESDRAS. 





THE ARGUMENT. 


The Apocryphal books were not antiently received by general confent, nor read ‘and expounded publicly in the church; nor are they 
at prefent admitted to prove any point of doGrine, except where they coincide wrth the other fertptures. The term “ Apocrypha” 
is Greek, and fignifies Jomething fecret, or little known. Moft of thee bobks are acknowledged as canonical by the church of 
Rome, and all of them by the"Greck church; but it is well known, that both thefé churches have been fo much debafed by human 
inventions, that no regard ought to be paid to what they diate. 


Such parts of them to be publicly rea 
Looks written by divine in/piration. With refpedl to the fir 
that deferve the notice of a pious fearcher after truth, oe t 


as are confiftent with the 


Protefiants, in tmitation of the primitive Chriftians, order 
facred feriptures, but do not impofe them upon the people as 


book of Efdras, (or Ezra) though there are feveral things in it 
ey ought to be read with je RIN care and circum/pection. 





CHAP. I. 
Before ND Jofias held the feaft of the paffover in Jerufalem 
CHRIST unto his Lord, and offered the paffover the fourteenth 
623. day of the firft month; 


2 Having fet the priefts according to their daily courfes, 
being arrayed in long garments, in the temple of the Lord. 

3 And he fpake unto the Levites, the holy minifters of 
Ifrael, that they fhould hallow themfelves unto the Lord, to 
fet the holy ark of the Lord in the houfe that king Solomon 
the fon of David had built : 

4 And faid, Ye thall no more bear the ark upon your 
fhoulders: now therefore ferve the Lord your God, and mi- 
nifter unto his people Ifrael, and prepare you after your fa- 
milies and kindreds? 

5 According as David the king of Ifrael prefcribed, and 
according to the magnificence of Solomon his fon: and ftand- 
ing in the temple according to the feveral dignity of the fami- 
lies of you the Levites, who minifter in the prefence of your 
brethren the children of Ifrael, 

6 Offer the paffover in order, and make ready the facrifices 
for your brethren, and keep the paffover according to the 
commandment of the Lord, which was given unto Mofes.’ 

7 And unto the people that was found there Jofias gave 
thirty thoufand lambs and kids, and three thoufand calves : 
thefe thin oF were given of the, king s allowance, according as 
he promifed, to the people, to the priefts, and to the Levites. 

8 And Helkias, Zecharias, ands yelus, the governors of the 
temple, gave to the priefts for the paligeer two thoufand and 
fix hundred fheep, and three hundred calves. 

g And Jeconias, and. Samaias, and Nathanael his brother, 
and Affabias, and Ochiel, and Joram, captains over thou- 
fands, gave to the Levites for the paffover five thoufand fheep, 

and feven hundred calves. 

1o And when thefe ne were done, the ‘priefts and Le- 
vites, having the unleavened bread, ftood in very comey order 

- according to the kindreds, 

rx And according to the feveral dignities of the fathers, . 
before the people, to offer to the Lord, as it is written in the 
book of Mofes: and thus did they in the morning. 

12 And they roafted the paffover with fire, as appertaineth: 
as for the facrifices, they fod them in brafs pots and pans with 
a good favour, 

13 And fet them before all the people; and afterward they 
prepared for themfelves, and the priefts their brethren, the 
fons of Aaron. 

14 For the priefts offered the fat until night : and the Le- 
vites prepared for themfelves, and the priefts their brethren, 
the fons of Aaron. 

15 The holy fingers alfo, the fons of Afaph, were in their 
order, according to the appointment of David, to wit, Afaph, 
Zacharias, and Jeduthun, who was of the king’s retinue. 

16 Moreover the porters were at every gate; it was not 
lawful for any to go from his ordinary fervice: for their bre- 
thren the Levites prepared for them. 

17 Thus were the things that belonged to the facrifices of 
the Lord accomplifhed in that day, that they might hold the 
paffover, 

18 And offer facrifices upon the altar of the Lord, accord- 
ing to the commandment of king Jofias. 

« 
ee 
“COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP.T 

1 Fofias held the feof, &c.] See2 oes xxiii, zi. 2 Chron. 

XXKVe Te 
No. 74, 


19 So the children of Ifrael which were prefent held the pe. 
paffever at that time, and the fea{t of fweet bread feven days. crurist 

20 And fuch a paffover was not kept in Ifrael fince the 623. 
time of the prophet Samuel.- 

21 Yea, all the kings of Ifrgel held not fuch a paffover as 
Jofias, ‘and the priefts, and the Levites, and the Jews, held 
with all Ifrael shes were found dwelling at Jerufalem, 

22 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Jofias was this 
paffover kepr. 

23 And the works of Jofias were upright E before his Lord 
with an heart full of godlinefs. 

24. As for the things that came to pafs in his time, they 
were written in former times, concerning thofe that finned, 
and did wickedly againft the Lord above all people and king- 
doms, and now they grieved him exceedingly, fo that the- 
ae of the Lord rofe up againft Ifrael. 

q Now after all thefe aéts of Jofias it came to pafs that 
Bharath the king of Egypt came to raife war at Carchaimis 
upon Euphrates: and fo jas went out againft him. ” 

26 But the king of Egypt fent to him,faying, What have. f 
I todo with thee, O king of Judea? S . 

27 Tam not fent out from the Lord God againft thee; for. wo 
my.war is upon Euphrates: and now the Lord is with me, ne 
.yea, the Lord is with me hafting me forward: depart from 
me, and be not againft the Lord. 

28 Howbeit Jofias did not turn back his chariot from 
‘him, bnt undertook to fight with him, not regarding the | © = : 
kee of the prophet Jeremy fpoken by the Moouth of the. 9" 

ord 

29 But joined battle with him in the plain of Magiddo, — 

‘and ‘the princes came againft king Jofias. 

30 Then faid the king unto his fervants, Carry me away 
out of the battle;. for Tam very weak. And immediately 7 
his fervants took him away out of the battle. 

31 Then gat he up upon his fecond chariot ; and being 
brought back to Jerufalem died, and was buried in his father’s- 
fepulchre. 

32 And in all Jewry they mourned for Jofias, yea, Jeremy 
the prophet lamented for Jofias, and the chief men with the 
women made lamentation for him unto this day: and this 
was given out for an ordinance to be done continually in all 
the nation of Ifrael. 

33 Thefe things are written in the book of the ftories of 
the kings of Judah, and every one of the acts that Jofias did, 
and his glory, and his underftanding in the law of the Lord, 
and the things that he had done before, and the things now 
recited, are reported in the book of the kings-of Ifrael and 

udea. 
J 34 q And the people took Joachaz the fon of Jofias, and 
made him king inftead of Jofias, his father, when he was 
twenty and three years old. 

35 And he reigned in Judea and in Jerufalem three 
months: and then the king of Egypt depofed him from 
.reigning in Jerufalem. 

36 And he fet a tax upon the land of an hundred talents 
of filver and one talent of gold. 

37 The king of Egypt alfo made king Joacim his brother 
ina, of Judea and Jerufalem. 

28 And he bound Joacim and the nobles: but Zaraces 

his 
15 According to the appointment of David, &c.) Of David and 


Afaph.- See 2 Chron. xxxv. 15. 
34 And the people took Foackhaz, &c.|] Rather Jehoahaz: fee 


2 Kings xxiii. go. 2 Chroz, xxxvi. 1. 
a ; 43 Joaciny 


610. 


Apocrypha. 


I. 


Before his brother he apprehended, and brought him out of Egypt. 


CHRIST 


610. 


6o6. 


599+ 


§93- 


588. 


536. 


39 Five and twenty years old was Joacim when he was 
made king in the land of Judea and Jerufalem ; and he did 


‘evil before the Lord. 


Zo Wherefore againft him Nab.chodonofor the king of 
Babylon came up, and bound him with a chain of brafs, and 
carried him into Babylon. oa 

4l Nabuchodonofor alfo took of the holy veffels of the 
Lord, and carried them away, and fet them in his own temple 
at Babylon. . : : : ‘ 

42 But thofe things that are recorded of him, and of his 
uncleannefs and impiety, are written in the chronicles of the 
kings. : 

e And Joacim his fon reigned in his ftead: he was made 
king being eighteen years old ; 

And rcigned but ‘three months and ten days in Jeru- 
falem ; and did evil before the Lord. 

45 So after a year Nebuchadonofor fent and caufed him to 
be brought into Babylon with the holy veffels of the Lord, 

46 And made Zedechias king of Judea and Jerufalem, 
when he was one and twenty years old; and he reigned eleven 


years : d ; 
47 And he did evil alfo in the fight of the Lord, and 


cared not for the words that were fpoken unto him by the , 


prophet Jeremy from the mouth of the Lord. 

48 And after that king Nabuchodonofor had made him to 
fwear by the name of the Lord, he forfwore himfelf, and re- 
belled ; and hardening his neck, and his heart, he tranfgreffed 
the laws of the Lord God of Ifrael. 

49 The governors alfo of the people and of the priefts did 
many things againft the laws, and paffed all the pollutions of 
all nations, and defiled the temple of the Lord, which wa 
fanctified in Jerufalem. : 

50 Neverthelefs the God of their fathers fent by his mef- 
fenger to call them back, becaufe he fpared them and his 


tabernacle alfo. . 
x But they had his meffengers in derifion ; and, look, 


when the Lord fpake unto them, they made a fport of his | 


prophets : . fed 
§2 So far forth, that he, being wroth with his people for 
their great ungodlinefs, commanded the kings of the Chaldees 
to come up againft them; : 
Who flew their young men with the fword, yea, even 
within the compafs of their holy temple, and {pared neither 
oung man nor maid, old man nor child, among them ; for 
he delivered all into their hands. 
54. And they took all the holy veffels of the Lord, both 
ereat and fmall, with the veilels of the ark of God, and the 
ing’s treafures, and carried them away into Babylon. 
’ ge ‘As for the houfe of the Lord, they burnt it, and brake 
down the walls of Jerufatem, and fet fire upon her towers: 
56 And as for her glorious things, they never ceafed till 
they had confumed and brought them all to nought: and the 
.people that were not flain with the fword he carried unto 
Babylon : 
57’Who became fervants to him and his children, till the 
‘Perfians reigned, to fulfil the word of the Lord fpoken by the 
mouth of Jeremy: 
‘58 Until the land had enjoyéd her fabbaths, the whole 
‘time of her defolation fhall fhe reft, until the full term of 


feventy years. 
, CHAP. MII. 
“NM the firft year of Cyrus king of the Perfians, that the 
word of the Lord ‘might be accomplifhed, that he had 
promifed by the mouth of Jeremy ; 
~ 2 The Lord raifed up the fpirit of Cyrus the king of the 
_Perlians, and he made proclamation through all his kingdom, 
and alfo by writing, . 

Saying, Thus faith Cyrus king of the Perfians ; The 
Lord of Ifracl, the moft high Lord, hath made me king of 
the whole world, 

4. And commanded me to build him an houfe at Jerufalem 
in Jewry. : 

5 if therefore there be any of you that are of his people, 
let the Lord, even his Lord, be with him, and let him go up 
to Jerufalem that is in Judea, and build the houfe of the Lord 
of Ifracl: for he is the Lord that dwelleth in Jerufalem. 

6 Whofoever then dwell in the places about, Jet them 
help him, thofe, I fay, that are his neighbours, with gold, 
and with filver, / ; ; 
LS 

43 Joacim, &c.] His name was Bliakcim, but calléd Jehoiakim 
hy Pharaoh-Necho, who made him king inftead of Jehoahaz, whom 
he carried with him to Egypt. 


GenerRAL Reruecriowns on Chap, I. 


We may learn from hence, that the only way to efcape the judg- 
ments of God, is, to return to him by repentance as individuals, 
and by a general reformation as a collective body. 


¢ 


ESDRAS. 


Apocrypha. 


7 With giits, with horfes, and with cattle, and other things, Before 
which have been fet forth by vow, for the temple of the Lord ea 
3 le 


at Jerufalem. 

8 q Then the chief of the families of Judea and of ‘the 

tribe of Benjamin ftood up ; the priefts alfo, and the Levites, 
and all they whofe mind the Lord had moved to go up, and 
to build an houfe for the Lord at Jerufalem, 
- g And they that dwelt round about them and helped them 
in all things with filver and gold, with horfes and cattle, and 
with very many free gifts of a great number whofe minds 
were ftirred up thereto. 

10 ¥ King Cyrus alfo brought forth the holy veffels which 
Nabuchodonofor had carried away from Jerufatem, aud had 
fet up in his temple of idols. : : 

11 Now when Cyrus king of the Perfians had brought 
them forth, he delivered them to Mithridates his treafurer : 

12 And by him they were delivered to Sanabaffar the 
governor of Judea. 

13 And this was the number of them: A thoufand golden 
cups, and a thoufand of filver, cenfers of filver twenty nine, 
vials of gold thirty, and of filver two thoufand four hundred 
and ten, and a thoufand other vefiels. ; 

14 So all the veffels of gold and of filver, which were car- 
ried away, were five thoufand four hundred threcfcore and 
nine. 

‘r5 Thefe were brought back by Sanabaffar, together with 
them of the captivity, from Babylon to Jerufalem. 

16 G But in the time of Artaxerxes king of the Perfians, 
Belemus and Mithridates, and Tabellius, and Rathumus, 
and Becltethmus, and Semellius the fecretary, with others 
that were in commiffion with them, dwelling in Samaria and 
other places, wrote unto him againi{t them that dwelt in Judea 
and Jerusalem thefe letters following ; 

17 To king Artaxerxes our lord, Thy fervants, Rathumus 
the-florywriter, and Semellius the {cribe, and the reft of their 
council, and the judges that are in Celofyria and Phenice. 

18 Be it now known to the lord the king, that the Jews 
that are come up from you tous, being come into Jerufalem, 
that rebellious and wicked city, do build the marketplaces, 
and repair the walls of it, and do lay the foundation of the 
temple. 

19 Now if this city and the walls thereof be made up again, 
they will not only refufe to give tribute, but alfo rebel again{t 
kings. 

a And forafmuch as the things pertaining to the temple 
are now in hand, we think it meet not to negle& fuchamatter, 

21 But to fpeak unto our lord the king, to the intent that, 
if it be thy pleafure, it may be fought out in the books of thy 
fathers 5 . 

22 And thou fhalt find in’ the chronicles what is written 
concerning thcfe things, and fhalt underftand that the city 
was rebellious, troubling both kings and cities: . 

23 And that the Jews were rebellious, and raifed always, 
wars therein: for the which caufe even this city was made 
defolate. : 

24. Wherefore now we do declare unto thec, O lord the 
king, that if this city be built again, and the walls thereof 
fet up anew, thou fhalt from henceforth have no paffage into 
Celofyria and Phenice. 

25 Then the king wrote back again to Rathumus the 
ftorywriter, to Beeltethmus, to Semellius the fcribe, and to 
the reft that were in commiffion, and dwellers in Samaria 
and Syria and Phenice, after this manner ; 

‘26 I have read the epittle which ye have fent unto mie: 
therefore I commanded to make diligent fearch, and it hath 
been found that that city was from the beginning practifing 
againft kings ; 

27 And the men therein were given to rebellion and war? 
and that mighty kings and fierce were in Jerufalem, whe 
reigned and exacted tributes In Celofyria and Phenice. 

28 Now therefore I have commanded to hinder thofe men 
from building the city, and heed to be taken that there be no 
more done in it. 

29 And that thofe wicked workers proceed no further to 
the annoyance of kings. 

30 Then king Artaxerxes his letters being read, Rathumus, 
and Semellius the fcribe, and the reft that were in cammilffion 
with them, removing in hafte toward Jerufalem with a troup 


of horfemen and a multitude of people in battle array, began 


to 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. II. 

1 Lu the firft year of Cyrus king of the Perfians, &c.] Cyrus fae- 
ceeded Cambyfes in the kingdom of Perfia, and Darius the -Mede 
in the kingdom of the Medes and empire of Babylon. Tfaiah de- 
clared his name above acentury before he was born: fee Ezra i. 1. 

12 They were delivered to Sanabaffir, &c.] | More properly, 
Shafhbaffar. 

30 4 multitude of peaple, &c.} Rather, a great number of foldiers. 
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Apocrypha. 
(SETCEDEent Be. Plas : 

Before to hinder the builders; and the building of the temple in 
CHRIST Jerufalem ceafed until the fecond year of the xeign, of Dariys 


* of fine linen, and a chain about his neck : 





C HAP. I. IV. 
commandment: if they get the victory, they bring all to t 
King, as well the fpoil, meal things a7 : Se, * 

Likewife for thofe that aré no foldiers, and have not to 
do with wars, but uf hufbandry, when they have reaped 
again that which they had fown, ‘they bring i: to the king, 
and compel one another to pay tribute unto the king. 

7 And yet he is but one man: if he command to kill, 
a kill; if he command to {pare, they fpare; 

If he command to fimite, they fmite; if he command to 
make defolate, they make defolate ; if he command to build, 
they build; 

9 If he command to cut down, they cut down; if he com- 
mand to plant, they plant. 

10 So all his people and his armies obey him: furthermore 
he lieth down, he eateth and drinketh, and taketh his reft: 

tz And thefe keep watch round about him, neither may 
any one depart, and do his own bufinefs, neither difobey they 
him in any thing. : 
_ 412 O ye men, how fhould not the king be mightieft, when 
in fuch fort he is obeyed? And he held histongue. — 

13 q Then the third, who had fpoken of women, and of 
the truth, (this was Zorobabel} began to fpeak. 

14,0 ye men, it is not the great king, nor the multitude 
of men, neither is it wine, that excelleth ; who is it then 
that ruleth them, or hath the lordfhip over them? are they 
not women? 

15 Women have borne the king and all the people that 
bare rule by fea and land. 

x6 Even of them came they: and they nourifhed them up 
that planted the vineyards, from whence the wine cometh. 

17 Thefe alfo make garments for men; thefe bring glory 
unto men; and without women cannot men be. 

18 Yea, and if men have gathered together gold and filver, 
or any other goodly thing, do they not love a woman which 
is comely in favour and beauty? 

19 And letting all thofe things go, do they not gape, and 
even with open mouth fix their eyes fatt on her; and have 
not all men ‘more defire unto her than unto filver or gold, or 
any goodly thing whatfoever ? : 

20 A man leayeth his own father that brought him up, 
and his own country, and cleaveth unto his wife. 

21 He fticketh not to {pend his life with his wife, and re- 
membereth neither father, nor mother, nor country. 

22 By this alfo ye muft know that wamen have dominion 
over you: do'ye not labour and toil, and give and bring alt 

to the woman? : 

' 23 Yea, a man taketh his fword, and goeth his way to roh 
and to fteal, to fail upon the fea and upon rivers; 

24. And he Jooketh upon a lion, and goeth in the darknefs; 
and when he hath ftolen, fpoiled, and robbed, he bringeth it 
to his love. . ‘a 

25 Wherefore a man loveth his wife better than father ar 
mather. : et oa 

26 Yea, many there be that have run out of their wits for 
women, and become fervants for their fakes. " 

27 Many alfo have perifhed, have erred, and finned, for 
women. : ; ee . 

28 And now do ye not believe me? is not the king great 
in his power? do not all regions fear to touch him? 

29 Yet did I fee him and Apame the king’s concubine, 
the daughter of the admirable Bartacus, fitting at the right 
hand of the king, “ ee 

30 And taking the crown from the King’s, head, and fet~ 
ting it upon her own head; fhe alfo ftruck’the king with her 
left hand. : . : 

31 And yet for all this the king gaped and gazed upon her 
with open mouth: if fhe laughed upon him, he laughed alfo: 
but if fhe took any difpleafure at him, the king was fain to 
flatter, that fhe might be reconciled to him again. 

32 O ye men, how can it be but women fhould be ftrong, 
feeing’ they do thus? he SOs : rae 

3,4 Then the king and the princes looked one upon an- 
other: fo he began to fpeak of the truth: © - : 

34 Q ye men, are not women rong ? great is the earth, 
high is the heayen, fwift is the fun in his courfe, fot he'com- 

: ? ” paffeth 





























king of the Perfians. 
CHAP. Hk 


OW when Darius reigned, he’made a great feaft unto 
all his fubjeéts, and unto all his houfhold, and unto all 
the princes of Media and Perfia, 

2 And to all the governors and captains and lieutenants 
that were under him, from India unto Ethiopia, of an hun- 
dred twenty and feven provinces. ; 

3 And.when they had eaten and drunken, and being fatis- 
fied were gone home, then Darius the king went into his 
bedchamber, and flept, and foon after awaked. 

4 4 Then three young men, that were of the guard that 
kept the king’s body, {pake one to another; 

5 Let every one of us fpeak a fentehce: he that fhall over- 
come, and whofe fentence fhall feem wifer than the others, 
unto him fhall the king Darius give great gifts, and great 
things in token ot victory: 

6 As, to be clothed in purple, to drink in gold, and to fleep 
¥pon gold, and a chariot with bridles of gold, and an headtire 


And he fhall fit next to Darius becaufe of his wifdom, 
and fhall be called Darius his coufin. : 

& And then every one wrote his fentence, fealed it, and 
laid it under king Darius his pillow ; 

g And faid that, when the king is rifen, fome will give 
him the writings; and of whofe fide the king and the three 
princes of Perfia thall judge that his fentence is the wifeft, to 
him fhall the viQiory be given, as was appuinted. 

10 The firft wrote, Wine is the ftrongeft. 

11 The fecond wrote, The king is {trongeft. 

12 The third wrote, Women are ftrongeft ; but above all: 
things Truth beareth away the victory. 

13 q Now when the king was rifen up, they took their 
writings, and delivered them unto him, and fo he read them: 

14 And fending forth he called all the princes of Perfia 
and Media, and the governors, and the captains, and the lieu- 
tenants, and the chief officers; ; 

15 And fat him down in the royal feat of judgment ; and 
the writings were read before them. 

16 And he faid, Call the young men, and they fhall de- 
clare their own fentences. So they were called, and came in. 

17 And he faid unto them, Declare unto us your mind 
concerning the writings. Then began the firft, who had 
Spoken of the ftrength of wine; . 

18 G And he faid thus, O ye men, how exceeding ftrong 
is wine! it caufeth all men to err that drink it: : 

19 It maketh the mind of the king and of the fatherlefs 
child to be all one; of the bondman and of the freeman, of 
the poor man and of the rich: . : 

20 It turneth alfo every thought into jollity and mirth, fo 
that a man remembereth neither forrow nor debt: 

a1 And it maketh every heart rich, fo that a man remem- 
bereth neither king nor governor; and it maketh to fpeak all 
things by talents: : i / ; 

* 92 And when they are in their cups, they forget their love 
both to friends and brethren, and a little after draw out 


fwords: 2 
23 But when they are from the wine, they remember not 


what they haye done. . : 
24 O ye men, is not wine the nee that enforceth to 
do thus? And when he had;fo fpoken he held his peace. 
; CHAP. IV. a 
"F"HEN the fecond, that had fpoken of the ftrength of. 
the king, began to fay, os 
2.O ye men, do not men excel in ftrength, that bear rule’ 
over {ea and land, and all things in them?_ ; : 
But yet the king is more mighty: for he is lordof all, 
thefe things, and hath dominion over them ; and whatfoever’ 
he commandeth them they do. A ; 
4. If he bid them make war the one againft the other, they: 
do its if he fend them out againft the enemies, they go, and” 
break down mountains, walls, and towers. ; 
5 They flay and are flain, and tranfgrefs not the king’s 


t 











GeneERaL Rervtections on Chap. III. 

If men beftow fo much pains and ftudy to acquire worldly riches ang 
honour, how much more affiduous aught we to be to obtain ever. 
lafting riches, and that honour which cometh from God! 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP.IV, 
13—92 Thex the third, &c,]_ As the two former had flattered 
the king, by commending his vices, reprefenting drunkennefs and 
abfolute dominion as defirable objetts; fo ikewife the third infmuates 
the pleafure arifing from a plurality of wives, and their pawerful 
jpfluence even over monarchs; but artfully gives the palm to:truth, 
in order to remind the king of his promife, and procure an order for 


rebpilding the city and temple; which was readily granted to him. 
36 Callesh 


Gewerat Reriecrions on Chap. II. 

The chief inftruction to-be derived from this chapter, is, that we are , 
not to expe¢t uninterrupted happinefs in this world, that bleffing’ 
being referved for eternity, when the heavens and the earth fhall 
pafs away. : ; . 3 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I, © 
10 The firft wrote, Wine is the firangeft.] Jofephus tells us, that 
the queftions recorded in this and the two following verfes, were: 
propofed by Darius himfelf, to three of his body-guards; promifing, 
at the fame time, a reward to him who fhould make the wifeft and 
trpeft anfwer. : 
No. 75+ # 
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ai 
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paffeth the heaveris rouiid about, and fetcheth his courfe again 
o his own place in one day. aa 

35 Is he not great that maketh thefe things? therefore 

reat is the truth, and ftronger than all things. 

3§ All the earth calleth upon the truth, and the heaven 
bleffeth it: all works fhake and tremble at it, and with it is 
no unrighteous thing. : 

37 Wine is wicked, the king is wicked, women are wicked, 
all ‘he children of menare wicked, and fuch are all theirwicked 


works ; and there is no truth in them; in their unrighteouf- 


hefs alfo they fhall perifh. 

38 As for the truth, it endureth, and is always {trong ; it 
liveth and conquereth for evermore. 

39 With her there is no accepting of perfons or rewards ; 
but fhe doeth the things that are juft, and refraineth from all 
unjuft and wicked things; and all men do well like of her 
works. 

40 Neither in her judgment is any unrighteoufnefs ; and 
fhe is the ftrength, kingdom, power, and majefty, of all ages. 
Bleffed be the God of truth. 

4: @ And with that he held his peace. And all the people 
then fhouted, and faid, Great is Truth, and mighty above 
ail things. ee ‘ 

42 Then faid the king unto him, Ask what thou wilt 
more than is appointed in the writing, and we will give it 
thee, becaufe thou art found wifeft ; and thon fhalt fit next 
me, and fhalt be called my coufin. 

- 43 Then faid he unto the king, Remember thy vow, 
which thou haft vowed to build Jerufalem, in the day when 
thou cameft to thy kingdom, 

44 And to fend away all the veffels that were taken away 
out of Jerufalem, which Cyrus fet apart, when he vowed to 
deftroy Babylon, and to fend them again thither. 

45. Thou alfo haft vowed to build up the temple, which 
the Edomites burned when Judea was made defolate by -the 
Chaldees. 

46 And now, O lord the king, this is that which 1 re- 
quire, and which I defire of thee, and this is the princely. 
liberality proceeding from thyfelf: I defire therefore that thou 
make good the vow, the performance whereof with thine own 

{ mouth thou halt vowed to the King of heaven. 

47 Then Darius the king flood up, and kiffed him, and 
wrote letters for him unto all the treafurers and lieutenants 
and captains and governors, that they fhould fafely convey 
on their way both him, and all thofe that go up with him to 
build Jerufalem. 

48 He wrote letters alfo unto the lieutenants that were in 
Celofyria and Phenice, and unto them in Libanus, that they 
fhould bring cedar wood from Libanus unto Jerufalem, and 
that they fhould build the city with him. 

49 Moreover he wrote for all the Jews that went out of 
his realm up into Jewry, concerning their freedom, that no 
officer, noruler, no lieutenant, nor treafurer, fhould forcibly 
enter into their doors ; 

g° And that all the country which they hold fhould be 
free without tribute ; and that the Edomites fhould give over 
the villages of the Jews which then they held: 

5t Yea, that there fhould be yearly given twenty talents 
to the building of the temple, until the time that it was built; 

§2 And other ten talents yearly, to maintain the burnt 
offerings upon the altar every day, as they had a command~ 
ment to offer feventeen: 

53 And that all they that went from Babylon to build the 
city fhould have free liberty, as well they as their pofterity, 
and all the priefts that went away. 

_ 54 He wrote alfo concerning the charges, and the prielts’ 
veitments wherein they minifter ; 

55 And likewife for the charges of the Levites, to be given 
them until the day that the houfe were finifhed, and Jerufa- 
lem builded up. 

56 And he commanded to give to all that kept the city 
penfions and wages. 

57 He fent away alfo all the veffels from Babylon, that 
Cyrus had fet apart; and all that Cyrus had given in com- 
mmandment, the 
Jerufalem. 

58 q Now when this young man was gone forth, he lifted 
up his face to heaven toward Jerufalem, and praifed the King 
of heaven, : 

59 And faid, From thee cometh viftory, from thee cometh 
wildom, and thine is the glory, and I am thy fervant. 


PE ARE PIE AE FSS REL IAA A TRO ATENEO RE, ATER 2 
35 Callesh upon the truth, &c.]  Praife the truth. 
56 Penfions, &e.] Or portions of land. 
Grnerat ReFugcrrons on Chap. IV. 
The truce and proper ufe of wifdom is, to maintain the caufe of truth 
and virtue, to promote the worfhip of God, and to obtain relief 
for thofe who are in a {tate of affliétion, 


ESDRAGS. 


me charged he alfo to be done, and fent unto 


60 Bleffed art thou, who haft given me wifdom: for to 
thee I give thanks, O Lord of our fathers. 

61 And fo he took the letters, and went out, arid came 
unto Babylon, and told it all his brethren. 


62 And they praifed the God of their fathers, becaufe he , 


had given them freedom and liberty 

63 To go up, and to build Jerufalem, and the temple 
which is called by his name: and they feafled with inftru- 
ments of mufick and gladnefs feven days. 

CHAP. V. . 

A F TER this were the principal men of the families 

chofen according to their tribes, to go up with their 
wives and fons and daughters, with their menfervants and 
maidfervants, and their cattle. 

2 And Darius fent with them a thoufand horfemen, till 
they had brought them back to Jerafalem fafely, and with 
mufical [inftruments] tabrets and flutes. 

3 And alf their brethren played, and he made them go up 
together with them. 

4 And thefe are the names of the men which went up, ac- 
cording to their families among their tribes, after their feveral 
heads, 


5 The pricfts, the fons of Phinees the fon of Aaron: © 


Jefus the fon of Jofedec, the fon of Saraias, and Joacim the 
fon of Zorobabel, the fon of Salathiel, of the houle of Da- 
vid, out of the kindred .of Pharez, of the tribe of Judah; 

6 Who fpake wife fentences before Darius the king of 
Perfia in the fecond year of his reign, in the month Nifan, 
which is thefir ft! month. 

97 And thefe are they of Jewry that came up from the cap- 
tivity, where they dwelt as ffrangers, whom Nabuchodonoloc 
the king of Babylon had carsied away urtto Babylon. 

8 And they returned unto Jerufalem, and to the other 
parts of Jewry, every man to his own city, who came with 
Zorobabel, with Jefus, Nehemias, and Zacharias, and Ree- 
faias, Enenius, Mardocheus, Beelfarus, Afpharafus, Reelius, 
Roimus, and Baana, their guides. 

The number of them of the nation, and their gover- 
nors, fons of Phoros, two thoufand an hundred feventy and 
two; the fons of Saphat, four hundsed feventy and two: 

10 The fons of Ares, feven hundred fifty and fix 3 : 

ar The fous of Phaath Moab, two thopfand eight hun- 
dred and twelve: 

12 The fons of Elam, a thoufand two hundred fifty and 
four: the fons ot Zathui, nine hundred forty and five: the 
fons of Corbe, feven hundred and five: the fons of Bani, 
fix hundred forty and eight: 

13 The fons of Bebai, fix hundred twenty and three: the 
fons of Sadas, three thoufand two hundred twenty and two: 

14 The fons of Adonikam, fix hundred fixty and feven: 
the fons of Bagoi, two thoufand fixty and fix: the fons of 
Adin, four hundred fifty and four : 

15 The fons of Aterczias, ninety and two: the fons of 
Ceilan and Azctas, three{core and feven: the fons of Azuran, 
four hundred thirty and two: ) 

16 The fons of Ananias, an hundred and one: the fens 


‘of Arom, thirty and two: and the fons of Baffa, three hun- 
- dred twenty and three: the fons of Azephurith, an hundred 
and two: 


17 The fons of Meterus, three thoufand and five: the 


_fons of Bethlomon, an hundred twenty and three : 


48 They of Netophah, fifty and five : they of Anathoth, 


‘an hundred fifty and eight: they of Bethfamos, forty and 
(two: 


1g They of Kiriathiarius, twenty and five: they of Ca~. 
phira and Beradli feven hundred forty and three: they of 
Pira, feven hundred : 

-20 They of Chadias and Ammidoi, four hundred twenty 
and two: they of Cirama and Gabdes, fix hundred twenty 


_and one: 


21 They of Macalon, an hundred twenty and two: they 
of Betolius, fifty and two: the fons of Nephis, an- hundred 
fifty and fix: 

22 The fons of Calamolalus and Onus, feven hundred 


‘twenty and five: the fons of Jerechus, two hundred forty 
‘and five: 


23 The fons of Annaas, three thoufand three hundred and 
thirty. 

24. The pric: the fons of Jeddu, the fon of Jefus, among 
the fons of Sanafib, nine hundred feventy and two: the fons 


of Meruth, a thoufand fifty and two: 
25 The 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES ox CHAP. V. 


Foacim the fon of Zorobabel, &c.] Rather Joacim and Zore- 
babel. This place is corrupt; for Joacim was the fon of Jofedech, 
Neb. xii. 10. and not Zorobabel, who was of the tribe of Judah. 

6 Who fpake wife fenuemer, &c.] Meaning, Zerebabel. : 
43 BBR, 
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25 The fons of Phaffaron, a thoufand forty and feven: the 
fons of Carme, a thoufand and feventeen. 

26 The Levites: the fons of Jeffue, and Cadmiel, and 
Banuas, and Sudias, feventy and tour. 

27 as holy fingers: the fons of Afaph, an hundred twenty 
and eight. 

28 Fhe porters: the fons of Salum, the fons of Jatal, the 
fons of Talmon, the fons of Dacobi, the fons of Teta, the 
fons of Sami, in all an hundred thirty and nine. ; 

2g The fervants of the temple : the fons of Efau, the fons 
of Afipha, the fons of Tabaoth, the fons of Ceras, the fons 
oe Sud, the fons of Phaleas, the fons of Labana, the fons of 

taba, . 

30 The fons of Acua, the fons of Uta, the fons of Cetab, 
the fons of Agaba, the fons of Subai, the fons of Anan, the 
fons of Cathua, the fons of Geddur, 

3t The fons of Airus, the fons of Daizan, the fons of 
Noeba, the fons of Chafeba, the fons of Gazera, the fons 
of Azia, the fons of Phiness, the fons of .Azara, the fons of 
Baftai, the fons of Afana, the fons of Meani, the fons of Na- 
phifi, the fons of Acub, the fons of Acipha, the fons of Affur, 
the fons of Pharacim, the fons of Bafaloth, 

32 The fons of Meeda, the fons of Coutha, the fons of 
Charea, the fons of Charcus, the fons of Aferer, the fons of 
Themoi, the fons of Nalith, the fons of Antipha. 

3 The fons of the fervants of Solomon : the fons of Aza- 
phion, the fons of Pharira, the fons of Jeeli, the fons of Lozon, 
the fons of Ifdael, the fons of Sapheth, 

34 The fons of Hagai, the fons of Phacareth, the fons of 
Sabi, the fons of Sarothie, the fons of Mafias, the fons of Gar, 
the fons of Addus, the fons of Suba, the fons of Apherra, 
the fons of Barodis, the fons of Sabat, the fons of Allom. 

35 All the minifters ef the temple, and the fons of the 
fervants of Solomon, were three hundred feventy and two. 

36 Thefe came up from Thermeleth and Thelerfas Cha- 
raathalar leading them, and Aalar; 

37 Neither could they thew @eir families, nor their ftock, 
how they were of Hrael: the fons of Ladan, the fons of Ban, 
the fons of Necodan, fix hundred fifty and two. 

38 And of the priefts that ufurped' the office of the pricft- 
hood, and were not found: the fons of Obdia, the fons of 
Accoz, the fons of Addus, who married Augia one of the 
daughters of Berzelus, and was named after his name. 

39. And when the defcription of the kindred of thefe men 
was fought in the regifter, and was not found, they were re- 
moved from executing the office of the priefthood : 

40 For unto them faid Nehemias and Atharias, that they 
fhould not be partakers of the holy things, till there arofe up 
an high prieft clethed with do@trine and truth. 

“as of Ifrael, from them of twelve years old and upward, 
they were all in number ry thoufand, belide menfervants 
and womenfervants two thoufand three hundred and fixty. 

42 Their menfervants and handmaids were feven thoufand 
three hundred forty and feven; the finging men ard finging 
women, two hundred forty and fives 

43 Four hundred thirty and five camels, feven thoufand 
thirty and fix horfes, two hundred forty and five mules, five 
thoufand five hundred twenty and five beafts ufed to the yoke. 

44 And certain of the chief of their families, when they 
came to the temple of God that is in Jerufalem, vowed to fet 
up the houfe again in his own place according to their ability, 

45 And ‘to give into the holy treafury of the worksa thou- 
fand pounds of gold, five thoufand of filver, and an hundred 
prieftly veftments. P . 

46 And fo dwelt the prie(ts and the Levitesand the people 
in Jerwfalem, and in the country, the fingers alfo and the 
porters; and all Ifrael in their villages. 

474 But when the feventh month was at hand, and when 
the children of Ifrael were every man in his own place, they 
came all together with one confent into the open place of the 
firft gate which is toward the eaft. 

43 Then ftood up Jefus the fon of Jofedec, and his brethren 
the priefts, and Zerobabel the fon of Salathiel, and his bre- 
thren, and made ready the altar of the God of Hrael, 

49 To offer burnt facrifices upon it, according as it is ex- 
pretly commanded in the book of “Mofes the man of God. 

59 And there were gathered unto them out of the other 
mations of the land, and they erected the altar upon his own 
place, becaufe all the nations of the land were at enmity with 
them, and oppreffed them; and they offered facrifices accord- 
ing to the time, and burnt offerings to the Lord both morn- 
ing and evening. a 

5t Alfo they held the feaft of tabernacles, as it is com- 


ere 


43 Beafis, &c.]  Affes. 7 : 
a Fhe voted obleias, &c.] Or, daily-facrifice. 


69 Axbazarcth, &e.] Or, Efarhaddon. Ezra iv. 2. ; 
73 Until the reign of Darias.] Until the fecond year of Darius. 


Eara iv. 6, 7. 
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manded in the law, and offered facrifices daily as was meet : 

52 And after that, the continual oblations, and the facrifice 
of the fabbaths, and of the new moons, and of all holy feafts. 

53 And all they that had made any vow to God began to 

Ged from the firft day of the feventh month, 
aviongh the temple of the Lord was not yet built. 

54 And they gave unto the mafons and carpenters money, 
meat, and drink with chearfulnefs. 

55 Unto them of Zidon alfo and Tyre they gave cars, that 
they fhould bring cedar trees from Libanus, which fhould be 
brought by floats to the haven of Joppe, according as it was 
commanded them by Cyrus king of the Perfians, 

56 @ And in the fecond year and fecond month after his 
‘coming to the temple of God at Jerufalem began Zorobabel 
the fon of Salathiel, and Jefus the fon of Jofedec, and their 
brethren, and the priefts, and the Levites, and all they that 
were come unto Jerufalem out of the captivity. 

57, And they laid the foundation of the houfe of God in 
the firft day of the fecond month, in the fecond year after 
they were come to Jewry and Jerufalem. 

58 And they appointed the Levites from twenty years old 
over the works of the Lord. ‘Then ftood up Jefus, and his. 
fons and brethren, and Cadmiel his brother, and the fons of 
Madiabun, with the fons of Jodah, the fon of Eliadun, with 
their fons and brethren, all Levites, with one accord fetters for- 
ward of the bufinefs, labouring to advance the works in the 
houfe of God. So the workmen built the tempie of the Lord. 

59 And the priefts ftood arrayed in their veftments with 
mulical inftruments and trumpets; and the Levites the fous 
of Afaph had cymbals, 

60 Singing fongs of thankfgiving, and praifing the Lord, 
according as David the king of Ifrael had ordained. 

61 And they fung with loud voices fongs to the praife of 
the Lord, becaufe his mercy and glory is for ever in all I frael. 

62 And all the people founded trumpets, and fhouted with 
2 loud voice, finging fongs of thankfgiving unto the Lord fot 
the rearing up of the houfe of the Lord. 

63 Alfo of the pricfts and Levites, and of the chief of their 
families, the ancients who had feen the former houfe came to 
the building of this with weeping and great crying. 

64 But many with trumpets and joy fhouted with loud voice, 

65 Infomuch that the trumpets might not be heard for the 
weeping of the people: yet the multitude founded marvel- 
loufly, fo that it was heard afar off. : 

664 Wherefore when the enemies of the tribe of Judah 
and Benjamin heard it, they came to Know what that noife 
of trumpets fhould mean. ; 

67 And they perecived that they that were of the captivity 
did build the temple unto the Lord God of Ifrael. 

68 So they went to Zorobabel, and Jefus, and fo the chief 
of the families, and faid unto them, We will build together 
with you. 

60 For we, likewife, as ye, do obey your Lord, and do fa- 
crifice unto him from the ays of Azbazareth the king of the 
Affyrians, who brought us hither. 

© Then Zorobabel and Jefus and the chief of the families 
of Ifrael faid unto them, It is not for us and you to build 
together an honfe anto the Lord our God. 

71 We ourfelves alone will build unto the Lord of Ifrael, 
according as Cyrusthe king of the Perfianshathcommandedus. 

72 But the heathen of the land laying heavy upon the in- 
habitants of Judea, and hulding them f{trait, hindered their 
building ; 

73 Aud by their fecret plots, and popular perfuafions and 
commotions, they hindered the finifhing of the building alt 
the time that king Cyrus lived: fo they were hindered from 
building for the {pace of two years, until the reign of Darius. 

CHAP. VI 


OW in the fecond year of the reign of Darius Aggeus 
N and Zacharias the fon of Addo, the prophets prophe~ 
fred unto the Jews in Jewry and Jerufalem in the name of the 
Lord God of Erael, which was upon them. i 

2 Then ftood up Zorobabel the fon of Salathiel, and Jefus 
the fon of Jofedec, and began to build the houfe of the Lord 
at Jerufalem, the prophets of the Lord being with them, and 
helping them. . 

3 At the fame time came unto them Sifinnes the governor 
of Syria and Phenice, with Sathrabuzanes and his compa- 
nions, and faid unto them, , 3 

4 By whofe appointment do ye build this houfe and this 
roof, and perform all the other things? and who are the work- 


men that perform thefe things @ 
: 5 Never- 


a EE WT SE PS NS ENT I IED 
Gewnernat Rerrectsrons on Chap. V. 
As the Jews confined themfelves to their own tribes; fo let real 
Chriftians confider the obligations they are under to confirm cach 
other in the truth, go on affectionately in a uniform courfe of 


lence, and keep theméelyes unfpotted from the world. 
ee °F . = COMMENTAR Y * 
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’ 5’Neverthelefs the elders of the Jews obtained favour, be« 


CHRIST caufe the Lord had vifited the captivity; 


§'9- 


6 And they were not hindered from building, until fuch 
time as fignification was given unto Darius concerning them, 
and an an{wer received. : 

4 § The capy of the fettets which Sifinnes, governor of 
Syria and Phenice, and Sathrabuzanes, with thei compa~ 
nions, rulers in Syria and Phenice, wrote and fent unto 
Darius ; To king Darius, greeting : 

- 8 Let all things be known unto our lord’ the king, that 


‘being come into the country of Judea, and entered into the 


city of Jerufalem, we found in the city of Jerufalem the an~ 
cients of the Jews that were of the captivity ~ 

9 Building an houfe untathe Lord, great and now, of hewn 
anu coftly ftones, and the timber already laid upon the walls. 

to And thofe works are done with great {peed, and the 
work goeth on profperoufly in their hands, and with all glory 
and diligence is it made. 

1a Then afked we thefe elders, faying, By whofe com- 
mandment build ye this houfe, and lay the foundations of 
thefe works? 

12 Therefore to the intent that we might give knowledge 
unto thee by writing, we demanded of them who were the 


‘ehief doers, and we required of them the names in writing 


of their principal men. 

13 So they gave us this anfwer, We are the fervants of the 
Lord which made heaven and earth. 

a4 And as for this houfe, it was builded many years ago 


‘by a king of Hfrael great and ttrong, and was finifhed. 


r5 But when our fathers provoked God unto wrath, and 
finned againft the Lord of Ifrael which is in heaven, he gave 
them over into the power of Nabuchodonofor king of Ba- 
bylon, of the Chaldees ; : 

16 Who pulled down the honfe, and burned it, and carried 
away the people captives unto Babylon. 

17 But in the firft year that king Cyrus reigned over the 
oe of Babylon Cyrus the king wrote to build up this 

oufe. 

18 And the holy veffels of gold and of filver, that Nabu- 
chedonofor had carried away out of the houfe at Jerufalem, 
and had fet them in his own temple, thofe Cyrus the king 
brought forth again out of the temple at Babylon, and they 
were delivered to Zorobabel and to Sanabaffarus the ruler, 

19 With comandment that he fliould carry away the fame 
veffels, and put them in the temple at Jerufalem ; and that 
the temple of the Lord fhould be built in his place, 

20 Then the fame Sanabaffarus, being come hither, laid 
the foundations of the houfe of the-Lord at Jerufalem; and 
from that time to this being ftill a building, it is not yet fully 
ended. 

21 Now therefore, if it feem good unto the king, let fearch 
be made among the records of king Cyrus: 

22 And if it be found that the building of the houfe of the 

Lord at Jerufalem hath been done with the confent of king 
Cyrus, and if our lord the king be fo minded, let him fignify 
unto us.thereof. 
' 23 q ‘Then commanded king Darius to feek among the 
records at Babylon: and fo‘at Ecbatana the palace, which 
is in the country of Media, there was found a roll wherein 
thefe things were recorded, 

24 In the firft year of the reign of Cyrus king Cyrus came 
manded that the houfe of the Lord at Jerufalem fhould’ be 
built again, where they do facrifice with continual fire: 

25 Whofe height fhall be Gxty cubits, and the breadth 
fixty cubits, with three rows of hewn ftones, and one row 
of new wood of that country; and the expences thereof to 
be piven out of the houfe of King Cyrus; 

26 And that the holy veffels of the houfe of the Lord, both 
of gold and filver, that Nabuchodonofor took out of the houfe 
at Jerufalem, and brought to Babylon, fhould be reftored to 
the houfe at Jerufalem, and be fet in the place where they. 
were before. : 

27, And alfo he commanded that Sifiunes the governor of. 
Syria and Phenice, and Sathrabuzanes, and their companions, 
and thofe which were appointed rulers in Syria and Phenice, 


a SS ECE a 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES ow CHAP. VI, 
13 We are the fervants of the Lord, Se The Jews reprefented 

their God as their Elohim, or all-powerful governor of heaven and. 

earth, to whom all pagan deities were to be fubjéét, . 
¥8 They were delrvered to Zorcbabel, arid” to, &¢.) Or, Zordbabel,’ 

which is alfo Sanabaffar the ruler; fo that Zorobabel feems to be 

added to the text: See Ezrazi. 8. ° 

» Generat Rerve¢trirons on Chap. VI, 

From this chapter we may learn, that the moft effetual way to ob- 
tain the bleffing of Gad, is, to perfevere in the way of duty, and 
therein to wait upon him for the accomplifhment of his promifes, 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VII. 
4 They finifoed thefe, &C.] The'gnemics of the Jews, finding that 


ESDRAS. 
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fhould be careful not to meddte with the place, but to fuffer Before 
Zorobabel, the fervant of the Lord, and the governor of JudeaCHRIST 
and the elders of the Jews, to build the houfe of the Lord 5!9 
in that place. 

28 I have commanded alfo to haveit built up whole again; 
and that they look diligently to. help thofe that be of the cap- 
tivity of the tows. till the houfe of the Lord be finifhed : 

_ 29 And out of the tribute of Celofyria and Phenice a por- 
tion carefully to be given thefe men for the facrifices of the 
Lord, that is, to Zorobabel the governor, for bullocks, and 
rams, and lambs; 

30 And alfo corn, fakt, wine, and oil, and that continuallp 
every year without further queftion, according as the pricfts 
that be in Jerufalem fhali fignify to be‘daily fpent : 

3 That offerings may be made to the moft high God for 
the king and for his children, and that they may pray for 
their lives. 7 " 

32 And he commanded that whcfoever fhould tranfprefs, 
yea, or make light of any thing Yfore fpoken or written, out 
of his own houfe fhould a tree be taken, and he thereon be 
hanged, and all his goods feized for the king. 

33 The Lord therefore, whofe name is there called upon, 
utterly deftroy every king and nation, that ftretcheth out his 
Pe to hinder or endamage that ‘hhoufe of the Lord in Jeru- 

alem. a 
34 I Darius the king have ordained that according unto 
thefe things it be done with diligence. 

CHAP. VII, 

s Buse Sifinnes the governor of Cclofyria and Phenice, 
: and Sathrabuzanes, with their cumpanions, following 
the commandment of king Darius, . : 

2 Did very carefully overfee the holy works, affifting the 
ancients of the Jews and governors of the temple. 

3, And fo the holy works profpered, when Aggeus and 
Zacharias the prophets prophefied. : 

4 And they finifhed thefe things by the commandment of 
the Lord God of Ifracl, and with the confent of Cyrus, 
Darius, and Artaxerxes, kings of Perfia. 

5 And thus was the holy houfe finifhed in the three and 
twentieth day of the snonth Adar, in the fixth year of Darius 
King of the Perfians. 

, - And the children of Ifrael, the priefts, and the Levites, 
and others that were of the captivity, that were added unto 
thein, did according to the things written in the book of Mofes. 

7 And to the dedication of the temple of the Lord they 
offered an hundred bullocks, two hundred rams, four hun 
dred lambs; 

8 And twelve goats for the fin of all Ifrael, according to the 
number of the chief of the tribes of Ifrael. : 

g The priefts alfo and the Levites {tood arrayed in their 
vefiments according to their kindreds, in the fervice of the 
Lord God of Ifrael, according to the book of Mofes: and 
the porters at ever te. : 

10 And the children of Lrael that_were of the captivity 
held the paffover the fourteenth day of the firft month, after 
that the priefts and the Levites were fanétified. 

11 They that were of the captivity were not-all fan@ified 
together: but. the Levites were all fanctified together. 

12 And fo they offered the paffover for all them of the cap- 
tivity, and for their brethren the priefts, and for themfelves. 

_ 13 And the children of F{rael that came out of the capti~ 
vity did eat, even all they that had feparated themfelves from 
the abaminations of the people of the land, and fought the 
Lord. 

«4. And they kept the feaft of unleavened bread feven, days, 
making merry before the Lord, 

15 For that he had turned the counfel of the king of Affy- 
ria toward them, to ftrengthen their hands in the works of 
the Lord God of Ifrael. 

* CHAP. VII. 

AND after thefe things, when Artaxerxes the king of 

the Perfians reigned, came Efdras the fon of Saraias, 





StS50 


| the fon of Ezerias, the fon of Helchiah, the fon of Salum, 


2 The fon of Sadduc, the fon of Achitob, the fon of Ama- 
rias, the fon of Ezias, the fon of Meremoth, the fon of Za-~ 
i So ‘Taias, 





Darius would be obeyed, affifted the Jews in building the temple, 
which was accordingly finifhed, and dedicated with great folemnity, 
5 dee the thret-and<twentieth day, &c.| Heb. the third day.- - 


* Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. VII, 
It is evident from‘hence,- that let the enemies of God’s people be 
ever fo numerousand powerful, the purpofes of Divine Providence 
towards them will infallibly take place in due time. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 
2 Exias—Meremoth—Zaraias, &c.] The ‘margin reads, Ozias, 
Meraioth, Uzzi ; and obferves, that fome copies want thefe three 


namege aes - 
zo Exex 


hea rr ed 
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Before raias, the fon of Savias, the fon of Boccas, the fon of Abifum, 
CukIis cthe fon of Phinees, the fon of Eleazar, the fon of Aaron the 


457+ 


chief prieft. 

3 This Efdras went up from Babylon, as a fcribe, being 
aay Bany in the law of Mofes, that was given by the God of 
Ifrael. 

4 And the king did him honour; for he found grace in his 
fight in all his requefts. 

5 There went up with him alfo certain of the children of 
Ifrael, of the prietts, of the Levites, of the holy fingers, por- 
ters, and minifters of the temple, unto Jerufalem, 

6 Jn the feventh year of the reign of Artaxerxes, in the 
fifth month, this was the king’s feventh year; for they went 
from Babylon in the firft day of the firf{ month, and came ta 
Jerufalem, according to the profpecous journey which the 
Lord gave them. 

7 For Efdras had very great fkill, fo that he omitted no- 
thing of the law and commandments of the Lord, but taught 
ali Ifrael the ordinances and judgments. 

8 ¢ Now the copy of the commiffion, which was written 
from Artaxerxes the king, and came to Efdras the prieft and 
reader of the law of the Lord, is this that followeth ; 

g King Artaxerxes unto Efdras the prie(tand reader of the 
law of the Lord fendeth grecting : 

to Having determined to deal gracioufly, I have given 
order, that fuch of the nation of the Jews, and of the pricfls 
and Levites, being within our realm, as are willing and de- 


firous, fhould go with thee unto Jerufalem. 


11 As many thereforeas have a mind thereunto, let them 
depart with thee, as it hath feemed good both to me and iny 
feven friends the counfellers ; 

12 That they may look unto the affairs of Judea and Je- 
rufalem, agreeably to that which is in the law of the Lord; 

13 And carry the gifts unto the Lord of Ifrael to Jerufa- 
lem, which I and my friends have vowed, and all the gold 
and filver that in the country of Babylon can be found, to the 
Lord in Jerufalem, 

14 With that alfo which is given of the people for the 
temple of the Lord their God at Jerufalem: and that filver 
and gold may be collected for bullocks, rams, and lambs, and 
things thereunto appertaining ; 

15 To the end that they may offer facrifices unto the Lord 
upon the altar of the Lord their God, which is in Jerafalem. 

16 And whatfoever thou and thy brethren will do with the 
filver and gold, that do, according to the will of thy God. 

17 And the holy veffels of the Lord, which are given thee, 
for the ufe of the temple of thy God, which is in Werublen, 
thou fhalt fet before thy God in Jerufalem. 

18 And whatfoever thing elfe thou fhalt remember for the 
ule of the temple of thy God, thou fhalt give it out of the 
king’s treafury. 

1g And I king Artaxerxes have alfo commanded the 
keepers of the treafures in Syria and Phenice, that whatfoever 
Efdras the pricft and the reader of the law of the moft high 
God fhall fend for, they fhould give it him with fpeed. 

20 To the fum of an hundred talents of filver, likewife 
alfo of wheat even to an hundred cors, and an hundred pieces 
of wine, and other things in abundance. 

21 Let all things be performed after the law of God dili- 
gently unto the moft high God, that wrath come not upon 
the kingdom of the king and his fons, 

22 1 command yon alfo, that ye require no tax, nor any 
other impofition, of any of the priefts, or Levites, or holy 
fingers, or porters, or minifters of the temple, or of any that 
have doings inthis temple, and that no man have authority to 
impofe any thing upon them. : 

23 And thou, Efdras, according to the wifdom of God 
ordain judges and juftices,. that they may judge in all Syria 
and Phenice all thofe that know the law of thy God; and 
thofe that know it not thou thalt teach. 

24. And whofoever fhall tranfgrels the law of thy God, and 
.of the king, fhall be punifhed diligently, whether it be by 
death, or other punifhment, by penalty of money, or by im- 
prifonment. 

25 @ Then faid Efdras the fcribe, Bleffed be the only Lord 
God of my fathers, who hath put thefe things into the heart 
of the king, to glorify his houfe that isin Jerufalem : 

26 And hath honoured me in the fight of the king, and 
his counfellers, and all his friends and nobles. 

27 Therefore was I encouraged by the help of the Lord my 
God, and gathered together men of Ifrael to go up with me. 

28 @ And thefe are the chief according to their families 
and feveral dignities, that went up with me from Babylon in 
the reign of king Artaxerxes: 





20 Event ta an livdred cart, Sc.) Corse isa Chaldee word, and 
Ggnifies meafures: fee £zra vii. 22. 
* Now75. 
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chenias : 

go Of the fons of Pharez, Zacharias; and with him were 
counted an hundred and fifty men : 

gt Of the fons of Pahath Moab, Eliaonias, the fon of Za- 
raias, and with him two hundred men: 

32 OF the fons of Zathoe, Sechenias the fon of Jezelus, 
and with him three hundred men: of the fons of Adin, Obeth 
the fon of Jonathan, and with him two hundred and fifty 
en: 

33 Of the fons of Elam, Jofias fon of Gotholias, and with 
him feventy men: 

34. Of the fons of Saphatias, Zaraias fon of Michael, and 
with him threefcore and ten men ; 

35 Of the fons of Joab, Abadias fon of Jezelus, and with 
him wo hundred and tweive men: 

36 Of the fonsof Banid, Affalimoth fon of Jofiphias, and 
with him an hundred and threefcore men: ° 

37 Of the fons of Babi, Zacharias fon of Bebai, and with 
him twenty and cight men : 

38 Of-the fons of Aftath, Johannes fon of Acatan, and 
with him an hundred and ten men: 

39 Of the fons of Adonikam the laft, and thefe are the 
names of them, Eliphalet, Jene!, and Samais, and with them 
feventy men: 

40 Of tue fons of Bago, Uthi the fon of Iftulcurus, and 
with him feventy men. 

4i And thefe I gathered together to the river called 
Theras, where we pitched our tents three days: and then I 
numbered them. 

42 But when I had found there none of the priefts and 
furveyed Levites, 

43 ‘Then fent I unto Eleazar, and Idnel, and Mafman, 

44 And Alnathan, and Mamaias, and Joribas, and Na:han, 
Funatan, Zacharias, and Mofollamon, principal men and 
Icarned. 

45 And I bade them that they thould go unto Saddeus the 
captain, who was in the place of the treafury: 

46 And commanded them that they fhould {peak unto 
Daddeus, and to his brethren, and to the treafurers in that 
place, to fend us fuch menas might execute the priefts’ office 
in the houfe of the Lord. : 

47 And by the mighty hand of our Lord they brought 
unto us fkilful men of the fons of Moli the fon of Levi, the 
fon of Ifrael, Afebebia, and his fons, and his brethren, who 
were eighteen. 

48 And Afebia, and Annuus, and Ofaias his brother, of 
the fons of Channuneus, and their fons, were twenty men. 

49 And of the fervants of the temple whom David had or- 
dained, and the principal men for the fervice of the Levites, 
to wit, the fervants of the temple, two hundred and twenty, 
the catalogue of whofe names were fhewed. 

5° q And there I vowed a faft unto the young men be- 
fore our Lord, to defire of him a profperous journey both for 
us and them that were with us, for our children, and for the 
cattle : 

51 For I was afhamed to afk the king footmen, and horfe- 
men, and conduét for fafeguard againft our adverfaries. 

52 For we had faid. unto the king, that the power of the 
Lord our God fhould be with them that feek him, to fupport 
them in all ways. . : 

53 And again we befought our Lord as touching thefe 
things, and found him favourable unto us. : 

54 @ Then I {eparated twelve of the chief of the priefts, Efe- 
brias, and Affanias, and ten men of their brethren with them : 

55 And I weighed them the gold, and the filver, and the 
holy veffels of the houfe of our Lord, which the king, and 
his council, and the princes, and all Ifrael, had given. 

56 And when I had weighed it, I delivered unto them fix 
hundred and fixty talents of filver, and filver veffels of an 
hundred talents, and an hundred talents of gold, 

57 And twenty golden velfels, and twelve veffels of brafs, 
even of fine brafs, glittering like gold. 

58 And I faid unto them, Both ye are holyunto the Lord, 
and the velfels are holy, and the gold and the filver is awow 
unto the Lord, the Lord of our fathers. . 

59 Watch ye, and keep them till ye deliver them to the 
chiet of the pricits and Levites, and to the principal men of 
the families of Ilrael, in Jerufalem, into the chambers of the 
houfe of our God. : 

60 So the priefts and the Levites, who had received the 
filver and the gold and the veflels, brought them unto Jeru- 


falem, into the temple of the Lord. 
61 q And 


ETOCS 

4u Then Tl farveyed them.} Or rather, numbered the pepple and 

the priefts, bur found none of the fons of Levi. 

57 Pelee wffils, &ct.) Heb. Two vefiels. 
G 


62 Unto 


29 Of the fons of Phinces, Gerfon : of the fons of Itha- Before 
mar, Gamael: of the fons of David, Lettus the fon of Se- CHRIST 
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Before 61 @ And from the river Theras we departed the twelfth 
CHRIST day of the fitit month, and came to Jerufalem by the mighty 
457+ hand ofsour Lord, which was with us: and from the begin- 
ning of our journey the Lord delivered us from every enemy, 

and fo we came to Jernfalem. 

62 And when we had been there three days, the gold and 
filver that was weighed was delivered in the houfe of our Lord 
on the fourth day unto Marmoth the prieft the fon of Iri. 

63 And with him was Eleazar the fon of Phinees, and with 
them were Jofabad the fon of Jefuand Moeth the fon of Sab- 
ban, Levites: all was delivered them by number and weight. 

64 And all the weight of them was written up the fame 
hour. . 

65 Moreover they that were come out of the captivity 
offered facrifice unto the ‘Lord God of Ifracl, even twelve 
bullocks for all Ifrael, fourfcore and fixteen rams, 

66 Threefcore and twelve lambs, goats for a peace offer- 
ing, twelve; all of them a facrifice to the Lord. 

67 And they delivered the king’s commandments unto the 
king’s ftewards, and to the governors of Celofyria and Phenice; 
and they honoured the people and the temple of God. 

68 Now when thefe things were done, the rulers came 
unto me, and faid, 

69 The nation of Ifrael, the princes, the priefts and Le- 
vites, have not.put away from them the ftrange people of the 
land, nor the pollutions of the Gentiles, to zei/, of the Ca- 
naanites, Hittites, Pherefites, Jebufites, and the Moabites, 
Egyptians, and Edomites. : 

70 For both they and their fons have married with their 
daughters, and the holy feed is mixed with the ftrange people 
of the land; and from the beginning of this matter the rulers 
and the great men have been partakers of this iniquity. 

71 And as foon as I had heard thefe things, I rent my 
clothes, and the holy garment, and pulled off the hair from 
off my head and beard, and fat me down fad and very heavy. 

2'So all they that were then moved at the word of the 
Lord God of Ifracl affembled unto me, whilft I mourned for 


the iniquity: but I fat ftill full of heavinefs until the evening, 


facrifice. \ 

73 Then rifing up from the faft with my clothes and the 
holy garment rent, and bowing my knees, and ftretching forth 
my hands unto the Lord, ; 

a4. 1 faid, O Lord, I am confounded and afhamed before 
thy face ; 

ae For our fins are multiplied above our heads, and our 
ignorances have reached up unto heaven. 

76 For ever fince the time of our fathers we have been and 
are in great fin, even unto this day. : 

7 And for our fins and our fathers’ we with our brethren 
and our kings and our priefts were given up unto the kings 
of the earth, to the fword, and to captivity, and for a prey 
with fhame, unto this day. Z 

48 And now in fome meafure hath mercy been fhewed 
unto us from thee, O Lord, that there fhould be left usa 
root and a name in the place of thy fanctuary ; ; 

79 And to cifcover unto us a light in the houfe of the Lord 
our God, and to give us food in the time of our fervitude. 

80 Yea, when we were in bondage, we were not forfaken 
of our Lord; but he made us gracious before the kings of 
Perfia, fo that they gave us food; 

84 Yea, and honoured the temple of our Lord, and raifed 
up the defolate Sion, that they have given us a fure abiding in 
Jewry and Jerufalem. i 

82 And now,'O J.ord, what fhall we fay, having thefe 
things? for we have tran{greffed thy commandments, which 
thou gavett by the hand of thy fervants the prophets, faying, 

83 That the land, which ye enter into to poffefs as an he- 
ritage, is a land polluted with the pollutions of the ftrangers 
of the land, and they have filled it with their uncleannefs. 

84 Therefore now thall fe not join your daughters unto 
their fons, neither fhall ye take their daughters unto your fons. 

85 Moreover a fhall never feek to have peace with them, 
that ye may be f{trong, and eat the good things of the land, 
and that ye may leave the inheritance of the land unto your 
children for evermore 

86 And all that is befallen is done unto us for our wicked 
works and great fins: for thou, O Lord, didft make our fins 
Yisht 

"37 And didft give unto us fuch a root: but we have turned 
pack again totranfgrefs thy law, and to mingle ourfelves with 
the uncleannefs of the nations of the land. 

88 Mighteft not thou be angry with us to deftroy us, till 
thou hadit left us neither root, feed, nor name! 


ee — ———————S 


62 Unto Marmoth the pricft the fon of {ri.] Unto Merimoth, the 
fon of Uriah the prieft. 
88 Mightof? thou not be angry, &c.) Or, be not angry, &c. 
- 96 Of all Uracl, &c.] Heb. And all Ifracl, Lara x. 5. 
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89 O Lord of Ifrael, thou art true: for we are left a root Befor 
this day. CHRIS 
go Behold, now are we before thee in our iniquities, for 457+ 
we cannot ftand any longer by reafon of thefe things before 
thee. 
gt And as Efdras in his prayer made his confeffion, weep= 
ing, and lying flat upon the ground before the temple, there 
gathered unto him from Jerufalem a very great multitude of 
men and women and children: for there was great weeping 
among the multitude. i 
g2 F Then Jechonias the fon of Jeelus, one of the fons of 
Ifrael, called out, and faid, O Efdras, we have finned againft 
the Lord God, we have married ({trange women of the nations 
of the land, and now is al] Ifrael aloft. 
93 Let us make an oath to the Lord, that we will put away 
all our wives, which we have taken of the heathen, witn their 
children, 


94 Like as thou haft decreed, and as many as do obey the 
law of the Lord. 

95 Arife, and put in execution: for to thee doth this mat- 
ter appertain, and we will be with thee: do valiantly. 

96 So Efdras arofe, and took an oath of the chief of the 
priefis and Levites of all Itracl todo after thefe things ; and 


CHAP. IX. 
HEN Efdras rifing from the court of the temple went 
to the chamber of Joanan the fon of Eliafib, 

2 And remained there, and did eat no meat nor drink wa- 
ter, mourning for the great iniquities of the multitude. 

3 And there was a proclamation in all Jewry and Jerufalem 
to all them that were of the captivity, that they fhould be 
gathered together at Jerufalem : : 

4 And that whofoever met not there within two or three 
days, according as the elders that bare rule appvinted, their 
cattle fhould be feized to the ufe of the temple, and himfelf 
call ont from them that were of the captivity. 

5 And in three days were all they of the tribe of Judah 
and Renjamin gathered together at Jerufalem the twentieth 
day of the ninth month. 

6 And all the multitude fat trembling in the broad court 
of the temple becaufe of the prefent foul weather. 

7 So Efdras arofe up, and faid unto them, Ye have tranf- 
preffed the law in marrying ftrange wives, thereby to increafe 
the fins of Ifrael. 


8 And now by confefling give glory unto the Lord God 
of our fathers, 


g And do his will, and feparate yourfelves from the heathen 
of the land, and from the ftrange women. 
10 I Then cried the whole multitude, and faid with a loud 


Jo they fware. 


voice, Like as thou haft fpoken, fo will we do. 


at But forafmuch as the people are many, and it is foul 
weather, fo that we cannot ftand without, and this is not 
a work of a day or two, fecing our fin-in thefe things is 
{pread far: 


12 Therefore let the rulers of the multitude flay, and let 


all them of our habitations that have ftrange wives come at 


the time appointed, 
13 And with them the rulers and judges of every place, 
till we turn away the wrath of the Lord trom us for this matter. 

14 § Then Jonathan the fon of Azael and Ezechias the fon 
of Theocanus accordingly took this matter upon them; and 
Mofollam and Levis and Sabbatheus helped them. 

15 And they that were of the captivity did according to all 
thefe things. 

16 And Efdras the prieft chofe unto him the principal men. 
of their families, all by name: and in the firll day of the tenth 
month they fat together to examine the matter. 

17 So-their caufe that held ftrange wives was brought to 
an end in the firft day of the firft month. 

18 @ And the priefts that were come together, and had 
ftrange wives, there were found ; 

19 Of the fons of Jefus the fon of Jofedec, and his brethren; 
Maitthelas, and Eleazar, and Joribus, and Joadanus. 

20 And they gave their hands to put away their wives, and 
to offer rams to make reconcilement for their errors. 

21 And of the fons of Emmer; Ananias, and Zabdeus, 
and Eanes, and Simeius, and Hiereel, and Azarias. 

22 And of the fons of Phaifur; Elionas, Maflias, I{mael, 
and Nathanael, and Ocidclus, and Talfas. 

23 And of the Levites ; Jozabad, and Semis, and Colius, 
who was called Culttas, and Patheus, and Judas, and Jonas. 

24 Of the holy fingers; Eleazurus, Bacchurus. : 
25 OF the porters; Sallumus, and Tolbanes. oo 

2 
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Generat Rerriections on Chap. VIII. ° 
Several noble examples in this chapter prove to us, that they who 
really love God in their hearts, will ftucy to promote his wor- 
thip, and filence the calumnies of guinfayers. 
GOMMENTARY 
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Before 26 OF them of Ifrael, of the fons of Phoros; Hiermas, 41 And he read in the broad court before the holy porch Before 
CHRISTand Eddias, and Melchias, and Maelus, and Eleazar, and from morning unto midday, before both men and women ;CHRIsT 
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Atibias, and Baanias. 

27 Of the fons of Ela; Matthanias, Zacharias, and Hie- 
tielus, and Hieremoth, and Aedias. 

28 And of the fons of Zamoth ; Eliadas, Elifimus, Otho- 
nias, Jarimoth, and Sabatus, and Sardeus. 

29 OF the fons of Bebai; Johannes, and Ananias, and 
Jofabad, and Amatheis. 

go Of the fons of Mani; Olamus, Mamuchus, Jedeus, 
Jafubus, Jafael, and Hieremoth. 

31 And of the fons of Addi; Naathus, and Moofias, La- 
cunus, and Naidus, and Mathanias, and Sefthel, Balnuus, 
and Manaffeas. 

32 And of the fons of Annas; Elionas, and Afeas, and 
Meichias, and Sabbeus, and Simon Chofameus. 

22 And of the fons of Afom; Altaneus, and Matthias, 
and Bannaia, Eliphalat, and Manaffes, and Semei. 

34. And of the fons of Maani; Jeremias, Momdis, Omac- 
rus, Juel, Mabdai, and Pelias, and Anos, Carabafion, and 
Enaftbus, and Mamnitanaimus, Eliafis, Bannus, Eliali. Sa- 
mis, Se'emias, Nathanias: and of the fons of Ozora; Sefic, 
Efril, Azaelus, Samatus, Zambis, Jofephus. 

35 And of the fons of Ethma; Mazitias, Zabadaias, 
Edes, Juel, Banaias. 

36 All thefe had taken ftrange wives, and they put them 
away with their children. 

And the prietts and Levites, and they that were of 
Ifrael, dwelt in Jerufalem, and in the country, in the firft 
day of the feventh month: fo the children of Mrael were in 
their habitations. ; 

38 q And the whole multitude came together with one ac- 
cord into the broad place of the holy porch toward the ealt: 

39 And they fpake unto Efdras the prieit and the reader, 
that he would bring the law of Mofes, that was given of the 
Lord God of Ifrael. 

40 So Efdras the chief prieft brought the !aw unto the 
whole multitude from man to women, and to all the priefis, 
to hear the law in the firit day of the feventh month. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. IX. 


36 They put them away with their children.|_ This being in many 
refpedts inconfiftent with the Jewith law, which inculcates mercy 
and compaffion, thews, that the Jews were in thofe days very 
ignorant and degenerated. 

49 Ther fpake Attharates, &c.\ Then Nehemiah, and Ezra the 








and all the multitude gave heed umo the law. 
42 And Efdras the prieft and reader of the law flood up 
upon a pulpit of wood, which was made for that purpoje. 
43 And there flood up by him Matrathias, Seminus, Ana- 
use Azarias, Urias, Ezecias, Balafamus, upon their right 
nand ; 

44 And upon his left hand flood Phaldaius, Mifael, Mel- 
chias, Lothafubus, and Nabarias. 

45 Vhen took f-fdras the book of the law before the mul- 
titude : for he fat honourably in the firft place in the fight of 
them all. ‘ 7 

46 And when he opened the law, they ftood all flraight 
up. So Efdras bleifed the Lord God moft High, the God 
ot hofts, Almighty. ; 

47 And all the people anfwered, Amen; and lifting up 
their hands they fell to the ground, and worthipped the 
Lord. 

48 Alfo Jefus, Anus, Sarabias, Adinus, Jacnbus, Sabateas, 
Auteas, Maianeas, and Calitas, Azarias, and Joazabdus, and 
Ananias, Biatas, the Levites, tanght the law of the Lord, 
making them withal to underftand it. 

49 § Then fpake Attharates unto Efdras the chief prieft 
and reader, and to the Levites that taught the multitude, 
cven to all, faying, : 

50 This day is holy unto the Lord; (for they all wept 
when they heard the law :) 

5t Gothen, and eat the fat, and drink the fweet, and fend 
part to them that have nothing; 

52 For this day is holy unto the Lord: and be not for- 
rowlul; for the Lord will bring you ta honour, 

53 So the Levires publifhed all things to the people, fay- 
ing, This day is holy to the Lord; be not forrowful, 

$4 Then went they their way, every one to eat and drink, 
and make merry, and to give partto them that had nothing, 
and to make great chear ; 

55 Becaute they underitood the words wherein they were 
inftruéted, and for the which they had been affembled. 


_——— 
pricit and fcribe, and the Levites thar inttructed the people, faid, 
&c. Neh. viii. 9. 

Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. IX. 

Ic is our duty, when we live under rigorous laws, to regulate all 
ovr aétions by a principle of humanity; and fo far to imitate the 
Divine Being, as to temper the ftricteft juilice with mercy and 
compaffion. 
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CHAP. I. 


Saraias, the fon of Azarias, the fon of Helchias, the 





zz All the nations have I deftroyed before them, and in 


of Tyrus and Sidon, and have flain all their enemies. 


T's: fecond book of the prophet Efdras, the fon of | the eaft I have feautered the people of two provinces, even 


fon of Sadamias, the fon of Sadoc, the fon of 
Achitob, 

2 The fon of Achias, the fon of Phinees, the fon of Heli, 

the fon of Amarias, the fon of Aziel, the fon of Marimoth, 


the fon of Arna, the fon of Ozias, the fon of Borith, the 


fon of Abifei, the fon of Phinees, the fon of Eleazar, 

3 The fon of Aaron, of the tribe of Levi; which was 
captive in the land of the Medes, in the reign of Artaxerxes 
king of the Periians. 

4 And the word of the Lord came unto me, faying, 

5 Go thy way, and fhew my people their finful deeds, and 
their children their wickednels which they have done againtt 
me; that they may tell their children’s children : 

6 Becaule the fins of their fathers are increafed in them: 
for they have forgotten me, and haveoffered unto ftrange gods. 

7 Am not I even he that brought then out of the land of 
Egypt, from the houfe of bondage ? but they have provoked 
me unto wrath, and defpifed my countels. 

8 Pull thou off then the hair of thy head, and caft all evil 
upon them, for they have not been obedient unto my law, 
but it is a rebellious people. 

9g How long fhall I forbear them, unto whom I have done 
fo much good? 

to Many kings have I defiroyed for their fakes; Pharaoh 
with his fervants and all his power have! {mitten down. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP,.1. 
5 Go thy way, and fhew my people, &c.]  Eldras is ordered, in 
this chapter, to fet before the people their numberizfs fins, ini- 


“ r2 Speak thou therefore unto them, Saying, Thus faith 
the Lord, 

13 I led you through the fea, and in the beginning gave 
yon a large and fafe pailage ; I gave you Mofes for a leader, 
and Aaron for a pfieit. 

x4. I gave you tight in a pillar of fire, and great wonders 
have L done among you; yet have ye forgotten me, faith the 
Lord. . ‘ 

1g Thus faidh the Almighty Lord, The quails @ere as a 
token to you; I gave you tents for your faféguard : never- 
thelefs ye murmured there, 

16 And triumphed not in my name for the deflruftion of 
your enemies, but ever to this day do ye yet murmur. 


17 Whereare the benefits that [have done for you? when © 


ye were hungry and thirfly in the wildernefs, did ye not cry 
unto me, 

18 Saying, Why haft thou brought us into this wildernefs 
to killus ? at had been better for us to have ferved the Egyps 
tians, than to die in this wildernefs. ; 

19 Then had I pity upon your mournings, and gave you 
manna toeat; fo ye did eat angels’ bread. 

20 When ye were thirfty, did I not cleave the rock, and 
waters flowed out to your fill? for the heat 1 covered you 
with the leaves of the trees. : 

21 Idivided ainong you a fruitful land, I caft out the Ca- 

naanites, 


atc 
guities, and idolatries, which far exceeded thofe of their forefa- 
thers ; and alfo to denounce God's judgments again them, in cafe 
they till continued hardened and impenitent. 
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naanites, the Pherezites, and the Philiftincs, before you: what 
fhall I yet do more for you? faith the Lord. ; 

22 Thus faith the Almighty Lord, When ye were in the 
wildernefs, in the river of the Amorities, being athirft, and 
blafpheming my name, oe as 

23, 1 gave you not fire for your blafphemies, but caft a tree 
in the water, and made the river fweet. 

24. What fhall I do_unto thee, O Jacob? thou, Juda, 
wouldeft not obey me: I will turn me to other nations, and 
unto thofe will I give my name, that they may keep my 
ftatutes. . 

2s Seeing ye have forfaken me, I will forfake you alfo; 
when ye defire me to be gracious unto you, I fhall have no 
mercy upon you. 

26 Whenfuever ye fhall call upon me, I will not hear you: 
for ye have defiled your hands with blood, and your feet are 
{wift to commit manflaughter. 

27 Ye have not as it .were forfaken me, but your own 


felves, faith the Lord. 


28 Thus faith the Almighty Lord, Have I not prayed you. 
-as a father his fons, asa mother her daughters, and a nurfe 


her young babes, 
29 That ye would be my people, and I fhould be your 


God; that ye would be my children, and I fhould be your 
father?: 


30 I gathered you together, as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under fer -wings: but now, what fhall I dounto you? I will 
caft you. out from my face. : 

31 When ye offer unto’me, I will turn my face from you: 
for yoyr folemn feaftdays, your new moons, and your circum- 
cifions, have I forfaken. - 

21 fent unto you my fervants the prophets, whom ye 
have taken and flain, and torn their bodies in pieces, whofe 
blood I will require of ‘your hands, faith the Lord. 

3 Thus faith the Almighty Lard, Your houfe is defolate, 


* T will calt you out as the wind doth ftubble. 


- 34. And yoiir children thajl not be fruitful; for they have 
defpifed my commandment, and done the thing that is evil 
before me. x 


5 Your houfes will I give to a people that fhall come; 


which not having heard of me yet hall believe me; to whom 
I have fhewed no figns, yet they fhall do that which I have 
commanded them. 

g6 They have feen ino prophets, yet they fhall call their fins 
to remembiance, and acknowledge them. 

37 I take to witnefs the grace of the people to come, 
whofe little ones rejoice in gladnefs: and though they have 
not feen me with bodily eyes, yet in {pirit they believe the 
‘thing that I fay. . 

38 And now brother, behold what glory; and fee the peo~ 
ple that come fromr the eaft: 

39 Unto whom I will give for leaders, Abraham, Ifaac, and 
Jacob, Ofeas, Amos, and Micheas, Joel, Abdias, and Jonas, 

40 Nahum, and Abucuc, Sophonias, Aggeus, Zachary, 
and Malachy,, which is called alfo an angel of the Lord. 

, CHAP. I. 
HUS faith the Lord, I brought this people out of 
bondage, and J gave them my commandments by my 


‘fervants the prophets ; whom they would not hear, but de- 
{pifed by counfels. 


2 The-mother that bare them faja unto them, Go your 
way, ye children; for lama widow and forfaken. 

2 LT brought you up with gladnefs; but with forrow and 
heavinefs have I loft you :: for ye have finned before the Lorp 
your God, and done that thing that is evil before him. 
> 4 But what fhall I now,do unto you? I am a widow and 
forfaken: go your way, O my children, and afk mercy of the 
Lorp. 

5 As for me, O father, I call upon thee for a witnefs over 
the «mother of thefe children, which would not keep my 
covenant, 

6 That thou bring them to confufion, and their mother to 
a fpoil, that there may be no offspring of them. 

Let them be f{cattered abroad among the heathen, let 


‘their, names be put out of the earth: for they have defpifed 


my covenant. : 
‘8 Woe be unto thee, Affur, thou that hidedft the unrigh- 


teous in thee! O thou wicked people, remember what I did 


unto Sodom and Gomorrah; . 
g Whofe land lieth in clods of pitch and heaps of afhes: 
‘even fo alfo will Ido unto them that hear me not, faith the 


Almighty Lord. 
pene Ce TS a ED 


22 In the river of the Amorites, &c.] i.¢. At the bitter waters, 
or waters of Marah: fee Exod. xv. 23. 


Gewerat Rerrectrons on Chap. I. 
Tt may from hence be inferred, that apoftafy from God, after repeat- 
ed mercies beftowed, is a very heinous crime, and, without re- 


Oe = * 
ESDRAS. ~ 


to Thus faith the Lord unio Efdras, Tell my people that 
I will give them the kingdom of Jerufalem, which I would 
have given unto Ifrael. 

11 Their glory alfo will J take unto me, and give thefe 
the everlafting tabernacles, which I had prepared for them. 

12 They fhall have the tree of life for an ointment of fweet 
favour ; they fhall neither labour, nor be weary. 

13 Go, and ye fhall receive; pray for few days unto you, 
that they may be fhortencd: the kingdom is already prepared 
for you: watch. ‘ 

14 Take heaven and earth to witnefs; for I have broken 
the evil in pieces, and created the good: for I live, faith 
the Lord. 

15 Mother, embrace thy children, and bring them up with 
gladnefs, make their fect as faftasa pillar: for I have cholen 
thee, faith the Lord. 

16 And thofe that be dead will T raife up again from their 
places, and bring them out of the graves: for | have known 
my name in frail. 


17 Fear not, thou mother of the children: for I have 


! choten thee, faith the Lord. 


18 For thy help will I fend my fervants Efay and Jeremy. 
after whofe counicl I have fanétified and prepared fur tnce 
twelve trees laden with divers fruits. 

1g And as many fountains flowing with milk and honey, 
and feven mighty mountains, whereupon there grow roles 
and lilies, whereby I will fill thy children with joy. 

20 Do right to the widow, jtdge for the fatherlefs, give to 
the poor, defend the orphan, clothe the naked, 

e1 Heal the broken and the weak, langh not a lame man 
to feorn, defend the marmed, and let the blind man come 
into the fight of my clearnefs. 

22 Keep the old and young within thy walls. 

23 Wherefoever thon findelt the dead, take them and bury 
them, and I] will give thee the firlt place in my refurreétion. 

24 Abide till, O my people, and take thy ret, for thy 
quictne(s fhall come. 

; 25 Nourith thy cluldren, O thou good nurfe; flablith their 
cet. 

26 As for the fervants whoin I have given thee, there {hail 
not onc of then perith; for I will require them from among 
thy number. , 

27 Be not weary: for when the day of trouble and heavi- 
nefs cometh, others fhall weep and be forrowtul, but thor 
fhalt be merry and have abundance. 

28 The heathen fhall envy thee, but they fhall be able to 
do nothing againit thee, faith the Lord. 

_ 29 My hands fhatl’cover thee, fo that thy children fhall 
not {ee hell. 

30 Be joyful, O thou mother, with thy children ; for I will 
deliver thee, faith the Lord. 

31 Remember thy children that fleep, for I fhall bring 
them out of the fides of the earth, and Mew mercy unto thems: 
for lam merciful, faith the Lord Almighty. ~ 

32 Embrace thy children until come and fhew mercy un- 
to them: far my wells run over, and my grace fhall not fail. 

33 I Efdras received a charge of the Lord upon the mount 
Oreb, that I fhould go unto Jfrael; but when I came unto 
thein, they fet me at nonght, and defpifed the commandment 
of the Lord. ‘ 

34 And therefore I fay unto you, O ye heathen, that hear 
and underftand, look for your Shepherd, he fhall give you 
everlafting reft ; for he is nigh at hand, that fhall come in 
the end of the world. ; 

Be ready to the reward of the kingdom, for the ever- 
lafting light fhall fhine’ upon you for evermore. 

36 Flee the fhadow of this world, receive the joyfulnefs 
of your glory: I teftify my Saviour openly. 

a7 O receive the gift that Js given you, and be glad, giving 
thanks unto him that hath called you to the heavenly kingdom. 

38 Arife up and ftand, behold the number of thofe that 
be fealed in the fealt of the Lord ; . 

39 Which are departed trom the fhadow of the world, and 
have received glorious garments of the Lord. 

4@ Take thy number, O Sion, and fhut up thofe of thine 
ne are clothed in white, which have fulfilled the law of the 

ord. 

41 The ndmber of thy children, whom thou longedit fur, 
is fulfilled ; befeech the power of the Lord, that thy people, 
which have been called from the beginning, may be hallowed. 


42 1 Efdras faw upon the mount Sion a great people, 
whom 


rere 
pentance, will draw down his heavieft judgments upon finners. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IL IT. 
WI. 7 My cowenant.j] Or, my facrament, or oath, 
16 J have known i, name in Irac!\) Ors thy name, O Ifrael. 


32 «dnd fbew mercy, &C.} Or preach. 
4. WIL 19 ad 


Apocrypha, 





Apocrypha. . 


cE I could not number, arid they all praifed the Lord with 
fongs. : 
43 And in the midft of them there was a young man of a 
high ftature, taller than all the reft, and upon every one of 
their heads he fet crowns, and was mote exalted ; which I 
marvelled at greatly. 

44 So I afked the angel, and faid, Sir, what are thefe? 

45 He anfwered and faid unto me, Thefe be they that have 
put off the mortal clothing, and put on the immortal, and 
have confeffed the name of God: now are they crowned, and 
receive palms. 

46 Then faid I-unto the angel, What young perfon is it 
that crowneth them, and giveth them palms in their hands? 

47 So he anfwered and faid unto me, It is the Son of God, 
whom they have confeffed in the world. Then began I greatly 
to commend them that ftood fo ftiffly for the name of the Lord. 

48 Then the angel faid unto me, Go thy way, and tell 
my people what manner of things, and how great wonders of 
the Lord thy God, thou haft feen. 

CHAP. Hl. 

N the thirtieth year after the ruin of the city I was in 

Babylon, and lay troubled upon my bed, and my thoughts 
came up over my heart : 

2 For I {aw the defolation of Sion, and the wealth of them 
that dwelt at Babylon. 

And my {pirit was fore moved, fo that I began to fpeak 
words full of fear to the Moft High, and faid, 

4 O Lord, who beareft rule, thou fpake(t at the beginning, 
when thou didit plant the earth, and that thyfelf alone, and 
commandedtt the people, : 

And gavelt a body unto Adam without foul, which was 
the workmanfhip of thine hands, and didft breathe into him 
the breath of life, and he was made living before thee. 

6 And thou leddeft him into paradife, which thy right hand 
had planted, before ever the earth came forward.: 

7 And unto him thou gaveft commandment to love thy 
way: which he tranfgreifed, and immediately thou appointedit 
‘death in him and in his generations, of whom came nations, 
tribes, people, and kindreds, out of number. 

8 And every people walked after their own will, and did 
wonderful things before thee, and defpifed thy commandments. 

g And again in procefs of time thou bronghteft the flood 
upon thofe that dwelt in the world, and deftroyedt them. 

10 And it came to pafs in every of them, that as death 
was to Adam, fo was the flood to thefe. 

11 Neverthelefs one of them thou lefteft, namely, Noah 
with his houfhold, of whom came all riyhteous men. 

12 And it happened, that when they that dwelt upon the 
earth began to multiply, and had gotten them many children, 
and were a great people, they began again to be more ungodly 
than the firlt. 

13, Now when they lived fo wickedly before thee, thou 
didf choofe thee a man from among them, whofe name was 
Abraham. 

14 Him thou lovedft, and unto him only thou thewedft 
thy will: : 

15 And’ madeit an everlafting covenant with him, pro- 
mifing him that thou wouldft never forfake his feed. 

16 And unto him thon gavelt Ifaac, and unto Hfaac alfo 
thou gavelt Jacob and Efan. As for Jacob, thou didft choofe 
‘him to thee, and put by Kfau: and fo Jacob became a great 
multitude. 

17 And it came to pafs, that when thou leddeft his feed 
out of Egypt, thou broughtelt them up to the mount Sinai. 

x8 And bowing the heavens, thou didft fer faft the carth, 
moved{t the whole werld, and madelt the depths to tremble, 
and troubledit the men of that age. 

1g And thy glory went through four gates, of fire, and of 
earthquake, and of wind, and_of cold; that thou mightelt 
give the law unto the feed of Jacob, and diligence unto the 
generation of Ifrael. 

20 And yet tookelt thou not away from them a wicked 
heart, that thy law might bring forth fruit in them. 

ax For the firft Adam bearing a wicked heart tranfgreffed, 
and was overcome ; and fo be all they that are born of him. 

22 Thus infirmity was made permanent; and the law (alfo) 
in the heart of the people with the malignity of the root; fo 
that the good departed away and the evil abode ftill. 

23 Sothe times paffed away, and the years were brought to 
anend: then didft thou raife thee up a fervant, called David: 
TT 

IL. 19 And diligence unto the generation of Lfrael.} Or, and to 
all the generations ot Ifrael, that they fhould keep it with diligence. 

30—36 For I have feen, &c.] ‘The calling in queftion the wifdom 
and goodnefs of God, in thefe verfes, and the juttifying the Ifraelites 
above others, thews that this hook was not written by an infpired 
penman, who would have fpoken in a more humble ftrain. 


Genera ReFLectTrons on Chap. IT. Il. 


In the former of thefe chapters we are taught, that to be of a mere 
Ne, 75+ 


CHAP. III. 





IV. 

24. Whom thou commiaridedit to build a city unto thy 
name, and to offer incenfe and oblations unto thee therein. 

_2§ When this was done many years, then they that irnha- 
bited the city forfook thee. 

26 And in,all things did even 4s Adam and all his gene- 
rations had nene: for they alfo had a wicked heart : 

27 And fo thou gaveft thy city over ifito the hands of thine 
enemits. 

28 Are their deeds then any bettet that inhabit Babylon, 
thai they fhould therefore have the dominion over Sion ? 

29 For when I camethither; and had feen impieties with- 
out number, then my foul faw many evildoers it this thirtieth 
year, fo that my heart failed me. 

o For I have feeh how thou fufferéft then finning, and 
haft {pared wicked doers: and haft deftroyed thy people, and 
haft Pees thine enemies, and haft not fignified ir. 

gt I donot remember how tiiis way may be left : t 
then of Babylon better than they of Sion ” pre 

32 Or is there any other people that knoweth tlice befide 
Ifrael? or what generation hath fo believed thy covenants ag 
Jacob ? 

33 And yet their reward appeareth not, and their labour 
hath no fruit: for I have gone here and there through the 
heathen, and I fee that they flow in wealth, and think not 
upon thy commandments. ; 

34. Weigh. thou therefore our wickedhefs how in the ba- 


lance; and their’s alfo that dwell in the world; and fo fhally - 


thy name no where be found but in Ifrael. 

35 Or when was it that they which dwell uponsthe earth 
have not finned in thy fight ? or what people have’ fo kept 
thy commandments ? 

36 Thou fhalt find that Hracl by name hath kept thy pre- 
cepts but not the heathen. ‘ ‘ . 
CHAP. IV. 

ND the angel that was fent unto me, whofe name ‘was 
Uriel, gave mean anfwer. 

2 And faid, Thy heart hath gone too farin this world, and 
thinkeft thou to comprehend thé way of the Moft High? 

3 Then faid I, Yea, my lord. And he anfwered me, and 
faid, I am fent to fhew thee thre@ways, and to fet forth three 
fimilitudes before thee : 


4. Whereof if thou canft declare me one, I will fhew thee . 
alfo the way that thou defireft to fee, and ¥ fhall fhew thee 


from whence the wicked heart cometh: 

5 And I faid, Tell on, my lord. Then faid he unto me, 
Go thy way, weigh me the weight of the fire, or meafure mé 
the blaft of the wind, or call me again the day that is paft. 

6 Then anfwered I and faid, What man is able to do that, 
that thou fhouldeft afk fuch things of me? + 

7 And he faid unto me, If I fhould afk thee how great 
dwellings are in the midft of the fea, or how many fprings 
are in the beginning of the deep, or how many fprings are 
above the firmament, or which are the outgoings of paradife = 

8 Peradventure thou wouldeft fay unto me, I never went 
down into the deep, nor as yet into hell, neither did I ever 
climb up into heaven. . 

g Neverthelefs now have I afked thee but only of the fire 
and wind, and of the day wherethrough thou haft paffed, and 
of things from which thou canft not be feparated, and yet 
canft thou give me no anfwer of them. 

10 He faid moreover unto me, Thine own things, and 
fuch as are grown up with thee, canft thou not know ; 

11 How thould thy veffel then be able to comprehend the 
way of the Higheft, and the world being now outwardly cor- 
rupted, to underftand the corruption that is evident in my 
fight ? 

12 Then faid I unto him, It were better that we were not 
atall, than that we fhould live flill in wickedneds, and to 
fuffer, and not to know wherefore. 

13 He anfwered me, and faid, I went into a foreft into a 
plain, and the trees took counfel, on 

14 And faid, Come, let us go and make war againft the 
fea, that it may depart away before us, and that we may make 
us more woods. 

15 The floods of the fea alfo in like manner took counfel, 
and faid, Come, let us go up and fubdue the woods of the 
plain, that there allo we may make us another country. 

16 The thought of the wood was in vain, forthe fre came 
and confumed it. 

17 The 


LD, 
ciful and compaffionate fpirit, is well pleafing to God; and by the 
errors contained in the Jatter, we arc Ied to prize the facred fcrip~ 
tures above all human compofitions. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IV.V. 

IV. 1 And the angel that was fent unto me, &c.} The prophet 
having fpoken too haitily, the angel was ordered to reprove him for 
endeavouring to comprehend divine mytteries, which were above the 


reach of human underftanding, ; 
: V. 1 Nevers 
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17 The thought of the floods of the fea came likewife to 
nought, for the fand ftood up and {topped them. 

18 If thou wert judge now betwixt thefe two whom wouldeft 
thou begin to juflify or whom wouldeft thou condemn? 

19 L anfwered and faid, -Verily it is a foolifh thought that 
they both have devifed, for the ground is given unto the wood, 
and the fea alfo hath his place to bear his floods. 

20 Then anfwered he me, and faid, Thou haft given a 
right judgment, but why judgeft thou not thyfelf alfo? 

21 For like as the ground is given unto the wood, and the 
fea to his floods: even fo they that dwell upon the earth may 
underftand nothing but that which is upon the earth: and 
he that dwelleth upon the heavens may only underftand the 
things that are above the height of the heavens. 

22 Then anfwered I and faid, I befecch thee, O Lord, let 
me have underftanding : . 

23 For it was not my mind to be curious of the high 
things, but of fuch as pafs by us daily, namely, wherefore 
Ifrael is given up asa reproach to the heathen, and for what 
caufe the people whom thon haft loved is given over unto 
ungodly nations, and why the Jaw of our forefathers is 
" brought to nought, and the written covenants come to none 
effect 

24 And we pafs away out of the world as grafhoppers ; 
and our life is aftonifhment and fear, and we are not worthy 
to obtain mercy. 

25 What will he then do unto his name whereby we are 
called? of thefe things have I afked. 

26 Then anfwered he me, and faid, The more thou 
fearcheft, the more thou fhalt marvel; for the world hafteth 
faft to pafs away, . 

297 And cannot comprehend the things that are promifed 
to the righteous in time to come: for this world is full of 
unrighteoufnefs and infirmities. 

28 But as concerning the things whercof thou afkeft me, 
I will tell thee; for the evil is fown, but the deftruCtion 
thereof is not yet come. 

29 If therefore that which is fown be not turned upfide 
down, and if the place where the evil is fown pafs not away, 
then cannot it come that is fown with good. 

30 For the grain of evil feed hath been fown in the heart 
of Adam from the beginning, and how much ungodlinefs 
hath it brought up unto this time? and how much fhall it yet 
bring forth until the time of threfhing come? 

31 Ponder now by thyfelf, how great fruit of wickednefs 
the grain of evil feed hath brought forth. 

32 And when the ears fhall be cut down, which are with- 
out number, how great a floor fhall they fill. 

33 Then I anfwered and faid, How, and when fhall thefe 
things come to pafs? wherefore are our years few and evil? 

4 And he anfwered me, faying, Do nor thou haften above 
the Molt Highe(t: for thy hafte is in vain to be above him, 
for thou haft much exceeded. 

35 Did not the fouls alfo of the righteous afk queftion of 
thefe things in their chambers, faying, How long fhall I hope 
on this fafhion? when cometh the fruit of the floor of our 
reward ? 

36 And unto thefe things Uriel the archangel gave them 
anfwer, and faid, Even when the number of feeds ts filled in 
you: for he hath weighed the world in the balance. 

37 By meafure hath he meafured the times, and by number 
hath he numbered the times; and he doth not move nor {tir 
them, until the faid meafure be fulfilled. 

38 Then anfwered I and faid, O Lord that beareft rule, 
even we all are full of impiety. 

39 And for our fakes peradventure it is that the floors of 
the righteous are not filled, becaufe of the fins of them that 
dwell upon the earth. 

40 So he anfwered me, and faid, Go thy way toa woman 
with child, and afk of her when fhe hath fulfilled her nine 
months, if her womb may keep the birth any longer within 
her. 

41 Then faid I, No, Lord, that can fhe not. And he faid 
unto me, In the grave the chambers of fouls are like the 
womb of a woman. 

4.2 For like as a woman that travailcth maketh hafte to 
efcape the neceffity of the travail: even fo do thefe places 
hafte to deliver thofe things that are committed unto them. 

43 From the beginning, look, what thou defireft to fee, it 
fhall be fhewed thee. 

44 Then anfwered I and faid, If I have found favour in 
thy fight, and if it be poffible, and if I be meet therefore, 

45 Shew me then whether there be more to come than is 
patt, or more paft than is to come. ‘ 

46 What is paft I know, but what is for to come I know 
not. 


SP Seen, 


V. 1 Neverthele/s as concerning the tokens.] Juftice and truth being 
wholly banifhed from the land, God gives warning of approaching 
vengeance for fin, 4 



















47 And he faid unto me, Stand up upon the right fide, and 
I thall expound the fimilitude unto thee. 

48 Sol ftood, and faw, and behold, an hot burning oven 
paffed by before me: and it happened, that when the fame 
was gone by I looked, and, behold, the fmoke remained ftill. 

49 After this there paffed by before me a watery cloud, 
and fent down much rain with a form; and when the ftormy 
rain was paft, the drops remained fill. : 

50 Then faid he unto me, Confider with thyfelf; as the 
rain is more than the drops, and as the fire is greater than the 
finoke ; but the drops and the fmoke remain behind: fo the 
quantity which is paft did more exceed. 

5t Then I prayed, and faid, May I live, thinkeft thou, until 
that time? or what fhall happen in thofe days? 

52 He anfwered me, and faid, As for the tokens whereof 
thou afkeft me, I may tell thee of them in part: but as touch- 
ing thy life, Lam not fent to thew thee; for I do not know it. 


CHAP. V. 
NE EEL Ess as concerning the tokens, behold, 
the days fhall come, that they which dwell upon the 


earth fhall be taken ina great number, and the way of truth 
fhall be hidden, and the land fhall be barren of faith. 

2. But iniquity fhall be increafed above that which now thou 
feeft, or that thou haft heard long ago. 

3 And the land, chat thou feet now to have root, fhalt thou 
fee walted fuddenly. 

4 But if the Moft High grant thee to live, thon fhalt fee 
after the third trumpet that the fun fhall fuddenly fhine again 
in the night, and the moon thrice in the day: 

5 And blood fhall drop out of wood, and the ftone fhall 
give his voice, and the peuple fhall be troubled : 

6 And even he fhall rule, whom they look not for that 
dwell upon the earth, and the fowls fhall take their flighe 
away together : 

7 And the Sodomitifh fea fhall caft out fith, and make a 
noife in the night, which many have not known: but they 
fhal} hear the voice thereof. 

8 There fhall be a confufion alfo in many places, and the 
fire fhall be oft fent out again, and the wild beafts thall change 
their place, and menftruous women {hall bring forth monflers. 

g And fait waters fhall be found in the fweet, and all 
friends fhall deftroy one another ; then fhall wit hide itfelf, 
and underftanding withdraw itlelf into his fecret chamber, 

10 And fhall be fought of many, and yet not be found = 
then fhall unrighteoufnefs and incontinency be multiplied 
upon earth. 

rr One land ‘alfo fhall afk another, and fay, Is righte- 
oufnefs that maketh a man righteous gone through thee? 
And it fhall fay, No. 

12 At the fame time fhall men hope, but nothing obtain: 
they fhall Iabour, but their ways fhall not profper. 

13 To fhew thee fuch tokens I have leave; and if thou 
wilt pray again, and weep as now, and faft feven days, thou 
Shalt hear yet greater things. 

14. Then I awaked and an extreme fearfulnefs went through 
all my body, and my mind was troubled, fo that it fainted. 

15 So the angel that was come to talk with me held me, 
comforted me, and fet me upon my feet. 

16 And in the fecond night it came to pafs, that Salathiel 
the captain of the people came unto me, faying, Where haft 
thou been? and why is thy countenance fo heavy? 

17 Knoweft thou not that Ifracl is committed unto thee 
in the land of their captivity? 

x8 Up then, and eat bread, and forfake us not, as the fhep- 
herd that leaveth his flock in the hands of cruel wolves. 

19 Then faid 1 unto him, Go thy ways from me, and 
come not nigh me. And he heard what I faid, and went 
from me. 

20 And fo I fafted feven days, mourning aud weeping, 
like as Uriel the angel commanded me. 

21 And after feven days fo it was, that the thoughts of my 
heart were very grievous unto me again, 

22 And my foul recovered the fpirit of uaderftanding, and 
I began to talk with the Moft High again, 

23 And faic, O Lord that bearcit rule, of every wood of the 
earth, and of all the trees thereof, thou haft chofen thee one 
only vine: 

24 And of all lands of the whole world thou haft chofen 
thee one pit: and of all the fowers thereof one lily: 

25 And of all the depth of the fea thou haft filled thee 
one river: and of all builded cities thou haft hallowed Sion 
unto thyfelf: : 

26 And of all the fowls that are created thou haft named 
thee one dove: and of all the cattle that are made thou haft 
provided thee one fheep : 

27 And 


er 
They which devell upon the earth, fhall be taken in great number, 


&c.] Or, thall be found with great wealth. 


12 Not profper, &c.| Be directed. 28 And 
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27 And among all the multitudes of the people thou haft 
gotten thee one people: and unto this people, whom thou 


lovedit, thou gaveft a law that is approved of all. 


28 And now, O Lord, why haft thou given this one people 
over unto many? and upon the one root haft thou prepared ff 
others, and why haft thou fcattered thy only one people 


among many ? 


29 And they which did gainfay thy promifes, and believed § 


not thy covenants, have tredden them down. 

30 If thou didft fo much hate thy people, yet fhouldeft 
thou punifh them with thine own hands. 

31 Now when I had fpoken thefe words, the angel that 
came to me the night afore was fent unto me, 


32 And faid unto me, Hear me, and I will inftru@ thee; § : 


hearken to the thing that I fay, and I will tell thee more. 


33 And I faid, Speak on, my Lord. Then faid be unto 
me, Thou art fore troubled in mind for Hrael’s fake: loveit 


thou that people better than he that made them? 


34 And] faid, No, Lord: but of very gricf have I fpoken: 
for my reins pain me every hour, while I labour to compre- 
hend the way of the Moft High, and to feek out part of his 


And I faid, 
Wherefore, Lord? whereunto was I born then? or why § 
was ic! my mother’s womb then my grave, that I might not | 
have teen che travail of Jacob, and the wearifome toil of the ff 


judgment. 
35 And le faid unto me, Thou canft not. 


flock of } frael ? 


36 And he faid unto me, Number me the things that are ff 
not yet come, gatl.er me together the drops that are {cattered 


abroad, make me the flowers green again that are withered, 


37 Open me the places that are clofed, and bring me forth § 
the winds :hat in them are fhut up, fhew me the image of a Ff 
voice: and then I will declare to thee the thing that thou Ff 


laboureft to know. 


38 And I faid, O Lord that beareft rule, who may know §f 


thefe things, but he that hath not his dwelling with men? 


thefe things whereof thou afkeft me? 


unto my people. 


them that be referved till the end: and what fhall they do 


fhall come after us? 
42 And he faid unto me, Ff will liken my judgment unto a 
ring: like as there is no flacknefs of the lait, even fo there 


is no fwiftnefs of the firft. 


43 Sol anfwered and faid, Couldeft thou not make thofe 4 


that have been made, and be now, and that are for to come, 
at once; that thou mighteft fhew thy judgment the fooner ? 

44. Then anfwered he me, and faid, The creature may not 
halte above the maker; neither may the world hold them at 
once that fhall be created therein. 

45 And I faid, As thou hait faid unto thy fervant, that 
thou, which giveft life to all, halt given life at once to the 
creature that thou haft created, and the creature bare it: even 
fo it might now alfo bear them that now be prefent at once. 


46 And he faid unto me, Afk the womb of a woman, and + 
fay unto her, If thou bringeft forth children, why doft thou § 
it not together, but one after another? pray her therefore to i 


bring forth ten children at once. 
47 And I faid, She cannot: but muft do it by diftance 


cf fh 
Or time. 


48 Then faid he unto me, Even fo have I given the womb § 


of the earth to thofe that be fown in it in their times. 
For like as a young child may not bring forth the 


things that belong to the aged, even fo have I difpofed the BF 


world which I created. 


50 And J afked, and faid, Secing thou haft now given me i 


the way, I will proceed to {peak before thee: for our mother, 


of whom thou haft told me that fhe is young draweth now 4 


nigh unto age. 


5t Hean{wered me, and faid, Afk a woman that beareth A 


children, and the fhall tell thee. 
2 Say unto her, Wherefore are not they whom thou 


hait now brought forth like thofe that were before, but lefs f 


of ftature ? 


53 And fhe fhall anfwer thee, They that be born in the f 





28 And upon the one raot, &c.] Or, over one root. 
38 But he that hath not, &c.) See Dan. ii, 11. 
Generaut REFLECTIONS on Chap. IV. V. 
We fhould learn, under all kinds of tribulation, to rely on the mercy 


and goodnefs of the Almighty; then may we fmile when deftruc- 


tinn cometh, and behold without terror the wide-watting pefti- 


 Ience that walketh in darknefs, and the devaftations of the {word j 


that deftroyeth at nooneday. 


C HAP. VI. 


thy creature, 


Apocrypha. 


flrength of youth are of one fathion, and they that are born 
in the time of age, when the womb faileth, are otherwife. 
54 Confider thou therefore alfo, how that ye are lefs of 
flature than thofe that were before you. 
55 And fo are they that come after you lefs than ye, as 


8 the creatures which now begin to be old, and have paffed 


over the flrength of youth. 
56 Then faid I, “Lord, I befeech thee, if I have found 
favour in thy fight, fhew thy fervant by whom thou vifitett 


CHAP. VI. 
ND he faid unto me, In the beginning, when the earth 
was made, before the borders of the world ftood, or 
ever the winds blew, 
2 Before it thundered and lightened, or ever the founda- 


tions of paradife were laid, 
3 Belore the fair flowers were feen, or ever the moveable 


¥ powers were cftzblifhed, before the innumerable multitude 
u# of angels were gathered together, 


4 Or ever the heights of the air were lifted, before the 


§ meafures of the firmament were named, or ever the inven- 
i tions of them were named, or ever the chimneys in Sion 
were hor, 


5 And ere the prefent years were fought out, and or ever 


f the inventions of them that now fin were turned, before they 
were fealed that have gathered faith fora treafure: 


6 Thendid I confider thefe things, and they all were made 


through me alone, and through none other: by me alfo they 
fhall be ended, and by none other. 


7 Yhen anfwered I and faid, What fhall be the parting 


AH ofunder of the times? or when fhall be the end of the firlt, 
and the beginning of it that followeth ? 


8 And he faid unto me, From Abraham unto Haac: when 


Jacob and Efau were born of him, Jacob’s hand held firft 
the heel of Efeu. 


9 For Efau is the end of the world, and Jacob is the be- 


39 As for me, I am unwife: how may I then fpeak of YE ginning of it that followeth. 


10 The hand of man is betwixt the heel and the hand: 


40 Then faid he unto me, Like as thou canft do none of #§ other queftion, Efdras, afk thou not. 


thefe ines that [have fpoken of. even fo canft thou not find 4 


14 Tanfwered then and faid, O Lord that beareft rule, if 


out my judgment, or inthe end the love that J have promifed §# 1 have found favour in thy fight, 


12 | befeech thee fhew thy fervant the end of thy tokens, 


41 And | faid, Behold, O Lord, yet art thou nigh unto § ; whereof thou fhewed.t me part the laft night. 


¥3 So he anfwered and faid unto me, Stand up upon thy 


that have been before me, or we that be now, or they that H feet, and heara mighty founding voice. 


14 And it fhall be as it were a great motion; but the place 


AA where thou flandefl {hall not be moved. 


15 And therefore when it fpeaketh be not afraid: for the 


word is of the end, and the foundation of the earth is up- 
derflood. 


16 And why? becaufe the fpeech of thefe things trem- 


f bleth and is moved: for it knoweth that the end of thefe 
BH things inuft be changed. 


17 And it happencd, that when'I had heard it I ftood up 


Fk upon my feet, and hearkened, and, behold, there was a voice 
that fpake, and the found of it was like the found of many 


BE waters. 


18 And it faid, Behold, the days come, that I will begin 


f to draw nigh, and t> vifit them that dwell upon the earth. 


19 And will begin to make inquifition of them, what they 


be that have hurt unjuflly with their unrighteoufnefs, and 
when the affli€tion of Sion fhall be fulfilled; 


20 And when the world, that fhall begin to vaniih away, 
fhall be finifked, then will I fhew thefe tokens: the books 


| thall be opencd before the firmament, and they fhal! fee all 
together. 


2 And the children of a year old fhall fpeak with their 


voices, the women with child fhall bring forth untimely 
children of three or four months old, and they fhall live and 


RE be raifed up. 


22 And fuddenly fhall the fown places appear unfown, 
the full ftorehonfes {hall fuddenly be found empty: 

23 And the trampet fhall give a found, which when every _ 
man heareth, they fhail be fuddenly afraid. 

24 At ti-at time fhall friends ightone againft another like 
enemies, and the earth fhall fland in fear with thofe that 
dwell therein, the fprings of the fountains fhall fland fill, ° 
and in three !ours they fhall not run. 

25 Whofoever remaineth from all thefe that I have told 


f thee thall efcape, and fee my falvation, and the end of your 


world. 26 And 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. Vi. 

18 Behold the days come, &c.] Efdras is here informed, that the next 
world, the new heaven and the new earth, fall fucceed this imme- 
diately, and what aftonifhing things fall happen when this world 
fhall be dufolved, and time fhall give place to eternity. 


20 Shail be frnifhed, sc.) Or, fealed, 
Oo Sha eo firifhes l 51 Shall: 
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26 And the mien that are received fhall fee it, who have 
not tafted death from their birth: and the heart of the inha- 
bitants {hall be changed, and turned into another meaning. 

. 297 For evil fhall be put out, and deceit fhall be quenched. 

; 28 As for faith, it fhall flourifh, corruption fhall be over- 
come, and the truth, which hath been fo long without fruit, 
fhall be declared. 

2g And when he talked with me, behold, I looked by little 
and little upon him before whom I ftood. . 

jo And thefe words faid he unto me; I am come to fhew 
thee the time of the night to come. 

3a Jf thou wilt pray yet more, and faft feven days again, I 
fhall tell thee greater things by day than I have heard. 

32 For thy voice is heard before the Moft High: for the 


mighty hath feen thy righteous dealing, he hath {een alfo thy * 


chaftity, which thou haft had ever fince thy youth. : 

33 And therefore hath he fent me to fhew thee all thefe 
things, and to fay unto thee, Be of good comfort and fear not. 

34 And haften not with the times that are paft, to think 
vain things, that thou mayeft not haften from the latter times. 

5 And it came to pafs after this, that I wept again, and 
fafted feven days in like manner, that I might fulfil the three 
weeks which he told me. 

36 And in the eighth night was my heart vexed within me 
again, and I began to peak before the Moft High. 

37 For my fpirit was greatly {et on fire, and my foul was 
in diftrefs. : 

38 And I faid, O Lord, thou fpakeft"from the beginning 
of the creation, even the firftday, and faidft thus; Let heaven 
and earth be made; and thy word wasa perfeét work. 

39 And then was the fpirit, and datknefs and filence were 
on every fide; the found of man’s voice was not yet formed. 

40 Then commandedf thou a fair light to come forth of 
thy treafures, that thy work might appear. 

41 Upon the fecond day thou madeft the fpirit of the fir- 
mament, and commandedit it to part afunder, and to make a 
divifion betwixt the waters, that the one part might go up, 
and the other remain: beneath. 

42 Upon the third day thou did{t command that the waters 
fhould be gathered in the feventh part of the earth: fix parts 
haft thou dried up, and kept them, to the intent that of thefe 
fome being planted of-God and tilled might ferve thee. 

43 For as foon as thy word went forth the work was made.. 
. . 44’For immediately there was great and innumerable fruit, 
and many and divers pleafures for the tafte, and flowers of un- 
changeable célour, ‘and odours of wonderful fmell: and this 
was done the third day. 

45 Upon the fourth day thou commandedft that the fun 
Should thine, and the moon give her light, and the flars fhould 
be in order : 

46 And gaveft them a charge to do fervice unto man, that 
was to be made. . 

47 Upon the fifth day thou faidft unto the feventh part, 
where the waters were gathered, that it fhould bring forth 
living creatures, fowls and fifhes: and fo it came to pafs. 

48 For the dumb water and without life brought forth liv- 
ing things at the commandment of God, that all people might 
praife thy wondrous works. 

49 Then did{t thou ordain two living creatures, the one 
thou calledft’Enoch, and the other Leviathan; 

. go And didft feparate the one from the other: for the fe- 
venth part, namcly, where the water was gathered together, 
might not hold them both. 

51 Unto Enoch thou gavelt onc part, which was dried up 
the third day, that he fhould dwell in the fame part, whercin 
are a thoufand hills : 

52 But unto Leviathan thou gaveft the feventh part, name- 
ly, the moift; and haft kept him to be devoured of whom 
thou wilt, and when. 

53 Upon the fixth day thou gaveft commandment unto 
the earth, that before thee it fhall bring forth beafls, cattle, 
and creeping things: 

54 And after thefe, Adam alfo, whom thou madeft lord 
of all thy creatures: of him come we all, and the people alfo 
whom thou haft chofen. 

55 All this have I fpoken before thee, O Lord, becaufe 
thou madeft the world for our fakes. 

56 As for the other people, which alfo come of Adam, 
thou halt faid that they are nothing, but be like unto fpittle: 

and haft likened the abundance of them unto a drop that fall- 
eth from a veffel. 
57 And now, O Lord, behold, thefe heathen, which have 
ever been reputed as nothing, have begun to be lords over us, 
and to devour us. 
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31 Shall tell thee greater things by day, &c.} See chap. xiii. 52. 
49 Exech, &c.| ' The a reads Behemoth. 2 
BNERAL ReFLrectrions on Chap. VI. 
Let us, from what is before us, learn to Jament the decay of true 
2 


Il ESDRAS. 


58 But we thy people, whom thou halt called thy firft- 
born, thy only begotten, and thy fervent lover, are given into 
their hands. 

59 If the world now be made for our fakes, why do we 
not poffefs an inheritance with the world? how long fhall this 


endure? 
CHAP. VIt. 
N ND when If had made an end of {peaking thefe words, 
there was fent untq me the angel which had been feht 
unto me the nights afore: 

2 And he faid unto me, Up, Efdras, and hear the words 
that I am come to tell thee 

3,And I faid, Speak on, my God. ‘Then faid he unto me, 
The fea is fet in a wide place, that it might be deep and great. 

_ 4 But put the cafe the entrance were narrow, and like a 
river 3 

5 Who then could go into the fea to look upon it, and to 
rule it? if he went not through the narrow, how could he 
come into the broad ? 

6 There is alfo another thing ? a city is builded, and fet 
upon a broad field, and is full of all good things: 

7 The entrance thereof is narrow, and is fet ina dangerous 
place to fall, like as if there were a fire on the right hand, 
und on the left a deep water : : 

8 And one only path between them both, even between 
the fire and the water, /2 /ma// that there could but one man 
go there at once. 

g If this city now were gvien unto a man for an inher- 
tunce, if he never fhall pals the danger fet before it, how 
fhall he receive this inheritance ? 

1o And IJ faid, It is fo, Lord. 
Even fo alfo is Ifrael’s portion. 

11 Becaufe for their fakes I made the world: and when 
Adam tranfgrefed my flatuutes, then was decreed that now is 


Then faid he unto me, 


FE done. 


12 Then were the entrances of this world made narrow, 
full of forrow and travail: they are but few and evil, full of 
perils, and very painful, 

13 For the entrances of the elder wold were wide and 
fure, and brought immortal fruit. 

14 Ifthen they that live labour not to enter thefe ftrait and 
vain things, they can never reccive thofe that are laid up for 
them. 

15 Now therefore why difquicteft thou thyfelf, fecing thou 
art butacorruptible man? and why art thou moved, whereas 
thou art but mortal ? 

16 Why haft thou not confidered in thy mind this thing 
that is to come, rather than that which is prefent? 

17 Then anfwered I and faid, O Lord that beareft rule, 
thou haft ordained in.thy Jaw, that the righteous fhould in- 
herit thefe things, but that the ungodly fhould perith. 

18 Neverthelefs the righteous fhall fuffer ftrait things, and 
hope for wide: for they that have done wickedly have {uffer- 
ed the ftrait things, and yet fhall not fee the wide. 

1g And he faid unto me, There 1s no judge above God, 
and none that hath underftanding above the Highett. 

20 For there be many that perifh in this life, becaufe they 
defpife the law of God that is fet before them. 

2x For God hath given {trait commandment to fuch as 
came, what they fhould do to live, even as they came, and 
what they fhould obferve to avoid punifhment. 

22 Neverthelefs they were not obedient unto him: but fpake 
againft him, and imagined vain things ; 

23 And deceived themfelves by their wicked deeds ; and 
fgid of the Moft High, that he is net; and knew not his ways: 

24 But his law have they defpifed, and denied his cove- 
nants; in his ftatutes have they not been faithful, and have 
not performed his works. 

25 And therefore, Efdras, for the empty are empty things, 


, and for the full are the full things. 


-. 26 Behold, the time fhall come, that thefe tokens which I 
have told thee fhall come to pafs, and the bride thall appear, 
and fhe coming forth fhall be feen, that now is_withdrawn 
from the earth. 

27 And whofoever is delivered from the forefaid evils fhhall 


fee my wonders. 


28 For my fon Jefus fhall be revealed with thofe that be 
with him, and they that remain fhall rejoice within four hun- 
dred years. 

29 After thefe years fhall my fon Cirift dic, and all men’ 
that have life. 

30 And the world fhall be turned into the old filence feven 
days, like as in the former judgments, fo that no man fhall 
remain. 
a EY 


religion, the profanenefs and infidelity of the wicked, and beg of 
God to build up the walls of his fpiritual Jerufalem, the church. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES ow CHAP, VH. 
q In a dangerous place, &.] Or ftcep place. 5 
37 <0 
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3r And after feven days the world, that yet awaketh not, 
fhall be raifed up, and that fhall die that is corrupt. 

2 And the earth fhall reftore thofe that are afleep in her, 
and fo thall the duft thofe that dwell in filence, and the fecret 
places thall deliver thofe fouls that were committed unto them. 

33 And the Moft High hall appear upon the feat of judg- 
ment, and mifery fhall pafs away, and the long fuffering fhall 
have an end: . : 

34. But judgment only fhall remain, truth fhall ftand, and 
faith fhall wax ftrong: . 

35 And the work fhall follow, and the reward fhall be 
fhewed, and the good deeds fhall be of force, and wicked 
deeds fhall bear no rule. : 

36 Then faid 1, Abraham prayed firft for the Sodomites, 
and Mofes for the fathers that finned in the wildernefs ; 

37 And Jefus after him for Ifracl in the time of Achan: 

38 And Samuel and David for the deftra&tion: and Solo- 
mon for them that thould come to the fanétuary: : 

And Helias for thofe that received rain; and for the 
dead, that he might live: ; ; 

40 And Ezechias for the people in the time of Sennache- 
rib: and many for many. +2 : 

41 Even fo now, feeing corruption is grown up, and wick- 
ednefs iacreafed, and the rightevus have prayed for the un- 
godly : wherefore fhall it not be fo now alfo? 

42 He anlwered me, and faid, This prefent life is not the 
end where much glory doth abide; therefore have they prayed 
for the weak. ate 

43 But the day of doom fhall be the end of this time, 
and the beginning of the immortality for to come, wherein 
corruption is paft, _ ; fe: . 

44. _Intemperance is at an end, infidelity is cut off, righte- 
oufnefs is grown, arid truth is fprung up. ; 

45 Then fhall no man be able to fave him that is deftroyed, 
por to opprefs him that hath gotten the victory. 

46 | anfwered then and faid, This is my firlt and laft fay- 
ing, that it had been better not to have given the earth unto 
‘Adam: or elfe, when it was given him, to have reftrained 
him from finning. ama : 

47 For what profit is it for men now in this prefent time to 
live in heavinefs, and after death to look for punifhment ? 

48 O thou Adam, what haft thou done? for though it was 
thou that finned, thou art not fallen alone, but we all thar 
come of thee. : : 

49 For what profit is it unto us, if there be promifed us an 
immortal time, whereas we have done the works that bring 
death? . ; 

o And that there is promifed us an everlafting hope, 
whereas ourfelves being moft wicked are made vain? 

gt And that there are laid up for us dwellings of health 
and fafety, whereas we have lived wickedly? 

2 And that the glory of the Moft High is kept to defend 
them which have led a ous whereas we have walked in 

oft wicked ways of all : 
oT Ae that there thould be fhewed a paradife, whofe fruit 
endureth for ever, wherein is fecurity and medicine, fince we 
fhall not enter it? . 

54 (For we have walked in unpleafant places. ) : 

5 And that the faces of them which have ufed abftinence 
fhail fhine above the ftars, whereas our faces fhall be blacker 
than darknefs ? Phos an Fetes 

56 For while we lived and committed iniquity, we confi- 
dered not that we fhould begin to fuffer for it after death. — 

57 ‘Chen anfwered he me, and faid, This is the condition 
of the battle, which man that is born upon the earth fhall fight; 

58 That, if he be overcome, he fhall faffer as thou haft faid : 
but if he get the victory, he fhall receive the thing that I fay. 

9 For this is the life whereof Mofes fpake unto the people 
while he lived, faying, Choofe thee life, that thou mayeft live. | 

60 Neverthelefs they believed not him, nor yet the prophets 
after him, no nor me which have fpoken unto them, 

61 That there fhould not be fuch heavinefs in their deftruc~ 
tion, as fhall be joy over them that are perfuaded to falvation. 

62 | anfwered then, and faid, I know, Lord, that the Moft 
High is called merciful, in that he hath mercy upon them 
which are not yet come into the world, . 

63 And upon thofe alfo that turn to his law; 

64. And that he is patient, and long fuffereth thofe that 
have finned, as his creatures; . ; 

65 And that he is bountiful, for he is ready to give where 
it needeth 5 - 


ee eg a CL 


37 Zn the time of Achan.| Or, Achor. : 
57 The condition of the battle, &c.) Or, the intent. 
6g Them that are cured, &c.] Or, created. 
’ General REFLECTIONS on Chap, VII. 
We are here taught that true happinefs confifts in obeying the com- 
mandments and precepts of God: whereas they who defpife the 
offers of mercy, and follow the wide path that leadeth to deftruc- 


Neo. 76. 


CHAP. 





| and I fhall fpeak before thee. 
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66 And that he is of great mercy, for he niultiplieth moré 
and more mercies to them that are prefent, and that are pait, 
and alfo to them which are to come. 

67 For if he fhall not multiply his mercies, the world 
would not continue with them that inherit therein. 

68 And he pardoneth ; for if he did not fo of his goodnefs, 
that they which have committed iniquities might be eafed 


-of them ; the ten thoufandth part of men fhould not remain 


living. . . 

69 And being judge, if he fhould not, forgive them that are 
cured with his word, and put out the multitude of contentions, 

70 There fhould be very few ieft peradventure in an innu-+ 
merable multitude. _ ( ; 
DS) wee cd CHAP. VII. : . 

ND he anfwered nie, faying, The Moft High hath 
made this world for many, but the world to come for few. 

2 I will tell thee a fimilitude, Efdras; As when thou afkeft 
the earth, it fhall fay unto thee, that it giveth much mould 
whereof earthen vefiels ara made,. but little duft that gold 
cometh of! even fo is the courfe of this prefent world. 

3 There be many created, but few fhall be faved. 

4 So anfwered Land faid, Swallow then down, O my foul, 
underftanding, and devour wifdomi. ; 

5 For thou haft agreed to give car, and art willing to pro- 
phefy: for thou halt a0 longer {pace than only to live. 

6 O Lord, if thou fuffer not thy fervant, that we may pray 
before thee, and thou give us feed unfo pur heart, and culture 
to our underftanding, that there may conje fruit of it; how fhall 
each man live that is corrupt, who beareth{ the place of a man? 

For thou art alone, and we all one wog¢kmianfhip of thine 
bands, like as thou haft faid. . et 

8 For when the body is fafhioned now in the mother’s 
womb, and thou giveft it members, thy creature is preferved 
in fire and water, and nine months doth thy workmanthip 
endure thy creature which is created in her. 

g But that which ‘keepeth and is kept fhall both be pre- 
ferved: and when the time cometh, the womb preferved de- 
livereth up the things that grew in it. 

10 For thou haft commanded out of the parts of the body, 
that is to fay, out of the breafts, milk to be given, which is 
the fruit of the breafts, 

at That the thing which is fafhioned may be nourifhe® 
for a time, till thou difpofeft it to thy mercy. 

12 Thou broughteft it up with thy righteoufhefs, and nur- 
turedft it in thy law, and reformedft it withthy jirdgment. 

13 And thou fhalt mortify it as thy creature, and quicken 
it as thy work. 

14 If therefore thou fhalt deftroy him which with fo preat 
labour was fafhioned, it is an eafy thing to be ordained by 
thy commandment, that the thing which was made might be 
preferved. 

15 Now therefore, Lord, I will fpeak ; touching man in 
general, thou knoweft beft; but touching thy people, for 
whofe fake I am forry; - : 

16 And for thine inheritance, for whofe caufe f mourn; 
and for Ifracl, for whom I am heavy; and for Jacob, for 
whofe fake I am troubled; ; 

17 Therefore will I begin to pray before thee for myfelf 
and for them: for I fee the falls of us that dwell in the land. 

18 But I have heard the {wiftnefs of the judge which is 
to come. 

19 Therefore hear my voice, and underftand my words, 
This is the beginning of the 
words of Efdras, before he was taken up: and I faid, 

20 O Lord, thou that dwellc{t in everlaftingnefs, which 
beholdeft from above things in the heaven and in the air ; 

21 Whole throne is ineftimable; whofe glory may not be 
comprehended ; before whom the hofts of angeis ftand with 
trembling, ° 

22 Whofe fervice is converfant in wind and fire; whofe 
word is true, and fayings conttant ; whofe commandment is 
ftrong, and ordimance fearful ; 

23 Whofe look drieth up the depths, and indignation mak~ 
eth the mountains to melt away; which the truth witneffeth: 

24 O hear the prayer of thy fervant, and give ear to the 
petition of thy creature. 

25 For while I live I will fpeak, and fo Jong as I have 
underftanding I will anfwer. 

26 O look not upon the fins of thy people; but on them 
which ferve thee in truth. 


27 Regard 
rete 


tion, will furely reap the fruit of their doings, and plunge them- 
felves into endlefs perdition. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VII. 
20 O Lord, thou that dewelleft in everlaplingnefs, &c.] Efdras prays 
for the Hraelites, being fenfible of approaching judgments, and begs 
God not to look upon the fins of the people, but to them who ferve 


him in fincerity and truth. 
& 53 Into 
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27 Regard not the wicked inventions of the heathen, but § 


the defire of thofe that keep thy teftimonies in afftitions. 


28 Think not upon thofe that have walked feignedly be- Jf 


fore thee: but remember them, which according to thy will fR 
: g 8 him that made them, and were unthankfal unto him which 
§ prepared life for them. 


have k thy fear. ee : 
ha Tetivnot be thy will to deftroy them which have lived 


: Jike beafts; but to look upon them that -have clearly taught 


thy law. : 
o Take thou no indignation at them which are deemed 


worfe than beafts; but love them that alway put their truft } 


in thy righteoufnefs and glory. - : 
oe ay Ear we and our cchere do languifh of fuch difeafes: 


but becaule of us finners thou fhalt be called merciful. 
2 For if thou haft a defire to have mercy upon us, thou 


fhalt be called merciful, to us namely, that have no works § 
“right. : : iy figns paft, which J have told thee before, 


of righteoufnels. . ahi 

33 For the juft, which have many good works laid up wit 
thee, fhall out of their own degds receive reward. 

34 For what is man, that tho thouldeft take difpleafure at 
him? or what is a corruptible generation, 
be fo bitter toward it? 

5 For in truth ther 


none which hath not done amifs._ 
6 For in this, O Lord, thy righteoufnefs and thy good- 


seh fhall be declared, if thou be merciful unto them which 8] ; 
yf mings in wonders and powerful works, and endings in cfiects 


have not the confidence of good works. 


Then anfwered he me, and faid, Some things haft thou A 


{poken aright, and according unto thy words it fhall be. 
38 For indeed I will not think on the difpofition of them 


which have finned before death, before judgment, before BY hall | 
j falvation in my land, and within my borders: for I have 
A fanétified them for me from the beginning. 


deftruétion : ; . ; 
39 But I will rejoice over the difpofition of the righteous, 


and I will remember alfo their pilgrimage, and the falvation, 


and the reward, that they fhall have. Z 
40 Like as I have fpoken now, fo fhall it come to pafs. 


4t For as the hufbandman foweth much feed upon the Fj 
g) have not known me; 


round, and planteth many trees, and yet the thing that is 

own good in his feafon cometh not up, neither doth all 
that is planted take root: even fo is it of them that are fown 
@ the world; they fhall not all be faved. 


42 I anfwered then and faid, If Ihave found grace, let j 


me fpeak. 


43 Like asthe hufbandman’s feed perifheth, if itcome not By 
up, and receive not thy rain in due feafon ; oriftherecome 4¥ 


too much rain, and corrupt it: 


44 Even fo perifheth man alfo, which is formed with thy : 


hands, and is called thine own image, becaufe thou art like tm : 
f it alfo hereafter, that there be many more of them which 


f perifh, than of them which fhall be faved ; 


unto him, for whofe fake thou haft made all things, and 
likened him unto the hufbandman's feed. 
45 Be not wroth with us, but {pare thy people, and have 


mercy upon thine own inheritance; for thou art merciful §§ 


unto thy creature. : : 
46 Then anfwered be me, and faid, Things prefent are 

for the prefent, and things to come for fuch as be to come. 
47 For thou comeft f 


nigh unto thee, and unto it, but never to the unrighteous. 
48 In this alfo thou art marvellous before the Moft High: 
49 In that thou haft humbled thyfelf, as it becometh thee, 


and haft not judged thyfelf worthy to be much glorified among 


the righteous. 


go For many great miferies fhall be done to them that Wf 
in the latter time fha!l dwell in the world, becaufe they have j 


walked in great pride. 


5: But underftand thou for thyfelf, and feck out the glory 


for fuch as be like thee. Se 

52 For unto you is paradife opened, the tree of life is 
planted, the time to come is prepared, plenteoufnefs Is madé 
ready, a city is builded, and reft is allowed, yea, perfect good- 
nefs and wifdom. an a be, 

3, The root of evil is féaled up from you, and corruption 

is fled into hell to be forgotten: 

54 Sorrows are paffed, and in the end is fhewed the trea- 


fure of immortality. 


And therefore afk thou no more queftions concerning: 


the multitude of them that perifh. 
50 For when they had taken liberty, they defpifed the Moft 
High, thought {corn of his law, and forfook his ways. 
57 Moreover they have trodden down his righteous, 
And faid in their heart, that there is no God; yea, 
eat that knowing they muft die. 


53 Into bell, &e.J Or, the grave. 
Generaut ReFLtections on Chap. VIII 


Let us ferioufly reflect, that as out of all the human race a few only 
will] be faved, foa holy jealoufy fhould be impreffed upon our 
minds, and that we fhould ufe all diligence to make our calling 
and eleétion fure, ‘ 


Il. ES DRABS. 


f thee, and a few like thee. 


that thou fhouldedt § 


¢ is no man among them that be born, 9g 
but he hath dealt wickedly; and among the faithful there is § f 


ar fhort that thou fhouldeft be able } 
to love my creature more than I: but J have ofttimes drawn J 





59 For as the things aforefaid hall receive you, fo thirit 


f and pain are prepared for them: for it was not his will that 


men fhould come to nought: 
60 But they which be created have defiled the name of 


61 And therefore is my judgment now at hand. 
62 Thefe things have I not fhewed unto all men, but unto 
Then anfwered Tand faid, 

63 Behold, O Lord, now haft thou fhewed me the muhi- 
tude of the wonders, which thou wilt begin to do in the laft 
times: but at what time, thou haft not thewed me. 

“HAP. IX. 
E anfwered me then, and faid, Meafure thou the time 
diligently in itfelf; and when thou feeft part of the 


~ 2 Then fhalt thou underftand that it is the very fame time, 


§ whereinthe Higheft will begin to vifit the world whichhe made. 


3 Therefore when there {hall be feen earthquakes and up- 
roars of the people in the world: 

4. Then fhalt thou well underftand, that the Moft High 
fpake of thofe things from the days that were before thee, 
even from the beginning. 

5 For like as ail that is made in the world hath a begin- 


¥ ming and an end, and the end is manifeft: 


6 Even fo the times alfo of the Higheft have plain begin- 


and figns. 
7 And every one that fhall be faved, and fhall be able to 


g§ efcape by his works, and by faith, whereby ye have believed, 


8 Shall be preferved from the faid perils, and fhall fee my 


g Then fhall they be in pitiful cafe which now have abufed 
my ways: and they that have caft them away defpitefully 


fH fhall dwell in torments. 


10 For fuch as in their life have received benefits, and 


11 And they that have lothed my law, while they had yet 
liberty, and, when as yet place of repentance was open unto 
them, underftood not, but defpifed it; 

12 The fame muft know it after death by pain. 

13 And therefore be thou not curious how the ungodly 
fhall be punifhed, and when: but enquire how the righteous 
fhall be faved, whofe the world is, and for whom the world 
is created. 

14 Then anfwered I and faid, ' 

15 I have faid before, and now do fpeak, and will fpeak 


16 Like as a wave is greater than a drop. 
17 And he anfwered me, faying, Like as the field is, fo is 
alfo the feed: as the flowers be, fuch are the colours alfo; 


p@ fuch as the workman is, fuch alfo is the work; and as the 


hufbandman is himlelf, fo is his hufbandry allo: for it was 
the time of the world. 7 : 
18 And now when I prepared the world, which was not 
yet made, even for them to dwell in that now live, no mar 
{pake againft me. 
19 For then every one obeyed: but now the manners of 


> them which are created in this world that js made are cor- 


rupted by a perpetual feed, and by a law which is unfearch- 
able rid themfelves. 

20 Sol confidered the world, and, behold, there was peril 
becaufe of the devices that were come into it. 

21 And I faw, and {pared it greatly, and have kept mea 
grape of the clufter, and a plant of a great people. 

22 Let the multitude perifh then, which was born in vain; 
and let my grape be kept, and my plant; for with great labour 
have I made it perfe€t. 

23 Neverthelefs, if thou wilt ceafe yet feven days more, 


(but thou fhalt not faftin them, 


- 24 But go into a field of flowers, where no houfe is build- 
ed, and eat only the flowers of the field; tafle no flefh, drink 


‘no wine, but eat flowers only;) 


e5 And pray unto the Higheft continually, then will I 


A come and talk with thee. 


26 So I went my way into the field which is called Ar-. 
dath, like as he commanded me; and there I fat among the 
flowers, and did eat of the herbs of the field, and the meat 
of the fame fatisfied me. ; 

: 27 After - 


tin 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAR. IX. 

13 Be thou nut curious how, &c.} Men are not to enquire curi- 
oufly into the fecret aéts of Providence; fince he who fpake the 
world into exiftence has thought proper to conceal many things from 
the knowledge of men. . : 

26 Into the fel, &c.] The people of the eait, in order to know future 
events, frequently went into the ficlds to confult the works of nature. 
GENERAL 


Apocrypha. 





Apocrypha. 


27 After feven days I fat upon the grafs, and my heart 


was vexed within me, like as before: 


28 And I opened my mouth, and began to talk before the 


Mofkt High, and faid, 


29 O Lord, thou that fheweft thyfelf unto us, thou waft 
fhewed unto our fathers in the wildernefs, in a place where 
no man treadeth, in a barren place, when they came out of 


Egypt. 

ee And thou fpakeft, faying, Hear me, O Ifrael; and mark 
my words, thou feed of Jacob. 

31 For, behold, I fow my law in you, and it fhall bring 
fruit in you, and ye fhall be honoured in it for ever. 


32 But our fathers, which received the law, kept it not, 


-and obferved not thy ordinances: and though the fruit of thy 
law did not perifh, neither could it, for it was thine; 


Yet they that received it perifhed, becaufe they kept not 


the thing that was fown in them. 

4 And, lo, it isa cuftom, when the ground hath received 
feed, or the fea a fhip, or any veffel meat or drink, that, that 
being perifhed wherein it was fown or caft into, 

g5 That thing alfo which was fown, or caft therein, or 
received, doth perifh, and remaineth not with us: but with 
us it hath not happened fo. 

36 For we that have received the law perifh by fin, and 
our heart alfo which received it. 

37 Notwithftanding the law perifheth not, but remaineth 
in hts force. 3 

38 And when I fpake thefe things in my heart, I looked 
back with mine eyes, and upon the right fide I faw a woman, 
and, behold, fhe mourned and wept with a loud voice, and 
was much grieved in heart, and her clothes were rent, and 


fhe had afhes upon her head. 
39 Then let I my thoughts go that I was in, and turned 


me unto her, 
40 And faid unto her, Wherefore weepeft thou? why art 


thou fo grieved in thy mind? 

41 And fhe faid unto me, Sir, let me alone, that I may 
bewail myfelf, and add unto my forrow, for I am fore vexed 
in my mind, and brought very low. 

42 And I faid unto her, What aileth thee? tell me. 

43 She faid unto me, I thy fervant have been barren, and 
had no child, though I had an hufband thirty years. 

44 And thofe thirty years I did nothing elfe day and night, 
and every hour, but make my prayer to the Higheft. 

45 After thirty years God heard me thine handmaid, 
looked upon my mifery, confidered my trouble, and gave 
me a fon: and I was very glad of him, fo was my hufband 
alfo, and all my neighbours: and we gave great honour unto 
the Almighty. 

46 And I nourifhed him with great travail. 

47 So when he grew up, and came to the time that he 


fhould havea wife, | made a feaft. 
CHAP. X. 


N D it fo came to pafs, that when my fon was entered 


into his wedding chamber, he fell down, and died. 

2 Then we all overthrew the lights, and all my neighbours 
rofe up to comfort me: fo I took my reft unto the fecond 
day at night. ‘ 

3 And it came to pafs, when they had all left off to com- 
fort me, to the end-I might be quiet ; then rofe I up by night, 
and fled, and came hither into this field, as thou feeft. 

4 And I do now propofe not to return into the city, but 
here to ftay, and neither to eat nor drink, but continually to 
mourn and to faft until I die. 

5 Then left I the meditations wherein I was, and fpake to 


her in anger, faying, 


6 Thou foolifh woman above all.other, feeft thou not our 


mourning, and what happencth unto us? 
7 How that Sion our mother is full of all heavinefs, and 


much humbled, mourning very fore? fi 

8 And now, fecing we all mourn and are fad, for we are 
all in heavinefs, art thou grieved for one fon? 

9 For afk the earth, and fhe fhall tell thee, that it is the 
which ought to mourn for the fall of fo many that grow 
upon her. : 

1o For out of her came all at the firft, and out of her fhall 
all others come, and, behold, they walk almoit all into de- 
firuétion, and a multitude of them is utterly rooted out. 

a1 Who then fhould make more mourning than fhe, that 
hath loft fo great a multitude; and not thou, which art forry 


but for oner 


a ass 


Generab Reruectrrons on Chap. IX. 

It is here fet forth, that a general corruption had overfpread the 
world ; but God in his infinite mercy will fave a remnant; let 
us therefore diligently attend to what’ God has diétated for our 
inftruétion. 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. X. 
1,2 L¢ fo came to pa/s, that when my fon, &e.| By the fon, we 


a 


CHAP. xX. 








"Apocrypha. 


12 But if thou fayeft unto me, My lamentation is not like 
the earth’s, becaufe I have loft the fruit of my womb, which 
I brought forth with pains, and bare with forrows; 

13 But theearth xcr_/o: for the multitude prefent in it ac- 
Cording to the courfe of the earth is gone, asitcame: 

4 Then fay I unto thee, J.ike as thou haft braught forth 
with labour ;" even fo the earth alfo hath given her fruit, 
namely, man, ever fince the beginning unto him that made her. 

.t5 Now therefore keep thy forrow to thyfelf, and beat 
with a good courage that which hath befallen thee. 

16 For if thou fhalt acknowledge the determination of God 


‘to be juft, thou fhalt both receive thy fon in time, and fhale 


be commended among women. 

17 Go thy way then into the city to thine hufband 

18 And fhe faid unto me, That will I not do: I wll net 
go into the city, but here will I die. , 

19 Sol proceeded to fpeak further unto her, and faid, 

20 Do not fo, but be counfelled by me: for how many are 
the adverfities of Sion? be comforted in regard of the forrow 
of Jerufalem. 

21 For thou feeft that our fan€tuary is laid wafte, our altar 
broken down, our temple deftroyed ; 

22, Our pfaltery is laid on the ground, our fong is put to 
filence, our rejoicing is at an end, the light of our candleftick 
is put out, the ark of our covenant is fpoiled, our holy things 
are defiled, and the name that is called upon us is almoft pro- 
faned: our children are put to fhame, our priefts are burnt, 
our Levites are gone into captivity, our virgins are defiled, 
and our wives ravifhed; our righteous men carried away, 
our little ones deftroyed, our young men are brought in 
bondage, and our ftrong men are become weak ; 

23 And, which is the greateft of all, the feal of Sion hath 
now loft her honour; for fhe is.delivered into the hands of 
them that hate us. 

24 And therefore fhake off thy great heavinefs, and put 
away the multitude of forrows, that the mighty may be mer-= 
ciful unto thee again, and the Higheft thall give thee reft and 
eafe from thy labour. a 

25 And it came to pafs, while-I was talking with her, 
behold, her face upon a fudden fhined exceedingly, and her 
countenance gliftered, fo that I was afraid of her, and mufed. 
what it might be. 

26 And, behold, fuddenly fhe made a great cry very fears 


‘ful: fo that the earth fhook at the noife of the woman. 


27 And I looked, and, behold, the woman appeared unto 
me no more; but there was a city builded, and a large place 
fhewed itfelf from the foundations: then was I afraid, and 
‘cried with a loud voice, and faid, 

28 Where is Uricl the angel, who came unto me at the 
firft? for he hath caufed me to fall into many trances, and 
mine end is turned into corruption, and my prayer ta rebuke. 

29 And as I was fpeaking thefe words, behold, he came 
unto me, and looked upon me. 

30 And, lo, I lay as one that had been dead, and mine 
underftanding was taken from me: and he took me by the 
right hand, and comforted me, and fet me upon my feet, 
and faid unto me, ' 

31 What aileth thee? and why art thou fo difquieted ? 
and why is thine underftanding troubled, and the thoughts 
of thine heart ? : 

g2 And I faid, Becaufe thou haft forfaken me, and yet I 
did according to thy words, and I went into the field, and, lo, 
I have feen, and yet fee, that I am not able to exprefs. 

33 And he faid unto me, Stand up manfully, and I will 
advife thee. 

34. Then faid I, Speak on, my lord, in me; only forfake 
me not, left I die fruftrate of my hope. ’ 

- 35 For I have feen that I knew not, and hear that I do 
not know. 

36 Or is my fenfe deceived, or my foul in a dream? 

7 Now therefore I befeech thee that thou wilt fhew thy 
fervant of this vifion. 

38 He anfwered me then, and faid, Hear me, and [I fhall 
inform thee, and tell thee wherefore thou art afraid: for the 
Highceft will reveal many fecret things unto thee. 

39 He hath feen that thy way is right: for that thou for- 
roweft continually for thy people, and makeft great Jamenta- 


tion for Sion. Lot 
40 This therefore’is the meaning of the vifion which thou 
lately faweft: 
41 Thou 


eS og a A NT 


may underftand the regal ftate of the Jews; and by bis being thrown 
down muft point out, that many attempts had been made to 
procure liberty for them, though they did not fucceed in their 
applications. : a 

28 Where is Uriel, &c.] Uriel was a common nome giver to 
a particular angel among the Perfians, and it was fuppofed that he 


conftantly vifited the children of men, 
: GancrRraL 


Apocrypha. 


' ther, like as he eymrances me, 


41 Thou faweft a woman mourning, and thou beganneft 
to comfort her: 
42 But stow feeft thou the likenefs of the woman no more, 
but there appeared unto thee a city builded. 
And whereas ‘the told thee of the death of her fon, 
this is the folution: 
This woman, whom thou fawef, is Sion! and whereas 
fhe faid unto thee, even fhe whom thou f{eeft as acity builded, 


45 Whereas, I fay, fhe faid unto thee, that fhe hath been. 


thirty years barren: thofe are the thirty years whercin there 
‘was no offering made in her. 

46 But after thirty years Solomon builded the city, and 
offered offerings: and then bare the barren a fon. 

47 And whereas fhe told thee that fhe nourifhed him with 
labour: that was the dwelling in Jerufalem. 

48 But whereas the faid unto thee, That my fon coming 
into his marriage chamber happened to have a fall, and died: 
this was the deftru€tion that came to Jerufalem. 

49 And, behold, thou faweft her likenefs; and becaufe fhe 
mourned for her fon, thou beganneft to comfort her: and 
of thefe things which have chanced, thefe are to be opened 
‘unto thee. : 

50 For now the Moft High feeth that thou art grieved 
unfeignedly, and fuffereft from thy whole heart for ya fo 
hath he fhewed thee the brightnefs pf her glory, and the 
comelinefs of her beauty: 

5:1 And therefore I bade thee remain in the field where no 
houfe was builded : 

52 For I knew that the Higheft would fhew this unto thee. 

53 Therefore I commanded thee to go into the field, 
where no foundation of any building was. 

54 For in the place'wherein the Higheft beginneth to 
fhew his city, there can no man’s buildifig be able to ftand. 

55 And therefore fear not, let not thine heart be affrighted, 
but go thy way in, and fee the beauty and greatnefs of the 
building, as much as thine eyes be able to fee: : 

56 And then fhalt thou hear as much as thine ears may 
comprehend. / ; 

; For thou art bleffed above many other, and art called 
with the Higheft; and fo are but few. 
'’ 68 But to morrow at night thou fhalt remain here ; 

59 And fo fhall the Higheft thew thee vifions of the high 
“things, which the Moft High will do unto them that dwell 
upon earth in the laft days. So I flept that night and ano- 


HAP. XI. 
HEN faw I a dream, and, behold, there came up from 
the fea an eagle, which had twelve feathered wings, 
and three heads. 

2 And I faw, and, behold, fhe fpread her wings over all 
the earth, and all the winds of the air blew on her, and were 

“gathered together. 

g And I beheld, and out of her feathers there grew other 
contrary feathers; and they became little feathers and fmall.. 
~ 4 But her heads were at reft: the head in the midft was 
greater than the other, aes refted it with the refidue. 

5 Moreover I beheld, and, lo, the eagle flew with her fea- 
thers, and reigned upon earth, and over them that dwell 
therein. — - ‘ ° 

6 And I faw that all things under heaven were fubje& un- 
to her, and no man fpake againft her, no, not one creature 
upon earth. 7 

g And I beheld, and, lo, the eagle rofe upon her talons, 
and {pake to her feathers, faying, 

8 Watch not all at once: fleep every one in his own 
place, and watch by courfe : . 

g But let the heads be preferved for the laft. 

1o And I beheld, and, lo, the veice went not out of her 
heads, but from the midft of her body. 

1x And J numbered her contrary feathers, and, behold, 
there were eight of them. ~ 

12 And I looked, and, behold, on the right fide there 
arofe one feather, and reigned over all the earth ; 

13 And fo it was, that when it reigned, the end of it came, 
and the place thereof appeared no more: fo the next follow- 
ing ftood up, and reigned, and had a great time; 

14 And it happened, that when it reigned, the end of it 
came alfo, like as the firft, fo that it appeared no more. 

15 Then came there a voice unto it, and faid, 

16 Hear thou that haft born rule over the earth fo long: 
LS 

Generar ReFrectrons on Chap. X, 
‘Let us ferioufly confider, that it is not permitted for the children 
of the duft to call in queftion the proceedings of the Almighty : 
on the contrary, it is their duty to fubmit to his determinations, 


and confider all his decrees as juft. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTE on Chap. XI. 


24 Then faw J alfo, &¢.| The author here alludes to the divifions 
i : 


7 ss ‘ : 
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this I fay unto thee, befure thou beginneft to appear no more, 

17 There fhall none after thee attain unto thy time, nei- 
ther unto the half thereof. 

18 Then arofe the third, and reigned as the other before, 
and appeared no more alfo, 

1g So went it with all the refidue one after another, as 
that every one reigned, and then appeared no more. 

20 Then I beheld, and, lo, in procefs of time the feathers 
that followed {tuod up upon the right fide, that they might 
tule alfo; and fome of them ruled, but within a while they 
appeared no more: 

21 For fome of them were fet up, but ruled not. 

22 After this I looked, and, behold, the twelve feathers 
appeared no more, nor the two little feathers : 

23 And there was no more upon the eagle's body, but three 
heads that refled. and fix Httle wings. : 

24 Then faw I alfo that two little feathers divided them- 
felves from the fix, and remained under the head that was 
upon the right fide: for the four continued in their place. 

25 And I beheld, and, Io, the feathers that were under the 
wing thought to fet up themfelves, and to have the rule. 

_ 26 And { beheld, and, lo, there was one fet up, but fhortly 
it appeared no more. 

27 And the fecond was fooner away than the firft. 

28 And I beheld, and, lo, the two that remained thought 
alfo in themfelves to reign : 

29 And when they fo thought, behold, there awaked one 
of the heads that were at reft, namely, it thar was in the 
midfl; for that was greater than the two other heads. 

30 And then I faw that the two other licads were joined 
with it. : 

gt And, beho!d, the head was turned with them that were 
with it, and did eat up the two feathers under the wing that 
would have reigned. 

32 But this head put the whole earth in fear, and bear 
rule in it over all thofe that dwelt upon the earth with much 
oppreffion; and it had the governance of the world more 
than all the wings that had been. 

And after this 1 beheld, and, lo, the head that was in 
the midit fuddenly appeared no more, like as the wings. ‘ 

34 And there remained the two heads, which alfo jn Hike 
fort ruled upon the earth, and over thofe that dwell therein. 

35 And, I beheld, and, lo, the head upon the right fide 
devoured it that'was upon the left fide. ‘ 

g6 Then I heard a voice, which faid unto me, Look be- 
fore thee, and contider the thing that thou {eeft. 

37 And 1 beheld, and lo as it were a roaring lion chafed 
out of the wood: and I faw that he fent out a man’s voice 
unto the eagle, and faid, 

38 Hear thou, J will talk with thee, and the Higheft fhall 
fay unto thee, 

39 Art not thou it that remaineft of the four beafls, whom: 
I made to reign in my world, that the end of their times 
might come through them? 

40 And the fourth came, and overc:me all the beafts that 
were pait, and had power over tne world with great fearful- 
nefs, and over the whole compafs of the carth with much 
wicked oppretlion; and fo long time dwelt he upon the earth 
with deceit. 

41 For the earth haft thou not judged with truth. 

42 For thou haft afflitted the meek, thou hat hurt the 
peaceable, thou ha't loved liars, and deflroyed the dwellings 
of them that brought forth fruit, and hath caft down the wails 
of fuch as did thee no harm, 

43 Therefore is thy wrongful dealing come up unto the 
Higheft, and thy pride unto the mighty. 

44, The Higheft alfo hath looked upon the proud times, 
and, behold, they are ended, and his abominations are ful- 
filled. 

45 Arid therefore appear no more, thou eagle, nor thy 
horrible wings, nor thy wicked feathers, nor thy malicious 
heads, nor thy hurtful claws, nor all thy vain body : 

46 That all the earth may be refrefhed, and may return, 
being delivered from thy violence, and that fhe may hope 
for the judgment and mercy of him that made her. 

CHAP. XII. 
ND it came to pals, whiles the lion fpake thefe words 
unto the eagle, I faw, 

2 And, behold, the head that remained and the four wings 
appeared no more, and the two went unto it, and fet ao 

elves 





that would take place in the Jewifh ftate, after the return from the 

Babylonith captivity; for the fimile of an cagle denotes power; and 

the divifion of the feathers, public diflenfions. 

Generar ReFurectrions on Chap. XI. 

An event of the utmoft importance is here announced, namely, the 
expectation of the Meffiah’s coming in the fieth ; which notion 
was believed both by Jews and heathens. 
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felves up to reign, and their kingdom was fmall, and full of 
uproar. 

EF And I faw, and, behold, they appeared no more, and 
the whole body of the éagle was burnt, fu that the earth was 
in great fear: then awaked I out of the trouble and trance of 
my mind, and from great fear, arid faid unto my {pirit, 

4 Lo, this haft thou done unto me, in that thou fearcheft 
out the ways of the Higheft. 

5. Lo, yet am I weary in my mind, and very weak in my 
fpirit; and little (trength is there in me, for the great fear 
wherewith I was sfrichted this night. | 

6 Therefore will I now befeech the Higheft, that he will 
comfort me unto.the end. 

Z And I faid, Lord that beareft rule, If Ihave found grace 
befo 


rethy fight, and if I am juftified with thee before many - 


others, aud if my prayer indeed be come. up before thy 
face ; 

8 Comfort me then, and fhew me thy fervant the inter- 
pretation and plaindifference of this fearful vifion, that thou 
mayeft perfe&tly comfort my foul. 

g For thou haft judged we worthy to fhew me the laft times. 

ro And he faid unto me, ‘This is the interpretation of the 
vifion : 

rt The eagle, whom thou faweft come up from the fea, 
is the kingdom which was feen in the vilion of thy brother 
Daniel. i 

12 But it was not expounded unto him, therefore now I 
declare it unto thee. 

13 Behold, the days will come, that there fhall rife up a 
kingdom upon earth, and it fhall be feared above all the king- 
doms that were before it. 

14 Inthe fame fhall twelve kings reign, one after another; 

15 Whereof the fecond thall begin to reign, and fhall have 
more time than any of the twelve. 

16 Andthisdo the twelve wings fignify, which thou fawett. 

17 As for the voice which thou heardeft {peak, and that 
thou faweft not to go out from the heads; but from the midft 
of the body thereof, this is the interpretation : 

18 That after the time of that kingdom there fhall arife 
great ftrivings, and it fhall ftand in peril of falling: ne- 
verthelefs it fhall not then fall, but fhall be deftroyed again 
to his beginning. ; 

1g And whereas thou faweft the eight {mall under feathers 
{ticking to her wings, this is the interpretation : 

20 That in him there fhall arife eight kings whole times 
fhall be but fmall, and their years fwift. ; 

21 And two of them fhall perith, the middle time ap- 
proaching : four fhall be kept until their end begin to ap- 
proach: but two fhall be kept unto the end. 

22 And whereas thou faweft three heads refting, this is 
the interpretation : ; : : 

23 In his laft days fhall the Moft High raife up three king- 
doms, and renew many things therein, and they fhall have 
the dominion of the earth, : 

24 And of thofe that dwell therein, with much oppreffion, 
aboveall thofe that were before them: therefore are they called 
the heads of the eagle. eo 

25 For thefe are they that fhall accomplifh his wicked- 
nefs, and that fhall finifl his laft end. ot 

26 And whereas thou faweft that the great head appeared 
no more, it fignifieth that one of them fhall die upon his 
bed, and yet with pain. . 

27 For the two that remain fhall be flain with the fword. 

28 For the fword of the one fhall devour the other: but 
at the laft fhall he fall’ through the {word himfelf. 

ag And whereas thou faweit two feathers under the wings 
paffing over the head that is on the right fide; Sate 

30 1k fignifieth that thefe are they, whom the Higheft 
hath kept unto their end: this isthe {mall kingdom and full 
of trouble, as thou faweft. 

gi And the lion, whom thou faweft rifing up out of the 
wood, and roaring, and {peaking to the eagle, and rebuking 
her for her nanpuicouinels with all the words which thou 
haft heard 5 

32 ‘This is the anointed, which the Higheft hath kept for 
them and for their wickednefs unto the end: he fhall re- 
prove them, and fhall upbraid them with their cruelty. 

33 For he fhalifet them before him alive in judgment, 
and fhall rebuke them, and corre&t them. 

34 Forthe reft of my people fhall he deliver with mercy, 
shofe that have beer preferved upon my borders, and he fhall 


eR 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XIL. 


_ 26 The great bead appeared no more, &c.] ‘Thefe words probably 
allude to the tyrant Antiochus, who perfecuted the Jews in the moft 
crac] manner. Though he died a natural death, yet he expired 
under the mutt excruciating pains, and his carcafe was fo loathfome, 
that it was difficult to perfuade any perfon to approach it. 

No, 76. 


CHAP. XIL 





make them joyfiil until the coming of the day 6f judgments 
whereof I have fpoken unto thee from the beginning. 

. 35 This is thé dream that thou faweft, and thefe are the 
interpretations. 

36 Thou only hat been meet to know this fecret of the 
Higheft. 

37 Therefore write all thefé things that thon haft feen in 
a book; and hide them: z : 

38 And teach them to the wife of the people, whofe hearts 
thou knoweft may compreherid and keep thele fecrets. 

_ 39 But wait thou here thyfelf yet fevert days more, that 
it may be fhewed thee, whatfoever it pleafeth the Higheit t6 
declare unto thee. And with that he went his way. 

40 And it came to pafs, when all the people: faw that the 
feven days were pait, and I not come again into the city, 
they gathered them me from the lealt urito the greateit, 
and came unto me, and faid, 

4% .What have we offended thee? and what evil have we 
sone againtt thee, that thou forfakeft us, and fitteft here in this 
place? ; 

42 For of all the prophets thou only art left us, as a 
clufter of the vintage, arid as a candle in a dark place, and as 
a haven or fhip preferved from the tempeft: 

43 Are not the evils which are come to us fufficient ? 

. 44 If thou fhalt forfake us, how much better had it been 
for us, if we alfo had beén burned in the midft of Sion ? ; 

45 For we are not better than they that died there. And 
they wept witha loud voice, Then adfwered I them and fuid; 

46 Be of good comfort, O Hrael ; and be not heavy, thou 
houfe of Jacob : : 

47 For the Higheft hath you in remembrance, and the 
Mighty hath not forgotten you in temptation. 

48 As for me; I have not forfaken you, neither am I de- 
parted from you: but am come into this place, to pray for 
the defolation of Sion, and that I might feék mercy for the 
low eftate of your fanatuary. . see 

49 And now go your way home evéry mai, ‘ahd after 
thele days will I come unto you, 

5° So the people went their way into the city, like as I 
commanded them : a 

51 But I remained ftill in the field feven days, as ‘the an- 
gel commanded me ; and did eat only in thofe days of the 
flowers of the field, and had my meat of the herbs. ; 

‘ CHAP. XII. : : ‘ 
A ND it came to pafs after feven days, I dreamed a dream 
by night: : ‘ 
-2 And, lo, there arofea wind from the fea, that it moved 
all the waves thereof. 

3 And I beheld, and, lo, that man waxed ftrong with the 
thoufands of heaven: and when he turned ‘his countenance 
to look, all the things trembled that were feen‘under him. 

4. And whenfoever the voice went out of his mouth, all ° 
they burned that heard his voice, like as the earth faileth 
when it feeleth-the fire. : : 

5 And after this 1 beheld, and, lo, there was gathered to” 
gether a multitude of men, out of number, from the four 
winds of the heaven, to fubdue the man that came out of 
the fea. . 

6 But I beheld, and, lo, he hath graved himfelf a great 
mouniain, and flew up upon it. q 

7 But I would have feen the region or placé whereout the 
hill was graven, and I could not. ¥ 

8 And after this I beheld, and, Jo, all they which were 
oe together to fubdue him were fore atraid, and yet 

urft fight. . 

g And, lo, as he faw the violence of the multitude that. 
came, he neither lifted up his hand, nor held fword, nor 
any inftrument of war: . 

to But only I faw that he fent out of his mouth ag it had 
been a blaft Bt Ate, and out of his lips a flaming breath, and 
out of his tongue he caft qut {parks and termpelts. . 

11 And they were all mixed ¢ogether ; the blaft of fire, the’ 
flaming breath, and the great tempeft ; and fell with violence 
upon the multitude which was prepared to fight, and burned 
them up every one, fo that upon a fudden of an innuimera- 
ble multitude nothing was to be perceived, but only duft and 
finell of fmoke: when J faw this I was afraid. 

12 Afterward faw I the fame man come down from the 
mountain, and call unto him another peaceable multitide. 

13 Andthere came much people unto him, whereof fome 
were glad, fome were fasry, [ome of them were bound, and 

‘ other 


Generar ReFrrectrions on Chap. XII, 


While obftinate finners are threatened with the judgments of God if 
they perfitt in their rebellion, it is neceffary at the fame time, 
to point out to them, that the moment they return to God bydin- 
cere repentance, he will be reconciled to them in Chrift Jefus, and 


pardan them for his fakes 
- COMMENTARY 


Apocrypha, | 
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other fome brought of them that were offered : then was I 
fick through great fear, and I awaked, and faid, 

14. Thou haft fhewed thy fervant thefe wonders from the 
beginning, and haft counted me worthy that thou fhouldelt 
receive my prayer: 

15 Shew mc now yet thei interpretation of this dream. 

16 For as I conceive in mine underftanding, woe unto 
them that fhall be left in thefe days! and much more woe 
unto them that are not left behind ! 

19 For they that were not left were in heavinefs. 

18 Now unierftand I the things that are laid up in the 
Jatter days, Which fhall happen unto them, ‘and to thofe that 
ae left behind: 

Therefore are they come into great perils and many 
sicetitiee: like as thefe dreams declare, 

20 Yet is it eafier for him that is in danger to come into 
thefe things, than to pafs away as a cloud out of the world, 
and not to fee the things that happen in the laft days. And 
he anfwered unto me, and faid, 

21 The interpretation of the vifion fhall I fhew thee, and 
I will open unto thee the thing that thou haft required. 

22 Whereas thou halt fpoken of them that are left behind, 
this is the interpretation = 

23 He that {hall endure the peril in that time hath kept 
himblf : they that be fallen into danger are fuch as have 
works, and faith toward the Almighty. 

24. Know this therefore, that they which be left behind 
are more bleffed than they that be dead. 

25 This is the meaning of the vifion: Whereas thou 
faweft a man coming up from the midft of the fea; 

26 The fame is he whom God the Higheft hath kept a 
great feafon, which by his own felf fball deliver his creature: 
and he fhall order them that are left behind. 

. 27 And whereas thou fawelt, that out of his mouth there 
came as a blaft of wind, and fire, and ftorm; 

28 And that he held neither fword, nor any inftrument of 
war, but that the rufhing in of him deftroyed the whole mul- 
titude that came to fubdue him; this is the interpretation: 

29 Behold, the days come, when the Mott High will begin 
to deliver them that are upon the earth. 

30 And he fhall come to the aftonifhment of them that 
dwell on the earth. 

31 And one thall undertake to fight againft another, one 
city againit another, one place againft another, one people 
again{t another, one realm againft another. 

2 And the time fhill be when thefe things fhall come to 
pais, and the.figns fhall happen which I fhewed thee before, 
and then fhall my Son be declared, whom thou faweft as a 
man afcending. 

And when all the people hear his voice, every man 
fhall in their own land leave the battle they have one againtt 
another. 

34 And an innumerable multitude fhall be gathered toge- 
ther, as thou faweft them, willing to come, and to overcome 
him by fighting. 

3g But he fhall ftand opon the top of the mount Sion. 

36 And Sion thall come, and fhall be fhewed to all men, 
being prepared and builded, like as thou fawelt the hill graven, 
without hands. 

37 And this my Son fhall rebuke the wicked inventions of. 
thete ee which fos their wicked life are fallen into the 
tempelt 

33 4 ‘Rod thall lay before them their evil thoughts, and the 
torments wherewith they fhall begin to be tormented, which 
are‘like unto a flame: and he fhall deftroy them without 
Jabour by the Jaw which is like unto fire. 

39 And whereas, thou faweft that he gathered another 
peaceable multitude unto him ; 

40 Thofe are the ten tribes, which were carried away pri- 
foners out of their own land in the time of Ofea the king 
whom Salmanafar the king of Affyria Jed away captive, and 
he carried them over the waters, and {fo came they into an- 
other land. ; 

41 But they took this counfel among themfelves, that they 
would leave the multitude of the heathen, and go forth into a 
further country, where never mankind dwelt, 

42 That they might there keep their ftatutes, which they 
never kept in their own land. 

43 And they entered into Euphrates by the narrow paf- 
fet 7 ee ae 

‘or the Mo igh then fhewed figns for them, and 
held’ ftill the flood, till they were paffed ee Sern 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIII, 
29, 30 Behold, the days come, avhen the Moft High, &c.)_ There can 
be no doubt but thefe words relate to the cogning of the Meffiah; 
an event that was long expected, and which at lait took plece. 
. Generar Rerprecrio Ns on Chap. AUL 
As feveral matters contained in this chapter feem trifling, and of hn- 
, aman invention, let us therefore be thankful that the {errptures are 





ESDRAG. 


45 For Fro" Ae dae TOMER oe ham HEC EOE, Ge Roca ch iaccminemseus aeebeaiaee that country there was a great way to:go, 
namely, of a year anda half: and the fame region is called 
Arfareth. 

46 Then dwelt they there until the latter time; and now 
when they fhall begin to come, 

47 The Higheft fhall flay the fprings of the ftream again, 
that they may go through: therefore fawelt thou the multi- 
tude with peace. 

48 But thofe that be left behind of thy peaple are they 
that are found within mv borders. 

49 Now when he deftroyeth the multitude of the nations 
that are gathered together, he fhall defend his peopie that 
remain. 

50 And then fhall he fhew them great wonders. 

51 Then faid I, O Lord that bearelt rule, ihew me this: 
Wherefore have I fecn the man coming up from the mid! 
of the fea? 

§2 And he faid unto me, Like as thou canft neither feek 
out nor know the things that are in the deep of the fea: even 
fo can no man upon earth fee my Son, or thofe that be with 
him, but in the day time. 

53 This is the interpretation of the dream which thou 
fawelt, and whereby thon only art here lightened. 

54 For thou haft forfaken thine own way, and applied thy 
diligence unto my law, and fought it. 

55 Thy life haft thou ordered in wifdom, and haft called 
andedlending thy mother. 

56 Ard the: chore have I thewed thee the treafures of the 
H pheit: after ctuer Uirce days I will fpeak other things unto 
thee, and declare unto thee mighty and wondrous things. 

57 Then went I] forth into the field, giving praife and thanks 
greatly unto the Moft High, becaufe of his wonders, which 
he did in time; 

58 And becaufe he governeth the fame, and fuch things as 
falf in their feafons: and there [I fat three days. 

CHAP. XIV. 

ND it came to pafs, upon the third day, I fat under 

an ok, and, behold, there came a voice out of a bufh 
over againit me, and faid, Efelras, Efdras. 

2 AndI faid, Here am 1, Lord. And I ftood upon my feet. 

3 Then faid he unto me, In the buth Idid manifefily re- 
veal myfelf unto Mofes, and talked with him, when my pco- 
ple ferved in Egypt: 

4 And I fent him, and led my people out of Egypt, and 
brought him up to the mount of Sinai, where I held him by 
me a long feafon, 

5 And told him many wondrous things, and fhewed him 
the fecrets of the times, and the end; and commanded him, 
faying, 

Bre “Thefe words thalt thou declare, and thefe fhalt thou hide. 

7 And now] fay unto thee, 

8 That thou lay upin thy heart the figns that I have fhewed, 
and the dreams that thou hafl feen, and the interpretations 
which thou haft heard: 

For thou fhalt be taken away from all, and from hence- 
forth thou fhalt remain with my Son, and with fuch as be 
like thee, until the times be ended. 

10 For the world hatlr loft his youth, a 
to wax old. 

11 For the world is divided into twelve parts, and the ten 
parts of it are gone already, and half of a tenth part: 

32 And there remaineth that which is after the half of the 
sans part. 

‘Now therefore fet thine houfe in order, and reprove 
thy people, comfort fuch of them as be in trouble, and now 
renounce corruption. 

14 Let go from thee mortal thoughts, caft away the bur- 
ore of man, put off now the weak nature, 

And fet afide the thoughts that are moft heavy untae 
dice and hafte thee to flee from thefe times. 

16 For yet greater evils than-thofe which thou haft feen 
happen fhall be done hereafter. 

17 For look how much the world fhall be weaker through 
age, fo much the more fhall evils increafe upon them that 
dwell therein. 

18 For the truth is fled far away, and leafing is hard at 
hand: for now hafteth the vifion to come, which thou haf 
feen. 

19 Then anfwered I before thee, and faid, 

20 Behold, Lord, I will go as thou haft commanded me, 


and reprove the people which are prefent: but they that bes 
e 


and the times begin 


conveyed to usin a pure and unadulterared manner, and that there 
js fuficient in them to lead us to everlaliing happinchs. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 
10 For the world hath loft his youth, &e.} There is nothing more 
natural, than for people, ina ftate of affition, to confider human 
enjoyments as of a very temporary nature, and even to defpife the 
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be born afterward, who fhall admonith them? thus the world 
is fet in darknefs, and they that dwell therein are without light. 

i For thy Jaw is burnt, therefore no man knoweth the 
thie gs that are done of thee, or the works that fhall begin. 

_ 22 But if I have found grace before thee, fend the Holy 
Chhot into me, and I thall write all that hath been done in 
the world fince the beginning, which were written in thylaw, 
that men may find thy path, and that they which will live in 
the latter days may live. 3 

23 And he anfwered me, faying, Go thy way, gather the 
people together, and fay unto them, that they feek thee not 
for forty days. 

24 Kut look thou prepare thee many box trees, and take 
with thee Sarea, Dabria, Selemia, Ecanus, and Afiel, thefe 
five which are ready to write {wittly; 

eo: And come hither, and I fhall light a candle of under- 
flancieg in thine heart, which fhall not be put out, till the 
things be performed which thou fhalt begin to write. , 

26 And when thou haft done, fome things fhalt thou pub- 


lith, and fome things fhalt thou thew fecretly to the wife: | 


to morrow this hour thale thou begin to write. 

27 Then went I forth, as he commanded, and gathered 
all the people *og-ther, and faid, 

28 Hew vet: words, O Ifrael. 

ag Cist tut ers at the beginning were ftrangers in Egypt, 
from wt: nce they were delivered : 

30 «And received the law of life, which they kept not; 
which ye alfo have tranfgreffed after them. 

grt Then was the land, even the land of Sion, parted 
among you by lot: but your fathers, and ye yourfelves, have 
done unrightcoufnefs, and have not kept the ways which the 
Highcft commanded you. : 

32 And fora(much as he isa righteous judge, he took trom 
you in time the thing that he had given you. 

33 Aud now are ve here, and your brethren among you. 

34 Ticrefore if fo be that ye will fubdne your own under- 
fland-ng, and reform your hearts, ye fhall be kept alive, and 
afier death ye fhall obtain mercy. : He 

~§ Fer atter death thall the judgment come, .when we fhalt 
live again: and then fhak the names of the righteous be ma- 
nifeft, and the works of the ungodly fhall be declared. 

36 Let no man therefore come unto me now, nor feek 
after me thele forty days. ‘ 

37 Sv 1 took the five men, as he commanded me, and we 
went into the Seld, and remained there. : 

38 And the next day, behold, a voice called me, faying, 
Efdras, open thy mouth, and drink that I give thee. to drink. 

Then opened I my mouth, and, benold, he reached 
mic a fall cup, which was full as it were with water, but the 
colour of it was like fire. 

40 And J took it, and drank: and when I had drunk of 
it, my heart uttered underilanding, and wifdom grew in my 
breait, for my {pirtt ftrengthened my memory: 

4t And my « outh was opened, and fhut no more. 

42 The Hignelt gave underf{tanding unto the five men, and 
they wrete the wondertul vifions of the night that were’ told, 
which they knew not: and they fat forty days, and they wrote 
in the day, and at night they ate bread. ts 

43 As for me, J fpake in theday, and I held not my tongue 
by night. 

44 In forty days they wrote two hundred and four books. 

45 And it came to pafs, when the forty days -were fulfilled, 






that the Higheft {pake, faying, The firit that thou haft written 4 


publifh openly, that the worthy and unwosthy may read it: .. 


46 But keep the feventy laft, that thou mayeft deliver them |! 


only to fuch as be wife among the people:. . 


47 For in them is the fpring of underftanding, the foun- 


tain of wifdom, and the {tream of knowledge. 
48 And [did fo. 
CHAP. XV. 


ao fpeak thou in the ears of my people the words * 


of prophecy, which I will put in thy mouth, faith the Lord: 
2 And cunfe them to be written In paper: for they are 
faithful and true. . 7 
2 Fear not the imaginations againft thee, let not the in- 
credulity of them trouble thee, that {peak againft thee. ’ 
‘4 For all the unfaithful fhall die in their unfaithfulnefs. 
5 Behold, faith the Lord, I will bring plagucs upon the 
world ; the fword, famine, death, and deftruétion. Z 
6 .For wickednefs hath exceedingly polluted the whole 
earth, and their hurtful works are fulfiled. é 
7 Therefore faith the Lord, 


zt For thy law is burrt, &c.| That thefe tables were never feen 
hy the Jews after the Baby lonith captivity, we have the teftimony of 
Jofephus, whofe fentiments the learned Dr, Sharp has finely #lluftrated. 
, Generat Reruectrons on Chap. AIV.” 
As the author afierts, that the world was greatly decayed, and fhould 

continne to wax weaker and weaker, becaufe truth was fled from 


4 
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8 I will hold my tongue no more as touching their wick- 
ednefs, which they profanely commit, neither will I fuffer 
them in thofe things, in which they wickedly exercife them- 
felves: behold, the innocent and righteous blood crieth unto 
me, and the fouls of the juft complain continually. 

g And therefore, faith the Lord, I will furely avenge them, 
and receive unto me all the innocent blood from among them. 

10 Behold, my people is Jed as.a fiock to the flaughter: I 
will not fuffer them now to dwell in the land of Egypt: 

zr But I will bring them with a mighty hand and a 
flretched out arm, and fimite Egypt with plagues, as before, 
and will deftroy all the land thereof. 

12 Egypt fhall mourn, and the foundation of it fhall be 
fimitten with the plague and punifiment that God fhall bring 
upon it. 

13 They that till the ground fhall mourn: for their feeds 
fhall fail through the blafling and hail, and with a fearful 
conftellation. ; 

14 Woe to the world, and them that dwell therein ! 

1s For the fword and their deftru@ion draweth nigh, and 
one people fhall itand up to fight againft another, and {words 
in their hands. 

16 For there fhall be fedition among men, and invading 
one another; they fhall not regard their kings nor princes, 
and the courfe of their aétions fhall ftand in their power. 

17 A man fhall defire to go intoacity, and fhall not be able. 

18 For becaufe of their pride the cities fhall be troubled ; 
the houfes fhall be deftroyed, and men fhall be afraid. : ‘ 

1g A man fhall have no pity upon his neighbour, but fhall 
deftroy their houfes with the fword, and fpoil their goods, 
becaufe of the lack of bread, and for great tribulation. 

20 Behold, faith God, I will call tugether all the kings 
of the earth to reverence me, which are om the rifing of the 
fun, from the fouth, froin the eaft, and Libanus; to turn them- 
felves one againft another, and repay the things that they have 
done to them. : , 

21 Like as they do yet this day unto my chofen, fo will 
¥ do alfo, and recompenfe in their bofom. ‘Thus faith the 
Lord God ; ° : 

22 My sight hand fhall not fpare the finners, and ‘my 
{word fhall not ceafe over them that {hed innocent blood upon 
the earth. 

23 The fire is gone forth from his wrath, and hath con- 
fumed the foundations of the earth, and the finners, like the 
ftraw that is kindled. 

24. Woe to them that fin, and kecp not my command- 
ments! faith the Lord. ; 

25 I will not {pare them: go your way, ye children, from 
the power, defile not my fanétuary. 

26 For the Lord knoweth all them that fin againft him, 
and therefore delivereth he them unto death and dettru€tion. 

27 For now are the plagues come upon the-whole earth, 
and ye fhall remain in them: for God fhall not deliver you, 
becaufe ye have finned againft him. : 

28 Behold an horrible vifion, and the appearance thereof 
from the eaft: ’ 

29 Where the nations of the dragons of Arabia fhall come 
out with many chariots, and the multitude of them fhall be 
carried as the wind upon earth, that all they which hearthem 
may fear and tremble. : . 

30 Alfo the Carmanians raging in wrath fhall go forth as 
the wild boars of the wood, and with great power fhall the 
come, and join ‘battle with them, and fhall watle a portion 
of the land of the Affyrians. : Hoes 
. 31 And then fhall the dragons have the upper hand,. re~ 
membcring their nature; and if they fhall turn them(clves, 
confpiring together in great power to perfecute them, 

- 32 Then thefe fhall be troubled, and keep filence through 
their power, and fhall flee. ; ot : 

33 And from the: land of the Affyrians fhall the enemy 
befiege them, and confume fome of them, and in their hoft 
fhall be fear and dread, and ftrife among their kings. é 

34 Behold clouds ‘from the eaft and ‘from the north unto 
the fouth, and they-are very horrible.‘to- look upon, full of 
wrath and ftorm. 

*, 35° They fhall fmite one upon another, and they thal! 
fmite down a great multirude of ftars upon the earth, even 
their own ftar; and blood fhall be from the {word unto the 
belly, . : 

36 And dung of men unto the camel’s hough. 

37 And there thall be great fearfulnefs and trembling been 
: earth; 


re 

the earth: Ict this excite us to fearch the fcriptures daily, becaufe 
they teftify.of Chritt, who is the way, the truth, and the life. 

COMMENTARY axn NOTE on CHAP. XV. 

10 Behsld, my people, &c.] The Jews were cruelly perfecuted ; 

and Jeremiah, who had endeavoured to diffuade them from going 

down to Egypt, was; it is fuppofed, put to death by them. 

GENERAL 
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earth ; and they that fee the wrath fhall be afraid, and trem- 
bling fhall come upon them. ‘ 

36 And then fhall there come great ftorms from the fouth, 
and from the north, and another part trom the weft. 

39 And ftrong winds hall arife from the eaft, and fhall 
open it; and the cloud which he raifed up in wrath, and the 
flar ftirred to caufe fear toward the eaft and weft wind, fhall 
be deftroyed. : . 

40 The great and mighty clouds fhall be lifted up full of 
wrath, and the ftar, that they may make all the earth afraid, 
and them that dwell therein; and they fhall pour out over 
every high and eminent place an horrible flar, 

4. Fire, and hail, and flying fwords, and many waters, 
that all fields may be full, and all rivers, with the abundance 
of great waters. 

42 And they fhall break down the cities and walls, moun- 


tains and hills, trees of the wood, and grafs of the meadows, * 


and their corn. 

43 And they fhall go ftedfaftly unto Babylon, and make 
her afraid. 

44 They fhall come to her, and befiege her, the ftar and 
all wrath fhall they pour out upon her: then fhall the duft 
and fmoke go up unto the heaven, and all they that be about 
her fhall bewail her. 

45 And they that remain under her fhall do fervice unto 
them that have put her in fear. : 

46 And thou, Afia, that art partaker of the hope of Baby- 
lon, and art the glory of her perfon: 

Woe be unto thee, thou wretch, becaufe thou haft 

ede thyfelf like unto her; and haft decked thy daughters in 

whoredom, that they might pleafe and glory in thy lovers, 
which have alway defired to commit whoredom with thee! 

48 Thou haft followed her that is hated in all her works 
and inventions: therefore faith God, 

49 1 will fend plagues upon thee ; widowhood, poverty, 
famine, fword, and peftilence, to wafle thy houfes with de- 
ftruction and death. 

‘so And the glory of thy power fhall be dried up as a 

flower, when the heat fhall arife that is fent over thec. 

51 Thou fhalt be weakened as a poor woman with ftripes, 
and as one chaftifed with wounds, fo that the mighty and 
lovers fhall not be able to receive thee. 

52 Would I with jealoufy have fo proceeded againft thee, 
faith the Lord, 

3 If thou hadft not always flain my chofen, exalting the 
ftroke of thine hands, and faying over their dead, when thou 
watt drunken, 

‘ 54. Set forth the beauty of thy countenance? 

5, The reward of thy whoredom fhall be in thy bofom, 
therefore fhalt thow receive recompence. 

°56 Like as thou hait done unto my chofen, faith the Lord, 
even fo fhall God do unto thee, and fhall deliver thee into 
mifchief. 

67 Thy children fhall die of hunger, and thou fhall fall 
through the fword: thy cities fhall be broken down, and all 
thine fhall perifh with the fword in the field. 

58 They that be in the mountains fhail die of hunger, and 
eat their own flefh, and drink their own blood, for very hunger 
of bread; and thirft of water. 

59 Thou as unhappy fhalt come through the fea, and re- 

~ceive plagues again. 

60 And in the paffage they fhall. rufh on the idle city, and 
fhall deftroy fome portion of thy land, and confume part of thy 
glory, and fhall return to Babylon that was deftroyed. 

6% And thou fhalt be caft down by them as ftubble, and 
they fhall be unto thee as fire 5 

62 And fhall confume thee, and thy cities, thy land, and 
thy mountains ; all'‘thy woods and thy fruitful trees fhall they 
Durn up with fire. 

63 Thy children fhall they carry away captive, and, look, 
what thou haft, they fhall fpoil it, and mar the beauty of thy 


face. 
CHAP. XVI. 
OE be unto thee, Babylon, and Afia! wee be unto 
thee, Egypt, and Syria! 

2 Gird up yousfelves with cloths of fack and hair, bewail 
your children, and be forry: for your deftrudtion is at hand. 
3 A {word is fent upon you, and who may turn it back? 

4. A fire is fent among you, and who may quench it? 

5 Plagues are fent unto you, and what is he that may Grive 
them away? Me: : 

6 May any man drive away an hungry lion in the wood? 





Generar Rerrections on Chap. XV. 


The deftruétion of many nations were prediéted, which was to make 
the earth tremble, and the foundatiens thereof fhake, fhould caufe 
us to fear Ged, and walk in his ways ; inafmuch as, in the 

eateft calamities, the name of the Lord iy a ftrong tower, unto 
which the righteous may Sco, and-be fafc, 
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or may any one quench the fire in ftubble, when it hath 
begun to burn? 

7 May one turn again the arrow that is fhot of a ftrong 
archer ? 

8 The mighty Lord fendeth the plagues, and who is he 
that can drive them away? 

g A fire fhall go forth from his wrath, and who is he that 
ee er i ft ligh 

10 He fhall caft lightnings, and who thall not fear: 
fhall thunder, and who fhall not be afraid? eperhe 

tr The Lord fhall threaten, and who fhall not he utterly 
beaten to powder at his prefence? 

12 The earth quaketh, and the foundations thereof; the 
fea arifeth up with waves from the deep, and the waves of it 
are troubled, and the fithes thereof alfo, before the Lord, and 
before the glory of his power: 

13 For eone his right hand that bendeth the bow, his 
arrows that he fhooteth are fharp, and fhall not mifs, when 
they begin to be fhot into the ends of the world. 

14 Behold, the plagues are fent, and thall not return again, 
until they come upon the earth. + 

15 The fire is kindied, and fhall not be put out, till it 
confume the foundation of the earth. 

46 Like as an arrow which is fhot of a mighty archer re- 
turneth not backward: even fo the plagues that fhall be fent 
upon earth fhall not return again. 

‘ 17 Woe is me! woe is me! who will deliver me in thofe 
ays? 

18 The beginning of forrows and great mournings ; the 
beginning of famine and great death; the beginning of wars, 
and the powers fhall ftand in fear; the beginning of evils! 
what fhall I do when thefe evils thal! come? 

19 Behold, famine and plague, tribulation and anguith, 
are fent as {courges for amendment. 

20 But for all thefe things they fhall not turn from their 
wickednefs, nor be alway mindfal of the fcourges, 

21. Behold, vi€tuals fhall be fo good, cheap upon earth, 
that they fhall think themfelves to be in good cafe, and even 
then fhall evils grow upon earth, {word, famine, and great 
confution. 

22 For many of them that dwell upon earth hall perith 
of famine; and the other, that efcape the hunger, fhall the 
{word deftroy. 

23 And the dead fhall be caft out as dung, and there fhalt 
be no man to comfort them: for the earth fhall be wafted, 
and the cities fhall be calt down. 

24 There fhall be no man left to till the earth, and to 
fow it. 

25 The trees fhall give fruit, and who fhall gather them? 

26 The grapes fhall ripen, and who fhall tread them? for 
all places fhall be defolate of men: 

27 So that one man fhall defire to fee another, and to hear 
his voice. . 

28 For of a city there fhall be ten left, and two of the 
field, which fhall hide themfelves in the thick groves, and in 
the clefts of the rocks. 

29 Asin an orchard of olives upon every tree there are 
left three or four olives : 

30 Or as when a vineyard is gathered, there are teft fome 
clufters of them that diligently feck through the vineyard : 

31 Even fo in thofe days there thal} be three or four left 
by them that fearch their houfes with the fword.. 

32 And the carth fhall be laid wafte, and the fields thereof 
fhall wax old, and her ways and all her paths fhall grow full 
of thorns, becaufe no man fhall travel therethrough. 

33 The virgins fhall mourn, having no bridegrooms ; the 
women fhall mourn, having no hufbands ; their daughters 
fhall mourn, having no helpers. 

4. In the wars fhall their bridegrooms be deftroyed, and 
their hufbands fhall perifh of famine. 

35 Hear now thefe things, and underfland them, ye fer- 
vants of the Lord. 

36 Behold the word of the Lord, receive it; believe not 
the gods of whom the Lord fpake. 

37 Behold, the plagues draw nigh, and are not flack. 

8 As when a woman with child in the ninth month 


- bringeth forth her fon, within two or three hours of her birth 


great pains compafs her womb, which pains, when the child 
cometh forth, they flack not a moment: 

9 Even fo fhall not the plagues be flack to come upon 
the earth, and the world fhall mourn, and forrows fhall come 
upon it on every fide. : . 


ET AT TIL ET 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 

10 He fall caft lightnings, and who feall nat fear? &c.] The 
author, whoever he was, aims, in thefe paffages, to ftir up his coun 
trymen to a becoming reverence of the divine Majefty, while he is 
fending down his judgménte on the wicked. 

400 
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40 O my people, hear my word: make you ready to the battle, 
and in thofe evils be even as pilgrims upon the earth. 

4¢ He that felleth, let him be as he that fleeth away: and he that 
buyeth, as one that will lofe: 

42 He that occupieth merchandife, as he that hath no profit by it: 
and hethat buildeth, as he that fhalt not dwell therein: 

43 He that foweth, asifhe fhould not reap: fo alfo he'that plant- 
eth the vineyard, as he that fhall not gather the grapes: 

44 They that marry as they that fhall get no children; and they 
shat marry not, as the widowers. 

45 And therefore they that labour labour in vain: 

40 For ftrangers fhall reap their fruits, and fpoil their goods, over- 
throw their houles, and take their children captives, for in captivity 
and famine fhall they get children. 

And they that occupy their merchandife with robbery, the more 
they deck their cities, their houfes, their poffeffions, and their own 
erfons : 

E 48 The more will I be angry with them for their fin, faith the Lord. 
49 Like as a whore envicth a right honeft and virtuous women: 
50 So thall righteoufnefs hate iniquity, when fhe decketh herfelf, 

and fhall accufe her to her face. when he cometh that fhall defend 

him that diligently fearcheth out every fin upon earth, 

51 And Gereiscs be ye not like thereunto, nor to the works 
thereof. 

52 For yet a little, and iniquity fhall be taken away out of the 
earth, and rightcoufnefs fhall reign among yon. 

3 Let not the finner fay that he hath not finned: for God thall 
burn coals of fire upon his head, which faith before the Lord God 
and his glory, I have not finned. 

54 Behold, the Lord knoweth all the works of men, their imagi- 
nations, their thoughts, and their hearts: 

55 Which fpake but the word, Let the earth be made ; and it was 
made: Dt the heaven he made; and it was created. 

56 Inhis word were the {tars made, and he knoweth the number 
pf them. 

57 We fearcheth the deep, and the treafures thereof; he hath mea- 
fured the fea, and what it containeth. 

58 Hehath fhut the fea in the midft of the waters, and with his 
word hath he hanged the earth upon the waters. 

9 He fpreadeth out the heavens like a vault; upon the waters 
hath he founded it. 

60 In the defert hath he made fprings of water, and pools upon 


gpm te cree NE RT EP SSR NERY ADE SL EE RIS SMAI 
40 O my penple, hear my word, &c.] Vhe true worfhippers of the Mott High 

‘being only pilgrims in this vale of tears and mifery, muft expect to go through. 

troubles and afflictions. No manis without fin ; no man fhould therefore en- 


deavour to conceal it, but, by a confeflion of his faults to the Almighty, and: 


a fincere repentance, obtain forgivenefs ; and then he may be affured, that 
God will deliver him from all his afflictions, and at the fame time cer- 
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the tops of the mountains, that the floods might pour down fr 
high rocks to water the earth. i, we See 

61 He made man, and put his heart in the midf of the body, and 
gave him breath, life, and underftanding. 

62 Yea, and the Spirit of Almighty God, which made all things, 
and fearcheth out all hidden things in the fecrets of the carth, 

63 Surely he knoweth your inventions, and what ye think in your 
hearts, even them that fin, and would hide their fin. 

64 Therefore hath the Lord exaétly fearched out all your works 
and he will put you all to fhame. 

65 And when your fins are brought forth, ye fhall be afhamed be- 
fore men, and your own fins (hall be your accufers in that day. 

66 What will yedo? or how will ye hide your fins before God 
and his angels? e 

67 Behold, God himfelf is the judge, fear him: leave off from 
your fins, and forget your iniquities, to meddle no more with them 
for ever : fo fhall God lead you forth, and deliver you from alll trouble. 

68 For, behold, the burning wrath of a great multitude is kindled 
over you, and they fhall take away certain of you, and feed you, bee 
ing idle, with things offered unto idols. 

69 And they that confent unto them fhall be had in derifion and, 
in reproach, and trodden under foot. 

7° For there fhall be in every place, and in the next cities, a great 
infurre€&tion upon thofe that fear the Lord. 

71 They fhall be like madmen, {paring none, but ftill fpoiling and 
deftroying thofe that fear the Lord. 

72 For they fhall wafte and take away their goods, and caft them 
out of their houfes. 

73, Then fhall they be known, who are my chofen ; andthey fhall 
be tried as the gold in the fire. 

74 Hear, O ye my beloved, faith the Lord: behold, the days 
of trouble are at hand, but I will deliver you from the fame. 

75 Be ye not afraid, neither doubt ; for God is your guide, 

76 And the guide of them who keep my commandments and pre- 
cepts, faith the Lord God : let not your fins weigh you down, and let 
not your iniquities lift up themfelves. 

77 Woe be unto them that are bound with their fins, and covered 
with their iniquities, like asa field is covered over with bufhes, and the 
path thereof covered with thorns, that no man may travel through ! 

78 It is left undreffed, and is caft into the fire to be confumed 
therewith. 


i 
tainly punifh the obdurate, obftinate, and impenitent finner, ‘ 
Generar ReFuecrions on Chap. XVI. 

We thould confider our abode in this world as a pilgrimage ftate ; that we are 
obliged to travel through it; and that on this fide the grave we have no 
eeuouine city, but look for an heavenly one, wherein dwelleth righte- 
oufnefs. 
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CHAP. I. 
- HE book of the words of Tobit, fon of Tobiel, the fon of 
Ananiel, the fon of Aduel, the fon of Gabael, of the feed of 
Afael, of the tribe of Nephthali ;. 

2 Who in the time of Enemeffar king of the Affyrians was led cap- 
tive out of Thifbee, which is at the right hand of that city, which 
is called properly Nephthali in Galilee above Afer. 

3 I Tobit have walked all the days of my life in the way of truth 
and juftice, and J did many almfdecds to my brethren, and my nation, 
who came with me to Nineve, into the land of the Affyrians. 

4 And when I was in mine own country, in the land of Ifrael, 
being but young, all-the tribe of Nephthali my father fell from the 
houte of Jerufalem, which was chofen out of ail the tribes of Ifrael, 
that all the tribes fhould facrifice there, where the temple of the ha- 
bitation of the Moft High was confecrated and built for all ages. 

Now all the tribes which together revolted, and the houfe of my 
father Nephthali, facrificed unto the heifer Baal. 

6 But 1 alone went often to Jerufalem at the feafts, as it was or- 
dained unto all the people of Irael by an everlafting decree, having 
the firttfruits and tenths of increafe, with that which was firft fhorn 5 
and them gave I at thé altar to the priefts the children of Aaron. 

The firft tenth part of all increafe I gave to the fons of Aaron, 
who miniftered at Jerufalem: another tenth part I fold away, and 
went, and fpent it every year at Jerufalem : 

8 And the third I gave unto them to whom it was meet, as De- 
bora my father’s mother had commanded me, becaufe I was left an 
orphan by my father. 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP, 1. 
I. 6 J alone went often to Ferufalem, &c.] In the midft of a degenerate age, 


No. 76. 


9 Furthermore, when I was come to the age of aman, I married 
Anna of mine own kindred, and of her I begat Tobias. 

to And when we were carried away captive te Nineve, all my 
brethren and thofe that were of my kindred did eat of the bread of the 
Gentiles. 

11 But I kept myfelf from eating ; 

12 Becaufe I remembered God with all my heart. 

13 And the Moft High gave me graceand favour before Enemeffar, 
fo that E was his purveyor. 

14 And J went into Media, and left in truft with Gabael, the bro- 
ther of Gabrias, at Rages a city of Media, ten talents of filver. 

15 Now when Enemeffar was dead, Sennacherib his fon reigned 
in his ftead ; whofe eftate was troubled, that I could not go into Media. 

16 And in the time of Enemeffar I gave many alms to ‘my bre- 
thren, and gave my bread to the hungry, : 

17 And my clothes to the naked: and if I faw any of my nation 
dead, or caft about the walls of Nineve, I buried him. 

18 And if the king Sennacherib had flain any, when he was come, 
and fled from Judea, I buried him privily ; for in his wrath he killed 
many; but the bodies were not found, when they were fought for of 
the king. . - 

1g And when one of the Ninevites went and complained of me to 
the king, that I buried them, and hid myfelf; underitanding that I 
was fought for to be put to death, I withdrew myfelf for fear. 

20 Then all my goods were forcibly taken away, neither was there 
any thing left me, befide my wife Anna and my fon Tobias, ae 

: ar 


. 


he ftill perfevered in his duty, and worfhipped the God of his fathers. 
G7 . aE 
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21 And there paffed not five and fifty days, before two of his fons 
killed him, and they fled into the mountains of Ararath; and Sarche- 
donis his fon reigned in his ftead; who appointed over his father’s 
accounts, and over all his affairs, Achiacharus my brother Anael’s fon. 

22 And Achiacharus intreating for me, I returned to Nineve. 
Now Achiacharus was cupbearer, and keeper of the fignet, and ftew- 
ard, and overfeer of the accounts: and Sarchedonus appointed him 
next unto him: and he was my brother’s fon. 

CHAP. II 
OW when I was come home again, and my wife Anna was re- 
ftored unto me, with my fon Tobias, in the feaft of Pentecoft, 
which is the holy feaft of the feven weeks, there was a good dinner 
prepared me, in the which I fat down to cat. 

2 And when I faw abundance of meat, I faidto my fon, Go and 
bring what poor man foever thou fhalt find out of our brethren, who is 
mindful of the Lord ; and, lo, I tarry for thee. 

3 But he came again, and faid, Father, one of our nation is ftran- 
gied, and is caftout in the market place. _ . 

4 Then before I had tafted of any meat, I ftarted up, and took him 
up into a room until the going down of the fun. 

5 oe I returned, and wafhed myfelf, and ate my meat in hea- 
vinefs, 

6 Remembering that prophecy of Amos, as he faid, Your feafts 
fhall be turned into mourning, and all your mirth into lamentation. 

7 Therefore I wept: and after the going down of the fun I went 
and made a grave, and buried him. 

8 But my neighbours mocked me, and faid, This man is not yet 
afraid to be put to death for this matter: who fled away; and yet, lo, 
he burieth the dead again. 

g The fame night alfo [ returned from the burial, and flept by the 
wall of my courtyard, being polluted, and my face was unéovered : 

1o And I knew not that there were {parrows in the wall, and mine 
eyes being open, the fparrows muted warm dung into mine eyes, and 
a whitenefs came in mine eyes; and I went to the phyficians, bur they 
helped me not: moreover Achiacharus did nourifh me, until I went 
into Elymiais. 

11 And my wile Anna did take women’s works to do. 

12 And when the had fent them home to the owners, they paid 
her wages, and gave her alfo befides a kid. 

13 And when it was in my houfe, and began to cry, I faid unto 
her, From whence is this kid? is it not ftolen? render it to the 
owners ; for it is not lawful to eat any thing that is ftolen. 

14 But fhe replied upon me, It was given for a gift more than the 
wages. Howbeit I did not believe her, but bade her render it .to 
the owners: and I was abafhed at her. But fhe replied upon me, 
Where are thine alms and thy righteous deeds ? behold, thou and all 
thy works are known. ° : 

CHAP. Iii. 


’ I ‘H EN I being gricved did weep, and in my forrow prayed, 
faying, 

20 ‘Lord, thou art ju(t, and all thy works and all thy ways are 
mercy and truth, and thou judgeft truly and juftly for ever. 

3 Remember me, and look on me, punifh me not for my fins 
and ignorances, and she fins of my fathers, who have finned before thee : 

4. For they obeyed not thy commandments: wherefore thou halt 
delivered us for a {poil, and unto captivity, and unto death, and for 
a proverb of reproach to all the nations among whom we are difperfed. 

5 And now thy judgments are many and truc: deal with me ac- 
cording to my fins and my fathers’: becaufe we have not kept thy 
commandments, neithe r have walked in truth before thee. 

6 Now therefore deal with me as feemcth beft unto thee, and com- 
mand my fpirit to be taken from me, that I may be diffolved, and 
become earth: for it is profitable for me to die rather than to live, be- 
caufe I have heard falfe reproaches, and have much forrow : command 
therefore that I may now be delivered out of this diftrefs, and go into 
the everlafting place: turn not thy face away from me. 

7 It came to pafs the fume day, that in Ecbatane a city of Me- 
dia Sara the daughter of Raguel was alfo reproached by her father’s 
maids ; 

8 Becaufe that fhe had been married to feven hufbands, whom 
Afmodeus the evil {pirit had killed, before they had lain with her, 
Doft thou not know, faid they, that thou haft ftrangled thine huf- 
bands? thou haft had already feven hufbands, neither watt thou 
named after any of them. 

g Wherefore doft thou beat us for them? if they be dead, go thy 
ways after them, let us never {ce of thee either fon or daughter. 

io When fhe heard thefe things, fhe was very forrowful, fo that fhe 
thought to have ftrangled herfelf ; and the faid, I am the only daugh- 
ter of my father, and if I do this, it fhall be a reproach unto him, and 

I fhall bring his old age with forrow unto the grave. 
at Then fhe prayed toward the window, and faid, Bleffed art thou, 
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lI. 14 Bebold, thou and all thy works are knownx.] Marginreads, Lo, all 

things are known to thee. 
Generar Reriections on Chap. I. I. 

From thefe-chapters, we may learn, firft, the obligations we are under, as 
Chriftians to relieve the diftreffes of our fuffering brethren; and fecondly, 
that though God often punifhes his people for their fins, yet he pities and 
comforts them in their afflictions, in order to brinf them back to a fenfe of 
their duty. 


“~ 


To Or Be: I 7B: 





Apocrypha, 
O Lord my God, and thine holy and glorious name is blefled and 
honourable for ever: let all thy works praife thee for ever. 

12 And now, O Lord, I fet mine eyes and my face toward thee, 

13 And fay, Take me out of the earth, that I may hear no more the 
reproach. : 

14 Thou knoweft, Lord, that I am pure from all fin with man, 

15 And that I never polluted my name, nor the rame of my fa. 
ther, in the land of my captivity: I am the only daughter of my fa-- 
ther, neither hath he any child to be his heir, ‘neither any near kinf= 
man, nor any fon of his alive, to whom I may keep myfelf for a wife : 
my feven hufbands are already dead; and why fhould I live ? but if it 
pleafe not thee that I fhould die, command {ome regard to be had of 
me, and pity taken of me, that I hear no more reproach. : 

16 So the prayers of them both were heard before the majefty of 
the great God. 

17 And Raphacl was fent to heal them both, that is, to {cale away’ 
the whitenefs of Tubit’s cycs, and to give Sara the daughter of Raguel 
for a wife to Tobias the fon of Tobit; and to bind Afmodeus the 
evil fpirit ; becaufe the belonged to Tobias by right of inheritance. 
The ftelf fame time came Tobit home, and entered into his houfe, and 
Sara the daughter of Raguel came down from her upper chamber. 

CHAP. Iv. 
i that day Tobit remembered the money which he had committed 
to Gabacl in Rages of Media, 

9 And faid with himfcif, I have wifhed for death; wherefore do [ 
not call for my fon Tobias, that I may fignify to him oftbe money be- 
fore I die ? 

3 And when he had called him, he faid, My fon, when I am dead, 
bury me; and defpife not thy mother, but honour her all the days 
of thy life, and do that which thall pleafe her, and grieve her not. © 

4 Remember, my fon, that the faw many dangers for thee, when 
thou waft in her womb; and when fhe is dead, bury her by me in one 

rave. 
. 5 My fon, be mindful of the Lord our God all thy days, and let 
not thy will be fet to fin, or to tranfyrefs his commandments: do: 
uprightly all thy life Jong, and follow not the ways cf unrightcou!- 
nels. 

6 For if thou deal truly, thy doings fhall profperoufly fucceed to 
thee, and to all them that live juftly. 

4 Give alms of thy fisbNance ; and when thou giveft alms, let not 
thine eye be envious, neither turn thy face from any poor, and the 
face of God fhall not be turned away from thee. 

8 If thou haft abundance, givealms accordingly : if thou have but 
a little, be not afraid to give according to that little: : 

9 For thou layeft up a good treafure for thyfelf againft,the day of . 
neceflity. 

1o Becaufe that alms do deliver from death, and fuffereth not to 
come into daiknefs. : 

11 For alms is a good gift unto all that give it in the fight of the 
Mott High. 

12 Beware of all whoredom, my fon, and chiefly take a wife of 
the feed of thy fathers, and take nota ftrange woman to wife, which 
is not of thy father’s tribe: for we are the children of the prophets, 
Noe, Abraham, Ifaac, and jacob: remember, my fon, that our fa- 
thers from the beginning, even that they all married wives of their 
own kindred, and were bleffed in their children, and their feed fhall 
inherit the land. 

13 Now therefore, my fon, love thy brethren, and defpife not in 
thy heart thy brethren, the fons and daughters of thy people, in ot 
taking a wife of them: for in pride is deitrnction and much trouble, 
and in lewdnefs is decay and great want: for lewdnefs is the mother 


f of famine. 


14 Let not the wages of any man, which hath wrought for thee, 
tarry with thee, but give him it out of hand: for if thou ferve God, 


f he will alfo repay thee: be cireumf{pect, my fon, in all things thou 
4 doeft, and be wife in all thy converfation. 


15 Do that tono man which thon hateft: drink not wine to make 
thee drunken : neither let drunkennefs go with thee in thy journey. 
16 Give of thy bread to the hungry, and of thy garments to them 


f that are naked ; and according to thine abundance give alms ; and let 
not thine eye be envious, when thou giveft alms, 


17 Pour out thy bread on the burial of the juft, but give nothing to 


| the wicked. 


18 Afk counfel of all that are wife, and defpife not any counfel 


that.is profitable. 
19 Biefs the Lord thy God alway, and defire of him that thy ways 


§ may be dirééted, and that all thy paths and counfeis may profper: 
for every nation hath not counfel ; but the Lord himlelf giveth all 
f good things, and he humbleth whom he will, as he will ; now theie- 
tore, my fon, remember ny commandments, neither Iet them be put 


out of thy mind. 
20 And 





COMMENTARY anvp NOTES eon CHAP. IIl. IV. 

Til. 8 Afmodeus, &c.] Thisname is probably derived froma Hebrew word, 
which fignifies to exterminate ; fo that nothing moré is meant by Afmodeus, 
than the deftroying or exterminating angel. 

IV. 19 Bh/fs the Lord thy God alway, &¢.]_ He concludes his excellent ad- 
monitions with declaring; that all our happincfs flows from the Lord, who 
caufeth our undertakings to profper, and bleffeth the labours of our hands. 

GENERAL 


Apocrypha. 


20 And now I fignify this to thee, that I committed ten talents to 
‘Gabael the /on of Gabrias at Rages in Media. 

2t And fear not, my fon, that we are made poor: for thou haft 
much wealth, if thou fear God, and depart from al] fin, and do that 
which is pleafing in his fight. 

CHAP. V. 
O BIAS then anfwered and faid, Father, 
which thou haft commanded me: 

2 Kut how can I receive the money, feeing I know him not ? 

3 Then he gave him the handwriting, and faid unto him, Seek 
thee a man which may go with thee, whiles I yet live, and I will give 
himi wages: and go and receive the money. 

4 Therefore when he went to feek aman, he found Raphael that 
was an angel. 

5 Buthe knew not; and he faid unto him, Canft thou go with 
me to Rages? and knoweit thou thofe places well ? 

6 To whom the angel faid, I will go with thee, and I know the 
way well: for I have lodged with our brother Gabael. 

7 Then Tobias faid unto him, Tarry for me, till I tell my father. 


I will do all things 


38 Then he faid unto him, Go, and tarry not. So he went in and . 
faid to his father, Behold, I have found one which will go with me. * 


Then he faid, Call him unto me, that J may know of what tribe he 
is, and whether he be a trufiy man to go with thee. 

9 So he called him, and he came in, and they faluted one another. 

1o Then Tobit faid unto him, Brother, dhew me of what tribe and 
family thou art. 

11 To whom he faid, Doft thou feek for a tribe or family, or 
an hired man to go with thy fon? Then Tobit faid unto him, I 
would know, brother, thy kindred and name. 

12 Then he faid, 1 am Azarias, the fon of Ananias the great, 
and of thy bre:hren. 

13 Then Tobit faid, Thou art welcome, brother; be not now 
angry with me, becaufe I have enquired to know thy tribe and thy 
fainily ; for thou art my brother, of an honeftand good ftock : for I 
know Ananias and Jonathas, fons of that great Samaias, as we went 
together to Jerufatem to worfhip, and offered the firftborn, and the 
tenths of the fruits ; and they were not feduced with the error of our 
brethren : my brother, thou art of a good flock. 

14 But tell me, what wages fhall give thee ? wilt thova drachma 
day, and things neceffary, as to mine own fon? 

15 Yea, moreover, if ye return fafe, I willadd fomething to thy 
wazes, 

16 So they were well pleafed. Then faid he to Tobias, Prepare 
thyfelf for the journey, and God fend you a good journey. And 


when his fon had prepared all things for the journey, his father faid, ° 


Go thon with this man, and God, which dwelleth in heaven, prof. 
per your journey, and the angel of God keep you company. So they 
went forth both, and the young man’s dog with them. 


17 But Anna his mother wept, and faid to Tobit, Why haft thou 


fent away our fon? is he not the ftaff of our hand, in going in and 
out before us ? 

18 Be not greely to add moneyto money : but Ict it be as refufe 
in refpect of our child. 

tg For that which the Lord hath given us to live with doth fufice 
us. : 

20 Then faid Tobit to her, Take no care, my fifler ; “he fhall re- 
turn in fafety, and thine eyes fhall fec him, 

21 Lor the good angel will keep lim company, and his journey 
fhal] be profperous, and he fhall return fafe. 

22 Then fhe made an end of weeping. 

CHAP. VI. 
A ND as they went on their journey, they came in the evening 
to the river Tigris, and they lodged there. 

2 And when the young man went down to wath himfelf, a fifh 
leaped out of the river, and would have devoured him. 

3 Then the angel-faid unto him, Take the fith. And the young 
man laid hold of the fifh, and drew it to land. 

4 To whom the ange. faid, Open the fifh, and take the heart and 
the liver and the gall, and put them up fafely. 

5 So the young man did as the angel commanded him; and when 
they had roafled the fifh, they did eat it: then they both went on 
their way, till they diew near to Ecbatane. 

6 Then the young man faidto the angel, Brother Azarias, to what 
ufe is the heart and the liver and the gall of the fihh? 

7, And he faid unto him, Touching the heart and the liver, if a 
devil or an evil fpirit trouble any, we mult make a fmoke thereof 
before the man or the woman, and the party fhall be no more vexed. 

8 Astorthe gall, it is ¢9od to anoint a man that hath whitenefs in 
his eyes, and he fhall be healed. 





Generar REPLEcCTIons on Chap. IL. IV. 

From the exhortations of Tobit to his fon, we may derive thisimportant leffon, 
that paternal (as well as filhal duty) ends only with life, and that we cannot 
heflow a more valuable legacy on our children, than that of an exhortation 
for their continuing in the practice of every moral and religious duty. 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES ow CHAP.V.VL, 
V. 19 For that aubich the Lord hath given us, Sc.) Margin: fo long as 

God hath granted us to live, this is fufiicient. 

Vie 197 Mis heart was effectually joined unto her.} Or, Vehemently. 
3 






CHAP. V. VI. 


VII: 


9 And when they were come near to Rages, 

10 The angel faid to the young man, Brother, to day we {hall 
lodge with Raguel, who is thy confin; he alfo hath one only daugh- 
eet Sara; I will fpeak for her, that fhe may be given thee for 
a wife. 

11 For to thee doth the right of her appertain, feeing thou only art 
of her kindred. 

12 And the maid is fair and wife: now therefore hear me, and 
will fpeak to her father; and when we return from Rages we will 
celebrate the marriage: for I know that Raguel cannot marry her to 
another according to the law of Mofes, but he fhall be guilty of death, 
becaufe the right of inheritance doth rather appertain to thee than to 
any other. 

13 Then the young man anfwered the angel, I have heard, brother 
Azarias, that this maid hath been given to feven men, who all died in 
the marriage chamber. 

14 And now I am the only fon of my father, and I am afraid, left, 
if I goinunto her, I die, as the other before: fora wicked {pirit lov- 
eth her, which hurteth no body, but thofe which come unto her: 
wherefore I alio fear left I die, and bring my father’s and my mother’s 
life becaufe of me to the grave with forrow : for they have no other 
fon to bury them. ‘ 

15 Then the angel faid unto him, Doft thou not remember the 
precepts which thy father gave thee, that thou fhouldeft marry a wife 

.of thine own kindred? wherefore hear me, O my brother ; “for fhe 
fhal] be given thee to wife; and make thou no reckoning of the evil 
fpirit; for this fame night fhall fhe be given thee in marriage. 

16 And when thou fhalt come into the marriage chamber, thou 
fhalt take the afhes of perfume, and thalt lay upon them fome of the 
heart and liver of the fifh, and fhalt make a {moke with it : 

17 And the devil fhall fmell it, and flee away, and never come 
again any more: but when thou fhalt come to her, rife up both of 
you, and pray to God which is merciful, who will have pity on you, 
and fave you: fear not, for the is appointed unto thee from the begin- 
ning; and thou fhalt preferve her, and fhe fhall go with thee. More- 
over I fuppofe that fhe fhall bear thee children. Now when Tobias 
had heard thefe things, he loved her, and his heart was effeétually 


jeined to her. 
CHAP. VII. 
ND when they were come to Ecbatane, they came to the houfe 
A of Raguel, and Sara met them: and.after they had faluted one 
another, fhe brought them into the houfe. 

2 Then faid.Raguel to Edna his wife, How like is this young man 
to Tobit my couin! 

3 And Raguel afked them, From whence are ye, brethren? To 
whom they faid, We are of the fons of Nephthalim, which are cap- 
tives in Nineve. 

4 Then he faid to them, Do ye know Tobit our kinfman? and they 
faid, We know him. Then faid he, Is he in good health? 

5 And they faid, He is both alive, and in good health ; and Tobias 
faid, He is my father. : 

6 Then Raguel leaped up, and kiffed him, and wept, 

7 And biefled him, and faid unto him, Thou art the fon of an ho- 
neft and good man. But when he had heard that Tobit was blind, 
he was forrowful, and wept. 

8 And likewile Edna his wife and Sara his daughter wept. More- 
over they entertained them chearfully ; and after that they had killed 
-a-ram of the flock, they fet flore of meat on the table. Then faid 
Tobias to Raphael, Brother Azarias, fpeak of thofe things of which 
thon didft talk in the way, and Jet this bufinefs be difpatched. 

g So he communicated the matter with Raguel: and Raguel faid 
to Tobias, Eat and drink, and make merry: 

10 For itis meet that thou fhouldeit marry my daughter: never- 
thelefs I will declare unto thee the truth. . 

11 I have given my daughter in marriage to {even men, who died 
that night they came in unto her: neverthelefs for the prefent be 
merry. But ‘Lobias faid, I will eat nothing here, till we agree and 
{wear one to another. 

12 Raguel faid, Then take her from henceforth according to the 
manner, tor thou art her coufin, and the is thine, and the merciful 
God give you good fuccefs in all things. 

13 Then he called his daughter Sara, and fhe came to her father, 
and he took her by the hand, and gave her to be wife to Tobias, fay- 
ing, Behold, take her after the Jaw of Mofes, and lead her away to 
thy father. And he bleffed them ; . 4 . 

14. And called Edna his wife, and took paper, and did write an in- 
ftrument of covenants, and {ealed it. 

15 Then they began to eat. 


Apocrypha. 


16 After 





Gexnerat REFLECTIONS on Chap. V. VI. 


Let us confider, if prudence be fo effentially neceffary in temporal matters, 
how much more is it fo in the concerns of falvation! And if we are real 
believers, we fhall look upon the ways of God as calculated to promote 


our real and permanent happinefs. ~ 
-COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. VI. VIIL 
VIL. 8 After that they had killed a lamb of the flock, &c.) A tacking ram, 
or lamb. © 


Apocrypha. 


16 After Raguel called his wife Edna, and faid unto her, Sifter, 
prepare another chamber, and bring her in thither. 

47 Which when the had done as he had bidden her, fhe brought 
her thither :,and fhe wept, and fhe received the tears of her daughter, 
and faid unto her, 

18 Be of good comfort, my daughter; the Lord of heaven and 
earth give thee joy for this thy forrow: be of good comfort, my 


daughter. 
CHAP. VIII. 


A ND when they had fupped, they brought Tobias in unto her. 


2 Andas he went, he remembered the words of Raphael, and 
took the afhes of the perfumes, and put the heart and the liver of the 
fith thereupon, and made a {moke therewith. 

3 The which fmell when the evil {pirit had fmelled, he fled into 
the utmoft parts of Egypt, and the angel bound him. 

4. And after that they were both fhut in together, Tobias rofe out 
of the bed, and faid, Sifter, arife, and let us pray that God would have 
pity on us. : 

§ Then began ‘Tobias to fay, Bleffed art thou, O God of our fa- 
thers, and bleffed és thy holy and glorious name for ever ; let the hea- 
-vens blefs thee, and all thy creatures. 

6 Thou madelt Adam, and gaveft him Eve his wife for an helper 
and ftay: of them came mankind: thou haft faid, It is not good that 
man fhould be alone; let us make unto him an aid like unto himfelf. 

7 And now, O Lord, I take not this my filter for luft, but up- 
sightly : therefore mercifully ordain that we may become aged together. 

8 And the faid with him, Amen. 

9 So they flept both that night. And Raguel arofe, and went and 
made a grave, 

10 Saying, J fear left he alfo be dead. 

tr But when Raguel was come into his houfe, 

12 He faid unto his wife Edna, Send one of the maids, and let her 
fee whether he be alive: if he de not, that we may bury him, and no 
man know it. 

13, So the maid opened the door, and went in, and found them 
both afleep, 

14. And came forth, and told them that he was alive. 

15 Then Raguel praifed God, and faid, O God, thou art worthy 
to be praifed with all pure and holy praife ; therefore let thy faints 
praife thee with all thy creatures; and let all thine angels and thine 
eleé praife thee for ever. 

16 Thou art to be praifed, for thou haft made me joyful ; and that 
is not come to me which I fufpe€ted ; but thou haft dealt with us ac-~ 
cording to thy great mercy. 

17 Thou art to be praifed, becanfe thou haft had mercy of two that 
were the only begotten children of their fathers: grant them mercy, 
O Lord, and finith their life in health with joy and mercy. 

_18 Then Raguel bade his fervants to fill the grave. 

1g And he kept the wedding feaft fourteen days. 

20 For before the days of the marriage were finifhed, Raguel had 
faid unto him by an oath, that he fhould not depart till the fourteen 
days of the marriage were expired 5 

21 And then he fhould take the half of his goods, and go in fafety 
to his father ; and fhould have the reft when I and my wife be dead.” 

: CHAP. Ix. 
HEN Tobias called Raphael, and faid unto him, 

2 Brother Azarias, take with thee a fervant, and two camels, 
and go to Rages of Media to Gabael, and bring me the money, and 
bring him to the wedding. 

3 For Raguel hath fworn that I fhall not depart. : 

4 But my father counteth the days ; and if 1 tarry long, he will be 
very ony 

§ So Raphael went out, and lodged with Gabael, and gave him the 
handwriting : who brought forth bags which were fealed up, and gave 
them to him. 

6 And early in the morning they went forth both together, and 
came to the wedding: and Tobias bleffed his wife. 

. CHAP. X. 
No Tobit his father counted every day: and when the days of 
the journey were expired, and they came not, 

2 Then Tobit faid, Are they detained? or is Gabael dead, and 
there #s no man to give him the money ? 

3, Therefore he was very forry. 

Then his wife faid unto him, My fon is dead, feeing he ftayeth 
Jong ; and fhe began to bewail him, and faid, 

5 Now I care for nothing, my fon, Since I have tet thee go, the light 
of mine eyes. : 

6 To whom Tobit faid, Hold thy peace, take ne care, forhe is fafe. 


ar rE Se tt SSD 


VIL. 5 Bleffed art thou, O God of our fathers, &c.) This prayer is very 
pious, and well adapted to the occafion ; nor is it an improper form to be 
ufed by every new-married couple even in our days. 

Grenerat Rerptrecrions on Chap. VIL. VIII. 
In the latter of thefe chapters, we have an excellent example for prayer and 
praife, both which are duties indifpenfabyy requifite in every trne Chrittian. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. X. XI. 
i ee 6 Tobias bleffed his wife.] Junius reads, Gabael bleffed Tobias and 
as wife. 
X. 11 He bleed them, &c.] Here is exhibited a remarkable inftance of 
2 


T O BIT. 


Apocrypha, 


7 But fhe faid, Hold thy peace, and deceive me not; my fon is 
dead. And fhe went out every day into the way which they went, and 
did eat no meat on the daytime, and ceafed not whole nights to be- 
wail her fon Tobias, until the fourteen days of the wedding were ex- 
pired, which Raguel had fworn that he fhould fpend there. Then 
‘Tobias faid to Raguel, Let me go, for my fatherand my mother look 
no more to fee me. 

8 But his fatherin law faid unto him, Tarry with me, and I will 
fend to thy father, and they thal! declare unto him how thii2s go 
with thee. 

9 But Tobias faid, No 5 but let me go to my father. 

1o Then Raguel arofe, and gave him Sura his wife, and half his 
goods, fervants, and cattle, and money : 

11 And he bleffed them, and fent them away, faying, The God of 
heaven give you a profperous jourhey, my children. 

12 And he faid to his daughter, Honour thy father and thy mother 
in law, which are now thy parents, that I may hear good report of 
thee. And he kiffed her. Edna alfo faid to Tobias, The Lord of 
heaven reftore thee, my Cear brother, and grant that ] may fee thy 
children of my daughter Sara before I die, that I. may rejoice before 
the Lord: behold, I commit my daughter unto thee of {pecial truft; 
wherefore do not entreat her evil. 

CHAP. XI. 
F TER thefe things Tobias went his wav, praifing God that 
4 he had given him a profpercus journey, and blelled Raguel and 
Edna his wife, and went on his way till they drew near unto Nineve. 

2 Then Raphacl faid to Tobias, Thou knowelt, brother, how theu 
didft leave thy father : 

3 Let us hafte before thy wife, and prepare the houfe. 

4. And:take in thine hand the gall of the ff. So they went thcit 
way, and the dog went after them. 

5 Now Anna fat looking about toward the way for her fon. 

6 And when fhe efpied him coming, the faid to his father, behold, 
thy fon cometh, and the man that went with him. 

‘i 3 Then faid Raphael, I know, Tobias, that thy father will open 
is eyes. 

8 ‘Therefore anoint thou his eyes with the gall, and being pricked 
therewith, he fhall rub, and the whitenefs fhall fall away, and he fhall 
fee thee. 

g Then Anna ran forth, and fell upon the neck of her fon, and 
faid unto him, Seeing I have feen thee, my fon, trom henceforth I 
am content to die. And they wept both. 

10 Tobit alfo went forth toward the door, and ftumbled: but his 
fon ran unto him, 

11 And took hold of his father: and he ftrake off the gall on his 
father’s eyes, faying, Be of good hope, my father. 

12 And when his cyes began io {mart, he rubbed them ; 

t3 And the whitenefs pilled away from the corners of his eyes: and 
when he faw his fon, he fell upon his neck, 

14 And he wept, and faid, Bleffed art thou, O God, and bleffed is 
thy name for ever ; and blefled are all thine holy angels : 

1§ For thou haft fcourged, and haft taken pity ov me: for, behold, 
I fee my fon Tobias. And his fon went in rejoicing, and told his 
father the great things that had happened to him in Media. 

16 Then Tobit went out to mect his daughter in law at the gate 
of Nineve, rejoicing, and praifing God: and they which faw him go 
maryelled, becaufe he had received his fight. 

17 But Tobit gave thanks before them, becaufe God had mercy on 
him. And when he came near to Sara his daughter in law, he bleffed 
her, faying, Thou art welcome, daughter : God be bleffed, which hath 
brought thee unto us, and bleffed be thy father and thy mother. And 
there was joy among all his brethren which were at Nineve. 

18 And Achiacharus, and Nafbas his brother’s fon, came : 

19 And Tobias’ wedding was kept feven days with great joy. 

CHAP. XII. 
HEN Tobit called his fon Tobias, and faid unto him, My 
fon, fee that the man have his wages, which went with thee, 
and thou muft give him more. 

2 And Tobias faid unto him, O father, it is no harm to me to 
give him half of thofe things which I have brought : 

3 For he hath brought me again to thee in fafety, and made whole 
my wife, and brought me the money, and likewide healed thee. 

4 Then the old man faid, It is due unto him. 

5 So he called the angel, and he faid unto him, Take half of all 
that ye have brought, and go away in fafety. 

6 ‘Then he took them both apart, and faid unto them, Blefs God, 
praife him, and magnify him, and praife him for the things which 
he hath done unto you an the fight of all that live. It is good to 

praife 





that endearing affe€tion which nature has implanted in the hearts of parents 
for their children, efpecially when Providence thinks proper to feparate them 
from each other. 

XI. 1 Lobias went his way, praifing God, &c.] ‘The pious hiftorian has 
taken care, in every tranfaction he has recorded, to render the whole honour 
to God; and it would be of the greateft advantage to us, if we imitated his 
example. 

Generat Rerrections on Chap. IX. X. XI. 
We have in thefe chapters, feveral laudable patterns of filial piety, parental 
affe€tion, and gratitude to God, from whom every good gitt proceeds. 
COMMENTARY 





Apocrypha. 


raife God, and exalt his name, and honourably to flew forth the 
works of God ; therefore be not flack to praife him. 2 
It is good to keep clofe the fecret of a king, but it is honourable 
to reveal the works of God. Do that which is good, and no evil fhall 
. touch you. ; : : : 

8 Prayer is good with fafting and alms and righteoufnefs. A little 
with righteoufnefs is better than much with unrighteoufnefs. It is 
better to give alms than to lay up gold: ‘ 

For alms doth deliver from death, and fhall purge away all fin. 
Thofe that exercife alms and righteoufnefs fhall be filled with lifes 

1o But they that fin are enemies to their own life. 

ar Surely I will keep clofe nothing from you. For I faid, It was 
good to keep clofe the fecret of a king, but that it was honourable to 
reveal the works of God. 

12, Now therefere, when thou didft pray, and Sara thy daughter in 
Jaw, I did bring the remembrance of your prayers before the Holy 
One: and when thou didft bury the dead, I was with thee likewife. 

13 And when thou didft not delay to rife up, and leave thy dinner, 
to go and cover the dead, thy good deed was not hid from me: but I 
\was with thee. : 

14 And now God hath fent meto heal thee and Sara thy daughter 
in law. 

15 Lam Raphael, one of the feven holy angels, which prefent the 
prayers of the faints, and which go inand out before the glory of the 
Holy One. 

. 16 Then they were both troubled, and fell upon their faces: for 
they feared. ‘ 

17 But he faid unto them, Fear not, for it fhall go well with you ; 
praife God therefore. : 

18 For not of any,favour of mine, but by thé will of ourGod I 
came ; wherefore praife him for ever. 


. 


19 All thefe days I did appear unto you ; but I did neither eat nor 


drink, but ye did fee a vilion. 

20 Now therefore give God thanks: for I go up to him that fent 
me; but write all things which are done ina book. 

21 And when they arofe, they faw him no more. 
. @2 Then they confeiled the great and wonderful works of God, 
and how the angel of the Lord had appeared uuto them. : 

: CHAP. XII. 
ue Tobit wrote a prayer of rejoicing, and faid, Blefled be 
God that liveth for ever, and bleffed be his kingdom. 

2 For he doth fcourge, and hath mercy: he leadeth down to hell, 

and bringeth up again: neither is there any that can avoid his hand. 


3 Confefs him before the Gentiles, ye'children of Ifracl: for he : 


hath fcattered us among them. 
4. There declare his greatnefs, and extol him before all the living: 


for he is our Lord, and he is the Gad our Father for ever. 
5 And he will {courge us for our iniquities, and will have mercy 
again, and will gather us out of all nations, among whom he hath 


{cattered us. 


6 If yeturn to him with your whole heart, and with your whole 


mind, and dea! uprightly before him, then will he turn unto you, and 
will not hide his face from you. Therefore fee what he will do with 
vou, and confefs him with your whole mouth, and praife the Lord of 
might, and extol the everlafting King. Inthe land of my captivity 
dol praife him, and declare his might and majefty to a finful nation. 
O ye finners, turn and do juftice before him: who can tell if he will 
accept you, and have mercy on you? 


4 1 will extol my God, and my foul fhall praife the King of hea- 


ven, and fhall rejoice in his greatnefs. 

S$ Letall men {peak, and let all praife him for his righteoufnefs. 

g O Jerufalem, the holy city, he will fcourge thee for thy children’s 
works, and will have mercy again on the fons of the righteous. 

. 10 Give praife to the Lord, for he is good: and praife the everlaft- 
ing King, that fis tabernable may be builded in thee again with joy, 
and Iet him make joyful there in thee thofe that are captives, and ae 
in thee for ever thofe that are miferable. 

z1 Many-nations fhall come from far to the name of the Lord 
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COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIl. XH. XIV. 

MU. g For alms duth, Sco] It has been the wretched and unfcriptural 
notion of many people, in all ages and nations, to imagine that the giving a 
{mall matter to the pocr would procure God’s favour,.which can only be ob- 
tained through Chrift Jefus, his beloved Son. : 

XII. og He will feourge thre for thy children's fake, &¢.] Or, as it is in 
the original, He will lay a fcourge upon the works of thy children. 

XLV. 8 My jou, apart out of Ninewe, &c.] Jonah had prephefied that 
Nineve fhould be deitroyed in torty days; but thefe were years, and in that 





ee 


CHAP. Xill. 


a 


XIV, Apocrypha. 
God. with gifts in their hands, éven gifts'to the King of heaven: all 
generations fhall praife thee with great joy. ; 

12 Curfed are all they which hate thee, and bleffed fhall all be 
which love thee for ever. 

¥3 Rejoice and be glad for the children of the juft: for they fhall be 
gathered together, and thall blefs the Lord of the juft. : 

14 O bleifed are they which love thee; jor they fhall rejoice in thy 
peace: bleffed are they which have been forrowful for all thy fcourges 3 
for they fhall rejoice for theé, when théy have feen all thy plory, and 
fhall be glad forever. 

15 Let my foul blefs God the great King. 

16 For Jerufalem fhall be built up with fapphires, and emeralds; and 
precious ftone ; thy walls and towers and battlements with pure gould. 

17_ And the ftreets of Jerufalem fhall be paved with beryl and car- 
buncle and ftones of Ophir. nes 

18 Andallher ftreets fhall fay, Alleluia; and they thal praife him, 
faying, Bleffed be God, which hath extolled it for ever. 

CHAP. XIV. : 
S° Tobit made an end of praifing God. 

2 And he was eight and fifty years old when he loft his fight, 
which was reftored to him after eight years; and he gave alms, and he 
‘increafed in the fear of the Lord God, and praifed him. 

And when he was very aged, he called his fon, and the fix fons of 
his fon, and faid to him, My fon, take thy children; for, behold, ] am 
aged, and am ready to depart out of this life. 

4 Go into Media, my fon, for I furely believe thofe things which 
Jonas the prophet fpake of Nineve, that it fhall-be overthrown: and 
that for atime peace fhall rather be in Media: and that our brethren. 
fhall lie fcattered in the earth from that good land 5; and Jerufalem 
fhall be defolate, and the houfe of God in it fhall be burned, and fhalk 


be defolate for a time; : : 
5 And that again God will have mercy on them, and bring them 











- again iste the land, where they fhall build a temple,’ but not like to 
. the firft, until the time of that age be fulfilled ; and afterward they fhall 


return from al/ places of their captivity, and build up Jerufalem glori- 
oufly, and the houfe of God fhall be built in it for ever with a glorious 
building. as the prophets haye fpoken thereof. ; 

6 And all nations fhail turn, and fear the Lord Gad truly, and fhall 
bury their idols. ; : 

ies fhall all nations praife the Lord, and his peuple thall confefs God, 
and the Lord fhall exalt his people; and all thofe which love the Lord 
God in truth and juftice fhall rejoice, fhewing mercy to our brethren. 

8 And now, my fon, depart out of Nineve, becaufe that thofe things 
which the prophet Jonas fpake fhall furely Come'to pafs. 

9 But keep thou the law and the commandments, and fhew thyfelf 
merciful and jaft, that ir may go well with thee. 

to And bury me decently, and thy mother with me; but tarry no 
longer at Nineve. Remember, my fon, how Aman handled Achia- 
charus that brought him up, how out of light he brought him into 
darknefs, and how he rewarded him again: yet Achiacharus was 
faved, but the other had his reward: for he went down into darknefs, 
Manaffes gave alms, and efcaped the fnares of death which they had 
fet for him: but Aman fell into the fnare, and perifhed. E 

11 Wherefore now, my fon, confider what alms docth, and how 
righteoufnefs doth deliver. When he had faid thefe things, he gave 
up the ghoft in the bed, being an hundred and eight and fifty years old ; 
and he buried him honourably. ee : 

12 And when Anna his mother was dead, he buried her with his 
father. But Tobias departed with his wife and children to Ecbatane 
to Raguel his father-in-law, ; 

13 Where he became old with honour, and he buried his father and 
mother in law honourably, and he inherited their fubftance, and his fa- 
ther Tobit’s. . . 

14. And he died at Ecbatane in Media, being an hundred and feven 
and twenty years old. 

15 Butbefore he died he heard of the deftruétion of Nineve, which 
was taken by Nabuchodonofor and Affuerus: and before his death he 
rejoiced over Nineve. 

A TEL I TAPER SECTOR MERE SA SEY SR STEER A A IE TOA TET 
time the event took place. Tobias accordingly obeyed the voice of his father, 
retired into Media, and beheld the fuperb buildings of that magnificent city 
blended with the duft. : 
Generat ReFuecTions on Chap. XII. XIN. XIV. 

What more immediately befpeaks our attention in thefe chapters, is, that we 

promote the intereft of the rifing generation, by. bringing them up in the. 

principles of their duty ; and itis incumbent on all parents to enforce.the 
- moft falutary precepts on their children by 2 folemn deyth-bed exhortation, 

when their counfel will be moft likely, to make the deepeit impreffion. 





JUDITH. 








———— 


CHAP. I. 
a the twelfth year of the reign of Nabuchodonofor, who reigned in 
Nineve, the great city: inthe days of Arphaxadl, which reigned 
ever the Medes in Ecbatane, 
No. 77+ 


2 And builtin Ecbatane walls reynd about of ftenes hewn three 


cubits broad and fix se long, and iade the height of the wall fe- 
venty cubits, and the b: 


adth thereof fifty,cubits : - 
3 And fer the towers thereof upon thewwates of it an hundred cu- 
AZ bits 


Apocrypha. 
bits high, and the breadth thereof in the foundation threefcore cubits: 
4.And he made the gates thereof, even gates that were raifed to the 
‘height of feventy cubits, and the breadth of them was forty cubits, for 
the going forth of his mighty armies, and for the fetting in array of 

his footmen : 
5 Even in thofe days king Nabuchodonofor made war with king 
Arphaxadin the greatplain, which is the plain in the borders of Ragau. 
6 And there came unto him all they that dwelt in the hill country, 


and all that dwelt by Euphrates, and Tigris, and Hydafpe, and the. 


plain of Arioch the king of the Elymeans, and very many nations of 
the fons of Chelod, aflembled themfelves to the battle. 

7 Then Nabuchodonofor king of the Affyrians fent unto all that 
dwelt in Berfia, and to all that dwelt weftward, and to thofe that dwelt 
in Cilicia, and Damafcus, and Libanus, and Antilibanus, and to-all 
that daelt upon the fea coaft, / 

8 And to thofe among the nations that were of Carmel, and Ga- 
laad, and the higher Galilee, and the great plain of Efdrelom, 

g And to all that were in Samaria and the cities thereof, and be- 
youd Jordan unto Jerufalem, and Berane, and Chellus, and Kades, 

-and the viver of Egypt, and Taphnes, and Rameife, and all the land 
of Gefem, e . 

.£0 Until ye come beyond Tanis and Memphis, and to all the in- 
habitants of Egypt, until ye come to the borders of Ethiopia. 

tz But all the inhabitants of the land made light of the command- 
ment of Nabuchodonofor king of the Affyrians, neither went they 
with him to the battle; for they were not afraid of him: yea, he was 
before them as one man, and they fent away hisambaffadors from them 
without effeét, and with difgrace. 

12 Therefore Nabuchodonofor was very angry with all this coun- 
try, and {ware by his throne and kingdom, that he would furely be 
avenged upon all thofe coaits of Cilicia, and Damafcus, and Syria, 
and that he would flay with the fword all the inhabitants of the land 
ef Moab, and the children of Ammon, and all Judea, and all that 
were in Egypt, till ye come to the borders of the two feas. 

43 Then he marched in battle array with his power againft king 


Arphaxad in the feventeenth year, and he prevailed in his battle: for : 


he overthrew all the power of Arphaxad, and all his horfemen, and 


all his chariots, aon 
14. And became lord of his cities, and came unto Ecbatane, and 


_took the towers, and fpoiled the ftreets thereof, “and tured the beauty 


thereof into fhame. 


15 He.took alfo Aehe in the mountains of Ragau, and {mote ; 


him through with his darts, and deftroyed him utterly that day. - 


16 So he returned afterward to Nineve, both he and all his com- 
pany of fundry nations, being.a very great multitude of men of war, ; 
. and there he took his eafe, and banquetted, both he and his army, an ! 


- hundred and twenty days. : 
CHAP. II. : 
ND in the eighteenth year, the two and twentieth day of the 
firft month, there was talk in the houfe of Nabuchedonofor 


king of the Affyrians, that he fhould, as he faid, avenge himfelf on * 


all the earth. ; 
2 So he called unto him all his officers, and all his nobles, and 


- communicated with them his fecret counfel, and concluded the affliét- 
ing of the whole earth out of his own mouth. 
3 Then they decreed to dellroy.all flefh, that did not obey the com- 
mandment of his mouth. ‘ 
4 And when he had ended his-counfel, Nabuchodonofor king of 
the Affyrians called Holofernes the chief captain of his army, which 
. was next unto him, and faid unto him, 
; Thus faith the great king, the lord of the whole earth, Behold, 
thon fhalt go forth trom my prefence, and take with thee men that 
truft in their own ftrength, of footmen an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand ; and the number of horfes with their riders twelve thoufand. 
6 And thou fhale go againit all the welt country, becaule they dif- 
obeyed my commandment. 
7 And thou fhak declare unto them, that they prepare for me 
. earth andwater: for I will go forth in my wrath again{t them, and 
will cover the whole face of the earth with the feet of mine army, and 
- { will give them for a fpoil unto them : 
§ So that their flain thal fill their valleys and brooks, and the river 
fhall be filled with their dead till it overflow : : 
And I willlead them captives to the utmoft parts of all the earth. 
: 10 Thou therefore fhalt go forth, and take beforehand for me‘all 
‘ their coails: and if they will yield chemfelves unto thee, thou thalt 
referve them for me till the day of their punithment. ‘ 
11 But concerning them that rebel, let not thine eye fpare them; 
but put them to the flaughter, and fpoil thein wherefoever thou goeft. 
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COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. LIL UT, 

1. 5 Un thife days Nabuchadenrfor, &. ) "This perfon was the fon of Efar- 
haddon, and grandfon of Sennacherib, king of Affyria. 

Il. 7 Vhat they prepare for me earth and water, C.J] Ie was cuftomary 
for the Perfian kings to demand earth and water from other powers, to ac~ 
knowledge that they were lords of land and fea. 


ILL, °3 Bebold, our Loufes, &c.] ‘The prodigious ftrength of the Affyrian | 


7 army, and the horrid cruelties they had exercifed on the inhabitants of thofe 
countries who had oppofed theis progrefs, Induced the others to fue for peace, 
and wholly fubmit te the merey of the conqueror. 


foo 1 tH 





Apocrypha, 
. Zo mevenarue 

12 ForasI live, and by the power of my kingdom, whatloever £ 
have fpoken, that will Ido by mine hand. 

13 And take chou heed that thou tranigrefs none of the command. 
ments of thy lord, but accomplith them fully, as i have commanded 
thee, and defer not to do then. , : 

14 Then Holofe:nes went forth from the prefence of his lord, and 
ealled all the governors and captains, and the officers of the arn of 
Affur ; : . 

15 And he muftered the chofen men for the baule,as his lord had 
commanded him, unto an hundred and twenty thouland, and twelve 
thonfand archers on horfeback ; , 

16 And he ranged them, asa-great army is ordered for the war, 

17 Andhetookcamelsandailes fortheir carriages, a very great uum 
ber; and fheep and oxen and goats without number for their provilion; 

18 And plenty of vi€tual for every man of the army, and very mach 
gold and filver out of the king’s houfe. ‘ : 

‘19 Then he went forth and all his powerto go before king Nalsu- 
chodonofor inthe voyage, andto cover all the face of the earth weit- 
ward with their chariots, and horfemen, and their cholen footmen. 

20 A great number alfo of fundry countries came with them like 
locufts, and like the fand of the earth: for the multitude was without 
number. ' 

21 And they went forth of Nineve three days: journey tqward the 
plain of Beduleth, and pitched from Beétileth néar the mountain 
which is at the left hand of the upper Cilicia, 

22 Then he took all his army, his footmen, and horfemen, and 
chariots, and went from thence into the hil] country ; 

23 And deftroyed Phud and Lud, and fpoiled all the children of 
Raffes, and the children of Ifmael, which were toward the wildernefs 
at the fouth of the land of the Chellians. 

24 Then he went over Euphrates, and went through Mefopotamia, 
and deftroyed all the high cities that were upon the river Arbonai, till 
ye come to the fea, 

25 And he took the borders of Cilicia, and killed all that refifted 
him, and came to the borders of Japheth, which were toward the 
fouth, over againit Arabia. 

26 He compaffed alfo all the children of Madian, and burned up 
their tabernacles, and fpoiled their fheepcotes. 

27 Then he went down into the plain of Damafcus in the time of 
wheat harveft, and burnt up all their fields, and deftroyed their flocks 
and herds, alfo he fpoiled their cities, and utterly wailed their coun- 


‘tries, and {mote all their young men with the edge of the fword. 


28 Therefore the fear and dread of him fell upon all the inhabi- 
tants of the fea coafts, which were ih Sidon and Tyrus, and them 
that dwelt in Sur and Ocina, and all that-dwelt in Jemnaan ; ard 
they that dwelt in Azotus and Afcalon feared him greatly. 

HAP. II. 
S° they fent ambaffadors unto him to treat of peace, faying, 
2 Behold, we the fervants of Nabuchodonofor the great king 
lie before thee; ufe us as fhall be good in thy fight. 

3 Eehold, our houfes, and all our’places, and all our fields of wheat, 

and flocks, and herds, and all the lodges of our tents, lie before thy 


_face; ufe them as it pleafeth thee. 


4 Behold, even our cities and the inhabitants thereof are thy fer- 
vants ; come and dea! with them as feemeth good unto thee. 

5 So the men came to Holofernes, and declared unto him after this 
manner, . . 

6 Then came he down toward the fea coaft, both he and his army, 
and {et yarrifons in the high cities, and took out of them chofen men 
for aid. 

7 So they and all the country round about received them with gar- 
lands, with dances, and with timbrels. 

8 Yer he did caft down their frontiers, and cut down their groves : 
for he had decreed to deftroy all the gods of the land, that all nations 
fhould worlhip Nabuchodonofor only, and that all tongues and tribes 
fhould call upon him as god. : 

g Alfo he came over againft Efdraelon near unto Judea, overagaing 
the gicat flrait of Judea. 

10 And he pitched between Geba and Seythopolis, and there he 
tarried awhole month, that he might gather together all the carriages 


of his army. ¢ 
: : CHAP. Ivy. 

OW the children of Ifrael, that dwelt in Judea, heard all that 
Holofernes the chief captain of Nabuchodonofor king of the 
Allyrians had done to the nations, and after what manner he had 

fpoiled all their temples, and brought them to nought. 
2 Therefore they were exceedingly afraid of him, and were troubled 

for Jerufalem, and for the temple of the Lord their God : : 

3 For 





Generat Reruections on Chap. I. II. Il. 


” While the children of this world contend for power, riches, and honour ; 


while they lay waite cities and countries, to acquire 4 name thar will be 

held in deteftation by all fucceeding ages ; let Chriftians look forward to 

that glorious inheritance thar is referved in heaven for them, and beg of 

God to prepare them for the enjoyment of it. 

COMMENTARY axrv NOTES on CHAP. IV.V. VI 

1V. 2 Therefore they were exceedisgly afraid, &c.| Many of the threaten- 
ings of the prophets were now beginning to take place ; fo that we need not 
be furprifed that the people were extremely anxious to provide for their own 
fafety. ‘V. 5 Then 


’ 
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CHAP. V. VI. 


Apocrypha. 


3 For they were newly returned from the captivity, and all the peo- 
le of Judea were lately gathered together: and the veffels, and the 
altar, and the houfe, were fanétified after the profanation. : 

4, Therefore they -fent into all the coafts of Samaria, and the-villa- 
ges, and to Bethoron, and Belmen, and Jericho, and to Choba, Efora, 
and to the valley of Salem: . 

5 And poffeffed themfelves beforehand of all the tops of the high 
mountains, and fortified the villagés that were in them, and jaid up 
vidtuals for the provifion of war: for their fields were of late reaped. 

6 Alfo Joacim the high prieft, which was in thofe davs in Jerufa- 
lem, wrote to them that dwelt in Bethulia, and Betomeftham, which 
is over againft Efdraelon toward the open country, near to Dothaim, 

7 Charging them to keep the paflages of the hill country : for by 
them there was an entrance into Judea, and it was cafy to ftop them 
that would come up, becaufe the paflage was ftrait, for two men at 
the moft. : 

8 And the children of Ifrael did as Joacim the high priefl had com- 
manded them, with the antients ofall the people of Ifrael, which dwelt. 
at Jerufalem. 

g Then every man of Ifrael cried to God with great fervency, and 
with great vehemency did they humble their fouls: ; 

10 Both they, and their wives, and their children, and their cattle, 
and every ftranger and hireling, and their fervants bought with money, 
put fackcloth upon their loins. 

rt Thus every man and woman, and the little children, and the 
inhabitants of Jerufalem, fell before the temple, and cait afhes upon 
their heads, and {pread out their fackcloth before the face of the Lord: 
alfo they put fackcloth about the altar, : 

12 And cried to the God of Ifrael all with one confent earneftly, 
that he would not give their chi'dren for a prey, and their wives 
for a fpoil, and the cities of their inheritance to deftruétion, and 
the fanéluary to profanation and reproach, and for the nations to 
rejoice at. ; 42% 

13 So God heard their prayers,-‘and looked upon their aMi€tions: 
for the people fafled many days in all Judea and jerufalem before the 
fanétuary of the Lord Almighty. | 

a4 And Joacim the high prieft, and all the priefts that ftood be- 
fore the Lord, and they which miniftered unto the Lord, had their 
loins girt with fackcloth, and offered the daily burnt offerings, with 
the vows and free gifts of the people, : 

15 ‘And had athes on their mitres, and cried unto the Lord with 
all their power, that he would look upon all the houfe of Ifrael gra- 


cioufly. 
: CHAP. V. 
HEN was it declared to Holofernes, the chief captain of the 
army of Affur, that the children of Ifracl had prepared tor war, 
and lad fhut up the paffages of the hill country, and had fortified all 
the tops of the high hills, and had laid impediments in the champaign 
countries : 


2 Wherewith he was very angry, and called all the princes of § 


Moab, and the captains of Ammon, and all the governors of the fea 
coalk, 

3 And he faid unto them, Tell me now, ye fons of Chanaan, who 
this people is, that dwelleth in the hill country, and what are fhe 
cities that they inhabit, and what is the multitude of their army, and 
wherein is their power and ftrength, and what king is fet over them, 
or captain of their army ; ; 

4 And why have they determined not to come and meet me, more 
than all the inhabitants of the weft. 

5 Then faid Achior, the captain of all the fons of Ammon, Let 
my lord now hear a word from the mouth of thy fervant, and I will 
declare unto thee the truth concerning this people, which dwelleth 
near thee, and inhabiteth the hill countries; and there fhall no lie 
come out of the mouth of thy fervant. 

6 This people are defcended of the Chaldeans: 

7 And they fojourned heretofore in Mefopotamia, becaufe they 


would not follow the gods of their fathers, which were in the land of § 


Chaldea, 

8 Hor they left the way of their anceftors, and worfhipped the God 
of heaven, the God whom they knew: fo they caft them out from the 
face of their gods, and they fled into Mefopotamia, and fojourned 
there many days. : 

g Then their God commanded them to depart from the place where 
they fojourned, and to go into the land of Chanaan, where they 
dwelt, and were increafed with gold and filver, and with very much 
cattle, 

to But whena famine covered all the land of Chanaan, they went 
downinto Exypt, and fojourned there, while they were nourifhed, 
and became there a great multitude, fo that one could not number 
their nation. 

11 Therelore the king of Egypt rofe up againft them, and dealt 
fubtilly with them, and brought them low with labouring in brick, 
and made them flaves. 
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Vi. § Then faid Achior, &c.] "This Achior feems to have been a man of | 


fome importance, who lived near the borders of Judea, and, from his giving 
fuch an explicit account of the Jews, we may naturally infer that their hif- 


” tory was well known to the heathens. 
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Apocrypha. 





12 Then they cried unto their God, and he fmote all the land of 
Egypt with incurable plagues: fo the Egyptians caft them out of” 


AG their fight. 


13 And Goti dried the Red fea Before them, 
14 And brought them to mount Sina, and Cades.Barne, and caf 


j forth all that dwelt in the wildernels. 


15 So they dwelt in the land of the Amorites, and they deftroyed 
by their firength all them of Efebon, and pafling over Jordan they 
polleffed all the hill country. 

16 And they caft forth before them the Chanaanite, the Therezite, 
the Jebufite, and the Sychemite, and ail the Gergefites, and they dwelt 
in chat country many days. 

17 And whilft they finned not before their God, they profpered, 
becaufe the God that hateth iniquity was with them. 

18 But when they departed from the way which he appointed them, 
they were deftroyed in many batiles very fore, and were led captive’ 
into a land that was not their’s, and the temple of their God was caft 
to the ground, and their cities were taken by the enemies. 

19 But now are they returned to their God, and are come up from 
the places where they were fcattered, and have poffefled Jerufalem, 
where their fanétuary is, and are feated in the hill country; for it was 
defolate. 

20 Now therefore, my lard and governor, if there be any error in 
this people, and they fin againft their God, let us confider that this 


; fhall be their ruin, and Jet us go up, and we fhall overcome them, 


21 But if there be no iniquity in their nation, let my lord now pafs 
by, left their Lord defend them, and their God be for them, and we 


BA become a reproach before all the world. 


22 And when Achior had finifhed thefe fayings, all the people 
ftanding ronnd about the tent murmured, and the chief men of Ho- 


HR lofernes, and all that dwe.t by the fea fide, and in Muab, fpake tlrat he 
f fhould kill him. 


23 Fér, fay they, we will not be afraid of the face of the children 
of Hfrael: for, lo, it is a people that have no ftrength nor power for 
a flrong batile. : 

24 Now therefore, lord Holofernes, we will go up, and they fhalJ 
be a prey to be devoured of all thine army. : : 

: CHAP. VI. 
ND when the tumult of men that were about the council was ° 
ceafed, Holofernes the chief captain of the army of Affur faid 


BH unto Achior and all the Moabites before all the company of ‘other 


nations : 

2 And who art thou, Achior, and the hirelings of Ephraim, that 
thou haft prophefied among us as to day, and haft faid, that we fhould 
not make war with the:people of Ifrael, becaufe their God will defend 


f them? and who is God but Nabuchodonofor ? 


3 He will fend his power, and will deftroy them from the face of 


f the earth, and their God fhall not deliver them: but we his fervants 


will deftroy them as one man; for they are not able to fuftain the 
power of our horfes. 
4 Forwith them we will tread them under foot, and their moun- 


i tains fhall be drunken with their blood, and their fields fhall be filled 
B® with their dead bodies, and their footfteps fhall mot be able to fland’ 


before us, for they fhall utterly perifh, faith king Nabachodonofor, 
lord of all the earth: for he faid, None of my words {hall be in 


vain. . 


5 And thou, Achior, an hireling of Ammon, which haft fpoken 


f thefe words in the day of thine iniquity, fhall fee my face no more 
By from this day, until I take vengeance of this nation that came out of 
u Egvpt. 


6 And then fhall the fword of mine army, and the multitude of 


4 them that ferve me, pafs through thy fides, and thou fhalt fall arnong 


their flain, when 1 return. . 
7 Now therefore my fervants fhall bring thee back into the hill 


f country, and fhall fet thee in once of the cities gf the paffages: 


8 And thou fhalt not perifh, till thou be deflroyed with them. 
g And if thou perfuade thyfelf in thy mind that they fhall not be 
taken, let not thy countenance fall: I have fpoken it, and none of my 


BR words fhall be in vain. 


10 Then Holofernes commanded his fervants, that waited in his 


; tent, to take Achior, and bring him to Bethulia, and deliver him 
f into the hands of the children of Ifrael. 


rt So his fervants took him, and brought him ont of the camp 
into the plain, and they went from the midit of the plain into the hill 
country, and came unto the fountains that were under Bethulia. 

12 And when the men of the city faw them, they took up their 
weapons, and went out of the city to the top of the hill: and every 


y man that ufed a fling kept them from coming up by cafting of ftones © 


againft them. . 

13 Neverthelefs having gotten privily under the hill, they bound 
Achior, and caft him down, and left him at the foot of the hill, and 
returned to their lord. eed 

14 But the Hraclites defcended from theircity, and came unto ae 

an 


VI. 13 Newerthelefs, &c.] The Romans punifhed rebels by throwing 


§ them down from this Tarpeian rock, and this practice feems to have been 


ek 


common among other nations. ag 
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and loofed him, and brought him into Bethulia, and prefented him 
to o overnors of the city: 

hich were in thofe days Ozias the fon of Micha, of the tribe 
of Siacon, and Chabris the fon of Gothoniel, and Charmis the fon of 
Melchiel. 

16 And they called together all the antients of the city, and all 
their youth ran together, and their women, to the affembly, and they 
fet Achior in the midft of all their people. Then Ozias afked him of 
that which was done. 

197 And he anfwered and declared untothem the words of the council 
of Holofernes, and all the words that he had fpoken in the midft of the 
princes of Ailur, and whatfoever Holofernes had fpoken proudly 
againft the houfe of Ifrael. 

18 Then the people fell down and worfhipped God, and cried 
unto God, faying, 

19 O Lord God of heaven, behold their pride, and pity the low 
eftate of our nation, and look upon the face of thofe that are fanctified 
unto thee this day. 

20, Then they comforted Achior, and praifed him greatly. 

2x And Ozias took him out of the affembly unto his houfe, and 
made a feaft to the elders ; and they called on the God of Ifrael all 


that night for help. 
CHAP. VII. 
BPE next day Holofernes commanding all his army, and all his 
people which were come to take his part, that they fhould remove 
their camp again’ Bethulia, to take aforehand the afcents of the hill 
country, and to make war againtt the children of Ifrael. 

2 Then their trong men removed their camps in that day, and 
the army of the men of war was an hundred and feventy thoufand 
footmen, and twelve thoufand horfemen, befide the baggage, and 
other men that were afoot among them, a very great multitude. 

And they camped in the valley near unto Bethulia, by the foun- 
tain, and they fpread themfelves in breadth over Dothaim even to Bel- 
main, and in length fiom Bethulia unto Cyamon, which js over 
againft Efdraclom. 

4 Now the ‘children of Tfracl, when they faw the multitude ofthem, 
were greatly troubled, and faid every one to his neighbour, Now will 
thefe inen lick up the face of the earth; for neither the high moun- 
tains, nor the vallies, nor the hills, are able to bear their weight. 

5 Then every man took up his weapons of war, and when they 
Bt faneies fires upon their towers, they remained and watched all 
that night.‘ 

6 But in the fecond day Holofernes brought forth all his horfemen 
“in the tate of the children of Iftael which were in Bethulia, 

7 And viewed the pailages up to the city, and came to the fountains 
of their waters, and took them, and fet garrifons of men of war over 
them, and he himfelf removed toward his people. 

Then came unto him all the chief of the children of Efau, and 
all the governors of the people of Moab, and the captains. of the fea 
_coatt, and faid, 

9 Let cur lord now hear a word, that there be not an overthrow 

‘sin’ thine army. 

‘yo For this people of the children of. Ifrael do not truft in their 
{pears, butin the height of the mountains wherein they dwell, becaufe 
it is nut ealy to come up tothe tops of their mountains. 

rr Now therefore, my lord, fight not againft them in battle array, 
and there fha!l not fo much as one man of thy people perith. 
> 1a Remain in thy camp, and keep all the men of thine army, and 
ley thy fervants get into their hands the fountain of water, which 
net forth of the foot of the mountain : 

‘For all the inhabitants of Bethulia have their water thence; fo 
* thall thirft kill them, and they fhall give up their city, and we ‘and 
our people fhall go up t6 the tops of the mountains that are near, and 
will camp upon them, to watch that none go out of the city. 

14 So they and their wives and their children fhall be confumed 
with famine, and before the fword come againft them, they fhall be 
overthrown in'the ftreets where they dwell. 

15 Thus fhalt thou render them an evil reward; becaufe they re- 
belled, and met not thy, perfon peaceably. 

16 And thefe words pleafed Holdfernes and all his fervants, and he 
spponees to do as they had {poken. 

So the camp of the children of Ammon departed, and with 

dicen five thoufand of the Affyrians, and they pitched in the valley, 

and took the waters, and the fountains of the waters of the children 

frael. 

3 ‘Then the children of Efau went up with the children of Am- 

mon, and camped in the hill country over againft Dothaim: and 

they fent fome of therm toward the fouth, and toward the eaft, over 

acaint Ekrebel, which is near unto Chufi, that is upon the brook 

fochmur; and the reft of : he ar my of the Affyrians camped i in the 

plain, and covéred the face of the whole land; and their tents and 
carriages were pitched to a very great multitude. 


a 


Genera Rercrectrions on Chap. IV. V. VI. 

Whatever events take place, let us not be difcouraged from doing our duty ; 
for if we perfevere in a uniform courfe of obedience to the will of God, we 
have the utmoft reafor: to expeét the divine protection and favour. 
COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. VII. VIII. 
“VIL. “19 Then the children of Lfracl, &c.] “Vhe lraclites well knew that they 

were of themfelves unable to oppofe fo great a multitude, and therefore ap- 


ju DIT H. 


Apocrypha. . 


tg Then the children of et cried unto cad GGEA Wis, dad GSLEnV RIE Gan Elaine Gd Hie NAc, Veo Thea he ehildicn of Unatlcaed unto the bad ther Gia Lord their God, 
becaufe their heart failed, for ail their enemies had compafled them 
round about, and there was no way to efcape out from among 
them. 

20 Thus all the company of Affir remained about them, both 
their footmen, chariots, and horfemen, four and thirty days, fo that 
all their veffels of water failed all the inhabitants of Bethulia. 

21 And the cifterns were emptied, and they had not water to drink, 
their fill for one day ; for they gave them drink by meafure. 

22 Therefore their young children were out ‘of heart, and theie 
women and young men fainted for thirft, and fell down in the ftreets 
of the city, and by the paffages of the gates, and there was no longes 
any itrength in them. 

23 Then all the people affembled to Ozias, and to the chief of 
the city, both young men, and women, and children, and cried with 
‘a loud voice, and faid before all the elders, 

24 God be judge between us and you: for ye have done us great 
injury, in that ye have not requiréd peace of the children of Affur. 

25 For now we have no helper; but God hath fold us into their 
hands, that we fhould be thrown down before them with thirft and 
great deftruction. 

26 Now therefore call them unto you, and deliver the whole city 
for a fpoil to the people of Holofernes, and to all his army. 

27 For it is better for us to be mad. a fpoil unto them, than to 
die for thirft: for we will be his fervants that our fouls may live, and 
not fee the death of our infants before our eyes, nor our wives nor our 
children to die. 

28 We take to witnefs againft you the heaven and the earth, and 
our God and Lord of our fathers, which punifheth us according to 
our fins and the fins of our fathers, that he do not according as we 
have faid this day. 

29 Then there was great weeping with one confent in the midft 
of the affembly ; and they cried unto the Lord God with a loud 
voice. 

30 Then faid Ozias to them, Brethren, be of good courage, Jet us 
yet endure five days, in the which {pace the Lord our God may turn 
his mercy toward us ; fur he will not forfake us utterly. 

3 And if thefe days pafs, and there come no help unto us, I will 
do according to your word. 

32 And he difperfed the people, every one to their own charge ; 
and they went unto the walls and towers of their city, and fent the 
women and children into their houfes: and they were very low, 


brought in the cit 
= a CHAP. VIII. 


OW at that time Judith heard thereof, which was the datighide 
of Merari, the fon of Ox, the fon of Jafepk, the fon of Ozisl, 
the fon of Elcia, the fon of Ananias, the fon of Gedeon, the fon be 
Rephaim, the fon of Acitho, the fon of Eiihu, the fon of Eliab, the 
fon of Nathanael, the fon of Samael, the fon of Salafadai, the fon of 
Ifracl. 

2 And Manaffes was her hufband, of her tribe and kindred, wélib 
died in the barley harveft. 

3 For as he ftood overfeeing them that bound fheaves in the field, 
the heat came pon his head, and he fell on his bed, and died in the 
city of Bethulia :* and they buried him with his fathers in the field be- 
tween Dothaim and Balamo. 

4 So Judith was a widow in her houfe three years and four months. 

5 And fhe made hera tent upon the top of her houfe, and put on 
fackcloth upon her loins, and ware her widow’s apparel. 

6 And the fafted all the days of her widowhood, fave the eves of 
the fabbaths, and the fabbaths, and the eves of the new moons, and 
the new moons, and the feafts and folemn days of the houfe of Ifrael. 

7 She was alfo of a goodly countenance, and very beautiful to be- 
hold: and her hufband Manafles had left her gold, and filver, and 
menfervants, and maidfervants, and cattle, and lands; and fhe re- 
mained upon them. 

8 And there was nonce that gave her an ill word; for fhe feared 
God greatly. 

g Now when fhe heard the evil words of the people againft the 
governor, that they fainted for lack of water ; for Judith had heard all 
the words that Ozias had fpoken unto them, and that he had {worn 
to deliver the city unto the Affyrians after five days; 

10 Then fhe fent her waitingwoman, that had the government of 
all things that fhe had, to cail Ozias and Chabris and Charmis, the. 
antients of the city. 

11 And they come unto her, and fhe faid unto them, Ucar me 
now, O ye governors of the inhabitants of Bethulia: for your words 
that ye have fpoken before the people this day are not right, touch- 
ing this oath which ye made and pronounced ‘between God and you, 
and have promifed to deliver the city to our enemies, unlels within 

thefe days the Lord turn to help you. 
12 And 


ee 
plied for help to him that was able, and who had fo often preferved their fa- 
thers from deftruction. 

VILL. 1 Hear me now, &c.] Judith ively told the governors who had 
rafhly promifed to deliver up the city in five days, if not relieved, that they 


ought to have relied on the Lord their God, and waited their deliverunces, 


fi his hand. 
Rete Geyxcrat 
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s day, and ftand 





12 And now who are ye that have tempted God thi 
inftead of God among the children of men: 

ae And now try the Lord Almighty, but ye fhall never know any 
thing. 

14 For ye cannot find the depth of the heart of man, neither can 
ye perceive the things that he thinketh; then how can ye fearch out 
God, that hath made all thefe things, and know his mind, or compre- 
hend his purpofe? Nay, my brethren, provoke not the Lord our God 
to anger. 

15 For if he will not help us within thefe five days, he kath power 
to defend us when he will, even every day, or to deftroy us before our 
enemics. 

16 D» not bind the counfels of the Lord our God: for Ged is not 
as man, that he may be threatened; neither is he as the fon of man, 
that he thould be wavering. 

17 Vheretore let us: wait for falvation of him, and call upon him to 
help us, and he will hear our voice, if it pleafe him. 

18 For there arofe none in our age, neither is there any now in 
thete days, neither tribe, nor family, nor people, nor city, among us, 
which worhhip gods made with hands, as hath becn aforetime. 

19 For the which caufe our fathers were given to the fword, and 
for a fpoil, and had a great fall before our enemies. 

20 But we know none other god, therefore we truft that he will 
not defpife us, nor any of our nation, 

at For if we be taken f, all Judea fhall lie wafte, and our fanétu- 
ary inal be fpoiled 5 and he will require the profanation thereof at our 
mouth, 

22 And the flaughter of our brethren, and the captivity of the coun- 
try, und the defolation of our inheritance, will he turn upon our heads 
among the Gentiles, wherefoever we thall be in bondage; and we 
that! bean offence and a reproach to all them that pollefs us. 

23 For our fervitude (hall not be dire@ted to favour: but the Lord 
ous God thall turn it to difhonour. 

24 Now, therefore, © brethren, let us fhew an example to our bre- 
thren, becaufe their hearts depend upon us, and the fanctuary, and the 
houfe, and the alzar, reft upon us. 

25 Moreover let us give thanks to the Lord ou God, which trieth 
us, even as he ded our fathers. 

26 Remember what things he did to Abraham, and how he tried 
Ifmac, and what happened to Jacob in Mefepora.uia of Syria, wh.n 
he kept the fheep of Laban his mother’s brother. 

27 For be hath not tried usin the fire, as he did them, for the exa- 
mination of their hearts, neither hath he taken vengeance on us: but 
Ms Lord doth fcourge them that come near unto him, to admonifh 
them. 

28 Then faid Ozias to her, All that thou haft fpoken haft thou 
fpoken with a good heart, and there is none that may gainfay thy 
words. 

29 For this isnot the firft day wherein thy wiflom is manifefed ; 
but from the beginning of thy days all the people have known thy un- 
derftanding, becaufe the difpofition of thine heart is good. 

30 But the people were very thirfty, and compelled us to do unto 
them as we have {poken, and to bring an oath upon curfelves, which 
we will not break. 

gr Therefore new pray thou for us, becaufe thou art a godly 
woinan, and the Lord will fend us rain to fill our cillerns, and we fhall 
faint no more. 

g2 Then faid Judith untothem, Hear me, andI will doa thing, which 
fhait po throughout all generations to the children of our nation. 

33 Ye thall ftand this night in the gate, andI will go forth with my 
waiting woman: and within the days that ye have promifed to deliver 
the city to our enemies the Lord will vifit [racl by mine hand. 

34 But enquire not ye of m ne act; for I will not declare it unto 
you, ull the things be finifhed that I do. 

35 Then faid Ozias and the princes unto her, Go in peace, and 
the Lord God be before thee, to take vengeance on our enemies. 

36 So they returned from the tent, and went to their wards. 


CHAP. IX. 


HEN Jadith fell upon her face, and put afhes upon her head, and 

uncovered the fackcloth wherewith fhe was clothed: and about 
the time that the incenfe of that evening was offtred in Jerulaiem, in 
the houfe of the Lord, Judith cried with a loud vuice, and fad, 

2 © Lord God of my father Simcon, to whom thou gavelt a {word 
to take vengeance of the f{trangers, who loofened the gird.e of a «aid 
to defile her, and difcovered the thigh to her fhame, and polluted her 
virginity to her reproach ; for thou faidft, It thal! not be fo; and yet 
they did fo: : 

3 Wherefore thou gaveft their rulers to be flain, fo that they dyed 
their bed in blood, being deceived, and fmotelt the fervants with ther 
lords, and the lords upon their thrones ; 

4 Andhaft given their wives for a prey, and their daughters ta be cap- 
tives, and all thetr fpuils to be divided among thy dear ch.laren: which 





A EE EEEEEEEEEEEnEnd 
Gexrrart Rerirections on Chap. VII. VIII. 

Let us live in fuch a manner, as to be able at all times to appeal to the divine 
Being, to be witnefs to the integrity of our condu&; and where we offend 
in a y particular, let us beg mercy of that God, whofe prerogative alone is 
pardon. . 

No. 77- 


CHAP. IX. X&. 





Apocty pha: . 


, were moved with thy zeal, and abhorred the pollution of their blood, and 


called upon thee for aid: O God, O my God, hear me alfo a widow. 
§ For thou haft wrought not only thofe things, but alfo the things 
which fell out before,and which enlued after; thou hait thought upon 


the things which are now, and which are to come. 


6 Yea, what things thou didit determine were ready at hand, and 
faid, Lo, we are here: for all thy ways are prepared, and thy judg- 
ments are in thy foreknowledge. 

7 Far, behold, the Alfyrians are multiplied in their power: they 
are exalted with horfe and man: they glory in the ftrength of their 
footmen: they trutt in fhield, and {pear, and bow, and fling: and 
know not that thou art the Lord that breakeft the battles: the Lord 
is thy name. 

8 Throw down their frength in thy power, and bring down their 


‘| force in thy wrath: for they have purpefed to defile thy fanétuary, and 
: to pollute the tabernacle where thy glorious name retieth, and to calt 
down with fword the horn of thy altar. 


9 Behold their pride, and fend thy wrath upon their heeds: 
give into mine hand, which am a widow, the power that I have 
conceived” 

ro Smite by the deceit of my lips the fervant with the prince, and 
the prince with the ferva:rt: break down their fiatelinefs by the hand 


_ of a woman. 


tr For thy power ftandeth not in multitude, nor thy might fn ftrong 
men: for thou arta God of the affi@ed, an helper of the oppreffed, 
an uphclder of the weak, a proteétor of the forlorn, a fuviour of thea 
that are witheur hope. 

12 I pray thee, 1 pray thee, O Ged af my father, and God of the 
inhentance of [fracl, Loid of the heavens and earth, Creator of the 
waters, King of every creature, hear thou my prayer: 

13 And make my fpeech an’ deceit to be their wound and {tripe, 
whe have purpofed cruel things avainit thy covenant, and thy hal- 
lowed houfe, and againtt the top of Sion, and againit the houle of the 
pelleffion of thy children. 

14 And moke every nation and tribe to acknowledge that thou art 
the God of all powerand might, and that there 1s none other that pro- 
teGeth the people of Tirach but thou. : . 

CHAP. X. 
OW after that fhe had ceafed to cry unto the God of Ifrael, 
and had made an end of all thefe words, ; 

2 She refe where fhe had fallen down, and calicd her maid, and 
went down into the houte, in the which the abode in the fabbath-days, 
and in her feaft days, 

3 Ad pulled off the fackcloth which fhe had on, and put off the 


}¥ garments of her widow hood, and wath.d her body alt over with water, 


and anointed herfelf with precicus ointment, and bra.ded the hair of 
her head, and put on a tne upon it, and put on her garments of 
glancr wherewith fhe was clad during the life of Manafles her 
ufband. 

4 And fhe took fandals upon her feet, and put about her her brace= 
lets, and her chains, and her rings, and her earrings and all her orna 
ments, and decked herfelf bravely, to allure the eyes of all men that: 
fheuld fee ber. 

5 hen the gave her maid a bottle of wine, and a cruife of oil, and 
filled a bag with parched corn, and lumps of figs, and with fine bread ; 
fo the folded all thefe things together, and laid them upon her. 

6 Thus thy went forth to the gate of the city ef Rethulia, and 
found {tanding there Ozias, and the ancients of the city, Chabris and 
Charmis. 

7 And when they faw her, that her countenance was altered, and 
her apparel was changed, they wondered at her beauty very greathy, 
and faid unto her, 

8 {he God, the God of our fathers, give thee favour, and accom- 
piih thine caterprizes tu the glory of the children of Ifracl, and to 
the exaltation of Jerufalem. "Phen they worfhipped God. 

g And the faid unto them, Command the gates of the city to be 
opened unto me, that I may go forth co accomphth the things whereof 
ye have fpeken with me. So they comuiunded the young men to 
open unto her, as fhe haa fpeken. 

zo Aul when they had done fo, Judith went out, fhe, and her 
maid with her: and the men of the city looked after her, antil 
the was gone down the mountain, and ull fhe had patted the val- 
ley, and could fee her no more. 

rz Thus they went ttraight forth in the valley: and the firtt watch 
of the Allyrtans met her, : 

12 And took her, and afked her, Of what people art thou ? and 
whence comeft thou? and whither gvett thou? And the fatd Dana 
woman of the Hebrews, amdam Med irom them: tor they fhall be 
given you to be contumed: u “43 

13 And I am co ning before Holo f-rnes the chief captain of your 
army, to déclare words of truth: and 1 will thew nim a way whercby 
he thall go, and win all the hill country, without lofing the body or 
life of any onc of his men. 14, Now 

a NE ST a a 
COMMENTARY axvd NOTES ox CHAP, IX. KX. 

IX. 12 I pray thee, &c.] Sach an admirabie vein of piety runs through 
this prayer, that thofe who are in diftreff:d circumitances nray with propriety 
adopt it in their addreffes to the throne of grace: though this book is 
not deeme deanonical. . s 7 


Apocrypha. 

14. Now whenthe men heard her words, and beheld her counte- 
nance, they wondered greatly at her beauty, and faid unto her, 

15 Thou haft faved thy life, in that thou hat hafled to come down 
to the prefence of our lord: now therefore come to his tent, and 
fome of us fhall condué thee, until they have delivered thee to his 
hands. 

16 And when thou ftandeft before him, be not afraid in thine heart, 
but thew unto him according to thy word ; and he will entreat thee 
well. 

17 Then they chofe out of them an hundred men_ to accompany 
her and her maid ; and they brought her to the tent of Holofernes. 

18 Then was there a concourle arouphont all the camp: for her 
coming was noifed améng the tents, and they came about her, as fhe 
ftood without the tert of [oloferne’, till they told him of her. 

_1g And tHey wondered at her beauty, and admired the children of 
Ifrael becaufe of her, atid every one faid to his n ighbour, Who would 
defp f: th.s people, that have among them fuch women? furely it is 
not good tat one man of them be left, who being let go might de- 
ce:ve the whole eatth: ; . 

20 And they that lay near Holofernes went out, and all his fervants, 
and they bro: ght her into the tent. . 

21 Now Holofe nes refted upon his bed under a canopy, which 
was woven with purple; and gold, and emeralds, and precious ftones. 

22, Sothey fhewed him of her; and he came out before his tent 
with filver lamps going before him. : . 

23 And wher Jud th was come before him and his fervants, they 
vall marvelled at the beauty of her countenance ; and the fell down upon 
her face, and did reverence unto him: and his fervants touk her up. 

; CHAP. XI. 
HEN fa'd Holofernes unto her, Woman, be of good com- 
fort, fear not in thine heart: for I never hurt any that was 
willing to ferve Nabuchodonofor, the king of all the earth. — 

Bi de Now therefore, if thy people that dwelleth in the mountains had 
not fet light by me, I w uld not have lijred up my fpear againft them: 
but they have done thefe things to themfeives. 

3 But now te!! me wherefore thou art fled from therit,ang art come 
un'o‘us: for thou art come for fafeguard; be of good comfort, thou 
fhalt live this night, and hereafter: 

4 For none thall hurt thee, but intreat thee well, as they do the fer- 
vants of king Nabuch doncfor my lord. 

5 Then Jidith faid unto him, Receive the words of thy fervant, 
and fuffer thine handmaid to {peak in thy prefence, and I will declare 
no lie to my lord this night. : . 

6 Andif thu wilt follow the words of th'ne handmaid, God will 
bring the thing perfe€tly to pafs by thee: and my lord fhall not fal 
of his purpofes. : tes : 

As Nebuchodonolor king of all the earth liveth, and as his power 
liveth, who hath fertt thee tor the upholding of every living thing : for 
not only men fhall ferve him by thee, put alfo the beafts of the field, 
and the cattle, and the fowls of the air, fhall live by thy power under 
Nebuchodonofor and all his houfe. * ae 

‘8 For we have heard of thy wifdom and thy policies, and it is re- 
ported in all the earth, that thou only art excellent in all the kingdom, 

+ and mighty in knowledge, and wonderful in feats of war. : 

g Now as concerning the matter, which Achior did fpeak in thy 
council, we have heard his words: for the men of Bethulia faved 
him, and he declared unto them all that he had fpoken unto thee. 

to Therefore, O lord and governor, reje& not his word; but lay 
it up in thine heart, for itis true: for our nation fhall not be punithed, 
neither can the fword prevail againft them, except they fin againit 
their God. , 

11 And new, that my lord be not defeated and fruftrate of his pur- 
pofe, even death is now fallen upon them, and their fin hath overtaken 
them, wherewith they will provoke their God to anger, whenfvever 
they thall do that which is not fit to be done: : 

12 For their viétuats fail them, and all their water is fcant, and they 
have determined to lay hands upon their cattle, and purpofed to 
confume ail thofe things, that God hath forbidden them to eat by 
his laws: 

13 And are refolved to {pend the firftfruits of the corn, and the 
tenths of wine and oil, which they had fan4tified, and referved for 
the priefts that ferve in Jerufalem before the face of our God; the 
which things it is not lawful for any of the people fo much as to 
touch with their hands. 

414. For they have fent fome to Jerufalem, becaufe they alfo that 
dwell there have done the like, tobring them a licence from the fenate. 

15 Now when they fhall bring them word, par will forthwith do 
it, and they fhall be given thee to be deftroyed the fame day. 

16 Wherefore I thine handmaid, knowing all this, am fled from 
their prefence: and God hath fent me to work things with thee, whereat 
all the earth fhall be aftonifhed, and whofoever fhall hear it. 


LL 


X. 20 And they that, &c.} No wander that the foldiers fhould intro- 
dace a moft beautiful woman into the camp of their general; for felfith mo- 
tives will always be found to aétuate the hearts of thofe who are not guided 
by virtuous principles. : 

, Gengzrat Reriectrons on Chap. IX. X, 

As no ftation of tife is exempted from temptation, let us therefore take heed 
that we are nut mifled from the path of duty by any {nares the female fex, 
or others, may lay for us, 


JUDITH. 


Apocrypha. 


17 For thy fervants is religious, and ferveth the God of heaven day 
and night: now therefore, my lord, I will remain with thee, and thy 
fervant will go out by night into the valley, and I will pray unto God, 
and he will tell me when they have committed their fins: 

18 And I will come and thw it unto thee: then thou fhalt go 
forth with all thine army, and there fhall be none of them that fhall 
refilt thee. 

19 And I will lead thee through the midft of Judea, until thou 
come before Jeruflem ; and I will fet thy throne in the midit thereof: 
and thou fhalt drive th.m as fhcep that ha.e no fhepherd, and a dcg 
fhall not fo much as open his mouth at thee: for thefe things were 
told me according to my foreknowledge, and they were declared unto 
me, ani J am (ent to tell the. 

20 Then her words pleated Holofcrnes and all her feivants: and 
they marvelled at her wifdum, and fa d, 

21 There is not fuch a woman frem ore en:l of the earth to the 
other, both for beauty of face, ard wifdom of wards. 

92 Likewife Holofernes faid unto her, God hath done well to fend 
thee before the people, that ftrength might be in our hands, and de- 
ftru@tion upon them that lightly regard my lord. 

23 And now thou art both beautiful in thy countenance, and witty 
in thy words: furcly if thou do as thou haft fpoken, thy God fhall be 
my God, and thou fhalt dwell in the houfe of king Nabuchodonafor, 
and fhalt be renowned through the whole carth. 

CHAP. XII. 
ee he commanded to bring her in where his plate was fet ; 
and bade that they fhould prepare for her of his own meats, and 
that fhe ghould drink of his own wine. 

2 And Judith faid, J will not eat thereof, left there be an offence; 
but provifion thai! be made for me of the things that I have brought. 

3 Then Holofernes faid unto her, If thy provifion fhould fail, how 
fhould we give thee the like ? for there be none with us of thy nation. 

4 Then faid Judith unto him, As thy foul liveth, my lord, thine 
handmaid fhall not fpend thofe things that I have, before the Lord 
work by mine hand the things that he hath determined. 

§ Then the fervants of Holofernes brought her into the tent, and 
fhe fers till midnight, and fhe arofe when it was toward the morning 
watch, 

6 And fent to Holofernes, faying, Let my lord now command that 
thine handmaid may go forth unto prayer. 

7 Then Holofernes commanded his guard that they fhould not ftay 
her: thus fhe abode in the camp three days, and went out in the night 
into the valley of Bethulia, and wafhed herfelf in a fountain of water 
by the camp. 

8 And when fhe came out, fhe befought the Lord God of Ifrael to 
direct her way to the raifing up of the children of her people. 

9 So fhe came in clean, and remained in the tent, until fhe did eat 
her meat at evening. 

10 And in the fourth day Holofernes made a feaft to his own fer- 
vants only, and called none of the officers to the banquet. 

11 Then faid he to Bagoas the eunuch, who had charge over all 
that he had, Go now, and perfuade this Hebrew woman which is with 
thee, that fhe come.unto us, and eat and drink with us. 

12 For, lo, it will be a fhame for our perf -n, it we fhall Iet fucha 
woman go, not having had her company; for if we draw her not unto 
us, fhe will langh us to fcorn. 

13 Then went Bagoas from the prefence of Halvfeine-, and came 
to her, and he faid, Let not this fair damtel fear te com: to my lord, 
and to be honoured in his prefence, and drink w re, and be menry 
with us, and be made this cay as one of the daughters of the Aifyrians, 
which ferve in the houfe of Nabuchodonofor, 

14 Then faid Judith unto him, Who am I now, that I thould 
gainfay my lord? furely whatfoever pleafeth him I will do tpeedily, 
and it fhall be my joy unto the day of my death. 

15 So the arofc, and decked herfclf with her apparel and all her 
‘woman’s attire, and her maid went and laid foft fkins on the ground for 
her over againft Holofernes, which the had received of Bagoas for her 
daily ufe, that the might fit and eat upon them. 

16 Now when Judith camein and fat down, Holofernes his heart 
was ravifhed with her, and his mind was moved, and he defired greatly 
her company; for he waited a time to deceive her, from the day 
that he had feen her. . : 

17 Then faid Holofernes unto her, Drink now, and be merry 
with us. < 

18 So Judith faid, Iwill drink now, my lord, becaufe my life is 
magnified in me this day more thanall the days fince I was born. 

19 Then fhe took and ate and drank before him what her maid had 
prepared. 

2e And Holofernes took great delight in her, and drank much 
more wine than he had drunk atany time in one day fince he was born. 


CHAP. 





COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. XI. XII. 
XI. 7 As Nabuchodonofor—liveth, &c.] The practice of fwearing by the 
names of kings took its rife from tyrants afluming more than human power. 
XII. 13: Then faid he to Bagoas the eunuch, &c.} The eunuch here men- 
tioned feems to be a perfon of very high rank, probably fecretary to the general. 
Gener AL ReFiectTions on Chap. XI, . 
It is a true obfervation, that it cofts men more trouble to do wicked aéts, than 
to perform religious duties. on 
COM- 


nvm 


pocrypha. CHAP. 
CHAP. XIII. 
OW when the evening was come, his fervants made hafte to de- 
part, and Bagoas fhut histent without, and difmiffed the waiters 
from the prefence of his lord: and they went to their beds: for 
they were all weary, becaufe the feaft had been Iong. 

2 Aad Judith was left alone in the tent, and Holofernes lying along 
upon his bed; for he was filled with wine. 

3 Now Judith had commanded her maid to ftand without her bed- 
chamber, and to wait for her coming forth, as the did daily; for fhe 
faid the would go forth to her prayers, and fhe {pake to Bagoas ac- 
cording to the fame purpofe. , 

4 So all went forth, and none was left in the bedchamber, neither 
little nor great. Then Judith, ftanding by his bed, faid in her heart, 
O Lord God of all power, look at this prefent upon the works of 
mine hands for the exaltation of Jerufalem. 

5 For now is the time to help thine inheritance, and to execute 
mine enterprizes to the deftru@tion of the enemies which are 1ifen 
againft us. ; : 

6 Then the came tothe pillar of the bed, which was at Holofernes’ 
head, and took down his fauchion from thence, 

9 And approached to his bed, and took hol of the hair of his head, 
and faid, Strengthen me, O Lord God of Ifrael, this day. 

8 And the fmote twice upon his neck with all her night, and fhe 
took away his head from him, 

g And tumbled his body down from the bed, and pulled down the 

. canopy from the pillars; and anon after fhe went forth, and gave Ho- 
Jofernes his head to her maid; 

to And fhe put it in her bag of meat: fo they twain went together 
according to their cuftom unto prayer; and when they palfed the 
camp, they compaffed the valley, and went up to the mountain of Be- 
thulia, and came to the gates thereof, 

1u Then faid Judith afar off to the watchmen at the gate, Open, 
open now the gate: God, even our Gad, js with us, to thew his 
power yet in Jerufalem, and his forces again{t the enemy, as he hath 
even done this day. 

12 Now when the men of her city heard her voice, they made hafte 
to go down to the gate of their city, and they, called the elders of 
the city. 

13 And then they ran all together, both {mall and great, for it 
was ftrange unto thein that fhe was come: fo they opened the gate, 
and received them, and made a fire for a light, and ftood round 

, about them. : : 

14 Then fhe faid to them with a loud voice, Praife, praife God, 
praife God, I fay, for he hath not taken away his mercy from the 
houfe of Ifracl, but hath deftroyed our enemies by mine hands th:s 
night. 

ae So fhe took the head out of the bag, and fhewed it, and faid unto 
them, Behold the head of Holofernes, the chief captain of the army 
of Affur, and behold the canopy, wherein he did fte in his drunken- 
nefs: and the Lord hath fmitten him by the hand of a woman. 

«6 As the Lord liveth, who hath i me in my way that I went, 
my countenance hath deceived him to his de(trnétion, and yet hath he 
not committed fin with me, to defile and fhame me. 

17 Then all the people were wonderfully aftonifhed, and bowed 
themfelves, and worfhipped God, and faid with one accord, Bleffed 
be thou, O our God, which haft this day brought to nought the ene- 
tvies of thy per ple. 

18 Then faid Ozias unto her, O daughter, bleffed art thou of the 
moft high God above all the women upon the earth ; and bleffed be 
the Lord God, which hath created the heavens and the earth, which 
hath direéted thee to the cutting off of the head of the chief of our 
enemies, 

19 For this thy confidence fhall not depart from the heart of men, 
which remember the power of God for ever. 

20 And God turn thefe things to thee for a perpetual praife, to 
vifit thee in gond things; becaufe thou haft not fpared thy life for the 
afftiGtion of our nation, but haft revenged our ruin, walking a ftraight 
way before our God. And all the people faid, So be it, fo be it. 

CHAP. XIV. 
ey faid Judith unto them, Hear me now, my brethren, and take 
this head, and hang it upon the higheft place of your walls. 

2, And fo foon as the morning fhall appear, and the fun fhall come 
forth upon the earth, take ye every one his weapons, and go forth 
every valiant man out of the city, and fet ye a captain over them, as 
though ye would go down into the field toward the watch of the Affy- 
rians3; but go not down. ; ; : 

3, Then they thall ¢ake their armour, and fhall go into their camp, 
and raife up the captains of the army of Affur, and they fhall run to 
the tent of Holofernes, but fhall nor find him : then fear fhall fall upon 
them, and they fhall flee before your face. 





COMMENTARY anxp NOTES on CHAP. XIII. XIV. 

XIW. 18—20 Then faid Oxias, &c.] When a perfon did any thing of 
importance to promote the intereft of the country, he was ufually met at the 
gates of the city by the chief rulers ; and, on fuch occafions, one of the priefts 
came forward, and pronounced a blefling upon him. 

XIV. 10 And when Achior, &c.] ‘The Jews received among them thofe 
perfons as profelytes, who fubmitted to be circumcifed, and fubmitted to the 
law of Mofes. 





XU. XIV. 


Apocrypha. 








4 So yé, and all that inhabit the coaft of Ifrael, {tall purfue them, 
and overthrow them as they go. : ' = 

5 But before ye do thefe things, call me Achior the Ammonite, - 
that he may fee and know him that defpifed the houfe of Ifrael, and 
that fent him to us, as it were to his death. 

6 Then they called Achior out of the houfe of Ozias; and when 
he was come, and faw the head of Holofernes in a man’s hand in the 
affemhly of the people, he fell down on his face, and his f{pirit failed. 

7 Bt when they had recovered him, he fell at Judith’s feet, and 
reverenced her, and faid, Bleffed art thou in all the tabernacle of Juda, 
and in all nations, which hearing thy name {hall be aftonifhed. ~, 

8 Now therefore tell me all the things that thou haft dorte in thefe 
days. Then Judith declared unto him in the midft of the people all 
that fhe had done, from the day that the went forth until that hour fhe 
fpake unto them. : 

g And when fhe had left off fpeaking, the people fhouted with a 
Joud voice, and made a joyful noife in thetr city. 

10 And when Achior had fecn all that the Gad of Ifrael had dotie, 
he believed in God greatly, and circumcifed the fefh of his forefkin, 
and was joined unto the houfe of Ifrael unto this day. 

rt And as foon as the morning arufe, they hanged the head of Ho- 
lofernes upon the wall, and every man took his weapons, and they went 
forth by bands unto the ftraits of the mountain. 

12 But when the Affyrians faw them, they fent to their leaders, 
which came to their captains and tribunes, and to every one of their 
rulers. 

13 So they came to Holofernes’ tent, and faid to him that had the 
charge of all his things, Waken now our lord: for the flaves have 
been bold to come down againtt us to battle, that they may be utterly 
deftroyed. 7 

14 Then went in Bagoas, and knocked at the door of the tent ; for 
he thought thar he had flept with Judith. 

15 But becaufe none anfwered, he opened it, and went into the bed« 
chamber, and found him caft upon the floor dead, and his head was 
taken from him. 

16 Therefore he cried with a loud voice, with weeping, and figh- 
ing, anda mighty cry, and rent his garments. 

17 After he went into the tent where Judith lodged: and when he 
fount her not, he leaped out to the people, and cried, 

18 Thefe flaves have dealt treacheroully ; one woman of the He- 
brews hath brought fhame upon the houfe of king Nabuchodonofor ; 
for, behold, Holofernes eth upon the ground without a head. 

tg When the captains of the Affyrians’ army heard thefe words, 
they rent their coats, and their minds were wonderfully troubled, and 
there was a cry anda very great noife throughout the camp. : 

é HA XV. 


A ND when they that were in the tents heard, they were aftonifhed 
at the thing that was done. 

2 And fear and trembling fel! upon them, fe that there was no min 
that durft abide in the fight of his neighbour, but rufhing out all toge- 
ther, they fled into every way of the plain, and of the hill country. 

3 They alfo tha: had camped in the mountains round about Berhu- 
lia ficdaway. Then the children of Ifrael, every one that was a war- | 
rior among them, rufhed out upon them, : 

4. Then fent Ozias to Betomaithem, and to Bebai, and Chobai, and 
Cola, and to all the coafts of Ifrael, fuchas fhroutd tell the things that 
were done, and that all fhould ruth forth upon their enemies to 
deftroy them. 

5 Now when the children of Ifracl heardit, they all fell upon them 
witk one confent, and flew them unto Chobzi: likewife alfo they that 
came from Jerufalem, and from all the hill country (for men had told 
them Cee were donein the camp of theizenemies,) and they 
that were in Galaad, and in Galilee, chafed them with a great flaughter, 
until they were pait Dumaicus and the borders thereof. 

6 And the refidue, that dwelt at Bethulia, fell upon the camp of 
Affur, and fpoiled them, and were greatiy enriched. 

7 And the chidren of Ifrael that returned from the flaughter had 
that which :emained; and the villages and the cities, that were in the 
mountains and in the plain, gat maay fpoils: for the multitude was 
very preat. 

8 Then Joacim the high prieft, and the antients of the children. of 
Ifrael that dwelt in Jsrufalem, came to behold the good things that 
God had fhewed to Ifrael, and to fee Judith, and to falute her. 

g And when they came unto her, they bleiled her with one accord, 
and faid unto her, Thou art the exaltation of Jerufalem, thou art the 
great glory of Ifracl, thou art the great rejoicing of our nation : 

to Thou halt done all thefe things by thine hand; thou haft done 
much good to Ifrael, and God is pleafed therewith : blefled be thou of 
the Almighty Lord for evermore. And all the people fuid, So be it. 

1x And the people fpviled the camp the {pace of thirty days: and 


they 





Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. XIII. XIV. 
It behoves every oppreffor of thofe who are already affli€ted. to learn, from 
this cataltrophe, that fooner or later the divine vengeance will overtake them. 


COMMENTARY arn NOTES on CHAP. XV. XVL 
XV. 2 Fear and trembling fell upon them, &c.} The Bethalians took 
the advantage of this diforder of their enemies, and attacked them’in {mall 
parties froin different quarters, and were affifted by all the neighbouring 
countries, by which means the army of the Affyrians was totally overthrown. 
XVI. 





Apocrypha. 2 


they gave unto Judith Heloterneshis tent, and all his plate, and beds, 


and veffels, and all his ftuff; and fhe took it, and Jaid it on her mule; 
and made ready her carts, and Jaid them thereon. 

12 Then all the women of Ifrael ran together té fee her, and bleffed 
her, and made a dance among them for her; and fhe took branches in 
her hand, arid gave alfoto the women that were with her. 

13 And they puta garland of olive upon her and her maid that was 
with her, and fhe went before all the people in the dance, leading all 
the women ; and all the men of I:rael followed in their armour with 
garlands, and with fongs in their months. 

CHAP. XVI. 
HEN Judith began to fing this thankfgiving in all Ifracl, and all 
the people fang after her this fong of praife. 

2 And Judith faid, Begin unto my God with timbrels, fing unto 
my Lord with cymba!s ; tune unto him anew pfalm ; exalt him, and 
call upon his name. 

3 For God breakcth the battles ; for among the camps in the midit 
of the people he hath delivered me out af the hands of them that per- 
fecuted me. 

4 Atfir came out of the mountains from the north, he came with 
ten thoufands of his army, the multitude whereof {lopped the torrents, 
and their horfemen have cavered the hills. ‘ 

5 He bragged that he would burn up my borders, and kill my 
young men with the fword, and dath the fucking children againft the 
ground, and make mine infants as a prey, and my virgins as a {poil. 

6 But the Almighty Lord hath difappointed them by the hand of 
a woman. 

97 For the mighty one did not fall by the young men, neither did 
the fons of the Titans fmite him, nor high giants fet upon him: but 
Judith the daughter of Morari weakened him with the beauty of her 
countenance. 

8 For the put-o ff the garment of her widowhood for the exaltation 
of thofe that were oppreffed in Ifrael, and anointed her face with oint- 
ment, and bound her hair in a tire, and took a linen garment to 
deceive him. 

9 Her fandals ravifhed his eyes, her beauty took his mind prifoner, 
and the fauchion patied through his neck. 

1o The Perfians quaked at her boldnefs, and the Medes were 
daunted at her hardinefs. 

- 11 Then my afflited fhouted for joy, and my weak ones cried aloud; 
but they were aftunifhed: thefe lifted up their voices, but they were 
overthrown. 


XVI. 7 Weakened him with the beauty of ber corntenance.| ‘Thefe words 
ate as beautiful as can be met with in any author, whether facred or profane : 
for what can be more natural, than to fuy, that beauty enervates valour, and 
difconcerts the beft-laid fchemes of the wifeil gencrals. 


JUDITH. 








ypha. 





Apoci 

12 The fons of the damfels have pierced them throveh, and 
wounded them as fugitives’ children: they perifhed by the bdattle of 
the Lord. 

13 [ will fing untothe Lord a new fong: O Lord, theu art great 
and glorious, won Jerful in {trength, and invincible. 

14 Let all creatures ferve thee; for thou fpakeft, and they were 
made, thon didit fend for.h thy fpirit, and it created them, and there 


is none that can refiit thy vice. 
15 Forthe mouotain~ fhall be move! from their foundstions with 





f the waters, t!.e rocks thall melt as wax at thy prefence; yet thou art 


merciful to them that fear thee. 

16 For all facrifice is too little fora fweet favour unto thee, and all 
the fat is not futficient for thy burnt efering: but he that feareui the 
Lord is great at all times. 

17 Woe to the nati-ns that rife upagainit my kindred! the Lord 


‘| Almighty will take veugeance of them in the day of judgment, in put~ 


jing Gre and worms in their ficth; and they thall fecl them, and weep 


H)for ever. 


18 Now as foon as they entered into Jerufalem, they worthipped 


Eethe Lord: and as foon as the people were purified, they offered their 
peo} P y 


burnt eferings, and their free Gicrings, and their gilts. 

1g Judith alfo dedicated all the Nutf of Holofernes, which the peo- 
ple had given her, and gave the canupy, which fhe had taken out of 
his bedchamber, for a gift unto the Lord. 

20 So the people continued feaiting in Jerufalem before the fanc- 
tuary for the {pace of three months, and Judith remained with them. 

2. After this time every one returned to his own inheritance, and 
Judith went to Bethulia, and remained in her own poffeffion, and was 
in her time honourable in all the country. 

22 And many defired her, but none knew her all the days of her 
life, after that Manaffes her hufband was dead, and was gathered to his 
people. 

23 But fhe increafed more and more in honour, and waxed old in 
her hufband’s houfe, being an hundred and five years old, and made 
her maid free; fo ilic died in Bethulia: and they buried her in the cave 
of her hufband Manaffes. 

24. And the houfe of Ifrael lamented her feven days: and before 
the died, the did diftribute her goods to all them that were the neareit 
of kindred to Manatfes her hufband, and to them that were the neare.t 
of her kindred. 

25 And there was none that made the children of Ifrael any more 
afraid in the days of Judith, nor along timeatter her death. 





GeneraL Rerrections on Chap. AV. XVL 
We may learn from hence, that if giatitude for benefits or favours receiv dis 
incumbent upon us both as men ard Chriftians; how heinous muit be uur 
ingratitude to the K:ng of kings for all his mezcies. 








ee a rr ar rene energie ees A ee ON ern te 


The reft of the Chapters of the Book of ESTHER, which are found neither in the Hebrew, nor in the Chaldee. 
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Part of the Tenth Chapter after the Greek. 


Tes Mrardocheus faid, God hath done thefe things. 
§ For \_remember a dream which I faw concerning thefe mat- 
ters, and nothing thereof hath failed. 

6 Alittle fountain became a river, and there was Jight, and the 
fun, and much water: this river is Efther, whom the king married, 
and made queen: 

7 And the two dragons are J and Aman. 

8 And the nations were thofe that were 'afflembled to deftroy the 
name of the Jews: 

9 And my nation is this Ifrael, which cried to God, and were 
faved: for the Lord hath faved his people, and the Lord hath deli- 
vered us from all thofe evils, and Ged hath wrought figns and great 
wonders, which have not been done among the Gentiles. 

10 Therefore hath he made two lots, one for the people of God, 
and another for all the Gentiles. 

tr And thefetwo lots came at the hour, and time, and day of judg- 
ment, before God among all nations. ‘ 

42 So God remembered his people, and juftified his inheritance. 

13 Therefore thofe days fhall be unto them in the month Adar, 
the fourteenth and fifteenth day of the fame month, with an affembly, 
and joy, and with gladnefs before God, according to the generations 
for ever among his people. 

CHAP. XI. 
N the fourth ycar of the reign of Ptolemeus and Cleopatra, Dofi- 
theus, who faid he was a prieft and Levite, and Ptolemeus his 
don, brought ths epiftte of Phurim, which they faid was the fame, 
and that Lyfimachus the fon of Ptolemeus, that was in Jerufalem, had 
interpreted it. 


SAUD ETNOTEEREnERE Se 
COMMENTARY on Part of the Tenth CHAP. after the Greek, and on 
CHAP. XI. XII. 
X. 4 Mardocheus faid, &c.) The perfon here called Mardocheus is the 
fame as Mordecai: See E/her ix, 23. : 
3 


2 In the fecond year of the reign cf Artaxerxes the great, in the firft 
day of the month Nifn, Mardocl eus the fon of Jains, the fon of Si- 
mei, the fon of Cifai, of the tribe of Benjam’n, hada dram; 

3 Who was a Jew, and dwelt in the city of Sula, a great man, be- 
ing a fervitorin the king’s court. 

4 He wasalfo one of the capt'ves, which Nabuchodonofor the king 
of Babylon carried from Jerufalem with Jechonias king of Judea; 
and this was his dream : 

§ Behold a noife of a tumult, with thunder, and earthquakes, and 
uproar in the land: 

6 And, behold, two great dragons came forth ready to fight, and 
their cry was great. 

7 And at their cry all nations were prepared to battle, that they 
might fight againft the righteous people. 

8 And lo a day of darknefs and ob{cur'ty, tribulation and anguifh, 
affliction and great uproar, upon earth. 

9g And the whole righteous nation was troubled, fearing their own 
evils, and were ready to perifh. 

10 Then they cried unto God, and upon their cry, as it were froma 
little fountain, was made 2 great flood, even much water. 

ax The light and the fun rofe up, and the lowly were exalted, and 
devoured the glorious. 

12 Now when Mardocheus, who had feen this dream, and what 
God had determined to do, was awake, he bare this dream in mind, 
and until night by all means was defirous to know it. 

CHAP. XII 
ND Mardocheus took his reft in the court with Gabatha and 
Tharra, the two eunuchs of the king, and keepers of the es 
2 An 


XU. 1 Inthe fourth year, &c.] In this verfe, we have an account of thefe 
additional chapters to the book of E/fLer, called the Epiftle of Phurim: and 
it is the general opinion of the learned, that the Lyfimachus here mentioned 
was the author of them. 

XII, 
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2 And he heard their devices, and fearched out their purpofes, 
and learned that they were about to lay hands upon Artaxerxes the 
king ; and fo he certified the king of them. 

3 Then the king examined the two eunuchs, and after that they 
had confeffed it, they were frangled. 

4 And the king made a record of thefe things, and Mardocheus 
alfo wrote thereof. : . 

$ Sothe king commanded Mardocheus to ferve in the court, and 
. for this he rewarded him. 

6 Howbeit Aman the fon of Amadathus the Agagite, who was in 
great honour with the king, fought to moleft Mardocheus and his 
people, becaufe of the eunuchs of the king. 

CHAP. XII, 
Ts copy of the letters was this: The great king Artaxerxes 
writeth thefe things to the princes and governors that are un- 
der him from India unto Ethiopia, in an hundred and feven and 
twenty provinces. 4 

2 After that I became Lord over many nations, and had dominion 
over the whole world, not lifted up with prefumption of my authority, 
but carrying myfelf alway with equity and mildnefs, I purpofed to 
fettie my fubjeé&ts continually in a quiet life, and making my king- 
dom peaceable, and open for paffage to the utmoft coalts, to renew 
peace, which is defired of all men. 

8 Now when I afked my counfellors how this might be brought to 
pals, Aman, that excelled in wifdom among us, and was approved 
tor his conitant good will and ftedfaft fidelity, and had the honour 
of the fecond place in the kingdom, 

4 Declared unto us, that in all nations throughout the world there 

was [cattered a certain malicious people, that had lawscontrary to all 
nations, and continually defpifed the commandments of kings, fo as 
the uniting of our kingdoms, honourably, intended by us, cannot 
go forward. 
_ § Seeing then we underftand that this people alone is continually 
in oppofition unto all men, differing in the ftrange manner of their 
laws, and evil affeéted to our ftate, working all the mifchief they can, 
shat our kingdom may not be firmly eftablithed : 

6 Therefore have we commanded, that all they thatare fignified in 
writing unto you by Aman, who is ordained over theaffairs, andis next 
unto us, fhall all, with their wives and children, be utterly deftroyed 
by the fword of their enemies, without all mercy and pity, the four- 
teenth day of the twelfth month Adar of this prefent year : 

7 That they, who of old and now alfo are malicious, may in one 
bd with violence go into the grave, and fo ever heteafter caufe our 
affairs to be well fettled, and without trouble. 

8 Then Mardocheus thought upon all the works of the Lord, and 
made his prayer unto him, , 

g Saying, O Lord, Lord, the King Almighty: for the whole 
world is in thy power, and if thon hait appointed to fave Ifrael, there 
isno man that can gainfay thee : 

10 For thou haft made heaven and earth, and all the wondrous 
things under the heaven. 

a£ Thouart Lord of all things, and there is no man that can refift 
thee, which art the Lord. 

12 Thou knoweft all things, and thou knowelt, Lord, that it was 
neither in contempt nor pride, nor for any defire of glory, that I did 
not bow down to proud Aman. 

13 ForI could have beencontent with good will for the falvation 

‘of Ifrael to kifs the fales of his feet. 

14 ButI did this, that I might not prefer the glory of man above 
the glory of God: neither will I worfhip any but thee, O God, nei- 
ther will I do it in pride. 

15 And now, O Lord God and King, fpare thy people: for their 
eyes are upon us to bring us to nought; yea, they defire to deftroy 
the inheritance, that hath been thine from the beginning. 

16 Defpife not the portion, which thou haft delivered out of Egypt 
for thine own felf. , 

17 Hear my prayer, and be merciful unto thine inheritance: turn 
our forrow into joy, that we may live, O Lord, and praife thy name: 
and deflroy not the mouths of them that praife thee, O Lord. 

18 Al Ifrael in like manner cried moft carneftly unto the Lord 
becaufe their death was before their eyes. 

CHAP. XIV. 
Oe Efther alfo, being in fear of death, reforted unto the 
ord ; 

“wo And laid away her glorious apparel, and put on the garments 
of anguifh and mourning : and inftead of precious ointments, fhe co- 
vered her head with afhes and dung, and fhe humbled her bodygreatly, 
and all the places of her joy fhe filled with her torn hair. 

3 And the prayed unto the Lord God of Ifrael, faying, O my 





AI 3 Shen the ding, &e.] By “ examining,” is meant putting them to 
the torture. 
Genecrat Rerrecrions on Chap. X. XI. XII. 
The darknefs and error that overfpread the minds of the antients fhould lead 
us to blefs God for the light of the gofpel, and to improve our privileges. 
COMMENTARY anv NOYES on CHAP. XIL. XIV. XV. 
NHI. 9 Saying, O Lord, &c.] ‘Though this prayer is no where elfe recorded, 
yet there is reufon to believe it was compofed by Mordecai on this occafton. 
XxX ie 8 They Lave Aricken hands cuith their idols.) By ‘* Stricken hands,” 
No. 77+ 3 


CHAP. XIII. XIV. XV. XVI: 


Apocrypha. 
Lord, thou only art our King: help me, defolate woman, which 
have no helper but thee : 

4 For my danger is in mine hand. : 

5 From my youth up I have heard in the tribe of my family, that 
thou, O Lord, tookeft Ifrael from among all people, and our fathers, 
from all their predeceflors, for a perpetual inheritance, and thou hait 
performed whatfoever thou didft promife them. 

6 And now we have finned before thee : therefore hafl thou given 
us into the hands of our encmies, 

7 Becaufe we worfhipped their gods: G Lord, thouart righteous. 

8 Neverthelefs it fatisfieth them not, that we are in bitter captivity: 
but they have ftricken hands with their idols; 

g That they will abolith the thing that thou with thy mouth haft 
ordained, and -deftroy thine inheritance, and ftop the mouth of 
them that praife thee, and quench the glory of thy houfe, and of thine 
altar, 

to And open the mouths of the heathen to fet forth the praifes 
of the idols, and to magnify a flefhly king for ever. 

11 O Lord, give not thy fceptre unto them that be nothing, and 
let them not laugh at our fall; but turn their device upon themlelves, 
and make him an example, that hath begun this againit us. 

12 Remember, O Lord, make thyfelf known in time of our 
affli€tion, and give me boldnefs, O King of the nations, and Lord of 
all power. 

13 Give me eloquent fpeech in my mouth before the lion: turn 
his heart to hate him that fighteth againft us, that there may be an end 
of him, and of all that are likeminded to him: 

14 But deliver us with thine hand, and help me that am defolate, 
and which have no other help but thee. 

ts Thou knowelt eal] things, O Lord; thou knoweft that I hate 
the glory of the unrighteous, and abhor the bed of the uncircumcifed, 
and of all the heathen. 

16 Thou knowelt my neceffity: for I abhor the ben of my high 
eftate, which is upon mine head in the days wherein 1 thew mylelf, 
and that I abhor it as a menftruous rag, and that I wear it not when 
1 am private by myfelf, 

17° And that thine handmaid hath not eaten at Aman’s table, and 
that I have not greatly efteemed the king’s feaft, nor drunk the wine 
of the drink offerings. 

18 Neither had thine handmaid any joy fince the day that I was 
brought hither to this prefent, but in thee, O Lord God of Abraham. 

19 O thou mighty God above all, hear the voice of the forlorn, 
and deliver us out of the hands of the mifchievous, and deliver me 


out of my fear. 
CHAP. XV. 
A ND upon the third day, when fhe had ended her prayer, the laid 
away her mourning garments, and put on her glorious apparel. 

2 And being glorioully adorned, after fhe had called upon God, 
who is the beholder add faviour of all things, fhe took two maids 
with her:. : 

3 And upon the one fhe leaned, as carrying herfelf daintily ; 

4 And the other followed, bearing up her train. 

5 And fhe was ruddy through the perfeétion of her beauty, and her 
countenance was chearful and very amiable: but her heart was in _ 
anguilh for fear. 

6 Then having paffed through all the doors, fhe ftood before the 
king, who fat upon his royal throne, and was clothed with all his 
robes of majeity, all glittering with gold and precious ftones; and he 
was very dreadful. . . 

7 Then lifting up his countenance that fhone with majefly, he 
looked very fiercely upon her; and the queen fell down, and was 
pale, and fainted, and bowed herfelf upon the head of the maid that 
went before her. : ee . : 

8 Then God changed the fpirit of the king into mildnefs, whoin 
a fear leaped from his throne, and took her in his arms, tll fhe came 
toherfelf again, and comforted herwith loving words, and Said unto her, 

Efther, what is the matter? Iam thy brother, be of good cheer: 

10 Thou fhalt not die, though our commandment be general : 
come near. . 

‘rz And fo he held up his golden feeptre, and laid it upon hier neck, 

12 And embraced her, and faid, Speak unto me. 

13 Then faid fhe unto him, I faw thee, my lord, as an angel of 
God, and my heart was troubled for fear of thy majeity. 

14. For wonderful art thou, lord, and thy countenance is full of grace. 

15 And as fhe was fpeaking, fhe fell down for faintnefs. 

16 Then the king was troubled, and all his fervants comforted her. 

CHAP. XVI. 
r | ‘HE great king Artaxerxes unto the princes and governors of 
-an hundred and feven and twenty provinces from India unto 
Ethiopia, and unto all our faithful fubjects, greeting. 


is meant, the folemn promifes made, at the altars of what they called their 
gods, that they would exterminate the whole Jewifh race. . 
XV. 7 Modern travellers at us, that eng of the, Turkifh bafhas 
approach their huibands, as if they were abject Haves. 
FP Ge nigan REF pecs aoee on Chap. XIII, XIV. XV. 
We are hence taught to approach the throne of grace with faith, humility, 
and refignation; and though our country were devoted to dettruction, and 
ourfelves condemned as flaves, yet under all thefe affliétions, it is bef to 


truft in the divine Providonce for his merciful mane MMENTARY 


; Apocrypha. 


2. Many, the more often they are honoured with the great bounty 
of their gracious princes, the more proud they are waxen, 

3 And endeavour to hurt not our fubjects only, but not being able 
fo bear abundance, do take in hand to prattice alfo againft thofe 
that do thém good : 

4 And take not only thank fulnefs away from among men, but alfo 
lifted up with the glorious words of lewd perfons, that were never 
good, they think to efcape the juftice of God, that fceth all things, 
and hateth evil. 

5 Oftentimes alfo fair fpeech of thofe, that are put in truft to ma- 
nhage their friends’ affairs, hath caufed many that are in authority to be 
partakers of innocent blood, and hath enwrapped them in remedilefs 
calamities : . 

6 Beguiling with the falfchood and deceit of their lewd difpofition 
the innocency and goodneG of princes. 

Now ye may fee this, as we have declared, not fo much by an- 
cient hiftories, as ye may, if ye fearch what hath been wickedly done 
of late through the peftilent behaviour of them that are unworthily 
placed in authority. 

8 And we muft take care for the time to come, that our kingdom 
may be quiet and peaceable for all men, 

g Both by changing our purpofes, and always judging things that 
are evident with more equal proceeding. 

to For Aman, a Macedonian, the fonof Amadat*~, being indecd 
a ftranger from the Perfian blood, and far diftant from our guodnels, 
and asa ftranger received of us, 

ict Had fo tar forth obtained the favour that we fhew toward every 
nation, as that he was called our father, and was continually honoured 
of all men, as the next perfon unto the king. 

12 But he not bearing his great dignity, went about tu ézprive us 
of our kingdom and life : 

23 Hevmng by manifold and cunning deccits fought of us the de- 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 

16 And that they be, &c.] The king had heard the hiftory of the Jews 
either reported or read, and believed that the being who had wrought fuch 
mighty wonders in their favour, muft have been a God, who ofall others ought 

to be worfhipped ; bue as he worfhipped other gods, it is very probable that 
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CHAP. I. 

OVE righteoufnefs, ye that be judges of the earth: think of 

the Lord with a good (heart,) and in fimplicity of heart feck 
him. 

2 For he will be found of them that tempt him not ; and fheweth 
himfelf unto fuch as do not diftruft him. , 

3 For froward thoughts feparate from God: and his power, when 
it is tried, reproveth the unwife. , 

4. For into a malicious foul wifdom fhall not enter; nor dwell in 
the body that is fubject unto fin. 

5 For the holy fpirit of difcipline will flee deceit, and remove from 
thoughts that are without underftanding, and will not abide when un- 
righteoufhefs cometh in. 

6 For wifdom isa loving fpirit ; and will not acquit a blafphemer 
of his words : for God is witnefs of his reins, and a true beholder of his 
heart, and a‘hearcr of his tongue. 

7 For the Spirit of the Lord filleth the world: and that which con~ 
taineth all things hath knowledge of the voice. 

8 Therefore he that fpeaketh unrighteous things cannot be hid: 
neither fhall vengeance, when it punifheth, pafs by him. 

For inquifition fhall be made into the counfels of the ungodly : 
and the found of his words fhall come unto the Lord for the mani- 
feftation df his wicked deeds. 

xo For the ear of jealoufy hearcth all things: and the noife of mur- 
mourings is not hid. 

ar Therefore beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable ; and 
refrain your tongué from backbiting: for there is no word fo fecret, 
that thall go for nought : and the mouth that belicth flayeth the foul. 

12 Seck not death in the error of your life: and pull not upon 
yourfelves deftru&ion with the works of your hands. ; 

13, For God made not death: neither hath he pleafure in the de- 
{truation of the living. 

14, For he created all things, that they might have their being : and 
the generations of the world were healthful; and there is no poifon 
of deftruction in them, nor the kingdom of death upon the earth: 

15 (For righteoufnefs is immortal :) 

16 But ungodly men with their works and words called if to them: 
for when they thought to have it their friend, they confumed to 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I. Wl. 
Jl. 6 Wifdom is a loving fpirit, &c.] The excellency of wifdom is fhewn by 
its effects; firft, in refpectto man, whom it always regards in the fpiritof love, 
joy; peace, long-fuffering, gentlenefs, &c. fecondly, in refpect te God, whofe 
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pofe his athciftical notions. 
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ftruétion, as well ef Mardocheus, who faved our life, and continually 
procured our good, as alfo of blamclefs Efther, partaker of our king. 
dom, with their whole nation. 

14 For by thefe means he thought, finding us deftitute of friends, 
to have tranflated the kingdom of the Perfians to the Macedonians. 

_ 15 But we find that the Jews, whom this wicked wretch hath de- 
ee to utter deftruction, are no evildoers, but live by moft jult 
aws : 

; 16 And that they be children of the moft high and moft mighty 
living God, who hath ordered the kingdom both unto us and to our 
progenitors in the moft excellent manner. 

17 Wheiefore ye thall do well not to put in execution the Ictters 
fent unto you by Aman the fon of Amadatha. 

18 For he, that was the worker of thefe things, is hanged at the 
gates of Sufa with all his family : God, who ruleth all things, {pecdily 
rendering vengeance to him according to his deferts. 

19 Therefore ye fhall publith the copy of this letter in all places, 
that the Jews iay frecly live after their own laws, 

20 And ye tha. 2id them, that even the fame day, being the thir- 
teenth day of the twelfth month Adar, they may be avenged on them, 
who in the time of their affliGion fhall fet upon them. 

21 For Almighty God hath turned to joy unto them the day, 
wherein the chofen people fhould have perifhed. 

22 Ye thall therefore among your folemn feafts keep it an high day 
with all feafting : 

23 That both now and hereafter there may be fafety tous, and the 
well affected Perfians ; but to thofe which do confpire againft us a 
memorial of deftruétion. 

24. Therefore every city and country whatfoever, which fhall not do 
according to thefe things, fhall be deltroyed without mercy with fire 
and fword, and fhall be made not only unpatlable for men, but alfo 
moft hateful to wild beafts and fowls for ever. 





he died, as he had lived, a heathen. 
. Generar Rerurtcrions onChap. XVI. 

Kings are eafily impofed upon by defigning men, who, in order to eftablith 
theit own greatnefs, never confider the obligations they are under co pro- 
mote peace, but often involve whole nations in ruin. 
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nought, and made a covenant with it, becaufe they are wortliy to take 


part with it. 
CHAP. II. 
OR the wigedly faid, reafoning with themfelves, but not aright, 
Our lite is dhort and tedious, and in the death of a man there is 
no remedy : neither was there any man known to have returned from 


the grave. 

2 For we are born at all adventure: and we fhall be hereafter as 
though we had never been: for the breath in our noftrils is as {moke, 
and a little fpark in the moving of our heart: 

3 Which being extinguifhed, our body fhall be turned into afhes, 
and our fpirit fhall vanith as the foft air, 

4. And our name fhall be forgotten in time, and no man fhall have 
our works in remembrance, and our life ilall pafs away as the trace 
of acloud, and fhall be difperfed'as a mift, that is driven away with 
the beams of the fun, and overcome with the heat thercof. 

5 For our time is a very fhadow that paffeth away ; and after our 
end thercis no returning: for it is faft fealed, fo that no man cometh 
again. 

26 Come on thercfore, let us enjoy the good things that are prefent: 
and let us fpeedily use the creatures like as in youth. 

7 Let us fill ourfelves with coftly wine and ointments: and Iet no 
flower of the fpring pafs by us: 

8 Let us crown ourfelves with rofebuds, before they be withered : 

g Let none of us go without his part of our voluptuoufnefs : Jet 
us leave tokens of our joyfulnefs in every place: for this is our portion, 
and our lot is this. 

10 Let us opprefs the poor righteous man, let us not fpare the wi- 
dow, nor reverence the ancient gray hairs of the aged. 

1x Let our ftrength be the law of juftice : for that which is fecble 
is found to be nothing worth. 

12 Therefore let us lie in wait for the righteous ; becaufe he is not 
for our turn, and he is clean contrary to our doings: he upbraideth 
us with our offending the law, and obje€teth to our infamy the tran{~ 
greflions of our education. 

13 He profeffeth to have the knowledge of God: and he calleth 
himfelf the child of the Lord. 

14 He was made to reprove our thoughts. 


15 He 


| honour it will vindicate, nor fuffer the blafphemer to go unpunifhed, 


Il. 9 Let none of'us, &c.] ‘The whole of this paffage is a fpeech which 
the author puts into the mouth of a Sadducee, or Epicurean, in order to ex- 
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15 He isgrievous unto us even to behold: for his life is not like 
other men’s, his ways are of another tafhion. 

16 We are eftee:;ned of him as coumertfeits: he abflaineth from 
our ways as from filthinefs: he pronounceth the end of the juft to be 
bleffed, and maketh his boaft that God is his father. 

17 Letus fee if his words be true: and let us prove what fhall hap- 


* pen in the end of him. 


18 For if the juit man be the fon of God, he will help him, and 
deliver him from the hand of his enemies. 

1g Let us examine him with defpitcfulnefs and torture, that we 
may know his mecknefs, and prove his patience. 

20 Let us condemn him with a fhameful death: for by his own 
faying he fhall be refpeéted. 

en Such things they did imagine, and were deceived: for their 
own wickednefs hath blinded them. 

22 As forthe myfleries of God, they knew them not: neither 
hoped they for the wages of righteoufnels, nor difverned a reward 
for blamelefs fouls. 

23 For God created man to be immortal, and made him to be an 
imaye of his own eternity. i 

24 Neverthelefs through envy of the devil came death into the 
world: and they that do hold of his fide do find it. 

CHAP. Il. 
UT the fouls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and 
there fhall no torment touch them. 

2, In the fightof the unwife they feemed to die: and their departure 
is taken for mifery, 

3 And their going from us to be utter deflru@ion: but they are in 
peace. 

4 For though they be punifhed in the fight of men, yet is their hope 
tull of immortality, 

5 And having been a little chaflifed, they fhall be greatly rewarded: 
for God proved them, and found them worthy for himfelf. 

6 As gold in the furnace hath he tried them, and received them as 
a burnt offering. 

7 And in the time of their vifitation they fhall fhine, and run to 
and fro like fparks among the ftubble. 

8 They thall judge the nations, and have dominion over the pco- 
ple, and their Lord fhall reign for ever. : 

9 They that put their truft in him fhall underftand the truth: and 
fuch as be faithtul in love fhall abide with him: for grace and mercy 
is to his faints, and he hath care for his eleél. 

ro But the ungodly fhall be punifhed according to their own ima- 
ginations, which have negleéted the righteous, and forfaken the Lord. 

1u For whofo defpifeth wifdom and nurture, he is miferable, and 
er lope is vain, their labours unfruitful, and their works unpro- 
fitable : ey 

12 Their wives aré foolifh, and their children wicked: 

13 Their offspring 1s curfed. Wherefore bleffed is the barren 
that is undefiled, which hath not known the finful bed: fhe fhall have 
fruit in the vifitarion of fouls. 

14 And dkffid is the eunuch, which with his hands hath wrought 
no iniquity, nor imagined wicked things againft Godr for unto him 
fhall be given the {pecial gilt of faith, and an inheritance in the tem- 
ple of the Lord more acceptable to his mind. 

15 For glorious is the fruit of good jabours: 
dom fhall never fall away. 

16 As for the children of adulterers, they fhall not come to their 
perteéiion, and the feed of an unrighteous bed fhall be rooted ont. 

17 For though they live long, yet {hall they be nothing regarded: 
and their laf age fhall be without honour. 

18 Or, if they die quickly, they have no hope, neither comfort in 
the day of trial-L 

19 For honrribleis the end of the unrighteous generation, 

CHAP. IY. 
ETTER it isto have no children, and te have virtue: for the 
memorial thereof isimmortal: becaufe it is known with God, 
and with men. 

2 When it is prefent, men take example at it; and when it is 
gone, they defire it: it wearcth a crown, and triumpheth for ever, 
having gotten the victory, flriving for undefiled rewards. 

3 Butthe muluplying brood of the ungodly fhall not thrive, nor 
take deep rooting from baflard flips, nor lay any faft foundation. 

For though they flourifh in branches for a time; yet landing 
not fafl, they fhall be fhaken with the wind, and through the force of 
winds they fhall be rooted out. 

5 The imperfeé branches thall be broken off, their fruit unprofit- 
able, not ripe to cat, yea, meet for nothing. oie 

6 For children begotten of unlawful beds are witnefles of wicked- 
nefs againi{t their parents in their trial. 

7 But though the righteous be prevented with death, yct fhall he 


be in reift. 


and the root of wif 


oe nS 
Generar Rervections on Chap. I. Il. 

All men are finners, both by nature and practice; yet fuch is their pride, that 
they are unwilling to acknowledge the fovereignty of God over them, 
in his moral government of the world: however, an humble refignation to 
the will of God under all the difpenfations of his providence, is the ftrongeft 
proof of a fincere believer, 





lll. IV. V. Apocrypha. 


ua heas 
_ §& For honourable age is not tat which Yandeth in length of time, 
nor that ismeafured by number of years. 
ee But wifdom is the gray hair unto men, aid ati unfpotted life is 
8 age. 
o 

10 Hepleafed God, and was beloved of him: fo that living among 
finners he was tranflated. 

Il Yea, {peedily was he taken away, Ieft that wickednefs fhould 
alter hia underflanding, or deceit beguile his foul. 

+ 12 For the bewitchine of naughtinefs doth obfcure things that are 
honefl; and the wande::ng of concupifeence doth undermine the 
{imple mind. 

13 He, being made perfeé ina short time, fulfilled a Jong time : 

14. For his foul pleaicd the Lord: therefore hafted he te fake him 
away from an:ong the wicked. 

15 ‘Lhis the people faw, and underflood it not, neither laid they 
up this in their minds, That his grace and mercy is with his faints, 
and that he hath refpeét unto his chofen. ( 

16 ‘Yhus the righteous that is dead the!l condemn the ungodly 
which are living; and youth that is foon perieéed the many years 
and old age of the unrighteous. 

17 For they fhall fee the end of the wife, and fhall not underfland 
what God in bis counfel hath decreed of him, and to what end the 
Lord hath fet him in fatety. 

18 “they fhall fee him, and defpife him: but God fhall laugh them 
tofcorn: and-they fhall hereafter be a vile carcafe, and a reproach 
among the dead for evermore. ° : 

19 For he fhalt rend them, and caft them down headlong, that they 
fhall be fpeechlefs; and he fhail fhake them from the foundation; 
and they {hall be utterly laid wafte, and bein forrow; and their me- 
morial fhall perifh. 

20 And when they caft yp the accounts of their fins, they fhall 
come with fear: and their own iniquitics fhall convince them to 


their Fuce. 
CHAP. V. . 
rYCHEN fhall the righteous man fland in great boldnefs before 
the face of fuch as have affliéted him, and made no account of 
his labours. 1s , 

2 When they fee it, they fhall be troubled with terrible fear, and 
fhall he amazed at the ftrangenefs of his falvation, fo far beyond all 
that they Jooked for. 

3 And they repenting and groaning for anguith of f{pirit fhall fay 
within themlelves, Tbis was he, whom we had fometimes in derifion, 
anda proverb of reproach: 

+ We fools accounted his life madnefs, and his end to be without 
honour: 

5 How is he numbered among the children of God, and his lot is 
among the faints! : 

6 Therefore have we erred from the way of truth, and the light of 
righteoulne(’s hath not thined unto us, and the fun of righteoufnefs 
rofe net upon us. 

y Wewearied ourfelves in the way of wickednefs and deftru€tion = 
yea, we have gone through deferts, where there lay no way: but as 
for the way of the Lord, we have not known it. 

8 What ath pride profited us? or what good hath riches with our 
vaunting brought us? 

g All thole things are paffed away like a fhadow, and as a poft 
that halled by; 

19 And as a Ship that paffeth over the waves of the water, which 
when it is gone by, the trace thereof cannot be found, neither the 
pathway of the keel in the waves; 

rt Oras whena bird hath flown through the air, there isno token 
of her way to be found, but the light air being beaten with the ftroke 
of her wings, and parted with the violent noife and motion of them, 
is pafled through, and therein afterwards no fign where the went is to 
be found; 

12 Or like as when an arrow is fhot at a mark, it parteth the air, 
which immediately cometh together again, fo that a man cannot know 
where it went through: 

13 Even fo we in like manner, as foon as we were born, began to 
draw to ourend, and had no fign of virtue to fhew; but were con- 
fumed in our own wickednels. 

14+ For the hope of the ungodly is like duft that is blown away 
with the wind; like a thin froth that is driven away with the ftorm’; 
like as the fmoke which is difperfed here and there with a tempef, 
a paffeth away as the remembrance of a gueft that tarrieth but a 

ay. 
15 But the righteous live for evermore; their reward alfo is with 
the Lord, and the care of them is with the moft High. 

16 Therefore fhall they receivea glorious kingdom, and a beauti-+ 
ful crown from the Lord's hand. for with his right hand fhall he 
cover them, and with his arm fhall he proteét them, 


17 He 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. Ill. IV. 
Til. ox The jenls of the righteous, &c.] Though the righteous man may 


' he forely afflicted ; yet placing his confidence in God, his foul is ferene amidit 


the tormnents of his body ; and his death procures him joys thar fhall never 
pafs away. 
LV. 16 The righteous that is dead, &c.| Atthe great day the righteous 


thal] rife up in judgment againft the finful inhabitants of the world. 
i GENERAL 


Apocrypha. 


17 He fhall take to him his jealouly for complete armour, and 
make the créature his weapon for the revenge of is enemies. 

18 He thall put on righteowfnefs asa breaftplate, and true judg- 
ment inftead of an helmet. 

t9 He fhall take holinefs for an invincible fhietd. 

20 His fevere wrath thall he fharpen for a fword, and the world 
thall fight with him againft the unwifce. 

21 Then thall the right aiming thunderbolts go abroad ; and from 
the clouds, as from a well drawn bow, fhall they fly tothe mark. 

22 And hailftones full of wrath fhall be caft as out of a ftone bow, 
and the water of the fea fhall rage again{t them, and the floods thal! 
cruelly drownthem. 

23 Yea,a mighty wind fhall ftand up againft them, and like a ftorm 
fhall blow them away : thus iniquity fhall lay wafte the whole earth, 
and ill dealing fhall overthrow the thrones of the mighty. 

CHAP. VI. 
Hix therefore, O ye kings, and underftand; learn, ye that be 
judges of the ends of the earth. 
dive ear, ye that rule the people, and glory in the multitude of 
* nations. 
For power ts given you of the Lord, and fovereignty from the 
Highett, who fhall try your works, and fearch out your counfels. 

4 Becaufe, being minifters of his kingdom, ye have not judged 
aright, nor kept the law, nor walked after the counfel of God ; 

§ Horribly and fpeedily fhall he come upon you: fora fharp judg- 
ment fhall be to them that be in high places. : 

6 For mercy will foon pardon the meaneft: but mighty men fhall 
be mightily tormented. 

‘or he which is Lord over all fhall fear no man’s perfon, ncither 
fhall he ftand in awe of any man’s preatnefs: for he hath made the 
{mall and great, and careth for all alike. : 

8 Buta fore trial fhall come upon the mighty. 

9 Unto you therefore, O kings, do I peak that ye may learn 
wifdom, and not fall away. 

xo Forthey that keep holinefs holily fhall be judged’ holy: and 
they that have learned fuch things fhall find what to anfwer. 

1t Wherefore fet your affe@tion upon my words ; defire them, and 
ye fhall be inftruécted. 

12 Wifdom is glorious, and never fadeth away: yea, fhe is eafily 
feen of them that love her, and found of fuch as feek her. 

13 She preventeth them that defire her, in making herfelf firft 
Known unto them. 

14. Whofo feeketh her early fhall have no great travail: for he 
fhall find heg fitting at his doors. 

x5 Tothink therefore upon heris perfection of wifdom: and wha- 
fo watcheth for her fhall quickly be without care. 

16 For fhe gocth about fecking fuch as are worthy of her, fhew- 
eth herfelf favourably unto them in the ways, and meeteth them in 
every thought. cate . eh 

17 For the very true beginning of her is the defire of difcipline; 
and the care of difcipline is love ; 

18 And love is the keeping of her laws; and the giving heed unto 
her laws is the affurance of incorruption; 

1g And incorruption maketh us near unto God : 

20 Therefore the defire of wifdort bringeth toa kingdom. 

2x If your delight be then in thrones and fceptres, O ye kings of 
the people, honour wifdom, that ye may reign for evermore. 

22 As for wifdom, what fhe is, and how fhe came up, I will tell 
you, and will not hide myfteries from you: but will feek her out from 
the beginning of her nativity, and bring the knowledge of her into 
light, and will not pafs over the truth, 

23 Neither will I po with confuming envy; for fuch a man fhall 
have no fellowfhip with wifdom. 

24 But the multitude of the wife is the welfare of the world: and 
a wife king is the upholding of the people. ; 

25 Receive therefore in{tru€tion through my words, and it fhall do 


you good. 
CHAP. VII. 
Myfelf alfo am a mortal man, like to all, and the offspring of him 
J that was firft made of the earth, 

2 And in my mother’s womb was fafhioned to be flefh in the time 
ef ten months, being compacted in blood, of the feed of man, and the 
pleafure that came with fleep. 

And when I was born, I drew in the common air, and fell upon 
the earth, which is of like nature, and the firft voice which I uttered 
was crying, as allothers do. 

4 1 was nurfed in fwaddling clothes, and that with cares. 

5 For there is no king that had any other beginning of birth, 

6 For all men have one entrance into life, and the like going out. 


ee  , S  AaR 


Generar ReFvuections on Chap. IIL. IV, 

The condition of the godly in this world, with refpeCt to external circum- 
ftances, is fo apparently worfe than that of the wicked, that atheifts, in all 
ages, have made it an arrument for their difbelief of a fupreme Being ; or 
at leaft of a Providence » guide the world, and dire& the affairs of mortals, 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VI. VI. VIII. 
VI. 14 Whoo fecketh her early, &c.] _Paffions are more eafily fubdued, 
and brought under the government of rcafon, in youth, than in old age; for 
z 5 


WISDOM of SOLOMON. 


A pocrybha, 


7 Wherefore I prayed, and underftanding was given me: 1 called 
upon God, and the fpirit of wifdom camé to me. 

8 I preferred her before fceptres and thrones, and efteemed rictics 
nothing in comparifon of her. : 

Neither compared I unto her any precious ftone, becaufe all gold 
in refpect of her is as a little fand, and filver fhall be counted as clay 
before her. : 

to I loved her above health and beauty, and chofe to have her in- 
ftead of light : for the light that cometh from her never goeth out. 

1x All good things together came to me with her, and innumera~ 
ble riches in her hands. 

12 And I rejoiced in them all, becanfe wifdom goeth before them; 
and I knew not that fhe was the mother of them. 

13 I learned diligently, and do communicate fer liberally: Ido not 
hide her riches. 

14 For fhe is a treafure unto men that never faileth: which they 
that ufe become the friends of God, being commended for the gifts 
that come from learning. 

_ 45 God hath granted meto fpeak as I would, and to conceive as 
is meet for the things that are given me: becaufe it is he that leadethk 
unto wifdom, and dire&eth the wife. ‘ 

16 For in his hand are both we and our words; all wifdom alfo, 
and knowledge of workmanthip. 

17_For he hath given me certain knowledge of the things that are, 
namely, to know how the world was made, and the operation ef the 
elements ¢ 

18 The beginning, ending, and midft of the times: the alterationa 
of the turning of the fun, and the change of feafons : 

19 The circuits of years, and the politions of {tars : 

20 The natures of living creatures, and the furies of wild: beafts : 
the violence of winds, and the reafonings of men: the diverfitics of 
plants, ancl the virtues of roots: 

i 21 And all fuch things as are either fecret or manifeft, them F 
now. 

_ 22 For wifdom, which is the worker of all things, taught me: for 

in her is an undestlanding fpirit, holy, one only, manifold, fubtil, lively, 

clear, undefiled, plain, not fubjeét to hurt, loving the thing that ig 

good, quick, which cannot be letted, ready to do good, 

23 Kind to man, ftedfaft, fure, free from care, having all power, 
overfeeing all things, and going through all under{tanding, pure, and 
moft fubtil, fpirits. 

24. For wifdom is more moving than any motion: fhe paffeth and 
goeth through al} things by reafon of her purenefs. 

25 For fhe is the breath of the power of God, and a pure influence 
flowing from the glory of the Almighty: therefore can no defiled 
thing fall into her. 

26 For the is the brightnefs of the everlafting light, the unfpotted 
mirror of the power of God, and the image of hiy goodnefs, 

27 And being but one, fhe can do all things: and remaining in 
herfelf, thé maketh all things new: and in all ages entering into holy 
fouls, fhe maketh them friends of God and prophets. 

28 For God loveth none but him that dwelleth with wifdom. 

29 For fhe is mare beautiful than the fin, and above all the order 
of ftars: being compared with the light, fhe is found before it. 

30 For after this cometh night: but vice {hall not. prevail againtt 


wildom. 
CHAP. VII. 
py7SsPpom reacheth from one end to another mightily ; and fweetly 
doth fhe order all things. 

2 I loved her, and fought Ser out from my youth, I defired to make 
her my fpoufe, and I was a lover of her beauty. 

3 Inthat fhe is converfant with God, fhe magnificth her nobility: 
yea, the Lord of all things himfelf Joved her. 7 

4 For the is privy to the mytteries of the knowledge of God, and 
a lover of his works. 

5 If riches bea poffeflion tobe defired in this life; what is richer 
than wifdom, that workcth all things ? 

6 Andif prudence work ; who of all that are is a more cunning 
workman than the? 

7. And ifa man love rightcoufnefs, her Iabours are virtues: for the 
teacheth temperance and prudence, juftice and fortitude: which are 
fuch things, as men can have nothing more profitable in their lile. 

8 If a man defire much experience, fhe knoweth things of old, and 
conjectureth aright what is to come: fhe knoweth the fubtilties of 
fpeeches, and can expound dark fentences: fhe forefecth figns and 
wonders, and the events of feafons and times. 

g Therefore I purpofed to take her to me tolive with me, knowing 
that fhe would be a counfeller of good things, and a comfort in cares 
and grich 

tq For 





as a ftream of water increafes as it approaches to its influx into the ocean, fo 
piety gathers ftrength, till at lait it is made perfeét in the full enjoyment of 
God in glory. . 
VIN. 6 For all men, &c.} All men, without diflinétion, were conceived 
and horn in fin, and death is the portion of all. 
VII. 2° Wifdom reacheth. &c.} ‘True wifiom, conne€ted with piety, com- 
prehends every thing within the whole circle ot human underitanding. 
GENERAL 


“Apocrypha. CHAP. 


IX. X. XI. 


Ie evens hss 
Apocrypha. 


10 For her fake I thall have eftimation among the multitude, and 
honour with the elders, though I be young. 

tr I fhall be found of a quick conceit in judgment, and fhall be 
admired in the fight of great men. 

12 When I hold my tongue, they fhall bide my leifure, and when 
I fpeak, they fhall give good ear unto me: if I talk much, they fhall 
lay their hands upon their mouths. 

t3 Moreover by the means of her I fhall obtain immortality, and 
leave behind me an everlaiting memorial to them that come after me. 

14 I fhall fet the people in order, and the nations fhall be fubje& 
unto me. : 

15 Horrible tyrants fhall be afraid, when they do but hear of me; 
I thall be found good among the multitude, and valiant in war. : 

16 After Iam come into mine houfe, I will repofe myfelf with her: 
for her converfation hath no bitternefs ; and to live with her hath no 

_forrow, but mirth and joy. 

17 Now when I confidered thefe things in myfelf, and pondered 
them in my heart, how that to be allied unto wifdom is immortality ; 

18 And great pleafure it is to have her friendfhip; and in the works 
of her hands are infinite riches ; and in the exercife of conference with 
her, prudence; and in talking with her, a good report ; I went about 
feeking how to take her to me. 

19 For 1 was a witty child, and had a good fpirit. 

22 Yea rather, being good, I came into a body undefiled. 

. 21 Neverthelefs; when perceived that I could not otherwife obtain 
her, except God gave her me; and that was a point of wifdom alfo 
to know whofe gift fhe was; I prayed unto the Lord, and befought 
him, and with my whole heart I faid, 
CHAP. IX. 
God of my fathers, and Lord of mercy, who haft made all 
things with thy word, 

2 And ordained man through thy wifdom, that he fhould have do- 
minion over the creatures which thou thou haft made, 

3 And order the world according to equity and righteoufnefs, and 
execute judgment with an upright heart : 

4. Give me wifdom, that fitteth by thy throne; and reject me not 
from among thy children : : 

5 Forl thy fervant’and fon of thine handmaid am a feeble perfon, 
and of a thort time, and too young for the underftanding of judg- 
ment and laws. 

6 For though a man be never fo perfe&t among the children of 
men, yet if thy wifdom be not with him, he fhall be nothing regarded. 


7. ‘Thou hafl chofen me to be a king of thy people, anda judge 


of thy fons and daughters : : 
8 Thou haftcommanded me to build a temple upon thy holy mount, 
and an altar in the city wherein thou dwelleft, a refemblance of the 

holy tabernacle, which thou hafl prepared from the beginning. 
And wifdom was with thee : which knoweth thy works, and was 


prefent when thou madeft the world, and knew what was acceptable 


an thy fight, and right in thy commandinents. 


1o O fend her out of thy holy heavens, and from the throne of 
thy glory, that being prefent fhe may labour with me, that I may know 


what is pleafing unto thee. 


1x For fhe knowcth and underflandeth all things, and fhe fhall 


lead me foberly in my doings, and preferve me in her power. 


12 So fhall my works be acceptable, and then fhall I judge thy 


people righteoufly, and be worthy to fit in my father’s feat. 


13 For what man is he that can know the counfel of God? or who 


ean think what the will of the Lord is ? 


14 For the thoughts of mortal men are miferable, and our devices 


are but uncertain. 


15 For the corzuptible body preffeth down the foul, and the earthy 


tabe:nacle weigheth down the mind that mufeth upon many things. 


16 And hardly do we guefs aright “at things that are upon earth, 
and with labour do we find the things that are before us: but the 


things that are in heaven who hath fearched out ? 


17 And thy counfel who hath known, except thou give wifdom, 


and fend thy Holy Spirit from above ? 


18 Forfo the ways of them which lived on the earth were reformed, 
and men were taught the things that are pleafing unto thee, and were 


faved through wifdom. 
CHAP. X. 


HE preferved the firft formed father of the world, that was created 


alone, and brought him out of his fall, 
2 And gave him power to rule all things. 
But when the unrighteous went away from her in his anger, he 
perithed alfo in the fury wherewith he murdered his brother. 


4 For whofe caufe the earth being drowned with the flood, wifdom 


again preferved it, and direfed the courle of the righteous ina piece 


of wood of fmall value. 
Moreover, the nations in their wicked confpiracy being con- 


founded, fhe found out the righteous, and preferved him blamelefs 





Generar Rerrections on Chap. VI. VII. VII. 
yet us learn from hence, that neither virtue nor vice are equally punifhed 
or rewarded in this world ; but there is a day coming, when the bad will 
meet punifhment, and the good reward. 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. IX. XI. 


{X. 1 : God of my fathers, &c.] <A fpirit of true piety breathes in every 
No. 78. 







ae God, and kept him {trong againft his tender compaffion toward 
Is ion. 


6 When the ungodly perifhed, fhe cclivered the righteous man, 


who fled from the fire which fell down upon the five cities. 


7 Of whofe wickednefs even to this day the wafte land that fmoketh 


is a teftimony, and plants bearing fruit that never come to ripenefs : 


and a ftanding pillar of fale 7s a monument of an unbelieving foul. 

8 For regarding not wifdom, they gat not only this hurt, that they 
knew not the things which were good ; but alfo left behind them to 
the world a memorial of their foolifhnefs: fo that in the things 
wherein they offended they could not fo much as be hid. 

9 But wifdom delivered from pain thofe that attended upon her. 

_10 When the righteous fled from his brother’s wrath, fhe guided 
him in right paths, fhewed him the kingdom of God, and gave him 
knowledge of holy things, made him rich in his travels, and multi- 
plied the fruit of his labours. 

rz In the covetoufnefs of fuch as oppreffed him fhe ftood by him, 
and made him rich. 

12 She defended him from his enemies, and kept him fafe from 
thofe that lay in wait, and in a fore confli& fhe gave him the victory 3 
that he might know that godlinefg is ftronger than all. 

43 When the righteous was fold, fhe forfook him not, but deli- 
vered him from fin: fhe went down with him into the pit, 

14. And left him not in bonds, till fhe brought him the {ceptre of 
the kingdom, and power againft thofe that oppreffed him: as for 
them that had accufed him, the fhewed them to be liars, and gave him 
perpetual glory. 

15 She delivered the righteous people and blamelefs feed from the 
nation that oppreffed them. 

16 She entered into the foul of the fervant of the Lord, and with- 
ftood dreadful kings in wonders and figns ; 

17 Rendered to the righteous a reward of their labours, guided 
them in a marvellous way, and was unto them for a cover by day, and 
a light of ftars in the night feafon ; 

18 Brought them through the Red fea, and ked them through 
much water: 

19 But the drowned their enemies, and calt them up out of the 
bottom of the deep. 

20 Therefore the righteous fpoiled the ungodly, and praifed thy 
holy name, O Lord, and magnified with one accord thine hand, that 
fought for them, f 

21 For wifdom opened the mouth of the dumb, and made the 
tongues of them that cannot fpeak eloquent. 

CHAP. XI. 

HE profpered their works in the hand of the holy prophet. 

2 They went through the wildernefs that was net inhabited, 
and pitched tents in places where there lay no way. 

3 They food againit their encmies, and were avenged of theis 
adverfaries. 

4 When they were thirfty, they called upon thee, and water was 
given them out of the Hinty rock, and their thirft was quenched out 
of the hard flone. * 

5 For by what things their enemies were punifhed, by the fame 
they in their need were benefited. 

6 For inftead of « fountain of a perpetual running river troubled 
with foul blood, 

7 Fora manifelt reproof of that commandment, whereby the in- 
fants were flain, thou gaveft unto them abundance of water by a means 
which they hoped not for: : 

8 Declaring by that thirft then how thou hadft punifhed their ad- 
verfaries. 

9 For when they were tried, albeit but in mercy chaftifed, they 
knew how the ungodly were judged in wrath and tormented, thirfting 
in another manner than the jutt. 

10 For thefe thou didft admonifh and try, as a father: but the 
other, as a fevere king, thou didit condemn and punitfh. 

11 Whether they were abfent or prefent, they were vexed alike. 

12 Fora double grief came upon them, and a groaning for the re- 
membrance of things paft. 

13 For when they heard by their own punifhments the other to be 
benefited, they had fome feeling of the Lord. 

14, For whom they rejeéted with fcorn, when he was long before 
thrown out at the caiting forth of the infants, him in the end, when 
they faw what came to pafs, they admired. 

15 But for the foolifh devices of their wickednefs, wherewith be 
ing deceived they worfhipped ferpents void of reafon, and vile beafts, 
thou didft fend a multitude of unreafonable beafts upon them for 
vengeance 5 ; 

16 That they might know, that wherewithal a man finneth, by the 
fame alfo fhall he be punifhed. 

17 For thy almighty hand, that made the world of matter without 

form, 


ar eee SS AEE 


line of this prayer, which is believed to be handed down by tradition from 
Solomon, who rakes occafion to beg for wifdom to underftand the laws and 
will of the Moft High, and to judge the people with equity. 

XI. 16 That they might know, &c.] In the judgments of God men are 
often affi@ed in fuch a manner, as to bring their crimes to their remem- 
brance ; for fin generally carries its punifhment with it. 
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form, wanted not tneansto fend among them a multitude of bears, or 
fierce lions, 

18 Or unknown wild beafts, full of rage, newly created, breathing 
out eithera fiery vapour, or filthy fcents of {cattered fmoke, or fhoot- 
ing horrible Tparkles out of their eyes : : 

19 Whercof not only the harm might difpatch them at once, but 
alfo the terrible fight utterly deftroy them. 

zo Yea, and without thefe might they have fallen down with one 
blaft, being perfecuted of vengeance, and {cattered abroad through the 
breath of thy power: but thou haft ordered all things in meafure and 
number and weight. 

et For thou canft fhew thy great ftrength at all times when thou 
wilt; and who may withftand the power of thine arm ? 

22 For the whole world before thee is as a little grain of the ba- 
lance, yea, asa drop of the morning dew that falleth downuponthe earth. 

23 But thou haft mercy upon all; for thou canfi do all things, and 
_ winkeft at the fins of men, becaufe they fhould amend. 

24 For thou loveft all the things that are, and abhorreft nothing 
which thou haft made: for never wouldft thou have made any thing, 
if thon hadft hatedit. 

zs And how could any thing have endured, if it had not been thy 
will? or been preferved, if not called by thee ? 

26 But thou fpareft all: for they are thine, O Lord, thou lover 
of fouls. . 
CHAP. XII. 

TOR thine incorruptible Spirit is in all things. 

2 ‘Therefore chafleneft thou them by little and little-that offend, 
and warnedt them by putting them in remembrance wherein they have 
offended, that leaving their wickednefs they may believe on thee, O 
Lord. 

3 For it was thy will to deftroy by the hands of our fathers both 
thofe old inhabitants of thy holy land, 

4 Whom thon hatedft for doing moft odious works of witchcrafts, 
and wicked facrifices ; 

5 And alfo thofe mercilefs murderers of children, and devourcrs of 
man’s flefh, and the feafls of blood, 

- 6 With their:priefls out of the midft of their idolatrous crew, and. 
the parents, that killed with their own hands fouls dedtitute of help: 

7 That the land, which thou efteemedi{t above all other, might re- 
ecive a worthy colony of God’s children. 

8 Neverthelefs even thofe thou fpared{t as men, and didft fend wafps, 
forerunners of thine hoft, to deflroy them by little and little. 

g Not that thou waft unable to bring the ungodly under the hand 
of the righteous in battle, or to deflroy them at once with cruel beats, 
or with one rough word : . 

190 But executing thy judgments upon them by lite and little, 
thou gaveft them place of repentance, not being ignorant tha they 
were a naughty generation, and that their malice was bred in them, 
and that their cogitation would never be changed. 

az For it wasa curfed feed from the beginning ; neither didft thou 
for fear of any man give them pardon for thofe things wherein they 
finned. 

12 For who fhall fay, What hafl thou done? or who fhall with- 
fland thy judgments, or who fhall accufe thee for the nations that pe- 
rifh, whom thou haft made ? or who fhall come to ftand againft thee, 
to be revenged for the unrighteous men ? 

13 For ncither is there any God but thou that careft for all, to 
whom thou mighteft fhew that thy judgment is not upright. 

_14 Neither dhall king or tyrant be able to fet his face againft thee 
for anv whom thoa hail punithed. 

15 Forfomuch then as thou art rightcous thyfelf, thou ordereft all 
things righteoufly: thinking it not agreeable with thy power to con- 
demn him that hath not deferved to be punifhed. 

16 For thy power is the beginning of righteoufnefs, and becaufe 
thou art the Lord of all, it maketh thee to be gracious unto all. 

17 For when men will not believe that thou art of a full power, 
thou fheweft thy ftrength, and among them that’ know it thou makeft 
their boldnefs manifeft. 

18 But thou, maltering thy power, judgeft with equity, and or- 
dereiL us with great favour: for thou mayeft ufe power when thou wilt. 

1g Butby fuch works haft thou taught thy people that the juft man 
fhould be merciful, and haft made thy children to be of a good hope 
that thon giveit repentance for fins. . 

eo For if thou didit punifh the enemies of thy children, and the 
condemned to death, with fuch deliberation, giving them time and 

lace, whereby they might be delivered from their malice: 

a1 With how great circum [pe€tion didft thou judge thine own fons, 
unto whofe fathers thou hait fworn, and made covenants of good 
promifes ? hone 

e2 ‘Yherefore, whereas thou doft chaflen us, thou fcourgeft our 

enemies a thoufand times more, to the intent that, when we judge, 
we fhould carefully think of thy goodnefs, and when we ourfelves are 
judged, we fhould look for mercy. . 


TL 


Generaut Rerrecrions onChap. IX. X. XI. 
Jn all cafes and circumftances, we fhould have recourfe to prayer, to maintain 
an intercourfe berween us and the Divine Being, who alone is the fource of 
dom: Jer us therefore implore his grace with humility, while we have 
he caoft exaited notions of his mercy and goodnefs in Chrifl Jefus. 
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23 Wherefore, whereas men have lived diffolutely and unrighte- 
oufly, thou hail tormented them with their own abominations, 

24 For they went aftray very far in the wavs of error, and held 
them for gods, which even among the beafls of their enemies were 
defpifed, being deceived, as children of no underflanding. 

25 Therefore unto them, as to children without the ufe of reafon 
thou didit fend a judgment to mock them. : 

26 But they that would not be reformed by that corre@lion, wherein 
he dailied with them, thall feel a judgment worthy of God. ; 

‘27 For, look, for what things they grudged, when they were pu- 
nithed, that is, for them whom they thought to be gods; [now] be- 
ing punifhed in them, when they faw it, they acknowledged him to 
be the true God, whom before they denied to know; and therefore 
came extreme damnation upon them. : 

CHAP. XIII. 

Soe vain are all men by nature, who are ignorant of God, 

and could not out of the good things that are feen know him 

that is: neither by confidering the works did they acknowledge the 
workmafter; 7 

2 But deemed cither fire, or wind, or the fwift air, orthe circle of 
the flars, or,the violent water, orthe lights of heaven, to be the gods 
which govern the world. 

3 With whole beauty if they being delighted took them to be gods; 
let them know how much better the Lord of them is: for the firit 
author of beauty hath created them. 

4 But if they were aflonifhed at their power and virtue, let them 
underitand by them, how much mightier he is that made them. 

5 For by the greatnefs and beauty of the creatures proportionably 
the maker of them is feen. , 

6 But yet for this they are the lefs to be blamed: for they perad- 
venture err, feeking God, and defirous to find him. 

7 For being converfant in his works they fearch fim diligently, and 
belicve their fight: becaufe the things are beautiful that arc feen. * 

8 Howbeit neither are they to be pardoned. 

g For if they were able to know fo much, that they could aim at 
the world ; how did they not fooner find out the Lord thereof ? 

10 But miferable are they, and in dead things is their hope, who 
called them gods, which are the works of men’s hands, gold and 
filver, to thew art in, and refemblances of beafls, or a flone good for 
nothing, the work of an ancient land. ; 

11 Now a carpenter that felleth timber, after he hath fawn downa 
tree meet for the purpofe, and taken off all the bark fkilfully round 
about, and hath wrought it handfomely, and made a veffel thereof fit 
for the fervice of man’s life : 

12 And after {pending the refufe of his work to drefs his meat, 
hath filled himfelf ; 

1g And taking the very refufe among thofe which ferved to no ufe, 
being a crooked picce of wood, and full of knots, hath carved it dili- 
genuy, when he had nothing elfe to do, and formed it by the {kill of 
his underflanding, and fafhioned it to the image of a man; 

14 Or made it like fome vile beaft, laying it over with vermillion, 
and with paint colouring it red, and covering every fpot thercin ; 

15 And when he had made a convenient room ior it, fet it in a 
wall, and made it falt with iron: 

16 For he provided for it that it might not fall, knowing that it 
was unable to help itfelf; for it isan image, and hath necd of heip: 

17 Then maketh he prayer for his goods, for his wite und children, 
and is not afhamed to {peak to that which hath no Hie. 

18 For health he calleih upon that which is weak : for life prayeth 
to that which is dead: for aid humbly befeeching that which hath leaf 
means to help : and for a good journcy he afketh of chat which can- 
not fet a foot forward : 

19 And for gaining and getting, and for good fuccefs of his hands, 
afketh ability to do of him, that is moft unable to do any thing. 

CHAP. XIV. 
GAIN, one preparing himfelf to fail, and about to pafs through 
: the raging waves, calleth upon a piece of wood more rotten 
than the veffel that carrieth him. 

2 For verily defire of gain devifed that, and the workman built it 
by his fkill. 

3 But thy providence, O Father, governeth it: for thou hafl made 
a way in the fea, and a fale path in the waves 5 

4 Shewing that thou canitfave from all danger: yea, though a man 
went to fea without art. 

5 Neverthelefs thou wouldeft not that the works of thy wifdom 
fhould be idle, and therefore do men commit their lives to a fmall 
piece of wood, and paffing the rough fea in a weak vette! are faved. 

6 For in the old time alfo, when the proud giants perithed, the 
hope of the world governed by thy hand efcaped in a weak veflel, and 
left to all ages a feed of generation. 

7 For bleffed is the wood whereby righteoufnefs cometh. 

8 But that which is made with hands is curled, as well it, as he 

tat 
er TE er SA Oa! 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow Chap. XII. XITI. Niv’. 

XI. 12 Who feall come to fland againft the, &e.] Or, in thy prefence. 

KUL. 1 Surely cain are all men by nave, &c.) Wis the att tegree ot Hen 
pidity and impiety in man, to pretend ignorance of a Deity. when he cont 
ders the world about him ; for an artifLis known by his work. 
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_ that made it: he, becanfe he made it; and it, becaufe, being corrup- 
tible, it was called god. : 

9 For the ungodly and his ungodlinefs are both alike hateful unto 


God. 
10 For that which is made fhall be punifhed together with him that 


made it. 

11 Therefore even upon the idols of the Gentiles fhall there be a 
vifitation: becaufe in the creature of God they are becomean abomi- 
nation, and {tumbling-blocks to the fouls of men, and a f{nare to the 
feet of the unwifé. 

12 For the devifing of idols was the beginning of /piritual fornica~ 
tion, and the invention of them the corruption of life. 

13 Forneither were they from the beginning, neither fhall they be 
for ever, 

14 For by the vain plory of men they entered into the world, and 
therefore fhall they come fhortly to an end. 

15 For a fatherafflicted with untimely mourning, when he hath 
made an image of his child foon taken away, now honoured him as 
agod, which was then a dead man, and delivered to thofe that were 
under him ceremonies and facrifices. 

16 Thus in procefs of time an ungodly cuftom grown ftrong was 
kept asa law, and graven images were worfhipped by the command- 
-ments of kings, 

17, Whom men could not honour fn prefence, becaufe they dwelt 
far off, they took the counterfeit of his vifage from far, and made an 
exprefs image of a king whom they honoured, to the end that by this 
Se puariee they might flatter him that was abfent, as if he were 

refent. : 
B 18 Alfo the fingular diligence of the artificer did help to fet for- 
ward the ignorant to more fuperflition. 

19 For he, peradventure willing to pleafe one in authority, forced 
all his fill 10 make the refemblance of the beft fafhion. 

20 And fo the multitude, allured by the grace of the work, took 
him now for a god, which a little before was but honoured asa man. 

21 And this was an occafion to deceive the world: for men, ferv- 
ing cithér calamity or tyranny, did afcribe unto ftones and ftocks the 
incommunicable name. 

22 Moreover this was not enough for them,-that they erred in the 
knowledge of God; but whereas they lived im the great war of igno- 
rxance, thofe fo great plagues called they peace. ° 
* 23 For whilft they flew their children in facrifices, ‘or ufed fecret 
ceremonies, or made revellings of ftrange rites ; 

24 They kept neither lives nor marriages any longer undefiled : 
but cither one’ flew another traiteroufly, or grieved him by adultery. 

25 So that there reigned in all men without exception blood, man- 
Slaughter, theft, and diflimulation, corruption, unfaithfulnefs, tumults, 

erjury’, 
F 36 Difgiteting of ood men, forgetfulnefs of good terms, defiling 
of fouls, changing of kind, diforder in marriages, adultery, and fhame- 
Jefs uncleannefs. 

27 For the worfhipping of idols not to be named is the beginning, 
the caufe, and the end of all evil. 

28 For either they are mad when they be merry, or prophefy lics, 
or live unjufly, or elfe lightly forfwear themfelves. 

29 For infomuch as their truft is in idols, which have no life; 
though they fwear falfely, yet they Jogk not to be hurt. 

30 Howbeit for both caufes fhall they be juftly punifhed: both be- 
caufe they thought not well of God, giving heed unto idols, and alfo 
unjuftly {wore in deceit, defpifing holinefs. 

31 For itis not the power of them by whom they fwear: but it 


is the juit vengeance of finners, that punifhéth always the offence of : 


the ungodly. 
CHAP. XV. 


UT thou, O God, art gracious and true, long-fuffering, and 
in mercy ordering all things. 

2 For if we fin, we are thine, knowing thy power: but we will 
not fin, knowing that we are counted thine. 

3 For to know thee is perfect righteoufnefs: yea, to know thy 
power is the root of immortality. 

4 For neither did the mifchievous invention of men deccive us, nor 
an image fpotted with divers colours, the painter’s fruitlefs labour 5 

5 The fight whereof enticeth fools to luft after it, and fo they de- 
fire the form of a dead image, that hath no breath. 

6 Both they that make them, they that defire them, and they that 
worfhip them, are lovers of evil things, and are worthy to have fuch 
things to truft upon. Z : 

7 For the potter, tempering foft carth, fathioneth every veffel with 
much labour for our fervice: yea, of the fame clay he maketh both the 
veilels that ferve for clean ufes, and likewife alfo all fuch as ferve to 
the contrary: but what is the ufe of either fort, the potter himfelf is 
the judge. aes 

8 And employing his labours lewdly, he maketh a vain god of the 
faine clay, even he which a little before was made of earth himfelf, and 


XIV. 1 Stumblirg-blocks, &c.} Margin, Scandals. 
Geseraut RerLrectrions on Chap. X1L. NIil. XIV. 
Thofe uf all men are the moft miferably infatuated, who fall down to ftocks 
and flones, the works of their own hands, that cannot help themfelves, 
mach lefs thofe that made them. 
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within a little while after returneth to the fame, out of the which he 
was taken, when his life which was lent him fhall be demanded. 

9 Notwithftanding his care is, not that he fhall have much labour, 
nor that his life is fhort: but firiveth to excel goldfmiths and filver- 
fmiths, and endeavoureth to do like the workers in brafs, and counteth 
it his glory to make counterfeit things.- 

10 His heart is afhes; his hope is more vile than earth, and his life 

, of lefs value than clay: : 
_ 11. Forafmuch as he knew. not his Maker, and him that -infpired 
Intohim an aétive foul, and breathed in a living fpirit. 

12 But they counted our lifea paftime, and our time here a market 
for gain: for, fay they, we muft be petting every way, though it be by 
evil means. A ; 

13 For this man, that of earthly matter maketh brittle veffels and 
graven images, knoweth him{elf to offend above all others. 

14 Andall the enemies of thy people, that hold them in fubjection, 
are moft foolifh, and more miferable than very babes. 

15 For they counted all the idols of the heathen to be gods: which 

‘neither have the ufe of eyes to fee, nor nofes to draw breath, nor ears 


} to hear, nor fingers of hands to handle; and as for their feet, they 


are flow to go. 
16 For man made them, and he that borrowed his own fpirit 


fafhioned them: but no man can make a god like unto himfelf. 

17 For being mortal, he worketh a dead thing with wicked hands: 
for he himfelf is better than the things which he worfhippeth: whereas 
he lived once, but they never. 

18 Yea, they worfhipped thofe beafts alfo that are moft hateful: 
for being compared together, fome are worfe than others. 

19 Neither are they beautiful, fo much as to be defired in refpect of 
beafts: but they went without the praife of God and his bleffing. 

CHAP. XVI. 

Ore by the like were they punifhed worthily, and 

by the multitude of beafts tormented. 

2 Inftead of which punifhment, dealing gracioufly with thine own 
people, thou preparedft for them meat of a ftrange tafte, even quails 
to ftir up their appetite: 

3 To the end that they, defiring food, might for the ugly fight of 
the beafts fent among them loathe even that, which they muft needs 
defire: but thefe, fuffering penury for a fhort fpace, might be made 
partakers of a ftrange tafte. 

4. For it was requifite, that upon them exercifing tyranny fhould 
come penury, which they could not avoid: but to thefe it fhould only 
be fhewed how their enemics were tormented. 

5 For when the horrible fiercenefs of beafts came upon thefe, and 
they perifhed with the flings of crooked ferpents, thy wrath endured 
not for ever: : 

6 But they were troubled for a fmall feafon, that they might be ad- 
monifhed, having a fign of falvation, to put them in remembrance of 
the commandment of thy Jaw. 

For he that turned himfelf toward it was not faved by the thing 
that he faw, but by thee, that art the Saviour of all. 

8 And in this thou madeft thine enemies confefs, that it is thou 
who delivereft from all evil: 

9 For them the bitings of grafshoppers and flies killed, neither was 

“there found any remedy for their life: for they were worthy to be pu- 
nifhed by fuch. 

10 But thy fons not the very teeth of venomous dragons overcame: 
for thy mercy was ever by them, and healed them. 

11 Forthey were pricked, that they fhould remember thy words; 
and were quickly faved, that not falling into deep forgetfulnefs, they 
might be continually mindful of thy goodnefs. 

12 For it was neither herb, nor mollifying plaifter, that reftored 
them to health: but thy word, O Lord, which healeth all things. 

13 For thou haft power of life and death : thou leadelt to the gates 
of hell, and bringeft up again. , 

14. Aman indeed killeth through his malice: and the fpirit, when 
it is gone forth, returneth not; neither the foul received up cometh 
again. 

of But it is not poffible to efcape thine hand. 

16 For the ungodly, that denied to know thee, were fcourged by 
the ftrength of thine arm: with ftrange rains, hails, and fhowers, were 
they perfecuted, that they could not avoid, and through fire were they 
confumed. 

_ 19 For, which is moft to be wondered at, the fire had-more force 
in the water, that quencheth all things: for the world fighteth for 
the righteous. 

18 For fome time the flame was mitigated, that it might not burn 
up the beafts that were fent againft the ungodly; but themfelves might 
fee and perceive that they were perfecuted with the judgment of God. 

1g And at another time it burneth even in the midft of water above 
the power of fire, that it might deftroy the fruits of an unjuft land. 

20 Inftead whereof thou feddeft thineown people with angels’ food, 


and didft ferid them from heaven bread prepared without their la- 
bour, 


A 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XV. XVI. XVII. 

XV. 5 Enticeth fools ta luft after it, &c.) Turneth a zeproach to the 
foolifh. 


XVI, 6 Upson the, &c.}] Upon thy people, 
nu [pan thefe 4 peop xVI. 
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Bane ubIG es Con tEnECTELy cuales Ualiche and a OMEE HEIR) NE.” DA | ae Bacter chat they nor hute hen amuser ashen aMey aan ben able to content every man’sdelight, and agrecing toevery tafte. 

21 For thy fuftenance declared thy fweetnefs unto thy children, 
oe ferving to the appetite of the eater, tempered itfelf to every man’s 

’ likin 

_22 But fnow and ice endured the fire, and melted not, that they 

ight know the fire burning in the hail, and fparkling in the rain, did 

eftroy the fruits of the enemies. 

ge But this again did even forget his own ftrength, that the righte- 
ous might be nourifhed. 

24 For the creature that ferveth thee, who art the Maker, increafeth 
- his ftrength again{t the unrighteous for their punifhment, and abatcth 
his pene for the benefit of fuchas put their truft in thee. 

25 Therefore even then it was altered into all fafhions, and was 
obedient to thy grace, that nourifheth all things, according to the de- 
fire of them that had need : 

26 That thy children, O Lord, whom thou loveft, might know, 
that itis not the growing of fruits that nourifheth man: but that itis 
thy word, which preferveth them that put their truft in thee. : 

27 For that which was not deftroyed of the fire, being warmed 
with a little funbeam, foon melted away : 

28 That it might be known, that we muft prevent the fun to give | 
thee thanks, and at the dayfpring pray unto thee. 

29 For the hope of the unthankful {hall melt away as the winter’s 
hoar froft, and ‘thall run aed as unprofitable water. 

CHAP. XVII. 
Fre great are thy judgments, and cannot be expreffed ; 
unnurtured fouls have erred. 

2 Fot when unrighteous men thought to opprefs the holy nation; 
they being fhut up in their honfes, the prifoners of darknefs, and fet- 
tered with the bonds of a long night lay [there] exiled from the eternal 
providence. 

3, For while they fuppofed to lie hid in their fecret fins, they were 
{cattered under a dark veil of forgetfulnefs, being horribly aftonifhed 
and troubled with [{trange] apparitions. 

4 For neither might the corner‘that held them keep them from 
fear: but noifes [as of waters} falling down founded about them, 
and fad vifions appeared unto them with heavy countenances. 

§ No power of the fire might give them light: ncither could the 
bright flames of the {tars endure to lighten that horrible night. 

Only there appeared unto them a fire kindled of itfelf, very dread- 
ful : for being much terrified, they thought the things which they faw 
to be worfe than the fight they faw not. 

7 As forthe iliune of art‘magick, they were put down, and their 
vaunting in wifdom was reproved with difgrace. 

8 For they, that promifedto drive away terrors and troubles from 
a fick" foul, were ‘fick themfelves of fear, worthy to be laughed at. 

9 For though no terrible thing did fear them’; yet being {cared with 
beafts that palled by, and hiffing of ferpents, 

10 They died for fear, denying that they faw the air, which could 
of no fide be avoided. 

21 For wickednefs, condemned by her own witnefs, is very timo- 

es and being preffed with confcience, always forccalteth grievous 
things. 

if For fear is nothing elfe but a betraying of the fuccours which 

. reafon offereth. 

13 And the expedtation from within, being Iofs, counteth the igno- 
rance more than the caufe which bringeth the torment. 

14 But they fleeping the fame fleep that night, which was indeed 
intolerable, and which came upon them out of the bottoms of inevita- 
ble hell, 

15 Were partly vexed with monftrous apparitions, and partly 
fainted ; their hearts failed them: for a fudden fear, and not looked 
for, came upon them. 

46 Sothen whofoever there fell down was ftraitly kept, fhut up in 
a prifon without iron bars. 

17 For whether he were hufbandman, or fhepherd, or a labourer in 
the field, he was overtaken, and endured that neceflity, which could 
not be avoided: for they were all bound with one chain of darknefs. 

18 Whether it were a whiftling wind, or a -melodious noife of 
birds among the fpreading branches, or a pleafing fall of water run- 
ning violently, 

Or a terrible found of {tones caft down, or a running that could 
sibt be feen of fkipping beatts, or a roaring voice of moft favage wild 
beafts, or a rebounding echo from the hollow mountains; thefe things 
made, them to fwoon for fear. 

20 For the whole world fhined with clear light, and none were hin- 
dered in their labour: ~ 

21 Over them only was fpread an heavy night, an image of that 
darknefs which fhould afterward receive them: but yet were they unto 
themfelves more grievous than the darknefs. 

HAP. XVIII. 
IN thy faints had a very great light, whofe 
voice they hearing, and not feeing their fhape, becaufe they alfo 
had not fuffered the fame things, they counted them happy. 


therefore 





XVIL. 1 Unaurtured eal &c.j Souls that will not be reformed. 

. Generar Reriections on Chap. XV. XVI. XVII. 
God being pigafed to give feveral remarkable inbences of his kind regard for 
_his.people, fhould excite us ftill to confide in his goodnels, and paticntly 


wait forhis mercy. 
z 


WISDOM of SOLOMON. 


Apocr I a aa ae eee 


2 But for that they did not hurt them 2ow, of whom they had been 
wronged before, they thanked them, and befought them pardon fog 
_that they had Been enemies. 

3 Inftead whereof thou gaveft them a burning pillar of fire, both to 
bea guide of the unknown journcy, and an harmlefs fun to entertain 
them honourably. 

4 Forthey were worthy to be deprived of light, and imprifoned in 
darknefs, who had kept thy fons {hut up, by whom the uncorrupt 
hight of the law was to be given unto the world. 

§ And when they had deter:nined to flay the babes of the faints, 
ohe 2 child being caft forth, and faved, to reprove them, thou tookeft 
| away the multitude of their eluideenis and deftroyed{t them altogether 
in a mighty water. 

6 Of that night were our fathers certified afore, that affuredly 
knowing unto what oaths they had given credence, they might after~ 
wards be of good cheer. 

7 So of thy people was excepted both the falvation of: the righteous, 
and deftruétion cf the enemies. 

8 For wherewith thou didft punith our adverfaries, by the fame thou 
didft slorify us, whom thou had{t called. 

9 For the righteous children of good men did facrifice fecretly, and 
with one confent made a poly, law, “that the faints fhould be like par- 
takers of the fame gocd and evil, the fathers now flinging out the fongs 
of praife. 

10 But on the other fidethere founded an ill according cry of the 
enemies, and a lamentable noife was carried abroad for children that 
were bewailed. 

11 The mafter and the fervant were punifhed after one manner ; 
and likeas the king, fo fuffered the common perfon. 

12 So they altogether had innumerable dead with one kind of death: 
neither were the livi ing fufficient to bury them: for in one moment the 
nobleft offspring of them was deftroyed. 

13 For whereas they would not believe any thing by reafon of the 
enchantments; upon the deltru€tion of the firfiborn, they acknow- 
ledged this people to be the fons of God. 

14 For while all things were in quict filence, and that night was in 
the midft of her fwift courfe, 

15 Thine Almighty word leaped down from heaven out of thy 
royal throne, as a fierce man of war into the midft of a land of de= 
ftruction. 

16 And brought thine unfeigned commandment as a fharp f{word, 
and ftanding up filled all things with death; and it touched the hea- 
ven, but it flood 1 upon the earth. 

17 Then fuddenly vifions of horrible dreams troubled them iore, 
and terrors came upon them unlooked for. 

18 And one thrown here, and another there, half dead, fhewed the 
caufe of his death. 

19 For the dreams that troubled them did forefhew this, left they 
- fhould perifh, and not know why they were afflicted. 

20 Yea, the tafting of death touched the righteous alfo, and there 
was a deftruétion of the multitude in the wildernefs: but the wrath 
endured not long. 

21 For then the blamelefs man made hafte, and ftood forth to de- 
fend them; and bringing the fhield of his proper miniltry, even prayer, 
and the propitiation of incenfe, fet himfelf againft the wrath, and fo 
brought the calamity to an end, declaring that he was thy fervant. 

22 So he overcame the deftroyer, not with ftrength of body, nor 
force of arms, but with a word fubdued he him that punifhed, alledg- 
ing the oaths ‘and covenants made with the fathers. 

23 For when the dead were now fallen down by heaps one upon 
another, {tanding between, he ftayed the wrath, and parted the way to 
the living. 

24 For in the long garment was the whole world, and in the four 
rows of the ftones was the glory of the fathers graven, and thy Ma- 
jefty upon the diadem of his head. 

25 Under thefe the deftroyer gave place, and was afraid of them: 
for it was enough that they only tafted of the wrath. 

Cc AP. XIX. 
AS for the ungodly, a came upon them withont mercy unto 
the end: for he knew before what they would do ; 

2 How that having given them leave to depart, and fent them haf- 
tily away, they would repent and purfue them. 

For whilft they were yet mourning and making lamentation at 
the graves of the dead, they added another foolifh device, and purfued 
them as fugitives, whom they had intreated to be gone. 

4 For the deftiny, wheyeof they were worthy, drew them unto this 
end, and made them forget the things that had already happened, 
that they might fulfil the punifhment which was wanting to their tor- 
ments: 

5 And that thy people might pafs a wonderful way: but they might 
find a ftrange death. 

6 For the whole creature in his proper kind was fafhioned again 
anew, ferving the peculiar commandments that were given unto them, 
that thy children might be kept without huit: 


TT aan ene 


“COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XVII. XIX. 

XVIU. 9 4 bly law, &e.] Acovenant of God; a league. 

XIX. 1 As for the ungodly, wrath came, &c. ] Though the Egyptians 
had been punifhed in fo exemplary a manner by a dreadful variety of God’s 
judgments upon them, they madly purfued the fugitive Ifraclities. a ae 

ENE 





Apocrypha. 


As namely,a cloud fhadowing the camp; and where water flood 
before, dry land appeared; and out of the Red feaa way without im- 
pediment ; and out of the violent ftream a green field: 

8 Wherethrough all the people went that were defended with thy 
hand, feeing thy marvellous {trange wonders. 

9 For they went at large like horfes, and leaped jike lambs, praif- 
ing thee, O Lord, who hadft delivered them. 

10 For they were yet mindful of the things. that were done while 
they fojourned in the ftrange land; how the ground brought forth 
flies infiead of cattle, and how the river caft up a multitude of frogs 
inftead of fifhes. - 

1r But afterwards they faw a new generation of fowls, when, be- 
ing led with their appetite, they afked delicate meats. 

12 For quails came up unto them from the fea for their content- 
ment. 

.13 And punifhments came upon the finners not without former 
figns by the force of thunders: for they fuffered juftly according to 
their own wickednefs, infomuch as they ufed a more hard and hateful 
behaviour toward ftrangers. ‘ 

14. For the Sodomites did not receive thofe, whom they knew not 
when they came: but thefe brought friends into bondage, that had 
well deferved of them. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. XVIII. XIX. 
We have here another manifeftation of God’s difpleafure at the implacable 


CHA 


a 


Afocrypha: 


15 Ang not only fo, but peradventure fome refpeét fhall be’ had of 
thofe, becaufe they ufed ftrangers not friendly : : , 

16 But thefe very grievowdlv afflitted them, whom. they had re- 
ceived with feaftings, and were already made partakers of the fame 


| laws with them. 


17 Thereforeeven with blindnefs were thefe ftricken,as thofe men were 


} atthe doors of the righteous man: when, being compaffed about with 


horrible gteat darknefs, every one fought the paflage of his own doors. 

18 For the elements were changed in themfelves by a kind of har- 
monty, like as in a pfaltery notes change the name of the tune, and yet 
are always founds; which may well be perceived by the fight of the 
things that have been done. . 

19 For earthly things were turned into watery, and the things, that 
before fwam in the water, now went upon the ground. 

20 The fire had powcr in the water, forgetting hisown virtue : and 
the water forgat his own quenching nature. 

2 On the other fide, the flames wafted not the flefh of the corrup+ 
tible living things, though they walked therein; neither melted they 
the icy kind of heavenly meat, that was of nature apt to melt. 

22 For in all things, O Lord, thou didft magnify thy people, and 
glorify them, neither didft thou lightly regard them : but didft affift 
them in every time and place. ; 


Sar en EARS AR rh A A ASR RTE NN SE RE er 
hatred of the heathen againft his people, and his fuperlative kindnefs to 
his children, in opening a paffage through the depths of the fea. : 


The Wifdom of JESUS the Son of SIRACH, or ECCLESIASTICUS. 
rn A 





4 Prologue made by an uncertain Author. 


rs Jefus was the fon of Sirach, and grandchild to Jefus of 
the fame name with him: this man therefore lived in the latter 
times, after the people had been led away captive, and caHed 
home again, and almoft after all the prophets. Now his grand- 
father Jefus, as he himfelf witneffeth, was a man of great diligence 
and wifdom among the Hebrews, who did not only gather the grave 
and fhort fentences of wife men, that had been before him, but 
himlelf alfo uttered fome of his own, full of tisch underftanding and 
wifdom. When as therefore the firft Jefus died, leaving this book al- 
moft perfected, Sirach his fon receiving it after him left it to his own 
fon Jefus, who, having gotten it into his hands, compiled it all orderly 
into one volume, and called it Wifdom, intituling it both by his own 
name, his father’s name, and his grandfather’s; alluring the hearer 
by the very name af Wifdom to havea greater love to the ftudy of this 
book. It containeth therefore wife fayings, dark fentences, and para- 
bles, and certain particular antient godly {tories of men that pleafed 
God; alfo his prayer and fong; moreover, what benefits God had 
vouchfated his people, and what plagues he had heaped upon their 
enemies. This Jefus did imitate Solomon, and was no Iefs famous 
for wifdom and learning, both being indeed a man of great learning, 
and fo reputed alfo. 


The prologue of the Wifdom of Jelus the Son of Sirach. 


"VV BEBE many and great things have been delivered unto 
us by the law and the prophets, and by others that have fol- 
lawed their fteps, for the which things Ifrael ought to be commended 
for learning and wifdom ; and whereof not only the readers mutt needs 
become fkilful themfelves, but alfo they that defire to learn be able to 
profit them which are without, both by fpeaking and writing: my 
grandfather Jcfus, when he had much given himfelf to the reading of 
the law and the prophets, and other books of our fathers, and had 
pon therein good judgment, was drawn on alfo himfelf to write 
omething pertaining to leasning and wifdom: to the intent that thofe 
which are defirous to learn, and are addiéted to thefe things, might 
profit much morein living according to the aw. Wherefore let me 
Intreat you to read it with favour and attention, -and to pardon us, 
wherein we may feem to come fhost of fome words, which we have 
laboured to interpret. For the fame things uttered in Hebrew, and 
tranflated into another tongue, have not the fame force in them; and 
not only thefe things, but the law itfelf, and the prophets, and the reft 
of the books, have no fmall difference, when they are fpoken in their 
own language. For in the cight and thirtieth year coming into 
Egypt, when Euergetes was king, and continuing there fome time, I 
found a book of no fmal! learning: therefore F thought it moft ne- 
ceflary for me to beftow forme diligence and travail to interpret it ; 
ufing great watchfulnefs and {kill in that fpace to bring the book to 
an end, and fet it forth for them alfo, which in a ftrange country are 
willing to learn, being prepared before in manners to live after the law. 
CHAP. I. 
LL wifdom cometh from the Lord, and is with him for ever. 

2 Who can number the fand of the fea, and the drops of 

rain, and the days of eternity ? 





| COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. f. II. II. 
I. sat 5 She bath built ax everlafting foundation with men, &c.] The fenfe 
o. 7%. 


Who can find out the height of heaven, and the breadth of the 
earth, and the deep, and wifdom? . ot 
4 Wifdom hath been created before all things, and the underftand- 
ing of prudence from everlafting. : ee 

5 The word of God moft high is the fountain of wifdom ; and her 
ways are everlafting commandments. . . 7 

6 "Yo whom hath the toot of wifdom been revealed ? or who hath 
known her wife counfels? os / 

[Unto whom hath the knowledge of wifdom been made mani- 
feft? and who hath underftood her great experience: | 

8 There is one wife and greatly to be feared, the Lord fitting upon 
his throne. . ‘ 

9 He created her, and faw her, and numbered her, and poured her 
out upon all his works. 

1o She is with all flefh according to his gift, and he hath given her 
to them that love him. ; 

rx The fear of the Lord is honour, and glory, and gladnefs, and a 
crown of rejoicing. 

32 The lear of the Lord maketh a merry heart, and giveth joy, and - 
gladnefs, and a long life. ‘ 

13, Whofo feareth the Lord, it fhall go well with him at the laft, 
and he fhall find favour in the day of his death. : 

14 To fear the Lord is the beginning of wifdom: and it was 
created with the faithful in the womb. 

15 She hath built an everlafting foundation with men, and fhe fhall 
continue with theis feed. ; . . 

16 To fear the Lord is fulnefs of wifdom, and filleth men with her 
fruits. 

17 She filleth all their houfe with things defireable, and the garners 
with her increafe. 

18 The fear of the Lord is a crown of wifdom, making peace and 
perfect health to flourifh ; both which are the gifts of God and it 
enlargeth their rejoicing that Jove him. : . : 

19 Wifdom raineth down fkill and knowledge of underftanding, 
and exalteth them to honour that hold her faft. : 

20 The root of wifdom is to fear the Lord, and the branches 
thereof are long life. 

ax The fear of the Lord driveth away fins: and where it is pre- 
fent, it turneth away wrath. . 

22 A furious man cannot be juftified ; for the {way of his fury 
fhall be his deftruétion. ; 

23 A patient man will bear foratime, and afterward joy fhall 
fpring up unto him. : 

24. He will hide his words for a time, and the lips of many fhall 
declare his wifdom. . 

25 The parables of knowledge are in the treafures of wifdom: but 
godlinefs is an abominatian to a finner. 

26 If thou defire wifdom, keep the commandments, and the Lord 
fhall give her unto thee. ; . . . 

27 For the fear of the Lord is wifdom and inftru@ion: and faith - 
and meeknefs are his delight. 

28 Diftruft notthe fear of the Lord when thou art poor: and come 
not unto him with a double heart. ‘ 

29: Be 
ee 
is, that among all the living beings which are vifible, and we kiow of, the 
human nature bath powers moft capable of wifdom, and has the largeft por- 
tionof it, # 


Apocrypha. 
2g Benot an hypocrite in the fight of men, and take good heed 
what thou fpeakeit. 


30 Exale not thyfelf, lett thou fall, and bring difhongur upon thy 
foul, and fo, God difcover thy fecrets, and caft thee down in the mid{ft 


of the. congregation, becaufe thou cameft not in truth to the fear of 


the Lord, but thy heart is full df deceit. 
: CHAP. Ii. 
Y fon; if thou come to ferve the Lord, prepare thy foul for 
temptation: — 
2 Set thy heart aright, and conftantly.endure, and make not hafte 
in time of trouble. 
Cleave unto him, and depart not away, that thou mayeft be in- 
creafed at thy laft end. < 
4 Whatfoever is brought upon thee take cheerfully, and be patient 
when thou art changed to a low eftate. 
5 For gold is tried in the fire, and acceptable men in the furnace of 
acver ity. 
6 Believe in him, and he will help thee; order thy way aright, and 
truft in him. 
97 Ye that fear the Lord, wait for his mercy; atd go not afide, 
left ye fall. ; 


8 Ye that fear the Lord, believe him; and your reward fhall not fail. § 
g Yethat fear the Lord, hope for good, and for everlafting joy 


and mercy. 

to Look at the generations of old, and fee; did ever any truft in 
the Lord, and was confounded? or did any abide in his fear, and was 
forfaken? or whom did he ever defpife, that called upon him? 

tr For the Lord is full of compaffion and mercy, longfuffering, 
and very pitiful, and forgiveth fins, and faveth in time of affli€tion. 

12 Wee be to fearful hearts, and faint hands, and the finner that 
goeth two ways! 

13, Woe unto him that is fainthearted! for he believeth not; there- 
fore fhall he not be defended. : 

-14 Woe unto you that have loft patience! and what will ye do 

when the Lord fhall vifit you? 

15 They that fear the Lord will not difobcy his word; and_they 
that love him will keep his ways. : 


16 They that fear the Lord will feek that which is well pleafing if 


unto him; and they that love him fhall be filled with the law. 
a They that fear the Lord will prepare their hearts, and humble 
their fouls in his fight, 

18 Saying, We will fall into the hands of the Lord, and not into 
the hands of men: for as his majefty is, fois his mercy. 

= HAP. : 
Hee me your father, O children, and do thereafter, that yc 
: may be fafe. ; 

2 For the Lord hath given the father honour over the children, and 
hath confirmed the authority of the mother over the fons. 

3 Whofo honoureth his father maketh an atonement for his fins: 


4 And he that honoureth his mother is as onc that layeth up treafure. 
HR entereth, the Lord will blefs. 


5 Whofo honoureth his father fall have joy of is own children; 
and when he maketh his prayer, he fhall be heard. 

6 He that honoureth his father fhall have a long life; and he that 
is obedient unto the Lord fhall be a comfort to his mother. 

9 He that feareth the Lord will honour his father, and will do fer- 
vice unto his parents, as to his matters. . 

8 Honour thy father and mother both in word and deed, that a 
‘bleffing may come upon thee from them. 

9 For the bleffing of the father eftablifheth the houfes of children ; 
but the curfe of the mother rooteth out foundations. 

10 Glory not in the difhonour of thy father ; for thy father’s difho- 
nour is no glory unto thee. . 

xx For the glory of a man.is from the honour of his father; anda 
mother in difhonour is a reproach to the children. 

12 My fon, help thy father in his age, and grieve him not as long 
as he liveth. 

13 Andif his underftanding fail, have patience with him ; and de- 
fpife him not when,thou art in thy full ttrength. 

14 For the relieving of thy father fhall not be forgotten: and in- 
ftead of fins it fhall be added to build thee up. 

1§ Inthe day of thine affliGtiion it fhall be remembered; thy fins 
alfo fhall melt away, as the ice inthe fair warm weather. , 

16 He that forfaketh his father is asa blafphemer: and he that 
angereth his mother is curfed of God. ‘ 

17 My fon, go on with thy bufinefs in meeknefs; fo fhalt thou 
be beloved of him that is approved. 

18 The greater thou art, the more humble thyfelf, and thou fhalt 
find favour before the Lord. 

1q Many are in high place, and of renown: but myfteries are re- 
vealed unto the meck. 

20 For the power of the Lord ts great, and he is honoured of 


the lowly. 





Il. 7 Go not afide, left ye fall.| Wave not recourfe to any unlawful means 
for fuccour, which men of little faith and great impatience are apt to fly to. 
TH. 25 Profe/t not the knowledge therefore that thin haft not.) Being by 
nature rgnorant of divine things, it is abfurd to pretend to know more of them 
than’ God has pleafed to reveal. : 
: Genera, Reerections on Chap. I. TH, il. 
God, who is a certain recompenfer of allacts ef beneficence or tendernefs done 
3 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


Bin his fanétuary, or at his altar. 


Apocrypha. 


at Seck not out the things that are too hard for thee, neither fearch 
the things that are above thy ftrength. 

22 But what is commanded thee, think thereupon with veverence : 
for.it is not needful for thee to fer with thine eyes the things that.are in 
feeret. 

23 Be not curious in unneceffary matters: for more things are. 
fhewed unto thee than men underftand. 7 : 

24. For many are deceived by their own vain opmion; and an cil 
fufpicion hath overthrown their judgment. 

25 Without eyes thou fhalt want light: profefs not the knowledge 
therefore that thou haft not. = 

26 A ftubborn heart fhall fare evil at the laft; and he that loveth 


| danger fhall perifh therein. 


27 An obftinate heart fhall be laden with forrows; and the wicked 
man fhall heap fin upon fin. 

28 Inthe punifhment of the proud there is no remedy ; for the plant 
of wickednefs hath taken root in him. ; 

29 The heart of the prudent will underftand a parable; and an ate. 


J tentive ear is the defire of a wife man. 


30 Water will quench a flaming fire; and alms maketh an atone- 
ment for fins. : 
.3! And he that requiteth good turns is mindful of that which may 


} come heyeatier; and when he falleth, he fhall find a ftay. 


CHAP. IV. 
N Y fon, defraud not the poor of his living, and make not the 
needy eyes to wait long. 
2 Make not an hungry foul forrowful; neither provoke a manin 
his diftrels, 
3 Add not more trouble to an. heart that is vexed; anddefer not to 


BB give him that is in need. 


4. Reje& not the fupplication of the afflifted; neither turn. away 


BA thy face from a poor man. . 


5 (urn not away thine eye from the needy, and give him none 


B occaiion to curfe thee: 


6 For if he curfe thee in the bitternefs of his foul; his prayer fhall 


fy be heard of him that made him. 


7 Get thyfelf the love of the congregation, and bow thy head to 

a great man. 
: 8 Let it not grieve thee to bow down thine ear to the poor, and 

give hima friendty anfwer with meeknefs, 

g Deliver him that fuffereth wrong from the hand of the oppreffor; 
and be not fainthearted when thou fitteft in judgment. 

to Be asa father unto the fatherlefs, and initead of an hufband 
unto their mother: fo fhalt thou be as the Son of the moft High, and 
he fhall love thee more. than thy mother doth. - 

rz Wifdom exalteth her children, and layeth hold of them that 
feek her. 

12 Hethat loveth her loveth life; and they that feek to her early 


| fhall be filled with joy. 


13 He that holdeth her faft fhall inherit glory ; and wherefvever fhe 


14 They that ferve her fhall minifler to the Holy One: and them 
that love her the Lord doth love. 

15 Whofo giveth ear unto her fhall judge the nations : and he that 
attendeth unto her fhall dwell fecurcly. 

16 If aman commit himfelf unto her, he fhall inherit her; and his 


f generation fhall hold her in poffeffion. 


17 For at the firft fhe will walk with him by crooked ways, and 
bring fear and dread upon him, and torment him with her difcipline, 
until fhe may truft his foul, and try him by her laws. 

* 18 Then will fhe return the ftrait way unto him, and comfort him, 


BE and fhew him her fecrets. 


rg But if he go wrong, fhe will forfake him, and give him over 
to his own ruin. . 

20 Obferve the opportunity, and beware of evil; and be not 
afhamed when it concerneth thy foul. 

at For there is a fhame that bringeth fin; and there is a fhame 
which is glory and grace. : 

22 Accept no perfon againft thy foul, and let not the reverence 
of any man caufe thee to fall. 

23 And refrain not to fpeak, when there is occafion to do good, 
and hide nat thy wifdom in her beauty. 

24 For by fpeech wifdom hall be known: and learning by the 
word of the tongue. 
- 25 In no wife fpeak againft the truth; but be abafhed of the error 
Of thine ignorance. 
- 26 Be notafhamed to confefs thy fins; and force not the courfe 
of the river. 

27 Make not thyfelf an underling to a foolifh man: neither ac- 
eept the perfon of the mighty. ; 

28 Strive'for the truth unto death, and the Lord fhall fight for ee 

, 29 Be 

a TT, 

to thofe in diftrefs, keeps an account of every labour of love, to reward 

them according to the riches of his grace. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES ow CHAP.IV.V. VI. 


IV. 14 They that ferve her feall minifler, &c.) They that are endued 
with true wifdom, and are obedient to her dictates, are fit to minifter to God 


WV. 14 An 


Apocrypha. 


29 Be nat hafty in thy tongue, and in thy deeds flack and remifs. 
3@ Be nat as lion in thy houfe, nor frantick among'thy fervants. 
31 Let not thine hand be flretched out to receive, and fhut when 


thou fhouldft repay. z 
CHAP. V. 


Se not thy heart upon thy goods: and fay not, I have enough 
for my life. * ; 
z Follow not thine own mind and thy firength, to walk in the 
ways of thy heart: 
“3 And fay not, Who fhall controul me for my works ? for the 
‘Lord will furely revenge thy pride. 
4 Say not, Ihave finned, and what harm hath happened unto me ? 
for the Lord is longfuffering, he will in no wife let thee go. 
5 Concerning propitiation, be not without fearto add fin unto fin: 
6 And fay not, His mercy is great; he will be pacified for the mul- 
titude of my fins: for mercy and wrath come from him, and his in- 
dignation reffeth upon finners. 
Make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, and put not off from day 
‘to day ; for fuddenly fhall the wrath of the Lord come forth, and in 
thy fecurity thou fhalt be deftroyed,and perith in the day of vengeance. 
8 Set not thine heart upon goods unjuftly gotten; for they fhall 
not profit thee in the day of calamity. 
Wiunow not with every wind, ‘and go not.into every way: for 
fo doth the finner that hath a double tongue. 
10 Be ftedfaft in thy underftanding ; and let thy word be the fame. 
11 Be fwift to hear; and let thy life be fincere; and with patience 
give anfwer. 
12 If thou hafl underftanding, anfwer thy neighbour; if not, lay 
.thy hand upon thy mouth. : 3 
13 Honour and fhame is in talk: and the tongue of man is his fall. 
14 Be not called a whifperer, and lie not in wait with thy tongue : 
fora foul fhame is upon the thicf, and an evil condemnation upon the 
double tongue. 
15 Be not ignorant of any thing ina great matter or a {mall. 
CHAP. VI. : 
NSTEAD of a friend become not an enemy; for [thereby] thou 
fhalt inherit an ill name, fhame, and reproach: even fo fhall a 
finner that hath a double tongue. 
2 Extol! not thyfelf in the counfel of thine own heart; that thy 
foul be not torn in pieces as a bull [flraying alone. ] 
Thou fhalt eat up thy leaves, and, lefe thy fruit, and leave thy- 
felf as a dry tree. 
4 A wicked foul fhall deftroy him that hath it, and fhall make 
him to be laughed to {corn of his enemies. 
5 Sweet language will multiply friends: and a fairfpeaking tongue 
will increafe kind greetings. 
6 Bein peace with many : neverthelefs have but one counfellor of 
athoufand. ~ . 

4 If thou wouldeft geta friend, prove him firft, and be not hafty to 
credit him. : 

8 For fome man is a friend for his own occafion, and will not 
abide in the day of thy trouble. 

g And there is a friend, who being turned to enmity and ftrife 
will difcover thy reproach. ‘ 

to Again, fome friend is a companion at the table, and will not 
continue in the day of thy affliction. 

at But in thy profperity’he will be as thyfelf, and will be bold 
over thy fervants. ; 

rz If thou be brought low, he will be againfi thee, and will hide 
himfelf from thy face. . 

13 Separate thyfelf from thine enemies, and take heed of thy friends. 

14 A faithful friend is a flrong defence: and: he that hath found 
fuch an one hath founda treafure. ; 

15 Nothing doth countervail a faithful friend, and his excellency 
is invaluable. - 

16 A faithful friend is the medicine of life; and they that fear 
the Lord fhall find him. 

17 Whofo feareth the Lord fhall dire&t his friendfhip aright: for 
as he is, fo thall his neighbour be alfo. 

18 My fon, gather inflru€tion from thy youth up = fo fhalt thou 
find wifdom till thine old age. 

19 Come unto her as one that ploweth and foweth, and wait for 
her good fruits: for thou fhalt not toil much in labouring about her, 
but thou thait eat of her fruits right foon. ; 

20 She is very unpleafant to the unlearned : he that is without un- 
derManding will not remain with her. . : 

ar She will lie upon him as a mighty ftone of trial ; and he will 
caft her from him ere it be long. . 

22 For wifdom is according to her name, and fhe is not manifeft 


unto many. ; ; 
23 Give ear, my fon, receive my advice, and refufe not my counfel, 


peg A ICO OATES TS FC TE TE 
Ve 14 An evil condemnation, &e.] The whifperer and detraétor does as 
reat, if not greater injury to his neighbour, without any advantage to him- 
wr I. 21 She ail lic upin bim as a mighty flue of trial, &c,] It was eufto- 
mary. in Judea, (fee Zech. xji. 3.) to have » great flone in moft of the towns 
and villages, for the young men to make a frial of their ftrength with, by 
lifting it ap as high as they could. . 


- * 


-CHAP. V.. VL. VIL. 


‘Apocrypha. 


24 And put thy fect into her fetters, and thy neck into her chain, 

25 Bow down thy thoulder, and bear her, and be not grieved with, 
her bonds. 

26 Come unto her with thy whole heart, and keep her ways with 
all thy power. : , 

27 Search, and feek, and fhe fhall be made known unto thee: and 
when thou haft got hold of her, let her not go. 

28 For at the laft thou fhalt find her reft, and that fhall be tugned 
to thy joy.” 

29 Then thal her fetters be 2 flrong defence for thee, ahd her 
chains a robe of glory. : 

30 For there. is a golden ornament upon her, and her bands are 
purple lace. . 

gi Thou fhalt put her on as a robe of honour, and fhalt put her 
about thee as a crown of joy. “Ss : 

32 My fon, if thou wilt, thou thalt be taught: and if thou wilt 


apply thy mind, thou fhalt be prudent. 


33 If thou love to hear, thou fhalt receive underftanding : and if 
thou bow thine ear, thou fhall be wife. . 

34 Stand in the multitude of the elders ; and cleave unto him that 
is wife. : 

35 Be willing to hear every godly difcourfe ; and ct not the para~ 
bles of underftanding efcape thee. - 

36 Andifthou feelt a man of underftanding, get thee betimes unto 
him, and let thy foot wear the fteps of his door. 

37 Let thy mind be upon the ordinances of the Lord, and meditate’ 
continually in his commandments : he fhall eftablifh thine heart, and 
give thee wifdom at thine own defire. - 

CHAP. VII. 
O no evil, fo fhall no harm come unto thee. 
2 Depart from the unjuft, and iniquity {hall turn away from 
thee. 

3 My fon, fow not upon the furrows of unrightcoufnefs, and thou , 
fhall not reap them fevenfold. 

4 Seek not of the Lord preeminence, neither of the king the 
feat of honour. 

5 Juftify not thyfelf before the Lord ; and boaft not of thy wifdom 
before the king... : 

‘6 Scek not to be judge, being notable to take away iniquity ; left 
at any time thou fear the perfon of the mighty, and lay a { umbling= 
block in the way of thy uprightnefs. 


7 Offend not again{t the multitude of a city, and then thou fhalt” 


not caft thyfelf down among the people. . 
8 Bind not one fin upon another; for in one thou fhalt not be- 
unpunifhed. 
_g Say not, God will look upon the multitude of my oblations, 
and when I offer to the moft high God, he will accept it. : 


10 Be not fainthearted when, thou makeft thy prayer, and neg- _ 


le& not to give alms. 
11 Laugh no man to fcorn in the bitternefs of his‘foul: for there 


_is one which humbleth and exalteth, 


‘ ag Devife not a lie againft thy brother; neither do the like to thy 
tiend. Pi en 

(3 Ufe not to make any manner of lic: for the cuftom thereof is’ 
not good, 

‘14 Ufe not many words in a multitude of elders, and make not 


| much babbling when thou prayeft. 


- 15 Hate not laborious work, neither hufbandry, which the Moft ~ 
High hath ordained. . : 
16 Number not thyfelf among the multitude of finners, but re- 
member that wrath will not tarry long. : ; 
17 Humble thy foul greatly + for the vengeance of the ungodly: is 
fire and worms, : : 
18 Change not a friend for any good by no means; neither a 
faithfal brother for the gold of Ophir. . 
19 Forego nota wife and good woman: for her grace is above gold. 
20 Whereas thy fervant worketh truly, entreat him. not eviJ, nor 
the hireling that beftoweth himiclf wholly for thee. . 
--a1 Let thy foul love a good fervant, and defraud him not of liberty. 
22 Haft thou cattle? havean eye tothem: and if they be for thy 
profit, keep them with thee. : 
23 Haft thou children? inftruét them: and bow down their neck 
from their youth. 

‘24 Haft thou daughters ? havea care of their body, and fhew not 
thyfelf cheerful toward them. : 
“as Marry thy daughter, and fo fhalt thou have performed a weighty 

matter: but give her toa man of underftanding. i ; 
- 26 Haft thouwa wife after thy mind? forlake her nat: but give. not 
thyfelf over to alight woman. ae y 
27 Honour thy father with thy whole heart, and forget not the 
forrows of thy mother. 


28 Remember 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. iV. V. VI. , 

We are here taught, that itis a moft horrid fin to mock at the fufferings of 

” our fellowecreatures, but that mercy is wellspleafing to God, eS 

COMMENTARY axnp NOTES on CHAP. VII, Vill, IX. 

VI. 19 Humble thy foul greatly, &c.} The Syriac and Arabic copies rene 

der it, Humble chy felt greatly, for the end of ali mep is worms angcorrup. 
tion; and this isa reafon for being humble. . : 

VIN, 11 Rie 


v 








‘28 Remember that thou waft begotten of them; and how canft 

thou recompenfe them the things tbat they have done for thee? 

2g Fear the Lord with all thy foul, and reverence his priefts. 

30 Love him that made thee with all thy firength, and forfake not 
his minifterg. , : . 

gt Fear the Lord, and honour the prieft: and give him his por- 
tion, as itis cemmanded thee; the firft-fruits, and the trefpafs offer- 
ing, and the pift of the-fhoulders, and the facrifice of fanétification, 
and the firft fruits of the holy things. 

32 And ftretch out thine handunto the poor, that thy bleffing may 
be perfe&ted. : 

33 A gift hatb prace in the fight of every man living; and for 
the dead detain it not. 

34 Fail not to be with them that weep, and mourn with them 
that mourn. 2 

35 Be now flow to vifit the fick: for that fhall make thee to be 
beloyed. : 

36 Whatfoever thou takeft in hand, remember the end, and thou 
fhalt never do amifs. 

: CHAP. VIL 


Sie not with a mighty man, left thou fall unto his hands. 

2 Be not at variance with arich man, left he overweigh thee: 
for gold hath deftroyed many, and perverted the hearts of kings. 

3, Strive not with a man that is ull of tongue, and heap not wood 
upon his fire. 

4. Jet not with a rude man, left thy anceftors be difgraced. 

5 Reproach nota man that turneth from fin, but remember thae 
we are all worthy of punifiment. 

6 Difhonour not aman in his old age: for even fume of us wax old. 

7 Rejoice not over thy greateft enemy being dead, but remember 
that we die all. 

8 Defpife not the difcourfe of the wife, but acquaint thyfelf with 
their proverbs: for of them thou fhalt learn infiruétion, and how 
to ferve great men with eafe. . 

9 Milfs not the difcourfe of the elders: for they alfo learned of 
their fathers, and of them thou fhalt learn underftanding, and to give 
anfwer as need requireth. : 

‘to Kindle not the coals of a finner, left thou. be burnt with the 
flame of his fire. 2 

ax Rife not up [in anger] at the prefence of an injurious perfon, 
left he lic in wait to entrap thee in thy words. 

1% Lendnot unto him that is mightier than thyfelf; for if thou 

ndeft him, count it but loft. : 

13 Be not furety above thy power: for if thou be furety, take 
care 'to' pay it. : . re . 

_ . ¥4 Go not to Jaw witha judge; for they will judge for him ac- 
cording to his honour. . . 
1s ‘Travel not by the way with a bold'fellow, left he become grie- 
vous unto thee: for he will do according tq his own will, and thou 
shalt perith with him through his folly. ; oh. 

16 Strive not with an angry man, and go not with him intoa fo- 
litary place: for blood is as nothing in his fight; and where there is 
no help, he will overthrow thee. 

17 Confult not with a fool: for he cannot kecp counfet. 

18 Do no fecret thing before a ftranger; for thou knoweft not 
what he will bring forth. ; . 

1g Open not thine heart to every man, left he requite thee witha 


fhrewd turn. 
CHAP. Ix. 


BE ‘not jealous over the wife of thy bofom, and teach her not an 


evil leffon again, thylelt. 
2, Give not thy foul unto a woman to fet her foot upon thy fubftance. 
3 Meet not with an harlot, left thou fall into- her {nares. : 

4 Ufe not much the company of a woman that is a finger, Ieft 
thou be takén with her attempts. . A 

5 Gaze not on a maid, that thou fall not by thofe things that are 
precious in her. 3 : 

..6 Give not.thy foul unto harlots, that thou lofe not thine inheri- 
tance. 

-7 Look not round about thee in the ftreets of the city, neither 
wander thou in folitary places thereof. 

8 Turn away thine eye from a beautiful woman, and look not 
upon another’s beauty ; for many have been deceived by the beauty 
of a woman; for herewith love is kindled as a fire. 

-g Sit notat all with another man’s wife, nor fit down with her in 
thine arms, and fpendnot thy money with her at the wine, left thine 
heart incline unto her, and fo threugh thy defire thou fall into de- 
Rruétion. an . 

zo Forfake not an old friend; for the new is not comparable to 
him: anew friend is as new wine; when it is old thou fhalt drink it 
with pleafure. 

“ ¥1 Envy not the glory of a finner: for thou knoweft not what 


fhall be his end. 


YI. 11 Rie not vp, &c.] The true meaning is, Rife not up to fpeak 
to a perverfe decneliome ae Jef, through fome artifice, he entrap thee in 


words. ‘ : : a 
mx 14 As near as tho canft, guefs at thy neighbour, &c.} The meaning 


fa, we wuit make all neceffary enquiry concerning people, and try them in 
all poffible inftancess 
4 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


. Oe we we wT ee mee 


on Apocrypha. 
7" 2 = * ee 
12 Delight not in the thing that the ungodly have pleafure ing 
but remember that they fhall not go unpunifhed unto their grave." 
13 Keep thee far from the man that hath power to kill;-To fhaie 


| thou not doubt the fear of death: and if thou come unto him, make 


no fault, left he take away thy life piefendy: remember that thou 
goefl inthe midft of inares, and that thou walkeft upon the battle- 
ments of the city. a 

14 As near as thou canft, guefs at thy neighbour, and confult with 
the wife. : 

15 Let thy talk be with the wife, and all thy communication i 
the Jaw of we moft High. pe ee 

16 And letjuft sreneat and drink with thee; and let thy glorying 
be in the fear of ihe Lord. : 

“17 For the hand of the artificer the work fhall be commended: 
and the wife rujer of the people for his fpeech. 

1€ A-man of an ill tongue is dangerous in his city; and he that 
is rafh in hts talk dhalt be hated. © 

Lec CHAP. X. 
A Wife judge will inftru& his people; and the government of 
a prudent man is well- ordered. 

2 As the judge of the people is himfelf, fo are his officers ; and 
what manner of man the ruler of the city is, fuch are all they that 
dwell therein. 

3 An_unwife king deftroyeth his people; but through the pru- 
dence of them which are in authority the city fhall be inhabited. 

‘The power of the earth is in the hand of the Lord, and in due 
time he will fet over it one that is profitable. : 

§ Inthe hand of God is the profperity of man: and upon the 
perfon of the feribe fhall he lay his honour. 

6 Bear not hatred to thy neighbour for every wrong; and do no-~ 
thing at all by injurious praétices. , 

7 Pride is hateful before God and man: and by both doth one 
commit iniquity. : 

8 Becaufe of unrighteous dealings, injuries, and riches got by de- 
ceit, the kingdom is tranflated from one peopie to another. 

9 Why is earth and afhes proud? There is not a more wicked 
thing than a covetous man: for fuch an one fettcth his own foul to 
fale; becaufe while he liveth he calteth away his bowels. 

10 The phyfician cutteth off along difeafe ; and he that is to day 
a king to morrow fhall die. 2 , 

11 For when a man is dead, he fhall inherit creeping things, 
beafts, and ‘worms. 

12 The beginning of pride is when one departeth from God, and 
his heart is turned away from his Maker. 

13 For pride isthe beginning of fin, and he that hath it fhall porr 
out abomination: and therefore the Lord brought upon them ftrange 
calamities, and overthrew them ‘utterly. . 

14. The Lord hath caft down the thrones of proud princes, and 
fet up the meek in their flead. : 

15 The Lord hath plucked up the roots of the proud nations, and. 
planted the lowly in their place. ‘ 

16 The Lord overthrew countries of the heathen, and deftroyed 
them to the foundations of the earth. ‘ 

17 He took fome of them away, and deftroyed them, and hath 
made their memorial to ceafe from the earth. : 

18 Pride was not made for men, nor furious anger for them that 
are born of awoman. , 

19 They that fear the Lord area fure feed, and they that love him 
an honourable plant: they that regard not the law are adifhonourable 
feed; they that tranfgrefs the commandments are a deceivable feed. 

20 Among brethren he that is chief is honourable; fo are they 
that fear the Lord in his eyes. ae 

a: The fear of the Lord goeth before the obtaining of authority: 
but roughnefs and pride is the lofing thereof. : 

22 Whether he be rich, noble, or poor, their glory is the fear of 
the Lord. : 

23 It isnot meet to defpife the poor man that hath underftanding ; 
neither is it convenient to magnify a finful man. 

24 Great men, and judges, and potentares, {hall be honoured; yet- 
is there none of them greater than he that feareth the Lord. ~ 

25 Unto the fervant that is wife fhall they that are free do fervice: 
and he that hath knowledge will not grude when he is reformed. 

26 Be not overwife in doing thy bufinefs; and boaft not thyfelf 
in the time of thy diftrefs. ; 

27 Better is he that laboureth, and ahoundcth in all things, than 
he that boafteth himfelf, and wanteth bread. , 

28 My fon, glorify thy foul in meeknefs, and give it honour ac- 
cording to the dignity thereof. . 

29 Who will juftify him that finneth againft his own foul? and 
who will honour him that difhonoureth his own life ? 

o The poor man is honoured for his fkill, and the rich man is 
honoured for his riches. * ed 


31 He 


Generar Revuiections on Chap. VII. Vl. IX. 
‘Thefe chapters inculcate a proper refpect to fuperiors ; not to-be over-halty 
' in divulging fecrets; and that modefty and decorum 15 becoming to ail. 
COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. X. XI, XII, 

X. g While be liveth, &c.|] The covetous man, for the fake of getting 
wealth, expofes his liberty, repofe, and even life jufelf ix 






yf ‘ 
Apocry pitas. . | 
VeeaMiie «2 ALT 2 a 
4 He that is honoured in poverty, how much more in riches ? ahd 
he that is dihonourable in riches, how much more in poverty ? 
CHAP. XI. 


ISDOM lifteth up the head of him that is of low degree, and 


mak-th him to tit among gieat men. 

2 Commend net a man for his beauty; neither abhor 4 man for 
his outward appearance. 

g The bee is little among fuch as fly ; but her fruit is the chief of 
fweet things. 

4 Boalt not of thy cloathing and raiment, and exalt not thyfelf in 
the day of honour: for the works of the Lord are wonderful, and his 
works among men are hidden. 

5 Many kings have fat down upon the ground ; and one that was 
never thought of hath worn the crown. 

* 6 Many mighty men have been greatly difgraced ; and the honour- 
able delivcredinto other men’s hands. 

Blame not before thou hatt examined the truth : underftand firit, 
and then rebuke. 
' 8 Anfwer not before thon haft heard the caufe: neither interrupt 
men inthe mid{t of their talk. ; . 

Strive not ina matter that concerneth thee not; and fit not in 
judgment with finners. 

10 My fon, medi: not with many matters: for if thou meddle 
much, thou fhalt uct be innocent; and if thon follow after, thou fhalt 
not obtain, neither thait theu efcape by Accing. 

at There is one that Jaboureth, and taketh pains, and maketh 
hafle, and is fo much the more behind. 

12 Again, there is another that is flow, and hath need of help, 
wanting ability, and full of poverty ; yer the eye of the Lord looked 
wpon hin fer good, and fer him up from his tow eitate, 

13. And lifted up lis head from mifery ; fo that many that faw it 
marvelled at him. ; 

ay Profperity and adverfity, life and death, poverty and riches, 
come of the Lord. 

’ 1g Wifdom, knowledge, and underftanding of the law, are of the 
Lord : love, ant the way of good works, are fram him. 

26 Error and da.knefs hod their begimning together with finners : 
and evil fhall wax old with them that glory therein. 

19 The gift of the Lord remaineth with the godly, and his favour 
bringeth profpersy for ever. 

18 ‘Chere is that waxeth rich by his warinefs, and pinching, and 
this is the portion of his reward : 

1g Whereas he faith, I have found reft, and now will eat conti- 
Bually of my goods 3 and yet be knowcth not what time fhall come 
wpon him, and that he muit leave thofe things to others, and die. 

20 Be {tedfaft in thy covenant, and be converfant therein, and wax 
old in thy work. 

ax Marvel not at the works of finners; but truft in the Lord, and 
abide in thy labour: foritis aneafy thing in the fight of the Lord on 
the fudden to make a poor man rich. 

22 The bleffing of the Lord is in the reward of the godly, and fud- 
@enly he maketh his blefling to flourith. 

23 Say not, What profit is there of my fervice? and what good 
things fhall 1 fay to me hereafter? 

24. Again, fay not, I] have enough, and poffefs many things, and 
ewhat evil can come to tnc hereafter ? 

25 Inthe day of profperity there is a forgétfulnefs of affliction : and 
in the day of affliction there is no more remembrance of profperity. 

26 For it is an eafy thing unto.the Lord in the day of death to re- 
ward a man according to his ways. . 

29 The affliction of an hour maketh a man forget pleafure : and in 
his end his deeds fhall be difcovered. 

28 Judge none bleffed before his death; fora man fhall be known 
in his children. 

29 Bring not every man into thine houfe: for the deceitful man 
hath many trains. * 

30 Like as a partridge taken [and kept] in acage, fo is the heart of 
the proud, and like asa fpy, watcheth he for thy fall : 

31 For he lieth in wait, and turneth good into evil, and in things 
worthy praife will lay blame upon thee. ‘ 

32 Of a fpark of fire a heap of coals is kindled = and a finful man 
Zayeth wait for blood. 

3, Take heed of a mifchievous man, for he worketh wickednels : 
3eff he bring upon thee a perpetual blot. 

34 Receive a ftranger into thine houfe, and he will difturb thee and 
turn thee out of thine own. : 

CHAP. XII. 
WE thou wilt do good, know to whom thou doeft it; fo 
fhalt thou be thanked for thy benefits. 

2 Do good to the godly man, and thou fhalt find a recompence ; 
and if not from him, yet from the Moft High. 





Xl. g Sit not in judgment cith funers.| In public life, we ought not to fit 
. 8 the bench with corrupt judges; and in priyate life, we fhould neither af- 
Sociate nor confult with finners. 

MIL. 8 df friend cannot, &c.} Such is the verfatility ofhuman nature, that 
whilft a manis in a {tate of profperity, the moft worthlefs will rank them{elves 
gmong penne of his friends; but no fooner does adverfity take place; 

No. 78. 





CHAP. XI. 






XII XIII: Apocrypha. 
3 There can no good come unto him tHat is always occupied in 
evil, nor to him that giveth no alms. 

4 Give to the godly man, and help riot 4 finner. 

5 Do well unto him that is lowly, but give not to the ungodly : 
hold back thy bread, and givé it not unto him, left he overmafter thee 
thereby: for fete thou flalt receive twice as much evil for all the 
good thou fhalt have done unto him. 

6 For the Mott High hateth finnets, antl will repay vengeance 
unto the ungodly, and keepeth them againft the mighty day of their 
punifhment: 

Z Give unto the good, and help not the finner. 

A friend cannot be known in profpeyity: and ari enemy cannot 
be hid in adverfity. . 

g In the profperity of a mah enemies will be grieved: but in his 
adverlity even a friend will depart. 

to Never truft thine enemy : for like as iron rufteth, fois his wick 
ednefs. 

11 Though he humble himfelf; and go crouching, yet take good 
heed and beware of him, and thou thalt be unto him as if thou hadft 
wiped a lookingglafs, and thou fhalt know that his ruft hath not been 
altogether wiped away. 

12 Set him not by thee, left; when he hath overthrown thee, he 
ftand up in thy place; neither lethim fit at thy right hand, left he 
feck to take thy feat, and thou at the laft remember my words, and be 
pricked therewith. 

13 Who will pity a charmer that is bitten with a ferpent, or any 
fuch as come nigh wild beafts? 

14 So one that goeth toa finner, and is defiled with him in his 
fins, who will pity? 

15 For a while he will abide with thee, but if thou begin to fall, he 
will not tarry. : 

16 An enemy fpeaketh fweetly with his lips, but in his heart he 
imagineth how to throw thee into a pit: he will weep with his eyes, 
but if he find opportunity, he will not be fatisfied with blood. 

17 If adverfity come upon thee, thon fhalt find him there firft ; and 
though he pretend to help thee, yet fhall he undermine thee. 

18 He will fhake his head, and clap his hands, and whifper much, 
and change his countenance. 

CHAP. XIII. 
| I E that toucheth pitch fhall be defiled therewith: and_ he that 
hath fellowfhip with a proud man fhall be like unto him. 

2 Burden net thyfelf above thy power while thou liveft; and have 
no fellowfhip with one that is mightier and richer than thyfelf: for 
how agree the kettle and the earthen pot together? for if the one be 
fmitten againft the other, it fhall be broken. ; 

3 The rich man hath done wrong, and yet he threateneth withals 
the poor is wranged, and he muft intreat alfo. 

4 If thou be for his profit, he will ufe thee: but if thou have no-- 
thing, he will forfake thee. 

5 If thou have any thing, he will live with thee; yea, he will 
make thee bare, and will not be forry for it. 

6 If he have need of thee, he will deceive thee, and fmile upen 
thee, and put thee in hope; he will fpeak thee fair, and fay, What 
wantelt thou ? 

- 9 And he will thame thee by his meats, until he have drawn thee 
dry twice or thrice, and at the laft he will laugh thee to fcorn ; afters 
ward, when he feeth thee, he will forfake thee, and fhake his head at 
thee. 
; 8 Beware that thou be not deceived, and brought down in thy jol- 
ity. . 
9 If thou be invited of a mighty man, withdraw thyfelf, and fo 
much the more will he invite thee. , 
to Prefs thou not upon him, left thou be put back ; ftand not far 
off, left thou be forgotten. 

11 Affe not to be made equal unto him in talk, and believe not 
his many words: for with much communication will he tempt thee, 
and {miling upon thee will get out thy fecrets : 

12 But cruelly he will lay up thy words, and will not {pare to do 
thee hurt, and to put thee in prifon, - 

13 Obferve, and take good heed, for thou walkeft in peril of thy 
overthrowing : when thou heareft thefe things, awake in thy fleep. 

14. Love the Lord all thy life, and call upon him for thy falvatton. 

15 Every beaft loveth his like, and every man loveth his neighbour. 

16 All flefh conforteth accarding to kind, and a man will cleave 
to his like. 

17 What fellowfhip hath the wolf with the lamb? fo the finner 
with the godly. : 

18 What agreement is there between the hyena and a dog? and 
what peace between the rich and the poor? ; : 

19 As the wild afs is the lion’s prey in the wildernefs: fo the rich 
eat up the poor, 


20 As 
ee CR A TO PS NS HG, 
than the pretended friendfhip is at an end. 


Generar Rerrectrions on Chap. X. XI. XII. 


From hence we may learn the proper duty of magiftrates, the infeparable con- 
nection of wifdom and prudence ; and that the divine Being is the only in- 


fpirer of trug wifdom. Bs 
N COMMENTARY 


Apocrypha. 


. 20 As the proud hate humility: fo doth the rich abhor the poor. 

ar Arich man beginning to fall is held up of his friends: but a 
poor man being down is thrult alfo away by his friends. 

22 When a rich man is fallen, he hath many helpers: he fpeaketh 
things not to be fpoken, and yet men juftify him: the poor man flip-- 
ped, and yet,they rebuked him too; he fpake wifely, and could have 
no place. 

a When a rich man fpeaketh, every man holdeth his tongue, and, 
look, what he faith. they extol it to the clouds: but if the poor man 
{peak, they fay, What fellow is this? and if he ftumble, they wiil 
help to overthrow-him. . . 

24. Riches are good unto him that hath no fin, and poverty is evil 
in the mouth of the ungodly. 

25 The heart of a man changeth his countenance, whether it be 
for good or evil: and a merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance. 

26 A cheerful countenance is a token of a heart that is in profperity ; 
and the finding out of parables is a wearifome labour of the mind. 

CHAP. XIV. 
LESSED is the man that hath not flipped with his mouth, 
and is not pricked with the multitude of fins. 

2 Bleffed is he whofe confcience hath not condemned him, and 
who is not fallén from his hope in the Lord. 

3 Riches are not comely for a niggard: and what fhould an en- 
vious man dv with money? eee 

4 He that gathercth by defrauding his own foul gathereth for others, 
that fhall {pend his goods riotoufly. 

He that is evil to himfelf, to whom will he be good? he fhall not 
take pleafurein his goods, 

6 There is none worfe than he that envieth himfelf; and this is a 
racompence of his wickednefs. 

7 And if-he docth good, he doeth it unwillingly ; and at the laft 
he will declare his Wwietedncle, i. 

. 8 The envious man hath a wicked eye; he turneth away his face, 
and defpifeth men. z . . . . 
g A covetous man’s cye is not fatisfied with his portion; and the 
. iniquity of the wicked drieth up his foul. : 

‘to A wickedeye envieth [his | bread, and he isa niggard at his table. 

it My fon, according to thy ability do good to thyfelf, and give 
the Lord his due offering. 

12 Remember that death will not be long in coming, and that the 
covenant of the grave is not (hewed unto thee. 

F 13 Do good unto thy friend before thou dic, and according to thy 

ability ftretch out thy hand and give to him. 

14 Defraud not thyfelf of the good day, and let not the part of a 
good defire overpafs thee. 

15 Shalt thou not Icave thy travels unto another? and thy labours 
to be divided by lot? 

16 Give, and take, and fan@tify thy foul; for there is no fecking of 
dainties in the grave. ; 

17 All flefh waxeth old as a garment: for the covenant for the be- 
ginning is, Thou fhalt die the death. _ 

18 As of the green leaves on a thick tree, fome fall, and fome 
grow; fo is the generation of flefh and blood, one cometh to an end, 


and another is born. 
19 Every work rotteth and confumeth away, and the worker thereof 


fhall go withal. 

20 Bleffed is the man that doth meditate peor things in wifdom, 
and that reafoneth of huly things by his underftanding. ; 

21 He that confidereth her ways in his heart fhall alfo have under- 
ftanding in her {ecrets. ; 

22 Go after her as one that traceth, and lie in wait in her ways. 

23 Hethat prieth in at her windows fhall alfo hearken at her doors. 

23. He that doth Jodge near her houfe fhall alfo faften a pin in her 
walls. : 
25 He hall pitch his tent nigh unto her, and fhall lodge in a lodg- 
ing where good things are. 

26 He fhall fet his children under her fhelter, and fhall lodge under 


her branches. 
27 By her he fhall be covered from heat, and in,her glory fhall he 


dwell. 
CHAP. XV. 
E that feareth the Lord will do good; and he that hath the 

HH knowledge of the law fhall obtain her. 

2 And as a mother thall fhe meet him, and receive him as a wife 
married of a virgin. . 4 

3 With the bread of underftanding fhall fhe feed him, and give 
him the water of wifdom to drink. ; 

4 He thall be ftayed upon her, and fhall not be moved; and fhall 
rely upon her, and fhall not bz confounded. . 

5 She fhall exalt him above his neighbours, and in the midft of the 
congregation fhall. fhe open his mouth. 
ee 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES ow CHAP. Kill. Kiv. xy. 

XIN. 24. Riches are goul unto him that hath no fin, &¢.] Or, riches are 
good in which there is no fin; i.e. which are got honeftly. 

XIV. 12 The cowcnant of the grave is mot foewed unto thee.\ The day of 
thy burial is not known to thee. : 

XV. 18 The wifdom of the Lord is great, &c.| God orders every thing 
with the moft confummate wifdom, and’ hath endowed man with every thing 
neceflary to his happinefs, if he is not wanting to himfe. 
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6 He fhall find joy and a crown of gladnefs, and the fhall caufe him 
to inheritan everlafting name. 

7, But foolifh men fhall not attain unto her, and finners fhall not 
fee her. . 

8 For fheis far from pride, and men thatareliarscannot remember her. 

9 Praife isnot feemly in the mouth of a finner, for it was not fent 
hin of the Lord. 

10 For praife fhall be uttered in wifdom, and the Lord willprofper it. 

11 Say not thou, It is through the Lord that I fell away: for thou 
oughteft not to do the things that he hateth. 

12 Say not thou, He hath caufed me to err: for he hath no need 
of the finful man. 

_ 13 The Lord hateth all abomination ; and they that fear God love 
it not. 

14 He himfelf made man from the beginning, and left him in the 
hand of his counfel; 

15 If thou wilt, to keep the commandments, and to perform ac- 
ceptable faithfulnefs. 

16 He hath fet fire and water before thee: ftretch forth thy hand 
unto whether thou wilt. ; 

17 Before man is life and death ; and whether him liketh fhall be 
given him. 

18 For the wifdom of the Lord is great, and he's mighty in power, 
and beholdeth all things: 

19 And his eyes are upon them that fear him, and ke knoweth 
every work of man. 

20 He hath commanded no man to do wickedly, neither hath he 
given any man licence to fin. 

3 CHAP. XVI. 
Do not a multitude of unprofitable children, neither delight 
in ungodly fons. 

2 Though they multiply, rejoice not in ‘them, except the fear of 
the Lord be with them. 

3 Troft not thou in their life, neither refpect their multitude: for 
one that is juft is better than athoufand: and better it is to die with 
out children, than to have them that are ungodly. 

4 For by one that hath underflanding fhall the city be replenifhed ; 
but the kindred of the wicked fhall fpeedily become defolate. 

5 Many fuch things have I feen with mine eyes, and mine ear 
hath heard greater things than thefe. = 

6 In the congregation of tha ungodly fhall a fire be kindled; and 
in a rebellious nation wrath is fet on fire. : 

7 Hewas not pacified toward the old giants, who fell away in the 
ftrength of their foolifhnefs. . 

8 Neither fpared he the place where Lot fojourned, but abhorred 
them for their pride. : 

9 Ele pitied not the people of perdition, who were taken away ia 
their fins: 

10 Nor the fix hundred thoufand footmen, who were gathered to- 
gether in the hardnefs of their hearts. : 

ax And if there be one ftiff-necked among the people, it is marvel 
if he efcape unpunifhed: for mercy and wrath are with him; he ig 
mighty to forgive, and to pour out difpleafure. , 

12 As his mercy is great, fois his correction alfo: he judgeth a 
man according to his works. 

13 The finner fhall not efcape with his fpoils: and the patience of 
the godly thall not be fruftrate. 

14 Make way for every work of mercy: for every man fhall find 
according to his works. 

15 The Lord hardened Pharaoh, that he fhould not know him, 
that his powerful works might be known to the world. 

16 His mercy is manifelt to every creature; and he hath feparated 
his light from the darknefs with an adamant. 

17 Say not thou, I wil hide myfelf from the Lord: fhall any re- 
member me from above? I fhall not be remembered among fo many 
people: for what is my foul among fuch an infinite number of 
creatures? 

18 Behold, the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, the deep, and 
the earth, and all that therein is, fhall be moved when he fhal! vifir. 

19 The mountains alfo and foundations of the earth fhall be fhaken 
with trembling, when the Lord looketh upon them. 

20 Nv» heart can think upon thefe things worthily: and who is 
able to conceive his ways? 

21 It is a tempeft which no man can fee: for the moft part of his 
works are hid. 

22 Who can declare the works of his juftice? or who can endure 
them? for his covenant is afar off, and the trial of all things is in 
the end. 

23 He that wanteth underftanding will think upon vain things: 
and a foolifh man erring imagineth follies. 

24. My 


A, Sr 7S 


Genera ReEFiectrions on Chap. XIII. XIV. XV. 

It is our duty frequently to retire from the noife and hurry of public bufinefs, 
that we may have an opportunity of examining our own hearts, and difco- 
vering how matters ftand between God and our fouls. ; 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on Chap. XVI. XVID. XVIII. 
XVI. 7 The old giants, &c.} ‘The inhabitants of the world contempos 


rary with Noah ; called giants, from their ats of violence and oppreifion. 
MMVI 





Apocrypha. . 


24 My fon, hearken unto me, and learn knowledge, and mark my 
words with thy heart. 

25 1 will thew forth dotrine in weight, and declare his know- 
ledge exadtly. 

26 The works of the,Lord are done in judgment from the begin- 
ming: and from the ime he made them he difpofed the parts thereof. 

27 He garnifhed his works for ever, and in his hand are the chief 
of them unto all generations: they neither labour, nor are weary, nor 
ceafe from their works. ; 

28 None of them hindereth another, and they fhall never difobe 
his word. 

2g After this the Lord looked upon the earth, and filled it with his 
bleffings. z 

30 With all manner of living things hath he covered the face 
thereof; and they fhall return into it again. 

CHAP. VII. 
HE Lord created man of the earth, and turned him into it 
again. 

2 He gave them few days, and a fhort time, and power alfo over 
the things therein. 

3 He endued them with itrength by themfelves, and made them 
according to his image, 

4 And out the fear of man upon all flefh, and gave him dominion 
over beafts and fowls. . 

They received the ufe of the five operations of the Lord, and 
in the fixth place he imparted them underflanding, and in the feventh 
fpeech, an interpreter of the cogitations thereof. } 

6 Counfel, and a tongue, and eyes, ears, anda heart, gave he them 
to underfland. 

9 Withal he filled them with the knowledge of underftanding,and 
fhewed them good and evil. 

8 He fet his eye upon their hearts, that he might fhew them the 
greatnefs of his works. . 

He gave them to glory in his marvellous aéts for ever, that they 
might declare his works with under{tanding. 

10 And the elect thall praife his holy name. 

11 Betide this he gave them knowledge, and the law of life for an 
heritage. 

12 He made an everlafting covenant with them, and fhewed them 
his judgments. 

13, ‘Their eyes faw the majefly of his glory, and their ears heard 
his clorious voice. 

“14 And he faid unto them, Beware of all unrighteoufnefs; and he 
gave every man commandment concerning his neighbour. ; 

15 Their ways are ever before him, and fhall not be hid from his 
eyes. 

Nae Every man from his youth is given to evil; neither could they 
make to themfelves flefhy hearts for ftony. 

17 For in the divifion of the nations of the whole earth he fet a 
ruler over every people; but Ifrael is the Lord’s portion : 

18 Whom, being his firltborn, he nourifheth with difcipline, and 
giving him the light of his love dorh not forfake him. 

19 Therefore all their works are a§ the fun before him, and his 
eyes are continually upon their ways. 

20 None of their unrighteous deeds are hid from him, but all their 
fins are before the Lord. 

2 But the Lord being gracious, and knowing his woikmanhhip, 
neither left nar forfook them, but fpared them. 

22, The alms of a man is as a fignet with him, and he will keep 
the good deeds of man as the apple of the eye, and give repentance to 
his fons and daughters. 

23 Afterwards he will rife yp and reward them, and render their 
gecompence upon their heads. ; 

24 But unto them that repent, he granted them return, and com- 
forted thofe that failed in patience. 

25 Return unto the Lord, and forfake thy fins, make thy prayer be- 
fore his face, and offend lefs. : 

26 Turn again to the moft High, and turn away from iniquity: 
for he willlead thee out of darknefs in the light of health, and hate thou 
abomination vehemently. 

2q Who {hall prafic the moft High in the grave, inftead of them 
which live and give thanks ? 

28 Thankfgiving peritheth from the dead, as from one that is not: 
the living and found in heart fhall praife the Lord. 

29 How great is the loving kindnefs of the Lord our God, and his 
compaffion unto fuch as turn unto him in polinefs! - 

30 For all things cannot be in men, becayfe the fon of man is not 
immortal. 

31 ‘What is brighter than the fun? yet the light thereof faileth : 
and flefh and blood will imagine evil. 

32 He vieweth the power of the height of heaven; and all men 
are but carth and afhes. 





XVI 8 He fet bis eye nupin: their hearts, &c,] He beftowed remedies’ 
to heal their minds, afterevi] maxims had corruptedthem. The writer here, 
and.in the following verfes, addreffes himfelf to the Jews oe : 

XVITI. 29 A wife man annie &e.] A wife man will be carefuj to keep 
from (inning in every thing he fays or does, and will in all times and places be 
upon his guard during a general corruption, that he be not infected the-"7?* 
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CHAP. XVII. XVIII XIX. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 
HEé that liveth for ever created all things in general. 
2 The Lord only is righteous, and there is none other but he, 

3 Who governeth the world with the palm of his hand, and all 
things obey his will: for he is the King of all, by his power dividing 
holy things among them from profane. 

4 To whom hath he given power to declare his works? and who 
fhall find out his noble a&ts ? : 

5 Who thall number the ftrength of his majefty? and who hall 
alfo tell out his mercies? 

6 As forthe wondrous works of the Lord, there may nothing be 
taken from them, neither may any thing be put unto them, neither 
can the ground of them be found out. 

When a man hath done, then he beginneth; and when he leav- 
eth off, then he fhall be doubtful. 

& What is man, and whercto ferveth he? what is his gaod, and 
what is his evil? 

g The number ofa man’s days at the moft are an hundred years. 

10 As adrop of water unto the fea, and a gravelftone in compa- 
rifon of the fand; fo are a thoufand years to the days of eternity. 

11x Therefore is God patient with them, and poureth forth his 
mercy upon them. . ¥ , : 

42 He fawand perccived their end to be evil; therefore he imultt- . 
plied his campaffion. : 

3 The mercy of man istoward his neighbaur; but the mercy of 
the Lord is upon all flefh: he reproveth, and nurtureth, andteacheth, 
and bringeth again, as a fhepherd his flock: 

14 He hath mercy on them that receive difcipline, and that dili- 
gently feek after his judgments. . 

15 My fon, blemifh not thy good deeds, neither ufe unconfforta- 
ble words when thou givefl any thing. . 

16 Shall not the dew allwage the heat: fois a word better than a gift. 

_17 Lo, is not a word better than a gift? but both are witha gra- 
cious man. 

18 A fool will upbraid churlifhly, and a gift of the envious con- 
fumeth the eyes. 

19 Learn before thou fpeak, and ufe phyfic or ever thou be fick. 

20 Before judgment examine thyfelf, and in the day of vifitation 
thou fhalt find mercy. 

21 Humble thyfelf before thou be fick, and im the time of fins. 
fhew repentance. a 

22 Let nothing hinder thee ta pay thy vow in duc time, and defer 
not until death to be juftified. 

23 Before thou prayelt, eprpare thyfelf; and be not as one that 
tempteth the Lord. 

24 Think upon the wrath that fhall be at the end, and the time of 
vengeance, when he fhall uirn away his face. 

25 When thou haft enough, remember the time of hunger: and 
when thou art rich, think upon poyerty and need. 

26 From the morning until the evening the time is changed, and 
all things are foon done before the Lord. 

27 A wife man wili fear in every thing, and in the day of finning 
he will beware of offence: but a fool will not obferve time. 

28 Every man of underflanding knoweth wifdom, and will give 
praife unto him that found her. 

29 They that were of underftanding jn fayings became alfo wife 
themfelves, and poured forth exquifite parables. 

30 Go notafter thy lufts, but refrain thy {elf from thine appetites. 

3 If thou giveft thy foul the defires that pleafe her, fhe will make 
thee a laughing-ftock to thine enemies that malign thee. | 

32 Take not pleafure in much good cheer, neither be tied to the 
expence thereof. 

33 Be not made a beggar by banqueting upon borrowing, when 
thou haft nothing in thy purfe: for thou fhalt lie in wait for thine 
own life, and be talked on. 

CHAP. XIX. 
A Labouring man that is given to drunkennels fhall not be rich : 
and he that contemneth {mall things fhall fall by little and little. 

2 Wine and woman will make men of underftanding to fall away: 
and he that cleaveth to harlots will become impudent. 

Moths and worms fhall have him te heritage, and a bold man’ 
fhall be taken away. 

4 He that is hafty to give credit is ]ightminded ; and he that Gnneth 
fhall offend againft his own foul. 

Whofo taketh pleafure in wickednefs fhall be condemned: but 
he that refilteth pleafures crowneth his hile. y 

6 He that can rule his tongue {hall live without ftrife; and he that 
hateth babbling fhall have lefs evil- 

7 Rehearfe not unto another that w 
fhalt fare never the worfe. . 

8 Whether it be to a friend or foe, talk not of other men’s lives; 
and if thou canft without offence, reveal them not. 


hich istold unto thee, and thou 


g For 


” Gewerat Rerrect78s on Chap. XVI. XVII. XVIII. 
The moft important '~2" in thefe chapters, is, that we addrefs ourfelves to 
God in news! With the profoundelt humility. Prayer is a folemn duty, 
suo unlefs we previoufly reflect on the infinite diftance there is between God, 
and us, it cannot be engaged in acceptab!y. 
COMMENTS ARY 
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9 For he heard and obferved thee, and when the time cometh he 
will hate thee. 

10 Hf thou haft heard a word, let it die with thee; and behold, it 
will not burft thee. 

ti A foo} ‘ravaiteth with a word, as a woman in labour of a child. 

12 As an arrow that fticketh in a man’s thigh, fo is a word within 
a Fool’s belly. 

13 Admonifh a friend, it may be he hath not done it: and if he 
have done it, that he do it no more. . 

14 Admonith thy friend, it may be he hath not faid it: and if he 
have, that he {peak it not again. 

1s Admonih a friend: for many times itis a flander, and believe 
not every tale. 

16 There is one that flippeth in his {peech, but not from his heart; 
and who is he that hath not offended with his tongue? 

17 Admonifh thy neighbour before thou threaten him; and not 
being angry, give place to the law of the Moft High, 

. 18 The fear of the Lord is the firft flep to be accepted [of him,] 
and wifdom obtaineth his love. : 

19 The knowledge of the commandments of the Lord is the 
doArine of life: and they that do things that pleafe him fhall receive 
the fruit of the tree of immortality. 

‘20 The fear of the Lord is all wifdom; and in all wifdom is the 
performance of the law, and the knowledge of his omnipotency. 

ax If a fervant fay to his mafter, I will not do as it pleafeth thee; 
though afterward he do it, he angereth him that nourifheth him. 

22 The knowledge of wickednefs is not wifdom, neither at any 
time the counfel of finners prudence. 

23 There isa wickednefs, and the fame an abomination; and there 
is a foo! wanting in wildom. : 

24 He that hath {mall underftanding, and feareth God, is better 
than one that hath much wifdom, and tranfgreffeth the law of the 
Mott High. 

25 Vhereis an exquifite fubtilty, and the fame Is unjuft; and there 
is one that turneth.afide to make judgment appear;-and there isa 
wife man that juftifieth in judgment. 

26 There is a wicked man that hangeth down his head fadly; but 
inwardly he is full of deceit, - 

27 Cafting down his countenance, and making as if he heard not; 
where heis not known, he will do thee a mifchief before thoube aware. 

28 And if for want of power he be hindered from finning, yet 
when he findeth opportunity he will do evil. 

29 A man may be known by his look, and one that hath under- 
flanding by his countenance, when thou meeteft him. 

30 A man’sattire, and exceffive laughter, and gait, fhew what he is. 

CHAP. XX. : 
Ea is a reproof that is not comely: again, fome man hold- 
eth his tongue, and he is wife. 

2 Itis much better to reprove, than to be angry fecretly : and he 
that confeffeth his fault fhall be preferved from hurt. 

3 How good is it, when thou art reproved, to fhew repentance! 
for fo fhalt thou efeape wilful fin. 

4 As is the luit of an eunuch to deflower a virgin; fo is he that 
executeth judgment with violence. : 

5 There is one that koepeth filence, and is found wife: and ano- 
ther by much babbling becometh hateful. 

6 Some man holdeth his tongue, becaufe he bath not to anfwer: 
and fome keepeth filence, knowing his time. . 

4 A wife man will hold his tongue till he fee opportunity: but a 
babbler and a fool will regard no time. 

8 He that ufeth many words fhall be abhorred ; and he that taketh 
to himfelf authority therein fhall be hated. ! . 

9 There is a finner that hath good fuccefs in evil things; and 
there is a gain that turneth to lofs. ; . 

to There is a gift that fhall not profit thee; and there isa gift 
whofe recompence is double. . ; 

ar There is an abafement becaufe of glory ; and there is that lifteth 
up his head from a low eflate. 


19° There is that buyeth much for a little,and repayeth it fevenfold. : 


‘13 A wife man by his words maketh himfelf beloved: but the 
graces of fools fhall be poured out. 

14 The gift of a fool thall do thee_no good when thou haft it ; 
neither yet of the envious for his neceffity: for he looketh to receive 
many things for one. ‘ 

1§ He giveth little, and upbraideth much ; he openeth his mouth 
like acrier; to day he lendeth, and to morrow will he afk it again: 
fuch an one is to be hated of God and man. 

16 The fool faith, I have no friends, I have no thank for all my 
good deeds, and they that eat my bread {peak evil of me. 

17 How oft, and of how many fhall he be laughed to feorn! for 
he knoweth not aright what it is to have; and it is all one unto him 
as if he bad it not. ~ 


Fg RE a SE ST 
G@OMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. MAK. XX. XXI. 
-XIX, 25 There is one that turnsth aftde, &¢.y There is one that pervert. 
ath, or turneth upfide down, that he may prowuncs 3-Aement in favour of 
the party to whom he is inclined. we 
XX. 25 A thicf is better, &c.] The author does not mean t0 yuaze, 
the thief, but to expofes the lyar; as if he had faid, The thief only takes 
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18 To flip upon a pavement is better than to flip with the tongue: 
fo the fall of the wicked thall come [peedily. 

“19 An unfeafonable tale will always be in the mouth of the unwife. 

20 Awife fentence fhall be reje€ted when it cometh out of a fool’s 
mouth; for he will not fpeak it in due feafon. ; 

21 There is that is hindered from finning through want: and 
when he taketh reft, he fhall not be troubled. 

22 There is that deftroyeth his own foul through bafhfulnefs, and 
by accepting of perfons overthroweth himfelf. 

23 There is that for bafhfulnefs promifeth to his friend, and mak- 
eth him his enemy for nothing. 

24 A lie is a foul blot ina man, yet it is continually in the mouth 
of the untaught. A 

25 A thief is better than a man that is accuftomed to lic : but they 
both fhall have deftruction to heritage. 

26 The difpofition of a liar is difhonourable, and his fhame is ever 
with him. 

27 A wife man fhall promote himfelf to honour with his words: 
and he that hath underflanding will pleafe great men. 

28 He that tilleth his land fhall increafe his heap: and he that 
pleafeth great men fhall get pardon for iniquity. 

29 Prefents and gifts Blind the eyes of the wife, and flop up his 
mouth that he cannot reprove. 

go Wifdom that is hid, and treafure that is hoarded up, what pro- 
fitis in them both ? ; 

gr Better is he that hideth his folly thana man that hideth his’ 
wildom. : 

32 Neceffary patience in feeking the Lord is better than he that 
leadeth his life without a guide. 

CHAP. XXI. 
Y fon, haft thou finned? do fo no more, but afk pardon for thy 
former fins. 

2 Flee from fin as from the face of a ferpent: for if thou comeft 
too near it, it will bite thee: the teeth thereof are as the teeth of a 
lion, flaying the fouls of men. 

3 All iniquity is as a two edged {word, the wounds whereof can- 
not be healed. 

4. To terrify and do wrong will wafte riches: thus the houfe of 
proud men fhall be made defolate. 

5 A prayer out of a poor man’s mouth reacheth to the ears of God, 
and his judgment cometh fpeedily. 

6 He that hateth to be reproved is in the way of finners: but he 
that feareth the Lord will repent from his heart. 

7 An eloquent man is known far and near; but a man of under- 
ftanding knoweth when he flippeth. : 

8 He that buildeth his houfe with other men’s moncy is like one 
that gathereth himfelf {tones for the tomb of his burial. 

g Thecongregation of the wicked is like tow wrapped together: 
and the end of them is a flame of fire to deftroy them. 

10 The way of finners is made plain with ftones, but at the end 
thereof is the pit of hell. 

11 He thatkeepeth the law of the Lord getteth the underftanding 
thereof: and the perfeétion of the fear of the Lord is wifdom. 

12 He that is not wife will not be taught: but there isa wifdom 
which multiplicth bitternefs. 

13, The knowledge of a wife man fhall abound like a flood: and 
his counfel is like a pure fountain of life. 

14 The inncr parts of a fool are like a broken veffel, and he will 
hold no knowledge as long as he liveth. 

15 If a fkilful man hear a wife word, he will commend it, and add 
unto it: but as foon as one of no underftlanding: heareth it, ix dift 
pleafeth him, and he cafteth it behind his back. 

16 The talking of a fool is like a burden in the way: but grace 
fhall be found in the lips of the wife. 

a7 They enquire at the mouth of the wife man in the congrega- 
tion, and they fhall ponder his words in their heart. 

18 As isa houfe that is deftroyed, fo is wifdom to a fool: and the 
knowledge of the unwile is as talk without fenfe. 

19 Doétrine unto fools is as Fetters on the fect, and like manicles 
on the right hand. 

20 A fool lifteth up his voice with laughter; but a wife man doth 
fcarce {mile a little. 

21 Learningis unto a wife man as an ornament of gold, and like 
a bracelet upon his right arm. 

22 A foolifh man’s foot is foon in his [neighbour’s] houfe: buta 
man of experience is afhamed of him. . 

23 A fool will pcep in at the door into the houfe: but he that is 
well nurtured will ttand without. : 

24 It is the rudenefs ofa man to hearken at the door: but a wile 
man will be grieved with the difgrace. . 

25 The hps of talkers will be telling fuch things as pertain not 

; unte 
a ne 
away a man’s money, whereas the lyar robs him of his reputation, which. is 
more valuable than riches. . a 

XXII. 5 4 prayer outof a poar man's mouth, &c-] The words ** of God 
fhould be omitted: then the fenfe will be, that the prayer of the poor reach- 
eth only to the ears of the proud man, but does not touch his teur:; -ndss dife 
segarded by him: fo that the proud man’s judgment fhall {peedily ove. take hime 
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CHAP. XXII. XXIII. 


XXIV. Apocrypha. 





anto them : but the words of fuch as have underftanding are weighed 
in the balance. 
26 The heart of fools is in their mouth: but the mouth of the 
wife is in their heart. 
27 When the ungodly curfeth Satan, he curfeth his own foul. 
28 A whifperer defileth his own foul, and is hatred wherefoever he 


dwelleth. 
: CHAP. XXII. 
A Slothful man is compared to a filthy ftone, and every one will 

hifs him out to his difgrace. 
2. A flothful man is compared to the filth of a dunghill : every man 
that takes it up will fhake his hand. 
3 An evilnurtured fon is the difhonour of his father that begat 
him: and a [foolith] daughter is born to his lofs. 
4 Awife daughter fhall bring an inheritance to her hufband: but 
fhe that liveth difhoneftly is her father’s heavinefs. 
§ She that is bold difhonoureth both her father and her hufband, 
but they both fhall defpile her. 
6 Atale out of feafon [is as] mufick in mourning: but ftripes 
and correction of wifdom are never out of time. 
7 Whofe teacheth a fool is as one that glueth a pottherd together, 
and as he that waketh one froma found fleep. , 
8 He that telleth a tale to a fool {peeketh to one in a flumber: 
when he hath told his tale. he will fay, What is the matter ? 
g Ifchildren live honeftly, and have wherewithal, they fhall cover 
the bafenefs of their parents. 
xo But children, being haughty, through difdain and want of nur- 
ture do fiain the nubility of their kindred. 
xx Weep for the dead, for he hath loft the light : and weep for the 
fool, for hé wanteth underftanding : make little weeping for the dead, 
for he is at reft: but the life of the fool is worfe than death. 
12 Seven days do men muurn for him that is dead; but for a fool 
and an ungodly man all the days of his life. 
213 Yalk not much with a fool, and go not to him that hath no 
underftanding : beware of him, Jeft thou have trouble, and thou fhae 
never be detiled with his fooleries: depart from him, and thou fhalt 
find reft, and never be difquieted with madnefs. : 
14 Whatis heavier than lead ; and what is the name thereof, buta 
fool ¢ 
15 Sand, and falt, and a maf of iron, is caficr to bear, than a man 
without underftanding. 
16 As timber girt and bound together in a building cannot be 
loofed with fhaking : fo the heart that is flablithed by adviled counfel 
fhall fear at no time. 
47 A heart fettled upon a thought of underftanding is as a fair 
plaiftering on the wall of a gallery. 
18 Pales fet on an high place will never ftand againit the wind : fo 
a fearful heart in the imagination ofa fool cannot {tand againftany fear. 
x9 He that pricketh the eye will make tears to fall: and he that 
pricketh the heart maketh it to fhew her knowled ge. 
20 Whofo cafteth a ftone at the birds frayeth them away : and he 
that upbraideth his friend breaketh frieudthip. 
ar Vhough thou dreweft a fword ut thy friend, yet defpair not : 
for there may be a returning {to favour. ] 
22 1f thou haft opened thy mouth againfl thy friend, fear not; for 
there may bea reconciliation: except for upbraiding, or pride, or dif- 
clofing of fecrets, or a treacherous wound : fur for thefe things every 
friend will depart. 
23 Be fauthful to thy neighbour in his poverty, that thou mayeft 
rejoice in his profperity: abide fledfaft unto him in the time of his 
trouble, that thou mayelt be heir with him in his heritage: for a mean 
eftate is not always to be contemued: nor the rich that is foolith to 
be had in admiration. 
24 As the vapour and fmoke of a furnace goeth before the fire: fo 

reviling before blood. . 

25 t will not be afhamed to defend a friend ; neither will I hide 
mytelf from him. 
26 And if any evil happen unto me by him, every one that heareth 
it will beware of him. 
27 Who fhall fet a watch before my mouth, anda feal of wifdom 
upon my lips, that [ fall not fuddenly by them, and that my tongue 


deftroy me not. 

HAP. XXIII. 
O Lord, Father and Governor of allmy whole life, leave me not 
to their counfels, and Ict me not fall by them. 

2 Who will fet fcourges over my thoughts, and the difcipline of 
wifdom over mince heart ¢ that they {pare me not for mine ignorances, 
and it pafs not by my fins: — 

Left mine ignorances increafe, and my fins abound to my de- 
ftruGtion, and I fall before mine adverfarics, and mine enemy rejoice 
over me, whofe hope is far from thy mercy. 

4 O Lord, Father and God of my life, give me not’a proud look, 
but turn away from thy fervants always a haughty mind. 


OE EN AS BET A RL LE PTTL GS POI STIL LSE IE LEN YE TTT, 
Generar Rerirectrions on Chap. XIX. XX. XXL 


In thefe chapters is reprefented the deicfable nature of hypocrify ; the 
proper ufe of fpzechin public companies ; and, che great importance of 
felf- knowledge. 

No, 79. 


“5 Turn away from me vain hopes and concupifcence, and thow 
fhalt hold him up that is defirous always to ferve thee. 

6 Let not the greedinefs of the belly nor luft of the fleth take hold 
of me; and give not over me thy fervant into an impudent mind. 

_ 7 Hear, O ye children, the difcipline of the mouth: he that keepeth 
it fhall never be taken in his lips. 

8 The finner fhall be left in his foolifhnefs: both the evil fpeaker 
and the proud fhall fall thereby. 

9 Accuftom not thy mouth to fwearing ; 
naming of the Holy One. 

10 For asa fervant that is continually beaten fhall not be without 2 
blue mark : fo he that fweareth and nameth God continually fhall not 
be faultlefs. 

rz Aman that ufeth much fwearing fhall be filled with iniquity, 
and the plague fhall never depart from his houfe: if he dhall offend, 
his fin thall be upon him: and if he acknowledge not his fin, he 
maketh a double offence : and if he {wear in vain, he fhall sot be in- 
nocent, but his houfe wall be full of calamities, 

12 There is a word that is clothed about with death: God grant 
that it be not found in the heritage of Jacob ; for all fuch things fhall 
be far from the godly, and they fhall not wallow in their fins. 

13 Ufe not thy mouth to intemperate wearing, for therein is the 
word of fin. 

14 Remember thy father and thy mother, when thou fitteft among 
great men. Be not forgetful before them, and fo thou by thy cuftom 
become a fool, and with that thou hadft not been born, and curfe the 
day of thy nativity. 

15 Theman that is accuftomed to opprobrious words will never be 
reformed all the days of his life. 

16 Two forts of men multiply fin, and the third will bring wrath ¢ 
a hot mind is as a burning fire, it will never be quenched till it be 
confumed: a fornicator in the body of his flefh will never ceafe till 
he hath kindled a fire. 

é 17 All bread is {weet to a whoremonger, he will not leave off till 
e die, 

18 A man that breaketh wedlock, faying thus in his heart, Who 
fecth me? I am compajfed about with darknefs, the walls cover me, - 
and no body teeth me; what need I to fear? the Molt High will not 
remember my fins: 3 : 

1g Such a man only fearcth the eyes of men, and knoweth not 
tha: the eyes of the Lord are ten thoufand times brighter than the 
fun, beholding all the ways of men, and confidering the moft fecret 
parts. * ; 

20 He knew all things ere ever they were created : fo alfo after they 
were perfected he looked upon them all. 

21 This man fhall be punifhed in the {ireets of the city, and where 
he fufpeéteth not he fhall be taken. . : : 

22 Thus fhall it go alfo with the wife that leaveth her hufband, 
aad bringcth in an heir by another. 

23 For firft, fhe hath difobeyed the law of the Moft High ; and 
fecondly, fhe hath trefpaifed againft her own hufband ; and thirdly, . 
fhe hath played the whore in adultery, and brought children by ano- 
ther man. : 7 

24. She fhall be brought out into the congregation, and inguifition . 
fhall be made of her children. 

25 Her children fhall not take root, and her branches fhall bring 
forth no fruit. 

26 She fhall leave her memory to be curfed, and her reproach fhalk 
not be blotted out. 

27 And they that remain fhall know that there is nothing better 
than the fear of the Lord, and that there is nothing fweeter than to 
take heed unto the commandments of the Lord. ; 

28 Itis great glory to follow the Lord, and to be received of him 


is long life. 
CHAP. XXIV. 
Vee fhall praife herfelf, and fhall glory in the mid% of her 
cople. 

2 In che ecnsrenaian of the Moft High fhall fhe open her mouth, 
and triumph before his power. 

g I came out of the mouth of the Moft High, and covered the. 
earth as a cloud. 

4 I dweltin high place, and my throne is in a cloudy pillar. 

5 [alone compaffed the circuit of heaven, and walked in the bottom 
of the deep. 

6 Inthe waves of the fea, andin all the earth, and in every people 
and nation, I gota poffeffion, 

7 all thefe I fought reft: and in whofe inheritance fhall L 
abide 

8 So the Creator of all things gave me 2 commandment, and he 
that made me caufed my tabernacle to reft, and faid, Letthy dwelling 
be in Jacob, and thine inheritance in Ifrael. 

Q Hecreated me from the beginning before the world, and I fall 
never fail. : 


neither ufe thyfelf to the 
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COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXII. XXIV. 
XXIE 2 4. ce man, &c.J Asa Sie is offenfive to thofe who 
pafs by it, fo a flothful perfon is held in univorfal contempt; and every wife 
man it avoid his ways. 


XXIV, 
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to In the holy tabernacle I ferved before him ; and fo was I efta- 
blithed in Sion. : 

11 Likewife in the beloved city he gave me reft, and in Jerufalem 
was my power. 


z2 And IJ took root in an honourable people, even in the portion 


of the Lord’s inheritance. 

13 I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and as a cyprefs tree 
upon the mountains of Hermon. 

14. I was exalted like a palm tree in Engaddi, and asa rofe plant in 


Jericho, as a fair olive tree.in a pleafant field, and grew up as a plane f{ 


tree by the water. 

35 I gavea fweet fmell like cinnamon and afpalathus, and I yielded 
a pleafant odour like the beft myrrh, as galbanum, and onyx, and 
{weet {torax, and as the fume of frankincenfe in the tabernacle. 

16.As the turpentine tree I ftretched out my branches, and my 
branches are the branches of honour and grace. 

17 As the vine brought I forth pleafant favour, and my flowers 
are the fruit of honour and riches. 


18 Il am the mother of fair love, and fear, and knowledge, and holy | 


hope: I therefore, being eternal, am given to all my children which 
are named of him. 


1g Come unto me, all ye that be defirous of me, and fill yourfelves ; 


with my fruits. 

20 For my memorial is fweceter than honey, and mine inheritance 
than the honeycomb. ; 

at They that cat me fhall yet be hungry, and they that drink me 
fhall yet be thirfty. 

22 He that obeyeth me fhall never be confounded, and they that 
work by me thall not do amifs. 

23 Allthefe things are the book of the covenant of the moft high 
God, even the law which Mofes commanded for an heritage unto the 
congregations of Jacob. 

24 Faint not to be ftrong in the Lord; that he may confirm you, 
cleave unto him: for the Lord Almighty is God alone, and befide him 
there is no other Saviour. 

25 He filleth all things with his wifdom, as Phifon and as Tigris 
in the time of the new fruits. 

26 He maketh the underftanding to abound like Euphrates, and as 
Jordan in the time of the harveft. 

27, He maketh the doctrine of knowledge appear as the light, and 
as Geon in the time of vintage. 

28 The firft man knew her not perfe@ly: no more fhall the laft 
find her out. 

29 For her thoughts arc more than the fea, and her counfels pro- 
founder than the great deep. 

30 I alfo came out as a brook from a river, and asa conduit into a 

arden. = 

gr I faid, Iwill water my beft garden, and will water abundantly 
my garden bed: and, lo, my brook became a river, and my river be- 
came a fea. 

32 I will yet make doétrine to fhine as the morning, and will fend 
forth her light afar off. 

33 I will yet pour out doétrine as prophecy, and leave it to all ages 
for ever. 

34 Behold that I have not Iaboured for myfelf only, but for all 
them that feck wifdom. 

CHAP. KXV. 

TX three things I was beautified, and ftood up beautiful both before 
God and men: the unity of brethren, the love of neighbours, a 
man and a wife that agree together. 

2, Three forts of men my foul hateth, and I am greatly offended at 
their life: a poor man that is proud, a rich man that isa liar, and an 
old adulterer that doateth. 

3 If thou haft gathercd nothing in thy youth, how canft thou find 
any thing in thine age? . i 

4 O how comely a thing is judgment for gray hairs, and for ancient 
men to know counfel! 

5 O hew comely is the wifdom of old men, and underftanding and 
counfel to men of honour! 

6 Muchexperience is the crown of old men, and the fear of God 
is their glory. f : 

7 There'be nine things which I have judged in mine heart to be 
happy, and the tenth I will utter with my tongue: A man that hath 
joy of his children ; and he that liveth to fee the fall of his enemy: 

8 Wellis him that dwelleth with a wife of underftanding, and that 
hath not flipped with his tongue, and that hath not ferved a man more 

unworthy than himfelf: ; 

g Wellis him that hath found prudence, and he that fpeaketh in 
the ears of them that will hear: . 

1o O how great is he that findeth wifdom! yet is there none above 
him that feareth the Lord. ; ‘ 

11 But the love of the Lord paffeth all things for illumination : 
he that holdeth it, whereto fhall he be likened ? 


ATT EA TET 


XXIV. 18 J am the mother of fairlove, &c.] From a right ufe of the in- 
telleétual faculties, as guided by wifdom, every virtue {prings 5 and nothing 
can afford more pieafure to the human mind, than virtuous love. 

Genurat Rertections on Chap. XXII. AXIV. 
We are here taught to pray to God for grace to flee from fin j to commit our- 
. 3 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 
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12 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of his love: and faith is 
the beginning of cleaving unto him. 

_t3 [Give me] any plague, but the plague of the heart: and any 
wickednels, but the wickednefs of a woman: 

14. And any affiGtion, but the afliction from them that hate me: 
and any revenge, but the revenge of enemies. 

15 There ts no head above the head of a ferpent ; and there is no 
wrath above the wrath of an enemy. 

16 Thad rather dwell with a lion and a Jragon, than to keep houfe 
with a wicked woman. 

17 The wickednefs of a woman changeth her face, and darkencth 
her countenance like fackcloth. 

18 Her hufband fhall fit among his neighbours ; and when he 


. heafeth it {hall figh bitterly. 


ig All wickednefs is but little to the wickednefs of a woman: Iet 
the portion of a finner fall upon her. 

20 As the climbing up a fandy way is to the feet of the aged, fois 
a wife full of words to a quiet man. = 

er Stumble not at the beauty of a woman, and defire her not for 
pleafure. 

22 A woman, if fhe maintain her hufband, is full of anger, impu- 
dence, and much reproach. 

23 A wicked woman abateth the courage, maketh an heavy coun- 
tenance and a wounded heart: a woman that will not comfort her 
hufband in diftrefs maketh weak hands and fecble knees. 

A Of the woman eame the beginning of fin, and through her we 
all dic. 

25 Give the water no paflage; neither a wicked woman liberty to 
gad abroad. 

26 If the go not as thou wouldeft have her, cut her off from thy 
ficth, and give her a bill of divorce, and let her go. 

CHAP. XXVI. 
LES SED is the man that hath a virtuous wife, for the number 
of his days fhalt be double. 

2 A virtuous woman rejoiceth her hufband, and he fhall fulfil the 
years of his life in peace. 

3 A good wife isa good portion, which fhall be given in the portion 
of them that fear the Lord. 

4 Whether a man be rich or poor, if he have a good heart toward 
the Lord, he fhall at all times rejoice with a cheeriul countenance. 

5 There be three things that mine heart feareth; and for the fourth 
I was fore afraid: the flander of a city, the gathering together of an 
coe multitude, and a falfe accufation: all thefe are worfe than 

cath. 

6 But a grief of heart and forrow is a woman that is jealous over 
another woman, anda fcourge of the tongue which comnunicateth 
with all. 

7 An evil wife isa yoke fhaken to and fro: he that hath hold of her 
is as though he held a fcorpion. 

8 A diunken woman and a gaddcr abroad caufeth great anger, and 
fhe will not cover her own fhame. ‘ 

g The whoredom of a woman may be known in her haughty looks 
ané cyclids. 

~ ro If thy daughter be fhamcelefs, keep her in ftraitly, left the abufe 
herfelf through overmuch liberty. 

1x Watch over an impudent eye: and marvel not if fhe trefpafs 
againft thee. ; 

12 She will open her mouth, as a thirfty traveller when he hath 
found a fountain, and drink of every water nearher: by every hedge 
will fhe fit down, and open her quiver againft every arrow. 

13 The grace of a wife delighteth her hufband, and her difcretion 
will fatten his bones. 

14.A filent and loving woman is a giftof the Lord; and there is no- 
thing fo much worth as a mind well inftructed. 

15 A fhamefaced and faithful woman is a double grace, and her con- 
tinent mind cannot be valued. 

16 As the funwhen it arifeth in the high heaven ; fo is the beauty 
of a good wife in the ordering of her houie. 

17 As the clear light is upon the holy candlcftick 5 fois the beauty 
of the face in ripe age. 

18 Asthe golden pillars are upon the fockets of filver ; fo are the 
fair feet with a conflant heart. 

19 My fon, keep the flower of thinc age found; and give not thy 
flrength to ftrangers. 

“20 Whenthou haft gotten a fruitful poffeffion through all the ficld, 
fow it with thine own feed, trufting in the goodne(s of thy ftock. 

at So thy race which thou leaveft fhall be magnified, having the 
confidence of their good defcent. 

22 An harlot fhail be accounted as fpittle; but a married woman 
as a tower againft death to her hufband. 

23 Awicked woman is given asa portion to’a wicked man: buta 
godly woman is given to him that feareth the Lord. A 
24 
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felves to the divine protection, and to rely firmly on the promifes of God. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES or CHAP. XXV. XXVH. 
XXV. 13 Give me any plague, &c.] No diforders of the heart can be 
fo great as thofe which lead us trom our duty, and render us objects of the 
divine difpleafure. 
XXVU. 
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e4 A difhoneft woman contemneth fhame: but an honefi woman 
will reverence her hafbard. 




















25 A fhamelefs woman {hall be counted asa dog; but fhe that is 98 


fhametaced will tear the Lord. 


e6 A woman that honoureth her hufband fhall be judged wife of 5 
all; but fhe that difhonourech him in her pride fhall be counted un- fj 


godly of all. 


27 A loud crying woman anda {cold fhall be fought out to drive I 


away the enemies. 

28 There be two things that grieve my heart; and the third maketh 
me angry; aman of war that fuffereth poverty; and men of under- 
Manding that are not fet by; and one thatreturneth from righteouf- 
nefs to fin; the Lerd prepareth fuch an one for the fword. 

2g A merchantfhall hardly keep himfelf from doing wrong; and 
an huchfler thall not be freed from fin. 

CHAP. XXVIII. 
Me have finned for a finall matter: and he that feeketh 
¥ 


for abundance will turn his eves away. 


2 Asa nai! :ticketh falt between the joinings of the ftones; fo doth ie 


fin Mick clofe between buying and felling. 


3 Unlefs a man hold himlelf diligently in the fear of the Lord, his: § 


boule thall foon be over.hrown. 


4 As when one (ifteth with a fieve, the refufe remaineth; fo the qf 


filth of man in histalk. 


5 The furnace proveth the potter’s veflels; fo the trial of man is | 


in his reafoning. 


6 The fruit declareth if the tree have been dreffed: fo is the ut- § 


terance ofaconceitin the heart of man. 

9 Praife no man before thou heareft him fpeak ; for this is the 
trial of men, 

8 If thon followeft righteoufacls, thou fhalt obtain her, and put 
her on, asa glorious long robe. 

g The birds will refort unto their like; fo will truth return unto 
them that pratife her. 

10 As the lion licth in wait for the prey; fo fin for them that 
work iniquity. 

11 The difcourfe of a godly man is always with wifdom; but a 
fool changeth as the moon. 

12 If thou be among the indifcreet, obferve the time ; but be con- 
tinually among men of underftanding. 

13 The difcourfe of fools is irlfome, and their fport is the wan- 
tonnels of fin. 

t4 The talk of him that fweareth much maketh the hair fland 
upright; and theirbrawls make one ftop his ears. 

65 The ftrife of the proud is bloodthedding, and thcir revilings 
are grievous to the ear. 

16 Whofo difcovereth fecrets lofeth his credit; and fhall never 
find friend to his mind. 

$7 Love thy friend, and be faithful unto him; but if thou be- 
wraycft his fecrets, follow no more after him. 

18 Foras a man hath deflroyed his enemy: fo haftthou loft the 
Jove of thy nrighbour. 

19 As one that letteth a bird go out of his hand, fo haft thou Jet 
thy neighbour go, and fhalt not get him again. . 

go Follow after himno more, for he is too far off: he is asaroe 
efcaped out of the fnare. 

21 As fora wound, it may be bound up; and after reviling there 
may be reconcilement: but he that bewrayeth fecrets is without hope, 

22 He that.winketh with the eyes worketh evil; and he that 
knoweth him will depart from him. 

23 When thou art prefent, he will fpeak fweetly, and will admire 
thy words: but at the laft he will writhe his mouth, and flander thy 
fayings. 

e+ 1 have hated many things, but nothing like him; for the Lord 
will Late him. 

25 Whofo cafleth a flone on high caftethit on his own head; and 
a deceitful ftroke fhall make wounds. 


- 26 Whole diggeth a pit fhall fall therein; and he that fettetha ff 


trap fhall be taken therein. 


27 He that worketh mifchief, it fhall fall upon him, and he fhall | 


not know whence it cometh. 


28 Mockery and reproach are from the proud; but vengeance, as § 


a lion, thal] lic in wait for them. 
29 They that rejoice at the fall of the righteous fhall be taken in 
the fnare : and anguifh fhall confume them before they die. 


30 Malice and wrath, even thele are abominations; and the fin- § 


ful man {hall have them both. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 
H* that revengeth fhall find vengeance from the Lord, and he 
wil furely keep his fins fin remembrance. ] 
2 Forgive thy neighbour the hurt that he hath done unto thee, fo 
fhall thy fins alfo be forgiven when thou prayeft. 





XXVIL 12 If thoube amang the indiferect, &c.| Meaning, that we fhould §¥ 


pever enter into the company of fuch, unlefs neceflity or bufinefs obliges, 
Generat Reriections on Chap, XXV. XXVIL 
Virtuous marriage is here recommended: alfo that parents keep a ftrict eye on 
their daughters, to prevent feduction. 7 


CHAP. XXVII. XXVILL XXIX. 


in wait. 


f from all affliQion. 








Apocrypha. 
Sone TI 2 SOETUESEMAA 3 EA OE A EE 

3 One man beareth hatred againit another, and doth he feek par- 
don from the Lord? 

4 He theweth no mercy toa man, which is ike himfelf: and doth 
he afk forgivenefs of his own fins? 

5 Ifhethat is but fleth nourith hatred, who will intreat for pardon 
of his fins? 

_ 6 Remember thy end, and Iet enmity ceafe; [remember] corrup- 
tion and death, and abide in the commandments. . 

7 Remember the commandments, and bear no malice to thy neigh- 
bour: [remember] the covenant of the Higheft, and wink at igno- 
rance, 

8 Abftain from ftrife, and thou fhalt diminith thy fins; fora furi- 
ous man will kindle Urife. 

g A finful man difquicteth friends, and maketh debate among them 
that be at peace. : 

10 As the matter of the firc is, fo it burneth: and as a man’s 
firength is, fo is his wrath: and according to his riches his anger 
rifeth; and the ftronger they are which comend, the more they will 
be inflamed. 

t1 An hafty contention kindleth a fire; and an hafty fighting 
fheddeth blood. k 

12 If thou blow the fpark, it fhall burn: if thou fpit upon it, it 
fhall be quenched: and both thefe come out of thy mouth. 

13 Curfe the whifperer and doubletongued: for fuch have de- 


§ froyed many that were at peace. 


14 A backbiting tongue hath difquicted many, and driven them 


af from nation to nation; {lrong cities hath it pulled down, and over- 
f thrown the houfes of great men. 


15 A backbiting tongue hath caft out virtuous women, and de- 


BR prived them of their labours. 


16 Whofo hearkeneth unto it fhall never find refl,and never dwell 


f quietly. 


17 The tlroke of the whip maketh marks in the flefh: but the 
flroke of the tongue brcaketh the bones. 
18 Many have fallen by the edge of the fword: but not fo many 


t as have fallen by the tongue. 


19 Well is he that is defended from it,and hath not paffed through 
the venom thereof; who hath not drawn the yoke thereof, nor hath 
been bound in her bands. ; 

20 For the yoke thereof is a yoke of iron, and the bands thereof 
are bands of brafs. iy? 

21 The death thereof is an evil death, the grave were better than it. 

22 It fhall not have rule over them that fear God, neither fhall 


F they be burned with the flame thereof. 


23 Such as forfake the Lord fhall fall into it; and it fhall burn in 


} them, and not be quenched: it fhall be fent upon them asa lion, and 
f devour them as a leopard. 


24 Look that thou hedge thy poffeffion about with thorns, and 


} bind up thy filver and gold, 


25 And weigh thy words ina balance, and make a door and bar 
for thy mouth. ; : ; 
26 Beware thou flide not by it, left thon fall before him that lieth 


CHAP. XNIX. 
| I E that is merciful will lend unto his neighbour; and he that 
ftrengtheneth his hand keepeth the commandments. 
2 Lend to thy neighbour in time of his need, and pay thou thy 
neighbour again in due feafon. : ¥ 
3 Keep thy word, and deal faithfully with him, and thou fhalt al- 
ways find the thing that is nece{fary for thee. : 
4 Many, when a thing was lent them, reckoned it to be found, and 


f put them to trouble that helped them. 


5 Till he hath received, he will kifs a man’s hand; and for his 


if neighbour’s moncy he will {peak fubmilfsly ; but when he fhould re- 


pay, he will prolong the time, and return words of grief, and complain 
of the time. ; 

6 If he prevail, he fhall hardly receive the half, and he will count 
as if he had foundit; if not, he hath deprived him of his money, 
and he hath gotten him an enemy without caufe: he payeth him 


f with curfings and railings; and for honour he will pay him difgrace. 


Many therefore have refufed to lend for other men’s ill dealing, 

fearing to be defrauded. 

8 Yet have thou patience witha man in poor eftate, and delay not 
to thew him mercy. : 

9 Help the poor for the commandment’s fake, and turn him not 
away becaufe of his poverty. . : 

10 Lofe thy money for thy brother and thy friend, and Jet it not 
ruft under a ftone.to:be loft. 

t1 Lay up thy treafure according to the commandments of the 


f Moft High, and it fhall bring thee more profit than gold. 


12 Shut up alms in thy ftore-houfes; and it fhall deliver thee 


13 It 


ee LL 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. XNIX. XXX. 
XXVUL. > Wink at ignorance.) At offences committed againft thee. _ 

XXIX. 3 Keep thy wort, &c.} The punctual performing of promifes 
is the life and foul of human fociety: without it, we can have no dependence 


on cach other. sats 


‘ 





Apocrypha. 


1g It thall fight for thee againft thine enemies better than a mighty 
fhield and ftrong {pear. : : 

14 An honelt manis furety for his neighbour; but he that is 1m- 
pudent will forfake him. 

15 Forget not the friendhip of thy furety, for he hath given his 
life for thee. 

16 A {inner will.overthrow the good eftate of his furety:. 

17 And he that is of an unthankful mind will leave him [in dan- 
ger{ chat delivered him. 

18 Suretifhip hath undone many a good eftate, and fhaken them 
as a wave of the fea: mighty men hath it driven from their houfes, 
fo that they wandered among ftrange nations. 

19 A wicked man tranfgreffing the commandments of the Lord 
fhall fall into furetifhip: and he that undertaketh and followeth other 
men’s bufinefs for gain fhall fall into fuits. 

20 Help thy neighbour according to thy power, and beware that 
thou thyfelf fal] not into the fame. 

21 .The chief thing for life is water, and bread, and clothing, and 
an houfe to cover fhame. 

22 Better is the life of a poor man in a mean cottage, ‘than deli- 
eate fare in another man’s houfe. 

23 Be it little or much, hold thee contented, that thou hear not 
the reproach of thy houfe. 

24 For itis a muferable life to go from houfeto houfe; for where 
thou arta {lranger, thou dareft not open thy mouth. 

25 Thou fhalt entertain, and feaft, and have nothanks: moreover 
thou fhalt hear bitter words: 

26 Come, thou flranger, and furnifh a table, and feed me of that 
thou haft ready. . 

27 Give place, thou ftranger, to.an honourable man; my brother 
eometh to be lodged, and I have need of mine honfe. 

28 Thefe things are grievous to a man of underftanding; the up- 
braiding of houferoom, and reproaching of the lender. 
CHAP. XXX. 
E that loveth his fon caufeth him oftto feel the rod, that he may 
have joy of him in the end. 

2 He that chaftifeth his fon fhall have joy in him, and fhall rejoice 
of him among his acquaintance. 

He that teacheth his fon grieveth the enemy: and before his 
friends he fhall rejaice of him. 

4 Though his father die, vet he is as though he were not dead; 
for he hath left one behind him that is like himfelf. 

While he lived, he faw and rejoiced in him: and when he died, 
he was not forrowful. 
6 He left behind him an avenger againft his enemies, and one 
that thall requite kindnefs to his friends. : 
He that maketh too much of his fon fhall bind up his wounds ; 
arid his bowels will be troubled at every cry. 
- 3 Anhorfe not broken, becometh healings and a child leftto 
himfelf will be wilful. 
~g Cocker thy child, and he fhall make thee afraid: play with him, 
and he will bring thee to heavinefs. 

10 Laugh not with him, teft thou have forrow with him, and left 
thou gnabh thy teeth in the end. 

1x Give him no liberty in his youth, and wink not at his follies. 

12 Bew down his neck while he is young, and beat him on the 
fides while he is a child, left he wax flubborn, and be difobedient 
wnto thee, and fo bring forrow to thine heart. 

13 Chaflife thy fon, and hold him to labour, Ic his lewd behavi- 
eur be an offence unto thee. 

14. Better is the poor, being found and ftrong of conftitution, than 
a rich man that is affli€ted in his body. 

15 Health and good eftate of body are above all gold, and a flrong 
body above infinite wealth. 

16 There is no riches above a found body, and no joy above the 
joy of the heart. 

17 Death is better than a bitter life or continual ficknefs. 

8 Delicates poured upon a mouth fhut up are as meffes of meat 
fet upon a grave. p 

1g What good doeth the offering unto an idol? for neither can 
}t eat nor fimel!: fo is he that is perfecuted of the Lord. 

20 He feeth with his eyes and groancth, as an eunuch that em- 
bsaceth a virgin and figheth. 

er Give not over thy mind to heavinels, and affli@ not thyfelf in 
thine own counfel. : . 

22 The gladnefs of the heart is the life of man, and the joyfulnefs 
of a man prolongeth his days. 

23, Love thine own foul, and comfort thy heart, remove forrow far 
‘From thee; for forrow hath killed many, and there is no profit therein. 

24. Envy and wrath fhorten the life, and carefulnefs bringeth age 
before the time. : 

25 A chearful and good heart will have acare of his meat and diet. 


A a 
XXX. 13 Hold him to labour, &c.} Take pains with him, in order to in. 
“Bru him. 
GeneraL Rercecrions on Chap. XXVIII. XXIX. XXX. 
We are here taught to keep our paflions under reftraint, and not :o feek re- 
‘wenge; to preferve a blamelefs conduct inlife, anda gonfrience vpid of offence. 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


Apocry pha. 


: CHAP. XNXXI. 
ware HING for riches confumeth the flefh, and the care thereof 
. driveth away fleep. 

2 Watching care will not let a man flumber, asa fore difeafe 
breaketh fleep. 

3 The rich hath great labour in gathering riches together : and 


F when he reileth, he is filled with his delicates. 


4 The poor laboureth in his pooreilate; and when he leaveth off, 
he is flill needy, 

5 He that loveth gold fhall not be juftified, and he that followeth 
corruption fhali have enough thereof. ; 

6 Gold hath been the ruin of many, and their defruétion was 
prefent. 

7 Itisaflumblingblock unto them that facrifice unto it, and every 
fool fhall be taken therewith. ‘ 

8 Bleffed is the rich that is found without blemith, and hath not 
gone after gold. 

g Wi:o1. he? and we will call him bleffed: for wonderful things 
hath he done among his people. 

10 Who hath been tried thereby, and found perfe&? then Jet him 
glory. Who might offend, and hath not offended? or done evil, and 
hath not done it ? 

11 His goods fhall be eflablifhed, and the congregation fhall de- 
clare his alms. 

“12 If thou fit at a bountiful table, be not greedy upon it, and fay 
not, There is much meat on it. 

13 Remember that a wicked eye is anevil thing: and what is cre- 
ated more wicked than an eye? thesefore it weepeth upon every oc- 
cafion. 

14 Stretch not thine hand whitherfoever it looketh, and thurft it 
not with him into the dith. 

15 Judge of thy neighbour by thyfclf; and be difercet in every 
point. 

16 Eat, as it become:h a man, thofe things which are fet before 
thee; and devour noi, Jest thou be hated. . 

17 Leave off firfl for manners’ fake: and be not unfatiable, Ie& 
thou offend. 

ri When thou fitef among many, reach not thine hand out firft 
of all. 

1g A very little is fufcient fora man well nurtured, and he fetch. 
eth net his wind fhort upon his bed. 

_20 Sound fleep cometh of moderate cating; he rifeth early, and 
his wits are with him; but the pain of watching, and choler, and 
pangs of the belly, are with an unfatiable man. 

21 And if thou haft been forced to eat, arife, go forth, vomit, and 
thou fhalt have ref. 

22 My fon, hear me, and defpife me not, and at the laftthou thale 
find as I told thee: in all thy works be quick, fo fhall there no fick 
nefs come unto thee. 

23 Whofo is liberal of his meat, men thal! {peak well of him: and 
the report of his good houfekeeping will be believed. 

24 But againft him that isa niggard of his meat the whole city 
fhall murmur; and the teftimonies of his niggardnefs fhall not be 
doubted of. 

. 25 Shew not thy va'iantnefsin wine; for wine hath defroyed many. 

26 The jurnace proveth the edge by dipping; fo doth wine the 
hearts of the proud by drunkenneis. 

27 Wine is as good as lile to a man, if it be drunk moderately; 
what life is then to a man that is without wine? for it was made to 
make men g'ad. 

28 Wine meafurably drunk and in feafon bringeth g’adnefs of the, 
heart, and cheerfulnefs of the mind: 

“29 But wine drunken with excefs maketh bitternels of the mind, 
with brawling and quarreling. 

go Drunkennels increafeth the rage of a fool till he offend: it de- 
minifheth ftrength, and maketh wounds. 

gt Rebuke not thy neighbour at the wine, and defpife him not 
in his nfirth: give him no defjiteful words, and prefs not upon him 
with urging him (to drink. ] 

CHAP. XNNXII. 
F thou be made the mafler [ofa feaft,| lift not thyfelfup, but be 
among them as one of the reil; take diligent care for them, and 
fo fit down. 

:a And when thou haft done all thy office, take thy place, that thou 
mayeit be merry with them, and recvive a crown for thy well order- 
ing of the feaft. : : ; 

3 Speak, thou that art the elder, for it becometh thee, but with 
found judgment: and hinder not mufick. : ; 

4 Pour not out words where there is a mufician, and fhew not 
forth wifdom out of time. : 

-5 Aconcert of mufick in a banquet of wine is as a fignuet of care 
buncle fet in gold. 

6 As 


er RE 
COMMENTARY axyp NOTES on Chap. XXXI. XXXII. XXXII. 
XXX. 5 Ne that followeth corruption, &c.] He thatis too intentin getting 


riches, fhall be corrupted and betrayed by them; or, he that feeketh greedily 
after money, fhall often tranfgrefs. see 
oe 


Apocrypha. 


6 Asa fignet of atremerald fet ina work of gold, fo is the melody 
of mofick with pleafant wine ; 


7 Speak, young man, if there be need of thee; and yet fearce'y 


when thou art twice afked. 


8 Let thy fpeech be fhort, comprehending much in few words; be | 


as one that knoweth and yet holdeth his tongue. 

g If thou be among great men, inake not thyfelf equal with them; 
and when ancient men are in place, ufe not many words. 

10 Before the thunder goeth lightning ; and before a fhamefaced 
man fhall go favour. 
: i 1. Rife up betimes, and be not the laft; but get thee home without 

elay. 

12 There take thy paftime, anddo what thou wilt: but fin not by 

prond fpeech. 


13 And for thefe things b'efs him that made thee, and hath rep!e- 


nifhed thee with his good things. 

14, Whofo feareth the Lord will receive his difcipline ; and they 
that feek him early fhall find favour. 

15 He thar fecketh the law fhall be filled therewith : but the hy- 
pocriie will be offended thereat. : 

16 They that fear the Lord fhall find judgment, and fhall kindle 
juftice as a light. 

17 A finful man will not be reproved, but findeth an excufe ac- 
cording to his wili. 

18 A man of counfel will be confiderate; but a flrange and proud 
man js not daunted with fear, even when of himfelf he hath done 
without counfel 

ig Do nothing without advice ; and when thou haft once done, 
repent not. 


20 Go not in a way wherein thou mayeft fall, and ftumble not § 


among the ftones. 

2 Be not confident in a plain way. 

22 And beware of thine own children, 

23 In every good work truft thy own foul; for this is the keep- 
ing of the commandinents. 

24 He that believeth in the Lord taketh heed to the command- 
wpent; and he that trufleth in him fhall fare never the worfe. 

CHAP. XXXIII. 
ee fhall no evil happen unto him that feareth the Lord; 
but in temptation even again he will deliver him. 

2 A wife man hateth not the law; but he that is an hypocrite 
therein is as a fhip in a ftorm, 

A man of under{tanding trufteth in the law; and the law is faith- 
ful unto bim, as an oracle. 

4. Prepare what to fay, and fo thou fhalt be heard: and bind up 
inflruétion, and then make anfwer. 

5 Phe heart of the foolifh is like a cartwheel ; and his thoughts are 
like a rol'ing axletree. 

6 A itallion horfe is as a mocking friend, he neigheth under every 
one that fitreth upon him. 

7 Why doth one day excel another, when asall the light of every 
day in the year is of the fun? - 

8 By the knowledge of the Lord they were diftinguithed : and he 
altered feafons and fea!ts. 

g some of them hath he made high days, and hallowed hem, and 
fome of them ha:h he made ordinary days. 

ro And all men are from the ground,and Adam was created of earth. 

tt In much knowledge the Lord hath divided them, and made 
their ways diverfe. 

12 Some of them hath he bleffed and exalted, and fome of them 
hath he fanélified, and fet near himfelf : but fome of them hath he 
curfed and bronght low, and turned out of their places. 

13 isthe clay is inthe potter’s hand, to fafhion it at his pleafure: 
fo man is in the hand of him that made him, to render to them as 
Jiketh him beft. 


14 Good is fet againft evil, and life againft death: fois the godly § 


againfi the finner, and the finner againft the godly. 


15 So look upon all the works of the Moft High; and there are E 


two and two, one ayainft another. 


16 I awaked up Jaft of all, as one that gathereth after the grape- J 
gatherers: by the bleffing of the Lord I profited, and filled my wine- § 


prefs like a patherer of grapes. 


17 Confider that I laboured not for myfelf only, bat for all them 


that feek learning. 

18 Hear me, QO ye great men of the people, and hearken with your 
€ars, ye rulers of the congregation. 

19 Give not thy fon and wife, thy brother and friend, power over 


thee while thou liveft, and give not thy goods to another: left it re- j 


pent thee, and thou intreat for the fame again. 


go As long as thou liveft and hait breath inthee, give not thyfelf § 


over to any. 


21 For better itis that thy children fhould feck to thee, than that 


thou fhoulde't Land to their courtefy. 


AKXX. 13 Far hye things blefs him, &c.] Mind above all to give thanks § 
to the great Creator, who hath provided fo many things for thy enjoyment. § 


Giunrrart Ret.uecrroxs on Chap. XXX. XXNID. XXXII 
In thefe chapters, moderation is recommended as an excellent virtue; alfo 
the right and proper ule of time 5 and the timely regulation of our fecular 
affairs, fo that our lait hours be not entangled or diftracted thereby, 
No. 79. 


CHAP. XXXII XXXIV. XXXV. 


® 


Apocrypha. 


ge In all thy works keep to thyfelf the preeminence; leave nota 
flain in thine honour. 

_23 At the time when thou fhalt end thy days, and finifh thy life, 
diftribute tine inheritance. ; : 

24 Fodder, a wand, and burdens, are for the afs; and bread, cor-- 
re€lion, and work, for a fervant. 

25 If thou fet thy fervant to labour, thou fhalt find ref : but if 
thou let him go idle, he thall feck liberty. va a 

26 A yoke anda collar do bow the neck : fo are tortures afid tot» 
ments for an evil fervant. : 

27 Send him to labour, that he be not idle; for idlenefs teacheth 
much evil. : 

_ 28 Set him to work, asis fit for him : if he be not obedient, put on 
hin more heavy fetters. 

: 29 Be not exceflive toward any; and without difcretion do no- 
thing. : 

go _Ifthou have a fervant, let him be unto thee as thyfelf, becaufe 
thou haft bought him with a price. ‘ 

gt If thou have a fervant, entreat him asa brother: for thou haft 
need of him, as of thine own foul: if thou entreat him evil, and he 
run from thee, which way wilt thou go to feek him ? 

CHAP. XXXIV. 
yee hopes of a man void of underftanding are vain and falfe: 
and dreams lift up fools, ~ : 

2 Whofo regardeth dreams is like him that catcheth at a fhadow, 
and followeth after the wind. 

3 The vifion of dreams is the refemblance of one thing to ano- 
ther, even as the likenefs of a face to a face. 

4 Of an unclean thing what can be cleanfed? and from that thing 
which is falfe what truth can come. 

§ Divinations, and foothfayings, and dreams, are vain: and the 
heart fancieth, as a woman’s heart in travail. 

6 If they be not fent from the Mo:t High in thy vifitation, fet not 
thy heart upon them. 

7 For dreams have deceived many, and they have failed that put 
their trafl in them. 

8 The law fhall be found perfe&l without'lies : and wifdom is per- 
fe€tion to a faithful mouth. : 

9g A man that hath travelled knoweth many things; and he that 
hath much experience will declare wifdom. 

10 He that hath no experience knoweth little: but he that hath tra- 
velled is full of prudence, 

11 When'I travelled, I faw many things; and I underftood more 
than I can exprefs. 

12 I was ofttimes in danger of death: yet I was delivered becaufe 
of thefe things. 

13 The fpirit of thofe that fear the Lord fhall live; for their hope 
is in him that faveth them. : 

14. Whofo feareth the Lord fhall not fear nor be afraid; for he is 
his hope. . ; ; 

15 Bleffed is the foul of him that feareth the Lord: to whom doth 
he look ; and who is his ftrength? ; 

16 For the eyes of the Lord are upon them that love him, he is 
their mighty proteétion and ftrong flay, a defence from heat, and a. 
cover from the fun at noon, a prefervation from flumbling, and an 
help from falling. . 

17 He raifeth up the foul, and lighteneth the eyes: he giveth 
health, Jife, and bleiling. : 

38 He that facrificeth of a thing wrongfully gotten, his offering is 
ridiculous; and the gifts of unjuft men are not accepted. ; . 

19 The Mot High is not pleafed with the offerings of the wicked; 
neither is he pacified for fin by the multitude of facrifices. 

20 Whofo bringeth an offering of the goods of the poor doeth as 
one that killeth the fon before his father’s eyes. 

21 The bread of the needy is their life; he that defraudeth him 
thereof is aman of blood. . . me 

22 He that taketh away his neighbour’s living flayeth him; and 
he that defraudeth the labourer of his hire is a bloodfhedder. 

23 When one buildeth, and another pulleth down, what profit 
have they then but labour ? : : : 

24 When one.prayeth, and another curfeth, whofe voice will the 
Lord hear ? . 

25 He that wafheth himfelf after the touching of a dead body, ifhe 
touch it again, what availeth his wafhing ? : 

26 So is it with a man that fafteth for his fins, and goeth again, 
and doeth the fame: who will hear his prayer? or what doth his 


hombling profit him ? 
CHAP. XXXV._ . 
E that keepeth the law bringeth offerings enough: he that 
H taketh heed to the commandment offereth a peace-offering. 
2 He that requiteth a good turn offereth fine flour; and he that 


giveth alms facrificeth praife. 
3 To 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on Chap. XXXIV. XXXV. XXXVI. 
SNXXIV. 18 He that facrificeth, &c.] It was a wretched notion, to fuppofe 
God would accept that as an atonement in facrifice, which was unlawfully 


cured. ‘ : 
PKK XV. 1 He that keeptth the laa, &c.] Outward facrifices are only holy 


when ney are joined with the inward facrifice of the heart. ser 





we 


Apocrypha. 


3 To depart from wickednefs is a thing pleafing to the Lord; and 
to forfake unrighteoufnefs is a propitiation. 

4 Thou thale not appear empty before the Lord. 

§ For all thefe things [are to be done] becaule of the command- 
ment. °¢ 

6 The offering of the righteous maketh the altar fat, and the {weet 
favour thereof is before the Molt High. 

7 The facrifice of a juft man is acceptable, and the memorial thereof 
fhail never be forgotten. 

8 Give the Lord his honour with a good eye, and diminifh not the 
firllfruits of thine hands. 

9 In all thy gifts thew a cheerful countenance, and dedicate thy 
tithes with gladnefs. : 

10 Give unto the Moft High according as he hath enriched thee ; 

_ and as thou haft gotten, give with a cheerful eye. 

br Ror the Lord recompenfeth, and will give thee feven times as 
much. 

12 Do not think to corrupt with gifts; for fuch he will not receive: 
and truft not to unrighteous facrifices; for che Lord is judge, and 
with him is no refpeét of perfons. 

13 He will not accept any perfon againft a poor man, but will hear 
the prayer of the oppreffed. 

14 He will not defpife the fupplication of the fatherlefs ; nor the 
widow, when fhe poureth out her complaint. 

15 Do not the tears run down the widow’s checks ? and is not 
her cry againfi him that caufeth them to fall? 

16 He that ferveth the Lord fhall be accepted with favour, and 
his prayer fhall reach unto the clouds. 

‘49 ‘The prayer of the humble pierceth the clouds : and till it come 

nigh, he will not be comforted; and will not depart, till the Mott 
High fhall behold to judge righteoufly, and execute judgment. 
_ 18 For the Lord will not be flack, neither will the Mighty be pa- 
tient toward them, till he have {miteen in funder the loins of the un- 
merciful,and repayed vengeance to the heathen ; till he have taken 
away the multitude of the proud, and broken the fceptre of the un- 
righteous ; 

19 ‘Vill he haye rendered to every man according to his deeds, and 
tothe works of men according to their devices ;till he have judged the 
caufe of his people, and made them to rejoice in his mercy. 

20 Mercy is feafonable in the time of affli€tion, as clouds of rain in 


the.time of drought. 
ae CHAP. XXXVI. 
Htxe mercy upon us, O Lord God of alJ, and behold us: 
2 And fend thy fearupon all the nations that feek not after thee. 

3 Lift up thy hand againft the ftrange nations, and let them fee 
thy power. 

4 As thou watt fanétified in us before them : fo be thou magnified 
among them before us. 

. § Andlet them know thee, as we have known thee, that there is 
no God but only thou, O God. 

6 Shew new figns, and make other ftrange wonders: glorify thy 
hand and thy right arm, that they may fet forth thy wondrous works. 

Raife up indignation, and pour out wrath: take away the ad- 
verfary, and deftroy the enemy. 

8 Make the time fhort, remember the covenant, and let them de- 
clare thy wonderful works. 

g Let him that efcapeth be confumed by the rage of the fire ; and 
let them perifh that opprefs the people. 

‘40 Smite in funder the heads of the rulers of the heathen, that fay, 
There is none other but we. 

11 Gather all the tribes of Jacob together, and inherit thou them, 
as from the beginning. 

12 O Lord, have mercy upon the people that is called by thy name, 
and upon Ifreel, whom thou haft named thy firftborn. 

13 Obemerciful unto Jerufalem, thy holy city, the place of thy ref. 

14 Fill Sion with thine unfpeakable oracles, aud thy people with 
thy glory. : 

15 Give teftimony unto thofe that thou haft poffcffed from the be- 
ginning, and raife up prophets that have been in thy name. 

16 Reward them that wait for thee, and Jet thy prophets be found 
faithful. 

17 O Lord, hear the prayer of thy fervants, according to the bleff- 
ing of Aaron over thy people, that all they which dwell upon the 
earth may know that thou art the Lord, the eternal God. 

18 The belly devourcth all meats, yet is one meat better than ano- 
ther. 

19 As the palate tafteth divers kinds of venifon: fo doth an heart 
of underftanding falfe [peeches. 

20 A froward heart caufeth heavinefs: but a man of experience 
will recompenfe him. : 

gt A woman will receive every man, yet is one daughter better 
than another. 


ne nec 


XXXVI. 24 Hechat geticth a wife, &c.] The meaning is, that no man can 
expec to profper in his temporal circumftances, unlefs his wife and he go hand 
in hand together, towards promoting their mutual ‘ntereft. 

GeneraLRerrecrionson Chap. XXXIV. XXXV. XXXVI. 
It is of the greatett importance to be well grounded in thefe principles upon 
which our eternal happinefs depends ; it behoves all true Chriftians alfo to 
3 


ECCLESIASTICUS. 


Apocrypha. 


ER AE ZC NE RITA A EEA TOM GETS 

22 ‘The beauty of a woman cheereth the countenance, and a man 
loveth nothing better. 

23 If there be kindnefs, meeknefs, and comfort in her tongue, 
then is not her hufband like other men. 

24 He that getteth a wife beginneth a poffeffion, a help like unto 
himfelf, and a pillar of reit. 

25 Where no hedge is, there the poffeffion is fpoiled : and Le thar 
hath no wife will wander up and down mourning. 

26 Who will truft a thief well appointed, that fkippeth from city 
to city? fo [who will belicve] a man that hath no houle, and lodgeth 
whercfoever the night taketh him ? 

CHAP. XXXVI. 
VERY friend faith, I am his friend alfo : but there is a friend, 
which ts only a friend in name. 

2 Js it not a grief unto death, when a companion and friend is 
turned to an enemy ? 

3 O wicked imagination, whence cameft thou in to cover the earth 
with deceit ? 

4. There is a companion, which rejoiceth in the profperity of a 
friend, but in the time of troub'e will be againft him. 

5 There is a companion, which helpeth his friend for the belly, 
and taketh up the buckler againit the enemy. 

6 Forget not thy friend in thy mind, and be not unmindful of hin 
in thy riches. 

kK very counfeller extolleth counfel; but there is fome that coun- 
felleth for himfelf. 

8 Beware ofa couinfel'er, an] know before what need he hath; for 
he will counfel for himfelf; Ie.t he caft the lot upon thee, 

g And fay unto thee, Tiy way is yood: and afterward he fland on 
the other fide, to fee what fhall befall thee. 

1o Confult not with one that fufpe&eth thee: and hide thy coun- 
fel from fuch as envy thee. 

11 Neither confult with a woman touching her of whom fhe is jea- 
Jous: neither with a coward in matters of war; nor with a merchant 
concerning exchange ; nor with a buyer of felling ; nor with an envi- 
ous man of thanktulnefs; nor with an unmerciful man touching kind- 
nefs; nor with the flothful for any work ; nor with an hireling for a 
head of finifhing work; nor with an idle fervant of much bufinefs: 
hearken not unto thefe in any matter of counfel. 

12 But be continually with a godly man, whom thou knoweft to 
keepthe commandments of the Lord, whofe mind is according to thy 
mind, and will forrow with thee, if thou {halt mifcarry. 

13 And let the counfel of thine own heart fland: for there is no 
man more faithful unto thee than it.’ 

t4 For a man’s mind is fometime wont to tell him more than fe- 
ven watchmen, that fit above in an high tower. 

15 And above all this pray to the Moft High, that he will dire& 
thy way in truth. 

ane Let reafon go before every enterprize, and counfel before every 
aétion. 

17 The countenance is a fign of changing of the heart. 

18 Four manner of things appear : good and evil, life and death: 
but the tongue ruleth over them continually. 

19 There is one that is wife and teacheth many, and yet is unpro- 
fitable to himfelf. 

20 There is one that fheweth wifdom in words, and is hated: he 
fhall be deflitute of all food. 

21 For grace is not given him from the Lord; becaufe he is de- 
prived of ail wifdom. 

22 Another is wife to himfelf; and the fruits of underftanding 
are commendable in his mouth. 

23 A wife man infru€eth his people; and the fruits of his under- 
flanding fail not. 

24 Awife man hal! be filled with bleffing ; and all they that fee 
him fhall count him happy. . 

25 The days of the lite of man may be numbered : but the days of 
Ifrael are innumerable. ; 

26 Awife man thall inherit glory among his people, and his name 
fhall be perpetual. : 

27 My fon, prove thy foul in thy life, and fee what is evil for it, 
and give not that unto it. ‘ 

28 For all things are not profitable forall men, neither hath every 
fon! pleafure in every thing. 2 ’ 

29 Be not unfatiable in any dainty thing, nor too greedy upon 
meats: 

30 For excels of meats bringeth ficknefs, and furfeiting will turn 


into choler. 
31 By furfeiting have mamy perifhed; but he that taketh heed 
prolongeth his lite. ‘ 
CHAP. XXXVIII. 
ONOUR a phyfician with the honour due unto him for the 
H ules which ye may have of him; for the Lord hath created sie 
2 For 





fhew mercy to others, as we hope for mercy from God ; and that young per- 
fons, before marriage, fhould confider each other’s tempers, in order to be 
happy in that ftate, 
COMMENTARY and NOTES on Chap. XXXVII.XXXVULXXXIX. 
“ XXXRVIL 8 Leff he caft the let upou thee.] Left he give thee fome advice 


which may be an obftruétion to thy defigns, inftead of onrans ee ae 


Apocrypha. 


2 For of the Moft High cometh healing, and he fhail receive ho- 
mour of the kin 


3 The fkill Pike phyfician thall lift up his head: and in the fight 


of great men he fhall be in admiration. 
4 The Lord hath created medicines out of the earth; and he that 
is wife will not abhorthem. 


5 Was not the water made {weet with wood, that the yirtue thereof | 


might be known? 


6 And he hath given men fkill, that he might be honoured in his | 


marvellous works. 

7 With fuch doth he heal [men, ] and taketh away their pains. 

8 OF fuch doth the apothecary make a confeation; and of his 
works there is no end; and from him is peace over a!l the earth. 


9g My fon, in thy ficknefs be not negligent: but pray unto the } 


Lord, and he will make thee whole. 


to Leave aff from fin, and order thine hands aright, and cleanfe | 


thy heart from all wickednefs. 


11 Give a fweet favour, and a memorial of fine flour; and make > 


a fat offering, as not being. 


12 Then give place to the phyfician, for the Lord hath created | 


him: let him not yo from thee, for thou haft need of him. 
13 There is a time whenin their hands there is good fuccefs. 


14 For they fhall alfo pray unto the Lord, that he would profper | 


that, which they give for eafe and remedy to prolong life. 


15 He that finneth before his Maker, let him fall into the hand of 


the phyfician. 


16 My fon, let tears fall down over the dead, and begin to lament, § 


as if thou hadft fuffered great harm thyfelf: and then cover his body 
according to the cu‘lom, and negleét not his burial. 


17 Weep bitterly, and make great moan, and ufe lamentation, as § 


he is worthy, and that a day or two, lelt thou be evil {poken of: and 
then comfort thyfelf for thy heavinefs. 


18 For of heavinefs cometh death, and the heavinels of the heart & 


breaketh firength. 


In affli€tion alfo forrow remaineth: and the life of the poor | 


is the curfe of the heart. 

20 “take no heavinefs to heart: drive it away, and remember the 
Jaf end. 

ai Forget it not, for thescis no turning again: thou fhalt not do 
him good, but hurt thyfelf. 


22 Remember my judgment; for thine alfo fhall be fo; ycflerday 


for me, and to day for thee. 
23 When the dead is at reft, Jet his remembrance reft; and be 
comforted for him, when his fpirit is departed from him. 


24 The wifdom of a learned man cometh by opportunity of Tei- 


fure: and he that hath little bufinefs fha!l become wile. 


25 How can he get wifdom that ho'deth the plough, and that glo- 


.riech in the goad, that driveth oaen, and is occupied in theirlabours, 
and whofe talk is of bu'locks? 

26 He giveth his mind to make furrows: and is diligent to give 
the kine fodder. 

27 So every carpenterand workmafter, that laboureth night and day: 
and they that cutand grave feals, and are diligentto make great variety, 
and give themfelves to counterfeit imagery,and watch to hnilh a work: 

28 ‘Lhe fmith alfo fiting by the anvil, and confidering the iron 
work, the vapour of the fire wafteth his fleth, and he fighteth with 


the heat of the furnace: the noife of the hummer and the anvil is 


ever in his ears, and his eyes look fill upon the pattern of the thing 
that he maketh: he fetteth his :nindto finifh his work, and watcheth 
to polith it perfeétly : 

29 So doth the potter fitting at his work, and turning the whecl 
about with his feet, who is alway carefully fet at his work, and mak- 
eth all his work by number; 

30 He fafhioneth the clay with his arm, and boweth down his 
ftrength before his feet; he applicth himfelf to lead it over; and he 
is diligent to make clean the furnace: 

31 All thefe truftto their hands: and every onc is wife in his work, 

32 Without thefe cannot a city be inhabited: and they fha!l not 
dwell where they will, nor go up and down: 

33 They thall not be fought for in public connfel, nor fit high in 
the congregation: they fhall not fir on the judge’s feat, nor under- 
fland the fentence ef judgment: they cannot declare juftice and 
judgment; and they fhall not be found where parables are fpoken. 

34 But they will maintain the flate of the world, and [all] their 
defire is in the work of their craft. 

CHA P. NXXIX. 
UT he that giveth his mind to the Jaw of the Moft High, and 
is occupied in the meditation thereof, will feck cut the wifdom 
of ali the ancient, and be occupied in prophecies. 

2 He will keep the fayings of the renowned men: and where fub- 
til parables are, he will be there alfo. 

3 He will feek out the fecrets of grave featences, and be conver- 
fant in dark parables. 





XXXVI 15 He that finneth before bis Blazer, &c.) He that finneth 
grievoufly againit God, thal! be long and grievoufly afflicted with ficknefs, fo 
as to be almoft continually under the hands of a phyfician. 

XAXNIX. 28 There be fpirus, &c.] God has often employed men, and 
even keathens, as inftruments of vengeance upon thofe who rebel againit him. 


CHAP. XXXIX. XL. 





Abocry pha. 


_4 He fhall ferve among great men, and appear before princes: he 
will travel through ftrange countries ; for he hath tried the good and 
the evil among men. 

5 He will give his heart to refort early tothe Lord that made him, 
and will pray before the Moft High, and will open his mouth in prayer, 
and make fupplication for his fins. ; 

6 When the great Lord will, he fhall be filled with the fpirit of 
underftanding: he fhall pour out wife fentences, and givethanks unto 
the Lord in his prayer. 

7 He thall dirc& his counfel and knowledge, and in his fecrets fhall 
he meditate. 

8 He fhatl fhew forth that which he hath learned, and thall glory 
in the law of the covenant of the Lord. : 

9 Many thall comment his underftanding; and fo long as the world 
endureth, it fhall not be blotted out; his memorial fhall not depart 
away, and his name fhall live from generation to generation. 

10 Nations fhall fhew forth his wifdom, and the congregation fhall 
declare his praife. 

11 If hedie, he fhall leave a greater name than a thoufand: and 
if he live, he thall increafe it, 

12 Yet havel more to fay, which I have thought upon; for I am 
filled as the moon at the full. 

13 Hearken unto me, ye holy children, and bud forth as a rofe 
growing by the brook of the field: . 

14 And give yea fweet favour as frankincenfe, and flourifh as a 
lily, tend forth a {inell, and fing a fong of praife, blefs the Lord in all 
his works. , 

15 Magnify his name, and fhew forth his praife with the fongs of 
your lips, and with harps, and in praifing him ye thall fay after this | 
manner: 

16 Ail the works of the Lord are exceeding good, and whatfoever 
he commandeth fhall be accomplifhed in due feafon. 

17 And none may fay, What is this? wherefore is that? for at 
time convenient they fhall all be fought out: at his commandment 
the waters flood as an heap, and at the words of his mouth the Tecep» 
tacles of waters. 

218 At his commandment is done whatfocyer pleafeth him; and 
none can hinder, when he will fave, ? Co 

19 The works of all fieth are before him, and nothing can be hid 
frean his eycs, 

zo He feeth from everlafting to everlafting; and there is nothing 
wonderful before him. . 

21 A man need not to fay, What is this? wherefore is that? for 
he kath made all thjngs for their ufes. 

22 His bleffing covered thedry landasa river,and watered itaga flood, 

23 As he hath turned the waters into faltnefs: fo thall the heathen 
inherit his wrath. 

2.4 As his ways are plain unto the holy; fo are they ftumbling- 
blocks unto the wicked. 

25 For the good are good things created from the beginning: fo 
evil things for linvers, 

. 26 The principal things for the whole ufe of man’s life are Water, 
fire, iron, and falt, four of wheat, honey, milk, and the blood of the 
grape, and oil, and clothing. 

27 All thefethings are fur good to the godly: fo to the finners they 
are turned into evil. 

28 There be fpirits that are created for vengeance, which in their 
fury lay on foraftrokes ; in the time of deftruétion they pour out their 
force, and appeafe the wrath of him that made them. 

29 Fire, and hail, and famine, and ceath, all thefe were created for 
vengeance 3 . 

30 Teeth of wild beafts, and fcorpions, ferpents, and the {word, 
punifhing the wicked to deftru€tion. ; 

3t They thall rejoice in his commandment, and they fhall be ready 
upon earth, when need is; and when their time is come, they fhall 
not tranferefs his word. 

32 Therefore from the beginning 1 was refolved, and thought upon 
thete things, and have left them in writing, ’ 

33 All the works of the Lord are good: and he will give every 
needful thing in due feafon. 

34 So that a man cannot fay, Thisis worfe than that: for in time 
they fhall all be well approved. 

35 And therefore praife ye the Lord with the whole heart and 
mouth, and blefs the name of the Lord. 

CHAP. XL. 
REAT travail is created for every man, and anheavy yoke is upon 
’ the fons of Adam, from the day that they go out of their mo- 
ther’s womb, till the day rhat they return to the mother of all things. 

2 Their imagination of things to come, and the day of death, [trau- 
bie} their thoughts, and [caufe] fear of heart ; 

From him that fitteth on 9 throne of glory, unto him that is 
humbled in earth and afhes 5 
4 From 





Generat Reritections on Chap. XXXVII. XXXVIII. XXXIX, 
In thefe chapters we are cautioned againit prejudices: not to reject phy &ci- 
ans, under the divine blefiing; nor to be inattentive to the education of 
youth, but furnith their tender minds with ufeful knowledge from the wife 


fayings of the angients, 
COMMENTARY 


Apocrypha. 


4. From him that weareth purple and a crown, unto him that is 
alothed with a linen frock. 

§ Wrath, and envy, trouble, and unquietnefs, fear of death, and 
anger, and ftriie, and in the time of reft upon his bed his night fleep, 
do change his knowledge. : 

6 A Iyttle or nothing is his reft, and afterward he is in his flcep, as 
ina day of keeping watch, troubled in the vifion of his heart, as if he 
were efcaped out of a battle. 

7 Whenall is fafe, he awaketh, and marvelleth that the fear was 
nothing. 

8 (Such things happen] unto all flefh, both man and beaft, and 
that is fevenfold more upon finners. 

g Death, and bloodthed, ftrife, and {word, calamities, famine, tri- 
bulation, and the feourge ; 

1o Thefe things are created for the wicked, and for their fakes 
came the flood. 7 

1x All things that are of the earth fhall turn to the earth again: 
and that which is of the waters doth return into the fea. 

12 All bribery and injuftice fhall be blotted out: but true dealing 
fhall endure for ever. 

13 The goods of the unjuft fhall be dried up likea river, and fhaHl 
vanifh with noife, like a great thunder in rain. 

14. While he openeth his hand he fhall rejoice: fo fhall tranfgref- 
fors conve to nought. 

15 The children of the ungadly fhall not bring forth many branches; 
but are as uncléan roots upon a hard rock. 

16 The weed growing upon every water and bank of a river fhall 
be pulled up before all grafs. 

17 Bountifiulnefs is asa moft fruitful garden, and mercifulnefs en- 
dureth for ever. 

x8 To labour, and to be content with that a man hath, tsa fweet 
life: but he that findeth a treafure is above them both. 

1g Children and the building of a city continue a man’s name: 
but a blamelefs wife is counted above them both. 

go Wineand mufick rejoice the heart: but the love of wifdom is 
above them both. 

at The pipe and the pfaltery make fweet melody: but a pleafant 
tongue is above them both. 

22 Thine eye defireth favour and beauty: but more than both corn 
while it is green. . 

23 A friend and companion never meet amifs: but above both isa 
wife with her hufband. 

24 Brethren and help are againft time of trouble: but alms fhall 
deliver more than them both. 

’ a5 Gold and filver make the foot fland fure: but counfel is efteemed 
above them both. 

26 Riches and ftrength lift up the heart: but the fear of the Lord 
is above them both: there is no want in the fear of the Lord, and it 
needeth not to feck help. 

ea The fear of the Lord is a fruitful garden, and covercth him above 
all glory. 

8 My fon, lead not a beggar’s life ; for better it is to die than to beg. 

2g The life of him that dependeth on another man’s table is not 
to be counted for a life; for he polluteth himfelf with other men’s 
meat: but a wife man well nurtured will beware thereof. 

o Begging is fweet in the mouth of the fhamelefs: but in his 
belly there fhall burn a fire. 

CHAP. XLI. 

Death, how bitter is the remembrance of thee ‘to 2 man that 

liveth at reftin his poffeffions, unto the man that hath nothing 

to vex him, and that hath profperity in all things: yea, unto him that 
is yet able to receive meat! : 

2 O death, acceptable is thy fentence unto the needy, and unto him 
whofe ftrength faileth, that is now in the laft age, and is vexed with 
all things, and to him that defpaireth, and hath loft patience ! 

‘ Fear not the fentence of death, remember them that have been 
before thee, and that come after; for this is the fentence of the Lord 
over all flefh. 

4. And why art thou againft the pleafure of the Moft High? there 
is‘no inquifition in the grave, whether thou have lived ten, or an hun- 
dred, or a thoufand years. 

§ The children of finners are abominable children, and they that 
are converfant in the dwelling of the ungodly. 

6 The inheritance of finners’ children fhall perifh, and their pof- 
terity fhall have a perpetual reproach. 

7. The children will complain of an ungodly father, becaufe they 
fhall be seproached for his fake. 

8 Woe be unto you, ungodly men, which have forfaken the law of 
the mofthigh God! for if ye increafe, it fhall be to your deftru€tion : 

g_ And if ye be born, ye fhall be born toa curfe: and if yedie, a 
curfe fhall be your portion. 

- go All that-are of the earth fhall turn to earth again: fo the un- 
frodly fhall go from a curfe to deftruction. ve 


SD 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XL. XLI. XLII. 
XL. 13 The goods of the unjuft, &c.] The juftice of God will blaft all 
thofe riches which have been acquired by fraud and oppreffion. 
SLI 12 Have regard to thy name, &c.] ‘To prelerve a good name, is 





ECCLESIASTICUS. 





Apocrypha. 
iri The mourning of men is about their budies: butan ill name of 
finners fhall be blotted out. : : 
a2 Have regard to thy name; for that fhall continue with thee 
above a thoufand great treafurcs of gold. 

13, A good life hath but few days: but a good nameendureth for 
ever. 

14 My children, keep difciplinc in peace: for wifdom that is hid, 
and a treafure that is not feen, what profit is in them both 7 

1s Aman that hideth his foolifhnefs is better taan a man that 
hideth his wifdom. 

16 Therefore be fhamefaced according to my word: fer it is not 
good to retain all fhamefacednefs ; neither is it altoget her approved in 
every thing. 

17 Be afhamed of whoredom before father and mother: and of a 
lic before a prince anda mighty man ; 

18 Of an offence before a judge and ruler; of iniquity before a 
congregationand people; of unjuft dealing before thy partner and friend; 

1g And of theft in regard of the place wv here thou fojourneft, and 
in regard of the truth of God and his covenant; and to Jean with 
thine elbow upon the meat; and of fcorning to give and take ; 

20 And of filence before them that falute thee; and to look upon 
an harlot ; 

21 And to turn away thy face from thy kinfman; orto take away 
a portion ora gift; or to gaze upon another man’s wife ; 

22 Or to be overbuly with his maid, and come not near her bed ; 
or of upbraiding {pceches before friends ; and after thou haft given, 
upbraid not ; 

23 Or of iterating and {peaking again that which thou haft heard ; 
and of revealing of {ucrets. 

24 So fhalt thou be truly thamefaced, and find favour before all men. 

CHAP. XLII. 
F thefe things be not thou afhamed, and accept no perfon to fin 
thereby : 

2 Of the aw of the Moft High, and his covenant; and of judg- 
ment to jultify the ungodly 5 

3 Of reckoning with thy partners and travellers; or of the gift of 
the heritage of friends 5 

4. Of exaGtnefs of balance and weights ; or of getting much or little ; 

5 And of merchants’ indifferent felling ; of much correction of 
children ; and to make the lide of an evil fervant to bleed. 

_ 6 Sure keeping is good, where an evil wife is; and fhut up, where 
many hands are. 

Deliver all things in number and weight; and put all in writing 
thar thou givelt out, or receivelt in. 

8 Be not afhamed to inform the unwife and foolifh, and the ex- 
treme aged that contendeth with thofe that are young: thus fhalt thou 
be truly learned, and approved of all men living. 

g The father waketh for the daughter, when no man knoweth ; 
and the care for her taketh away fleep; when fhe is young, lelt the 
pafs away the flower of her age; and being married, left fhe fhould 
be bated : 

10 In her virginity, left fhe fhould be defiled and gotten with child 
in her father’s houfe ; and having an hufband, left fhe fhould mifbe- 
have herfelf; and when fhe is married, left fhe fhould be barren. 

11 Keep a fure watch overa fhamelefs daughter, left fhe make thee 
a Jaughingltock to thine enemies, and a byword in the city, and a re- 
proach among the people,and make thee aiharned before the multitude. 

12 Behold not every body’s beauty, and fit not in the midftuf women. 

13 For from garments cometh a moth, and from women wickednefs. 

14 Better is the churlifhnefs of a man than a courteous woman, a 
woman, J fay, which bringeth fhame and reproach. 

15 I will now remember the works of the Lord, and declare the 
things that Ihave feen: In the words of the Loid are his works, 

16 The fun that giveth light looketh upon all things, and the work 
thereof is full of the glory ot the Lord. 

17 The Lord hath not given power to the faints to declare all his 
marvellous works, which the Almighty Lord firmly fettled, that what- 
foever is might be eftablifhed for his glory. 

18 He fecketh out the deep, and the heart, and confidercth their 
crafty devices: forthe Lord knoweth all that may be known, and he 
beholdeth the figns of the world. 

19 He declareth the things that are paft, and for to come, and re- 
vealeth the fteps of hidden things. 

20 No thought efcapeth him, neither any word is hidden from him. 

21 He hath garnifhed the excellent works of his wifdom, and he is 
from everlafting to everlafting: unto him may nothing be added, nei- 
ther can he be diminifhed, and he hath no need of any counteller. 

22 Oh how defirable are all his works! and that a man may fee - 
even to a {park. 

23 All thefe things live and remain for ever for all ufes, and they 
are all obedient. 

24 All things are double one againft another: and he hath made 
nothing imperfect. 





25 One 
rr A 


“15 In the words of the Lord, &c.] God need only to fpeak the 
word, and the thing is done. 


2 GENERAL 


filled with beholding his glory? 
‘ Cc 


Apocrypha. 
25 "ag One thing eftablifheth the good of another, and who fall be gg © Rich mea Taroiihed Given ener eernnit nee thing eftablifheth the good of another, and who fhall be 


HAP. XUIMi, 
en pride of the height, the clear firmament, the beauty of hea- 
ven, with his glorious fhew ; 

2 The fun when it appeareth, “declaring at his rifing a marvellous ° 
inftrument, the work of the Moft High: 

3 At noon it Pparcheth the country, and who can abide the burn- 
ing heat thereof + 

4 A man blowing a furnace is in works of heat, but the fun burneth 
the mountains three times more; breathing out fiery vapours, and 
fending forth bright beams, it dimmeth the eyes. 

5 Great is the Lord that made it; and at his commandment it 
runneth haftily. ~ 

6 He madethe moon alfo to ferve in her feafon for a declaration 
of times, and a fign of the world. 

7 From the moon is the fi fign of feafts, a light that decreafeth in her 
perfe€tion. 

8 The manth is ca!led after her name, increafing wonderfully in 
her changing, being an inflrument of the armies above, fhining in the 
firmament of heaven: 

The beauty of heaven, the glory of the ftars, an ornament giv- 
ing light in the highett places of the Lord. 

1o At the commandment of the Holy One they will ftand in their 
order, and never faint in their watche:. 

at Look upon the rainbow, and praife him that made it; 
beautifulit isin the brightnels thereof. 

42 It compaffeth the heaven about with a glorious circle, and the 
Bends of the Moft Iiigh have bended it. 

By his commandment he maketh the fnow to fall apace, and 
fondeth fwiftly the lig! nenings of hi judsment. 

14 Through this ‘the treafures are opened ; and clouds fly forth 
as fowls. 

15 By his great power he maketh the clouds firm, and the hail- 
ftones are broken {mall. 

16 At his fight the mountains are fhaken, and at his will the fouth 
wind bloweth. 

197 The noife of the thunder maketh. the earth to tremble: fo doth 
the northern ftorm and the whirlwind: as birds flying be fcattereth 
the fnow, and the falling down thereof is as the lighting of graf- 
hoppers : 

18 The eye marvelleth at the beanty of the whitenefs thereof, and 
the heart is aftonifhed at the raining of it 

19 The hoarfroft alfo as falt he poureth on the earth, and being 
congealed, it lieth on the top of fharp flakes. 

20 When the cold north wind bloweth, and the water is congealed 
into ice, it wLideth upon every gathering together of water, and cloth- 
eth the water as with a breaftplate. 

a1 It devoureth the mountains, and burneth the wildernefs, and 
confumeth the grafs as fire. 

_22 A prefent remedy or all is a mift coming {peedily: a dew com- 
ing after heat refrefheth. 

23 By his coun(el he appeafeth the deep, and planteth iflands therein. 

24 They that fail on the fea tell of the danger thereof; and when 
we hear it with our cars, we marvel thereat. 

25 For thercin be frange and wondrous works, variety of all kinds 
of beafts and wha'es created. 

26 By him the end of them hath profperous fuccefs, and by his 
word all things confift. 

27 We may {peak much, and yet come fhort: wherefore in fum, 


he is all. : ‘ 
28 How fhall we ve able to magnify him? for he is great above 


all his works. 
29 The Lord is terrible and very great, and marvellous is his power. 
o When ye glorify the Lord, exalt him as much as ye can; for 
even yet will he far exceed; and when ye exalt him, put forth all 
your ftrength, and be not weary: for ye can never go far enough. 
1 Who hath feen him, that he might tell us? and who can mag- 
nity him as he is? 
2 There are yet hid greater things than thele be, for we have feen 


but a few of his works. 
33 For the Lord hath mate all things; and to the godly hath he 


given wifdom. 
CHAP. XLIV. 

ET us now praife famous men, and our fathers that eee us. 
L 2g The Lord hath wrought great glory by them through his great 
power from the beginning. 

g Such as did bear rule in their kingdoms, men renowned for their 
power, giving counfel by their underftanding,and declaring prophecies: 
4 Leadersof the people oy their counfels, and by theirknowledge of 
learning meet for the people, w ife and eloquent i in their inftruétions: 
§ Suchas found out mufical tunes, ane recited verfes in writing : 


very 


Genenar Rernectiowns on Chap. XL. XLI. XLII. 

Is is gaod to be enabled to fuffer with patience the affliting hand of God; to 
be found in the practice of every moral and religious duty ; and that children 
beware, left by grieving their parents, they entail mifery upon themfelves. 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XLIV. 
38 Their feed foall, &c.} Mercy being the darling attribute of God, the 


No. 79. 


CHAP. XLII. XLIV. XLV. 


te A toned 


Re Ne me 
6 Rich men furnifhed with ability, living peaceably in their habi- 
tations: 

7 All thefe were honoured in their generations, and were the 
glory of their times. 

8 There be of them, that have left a name behind them, that their 
praifes might be reported. 

9 And fome there be, which have no memoria’ 
as though they had never been; and are become as 
never been born; and their children after them. 

to But thefe were merciful men, whofe righteoufnefs hath not 
been forgotten. 

It ith their feed fhall continual nce 
and their children are within the aie Rea 

12 Their feed flandeth fait, and their children for their fakes. 

13 Their feed fhall remain ior ever, and their glory fhall not be 
blotted out. 

14. Their bodies are buried in Peace; but their name liveth for 
evermore, 

15 The people will tell of their. 
thew forth their praife. 

16 Enoch p'eafed the Lord, and was tranflated, being an example 
of repentance to all generations. 

17 Noah was found perfect and righteous; in the time of wrath 
he was taken in exchange Lie the world:] therefore was he left as a 
remnant unto the earth, when the flood came. 

18 An everlafting covenant was made with him, that al! fleth fhould 
perifh no more by the flood. 

tg Abraham wasa great father of man ople: in 
‘dane like unto him: e ee glory mente 

20 Who kept the law of the Moft High, and was in covenant with 
him; he eftablifhed the covenant in his flefh; and when he was 
proved, he was found faithful. 

21 Therefore he affured him by an oath, that he would blefs the 
nations in his feed, and that he would multiply him as the duft of the 
earth, and exa't his feed as the ftars, and caufe them to inherit from 
fea to fea, and from the river unto the utmoft part of the land. 

22 With Ifaac did he eftablifh likewife [for Abraham his father’s 
fake] the bleffing | of all men, and the covenant. 

23 And made it reft upon the head of Jacob. He acknowledged 
him in his bleifing, and gave him an heritage,and divided his portions; 
among the twelve tribes did ire part them. —< 

CHAP. XLV. 
ND ke brought out of him a merciful man, which found favour 
in the fight of all flefh, e.en Mofes, beloved of God and men, 
whofe memorial is bleffed. 
2 He made him like to the glorious faints, and magnified him, fo 
ae his enemies ftood in fear of him. 

3, By his words ke caufed the wonders to ceafe, and he made! im 
glorious in the fight, of kings, and gave him a commandment for his 
people, and fhewed him part of his glory. ° 

4 He fanctified him éx is faithfulnmefs and meeknefs, and chofe him 
out of all men. 

5 He madc him to hear his voice, and brought him into the dark 
cloud, and gave him commandments before his Lec. even the law of 
life and knowledge, that he might teach Jacob his covenants, and 
Ifrael his judgments. 

6 He exalted Aaron, an holy man like unto him, even his brotl.er, 
of tl.e tribe of Levi. 

7 An everlafting covenant he made with him, and gave him the 
prieiihood among the people: he beautified him with comely orna- 
ments, and clothed him with a robe of glory. 

8 He put upon him perfeét glory ; and ftrengthened him with rich 
garments, with breeches, witha long robe, and the ephod. 

g And he compaffed him with pomegranates, and with many 
golden bells round about, that as he went there might be a found, 
and a noife made that might be heard in the temple, for a memorial to 
the children of his people; 

10 With an holy garment, with gold, and blue filk, and purple, the 
work of the embroiderer, with a brea(tplate of judgment, and with 
Urim and Thummim: 

ir With rwifted {carlet, the work of the cunning workman, with 
precious ftones graven like feals, and fet in gold, the work of the 

eweller, with a writing engraved for a memorial, after the number 
of the tribes of Ifrael. 

12 He feta crown of gold upon the mitre, wherein was engraved 
Holinefs, an ornament of honour, a cofily work, the defires of the 
eyes, goodly and beautiful. 

13 Before him there were none fuch, neither did ever any-ftranger 
ee on, but only his children and ‘his children’s children perpe- 
tually. 

ah Their facrifices fhall be wholly confumed every day twice 
continually. 


; who are perithed, 
though they had 


wifdom, and the congregation will 


15 Mofes 





merciful man is therefore declared to be the obje&t of his favour, as well as 


beneficial to his fellow-creatures. 
Generar ReFrectrons on Chap. XLIV. 


We are in this chapter admonifhed to form proper ideas of the oe Bein oe 
from the works of his hands: to be ©f.a merciful fpirit; and to ferve G 
in trath end righteoufnefs, 


2 


COMMENTARY 


“Apocrypha. "ECCLESIASTICUS. | Apocrypha. 


18 And he deftroyed the rulers of thé Tyrians, and all the princes 
of the Philifines. 
3g And before his long fleep he made proteflations in the fight of 
the Lord and his anointed, I have not taken any man’s goods, fo 
E much as a fhoc; andno man did accule him. 
5 20 And alter his death he prophefied, and fhewed the king his end, 
and lifted up his voice from the earth in prophecy, tu blot out the 
wickednefs of the people. 
x” CHAP. XLVII. 
d A ND after him rofe up Nathan to prophefy in the time of David. 
2 Asis the fattaken away from the peace offering, fowa 
David chofen opt of the children of Ifrael. 
3 He played with lions as with kids, and with bears as with lambs. 
4 Slew he nota giant, when he was yet but young? and did he 
not take away reproach from the people, when he lifted up his hand 
with the ftone in the {1.13z, and beat down the boafting of Goliath? 





















15 Mofes confecrated him, and anointed him with ‘holy oil: this 
was appointed unto him by aneverlafting covenant, and to his feed, § 
fo long as the heavens fhould remain, that they fhould min fler unto Bf 
him, and execute the office of the priefthood, and blefs the people in 
his name. ; 

16 He chofe him out of all men living to offer facrifices to the 
Lord, incenfe, and a {weet favour, for a memorial, to make reconci- 
liation for his people. . 

17 He gave unto him his commandments, and authority in the 
Statutes of judgments, that hv fhould teach Jacob the teftimonies, and f 
inform If{rael in his laws. ; 

. 18 Strangers confpired together againft him, and maligned him in § 
the wildernefs, even the men that were of Dathan’s and Abiron’s fide, 
and the congregation of Core, with fury and wrath. : 

, 419 This the Lord faw,’ and it difpleafed him, and in his wrathful [ff 
indignation were they confumed; he did wonders upon them, to con- 
; : § For he called upon the moft High Lord; and he gave him flrength 


fume them with the fiery flame. BO Te : : 
20 But he made Aaron more honourable, and gave bim an heritage, ff} in his right hand to flay that mighty warrior, and fet up the horn of 


‘and divided unto him the firftfruits of the increafe: efpecially he R@ his people : . 
prepared bread in abundance: 6 So the people honoured him with ten thoufands, and praifed him 


2t For they cat of the facrifices of the Lord, which he gave I in the blelitngs of the Lord, in that he gave him a crown of glory. 
‘unto him and his feed. i 7 For he deftroyed the cnemies on every fide, and brought to 
22 Howbeit in the land of the people he had no inheritance, nei- nonght the Philiflines his adverfaries, and brake their horn in funder 


ther had he ony portion among the people; for the Lord himfelf is ff} unto this day. . 
his portion and inheritance. : 8 In all Ins works he pratfed the Holy One moft high with words 


22 The third in glory is Phinets the fon of Eleazar, becaufe he §¥ of glory; with his wiiole heart he fang fongs, and loved him that 
made him. 


had zeal in the fear of the Lord, and flood up with good courage of fF : 
heart when the people were turned back, and made reconciliation for §f 9 He fet fingers alfo before the altar, that by their voices they 
Ifrael.’ / : : a4 might make {weet melody, and daily fing praifes in their fongs : 

24 Theréfore was there a covenant of peace made with him, that ff 10 He beautified their fealts, and fer in order the folemn times 
he thould be the chief of the fan@tuary and of his people, and that ke gf until the end, that they might praife his holy name, and that the tem- 
and his pofterity (hould have the dignity of the pricflhood for ever! J p'c might found from morning. 

25 According to the covenant made with David fon of Jeffe, of BF 11 The Lord took away his fins, and exalted his horn for ever: he 
the tribe of Juda, that the inheritance of the king fhould be to his §§ gave him acovenant of kings, anda throne of glory in Ifrael. 
pofterity alone: fo the inheritance of Aaron fhould alfo be unto his feed. 12 After him rofe up a wife fon, and for his fake he dwelt at large. 

26 God give you wifdom in your heart to judge his people in righ~ § 13 Solomon reigned in a peaceable time, and was honoured; for 
teoufnels, that their good things be not abolifhed, and that their glory —§ God made all quiet round about him, that he might build an houle 
may endure for ever. : ; f in his name, and prepare his fanétuary for ever. 

CHAP. XLVI. 


14 How wife waft thou in thy youth, and as a flood, filled witl 
ESUS the fon of Nave was valiant in the wars, and was the fuc- J underftanding! 
ceffor of Mofesin prophecies, who according to his name was § 15 Thy foul covered the whole earth, and thou filledft it with 
made great for the faving of the elect of God, and taking vengeance ff dark parables. 
of the enemies that rofe up againft them, that he might fet Ifracl ff 16 Thy name went far unto the iflands: and for thy peace thou 
in their inheritance. 


waft beloved. 
2.How great glory gat he, when he did lift up his hands, and 17 The countries marvelled at thee for thy fongs, and proverbs, 
ftretched out his fword againft the cities! : 


and parables, and interpretations. eis: 
3 Who before him fo {tvuod to it? for the Lord himfelf brought 18 By the name of the Lord God, which is called the Lord God 
his enemies unto.him. 


of Ifrael, thou didit gather gold as tin, and didft multiply filver as lead. 
; 4 Did not the fun go back by his means; and was not one day as Jf 19 Thou didit bow thy loins unto women, and by thy body thou 
ong as two? “2 


Oe : } wail brought into fubje€tion. 
5 He called upon the mioft high Lord, when the enemies preffed 20 Thou didft ftain thy honour, and pollute thy feed; fo that thou 
upon him on every fide; and the great Lord heard him. . broughteft wrath upon thy children, and waft grieved for thy fally. 
6 And with hailftones of mighty power he made the battle to fall 21 So the kingdom was divided, and out of Ephraim ruled a re- 
violently upon the nations, and in the defcent ber Bethhoron} he de- bellious kingdom. 
Stroyed themthat refifted, that the nations mightknow allthcir f'rength, 22 But the Lord will never leave off his mercy, neither fhall any 
becaufe he fought in the fight of the Lord, and he followed the of his works perifh, neither will he abolifh the poflerity of his eleét, 
Mighty One. ; and the feed of him that loveth him he will not take away : wherefore 
.. 7 In the time of Mofes alfo he dida work of mercy, he and Caleb he gave a remnant unto Jacub, and out of him a root of David. 
the fon of Jephunne, in that they withftood the’ congregation, and 23 Thus refled Solomon with his fathers, and of his feed he left 
wit held the people from fin, and appeafed the wicked murmuring. §§ behind him Roboam, even the foolifhnefs of the people, and one that 
8 And of fix hundred thoufand people on foot, they two were pre- had no underftanding, who turned away the people through his coun- 
ferved ‘o bring them into the heritage, even unto the land that flow- fel. There wasalfo Jeroboam the fon of Nebat, who caufed Ifrael 
eth with milk and honey. : to fin, and fhewed Ephraim the way of fin: 
g The Lord gave ftrength alfo wnto Caleb, which remained with 24 And their fins were multiplicd exceedingly, that they were 
him unto his old age, fo that he entered upon the high places of the driven out of the land. 
Jand, and his feed obtained it for an heritage : . 25 For they fought out all wickednefs, till the vengeance came 
“10 Thatall the children of Ifrael might fee that it is good to fol- $4 upon them. 
low the Lord. re j - CHAP. XLVIII. 
rr And concerning the judges, every one by name, whofe heart HEN ftood up Elias the propher as fire, and his word burned 
went not a whoring, nor departed from the Lord, Jet their memory §] like a lamp. 
be bleiled. 2 He brought a fore famine wpon them, and by his zeal he dimi- 
12 Let their bones flourith out of their place, and let the name of nifhed their number. 
them that were honoured be continued upon their children. 3 By the word of the Lord he fhut up the heaven, and alfo three 
13 Samuel, the prophet of the Lord, beloved of his Lord, efta- times brought down fire. 
blifhed a kingdom, and anointed princes over his people. F 4. O Elias, how waft thou honoured in thy wondrous deeds! and 
14 By the law of the Lord he judged the congregation, and the | who may glory like unto thee! 
Lord had refpe&t unto Jacob. ; 5 Who didft raife up a dead man from death, and his foul from 
15 By his faithfulnefs he was found a true prophet, and by his the place of the dead, by the word of the mo(t High: 
word he was known te be faithful in vifion. , 6 Who broughteft kings to deftru€tion, and honourable men from 
16 He cailed upon thé Mighty Lord, when his enemies preffed their bed: ; 
him on every fide, wheri he offered the fucking lamb. 7 Who heardeft the rebuke of the Lord in Sinai, and in Horeb 
17 And the Lord thundered from heaven, and with a great noife the judgment of vengeance : : 
made his voice to be heard. : 8 Whe 


A A SS 
COMMENTARY axp” NOTES on CHAP. XLVI. XLVII. 
XLVI. 20-dnd after bis death be prophefied, &c.} .The meaning is, that 

Samuel’s prediction was realized after the death of the prophet. : 
XLVI: 20 Thou did? frain thy honour, &c.] Solomons by indulging 
_ his fenfual appetite for women, forfeited the favour of God. Si , 





GeneraL REFLECTIONS on Chan, XLVIL XLVIL 
We fhould follow our anceftors as they followed Chrift, ifwe expeét a fharein 
their eternal inheritance: to this end, religion fhould influence our ‘hearts, 
virtue dire&t our fteps, and the fear of God be continually befoge our eyes: 


and then, by divine mercy, we fhall, after death, partake of eterna! happine/s. 
. Poe : eee COMMENTARY 


Apocrypha. 





8 Who anointedit kings to take revenge, and prophets to fucceed 
after him : 

9 Who was taken up in a whirlwind of fire, and in a chariot of 
fiery horfes : 

10 Who was ordained for reproofs in their times, to pacify the wrath 
of the Lord’s judgment, before it brake forth into fury, and to turn 
the heart of the father unto the fon, and to reftore the tribes of Jacob. 

12 Bleffed are they that faw thee, and flept in love ; for we fhall 
furel y live. 

12 Elias it was, who was covered with a whirlwind: and Elifeus 
was filled with his fpirit: whilft he lived, he was not moved with the 
prefence of any prince, neither could any bring him into fubjection. 

13 No word could overcome him ; and after his death his body 
prophefied. 

14, He did wonders in his life, and at his death were his works 
marvollous. 

15 For all this the pedple repented not, neither departed they from 
their fins, till they were fpoiled and carried out of their land, and were 
fcattered through all the earth : yet there remained a fall people, and 
a ruler in the houfe of David : : 

16 Of whom fome did that which was pleafing to God, and fome 
multiplied fins. 

17 Ezekias fortified his city, and brought in water into the midi 
thereof: he digged the hard rock with iron, and made wells for waters. 

18 In his time Sennacherib came up, and fent Rabfaces, and lifted 
up his hand againft Sion, and boafted proudly. 

sg Then trembled their hearts and hands, and they were in pain, 
aS women in travail, R 

20 But they called upon the Lord which is merciful, and f{tretched 
out their hands toward him: and immediately the Holy One heard 
them out of heaven, and delivered ihem by the miniftry of Efay. 

at He {mote the holt of the Affyrians, and his angel deftroyed 
them. 

22 For Ezekias had done the thing that pleafed the Lord, and was 
ftrong in the ways of David his father, as Elay the prophet, who was 
great and faithful in his vifion, had commanded him. | 
nec? In his time the fun went back ward, and he lengthened the king’s 

ife. 

24 He faw by an excellent fpirit what fhould come to pafs at the 
Jaft, and he comforted them that mourned in Sion. 

25 He thewed what fhould come to pafs for ever, and fecret things 


er ever they came. 
CHAP. XLIX. 
“3 E remembrance of Jofias is hke the compofition of the per- 
fume that is made by the art of the apothecary: it is fweet as 
honey in all mouths, and as mufick at a banquet of wine. 

2 Efe behaved himfelf uprightly in the converfion of the people, 
and took away the abominations of iniquity. 

He direéted his heart unto the Lord, and in the time of the un- 
godly lie eftablifhed the worthip of God. 

4. All, except David, and Ezekias, and Jofias,.were defetive: for 
they forfook the law of the Moft High, even the kings of Juda failed. 

5 Therefore he gave their power unto others, and their glory to a 
ftrange nation. 

6 hey burnt the chofén city of the fanétuary, and made the ftreets 
defolate, according to the prophecy of Jeremias. 

For they entreated him evil, who neverthelefs was a prophet, 
fanctified in his mother’s womb, that he might root out, and afflia, 
and deftroy ; and that he might build up alfo, and plant. 

8 It was Ezekiat who faw the glorious vifion, which was fhewed 
him upon the chariot of the cherubims. 

g For he made mention of the enemies under the figure of the rain, 
and dircfted them that went right. 

10 And of the twelve prophets let the memorial be bleffed, and let 
their bones flourifh again out of their place: for they comforted Ja- 
cob, and delered them by affured hope. 

re How fhall we magnify Zorobabel? even he was as a fignet on 
the right hand : 

12 So was Jefus the fon of Jofedec : who in their time builded the 
houfe, and fet up an holy temple to the Lord, which was prepared for 
everlafting glory. 

13 And among the ele&t was Neemias, whofe renown is great, who 
vaifed up for us the walls that were fallen, and fet up the gates and 
the bars, and raifed up our ruins again. 

14 But upon the earth was no man‘created like Enoch ; for he was 
taken from the earth. 

15 Neither was there a man born like unto Jofeph, a governor of 
his brethren, a ftay of the people, whofe bones were regarded of the 
Lord. 

16 Sem and Seth were In great honour among men, and fo was 
Adam. above every living thing in the creation. 

CHAP. L 


IMON the high prieft, the fon of Onias, who in his life repaired 
the houfe again, and in his days fortified the temple : 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. XLIX. L. LI. 
XLIX. 10 Of the twelve prophets, &c.] He fpeaks here of the twelve mi- 
nor prophets, whofe writings complete the Old Teftament. 


CHAP. XLIX. L. LI. 





Apocrypha. 


2 And by him was built from the foundation the double height, 
the high fortrefs of the wail about the temple: 

3 In his days the ciftern to receive water, being in compafs as the 
fea, was covered with plates of brafs: 

4 He took care of the temple that it fhould not fall, and fortified 
the city againft befieging : “ * 

5 How was he honoured in the midft of the people in his coming 
out of the fan&tuary ! : 

6 He was as the morning ftar in the midft of a cloud, and as the 
moon at the full: : : 

7 As the fun thining upon the temple of the Moft High, and as 
the rainbow giving light in the bright clouds: 

8 And as the flower of rofes in the fpring of the year, as lilies by 
the rivers of waters, and as the branches of the frankincenfe tree in 
the time of fummer: 

As fire and incenfe in the cenfer, and as a veffel of beaten gold 
fet with all manner of precious ftones: ~ 

1o And as a fair olive tree budding forth fruit, and as a cyprefs 
tree which groweth up to the clouds. ~ 

11 When he put on the robe of honour, and was clothed with the 
perfection of glory, when he went up to the holy altar, he made the 
garment of holinefs honourable. 

12 When he took the portions out of the priefts’ hands, he him- 
felf ftood by the hearth of be altar, compaffed with his brethren round 
about, as a young cedar in Libanus: and’as palm trees compaffed they 
him round about. : ' 

13 So'were all the fons of Aaron in their glory, and the oblations 
of the Lord in their hands, before all the congregation of I frael. 

14 And finifhing the fervice at, the altar, that he might adorn the 
offering of the moft high Almighty, 

15 Fre ftretched out his hand to the cup, and poured of the blood 
of the grape, he poured out at the foot of the altar a {weet f{nfelling fa- 
vour unto the moft high King of all. : 

16 Then fhoutcd the fons of Aaron, and founded the filver trum- 
pets, and made a great noife to be heard, for a remembrance before 
the Moft High. 

37 Thenall the people together hafted, and fell down to theearth 
upon their faces to seat their Lord Gud Almighty, the Moft High. 

18 The fingers alfo fang praifes with their voicer, with great va- 
riety of founds was there made fweet melody. . 

19 And the people befought the Lord, the Moft High, by prayer . 
before him that is merciful, till the folemnity of the Lord was ended, 
and they had finithed his fervice. : 

20 Then he went down and lifted up his hands over the whole 
congregation of the children of Ifrael, to give the bleffing of the Lord 
with his lips, and to rejoice in his name. oy 

21 And they bowed themfelves down to worthip the fecond time, 
that they might receive a bleffing from the Moft High. 

22 Now therefore blefs ye the God of all, which only doeth won- 
drous things every where, which exalteth our days from the womb, 
and dealeth with us according to his mercy. ; : 

23 He grant us joyfulnefs of heart, and that peace may be in our 
days in Ifrael for ever. 

24. That he would confirm his mercy with us, and deliver us at 
his time! ; 

25 There be two manner of nations which my heart abhorreth, 
and the third is no nation : 

26 They that fit upon the mountain of Samaria, and they that 
ewell among the Philiftines, and that foolith people that dwell in Si- 
chem. : E 

27 Jefus the fon of Sirach of Jerufalem hath written in this book 
the initru€tion of underftanding and knowledge, who out of his 
heart poureth forth wifdom. : 

28 BleiTed is he that fhall be exercifed in thefe things ; and he that 
layeth them up in his heart fhall become wife. ; : 

29 For if he dothem, he {hall be ftrong to all things : for the light 
of the Lord leadeth him, who giveth wifdom to the godly. Bleffed 
be the Lord forever. Amen, Amen. 

CHAP. LI. 
A Prayer of Jefis the fon of Sirach. 
Will thank thee, O Lord and King, and praife thee, O God my 
Saviour: Ido give praife unto thy name: 

2 For thou art my defender and helper, and has preferved my 
body from deftru€tion, and from the fnare of the flanderous tongue, 
and from the lips that forge lies, and haft been mine helper againft mine 
adverfaries ; . : 

3 And haft delivered me, according to the multitude of thy mercies 
and greatnefs of thy name, from the teeth of them that were ready to 
devour me, and out of the hands of fuchas fought after my life, and 
from the manifold afflitions which I had 5 . 

4 From the choking of fire on every fide, and from the midft of 
the fire which J kindled not ; 

5 From the depth of the belly of hell, from’ an unclean tongue, 


and from lying words. 6 By 


| EL I EE CE TS a I EE 
L. Then all the people, &c.| Though the particular time of this folemn 
feftival is not mentioned, yet it feems to have been wbeat three hundred and 


thirty years before the incarnation, oe 
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6 By an accufation to the king from an unrighteous tongue my foul 
drew near even unto death, my life was near to the hell beneath. 

.q They compaffed me on every fide, and there was no man to help 
me: I looked for the fuccour of men, but there was none. 

8 Then thought I upon thy mercy, O Lord, and upon thy acts 
of old, how’thou delivereft fuch as wait for thee, and faveft them 
out of the hands of the enemies. 

g Then lifted I up my fupplication from the earth, and prayed for 
deliverance from death. . 

10 I called upon the Lord, the Father of my Lord, that he would 
not leave me in the days of my trouble, and in the time of the proud, 
‘when there was no help. 

1x I will praife thy name continually, and will fing praife with 
thankfgiving ; and fo my prayer was heard: 

«2 For thou favedft me from deftruGion, and deliveredft me from 
the evil time: therefore will I give thanks, and praife thes, and blefs 
thy name, O Lord. 

13 When I was yet young, or ever I went abroad, I defired wifdom 
openly in my prayer. 

14.1 prayed for her before the temple, and will feck her out even 
to the end. 

15 Even from the flower till the grape was ripe hath my heart de- 
lighted in her: my foot went the right way, from my youth up fought 
I after her. 

16 I bowed down mine ear alittle, and received her, and gat mych 


earning. 
17 I profited therein, therefore will I afcribe the glory unto him 
that giveth me wifdom. 


Li. 18 J purpofed to do after her, &c.| I determined that my aétions fhould 
be governed by the dictates of wifdom. 
Generat Rervectrons on Chap. XLIX, L. LI. 
Young perfons fhould always look up to the wife among the aged, and efpe- 
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18 For I purpofed to do after her, and earneftly 1 followed tha: 
which is good; fo fhall I net be confounded. 

19 My foul hath wreftled with her, and in my doings I was exa@; 
J ftretched forth my hands to the heaven above, and bewailed my 
ignorances of her. 

20 I direéted my foul unto her, and I found her in purenefs: ¥ 
have had my heart joined with her from the beginning, therefore fhall 
I not be forfaken. 

21 My heart was troubled in fecking her: therefore have I gotten 
a good poffeflion. 

22 The Lord hath given me a tongue for my reward, and I will 
praife him therewith. 

23 Draw near unto me, ye unlearned, and dwell in the houfe of 
rare 

24 Wherefore are ye flow, and what fay ye of thefe things, 
your fouls are very thirity? 

25 Lopencd my mouth, and faid, Buy her for yourfelves without 
m6 Put k under the yoke, and | foul 

26 Put your neck under the yoke, and Ict your foul receive in- 
firuction: the is hard at hand ce find. : foe 

27 Behold with your eyes, how that I have had but Httle labour 
and have gotten unto me much reft. ‘ 

28 Get learning with a great {um of money, and get much gold 
by her. 

29 Let your foul rejoice. in his mercy, and be not afhamed of his 
praife. 

30 Work your work betimes, and in his time he will give you your 
reward. 


{ceing 


—— 
cially their pious parents, for the regularion of their conduét; fhould con- 
fider God as their generous benefattor, and call upon him in humility and 
faith for every needful bleffing. 


- 
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BARU C H. 


CHAP. I. 

ND thefe are the words of the book, which Baruch the fon 
of Nerias, the fon ef Maafias, the fon of Sedecias, the fon of 
Afadias, the fon of Checias, wrote in Babylon, 

2, In the fifth year, and in the feventh day of the month, what time 
as the Chaldeans took Jerufalem, and burnt it with fire. 

3 And Baruch did read the words of this book in the hearing of 
Jechonias the fon of Joachim king of Juda, and in the ears of all the 
people that came to hear the book, 

4 And in the hearing of the nobles, and of the king’s fons, and in 
the hearing of the elders, and of all the people, from the loweit unto 
the higheft, even of all them that dwelt at Babylon by the river Sud. 

5 Whereupon they wept, fafted, and prayed before the Lord. 

6 They made alfo a collection of money according to every man’s 

ower : 

F 7 And they fent it to Jerufalem unto Joachim the high prieft, the 
fon of Chelcias, fon of Salom, and to the priefts, and to all the people 
which were found with him at Jerufalem, ; 

8 At the fame time when he received the veffels of the houfe of the 
Lord, that were carried out of the temple, to return them into the land 
of Juda, the tenth day of the month Sivan, namely, filver veffels, which 
Sedecias the fon of Jofias king of Juda had made, 

9 After that Nabuchodonofor king of Babylon had carried away 

.Jechonias, and the princes, and the captives, and the mighty men, 
and the people of the land, from Jerufalem, and brought them unto 
Babylon. 

10 And they faid, Behold, we have fent you money, to buy you 
burnt offerings, and fin offerings, and incenfe, and prepare ye manna: 
offer upon the altar of the Lord our God; 

ax And pray for the life of Nabuchodonofor king of Babylon, 
and for the life of Balthafar his fon, that their days may be upon earth 
as the days of heaven : ' 

12 And the Lord will give us ftrength, and lighten our eyes, and 
we fhall live under the fhadow of Nabuchodonolor king of Babylon, 
and.under the fhadow of Balthafar his fon, and we thal ferve them 
many days, and find favour in their fight. 

13 Pray for us alfo unto the Lord our God, for we have finned 
againft the Lord our God ; and unto this day the fury of the Lord 
and his wrath is not turned from us. , 

14. And ye fhall read this book which we have fent unto you, 
to make confeffion in the houfe of the Lord, upon the feafts and 
folemn days. : : 

1g And ye fhall fay, To the Lord our God delongeth righteoufnefs, 


a SSE 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I. if. 
1. 19 Since the day, &c.] The confideration of the miraculous deliverance 
ef the Jews out of Egypt, wasa ftrong ftimulative to duty; and in their 
 qritings, they always referred to that important event. 


> 


but unto us the confulion of faces, as it zs come to pafs this day, unto 
them of Juda, and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 

16 And to our kings, and to our princes, and to our priefts, and to 
our prophets, and to our fathers: 

a For we have finned before the Lord, 

18 And difobeyed him, and have not hearkencd unto the voice of 
the ioe our God, to walk in the commandments that he gave us 
openly : 

tg Since the day that the Lord brought our forefathers out of the 
land of Egypt, unto this prefent day, we have been difobedient unto 
the Lord our God, and we have been negligent in not hearing his 
voice. 

20 Wherefore the evils cleaved unto us, and the curfe, which the 
Lord appointed by Mofes his fervant at the time that he brought our 
fathers out of the land of Egypt, to give usa land that floweth with 
milk and honey, like as it is to_fee this day. 

21 Neverthelefs we have not hearkened unto the voice of the Lord 
our God, according unto all the words of the prophets, whom he fent 
unto us: 

22 But every man followed the imagination of his own wicked 
heart, to ferve ftrange gods, and to do evil in the fight of the Lord 


our God. 
CHAP. I. 
NS ERP EC RE the Lord hath made good his word, which he 
pronounced againft us, and again{t our judges that judged Ifrael, 
and againft our kings, and againit our princes, and again{ft the men 
of Ifrael and Juda, 

2 To bring upon us great plagues, fuch as never happened under 
the whole heaven, as it came to pafs in Jerufalem, according to the 
things that were written in the Jaw of Mofes ; e 

3 That a man thould eat the fiefh of hisown fon, and the flefh of 
his own daughter. 

4 Moreover he hath delivered them to be in fubjeGtion to all the 
kingdoms that are round about*us, to be as a reproach and defolation 
among all the people round about, where the Lord hath fcattered 
them. 

5 Thus we were caft down, and not exalted, becaufe we have fin- 
ned againit the Lord our God, and have not been obedient unto his 
voice. 

6 To the Lord our God apfpertaieth righteoufnefs : but unto us 
and to our fathers open fhame, as appeareth this day. 

7 For all thefe plagues are come upon us, which the Lord hath. 
pronounced againft us. - 

8 Yet 


SP a PAP PE TD AOA 


_ M1 Therefore the Lord, &c.] They confef the juftice of God, in punith- 
ing them for their difobedience, but at the fame time ftrengthen their cunft- 
dence in his goodnefs, on their humiliation and repentance. 





CHAP. 


8 Yet have we not prayed before the Lord, that we might turn 
every one from the imaginations of his wicked heart. 

g Wherefore the Lord watched over us for evil, and the Lord hath 
brought it upon us: for the Lord is righteous in ‘all his works which 
he hath commanded us. 

10 Yet we have not hearkened unto his voice, to walk in the 
commandments of the Lord, that he hath fer before us. 

rr And now, O Lord God of Ifracl, that haft brought thy people 
out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and high arm, and 
with figns, and with wonders, and with great power, and hath gotten 
thyfelfa a name, as appearcth this day: 

12 O Lord our God, we have finned, we have done ungodly, we 
have dealt unrighteoufly in all thine ordinances. 

13 Let thy wrath turn from us: for we are buta few left among 
the heathen, where thou haft fcattered us. 

14 Hear our prayers, O J-ord, and our petitions, a 
for thine own fake, and give us favour in the fight of them which 
have led us away: 

15 That all.the earth may know that thon art the Lord our God, 
becaule frael and his pofterity is called by thy name. 

16 O Lord, look down from thine holy houfe, and confider us: 
bow down thine ear, O Lord, to hear us. 

17 Open thine eyes, and bchold ; for the dead that are in the 
graves, whofe fouls are taken from their bodies, will give unto the 
Lord neither praife nor righteoufnefs : 

18 But the foul that is greatly vexed, which goeth flooping and 
feeble, and the eyes that fail, and the hungry foul, w Vill give thee 
praife and righteaufnefs, O Lord. 

19 Therefore we do not make our humble fupplication before 
thec, O Lord, our God, for the righteoufnefs of our fathers, and of 
our kings. 

20 For thou haft fent, out thy wrath and indignation upon us, as 
thou haft fpoken by thy fervants the prophets, faying, 

ai Thus faith the eed, Bow down your fhoulders to ferve the 
fo thall ye remain in the land that I gave unto 
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king of Babylon: 
our fathers. 

22 But if ye will not hear the voice of the Lord, to ferve the king 
of Babylon, 

r will caufe to ceafe out of the cities of Juda, and from with- 
out eyarutalens, the voice of mirth, and the voice of joy, the voice of 
the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride: and the whole land fhall 
be defolate of inhabitants. 

24 But we would not hearken unto thy voice, to ferve the king of 
Babylon: therefore haft thou made good the words that thou fpakeft 
by thy fervants the prophets, namely, that the bones of our kings, 
and the bones.of our fathers, fheuld be taken out of their places. 

25 And, lo, they are caft out to the heat of the day, and to the 
frolt of the night,. and they died in great miferies by famine, by 
{word, and by peftilence. 

26 And the houfe which is called by thy name haft thou laid wafte, 
as zz 1s to be fee this day, for the wickednefs of the houfe of Ifrael 
and the houfe of Juda. 

-27 O Lord our God, thou haft dealt with us after all thy good- 
nefs, and according to ail that great mercy of thine, 

28 As thou {pakeft by thy fervant Mofes in the day when thou didft 
command him to write thy law before the children of Ifrael, faying, 

2g If ye will not hear my voice, furcly this very great multitude 
fhall be turned into a fmall number among the nations, where I will 
{catter them. 

30 For lknew that they would not hear me, becanfe it is a ftiff- 
necked people: but in the land of their captivities they fhall remem- 
ber themfelves, 

31 And fhall know that I am the Lord their God : for ¥ will give 
them an heart, and ears to hear: 

32 And they fliall praife me in the fand of their captivity, and think 
upon my name, 

And return from their ftiff neck, and from their wicked deeds: 
for they fhall. remember the way of their fathers, which finned ‘before 
the Lord. 

34 And I will bring them again into the land which I promifed 
with an oath unto their fathers, Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, and 
they fhall be lords of it: and I will increafe them, and they fhalt. 
not be diminifhed. 

5 And I will make an everlafting covenant with them to be their 
‘God, and they fhall be my people; and I will no more drive my 
people of [frael out of the land that I have given them. 

CHAP. III. 

Lord Almighty, God of Hfrael, the foul in anguifh, the trou- 

bled {pirit, crieth unto thee. 

2 Hear, O Lord,and have mercy; for thou art'merciful: 
pity upon us, becaufe we have finned before thee. 

3 For thou endureft for ever, and we perith utterly- 

4. O Lord Almighty, thou God of Hrael, hear now the prayers of 


and have 





IIT, 23 The Agarenss, &c.] The Arabians here meant were fo grofly_ 


ignorant, that Mahomet met with no difficulty to induce them to em- 
prace his new invented religion, which abounds with the moft Heueios: 
abfurdities. 

No, 80. 


and deliver us | 





Ul. IV. 


. fitable unto thee toa ftrange nation. 
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a RP ee SS SP Pa eee ne ranean “uNpRSerennurENreuswbescneer 
the dead Tiraclites, and of thelr zbildien, which have finned before 
thee, and not hearkened unto the voice of thee their God : fur the 
which caufe thefe plagues cleave unto us. 

§ Remember not the iniquities of our forefathers: but think upon 
thy power, and thy name now at this time. 
6 For thou art the Lord our.God, and thee, O Lord, will we praife. 
7 And for this caufe thou haft put thy fear in our hearts, tothe in- 
tent ve we ceed all upen ny name, and praife thee in our capti« 
vity: for we have called to mind-all the iniquit 
thet finned before thee. pce ae ack 
8 Behold, we are yet this day in our captivity, where thou haft 
feattered us, for a reproach and a curfe, and to be fubjeét to pay- 


ments, according to all the iniquitics of our f 

oo be Cod. q athers, which departed 
g:-Hear, Ifracl, the commandments of life: 

flava wifdom. 

10 How happeneth it, Ifracl, that thou art in thine enemies’ land,’ 
that thou art waxen old ina ftrange country, that thou art defiled 
with the cead, 

za That thou art counted with them that go downi 2. 

12 Thou hatt forfaken the fountain of wiflom. Suen ave 

13 For if thou hadft walked in the way of God, thou fhouldeft 
have dwelled in peace for ever. 

14. Learn where is wifdom, where is ftrength, where is underftand- 
ing ; that thon mayctft know alfo where is length of Bayes and life, 
where is the light of the cyes, and peace. : 

15 Who hath found out her place? or who hath come into her 
” treafures ° 

16 Where are the princes of the heathen become, and fuck as 
ruled the beafts upon the earth ; 

17 They that had their paftime with the fowls of the air, and they 
that hoarded up filver and gold, wherein men traft, and made no end 
of their getting? 

18 For they that wrought in filver, and were fo careful, and whofe 
works are unfearchable, 

19 They are vanifhed and gorie down to the grave, and others are. 
come up in their fteads.. 

20 Young men have ‘feen light, and dwelt upon the earth : but 
the way of knowledge have they not known, 

21,Nor underftood the paths thereof, nor laid hold of it: “their 
children were far off from that way. 

92 It hath not been heard of in Chanaan, neither hath it’ been fen” 
in Theman. 

23 Vhe Agarenes that feck wifdom upon earth, the merchants of 
Meran and of Theman, thie authors of fables, and fearchers out of 
underftanding ; none of thefe have known the way of wifdom, or * 
_ temember her paths. 

24. O Ifrael, how great is the houfe of God! and how large is the 
Solace of his polfeffion! : 

25 Great, and hath none end; high, and unmeafurable. 

26 There were the giants famous from the beginning, that were *° - 
of bc reat ftature, and fo expert in war. 

hofe did not the Lord choofe, neither gave he the way of 
ie ies unto them : 

28 But they were deftroyed, becaufe they had no wifdom, and 
periffieth through their own fooliffinefs. 

2g Who hath gone up into heaven, and taken her, and brought 
her down from the clouds? 

go Who hath gone over the fea, and found her, and will bring 
hee ss Ae gold? 

No man knoweth her way, nor thinketh of her path.- 

oa But he that knoweth all things knoweth her, and hath found 
ie out with his underftanding: he that prepared the earth for ever- 
more hath filled it with fourfooted beaits: 

g He that fendeth forth light, and it gocth, calleth it again, and 

it abeyerh him with fear. 

34 The ftars fined in their watches, and rejoiced; wher he‘ ‘call 
eth them, they fay, Here we be; and fo with cheerfulnefs they thew ee 
light unto him that made them. 

35 This is our God, and there fhall none other be aemounted of 
in comparifon of him. 

36 He hath found out all the way of knowledge, and hath given it 
unto Jacob his feryant, and to Ifrael his beloved. 

37 Afterward did he mea himfelf upon earth, and converfed 


.H AP. IV. 
HIS is the book of the commandments of God, and the law 
that endureth for ever: all they that keep it foal core to lifes 
_ but fuch as leave it fhall die. 
2 Turn thee, O Jacob, and take hold of it: watk in the prefence 


‘give ear to under- 


‘ with men. 


of the light thereof, that thou mayeft be illuminated. 


Give not thine honour to another, nor the things that are pro- 


40 





Generat ReFeectrrons on Chap, L II. lL. 
* Yet us learm from hence, when we are in affliGtion, to humble ourfelves, 
and confefs our Gns, asthe grand caufe of all mifery, and implore the 


mercy and favour of God, 
i COMMENTARY 


‘tos cara aici . an ea hone a caaiaii = vr ; . Fi 2 eS = 


Apocrypha. 
4 O Ifrael, happy are we: for things that are pleafing to God are 
Se OF onad cuscr, day Peoples a jal of Ifrael 
. ce of good checr, my people, the rhemoria ael. : 
3 Ye were fold to the qeuene. not for [your] deftruction: but be- 
caufe_ye moved God to wrath, ye were delivered unto the enemies. 
7 For ye provoked him that made you by facrificing unto devils, 
and not to . ‘ . 
8 Ye have forgotten the everlafting God, that brought you up; 
and’ ye have grieved Jurufalem, that nurfed you. ; 
- g For when the faw the wrath of God coming upon you, the faid, 
Fearken, O ye that dwell about Sion: God hath brought upon me 
€ ning 5 . 
2 es Forl er the captivity of my fons and daughters, which the 
Everlafting brought upon them. : 
11 With joy did I nourith them; but fent them away with weep- 
i mourning. ; 
mee no Fan raélee over me, a widow, and forfaken of many, 
who for the fins of my children am left defolate ; becaufe they de- 
parted from the law of God. - : : 
_ 13 They knew not his ftatutes, nor walked in the ways of his com~ 
maandments, nor trod in the paths of difcipline in his righteoufnefs. 
14 Let them'that dwell about Sion come, and remember ye the 
captivity of my fonsand daughters, which the Everlafting hath brought 
, ae For be hath brought @ nation upon them from far, a fhamelefs 
nation, and of a ftrange language, who neither reverenced old man, 
Se itied child. 
. ay isle have carried away the dear beloved children of the 
widow, and left her that was alone defolate without daughters. 
17 But what ¢an I help you? . ; 
1 For he that brought thefe plagues upon you will deliver you 
the hands of your enemies. 
= Go ayo my children, go your way: for lam left defolate. 
2@ J have put off the clothing of peace, and put upon me the fack- 
.. cloth of my prayer: I will cry unto the Everlaiting in my days. 
a1 Be of good cheer, O my children, cry unto the Lord, and he 
faail deliver you from the power and hand of the enemies. 
22. For my-hope is in the Everlafting, that he will fave you ; and 
- Soy is come unto me from the Holy One, becaufe of the mercy which 
-Zall (oon come unto you from the Everlafting our Saviour. ; 
_. 43 For I fent you out with mourningand weeping: but God will 
give you to me again with joy and gladnefs for ever. s 
‘2 'ng Like as now the neighbours of Sion have feen your captivity : 
‘fo fhall they fee fhortly your falvation from our God, which fhall come 
upon you with great glory, and brightnefs of the Everlafting. 
ag My children fu patiently the wrath that is come upon you 
from God: for thine enemy hath perfecuted thee; but fhortly thou 
Shalt fee his deftruétion, and fhalt tread upon bis neck. 
- “96 My delicate ones have gone rough ways, and were taken away 
caught of the enemies. 
as i iv. of aa comfort, O my children, and cry unto God: for ye 
thiall be remembered of him that beouee thefe things upon you. 
+ ““".98 For.as it was your mind to go altray from God: fo being re- 
turned, feek him ten times more. : 
: 2g For-he that ‘hath prcuE tele plagues upon you fhall bring 
: alting joy again with your falvation. 
yee eee Coed heaits ( jerufalem : for he that gave thee that 
name will comfort thee. ; ne 
-31-Miferable are they’ that afflicted thee, and rejoiced at thy fall. 
2 Miferable are the cities which thy children ferved: muferable 
i ‘that teceived thy fons. ; 
: ao fe as fhe rejoiced at thy ruin, and was glad at thy fall: fo 
hat the be grieved for her own defolation. : 
34 For IL will take away the rejoicing of her great multitude, 
and her pride thall be turned into mourning. : 
35 For fire fhall come upon her from the Everlafting, Jong to en- 
dure; and the fhall be inhabited of devils for a great time. 
3690 Jerufalem, look about thee toward the caft, amd behold the 
joy that cometh unto thee from God. 

Lo, thy fons come, whom thou fenteft away, they come ga- 
thered together from the eaft to the weft by the word of the Holy 
One, rejoicing in the glory of God. : 

, oe AP. we — 
O Jerufalem, the garment o mourning and affic- 
Mae Lit os on the comelinefs of the ay that cometh frem 
God on about thee 2 double garment of the righteoufnefs which 
cometh from God ; and fet a ditadem on thine head of the glory of 

ing. 
a pee God wilt thew thy brighthefs untoevery country under heaven: 
4 For thy name fhall be called of God for ever The peace of righ- 
teousnefs, and The glory of God’s worthip. 

‘Arife, O Jerufalem, and ftand on high, and look about toward 
the eat, and beholdthy children gathered from the weft unto the eaft 
by the word of the Holy One; rejoicing in the remembrance of God. 


LENTARY avn NOTES ox CHAP, IV. V. 
. eee i be bath brought, &c.| When the city,of Jerufalem was taken 
b the haldecs, they {pared neither age nor fex, but flew all without dif- 
x 


rinftion, 


BARUCH. 
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6 For they departed from thee on foot, and were led away of their 
enemies: but God bringeth them unto thee exalted with glory, as 
children of the kingdom. 

7 For God hath appointed that every high hill, and banks of long 
continuance, fhould be caft down, and vallies filled up, to make even 
the ground, that Hfrael may go fafely in the gloryof God. ~ 

8 Moreover even the woods and every fweet-fmelling tree fhall 
overshadow Ifrael by the commandment of God. : 

g For God fhall lead Ifrael with joy in the light of his glory with 
the mercy and righteoufnefs that cometh from him. 

The Epiftle of JEREMY. 
CHAP. VI. 

A copy of an epiftle, which Jeremy fent unto them which were to 
be Jed captives into Babylon by the king of the Babylonians, to 
certify them, as it was commanded him of God. 

ECAUSE of the fins which ye have committed before God, 
ye fhall be led away captives into Babylon by Nabuchodonofor 
king of the Babylonians. 

3 So when ye be come unto Babylon, ye flral! remain there many 
years, and for a long feafon, namely, feven generations: and after 
that I will bring you away peaceably from thence. 

4. Now fhall ye fee in Babylon gods of filver, and of gold, and 
of wood, borne upon fhoulders, which caufe the nations to fear. 

5 Beware therefore that yein no wife be like to ftrangers, neither 
be ye afraid of them, when ye fee the multitude before them and 
behind them, worfhipping them. . 

6 But fay ye in your hearts, O Lord we mult’ worfhip thee. 

i For mine angel is with you, and I myfelf caring for your fouls.' 

As for their tongue, it is polifhed by the workman, and they 
themfelves are pilded and laid over with gold; yet are they but falfe, 
and cannot fpeak. 

g And taking gold, as it were for a virgin that loveth to go pay, 
they make crowns for the heads of their gods. : 

1o Sometimes alfo the priefts convey trom their gods gold and 
filver, and beftow it upon themfelves. 

1x Yea, they will give thereof to the common harlots, and deck 
them as men with garments, [being] gods of filver, and gods of gold, 
and wood. : 

12 Yet cannot thefe gods fave themfelves from ruft and moths, 


: though they be covered with purple raiment. 


13 They wipe their faces becaufe of the duft of the temple, when 
there is much upon them. 

14 And he that cannot put to death one that offendeth him held« 
eth a fceptre, as though he were a judge of the country. 

15 He hath alfo in his right hand a dagger andan ax: but cannot 
deliver himfelf ftom war and thieves. : 

16 Whereby they are known not to be gods: therefore fear them not. 

17 For like as a veffel that a man wieth is nothing worth when ic 
is broken; even fo it is with their gods: when they be fet wp in the 
temple, their eyes be full of duft through the feet of them that come in.- 

18 And as the doors are made fure on every fide upon him that 
offendeth the king, as being committed to fuffer death: even fo the * 
priefts make faft their temples with doors, with locks and bars, left 
their gods be fpoiled with robbers. 3 

19 They light them candles, yea, more than for themfelves, where— 
of they cannot fee one. 

20 They are as one of the beams of the temple, yet they fay their 
hearts are pnawed upon by things creeping out of the carth; and 
when:they eat them and their clothes, they ice] it not. ; 

a1 Their faces are blacked through the fmoke that cometh out of 
the temple. : 

22 Upon their bodies and heads fit bats, fwallows, and birds, and 
the cats alfo. . 

23 By this ye may know that they are no gods: therefore fear 


| them not. 


24. Notwithftanding the gold that is about them to make themr 
beautiful, except they wipe off the ruft, they will not fhine: Sor net~ 
ther when they were molten did they feel it. 

25 The things wherein there is no breath are bought for a moft 
high price. ; 

26 They are borne upon fhoulders, having no feet, whereby they 
declare unto men that they be nothing worth. 

aj They alfo that ferve them are afhamed: for if they fall to the 

ound at any time, they cannot rife up again of themfelves: neither» 
ff one fet them upright, can they move of themfelves: neither, if they” 
be bowed down, can they make themfelves ftraight: but they fet gifts 
before them, as unto dead men. ee 

28 As for the things that are facrificed unto them, their priefts felE 
and abufe; in like manner their wives lay up part thereof in falr 5 
but unto the poor and impotent they give nothing of it. . 

20 Menftruous women and women in childbed eat their facrifices = 
by thefe things ye ma know that they are no gods: fear them not. 

go For how can they be called gods? becaufe women fet meat 
betore the gods of filver, gold, and wood. a 

: ; - 31 And 


Vig For God foall lead, &c.] ‘This paffage was probably written about 
the time that Cyrus iflued his famous decree for the return of the Jews to. 


their own country. : 
- GENERAL 
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gt And the priefts fit in their temples; having their clothes rent, 
and their heads and beards fhaven, and nothing upon their heads. 

g2 They roar and cry before their gods, as men do at the feaft 
when one is dead. : : 

3, The priefts alfo take off their garments, and clothe their wives 
and children. : 

34 Whether it be evil that one doeth unto them, or good, they 
are not able to recompence it: they can neither fet up a king, nor 
put him down. ; 2. ; 

6 In like manner, they can neither give riches nor money: though 
aman make a vow unto them, and keep it not, they will not require 





it. 
36 They can fave no man from death, neither deliver the weak 


from the mighty. i , F 
gy Fhey cannot reftore a blind man to his fight, nor help any man 


in his diftrefs. . 
38 They can thew no mercy to the widow, nor do good to the 


fatherlels. . Deg. 
Their gods of wood, and which are overlaid with gold and fil- 

ver, are like the ftones that be hewn out of the mountain ; they that 

worthip them fhall be confounded. 

40 How fhould a man then think and fay that they are gods, when 
even the Chaldeans themfelvess difhonour them ? 

41 Who if they fhall fee one dumb that cannot fpeak, they bring 
him, and intreat Bel that he xnay {peak, as though he were able to 
underftand. xo . : 

42 Yet they cannot underftand this themfelves, and leave them: 
for they have no knowledge. 

he women alfo with cords about them, fitting in the ways, 
burn bran for perfume: but zf any of them, drawn by fome that 
paffeth by, lie with him, fhe reproacheth her fellow, that fhe was not 
thought as worthy as herfelf, mor her cord broken. . 
- 44 Whatfoever is done among them is falfe : how may it then be 
thought or faid that they are gods? : 

45 They are made of carpenters and gold{miths: they can be no- 
thing elfe than the workmen will have them to be. 

46 And they themfelves that made them can never continue long; 
how fhould then the things that are made of them be gods? 

47 For they left lies and reproaches to them that come after. 

48 For when there cometh any war or plague upon them, the 
priefts confult with themfelves, where they may be hidden with them. 

49 How then cannot men perceive that they be no gods, which 
can neither fave themfelves from war, nor from plague ? 

50 For feeing they be but of wood, and overlaid with filver and 
gold, it fhall be known hereafter that they are falfe: 

1 And it fhall manifeftly ap pear to all nations and kings that they 
are no gods, but the works of men’s hands, and that there is no work 

of God in them. 

52 Who then may not know that they are no gods? 





Genwerat Rere ecrrons on Chap. IV. V. 
Chriftians can never appear more amiable in the fight of the Divine Being, 


THREE CHILDREN. 
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53 For neither can théy fet up a king in the land, nor give rain 
unto men. d x . ~ 
4 Neither can they judge fheir.own caufe, hor redrefs a wrong, 
being unable z for they areas crows between heaven and earth. 
5§ Whereupon when fire falleth upon the houfe of ‘gods of wood, 
or laid over witlr gold or filver, their priefts will flee away, and ef- 


“cape ; but they themfelves fhall be burned afunder like beams. : 


56 Moreover they cannot withftand any hig. or énémies: how 
can it then be thou be or faid that they be gods ae ; 

57 Neither are thofe gods of wood, and laid over with filver or 
gold, able to efcape either from thieves or robbers. 

- 58 Whofe gold, and filver, and garments wherewith théy are 
clothed, they that are ftrong do take, and go away withal: neither’: 
are they able to help fhienelves. : 

22 Therefore it is better to be a king that fheweth his power, or 
elfe a profitable veffel in an houfe, which the owner fhall have,ufe 
of, than fuch falfe gods; or to be a door in an houfe, to keep fuch 
things fafe as be therein, than fuch falfe gods; or a pillar of wood int 
a palace, than fuch falfe gods. ‘| 

60 For fun, moon, and ftars, being bright, and fent to do their 
offices, are obedient. 

61 In like manner the lightning when it breaketh forth is eafy to be 
feen; and after the fame manner the wind bloweth in every country. 

62 And when God commandeth the clouds to go over the whole 
world, they do as they are bidden. : . 

63 And the fire fent from above to confume hills and woods doeth 
as it is commanded: but thele are like unto them neither in fhew nor 
power, 

64 Wherefore it is neither to be fuppofed nor faid that they are 
gods, {eeing they are able neither to judge caufes, nor to do good 
unto mem 

65 Knowing therefore that they are no gods, fear them rot. 

66 For they can neither curfe nor blefs kings: 

67 Neither can they fhew figns in the heavens among the heathen, 
nor fhine asthe {un, nor give lightas the moon. - 

. 68 The beafts are better than they: for they can get under a covert, 
and help themfelves. 

69 It is then by no means manifeft unto us that they are gods: 
therefore fear them not. 

70 For as a {carecrow in a garden of cucumbers keepeth nothing: 
fo are their gods of wood, and laid over with filver and gold. 

71 And likewife their gods of wood, and laid over with filver and 
gold, are like to a white thorn in an orchard, that every bird fitteth 
upon; asalfo to a dead body, that is caft into the dark, 

72 And ye thall know them to be no gods by the bright purple 
that rotteth upon them: and they themfelves afterward fhall be caten, 
and fhall be a reproach in the country. ts 

73 Better therefore is the juft man that hath none idols: for he , 
thal be far from reproach. és 





than when they attend to the rules laid down in the gofpel, without which 
all other knowledge will avail them but little. : 





The Song of the THREE HOLY CHILDREN, which followeth in the third chapter of DANIEL after 


_ this place,—fe down Sound into the midft of the burning fiery furnace,—Verle 23. 


That which followeth is 


not in the Hebrew, to wit, And rhey walked—unto thefe words, Then Nebuchadnezzar—verfe 24. 
ee 


bleffing the Lord. 
2 Then Azarias ftood up and prayed, on this manner; and 
opening his mouth in the midft of the fire faid, 
g Bleffed art thou, O Lord God of our fathers: thy name is wor- 
thy to be praifed and glorified for evermore : e 


A ND they walked in the midft of the fire, praifing God, and 


4. For thou art righteous in all the things that thou haft done to - 


us: yea, true are all thy works, thy way's are right, and all thy judg- 
ments truth. ; 

5 In all the things that thou aft brought upon us, and upon the 
holy city of our fathers, ewer Jerufalem, thou haft executed true 
judgment: for according to truth and judgment didit thou bring all 
thefe things upon us becaufe of our fins. 

6 For we have finned and comunitted iniquity, departing from thee. 

7 In all things have we trefpaffed, and not obeyed thy command- 
ments, nor kept them, neither done as thou haft commanded us, that 
it might go well with.us. 

- * 3 ‘Wherefore all that thou hat brought upon us, and every thing 
“that thou haft done to us, thou haft done in true judgment. 
And thou didft deliver,us into the hands of lawlefs enemies, mof 


hateful forfakets of Ged, andto an unjuft king, and the moft wicked 


in all the world. 





. NOTES of Iluftiaticn, and REFLECTIONS. | 
This fong is diverfified into 4 ar number of particular, and concludes 
with calling pon one another fo blefs and praife the Lord for their won- 
Gerful deliverance from the rage of the burning furnace. We are hence led 


1o And now we carindt open our mouths, we are become a fhame 
afd reproach to thy fervants, and to them that worfhip thee. 

ti Yet deliver us not up wholly, for thy name’s fake, neither 
difannul thou thy covenant : : 

12 And caufe not thy mercy to depart from us, for thy beloved Abra- 
ham’s fake, for thy fervant Ifsac’s fake, and for thy holy Ifrael’s fake ; 

13 To whom thou haft fpoken and promifed, that thou wouldeft 
multiply their feed as the ftars of heaven, and as the fand that lieth 
upon the fea fhore. : 

14. For we, O Lord, are become lefs than any nation, and be kept 
under this day in all the world becaufe of our fins. 

15 Neither is there at this time prince, or prophet, or leader, or 
burnt offering, or facrifice, or oblation, or incenfe, or placeto facrificé 
before thee, and to find mercy, 

16 Neverthelefs ina contrite heart and an humble fpirit let us be 
accepted. 

17 Like as inthe burnt offerings of rams and bullocks, and like 
ds in ten thoifands of fat lambs: fo let our facrifice be in thy fight 
this day, and grant that we may wholly go after thee: for they thall 
not be confounded that put their truft in thee. 

18 And-now we follow thee with all our heart, we fear thee, and 
feek thy face. 19 Put 


. . “- . - ‘ 


to icfle& on God’s great care over his people; and providential interpofition 
for their fafety; which fhould excite us to gratitude and thankfulnefs for the 
numcrous and unmerited benefits he beftows upon us. 

NOTES 






Apocrypha. 
19 Put us not to fhame: 
nefs, and according to the multitude of thy mercies. . 
‘20 Deliver us alfo according to thy marvellous works, and give 
glory to thy name, O Lord: and let all them that do thy fervants 
hurt be afhamed ; : A 

"at And let them be confounded in all their power and might, and 
let their ftrength be broken ; : 

‘22 And let them know that thou art Lord, the only God, and 
glorious over the whole world. . : 

23 § And the king’s fervants, that put them in, ceafed not to 
make the oven hot with rofin, pitch, tow, and {mall woed ; 

24. So that the flame ftreamed forth above the furnace forty and 
nine cubits.  ~ : . 

25 And it paffed through, and burned thofe Chaldeans it found* 
abont the furnace. : 

26 But the angel of the Lord came down into the oven together 
with Azarius and his fellows, and {mote the flame of the fire out of 
the oven 3 oy 

27 And made the midft of the furnace as it had been a moift whift- 
ling wind, fo that the fire touched them not at all, neither hurt nor 
troubled them. lS ; 

28 | Then the three, as out of one mouth, praifed, glorified, and 
bleffed Gad in the furnace, faving, —. ; 

29 Bleffed art thou,O Lord God of our fathers: and to be praifed 
and exalted above.all for ever. 

30 And bleffed is thy glorious and holy name: and to be praifed 
and exalted above all for ever. 

31 Blefféd art thou in the temple of thine holy glory: and to be 
praifed and glorified above all for ever. 

32 Bleffed art thou that beholdeft the depths, and fitteft upon the 

-cherubims : and to be praifed and exalted above all fur ever. 

33 Bleffed art: thou on the glorious throne of thy kingdom: and 
to be praifed and glorified above all for ever. 

34. Bleffed art thon in the firmament of heaven : and above all to 
be praifed and glorified for ever. 

5 Oall ye’ works of the Lord, blefs ye the Lord: praife and ex- 
alt him above all for ever. 
* 96 O yc heavens; blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him above 
all for ever.” 
: 3% Crye angels of the Lord, blefs ye the Lord : praife and. exalt 
. him gbove all for ever. 
‘. g8 O all ye waters that be above the heaven, 
praife and exalt him above all for ever. 
39 Oall ye powers of the Lord, blefs ye the Lord : praifeand ex- 
- alt him above all for ever. 

40 O ye fun and moon, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
above all for ever. 

41 O ye ftars of heaven, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
above all for ever. : ; 

42 O every fhower and dew, blefs ye the Lord : praife and exalt 
him above all for ever. ‘ 

43 Oall ye winds, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him above 
all for ever. 


blefs ye the Lord : 


HISTORY OF SANN 


but deal with us after thy loving-kind- | 









A. Apocrypha. 
440 ye fire and heat, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
above all for ever. 
45 O ye winter and fummer, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt 
tim above all for ever. 
46 O ye dews and ftorms of fnow, blefs ye the Lord‘ praife and 
exalt him above all for ever. 
“47 O ye nights and days, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
above all for ever. 
48 O ye light and darknefs, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt 
him above all for ever. 
“49 Oye ice and cold, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
above all for ever. 
50 O ye froft and fnow, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
, above all for ever. 
sx O yelightnings and clouds, blefs ye the Lord: praife and ex- 
alt him above all for ever. 
_ 52 O let the earth blefs the Lord: praife and exalt him above all 
for ever. : 
53 O ye mountains and little hills, blefs ye the Lord: praife and 
exalt him above all for ever. 
54 Oall ye things that grow on the earth, blefs ye the Lord: 
praife and exalt him above all for ever. 
55 0 ye fountains, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him above 
all for ever. ‘ 
56 O ye feas and rivers, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt hing 
above all for ever. 
’ 57 O ye whales, and all] that move in the waters, blefs ye the 
Lord: praife and exalt him above all for ever. 
58 O all ye fowls of the air, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt 
him above all for ever. 
59 O all ye beafts and cattle, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt 
him above all for ever. 3 
60 O ye children of men, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt him 
. above all for ever. 
61 O Ifracl, blefs yethe Lord: praife and exalt him above all for 
ever. 
62 O ye priefis of. the Lord, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt 


| him above all for ever. 


63 O ye fervants of the Lord, blefs ye the Lord: praife and exalt 


} him ahove all for ever. 


64 O ye fpirits and fouls of the righteous, blefs ye the Lord: 
praife and exait him above all for ever. ‘ 

65 Oye holy and humble men of heart, blefs yethe Lord: praife- 
and exalt him above all for ever. : 

66 O Ananias, Azarias, and Mifael, blefs ye the Lord: praife and. 
exalt him above all for ever: for he hath delivered us from hell, and 
faved us from the hand of death, and delivered us out of the midit of 
the furnace and burning flame: eyen out of the midit of the fire hath. 
he delivered us. 

67 © give thanks unto the Lord, becaufe he is gracious: for his 
' mercy endureth for ever. 

68 O all ye that worlhip the Lord, blefs the God of gods, praife 
him, and give him thanks: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
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T he Hiftory of SUSANNA, 


CT NY 


fet apart from the beginning of Daae/, becaufe it is not in the Hebrew, as 


neither the Narration of Bel and the Dragon. 





HERE dwelt a man in Babylon, called Joacim : 
2 And he took a wife, whofe name was Sufanna, the daugh- 
_ ter of Chelcias,-a very fair woman, and one that feared the Lord. 

3 Her parents alfo were righteous, and taught their daughter ac- 
cording to the law of Mofes. 

4 Now Joacim wasa great rich man, and had a fair garden join- 
ing unto his houfe: and to him reforted the Jews; becaufe he was 
more honourable than all others. . : 

5 @ The fame year were appointed two of the ancients of the people 
to be judges, fuch as the Lord fpake of, that wickednefs came from 
Babylon from ancient judges, who feemed to govern the peopte. 

6 Thefe kept much at Fcints houfe: and all that had any fuits 
in law came unto them. 

7 Now when the people departed away at noon, Sufanna-went 
ae net nupene? pen to A hace 

nd the two elders faw her going in every day, and walkjng; 
Gi char thelr lull was inflamed coward hers ee 

g And they perverted their own mind, and turned away their 
eyes, that they might not jook unto heaven, nor remember juft 
- judgments. : 
ee er ee LC 
at NOTES of Illuftration, and REFLECTIONS. 

Suf:nna dwelt in Babylon, being carried thither into captivity with her 


hufbanc. She was a woman of extraordinary beauty, and of as much piety 
_ and fear of Gcd. Thecaptive Jews, who were then at Babylon, ufed to alfem- 


10 And albeit they both were wounded with her love, yet durft 
not one fhew another his grief. 
11 For they were afhamed to declare their Inft, that they defired 
to have to do with her. 
12 Yet they watched ‘diligently frorn day to day to fee her. 
19 And the one faid to the other, Let us now go home: for it is 
‘dinner time. - 
14.So when they were gone out, they parted the one fromthe other, 
and turning back again, they came tothe fame place; and afterthatthey 
had afked one another the caufe, they acknowledged their Juft: then 
appointed they atime both together, when they might find her alone. 
1§ Q And it fell out, as they watched a fit time, fhe went in as be- 
fore with two maids only, and. fhe was defirous to wafh herfelf in the 
rden: for it was hot. : 
” 16 And there was nobody there fave the two elders, that had hid 
themfelves, and watched her. : . 
17 Then fhe faid to her maids, Bring me oil and wafhing balls, 
and fhut the garden doors, that I may wath me. 
18 And they did as fhe bade them, and fhut the garden doors, and 
went out themfelves at privy doors to fetch the things that fhe had 
- cotgnanded 


cena SE A SS SSSA 


ble at Joacim’s houfe, for the determination of their affairs, and-adjudging in 
difficult cafes. We learn from the hiftory, that this virtuous woman had a 
true fenfe of the power and juftice of God, whofe anger fhe dreaded more than 
death, and confidered bis favour as more valuable than all the fhort-lived pica- 

: ‘ : ae fures 
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commanded them: but they faw not theelders, becaiife they were hid. 
19 Now when the maids were gone forth, the two elders rofe up, 
and ran unto her, faying, 





20 Behold, the garden doors are fhut, that-no man can fee ns; and 


we are in love with thee; therefore ‘cohfent unto us, and Hie with us. 
21 If thou wilt not, we will bear witnefs aoa thee, that a young. 
man was with thee: and therefore thou didit fend away thy maids 
m_ thee. iw 
ae Then Sufanna fighed; and faid, I am ftraitened on every fide: 
for if 1 do this thing, it is death unto me: andif I do it not, T can- 
{cape your hands. : 
Ts Tee beter for me to fall into your hands, and not do it, than 
to fin in the fight of the Lord. . Hen ts 
24 With that Sufanna cried with 2 loud voice: and the two eldars 
cried out againft her. ; 
25 Then ran the one, aiid opened the garden door. oe Oe ee 
26 So when the fervants of the Koufe heard the cry in the garden, 
they rufhed in at a privy door, to fee what was done unto her. 7 
27 But when the elders had declared their matter; the fervants were 
greatly afhamed: for there never was fuch a report made of Sufanna. 
28 q And it came to pais the next day, when the people were af- 
fembled to her hifband Joacim, the two elders came al fo full of mif- 
ehicvous imagination againft Sufanna to put her to death; . 
29 And faid before the people, Send for Sufanna, the daughter of 
Chelicias, Joacim’s wife. And fo they fent. i 
o So the came with her father and mother, her children, and all 


her kindred. e 
31 Now Sufanna was a very delicate woman, and beauteous to 


d. - ; 
ee And thefe wicked men commanded to uncover her face, (for fhe 
was covered) that they might be filled with her beauty. 
Therefore her friends and all that faw her wept. 
34 Then the two elders fond up in the midft of the-people, and 
laid their hands upon her head, : an 
ae 5 And fhe eeide looked up toward heaven: for her heart trufted 
in the Lord. : 
bi 36 And the elders faid, As we walked in the garden alone, this 
ayoman came in with two maitls, and fhut the garden doors, and 
t the maids away. ee 
de Then a young man, who was there hid; came unto her; and 
ith her. ‘ : af 
+9y 3 "Then we that ftood ina corer of the garden, feeing this wicked - 
S; unto them. : 
nee “And whe we faw them together, the man we could not hold: 
for he was {tronger than we, and opened the door, and leaped out. 


40 But having taken this woman, we afked who the young man , 


t fhe would not tell us: thefe things do we tettify. 
me Then the affembly believed them, as thofe that were the elders 
and judges of the people: fo they condemned her to death: 
2 : 
lafting God, that knoweft the fecrets, and knoweft all things before 
be: . : . 
a Thou knoweft that they have borne falfe witnefs againft me, 
and, behold, I muft di¢; whereas I nevet ‘did fich things as thefe 
men have malicioufly invented againfl me. — 


fares the world has to beftow: The event, which terminated in het deliver- 
ance, and the punifhment of her wicked accufers, fhould animate us to perfe- 


BEL AND THE DRAGON. 


‘your wickednefs. 


hen Sufanna cried out with a loud voice, and faid, O ever- | 


Apocrypha: ‘ 


44 And the Lord heard'her voice... Sa ee 
. 45 q Therefore when the was led up,to be put to death, the Lord 
raifed up the holy fpirit of a young youth, whofe name was Daniel :.- 
.46 Who cried with a loud voice, I am clear from the blood oF 
this woman. : ee ; a isos 
_ 47 Then all the people turned them toward him, and faid, What 
mean,thefe words that thou haft fpoken? oe STE 
, 48 So he ftanding in the midit of them faid, Are ye fuch fools, 
ye fons of {fracl, that withaut examination or knowledge of the truth 
ye have condemned a daughter of Ifracl?, , 0... 25 one: 
49 Return again.to the place of, judgment: for they have borne 
falfe witnels apainft her. . . . te 
56 Wherefore all the people turned again in halte, and the elders 


~ faid unto him, Come fit down among us, and fhew it us, fecing God 


hath giveri thee the honour of an elder. 


_ 51 Then faid Daniel unto them, Put thefe two afide one far from 
another, and I will examine them. ‘ 
_ 52 So when they were put afunder one from another, he called 
one of therm, and faid unto him, Othou that art waxen old in wick= 
ect, now thy fins which thou haft cémmitted aforetime are come 
to light: = : 
se For thou fiatt pronounced falfe {udgment, and haft condemned 
the innocent, and haft let the guilty go free; albeit, the Lord. faith; 


’ The innocent and righteous fhalt thou not flay. 


54 Now then, if thon haft feen her, tell me, Under what tree 
faweft thou them companying together? Who anfwered, Under a 
maftick tree., . J : 

55 And Daniel faid, Very well ; thou haft lied againft thine own 
head; for even now the angel of God hath received the fenterice of 
God to cut thee in two. moe : 

56 So he put him afide, and commanded to bring the other, and 
faid unto him, O thou feed of Chanaan, and not of Juda, beauty hath 
deceived thee, and Inft hath perverted thine heart. : 

57 Thus have ye dealt with the daughters of Ifracl, and they for . 
fear companied with you: but: the daughier of Juda would not abide 


- .58 Now therefote-tell-me, Under what tree didft thon take theni - 
companying together? Who anfwered, Under an holm tree. . 
59 Then faid Daniel unto him, Well; thou haft alfo lied againft - 


‘thine own head: for the angel of God waiteth with the fword to cut 


thee in two, that he may déftroy you. . / he ie is 
66 With that all the affembly cried With a loud voice, and praifed 
God, who faveth them that truft in him. i . 
6x And. they arofe againft the two elders, for Daniel had conviéted 
them of falfe witnefs by their own mouth : 


62 And according to the law of Mofes they did unto them in fuch 


‘ fort as they malicioufly intended ‘to do their neighbour: and they 
: put them to death. Thus the innocent blood was faved the fame 


day. : f . ‘ ; 
bs Therefore Chelcias and his wife praifed God for their daughter 
Sufanna, with Joacim her hufband, and all the kindred, bécaufe there 
was no difhonelty found in-her. ! 

64 From that day forth was Daniel held in great reputation in the 
fight of the people. : : 3 


vere in the path of daty, not doubting that God, in that cafe, will {peedily 
avenge us of olir enemies, according to his promife. re 








The Hiftory of the Deftriidtion of BEL arid the DRAGON, cut off fromthe End of DANIE L. 


‘ 


% ND king Aftyages ivas gathered to his fathers, and Cyrus 
A of Perfia received his kingdom. ; _ 

2 And Daniel converfed with the king, and was honoured above 
all his friends. 7 : ; 

3 Now the Babylonians had art idol, called Bel, and there was 
fpent upon him every day twelve pieat medafures of fine flour, and 
forty fheep, and fix veffels of wine: * u 
_ 4 And the king worfhipped it, ar ies daily to adore it: but 
Daniel worfhipped his own God. nd the king faid unto him; 
Why doft not thok worfhip Bel? : J ieaneae 

5 Who anfwered and faid, Becaufe I may not wWorfhip idols made 
with hands; but the living God, who hath created the heaven and 
the earth, and hath fovereignty over all flefh. _ ; i 

6 Then faid the king unto him, Thinkeft thou not that Bel is a 
living God? feeft thou not how much he eateth and drinketh every 

? 
me Then Daniel fmiled; and faid, O King, be not deceived: for 
this is but clay ‘within, and brafs without, and never did eat or drink 
anything: ‘ ; 7 . . : 

8 So the king was wroth, and called for his priefts,and faid untothem, 
If ye tell me not who this is that devoureth thefe expences; ye fhall die, 

9 Bit if ye can certify me that Bel devoureth them, then Daniel 


NOTES of Illuftration, and REFLECTIONS. | 
The king of Babyloh was fo bigotted to a ftupid idol, that ‘nothing, but 
genlar demonitration could convince him of his error; We may here alfo ob- 
No. 80. 1 


fhall die: for he,hath fpoken blafphemyagainft Bel: Arid Daniel faid 
uiato the king, Let it he according to thy word. ; 

io Now the priefts of Bel were threefcore and ten, befide their 
wives and children. And the king went with Daniel into the temple 
of Bel. ; ; . : 

_ 14 So Bel’s priefts faid, Lo, we go out: but thou, O king, fet oni , 
the meat, and make ready the wine, and fhut the door faft, and feal 
it with.thine own fignet ; 2 : 

12 And to-morrow when thou comeft in, if thou findeft not that 
Bell hath eaten up all, we will fuffer death; or elfe Daniel, that 
fpeaketh falfely againft us. : 

13 And they little regarded it: for under the table they had made 
a privy entrance, whereby they entered in continually, and confumed 
thofe things. vs : ae : 

14 So whén they were gone forth, the king fet meats before Bel. 
Now Daniel had commanded his fervants to bring afhes, and thofe’ 
they ftrewed throughout all the temple in the prefence of the kin 


‘alone: then went they out, and fhut the door, and fealed it wit 


the king’s fignet, ahd fo departed. _ : 
ts Now in the night came the priéfts with their wives and chil- 
drei, as they were wont to do, and did eat and drink up all. 
r61In | 


ferve the crafty practices of thofe pricits, who madea property of the king’s 


: credulity ; and imagining their practices would never be detected, boluly. 
* put thé affair 6 an iffue; Eee found that defigns accomplifhed under the 


impenetrabl: 






Apocrypha. 


x6 In the morning betime the king arofe, and Daniel with him. 

17 And the king faid, Daniel, are the feals whole? And he faid, 
Yea, O king,: they be whole. : 2 

18 And as foon as he had opened the door, the king looked upon 
the table, and cried with a loud vdice, Great art thou, O Bel, and 
with thee is n6 deccit at all. . ne : 

19 Then laughed Daniel, and held the king that he fhould not go 
in, and faid, Behold now the pavement, and "mark well whofe foot- 
Reps are thefe. oe . 

20 And the king faid, 1 fee the footfteps of men, women, and 
children. And then the king was angry, 


at And took the priefts with their wives and children, who fhewed 


22 Therefore the king flew them, and delivered Bel into Danicl’s 
power, who deftroyed him and his temple. 

23 And In that fame place there was a preat dragon, which they 
of Babylon worfhipped. . 

a4. And the king faid unto Daniel, Wilt thou alfo fay that this is 
of brafs? lo,:he liveth, he eateth and drinketh; thou canit not fay 
that he is no living god: therefore worfhip him. : : 

as Then faid Daniel unto the king, I will wosthip the Lord my 
God: for he is the living God. . ‘ 

26 But give me leave, O king, and I will flay this dragon without 
{word or ftaff. The king faid, I give thee leave. | 

27 Then Daniel took pitch, and ‘fat, and hair, and did feethe them 
together, and mnde lumps thereof: this he put in thedragon’s mouth, 
and fo the dragon burft.in funder: and Daniel faid, Lo, thefe are the 
gods ye worthip. © : : 

a8 Wher, they of Babylon heard that, they took great indignation, 
and confpired againft the king, ee Ae The'king ts become a Jew, 
arid he hath deftroyed Bel, he hath flain t 


he dragon, and put the priefts 
to death. ; 


a 
impenetrable mantle of the night, are often expofed to the eyes of the whole 
. -world ; thereby teaching us, that God will one day bring to light the hid- 





.I MAC CABEES. 


Bim the privy doors, where they came in, and confumed fuch things dinner that thou haft into Babylon unto Daniel, who is in the lions? 
as were upon the table. , i 


« 


Apocrypha. 


29 So they came to the king, and faid, Deliy : 
Weodcmorieend bch 8 ee 


o Now when the king faw tha i i 
ftroned, he delivered Daniel a nan ae pees teres eine eon 
3t Who caft him ihto the lions’ den: where he was fix days. 

32 And in the dén there were feven lions, and they had given 
them every day two carcafes, and two fheep: which then were not 
given to them,, to the intent they might devour Daniel. 

33 Now there was in Jewry 2 prophet, called Habaccuc, who had 
made pottage, and had broken bread in a bowl, and was going into 
the field, for to bring it to the reapers. 

34 But the ange} of the Lord faid into Habaecuc, Go, carry the 


35 And Habaccuc faid, Lord, I never faw Babylon; neither do I 
know where the den is.’ ‘ 

‘ ge thea the anes! ao is Lord took ‘him by the crown, and bare 
im by the hair of his head, and through the vehem f his {piri 
fet mi in hee over the den. E is ae ele 
37 And Habaccuc cried, faying, O Daniel, Daniel, tak in- 

ner which God hath fent thee. : ee rrnee 

38 And Daniel faid, Thou haft remembered me, O God: neither 
hait thou forfaken them that feek thee and love thee. 

39 So Daniel arofe, and did eat: and the angel of the Lord fet 
Habaccuc in his own place again immediately. 

40 Upon the feventh day the king went to bewail Daniel: and 
wien he came to theden, he looked in, and, behold, Daniel was’ 
itting. a ‘ 

41 Then cried the king with aloud voice, faying, Great art thou,’ 
O Lord God of Daniel, and there is none Bice belide thee. 

42 And he drew him out, and caft thofe that were the caufe of his 
deftruction into the den: and they were devoured in a moment be~ 
fore his face. : Z 


a 
den.atts of darknefs, and that wicked works done in fecret, will 
be proclaimed before men and angels. Sean sae 


a a  T , 


The Prayer of MANASSES King of Judah, when he was holden Captive in Babylon:. 


———oooI >= ——e———————————— 


Lord Almighty God of our fathers, Abraham, Ifadc, and Ja- 
cob, and of their righteous feed; who haft made heaven and 
earth, with all the ornament thereof; who haft bound the fea 
by the word of thy commandment ; who haft fhut up the deep, and 
féaled it by thy terrible and glorious name; whom all men fear, and 


tremble before thy power ; for the majeity of thy glory cannot be 


borne, and thine angry threatening toward finners is importable: but 
thy merciful promife is unmeafurable and unfearchable; for thou art 
the moft high Lord, of great compaffion, long fuffering, very merci- 
ful, and repenteft of the evils of men. Thou, O Lord, according to 
thy great goodnefs, haft promifed repentance and forgivenefs to them 
that bave finned againft thee, and of thine infinite mercies haft ap- 
pointed repentance unto finners, that they may be faved. Thou 
therefore, O Lord, that art the God of the juft, haft not appointed 
repentance to the jul}, as to Abraham, and Haac, and Jacob, which 
have not finned againft thee; but thou haft appointed repentance 
unto me that am a2 finner: for I have finned above the number of 
the fands of the fea. My tranfgreffions, O Lord, are multiplied: my 


NOTES of Iluftration, and REFLECTIONS. 
This is a very folemn addrefs to the divine Being, wherein the author con- 
templates and admires the omnipotence and wifdom of God in his works: but 
when he confidera the majefty and glory of Jehovah, and the terrors of his 


_ parts of the earth. 


tranfgreffions are multiplied, and I am not worthy to behold and fee 
the height of heaven for the multitude of mine iniquities. Iam bowed: 
down with many iron bands, that I cannot lift up mine head, neither 


' haveany releafe: for I have provoked thy wrath, and donc evil before 


thee: I did not thy will, neither kept I thycommandments: I have 

fet up abominations, and have multiplied offences. Now therefore. 
I bow the knee of mine heart, befeeching thce of grace. I have 

finned, O Lord, I have finned, and I acknowledge mine iniquities : 

wherefore I humbly befeech thee, forgive me, O Lord, forgive me, 

and deftroy me not with mine iniquities. Be not angry with me 

for ever, by referving evil for me; neither condemn me into the lower. 
For thou art the God, ever the God of them 

that repent; and in me thou wilt fhew all thy goodnefs: for thou 

wilt fave: me, that am unworthy, according to thy great mercy. 

Therefore 1 will praife thee for ever all the days of my life: for all 

the powers of the heavens do praife thee, and thine is the glory for 

ever andever. Amen. ; 


rr 
guftice to finners, he is ftruck with aftonifhment; till, recollecting the good~ 
nefs of the Almighty, he banifhes defpair, and conccives hopes of mercy and 
falvation from him. Hence Jet us learn, that affliction is the {chool of wif- 
dom, while repentance, humiliation, and prayer, procure pardon and peace. 








The Fit Book of the MACCABEES. 





CHAP. I. ans 
A ND it happened, after that Alexander fon of Philip, the Ma- 
cedonian, who came out of the land of Chettim, had fmitten 
Darius, king of the Perfians and Medes, that he reigned in his ftead, 
the firft over Greece, ; 
2 And made many wars, and won many ftrong holds, and flew 
the kings of the earth, : 
3 And went through to the ends of the earth, and took -{pnils of 
many nations, infomuch that the earth was quiet before him; where- 
upon he was exalted, and his heart was lifted up. 
4 And he gathered a mighty {trong hoft, and ruled over countries, 
and nations, and kings, who became tributaries unto him. 


: NOTES of Iuftration, and REFLECTIONS. 
I. Many heathen authors bear teftimony to the truth of what is here ad- 


- g And after thefe things he fell fick, and perceived that he fhould 
die. ; 
6 Wherefore he called his fervants, fuch as were honourable, and’ 
had been brought up with him from his youth, and parted his king-- 
dom among them, while he was yet alive. 

So Alexander reigned twelve years, and then died. 8 

g And his fervants bare rule every one in his place. 

g And after his death they all put crowns upon themfslues 3‘ fo did 
their fons after them many years: and evils were multiplied in the - 
earth. ae 

1o And there came out of them a wicked root, Antiochus fur- 
named. Epiphanes, fon of Antiochus the king, who had been an hof- - 


tage 
vanced, viz, that Antiochus committed the moft horrid cruelties on the people 


of Egypt; fox he put all the priefts to death, and burnt many of their moft 
famous” 









Apocrypha. 
tage at Rome, and he reigned in the hundred and thirty and feventh 
year of the kingdom of the Greeks. : 

31 In thofe days went there out of Ifrael wicked men, who per- 
fuaded many, faying, Let us go and make a covenant with the heathen 
rhat are round about us: for fince we departed from them we have 
had much forrow. 

12 So this device pleafed them well. : 

13 Then certain of the people were fo forward herein, that they 
went to the king, who gave them licence to do after the ordinances 

heathen 
= Te herca pot they built a place of exercife at Jerufalem accord- 
ing to the cuftoms of the heathen: : : 

15 And made themfelves uncircumcifed, and forfook the holy co- 
venant, and joined themfelves to the hedthen, and were fold to do 
anifchief. : . ; 

16 Now when the kingdom was eftablifhed before Antiochus, he 
thought to reign over Egypt, that hé might have the dominion of 

| z . - 
by Whewtote he entered into Egypt with a preat multitude, with 
chariots, and elephants, and horfemen, and a Beat navy. 

18 And made war againft Ptolemee king of Egypt; but Ptolemee 
was afraid of him, and fled; and many were wounded to.death. 

19 Thus they got the ftrong citics in the land of Egypt, and he 

Kk the fpoils thereof. . ; 
ean ‘Aud after that Antiochus had {mitten Egypt, he returned again 
in the hundred forty and third year, and went.up againft Ifrael and 

falem with a great multitude, : 

Ae aa Citeiet proudly into the fanétuary, and took away the 
olden altar, and the candleftick of light, and all the veffels thereof, 
s 22 And the table of the fhewbread, and the pouring veffels, and 
the vials, and the cenfers of gold, and the vail, and the crowns, and 
the golden ornaments that were before the temple, all which he 

‘off. . 
ple took alfo the filver and the gold, and the précious veflels 2 
alfo he took the hidden treafures which he found. — . 

24 And when he had taken all away, he went into his own land, 
having made a great maffacre, and fpoken very proudly. - 

. 25 Therefore there was great mourning in Ifrael, in every place 

th ere 5 ae a 
web thet ee princes and elders mourned ; the virgins and young 
amen were made feeble, and the beauty of women was changed. 

27 Ever bridegroom took up lamentation, and fhe that fat in the 

aarri ber was in heavinefs. . s : 
m8 The land alfo was moved for’ the es thereof, and all 
b was covered with confufion. ee : 

Tae Aad teen years fully expired the king fent his chief col- 
Ye&tor of tribute unto the cities of Juda, who.came unto Jerufalem 


with a great multitude, 


d fpake peacea d 
eiken ey had piven him credence, he fell fuddenly upon the city, 


and {mote it very fore, and deftroyed much people of Hrael. 


x And when he had taken the fpoils of the city, he fet it on fire, 


ulled down the houfes and walls thereof on’ every fide. 


oe But the women and children took they captive, and poffeffed 


oe an builded they the city of David with a great and ftrong 
weal and with mighty towers, and made it a ftrong hold for them. 

4 And they put therein a finful nation, wicked men, and fortified 
Bae whey fhored it alfo with armour and victuals, and when they 
had gathered together the fpoils of Jerufalem, they laid them up there, 

became a fore fnare: : . 
aioe Fer a vai a place to lie in wait againft the fanctuary, and an 


i fary to Ifrael. ; 
. rhuniey thed innocent blood on every fide of the fan€tuary, 


and defiled it: 


38 Infomuch that the inhabitants of Jerufalem. fled becaufe of 


them: whereupon the ct/y was made an habitation of {trahgers, and 
became ftrange to thofe that were born in her; and her.own children 


left her. 


39 Her fan&uary was laid wafte like a wildernefs, her fealts were 


turned into mourning, her fabbaths into reproach, her honour into 


ft. . : 
Tae me had been her glory, fo was her difhonour increafed, and her 


excellency was turned into mourning. . : 
1 Mivcover king Antiochus wrote to his whole kingdom, that al} 


be one people, 
eS aay ane fhould Ieave his laws: fo all the heathen agreed 


according to the commandment of the king. 


43 Yea, many alfo of the Ifraelites confented to his religion, and - 


i to idols, and profaned the fabbath. 
i is tor the kine had feat letters by meffengers unto Jerufalem and 
the cities of Juda, that they fhould follow the ftrange laws of the land, 
45 And forbid byrnt offerings, and facrifice, and drink offerings, 


ES 


famous temples: healfo endeavoured to get the Jews to forfake their religion, 4 


s bedient to his government. The profanenefs and cruelty of this 
Soe sad bas people: thoula excite in us an awful reverence of the Divine 


CHAP. 


ble words unto them, but af] was deceit: for 
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in the temple; ahd that they fhould profane the fabbaths and fefs 
tival days : 

#6 And pollute the fanétuary and holy peaple : aie 

47 Set up altars, and groves, and chapels of idols, aiid facrificé 
{wine’s flefh, and unclean beafts : ; 

48 That they fhould dlfo leave their children wicircumcifed, and 
make their fouls abominablé with all manner of uricleannefs and pro« 
fanation: : : Paes ba 
' 49 To theend they might forget thé law, and change all the ordi- 
nances. ‘ : 

50 And whofoever would not do according té the commandment 
of the king, 4e faid, he fhould die. BPs s.r 

54 In the felffame manner wrote he to his whole kingdom, «and 





} Tie a overfeers over all the people, commanding the cities of 


uda to facrifice city by city. 
52 Then.many of the people were patheréd unto them, to wit, 
ey one that forfook the law; and {6 they committed evils in the 
and 5 : oe . 
53 And drove the Ifraclites into fecret places, even whétcfoever 
they could flee for fuccour. | _ . : 
54 Now the fifteenth day of the month Caflen, in the hundred forty 
and fifth year, they fet up the abomination of defolation upon the’ 
alent, and builded idol altars throughout the cities of Juda on every 
ide ; e : 
55 And burnt incenfe at the doors of their houfes, and in the flreets. 
56 And when they had rent in. pieces the books of the law which 
they found, they Burnt them with fire. "3 Ae Fe 
57 And wherefoever was found with any book of the teftament, or 
if any confented to the law, the king’s commandment was, that they 
fhould put him to death. . : cigs 
’ 58 Thus did they by their authority unto the I fraelites every month, 
to-as many as‘were found inthecities. = 9 ¢ * 11 
59. Now the five and twentieth day of the month they did facrifice 
upon the idol altar, which“was upon the altar of God. : 
60 At which ‘time ‘according to the commandment they put to 
death, certain women that had caufed their children to be circumcifed.: 
- 61 And they hanged the infants about their necks,‘and rifled their’ 
houfes, and flew them that had circumcifed them. .° my ht 
62 Howbeit nigny ir Ifrael were fully refolved and confirmed ig 
theinfelvés.not to eat any unclean thing. : ee 
63 Wherefore they chofe rather to die, that they might not be dex: 
filed with'meats, and that they might not profane the holy covenants . 
fo then they died. tee aS 
’ 64. And there was very great wrath upon Ifrael. 
ae ; é HAP. II. 


N thofe days arofe Mattathias the fon of John, de fe of Simeon, a 
prieft oP the fons of Joarib, ‘from Jerufalem, and dwelt in Modin. 

2 And he had five fons, Joannan, called Caddis: 

“g Simon, called Thaffi: 
-' 4. Judas, who was called Maccabeus + 

5 aaees called Avaran: arid Jonathan, whofe furname was 
Apphus. . “a , 

TP And when he faw the blafpliemies that were committed in Juda 
and Jerufalem, hs : 

7 He faid, Woe is me! wherefore wis t born to fee this mifery 
of my people, and of the holy city, and td dwell there, when it wag 
delivered into the hand of the enemy, atid the fanétuary into the 
hand of ftrangers? 

8 Her temple is become as a man without glory: 

9 Her glorious veffels are carried away into captivity, her infants 
are flain in the ftreets, her young men with the fword of the enenty. 

10 What nation hath not had a part in her kingdorn, and gotten 
of her fpoils? ‘ 

1x- AY] her ornaments are taken away 5 of 4 free woman fhe is 
become a bondflave. : 

‘12 And, behold, our fanctuary, even our beauty and our glory, 
is laid wafte,, and the Gentiles have profaried it. 

13 To what end therefore fhall we live any loriger? 

14. Then Mattathias and his fons rent their clothes, and put om 
fackcloth, and mourned very foré. ; 

15 In the mean while the king's officers, fuch as compelled the peo- 
ple to revolt, came into the city Modin, to make them facrifice. 

16 And when many of Ifraef came unto them, Mattathias alfo and 
his fons came together. eS Foe 

17 Thenanfwered the king’s officers, and faid to Mattathias on 
this wife, Thou art a ruler, and an honourable and great man in this 
city, and ftrenfthened with fons and brethret : 

18 Now therefore come thou fitft, and fulfil the king’s command- 
ment, like as all-the heathen have done, yea, and the then of Juda 


:alfo, and {uch as remain at Jerufalem: {0 thalt thou and thy houfe be 
_in the number of the kinp’s friends, and thou and thy children fhalk 
.be honoured with filver and gold, and many rewards. 


19 Then Mattathias anfwered and fpake with a loud voice, Though 


i ial the nations that are under the King’s dominion obey him, and fall 


a away 
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;Majefty, and devotednefs to him; left we alfo become a prey to our mercilefg 
‘enemies. II. Though Alexander the Great fuffered the Jews to live accord- 
‘ing to sheic own laws, yet they were quite reduced to flavery under Antiochus, 


who 
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away every ‘one from the religion of their fathers, and pive confent 19 
his commandiments ; . ; 

20 Yet will | and my fons and my brethren walk in the covenant 
of our fathers. : , ; . 

at God forbid that we fhould forfake the law and the ordinances. 
- 92 Wewill not, hearken to the king’s words, to go from our reli- 
gion, either on the right hand, or the left. - 

23 Now when he had left fpeaking thefe words, there came one of 
thelews in the fight of all to facrifice on the altar which was at Modin, 
according to the king’s commandment. . ; 

24. Which thing when Mattathias faw, he was inflamed with zeal, 
and his reins trembled, neither could he forbear to fhew his anger ac- 
cording to judgment: wherefore he ran, and flew him upon the altar. 

25 ‘Kilo the king’s commiffioner, who compelled men to facrifice, 
he Killed at that time, and the altar he pulled down. 

26 Thus dealt he zealoufly for the law of God, like as Phinees did 
unto Zambri the fon of Salom. Lae ; 

27 And Mattathias cried throughout the city with a Joud voice; 
faying, Wholoever is zealous of the law, and maintaineth the covenant, 
let him follow me. ; ; 

28 So-he and: his fons fled into the mountains, and left all that 
ever they had in the.city. . . 

29 Then many that fought after jultice and Judgment went dowtt 
into the wildernefs, to dwell there: cn Vp . 

‘ 30 Both they, and their children, and their wives, and their cattle; 
becaufe affliétions increafed-fore upon them. ; 

‘ 1 Now when it was told the king’s fervants, and the hoft that 
twas at Jerufalem, in-the city of David, that certain men, who had 
broken the king’s commandment, were gone down into the fecret 
places in the wildernefs, cag 

_ 92 They purfued after them a great number, and tiaving overtaken 
them, they camped againft them, and made war againfl them on the 


fabbath day. - : 


33 And they faid unto them, Let that which ye have dohe hitherto 


fuffice; come forth, and do according to the commandment of the 
king, and ye fhall five.. _ ee ; . 

34. But they faid, We will not come forth, neither will we do the 
king’s commandment, to, profane the fabbath day. 

, 3g So then they gave them the battle with all fpeed. 

36 Howbeit they anfwered them not, neither ca{t they a ftone at 
them, nor {topped the places where they lay hid ; 

or 37 But faid, let us die all in our innocency: heaven and earth 
thal tettify for us, that ye put us to death wrongfelly. 

38 So they rofe up againit them in battle on the fabbath, and they 
flew them, with their wives and children, and their cattle, to the 
number of a thoufand people. . 

g Now when Mattathias and his friends underftood.hegeof, they 
mourned for them right fore. a 

40 And one of them faid to another, If we all_do as our brethren 
have done, and fight not for,our lives and laws aguinft the heathen, 
they will now quickly root us out of the earth. 

41 At that time therefore they decreed, faying, Whofoever thall 
come to make battle with us on the fabbath day, we will fight againft 
him; neither will we die all, as our brethren that were murdered in 
the fecret places. . . 

‘42 Then came there unto him a company of Affideans, who were 
mighty men of Ifrael, even all fuch as were voluntarily devoted unto 
.the law. 

‘43 Alfo all they that fled for perfecution joined themfelves unto 
them, and -were a ftay unto them. : eas 

44 So they joined their forces, and fmote finful men in their anger, 
and wicked men in their wrath: but the reft ficd to the heathen for 
fuccour. 

_. 45 Then Mattathias and his friends went round about, and pulled 
down the altars : 

46 And what children foever they found within the coaft of Hrael 
uncircumcifed, thofe they circumcifed valiantly. 

47 They purfued alfo after the proud men, and the work profpered 
in their hand. 
~ 48 So they recovered the law out of the hand of the Gentiles, and 
out of the hand of kings, neither fuffered they the finner to triumph. 
- 49 Now when the time drew near that Mattathias fhould die, he 
faid unto his fons, Now hath pride and rebuke gotten ftrength, and 
the time of deftruCtion, and the wrath of indignation : 

50 Now therefore, my fons, be ye zealous for the law, and give 
your lives for the covenant of your fathers. 

51 Call to remembrance what acts our fathers did in their time: 
fo fhall ye receive great honour, and an everlafting name. - 

52 Was not Abraham found faithful in temptation, and it was 
imputed unto him for righteoufnefs? ‘ ; 

Jofeph in the time of his diftrefs kept the commandment, and 
was made lord of Egypt. _ es : 

‘54 Phinees, our ather, in being zealous and fervent obtained the 
covenant of an everlafting priefthood. ; 

“55 Jefus, for fulfilling the word, was made a judge in Hrael. 





who obliged them to profane the fabbath. " Bat God raifed them up a de 
~ liverer in-Mattathias, who in time checked the progrefs of that haughty ty- 
nant, Let this be a Ieflon to usall, that if we humbly call upon God in our 
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. §6 Caleb for bearing withefs before the congregation received the 
heritage of the land. ; 

67 David for being merciful poffeffed the throne of an everlafting 
kingdom mS ; 

; 58 Elias for being zealous and fervent for the law was taken up 
into heaven. : 

59 Ananias, Azarias, and Mifael, by believing were faved out of 
the flame. ‘ eh : : 

60 Daniel for his innocency was delivered from the mouth of lions. 

61 And thus confider ye throughout all ages, that nune that put 
their truft in him’ fhall be overcome. 

62 Fear not then the words of a finful man: for his glory fhall 
be dung and worms. 

63 To day he.fhall be lifted up, and to morrow he fhall not be 
found, becaufe he is returned into his duft, and his thought is come 
to nothing. . 

64. Wherefore, ye my fons, be valiant, and fhew_yourfelves men in 
the behalf of the Jaw ; for by it fhall ye obtain glory. 

65 And, behold, I know that your brother Simon is a man of 
counfel, give ear unto him alway: he fhall bea father unto you. — 

66 As for Judas Maccabeus,. he hath been mighty and ftrong, 
even from his youth up: let him be your captain, and fight the battle 
of the people. ; 

67 Take alfo unto you all thofe that obferve the law, and avenge 
ye the wrong of. your people. 

Recompenfe-fully the heathen, and take heed tothe command- 
ments of the law. 

‘6g So he bleffed them, and was gathered to his fathers. 

go And he died‘in.the hundred forty and fixth year, and his fons 
buried him in the fepulchres of his fathers at Modin, and all Ifraed 
made great lamentation for him. « 

: : CHAP. IIf. : 
oe EN his fon Judas, called Maccabeus, rofe up ih his ftead. 
ft” 2 Andaall-his brethren helped him, and fo did all they that 
held with his father, and they fought with chearfulnefs the battle. 
of Ifrack ° 

3 So he gat his people great honour, and put on a breaft-plate as 2 
giant, and girt his. warlike harnefs about him, and he made battles, 
protecting the hoft with his fword. 

a 4 In his acts he was like a lion, and like a lion’s whelp roaring for 
is prey. ahig! 

5 For he purfued the wicked, and fought them out, and burnt up 
thofe that vexed his people. 

6 Wheiefore the wicked fhrunk for fear of him, and all the workers 
of iniquity wete troubled, becaufe falvation profpered in his hand. 

7 He grieved alfo many kings, and made Jacob glad with his aéts, 
and his mernorial is bleffed for ever. . 

8 Moreover he went through the cities of Juda, deftroying the un- 
godly out of them, and turning away wrath from Ifrael :. 

9 So that he was renowned unto the uttermott part of the earth, 
and he reccived unto him fuch as were ready to perifh. 

10 Then Appollonius gathcred the Gentiles together, and a great 
hoft out of Samaria, to fight againft Ifrael. 

. 11 Which thing when Judas perceived, he went forth to meet him, 
and fo he {mote him, and flew him: many alfo fell down flain, but 
the reft fled. : . 

12 Wherefore Judas took their fpoils, and Appollonius’ fword alfo, 


_and therewith he fought all his life long. 


13 Now when Seron, a prince of the army of Syria, heard fay that 
Judas had gathered unto him a multitude and company of the faithful 
to go out with him to war; 

14 He faid, I will get me a name and honour in the kingdom; 


‘for I will go fight with Judas and them that are with him, who def- 


pife the king’s commandment. 

. 15 Sohe made him ready to go up, and there went with him a 
mighty holt of the ungodly to help him, and to be avenged of the 
children of Ifrael. : : 

x6 And when he came near to the going up of Bethhoron, Judas 
went forth to meet him with a fmall company : 

' x7 Who, when they faw the hoft coming to mect them, faid untae 
Judas, How fhall we be able, being fo few, to fight apainft fo great 
a multitude and fo ffrong, feetng we are ready.to faint with falting 
all this day? 

~18 Unto whom Judas anfwered, It is no hard matter for many to 
be fhut up in the hands of a few; and with she God of heaven it is 
all one, to deliver with a great multitude, or a fmall company : 

19 For the viQory of battle ftandeth not in the multitude of an 
hoft; but ftrength cometh from:heaven. ~ : 

20 They come againft us in much pride and iniquity to deftroy us, 
and our wives and children, and to fpoil us: 

2t But we fight for our lives and our laws. : . 

22, Wherefore the Lord himfelf will overthrow them before our 


face: and as for yon, be ye not afraid of them. 


23, Now as foon as he had left off fpeaking, he leapt fuddenly 
upon 


trouble, he will deliver us out of our diftrefs, or give us patience to bear it. 

IL. We find in this chapter, that Judas Maccabeus makesa noble ftand in 

sdefenes of his countrymen; for according to antient hittory yheand his valiant . 
followers 
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upon them, and fo Seron and his hoft was overthrown. before him. 

24. And they purfucd them from the going down of Bethoron unto 
the plain, where were flain about eight hundred men of them; and 
the refidue fled into the land of the Philiftines. 

25 Then began the fear of Judas and his brethren, and an excced~ 
ing preat dread, to fall upon the nations round about him: 

26 Informuch as his fame came unto the king, and all nations talked 
of the battles of Judas. | 

27 Now when king Antiochus heard thefe things he was full of in- 
dignation: wherefore he fent and gathered together all the forces of 
his realm, even a very flrong army. 

28 He opencd alfo his treafure, and gave his foldiers pay for a 
year, commanding them to be ready whenfoever he fhould need them. 
~ a9 Neverthelefs, when he faw that the money of his treafures failed, 
and that the tributes in the country were {mall, becaule of the dillen- 
fion and plague, which he had brought upon the land in taking away 
the laws which had been of old time; 

go He feared that he fhould not be able to bear the charges any 
longer, nor to have fuch gifts to give fo liberally as he did before : 
fer he had abounded above the kings that were before him. 

gr Wherefore, being greatly perplexed in his mind, he determined 
to go into Perlia, there to take the tributes of the countries, and ‘to 
gather much money. , 

32 So he left Lyfias, a nobleman, and one of the blood royal, to 
overfee the affairs of the king from the river Euphrates urito the bor- 
ders of Egypt: Se ere 

3 And to bring up his fon Antiochus, until he came again. 

+. Moreover, he delivered unto him thé half of his forces, and the 
elephants, and gave him charge of all things that he would have done, 
as alfo concerning them that dwelt in Juda and Jerufalem : 

35 fo wit, that he fhould fend an army againit them, to deftroy and 
root out the {trength of Ifrael, and the remnant of Jerufalem, and to 
take away their memorial from that place; 

26 And that he fhould place ftrangers in all their quarters, and di- 
vide their land by lot. 

27 So the king took the half of the forces that remained, and de- 
parted from Antioch, his royal city, the hundred forty and feventh 
sear; and having palled the river Luphrates, he went through the 
high countrics: : ; 

8 Then Lyfiaschofe Ptolemee the fon of Gorymencs, and Nica- 
nor, and Gorgias, mighty men of the king’s friends: 

And with them he fent forty thoufand footmen, and feven thou- 
fand horfemen, to go into the land of Juda, and to deftroy it, as the 
king commanttcd. 

490 
by Emmaus in the plain country. 3 

4. And the merchants of the country, hearing the fame of them, 


took filver and gald very much, with fervants, and came into the 
camp to buy the children of Ifrael for flaves: a power alfo of Syria 
and of the land ot the Philiftines joined themfelves unto them. 

42 Now when Judas and his brethren faw that miferies were mul- 
tiplied, and that the forces did ertamp themfelves in their borders; 
for they knew how the king had given commandment to deftroy the 
people, and utterly abolifh them ; 

43 They faid one to another, Let us reftore the dacayed eftate of 
war people, and let us fight for our people and the fanQtuary. | 

44 Then was the congregation gathered together, that they might 
be ready for battle, and that they might pray, ahd afk mercy and 
compaliion. . ; : 

45 Now Jerufalem lay void as a wildernefs, there was none of her 
children that went in or out: the fan€tuary alfo was trodden down, 
and aliens kept the flrong hold; the heathen had their habitation in 


that place; and joy was taken from Jacob, and the pipe with the harp 


ceafed. 

46 Wherefore the Ifraclites affembled themfelves together, and 
caine to Mafpha, over againft Jerufalem ; forin Mafpha was the place 
where they prayed aforetime in irae. 

47 Then they falled chat day, and put on fackcloth, and caft afhes 
upon their heads, and rent their clothes, 

48 And laid open the book of the law, wherein the heathen had 
fought to paint the likenels of their images. ; 

49 They broughcalfo the priefts’ garments, and the firft fruits, and 
the tuthes: and the Nazarites they flirred up, who had accomplifhed 
their days. . 

a "bhen cricd they with a loud voice toward heaven, faying, What 
fhall we do with thefe, and whither fhall we carry them away? — 
5! Forthy fanétuary is trodden down and profaned, and thy priefts 
are in heavinefs, and brought low. . ; 

52 And, Jo, the heathen are aflembled together againft us to deftroy 
us: what things they imagine againit us, thou knowett. 

53 How {hall we be able to fland sgainit them, except thou, O God, 


be our help? 


54 Then founded they with trumpets, and cried with a loud voice 


Enel 


many depredations on Antiochus, but alfo made 
ere in league with him. Thus, a€ting from 
ans, he found the bleffing of the Almighty 


followers not only committed 

“war upon thofe nations who 

audable motives, and by right me 

to accompany his undertakings. 
No. 80. 


So they went forth with all their power, and came and pitched | 


IV. We have lately feen that the great tri- 


fura, and Judas met them with ten thoufand men. 


55 And after this Judas ordained captains over the people, even 
captains over thoufands, and over hundreds, and over fifties, and 
over tens: . 

56 Butas for fuch as were building houfes, or had betrothed wives, 
or were planting vineyards, orwere fearful, thofe he commanded that 
they fhould return, every man to his own houfe, according to the law 

$67 Sothe camp removed, and pitehed upon the fouth fide of Em- 
maus. 

58 And Judas faid, Arm yourfelves, and be valiant men, and fee 
that ye be in readinefs againft the morning, that ye may fight with 
thefe nations, that are ailembled together againft us to deftroy us and 
our fanétuary: 

59_ For it is better for us to die in battle, than to behold the ca- 
lamities of our people and our fan@uary. 

60 Neverthelefs, as the will 0f God is in heaven, fo let him do. 

CHAP. Iv. 
PPHEN took Gorgias five thoufand footmen, and a thoufand of 
the beft horfemen, and removed out of the camp py night ; 

2 To the end he might rufh in upon the camp of the Jews, and 
{mite them fuddenly. And the men of the fortrefs were his guides: 

-3 Now when Judas heard thereof, he himfelf removed, and the 
valiant men with him, that he might finite the king’s army which was 
at Emmaus, ° 

4 While as yet the forces were difperfed from the camp. 

5 In the mean feafon came Gorgias by night into the camp of Ju- 
das: and when he found no man there, he fought them in the moun- 
tains: for faid he, Thefe fellows flee from us. 3 

6 But as foon as it was day, ‘Judas fhewed himfelf in the plain with 
three thoufand men, who neverthelefs had neither armour nor fwords 
to their minds. 

7 And they faw the camp of the heathen, that it was ftrong and 
well harneffed, and compaffed round about with-horfemen; and thefe 
were expert of war. 

’8 Then faid Judas to the men that were with him, Fear ye not 
their multitude, neither be ye afraid of their affault. 

g Remember how our fathers were delivered in the Red fea, when 
Pharoah purfued them with an army. . 

to Now therefore let us cry unto heaven, if peradventnre the Loid 
will have mercy upon us, and remember the covenant of our fa- 
thers, and deftroy this hoft before our face this day: 

11 That fo all the heathen may know that there is one who'deli- 
vereth and faveth Ifrael. 

12 Then the flrangers lifted up their eyes, and faw them coming 
over againft them. 

13 Wherefore they went out of the camp to battle; but they that 
were with Judas, founded their trumpets. 

14 So they joined battle, and the heatlien being difcomfited fled 
into the plain. 

15 Howbcit all the hindmoft of them were flain with the fword: 
for they purfued them unto Gazera, and unto the plains of Idumea, 
and Azotus, and Jamnia, fo that there were flain of them about three 
thoufand men. . 

16 This done, Judas returned again with his hoft from purfuing 
them, 

17 And faid to the people, Be not greedy of the {poils, inafmuch 
as there is a battle before us, 

18 And Gorgias and his hoft are here by us in the mountain : but 
ftand ye now again{t our encmies, and overcome them, and after this 
ye may boldly take the fpoils. : 

ig As Judas was yet ipeaking thefe words, there appeared a part 
of therm looking out of the mountain: 

39 Who when they perceived that the Jews had put their hoft to 
flight, and were burning the tents ; for the {moke that was feen de- 
clared what was done: 

21 When therefore they perceived thefe things, they were fore 
afraid, and feeing alfo the hoit of Judas in the plain ready to fight, 

22 They fled every one into the land of ftrangers. 

23 Then Judas returned to {poil the tents, where they got much 
gold, and filver, and blue filk, and purple of the fea, and great riches. 

24 After this they went home, and fung a fong of thankfgiving, 
and praifed the Lord in heaven; becaufe itis good, becaufe his mercy 
endureth for ever. 

25 Thus Ifrael had a great deliverance that day. 

26 Now all the ftrangers that had efcaped came and told Lyfias 
what had happened: 

27 Who, when he heard thereof, was confounded and difcouraged, 
becaufe neither fuch things as he would were done unto Ifrael, nor 
fuch things as the king commanded him were come to pafs. 

#8 The next year therefore following Lyfias gathered together 
threefcore thoufand choice men «/ foot, and five thoufand horfemen, 
that he might fubdue them. . . 

29 So they came into Idumea, and pitched their tents at Beth- 


go And 
rt 


bute which Antiochus might have drawn from Judea, had he left the inhabi- 
tants to the quiet poffeffion of their laws and privileges in their own country, 


dwindled to nothing upon his depriving them of thele by violence and perfecu- ~~ 
‘tion; and fo forcing them to quit their lands whence the king’s revenues were 
zt 


to 





Apocrypha. Lt 
go And when he faw that mighty army, he prayed and faid, Bleffed 
art thou, O Saviour of Lracl, who didft quell the violence of the mighty 
man by the hand of thy fervant David, and gaveft the holt of {trangers 
into the hands of Jonathan the fon of Saul, and his armour-bearer 3; 
3x Shut wp this army in the hand of thy people Ifrael, and let them 
be confounded in their power and horfemen : 
32. Make them to be of no courage, and caufe the boldnefs of their 
ftrength to fall away, and let them quake at their deftruction : 
Caft them down with the fword of them that love thee, and let 
all thofe that know thy name praife thee with thankfgiving. 
34 So they joined pattle ; and there were flain of the holt of Lyfias 
about five thoufand men, even before them were they flain. 
35 Now when Lyfias faw his army put to flight, and the manlinefs 
of Judas’s foldiers, and how they were ready either to live or die vali- 





antly, he went into Antiochia, and gathered together a company of 


ftrangers, and having made his army greater than it was, he purpofed 
to come again into Widen: : 

36 Then faid Judas and his brethren, Behold, our enemies are dif- 
comfited: let us go up to cleanfe and dedicate the fanétuary. 

37 Upon this all the hoft alfembled themfelves together, and went 
up into mount Sion. : 

38 And when they faw the fan€tuary defolatc, and the altar pro- 
faned, and the gates burned up, and fhrubs growing in the courts as 
in a foreft, or in onc of the mountains, yea, and the prictts’ cham- 
bers pulled down; De gk : : 

39 They rent their clothes, and made great lamentation, and caft 
athes upon their heads, : 

40 And fell down flat to the ground upon their faces, and blew an 
alarm with the trumpets, and cried toward heaven. 

41 Then Judas appointed certain men to fight againft thofe that 
were in the fortrefs, until he had cleanfed the fanétuary. 

42 So he chofe priefts of blamelefs converfation, fuch as had plea- 
fure in the law: 

43, Who cleanfed the fan@uary, and bare out the defiled ftones 
into an unclean place. . 

44 And when as they confulted what to do with the altar of burnt 
offerings, which was profaned ; 

45 They thought it beft to pull it down, left it fhould be a reproach 
to them, becaufe the heathen had defiled it: wherefore they pulled it 
down, 

46 And laid up the ftones in the mountain of the temple in a con- 
venient place, until there fhould come a prophet to fhew what fhould 
be done with them. 

47 Then they took whole ftones according to the law, and built 
a new altar according to the former 5 

48 And made up the fan@uary, and the things that were within 
the pe and hallowed the courts. 

49 They made alfo new holy veffels, and into the temple they 
brought the candleftick, and the altar of burnt offerings, and of in- 
.cenfe, and the table. ; 

50 And upon the altar they burned incenfe ; and the lamps that 
were upon the candleftick they lighted, that they might give light in 
the temple. 

5t Furthermore, they fet the loaves upon the table, and fpread 
out the vails, and finifhed all the works which they had begun to 
make. ‘ 

52 Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth month, which 

_ is called the month Caflau, in the hundred forty and eighth year, they 
rofe up betimes in the morning, 

53 And offered facrifice according to the law upon the new altar of 
burnt offerings, which they had made. 

54 Look, at what time and what day the heathen had profaned it, 
even in that was it dedicated with fongs, and citherens, and harps, 
and cymbals. 

55 Then all the people fell upon their faces, worfhipping and praif- 
ing the God of heaven, who had given them good fuccefs. 

6 And fo they kept the dedication of the altar eight days, and 
offered burnt offerings with gladnefs, and facrificed the facrifice of 
deliverance and praife. 

57 They decked alfo the forefront of the temple with crowns of 
gold, and with fhiclds; and the gates and the chambers they renewed, 
and hanged doors upon them. 

8 Vhus was there very great gladnefs among the people, for that 
the reproach of the heathen was put away. 

9 Moreover Judas and his brethren with the whole congregation 
ef Ifracl ordained, that the days of the dedication of the altar fhould 
be kept in their feafon from year to_ycar by the fpace of eight days 
from the five and twenticth day of the month Cafleu, with mirth 
and gladnefs. 

60 At that time alfo they builded up the mount Sion with high walls 
and {trong towers round about, left the Gentiles fhould come and 
tread it down, as they had done before. 

$1 And they fet there a garrifon to keep it, and fortified Bethfura 
to preferve it; that the people might have a defence againft Idumea. 


een 
to arile; and we now {ce his injured fubjeéts beeome his enemies, and put his 


armies to flight. Thus, by an over-ruling Providence, the mifchief which 
wicked oppreflors devifeagainf the innocent, frequently redounds to their owa 
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CHAP. VY. 
N OW when the nations round about heard that the altar was 

‘built, and the fanctuary renewed as before, it difpleafed them 
very much. 

2 Wherefore they thought to deftroy the generation of Jacob that 
was ore them, and thereupon they began to flay and deftroy the: 
people. 

3 Then Judas fought againft the children of Efau in Idumea at 
Arabattine, becaufe they befieged Ifracl: and he gave them a great 
overthrow, and abated their courage, and took their fpoils. 

4. Alfo he remembered the injury of the children of Bean, who had 
been 2 fnare and an offence unto the people, in that they lay in wait 
for Lue the ways. 

5 He fhut them up therefore in the towers, and encamped agai 
them, and deftroyed them utterly, and burned the towers ce Gene 
with fire, and all that were therein. ‘ 

6 Afterward he paffed over to the children of Ammon, where he 
found a mighty power, and much people, with Timotheus their 
captain. : 

7 So he fought many battles with them, till at length tt q 
difcomfited bef ie and he fmote them. BoE Hey. ware 

8 And when he had taken Jazar, with the towns belonging there- 
to, he returned into Judea. 

g Then the heathen that were at Galaad affembled themfelves to-~ 
gether againft the Ifraclites that were in their quarters, todeflroythem; 
but they fled to the fortrefs of Dathema, ‘ 

to And fent letters unto Judas and his brethren, The heathen that 
are round about us are affembled together again{t us to deftroy us : 

rr And they are preparing to come and t#ke the fortrefs where- 
unto we are fied, Timotheus being captain of their hott. 

32 Come now therefore, and deliver us from their hands, for many’ 
ofus are flain: 

13 Yea, all our brethren that were in the places of Tobie are put: 
to death: their wives and their children alfo they have carried away" 
captives, and borne away their ftuff; and they have deftroyed there: 
about a thoufand men. 

14 While thefe letters were yet reading, behold, there came other: 
rr de from Galilee with their clothes rent, who reported on this; 
wife, 

rg And faid, They of Ptolemais, and of Tyrus, and Sidon, and 
all Galilee of the Gentiles, are affembled together againft us to con- 
fume us. 

16 Now when Judas and the people heard thefe words, there affem- 
bled a great congregation together, to confult what they fhould do fos 
their brethren, that were in trouble, and affaulted of them. 

17 Then faid Judas unto Simon his brother, Choofe thee out men, 
and go and deliver thy brethren that are in Galilee, for T and Jona. 
than my brother will go into the country of Galaad. 

18 So he left Jofeph the fox of Zacharias, and Azarias,. captains 
ofthe people, with the remnant of the hoft in Judea to keep it. 

19 Unto whom he gave commandment, faying, Take yc the charge 
of this people, and fee that ye make not war againft the heathen until 
the time that we come again. 

20 Now unto Simon were given three thoufand men to go into Ga- 
lilee, and unto Judas cight thoufand men for the country of Galaad. 

21 Then went Simon into Galilee, where he fought many battles 
with the heathen, fo that the heathen were difcomfited by him. 

22 Aud he purfued them unto the gate of Ptolemais; and there 
ce flain of the heathen about three thoufand men, whofe fpoils he 
took. : 

23, And thofe that were in Galilee, and in Arabattis, with their 
wives and their children, and all that they had, took he away wth 
him, and brought them into Judea with great joy. 

24 Judas Maccabeus alfo and his brother Jonathan went over Jot- 
dan, and travelled three days’ journey in the wildernefs, 

25 Where they met with the Nabathites, who came unto them in 
a peaccable manncr, and told them every thing that had happened to 
their brethren in the land of Galaad: 

26 And how that many of them were fhut up In Bofora, and Bo~ 
for, and Alema, Cafphor, Maked, and Carnaim ; all thefe cities are 
ftrong and great: 

27 And that they were fhut up in the reft of the cities of the 
country of Galaad, and that again{t to-morrow they had appointed 
to bring their hoft againft the forts and to take them, and to deftroy 
them all in one day. 

28 Hereupon Judas and his hoft turned fuddenly by the way of the 
wildernefs unto Bofora ; and when he had won the city, he flew all 
the males with the edge of the fword, and took all their fpoils, and 
burned the city with fre. 

29 From whence ke removed: by night, and went till he came to 
the fortrefs. 

30 And betimes in the morning they looked up, and, behold, there 
was an innumerable people bearing ladders and other engines of war, 
to take the fortrefs: for they aflauited them. 

31 When 
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deftru@tion. V. It is evident from what is recorded above, that the furprifing 
fucceffes of the Maccabees was entirely owing to the divine favour and pro~ 
te€tion; and that they were exprefsly appointed by God to deliver the Jewith 
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31 When Judas therefore faw that the battle was begun, and that 
the cry of the city went up to heaven, with trumpets, and a great 
found, 

32 He faid unto his hoft, Fight this day for your brethren. 

33 So he went forth behind them in three companies, who founded 
their trumpets, and cried with prayer. 

34 Then the hoft of Timotheus, knowing that it was Maccabeus, 
fied from him: wherefore he fmote them with a great flaughter ; fo 
that there were killed of them that day about eight thoufand men. 

35 This done, Judas turned afide to Mafpha; and after he had 
affaulted it, he took it, and flew all the males therein, and received 
the fpoils thereof, and burnt it with fire. 

36 From thence went he, and took Cafphon, Maged, Bofor, and 
the other cities of the country of Galaad. 


37 After thefe things gathered Timotheus another hoft, and en- - 


camped againft Raphan beyond the brook. 

38 So Judas fent men to efpy the hoft, who brought him word, 
faying, All the heathen that be round about us are aflembled unto 
them, even a very great hoft. : 

39 He hath alfo hired the Arabians to help them, and they have 
pitched their tents beyond the brook, ready to come and fight againtt. 
thee. Upon this Judas went to meet them. 

40 Then Timotheus faid: unto the captains of his hoft, When 
Judas and his hoft come near the brook, if he pafs over firft unto us, 
we fhatl not be able to withftand him ; for he will mightily prevail 
againft us: : ; 

41 But if he be afraid, and camp beyond the river, we fhall go 
over unto him, and prevail again{t him. 

42 Now when Judas came near the brook, he caufed the feribes 
of the people to remain by the brook ; unto whom he gave com- 
mandment, faying, Suffer no man to remain in the camp, but let all 
come to the battle. : 

43 So he went firft over unto them, and all the people after him: 
then all the heathen, being difcomfited before him, caft away their 
weapons, and fled unto the temple that was at Carnaim. 

44 But they took the city, and burned the temple, with all that 
were therein. ‘Thus was Carnaim fubdued ; ncither could they ftand 
any longer before Judas. ; 

45 Then Judas gathered together all the Ifraclites that were in the 
country of Galaad, from the leaft unto the greateft, even their wives 
and their children, and their (tuff, a very great hoft, to the end they 
might come into the land of Judea. : 

45 Now when they came unto Ephron, (this was a great city in 
the way as they fhould go, very well fortified) they could not turn 
from it, either on the right hand or the left, but muft needs pafs 
through the midft of it. : 

47 ‘Then they of the city fhut them out, and ftopped up the gates 
with ftones. ; . 

48 Whereupon Judas fent unto them in peaceable manner, faying, 
Let us pafs through your land to go into our own country, and none 
fhall do you any hurt; we will only pafs through on foot: howbcit 
they would not opcn unto him. 

49 Wherefore Judas commanded a proclamation to be made 
throughout the hoft, that every man fhould pitch his tent in the place 
where he was. : 

50 So the foldiers pitched, and affaulted the city all that day and all 
that night, till at the length the city was delivered into his hands: 

5t Who then flew all the males with the edge of the fword, and 
raled the city, and took the fpoils thereof, and paffed through the city 
over them that were flain. . : 

52 After this went they over Jordan into the great plain before 
Fethfan. 4 

53 And Judas gathered together thofe that came behind, and ex- 
kerted the people all the way through, till they came into the land 
of Judea. . = 

§4 80 they went up to mount Sion with joy and gladnefs, whcre 
they offered burnt offerings, becaufe not one of them were flain until 
they had returned in peace. ; 

55 Now what time as Judas and Jonathan were in the land of Ga- 
Jaad, and Simon his brother in Galilee before Ptolemais, ; 

56 Jofeph the fon of Zacharais, and Azarias, captains of the gar- 
rifons, heard of the valiant acts and warlike deeds which they had 
done. 

57 Wherefore they faid, Let us alfo get us a name, and go fight 
againft the heathen that are round about us. 

“58 So when they had given charge unto the garrifon that was 
with them, they went towards Jamnia. Ds 

59 Then came Gorgias and his men ont of the city to fight againft 

m1. 

See And fo it was that Jofeph and Azarias were put to flight, and 
purfued unto the borders of Judea: and there were flain that day of 
the people of Jfracl about two thoufand men. . ‘ 

61 Thus was there a great overthrow among the children of Ifrael, 
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nation from the Maccdonian yoke ; for we are told, that thofe Jews, who 
engaged the enemy without firt imploring the Divine aid, and perhaps ton-~ 
trary to Judas’s advice, were defeated; fo that God feems to have had inten- 
tion to convince them, that it was not by the firength of their own hand that 
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becaufe they were not obedient unto Judas’ and his brethren, but 
thought to do fome valiant a&. ‘ 

62 Morcover thefe men came not of the feed of thofe, by whofe 
hand deliverance was given unto I frael. . 

_ 63 Howbeit the man Judas‘and his brethren were greatly renowned 
in the fight of all Ifrael, and of all the heathen, wherefoever their 
name was heard of ; " 

64 Infomuch as the people affembled unto:them with joyful accla- 
mations. : ? 

65 Afterward went Judas forth with his brethren, and fought 
againft the children of Efau in the land toward the fouth, where he 
{mote Hebron, and the towns thereof, and pulled down the fortrefs 
of it, and burned the towers thereof round about. 

66 From thence he removed to go into the land of the Philiftines, 
and paffed through Samaria. 

67 At that time certain priefts, defirous to fhew their valour, were 
flain in battle, for that they went out to fight unadvifedly. 

68 So Judas turned té Azotus in the land of the Philiftines, and 
when he had pulled down their altars, and burned their carved images 
with fire, and {poiled their cities, he returned into the land of Judea. 

CHAP. VI. 
A BOUT that time king Antiochus travelling throngh the high 
countries heard fay, that Elymais in the country of Perfia was 
acity greatly renowned for riches, filver, and gold; 

2 And that there was in it a very rich temple, wherein were co« 
verings of gold, and breaft-plates, and fhields, which Alexander, fon 
of Philip the Macedonian king, who reigned frit among the Grecians, 
had left there. ; - 

3 Wherefore he came and fought to take the city, and to fpoil it; 
but he was not able, bucaufe they of the city, having had warning 
thereof, ; ; 

4 Rofe up againft him in battle: fo he fled, and departed thence 
with great heavinefs, and returned to Babylon. ~ 

5 Morcover there came one who brought him tidings into Perfia, 
that the armies, which went againft the land of Judea, were put to 
flight : ae 

% And that Lyfias, who went forth firft with a great power, was 
driven away of the Jews; and that they were made {trong by the ar- 
mour, and power, and ftore of fpoils, which they had gotten of the 
armies, whom they had deftreyed : 

7 Alfo that they had pulled down the abomination which he had 
fet up upon the altar in Jerufalem, and that they had compaffed about 
the fanctuary with high walls, as before, and his city Bethfura. 

8 Now, when the king heard thefe words, he was altonifhed and 
fore moved: whereupon he laid him down upon his bed, and fell fick 
for grief, becaufe it had not befallen him as he looked for. 

g And there he continued many days; for his grief was ever more 
and more, and he made account that he fhould dic. 

10 Wherefore he called for all his friends, and faid unto them, The 
fleep is gone from mine eyes, and my heart faileth for very care. 

rz And I thought with myfelf, Into what tribulation am I come, 
and how great a fluod of mifery is it, wherein now I am! for I was 
bountiful and beloved in my power. 

12 But now I remember the evils that I did at Jerufalem, and that 
I took all the veffels of gold and filver that were therein, and {ent to 
deftroy the inhabitants of Judea without a caufe. 


13 I perceive therefore that for this caufe thefe troubles are come | 


upon me, and behold, I perifh through great grief in a ftrange land, 

14 Then called he for Philip, one of his friends, whom he made 
ruler over all his realm, 

15 And gave him the crown, and his robe, and his fignet, to the 
end he fhould bring up his fon Antiochus, and nourifh him for the 
kingdom. ‘ ; 

16 So king Antiochus died there in the hundred forty and ninth 

car. 
7 17 Now when Lyfias knew that the king was dead, he fet up An- 
tiochus his fon, whom he had brought up being young, to reign in 
his flead, and his name he called Eupator. 

18 About this time they that were in the tower fhut up the Ifracl- 
ites round about the fanctuary, and fought always their hurt, and the 
ftrengthening of the heathen. 

19 Wherefore Judas, purpofing to deftroy them, called all the 
people together to befiege them. 

20 So they came together, and befieged them in the hundred and 
fiftieth year, and he made mounts for fhot again{t them, and other 
engines. 


21 Howbeit certain of them,that were befieged got forth, unto 


whom fome ungodly men of Lfrael joined themfelves : 
22 And they went unto the king, and faid, How long will it be 
ere thou execute judgment, and avenge our brethren? 
23 We have been willing to ferve thy father, and to do as he 
would have us, and to obey his commandments 7 
24. For which caufe they of our nation befiege the tower, and are 
; alienated 
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onthem. VI. It is worthy of remark that the haughty and perfecuting tyrant, 
Antiochus, was at Jength humbled, and brought to acknowledge that the.di- 


yine vengeance had juitly overtaken him: for is was en account.of his cw - 
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alienated from us: moreover as many of us as they could light on 
ey flew, and fpoiled our inheritance. i 
- ae Neither bave they, ftretched out their hand againft us only, but 
alfo againft all their borders. ; 
26 And, behold, this day are they beGreing the tower at Jerufalem, 
to take it: the fan@tuary alfo, and Bethfura have the fortified. : 
27 Wherefore if thou doft not prevent them quickly, they will do 
greater things than thefe, neither fhalt thou be able to rule them. 
28 Now when the king heard this, he was angry, and gathered to- 
ether all his friends, and the captains of his army, and thofe that 
of the horfe. 
et cue alfo unto him from other kingdoms, and from ifles 
of the fea, bands of hired foldiers. 
30 Sd that the number of his army was an hundred thoufand foot- 
men, and twenty thoufand horfemen, and two and thirty elephants 
exercifed in battle. . 


31 Thefe went through Idumea, and pitched againft Bethfura, | 
which they affaulted many days, making engines of war; but they of 


Bethfura came out, and burned them with fire, and fought valiantly. 

32 Upon this Judas removed from the tower, and pitched in Bath- 
zacharias, over againft the king’s camp. . : 

33 Then the king rifing very early marched fiercely with his hoft 
toward Bathzacharias, where his armies made them ready to battle, 
and founded the trumpets. _ a 

34. And to the end they might provoke the elephants to fight, they 
fhewed them the blood of grapes and mulberries. : 

5 Moreover they divided the beafts among the armies, and for 
every elephant they appointed a thoufand men, armed with coats of 
mai), and with helmets of brafs on their heads; and befide this, for 
every beaft were ordained five hundred horfemen of the beft. 

36 Thefe were ready at every occafion: wherefoever the beaft was, 
and whitherfoever the beaft went, they went alfo, neither departed 
they from him. 3 

37 And upon the beafts were there ftrong towers of wood, which 

* covered every one of them, and were girt faft unto them with de- 
vices: there were alfo upon every one two and thirty ftrong men, 
that fought upon them, befide the Indian that ruled him. . 

- 38 As for the remnant of the horfemen, they fet them on this fide 
and that fide at the two parts of the hoft, giving them figns what to 
do, and being harneffed all over amidft the ranks. 

9g Now when the fun fhone upon the fhields of gold and brafs, 
the mountains gliftered therewith, and fhined like lamps of fire. 

40 So part of the king’s army being fpread upon the high moun- 
tains, and part onthevalleys below, they marched on fafely and in order. 

4 Wherefore all that heard the noife of their multitude, and the 
marching of the company, and the rattling of the harnefs, were 
moved: for the army was very great and mighty. 

42 Then Judas and his hoft drew near, and entered into battle, and 
there were flain of the king’s army fix hundred men. 

43 Eleazar alfo, furnamed Savaran, perceiving that one of the 
beatts, armed with royal harnefs, was higher than all the reft, and 
fuppofing that the king was upon him, : : : 

44 Put himfelf in jeopardy, to the end he might deliver his people, 
and get him a perpetual name: 

45 Wherefore he ran upon him courageoufly through the midft of 
the battle, flaying on the right hand and on the left, fo that they were 
divided from him on both fides. 

46 Which done, he crept under the elephant, and thruft him under, 
and flew him: whereupon the elephant fell down upon him, and 
there he died. , ; 

‘47, Howbeit the ref? of the Fews fecing the ftrength of the king, and 
the violence of his forces, turned away from them. 

48 Then the king’s army went up to Jerufalem to meet them, and 
the king pitched his tents againft Judea, and againft mount Sion. 

49 But with them that were in Bethfura he made peace: for they 
came out of the city, becaufe they had no vi€tuals there to endure the 
fiege, it being a year of reft to the land. 

50 So the king took Bethfura, and fet a garrifon there to keep it. 

51 As forthe fanctuary, he befieged it many days: and fet there 
artillery with engines and inftruments to calt fire and ftones, and 
pieces to caft darts and flings. 

52 Whereupon they alfo made engines againft their engines, and 
held them battle a long feafon. 

53. Yetat the latt, their veffels being without victuals, (for that it 
was the feventh year, and they in Judea, thatwere delivered from the 
Gentiles, had eaten up the refidue of the ftore;) 

54 There were but a few left in the fanctuary, becaufe the famine 
did fo prevail againit them, that they were fain to difperfe themfelves, 
every man to his own place. _ 

55 At that time Lyfias heard fay, that Philip, whom Antiochus 
the king, whiles he lived, had appointed to bring up his fon Anti- 
ochus, that he might be king, 





wicked deeds that his troubles came upon him, and brought him to a difmal 
end, in a Jand remote from his royal feat, after fuffering the moft excruciat- 
ing pains in his body, befides the tormenting ftings of a wounded confcience. 
Thus punifhment follows a continued courfe of fin, as the fhadow follows the 
fubftance. VIL. Demetrius, mentioned in this chapter, was nephew -to Anti- 
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56 Was returned out of Perfia and Media, and the king’s hoft alfo 
that went with him, and that he fought to take unto him the ruling 
of the affairs. . . 

57 Wherefore he went in all hafte, and faid to the king and the 
captains of the hoft and the company, We decay daily, and our vic- 
tuals are but fmall, and the place we lay fiege unto is ftrong, and the 
affairs of the kingdom lie upon us: : 

58 Now therefore let us be friends with thefe men, and make peace 
with them, and with all their nation ; 

j And covenant with them, that they fhall live after their laws, as 
they did before: for they are therefore difpleafed, and have done all 
thefe things, becaufe we abulifhed their laws. 

6o So the king and the princes were content: wherefore he fent 
unto them to make peace ; and they accepted thercof. 

61 Alfo the kings and the princes made an oath unto them: where- 
upon they went out of the ftronghold. 

62 Then the king entered into mount Sien; but when he faw the 
ftrength of the place, he brake his oath that he had made, and gave 
commandment to pull down the wall round about. 

63 Afterward departed he inall hafte, and returned unto Antiochia, 
where he found Philip to be mafler of the city: fo he fought againlt 
him, and took the city by force. , 

CHAP. VII. rs 
Lh the hundred and one and fiftieth year Demetrius the /on of Se- 
leucus departed from Rome, and came up with 2 few men une a 
city of the fea cvaft, and reigned there. 

2 Andas he entered into the palace of his anceflors, fo it was, that 
his forces had taken Antiochus and Lyfias, to bring them unto him. 

3 Wherefore, when he knew it, he faid, Let me not fee their faces. 

4 So his hoft flew them. Now when Demetrius was fet upon the 
throne of his kingdom, 

5, Lhere came unto him all the wicked and ungodly men of Ifrael, 
having Alcimus, who was defirous to be high pricit, for their captain: 

6 And they accufed the people to the king, faying, Judas and his 
brethren have flain all thy friends, and driven us out of our own land. 

7 Now therefore fend forme man whom thou truflelt, and let him 
go and fee what havock he hath made among us, and in the king’s 
land, and let him punith them with all them that aid them. 

8 Then the king chofe Bacchides, a friend of the Ining, who ruled 
beyond the flood, and was a great man in the kingdom, and faithful 
to the king. 

g And him he fent with that wicked Alcimus, whom he made high 
prieft, and commanded that he fhould take vengeance of the children 
of Ifrael. . 

ro So they departed, and came witha great powér into the land of 
Judea, where they fent meffengers to Judas and his brethren with 
peaceable words deccitfully. 

11 But they gave no heed to their words ; for they faw that they 
were come with a great power. : 

12 Then did there aflembie unto Alcimus and Bacchides a com- 
pany of {cribes, to require juflice. 

13 Now the Aflidcans were the firflamong the children of Ifrael 
that fought peace of them: 

14 For faid they, One that isa prieft of the feed of Aaron is come 
with his army, and he will do us no wrong. 

15 So he fpake unto them peaceably, and fware unto them, faying, 
We will procure the harm neither of you nor your friends. 

16 Whereupon they believed him: howbeit he touk of them 
threefcore men, and flew them in ciie day, according to ihe words 
which he wrote, 

17 The ficth of thy faints hawe they caf out, and their blood have 
they thed round about Jerufalem, and there was none to bury them. 

18 Wherefore the fear and dread of them fell upon all the people, 
who faid, There is neither truth nor riglteoufnefs in them ; for they 
have broken the covenant and oath that they made. 

19 After this removed Baechides from Jerufalem, and pitched his 
tents in Bezeth, where he fent and tool: many of the men that had 
forfaken him, and certain of the pecplealio, and when he had flain 
them, de caf? them into the great pu. 

20 Then committed he the country to Alcimus, and left with hint 
a power to aid him: fo Bacchides went to the king. 

2x But Alcimus contended for the high prie@hood. 

22 And unto him reforted all fuch as troubled the people, wha 
after they had gotten the land of Juda into their power, did much 
hurt in Ifrael. ath 

23 Now when Judas faw all the mifchief that Alcimus and his 
company had done among the I fraclites, even above the heathen, 

24. He went out into all the coaits of Judea round about, and tool 
vengeance of them that had revolicd from him, fo that they dusit no 
more go forthinto the country. 

25 On the other fide, when Alcimus faw that Judas and his com- 
pany had gotten the upper hand, and knew that he was not able to 

abide 
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ochus Epiphancs, and had heen fent as an hoftage to Rome, for the Romans 
were at that time beginning to extend their conquefts into Alia. He left Rome 
with only a few attendants, and Janding in Syria, raifed an army, und took 
young Antiochus, and Lyfias his general, prifoners, iby the death of Nicanor 
in battle, and the deftruétion of his whole army, we may perceive thar God 
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abide their force, he went again to the king, and faid all the worft 
of them that he could. , 

26 Then the king fent Nicanor, one of his honourable princes, a 
man that bare deadly hate unto Ifracl, with commandment to deftroy 
the people : 

27 So Nicanor came to Jerufalem with a great force; and fent unto 
Judas and his brethren deccitfully with friendly words, faying, 

28 Let there be no battle between me and you; I will come with 
a few men, that I may fee you in peace, 

29 He came therefore to Judas, and they faluted one another peace- 
ably. Howbcit the enemies were prepared to take away Judas by 
violence. 

30 Which thing after it was known to Judas, ¢o wif, that he came 
unto him with deceit, he was fore afraid of him, and would fee his 
face no more. . : ; 

31 Nicanor alfo, when he faw that his counfel was difcovered, 
went out to fight againft Judas befide Capharfalama : 

32 Where there were {lain of Nicanor’s fide about five thoufand 
men, and the reff fled into the city of David. — 

33 After this went Nicanor up fo mount Sion, and there came out 
of the fan€tuary certain of the priefts and certain of the elders of the 
people, to falute him peaceably, and to fhew him the burnt facrifice 
ahat was offered for the king. 

34 But he mocked them, and laughed at them, and abufed them 
fhamefully, and fpake proudly, 

35 And {ware in his wrath, faying, Unlefs Judas and his hoft be 
now delivered into my hands, if ever I come again in fafety, I will 
burn up this houfe: and with that he went out in a great rage. 

36 Then the priefts entered in, and ftood before the altar and the 
ternple, wecping, and faying, ; 

47 Thou, O Lord, didit choofe this houfe to be called by thy name, 
and to be a howe of prayer and petition for thy people: 

8 Be avenged of this man and his holt, and let them fall by the 
{word ; remember their blafphemiecs, and {uffer them not to continue 

‘1 rT. 
ee OE euag went out of Jerufalem, and pitched his tents in 
Bethhoron, where an hoft out of Syria met him. ; 

40 But Judas pitched in Adafa with three thoufand men, and there 
he prayed, ne st, : 

41 O Lord, when they that were fent from the king of the Affyrians 
blafphemed, thine angel went out, and {mote an hundred fourfcore 
and five thoufand of them. bi 

42 Even fo deftroy thou this hoft before us this day, that the reft 
may know that he hath {poken blafphemoufly againft thy fan@tuary, 
and judge thou him according to his wickednefs. mi 

43 So the thirteenth day of the month Adar the hofts joined battle; 
but Nicanor’s hoft was difcomfited, and he himfelf was firft fain in 


the battle. . 
a4 Now when Nicanor’s holt faw that he was flain, they caft away 


heir weapons, and fled. 
; 45 “Then they purfued after them a day’s journey, from Adafa unto 
Gazera, founding an alarm after.them with their trumpets. 

46 Whereupon they came forth out of all the towns of Judea round 
about, and clofed them in; fo that they, turning back upon them 
that purfued them, were all flain with the fword, and not one of them 

as left. ‘ 
™ 47 Afterwards they took the fpoils, and the prey, and fmote off 
Nicanor’s head, and his right hand, which he ftretched out fo proudly, 
and brought them away, and hanged them up toward Jerufalem. 

48 For this caufe the people rejoiced greatly, and they kept that 
day a day of great gladnefs. ; . i 

49 Morcover they ordained to keep yearly this day, being the thir- 
teenth of Adar. ‘ 3 i ¢ 

50 Thus the land of Juda was in reft a little while. 

CHAP. VIIil. 
OW Judas had heard of the fame of the Romans, that they 
I N were mighty and valiant men, and fuch as would lovingly ac- 
cept all that joined themfelves unto them, and make a league of amity 
with all that came unto them ; : 

2 And that they were men of great valour. It was told him alfo 
of their wars and noble a€ts which they had done amung the Gala- 
tians, and how they had conquered them, and brought them under 

ibute 5 
2 3 And what they had done in the country of Spain, for the win- 
ning of the mines of the filver and gold which is there ; . 

4 And that by their policy and patience they had conquered all 
the place, though it were very far from them; and the kings alfo 
that came againit them from the uttermoft part of the earth, till they 

had difcomfited Seat and given them a great overthrow, fo that the 
did give them tribute every year: 

oe Betide this, how they had diene in battle Philip, and Per- 
feus, king of the Citims, with others that lifted up themfelves again{t 
them, and had evercome them: 
AE A TE ES SOT TD 

in bring afs whatfoever he pleafes, without any exertion of miraculous 
Feet couteiie Gactienlar circumfances to work his purpofes. VIII. It 
18 neceflary to obferve, that the 8th verfe of this chapter is erroncous; for 
neither India nor Media were in the power of the Romans at the time there 
fpoken ot ; fo that it fhould be read, Ionia, Myfia, and Lydia, which were 


No. 80. 


CHAP. VII <IX.. 


Apocrypha. 
6 How alfo Antiochus the. great king of Afia, thar came againft 

them in battle, having an hundred and twenty elephants, with horfe- 

men, and chariots, anda very great army, was difcomfited by them; 

7 And how they took him alive, and covenanted that he and’ fuch 
as reigned after. him fhould pay a great tribute, and give hoftages, 
and that which was agreed upon, . , 

8 And the country:of India, and Media,-and Lydia, and of:the 
goodlieft countries, w hichtheytook.of him, and gave to king Eumenes: 

9 Moreover how the Grecians had determined to come and deftroy 
them 5 és Ps ‘ - Poe ' ¥ 

1o And that they, having knowledge thereof, fent againft them a 
certain captain, and fighting with them flew many of them, and cara 
ried away captives their wives and their children, and fpoiled them, 
and took poffeffion of their lands, and pulled down their {trong holds, 
and brought them to be their fervants unto this day: a ae 

11 Jt was told him befides, how they deftroyed and brought under 
ae dominion all other kingdoms and ifles that at any time refifted 
them 5 : : R ; et ‘ 

12 But with their friends and fuch as relied upon them they kept 
amity: and that they. had conquered kingdoms both far and nigh, 
infomuch as all that heard oftheir name were afraid of them: 

13 Alfo that, whom they would help to a kingdom, thofe reign ; 
and whom again they would, ‘they difplace: finally, that they were 
greatly exalted ; : = : , 

14 Yet for all this none of them wore a crown, or was clothed in 
purple, to be magnified thereby :.- ; : 

15 Morcover -how they had-made for themfelves a fenate houfe, 
wherein three hundred and twenty men fat in council daily, confult- 
ing alway. forthe people, to the end they might be well ordered ; 

16 And that they committed their government to one man every 
year, who ruled over all their country, and that all were obedient to 
that one, and that there-was-neither-envy nor emulation among them, 

17 In confideration of thefe things, Judas chofe Eupolemnus the fon 
of John, the fon of Accos, and Jafon the fon of Eleazar, and fent 
them to Rome to makea league.of amity and confederacy with them, 

18 And to intreat them thatithey would take the yoke from them; 
for they faw that the kingdom of the Grecians did opprefs Lrael with 
fervitude. ae Se be ty 

19 They went therefore to Rome, which was a very great journey, 
and came into the fenate, where they fpake and faid, 9=* . 7 

20 Judas. Maccabcus withhis brethren, and the people of the Jews, 
have jent us unto you, to'make a confederacy and peace with you, 
and that we might be regiftered your confederates-and friends. 

2t So that matter pleafed. the Romans well. : ‘ 

22 And this is the copy of the epiftle which the fenate wrote back 
again in tables of brafs, and fent to Jerufalem, that there they might 
have by them a memorial of peace and confederacy : ad 

23 Goud fuccefs be to the Romans, and to the people of the Jews, 
by fea and by land for ever: the {word alfo and enemy be far from 
them. te SB , ae 

24 If there come firft any war upon the Romans, or any of their 
confederates throughout all their dominion, -- . 

25 The people of the Jews fhall help them, as the time fhall be 
appointed, with all their heart : . ” 

26 Neither fhall they give any thing unto them that make war upon 
them, or aid them with victuals, weapons, money, or fhips, as it hath 
feemed good unto the Romans; but they fhall keep their covenants 
without taking any thing therefore. : 

27 In the fame manner alfo, if war come firft upon the nation of 
the Jews, the Romans fhall help them with all their heart, according 
as the time fhall be appointed them: : 

28 Neither fhall victuals be given to them that take part againft 
them, or weapons, or money, or thips, as it hath feemed good to the 
Romans; but they fhall keep their covenants, and that without deceit. 

29 According to thefe articles did the Romans make a covenant 
with the people of the Jews. 

30 Howbeit if hereafter the one party or the other fhall think meet 
to add or diminifh any thing, they may do it at their pleafures, and 
whatfoever they fhall add or take away fhall be rattfied. 

31 And as touching the evils that Demetrius doeth to the Jews, 
we have written unto him, faying, Wherefore haft thou made thy 
yoke heavy upon our friends and confederates the Jews? 

32 If therefore they complain any more againft thee, we will do 
them juftice, and fight with thee by fea and by land. 

: CHAP. IX. — 

URTHERMORE when Demetrius heard that Nicanor and his 

hoft were flain in battle, he fent Bacchides and Alcimis into the 
land of Judea the fecond time, and with them the chief {trength of 
his hot: : es 

2 Who went forth by the way that leadeth to Galgala, and pitched 
their tents before Mafaloth, which is in Arbela, and after they had 
won it, they flew much people. 

. ' 3 Alfo 





a@ually taken from Antiochus by the Romans, and given to king Eumenes. 
The peace which the Jews concluded with the Romans, who were then prepar- 
ing to invade Greece, may convince us of the trath of the antient prophecies, 
which in this and other intlances were fulfilled, to theconfirmation of our faith,’ 
and the veracity of God; fee Dam, vii. 7. IX. We have in this chapter the’ 

U deaths 





Apocrypha. 


3 Allo the firft month of the hundred fifty and fecond year they 
encamped before Jerufalem : ; 

. 4 From whence they removed, and went to Berea, with twenty 
thoufand footmen and two thoufand horfemen. 

5 Now Judas had pitched his tents at Eleafa, and three thoufand 
chofen men ‘with ‘them: 

* 6 Who feeing the multitude of the other army to be fo great were 
fore afraid ; whereupon many conveyed themfelves out of the holt, 
infomuch as there abode of them no more but eight hundred men. 

5 When Judas therefore faw that his hoft flipped away, and that 
the battle preffed upon him, he was fore troubled in mind, and much 
diftreffed, for that he had no time to gather them together. : 

8 Neverthelefs unto them that remained he faid, Let us arife and 
go up againft our enemies, if peradventure we may be able to fight 
with them. . 

g But they dehorted him, faying, We fhall never be able: let us 
now rather fave our lives, and hereafter we will return with our 
brethren, and fight againft them: for we are but few. 

ro Then Judas faid, God forbid that I fhould do this thing, and 
flee away from them: if our time be come, let us die manfully for 

‘our brethren, and let us not ftain our honour. ; 

11 With that the holt of Bacchides removed out of their tents, and 
ftood over againft them, their horfemen being divided into two troops, 
and their flingers and archers oing before the hoft, and they that 
marched in the forward were all mighty men. 

12 As for Bacchides, he was in the right wing: fo the hoft drew 
near on the two parts, and founded their trumpets. 

_ 43 They alfo of Judas’ fide, cven they founded their trumpets alfo, 
fo that the earth fhook at the noife of the armies, and the battle con- 
tinued from morning until night. : 

14. Now when Judas perceived that Bacchides and the ftrength of 
his army were on the right fide, he took with him all the hardy men, 

15 Who difcomfited the right wing, and purfued them unto the 
mount Azotus. ; . 

16 But when they of the left wing faw that they of the right wing 
were difcomfited, they followed upon Judas and thofe that were with 
him hard at the heels from behind: , 

17 Whereupon there was a fore battle, infomuch as many were 

* flain on both parts. 

18 Judas alfo was killed, and the remnant fled. . 

49 Then Jonathan and Simon took Judas their brother, and buried 
him ‘in the fepulchre of his fathers in Modin. 

20 Moreover they bewailed him, and all Ifrael made great lamen- 
tation for him, and mourned many days, faying, 

21 How is the valiant man fallen that delivered Ifrael! 

a2 As for the other things concerning Judas and his wars, and 
the noble aéts which he did and his greatnefs, they are not written: 
for they were very many. , 

23 Now after the death of Judas the wicked began to put forth their 
heads in all the coafts of Ifrael, and there arofe all fuch as wrought 
iniquity. . 

24 In thofe days alfo was there a very great famine, by reafon 
thereof the country revolted and went with them. 

25 Then Bacchides chofe the wicked men, and made them lords 
of the country. : shed 

26 And they made enquiry and fearch for Judas’ friends, and 
brought them unto Bacchides, who took vengeance of them, and ufed 
them defpitefully. aa wt s 

- 27 So was there a great affition in Ifrael, the like whereof was 
not {ince the time that a prophet was not feen among them. 

28 For this caufe all Judas’ friends came together, and faid unto 
Janathan, . . . 

2g Since thy brother Judas died, we have no man like him to go 
forth againft our enemies, and Bacchides, and againft them of our 
nation that are adverfaries to us. , : 

30 Now therefore we have chofen thee this day to be our prince 
and captain in his ftead, that thou mayeft fight our battles. : 

3x1 Upon this Jonathan took the governance upon him at that time, 
and rofe up inftead of his brother judas: 

32 But when Bacchides gat knowledge thereof, he fought for to 

ay him. 

z Be Then Jonathan, and Simon his brother, ang all that were with 
him, perceiving that, fled into the wildernefs of Thecoe, and pitched 
‘their tents by the water of the pool Afphar. 

34. Which when Bacchides underftood, he came near to Jordan 
with all his hoft upon the fabbath day. ; 

35 Now Jonathan had fent his brother "ohn, a captain of the 


people, to pray his friends the Nabathites, that they might leave with - 


them their carriage which was much. 
36 But the children of Jambri came out of Medaba, and took 
John, and all that he had, and went their way with it. . 
After this came word to Jonathan and Simon his brother, 
that the children of Jambri made a great marriage, and were bringing 


a RTS 


deaths of two generals of very oppofite chara€ters, viz. Judas, who was un- 
doubtedly a very great man and experienced general, who ftood up jn defence 
ef his country in an age when they were greatly corrupted; but it is evident 


I. MACCABEES. 


Apeocry pha. 


the bride from Nadabathd with a great trait, as being the daughter 
of one of the great princes of Chanaan. 

38 Tlicrefore they remembered John their brother, and went up, 
and hid the:nfelves under the covert of the mountain: 

39 Where they lifted up their eyes, and looked, and, behold, there 
was much ado, and great carriage; and the bridegroom came forth, 
and his friends and brethren, to meet them with drums, and inftru- 
ments of mufick, and many weapons. 

40 Then Jonathan and they that were with him rofe up againft 
them from the place where they lay in ambufh, and made a flaughter 
of them in fuch fort, as many fell down dead, and the remnant fled 
into the mountain, and they took all their {poils. 

41 Thus was the marriage turned into mourning, and the noife 
of their melody into lamentation. ; 

42 So when they had avenged fully the blood of their brother, they 
turned again to the marth of Jordan. 

43 Now when Bacchides heard thereof, he came on the fabbath 
day unto the banks of Jordan with a great power. 

44 Then Jonathan faid to his company, Let us go up now and 








» fight for our lives, for it Randeth not with us to day as in time patt: 


45 For, behold, the battle is before us, and behind us, and the 
water of Jordan on this fideand that fide, and the marfh likewife and 
wood, neither is there a place for us to turn afide. 

46 Wherefore cry ye now unto heaven, that ye may be delivered 
from the hand of your enemics. 

47 With that they joined battle, and Jonathan ftretched forth his 
hand to {mite Bacchides, but he turned back from him. 

48 Then Jonathan and they that were with him leapt into Jordan, 
and fwam over unto the farther bank: howbeit the other palfed not 
over Jordan unto them. ; 

49 Sv there were flain of Bacchides’ fide that day about a thoufand 
men. 

50 Afterward returned Bacchides to Jerufalem, and repaired the 
ftrong cities in Judea; the fort in Jericho, and Emmaus, and Beth- 
horon, and Bethel, and Thamnatha, Pharathoni, and Teaphon, thefe 
did he ftrengthen with high walls, with gates, and with bars. 

51 And in them he fet a garrifon, that they might work malice 
upon Ifrael, ; ; 

§2 He fortified alfo the city Bethfura, and Gazara, and the tower, 
and put forces in them, and provifion of viétuals. 

53 Befides, he took the chief men’s fons in the country for hoftages, 
and put them into the tower at Jerufalem to be kept. 

54 Moreover in the hundred fifty and third year, in the fecond 
month, Alcimus commanded that the well of the inner court of the 
fanétuary fhould be pulled down; he pulled down alfo the works of 
the prophets. : 

55 And as he began to pull down, even at that time was Alcimus 
plagued, and his enterprizes hindered: for his mouth was ftopped, 
and he was taken witha palfy, fo that he could no more {peak any 
sine nor give order concerning his houfe. 

5 So Alcimus died at that time with great torment. 

57 Now when Bacchides faw that Alcimus was dead, he returned 
to the king: wherenpon the land of Judca was in reft two years. 

58 Then all the ungodly men held a council, faying, Behold, Jo- 
nathan and his company are at eafe, and dwell without care: now 
therefore we will bring Bacchides hither, who fhall take them all in 
one night. 

59 So they went and confulted with him. 

60 Then removed he, and.came with a great hoft, and fent letters 
privily to his adherents in Judea, that they fhould take Jonathan and 
thofe that were with him: howbeit they could not, becaufe their 
counfel was known unto them. : 

61 Wherefore they took of the men of the country, that were au- 
thors of that mifchief, about fifty perfons, and flew them. 

62 Afterwards Jonathan, and Simon, and they that were with him, 
got them away to Bethbafi, which is in the wildernefs, and they re- 
paired the decays thereof, and made it ftrong. 

63 Which thing when Bacchides knew, he gathered together all 
his hoft, and fent word to thém that were of Judea. 

64. Then went he and laid fiege againft Bethbati ; and they fought 
againft it a long feafon, and made engines of war. 

65 But Jonathan left his brother Simon in the city, and went forth 
himfelf into the country, and with acertain number went he forth. 

66 And he {mote Odonarkes and his brethren, and the children of 
Phafiron in their tent. : 

67 And when he began to fmite them, and came up with his forces, 
Simon and his company went out of the city, and burned up the en-~ 
gines of war, 

68 And fought againft Bacchides, who was difcomfited by them, 
and they afflicted him fore: for his counfel and travail was in vain. 

- 69 Wherefore he was very wroth at the wicked men that gave him 
counfel to come intothe country, infomuch as he flew many of them, 
and purpofed to return into his own country. 

qo Whereof 





the hand of God was with him. Alcimus, on the other hand, was a moniter 
of iniquity, and a wicked time-ferving perfon, whofe death Jofephus afcribes 
to the hand of Divine juftice.—Thus we often fee, even on this fide the > 

2 that 






Apocrypha: 
70 Whereof when Jonathan had knowledge, he fent ambaffadors 
‘ynto him, to the end he fhould make peace with him, and deliver them 
the prifoners. 

71 Which thing he accepted, and did according to his demands, 
and {ware unto him that he fhould never do him harm all tlie days 
of his life. 

972 When therefore he had seftored unto hit the prifoners that he 
had taken aforetime out of the land of Judea; he returned and went 
his way into his own land, neither came he any more itito their 
borders. ; 

Thus the fword ceafed from Ifrael: but Jonathan dwelt at 
Machmas, and began to govern the people; and he deftroyed the 
ungodly men out of Ifrael: es 

CHAP. X: E 

f Ga? the hundred and fixtieth year Alexander, the fon of Antiochus 

Jfurnamed Epiphanes, went up and took Ptolemais: for the people 
had received him, by means whereof he reigned thete. 

2 Now when king Demetrius heard thereof, he gathered together 
an exceeding great hoft, and went forth againft him.to fight. 

Moreover Demetrius fent letters unto Jonathan with loving 
words, fo as he magnified him. 

4. For faid he, Let us firft make peace with him, before he join with 
Alexander againft us: 

5 Elfe he will remember all the evils that we have donc againft him, 
and againft his brethren and his people. . 

6 Wherefore he gave him authority to gather together an hoft, and 
to provide weapons, that he might aid him in battle: he commanded 
alfo that the hoftages that were in the tower fhould be delivered him. 

Then came Jonathan to Jerufalem, and read the letters in the 
audience of all the people, and of them that were in the tower: 

8 Who were fore afraid, when they heard that the king had given 
him authority to gather together an hoft. 

9g Whereupon they of the tower delivered their hoftages unto 
Jonathan, and he delivered them unto their parents. 

so This done, Jonathan fettled himfelf in Jerufalem, and began 
to build and repair the city. 

1x And he commanded the workmen to build the walls and the 
mount Sion round about with fquare ftones for fortification; and 


they did fo. . 
12 Then the ftrangers, that were in the fortreffes which Bacchides 


had built, fled away; . . 
13 Infomuch as every man left his place, and went into his own 


country. 

14 Only at Bethfura certain of thofe that had forfaken the law and 
the commandments remained ftill: for it was their place of refuge. 

15 Now when king Alexander had heard what promifes Demetrius 
had fent unto Jonathan: when alfo it was told him of the battles and 
noble aéts which he and his brethren had done, and of the pains that 
they had endured, 

16 He faid, Shall we find fuch another man? now therefore we 
will make him our friend and confederate. 

17 Upon this he wrote a Ictter, and fent it unto him, according 


to thefe words, faying, : 
18 King Alexander to his brother Jonathan fendeth greeting : 


1g We have heard of thee, that thou art a man of great power, © 


and meet to be our friend. ; . ; 
20 Wherefore now this day we ordain thee to be the high prieft 


of thy nation, and to be called the king’s friend ; (and therewithal 
he fent him a purple robe and a crown of gold:) and require thee to 
take our part, and keep friendfhip with us. 

21 Soin the feventh month of the hundred and fixtieth year, at the 
feat of the tabernacles, Jonathan put on the holy robe, and gathered 
together forces, and provided mach armour. 

22, Whereof when Demetrius heard, he was very forry, and faid, 

23 What have we done, that Alexander hath prevented us in 
making amity with the Jews to ftrengthen himfelf? 

24. I alfo will write unto them words of encouragement, and pro- 
mife them dignities and gifts, that I may have their aid. ; 

25 He fent unto them therefore to this effe€t: King Demetrius 
unto the people of the Jews fendeth greeting: : 

26 Whereas ye have kept covenants with us, and continued in our 
friendfhip, not joining yourfelves with our enemies, we have heard 
hereof, and are glad. - 

27 Wherefore now continue ye ftill to be faithful unto us, and we 
will well recompenfe you for the things ye do in our behalf, 

28 And will grant you many immunities, and give you rewards. 

29 And now do I free you, and for your fake I releafe all the Jews, 
from tributes, and from the cuftoms of falt, and from crown taxes, 

go And from that which appertaineth unto me to receive for the 
third part of the feed, and the half of the fruit of thetrees, I releafe it 
from this day forth, fo that they fhall not be taken of the land of Judea, 
nor of the three governments which are added thereunto out of the 
country of Samaria and Galilee, from this day forth for evermore. 

31 Let Jerufalem alfo be holy and free, with the borders thereof, 


both from tenths and tributes. 


that, as the poet expreffes, “¢ The bad mect punifhment, the good reward.”* 
X. Jofephus tells us, that Jonathan made a mofl triumphant entry into Jeru- 
falem, where he was received by all ranks of people as the faviour of his coun- 
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_, 32 And as for the tower which is at Jerufalem, I yield up my au= 
thority over it, and give it tothe high prieft, that he may fet in it fuch 
men as he fhall choofe to keep it: 3 : 

33 Moreover I freely fet at liberty every one of the Jews that wers 
carried captives out of the lanil of Juded into ahy part of my kingdom; ~ 
atid J will that all my officer3 remit the tributes even of their cattle. 

34 Futtherinore / wii? that all the feafts, and fabbaths, and new 
moohs; dnd folemn days, and the three days before the feaft, and thd 
three days after the feaft, fhall be all days of immunity and freedom 
for all the Jews in my realm; . 

35 Alfo no man fhall havé authotity to meddle with rheni; ot to 
moleft any of them in any matter. 

36 / will further, that there be enrolled among the king’s fortes 
about thirty thoufand men of the Jews, unto whom pay fhall be given, 
as belongeth to all the king’s forces. A, 

37 And of them /fome fhall be placed in the king’s ftrong holds, of 


‘whom alfo feme fhall be fet over the affairs of the kingdom, which ard - 


of truft: and / zl? that their overfeers and governors be of theme 
felves, and that they live after their own laws, even as the kine hath 
commanded in the land of Judea. re 

38 And concerning the three goveiriments that are added to Jude 
from the country of Samaria; let them be joined with Judea, that they 
may be reckoned to be under one, nor bouhd to obey othier auth rority 
then the high prieft’s: . 

29 As for Ptolemais, and the land pertaining thereto, J give it ag 
a free gift to the fanctuary of Jerufalem for the neceffiry expences 
of the fan@tuary. 

40 Moreover I give every year fifteen thoufand thekels of filver out 
of the king’s accounts from the places appertaining. 

41 And all the overplus, whiich the officers payed not in asin for 
ee from henceforth fhall be given toward the works of the 
temple. : ; 

42 And befide this, the five thoufand thekels of filver; which they 
took from the ufes of the temple out of the accounts year by year; 
even thofe things fhall be releafed, becaufe they appertain to the 
priefts that minifter. 

43 And whofoever they be that flee unto the temple at Jerafalem, 
or be within the limits thereof, being indebted unto the king, or 
for any other matter, let them be at liberty, and all that they have 
in my realm. 

44 For the building alfo and repairing of the works of the fanétua 
ary expences fhall be given of the king’s accounts. 

45 Yea, and for the building of the walls of Jerufalem, anck the 
fortifying thereof round about, expences fhall be given outof the king’s 
accounts, as alfo for the building of the walls in Judea. a 

46 Now when Jonathan and the pebdple heard thefe words, they 
gave no credit unto them, nor received them, beeaule they remem- 
bered the great evil that he had done in Ifrael; for he had afhited 
them very fore. 

47 But with Alexander they were well pleafed, becaufe he was the 
firft that entreated of true peace with them, and they were confederate 
with him always. 

48 Then gathered king Alexander great forces, and carmped over 
againft Demetrius. 

49 And after the two kings had joined battle, Demetrius’ hoft fled s 
but Alexander followed after him, and prevailed againft them. 

go And he continued the battle very fore until the fun went down: 
and that day was Demetrius flain. ; 

51 Afterward Alexander fent ambaffadors to Ptolemee king of 
Egypt with a ae e to this effect : ; 

52 Forafmuch as lam come again to my realm, and am fet in the. 
throneof my progenitors, and have gotten the dominion, and over= 
thrown Demetrius, and recovered our country ; 

53 For after I had joined battle with him, both he and his hoft was 
difcomfited by us, fo that we fit in the throne of his kingdom : 

54 Now therefore let us make a league of amity together, and give 
me now thy daughter to wife: and I will be thy fon inlaw, and will 
give both thce and her gifts according to thy dignity. 

55 Then Ptolemee the king gave anfwer, faying, Happy be the 
day wherein thou didft return into the land ef thy fathers, and fatelt 
in the throne of their kingdom. 5 

56 And now will I do to thee as thou haft written: meet me there+ 
fore at Ptolemais, that we may fee one another ; for I will marry my 
daughter to thee according to thy defire. 

57 So Ptolemee went out of Egypt with his daughter Cleopatra, 
and they came unto Ptolemais in the hundred threeicore and theoud 
year : 

58 Where king Alexander meeting him, he gave unto him his 
daughter Cleopatra, and celebrated her marriage at Ptolemais with 
great glory, as the manner of kings is. 

59 Now king Alexander had written unto Jonathan, that he fhould 
come and meet him, 

60 Who thereupon went honourably to Ptolemais, where he met 
the two kings, and gave them and their friends filver and gold, and 
many prefents, and found favour in their fight. 

6x At 


eal 
try.. He was undoubtedly a general of the moft confummate abilities ; . but 
the diffentions which at that time prevailed among the Jews, prevented him 
from doing thof fervices which otherwife he would have done. But the divine 

biefiing; 
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61 Atthat time certain peftilent fellows of Ifracl, men of a wicked 
life; affembled themfclves againft him, to accufe him: but the king . 
would not hear them. . : 

62 Yea more than that, the king commanded to take off his gar- 
ments, and ¢lothe him in purple: and they didfoo 

63 Alfo he made him fit by himlelf, and faid unto his princes, Go 


PTE Te oh 


with him into the midft of the city, and make proclamation, that no 


man complain againft him of any matter, and that no man trouble 
him for any manner of caufe. : 

64 Now when his accufers faw that he was honoured according to 
the proclamation, and clothed in purple, they fled allaway. 

65 So the king honoured him, and wrote him among his chief 
friends, and made him a duke, and partaker of his dominion. 

66 Afterwards Jonathan returned to Jerufalem with peace and 
gladnefs. ‘ 3 
”- 67 Furthermore in the hundred threefcore and fifth year came De- 
‘metrius fon of Demetrius out of Crete into the land of his fathers. 

68 Whereof when king Alexander heard tell, he was fight forry, 
and returned into Antioch. seh 

69 Then Demetrius made Apollonius the governor of a his 
general, who gathered together a great hoft, and camped in Jamnia, 
and fent Gato fedathae the high prieft, faying, 

40 Thou alone lifteft up thyfelf againlt us, and IF am laughed to 
fecorn, for thy fake, and reproached: and why doft thou-yaunt thy 


- power againit us in the mountains? 


71 Now therefore, if thou trufteft in thine own ftrength, come 


* down to us into the plain field, and there Ict us try the matter together: 


for with me is the power of the cities. : 
: 2 Afk and learn who] am, and the reft that take our part, and 
they fhall tell thee that thy foot is not able to ftand before our face; 
for thy fathers have been twice put to flight in their own land. 

73 Wherefore now thou fhalt not be able to abide the horfemen 
and fo great power in the plain, where is neither ftone nor flint, nor 
place to flee unto. 

74 So when Jonathan heard thefe words of Apollonius, he was 
moved in his mind, and choofing, ten thoufand men he went out of 
Jerufalem, where Simon his brother met him for to help him. : 

75 And he pitched his tents againft Joppe: but they of Joppe fhut 
him out of the city, becaufe Apollonius hada garrifon there. 

76 Then Jonathan laid fiege unto it: whereupon they of the city 
jet him in for fear: and fo Jonathan won Joppe. 

77, Whereof when Apollonius heard, he took three thoufand horfe- 
men, with a great hoft of footmen, and went to Azotus as one that 
jouirneyed, and theréwjthal drew him forth into the plain, becaufe he 
had a great number of horfemen, in whom he put his truft. 

78 Then Jonathan followed after him to Azotus, where the armies 
joined battle. , 

‘ 99 Now Apollonius had left a thoufand horfemen in ambuth. 

$3 And Jonathan knew that there was an ambuthment behind 
him ; for.they had compaffed in his hoft, and caft darts at the people, , 
from morning till evening. 

81 But the people ftood ftill, as Jonathan had commanded them: 
and fo the enemies’ horfes were tired. 

82 Then brought Simon forth his hoft, and fet them againft the 
footmen, (for the horfemen were {pent) who were difcomfited by him, 
and fled. 

83 The horfemen alfo, being fcattered in the field, fled to Azotus, 
and went into Beth-dagon, their idol’s temple, for fafety. 

84 But Jonathan fet fireon Azotus, and the cities round about it, 
and took: their {poils; and the temple of Dagon, with them that were 
fled into it, he burned with fire. 

85 Thus there were burned and flain with the fword well nigh 
eight thoufand men. : : 

86 And from thence Jonathan removed his hoft, and camped againft 
Afcalon, where the men of the city came forth, and met him with 
great pomp. 

87 After this returned Jonathan and his hoft unto Jerufalem, 
having many fpoits. 

88 Now when king Alexander heard thefe things, he honoured 
Jonathan yet more, : 

89 And fent him a buckle of gold, as the ufe is to be given to fuch 
as are of the king’s blood: he gave him alfo Accaron with the borders 
thereof in polfeffion. 

. CHAP. XI. 


AN D the king of Egypt gathered together a great hoft, like the 


fand that lieth upon the fea fhore, and many fhips, and went 


~ about through deceit to get Alcxander’s kingdom, and join it to his 


own, 

2, Whereupon he took his journcy into Syria in peaceable manner, 
fo as they of the cities opened unto him, and methim: for king Alex- 
ander had commanded them fo to do, becaufe he was his father in law. 

3, Now as Ptolemee entered into the cities, he fet in every one of 
them a garrifon of foldiers to keep it. 


Z 





bleffing accompanied his undertakings, which will always be the cafe, more 
‘or lefs, when.a man of real virtue becomes an advocate for the liberty and 
rights of his fellow-fubjects. XI. The expedition of the king of Egypt, here 
mentioned, is related by Jofephus, who tells us, that a great number of Ethio- i 
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4 And when hecame firar to Azotus, they fhewed him the temple 
of Dagon that was burnt, and Azotus and the fuburbs thereof that 
were deftroyed, and the bodies that were caft abroad, and them that 
he had burnt in the battle; for they had made heaps of them by the 
way where he fhould pafs. ; : 

5 Alfo they told the king whatfoever Jonathan had done, to the 
intent he might blame him: but the king: held his peace. 

6 Then Jonathan met the king with great pomp at Joppe, where 
they faluted one another, and lodged. 

Afterward Jonathan, when he had gone with the king to the 
river called Eleutherus, returned again to Jerufalem. 

8 King Ptolemee therefore, having gotten the dominion of the 
cities by the fea unto Seleucia upon the fea coaft, imagined wicked 
counfels againft Alexander. ‘ 

g Whereupon he-fent ambaffadors unto king Demetrius, faying, 
Come, let us make a Jeague betwixt us, and I will give thee my 
daughter whom Alexander hath, and thou fhalt reign in thy father’s 
kingdom : 

ro For I repent that I gave my daughter unto him, for he fought 
to flay me. : 

11 Thus did he flander him, becaufe he was defirous of his 
kingdom. ; 

12 Wherefore he took his daughter frons him, and gave her to De- 
metrius, and forfook Alexander, fo that their hatred was openly known. 

13 Then Ptolemce entered into Antioch, where he fet two crowns 
upon his head, the crown of Afia, and of Egypt. 

14. In the mean feafon was king Alexander in Cilicia, becaufe 
thofe that dwelt in thofe parts had revolted from him. 

rs But when Alexander heard of this, he came to war again{t him: 
whereupon king Ptolemee brought forth dis 42, and met him with a 
mighty power, and put him to flight. ‘ 

16 So Alexander fled into Arabia, there to be defended ; but king 
Ptolemce was exalted: 

17 For Zabdiel the Arabian took off Alexander’s head, and-fent 
it unto Ptelemec. 

18 King Ptolemee alfo died the third day after, and they that were 
in the ilrong holds ware flain one of another. i 

19 By this means Demetrius reigned in the hundred threefcore and 
feventh ycar. ; 

20 At the fame time Jonathan gathered together them that were in 
Judea, to take the tower that was in Jerufalem; and he made many 
engines of war againft it. 

21 Then certain ungodly perfons, who hated their own people, 
went unto the king, and told him that Jonathan befieged the tower. 

22 Whereof when he heard, he was angry, and immediately re- 
moving, he came to Ptolemais, and wrote unto Jonathan, that he 
fhould not lay fiege to the tower, but come and {peak with him at 
Ptolemais in great halte. 

23 Neverthelefs Jonathan, when he heard this, commanded to be- 
fiege it /i/: and he chofe certain of the elders of Ifrael and the priefts, 
and put-himfelf in peril; 

24 And took filver, and gold, and raiment, and divers prefents 
befides, and went to Ptolemais unto the king, where he found favour 
in his fight. 

25 And though certain ungodly men of the people had made com- 
plaints againft him, 

26 Yet the king entreated him as his predeceffors had done before, 
and promoted him in the fight of all his friends, 

27 And confirmed him in the high pricfthood, and in all the ho- 
nours that he had before, and gave him pre-eminence among his 
chief friends. 

28 Then Jonathan defired the king, that he would make Judea 
free from tribute, as alfo the three governmets, with the country of 


* Samaria; and he promifed him three hundred talents. 


2g So the king confented, and wrote letters unto Jonathan of all 
thefe things after this manner : 

30 King Demetrius unto his brother Jonathan, and unto the na- 
tion of the Jews, fendeth greeting: 

31 We fend you here a copy of the letter which we did write unto 
our coufin Lafthenes concerning you, that ye might fee it. 

g2 King Demetrius unto his father Lafthenes fendeth greeting : 

33 We are determined to do good to the people of the Jews, who 
are our friends, and keep covenants with us, becaufe of their good 
will toward us. 

34 Wherefore we have ratified unto them the borders of Judea, 
with the three governments of Apherema and Lydda and Ramathem, 
that are added unto Judea from the country of Samaria, and all things 
appertaining unto them, for all fuch as do facrifice in Jerufalem, in- 
ftead of the payments which the king received of them yearly afore-~ 
time out of the fruits of the earth and of trees. 

35 And as for other things that belong unto us, of the tithes and 
cuftoms pertaining unto us, as aliothe faltpits, and the crown taxes, 
which are duc unto us, we difcharge them of them all for their rehef. 

36 And 


pians followed their camp for the fake of plunder. The Egyptians were,’ 
however, in all ages a very feeble enemy; for th.ugh they had the moft vain 
and ambitious notions, yet they had never courage fufficient to oppofe a fo~ 
Teignenemy. The prophecies which had pointed out their defirection, were 

now 


ae eee 


Apocrypha. 


36 And nothing bereof fhall be revoked from this time forth for 
ever. 

37 Now therefore fee that thou make a copy of thefe things, and 
let it be delivered unto Jonathan, and fet upon the holy mount in a 
con{picuous place. ; 

38 After this, when king Demetrius faw that the land was quiet 
before him, and that no refiftance was made againft him, he fent away 
ail his forces, every one to his own place, except certain bands of 
ftrangers, whom he had gathered from the ifles of the heathen: where- 
fore all the forces of his fathers hated him. 

39 Moreover there was one Tryphon, that had been of Alexander’s 
part afore, who, feeing that all the hoft murmured againft Demetrius, 
went to Simalcue the Arabian, that brought up Antiochus the young 
fon of Alexander, . 

42 And lay fore upon him to deliver him this young Antiochus, that 
he might reign in his father’s flead: he told him therefore all that 
Demetrius had done, and how his men of war were at enmity with 
him, and there he remained a long feafon. 

4 In the mean time Jonathan fent unto king Demetrius, that he 
would caft thofe of the tower out of Jerufalem, and thofe alfo in the 
fortreffes: for they fought againft Ifracl. 

42 So Demetrius fent unto Jonathan, faying, I will not only do 
this for thee and thy people, but I will greatly honour thee and thy 
nation, if opportunity ferve. ; : 

Now therefore thou fhalt do well, if thou fend me mento help 
me ; for all my forces are gone from me. 

44 Upon this Jonathan fent him three thoufand frong men unto 
Antioch: and when they came to the king, the king was very glad 
of their coming. : 

45 Howbeic they that were of the city gathered themfelves toge- 
ther into the midft of the city, to the number of an hundred and 
twenty thoufand men, and would have flain the king. 

46 Wherefore the king fled into the court, but they of the city 
kept the paflages of the city, and began to fight. ; 

47 Then the king called to the Jews for help, who came unto him 
all at once, and difperiing themfelves through the city, flew that day 
in the city to the number of an hundred thoufand. — 

48 Alfo they fet fire on the city, and gat many Jpoils that day, and 
delivered the king. , : 

49 So when they of the city faw thatthe Jews had got the city as 
they would, their courage was abated; wherefore they made fuppli- 
cation to the king, and cried, faying, ; ; 

so Grant us peace, and let the Jews ceafe from affaulting us and 
the city. 

51 With that they caft away their weapons, and made peace ; and 
the Jews were honoured in the fight of the king, and in the fight of 
all that were in his realm; and they returned to Jerufalem, having 
great fpoils. 4 I 

52 So king Demetrius fat on the throne of his kingdom, and the 
land was quiet before him. : 

53Neverthelefs he diffentbled inall that ever he fpake,and eftranged 
hinielf from Jonathan, neither rewarded he him according to the be- 
nefits which he had received of him, but troubled him very fore. 

54 After this returned Tryphon, and with him the young child An- 
tiochus, who reigned and was crowned. 

55 Then there gathered unto him all the men of war, whom De- 
metrius had put away, and they fought againit Demetrius, whoturned 
his back and fled. : 

66 Moreover Tryphon took the elephants, and won Antioch. 

57 At that time young Antiochus wrote unto Jonathan, faying, I 
confirm thee in the high priefthood, and appoint thee ruler over the 
four governments, and to be one of the king’s friends. . 

58 Upon this he fent him golden veffels to be ferved in, and gave 
him leave to drink in gold, and to be clothed in purple, and to wear 
a golden buckle. beh 

His brother Simon alfo he made captain from the place called 
The ladder of Tyrus unto the borders of Egypt. . 

60 Then Jonathan went forth, and pafled through the cities be- 
yond the water, and all the forces of Syria gathered themfelves unto 
him for to help him: and when he came to Afcalon, they of the city 
met him honourably. 
 6y From whence he went to Gaza, but they of Gaza fhut him out; 
wherefore he laid fiege unto it, and burned the fuburbs thereof with 
fire, and {poiled them. Bi 

62 Afterward, when they of Gaza made fupplication unto Jona-~ 
than, he made peace with them, and took the fons of their chief men 
for hoftages, and fent them to Jerufalem, and paffed through the coun- 
tty unto Damafcus. . ; 

63 Now when Jonathan heard. that Demetrius’ princes were come 
to Cades, which is in Galilee, with a great power, purpoling to re- 


move him out of the country, ; : 
64. He went to meet them, and left Simon his brother in the 


Gs “Ehen Simon encamped againft Bethfura, and fought againft it 


a long feafon, and fhut itup: 
nena 
now beginning to take place, and within a few years afterwards they were 


Hy fabdued by the Romans: fee Fer. xlvi. 13,14. XII. At this time 
te Roaun power was fo great, that there were fcarce any of the princes, 
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66 But they defired to have peace with him, which hz granted 


. them, and then puatthem out from thence, and took the city ; and fet 


a gairifon in it. b 

67 As for Jonathan and his oft, they pitthed at the water of Gen- 
nefar, from whence betiries in the morning they gat them to the plain 
of Nafor. 

68 And, behold, the hoft of ftrangers mét them in the plain, who, 
having laid men in ambufh for him in the mountairis; came tlhiem- 
felves over againit him. . 

69 So when they that lay in ambuth rofe out of their places, and 
joined battle, all that were of Jonathan’s fide fled ; : 

70 Infomuch as there was not one of them left, except Mattathias 
eee of Abfalom, and Judas the /on of Calphi, the captains of the 

oft, 

71 Then Jonathan rerit his clothes, and caft earth upon his head, 
and prayed. : 

72 Afterwards turtiing again to battle, he put them to flight, and 
fo they rati away. . : . 

73 Now when his own men that were fled faw this, they tuined 
again unto him, ard .with hiin purfued them to Cades, even unto 
their own tents, and there they camped. 

74 So there were flain of the heathen that day about three thon- 
fand men: but Jonathan returned to Jerufalem. 

HAP. XII. 
No when Jonathan faw that the timé ferved him, he ckofe 


certain men, and fent them to Rome, forto confirm andres ~ 


new the friendthip that they had with them. 

2 He fent letters alfo to the Lacedemonians, and to other places, 
for the fame purpofe, ; 

3 So they went unto Rome, and entered into the fenate, and faid, 
Jonathan the high pricfl, andthe people of the Jews, fent us unto 
you, to the end ye fhould renew the friendfhip, which ye had with 
them, and league, as in former time. . : 

4. Upon this éhe Romans gave them letters unto the governors of 
every place, that they fhould bring them into the ‘land of Judea 
peaceably. ‘ ‘ oo 

s And this is the copy of the letters which Jonathan wrote tothe 
Lacedemonians : : 3 

6 Jonathan the high prieft, and the elders of the nation, and the 
priefts, and the other people of the Jews, unto the Lacedemoniane 
their brethren fend greeting: as 

97 There were letters fent in times paft unto Onias the high prieft 
from Darius, who reigned then among you, to fignify that ye are our 
brethren, as the copy here underwritten doth f{pécify.. 

8 At which time Onias entreated the amballador tat he was fent 
honourably, and received the letters, wherein devlaration was made 
of the league and friendfhip. 

9 Therefore we alfo, albeit we need none of thefe things, for that 
we have the holy books of {cripture in our hands to comfort us, 

10 Have neverthelefs attempted to fendunto you for the renewing 
of brotherhood and friendfhip, left we fhould become {trangérs unto 
you altogether: for there isa long time paffed fince ye fent unto us. 

11 We therefore at all times without ceafing, both in our feafts, and 
other convenient days, do remember you in the facrifices which we 
offer, and in our prayers, as reafon is, and as it becometh us to think 
upon our brethren : 

12 And weare right glad of your honour. 

13 As for ourfelves, we have had great troubles and wars on every 
fide, forfomuch as the kings that are round about us have fought 
againft us. : 

14 Howbeit we would not be troublefome unto you, nor to others 
of our confederates and friends, in thefe wars : 

15 For we have help from heaven that fuccoureth us, fo as we 
are delivered from our enemies, and our enemies are brought under 
foot. 

16 For this caufe we chofe Numenius the /on of Antiochus, and 
Antipater the fon of Jafon, and fent them unto the Romans, to renew 
the amity that we had with them; and the former league. 

17 We commanded them alfo to go unto you, and to falute you, 
and to deliver you our lettersconcerning the renewing of our brothers 
hood. 

18 Wherefore now ye fhall do well to give us an anfwer thereto. 

1g And this is the copy of the letters which Oniares fent. 

go Areus king of the Lacedemonians to Onias the high prieft, 
greeting : 


zt Itis found in writing, that the Lacedemonians and Jews are ¢ 


brethren, and that they are of the ftock of Abraham: 
22 Now therefore, fince this is come to our knowledge, ye fhall 
do well to write unto us of your profperity. Set 
23 We dowrite back again to you, that our cattle and goods are 
our’s, and our’s are your’s. We do command therefore our amba/- 
fadorsto make report unto you on this wife. | . : 
24 Now when Jonathan heard that Demetrius’ princes were come 
to fight againft him with a greater hoft than afore, 
25 He 





either in the Leffer Afia or Syria, that would have ventured to difpute their 

orders. At this period the Romans afpired at univerfal monarchy, which cir- 

cumftance, being -confiftent with the plan of divine Providence, afterwards 
x. 


took 
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‘gs He removéd from Jerufalem, and met them in the land of 
Amathis: for he gave them no refpite to enter his country. 
26 He fent fpies alfo unto their tents, who came again, and told 
him that they were appointed to come upon them in the night feafon. 
‘94° Wherefore fo foon as the fun was down, Jonathan commanded 


his men to watch, and to be in arms, that all the night Jong they 
aoe: be ready to fight: alfo he fent forth centinels round about the 
hott. : 


28 But when the adverfaries heard that Jonathan and his men were 
ready for battle, they feared, and trembled in their hearts, and they 
kindled fires in their camp. ; } 

29 Howbeit Jonathan and his company knew it not till the morn- 
ing 3 for they faw the lights burning. 

go Then Jonathan purfued after them, but overtook them not: 
for they were gone over the river Eleutherus. — 

x Wherefore Jonathan turned to the Arabians, who were called 
Zabadeans, and fmote them, and took their fpoils, 
: 2 And removing thence, he came to Damafcus, and fo paffed 
through all the country. 

33 Simon alfo went forth, and paffed through the country unto 

Afcalon, and the holds there adjoining, from whence he turned afide 
- to Joppe, and won it. . 

34. For he had heard that they would deliver the hold unto them that 
took Demetrius’s part ; wherefore he fet a garrifon there to keep it. 

35 After this came Jonathan home again, and calling the elders 
of the people together, he confulted with them about building ftrong 
holds in Judea. ; ia 

36 And making the walls of Jerufalem higher, and raifing 2 great 
mount between the tower and the city, for to fupport it from the city, 
that fo it might be alone, that men might neither fell nor buy in it. 

37 Upon this they came together to build up the city, forafmuch 
as part of the wall towards the brook on the caft fide was fallen down, 
and they repaired that which was called Caphenatha. _ . 

38 Simon alfo fet up Adida in Sephela, and made it {trong with 
gates and bars. . 

39 Now Tryphon went about to get the kingdom of Afia, and to 
kill Antiochus the king, that he might fet the crownupon his own head. 

40 Howbcit he was afraid that Jonathan would not fuffer him, 
and that he would fight againft him: wherefore he fought a way how 
to take Jonathan that he might kill him. So he removed and came 
to Bethian. 7 . 

‘41 Then Jonathan went out to meet him with forty thoufand men 
chofen for the battle, and came to Bethfan. : 
_ 42 Now when Tryphon faw that Jonathan came with fo great a 
force, he durft not ftretch his hand againft him ; : . 

43 But received him honourably, and commended him unto all his 
friends, and gave him gifts, and commanded his men of war to be as 
obedient unto him, as to himfelf. 

44 Unto Jonathan alfo he faid, Why haft thou put all this people 
to fo great trouble, fecing there is no war betwixt us? ; 

45 Therefore fend them now home again, and choofe a few men 
to wait on thee, and come thou with me to Prolemais, for I will give 
it thee, and the reft of the {trong holds and forces, and all that have 
any charge: as for me, I will return and depart: for this is the caufe 


of my coming. 


46 So Jonathan believing him did as he bade him, and fent away 7 


his hoft, who went into the land of Judea. 
47 And with himfelf he retained but three thoufand men, of whom 


he fent two thoufand into Galilee, and one thoufand went with him. . 


' 48 Now as foonas Jonathan entered into Ptolemais, they of Ptole- 


mais fhut the gates, and took him, and all them that came with him’ 


they flew with the fword. : 

49 Then fent Tryphon an hoft of footmen and horfemen into Ga- 
lilee, and into the great plain, to deftroy all Jonathan’s company. 

50 But when they knew that Jonathan and they that were with 


him were taken and flain, they encouraged one another, and went _ 


clofe together, prepared to fight. 4, 

51 They therefore that followed upon them, perceiving that they 
were ready to fight for their lives, turned back again. 

52 Whereupon they all came into the land of Judea peaceably, and 
there they bewailed Jonathan, and them that were with him, and they 
were fore afraid ; wherefore all [frael made great lamentation. 

3 Then all the heathen that were round about them fought to 
deftroy them: for faid they, they have no captain, nor any to help 
them: now therefore let us make war upon them, and take away 


hei rial from among men. 
errr CH AP. XIII. 


OW when Simon heard that Tryphon had gathered together a 


reat hoft to invade the land of Judea, and deftroy it, 
2 And faw that the people was in great trembling and fear, he went 
up to Jerufalem, and gathered the people together, 
And gave them exhortation, faying, Ye yourfelves know what 
great things I, and my brethren, and my father’s houfe, have done 





took place: fee Dax. vii.7. Thus the pride and ambition of monarchs be- 
come fubfervient towards promoting the purpofesof divine Providence. XLII. 
Jonathan being treacheroufly flain, Simon, another gallant commander, is 
xaifed up, who excites his countrymen the Jews to take up arms in defence of 
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for the laws and the fan€tuary, the battles alfo and troubles which 
we have feen, 

4 By reafon whereof all my brethren are flain for Ifracl’s fake, 
and J am left alone. 

5 Now therefore be it far from me, that I fhould fpare mine own 
life in any time of trouble: for I am no better than my brethren. 

6 Doubtlefs I will avenge my nation, and the fanctuary, and our 
wives, and our children: for all the heathen are gathered to deftroy 
us of very malice. 

7 Now as foon as the people heard thefe words, their fpirit revived. 

8 And they anfwered with a loud voice, faying, Thou fhalt be our 
leader inftead of Judas and Jonathan thy brother. 

g Fight thou our battles, and whatfoever thou commandeft us, 
that will we do. 

10 So then he gathered together all the men of war, and made hafte 
to finifh the walls of Jerufalem, and he fortified it round about. 

11 Alfo he fent Jonathan the fon of Abfalom, and with him a great 
power, to Joppe: who cafting out them that were therein, remained 
there in it. 

12 So Tryphon removed from Ptolemais witha great power to in- 
vade the land of Judea, and Jonathan was with him in ward. 

13 But Simon pitched his tents at Adida, over againft the plain. 

14. Now when Tryphon knew that Simon was rifen up inflead of 
his brother Jonathan, and meant to join battle with him, he fent 
meffengers unto him, faying, 

1-5 Whereas we have Jonathan thy brother in hold, it is for money 
that he is owing unto the king’s treafure, concerning the bufinefs 
that was committed unto him. 

16 Wherefore now fend an hundred talents of filver, and two of 
his fons for hoftages, that when heisat liberty he may not revolt ffom 
us, and we will let him go. 

17 Hereupon Simon, albeit he perceived that they fpake deceitfully 
unto him, yet fent he the moncy and the children, left peradventure 
he fhould procure to himfelf great hatred of the people : 

18 Who might have faid, Becaufe J fent him not the money and 
the children, therefore is Fonathan dead. 

19 So he fent them the children and the hundred talents: howbeit 
Tryphon diflembled, neither would he let Jonathan go. 

20 And after this came Tryphon to invade the land and deftroy it, 
going round about by the way that leadeth unto Adora: but Simon 
and his hoft marched again{ft him in every place, wherefoever he 
went. 

21 Now they that were in the tower fent meflengers unto Tryphon, 
to the end that he fhould haften his coming unto them by the wilder- 
nefs, and fend them vidiuals. 

22 Wherefore Tryphon made ready all his horfemen to come that 
night: but there fell avery great fnow, by reafon whereof he came 
not. So he departed, and came into the country of Galaad, 

23 And when he came near to Bafcama, he flew Jonathan, who 
was buried there. 

24 Afterward Tryphon returned, and went into his own Jand. 

25 Then fent Simon, and took the bones of Jonathan his brother, 
and buried them in Modin, the city of his fathers. 

26 And all Ifrael made great lamentation for him, and bewailed 
him many days. , 

27 Simon alfo built a monument upon the fepulchre of his father 
and his brethren, and raifed it aloft to the fight, with hewn {tone be- 
hind and before. 

28 Moreover he fet up feven pyramids, one againft another, for his 
father, and his mother, and his four brethren. 

_2g And in thefe he made cunning devices, about the which he fet 
great pillars, and upon the pillars he made all their armour for a per- 
petual memory, and by the armour fhips carved, that they might be 
feen of all that fail on the fea. . 

30 This is the fepulchre which he made at’ Modin, and it ftandeth 
yet unto this day. 

31 Now Tryphon dealt deccitfully with the young king Antiochus, 
and flew him. 

32 And he reigned in his ftead, and crowned himfelf king of Afia, 
and brought a great calamity upon the land. 

33 Then Simon built up the ftrong holds in Judca, and fenced 
them about with high towers, and great walls, and gates, and bars, 
and laid up victuals therein. 

4 Moreover Simon chofe men, and fent to king Demetrius, to 
the end he fhould give the land an immunity, becaufe all that Tryphon 
did was to {poil- 

35 Unto whom king Demetrius anfwered and wrote after this 
manner: 

36 King Demetrius unto Simon the high prieft, and friend of 
kings, as alfo unto the elders and nation of the Jews, fendeth 





aren $ 

37 The golden crown, and the fcarlet robe, which ye fent unto us, 

we have received : and we are ready to make a ftedfaft peace with you, 
7 yea, 





their injured rights and privileges; which feemed the more neceffary at this 
time, as a league had been formed againft them by the heathens, who would 
have fhewn no mercy to this affli€ted people, had they fubdued them: bur 
this brave general being chofen their leader, fruftrated the eneiny’s malicious 

defigns, 
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yea, and to write unto our officers, to confirm the immunities which 
we have granted. 

38 And whatfoever covenants we have made with you fhall ftand ; 
and the ftrong holds, which ye have builded, fhall be your own. 

39 As for any overfight or fault committed unto this day, we for- 
give it, and the crown tax alfo, which ye owe us: and if there were 
any other tribute paid in Jerufalem, it fhall no more be paid. 

40 And look whoare meet among you to bein our court, let them 
be enrolled, and let there be peace betwixt us. 

4t Thus the yoke of the heathen was taken away from Ifrael in the 
hundred and feventieth year. 

42 Then the people of Ifrael began to write in their inftruments 
and contraéts, In the firft year of Simon the high prieft, the governor 
and leader of the Jews. 

43 In thofe days Simon camped againft Gaza, and befieged it round 
about ; he madealfoan engine of war, and fet it by the city, and bat- 
tered a certain tower, and took it. 

44, And they that were in the engine leaped into the city ; where- 
upon there was a preat uproar in the city: 

45 Infomuch as the people of the city rent their clothes, and climbed 
upon the walls with their wives and children, and cried with a loud 
voice, befeeching Simon to grant them peace. 

46 And they faid, Deal not with us according to our wickednefs, 
but according to thy mercy. 

47 So Sin:on was appealed toward them, and fought no more again{t 
them, but put them out of the city, and cleanfed the houfes wherein 
the idols were, and fo entered into it with fongs and thank{giving. 

48 Yea, he put all uncleannefs out of it, and placed fuch men there 
as would keep the law, and made it ftronger than it was before, and 
built therein a dwelling place for himfelf. 

49 They alfo of the tower in Jerufalem were kept fo ftrait, that they 
could neither come forth, nor go into the country, nor buy, nor fell’: 
wherefore they were in great diftrefs for want of victuals, and a great 
‘number of them perifhed through famine. — : 

50 Then cried they to Simon, befeeching him to be at one with 
them: which thing he granted them ; and when hchad put them out 
from thence, he cleanfed the tower ‘from pollutions : 

51 And entered into it the three and twentieth day of the fecond 
month, in the hundred feventy and firft year, with thankfgiving, and 
branches of palm trees, and with harps, and cymbals, and with viols, 
and hymns, and fongs: becaufe there was deltroyed a great enemy out 
of Ifrael. 

52 He ordained alfo that that day fhould be kept every year with 
gladnefs. Moreover the hill of the temple that was by the tower he 
made ftronger than it was, and there he dwelt himfelf with all his 
company. . . 

53 And when Simon faw that John his fon was a valiant man, he 
made him captain of all the hofts ; and he dwelt in Gazara. 

CHAP. XIV. 
OW in the hundred threefcore and twelfth year, king Demetrius 
gathered his forces together, and went into Media, to get him 
help to fight againft Tryphon. ; 

2 But when Arfaces, the king of Perfiaand Media, heard that De- 
metrius was entered within his borders, he fent one of his princes to 
take him alive: 

Who went and {mote the hoft of Demetrius, and took him, and 
brought him to Arfaces, by whom he was put in ward. 

4 As forthe land of Fudea, that was quiet all the days of Simon ; 
for he fought the good of his nation in fuch wife, as that evermore 
his authority and honour pleafed them well. rt 

5 Andas he was honourable in all his aéts, fo in this, that he took 
Joppe foran haven, and made an entrance to the ifles of the fea, 

6 And enlarged the bounds of his nation, and recovered the coun- 
try- 
os And gathered together a great number of captives, and had the 
dominion of Gazara, and Bethfura, and the tower, out of the which 
he took all uncleannefs, neither was there any that refifted him. 

8 Then did they till their ground in peace, and the earth gave her 
increafe, and the trees of the feta their fruit. ; 

The ancient men fat all in the ftreets, communing together of 
good things, and the young men put on glorious and warlike apparel. 

10 He provided victuals for the cities, and fet in them all manner 
of munition, fo that his honourable name was renowned unto the end 
of the world. . 

11 He made peace in the land, and Ifrael rejoiced with great joy: 

12 For every man fat under his vine and his fig tree, and there was 
none to fray them: i 

13 Neither was there any left in the land to fight againft them: yea, 
the kings themfelves were overthrown in thofe days. 

14. Moreover he ftrengthened all thofe of his people that were 
brought low : the law he fearched out; and every contemner of the 
Jaw and wicked perfon he took away. 


a A TS 


defigns, and preferved from deftruétion the people of God, that his gracious 
eountels eoneerhibe them, by thé coming dF the Meffiah, might be accom- 
plithed. XVI_ In this chapter the hiftory goes back, with regard to the af- 
fairs of Demetrius; for now the writer relates thofe things which happened to 
him before Tryphon murdered Antiochus, and ciaed upon his kingdom; but 
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15 He beautified the fanétuary, and multiplied the veffels of thi: 


see. . 
16 Now when it was heard at Rome, and as far as Spatta, that Joe 
nathan was dead, they were very forry. 

a7 But as foon as they heard that his brother Simioti was made high’ 
priettin his ftead, andruled the country, and the cities therein : 

18 They wtote unto him in tables of brafs, to renew the friend- 
fhip and league which they had made with Judas and Jonathan his 
brethren : . : 

; 2 Which writings were read before the congrégation at Jeru~ 

atem. 

20 And this is the copy of the letters that the Lacedemonians fent + 
The tulers of the Lacedemonians, with the city, unto Simon the high 
prieft, and the elders, and priefts, and refidue of the people of the 
Jews, our brethren, fend greeting + 

21 The ambaffadors that were fent unto our people certified us of 
your glory and honour: wherefore we were giad of their coming, 

22 And did regifter the things that they fpake in the council of the 
people in this manner, Numenius jon of Antiochus, and Antipater 
Jon of Jafon, the Jews’ ambaffadors, came unto us to renew the friend 
fhip they had with us. . 

23 And it pleafed the people to éntertain the men honourably, and 
to put the copy of their ambaffage in publick records, to the end the 
people of the Lacedemonians might have a memorial thereof: furthers 
more we have written a copy thereof unto Simon the high prieft. 

24. After this Simon fent Numenius to Rome with a great fhield 
of gold of a thoufand pound weight, to confirm the league with tliem, 

25 Whereof when the people heard, they faid, What thanks fhalt 
we give to Simon and his fons? 

26 For he and his brethren andthe houfe of his father have efla- 
blithed Ifrael, and chafed away in fight their enemies from them, and 
confirmed their liberty. 

27 So then they wrote #/ in tables of brafs, which they fet upon pil- 
Jars in mount Sion: and this is thé copy of the writing; The eigh- 
teenth day of the month E'ul, in the hundred threefcore and twelfth 
year, rene the third year of Simon the high prieft, 

28 At Saramel in the great congregation of the priefts, and people, 
and rulers of the nation, and elders of the country, were thefe things 3 
notified unto us. 

29 Forafmuch aé oftentimes there have beeri wars in the country, 
wherein for the maintenance of their fan@tuary, andthe law, Simon 
the fon of Mattathias, of the poflerity of Jarib, together with his bre- 
thren, put themfelves in jeopardy, and refifting the enemies of their 
nation did their nation great honour: 

30 (For after that Jonathan, having gathered his nition together, 
and been their high prieft, was added to his people, 

3t Their enemies purpofed to invade their country, that they might 
deftroy it,, and lay hands on the fanétuary : 

32 At which time Simon rofe up, and fought for his nation, and 
{pent much of his own fubftance, and armed the valiant men of his 
nation, and gave them wages, 

33 And fortified the cities of Judea, together with Bethfura, that 
lieth upon the borders of Judea, where the armour of the enemies 
had been before; but he fet a garrifon of Jews there: 

34. Moreover he fortified Joppe, which licth upon the fea, and Ga- 
zara, that bordereth upon Azotus, where the enemiles had dwelt be- 
fore: but he placed Jews there, and furnifhed them with all things 
convenient for the reparation thereof. ) 

35 The people therefore, feeing the aQ@s of Simon, and unto what 
glory he thought to bring his nation, made him their governor and 
chief prieft, becaufe he had done all thefe things, and for the juftice 
and faith which he kept to his nation, and for that he fought by all 
means to exalt his people. s 

36 For in his time things profpered in his hands, fo that the hea- 
then were taken out of their country, and they alfo that were in the 
city of Davidin Jerufalem, who had made themfelves a tower, out of 
which they iffued, and polluted all about the fan€tuary, and did much 
hurt in the holy place: 

37 But he placed Jews therein, and fortified it for the fafety of the 
country and the city, and raifedup the walls of Jerufalem. 

38 King Demetrius alfo confirmed him in the high priefthood ac- 
cording to thofe things, 

39 And made him one of his friends, and honoured him with 
great hohour. 

40 For he had heard fay, that the Romans had called the Jews their 
friends and confederates and brethren; and that they had entertained 
the ambaffadors of Simon honourably ; . _ 

. 41 Alfo that the Jews and priefts were well pleafed that Simon 
fhould be their governor and high prieft for ever, until there fhould 
arife a faithful prophet ; 5 

42 Moreover that he fhould be their captain, and fhould take charge 
of the fanétuary, to fet them over their works, and over the country, 

and 





omitted to {peak of them in their proper place, that he might not break the 
thread of his hiftory with regard to the Jews. Jofephus takes notice, agreeable 
to verfe 35, that Simon was raifed to the regal feat and pontifical dignity, as 
the juft reward of his merit and bravery. This may ferve as an admonition to 
all ftates, that they do not truft any perfons to guide the reins of government 

< . but 
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and over the drmour, and over the fortreffes, that, J Jay, he fhould 
thke etarge of the fan&tuary ; 

49 Bélides this, that he fhould be obeyed of. every man, and that 
all the writings in the country fhould be made in his name, and that 
he fhould be cloathed in purple, and wear gold: 

44 Alfo that it fhould be lawful for none of the people or priefts 
to break any of thefe things, or to gainfay his words, or to gather 
an affembly in the country without him, or to be cloathed in purple, 
or wear a buckle of gold: : 

: And whofoever fhall do otherwife, or break any of thefe 
things; he fhould be punithed. tt: ae 

46 Thus it liked all the people to deal with Simon, and to do as 
hath been faid. : 

47 Then Simon accepted hereof, and was well pleafed to be high 
prieft, and captain and governor of the Jews and. priefts, and to 
defend them all. : 

48 So they commanded that this writing fhould be put in tables 
of brafs, and that they fhould be fet up within the compafs of the 
fan&tuary in a confpicuous place ; / : 

49 Alfo that the copies thereof thould be laid up in the treafury, 
to the end that Simon and his fons might -have them. 


CHAP. XV. 
\ OREOVER Antiochus fon of Demetrius the king fent letters 
the Jews, and to all the people; 


A from the ifles of the fea unto Simon, the prieft and prince of 
2 The contents whereof were thefe: King Antiochus to Simon 


the ‘high prieft and prince of his nation, and to’ the people of the: 
Jews, 


greeting: : M . 

3 Forafmuch as certain peftilent men have ufurped the kingdom 
of our fathers, and my purpofe is to challenge it again, that I may 
reftore it to the old eftate, and to that end have gathered a multitude 
of foreign foldiers together, and prepared fhips of war; 

4 My meaning allo being to go through the country, that I may 
be avenged of them that have deftroyed it, and made many cities 
in the kingdom: defolate: ; 

5 Now therefore I confirm unto thee all the oblations which the 
kingsbetoreme granted thee, and whatfoever gifts befides they granted. 

61 give thee leave alfo to coin money for thy country with thine 
own ftamp. 7 

And as concerning Jerufalem and the fan@uary, let them be free; 
and all the armour that thou haft made, and fortreffes that thou haft 
built, and keepeft in thine hands, let them remain unto thee. 

8 And if any thing be, or fhall be, owing to the king, let it be 
forpfiven thee from this time forth for evermore. : 

9 Furthermore, when we have obtained our kingdom, we will 
honour thee, and thy nation, and thy temple, ‘with great honour, 
fo that your honour fhall be known throughout the world. 

10 Inthe hundred threefcore and fourteenth year went Antiochus 
jnto the land of his fathers: at which time all the forces came together 
unto him, fo that few were left with Tryphon. 

11 Wherefore being purfued by king Antiochus, he fled unto 
Dora, whith lieth by the fea fide: 

12 For he {aw that troubles came upon him all at once, and that 
‘bis forces had, forfaken him. : : : 

1g Then camped Antiochus againft Dora, having with him an hun- 
‘dred and twenty thoufand men of war, and eight thoufand horfemen. 

14 And when he had compaffed the city round about, and joined 
ships clofe to the town-on the fea fide, he vexed the city by land and 
by fea, neither fuffered he any to agey or in. ‘ 

1g In the mean feafon carne Numenius and his company from 
Rome, having letters to the kings and countries; wherein were writ- 
ten -thefe things: ; 

46 Lucius, conful‘of the Romans unto king Prolemee, greeting : 

x7 The Jews’ anibafladors, our friends and confederates, came unto 
45 to renew the old friendfhip and league, being fent from Simon the 
pigh'prieft, and from the people of the Jews: 

18 And they brought a fhield of gold of a thoufand pound. 

19 We thought it good therefore to write unto the kings and 
countries, that they fhould do them no harm, nor fight againft them, 
their cities or countries, nor yet aid their enemies againit them, 

zo It feemed alfo good to us to receive the fhield of them. 

at if therefore there be any peftilent fellows, that have fled from 
their country‘unto you, deliver them unto Simon the high prieft, 
that he may punifh them according to their own law. 

+22 The fame things wrote he likewife unto Demetrius the king, 
end Attalus, to Ariarathes, and Arfaces, 

23 And to all the countries, and to Sampfames, and the Lacede- 
monians, and to Delus, and Myndus, and Sicyon, and Caria, and 
Samos, and Pamphylia, and Lycia, and Halicarnaffus, and Rhodus, 
and Phafelis, and Cos, and Side, and Aradus, and ‘Gortyna, and 
Cnidus, and Cyprus, and Cyrene. . : ; 

e4 And the copy hereof they wrote to Simon the high prieft, 


RP SS 
but fuch as by their diflinguithed virtues and abilities are qualified for the 
difcharge of that important tru, XV. We learn from hence, that ambitious 
tyrants never want excufes when they are difpofed to invade the territories of 
their neighbours; and therefore Athenobius imputes breach of promifes to the 
Jewa, and charges them with crimes which they bad never committed; but 
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25 So Antiochus the king camped againit Dora the fecond day 
alfaulting it continually, and making engines, by which means he 
fhat up Cryphon, that he could neither go out nor in. 

26 At that time Simon fent him two thoufand chofen mento aid 
him: filver alfo, and gold, and much armour. i 

b7 Neverthelefs he would not receive them, but brake all the 
tovenants which he had made with him afore, and became ftrange 
unto him: 

28 Furthermore he fent unto him Athenobius, one of his friends, 
to commune with him, and fay, Ye withhold Joppe and Gazara, with 
the tower that is in Jerufalem, which are cities of my realm. 

29 The borders thereof ye have wafted, and done great hurt in 
the land, and got the dominion of many places within my kingdom. 

30 Now therefore deliver the cities which ye have taken, and the 
tributes of the places, whereof ye have gotten dominion without the 
borders of Judea: 

gt Or elfe give me for them five hundred talents of filver , and for 
the harm that ye have done, and the tributes of the cities, other five 
hundred talents: if not, we will come and fight againft you. 

32 So Athenobius the king’s friend came to Jerufalem: and when 
he faw the glory of Simon, and the cupboard of goldand filver plate, 
and his great attendance, he wasaflonifhed, and told him the king’s 
meflage. 

33 Then anfwered Simon, and faid unto him, We have neither 
taken other men’s land, nor holden that which appertaineth to others, 
but the inheritance of our fathers, which our enemies had wrong- 
fully in poffeMfion a certain time. = 

34 Wherefore we, having opportunity, hold the inheritance of 
our fathers. 

35 And whereas thou demandeft Joppe and Gazazra, albeit they did 
great harm untothe people in our country, yet will we givean hundred 
talents for them. Hereunto Athenobius anfwered him not a word; 

36 But returned in a rage to the king, and made report unto him of 
thefe fpeeches, and of the glory of Simon, and of al] that he had feenz 
whereupon the king was exceeding wroth. 

37 In the mean -time fled “Iryphon by fhip unto Orthofias. 

g8 Then the king made Cendebeus captain of the fea coait, and 
gave him an holl of footmen and horfemen, - 

39 And commanded him to remove his hoft toward Judea: alfo 
he commanded him to build up Cedron, and to fortily the gates,” 
and to war againft the people; but as for the king dim/e/f, he pur- 
fued Tryphon. 

40 So Cendebeus came to Jamnia, and began to provoke the 
people, and to invade Judea, and to take the people prifoners, 
and flay them. 

4t And when he had built up Cedron, he fet horfemen there, and 
an hoft of fostmen, to the end that iffuing out they might make out- 
roads upon the ways of Judea, as the king had commanded him. 

CHAP. NVI. 
HEN came up John from Gazara, and told Simon his father 
what Cendebeus had done. 

2 Wherefore Simon called his two eldeft fons, Judas and John, 
and faid unto them, J, and my brethren, and my father’s houfe, 
have ever from our youth unto this day fought againft the enemies of 
Ifrael; and things have profpered fo well in our hands that we have 
delivered Ifrael oftentimes. 

3 But now I am old, and ye, by God’s mercy, are of a fufficient 
age: be ye inftead of me and my brother, and go and fight for our 
nation, and the help from heaven be with you. 

4 So he chofe out of the country twenty thoufand men of war 
with horfemen, who went out againft Cendebeus, and refted that 
night at Modin. 

5 And when as they arofe in the morning, and went into the plain, 
behold, a mighty great hoft both of footmen and horfemen came 
againft them: howbeit there was a water brook betwixt them. 

6 So he and his people pitched over againft them: and when he 
faw that the people were afraid to go over the water brook, he went 
firft over himfelf, and then the men feeing him paffed through after 
him. 

9 That done, he divided his men, and fet the horfemen in the midi 
of the footmen: for the encmies’ horfemen were very many. 

8 Then founded they with the holy trumpets: whereupon Cende- 
beus and his hoft were put to flight, fo that many of them were lain, 
and the remnant gat them to the flrong hold. 

g At that time was Judas John’s brother wounded ; but John Milk 
followed after them, until he came to Cedron, which Cendebeus had 
built. 

19 So they fled even unto the towers in the fields of Azotus; 
wherefore he burned it with fire: fo that there were flain of them 
about two thoufand men. Afterward he returned into the land of 
Judea in peace. 

xt Moreover in the plain of Jericho was Ptolerneus the fon of 

Abubus 





though their crafty fchemes were’ in fome tefpetts fuccefsful, through the cre- 
dulity of the Jews, yet God, who is wonderful in counfel and atting, fo ordered 
things, that his people were preferved from the power and malice of their enc- 
imies, that a way might be kept open for the promulgation of the gofpel. XVI. 
It appears as if the author of this book of Maccabees died, or was pierentes 

= 


Apocrypha, 


CHAP. I. I. 


Apocrypha. 
Ar SS DS Da a aT 
48 Then Ptolemee wrote thefe things, and fent to the king, that 


Abubus made captain, and he had abundance of filver and gold: 

12 For he was the high prieft’s fon in law. 

13 Wherefore his heart being lifted up, he thought to get the 
country to himfelf, and thereupon confulted deceitfully againft Simon 
and his fons to deftroy them. : 

14. Now Simon was vifiting the cities that were in the country, and 
taking care for the good ordering of them; at which time he came 
down himfelf to Jericho with his fons, Mattathias and Judas, in the 
hundred threefcore and feventeenth year, in the eleventh month, 
called Sabat; 

15 Where the fen of Abubus receiving them deceitfully into a little 
hold, called Docus, which he had built, made them a great banquet: 
howbeit he had hid men there. ; 

16 So when Simon and his fons had drunk largely, Ptolemee and 
his men rofe up, and took their weapons, and came upon Simon into 
the banqueting place, and flew him, and his two fons, and certain 
of his fervants. : 

17 In which doing he committed a great treachery, and recom- 
penfed evil for good. 
ne ge IE EE a SRE A A ANT a 
by fome misfortune from carrying on his hiftory any further than to the rela- 
tion ‘of the attempt which Ptolemee made to deftroy John in Gazara, (asin ver. 
22) and thefe two laft verfes were added by another hand: it is certain, how- 
ever, that this wasa very confufed and unfettled age; from which this whole- 


“ 








he fhould fend him -an hoft to aid him; and he would deliver himi 
the country and cities. : 

19 He fent others alfo to Gazara to kill John: and unto the iri- 
bunes he fent letters to come unto him, that he might give them filver, 
and gold, and rewards. : 

: ae ond others he fent to take Jerufalem, and the mountain of the 
emple. 

21 Now one had rin afore to Gazara, and told John that his 
father and brethren-were flain, and, quoth he, Ptolemee hath fent to 
flay thee alfo. . : 

22 Hereof when he heard, he was fore aftonifhed: {0 he laid hands 
on them that were come to deftroy him, and flew them; for he knew 
that they fought to make him away. : : : 

23 As concerning the reft of the acts of John, and his wars, and 
worthy deeds which he did, and the building of the walls which he 
made, and his doings, , 

24. Behold, thefe are written in the chronicles of his priefttiood, 
from the time he was made high prieft after his father. * ; 


fome leffon may be learnt, that if in this*life-we make God our refige and 
ftrength, he will be our proteftor, aad blefs us with a happy eternity when 
heaven and earth fhall pafs away. . . 


a 





The Second Book of the MACCABEES. 





CHAP. I... 
HE brethren, the Jews that be at Jernfalem and in the land of 
Judea, with unto the brethren, the Jews that are throughout 
fpypt, health and peace: 
2 God be gracious unto you, and remember his covenant that he 
made with Abraham, Ifaac, and Jacob, his faithful fervants ; 
3 And give you all an heart to ferve him, and # do his will, with 
& good courage and a willing mind ; 
4 And open your hearts in his law and commandments, and fend 
you peace, 


5 And hear your prayers, and be at one with'you, and never for-_ 


fake you in time of trouble. 

6 And now we be here praying for you. 

7 What time as Demetrius reigned, in the hundred threefcore and 
ninth year, we the Jews wrote unto you in the extremity of trouble 
that came upon us in thofe years, from the time that Jafon and his 
company revolted from the holy land and kingdom, 

8 And burned the porch, and fhed innocent blood: then we prayed 
unto the Lord, and were heard; we offered alfo facrifices and fine 
flour, and lighted the iamps, and fet forth the loaves. 

9 Andnowfee that ye keep the feaftof tabernacles inthe month Cafleu, 


10 In the hundred fourfcore and eighth year, "the people that were- 


at Jerufalem and in Judea, and the council, and Judas, fent greeting 
and health unto Ariflobulus, king Ptolemeus’s mafter, who was of the 
ftock of the anointed priefts, and to the Jews that were in Egypt: 

1x Infomuch as God hath delivered us from great perils, we thank 
him highly, as having been in battle againft a ing. 

12 For he caft them out that fought within the holy city. 

13 For when the leader was come into Perfia, and the army with 
him that feemed invincible, they were flain in the temple of Nanea, 
by the deceit of Nanea’s priefts. : 

- 14 For Antiochus, as though he would marry her, came into the 
place, and his friends that were with him, to receive money in name 
of a dowry. 5 

15 Which when the priefts of Nanea had fet forth, and he was en- 
tered with a {mall company into the compafs of the temple, they fhut 
the temple as foon as Antiochus was come in: . 

16 And opening a privy door in the roof, they threw ftones like 
thunderbolts, and {truck down the captain, hewed them in pieces, 
{mote off their heads, and caft them to thofe that were without. 


47 Bleffed be our God in all things, who hath delivered up the — 


ungodly. ‘ ‘ 
: 18 Therefore whereas we are now purpofed to keep the poe. 
tion of the temple upon the five and twentieth day of the month Cafleu, 
we thought it neceflary to certify you thereof, that ye alfo might keep 
it, as the Seah of tabernacles, and of the fire; which was given us when 
Neemias offered facrifice, after that he had builded the temple and 
the altar. 

19 For when our fathers were led into Perfia, the priefts that were 
then devout took the fire of the altar privily, and hid it in an hollow 
place of a pit without water, where they kept i furc, fo that the place 
was unknown to all men, ~ 


NOTES of LIlluftration, and REFLECTIONS. 
Chap. I. The covenant mentioned in the fecond verfe means chat folemn 
promife made by the great Jehovah to Adam and the patriarchs of old, that 
in the feed of the woman ail nations fhould be bleffed; which gracious pree 


No. 89, 


20 Now.after many years, when it pleafed God, Neemias, being 
fent from the king of Perfia, did fend of the pofterity of thofe priefts 
that had hid it to the fire: but when they told us they found no fire, 
but thick water ; 5 

21 Then commanded he them to draw it up, and to bring it; and 
when the facrificeswere laid on, Neemias commanded the priefts to 
{prinkle the wood and the things Jaid thereupon with the water. 

22 When this was done, and }thé time came that the fun. fhone, 
which afore was hid in the cloud, there was a | Bkeat fire kindled, fo 
that every man marvelled. a aE ea . 

23 And the priefts made a prayer whilft the factifice was confuming, 
T fay, both the priefts, and all the reff, Jonathan beginning, and the 
reft anfwering thereunto, as Neemias did. eAthe 2 ae 

24. And the prayer was after this manner; O Lord, Lord God, 
Creator of all things, whe art fearful and {trong, and righteous, and 
merciful, and the only and gracious king, ‘ 

25 The only giver of all things, the only juft, almighty, and ever. 
laiting, thou that delivereft Ifrael from all trouble, and ‘didft choofe 
the fathers, and fané&tify them: : © 

26 Receive the facrifice for thy wholé people Ifrael, and preferve 
thine own portion, and fanétify it. . 

27 Gather thofe together that are fcattered from us, deliver them 
that ferve among the heathen, look upon them that are defpifed and 
abhorred, and let the heathen know that thou art our God. 

28 Punifh them that opprefs us, and with pride dous wrong. — - 

29 Plant thy people again in thy holy place, as Mofes hath fpoken. 

30 And the priefts fung pfalms of thank{piving. 

31 Now when the facrifice was confumed, Neemias commanded 
the water that was left to be poured on the great ftones. , 

32 When this was done, there was kindled a flame: but it was 
confumed by the light that fhined from the altar. 

33 Sowhen this matter was known, it wastoldthe king of Perfia, that 
in the place, where the priefts that were led away had hid the fire, there 
appeared water, and that Neemias had purified the facrifices therewith. 

34 Then the king, inclofing the place, made it holy,after he had 
tried the matter. : . 

35 And the king took many gifts, and beftowed thereof on thofe 
whom he would gratify. 

36 And Neemias called this thing’Napththar, which is as muchas 
to fay, acleanfing: but Teg men call it Nephi. 

P. a 
T is alfo found in the records, that Jeremy the prophet com- 
manded them that were carried away to take of the fire, as it 
hath been fignified : . 

2 And how that the prophet, having given them the law, charged 
them. not to forget the commandments of the Lord, and that they 
fhould not err in their minds, when they fee images of filver and gold, 


- with their ornaments. 


3 And with other fuch fpeeches exhorted he them, that the law 
fhould not depart from their hearts. 

4, It was alfo contained in the fame writing, that the prophet, be- 

a . ing 

di@ion is now fully accomplifhed by the Mefliah. As the Jews, in their darkeft 

ftate, Jooked for the coming of Chrift, how much more fhould Chriftians for 

the full manifeftation of that dear Redeemer to thcir hearts, as the hope of 


glory. 11. We are not to credit what is here related concerning the preferva- 
tion 





Gt was confumed. 





ing warned"df; God, commanded the tabernacle and _ the ark to: go 

with him; as-héwent forth info the mountain, where Mofes climbed 
‘up, and faw the heritage of God. ag? : 

e And when Jeremy came thither, he found an hollow cave, where- 
- imhedaid the tabernacle, and? the ark, and the akar of incenfe, and 

fo.ftopped the door. | : . ( ; ; 

"6 And fome of thofe that followed him came to mark the way, 

but they could not find it. : ’ Se at 222 

* 9 Which when Jeremy perceived, he blamed them, fying, As for 

that place, it fhall be unknown until the time that God gather his 

people again together, and ‘receive them unto mercy. 

8 Then fhallthe Lord fhéw'them thefe things, and the glory of the 
Lord fhall appear, and the cloud. alfo, as it was thewed under Mofes, 
and as when Solomon defired that the place might be honourably 
fanctified. - | te : 

: {t was alfo declared, that he being wile offered the facrifice of 
dedication, and_of the finifhing of the temple. 
« 7% And’ as when"Mofes prayed unto the Lord, the fire came down 
from heaven, and confumed the facrifices: even fo prayed Solomon 
alfo, dnd “thé fire came down’ from heaven, and confurned the burnt 
offerings. ee 
rr And ‘Motes faid, Becaufé tHé fin offering was not- to be eaten, 





12 So Solomon kept thofe cight days. brn 
13 The fame things alfo were reported in the Wyitings and com- 
' mentaries of Neemias ; and how he founding’a library gathered to- 
gether the acts of the Kings, and the prophets, and of Dakid, and the 

epiftles. of the Kings concerning the holy gifts. | 
“141g like ovanner alfo Judas gathered together all thofe things that 
were loft by:reafon of the war we had, and they remain with us. 

15 Wherefore if ye have nced thereof, fend fome to fetch them 
unto you. : ‘ 

16 Whereas we then are about to celebrate the purification, we have 
written unto you, and ye fhall do well, if ye keep the fame days. 


17 We hope alfo, that the God that delivered all ‘his people, and ° 


gave them all an heritage, and the kingdom, and the pricfthood, and 
the fantuary, : : ° . 
. .£8 Ashe promifed in the law, will fhortly kave mercy upon us, 
and gather us together out of every land unto heaven into the holy 
place: for he hath delivered us gut of great trouBles, and hath puri- 
fied the place. ; 2 | . ; 

' 19 Now. as concerning Judag Maccabeus, and his brethren, and 
the’ purification ‘sf ¢ reat temple} and the dedication of the altar, 

20 And the watsagainft Antiochus Epiphanes, and Eupator his fon, 

21 And the manifeft figns that came from heaven unto thofe that 
behaved themfelves manfully to their honour for Judaifm : fo that, 
being but a few, they overcame the whole country, and chafed bar- 
barous multitudes, a : 

22 And recovered again the temple renowned all the world over, 
and freed the city, and upheld the laws which were going down, the 
Lord being gracious unto them with all favour : | 

23 All (Bee things, I fay, being declared by Jafon of Cyrene in five 
books, we will affay to abridge in one volume. 

24 For confidering the intinite number, and the difficulty which 
they find that defire to look into the narrations of the ftory, for the 
yaricty of the- matter, : . 

25 We have been careful, that they that will read may havedelight, 
and that they that are defirous to commit to memory might have eafe, 
and that all into whofe hands it comes might have profit. 

26 Therefore to us, that have taken upon us this painful labour of 
abridging, it was not cafy, buta matter of fweat and watching; 

27 L’ven as it is no éafe unto him that prepareth a banquet, and 
fecketh the benefit of others: yct for the pleafuring of many we will 
undertake gladly this great pains; ie a 

28 Leaving to the author the exact handling of every particular, 
and labouring ‘to follow the rules of an abridgement. 

“a9-For as the mafter builder of a new houfe muft care for the 
whole building ; but he that undertaketh to fet it out, and paint it, 
mult {eek out fit things for the adorning thereof: even fo I think it is 
with us. . ; 

30 To ftand upon every point, and go over things at large, and to 
be curious in particulars, belongeth to the firft author of-the ftory: 

3r But toufe brevity, and avoid much labouring of the work, is to 
be granted to him that will make an abridgement: 

2, Here then will we begin the ftory: only adding. thus much to 
that which kath been faid, that it is’ foolith- thing to make a long 
prologye, and to be fhort in the ftory itfelf. 

bee C HAP. Iii. : 
NSS when the holy city was inhabited with all peace, and the 
laws were kept very well, becaufe of the godlinefs of Onias 
the high prieft, and his hatred of wickednefs, / 
- g It:came.to pafs that even the kings themfelves did. honour the 


piace, and magnify the temple with their beft gifts ; 





tion of the facred things in the temple, which contradicts Jerermiah’s account 
of tlieir deftru@tion by Nebuchadnezzar. Jafon, mentioned ver. 23. wa8a 
Jewith rabbi, who lived about one hundred and fifty years before Chrift : 
the orignal of his work is now loft; it containcd the Jewifh hifory during 
the saptivity, and after their return. The deceit and falfehood of this author 
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MAC CABEES. . Apocrypha. 


pe eats 

3 Infemuch that Selencus king of Afia of his own revenucs bare 
all the cofs belonging to the fervice ¢t the facrifices. 

4 But one Simon of the tebe of Perjamin, who waz made gover. 
nor of the temple, fell out with the high prief about diforder in the 
city. ; 

5 Aud when he could not overcome Onias, he gat him to Ar: oe 
nius the fon of Thrafeas, who then was governor of Celefyria’ and 
Phenice, 

6 And told. him that the treafure in Jernfalem was full of infinite 
fums of money, fo that the multitude of their riches, which did not 
pertain to the account of the faucrifices, was innumerable, and that it 
was poflible to bring all into the king’s hand. 

7 Now when Apollonius came tw the king, and had fhewed him 
of the mohcy: whereof he was told, the king chofe ont Heliodorus his 
treafurer, and fent him with a commandment to bring him thé fore. 
faid money. . 

8 So forthwith Helioderus took his journey, under a colour of 
vifiting the-cities of Celofyria and Phenice, but indeed to fulfil the 
king’s purpofe. 

g And when-he was come to Jerufalem, and had been courtearfly 
received of the high pricft of the city, he told him what intelligence 
was given of the moncy, and declared wherefore he came, and afked 
if thefe things were fo indced. , 

xo Then the high prieft told him that there was fuch money Jaid 
up for the relief of widows and fatheriefs children: 

x1 And that fome of it belonged to Hireanus fer of Tebias, a man 
of great dignity, and not as that wicked Simon had milintormed : 
the fum whereof in all was fonr hundred talents of Hlvcr, and two 
hundred of gold: 

12 And tliat it was altogether impoffible that fuch wrongs fhould 
be done unto them, that had committed it to the-holinefs of the place, 
and to the majelty and inviolable fanctity of the temple, honoured 
over all the world. 

1g But Helicdorus, becanfe of the king’s commandrnent given him, 
faid, That in any wile it mut be brought into the king’s treafury. 

14 So at the day which he appointed be entered in to order this 
matter: wherefore there was no friall agony throughout the whole city. 

15 But the piielts, prowtrating themfc}ves before the altar in their 
pricfls’ veftments, called tite Leaven upon him that madea law con- 
cerning things given 10 be kept, that they thould faitly be prefermd 
for fuchas had commiticd them to be kept. ‘ 

16 Then whefo had lockout ie high pric in the face, it would 
have wounded his heart: for biss;countenanceand the changing of his 
colour declared the inward agony of his mind. 

17 For the man wss {9 compaffed with fear and horror of the body, 
that it was manififl to them that looked upen him, what forrow he 
had now in his heart. 

1§ Others ran flocking out of their houfes to the general fupplica~ 

tion, becaufe the place was Hike to come into contempt. 
. 1g And the women, girt with fackcloth under their breafts, 
‘abounded in the flreets, and the virgins that were kept in ran, fome 
to the gates, and fome to the walls, and otheis looked out of the 
windows. 

20 And all, holding their hands toward heaven, made fupplication, 

ax Then it would have piticd a man to {ce the falling down of the 


multitude of all forts, and the fear cf the high pricit, being in fuch 





r an agony. 


22 They then called upon the Almighty Lord, to keep the things. 
committed of truft fafe and fure for thofe that had committed them, 
2g Neverthelefs, Hcliodorus executed chat which was decreed. 

24 Now as he was there prefent himfelf with lus guard about the 
treafury, the Lord of fpirits, and the prince of all power, caufed a 
great apparition, fo that all that prefumed to come in with him were 
aftonifhed at the power of God, and fainted, and wer: fore afraid. 

25 For there appeared unto them an horfe with aterrible rider upon 
him, and adorncd with avery fair covering, and he ran fiercely, and 
{mote at Helicdorus with Ins forefect, and it fcemed that he that fat 
upon the horfe had complete harnefs of gold. 

26 Moreover twe other young men eppeared before him, netable 
in ftrength, excellent in beanty, and comely in apparel, who ftood by 
him on cither fide, and fcourged him continually, and gave him many 
fore ftripes. : 

27 And Heliodorus fell fuddenly unto the ground, and was com- 
paffed with great darknefs: but they that were with him tcok him up, 
and put him into a litter. 

28 Thus him, that lately came with a great train and with all his 
guard into the faid treafury, they carried out, being unable to help 
himfelf with his weapons: and maniiellly they acknowledged the 
power of God: ; : 

29 For he by the hand of God was caft down, and lay fpeechlefs 
without all hope of life. . 

- 30 But they praifed the Lord, that had miraculoufly honoured his 
own 





fhould lead us to ftudy clofely the divine oracles of truth, which, through faith, 
are able to make us wife unto falvation. 11, The tory in this chapter. alfo 
(from ver. 24—27) is no lefs a forgery than that in the preceding, asthe ma- 
dern Jews acknowledge that the power of working miracles with the fpirit of 
phophecy ceafed when Malachi died, But the account of the atonement, ver. 33. 
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ier aed 





own place: for the temple, which a little afore was full of fear and” & 


trouble, when the Atmrgnty Lord appeared, was filled with joy and 


giadnefs. ; : 

3 Then ftraichtways certain of Helindorus’ friends prayed Onias, 
that he woutd call rpon the Moft High to grant him his lift, who lay 
ready to give nn the ahoft. 

32 So the hich pneft, fufpeRing let the king fhould mifconceive 
that forne treachery had been done to Heliodorus by the Jews, offered 
a fucrifice for the health of the man. 

33 Nowas the high prieft was making an atonement, the fame 
young men in the faine clothing appeared and ftood befide Heliodorus, 
faying, Give Onias the high prief! great thanks, infomuch as for his 
fake the Lord hath granted thee life: 

34. And {ceing that thou haft been fcourged from heaven, declare 
unto all men the mighty power of God. And when they had fpoken 
thefe words, they appeared no more. 

35 So Heliodorti:, after he had offercd facrifice unto the Lord, and 
made great vows unto him thet had faved his life, and faluted Onias, 
returned with his hof tothe king. ww eo 

36 Then teflified he toall men the works of the great God, which’ 
he had feen with his eyes. 

397 And when the king afked Heliodorus, who might be a fit man 
to be fent yet once again to Jerufalem, he faid, 

28 Vf thot haft any enemy or traitor, fend him thither, and thou 
fhalt r-ceive him well {courged, if he efeape. with his life: for in that 
place, no doubt, there is an efpecial power of God. i 

39 For he that dvelleth in hcaven hath his eye on that place, and 
defendeth it; and he beateth and deftroyeth them thatcome to hurt it. 

40 And the things concerning Heliodorus, and the keeping of the 
trealury, fell out on this fort. 

CHAP. IV. 
7 EO THIS Simeon now, of whom we fpake afore, having been a be- 


4 wrayer of the money, and of his country, flandered Onias, as if § 


he bat terrifted Heliodorus, and been the worker of thefe evils. 


2 Thus was he bold to call him atraitor, that had deferved well of ‘f 


the citv, and tendered his own nation, and was fo zealous of the laws. 

3 But when thcir hatred went fo far, that by one of Simon’s tac- 
tion murders were committed, 

4 Onias feeing the danger of this contention, and that Apollonitis, 
as being the governor of Celofyria and Phenice, did rage, and increafe 
Simon’s malice, . 

5 He went to the king, not to be an accufer of -his countrymen, 
but feecking the good of all, both public and private: a 

6 For he faw that it was impofhible that the flate fhould continue 
quict, and Simon leave his folly, unlefs the king did look thereunto. 

Bot after the death of Scleucus, when Antiochus, called Epi- 
phanes, took the kingdom, Jafon the brother of Onias laboured under- 


hand to be high priett, . : 
8 Promifing unto the king by interceffion three hundred and three- 


{core talents of filver, and of another revenue eighty talents : 

9 Belide this, he promifed to affign an hundred and fifty more, if 
he might have licence to fet him up a place for exercife, and for the 
training up of youth in the fafhions of the heathen, and to write them 

of Jerufalem dy the name of Antiochians. 

1o Which when the king had granted, and he had gottex into his 
hand therule, he forthwith brought his own nation to the Greckith 
fafhion. ; 

i1 And the royal privileges granted of fpecial favour to the Jews 
by the means of John the father of Eupolemus, who went ambatffador 
to Rome for amity and aid, he took away; and putting down the 
governments which were according to the law, he brought up new 
cuftoms dgainft the law: eee 

12 For he built gladly a place of exercife under the tower itfelf, 
and brought the thief young men under his fubje@tion, and made 
them wear a hat. , . 

13 Now fuch was the height of Greek fafhions, and increafe of 
heathenifh manners, through the exceeding profancnefs of Jafon, that 
ungodly wretch, and no high pricit; 

14 That the priefts had no courage to ferve any mote at the altar, 
but defpifing the temple, and neglecting the facrifices, haftened to be 
partakers of the unlawful allowance in the place of exercife, after the 
game of Difcus called them forth; ; ; 

.45 Not fetting by the honours of their fathers, but liking the glory | 
of the Grecians deft of all. 

16 By reaion whereof fore calamity came upon them: for they had 
them to be their cnemics and avengers, whole cuftom they followed 
fo carneftly, and unto whom they delired to be like in all things. 

17 For itis nota light thing todo wickedly apainft the laws of God: 
but the time fullowing thall declare thefe things. ° . 

18 Now when the game that was ufed every fifth year was kept at 


Tyrus, the king being prefent, ; 
19 This ungracious Jafon fent fpecial meffengers from Jerufalem, 
who were Antiochians, to carry three hundred drachms of filver to the 


facrifice of Hercules, which even the bearers thereof thought fit not to 


pe nn or eS Ps 


is more agreeable to truth, for no doubt the form of religion was obferved | 
among the Jews, as circumitances would permit, though the {pirit of it was 
ina great mculure evaporated. IV. It is very evident, that from the time that - 


- and was brought in with torch fight,’ and. with great thoutings + 
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‘ referved ‘foi other charges. 


20° This money then, in + 


“the fender, was appoingt to. 
arers, thereof, it wasempfoyed 





zepird 
Hercules’ sacrifice; but bécapie'of th 
to the making of gallies, i. E a head 
21 Naw, when Apollonin the /72.0f Meneltheus was" fent -irito 
Egypt ‘for the coronation of king Prolemeus.Philometor, “Aptioctius, 
underftanding Him. ‘not. to, be ayel affected tq’ hig affairs, provided for 
own. own fafety : whereupc he came to Jog#e, and froin thence to 
Jerufalem : yu tee ear es ees ee 
22 Where he was honou/ abl ; 










‘received, of Jafon, and of the'city, 
th g ‘wand 





fo afterward went with his,hgft unto Phepice.. = a. 
_23 Three ‘years afterward Jafon fent: Menelaus “the -gforefaid , 
Simon’s brother, to bear the money untg:the king, and to’ put ‘hirn’ 
in mind of certain neceflary matters. (9° eens 
24 But he being brotght to the 





priefthood to himfelf, offering. more by three hundred © 
talents of filver. - , Goer. Pe Ane 

25 So he came with the king’s malate, bringing nothing worthy 
the high priefthood, but having the {try of a cruel tyrant, and the 
rage of a favage beaft. fh) . 


than Jafon by 


dermined by 
Ammonites. a : sy 

27 So Menelaus got the principality: but as for the money that 
he had promifed unto'the king, H® tock no g8od order for it, albcit 
Softratus the ruler of the caftle required it: 

28 For unto him appertained the gathering of the cuftoms. 
Wherefore they were both catled before de king. .- 

29 Now Menelaus left his brother Lyfiniachus in his flead in the 
prielthood ; and Softratus #%/* Crates, who was governor. of the 
-Cyprians. - ne 
Me While thofe things were in doing, they of Tarfus and Mallos 


another, was Compelled to flee into the country of the 


. made infurrection, becaufe they were given to the king’s concubine, 
. ’ 


called Antiochis. : : ; oe! 
31 Then came the king in all hafte to appeafe matters, 
Andronicus, a man in authority, for his deputy. ‘ 
32 Now Menelaus, fi athat he had gotten a convenient 
time, ftole-certain veffels ut of the temple, and gave fome 
of them to Andronicus, and he {old into Tyrus and the cities 
round about. Bes hd EDs 
3 Which when Onias knew pf a furé’y,. he reproxed him’, and 
withdrew himfelf into a fanétuary “at Daphneyy iat Heth by “Atiu~ 
ochia. Y ' ys 


34 Wherefore Menelaus, taking Andronicus apart, prayed him to 


get Onias into his hands; who being perfuaded thereunto, and. com- 
ing to Onias in deceit, gave him@uSyight hand ,with oaths; and 
though he were fulpeéted by him, Yew*S 


leaving 








erfuaded ke him .to come 
fon of the fanétuary: whom forthwith he fhut’ up,without regard 
of juftice. ie Set . ; 
: i. For the which caufe not only the Jews, ‘but many alfo of ‘other 
nations, took great indignation, and were much grieved for the dnjuft 
murder of the man. ee eee 
6 And when the king was come again from the places about 
Cilicia, the Jews that were in the city, and certain of the Grecks 
that .abhorred the fact alfo, complained that Onias was flain without 
caufe. . ie 
37 Therefore Antiochus was heartily forry, and moved to pity, 
and wept, becaufe of the fober and modeft behaviour of him that 
was dead. Beh se 

38 And being kindled with anger, forthwith he took away Andro- 
nicus his purple, and rent off his clothes, and leading him through 
the whole city unto that very place, where he had committed impigty 
againft Onias, there flew he the curfed murderer. Thus the Lord 
rewarded him his punifhment, as he had deferyed. : . 

39 Now when many facrileges had been committed in the city h 
Lyfimachus with the confent of Menclaus, and the bruit thereof'was 
{pread abroad, the multitude gathered themfelves together againft 
Lyfimachus, many veffels of gold being already carried away. 

40 Whéreupon the ee rifing, and being filled with 
rage, Lyfimachus.armed about three ‘thoufand men, and began firft 
to offer violence; one Auranus being. the leader, a man far gone in 
‘years, and no lefs in folly. 

41 They then feeing the attempt of Lyfimachus, fome of them 
caught ftones, fome clubs, others taking handfuls of duft, that was 
next in hand, caft them altogether upon Lyfimachus, and thofe that 


| ‘fet upon them. 


42 Thus many of them were wounded, and fome they ftruck to 
the ground, and all of them they forced to flee: but as for the church- 
robber himfelf, him they killed befide the treafury.. . : 

43 OF thefe matters therefore there was an accufation laid againft 
Menelaus. . 2 
i 44 Now 
the Jew¥returned from the captivity, to the final‘diffolution of their ftate, they 
were frequently in fuch a wretched condition, that little Tegard was paid to 
the law, and thofe who were endued with moft cunning, thought it no crime 
i . e to 


. 2 ABS yee be 
nient,. but-to, bé 


But eing nghe . s¢ prefence of the king, wh ‘a'he ‘ 
had magnified him for the glorious appearance ‘of his, Power Zar the fe 


26 Then Jafon, who had undermined his own brother, being un- , 





: i ‘Apocrypha. 


“44 Now when the king came to Tyrus, three men that were fent 
from the fenate pleaded the caufe before him: Z 

45. But Menelaus, being now convicted, promifed Ptolemee the 

fon of Dorymenes to give him much money, if he would pacify the 

“king toward, him. Bi 3 : ; : 
146 Whereupon Ptolemee taking the king afide into a certain gal- 
lery, as it were to take the air, brought him to be of another mind : 

47 Infomuch that he difcharged, Menelaus from the accufations, 
who notwithftanding Was caufe of all the mifchief: and thofe poor 
men, who, if they Bad told their caufe, yea,. before the Scythians, 
fhould have been judged innocent, them he condemned to death. 

48 Thus they that followed the matter for the city, and for the 
people, and for the holy veffels, did foon fuffer ‘unjuft punifhment. 

. 49 Wherefore even they of Tyrus, moved with hatred of that 
wicked deed, caufed them ‘to be honourably buried. 

‘so And fo. through the covetoufnefs of them that were of power 
{Meneldus remained ftill in authority, increafing in malice, and being 
@ great traitor to the citizens. 
as i CHAP. V. 

A BOUT the fame time Antiochus prepared his fecond voyage 

into Egypt: : 

2 And then it happened, that through all ‘the city, for the fpace 
almoft of forty days, there were {een horfemen running in the air, in 
cloth of gold, and armed with lances, like a band of foldiers, 

3 And troops of horfemen in‘array, encountering and running one 
againft another, with fhaking of fhields, and multitude of pikes, and 

” drawing of {words, and cafting of darts, and glittering of golden orna- 
ments, and harnefs of all forts. . 

4 Wherefore every man prayed that that apparition might turn to 
good. an : 
e° 5 Now when there was@one forth 2 falfe rumour, as though An- 
tiochus had been dead, Jafon took at the leaftathoufand men, and 
fuddenly made an affault upon the city? and they that were, upon the 
walls being put back, and the city at length taken, Menelaus fled 
into the caftle: Kn ; * Fe 

6 But Jafon flew his own citizens without mercy, not confidering 
that to get the day of them of his.own nation would be a moft un- 
happy day for him; but thinking they had been 47s enemies, and not 
dis countrymen, whom he conquered. 

Howbeit for all this he obtaigeda@a 
Jaft received fhame for the rewardgit 3 
the country of the Ammonites, 7g j 

8 In the end therefore hé had @f unhappy return, being accufed 
before Aretds the king of the Arabians, fleeing from city to city, 

urfued of all men; hated asa forfaker of the laws, and being had 

in abomination as an open enemy. pf his country and countrymen, 
he was caft out into Egypt. : : . 

2 Thus he that had “one ies out of their country perifhed in 

a 








he principality, but at the 
B-treafon, and fled again into 


range land, retiring to ¢] cedemonians, and thinking ¢here to 
find fuccour by reafon of hid’ kindred : 

ro And he that had caft out many unburied had none to mourn for 
him, nor any folemn funerals at all, nor fepuichre with his fathers. 

11 Now when this that was done came to the king’s ear, he thought 
that Judea had revolted : whereupon removing out of Egypt ina fu- 
rious mind, he took the city by force of arms,. 

x42 And commanded his men of war not to fpare fuch as they met, 
and to flay fuch as went up upon the houfes. : : 

13 Thus there was killing of young and old, making away of men, 
women, and children, flaying of virgins and infants. 

14 And there were deitroyed within the fpace of three whole days 
fourfcore thoufand, whereof. forty thoufand were flain in the conflict; 
and no fewer fold than flain. 


1s Yet was he not Content with this, but prefumed to go into the 


moft holy temple of ail the world; Menelaus, that traitor to the laws, 
and to his own country; being his guide: ; 
16.And taking the holy vetlels with polluted hands, and with pro- 
fane ‘hands pulling down the things that were dedicated by other 
' kings to the augmentation and glory and honour of the place, he 
ve them away. % 

17 And fo haughty was Antiochus in mind, that he confidered not 
that the Lord was angry for a while for the fins of them thét dwelt 
in the city, and therefore his eye was not upon the place. ; 

‘138 For had they not been formerly wrapped in many fins, this man, 
as foon as he had come, had forthwith been feourged, and put back 

.from his prefumption, as Heliodorus was, whom Seleucus the king 
‘fent- to view the treafury. ; 

19 Neyverthelefs God did not choofe the people for the place’s fake, 
but the place for the people’s fake. 

’ 20 And therefore the place itfelf, that was partaker with them of 
the.adverfity that happened to the nation, did afterward communicate 
in the benefits fent from the Lord: and as it was forfaken in the wrath 
of the.Almighty, fo again, the great Lord being reconciled, it was 

-fet up with all glory. , 





to rob the treafary ; and fome did not hefitate to murder their brethren; thus 
trampling on every moral obligation, and becoming flaves to the vileft of 
ns. V. Philo-Judzus and Jofephusconfirm the relation recorded in the 


ginning of this chapter, namely, that dreadful vifions of warlike encoun- 


gers between men and horfes were feen in the air for forty days fucceffively ; - 


~ with which the people were fo terrified, that they unanimoufly joined in their 
i - 


I. MACCABEES. 








Apocrypha. 


21 So when Antiochus had carried out of the temple a thoufand 
and eight hundred talents, he departed in all hafte unto Antiochia, 
weening in his pride to make the land navigable, and the fea paffable 
by foot: fuch was the haughtinefs of his mind. | 

22 And he left poner to vex the nation: at Jerufalem, Philip, 
for his country 2 Phrygian, and for manners more barbarous than he 
that fet him there; . 

23 And at Garizim, Andronicus; and befides, Menelaus, who 
worfc than all the reft bare an heavy hand over the citizens, having 
a malicious mind apa his countrymen the Jews. 

24. He fent alfo that deteftable ringleader Apollonius with an army 
of two and twenty thoufand, commanding him to flay all thofe that 
were in their beft age, and to fell the women and the younger fort : 

25 Who coming to Jerufalem, and pretending peace, did forbear 
till the holy day of the fabbath, when taking the Jews keeping holy 
day, he commanded his men to arm themfelves. 

26 And fo he flew all them that were gone to the celebrating of the. 
poet and running through the city with weapons flew great mul- 
titudes. 

27 But Judas Maccabeus with nine others, or thereabout, with- 
drew himfelf into the wildernefs, and lived in the mountains after the 
manner of beafts, with his company, who fed on herbs continually, 
left they fhould be partakers of the pollution. 

CHAP. VI. 
N@ long after this the king fent an old man of Athens to com- 
pel the Jews to depart from the laws of their fathers, and not 
to live after the Jaws of God: : 

2 And to pollute alfo the temple in Jerufalem, and to call it the 
temple of Jupiter Olympius ; and that in Garizim, of Jupiter the 
Defender of ftrangers, as they did defire that dwelt in the place. 

3 ate coming in of this mifchief was fore and grievous to the 
people : 

2 For the temple was filled with riot and revelling by the Gentiles, 


- who dallied with harlots, and had to do with women within the cir- 


cuit of the holy places, and béfides that brought in things that were 
not lawful. ‘ "i 


5 The altar alfo was filled with profane things, which the law 
forbiddeth. : 


6 Neither was it lawful for a man to keep fabbath days or ancient 


' fealts, or to profefs himfelf at all to be a Jew. 


7 And in the day of the king’s birth every month they were brought 
by bitter conftraint to eat of the facrifices; and when the fealt of 
Bacchus was kept, the Jews were compelled to go in proceffion to 
Bacchus, carrying ivy. 

8 Moreover there went out a decree to the neighbour cities of the 
heathen, by the fuggeftion of Ptolemee, againft the Jews, that they 
fhould obferve the fame fafhions, and be partakers of their facrifices: 

And whofo would not conform themfelves to the manners of the 
Gentiles fhould be put to death. Then might a man have feen the 
prefent mifery. 

10 For there were two women brought, who had circumcifed 
their children ; whom when they had openly led round about the city, 
the babes hanging at: their breafts, they caft them down headlong 
from the wall. 

rr And others, that had run together into caves near by, to keep 
the fabbath day fecretly, being difcovered to Philip, were all burnt 
together, becaufe they made a confcience to help themfelves for the 
honour of the moft facred day. 

12 Now I befeech thofe that read this book, that they be not dif- 
couraged for thefe calamities, but that they judge thofe punifhments 
not to be for deitruction, but for a chaftening of our nation. 

13 For it isatoken of his great goodnefs, when wicked doers are 
not tuffered any long time, but forthwith punithed. ; 

14 For not as with other nations, whom the Lord patiently for- 
beareth to punifh, till they be come to the fulnefs of their fins, fo 
dealeth he with us. 

15 Left that, being come to the height of fin, afterwards he fhould 
take vengeance of us. 

16 And therefore he never withdraweth his mercy from us: and 
though he punifh with adverfity, yet doth he never forfake his people. 

17 But let this that we have fpoken be for a warning unto us. And. 
now will we come to the-declaring of the matter in few words. 

18 Eleazar, one of the principal fcribes, an aged man, and of a 
wellfavoured countenance, was conftrained to open his mouth, and 
to eat fwine’s flefh. 

1g But he, choofing rather to die glorioufly, than to live ftained 
with fuch an abomination, fpit it forth, and came of his own accord 
to the torment, 7 ’ 

2a As it behoved them to come, that are refolute to ftand out 
againft fuch things, as are not lawful for love of life to be tafted. 

21 But they that had the charge of that wicked feaft, for the old 
acquaintance they had with the man, taking him afide, befought him 


to 


ee 


prayers to God that he would avert thofe evils which feemed to be threatened, 
or give them favourable omens of future profperity to their nation. If this 
be true, their conduct on this occafion was truly laudable. VI. Antiochus, 
ftill raging againft the Jews, iffues orders to force them to forfake their laws, 
to abofifh the worfhip of the fanctuary, to give the temple at Jerifalem 
the title of Jupiter Olympius; that in Garizim, of Jupiter the Defender of 

ftranger:, 


“A hocrypha. 


to bring flefh of his own provifion, fuch as was lawful for him to ule, 
and make as if he did cat of the flchh taken from the facrifice com- 
manded by the king; * 

22 That in fo doing he might be delivered from death, and for the 
old friendfhip with them find favour. 

23 But he began to confider difcreetly, and as became his age, and 
the exceliency of his ancient years, and the honour of his gray head, 
whereunto he was come, and his moft honett education from a child, 
or rather the huly law made and given by God: therefore he an- 
{wered accordingly, and willed them ftraightways to fend him to the 

rave. i 
. 24 For it becometh not our age, faid he, in any wife to diffemble, 
whereby many young perfons might think that Eleazar, being four- 
{core years old and ten, were now gone to a ftrange religion ; 

25 And fo they through mine hypocrify, and defire to live a little 
time and a moment longer, fhould be deceived by me, and I get a 
ftain to mine old age, and make it abominable. 

26 For though tor the prefent time I fhould be delivered from the 
punifhment of men: yet fhould I not efcape the hand of the Almighty, 
neither alive, nor dead. 

27 Wherefore now, manfully changing this life, I will fhew myfelf 
fuch an one as mine age requireth, 

28 And leave a notable example ta fuch as be young to die willingly 
and courageoufly for the honourable and holy laws. And when he 
had faid thefe words, immediately he went to the torment : 

29 They that led him changing the good will they bare him a lit- 
tle before into hatred, becaufe the aforefaid {peeches proceeded, as 
they thought, from a defperate mind. 

go_ut when he was ready to die with ftripes, he groaned, and 
faid, It is manifeft unto the Lord, that hath the holy knowledge, that 
whereas I might have been delivered from death, I new endure fore 
pains in body by being beaten: but in foul am well content to fuffer 
thele things, becaufe | fear him, 

gt And thus this man died, leaving his death for an example of a 
noble courage, anda memorial of virtue, nat only unto young men, 


but unto all his nation. 
CHAP. VII. 
TL came to pals alfo, that feven brethren with their mather were 


taken, and compelled by the king againft the law to. tafte {wine’s . 


fiefh, and were tormented with fcourges and whips. 

2 But one of them that fpake firft faid thus, What wouldeft thou 
afk or learn of us? we are ready to die, rather than to tranfgrefs the 
Jaws of our fathers. 

3 Then the king being in a rage, commanded pans and caldrons 
to be made hot: 
~ 4 Which forthwith being heated, he commanded to cut out the 
tonguc of him that fpake firit, and to cut off the utmoft parts of his 
body, the reft of his brethren and his mother looking on. 

5 Now when he was thus maimed in all his members, he com- 
mnanded him being yet alive ta be brought to the fire, and to be fried 
in the pan; and as the vapour of the pan was for a good {pace dif- 
perled, ey exhorted one another with the mother to die manfully, 
faying thus, 

% The Lord God looketh upon us, and in truth hath comfort in 
us, as Mofes in his fong, which witneffed to their faces, declared, fay- 
ing, And he fhall be comforted in his fervants. 

So when the firft was dead after this manner, they brought the fe- 
cond to make him a mocking ftock : and when they had pulled off the 
fkin of his head with the hair, they afked him, Wilt thou eat, before 
thou be punithed throughout every member of thy body ? 

8% But he anfwered in his own language, and faid, No. Where- 
fore he alfo received the next torment in order, as the former did. 

g And when he was at the laft gafp, he faid, Thou like a fur 
takeft us out of this prefent life, but the king of the world fhall raife 
us up, who have died for his laws, unto everlafting life. 7 

10 After him was the third made a mocking ftock : and when he 
was required, he pe out his tongue, and that right foon, holding forth 
his hands manfully, 

11 And faid courageoufly, Thefe I had from heaven: and for his 
laws I defpife them ; and trom him] hope to receive them again. 

12 Infomuch that the king, and they that were with him, marvel- 
led at the young man’s courage, for that he nothing regarded the 

ains. , 

p 13 Now when this man was dead alfo, they tormented and man- 
gled the fourth in Jike manner. 

14. So when he was ready to die he faid thus, It is good, being put 
to death by men, to look for hope'from God to be raifed up again by 
him: as for thee, thou fhalt have no refurre&tion to life. 

15 Afterward they brought the fitth alfo, and mangled him. 

16 Then looked he unto the king, and faid, Thou haft power over 
men, thou art corruptible, thou doeft what thou wilt ; yet think not 
that our nation is forfaken of God ; 


a eS SIA SS NTS 
ftrangers, or Jupiter Helconius, which, according to Jofephus, was done at 
the requeft of the inhabitants of the place. Thus we fee perfecutions from 
wicked men are wifely permitted, to ftir up the carelefs to a courfe of greater 
firiétnefs and piety. WII. The account of the horrid affair recorded in this 
chapter oS authenticated, being related by Jofephus and Philo-Judzus. 
7 O. OO, 


CHAP. VII. VIII. 


Apocrypha. 
17 But abide awhile, and behold his great power, how he will tore 
ment'thee and thy feed. RE 
_18 After him alfo they brought the fixth, who being ready to die © 
faid, Be not deceived without caufe: for we fuffer thefe things | for 
ourfelves, having finned againit our God: therefore marvellous things 


are done unio us. ss 
19 But think not thou, that takeft in hand to ftrive againft God, 


that thou fhalt efcape unpunifhed. 


20 But the mother was marvellous above all, and worthy of ho- 
nourable memory: for when fhe faw her feven fons flain within the 
{pace of one day, the bare it with a goad oourage, becaufo af the hope 
fhe had in the Lord. : : : 

21 Yea, fhe exhorted every one of them in her own et alo filled 
with courageous fpirits; and flirring up her womanifh thoughts with 
a manly ftomach, fhe faid unto them, 

22 I cannot tell how ye came into my womb; for I neither gave 
you breath nor life, neither was it I that farmed the members ofevery 
one of you; 

23 But doubtlefs the Creator af the world, who formed the gene-~ 
ration of man, and found out the beginning of all things, will a fo of 
his own mercy give you breath and life again, as ye now regard not 
your own felves for his laws’ fake. ; 

24, Now Antiochus, thinking himfelf defpifed, and fufpefting it to 
bea reproachful {peech, whilft pe youngetft was yetalive, did not only 
exhort him by words, but alfo affured him with oaths, that he would 
make him both a rich and a happy man, if he would turn from the 
laws of his fathers; and that allo he would take him for his friend, 
and trutt him with affairs. : 

.25 But when the young man would in no cafe hearken unto him, | 
the king called his mother, and exharted her that fhe would counfel 
the young man to fave his life. 

26 And when he had exhorted her with many words, fhe promifed 
him that fhe would counfel her fon. 

27 But the bowing herfelf toward him, laughing the cruel tyrant to 
{corn, fpake in her country language on this manner; O my fon, have 
pity upon me that bare thee nine manths in my womb, and gave thee 
fuck three years, and noutifhed thee, and brought thee up unto this 
age, and endured the traubles of education, 

28 I befeech thee, my fon, look upon the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is therein, and confider that God made them of things 
that were not; and fo was mankind made likewife. 7 

29 Fear not this tarmentar, but, being worthy of thy brethren, 
ae thy death, that I may receive thee again in mercy with thy bre- 
thren, 

go While fhe was yet {peaking thefe words, the young man faid, 
Whom wait ye for? ft wil not abey the king’s commandment: but 
I will obey the commandment .of the law that was given unto our 
fathers by Mofes. ceed : 

gi And thou, that haft been the author of all mifchief-againft the 
Hebrews, {halt not efcape the hands of God. 

32 For we fuffer becaufe of our fins. ; , 

33 And though the living Lord be angry with us a little while for 
our chaftening and corre€tion, yet fhall he be at one again with his 
fervants. . 

34 But thou, Ogodlefs man, and of all other moft wicked, be not 
lifted up without a caufe, nor puffed up with uncertain hopes, lifting 
up thy hand againft the fervants of God : : i 

35 For thou haft not yet efcaped the judgment of Almighty God, 
who feeth all things. 

36 For our brethren, who now have fuffered a fhort pain, are dead: 
under God's covenant of everlafting life: but thou, through the judg- 
ment of God, fhalt receive juft punifhment for thy pride. : 

37 Butl, as my brethren, offer up my body and life for the laws of 
our fathers, befeeching God that ie would fpeedily be merciful unto 
our nation; and that thou by torments and plagues mayeft confefs, 
that he alone is God; : . 

38 And that in me and my brethren the wrath of the Almighty, 
which is juftly brought upon all our nation, may ceafe, 

29 Then the king, being inarage, handled him worle than all the 
re 


» and took it grievoufly that he was mocked. . 
40 So this man died undefiled, and put his whale traft in the Lord. 
41 Laft of all after the fons the mother died. : at 
42 Let this be enough now to have fpaken concerning. the idala- 
trous feafls, and the extreme tortures. : 
CHAP. VII. sch ghatiets : 
, ] ‘HEN Judas Maccabeus, and they that were with him, went pri- 
vily into the towns, and called their kinsfolks together, and toak 
unto them all fuch as continued in the Jews’ religion, and affembled - 
about fix thoufand men, : Bases 
_ 2 And they called upon the Lord, that he would look upon the 
people that was trodden down of all; and-alfo pity the temple proe 


faned of ungodly men; q And 





‘They endured the extremity of their torments, being firmly iat of a 
happy immortality. In whatever view we contemplate their behaviour and - 
fufferings, we find fufficient matter to raife veneration for their piety and for- 
titude, and enough to excite us ta an imitation of thcir virtues. Vuq. The 
author having concluded his account of the idolatrous feaft, at which the A 
& 4 
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3 And that he would have compaffion upon the city, fore defaced, 
and ready to be made even with the ground ; and hear the blood that 
cried unto him, : 

4 And remember the wicked flaughter of harmlefs infants, and the 
blafphemies committed again{t his name; and that he would fhew his 
hatred againft the wicked. 

5 Now when Maccabeus had his company about him, he could not 
be withftood by the heathen: for the wrath of the Lord was turned 
into mercy. 

6 Therefore he came at unawares, and burnt up towns and cities, 
and got into his hands the moft commodious places, and overcame 
and put to flight no fmall number of his enemies. 

7 But efpecially took he advantage of the night for fuch privy at- 
ene infomuch that the bruit of his manlinefs was {pread every 
where. 

8 So when Philip faw that this man increafed by little and little, 
and that things profpered with him {till more and more, he wrote 
unto Ptolemeus, the governor of Celofyria and Phenice, tv yicld more 
aid to the king’s affairs. 

9 Then forthwith choofing Nicanor the /ox of Patroclus, one of his 
_{pecial friends, he fent him with no fewer then twenty thoufand of all 
nations under him, to root out the whole generation of the Jews ; 
and with him he joined alfo Gorgias a captain, whoin matters of war 
had great experience. 

10 Sv Nicanor undertook to make fo much money of the captive 
Jews, as fhould defray the tribute of two thoufand talents which the 
king was to pay to the Romans. 

11 Wherefore immediately he fent to the cities upon the fea coalt, 
proclaiming a fale of the captive Jews, and promifing that they fhould 
have fourfcore and ten bodies for one talent, not expecting the ven- 
geance that was to follow upon him from the Almighty God. 

12 Now when word was brought unto Judas of Nicanor’s coming, 
and he had imparted unto thofe that were with him that the army was 
at hand, 

13 They that were fearful, and diftrufted the juftice of God, fled, 
and conveyed themfelves away. 

14 Others fold all that they had left, and withal befought the Lord 
to deliver them, being fold by the wicked Nicanor before they met 
together: 

15 And if not for their own fakes, yet for the covenants he had 
made with their fathers, and for his holy and glorious name’s fake, by 
which they were called. 

16 So Maccabeus called his men together unto the number of fix 
thoufand, aud exhorted them not to be ftricken with terror of the 
enemy, nor to fear the great multitude of the heathen, who came 
wrongfully againft them ; but to fight manfully, 

17 And to fet before their eyes the injury that they had unjuftly 
done to the holy place, and the cruel handling of the city, whereof 
they made a mockery, and alfo the taking away of the government of 
their forefathers : 

18 For they, faid he, truft in their weapons and boldnefs; but our 
confidence is in the Almighty God, who at a beck can caft down both 
them that come again(t us, and alfo all the world. 

19 Moreover he recounted unto them what helps their forefathers 
had round, and how they were delivered, when under Sennacherib an 
hundred fourfcore and five thoufand perithed. 

20 And he told them of the battle that they had in Babylon with 
the Galatians, how they came but eight thoufand in all to the bufinefs, 
with four theufand Macedonians, and that the Macedonians being 
perplexed, the eight thoufand deftroyed an hundred and twenty thou- 
fand becaufe of the help that they had from heaven, and fo received 
a great booty. 

21 Thus when he had made them bold with thefe words, and ready 
to die for the laws and the country, he divided his army into four 

arts 3 
: 22 And joined with himfelf his own brethren, leaders of each band, 
to wit, Simon, and Jofeph, and Jonathan, giving each one fifteen 
hundred men. 

23 Alfo Le appointed Eleazar to read the holy book: and when he 
had ‘given them this watch word, The help of God ; himfelf leading 
the firfl band, he joined battle with Nicanor. 

aq And by the help of the Almighty they flew above nine thoufand 
of their enemies, and wounded and maimed the molt part of Nicanor’s 
hoft, and fo put all to flight ; 

25 And took their money that came to buy them, and purfued 
them far: but lacking time they returned : 

26 For it was the day before the fabbath, and therefore they would 
no longer purfue them. 

’ 29 So when they had gathered their armour together, and fpoiled 
therr enemies, they occupied themfelyes about the fabbath, yielding 
exceeding praife and thanks to the Lord, who had preferved them 
unto that day, which avas the beginning of mercy diftilling upon them. 

28 And after the fabbath, when they had given part of the fpoils to 
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ews were compelled to be prefent, and affitt ; and lkewife of the inhuman 
cruelties exercifed on thofe whofe faith and refolution were ftrong enough to 
outbrave all the tyrant’s barbarities ; in this chapter begins his narrative of 
* the noble exploits performed by Judas Maccabeus, in defence of their laws, re- 
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the maimed, and the widows, and orphans, the refidue they divided 
among themfelves and their fervants. : 

29 When this was done, and they had made a common fupplica- 
tion, they befought the merciful Lord to be reconciled with his fer- 
vants for ever. 

30 Moreover of thofe that were with Timotheus and Bacchides, 
who fought again{t them, they flew above twenty thoufand, and very 
eafily got high and ftrong holds, and divided among themfelyes many 
fpoils more, and made the maimed, orphans, widows, yea, and the 
aged alfo, equal in fpoils with themfelves. 

31 And when they had gathered their armour together, they laid 
them up all carefully in convenient places, and the remnant of the 
fpoils they brought to Jerufalem. : 

32 They flew alfo Philarches, that wicked perfon, who was with 

Timotheus, and had annoyed the Jews many ways. 
_ 33 Furthermore at fuch times as they kept the feaft for the viGory 
in their country they burnt Callifthenes. that had fet fire upon the 
holy gates, who had fled into a little houfe; and fo he received 2 re- 
ward meet fur his wickednefs. 

34 As for that moft ungracious Nicanor, who had brought a thou- 
fand merchants to buy the Jews, 

35 He was through the help of the Lord brought down by them, 
of whom he made leaft account ; and putting off his glorious apparcl, 
and difcharging his company, he came like a fugitive fervant through 
the midland unto Antioch, having very great dithonour, for that his 
hoft was deilroyed. 

36 Vhus he, that took upon him to make good to the Romans 
their tribute by means of the captives in Jerufaiem, told abroad, that 
the Jews had God to fight for them, and therefore they could not be 
hurt, becaufe they followed the laws that he gave them. 

CHAP. IX. 
BOUT that time came Antiochus with difhonour out of the. 
country of Perfia. 

2 For he had entered the city called Perfepolis, and went about to 
rob the temple, and to hold the city ; whereupon the multitude run- 
ning to defend themfelves with their weapons put them to flight ; and 
fo it happened, that Antiochus being put to flight of the inhabitants 
returned with fhame. 

3, Now when he came to Ecbatane, news was brought him what 
had happened unto Nicanor and Timotheus. 

4 Then twelling with anger, he thought to avenge upon the Jews 
the difgrace done unto him by thofe that made him flee. Therefore 
commanded he his chariotmen to drive without ceafing, and tu dif- 
patch the journey, the judgment of God now following him. For 
he had fpoken proudly in ths fort, That he would come to Jerufalem, 
and make it a common buryingplace of the Jews. 

5 But the Lord Almighty, the God of Itrael, fmote him with an 
incurable and invifible plague: for as fuon as he had fpoken thefe 
words, a pain of the bowels that was remedilefs came upon him, and 
fore torments of the inner parts 3 

6 And that moft juttly: for he had tormented other men’s bowels 
with many and ftrange torments. 

7 Howbcit he nothing at all ceafed from his bragging, but ftill was 
filled with pride, breathing out fire in his rage again{t the Jews, and 
commanding to hafte the journey: but it came to pafs that he fell 
down from his chariot, carried violently ; fo that having a fore fall, 
all the members of his body were much pained. 

8 And thus he that a little afore thought he might command the 
waves of the fea, (fo proud was he beyond the condition of man) and 
weigh the high mountains in a balance, was now caft on the ground, 
aes in a horfelitter, fhewing forth unto all the manifett power 
of Ged. 

9 So that the worms rofe up out of the body of this wicked man, 
and whiles he lived in forrow and pain, his flefh fell away, and the 
filthinefs of his fmell was noifome to all his army. 

to And the man, that thought a little afore he could reach to the 
ftars of heaven, no man could endure to carry for his intolerable ftink. 

1t He therefore, being plagued, he began to leave off his great 
pride, and to come to the knowledge of him/elf by the {courge of God, 
his pain increafling every moment. 

12 And when he himfelf could not abide his own fmell, he faid 
thefe words, It is meet to be fubjeét unto Gud, and that a man that is 
mortal fhould not proudly think of himfelf, as if he were God. 

13 This wicked perfon vowed alfo unto the Lord, who now no 
more would have mercy upon him, faying thus, 

14 That the holy city (to the which he was going in hafte, tolay 
it even with the ground, and to make it acommon buryingplace,) he 
would fet at liberty : 

15 Andas touching the Jews, whom he had judged not worthy fo 
much as to be buried, but to be caft out with their children to be de~ 
youred of the fowls and wild beails, he would make them all equals 


_ tothe citizens of Athens : 


16 And the holy temple, which before he had fpoiled, he would 
garnith, 
annem 
ligion, andcountry. Thus perfecution often proves the main fupport of the 
canfe itis intended todeftroy. IX. The ill fuccefs of the arms of Antiochus, 
employedin Judea, were not the only misfortunes that belel that cruel perfe- 


cutor; for about the fame time he himfelf, with the forces under his command 
in 
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garnifh with goodly gifts, and reftore all the holy veffels with many 
more, and out of his own revenue defray the charges belonging to 
the facrifices: 

17 Yea,and that alfo he would become a Jew himfelf, and go through 
all the world that was inhabited, and declare the power of God. 

18 But for all this his pains would not ceafe: for the juft judg- 
ment of God was come upon him: therefore defpairing of his health, 
he wrote unto the Jews the letters underwritten, containing the form 
of a fupplication, after this manner: 

19 Antiochus, king and governor, to the good Jews his citizens 
wifheth much joy, health, and profperity : 

20 If ye and your children fare well, and your affairs be to your 
contentment, I give very great thanks to God, having my hope in 
heaven. : 

21 As for me, I was weak, or elfe I would have remembered kindly 


CHAP. X. XI. 


your honour and good will. Returning out of Perfia, and being taken | 


with a grievous difeafe, I thought it neceflary to care for the common 
fafety of all: 

22 Not diftrufting mine health, but having preat hope to efcape 
this ficknefs. 

23 But confidering that even my father, at what time he led an 
army into the high-countries, appointed a fucceffor, 

24. To the end that, if any thing fell ont contrary to expe€tation, 
or if any tidings were brought that were grievous, they of the land, 
knowing to whom the ftate was left, might not be troubled : 

25 Again, confidering how that the princes that are borderers and 
neighbours unto my kingdom wait for opportunities, and expedt 
what {fhall be the event, I have appointed my fon Antiochus king, 
whom I often committed and commended unto many of you, when 
IT went up into the high provinces ; to whom I have written as fol- 
Joweth: 

26 Therefore I pray and requeft you to remember the benefits that 
I have done unto you generally, and in {pecial, and that every man 
will be ftill faithful to meand my fon. ; 

27 For Iam perfuaded that he underftanding my mind, will fa- 
vourably and gracioufly yield to your defires. 

28 Thus the murderer and blafphemer having fuffered moft griev- 
onfly, as he entreated other men, fo died he a miferable death ina 
flrange country in the mountains. . : 

29 And Philip, that was brought up with him, carried away his 
body, who alfo fearing the fon of Antiochus went into lgypt to Pto- 


lemeus Philometer. 
CHAP. X. 


OW Maccabeus and: his company, the Lord guiding them, 
N recovered the temple and the city: 

2 But the altars which the heathen had built in the open firect, 
and alfo the chapels, they pulled down. 

3 Aud having cleanfed the temple they made another altar, and 
ftriking ftones they took fire out of them, and offered a facrifice after 
two vears, and fet forth incenfe, and lights, and thewbread. 

4 When that was done, they fell flat down, and befought the Lord 
that they might come no more into fuch troubles; but if they finned 
any more againtt him, that he himfelf would chaften them with mercy, 
and that they might not be delivered unto the blafphemous and bar- 


barous nations. 


5 Now upon the fame day that the ftrangers profaned the temple, . 


on the very fame day it was cleanfed again, even the five and twen- 
ticth day of the fame month, which is Cafleu. 

6 And they kept cight days with gladnefs, as in the feaft of the 
tabernacles, remembering that not long afore they had held the feat 
of the tabernacles, when as they wandered in the mountains and dens 
like beafts. : 

97 Therefore they bare branches, and fair boughs, and palms alfo, 
and fang pfalms unto him that had given them good fuccefs in clean{- 
ing his place. 

8 They ordained alfo by a common ftatute and decree, That every 
year thofe days fliould be kept of the whole nation of the Jews. 

g And this was the end of Antiochus, called Epiphanes. 

10 Now will we declare the acts of Antiochus Eupator, who was 
the fon of this wicked man, gathering briefly the calamitics of the 
wars, 

11 So when he was come to the crown, he fet one Lyfias over 
the affairs of his realm, and appointed him chief governor of Celofyna 
and Phenice. 

. 12 For Pwlemeus, that was called Macron, choofing rather to do 
jultice unto the Jews for the wrongs that had been done unto them, 
endcavoured to continue peace with them. 

13 Whereupon being accufed of the king’s friends before Eupator, 
and called traitor at every word, becaufe he had left Cyprus, that 
Philometer had committed unto him, and departed to Antiochus 
Epiphanes, and feeing that he was in no honourable place, he was 
fo difcouraged, that he poifoned himf{elf and died. 
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in Perfia, was found to abandon his enterprizes there, being thamefully routed 
in attempting to rob the temple, and plunder the city of Perfepolis : whence 
we may conclude, that the judgments of God will fooner or tater fall upon 
the guilty heads of blafphemers of God, and murderers of his people. X. 
Judas, having already met with great faccefs in all his enterprizes againtt the 
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14 But when Gorgias was governor of the holds, he hired foldiers, 
and nourifhed war continually with the Jews: 

15 And therewithal the Idumeans, having gotten into their hands 
the moft commodious holds, kept the Jews occupied, and receiving 
thofe that were banifhed from Jerufalem, they went about to nourith 
war. : 

16 Then they that were with Maccabeus made fupplication, and 
befought God that he would be their helper; and fo they ran with 
violence upon the {trong holds of the [dumeans, 

17 And affaulting them ftrongly, they won the holds, and kept off 
all that fought upon the wall, and flew all that fell into their hands, 
and killed no fewer than twenty thoufand. 

18 And becaufe certain, who were no lefs than nine thoufand, 
were fled together into two very {trong caftles, having all manner of 
things convenient to fu/fain the fiege, 

19 Maccabeus left Simon and Joleph, and Zaccheus alfo, and them 
that were with him, who were enough to befiege them, and departed 
himfelf unto thofe places which more needed his help. 

20 Now they that were with Simon, being led with covetoufnels, 
were perfuaded for money through certain of thofe that were in the 
caftle, and took feventy thoufand drachms, and let fome of them 
efcape. 

21 But when it was teld Maccabens what was done, he called the 
governors of the people together, and accufed thofe men, that they 
had fold their brethren for money, and fet their enemies free to fight 
again{t them. 

22 So he flew thofe that were found traitors, and immediately took 
the two caftles. 

23 And having good fuccefs with his weapons in all things he took 
in hand, he flew in the two holds more than twenty thoufand. 

24. Now Vimotheus, whom the Jews had overcome before, when 
he had gathered a great multitude of foreign forces, and horfes out 
of Afia not a few, came as though he would take Jewry by force 
of arms. 

25 But when he drew near, they that were with Maccabeus turned 
themfelves to pray unto God, and fprinkled eaith upon their heads, 
and girded their loins with fackcloth, 

26 And fell down at the foot of the altar, and befought him to be 
merciful to them, and to be an enemy to their enemies, and an adver- 
fary to their advertaries, as the law declareth. 

27 So alter the prayer they took their weapons, and went on fur- 
ther from the city: and when they drew near to their enemies, they 
kept by themfelves. 

28 Now the fun being newly rifen, they joined both together; the 
one part having together with their virtue their refuge alfo unto the 
Lord for a pledge of their fuccefs and vitory: the other fide making 
their rage leader of their battle. 

29 But when the battle waxed f{trong, there appeared unto the ene- 
mies from heaven five comely men upon horfes with bridles of gold, 
and two of them Jed the Jews, 

30 And took Maccabeus betwixt them, and covered him on every 
fide with their weapons, and kept him fafe, but thot arrows and light- 
nings againft the enemies: fo that being confounded with blindnefs, 
and full of trouble, they were killed. 

31 And there were flain of footmen twenty thoufand and five hun- 
dred, and fix hundred horfemen. 

32 As for Timotheus himfelf, he fled into a very ftrong hold, 
called Gazara, where Chereas was governor. 

33 But they that were with Maccabeus laid fiege againft the for- 
trels couragcoufly four days. 

34 And they that were within, trufting to the {trength of the place, 
blaiphemed exceedingly, and uttered wicked words. 

35 Neverthelefs upon the fifth day early twenty young men of 
Maccabeus’ company, inflamed with anger becaufe of the blafphe- 
mies, affaulted the wall manly, and with a ficrce courage killed alk 
that they met withal. 4 

36 Others likewife afcending after them, whiles they were bufied 
with them that were within, burnt the towers, and kindling fires 
burnt the blafphemers alive; and others broke open the gates, and, 
having reccived in the reft of the army, took the city, 

37 And killed Timotheus, that was hid in a certain pit, and Chea 
reas his brother, with Appollophanes. 

38 When this was done, they praifed the Lord with pfalms and 
thank fgiving, who had done fo great things for Ifrael, and given them 


the victory. 
CHAP. XI. 
Neer long after this, Lyfias the king's protector and coufin, 
who alfo managed the affairs, took fore difpleafure for the 


things that were done. 
2 And when he had gathered about fourfcore thoufand with all 


the horfemen, he came againft the Jews, thinking to make the city 
an habitation of the Genules, 
: 3 And 





enemy in the country, leads his forces to Jerufalem, recovers the city and 
temple from the heathens and reftores the worthip of God. This fhews us, 
that tyranny, in every age, will call farth thofe who haveelevated notions of 
liberty, to Rand up in defence of the rights of their country, mingling cou- 
rage with prudence and moderation. Al. We have here an asanny oe a 
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3 And to make a gain of the temple, as of the other chapels of the 
heathen, and to fet the high priefthood to fale every year: 

4 Not at all confidering the power of God, but puffed up with his 
ten thoufands of footmen, and his thoufands of horfemen, and his 
tourfcore elephants, 

5 So hecameto Judea, and drew near to Bethfura, which was a 
ftrong town, but diftant from Jerufalem about five furlongs, and he 
laid fore fiege unto it. 

6 Now when they that were with Maccabeus heard that he befieged 
the holds, they and all the people with lamentation and tears befought 
the Lord that he would fend a good angel to deliver Ifrael. 

7 Then Maccabeus himfelf firft of all took weapons, exhorting the 
other that they would jeopard themfelves together with him to help 
their brethren: fo they went forth together witha willing mind. 

8 And as they were at Jerufalem, there appeared before them on 
horfeback one in white clothing, fhaking his armour of gold. 

g Then they praifed the merciful God all together, and took heart, 
infomuch that they were ready not only to fight with men, but with 
moft cruel beafts, and to pierce through walls of iron. 

10 Thus they marched forward in their armour, having an helper 
from heaven: for the Lord was merciful unte them. 

11 And giving a charge upon their enemies like lions, they flew 
eleven thoufand /asimen, and fixteen hundred horfemen, and put all 
the other to flight. : 


12 Many of them alfo being wounded efcaped naked ; and Lyfias 


himfell fled away fhamefully, and fo efcaped. 


13 Who, as he was a man of underftanding, cafting with himfelf 


what lofs he had had, and confidering that the Hebrews could not 
be overcome, becaufe the Almighty God helped them, he fent uato 
them, 

14. And perfuaded them to agree to all reafonable conditions, and 
promifed that he would perfuade the king that he muft needs be a 
friend unto them. 

15 Then Maccabeus confented to all that Lyfias defired, being 
caretul of the common good; and whatfoever Maccabeus wrote unto 
Lyfias concerning the Jews, the king granted it. 

16 For there were letters written unto the Jews from Lyfias to this 
effe&t: Lyfias unto the people of the Jews /endeth greeting : 

17 John and Abfalon, who were fent from you, delivered me the 
petition fubfcribed, and made requeft for the performance of the 
contents thereof. 

18 Therefore what things foever were meet to be reported to 
the king, I have declared them, and he hath granted as much as 
might be. 

fo Ifthen ye will keep yourfelves loyal to the ftate, hereafter alfo 
will I endeavour to be a means of your good. 

20 But of the particulars I have given order both to thefe, and the 
other that came from me, to commune with you. 

2t Fare ye well. The hundred and eight and fortieth year, the 
four and twentieth day of the month Diofcorinthius. 

22 Now the king’s letter contained thefe words: King Antiochus 
unto his brother Lyfias fendeth greeting : 

23 Since our father is tranflated unto the gods, our will is, that 
they that are in our realm live quietly, that every One may attend 
upon his own affairs. 

24 We underftand alfo that the Jews would not confent to our 
father, for to be brought unto the cuftom of the Gentiles, but had 
rather keep their own manner of living: for the which caufe they 
require of us, that we fhould fuffer them to live after their own laws. 

25 Whercfore our mind is, that this nation fhall be in reft, and 
we have determined to reftore them their temple, that they may live 
according to the cuftoms of their forefathers. 

26 Thou thalt do well therefore to fend unto them, and grant them 
peace, that when they are certified of our mind, they may be of good 
comfort, and ever go cheerfully about their own affairs. 

27 And the letter of the king unto the nation of the Jews was 
after this manner: King Antiechus /endeth greeting unto the council, 
and the reft of the Jews: ; 

28 If ye fare well, we have our defire; we are alfo in good 
health. 

29 Menclaus declared unto us, that your defire was to return 
home and to follow your own bufinefs: 

go Wherefore they that will depart fhall have fafe condu& till 
the thirtieth day of Xanthicus with fecurity.. 

1 And the Jews fhall ule their own kind of meats and Jaws, as 
betore ; and none of them any manner of ways fhall be molefted 
for things ignorantly done. 

32 I have fent alfo Menelaus, that he may comfort you. 

33 Fare ye well. In the hundred forty and eighth year, and the 
fifteenth day of the month Xanthicus. 

¢1 Lhe Romansalfo fent unto them a letter containing thefe words: 
Quintus Memmius and Titus Manlius, ambaffadors of the Romans, 
jend greeting unto the people of the Jews : : 
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fignal viGory obtuined by a handfui of men over the numerous army of Lyfias; 

for the Jews, being irritated by oppreffion, and ftimulated by enthufiafm, 

fought with undaunted courage and refolution, their lives, liberties, and pro- 

perty being at take. XIL. In this chapter the Jews conclude a treaty with 
z 







35 Whatfoever Lyfias the King’s coufin hath granted, therewith 
we alfo are well pleafed. ‘ 

36 But touching fuch things ashe judged to be referred to the Kinig,- 
after_ye have adviled thercof, fend one forthwith, that we may declare 
as it is convenient for you: fur we are now going to Antioch. 

37 Therefore fend fome with fpeed, that we may know what is 
your mind. 7 

38 Farewell. This hundred and eight and fortieth year, the fifteenth 
day of the month Xanthicus. 

CHAP. XII. 
We thefe covenants were made, Lyfias went unto the king, 
and the Jews were about their hufbandry. 

2 But of the governors of feveral places, Timotheus, and Apollo- 
nius the fon of Genneus, alfo Hieronymus, and Demophon, and 
befide them Nicanor, the governor of Cyprus, would not fuffer 
them _to be quiet and live in peace. 

3 The men of Joppe alfo did fuch an ungodly deed: they prayed 
the Jews that dwelt among them to go with their wives and children 
into the boats which they had prepared, as though they had meant 
them no burt. . 

4 Who accepted of it according to the common decree of the city, 
as being defirous to liye in peace, and fufpe€ling nothing: but when 
they were gone forth into the deep, they drowned no Jefs than two 
hundred of them. 

§ When Judas heard of this cruelty dune unto his count r 
he cornmanded thofe that were with him, to make them ready. re 

6 And calling upon God the righteous Judge, he came againft 
thofe murderers of his brethren, and burnt the haven by night, and 
{et the boats on fire, and thofe that fled thither he flew. ; 

7 And when the town was fhut up, he went backward, as if he 
would return to root out all them of the city of Joppe. 

8 But when he heard that the Jamnites were minded to do in like 
manner unto the Jews that dwelt among them, 

g He came upon the Jamnites alfo by night, and fet fire on the 
haven and the navy, fo that the light of the fire was feen at Jerufalem 
two hundred and forty furlongs off. 

_ to Now when they were gone from thence nine furlongs in their 
journey toward Timotheus, no fewer than five thoufand men on foot 
and five hundred horfemen of the Arabians fet upon him. 

11 Whereupon there wasa very fore battle: but Judas fide by the 
help of God got the vi€tory; fo that the Nomades of Arabia, being 
overcome, befought Judas for peace, promifing both to give him 
cattle, and to pleafure him otherwife. 

12 Ehen Judas, thinking indeed that they would be profitable in 
many things, granted them peace: whereupon they {hook hands, 
and fo they departed to their tents. ' 

13 Fie went alfo about to make a bridge to a certain flrong city, 
which was fenced about with walls, and inhabited by people of divers 
countries; and the name of it was Cafpis. 

14, But they that were within it put fuch truft in the firength of 
the walls and provifion of viétuals, that they behaved themfelves 
rudely toward them that were with Judas, railing and blafpheming, 
and uttering fuch words as were not to be {fpoken. 

15 Wherefore Judas with his company, calling upon the great Lord 
of the world, who without any rams of engines of war did caftdown 
Jericho in the time of Jofhua, gave a fierce affault againft the walls, 

16 And took the city by the will af God, and made unfpeakable 
flaughters, infomuch that a lake two furlongs broad near adjoining 
thereunto, being filled full, was feen running with blood. 

17 Then departed they from thence feven hundred and fifty fur- 
longs, and came to Characa unto the Jews that are called Tubieni. 

18 But as for Timotheus, they found him not in the places: for 
before he had difpatched any thing, he departed from thence, having 
left a very ftrong garrifon in a certain hold. 

19 Hlowbeit Dofitheus and Sofipater, who were of Maccabeus’ 
captains, went forth, and flew thofe that Timotheus had left in the 
fortrefs, above ten thoufand men. 

29 And Maccabeus ranged his army by bands, and fet them over - 
the bands, and went aeainill Timotheus, who had about him an hun- 
dred and twenty thoufand men of foat, and two thoufand and five 
hundred horfemen. 

21 Now when Timotheus had knowledge of Judas’ coming, he 
fent the women and children and the other ba gage unto a fortrefs” 
called Carnion: for the town was hard to be iege, and uneafy to 
come unto, by reafon of the ftraitnefs of all the places. 

22 Bat when Judas his firft band came in fight, the enemies, be~ 
ing {mitten with fear and terror through the appearing of him that 
feethall things, fled amain, one running this way, another that way, 
fo as that they were oftemburt of their own men, and wounded with 
the points of their own fwords. 

23 Judas alfo was very earneft in purfuing them, killing thofe 
wicked wretches, of whom he flew about thirty thoufand men. 

24. Moreover Timotheus himfelf fell into tle hands of Pons 
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the Romans; but the king’s governors in Judea would not fuffer the Jews 
to enjoy the fruits of it, but harraffed them with the utmoit cruelty ; which 
provoked Judas to revenge their caufe, who afterwards defeated, with great 
Maughter, ‘the army of Timotheus, The piety and regard for religion here 
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and Sofipater, whom he befought with much craft to let him go 
with his life, becaule he had many of the Jews’ parents, and the 
brethren of fome of them, who, if they put him to death, fhould 
not be regarded. 

25 So when he had affured them with many words that he would 
reflore them without hurt, according to the agreement, they let him 
go for the faving of their brethren. 

26 Then Maccabeus marched forth to Carnion, and to the temple 
of Atargatis, and there he flew five and twenty thoufand perfons. 

27 And after he had put to flight and deflroyed them, Judas re- 
moved the holt toward Ephron, a ftrong city, wherein Lyfias abode, 
and a great multitude ot divers nations, and the flrong young men 
kept the walls, and defended them mightily: wherein alfo was great 
provifion of engines and darts. ' 

48 But when Judas and his company had called upon Almighty 
God, who with his power breaketh the flrength of his enemies, they 
won the city, and flew twenty and five thoufand of them that were 
within. 

29 From thence they departed to Scythopolis, which heth fix 
hundred furlongs from Jerufa‘em. 

go But when the Jews that dwelt there had teftified that the Sey- 
thopolitans dealt lovingly with them, and entreated them kindly in 
the time of their adverlity; 

gt They pave them thanks, defiring them to be friendly ftill unto 
them: and fo they came to Jerufalem, the fealt of the wecks ap- 
proaching. 

g2 And after the feaf, called Pentecoft, they went forth againft 
Gorgias the governor of Idumea, : 

3 Who came out with three thoufand men of foot, and four 
hundred horfemen. ‘ 

34 Aud it happened that in their fighting together, a few of the 
Jews were flain. : 

as At which time Dofitheus, one of Bacenor’s company, who was 
on horfeback, and a {trong man, was flill upon Gorgias, and taking 
hold of his coat drew him by force; and when he would have taken 
that curfed man alive, a horfeman of Thracia coming upon him fmote 
off his fhoulder, fo that Gorgias fled unto Marifa. 

36 Now when they that were with Gorgias had fought long, and 


‘were weary, Judas culled upon the Lord, that he would thew hunfeif 


to be their helper and leader of the battle 

37 And with that he began in his own language, and fung pfalins 
with a loud voice, and rulhing unawares upon Gorgias’ men, he put 
them to flight. 

38 So Judas gathered his hoff, and came into the city of Odollam. 
And when the feventh day came, they purified themfelves, as the 
cuftom was, and kept the fabbath in the inne place, 

39 And upon the day following, as the ufe had been, Judas and 
his company came to take up the bodies of them that were flain, and 
to bury them with their kinfmen in their fathers’ graves. 

49 Now under the coats of every one that was flain they found 
things confecrated to the idols of the Jamnites, which is forbidden 
the Jews by the law. ‘Then every man {aw that this was the caufe 
wherefore they were flain. 

4t All men therefore praifing the Lord, the righteous Judge, who 
had opened the things that were hid, 

42 Betook themfelves unto prayer, and befought him that the fin 
committed might wholly be put out of remembrance. Befides that, 
noble Judas exhorted the people to keep themfelves from fin, forfo- 
much as they faw before their eyes the things that came to pafs for 
the fins of thofe that were flain. 

43 And when he had made a gathering throughout the company 
to the fum of two thoufand drachms of filver, he fent it to Jerufalem 
to offer a fin offering, doing therein very well and honeflly, in that 
he was mindful of the refurre€tion: . 

44 For if he had not hoped that they that were flain fhould have 
rifen again, it had been fuperfluous and vain to pray for the dead. 

45 And alfo in that he perceived that there was great favour laid 
up for thofe that died godly, it was an holy and good thought. 
Whereupon he made a reconciliation for the dead, that they might 
be delivered from fin, 

CHAP. XIII. 
rc the hundred forty and ninth year it was told Judas, that Anti- 
ochus Eupator was coming with a great power into Judea, 

2 And with him Lyfias his proteéter, and ruler of his affairs, hav- 
ing either of them a Grecian power of footmen, an hundred and ten 
thoufand, and horfemen five thoufand and three hundred, and ele- 

hants two and twenty, and three hundred chariots armed with hooks. 

3 Menelaus alfo joined himfelf with them, and with great diflimu- 
lation encouraged Antiochus, not for the fafeguard of the country, 
but becaufe he thought to have been made governor. 

4 But the King of kings moved Antiochus’ mind againft this 
wicked wretch, and Lyfias informed the king that this man was the 
caufe of all mifchief, fo that the king commanded to bring him unto 
Berea, and to put lim to death, as the manner is in that place. 
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fhewn by Judas and his army before the engagement, is well worthy of imi- 
tation, SILL. Antiochus had fuch an inveterate hatred againtt the Jews. that 
he attempted to eatirpace not only their religion, but the whole nation ; never- 


thelefe. he found himfilf difsppointcd, as it was the purpofe of divine | 


No. $0. 


. the realm be in peace. 


5 Now there was in that place a tower of fifty cubits high, full of 
afhes, and it had a round inftrument, which on every fide hanged 
down into the afhes. ; 

G And whofvever was condemned of facrilege, or had committed 
any other grievous crime, there did all men thruft him unto death. 

7 Such a death it happened that wicked man to die, not having fo 
much as burial in the earth; and that moft jullly: 

8 For inafmuch as he had committed many fins about the altar, 
whofe fire and afhes were holy, he received his death in afhes. 

9 Now the king came with a barbarous and haughty mind to do 
far worfe to the Jews, than had been done in his father’s time. 

_ 10 Which things when Judas perceived, he commanded the mul- 
titude to call upon the Lord night and day, that if ever at any other 
time, he would now alfy help thern, being at the point to be put from 
their law, from their country, and from the holy temple: 

11 And that he would not fuffer the people, that had even now 
been but a litde refrefhed, to be in fubjection to the blafphemous 
nations. 

12 So when they had all done this together, and befought the mer- 
ciful Lo.d with weeping and falting, and lying flat upon the ground 
three days long, Judas, having exhorted them, commanded they 
fhould be in a readincfs. 

12 And Judas. being apart with the elders, determined, before the 
king’s hoft thould enter into Judea, and get the city, to go forth and 
try the matter in fight by the help of the Lord. 

14 So when he had committed aé/ to the Creator of the world, 
and exhorted his foldiers to fight manfully, even unto death, for the 
laws, the temple, the city, the country, and the commonwealth, he 
camped by Medin: 

ts 4nd having given the watchword to them that were about him, 
Vittory is of God; with the moft valiant and choice young men he 
went in into the king's tent by night, and jlew in the camp about 
four thoufand men, and the chiefeit of the elephants, with all that 
were upon him. 7 p 

16 And at laft they filled the camp with fear and tumult, and de- 
patted with good fuccefs. 

19 This was done in the break of the day, becaufe the protection 
of the Lord did help him, é 

18 Now when the king had taken a tafte of the manlinefs of the 
Jews, he went about to take the holds by policy, “s 

19 And marched towards Bethfura, which was a ftrong hold of the 
Jews: but he was put to flight, failed, and loft of his men: 

20 For Judas had conveyed unto them that wee in it fuch things 
as were neceffary. : 

et But Rhodocus, who was in the Jews’ hott, difctofed the fecrets 
to the enemies; therefore he was fought out, and when they had gotten 
him, they put him in prifon. 

ea The king treated with them in Bethfura the fecond time, gave 
his hand, took their's, departed, fought ith Judas, was overcome; 

23 Heard that Philip, who was left over the affairs of Antioch, 
was defperately bent, confounded, intieated te Jews, fubmitted him- 
felf, and [ware to all equal conditions, agreed with them, and offered 
facrifice, honoured the temple, and dealt kindly with the place, 

24 And accepted well of Maccabeus, made hiin principal gover- 
nor from Ptolemais unto tle Gerrhbenians ; 

25 Came to Frolemais; the people there were grieved for the co- 
venants; for tley flormed, becaufe they would make their covenants 
void: 

26 Lyfias went up to t'e judgment feat, faid as much as could be 
in defence of the caufe, perfuaded, pacified, made them well affected, 
returned to Antioch. Thus it went touching the king’s coming and 


departing. 
CHAP. XIV. ; 
FTER three years was Judas informed, that Demetrius the 
jon ot Seleucus, having entered by the haven of Tripolis with 
a great power and navy, . : ; 

2 Had taken the country, and hilled Antiochus, and Lyfias his 
proteétor. : : 

2 Now one Alcimus, who had been high prieft, and had defiled 
himfelf wilfully in the times of their mingling wah the Gentiles, feeing 
that by no means he could fave himlelf, nor have any more acceis lo 
tLe holy altar, : 

4 Came to king Demevrius in te hundred and one and fiftieth 
year, prefenting unto hima crown of gold, and a palm, and alfo of 
the bougl.s which were ufed folemnly in the temple: and fo that day 
he teld his peace. f ‘ . 

5 Howbeit, having gotten opportunity to further his foolifh enter- 
prize, and being called into counfel by Demetrius, and afked how the 
Jews flood affecied, and what they intended, ! ¢ anfwered thereunto: 

6 Thole of the Jews that be called Affideans, whofe captain is 


Judas Maccabeus, nourilh war, and are feditious, and will not let 


Therefore J, being deprived of mine anceftors’ honour, | mean 
the high priedthood, am now come Lathers : 
8 Firft 


Providence, thar the ancient people of God fhavid not be totally d.fperfed, 
ill che promifed Meftiah had made his appearance, and was rejected by the 
bulk of she nation, XIV. We have in this chapter an account of a vagabond 
Jew, named Alcimus, who ! avingebecn Griven ftom the cfice of hi, h-priett, 

ia conceived 
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8 Firft, verily for the unfeigned care I have of things pertaining to 
‘the king; and fecondly, even for that I intend the good of mine own 
countrymen: for all Our nation is in no {mall mifery through the 
unadvifed dealing of them aforefaid. . 

g Wherefore, ‘O king, feeing thon knoweft all thefe things, be 
careful for the country, and our nation, which is preffed on every fide, 
according to the clemency that thou readily fhewe't unto all. 

10 For as long as Judas liveth, it is not poMible that the {tate fhould 


be quiet. 


11 This was no fooner fpoken of him, but others of the king’s 


friends, ‘being malicioufly fet againft Judas, did more incenle Deme- | 


trius, 

elephants, and making him governor over Judea, he fent him forth, 
1 

with him, and to make Alcimus high prieft of the great temple. 


14 Then the heathen, that had fled out of Judea from Judas, came 


to Nicanor by flocks, thinking the harm and calamities of the Jews 


to be their welfare. 


1g Now when the Jews heard of Nicanor’s coming, and that the 


heathen were up againft them, they caft earth upon their heads, and } 
made fupplication to him that had eftablifhed his people for ever, and 


who always helpeth his portion with manifeftation of his prefence. 


16 Soat the commandment of the captain they removed ftraight- | 


ways from thence, and came near unto themat the town of Deffau. 


17 


enemics. . . . ; 
18 Neverthelefs Nicanor, hearing of the manline’s of them that 


were with Jucas, and the courageoulnefs that they had to fight for § 


their country, durft not try the matter by the fword. 


19 Wheielore he fent Pofidonius, and Theodotus, and Mattathias, § 


to make peace. 

eo So when they had taken long advifement thereupon, and the 
captain h 
that they 

21 Anc 
when the day came, and {tools were fet for either of them, 

22 Judas place 
treachery fhould 
a peaceable conference. 


were all of one mind, they confented to the covenants, 


2 
away the people that came flocking unto him. ; 

24 And he would not willingly have Judas out of his fight: for he 
loved the man from his heart. 

25 He prayed him e, and 
he married, was quiet, and took part of this life. 

26 But Alcimus, perceiving the love that was betwixt them, and 
confidering the covenants that were made, came to Demetrius, and 
told him that Nicanor was not well affeG&ted toward the flate; for that 


he had ordained Judas, a traitor to his realm, to be the king’s fuc- : 


ceffor. 


.27 Then the king being in a rage, and provoked with the accu- } 
{ation of the moft wicked man, wrote to Nicanor, fignifying that he } 


was, much difpleafed with the covenants, and commanding him that 
he fhould fend Maccabeus prifoner in all hafte unto Antioch. 


28 When this came to Nicanor’s hearing, he was much con- | 
founded in himfelf, and took it grievoufly that he fhould make void § 


the articles which were agreed upon, the man being in no fault. 

29 But becaufe there was no dealing againft the king, he watched 
his time to accomplifh this thing by policy. ‘ 

30 Notwithftanding, when Maccabeus faw that Nicanor began to 
be churlifh unto him, and that he entreated him more roughly than 


he was wont, perceiving that fuch four behaviour came not of good, | 
he gathered together nota few of his men, and withdrew himfelf § 


from Nicanor. 


gr But the other, knowing that he was notably prevented by 4 


Judas’ policy, came into the great and holy temple, and commanded 


the pricfts, 
the man. 


32 And when they fware that they could not tell where the man 


was whom he fought, 
3 He {tretched out 


J will lay this tem 
down the altar, and ere&t a not 
g4 After thefe words he dep 
hands toward Heaven, and be 
of their nation, faying in this manr 

_ 35 Thon, O Lord 
pleaied that the temp 


36 Theretore now, 
ever undefiled, which lately was cleanfed, and flop every unrighteous 


_ mouth. 
37 Now there was accu 
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able temple unto Bacchus. 
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te of thine habitation fhould be among us: 


conceived the moft in : ¢ ’ 
up Demetrius to take up arms againit the jews, who were ftill unaule to re- 


fk the.rage and power of their enemies. AW. This concluding chapter 
4 


MACCABEES. 


ore 


12 And forthwith calling Nicanor, who had been mafter of the | 


Commanding him to flay Judas, and to fcatter them that were § 


Now Simon, Judas’ brother, had joined battle with Nicanor, J 
but was fomewhat difcomfited through the fullen filence of his ] 
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ad made the multitude acquainted therewith, and it appeared 
} appointed a day to meet in together by themfelves: and § 


d armed men ready in convenient places, left fome § 
be fuddenly praélifed by the enemies: fo they made | 


Now Nicanor abode in Jerufalem, and did no hurt, but fent j 


alfo to take a wife, and to beget children: fo § 


that were offering their ufual facrifices, to deliver him } 


3 his right hand toward the temple, and made { 
an ‘oath in this manner: If ye will not deliver me Judas asa prifoner, | 
ple of God even with the ground, and I will break { 


arted, ‘Then the priefts lifted up their { 
fought him that was ever a defender § 





of all things, who haft need of nothing, waft [ 
O holy Lord of .all holinefs, keep this houfe | 


fed unto Nicanor one Razis, one of the 


veterate hatred againft Judas, and endeavoured to flic § 
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elders of Jerufalem, a lover of his countrymen, and a man of ver 
good report, who for his kindnefs was called a father of the Jews y 

38 For in the former times, when they mingled not themfelves with 
the Gentiles, he had been accufed of Judaifm, and did boldly jeopard 
his body and life with all vehemency for the religion of the Tou 

39 So Nicanor, willing to declare the hate that he bare unto the 
Jews, fent above five hundred men of war to take him: 

40 For he thought by taking him to do the Jews much hurt 

41 Now when the multitude would have taken the tower sdk vio 
adr ales into the outer door, and bade that fire fhould be Bsus ie 
ene it, penne ready to be taken on every fide, fell upon ‘his 

42 Choofling rather to die manfully, than to come i » hands 
of the wicked, to be abufed otherwife than befeemed eters Loe 

43 But mifling his {troke through hafle, the multitude alfo ruibine 
within the doors, he ran boldly up to the wall, and cait himfelt él on 
maniully ee the thickeft of them. ener ee 

44 But they quickly giving back, anda fj a] rade ’ 
down ne emda ct the void place. age pane Saer e ten 

45 Neverthelefs, while there was yet breath within him, being j 
flamed with anger, he rofe up; and ctobah his blood paihed cuties 
fpouts of water, and his wounds were grievous, yet he ran throue| 
the midft of the throng; and flanding upon a fteep rock eT 

46 When as his blood was now quite gone, he plucked out his 
Bowe ane ane them in we his hands, he cait them upon the 

rong, and calling upon th ¥ ife piri i 
ee at ae er e Lord of lite and {pirit to reftore him 

: CHAP. XV. 
UT Nicanor, hearing that Judas and his company were in the 
{trong places about Samaria, refolved without any danger to fet 
pea ee en Se day. = 

2 Neveithelefs the Jews that were compelled to go wi i i 
geeey, not fo cruelly and barbaroufly, bat give freuen ae 
is ee that feeth all things, hath honoured with holinefs above 
me Then the moft ungracious wretch demanded, if there were a 
mu he in heaven, that had commanded the fabbaih day to 

4+ And when they faid, There is in heaven a living Lord, and 
mighty, who commanded the feventh day to be kept: — ; 

5 Then faid the other, And I alfo am mighty upon earth, aad I 
command to take arms, and to do the king’s bufinefs. Yet he ob 
tained not to have his wicked will done. 7 
. & So Nene in ees Rae and haughtinefs determined to 
et up a public monument of his vié or : 
ede ae s vidtory over Judas and them that 

7 But Maccabeus had ever fure confidence that the Lord would 
help him: 

8 Wherefore he exhorted his people not to fear the coming of the 
heathen againit them, but to remember the help which in former 
times they had received from heaven, and now to expeét the viétor 
and aid, which fhould come’ unto them from the Almighty. ¢ 

9 And fo comforting them out of the law and the prophets, and 
withal putting them in mind of the battles that they won afore, he 
made them more cheerful. i 

10 And when he had flirred up their minds, he gave them their 
charge, fhewing them therewithal the falfehood of the heathen, and 
tle breach of oaths. : 

ut Thus he armed every one of them, not fo much with defence of 
fhields and {pears, as with comfortable and good words: and befide 
that, he told them a dream worthy to be believed, as if it had been 
fo indeed, which did not a little rejoice them. 

12 And this was his vifion: That Onias, who had been high prieft 
a virtuous and a good man, reverend in converfation, gentle in condi. 
tion, well fpoken alfo, and exercifed from a child in all points of vir- 
tue, holding up his hands, prayed for the whole body of the Jews. 

13 This done, in like manner there appeared a man with grev 
hairs, and exceeding glorious, who was of a wonderful and excellent 
majefty. 

14 Then Onias anfwered, faying, This is a lover of the brethren 
who prayeth much for the people, and for the holy city, zo wil, 
Jeremias the prophet of God. , 

15 Whereupon Jeremias holding forth his right hand gave to Judas 
a fword of gold, and in giving it {pake thus, a 

16 Vake this holy fword, a gitt from God, with the which thou 
fhalt wound the adverfaries. 

17 Thus being well comforted by the words of Judas, which were 
very good, and able to ftir them up to valour, and to encowage the 
hearts of the young men, they determined not to pitch camp, but cou- 
ragcoully to fet upon them, and manfuliy to try the matter by conflict 
becaule the city and the fanétuary and the temple were in danger, ’ 

18 For the care that they took for their wives, and their children, 
their brethren, and kinsfolks, was in leaft account with them: but 
the greatett and principal fear was for the holy temple. 
. 19 Alfo 
eR LE ES SL IE LE LS A 
affords an inftance of the moft unparalleled blafphemy againft God, who 
very quickly after punifhed the impious wretch with che defeat of his army 


and the lofs of his life; from whence we may learn, that Jet tyrants be 
ever 
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19 Alfo, they that were in the city took not the leaft care, being 
troubled forthe confli&t abroad. 

20 And now, whenas all looked what fhould be the trial, and 
the enemies were alrcady come near, and the army was fet in array, 
and the beafts conveniently placed, and the horfemen fet in wings, 

21 Maccabeus feeing the coming of the multitude, and the divers 
preparations of armour, and the fiercencfs of the beafts, ftretched out 
his hands toward heaven, and called upon the Lorp that worketh 
wonders, knowing that viiory cometh not by arms, but even as it 
feemeth good to him, he giveth it to fuch as are worthy : 

22 ‘Vherefore in his prayer he faid after this manner ; O Lorn, 
thon didft fend thine angel in the time of Ezckias king of Judea,and 
didft flay in the hoft of Sennacherib an hundred fourfeore and five 
thoufand : 

23 Wherefore now alfo, O Lorn of heaven, fend a good angel 
before us for a fear and dread unto them ; 

24 And through the might of thine arm let thofe be ftricken with 
terror, that come againfi thyholy people to blafpheme. And he 
ended thus. 

25 Then Nicanor and they that were with him came forward with 
trumpets and fongs. 

26 But Judas ard his company encountered the enemies with in- 
vocation and prayer. 

27 So that fighting with their hands, and praying unto God with 
their hearts, they flew no lefs than thirty and five thoufand men: for 
through the appearance of God they were greatly checred. 

28 Now when the battle was done, returning again with joy, they 
knew that Nicanor lay dead in his harnefs. 

29 Then they madea great fhout and a noife, praifing the Al- 
mighty in their own language. 





ever fo victorious for a time, yet when they at againft Jaws human and 
divine, and trample on the national rights of mankind, they will in che 
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_ 30 And Fudus, who was ever the chief defender of the citizens both 
in body and mind, and who continued his love toward his ccuntry- 
men all his life, commanded to ftrike off Nicanor’s head, and his 
hand with his fhoulder, and bring them to Jerufalem. 

31 So when he was there, and had called them of his nation to- 
gether, and fet the priefts before the altar, he fent for them that 
were of the tower, 

32 And thewed them vile Nicanor’s head, and the hand of that 
blafphemer, which with proud brags he had ftretched out againit the 
holy temple of the Almighty. 

33 And when he had cut out the tongue of that ungodly Nicanor, 
he commanded that they fhould give it by pieces unto the fowls, 
and hang up the reward of his madnefs before the temple. 

34 So cvery man praifed toward the heaven the glorious Lorp, 
faying, Bleffed be he that hath kept his own place undefiled. 

35 He hanged alfo Nicanor’s head upon the tower, an evident 
and manifeft ign unto all of the help of the Lorn. 

36 And they ordained all with a common deerce, in no cafe to 
let that day pafs without folemnity, but to celebrate the thirteenth 
day of the twelfth month, which in the Syrian tongue is called Adar, 
the day before Mardocheus’ day. 

37 Thus went it with Nicanor: and from that time forth the He- 
brews had the city in their power. And here will I make an end. 

38 And if f have dove well, and as is fitting the ftory, it is that 
which I defired : but if flenderly and meanly, it is that which I could 
attain unto. 

39 For as it is hurtful to drink wine or water alone ; and 2s wine 
mingled with water is pleafant, and delightcth the tafte: even fo 
{peech finely framed delighteth the cars of them that read the ftory. 
And here fhall be an end. 





end be brought to juftice, by means unthought of, and which may perhaps 
appear the moft unlikely to them. 


rer DO a 


GENERAL REMARKS on tHE BOOKS oF THE 
APOC RYPHA. 


The books of {cripture filed Apocryphal, are not received by general confent, nor read and expounded publicly 
in the church, nor admitted to prove any point of cottrine except where they are conformable to the other fcrip- 


tures. 
hid, i. e. generally unknown, 


The term is Greek, and derived trom azoxgurtw, to Aide: probably becaufe the authors of thefe books are 


The church has ever very wifely diftinguifhed between books apocryphal and canonical, fuch as were authenticated 
in the catalogue of Ezra, who had gathered and regiftered them, or by St. John, and are called the books of the 


Old and New Teftaments. 


The apocryphal books were therefore efteemed hidden, obfcure, their original in a great meafure unknown, and 


their authority dcubtful. 


in fhort, they were never put into comparifon or credit with the canonical fcriptures, 





whofe truths are undeniable, certain, and unqueflionable, in which, good chriftians have ever thought, were eternal 
life, and which, in many lively types and figures in the Old Teftament, as more clearly and exprefsly in the new, tefti« 
fied of Jefus Chrift our blefled and adorable Redeemer. Thefe facred Writings, a learned writer obferves to have 
fhone inthe church with a remarkable fublimity, brightnefs, and luftre, and as given by divine infpiration ; with great 
reverence and regard they have had the univerfal confent of all true believers, through the perfuafion and guidance of 
the holy Spirit, which always evidenced their divine qualities, and the facred charaéler imprinted upon them. But 
though the Apocrypha, for the reafons aforefait, has been called the effe& of human eloquence and wifdom, rather than 
divine, and have been faid to want fuch infallible infpiration, and that gravity and fimplicity, the divine and fpiritual 
majc{ty of God’s pure word, yet they are and may be very improvingly read, applying always in reading the rule of 
God’s holy authenticated fcriptures, and reiain them in our minds, as their matter, fubjeéts, periods, and fentences 
may be moved by, and are agreeable to Gou’s facred word and oracle. 

In fhort, thefe books are called apocryphal in fome margins of our old Bibles, as not received to be read and cx- 
pounded in churches like the authorized fcriptures, but as the books of very good and judicious men; ard they 
hiftorically intimate to us, tat God had at all times a particular care of his good and faithful fervants, ard has al~ 
ways by his wife and gracious providence given to the world very knowing and able teachers, and the means to con~ 
firm them in the hopes of a happy future ftate, and to advertife them of, and fet forth thofe calamires which God 
had threatened by his prophets, and brought to pafs for the deftru€tion of his enemies, and the trial and proof of his 
children’s faith, obedience, and refignation. : : 

It has been obferved, that in the Latin and African churches the public reading of fe 
without any thing heretical, or tending to the corruption of any chriftian do€trines, were c § : 
cient liberty and toleration, inafmuch as they contained many precepts and fentences ywofitable to inftruétion and 
improvement in moral duties; and this was not done to attribute any authority, eithe: t0 lead our faith, confirm our 
opinions concerning it, or to determine controverfies in duétrine. 


rious books and hiftories, 
otinued, agreeable to an- 


END of the APOCRYPHA. 








DIRECTIONS to roe BINDER. 
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act The APOCRYPHA to be placed between the OLD and NEW TESTAMENTS, and the 
COPPER-PLATES oppofite the TEXTS of SCRIPTURE which they reprefent, 


HE Frontifpiece to face the Title-page. 
Adam and Eve in the Garden. 
Sampfon killing the Lion. 
Mofes and the burning Bufh. 
Habits and Ceremonies of the Jews, 
Pharaoh’s Daughter adopts Mofes. 
Laban and Jacob. 
Jacob’s Vifion. 
Tower of Babel. 
Sampfon carrying the Gates of Gaza, 
Jehoram killed by Jehu. 
~ Daniel's Vifion. 
Jacob meets Rachel. 
Zechariah {toned to Death. 
Noah’s Sacrifice. 
Solomon's Temple. 
Jael killeth Sifera. 
The Miracle of Aaron’s Rod. 
David with the Head of Goliath. 
Jofhua. 
Manner ofthe Feakt of Tabernacles. 
Jcremiah recovering his Liberty. 
Lot's Hofpitality. 
Samplfon’s Birth foretold. 
Jephthah and his Daughter. 
Map of the Garden of Eden. 
Elijah convinceth Raal’s Priefts. 
Chrift’s Refurrettion. 
Jeweffes put to Death. 
Mordecai honoured. 
King David. 
Solomon and Sheba. 
Bethfheba Bathing. 
Sauland the Witch of Endor. 
Solomon’s Idolatry. 
Jevemiah taken out of the Dungeon. 
Eftherand Ahafuerus. 
The Beatts of Sacrifice. 
Map of Canaan. 
Mfaiah and Hezekiah. 
Sarai giveth Hagar to Abram. 
Abraham's Faith. 
Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery Furnace. 
Amafa flain by Joab. 
Table of Shew-bread, &c. 
The Chaftity of Jofeph. 
King Ptrolomec’s Cruelty. 
Sheba the fon of Bichri beheaded. 
Daniel in the Lion’s Den. 
The Houfe of Baal. 
The World as divided between Noah’s Sons. 
Joab beheaded. 
Lot’s Wife turned intoa Pillar of Salt. 
‘Chriftand Nicodemus. 
The Courage of Eleazar. 
Maflacre of the Jews by Ifhmael. 
Antient City of Jerufalem. : 
‘The Manner of fighting with Beafts at Ephcfus. 
Perfecution of the Maccabees. 
Chrift raifes Jairus’s Daughter. 
The Crucifixion of our Saviour. 
Hagar in Diftrefs. - 
The great Perfecution againft the Church. 
Chrift healing the Sick. ; 
The Widow of Zerephath getting Water for Elijah. 
Map of the Travels of the Apoftles. 
Mofes and the Brazen Serpent. 
Mattan the Prieft of Baal fiain. 
‘The Jews infulted in their Religion. 
Boaz and Ruth. 
Little Children brought to Chrift. 
Peter delivered out of Prifon. 
Plin of the Temple of Jerufalem. 
Chris, praying on the Mount. 
Lhe Aigel delivering the Book to St. John. 
Gidcon ard the Angel. 
Chrift cafting out Devils. 
Jetus appearins to Mary. 
Manoah’s Sacrifice, 
David's Servants faved by Ianun, &c. 
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The Gofpelaccording toS. MATTHEW. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


We have, in this gofpel of St. Matthew, an hiftory of the birth, life, miracles, and merciful ads, fufferings, death, 
' refurre&ion and afcenfion of the holy Fefus ; all which are matters of the moft ftupendous and amazing nature, moft 
effentially neceffary to be known and believed, in order to true happinefs, and fhould be the fubjetts of our confiant 
praifes. The firft chapter contains the genealogy, pedigree, and wonderful incarnation of our Saviour Fefis Chrift. 
This evangelift and St. Fohn were eye-witneffes of what they wrote ; but St. Mark and St. Luke penned their accounts 
jrom the relations of other infpired perfons. The word gofpel means glad tidings, or good news from God; and by 
the New Teftament we are to underfiand a recent and more ample difcovery of the divine mind and will to mankind, 
as likewife a precious legacy bequeathed by our Redeemer to all bis faithful followers: in which facred repofitory of 
glorious truths is contained in fuch a bright difplay of the wifdom, power, and goodnefs of God, as should continually 
imprefs on our minds a proper degree of admiration and gratitude. According to the unanimous teflimony of the 
antients, Matthew wrote his gofpel in Hebrew, or the Syriac language, about the eighth year after our Saviour’s 
paffion, This evangelift, in writing his gofpel, had chicfly in view, to fhew us the royal genealogy of Chrift, and to 


reprefent to us, in a very copious manner, the life, converfation, and aétions of our Redeemer. fis ftyle is natural 
and unaffected, as that of an hiftorian, and e/pecially of a facred writer, fhould be. 





CHAP. I. 
The genealogy of Chrift from Abraham to Fofeph. 18 
The miraculous conception of Mary; Fofeph’s doubts are 
fatisfied by an angel, who declareth the name and office 
of Chrift: Fefus 1s born. 
Te book of the generation of Jefus Chrift, the 


fon of David, the fon of Abraham. 
2 Abraham begat Ifaac ; and Ifaac begat Ja- 
cob; and Jacob begat Judas and his brethren ; 

g And Judas begat Phares and Zara of ‘Thamar; 
and Phares begat Efrom ; and Efrom begat Aram ; 

4. And Aram begat Aminadab; and Aminadab begat 
Naaffon; and Naaffon begat Salmon; =~ 

5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab; and Booz 
begat Obed of Ruth ; and Obed begat Jeffe; 

6 And Jefle begat David the king; and David the 
king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of 
Urias 3 

7 And Solomon begat Roboam ; and Roboam begat 
Abia; and Abia begat Afa ; 

8 And Afa begat Jofaphat; and Jofaphat begat Jo- 
ram; and Joram begat Ozias ; 

9 And Ozias begat Joatham,; and Joatham begat 
Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias ; 

io And Ezekias begat Manaffes; and Manaffes be- 
gat Amon ; and Amon begat Jofias; 

11 And Jofias begat Jechonias and his brethren, 
about the time they were carried away to Babylon : 

12 And after they were breught to Babylon, Je- 
chonias begat Salathiel; and Salathiel begat Zorobabel; 

13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud begat 
Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor ; 

314 And Azor begat Sadoc: and Sadoc begat Achim; 
and Achim begat Lliud ; 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. I. 


1 The book of the generation, &c.] St. Matthew wrote this book for 
the ufe of the converted Jews, and therefore very properly begins his 
genealogy with Abraham, the father of the faithful, and great proge- 
nitor ot their nation. 

2 GFudas and bis brethren.] That is, the twelve patriarchs, who be- 
came heads of their refpective tribes. 

5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rachab, &c.] Several women are men- 
tioned in our Saviour’s genealogy, and all, or moft of them, have 
a brand of infamy upon them ; for inftance, Thamar was one, with 
whom her father-in-law Judah committed inceft; Rachab is called an 
harlot ; Ruth came of Moab, whom Lot begat of his own daughter ; 
and Bathfheba, the wife of Uriah, was one with whom David had 
committed adultery. The wifdom of God has left thefe upon record, 
1. To denote the treenefs of divine grace. 2. To encourage the greateft 
finners to come unto Chrift, who caine to fave the moft notorious, as 

No. 59- 





15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar begat 
Matthan; and Matthan begat Jacob ; 

16 And Jacob begat Jofeph the huiband of Mary, 
of whom was born Jefus, who is called Chrift. 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David 
are fourteen generations; and from David until the car- 
rying away into Babylon are fourteen generations; and 
from the carrying away into Babylon unto Chrift are 
fourteen generations. 

18 q Now the birth of Jefus Chrift was on this wife :-pperigin 
When as his mother Mary was efpoufed to Jofeph, be- Year be- 
fore they came together, fhe was found with child offore the 
the Holy Ghott. cee 

19 Then Jofeph her hnfband, being a juft man, andcaedan. 
not willing to make her a public example, was mindedno Dom. 
to put her away privjly. 

20 But while he thought on thefe things, behold, the 
angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, fay- 
ing, Jofeph, thou fon of David, fear not to take unto 
thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her 
is of the Holy Ghott. 

21 And the fhall bring forth a fon, and thou fhalt 
call his name JESUS: for he fhall fave his people from 
theiz fins. 

22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled 
which was fpoken of the Lord by the prophet, faying, 

23 Behold, a virgin fhall be with child, and fhall 
bring forth a fon, and they fhall call his name Emma- 
nuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 

24 Then Jofeph being raifed from fleep did as the 
angel of the Lord had bidden him, and took unto him 
his wife : 

25 And knew her not till fhe had brought forth her 
firftborn fon: and he called his name JESUS. 

CHAP. 


ee 
well as thofe whofe lives have been lefs fcandalous: and whofe perfons 
and natures he is able to fanétify. g. For the fupport of the illegitimate 
and bafe-born; and that perfons will be condemned for their own fins, 
and not for thofe of their parents ; for mankind became objects of God’s 
wrath, not for illegitimacy, but unregeneracy, unbelief, and hardnefs 
of heart. . f 

16 Chrift.] A Greek word, fignifying, anointed: it anfwersto the 
Hebrew a Meffiah. pee 

23 Bebold, a virgin, &c.] See Ifaiah vii. 14. 

25 Her firfibern, &c.] “This does not imply that Mary had other 
children afterwards; but that fhe had none betore, 


GenERaL REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 

It is our duty net only to hearken always with great attention and reve- 
rence to the reading of the gofpel, but to read it ourfelves, meditate 
contieually upon it, and make the utmoft advantage poffible of the 
inftruétions and truths contained in it, in doing which we fhould Jook 


to God for his bleffing. : 
BP COMMENTARY 





Her od’s cruelty. S. MATTHEW. John’s preaching and babtitn 
The CHAP. Il. 16 G Then Herod, when he faw that he was mocked The 
Fourth 


i The wife men out of the eaf? are dircéted by a ftar to Chrift. 


ee 14 Fofeph flecth with the young child and his mother into 
Common Egypt. 16 Herod’s maffacre of the childrenin Bethlebem. 
Account OW when Jefus was born in Bethlehem of Ju- 
andr dea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there 


came wife men from the eait to Jerufalem, 

2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? 
for we have feen his ftar in the eaft, and are come to 
worthip him. 

3 9 When Herod the king had heard thefe things, he 
‘was troubled, and all Jerufalem with him. 

4 And when he had gathered all the chief priefls and 
{cribes of the people together, he demanded of them 
where Chrift fhould be born. 

5 And they faid unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: 
for thus it is written by the prophet, 

6 And thou Bethlehem, 7” the Jand of Juda, are not 
the leail among the princes of Juda: for out of thee 
fhall come a Governor, that fhall rule my people Ifreel. 

7 Then Herod, when he bad privily called the wile 
men, enquired of them diligently what time the flar ap- 
peared. 

8 And he fent them to Bethlehem, and faid, Go and 
fearch diligently for the young child; and when ye 
have found sim, bring me word again, that I may 
come and worfhip him alfo. 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed ; 
and, lo, the ftar, which they faw in the eaft, went be- 
fore them, till ic came and itood over where the young 
child was. ; 

1o When they faw the ftar, they rejoiced with ex- 
ceeding great joy. 

11 4] And when they were come into the houft, they 
faw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell 
dawn, and worfhipped him: and when they had opened 
their treafures, they prefented unto him gifts ; gold, 
and frankincenfe, and myrrh. . 

12 And being warned of God in a dream that they 
fhould not return to Herod, they departed into their 

own country another way. 

13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel 
of the Lord appeareth to Jofeph in a dream, faying, 
Arife, and take the young child and his mother, and 
flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee 
word: for Herod will feek the young child to deftroy 
him. 

14 When he arofe, he took the young child and his 
mother by night, and departed into Egypt : 

15 And was there until the death of Flerod: that it 
might be fulfilled which was {poken of the Lord by 
the prophet, faying, Out of Egypt have I called my fon. 


rr 
COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. II. 

1 Bebold, there came wife men, &C.] Thefe were Arabian or Per- 
fian Philofophers, called Magi, who fpent much time in itudying 
the motions of the heavenly bodics ; and there was a tradition among 
the heathens, that about that time a moit’ glorious perfon was to be 
born. 

2 To worfbip bim.\ To proftrate themfelves before him. 

6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Fuda, &c.] ** Bethlehem”’ 
fignifies, the houfe of bread, and was fo called from its fertility and 
fruitfulnefs ; and, as fome think, with reference to Chrift, the true 
bread of life, being born there. Bethlehem was a mean and contemptible 

lace in itfelf; but being honoured with being the birth-place of Chrift, 
ow great is it! 
. 8 Chat] may come and wnrfbip him alfo.| This was grofs diffimula- 
tion in Herod, whofe intention was, to kill the infant king, from an 
apprehenfion that his empire was to be of a temporal, and not of a fpiri- 
tual nature. 

14 When he arofe, he took the young child and his mother by night, 
&c.|  Jofeph’s readinefs to comply with the divine command, im- 
plies, that Bith gave wings to his obedience, and inftantly vanquifhed 
all his fears, and afforded a fuller fapply than all the treafures of the 
Arabian princes. So likewife, if we find our direttion is clear, our 
compliance fhould be fpeedy, as we cannot be too forward and expe- 
ditious in the execution of the divine commands: and it is no fhame 
for us to fly from the rage of perfecutors, when our Lord doth both 
practife, and command it alfo. : 

15 And was there until, &c.} Bifhop Hall thinks that our Lord 
remained about five years in Egypt. 

22 Archelaus, &e.) He was the fixth fon of Herod the Great, 
and as cruel a tyrant as his father: in the beginning of his reign he 
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of the wife men, was exceeding wroth, and fent forth, © 
and flew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and; 
in all che coafts thereof, from two years old and under. Com 
according to the time which he had diligently eneuired Acc 
of the wife men. a ; cn 

17 ‘Vhen was fulfilled that which was fpoken by Je- 
remy the propher, faying, : 

18 da Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, 
and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel cepinir 
Jor her children, and would not be comforted, becaute 
they are not. 

19 § But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel 7), 
of the Lord appeareth in a dream to Jofeph in Egypt, Third 

20 Saying, Arife, and take the young child and his Year be. 
mother, and go into the land of Ifrael: for they are fore. the 
vead which fought the young child’s life. oe 

2t And he arofe, and took the young child and his called An- 
mother, and cameinto the land of Hrael. no Dom 

22 But when he heard that Arckelaus did reign in 
Judea in the room of his father flercd, he was afiaid 
to go thither: notwithfanding, being warned of God 
in a dreain, he turned alisde into the parts of Galilee: 

23 And he came and dwelein a city called Naza- 
reth: zrhatit might be fulfilled which was fpoken by 
the prophets, ile {hall be called a Nazarene. 

Chia kb. Wi. 
1 The preaching of Fobn the Baptill : bis office, and manner 

f living: § be baptizeth in Jordan, 7 and rebubetb 

the Pharifces. 13 Chrijt is baptized. 

N thofe days came John the Baptift, preaching in 4 p46 

1 the wildernets of Judea, yore 

2 fio faying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of 
heaven is ac hand. ; 

3 Vor tuis is he that was fpolen of by the prophet 
Lfaias, fayiog, ‘Vie voice of one crying in the wilder- 
nefs, Prepare ye tie way of the Lord, male his paths 
flraighe. 

4 «ind the fame John had his rainient of camel’s 
hair, and a deathera girdle about his loins; and his 
meat was lucults and wild honey. 

5 {| Then went ont to him Jerufalem, and ail Judea, 
and all the region round about Jordan, 

6 And were baptized of him in Jordan, confefling 
their fins. 

7 G But when he faw many of the Pharifees and Sad- 
ducees come to his baptilm, he faid unto them, O ge- 
neration of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come? 

8 Biing forth therefore fruits miect for repent- 
alice: 

9 «nd think not to fay within yourfelves, We have 

Abraham 

ne 

caufed three thoufand Jews to be matiacred in the temple. Auguftus 
banifhed him into Gaul for his cruelties. 
23 He frali be called a Nazxarene.] This was a term of reproach 
among the Jews, given to any defpicable, worthlefs fellow; and as the 
prophets foretold that the Me/Rah thouid be defpifed, traduced, and re- 
jeQed, therefore Chrilt’s dwelling at Nazareth was a fulflment of heir 

predictions. 
Genxerat Rerirecrions on Chap. II. 

The events in this chapter may convince us, that divine Providence 
. Gireéted, in a particular manner, all that happened to Jefus Chrift ; 
and that the utmoit endeavours of men can never prevent the 
execution of the defigns of God, nor hurt thofe whom he protects. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. HII. 


2 The kingdom of heaven, &c.| ‘The kingdom of God, through the 
preaching cf the gofpel, and which confifts in rightcoufnefs, peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

O generation of vipers, &c.] John here fevercly reproves the Phari- 
fees and Sadducees, calling them a perverfe and hypocritical generation 
of men, who fuppofed thar by external ceremonial performances they 
would efcape the wrath of God. 

Gg Aud think nut to fay within yourfelwes, We Lave “hrabam, &e.] 
‘Truft not to your outward privileges, and glory not in them; flatter not 
yourfelves, that becaufe you are Abrahain’s feed, and the only vifibte 
church, that therefore the judgments of God will not reach you; for 
God can out of the obdurate Gentile world, who now worfhip ftones, 
raife up a people, and take them into covenant to himfilf, and cait 
you all out, who have Abraham’s blood running in your veins, bur 
nothing of Abraham’s faith. in vour hearts, nor of his obedience in your 
lives. 

16 Here 


hae enreed Op cde RE AN Ne ee tempted by the devil. 


Anno 
DOMINI: 
26. 


a.D.27. 


Abraham to our father: for I fay uuto you, that God 
is able of thefe {tones to raifeup children unto Abraham. 

10 And now alfo the ax is laid unto the root of the 
trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and caft into the fire. 

11 Lindeed baptize you with water unto repentance: 
but he that cometh after meis mightier than 1, whofe. 
fhoes Iam not worthy to bear: he fhall baptize you 
with the Holy Ghoft, and «it4 fire : 

12 Whofe fan is in his hand, and he will throughly 
purge his floor, and gather his ‘wheat into the garner 3 
but he will burn up the chalf with unquenchable fire. 

13.4 Yhen cometh Jefus from Galilee to Jordan 
unto John to be baptized of him. 

14 “Buc John forbad him, faying, I have need to 
be baptized of thee, and comeft thou to me? 

15 And Jefus anfwering faid unto him, Suffer it. to 
be fo now: for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righ- 
teoufnefs. Then he fuffered him. 

16 And Jefus when he was baptized, went up 
ftraightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unio him, and he faw the fpirit of God defcend- 
ing hke a dove, ‘and lighting upon him: 

17 And lo a vaice from heaven faying, This is my 
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. 

CHAP. IV. 
1 Chrift fafleth, and is tempted: 17 beginneth to preach ; 
18 calleth fome to be apoftles ; 22 and healeth the di ifeafed. 
HEN was Jefus led up of the fpirit into the wil- 
dernefs to be tempted of the devil. 

z And when he had fafted forty days and forty 
nights, he was afterward an hungred. 

3 And when the tempter came to him, he faid, If 
thou be the Son of God, command that thefe ftones 
be made bread. 

4 But he anfwered and faid, It is written, Man fhall 
not live by bread alone, but by every w ord that pro- 
ceedeth out of the mouth of God. © 

5 Then the cevil taketh him up into the holy city, 
and fetteth him on a pinnacle of the temple, 

6 And faith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, 
caft thyfelf down : for it is written, Fle fhall give his 
angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they 
thall bear thee up, left at any time phoe dafh thy foot 
againit a ftone. 

7 Jefus faid unto him, It is written again, Thou fhalt 
not tempt the Lord thy God. 

8 Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding 
high mountain, and fhewcth him all the kingdoms of 
the world, and the glory of them ; 

9 And faith unto him, All thefe things will I give 
thee, if thou wilt fall down and worthip me. 

10 Then faith Jefus unto him, Get thee hence, Sa- 
rr 

16 Went up fraightavay out of the water, &c.] It thould be rendered 
thus: Jefus, when he was baptized, went up out of the water, and lo, 
ay the heavens were opened, &c. 

7 Lo a voice from heaven, faying, This is my beloved Son, &c. } 
The, divinicy of Chrift was quicfccat in him till he entered upon his 
prophetic office, at thirty years old, and after; and the Holy Ghoft 
now defcends, to thew that Chrift was the perfon fet apart forthe work 
and office of a Mediator ; and alfo for the qualification of him for the 
performance of his office. This was Chrift’s un@tion, J/aiab Ixi. 1. 
when he was anointed above his fellows, to he the king, prieft, and 
prophet of his church. 

Generar Reruections on Chap. III. 


‘The preachi i of John the Baptitt teaches us, that without repentance . 
and holinefs of life, no one can bea difciple of Jefus Chrilt, nor 
enter into the kingdom of God. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


1 Then was Fefus led up, &c.] The firt Adam was tempted and 
Seduced by the ferper.t, in a moft delicious garden ; but Chrift, the fecond 
‘Adan, was affaulted by the devil in a barren wildernefs. and overcame 
him: this is for the encouragement of our fuith. 

6 And faith unto hin, if thon be the Son of God, &c.} It is no 
wonder to hear heretics and hypocrites quote feripture, when Satan 
himfelf durft recite ic: he that had profanely touched the facred body 
of Chrift with his hand, fticks not prefumptuouily to handle the 
holy feriptures of God with his tongue: but it is alfo obfervable, 
how wretchedly the devil wrefts, perverts, and mifapplies the fcrip- 


- 


CHAP. IV. V. Peter and Andrew, €3c. called. 


tan: for it iswritten, Thou fhalt worlhip the Lord thy See RR see es Ti SIP GAA A tas Foweaasicone au aleaoun pene Denaeiy caus 

God, and him only fhalt thou ferve. ee 
11 Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels“ 

cameand miniftered unto him. 

12 Now when Jefus had heard that John was caft A.D. 50. 
into prifon, he departed into Galilee ; 

13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in 
Capernaum, which is upon the fea coaft, in the borders 
of Zabulon and Nephthalim : 

tq ‘That it might be fulfilled which was fpoken by 
Efaias the prophet, faying, 

15 Thelandof Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim. 4. D.31. 
by the way of the fea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the 
Gentiles : 

16 The people which fat in darknefs faw great light; 
and tothem which fatin the region and fhadow of death 
light is fprung up. 

17 ¢ From that time Jefus began to preach, and to 
fay, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

18 § And Jefus, walking by the fea of Galilce, faw 
two brethren, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his bro- 
ther, cafting a net into the fea: for they were fithers. 

19 And he faith unto them, Follow me, and | will 
make you fifhers of men. 

e 20 And they ftraightway left their nets, and followed 

im. 

21 And going on from thence, he faw athe two bre- 
thren, James the fon of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
ina thip with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; 
and he called them. 

22 And they immediately left the fhip and their fa- 
ther, and followed him. 

23 q And Jefus went about all Galilee, teachinz 
in their fynagogues, and preaching the gofpel of the 
kingdom, and healing all manner of ficknefs and all 
manner of difeafe among the people. 

24 And his fame went throughout all Syria: and 
they brought unto him all fick people that were taken 
with divers difeafes and torments, and thofe which were 
pofiefled with devils, and thofe which were lunatick, 
and thofe that had the palfy ; and he healed them. 

25 And there followed him great multitudes of peo- 
ple from Galilee, and from Decapolis, and from Jerufa- 
lem, and _ from Judea, and from beyond Jordan. 

CHAP. V. 

1 Chrift beginneth his fermon upon the mount, declaring who 
are blefed: 13 hecalleth his difeiples the falt of the 
earth, the light of the world. 

ND feeing the multitudes, he went up into a 

Z mountain: and when he was fet, his difciples 

came unto him: 

2 And he opened his mouth, and taught them, 


faying, 
3 Bleffed 





ture: when God ptomifes his angels fhall keep us, it is in all God's 
ways, not in any of our own crooked paths; for although fincere 
Chriftians have the promife of the guardianthip of holy angels, yee 
then only may they expeét their protection, when they are wi king in 
the way of their duty, and ufing the means for their own prefervation, 
in the fear of God. 

8 Again the devil, &c.] Satan having now thrown off the matk, 
and attamed his own proper character, and knowing Chrift to be 
enducd with divine power, bids him furvey the furrounding nations, 
and impudently promifed him all thefe things if he woul worlhip 
him. 

13 Leaving Nazareth, he came and develt at Capernaum, &c. j 
The latter was a fea coalt town in the borders of Zabulon nnd } Neph- 
‘thalim. The fpecial providence of God, in this change of our Saviour’s 
habitation, is very confpicuous ; for by that means the prophecy in 
Tfaiah ix. 1. which declares, that in that dark part of the country, the 
Meffiah, the true light, fhould thine forth; and indeed, wherever the 
gofpel is preached among a people, it is as light fpringing up and fhining | 
forth amongft them ; quickening and enlivening, reviving and chearing 
the fouls of thofe that entertain it, how great foever their outward dark 
nefs and diftrefs may be. 


GENERAL Reriecttrowns on Chap. Iv. 


We are here taught, by our Lord’s example, in time ef temptation, 
to have recourfe to the holy fcriptures, that by faith we may repel 
the fiery darts of Satan, and learn to truft in that gracious God who 
can controul the power of hell, and caufe all things to work for our 


good. 
COMMENTARY 


Chrift’s fermon on the mount. 


Ss. MATTHEW. 


The precepts of the law extended. 





Anno 
BOMINI 


. gle 


3 Blefled are the poor in fpirit: for their’s is the 
kingdom of heaven. 

4 Bleffed are they that mourn: for they fhall be 
comforted. 

5 Bleffed are the meek : for they fhall inherit theearth. 

6 Bleffed are they which do hunger and thirft after 
righteoufnefs: for they fhall be filled. 

7 Blefled are the merciful: for they fhall obtain 
mercy. 

8 Bleffed are the pure in heart: for they fhall fee God. 

g Bleffed are the peacemakers: for they fhall be called 
the children of God. 

10 Bleffed are they which are perfecuted for righte- 
oufnefs’ fake: for their’s is the kingdom of heaven. 

11 Bleffed are ye, when men fhall revile you, and pcr- 
fecute you, and fhall fay all manner of evil againft you 
falfely, for my fake. : 

12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your 


reward in heaven : for fo perfecuted they the prophets: 


which were before you. 

13 Q Ye are the fale of the earth: but if the falt 
have loft its favour, wherewith fhall it be falted? it is 
thenceforth good for nothing, but to be caft out, and 
to be trodden under foot of men. 

14 Ye are the light of the world. 
fet on an hill cannot be hid. 

15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under 
a bufhel, but on a candleftick ; and it giveth light unto 
al] that are in the houfe. , 

16 Let your light fo fhine before men, that they may 
fee your good works, and glorify your Father which is 
in heaven. 

17 4 Think not that Iam come to deftroy the law, 
or the prophets: Iam not come to deftroy, but to fulfil. 

18 For verily I fay unto you, Till heaven and earth 
pais, one jot or one tittle fhall in no wife pafs from the 
Jaw, till all be fulfilled. ts 

19 Whofoever therefore fhall break one of thefe 
leaft commandments, and-fhall teach men fo; he fhall 
be called the leaft in the kingdom of heaven: but who- 
foever fhall do and teach ‘hem, the fame fhall be called 
great in the kingdom of heaven. 

20 For I fay unto you, That except your righteouf- 
nefs fhall exceed the righteoufne/s of the icribes and Pha- 
rifees, ye fhall in no cafe enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. 

21 Y Ye have heard that it was faid by them of old 
time, Thou fhalt not kill; and whofoever fhall kill 
fhall be in danger of the judgment : 

22 But I fay unto you, That whofoever is angry 
with his brother without a caufe fhall be in danger of 
the judgment : and whofoever fhall fay to his brother, 
Raca, fhall bein danger of the council: but whofoever 
fhall fay, Thou fool, fhall be in danger of hell fire. 

23 Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and 
oe remembereft that thy brother hath ought againft 
thee ; 

24 Leave there thy gift before thealtar, and go thy 
way: firft be reconciled to thy brother, and then come 
‘and offer thy gift. 

25 Agrce with thine adverfary quickly, whiles thou 
art in the way with him; left at any time the adverfary 


A city that is 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. V. 


3 Biefed are the poor ix /pirity &c.} From hence to the 11th verfe, 
we have a golden chain of beatitudes, which thofe real Chriftians 
fhall be partakers of, who are troly humble, meek, pious, merciful, 
holy, peaceable, and promoters of peace, and who foffer in a righteous 


_ caufe. : 


14. Ye ave the light of the world, &c.] Ye fhould, by your exemplary 
life, be as the ftandard of true religion, fet up in the fight of man, like 
»acity buile upon a hill... 
17 Think not that Iam come to deftroy the law, &c.} Our Lord hero 
gives us to underftand, that he -had no- defign to abrogate any part of 
. the moral law, or to exempt mankind froni the leaft meafure of their 
duty, either towards God or man, but that he came to fulfil it, firft, 
by giving‘a fuller and ftri€ter interpretation of it, than the Pharifees were 


- wont to give, for they.taught, that the law only reached the outward 


maa, and reftrained outward a€tions; whereas our Saviour taught, 
that the law of God is an eternal and unchangeable rule of life 


deliver thee to thejudge, and the judge deliver thee to 
the officer, and thou be caft into prifon. 

26 Verily I fay unto thee, Thon fhalt by no means 
come out thence, till thou haft paid the uttermoft far- 
thing. 

27 [ Ye have heard that it was faid by them of old 
time, Thou fhalt not commit adultery : 

28 But 1 fay unto you, That whofoever looketh on 
a woman to luil after her hath committedadultery with 
her alreacly in his heart. 

29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
and caft :¢ froin thee: for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy membrrs fhould perifh, and not ¢hat thy 
whole body fhould be calt into hell. 


Anno 
DOMINE 


3h. 


30 And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, ° 


and caft zt trom thee: for it is profitable for thee that 
one of thy members fhould perifh, and not that thy 
whole bocly fhould be caft into hell. 

31 It hath been faid, Whofoever fhall put away his 
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement ; 

32 But I fay unto you, That whofoever fhall put 
away his wife, faving for the caufe of fornication, 
caufeth her to commit adultery: and whofoever fhall 
marry her that is divorced committeth adultery. 

33 9 Again, ye have heard that it hath been faid by 
them of old time, Thou fhalt not forfwear thyfelf, but 
fhalt perform unto the Lord thine oaths: 

34 But I fay unto you, Swear not at all; neither by 
heaven; for it is God’s throne : 

35 Nor by the earth; for it is his footftool: neither 
by Jerufalem ; for it is the city of the great King. 

36 Neither fhalt thou fwear by thy head, becaufe 
thou canft not make one hair white or black : 

37 But let your communication be, Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay : for whatfoever is more than thefe cometh of evil. 

38 YY Ye have heard that it hath been faid, an eye 
for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 

39 But I fay unto you, That ye refift not evil: but 
whofoever fhall fmite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other alfo. 

4c Andif any man will fue thee at the law, and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke alfo. 

4 And whofoever fhall compel thee to go a mile, 
go with him twain. 

42 Give to him that afketh thee, and from him that 
would borrow of thee turn not thou away. 

43 9 Ye have heard that it hath been faid, Thou 
fhalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 

44 But I fay unto you, Love your enemies, blefs 
them that curfe you, do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them which defpitefully ufe you, and per- 
fecute you ; 

45 That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven: for he maketh his fun to rife on 
the eviland on the good, and fendeth rain on the juift 
and on the unjuft. 

46 For if ye love them which love you, what reward 
have ye? do not even the publicans the fame ? 

47 And if ye falute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others ? do not even the publicans fo ? 

48 J Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect. 

CHAP. 


eT 
and manners, and is to remain in force as fong as the world ftands, and 
the frame of heaven and earth endures. 

20 Except your righteoufne/s, &c.] Except from a principle of divine 
grace, in your fouls, you hate fin, and love holinefs, you are not 
Chrittians, and confequently unfit for heaven. 

29 If thy right eye offend thee, &c.] As if our Lord had faid, 
Itis your doiy to avoid whatfvever leads to fin, or may be an occafion 
of ic: if you find that the view of an enfnaring object will inflame you, 
you mutft, though not abfolutely put out youreye, yet make a cove- 
nant therewith that you will not look upon it: this is to kill fin in the 
root. 

40 Let him have thy cloke alfo.| Such like maxims as thefe imply, 
that it is much better to bear fome lofs, than fall into violent con- 
tentions, or proeeed to law-fuits. 

48 Be ye therefore perfe@, &c.| This means, not that wecan be perfect 
or finkefs, for that is impoffible: but that we fhould by the grace of , 
God, afpire to fuch degrees of piety and heavenly mindednefs as the 
prefent frail ftate of mortality will admit of, 

I GENERAL 


} 


OF almfeiving and prayer. 


CHAP. VI. VII. 





Againft rafh pudgment. 


AE OL A CELLED AA LCC LLL ELIOT A CO ACO ACS tern nae er ennai 


21 For where your treafure is, there will your heart Anno 
D 


Anno 


CHAP. VIL 


DOMINT | Cariff continuing his fermon, fpeaketh of alms, 5 prayer, 


gh 


14 forgiving our brethren, 16 fafting, 19 laying up trea- 

tre in heaven: 24 of ferving God and mammion. 
ae heed that ye do not your alms before men, 

# tobe feen of them: otherwife ye have no reward 
of your Father which is in heaven. 

2 Therefore when thou doelt thine alms, donot found 
a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites do in the fyna- 
gogucs and in the ftreets, that they may have glory of 
men, Verily [fay unto you, They have their reward. 

3 But when thou docft alms, let not thy left hand 
know what thy right hadd doeth: 

4 Thatthine alms may bein fecret: and thy Father 

which fceth in fecret himfelf fhall reward thee openly. 

5 § And when thou prayeft, thou fhale not be as 
the hypocrites are: for they love to pray ftanding in 
the fynagogues aod in the corners of the ftreets, that 
they may be feenof men. Verily I fay unto you, They 
have their reward. 

6 But thou, when thou prayeft, enter into thy clofet, 
and when thou hatt fhut thy door, pray to thy Facher 
which isin fecret; and thy Father which feeth in fecret 
fhall reward thee openly. 

7 Bat when ye pray. ufe not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for they think that they fhall be heard tor 
their much fpeaking. : 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your fa- 
ther knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye 
afk him. : 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father 
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 

10 Phy kingdom come. Thy willbe done in earth, 
as if i) in heaven. 

11 Give us this day our daily bread. 

12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. 

12 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

14 4 Por if ye forgive men their trefpaffes, your 
heavenly Father will alfo forgive you: 

15 But ifye forgive net men their trefpaffes, neither 
will your Father forgive your tre/paffes. 

16 § Moreover, when ye fait, be not, as the hypo- 
cvites, of a fad countenance: for they disfigureé their 
faces, that they may appear unto men to faft. Verily 
I fay unto you, They have their reward. 

17 Butthou, when thou fafielt, anoint thine head, 
and wath thy face ; 

18 That thou appear not unto men to faft, but unto 
thy Father which Is in fecret: and thy Father, which 
feeth in fecret, fhall reward thee openly. : 

19 § Lay not up for yourfelves treafures upon earth, 
where moth and ruft doth corrupt, and where thieves 
break through and fteal: 

20 But lay up for yourfelves treafures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor ruft doth corrupt, and where 
thicves Go not break through nor fteal : 





Generar Rerrecrrons on Chap. V. 

‘This inimitable fermen points out to us the indifpenfable neceflity 
Chrittians are under of being holy in heart and life; and that a 
mere external prof-ffion, or partial obedience, will not he acceptable 
in the fight of-God. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. VI. 


z They have their recvard.) The praife of men is the only re- 
compence they fhall have. It may be rendered, They hinder their 
reward. 

oais After this mame, &c.} ‘This celebrated and comprchenfive- 
praver is jutended as a model for our addreffes to the throne of mercy, 
fince it includes in it all that is necesfary for the piory of Ged, and our: 
happinefs and comfort. 

1g Ley st up, &c.) The meaning is, that we muft not place our. 
affections upon riches in fuch a manner, as to forget the end Gad had 
in beftowing them, namcly, his own glory, and our good and that of 
our indigent felluw-creatures. : i 

zz The light cf the body, &c.]  Unlefs the cyes of-your underfand- 
ing urc enlightened, you can fee nothing in a proper manner. - 

2 Uae cee no thought for your life, &ce}] Do not be fo anxionfly fo- 

No. 59+ 


be alfo. ; 

22 4 The light of the bady is the eye: if therefore 
thine eye be fingte, thy whole body fhall be full of light. 

23 Butif thine eye be evil, thy whole body fhall be 
full of darknefs. If therefore rhe light that is in thee 
be darknefs, how great is that darknefs! 

24 Q No man can ferve two matters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; or elfe le will 
hold to the one, and defpife the other. Ye cannot 
ferve God and mammon. 

25 Therefore I fay unto you, Take no thought for 
your life, what ye {hall eat, or what ye fhall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye fhall put on. Is not the 
life more than meat, and the body than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they fow not, 
neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much bet- 
ter than they ? 

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one 
cubic unto his ftature ? 

28 And why take yethought for raiment? Confider 
the lilies of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, 
neither do they {pin : 

29 And yet I jay unto you, That even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed: like one of thefe. ; 

30 Wherefore, if God fo clothe the grafs of the field, 
which to day is, and to morrow is caft into the oven, 
Jeall be not much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

31 Therefore take no thought, faying, What fhall 
we eat? or, What fhall we drink? or, Wherewithal 
thal! we be clothed? 

32 (For after all thefe things do the Gentiles feel :) 
for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of 
all thefe things. 

33 But feek ye firfl the kingdom of God, and his 
righteoufneis ; and all thefe things fhall be added unto 
you. 

34 Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for 
the morrow fhall take thought for the things of itfelf. 
Sufficient unto the day 7s the evil thereof. 

. CHAP. VII. 

1 Chrift proceedeth in bis fermon to condemn rafh judgment; 
6 forbiddeth the proftitution of boly things; 7 recom- 
mendeth prayer ; 13 exbortethtoenterinatthe firait gate. 

Joe ve not, that ye be not judged. 

2 For with what judgment yc judge, ye fhall be 
judged: and with what meafure ye mete, it fhall be 
meafured to you again. 

3 And why beholdeft thou the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye, but confidereft not the beam that is in 
thine own eye? 

4 Or how wilt thon fay to thy brother, Let me pull 
out the mote ont of thine eye; and, behold, a beam zs 
in thine own eye? , 

5 Thou hypocrite, firft caft out the beam out of 
thine own eye; andthen fhalt thou fee clearly to catt 
out the mote out of thy brother’s eye. 

6 § Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither’ 

calt 





licitous about thefe things, as to become fervants of mammon, and for- 

get your duty towards God. < 
33 Seck ye firft the kingdom of God, &c.] Let your firft and chief care 

be, to become a fubject in the kingdom of grace in this world, that 
thereby you may be an inheritor of the kingdom of glory in the next ; 
and in order to both, feek after an univerfal holinefs both in heart and 
life, and then fear not the want of thofe outward comforts ; they fhall 
be added in nieafure, though not in excefs; to fatisfy, though not ta 
fatiate ; for health, though not for furfeit. 

Generar Rerrectiomns on Chap, VI. 

Thefe divine leffuns fhould be always imprinted on’ our minds, and 
be ever prefent with us in the midit of our worldly conceéns, to the 
end that they may fecure us from too ftrié&t an union with them, 
and engage us chiefly to feek after the eternal goods that are rep .. 
ferved for us in‘héaven': God grant us this grace ! vot 

COMMENTARY axo NOTE’ on CHAP. VII. 
6 Gite’ vor that’ cibich is baly nats the dogs, &e.] By dogs and 
fwine are meant intorfigible and irreclaimable finners, hardened 

{corners oF holy things; we are hereby forbidden to fpeak of the facred 


my fferies of séligion before fuch pérfons, who will be apt to blafphenia 
and ridicule them. J 
BQ 7 4h 


OMINT 
Jie 


The wifdom of the doers of God’s word. S. MATTHEW. Chrift healeth the certurion’s fervant, Ec, 





Anno 
DOMINI 


Bie 


. 


caft ye your pearls before fwine, left they trample them 
under their fect, and turn again and rend you. 

_ 7% Afk, and ir fhall be given you; feek, and ye 
fhall find; knock, and it fhall be opened unto you: 

8 For every one that afketh receiveth ; and he that 
feeketh findeth ; and to him that knocketh it fhall be 
opened, 

g Or what man is there of you, whom if his fon afk 
bread, will be give him a ftone? . 

10 Or if heafk a fifh, will he give him a ferpent ? 

11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children, how much more fhall your 
.Fatber which is in heaven give good things to them 
that afk him. ; 

12 Therefore all things whatfoever ye would that 
men fhould doto you, do ye even fo to them: for this 
is the law and the prophets. 2 

13 Q Enter ye in at the ftrait gate: for wide zs the 
gate, and broad zs the way, that leadeth to deftruction, 
and many there be which go in thereat : 

14 Becaufe ftrait 7s the gate, and narrow is the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it. 

15 4 Beware of falfe prophets, which come to you in 
fheep’s clothing, butinwardly they areravening wolves. 

16 Ye fhall know them by their fruits. Do men ga- 
ther grapes of thorns, or figs of thiflles? 

217 Even fo every good tree bringeth forth good 
fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 

18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
cana corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

19 livery tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and caft into the fire. 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye fhall know them. 

2 Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that do- 
eth the will of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, Lord, 


" have we not prophefied in thy name? and in thy name 


have caft out devils? and in thy name done many won- 
derful works? 

23 And then will I profefs unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 

24 9 Therefore whofoever heareth thefe fayings of 
mine, and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wife 
man, which built his houfe upon a rock: 

2s And the rain defcended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that houfe; and it 
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. 

_ 26 And every one that heareth thefe fayings of mine, 
and doeth them not, fhall be likened unto a foolifh man, 
which built his-houfe upon the fand: 

27 And the rain dlefcended, and the floods came, and 
the winds blew, and beat upon that houfe ; and it fell: 
and great was the fall of it. ‘ p 

28 And it came to pafs, when Jefus had ended thefe 
fayings, the people were aftonifhed at his doctrine: 





7 Afks and it foall be given you, &c.] Amidit all your wants and 
diitrefles, apply yourfelves to God in fervent prayer for his affiftance ; 
and if you do this with faith, conftancy, and importunity, ye fhall 
certainly obtain whatever ye defire, as far as may be neceflary. 

19 Enter ye in at the fivait gate, &c.] AN mankind are travellers, 


_ and there are but two waysin which they walk, the one ftrait and 
: marrow, that Jeads to life and falvation; the other broad and wide, 





which Jeads to hell and deftruction; but becaufe of the apparént 
difficulties in the way to falvation (by reafon of the depravity of human 
nature); hence it is that fo few walk in the one, and fo many in the 
other. 

21 Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, &c.] Not every 
one who makes .an outward profeffion of religion, and calls upon my 
name: but they only who love and obey the truth, fhall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven. - : 

26,27 Every one that Leareth thefe Jayings of mine, &c.] As the 
houfe without foundation is eafily overturned and ruined; fo this: 
mere profeffor, who does not live fuitable to the precepts of the gofpel, 
cannot refiit the violence of temptation, and will not be able to ftand 
before God in judgment, but fhall perifh for ever. : 
oe Se ENERAL ReFrrectiowns on Chap. VIL. 

We. hence learn, that there is a neceffity of being well grounded ih 
the principles of religion, fo as to be able to diftinguifh between 


29 For he taught them as one having authority, and Aino 


not as the fcribes. 
CHAP. VITf. 


2 Chrift cleanfeth the leper ; 28 driveth the devils out of 
two men poffeffed, and fuffereth themto go into the fwine. 


Ww he was come down from the mountain, 
great multitudes followed him. 

2 And, behold, there came a leper and worfhipped 
him, faying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canit make me 
clean. 

3 And Jefus put forth dis hand, and touched him, 
faying, I will; be thou clean. And immediately his 
leprofy was clcanfed. 

4 And Jefus faith unto him, See thou tell no man; 
but go thy way, fhew thyfelf to the prieft, and offer 
he gift that Mofes commanded, for a teRimony unto 
them. ; 

5 @ And when Jefus was entered into Capernaum, 
there came unto hima centurion, befeeching him, 

6 And faying, Lord, my fervant Heth at home 
fick of the palfy, grievoufly tormented. 

a 7 And Jefus faith unto him, I will come and heal 

im. 

8 Thecenturion anfwered and faid, Lord, Iam not 
worthy that thou fhouldeft come under my roof: bur 
{peak the word only, and my fervant fhall be healed. 

9 For Tama man under authority, having foldiers 
under me: and I fay to this man, Go, and he goeth; 
and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and to my fer- 
vant, Dothis, and he docth is. 

10 When Jefus heard 74, he marvelled, and faid to 
them that followed, Verily I fay unto you, Ihavenot 
found fo great faith, no, not in Ifrael. 

11 And I fay unto you, That many fhall come from 
the ealt and weft, and {hall fit down with Abraham, 
and Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven. 

. 12 But the children of the kingdom fhall be caft 
out into outer darknefs: there fhall be weeping and 
gnafhing of tecth. 

13 And Jefus faid unto the centurion, Go thy way; 
and as thou haft believed, /o be it donc unto thee. And 
his fervane was healed in the felf-fame hour. 

414 9 And when jJefus was come into Peter’s houfe, 
he faw his wife’s mother laid, and fick of a fever. 

15 And he touched her hand, and the fever left her: 
and fhe arofe, and miniltered unto them. 

-16 FY When theeven was come, they brought unto 
him many that were poflefled with devils: and he caft 
out the {pirits with 47s word, and healed all that were 
fick: : : 

17 That it might be fulfilled which was fpoken by 
Efaias the prophet, faying, Himfelf took our infirmi- 
ties, and bare our ficknefles. 

18 ¢ Now wien Jefus faw great multitudes about 
him, he gave commandment to depart unto the other 
fide. 

ig And 











truth and error; that aur knowledge fhould not be barely {pecu- 

lative, bnt influence the heart, and appear in the life; otherwife 

Chrift will difown us when he comes to jedge the world in righ- 

teoufrefs. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. VIII. 

5 There came unto him a centurion, &c.| He was captain over an 
hundred men; and was probably a profelyte to the Jewifh religion : 
however, he appears to have been a very lumane and humble perfon. 
He came for help and healing, believing in and relying upon the power 
of Chrift. Hence we may perceive, that fuch is the freenefs of divine 
grace, that it extends itfelf to all orders and degrees of men, withouc 
exception. Even thofe who cxercife the bloody trade of war are 
within the reach of mercy. Chrift doth not fo much regard who we 
are, and whence we are, as what we are refpecting cur faith in his 
power and goodnefs, znd with whar difpofitions we come unto him, 

16 They brought unto him many that were pelfiffid cvith devils, &c.} 
It was very common, about the time of our Saviour’s coming in the 
fieth, for the devil bodily to poffefs perfons, and grievoufly torment 
them. ‘This is one of the fad and difmal evils to which fin has ex- 
\pofed us; when we give Satan the power of our hearts, it is juft that 
God fhould give him the poffeffion of our bodies. But bleffed be 


DoMingy 
Ble 


God, Jefus Chrift, in whom we truft, can deliver us from Satan’s - 


power, and al! the dreadful confequences thereof. 


a2 Bx 





Chrift cureth one fick of the palfy, 


19 Anda certain fcribe came, and faid unto him, . 
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Mafter, I will follow thee whitherfoever thou goeft. 

zo And Jefus faith unto him, The foxes have holes, 
and the bircs ct the air have nefis ; but the Son of man 
hath not where to lay Ais head. 

2t Aud another of his cifciples faid unto him, Lord, 
fuffer me firit to go and bury my’ father. 

22 But Jefus taid unto him, Follow me; and let 
the dead bury their dead. 

23 4 And when he was entered into a fhip, his dif- 
ciples followed him. / 

24 And, behold, there arofe a great tempeft in the 
fea, infomuch that the fhip was covered with the waves: 
but he was aileep. 

25 And his difciples came to Jim, and awoke him, 
faying, Lord, fave us: we perifh. 3 

26 And he faith unto them, Why are ye fearful, O ve 
of little faith ? Then he arofe, and rebuked the winds 
and the fea; and there was a great calm. \ 


27 Butthe men marvelled, faying, What manner of | 


man is this, that even the winds and the fea obey 
him! 

28 § And when he was come to the other fide into 
the country of the Cergefenes, there met him two pof- 
feffed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding 
fierce, fo that no man might pafs by thar way. 

29 And, behold, they cried our, laying, What have 
we tu do with thee, Jefus, thon fon of God? art thou 
come hither to torment us before the time? 

30 And there was a good way off from them an 
herd of many fwine feeding. 

31 So the devils befought him, faying, If thou caft, 
us out, fuffer us to go away into the herd of fwine. 

32 And he faid unto them, Go. And when they 
were come out, they went into the herd of {wine: and, 
behold, the whole herd of {wince ran violently down a 
ficep place into the fea, and perifhed in the waters. _ 

33 And they that kept them fled, and wens their 
ways into the city, and told every thing, and what was 
Befallen to the pofleffed of the devils. 

734 And, behold, the whole city came out to meet 
Jefus: and when they faw him, they befought dim that 
he would depart out cf their coatts. 


CHAP. IX. 


a 





1 Chrift curct5 one fick of the palfy; 9 calleth Matthew, 
a pat 9 


lo Gud eateth with publicans and finners. 
ND he entered into a fhip, and paffed over, and 
came into dis own city. 
2 And, behald® ‘they brought to him a man fick of 
the pally, lying an a bed: and Jefus feeing their faith 


faid unto the fitk pf the palfy ; Son, be of good cheer; § J 


thy fins be forgiven thee. 
3 And, behoigg certaigeot the f{eribes faid within 
themfelves, Thisrex blafphemeth. 
4 And jefus knowing their thoughts faid, Wheré 
fore think ye evil in your hearts? 
5 Vor whether is eafier to fay, 
thee; or to fay, Avif& and walk? 
6 But that ye may Know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive fins, (then faith he to the 





22 But Ffus feid, &c.} Our Saviour confidering the Jews as dead 


iu trefpafles and fins, therefure, ia order to convince them of their: 


awfal itate, and the danger they were in, tells them, that fuch as 

were fpiritually cead, were the moft proper to depofit in the grave 

thofe who were dead in a natural fenfe. 

32, aed he seid unto them, Go, &c.] Our bleffed Savicur might 
permit the devils thus to enter the herd as a punifhment to the Ga- 
darenes for keeping fwine, which were a fnare to the Jews; and to 
make trial of their difpofition, whether they would be more affegted 
with the lofs of their cattle, than with the recovery of their coun- 
trymen, or the faivation of their fouls by the doétrine of the gofpel. 

Gewzenat Reevecrions on Chap. Vill. 

This chapter affords a difplay of the infinite power and guodnefs of 
our Lord, in the miracles which he wrought; and aJfo the admi- 
rable faith and humility of the Roman ceaturion. The divinity’ 
alfo of Chrift is evident from the power he exercifed over the devils, 
who could do nothing without his permiffion, § 

COMMENTARY axnn NOTES or CHAP. IX.’ 

4 Aud Jofus kuswing ther thoughts, &c.] A twofold demonftration 


oy fins be forgiven 


| 
i 
i 


fick of the palfy,) Arife, take up thy bed, and go unto 
thine houfe. , 

7 And he arofe, and departed to his houfe. 

8 Burt when the multitude faw it, they marvelled, 
and glorified God, which had given fuch power unto 
men. 

9 J Andas Jefus had paffed forth from thence, he faw 
}f 2 man, named Matthew, fitting at the reccipt of cuf- 
tom: and he faith unto him, Follow me. And he 
arofe and followed him. : 


¥— houfe, behold, many publicans and finners came and 
fj fat down with him and his difciples. 

j ti And when the Pharifees faw it, they faid unto 
| his difciples, Why eateth your Mafter with publicans 
fy and finners? 
ff 312 But when Jefus heard that, he faid unto them, 
1] They that be whole need not a phyfician, but they 
that are fick. 

' 43 But go ye and learn what ¢hat meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not facrifice: for I am not come to 
call the righteous, but finners to repentance. 

14 9 Then came to him the difciples of John, fay- 
ing, Why do weand the Pharifees fait oft, but thy diG 
ciples faft not? : , 

15 And Jcfus faid unto them, Can the children of 
74 the bridechamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is 

H with them? but the days will come, when the bride- 
groom fhall be taken from them, and then fhall they 
faft. 

16 No man puttctha piece of new cloth unto anold 
garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh 
trom the garment, and the rent is made worfe. 


the bottles perifh: but they put new wine into new 
bottles, and both are preferved. 

81 | While he fpake thefe things unto them, be- 
hold, there came a certain ruler, and worthipped him, 
faying, My daughter is even now dead: but comeand 
lay thy hand upon her, and the fhall live. 

19 And Jefus arofe, and followed him, and f did 
his difciples. : 

go If And, behold, a woman, which was difeafed 
with an iffue of blood twelve years, came behind Aim, 
and touched the hem of his garment: ; 

2t For the faid within herfelf, If I may but touch 
his garment, I fhall be whole. 

; 22 But Jefusturned him about, and when he faw her, 
\ he faid, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath 

made thee whole. And the woman was made whole 

from that hour. 

23 9 And when Jefus came into the ruler's honfe, 
f and faw the minftrels and the people making a noife, 

24 He faid unto them, Give place: for the maid ig 
not dead, but fleepeth. And they laughed him to 
{eorn. 






and took her by the hand, and the maid arofe. 
26 And the fame hereof went abroad into all that 


land. ; 
§[ 27 And 


‘ 








is here given of the divinity of our Saviour. He firft lets them un- 
derftand that he knew their thoughts: for to fearch the hearts, and 
to know the thoughts of the children of men, is not in the power of 
any creature, but is the prerogative of God only. ‘Secondly, by 
forgiving fins in his own name, and by his own authority, he gave the 
world an undeniable proof and convincing evidence of his Godhead. 

9 And as Fefus paffed, &c.] Matthew feems to have been one of 
the quzeftors, or tax-gatherers, who were accounted men of the mott 
abandoned chara@ter : however, his leaving an eafy lucrative employ- 
f ment to follow the afdi€ted Jefus, proves ie 
s the Son of God. 

13 fam not come to call the righteous, &c.] came not to call fuch 
felf-righteous perfons as you Pharifess are, 2 

22 Daughter, be of good comfort, thy faith hath made thee whole, &e.] 
This miraculous cure afforded an evident proof to the woman, that 
Chrit was really God; and was alfo a fpecimen of the almighty 
power by which the refurrection of all men fhall be effeGted at the 
Jaft day. . 


27 wind 


CHAP. IX. and raifeth a ruler’s daughter from death. 
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to J And it came to pafs, as Jefus fat at meat in the 


17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: | 
elfe the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and . 


25 But when the people were put forth, he went in, 


at he believed him to be 


Pa 


me ‘ : ¢ a - . 7 . : * we 
-The apoftles fent to preach the gofpel. S.)§ MAF THEW, They are inftrutted and comforted. 


_ Anno 27 GJ And when Jefus departed thence, two blind 
PU gie men followed him, crying, and faying, T4ou fon of Da- 


vid, have mercy on us. 
28 And -when he was come into the houfe, the blind 


men cameto him: and Jefus faith unto them, Believe | 
ye that Tam able to dothis? They faid unto him, Yea, 


Lord: 


29 Then touched he their eyes, faying, According to ;[ 


your faith be it unto you. 


30 And. their. eyes were opened; and. Jefus ftraitly 


‘charged them, faying, See that no man Know it. 


his fame in all that country. 


31 But they, when they were, departed, fpread abroad 
32 J As they went out, behold, they brought to. fj 


him a dumb man pofieffed: with a devil. 


3 And when the devil was caft out, the dumb fpake: | 


and the multitudes “marvelled, faying, It was never 
fo feen in‘ Ifrael. sa aaa 


34 But the Pharifees faid,. He cafteth out devils | 


through the prince of the devils. 


35 And Jefus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their fynagogues, and preaching the gofpel | 


of the kingdom, and healing every ficknefs and every 
‘difeafe among the people. 


36 | But when he faw the multitudes, he was moved } 
with compaffion,on them, becaufe they fainted, and | 


were fcattered abroad, as fheep having no fhepherd. 


37 Then faith he unto his difciples, The harveft | 


truly zs plenteous, ‘but.the labourers are few ; 

38, Pray 

he will fend forth labourers into his harveft. 
CHAP. X. 


1 Chrift fendeth out his twelve apofiles with power to do | 


miracles ; § he inftructeth them. 


_ A ND when he had called unto Jim his twelve dif- { 
ciples, he gave them power againff unclean fpi- | 


rits, to caft them out, and to heal all manner of fick- 
nefs and all manner of difeafe. iis f 
2 Now the names of the twelve apoftles are. thefe ; 


The firft, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew § 
his brother; James the fon of Zebedee, and John his | 


brother : 

3 Philip, and Bartholomew ; Thomas, and Matthew 
the publican; James the fon of Alpheus, and Lebbeus, 
whofe furname was Thaddeus; 


4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Ifcariot, who } 


alfo betrayed him. 

59 Thefe twelve Jefus fent forth, and commanded 
them, faying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and 
inte any city of the Samaritans enter ye not: ~ 

6 But 
Ifrael. es 

7 And'as ye go, preach, faying, The kingdom of 
‘ieaven is at, hand, é 


8 Heal the. fick, .cleanfe the lepers, raife the dead, { 


cait ont devils: freely ye have received, freely give. 
9 Provide neither gold, nordilver, nor brafs in your 
purfes, a 





27 And when Fefus departed from thence, two blind men, &c.] 
It is worthy of remark, that the ruler, and others who came to Chriit 


for cure and healing, believed him to be a man unto whom almighty_ 


God had‘ communicated-divine power, bit thefe poor. blind: men be- 
“Heved him'to be‘ the Méffias, by their calling him.the Son of David; 
and-according’ to théir faith, fo was their faccefs ; theirfaith capacitated 
them’ for a-care3’apteeable to that, declaration in fcriptare: Atl: things 
are pofible’ ta-him sat‘ believeth. : 
373 98 The hgrvef traly is plenteons, &c.] . There are’ many pre- 
cious fouls-who Are ‘waiting for ‘the 


fparpafe.-? - ° Soe 
wor w&ENERAL RerrectTions on Chap. IX. : 
i¢ example before us fhews, that our Lord has refpeét to humility 








‘to truft in his word, and rely: on his goodnefs:*we fhould_alfo be- 
feech God 20° fend zealous dnd: pious: miniftets, that might labour 





with! effieacy ‘in: the- converfion -of men, and’ eftablifhment of his { 
< ukitigdom. +: : : 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X. 
_2 Apofles, &c.} This word is Greek, and fignifies. fent, becaufe 


tes 


© 








ye therefore the Lord of the harveft, that | 


go rather to the loft fheep of the houfe of | 





revelation of the Meffiah, -and-the 
communicatiéas of -his’ grace by the gofpel; pray therefore to the | 
.. Admighty, that" he) will provide fkilful and aithful minifters for that | 


“sand faith, and that the infallible means of obtaining his favour, is j 


1o Nor fcrip for your journey, neither two coats, 
neither fhoes, nor yet itaves: for the workman is 
worthy of his meat. 

1 Andinto whatfoever city or town ye fhall en- 
ter, enquire who in it is worthy; and there abide till 
ye go thence, 

12 And when ye come into an houfe, falute it. 

13 And if the houfe be worthy, let your peace come 
upon it: but if it be not worthy, let your peace return 
to you. Ss 

14 And whofcever fhall not receive you, nor hear 
your words, when ye depart out of that honfe or city, 
fhake off the duft of your feet. : ; 

15 Verily I fay unto you, It fhall be more tolerable 
for the land of Sodom and Gomorrha in the day of 
judgment than for that city. 

16 GF Behold, I fend you forth as fhceep in the 
midit of wolves: be ye therefore wife as ferpents, and 
harmlefs as doves. 

17 But beware of men: for they will deliver you up 


.te the councils, and they will fcourge you in their ty- 


nagogues ; om 

18 And ye Shall be brovght before governors and 
kings for my fake, for a tettimony againft them and 
the Gentiles. 
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19 But when they dcliver you up, take no thought , 


how or what ye fhall fpeak : for it {hall be given you 
in'thac fame hour what ye fhall {peak. 


20 For it is not ye that fpeak, but the Spirit of your 


Father which fpeaketh in you. 

21 And the brother fhall deliver up the brother to 
death, and the father the child: and the children fhall 
rife up againtt their parents, and caufe them to be put 
to death. ret 

22 And ye fhall be hated of all men for my name’s 
fake: but he that endurcth to the end fhall be faved. 
_ 23 But when they perfecute you in this city, flee ye 
into another : for verily I fay unto you, Ye thall not 
have gone over the cities of Ifrael, till the Son of man 
be come. 

24 The difciple is not above dis matter, nor the 
fervant above his Jord. 

25 It is enough for the difciple thag he be as his maf. 
ter, and the fervant as his lord. If théy have called 
thematter of the houfe Beelzebub, how much more /ball 
they call them of his houfholcd ? 

26 Fear them not therefore: for there is nothing co- 


% vered, that fhall not be revealed; and hid, that fhall 


not be known. 

27. What I tell ‘you in darknefs, that fpeak ye in 
light : and what ye hear in the ear, ‘at preach ye upon 
the houfe tops. 

28 And fear not them which kill the body, but are 
not able to kill the foul: but rather fear him which is 
abbe to deftroy both foul and body in hell. 

29 Are not two fparrows fold for a farthing ? and 
one of them fhall not fall on the ground without your 
Father. 

30 But 





Chrift fent his difciples to preach the gofpel. The reader will find a 
full account of the lives of the twelve apoftles in a work lately pub- 
lifmed, called The Life of our Lord and Saviour jefus Chriit, &c. 
printed for Alex. Hogg. 

6 But go rather to.the loft faccp of the heufe of Tracl.}  Chrift calis 
the Ifraelitcs fheep, though they were not obedient to the voice of 
their fhepherd, becaufe they were God’s chofen people ; and he calis 
them the loft fheep, becaufe they were both lott in. themfelves, and 
alfo in great danger of being eventually and finally Jolt, by the ig- 
norance and wickednefs of their fpiritual guides, the Scribes and 
Pharifees. . 

10 Neither fooes, &c.] Chrift’s defign in giving thefe dire@ions 
is, to teach his difciples to traft more to divine provisteace, than to 


| their own wifdom, or skill in providing for themiclves. 


16 I feud you forth as fbeep, &c.} Our Lord hereby intimates, that 
the enemies of the gofpel have as great an inclination to devour and 


.deftroy the minifters of Chrift, as wolves have, from their natural foe 


rocity, to deftroy-harmlefs fheep : therefore exhorts his difciples to con- 
du@ themfelves with wifdom and innocence. : 

19 Take. x0 thought how or what ye foall fp: ak, &c.] Strive not to 
make ftudied pleas, or rhetorical apologies f>r y curfelves, fiace the fpirit 
fhall di€tate to you, and fupply you with fuitable arguments, ‘ 

2 3+ 


Chrift’s teftimony- of John the Bapiift.- “CHAP. XI 


. Io For this is 4e, of whom it is written, Behold, I_ Anne 
fend my meffenger before thy face, which fhall prepare POMIN’ 
thy way beforethee. —- . ; ae 
> + 11-Verily I fay unto you, Among them that are born 
of women there bath not rifen a greater-than John the 
:-Baptift: notwithftanding he that is leaft in the king. 
‘dom of heaven is greater than ‘he: : 
r. 42 And from thedays of John the Baptift until now 
the kingdom of heaven fuffereth violerice, and: the 
-violent take it: by force, ee a a ee 
: j 3 ‘For ali the prophets and the law prophefied until 
ohn. ae 

14 And if ye.will receive it, this is Elias, which was 

fortocome. ©. .--. |. - : Re 
: 18 Heehat hath ears tohear, let him hear. 

16 But whereunto fhall I liken this generation ? It 
is like unto children fitting in’the markets, and calling 
unto their fellows, . eats acer 

17 And faying, We have piped unto you, and ye 
have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye 
have not lamented. Sy : 

18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and 
they. fay, He hath a devil. ‘ sees : 

19 ‘The fon of man came eating.and drinking, and: 
they fay, Beholda man gluttonons, and a winebibber, 

a friend of publicans and finners. But wifdom is jufti- 
fied of her children. = * ase ; 

‘: 20 J Then began he to upbraid the cities wherein 
moft of his mighty works were done, ‘becaufe they re~ 
pented not : ec : 

21 Woe unto thee, Chorazin !-woe unto thee, Beth- 

faida!for if the mighty works, which were doné in you,: 
| had been done in T'yre'and Sidon, they would ‘have re— 
pented long ago infackcloth and ashes. 

} . 22 But I fay unto you, It fhall.be more tolerable for __. 
“Tyre and Sidon at the.day of judgment, than for you. © 
23: And thou, Capernaum; which art exalted unto 

“heaven, fhalt be broughtdown tohell: for ifthe mighty 
works, which have been done in thee, had been done in 
Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 
' 24 But I fay unto you, That it fhall be more tolerable. 
foe the'land: of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for 
hee. . e Ae : : eo 

25 4 At that time Jefus anfwered and faid, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, becaufe 

‘thou haft hid thefe things from.the wife and prudent, 
and: haft revealed them unto babes. . 
. 26 Even fo, Father: for fo it feemed good in thy 





Eis graciaus invitation to the weary. 





Anno 30 But the very hairs of your head are all number- 
DOMINI 44 . Oe ed 
an 31 Fear ye not therefore,-ye are of more valde than 
many fparrows.. : . ; pe 
. 32 Whofoever therefore fhall:confefs me before men, - 
him will I confefs alfo before my Father which is in 
heaven. : : Pa: 
But whofoever fhall deny me before men, him 
will I alfo deny before my Father which is in heaven. 
34 Think not ehat I am come.tofend peace on earth: 
I came not to fend peace, but a fword. a i 
5 For I am come to fet-a man at variance againft 
his father, and the daughter againft her mother, and the 
daughter in law againft her mother in law. - 
36 And a man’s foes fhall be they of his own.houfe- 
hold. . " ‘ ; d 
37 He that loveth father or mother more than me 
is not worthy of me: and he that loveth fon or daugh- 
ter more than me is not worthy: of me. ibe 
-38 And he that taketh not his crofs; and followeth 
after me, is not worthy ofme. - =... ° 
39 He that findeth his life fhall lofe i 
lofeth his life for my fake fhall find itgRe . ‘ 
* 40 4 He that receiveth you receivaficme, and he 
that receiveth me receiveth him: that Saisimg,. : - 
_4. He that receiveth a prophet in events pro- 
re phet fhall receive a prophet’s reward; andiHe that re- 
ceiveth a righteous man in the name of arightequs man 
fhall receive a righteous man’s reward. “Mo. 
42 And whofoever fhall give to drink unto @ne of: 
thefe little ones a cup of-cold wafer only in .theiname 
of a difciple, verily I fay unto you, he fhall in. no wife 


lofe his reward.’ 
CH-A P: XI. set oa tie S 
2 Folin fendcth his difciples. to Chrift. 7 Chrift's teftimony 
tnd: concerning Fobn. — . a 
-ND it came to pafs, when Jefus had made an end 
A of commanding his twelve difciples, he departed. 
thence.to teach and to-preach ‘in their cities. - tee 
2 G Now when John had heard in the prifon the 
works of Chrift, he fent two of his difciples, 
And faid unto him, Art ¢hou he that fhould’come, 
or do we look for ‘afiother ? . ~~ a 
"4 Jefus-anfwered and faid unto them, Go and thew 
John again thofe things which ye do hear and fee: . 
5 The blind receive their fight, and the lame walk, . 
the lepers are cleanfed, and the deaf hear, -the dead are ; 
raifed up, and the poor have the gofpel preached to | 





































? and he that 


them. Re ee 5 fights: - en 
Ana bleffed is 4e, whofoever fhall not be offended 27. All things are delivéred unto me of my Father : 
in me. ee “' 9y and ab-man knoweth the Son, but the Father; nei- 


ther knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, and - 
ke to whomfoever the Son will reveal im. . _ 
#28 G Come unto me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy-laden, and I witgyive you reft: Be 
..29 Take my yok Bon you,.and Jearn of me; for". 
I am meek.and lowly in heart: and ye fhall find reft 
unto your eos oe 2 hoganese 2g 
- 29 For my. yoke zs eafy,-and my ‘burden.is light. 
2 3° vy ‘ Ys a my"burden js pent 


7- And as they departed, Jefus began to fay to the § 

« multitudes concerning John, What went ye: out into : 

: the wildernefs to fee? A reed fhaken with the wind ? 
8 But what went ye out for to fee? A man clothed 4 

in foft raiment ? behold, they that wear foft clothing are | 

in. kings’ houfes. ; ; 

9 But what went ye out for to fee? A prophet? yea, | 

J fay unto you, and more than a prophet.. 


P: te 








34. 1 came not to fend peace; but a fevord.| Confequentially,. not in- , 
tentionally ; meaning, that the purity of “your doctrines being ute 
‘terly inconfiftent with the paffions, Iuft, incredulity, and” perverfe- 
nefs of men, will provoke all fach to perfecute you ; and even ‘fathers, * 
fons, and brethren fhall deftroy one another in their fury againft the 
4x In the name of aprophet, &&.| Hofpitably, and with a pious re- ; 
gurd to his facred office. : : 
" Gewerat Rerrectirons on-Chap. X. 

It a pears from hencé,- that troubles, divifions, and perfecution, have | 
roften been raifed in the world on account of the gofpel ; but they are ; 
caufed by the depravity of men: but that neverthelefs minifters ought ° 
to be zealous in: their fatréd ‘office, and private Chriftians fhould . 
be willing to renounce all thet is dear to them to follow Jefus : 

hrift.” te Be See PONE SS oe : Patil Baas, ae 

. COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XI, ¥ +3 

3 Art thou be that fhonid comt, &c.] “It is evident, from John’s téf- 2} 
timony, concerning Chrift, (fee Luke iii. 16. Soba i. 29) ‘that he knew y 
“he was the promifed Meffiah: but fent his difciples, -én ‘order to-re- 
move their prejudices and thofe of the Jews, and confirm them in- 
+ IND, + 


the erie. faith; ‘bythe evidence of. their fenfes, and the declaration of 
Ch ete Legh theshinzdoms of beosiek, fei] "The leat infpized! 
1: Me. that is. leaf? im theskingdom of beaven, &c:] The leat infpire 
apoftle, pi estat of ie oleh erie Pico deeply into the my~" 
fteries of redemption, igs-in refpect.of the dignity of his office, greater 
than the Baptift, the immediate foe ets OFS rift, oe 
27 We have piped en Sete ois ug Fit ond oe nore Siena 
npte, shat profane men: are {och enemi¢s -of ue gofpel,. ehat. they 
feck, ciety oppottonity of vilifyiog-the charaéiee off thafs minjters and 
Chetiee whg-come, to them 3 mefages of. mercy koma the-Al~ 
mighty. Pr a 
2g f thank thee, O:father—beetufethou boft bib abele things, | 
By this we are to undésitnd.Gba’steaviag them teucheir cen dattirel or 
defying them thatlight which ehey td nprdatbeyo soe plata ‘intima 
cides teat 26 Judictelly sides se my efiee “of bpavenlywigtlom from i 
worldly-wife meh, who wilfully-xeje ied tigh fale pitefinlly perfe- > 
citeit. . ° ce tah? Sencha 
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cat eB Forte 
e at later,” &E.}_ Come tome, all |, - 

I ye that-are weary 'of-the’ flavery of fing amt Seek Feconciliagian, with * 
$ ‘@ ae we AD wet a. tek, we % 


God. a Mag Ba 3 
J oR: -Gstenay = 


"28 All ye that labour and wre kext 





Chrift healeth the withered hand, Sc. S.s MATTHEW. Of blafpheniy againfi the Hely Ghoft. 





Anno 


CHAP. XII. 


DOMINI 1 The difciples pluck the ears of corn on the fabbath day. 


Ble 


_ 31 Bla/phemy againft the Holy Ghof. 

A T- he Sac che went a the fabbath day through 
the corn; and his difciples were an hungered, 
and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat. 

2 But when the Pharifees faw if, they faid unto him, 
Behold, thy difciples do that which is not lawful to do 
upon the fabbath day. 

But he faid unto them, Have ye not read what 
David did when he was an hungered, and they that 
were with him, : . 

How he entered into the houfe of God, and did 
eat the fhewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, 
neither for them which were with him, but only for 
the. priefts ? ' 

5 ‘Or have ye not read in the law, how that on the 
fabbath days the priefts in the temple profane the fab- 
bath, and are blamelefs ? 

6 But I fay unto you, That in this place is ove greater 
than the temple. 

7 But if ye had known what this meaneth, I will 
have mercy, and not facrifice, ye would not have con- 
demned the guiltlefs. : 

8 For the Son of man is Lord even of the fabbath day. 

9 Y And when he was departed thence, he went 
into their fynagogue: 

10 And, behold, there was a man which had dis hand 
withered. And they afked him, faying, Is it lawful to 
heal on the fabbath days? that they might accufe him. 

11 And he faid unto them, What man {hall there be 
among you, that {hall have one fheep, and if it fall 
into a pit on the fabbath day, will he not lay hold on 
it, and lift 7# out? - 

12 How much then is a man better than a fheep? 
Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the fabbath days. 

13 Then faith he to the man, Stretch forth thine 
hand. And he ftretched i¢ forth; and it was reftored 
whole, like as the other. 

144 Then the Pharifees went out, and held acouncil 
againft him, how they might deftroy him. 

15 But when Jefus knew if, he withdrew himfelf 
from thence: and great multitudes followed him, and 
he healed them all; 

16 And charged them that they fhould not make 
him known: 

17 That it might be fulfilled which was fpoken by 
Efaias the prophet, faying, 

18 Behold my fervant, whom I have chofen ; my 
beloved, in whom my foul is well pleafed: I will put 
my fpirit opon him, and he fhall fhew judgment to the 
Gentiles. 

1g He fhall not ftrive, nor cry; neither fhall any 
man hear his voice in the ftreets. 

.20 A bruifed reed fhall he not.break, and {moaking 
flax fhall he not quench, till he fend forth judgment 
unto victory. . 

21 And in his name shall the Gentiles truft. 

22 ¢ Then was brought unto him one poffefled with 
a devil, blind, and dumb: and he healed him, info- 
much that the blind and dumb both fpake and faw. 

23 And all the people were amazed, and faid, Is not 
this the fon of David? 


24 ( But when the Pharifees heard it, they faid, 


GeneraL Reruectrions on Chap. XI. 


We fee, in this chapter, that nothing can fatisfy unbelieving or vicious 
“men, who reject every means of falvation, and thus become more 
hardened in fin: but whatever fuch perfons may think, it is certain, 
that the punifhment of thofe will be moftt fevere, who, living under 
the gofpel difpenfation, defpife its invitations and precepts, and tram- 
ple under foot the blood of the Son of God, : 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XII. 


3 But he faid unta them, Have ye not read, &c.] Our Lord’s reply 


may ferve for a oepreee to the hypocritical Pharifees, and for a leffon to z 


his difciples, teaching them and us, that works of mercy and neceffity, 


for.preferving our lives, and better fitting us for divine fervice, are cere * 


e . ds 
The Pharifces hereby intended to : 


tainly lawful on the fabbath day, 
ao Js t lawful to beal, &c.J 





This fellow doth not calt out devils, but by Beelzebub 
the prince of the devils. 

25 And Jefus knew their thoughts, and faid unto 
them, Every kingdom divided againtt itfelf is brought 
to defolation ; and every city or houfe divided againft 
itfelf fhall not ftand : 

26 And if Satan caft out Satan, he is divided againk 
himfelf ; how fhall then his kingdom ftand ? 

27 And if I by Beelzebub caft out devils, by whom 
do your children caft them out? therefore they fhall be 
your judges. 

28 But if I caft out devils by the Spirit of God, 
then the kingdom of God is come unto you. 

29 Or elfe how can one enter into a ftrong man’s 
houfe, and fpoil his goods, except he firft bind the 
ftrong man? ancl then he will fpoil his houfe. | 

30 Hethat is not with me is again{ft me; and he that 
gathereth not with me fcattereth abroad. 

31 Wherefore I fay unto you, All manner of fin 
and blafphemy fhall be forgiven unto men: but the 
blafphemy again/? the Holy Ghoft fall not be forgiven 
nato men. , 

32 And whofoever fpeaketh a word againft the Son 


- of man, it fhall be forgiven him: but whofoever fpeaketh 


againft the Holy Ghoft, it fhall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this world, neither in the wor/d to come. 

33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit goods 
or elfe make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: 
for the tree is known by dis fruit. : 

+c 34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, 
fpeak good things? for out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth {peaketh. 

35 A good man out of the good treafure of the 
heart bringeth forth good things : and an evil man out 
of the evil treafure bringeth forth evil things, 

36 But I fay unto you, That every idle word that 


Anno 
DOMINL 


3h. 


men fhall fpeak, they fhall give account thereofin the . 


day of judgment. 

37 For by thy words thou fhalt' be juftified, and by 
thy words thou fhalt be condemned. 

38 {| Then certain of the fcribes and of the Pharifees 
an{wered, faying, Mafter, we would fe a fign from thee. 

39 But he antwered and faid unto them, An evil and 
adulterous generation feeketh after a fign, and there 
fhall no fign be given toit, but the fign of the prophet 
Jonas: 

4o For as Jonas was three days and three nights in 
the whale’s belly: fo fhall the Son of man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth. 

41 The men of Nineveh fhall rife in judgment with 
this generation, and fhall condemn it: becaufe the 
repented at the preaching of Jonas; and, behold, a 
greater than Jonas zs here. 

42 The queen of the fouth fhall rife up in the judg- 
ment with this generation, and fhall condemn it: for 
fhe came from the uttermoft parts of the earth to hear 
the wifdom of Solomon ; and, behold, a greater than 
Solomon is here. : 

43 When the unclean fpirit is gone out of a man, he 
walketh through dry places, feeking reft, and findeth 
none. 

44 Then he faith, I will return into my houfe from 
whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth 
it empty, fwept, and garnifhed. 

45 Then: 


sender Chrift odious to the common pcople, by reprefenting him as a 
fabbath-breaker. 

26 dud if Satan, &c.| By this queftion Chrift evinced the fallacy of 
the arguments the Jews produced, and alfo the divine power by which 
his miracles were wrought; and, in the z2gth verfe, fhews, that by their 
malicioufly oppofing the truth, againft the evidence of their fenfes, and 
the conviction of their confciences, they had committed the unpardona- 
ble fin againit the Holy Ghoit. 

37 For by thy words thou foalt be juftified, &c.] According to the 
right or wrong ufing of the tongue, we may perceive whether men 
are Chriftians, or not; whether they are bound to heaven or hell; for 
by a perfon’s converfation may be known his ftate, and the frame of 
his heart; according to which every one will be judged at the great 


day. : 
0 Whoferver 


The 


Anno 
DOMINI 
gle 


parable of the fower. 


45 Then goeth he, and taketh with himfelf feven 
other fpirits more wicked than himfelf, and they enter 
in and dwell there: and the laft fate of that man is 
worfe than the firft. Even fo fhall it be alfo unto this 
wicked generation. 

46 4{ While he yet talked to the people, behold, 
his mother and his brethren ftood without, defiring to 
{peak with him. 

47 Then one faid unto him, Behold, thy mother and 
thy brethren ftand without, defiring to {peak with thee. 

48 But he anfwered and faid unto him that told 
him, Who is my mother? and who are my brethren? 

49 And he ftretched forth his hand toward his dif- 
ciples, and faid, Behold my mother and my brethren! 

50 For whofoever fhall do the will of my Father 
which is in heaven, the fame is my brother, and fifter, 
and smother. 

CHAP. XIII. 

1 The parable of the fower. 10-Why Chrift taught in pa- 
rables. 24 Divers other parables. 53 Chrif?s coun-" 
trymen are offended in him. 

HE fame day went Jefus out of the houfe, and 
fat by the fea fide. 

2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto 
him, fo that he went into a fhip, and fat; and the whole 
multitude ftood on the fhore. 

3 And he fpake many things unto them in parables, 
faying, Behold, a fower went forth to fow ; 

4 And when he fowed, fome feeds fell by the way fide, 
and the fowls came and devoured them up: 

5 Some fell upon ftony places, where they had not 
much earth: and forthwith they {prung up, becaufe 
they had no deepnefs of earth: . 

6 And when the fun was up, they were fcorched ; 
and becaufe they had no root, they withered away. 

7 And fome fellamong thorns; and the thorns fprung 
up, and choked them: 

8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth 
fruit, fomean hundrediold, fomefixtyfold, fomethirty- 
fold. 

g Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. et 

10 § And the difciples came, and faid unto him, 
Why fpeakeft thou unto them in parables ? 

11 He anfwered and faid unto them, Becaufe it is 
given unto you to know the myfteries of the kingdom 
o! heaven, but to them it is mot given. 

32 For whofoever hath, to him fhall be given, and 
he fhall have more abundance: but whofoever hath not, 
from him fhall be taken away even that he hath. 

13 Therefore fpeak I to them in parables: becaufe 
they feeing fee not; and hearing they hear not, neither 
do they underftand. ; 

14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Efaias, 
which faith, By hearing ye fhall hear, and fhall not un- 
derftancl; and feeing ye fhall fee, and fhall not perceive: 

1s For this people’s heart is waxed grofs, and their 
ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have clofed; 
left at any time they fhould fee with their eyes, and 
hear with ¢heir ears, and fhould underftand with their 
heart, and fhould be converted, and I fhould heal them. 

. 16 But bleffed are your eyes, for they fee: and your 

ears, for they hear. 


ee EY 
50 Whefoever frall do the will, &c.| Whofoever obeys my commands 
from a principle of love to God, is the neareft and deareit to me, and 
fhall be the obje@ of my favour and fpecial regard. 
Generav RerLtectrions on Chap. XII 
From the tenor of this chapter we may underftand, that mercy, juftice, 
and love, are in3ifpenfable duties ; that it is a molt dreadful thing to 
flight divine truths; and that nothing is more pleafing to the Re- 
deemer than applying to him by faith and prayer, and in the mean 
time leading a life of holy obedience to his commands. 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 
dn parables, &c.| This was an ufual method of inftruction among 
the greatelt Jewifh doers, in order to befpeak attention, and to adapt 
the doctr ne to all capacities. 5 
16 / dyed are your eyes, for they fet, &c.] Meaning, that fuch as have 
received the leait meafure of fpiritual knowledge and faving illumina- 
tion, are in a happy and bleffed condition ; for as they are made capy- 
ble or farther meafiies of divine knewledge, fo Shall they be partakers 


” of them - 


CHAP. XIII. 


The parable of the tares, ec. 


17 For verily I fay unto you, That many prophets Anno 


and righteous men have defired to {ee shofe things whic 
ye fee, and have not feen ¢hem; and to hear thoe things 
which ye hear, and have not heard them. 

18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the fower. 

19 When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, 
and underftandeth 7 not, then cometh the wicked one, 
and catcheth away that which was fown in_his heart, 
This is he which received feed by the way fide. 

20 But he that received the feed into ftony places, 
the fame is he that heareth the word, and anon with 
joy receiveth it ; 

21 Yet hath henot root in himfelf, but dureth for a 
while: for when tribulation or perfecution arifeth be- 
caufe of the word, by and by he is offended. 

22-He alfo that received feed among the thorns is he 
that heareth the word; and the careof this world, and 
the deceitfulnefs of riches choke the word, and he be- 
cometh unfruitful. 

23 But he that received feed into the good ground is 
he that heareth the word, and underftandeth zt ; which 
alfo beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, fome an hundred- 
fold, fome fixty, fome thirty. 

24 4 Another parable put he forth untothem, fay- 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is likened unto a man 
which fowed good feed in his field : 

25 But while men flept, his enemy came and fowed 
tares among the wheat, and went his way. 

-26 But when the blade was fprang up, and brought 
forth fruit, then appeared the tares alfo. 

27 So the fervants of the houfholder came and faid 
unto him, Sir, didftnot thou fow good feedin thy field? 
from whence then hath it tares? 

28 He faid unto them, An enemy hath done this, 
The fervants faid unto him, Wilt thou then that we go 
and gather them up? 2 

29 But he faid, Nay; Icft while ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up alfo the wheat with them. 

o Let both grow together until the harveft: and 
in the time of harveft I will fay to the reapers, Gather 
ye together firft the tares, and bind them in bundles to 
burn them :, but gather the wheat into my barn. 

gt F Another parable put he forth unto them, fay~ 
ing, The kingdom of heaven is like to a grain of muf- 
tard feed, which a man took, and fowed in his field: 

g2 Which indeed is the leaft of all feeds: but when 
itis grown, itis the greateft among herbs, and becometh 
a tree, fo that the birds of the air come and lodge in 
the branches thereof. 

33 Y Another parable fpake he unto them; The 
kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which a woman 
took, and hid in three meafures of meal, till che whole 
was leavened. 

34 All thefe things fpake Jefus unto the multitude 
in parables; and without a parable fpake he not unto 
them; ‘ 

35 That it might be fulfilled which was fpoken by 
the prophet, faying, I will open my mouth in parables; 
I will utterthings which have been kept fecrettrom the 
foundation of the world. 

36 { Then Jefus fent the multitude away, and went 
into the houfe: and his difciples came unto him, faying, 

Declare 
a 

21 Hath be not rest in binfelf, &c.| By the word ‘* root’ is meant 
a well-grounded faith, which works by love to God and man. 

25 But while meu flept, &c.} “This parable thews, that the 
wicked will always be mixed with the righteous in this world; and 
as iniquity can never be prevented, nor immediately punifhed, con- 
fiftently with the wifdom and goodnefs of God, every complaint is 
therefore excluded, and we are forced to acknowledge, that God is 
juft and rightcous in all his dealings with mankind, which will mani-+ 


feftly appear at the great day of retribution, when an eternal fepara- 
tion will be made between him chat feareth God, and him that feareth 
him not. "> 
33 Another parable fpake he unto them, &C.] _This and the preceding 
parable tend to fhew the progreffive nature of religion, both with refpe 
to individuals and its propagation in the world ; inafmuch a> from finall 
and unlikely beginnings, it is found to {pread and increafe, fructify 
and grow up, to the falvation of all thofe whe embrace and adhere to 


its precepts. : 
precep| 44 Agaiy 


. 
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_Anno - Declare unto us the parable of the tares of the field. 
BOMINT 37 He anfwered and faid unto.them, He that foweth 


MATTHEW. Chrift feedeth five thor fand, 


A T that time Herod the Tetrarch heard of the Anna 
fame of Jefus, DOMINI 


Divers other parables. 





3a.- 


Bis 


the good feed is the Son of man; 

38 The field is the world: the good feed are the 
children of the kingdom; but the tares are the children 
of the wicked oxe ;- : 

39 The enemy that fowed them is the devil; the 
harvelt is the end of the world ; and the reapers are 
the angels. ~ ; 

o As therefore the tares are gathered and burned 
in the fire ; fo thall it be in the end of this world. 

41 The Son of man fhall fend forth his angels, and 
they fhall gather out of his kingdom all things that 
offend, and them which do iniquity ; 

42 And fhall caft them into a furnace of fire: there 
fhall be wailing and gnafhing of teeth. : 

43 Then fhall the righteous ‘fhine forth as the fun 
in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to 
hear, Jet him hear. ’ 

44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto trea- 
fure hid in a field; the which when a man hath found, 
he hideth; and for joy thereof goeth and felleth all that 
he hath, and buyeth that field. 

459 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a 
merchant man, feeking goodly pearls: . 

46 Who, when he had found one pearl of, great 
price, went.and fold all that he had, and bought it. 

47 {| Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto‘a 
net, that was caft into the fea; and-gathered of every 


‘kind: 


48 Which when it was full, they drew to fhore, and 
fat down, and gathered the good into veflels, but cait 
the bad away. . 

‘49 So fhall it be at the end: of the world : the angels 
Shall come forth, and fever the wicked from among 
the juft, 

He And fhall caft them into the furnace of fire: 
there fhall be wailing and gnafhing of teeth. 

51 Jefus faith unto them, Have ye underftood all 
thefe things? They fay unto him, Yea, Lord. 

2 Then faid he unto them, Therefore every fcribe’ 
which is inftructed unto the kingdom of heaven is like 
unto a man ¢hat zs an-houfholder, which bringeth forth 
out of his treafure things new and old. 

53 Y And it came to pafs, that when Jefus had 
finifhed thefe parables, he departed thence. 

54 And when he was come into his own country, 
he taught them in their fynagogue, infomuch that they 
were aftonifhed, and faid, Whence hath this man this 
wifdom, and thefe mighty works? 

55§ Is not this the carpenter’s fon ? is not his mother 
caMed Mary? and his brethren, James, and Jofes, and 
Simon, and Judas? 

56 And his fitters, are they not all with us? Whence 
then hath this maz all thefe things? 

§7 And they were offended in him. But Jefus faid 
unto them, A prophet is not without honour, fave in 
his own country, and in his own houfe. 

58 And hedid not many mighty works there becaufe 
of their unbelief, : 

CHAP. XIV. 
1 Hered’s opinion of Chrift. 3 Fobn the Baptift beheaded. 

13 Five loaves-and two fifbes. 22 He walketh on the 

fea to his difciples, ; 


44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like, &c.] By the treafure 
hid in the field, and the pearl of great price, are underftood Chrift, 
the grace of the gofpel, and the way to life and falvation therein dif- 
eovered. vie? 

46 Who when he had found one pearl, &c.) The gofpel is fitly 
compared to a tteafure, fince, when cordially embraced, it enriches 
all who poffefs-it; and to a pearl, becaufe of its beauty and pre- 
cidufnefs. ; 

58 He didzot many mighty works, &:c.] Unbelief of God’s word 
is the grand obftacle which prevents the generality of mankind from re- 
‘ceiving bleflings at his hand. 
oS Ginerat Reriec tions on Chap. XIII. 

We fhould particularly attend to ‘what our Lord fays concerning the 
word, his lat coming, the end of the world, the univerfal judg- 
oN ec, z 


2 And faid unto his fervants, This.is John the Bap- 
tift; he is rifen from the dead 3 and therefore mighty 
works do fhew forth themfelves in him. 


3 F For Herod had laid hold on John, and bound A.D. 30, 


him, and put Jim in prifon for Herodias’ fake, his bro- 
ther Philip’s wife. : 
‘4 For John faid unto him, It is not lawful for thee 
to have her. ; 

5 And when he would have put him to'death, he 
feared the multitude, becaufe they counted him as a 
prophet. 

6 But when Herod’s birthday was kept, the daughter 
of Herodias danced before them, and pleafed Herod. 

7 Whereupon he promifed with an oath to give her 
whatfoever fhe would afk. 

8 And fhe, being before inftructed of her mother, 
faid, Give me-here John Baptift’s headin a charger. 

9-And the king was forry: neverthelefs for the oath’s 
fake, and them which fat with him at meat, he com- 
manded 7 to be given her. ; 

to And he fent, and beheaded John in the prifon. 

az And his head was brought in a charger, and 
given to the damfel: and fhe brought i# to her mother. 

12 And his difciples came, and took up the body, 
and buried it, and went and told Jefus. : 


13 § When Jefus heard of zt, he departed thence A.D. 32, 


by thip into a defert place apart : and when the peoples 
had heard thereof, they followed him on foot out of 
the cities. 

14 And Jefus went forth, and faw a great multitude, 
and was moved with compaflion toward them, and he 


- healed their fick. 


15 And when it was evening, his difciples came to 
him, faying, This is a defert place, and the time is now 
paft; fend the multitude away, that they may go into 
the villages and buy themfelves victuals. 

16 But Jefus faid unto them, They need not depart ; 
give ye them to cat. . 

17 And they fay unto him, We have here but five 
loaves, and two fifhes. 

18 He faid, Bring them hither to me. 

t9 And he-commanded the multitude to fit down 
on the grafs, and took the five Joaves, and .the two 
fifhes, and looking up to heaven, he blefled, and brake, 
and gave the loaves to is difciples, and the difciples to 
the multitude. Ms 
_ 20 And they did all eat, and were filled: and they 
an up of the fragments that remained twelve bafkets 

ull. 

21 And they that had eaten were about five thous 
fand men, befide women and children. 

22 @ And ftraightway Jefus conflrained his difciples 
to get into a fhip, and to go before him unto the other | 
fide, while he fent the multitudes away. 

23 And when he had fent the multitudes away, he 
went up into a mountain apart to pray : and when the 
evening was come, he was there alone. 

24 But the ihip was now in the midft of the fea, 
tofled with waves: for the wind was contrary. 

25 Andin the fourth watch of the night Jefus went 
unto them, walking on the fea. 
~ 26 And when the difciples faw him walking on the . 

: fea, 
ment, and the punifhment of the wicked ; fo that by watchfulnefs unto 
rayer, and a faithful perfeverance in the fervice of God, we may not 
e furprifed at that terrible day. - 7 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 
1 Vhe Tetrarch, &c.) Governor of the fourth part of a kingdom. 
2 He is rifen from the dead, &c.] ‘Herod being a Sadducee, be~ 


lieved in the refurrection, or the foul’s immortality ; neverthelefs, this 
paflage being as it were extotted from him, evidences that che Jews be- 


- lieved that- do&rine. . 


10 He fent and beheaded Fob, &«.) Providence fo permitted it to be, 
that the people might no longer be divided between him and Chrift, but 
follow and adhere to the Meiliah, * 

25 The fourth watch, &c.} ‘The firft began at fix in the evening, the 
fecond at nine, the third at twelye-or midnight, and the fourth at three 
in the morning. ; 

27 Be 








pOM 


; The feribes and Pharifees reproved. 7 


, Anno fea, they were troubled, faying, Ic isa fpirit ; and they. 


32: 


cried out for fear. 

27 But ftraightway Jefus fpake unto them, faying; 
Be of pood cheer; it is I; be not a raid. : 

28 And Peter anfwered him and faid, Lord, if it be 
thou, bid me come unto thee on the water. | 

29g And he faid, Come. And when Peter was come 
down out of the fhip, he walked on the water; to go 
to Jefus. 

30 But when he faw the wind boifterous, he was 
afraid ; and beginning to fink, he cried, faying, Lord, 
fave me. 

32 And immediately Jefus flretched forth Ais hand, 
arid caught him, and faid unto him, O thou of little 
faith, wherefore didf thou doubt ? a 

22 And when they were come into the fhip, the 
wind ceafed. 

33 Then they that were in the thip came and wort- 
fhipped him, fay ing, Of a truth thou art the Son of God. 

34 YJ and whenthey were gone over, they came into 
the Jand ot Gennefaret. ’ ; 

35 And when the men of that place had knowledge 
of him,they fent out into all that country round about, 
and brought unto him all that were difeafed 5 

36° And befought him that they might only touch 
the hem of his zarment ; ahd as many as touched were 
made perfetily whole. 

CHAP. XV. 

1 Chrift reproveth the feribes and Pharifees. 10 What de- 
fleth aman. 23 He bealeth divers, 32 and feedeth 
Sour thoufand. ; : 

Rasta came to Jefus feribes and Pharifees, which 

were of Jerufalem, faying, aos ; 

2 Why do thy difciples tranfgrefs the tradition of 
the elders? for they wath not their hands when they 
eat bread. . : 

3 But he anfwered and faid unto them, Why do yé 
alfo tranfgrefs the commandment of God by your tra- 
dition? ” 

4 For God commanded, faying, Honour thy father 
and mother: and, He that curfeth father or mother, 
let him die the death.” aoa, 

5 But ye fay, Whofoever fhall fay to dis father or bis 
mother, J¢ is a gift, by whatfoever thou mighteft be 
profited by me; afe 

6 And honour not his father or his mother, 4e /bail 
be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God 
of none effect by your tradition. oe o 

7 Ye hypocrites, well did Efaias prophefy of you, 
faying, : 

8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their 
mouth, and honoureth me with ¢heir lips; but their 
heart is far from me. 

9 But in vain they do worfhip me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men. rs 

10 G And he called the multitude, and faid unto 
them, Hear, and underftand: ‘ 

1t Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a 
man; but that which cometh out of the mouth, this 
defileth a2 man. 

tz Then came his difciples, and faid unto him, 
Knoweft thou that the Pharifees were offended, after 
they heard this faying ? tet 

13 But he anfwered and faid, Every plant, which 
my heavenly Father hath not planted, fhall be rooted up. 


LTT A Ye A SN EE EE TE aD 

27 Be of good cheer; it is I, &c.) Literally, Be of good cheer, lam ; 
a form of {peech.ufed by the one and trae God, to exprefs his eternal 
exiftence, or the truth of his Godhead. poet 

g1 O thon af littl faith, wherefore didff thou doubt ?] Peter affords an 
inftance, whereby we fec, that a perfon may.be a true believer, who 
neverthelefs is fometimes doubting : by which the faithfulne& of God is 
qgueftioncd, and out faith eclipfed for a feafon. 


* Gewerat REFLECTIONS on Chap, XIV. 


‘This chapter is an admonition’ tp. minifters to rebuke wicked perfons 
with courage and zeal, and fhews that impurity is odious in the fight 
of :43, The fear of Peter indicates, that Chriftians are no Jonger 
f-cure, than while they live by faith in the Son of God, and walk as 
in bis prefence. a 

No, 60, .e 


CHAP. XV. 


: Lord, help me. 





What that is.which defilethsa,mat:. ~ 


= hey be blind leaders of the Anno 
blind, And if the blind “ead the blind, both fhall fall PON'S” 


14 Let them alone: 
into the ditch. . os ; 

15 Then arifwered Peter and faid unto him, Declare 
unto us this parable. 

16 And Jefus faid, 
ftanding ? ; . 

17 Do not ye yet underftand, that whatfoever en- 
tereth in at the mouth goeth into the belly,.and is. caft 
out into the draught ? 3 : , : 

18 But thofe things which proceed out of the mouth 
come forth from the heart ; and they defilethe man. _ 

19 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mur- 
ders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, falfe witnefs, blaf-- 


‘Are ye alfo yet without under- 


- phemies : 


20 Thefe ate the things which defile aman: but to 
eat with unwathen hands defileth nota man. . es 

21 G Then Jefus went thence, and departed into. 
the coafts of Tyre and Sidon. ea 

22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of 
the fame coafts, and cried unto him, faying, Have. 


mercy on me, O Lord, thou fon of David ; my daughter 


is grievoufly vexed with a devil. : : 
23 But he anfwered her not a word. And his dif. 
ciples came and befought him, faying, Send her away; 
for fhe crieth after us. : 
24 But he anfwered and faid, I am not {ent but unto. 
the loft theep of the houfe of Ifrael. 
25 Then came fhe and worhhipped him, faying, 


26 But he anfwered and faid, It is not meet to take. 


‘the childrens’ bread, and to caft it to dogs. 


27 And fhe faid, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat.of - 
the crumbs which fall from their mafters’ table. 
28 Then Jefus anfwered and faid unto her, O woman, . 


great is thy faith: beict unto thee even as thou wilt. . 


And her daughter was made whole from that very hour. 
29 4 And Jefus departed from thence, and came. 
nigh unto the fea of Galilee ; and went upinto a moun. 


“tain, and fat down there. 


30 And great multitudes came unto him, -having’ 
with them ¢hofe that were lame, blind, dumb, maimed,; 


{and many others, and caft them down at Jelus’ feet 5 


and he héaled them: 


. gt Infomuch that the multitude wondered, when. 
they faw the dumb to fpeak, the maimed to be whole, 
the lame to walk, and the blind to fee : and they glori+~- 


fied the God of Ifrael. 


32 4 Then Jefus called his difciples unto bim, and 


faid, I have compafiion on the multitude, becaufe they 
continue with me now three days, and have nothing to. 
eat: and I will not fend them away fafting, left they 
faint in the way. . - es 
33 And his difciples fay unto him, Whence fhould, 
we have fo much. bread in the wildernefs, as to fill fo 
gréat a multitude ? : ; : ae 
34 And Jefus faith unto them, How many loaves 
have ye? And they faid, Seven, and a few little.fifhes. 
35 And he commanded the multitude to fit down on 
the ground. : : ; Pe 
36 And he took the feven-loaves and the fifhes, and 
ave thanks, and brake /bem, and gave to his difciples, 
and the difciples to the multitude. . 
37 And they did all eat, and were filled: and the 


took upof thebrokenmeaéthat was left feven bakkets full.” 


38 And 


TT SE aE a a TT aS 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XV. 


. § It ts a gift, by whatfeever, &c.] The Jewith doftors taught that 
children might affign their riches to the ufe of the temple, without pay- 
ing the leit regard to their poor or afflicted parents; thus making void 
the fifth commandment by their tradition. oe ie 

+ 13 Every plant, &c.) | Every doftrine, which, like their vain tradi- 
tions, is not founded on divine inftitution, and the nature of things, but 


| human invention, fhall be rooted-up. 


. 31° They glorified the God of [fracl.) They acknowledged his faith- 
fulnefs in fending the promifed Mefliah, and praifed him for his-‘mighty 
and falutary works, 


3S) 


Ganrrar 


meee 





Anno ° 


‘Peter's confefpon of Chrift. . 


38 And they tiat did eat were four thoufand men, 


POMINI befide women and children. ? 


Bt. 


39 And he fent away the multitude, and took thip, 
‘and came into the coafts of Magdala. ~ , 
8 . G@HAP. XVI. ; 
x The Phavifees require a fign. 4 Jefus warneth his dif- 
ciples againft their leaven. 13 The people's opinion, and 

: Peter’s confeffion, of Ghrift. 21 Fefus forefheweth bis own 

death. 24 Affiction to be borne. 

WHE Pharifees ‘alfo with the Sadducees came and 

tempting defired him that he would fhew thema 

fign from -heaven. : , 

-"g Heanfwered and faid unto them, When it is'even- 
ing, ye fay, Jt will be fair weather: for the fky is red. 

3 And ih the morning, Jt will be foul weather to day: 
for the fky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye 
can difcern the face of the fky ; but'can ye not difcernz 
the figns of the times? ‘ 

4 Awicked and adulterous generation feeketh after 
a fign ; and there fhall no fign be given unto it, but 
the fign of the prophet Jonas. And he left them, and 
departed. 

‘And when his difciplés were come to the other 
fide, they had forgotten to take bread. 

& Then Jefus faid unto them, Take heed and beware 
6f the leaven of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees. 

7 And they reafoned among themfelves, faying, Jt zs 
becaufe we have taken no bread. 

8 Which when Jefus perceived, he faid unto them, O 
ye of little faith, why reafon ye among yourfelves, 
becaufe ye have brought no bread ? 

9 Do ye not underftand, neither remember the five 
loaves of the five thoufand, and how many bafkets ye 
took up? at 

. 10 Neither the feven loaves of the ‘four thoufand, 
and how many bafkets ye took up? - 

'. g2 Howis it that ye do not underftand that I fpake 
#f not to you concerning bread; that ye fhould beware 
of the Ileaven of the Pharifees and of the Sadducees? 

12 Then underftood they how that he bade them not 
beware of the leaven of bread, but‘of the doctrine of 
the Pharifees and of the Sadducees. 

13 §| When Jefus came into the’ coafts of Cefarea 
Philippi, he afked his difciples, faying, Whom do men 
fay that I the Son of man am? 

. 14 ‘And they faid, Some /ay that thou art John the 
Baptift: fome, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of 
the prophets. : 

15 He faith unto them, But whom fay ye that lam? 

16 And Simon Peter anfwered and faid, Thou art 
the Chrift, the Son of the living God. 

17 And Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Bleffed 
art-thou, Simon Bar-jona : for flefh and blood hath not 
revealed it untothee, but my Father which is in héaven.. 

18 And I fay alfo unto thee, That thou art Peter, 


and upon this rock J will build my church; and the: { 


gates of hell fhall not prevail againftit. 
19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the king- 


‘dom of heaven: and whatfoever chow fhalt bind on 


earth fhall be bound in heaven: and whatfoever thou 
fhalt loofe-on earth fhall be loofed in heaven. 


20 Then charged he his difciples that they fhould 


tell no man that he wee the Chrift. - 
21 | From that time orth began Jefus to fhew unto 


CC ILO LE LL SE CIC, 

. Generar Rerrections on Chap. XV. oe 

A molt important leffon is contained in this chapter, namely, that mere 

extemal aétions do not defile many, and render them guilty before 

God, but chiefly the wicked thoughts and motions of the heart, and 

« defires téridinig to impurity, unrighteotifnefs, pride, flander, and other 
- fins chat are offenfive to God. . y 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XVI. 


3 Ye can difeerm the face of the fey, &c.] Ye can judge of natural 


objedts, but thofe which relate to the Mefiah and bis kingdom you are: § F 


utter ftrangers to. 


. 18 Thor ard Peter, and: upon this rock, &c.}. ‘The pai ifts abfurdly, 


_ infer, that Peter was the rock on which Chrift intended to build his 


church: in which cafe it would have but a precasions foundation : but 


_ ghe meaning is, On the faith which thou hat expreffed, and the decla- 


8 MATTHEW. 


qy day. 








The transfguration of Chrift, 


“his difciples, how that he muft go unto Jerufalem, and Anco . 


. fuffer many things of the elders and chief priefts an 
feribes, and be killed, and be raifed again the third 


22 Then Peter took him, and began to rebuke him, 
faying, Beit far from thee, Loro: this fhall not be unto 
thee. ; 

23 But he turned, and faid unto Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto me: for 

’ thou favoureft not the things that be of God, but thofe 
that be of men. 

24 4 Then faid Jefus unto his difciples, If any man 
will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up 
his crofs, and follow me. : 

25 For whofoever will fave his life fhall Jofe it: 
and whofoever will lofe his life for my fake fhall find it. 

26 For what is a man profited, if he fhall gain the 
whole world, and lofe his own foul? or what fhall aman 
givein exchange for his foul]? 

27 Vor the Son of man fhall come in the glory of 
his Father with his angels; and then he fhall reward 
every man according to his ‘work. 

28 Verily I-fay unto you, There be fome ftanding 
here, which fhall not tafte of death, till they fee the Son 
of man coming in his kingdom. 

CHAP, XVII 
1 The transfiguration of Chrift: 14. He healeth the luna- 
tick, 22 foretelleth bis paffion, 24. and payeth tribute. 
ND after fix days Jefus taketh Peter, James, and 
John his brother, and bringeth them up into an 
high mountain apart, 

2 And was transfigured before them: and his face 
did fhine as the fun, and his raiment was white as the 
light. 

= And, behold, there appeared unto them Mofes 
and Elias talking with him. . . 

4 Then anfwered Peter, and faid unto Jefus, Lord, 
it is good for us to be here; if thou wilt, let us make 
here three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Mofes, 
and one for Elias. 

5 While he yet fpake, behold a bright cloud over. 
fhadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, 
which faid, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleafed ; hear ye him. 

6 And when the difciples heard i/, they fell on 
their face, and were fore afraid. 

7 And Jefus came and touched them, and faid, Arife, 
and be not afraid. a 

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they faw 
no man fave Jefus only. . 

9 And as they came down from the mountain, Jefus 
charged them, faying, Tell the vifion to nv man, until 
the Son of man be rifen again from the dead. 

10 ¥ And his difciples afked him, faying, Why then 
fay’the fcribes that Elias muft firft come? 

rr And Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, Elias 
truly fhall firft come, and reftore all things. 

12 But I fay unto you, That Elias is come already, 
and they knew him not, but have done unto him what- 
foever they lifted. Likewife fhall alfo the Son of man 
fuffer of them. . 

13 Then the difciples underftood that he fpake unto 
them of John the Baptitt. 

14 Y And when they were come to the multitude, 

‘there 





| sation thou haft uttered, that I am the Son of God, the true Meffiah, 
» my church {all my faithful followers) fliall be built, and enabled to 
_ withftand all the force of hell united cogether. 


Generan Rereecrions on Chap. XVI. 


tf From hence we may Jearn, that irreligious perfons difregard divine-trsths, 


while the upright and fincere embrace them ; that the profane pervert 
the plaineit {criptures to the bafeft purpofes ; that the remains of un-- 
belief may be found in the beft of men : and that the falvation or lof 
of the foul is-of infinite importance. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XVIL 


5 Hear ze‘hin.] Regarggbis gracious words with the utmat atten- 
; ion. - 


16 Elias it come, &e.] Meaning John the Baptift, in the fpirie and 
power of Elias. 
zo, 2: Beowufe 


DOMIsi 
d gz. 


and how td treat an offending brother. 





© HA-P. XVIII 


Chrift. teaches to avoid offences, 





3% 


15 Lord, have mercy on my fon: for he is lunatick, 
and ‘fore: vexed : for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, 
and oft into the water. T 

-16 And I--brought him to thy difciples, and they 
could-not ¢ure him. - | , 

17 Then Jefus anfwered and faid, O faithlefs and 

erverfe generation, how long fhall I be with‘you? how 

Forig ‘fhall I fuffer you ? bring him hither to me. 

18 And Jefus rebuked the devil ;- and he departed 
out of him: ‘and the child was ‘cured from that very 
hour, . , 

- 19 Then came the difciples to Jefus apart, and faid, 
Why could not we caft him out? 

. go And Jefus faid unto them, Becaufe of your un- 
belief: for verily I fay unto you, If ye have faith asa 
grain of muftard feed, ye fhall fay unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place ; and it fhall remove; 
and nothing fhall be impoffible unto you. : 

21 Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer 
and fafting. : : : 

22 § And while they abode in Galilee, Jefus faid 
unro them, The Son of man fhall be betrayed into the 
hands of men: 

23 And they fhall kill him, and the third day he 
Shall be raifed again. And they were exceeding forry. 

24 § And when they were come to Capernaum, 
they that received tribute money came to Peter, and faid, 
Doth not your mafter pay tribute? 

2s He faith, Yes. And when he was come. into 
the houfe, Jefus prevented him, faying, What thinkeft 
thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take 
cuftom or tribute? of their own children, orof ftrangers; 

26 Peter faith unto him, Of ftrangers. Jefus faith 
unto him, Then are the children free. 

- a7 Notwithftanding, left we fhould offend them, 

xo thou to the fea, and caft an hook, and take up the 
fith that firft cometh up; and when thou halt opened 
his mouth, thou fhalt find a piece of money: that take, 
and give unto them for me and thee. 

CHAP. XVII. 


1 Chrift warneth his difciples to be humble: 15 teacheth 


us how to deal with our brethren: 23 Jetting it forth by 

- the parable of a king that-took account of his fervants. 
-f T the fame time came the difciples unto Jefus, 
“\ faying, Who is the greateft in the kingdom of 
heaven ? 
- 2 And Jefus called a little child unto him, and fet 
him in the midft of them, : 

3 And faid, Verily I fay unto you, Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye fhall not 
énter into the kingdom of heaven. 

Whofoever therefore fhail humble himfelf as this 
little child, the fame is greateft in the kingdom of hea- 
ven. 

5 And whofo fhall receive one fuch little child in 
my name receiveth me. 


6 But whofo fhall offend one of thefe little ones: 


which believe in me, it were better for him that a mil- 
ftone were hanged about his neck, and that he were 
drowned in the depth of the fea. 
_ 4 FY Woe unto the world becaufe of offences! for it 
mutt needs be that offences come; but woe to that man 
by whom the offence cometh! 

8 Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut 
them off, and caft them from thee: it is better for thee 





20, .21 Becaufe of your unbelief, &c.] Infidelity will always prove a 
bar to the favour of the Almighty ; while on the contrary, faith and 
prayer, founded on-the veracity of God in the {criptures, willenable us 
to furmount every difficulty. : 

25 Of-suhom do the kings of the earth take cuftom or tribute, &c.], ‘This 

ueftion implies, that if the tax was levied for the fervice of the temple, 
en our Saviour was under no obligation to pay it, being the Son of 
God, -to whom it was dedicated. . : 
Genera, RerLrections on Chap, XVIL. : 


Blew is fet befoxe us the cfficacy of faith and prayer: alfo the won- 
a 


9 And if thine eye offend thee; pluck it out, and 
caft i from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life 
with ‘one eye, rather than having two eyes to be caft 
into hell fire. : 

10 J Take heed that ye defpife not oné of thefe little 
ones; for I fay unto you, That in heaven their angels 
do always behold the fate of my Father which is in 
heaven. , 

11 For the Son of man is come to fave that which 
was loft. : 

12 How think ye? if aman have an hundred fheep,; 
and one of them be gone aftray, doth he not leave the 
Ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and 
feeketh that which is gone aftray? 

13 And if fo be that he find it, verily I fay unto 
you, he rejoiceth more of that /Leep, than of the ninety 
and nine which went nor aftray. 

14 Even fo it is not the will of your Father which is 
in heaven, that one of thefe little ones fhould perifh. 

15 § Moreover if thy. brother fhall trefpafs againft 
thee, go and tell him his fault between thee and him 
alone: if he fhall hear thee, thou haft gained thy bro- 
ther. . 

16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee 
one or two more, that in the mouth of two or three 
witneffes every word may be eftablifhed.’ 

17 And if he fhall negleét to hear them, tell 7# unto 
the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let 
him be unto thee as.an heathen man and a publican. 

18 Verily I fay unto you, Whatfoever ye fhall bind 
on earth fhall be bound in heaven, and whatfoever ye 
thal! loofe on earth fhall be loofed in heaven. 

19 Again I fay unto you, That if two of you fhall 
agree on earth as touching any thing that ye fhall afk, 
it fhall be done for them of my Father which is in hea- 
ven. 

20 For where two or three are gathered. together in 
my name, there am Lin the midft of them. 

21 Y Then came Peter to him, and faid, Lord, how 
oft fhall my brother fin againft me, and] forgive him? 
till feven times ? : 

22 Jefus faith unto him, I fay not unto thee, Until 
feven times: but, Until feventy times feven. 

23 Therefore is the kingdom of heayen likened unto 
acertain king, which would takeaccount of his fervants. 

24 And when he had began toreckon, one was 
brought unto him, which owed him ten thoufand ta- 
lents. 

25 But forafmuch as he had not to pay, his lord 
commanded him to be fold, and his wife, and children, 
and all.that he had, and payment to be made. 

26 The fervant therefore fell down, and worfhipped 
him, faying, Lord, have patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. , 


27 Then the lord of ‘that fervant was moved with: 


compaffion, and loofed him, and forgave him the debt. 

28 But the fame fervant went out, and found one of 
his fellowfervants, which owed him an hundred pence: 
and he laid hands on him, and took dim by the throat, 
faying; Pay me that thou oweft. 

29 And his fellowfervant fell down at his feet, and 
befought him, faying, Have patience with me, andI 
will pay thee all. 2 

30 And he would not: but went and caft him into 
prifon, till he fhould pay the debt. 


ET 
derful humility and condefcenfion of Chrift,.in paying the tribute 
money ; which fhould be an example tous, that we fubmi:t to govern= 
ment, and fubmit to its fupport without grudging; bat efpecially 
where the fervice of God and works of piety require it. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, XVUL 


8 Uf thy band or thy foot offend thee, &c.] Let nothing, how Vear 
foever to thee, prove a hindrance to the performance of your dary. 
zo In my names &c.] Where any meet as Chriftians, to p-ay or 
converfe together on divine things for their mutual improvement, there 


I will be prefent to confer favour and illumination. é 
35 98 


"Amo there came to him-a cerfain‘man, kneeling down to |{ to etter into life halt or mainied; rather than having ‘Anno’ 
BOMINE him, and faying, '- + .: Peay aa : two hands or two feet to be caft into everlafting fire.. Pa 


Chrift’s anfwer concerning. divorces. S. MAT FHEW.. 
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DoOMI 


32. 


.31 So when his fellowfervants faw what was done, 


NI they were very forry, and cameand told unto their lord 


all that was done. 

32 Then hislord, after that he called him, faid unto 
him, © thou wicked fervant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, becaufe thou defiredit me: 

Shouldeft not thou alfo.have had compaffion on 
thy fellowfervant, even as I had pity on thee? 

34 And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to 
the tormentors, till he fhould pay all that.was due unto 
him. ‘ : 

35 So likewife fhall my heavenly Father do alfo 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one 
his brother their trefpaffes. 

CHAP: XIX. 
1 Chrift healeth the fick in Fudea: 3 anfwereth concerning 

divorcement : fheweth when marriage is neceffary: 13 

_and receiveth little children. ee : 

ND it came to-nafs that when Jefus had finifhed 

‘A thefe fayings, he departed from Galilee, and came 
into the coafts of Judea, beyond Jordan ; 

2 And great multitudes followed him ; and he heale 
them there. : ve 

3 ( The Pharifees alfo came unto him, tempting 
him, and faying unto him, Is it lawful for a man to put 
away his wife for-every caufe? 

4 And he anfwered and faid unto them, Have ye not 
read, that he which made ¢4em at the beginning made 
them male and female, 

.5 And faid, For this caufe fhall a man leave father 
and mother, and fhall ‘cleave to his wife: and they 
twain fhall be one flefh ? 7 

6 Wherefore they are no more twain, but one flefh. 
What therefore God hath joined together, let not man 
put afunder. 

4 They fay unto him, Why did Mofes then com- 
mand: i give a writing of divorcement, and to put her 
away ? 

8 He faith unto them, Mofes becaufe of the hard- 
nefs of your hearts fuffered you to put away your wives: 
but from the beginning it was not fo. 

9 And I fay unto you, Whofoever fhall put away his 
wife, except it be for fornication, and fhall marry ano- 
ther, committeth adultery : and whofo marrieth her 
which is put away doth commit adultery. : 

10 His difciples fay unto him, If the cafe of the 
man be fo with 4is wife, it is not good to marry. 

11 But he faid unto them, All mez cannot receive 
this faying, fave they to whom it is given. 

12 For there are fome eunuchs, which were fo born 
from their mother’s womb: and therearefome eunuchs, 
which were made eunuchs of men: and there be eu- 
nuchs, which have made themfelves eunuchs for the 
kingdom of heaven’s fake. He that is able to receive 
tt, let him receive z¢. 

13 G Then werethere brought unto him littlechildren, 
that he fhould put 47s hands on them, and pray: and 
the difciples rebuked them. 





35 So likeqwife fall my heavenly Father do aljo untoyou, &c.| An awful 
threatening, fufficient to ftrike with terror the moft fierce and implacable 
mid; and difcountenance every {pecies of revenge. 

GeneERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XVIII. 

In this chapter are inculcated the neceffity of humility, meeknefs, hof- 
pitality and benevolence; and the dreadful effeéts of pride, covetouf- 
nefs, ambition, and revenge among Chriftians. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 

. 39 4 The Pharifees alfo came unto him, tempting him, &c.] By the 

Jaw of Mofes, no man could put away his wife, except for inconti- 

nency : the Pharifees taught otherwife: but our Lord eftablifhes the 

divine law ; and alfo condemns the prattice of polygamy or the having 
more wives than one, as inconfiftent both with the law of -God-and 
nature. : ‘ 

1 12 There be eunnchs, &c.], Meaning, that fome have, by the grace of 

God, lived chaftely in a ftate of celibacy, that they might attend without 

diftration to the duties and pra¢tice of religion. : P 
22 Offuch, &c.} That ts, true Chriftians refemble children in their 

teachablenefs, innocence, fimphcity, humility, and meeknefs. 

21 Fefus faid urtohim, &c.] This injunction evidenced the avarice 
of the youth, who would part with nothing for- religion; though 
he could vainglorioufly affert (as it coft him nothing but a lie) that 
he had from his childhood kept the law without the Ieaft deyia- 
tion. 


14 But Jefus faid 


, Suffer little children, and forbid 


.them not, to come unto me: for of fuch is the king- 


dom of heaven. ms 
1g And he laid 4s hands on them, and departed 
thence. A ; 

16 § And, behold, one came and faid unto him, 
Good Matter, what good thing fhall I do, that I may. 
have eternal life. . . 

17 And he faid unto him, Why calleft thou me 
good? there is none good but one, that is,.God: butif 
thou wilt enter into life. keep the commandments. 

18 ‘He faith unto him, Which? Jefus faid, Thou 
fhalt do no murder, Thou fhalt not commit adul- 
tery, Thou fhalt not fteal,: Thou fhalt not bear falfe 
witnefs, . : 

19 Honour thy father and ¢4y mother z and, Thon 
fhalt Jove thy neighbour as thyfelf. : 

20 The young man faith unte hiny, All thefe things 
have I kept from my youth wp: what lack Tyet? — . 

2t Jefus faid unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go 
and fell that thou haft, and give to the poor, and thou 
fhalt have treafure in heaven: and come azd follow. 
me. 

22 But when the young man heard that faying, he 
went away forrowful: for he had great .poffeflions. 

‘23 "[ Then faid Jefus unto his difciples, Verily I 
fay unto you, That a ricli man _fhall hardly enter into. 
the kingdom of heaven. Oo ts 

24 And again | fay unto you, It is eafier for a camel. 
to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man. 
to enter inte the kingdom of God. ; : 

25 When his difciples heard it, they were exceed- 
ingly amazed, faying, Whothen can be faved? 


26 But Jefus beheld them, and faid unto them, With’ 


men this is impoffible; but with God all things are 
poffible. © ; ; 

27 Q Then anfwered Peter and. faid unto him, Be- 
hold, we have forfaken all, and followed thee; what 
fhall we have therefore? 

28 And Jefus faid unto them, Verily I fay unto you, 
That ye which have followed me in the regeneration, 
when the Son of man fhall fit in the throne of his glory, 
ye alfo fhall fit npon twelve thrones.judging- the twelve. 
tribes of Ifrael. : 

29 And every one that hath forfaken houfes, or bre- 
thren, or fifters, or father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my name’s fake, fhallreceive an hun- 
dredfold, and fhall inherit everlafting life. 

30 But many ¢hat are firft fhall be laft; and the laft 


Joall be firtt. 
CHAP. XX. - ‘ 

1 The parable of the labourers who were hired at different 
hours to workin the vineyard. 17 Fefus foretelleth his 
own paffion, 20 and teacheth humility. 

OR the kingdom of heaven is like unto a man. 

F tbat is an houfholder, which went out early in the 

morning to hire labourers into his vineyard. oa 
2 And 





24. It is eafier fora camel, &c.| Some perfons have been ftrangely 
puzzled about this proverbial expreffion, affirming, that the Greek word 
kamelos fignifies alfo a cable-rope, which cannot more eafily pafs 
through a common-fized needle than a camel. The expreffion implies, 
the apparent impoffibility that the incrafted hearts of men fhould be fo 
divefted of the love of riches, as to be difpofed to embrace the gofpel : 
but even this has, in fome few inftances, been furmounted by almighty 


eT. 
eo Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. XIX. ; 
In this chapter are fet before us, the inviolable nature of matrimonial 
inftitution ; the tractable and meek difpofition of fincere‘Chriftians 5 
- and the 
them, and employ them for finful purpofes. . * 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XX, 


reat danger of riches, when people fet their hearts upon 


1 Lhe oh te of heaven is like unto a mar, &c.J ‘The*hoafhold # 


God: Almig! 


reprefents the various interpofitions of providence refpecting the fal- 


vation of mankind, from Adam to Noah, which was the fie® hour ; 


from Noah to Abraham, the third ; from Abraham to Mofes, the fixth 3 -- 


from Mofes to Chrift’s coming, the ninth; and_the fpace ftom Chritt 
to the end of the world, the eleventh hour. Some underftand it of: 
the different periods of a man’s life. 

6 Thy 


a 


How to attain eternal life. 


Anno 
DOM 


OMINT 
33. 


ty; the vineyard fignifiés the difpenfations of religion'‘in |. 
general; and the labourers mean profeffors of religion. ©The parable | 





Anno 
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33: 





2 And when bchal agreed with the labourers for a 
penny a day, he fent them into his vineyard. 

3 And he went ont about the third hour, and faw 
others ftanding idle in the market-place, 

4 And faid unto them; Go ye alfo into the vine- 
yard, and whatfoever is right I will give you. And 
they went their way. 

5 Again he went out about the fixth and ninth hour, 
and did likewife. 

6 And about the eleventh hour he went out, and 
found others ftanding idle, and faith unto them, Why 
fiand ye here all the day idle? 

7 ‘hey fay unto him, Becaufe no man hath hired us. 
He faith unto them, Go yealfo into the vineyard ; and 
whatfoever is right, tha# fhall ye receive. 

8 So when even was come, the lord of the vineyard 
faith unto his (teward, Call the labourers, and give them 
their hire, beginning from the Jaft unto the firft. 

9 And when they came that were hired about the 
eleventh hour, they received every man a penny. 

to But when the firft came, they fuppofed that chey 
Should have received more; and they likewife received 
every man a penny. 

1r And when they had received 7#, they murmured 
again{t the good man of the houfe, 

12 Saying, Thefe latt have wrought dé one hour, 
and thou haft made them equal unto us, which have 
borne the burden and heat of the day. 

13 But he anfwered one of them, and faid, Friend, I 
do thee no wrong: didft not thou agree with me fora 
penny? 

14 Take that thine 7s, and go thy way: I will give 
unto this laft, even as unto thee. 

15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with 


. Mine own? Is thine eye evil, becaufe 1am good? 


16 So the laft fhall be firft, and the firft laft: for 
many be called, but few chofen. 

17 4 And Jefus going up to Jerufalem took the 
twelve difciples apart in the way, and faid unto them, 

18 Behold, we go up to Jerufalem ; and the Son of 
man fhall be betrayed unto the chief priefts, and unto 
the {cribes, and they fhall condemn him to death, 

1g And fhall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, 
and to fcourge, and tocrucify 4m: and the third day 
he fhall rife again. 

20 Y Then came to him the mother of Zebedee’s 
children with her fons, worfhipping 47m and defiring a 
certain thing of him. 

at And he faid unto her, What wilt thou? She 
faith unto him, Grant that, thefe my two fons may iit, 
the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in 
thy kingdoin. 

22 But Jefusanfwered and faid, Ye know not what 
ye afk. Are ve able to drink of the cup that I fhall 
ciink of, and to be baptized with the baptifm that am 
baptized with? They fiy unto him, We are able. 

23 And he faith unto them, Ye fhall drink indeed 
of my cup, and be baptized with the baptifm that I am 
baptized with: but to fit on my right hand, and on my 
left, isnot mine to give, but 7 /oall be given lothem for 
whom it is prepared of my lather. 

24 And when the ten heard it, they were moved 
with indignation againft the two brethren. 

25 Bnt Jefus called them xwnto bim, and faid, Ye 
know that the princes of the Gentiles exercife domi- 
nion ovcr them, and thcy that are great exercife 
authority upon them. 

26 But it fhall not be fo among you: but whofoever 
will be great among you, Ict him be your minifter 5 








SL 
9 They received every man a peniy.| The penny fignifies the gofpel, 
with its privileges and advantages, which is freely offered to all, with- 
out refpeét of perfons. 
28 4 ragifom for many] By ‘* many” are here meant all fuch as 
fhould be brought to repentance and the |znowledge of the trath, 
GeneraLt Reriererions on Chap. XX. 
This chapter teaches us, that our life is a work as well as a warfare ; 
awe then be diligent, and beware of forming carnal notions of 
0, 60. 


a ne 
“2 2OUTETS. CHAP. XXI. Chrift rideth into Ferufalem: 





27 And whofoever will be chief among you, Jet him _ Anno 
be your fervant: DENN 

28 Even as the Son of man camenot tobe miniftered °°" 
unto, but to minifter, and to give his life a ranfom for 
many. 

29 @ And as they departed from Jericho, a great 
multitude followed him. 

30 And, behold, two blind men fitting by the way 
fide, when they heard that Jefus pafled by, cried out, 
faying, Have mercy on us, O Lord, thou Son of 
David. 

31 And the multitude rebuked them, becaufe they 
fhould hold their peace: but they cricd the more, fay- 
ing, Have mercy onus, O Lord, thou Son of David. 

22 And Jefus ttood itill, and called them, and faid, 
What will ye that I fhould do unto you? 

33 They fay unto him, Lord, that our eyes may be 
opened. 

34 So Jefus had compaffion oz them, and touched 
their eyes: and immediately their-eyes received fight, 
and they followed him. 

CHAP. XXI. 

1 Chrift rideth into Ferufalem upon an afs. 12 He driveth 
the buyers and fellers out of the temple, 17 and curfeth 
the barren fig tree. 

ND when they drew niga unto Jerufalem, and 

were come to Bethphage, unto the mount of 

Olives, then fent Jefuus twa difciples, 

2 Saying unto them, Go into the village over again{t 
you, and ftraightway ye fhall find an afs tied, and a 
colt with her: loofe them, and bring ‘dem unto me. 

3 Andif any man fay ought unto you, ye fhall fay, 
The Lord hath need of them, and ftraightway he will 
fend them. 

4 Allthis was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was fpoken by the prophet, faying, 

5 Tell ye the daughter of Sion, Behold, thy king 
cometh unto thee, meek, and fitting upon an afs, and 
a colt the foal of an afs. 

6 And the difciples went, and did as Jefus com- 
manded them, 

7 And brought the afs, and the colt, and put on 
them their clothes, and they fet bim thereon. 

8 And avery great multitude fpread their garments 
in the way ; others cut down branches from the trees, 
and ftrawed them in the way. 

And the multitudes that went before, and that 
followed, cried, faying, Hofanna to the fon of David: 
Bleffed 7s he that cometh in the name of the Lord; 
Hofanna in the higheft. 

io And when he was come into Jerufalem, all the 
city was moved, faying, Who is this? 

rr And the multitude faid, This is Jefus the pro- 
phet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

12 § And Jefus went into the temple of God, and 
caft out all them that fold and bought in the temple, 
and overthrew the tables of the moncy changers, and 
the feats of them that fold doves, . 

13 And faid unto them, It is written, my houfe fhall 
be called the houfe of prayer; but ye have made it a 
den of thieves. 

14 And the blind and the lame came to him in the 
temple; and he healed them. 

15 4 And when the chief priefts and {cribes faw the 
wenderful things that he did, and the children crying 
in the temple, and faying, Hofanna to the fan of David; 
they were fore difpleated, 

16 And faid unto him, Heareft thou what thefe 
fay? And Jefus faith unto them, Yea; have ye never 

read, 











God and religion; for Chrift’s kingdom is of a {piritual nature? 
and all the doétrines of Chriftianity are caleuluted to detach our 
minds from temporal things, that we may fix them on God and 
eternal happinefs. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP. NNI. 

9 Hifanua, &c.} This word in Hebrew, fignifies, Save, we be- 
feech thee ; the fame as, God fave the king; Chyrift being the king 
of his church, and is fo termed in {cripture. ; 

sT 16 Out 


The 


Anno 
Domini 
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barren fig tree curfed. 


read, Out of the mouth of babes and fucklings thou 
haft perfedted praife? 

17 q And he left them, and went out of the city 
into Bethany ; and he lodged there. 

18 Now in the morning as he returned into the city, 
he hungered. ; 

1g And when he faw a fig tree in the way, he came 
to it, and found nothing thereon, but leaves only, and 
faid unto it, Let no fruit grow on thee henceforward 
for ever. And prefently the fig tree withered away. 

go And when the difciples faw i#, they marvelled, 
faying, How foon is the fig tree withered away! 

_21 Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, Verily I fay 
ubto you, If ye have faith, and doubt not, ye fhail not 
only do this which is done to the fig tree, but alfoif ye 
fhall fay unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be 
thou caft into the fea; it fhall be done. 

22 And all things, whatfoever ye fhall afk in prayer, 
believing, ye fhall receive. 

22 4 And when he was come into the temple, the 
chicf prielts and the elders of the people came unto him 
as he was teaching, and faid, By what authority doeft 
thon thefe things? and who gave thee this authority ? 

24. And Jefus aniwered and faid unto them, I alfo 
will afk you one thing, which if ye rell me, I in like- 
wile will tell you by what authority Ido thefe things. 

25 The baptifm of John, whence was it ? from hea- 
ven, or of men? And they reafoned with themfelves, 
faying, If we fhall fay, From heaven; he will fay unto 
us, Why did ye not then believe him? 

26 But if we fhall fay, Of men ; we fear the people; 
for all hold John as a prophet. 

27 And they anfwered Jefus and faid, We cannot 
tell. And he faid unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do thefe things. 

28 ( But what think ye? A certain man had two 
fons; and he came to the frft, and faid, Son, go work to 
day in my vineyard. 

29 He anf{wered and faid, I will not: but afterward 
he repented, and went. fo 

3o And he came to the fecond, and faid likewife. 
And he anfwered and faid, Igo, fir: and went not. 

31 Whether of them twain did the will of dis father? 
They fay unto him, The firft. Jefus faith unto them, 
Verily 1] fay unto you, That the publicans and the har- 
lots go into the kingdom of God before you. 

32 Far John came unto you in the way of righteouf- 
nefs, and ye believed him not: bur the publicans and 
the harlots believed him: and ye, when ye had feen i, 
repented not afterward, that ye might believe him. 

33 9 Hear another parable: There was a certain 
houtholder, which planted a vineyard, and hedged it 
round about, and digged a wineprefs in it, and built 
a tower, and letit out to hufbandmen, and went into 
a far country : 

34 And when the time of the fruit drew near, he 
fent his fervants to the hufbandmen, that they might 
receive the fruits of it. 

35 And the hufbandmen took his fervants, and beat 
one, and killed another, and ftoned another. 





16 Out of the mouth of babes and fucklings, &c.] — Intimating, 
that thefe acclamations of the children were not fortuitous, but bya 
divine inftinct, and for the fulfilling of an antient prophecy ; fee 
Phalan vill. 

20 dlenv fon is the fig tree ewithered away!) This vifible fimilitude 
implies, that thofe who have only a formal profeffion of religion, with- 
out bringing forth any fruit, will at length be curfed and rooted out of 
God’s heritage, as the Jews were. 

24-~27 Lalo will afé yun one thing, &c.| The wifdom of our Lord 
fhincs very confpicnous by this addrets ; becaufe whether the priefts an- 
fwered in the affirmutive or negative, or gave no reply ut all, they ab- 
toluicly condemned them ‘elves. 

38 When the bufhandmen Jaw the fon, they faid, &c.] After all the 
indignities the Jewsth nation had offered to the meflengers and prophets 
of the Mott High, they added this at laft to fill up the meafure of their 
iniquities, namely, to put to death the Son of God by the hands of the 
Romans. 

44 Whecever foall fall, &c.] Whofoever fhall build his hopes of 
falvation on mes the rock of ages, fhall with a broken and contrite 

heart confefs his fins, and find mercy; but divine vengeance will 
2 


Se St tee 
S. MATTHEW. The parable of the marriage of the hing’s fon. 


antes enemme e 


36 Again, he fent other fervants more than the firft: 
and they did unto them likewife. 
7 But latt of all he fent unto them his fon, faying, 
They will reverence my fon. 
38 But when the hufbanamen faw the fon, they tid 


among themfelves, This is the heir; come, let us kill, 


him, and Ict us feize on his inheritance. 

39 And they caught him, and calt Jim out of the 
vineyard, and fiew im. 

go When the lord therefore of the vineyard cometh, 
what will he do unto thofe hufbandmen ? 

41 They fay unto him, He will miferably deftroy 
thofe wicked men, and willlet out 47s vineyard unto 
other hufbandinen, which fhall render him the fruits in 
their feafon. . 

42 Jefus faith unto them, Did ye never read in the 
{criptures, The None which the builders rejected, the 
fame is become the head of the corner: this is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ? 

3 Theretore fay lunto you, The kingdom of God 
fhall be taken from you, and given to a nation bring- 
ing forth the fruits thereof. 

44 And whofoever fhall fall on this ftone fhall be 
broken: but on whomfoever it fhall fall, it will grind 
him to powder. 

45 And when the chief priefts and Pharifces had 
heard his parables, they perceived that he fpakeof them. 

46 But when they fought to lay hands on him, they 
feared the multitude, becaufe they took him for a 


prophet. 

CHAP. XXII. 

1 The parable of the marrzage of the king’s fon. 9 The 
vocation of the Gentiles. 12 The punifiment of one that 
came without a wedding garment. 

A ND Jefus anfwered and {pake unto them again by 
parables, andl faid, 

2 The kingdom of heavenis like unto a certain king, 
which made a marriage for his fon, 

3 And fent forth his fervants to call them that were 
bidden to the wedding: and they would not come. 

4 Again, he fent forth other fervants, faying, Tell 
them which are bidden, Behold, 1 have prépared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all 
things are ready : come unto the marriage, - 

5 But they made light of 7/, and went their ways, 
one to his farm, another to his merchandife : 

6 And the remnant took his fervants, and entreated 
them {pitefully, and flew them. 

7 But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: 
and he fent forth his armies and deltroyed thofe mur- 
derers, and burned up their city. 

8 Then faith he to his fervants, The wedding is 
ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. 

Go ye therefore into the highways, and as many 
as ye fhall find, bid to the marriage. 

10 So thofe fervants went outinto the highways, and 
gathered together allas many as they found, both bad 
and good : and the wedding was furnifhed with guetts, 

x1 And when the king came in to fee the guetis, he 
faw there a man which had not on a wedding garment: 

12 And 


overtake all thofe who flight and defpife the offers of the gofpcl. 
Genera Rervecrions on Chap. XXI. 

It appears from hence, that meeknefs and humility are great ornaments 
in the Chriftian character; that by faith and prayer we obtain 
bleilings from the Lord; and that corrupt minitters in the church, 
as well as profane perfons, are the greateit enemies of the goipel of 
Chriit. 

COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 

2 The kingdom of heaven, &¢.} Vhe gofpel difpenfation is here com- 
pared to a marnage feat, at which our Lord affumes the character of 
the bridegroom ; fee chap. ix. 15. Aderé ii. 19. Luke ve 34. and. 
Fobn iii. 19. le 

5s © They made light of it, &c.] The Jews defpiied the preaching 
of the gofpel, and, with refpect to the apoittes, added infelt and cruelty 
to obilinacy:. . 

it He Jaw there a man which had not on a wedding garnacent.) The 
wedding garmentis geneially underftood to mezn the righteoufnels, 
which, to whumfvever imparted, will be infeparably connccted with 
holinefs of heart and lite; this is the opinion of our molt judicious com- 
Mucntators, 

2t Rewer 
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The Sadducces confuted. 


, Anno re And he faith unto him, Friend, how cameft thou 
ae in hither not having a wedding garment ? And he was 


{peechlefs. 

13 Vhen faid the king to the fervants, Bind him 
hand and foot, and take Lim away, and catt dim into 
outer darknefs; there thall be weeping and gnafhing of 
teeth. 

t4 For many are called, but few are chofen. 

15 4 Uben went the Pharifees, and took counfel how 
they might entangle him in Aer talk. 

16 And they fent out usto him their difciples with 
the Herodians, faying, Maficr, we know that thou art 
true, and tcacheft the way of God in truth, neither 
carell thou fur any man: for thou regardeft not the 
perfon of .men. 

17 Tell us therefore, What thinkeft thou? Is it law- 
ful tu give tribute unto Cefar, or not? 

18 But Jefus perceived their wickednefs, and faid, 
Why tempt ye me, ye hypocrites ? 

1g Shew me the tribute money. Andthey brought 
unto him a penny. 

20 And he faith unto them, Whofe is this image and 
fuperfeription ? 

2t They fay unto him, Cefar’s. Then faith he unto 
them, Render therefore unto Cefar the things which are 
Cefar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s. 

22 When they had heard the/e words, they marvel- 
led, and left him, and went their way. : 

23 4 Phe fameday came to him the Sadducees, which 
fay that there is no refurrection, and afked him, 

24 Saying, Matter, Mofes faid, If a man clic, having 
no children, his brother-fhall marry his wife, and raife 
up ived unto his brother, 

25 Now there were with us feven brethren : and the 
fir, when he had married a wife, decealed, and, having 
no iflue, left his wife unto his brother : 

26 Likewife the fecond alfo, and the third, unto the 
feventh. 

27 And laf of all the woman died alfo. 

28 Therefore in the refurrection whofe wife fhall fhe 
be of the feven? for they all had her. 

29 Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, Ye do err, 
not knowing the fcriptures, nor the power of God. 

3o Vor in the refurrection they neither marry, nor 
are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in 
heaven. 

31 But astouching the refurrection of the dead, have 
ye not read that which was fpoken unto you by God, 
faying, é 

g2 1 am the God of Abraham, and the God of Ifaac, 
and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, 
put of the living. ‘ 

33 And when the multitude heard this, they were 
aftonithed at his doctrine. 

34 4 But when the Pharifees had heard that he had 
put the Sadcucces to filence, they were gathered to- 
gether. 

gs Then one of them, which wasa lawyer, afked 
him a queftion, tempting him, and faying, 

36 Maiter, which zs the great commandment in the 
Jaw ? 

37 Jefus faid unto him, Thou fhalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
all thy mind. 


21 Render therefore unto Ceofar, &e.} This exhortation comprehends 
the whole of our duty to God and man; which the Pharifees being con- 
forous they were deficient in, were inwardiy vexed and afhamed, and at 
the fame time ailonifhed at the wifdom of the reply, by which he avoided 
the fare. 2 ; 

29,390 Ffus anfrvered—-1 ¢ do err, not knowing wey &e.] The 
Jews had carpal notions of a future late : not contidering, thar as it 
will be glorivus, fpiritual, and immortal, confeyuently marriage will be 
wnonecefiary. 2 eles od 
go On there tava exmnandncts, &e.} AN che cuties of religion are 
coniprifed in a ferveat love to God, and benevolence towards our neigh- 
bour. i 

Genxnerat RerLrections on Chap. ANIL 


We may gather from this chapter, that Chriftianity is widely dif- 
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CHAP. XXIII. 





- Chrift expofes the Pharifees. - 





38 This is the firft and great commandment. 

39 And the fecond 7s like unto it, Thou fhale love 
thy neighbour as thy felf. 

4o On thefe twocommandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 

41 J_ While the Pharifecs were gathered together, 

Jefus afked them, 

42 Saying, What think ye of Chrift? whofe fon is 
he? They fay unto him, The fon of David. 
He faith unto them, How then doth David in 
fpirit call him Lord, faying,  , 
The Lorp faid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, till 1 make thine enemics thy footftool ? 
45 1f David then call him Lord, how is he his fon? 
6 And noman was able to anfwer him a word, 
‘neither durft any man from that day forth afk him any 
more que/ftions. . 
CHAP. XXIII. 

1 Chrift exhorteth to obferve the doctrine, but not to follow 
the evil examples, of the feribes and Phariftes 3 13 be 
pronounceth divers woes againft them for their blirdnefs 
and hypocrify. 

HEN {pake Jefus to the multitude, and to his 
difciples, 
2 Saying, The fcribes and thePharifees fit in Mofes’ feat: 
3 All therefore whatfoever they bid you obferve, that 
oblerve and do; but do not ye after their works : for 
they fay, and do not. 
4. For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be 
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borne, and lay them on men’s fhoulders ; but they zhem~ 


Jelves will not move them with one of their fingers. 

5 Buc all their works they do for to be feen of men; 
they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the 
borders of their garments, 

6 And love the uppermoft rooms at feafts, and the 
chief feats in the fynayogucs, 

7 And greetings in the markets, and to be called of 
men, Rabbi, Rabbi. 

8 But be not ye called Rabbi: for oncis your Mat- 
ter, even Chrill; and all ye are brethren. 

9 And call no man your father upon earth: for one 
is your father, which is in heaven. 

10 Neither be ye called mafters: for one is your Maf- 
ter, even Chritt. 

1r But he that is greateft among you fhall be your 


t fervant. 








12 And whofoever fhall exalt himfelf fhall be abafed; 
and he that thall humble himfelf fhall be exalted. 

13 But woe unto you, fcribes and Pharifees, hypo- 
crites! for ye fhut up the kingdom of heaven againft 


! men: for ye neither go in your/elves, neither fuffer ye 
| them that are entering to go in. 


14 Woe unto you, {cribes and Pharifees, hypocrites! 
for ye devour widows’ houfes, and for a pretence make 
long prayer: therefore ye fhall receive the greater dam~ 
nation. 

ts Woeunto you, fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites! 
for ye compafs fea and land to make one profelyte, and 
when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child 
of hell than yourfelves. 

16 Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which fay, Who- 
foever fhall {wear by the temple, it is nothing ; but 
whofoever shall {wear by the gold of the temple, he is 
a debtor ! 

17 Ve 





ferent from what wicked men conceive it to be, as it tends to inculcate 

felf-denial, humility, patience, integrity, the fear of God, ove to 

him as our Creator and Redeemer, and univerfal charity and good~ 

will towards men. 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. XSI 

4. They bind heavy burdens, &c.} Chrift produces this and other charges 
to deteét the hypocrify of the Pharifees, who expounded the Iaw in the 
fevereft fenfe, literally, andimpofed upon others the utmoft rigour of its 
precepts; but were themfelves extremely corrupted, full of pride and 
oftentation, and did not take the leaft pains to practife the duties they 
enjoined. ‘ un 

9g Call 20 man your father, &c.] This means, that the real difciples of 
Chrift are not to pay any regard to men, further than what they teach 
is confiftent with the word ot God. 

26 Chane 


Woes denounced againft the foribes, Bc. S. MATTHEW. 
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17 Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the 
gold, or the temple that fanétifieth the gold? 

18 And, whofoever fhall fwear by the altar, it is 
nothing; but whofoever fweareth by the gift that is 
upon it, the is guilty. 

' 19 Ye fools and blind: for whether 7s greater, the 
gift, or the altar that fanétifieth the gift ? 

20 Whofo therefore fhall fwear by the altar, fweareth 
by it, and by all things thereon. 

21 And whofo thall {wear by the temple, fweareth 
by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 

22 And he that fhall {wear by heaven fweareth by 
the throne of God, and by him that fitteth thereon. 

23 Woe unto you, fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ! 
for ye pay tithe of mint and anife and cummin, and 
have omitted the weightierma/ters of thelaw, judgment, 
mercy, and faith: thefe ought ye to have done, and 
not to leave the other undone. 

24 Ye blind guides, which itrain ata gnat and {wal- 
low a camel. 

25 Woe unto you, fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites ! 
for ye make clean the outfide of the cup ‘and of the 
platter, but within they are full of extortion and cxcefs. 

26 Thou blind Pharifee, cleanfe firft that which és 
within the cup and platter, that the outfide of them may 
be clean alfo. 

27 Woe unto you, feribes and Pharifees, hypocrites! 
for ye are like unto whited fepulchres, which indeed 
appear beautiful outward, but are within full of dead 
men’s bones, and of all uncleannefs. 

28 Even fo ye alfo outwardly appear righteous unto 
men, but within ye are full of hypocrify and iniquity. 

29 Woe unto you, feribes and Pharifees, hypocrites! 
becaufe ye build the tombs of the prophets, and garnifh 
the fepulchres of the rightcous, 

go And fay, If we had been in the days of our fa- 
thers, we would not have been partakers with them in 
the blood of the prophets. 

t Wherefore be ye witneffes unto yourfelves, that 
ye are the children of them which killed the prophets. 

32 Fillye up then the meafure of your fathers. 

33 Ve ferpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
efcape the damnation of hell? 

34 4 Wherefore, behold, I fend unto you prophets, 
and wife men, and fcribes: and fore of them ye fhall 
kill and crucify 3 and _/ome of them ye fhall fcourge in 
your fynagogues, and perfecute them from city to city: 

35 Uhat upon you may comeall the righteous blood 
fhed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
unto the blood of Zacharias fon of Barachtas, whom ye 
flew between the temple and the altar. 

g6 Verily I fay unto you, All thefe things fhall come 
upon this generation. 

37 OJjerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that killeft the pro- 
phets, and ftoneft them which are fent unto thee, how 
often would [have gathered thy children together, even 
as a hen gathereth her chickens under Jer wings, and 
ye would not! 





26 Chanfe thou firft that which is avithin the cup, &c.} See that thy 
mind or heart be firft cleanfed, and then thy life will of courfe be re- 
formed. 

35 The blood of Zacharias fon of Barachias, &c.] Zacharias is 
exprefsly faid to have been flain betwcen the temple and the altar, 
2 Chrow, xxiv. 21. it was ufual with the Jews to change the names of 
perfons for others of nearly the fame import: this:prophet was the fon 
of Jehoiada, i. e. one that confeffes him; and Barachias, one that 
bleffes the Lord. 

89 Vefhall uct fee me henceforth, &c.| By this we are to underftand, 
their not fecing him in the quality of a teacher, guardian and friend, till 
they fhall fay, Bicffed, &c. that is, till in the Jatter times the nation 
fhould be converted to Chriftianity. 


Generar Rerrectrons on Chap. XXII. 


‘The difciples of Jefus Chrift, and particularly thofe to whom the care 
of the church is intrufted, ought to be wholly free from hypocrify, 
ambition, and covetoufnefs, if they would not refemble thofe Pha- 
rifees whom our Lord curfed; that they themfelves ought to walk in 

, the ways of God, and caufe others to come in alfo, by contributing 
bea their might to the converfion of finners, and the edification of 
men, oS 3 : 








38 Behold, your houfe is left unto you defolate. 


39 For I fay unto you, Ye fhall not fee me hence- PO! 


forth, till ye fhall fay, Blefled is he that comcth in the 

name of the Lord. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

I Chrift foretelleth the defiruétion of the temple: 3 what 
calamities foall go before it; 23 the fign of the day of 
Judgment. 42 Watch for your mafter’s coming. 

A ND Jefus went out, and departed from the tem- 
ple: and his difciples came to Sim for to fhew him 
the buildings of the temple. 

2 And Jefus faid unto'them, See ye not all thefe 
things? verily I fay unto you, There fhall not be left 
here onc tone upon another, that fhall not be thrown 
down. 

3 4 And as he fat upon the mount of Olives, the 
difciples came unto him privately, faying, Tell us, 
when fhall thefe things be? and what /ha// ée the fign 
of thy coming, and of the end of the world? 

4 And Jefus anfwered and faid unto them; Take 
heed that no man deceive you. 

§ For many fhall come in my name, faying, Iam 
Chrift 5 and fhall deceive many. 

6 And ye fhal} hear of wars and rumours of wars: 
fee that ye be not troubled: for all thefe things mutt 


# come to pafs, but the cnd is not yet. 


7 For nation {hall rife againf nation and kingdom 
againft kingdom: and there fhall be famines, and pefti- 
lences, and earthquakes in divers places. 

8 All thefe are the beginning of forrows. 

9 Then {fhall they deliver you up to Be afli@ed, 
and fhall kill you: and ye fhall be hated of all nations, 
for my name’s fake. 

to And then fhall many be offended, and fhall be- 
tray one another, and fhall hate onc another. 

11 And many falfe prophets fhall rife, and fhall 
deceive many. 

12 And becaufe iniquity fhall abound, the love of 
many fhall wax cold. ; 

13 But he that fhall endure unto the end, the fame 
fhall be faved. 

14 And this gofpel of the kingdom {hall be preached 
in all the world for a witnefs unto all nations; and 
then fhall the end come. 

15 When ye therefore fhall fee the abomination 
of defolation, fpoken of by Daniel the prophet, ftand 
in the holy place, (whofo readeth Iet him underftand:) 

16 Then let them which be in Judca fice into the 
mountains : 

17 Let him which is on the houfetop not come down 
to take any thing out of his houfe: 

t& Neither Ict him which is in the fcld return back 
to take his clothes. ‘ 

19 And woc unto them that are with child,-and to 
them that give fuck in thofe days! : 

20 But pray ye that-your flight ke not in the win- 
ter, neither on the fabbath day : 

et For then fhall be great tribulation, fuch as was 

not 








ST aE 





COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. ANIV. 
14. dad this gcfpel, &c.]  ‘Vhe gofpel was preached in the Roman 


f provinces, and among many. other heathen nations, within thirty years 


after the crucifixion of Chrift; fo chat by the ‘* end” in this verfe, our 


Saviour means the end of the JewiM ftate, and itis certain that the city 


f and temple of jferufuiem were fvon cfter detlroyed. 


15 The abeminatizsn of deflation, &.] ‘This mcans the Roman army, 
whofe enfigns were brought into the temple, where they facrificed to 
then. Z 

16 Then let them chich be in Fudea foc, &c.] This counfel was 
wifely remembered and followed by the Chritlians, for we do not 
read, that fo much as one of them perifhed in the defrattion of Je-. 
rufalem, having before removed to Pella, and other places, beyond 
Jordan. j . 

21 Then feall be great trikulction, &¢.J Jofephus fays, if the mif- 
fortunes of all from the beginning of the world. were fo compared 


-with thofe of the Jews, they would appear much inferior; for they 


were affliéted at the fame time with faminc, peltilence, conflagra- 
tions, maffacres, robberies, and war, and one million one hundred thou- 
fand perifhed ; fo that if God had not put an end to this deftruction, 
not only the Jews as a nation, but the Chriftians alfo wowd have been 
-extirpated, 

2a The 


pes erie ee eats, 
The defiruction of Ferufalem foretold, 
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Signs preceding Chrifé’s coming. 





not fince the beginning of the world to this time, no, 
nor ever fhall be. 

22 And except thofe days fhould be fhortened, there 
fhould no flefh be faved: but for the elects’ fake thofe 
days fhall be fhortened. 

23 Then if any man fhall fay unto you, Lo, here és 
Chrift, or there; believe # not. 

24 For there fhall arife falfe Chrifts, and falfe pro- 
phets,and fhall fhew great figns and wonders ; infomuch 
that, if z¢ were poffible, they fhall deceive the very elcct. 

25 Behold, [ have told you before. 

26 Wherefore if they fhall fay unto you, Behold, he 
is in the defert; go not forth: behold, be és in the fe- 
cret chambers; believe if not. 

27 For as the lightning cometh out of the eaft, and 
fhineth even unto the weft; fo fhall alfo the coming of 
the Son of man be. 

28 For wherefoever the carcafe is, there will the 
eagles be gathered together. 

29 Immediately after the tribulation of thofe days 
fhall the fun be darkened, and the moon fhail not give 
her light, and the ftars fhall fall from heaven, and the 
powers of heaven fhall be fhaken : 

30 And then fhall appear the fign of the Son of 
man in heaven: and then fhall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they fhall fee the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.. 

31 And he fhall fend his angels with a great found 
of a trumpet, and they fhall gather together his elect 
from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 3 
32 Y Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When his 
branch is vet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that fummer zs nigh : 

33 So likewife ye, when ye fhall fee all thefe things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors. 

4 Verily I fay unto you, This generation fhall not 
pals, till all thefe things be fulfilled. 

35 Heaven and earth fhall pafs away, but my words 
fhall not pafs away. 

36 4| But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, 
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only. 

37 For as the days of Noc, were, fo fhall alfo the 
coming of the Son of man be. 

38 For as in the days that were before the flood 
they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 
in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark, 

39 And knew not until the flood came, and took 
them all away; fo fhall alfo the coming of the Son of 
man be. 

40 ‘Then fhall two be in the field ; the one fhall be 
taken, and the other left. 

41 Two women foall be grinding at the mill; the one 
fhall be taken, and the other left. 

42 9 Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come. 

43 But know this, that if the goodman of the houfe 
had known in what watch the thief would come, he 
would have watched, and would not have fuffered his 
houfe to be broken up. 

44 Therefore be ye alfo ready: for in fuch an hour 
as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 

45 Who then is a faithful and wife fervant, whom 
his lord hath made ruler over his houfhold, to give 
them meat in due feafon ? 

6 Bleffed zs that fervant, whom his lord when he 
cometh fhall find fo doing. 


SS A I 
29 The fun fhall be darkened, &c.|  Thefe following are the pre- 
ludes of the great and terrible day of judgment, which was to fuc- 
ceed the deftruétion of Jeruvaiem. ) 
36, OF rhat day and hour, &c.} The time of Chrift’s fecond.com- 


ing to judge the world is known to-God only. 

Generat Rerrecrions on Chap._ XXIV. 

Let the confideration of the dreadful evils which overtook the -Jews 
for their fins and difobedience, excite us to call upon God for his 
grace to preferve us in his fear, that fo we may efcape the divine 
vengeance both here and at the day of judgment. 

No. 61. 


CHAP. 





XXV._ 


The parable of the ten virgins, 





47 Verily I fay unto you, That he fhall make him Anno . 


ruler over all his goods. 

48 Butand if that evil fervant fhall fay in his heart, 
My lord delayeth his coming ; x 

49 And fhall begin to fmite bis fellow-fervants, and 
to eat and drink with the drunken ; fe 

50 The lord of that fervant fhall come in a day when 
he looketh not for dim, and in an hour that he is nor 
aware of, ; 

51 And fhall cut him afunder, and appoint him his 
portion with the hypocrites: there fhall be weeping 
and gnaihing of teeth. 


CHAP. XXV. 


t The parable of ibe ten virgins ; 14. and of the talents: 
31 A defeription of the laft judgment, 
WHEN fhall the kingdom of heaven be likened 

unto ten virgins, Which took their lamps, and 
went forth to meet the bridegroom. 

2 And five of them were wife, and five were foolith. 

3 They that were foolifh tcok rheir lamps, and took 
no oil with them: 

4. But the wife took oil in their veffels with their 
lamps. 

§ While the bridegroom tarried, they all flumbered 
and flept. . 

6 And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, 
the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him. 

7 Then all thofe virgins arofe, and trimmed their 
lamps. 

8 And the foolith faid unto the wife, Give us of 
your oil ; for our lamps are gone out. 

9 But the wife anfwered, faying, No fo; left there 
be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to 
them that fell, and buy for yourfelves. ‘ 

10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom 
came; and they that were ready went in with him to 
the marriage: and the door was fhut. 

11 Afterward came alfo the other virgins, faying, 
Lord, Lord, open to us. 

12° But he anfwered and faid, Verily I fay unto you, 
I know you not. . 

13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh. 

14. J For the kingdom of beaven is as a man travelling 
intoa far country, <z4o called his own fervants, and de- 


| livered-unto them his goods. 


15 And unto onc he gave five talents, to another two, 
and to another one; to every man according to his fe- 
veral ability; and ftraightway took his journey. 

16 Then he that had received the five talents went 
and traded with the fame,and made ¢bem other five talents. 

r7,And likewife he that bad received two, he alfo 
gained other two. 

18 But he that had received one went and digged 
in the earth, and hid his lord’s money. 

19 Aftera long time the lord of thofe fervants com- 


-eth, and reckoneth with them. - ; 


20 And fo he that had reccived five talents came and 


_ brought orher five talents, faying, Lord, thou deliver- 


edit unto me five talents : behold, I have gained befide 
them five talents more. ; 

21 His lord faid unto him, Well donc, thax good 
and faithful fervant: thou haft been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter 
thou into the joy of thy lord. 


22 Healfo thar received two talents came and faid, 
, Lord, 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP, XXV. 
2 Five of them were wife, and five were folifa.] The firft of thefe, 


- with the fair light of an oxtward profeffion, have the principles of 


divine life in their heart: while the Jatcer, having the mere blaze of 
a profeffion, and being deftiruse of grace to keep it alive; it ends in 
fmoke and da:knefs, failing when they moft need the {apport of re- 
ligion, namely at death and judgment. _ 

21 Over a few things, &c.] There is no proportion between the 
work and the reward. How trifling are the highelit atts of obedience, 
from fiich unprofitable fervants as we are, when compared with the 
exceeding weight of glory in the life to come, 

U 
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Lord, thou déliveredit unto me two talents: behold, I 
have gained two other talents befide them. 

23 His lord faid unto him, well done, good and 
faithful fervant ; thou haft been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

24 Then he which had received the one talent came 
and faid, Lord, I knew thee that thou art an hard man, 
reaping where thou haft not fown, and gathering where 
thou hait not ftrawed : 

25 And I was afraid, and went and hid thy talent 
in the earth: lo, tere thou haft that is thine. 

26 His lord anfwered and faid unto him, Thou wicked 
and flothful fervant, thou knoweft that I reap where 
I fowed not, and gather where I have not ftrawed : 

27 Thou oughteft therefore to have put my money 
to the exchangers, and then at my coming I fhould have 
received mine own with ufury. 

28 Take therefore the talent from him, and give it 
unto him which hath ten talents. 

29 For unto every one that hath fhall be given, and 
he fhall have abundance : but from him that hath not 
fhall be taken away even that which he hath. 

30 And caft ye the unprofitable fervant into outer 
darknefs : there fhall be weeping and gnafhing of teeth. 

31 | When the Son of man thall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then fhall he fic upon 
the throne of his glory : 

32 And before him fhall be gathered all nations: 
and he fhall feparate them one from another, asa fhep- 
herd divideth 4is fheep from the goats : 

33 And he fhall fet the theep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left. 

34 Then fhall the King fay unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blefled of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world : 

35 For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: 
I was thirfty, and ye gave me drink: I was a ftranger, 
and ye took me in: . 

6 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was fick, and ye 
vifited me: I wasin prifon, and ye came unto me. 

37 Then fhall the righteous anfwer him, faying, 
Lord, when faw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or 
thirfty, and gave thee drink? : 

38 When faw we thee a ftranger, and took thee in? 
or naked, and clothed thee ? : 

39 Or when faw we thee fick, or in prifon, and came 
unto thee ? 

40 And the King fhall anfwer and fay unto them, 
Verily I fay unto you, Inafmuch as ye have done it 


unto one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, ye have. 


done z¢ unto me. 

41 Then fhall he fay alfo unto them .on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye curfed, into everlafting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels : 

42 For Lwas an hungered, and ye gave me no meat : 
I was thirfty, and ye gave me no drink: 

43 I was aitranger, and ye took me not in: naked, 
and ye clothed me not: fick, and in prifon, and ye 
vifited me not. 

44 Then fhall they alfo anfwer him, faying, Lord, 
when faw we thee an hungered, or athirft, ora {tranger, 





31 When the Son of man feall come in bis glory, &c.| Here the gene- 
ral ee is difplayed with the utmoft magnificence, when every 
one will be acquitted or condemned according to their works ; the jutt 
will be accepted at that day, inafmuch as their actions have fprang 
from the t principle of faith, piety, and love to Chrift, whofe 
righteoufnefs will be the meritorious canfe of their being accepted, while 
gee be turned into heH, and all the nations that forget 

od. 

40 Unto one of the leaft of thefe my brethren, &c.] Such is the amaz- 
ing 2 nicitenhen of i. o ites Teles, that he confidered the fmalleft 
aét of kindnefs done to the meanett of his people, for his fake, as done 
to himfelF. : 


Gunerat Rertectrons on Chap. XXV. 
Ec is equally our duty and happinefs to’meet death as a weleome mef- 


2% 


or naked, or fick, cr in prifon,and did not minifler unto 

thee ? 

45 Then fhall he anfwer them, faying, Verily I fay 
unto you, Inafmuch as ye did it not to one of the leait 
of thefe, ye did 7# not to me. - 

46 And thefe fhall go away into everlafting punith- 
ment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

CHAP. XXXVI. 

3 The rulers confpire againfi Chrit. 6 A woman poureth 
precious ointment upon bis head, 14. Judas bargaineth 
to betray him. 17 Chrift eateth the paffover, 20 infii- 
tuteth his laft fupper: 47 is betrayed and apprehended. 
69 Peter's denial and repentance. 

A WN D it came to pafs, when Jefus had finifhed all 
thefe fayings, he faid unto his difciples, 

2 Ye know that after two daysis the fea/? of the paff- 
over, and the Sonof man is betrayed to be crucified. 

3 J Then afflembled together the chief priefts, and 
the fcribes, and the elders of the people, unto the palace 
of the high prieft, who was called Caiaphas, 

4 And confulted that they might take Jcfus by fub- 
tilty, and kill Aim. 

5 But they faid, Not on the feaft day, left there be 
an uproar among the people. 

6 § Now when Jefus was in Bethany, in the houfe 
of Simon the leper, 

7 There came unto him a woman having an alabafer 
box of very precious ointment, and poured it on his 
head, as he fat at meat. 

8 But when his difciples faw if, they had indigna- 
tion, faying, To what purpofe zs this wafte? 

9 For this ointment might have been fold for much, 
and given to the poor. 

to When Jefus uncerftood 7#, he faid unto them, 
Why trouble ye the woman? for fhe hath wrought a 
good work upon me. 

11 For ye have the poor always with you; but me 
ye have not always. 

12 For in that fhe hath pourcd this ointment on my 
body, fhe did 7 for my burial. 

13 Verily I fay unto you, Wherefoever this gofpel 
fhall be preached in the whole world, there fhall allo 
this, that this woman hath clone, be tuld for a memo- 
rial of her. : 

14.4 Then one of the twelve, called Judas Ifcariot, 
went unto the chief priefts, 

15 And faid untothem, What will ye give me, and 
T will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted 
with him for thirty pieces of filver. 

16 And from that time he fought an opportunity to 
betray him. 

17 | Now the firft day of the feaf?? of unleaventd 
bread the difciples came to Jefus, faying unto him, 
Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the 
paffover? 

18 And he faid, Go into the city to fuch a man, and 
fay unto him, The Matter faith, My time is at hand 3 
I will Keep the paflover at thy houfe with my difci- 

les. 

1g And the difciples dicdl as-Jefus had appointed 

them ; and they made ready the paffover. 

20 Now when the even wasconie, he fat down with 
the twelve. 

“21 And 


fenger of peace ; his terrors necd not affeét us, if we are reconciled to 
God through Chrift Jefus, are devoted to him, and evider .c it by 
works of mercy towards his indigent members. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 

2 The Sou of man is betrayed to be crucified.| Xt is obfervable, that 
on the very day the pafchal lamb, the type of the great deliverer of 
mankind, was eaten by the Jews, the Saviour himfelf, typified by that 
lamb, was facrificed for the fins of mankind. 

3 Caiaphas.] He was raifed to the pontificate by Valerius Gratus, 
but was depofed by Vitellius: he was a Sadducce, and confequently a 
profeffed enemy to Chrift. Me 

15 Thirty pieces of filver.} About three pound fifrcen fhillings, the 
price of the meanelt lave, _ 


24. The 
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The inflitution of the laft Teboer. | 





21 And as they did eat, he faid, Verily I fay unto 
N’ 
you, that one of you fhall betray me. 

22 And they were exceeding forrowful, and began 
every one of them to fay unto him, Lord, is it I? 

23 And he anfwered and faid, He that dippeth Jzs 
hand with me in the difh, the fame fhall betray me. 

24 The Son of man goeth as it is written of him: 

*but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed ! it had been good for that man if he had not 
been born. 

25 Then Judas, which betrayed him, anfwered and 
faid, Mafter, is it 1? He faid unto him, Thou haft faid. 

26 4 And as they were eating, Jefus took bread, 
and bleffed ##, and brake i#, and gave z/ to his difciples, 
and faid, Take, eat; this is my body. 

27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave 
z# to them, faying, Drink ye all of it; 

28 For this is my blood of the new teftament, which 
is fhed for many for the remiffion of fins. 

29 But I fay unto you, I will not drink henceforth 
of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with youin my Father’s kingdom. 

30 Yf And when they had fung an hymn, they went 
out into the mount of Olives. : 

at Then faith Jefus unto them, All ye fhall be of- 
fended becaufe of me this night: for it is.written, I 
will {mite the fhepherd, and the fheep of the flock fhall 
be fcattered abroad. ; 

32 But after I am rifen again, I will go before you 
into Galilee. 

33 Peter anfwered and faid unto him, Though all 
men {hall be offended becaufe of thee, yet will I never 
be offended. 

34 Jefus faid unto him, Verily I fay unto thee, That 
this night, before the cock crow, thou fhalt deny me 
thrice. 

35 Peter faid unto him, Though I fhould die with 
thee, yet will ] not deny thee. Likewife alfo faid all 
the difciples. 

36 Y Then cometh Jefus. with them unto a place 
called Gethfemene, and faith unto thedifciples, Sit ye 
here, while I go and pray yonder. 

37 And he took with him Peter and the two fons of 
Zebedee, and began to be forrowful and very heavy. 

38 Then faith he unto them, My foul is exceeding 
forrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
with me. 

39 And he wenta little farcher, and fell on his face, 
and prayed, faying, O. my Father, if it be poflible, let 
this cup pafs from me: neverthelefs not as I will, but 
as thou wilt. 

40 And he cometh unto the difciples, and findeth 
them afleep, and faith unto Peter, What, could ye not 
watch with me one hour? 

41t Watch and pray, that ye enter not into tempta- 
tion: the fpirit indeed zs willing, but the flefh 7s weak. 

42 He went away again the fecond time, and prayed, 
faying, O my Father, if this cup may not pafs away 
from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. 

43 And he came and found them afleep again : for 
their eyes were heavy. 

44 And he left them, and went away again, and 
prayed thethird time, faying the fame words. 

45 Ehen cometh he to his difciples, and faith unto 
them, Sleep on now, and take your reft: behold, the 
hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into 
the hands of finners. 

46 Rife, let us be going: behold, he is at hand that 
doth betray me. 

47 4 And while he yet fpake, lo, Judas, one of the 
twelve, came, and with him a great multitude with 
fwords and ftaves, from the chief priefts and elders of 
the people. — 
ee 

24 The Son of man goeth, &c.} Though the death of Chrift was 
predicted; yet this does not extenuate the crime of him who trea- 
cheroufly brought it about, being actuated by wicked motives. 

26 This is say body.} ‘The proper meaning is, ‘This taking, or eat- 
ing, is, or denotes, my body. ; 





CHAP. 


Chrift betrayed by Fudas with a kifs. 


XXVI. 


_ 48 Now he that betrayed him gave thema fign, fay- Anno 
ing, Whomfoever I fhall kifs; that fame is he: hold Onn 


him faft. : 

49 And forthwith he came to Jefus, and faid, Hail, 
Matter; and kiffed him. 

50 And fefus faid unto him, Friend, wherefore art 
thou come? Thencame they, and laid hands on Jefus, 
and took him. 

51 4[ And, behold, one of them which were with 
Jefus ftretched out 47s hand, and drew his {word, and 
{truck a fervant of the high prieft’s, and {mote off his 
ear. 

52 Then faid Jefus unto him, Put up again thy 
fword into his place: for all they that take the {word 
fhall perifh by the fword. 

53 Thinkeft thou that I cannot now pray to my 
Father, and he fhall prefently give me more than twelve 
legions of angels? 

54 But how chen fhall the fcriptures be fulfilled, 
that thus it muft be? ; . 

55 In that fame hour faid Jefus to the multitudes, 
Are ye come out as againft a thief with fwords and 
ftaves for to take me? J fat daily with you teaching in 
the temple, and ye Jaid no hold on me. 

56 But all this was done, that the fcriptures of the 
‘prophets might be fulfilled. Then all the difciples 
forfook him, and fled. 

57 ¥ And they that had laid hold on Jefus led dim 
away to Caiaphas the high prieft, where the {cribes and 
‘the elders were aflembled. 

58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high 
prieft’s palace, and went in, and fat with the fervants, 
tofeethe end... : 

59 Now the chief priefts, and elders, and all the 
council, fought falfe witnefs againfil Jefus to put him 
to death; : 

60 But found none; yea, though many falfe witneffes 
came, yef foundthey none. At the laft came two falfe 
witnefles, 

61 And faid, This feffow faid, J am able to deftroy 
the temple of God, and to build it in three days. 

62 And the high prieft arofe, and faid unto him, 
Anfwereft thou nothing? what zs it which thefe witnels 
againft thee? 

63 And Jefus held his peace. And the high prieft 
anfwered and faid unto him, I adjure thee by the living 
God, thou tell us whether thou be the Chrift, the Son 
of God. 

64 Jefus faith unto him, Thou haft faid: neverthe- 
lefs I fay unto you, Hereafter fhall ye fee the Son of 
man fitting on the right hand of power, and: coming 
in the clouds of heaven. 

65 Then the high prieft rent his clothes, faying, He 
hath fpoken blafphemy ; what further need have we of 
witneffes? behold, now ye heard his blafphemy. 

66 What think ye? They anfwered and faid, He is 
guilty of death. 

67 Then did they fpit in his face, and buffeted him; 
and others {mote dim with the palms of their hands, 

68 Saying, Prophefy unto us, thou Chrift, Who is 
he that {mote thee ? 

69 Y Now Peter fat without in the palace: and a 
damfel came unto him, faying, Thou alfo waft with 
Jefus of Galilee. 

70 But he denied before them all, faying, I know not 
what thou fayeit. 

71 And when he was gone out into the porch, ano- 
ther maid faw him, and faid unto them that were there, 
This fellow was alfo with Jefus of Nazareth. 

72 And again he denied with an oath, I do nor know 
the man. 

73 And after a while came unto dim they that meas si 

; ; ¥ 

27, 28, This is my blood —drink ye all Z ity &c.} All of you, and 
all of my difciples in all ages, muft drink of this cup, in faith, as it 
reprefents my blood fhed for the remiflion of men's fins. 

"53 More than twelve legions of angels, &c.} A legion was a body 


of five or fix thoufand men. 
94 The 


“Judas hangeth himfelf. 


Anno 


DOMINI 


33- 


“me thrice. 





by, and faid to Peter, Surely thou alfo art one of them ; 
for thy fpeech bewrayeth thee. ° 

74 Then began heto curfe and tofwear, faying, [know 
not the man. And immediately the cock crew. 

75 And Peter remembered the word of Jefus, which 
faid unto him, Before the cock crow, thon fhalt deny 
And he went out, and wept bitterly. 

CHAP. XXVII. 

a Chrift is delivered bound to Pilate. 3 Fudas hangeth him- 
Self. 62 Chrift’s fepulchreis fealed, anda watch fet over it. 
HEN the morning was come, alli the chief 
prifts and elders of the people took ‘counfel 
againft Jefus to put him to death : 

2 And when they had bound him, they led Jimaway, 
and delivered him to Pontius Pilate the governor. 

34 Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when 
be faw that he was condemned, repented himfelf, and 
brought again the thirty pieces of filver to the chief 
priefts and elders, ; 

4 Saying, I have finned in that I have betrayed the 
innocent blood. And they faid, What is that to us? 
fee thou #o that. 

5 And he cait down the pieces of filver in the temple, 
and departed, and went and hanged himéelf. . 

6 And the chief priefts took the filver pieces, and 
faid, It is not lawful for to put them into the treafury, 
becaufe it is the price of blood. 

47 And they took counfel, and bought with them 
the potter’s field, to bury ftrangers in. 

8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, 
unto this day. 

9 Then was fulfilled that which was fpoken by Je- 
remy the prophet, faying, And they took the thirty 
picces of filver, the price of him that wasvalued, whom 
they of the children of Ifrael did value ; 

10 And gave them for the potter’s ficld, as the Lord 
appointed me. 

11 J And Jefus ftood before the governor: and the 
governor afked him, faying, Art thou the King of the 
Jews? And Jefus faid unto him, Thou fayett. 

12 And when he was accufed of the chief priefts and 
elders, he anfwered nothing. 

13 Then faid Pilate unto him, Heareft thou not how 
many things they witnefs againft thee? . 

14 And he anfwered him to never a word; infomuch 
that the governor marvelled greatly. 

15 | Nowat shaé feaft the governor was wont to re- 
leafe unto the people a prifoner, whom they would. 

16 And they-had then a notable prifoner, called 
Barabbas. . 

17 Therefore when they were gathered together, Pi- 
late faid unto them, Whom will ye that I releafe unto 
you? Barabbas, or Jefus which is called Chrift ? 

18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered 
him. : 

19 § When he was fet down on the judgment feat, 


his wife fent unto him, faying, Have thou nothing to 





74 Then began he to curfe and to fwear, &c.] 'The-fall of St. 
Peter affords a flagrant and melancholy proof of the frailty and in- 
conftancy of human nature, unfupported by divine grace. 

75 He went out and wept bitterly, &c.| He could no longer ftifle 
the agonizing pains of his own confcience, but went out into a pri- 
vate place, where he jamented his infidelity and ingratitude. 

GeneRAL REFLECTIONS on Chap, XXVI. 

We may hence learn, that all the myfteries in the Old Teftament 
point to fomething in the gofpel difpenfation ; that we fhould .be- 
ware of entertaining carnal conceptions concerning the © Lord’s 
Supper ;‘fhould be extremely diffident of our own ftrength, and 
never think, that by our own ftrength we ure able to refit the force 
of the Icaft temptat:on. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXVII. 

2 Delivered him to Pontius Pilate, &c.] The power of life and 
death was vefied folely in the Romans. : 

5 He caf donun the pieces, &c.J lt is fuppofed he hanged himfelf 
on a tree growing out of a precipice, and the branch breaking b 
the force with which he threw himfelf off, he burft afunder by the fall, 
and his howels gufhed out. 

9 That awhith cvas fpiken by Feremy, &c.] Commentators have 
been greatly puzzled concerning this paffage, which does not occur 


-§. MATFHEW. 





do with that juft man: for] have fuflered many things 
this day in a dream becaufe of him, 

- 20 4[ But the chief priefts and elders perfuaded the 
multitude that they fhould afk Barabbas, and deftroy 
Jefus. 

21 The governor anfwered and faid unto them, Wh 
ther of the twain will ye that I releaf ? Th = 
faid, Barabbas. : Forte gr ney 

22 Pilate faith unto them, What fhall I do then with 
Jefus which is called Chrift? They all f i 
Let him be crucified. 7 RINE 

23 And the governor faid, Why, what evil hath he 


“done? But they cried out the more, faying, Let him be 


crucified. 
24 When Pilate faw that he could prevail nothine, 


. but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and 


wathed dis hands before the multitude, faying, Iam i 
. . > n- 
nocent of the blood of this juft perfon: fee ye to if. 

25 Then anfwered all the people, and faid, His blood 
de on us, and on our children. 

ae then releafed he Barabbas unto them: and 
when he had fcourged Jefus, he delive im 

2 red 
Cee: > him to be 
_ 27 9 Then the foldiers of the governor took Jefus 
into ‘the common hall, ancl gathered unto him the 
whole band of /oldiers. 

oe And they itripped him, and put on him a {carlet 
robe. 

29 And when they had platted a crown of thorns 
they. put z# upon his head, anda reed in his right hand: 
and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him 
faying, Hail, king of the Jews! , 

go And they fpit upon him, and took the reed, an 
{mote him on the head. aout 

3t And after that they had mocked him, they took 
the robe off from him, and put hisown raiment on him 
and led him away to crucify Az. ; 

32 And as they came out, they founda man of Cy- 
rene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his 
crofs. 

33 Yf And when they were come unto a place called 
Golgotha, that is to fay, a place ofa fkull, 

4 They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with 
gall: and when he had talled thereof, he would not 
drink. 

35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, 
calting lots: that it might be fulfilled which was fpoken 
by the prophet, They partedmy garmentsamong them, 
and upon my vefture did they cait lots. 

36 And ficting down they watched him there; 

7 And fet up over his head his accufation written, 
THIS IS JESUs THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

38 Then were there two thieves crucified with him, 
one on the right hand, and another on the left. 

39 {| And they that pafled by reviled. him, wagging 
their heads, e 

40 And faying, Thou that deftroycft the temple, and 

buildeft 
reteset ep ernntenpeepinsninincanns 
in Feremiah, but in Zech, xi. 13. But the difficulty will vanith, if 
we confider, that the antient Jews divided the {Criptures into three 
pete viz. the Jaw, the prophets, and the hagiographa, i. e. the 
oly writings. The firft of thefe divifions contained the Pentateuc!, 
or five books of Mofes, and Jofhua, Judges, Samuel, and the books 
of Kings ; the fecond divifion had the prophets, at the head of 
which was put Jeremy’; the laft contained the Pfalms. the Proverbs, 
Ecclefiaftes, Canticles, Job, &c. Agreeable to which order, our 
Lord faid; Luke xxiv. 44.“ All things mut be fulfilled which are 
written in the law of Mofes, and in the prophets, and in the Pfalms, 
concerning me:” fo that Jeremiah being the prophet from «hich the 
middle book, wherein the paffage occurs, takes its name, the fentencc 
is aie ra to pm on that account. ° 

15 Now at that fea, &c.] The cuftom of reieaiing a prif 
the feaft of paffover, was in memory of the Jews Aiivecnee fron the 
bondage of Egypt. : . : 

24 Wafbed bis bands, &c.] Pilate, by this ation, made the mott 
folemn declaration in his power, that the blefled Jcfus was innocent 
and transferred the whole guilt to his accufers. . : 

25 His blood be onus, &c.] Surely it is not poffible for any-one 
who reflects on the miferies the Jews fuffered at the fiege of : Jerufaism, 
and their reje€tion and difperfion fince, not to conclude that this im- 
precation was remarkably fulfilled upon them. 


4 45 Now 


we 


Chrift delivered to be crucified, 


Anno 
DOMINI 
* 33s 


I Chrift is crucified, and buried. 





Anno buildeft 7¢ in three days, fave thyfelf. If thou be the 
pOMINT Son of God, come down from the crofs. 
: 41 Likewife alfo the chief priefts mocking Aim, with 
the f{cribes and elders, faid, 
42 He faved others; himfelf he cannot fave. 
be the King of Ifrael, let him now come down from the 
crofs, and we will believe him. 


43 He trufted in God ; let him deliver him now, if 


he will have him: for he faid, Iam the Son of God. 
The thieves alfo, which were crucified with him, 
caft the fame in his teeth. 


45 §| Now from the fixth hour there was darknefs. 


over all the land unto the ninth hour. 

46 And about the ninth hour Jefus cried with a loud 
voice, faying, Eli, Eli, lama fabachthani? that is to fay, 
My God, my God, why haft thou forfaken me?. 


47 Some of,them that ftood there, when they heard. 


that, faid, This ma calleth for Elias. 

8 And ftraightway one of them ran, and took a 
{punge, and filled 7¢ with vinegar, and put 7fona reed, 
and gave him to drink. 

49 The reft faid, Let be, let us fee whether Elias 
will come to fave him. : 

60 Jefus when he had cried again with a loud voice, 
yiclded up the ghoft. 

$x 4] And, behold, the vail of the temple was rent 
in Lwain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent ; 

52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies 
of the faints which flept arofe, 

53 And came out of the graves after his refurrection, 
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many. 

54 Now when the centurion, and they that were 
with, him, watching Jefus, faw the earthquake, and 
thofe things that were done, they feared greatly, fay- 
ing, Truly this was the Son of God. : 

_And many women were there beholding afar off, 
which followed Jefus from Galilee, miniftering unto 
him: . : 

56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James and Jofes, and‘the mother of Ze- 
bedee’s children. ; : 

57 | When the even was come, there camea rich man 
of Arimathea, named Jofeph, who alfo himfelf was 
Jefus’ difciple : kg 

58 He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jefus. 
Then Pilate commanded the body to be delivered. 

59 And when Jofeph had taken the body, he wrap- 
ped it in a clean linen cloth, 

60 And laid it in his own new tomb, which he had 
hewn our in the rock: and he rolleda great {tone to 
the door of the fepulchre, and departed: ‘ 

61 ‘And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other 
Mary, fitting over againft the fepulchre, ; 

62 | Now the next day that followed the day of the 
preparation, the chief priefts and Pharifees came toge- 
ther unto Pilate, : *s 

63 Saying, Sir, we remember that the deceiver faid, 
while he was yet alive, After three days I will rife again. 

64 Command therefore that the fepulchre be made 
fure until the third day, left his difciples come by night, 
and fical him away, and fay unto the people, Hé is rifen 


—— ev ya a — 

45-Now from the fixth, &c.] We have the joint teftimony of the 
Chritian fathers, and many refpeétable heathen authors, that this was 
a fupernatural cclipfe of the fun. 


Gewerat Rerrections on Chap. XXVIII. 
Let us praife the mercy of God, who delivered up his Son to death for 
“ys ; and the love of our bleffed Saviour in giving up himfelf to redeem 
us; this fhould excite us to love him as he has loved us, to feek our 
own falvation in him only, and renounce all fin, fince he died to de- 
diroy the worl:s of the devil. : 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII 
13 Saying, Say ye, &c.] The charge of, the Jewiih rulers to the 
foldiers is a compound of the molt confummate ignorance and wick- 
ednefs. Ignorance, becaufe it was confidered in all nations as a ca- 
pital crime for a foldier to fleep on duty: if fo, how could they pre- 
jume to fay thus to the governor? And their wickednefs will appear 
from the probable conjecture that the whole was a collufion berween 
the rulers and Pilate, whom they might bribe to their party, as his 
No. 61. 





CHAP. XXVIII. 


If he 
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Severn 


| even unto the end of the world. Amen. 


from the dead : fo the laft error fhali be worfe than the: 


65 Pilate faid unto them, Ye have a watch: go 
your way, make 7/ as fure as ye Can. 
_ 66 So they went, and made the fepulchre fure, feal- 
ing the ftone, and fetting a watch. 
CHAP. XXVIII. 


1 Chrift's refarreéion declared. 16 Chrift appeareth to bis 


difetples, 18 and fendeth thém to teach and baptize. 


“EB the end of the fabbath, as it began to dawn to- 
nl 


ward the firft day of the week, came Mary Mag-' 


“dalene and the other Mary fo {ec the fepulchre. 


'2,And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for 


the’ angel of the Lord defcended from heaven, and 
came and rolled back the ftone from the door, and fat 
-upon it. 


3 His countenance was like lightning, and his rai- 


}ment white as fnow:: 


4, And for fear of him the keepers did fhake, and 


z became as dead men. 


_ 5 And the angel anfwered. and faid unto the women, 
Fear not ye: for I know that ye feek Jefus, which was. 


‘crucified. 


6 He is not here: for he is rifen, as he faid. Come 
fee the place where the Lord lay. 

7 And go quickly, and tell his difciples that he is 
rifen from the dead; and, behold, he gocth before you 
into Galilec; there fhall ye fee him: lo, I have told you. 

8 And they departed quickly from the fepulchre 
with fear and great. joy ; and did run to bring his dif- 
ciples word. : ; 

“9 GY And as they went to tell his difciples, behold, 


Mi Jefus met them, faying, All hail. And they came and 


held him by the feet, and worfhipped him. 

10 Then faid Jefus unto them, Be not afraid: go 
tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there 
fall they fee me. 

11 4 Now when they were going, behold, fome of 


| the watch came into the city, and fhewed unto the chief 
Hf; pricfts all the things that were done. : 


32 And when they were affembled with the clders, 


and had taken counfel, they gave large money unta 


the foldiers, ; . 
‘13 Saying, Say ye, Fiis difciples came by night, and 

ftole him eway while we flept. ; 
14, And if this come to the governor’s ears, we will 


| perfuadé him, and fecure you. 


15 So they took the money, and did as they were 
taught: and this faying is commonly reported among 
the Jews until this day. : ‘ 

"36 4 Then the eleven difciples went away into Ga- 
lilee, into a-mountain where Jefus had.appointed them. . 
‘49 And when they/fiw him, they worfhipped him: 

but -fome doubted: .§ 9°" . 7 

18 ( And Jefus came and fpake unto them, faying, 
All power is given unto me in héaven and in earth. 

- 19. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing 


“E them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoft : : 


- 20 Teaching them to obferve all things whatfoever 
Ihave commanded you: and, lo, Iain with you alway, 


The 
ne 
general condué denoted him to have been a wicked perfon: he was 
a few ‘years after banifhed to Gaul, for his crimes, where he became his 
own executioner. : ‘ 

19 Baptizing them in the name of the Father, &c.J _Chriftians are 
here commanded to acknowledge the Father, Son, and Holy Gholt, as 
the authors of their religion and falvation ; the Father, for its origin’; 
the Son, for its teacher; and the Holy Ghoft, for its interpreter, ° 

20 Lam with you alway, &c.] As if our Lord had faid, I am 
indeed going to héaven, and fhall not appear vifidly among yoa: but I 
fhall always be fpiritually with you and your fucceffors, til time fhall 
be no more. aed 

Genwernat Reruectrions on. Chap. XXVIIL 
The holy birth, life, death, refurreStion, and afeenfion of Chrift are the 
foundition of the Christian’s hopes: let us now therefore pray for 
“the benefits of his intercedlion, and the eftablihhment of his truth in 
-our hearts, that we may be led to believe in, adore him, and keep’ 
his commandments. May he give us grace fo to do. s 


gx COMMENTARY 


The refurrection of Chrift, 9c. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


St. Mark is fuppofed to have been one of the feventy difciples of our Lord. He was thé conftant attendant of St Peter, 
who is fappofed to have dictated bis gofpel to him about the end of the year 62. Tis gofpel, confidering the copioufnefs 
and majefty of the fubjedt, the variety of great a€tions and their furprifing circumftances, together with the number of 

ound morals and curious remarks comprifed in it, is one of the fborte/t and cleareft, the moft marvellous and fatisfactory 
hiftories in the world. His fiyleis majeftic and grave, | ae well as finple and unaffeGed. ; 


ee == 


their father Zebedee in the fhip with the hired fervants, Anno 
and went after him. Set 
21 And they went into Capernaum; and ftraightway : 
on the fabbath day he entered into the fynagogue, and A+D-3% 


. CHAP. I. 
1 The gofpel beginneth with the preaching of Fobn the Bap- 
tift. 9 Fefusis baptined; 12 tempted; 14 preacheth ; 


16 calleth Peter, Andrew, James, and Fohn: 23 bealeth 
one poffeffed of an unclean fpirit. 


taught. 
22 And they were aftonifhed at his doétrine: for 


Anno HE beginning of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift, the 1 
POMINI _ Son of God ; ; ; hetaught them as one that had authority, and not asthe 
26, 2 As it is written in the prophets, Behold, {cribes. 


A.D. 29. 


A.D. 30. 


Ifend my meffenger before thy face, which fhall prepare 
thy way before thee. 

_ 3. The voice ofone crying in the wildernefs, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths ftraight. 

.. 4 John did baptize in the wildernefs, and preach the 
baptifm of repentance for the remiffion of fins. 

5 And there went out unto him all the land of Judea, 
and they of Jerufalem, and were all baptized of him in 
the river of Jordan, confeffing their fins. 

6 And John was clothed with camel’s hair, and with 
a girdle of a fkin about his loins ; and he did eat locufts 
and wild honey; 

7 And preached, faying, There cometh one mightier 
than I after me, the latchet of whofe thoes I am not 
worthy to ftoop down and unloofe. 

8 I indeed have baptized you with water: but he 
fhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft. 

9 4 And it came'to pafs in thofe days, that Jefus 
came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of 

John in Jordan. 

“10 And ftraightway coming up out of the water, he 
faw the heavens opened, and the Spirit like a dove 
_ defcending upon him: 
13 And there came a voice from heaven, /aying, Thou 
art my: beloved Son, in whom I am well pleafed. 

12 G And immediately the fpirit driveth him into 
the wildernefs. 

13 And he was there in the wildernefs forty days, 
tempted of Satan; and was with the wild beafts ; and 
the angels miniftered unto him... ~~ 

14 Q Now after that John was put in prifon, Jefus 
came into Galilee, preaching the gofpel of the kingdom 
of God, : 7 : 

15 And faying, The time is fulfilled, and the king- 
dom of'God is at hand: repent ye,and believe the gofpel. 

16 YF Now as he walked by the fea of Galilee, he 
faw Simon and Andrew his brother cafting a net into 
the fea: for they were fifhers. ; 

17 And Jefus faid unto them, Come ye after me, 
and I will make-you to become fifhers of men. 

18 And ftraightway they forfook their nets, and fol- 
lowed him. 

_ tg And when he had gone a little farther thence, 
he faw James the fon of Zebedee, and John his brother, 
who alfo were in the {hip mending their nets. 

20 And ftraightway he called them: and they left 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. f, 
_ 5 All the land of Fadea, &c.] A part is here put for the whole; 
“Samiyings that great numbers reforted to him from Jerufalem and 
udeéa. . 
22 ds one that had authority, &c.] Immediate authority from God, 
and not like the fcribes, who retailed nothing but their traditions and 
mere human dottrinen c 


23 9 And there was in their fynagogue a man with 
an unclean fpirit; and he cried out, : 

24 Saying, Let ws alone ; what have we to do with 
thee, thou Jefus of Nazareth? art thou come to deflroy 
us? 1 know thee who thou art, the Holy One of God. 

25 And Jefus rebuked him, faying, Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. 

26 And when the unclean fpirit had torn him, and 
cried with a loud voice, he came out of him. : 


27 And they-were all amazed, infomuch that they 


queftioned among themfelves, faying, What thing is 
this? what new doétrine zs this? for with authority 
commandeth he even the unclean fpirits, and they do 
obey him. 

28 And immediately his fame {pread abroad through- 
out all the region round about Galilee. 

29. And forthwith, when they were come out of the 
fynagogue, they entered into the houfe of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay fick of a fever, and 
anon they tell him of her. 

31 And he came and took her by the hand, and 
lifted her up ; and immediately the fever left her, and 
fhe miniftered unto them. 

32 4 And at even, when the fun did fet, they brought 
unto him all that were difeafed, and them that were 
poffeffed with devils. ' 

33 And all the city was gathered together at thedoor. 

34 And he healed many that were tick of divers dif- 
eafes, and caft out many devils ; and fuffered not the 
devils to fpeak, becaufe they knew him. 

35 ¥ And in the morning, rifing up a great while 
before day, he went out, and departed into.a folitary 
place, and there prayed. 

36 And Simon and they that were with him fol- 
lowed after him. 

37 And when they had found him, they faid unto 
him, All men feelx for thee. 

g8 And he faid untothem, Let us go into the next 
towns, that Iinay preach there alfo: for therefore came 
I forth. 

39 And he preached in their fynagogues throughout 
all Galilee, and caft out devils. 

40 J[ And there came out a leper'to him, befeeching 


‘him, and kneeling down to him, and faying unto him, 


If thou wilt, thou canft make me clean. 
41 And 





24 What have we to do with thee, &c.} As Satan is an invetorate 
enemy to God and goodnefs, fo likewife are all the wicked and profane. 
34 Suffered not the devils to fpeak, &c.] Our Saviour’s commanding 
the unclean fpirits to _be filent, not only proves his divine power, but 
alfo fhews, that he did not defign that the whole fplendor of his glory 


fhould fhine forth at once. 
GENERAL 


Chrift healeth one fick of the palfy. CHAP. Il. UI. The witheredhand healed on the fabbath day. 
en A Sr reer nena 


Anno 
DOMINI 


gt. 


4t And Jefus, moved with compaffion, put forth 
bis hand, and touched him, and faith unto hin, I will; ~ 
be thou clean. ; 

42 And as foon as he had fpoken, immediately the 
leprofy departed from him, and he was cleanfed. 

43 And he ftraightly charged him, and forthwith fent 
him away ; . . 

44 And faith unto him, Sec thou fay nothing to any - 
man: but go thy way, fhew thyfelf‘to the prieft, and 
offer for thy cleanfing thofe things which Mofes com- 
manded, for a teftimony unto them. 

45 But he went out. and began to publifh i# much, 
and to blaze abroad the matrer, infomuch that Jefus 
could no more openly enter into the city, but was with- 
out in defert places: and they came to him from every 


quarter, 
CHAP. Il. 

3 Chrif? bealeth one fick of the palfy: 13 calletb Matthew, 
16 eateth with publicans and finners: excufetbh bis dif- 
ciples for plucking the ears of corn on the fabbath day. - ° 

A ND again he entered into Capernaum after fome 
days ; and it was noifed that he was in the houfe. 

2 And ftraightway many were gathered together, in- 
fomuch that there was no room to receive ‘hen, no, not 
fo much as about the door: and he preached the word 
unto them. 

3 §] And they come unto him, bringing one fick of 
the palfy, which was borne of four. 

4 And when they could not come nigh unto him for 
the prefs, they uncovered the roof where he was: and 
when they had broken # up, they let down the bed 
wherein the fick of the palfy lay. 

When Jefus faw their faith, he faid unto the fick 
of the palfy, Son, thy fins be forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the fcribes fitting there, 
and reafoning in their hearts, 

4 Why doth this man thus fpeak blafphemics? who 
can forgive fins but God only. 

8 And immediately when Jefus perceived in his fpirit 
that they fo reafoned within themfelves, he faid unto 
them, Why reafon ye thefe things in your hearts? 

9 Whether is it eafier to fay to the fick of the palfy, 
Thy fins be forgiven thee ; or to fay, Arife, and take up 
thy bed, and walk? 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power on earth to forgive fins, (he faith to the fick of 


‘ the palfy,) 


11 I fay unto thee, Arife, and take up thy bed, and 
go thy way into thine houfe. 

12 And immediately he arofe, took up the bed, and 
went forth before them all; infomuch that they were 
all amazed, and glorified God, faying, We never faw it 
on this fafhion. ~ : : 

13 And he went forth again by the fea fide; and. 
all the multitude reforted unto him,and he taught them. 

14. And as he paffed by, he faw Levi the fox of 
Alpheus fitting at the receipt of cuftom, and faid unto 
him, Follow me. And he arofeand followed him. 

15 § And it came to pafs, that, as Jefus fat at meat 
in his houfe, many publicans and finners fat alfo toge- 
ther with Jefus and his difciples: for there were many, 
and they follo.ved him. 

16 And when the fcribes and Pharifees faw him eat 
with publicans and finners, they faid unto his difciples, 


re ES SPS 
GeneRAL ReFrrectrrons on Chap, I. 
The things contained in this chapter should convince us of the divinity 
of Chrilt, and his gofpel; that his kingdom is fpiritual, and his 
ower infinite; and that the whole glory of our falvation is to be 
afcribed to God aione, 
COMMENTARY axvp NOTES on CHAP. II. 

5 Son, thy fins be forgiven thee.) ‘Thefe words are expreffive of 
our Lord’s peculiar office, namely, to redeem and fave finners: and as 
fin was the primary caufe of difeafes and death ; fo by removing the 
caufe, the.effeét ceafed : thus Chrift proved himfelf to be the great phy- 
fician of foul and body. 

17 They that are avhole have x0 need of the phyfician, &e.}] As ye 
blame not a phyfician for attending the fick, fo neither ought ye to 


How is it that he eateth and drinketh with publicans | 


and finners ? 
17 When Jefus heard it, he faith unto them, They 


-that are whole have no need of the phyfician, but they 


that are fick: Icame not to call the righteous, but fin- 
ners to repentance. 

18 § And the difciples of John and of the Pharifees 
ufed to faft: and they come and fay unto him, Why 
do the difcipies of John and of the Pharifees faft, but 
thy difciples faft not? . 

1g And Jefus faid unto them, Can the children of 
the bridechamber faft, while the bridegroom is with 
them ? as long as they have the bridegroom with them, 
they cannot faft. 

20 But the days will come, when the bridegroom 
fhall be taken away from them, and then fhal} they faft 
in thofe days. 

21 No man alfo feweth a piece of new cloth on an 
old garmenr: elfe the new piece that filleth it up taketh 
away from the old, and the rent is made worfe. 

22 And no man putreth new wine into old bottles: 
elfe the new wine doth burft the bottles, and the wine 
is fpilled, and the bottles will be marred: but new wine 
mutft be put into new bottles, 

23 Y And it came to pafs that he went through the 
corn fields on the fabbath day ; and his difciples began, 
as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. . 

24. And the Pharifees faid unto him, Behold wh 
do they on the fabbath day that which is not lawful ? 

25 And he faid unto them, Have ye never read what 
David did, when he had need, and was an hungered, he, 
and they that were with him? : 

26 How he went into the houfe of God in the days 
of Abiathar the high prieft, and did eat the fhewbread, 
which is nor lawful to eat but for the priefts, and gave 
alfo to them which were with him? 

27 And he faid unto them, The fabbath was made 
for man and not man for the fabbath. 

28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord alfo of the 


fabbath, 

‘CHAP. Il. 

1 Chrift healeth the withered band, 11 rvebuketb unclear 
Spirits, 13 choofeth bis twelve apofiles: 31 and fhewieth 
who are bis brother, fier, and iether. 

ND he entered again into the fynagogue; and 
there was a man there which had a withered hand. 

2 And they watched him, whether he would heal 
him on the fabbath day; that they might accufe him. 

3 And he faith unto the man which had the withered 
hand, Stand forth. ; 

And he faith unto them, Is it lawful to do goad 
on the fabbath days, or to do evil? to fave life or to kill? 

But they held their peace. ‘ 

s And when he had looked round about on them 
with anger, being grieved for the hardnefs of their 
hearts, he faith unto the man, Stretch forth thine hand. 
And he ftretched 7¢ out: and his hand was reftored 
whole as the other. 

6 ¥ And the Pharifees went forth, and ftraightway 
took counfel with the Herodians againit him, how rhey 
might deftroy him. 

7 But Jefus withdrew himfelf with his difciples to 
the fea: and a great multitude from Galilee followed 
him, and from Judea, 

8 And 

NR  ————— 

find fault with me for converfing with the wicked, whofe fpiritual dif. 

eafes I am fent into the world to heal and remove. 
Generar Rervectrons on Chap. If. 

It appears from hence, that, befides the power of healing diftempers, 
Chrift had alfo that of forgiving fin, which fhould lead us to confider 
him as our Redeemer and Judge, from whom we may expect health 
to our fouls, and pardon of our offences, by repentancee and faith. 

COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. III. 


5 When be had looked round about, &c.) How awful, yet amiable, 
does the Saviour of mankind appear, when he attentively furveys the 
affembly, and looks feverely round him with a juft anger at their ob- 
ftinacy and malice : mixed with a tender compaffion for the unhappinefs 
of their temper, and danger of their condition. 

3 zi ie 


Anno 


OMINE 


gi. 





"Chrift chooféth his twelve apofiles. 


Anno” 8 And from Jerufalem, and from.Idumea, and from: 


DOMIN 
gi. 


‘Ghoft hath never forgivenefs, but isin danger of eternal 


"beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and-Sidon, a 
great multitude, when they had heard what great. things 
he did, came unto him. 

9 And He fpake to his difciples, that a {mall thip 
fhould wait on him becaufe of the multitude, left they 
fhould throng him. 

10Forhehad healed many; infomuch that they prefled 
upon him for to touch him, as many: as had plagues. 

rr And unclean fpirits, when they faw him, fell 
down before him, and cried, faying, Thou art the Son 
of God. 

12 And he ftraitly charged them that they: fhould 
not make him known. 

13 And he gocth up into a mountain, and calleth 
unto bim whom he would: and they came unto him. 

14 And he ordained twelve, that they fhould-be with: 
him, and that he might fend them forth to-preach,. 


15 And to have power to heal fickneffes, and to caft | 


out devils: 

1.6 And Simon he furnamed Peter ; 

17 And James the fox of Zebedee, and John: the 
brother of James; and he furnamed then Boanerges,. 
which is, The fons:of thunder: 

18 And Andrew, and Philip, aud Bartholomew, 
and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the /on of Al- 
pheus, and Thaddeus, and Simon the Canaanite. _ 

1g And Judas Ifcariot, which alfo besrayed him: 
and they went into an houfe. 

20 ¥. And the multitude cometh together again, fo 
that they could not fo much as eat bread. 

21 And when his friends heard of 7#, they went ont 
to lay hold on him: for they faid he is befide himfelf. 

22 4{ And the fcribes which came down from Jeru- 
falem faid, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of 
the devils cafteth he out devils. 

23 And he called them unto bim, and faid unto them 
in parables, How can Satan caft out Satan? 

24 And if a kingdom be divided againft itfelf, that 
kingdom cannot ftand. 

es And if a honfe be divided againft itfelf, that 
houfe cannot ftand. 

26 And if Satan rife up againft himfelf, and be di- 
vided, he cannot ftand, but hath an end. 

27 No man can enter into a ftrong man’s houfe, and 
fpoil his goods, except. he will firft bind the ftrong 
man; and then he will fpoil his houfe. 

28 Verily I fay unto you, All fins fhall be forgiven 
unto the fons of men, and blafphemies wherewith foever 
they fhall blafpheme : 

29 But he that ‘fhall blafpheme againft the Holy 


damnation: , 
30 Becanfe they faid, He hath an unclean fpirit. 
31 ¢ There came there then his brethrenand his mo- 
ther, and, flanding without, fent unto him, calling him. 
32 And the multitude fat about him, and they faid 
unto him, Behold, thy mother and thy brethren with- 
out {eek for thee. - . 
33 And he anfwered them, faying, Who is my mo- 
ther, or my brethren ? 

4 And he looked round about on them which fat 
about him, and faid, Behold, my mother and my bre- 
thren ! : 

35 For whofoever fhall do the will of God, the fame 
is my brother, and my filter, and mother. 


ee 


2 He is befide himfelf.]_ ‘The Greck word alfo fignifics, he is faint, 
having lately had no refrefhment. : 

27 No mau can enter into a fivong man's Boufe, &c.] Thefe words 
imply that Chrift was endved with almighty power, and therefore 


fuperior to the devil, which was evidently fhewn by caiting him ont of } 


the bodies of men. 

, Generar Rerueretirons on Chap. III. 

The miracles of Chrift theuld confirm our faith in him; and his 
clmice of the apoftles is the effet of his great wifdom and good- 
nefs. The blafphemy of the Pharifees, and the terrible punifiment 
denounced againft them, fhould ftrike us with horror, and. infpire 
us with fear of offending: and the love Chrift expreffes towards 


Ss. MARK, 




















: CHAP. Iv. 
4.1 The parable of the fower. 14 Expofition of the parable. 12 
The light of knowledge is given to be communicated to others. 
” A: ND he began again to'tcach by tke fea fide: and 
there was gathered unto him a great multitude, 
fo that he entered into a fhip, and fat in the fea; and 
the whole multitude was by the fea on the Jand. 
2 And he taught them many things by parables, 
and faid unto. them in his doctrine, 
. Hearken ; Behold, there went out a.fower to fow: 
4 And it came to pafs as he fowed, fome fell by the 
way: fide, and.the fowls of the air came.and devoured 
1¢ up. i 
5 Nad fome fell on flony ground, where it had not 
much earth; and immediately it {fprang up, becaufe 
it had no depth of earth: 


becaufe.it- had no root, it withered away. 
7 And fome fe!l among thorns, and the thorns grew 
‘up, and choked it, and it yielded no fruit: 
.  8-And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit 
that fprang up and increafed; and brought forth, fome 
thirty, and fome fixty, and fome an hundred. 


let him- hear, 

10 G And when he wasalone, they that were about 
him with the twelve afked of him.the parable. 

11 And he faid unto them, Unto yon it is given to 
know the myftery of the kingdom.of God: but unto 
oe that are without, all ¢befe things are done in pa- 
rables : 


hearing they may hear, and not underiland; leit at 
any time they fhould be converted, and ¢heir fins fhould 
be forgiven them. 

19 And he faid unto them, Know ye not this para- 
ble? and how thea will ye know all parables? 

14 9 The fower foweth the word. 

‘1g Andthefe are they by the way fide, where the 
word is fown; but when they have heard, Satan cometh 
immediately, and taketh away the word that was fown 
in their hearts. 

16 And thefe are they likewife which are fown on 
ftony ground; who, when they have heard the word, 
_insmediately receive it with gladnefs ; 

17 And have noroot in themfelves, and fo endure 
but for a time: afterward, when aflliction or perfecu- 
tian arifeth for the word’s fake, immediately they are 
offended. 

18 And thefeare they which are fownamong thorns; 
fuch as hear the word, 

19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitful- 
nefs of riches, and the lufts of other things entering in, 
- choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 

go And thefe are they which are fown on good 
ground ; fuch as hear the word, and receive /f, and 
bring forth: fruit, fome thirtyfold, fome fixty, and fome 
‘{ an hundred. ; 

21 & And he faid unto them, Is a candle brought 
to be put under a bufhel, or under a bed? and nor to 
‘be fet on a candleftick ? 

22 Vor there is nothing hid, which fhall not be ma- 
nifefted ; neither was any thing kept fecret, but that 
it fhould come abroad. 

23 Ifany man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

24 And he faith unto them, Takeheed what ye hear: 

with 
te 
his difeiples, ought to attraét our affeCtions to him, fo as to hear his 

word, and do his will. , 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

3 There went out a fower to frw.} This parable denotes the dif- 
ferent, reception the gofpel mects with in the world: many forts of 
people hear it, but only one fort embrace it cordially, fo as to bring 
forth fruit in their life and pra¢tice; the reft being hindered by an 
evif difpoficion, and hard heart, the fear ‘of perfecution, or the cares 
of the world. 

ar Unto them that are without, &c.] That are ignorant of God, 
and out of the way of falvation: living without hope, and without 
God in the world, 7 : . 

4 





24 Take 


The parable of the fower.. . 


wm 


Anno 
DOMINI . 
gle 


6 And when the fun was up, it was fcorched; and 


9: And he faid unto them, He that. hath cars. to hear,, 


12 That feeing they may fee, and not perceive ; and 





Chrift_fiilleth a tempeft. 


Anno with what meafure ye mete, it fhall be meafured to you: 
ge and unto you that hear fhail more be given. 
A 25 For he that hath, to him thal! be given: and he 
that hath not, from him fhal] be taken even that which 
he hath. ; 
26 4 And he faid, So is the kingdom of God, as if 
aman fhould caft feed into the ground ; : 
27 And fhould fleep, and rife night and day, and the 
feed fhould fpring and grow up, he knoweth not how. 
28 For, the earth bringeth forth fruit of herfelf; 
firft the blade then the ear, after thar the full corn im 
the ear. : 
29 But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately. 
he putteth in the fickle, becaufe the harveft is come. 
-30 @ And he faid, Whereunto fhall we liken the 
kingdom of God? or with what comparifon fhall we 
compare it? ; 





31 Jt 7s like a grain of muftard feed, which, when : 


it is fown in the earth, is lefs than all the feeds that be 
in the earth: ae i 
32 But when it is fown, it groweth up, and becom- 


eth greater than all herbs, and fhooteth out great -f; 


branches; fo that the fowls of the air may lodge under 
the fhadow of it. ‘ 

33 And with many fuch parables fpake he the word 
unto them, as they were able to hear 7¢. 

34 But without a parable fpake he not unto them: 
and they were alone, he expounded all things to his dif- 
ciples. F 

35 § And the fame day, when the even was come, he 
faith unto them, Let us pafs over unto the other fide. 

36 And when they had fent away the multitude, they 
took him even as he was in the fhip. And there were 
alfo with him other little fhips. 

37 And there arofe a great ftorm of wind, and the 
waves beat into the fhip, fo that it was now full. 

38 And he wasin the hinder part of the fhip, afleep 
ona pillow: and they awake him, and fay unto him, 
Mafter, careft thou not that we perifh? 

g And he arofe, and rebuked the wind, and faid 
unto the fea, Peace, be flill. And the wind ceafed, and 
there was a great calm. 

40 And he faid unto them, Why are ye fo fearful? 
how is it that ye have no faith? 

41 And they feared exceedingly, and faid one toano- 
ther, What manner of man is this, that even the wind 
and the fea obey him? 


CHAP. V. 


1 Chrif? cafieth out the legion of devils, and fufferetb them 
to enter ilo the herd of fwine: 25 He-bealeth a woman 
of an inveterate iffue of blood: 35 be raifeth Fairus’s 
daughter to life. 

A ND they came over unto the other fide of the fea, 
into the country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when he was come out of the fhip, immedi- 
ately there met him out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean f{pirit, : 

3 Who had bis dwelling among the tombs; and no 
man could bind him, no, not with chains: 

4 Becaufe that he had been often bound with fetters 
and chains, and the chains had been plucked afunder 
by him, and the fetters broken in pieces: neither could 
any sax tame him. . 
..§ And always, night and day, he was in the moun- 
tains, and in the tombs, crying; and cutting himfelf. 
with ftones. , 

. 6 And when he faw Jefus afar off, he ran and wor- 
fhipped him, 


——_———_—_—_— eS 
"24 Take heed what ye bear, Sc.) Attend carefully to the doétrines 
delivered, that they are agreeable to fcripture, and the analogy of 


faith. . ; 

: Generav RerLrections on Chap. IV.: 

This chapter teaches us, that unbelief is the root of all other fins ; 
and that they who do not credit the teflimony of {cripture con- 
cerning Chrift, make God-a Har, and feal their own condemna- 
tion. y Pore 

No. 61, 


Cc HAP. 





Vv, Fle cafteth owt the legion of devils. 
‘y And cried with a loud voice, and faid, What have Amo 
Ito do with thee, Jefus, box Son of the mott high God 
I adjure thee by God, that thou torment me not. 

8 For he faid unto him, Come out of the man, shou 


unclean fpirit. ; 
g And he afked him, What is thy name? _ And he 


35° 


} anfwered, faying, My name is Legion: for we are many. 


1o And he befought him much that he would not 


.| fend him.away out of the country, |. 


11 Now there was there nigh unto the mountains a 


' great herd of {wine feeding. 


12 And allsthe devils befought him, faying, Send 


}{ US into the fwine, that we may enter into them. 


13 And forthwith Jefus gave them leave. And the 


f{ unclean fpirits went out, and entered into the fwine : 
-| and the herd ran violently downa fteep place into the 


fea, (they were about two thoufand ;) and were choked 
inthe fea. 

14. And they that fed the fwine fled, and told iz in 
the city, and in che country. And rhey went out to 
fee: what it was that was done. . 

15 And they come to Jefus, and fee him that was 
poficffed: with the devil,.and had the legion, fitting, and 


| clothed,.and:ia his right mind.: and they were afraid. 


16. And they that faw #t told them. how it befel ro 
him that was poffeffed with the devil, and a//o concern. 
ing the fwine. ; 

17 And they began to: pray him to depart our of 
their coafts. 

18 And when he was come into the fhip, he that 
had been pofleffed with the devil prayed him that he 
might be with him. 

19 Howbeit Jefus fuffered him not, but faith unto 
him, Go home to thy friends, and’tell rhem how grear 
things the Lord hath done for thee, and hath had com- 
paffion on thee, 

20 And he departed, and began ta publifh in De- 
capolis, how great things Jefus had done for him: and 
all men did marvel. . 

21 ¥ And when Jefus was paffed over again by fhip 
unto the other fide, much people gathered unto him: . 
and: he was nigh unto the fea. 

22 And, behold, there cometh one of the rulers of 
the fynagogue, Jairus by name; and when he faw him, 
he fell at his feet, 

23 And befought him greatly, faying, My little 
daughter tieth at the point of death: / pray ther, come 
and. lay thy hands on her, that fhe may be healed; and 
fhe flrall live. 

24 And Fefis went with him; and much people 
followed him, and thronged him. 

as. § And a certain woman, which had an iffue of 
blood twelve years, 

26 And had fuffered many things of many phyfi- 
cians, and had fpent all that the had, and was nothing 
bettered, but rather grew worfe, 

27 When fhe had. heard of Jefus, came in the prefs 
behind, and touched his garment. - 

28 For the faid, If I may touch but his clothes, I 
thalt be whole. 

2g And ftraightway the fountain of her blood was 
dried up ; and fhe felt in ber body that fhe was healed 
of thar plague. 

30 And Jefus, immediately knowing .in himfelf that 
virtue had gone out of him, turned him about in the 
prefs, and faid, Who touched my clothes ? 

31 And his difciples faid unto him, Thou feeft the 
multitude thronging thee, and fayeft thou, Who touched 
me? 

32 And 
EL 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. V. 


18 He that had been pofefjed ewith the devil, prayed him, &c.} 
Fearing a rewurn of his calamity, he defired to be near his deliverer = 
fo far this fear is good: but Jefus, knowing he could preferve him 
as.well abfent as prefent, judged it would tend more to the glory of 
God for him to repair to his friends, and declare how great a mercy 
God had vouchfafed to him. 


sY.- 43 He 
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Anno_ 32 And he looked round about to fee her that had’ 
DOMIN] done this thing. 


fawus daughter reftored to life. S. Fohn the Baptift beheaded. 


rr And whofoever fhall not receive you, nor hear_ Anno 


a 33 But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing 
what was done in her, came and fell down before him, 
and told him all the truth. : : 

34. And he faid unto her, Daughter, thy faith hath 
made thee whole; go in peace, and be whole-of thy 
plague. : 

35 | While he yet {pake, there came fromyhe ruler 
of the fynagogue’s hou/e certain which faid, Thy daugh- 
ter is dead: why troubleft théuthe Mafter any further? 

36 As foon as Jefus heard the word that was fpoken, 
he faith unto the ruler of the fynagogue, Be not afraid, 
only believe. . : 

37 And he fuffered no man to follow him, fave 
Peter, and James, and John the brother of James. 

38 And he cometh to the houfe of the ruler of the 
Synagogue, and feeth the tumult, and them that wept 
and wailed greatly. 

. 39 And when he was come in, he faith unto them, 
Why make ye this ado, and weep ? the damfel is not 
dead, but fleepeth. 

40 And they laughed him to feorn. But when he 
had put them all out, he taketh the father and the mo- 
ther of the damfel, and them that were with him, and 
entereth in where the damfel was lying. 

41 And he took the damfel by the hand, and faid 
unto her, Talitha cumi; which is, being interpreteds 
Damfel, I fay unto thee, arife. 

42 And ftraightway the damfel arofe, and walked ; 
for fhe was of ¢he age of twelve years. And they were 
aftonifhed with a great aftonifhment. 

43: And he charged them ftraitly that no man fhould 


know it; and commanded that fomething fhould be - 


given her to eat. 

Chrift is fl Pca pion t 
1 Chrift ts lighted by bis own countrymen: 9 he giveth the 

twelve ee A Divers ipintine of Chrift. 16 Fobn 

Baptift bebeaded. 34 The miracle of the loaves. 

ND he went out from thence, and came into his 
~& Own country; and his difciples followed him. 

2 And when the fabbath day was come, he began to 
teach in the fynagogue: and many hearing bim were 
aftonifhed, faying, From whence hath this man thefe 
things? and what wifdom és this which is given unto 
him, that even fuch mighty works are wrought by his 
hands? 

3 Is not this the carpenter, the fon of Mary, the bro- 
ther of James, and Jofes, and of Juda, and Simon? 
and are not his fifters here with us? And they were of- 
fended at him. 

4 But Jefus faid unto them, A prophet is not with- 
out honour, but in his own country, and among his 
own kin, and in his own houfe. 

§ And hecould there do no mighty work, fave that 
he laid his hands upon a few fick folk, and healed shem. 

6 And he marvelled becaufe of their unbelief. And 
he went round about the villages, teaching. 

7 ¥. And he called uuto bim the twelve, and began 
to fend them forth by two and two; and gave them 
power over unclean f{pirits ; 

8 And commanded them that they fhould take no- 
thing for sbefr journey, fave a ftaff only; no {crip, no 
bread, no money in “heir purfe: - 

_9 But 4e fhod with fandals; and not put on twocoats. 

10 And he faid unto them, In whar place foever ye 
enter into an houfe, there abide till ye depart from that 
place. 





43 He charged them, &c.] See chap. i. 34. iii, 12. Mat. ix. 30. 
and xii. 16. ; = 
, Generat ReEFirections on Chap. V. 

They who are fenfible of the benefits Chrift has beftowed on them, 
will be willing to follow him in obedience, make his mercies known, 
and fpeak his praife ; living in a firm belief of the immortality of 
the foul, and of a joyful refurreétion to life eternal. 

COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. VI. 


6 We coxld there da no mighty werk, &<.J God is both able and 





your feet for a teftimony againit them. Verily I fay 
unto you, Ir fhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Go- 
morrha in the day of judgment, than for that city. 

32 And they went out, and preached that men fhould 
repent. 

13 And they caft out many devils, and anointed 
with oil many that were fick, and healed ‘hem: 

14. 9 And king Herod heard of bim; (for his name 
was {pread abroad :) and he faid, That John the Baptift 
was rifen from the dead, and therefore mighty works 
do fhew forth themfelves in him. 

15 Others faid, That it is Elias. And others faid, 
That it isa prophet, oras one of the prophets. 


John, whom I beheaded : he is rifen from the dead. 

17 For Herod himfelf had fent forth and laid hold 
upon John, and bound him in prifon for Herodias’ fake, 
his brother Philip’s wife : for he had married her. 

18 For John had faid unto Herod, It is not lawful 
for thee to have thy brother’s wife. 

19 Therefore Herodias had a quarrel againft him, 
and would have killed him; but fhe could not: 

20 For Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
juft man and an holy, and obferved him; and when he 
heard him, he did many things, and heard him gladly. 


on his birthday made a fupper ro his lords, high cap- 
tains, and chief efates of Galilee; 

22 And when the daughter of the faid Herodias 
came in, and danced, and pleafed Herod and them thar 
fat with him, the king faid unto the damfel, Afk of me 
whatfoever thou wilt, and I will give 7¢ thee. 

23 And he {ware unto her, Whatfoever thou fhale 
afk of me, I will give z¢ thee, unto the half of my 
kingdom. 

24 And fhe went forth, and faid unto her mother, 
What fhall J afk? And the faid, the head of John the 
Baptift. 

25 And fhe came in f{traightway with hafte unto the 
king, and afked, faying, I will that thou give me by 
and by in a charger the head of John the Baptift. 

26 And the king was exceeding forry; yet for his 
oath’s fake, and for their fakes which fat with him, he 
would not reject her, 

27 And immediately the king fent an executioner 
and commanded his head to be brought; and he went 
and beheaded him in the prifon, 

28 And brought his head in a charger, and gave it 
to the damfel : and the damfel gave it to her mother. 

29 And when his difciples heard 9f 77, they came and. 
took up his corpfe, and laiditinatomb. + 

30 G And the apoftles gathered themfelves together 
unto Jefus, and told him all things, both whar they had 
done, and what they had taught. 

31 And he faid unto them, Come ye yourfelves 
apart into a defert place, and refla while: for there 
were many coming and going, and they had no leilure 
fo much as to eat. ; 

32 And they departed into a defert place by fhip 
privately. 

33 And the people faw them departing, and many 
knew him, and ran afoot thither out of all cities, and 
outwent them, and came together unto him. 

34 q And Jefus, when he came our, faw much peo- 
ple, and was moved with compafflion toward them, be- 

caule 





willing to extend his goodnefs te mankind, but their unbelief and 
perverfenefs prevent them. 


11 For a teffimony againff them, &c.}) As a Symbol that they are 


4 for ever excluded from the enjoyment of thofe fpiritual bleffings 


which Chrift came to beftow on a loft world. | ~ 

27 And immediately, &c.] Asa punithment for this act of cruelty, 
we learn from feveral of the antient fathers, that this daughter of 
Herodias being one day walking on the ice, it gave way, and her 
body funk to the bottom, while the head floated on the furtace, till it 
was taken out by fome fihhermen, and thrown to the dogs. 


GENERAL 


you, when ye depart thence, thake off the duft oder?) 


14 G But when Herod heard theresf, he faid, It is A.D. 30. 


21 And when a convenient day was come, that Herod A.D.32, 


a 


. 
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Chrift feedeth five thoufand. CHAP. VII. The Pharifees reproved of hypocrify. 


Anno caufe they were as fheep not having a fhepherd: and 
ao he began to teach them many things. 





wath their hands oft, eat not, holding the tradition of Anno 


the elders. ee 





2 

; 35 And when the day was now far {pent, his difciples 

came unto him, and faid, This is a defert place, and 

now the time/s far pafled : : 

36 Send them away, that they may go into the 
country round about, and into the villages, aad buy 
themfelves bread: for they have nathing to eat. 

37 He anfwered and faid unto them, Give ye them 
to eat. And they fay unto him, Shall we go and buy 
twohundred penny worth of bread, and givethem to eat? 

38 He faith unto them, How many loaves have ye? 
go and fee. And when they knew, they fay, Five, and 
two fifhes. . 

39 And he commanded them to make all fit down 
by companies upon the green grafs. 

40 And they fat down in ranks, by hundreds, and 
by fifties. 

41 And when he had taken the five loaves and the 
two fifhes, he looked up to heaven. and bleffed, and 
brake the loaves, and gave them to his difciples to fet 
before them; and the two fifhes divided he among 
them all. 

42 And they did all eat, and were filled. 

43 And they took up twelve bafkets full of the frag- 
ments, and of the fifhes. . 

44 And they that did eat of the loaves were about 
five thoufand men. 

45 4 And ftraightway he conftrained his difciples to 
get into the fhip, and to go to the other fide before. unto 
Bethfaida, while he fent away the people. 

46 And when he had fent them away, he departed 
into a mountain to pray. 

47 And when even was come, the fhip was in the 
midit of the fea, and he alone on the land. 

48 And he faw them toiling in rowing; for the wind 
was contrary unto them : abd about the fourth watch 
of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the 
fea, and would have paffed by them. 

49 But when they faw him walking upon the fea, 
they fuppofed it had been a fpirit, and cried out: 

50 For they all faw him, and were troubled. And 
immediately he talked with them, and faith unto them, 
Be of good cheer: it is I; be not afraid. 

st And he went up unto them into the fhip; and the 
wind ceafed: and they were fore amazed in themfelves 
beyond meafure, and wondered. 

52 For they confidered not the miracle of the loaves : 
for their heart was hardened, 

53 §[ And when ‘they had paffed over, they came 
into the land of Gennefaret, and drew to the fhore. 

54 And whenthey werecomeoutof the fhip, ftraight- 
way they knew him, 

55 And ran through that whole region round about, 
and began to carry about in beds thofe that were fick, 
where they heard he was. 

56 And whitherfoever he entered, into villages, or 
cities, or country, they laid the fick in the ftreets, and 
befought him that they might touch if it were but the 
border of his garment: and as many as touched him 
were made whole, 

CHAP. VIL. 

1 The Pharifees finding fault with his difciples for eating 
with unwajfhen hands :' 8 they break God’s command- 
ment. 14 Meat defileth not aman. 24 Chrift healeth 
ane poffeffed. 

fi fees came together unto him the Pharifees, and 

. certain of the {cribes, which came from Jerufalem. 

2 And when they faw fome of his difciples eat bread 
with defiled, that is to fay, with unwafhen hands, they 
found fault. 

3 For the Pharifees, and all the Jews, except they 





Grenerau Rerrecrions on Chap. VI. . 
What deferves particular not'ce, in this chapter, is, refpeting He- 
rod’s death, that vacious perfons commonly hate thofe who reprove 
them for their diforderly lives, and that very great evils {pring 
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4 And when they come from the market, except they 
wath, they eat not. And many other things there be, 
which they have received to hold, as the wafhing of 
cups, and pots, brafen veffels, and of tables. 

5 Then the Pharifees and fcribes afked him, Why 
walk not thy difciptes according to the tradition of 
the elders, but eat bread with unwafhen hands? 

6 He anfwered and faid unto them, Welt hath Efaias 
prophefied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This peo- 
pte honoureth me with ¢eir ips, but their heart is far 
from me. 

7 Howbeit in vaindo they worfhip me, teaching for 
dofétrines the commandments of men. 

8 For laying afide the commandment of God, ye hold 
the tradition of men, asthe wafhing of pots and cups: 
and many other fuch like things ye do. 

9 And he faid unto them, Full well ye reject the 
commandment of God, that ye may keep your own 
tradition. 

1o For Mofes faid, Honour thy father and thy mo- 
ther; and, Whofo curfeth father or mother, let him die 
the death: 

ry But ye fay, If a man fhall fay to his father or 
mother, J¢ is Corban, that is to fay, a gift, by whatfo- 
ever thoy mighteft be profited by me; be fhall be free. 

12 And ye fuffer him no more to do ought for his 
father or his mother ; 

13 Making the word of God of none effect through 
y our tradition, which ye have delivered: and many fuch 
like things do ye. 

14 §[| And when he had called all the people wuto 
Aim, he faid unto them, Hearken unto me every one of 
you, and underftand: - 

15 There is nothing from without a man, that en- 
tering into him can defile him: but the things which 
come out of him, thofe are they that defile the man, 

16 Ifany man have ears to hear, let him hear. 

17 And when he was entered jnto the houfe from 
the people, his difciples afked him concerning the 
parable. . 

18 And he faith unto them, Are ye fo without un- 
derftanding alfo ? Do ye not perceive, that whatfoever 
thing from without entereth into the man, ##cannot de- 
file him ; : 

19 Becaufe it entereth not into his heart, but into the 
belly, and goeth outinto the draught, purging all meats? 

20 And he faid, That which cometh ouc of the man, 
that defileth the man. 

21 For from within, out of the heart of men, pro~ 
ceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 

22 Thefts, covetoufnefs, wickednefs, deceit, lafcivi- 
oufnefs, an evil eye, blafphemy, pride, foolifhnefs : 

23 All thefe evil things come from within, and de- 
file the man. : 

24: And from thence he arofe, and went into the 
borders of Tyre and Sidon, and entered into an houfe, 
and would have no man know it: but he could not 
be hid. 

2s For acertain woman, whofe young daughter had 
an unclean fpirit, heard of him, and came and fell at 
his feet : 

26 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophenician by 
nation ; and fhe befought him that he would caft forth 
the devil out of her daughter. : 

27 But Jefus faid unto her, Let the children firft 
be filled : for itisnot mect to take the children’s bread, 
and to caft if unto the dogs. 

28 And fhe'an{wered and faid unto him, Yes, Lord: 
yet the dogs under the table eat af the children’s 


crumbs. 
eg And 


from impurity, as well as from the compliance which people thew 
for the wicked, and from rafh oaths, 


COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. VI, 
14 Underfland.] Rather, confider attentively, meditate. 


34 He 





Chrift ‘feedeth four thoufand. 





2g And he faid unto her, For this faying go thy 


nno 
sai way; the devil is gone out of thy daughter. 


“the a. 


32. 


30 And when fhe was come to her houfe, fhe found 


the devil gone out, and her daughter laid upon the bed. 
gr “| And again, departing from the coafts of Tyre 
and Sidon, he came unto the fea of Galilee, through 


the midit of the coafts of Decapolis. 


32 Andthey bring unto him one that was deaf, and, 
had an impediment in his. fpeech; and they befcech. 


him to put his hand upon him.’ 


33 And he took him afide from the multitude, and 
put his fingers into his ears, and he fpit, and touched 


his tongue ; © 


34. And looking up to heaven, he fighed, and faith 


unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. 


35 And ftraightway his ears were opened, and the 


firing of his tongue was loofed, and he fpake plain. ° 
' 36 And he charged them that they fhould tell no 


man: but the more he charged them, fo much the more 


4 great deal they publithed 7+; 


7 And were beyond meafure aftonifhed, faying, He 
hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to 


hear, and the dumb to fpeak. 
gt _ " GHA PL VIZ, 


1 Chrift miraculoufly feedeth four thoufand perfons : 10 be 


_ vefufeth the Pharifees a fign: 22 giveth a blind man his 
Sight: 34 and exborteth to patience. 
N thofe days the multitude being very great, and 


having nothing to eat, Jefus called his difciples uzto 


4im, and faith unto them, : 

_ 2 Lhave compaffion on the multitude, becaufe they 
have now been with me three days, and have nothing 
to eat: 

3 And if I fend them away fafting to their own 


houfes, they will faint by the way: for divers of them 


came from far. . 

4 And his difciples anfwered him, From whence 
can a man fatisfy thefe men with bread here in the wil- 
dernefs ? 

§ And he afked them, How many loaves have ye? 
And they faid, Seven. , 

6 And he commanded the people to fit down on the 
ground: and he took the feven.loaves, and gave thanks, 
and brake, and gave to his difciples to fet before them; 
and they did fet them before the people. 

47 And they had a few fmall fifhes: and he bleffed, 
and commanded to fet them alfo before them. 

8 So they did eat, and were filled : and they took 
up of the broken meat that was left feven bafkets. 

9 And they that had eaten were about four thoufand: 
and he fent them away. 

10 Gf And ftraightway he entered into a fhip with his 
difciples, and came into the parts of Dalmanutha. 

aa And the Pharifees came forth, and began to quéf- 
tion with him, feeling of him a fign from heaven, 
tempting him. | 

y2 And he fighed deeply in his fpirit, and faith, 
Why doth this generation feek after a fign? verily I 
fay unto you, There fhall no fign be given unto this 
generation. : 

13 And he left them, and entering into the fhip 
again departed to the other fide. 

14 J Now the di/ciples had forgotten to take bread, 
neither had they in the fhip with them more than one 
loaf. : 

‘as And he charged them, faying, Take heed, be- 
ware of the leaven of the Pharitees, and of the leaven 
of Herod. 





34 He fighed, &c.] Chrift’s fighing on this occafion evidently 
difplayed not only the great love he bore to the human race, bot alfo 
the forrow that affeGted “his compaffionate heart, on a review of the 
miferies which fin had brought upon them. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. VII. 


We here fee, that prayers, offered up with humility and zeal, have 
a great efficacy.; that if they do not obtain for us.at firft all that 
we defire of God, yet if we perfevere in the path of duty, we thall 
at Jength obtain every needful bleffing. 


& 


S. MARK. 








16 And they reafoned among themfelves, faying, iz 
is becaufe we have no bread. p 

17 And when Jefus knew 7t, he faith unto them, . 
_ Why reafon ye, becaufe ye have no bread ? perceive 
ye not yet, neither underitand? have ye your heart 
yet hardened ? a 

18 Having eyes, fee ye not? and having ears, hear 
ye not? and do ye not remember? 

19 When I brake the five loaves among five thou- 
fand, how many bafkets full of fragments took ye up? 
They fay unto him, Twelve. 


20 And when the feven among four thoufand, how .- 


many bafkets full of fragments took ye up ?. And they 

faid, Seven. 

eat Andhe faid unto them, How is it that ye do 
not underftand ? 

229 And be cometh to Bethfaida; and they bring 
a blind man unto him, and befonght him to touch him. 

23 And hetook the blind man by the hand, and led 
him out of the town; and when he had {pit on his eyes, 
la ta his hands upon him, he afked him if he Aw 
ought, 

24 And he looked up, and faid, I fee men as trees, 
walking. ‘ 

25 After that he put 4/s hands again upon his eyes, 
and made him look up: and he was reftored, and faw 
every man clearly. . 

26 And he fent him away to his houfe, faying, Nei- 
ther go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town. 

27 Y And Jefus went out, and his difciples, into the 
towns of Ccfarea Philippi : and by the way he afkced his 
difciples, faying unto them, Whomdo men fay thatlam? 

28 And they anfwered, John the Baptift: but fome 
Jay, Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 

z9 And he faith unto them, But whom fay ye that 
Iam? And Peter anfwereth and faith unto him, Thou 
art the Chrift. 

30 And he charged them that they fhould tell no 
mian.of him. 

31 I And he began to teach them, that the Son of 
man muft fuffer many things, and be rejected of the 
elders, and of the chief priefts, and feribes, and be 
Ikilled, and after three days rife again. 

32 And he fpake that faying openly. And Peter 
took him, and began to rebuke him. 

33 But when he had turned about and looked on 
his difciples, he rebuked Peter, faying, Get thee behind 
me, Satan: for thou favoureft not the things that be 
of God, but the things that be of men. 

34 §f And when he had called the people unto him 
with his difciples alfo, he faid unto them, Whofoever 
will come after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up 
his crofs, and follow me. 

35 For whofoever will fave his life fhall lofeit; but 
whofoever fhall lofe his life for my fake and the gofpel’s, 
the fame fhall fave it. 

36 For what fhall it profit a man, if he fhall gain 
the whole world, and lofe his own foul? 

37 Or what fhalla man give in exchange for his foul? 

38 Whofoever therefore fhal] be afhamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and finful generation; 
of him alfo fhall the Son of man be afhamed, when-he 
cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 

CHAP. IX. 

2 The transfiguration of Chrift: 11 he inftructeth bis difti- 
ples: 14 he cafieth out a dumb fpirit : 30 he foretelleth 
his death and refurrettion ; 33 and exhorteth to Lumility. 

AND 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. VIII. 
15 Beware of the kaven of the Pharifees, &c.] Avoid hypocrify, 
which is their ruling principle. 

24 1 fee tach as trees, walking.} ‘Thefe words exprefs very properly 
ic Indiflan nets of his viion. J - epee 
Genenab Rerrectrions on Chap. VII. 

Chrift here teaches us, that they who will be his difcipies, muft deny 
themfelves, and be prepared to fuffer; and that there is nothing of 
fo great importance to us, ag to lofe or faye our fouls. May tele 
confiderations fink deep inte our hearts. 

; COMMENTARY 


He giveth a blind man Sight. 


Anno 
OMIM] 


3?; 


CHAP. IX. He cafteth out a dumb and deaf fpivit. 


25 When Jefus faw that the people came running, Anno 





The transfguration of Chrift. 


oy ND he faid unto them, Verily I fay unto you, 2 
32. That there be fome of them chat ftand here, together, he rebuked the foul fpirit, faying unto him, POM 


which fhall not tafte of death, till they have feen the 
kingdom of God come with power. 

2@ And after Gx days Jefus taketh with bim Peter, 
and James, and John, and feadeth them up into an 
high mountain apart by themfelves: and he was tran& 
figured before them. 

3 Aad his raiment became hhining, exceeding ‘white 
as {now ; fo as no fuller on earth can white them. 

4 And there appeared unto them Elias with Mofes: 
and they were talking with Jefus. 

5 And Peter anfwered and faid to Jefus, Mafter, it 
is good for us to be here: and let us make three ta- 
bernacles; one for thee, and one for Mofes, and one 
for Elias. 

6 For he wilt not what to fay; for they were fore 
afraid. 

7 And there was a cloud that overfhadowed them: 
and a voice came out of the cloud, faying, This is my 
beloved Son: hear him. 

8 And fuddenly, when they had looked round about, 
thty {aw no man any more, fave Jefus only with them- 
felves. ‘ 

9 And as they came down from the mountain, he 
charged them that they fhould tell no man what things 
pes had feen, till the Son of man were rifen from the 
dead. ; 

10 And they kept that faying with themfelves, quecf- 
tioning one with another what the rifing from the dead 
fhould mean. 

11 And they afked him, faying, Why fay the 
{cribes that Elias mutt firft come ? 

12 And he anfwered and told them, Elias verily 
cometh firft, and reftoreth all things; and how it is 
written of the Son of man, that he mutt fuffer many 
things, and be fet at nought. 

13 But I fay unto you, That Elias is indeed come, 
and they have done unto him whatfoever they lifted, as 
it is written of him. : 

14 G And when he came to dis difciples, hc faw a 
great multitude about them, and the {cribes quetftion- 
ing with them. 

15 And itraightway all the people, when they be- 
held him, were greatly amazed, and running to dim 
faluted him. 

16 And he afked the fcribes, What queftion ye with 
them ° . 

17 And one of the multitude anfwered and faid, 
Matter, I have brought unto thee my fon, which hath 
a dumb fpirit 5 

18 And wherefoever he taketh him, he teareth him: 
and he foameth, and gnafheth with his teeth, and 
pineth away: and I fpake to thy difciples that they 


Thou dumb and deaf fpirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. 

26 And the /pirit cried, and rent him fore, and cante 
out of him: and he was as one dead; infomuch that 
many faid, He is dead. 

27 But Jefus took him by the hand, and lifted him 
up; and he arofe. ° 

_ 28 And when he wascome into the houfe, his difz 
ciples afked him privately, Why could not we caft 
him out? 

29 And he faid unto them, This kind can come 
forth by nothing, but by prayer and fafting. 

30 {jf And they departed thence, and paffed through 
Galilee; and he would not that any man fhould know if. 

3 For he taught his difciples, and faid unto them, 
The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men, and 
they fhall kill him; and after that heis killed, he fhall 
rife the third day. 

32 But they underftood not that faying, and were 
afraid to afk him. , 

33 Y And he cameto Capernaum: and being in the 
houfe he afked them, What was it that ye difputed 
among yourfeives by the way ? 

34 Bur they held their peace: for by the way they 
had difputed among themfelves, who /Lould be the 
greateft. 

35 And he fat down, and called the twelve, and faith 
unto them, If any man defire to be firft, the fame fhall 
be iaft of all, and fervant of all. ; 

. 36 Aad he took a child, and fet him in the midft of 
them: and when he had taken him in his arms, he 
faid unto them, 

37 Whofoever fhall receive one of fuchchildren in 
my name, receiveth me: and whofoever fhall receive 
me, receiveth not me, but him that fent me. 

38 4 And John anfwered him, faying, Mafter, we 
faw onecafting out devils in thy name, and he falloweth 
not us: and. we forbad him, becaufe he followeth not us. 

39 But Jefus faid, Forbid him not; for there is no 
man which fhall do a miracle in my name, that can 
lightly fpeak evil of me. 

4° For he that is not againft us is on our part. 

41 For whofoever fhali give you a cup of water to 
drink in my name, becaufe ye belong to Chritt, verily 
I fay unto you, he fhall not lofe his reward. 

42 And whofoever fhall offend one of thef little 
ones, that believein me, itis better for him that a mil- 
ftone were hanged about his neck, and he were caft 
into the fea. 

43 And if thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better 
for thee to enter into life maimed, than having two 
hands to go iato hell, into the fire that never fhall be 


fhould caft him out; and they could not. quenched: 
19 He anfwereth him, and faith, O faithiefs gene- 44 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
ration, how long fhall I be with you? how long fhall || quenched. 


I fuffer you? bring him unto me. 

zo And they brought him unto him: and when he 
faw him, ftraightway the fpirit tare him; and he fell on 
the ground, and wallowed foaming. 

2t And he afked his father, How long is it ago fince 
this came unto him? And he faid, Of a child. 

22 And ofttimes it hath caft him into the fire, and 
into the waters, to deftroy him: but if thou canit do 
any thing, have compaffion on us, and help us- 

23 Jefus.faid unto him, If thou canft believe, all 
things are poflible to him that believeth. 

24 And tiraightway the father of the child cried out, 
and faid with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine 


“unbelief. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. 


1 And he faid, &¢.] ‘This verfe fhouid have ended the lft chapter, 
and is very injudicioufly feparated from it. : 


t5 They auere greatly amaned, &c.] Namely, at the fcattered rays. 


ef glory that itili remained in his face after the transfiguration. - 
23 Lf thou canft beliewe, &¢.] The faith here inffted upon mutt 
No. 62, 


faffer and de the will of Ged. 


45 And if thy foot offend thee, cut it off: ic is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, than having two 
feet to be caftinto hell, into the fire that never thall be 
quenched : 


46 Where their worm dicth not, and the fire is not © 


quenched. 

47 And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it is 
better for thee to enter into the kingdom of God with 
one eye, than having two eyes to be caft into hell fire: 

48 Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not 
quenched. 

49. For every one fhall be falted with fire, and every 
facrifice fhall be falted with fala 

50 Sale 


er ee nc A rN NL ST AS 


have for its objeG@ the wifdom, power, and goodnefs of God. 


43 dud if thy hand, &.] All inordinate paifions and affections, and 
every beloved objet, that obfructs your progrefs in the way of duty, 
mut be mortified and renounced. 

49 Every eve Meal! be fatied with fre, Sc. Rather, every one fhall 
be falted sér the fires thatis, feafoned er qualified, by divine gracg, to 


3 Zz “GENERAL 


S MAR K. He. foretelleth: his own: death. 


25 It is eafier for acamel to go through the eye of.a_ Anno 
ae tart im DOWNS 
needle, than fora rich man to enter into,the kingdom a 
of Ged. 


Chrifl’s anfwer concerning divorce. 


Anno, 50-Salt-is good: -but if the falt have loft; his, faltnefs, 
DOMINI o herewith will ye feafon it? Have falt inyourfelves, and 


A.D. 33° 


3** have peace one, with another. 
e CHAP. X. 
1 Chrift teacheth.comcerning divorce: 13 bleffeth the chil- 
dren that were brought unto him: 23 Telleth the danger 
- of riches. 


coafts of Judea by the farther fide of Jordan: 


and the people refort unto him again; and, as he was. 


wont,, he, caught them again, 

2 4 And the Pharifees came to him, and afked him, 
Ts it lawful for:a man to put away is wife? tempting 
him. ; ‘ 

3 And he anfwered and faid unto them, What did 
Mofes command you ® ; : 

4 And they faid, Mofes fuffered to write a bill of 
‘divorcement, and to. put ser away. 

s And Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, For the 
hardnefs of your heart he wrote you this precept. 

6.But from the beginning of the creation God made 
them male and female. 

7 For this caufe fhall.a man leave his father and mo- 
ther, and cleave to his wife ; 

8 And they twain fhall be one fichh: fo then they 

_are no more twain, but one fieth. 
-9 What therefore God hath joined together, let not 
man put afunder. . : 

10 And in the houfe his difciples afked him again 
of the fame matter. 

11 And he faith unto them, Whofoever fhall put 
away his wife, and marry anéther, committeth adultery 
againit her. . 

12 And if a woman fhall put away her hufband, and 
be married to another, fhe committeth adultery. ‘ 

13 4[ And they brought young children to him, that 
he fhould touch them: and Ais difciples rebuked thofe 
that brought them. 

14 But when Jefus faw it, he was much difpleafed, 
and faid unto them, Suffer the little children to come 


unto me, and forbid themnot : for of fuch is the king- . 


dom of God. 

15 Verily I fay unto you, Whofoever fhall not re- 
ceive the kingdom of God as a little child, he fhall not 
enter therein. 

16 And he took them up in his arms, put dis 
hands upon them, and bleifed them. 

17 Y And when he was gone forth into the way, 
there came one running, and kneeled to him, and afked 
him, Good mafter, what fhall I do that I may inherit 
eternal life? 

18 And Jefus faid unto him, Why calleft thou me 
good? there is none good but one, that is, God. 

19 Thou knoweft the commandments,Do notcommit 
adultery, Do.not kill, Do not fteal, Do not bear falfe 
witnefs, Defrand not, Honour thy father and mother. 

20 And he anfwered and faid unto him, Mafter, all 
thefe have I obferved from my. youth. 

21 Then Jefus beholding him loved him,, and faid 
to him, One thing thou lackeft : go thy way, fell what- 
foever thou haft, and give to the poor, and thou fhalt 
have treafure in heaven; and come, take up the crofs, 
and follow me. 

. 22 And he was fad at that faying, and went away 
grieved: for he had great poffefiions. 

23 4 And Jefus looked round abont, and faith unto 
his difciples, How hardly fhall they that. have riches 
enter into the kingdom af God! 

- 24 And the. diiciples were aftonifhed at his words. 
But Jefus anfwereth again, and faith unto. them, Chil- 


dren, how hard is it for them that truft in riches to. 


enter into the kingdom of God! 





Generat Rertrections on Chap. IX, 
We have here enforced the efficacy and neceffity of faith, as well as of 
+ prayer and fafting: we are alfo exhorted to withttand every incite- 
inent to fin, how alluring foever the temptation may be. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X..- 
18 dad Fefus faid uate him, &c.] This fqueftion was put, in arder 


ND he arofe from: thence, and cometh into the. 


26 And they were. aftonifhed out of. meafure, fay- 
ing among themfelves, Who then can,be faved ? * 

27 And Jefus looking upon them faith, With men 
it is impoflible, but not with God: for with.God alk 
things are poflible. : 

28 Q Then Pcter began to fay unto him, Lo, we 

have lefc all, and have followed thee. 
: 29 And Jefus anfwered and faid, ‘Verily I fay unto 
you, There is no man that hath left houfe, or brethren, 
or filters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my fake, and the gofpel’s, 

30 But he fhall receive an hundredfold now in this 
time, houfes,and brethren, and fifters,and mothers, and 
children, and lands, with perfecutions; and in the world 
to come eternal life. 

i. gi But many that are firft fhall be laft; and the laft 
rit. ; 

32 9| And they were in the way going up toJeru- 
falem ; and Jefiuus went before them: and tlheywere 
amazed ; and as they followed, they were afraid. And 
he teck again the twelve, and began to tell them whrix 
things fhould happen unto him, meade 


33 Saying, Behold, we goup to Jerufalem ; and the: 


Son of man fhall be delivered unto the chief prieits, and 
unto the fcribes; and they fhail condemn him to 
death, and fhall deliver him to the Gentiles: 

34 And they fhali mock him, and fhall fcourge him, 
and fhall fpic upon him, and thall kill him: and the 
third day he fhall rife again. , 

35 G: And James and John, the fons of Zebedee, 
come unto him, faying, Matter, we would that thou 
fhouldeft do for us whatfoever we fhall d-fire. 

36 And he faid unto them, What would ye that I 

hould do fur you? 
_ 37 They faid unto him, Grant unto us that we may 
fit, oneon thy righthand, and the other on thy left hand, 
ain thy glory. 

38 But Jefus faid unto them, Ye know not whatye 
afk: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of ? and be. 
baptized with the baptifin that I am baptized with? . 

39 And they fay unto him, Wecan. And Jefus 
faid unto them, Ye fhall indeed drink of thecupthat L 
drink of ; and with the baptifm that I am baptized. 
withal fhall ye be baptized : ‘ 

40 But to fit on my right hand and on my left hand 
is not. mine to give; but zt /hall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared. 

41 And when the ten heard ié, they began to be 
much difpleafed with James and John. ‘ 

42 But Jefus called them ¢o dim, and faith unto 
them, Ye know.that they which are accounted to rule 
over the Gentiles exercife lordfhip over them’; and 
their great ones exercife authority upon them. 

43 But fo fhallic not be among you: but whofo- 
ever will be great among you, fhajl be your minifter: 

44 And whofoever of you will be the chiefeft, fhall 
be‘fervant of all. 

45 For even the Son of man came not to be mini- 

ftered unto, but to minifter, and to give his life a ran- 
fom for many.. 
- 46 Y-And they came to Jericho: and as he went.out 
of Jericho with his difciples and a great number of peo- 
ple, blind Bartimeus,.the fon of ‘fimeus, fat by the 
highway fide begging. 

47 And when he heard that it was Jefusof Nazareth, 
he began to cry: out, and fay, Jefus, thou fon of David, 
have merry on.me. 

48 And many charged him that he fhould hold his 

peace : 


EES UEP PERRET naEnaeEed 
to difcover whether he would acknowledge Chrift to be really good, 
for that was an-epithet beftowed upon none but the great and adorable 
Jehovah, 

30 He feall receive:an hundredfild, &c.} +The comforts and -bleffings 
of true religion fhall be the, Chriftian’s prefent as well as everlafting re~ 
ward. . 

£ GENERAL 





Chrift. rideth into. Ferufalem intriumph. CHAP. XI. XII. The parable of the wicked hufbandmen. 





Anno peace: but he.cried the more a great deal, Thou fon of: 
DOMINI P)avid, have mercy.on. me. 
ue: 49. And Jefus ftood ftill, and. commanded-him to 
be called... And: they call the blind man, faying unto 
him, Be of good comfort, rife; he calleth thee. 


18 And the fcribes and chief ‘pricfts heard 7/, and _Anto 
fought how they might deftroy him: for they feared canis 
him, becaufe all the people was aftonifhed at-his.doc- oe 

-trine, 
19 And when even was come, he went out of the city. 


hath made thee whole. 
his fight, and followed Jefus in the way. 


_°'3 And if any man fay unto you, Why do ye this? 
“fay ye that the Lord hath nezd of him ; 


o And he, cafting.away his garment, rofe, and came 
> iy £ > > 


to. Jefus... 


“6 And Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, What 


wilt thou thar I fhould do unto thee? The blind man 
faid unto him, Lord, that I might-receive my fight. 


s2 And Jefus faid unto him, Go thy way; thy faith 
And immcdiately he received 


: CHAP. XI. 
1 Chrift ridcth into Ferufzlem in triumph: 12 curfelb a 
barren fig ivee: 15 and purgeth the temple. 


ND when they came nigh to Jerufalem, unto 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount of Olives, 
he fendeth forth two of his difciples, 

2 And faith unto them, Go your way into the vil- 
lage over againft you: and as foon as ye be entered into 
it, ye fhall find a colt tied, whereon never man fat; 
loofe him, and bring A-m. 


and ftraight- 
way he will fend him hither, ‘ 

4 And they went their way, and found the colt tied 
by the door without in a place where two ways met; 
und they loofe hint. 

s And certain of them that ftood there faid unto 
them, What do ye, loofing the colt? 

_ 6 And they faid unto them even as Jefus had com- 
manded : and they ler them go. 

7 And they brought the colt to Jefus, and caft 
their garments on him; and he fat upon him. 

8 And many fpread their garments in the way: and 
others cut down branches off the trees,and ftrawed them 
in the way. 

g And they that went before, and they that followed, 
cried, faying, Holanna; Bleffed zs he that cometh in . 
the name of the Lord : 

10 Bleffed de the kingdom of our father David, that 
cometh in the name of the Lord: Hofanna in the 
higheft. 

11 And Jefus entered into Jerufalem, and into the 
temple: and when he had looked round about upon 
all things, and now the eventide was come, he went 
out unto Bethany with the twelve. 

12.4 Andon the morrow, when they were come 
from Bethany, he was hungry: 

13 And fecing a fig tree afar off having leaves, he. 
came, if haply he might find any thing thereon: and 
when he came to it, he found nothing but leaves; for 
the time of figs was not ye. 

14 And Jefus anfwered and faid unto it, No man 
eat fruit of thee hereafter for ever. And his difciples 
heard i. 

1s @ And they come to Jerufalem: and Jefus went 
into the temple, and began to caft out them that fold - 
and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of - 
the moneychangers, and the feats of them that fold 
doves ; 


any veffel through the temple. . 

17 And he taught, faying unto them, Is it not writ- 
ten, My houfe fhall be called of all nations the houfe 
of prayer? but ye have made ita den of thieves. 


rn A 
Generat Rertectrons on Chap. X. 
Let-us here reflect, that the boafting hypocrite will ‘be defpifed of 
“God, while.the humble follower of Jetus will thankfully rective 
falyation as a gift, to which hy did” not think himsel/ entitled ; 
for, agreeable to the gofpel difpenfation, the biefling» of iivine 
grace fall.from the mountains of pride, and reit ia the valles of 
humility. : 
COMMENTARY asp NOTES on CHAP. 
13.-Seeing a figztree—he found nothing bur leaves, Xee\ 
fagé. points to thofe who only make a bare proidion of C: 


- 
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* not tell. 
: ther do I tell you by what authority I do thefe things. 





16 And would not fuffer that any man fhould carry 


20 @ And in the morning, as they paffed by, they 
faw the fig tree dried up from the roots, 

_2t And Peter calling to remembrance faith unto 
him, Mafter, behold, the fig tree which thou curfed{t 
is withered away. 

22 And Jefus anfwering faith unto them, Have faith 


_in God. 


23 For verily I fay unto you, That whofoever thalt- 
fay unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou 
caft into the fea; and thall not-doubtr in his heart, but 


‘ fhall believe that thofe things which he fairh fhall come 


to pafs; he fhall have whatfoever he faith. 
24 Therefore I fay unto you, What things foever 


. ye defire, when ye pray, believe that ve receive shem, 


and ye thall have sem. : 
25 And when ye ttand praying, forgive, if ye have 


‘ought againft any: that your Father alfo which is in 


heaven may forgive you your trefpaffes. 

26 But if ve do not forgive, neither will your Fa. 
ther which is in heaven forgive your trefpaffes. 

27 Y And they come again to Jerufalem: ind as he 
was walking in the temple, there come to. him the chief 
priefts, and the fcribes, and the elders, 

28 And fay unto him, By what authority doeft thou 
thefe things? and who gave thee this authority to do 





' thefe rhings ? 


29 And Jefus anfwered and faid uato them, I will. 


‘ alfoafk of you one queftion, and anfwer me, and I will 
4: tell you by what authority I do thefe things. 


30 The baptifm of John, was zt from heaven or of 


- men? anfwer.me. 


31 And they reafoned with themfelves, faying, If we 
flvall fay, From heaven; he will fay, Why then did ye 
not believe him? 

32, But if we fhall fay, Of men; they feared the 


- people’: for all mex counted John, that he was a pro~ 
1 phet indeed. 


33 And they anfwered and faid unto Jefus, We can- 
And jefus anfwering faith unto them, Nei- 


CHAP: XII, 


| 3 Lhe parable of ithe vineyard, 13 touching the’ paying of 


tribule, 18 and the refurredlion. 4% The poor widow ad 
ber two miles. : : 


A iND‘he began to fpeak unto tlrem by parables. A 


cerfain man planted a vineyard, and fet an hedge 


: about 7, and digged a place for the winefat, and buile a 
* tower, and let it out to hufbandmen, and went into a 
: far country. 


- 9 -And atthe feafon-he fent to the hufbandmen a 
- fervant, thar he might receive from the hufbandmen of 


| the fruirc of rhe vineyard. 


3 And they caught £21, and beat him, and fent bia 
away empty. 

4. And again he fent unto them another fervant ; and 
at him they caft ftones, and wounded i in the head, 
and fent bim away fhamefully handled. 

5 And again he fent another ; amd him they killed, 


: and many others ; beating fome, and killing tome. 


6 Having yct therefore one fon, his wellbeloved, he 


* fent him alfo Jaft unto them, faying,. They will reverenee 


my fon. 

7 But 

errr PA A 

while ‘they’ remain uninflaenced by the power and fpirituality of it, 

‘being -deftitute of faith and good works. 

25 And when ye fland, &c.] As the imploring forgivenefs of. 

- our dins conftitutes an eflential part Of prayer; fo we fhould never ap- 

, proach till we have divefted ourfelves of all fentiments of enmity or 

- revenge againit our neighbour. 

Greenar Rerrections on Chap. XI, 

The proper ufe and exercife of faith is to believe the word of God ; 
after w.ich we fhould wait ‘upon the. Lord, in the way of duty, for 
the accomplifhment of it: for he is faithful, who hath promifed. . 

COMMENTARY 





M A R K. The deftruétion of the temple foretold. 


thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind, Anno 
DUMINE 


The Sadducees confuted. S. 


-Ahno” ¥» But thofe hufbandmen faid among themfelves, 


,DOMINI This js the heir; come let us kill him, and the inheri- 


tance fhall be our's. : . 
8 And they took him, and killed him, and caft him 


out of the vineyard. ; 

9 What fhall therefore the Lord of the vineyard do? 
he will come and defiroy the hufbandmen, and will 
give the vineyard unto others. 


10 And have ye not read this feripture; The ftone | 
which the builders rejected is become the head of the § 


corner: 

11 This was the Lord’s doing, and it was marvellous 
in our eyes? : 

12 And they fought to lay hold on him, but feared 
the people: for they knew that he had fpoken the pa- 
‘rable againft thei: and they left him, and went their 
way. 

{ And they fend unto him certain of the Phari- 
fees and of the Herodians, to catch him in Sis words. 

14. And when they were come, they fay unto him, 


Matter, we know that thou art true, and careft forno Jy L 
; till I make thine enemies thy footftool. 


man: for thou regardeft not the perfon of men, but 


teacheft the way of God in truth: Is it lawful to give { 
By whence is he then his fon? And the common people 
t heard him gladly. 


tribute to Cefar, or not? 
15 Shall we give, or fhall we not give? But he, 


knowing their hypocrify, faid unto them, Whytempt | 


ye me? bring mea penny, that I may fee zt. 
16 And they brought #. And he faith unto them, 


Whole if this image and fuper{cription ? And they faid lt 
ff Uppermolt rooms at teatts : 


unto him, Cefar’s. 

17 And Jefus anfwering faid unto them, Render 
to Cefar the things that are Cefar’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s. And they marvelled at him. 

18 | Then come to him the Sadducees, which fay 


there is no refurrection ; and they afked him, faying,- 


19 Matter, Mofes wrote unco us, If a man’s brother 


that‘his brother fhould take his wife, and raife up feed 
unto his brother. 
_ 20 Now there were feven brethren: and the firft 
took.a wife, and dying lefi no feed. 

21 And the fecond took her, and died, 
left he any feed: and the third likewife, 
- @2 And the feven had her, and left no feed: laft of 
all the woman died alfo. 

23 In'the refurrection therefore, when they fhall rife, 


neither 


whofe wife fhall fhe be of them? for the feven had her [| 


to wife. | 


. 24 And Jefus anfwering faid unto them, Doye not § 
therefore err, becaufe ye know not the icriptures, nei- | 


ther the power of God? 


25 For when they fhall rife from the dead, they nei- 


ther marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the § 


angels which-are in heaven. 


26 And as touching che dead, that they rife: have }f 
ye got read in the book of Mofes, how in the bufh God § 
fpake unto him, faying, I am the God of Abraham, and jj 


the Gad of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob? 


27 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of i 
f /ball be the fign when all thefe things thall be fulfilled? 


. the living: ye therefore do greatly err. 


28 J And one of the {cribes came, and having heard §} 
them reafoning together, and perceiving that he had § 
an{wered them well, afked him, Which isthe firftcom- #f 


mandment of all? 


29 And Jefus anfwered him, The firft of all the com- }f 
mandments 7s, Hear, O Ifrael; the Lord our God is one | 
# be; but the enc Lal! not be yet. 


Lord: 


go And thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all 3f 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. XII. 
97 But thofe buftandmen, &c.] Thefe were the Jewith rulers, and 


the heir was our bieffed Redeemer, whom with wicked hands they put § 


to death. 


30 Thou foalt love the Lord thy God, &c.] ‘That is, with the joint | 


force of all thy faculties: when the heart and affe¢tions are alienated 
from God, the rcligion of that perfun is vain. 


34. Not far from the kingdom of God, &c.] Not far from being a 


Chriftian. : : 
42 Tave miter, &cCe] A little given where a little is left behind, 
. 2 4 


f and withallthy ftrength: this 7s the frfl commandment. 


Hf love thy neighbour as thyfelf. 
& commandment greater than thefe. 





gt And the fecond is like, zamely this, Thou fhalt 
‘{here is none other 


‘32 And the fcribe faid unto him, Well, Mafter, 


1} thou haft faid the truth: for there is one God; and 


there is none other but he: 

3 And to love him with all the heart, and with all 
the underitanding, and with all the foul, and with alt 
the ftrength, and to love Ais neighbour as himfelf, is 


jf more than all whole burnt offerings and facrifices. 


4 And when Jefus faw that he anfwered difcreetly, 


E he faid unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom 
f of God. And no man after that durft afk him any 


I gueftion. 


354] And Jefus anfwered and faid, while he taught 


if in the temple, How fay the fcribes that Chrift is the 
j fon of David? 


36 For David himfelf faid by the Hoiy Ghoft, The 
Lorp faid to my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, 


37 David therefore himfelf calleth him Lord; and 


38 And he faid unto them in his doctrine, Beware 


R of the fcribes, which love to go in long clothing, and 


fove falutations in the marketplaccs, . 
39 And the chief fears in the fynagngues, and the 


40 Which devour wicows’ houfes, and for a pre- 


y tence make long prayers: thefe fhail receive greater 
W damnation. 


41 4j And Jefus fat overagainft the treafury, and be- 
held how the people caft money into the treafury: and 


s many that were rich cain much. © : 
die, and leave bis wife behind him, andleave no children, .f 4 
Ff threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 


42 And there came a certain poor widow, and fhe 


43 And he called unto him his difciples, and faith 


ff unto them, Verily | fay unto you, That this poor wi- 


dow hath caft more in, than all they which have caft 
into tne treafury : 
44 For.all they did caft in of their abundance; but 


f fhe of her want did caft in all that fhe had, even all 
j her living. 


CHAP. XIII. 
1 Chrift foretelleth the deftruclion of the temple ; 3 fheweth 
what figns and calamities foould go before, 24. and 
what foould happen at the time of bis coming. 


H A ND as he went out of the temple, one of his dif— 


ciples faith unto him, Maiter, fee what manner 


if of ttones and what buildings are bere / 


2 And Jefus anfwering faid unto him, Seeft thou 


E thefe great buildings? there fhall not be left one flone 


upon another, that fhall not be thrown down. 

34 And as he fat upon the mount of Olives over 
againtt the temple, Peter and James and John and An- 
drew afked him privately, , 

Tell us, when fhall thefe things be? and what 


5 And Jeflus anfwering them began to fay, Take 


§ heed Icft any man deceive you: . 


6 For many fhall come in my name, faying, Iam 
Chrift; and fhall deceive many. oo 

7 And when yc fhall hear of wars and rumours of 
wars, be ye not troubled : for fuch things muft needs 


8 For nation fhall rife againft nation, and l:ingdom 
: againit 


Fer A 
B provided the heart be pioufly difpofed, will be an acceptal.tz offering to 


God. 
Grnerat Reruections on Chap. XII. 


E Chrift, among other excellent Ieffons, here teaches us the certainty of 


the refurrcétion, and the flate of thofe that fhall rife again; this 

fhould confirm our hopes, and excite us to imitate the faith, piety, 

and patience of thofe who now inherit the promifes. ee 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 

7 Sueb things rfl med: be.) From the wickednefs of mankind’ in 


B general. 


20 The 


33+ 








Anno 


DOMINI 
as 
aor 


The coming of the Son of man. 


againft kingdom : and there fhall be earthquakes in di-+ 
vers places, and there fhall be famines and troubles: 
thefe are the beginnings of forrows. 

g Buttake heed to yourfelves: for they thall deliver 
you up to councils ; and in the fynagogues ye thal] be 
beaten: and yc fhall be brought before rulers and kings 
for my fake, for a teftimony againft them. 

19 And the gofpel muft firft be publifhed among 
all nations. 

11 But when they fhall lead you, and deliver you up, 
take no thought before hand what ye thall fpeak, nei- 
ther do ye premeditate; but whatfoever fhall be given 
you in that hour, that {peak ye: for it js not ye chat 
fpeak, but the Holy Ghoft. 

12 Now the brother fhall betray the brother to death, 
and the father the fon; and children fhall rife up againft 
their parents and fhallj caufe them to be put t6 death. 

13 And ye fhall be hated of all mex for my name’s 
fake: but he that fhail endure unta the end, the fame 
fhall be faved. . 

14. But when ye fhall fee the abamination of deflo- 


‘Jation, {fpoken of by Daniel the prophet, ftanding where 


ic ought not, (let him that readeth underftand,) then 
let them that be in Judea fice ta the mountains : 

15 And let him that is on the houfetop not zo down 
into the houfe, neither enter sere, to take any thing 
out of its houfe: 

16 And let him that is in the field not turn back 
again for to take up his garment. ; 

17 But woe ta them that are with child, and tathem 
that give fuck in thofe days! 

18 And pray ye that your flight be not in the winter. 

1g For x thofe days fhall be affliction, fuch as was 
Not from the beginning of the creation which God cre- 
ated unto this time, neither fhall be. 

eg And except that the Lord had fhortened thofe 
days, no flefh fhould be faved: but for the elect's fake, 
whom he hath chofen, he hath fhortened the days. 

‘at And then if any man fhall| fay to you, Lo, here és 
Chrift; ar, la, Ae is there; believe bim not: 

22 For falfe Chrifts and falfe prophets fhall rife, and 
fhall thew figns and: wonders, to {educe, if if were paf- 
fible, even the elect. 

, 23 Buttake ye heed: behold, I have foretold you all 
things. : 

me q But in thofe days, after that tribulation, the 
fun fhall be darkened, and the moon fhall not give her 
light, 

es g And the ftars of heaven fhall fall, and the powers 
that are in heaven fhall be fhaken. 

26 And then they fhall fee the Son of man coming in 
the clouds with great power and glory. 

27 And then thall he fend his angels, and fhall ga- 
ther together his elect fram the four winds, from the 
uttermoft part af the earth to the uttermoft part af 
heaven, ‘ . 

28 Now learn a parable of the fig tree; When her 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that fummer is near: 

29 So ye in like manner, when ye fhall fee thefe things 
come to pafs, know that it is nigh, even at the doors. 

30 Verily I fay unto you, that this generatian fhall 
not pafs, till all thefe things be done, 

31 Heaven and earth fhall pafs away: but my wards 
fhall not pafs away. 

32 7 Burt of that day and that hour knoweth no 
man, ng, not the angels which are in heaven, neither 
the Son, but the Father. 


29 The ele, &c.] All who are effeftually converted to Chriftianity. 

22 For falfe Clrifts &c.]  Thefe impoftors were very numerous 
both before and after our Lord’s afcenfion. _ 

27 Shall be fend bis angels, and they fall gather, &c.] He thal}: 
fend his meffengers the apoftles, who fhall convert vaft multitudes 
throughout the world ; whom he will afterwards gather to himfelf at 
the day of judgment. 

GeneRat REFLECTIONS ON Chap. XIII, 
és me sea predjtions of the prophets are for the moft part come 
INO. OF» : 





33 ‘Fake ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know | Anno 
not when the time is. ; reas 


34. Lor the Son of man is as a man taking a fer jour- 
ney, who left his houfe, and gave authority to his fer- 
vants, and to every man his work, and commanded the 
porter ta watch. : 

35 Watch ye therefoxe: for ye know not when the 


‘| mafter of the houfe cometh, at even, Or at midnight, or 


at the cock-crowing, or in the morning: 

36 Left coming fuddenly he find you fleeping. 

37 And what I fay unto you I fay unto all, Watch. 
CHAP. XIV. 

1 The chicf priefes and feribes confprre againft Chrif. 3 A 
woman poureth precious ointment on bis bead, 10 jum 
das felleth bim: 43 betrayeth bim. — 66 Peter's denial, 
and repentance. : 

AL twa days was the feaft of the paffover, 

and of unleavened bread: and the chief priefts 
and the fcribes fought haw they might take h}m by 
craft, and put Sim to death. ns 

2 But they faid, Not on the feaft day, left there be 
an uproar of the people, 

3 And being in Bethany in the houfe of Simon the 
leper, as he fat at meat, there came a woman having an 
alabafter bax of ointment of fpikenard very precious ; 
and fhe brake the box, and poured #/ on hig head. 

4. And there were fome that had indignation within 
themfelves, and faid, Why was this wafte of the oint- 
ment made? : 

5 For it might have been fold for more than three 
hundred pence, and have been given to, the poor. And 
they murmured againft hes. 

6 And Jefus faid, Let*her alone; why trouble ye 
her? fhe hath wrought a good work on me. 

7 For ye have the poor with you always, and when- 


‘faever ye will ye may do them good: but me ye have 


not always. 

8 She hath done what fhe could: fhe is come afore~ 
hand to anoint my body to the burying. 

g Verily I fay unto you, Wherefoever this gofpel 
fhall be preached throughaut the whole world, sbis 
alfo that fhe hath done fhall be fpoken of for a mema- 
rial of her. 

10 @ And Judas Ifcariot, one of the twelve, went 
unto the chief priefts, to betray him unto them. 

tr And when they heard zt, they were glad, and 
promifed to give him money, And he fought how 
he might conveniently betray him, , 

12 @ And the firft day of unleavened bread, ,when 
they killed the paffover, his difciples faid unto him, 


-Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou 


mayeft eat the paffover? 

13 And he fendeth forth two of his difciples, and 
faith unto them, Go ye into the city, and there fhall 
meet you aman bearing a pitcher of water: follow him. 

14 And wherefoever he fhall go in, fay ye to the 
goodman of the houfe, The Mafter faith, Where is the 

ueftchamber, where I fhall cat the paffaver with my 
difciples ? 

15 And he will fhew you a large upper room fur- 
nifhed and prepared: there make ready for us.. 

16 And his difciples went forth, and came into 
the city, and found as he had faid unto them: and they 
made ready the paffover. 

17 And in the evening he cometh with the twelve. 

18 And as they fat and did eat, Jefus faid, Verily I 
fay unto yau, One of you which cateth with me fhall 
hetray me. i 
1g And 


to pafs; fa it is no lefs certain that what Chrift has no lefs pofi- 
tively told us abonr the end of the world, the univerfal judgment, 
and the punifhment of wicked men, will affuredly be accomplifhed 
in due time. ; 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 
3 There came a woman, &¢e.] Suppofed to be Mary Magdgien. 
The pouring ointment on the heads of cclebrated perfors was deemed. 
the greateft mark of refpect that could be fhewn them. : 


gA 23 Z 


CHAP. XIV. The chief priefis, Oe; confpixe againft Chrift- 


” Anno 
DOMINI 
33-° 


. Chrift inflituteth 





his laft fupper. S. 
tg And they. began to be forrowful, and to.fay unto 

him one by one, Js ic 1? and another fard, Js it I? 

* 20 And he anfwered and faid unto them, Jf 7s one 

of the twelve, that dippeth with me in the difh. 


21 The Son of man indeed goeth, as it is written of. 


him : but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is 
betrayed! good were it for that man if he had never 
been born. 

22 Q And as they did eat, Jefus took bread, and 
bleffed, and brake i/, and gave to them, and faid, Take, 
eat: this is my body. : 

.23 And he took the cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave ifto them: and they all drank of ir. 

24, And he faid unto them, This ‘is my blood of the 
new teftament, which is ihed for many. 

26 Verily 1 fay unro you, I will drink no more of 
the truit of the vine, until that day that J drink ir new 


in the kingdom of Gad. 


26 @ And when they had fung an hymn, they went 
out into the mount of Olives, 

27 And Jefus faith unto them, All ye fhall be of- 
fended becaufe of me this night: for it is written, I will 
{mite the fhepherd, and the fheep fhall be fcattered. 


28 But after that [am rifen, { will go before you © 


into Galilee. 


“29 But Peter faid unto him, Although all fhall be 


offended, yet wil/ not I. 

. 30 And Jefus faith unto him, Verily I fay unto thee, 
That this day, ever in this night, before the cock crow 
twice, thou fhale deny me thrice. 

31, But he fpake the more vehemently, If I fhould 
die with thee, { will not deny thee in any wife. Like- 
wife alfo faid they all. 

32 Y And they came toa place which was named 
Gethfemane : and he faith to his difciples, Sit ye here, 
while I fhall pray. 

33 And he taketh with him Petcr and James and 
John, and began to be fore amazed, and‘to be very 
heavy ; . 

34. And faith unto them, My foul is exceeding for- 
rowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. ~~ 

35 And he went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were poffible, the hour 
might pafs from him. i 

36 And ke faid, Abba, Father, all things are pof- 
fible unto thee: take away this cup from me: never- 
thelefs nor what I will, but what thou wilt. 

37 And hecometh, and findeth them fleeping, and 
faith unto Peter, Simon, fleepeft thou? couldeft not thou 
watch ene hour? 

38 Warch ye and pray, left ye enter into temptation. 
The fpiric truly és ready, but the fleth zs weak. 

39 And again he went away, and prayed, and fpake 
the fame words. : 

.40 And when he returned, he found them afleep 
again: for their eyes were heavy : neither wift they what 
tajan {wer him. 

41 And he cometh the third time, and faith unto 
them, Sicep on now, and take your reft: ir is enough, 
the hour is come; behold, the Son of man is betrayed 
inro the hands of finners. ; 

42 Rife up, let us go; lo, he that betrayeth me is 
at hand. 

43 {1 And immediately, while he yet fpake, cometh 
Judas, one of the twelve, and with hima great mulri- 
tude with fwords and ftaves, from the chief priefts and 
the fcribes and the elders. 

‘44 And he that betrayed him had given them a 
token, faying, Whomfoever I fhall kifs, that fame is 
he; take him, and Icad him away fafely. 

SL . 

25 4 driut it new, &e.] Wine is metaphorically ftiled the blood of 
Chrift: therefore this expreflion may be underftood to mean that fu- 
perior joy, which our Lord would experience when afcended to hea- 
ven; in contemplating che great work of redemption he accomplifhed 


by fhedding his blood upon the crofs for the fallen race.’ 
Os Scmz began to fpit on him, andio cover bis face, &c.] This 


M: AR. RK. 
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Fe ws betrayed by Fudas, 


ae 


45 And as feon as he was come, he gocth ftraight- 
way to him, and faith, Maftcr, mafter; and kified him. 
46 And they laid their hands on him, and teck 
him. : 
47 And one of them that food by drew a fword; 
and fmote a fervantof the high pricit,and cut off his ear. 
48 And Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, Are ye 


Annes 
DOA 


22. 
os 


come out, as again{t a thief, with fwords and wth flaves © 


to take me? 

49 Iwas daily with you in the temple teaching, 
and ye took me not: bur the fcriptures muft be tul- 
filied. : 

50 And they all forfook him, and fied. 

$1 And there followed hima certain young man, 
having a linen cloth cait about bis naked ody ; and the 
young men laid hold on him: * 

52 And he left the linen clozh, 
naked. 

53 GY And they led Jefus away’to the high pricf: 
and with him were affembled all the chief prielis and 
the elders and the {cribes. 

$4. And Peter followed him afar off, even into the 
palace of the high prieft: and he fat with the servants, 
and warmed himfelf ar the fire. 

$5 And the chief priefts and all the counfel foughr 
for witnefs againit Jefus to put him to death; and 
found none. 

56 For many bare falfe witnefs againft him, but their 
witnefs agreed not together. 

57 And there arofe certain, and bare falfe witnefs 
againft him, faying, 

58 We heard him fay, I will deftroy this temple 
thar is made with hands, and within three days I will 
build another made without hands. 

$9 Bur neither fo did their witnefs agree together. 

60 And the high prieft ftood up in the midft, and 
afked Jefus, faying, Anfwerc!t thou nothing? what is 
it which thefe witnefs againft thee ? 

61 But he held his peace, and anfwered, nothing. 
Again the high pricft afked him, and faid unto him, 
Art thou the Chrift, the Son of the Bicffed ? 

62 And jefus faid, lam: and ye fhall fee the Sen 
of man fitting on the right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven. ; 

63 Then the high prieft rent his clothes, and faith, 
What need we any further witneffes ?. 

64 Ye have heard the blafphemy: what think ye? 
And they all coiidemned him to be guilty of death. 

65 And fome began to Ipit on him, and to cover his 
face, and to buffer him, and to fay unto him, Prophefy: 
and the fervants did {trike him with the palms of their 
hands. 

66 YF And as Peter was beneath in the palace, there 
cometh one of the maids of the high prieft : 

67 And when the faw Peter warming himfelf, fhe 
looked upon him, and faid, And thou alfo wait with 
Jefus of Nazareth. 

68 But he denied, faying, I know not, neither un- 
derftand I what thou fayeft. And he went out into 
the porch ; and the cock crew. ; 

69 And a maid faw him again, and began to fay to 
them that ftood by, This is ove of them. 

70 And he denied it again. Anda little after, they 


and fled from them 


‘ thar ftood by faid again to Peter, Surely thou art one 


of them: for thou art a Galilean, and thy {peech agreeth 
thereto. : ; 
71 But he began to curfe and to fwear, /aying, I 
know not this man of whom ye fpeak. 
472 And the fecond time the cock crew. And Peter 
called to mind the word that Jefus faid unto him, Be- 
: fore 
TS TE LE A NT TT 
unparalleled inltance’of barbarity and infolence was at the iniligation 
of ‘the priefts. Thus was the Lord of life and death, and the judge 
of the world, placed at the bar of his own creatures, accufed by falie 
nia unjutly condemmed by his judges, and barbarouily infelted 
y ae 


72 ben 


Chrift ts delivered bound unto Pilates CHAP. XV. mocked, crowned with thorns, and crucified, 
asm, 





Anno 
DOMINI 


33: 


CH AP. XV. 

1 Fefus is brough: bound and accufed before Pilate. 6 Pi- 
late prevailed upon by the claimours of the people, re- 
leafeth Barabbas, and giveth up Fefus to be crucified. 

ND) trarghtway in the morning the chief priefts 

held a confultation with the elders and fcribes 

and the whole council, and bound Jefus, and carried 
him away, and delivered bim to Pilate. 

2 And Pilate afked him, Art thou the king of the 
Jews ? And he aniwering laid, Thou fayeft i. 

3 And the chief priefts accufed him of many things: 
but he anfwered nothing. 

4 And Pilate afked him again, faying, Anfwereft 
thou nothing? behold how many things they witnefs 
againft thee. ; eo. 

5 But Jcfus yet anfwered nothing; fo that Pilate 
marvelled. 

6 J Now at thaé feaft he releafed unto them one 
prifoner, whomfocver they defired. 

+ And there was one named Barabbas, which lay 
bound with them that had made inturrection with him, 
who had committed murder in the infurreétion. 

8 And the multitude crying aloud began to defire 
bin to do as he had ever done unto them. . 

9 But Pilate anfwered them, faying, Will ye that I 
releafe unto you the King of the Jews? 

1o For he knew that the chief priefts had delivered 
him for envy. 

11 But the chief priefts moved the people, that he 
fhould rather releafe Barabbas unto them. 

12 And Pilate anfwered and faid again unto them, 
Whar will ye then that I fhall do wato sim whom ye 
call the King of the Jews? 

13 And they cried out again, Crucify him. 

14 Then Pilate faid unto them, Why, what evil hath 
he done? And they cried out the more exceedingly, 
Crucify him. nom 

15 And fo Pilate, willing to content the people, re- 
leafed Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jcfus, when 
he had feourged 4m, to be crucified. 

169] And the foldiers led him away into the hall, 
called Pretorium, and theycalltogether che whole band. 

17 And they clothed him with purple, atid platred 
a crown of thorns, and put it about his ead, 

18 And began to falute hin, Hail, King of the Jews! 

1g And they {mote him on the head with a reed, 
and did {pit upon him, and bowing ther knees wor- 
dhinped him. 

20 And when they had mocked him, they took off 
the parple from him, and put his own clothes on him, 
and led him out tocrucify him. 

a1 And they compel one Simon a Cyrenian, who 
palied by, coming out of the couniry, the father of 
Aiexander and Rufus, to bear his crofs. 

22 And they bring him unto the place Golgotha, 
which is, being interpreted, The place of a fcull. 

23 And they gave him to drink wine mingled with 
myrrh: but he received 7¢ not, 

“2.4 § And when they had crucified him, they parted 
his garments, cafling lots upon them, what every man 
jbould take. 
ed 


72 Wien he thought theresn, Sc. |] Peter overwhelmed with forrow and 
companction, forced his way out with great abruptnefs, and then fhed 
a toirent of tears. 


fore the cock crow twice, thou fhalt deny me thrice, i 
And when he thought thereon, he wept. 






Gexgerat Rureectrons on Chup. XIV. 

Peter’s dreadful fall affords us a wholefome admonition to feek in 
* Samility, watchfulucfs, and prayer, that divine conftancy and 

courage fo ne “Savy to fecure us aga’nit the furprizes of temptation. 

Here 1s alfo a powerful inducement for us to love our Saviour mott 
_ fervendy, aud to fabmi: + the Lord’s will in all things, after his § 

example, who has thus cencefcemed to expofe him(clf freely to death -£ 

for our fakes. 

-COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XV. 

3 He anfavered nothixg.]  Jefus was filent on this occafion, left the 

common people, moved by what he might fay, fhould afk, and prevent 





his death, 





25-Andit was the third hour, and they crucified iim. 

26 And the fuperfeription of his accufstion was writ- 
ten over, THE KING Ol THE JEWS. 

_ 27 And with him they crucify two thieves; the one 
on his right hand, and the other on his Jeft. 

28 Aad the {cripture was fulfiiied, which faith, And 
he was numbered with the tranfzgreflors. 

29 F And chey that pailed by raiied on him. wagging 
their heads, and faying, Ah, thou that defroyelt the 
temple, and buildelt 7 in three days, 

30 Save thyfelf, and come down from the crofs. 

gt Likewifealfo the chief priefts mocking faid among 
themfelves with the {cribes, 11¢ faved others; himfelf he 
cannot fave. . 

32 Let Chrift the King of Ifracl defcend now from 
the crofs, that we may fcve and believe. And they that 
were crucified with him reviled him. 

33 GF And when the fixrh hour was come, there was 
darknefs over the whole land vntil the ninth hour. 

34 And atthe ninth hour Jefus cried with a lond 
voice, faying, Eloi, Eloi, lama fabachthani? which is, 
being interpreted, My God, my God, why haft thou 
forfaken me ? 

gs And fome of then that ftood by, when they 
heard 7f, faid, Behold, he caileth Elias. 

36 And one ran and filled a fpunge full of ‘vinegar, 
and put 7# on a reed, ancl gave him to drink, faying, 
Let alone; let us fee whether Elias will come to take 
him down. : 

37 And Jefus cried with a lond voice, and gave up 
the ghoitt. / 

38 Y And the vail of the temple was rent in twain 
from the top to the bottom. 

39 © And when the centurion, which ftood over 
again{t him, faw chat he fo cried ont, and gave up the 
ghoft, he faid, Truly this man was the Son of God, 

40 there were alfo women looking on afar off: 
among whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the 
mother of James the lefs and of fofes, and Salome ; 

4.1, (Who alfo, when he was in Galilee, followed him, 
and miniftered unto him;) and many other women 
which came up with him unco Jerufaiem, ° 

.42 Y And now when the even was‘come, becaufe it 
was the preparation, that is, the day before thefabbith, 

43 Jofephof Arimachea, an honourable counielfer, 
which alfo waited for the kingdom of Gud, came, and 
went in boldly unto Pilate,and craved the bocly of Jefus. 

44 And Pilate marveled if he were already dead: 
and calling unto Jim the centurion, he afked him, whe- 
ther be had been any while clead. 

45 And when he knew it of the centurion, he gave 
the body to Jofeph. 

46 And he bought fine linen, and took him down, 
and wrapped him in the linen, and laid him ina fepul- 
chre which was hewn out of a rock, and rolled a itone 
unto-the door of the fepulchre. mare 

47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of 
Jofes beheld where he.was laid. 

CHAP. XVI 
1 Chrift's refurrection is declared by angels to three women. 
9 Chrift himfelf appeareth to Mary Magdalene ; 12 to 
iwo going into the country ; i4 and to the eleven. 
AND 
ET aS, 

24 When they had crucified him, &c.] The perfon to be crucified was 
nailed to’ the crofs as it lay on the ground; and the foot of it was then 
thruft, with a violent fhock, into a hole im the earth, made to reccive, 
it. This was the moft cruel, fhameful. and execrable kind of death 
that could be devifed, and infli€ted by the Romans only upon flaves, 
Oe ed Itis remarkable, that though the dif- 
ciples deferted our Lord in his extremity, yet, to the glory of divine 
grace, thofe women, though of the moft timorous fex, adhered to him 
to the lait, 3 

Generat REFiecTrions on Chap. XV. 


We fhould look upon this precious death as the price of our redemption, 
and the fupport of our faith; fo as to love this gracious Saviour, 
who hath fo loved us; to renounce fin, as the greateit evil, which he 
came to deftroy by his death, and to Jearn of him to bear ous crofs, 
and fuffer patiently, when called therein, 


Anno 
DOMWINTE 
33° 


COMMENTARY 


The refurreétion of Chrift. 


rind ND when the fabbath was paft, Mary Magdalene, 
ae A and Mary the mother af James, and Salome, had 


bought {weet fpices, that they might come and anoint 
him. , 
2 And very early in the morning the firft day of the 
week, they came unto the fepulchre at the rifing of 
the fun. 

3, And they faid among themfelves, Who fhall roll 
us away the {tone from the door of the fepulchre? 

4 And when they looked, they faw that the ftone was 
yolled away: for it was. very great. 

5 And entering into the fepulchre, they faw a young 
-man fitting on the right fide, clothed in a long white 
garment; and they were affrighted. : 

6 And he faith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye 
feek Jefus of Nazareth, which was crucified : he is 
rifen ; he is not here: behold the place where they laid 
him, 

+ But go your way, tell his difciples and Peter that 
he goeth before you into Galilee: there fhall ye fee 
him, as he faid unto you. 

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the 
fepulchre ; for they trembled and were amazed: 
neither faid they any thing to any man; for they were 
afraid. 

9 4] Now when Jefus was rifen early the firft day of 
the week, he appeared firft to Mary Magdalene, out of 
whom he had caft feven devils. 
LN 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 

7 ‘Tell his difeiples and Peter, &c.] The reafon of Peter’s being 
particularly diftinguifhed on this occafion, was, becaufe he had moft 
need of comfort, under the anguifh of his mind, on account of his 


late denial of his Mafter. 

16 He that believeth axd is baptized, &c.) As baptifm, which 
takes place of circumcifion, is a fign of admiffion into the vifible 
church of Chrift; fo that faich which worketh by love, poffefled in 
the heart, is # certain mark of admiffion into the invifible or {piritual 














Ss LUKE. 


10 And fhe went and told them that had been with 
him, as they mourned and wept. 

1t And they, when they had heard that he was alive, 
and had been feen of her, believed not. 

12 4 After that he appeared in another form unto 
two of them, as they walked, and went into the country. 

13 And they wentand told ¢/ unto the refidue: nei- 
ther believed they them. 

14 G Afterward he appcared unto the clevenas they 
fat at meat, and upbraided them with their unbelief and 
hardnefs of heart, becaufe they believed not them which 
had feen him after he was rifen. 

15 And he faid unto them, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gofpel to every creature. 

16 He'that believeth and is baptized fhall be faved ; 
but he that believeth not fhall be damned. 

17 And thefe figns fhall follow them that believe : 
In my name fhal] they caft out devils; they fhall {peak 
with new tongues ; 

18 They fhall take up ferpents ; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, ic fhall not hurt them; they thal lay 
hands on the fick, and they fhall recover. 

19 4] So then after the Lord had fpoken unto them, 
he was received up into heaven, and fat on the right 
hand of God. 

2Q And they went forth, and preached every where, 
the Lord working with sem, and confirming the word 
with figns following. Amen. 





church of- Chrift, and an earneft of falvation; for without faith it is 

impoffible to pleafe God. 

17 Thefe ass feall follow then that believe, &c.] The apoftles 
wrought many miracles after our Lord’s afcenfion. 
GeneraLt ReFrLrections on Chap. XVI. 

Our Lord’s refurre&tion is the principle upon which Chriftianity is 
founded, for unlefs Chrift had rifen from the dead, both our faith 
and hope had been in vain: let us therefore beg of God to give 
us grace to afpire after thofe high and heavenly things which he 
hath prepared for them that lave and obey him. 


ns 








The Gofpel according to 8. LUKE, 





THE ARGUMENT. 


St. Luke was originally a phyfician of Antioch; he is alfo faid to have been fhilled in painting. His feyle refembles 
that of bis great mafter St. Paul, by whom he was converted, and whofe companion and attendant he was, and like 


him he bad a learned and liberal education. 


This evangelift has a wonderful and moft entertaining variety of feledt 


circumftances in his narration of our Saviour’s divine actions 3 be bas many parables, relations, and accounts of per- 


fons, omitted by the other evangelifts. 


SS ee 
the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elifabeth, Before 


: CHAP. IL 
1 Euke’s preface. 5, 26 Fob and Chrift conceived. 
Fobn's birth. 67 Zacharias’ prophecy. 

Ea as many have taken in hand to fet 
forth in order a declaration of thofe things which 

are moft furely believed among us, 
2 Even as they delivered them unto us, which from 
the beginning were eyewitneffes, and minifters of the 


word ; . 
3 It feemed good to me alfo, having had perfect un- 


57 


Before : i i 
derftanding of all things from the very firft, to write 

— ‘Ae. unto thee e order, moft excellent Theophilus, 

count 4 That thou mighteft know the certainty of thofe 

called things, wherein thou haft been inftructed. 

outit 5 @ WNHERE was in the days of Herod, the king 

the fixth | of Judea, a certain prieft named Zacharias, 

“Year. of the courfe of Abia: and his wife was of 





: Genera. Rercectyons on Chap. J, 
Moft excellent Theopbhilus.] 
have me a citizen of confiderable rank, converted by $t. Peter, at 


Antioch, 
z 


This noble perfonage is faid to 


6 And they were both righteous before God, walking 
in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord 
blamelefs. 


His afcenfion into heaven. 


Aonn 
Dt 


sata 
Ph 


33> 


the Ac-. 
called 
Anno 
Domini, 


7 And they had no child, becaufe that Elifabeth was the fixip 


barren, and they both were zow well ftricken in years. 

8 And it came to pafs, that while he executed the 
prieft’s office before God in the order of his courfe, 

g According to the cuftom of the prieft’s office, his 
lot was to burn incenfe when he went into the temple of 
the Lord. 

10 And the whale multitude of the people were 
praying without at the time of incenfe. 

1x And there appeared unto him an angel of the 
Lord ftanding on the right fide of the altar of incenfe. 

az And when Zacharias faw him, he was troubled, 
and fear fell upen him. 

13 But 

5 Herod, the king of Fudea, &c.) We was ftyled Herod the Great, 
but was a moft cruel tyrant; he mardered-his queen Mariamne, 
E ite ates the high-prieft, and maffacred the children of Bath- 


43 The 


Year. 


x 


a re oe ses ii eae i . 2 e eo 
An angel appeareth to Zacharias. - CHAP. I. Mary’s fong of thankfewing. 






Before 13 Butthe angel faid unto him, Fear not, Zacharias : 36 And behold, thy coufin Elifabeth fhe hath alfo Before 
tie Aer hy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elifabeth fhall ceive ia canes is i i the Aes 
cout fT thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elifabeth tha conceived a fon in her old age: and this is the fixrh the Ac 
called bear thee a fon,-and thou fhale call his name Joha. month with her who was called barren. called 
Anno 14. And thou fhalz have joy and gladnefs ; and many 37 For with God nothing fhall be impoflible. ane 


38 And Mary faid, Behold the handmaid of the Dumini 


Domini {hall rejoice at his birth. 
Lord, be it unto me according tothy word. And there fixeh 


toe fixth For he fhall be great in the fight of the Lord, 
eal. 


Year. 


and thall drink neither wine nor {trong drink; and he 
fhall be filled with the Holy Gnoft, even from his mo- 
ther’s womb. ‘ Z 

16 And many of the children of Ifrael fhall he turn 
to the Lord their God. 

17 And he fhall go before him in the fpiric and 
power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children, and the difobedient to the wifdom of the juft; 
to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. : 

18 § And Zacharias faid unto the angel, \Whereby 
Shall I know this? for Laman old man, and my wile 
well ftricken in years. 

1g And the angel anfwering faid unto him, Iam 
Gabriel, that ftand in the prefence of God; and am 
fent to fpeak unto thee, and to fhew thee thefe glad 
tidings. 

20 And, behold, thou fhalt be dumb, and not able 
to fpeak, until the day that thefe things fhall be per- 
formed, becaufe thou believelt not my words, which 
fhall be fulfilled in their feafon. 

21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and mar-~ 
velled that he tarried fo long in the temple. 

22 And when he came out, he could not fpeak unto 
them: and they perceived that he had feen a vifion in 
the temple: for he beckoned unto them, and remained 
fpecchlefs. 

23 And it came to pafs, that, as foon as the days of 
his miniftration were accomplifhed, he departed to his 
own houfe. 

24 4 And after thofe days his wife Elifabeth con- 
ceived, and hid herfelf five months, faying, 


25 Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days, 


whercin he looked on me, to take away my repreach 
among men. 

26 G And inthe fixth month the angel Gabriel was 
{ent from God unto a city of Galilee, named Nazarcth, 

27 Toa virgin efpoufed to a man whofe name was 
Jofeph, of the houfe of David; and the virgin’s name 
was Mary. 

28 And the angel carne in unto her, and faid, Hail, 
thou that art highly favoured, the Lord és with thee: 
bleffed art thou among women. 

29 And when the faw him, the was troubled at his 
faying, and caft in her mind what manner of falutation 
this fhould be. 

go And the angel faid unto her, Fear not, Mary: 
for thou haft found favour with God. 

31 And, behold, thou fhale conceive in thy womb, 
and bring forth a fon, and fhalt call his name JESUS. 

32 He fhall be great, and fhall be called the Son 
sof the Higheft ; and the Lord God fhall give unto him 
the throne of his father David: 

33 And he fhall reign over the houfe of Jacob for 


- ever: and of his kingdom there fhall be no end. 


34. Then faid Mary unto the angel; How fhall this 
be, feeing I know not a man? 

. And the angel anfwered and faid unto her, The 
Holy Ghoft fhall come upon thee, and the power of the 
Higheft fhall overfhadow thee: therefore alfo that holy 
thing which fhall be born of thee, fhall be called the 
Son of God. 











13 Thy prayer is beard, &c.] Zacharias’ prayer was undoubtedly 
heard in the perfon of a fon who was to be the Meffiah’s harbinger or 
forerunner. : 

17 He fkall go before him, cc.) The only antecedent to the relative 
«© him” is “ the Lord their God;” ver. 16. and who was the.Lord 
God of Ifracl, before vvhom John went, but the Lerd Jefus Chrift ? 
called in the Old ‘Veftament the Ged of Abraham, ‘&c. 

19 Lam Gabriel, that fland in the prefence of God, &c.] Hereby 
afferting that he was of the fuperior order of angels, and confequently 
not an evil {pirit. This angel told Daniel of the coming of the Mefiiah, 
and was fent.on the fame heavenly errand to the virgin Mary. 

No. G2. 


‘ 


angel departed from her. 

39 4 And Mary arofe in thofe days, and went into 
the hill country with hafte, intoa city of Juda; 

4° Andentered into the houfe of Zacharias, and 
faluted Elifabeth. 

41 And it came to pafs, thar, when Elifabcth heard 
the falutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; 
and Elifabeth was filled with the Holy Ghott: 

42 And fhe fpake out with a loud voice, and faid, 
Bleffed art thou among women, and bieffed js the fruir 
of thy womb. 

43 And whence és this to me, that the mother of my 
Lord fhould come to me? 

' 44 For, lo, as foon as the voice of thy falutation 
founded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for 
joy. ; 

45 And bleffed #s fhe that believed: for there thall 
be a performance of thofe things which were told her 
from the Lord. ‘ 

46 J And Mary faid, My foul doth magnify the Lord, 

47 And my fpirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

48 For he hath regarded the low eftate of his hand- 
maiden: for, behold, trom henceforth all generations 
fhall call me bleffed. 

' 49 Fer he that is mighty hath done to me great 
things; and holy ¢s his name. 

50 And his mercy és on them that fear him from ge- 
ncration to gencration, 

51 He hath fhewed ftrength with his arm; he hath 
feattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

52 (le hath put down the mighty from their feats, 
and exalted them of low degree. 

53 He hath filled the hungry with good things: and 
the rich he hath fent empty away. - 
54 He hath holpen his fervant Ifrael, in remembrance 

of bis mercy ; 

55 Ashe fpake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to 
his feed for ever; 

56 And Mary abode with her about three months, 
and returned to her own houfe. 

57 4 Now Elifabeth's full time came that fhe fhould 
be delivered ; and fhe brought forth a fon. 

‘58 And her neighbours and her coufins heard how 
the Lord had fhewed great mercy upon her; and they 
rejoiced with her. . 

59 And it came to pafs, that on the eighth day they 
came to circumcife the child; and they called him Za. 
charias, after the name of his father. 

60 And his mother anfwered and faid, Not fo; but 
he fhall be called John. 

6x And they faid unto her, There is none of thy 
kindred that is called by this name. 

62 And they made figns to his father, how he would 
have him called. 

63 And he afked for a writing table, and wrote, fay- 
ing, His name is John. And they marvelled all. 

64 And his mouth was opened immcdiately, and his 
tongue /s/ed, and he fpake, and praifed God. 

65 And fear came on all that dwelt round about them: 
and al} thefe fayings were noifed abroad throughout all 
the hill country of Judea. 

66 And 





33 Of his kingdom there foall be no end.] This kingdom is of a 
fpiritual nature, fer up in the hearts of believers, and which will endure 
for ever in heaven. 

48 He bath regarded, &c.]_ He hath condefcended to look with a 
peculiar and aftonifhing regard ad compaffion upon the contempt and 
diftrefs to which my low circumftances expofed me. 

51 With his arm, &c.) When the leat degree of the divine power 
is implied, it is expreffled by the « finger” of God; and when the 
greater, by the « hand,” and when the greateit and moft ftupendous, 


by his «* arm.” 


9 B 72. 73 


Lhe prophecy of Zacharias. 


Before 
the Ac- 
count 
called 
Anno 
Domini 
the fixth 
Year, 


Before 
the Ac- 
count 
called 
Anno 
Domini 
the fifth 
Year. 


Ss. 


66 And all they that heard them laid them up in their ]. 


hearts, faying, What manner of child thall this be! And 
the hand of the Lord was with him. 

67 4} And his father Zacharias was filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, and prophefied, faying, 

68 BlefTed de the Lord God of Ifrael; for he hath 
vificed and redecmed his people, 

69 And hath raifed up an horn of falvation for us 
in the houfe of his fervant David ; 

70 As he fpake by the mouth of his holy prophets, 
which have been fince the world began: 

71 That we fhould be faved from our enemies, and 
from the hand of all that-hate us: 

72 To perform the mercy promifed to our fathers, 
and to remember his holy covenant ; 

973 The oath which he {ware to our father Abraham, 

474. That he would grant unto us, thar we being de- 
livered out of the hand of our enemies might ferve 
him without fear, 

75 In holinefs and rightcoufnefs before him, all the 
days of our life. : 

76 And thou, child, fhalt be called the prophet of 
the Higheft: for thou ihalt go before the face of the 
Lord to prepare his ways ; 

77 To give knowledge of falvation unto his people 
by the remiffion of their fins, 

78 Through the tender mercy of our God ; whereby 
the day{pring from on high hath vificed us, 

79 To give light to them that fit in darknefs and 
in the fhadow of death, to guide our feet into the way 
of peace. 

80 And the child grew, and waxed ftrong in {pirit, 


and was in the deferts till the day of his thewing unto | 


Ifracl. 


CHAP. It. 


1 daguftus taxeth the Roman empire. 6 The birth of Chrift: 


8 An angel relateth it. 
Mary purified. 

ND it came to pafs in thofe days, that there went 
A out a decree from Cefar Auguftus, that all the 
world fhould be taxed. 

2 (dnd this taxing was firft made when Cyrenius 
was governor of Syria.) 
3 And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 


c21 Chrift is circumcifed. 22 


city. 


4 And Jofcph alfo went up from Galilee, out of the 
city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem ; (becaufe he was of the 
houfe and lineage of David :) 

5 Yo be taxcd with Mary his efpoufed wife, being 
great with child. . 

6 ¥ And fo it was, that, while they were there, the 
days were accomplifhed that fhe fhould be delivered. 

7 And fhe brought forth her firftborn fon, and 
wrapped him in fwaddling clothes, and laid him ina 
manger; becaufe there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were in the fame country fhepherds 


abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by. 


night. : 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, 
andthe glory of the Lord fhone round about them: 
and they were fore afraid. 


10 And the angel faid unto them, Fear nor: for, 


behold, 1 bring you good tidings of great joy, which 
fhall be to all people. 


at For unto you is born this day in the city of Da- 


SE SS aS 

72, 73 To perform the -merey—to remember—The oath, ‘&c.] It is 
remarkable, that ‘¢ to perform the mercy”? alludes to the name of 
John; ‘* to remember,” alludes to the name of Zacharias; and the 
< oath,” to the name of Llifaberh. 


Generar RerLrections on Chap. I, 


The reading of this chnpter fhould ftir us up to blefs God with Za- 


charias, for having faved us by our Lord Jefus Chrift; and to 
extol his mercy, as well as his faithfulnefs, and the truth of his 
promifes, 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. IL 


1 And it came te paft, &e.] St. Luke’s account of this taxation | 


LUKE, 








The prophecy of Simon, 


vid a Saviour, which is Chrift the Lord. Before 
12 And this /oall de a fign unto you; Ye fhall find St 
thebabewrapped in fwadclingclothes,lying inamanger. canea 


23 And fuddenly there was with the angel a multi- Anno 


tude of the heavenly hoft praifing God, and faying, Domini 
14 Glory to God in the higheft, and on earth peace, ibe fith 


good will foward men. 

15 @ And it came to pafs, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the fhepherds faid one to 
another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and fee 
this thing which is come to pafs, which the Lord hath 
made known unto us. 

16 And they came with hafie, and found Mary, and 
Jofeph, and the babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had feen zt, they made known 
abroad the faying which was told them concerning this 
child. ‘ 

18 And all they that heard 7¢ wondered at thofe 
things which were told them by the fhepherds. 

19 But Mary kept all thefe things, and pondered 
them in her heart, 

20 And the thepherds returned, glorifying and praif. 
ing God for all the things that they had heard and feen, 


as it was told unto them. 


21 GF And when eight days were accomplifhed for Before 
the circumcifing of the child, his name was called JE -the Ac- 
SUS, which was fo named of the angel before he wasS0i"s 
conceived in the womb. Anno 

22 GY And when the days of her purification accord- Domini 
ing to the law of Moles were accomplithed, they broughrthe fourth 
him to Jerufalem, to prefent dim to the Lord; eee 

23 (As it is written in the law of the Lord, Every 
male that openeth the womb fhall be called holy to the 
Lord;) © : 

24 And to offer a facrifice according to that which 
is faid in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons. : 

25 4 And, behold, there was a man in Jerufalem, 
whofe name was Simcon; and the fame man was juft 
and devout, waiting for the confolation of Ifrael ; and 
the Holy Ghoft was upon him. 

26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghoft 
that he fhould not fee death, before he had feen the 
Lord’s Chrift. : 

27 And he came by the Spirit into the temp!«: and 
when the parents brought in the child Jefus, to do 
for him after the cuftom of the law, 

28 Then took he him up in his arms, and bleffed 
God, and faid, : 

29 Lord, now letreft thou thy fervant depart in 
peace, according to thy word: 

30 For mine eyes have feen thy falvation, 

31 Which thou haft prepared before the face of all 
people ; : 

32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of 
thy people Ifrael. 

33 And Jofeph and his ‘mother marvelled at thofe - 
things which were fpoken of him. 

34 And Simcon blefied them, and faid unto Mary 
his mother, Behold, this chz/d is fet for the fall and 


-Fifing again of many in Ifrael; and for a fign which 


fhall be fpoken againft ; 
35 (Yea, a {word fhall pierce through thy own foul 
alfo,) thar the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 
36 Y And there was one Anna, a propherefs, the 
daughter 





is corroborated by the teftimonies of the moft celebrated Roman 
hiftorians. 
11 Chri she Lord.} The angel has added this exalted and fublime 


-chara&ter with a particular emphafis: this glorious Meffiah, whom ths 


prophet Jeremiah calls, The Lord our righteoufnels, is called by the 


-apofle, The Lord from heaven. 


25 dad it was revealed, &¢.] It is evident, from what Simeon faid 


ion this ogcafion, that he confidezed the kingdom of our Lord in a fpi- 


ritual light: fee. ver. 32. 
36 And there was one Anna, &c.} This was a devout woman, who 


was waiting for the.accomplifhment of the prophecies concerning the 


Meffiah :. it is ridiculous to fuppofe fhe was the mother of the virgin 
Mary, as the papitts fondly dream. 
49 Vif 


Fefus quefitoneth with the doétors. CHAP. III. The preaching and baptifm of TFohn- 


7 Then faid he to the multitude that came forth to Anno 
be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who hath POMINE 
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? a 

8 Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, 
and begin not to fay within yourfelves, We have Abra- 
ham to oxr father : for I fay unto you, That God is able 
of thefe ftones to raife up children unto Abraham. 

9 And now alfo the axe is laid unto the root of the 
trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth 
good fruit is hewn down, and caft into the fire. 

1¢ And the people afked him, faying, What fhall 
we do then ? 

ti He anfwereth and faith unto them, Hethat hath 
two coats, let him impart tohim that hath none; and 
he that hath meat, let him do likewife. 

12 Then came alfo publicans to be baptized, and 
faid unto him, Mafter, what fhall we do? 

13 And he faid unto them, Exaét no more than that 
which is appointed you. 

14 And the foldiers likewife demanded of him, fay- 
ing, And what fhall we do? And he faid unto them, 

Do violence to no man, neither accufe any falfely; and 
be content with your wages. 

15 {{ And as the people were in expectation, and all 
men mufed in their hearts of John, whether he were 
the Chrift, or not ; 

16 John an{wered, faying unto them all, I indeed bap- 
tize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, 
the latchet of whofe fhoes Iam not worthy to unloofe: 
he fhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoft and with fire: 

17 Whofe fan /s in his hand, and he will throughly 
purge his floor, and will gather the wheat inte his gar- 
ner ; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable. 

18 And many other thingsin his exhortation preached 
he unto the people. . 

19 G But Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him 4-D. 306 
for Herodias his brother Philip’s wife, and for all the 
evils which Herod had done, 

20 Added yet this above all, that he fhut up John 
in prifon, 

21 4 Now when all the people were baptized, ita.p.27; 
came to pafs, that Jefus alfo being baptized, and pray- ; 
ing, the heaven was opened, 

22 And the Holy Ghoft defcended in a bodily fhape 
like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, 
which faid, Thou art my beloved Son; in theeI am 




















Beforethedaugrhter of Phanuel, of the tribeof Afer: fhe was of 
Account a great age, and had lived with an hufband feven years 
Sano ffom her virginity ; : : 
Domini 37 And fhe was a widow of about fourfcore and 
thefourthfour years, which departed not from the temple, but 
Year. ferved God with faftings and prayers night and day. 

38 And fhe coming in that inftant gave thanks like- 
wife unto the Lord, and fpake of him to all them that 
looked for redemption in Jerufalem. 

39 ¢ And when they had performed all things ac- 
cording to the law of the Lord, they returned into Ga- 
lilee, to their own city Nazareth. 

4° And the child grew, and waxed ftrong in fpirit, 
filled with wifdom: and the grace of God was upor him. 

A.D.38, 4.1 Y Now his parents went to Jerufalem every year 
at the feaft of the paffover. | 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up 
to Jerufalem after the cut!om of the feaft. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they re-~ 
turned, the child Jefus tarried behind in Jerufalem ; 
and Jofeph and his mother knew not of i¢. 

44 But they, fuppofing him to have been in the com- 
pany, wentaday’s journey; andthey fonght him among 
their kinsfolk and acquaintance. 

45 And when they found him not, they turned back 
again to Jerufalem, feeking him. 

46 And it came to pafs, that after three days they 
found him in the temple, fitting in the midft of the 
doctors, both hearing them, and afking them queftions. 

47 And all that heard him were aftonifhed at his 
underftanding and anfwers. 

48 And when they faw him, they were amazed: 
and his mother faid unto him, Son, why haft thou thus 
dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have fought 
thee forrowing. 

49 And he faid unto them, How is it that ye fought 

*“ me? wift ye not that I muft be about my Father's 
bufinefs ? 

50 And they! underftood not the faying which he 
fpake unto them. 

5! & And he went down with them, and came to 
Nazareth, and was fubject unto them: but his mother 
kept all thefe fayings in her heart. 

52 And Jefus increafed in wifdom and ftature, and 
in favour with God and man. ¢ 

CHAP. II. 


. 1 Fobn’s preaching : 1§ his teftimony of Chrift : Hered im- well pleafed. 
prifoneth him. 21 Chrift baptized: 23 his genealogy. 234 And Jefus himfelf began to be about thirty 
A.D. 26. OW in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius years of age, being (as was fuppofed) the fon of Jo~ 


feph, which was the fon of Heli, 

24 Which was the fon of Matthat, which was the fon 
of Levi, which was the fon of Melchi, which was the 
Jon of Janna, which was the fon of Jofeph, 

25 Which was the fon of Mattathias, which was the 

fon of Amos, which was the fon of Naum, which was 
the fon of Efli, which was the fon of Nagge, . 

26 Which was the fon of Maath, which was the fon 
of Mattathias, which was the fon of Semei, which was 
the fon of Jofeph, which was ‘he fon of Juda, 

27 Which was the fon of Joanna, which was the for 
of Rhefa, which was the fon of Zorobabcl, which was 
the fon of Salathiel, which was the fon of Neri, 

28 Which was the fon of Melchi, which was the fon 
of Addi, which was the fon of Cofam. which was the 
Jon of Elmodam, which was the fon of Er, 

29 Which was the fon of Jofe, which was the fon of 
Eliezer, which was the fon of Jorim, which was the fon 
of Matthat, which was she fon of Levi, 

: 30 Which 


Cefar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, 
and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Vhilip tetrarch of Iturea and of the region of Tracho- 
nitis, and Lyfanias the tetrarch of Abilene, 

2 Annas and Caiphes being the high priefts, the 
word of God came unto John the fon of Zacharias in 
the wildernefs. 

g And he came into all the country about Jordan, 

. preaching the baptifm of repentance for the remiffion 
of fins; 

4 Asit is written in the book of the words of Efaias 
the prophet. faying, The voice of one crying in the 
wildernefs, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his 
paths ftraight. : ‘ : 

5 Every valley fhall be filled, and every mountain 
and hill fhall be brought low; and the crooked fhall 
be made ftraight, and the rough ways jball be made 


{mooth ; 
6 And all flefh fhall fee the falvation of God. 








COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. IIL. 

4: 2 Annas and Caiphas being the high Pricfisy &c.] As, according 

. to the law of Mofes, there could be but one high prieft ata time (as 
. typical of the one mediator), therefore-it is probablé that Caiphas was _ 
the fagan or deputy of Annas, and yet might be ftyled the high prieft, 
, by courtefy, 
: e 1 He ie hath tava coats, &C.] Thisimplies, that Chriftians fhould 
tbe always difpofed to.ccliesethe wants and neceffities of their indigent 
* brethren. . 
i 38 dara 


; 49 W “ft xe not that I muft be akout my Father's bufiucft ?} The Syriac 
tranflation reads, Did ye not know that I muit be in my Father’s 


houfe? 

General REFLECTIONS on Chap. II. 

We ought, in an efpecial manner, to join our praifes with thofe of the 
angels, that a Saviour is born unto us; and adore him for thar ex- 
traordinary degree of underftanding, wifdom, and zeal, with which, 
in. his earlieft youth, the Spirit of God endowed him in a rich and 
abandant meafure. 


4 





Fe aaa, 





A.D.30., 


fox of Jonan, which was the fon of Eliakim, 

- 3t Which was the fon of Melea, which was the fon 

of Menan, which was the fon of Mattatha, which was 

the fon of Nathan, which was the fox. of David, 

32 Which was. the fon of Jefle, which was the fon of 
Obed, which. was tée fon of Booz, which was the fon of 
Salmon, which was the fon of Naafon, 

33 Which was the fon of Aminadab, which was the 
on of Aram, which was the fox of Efrom, which was 
the fon of Phares, . which was the fon of Juda, 

34 Which was the fon of Jacob, which was the fon 
of Ifaac, which was the fon of Abraham, which was the 

fon of Thara, which was the fon of. Nachor, 

35 Which was the fon of Saruch, which was the fon 
of Ragau, which was the fox of Phalec, which was the 
fon of Heber, which was the fon of Sala, 

36 Which was the fon of Cainan, which was the fou 
of Arphaxed, which was ¢he fon of Sem, which was the 
fon of Noe, which was the /on of Lamech, 

Which was the fon of Mathufala, which was the 
on of Enoch, which was the /on of Jared, which was 
the fon of Maleleel, which was the fon of Cainan, 

38 Which was the fon of Enos, which was the fon 
of Seth, which was the fon of Adam, which was the Gn 
of God. 

CHAP. Iv. 

1 Chrift tempted : 13 his victory: 14 the Nazarites admire 
him: 33 be cafteth out a devil: 38 healeth Simon’s mother 
in law, 40 and other difeafed pe 

“ N D Jefus being full of the Holy Ghoft returned 

from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the 
wildernefs. 

2 Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in 
thofe days he did eat nothing: and when they were 
ended, he afterward hungered.. / 

3 And the devil faid unto him, If thou be the Son 
of God, command this ftone that it be made bread. 

4 And Jefus anfwered him, faying, It is written 
That man fhall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word of God. 

5 And the devil, taking him up into an high moun- 
tain, fhewed unto him all the kingdoms of the world in 
a moment of time. 

6 And the devil faid unto him, All this power will 
I give thee, and the glory of them: for that is delivered 
unto me; and to whomfoever I will 1 give it. 

7 If thou therefore wilt worfhip me, all fhall be 
thine. 


8 And Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Get thee | 


behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou fhalt worfhip 
the Lord thy God, and him only fhalt thou ferve. 
9 And he brought him to Jernfalem, and fet him on 
a pinnacle of the temple, and faid unto him, If thou 
be the Son of God, caft thyfelf down from hence: 
1o For it is written, He fhall give his angels charge 
over thee, to keep thee: 
rt And in their hands they fhall bear thee up, left 
- at any time thou dafh thy foot againft a ftone. 
12 And Jefus anfwering faid unto him, It is faid, 
thou fhalt not tempt the Lord thy God. 
_ 43 And when the devil had ended all the temptation, 
he departed from him for a feafon. 
14 J And Jefus returned in the power of the Spirit 
into Galilee: and there went outa fame of him through 
all the region round about. 





. 38 Adam, which was the fin of Ged, &c.) Being formed by the 
immediate power of God, he might with great propriety be called the 
fon of God: in this fenfe, God fty]cs himfelfa father, Deut. xxxii. 6. 
‘ Generar Rerrectrons on Chap, Il, . 
The preaching of John tends to fhew that the kingdom of Chrift is of 
. afpiritual nature; with refpect to the genealogy of our Saviour, we 

mutt obferve, that St. Matthew derives that of Jofeph from Solomon, 

the fon of David; and St. Luke deduces the virgin’s pedigree from 

Nathan, who was alfo David's fon. 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. IV. 
£30 Wher the devil bad ended all the tembzaticn, &c.} Thefe 


Y unrolled the volume. 


16 FY And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up: and, as his cuftom was, he went into the 
fynagogue on the fabbath cay, and ftood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of 
the prophet Efaias. And when he had opened the 
book, he found the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he 
hath anointed me to preach the gofpel to the poor; 
he hath fent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of fight to 
the blind, to fet at liberty them that are bruifec, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

20 And he clofed the book, and he gave it again 
to the minifter, and fat down. And the eyes of all 
them that were in the fynagogue were faflened on him. 

21 And he began to fay unto them, This day is this 
fcripture fulfilled in your ears. 

22 And all bear him witnefs, and wondered at the 
gracious words which proceeded out of his month. 
And they faid, Is not this Jofeph’s fon ? 

23 And he faid unto them, Ye will furely fay unto 
me this proverb, Phyfician, heal thyfelf: whatfoever 
we have heard done in Capernaum, do alfo here in thy 
country. . 

24. And he faid, Verily I fay unto you, No prophet 
is accepted in his own country. 

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in 
Ifrael in the days of Elias, when the heaven was fhut 
up three years and fix months, when great famine was 
throughout all the land ; 

26 But unto none of them was Elias fent, fave unto 
Sarepta, a city of Sidon, untoawoman shatwwas a widow. 

27 And many lepers were in Ifraci in the time of 
Elifeus the prophet; and none of them was cleanfed, 
faving Naaman the Syrian. 

28 And all they in the fynagogue, when they heard 
thefe things, were filled with wrath, 

29 And rofe up, and thruft him out of the city, and 
led him unto the brow of the hill whereon their city was 
built, that they might caft him down headlong. 

30 But he pafling through the midit of them went 


_his way, 


31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, 
and taught them on-the fabbath days. 

32 And they, were aflonifhed at his doctrine: for his 
word was with power. 

33 | And in the fynagogue there was a man, which 
had a fpirit of an unclean devil, and cried our with a 
loud voice, i 

34 Saying, Let wsalone; what have we to do.with 
thee, thou Jefus of Nazareth? art thou come to deftroy 
us? IJ know thee who thou art; the Holy One of God. 

35 And Jefus rebuked him, faying, Hold thy peace, 
and come out of him. And when the devil had thrown 
him in the midft, he came out of him,and hurthim not. 

36 And they were all amazed, and fpake among 
themfelves, faying, What a word zs this! for with an- 
thority and power he commandeth the unclean {fpirits, 
and they come out. . 

37 And the fame of him went out into every place 
of the country round about. 

384 And he arofe out of the fynagogue and entered 
into Simon’s houfe. And Simon’s wite’s mother was 
taken with a great fever; and they befought him for her. 

39 And 





temptations are intended to fhew the many dangers Chriftians are in 
from Satan, who may be overcome by faithsand prayer, founded on 
the feriptures ; and let us remember, that we have a faithful and mer- 
ciful high prieft, who can fuccour us in time of need, and deliver from 
temptation. ‘ 

17 Utben be had opened the book, &c.] The original fignifies, He 
The facred books were rolled up into volumes, 
like the modern Pentateuchsin the Jewifh fynagogues, upon two flicks, 
or filver rollers, __ 

30 He paffing thréugh, &c.] By rendering himfelf invifible, or by 
intimidating them: in either cafe, 1t was miraculous, 

2 
GENERAL 


Chrift tempted of the devil. Ss. LUKE. Fe beginneth to preach. 
"_ Anno o Which was the fon of Simeon, which was the fon 15 Andhetaught in their fynagognes, being glorified Anno 
EINE Juda, which was the fon of Jofeph, which was the of all. DOMINT 


gle 


’ The miraculous draught of fifhes. 


CHAP. V. 


Chrift calleth Matthew the publican. 





. Anno’ 
DOMIN] 


3!. 


9 And he ftood over her, and rebuked the fever; 
and it left her: and immediately fhe arofe and: mini- 
ftered unto them. 

40 J Now when the fun was fetting, all they that 
had any fick with divers difeafes brought them unto 
him ; and he laid his hands on every one of them, and 
healed them. 

41 Yf And devils alfo came out of many, crying out, 
and faying, ‘Thou art Chrift the Son of God. And he 
rebuking them fuffered them not to fpeak: for they 
knew that he was Chrift, 

42 FY And when it was day, he departed and went 
into a defart place: and the people fought him, and 
came unto him, and flayed him, that Ke fhould not de- 
part from them. 

43 And he faid unto them, I muft preach the king- 
dom of God to other cities alfo: for therefore am I fent. 

44 And he preached in the fynagogues of Galilee. 

CHAP. V. 

1 Chrift teacheth out cf the foip. 12 He cleanfeth a leper; 
and bealeth the palfy: 27 calleth Matthew, and eateth 
with publicans and finners. . 

ND it came to pafs, that, as the people preffed 
upon him to hear the word of God he ftood by 
the lake of Genefaret, 

2, And faw two fhips landing by the lake: but the 
filhermen were gone out of them, and were wafhing 
their nets. 

3 And he entered into one of the fhips, which was 
Simon’s and prayed him that he would thruft out a 
little from theland. And he fat down, and taught the 
people out of the fhip. 

4 7 Now when he had left fpeaking, he faid unto 
Simon, Launch out into the deep, and let down your 
nets for a draught. 

5 And Simon anfwering faid unto him, Matter, we 
have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing; ne- 
verthelefs at thy word I will let down the net. 

6 And when they had this done, they inclofed a 
great multitude of fifhes: and their net brake. 

4 And they beckoned unto their partners, which 
were in the other fhip, that they fhould come and help 
them. And they came, and filled both the fhips, fo 
that they began to fink. 

8 When Simon Peter faw 7/, he fell down at Jefus’ 
knees, faying, Depart from me; for Iam a finful man, 
O Lord. . 

9 For he was aftonifhed, and ali that were with him, 
at the draught of the fithes which they had taken: 

10 And {0 was alfo James, and Johan, the fons of Ze- 
bedce, which were partners with Simon. And Jefus 
faid unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou fhalt 
catch men. 

11 And when they had brought their fhips to Jana, 
they forfook all, and followed him. 

124 And it came to pafs, when he was in a certain 
city, behold a man full of leprofy: who feeing Jefus 
fell on, Sis face, and befought him, faying, Lord, if 
thou wilt, thou canft make me clean. 

13 And he put forth 47s hand, and touched him, fay- 
ing, lwill: be thou clean. And immediately the le- 
ptofy departed from him. 

14 And he charged him to tell no man: but go, and 
fhew thyfelf to the prieft, and offer for thy cleanfing, 
according as Mofes commanded, for a teftimony unto 
them. 

15 But fo much the more went there a fame abroad 
of him: and great multitudes came together to hear, 
and to be healed by him of their infirmities. 
Generan REFLECTIONS on Chap. IV. 


After the example of Chrift, we fhould, by the power of God, refit 
all temptations to prefumption, the love of glory, and the good 
things of this world ; under this encouraging confideration, that 
the gracious care of our Lord towards his people is the fame yef- 
terday, to-day, and for ever. 


COMMENTARY axn NOTES on CHAP. V. 
& Depart from me, fir I ama fiugal mar, O Lord]  Thefe words 
No. 63. 


16 G And he withdrew himfelf into the wildernels, 
and prayed. 

17 §{ And it came to pafs on a certain day, as he 
was teaching, that there were Pharifees and doCtors 
of the law fitting by, which were come out of every 
town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerufalem: and the 
power of the Lord was prefent to heal them. 

18 And, behold, men brought in a bed a man which 
was taken with a pally: and they fought means to bring 
him in, and to lay dim before him. 

9 And when they could not find by what qway they 
might bring him in becaufe of the multitude, they went 
upon the houfetop, and let him downthrough the tiling 
with is couch into the midft before Jefus. 

20 And when he faw their faith, he faid unto him, 
Man, thy fins are forgiven thee. 

21 And the feribes and the Pharifees began to rea- 
fon, faying, Who is this which fpeaketh blafphemies? 
Who can forgive fins, but God alone? 

22 But when Jefus perceived their thoughts, he an- 
{wering faid unto them, What reafon ye in your hearts? 

23 Whether is eafier, to fay, Thy fins be forgiven 
thee; or to fay, Rife up and walk ? 

24 But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power upon earth to forgive fins, (he faid unto the fick 
of the palfy,) I fay unto thee, Arife, and take up thy 
couch, and go unto thine houfe. 

25 And immediately he rofe up before them, and 
took up what whereon he lay, and departed to his own 
houfe, glorifying God. 

26 And they wereall amazed, and they glorified God, 
and were filled with fear, faying, We have {een ftrange 
things to day. 

27 4 And after thefe things he went forth, and faw 
a publican, named Levi, fitting at the receipt of cuf- 
tom: and he faid unto him, Follow me. 

28 And he left all, rofe up, and followed him. 

29 §[ And Levi made him a great feaft in his own 
houfe: and there was a great company of publicans 
and of others that fac down with them. , 

30 But their fcribes and Pharifees murmured againft 
his difciples, faying, Why do ye eat and drink with 
publicans and finners?. 

gt And Jefus aafwering faid unto them, They that 
are whole need nota phyfician ; but they that are fick. 

32 I came not to call the righteous, but finners tq 
repentance. 

23 Y And they faid unto him, Why do the difciples 
of john faft often, and make prayers, and likewife the 
difciples of the Pharifecs ; but thine eat and drink? — 

34 And he faid’'unto them, Gan ye make the chil, 
dren of the bridechamber falt, while the bridegroom is 
with them ? , 

35 But the days will come, when the bridegroom 
fhall be taken away from them, and then fhall they faft 
in thofe days. ‘ : 

36 I And he fpake alfo a parable unto them; No 
man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old; if 
otherwife then both the new maketh a rent, and the 
piece that was takez out of the new agreeth not with the 
old. : 

37 And no man putteth new wine into old bottles; 
elfe the new wine will burit the bottles, and be fpilled, 
and the bottles fhall perifh. ‘ 

38 But new wine muft be put into new bottles; and 
both are preferved. mie 

9 No man alfo having drunk old wéze ftraightway 
defireth new: for he faith, The old is better, 
CHAP, 


Sa a, 
are expreffiive of Peter’s high fentiments of our Lord, and the be- 
coming confcioufnefs of his own unworthinefs. ae 
32 1 came not to call the righteous, but finners, &c.| By the righteous, 
the moft judicious commentators underfland the felf-righteous Pharifees, 
who were the moft virulent oppofers of Chrit and his gofpel, and 
hardened themfelves againit the truth: the context feems to favour this 
interpretation. Wie ate 
No man putteth, &¢.] This implies, that a real Chriftian will be 
changed both in heart and life; and that, without this, a mere external 
profeffion of religion will not avail, 2 : 
9c Gaxrrap 
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The withered hand healed on the fabbath. S. LUKE.  Chrift pronounceth bleffings and wecs. 
a eer a s 


CHAP. VIL 
1 Touching the ears of corn that were plucked by the difci- 
ples on the fabbaitb. 12 Chrift choofeth the twelve 


‘An no 
DOMINI 


3h 


23 Rejoice ye in that day, and leap forjoy : for, be-_ Anno. 
hold, your reward is great in heaven: for in the like a ar 
manner did their fathers unto the prophets. a5 


apoftles. 17 He healeth divers difeafed: 20 and 

preacheth to his difciples. 

Ae it came to pafs on the fecond fabbath after 

the firft, that he went through the corn fields ; 
and his difciples plucked the ears of corn, and did 
eat, rubbing them in their hands. 

2 And certain of the Pharifees faid unto them, Why do 
ye that which is not lawful to do on the fabbath days? 

3 And Jefus anfwering them faid, Have ye not read 
fo much as this, what David did, when himfelf was an 
hungered, and they which were with him; 

4 How he went into the houfe of God, and did take 
-and eat the fhewbread, and gave alfo to them that were 
with him ; which it is noc lawful to eat but for the 
priefts alone? 

5 And he faid unto them, That the Son of man is 
Lord alfo of the fabbath. 

6 4 And it came to pafs alfo on another fabbath, 
that he entered into the fynagogue and taught: and 
there was a man whofe right hand was withered. 

7 And the fcribes and Pharifees watched him, whe- 
ther he would heal on the fabbath day; that they might 
find an accufation againfl him. 

8 But he knew their thoughts, and faid to the man 
which had the withered hand, Rife up, and ftand forth 
inthe midft. And he arofe and ftood forth. | 

9 Then faid Jefus unto them, Iwill afk you one 
thing ; Is it lawful on the fabbath days, to do good, or 
to do evil? to favelife, or to deftroy it? 

to, And looking round about upon them all, he faid 
unto the man, Stretch forth thy hand. And hedid fo: 
and his hand was reftored whole as the other. 

1x And they were filled with madnefs; and com- 
muned one with another what they might do to Jefus. 

12 4] And it came to pais in thofe days, that he 
went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all 
night in prayer to God. 

13 And when it wasday, he called unto bim his dif- 
ciples: and of them he chofe twelve, whom alfo he 
named apottles ; 

14 Simon, (whom he alfo named Peter,) and An- 
drew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartho- 
Jomew, 

t5 Matthew and Thomas, James the for of Alpheus, 
and Simon called Zelotes, : 

16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Ifca- 
Tiot, which was alfo the traitor. 

17 Y And he came down with them, and ftood in 
the plain, and the company of his difciples, and a great 
multitude of people out of all Judea and Jerufalem, 
and from the fea coaft of Tyre and Sidon, which came 
to hear him, and to be healed of their difeafes ; 

18 And they that were vexed with unclean {pirits: 
and they were healed. 

1g And the whole multitude fought to touch him : 
«for there went virtue out of him, and healed them all. 
, 204 And he lifted up his eyes on his difciples, and 
aa: Blefied be ye poor: for your’s is the kingdom of 
God. 

21 Bleffed are ye that hunger now : for ye fhall be 
filled. Bleffed are ye that weep now: for ye fhall laugh. 

22 Bleffed are ye, when men fhall hateyou, and when 
they fhall feparate you from their company, and fhall re- 
proach you, and cait out your nameas evil, for the Son 
.of man’s fake. ; 


erent 
Generar Rertections on Chap. V. 

The wonderful cures Chrift wrought fhould convince us, that being 
analmighty and moft merciful Saviour, he is no lefs inclined to 
grant us a cure for our fouls, a deliverance ‘from our fins, and 
grace neceffary to falvation.; for the end of bis coming was, to fave 
penitent finners, through a lively faith in his merits. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. VI. 
12 Ln prayer to God.) Literally, in the prayer of God ; importing, 

probably, an extraordinary and fublime devotion. Z 
20 He lifted up bis gyeson his diftiples and faid, &c.J In the dif- 


' 24 But woe unto you that are rich! for.ye have re- 
ceived your confolation. 

25 Woe unto you that are full! for ye fhall hunger. 
Woe unto you that laugh now! for ye fhall mourn and 
weep. 

26 Woe unto you, when all men fhall fpeak well 
of you! for fo did their fathers to the falfe prophets. 

27 § But I fay unto you which hear, Love your ene~ 
mies, do good to them which hate you, 

28 Blcfs them that curfe you, and pray for them 
which clefpitefully ufe you. . 

2g And unto him that fmiteth thee on the one cheek 
offer alfo the other; and him that taketh away thy 
cloke forbid not to take thy coat alfo. ; 

30 Give to every man that afketh of thee; and of 
him that taketh away thy goods afk them not again. 

3 And as ye would that men fhould do to you, dq 
ye alfo to them likewife. 

32 Forif ye love them which love you, what thank 
have ye? for finners alfo love thofe that love them. 

33 And if ye do good to them which do good to 
you, what thank have ye? for finners alfo do even the 
fame. 

34 And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to re- 
ceive, what thank have ye? for finners alfo lend to fin- 
ners, to receive as much again. 

35 But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, 
hoping for nothing again ; and your reward fhall be 
great, and ye fhall be the children of the Higheft: for 
he is kind unto the unthankful and éo the evil. 

36 Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father alfo is 
merciful. 

37 Judge not, and ye hall not be judged: condemn 
not, and ye fhall not be condemned : forgive, and ye 
thall be forgiven ; 

. 3&8 Give, and it fhall be given unto you; good mea- 
fure, prefled down, and fhaken together, and running 
over, -fhall men give into your bofom. For with the 
fame meafure that ye mete withal, it fhall be meafured 
to you again. ‘ 

39 And he fpake a parable unto them, Can the blind 
lead the blind? fhall they not both fall into the ditch? 

_ 40 The difciple is not above his mafter: but every 
one that is perfect fhall be as his mafter. 

41 And why beholdeit thou the mote that is in thy 
brother’s eye, but perceiveft not the beam that is in 
thine own eye ? 

42 Either howcanft thou fay to thy brother, Brother, 


4 let me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thon 


thyfelf beholdeft not the beam that isin thine own eye? 
Thou hypocrite, caft out firft the beam out of thine 
own eye, and then fhalt thou fee clearly to pull out 
the mote that is in thy brother’s eye. 

43 Fora good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; 
neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. | 

44 For every tree is known by his own fruit. For 
of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of a bramble buth 
gather they grapes. 

45 A good man out of the good treafure of his heart 
bringeth forth that which is good; and an evil man out 
of the eviltreafure of his heart bringeth forth that which 


is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his mouth 


fpeaketh. ; 
46 J And why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do.not 
the things which | fay ? 

47 Who- 
cia menanamn seth nen anemnananenaeeneireenaeemenerasnemeeneemenemenememmenee Te 
courfe in Mazt. v. our Lord pronounces only bleffings; but in this, 
bleffings and curfes likewife. By the poor, are meant the meck, 
humble, and lowly. By the rich, the proud, covetous, lovers of 
pleafure, &c. By the full, the voluptuous, who {pend their lives in 
wanton mirth and gaicty. And, laftly, vainglorious and worlliy 
perfons are cenfured, who feek applaufe by accommodating their con-" 
dué& and do&trines to the lufts and paffions of men. 

89; 40 Can the blind lead the blind, &c.} Our Lord here cautions 
his hearers againft fubmitting implicitly to the conduét of ignorant oz 
vicious teachers. 

Gayeaan 


The centurion’s fervant healed. 


CHAP. VII.  Chrift’s teftimony of Fohn the Bapii/fi. 
Anno ; 


spans ae Whofoever cometh to me, and heareth my fay- Anno 


20 When the men were come unto him, they faid, 
DOMINE 


ings, and doeth them, I will fhew you to whom he is 

like : 

48 He is like a man which built an houfe, and dig- 

ed deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and when 
the flood arofe, the ftream beat vehemently upon that 
houfe, and could not fhake it: for it was founded upon 

a rock. ' 

49 But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man 
that without a foundation built an houfe upon the 
earth ; againft which the ftream did beat vehemently, 
and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that houfe was 
great. 

CHAP. VIL. 

1 The centurion’s faith: 10 Chrift healeth his fervant: 
11 raifeth the widow's fon: 19 anfwereth Fobn’s 
meffengers, 36 and declareth himfeif a friend to finners. 

OW when he had ended all his fayings in the au- 
dience of the people, he entered into Capernauin. 

2 And a certain centurion’s fervant, who was dear 
unto him, was fick, and ready to die. 

3 And when he heard of Jefus, he fent unto him 
the elders of the Jews, befeeching him that he would 
come and heal his fervant. 

4 And'when they came to Jefus, they befought him 
inftantly, faying, That he was worthy for whom he 
fhould do this : ‘ 

5 For he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a 
fynagogue. 

6 Then Jefus went with them. And when he was 
now not far from the houfe, the centurion fent friends 
to him, faying unto him, Lord, trouble not thyfelf: for 
Jam not worthy that thou fhouldeft enter under my roof: 

4 Wherefore neither thought I myfelf worthy to 
come unto thee : but fay in a word, and my fervant 
fhall be healed. 

8 For I alfo am a man fet under authority, having 
under me foldiers, and I fay unto one, Go, and he 
goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh ; and to 
my fervant, Dothis, and he doeth ¢. ‘ 

9 When Jefus heard thefe things, he marvelled at 
him, and-turned him about, and faid unto the people 
that followed him, Lfay unto you, I have not found fo 
great faith, no, not in Ifrael. 

10 And they that were fent, returning to the houfe, 
found the fervant whole that had been fick. 

ri YJ Andit came to pafs the day after, that he went 
into a city called Nain; and many of his difciples went 
with him, and much people. 

12 Now when he came nigh to the gate of the city, 
behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only fon 
of his mother, and fhe was a widow : and much people 
of the city was with her, : 

13 And when the Lord faw her, he had compaffion 
on her, and faid unto her, Weep not. 

14 And he came and touched the bier: and they 
that bare Jim ftood ftill. And he faid, Young man, I 
fay unto thee, Arife. 

15 And he that was dead fat up, and began to fpeak. 
And he delivered him to his mother. 

16 And therecamea fear on all: and thcy glorified 
God, faying, That a great prophet is rifen up among 
us; and, That God hath.vifiteth his people. 

17 And this rumour of him went forth throughout 
all Judea, and throughout all the region round about. 

18 g And the difciples of John fhewed him of all 
thefe things. . 

19 And John calling unto him two of his difciples 
fent them to Jefus, faying, Art thon he that fhould 
come? or look we for another? 


; : 
Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. VI. 


From the contents of this chapter we are taught in general, that no- 
thing can fhake thofe wha to the knowledge of the gofpel are enabled 
to join the praétice of jts duties ; whereas they who content them~- 
felves with hearing Chrift's werd, without doing: that which is 
erdercd therein, cannot refit temptations, nor attain falvation. 



















John Baptifi hath fent us unto thee, faying, Art thou 
he that fhould come? or look we for another? 

21 And in the fame hour he cured many of their in 
firmities and plagues, and of evil fpirits ; and unto 
many that were blind he gave fight. 

22 Then Jefus anfwering faid unto them, Go your 
way, and tell John what things ye have fecn and heard s 
how that the blind fee, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleanfed, the deaf hear, the dead are raifed, to the poor 
the gofpel is preached. 

_ 23 And bleffed is be, whofoever fhall not be offended 
in me. 

_ 24 9 And when the meffengers of John were de-+ 

" parted, he began to fpeak unto the people concerning 


J John, What went ye out into the wildernefs for to fee? 


A reed fhaken with the wind ? 
_ 25 But what went ye out for to fee? A man clothed 
in foft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeoufly 
. apparclled, and live delicately, are in kings’ courts. 
26 But what went ye out for to fee? A prophet ? 
Yea, I fay unto you, and much more than a prophet. 
27 This is se, of whom it is written, Behold, I fend 
‘my meflenger before thy face, which fhall prepare thy 
way before thee. : 
28 For I fay unto you, Among thofe that are born 


Baptift: but he that is leaft in the kingdom of God is 
greater than he. 

29 And all the people that heard Jim, and the pub« 
licans, juftified:God, being baptized with the baptifm 

of John. 
f 30 But the Pharifees and lawyersrejected the council 
' of God againft themfelves, being not baptized of him. 

31 4] And the Lord faid, Whereunto then fhall I 
liken the men of this generation? and to what are 
| they like? 

32 They are like unto children fitting in the market- 

| place, and calling one to another, and faying, We have 

| piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have 

mourned to you, and ye have not wept. 

| ° 33 For John the Baptift came neither eating bread 

| nor drinking wine; and ye fay, He hath a devil. 

t 24 Fhe Son of man is come eating and drinking; 

and ye fay, Behold a gluttonous man, and a winebib- 

i ber, a friend’ of publicans and finners! * 

33 But wifdom is juftified of all her children. 

36 GY And one of the Pharifees defired him that he 

| would eat with him. And he went into the Pharifee’s 
i houfe, and fat down to meat. 

| 37 And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a 

' finner, when fhe knew that Jefus fat at meat in the Pha- 

‘ rifee’s houfe, brought an alabafter box of ointment, 

38 And ftood at his feet behind Aim weeping, and 

‘ began to wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kiffed 

t hisfeet, and anointed them with the ointment. 

| 39 Now when the Pharifee which had bidden him 
faw if, he fpake within himfelf, faying, This man, if 

' he were a prophet, would have known who and what 
manner of woman ¢dis zs that toucheth him: for fhe 
is a finner. A 

40 And Jefus anfwering faid unto him, Simon, I 
‘have fomewhat to fay unto thee. And he faith, Matter, 
fay on. 

41 There was a certain creditor which had two 
debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the 
other fifty. 

42 And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them 
will love him moft ? 
; 43 Simon 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES ow CHAP. VII. 
5 He hath built us a fynagogue.] Thatis, at his own expence: he 
was, in all probability, a profelyte to the Jewith religion. 
12 A dead man carried out, &c.] The Jews buried their dead out of 
the city, fee Matt. xxvii. 60. perhaps to prevent pollution. 
20 Rejelied the counfel of Ged againft.themfelucs, &c.| Fruftsated, by 
their unbelicf, the gracious intention of God towards them. / 
: + 44 ind 


31. 


of women there is not a greater prophet than John the. 


S. LUKE. Chrifi fiilleth a tempeft, 


1§ Bur that on the good ground are they, which in Anno 
an huneft and good heart, having heard the word, keep aoa 
if, and bring forth fruit with patience. a 


The parable of the fower. 





Anno 
DOMINI 
' 31. 


43 Simon anlwered and faid, I fuppofe that 4e, to 
whom he forgave moft. And he faid unto him, Thou 


hatt rightly judged. 

44 And he turned to the woman, and faid unto Si- 
mon, Seeit thou this woman ? IJ entered intothine houfe, 
thou *gaveft me no water for my feet: but fhe hath 
wathed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the 
hairs of her head. 

“45 Thou gavelt me no-kifs ; but this woman fince 
the time I came in, hath not ceafed to kifs my feet. 

“46 My hea. with oil thon didft not anoint: but this 
woman nath anointed my feet with ointment. 

47 Wherefore 1 fay unto thee, Her fins, which are 
many, are forgiven ; for fhe loved much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the fame loveth little. 

48 And he faid unto her, Thy fins are forgiven. 

49 And they that fatat meat with him began to fay 
within themfelves, Who is this that forgiveth fins alfo? 

50 And he faid to the woman, Thy faith hath faved 
thee ; go in peace. s 

s CHAP. VIII. 

1 [omen minifter unto Chrif?. 4. The parable of the fower. 

22 Chrift rebuketh the winds: 26 he cafteth out the legion 

of devils, 49 and raifeth Fairus’ daughter to life. 

ND it came to pafs afterward, that he went 

throughout every city and village, preaching, 

and fhewing the glad tidings of the kingdom of God: 
and the twelve were with him. 

2 Andcertain women, which had been healed of 
evil fpirits and infirmities, Mary called Magdalene, out 
of whom went feven devils, 

3 And Joanna the wife of Chuza Herod’s fteward, 
and Sufanna, and many others, which minitlered unto 
him of their fubftance. 

49 And when much people were gathered together, 

, and were come to him out of every city, he fpake by 
a parable: 

5 A fower went to fow his feed: and as he fowed, 
fome fell by the way fice; and ir was trodden down, 
and the fowls of the air devoured it. 

6 And fome fell upon a-rock; and as foon as it was 
fprung up,it withered away, becaufe it lacked moifture, 

7 And fome fellamong thorns; and the thorns {prang 
up with it, and choked it. 

“8 And other fell on good ground, and fprang up, 
and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when he had faid 
thefe things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear. 

9 § And his difciples afked him, faying, What might 
this parable be? 

10 And he faid, Unto you it.is given to know the 
my fteries of the kingdom of God: but to others in pa- 
rables; that fecing they might not fee, and hearing 
they might not underitand. 

at 4 Now the parable is this: The feed is the word 
of God. 

12 ‘Thofe by the way fide are they that hear; then 
cometh the devil, and taketh away the word out of 
their hearts, left they fhould believe and be faved. 

13 They on the rock are ¢4ey, which, when they hear, 
receive the word with joy; and thefe have no root, 
which for a while believe, and in time of temptation 
fall away. 

14 And that which fell am ong thornsare they, which, 

. whea they have heard, go forth, and are choked with 
cares and riches and pleatures of bis life, and bring no 
trait to perfection. 


44 dud he turucd to the woman, _&c.] By a beautiful figure in 
= thetorie, called 2poltrophe, our Saviour pointed firlt to the penitent 
woman; and then, turning tu Simon, belpoke his attention to what 
he- was about to fay. , 
Cenerat Rernecrions on Chap. VII. | 
Our Lord’s reftoring the dead to life, is an earneft of our refurrece 
‘tion by we fame almighty power at the Jait day. In the mean 
time, adively faith, and an humble -fenfe of our own unworthi- 
-néfs, aré the means.to obtain of God the gffcéts of his mercy to- 
wards us. . 


16 & No man, when he hath lighted a candle, co- 
vereth it with a veflel, or putteth 7 under a bed; bue 
fetteth ## on a candleftick, that they which enter in 
may fee the light. ate 

17 For nothing is fecret, that fhall not be made 
manifeft; neither any ¢hing hid, that fhall not be 
known and come abroad. 

18 Take heed therefore how ye hear : for whofoever 
hath, to him fhall be given; and whofoever hath not, 
from him fhall be taken even that which he feemeth to 
have. 

19 J Then came to him 4:5 mother and his brethren, 
and could.not come at him for the prefs, ; 

so And it was told him dy certain which faid, Thy 
mother and thy brethren ftand without, defiring to fee 
thee. 

at And he anfwered and faid unto them, My mother 
and my brethren are thefe which hear the word of God, 
and do it. 

22 J Now it came to pafs on a certain day, that he 
went into a fhip with his difciples : and he faid unta 
them, Let us go over unto the other fide of the lake. 
And they launched forth. ‘ 

23 But as they failed he fell afleep: and there came 
down a ftorm of wind on the Jake; and they were 
filled with water, and were in jeopardy. 

24 And they came to him, and awoke him, faying, 
Matter, mafter, we perifh. Then he arofe and rebuked 
the wind and the raging of the water : and they ceafed, 
and there was a calm. ‘ 

25 And he faid unto them, Where is your faith ? 
and they being afraid wondered, faying one to another, 
What manner of man is this! for he commandeth even 
the winds and water, and they obey him. 

26 Q And they arrived at the country of the Gada- 
renes, which is over againft Galilee. 

27 And when he went forth to land, there met him 
out of the city a certain man -vhich had devils long 
time, and ware no clothes, néa.er abode in azy houfe, 
but in the tombs. ae 

28 When he faw Jefus, he cried out, and fell down 
before him, and with a loud yoice faid, What have I 
to do with thee, Jefus, ¢4oz Son of God moft high? I 
befeech thee, torment me not, 

29 (For he had commanded the unclean fpirit to come 
out of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him : 
and he was kept bound with chains and in fetters ; anct 
he brake the bands, and was driven of the devil into 
the wildernefs.) 

30 And Jefus afked him, faying, Whatis thy name? 
And he faid, Legion: becauie many devils were en- 
tered into him. , 

31 And they befought him that he would not com- 
mand them to go out into the deep, 

32 And there was there an herd of many {wine feed- 
ing on the mountain: and they befonght him that he 
would fyffer them to enter into them. And he fuffered 
them. 

33 Then went the devils ont of the man, and entered 
into the fwine ; and the herd ran violently down a fieep 
place into the lake, and were choked. 

34 When they that fed ¢em faw what was done, they 
fled, and wentand told 7¢ in thecity and in the country. 

35 Then they went out to fee what was done; and 

came 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES ox CHAP. VII. 

1 The glad tidings of the kingd:m of God, &c.} “Whe good news of 
God’s reconcileablenefs to mankind, through Jefus Chrift. 

10 That fecing they might not fee, &c.] “The preaching of the gofpel 
is either a teftimony for, or againft thofe who hear it. The Pharifees 
had all along fhut their eyes, and faid, they would not fee; and now 
Chrift clofes sheir eyes judicially, and fays, they thal] not fee. 

18 Lake heed therefore how ye hear, &C.}] Carefully attend to, and 
improve what you hear. | - . : 

31 Ue decp.] The prifon or place where the fallen angels, or wicked 
{pirits, are confined. : ie 
47 She 





Farrus daughter reftored to life. 
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came to Jefus, and found the man, out of whom the 
devils were departed, fitting at the feet of Jefus, clothed, 
and in his right mind: and they were afraid. 

36 They alto which faw it told them by what means 
he that was poffefled of the devils was healed. 

a7 Vhen the whole multitude of the country of the 
Gadarenes round about befought him to depart from 
them; for they were taken with great fear: and he went 
up into the fhip, and returned back again. 

38 Now the man out of whom the devils were de~ 
parted befought him that he might be with him: but 
Jefus fent him away, faying, 

39 Return to thine own houfe, and fhew how great 
things God hath done unto thee. And he went his 
way, and publifhed throughout the whole city how 
great things Jefus had cone unto him. 

40 And it came to pafs, that, when Jefus was re~ 
turned, the people g/ad/y received him: for they were 
all waiting for him. 

41 {& And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, 
and-he wasaruler of the fynagogue: and he fell down 
at Jcfus’ fect, and befought him that he would come 
into his houfe: 

42 For he had one only daughter, about twelve 
years of age, andl fhelay a dying. But as he went the 
people thronged him. 

43 Wf Aud a woman having an iffue of blood twelve 
years, which had fpent all her living upon phyficians, 
neither could be healed of any, 

44 Came behind Jim, and touched the border of his 
garment: and immediately her iffue of blood {tanched, 

45 And Jefus faid, Who touched me? When all de- 
nied, Peter and they that were with him faid, Matter, 
the multitude throng thee and prefs thee, and fayeft 
thou, Who touched me? 

46 And Jefus faid, Some body hath touched me: 
for I perceive that virtue is gone out of me. 

47 And when the woman faw that fhe was not hid, 
fhe came trembling, and falling down before him, fhe 
declared unto him beforeall the people for what caufe 
fhe had touched him, and how fhe was hcaled imme- 
diately. 

48 Nas he faid unto her, Daughter, be of good com- 
fort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace. 

49 {| While he yet {pake, there cometh one from the 


_Tuler of the fynagogue’s houfe, faying to him, Thy 


daughter is dead, trouble not the Mafter. 

50 But when Jefus heard it, he anfwered him, faying, 
Fear not: believe only, and fhe fhall be made whole, 

51 And ween he came into the houfe, he fuffered no 
man to goin, fave Peter, and James, and John, and 
the father and the mother of the maiden. 

s2 And all wept, and bewailed her: but he faid, 
Weep not; fhe is not dead, but fleepeth. 

53 And they laughed him to fcorn, knowing that 
flie was dead. 

54 And he put them all out, and took her by the 
hand, and called, faying, Maid, arife.- 

55 And her fpirit came again, and fhe arofe ftraight~ 
way : and he commanded to give her meat. 

56 And her parents were aftonifhed: but he charged 
them that they fhould tell no man what was done. 

CHAP. IX 

1 Chrift fendeth out apofiles. 7 Herod defireth to fee him. 

28 The transfguration: 37 he healeth a demoniac: 

43 again forefheweth his fugerings. 
PYWEN he called his twelve difciples together, and 

gave them power and authority over all devils, 

and to cure difeafes. 

2 And hefent them to preach the kingdom of God, 
and to heal the fick. . 





49 She came trembling, &c.] She might dread our Lord’s difpleafure, 


perhups, for having touched him, when fhe was under a legal impurity — 


txom her difeafe, 
GreneraL ReFrriections on Chap. VIII. 
‘We.are here taught the manner in which we are to hear and receive the 
word of God, fo that the cifeét may bé, luve to our Loid Jefus Chritt, 
No, 63. 


CHAP. IX. 


‘them to tell no man that thing ; 


_ 3 And he faid unto them, Take nothing for your 
journey, neither ftaves, nor {crip, neither bread, neither 
money ; neither have two coats apiece. 

4 And whatfoever houfe ye enter into there abide, 
and thence depart. 

5 And whofoever will not receive you, when ye go 
out of that city, fhake off the very duft from your feet 
for a teftimony againft them. 

6 And they departed, and went through the towns, 
Preaching the gofpel, and healing every where. 

79 Now Herod the Tetrarch heard of all that was 
done by him: and he was perplexed, becaufe that it 
was faid of fome, that John was rifen from the dead; 

8 And of fome, that Elias had appeared; and of 
others, that one of the old prophets was rifen again. 

9 And Herod faid, John have! beheaded: but who 
is this, of whom I hear fuch things? And he defired 
to fee him. ' 

10 7 And the apoftles, when they were returned, 
told him all that they had done. And he took them; 
and went afide privately into a defert place belonging 
to the city called Bethfaida. 

11 And the people, when they knew it, followed 
him: and he received them, and fpake unto them of the 
kingdom of God, and healed them that had need of 
healing. 

124 And when the day began to wear away, then 
came the twelve, and faid unto him, Send the multitude 
away, that they may go into the towns and country 
round about, and lodge, and get victuals: for we are 
here in a defert place. 

’ 43 But he faid unto them, Give ye them to eat: 
And they faid, We have no more but five loaves and 
two fifhes; except we fhould go and buy meat for all 
this people. . 

14 For they were about five thoufand men. And 
he faid to his cifciples, Make them fit down by fiftics 
in a company. 

15 And they did fo, and made them all fit down. 

16 Then he took the five loaves and the two fifhes, 
and looking up to heaven, he bleffed them, and brake, 
and gave to thedifciples to fet before the multitude. 

17 And they did eat, and were all filled : and there 
was taken up of fragments that remained to them 
twelve bafkets. 

18 4 And it came to pafs, as he was alone praying, 
his difciples were with him: and he afked them, faying, 
Whom fay the people that I am? 

1g They anfwering faid, John the Baptift; but fome 
Say, Elias ; and others /ay, that one of the old prophets 
is rifen again. 

20 He faid unto them, But whom fay ye that I am? 
Peter anfwering faid, The Chrift of God. 

21 And he ftraitly charged them, and commanded 

22 Saying, the Son of man mutt fuffer many things, 
and berejected of the elders and chief priefts and f{cribes, 
and be flain, and be raifed the third day. 

23 And he faid to them all, if any man will come 
after me, let him deny himfelf, and take up his crofs 
daily, and follow me. 

24 For whofoever will fave his life fhal lofe ir: but 
whofoever will lofe his life for my fake, the fame fhall 
fave it. 

25 For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the 
whole world, and lofe himfelf, or be caft away? 

26 For whofoever fhall be afhamed of me and of my 
words, of him thall the Son of man be afhamed, when 
he fhall come in his own glory, and 7 4/s Father’s, and 
of the holy angels. 

27 But I tell you of a truth, there be fome ftanding 

. here, 





who is able to deftroy the kingdom of Sataa in the hearts of all thofe 


+ who ferve and obey him. 
COMMENTARY anpo NOTES on CHAP. IX. 

25 What is a man advantaged, Sc.) What cemparifon is there 
between the tranfitory enjoyment of riches, honours, or pleafures, and 
the faving or lofing our immortal fouls ? 
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Chrift healeth a demoniac. S. ob, 


er en ae a tate 








" kingdom of God. 

_ 289 And it came to pafs about an cight days after 
thefe fayings, hetook Peter and Jolin and James, and 
went up into a mountain to pray. 

29 Ancdas he prayed, the fafhion of lis countenance 
was altered, and his raiment was white aad elitierine. 

ge And, behold, there talked with him two aen, 
which were Mofes and Elias : 

31 Who appeared in glory, and fpake of his deecafe 
which he fhould accomplith at Jerufalem, 

32 But Peter and they that were with him were heavy 
with fleep: and when they were awake. they faw his 
glory, and the two men that flood with him. 

3 Andit came to pafs, as they departed from him, 
Peter faid unto Jefus, Malicr, it is good tor us to be 
here: and Iet us make three tabernacies 3 one for thee, 
and one for Mofes, and one for Llias: not knowing 
what he fuid. 

34 W hile he thes {pal e, there came a cloud, and 
everfhadow cd them: and they feared as they entered 
into the cloud. 

5 And therecame a voice out of the cloud, faying, 
whe s fay betoved Son: bear him, 

36 And when the voice was prt, Jefus was found 
hey kept 7 clot A told no min in thole 
ve hings which they bad feet 
; rouneto pals, that on the nextday 
ev were come down from the bill, mucn eee ewe mct 
him. 

23 And, behold, a man of the company cried out, 
faying, Mafier, Dbeftech thee, look upen my fon: for 
he is mine enly child. 

2g And, le 2 ae. talkeeth him, an.) he frddenty 
ericch ont; andittca eth him wbat he foamicth again, 
and bruifing him harely departeth from bin. 

40 And} belought thy difciples to cait him out ; 
and they could not. 

qi find Jefus anfwering faid, O faithlefs and per- 
verfe generation, how inne fhall I be with thee, and 
tuifer yous ? Bring thy fon ‘hither. : 

42 -\nctas he was yet acoming, the devil threw him 
down, end tare Af. And J 
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cfus rebuked the unclean 
fpivie, and healed the child, and delivered him again to 
Ins father. 

43 4) And they were all amazed at the mighty power 
ef God. Barz while they wondered every one at ail 
things which tefus did, he faid unto his dite; iples, 

44. Let there fayings fink down intg your cars: for 
the ton of man fhall be delivered into the hands of men. 

a5 But they undcrliood not this faying, and it was 
hid trom them, that they perceived it not: ard they 
feared to afk him of that faying. 

46 9 Vhen there arofe a reafoning among them, 
which ef them fhould be greatett. 

47 And Jetus percciving the thought of their heart, 
teok a child, and fcc him by him, 

And faid unco them, Whofoever fhall receive this 
as in my name recciveth me: and whoferver {hall 
HS vive ine, reeciveth him that fence ae : forde that is 
dewit among you all, the fame fhall be 

a9 VF And John anfwered and ivid, “Maiter, we faw 
one calling out devils in thy name: aid we forbad him, 
becaufe he followeth not with us, 

so And jefus fuid unto him, Forbid dim not: for 
he that is not ayaini us is forcus. 

st And it came to-pats, when the time was come 
that he fhowld be reecived up, he fiedfaftly fer his 
face to go to Jerufilem. 4 
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a5 Ths is my beheed S12, &C.] ‘The original is very emphatical : 
This is my Son 











v, &c.} Such travellers as went to Jeru- 
ere the ebjecis of the Samaritans indig- 
to the religious wotfhip of the 





to: worhhip, 
ration, for itey had an an tipathy 
jews. 





nerkab Reyrirerrons on Chap. IX. 
aliy ake notice, from) this chapter, that faith is not 
jon now, than it was formerly fur working 
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make ready for Lin. 
“ss And they did not receiv: him, becaufe his face 
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iwhen his difeiples James and Je nbn faw this, 
wile thon that we command fire co 
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55 But he turned, and rebulzed them, and faid, 
Loow not what Manner ce f fpiri fycare of, 

56 Vor the Son of min is nore ome to de? roy men’s 
to fave another 





: Wang tee oes 
teem. wand they wens to 





57 j Andit came to pafs, that, as they went in the 
wey, acertain wen Citd unte lim, Lerd, £ wail follow 
thee whitherfocver thou geelt. 

53 And Tefus faid unto hina, Foxes have hotles, anct 
birds of the air Aace nefits; but the Sou of man hata 
nor where to Jay 47s head. 

59 Aad he ful unto another, Follow me. But he 
fais, Lord, fuller me frit to go and bury my father. 

60 Jefus Lud unto Li Let the dead bury their 
deat: bre gothou and eae ot Crd. 
61 And another alfa faid, Lord, lL fallow: thees 
: bid them fe 








well, Which ae as 
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And fe ius daid unto 

Sieh hand fo che plou: 

king-ivm of God. 
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nis By ie fa i 
wodé allali ele: 
JP ER Uae 
478 feveuivalty,and J 
fuer info every city and phice, 
would come. 

2 Therefore faid he unto them, 
7s great, but the labourers ae few : 
the Lord of theherveit, that he would fe 
bourcrs into his harvelt. 

3 Ge your ways: behold, ] fend you forth 2s lambs 
among weolve 

4 Carry neith: 
lure no mun by en 

s Audintow 
fe to this Lote, 

6 Aud if the Son of peace be there, your peace thall 
refi upon it: if not, it thal turn to you ayain. 

7 Andin the fame houfe remain, cating and drink- 
ing fuch things as they give: for the laboureris worthy 
of his hie. Gonot from houlfeco houfe. 

8 And into whatfoever city ye enter, and they recciv 
you, eat fuch things as are fet before you: 

9 And heal the ‘fick that are therein, and fay unto 
them, The kingdom of Gad is come nigh unto you. 

ro Butinto whatfoever city yc. enter, and they re- 
ecive you net, go your ways Gut into the fireets of the 
fame, and fay, 

11 Even the very daft of your city, which cleaveth 
on us, we do wipe off againit you: potwithSaniling Le 
ye fure of this, that the kingdom of God is come high 
unto you. 

12 Buc fay unto you, that it fhall be more 
in that day for Sodom, than for that city. 

13 §[ Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, 
Bethfaida! for if the mighty works had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, which have been done in yeu, they 








Lord appoimrod other 
miwoand wvo before his 

be ee 2 
he hiiinfele 


Whither 


The he 


mies 
pray 








nor fhoes: and f1- 










tolerable 








had 
ee are a eng heen rere sto leaded 
les: our ftumblings and fallings proceed only frem che waut 












h, for which renfon we oushe to Jabour to br ce ad 
ny and to befeech the Lord thatit may be more sid anore in- 
afed in us. 
COMMENTARY anno NOTES on cn AP. XN. 
1 Afer tife things the Lord ap printe! eshe Pea TRE, 
meaning is, that the Lord fent forh feventy dliciples to preach te 
ch, befides the twelve he had bofae commilioned fer that pus- 


pole. 
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poe a Nr ees ee 
The parable of the goo S umnaritan. 





Anno had a great whileago repented, fitting in dackcloth and 


afhes. 

ra But it fhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon 
at the day of judgment than for you. ‘ 

rg And thou, Capernaum, which at exalted to hea- 
ven, fhall be thruit down to heli. 

16 He that heareth you heareth me: and he thar 
dcfpifeth you defpifeth me; and he that defpiicth ime 
defpufeti him that fent me. 

17 4 <\nd the feventy returned again with joy, fay- 
ing, Lord, even the devils are fulyect vato us through 
thy name. : 

18 And he faid unto them, f belicld Satan as Hght- 
ning fall from heaven. 

19 Behold, 1 give untae you power to tread on fer- 
pents and, fcorptons, and over all the power of the 
enemy: and nothing thall by any means hurt you. 

20 Notwithflanding in this rejoice not, that the fpi- 
rits are fubject unto you; but rather mjoice, becauke 
your names are written in heaven. 

e1 & In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirir, and faid, 
Tthank thee. O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
thou halt hid thefe tunings from the wife and prucent, 
and haft revealed them unto babes: even fo, Father; 
for fo it feemed good in thy fighe. 

22 Ali chings are delivered to me of my Father: and 
no min knoweth who the Son is, but thé Father; and 
who the Father is, but the Son, and 4e to whom tic Son 
will reveal 277. 

22 G And he mrned him unto dis difciples, and 
privarely, Eiciicd are the eyes which {ee the things 








fy 
that ye tee: 

ag Kor Ltell you, that many prophets and kings 
have defired to fee rhote things which ye fee, and have 
not feen /dem ; and to hear thofe things which ye hear, 
and bave not heard them. 
es Y And beheld a certain lawyer flood up, and 
tempted him, faying, Mafler, whac fhall Ido to inherit 
eternal lite? 

26 He faid unto him, What is written in the law? 
how readett thou? 

27 And he anfwering faid, Thou fhalt love the Lord 
thy Gad with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and 
with all chy @rength, and with allthy mind; and thy 
neighbour as thy felf. 

23 And he faid unto him, Thou haft anfwered right. 
‘Stas do, and thou fale live. 





og But he, willing to juility himfelf, faid unto Jefus, 


Ana who is my neighbour ? 

30 And jeius anfwering faid, A certain man went 
down from Jerufalem cto Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, which ftiipped him of his raiment, and 
wounded Dim, and departed, leaving dim half dead. 

31 And by chance there came down a certain pricft 
that way; and when he faw him, he paffed by on the 
other file. 

32 And Tikewi 
cancand looked, ; 

33 Buta certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came 
aviere he was: and wheu he fiw him, he had compaf- 





foa Tevite, when he was at the place, 


and pafied by on the other fide, 







° 





fon ca him, 

34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, 
pouring in oil and wine, and ft him on bis own beait, 
aud brought him to an inn, and toox care of him. 

35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took 
out two pence, and gave them vo the hott, and faid unto 
him, Take care of him; and whatfoever thou fpendelt 
more, when I come again, I will repay thee. 

36 \hich now of thefe three thinkelt thou was 
neghiv.ur unto him chat fell among the thieves ? 

ee eee 

18 F beheld Saton as lightuing, &e.] This denotes, thar the t 
nical deminion of the v.doan the hearts of men is fubdued by the 
preaching of the gofpel, and the irrefiltible power of Chrift. 

32 of certain t 2 fovea, &e.] By this adin parable our 
bhifed Saviour powerfatly recommendrd that eniverfal benevolence 
which is fu familiar in the mouths, but foreign to the hearts, of many 
paotetfurs of Chi sity 

Generan RerrectTions onCiap. X. 
What meft nearly concerns us here, is, to adhere to Chrift, to kearlen 
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37 «and he fatd, He that fhewed mercy on him. 4 


Vhen fai Jefus unto him, Ge, and do thou likewiles 

38 Now it came to pais, as they went, that he en- 
tered imioa certain village: anda certain woman named 
Martha reecived him into her honfe. 

39 And the hada ffler called Mary, which alfo fut 
at Jefus’ foer, and heard his word.” 

40 Bat Miartha was cumbeied about much ferving, 
and came to him, and faid, Lord, doft theu not care 
that my fier iach lett me to firve alone? bid her there- 
fore that ihe help me. 

And Jefus anfwered ancl Sid unto her, Martha, 
ya, thou art careful anid troubled about many 








— 
Mod oe 


it one thing is needful: and Mary hath chofen 
that good parr, which fhail not be taken away from her. 
CMAP. XI, . 
12 teacheth to pray, 14 be cafteth out a devil: 29 
preacheth unis the pecple, 37 aud reproveth the Pha- 
rifees aad laccyers. 





A ND it came to pak, that, ashe was praying in aA.D.33¢ 


- 


A£OX certain place, when he ccafed, one of his dilciples 
fad unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John alfo 
taughe his dilcipies. 

2 And he faid unto them, When ye pray, fay, Our 
Farther which art in beaven, Mallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. ‘Phy wil be done, as in heaven, 
fo in earth. 

3 Give us day by day our daily brea l. 

4 And forgive us our fins; for we alfo forgive 





‘every Gnetharisindebted tows. and lead us notinto 


temptation 5; but deliver us fiem evil. 

§ And he faid unto them, Which of you fhall have 
a frienc, and fhall go unto him at midnight, and fay 
unto him, riend, lend me three Inaves 5 

6 For a friend of mine in his journey is come to me, 
anu [| have nothing to fet before him? 

7 and he from within fhall anfwerand fay, Trouble - 
me not: the coor is now fliut, and my children are 
with mein bed; T cannot rife and sive thee. 

8 IT fay unto you, Though he will not rife and give 
him becaute he is his friend, yet becaufe of his impor- 
tunity he will rife and give himvas many as he needeth, 

9 And I fay unto you, Afiz, and it fhall be given 
yous; fvek, and ye fhall find; knock, and it fhall be 
opened unto you. : 

10 For cvery one that efizeth recaiverh 3 and he that 
feecketh Gndeth; and to him that knocketh it fhall be 
opened. , 

ti Ifa fon fhall afk bread of any of you that isa 
father, will he give nim a ftone ? or if de afi a fifh, will 
he for a fifth give him a ferpent ? 

12 Or if he fhall afk an egg, will he offer hima fcor-1 
pion? 

13 If ye then, being cvil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how much more fhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that afk 
him? 

i4 9 And he was cafting out a devil, and it was 
dumb. And it came to pals, when the devil was gone 
out, the dumb fpake; and the people wondered. 

15 But fome of them faid, He cafteth out devils 
through Beelzcbub the chief of the devils. 

16 And others tempting dim, fought of him a fign 
from heaven. ‘ 

17 But he, knowing their thoughts, faid unto them, 
Every kingdom divided againit itfelf is brought to de- 
folation ; and a houfe divided againft a honfe falleth. 

iS If 


ee A SSSR 
to his word, and to make the falvation of our fouls the chief concera 


of our lises. 
COMMENTARY axn NOTES on CHAP. XI. 
:, &c-] The Jews rendered themfelves inexenfable 


r 









rg Az ofl 


f 9 A 7 
by rejecting tis tetimeny of Chritt’s almighty power, and by perfift- 


ing to oppofe his minifiry, and hardening themfelves in fin more 
and more, they became irretrievably obnoxious to the divine difplea- 
fuses 


3 . 23 He 


ne ; a iacl 








Chrift “fhecweth who are truly bleffed. 


Anno 





18 If Satan alfo be divided again himfelf, how 


PeNN! fhall his kingdom ftand? becanfe ye fay that I caft out 


‘devils through Beelzcbub. 

19 Ahdif I by Beelzebub caft ont devils, by whom 
do your fons cail fem out? theiefere fhell they be your 
judges. 

20 But if f wich the Gnger of God caft out devils, no 
doubt the kingdom of God is come upon you. 

21 When a ftrong man armed keepeth his palace, 
his goods are in peacc. 

22 But when a ftronger than he fhall come upon him, 
and overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour 
wherein he trufted and divideth his fpoils. 

23 He that is not with me is againft me: and he 
that gathereth not with me fcattereth. 

24 When'the unclean fpirit is gone out of a man, 
he walketh through dry places, feeking reft; and find- 
ing none, he faith, 1 will return unto my houte whence 
I came out. ‘ 

25 And when he cometh, he findeth i¢ fwept and 
garnifhed. 

26 Then goeth he, and taketh fo Sim feven other {pi- 
tits more wicked than himfelf; and they enter in and 
dwell there: and the lait ate of that man is worfe than 
the firft. ; 

27 4 And it came to pafs, as he fpake thefe things, 


a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, ? 


and faid unto him, bleffed 7s the womb that bare thee, 
and the paps which thou haft fucked. 

28 But he faid, Yea, rather, blefled are they that 
hear the word of God, and keep it. 

29 And when the people were gathered thick to- 
gether, he began to fay, This is an evil generation: 
they feek a fign ; and there fhall no fign be given ir, 
but the fign of Jonas the prophet. 

30 For as Jonas was a fign unto the Ninevites, fo. 
fhall the Son of man be to this generation. 

gr The queen of the fouth fhall rife up in the judg- 
ment with the men of this generation, and condemn 
them: for fhe came from the utmoft parts of the earth 
to hear the wifdom of Solomon; and behold a greazer 
than Solomon is here. 

32 The men of Nineveh fhall rife up in the judg- 
ment with this generation, and {hall condemn it: for 
they repented at the preaching of Jonas ; and, behold, 
a greater than Jonas zs here, 

33 No man, when he hath lighted a candle, putteth 
it in a fecret place, neither under a bufhel, but ona 
candleftick, that they which come in may fee the light; 

34 Thelight of the body is the eye: therefore when 
thine eyc is fingle, thy whole body alfo is full of light; 
but when ¢dine eye is evil thy whole body alfo és full of 
darknefs. 

35 Take ‘heed therefore that the light which is in 
thee be not darknefs. 

36 If thy whole body therefore be full of light, hav- 
ing no part dark, the whole fhall be full of light, as 
when the bright fhining of a candle doth give thee light. 

27 G And as he fpake, a certain Pharifee befought 
him to dine with him: and he went in, and fat down 
to meat. 

38 And when the Pharifce faw it, he marveled that 
he had not firit wafhed before dinner. 

39 And the Lord faid unto him, Now do ye Pha- 
rifees make clean the outfide of the cup and the platter; 
but your inward part is full of raveningand wickednefs. 

40 Y¢ fools, did not he that made that which is with- 
out make that which is within alfo? 


23 Herbat is nut with me, &c.] When two great powers are at fuch 
xrreconcileable enmity, the advancement of the one mutt tend to the 
rain of the other. 


34 The light af the bedy is the exe, &c.] What the eye is tothe bady, § 


the very fame thing the moral judgment and underftanding (the direéting 
principle} is to the mind. 
52 Ve have taken away the key of knowledge, &¢.] You take that 
key, not to ufe it, but to fecret it. 
GeneRaAL ReEFLectrsons on Chap. XI. 
The defperate malice of the Jews againit the work of the holy Spi- 
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S LUKE. He reproveth the Pharife 





41 Butrather give alms of fuch things as ye have;_Auzo - 
and, behold, all things are clean unto you. ime 
aae 


42 But woe unto you, Pharifees! for ye tithe mint 
and ruc and all manner of herbs, and pafs over jude- 
ment and the love of God: thefe ought ye to have 
done, and not to leave the other undone. 

43 Woe unto you, Pharifees! for ye love the up- 
permoft feats in the fynagogues, and grectings in the 
markets. 

44 Woe unto you, fcribes and Pharifees, hypocrites! 
for ye are as graves which appear not, and the men 
thac walk over them are not aware of them. 

45 Then anfwered one of the lawyers, and faid unto 
him, Mafter, thus faying thou reproacheft us alfo. 

46 And he faid, Woéunto you allo ye lawyers! for 
ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye 
yourfelves touch ngt the burdens with one of your 
fingers. eae 

47 Woe unto yott! for ye build the fepulchres of 
the prophets, ancl your\fathers killed them. 

48 Truly ye bear witpels that ye allow the deeds of 
your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye 
build their fepulchres, 

49 Yherefore alfo faid’ the wifdom of God, I wilt 
fend them prophets and apoitles, and /ome of them they 


| fhall flay and perfecute : 


. 50 That the blood of all the prophets, which was 
thed from the foundation of the world, may be re- 


' quired of this generation ; 


51 From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Za- 


t charias, which perifhed between the altarand the tem- 


ple: verily I fay unto you, It fhall be required of this 


* gencration.” 


52 Woe unto you, lawyers! for ye have taken away 
the key of knowledge: ye enter not in yourfelves, and 
them that were entering in ye hindered. 

53 Andas he faid thele things unto them, the fcribes 
and the Pharifees began to urge Sim vehemently, and 


} to provoke him to fpeak of many things: 


34 Laying wait for him, and fecking to catch fome- 
thing out of-his mouth, that they might accufe him. 
CHAP. XII. 

1 Chrift teacheth to avoid hypocrify, 13 warneth the peo~ 
ple to beware ef covetou/nefs, 31 to feek the kingdon 
of God ; 33 to give alus ; 35 and to be ready when 
our Lord cometh. 

N the mean time, when they were gathered toge- 
ther an innumerable multitude of people, infomuch 
tnat they trode one upon another, he began to fay unto 


| his difciples firft of all, Beware ye of the leaven of the 
| Pharifees, which is hypocrify. 


2 For there is nothing covered, that fhall not bere« 
vealed; neither hid that fhall not be known. 

3 Therefore whatfoever ye have fpoken in darknefs 
fhall be heard in the light; and that which ye have 


| {Spoken in the ear in clofets fhall be proclaimed upon 
the houfetops. 


4 And Iifay unto you my friends, Be not afraid of 


! them that kill the body, and after that have no.more’ 


that they can do. 

§ But I will forewarn you whom ye fhall fear: Fear 
him, which after he hath killed hath power to caft into 
hell; yea, I fay unto you, Fear him, 

6 Are not five fparrows fold for two farthings, and 
not one of them is forgotten before God ? 

7 But even the very hairs cf your head are all num- 
bered. Fear nor therefore: ye are of more value than 
many fparrows. 

8 Alfo 





sit, thews that wicked men, by refilting the grace of God, may 
fail into the matt fhocking impicty. and be cxpofed to the moft 
dreadful punifhment ; and thofe hypocrites who have only an out- 
ward purity, and negleét that of the mind and confcience, are an abo~ 
mination tu the Lord, 


COMMENTARY axn NOTES ox CHAP. XI. 


2 There is nothing covered that fhall wit be revealed, Sc.) The mo 
fecret actions thal! ke broughe to Jight at the day of judgment. 


4 


és, feribes, and lawyers. 











Anno 


DOMINI 


33° 


Chrift exhorteth to give alins 3 and 





8 Alfo I fay unto you, Whoefoever fhall confefs me 
before men, him fhall the Son of man alfo confels be- 


fore the angels of God: 
J 


g. But he t that denicth me before men fhall be denied , 


befcre the angels of God. 

19 And whofoever fhall {peak a word againft the 
Son of man, it fhall be forgiven: but unto him thet 
blafphemeth againil the iioly Ghoft it fhall not be for- 
given, 

rr And when they bring you unto the fynagogues, 
and wifo magiitraces, and powers, take ye no thonght 
how what thing ye mail antwer, or what ye fhall fay: : 

12 For the Holy Ghott hall teach you in the fame 
hour an ye ought to fay. 

i3 9 ie one of the company faid unto him, Mat 
ter, foeak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance 
with n 
14. vind he faid unto him, Man, who made me a 
judge ar divider over you? 

15 And he faid uato them, Take heed, and beware 
of covetoufnels: fora man’s life confiftcth not in the 
abundance of the things which he podetleth, 

16 Aud hy fpakea “parable unto them, fying, The 
ground ofa certain rich man brought forth pien. ra 

te erad he theughe within himtelf, faying, Whar 
Shall ie do, becaute | have no roum v where ta beitow my 
fruits? 

18 And he faid, This will I do: Iwiil pull down 
my barns, and build greater; and there will L beflow 
all my truits and ni; ‘woods, 


1g And Twill {i ty to my foul, Soul, thon hat much 
ge: 1g laid ap fur many years; take thine cafe, eat, 


drink, and be Merey. 

29 But God fiid ‘unto him, Ue fool, this night thy 
foul fhall be resaired of thee: then whofe thall thofe 
things be, which thou hatt provisted? 7 

21 Sors he that laveth up treafure for himfelf, and 
is het rich toward Cisd. 

2 And te fariuato his difciples, Therefore I fay 
ant oyou, Take no thourhe for your life, what ye ‘thail 
oe Noes for the budy, what ye ‘hall put on. 

The life is more than meat, and the body is mere 
Hic riment. 

24 Contider the ravens: 
reap; which neither have tioresowfe nor barn ; 
God feedeth them: how much more are ye better than 
the fowls? 

es And which of yee with taking thought can add 








for they neither fow nor 


to his Be one cubir? 
26 Ifye then be not able to do that thing which is 
Yeafl, why rie ye thought for the refi? 


27 Confider the lilies how they grow : they toil not, 
they fpin not; and yet I fay unto you, that Solomon 
in all his glory was not arrayed like cne of thefe. 


e8 If then God { clothe the grafs, which is to day .{ 


in the field, and to morrow is caft into the oven ; how 
much more wl! be clethe you, O ye of little faith? 

29 And feck not ye what ye {all eat, or what ye 
fhall drink, neither be ye of dovbcful mi ind. 

30 For all thefe things do the nations of the world 
feek after: and your Father knoweth that ychave need 
of thefe things. : 

31 But vather feck ye the kingdom of God; and all 
thefe thisgs thall be added unto ees 

92 Vear not, little Hock ; ioe ¢ is your Father’s good 
pleaty Te hah give you the kingdom. . 

334i Sell ‘that ye have, and ¢ give sims; provide your- 
felves bags which was not old, : 2 trenfure in the heavens 
thae failech not, wheré no thicf arpreacheth, neither 
moth corrupteth. — 

Yor where your treafure is, there will your heart 







Yhe happinefs cf a 
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to work iogether for 
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and - 


‘ke margin feems to give us 





CHAP. Nil. foretelleth diwifions on account of the afbel. 
: . eh st 





4 Let your loins be girded about, and you lights 


36 And ye yourfelves like unto men that wait for 
their lord, when he will return from che w redding; that 
when he cometh and knocketh, they may open unto 
hin i tmiuedii ately. 

37 Blefled arc thofe fervants, whom the Iord when 
he co: eth fhall find warching: verily I fay unto you, 
that he ihall gird himfelf, and make them fir down to 
meat, and will come Forel and ferve them. 


Anne 
BDOMINE 


33+ 


38 And fhe fhall come in the fecond watch, or comein 


d we chird watch,and find shew fo,bleiied arethofe fervants. 

39 And this know, that if the goodman of the houfe 
had known what hour the thief would come, he would 
have watched, and not have fulfered his houfe to be 
broken through. 

4c Be ye therefore ready alfo : for the Son of man 
cometh at an heur when ye think: not. 

4! Q Then Peter faid unto him, Lord, fpeaket thon 
this parable unto us, or even to all? 

42. And the Lord fiid, Who then is that faithful and 
wile Neward, whom Dae lord thall make ruler over his 
howbol- to give fhew/berr portion of meatin duet fon? 

43 Beffet7s that fervant, whom his lord when bh 
cometh fhail find fo coing. 

4q Ofacuh I fay unto you, that he will make him 
ruicr over all that he hith.- 

5 Bat and if thae iervane fy in his heart, 
het “hi fe eth his c: ming ; 
fervants and maidens, 
eae : 
re lord of chat fervant will come ina day when 
he eecee not for 47m, and at.an hour when Re is net 
aware, and will cut him in funder, and will appoint 
him his portion with the unbclievers. 

47 And that fervant, which knew his lord’s will, 
and prepared not bimjfelf, neither did according to his 
wih, flali be beaten with many /ripes. 

48 But he that knew nor, and did commit things 
woithy of firipes, mall be beiten with fow fri pes. For 
unto whomfoever much is given, of him ‘hall be much 
required; and to whom men have committed much, 
of him they will aflk the more. 

49 {| lam come to fend fire on the carth; and what 


My lord 
and fhall begin to beat the men- 
and to eat and drink, and to be 


‘ 
495 


will i, if it be already kindled ? 


5° But l have a baptifm to be baptized with; and 
how am I ftraitened till it be accomplithed ! 

51 Suppofe ye that I am-come to pive peace on 
earthy Tell you, Nay; but rather divifion: 

For from henceforth there fhall be five in one 

heute divided, three again{l two,and two againfi three. 

53 The father thall be divided againft the fon, and 
the fon againft the fathers; the mother againit the 
daughter, “and the daughter againft the mother ; the 

mother in law againtt her daughter in law, and the 
daughter in law againf her mother in law. 

54 9 And he fata alfo to the people, When ye fee a 
cloud rife out ef the weft, ftraightway ye fay, Chere 
eames a fhower 3 an fo it is. 


~ 55 And when ve fe the fouth wind blow, ye fay, 


There will be heat; and it cometh to pats. 

56 Ye hypocrites, y¢ can difcern the face of the fky 
and of the earth ; but how is it chat ye do not difcern 
this time? 

57 | Yea, a 
what is right ? 

38 When thou goeft with cite adverfary to the ma- 
gitrate, as thou art in the w ay, give diligence that thow 
mayefl be delivered from him; “left he hale thee to the 
judge, and the judge deliver thee to the ofiicer, and 
the ofcer caft thee into prifon. 


ad why even of yourtulves judge ye not 


sof 











a better fenfe, Live not in careful fufpenfe. 





10 The Sen uf saa cometh, Sc.] By this expreflion are meant, death 
and judgment. 
49 Jeet cccse ta feud fire on the earth, &c.] This denotes thofe triha- 


ations, periccutiens, and fiery trials, * hich were to accompany the 


agiion and profeffion of the gofpe 
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 Calamities no fure fign of fin. S&S LUKE. Chrift lamenteth over Ferufalem. 


Anno 


XOMINI 
33 


59 I tell thee, thou fhalt not depart thence, till thou 

hatt paid the very laft mite. 
CHAP. XII. 

1 Chrift’s fermon of repentance. 6 The parable of the fruit- 
lefs fig tree. 10 Chrift healeth a crooked woman : 23 be 
exhorteth to enter the jirait gate: 31 and reproveth Herod. 

HERE were prefent at that feafon fome that 
told him of the Galileans, whofe blood Pilate 
had mingled with their facrifices. 

2 And Jefus anfwering faid unto them, Suppofe ye 
that thefe Galileans were finners above all the Galileans, 
becaufe they fuffered fuch things? 

3 Atell you, Nay : but, except ye repent, ye fhall all 
likewile perith. 

4 Or thofe eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell, and flew them, think ye that they were finners 
above all men that dweltin Jerufalem ? 

5 I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye fhall all 
likewife perifh. 

6 & He fpake alfo this parable; A certain man had 
a fig tree planted in his vineyard ; and he came and 
fought fruit thereon, and found none. 

7 Then faid he unto the dreffer of his vineyard, Be- 
hold, thefé three years I come feeking fruit on this fig 
tree, and find none: cut it down ; why cumbereth it 
the ground ? 

8 And heanfwering faid unto him, Lord, Iet it alone 
this year alfo, till I fhall dig about it, and dung 7: 

9 And ific bear fruit, we//: andif not, then after 
that thou fhalt cut it down. 

1o & And he was teaching in one of the fynagogues 
on the fabbath. 

11 And, behold, there was a woman which had a 
{pirit of infirmity eighteen years, and was bowed to-. 
gether, and could in no wife lift up ber/elf. 

12 And when Jefus faw her, he called Aer to dint, and 
faid unto her, Woman, thou art loofed from thine 
infirmity. 

13 And he laid Sis hands on her: and immediately 
fhe was made ftraight, and glorified God. 

14 And the ruler of the fynagogue anfwered with in- 
dignation, becaufe that Jefus had healed on the fabbath 
day, and faid unto the people, There are fix days in 
which men ought to work: in them therefore come and 
be healed, and not on the fabbath day. 

15 The Lord then anfwered him, and faid, Thou hy- 
pocrite, doth not each one of you on the fabbath loofe 
his ox or Ais afs from the ftall, and lead im away to 
watering ? 

16 And ought not this woman, being a daughter of 
Abraham, whom Satan hath bound, lo, thefe eighteen 
years, be loofed from this bond on the fabbath day? 

17 And when he had faid thefe things, all his ad- 
verfaries were afhamed : and all the people rejoiced for 
all the glorious things that were done by him. 

18 Q Then faid he, Unto what is the kingdom ‘of 
God like? and whereunto fhall I refemble ir? 

19 Itis like a grain of muftard feed, which a man 
took, and caft into his garden ; and it grew, and waxed 
a great tree; and the fowls of the air lodged in the 
branches of it. 

20 4] And again he faid, Whereunto fhall I liken 
the kingdom of God? 

21 It is like leaven, which a woman took and hid in 
three meafures of meal, till the whole was leavened. 

.22 And he went through the cities and villages, 
teaching, and journeying toward Jerufalem. 


Generant REFLECTIONS on Chap. XII. 

We are in this chapter particularly exhorted to labour after the fpiritual 
riches of Chrilt’s everlaftin: eect preferably to all worldly en- 
joyments; and to lead a life of faith and piety here, that the day 
of judgment may not overtake us unawares. May God give us 
grace fo todo! 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 
72 8,9 Behold, thefe three years I come, &c.] The years of the para- 
ble denote the whole time of the Jewith difpenfation. 
24 Strive to enter in at the firait gate, &C.] If ye defire to attain 
eternal happinefs, deny yourfelves the finful pleafures and vanities of 
the world, and conform your lives to the precepts of the gofpel ; for 


23 
that be faved? And he faid unto them, ‘i 

24 Strive to enter in at the firait gate: for many, I * 
ey unto you, will feek to enter in, and fhall not be 
able. 

25 When once the mafter of the houtfe is ri 
and hath fhut to the door, and ye begin to aden 
out, and to knock at the door, faying, Lord, Lord, open 
unto us ; and he fhall anfwer and fay unto you, I know 
you nor whence ye are: 

26 Then fhall ye begin to fay, We have eaten and 
drunk in thy prefence, and thou haft taught in our 
ftreets. 

27 But he fhall fay, I tell you, I know you not 
whence ye are; depart from me, all ye workers of 
iniquity. 

28 There fhall be weeping and gnafhing of ¢ 
when ye fhall fee noha ona late, and oe 
all the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and you your. 


Selves thrut out. 


29 And they fhall come from the eaft, and from the 
weit, and from the north, and Jrom the fouth, and {hal} 
fit down in the kingdom of God. 

3° And, behold, there are laft which fhall 
and there are firft which fhall be laft. 

"31 G The fame day there came certain of the Phari- 
fees, faying unto him, Get thee out, and depart hence: 
for Herod will kill thee. 

32 And he faid unto them, Go ye, and tell that fox 
Behold, I caft out devils, and I dé clive: to day padieo 
morrow, and the third day I fhall be perfected. 

33 Neverthelefs I muft walk to day, and to morrow 
and the day following: for it cannot be that a prophet 
perifh out of Jerufalem. 

34 O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, which killeft the pro- 
phets, and ftoneft them that are fent unto thee; how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, as 
a hen.doth gather her brood under Ser wings, and ye 
would not! 

35 Behold, your houfe is left unto you defolate: and 
verily I fay unto you, Ye fhall not fee me, until éhe time 
come when ye thall fay, Bleffed zs he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord. 

CHAP. XIv. 

t Chrift healeth the dropfy on the fabbath : 7 recommendeth 
humility ; 12 and hofpitality to the poor. 15 The pa-~ 
rable of the great fupper. 

ND it came to pals, as he went into the houfe of 
one of the chief Pharifees to eat bread on the fab- 
bath day, that they watched him. 

2 And, behold, rhere was a certain man before him 
which had the dropfy. 

3 And Jefus an{wering fpake unto the lawyers and 
B leetecsy faying, Is it lawful to heal on the fabbath 
day! 

i And they held their peace. 
and healed him, and let him go; 

5 And anfwered them, faying, Which of you fhalk 
have an afs or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not 
firaightway pull him ont on the fabbath day? 

ie And they could not anfwer him again to thefe 
things. 

7 j And he put forth a parable to thofe which were 
bidden, when he marked how they chofe out the chief 
rooms; faying unto them, 

8 When thou art bidden of any mantoa wedding, 

lit 


be firft, 


And he took in, 


LE A DS Er SA re ye RSS 
many, who pretend to be candidates for heaven, fall thort of it, by gras 
tifying their beloved lufts, 

32 Go ye, and tell that fox, &c.] Herod, by his fconfummate arti- 
fice, recommended himfelf to the efteem of the Jews, while Ke fecured 
the friendfhip of the Romans. 

Generat Rerrections on Chap. XIII. 

By the parable of the fig tree, we may learn, that God always warns 
before he punifhes ; and that he has no other views nor defigns with. 
regard ro men, but thofe of love; and that no evil befalls them, 
but what they bring upon themfelves by defpifing his goodnefs, and 
by flighting the offers of his grace. 

COMMENTARY 


4] Then faid one unto him, Lord, are there few Anno 
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The parable of the marriage fupper. 
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able man than thou be bidden of him; 

9 And he that bade thee and him come and fay to 
thee, Give tiis man place; and thou begin with fhame 
to take the Joweft room. 

10 But when thou art bidden, go and fir down in 
the loweft room ; that when he that bade thee cometh, 
he may fay unto thee, Friend, goup higher: then fhalt 
thou have worfhip in the prefence of them that fit at 
meat with thee. ? 

ar For whofoever exalteth himfelf fhall be abafed ; 
and he that humbleth himfelf fhall be exalted. 

12 G Then faid he alfo to him that bade him, When 
thou makeft a diancr ora fupper, call not thy friends, 
nor thy brethren, neither thy kinfmen, nor zhy rich 
neighbours; Ieft they alfo bid thee again, and a recom-~ 
pence be made thce. 

13 But when thou makeft a feaft, call the poor, the 
maimed, the lame, the blind: 

14 And thou fhalt be bleffed; for they cannot re- 
compenfe thee: for thou fhalt be recompenfed at the 
refurrection of the juft. 

15 G And when one of them that fat at meat with 
him heard thefe things, he faid unto him, Biefled is he 
that fhall eat bread in the kingdom of God. 

16 ‘then faid he unto him, A certain man made a 
great fupper, and. bade many: 

17 And fent his fervant at fupper time to fay to them 
that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 

18 And they all with one confent began to make 
excufe. The firft faid unto him, I have bought a piece 
of ground, and I muft needs go and fee it: I pray thee 
have me excufed. 

19 And another faid, I have bought five yoke of 

-oxen, and 1 go to prove them: I pray thee have me 
exculed. 

zo And another faid, I have married a wife, and 
therefore I cannot come. 

21 So that fervant came, and fhewed his lord thefe 
things. Then the mafter of the houfe being angry faid 
to his fervant, Go out quickly into the ftreets and lanes 
of the city, and bring in hither the poor, dnd the 
maimed, and the halt, and the blind. 

22 And the fervant faid, Lord, it is done as thou 
haft commanded, and yet there is room. 

. 23 And the lord faid unto the fervant, Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and compel tem to come in, 
that my houfe may be filled. 

24 ForI fay unto you, That none of thofe men 
which were bidden fhall tae of my fupper. 

25 § And there went great multitudes with him : 
and he turned, and faid unto them, 

26 If any maz come to me, and hate not his father, 
and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and 
fitters, yea, and his own life alfo, he cannot be my 
difciple. 

27 And whofoever doth not bear his crofs, and come 
after me, cannot be my difciple. 

28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, 
fitteth not down firft, and counteth the coft, whether he 
have /ufficient to finith it ? 

29 Left haply, after he hath laid the foundation, 
and is not able to finith 7, all that behold z¢ begin to 
mock him, ' 

30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not 
able to finifh. 





COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 

15 Bleffed is be that foall cat bread, &c.J _ Bleffed is he, who, being 
admitted into heaven, fhall enjoy the converfation-and friendhip of the 
inhabitants of that glorious place; for thofe fpiritual repats mutt re- 
gile and invigorate his mind beyond expreffion. 

26 If any man come to me, and hate net his father, &c.} _No man 
can be a worthy difcipie of minc, who does not, from a principle of 
Jove to me, prefer his duty before all temporal confiderations and ad- 
vantages, before all the ties of natural relation or affection, and be- 
fore the enjoyment even of life itfelf. : 

Genxnerat Rerruections on Chap. XIV. 
Chrift here warns us moft exprefsly, that in order to be his difciples, 
we mult firft renounce ourfelves, and every thing that may tend to 
hinder as from following him. 


CHAP. XV. 


Anno fit not down ia the higheft room ; left a more honour- 


_3t Or what king, going to make war againft another 
king, fitteth not down firlt, and confulteth whether he 
be able with ten thonfand to meet him that cometh 
againft him with twenty thoufand ? 


32 Or clfe, while the other is yet a great way off, - 


he fendeth an ambaflage, and defireth conditions of 
peace. 

33 So likewife, whofoever he be of you that forfaketh 
not all that he hath, he cannot be my difciple. 

34 F Salt ts good: but if the falt have loft his fa- 
vour, wherewith fhall it be feafoned ? 

_.35 Itis neither fit for the land, nor yet for the dung- 
hill; 4vé men caft it ont. He that hath ears to hear, 
let him hear. 

CHAP. XV. 
3 The parable of the loft foeep, 8 and pieces of filver 3 tx 
and of the prodigal fon. 
Toe drew near unto him all the publicans and 
finners to hear him. 

2 And the Pharifees and feribes murmured, faying, 
This man receiveth finners, and eateth with them. 

3 {| And he fpake this parable unto them, faying, 

4 What man of you, having an hundred fheep, if 
he Jofe one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine 
in the wildernefs, and go after that which is loft, until 
he find it? 

5 And when he hath found #, he layeth /# on his 
fhoulders, rejoicing. 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, faying unto them, Rejoice with 
me ; for I have found my fheep which was loft. 

7 Ufay unto you, that likewife joy fhall be in hea~ 
ven over one finner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and ninejuft perfons, which need no repentance, 

8 4] Either what woman having ten pieces of filver, 
if fhe lofe one piece, doth not light a candle, and {weep 
the houfe, and feek diligently tll fhe find zz? 

9 And when the hath found #¢, fhe calleth er friends 
and her neighbours together, faying, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found the piece which I had loft. 

to Likewife, I fay unto you, there is joy in the pre= 
fence of the angelsof God over onefinner that repenteth. 

iL § And he faid, A certain man had two fons: 

12 And the youngeft of them faid to Ais father, Fa~ 
ther, give me the portion of goods that falleth to me. 
And he divided unto them 4s living. 

13 Andnot many daysafterthe younger fon gathered 
all together, and tovk his journey into a far country, 
and there wafted his fub{tance with riotous living. 

14 And when he had fpent all, there arofe a mighty 
famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 

15 And he went and joined himf{elf to a citizen of 
thatcountry; and he fent him into his fieldsto feed fwine. 

16 And he would fain have filled his belly with the 
hufks that the {wine did eat: and no man gave unto 
him. 

17 And when he came to himfelf, he faid, How many 
hired fervants of my father’s have bread enough and to 
fpare, and I perifh with hunger ! 

48 I will arife and go to my father, and will fay 
unto him, Father, I have finned againft heaven, and 
before thee, 

19 And am no more worthy to be called thy fon: 
make me as one of thy hired fervants. 

zo And he arofe, and came to his father. But when 

he 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XV. . 


ui A certain man bad tro fors.] This parable is generally fup- 
pofed to be a reprefentation of the murmurings of the Jews for the 
calling of the Gentiles; but it may alfo be applied to individuals. 
In this inimitable compofition, the amazing mercy of God is painted 
with captivating beauty; and, in all the three parables, the joys ac« 
cafioned among heavenly beings, at the converfion of a fingle finner, 
are reprefented as joys even to God himfelf. Thus high do finful 
men itand in the eltimation of God; for which caufe they fhould not 
caft themfelves away in that trifling manner wherein multitudes deftroy 
themfelves: neither fhould any think the falyation of others a {mail 
matter, as fome feem to do. 


Guyrran 


The parable of the loft fleep, ex 
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The parable of the angrsfe fteward; 


he was yet a great way off, his father faw him, and had 

con:paflion, andran, and fellon his neck, and kiffed him. 

21 And the fou fiid unto him, Father, I have finne? 
againit heaven, and in thy fight, and am no more wor- 
thy to be called thy fon. 

ee But the father faid to his fervants, Bring forth 
the belt robe, and put don him; and puta ring on his 
hand, and floes on dis fect : 

23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill ## ; and 
Jet us eat, and be merry: 

24 For this my fon was dead, and is aliveagain; he 
was Joit, and is found. And they began to be merry. 

25 Now his elder fon was in the ficld: and as he 
came and drew nigh to the houfe, he heard mufick and 
dancing. 

26 And he ealled one of the fervants, and afked what 
thefe things meant. 

a3 And he faid unto him, Thy brother is come ; and 
thy father harh Killed the fatted calf, becaufe he hath 
received him fafe and found. 

23 And he was angry, and would not go in: there- 
fore came his father out, and intreated hin. 

29 And he anfwering faid to bis father, Lo, thefe 
many years do I ferve thee, neither tranfyreffed Jat any 
time thy commandment: and yet thou never gaveti 
mca kid, that l might make merry with my friends : 

20 But asfoon as this thy fon was come, which hath 
devoured thy living with harlots, thon haft killed for 
him the fatted calf. 

31 And he faid unto him, Son, thou art ever with 
me, and all that I have is thine. 

32 It was mect that we fhould make merry, and be 
glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again ; 
and was log, and is found. 

CHAP. XVI. 

1 The parable of the unjup fleward. 14 Chrift reproveth 
the hypocrify of the Pharifees. 19 The parable of the 
rich man and Lesarus the beggar. 

ND he faic alfo unto his difciples, There was a 
certain rich man, which had a fteward ; and the 
fame was accufed unto him that he had watied his goods. 

2 And he called him, and faid unto him, How is it 
that I hear this of thee? give an account of thy ftew- 
ardfhip,; for thou mayeft be no longer ficward. 

3 Then the iteward faid within himfely, What thall 

1 do? tor my lord taketh away from me the fieward- 

fhip: I cannot dig; to beg I am afhamed. 

4 Tam refolved what to do, that, when Iam put 
out of the fiewardfhip, they may reccive m¢ into their 
houfes. 2 

5 So he called every one of his lord’s debtors zxto 
dim,and faid unto the fir, How much oweft thou unto 
my lord? . 

6 And he faid, An hundred meafures of oil. And 
he faid unto him, ‘Take thy bill, and fit down quickly, 
and wiite fifty. 

7 Then faid he to another, And how much oweft 

thou? And he faid, An hundred meafurcs of wheat. 

And he faid unto him, ake thy bill, and write fourfcore. 
8 And the lord commended the unjuft fteward, be- 

caufe he had done wifely : for the children of this world 

are in their gcncration wifer than the children of light. 
9g And I fay unto you, Make to yourfelves friends 

of the mammon cf unrighteoufnefs; that, when ye fail, 

they may receive you into cverlafting habitations. 


Gexnernaut Reriecrions on Chap. XV. 

In this chapter we fec the deviations of fnners, and the criminal abufe 
they make of the favours of God; we fee likewife the goodnefs of 
God in chaftifing them, in order to bring them back to their duty ; 
the return of thof: that come to God by repentance ; the pardon 
which he grants them, and the joy that their converfion ought to 
excite in every pious and Chrittian heart. . 

COMMENTARY “xv NOTES on CHAP. ‘XVI. 

8 Tbe lord commended th unjr forcard, &e.} The wifdom of the 
Reward, in contriving 2 method to make himfelf friends, is here com- 
mendéd ; not the way by which he made them, if it was fraudulent. 

13 No ferucet cru forve two mafiers, &c.] To love the world as 
our chief good, to feek it as cur highcf intereft, and to ferve *t as 
aur chief commander, cannot itand with the love and fervice which we 
owe to God our Nicer. 
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to He that is faithfulin that which is Jeafl is faithful ane 
OMINI 


alfo in much: and he that is unjuft in the leaft is un- 
-juit alfo in much. 

11 if therefore ye have not been faighful in the un- 
righteous mammon, who will commit to your trufi the 
truc riches ? 

12 And if ye have not been faithful in that which 
is another man’s, who fhall give you that which is your 
own? 

13 No fervant can ferve two maflers: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the other; or clf{e he will 
hold to the one, and defpife rhe other. Ye cannot ferve 
God and mammon. : 

14 G And the Pharifecs alfo, who were covetous, 
heard all thefe things: and they derided him. 

15 And he faid untothem, Yeare they which juftify 
yourfelves before men ; but God knoweth your hearts: 
for thar which is highly efteemed among men is abo- 
mination ijn the fight of God. 

16 The law and the prophets were until John: fince 
that time she kingdom of God is preached, and every 
man preiicth into it. 

17 Anci it is eafier for heaven and carth to pafs, than 
one tittle of the Jaw to fail. 

18 Whofoever putre.h away lis wife, and marricth 
another, commiteeth adultery: and whofoever marricth 
her that is put away from 4er hufband commiticth 
adultery. 

19 § There was a certain rich man, which was 
clothed in purple and fine nen, and fared fumptuoniiy 
every day: 

20 And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, 
which was laid at his gate, tull of fores, 

21 And defiring to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came 
and licked his fares. 

22 And it came to pafs, that the beggar dicd, and 
was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bofom: the 
rich man all> died, and was buried ; 

23 And io hell he lifted uphis eyes, being in torments, 
and fect Abraham afar off, and Lazirus in his bofom. 


24 And he cricd and fid, Father Abraham, have . 


mercy on me, and fend Lazarus, that he may dip the 
tip ef his finger in water, and coul my tongue; for I 
am tormented in this flame. 

25 Luc Abraham faid, Son, remember that thou in 
thy lifetinie receivedit thy goed things, and likewifle 
Lazarus cvil things: but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented. 

26 And befide all this, between us and you there is 
a great gulf fixed: fo that they which would pafs from 
hence to you cannot; neither can they pafs to us, that 
would come from thence. ; 

27 Then he faid, 1 pray thee therefore, father, that 
thou wouldeft fend him to my father’s houfe: 

28 For Ihave five brethren; that he may teltify 
unto them, left they alfo come into this piace of torracnt, 

29 Abraham faith unto him, They have Mois and 
the prophets; let them hear them. 

go Aad he faid, Nay, father Abraham: but if onc 
went unto them from the dead, they will repent. 

34 And he faid unto him, If they hear not ivofcs 
and the prophets, neither will they be perfuaded, though 
one rofe from the clead. os 
CHAP. 


22 The beggar died, &c.] tis evident from hence, that the. foul 
does not flecp, after the death of the body, till the refurrection, as fome 
have afferted ; but that good and bad pafs immediately out cf this life 
into a ftate of happinefs or mifery. - 

29 They have Mofes and the prophets, &e.J The feriptures read, 
the “word preached, the facraments adminiitered, are the ordhiany 
Taeans appointed by the wifdom of Gad for man’s falvazion, and, by 
the grace of God accompanying tiem, are abundantly fufficient for thar, 
purpole. ; ; 

















Greeeraut Rerurerrons on Chap. XVI. 

From the cafe of Lazaras we may learn, that divine gr is fume- 
times bettowed moft eminently, where the gifts of Pro tee have 
been difpenfed more fparingty 5 fo thar no judgment can Le formed 
of the future cor noof meninthe nexe hide, frum thers prcMor 
flate in this worid, } 
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and of the rich man and Lazaru;. 
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The power of Sfarth. 


. 


AVIT. 


CHAP. 


2 Te avoid offence. § The power of faith. 11 Ten lepers 
healed: 20 of the kingdom of God and of Chrift. 

SiJEN faid he unto the difciples, It is impoflible 
‘| but thit offences will come: but woe wate hin, 
through whom they come! 

o It were better for him that a milfone were hanged 
about his neck, and he caftinto the fea, than that he 
fhould offend one of thefe little ones. 

J Take heed to yourfelves: If thy brother trefpafs 
againft thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 

4 And if he trefpafs apainit thee feven rimes ina day, 
and feven times in a day turn again to thee, faying, L 
repent; thou fhalt forgive him, 

5 § And the Apoiiles faid unto the Lord, Increafe 
our faith, : ; 

6 And the Lord faid, If ye had faith as a grain of 
muttard feed, ye might ‘fay unto this fycamine tree, 
Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted 
in the fea; and it (hould obey you. ; 

7 But which of you, having a fervant plowing or 
feeding cattle, will fay unto him by and by, when he 
is come from the field, Go and fir down to meat ? 

8 And will not rather fay unto him, Make ready 
wherewith £ may fup. and gird thyfelf, and ferve me, 
till | have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou fhalt 
eat and drink ? . 

Doth he thank that fervant becaufe he did the 
things that were commanded him ? I crow nor. 

10 So likewife ye, when ye fhall have done all thofe 
things which are commanded you, fay, We are un- 
profitable fervants: we have done that which was our 
duty to do. , 

114 And it came to pafs, as he went, to Jerufalem, 
that he paffed thronghthe midft of Samaria and Galilee. 

12 And as he entered into a certain village, thee 
met him ren men that were lepers, which ftood atar otf: 

13 And they lifted up ¢beir voices, and faid, Jefus, 

Tafter, have mercy on us. 

a . And when he faw them, he faid unto them, Go 
fhew yourfelves unto the priefts. And it cameto pats, 
that, as they went, they were cleanfed. 

15 And one of them, when he faw that he was healed, 
turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, — 

16 And fell down on dis face at his feet, giving him 
thanks: and he wasa Samaritan, | 

17 And Jefus anfwering faid, Were there not ten 
cleanfed? but where are the nine? ; 

_18 There are not found that returned to give glory 
to God, fave this itranger. : 

19 And he faid unto him, Arife, go thy way: thy 
faith hath made thee whole. : 

20 § And when he was demanded of the Pharifees, 
when the kingdom of God fhould come, he anfwered 
them and faid, The kingdom of God cometh not with 
obfervation : 

2. Neither fhall they fay, Lo here! or, To there! 
for, behold, the kingdom of God is-within you. : 

22 Ff And he faid unto the difciples, The days will 
come, when ye flall cefire to fee one of the days of the 
Son of man, and ye fhall not fee 7. 

22 And they thall fay to you, See here; or, fee 
there: go not after fem, nor follow them. 


eR 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XVII. 

5 Increafe our faith.| The moft eminent faints are very fenfible of 
the imperteCtion’ of their faith, and very importunate with God daily 
for the increafe of it: for ftrong faith difpofes the foul to the moft 
dificult duties of obedience, and particuiarly helps us to the practice 

at hard daty of forgiving injurics. 
of the eee of Cod bales not with obfervation.} The Mefhiah’s 
kingdom doves not confift in any pompous outward form of govern- 
snent, but in the renewing of men’s minds, the fubjection of their wills, 
and conforming their lives to the commands of God. 

32 Ja that day, &e.] Our Saviour had here in view the deftruc- 
tion of the city and temple of Jerafalem, which took place ahout forty 
years afterwards; and not the gencral judgment, from which there 
: feape. 
ae eae Pia nr Rerprectirons on Chap. XVIL. 

The warnings centained in this chapter particulariy concern thofe who 


No. 64. 
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CHAP. XVII. XVIIL 





24 For as the lightning, that lighteneth out of the 
one part under heaven, fhineth unto the other part under 
heaven; fo fhall allo the Son of man be in bis day. 

25 But firft muft he fuffer many things, and be re« 
jected of this generation. 

26 And ag it was in the days of Noe, fo fhall it be 
alfo in the days of the Son of man. 

27 They did eat, they drank, they married wives; 
they were given in marriage, until the day that Noe en- 
tered into the ark, and the flood came; and deftroyed 
them all. 

28 Likewife alfo as it was in the days of Lot; they 
did eat, they drank, they bought, they fold; they planted, 
they builded ; . oe 

29 But the fame day that Lot went out of Sodom it 
rained fire and brimftone from heaven, and deftruyed 
them all. : 

30 Even thué fhall it be in the day when the Son of 
man is revealed. : 

3t In that day, he which fhall be upon the houfe- 
top, and his ftuff in the houfe, let him not come down 
to take it away: and he that is in the field, let him 
likewife not return back. 

32 Remember Lot’s wife. 

33 Whofoever fhall feek to fave his life fhall Jofe 
it; and whofoever {hall lofe his life fhall preferve it. 

341 tell you, in chat night there fhall be two mez 
in one bed; the one fhail be taken, and the other fhall 
be left. / : 

35 Lwo women fhall be grinding together; the oné 
fhall be taken, and the other left. 

36 Two men fhall be in the field; the one fhall be 
taken, and the other lefe. , s 

37 And they anfwered and faid unto him, Where, 
Lord? And he faid unto them, Wherefoever the body 
zs, thither will the eagics be gathered together. 


CHAP. XVIII. 
1 The importunate widow. 9 The Pharifee and publican. 
15 Children brought toChrifi. 28 All meft be left for 
Chrifi’s fake. 25 Chrift reftoreth a bitnd man to bis fig hte 


AX D he fpake a parable unto them Zo this end, that 
men ought always ¢o pray, and not to taint; 

2 Saying, Uhere wasina city a judge, which feared 
not God, neither regarded man: ; 

3 And there was a widow in that city; and fhe came 
unto him, faying, Avenge me of mine adverfary. 

4. And he would not for a while: but afterward he 
faid within himfelf, Though I tear not God, nor regard. 
man3 ; 

5 Yet becaufe this widow troubleth me, I willavenge 
her, left by her continual coming fhe weary me. 

’ 6And the Lord faid, Hear what theunjuft judgefaith. 

7 And fhall not God avenge his own clect, which 
cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with 
them ? ; 

8 I tell you that he will avenge them fpéedily. Ne- 
verthelefs when the Son of man cometh, hall he find 
taith on the earth? 

9 ¢ And he fpake this parable unto certain which 
trufted in themielves that they were righteous, an 
defpifed others: 

10 Two men went up into the temple to pray; the 
one a Pharifee, and the other a publican. 

: 11 The 


ir 
flight the precious advantages they enjoy, and the feafon of the tors 
bearance and mercy of God; fuch perfons are in imminent danger of 
being ‘furprifed in their blindnefs and fecurity, and of perifhing for 
ever in their impenitency. 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. XVIII. 


1 He Spake a parable—that men ought ulways te pray, &c.]_ This 
means, that the heart fhould be always kepr in a praying frame 5 
efteeming prayer not only as an ineltimable privilege, but an indif- 
penfable duty ; inafmuch as we are indigent, helplefs, and dependent 
creatures, full of wants, and obnoxious to dangers. God uehghts in 
imporcunate prayer. ; 

8 When the Son of man cometh, Sc.| When he cometh to take 
vengeance on the objtinate Jews, and dettroy their city, and when he 
cometh to judge the world, he will find but few perfons in whom the 
genuiue fruits and effees of faith are found, 

9 F 


9 23 And 


_ The parable of the unjuft judge. 


Anno 


33+ 


DoMINE 


Anno 


_ The parable of the Phavifce and publican. S. L UKE. 


xt The Pharifee food and prayed thus with himfelf, 


DOMINE God, I thank thee, that 1 am not as other men are, ex- 


non 


33° 


tortioners, uojuf, adulterers, or even as this publican. 
re I fait twice in the week, I give tithes of all that 
I poffe&. 

13 And the publican, ftandiag afar off, would not 
lift up fo much as Jis-cyes unto heaven, but {mote upon 
his breaft, faying, God be merciful to me a finner. 

14 I tell you, this man went down to his houfe juf- 
tified rasber than the other: for every one that exalteth 
himfelf {hall be abafed ; and he that humbleth himfelf 
fhall be exalted. 

rs And they brought unto him alfo infants, that 
he would touch them: but when is difciples faw 72, 
they rebuked them. 

16 But Jefus called them unto hint, and faid, Suffer 
little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: 
for of fuch is the kingdom of God. 

17 Verily I fay unto you, Whofoever fhall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child fhall in no wile 
enter therein. : 

18 4. And a certain ruler afked him, faying, Good 
Matter, what fhall I do to inherit eternal life? 

19 -And Jefus faid unto him, Why calieft thon me 
good? none és good, fave one, that 1s God. 

20 Thou knoweft the commandments, Do not com- 
mit adultery, Do not kill, Do not fteal, Do not bear 


falfe witnefs, Honour thy father and thy mother. 


zt And he faid, All thefe have I kept from my 
youth up. 

22 Now when Jefus heard thefe things, he faid unto 
him, Yet lackeft thou one thing: fell all that thou haft, 
and diltribute unto the poor, and thou fhalc have trea- 
fure in heaven: and come, follow me. 

23 And when he heard this, he was very forrowful, 
for he was very rich. 

24.4 And when Jefus faw that he was very forrow- 
ful, he faid, How hardly fhall they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God! 

25 For itis eafier for a camel to go through aneedle’s 
eye, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
God. 

26 And they that heard  faid, Who then can be 
faved? 

27 And he faid, the things which are impoffible with 
men are poffible with God. 

28 FY Then Peter faid, Lo, we have left all, and fol- 
lowed thee. 

29 And he faid unto them, Verily I fay unto you, 
There is no man that hath left houfe, or parents, or 
brethren, or wife, or children, for the kingdom of 
God’s fake, 

go Who fhall not receive manifold more in this pre- 
fent time, and in the world to come life everlafting. 

3t | Then he took unto him the twelve, and faid 
unto them, Behold, we go up to Jerufalem, and all 
things that are written by the prophets concerning the 
Son of man fhall be accomplifhed. . 

32 For he fhall be delivered unto the Gentiles, and 
thall be mocked, and fpitefully entreated and fpitted on: 

33 And they fhall fcourge dim, and put him to 
death: and the third day he fhall rife again. 

34 And they underftood none of thefe things: and 
this faying was hid from them, neither knew they the 
things which were fpoken. 

35 FY And it came to pafs, that as he was come nigh 
unto Jericho, a certain blind man fat by the way fide 
begging: 
a 


23 When he heard this, be was very forrowful, &c.|] Thofe who are 
wedded to carnal objects, will renounce Chrift rather than the world, 
whcn they ftand in competition ; not confidering that the confolations 
of rcligion are more than a compenfation for all that we can part with 
for the fake of Chrift. ~ 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. XVII. 


. We have here fet before us the important duty of perfeverance in 


prayer, with its happy effedts ; that perfons may have a great appear- 

ance of piety, and yet, becaufe filled with pride, covetoufnefs, &c. 

be rejected of God; and that the greateft obftacle to the falvation 
Z : 


Chrift wifiteth Zaccheus the publican, 


36 And hearing the multitude pafs by, he afked what Anno * 


it meant. 

37 And they told him, That Jefus of Nazareth paf- 
eth by. 

38 And he cried, faying, Jefus, tho fon of David, 
have mercy on me. 

: 39 And they which went before rebuked him, that 
he fhould hold his peace: but he cried fo much the 
more, Zhou fon of David, have mercy on me. 

4o And Jefus ftood, and commanded him to be 
brought unto him: and when he was come near, he 
afked him, 

’ qt Saying, What wilt thou that I fhall.do unto thee? 

And he faid, Lord, that I may reccive my fight. 

42 And Jefus faid unto him, Reccive thy fight; 
thy faith hath faved thee. . 

- 43 And immediately he received his fight, and fol- 

Jowed him, glorifying God: and all the people when 

they faw if, gave praife unto God. . 

CHAP. XIX. 

t Of Zaccheus a publican. 11 The ten pieces of money. 28 
Chrift rideth in triumph into Ferufalem: 41 he weepeth 
over the city: 45 driveth the buyers and fellers cut of 
the temple. 

ND Fefus entered and paffed through Jericho. 

A 2 And, behold, there was aman named Zac~ 

cheus, which was the chief among the publicans, and 

he was rich. 

3 And he fought to fee Jefus who he was; and could 
not for the prefs, becanfe he was little of ftature. 

4 And he ran before, and climbed up into a fyca- 
more tree to fee him: for he was to pafs that way. 

5 And when Jefus came to the place, he looked up, 
and faw him, and faid unto him, Zacclicus make hafte, 
and came down ; for to day I mutt abide at thy honfe. 

6 And he made hafte, and came down, and received 
him joyfully. 

7 And when they faw 7¢, they all murmured, faying, 
That he was gone to bea gueft witha man thatisa finner. 

8 And Zaccheus ftood, and faid unto the Lord 3 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor; 
and if I have taken any thing from any man by falfe 
accufation, I reftore Jim fourfold. 

9 And Jefus faid uato him, This day is falvation 
come to this houfe, for fo much as he alfo is the fon 
of Abraham. 

1o For the Son of man is come to feek and to fave 
that which was loft, 

11 4] And as they hearcl thefe things, he added and 
{pake a parable, becaufe he was nigh to Jerufalem, and 
becaufe they thought that the kingdom of God fhould 
immediately appear. : 

_ 12 He faid therefore, A certain nobleman went into 
a far country to receive for himfelf a kingdom, and to 
return. , 

13 And he called his ten fervants, and delivered them 
ten pounds, and faid unto them, Occupy till I come. 

14 But his citizens hated him, and fent a meflage 
after him, faying, We will not have this waz to reign 
over us. 

15 And it came to pafs, that when he was returned, 
having received the kingdom, then hecommanded thefe 
fervants to be called unto him, to whom he had given 
the money, that he might know how much every man 
had gained by trading. : 

16 Then came the firft, faying, Lord, thy pound 
hath gained ten pounds. 

17 And 
a ee ee 


_ Of the rich is, that they fet their hearts upon riches, which alienate 
their hearts from God. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES ow CHAP. XIX. 

4. And he ran before and climbed up, &c.] Though fancy and curios 
fity might prompt Zaccheus to defirea fight of our Lord, he did not 
ga unrewarded : which proves to us, that ic is good to be near the 
place where Chrift is, namely, in Chriftian affembhes, let the principles 
that bring us thither be what they may. 

9 Fer fo much as be alfe is a fox of dbrakam.| Either a natural fon 
‘of Abraham, a Jew; or a fpiritual fon, a believer, the heir of Abra- 
ham’s faith which was alfo imputed to him for rightcoufnefs, 

14 He 


DOMINE 


33- 








Anno 
por 
33 


17 And he faid unto him, Well, thou good fervant: 


Thecaufe thou haft been faithful in a very little, have 
- thou authority over ten cities. 


18 And the fecond came, faying, Lord, thy pound 
hath gained five pounds. 

19 And-he faid likewiie to him, Be thou alfo over 
five citi¢s. ; 

2o And another came, faying, Lord, behold, here is 
thy pound, which J have kept laid up in a napkin: 

21 For I feared thee, becaufe thou art an auftere 
man: thou takeft up that thou layedit not down, and 


‘reapeft that thou didit not fow. 


22 And he faith unto him, Ont of thine own mouth 
will I judge thee, tho wicked fervant. Thou kneweft 
thac I was an aufterc man, taking up that I laid not 
down, and reaping that I did not fow. 

23 Wherefore then gaveft not thou my money into 
the bank, that at my coming I might have required 
mine own with ufury? : 

24 And he faid unto them that ftood by, Take from 
him the pound, and give /é to him thathath ten pounds. 

25 (And they faid unto him, Lord, he hath ten 
pounds.) 

26 ¥or I fay unto you, That unto every one which 
hath fhall be given ; and from him that hath not even 
that he hath fhall be taken away from him. 

27 But thofe mine enemies, which would not thacT 
fhould reign over them, bring hither, and flay them 
before me. 

28 4 And when he had thus fpoken, he went be- 
fore, afcending up to Jerufalem. / 

a9 And it came to pafs, when he was come nigh to 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount called the mount 
of Olives, he fent two of his difcples, 

30 Saying, Go ye into the village over againft you ; 
in the which at vour entering ye fhall find a colt tied, 


‘whereon yet never man fat: loofe him, and bring him 


bitber. ; 

gt. And if any man afk you, Why do ye loofe him ? 
thus fhall ye fay unto him, Becaufe the Lord hath need 
ef him. 

32 And they that were fent went their way, and 
found even as he had faid unto them. . 

33 And as they were loofing the colt, the owners 
thereof faid unto them, Why loofe ye the colt? © 

34 And they faid, The Lord hath need of him. 

35 And they brought him to Jefus: and they caft 
their garments upon thecolt, and they fet fefus thereon. 

36 Aad as they went they fpread their clothes in the 
way. 

a And when he was come nigh, even now at the 


defcent of the mount of Olives, the whole: multitude © 


of the difciples began to rejoice and praife God witha 
loud voice for all the mighty works that they had feen ; 

38 Saying, Bleffed de the King that cometh in the 
name of the Lord: peace in heaven, and glory in the 
higheft. - 
; "39 And fome of the Pharifees from among the mul- 
titude faid unto him, Mafter, rebuke thy difciples. 

© And he anfwered and faid unto them, I tell you 

that if thefe fhould hold their peace, the ftones would 
immediately cry out. 

4= 4 And when he was come near, he beheld the 
city, and wept over it, 
- 42 Saying, If thou hadft known, even thou, at leaft 


in this thy day, the things which delong unto thy peace!’ 


but now they are hid from thine eyes. 

43 For the days fhall come upon thee, that thine 
enemies fhall caft a trench about thee, and compafs thee 
round, and keep thee in on every fide, 

at He bebcld the city and wept over it.] At the confideration of 
theic obftinacy, and their wilfully rejecting the offers of grace and 
falvation; and alfo for the dreadful judgments that hung over their 
heads. = 

Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. XIX. - 
‘The ufe we are to make of the parable of the nobleman, is, that God 
grants us his light and-grace, to theend we may improve them to 
his glory, to our own falvation, and that of others; both by pre- 





mee 


Chrift rideth in triumph into Ferufalem. CH AP. XV.” The parable of the wicked hufoandmen. 


44 And fhall lay thee even with the ground, and: Anno ; 
thy children within thee; and they fhall not leave ine 
1 356 


thee one ftone upon another: becaufe thou kneweft not 

the time of thy vifitation. fees 

45 J And he went into the temple and began to caft 
out them that fold therein, and them that bought ; 

46 Saying unto them, It is written, My houie is the 
houfe of prayer: but ye have made it aden of thieves. 

47 J And he taught daily in the temple. But the 
chief priefts and the {cribes and the chief of the people 
fought to deftroy him, 

48 And could not find what they might do: for all 
the people were very attentive to hear him. ; 
CHAP. XxX. 

1 Chrift avoucheth his authority. 9 The parable of the 
vineyard. 19 Of giving tribute to Cefar. 27 The Sad- 
ducees convinced. 

ND it came to pafs, ¢baé on one of thofe days, as 

he taught the people in the temple, and preached 

the gofpel, the chief pricfts and the {cribes came upon 
him with the elders, en 

2 And fpake unto him, faying, Tell arg, ‘by what 
authority doeft thou thefe things? or who is-he that 
gave thee this authority ? Bone Ue di 

3 And he anfwered and faid unto him, I will alfo 
afk you one thing; and anfwer mé: : 

4 The baptifm of John, was it from heaven, or of 
men ? 

5 And they reafoned with themfelves, faying, If we 
fhall fay, From heaven ; he will fay, Why then belicved 
ye him not? 

6 But and if we fay, Of men; all the people will 
{tone us: for they be perfuaded that John wasa prophet. 

7 And they anfwered, That they could not tell 
whence z# was. : ° 

8. And Jefus faid unto them, Neither tell I you by 
what authority I do thefe things. 

9 { Then began he to fpeak to the people this pa- 
rable; A certain man planted a vineyard, and let it 
farth to hufbandmen, and went into a far country for 
along time. — : 

1o Andat the feafon he fent a fervant to the huf- 
bandmen, that they fhould give him of the fruit of the 
vineyard: but the hufbandmen beat him and fent bin 
away empty. 

11 And again he fent another fervant: and they 
beat him alfo, and entreated Aim fhamefully, and fent 
him away empty. 

12 And again he fent a third: and they wounded 

him alfo; and caft 47m out. ° 

_ 13 Then faid the lord of the vineyard, What fhall 

I do? I will fend my beloved fon: it may be they 

will reverence Sim when they fee him. 

14 But when the hufbandmen faw him, they reafoned 
among themfelves, faying, This is the heir: come, 
lét us kill him, that the inheritance may be our's. 

15 So they caft him out of the vineyard, and killed 
him. What therefore fhall the Lord of the vineyard 
do unto them? 

16 He fhall come and deftroy thefe hufbandmen, 
and fhall give the vineyard to others. And when they 
heard it, they faid, God forbid. . 

17 And he beheld them, and faid, What is this 
then that is written, The ftone which the builders re- 
jected, the fame is become the head of the corner: - 

18 Whofoever fhall fall upon that ftone fhall’ be 
broken; but on whomfoever at fhall fall, it will grind’ 
him to powder. . ; 

19 ¢ And the chief priefis and the fcribes the a 

i our 


+ et 


cept and example. The diiving out the buyérs and fellers may 
ferve as a caution to us not te behave irreverently in places of wor-" 
hip, and to avoid hypocrifys, * = ; 
COMMENTARY andgNOTES ow CHAP. XX. , 
17 The fie which the builders “teéted, &c.]° That is, Chrift, the” 
Mefiiah, rejeéted by the Jews, fhall receive and unite the Gentiles into, 
his church, as a principal corner ftone fupports aad ‘holds together thé 
two fides of a building. 
re 26 Thy 


Anno 
DOMINI 





iafuteth the Sadducees. 


hour fought to lay hands on him ; and they feared the 
people: for they perceived that he had fpoken this 


‘parable againft them. . . 


26 Atid they watched dim, and fent forth fpies which 
fhould feig’n themfelves juft men, that they might take 
hold of his words, that fo they might deliver him unto 


the power and authority of the governor. 


2i. And they afked him, faying, Mafter, we know 


‘that thou fayeit and’ teacheft rightly, neither accepteft 


thou the perfon of any, but teacheft the way of God 
truly; 

pe Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Cefar or no? 

23 But he perceived their craftinefs, and faid unto 
them, Why tempt ye me? 2 

24 Shew me a penny. Whole image and fuper- 
{cription hath it? ‘Fhey anfwered and faid, Cefar’s. 

es And he faid unto them, Render therefore unto 
Cefar the things which be Cefar’s, and unto God the 
things which be God’s. 

26 And they could not take hold of his words be- 
foreithe people: and they marvelted at his anfwer, and 
held their peace. 

27 4 Then came to dim certain of the Sadducees, 
which deny that there’ is any refurrection; and they 
afked him, 

28 Saying, Mafter, Mofes wrote unto us, If any 
man’s brother die, having a wife, and he die without 
children, that his brother fhould take his wife, and 
raife up feed unto his brother. 

2g There were therefore feven brethren: and the 
firft took a wife, and died without children. 

go And the fecond took her to wife, and he died 
childlefs. 

3r And the third took her; and in like manner the 
feven alfo: and they left no children, and died. 

32 Laft of all the woman died alfo. 

33 Therefore in the refurrection whofe wife of them 
is the? for feven had her to wife. 

34 And Jefus aniwering faid unto them, The chil- 
dren of this world marry, and are given ‘in marriage: 

35 But they which fhall be accounted worthy to ob- 
tain that world and the refurretion from the dead, nei- 
ther marry, nor are given in marriage: 

36 Neither can they die any more: for they are equal 
unto the angels; and are the children of God, being 
the children of the refurrection. 

37 Now that the dead are raifed, even Mofes fhewed 
at the bufh, when he calleth the Lord the God of 
Abraham, and the God of Ifaac, and the God of Jacob. 

38 For he is not a God of the dead, but of the liv- 
ing: for all live unto him. 

39 Then certain of the fcribes anfwering faid, Maf- 
ter, thou haft well faid. 

40 And after that they durft not afk him any gue/~ 
tion at all. 

4t YJ And he faid unto them, How fay they that 
Chrift is David’s fon? 

42 And David himfelf faith in the book of Pfalms, 
‘The Loro faid unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right 
hand, 

43 Till I make thine enemies thy footftool. 

44 David therefore calleth him Lord, how is he then 
his fon? 

5 Then in the audience of all the people he faid 
unto his difciples, 

46 Beware of the fcribes, which defire to walk in 
long robes, and love greetings in the markers, and the 





36 They are equal unto the angels, &c.| The glorified faints, in 
the morning of the refurreétion, fhall be like unto the glorious angels, 
in their properties and qualities, namely, in holinefs and purity, in 
immortality and incorruptibility, and fhall live the fame heavenly and 
immortal lives. 

44. David therefore, &c.] The Meffiah, as man was David’s fon; 
but as God-man, he was Lord of his own Father, and the omnipotent 
former of the univerfe. 

: Generat Rerrectrons on Chap. XX. : 
Our Lord’s difcourfe to the Sadducees gught fully to convince us, 

that the dead will be raifed, and fhould engage us, by divine grace, 


‘S. LUKE. He foretelleth the deftruction of the temple. 


higheft feats in the fynagogues, and the chief rooms at 
fealls; 

47 ’Which devour widows’ houfes, and for a fhew 
make long prayers: the fame fhall receive greater dam- 


nation, : 
. CHAP. XXI 
1 Chrift commendeth the poor widew: 5 feretelleth the de~ 

Struction of the temple ; 7 fegns wbich fhall precede the 

laft day: he exkortcth to be watchful. 

A ND he looked up, and faw the rich men cafting 
their gifts into the treafury. 

2 And he faw alfo a certain poor widow cafting in 
thither two mites. 

3 And he faid, Of a truth J fay unto you, that this 
poor widow hath caft in more than they all: 

4 For all thefe have of thetr abundance cafi in 
unio the offerings of God: but fhe of her penury hath 
caft in all the living that fhe had. 

5 GY And as fome fpake of the temple, how it was 
adorned with goodly {tones and gifts, he faid, 

6 As for thefe things which ye behold, the days 
will come, in the which there fhall not be left one ftone 
upon another, that fhall not be thrown down. 

7. 4, And they afked him, faying, Mafter, but when 
fhall thefe things be? and what fign will there Ze wher 
thefe things fhall come to pafs? 

8 And he faid, Take heed that ye be not deceived: 
for many fhall come in my aame, faying, Lam Clrif; 
and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after 
them, 

9 But when ye fhall hear of wars and commations, 
be not terrified: for thefe things muft firlt come to 
pafs; but the end zs not by and by. 

to Then faid he unto them, Nation fhall rife againit 
nation, and kingdom againft kingdom: 

tr And great carthquakes fhall be in divers places, 
and famines, and peitilences ; and fearful fights and 
great figns fhall there be from heaven. 

12 But before all thefe, they fhall lay their hands on 
you, and perfecute you, delivering you up to the fyna- 
gogues-and into prifons, being biought before kings 
and rulers for my name’s fake, 

i’ And it fhall turn to you for a teflimony. 

14 Settle ## therefure in your hearts, not to meditate 
before what ye fhall anfwer. 

15 For I will give you a mouth and wifdom, which 
all your adverfaries fhall not be able to gainfay nor 
refiit. 

16 And ye fhall be betrayed both by parents, and 
brethren, and kinsfolks, and friends; and /ome of you 
fha]i they caufe to be put to death. / 

17 And ye fhall be hated of all mex for my name’s 
fake. 

18 But there fhall not an hair of your head perith. 

19 In your patience poffefs ye your fouls. 

20 And when ye fhall fee Jerufalem compafled with 
armies, then know that the defolation thereof is nigh. 

21 Then let them which are in Judea flee to the 
mountains ; and Jet them which are in the mid{t of ic 
depart out ; and let not them that are in the countries 
enter thereinto. 

22 For thefe be the days of vengeance, that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. 

23 But woe unto them that are with child, and to, 
them that give fuck, in thofe days! for there fhall be 
great diftrefs in the land, and wrath upon this people. 

24 And they fhall fall by the edge of the words Ane 

all 





to wall: and live, Ly faith, in holinefs and purity, to the end we 

may become worthy to partake of eternal life, and of the refurrcc-' 

tion of the righteous. 
COMMENTARY axv NOTES ox CHAP. XXL 

9 When ye feall hear of war and commotions, &c.] War, peftilence, 
and famine, are judgments and calamities infli€icd by God upor a 
Sinful people for their contempt of Chrift and gofpel grace. 

18 There fhall not an bair of your bead perije.) If you purfue fed- 
faftly in your faith and obedience to the end, Gad wiil often reward 
you with wonderful and unexpected deliverances here, and certainly 
with life cternal hereafter. 
; 24 Jeryaker 
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33- 


A confpiracy againft Chrift. 


Anno fhall be led away captive into all nations: and Jeru- 
DOMINI falem fhall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
33° times of the Gentiles be fulfillcd. 

25 And there fhall be figns in the fun, and in the 
moon, and in the ftars; and upon the earth diftrefs of 
nations, with perplexity; the feaand the waves roaring ; 

26 Men’s hearts failing them for-fear, and for look- 
ing after thofe things which are coming on the earth: 
for the powers of heaven fhall be fhaken. 

27 And then fhall they fee the Son of man coming 
in a cloud with power and great glory. 

28 And when thefe things begin to come to pafs, 
then look up, and life up your heads; for your‘re- 
demption draweth nigh. 

29 And he fpake to them a parable; Behold the fig 
tree, and all the trees; 

30 When they now fhoot forth, ye fee and know of 
your own felves that fummer is now nigh at hand. 

3t So likewife ye, when ye fee thefe things come to 
pais, know ye that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 

32 Verily I fay unto you, This generation fhall not 
pats away, till all be fulfilled. - 

33 Heaven and earth fhall pafs away : but my words - 
fhall not pafs away. 

34 ¥ And take heed to yourfelves, left at any time 
your hearts be overcharged with furfeiting, and drunk- 
ennefs, and cares of this life, and /o that day come. 
upon ‘you unawares. 

35 For as a fnare fhall it come on all them that 
dweil on the face of the whole earth. 

36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may 


be accounted worthy to efcape all chefe things thar fhail |} 
| authority upon them are called benefactors. | 


come to'pafs, and to ftand before the Son of man. 
7 And in the day time he was teaching in the tem- | 
ple; and at night he went our, and abode in the mount 
that is called the mount of Olives. % 
38 And all the people came early in the morning to 
him in the tempie, for to hear him. 
CHAP. XXII ik 
1 The Fews confpire againft Chrift: 3 Satan prepateth 
Judas to betray him. 7 The apifiles prepare the-# 
over: 19 Ghrift inftituteth bis laft fupper. me, 
OW the feaft of ‘unleavened bread drew nigh, 
N which is called the Paffover. 





2 And the chief priefts and {cribes fought how they | 


might kill him; for they feared the people. 


3 {| Then enteredSatan into Judas furnamed I{cariot, 


being of the number of the twelve. 

4. And he went his way, and communed with the 
chief pricfts and captains, how he might betray him 
unto them. 

5 And they were glad, and covenanted to give him 
money. 

6 And he promifed, and fought opportunity to be-" 
tray him unto them in the abfence of the multitude. 

7 § Then came the day of unleavened bread, when 
the -paffover muft be killed. 

8 And he fent Peter and John, faying, Go and pre- 
pare us the paffover, that we may eat. 

9 And they faid unto him, Where wilt thou that we 
prepare? . 

10 And he faid unto them, Behold, when ye are 
entered into the city, there fhall a man meet you, bear- 
ing a pitcher of water ; follow him into the houfe where 


he entereth in. 
11 And ye thall fay unto the goodman of the houfe, 





24 Ferufalem foall be trodden down of the Gentiles, Sc.] ‘The Ro- 
mans deftroyed both the city and temple; ercéted 2 new city called 
Elis, after the foundations of the old were plowed up; built a heathen 
temple where the houfe of God had ftood 5 and a Turkifh mofque now 
pollutes the place. A ae 

28 Look up, and lift up your heads, &c.] This is the attitude of a 
man who fees his deliverer approaching, after having long waited for 
him. : 
Generat RerrecTrons on Chap, XXI. 

The events here recorded fhould confirm our belief of the truth of 
the gofpel, and of the certainty of what is there faid concerning 
the fecond coming of Jefus Chrift, the laft judgment, and the end 
of the world, . 

No. 64. 


CHAP. XXII. 







Pall: f 











He infittuteth his laft fupper. 


The Mafter faith unto thee, Where is the gueftchamber, _Asno 
where I fhall eat the paffover with my difciples? ee 


12 And he fhall fhew you a large upper room fur- 
nifhed: there make sade. ote 

13 And they went, and found as he had faid unto 
them: and they made ready the paffover. , 

14 And when the hour was come, he fat down, and 
the twelve apoftles with him. 

15 And he faid unto them, With defire I have de- 
fired to eat this paffover with you before I fuffer : 

16 For I fay unto you, I will not any more eat 
thereof, until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God, 

17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and faid, 
Take this, and divide it among yourfelves: 

18 For I fay unto you, I will not drink of the frui¢ 
of the vine, until the kingdom of God {hall come. | 

19 J And he took bread, and gave thanks, and 
brake zt, and gave unto them, faying, This is my body 
which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 

20 Likewife alfo the cup after fupper, faying, This 
cup zs the new teftament in my blood, which is thed 
for you. . - 

1 But, behold, the hand of him that’ betrayeth 


‘me 7s with me on the table. 


22 And truly the Son of man goeth, as it was deter- 
mined : but woe unto that man by whom he is betrayed! 

23 And they began to enquire among themfelves, 
which of them it was that fhould do this thing. © 

24 4 And there was alfo a ftrife among them, which. 
of them fhould be accounted the greateft. © =: 


4°25 And he faid unto them, The kings of the Gen- 


tiles exercife lordfhip over them ; and they that exercife 


26 But ye fhall not be fo: but he that is greateft 


| among you, let him be as the younger ; and he that is 


chief, as he that doth ferve. | . : 

27 For whether zs greater, he that fitteth at meat, 
or he that ferveth ? zs not he that fitteth at meat? but 
Iam among yon as he that .ferveth. a 

28 Ye are they which:have continued with me ia 
my temptations : 

29 And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as my Fa- 
ther hath appointed unto me; 
"30 That ye may eat and drink at my table in my 
kingdom, and fit on thrones judging the twelve tribes 
of Vfrael. : 

31 9] And the Lord faid, Simon, Simon, behold Satan 
hath defired to ave you, that he may fift you as wheat: 

32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail nots 
and when thou art converted, ftrengthen thy brethren. 

33 And he faid unto him, Lord, I am ready to go 


with thee, both into prifon, and to death. 


34 And he faid, I tell thee, Peter, the cock fhall not 
crow this day, before that chou fhalt thrice deny that 
thou knoweft me. 

_ 359 And he faid unto them, When I fent you with. 
out purfe, and f{crip, and fhoes, lacked ye any thing? 
And they faid, Nothing. 

_ 36 Then faid he unto them, But now, he that hatha 
purfe, let him take 7, and likewife dis {crip: and he that 
hath no fword, let him fell his garment, and buy one. 

’ 37 For I fay unto you, That this that is written muft 
yet be accomplifhed in me, And he was reckoned 
among the tranfgreffors: For the things concerning 
me have an end. 

38 And 





COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 


16 Until it be fulfilled in rhe kingdam. of God.] . Tull myfelf be 
made the true paflover-facrifice. : S 
18 Until the kingdom of God foall comé.| "Till that complete and 
fpiritual redemption, which is typified By this ordinance, thall-be ful- 
filled and perfected. - ee 
29, 30 J appoint hnto you a kingdom, &c.] -'To thefe who prove 
their love to Chrift, by adhering clofely to him amidft affi@ions, and 
fore trials, he promifes a glorious and eternal reward. . : 
i Decree concerning wie have anend.] Are ready to be accom- 
plifhed. # rete 


9G 44 His 


"Peter denieth Chrift S LUKE. Chrift is accufed before Pilate, 


. . 39 {] And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to 
* the mount of Olives ; and his difciples alfo followed bim. 
40 And when he was at the place, he faid unto them, 
. Pray that ye enter not into temptation. 
+ 4t And he was withdrawn from them about a flonc’s 
caft, and kneeled down, and prayed, 

42 Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this 
cup from me: neverthelefs not my will, but thine, 
_be done.” . 

43 And there’appeared an angel unto him from hea- 
ven, ftrengthening him. 

4 And being in an agony he prayed more earneflly: 
and his fweat’was as it were great drops of blood fall- 
ing down to the ground. 

45 And when he rofe up from prayer, and was come 
to his difciples, he found them fleeping for forrow, 

46 And faid unto them, Why ifleep ye? rife and 
pray, left ye enter into temptation. 

" 47 ( And while he yet fpake, behold a multitude, 
and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went 
before them, and drew near unto Jefus to kifs him. 

48 But Jefus faid unto him, Judas, betrayeft thou 
the Son of. man-with a kifs? . 

.. 49 When they which were about him {aw what would 
‘follow, they faid unto him, Lord, fhall we {mite with 
‘the fword ?- : 

50 “| And one of them {mote a fervant of the high 
prieft,-and cut off his right ear. 

51 And Jefus anfwered and faid, Suffer ye thus far. 

And he touched his ear, and healed him. 
"" -sa Then Jefus faid.unto the chief priefts, and cap- 
tains of the temple, and the elders, which were come 
to‘him, Be ye come out,,.as againft a thief, with fwords 
‘and ftaves? - 

When I was daily ‘with you in the temple, ye 
ftretched forth no hands againft me: but this 1s your 
‘hout, and ‘the power of darknefs. : 

54 4] Then took they, him, and led dim, and brought 
him into thé high prici#’s houfe. And Peter followed 
afar off. 

* ‘sg And when they had kindled a fire in the midit 
of the hall, and were fet down together, Peter fat down 
among them. as ree 

‘56 But a certain maid bebeld him as he fat by the 
fire, and earneftly looked upon him, and faid, This 
man was alfo with him. 

57 And he denied him, faying, Woman, I know 
him not. ; 

58 And after a little while anothcr faw him, and 
faid, Thou art alfo of them. 
Tam. not. 

59 And about the {pace of one hour after another 
confidently aflirmed, faying, Of a truth this feléow allo 
was with him:. for heis,a Galilean. 

. 60 And Peter faid, Man, I know not what thou 
fayelt. And immediately, while he yet fpake, the cock 
crew. s 
61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. 
And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he 
had faid unto him, Before the cock crow, thou fhalt 
deny me thrice. 
62 And Peter went out, and wept bitterly. 
. 63 | And the men that held Jefus mocked him, and 
fmote him. ; 
64 And when they had blindfolded him, they flruck 





44 His fweat was as tt were great drops of bleod, &c.] Such was 

the fervour of our Lord’s f{pirit,.that he prayed himfelf into an agony. 
+ How unlike is our praying frame! How often do our lips move, 
when our hearts ftand fill! - 

57 f know bis mot.) It frequently happens, when pcople allow 
ghem(olves to tranfgrefs the bounds of truth, it is more likely to en- 
tangle and difcover, than clear them. 

Generat Rerbtscrions on Chap. XXII. 
The anguifh and trouble of Chrift fhould make us reflect upon the 
horror of fig, and the fad ftate of the wicked, when they fhall Bear 
the punifament due to theér crimes ; his prayers teach ws to find our 


And Peter faid, Man, . 


| 


“hand of the power of God. 


of the Jews? And 


65 And many other things blafphemoufly fpake 
they againft him. 

66 “| And as foon as it was day, the elders of the 
people and the chief priefls and the fcribes came toge- 
ther, and led him into their council, faying, ‘ 

67 Art thou the Chriit ? tefl us. And be faid unto 
them, If I tell you, ye will not believe: 

68 And if J alfo afk you, ye will not anfwer me, nor 
let me go. 

69 Hereafter fhall the Son of man fit on the right 

70 Then faid they all, Art thou then the Son of 
God? And he faid unto them, Ye fay-that I am. 

7t And they faid, What need we any further wit. 
nefs? for we ourfelves have heard of his own mouth. 

CHAP. XXII. 


1 Fefus is accufed to Herod, 8 who mocketh him. 12 Herod 


and Pilate are made friends. 
Fefus crucified. 


A ND the whole multitude of them arofe, and led 
him unto Pilate. 


2 And they began to accufe him, faying, We found 
this fe//ow perverting the nation, and forbidding to give 


13 Barabbas loofed, and 


tribute to Cefar, faying that he himfelf is Chriit a 


King. 

3 And Pilate afked him, faying, Art thou the King 
he anfwered him and faid, Thou 
fayeft i. Te 

4 Then faid Pilate to the chief priefts and to the 
peopie, I find no fault in this man. 

5 And they were the more fierce, faying, He ftirreth 
up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, begin- 
ning from Galilee to this place. - 

6 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he atked whether 
the man were a Galilean. 

7 And as foon as he knew that he belonged unto 
Herod’s jurifdiction, he fent him to Herod, who him- 


felf alfo was at Jerufalem at that time. 


8 ¥ And when Herod faw. Jefus, he was excecding 
glad: for he was defirous to fce him of a long feafon, 
becaufe he had heard many things of him; and he 
hoped to have feen fome miracle done by him. 

9 Then he queftioned with him in many words; but 
he anfwered him nothing. — 

. 10 And the chief priefts and f{cribes ftood and ve- 
hemently accufed him. 

11 And Herod with bis men of war fet him at noughr, 
and mocked /im, and arrayed him ina gorgeous rabe, 
and fent him again to Pilate. 

re {f And the fame day Pilate and Herod were made 
friends together: for before they were at enmity be- 
tween themfelves. 

13 G And Pilate, when he had called together the 
chief pricfts anc the rulers and the people, 

14 Said untothem, Ye have brought this man unto 
me, as one that perverteth the people: and, behold, {, 
having examined Aim before you, have found no fault 
inthis mantouching thofethings whereof yeaccufe him: 

15 No, nor yet Herod: for I fent you'to him ; and; 
Ic, nothing worthy of death is done unto him, 

16 J will therefore chaftife him, and releafe Sim. 

17 (For of neceflity he muft releafe one unto them 
at the feaft.) 

18 And they cried out all at once, faying, Away 
with this 272, and releafe unto us Barabbas; 

19 (Who 

——— 
comfort and ftrength, by addrefling ourlelves to Gia “rider afflic- 
tion; and his refignation to the will of his Father, fhould teach us 
to fubmit ourfelves in all things, even in thesforelt trials, to what 

God fhall be pleafed to allot us. 

COMMENTARY aro NOTES on CHAP. XNUIEL 

7, He fent him to Hered, &c.] ‘This was Herod Antipas, whom 
Chrift had jafly called a fox. 

11 Arrased im in a gorgeous rebe, &c.} 
ftyled himielf a king. 7 
ieee worthy of death is dune wnte big.) 


In devifion, for having 
Read, Has been 
26 On 


Anno 38 And they faid, Lord, behold, here are two {words. him on the face, and afked him, faying, Prophefy, who Anns 
pon And he faid unto them, It is enough. is it that {mete thee ? DOMINI 


33+, 


Chrift is fentenced and crucified. 


Anno 
DOMINI 


33° 


19 (Who for a certain fedition made in the city, 
and for murder, was cait into prifon.) 

2o Pilate therefore, willing to releafe Jefus, {pake 
again to them. 

21 But they cried, faying, Crucify dim, crucify him, 

22 And he faid unto them the third time, Why, 
what evil hath he done? I have found no caufe of death 
in him: I will therefore chaftife him; and let Jim go. 

23 And they were inftant with loud voices, requiring 
that he might be crucified. And the voices of them 
and of the chief pricfts prevailed. 

24 And Pilate gave fentence that it fhould be as 
they required. 

25 And hereleafed unto them him that for fedition 
and murder was cait into.prifon, whom they had de~ 
fired ; but he delivered Jefus to their will. _ 

_26 9 And as they led him away, they laid hold up- 


- on one Simon, a Cyrenian, coming out of the country, 


and on him they laid the crofs, that he might bear zt 
after Jefus. 

27 And there followed him a great company of 
people, and of women, which alfo bewailed and la- 
mented him. 

28 But jefus turning unto them faid, Daughters of 
Jerufalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourfelves, 
and for your children. . 

29 For, behold, the days are coming, in the which 


they. fhall fay, Bleffed are the barren, and the wombs — 


that never bare, and the paps which never gave fuck, 
30 Then {hall they begin to fay to the mountains, 
Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us. 
gt For if they do thefe things in a green tree, what 
fhall be done in the dry? 


32 § And there were alfo two other malefactors led 


with him to be put to death. 

3 And when they were come to the place, which is 
called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the male- 
factors, onc on the right hand, and the other on the left. 

34 G Then faid Jefus, Father, forgive them; for 


they know not what they do. And they parted his | 


raiment, and caft lots..« - 

35 & And the people ftood beholding. And the 
rulers alfo with them derided dim, faying, He faved 
others; let him fave himfelf, if he be Chrift, the chofen 
of God. : 

36 And the foldiers alfo mocked him, coming to 
him, and offering him vinegar, 

37 And faying, If thou be the king of the Jews, 
fave thyfelf. 

38 Anda fuperfcription alfo was written over him 
in letters of Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew, THIS 
1S THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

39 4] And one of the malefactors which were hanged 
railcd on him, faying, If thou be Chrilt, fave thyfelf 
and us. 

40 But the other anfwering rebuked him, faying, 
Doft not thou fear God, feeing thou art in the fame 
condemnation ° : 

4. And we indeed juftly ; for we receive the due 
reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing 
amifs. ‘ 

42 And he faid unto Jefus, Lord, remember me 
when thou come(t into thy kingdom. 





26 On him they laid the crofs, Sec.} ‘This the criminal ufed to carry, 
and therefore was called Furcifer, or one who bears or carries the 
tranfverf beam of the crofs. 

2 Two other malefadors, &c.} Our tranflation is erroneous: the 
paflage fhould be thus pointed, ‘There were alfo two others, malctactors, 
led with him, &c. 

34. Hather, forgive ther, &c.] While they were nailing the 
compaffionate Saviour to the crofs, he feems to tecl the injury thofe 
wretches did to their own fouls; and, as it were, to forget his own 


anguifh ina concern for their falvation ; hereby giving usa bright - 


example of unbounded benevolence : his prayer was heard, in the 
convertion of many of thefe very murderers by the fermen of St. 
Peter. 

4. We indeed juftly, &-] Vhe glory which this perfon brought 
to Chrift by his faith and piety on the crofs, affords a ttriking inftance 
of the wonderful power of divine grace upon the heart of the moft 


CHAP. XXIV. 


Fits refurrection. 


43 And Jefus faid unto him, Verily I fay unto thee, Anno 


To day fhale thod be with me in paradife. 

44 Y And it was about the fixth hour, and there was 
darknefs over all the earth until the ninth hour. 

45 And the fun was darkened, and the vail of the 
temple was rent in the midit. 

46 J And when Jefus had cried with a loud voice, 
he faid, Father, into thy hands I commend my fpirit : 
and having faid thus, he gave up the ghoft. 

47 4 Now when the centurion faw what was done, 
he glorified God, faying, Certainly this was a righteous 
man. 

48 And all the people that came together to that 
fight, beholding the things which were done, fmote 
their breafts, and returned. 

49 And all his acquaintance, and the women that 
followed him from Galilee, ftood afar off, beholding 
thefe things. 7 

50 J And, behold, there was aman named Jofeph, 
acounfellor; and be wasa good man, and a juit: 

gi (The fame had not confentcd to the counfel and 
deed of them ;) be was of Arimathea, a city of the Jews: 
who alfo himfelf waited for the kingdom of God. 

52 This man went unto Pilate, and begged the body 
of Jefus. as 

53 And he took it down, and wrapped it in linen, 
and Jaid it in a fepulchre that was hewn in flone,. 
wherein never man before was laid. 

54 And that day was the preparation, and the fab~ 
bath clrew on. : 

55 G And the women alfo, which came with him 
from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the fepulchre, 
and how his body was laid. , 

56 And they returned, and prepared fpices and 
ointments; and refted the fabbath day according to 
the commandment. ‘ 

CHAP. XXIV. 


‘1 Chrif’s refurreétion declared to the women: thefe report 


. it toothers. 13 Chrift appeareth to two difciples going 
to Emmaus. ; 
OW upon the firft day of the week, very carly 
in the morning, they came unto the fepulchre, 
bringing the fpices which they had prepared, and cer- 
tain others with them. 

2 And they found the ftone rolled away from the 
fepulchre. 

3 And they entered in, and found not the body 
of the Lord Jefus. 

4 And it came to pafs, as they were much perplexed 
thereabout, behold, two men ftood by them in fhining 
garments: : ‘ 

5 And as they were afraid, and bowed down their 
faces to the earth, they faid unto them, Why feek ye 
the living among the dead ? 

6 He ts not here, but ts rifen: remember how he 
fpake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, 

7 Saying, The Son of man muft be delivered into 
the hands of finful men, and be crucified, and the 
third day rife again. 

8 And they remembered his words, 

9 And returned from the fepulchre, and told all 
thefe things unto the eleven, and to all the reft. 

io It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary 

the 





abandoned finner. One of thefe malefaétors obtained mercy, that none 

might defpair ; and only diie, that none might prefume. : i 
44 Sixth hour—vuntil the ninth hour.] — From twelve o'clock tll 

three. 

46 He gave np the ghoft.| Chrift refigned up his {pirit voluntarily ; 
and the prince of life fubmitted to death with unparalleled dignity and 
majefly, in a way peculiar te his exalted character. 7 . 

Guxerat Rrereeetrions on Chap. XXIII. 

Chrift’s death and burial are to be confidered as the laft degree of his 
humiliation, and the accomplifthment of the facrifice which he offered 
to God for the atonement of fin. 

COMMENTARY axn NOTES ow CHAP. XXIV. 

10 Jt avas Mary Magdalene, &c.} hele holy women went he- 
fore the apoitles in the lait fervices that were done for Chritt; and 
therefore the apottles here come after them ia their rewards and 
comforts, 


3. 16 Ther 


DOMINI 
33° 


- i eee 











Chrift appeareth to the apofiles. S LU K FE. Le afcendeth into heaven. 


he took bread, and biefled it, and brake, and Save Anse 
OMINS 


to them. a 

gt And their eyes were opencd, and they knew 9 7?"" 
him; and he vanifhed out of their fiche. 

32 And they faid one to another, Did not our heart 

‘burn within us, wlole he talked with us by the way, 
and while be opened to us the feriptures? 

33 And they rofe up the fame hour, and returned 
to jerufalem, and found the cleven gathered together, 
and them:that were with them, 

34 Saying, The Lord is rifen indeed, and hath ap- 
peared to Simon. 

35 And they told what things were done in the way, 
and how he was known of them in breaking of bread. 

36 | And as they thus fpake, Jefus himfelf flood 
‘in the midit of them, and faith unto them, Peace be 
unto you, : 

37 But they were terrified and affrighted, and fup- 
‘pofed that they had feen a fpirit. 

38 And he faid unto them, Why are ye troubled? 
and why do thoughts arife in your hearts? 

39 Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I my- 
felf: Handle me, and fee; fora fpirit hath not Aeth 
and bones, as.you fee me have. , 
‘40 And when he had thus fpoken, he fhewed them 
‘bis hands and bis feet. : 

41 And while they. yet believed not for joy, and 
wondered, he faid unto them, Have ye here any meat? 
_ 42 And they gave hima piece of a broiled fith, and 
of an honeycomb. 

43 And he took it, and did eat before them. 

. 44 And he faid. unto them, Thefe are the words 
which I fpake unto you, while I was yet with you, thac 
all things muft be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Mofes, and iz the prophets, and in the pfalms, 
concerning me. 

_ 45 Then opened he their underftanding, that they 
might underitand the {criptures, 
.. 46 And faid unto them, Thus it is written, and 
thus it behoved Chrift to fuer, and to rile from the 
dead the third day: 

47 And that repentance and remiffion of fins fhould 
be preached in his name among all nations, beginning 
at Jerufalem. 

48 And ye are witneffes of thefe things. 

49 {I And, behold, I fend the promife of my Father 
upon you: but tarry ye in the.city of Jerufalem, until 

ye be endued with power from on high, 

¢2= 50°] And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and 
the lifted up his hands, and bleffed them. 

; "; 51. And it came to pafs, while he bleffed them, he 

was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. 
52.And they worfhipped him, and returned to Je- 

' xrufalem with great joy: 

53. And were continually in the temple, praifing 
and bleffing God. Amen. . 


—————————— 

and miraculous effufion of the Holy Spirit. Sce 44s i. 8. ‘Foed x. 28. 

AGs ii. Vaiab xliv. 3. and Execk. xxxvi. 26. : 
Gengrrat REFLECTIONS on Chap, XXIV. 

The feveral apparitions of our Lord prove that he is rifen, and ought 

powerfully to ftrengthen our faith and hopes, which are all built on 


this refurretion, 


Anno the mother of James, and other women that were with 
vows them, which told thefe things unto.the apoflles. 
age 1r And their words feemed to them as idle tales, 
and they believed them not. 
12 @ Thes arofe Peter, and ran unto the fepulchre; 
‘and ftoopirg down, he beheld the linen clothes laid by 
themfelves, and departed, wondering in himfelf at that 
which was come to pafs. 
13 ¥ And, behold, two of them went that fame day 
toa village called Emmaus, which was from Jerufalem 


a 


about threefcore furlongs. ; : 

14 And they talked together of all thefe things which 
had happened. | . 

15 And it came to pafs, that, while they communed 
‘together and reafoned, Jéfus himfelf drew near, and 
went with them. : 

16 But their eyes were holden that they fhould not 
‘know him. , > 

17 And he faid unto them, What manner of com- 
munications are thefe that ye have one to another, as 
ye walk, and are fad? ; 

18 And the one of them, whofe name was Cleopas, 
anfwering faid unto him, Art thou only a ftranger in 
JjJerufalem, and haft not known the things which are 
‘come to pafs in thefe days? ets 

19 And he faid unto them, What things? And they - 
faid unto him, Sonera Jefus of Nazareth, which 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people: : 

20 And how the chief priefts and our rulers delivered 
him to be condemned to death, and have crucified him, 

21 But we trufted that it had been he which fhould 
shave redeemed Hf{raél: and befide all this, to day is the 
third day fince thefe things were done. ‘ 

22 Yea,and certain women alfo of our comipany made ! 
‘us aftonifhed, which were early at the fepulchre ; 

23 And when they found not his body, they came, | 
faying, that they had alfo feen a vifion of angels, which j 
Jaid that he was alive. ‘ : 

24 And certain of them which were with us went to | 
the fepulchre, and found ¢ even fo as the women had | 

-faid: but him they faw not. 

25 Then he faid unto them, O fools'and flow of 
heart to believe ail that-the prophets have fpoken! 

26 Ought not Chrift to have fuffered thefe things, 
and to enter into his glory? ' : a 

27 And beginning at Mofes and all the prophets; he: 
expounded unto them io dil the {criptures the chings » 
concerning himfelf. ; See 

28 And they drew nigh unto:the village, whither 
they went: and he made as though he would have gone ° 
further. : ; - . Lo 

29 But they conftrained him, faying, Abide witht 
us: for it is toward evening, and the day is far {pent.: 
And he went in to tarry with them. . 

30 And it came to pafs, as he fat at meat with them, 




















16 Their eyes were holden, &c.| ‘There was an impediment which 
prevented their knowing him. . 

25 O fools, &c.] O thoughtlefs creatures. cf ~ 

47 Among all nations, &c.| See [faiah xlix. Hofea ii. 23, Pfelm ii. 
Foel ii. 32- Mali. 11. and Daz. vii. 14. . 

49 Behold, £ fend the promife of my father, &c.] ‘The plentiful 








The Gofpel according to S. JOHN. 


2d 





THE ARGUMENT. 
t. Fohn was the beloved difciple of our Lord. His gofpel is a noble biffory of his Mafter’s life, miracles, divine aifvourfes, 
7 ee ae Cae jaen cats ye difeiples before his triumphant afcenfin. It is faid, that the herefies of Ebion and 
Corinthus gave occafion to fhe writing of this gofpel, in which is defcribed, in a moft fublime and lofty manner, the 
perfon of Chrift in bis divine and human nature, as the objeét of our faith. The Siyle and charaéter of St. Fobn is 
grave and jimple, foort.and perfpicuous, He lived to a very great age, furvived all the apofiles, and is fuppofed 


; ; A.D. 96. 
to have written his gofpel 9 ere 


2 


The divinity of Chrift. 


Anno CHAP. I. 

me 1 The divinity of Chrifi. 6 The miffion of Fohn, and end 
of Chrijt’s coming. 14 The incarnation of the Word. 
15 The teflimony of Fobn. 
Peter, <'c. 





with God, and the word was God. 
2 Vhe fame was in the beginning with God. 
3 All things were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 


T the beginning was the Word, and the Word was | 


A.D. 26. ; - : 
5 And the light fhineth in darkne(s; and the dark- 


nefs comprehended it not. 

6% There was a man fent from God, whofe name 
was John. 

7 The fame came fora witnefs, to bear witnefs of the 
Light, that all mex through him might bclicve. 


8 He was not that Light, but was /ené to bear wit- | 


nefs of thac Light. 


9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every {1 


man that cometh into the world. ; 
ro He was in the world, and the world was made 
by him, and the world knew him not. 


1x He came unto his own, and his own received | 


him not. 

12 But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the fons of God, evex to them that 
believe on his name: 

13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will 
of the flefh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 


14 2 And the Word was made flefh, and dwelt | 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the § 


only begotten of the Father) tull of grace and truth. 
154] John bare witnefs of him, and cried, faying, 


This is he of whom I {pake, He that cometh after me | 


iz preferred before me: for he was before me. 


for grace. 


17 For the law was given by Mofes, dut grace and 


truth caine by fefus Chrigt. 

18 Wo man hath feen God at any time; the only 
becotten Son, which is in the bofom of the Father, 
he hath declared Aim. 


19 4 And this is the record of John, when the | 
Jews icnt priefts and Levites from Jerufalem to afk { 


him, Who art thou? 


20 And he confeffed, and denied not; but confeffed, 4 ; 


Tam not the Chrifl. 
A.D.30. 2% And they afked him, What then? 
And he aniwered, No. 

22 Then faid they unto him, Who art thon? that 
we may give an anfwer to them thar fent us. 
fayeft thou of thyfelf? 


23 He faid, I am the voice of one crying in the 
wildernefs, Make ftraight the way of the Lord, as faid } 


the prophet Efaias. 
24 And they which were fent were of the Pharifees. 


‘Elias, neither that prophet ? 


26 John anfwered them, faying, I baptize with 
water: but there ftandeth one among you, whom ye § 


know not; 
27 Heit is, who coming after me is preferred before 
me, whofe fhoe’s latchet 1am not worthy to unloofe. 
28 Thefe things were done in Bethabara beyond 
Jordan, where John was baptizing. 





COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP.I. 


a Iv the beginning was the Word, &c.] The Logos, the Wifdom § 


of God: this appellation denotes the eternal cxiitence of Chrift, his 
co-exiftence with the Father, and his divine effence. 


3 Al things sere made by hin, Sc.J ‘This is an irrefragable proof Uf acquainting his dilciples that Chriit'was the promifed Meffeh, 


of cus Lard’s divinity. 


13 Which cvere born, &c.} ‘The true fons of God are regenerate by 


the Spirit of God, which ‘produces in them fincere repentance, and § 


faith in Chrift. . lie 
17 Fer rhe law, &¢, The law can neither juitify nor fanttify, but 
No. 64, : 


CHAP. I. 


39 Calling of Andrew, { 


reed 


Art thou. 
Elias? And he faith, lam not. Art thou that prophet? ¢. Q 


1f Son of man. 


Fohn beareth teftimony of Chrift. 


29 § The next day John feeth Jefus coming unto -\nno 
him, and faith, Behold the Lamb ot God, which taketh POMS! 
away the fin of the world. a 

30 This is he of whom I faid, After me cometh a 
maa which is preferred before me: for he was before me. 

31 And J knew him not: but that he fhould be 
made manifeft to [frael, therefore am I come baptizing 
with water. 

2 And John bare record, faying, I faw the Spirit 





z g \ : defcending from heaven like a dove, and it abode 
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. | 


upon him. 
33 And I knew him not: but he that fent me to 


§ baptize with water, the fame faid unto me, Upon 
f whom thou fhale fee the Spirit defcendin 
| maining on him, the fame is he which baptizeth with 
By the Holy Ghott. 


g, and re- 


34 And I faw, and bare record that this is the Son 


I of God. 


35 9 Again the next day after, John ftood, and two 
of his difciples ; 
36 And looking upon Jefus as he walked, he faith, 


} Behold the Lamb of God! 


37 And the two difciples heard him fpeak, and they 
followed Jefus. 


38 Then Jefus turned, and faw them following, and 


| faith unto them, What feek ye? They faid unto him, 


Rabbi, (which is to fay, being interpreted, Matter) 
where dwelleft thou? 
39 He faith unto them Comeand fee. They came 


) and faw where he dwelt, and abode with him that day: 


for it was about the tenth hour. 
40 One of the two which heard John /seak, and fol- 


f lowed him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 


41 He firft findeth his own brothe Simon, and faith 
unto him, We have found the Meffias, which is, being 


fi interpreted, the Chrift. 
16 And of his fulnefs have all we received, and grace jj} 


42 And he brought him to Jefus. And when Jefus 
beheld him, ke faid, Thou art Simon the fon of Jona: 
thou fhalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, 
A ftone. 

43 F The day following, Jefus would go forth into 
Galilee, and findeth Philip, and faith unto him, Fol. 


} Jow me. 


44 Now Philip was of Bethfaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. 
45 Philip findeth Nathanael, and faith unto him, 
(We have found him, of whom Mofes in the law, and. 
the prophets, did write, Jefus of Nazareth, the fon of 
Jofeph. 

46 And Wathanael faid unto him, Can there any 


“good thing come our of Nazareth? Philip faith unto 

}-him, Come and fee. 

What Ti’ 
Hf him, Behold an Ifraclite indeed, in whom is no guile! 


47 Jefus faw Nathanael coming to him, and faith of 


48 Nathanael faith unto him, Whence knoweil thou 
me? Jefs anfwered and faid unto him, Before that 


j} Philip called thee, when thon waft under the fig tree, 
Fi) I faw thee. 

25 And they afked him, and faid unto him, Why ff 
baptizeit thou then, if thou be not that Chrift, nor §} 


49 Nathanael anfwered and faith unto him, Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God ; thou art the King of Hrael. 

50 Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Becanfe I faid 
unto thee, I faw thee under the fig tree, believelt thou? 
thou fhalt fee greater things than thefe. 

51 And he faith unto him, Verily, verily, I fay un- 
to you, Hereafter ye fhall fee heaven open, and the 
angels of God afcending and defcending upon the 


CHAP. 


Gc 
f the gofpel, being a fpiritual difpenfation, has. divine truth for its 


foundation, and: faving grace runs through every part of it. 
33 Aud I knew him nt, &c-} I was not convinced thar he was the 
troe Meffiah, till I faw the Spirit of God defcending upon him. 
38—40 Then Johu turned, &c.] John took every opportunity of 


47 dx Lraclite indeed, &c.] One who is plain, fimply upright, 


A fincere; fuch are all God’s people, and fuch was Jacob, or frael, ta 
a whom our Lord alludes. ‘ 


¢ H GyExezay 
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Anno 
DUMINI 
39. 





: and 


turnelh water into wine. 
CTI aA P. IL. 
1 Chrift turneth water into wine: 13 purgeth the temple: 
UR he giveth his own decil and vefuriection fora finn. 
WN D the third day there was a marriage in Cana 
of Galilee} and the mother of Jelus was there: 

2 And both Jef was called, and his difciples, to 
the marriage. eb 

3 And wien they wanted wine, the mother of Jefus 
faith unto him, Vhey have no wine. 

4 Jelus faith unto her, Woman, what have I te do 
with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 

5 Mis mother faith unto the fervants, Whatfocver 
he faith unto you, do it. 

6 And there were fet there x water-pots of flone, 
after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, con- 
taining two or three firkins a piece. 

7 Jefus faith unto them, Pill the water-pots with 
water. And they filled chem up to the brim. 

— 8 And he faith unto them, Draw out now, and bear 
unto the governor of the feaft. And they bare 7. 

9 When the ruler of the featt had tafied the water 
thac was made wine, and knew not whence it was: 
(but the fervants which drew the water knew ;) the 
governor of the feaft called the bridegroom, ; 

1o And faith unto him, Every man at the begin- 
ning doth fet forth good wine; and when men have 
well drunk, then that which is worfe: Jué thou hatt 
kept the good wine until now. : 

11 This beginning of miracles did Jefus in Cana of 
Galiice, and manifefted forth his glory ; and his dif- 
ciples believed on him. 

12 4 After this he went down to Capernaum, he, 
and his mother, and his brethren, and his difciples : 
and they continued there not many days. 

13 And the Jews’ paflover was at hand, and Jcfus 
went up to Jerufalem, 

14 And found in the temple thofe that fold excn 
and theep and doves, and the changers of moncy fitting : 

15 And when he had made a fcourge of {mall cords, 
he drove them all out of the temple, and the fheep, 
and the oxen; and pourcd our the changers of moncy, 
and overthrew the tables; 

16 And {aid unto them that fold doves, Take thefe 
things hence, make not my Father’s houfe an houfe 
of imerchandife. 





17 And his difciples remembered that it was written,+ 


The zeal of thine houfe hath eaten me up. 

18 § Then anfwered the Jews and faid unto him, 
What fign fheweft chou unto us, fecing that thou doeft 
thefe things? Se 

19 Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, Deftroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raife it up. a 

20 Then faid the Jews, Forty and fix years was 
this temple in building, and wilt thou rear it up in 
three days? : 

21 But he fpake of the temple of his body. 

22 When therefore he was rifen from the dead, his 
difciples remembered that he had faid this unto them; 
and they believed the feripture, and the word which 
Jefus had faid. , 

23 4 New when he was in Jerufalem at the paflover, 


Gengerat ReFLuecTions on Chap. I. s 
The belief of Chrift’s being really God, is abfolutely neceflary to fal- 
vation; as are alfo the divine authority of f{eriptures; a firm reliance 
oa the veracity and faithfulnefs of God; and that the Redeemer, 
whom real Chriftians now love, ferve, and obcy, will appear to his 
people the fecond time without fing to make them happy wish him 
vets - 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES ox CHAP. ID. 

4. Woman, what have Ito do with the ? &e.] Mary received this 
diftouraging anfwer, in order to keep her mind ina ftate of humility, 
to convince her, that though he was her fon refpecting his human 
nature, he was alfo her Saviour, and would not admit of the inter- 
ference of any one in the great work of our redemption: befides our 


“Lord, out of his infinite wifdom and forefight, fo demeaned himfelf 


towards her, that he might Jay no temptation before men, nor give 
the leaft oceafion for idolizing her, as the deluded papilts have long 

r 19 Deftroy thit temple, &c-] Herein our Saviour alludes ta bie death 
refugrection, 
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in the (eaft day, many believed in his name, when they 
faw the miracles which he dic. 
24 But Jefus did not conunit himflf unto them, 
becaule he knew ail men, 

25 And necded not that any fhould teftify of man: 
fer he knew what was in man, 


GWA Pp. TIL 
i Chrifi teacheth the neceffity of regeneration ; 14 faith iz 

Chrif. 16 God’s love to the world. 23 The baptijm, 

cites, and acdirine of Fo4n. 

TFRWERE was aman of the Pharifecs, named Ni. 
codemus, a ruler of the Jews: 

2 Lhe fame came to Jefus by night, and faid unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a tescher come 
from God: for no man can dco thefe miracles chat thou 
doeit, except God be with him, 

3 Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, Verily, verily, 
I fay unto thee, Except a man be born again, he can- 
not fee the kingdom of God. : 

4 Nicodemus faith unto him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can he enter the fecond time 
into his mother’s womb, and be born? 

§ Jefus anfwered, Verily, verily, I fay unto thee, 
Except a man be born of water and ¢& the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 

6 Yhat which was born of the flcfh is flefh; and 
that which is born of the Spirit is fpirit. 

7 Marvel not that I faid unto thee, Ye mu@ be born 
again. 

8 The wind bloweth where it lifteth, and thou hearcft 
the found thereof, but canft not tell whence it cometh, 
and whither it goeth: fo is every one that is born of 
the Spirit. ° 

g Nicodemus anfwered and faid unto him, How 
can thefe things be? 

-to Jefus aniwered and faid unto him, Art thou 2 
matier of Iracl, and knowett not thefe things ? 

11 Verily, verily, lfay unto thee, We {peak thar we 
do know, and teltify that we have feen; and ye receive 
not our witnefs. 

12 If | have told you earthly things, and ye believe 
not, how fhall ye believe, if] roll you ofheavenly things? 

13 And no man hath alcended up to heaven, but 
he that came down from heaven, even the Son of man 
which is in heaven. 

' 14 4{ And as Mofes lifted up the ferpent in the wil- 
dernefs, even fo muit the Son of man be lifted up: 
“45 That whofoever believeth in him fhould not 


Ay, 
Se oe 





“perifh, but have eternal life. 


"16 @ Yor God fo loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whofoever beiieveth in line 
fhould not perifh, but have everlafting life., 

17 For God fent not his Son into the world to con- 
demn the world; but that the world’ through hiin 
might be faved. : 

18 Q He that belicveth on him is not condemned : 
but he that believeth not is condemned already, becaufe 
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten 
Son of God. 

19 “And this is the condemnation, that light is‘come 

wt 


FR 





Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. I. 


We may from hence learn, that it behoves us,as Chriftians, to be = 
for the glory of God. to oppofe whatever is contrary there 2 
to fhew a ref{peét for the places devoted to the fervices of Gud, ard, 
in general, for all that pertains to true rejigion. 

COMMENTARY axv NOTES ox CHAP. UL 
3 Except aman be born again, &c.} Meaning, that inorder te be 
partakers of Chritt’s fpiritual kingdom, the fubjects of it maf hs ie 
newed in their minds, wills, and affections, by the operation of 

Holy Spirit, and fo become new creatures. . 
8 The wind bloweth where it lfteth, &e.] — The divine Spirits, 

as a fovercign agent, works repentance and faith in the hearts of 

mankind. 

13 No man hath afeended up inte heaven, &c.] In this pafuge the 
immenfity of Chrift’s nature, and confequently his divinity, is plainly 
afferted. : 
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Fefus baptizeth in Fudea. 


CHAP. IV. Chrift talketh with a woman of Samy 


sat 


UW lite 





Anno 
POMINI 


3% 


into the world, and men loved darknefs rather than 
light, becanfe their decds were evil. 

20 For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, left his deeds fhould be 
reproved. 

21 But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that 
his dceds may be made manifeft, that they are wrought 
in God. 

22 4 After thefe things came Jefus and his difciples 
into the land of Judea; awd there he tarried with them, 
and baptized, ; 

23 {| And John alfo was baptizing in ZZnon near to 
Salim, becaufe there was much water there: and they 
came, and were baptized. 

24 For John was not yet caft into prifon. 

25 4j Fhen there arofe a queftion between /ome of 
John’s difciples and the Jews about purifying. 

26 And they came unto John, and faid unto him, 
Rabbi, he that was with thee beyond Jordan, to whom 
thou bareft witnefs, behold, the fame baptizeth, and 
all #zen come to him. 3 

27 John an{wered and faid, A man can receive no- 
thing, except it be given him from heaven. 

28 Ye yourfelves bear me witnefs, that I faid, Iam 
not the Chrilt, but that Iam fent before him. 

29 He that hath the bride is the bridegroom : but 
the friend of the bridegroom which ftandeth and hear- 
eth him, rejoiceth greatly becaufe of the bridegroom’s 
voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled. 

30 He muft increafe, but | au/? decrcafe. 

31 He that cometh from above is above all: he that 
is of the earth is earthly, and fpeaketh of the earth: he 
that cometh from heaver is above all. 

32 And what he hath feen and heard, that he tefti- 
ficth; and no man reccivcth his teflimony. 

33 He that hath received his teftimony hath fet to 
his feal that God is true. ’ 

34 For he whom God hath fent {peaketh the words 
of God: for God giveth not the Spirit by meafure sto 
hin. 

35 The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand. . 

36 He that believeth on the Son hath everlafting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son fhall not fee 
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him. 


CHAP. IW. 
1 Chriff talketh with the woman of Samaria, and revealeth 
himfelf unto ber: 


clareth to them bis zeal to God's glory. 


HEN therefore the Lord knew how the Phat; 


rifees had heard that Jefus made and baptized 
more difciples than John, 

2 (Though Jefus himfelf baptized not, but his 
ciples,) 

3 He left Judea, and departed again into Gali lec. 

4 And he muift needs go through Samaria. 

Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is 
called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob 
gave to his fon Jofeph. 

6 Now Jacob’s well was there. 
being wearied with Ais journey, fat thus on the well: 
and it was about the fixth hour. 

7 There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water: 
Jefus faith unto her, Give me to drink. 

8 (For his difciples were gone away unto the city to 
buy meat.) 

9 Then faith the woman of Samaria unto him, How 
is it that thou, being a Jew, afkeit drink of me, which 


ait. 





30 fe muf? increafe, &c.] Asif he had faid Chrift is the eternal 
Jehovah, and of his kingdom there thall be nocnd; but Lam a frail 
creature, fubjedt to death, 

Grnerat Rerirections on Chap. If. 

By John’s example, we fhould always bear witnefs to the truth; and 
not feek our own glory, ‘but that of our Saviour, in fuch a manner, 
that the advancement of his kingdom, and the falvation of men, 
fhould be thg principal object of our wifhes, and beget in us the 
greatelt joy. 


27 bis difeiples marvel. 31 He de~. 


Jcfus therefore, : 





am a woman of Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings 
with the Samaritans. 2 

10 Jefus aniwered and {aid unto her, If thou kneweft 
the gift of God, and who it is that faith to thee, Give 
me to drink; thou wouldeft have afked of him, and 
he would have given thee living water. 

a1 The woman faith unto him, Sir, thou haft now 
thing to draw with, and the well is deep: from wience 
then haft thou that living water ? 

12 Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which 
gave us the well, and drank cthereaf himlelf, and his 
children, and his cattle ? 

13 Jefus anfwered and faid unto her, Whofoever-. 
drinksth of this water fhall thirft again : 

14 But whofoever drinketh of the water that I fhall 
give him thall never thirft; but the water thar J fhall 
give him fhall be in him a well of water {pringing up 
into everlaiiing life. 

15 The woman faith unto him, Sir, give me this 
water, that I thirlt noc, neither come hither to draw. 

16 Jefus faith unto her, Go call thy hufband, and 
come hither. ; 

-319 The woman anfwered and faid, I have no huf 
band. Jefus {aid unto her, ‘Phou hait well daid, I have 
no hufband: 

18 For thou hait had five huibands; and he whont 
thou now hail is not thy hufband : in that faidft thou 
truly. 

1g The woman faith unto him, Sir, I perccive that 
thou art a prophet. 

zo Our tathers worfhipped in this mountain; and 
ye fay, that in Jerufalem is the place where men ought 
to worthip. 

gt Jefus faith unto her, Woman, believe me, the 
hour cometh, when ye fhall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerufalem, worfhip the Father. : 

22 Ye worfhip ye know not what: we know what 
we worfhip: for falvation is of the Jews. 

23 But the hour cometh, and. now is, when the true 
worfhippers fhall worfhip the lather in fpirit and in 
truth: for the Father fecketh fuch to worfhip him, 

24 God 7s a Spirit: and they that worfhip him muft 
worthip 47min Spirit and in truth. 

25 The woman faith unto him, [know that Meflias 
cometh, which is called Chrift: when he is come, he 
will tell us all things. 

26 Jefus faith unto her, I that fpeak unto thee am de. 

27 § And upon this came his difciples, and mar- 
velled that he talked witli the woman: yet no man faid, 
What {cekeft thou? or, Why talkeft thot: with her? 

28 The woman then left her waterpot, and went 
her way into the city, and faith to the men, 

29 Come, fee a man, which told me all things that 
ever I did; is not this the Chrift ? 

30 Then they wentout of the city, andcame untohim, 

31 9 In the mean while his difciples prayed him, . 
faying, Mafter, cat. 

32 But he faid unto them, I have meat to eat that 
ye Know not of, 

33 Therefore faid the difciples one to another, Hath 
any man brought him oxght to eat? 

34 Jefus faith unto them, My meat isto do the will 
of him that fene me, and to finifh his work. 

35 Say not ye, Vhere are yet four months, and then 
cometh the harveft? behold, I fay unto you, Litt up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; tor they are winte 
already to harveft. 

- 36 And he that reapcth receiveth wages, and gather- 


eth 
A 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

4. He muff needs go through Samaria.) That he migit difplay the 
wonderful effeét, ‘of his power and mercy in the converfion of the Sa- 
maritan woman, and others in thofe parts. < 

10 He nvould have given the living water.} 
ho)y Spirit. 

23 The true worlsippers, &c.| Thole whofe minds are enJued with 
grace, and in contequence thereof, ive in the regular practice of equity, 
mecknefs, benevylence, and univerfal cood-will-towards men. 

GENERAL 


iwc. The grace of his 


Anno 
OMINI 


52. 


Many Samaritans believe in Chrift. 





Anno eth fruit unto life eternal; that both he that foweth 


DOMINI 


and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 

37 And herein is that faying true, One foweth, and 
another reapeth. . 

381 fent you to reap that whereon ye beflowed no 
Jabour: other men laboured, and ye are entered into 
their labours. - 

-29 J And many of the Samaritans of that city be- 
lieved on him for the faying of the woman, which tef- 
tified, He told me all that ever I did. 

40 So when the Samaritans were come unto him, 
they befought him that he would tarry with them: and 
he abode there two days. 

41 And many more believed becaufe of his own word; 

.42 And faid unto the woman, Now we believe, not 
becaufe of thy faying: for we have heard Aim ourfelves, 
and know that this 1s indeed the Chrift, the Saviour of 
the world. 

43 §| Now after two days he departed thence, and 
went into Galilee. 

‘44 For Jefus himfelf teftified, that a prophet hath 
no honour in his own country. 

45 Them when he was come into Galilee, the Gali- 
leans received him, haviny feen all the things that he 
did at Jerufalem at the feait : for they alfo went unto 
the feat. 

46 So Jefus came again into Cana of Galilee, where 
he made the water wine. And there was a certain 
nobleman, whofe fon was fick at Capernaum. 

47 When he heard that Jefus was come out of Judea 
into Galilee, he went unto ‘him, and befought him that 
he would come down, and heal his fon: for he was at 
the point of death. 

48 Then iaid Jefus unto him, Except ye fee figns 
and wonders, ye will not believe. 

49 The nobleman faith unto him, Sir, come down. 
ere my child die. 5 

50 Jefus faith unto him, Go thy way ; thy fon liveth. 
And the man believed the word that Jefus had fpoken 
unto him, and he went his way. 

51 And as he was now going down, his fervants met 
him, and told din, faying, Thy fon liveth. 

52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he be- 
gan to amend. And they faid unto him, Yeflerday at 
the feventh hour the fever left him. 

53 So the father knew that 7# was at the fame hour, 
in the which Jefus faid unto him, Thy fon liveth: and 
himfelf believed, and his whole houfe. 

54 This zs again the fecond miracle that Jefus did, 
when he was come out of Judea into Galilee, 

CHAP. V. 
1 Chrift curcth an impotent man at the pool of Bethefda on 
the fabbath day: 10 the Fews cavil, and perfecute him 

Sor it; 17 be guftifieth bimfelf by the example of God 


Lis Eather. 


A.D. 31+ A ITER this there was a feaft of the Jews; and 


49 


Jefus went up to Jerufalem. 
2 Now there is at Jerufalem by the fheep market a 
*pool, which is called in the Hebrew tongue Bethefda, 
having five porches. 

3 in thefe lay a great multitude of impotent folk, 
of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of the 
water. 

4 For an angel went down at a certain feafon into the 
pool, and trouvled the water: whofoever then firft af- 


“ ‘ter the troubling of the water ftepped in was made 


whole of whatfoever difeafe he had. 
“s And a certain man was there, which had an infir- 
mity thirty and cight years. 


GeneRau REFLECTIONS on Chap, IV. 

We learn from hence, that falfe religion will always create the moft 
irreconcileable hatred between perfons who ought to live as bre- 
thren; that the knowledge of the truth is often revealed to thofe 
who little expect fuch a diftinguifhing benefit ; that thofe who be- 
lieve and love the gofpel will preter it to all fublunary enjoyments ; 
ari chat the worjhip of God is not confined to times and places ; 
but thofe who pray to the Lord with fincere and upright hearts, he 
will anfwer and blefs, ; 

2 


‘ honour the Father. 


6 When Jefus faw him lie, and knew that he had 
been now a long time zz that cafe, he faith unto him, 
Wilt thou be made whole ? 

7 The impotent man anfwered him, Sir, Ihave no 
man, when the water is troubled, to put me into the 
pool: but while 1 am coming, another fleppcth down 
before me. 

8 Jefus faith unto him, Rife, take up thy bed, and 
walk. 

9 And immediately the man was made whole, and 
took up his bed, and walked: and on the fame day 
was the fabbath. 

10 | The Jews therefore faid unto him that was 
cured, It is the fabbath day : it is not lawful for thee 
to carry thy bed. 

1i He anfwered them, He that made me whole, the 
fame faid unto me, Take up thy bed, and walk. 

12 Then afked they him, What manis that which 
faid unto thee, Take up thy bed, and walk ? 

13 And he that was healed wift not who it was: for 


Jefus had conveyed himfelf away, a multitude being’ 


in that place. 

14 Afterward Jefus findeth him in the temple, and 
faid unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: fin no 
more, Icft a worfe thing come unto thee. 

15 The man departed, and told the Jews that it was 
Jefus, which bad made him whole, 

16 And therefore did the Jews perfecute Jefus, and 
fought to flay him, becaufe he had done thefe things 
on the fabbath vay. 

17 {| Burt Jefus anfwered them, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and 1 work. 

13 Therefore the Jews fought the more to kill him, 
becaufe he not’ only had broken the fabbath, but faid 


_alfo that God was his Father, making himfelf cqual 


with God. 

19 J Then anfwered Jefus and faid unto them, Ve- 
rily, verily, I fay unto you, The Son can do nothing 
of himfelf, but what he feeth the Father do: for what 
thing foever he doeth, thefe alfo doeth the Son likewife. 

20 For the Father loveth the Son, and fheweth him 
all things that himfelf doeth: and he will thew him 
greater works than thefe, that ye may marvel. 

21 For as the Father raifeth up the dead, and quick~ 
eneth them ; even fo the Son quickeneth whom he will. 

22 For the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son: 

23 That all men fhould honour the Son, even as they 
He that honoureth not the Son 
honoureth not the Father which hath fent him. 

24 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him that fent me, hath 
everlafting life, and fhall not come into condemnation; 
but is paflect from death unto life. 

25 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, The hour is com- 
ing, and now is, when the dead fhall hear the voice of 
the Son of God: and they that hear fhall live. 

26 For as the Father hath life in himfelf; fo hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himfelf ; 

27 And hath given him authority to execute judg- 
ment alfo, becaufe he is the Son of man. 

28 Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves fhall hear his voice, 

29 And fhall come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the refurrection of life; and they that have done 
evil, unto the refurrection of damnation. 

30 I can of mine own felf do nothing: as I hear, I 
judge; and my judgment is juft; becanfe I {eek not 

mine 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. V. 

2 Brthefda, &c.} i, e. The houfe of mercy- 

17 My Father worketh hitherto, &c,. | God indeed refts from his work 
of creation; butin his aéts of providence, prefervation, government, 
and bencticence, my Father worketh hitherto, and will work for ever ; 
in thefe inftances 1 alfo work ; and every good man docs works of ne- 
ceffity and mercy both on the fabbath day and at other times. 

24 Is paffed from death unto life] From his natural ftate, a death in 
trefpailes and fins, to a new life of faith and true helinels. Zs 

32 There 


S. JOHN. He healeth a lame man at the pool of Bethefda. 
recat 


Anne 
DOMINI 
31. 





. : . 
Chrift feedsth five thoufand. 


eee ere 





He walketh on the fea. 


11 And Jefus took the loaves; and when he had Anno 


CHAP. VI. 








Anne mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath 


gee 


vt fent me, 

31S! 1€1 bear witnefs of myfelf, my witnefs is not true. 

22 There is another that beareth witnefs of me; 
ana L know that the witnefs which he witneffeth of ine 
Is true. 

33 Ye fent unto John, and he bare witnefs unto 
the rruth. 

a4 Burl reccive not teRtimony from man: but thefe 
things [ tay, that ye might be faved. 

23 He was a burning and a fhining light: and ye 
were willing for a feafon to rejoice in his light. 

964 But IT have greater witnefs than that of John: 
for the works waich the Father hath given me to finith, 
the fame works that Ido, bear witnets of me, thac the 
Father hath fest me. 

37 And the Father himfelf, which hath fent me, 
hath borne wituefs of me. Ye heve neither heard his 
voice atany time, nor feen his thape. ; 

3% And ye have not his word abiding in you: for 
whom he hath fent, him ye believe noe. 

39% Search the feriprures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal jife: and they are they which teftify of me. 

40 And ye will not come to me, that ye might 
have ife. - 

41 @ I receive not honour from men. 

42 But I know you, that ye have not the love of 
God in you. 

43 1. am come in my Father’s name, and ye receive 
me not: if another fhall come in his own name, him 
ye will receive. 

44. Flow can ye belicve, which receive honour one 
of another, and feck not the honour that cometh from 
God only? 

45 9 Bo not think that I will accufe you to the 
Father: there is ove that accufeth you, ever Mofes, 

in whom ye truft. 
46 Wor had ye believed Mofes, ye would have be- 
Heved me: for he wrote of me. 
47 But if ye believe not his writings, how fhall ye 
believe my words? .. 
“CHAP. VI. 


1 Chrift_ feedeth five thoufand. 26 Ele reproveth the flefhly 
hearers: 32 declareth bimjelf the bread of life. 
ETER chefe things Jefus went over che fea of 


ALD. 32. : : : ae . 
° Galilec, which is the fea of Viberias. 


2 Andagreat multitude followed him, becaufe they. | 


faw his miracles which head on them that were difeafed. 
And jefus went up into a mountain, and there he, 
fat with his difciples. 
And the paflover, a feaft of the Jews, was nigh. 
5 When Jefus then li‘ted up dis eyes, and faw a great 
company come nnto him, he faith unto Philip, Whence 
fthall we buy bread, that thefe may eat? 


6 And this he faid to prove him: for he himfclf | 


knew what he would do. 

7 Philip anfwered him, Two hundred penny worth 
of bread is not fufficient for them, that every one of 
them take a little. 

8 One of his difciples, Andrew, Simon Petcr’s bro- 
ther, faith unto him, 

9 There is a‘lacl here, which hath five barIcy loaves, 
and two fmall fifhes: but what are they among fo many? 

to And Jefus faid, Make the men fitdown. Now 
tlrere was much grafs in the place. So the men fat 
down, in number about five thoufand. 


32 There is ancther that beereth witness of me, &c.| Namely, 
God the Father and the Eternal Spirit, who are one io the plan of 
redemption. mead 4 

40 Ye will not come, &e.) Your own inexcufable prejudices, wilful 
obilinacy, aud incurable Tove and affe€tion to the world, prevent your 
clofing with the gracious offers of the gofpel. . 

46 Ee aurite nus} Mofes foreiold the coming of the MeMfah, 
whom y¢ defpife and perfecute he therefore will be your accufer at 

s oreat day. 
the gre Generan Rreruretrons on Chap, V. 

From the general conduét of the Jews, we may obferve, that they who 
only aditere to the letter of rcligion, are the greateft enemies to the 
Spirit of it; inafmuch as the love of the world, and the glory of ir, 

No. 65. 2 


given thanks, he diftributed to the difciples, and the POMINE 


difciples to them that were fet down; and likewife of 
the fifhes as much as they would. 

12 When they were filled, he faid unto his difciples, 
rene up the fragments that remain, that nothing 

e loft. 

13 Therefore they gathered them together, and filled 
twelve bafkets with the fragments of the five barley 
loaves, which remained over and above unto them 
that had eaten. . 

14 Then thofe men, when they had feen the miracle 
that Jefus did, faid, This is of a truth that prophet 
that fhould come into the world. 

154 When Jefus therefore perceived that they would 
come and take him by force, to make him a king, he 
depirted again into a mountain himfelf alone. 

16 And when even.was xow come, his difciples went 
down unto the fea, 

17 And entered into a fhip, and went over the fea 
toward Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jefus 
was not come to them. 
re 18 And the fea arofe by reafon of a great wind that 

ew. 

19 So when they had rowed about five and twenty 
or thirty furlongs, they fee Jefus walking on the fea, 
and drawing nigh unto the ihip: and they were afraid. 

20 But he faith unto them, Jt is 1; be not afraid. 

2t Then they willingly received him into the fhip: 
and immediately the fhip was at the land whither they 
went. 

22 The day following, when the people which 
flood onthe other fide of the fea faw that there was none 
other boat there, fave that one whercinto his difciples 
were entered, and that Jefus went not with his difciples 
into the boat, but zat his difciples were goneaway alone; 

23 (Howbeit there came other boats from Tiberias 
nigh unto the place where they did eat bread, after that 
the Lord had given thanks :) 

24 When the people therefore faw that Jefus was 
not there, neither his difciples, they alfo took fhipping, 
and came to Capernaum, feeking for Jefus. 2". * 

_ 25 And when they had found him on the other fide 
of the fea, they faid unto him, Rabbi, when cameft 
‘thou hither? 

26 Jefus anfwered them and faid, Verily, verily, I fay 
unto you, Ye feek me, not becaufe ye faw the miracles, 
but becaufe ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. 

27 Labour not for the meat which perifheth, but 
for that meat which endureth unto everlafting life, 
which the Son of man fhall give unto you: for him 
hath God the Father fealed. 

28 Then faid they unto bim, What fhall we do, that 
we might work the works of God? 

29 Jefus anfwered and faid unto them, This is the 
work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath fent. 
’ 309] They faid therefore unto him, What fign fheweft 
thou then, that we may fee, and believe thee? what 
doft thou work? 

31 Our fathers did eat manna in the defert; as it is 
written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat. 

32 Then Jefus faid unto them, Verily, verily, I fay 
unto you, Mofes gave you not that bread from heaven ; 
but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 

33 For the bread. of God is he which cometh down 
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 

34 Then 


and the defire to be applauded and approved of by men, are the 
greateft impediments to faith and falvation. 
COMMENTARY an» NOTES on CHAP. VI. 

15 When Fejus therefore, &c.} The carnal Jews were ignorant 
that his kingdom was to be of a fpiritual nature: but Chrift, know~- 
ing that he was to die for the fins of a guilty world, evaded their 
defign. 3 

* Him hath God the Father fealed.| Him hath God commiffioned 
to give that cverlafting life. 

33 The bread of God is be, &c.J The true bread is of a fpiritual 
nature, and is that which God has fent down from heaven, to nourifh 
mens fouls with divine knowledge and goodnefs, to eternal life and 
happinefe; even his Son Jefus Chri. 

gi §3 Excepe 
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Anid- 
DOMINE 
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Chryft declareth himfelf to be the bread of life. 






34 Then faid they unto him, Lord, evermore give 
us this bread. - © . : 
35 Atid fefus fsid unto them, I am the bread of life: 
he that cometh to me fhall never hunger ; and he that 
believeth ofi-me fhall never chirlt. 

36 But 4-{4id vnto you, That ye alfo have feen me, 
and believe not. 

" 27'All that the Father giveth me fhall’come to me; 
and him that cometh’ to-me I will in no wife calt out. 

- 38 For I caine dewn from heaven, not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that fent me. . 

9 Ahd this is the Father’s will which hath fent me, 
that of all which he-hath given me I fhould lofe no- 
thing, but fhould raifé it up again at the laft day. 

40 And this is the will of him that fent me, that 
every one which feeth the Son, and believeth on him, 
may have everlafting lite: and I will raife him up at 
the laft day. 

41 The Jews then murmured at him, becaufe he 
faid, lam the bread which came down from heaven. 

42 And they faid, Is not this Jefus, the fon of Jofeph, 
whofe father and mother we know? how is it then 
that he faith, l1came down from heaven? 

43 Jefus therefore anfwered and faid unto them, 
Murmur not among yourfelves. 

44 No man can come to me, except the Father which 
hath fent me draw him: and I will raife him up at-the 
laft'day. 

* 45 It is written in the prophets, And they fhall be 
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath 
heard and hath learned of the Vather, cometh unto me. 

46 Not that any man hath feen the Father, fave he 
which is of God, he hath feen the Father. 

47 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that belicveth 
on me hath everlatting life. : 

*-48 I am that bread of life. : 
"a9 Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderncfs, 
and are dead. 

50 This is the bread which cometh down from hea- 
ven, that a man may eat thereof, and not dic. 

51] am the living bread which came down from 
heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he fhall live for 
ever; and the breacl that I will give is my fleth, which 
1 will give for the life of the world. 

52 The Jews therefore ftrove among themfelves, fay- 
ing, How can this man give us Ais flefh to eat? 

53 Then Jelus faid unto them, Verily, verily, I fay 
unto you, Excépt ye eat the Meth of the Son of man, 
and drink Wis blood, ye have no'life in'you. 

54 Whofo-eatéth my fieth, ahd drinketh my blood, 


hath eternal life; and 1 will rdifehim up at the laft day. | 


55 For ED 
drink indeed. 

56. He that eateth my flefh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me, and Tin him. ‘ 

57 As the living Father hath fent me, and J live by 
the Father: fo he that eateth me, even hefhall live by me. 

58 This is that bread which came down from heaven: 


flefh is meat indeed, and my blood ‘is 


not as your fathers did eat manna, and are dead: he , 


that eateth of this bread fhall live for ever. _ 


59 Thefe things faid heinthefynagogue, as hetaught . 


in Capernaum. oak 
60 4|-Many therefore of his difciples, when they had 
heard this, {faid, This is an hard faying; whocan hear it? 
“61°When Jefus knew in ‘himfelf that his difciples 


murmured: at'it, he faid unto them, Doth this offend | 


you? 


62 What and if ye fhall féc the Son of man afcend — 


up where he was before? - 


prensa tes SS, 

59 Except ye eat the fic/b, &¢.] ~ Except ye be vitally united to 
tie'by a ony aicfand mates of my doétrine, and partake of the 
merit of that facrifice which I thall ofer for the fins of the world, 
and continue in the communion of my religion, and receive fpiritual 
nourifhment by the conftant ‘participation of the means of grace, which 
Z fhuli procure for you by. my death, ye can never attain eternal life. 


; Generau Rerrecrions on Chap, VI. 
Since our Lord has told us fo plainly, that he himfelf is this heavenly 


&. JOHN. 











He goeth fecretly io Ferufalem, 


Pa ate me ae 


oh 
63 Ic is the fpirit that quickeneth; the Mefh profireth 


nothing: the words that 1 fpeak unto you, they are 


fpirit, and they are life. 
64 But there are fome of you that believe not. For 


Jeius knew from the beginning who they were that 


believed not, and who fhould betray him. 
65 And he faid, Therefore faid I unto you, that no 


. man can come unto me, except it were given unto him 
? 


of my Father. 

664 From that time many of his difciples went back, 
and walked no more with him. 

67 Then faid Jefus unto the twelve, Will ye alfo go 
away? 

68 Then Simon Peter anfwered him, Lord. to whom 
fhall we go? thou hait the words of eternal life. 

69 -ind we believe and are fure that thou are that 
Chrift, the Son of the living God. 

jo Jefus anfwered them, Have not I chofen you 
tweclye, and one of you is a devil ? 

71 He fpake of Judas Meariot he fox of Simon; for 


: heit was that fhould betray him, being oneot thetwelve, 


CHAP. VIL 
1. Fefus reproveth his kinfmen: 10 goeth up to the feat ¢ 
tabernacles: 14 teacheth in the temple. go Devers 
opinions concerning him. 45 The Phurifees are anges, 
and chide Nicodemus. 
PLTER thefe things Jefus walked in Galilee: for 
he would not wall in Jewry, becaufe the Jews 
fought to kill him. . 

2 Now the Jews’ feafl of tabernacles was at hand. 

3 His brethren therefore faid unto him, Depart 
hence, and go into Judea, that thy difcipies alio may 
fee the works that thon doeft. 

4 For there 7s no man that doeth any thing in feerct, 
and he himfelf feeketh to be known openly. If thou 
do thefe things, fhew thyfclf ta the world. 

5 For neither dia his brethren believe in him. 

6 Then Jefus faid unto them, My time is not yet 
come: but your time is alway ready. 

7 The world cannot hate-you.3 -—bugyme it hateth, 
becanle I teflify of ir, that the works gtercof are evil. 

8 Go ye up unto this feait: | gomot up yet unta 
this feaft; for my time is not yet full come. 

g When he had faid thefe words unto them, he 


F abode //i// in Galilee. 


10 But when his brethren were gone up, then wert 
he alfo up.unto the feait, net openly, but as it were in 
fecrer. : aes 

13 ¥ Then,the Jews fouglit him at the feaft, and 
faid, Where is he? “ , 

12 And there was much murmuring among the peo- 
ple concerning him: for fomefaid, Fie isa good man: 
others faid, Nay; but ‘he decciveth: the pegple. 

13 Howbeit no. man-fpake openly of him, for fear 
of thé Jews, ie ok 

14 4 Now about the midft of the. feat Jefus went 


F up into the temple, :and taught. . 


15 And the Jews marvelkd, frying, How knowe-h 


jy this man Jetters, having never learned? 


16 Jefus anfjvered them, and faid, My docirine is 
not mine, but his that fent me. 

17 If any man will do his wil, -he fhall know of the 
deétrine, whether.it be of God,. or whether I fpeak of 


p myfelf. . 


18 He. that fpceaketh of jhimfelf feeketh his own 


| glory: but he that feeketh bis glory that fent him, the 


jame is true, and no unrightcou!nefs is in him. 
19 Did not Mofes give you the law, and ye/ none of 
you keepcth the law? Why go ye about to kill me? 
20 ‘Vhe 


et nent rere SR eee Er 
. bread, and that this fpiritual food of the foul is only to he found 
in him and in his gofpel, Jet us befeech him to give us ulways oF 
that bread, and receive this mark of his favour with grateful ami 
. obedient hearts. 
COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. VIL. 

17 Lf any man will do his ceil. &e.] When the mind is brought 
into a difpofition to obey the pofpel, it becomes by degrees enlightened 
by grace, and is at length convinced of the true narure and infinite 
importance of the doctrines and precepts of divine revclation. 5 
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Chrift teacheth in tie temple. CHAP. VUIL. He letteth the acuttre/s go uncondemned. 
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21 Jefus anfwered and fiict unto them, I have done 
one work, and ye all marvel. 

22 Motes therefore gave unto you circumcifion; 
(not becaufe it is of Mofes, but of the fathers ;) and ye 
on the fabbath day circumcife a man. 

23 Ifa man onthe fabbath day receive circumcifion, 
that the law of Moles fheuld not be broken; are ye 
angry at me, hecaufe | have made a man every whit 
whole on the fabbath day ? 

24 Judge not according to the appearance, but judge 
righteous judgment. 

25 Then faid fome of them of Jerufalem, Is not this 
he, whom they feek to kill? 

26 But, lo, he fpeaketh boldly, and they fay nothing 
unto him. Doche rulers knowjindeed that this is the 
very Chrift. | 

27 Wowbcit we know this man whence heis: but 
when Chrift cometh, no man Enoweth whence he is. 

28 Then cried Jefus in the temple as he taught, fay- 
ing, Ye both know me, and ye know whence | am: and 
I am net come of myfelf, but he that fent me is true, 
whom ye know not. 

29 But I know him: for I am from him, and he hath 
fent me. 

30 § Then they fought totake him: but no man 
Jaid hands on him, becaufe his hour’ was not yet come. 

' 21 :And many of the people believed on him, and 
faid, When Chrift cometh, will he do more miracles 
than thefe which this man hath done? 

32 The Pharifees heard that the people murmured 
fuch things concerning him ; and the Pharifees and the 
chief prielts fent officers to take him. ; 

33 Q Then faid Jefus unto them, Yet a little while 
am I with you, and then I go unto him that fent me. 

34 Ye fhall feck me, and fhall not find me: and where 
Tam, thither ye cannot come. 

35 Then faid the Jews among themfelves, Whither 
will he go, that-we thall not find him? will_he go unto 
thedifperfed ambitig the Gentiles, and tcach the Gentiles? 

36 What manner of faying is this that he faid, Ye 
Shall feck me, and fhall not find me: and where I am, 
thither ye cannot come ? 

37 Inthe laft day, that great day of the feaft, Jefus 
fiood and cried, faying, If any man thirft, let him 
come unto me, and drink. 

38 He that believeth on me, as the fcripture hath 
faid, out of his belly fhall flow rivers of living water. 

39 (But this fpake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believe on him fhould reccive: for the Holy Ghoft was 
not yet given; becaufe that Jefus was not yet glorified.) 

40 J Many of the people therefore, when they heard 
this faying, faid, Of a truth this is the Propher. 

4t Others faid, This is the Chrift. But fome faid, 
Shall Chrift come out of Galilee? 

42 Hath not the fcripture faid, That Chrift cometh 
of the feed of David, and out of the town of Bethle- 
hem, where David was? 

43 So there was a divifion among the people becanfe 


-of him. 


44 And fome of them would have taken him; but 
azo man laid hands on him. 

45 | Then came the oflicers to the chief priefts and 
Pharifees; and they faid unto them, Why have ye not 
brought him? ° : 

46 The ollicers.anfwered, Nevcr man fpake like 
this man. 





28 Ye both knoaw me, &c.} Some commentators prefer this reading, 
Do ye both know me, and whenee Iam? 1 am not come of mytelf, &c. 
38 Out of his belly, &c.] From his mind, or heart. 


46 Never man fpake like this man.{ This honourable teftimony of 


the officers concerning our Lord, fhews that fomething in his difcourfe 
powerfully affected their minds. 


Generat Rerrections on Chap. VIL. 


Let us gather from hence, that it fhould be our conflant aim to know 
experimentally the doctrine of Jefus Chrift, and to difcover the truth 





48 Hlave any of the rulers or of the Pharifees be- 
lieved on him? 

49 Butthis people who knoweth notthelawarecurfed. 

50 Nicodemus faith unto them, (he that came to 
Jefus by night, being one of them,) 

51 Doth our law judge any man, before it hear him, 
and know what he doeth? 

52 They anfwered and faid unto him, Art thou alfo 
of Galilee? Search, and look: tor out of Galilee arifeth 
no prophet. : 

53 Andevery man went unto his own houfe. 

CHAP. VIL. 

1 Chrift delivereth the woman taken in adultery: 12 he 
declareth himfelf the light of the world, and juflifieth 
bis doctrine. 

ESUS went unto the mount of Olives. 

2 And early in the morning he came again into the 
temple, and all the people came unto him; and he fat 
down and taught chem. 

3 And the fcribes and Pharifees brought unto him 
a woman taken in adevltery; and when they had fet 
her in the mict't, 

4 Uhey fay unto him, Mafter, this woman was taken 
in adultery in the very act. 


5s Now Mofes in the law commanded us, that fuch 


fhould be floned: but what fayeft thou? - 
.6 Vhis they faid, temptin'g him, that they might 


have toactufehim. But Jefus toopeddown, and with dis: 
finger wrote on the ground, as though hé bearad-them nots: 


7 Sowhen they continued afking him, he lifted up 
himfelf, and faid unto them, He that is without fin 
among you, let him firft caft a Mone at her. -- 


8 And again he ftooped down, and wrote on the’ 


ground. 

9 And they which heard 7, being convicted by their 
own conicience, went out one by one, brginning at the 
eldeft, even unto the laft: and Jefus was left alone, and 
the woman ftanding in the midit. 

to When Jecfus had lifted up himflf, aad faw none 


but the woman, he faid unto her, Woman, whereare’ 


thofe thine accufers? hath:no man condemned thee? 
11 She faid, No man, Lord. 


am the light of the world: he that’ followeth ‘mic fliall 
not walk in darknefs; but fhall have" the light of life. 

13 Vhe Pharifees therdfore faid unt “hin; Yhou 
beareft record of thyfelf;- thy record is not'true.’- 

14 Jefus anfwered and faid unto‘ them, Though I 
bear record of myéelf, yet my record is trué? for I know 
whence 1 came, and whither. Igo; but ye caador-tell 
whence Il come, and whither I go. , oF. 

15 Ye judge after the fefh; I judge no man... 

16 And yetif Ijudge, my judgment is true? for I 
am not alone} bur I and the Tather that fent me. 

17 Itisalfo written in ‘your law, that‘the tetimony 
of two men is true. : ee 

18 Il am one that bear witnefs of my feif, Mind the 


Father that fent me beareth, witnefs.of me. © >! 


1g Thien faid they unto-him, Where is thy Father? 
Jefus anfwered, Yd neithet know me, nor my Father : 


if ye had krrown ine, ye fhould have known my Father 


alio. : 

20 Thefé words fpake Jcfus in the treafury, as he 
taught in the temple: and no man laid hands on him; 
for his ‘hour was’ not yet come. | 


aise 


- at Then 


a 
_ and beauty thereof; but it is 2Ho 2 lamentable truth, that-the.moit 


* intelligent and’ confiderable people are often lefs difpofed,. than the 
mean and fintple, to receive the gofpel,. becaufe they are. governed 
__ by their paffions, and blinded by pride and prejudice. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. VIL 
12 1 am the light of the world, &c.] Whofoever believes and follows 
my dostrime, fhail not rémain under any uncertainty concerning the ways 


* of falvation, but fhall have a fufficient knowledge of ali things neevflary 


to cternal life. ‘ , 
34 WV bgever 
3 


faid, d. AndJefus faid unto: 
| her, Neither do I cohdemin-thee:: go, atid fin no more. 
12 4{ Then fpake Jefuis again- unto them, ‘faying, E 


Anno =. 20. The people antwered and faid, Thou haft a devil: 47 Then anfwered them the Pharifces, Are ye alfo Anno 
a who goeth about to kill thee ? deceived ? eee 
2. 32. 


Chrift confuteth the Fecus boafting of Abraham. 8. JOHN. 


__ Anna 
DOMINI 


gz. 


21 Then faid Jefus again unto them, I go my way, 
and ye fhall feek me, and {hall die in your fins: whi- 
ther I go, ye cannot come. : 

22 Then faid the Jews, Will he kill himfelf? be- 
caufe he faith, Whither 1 go, ye cannot come. 

_ 23 And he faid unto them, Ye are from beneath ; 
Iam from above: ye are of this world; I am not of 
this world. : 

24.1 faid therefore unto you, that ye fhall die in 
your fins: for if ye believe not that I am se, ye fhall 
die in your fins. 

25 Then faid they unto him, Who art thou? And 
Jefus faith unto them, Even tse fame that I faid unto 
you from the beginning. 

26 | have many things to fay and to judge of you: 
but he that fent me is true; and I fpeak to the world 
thofe things which I have heard of him. 

27, They underfiood not that he fpake to them of 
the Fathcr. 

28 Then faid Jefus unto them, When ye have lifted 
up the Son of man, then fhall ye know that Tam Ze, 
and that I do nothing of myfelf; but as my Father 
hath taught me, I fpeak thefe things. / 

29 And hethat fent me is with mc; the Father hath 
not left me alone; for I do always thole things that 
pleafe him. 

3 go As he fpake thefe words, many believed on 
im,” 

3r4] Then {aid Jefus to thofe Jews which believed 
on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my 
difciples indeed; 

32 And ye fhall know the truth, and the truth fhall 
make you free. 

33 They anfwered him, We be Abraham’s feed, 
and were never in bondage to any man: how fayeft 
thou, Ye fhall be made free ? 

34 Jefus anfwered them, Verily, verily, I fay unto 
you, Whofoever committeth fin is the fervant of fin. 

35 And the fervant abideth not in the houfe for ever: 
bui the Son abideth ever. 

- 36 If the Son therefore fhall make you free, ye fhall 
be free indeed. 

37 1 know that ye are Abraham’s feed; but ye feek 
to kill me, becaufe my word hath no place in you. 

’ 381 {peak that which I have feen with my Father: 
and ye do that which ye have feen with your father. 

39 They anfwered and faid unto him, Abraham is 
our father. Jefus faich unto them, If ye were Abra- 
ham/’s children, ye would do the works of Abraham. 

4° But now ye feek to killme, a man that hath told 
you the truth, which I have heard of God: this did 


. not Abraham. 


41 Ye do the deeds of your father. Then faid they 
to him, We be not born of fornication; we have one 
Father, ever God. 

42 Jefus faid unto them, If God were your Father, 
ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and came 
from God; neither came I of myfelf, but he fent me. 

43 Why do ye not underftand my fpeech? even be- 
caufe ye cannot hear my word. 

44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lufts of 
your father ye willdo. He was a murderer from the 
-beginning, and abode not in the truth, becaufe there 
is no truth in him. When he fpeaketh a lie, he fpeaketh 
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

45 And becaufe I tell you the truth, ye belieye me 
not. : 
46 Which of you conviuceth me of fin? Andif I 
fay the truth, why do ye not believe mc? 





34 Whofeever committeth fin, &c.] We who knows the truth and is 
led by it, fhall be free from the fervitude of fins for there cannot be a 
greater flave than he who is fubje& to his lufts. . 7 

56 Your father Abrabam rejoiced, &¢.] The original fignifies, He 
earneftly defired, &c. 

General Rerrectrions on Chap. VIII. 

When we have the happinefs of knowing Chrift, and believing in him, 

jt will then be our peculiar mercy to perfevere in the truth, and 





47 He that is of God heareth God’s werds; 
therefore hear tem not, becaute ye are not of God. 

48 J Then anfwered the Jews, and faid uuto him, ” 
Say we not well chat thou arta Samaritan, and has a 
devil? 

49 Jefus anfwered, I have nota devil; but I honour 
my Father, and ye do difhonour me. 

so And I feek not mine own glory: there is one 
thac feeketh and judgeth. 

5t Verily, verily, 1 fay unto you, If a man 
my faying, he fhall never fee death. 

. §2 Then faid the Jews unto him, Now we know that 
thou hafta devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; 
and thou fayeft, If a man keep my faying, he fhall 
never tafte of death. : 

53 Art thou greater than our father Abraham, 
which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom 
inakeft thou thyfelf? : 
_ 54 Jefus anfwered, If I honour myfelf, my honour 
Is nothing: itis my Tather thie’ hoyourcth me; of 
whom ye fay, that he is your God: # 

55 Yet yehave not known “hin, but I know him: 
and if I fhould fay, I know him not, J fhall be a diar 
like unto you: but I know him, and keep his (aying. 

56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to fee my day: 
and he faw 7, and was clad. ° 

57 Then faid the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet 
fifty years old, and haft thou feen Abraham ? 

58 Jefus faid unto them, Verily, verily, I fay unto 
you, Before Abraham was, I am. 

59 Then took they up itenes to caft at him: bue 
Jefus hid himéelf, and went out of the temple, going 
through the midit of them, and fo paffed by. 

CHAP. IN. 

1 Aman that was born blind receiveth firht: 8 be is brs 
to the Pharifees: 13 they are cffended at it, and exccin- 
munzecte him: 35 but beis received of Fefus. 

ND as Fefus pafled by, he faw a man, which was 
blind from is birth. 

2 And his difciples aflked him, faying, Mafler, who 
did fin, this man, or his parcnts, that he was born 
blind ? 

3 Jefus anfwered, Neither hath this man finned, nor 
his parents: but that the works of God thould be 
made manifeft in him. 

4 1 muft work the works of him that fent me, 
while itis day : the night cometh, when no man can 
work, 

5 Aslong as Iam in the world, 1 am the light of 
the world, 

6 When he had thus fpoken, he fpat on the ground, 
and made clay of the fpittle, and he anointed the eves 
of the blind man with the clay, 4 

7 And faid unto him, Go, wafh in the pool of Si- 
loam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his 
way therefore, and wafhed, and came feeing. 

8 YJ The neighbours therefore, an! they which be- 
fore had feen him that he was biind, faid, Is nor this 
he that fat and begged ? 

9 Some faid, Thisis he: others /2id, fic is like him: 
but he faid, I am de. 

1o Therefore faid they unto him, How were thine 
eyes opened ? 

11 He anfwered and faid, A man thatis called Jefus 
made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and faid unto me, 
Go to the pool of Siloam, and. wafii: and I went and 
wathed, and I received fight. 

12 Then faid they unto him, Where is he? He faid, 
Iknow not. 


ye 


keep 






13 9j They 


adhere to it; which if we do, we fhall really be Chril’s difciptes, 
and enjoy that true liberty of the children of God which confill, ia 
being delivered from the boodage of fin, that we may glorify cur 
God and Saviour in ail things. 


COMMENTARY arv NOTES on CHAP. IN. 
3 Neither bath this man finned, Sc.) Ivis nex becanfe he hath finned. 
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The Pharifees examine him that was blind. 


13 4 They brought tothe Pharifees him that afore- 
‘ time was blind. 

14 And it was the fabbath day when Jefus made 
the clay, and opened his eyes. 

15 Then again the Pharifees alfo afked him how he 
had received his fight. He faid unto them, He put 
clay upon mine eyes, and I wafhed, and do fec. 

16 Therefore faid fome of the Pharifees, This man 
is not of God, becaufe he Keepeth nut the fabbath day. 
Others faid, How can a man that isa finner do fuch 
miracles? And there was a divifion among them. 

17 They fay unto the blind man again, What fayeft 
thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He faid, 
He is a prophet. 

18 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, 
that he had been blind, and received his fight, until 
they called the parents of him that had received his 
fight. 

"19 And they afked. them, faying, Is this your fon, 

who ye fay was barn blind? how then doth he now fee? 

zo His parents‘anfwered them and faid, We know 
that this is our fod, and ihat he was born blind: 

et But by what medins he now feeth, we Know not; 
or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of 
age; afk him: he {hall tpeak for himfelf. 

22 hele words fpake his parents, becaufe they 
fearcd the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that 
if any man did confefg that he was Chrift, he fhould 
be put out of the fynagogue. 

23 Therefore {aid his parents, He is of age; afk him. 

24 Then again called tney the man that was blind, 
and faid unto him, Give God the praife : we know 
that this man is a dinner. 

25 He anfwercd and faid, Whether he bea finner 
er no, | know not: one thing 1 know, that, whercas 
i was born lind, now I fee. ° 

26 Then faid they to him again, What did he to 
thee? how opened he thine eyes? 

e7 He anfwered them, I have told you already, and 
ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear 7# again? 
will ye alfo be His difciptes? ; 

28 Then they reviled him, and faid, Thou art his 
difciple ; but we are Motes’ difciples. 

2g We know that God {pake unto Mofes: as for 
this fellow, we know not from whence he is. 

20 The man anfwered and faid unto them, Why 
herein is a marvellous thing, that ye know nor from 
whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. 

31 Now we know that God heareth not finners: 
but if any man bea worthipper of God, and doeth his 
will, him he heareth. 

32 Since the world began was it not heard that any 
man opencd the eyes of une that was born blind. 

It this man were not of God, he could do nothing. 

34 « They anfwered and faid unto him, Thou waft 
altogether born in fins, and doit thon teach us? And 
they caft him out. ; 

359 Jefus heard that they had caft him out; and 
when he had found him, he faid unto him, Doft thou 
believe on the Son of God ? 

36 He anfwered and faid, Who is he, Lord, that 
I might believe on him? . 

37 And Jefus faid unto him, Thou haft both feen 
him, and it is he that talketh with thee. 
38 And he faid, Lord, I believe. 

fhipped him. 


And he wor- 


a Ran 
17 He faid, He is a@ propket.] 1 fuppofe he muft needs be a prophet : 
for fuch a cure as this cannot be the effect either of accident or fill. 
28 We are Mofs’ dfeiptes.} Hereby they craftily, but maficioufly 
and falfely infinuated, that there was fuch an oppofition between Mofes 
and Jefus, that it was impoffible for the fame perfons to be the difciples 
of both. Their pactiality here was unpardonable. . 
34 They caff him aut.) They excommunicated him. 
Ai Your fx remaineth.) That is, You ftand moft clearly and in- 
excufably convidted of it. a 
Gienernat Rervections on Chap. IX, 
From the hiftory of the blind man, we perceive, that our Lord re- 
ecives with goodnefs fuch as are humble and teachable, though per- 
Secuted by the world, and grants them new gifts and graces; whilit 


3¢ 


CHAP. X. 






this world, that they which fee not might fee; 

that they which fee might be made blind. 

40 And /fome of the Pharifces which were with him 
heard thefe words, and {aid untohim, Are we blind alfo? 

4! Jefus faid unto them, If ye were blind, ye fhonld 
have no fin: but now ye fay, We fee; therefore your 
fin remaineth. 

CHAP. X. 

1 Chrift the door, and good foepherd. 19 Divers cpinions 
of him. 24 He proveth that heis Chrift, the Son of God : 
39 efcapeth the Ferws 40 and gocth bevond Jordan. 

ERLLY, verily, I fay unto you, He that en. 
tereth not by the door into the fheepfold, but 
climbeth up fome other way, the fame is a thief and 

a robber. 

2 But he that entereth in by the door is the fhepherd 
of the fheep. 

3 To him the porter openeth; and the fheep hear 
his voice: and he calleth his own fheep by name, and 
leadeth them out. 

4 And when he putteth forth his own fheep, he go- 
eth before them, and the fheep follow him: for they 
know his voice. 

5 And a /tranger will they not follow, but will fice 
from him: for they know not the vaice of ftrangers. 

6 This parable {pake Jefus unto them: but they 
underftood not what things they were which h¢fpake 
unto them. : 

7 Then faid Jefus unto them again, Verily, verily, 
I fay unto you, lam the door of the il.esp. 

8 All that cvcr came before me are thieves and rob- 
bers: but the theep did not hear them. 

9 lamthe door: by mcif any man enter in, he fhall 
be faved, and ihall go in and out, and find pafture. 

10 The thief cometh not but for to {feal, and to kill, 
and to deftroy: Iam come that they might have life, 
and that they might have 7/ more abundantly. 

11 Tam the good fhepherd: the good fhepherd 
giveth his life for the fheep. 

12 But-he that is an hireling, and not the fhepherd, 
whofe own the fheep are not, feeth the wolf coming, 
and leaveth the fheep, and flceth: and the wolf catch- 
eth them, and feattereth the fheep. 

13 The hireling flecth, becaufe he is an kireling, and 
careth not for the fheep. 

14 lam the good thepherd, and know my /leep, 
and am known of mine. 

15 As the Father knoweth me, even fo know I the 
Father: and I lay down my life for the fheep. 

16 And other fheep I have, which are not ef this 
fold: them alfo I mutt bring, and they fhall hear my 
voice; and there fhall be one fold and one fhepherd. 

17 Therefore doth my Father love me, becaufe I 
lay down my life, that 1 might take ic again. 

18 No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down 
of myfelf. I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again. This commandment have f 
received of my Father. 

19 § There was a divifion therefore again among 
the Jews for thefe fayings. 

20 And many of them faid, He hath a devil, and is 
mad; why hear ye him? 

21 Others faid, Thefe are not the words of him that 
hath a devil. Cana devil open the eyes of the blind & 

22 J And 





thofe who are conceited of themfelves, and obftinately contemn the 
truth when itis offered ro them, remain in their unbelief, and perith 
in their darknefs and rebellion. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. X, 

1 He that entereth not by the dor, &e.) Whofoever initructs the 
people in any other way than what God has appointed, is an enemy, 
and hinderer of men’s falvation. ‘ . 

4 1 am the door of the fxep-]  Chrift_is the only way of falvation: 
by faith in hias, we enter into the fheepfold of his church, ’ 

16 Other fixep 1 have, Sc.) Namely, the elt among the Gentiles, 
who being joined together in holy communian and fellowfhip, fall 
with the Jewifh church become one fold under the great thepherd, 
Chrift Jefus. 


gk 28 Neither 


Chrift is the good fhepherd. 


39 | And Jefus faid, For judgment 1 am come into Anno 
“nd nee { 


date wept dtanteets recive: 


 Chrift alferteth his anil ty with the Father. 





Anno 
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22 S| And it was at Jerufalem the feaft of the dedi- 
cation, and it was winter, 

23 And Jefus walked in the temple in Sclomon’s 
porch. 

24 Then came the Jews round about him, and faid 
unto him, [low Jong doft thou make us to doubt? 
Vf thou be the Chrift, tell us plainly. 

2§ Jefus anfwered them, I told you, and ye be- 
lieved not: the works that Ido in my Father’s name, 
they bear witnefs of me. 

26 But ye believe not, becaufe ye are not of my 
fheep, as [ faid unto you. 

27 My fheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: 

28 And I give unto them eternal life; and they 
Shall never perifh, neither fhall any max pluck them 
out of my hand. 

29 My Father, which gave them mc is greater than 
all; and no wan is able to pluck tem out of my Fa- 
ther’s band. 

30 [and my Father arc one. 

304 Uhen the Jews took up ftones again to ftone him. 

32 Jefus anfwered them, Many good works have I 


fhewed you from my Father; for which of thofe works 


do ye ftone me? 


33 The Jews anfwered him, faying, Fora good work ] 
we ftone thee not; but for blatphemy; and becaufe } 


that thou, being a inan, makeft thyfelf God. 


34 Jefus anfwered them, Is it not written in your | 


law, I faid, Ye are gods? 


35 If he called them gods, unto whom the word of 


God came, and the feripture cannot be broken; 

36 Say yeof him, whom the lather hath fanctified, 
and fent into the world, Thou blafphemelt; becanfe 1 
faid, Jam the Son of God? 

37 If 1 do not the works of my Father, believe 
me not, 


88 But if Ido, thongh ye believe not me, believe } 


the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the 


Father 7s in me, and Pin him. 
39 Therefore they fought again to take him: but 
he efcaped out of their band, 


4p And went away again beyond Jordan into the | 


plaice where John at firft baptized , and there he abode. 
41 And many reforred unto him, and faid, John 

did no miracle: but all things that John fpake of this 

anan were true, 

42 And many believed en him there. 
CHAP. XI. 

a Lazarus raifid. 45 Many Fews bclicve. 47 The high 
priefts and Phaiijees gather a council againft Chrife. 
49 Caiaphas prophefieth. 

VOW a certain man was fick, zamed Lazarus, 
N of Bethany, the town of Mary and her fifier 
Martha, 

2 (le was that Mary which anointed the Lord with 
cintment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whofe 
brother Lazarus was fick. ) 


3 Therefore his Gers fent unto him, faying, Lord, | 


behold, he whom thou loveft is fick. 

4 When Jefus heard that, he faid, This ficknefs is 
not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son 
of God might be glorified thereby. 

5 ivaw jefus loved Martha, and her filter, and La- 
zarus. 

6 When he had heard therefore that he was fick, he 
abode two days fiill in the fame place where he was. 








28 Nether wail any wan plack tinm cut of my Laud.) Chritt, whofe 
power is infinite, bereby engages to guard his people from every 


pQuult and danger from theie fpirirual enemies, ll he brings them ro § 
2 L 3 


heeven. 
20 7 ax! ap Father eve ca. This plainly demonfirates the God. 
lead of Chrit, ‘ 
Greernant Rerrecrians on Chap. XN. ; 
Faeus thankfully meditate on this infinite love of Chrift, our good 


fhepkerd, who fo tenderly loved his fi.eep as to fuffer death for them ; 
and how great an happinefs it isto be of the number of thofe for | 


wham he has obtained everlafting life. 
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i o7 Then after that faich 
into Judca again. 

3 Hrs dilciples fay unto him, Ma fier, the Jone cf Ines 
fought to ftone thee; and gocit thou thitha ati? 

9 Jefus anfwered, Are there noc twelve hours in the 
day? If any man walk in the day, he Humdie:h nos 
becanfe he feeth the Heht of this word ° 

> . we Te. S i. . =! 7 

10 But if a man wails in the night, he furmbhen, 
becaute there is no light in him. 

11 Thefe things faid he: and after that he faith 
unto them, Our fitend Layarns Ucepeth ; bor 2 oxo 
that 1 may awake him out o} fleep. er 

12 Then faid his difeiples, Lerd, if he fieep, he fi. 
do we}). 

13 Hewbcit Jefirs fpake of his death: bue they 
thought that he had {fpoken of taking of refi ja Beup. 

14 Vhen faid Jefus unto them plainly, Lauarns is 
dead. 

15 And Tam glad for your fekes thae I was nv, - 
to the intent ye may believe; 
unto him. 

16 Then faid Thomas, which is called Didynius, 
unto his fellow difciples, Let us alfo go, that we ma 
die with him. y 

17 Then when Jefus came, he found that he had 
fain in the grave four days alicady. 

. - e 
18 Now Loahany was nigh unto 
fiftcen furlones wil: 

19 And many of the Jews camo to Martha and M4 
to comfort them concerning their Lather 

The fayele Ba, haset 7 

20, Then Martha, as foon asdhc heard that jefos 
was coming, went and met him: bur Mary dae if 
in the houie. , 

er Then faid 
been here, 


ix ae siepanis. 
He to gs Giciples, Let us ~n 
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Nev gee - 33 { 
Martha unto Jefus, Lord, if thou hadit 
my brouser had notd 


rect: 
afk of God, God will sive 7f thee. 

23 Jefus faith unto ker, Thy brother fal) rife again. 

24 Martha faith unto him, I know that he ft} rife 
again rae refurrcGiion at the laft day. 

25 Jefus fai ; oor j 
- 5 Je . a pues Ne ain the refurrection, and 
pa 7 lat believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet fliall he jive: 

26 And whofocver liveth and believeth in me fhall 
never dic. Delieveit thou this? 

27 She faith unto him, Yea, Lord: J believe that 
thou art the Chrift, the Son of Ged, which fhould 
come into the world, 

28 And when fhe had fo faid, fhe went her war, 
and called Mary her fitter {ecretly, faying, The Mafcir 
is come, and calleth for thee. 

29 As foon as fhe heard tat, fhe arofe quickly and 
came unto him. ‘ 

30 Now Jcfus was not yet come into the town, But 
was in that place where Martha met him. 

3t The Jews then which were with ber in the hon iy 
ard comforted her, when they faw Mary, that fhe role 
up haftily and went out, followed her, laying, She 
eth unto the grave to weep there. ‘ , 

32 Then when Mary was come where Jefus was, and 
faw him, fhe fell down at his feet, faying onto him, 
Lord, if thou hadit been here, my brother had rot died. 

33 When Jefus thercfore faw her weeping, and the 
Jews alfo weeping which came with her, he groaned 
in the fpirit, and was troubled, 

34 And faid, Where have ye laid him? They (id 
unto him, Lord, come and fee. fl 
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COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CigAl 


6 LHe abode tavo days pill, &e.] 
from the dead might “be inconteltilie. 










25 4 aot the nysrteciton and the fi: &o.}) Tam the ogg hor apd iver 
of dite, both prefent and tuture : pad as J hace Boers preg alt 
men at Taft to the judemeni, fo L iave aliv power ¢ ou Letmne 
foever E pleafe at preient. \ 

26 Sid mexer diry keg Which may more mrovcite bo oon esed 


Shall not die for ever. 
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22 But l know that even now, whatfoever thou wilt ap 
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Lazarus is raifed up again. 





fer 

Anno 35 Jefis wept. - 

ne 36 ‘Then faicd the Jews, Behold bow he loved him! 
e7 And fome of them faid, Could not this man, 


2 tual, unde 


ord 


which opencd the eves of the blind, have caufed that 
even this man fhould not have diced? 

38 Jefus therefore again groaning in himfelf cometh 
tothe grave. It was acave, and a ftone lay upon it. 

39 Jefus faid, Take ye away the ftonc. Martha, 
the filler of him that was dead, faith unto him, Lore, 
by this time he ftinketh: for he hath been dead four 
days. 

ie Jefus faith unto her, Said I ‘not unto thee, that, 
if thou wouldeft believe, thou fhouldett fee the glory 
of Ged? 

4t Then they took away the ftone from the place 
where the dead was laid. And Jcfus lifted up 4s eyes, 
and faid, Father, I thank thee chat thou haft heard me. 

42 And 1 knew that thou hearefl me always: but 
becaufe of the people whieh ftand by I faid zt, that 
they may believe that thou haft fent me. 

43 And when he thus had fpoken, he cried with a 
loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. 3 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand 
and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound 
about witha napkin. Jefus faith unto them, Loofe 
him, and let him go. 

45 Then miny of the Jews which came to Mary, 
and had feen the things which Jefus did, believed on 
him. 

49 But fome of them went their ways to the Phari- 
fees, and told them what things Jefus had done. 

47 { Yoen gathered the chief prieits and the Pha- 
rifees acouncil, and faid, What do we? for this man 
docth many miracles. 

8 LE we let him thus atone, all mer will believe on 
him: and che Romans fhall come and taixse away-both 
our piace and nation. 

429 And one of them, zawed Caiaphas, being the 
hich prictt that fame year, faid unto them, Ye know 
nothing at all. 

sp iter confider thit it is expedient for us. that 

eman faould die for the people, and that the whole 
perith not, 

3! And this fpake he not of himfelf: but being 
hinh prieft that ycar, he prophefied that Jefus fhould 
dic for that nation; 

g2 And not for that nation only, but that alfo he 
fhould gather together in one the children of God that 
were fcattered abroad. 

53 Then from that day forth they took counfel to- 
gether for to put him to death. 

g4 Jefus therefore walked no more openly among 
the Jews; but went thence unto a country near to the 
wildernefs, into a city called Ephraim, and there con- 
tinued with his difciples. 

55 ¥ And the Jews’ paflover was nigh at hand: and 
many went out of the country up to Jerufalem before 
the paffover to purify themfelves. 

56 Then fought they for Jefus, and fpake among 
themfelves, as they ftood in the temple, What think 
ye, that he will not come to the featft ? 

37 Now both the chief priefts and the Pharifees had 
given a commandment, that, if any man knew where 
he were, he fhould thew z¢, that they might take him. 

CHAP. XI, 
Scce of Fefus. 
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1 Mary anointetD tbe 


9 The people flock 





33 Fut avett. |} Very proBabiy the compafiionate Saviour lamented 
cis of fin, which had expofed mankind to temporal, fpiri- 
; and he might alfo be grieved at the perverfencfs 






« the'tatale 


&ghghiniideliey of rie je . : 
“A Luraivi + Surely this powerful voice muft over- 
whelm the by-fancs rs with inex preflible aftonifhment! Who would have 

thought but chat, as igiaifed Lazarus from natural death, it might have 
g : : : 

fd them from fphine)? Rut the enfe was far otherwife: the infidel 

ss feenid 1 : aly oldurate. and departed with enmity againft 

Jefe, and fizm!y refolved to oppofe him. 

Gexctrat Rivreetrioxs on Chap. Xi. 
From the flory of Layarus we may learn, that thofe whom God loves, 
& 
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to fee Lazarus : the chief priefis canfilt to kill hin. 12 











Mary anowaleth the fect of Fefus. 


“Anno 


Jelus rideth to Ferufalem: 23 be joretelleth bis dest, PONISI 


“HIEN Jefus fix days before the paffover came to 
Bethany, where Lazarus was which had bec: 
dead, whom he raifed from the dead. 

2 There they made him a fupper; and Martha 
ferved: but Lazarus was one of them that dat at the 
table with him. 

3 Then took Mary a pound of ointment of fpike- 
nard, very coftly, and anointed the fect of Jcfus, and 
wiped his feet with her hair: and the houfe was filled 
with the odour of the ointment. 

4 Then faith one of his cifciples, Judas Ifcariot, 
Simon’s fon, which fhould betray him, 

5 Why was not this ointment fold for three hundred 
pence, and given to the poor? 

6 This he faid, pot that he cared for the poor ; 
but becanufe he wasa thie’, and had the bag, and bare 
what was pu: therein. 

7 Then faid Jefus, Let her alone: againfi the day 
of my burying hath fhe keps this. 

8 For the poor always ye have with you; but me 
ye have not always. 

9 4 Much peopte of the Jews therefore knew that 
he was there: and they came not for Jefus’ fake only, 
but that they might fcc Lazarus alfo, whom he had 
raifed from the dead. 

10 But the chief pricfts confulted that they might 
put Lazarus alfo to death; 

11 Becaufe that by reafon of him many of the Jews 
went away, and believed on Jefus. 

12 9 On the next day much pesple that were come 
to the feait, when they heard that Jefus was coming 
to Jerufalem, 

13 Took branches of palm trees, and went forth to 
meet him, and cried, Hofanna: Bleffed 7s the king of 
Urael that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

14 And Jefus, when he had found a young afs, fat 
thereon ; as it is written, 

15 Wear not, daughter of Sion: behold, thy King 
cometh, fitting on an afs’s colt. 

16 Thefe things underftood not his difciples at the 
firft: but when Jefus was glorified, then remembered 
they that thefe things were written of him, and th.2é 
they had done thefe things unto him. 

17 The people theretore that was with him when 
he called Lazarus out of his grave, ana raiied him frou 
the dead, bare record. 

18 For this caufe the people alfo met him, for that 
they heard that he had done this miracle. 

19 The Pharifees therefore fiid among themfelves, 
Perceive ye how yc prevail nothing? behold, the wa:ld 
is gone after him. 

20 §[ And there were certain Grecks among thea 
that came up to worihip at the feati: 

21 The fame came therefore to Philip, which was 
of Bethfaida of Galilee, and defired him, faying, Sir, 
we would fee Jefus. 

22 Philip cometh and telieth Andrew: and again 
Andrew and Philip tell Jefus. 

23 4] And Jefus anfwered them, faying, The hour 
is come, that the Son of man fhould be glorified. 

24 Verily, verily, lfay unto you, Except a corn of 
wheat fall into the ground and dic, it abideth alone: 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruic. 

25 He that loveth his life thall lofe it; and be that 

hateth 
a 


he expofes to divers evils; he even delays to come to their alliftance 
but he thus deals with them, to the end thar his power and love mav 
appear more confpicuous in their deiiverance. From the conduct 

of the envious Jews, we fee that the moft illufrions miracle, without 

the grace of God, is infullicient to convince obftinate and hardened 

finners. 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. NIT 

5 Three bunidred pose, &C.) About 9/475. 64. Kom which cire 
cumftance we mav infer, the family of Lazarus were wealthy perfons. 

20 Certain Grek, Sc.} Perfons who were defeended from Giecian 
parents, and wed that langnage, but had forfaken the idolatry ef their 
anccitors, and divoted uiemichses to che Ged ot Ifiael. 
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Chrift_foretelleth the manner of his death. §S. JOHN. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
3- 
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hatcth his life in this world fhall keep it unto life eternal. 

26 Hf any man ferve me, Iet him follow me; and 
where Lam. there fhall alfo my fervant be: if any man 
ferve me, him will my Father honour. 

27 Now is my foul troubled; and what fhall I fay? 
Father, fave me from this hours but for this caufe 
came I unto this hour. 

28 Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a 
voice from heaven, /ayizg, IL have both glorified it, 
and will glorify /# again. 

29 The people therefore, that food by, and heard 
#, faid that it chundered: others faid, An angel {pake 
to him. 

30 Jefus anfwered and faid, This voice came not 
becaufe of me, but for your fakes. 

31 Now is the judgment of this world: now fhall 
the prince of this world be caft out. : 

92 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto me. 

23 This he faid, fignifying what death he fhould die. 

34 The people anfwered him, We have heard out 
of the law that Chrift abideth for ever: and how fayeft 
thou, The Son of man muft be lifted up? who is this 
Son of man? 

35 Then Jefus faid unto them, Yet a little while is 
the light with you. Walk while ye have the light, 
left darknefs come upon you: for he that walketh in 
darknefs knoweth not whither he gocth. 

36 While ye have light, believe in the light, that ye 
raay bethe children of light. Thefe things {pake Jefus, 
and departed, and did hide himfelf from them. 

a7 * But though he had done fo many miracles 
beiore them, yet they believed not on him: 

26 That the faying of Efaias the prophet might be 
fuiftled, which he ipake, Lord, who hath belicved 
our repcrt? and to whem hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed? 

39 Therefore they could not believe, becaufe that 
Effias faid again, 

40 He hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
heart ; that they fhould not fee with their eyes, nor 
underfiand with tHeir heait, and be converted, and I 
fhould heal them. 

4. Thefe things faid Efaias, when he faw his glory, 
and fpake of him. 

42 © Neverthelefs among the chief rulers alfo many 
believed cn him; but becaufe of the Pharifees they 
did nat confefs dim, leit they fhould be put out of the 
fynagogue : 

43 For they loved the praife of men more than the 
praide of God. 

44% Jefus cried and faid, He that believeth on me, 
believeth not on me, but on him that fent me. 

45 And he that feeth me feeth him that fent me. 

46 lamcomea light into the world, that whofoever 
believeth on me fhould not abide in darknefs. 

47 And if any man hear my words, and bclieve not, 
I judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, 
but to fave the world. 

48 Le that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, 
hath one thatjudgeth him: the word that I havefpokea, 
the fame fhall judge him in the laft day. . 

49 For Ll have not fpoken of myfelf; but the Father 
which fent me, he gave meacommandment, what I 
fhould fay, and what I fhould fpeak. 

so And | know that his commandment is life ever- 





37. 38 They belived uit in hin: that the faying of Taias, &c.] 
Their unbelief was the accomplifhment of Ifaiah’s prophecy: fince 
God had given them up, as he did Pharaoh, toa judicial blindnefs 
and hardnefs, 

47 LF any man hear my wirds, and beliewe not, &c.] fF men ob- 
ftinately reject the gofpel, Tcondemn them not; their own confciences 
will convict them: for Icame not to judge mankind, but to fave them 
from deftruciion. 


Generat Rereectrons on Chap. XII. 
Let us casefully obferve, that Chrift came to enlighten the minds of 
men, and to lead them to life; that they fhould walk in the light, 





Fe wofheth his difciples’ feet. 





laQling : whatfover } fpeak therefere, even asthe Father 
faid unto me, fo J fpeuls. 
CHAP. XII, 

1 Fefues wafheth bis dilciples feet, exborteth to humility and 
charity: 18 he foretelieth that Judas fiould betray hint. 
36 Peter’s denial. 

OW’ before the feaft of the paffover, when Jefus 

knew that his hour was come that he fhould ce- 
part out of this world unto the Father, having loved 
his own which were in the world, he loved them unto 
the end. 

2 And fupper being ended, the devil having now 
put into the heart of Judas Ifcariot, Simon’s /én, to 
betray him ; : 

3 Jefus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he was come from God, and 
went to God: 

4 He rifeth from fupper, and laid afide his garments; 
and took a towel, and girded himfelf. 

5 After that he poureth water into a bafon, and 
began to wath the difciples’ feet, and to wipe fbent 
with the towcl wherewith he was girded. 

6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter faid 
unto him, Lord, dof thou wafh my feet? 

7 Jefus anfwered and faid unto him, What Ido thou 
knoweft not now; but then flalt know hereafter. 

8 Peter faith unto him, Thou fhalt never wath mv 
feet. Jefus anfwered him, If I wath thee not, thou haft 
no part with me. 

9 Simon Peter faith unto him, Lord, not my freer 
only, but alfo my bands and zy head. : 

to Jefus faith to him, He that is wafhed needeth 
not fave to wath Ais feet, bur is clean every whit: and 
ye are clean, but not all. 

11 For he knew who fhould betray him; therefore 
faid he, Ye are not ail clean. : 

12 So after he had wafhed their feet, and had taken 
his garments, and was fet down again, he faid unte 
them, Know ye what I have done to you? 

13 Ye call me Mafter and Lord: and ye fay well; 
for fol am. 

14 If 1 then, your Lord and Mafter, have wafhed 
your feet; ye alfo ought to wafb one another’s fect. 

15 For I have given you an example, that ye fhould 
do asI have done to you. 

16 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, The fervant is 
not greater than his lord; neither he that is fent 
greater than he that fent him. 

17 If ye know thefe things, happy are ye if ye do 
them. E 

18 G I fpeak not of you all: I know whom I have 
chofen: but that the fcripture may be fulfilled, He 
that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel 
againft me. 

19 Now [ tell you before it come, that, when it is 
come to pafs, ye may believe that I am Le. 

20 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that recciveth 
whomfoever I fend receiveth me; and he that receivect! 
me receiveth him that fent me. 

21 When Jefus had thus faid, he was troubled in 
{pirit, and tettified, and faid, Verily, verily, 1 fay unto 
you, that one of you fhall betray me. 

22 Then the difciples looked one on ancther, deubr- 
ing of whom he fpake. 

23 Now there was leaning on Jefus’ bofom one of 
his difciples, whom Jefus loved. 

24 Simon 





before the darknefs overtake them; and that thofe who 

hear his word now, will be judged by that fame word 

have rejected. 

COMMENTARY aso NOTES ow CHAD, NIL 

3 Went to Gad.) Was going, or about to go, to God. 

1g Lhazve gizen yeu at exunple, &e.] Ihave fer vou a pattera of 
humility and condefcenfion towards cach ether. : 

19 That, cuben it is come t3 pai, 9 
That ye may believe that Lam the f 
all things, who have exifted with the 
Meffiah. See Excd. ili, 1. 
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| Chrift comforteth his drfciples, 
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24 Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he 


DOMINT fh ould afk who it fhould be of whom he fpake. 
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25 He then lying on Jefus’ breaft faith unto him, 
Lord, who is it ? ; ; 

26 Jefus anfwered, He it is, to whom I fhall givea 
fop, when | have dipped z#. And when he had dipped 
the fop, he gave i# to Judas Ifcariot, the fon of Simon. 

27 And after the fop Satan entered into him. Then 
faid Jefus unto him, That thou doeft, do quickly. 

28 Now no man at the table knew for what intent 
he ipake this unto him. 

29 For fome of them thought, becaufe Judas had the 
bag, that Jefus had faid unto him, Buy the/e things that 
we have necd of againit the feaft; or, that he fhould 
give fomething to the poor. ; 

30 He then having received the fop went imme- 
diately out: and it was night. : 

31 4| Therefore, when he was gone our, Jefus faid, 
Now is the Son of man glorified, and God is glorified 
in hin. 

32 1f God be glorified in him, God thal! alfo glorify 
him in himfelf, and fhall ftraitway glorify him. 

29 Little children, yet a litde while lam with you. 
Ye fhall feck me: and as I faid unto the Jews, Whi- 
ther 1 go, ye cannot come; fo now I fay to you. 

34 A new commandment I.give unto you, that ye 
love one another; as I have loved you, that ye alfo 
Jove one another. oe 

35 By this fhall all men know that ye are my difci- 
ples, if ye have love one to another. : 

36 F Simon Perer faid unto him, Lord, whither 
goett thou? Jefus anfwered him, Whither! go, thou 
can not follow me now ; but thou fhalt follow me 
afterwards. 

37 Peter faid unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow 
thee now? I will lay down my life for thy fake. 

38 Jefus anfwered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life 
for my fake? Verily, verily, I fay untothee, The cock 
fhall not crow, till thou haft dented me thrice. 

CHAP. XIV. 

1 Chri; comferteth bis difciples: § he profeffeth himfelf the 
way, the truth, and the life; 16 promifeth the Holy 
Ghofi: 27 and leaves his peace with them. 2 

ET not your heare be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe alfo in me. afk. 

2 In my Father’s houfe are many manfions: if zt 
evere not fo, 1 would have told you. I go to prepare 

for you. 

7 Chae if 1 go and prepare a place for you, I will 

come again, and receive you unto myfelf; that where 

Tam, there ye may be alfo. 

4 And whither | go ye know, and the way ye know. 

5 © Thomas faith unto him, Lord, we know not whi- 
ther thou goeh; and how can we know the way? 

6 Jefus faith unto him, [am the way, and the truth, 
and the life: mo man cometh unto the Father, but 
by me. ; 

7 If ye had known me, ye fhould have known my 
Father alfo: and from henceforth ye know him, and 
have fecn him. 

8 § Philip faith unto him, Lord, fhew us the Fa- 
ther, and it fufficeth us. . 

g jefus faith unto him, Have I been fo Jong time 


A news commandment [ give, &c.] Your love to cach other will 
heute fupport, life, and cffence of true Chriftianity ; and will manifett 
the excellency and fincerity of your profeffion and obedience. 


Generat Rerrecrions on Chap. XIII. 


Our principal duty is, to glorify God in all things, to walk humbly 
before him, heartily to love each other, and to Hive in peace and 
concord, without which it does not belong to us to bear the name 
of Chrittians. 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. NIV. 

2 In my Father's buje are many manfisns, &e.] This implies, that 
there will be different degrees of glory in heaven, according to our 
advancement in grace here. See 1 Cor xv. gt. ‘ 

6 fem thr wax, &c.j Faith in me, producing obedience to my 
commands, witl lead you to the Father's houfe, whither I am going. 
Sce Fotn Xe. 7s 

No, 65. 





CHAP. XIV. 


and promifech the Holy Ghoft. 


with you, and yet haft thou not known me, Philip? Anno 


he that Wath feen me hath feen the Father; and how 
fayeft thou then, Shew us the Father? 

10 Believeft thon not that Iam in the Father, and 
the Father in me? the words that I fpeak unto you 
1 fpeak not of myfelf: but the Father, that dwelleth 
in me, he doeth the works. 

11 Believe me that 1 am in the Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me: or elfe believe mc for the very work’s fake. 

12 4 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, He that be- 
lieveth on me, the works that Ido thail he do alfo; 
and greater works than thefe fhall he da; becaule I go 
unto my Father. 

13 And whatfoever ye fhall afk in my name, that 


will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. . 


14 1f ye fhall afk any thing in my name, I will do if. 

15 @ If ye love me, keep my commandments. 

16 And I will pray the Father, and he (hall give you 
another Comforter, that he may abide with youtorever; 

17 Even the Spirit of truth ; whom the world can- 
not receive, becaufe it feeth him not, neither knoweth 
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and fhall be in you. 

18 I will not leave you comfortlefs : I will come to 
you. 

19 Yet a little while, and the world feeth me no 
more; but ye fee me: becaufe I live, ye fhall live alfo. 

20 At that day ye fhall know that lam in my Fa- 
ther, and ye in me, and I in you. 

21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me 
fhall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifeft myfelf to him. 

22 Judas faith unto him, not Ifeariot, Lord, how 
is it that thon wilt manifefl thyfelf unto us, and nor 
unto the world ? 

23 Jefus anfuered and faid unto him, If a man love 
me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with him. 

24 He that loveth me not keepeth not my fayings: 
and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Fa- 
ther’s which fent me. 

25 Phefe things have I fpoken unto you, being yet 
prefent with you. 

26 But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghoft, 
whom the Father will fend in my aame, he fhill teach 
you all things, and bring all things to your remem- 
brance, whatfoever I have faid urto you. 

27 J Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 

28 Ye have heard how I faid unto you, I go away, 
and come agaiz unto you. If ye loved me, ye would 
rejoice, becaufe I faid, I go unto the Father: for my 
Father is greater than I. 

29 And now I have told you before it come to pafs, 
that, when it is come to pafs, ye might believe. 

30 Hereafter [ will not talk much with you: for the 
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in me. 

31 But that the world may know that I love the Fa- 
ther; and as the Father gave me commandment, even 
fol do. Arife, let us go hence. 

CHAP. 

13 Whatfeever ye fhall afk, &c.] As my difciples, that will promote 
my glory; and your good, fhall certainly he granted you. 

17 The Spirit of truth; avkor the eworld canst, &.] This Spirit 
the fenfual world cannot receive, having no knowledge of him, nor 
difpofition to be governcd by him. 

zo lt that day ye foall know, &c.} Ye thall underftand fomewhat 
of that myftical union that is between my Father and me; and between 
me and my church, the fociety of all Chriftian believers. 


22 Fudas, &c.] This was Jude the apoitie, furnamed Thaddeus, 
the brother of James the lefs. 


Generab REFLECTIONS on Chap, XIV. 

This chapter teaches us, that Chrift communicates and unites himfelf 
in the moft intimate and beneficial manner to all thofe who love 
him, and keep his words that he heaps his favours uporm them, . 
grants them his blefling and peace, will raife them up at the latt day, >, 


and then fill them with comfort and joy for ever. 
gL COMMENTARY 


 POMINT 


33 





: A AL CTE A Rs care Neb Nabe eee + 
ec ee mee 





eRe RS Seon y | se cthee a I OE ¢ si 
wich them evainf ivibulation, 


Chrift’s love for his difciples. 


Anno 
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22 We that hateth me hateth my Father alfo. 





CHAP. RV. 





DOMINY y Under the parable of a vine Chrift fetteth forth God’s go- 


vernment of bis church, and exborteth bis difeipies to 

abide in bis faith and doctrine. 18 A comfortin perfecution. 

Am the true vine, and my Father is the hudbandman. 

2 Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he 

taketh away : and every ranch that bearcth fruit, he 
purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 


3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have | 


fpoken unto you. 

4 Abide in me, and lin you. As the branch can- 
not bear fruit of itfelf, except itabidein the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me. 

5lamthevine, yeare the branches: he that abideth 
in me, and Lin him, the fame bringeth forth much fruit: 
for without me ye can do nothing. 

“6 If a man abide not in me, he is caft forth as a 
branch, and is withcred ; and men gather them, and 
caft then into the fire, and they are burned. 

7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
fhall afk what ye will, and it fhall be done unto you. 

8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruir; fo fhall ye be my difciples. 

y Asthe Father hath loved me, fo haveI loved you: 
continue ye in my love. 

10 If ye keep my commandments, ye fhall abide in 
my love; even asl have kept my Father’s command- 
ynents, and abide in his love. 

rt Thefe things have 1 fpoken unto you, that my 
joy might remain in you, and ¢haé your joy might 
be full. 

iz @& This is my commandment, That ye love one 
another, as L have foved you. 

13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man 
Tay down his Hte for his friends. 

14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatfoever I com- 
muind you. 

15 Henceforth I call you not fervants; for the fer- 
vant knoweth not what his lord docth: but 1 have 
called you friends; for all things that ] have heard of 
my Father { have made known unto you. bo 

16 Ye have not chofen me, but J have chofen you, 
and ordained you, that ye fhould go and bring forth 
iruit, and ¢Aur your fruit fhould remain :. that whatfo- 
ever ve fhall afl of the lather in my name, he may 
give it you. be 

17 Uhefe things I command you, that ye love one 
another, 

18 4 Lf the world hate you, ye know that it hated 

me before it bated you. 
_ 19 If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own: but becaufe ye are not of the world, but I 
have chofen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you. 

20 Remember the word that I faid unto you, The 
fervant is not greater than his lord. If they have per- 
fecuted me, they will alfo perfecute you; if they have 
kept my faying, they will keep your’s alfo. 

_ 21 But all thefe things will they do unto you for my 
name’s fike, becaule they know not him that fent me. 

22 If 1 had not come and fpoken unto them, they 
hed not had fin: but now they have no cloke for 
their fin. ¢ Eo Le 
ee 

COMMENTARY -awn NOTES ox CHAP. XV. 


1 Tan the true vine, aud my Father, &c.]_ Tam the true and moft 
excellent vine: for by its union with me, the church is nourifhed ; 
and the hafbandman’ who hath planted this vine, is my Father, who, 
in the government‘of my church, deitroys, by his jul judgments, all 
ufelefsand incorrigible members ; bar purgeth and pruneth the fruitful 
branches, by divine grace, that they may bear more fruit. 

16 Te have ast chifin nc, &c] You are wholly indebted to my 
mercy and free goodnefs for yaur cle@ion to eternal falvation, and 
alfo for your vocation to the apoftlehip. 

22 Uff had wn come aud fpokex unto them, they had net had fin, &e.} 
joe. Compar. tively fpsaking, their fin had been nothing to what it 
how 1s. 





Generat Rerrections on Chap. XV. 


The world in general hates thofe that love Chrift, and lead a godly 
life; it is, however, an awful confideration, that after Chrilt has 


. 


~ tyranny ander the matk ot religion, feem to haye been 


Fudgarent » Xe. } 
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o4 Uf Thad no: done among them the works which 
none other man did. they bad net had fin: but naw 
have they both feen and hated both me and my Fath.:. 

25 But this cometh to pafs, that the word might i. 
fulfilled that is written in their iaw, They hated mec 
without a caule. 

26 4 But when the Comforter is come, whem tact. 
fend unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of tr uti, 
which procecdeth from the Father, he fhall tchsty 
of me: . 

27 And ye alfo fhall bear witnefs, becaufe ye have 
‘been with me from the beginning. 

CHA P. XVI. 

1 Chrift comferteth his difciples againft tritulation by his 
promifes: 23 affuring their prayers to be acecptabie. 
33 Peace in Chrift. 

Barca things havel fpoken unto you, that ye 

fhould not be offendec. ‘ 

2 They fhall put you out of the fynagegues: yen 
the time cometh, that whofocver killcth you will thal 
that he doeth God fe: vice. 

3 And thefe things will they do nnto you, been 4 
they have not known the Father, nor me. 

But thefe things have Itold you, that when thie 
time fhall come, ye may remember that 1 told you 0: 
them. And thefe chings I faid not unto you at the 
beginning, becaufe Ll was with you. 

54 Bur now 1 go my way to him that fees mes 
and none of vou afceth ine, Whither godt thon: 

6 But becaute P have faid thefe things unte we: . 
forrow hath filed your heart. . ‘oo 

7 Nevertheleis i teil you the truth: It is expedient 
for you that] goaway: for if i couolaway, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you; but if i depart, b wil 
fend him unto you. 

8 And when he is come, he will repreve the woiid 
of fin, and of righteoufnels, and of juciginent ; 

9 Of fin, becaule they believed not on me; 

ro Of righteoufnefs, becaule 1 go to my Father, and 
ye fee meno more ; : 

11 Of judgment, becaufe the prince of this worl! 
is judged. 

-12 1 have yet many things to fay unto you, but vé 
cannot bear them now. ; 

13 Fiowbcit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, 
he will guide you into all truth: for he fhall not fneak 
of himfelf; but whatfoever he fhal! hear, thaz fais he 
{peak : and he'will fhew you things to come. 

14 He fhall glorify me: for he fhall receive of mine, 
and fhall fhew 7¢ unto you. 

15 All thingsthat.the Father hath are mine: thercfore 
faid I, that he fhall take of mine, and fhew /f unto vou. 

16 J A little while, and ye fhall not fee met anc 
again a little while, and ye fhall ice me, becauic: fv: 
to the Father. | : 

17 Then faid /ome of his difciples amon themfelyes, 
What is this that he faith unto us, A Hide wile, and 
ye fhall noc fee me: and again aistie wile 
fhall fee me: and, Becaule 1 po tutti. Y 

18 They faid therefore, What is this 
little while? we cannot tell what he fi 


rhe 











ts 





{ 





fpoken, and the gofpel been preached to men, thaie wine ev 

in infidelity and a courfe of fin are without excufe. fin 

the teftimony of the Son of God, of the hely Spirit, 
apoftles, and wilfully thus their eyes againit the truth. 

COMMENTARY axnvj NOTES os CIPAR. 20 

2 They feall put vou ont, &c.} ‘Ve rage of yarfooudin om 
evade & = 

and, beyond all comparifon, the ernel raurders co ted by j 

Ydern :. 











plithments of this prophecy. 

S—11t He soill reprove the avarid of flat righen ts 
4 Firf, of their otigiaal and 
natural unbelief and hardnefs of heart: feeon: 
nefs of the holy law of Ged, their breach of it, : 
the divine wrath on tha. account; and, thirdly, of judgment, they 
hall be convinced of the defirection of the Pr of the devil, and che 
es of fing and tke efeblitiment of Chrift’s king Jom in their 
Reus ts. . 
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Chrift’s prayer to his Father. 


CHAP. XVII. 


AVIIi. 


Fle prayeth for his apofiles. . 





Anno 


MINI 1; . 
pOMINT him, and faid unto them, 


35° 


19 Now Jefus knew that they were defirous to afk 

Do ye cnquire among your- 

felves of that Lfaid, A little while, and ye fhall not fee 

me: and again a little while, and ye fhall fee me? 

20 Verily, verily, I fay unto you, That ye fhall weep 
and lamenr, but the world fhall rejoice: and ye fhall be 
forrowful, but your forrow fhall be turned into joy. 

21 A woman when fhe isin travail hath forrow, be- 
caufe her hour iscome: but as foon as fhe is delivered 
of the child, fhe remembereth no more the anguith, for 
joy that a man is born into the world. : 

22 And ye now therefore have forrow: but I will 
fee you again, and your heart fhall rejoice, and your 
joy no man taketh from you. . : 

23 And in that day ye fhall afk me nothing. Verily, 
verily, I fay unto you, Whatfoever ye fhall afk the 
Father in my name, he will give it you. 

24 Hitherto have ye afked nothing in my name: 
afk, and ye fhall receive, that your joy may be full. 

25 Thefe things have ] fpoken unto you in proverbs: 
but the time cometh, when I fhall no more {peak unto 
vou in proverbs, but I fhall thew you plainly of the 
Pather. 

26 At that day ye fhall afk in my name: and I fay 
not unto you, that f will pray the Father for you: 

27 For the Father Limielt loveth you, becaufe ye 
have loved me, and have believed that I came out 
trom God. ; 

28 Lcame forth from the Father, and am come into 
the world: again, 1 Icave the world, and go to the 
Father. 

29 Y His difciples faid unto him, Lo, now {peakeft 
thon plainly, and fpeakett no proverb. 7 

30 Now 2zre we fure that thou knoweft all things, 
and needeft not that any man fhould afk thee: by this 
we believe that thou cameit forth from God. 

31 Jefus anfwered, Do ye now believe ? 

32 Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that 
ye fhail be fcattered, every man to his own, and fhail 
jeave me alone: and yet 1am not alone, becanfe the 
Father is with me. . 

33 Thefe things I have fpoken unto you, that in me 
ye might have peace. In the world ye fhall havetribula- 
tion: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. 

GHAP. XVII. 

1 Chrift praveth to his Vather to glorify him; 6 to preferve 
his apofiles, 11 in unity of faith, 17 and truth: 20 To 
olorify them, Ore. : 

reATiSE words fpake Jefus, and lifted up his eyes 

iE to heaven, and faid, Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son alfo may glorify thee: 

2 As thou hatt given him power over all flefh, that 
he fhould give cternal life to as many as thou hait 


ep 





given him. : ; 

>» And this is life eternal, that they might know 
thee the only truc God, and Jefus Chriitt, whom thou 
haft fent. ; 

4 L have glorified thee on theearth: I have finifhed 
the work which thou gaveit me to do. . : 

5 And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own iif with the glory which I had with thee before 


the world was. ; 
64 Lbave manifefted thy name unto the men which 


thou gaveft me out of the world: thinethey were, and 
thou gavelt them me; and they have kept thy word. 


ore oe en 8 
aa f buce overcome the wold.) 1 reje@ted with holy indignation the 
ian, when he propofed the world, with all its allure 
pject of ny choice 5 and will alfo enable all my difciples 

Samidit ali its frowns and finiles. 

& 
Geweratr REFLECTIONS on Chap. XVI. 

The glorious promifes contained this chapter fyould confirm our 
‘sith. antmate our hope, a infume our iuve to the Redeemer, 
who has cagaeed to protect his people evea til his feecond and 

7 ute sta ! 


Jatt caning, whea he wil put them tn polleiiion of the glory of his 
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EM EN TARY axp NOTES ox CHAP, XVIL 
3 This is hig eternal, &c.) The prefent and future happinefs of 
3 This i 


mankind cents in the sight Knowledss of God as our heavenly Fa- 









7 Now they have known that all things whatfoever Anno 


thou haft given me are of thee. 

8 For I have given unto them the words which thou 
gaveit me; and they have received them, and have 
known furely that I came out from thee, and they have 
believed that thou didit fend me. 

9 I pray for thern: I pray not for the world, but 
for them which thou haft given me; for they are thine. 

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine ; and 
I am glorified in them. 

11 And now] am nomorc in the world, but thefe 
are in the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, 
keep through thine own name thote whom thou hait 
given me, that they may be one, as we ave. 

12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them 
in thy name: thofe that thou gaveli me] have kept, 
and none of them ts loft, but the fon of perdition; that 
the {cripture might be fullilled. 

13 And nowcome | to thee; and thefe things I fpeak 
in the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in 
themfelves. 

141 have given them thy word ; and the world hath 
hated them, becaufe they are not of the world, evea as 
Iam not of the world. 

15 YI pray not that thou fhouldeft take them ont 
of the world, but that thou fhouldeit keep them from 
the evil. 

16 They are not of the world, even as 1am not of 
the world. 

17 ¥ Sanétify them through thy truth: thy word is 
truth. 

18 Asthou haft fent me into the worl, even fo have 
Talfo fent them into the world. 

1g And for their fakes I fanctify myfel!, that they 
alfo might be fanctified through the truth. 

20 4{ Neither pray I for thefe alone, but for them 
alfo which fhall believe on me through their word ; 

21 Vhat they all may be one; as thou, lather, arfin 
me, and Lin thee, that they alfo may beoneinus: that 
the world may believe that thou hait fent me. 

22 And theiglery which thou gaveftine i have given 
them; that they may be one, cven as we are one: 

23 Linthem, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect in one; and that the world may know 
that thou haft fent me, and haft lowed them, as thou 
haft loved me. ; fs 

24 Father, I will that they alfo, whom thou haft 
given me, be with me where 1 am;.that they may be- 
hold my glory, which thou haf given me: for thou 
lovedft me before the foundation of the world. 

25 O righteous Father, the world hath not known 
thee: but [ have known thee, and thefe have known 
that thou haft fent me. 

26 And I lave deciared unto them thy name, and 
will declare 7#: that the love wherewith thou halt 
loved me may be in them, and I in them. i 

CHAP. XVIIL 
2 Judas betrayeth Fefus: 12 Heis led bound to Minas and 

Caiaphas: 15 Peter denteth him: 19 Fefus 1s examined 

before Caiaphas, 28 and arraigned before Pilate. 


NA Jefas had fpoken thefe words, he went 


forth with his difciples over the brook Cedron, 

where was a garden, into the which he entered, and 
his difciples. : 

2 And Judas alfo, which betrayed him, knew the 

. .+, ve place 





bo 


ther; and of Jefus Chrift as our Saviour, who died for our ‘fins, and . 


rofe again for our juftification. - sn $ a) “Sa: ee ho taps eee 
24 Father, I will that they alfo, &c.J | Exalt them te behold the 
incomprchenfible glory wherewith thou haft inveited me.in thy eternal 
Jove, before the foundation of the world, and Jct them: be.with me, 
to partake of my happinefs. : 
Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. XVII. 
Hereby we fee how dear the faithful-are to Chrilt, the care he takes 
of them, and the defire he has to render them partakers of chat glory 


which he now enjoys: this ought to fill with joy and ¢onfidence all , 


thofe who truly Jove the Lord Jefus, and excite ig cleave to him 
with full purpofe of heart, 
6 I av, 


MINI 
33: 


Fudas betrayeth his Mafter. 


Anno 
DOMINI 


33+ 


- 


place: for Jefus ofttimes reforted thither with his dif- 
ciples. 

3 Judas then, having received a band of men and 
officers from the chief priefts and Pharifees, cometh 
thither with Janthorns and torches and weapons. 

4 Jefus therefore, knowing all things that fhould 
come upon him, went forth, and faid unto them, 
Whom feek ye? 

s They anfwered him, Jefus of Nazareth. Jefus 
faith unto them, 1am /e. And Judas alfo, which be- 
trayed him, ftood with them. 

6 As foon then as he had faid unto them, Tam de, 
they went backward and fell to the ground. 

7 ‘Then afked he them again, Whom feck ye? And 
they faid, Jefus of Nazareth. : 

8 Jets anfwered, I have told you that Jam be: if 
therefore ye feck me, let thefe go their way: 

9 Vhat the faying might be fulfilled which he fpake, 
Of them which thou gaveit me have I loft none. 

10 | Then Simon Peter having a fword drew it, 
and fmote the high pricft’s fervant, and cut off his 
right ear, The fervant’s name was Malchus. 

t1 Then faid Jefus unto Peter, Put up thy fword 
jnco the fheath: the cup which my Father hath piven 
me, fhall I not drink it? 

12 4 Then the band and the captain and officers 
of the Jews took Jefus, and bound him, 

13 And Jed him away to Annas firftt; for he was 
father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high pricift 
that fame year. 

14 Now Caiaphas was he which gave counfel to the 
Jews, that it was expedient one man fhould die for 
the people. 

16 4 And Simon Pcter followed Jefus, and /o cid 
another difciple: that difciple was known unto the 
high prieft, and went in with Jefus into the palace 
of the high prieft. 

16 But Peter ftood at the door without. Then went 
out that other difciple, which was known unto the 
high prieft, and fpake unto her that kept the door, 
and brought in Peter. 

17 Yhen faith the damfel that kept the door unto 
Peter, Art not thou alfo ove of this naan’s difciples? 

te faith, Iam not. 

18 And the fervants and oflicers ftood there, who 
had madea fire of coals; for it was cold: and they 
warmed themfelves: and Peter flood with them, and 
warmed himfelf. 

19 Y The high prieft then afked Jefus of his difci- 
ples, and of his doctrine. 

20 Jefus anfwered him, I fpake openly to the worid ; 
Tever taught in the fynagogue, and in the temple whi- 
ther the Jews always refort ; and in fecret have I faid 
nothing. 

st Why afkeft thou me? afk them which heard me, 
what L have faid unto them; behold, they know what 
T faid. 

22 And when he had thus {poken, one of the officers 
which ftood by ftruck Jefus with the palm of his hand, 
faying, Anfwereft thou the high pricft fo? 

23 Jefus anfwered him, If 1 have fpoken evil, bear 
witneis of the evil: but if well, why {miteft thou me? 

24 Now Annas had fent him bound unto Caiaphas 
the high prieft. 

25 ¥ And Simon Peter ftood and warmed himfelf, 
They faid therefore unto him, Art not thon alfo one 
of his difciples? He denied it, and faid, lam not. 

26 One of the fervants of the high prieft, being dis 


6 Lam be, &.]_ The pronoun he” ie not in the original ; which, 
if omitted, will give us the incommunicable name of the felf-exittent 
Jehovah, by which God revealed himfelf to Abraham. It is no wonder, 
then, that there went forth fuch a fecret energy of divine power with 
thefe words, shat they were not able to refift, but fell to the ground, 
as if ftruck by lightning. . 

8 What iz truth, &¢.] On this noble and important queftion the 
whole frame and conftitution of religion depends; but it is plain Pilate 
did not make the inquiry with an honeft heart, but in derifion. for he 
Aid not wait for an anfwer. 
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thee in the garden with him? ‘ 

27 Peter then denied again; and immediately the 
cock crew. ; 

23 ¥ Then led they Jefus from Caiaphasinto the hal! 
of judgment: and it was early; and they themfelves 
went not into the judgment hall, leit they fhould be 
defiled ; but that they might eat the paflover. 

2y Pilate then went out untothem, and faid, What 
acculation bring ye againit this man? 

go They anfwered and faid unto him, If he were 
nota malefactor, we would not have delivered him up 
unto thee. 

31 Then faid Pilate unto them, Take ye him, and 
judge him according to your law. The Jews therefore-# 
faid unto him, It is not lawful for us to put any man 
to death: 

32 That the faying of Jefus might be fulfilled, which 
lie Spake Ngnifying what death he fhould die. 

33 Then Pilate entered into the judgment hallagain, 
and called Jefus, and faid unto him, Art chou the King 
of the Jews ? 

34 Jelus anfwered him, Saycft thou this thine of 
thytelf, or did others tell it thee of me? . 

35 Pilate anfwered, Am Ia Jew? ‘Thine own na- 
tion and the chief prieits have delivered thee unto me: 
what haft thou done ? 

36 Jefus anfwered, My kingdom is not of this world: 
if my kingdom were of this world, then would my fer- 
vants fight, that I fhould not be delivered to the Jews: 
but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

37 Pilate therefore faid unto him, Art thou a kine 
then? Jefus anfwered, Thou fayctt that lama king. 
To this end was 1 born, and for this caufe came I into 
the world, that J fhoulcdt bear witnefs of the truth. 
Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice. 

38 Pilate faith unto him, What is trath? And when 
he had faid this, he went out again unto the Jews, and 
faith untotbem, 1 find in him no fault @t al. 

39 But ye havea cuftom, thar f fhould bear witnefs 
unto you at the paflover: will ye therefore thar I re- 
leafe unto you the King of the Jews. 

4o Then cried they all again, faying, Not this man, 
but Barabbas. Now Barabbas was a robber. 

CHAP. Kix. 
i Chrift feourged, crowned, and biffctted. 4 Pilate is de~ 

Jfrrous to releafe him. 23 The foldiers part his garments. 

25 He commendeth his mother to Joln, i 


HEN Pilate therefore took Jefus, and fcourged 
him. 

2 And the foldiers platted a crown of thorns, and 
put 7f on his head, and they put en him a purple robe, 

3 And faid, Hail, King of the Jews! and they fmote 
him with their hands. 

4 q Pilate therefore went forth again, and faith nato 
them, Behold, I bring him forth to you, that ye may 
know that I find no fault in him. 

5 Then came Jefus forth, wearing the crown of 
thorns, and the purple robe. Aud Pilate faith unto 
him, Behold the man! 

6 When the chief priefts therefore and cfficers faw 
him, they cried out, crucify hin, cracify bin, Pilate 
faith unro them, ake ye 4im, and crucify Aim: for £ 
find no fault in him. 

7 The Jews anfwered him, We have a law, and by 
our law he ought to die, becaufe he made hinvlelf the 
Son of God. 


8@ Whea 
ES EE TT 
Generar REreectrions on Chap. XVII, 

We fhould always make an open confeffion of the truth, when called 
upon, though we are fure thereby to draw upon us the feorn ond 
hatred of the world, whofe rage is but of fhort duration, whereas tie 
favour of God will endure for ever. 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES ox CHAP. XIX. 
6 Take ye bins aud crucify bir, &e.)  Crucify him ar your peril; 
for I carn.+ con#sa:n an ignccent peifon. . 
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The crucifixion of Chrift. 





§ & When Pilate therefore heard that faying, he was 
the more afraid 3 . 

9 And went again into the judgment hall, and faith 
unto Jefus, Whence art thou? bur Jefus gave him no 
anfwer. 

1o Then faith Pilate unto him, Speakeft thou not 
unto me? knoweft thou not that 1 have power to 
crucify thee, and have power to releafe thee? 

a1 Jefus aniwered, Thou couldeft haveno power at all 
againft me, except it were given theefrom above: there- 
fore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater fin. 

12 And from thenceforth Pilate fought to releafe 
him: but the Jews cried out, faying, 1f thou let this 
man go, thou art not Cefar’s friend: whofoever maketh 


abimfelf a king, fpeaketh againft Cefar. 


13, When Pilate therefore heard that faying, he 
brought Jefus forth, and fat down in the judgment 
feat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the 
Hebrew ,*Gabbatha. 

14 And it was the preparation of the paflover, and 
about the firth hour: and he faith unto the Jews, 
Behoid your King! ; ; ; 

15 But they cried out, Away with dim, away with 
dim, crucify him. Pilate faith unto them, Shall! crucify 
your King? ‘The chief priefts anfwered, We have no 
King but Cefar. 

16 Then delivered he him therefore unto them to 
be crucified. And they took Jefus, and led him away. 

17 4{ And he bearing his crofs went forth into a place 
called te place of a fkull, which is called in the Hebrew 
Golgotha: ; : 

18 Where they crucified him, and two other with 
him, on either fide one, and Jefus in the midft, 

19 | And Pilate wrote a title, and put i on the 
crofs. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH 
THE KING OF THE JEWS. 

20 This title then read many of the Jews: for the 
place where Jefus was crucified was nigh to the city: 
and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, and Latin. 

2t Then faid the chief priefts of the Jews to Pilate, 
‘Write not the King of the Jews; but that he faid, lam 
King of the Jews. ; . 

e2 Pilate anfwered,; What I have written I have 
written. 

23 J Then the foldiers, when they had crucified Je- 
fas, took his garments, and made four parts, to every 
foldier a part; and alfo bis coat: now the coat was 
without feam, woven from the top throughout. 

24 Whey faid therefore among themfelves, Let us 
not rend it, but caft Jots for it, whofe it fhall be: that 
the fcripture might be fulfilled, which faith, They 
parted my raiment among them, and for my vefture 
they did cat lots. Thefethings therefore the foldiers did. 

254] Now there ftood by the crofs of Jefus his mo- 
ther, and his mother’s fifter, Mary the wife of Cleo- 
phas, and Mary Magdalene. . 

26 When Jefus therefore faw his mother, and the 
difciple ftanding by, whom he loved, he faith unto his 
mother, Woman, behold thy fon! 

27 Then faith he tothe difciple, Behold thy mother! 
And from that hour that difciple took her unto his 
own sone. . 

28 G After this, Jefus knowing that all things were 
now accomplifhed, that the fcripture might be ful- 
filled, faith, I thirft. 

29 Now there was fet a veffel full of vinegar: and 
they filledafpunge with vinegar,and put i/ upon hyflop, 

and put 2 to his mouth. 


14 dad about the fixth hsur, &c.] Several commentators have it 

the third hour; which alfo agrees with the accounts of the other 
SHifls. 

caer he coat was without feam, &¢.] This muft be the tunic; an 

under garment, which reached from the neck to the heels. : 

go fz is Jfirifoed.| ‘This important work of falvation, for which I 
came into the world, is now completed. . 

41 VWiherein was newer man yet laid.) . This new fepulchre was ap- 
pointed by Providence, that the Jews might not attribute his refur- 
retion or revival to his body’s having touched the bones ofa prophet 
or other holy p:rfon, as was the cafe in the fepulchre of Elitha. 


No. 66.- 


CHAP. XX. 


39 When Jefus, therefore, had received the vinegar, 


he faid, It is finifhed: and he bowed his head, and - 


gave up the ghoft. 

3t © The Jews therefore, becaufe it was the prepa- 
ration, that the bodies fhould not remain upon the cro{s 
on the fabbath day, (for that fabbath day was an high 
day) befonght Pilate that their legs might be broken, 
ahd thai they might be taken away. 

32 Then came the foldiers, and brake the legs of 
the firft, and of the other which was crucified with him. 

33 But when they came to Jefus, and faw that he 
was dead already, they brake not his legs: 

But one of the foldiers with a fpear pierced his 
fide, and forthwith came thereout blood and water. 

35 And he that faw it bare record, and his record 
is true: and he knoweth that he faith true, that ye 
might believe. 

36 For thefe things were done, that the feripture 
fhould be fulfilled, A bone of him fhall not be broken. 

37 And again another fcripture faich, They fhall 
look on him whom they pierced: 

38 4[ And after this Jofeph of Arimathea, being a 
difciple of Jefus, but fecretly for fear of the Jews, be- 
fought Pilate that he might take away the body of 
Jefus: and Pilate gave Lim leave. He came theretore, 
and took the body of Jefus. 

39 And there came alfo Nicodemus, which at the 
firit came to Jefus by night, and brought a aera of 
myrrh and aloes, aboutan hundred pound weight. 

40 Then took they the body of Jefus, and wound 
it in linen clothes with the fpices, as the manner of the 
Jews is to bury. 

41 Now in the place where he was crucified there 
was a garden; and in the garden a new fepulchre, 
wherein was fiever man yet laid. 

42 There laid they Jefus therefore becaufe of the 
Jews’ preparation day; for the fepulchre was nigh at 


hand. 
CHAP. XX. 
1 Some come to the fepulchre: 3 ignorant of the refurrection. 
11 Fefus appeareth to Mary, 19 and others. 

HE firft day of the week cometh Mary Magda- 

lene early, when it was yet dark, unto the iepul- 
chre, and feeth the ftone taken away from the fepul- 
chre. 

2 Then fhe runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, 
and to the other difciple, whom Jefus loved, and faith 
unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the 
fepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him. 

3 Peter therefore went forth, and that other difciple, 
and came to the fepulchre. 

4 So they ran both together: and the other difciple 
did outrun Peter, and came firf to the fepulchre. 

5 And he ftooping down, and looking in, iaw the linen 
clothes lying; yet went he not in. 

6 Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and 
went into the fepulchre, and fecth the linen clothes lie, 

7 And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying 
with the linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place 
by itfelf. . 

8 ‘Then went in alfo that other difciple, which came 
firft to the fepulchre, and he faw, and believed. 

9 Foras yet they knew not thefcripture, that he mult 
rife again from the dead. 

10 Then the difciples went away again unto their 
own ome. : 

114] But Mary ftood without at the fepulchre weep- 


ing 





Generat Rerrections on Chap. XIX. 

We fhould fet Chrift’s patience, humility, moderation, meeknefs, and 
refignation td the divine will, continually before our eyes for a 
pattern; and ferioufly refle€t upon his fufftrings and death, his 
burial and refurre&tion, ell ere that if we die in faith, we- 

alfo rife, as he did, to glory. : 
me OMMENTARY ay NOTES os CHAP. XX. 
1 The firft day, &c-] Thefe women, it feems, were ignorant that 


Pilate had caufed a guard to be fet upon the fepulchre, and therefore - 


they went thither, cither to remove the.ftone by them{clves, or by the 
affiftance of otheis, 


9M 17 Loxch 


Hts death and burial. 
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Anno ing: and: as fhe wept, fhe ftooped down, and lcoked 
DOMINI 


5 : 
33. -into the fepulchre, 


CTIA PRP. XXII. 


: Anno 
1 Chri, appeareth to bis difeiples, being a f-ing: 12 


WO aN. 


12 And fceth two angels in white fitting, the one at 
tle head, and the other at the feet, where the body of 
Jefus had lain. : 

13 And they fay unto her, Woman, why weepeft 
thou? She faith unto them, Becaufe they have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid 
him. 

14 Aad when fhe had thus faid, fhe turned herfelf 
back, and faw Jelus ftanding, and knew not that it 
was Jefus. 

15 Jefus faith unto her, Woman, why weepeft thou? 
whom feeckeft thou? She, fuppofing him to be the 
gardener, faith unto him, Sir, if thou have borae him 
hence, tell me where thou haft laid him, and I will take 
him away. 

16 Jefus faith unto her, Mary. She turaed herfelf, 
and faith unto him, Rabboni; which is to fay, Matter. 

+7 Jefus faith unto her, Touch me not; for lam 
not yet afcended to my father: but go to my brethren, 
and fay unto them, Lafcend unto my Father, and your 
Father ; and to my God, and your God. 

18 Mary Magdalene came and told the difciples that 
fhe had feen the Lord, and that he had fpoken thefe 
things anto her. 

1y 4 Then the fame day at evening, being the firft 
day of the weck, when the doors were fhut where the 
ditciples were aflembled fer fear of the Jews, came Je- 
fus and Rood in the midft, and faith unto them, Peace 
be unto you. 

so And when he had fo faid, he fhewed unto them 
‘is hands and his fide. Then were the difciples glad, 
when they faw the Lord. 

2t Fhen faid Jefus to’ them again, Peace Je unto 
you: as my Father hath fent me, even fo fend 1] you. 

a2 And when hc had faid this, he breathed on them, 
and faith unte them, Reccive ye the Holy Ghof: 

23 Whofe focver fins ye remit they are remitted unto 
‘them; avd whofe foever_ firs ye retain, they are retained. 

24 € But Fhomas, one of the twelve, called Didy- 
mus, was not with them when Jefus came. 

25 The other difciples therefore faid unto him, We 
have feen the Lord. But he faid unto them, Except I 
fhall fee in his hands the print of the nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the nails, and thruft my hand 
into his fide, ] will not believe. 

26 & And after cight days again his difciples were 
within, and Thomas with them: thex came Jefus, the 
doors being fhut, and ftood in the midtt, and faid, 
Peace be unto you, 

27 Then faith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy fin- 
ger, and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, 
and thruft a into my fide: and be not faithicfs but 
believing. : 

28 And Thomas anfwered and faid unto him, My 
Lord and my God. 

29 Jefus faith unto him, Fhomas, becaufe thou haft 
feen me, thou haft believed: bleffed are they that have 
not feen, and yet have believed. 

go G And many other figns truly did Jefus in the pre- 
fence of his difciples, which are not written inthis book: 

31 But thefe are written, that ye might believe that 
Jelus is the Chrift, the Son of God; and that believing 
ye might have life through his name. 


17 Touch me nots for L am not yet weended, &c.} Do not expe& 
that I fhould continue with you now, for it is expedient that I fiould 
firft afcend to my Father and yours. ; 

19 Came Fefus, &ce] AS Chrift came in that natural body which 
was crucified and laid inthe grave; it is moft natural to think, that 
by his miraculous power he caufed the doors to fy open, as of them- 
felves, and fhut again very fuddenly. 

29 Bleffed are they that have not feen, and yet, &c.} Or, Blefled 
are they that having not feen, fhall yet believe ; who are in their 
frearts and confciences convinced of the truth, by fearching into the 
grounds of it. 

: Generau REFLECTIONS on Chap. NN. 

From thefe apparitions of our Lord, we can no longer doubt that he 
was the Son of Gad, that by his death he has made a perfeQ atonc- 
ment for fin, and that he himfelf is tifen, and entered into heayra 

4 





he eateth before them: 18 and foreteiteth Peter of J is 

death. 

FT ER thefe things Jefus fhewed himfelf aga 
to the difciples at the fea of ‘Liberias; and on 
this wife fhewed he Ainfelf. 

2 There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas 
called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, 
and the fons of Zebedee, and two other of his difciples. 

3 Simon Peter faish unto them, | goa Ghhing. ‘They 
fay unto him, We alfo go with thee. They went forth, 
and entered into a fhip immediately; and that nigh 
they caught nothing. 

4 But when the morning was now come, Jefus flood 
on thethore: but thedifcipies knew not that it wasdefus. 

5 Then Jefus faith unto them, Children, have ye any 
meat? They anfwered him, No. 

6 And he faid unto them, Caft the net onthe right 
fide of the fhip, and ye fhall find. They catt therefore,. 
and now they were not able to draw it for the multi- 
tude of fifhes. 

7 Therefore that difciple whom Jefus loved frith 
unto Peter, Ir is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter 
heard that it was the Lord, he girt 7s fithers coat wnto- 


again 


_ dim, (for he was naked) and did caft himfelt into the fea. 


8 And the other difciples came ina little thip; (for 
they were not far from land, but as it were two hun- 
dred cubits) dragging the net with fithes. 

9 As foon then as they were come to jand, they faw 
a fire of coals there, and fith laid thereon, and bread. 

¥0 Jefus faith unto them, bring of the filh which ye 
have now caught. : 

11 Simon Peter went up, and drew the net to land 
full of great fifhes, an hundred and fifty and three: and 
for all there were fo tnany, yet was not the net broken. 

2 9 Jefus faith unto them, Come and dine. And 
none of the difciples durit afk him, Who art thou? 
knowing that it was the Lord. 

- 13 Jelus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth 
them, and fith likewife. 

i4 This is now the third time that Jefus fhewed 
himielf to his difciples, after that he was 1ifen from 
the dead. 

15 §| So when they had dined, Jefus faith to Simon 
Peter, Simon, /on of Jonas, loveft thou me more than 
thefe? Fle faith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knoweit 
that T love thee. He faith unto him, Feed my lambs. 

16 He faith unto him again the fecond time, Simon, 
Jon of Jonas, loveftthou me? Hie faith unto hini, Yea, 
Lord; thon knoweft that Llove thee. He faith unto 
him, Feed my fhecp. 

17 He faith unto him the third time, Simon, fon of 
Jonas, loveft thou me? Peter was grieved becaule he 
faid unto him the third time, Lovell thou me? And 
he faid unto him, Lord, thou knoweft all things; thou 
knoweft that I love thee. Jefus faith unto him, Feed 
my fheep. 

18 Verily, verily, F fay unto thee, When theu watt 
young, thou girdeti thyfelf, and walkeelt whither thou 
wouldeft: bute when thou thalt be old, thou thait tiretch 
forth thy hands, and another fhall gird thee, and carry 
thee whither thou wouldeft not. ° 

19 This {pake he, fignifying by what death he frould 


gil gyaiaiiee 
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. sane mired sts in unr wie esis 
as our forerunner: Iet us blefs God for this Saviour, follow hint in 
faith, meditate upon him in love. and ferve and pleafe Lim in: 
holy obedience to his precepts ; fo that we may be a: : 
in divine grace, to the glory of God our Fathe:, and cf fetus Chrut, 
his beloved Son, our Lord. : 
COMMENTARY axnvn NOTES ox CIIA?. NVI. 

9 He was naked, &c.} In a manner naked ; having only an under 
garment on, . 

14 This is ncao the third time, &C.]  Vhe thisd time he best appeared 
publicly: ; bat he had appeared feven times ia all; four of which 
were privately to a few. 

a8 Carry thee avhither then seek ue] 4. e. to be crucified 

De , . : + me . iZ 
Peter’s crucifixion is though: to hats bappined about forry years 
after this. ~ 5 








25 The 
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The refurrection of Chrift. S$. JOHN. He appeareth to his di feiples. 
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. forty days, and {peaking of the things pertaining to 
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ters curiofity concerning Fohn. CHAP. I. Yorn afferteth the truth of his lteflimony. 
== 
Aono glorify God. And when he had fpoken this, he faith thren, that that difciple fhould not die: yet Jefus faid Anno. 
Pee unto him, Follow me. not unto him, He fhall not die; but, If I will that he ?2M'*? 
2 20 Then Peter, turning about, feeth thedifciple whom tarry till Icome, what zs thatto thee? 2. oe 
Jefus loved following ; which alfo leaned on his breaft at 24 Q This is the difciple which reftifieth of thefe 
tupper, and fiid, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee? things, and wrote thefe things: and we know that his 
21 Peter feeing him faith to Jefus, Lord, and what teflimony is true. 
Seall this man do? : 25 And there are alfo many other things which Jefus 
22 Jefus faith unto him, If I will that he tarry till did, the which, if they fhould be writren every one, 
I come, what is that to thee? follow thou me. I fuppofe that even the world itfelf could not contain 
23 Then went this faying abroad among the bre- the books that fhould be written. Amen. 
i a a 
25 The avorll ifelf could net contain the backs, &c.) Some : Generau ReErLrections on Chap, XXI. 
explain this pallage thes: Hf they were all to be particularly writ- The appearance of our Lord to his difconfolate difciples, fhould en- 
ten, the unbelieving world would not admit them: not for the courage us to believe, that how dark foever .the difpenfations of 
gieatnefs of the books, but for the greatnefs of the works recorded Providence may appear to us, yet, if we perfevere in our duty, 
an them. God will vifit_us with the benign infuences of his grace, and turn 


our mourning Into joy. 
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The AC TS of the Apotfiles. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The following biftory comprifes a feries of events refpecting the rifing church for about the fpace of thirty years. St. 
Luke is undoubtedly the author of it, and mol probably finifoed it before the end of the year 64, being the tenth of 
Nevo, who barbaroufly maffacred the Chriftians at Rome. It is written in a plain, eafy, and familiar ftyle, and 1s 
confidered by fome as a fecond part to his gofpel, being dedicated to the fame noble perfan. 
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CHAP. f. 

1 Chrift after his refurreélion afcendeth into heaven. 24 
The apofiles give themfelves unto prayer, and chufe 
Matthias in the room of Fudas. an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, 

Ter former treatife have I made, O Theophilus, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartho- 


| mount called Olivet, which is from Jerufalem a {abbath Anno 
of all rhat Jefus began both to do and teach, | lomew, and Matthew, James the fon of Alpheus, and 


day’s journey. pus 
13 And when they were come in, they went up into 


2 Until the day in which he was taken up, Simon Zelotes, and Judas te érether of James. pee 
after that he through the Holy Ghoft had given com- 14 Thefe all continued with one accord in prayer 
mandments unto the apoftles whom he had chofen : and fupplication, with the women, and Mary the mo- 

3 To whom alfo he fhewed himfelf alive after his ther of Jefus, and with his brethren. 
pafiion by many infallible proofs, being feen cf them 15 And in thofe days Peter flood up in the mid& 
of the difciples, and faid, (the number of the names 


the kingdom of God: together were about an hundred and twenty) 
4 And, being aflembled together with them, com- 16 Men end brethren, this {cripture muft needs have 
manded them that they fhould not depart from Jeru- been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghott by the mouth of 


dalem, but wait for the promife of the Father, which, David fpake before concerning Judas, which was guide 
faith be, ye have heard of me. to them that took Jefus. 

5 For john truly baptized with water; but ye fhall 17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained 
be baptized with the Holy Ghoft not many days hence. part of this miniftry. 

6 When they therefore were come together, they 18 Now this man purchafed a field with the reward 
afked of him, faying, Lord, wilt thou at this time re- of iniquity ; and falling headlong, he burft afndet in 
flere again the kingdom to Ifrael? the midit, and ail his bowels gufhed out. 

7 And he faid unto them, It is not for you to know ig And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jeru~ 
the times or the feafons, which the Father hath put in falem ; infomuch as that field is called in their proper 
his own power, tongue, Aceldama, that is to fay, The field of blood. 

8 But ye fhall reccive power, after that the Holy ac For it is written in the book of Pfalms, Let his 
Ghott is come upon you: and ye fhall be witnefles unto habitation be defolate, and let no man dwell therein ; 
me both in Jerafalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and his bifhoprick let another take. 
and unto the uttermoft part of the earth. 21 Wherefore of thefe men which have companied i 

g And when he had fpoken thefe things, while they with us all the time that the Lord Jefus went in anc 
beheld, he was taken up; and acloud received him out among us, ; 
out of their iehe. 22 Beginning from the baptifin of John, unto that 

10 @ And while they looked ftedfaftly toward hea- fame day that he was taken up from us, mult one be 
ven as he went up, behold, two men ftood by them in ordained to be a witnefs with us of his refurrection. 
white apparel ; 23 And they appointed two, Jofeph called Barfabas, 

11 Which alfo faid, Ye men of Galilee, why ftand who was furnamed Juftus, and Matthias. 
ye gazing up into heaven? this fame Jefus, which is 24. And they prayed, and faid, Thou, Lord, which 
taken up from you into heaven, fhall fo come in like knoweft the hearts of all men, fhew whether of thefe 
manner as ye have feen him go into heaven. two thou haft chofen, 6 

12 § Then returned they unto Jerufalem from the es 25 That 





COMMENTARY arp NOTES on CHAP. I. 

3 Speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.) | He 
gave them full iftructions concerning the nature of, his {piritual 
Kingdom, which before his refurreétion they did not rightly under- 
dhind. ‘ : 


9 A cloud received him, &c.] Some bright appearance like a cloud, 

accompanied by angels. J 
19 dteavas knocen, &C.) This verfe fhould be inclofed in a paren- 
thefis: they are not the words of Peter, bur the hiftorian. 
; rm, 
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The apofiles filled with the Holy Ghoft. The ACTS. Peter's fermon; great numbers converted by it; 


pees 





ag That he might take part of this minifiry and apof- 


POMING eof, from which Judas. by tranfgreffion tell, that he 
; be Y § 


might go to his own place. 

26 And they gave qoith their lots; and the Ist fell 
upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven 
apoltles. 

CHAP: IL. ; : 
1 The apoftles, filled with the Holy Ghoft, and fpeaking di- 
wers languages, are derided by fome. 37 Peter baptixeth 

a great nunber that were converted. 

ND when the day of Pentecoft was fully come, 

they were all with one accord in once place. 

2 And fuddenly there came a found from heaven 
ps of a rufhing mighty wind, and it filled all the houte 
where they were fitting. . 

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 
as of fire, and ic fat upon each of chem. 

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, and 
began to fpeak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them utterance. 

5 And there were dwelling at Jerufalem Jews,devout 
men, out of every nation under heaven. . 

6 Now when this was noifed abroad, the multitude 
came together, and were confounded, becanfethatcvery 
man heard them {peak in his own language. . 

7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, faying 
one,to asother, Behold, are not all thefe which {peak 
“Gahigans ? ; 

- And how hear we every man ih our own tongue, 

wherein we were born? 

9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mefopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappa- 
docia, in Pontus, and Afia, 

to Phrygia, and Pamphilia, in Egypt, and in the 
parts of Lybia about Cyrene, and ftrangers of Rome, 
Jews and profelytes, : 

11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them fpeak in 
gur tongues the wonderful works of God. 

‘yo And they were all amazed, atid were in doubt, 
faying one to another, What meaneth this? . 

13 Others mocking faid, Thefe men are full of new 
wine. 

14 But Peter, ftanding up with the eleven, lifted 

un his voice, and faid unto them, Ye men of Judea, 
and all ye that dwell at Jerufalem, be this known onto 
you, and hearken to my words: . 

15 For thefe are not drunken, as ye fuppofe, (eeing 
ic ds but the third hour of the day. 

16 But this is that which was fpoken by the pro- 
phet Joel ; 

17 And it thal! cxme to pafs in the laft days, faith 
God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all fcth: and 
your fons and your daughters fhall prophefy, and your 
young men fhall fee v:lions, and your old men thall 
dream dreams: 

18 And on my fervants and on my handmaidens I 
will pour out in thofe days of my Spirit; and they fhall 
prophefy: . ; 

» ¥9 And I will fhew wonders in heaven above, and 
figns in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour 
ot {moke: 

-20 The fun fhall be turned into darknefs, and the 
moan into blood, before that great and notable day 
of the Lord come: 

a1 And it fhall come to pafs, that whofoever fhall 
call on the name of the Lord fhall be faved. 

- a2 Ye men of Hrael, hear thefe words; Jefus of 


i a NR 
«gags To bis own place.) ‘To that miferable world which is appointed 
En thofe who live and die in their fins. 
es Generav, Rerrections on Chap. TF. 
“Lhe Joy the apoftles expreffed in having found the Meffiah, teaches 
us, that our greatelt happinefs is to know Chritt, and inviolably to 
re to him: Jet us alfo ferioufly confider, that he expeéts in his 
i ples purity of heart, an upright intention, a great avesfion to 
hypocrify, and a fincere Jove to truth and holinefs. 
@COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. IE 
1 When the day of Pentecaft, &c.] Pentecoft is the Greek word for 
fiftieth, it being the fiftieth day after the paffover, and was frequently 
«alk, The featt of weeks. 
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Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by mi- Ann 
racles ahd wonders and figns, which Gad did by him Pom 
3 


in the midit of you, as ye yourfelves alfo know: 

23 Him, being delivered by the determinate coun- 
fel and forckeowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
wicked hands have crucified and fain: : 

24 Whom God hath raifed up, having loofed the 
pains of death: becaufe it was not poflible that he 
fhould be holden of ir. 

25 For David {peaketh concerning him, I forefaw 
the Lord always betore my face, for he is on my right 
hand, that I fhould not be moved: 

26 Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue 
was glad; moreover alfo my Meth fhall reft in hope = 

27 Becaufe thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, nei+ 
ther wilt thou fuffer thine Holy Onc to fee corruption. 

28 Thou haft made known to me the ways of life; 
thou fhalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. 

29 Men and brethren, let me freely ipeakh unto you 
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buricd, 
and his fepulchre is with us unto this day. 

30 Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God 
had fworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his 
loins, according to the flefx, he would raife up Chrift 
to fit on his throne; 

1 He feeing this before fpake of the refurrection of 
Chrift, that his foul was not left in hell, neither bis Aefh 
did {ee corruption. 

32 This Jefus hath God raifed up, whereof we all 
are witnefles. , 

33 Therefore being by the right hand of God ex- 
alted, and having received of the Father the promife 
of the Holy Ghoft, he hath fhed forth this, which ye 
now fee and hear. 

34 Yot David is not afcended into the heavens: but 
he faith himfelf, The Lord faid unto my Lord, Sit thou 
on my right hand, 

g5 Until I make thy foes thy footflool. 

36 Therefore let all the houfe of Ifracl know affur- 
edly, that God hath made the tameJefus, whom ye have 
crucified, both*Loid and Chrift. 

37 {| Now when they heard this, they were pricked 
in their heart, and faid unto Peter and tothe refl of 
the apoftles, Men and brethren, what fhall we do? 

38 Then Peter faid unto them, Repent, and be bap- 
tized every one of you in the name of Jefus Chrift tor © 
the remiffion of fins, and ye thall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghoit. 

39 For the promife is unto you, and to your chil— 
dren, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the 
Lord our God fhall call. 

40 And with many other words did he teftify and 
exhort, faying, Save yourfelves from this untowarck 
generation. a 

41 Y Then they that gladly received his word were 
baptized: and the fame day there were added unto thenz 
about three thoufand fouls. 

42 And they continued ftedfaftly in the apoftles” 
doctrine and fellowfhip, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers. 

43 And fear came upon every foul: and many won- 
ders and figns were done by the apoftles. 

44 And all that believed were together, and had all 
things common ; 

’ 45 And fold their poffeffions and goods, and parted 
them to all men, as every man had need. 

46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in 

the 

19 dn the loft days, &c.] In the days of the Meffiah, when the 
gofpel was publifhed, which is the laft difpenfation of divine grace. 


21 Whofoever fball call om the name of the Lord, &c.} This ex- 
preffion is equivalent to, ‘* Him that cometh unto me (by repentance, 


faith, and prayer) I will in no wife caft out,” Fobu vie 37+ 


27 Thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, &c.] i. e- In the ftate oF 
the dead. As Chrift was holy, harmlefs, undefiled, and feparate from. 
finners, his body faw no corruption, but was raifed again on the third 
day by his own almighty power. 

43 Fear came, &.] A reverential fear, mixed with admiration 
and refpect. 
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the temple, and breaking bread from houfeto houfe, did 
eat their meat with gladnefs and finglenefs of heart. 

47 Praifing God, and having favour with all the 
people. And the Lord added to the church daily fuch 
as thould be faved. 

CHAP. QF.. 
1 The lame man healed by Peter and Fobn: 12 Peter de- 
clareth to the people that this cure was not wrought by 
any power or bolinefs in bimfelf or Fobn. 
Nex Peter and John went up together into the 
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth havr. 

2 And acertain man lame from his mother’s womb 
was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the 
temple which is called Beautiful, to afk alms of them 
that entered into the temple; 

3 Who feeing Peter and John about to go into the 
temple afked an alms. 

4 And Peter, failening his eyes upon him with John, 
faid, Look on us. 

5 And he gave heed unto them, expecting to receive 
fomething of them. 

6 Then Peter faid, Silver and gold have I none; 
but fuch as I have give I thee: In the name of Jefus 
Chrift of Nazareth rife up and walk. 

7 And he took him by the right hand, and lifted 
dim up: and immediately his fect and ancle bones 
received ftrength. 

8 And he leaping up ftood, and walked, and entered 
with them into the temple, walking, and Icaping, and 
praifing God. 

9 And all the people faw him walking and praifing 
God: 

10 And they knew that it was he which fat for alms 
at the Beautiful gate of the temple: and they were 
filled with wonder and amazement at that which had 
happened unto him. 

11 And asthe lame man which was healed held Peter 
and John, all the people ran together unto them in the 
porch that is called Solomon’s, greatly wondering. 

12 4] And when Peter faw 7#, he anfwered unto the 
people, Ye men of lfrael, why marvel ye at this? or 
why look ye fo carneftly on us, as though by our own 
power or holinefs we had made this man to walk? 

13 The God of Abraham, and of Haac, and of Ja- 
cob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son 
Jefus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the 
prefenceof Pilate, when he wasdetermined to let 4im go. 

14 But ye denied the Holy One and the Juft, and 
defired a murderer to be granted unto you; 

15 And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath 
raifed from the dead ; whereof we are witneffes. 

16 And his name through faith in his name hath 
made this man ftrong, whom ye fee and know: yea, 
the faith which is by him hath given him this perfect 
foundnefg in the prefence of you all. 

17 And now, brethren, 1 wot that through igno- 
rance ye did #, as did alfo your rulers. 

18 But thole things, which God before had fhewed 
by the mouth cf all his prophets, that Chrift fhould 
duffer, he hath fo fulfilled. 

19 Repent yc therefore, and be converted, that your 





47 Such as fhonld be faved, &c.) 'Thofe who by faith in Chrift were 

admitted into the Chriltian covenant of falvation. 
Generar Rertcetions on Chap. II. 

All Chriftians fhould propofe to themfelves, fora pattern, what St. Luke 
tells us of the ftate of the church of Jerufalem, and particularly of the 
piety of thofe firft Chriftians, of the admirable union there was among 
them, and of the innocency of their lives and manners. 

COMMENTARY and NOTES on CHAP. III. 

4 And Peter—faid, Look on us, &c.] As the cripple looked up to 
the apoitle, fo may we look up to the minifters of God; hear them, 
and apply to them, placing ourfelves under the word difpenfed by them, 
being diligent in the ufe of all the means of grace. 

12 And hen Peter, &c.) _Chrift’s power, not his apoflles holinefs, 
was the caufe of all the miracles wrought by them. 

26 Aad his name through faith, &c.| As it is the property and pre- 
rogative of God to do great things, fo it is the duty and privilege of 
faith to expeét great things of God, who is honoured by our faith in 
his promifes. = 

No. 66. 


whereby we mult be faved. 





fins may be blotted out, when the times of refrething 
fhall come from the prefence of the Lard ; ‘ 
2¢ And he fhall fend Jefus Chrift, which before was 
preached unto you: 
21 Whom the heaven muft receive until the times of 


J reflitution of all things, which God hath fpoken by the 


mouth of all his holy prophets fince the world began. 
22 For Mofes truly faid unto the fathers, A prophet 
fhall the Lord your God raife up unto you of your 
brethren, like unto me; him fhall ye hear in all things 
whatfoever he fhall fay unto you. 
23 And it fhall come to pafs, that every foul, which 
will not hear that prophet, fhall be deftroyed from 


f among the people. 


24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and thofe 


j that follow aftcr, as many as have fpoken, have like~ 
f wife foretold of thefe days. 


25 Yearethe children of the prophets, and of the 


f covenant which God made with our fathers, faying 
unto Abraham, And in thy feed fhall all the kindreds 


of the earth be bleffed. 

26 Unto you firlt, God having raifed up his Son Je- 
fus, fent him to blefs you, in turning away every one 
of you from his iniquities. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 The rulers of the Jews, offended with Peter and Fobn, 
examine them. & By Peters bo'dnefs 13 they are com- 
manded to [peak i:9 more in the name of Jefus. 23 The 
church tetaketh itjef to prayer. 

ND as they fpake unto the pecple, the priefts, 
and the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, _ 


f came upon them, 


> 





The lame healed by Peter and Fohn. CHAP. WIL. IV. Peter and Fohn threatened by the council. 
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2 Being gricved that they taught the people, and ; 


preached through Jefus the refurrection from the dead. 
And they laid hands on them, and put them in 


t hold unto the next day: for it was now eventide. 


4 Howbeit many of them which heard the word 
believed; and the number of the men was about five 
thoufand. 

5 § And it came to pafs on the morrow, that their 
rulers, and elders, and Icribes, 

6 And Annas the high prieft, and Caiaphas, and 


f John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the 


kindred of the high prieft, were gathered together at 


f Jerufalem. 


7 And when they had fet them in the midft, they 


f afked, By what power, or by what name, have ye 
f done this? 


8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghoft, faid unto 


s them, Ye rulers of the people, and elders of Iirael, 


9 If we this day be examined of the good decd done 


} to the impotent man, by what means he is made whole; 


to Be it known unto you all, and to all the people 


f of Ifrael, that by the name of Jefus Chrift of Nazareth, 


whom ye crucified, whom God raifed from the dead, 
even by him doth this nvan ftand here before you whole. 


11 This is the tone which was fet at nought of your 


builders, which is become the head of the corner. 
12 Neither is there falvation in any other: for there 
is none other name under heaven given among men, 


13 YF Now 


19 The time of refrefbing, &c.] ‘Vhat folid joy and peace of mind 
‘which frequently arifes in the mind of every true Chriftian, from the 
fenfation of the divine benignity towards them. 

26 In turning away every one of you from bis intguitics. | Peter here 
intimates to the Jews, that the bleffing Chrift difpenfes is not a tem~ 
ee blefling, a pompous Meffiah, a fecular kingdom, as they expected 5 

at {piritual, in turning fouls from fin to God. x 
Generat Rerrections on Chap. HT 
Since we have the happinefs to hear the voice of the Son of God, who 
was fent into the world to blefs us, by turning us from our iniquities, 
let us yield him duc obedience, and receive with gratitude and faith 
the bleffings offered to us in Chrift fefus. 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

12 There is none other name—whereby eve mnuft be faved. -]— The 
reafon of this declaration is evident; becaufe no one but Jefus Chrit, 
who was man that he might faffer, and God that he might fatisfy. 
could offer up a valuable atonement to divine juitice for the fins of 
mankind. 
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The church prayeth to God. 
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13 & Now when they faw the boldnefs of Peter and 
John, and perceived that they were unlearned and ig- 
norant men, they marvelled; and they took know- 
ledge of them, that they had been with Jefus. 

14 And beholding the man which was healed ftand- 
ing with them, they could fay nothing againft it. 

15 But when they had commanded them to go afide 
out of the council, they conferred among themfelves, 

16 Saying, What fhall we do to thefe men? for that 
indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them zs 
manifeft to all them that well in Jerufalem; and we 
cannot deny it. 

i7 But that it {pread no further‘among the people, 
let us ftraitly threaten them, that they fpeak hence- 
forth to no man in this name. 

18 And they called them, and commanded them not 
to fpeak at all nor teach in the name of Jefus. 

19 But Peter and John anfwered and faid unto them, 
Whether it be right ja the fight of God to hearken 
unto you more than unto God, judge ye. 

20 For we cannot but {peak the things which we 
have fren and heard. 

21 So when they had further threatened them, they 
lect thern go, finding nothing how they might puuith 
them, becaule of the people: for all men glorified God 
dor that which was done. . 

22 For the man was above forty ycars old, on whom 
this miracle of healing was fhewed. 

23 4 And being let go, they went to their own 
conipany, and reported all that the chief priefts and 
elders had faid unto them. 

24 And when they heard that, they lifted up their 
voice to God with one accord, and faid, Lord, thou 
ar? God, which haft made heaven, and earth, and the 
fea, and all that in them is: 

25 Who by the mouth of thy fervant David haft 
faid, Why did the heathen rage, and the people ima- 
gine vain things? 

26 Vhe kings of the earth ftood up, and the rulers 
were gathered together againft the Lord, and againft 
his Chrift. 

27 For ofatruth againgt thy holy child Jefus, whom 
thou haft anointed, both Ierod and Pontius Pilate, 
with the Gentiles, and the people of Ifracl, were ga- 
thered together, 

28 For to do whatfoever thy hand and thy counfel 
determined before to be done, 

ey And now, Lord, behold their threatenings ; and 
grant unto thy fervants, that with all boldnefs they 
may fpeak thy word, 

_ go By firciching forth thine hand to heal; and that 
figns and wonders may be done by the name of thy 
‘holy child Jefus. 

31 4 And when they had prayed, the place was 
adhaken where they were aflembled together; and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghoft, and they fpake 
the werd of God with boldnefs. 

32 And the multitucle of them that believed were 
of one heart and of one foul: neither faid any of them 
that ought of the things which he poffefled was his 
own; but they had all things common. 

33 sad with great power gave the apoftles witne!s 
of the refurrection of the Lord Jefus: and great grace 

‘Was Upon them all. 

34 Werher was there any among them that lacked: 
for as many as Were pellcilors of lands or houtes fold 





ee 








27, 28 Of a truth, &c.] Some commentators render this paffage 
thos; Vhar Uerod and Poattus Pilate gathered themfelves together, 







Geaules and people of Ifrael, againit his holy child Jefus, 
whom he ianotnted ro dy whatfoever his power and wifGem had 
before determined to be done. 

33 Great erace cvs ipsit thes all, Theic views ard difpofitions 
were fpirita ad luavendy, feeking above all things the glory of Gud, 
and the welfare and fupport of the church. 


*wwith the 





Gresreat Rerrvectiors on Chap. IV. 
We are herein net to fear the frowns cf men when we are ina rightcous 


caufe: bur to be zealous for the truth, and implore de divine 
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the fin of Ananias and Sapphira: 


TT a A eee, 


them, and brought the prices of the things that were 

fold, : 

35 And laid them down at the apoftles’ feet: and 
cliftribution was made unto every man according as 
he had need. = 

36 And Jofes, who by the apoftles was furnamed 
Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, Vhe fon of can- 
folation) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus, 

37 Idaving land, fold 7#, and brought the money, 
and laid i at the apoitles’ feet. iv 

CHAP. VY. 

1 Ananias and Sapphira fall down dead. 12 The apostles 
work many miracles: 17 they are taiprifoned, but releafed 
by an angel: 33 Gamaliel keepeth them from killing. 

Bo a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira 

his wife, fold a poflzflion, 

2 And kept back part of the price, his wife alfo be- 
ing privy fo if, and brought a certain part, and laid /s 
at the apoftles’ feet. 

3 But Peter faid, Ananias, why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghoft, and to keep back 
part of the price of the land? 

4 Whiles it remained, was it not thine own? and 
afier it was fold, was it not in thine own power? why 
haft thou conceived this thing in thine beat? thou 
haft not lied unto men, but unto God. 

5 And Ananias hearing thefe words fell dow n, and 
gave up the ghoft: and great fear came on all them 
that heard thefe things. 

6 And the young men arofe, wound him up, and 
carried 47m out, and buried 47m. 

7 And it was about the fpace of three hours after, 
when his wife, not knowing what was done, came in. 

8 And Peter anfwered unto her, Tell me whether 
ye fold the land for fo much? And fhe fuid, Yea, for 
fo much. 

9 Then Peter faid unto her, How is it that ye have 
agreed together to tempt the Spirit of the Lord? he- 
hold, the feet of them which have buried thy hufband 
are at the doar, and fhall carry thee out. 

10 Then fell fhe down flraightway at his fect, and 
yielded up the ghoit: and the young men caine in, 
and found her dead, and, carrying er forth, buried 
ber by her hufband. 

11 And great fear came upon all the church, and 
upon as many as heard thefe things. 

124 And by the hands of the apoftles were many 
figns and wonders wrought among the people; (and 
they were all with one accord in Solamon’s porch, 

13 And of the reft curdt no man join himfelf to them: 
but the people maguificd them. 

14 And believers were the more added to th 
multitudes both of men and women.) 

15 Infomuch that they brought forth the fick intothe 
ftreets, and laid them on beds and couches, that at the 
leaft the fhadow of Peter pafling by might overfhadow 
fome of them. 

16 There came alfo a multitude out of the cities 
round about unto Jerufalem, bringing fick folks, and 
them which were vexed with unclcan {pirits: and they 
were healed every one. 

17 4] Then the high prieft rofe up, and all they that 
were with him, (which isthe fect of the Sadducees) 
and wer? filled with indignation, 

18 And latd their hands on the apoftles, and put 
them in the common prifon. 


¢ Lord, 


19 But 
__O 
affitance, believing that God will always protcét and deliver thofe 
who love and obcy him, while he brings ro nought the vain etiurts 
of perfecutors. 


COMMENTARY axn NOTES ox CHAP. y, 


Why hath Satan filled thine heart, &.] Why hatt thou been 7% 

: 'y : 1 been To 

wicked, fo covetous, fo corrupt, as to fuffer Satan to tempt thee to 
difimulation and hypocrify ? 

43 dad of the ret, &e.] "The late awful judgment of God deterred 
others from making a formal profeffien of Chiiftianiiy, who in their 
heurts were not recencile:! te its do¢trines, 

29 fe 
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eee ek pe ee af 
The apofiles imprifoned. CTA, 
go SA A OE MELE OT 
Atho = 19 But the angel of the Lord by night opened the 
MINE |: a : ; i 
prifon doors, and brought them forth, and faid, 
id go Go, fiand and {peak in the temple to the people 
all the wards of this life. 

21 And when they heard that, they entered into the 
temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high 
prieft came, and they that were with him, and called 
the council together, and all the fenate of the children 
of Ifrael, and tent to the prifon to have them brought. 

22 But when the officers came, and found them not 
in the piifon, they returned, and told, 

23 Saying, the prifon truly found we fhut with all 
fafety,andthekeepers (tanding without before thedoors: 
but when we had opened, we found no man within. 

24 Now when the high prieft and the captain of the 
temple and the chief priefis heard thefe things, they 
doubted of them whereunto this would grow. 

25 Then came one and told them, faying, Behold, 
the men whom ye put in prifon are ftanding in the 
temple, and teaching the people. 

26 Then went the captain with the officers, and 
brought them without violence: for they feared the 
people, Ic they fhould have been floned. 

27 And when they had brought them, they fet f/em 
before the council: and the high prieft afked them, 

28 Saying, Did not we flraitly command you that 
ye fhould not teach in this name? and, behold, ye 
have filled Jernufatem with your doctrine, and intend 
to bring this man's blood upon us. 

29 4 Then Peter and the other apoftles anfwered 
and faid, We ought to obey Ged rather than men. 

30 ‘Tie God of our fathers raifed up Jefus, whom 
ye flew and hanged on a tree. | Sea dats 

31 Him hath God exalted with his right hand fo be 
a prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Hracl, 4 
and forgivenefs of fins. . 

s2 And weare his witnefics of thefe things; and /o }I 
is alfo the oly Ghoft, whom God hath given to them } 
that obey bim. 

33 q When they heard tbat, they were cut fo the fj 
heart, and took counfel to flay them. 

34 Then flood there up one in the council, a Phari- 
fee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in re- ff 

utation among all the people, and commancled to put {ff 


the apoliles forth a little fpace ; | 
35 And faid unto them, Ye men of Ifrael, take ff 


heed to yoarfelves what ye intend to do as touching ff 
thefe men. 

36 Vor before thefe days rofe up Theudas, boafting || 
himlelf to be fomebady ; to whom a number of men, 
about four hundred. joined themfelves: who was flain; 
and all, as many as obeyed him, were fcattered, and 
brought to nongir. Sant 

37 After this man rofe up Judas of Galilee in the fj 
days of the taxing, and drew away much people after } | 
him: he alfo periihed ; and all, even as many as obeyed { 
him, were dilpertect. ; 

38 And now I fay unto you, Refrain from thefe 
men, and Iet them alone: for if this counfel or this | 
work be cf men, it will come to nought: 

39 But if it be af God, ye cannot overthrow it; 
left haply ye be found even to fight againft God. 

go And to him they agreed: and when they had 
called the apafiles, and beaten them, they commanded 
that they ¢hould not fpeak in the name of Jefus, and |} 
let them go. 

20 Ue oneht to shey Gad rather than vn.) In matters of confcience § f 
and our duty to God, his word and will mutt be preferably adhered to, | ' 


and be our rule. : 
34 Us 2, &c.] He was onc of the learned Jewifh doctors who § 

prefided at the head of a college: he was St. Paul’s precepror. ; 

Gewrrat Reerweerirons on Chap. V. 

The example bifore us, of the dreadful puniihment of fulfhaad and 
deccit, tezches us. this God knows men’s hearts, and the moit hidden 
Secrets. And the courage and conflancy of the apoities is a leffon to 
us, to Lear, even with joy, the evils to which we may be expofed 
by a perfes crance in duty. : 

CUOMMEDS FLARY ann NOTES on CHAP. VI. 
3 Cr bony! report, Kee} OF approved integrity, irreprorchable 
chara¢icr, and cxumplary zeal. 
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hearken; The God of glory appeared unto our father 
Abraham. when he was in Mefopotamia, before he 





. 3 
Stephen's apology. 
peer ate ie 


4G And they departed from the prefence of the Anno 


council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 


fuffer fhame for his name. 

42 And daily in the temple, and in every houfe, 
ceafedl not to teach and preach Jefus Chritt. 

. CHAP. VI. 

1 The apoples care for the poor, and for preaching the 
word, 5 of whom Stephen is one: 12 cho is taken, 13 
and falfly accufed. 

N D in thofe days, when the number of the difci- 
ples was multiplied, there arofea murmuring of 


they 


f the Grecians againtt the Hebrews, becanfe their widows 
were neglected in the daily miniftration. 


2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the difci- 


i ples unto them, and faid, It is not reafon that we fhould 


leave the word of God, and ferve tables. 
3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you 
feven men of honelt report, full of the Holy Ghoft and 


f wifdom, whom we may appoint over this bufine(s. 


4 But we will give ourfelves continually to prayer, 
and to the miniftry of the word. 
5 ¥ And the faying pleafed the whole multitude: 


DOMINI 
33° 


and they chofe Stephen, a man full of faith and of the . 


Holy Ghoft, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, 


f and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proiclyte of 


Antioch : 
6 Whom they fet before the apofiles: and when they 


had prayed, they laid the7r hands on them. 


7 And the word of God increafed ; and the number 


of the difciples multiplied in Jerufalem greatly; anda 
j great company of the priefts were obedient to the faith. 


8 @ And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great 
wonders and miracles among the pcople. 
9 Then there arofe certain of the fynagogue, which 


h iscalled the fynagogue of the Libertines, and the Cyre- 


nians, and Alexandrians, and of them of Cilicia, and 
of Afia difputing with Stephen. 
10 And they were not able to refift the wifdom and 


|} the fpirit by which he fpake. 


11 a’hen they fuborned men, which faid, We have 


jj beard him fpeak blafphemous words againft Mofes, 
fi and again? God. 


12-And they ftirred up the people, and the elders, 
and the fcribes, and came upon him, and caught him, 


} and brought Jim to the council, 


13 And fet up falfe witneffes, which faid, This man 


, ceafeth not to {peak blafphemous words againft this 
FR holy place, and the law: 


14 For we have heard him fay, that this Jefus of 
Nazareth fhali deftroy this place, and fhall change the 


#} cuftoms which Mofes delivered us. 


15 And all that fat in the council, looking ftedfaftly 

on him, fiw his face as it had becn the face of an angel. 

CHAP. VII. 

1 Stephen’s anfwer relateth how God called Abraham, and 
gave him and bis feed the land of Canaan by promife ; 
9 how Fofeph was fold by his brethren. 51 He reproach- 
eth bis hearers with rebellion, and murdering of Chri; 
54 thercfore they ftone him to death. 

EN faid the high prieft, Are thefe things fo? 

2 And he faid, Men, brethren, and fathers, 


dwelt in Charran, 
3 And faid unto him, Get thee out of thy country, 
and 


tr rn 
7 Were obedient to the faith, &c.] Embraced the gofpel, and obeyed 
its precepts. 
g Libertines, &c.] Jews born in Rome, whofe ancellors had been in 


| flavery there, but the fons or grandfons declared free. 


15 ds it bad been the face of an ange! A fupernatural fplendor, 
as on the countenance of Mofes, Exed. xxx1V. 29. 


Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIL 


We may infer from hence, that none fhould be put into ecclefiaftical 
offices, but perfons who are found in the faith, havea good teflimons, 
and are of unblemifhed lite and converfation, experiencing the traths 
they deliver to others. 

COMMENTARY 
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Stephen's apelery. 
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and from thy kindred, and come into the Jand which 
1 fhall fhew thee. 

4 Then came he out of the land of the Chaldcans, 
and dwelt in Charran: and from thence, when his 
father was dead, the removed him into this land, 
wherein ye now dwell. : : i 

5 And he gave fim none inheritance in it, no, not 
fo much as to fer his foot on: yet he promifed that he 
would give it hin for a poffeflion, and to his feed after 
him, when as yet he had no child. 

6 And ¢iod tpake on this wife, That his feed fhould 
fojourn in a flrange land; and that they fhould bring 
them into bondage, and encreat them evil four hundred 
years. F ; 

7 And the nation to wrom they fhail be in bondage 
will | judge, faid God: and after that fhall they come 
forth, and ferve me in this piace. . 

8 And he gave him the covenant of circumcifion : 
and fo Abrabem begat ase, and circumcifed him the 
eighth day ; and Maac dezal Jacob; and Jacob ¢ezat 
the twelve patriarchs. “ 

9 Y And the patriarchs, moved with envy, fold 
Jofeph into Egypt: but God was with him, 

to And delivered him out of all his affictions, and 
gave him favour and wifdom in the fight of Pharaoh 
king of Eyypt; and he made him governor over Egypt 
and all iis houfe. 

ii Now there came a dearth over all the land of 
Egypt and Chanaan,and great aftliction : and our fathers 
found no fullenance. 

12 But when Jacob heard that there was corn in 
Egypt, he fent our our fathers firft. 

ig And at the fecond t.me Joleph was made known 
to his brethren; and Jofeph’s kindred was made known 
unto Pharaoh. 

14 Then fent Jofeph, and called his father Jacob to 
dim, and all his kindred, threefeore and fifteen fouls. 

15 So Jacob went down into Egypt, and died, he, 
and our lathers, 

16 And were carried over into Sychem, and laid in 
the fepulchre that Abraham bought fora fum of money 
of the fons of Emmor the father of Sychem. 

17 But when the time of the promife drew nigh, 
which God had {worn to Abraham, the people grew 
and multiplied in Egypt, 

18 Till another king arofe, which knew not Jofeph. 

1g The fame deale fubtilly with our kindred, and 
evil entreated our fathers, fo that they caft out their 
young children, to the end they might not live. 

20 In which time Mofes was born, and was exceed-” 
ing fair, and nourifhed up in his father’s houfe three 
months: 

21 And when he was caft out, Pharaoh’s daughter 
tock him up, and nourifhed him for her own fon. 

22 And Mofes was learned in all the wifdom of the 
Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds. 

3 And when he was full forty years old, it came 
into his heart to vific his brethren the children of Ifrael. 
a4 And feeing one of them fuffer wrong, he defended 
hin, and avenged him that was opprefled, and fmote 
the Egyptian: : 

25 For he fuppofed his brethren would have under- 
flood how that God by his hand would deliver them : 
but they underfiood not. : 

26 And the next day he fhewed himfelf uato them 
as they ftrove, and would have fet them at one again, 
faying, Sirs, ye are brethren ; why do ye wrong one 
to another? 

27 But he that did his neighbour wrong thruit him, 
away, faying, Who made thee a ruler and a judge 


aver us? 
cc A 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. VII. 

14 Threceore and fifteen, &e.) This number includes the five fons 
of Ephraim and Manaffch, born in Egypt. 

16 That Abraham bought, &c.] It is fuppofed that St. Luke firft 
wrote, which he bought, i. e. Jacob, which was really the cafe. 

22 And Mofes was learned, &¢.]_ He was brought up and educated 
in the roysl palace of Pharaoh, till he was about forty years of age. 
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28 Wilt thou kill me, as thou dideit the 
yellerday ? 

2y Then fled Moves at this faying, and wasa ftranger 
in the land ef Madian. where be begat two fons. 

go And when forty years were expired, there ap~ 

eared to him in the wildernefs of mount Sinai an 
angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a butfh. 

36 When Motes faw 7, he wondered at the fight : 
and as be drew near to behold 7f, the voice of the Lord 
came unto him, : 

92 S.ying, Lam the Ged of thy fathers, the God of 
Abrabam, and the God of Lfaac, and the God of Jacob. 
Phen M. fes trembled, and durft not behold. 

23 Phen faid the Lord to -him, Put off chy fhoes 
from thy fect: for the place where thou flandeit is 
holy ground. 

34 I have feen, I have feen the afiliction of my peo- 
ple which isin Lgypt, and I have heard their groaning, 
and am come down to deliver them. Aud now come, 
1 will fend thee into Egypt. 

35 This Mofes whom they refufedc, faying, Who 
mace thee aruler and ajudgesl the fame did God fend 
to dearuler and adeliverer by the hand of the angel 
which appeared to him in the bufh. 

°36 ide brought them out, after that he had fhewed 
wouders and ftyns in the land of Meypt, and in the 
Red fea, and in the wildernefs forty years. 

37 4 This is tnat Mofes, which faid unto the chil- 
dren of Hracl, A prophet fhall the Lord your God 
raife up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; 
hin fhall ye hear, 

38 This is he that was in the church in the wilder- 
nets with the angel which fpake to him in the mount 
Sina, and soft our Fathers: who received the oracles 
to give unto us: 

39 Lo whom our Tathers would not obey, but thruft 
dim from them, and in their hearts turned back again 
into Egypt, 

40 Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before 
us: for as for this Muics, winch brought us out of the 
land of Egypt, we wot not what is become cf him. 

4 And they madea calf in thofe days, and oflered 
facrifice unto the idol, and rejoiced in the works of 
their own hands. 

42 Then God turned, and gave them up to worfhip 
the hoft of heaven; as itis written in the bool: of the 
prophets, O yc houfe of Hrael, have yc offered to me 
flain beafts and facrifices by the face of forty years in 
the wildernefs? 

43 Yea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and the 
ttar of your god Remphan, figures which ye made to wor- 
fhip them, and I will carry you away beyond Babylon. 

4494 Our fathers had the tabernacle of witnels in 
the wildernefs, as he had appointed, fpeaking unto 
Mofes, that he fhould make it according to the fafhion 
that he had feen. 

45 Which alfo our fathers that came after brought 
in with Jefus into the poffeffion of the Gentiles, whona 
God drave out before the face of our fathers, unto the 
days of David; 

46 Who found favour before God, and defired to 
find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. 

47 But Solomon built him an houfe. 

48 Howbeit the Moft High dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands; as faith the prophet. 

49 Heaven zs my throne, and earth 7s my footftool: 
what honfe will ye build me? faith the Lord: or what 
is the place of my reft? 

50 Hath not my hand made all thefe things? 

5t Ye ftiffmecked and uncircumcifed in heart and 

ears, 





48 Howvbeit, &c.} Stephen here intimates, that to the Divine Leingw 
who fills immenfity, all places of worfhip were alike, provisied the heart 
and affections were upright ; hut, if that was nor the cafe, the fervice 
became odious, and the building contemptible, as appears by the de- 
ftru€tian of the two temples, previous to the eftablifiment af the more 
{piritua! worfhip of the Metiah, 

3 GEneEras. 
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Stephen Sioned. 
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ye do always sed ceall die oly GhSE: SevoRE RNC aE. 4k Seige ea the Holy Ghoft: as your fathers 
did, fo do ye. 

52 sVhich of the prophets have not your fathers per- 
fecuted? and they have flain them which fhewed before 
of the coming of the Juft One; OF whom ye have been 
now the betrayers and murderers 

53 Who have received the law oy the difpofition of 
angels, and have not kept #¢. 

544 When they heard thefe things, they were cut to 
the heart, and they gnafhed on him with fhefr teeth. 

55 But he, being full of the Holy Ghoft, looked up 
ite aay: into heaven, and faw the glary of God, aad 

cfus ftanding on the ‘Tight hand of God, 

56 And {aidl, behold I fee the heavens opened, and 
the Son of man ftanding on the right hand of God. 

57 (hen they cricd out with aloud voice, and ftop- 
ped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, 

53 And calt bim out of the city, and ftoned him: 
and the witneiles laid down tieir clothes at a young 
man’s feet, whofe name was Saul. 

59 And they floned Stephen, calling § Ugon God, and 
faying, Lord Jefus, receive my fpirit. 

60 And he kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice, Lord, lay not this fin to their charge. And 
when he had faid this, he fell afleep. 

CHAP. VUL 

1 The church planted by Philip in Samaria; 14 confirmed 
end enlarged hy Peter and Jobn. 26 Philip is Jent by 

az angel to convert and baptize an Ethiopian eunuch. 
ND Saul was confenting unto his death. And 
at that time there was a perfecution againft the 
church which was at Jerufalem; and they were all feat- 
tered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Sa. 

inaria, except the apofiles. 

2 And devout men carried Stephen fo his burial, 
and made great lamentation over him. 

3 As for Saul, he made havock of the church, en- 
tering into every houfe, and haling men and women, 
commnitted them to prifen. 

4 Ee roieie they that were feattered abroad went 
every where preaching the word. 

5 chen Philip went down to the city of Samaria, 
and preached Chrifi unto them, 

6 “.nd the people with one accord gave heed unto 
thofe things which Philip {pake, hearing and {ecing 
the miracles which he did. 

7 Yor unclean {pirits, crying with loud voice, came 
out of many that were poffefled wit) them: and many 
taken with pallies, and that were Jame, were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 

9 Sf But there was a certain man, called Simon, 
which before time in the fame city ufed forcery, and 
bewitched the peopie of Samaria, giving out that him- 
felf was fomie great one: 

10 Towhom they all gave heed, from the Ieaft to 
the gveateft, faying, This man isthe great power of God. 

t1 And to him they had regard, becaufe that of long 
time he had bewitched them with forcerics. 

12 But when they believed Philip preaching the 
things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name 
f Joras Chrifl, they were baptized, both men and 


a. 
out 
i 
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hen Simon himfelf believed alfo: and when he 
anh ptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, 
ponalvine the miracles and fiyns which were done. 

14 9%] Now when the apoftles which were at Jeru- 
falem heard that Samaria had reccived the word of 
God, they fent unto them Peter and John: 





Rrirnetronxs on Chap. VII. 

1 Should animate us to undergo w ith courage 

ae Hien of the truth may expofe us to, even 

fo thetatuer lat hour we may alio tefign 

2 Lord Jefus, and feep peaceably 2 in 

on. 

ip NOLES on CIIAP. VIII. 
This was Philip the deacon, who was 

eseimidioncd to preach ti gofpel to the Samaritans, the defcendants 

ew! toch, though & hifimatic ind adolaters. 

nye ae jut wie thon Poer, &.) As Peter was fent on this errand 
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15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for 
them, that they might receive the Holy Caolt: 

16 Por as yet be was fallen upon none of them: only 
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jefus. 

17. Vhen Jaid they féefr hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Ghott. 

18 J And when Simon faw that through laying on 
of the apofiles’ hands the Holy Ghoft was given, he 
offercd them moncy, 

19 Saying, Give me alfo this power, that on whom- 
foever I lay hands, he may receive the Holy Ghott. 

20 But Peter faid unto him, ‘T hy money perifh with 
thee, becaufe thou hatt thought that the eft of Gad 
may be purchafed with money. 

er ‘Fhou haft neither part nor lot in this matter: 
for thy heart is not right in the fiche of Cod. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickednefS, an 
pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may 
be forgiven thee. 

23 For I perceive that thou art in the gall of bitter- 
nefs, and 72 the bond of iniquity. 

24 Then anfwered Sitnon, and faid, Pray ye to the 
Lord for me, that none of thefe thines which ye have 
oes come upon me. 

5 And they, when they had teftified and preached 
die word of the Lord, returned to ferufalem, and 
preached the gofpel in many villages of rhe Samaritans. 

26 F@ And the ange! of the dard fpake nuto Philin, 
faying, Arife, and go toward the fouth unta the w ay 
that gocth down from Jerufalem unto Gaza, which is 
defert. 

27 And he arofe and went: and, behold, a man of 
Icthiopia, an eunuch of preat authority uncer Candace 
queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charze of all 
her treafure, and had come to Jerufalem for to w orfhip, 

28 Was returning, and fitting in his chariot, read 
Efaias the propher. 

29 Then the-Spirit faid unto Philip, 
join ry felf to this chariot. 

go And Philip ran thither to dim, and heard him 
read the prophet Efzias, and faid, Underfiandeti thou 
what thou readcft ? 

gt And he faid, How can J, except fome man fhould 
guideme? And re defied Philip that he would come 
and fit with him. 

32 The place of the fcripture which he read wes 
this, He was Ied asa fheep to the flaug hters; and like 
a jamb dumb before his fhearer, fo he. opened n not his 
mouth : 

* 33 In his humiliation his judgment was taken away: 
and who fhall declare bis generation? for his life is 
taken from the carth, 

34 And the eunuch anfwered Philip, and faidl, T pray 
thee, of whom fpeaketh the propher this? of hit BRIE 
or fome other man? 

35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and bean at th 
fame fcripture, and preached unto him Je fue, 

36 And as they went on fle way, they came unto 
a cert: ain water: andibeeunuch faid, See, bere is 
what doth hinder me to be bapti ined} es 

37 And Philip faid, If thou believelt with all thine 
heart, thon maycft. And he antwered and faid, 1 be- 
lieve that Jefus Chrift is the Son ot God. 

38 And he commanded the chariot to Band fill: 
and they went down both inro the water, both Phill ip 
and the cunuch: and he baptized him. 

39 And when they were come up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the 

eunuch 


none meen 
diner then the lesinction of his being uheir 


Go near, and 


Waller; 






iy the other apoftles, they h 
head of fuperior, as the } s foncly dream. 

24 Then anfavered Simin, nevi Eulebius tells us, Uris Simon was the 
firft heretick in the church. and denied the divinity of our Lurd, wlicn 
isa fundamental doétrine of Chrifliar ‘ 

27 da cuinch, &e.] He was a gre 
fome time a profelyte ty the Jews re 
jnftrumental : in planting a church in Eth wa. 

39 The [piri of ? the Lord cuape, taway £2 
MS, and cn old copies, read ta th «ier 
upon the cunuch, batan angel of die Lure c auphe 
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Saul’s miraculous converfion. 





Anno eunuch faw him no more: and he went on his way 


Homisi 
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A.D: 35. AY D Saul, yet breathing 


rejoicing. 
40 But Philip was found at Azotus: and paffing 
through he preached in all the cities, till he came to 


Cefarea. . 
‘ CHAP. IX. 
1 Saul going towards Damafcus is hee down to the 
earth: 10 is called to the apofilefoip, 18 baptized by 
Chrift. 
out threatenings and 
flaughter againit the difciples of the Lord, went 
unto the high prieit, 

2 And defired of him letters to Damafcus to the 
fynagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether 
they were men or women, he might bring them bound 
unto Jerufalem. 

3 And as he journeyed, he came near Damafcus : 
and fuddenly there fhined round about him a light 
from heaven: 

4 And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice faying 
unto him, Sau!, Saul, why perfecuteft thou me? 

5 And he faid, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord 
{aid, Lam Jefus whom thou perfecutelt; 7£ is hard tor 
thee to kick againft the pricks. 

6 And he trembling and aftonifbed faid, Lord, what 
wilt thou have me todo? And the Lord /a7dunto him, 
Arife, and go into the city, and it flhall be told thee 
awhat thou muft do, 

7 Aad the men which journeyed with him food 
{peechlefs, hearing a voice, but {ecing no mab. 

8 And Saul arofe from the earth; and when his eyes 
were opened, he faw no man: but they led him by the 
band, and brought dim into Damatcus. 

g And he was thice days without fight, and neither 
did eat nor drink. . 

104) And there was a certain difciple at Damafcus, 
named Ananias? and to him faid the Lord ina vifion, 
‘Anapias. And he faid, Behold, I am here; Lord. 

at And the Lord /aid unto him, Arife, and go into 
the ilreet which is called Straight, and enquire in the 
houfe of Judas for one called Saul of ‘Yar fus : for, be- 
hold, he prayeth, 

y2 And hath ieen ina vifiona man named Ananias 
coming in, and putting 4is hand on him, that he might 
receive his fight. 

"43 Then Ananias anfwered, Lord, I have heard by 
many of this man, how much evil he hath done to thy 
daints at Jerufalem: 

14 And here he hath authority from the chief priefts 
to bind all that call on thy name. 

15 But the Lerd faid unto him, Go thy way: for 
he is a chofen veflcl unto me, to bear my name before 
the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Ifrael: 

16 For I will fhew him how great things he muit 
fulfer for my name’s fake. 

17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the 
houfe; and putting his hands or him faid, Brother 
Saul, the Lord, eve Jefus, that appeared unto thee in 
the way as thou cameit, hath fent me, that thou mighteft 
receive thy fight, and be filled with the Holy Ghoft. 

18 And immediately there fell from his cyes as it 
had been {fcales:: and he received fight forthwith, and 
ardfe, and was baptized. 

19 And when he had reccived meat, he was firength- 
ened. ‘Then was Saul certain days with the difciples 
which were at Damat{cus. 


Ananias, 20 and preacheth 


earn LD 


Gewerat ReFruecTtions on Chap. VIII. 

#rom the condné of Simon we nay Iearn, that it isa deteftable impiety 
to make religion fubfervient to the purpofes of covetoufnefs and 
ambition. On the atber hand, the dedire of the enuch to underitand 
the feriptures, and his docility, teach us, that it is good to be found 
in the way of duty; and that, in order to be Chriftians, we muft 
betieve with our whole hears, that Chrift is the eternal Son of God; 
and that the happinefs and privilege of knowing him, and living in 
his church, thoyld be all our comfort and joy. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. 
2 dnd defived of him, &c.] In anfwer to the objections of deiftical 
eriitgrs to this delegate autherity, it is, neceflary to obferye, that the 


j 
{ 


eae te ReNOON MR A RRR ET OS A NO RE ELEN SOOTY AP BIOL 8 A SARE = 


mame 
EE IL 


ee SS IE TE EE TEE OS 


CF SET EE RL SAAS RO FIED SR “SP TOA SS 


The ACTS. 


ee eR A EE OLEAN tC ICS HR reg, 


20 And ftraightway he preached Ciuilt in the 
gogues, that he is the Sun of God. 

21 But all that heard Jim were amazed; and faid ; 
Is not this he that deftroyed them which called on this 
name in Jerufalem, and came hither for thac intent 
that he might biing them bound unto the chief pricis? 

22 But Saul increafed the more in firenath, and 
confounded the Jews which dweltat Damatcus, proving 
that this is very Chrift. i 7 


23 4[ And after that many days were fulfilled, the A. 


Jews took counfel to kill him: 

24 But their laying await was known of Saul. And 
they watched the gates day and night to kill him, 

_2§ Then the ditciples took him by night, and lee 
dim down by the wall ia a balket. fe 

26 §[ And when Saul was come to Jerufalem, he 
affayed to join himfelf to the difciples: but they were 
all atraid of him, and believed not that he was a difciple 

27 But Barnabas took him,and brought Aim to the 
apoliles, and declared unto them how he had feen the 
Lord in the way, and that he had fpoken to him, and 
how he had preached boldly at Damatcus in the hame 
of Jcfus. . 

28 And he was with them coming in and going out 
at Jerufalem. : _ ae 

2g And he fpazke boldly in the name of the Lord 
Jefus, and dilfpnted againit che Giecians: but they 
went about to flay him. j 

_3e Which when the brethren knew, thes brovedic 

him down to Cefarea, and fent him forth to Lartius., 

31 Phen had the chutches reil throughowe all Judea 
and Galiice and Samaria, and were edilicd and watk- 
ing in the tear of the Lord, and in the comitore ct the 
Holy Ghefi, were multiplied. 
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632 G And it came to pafs, as Peter pated thronoh- am 
sry, aed « 


out all quarters, be came down allo to the faints winch 
dwelt at Lydda. 

33 And there he found a certain man named Eneas, 
which had kept his bed cight ycars, and was fick of 
the palfy. 

34 And Peter frid unto him, Eneas, Jefus Chit 
maketh thee whole: arife, and make thy bed. And 
he arofe immediately. 

35 And all that dwelt in Lydda and Saron faw him, 
and turned to the Lord. 

36 J Now there was at Joppa a certain difciple 
eee abitha, which by interpretationis called Dor- 
cas: this woman was full of good works ‘ . 

: A g s and almi{- 
deeds which fhe did. 

37 And it came to pafs in thofe days, that fhe was 
fick and died: whom when they had wafhed, they laid 
ber in an upper chamber. ei 

38 And forafmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, 
and the difciples had heard that Peter was there, they 
fent unto him two men, defiring dim that he would 
not delay to come to then. 

39 Then Peter arofe and went with them. When 
he was come, they brought him into the upper cham- 
ber: and all the widows ftood by him wecping, and 
fhewing the coats and garnients Wich Dorcas made, 
while fhe was with them. , 

4o But Peter put them all forth, and keeeled dawn, 
and prayed; and turning Aim to the body fhid, Vabiths, 
arife. And fhe openca her eyes: and when fhe faw 
Peter, fhe fat up. 

4t And he gave her 47s hand, and lifted her up, and 

when 








Romans gave the Jewifh high priefts liberty to exercife their power one 
the Jews in religious matters, in all parts of their dominicn:. 

a1 Behold, he prayeth.| No doubt he had often praved wh 
Pharifee ; but never fo fenfibly and fecliogly, fo fpiriteally and s 
feétionately, and with fuch perfeverance as now: before he prayed 
with coldpefS and indifferency, now with warmth and fervency, a5 
a perfon in carneft for the happinefs and falvation uf his foul; and 
aia is here chara€terifed with a note of attention, ‘* Behold, he 
prayeth. £ 

31 Thin had the churches ry, &e.} The graces and comforts of 
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Cornelius fendeln for Peter. 
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when he had called the faintsand widows, he prefented 

her alive. 

42 And it was known throughout all Joppa; and 
many believed in the Lord. : 

43 And it came to pats, that he tarricd many days 
in Joppa wich one Simon a tanner. 

CLAP. X. 

1 Cornelius fendcth Ter Peter; 11 cuho by a vifton, 15, 20 
is taught net to de,pife the Gentiles. 34 Peter preacheth. 
44 The Holy Gig? fatieth an them, whereupon tacy are 
baptineds 

SAM RIE was a certain man in Cefarea called 
Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the 

Jralian dnd, 

2 A decvout man, and one that feared God with all 
his houfe, «which gave much alms to the people, and 
prayed to God alway. : : 

3 He faw ina vifion evidently about the ninth hour 
of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and fay- 
ing unto him, Cornelius. f : 

4 And when he looked on him, he was afraid, and 
faid, What is it, Lord? And he faid unto him, Thy 
prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial 
before God. 

5 And now fend men to Joppa, and call for one 
Simon, whofe furname is Peter : 

6 He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whofe houfe 
is by the fea fide: he fhall tell thee what thou oughteft 
to do. : . 

47 And when the angel which {fpake unto Cornelius 
was departed, he called two of his honfhold fervants, 
and a devout foldier of them that waited on him con- 

inually 5 

oe: ane when he had declared all ¢Se/e things unto 

them, he fent chem to Joppa. a 
9 J On the morrow, as they went on their journey, 

and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the 

houfetop to pray about the fixth hour: 

ro And he became very hungry, and would have 
eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance, 

11 And faw heaven opened, and a certain veffel 
defcending unto him, as it had becn a great fheet knit, 
at the four corners, and let down to the earth: 

12 Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beafts of 
the earth, and wild beafts, and crecping things, and 
fowls of the air. : ; ; 

" ¥3 And there came a voice to him, Rife, Peter; 

kill, and eat. 

14 But Peter faid, Not fo, Lord; for I have never 
eaten any thing that is common or unclean. 

is And the voice fpake unto him again the fecond 
time, What God hath cleanfed, sbaé call not thou 
common. 

16 This was done thrice: and the veffel was reccived 
up again into heaven. bel it ; 

17 q Now while Peter doubted in himfelf what this 
wifion which he had feen fhould mean, behold, the men 
which were fent from Cornelius had made enquiry for 
Simon’s houfe, and ftood before the gate, 

18 And called, and afked whether Simon, which 
was furnamed Peter, lodged there. ; 

19 While Peter thought on the vifion, the Spirit 
faid unte him, Behold, three men feek thee, 

zo Arife therefore, and get thee down, and go with 
them, doubting nothing: tor I have fent them. 

a1 Then Peter went down to the men which were 
fent unto him from Cornelius; and faid, Bchold, lam 


3z And turned to the Lorde} Tr thould have been tranflated, All that 
dwelt at Lydda and Saron, who had turned unto the Lord, faw him ; 
by which means their faith was greatly confirmed. 


Genrcrat Rerrreritons on Chap. IX. 


We fhould here admire the power and goodnefs of God, in thus pre- 
paring Saul’s heart to hearken to his voice, and receive the initruc- 
tions of Ananias: and as God was pleafed_to try the faith of Paul, 
by teaching him to fuifer for Jefus Chrilt; fo they who would follow 
the Lord, and lead a godly life, muft expect to meet with the can- 
tradi¢tions of unconverted agen. 


CHAP. X. 


he whom ye feek: what zs the caute wherefore ve are 
come? 

22 And they fuid. Cornelius the centurion, a juft 
man, and one that feareth God, and of good report 
among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from 
God by an holy angel to fend tor thee into his houfe, 
and to hear words of thee. 

23 Then called he themin, and lodged them. And 
on the morrow Peter went away with them, and cer- 
tain brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 

24 And the morrow after they entered into Cefarea. 
And Cornelius waited for them, and had called toge- 
ther his kinfmmen and near friends. 

254 And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met 
him, and fell down at his feet, and warfhipped Aim. 

26 But Peter took him up, Saying, Stand up; I 
myfelf alfo am a man. 

27 And as he talked with him, he went in, and 
found many that were come together. 

28 And he faid unto them, Ye know how that it is 
an unlawful thing for a man that isa Jew to keep 
company, or come unto one of another nation; but 
God hath fhewed me that I fhould not call any man 
common or unclean. 

29 Vhercfare came I unto you without gainfaying, a9 
foon as I was fent for: 1 afk therefore for what intent 
ye have fent for me? 

3o And Cornelius faid, Four days ago I was fafling 
until this hour; andattheninth hour L prayed in my 
houfe, and, behold, a man tleod before me in bright 
clothing, 

gr And faid, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and 
thine alms are had in remembrance in the fight of God. 

32 Send thercfore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, 
whofe furnamce is Peter; he is lodged in the houfe of 
one Simona tanner by the fea fide: who, when he 
cometh, fhall fpeak unto thee. 

33 Immediately therefore I fent to thee; and thou 
haft well done that thon art come. Now thercfore are 
we all here prefent before God, to hear all things chat 
are commanded thee of God. 

34 9 Then Peter opened Lis mouth, and faid, Of a 
truth I perceive that God is no refpecter of perfons: 

35 But in every nation he that feareth him, and 
worketh righteouinefs, is accepted with him. 

36 The word which Gal fent unto the children of 
Ifrael, preaching peace by Jefus Chrift: (he is Lord 
of all:) 

37 Vhat word, J fay, ye know, which was publifhed 
throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee, after 
the baptifm which John preached! ; 

38 How God anointed Jefus of Nazareth with the 
Holy Ghoft and with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppreffed of the devil 
for God was with him. 

39 And we are witnefles of all things which he did 
both in the land of the Jews, and in Jeruialem; whom 
they flew and hanged on atrec: i 

40 Him God raifed up the third day, and fhewed 
him opcnly; 

4! Not to all the people, but unte witneffes chofen 
before of God, even to us, who did cat aud drink with 
him after he rofe from the dead. 

42 And he commanded us to preach unto the peo~ 
ple, and to teftify that it is he which was ordained of 
God fo ée the Judge of quick and dead. 

43 To 
COMM ENTARY axvp NOTES ox CHAI. X. 

4 dia mmearial befine Gud.) “This isa beautiful allifion to the 
fragrancy of prayer and praife, afcending to heaven; itis gratcral to 
God through Crit Jefus, as his own appointment, and expreilive of 
the duty and obedience of his pious worlhippers. 

26 But Peter tack hun up, &c.] “Vhe holy apoftle would not fufler 
him to heRow that honour upon’s human creature which was due only 
to the Divine Being. What plea, then, can the papifts prodyce for their 
adoration of faints and angels? . 

o Him God raid, &.)  ‘Vhe firtt preachers of the gofpel pointed 
our the refurreétion of Chrift as an important objedt of taith, without 
which all Chriftiaaity weuld fall to the ground. sits 


Peter's wifons he preachcth to Cornelius. 
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Peter’s defence, being accufed. 
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Herod pervfecuteth the Chri; 
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43 Tohim give all the prophets witnefs, thatthrough 


DOMINT his name whofoever believeth in him fhall receive re- 


4i. 


miffion of fins, ‘ 
449 While Peter yet fpake thefe words, the Holy 

Ghoft fell on all them which heard the word. 

45 And they of the*circumcifion which believed 
were aflonifhed, as many as came with Peter, becaufe 
that on the Gentiles,alfo was poured out the gift of the 
Holy Ghoft. : 

46 For they heard them fpeak with tongues, and 
magnify God. Then anfwered Peter, 

47 Can any man forbid water, that thefe fhould not 
be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghoft as 
well as we? . 

48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the 
name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry 
certain days. 

CHAP. XI. 

i Peter accufed for converfing with the Gentiles, maketh 
his defence ; th: church is fatisfied, and glorifieth God. 
19 The gofpel is fpread. 26 At Antioch the difciples 
are firft called Chriftians. 

A® D the apoftles and brethren that were in Judea 

heard that the Gentiles had alfo received the word 
of God. 

2 And when Peter was come up to Jerufalem, they 
that were of the circumcilion contended with him, 

3 Saying, Thou wenteft in to men uncircumcifed, 
and didft eat with them. 

4 But Peter rchearfed the matter from the beginning, 
and expounded it by order unto them, faying, 

5 I was in the city of Joppa praying: and in a 
trance I fawa vilion, A certain veffel defcend, as it had 
been a great fheet, letdown from heaven by four cor- 
ners: and it came even to me: 

6 Upon the which when I had faftened mine eyes, I 
confidered, and faw fourtooted beatts of the earth, and 
wild beafts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air. 

7 And I heard a voice faying unto me, Arife, Peter; 
flay and eat. 

8 But I faid, Not fo, Lord: for nothing common or 
unclein hath at any time entered into my mouth. 

g But the voice anfwered me again from heaven, 
What God hath cleanfed, t4.7/ call not thou common. 

to And this was done three times: and all were 
drawn up again iato heaven. 

a1 And, behold, immediately there were three men 
already come unto thehouie where I was, fent from 
Cefarea unto me. 

12 And the fpirit bade me go with them, nothing 
doubting. Moreover thefe fix brethren accompanied 
ine, and we entcred into the man’s honfe: 

13 And he fhewed —s how he had feen an angel in 
his houfe, which ftood and faid unto him, Send men to 
Jeppa, and call for Simon, whofe furname is Peter, 

ta Who fthall tell thee words, whereby thou and all 
thy hoafe fhall be faved. 

15 -And asi began to fpeak, the Holy Ghoft fell on 
them, as on us at the beginning. 

16 “Chen remembered Ll the word of the Lord, how 
that he taid, John indecd baptized with waters; but 
ye fhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoft. 








basalt nnsn ten melts en re ere 
coment thios ts be baprized, &e.] It is probable fome 
deacans were nt, who initmted into the church, by baptifm, thefe 
nritertuits of the Leathen world, after which the divine promifes made 
by the prophets in favour of the Gentiles began to expand themfelves 


in their conve:icn. 










GexnenaLn Reruectrirorns on Chap. X, 

The cenvertion of Cornelius calls upon us to render thanks to God; 
vw, | iay, who were formerly heathens, forafmuch as he then vouch- 
fsied to admit the Gentiles into his covenant, and to pour forth his 
jpirit ard grace upon them, as well as upon the Jews. 

MIAIEN TARY ann NOTES on CIIAP. XT. 

" ls, &e.] Here wasa great miftake committed ; 
fation with the Gentiles, that might gain them 
rbidden by him; but only fuch as might tend to 
canunor the converted Jews. 

far The fh of the Lord was with then, &e.] Faith and con- 
verfign are wrought by the hand of the Lord: fiudy and caercife are 
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17 Forafmuch then as God gave them the 
as be did unto us, who believed on the Lord 
Chrift; what was I, that I could withftand God? 

18 When they heard thefe things, they held their 
peace, and glorified God, faying, Tien hath God alfo 
to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 

1g 4] Now they which were {cattered abroad upon 
the perfecution that arofe about Stephen travelled as far 
as Phenice, and Cyprus, and -Antioch, preaching the 
word to none but unto the Jews only. 

20 And fome of them were men of Cyprus and Cy- 
rene, which, when they were come to Antioch, fpake 
unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jefus. 

21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and 
a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord, 

22q Then tidings of thefe things came unto rhe 
ears of the church which was in Jerufalem: and they 
fent forth Barnabas, that he fhould go as taras Antivci. 

23 Who, when he came, and had feen the grace of 
God, was glad, and exhorted them all, chat with pur~ 
pofe of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 

24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy 
Ghott and of faith: and much people was added unto 
the Lord. 
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25 Then departed Barnabas to Tarfus, for to feck 4 p es 


Saul : 

26 And when he had found him, he brought him 
unto Antinch. And it came to pafs, that a whole year 
they aflembled themfcives with the church, and taught 
much people. And the difciples were called Chriflians 
firft at Antioch. 

27 9] And in thefe days came prophets from Jeru- 
falem unto Antioch. 

28 And there ftood up one of them named Agabus, 
and fignified by the fpirit that there fhould be great 
dearth throvghout all the world: which came to pafs 
in the days of Claudius Cefar. 

29 Then the difciples, every man according to his 
ability, determined to fend relicf unto the brethren 
which dwelt in Judea: 


30 Which alfo they did, and fent it to the elders by A.D. 44. 


the hands of Barnabas and Saul. 
CHAP. XIL 
1 Herod perfecuteth the Chriftians, 2 hilleth fames, 4 and 

imprifoneth Peter, who is delivered by an angel. 20 

Herod's mijcrable death. 

OW about that time Herod the king ftretched 
forth 47s hands to vex certain of the church. 

2 And he killed James the brother of John with the 
{word. 

3 And becaufe he faw it pleafed the Jews, he pro- 
ceeded further to take Peter alfo. Then were the davs 
of unleavened bread. : 

4 And when he had apprehended him, he put Lim 
in prifon, and delivered Aim to four quaternions ct 
foldiers to keep him; intending after after to bring 
him forth to the people. : 

5 Peter therefore was kept in prifon: but prayer 


i was made without ceafing of the church unto God 
' for him. . 


6 And when Herod would have brought him forth, 

tie 
TE La RT re Ns 
the minifters; the bleffing and fuccels is Gou’s; which ticy thould 
both pray for, 

26 The difciples were called Chiifiiaus fap at Arti: 
Reformed Chriftians: God grant we may not b 
name, but realy be what we are called, adorning our prof 
holy and becoming converfation! otherwife unbaprized heathens sw: 
condemn us at the great day. 

29 The difeiples—deiermimd to ford relief into the brethren 
Thus we fee one evident token ead c£t@ of true converfon wi 
be, a readinefS to releve the necellities of the poor, as we are ap 
cially thofe of the heuthold of faith. 




















Generant Rerrectrions en Chap, 7, 
This chapter plainly evinces. that it isa dewsri-! 
will of God, to d thofe from the communi 
have received the fenctifying graces of Ce Us heh 
from us only in externsals; we Jenin, Irom ch 
Agabus, that all the ateributes and perfectias « of Ge 
for the prefervation and advantigs of the church. 
COMMENT OALY 









Peter’s miraculous deliverance. 





CHAP. XIII. Barnabas and Saul fet apart for the minifiry, 








Aone the {gme night Peter was fleeping between two foldiets, 
DOMINT J ound with two chains: and the keepers before the door 


44: 


kept the prifon. 

7 And, behold, the angel of the Lord caitie upon 
bim, and a light fhined in the prifon: and he fmote 
Peter‘on the fide, and raifed him up, faying, Afife up 
quickly. And his chains fell off from dis hands. 

8 And the angel faid unto him, Gird thyfelf, and 
bind on thy fandals. And fo he did. And he faith 
unto him, Caft thy garment about thee, and follow me. 

g And he went out, and followed him; and wift not 
that ic was true which was done by the angel; burt 
thought he faw a vifion. 

10 When they were paft the firft and the fecond 
ward, they came unto the iron gate that leadeth unto 
the city ; which opened to them of his own accord: 
and they went out, and paffed on through one ftreet ; 
and forthwith the angel departed from him. 

tr And when Peter was come to himfelf, he faid, 
Now I know of a furety, thar the Lord hath fent his 
angel, and hath delivered me out of the hand of Herod, 

Jrom all the expéctation of the people of the Jews. 

12 And when he had confidered the thing, he catne 
to the houfe of Mary the mother of John, whofe fur- 
name was Mark; where many were gathered together 
praying. 

13 And as Peter knocked at the door of the gate, a 
damfel came to hearken, nartted Rhoda. i 

14 And when fhe knew Petet’s voice, fhe opened 
not the gate for gladnefs, but ran in, and told how 
Peter ftood before the gate. ; 

1s And they faid unto her, Thouart mad. But fhe 
conftancly affirmed that ie was even fo, Then faid they, 
It is his angel. < 

16 But Peter continued knocking? and when they 
had opened she door, and faw him, they were aftonifhed. 
_ 17 But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to 
hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had 
brought him out of the prifon. And he faid, Go fhew 
thefe things unto James, and to the brethren. And he 
departed, and went into angther place. ~ 

_ 18 Now as foon as it was day, there was no fmall 
ftir among the foldiers, what was become of Peter. 

19 And when Jerod had fought for him, and found 
him not, he examined the keepers; and commanded 
thiac /bey fhould be put to death. And he went down 
from Judea to Cefarea, and there abade. 

20 G And Herod was highly difpledfed with them 
of Tyre and Sidon: but they came with ore accord to 
him, and, having made Blaftus the kirig’s chamberlain 
their friend, defiréd peace; becaufe their country was 
hourifhed by the king’s country. 

21 And upon a fer day Herod, arrayed. in royal ap- 
parel, fat upon his throne, and mdde an ofation unto 
them. 

22 And the people gave a fhout, /aying, It is the 
voice of a god, and nat of a man. 

23 And immiediately the angel of the Lord fmote 
him, becaufe he gave not God the glory: and he was 
eaten of worms, and gave up the ghoft. . 

24 4 But the word of God grew and thulriplied. 

_ 2§ G And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jeru- 
falem, when they had fulfilled sheir miniftry, and rook 
with them John, whofe furname was Mark. 


Ane og. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XII. 


6 Peter was flecping between two foldiers, &c.) He was bound down 
in chains to a place in the floor, and the foldiers were chaisied’to hini 
On ach fide; while twd others itood guard at the prifon door. 

23 The angel of the Lord fmote him, &c.} Jofephus tells us, that 
Heriod went intd the theatre dreffed in a robe wrought with filver; 
which, from the beams of the rifing fur ftriking upon it, together with 
the fparkling light it refeéted, appearing extremely {pleridid, and, as 
the pedple thought, divine, they cried him up for a god; whic he 
hot checking or rebuking them for, was fmitten with a violent and 
loathfome difeafe in his bowels, of which he died at the end of five 
days, having lived fifty-four, and reigned feven years. 


Generat Reriections on Chap. XIL 
In ay re deliverance we fce the powerful effect of prayer, and 
O- G75 


CHAP. XIIL 
t Barnabas and Saul chofen to go to the Gentiles. 7 Of 
Sergius Paulus, aud Elymas the forcerer. 14 Paul 
preacheth, 4% The Gentiles believes 44 The Fews 
blofpbeme. 
OW there wete in the church that was at An- 
tioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, 


and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cys 


rene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with 
Herod the tetrarch, and Saul, 


2 As they miniftered to the Lord, and falted, the- 


Holy Ghoft faid; Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whercunto I have called them. 

3 And when they had fafted and prayed, and laid 
their hands on them, they fent them away. 

4. So they being fenr forth by the Holy Ghoft de- 


f patted unto Seleucia; and from thence they failed to 


Cyprus. . 
5 And when they were at Salamis, they preached the 


Anno 
DOMINI 


454 


word of God in the fynagogues of the Jews: and they 


had alfo John to sheir minifter. - 

6 § And when they had gone through the ifle unto 
Paphos, they found a certain forcerer, a-falfe prophet, 
a Jew, whole nante wes Bar-jefis ; - . 

7 Which was with the deputy of the country, Sergius 


Paulus, a prudent man; who called for Barnabas and 
A Saul, and defircd to hear the word of God. ; 


§ But Elymas the forcerer, (for fo is his name by in- 
terpretation,) with{tood them, feeking to turn away the 
deputy from the faith. . 

9 Phen Saul, (who alfo zs called Paul,) filled with the 
Holy Ghoft, fet his cyes on him, : 

16 And faid, O full of all fubrilry and all miifchief, 


thou child of the devil, show enemy of all righteoufnefs, 


wilt thou not ceafe to pervert the right ways ofthe Lord? 

1 And now, behold, the hand of the Lord zs upon 
thee, and thou fhalr be blirid, not feeing the fun for a 
feafon. And immediately there fell on him a mift and 


4 a darknefs; and he went about feeking fome to lead him 


by the hand. 
12 Then the deputy, when he faw what was done; 
believed. being aftoni{hed at the doctrine of the Lord. : 
13. & Now when Faul and his company lcofed from 


Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John 
departing from them feturned to Jerufalem. 


14 But when they departed from Perga, they came to 


§ Antioch in Pifidia, and went into the fynagogue on the 
§ fabbath day, and fat down. 


15 And after the teading of the law and the prophets 


| the rulers of the fynagogtie fent unto them, faying, 7 
f men aud brethten, if ye have ary word of exhortation 
fot the people, fay on. 


16 Then Paul ftood up, and beckoning with bis 


| hand faid, Men of Ifrael, arid ye that fear God, give 


audience. : 
17 The God of this people of Ifrael chofe our fa- 
thers, and exalted the people when they dwelt as 


} {ttdngers in the land of Egypt, and with an high arm 


brought he them out of it, 

18 And about the timie of forty years fuffered he 
their manners ini the wildernefs. 

3g And when he had deftroyed feven nations in the 
land of Chandan, he divided their land to them by lot. 
20 And 





in the death of Herod; the paniffiment of a proud and cruel tyrant 
and perfecutor ; which example fhews us; that haughty and profane 
princes, fooner or later, receive the reward diie to their crimes and 


wickednefs: thus God refifteth the prond; while he giveth grace tq | 


the humible. 


COMMENTARY ind NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 


3 Laid their hands ort them, &c.| Thereby recommending them to 
the grace of God, for the work of the miniftry ; which no ‘doubt was 
accompanied with fervent prayer on their behalf. : 

12 The deputy, when be faw what was done, believed; &c.] Con- 
vinced that fuch 4 wonderful cure could only be wrought by the power 
of God, it made fuch a deep impreffion on the mind of the proconful, 


§ ag to caufe him to embrace the gofpel, of which he afterwards became 


an eminent preacher, according to Eufebius; 
9 P 39 Muep 


The 


ACTS. 


Paul preacheth Chrift at Antioch. 


* Anno 


»« DUMINI 
e5 


20 And after that he gave unto them judges about 
the {pace of four hundred and fifty years, until Samuel 


the préphet. 


21 And: afterward ‘they defired a king: and God 
gave unto them Saul the fon of Cis, a man of the tribe 
of Benjainin, by the fpace of forty years. 

22 And when he had removed him, he raifed up 
unto them David to be their king; to whom alfo he gave 
teftifnony, and faid, Ihave found David, the forof Jefle,a 
man after minc own heart, which fhall fulfil all my will. 

23 Of this man's feed hath God according to bis 
promife raifed unto Ifrael a Saviour, Jefus : 

24 When John had firft preached before his coming 
the baptifin of repentance to all the people of Ifracl. 

2s And as John fulfilled his courfe, he faid, Wiiona 
think ye that lam? Tamonotte. But, behold, there 
cometh one after me, whofe fhoes of bis fect Lam not 
worthy to loofe. 

26 Men and brethren, children of the ftock of Abra- 
‘ham, and whofoever among you fearcth God, to you is 
the word of this falvation fent. 

27 For they that dwell at Jerufalem, and their ru- 
lers, becaufe they knew him nor; nor yet the voices of 
the prophets which are read every fabbath day, they 
have fulfilled hem in condemning bin. 

28 And though they found no caule of death iz bin, 
yet defired they Pilate that he fhould be flain. 

29 And when they had fulfilled all that was written 
of him, they took dui down from the tree, and laid bia 
in a fepulchre. 

30 But God raifed him from the dead : 

31 And he was feen many days of them which came 
up with him from Galilee to Jerufalem, who are his 
witneffes unto the people, 

32 And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that 
the promife which was made unto the fathers, 

33 God hath fulfilled the fame unto us their children, 
in that he hath raifed up Jefus again; as itis alfo writ- 
ten in the fecond pfalm, ‘Thou art my Son, this day 
have I begorten thee. 

34 And as concerning that he raifed him up from 
the dead, xow no more to return to corruption, he faid 
on this wife, I will give you the fure mercies of David. 

35 Wherefore he faith alfo in another p/falm, Thou 
Shalt not fuffer thine Holy One to fee corruption. 

36 For David, after he had ferved his own genera- 
tion by the will of God, fell on fleep, and was laid 
unto his fathers, and faw corruption: 

37 But he, whom God raifed again, faw no corrup- 
tion. 

38 Be it known unto you therefore, men avd brethren, 
that through this man is preached unto you the for-. 
givenefs of fins: 

39 And by him all that believe are juftified from all 
things, from which ye could not be juftified by the law 
of Mofes. ; 

40 Beware therefore, Icft that come upon you, which 
is ipoken of in the proplicts ; 

41 Behold, ye defpifers, and wonder, and perifh: for 
J] work a work in your days, a work which ye fhall in 


‘no wife believe, though aman declare it unto you. 


42 G And when the Jews were gonc out of the fy- 
nagogue, the Gentiles befought that thefe words might 
be preached to them the next fabbath. 

43 Now when the congregation was broken up, 
many of the Jews and religious profelytes followed Paul 


ne 


20 After that he gauc unto them jiglges, Sc.) After thefe tranfac- 
tions, which lafted about four hundred and fifty years, he gave them 
a fucceflion of judges, till Samuel, é&c. 

30 God raifid him from the dead.| Intimating, that our Saviour’s 
refurreétion was as glorious as his death was ignominious. 

39 And by him all that believe, &e.] By faith in Chrift, finners are 
«made rightcous; the law, whether ceremonial or moral, abfolyes none, 
but condemns all as guilty of the breach of it, that they may come to 
the Meffiah for life and falvation. 

48 They glorified the word, &e.] They received it with joy, and 
-thankfgiving to God. 


: Generat ReFrecrions on Chap. XIII. 
-Let-us &rionihy weigh the different effe@s which the preaching of the 


4nd Barnabas: who, fpeaking to them, perfuaded them 
to continue in the grace of God. 

44. Q And the next fabbath day came almoft the 
whole city together to hear the word of God. 

4§ But when the Jews faw the multitude, they were 
filled with envy, and fpake againft thofe things which 
were fpoken by Paul, contradicting and blafphemine. 

46 Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and faid, 
It was neceflary that the word of God fhould Jirtt have 
been fpoken to you: but feecing ye put it from you, 
and judge yourfelves unworthy of everlafling lite, lo, 
we turn to the Gentiles. 

47 For fo hath the Lord commanded us, /ry‘ne, 1 
have fet thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou 
fhouldeft be for falvation unto the ends of the earth. 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they were 
glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many 
as were ordained to eteernal life believed. ‘ 

49 And the word of the Lord was publifhed through- 
out all the region. 

50 | But the Jews ftirred wp the deyout and ho- 
nourable women, and the chief men of the city, and 
raifed perfecution again{t Paul and Barnabas, and ex- 
pelled them out of their coafts. ; 

§i But they fhook off the duft of their feet againtt 
them, and came unto Iconium. 

s§2 And the difciples were filled with joy, and with 
the Holy Ghoft, 

' CHAP. XIV. 

1 Paul and Barnabas are perfecut d from Loninii: 8 cit 
Liftva they heal au impotent man. 19 Pant is faucd. 
Ae it came to pafs in Iconium, that they went 

both together into the fynagoyue of theJews,and 
fo fpake, thar a great multitude both of the Jews and 
alfo of the Grecks believed. 

2 Bur the unbelieving Jews firred up the Gen- 
tiles, and made their minds evil affected againft the 
brethren. . 

3 Long time therefore abode they fpeaking boldly in 
the Lord, which gave teftimony unto the word of his 
ea eked tigns and wonders tobe done by their 
hands, 


The Fews ratfe a perfecution. 


Anno 
DONNIE 


45- 


4. But the multitude of the city was divided: and 4.D.46. 


part held with the Jews, and part with the apoitles. 

5 And when there was an affault made both of the 
Gentiles, and alfo of the Jews with their rulers, to ufe 
them defpitefully, and ro ftone them, 

6 They were ware of i/, and ficd unto Lyftra and 
Derbe, citics of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth 
round about: 

7 And there they preached the gofpel. 

8 q And there fat a certain man at Lyftra, impotent 
in his feet, being a cripple from his mother’s womb, 
who never had walked: 

g The fame heard Paul fpeak: who ftedfaftly be- 
holding him, and perceiving that he had faith to be 
healed, 

10 Said with a loud voice, Stand upright on thy feet. 
And he leaped and walked. 

11 And when the people faw what Paul had done, 
they lifted up their voices, faying in the fpeech of Ly- 
caonia, The gods are come down to us in the likencfs 
of men. 

12 And they called Barnabas, Jupiter; and Paul, 
Mercurius, becaufe he was the chief fpeaker. — 

, 13 Then 





gofpel produces; that fome grow better by it, others worfe: that 
. the wicked, inftead of yielding to truth oppofe it, and harden 
themfelves in their unbelief, till at length God juitly forfakes thofe 
who judge themfelves unworthy of everiafting lite. > 


COMMENTARY and NOTES cn CHAP. XIV. 

3 The word of his grace, &¢ ] The declaration of his divine will 
to mankind. 

12 And they called Barnabas, &c.] They fuppofed that the Meftiah 
(who even the heathens expeéted was to come and blefs the nations) 
was Mercury; 2nd that Jupiter, their fupreme God, appeared in hu- 
man ferm to protect him. 


13 : zo Ge 


Paul is Stoned. 


Anno 


CHAP. XV. Diffenfions 


1g Then the prieft of Jupiter, which was befcre 


unnué circumeifine the Gentiles 





received of the church, and ef the apofiles and elders, Anno | 
ee their city, brought oxen and garlands unto the gates, and they declared all things that God had done with os. 


AD.5t. / 


and would have done fucrifice wich the people. 

14 =IVbich when the apoftles Barnabas and Paul 
heard of; they rent their clothes, and ran in among the 
people, crying cut, 

1s And faying, Sirs, Why do ye thefe things? We 
alfo are men of like paffions with you, and preach unto 
you that ye thould turn from thefe vanities unto the 
living God, which made heaven, and earth, and the fea, 
and all things that are therein : 

16 Who in times palt fulfered all nations to walls in 
their own ways. 

17 Neverthelefs he feft not himfelf without witnefs, 
in that he did good, and gave us rain from heaven, and 
fruitful fcafons, filling our hearts with food and glad- 
nels. 

18.And with thefe fayings fearce reftrained thev the 
people, that they had not done facrifice unto them. 

19 4 And there came thither certain Jews from An- 
tioch and Iconium, who perfuaded the people, and, 
having {toned Paul, drew rm out of the city, fuppoiing 
he had been dead. 

20 Howbceit, as the difciples ftood round about him, 
he rofe up, and came into the city; and the next day he 
departed with Barnabas to Derbe. r 

21 G And when they had preached the gofpel to 
that city, and had taught many, they returned again to 
Lyftra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, 

22 Confirming the fouls of the difciples, and exhort- 
ing them to continue in the faith, and that we muft 
through muchtribulation enter into the kingdomof God. 

23 And when they had ordained them elders in every 
church, and had prayed with fafting, they commended 
them to the Lord, on whom they believed. 


24 And after they had paffed throughout Pifidia, - 


they came to Pamphylia. 

25 And when they had preached the word in Perga, 
they went down into Attalia : 

26 And thence fiiled to Antioch, from whence they 
had been recommiended to the grace of God for the 
work which they fulfilled. 

27 And when they were come, and had gathered the 
church together, they rehearfed all that God had done 
with them, and how he had opened the door of faith 
unto the Gentiles, 

28 And there they abodclong time with the difciples. 

CHAP. XV. 
i Great diffenfions abst cirenmeifion: 6 The apofiles con- 
fill about i!, 22 Their deterinination. 36 Pazel aud 
Burnabas cointeud aud part Afuitder. 

ND certein men which came down from Judea 
ie taught the bre.hren, and faid, Except ye be cir- 
eunicifed atter the manner of Mofes, yecannot be faved. 

2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no fmall 
diffenfion and difputation with them, they determincd 
that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 
thouid go up co Jerufalem unto the apoftles and elders 
about this queftion. 

3 And being brought on their way by the church, 
they paffed through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the 
nunverfion of the Gentiles: and they caufed great joy 
unto all the brethren. 

4 And when they were come to Jerulalem, they were 


A 

20 He rot ups and cane into the city, &c.] To thew himfelf ative, 
andconfirm the faith cf his new converts: his cure mult have been 
miraculous, approaching 2s near as can be conceived; to a refurreétion 
from the dead; otherwife, the forenefs of his bruifes, on the next day, 
would have prevented his taking that journey. 

21 Had taught many, &c.] The original is, had made many dit 
ciples. i 

Generar Rerrections on Chap. XIV. 


If the bicfings God beftows upon men in a natural ftate, fhould en- 
gage them to jove and ferve him; certainly we, to whom he has 
revealed himfelf by the gofpel, and to whom he has given fuch 
ftrong proofs of his love, by fending his fon Jefus Chritt into the 
world, are under the higheti obligations fo to do. 

5 Certain of the fect of the Pharijtes, &c.J  "Vhele preachers of the 


them. 

5 Bautthere rofe up certain of the fect of the Pharilces 
which believed, faving, That it was needfal co circum 
cife them, and to command them to keep the law of 
Motes. 

6 And the apoftles and elders came together for to 


-confider of this matter. 


7 4) And when there had been much difputing, Pe- 
ter rofe up, and faid unto them, Men au/ brethren, ye 
know how thata good while ago God made choice 
among us, that the Gentiles by my mourh thould hear 
the word of the gofpel, and believe. 

8 And God, which knowerh tne hearrs, bare them 
Mitnefs, giving them the Holy Ghoit, even as be dad 
unro us; 

g And put no difference between us and ther, pu- 
rifying their hearts by faith. 

10 Now therefore why tempt ve God, to puta yoke 
upon the neck of the difciples, which neither our father 
nor we were able to bear? 

rt But we belicve that through the grace of the Lord 
Jefus Chrift we thall be faved, even as they. 

12 §| Vhen all the muleitude kepr alence, and gave 
audience Lo Barnabas and Paul, declaring Whar miracles 
and wonders God had wrought amongy the Geuitles by 
ther. 

13% And after they had held their peace, Jarnes 
anfwercd, faying, Men aad brethren, hearken unto me: 

14 Simeon hath dechucd Low God at the firit did 
vifit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his 
name. 

15 And tothis agree the words of the prophets; as 
it is written; 

16 After this L will return, and will build again the 
tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and { will 
build again the ruins thereof, and I will {et it up: 

17 That the refidue of men might feek after the Lord, 
and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, 
faith the Lord, who doeth all thefe things. 

18 Known unto God are all his works from the be- 
ginning of the world. 

19 Wherefore my fentence is, that we troub!e not 
them,which from among the Gentiles are turned toGod: 

20 But that we write unto them, that they abftain 
from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from 
things ftrangled, and from blood. 

2s For Mofes of old time hath in every city them 
that preach him, being read in the fynagogues every 
fabbath day. 

22 §[ Then pleafed it the apoftles and elders, with the 
whole church, to fend chofen men of their own company 
to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas; wamely, Judas 
furnamed Barfabas, and Silas, chief men among the 
brethren : 

23 And they wrote letters by them after this. man- 
ner; Theapofiles and elders and brethren fend grecting 
unto the brethren which are of the Gentiles in Antioch 
and Syria and Cilicia: 

24 Forafmuch as we have heard, that certain which 
went out from us have troubled you with words, fub- 
verting your fouls, faying, Y mu/? be circumcifed, and 
keep the law: to whom we gave no fue) commandment: 

: 25 1t 





circumcifion were fuch as had been Pharifees before converfion ; and 
not being well grounded in the Chriftian religion, refufed to hold com- 
munion with the uncircumcifed Gentiles. : 

9 Putifying their henrts by faith.] By an opefative faith, produc- 
tive of piety and good works. 

20 From fornication, &c.] It is very probable, that hereby are 
forbidden matrimonial alliances with unconverted perfons, which 
though not abfolutely unlawful, had better be avoided by Chriftians, 
Ieft they thould prove dangerous temptations to apoftafy.. See Hed. 
xii. 16. . 

22 Judas, furnamed Barfabas, and Silas, &c.] Judas, furnamed 
Barfabas, is fuppofed to have been a nephew either of Jofeph or the 
Virgin Mary 3 and Silas is the fame with Sylvanus, mentioned by St. 
Paul. . ee 


39 The 


Paul and Barnabas contend and Separate. The AC TS. Paul is direéted to go to Macedonia 
. . i: z a 
6 Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and Anno 
the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy 0OstNt 
53« 


Anno 
EOMINI 


53- 


25 It feemed good unto us, being affembled with onc 
accord, to fend chofen men unto you with our beloved 





Barnabas and Paul, ; 

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

27 We have fent therefore Judas and Silas, who fhall 
alfo tell you the fame things by mouth. 

28 For it feemed good to the Holy Ghoft, and to us, to 
Jay upon you no greaterburdenthan thefe neceffarythings; 

29 That ye abftain from meats offered ro idols, and 
from blood, and from things ftrangled, ahd from for- 
nication: from which if ye keep yourfelves, ye fhall do 
well. Fare ye well. 

30 So when they were difmiffed, they came to An- 
tioch: and when they had gathered the multitude to- 
gether, they delivered the cpiftle: 

31 Which when they had read, they rejoiced for the 
confolation. 

32 And Judas and Silas, being prophets alfo them- 
felves, exhorted the brethren with many words, and con- 
firmed shem. 

33 And after they had tarried there a fpace, they 
were let goin peace from the brethren unto the apoftles. 

34 Notwithftanding it pleafed Silas toabide there ftill. 

38 Paul alfo and Barnabas continued in Antioch, 
‘teaching and preaching the word of the Lord,with many 
others alfo. 

36 4} And fome days after Paul faid unto Barnabas, 
Let us go again and vifit our brethren in every city 
where we have preached the word of the Lord, and fee 
how they do. 

37 And Barnabas determined to take with them John, 
whofe furname was Mark. 

38 But Paul thought not good to take him with 
them, who departed from them from Pamphylia, and 
went not with them to rhe work. 

39 And the contention was fo fharp between them, 
that they departed afunder one from the other: and fo 
Barnabas took Mark, and failed unto Cyprus 5 

40 And Paul chofe Silas, and departed, being re- 
commended by the brethren unto the grace of God. 

41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirm- 
ing the churches. 

CHAP. XVI. 

x Paul having circumcifed Timothy, 16 cafteth out a fpirit 
of divination. 19 He and Silas imprifoned: 25 the prifon 
doors are opened. 

HEN came he to Derbe and Lyftra: and, beheld, 
a certain difciple was there, named Timiotheus, 


the fon of a certain woman, which was a Jeweifs, and 


believed ; but his father zeas a Greek : 

2 Which was well reported of by the brethren that 
were at Lyftra and Iconium. 

3 Him would Paul have to go forth with him; and 
took and circumcifed him becaufe of the Jews which 
were in thofe quarters: for they knew all that his father 
was a Greek. 

4 And as they went through the cities, they delivered 
them the decrees for to keep, that were ordained of the 
apoftles and elders which were at Jerufalem. 

5 And fo were the churches eftablifhed in the faith, 
and increafed in number daily. 
ar ne TE I TO CETL SEEDS SLT 

39 The contention was fo fharp, &c.] Hence we {ce that thefe two 
holy apsftles were men of like paffions with us; but being both em- 
barked in the fame glorious eaule of propagating the gofpel, God over- 
ruled the frailties of thefe his eminent fervants for the greater benefit 


of mankind, , 
Greekau Rervectrions on Chap. XV. 


Let us particularly obferve, that the apoffies; in teaching that we are 
jaftified by faith, eftablifh at the fame time, the neceflity of good 
works; inafmuch as faith cannot be genuine, much lefs evangelical, 
if it be not accompanied with good works, and obedience to the 
gofpel. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES ox CHAP: XVI 
1 The for of a ctrtain woman, &c.] The law af Mofes forbad the 
ewifh males to marry with women of another religion, but did not 

prohibit a Jewifh woman from marrying a Gentile, provided hé was 2 

man of piety and moral honefty. 


Ghoft to preach the word in Afia, 

7 After they were come to Myfia, they affayed to go 
into Birhynia: but the Spirit fulfered them not. 

8 And they paffing by Myfia came down to Troas. 

9 ¥ And a vifion appeared to Paul in the night ; 
There ftood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, fay- 
ing, Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 

10 And after he had feen the vifion, immediately we 
endeavoured to go into Macedonia, affu redly gathering 
that the Lord had called us for to preach the gofpel 
unto them. . 7 

1x Therefore loofing from Troas, we came with a 
ftraight courfe to Samothracia, and the next day to 
Neapolis ; , 

_12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief 
city of that part of Macedonia, azd a colony: and we 
were in that city abiding certain days, 

13 And on the fabbath we went out of the city bya 
river fide, where prayer was wont to be made; and we 
fat down, and fpake unto the women which retorted 
thither. 

14 @ And a certain women named Lydia, a feller of 
purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worthipped God, 
heard ws: whofe heart the Lord opened, that the at- 
tended unto the things which were fpoken of Paul. 

1g And when fhe was baptized, and her houfhold, 
fhe befought us, faying, If ye have judged me to-be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my houfc, and abide 
there. And fhe conftrained us. 

16 4 And it came to pafs, as we went to prayer, a 
certain damfel pofleffed With a fpirit of divination met 
pai which brought her mafters much gain by footh- 
aying: 

_ 17 The fame followed Pauland us, and cried, fay— 
ing, Thefe men are the fervants of the moft high God, 
which fhew unto us the way of falvation. 

18 And thus did fhe many days. But Paul, being 


j grieved, turned and faid to the fpirir, I command thee 


in the name of Jefus Chrift to come out of her. And he 
came out the fame hour. 

19 @ And when her mafters faw that the hope of 
their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and 
drew fhem into the market place unto the rulers, 

20 And brought them to the magiftrates, faying, 
Thefe men, being Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, 

2X And teach cuftoms, which are not lawful for us 
to receive, neither to obferve, being Romans. 

22 And the multitude rofe up together againft them : 
and the magiftrates rent off their clothes, and com- 
manded to beat ¢hem. 

23 And when they had laid many ftripes upon them, 
they caft them into prifon, charging the jailor to keep 
them fafely : 

24 Who, having received fuch a charge, thruft 
them into the inner prifon, and made their feet faft in 
the ftocks. - 

25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and 
fang praifes unto God: and the prifoners heard them. 

26 And fuddenly there was a great earthquake, fo 

thar 
ra mt Larwi é he - Set o tei ie ow - 

13 Where prayer was wont to be made.) As the perfecution by the 
Romans began now to tage, in the fevereft manner, the primitive Chrif— 
tians were obliged to meet in the moft private place, to worfhip God. 
During the winter, they met in the night; but in the fummer, under 
pretence of taking a walk in the fields; they retired into an adjacent 
country3 where they celebrated the praifes of their God and Saviour. 

23 Vhefe men, being Fews, &c.] The heathen, at firft, con- 

fidered the Chriftian religion only as a partieular feét, or reformation 
of Judaifm ; and the Jews were obnoxious to the Romans, becaufe 
they would not obey the decrees of the emperory in facrificing to pagan 
idols. 
25 Sang praifes unto God.| The confideration of the caufe and 
mafter they fuffered for, filled them with joy ; and while their bodies 
were torn with cruel ftripe$, their fouls were refrefhed with divine con- 
folations, their hearts enlargéd with heavenly pleafure, and their 
tongues infpired with divine eloquence 5 efteerning it fiveeter than al 
con{elation, to fuffer for Chrift, 


2 a7 Les 


the Fews ratjean uproar at Thefalonca. CHAP. XVII. Paul preacheth at Athens. 








fee 
Anae that the foundations of the prifon were fhaken : and and certain brethren unto therulers of the city, crying, Sate 
DOMIS! jnymediately all the doors were opened, and every one’s Thefe that have turned the world upfide down are cay 


53 


hands were loofed. . 
_ 27 And the keeper of the prifon awaking out of his 
fleep, and feeing the prifon doors open, he drew out his 
{word, and would have killed himfelf, fuppofing that 
the prifoners had been fled. 

28 But Paul cried with a loud voice, faying, Do 
thyielf no harm: for we are all here. 

29 hen he called for a Jight, and fprang in, and 
came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 


30 And brought them ont, and faid, Sirs, what muft 


I do to be faved? 

a1 And they faid, Believe on the Lord Jefus Chrift, 
and thou fhalt be faved, and thy houfe. 

32 -nd they fpake unto him the word of the Lord, 
and to all that were in his houfe. 

23 -And he took them the famehour of the night, and 
walked heir fivipes; and was baptized, he and all his, 
Lisiohtway. 

a4 And when he had brought them into his houfe, 
fet meac before them, and rejoiced, belicving in God 

vith aul bis houfe. 

25 GY And when it was Cay, the magiftrates fent the 
ferjeants, faying, Let thofe men go. 

a6 And the keeper of the prifon told this faying to 
Paul, Vhe magiitrates have fent to Ict you go: now 
therefore depart, and go in peace. 

~37 But Paul daid unto them, They have beaten us 





openly uncondemned, being Romans, and have caftus | 


junto prifon; and now do they thruft us out privily? 
nay verily; but let them come themfelves and fetch us 
out. 

38 And the ferjeants told thefe words unto the ma- 
giltrates: and they feared, when they heard that they 
were Romans. ; 

39 And they came and befought them, and brought 
then: out, and defired them to depart out of the city. 

40 And they went out of the prifon, and entered 


into the houfe of Lydia: and when they had fecn the | 


brethren, they comforted them, and departed. 
CHAP. XVIL 

x Paul preaching at Theffalonica: 5 Is perfecuted. 15 
Fle difputeth and preacheth at Athens. 34 Many are 
converted. 

I OW when they had paffed through Amphipolis 
« and Apollonia, they came to Theffulonica, where 

was a fynagogue of the Jews: 


2 And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them,, | 
and three fabbath days reafoned with them out of the § 


{criptures, 

3 Opening and alledging, that Chrift muft needs 
have fuffered, and rifen again from the dead ; and that 
this Jefus, whom J preach unto you, is Chriit. oe 

4 And fome of them believed, and conforted with 
Paul and Silszs; and of the devout Greeks a great mul- 
titude, anc of the chief women not a few. 

5 4 Butthe Jews which believed not, moved with 
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the bafer 
fort, and gathered a company, and fet all the city on an 
uproar, and affaulted the houfe of Jafon, and fought to 
bring them out to the people. 

6 And when they found them not, they drew Jafon 





37 Let them come themfelves, &c.] This noble fpirit of St. Paul 
denotes, that the maintaining our civil rights and privileges is by no 
means inconfittent with the Chriftian character. 

Generat REFLectTrons on Chap. XVI. 

Let us here meditate on the divine original of the gofpel, which the 
more it was oppofed, the more it flourifhed and became confpicu- 
ous; which fhews, that as God is the author of nature, and the 
governor of the univerfe, fo is he the liberal difpenfer of divine 
grace 5 and that all his merciful defigns will be accomplifhed, not- 
withttunding the rage of devils, and the malice of wicked men, 
their emiffarics. 

COMMENTARY arp NOTES on CHAP. XVIL 

3 Thu Chrift anf aceds have fuffercd, &c.} That Chrift, when- 
ever he came, was to fuffer and rife again. 

g fed auken they had take fecurity f Jafon, &¢.]  Jafon was the 

Nu 67» 





come hither alfo; 

7 Whom Jafon hath received: and thefe all do. con- 
trary to the decrees of Cefar, faying that there is ano- 
ther king, cxe Jefus. 

8 And they troubled the people and the rulers of the 
city, when they heard thefe things. 

9g And when they had taken fecurity of Jafon, and 
of the other, they Iet them go. : 

10 J And the brethren immediately fent away Paul 
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither 
went into the fynagogue of the Jews. 

11 Thefe were more noble than thofe in Theffalanica, 


} inthatthey received the word with all readinefs of mind, 


and fearched the fcriptures daily, whether thofe things 
were fo. 
12 Therefore many of them beliéved; alfo of 


# honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, 
F not a few. 


13 Y But when the Jews of Theffalonica had know- 
ledge that the word of God was preached of Paul! at 
Berea, they came thither alfo, and ftirred up the people. 

14 And then immediately the brethren fent away 
Paul to go as it were to the fea: but Silas and Timo- 


theus abode there ftill. 


15 And they that conducted Paul brought him unto 
Athens: and receiving a commandment unto Silas and 
Timotheus for to come to him with all fpeed, they de- 
parted. 


16 Y Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his 4. D.543 
| {pirit was ftirred in him, when he faw the city wholly 


given to idolatry. 


f x17 Therefore difputed hein the fynagogue with the - 
fH Jews, and with the devout perfons, and in the market 
f daily with them that met with him. 


18 Then certain philofophers of the Epicureans, and 


f of the Stoicks, encountered him. And fome faid, What 
j willthis babbler fay ? other fome, He feemeth to be a 


fetter forth of ftrange gods: becaufe he preached unto 
them Jefus and the refurrection. 

1g And they took him, and brought him unto Are- 
opagus, faying, May we know what this new doétrine, 
whereof thou fpeakeft, zs ? : 

20 For thou bringeft certain ftrange things to our 
ears: we would know therefore what thele things 
mican.. 

21 (For all the Athenians and ftrangers which were 
there {pent their time in nothing elfe, but either to tell, 
or to hear fome new thing.) : 

22 4 Then Paul ftood in the midft of Mars hill, and 


| faid, 2¢ men of Athens, I perceive that in all things 


ye are too fuperflitious. 
23 Foras I paffed by, and beheld your devotions, I 


FF found an altar with this infcription, TO THE UN- 
j KNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly wor- 


fhip, him declare I unto you. 
24 God that made the world and all things therein, 


1 feecing that he is Lord of heavenandearth, dwelleth not 


in temples made with hands; 

25 Neitheris worfhipped with men’s hands, asthough 
he needed any thing, feeing he giveth to all life, and 
breath, and all things ; 

26 And 





ruler of the Jewith fynagogne :; and appears, from his conduct, to 
have been no enemy of the gofpel. 

15 Athens, &C.}] This city was the moft celebrated for learning 
of any in the world: Cicero calls it the fountain, whence civility, 
learning, religion, and Jaws, were derived to other nations; but as 
the people were grofs idolaters, it is no wonder the apoftle was moved 
with a holy indignation on this occafion, | : 

23 To the unkuorwn God, &c.] Some imagine they hereby intended 
the Ged of the Jews; and might call him the unknown God in con- 
formity tothe Hebrews themfelves, who had the name of Jehovah 
(their God) in great fecrecy and veneration. 

24 Deucileth not ix temples, &c.) Is not circumfcribed by bouncs.. 
nor confined to one place by any corporeal reprefentation, fuch as + 
heathens made of their deities—but this is not meant to exclude the 
muanifeftation of God’s prefence in places dedicated to bis public 


worfhip.. 
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Paul preacheth at Corinth. 


The ACTS. 


He is accufed before the Roman deputy. 





Anno 


26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men 


POMIN] for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath de- 


ot 


termined the times before appointed, and the bounds 

of their habitation ; : . 

27 That they fhould feék the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him, and find him, though he be not 
far from every one of us: 

28 Forin him we live, and move, and have our be- 
ing 5 as certain alfo of our own poets have faid, For 
we are alfo his offspring. 

29 Forafmuch then as we are the offspring of God, 
we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto 
gold, or filver, or ftone, graven by art and man’s de- 
vice. 

go And the times of this ignorance God winked at; 
but now commandeth all men every where to repent : 

31 Becaufe he hath appointed a day, in the which he 
will judge the worldin righteoufnefs by that man whom 
he hath ordained; whereof he hath given affurance unto 
ali. men, in that he hath raifed him from the dead. 

32 9 And when they heard of the refurredclion of the 
dead, fome mocked: and others faid, We will hear 
thee again of this matter : 

33 So Paul departed from among them. 

34 Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and be- 
Yieved: among the which was Dionyfius the Areopa- 
gite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with 
them. 

CHAP. XVII. 

1 Paul worketh for his fubfiftence, and preacheth at Co- 
rinth ; 9 is encouraged in a viffon: 12 being accufed 
before the deputy, is difmiffed. 

FTER thefe things Paul departed from Athens, 
and came to Corinth ; 

2 And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in 
Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Prifcilla; 
(becaufe that Claudius had commanded all Jews to de- 
part from Rome :) and came unto them. 

3 And becaufe he was of the fame craft, he abode 
with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they 
were tentmakers. 

4 And he reafoned in the fynagogue every fabbath, 
and perfuaded the Jews and the Greeks. 

5 And when Silas and Timotheus were come from 
Macedonia, Paul was preffed in the fpirit, and teftified 
to the Jews that Jefus was Chrift. 

6.And when they oppofed themfelves, and blafphem- 
ed, he fhook ds raiment, and faid unto them, Your 
blood e upon your own heads ; lam clean: from hence- 
forth I will go unto the Gentiles. 

7 And he departed thence, and entered into a certain 
man’s houfe, named Juftus, ove that worfhipped God, 
whofe houfe joined hard to the fynagogue. 

8 And Crifpus, the chief ruler of the lynagogue, be- 
lieved on the Lord with all his houfe; and many of the 
Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized. 

9 4 Then fpake the Lord to Paul im the night by a 
vifion, Be not afraid, but fpeak, and hold not thy 
peace: ; 

10 ForI am with thee, and no man fhall fet onthee 
to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city. 


ee 

29 Lf haply they might feel after him, and find him, &c.) That 
their minds being enlightened, may be ftirred up to feek after and 
find him :—this is a fine allufion to the fiate of darknefs in which the 
heathens lived. 


34 The Areopagite, &c.] One of the judges of the Areopagus, 


Genrrat RerLlectrrons on Chap. XVII. 


S@veral important Ieffons are contained in this chapter, namely; 
Yhat thote who are moft addifted to fuperttition, are the mot 
violent enemies to the truth: that miniflers of the gofpel thould 
fo addrefs their hearers as to ftrike at the root of their moft riveted 
prejudices ; and in order to make way for divine truths, fhould be- 
gin with the knowledge of God and his attributes, with a view of 
the nature of man and the material world; and laitly, though we 
do not find any church was eftablifhed among the wife and learned 
Athenians, yet even there, and elfewhere, fome of the Aproudeit 
philofophers were, by the foolifhnefs of preaching,’ brought, 
through divine grace, to embrace the gofpel, 
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11 And he continued zhere a year and fix months 
teaching the word of God among them. 

12 G And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia, 
the Jews made infurrection with one accord againft 
Paul, and brought him to the judgment feat, 

13 Saying, This fellow perfuadeth men to worfhip 
God contrary to the law. 

14 And wher Paul was now about to open dis mouth, 
Gallio faid unto the Jews, If it were a matter of wrong 
or wicked lewdnefs, O ye Jews, reafon would that I 
fhould bear with you: 


15 But if it be a queftion of words and names, and of 


your law, look ye ¢o 7#; for I will be no judge of fuch 

matters. 

16 And he drave them from the judgment feat. 

17 Then all the Greeks took Softhenes, the chief 
ruler of the fynagogue, and beat him before the judg- 
ment feat. And Gallio cared for none of thofe things. 

18 4 And Paul after this tarried there yet a good 
while, and then took his Jcave of the brethren, and 
failed thence into Syria, and with him Prifcilla and 
Aquila; having fhorn 4/3 head in Cenchrea: for he 
had a vow. 

19 And he came to Ephefus, and Ieft them there: 
but he himfelf entered into the fynagogue, and reafoned 
with the Jews. 

20 When they defired dim to tarry longer time with 
them, he confented not ; 

21 But bade them farewel, faying, I muft by all 
means keep this feaft that cometh in Jerufalem: but I 
will return again unto you, if God will. And he falied 
from Ephefus. 

22 And when he had landed at Cefarea,and gone up, 
and faluted the church, he went down to Antioch. 

23 And after he had fpent fome time there, he de- 
parted, and went over a// the country of Galatia and 
Phrygiain order, ftrengthening all the difciples. 

24 4 And a certain Jew named Apollos, born at 
Alexandria, an cloquent man, aad mighty in the {crip- 
tures, came to Ephefus. 

25 This man was inftru€ted in the way of the Lord; 
and being fervent in the fpirit, he {pake and taught 
diligently the things of the Lord, knowing only the 
baptifm of John. 

26 And he began to fpeak boldly in the fynagogue: 
whom when Aquila and Prifcilla had heard, they took 
him unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfectly. 

27 And when he was difpofed to pafs into Achaia, 
the brethren wrote, exhorting the difciples to receive 
him: who, when he was come, helped them much 
which had believed through grace : 

28 For he mightily convinced the Jews, and that pub- 
lickly, fhewing by the fcriptures that Jefus was Chrift. 

; . CHAP. XIX. 

1 The Holy Ghoft given by Paul's bands: 9 The Ferws 
blafpheme bis doctrine. 24 Demetrius raifeth an upe 
roar, 35 which is appeafed by the town clerk. 

‘ND it came to pals, that, while Apollos was at 
Corinth, Paul having paffed through the upper 
coaits came to Ephefus: and finding certain difciples, 
2 He 


COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. XVIIL 

2-197 And when Gallio, &c.) By Gallio’s conduét on this oc- 
cafion, it appears, that where the public tranquillity was not dif- 
turbed, the Romans did not pay much regard to controverfies arifing 
from religious rites and ceremonies. 

24-26 dad a certain Few, &c.| It is probable that Apollos had 
been converted by the preaching of John the Baptift, or was one of 
thofe firlt believers who had been driven from Jerufalem foon after the 
martyrdom of St. Stephen, and before the converfion of Cornelius 
the Roman centurion. 

Generant Reriectrons on Chap. XVIII. 

As we find that the preaching of the gofpel was more and more eftab- 
lifhed by the preaching of the apoitles, in fpite of all oppofition 
from the Jews, and other enemtes of the truth; Ice us therefore 
efteem ita moft precious favour to the churches, when God fends 
them teachers and minifters zealous and powerful, like Apollos, 
in the holy fcriptures, and endowed with talents and gitts neceffary 
for inftruction and edification ; and alfo befeech him that he would 

- always raife up fuch like men. 

COMMENTARY 


,» _Anno 
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A, D. 56. 





Demetrius and the filuerfiniths CHAP. XX. raife an uproar againfl Paul. 


ane 2 He faid unto them, Have ye received the Holy 26 Moreover ye fee and hear, that not alone at Ephe- pie 
* 56. Choft fince you believed? and they faid unto him, We fus, but almoft throughout all Afia, this Pauil hath per- ? 59+ 


A.D. 57+ 


A.D. 58. 


AD. 59. 


have not fo much as heard whether there be any Holy 
Ghoit. 

3 And he faid unto them, Unto what then were yc 
baptized? And they faid, Unto John’s baptifm. 

4 Then faid Paul, John verily baptized with the 
baptifm of repentance, faying unto the people, that 
they fhould believe on him which fhould come after 
him, that is, on Chrift Jefus. 

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the 
mame of the Lord Jefus. 

6 And when Paul had laid 4is hands upon them, the 


' Holy Ghoftcameon them; and they fpake with tongues, 


and prophefied. 

4 And all the men were about twelve. 

8 ¢ And he went into the fynagogue, and f{pake 
boldly for the fpace of three months, difputing and 
perfuading the things concerning thekingdom of God. 

g But when divers were hardened, and believed not, 
but fpake evil of that way before the multitude, he de- 
parted from them, and feparated the difciples, difput- 
ing daily in the fchool of one Tyrannus. 

ro And this continued by the {pace of two years; fo 
that all they. which dwelt in Afia heard the word of 
the Lord Jefus, both Jews and Greeks. 

a1 And God wrought fpecial miracles by the hands 
of Paul: 

12 So that from his body were brought unto the 
fick handkerchiefs or aprons, and the difeafes departed 
from them, and the evil {fpirits went out of them. — 

13 4 Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcifts, 
took upon them to call over them which had evil {pirits 
the name of the Lord Jefus, faying, We adjure you 
by Jefus, whom Paul preacheth. 

14 And there were feven fons of one Sceva, a Jew, 
and chicf of the priefts, which did fo. 

15 And the evil fpirit anfwered and faid, Jefus, I 
know, and Paul | know; but who are ye? 

16 And the man in whom the evil fpirit was leaped 
on them, and overcame them, and prevailed againft 
them, fo that they fled out of that houfe naked and 
wounded. 

17 And this was known to all the Jews and Greeks 
alfo dwelling at Ephefus; and fear fell on them all, 
and the name of the Lord Jefus was magnified. 

18 And many that believed came, and confeffed, 
and fhewed their decds. , 

19 Many of them alfo which ufed curious arts 
brought their books together, and burned them before 
all men: and they counted the price of them, and 
found it fifey thoufand pieces of filver. 

20 So mightily grew the word of God and prevailed. 

at ¥ After thefe things were ended, Paul purpofed 
in the {pirit when he had pafled throughout Macedo- 
nia and Achaia, to go to Jerufalem, faying, After 1 
have been there, I muft allo fee Rome. 

22 So he fent into Macedonia two of them that mi- 
niflered unto him, Timotheus and Eraftus; but he 
himfelf ftayed in Afia for a feafon. 

23 And the fame time there arofe no {mall ftir about 
that way. ; 

24 Fora certain maz named Demetrius, a filver- 
fmith, which made filver fhrines for Diana, brought 
no fmall gain unto the craftfmen ; 

25 Whom he called together with the workmen of 
like occupation, and faid, Sirs, ye know that by this 
craft we have our wealth, 





COMMEN'TARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 


2 We have not fo much as beard ewhether there be any Holy Ghof-] 
Whether there had yet been any fuch plentiful effufion of it, as the 
prophets had foretold. 

19 Lifly thouland pieces of filwer.| lf Jewith fhekels, at 23. 6d. 
each, is here meant, the fum will be Gz5ol. fterling; bur if the 
Attic drachms, at gd. each, it will amount only to 1075]. but even 
that is a great fum. 

23 About that way.) About the do¢trine which St. Paul preached. 


fuaded and turned away much people, faying that they 

be no gods, which are made with hands: 

27 So that not only this our craft is in danger to be 
fet at nought; but alfo that the temple of the great god- 
defs Diana fhould be defpifed, and her magnificence 
fhould be deftroyed, whom all Afia and the world wor- 
ihippeth. 

28 And when they heard the/e fayings, they were full 
of wrath, and cried out, faying, Great zs Diana of the 
Ephefians. , 

29 And the whole city was filled with confufion: and 
having caught Gaius and Ariftarchus, men of Macedo- 
nia, Paul’s companions ia travel, they rufhed with one 
accord into the theatre. 

30 And when Paul would have entered in unto the 
people, the difciples fuffered him not. 

31 And certain of the chief of Afia, which were his 
friends, fent unto him, defiring Jim that he would not 
adventure himfelf into the theatre. 

32 Somethereforecried onething, and fome another : 
for the affembly was confufed; and the more part knew 
not wherefore they were come together. 

33 And they drew Alexander out of the multitude, 
the Jews putting him forward. And Alexander beckon- 
ed with the hand, and would have made his defence 
unto the people. | 

* 94 But when they knew that he was a Jew, all with 
one voice about the {pace of two hours cried out, Great 
zs Diana of the Ephefians. 

35 And when the townclerk had appeafed the peo- 
ple, he faid, 2 men of Ephefus, what man is there 
that knoweth not how that the city of the Ephefians 
is a worfhipper of the great godde(fs Diana, and of the 
image which fell down from Jupiter. 

36 Seeing then that thefe things cannot be fpoken 
near, ye ought to be quiet, and to do nothing 
rafhly. 

37 For ye have brought hither thefe men, which are 
neither robbers of churches, nor yet blafphemers of 
your goddefs. 

38 Wherefore if Demetrius, and thecraftfmen which 
are with him, have a matter againft any man, the law 
is open, and there are deputies: let them implead one 
another. 

39 But if ye enquire any thing concerning other 
matters, it fhall be determined in a lawful affembly. 

40 For we are in danger to be called in queftion for 
this day’s uproar, there being no caufe whereby we may 
give an account of this concourfe. . 

41 And when he had thus fpoken, he difmiffled the 
affembly. 

CHAP. XX. 

1 Paul goeth to Macedonia: 7 Celebrateth the Lord’s 
fupper: 10 Raifeth Eutychus to life: 20 He commit~ 
teth God’s flock to them. 

ND after the uproar was ceafed, Paul called unto 
him the difciples, and embraced them, and de~ 
parted for to go into Macedonia. 


2 And when he had gone over thofe parts, and had A.D. 6ag 


given them much exhortation, he came into Greece, 
3 And there abode three months. And when the 

Jews laid wait for him, as he was about to fail into 

Syria, he purpofed to return through Macedonia. 

4 And there accompanied him into Afia Sopater of 

Berea; and of the Theffalonians, Ariftarchus and Se. - 

; cundus; 

a LS 
34. When they knew that he was a Few, &e.] And therefore fup- 

pofed he would fpeak againft Diana. . 

Generar Re¥rrections on Chap. XIX. 

Let us particularly obferve, that the love of money, and the lufts of 
men, are at continual war with the truths of the gofpel; fo that if 
we would be reckoned among the number of God’s children, as 
objeéts of his love, we muft become dead to temporal enjoyments, 

.and look for happinefs from that God who alone can, and has a 
-right to beftow it on his faithful fervants. 
COMMENTARY 








Eutychus reftored to life. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
“60. 





The 


cundus; and Gaius and Derbe, and Timotheus; and 
of Afia, Tychicus and ‘Trophimus. 

§ Thefe going before tarried for us at Troas. 

6 And we failed away from Philippi after the days 
of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas in 
five days; where we abode feven days. 

7 @ And upon the firft dey of the week, when the 
difciples came together to break bread, Paul preached 
unto them, ready to depart on the morrow ; and con- 
tinued his fpeech until midnight. , 

8 And there were many lights in the upper cham- 
ber, where they were gathered together. 

g And there fat in a window a certain young man 
named Eutychus, being fallen into a deep fleep: and 
as Paul was long preaching, he funk down with fleep, 
and fell down from the third loft, and was taken up 
dead. 

10 And Paul went down, and fell on him, and em- 
bracing dim {aid, Trouble not yourfelves; for his life is 
in him. 

11 When he therefore was come up again, and had 
broken bread, and caten,and talked along while, even 
till break of day, fo he departed. 

‘y2 And they brought the young man alive, and were 
not a little comforted. 

13 Y And we went before to fhip, and failed unto 
Affos, there intending to take in Paul: for fo had he 
appointed, minding himfelf to go afoot. 

14 And when he met with us at -\flos, we took him 
in, and came to Mitylene. 

15 And we failed thence, and came the next day 
over againit Chios ; and the next day wearrived at Sa- 
mos, and tarried at Trogyllium; and the next day we 
came to Miletus. 

16 For Paul had determined to fail by Ephefus, be- 
caufe he would not {pend the time in Afia: for he hafted, 
if it were poflible for him, to be at Jerufalem the day of 
Pentecott. 

17 4 And from Miletus he fent to Ephefus, and 
called the elders of the church. 

18 And when they were come to him, he faid unto 
them, Ye know, from the firft day that I came into 
Adia, after what manner I have been with you at all 
ieatons, ; ‘ 

19 Serving the Lord with all humility of mind, and 
with many tears, and temptations, which befel me by 
the lying in wait of the Jews: 

20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable 
unto you, but have fhewed you, and have taught you 
publickly, and from houfe to houfe, 

at Teftifying both to the Jews, and alfo to the 
Grecks, repentance toward Gad, and faith toward our 
Lord Jefus Chritft. 

22 And now, behold, I go bound in the fpirit unto 
Jerufalem, not knowing the things that fhall befal me 
there: . 

23 Save that the Holy Ghoft witneffeth inevery city, 
faying that bonds and afflictions abide me. 

24 But nonce of thefe things move me, neither count 
I my life dear unto myfelf, fo that I might finifh my 
courfe with joy, and theminiftry, which Ihave received 
of the Lord Jefus, to teftify the gofpel of the grace of 
God. 

25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among 
whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, 
fhall fee my face no morc. 
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COMMENTARY axon NOTES on CHAP. XX. 

Sia windsaw, &¢.] The original fignifies ‘¢ an open window,” 
which had a fort of little door, fet open, that the room might not 
be over heated : the antients had not yet glafs in their windows. 

13 Minding bimfeif tu go afest.] It fhould be, « to go by land.” 

24. The gafpel of the grace of Ged.| “Vhe gracious declaration of 
God’s love and favour towards mankind manifefted in Chrift, 
. 26 Lf am pure from the blad of all mcen.] Not guilty of their ruin, 
if they perifh. 

35 Ut is more blofed to give than to receive.| As thefe words do 
not occur in either of the evangelifts, it is therefore highly probable 
Se. Paul came to the knowledge of them by the information of fome 

. 2 


ACTS. 


Paul journeyeth to Serufalen. 


emer oe ne 


26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that 1 Anno 


am pure from the blood of all mez. 

27 For I have not fhunned to declare unto you all 
the counfel of God. . 

28 Take heed thercfore unto yourfelves, and to all 
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghoft hath made 
you overfeers, to feed the church oi God, which he hath 
purchafed with his owa blood. 

29 For I know this, that after my departing fhall 
gricvous wolves enter in among you, not fparing the 


! flock. 


30 Alfo of your own felves fhall men arife, fpeaking 
perverfe things, to draw away clifciples after them. 

31 Therefore watch, and reinember, that by the 
{pace of three years ] cealed not to warn every one 
night and clay with tears. 

32 And now, brethren, ] commend yeu to Ged, 
and to the word of his grace, which is able to butiet 
you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are fanctified. 

33 I have coveted no man’s filver, or gold, or ap- 
parcel. 

34 Yea, ye yourfelves know, that thefe hands have 
minilered unto my neccilities, and to them that were 
with me. 

35 I have fhewed you all things, how that fo Ia- 


! bouring ye ought to fupport the weak, and to remem~ 


ber the words of the Lord Jefus, how he faid, It is 

more bleffed to give than to receive. 

.36 § And when he had thus fpoken, he knecled 
down, and prayed with them all. 

37 And they all wept fore, and fell on Paul’s neck, 
and kiffed him, 

38 Sorrowing moft of all for the words which he 
fpake, that they fhould fee his face no more. And they 
accompanied hin: unto the fhip. 

CHAP. XXI. 

1 Paul refolued to go to Ferufulem. 9 Philip’s daughters 
prophetefes. 17 Paul at Ferufalem, 27 is apprehended 
and in danger: 32 he is refeued. 

ND it came to pafs, that after we were gotten 
from them, and had Jaunched, we came witha 

Rraight courfe unto Coos, and the ¢zy following unto 

Rhodes, and from thence unto Patara : 

2 And finding a fhip failing over unto Phenicia, we 
went aboard, and fet forth. 

3 Now when we had dilcovered Cyprus, weleft it on 
the left land, and failed into Syria, and landed at Tyre: 
for there the fhip was to unlade her burden. . 

4 And finding difciples, we tarried there feven days: 
who faid to Paul through the Spirit, that he fhould not 
go up to Jerufalem. 

5 And when he had accomplifhed thofe days, we 
departed and went our way; and they all brought us 
on our way, With wives and children, till we were out 
of the city : and we kneeled down on the fhore, and 
prayed. 

6 And when we had taken our Ieave one of another, 
we took fhip; and they returned home again. 

4 And when we had finifhed our courfe from Tyre, 
we came to Ptolemais, and faluted the brethren, and 
abode with them one day. 

8 And thenext day we that were of Paul’s company 
departed, and came unto Cefarea: and we entered into 
the houfe of Philip the evangelift, which was one of the 
feven ; and abode with him. 

9 And 


a ET PA ED 


difciple, who had converfed with our Saviour in the days of his 

ficfh. 

Generat Rerrectrons on Chap. AX. 

The tears fhed by the Paftors and Chriftians of Ephefus, at parting 
with St. Paul, and their grief on being told they fhould fee him 
no more, proves how dearly they loved him; and alfo the firength 
and fervour of that divine love which unites the paftors to their 
flocks, and how much Chriftians fhould dread to be deprived of the 
miniftry of the zealous and faithful fervants of God. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XXT. 
8 One of the feven, &c.] One of the feven deacons. See chap: 

vie Se . 
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Agabus foretelleth Paul's wmprifonment. CHAP. XXII. Paul declareth his CONVET/ONe .. 
: 2 eee é 

g And the fame man had four daughters, virgins, 3o And all the city was moved, and the people ran. Anno . 

which did prophely. together: and they took Paul, and drew him out of the ee 





Anno 
DOMINI 
o. 


10 §[ And as we tarried there many days, there came 
down from Judea a certain prophet, name Agabus. 

rt And when he was come unto us, he tcok Paul's 
girdle, and bound his own hands and feet, and faid, 
Thus faith the Holy Ghott, So fhall the Jews at Jeru- 
falem bind the man that owneth this girdle, and fhall 
deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles; 

12 And when we heard thefe thinps, both we, and 
they of that place, befought him not to go up to Je- 
rufalem. 

13 Then Paul anfwered, What mean ye to weep and 
to break imine neart? for lam teady not to be bound 
only, bur alfo to die at Jerufalem for the name of the 
Lord Jefus. 

14 And when he would not be perfuaded, we ceafed, 
faying, ‘The will of the Lord be done. 

15 And after thof: days we took up ouf cattiagts, 
and went up to Jerufalem. : 

16 There went with us alf6 cerlaiz of the difciples 
of Cefarea, and brought with them one Mnafon of Cy- 
ptus, an old difciple, with whotn we fhould lodge: 

17 § And when we were come to Jerufalem, the 
brethren received us gladly. 

18 And the day following Paul went in with us uilto 
Jatnes; and all the clders were prefent. 

19 And whcn he had faluted them, he declared par- 
ticularly what things God had wrought aiiong the 
Gentiles by his miniftry. , 

20 And when they heard i¢, they glorified the Lord, 
and faid unto him, Thou feeft, brother, how many 
thoufands of Jews thee are which believe; and they 


‘are all zealous of the law: 


21 And they are informed of thee, that thou teacheft 
all the Jews which are among the Gentiles to forfake 
Mofes, faying that they ought not to circumcife their 
children, neither to walk after the cuftoms. 
come together: for they will hear that thou art come: 

23 Do therefore this that we fay to thee: We have 
four men which have a vow on them 3 

24 Them take, and purify thyfelf with thei, arid be 
at charges with them, that they may fhave /hcir heads : 
and ail may know that thofe things, whereof they were 
informed concerning thet, dre nothing ; but sba¢ thou 
thyfelf alfo walkeft orderly, and keepeft the law. 

25 As touching the Gesitiles which believe, we have 
written, and concluded that they obferve nbd fuch thing, 
fave only that they keep them{elves from ¢bings offered 
to idols, and from blood, and from ftrangled, and from 
fornication, 

26 Then Paul took the men, arid the next day pu- 
rifying himfelf with them entered into the temple, to 
fignify the accomplifhment of the days of purification, 
until that an offering fhould be offered for every one 
of them. 

27 G And when the feven days were althoft Ended, 
the Jew which were of Afia, when they faw him in the 
temple, ftirred up all the people, and laid hands on him, 

28 Crying out, Men of Ifracl, help: This is the man, 
that teacheth all wen every where againft the people, and 
the law, and this place: and further brought Grecks 
alfo into the temple; and hath polluted this holy place. 

2g (For they had feen before with hii in the city 
‘Trophimus an Ephefian, whom they fuppofed that Paul 
had brought into the teimple.) 


ae as te -t x 


23, 24 We have four men which have a vow on them, &c.) . The 
vow thefe men had upon them feems to be that of a Nazarite, Num, 
vi. ‘They were to offer a facrifice at the end of their time, to fhave 
theie heads, dnd burn the hair at the temple: =‘Thefe common rites and 
teremonies were {till complied with, leit the converted Jews, who 
were attached to their ancient prejudices; fhould take offence at the 
omiffion: : a i : ; é _- 

34. Into the caftle:] ‘This was a tower; of fortrefs, where the Ro- 
imans kept a conftant garrifon at Jerufalem. , 

39 4 Few of Tarfus, &c.j It is probable St. Paul derived the pri- 
ee of being & Roman citizen from his father: 

0: O72 


temple: and forthwith the doors were fhut. 

31 And as they wenr about to kill him, tidings came 
unto the chief captain of the band, that all Jerufalem 
Was In an uproar. 

32 Who itimediately téok foldicis ind centurions, 
and ran down unté them: and when they faiv the chief 
captain and the foldiers, they left beating of Paul. 

33 Then the chief captain came neat, and took 
him, and commanded dim to be bound with two chains; 


and daridnded who he was, and what he had done. 


34 And fome cried one thing, forric anothe/s, atriong 
the riiulticude : and when he cduld not know the cera 
into the caftle. : 

35 And when he came upon the fairs; fo it was; 
that he was borne of the foldiets for the violence of 
the people: 

36 For the trultititde of the people followed after; 
crying, Away with him. “i 

37 GF And as Paul was to be led into the cdftle, he 
faid unto the chief captain, May I fpeak unto thee ? 
Who faid, Cant thou tpeak Greck ? 

38 Aft not thou that Egyptian, which before thefe 
days rnadeft an uproar, and leddeft out irito the wilder= 
nefs tour thoufand men that were murderers? 

39 But Paul faid, Lain a man which ama Jew of 
Tarfus, @city in Cilicia, a citizen of no Meancity: and; 
I befeech thee, fuffer me to {peak tinte the people. 

40 And wheii he had given him licence; Paul ftood 
on the f{\dirs, and beckoned with the hind tintd the pee- 
ple. Arid when there was made a great filence, he 
{pike tnto bem in tht Hebrew tongut, faying; 

" CHAP. AXII: ye 
i Paul declareth his couverfion and call to the Adpofilefbip. 
22 The people exclainion him: 24 be fcapeth fcourging. 
EN; brethren, and fathers, heat ye my defence 
which I make now unto you. 

2 (And when they hedtd that He fpdke it the He-~ 
brew tongue to them, they kept the inofe filence: and 
he faith,) A 

3 Lath verily 4 mdn which am a Jew, born in Tar- 
fus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the 
feet of Gimaliel; and taught according to the perfeér 
manner of the law of the fathers, aiid was zealous to- 
ward God, as yc all are this day. 

4. And I perfecuted this way unto the death, bind~ 
ing and delivering into prifons both tien and women, 

5 AS alfo the high prieft doth bear me witnefs; and 
all the cftare of the eldeis: from whorti alfo I received 
letters unto the brethten, atid went to Damafcus, to 
bting them Which wete there bound unto Jetufalem, for 
to be punifhed. 

6 And it came to pafs; thar, as I made my joufney, 
and was cbme nigh unto Damafcus abowr noon, fud. 
denly there thone from heaven 4 gteat light round 
abotit me. a hod 

> And I fell urito the grourid; diid hedfd 4 voice 
faying unto me, Saul, Saul; why pérfeciteft thou me? 

8 And I anfwered; Who art thou; Lord? And-he 
faid unto me; I am fefus of Nazareth, whom thou 
perfecutefts ate 

o And they that were with mie faw indeed the light, 
and wete afraid; but they heard nor the voice of him 
that fpaké to me: 

10 And I faid; What thall I do; Lord? And the 
: Lord 


Generat RerLactions on Chap. XXI __ 

We have here an exainple of the conftancy and Zéal of this faithful fer~ 
vant of God in his mafter’s ¢aufe, and alfo the difciples’ pious refig~ 
nation to the will of God; and are taught; that God fecures thofe 
that ferve hifn ; and all that men do.againft them, tends only to ac~ 
complith the ends of Providence in behalf of his church: 


COMMENTARY ino NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 


3 At chi feet of Gamaliel, &¢.] ‘This plainly alludes to the pofture 
in which the {cholars were placed, namely, on low feats; while their 
teacher was raifed on a kind of throne. 
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anne ord faid unto me, Arife, 
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and go into Damafcus ; and 
there it fhall be told thee of all things which are ap- 
pointed for thee to do. 

11 And when I could notefce for the glory of that 
light, being led by the hand of them that were with 
me, I came into Damafcus. . 

12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the 
law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelt 
there; 

13 Came unto me, and ftood, and faid unto me, 
Brother Saul, receive thy fight. And the fame hour I 
looked up upon him. 

14 And he faid, The God of our fathers hath chofen 
thee, that chou fhouldeft know his will, and fee that 
Juft One, and fhouldeft hear the voice of his mouth. 

rs For thou fhalt be his witnefs unto all men of 
what thou haft feen and heard. 

16 And now why tarrieft thou? arife, and be bap- 
tized, and wath away thy fins, calling on the name of 
the Lord. 

17 And it came to pafs, that, when I was come 
again to Jerufalem, even while I prayed in the temple, 
I was in atrance; 

18 And faw him faying unto me, Make hafte, and 
get thee quickly out of Jerufalem: for they will not 
receive thy teftimony concerning me. 

rg And I faid, Lord, they know that I imprifoned 
and beat in every fynagoguc them that believed on thee: 

20 And when the blood of thy martyr Stephen was 
thed, I alfo was ftanding by, and confenting unto his 
death, and kept the raiment of them that flew him. 

a1 And he faid unto me, Depart:' for I will fend 
thee far hence-unto the Gentiles. 

22 @ And they gave him audience unto this word, 
and fben lifted up their voices, and faid, Away with 
fuch a fellow from the earth: for it is not fit that he 
fhould live. 

23 And as they cried out, and caft off sbetr clothes, 
and threw duit into the air, 

24 The chief captain commanded him to be brought 
into the caftle, and bade that he fhould be examined 
by fcourging ; that he might know wherefore they cried 
fo again{t him. 

25 @ And as they bound him with thongs, Paul faid 
unto the centurion that ftood by, Is it lawful for you 
to fcourge a man that isa Roman, and uncondemned ? 

26 When the centurion heard shat, he went and told 
the chief captain, faying, Take heed what thou doeft: 
Yor this man is a Roman. 

2% Then the chief captain came, and faid unto him, 
Tell me, art thou a Roman? He faid, Yea. 

28 And the chief captain anfwered, With a great 
fum obtained I this freedom. And Paul faid, Bur I 
was free born. 

2g Then ftraightway they departed from him which 
fThould have examined him: and the chief captain alfo 
was afraid, after he knew that he wasa Roman, and 
becaufe he had bound him. 

30 FY Onthe morrow, becaufe he would have known 
the certainty wherefore he was accufed of the jens he 
loofed him from his bands, and commanded the chief 
priefts and all their council to appear, and brought 
Paul down, and fet him before them. 





18 Saze him, &c.] i.e. The Lord Jefus. 

25 Us it lazuful sor you to feourge, &c.] By the Roman law, a free 
citizen was not to be bound, fcourged, or punifhed in any manner 
whatever, till he had been tried in a court of law. 

28, 2g dad the chief cee &c.] If the governor of the caftle 
had been convicted of breaking through an eftablifhed law, he would 
-aot only have been degraded from his rank and freedom, but alfo have 
bean fold as a flave or bondman. 


Gexcerat Rerrectrions on Chap. XXII. 

From St. Paul’s conduét we are taught, always to act with temper 
and prudence when we have to do with perfons prejudiced againft 
us on account of the gofpel ; and at the fame tme with courage 
and frmnefs, without ever ufing difguife, or diflembling the trutb 
through fear, . 2 


i 


CHAP. XXIII. 

1 Paul pleading his integrity is Jusitien: 11 he ts encou- 
raged by the Lord. 12 A coufpiracy agaiuft him is dif- 
covered to the captain; 23 who fendeth hint to Felix. 

ND Paul, carneftly beholding the counfel, faid, 

Men and brethren, I have lived in all good con- 
feience before God until this day. 

2 And the high prieft Ananias commanded them 
that ftood by him to {mite him on the mouth. 

Then faid Paul unto him, God fhall fmite thee, 
thou whited wall: for fitteft thou to judge me after the 
law, and commandeft me to be fmitren contrary to the 
law? 

4 And they that ftood by faid, Revileft thou God’s 
high, prieft ? 

5 Then faid Paul, I wift not, brethren, that he was 
the high prieft: for it is written, Thou fhalt not {peak 
evil of the ruler of thy people. 

6 ¥ But when Paul perceived that the one part were 
Sadducees, and the other Pharifees, he cried our in the 
council, Men end brethren, Iama Pharifee, the fon of 
a Pharifee: of the hope and refurrection of the dead 
Jam called in queftion. 

7 And when he had fo faid, there arofe a diffenfion 
between the Pharifees and the Sadducces : and the mul- 
tirude was divided. 

8 For the Sadducees fay that there is no refurrec- 
tion, neither angel, nor fpirit: bur the Pharifees con- 
fefs both. 

9 And there arofe a great cry: and the f{cribes shat 
were of the Pharifees’ part arofe, and ftrove, faying, 
We find no evil in this man: but if a fpirit or an angel 
hath fpoken to him, let us not fight againft God. 

10 § And when there arofe a great diffenfion, the 
chief captain, fearing left Paul fhould have been pulled 
in pieces of them, commanded the foldicrs to go down, 
and to take him by force from among them, and to 
bring dim into the caflle. 

11 And the night following the Lord ftood by him, 
and faid, Be of good cheer, Paul : for as thou haft tef- 
tified of me in Jerufalem, fo muft thou bear witnefs alfo 
at Rome. 

12 G And when it was day, certain of the Jews 
banded together, and bound themfelves under a curfe, 
faying that they would neither cat nor drink till they 
had killed Paul. 

13 And they were more than forty which had made 
this confpiracy. 

14 And they came to the chief priefts and elders, 
and faid, We have bound ourfelves under a great cure, 
that we will eat nothing until we have flain Paul. 

15 Now therefore ye with the council fignify to the 
chief captain that he bring him down. unto you to 
morrow, as though ye would enquire fomething mort 
perfectly concerning him: and we, or ever he come near, 
are ready to kill him. 

16 And when Paul’s fifter’s fon heard of their lying 
in wait, he wentand entered intothecaflle, and roid Paul. 

17 Then Paul called one of the centurions unto bin, 
and faid, Bring this young man unto the chief captain : 
for he hath a certain thing to tell him. 

18 So he took him, and brought his to the chief 
captain, and faid, Paul the prifoner called me unto bin, 

and 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XXIII. 


1 Ihave liwed in all good confeience, &c.J ‘The apoflle means, that 
he had never wilfully tranfgreffed or broie the Mofaic Jaw, while it 
exifted according to the divine appointment. +7 

3 God feall fmite thee, thou whited wall, &c.] Thefe words are to 
be underftood as a prediction, not an imprecation ; and Jofephus tells 
us, they were foon afterwards {lulfilled ; for he was murdered in a mu- 
tiny. It muft be allowed, that his treatment of Paul, who was then a 
prifoner, was both inhuman and unjutt. 

14 4c have bound ourfelues, &c.] This was a mott horrid com- 
bination, no lefS inconfiftent with the jewifh law, than repugnant 
to the Roman government: but in all ages, furious bigots, when in- 
ftigated by thofe in authority, will be ferad to srpole the plainett 
diétates of truth, “ 

26 Felix, 


“Paul declareth his miffion to the Gentiles. The ACTS. He ts brought before the Fewrfh council. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
6s. 


Paul is fent to Felix the governor. CHAP. XXIV. Paul’s defence. 





4 Notwithftanding, that I be not further tedious Anno 


Aono and prayed me to bring this young man unto thee, 
h I I h . DOMINI 
unto thee, I pray thee that thou wouldeft hear us of <> 


bOMINE Who hath fomething to fay unto thee. 


1g Then the chief captain took him by the hand, and 
went with bim afide privately, and afked bim, What is 
thar thou haft to tell rne? 

20 And he faid, The Jews have agreed to defire thee 
that thou wouldelt bring down Paul to morrow into 
the council, as though they would enquire fomewhat 
of him more perfectly. 

21 But do not thou yield unto them: for there lie 
in: wait for him of them more than forty men, which 
have bound themfelves with an oath, that they will nei- 
ther eat nor drink rill they have killed him: and now 
are they ready, loSking for a promife from thee. 

22 So the chief captain thes let the young man de- 
part, and charged bim, Sce thou tell no man that thou 
haft fhewed thefe things to me. : 

23 § And he called unto bimtwo centurions, faying, 
Make ready two hundred foldiers to go to Cefarea, and 
horfementhrcefcoreand ten, and fpearmen two hundred, 
at the third hour of the night; 

24 And provide them beafts, that they may fet Paul 
on, and bring bin fafe unto Felix the governor. 

25 And he wrote a letter after this manner: 

26 Claudius Lyfias unto the moft excellent governor 
Felix fendetb greeting. 

27 This man was taken of the Jews, and fhould have 
been killed of them: then came I with an army, and 
refcued him, having underftood that he was a Roman. 

28 And when I would have known the caufe where- 
fore they accufed him, I brought him forth into their 
council: 

29 Whom I perceived to be accufed of queftions of 
their law, but to have nothing laid to his charge worthy 
of death or of bonds. 

30 And when it was told me how that the Jews laid 
wait for rhe man, I fent f{traightway to thee, and gave 
commandment to his accufers alfo to fay before thee 
what ‘bey badagainft him. Farewel. 

31 Then the foldiers, as it was commanded them, 
took Paul, and brought him by night to Antipatris. 

32 On the morrow they left the horfemen to go with 
him, and returned to the caftle: 

33 Who, when they came to Cefarea, and delivered 
the epiftle to the governor, prefented Paul alfo before 
him. 

34 And when the governor had read fhe letter, he 
afked of what province he was. And when he under- 
ftood that be was of Cilicia ; 

35 I will hear thee, faid he, when thine accufers are 
alfo come. And he commanded him to be kept in He- 
rod’s judgment hall. 

CHAP. XXIV. 

1 Paul is accufed before Felix by Tertallus : 10 anfewereth 

jor bis life and dottrine: 24 he preacheth freely before the 
governor and his wife. 26 Felix hopeth for a bribe. 

ND after five days Ananias the high prieft de- 

fcended with the elders, and with a certain orator 

named Tertullus,who informed the governor again{tPaul. 

2 And when he was called forth, Tertullus began to 
accufe bin, faying, Secing that by thee we enjoy great 
quictnefs, and that very worthy deeds are done unto 
this nation by thy providence, 

3 We accept i/ always, and in all places, moft noble 
Felix, with all thankfulnefs. 





26 Felix, &c.] He was one of the favourites of the emperor, 
from whom he obtained the government of Judea; but in his admini- 
tration, practifed all manner of violence, avarice, and luft. 

Generar ReFLectTrions on Chap. XXIII. 
When wicked men bind themfelves by the mof folemn obligations, 
to fruftrate the defigns of divine providence, we fhall always ice that 

God will laugh at all their machinations that are calculated to op- 

pofe what he has decreed fha!l come to pafs, accordiag to the order 

of his own appointment: for * the counfel of the Lord, that thal] 
* ftand.”” 

COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. XXIV. 

2 Tertullus began to aceye bizar, &c.J]  Almoft the whole of this. 


thy clemency a few words. 

§ For we have found this man a peftilent fe/low, and 
a mover of fedition among all the Jews throughout the 
-world, and a ringleader of the fect of the Nazarenes : 

6 Who alfo hath gone about to profane the temple: 
whom we took, and would have judged according to 
our law. 2 

7 But the chief captain Lyfias came wpow us, and 
with great violence took hiv: away out of our hands, 

8 Commanding his accufers to come unto thee: by 
examining of whom thyf{elf mayeft take knowledge of 
all thefe things, whereof we accufe him. 

g And the Jews alfo affented, faying that thefe 
things were fo. 

10 Y Then Paul, after that the governor had 
beckoned unto him to fpeak, anfwered, Foraf{much as 
I know that thou haft been of many years a judge 
unto this nation, I do the more cheerfully anfwer for 
myfelf: 

11 Becaufe that thou mayeft underftand, that there 
are yet but twelve days fince I went up to Jerufalem 
for to worfhip. 

12 And they neither found me in the temple dif- 
puting with any man, neither raifing up the people, 
neither in the fynagogues, nor in the city: , 

13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they 
now accufe me. 

14 But this I confefs unto thee, thit after the way 
which they call herefy, fo worfhip I the God of my 
fathers, believing all things which are written in the 
law and in the prophets : 

15 And have hope toward God, which they them— 
felves aIf{o allow, that there fhall be a refurrection of 
the dead, both of the juft and unjuft. 

16 And herein do I exercife myfelf, to have always a. 
con{cience void of offence toward God, and foward men. 

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to 
my nation, and offerings. 

18 Whereupon certain Jews from Afia found me 
purified in the temple, neither with multitude, nor 
with tumult. : 

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and 
object, if they had ought againft me. 

20 Or elfe let thefe fame bere fay, if they have found 
any evil doing in me, while I ftood before the council, 

2r Except it be for this one voice, that I cried ftand- 
ing among them, Touching therefurrection of the dead 
Iam called in queftion by you this day. 

22 Y And when Felix heard thefe things, having more 

erfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and 
faid, When Lyfias the chief captain fhall come down, I 
will know the uttermoft of your matter. 

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, 
and to let dim have liberty, and that he fhould forbid 
none of his acquaintance to minifter or come unto him. 

24 Q And after certain days, when Felix came with 
his wife Drufilla, which was a Jewefs, he fent for Paul, 
and heard him concerning the faith in Chrift. 

25 And as hereafoncd of righteoufnefs, temperance, 
and judgment tocome, Felix trembled, and anfwered, 
Go thy way, for this time; when I have a convenient 
feafon, I will call for thee. 

26 He hoped alfo that money fhould have been 

given 
Le A ET A TT I AT TTA RRA SK EOE 
hired orator’s accufation was falfe and fcandalous; fince St. Paul, in 
his defence, proves, that he was neither guilty of fedition, herefy, or 
profanation of the temple. 

14 After the way ewhich they call herefy, &c.) Although I am con- 
fidered by the Jews as an heretic and fchifmatic, yet I believe no 
more than what is inculcated by their own law. - 

17 J came to bring alms to my nation, Sc.) Tothe poor Jews who 
had embraced Chriftianity. * 

25 Of righteoufnefs, temperance, &c.] This difcourfe was moft ex- 


" cellently calculated to fuit the charaéter and circumftances of fo unjuft 


and lewd 2 prince, who was faid to have been guilty of every crime, 
without pra¢tifing one fingle virtue. 


GENERAL 








Anno 


Paul appealeth to Cefar. 





ins gets 


given him of Paul, that he nvight loofe him: wherefore 

‘he fent for him the oftener, and communed with him. 
27 Bur after two years Porcius Feftus came into 

Felix’ room: and Felix, willing to fhew the Jews a 


. pleafure, lefc Paul bound. 


CHAP. XXV. 

1 The Fews accufe Paul to Feftus, 8 he anfwereth for him- 
IF, and appealeth toCefar: 14.afterwards Fefius open- 
eth the matter to kine Agrippa,23 and beis brought forth. 

OW when Feftus was come into the province, 
2 after three days he afcended from Cefarea to Je- 
rufalem. 

2 Then the high prieft and the chief of the Jews 
informed him againft Paul, and befought him, 

And defired favour againft him, that he would 
fend for him to Jerufaitcm, laying wait in the way to 
kill him. ; 

4 But Feftus anfwered, that Paul fhould be kept art 
Cefarea,and that he himfelf would depart fhortly thither. 

5 Let them therefore, faid he, which among you are 
able, go down with me, and accufe this man, if there 
be any wickednefs in him. 

6 And when he had tarried among them tore than 
ten days, he went down unto Cefarea; and the next day 
fitting on the judgment fear commanded Paul to be 
brought. . 

7 And when he was come, the Jews which cathe 
down from Jerufalem ftood round about, and laid many 
and gricvous complaints again{t Paul, which they could 
Not prove. . . 

8 | While he anfwered for himfelf, Neither againft 
the law of the Jews, neither againft the temple, nor yet 
againft Cefar, have I offended any thing at all. 

g But Feflus, willing to do the Jews a pleafure, an- 
fwered Paul, and faid, Wilt thou go up to Jerufalem, 
and there be judged of thefe things before me? 

10 Then faid Paul, I ftand at Cefar's judgment feat, 
where I ought to be judged : td the Jews have I done 
no wrong, as thou very well knoweft. 

11 For if I bean offender, or have cominiitted any 
thing worthy of death, I refufe not to die: but if there 
be nonc of thefe things whercof thefeaccufe me, no shan 
may deliver me unto them. appeal unto Cefar. 

12 Then Feftus, when he had conferred with the 
council, anfwered, Haft thou appealed unto Cefat? 
unto Cefar fhale thou go. 

13 Q And after certain days king Agrippa and Ber- 
nice carne unto Cefarea to falute Feitus. 

14 And when they had been there many days, Feftiis 
declared Paul’s caufe unto the king, faying, There is a 
certain man left in bonds by Felix: 

15 About whom, when I was at Jerufalem, the chief 
priefts and the elders of the Jews informed me, defiring 
go Save judgment againft hitn, 

16 Yo whom I anfwered, It is not the mannet of 
the Romans to deliver any man to die, before that he 
which is accufed have the accufers face to face, and 
have licencc to anfwer for himfelf concerning the crime 
laid againit him, 

17 Theretore, when they were comme hither, without 
any delay on the morrow I fat on the judgment feat, 
and commanded the man to be brought forth. 


Generrat Rerrecttons on Chap. XXIV. 

We have here, in Panl’s perfecutors, 2 molt fhockmg piéture of the 
depravity of the human heart, which labouring, under inveterate 
prejudices und enmity to the gofpel; and on the other hand, we 
have an amiable view of the force of Chriftianity operating on the 
mind of one who was influenced by an inviolable and affectionate 
attachment to our adorable Redeemer. . si. 

COMMENTARY axon NOTES tn CHAP: EXV: 

11 J appeal unto Cejar.] It was the privilege of the meaneit Re 
man citizen when he thought himéelf injured, to appeal to the fenate 
or the emperor: thts did St. Paul, as he was cenvinced no juftice 
could be obtained for him in his own country. 

16 ft is not the manner of the Romans, &c.] Such was the eguity 
of the Roman law, that no prifoner could be convited fill he had been 
confronted by his accufers ; which equitable rule, all civilized nations 
fhould adopt. : 2 

tg Ther ows fuperfition, &c.] This is to be underftood ina geod 
ferfe; as meaning religion: The heathens called the Jewith religion 

2 


The ACTS. He pleadeth for himfelf before Agrippa. 


18 Againft whom when the accufers ftood up, 
they brought none accufation of fuch things as I fup- 
pofed : 

1g But had certain queftions againft him of their 


own fuperftition, and of one Jefus, which was dead, 


whom Paul affirmed to be alive. 


20 And becaufe I doubted of fuch manner of quef- 


tions, I afked b7m whether he would go to Jerufalem, 

and there be judged of thefe matters. 

21 But when Paul had appealed to be referved unto 
the hearing of Auguftus, I commanded him to be kept 
till I might fend him to Cefar. 

22 Then Agrippa faid unto Feftus, I would alfo 
hear the man myfelf. Yo morrow, faid he, thou fhale 
hear him. 

23 G And on the morrow, when Agrippa was come, 
and Bernice, with great pomp, and was entered into the 
place of hearing, with the chief captains, and principal 
men of the city, at Feftus’ commandment Paul was 
brought forth. 

24 And Feftus faid, King Agrippa, and all men 
which are here prefent with us, ye fee this man, about 
whom all the multitude of the Jews have dealt with 
me, both at Jerufalem, and a//fo here, crying that he 
ought not to live any longer. 

25 But when I found that he had committed nothing 
worthy of death, and that he himfelf hath appealed to 
Auguftus, I have determined to fend him. 

26 Of whom I have no certain thing to write unto 
my lord. Whercfore Ihave brough: him forth before 
you, and fpecially before thee, O king Agrippa, that, 
after examination had, I might have fomething to write. 

27 Forit feemeth to me unreafonable to fend a pri- 
foner, and not withal to fignify the crimes Jaid againft 
him. 

CHAP. XXVI. 

1 Paul iz the prefeuce of Agrippa declareth lis life from 
his childhood, his wonderful converfion, and call to the 
apyplejbip, and his preaching of Chrift according to the 
Scripture dofrine. 

Ape} Agrippa faid unto Pati, Thou art per- 

mitted to {peak for thyfelf. Then Paul ftretched 
forth the hand, and anfwered for himfelf: 

z I think myfelf happy, king Agrippa, becaufe I 
fhall anfwer for myfelf this day before thee touching 
all the things whereof fam accufed of the Jews: 

3 Efpecially decaufe I know thee to be expert in all 
cuftoms and queftions which are among the Jews: 
wherefore I befeech thee to hear me patiently. 

4. My manner of life from my youth; which was at 
the firft among-mine own nation at Jerufalem, know 
all the Jews; 

5 Which knew me from the beginning, if they would 
teftify, that after che moft ftraiteft {ect of our religion I 
lived a Pharifee. 

6 And now I ftand and am judged for the hope of 
the promife made of God unto our fathers: 

7 Unto which promife our twelve tribes, inftantly 
ferving God day and night, hope to come. For which 
hope’s fake, king Agrippa, I am accufed of the Jews. 

8 Why fhould it be thought a thing incredible with 
you, that God fhould raife the dead? 


gl 


“¢ fuperftition :” Quintilian calls Mofes “ Judaic fuperftitionis antto- 

rem :” author of the }ewith fuperftition. 

Generar ReFrections on Chap. XXV. 

The procedure of St. Paul, in appealing.to Cefar, fhews, that Provi- 
dence did thus difpofe matters, mot only that he might not fall inte 
the hands of the Jews, but alfo that he might thereby have an op- 
portunity of going to Rome, and preaching the gofpel in that great 
eity, as our Lord had foretold he fhoald, and where an excellent 
church was afterwatds raifed. 

COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. XXVI. 

1 Stretchid Sorth tbe band, &c.) This was deemed a decent expre® 
Gon of carneftnefs in one that fpoke in public. 

8 Why foould it be thought a thing incredible with you, &c.]  Teig 
evident the Jews had grounds fufficient, in the writings of the Old 
Teftament, to expeét a future refurrection: See Exod. ii. (applied by 
oar Lord, Mar. xxii. 32-) Ie. xxvi, 19. Dan. xii. 2. and 2 Mace. 
Vil. g~-23- 
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COMINI 
62, 





Paul declareth his converfion. 


Anno 
POMINI 
G2 


9 I verily thought with myfelf, that I ought to do 
many things contrary to the name of Jefus of Nazareth. 

10 Which thing I alfo did in Jernfalem: and many 
of the faints did 1 fhut up in prifon, having received 
authority from the chief priefts; and when they were 
put to death; I gave my voice againft them. . 

11 And J punifhed them oft in every fynagogue, and 
1 compelled them to blafpheme; and being exceedingly 
mad againit them, I perfecuted tem even unto ftrange 
cities. 

12 Whereupon as I went to Damafeus with autho- 
rity and commiflion from the chief priefts, 

13 At midday, O king, I faw in the way a light 
from heaven, above the brightnefs of the fun, fhining 


* yound about me and them which journeyed with me. 


14 And when we were all fallen to the earth, I heard 
a voice {peaking unto me, and faying in the Hebrew 
tongue, Saul, Saul, why perfecuteit thou me? #f zs hard 
for thee to kick againft che pricks. ; 

15 And I faid, Who art thou, Lord? And he faid, 
Jam Jetus whom thou perfecuteft. 

16 Butrife, and fland upon thy feet: for I have ap- 
peared unto thee for this purpofe, to make thee a mini- 
fter and a witnefs both of thefe things which thou hatft 
feen, and of thofe thingsin the which I will appear unto 
thec ; 

17 Delivering thee from the people, and from the 
Gentiles unto whom now I fend thee, 

18 To open their eyes, and toturn them from dark- 
nefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, 
that they may receive forgivenefs of fins, and inheri- 
tance among them which are fanétified by faith that is 
in me. 

19 Whereupon, O king Agrippa, I was not difobe- 
dient unto the heavenly vifion : 

20 But fhewed firft unto them of Damafcus, and at 
Jerufalem, and throughout,all the coafis of Judea, and 
then to the Gentiles, that they fhould repent and turn 
to God, and do works meet for repentance. 

«1 For thefe caufes the Jews caught me in the tem- 
ple, and went about to kill me. 

22 Having therefore obtained help of God, I conti- 
nue unto this day, witneffing both to fmall and great, 
faying none other things than thofe which the prophets 
and Mofes did fay fhould come: 

23 That Chrift fhould fulFer, axd that he fhould be 
the firft that fhould rife from the dead, and fliould fhew 
light unto the people, and to the Gentiles. 

244 And as he thus fpake for himfelf, Feftus faid 
with a loud voice, Paul, thou art befide thyfelf; much 
learning doth make thee mad. 

25 But he faid, Iam not mad, moft noble Feftus ; 
but fpeak forth the words of truth and fobernefs. 

26 For the king knoweth of thefe things, before 
whom alfo I fpeak freely: for 1 am perfuaded that 
none of thefe things are hidden from him; for this thing 
was not done in a corner. 

27 King Agrippa, believeft thou the prophets? I 
know that thou believeit. 

28 Then Agrippa faid unto Paul, Almoft thou per- 
fuadeft me to be a Chriiftian. 

29 And Paul faid, I would to God, that not only 
thou, but alfo all thac hear me this day, were both al- 
mott, and altogether fuch as I am, except thefe bonds. 





10 J gave my vsice.] Paul had no voice in the Sanhedrim, but 
the meaning is, that he infligated the people again him as miuch as he 
could. 

22 Heving chtained help of Ger, &c.] 
vidence of God J till furvive.” 

29 And Paul jaid, &c.j ** Be afured, O king, that the happinefs 
refulting from the finceve profiion of the religion of Chriit, is fo great 
and defhrealde a bleting, that 1 sincerely wifh that all thefe here pre- 
fent enjoyed it in the tame manner that I do, without being fubject to 
imprifonment and perfecution tor it.” 

32 Phe had ana appealed unto Cefar.] After the Roman citizen had 
appealed to the emperor, it was not in the power of an inferidr judge 
either to condemn or acquit him. 7 

Grexrexat Rerrectrions on Chap. XXVI. 
In the conduct of the Apoitle, we may difcover evident tokens of wif. 

BE mcderation, ingenuity, fedfaiinefs, and courage. which plainly 

No. G8, : 


ee By the extraordinary pro- 











C H A P. XXVII. Paul’s dangerous voyage toward Rome. 


30 G And when he had thus fpoken the king tofe 
up, and the governor, and Betnice, and they thai dat 
with them: . 

3t And when they were gone dfide, they talked bes 
twech themfelves, faying, This man doeth nothing 
worthy of death or of bonds: | : 

32 Then faid Agrippa unto Feftus; This mati might 
have been fet at liberty, if he had not appealed unto 
Cefar. 

CHAP. XXVIL 
9 Paul foretelleth the danger of the voyage. 14 They aré 
toffed with a tempeft: 41 and fuffer jhipwreck ; 44 and 
come fafe to land. : ; 
N Dwhen it was determincd that we fhould fail 
into Italy, they delivered Paul and certain other 


H prifoners unto ove named Julius, a centurion of Augul 


tus’ band. 
2 And entering into a fhip of Andramyttium, we 


t launched, meaning to fail by the coafts of Afia; one Ari* 


ftarchus, a Macedonian of Theffalonica, being with us. 
And the next day we touched at Sidon. And Ju- 


| linus courteonfly entreated Paul, and pave dim liberty ta 
} go unto his friends to refrefh himfelf. 


4 And when we had launched from thence, we failed 


} under Cyprus, becaufe the winds were contrary. 


5s And when we had failed over the fea of Cilicia and 
Pamphylia, we came to Myra a city of Lycia. 

6 And there che centurion found a fliip of Alexan- 
dria failing unto Italy; and he put us therein. ; 

7 And when we had failed flowly many days, and 
fcarce were come over again ft Cnidus, the wind not fuf- 
fering us, we failed under Crete, over again{t Salmone; 

8 And, hardly paffing ir, came unto a place which 
is called The fair havens ; nigh whereunto was the 


j city of Laces. 


g Now when much time was fpent, and when failitig 
was now dangerous, becaufe the.faft was now already 


f paft, Paul admonifhed them, 


to And faid unto them, Sirs, I perceive that thig 
voyage will be with hut and much damage; not only 


| of the lading and fhip, but alfo of our lives. 


11 Neverthelefs the centurion believed the mafter 
and the owner of the fhip, morethan thofe things whicls 


f were fpoken by Paul. 


12 4] And becaufe the haven was not commiodious 
to winter in, the more part advifed to depart thence 
alfo, if by any means they mighr attain ro Phenice, and 


§ there to winter: wich is an haven of Crete, and heth 


toward the fouth weft and north weft. ; 
13 And when the fonth wind blew foftty, fuppofing 


f that they had obtained é4ezr purpofe, loofing thence, they 
j failed clofe by Crete: 


14 But nor long after there drofe againi it 4 tem. 


} peftuous wind, called Euroclydon. 


15 And when the fhip was caught, and could not 


{ bear up unto the wind, we let der drive. 


16 And running under a certain ifland which is 
called Clauda, we had much work to come by the boats 
17 Which when they had taken up, they ufed helps, 
undergirding the fhip; and, fearing left they fhould 


§ fall into the quickfands, ftrake fail, and fo were driven. 


18 And we being exceedingly tofled with a tempeft, 


f the next day they lightened the thip; 


ig And 


denote his innocence and zeal: his refpectful and courteous behaviour 
before the court, alfo teaches to anlwer thofe with meeknefs and 
humility, who require an account of our faith. It likewife ap- 
pears that the impreiiton made on -Agrippa wes net to falvation, 
fince he toolz no care to be furthar inflructed therein: fo that ir will 
be in vain for perfons to be but faintly affected with the word of 
truth, and not heartily engaged in the love and belief of it. 
COMMENTARY axon NOTES os CHAP: XXVIL 
9g The fafh was now already pafi, Sc J The great annual fift of ex- 
Ppiation for the sins of the pezple of [Gael (Lev. xvi. 2g.) i: bean on 
the roth diy of tac month ‘Tizri, anfwering to the 25th of our S2- 
tember. It ultimately pointed to the atonement to la made for fin by 
fufferinzs and death of t:e Meffiah. 
14 £urce)yox.] Furious kinds of eatlerly winds, called Levaaters, 
which blow irregularly in wie autemnl fesfln. 
98 
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Paul fuffereth fhipwreck. 


Anno”. 


DOMINI 
62. 


19 And the third day we caft out with our own 
hands the tackling of the fhip. 

zo And when neither fun nor flars in many days ap- 
peared, and no {mall tempeft lay on ws, all hope that 
we fhould be faved was then taken away. : 

21 4 But after long abftinence Paul flood forth in 
the midft of them, and faid, Sirs, ye fhould have heark- 
ened unto me, and not have loofed from Crete, and to 
have gained this harm and lofs. 

22 And now I exhort you to be of good eheer: for 
there fhall be no Jofs of azy man’s life among you, but 
of the fhip. a 

23 For there flood by me this night the angel of God, 
whofe I am, and whom I ferve, : 

_ 2q Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou muft be brought 
before Cefar: and, ko, God hath given thee all them 
that fail with thee. : 

2s Wherefore; firs, be of good cheer: for I believe 
God, that it fhall be even as it was told me. 

26 Howbeit we mift be calt upon a certain iffand. 

27 But when the fourteenth night was come, as we 
were driven up and down in Adria, about midnight the 
thipmen deemed that they drew near to fome country 5 

28 And founded, and found it twenty fathoms: and 
when they had gonea little further, they founded again, 
and found zé fifteen fathoms, : 

29 Then fearing left they fhould have failen upon 

rocks,they caft fouranchors out of the ftern, and wilhed 
for the day. 
_ 30 Andas the fhipmen were about to flee out of the 
Ship, when they had letdown the boat into the fea, under 
colour as though they would have cait anchors out of 
the forethip, : 

31 Paul faid to the centurion and ta the foldiers, 
Except thefe abide in the thip, ye cannot be faved. 

2 Then the foldiers cut off the ropes of the boat, 
and let her fall off. 

3 And while the day was coming cn, Paw be- 
fought them all to take meat, faying, This day is the 
totrteenth day that ye have tarried and continued fait- 
ing; having taken nothing. : 

34 Wherefore I pray you to take /sme meat: for this 
is for your health: for there fhali not an hair fall from 
the head of any of you. 

35 And when he had thus fpoken, he took bread, and 
gave thanks to God in the prefence of them all: and 
when he had broken i#, he began to eat. 

36 Then were they all of good cheer, and they 
alfo took forme meat. 

37 And we were in all in the fhip two hundred three- 
fcore and fixteen fouls. 

38 And when they had eaten enough; they lightened 
the fhip, and caft out the wheat into the fea. 

39 And when it was day, they knew not the land: 
but they difcovered a certain creek with a fhore, into 
the which they were minded, if it were pofflible, to 
thruft in the fhip. 

46 And when they had taken up the anchors, they 
committed themfelvcs unto the fea, and loofed the rud- 
der bands, and hoifed up the mainfail to the wind, and 
made toward fhore. 

41 And falling into a place where two feas met, they 
ran the fhip aground; and the forepart ftuck faft, and 
remained unmoveable, but the hinder part was broken 
with the violence of the waves. 

42 And the foldiers’ counfel was to kill the prifoners, 
left any of them fhould {wim out, and efcape. _ 
Set ST a A A SP RAE IR SCE EI 

33 This is the fourteenth days &c,] The meaning muft be, that in 
all that time they had, on account of the tempeit, taken but little 
nourifhment upoa the whole. 

38 The svieat, &c.) ‘This appears to have been a fhip of Alexan- 
dria, which carried corn from thence to Rome. 

Generar Rervecrions on Chap. XXVII. 

We learn hereby, that nothing can hurt thofe whom God favours 
with his protection, and who ferve him faithfully ; that it isa great 
happinefs to be in the company of good men, on whofe account 
God often fpares and delivers the reft, and even preferves the world 
in being: that, however, the promifes which God makes us fhould 
not hinder us from ufing thofe means his providence prefcribes, 
and which he himfelf has eltablifhed. 


The ACTS. 


He is caft on the ifland of Melita, 


43 But the centurion, willing to fave Paul, kept _-nno 


them from their purpofe ; and commanded that they 
which could {wim fhould caft them/elves fir fl into the fea, 
and get to land: 

44 And the reft, fome on boards, and fome on £7 oben 
pieces of the fhip. And fo it canic to pais, that they 
efcaped all fafe to land. 


CHAP. XXVIII. 


1 Paul after his fhipwreck ts kindly entertained. 5 Tie 
viper hurteth him not: 7 he healeth many. 


ND when they were efcaped, then they knew that 
A the ifland was called Melita. 

2 And the barbarous people fhewed us no little kind- 
nefs: for they kindled a fire, and received us every one, 
becaufe of the prefent rain, and becaufe of the cold. 

3 9 And when Paul had gathered a bundle of fticks, 
and laid them on the fire, there came a viper out of the 
heat, and faftened on his hand. 

4 And when the barbarians faw the cencmans tieatt 
hang on his hand, they faidamong themlelves, Nodctubt 
this man is a murderer, whom though he hath efcaped 
the fea, yet vengeance fulfereth not to live. 

5 And he fhook off the beaft into the fire, and fele 
no harm. 

6 Howbeit they looked when he fhould have fwollen, 
or fallen down dead {udderly: but atter they had looked 
a great while, and faw no harm come to him, they 
changed their minds, and faid that he was a god. 

7 Gj In the fame quarters were pofleflions of the chief 
man of the ifland, whofe name was Publius; who re- 
ceived us, and lodged us three days courteoufly, 

8 And it came to pats, that the father of Publius lay 
fick or a fever and of a bloody flux: to whom Paul 
entered in, and prayed, and laid his handson him, and 
healed him. 

g So when this was done, others alfo, which had 
difeafes in the iland, came, and were healed : 

10 Who alfo honoured us with many honours; and 
when we departed, they laded ws with fuch things as 
were neceflary. 


DEMING 
62. 


14 J And after three months we departed in a fhipA,p.63. 


of Alexandria which had wintered in the ifle, whole 

fign was Caftor and Pollux. 

j 12 And landing at Syracufe, we tarried there three 
ays. 

13 And from thence we fetched a compafs, and came 
to Khegium: and after one day the fouth wind blew, 
and we came the next day to Putewli: 

14 Where we found brethren, and were defired to 
tarry with them feven days: and fo we went toward 
Rome. 

1§ And from thence, when the brethren heard of 
us, they came to mect us as far as Appii forum, and 
The three taverns : whom when Paul faw, he thanked 
God, and took courage. 

_ 16 And when we came to Rome, the centurion de 

livered the prifoners to the captain of the guard: but 
Paul was futfered to dwell by himfelf with a foldier that 
kept him. 

17 4 And it came to pafs, that after three days Paul 
called the chief of the Jews together: and when they 
were come together, he faid unto them, Men and bre- 
thren, though 1 have committed nothing againit the 
people, or cuftoms of our fathers, yet was 1 delivered 
prifoner from Jerufalem into the hands of the Romans. 

‘ 18 Who 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. XXVIII. 

1 Melita.] _Thisifland is called Malta, is at prefent under the go- 
vernment of the knights of Rhodes, from which laft place they were 
driven by the Turks about the beginning of the 1 sth century. 

4 The venomous beaff, &¢.} More properly, the fierce animal. 

_ 12 Spracufe.} In antient times, this was the molt celebrated city 
in all Sicily, and firuated in the eaftern part of the ifland, about 
fixty miles north-welt of Malta. 

15 Phe three taverns, &c.] Vhis place was a village upon the Ap- 
pian Way, about thirty miles from Rome, in which were three ta- 
verns, where ftrangers refrefhed themfelyes when they landed in 
Ttaly from AGa. , 

2@ Fer 





Paul preacheth the gofpel 


CHAP. 


AXVIII. 





at Rome for two whole years. 





Anno 
RPONINI 
63. 


18 Who, when they had examined me, would have 
let me go, becaufe there was no caufe of death in me. 

1g But when the Jews fpake againtt it, 1 was con- 
ftrained to appeal unto Cefar; not that 1 had ought to 
accufe my nation of. 

20 For this caufe therefore have I called for you, 
to fee you, and to fpeak with you: becaufe that for the 
hope of Hrael Iam bound with this chain. 

21 And they -faid unto him, We neither received let- 
ters out of Judea concerning thee, neither any of the 
brethren that came fhewed or fpake any harm of thee. 

22 But we defire to hear of thee what thou thinkeft : 
for as concerning this fect, we know that every where 
it is fpoken againit. 

23 Y And when they had appointed him a day, 
there came many to him into dis lodging; to whom he 
expounded anct teflitied the kingdom of God, perfuad- 
ing them concerning Jefus, both out of the law of 
Mofes, and out of the prophets, from morning till 
evening. 

24 And fome believed the things which were fpoken, 
and fome believed not. 

a i a a CT A RR ROR ES te EE TI EY 

20 Fer the hope of Ifvacl, &c.} For preaching the gofpel of 
the Meffiah, who has Jong been the object of Hrael’s expectation 
and defire; who came in the flefh to be their Redeemer, and by 
whom alone they expe falvation, and a joyful refurreétion. 

22 Every avhere it is feeken againft.] We are told, that the en- 
vious Jews fent circular letters to their countrymen in all parts of the 


world, informing them, that there was a wicked and atheiftical fect, 
enemies to the law of Mofes, and raifed by one Jefus, a Galilean 


“impofior: and indeed, as long as there is 2 wicked or profane perfon 


in the world, the holy religion of Jefus will be fpoken again. 








25 And when they agreed not among themielves, 
they departed, after that Paul had fpoken one word, 
Well fpake the Holy Ghoft by Efaias the prophet unto 
our fathers, 

26 Saying, Go unto this people, and fay, Hearing 
ye thall hear, and thall not underftand ; and feeing ye 
fhall fee, and not perceive: 

27 For the heart of this people is waxed grofs, and 
their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
clofed; left they fhould fee with therr eyes, and hear 
with ¢heir ears, and underftand with their heart, and 
fhould be converted, and I fhould heal them. 

28 Beit known therefore unto you, that the falva- 
tion of God is fent unto the Gentiles, and that they 
will hear it. 

29 And when he had faid thefe words, the Jews de- 
parted, and had great reafoning among themlelves. 


Anno 


DOMINE 


63. 


30 GF And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own A.D.655 


hired houfe, and received all that came in unto him, 
gt Preaching the kingdom of God, and teaching 

thofe things which concern the Lord Jefus Chrift, with 

all confidence, no man forbidding him. 

a Psa ervey 


Genrrat REFLlections on Chap. XXVIII. 


In this hiftory we have feen various inftances of Gou’s watchful pro- 
vidence over the apoftles, his peculiar care of the churches, and 
his wonderful prefervation of this his eminent and laborious am- 
baffador, St. Paul, who remained a prifoner two years at Rome, 
where he wrote feveral epiftles, fill extant: that being afterwards 
fet at liberty, he made feverat journies; and that returning to 
Rome about eight years after, he there fuffered martyrdom, being 
beheaded by the command of Nero the Roman emperor. ; 
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The Epiftle of PAUL the Apoftle to the ROMANS. 











THE ARGUMENT. 


This celebrated epifile was addreffed to certain Chriftian converts at Rome, to engage them to believe and a& agreeably 
to their profefjion: the apofile herein fets forth the true nature of juftification in the Sight of God, which could not be 
obtained either by the ceremonial or moral law ; alfo the great privileges of believers under the gofpel ; together with 


a variety of pratiical iuftructions and exhortations, tending to prove, that the faith 


productive of boline/s, and fruitful in good works. 


he inculcated would neceffarily be 


——S 


CHAP. Ff. 

y Paul commendeth his calling to the Romans, 8 and his 
defire to come to them. 16 What his gofpel is. 18 God 
és angry with all manner of fins. 21 What are the 
Gentiles’ firs. 


Anno AUL, a fervant of Jefus Chrift, called fo be an 
DONE RP apoftle, feparatecdl unto the gofpel of God, 
Oe 


2 (Which he hac promifed afore by his pro- 
phets in the holy feriptures,) 

3 Concerning his Son Jefus Chrift our Lord, which 
was made of the feed of David according to the flefhs; 

4 And declared to be the Son of God with power, 
according to the fpiric of holinefs, by the refurreftion 
from the dead: 

5 By whom we have received grace and apoftlefhip, 
for obedience to the faith among all nations, for his 
name: 

6 Among whom are ye alfo the called of Jefus Chritt: 

+ To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called 


fo be faints: Grace to you and peace from God our Fa- | 


ther. and the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
8 Firl, I thank my God through Jefus Chrift for 





a Senn aE 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. 


1 Panl—called ta be an apofile, &c.] Conftituted and appointed 
by Chrift to that holy fun@tion, without any defert or merit of mine. 
B> 4 Concerning bis Son Fefus Ghrift onr Lord, &c.] The apottle 


you all, that your faith is fpoken of throughout the 


Anno 
whole world. DOMING 
9 For God is my witnefs, whom I ferve with my 60. 


fpirit in the gofpel of his Son, that without ceafing I 
make mention of you always in my prayers ; 

10 Making requett, if by any means now at length 
I might have a profperous journey by the will of God 
to come unto you. 

11 For I long to fee you, that I may impart unto 
you fomefpiritual gift, to the end ye may beelftablifhed ; 

12 That is, that I may be comforted together with 
you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

13 Now I would not have you ignorant, brethren, 
that oftentimes I purpofed to come unto you, (but 
was let hitherto,) that I might have fome fruit among 
you alfo, even as among other Gentiles. 

14 1am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the Bar- 
barians; both to the wife, and to the unwife. 

15 So, as much asin me is, I am ready to preach 
the gofpel to you that are at Rome alfo. 

16 For I am not afhamed of the gofpel of Chrift: 
for it is the power of God unto falvation to every one 

: that 





here declares, that Jefus Chri was tho main fubje@t of that gofpel 
which he preached, and defcribes him by his twofold nature, human 
and divine. 

5 Grace, &c.] The 


Pcs manifeftation of God’s compaffion 
towards-finners in the go 


a 27 The 





“The manifold corruption of the Gentiles. RO MANS. 


God's juft and impartial pud 


a 
oO 


ment. 





“Anno that believeth, to the Jew firtt, and alfo to the Greek. 


DOMINI 


60. 


17 For therein is the rightcoufnels of God revealed 
from faith to faith: as itis written, The juft thall live 
by faith. 

18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
againft all ungodlinefsand unrightcoufnefs of men, who 


hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs ; ; 
' 49 Becaufe that which may be known of God is | 


manifelt in them; for God hath fhewed 7¢ unto them. 
20 Fortheinvifible things of him from the creation 


of the world are clearly feen, being underftood by the | 
things that are made, even his eternal power and God- § 


head; fo that they are without excufe : 
21 Becaufe that, when they knew God, they glorified 


dim not as God, neither were thankful; but became | 
vain in their imaginations, and their foolifh heart was | 


darkened. 


22 Profefling themfelves to be wife, they became j{ 


fools, ; 
23 And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God 


into an image made like to corruptible man, and to | 


birds, and fourfooted beafts, and creeping things. 


24 Wherefore God alfo gave them up to uncleannefs 
through the lufts of their own hearts, to difhonour their | 


own bodies between themlelves : 
25 Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 


worthipped and ferved the creature more than the | 


Creator, who is bleffed for ever. Amen. 


26 For this caufe God gave them up unto vile affec- | 
tions ; for even their women did change the natural ufe 


into that which is againft nature: 


27 And likewife alfo the men, leaving the natural § 


ufe of the woman, burned in their luft one toward an- 


other; men with men working that which is unfeemly, | 
and receiving in themfelves that recompence of their } 


error which was meet. 


__ 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in | 
their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate { 


mind, to do thofe things which are not convenient ; 


29 Being filled with all unrighteoufnefs, fornication, | 
wickednefs, covetoufnefs, malicioufnels ; full of envy, § 


murder, debate, deceit, malignity ; wlifperers, 


30 Backbiters, haters of God, defpiteful, proud, 
boafters, inventors of evil things, difobedient to parents, | 


31 Without underftanding, covenant-breakers, with- 
out natural affection, implacable, unmerciful : 


32 Who knowing the judgment of God, that they f 
which commit fuch things are worthy of death, not } 


only do the fame, but have plcafure in them that do 


them. 
CHAP. I. 
1 They that condemn fin in others, and are guilty of ibe 


like themfelves, cannot efcape God’s judgment ; 6 whe- | 


ther Fews or Gentiles. 
HEREFORE thou art inexcufeable, O man, who- 
foever thou art that judgeft: for wherein thou 
judgeft another, thou condemnett thyfelf; forthou that 
judgeit docit the fame things. 
2 But we are fure that the judgment of God is ac- 
cording to truth againft them which commit fuch things. 
And thinkeit thou this, O man, thatjudgelt them 
which do fuch things, and doeft the fame, that thou 
fhalt efcape the judgment of God? 


a RS 

‘17 The righteoufuefs of God revealed Sram Saith two faith, Se.] 
The righteoufnefs whereby we are juftified in the fight cf God, 
groweth and increafeth from one degree to another. 

20 For the invifible things, Xc.] Such of the heathens of old as 
fhut their eyes, and the infidels and atheifts of this day, who will 
not fee the footfteps of Omnipotence ih the works of creation and 
providence, are and will be everlaftingly left without excufe. . 

:%5, &c.] The black catalogue of fins here recited, ferves to thew, 
that the heart of man naturally {warns and abounds with ftrange and 
monftrous Jufts and abominations. 

: Generar Repiererrons on Chap. I. 

From the awful contents of this chapter, we are led to adore the 
infinite wifdom and goudnefs of God, who, when we were without 
help, fent Chrift to die for the ungodly. In what a dreadiul night 
of darknefs is all mankind involved by nature! and what a glo- 
etions day was it, which opened to the view of finners the way to 
mercy, by the fun of rightcoufnefs our glorious Redeemer ! 








4 Or defpifeft thou the riches of his goodnefs and 
forbearance and longfuffering ; not kuowing that the 
goodnefs of God Ieadeth thee to repentance? 

5 But after thy hardnefs and impenitenc heart trea- 
fureft up unto thyfelf wrath againft the day of wrath 
and revelation of the righteous judgement of God ; 

6 Who will render to every man according to his 
deeds: 

7 To them who by patient continuance in well doing 
feck for glory and honour and immortality, eternal lite: 

8 But unto them that are contentious, and do noe 
obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnefs, mdignation 
and wrath, 

9 Tribulation and anguith, upon every foul of man 
that doeth evil, of the Jew firft, and alfo of the Gentile; 

10 But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that 
worketh good, to the Jew firft, and alfo to the Gentile : 

11 For there is no refpect of perfons with God. 

12 For as many as have finned without law fhall alfo 
perith without law : and as many as have finned in the 
law fhall be judged in the law ; 

13 (For not the hearers of the Iaw are juft before 
God, but the doers of the Jaw {hal be juitified. 

14 For when the Gentiles, which have not thelaw, 
do by nature the things containcd in the law, thefe, 
having not the law, are a law unto themfelvcs : 

15 Which fhew the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their cunfcience alfo bearing witnels, and their 
thoughts the mcan while accufing or elfe excufing one 
another 3) 

16 In the day when God fhall judge the fecrets of 
men by Jefus Chrift according to my gofpel. 

17 Behold, thou art called a Jew, and relfteft in the 
law, and makcft thy boaft of God, 

18 And knoweft 47s will, and approvelt the things 
that are morcexcelient, being inftructed out of the law; 

19 And art confident that thou thyfelf art a guide 
of the blind, a light of them which are in darknefs, 

20 An inftructor of the foolifh, a teacher of babes, 
which haft the form of knowledge and of the truth in 
the law. 

21 Thou therefore which teache% another, teacheft 
thou not thyfelf? thou that preacheft a man fhould not 
fteal, doft thou fteal ? : 

22 Thou that fayeit 2 man fhould not commit adul- 
tery, doft thou commit adultery ? thou that abhorreit 
idols, doft thou commit facrilege ? 

23 Thou that makeit thy boatt of the law, through 
breaking the law difhonoureft thou God ? 

24 For the name of God is blafphemed among the 
Gentiles through you, as it is written. 

25 For circumcifion verily profiteth, if thou keep 
the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy cir- 
cumcifion is made uncircumcifion. 

26 Therefore if the uncircumcifion keep the righ- 
teoufnefs of the law, fhall not his uncircumcifion be 
counted for circumcifion? 

27 And fhall not uncircumcifion which is by nature, 
if it full the law, judge thee, who by the letter and 
circumcifion doft tranigrefs the law? 

28 For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ; 
neither zs ¢hat circumcifion, which is outward in the 
fleth : 

29 But 


nn re etn ena try NA 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP.IL 


1 Therefore thou art inexenfeable, O man, &¢.]_ Thofe perfons, 
who commit the fins which they cenfure in others, are totally inex- 
cufeable, and pronounce fentence againft thensfeives. 

10 Ta the Ferv fir, &c.]  Becaufe the light and mercy which the 
Jews abufed and finned againft, was far greater than that bedowed 
upon the Geatiles. 

12 Without law, &c.] Without the wricten Mofaic law. 

16 decording te my gifeel.} As certainly as T have foretold you 
of it in the dottrine which Ihave preuched, fo certainty fhall all ren, 
aud the fecrets of all men’s hearts, be judged by J-fus Chrift. 

2p edud Shull not uncircumerfion, &e.| ‘ihe light of the gofpel, 
which Chrittans fin under, and rebel againit, wilk increaf: ther? 
condemnation at the great day above that ef the heathens, who had 
only the light of nature or confcience to direst then. 

4 






| 


Gingrae 


Anno 
DOMINI 
wle 


Anno 
poMINI 


29 But he isa Jew, which is one inwardly ; and cir- 
cumcifion is that of the heart, in the fpirit, avd not in 
the letter ; whofe praife zs not of men, but of God. 

CHAP. Il. 

1 The Few"s prerogative: 9 yet the law convinceth them 
alfo of fin; 20 none juftified by the law; 21 but all 
by faith. : 

’ TaAT advantage then hath the Jew? or what 

profit zs there of circumcifion? 

2 Much every way: chiefly, becaufe that unto them 
‘were committed the oracles of God. 

3 For what if fome did not believe? fhall their un- 
belief make the faith of God without effe& ? 

4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man 
a liar; as it is written, That thou mighteft be jufti- 
fied in thy fayings, and mighteft overcome when thou 
art judged. 

5 But if our unrighteoufnefs commend the righteoutf- 
nefs of God, what fhall we fay? Js God unrighteous 
who taketh vengeance ? (I fpcak as 2 man) 

6 God forbid: for then how fhall God judge the 
world ? 

7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded 
through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I alfo 
judged as a finner? 

8 And not rather, (as we be flanderoufly reported, 
andasfomeafiirm that we fay,) Let us do evil, that good 
may come? whofe damnation is juft. 

g What then? are we better than they? No, in no 
wife: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, 
that they are all under fin; 

10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not 
one: 

11 There is none that underftandeth, there is none 
that feeketh after God. 

12 They are all gone out of the way, they are to- 
gether become unprofitable: there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one. 

13 Their throat zs an open fepulchre; with their 
tongues they have nfed deceit ; the poifon of afps zs 
under their lips: 

14 Whofe mouth is full of curfing and bitternefs : 

15 Their feet are fwift to fhed blood : 

16 Deftruction and mifery are in their ways: 

17 And the way of peace have they not known: 

18 There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

19 Now we know that what things foever the law 
faith, it faith to them who are under the law: that every 
mouth may be flopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God. 

20 Therefore by the deeds of the law there fhall no 
fiefh be juftified in his fight: for by the law és the 
knowledge of fin. 

21 But now the righteoufnefs of God without the 
law is manifefted, being witnefled by the law and the 
prophets ; 

22 Even the righteoufnefs of God which is by faith 
of Jefus Chrift unto all and upon all them that be- 
lieve: for there is no difference: 





Genernat Rerrec trons on Chap. It, 

‘We may from hence learn, that they are not Chriftians, who are 
only fo outwardly ; and that none are deemed worthy of that cha- 
raéter, but fuch as are fo inwardly and in the heart, and who 
are praifed and approved, not by men, but by the Lord himfelf. 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP, Ill. 

3 Make the faith of God without fe&.] This implies, that if 
our profefiion be fincere, God is faithful to us, in the midi of our 
unfaithfulnefs to him. 

7 Of the truth a Ged, fc] 
the mean time, if my lie coaduces to the glory of God, by making 
the grandeur of his truth fhine forth into fuperior advantage, &c. 

10, &c. There is none righteous, &c.} Jew and Gentile are alike 
under the guilt of original and a¢tual tranfgreflion, from tke tefti- 
mony of David, P/adém xiv. where the ftate of corrupt nature is de- 
feribed, and the depraved condition of all mankind declared, till 
they are either reftrained or renewed by the grace of God. 

20 Ly the law is the knowledge of fin, -&c.] As our numberlefs 
fins denominate us tranfgreffors of God's holy law; and as all that 
we do, or can do, is a debt due to the law; therefore the law which 
we have broken cannot juftify us, 

No. 68. 


The clear and genuine fenfe is, In * 


2 3 For all have finned, and come fhort of the glory 
of God; Dp 

24 Being juftified freely by his grace through the 
veaeinpriom that is in Chrift Jefus - é . 

25 Whom God hath fet forth fo ée a propitiation 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteoufnefs 
for the remiffion of fins that are paft, through the for- 
bearance of God ; 

26 To declare, J fay, at this time his righteoufnefs : 
that he might be juft, and the juftifier of him which 
believeth in Jefus, 

27 Where is boafting then? It is excluded. By 
what law? of works? Nay: but by the Jaw of faith. 

28 Therefore we conclude that a man is juftified by 
faith without the deeds of the law. . 

29 Is he the God of the Jews only? is be not alfo 
of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles alfo: 

go Seeing it is one God, which fhall juftify the cir- 
cumcifion by faith, and uncircumcifion through faith. 

3 Po we then make void the law through faith? 
God forbid : yea, we eftablith the law. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 Abraham's faith imputed for righteoufnefs : 13 by it he 
and his feed received the promife : 16 he is the father 
of all that believe. 

W HA T fhall we then fay that Abraham, our 

father as pertaining to the Meth, hath found ? 

2 For if Abraham were juftified by works, he hath 
whereof to glory ; but not before Gad. 

3 For what faith the fcripture ? Abraham believed 
God, and it was counted nato him for righteoufnefs. 

4Nowtohim that worketh isthe reward not reckoned 

of grace, but of debt. = s 
5 But to him that worketh not, but believeth on 

him that juftifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for! 

righteouinefs. 

6 Even as David alfo defcribeth the bleffednefs of the® 
man, unto whom God imputeth righteoufnefs without 
works, é 

7 Saying, Blefled are they whofe iniquities are for-, 

iven, and whofe fins are covered. 

8 Bleffed is the man to whom the Lord will not. 
impute fin. 

g Cometh this bleffednefs then upon the circumcifion 
only, or upon the uncircumcifion alfo? for we fay that 
faith was reckoned to Abraham for righteoufnels. 

1o How was it then reckoned ? when he was in cir 
cumcifion, orin uncircumcifion ? Not in circumcifion, 
but in uncircumcifion. 

11 And he received the fign of circumcifion, a feal 
of the righteoufnefs of the faith which de bad yet being 
uncircumcifed: that he might be the father of all them 
that believe, though they be not circumcifed ; that 
righteoufnels might be imputed unto them alfo: 

12 And the father of circumcifion to them who are 
not of the circumcifion only, but who alfo walk in the 
fteps of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had 
being yet uncircumcifed. 

13 For the promife, that he fhould be. the heir oe 

the 





28 A man is juftified by faith without the deeds of the law.) As 
if he had faid, God’s way of juftification of a guilty finner is not by 
works done by him, but by faith in the Mediator and Redeemer, who 
hath fatisfied the juftice of God for him. 

Generar Rerrectrions on Chap. III. 

It may be proper to obferve here, that the dottrine of juftification by 
faith is fo far from difpenfing with the duties of holinefs; that it 
excites men more powerfully to the practice of them (for true faith 
worketh by love to God and man) as the apoftle fhewa in the fol: 
lowing chapters. 

COMMENTARY anon NOTES on CHAP. IV. 

5 To him that werketh not, &c.] That worketh not with a defign 
to ftand righteous before God by his works; and though Chrift juf- 
tifies thofe. whom he finds ungodly, yet not fuch as remain fo; and 
that the reality of our juftification may appear, we muft bring cre- 
dentials of it from our fanttification. 

11 Seal of the righteoufne/s of the faith, &c.] A fign and tokew 
of God's covenant with refpect to Abraham and the Jews; alfo a 
difcriminating fign of the true church and people of God from all 
the‘reft of the world; and a prefigurative fign of baptifin. ~ 
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to God by the death of his Son, much more, being re- Arno 
conciled, we fhall be faved by his life. POMENE 


The advantages and extent of juflification by faith. 








sone ; the world, wasnot to Abraham, or tohis feed, through 


60, the law, but through the righteoufnefs of faith. = 


14 For if they which are of the law e heirs, faith is 
made void, and the promife made of none effect : 

1s Becaufe the law worketh wrath: for where no 
law is, there is no tranfgreflion. 

16 Therefore it is of faith, that zt might be by grace; 
to the end the promife might be fure to all the feed ; 
not to that only which is of the law, but to that alfo 
which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father 
of us all, 

17 (As itis written, I have made thee a father of 
many nations,) before him whom he believed, even God, 
who quickeneth the dead, and calleth thofe things 
which be not as though they were. 

18 Who againf{ hope believed in hope, that he 
might become the father of many nations, according to 
that which was fpoken, So fhall thy feed be. 

19 And being not weak in faith, he confidered not 
his own body now dead, when he was about an hun- 
dred years old, neither yet the deadnefsofSarah’s womb: 

20 He ftaggered not at the promife of God through 
unbelief; but was ftrong in faith, giving glory to God; 

21 And being fully perfuaded that, what he had pro- 
mifed, he was able alfo to perform. 

22 And therefore it was imputed to him for righ- 
teoufnels. 

23 Now it was not written for his fake alone, that it 
was imputed to him ; 

24 But for us alfo, to whom it fhall be imputed, if 
we believe on him that raifed up Jefus our Lord from 
the dead; : 

25 Who was’ delivered for our offences, and was 

,raifed again for our juftification, 
: : HAP. V. 
ax Being juftified by faith, we have peace with God. 12 As 
Jin and death came by Adam, 17 Jo much more righteou- 
| nefs and life by Fefus Chrift. 
HEREFORE being juftified by faith, we have 
: peace with God through our Lord Jefus Chrift: 

2 By whom alfo we have accefs by faith into this 
grace wherein we ftand, and rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God. . 

3 And not only /, but we glory in tribulations alfo: 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience 5 

4 And patience, experience ; and experience, hope: 

5 And hope maketh not afhamed ; becaufe the love 
of God is fhed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoft 
which is given unto us. 

6 For when we were yet without ftrength, in due 
time Chrifl died for the ungodly. 

47 For fearcely for a righteous man will one die: 
yet peradventure for a good man fome would even dare 
to die. : 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet finners, Chrift died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now juttified by his blood, 
we fhall be faved from wrath through him. 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled 


a 
25 Was delivercd for ‘our offences, and was raifed, &c.] As 
Chrift, by dying in our ftead, bore the curfe of the law; fo, by his 
rifing again, we (if believers) receive our acquittal from the hand 
of the Judge. His death was our payment; his refurre€tion our 
difcharge. 

GenerAt ReFrecrrons on Chap. IV. 

Ic is impoffible to be juttified, and obtain falvation, if our faith in 
God and his promifes be not firm and aétive, and does not induce 
us, to expect every ‘thing from him, to hope fledfaftly for what he 
has promifed us, and obey him even in the moft difficult matters, 
as did this holy patriarch. May Gad give us grace alfo todo 
the like. : 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. V. 

5 Because the love of Ged is faced abroad, &c.| The Holy Spirit 
doth, in time of tribulation, teftify the love of God in Chrift to the 
believer, which caufes them to glory in tribulation; which, being 
fan@iified, is attended with many biefied effects. 

6 When we were yet without firength, &c.] When in a ftate of 
impenitency and unbelief, and incapable of delivering ourfelves from 
the depths of guilt and mifery, Chrift died for us. 

a2 Whe-efore, as by ote man fin entered, &c.] The knowledge of 
the ductri.c of original fin, here inculcated, is of the utmof im- 


11 And not only f, but we alfo joy in God through 
our Lord Jefus Chiift, by whom we have now received 
the atonement. 

12 Wherefore, as by one man fin entered into the 
world, and death by fin; and fo death pailed upon all 
men, for that all have finned : 

13 (For until the law fin was in the world: but fin 
is not imputed when there is no Jaw. 

14 Neverthelefs death reigned from Adam to Mofes, 
even over them that had not finned after the fimilitude 
of Adam’s tranfgreflion, who is the figure of him that 
was to come, 

15 But not asthe offence, fo alfo 7s the free gift. 
For if through the offence of one many be dead, much 
more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, whichis 
by oneman, Jefus Chrift, hath abounded unto many. 

16 And not as 7 ces by one that finned, fo is the 
gift: for the Judgment was by one to condemnation, 
but the free gift is of many offences unto jultification. 

17 For it by one man’s offence death reigned by 
one; much more they which recciveabundance of grace 
and of the gift of rightcouinels {hail reign in lite by one, 
Jefus Chrift.) 

18 Therefore, as by the offence of one judgment came 
upon all men to condemnation ; even fo by the righ- 
teoufnefs of one the free gift came upon all men unto 
juftification of life. os 

19 For as by one man’s difobedience many were 
made finners, fo by the obedience of one fhall many be 
made rightcous. 

20 Moreover the law entered, that the offence might 
abound. But where fin abounded, grace did much 
more abound : . 

21 Vhatas fin hath reigned unto death, even fo might 
grace reign through rightcoufnels unto ete:nal life by 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

CHAP. VI. 
1 He may not live in fin; 2 for we are dead unto it, 3 as 
appeareth by our baptifin, 23 and for death that is the 
_ wages of fil. 
HAT fhall we fay then P Shall we continue in 
fin, that grace may abound ? 

2 God forbid. How fhall we, that are dead to fin, 
live any longer therein ? 

3 Know ye not, that fo many of us as were baptized 
into Jefus Chrilt were baptized into his death? 

4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptifm into 
death: that like as Chrift was raifed up from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, even fo we alfo fhould walk 
in newnels of life. 

5 For if we have beer: plante:] together in the like 
nefs of his death, we fhail be allo iz the likenefr of his 
refurrection: — ese te 

6 Knowing this, that cur olcl man is crucified with 
him, thatthe body of fin might bedeftroyed, that hence- 
forth we fhould not ferve iin. 

7 For 





portance : the fin of Adam is derived to us by way of inhefion: we 

have received from him a depravity of mature, an evil difpofition, a 

propenfity to all mifchief, an averfion to all good; in fhort, an ci- 

mity to God. 

20 Where fin abounded, grace did much more abeund.} As the ex- 
ceeding finfulnefs of fin is manifefted by the law, fo the fuper- 
abounding grace and pardoning mercy of God in Chrift is rendered 
glorioufly confpicuous in and by the gofpel. 

GeneRAL ReFLtectTioNs on Chap. ¥Y. 

The power and wifdom of God are difplayed in the works of creation 
and providence; but the glorious attribute of love never fhines 
with fuch diftinguifhed luftre as in the work of man’s redemption, 
by which * the offended dies, to fer the offender free.’” 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES ox CHAP. VI. 

1 Shall we continue in fin? &e.) Did the blefed Jefus thed his 
blood to expiate our guilt, and fhall we imake that a plea for in- 
creafing it? God forbid. 

4. By the glory of the Father, &c.] By the glorious power of the 
Father. 

6 Our old man, &c.] - Our carrept and depraved natiire, becaufe 
it is as old as Adam, and born in us. 
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7 For he that is dead is freed from fin. 

8 Now if we be dead with Chrift, we believe that we 
fhali alfo live with him : 

9 Knowing that Chrift being raifed from the dead 
dieth no more; death hathno moredominion over him. 

1o ¥or in that he died, he died unto fin once: but 
in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. ; 

11 Likewife reckon ye alfo yourfelves to be dead in- 
deed unto fin, but alive unto God through Jefus Chrift 
our J.ord. 

12 Let not fin therefore reign in your mortal body, 
that ye fhould obey it in the lufts thereof. 

13 Neither yield ye your members as inftruments of 
unrighteoufnels unto fin: butyield yourfelves untoGod, 
as thoferhatare alive from the dead, and your members 
es inftruments of righteoufnefs unto God. 

14 Vor fin {hall not have dominion over you: for ye 
ale not under the law, but under grace, 

1g What then? fhall we fin, becaufe we are not 
under the law, but under grace ? God forbid. 

16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourfelves 
fervants to obey, his fervants ye are to whom ye obey; 
whether of fin unto death, or of obedience unto righte- 
oufnefs ? 3 

17 But God be thanked, that ye were the fervants 
of fin, but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine which was delivered you. 

18 Being then made free from fin, ye became the fer- 
vants of righteoufnefs. 

19 I fpeak after the manner of men becaufe of the 
infirmity of your flefh: for as ye have yielded your 
members fervants to uncleannefs and to iniquity unto 
iniquity: even fo now yield your members fervants to 
rightcoufnefs unto holinefs. 

20 For when ye were the fervants of fin, ye were 
free from righteoufnels. 

a1 What frnit hac ye then in thofe things whereof 
ye are now afhamed? tor the end of thofe things zs 
death. ; 

22 But now being made free from fin, and become 
fervants to God, ye have your fruit unto holinefs, and 
the endl everlafting life. 

23 For the wages of fin is death; but the gift of 
God is cternal life through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

CHAP. VII. 
1 No law having power over a perfon longer than he lv- 
eth; 4 but we are dead to the law: 7 yet is not the law 
Jin, 12 but boly, jufe and good, 

NOW ye not, brethren, (for I fpeak to them 
| that know the law,) how that the law hath domi- 
nion over a man as long as he liveth ? 

2 Forthe woman which hath an hufband is bound 
by the law to der hufband fo long as he liveth ; but if 
the hufband be dead, fhe is loofed from the law of her 
hufband. 

3 So then if, while ber hufband liveth, fhe be mar- 
ried to another man, fhe fhall be called an adulterefs: 
but if her Lufband be dead, the is free from that law; 


‘ 3 

9 He that is dead is freed from fin. | He that is fpiritually dead in 
conformity to the death of Chrift, is freed both from the guilt and 
dominion of fin. 

14. Ve are not under the laav, but under grace.) Ye are not under 
the Jaw asa covenant of life; Lut are under it as an eternal rule of 
living, in all holinefs and obedience. 

17 God be thanked that ye averc, &c.] Thefe words thould be read 
thus: God he thanked, that though before converfion ye were the 
fervants of fin; yet fince that change has taken places; ye have 
obeyed, S&ec. F 3 

23 The wages of fin is death, &e.] Eternal death and mifery will 
be the punifhmenct of fia and finners, and eternal life and happinefs 
the reward of hoiv and righteous men. 

Gernervt Rue.eecrrons on Chap. VI. 

As the gofpel furnifhes us with promifes, and thereby. gives affurance 
of fuccefs, Jet us therefore lock up to God for his grace, that from 
all thefe encouragements we may bid a confident defiance unto, 
and make a courageous tefiitance againtt fin, fo that at length its 
dominion over us may be finally and fully deitroyed. 

COMMENTARY exp NOTES on CHAP. VIF. 

gE ben ave une in the fifo, Se.] When we lived under the dif- 

penfution of the law, and were married to it, we brought forth fruit 
3 


CHAP. VI. 


fo that fhe is no adulterefs, though fhe be married to 


another man. : : 

4 Wherefore, my brethren, ye alfo are become dead 
to the law by the body of Chrift; that ye flould be 
married to another,.evex to him who is raifed from the 
dead, that we fhould bring forth fruit unto God. 

5 For when we were in the flefh, the motions of fins, 
which were by the law, did work in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death. : 

6 But now we are delivered from the law, that being 
dead wherein we werc held; that we fhould ferve in 
newnefs of {pirit, -and not.iz the oldnefs of the letter. 

7 What fhall we fay then? Js the law fin ? God for- 
bid. Nay, I had not known fin, but by. the law: . for 
I had not known luft, except the law had faid, Thou 
fhalt not covet. : a: 

8 But fin, taking occafion by the commandment, 
wrought in me all manner of concupifcence, For with- 
out the law fin was dead. . , 

g For 1 was alive without the law once: but when 
the commandment came, fin revived, and I died. 

10 And the commandment, which wes erdzined to 
life, I found fo Se unto death. d 

11 For fin, taking occafion by the 
deceived me, and by it flew me. 

12 Wherefore the law is holy, and the command- 
ment holy, and juft, and good. : : : 

13 Was then that which is good made death unto 
me? God forbid. But fin, that it might appear fin, 
working death in me by that which is good ; that fin; 
by the commandment might become exceeding finful. 

14 For we know that the law is {piritual: but lam 
carnal, fold under fin. ! ' 

15 Tor that which Ido I allow not: for what I 
would, that 1 donot; bunt what I hate, that do I. 

16 If then J do that which I would not; I confent 
unto the law that i zs good: 

17 Now then itis no more I that doit, but fin that 
dwellethinme.=  . : 

18 For I know that in me (that is, in my fiefh,) 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is prefent with me; 
but sow to perform that which is good I find not. i 

19 For the good that I would I donot: but the 
evil which I would not, that, I do. = , 

36 Nowif Ido that I would not, it is no more I that 
do it, but fin that dwellethinme. ... . . ; 

21 I find then alaw, that, when I would do good; 
evil is prefent with me. : ‘ 

22 For I delight in the Jaw of God after the inward 
man: . a ee 

23 But I fee another law in my members,: warring 
againft the law of my mind, and bringing me into cap. 
tivity to the law of fin which is in my members. 

24 O wretched man that I am! who fhall deliver me 
from the body of this death? ‘ 

25 I thank God through Jefus Chrift our Liord..So 
then with the mind 1 myfclf ferve the law of God; but 
with the flefh the law of fin. 


commandment, 


‘CHAP, 


1 wg 
ay 





fuitable to that ftate; being fubjeét to eternal death, for tranfgreffing 
the divine law. : 4 

7 Is the law fin? God forbid, &c.] The apoitle here ftops the ob- 
jection fome would be ready to make againft the holinefs of the law, 
by obferying, that it was no exciter to, or caufe of fin, but con- 
demns it, and makes it manifeft in the confcience of a finner. 

22 I delight ix the law of Ged, &c.] The powers and faculties cf 
my foul being renewed by grace, I take pleafure in the knowledge of 
the law, in meditating upon it, and in praétifing every good duty 
contained in it, and enjoined by it. 

24 O awuretched man that Iam, &c.] How do the remains of un- 
fubdued fin and unmerited corruption affect and afli&t me! ** Who 
will deliver me?”——The apoftie, in the next verfe, pcints to the de- 
liverer, Jefus Chrift. 


Generau Reruserions on Chap. Vi. 


The apoftle’s dottrine amounts to this: that-the gofpel does not allow 
to live in fin; that the law had not the fame efficaey as_the gof- 
el to deliver men from their corruption, and to fanétify them’; 
confequently the doétrine of juftification by faith, very far from 
indulging men in the liberty of finning, tends to render them 

holy, and to free them from the flavery of their paffions, 
COMMENTARY 
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7 CHAP. VII. 

i Who are free from condemnation. 5, 13 What harm 
cometh of the flefh, 6,14 and what good of the fpirit, 
17 and what of being God’s child, 

THERE is therefore no condemnation to them 

which are in Chrift Jefus, who walk not after the 
flefh, but after the Spirit. 

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Chrift Jefus hath 
made me free from the law of fin and death. 

3 For what the law could not do, in that it was weak 
through the fleth, God fending his own Son in the like- 
nefs of finful flefh, and for fin, condemned fin in the 
flefh : 

4 That the righteoufnefs of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, who walk not after the flefh, but after the 
Spirit. 

Ye For they that are after the flefh do mind the things 
of the fiefh: but they that are after the Spirit the things 
of the Spiric. 

6 Fortobe carnally minded zs death; but to be {pi- 
ritually minded Zs life and peace. 

7 Becanfe the carnal mind is enmity againft{ God: 
for it is not fubject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. 

8 So then they that are in the flefh cannot pleafe God. 

g But ye are not in the fleth, but in the Spirit, if fo 
be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any 
man have not the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his. 

10 And if Chrift de in you, the body zs dead becaufe 
of fin; but the Spirit zs life becaufe of righteoufnefs. 

11 Bucif the Spirit of him that raifed up Jefus from 
the dead dwellin you, he that raifed up Chrift from the 
dead fhali alfo quicken your mortal bodies by his Spi- 
rit that dwelleth in you. 

12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the 
flefh, to live after the fleth. 

13 For if ye live after the flefh, ye fhall die: but if 
ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds ot the body, 
ye fhall live. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the fons of God. 

15 For ye have not received the fpirit of bondage 

in to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adop- 
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 

16 The Spirit itfelf beareth witnefs with our fpirit, 
that we are the children of God: 

17 And if chijdren, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint heirs with Chrift; if fo be that we fuffer with sim, 
that we may be alfo glorified together. 

.s ¥8 For I reckon that the fufferings of this prefent 
time are not worthy éo be compared with the glory which 
dhali be revealed in us. 

19 For the earneft expectation of the creature wait- 
eth for the manifeftation of the fons of God. 

20 For the creature was made fubject to vanity, not 
willingly, but by reafon of him who hath fubjected the 
Jame in hope, 

2k Becaufe the creature itfelf alfo fhall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glorious li- 
berty of the children of God. 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP, VIIL 


§ They that are after the fifo, 8c.) Carnal and corrupt minds are 
wholly concerned about their temporal, and regardlefs of their eter- 
nal affairs: while the end of the worldly-minded is death ; but that 
of the Chriftian, joy, peace, and eternal life. 

9 If any man have not the fpirit of Chrift, &c.] ‘They who do not 
at times, experience the quickening, comforting, and fan@ifying in- 
fluence of the Spirit of Chrift, have no fpecial intereft in him, and 
can expeét no prefent confolation or future happinefs from him. 

19 The carn? expedtation of the creature, &c.] The meaning is 
shat there is 2 vehement inclination in the creature (every pious foul) 
to be reftored to that condition in which man was ‘originally cre- 
ated—to liberty and purity, from fervility and corruption. ; 

29, 90 Whom be did forcknow, &c.| In thefe verfes, we havea 
chain of the caufes of falvation, infeparably linked together all 

rounded on God’s foreknowledge of us from all eternity, and his 

‘ore-ordaining us to eternal life: that being made like our Lord in 

affe€tion and difpofition, in the temper of our minds, and the aétions 

@f our lives, like him in patiently {uffering for sightcoufnefs fake, 
4 


22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now. 

23 And notonly féey, but ourfelves alfo, which have 
the firftfruits of the Spirit, even we ourfelves groan 
within ourfelves, waiting for the adoption, ¢o wt, the 
redemption of our body. 

24 For we are faved by hope: but hope that is feen 
: not hope: for what a man feeth, why doth he yet hope 
for? 

25 But if we hope for that we fee not, then do we 
with patience wait for ##. 

26 Likewife the Spirit alfo helpeth our infirmities : 
for we know not what we fhould pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itfelf maketh interceffion for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. 

27 And he that fearcheth the hearts knoweth what 
is the mind of the Spirit,:!becaufe he maketh interceffion 
for the faints according to the will of God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpofe. ; 

29 For whom he did foreknow, he alfo did predef- 
tinate to Ze conformed to the image of his Son, that he 
might be the firftborn among many brethren. 

o Moreover whom he did predeftinate, them he 
alfo called: and whom he called, them he alfe juttified 
and whom he juftified, them he alfo glorified. 

31 What fhall we then fay to thefe things? If. God 
be for us, who can be apainit us? pei bs 

g2 He that fpared not his own Son, but delivered 
him up for us all, how fhall he not with him aifo freely 
give us all things? a 

33. Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s 
elect ? it is God that juttifieth. 

34 Who is he that condemneth? 7¢ is Chrift that 
died, yea, rather, that is rifen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who alfo maketh interceffion for us. 

35 Who fhall feparate us from the love of Chrift? 
Jeall tribulation, or diftrefs, or perfecution, or famine, 
or nakednefs, or peril, or fword ? 

36 As it is written, For thy fake are we killed all 
the day long; we are accounted as fheep for the 
flanghter. 

37 Nay, in all thefe things we are more than con- 
guerors through him that loved us. 

38 For I am perfuaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things 
prefent, nor things to come, 

39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
thal] be able to feparate us from the love of God, which 
is in Chrift Jefus our Lord. 

CHAP. IX. 

1 Paul is forry for the ews: 7 All the feed of Abraham 

were not the children of the promife.. 21 The potter 
may do with his clay what he lift. 

Say the truth in Chrift, I lienot, my confcience alfo 

bearing me witnefs in the Holy Ghoft, 

2 That I have great heavinefs and continual forrow 
in my heart. 

3 For I could with that myfelf were accurfed from 

Chrift 





we may be like him in his glory: fo that fuffering with him, we 

may be glorified together. an 

32 He that fpared not his own Son, &c.) Fanmnetine that the 
gteateft mercies and beit of bleflings, temporal, {piritual and eter- 
nat, fhall mor be with-held from’us, if Chrift be ours: if God be- 
ftows upon us his beft gift, his darling Son, furcly lefs valuable 
mercies will not be denied us. 

Generau ReFvections on Chap. VIII. 

This chapter abounds with comfort for the true children of God, 
and is very proper to fupport them in their afflictions, to fill thena 
with joy, hope and confidence, and to confirm them more and 
more in the love of God and holinefs, and the hatred of fin. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. 

3 LT could even wife that myfelf were accurfed, &c.) "Thefe words 
are not to be underltood as if St. Paul could. with himfelf excluded 
from the divine favour, which he knew the infinite value of to part 
with on any confideration :—but only, in order to exprefs the vehe- 
mence of his affeGtion for the Jews, he would be willing to devote 
himfelf to any temporal punifhment for their falvation, if it could 
peffibly be obtained by that means, . 
5 God 


The ground of our Chriftcan hope. 


Anno 
DOMINE 
EQ. 





God hath mercy on whom he will. 


CHAP. X. 


"The calling of the Gentiles. 





Anno Chrift for my brethren, my kinfmen according to the 


i-Ovin! 
60. 


fleth : 

4. Who are Ifraclites; to whom pertaineth the adop- 
tion, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving 
of the law, and the fervice of God, and the promifes ; 

5 Whofe are the fathers, and of whom as concern- 
ing the fieth Chrift came, who is over all, God bleffed 
for cver. Amen. 

6 Not as though the word of God hath taken none 
effect. For they are not all Ifracl, which are of Ifrael: 

7 Neither, becaufe they are the fecd of Abraham, 
a ee all children: but, In Ifaac fhall thy feed be 
called. 

8 That is, They which are the children of the flefh, 
thefe are not the children of God: but the children of. 
the promife are counted for the feed. 

9 For this is the word of promife, At this time 
will I come, and Sarah fhall have a fon. 

10 And not only this; but when Rebecca alfo had 
conceived by one, even by our father-Ifaac ; 

ii (For the children being not yet born, neither hav- 
ing done any good or evil, that the purpofe of God ac- 
cording to clection might ftand, not of works, but of 
him that calleth.;) 

12 It was faid unto her, The elder fhall ferve the 
younger. 

13 As it is written, Jacob have I loved, but Efau 
have I hated. é 

@ That fhall we fay then? Js there unrighteoufnefs 
SS God forbid. 

15 Forhe faith to Mofes, I will have mercy on whom 
Twill have merc, and I will have compaffien on whom 
I will have compaffion. 

16 Sothen it is not of him that willeth, nor of him 
that runneth, but of God that fheweth mercy. 

17 For the fcripture faith unto Pharaoh, Even for 
this fame purpofe have I raifed thee up, that I might 
fhew my. power in thee, and that my name might be 
declared throughout all the earth. 

18 Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have 
mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 

‘19 Thou wilt fay then unto me, Why doth he yet 
find faule? For who hath refifted his will? 

20 Nay but, O man, who art thou that replieft 
againft God? Shall the thing formed fay to him that 
formed it, Why haft thou made me thus? 

21 Hatch not the potter power over the clay, of the 
fame lump to make one veffel unto honour, and ano- 
ther unto difhonour ? 

22 What if God, willing to fhew is wrath, and 
to make his power known, endured with much long 
fuffering the veffels of wrath fitted to deftruction : 


23 And that he might make known the riches of 
his glory on the veffels of mercy, which he had afore . 


prepared unto glory. 


24 Even us, whom he hath called, not of the Jews f 


only, but alfo of the Gentiles ? 

2s As he faith alfo in Ofee, I will call them my peo- 
ple, which were not my people; and her beloved which 
was not beloved. 

26 And it fhall come to pafs, shat in the place where 
it was faid unto them, Ye are not my people; there 
fhall they be called the children of the living God. 


27 Efaias alfo cried concerning Ifrael, Though the 


rr 
5 God bleffid for ever.] This affords a clear proof.of the divinity 
of Chritt; and is enough to put every blafphemous Arian to the 
bluth, ‘ 
is Jsvill have mercy, &c.} 
God will call the idolatrous Gentiles, and receive them to be his 
people, who can accafe him of any injuftice on that account ? Shall 


not almighty God difpenfe his favours where and upon whom he J 


pleafes? 


27 The number of the children of Ifracl, &c.] Though -the Jews, : 


xecordimg to the flefh, were as the fand of the fea, yet the greatelt 


pert of them would be paffed by for their unbelief, and a remnant § 


ouly faved. 
Generar Rerveetions on Chap. IX. 
This doétrine obliges us to praife the mercy of the Lord, who -has 
vpuchfated to cail us to his covenant; us, -who wore originally Gen- 
No. 68, : 





If, upon the infidelity of. the Jews, | ; 


“number of the children of Ifrael be as.the fand.of the 


fea, a remnant fhall be faved: 

28 For he will finifh the work. and cut if fhort in 
righteoufnefs: becaufe a,fhort work will the Lord make 
upon the earth. 

29 And as Efaias faid before, except the Lord of 
Sabbaoth had left us a. feed, we had been as Sodoma, 
and been made like unto Gomorrha. 

30 What fhall we fay then? That, the Gentiles, 
which followed not after righteoufnefs, have attained to 
righteoufnefs, even the righteoufnefs, which is of faith. 

31 But Ifrael, which followed after the law of righ- 
teoufnefs, hath not attained to the law of righteoufnefs. 

32 Wherefore? Becanfe they fought it not by faith, 
but as it were by the works of the law. For they ftum- 
bled at that ftumblingftone; 

33 As itis written, Behold, I lay in Sion a ftumb- 
lingftone and rock of offence: and whofoever believeth 
on him fhall not be afhamed. 


CHAP, X. 


5 The difference of the righteoufne/s of the law, and that 
of faith. 11 No believer feall be confounded, whether 
ew or Geutile. 


Be my heart’s defire and prayer to God 
for Ifrael is, that they might be faved. 

2 For I bear them record that they have a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge. 

3 For they being ignorant of God's righteoufnefs, 
and going about to eftablifh their own righteoufnefs, 
have not fubmitted themfelves unto the righteoufnefs 
of God. . 

4 For Chrift is the end of the law for rightcoufnefs 
to every one that believeth. _ are 

5 For Mofes defcribeth the rightcoufnefs which is of 
the law, That the man which doeth thofe things fhall 
live by them. 

6. But the righteoufnefs which is of faith fpeakcth on 
this wife, Say not in thine heart, Who fhall afcend into 
heaven? (that is to, bring Chrift down from beapen:) 

4 Or, Who fhall defcend into the deep? (that is, to 
bring up Chrift again from the dead. ) . 

8 But what fgith it?, The word is nigh thee, evex in 
thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the word of faith, 
which we preach ; . : 

g, That if thou fhalt confefs with thy mouth the 
Lord Jefus, and fhalt believe in thine heart thar God 
hath raifed him from the dead, thou fhalt be faved. 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto .righte- 
oufnefs ; and with the mouth confeffion is made unto 
falvation. 

11 For the fcripture faith, Whofoever believeth on 
him fhall not be afhamed. : 

12 For there is no difference between the Jew and 
the Greek: for the fame Lord over all is rich unto al] 
that call upon him. : . 

13 For whofoever fhall call upon the name of the 
Lord fhall be faved. : . 

14 How then fhall they call on him in whom they 
have not believed? and how {hall they believe in him 
of whom they have not heard? and how fhall they hear 
without a preacher ? 

15 And how fhail they preach, except they be fent? 
as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that 

preach 
“tiles ; and to acknowledge, that if we be chofen to falvation, it is 
wholly owing to the favour of God. - 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X. 

4 Chrift is the end of the law for righteoufucfs, &c.] hat is, the 
great fcope and defign of the law is, to bring men to believe in Chrift, 
for righteoyfnefs and life 5 and its ceremonial and moral precepts and 
conftitutions moft harmonioufly centre in this. 

‘34 Shall call upon the name, &c.} IF Chrift be not here called Je- 
hov#h, the apoftle’s argument is inconclufive. 

14. How then foall they call on pim, &c.] The apoftle, in thefe 
words, proves, that none mig be the object of our prayers, but he 
that-is the objeét of our faith and truft; now God alone is the object 
of our faith, therefore he alone muft be prayed unto. If fo, the prac- 
tice of the papifts, in Brayin a =e a ede depasted, is very 

af ; % 
eo ahominsle fn = Aght.of Ge Serene 


Anno : 
DOMINE 
Ga. 


A remnant of Ifrael fhall be faved. 


. Anno 
DOMIN 
So. 


I 


preach the gofpel of peace, and bring glad tidings of 
good things ! iO ean olay peat 

16 But they have ‘riot all obeyed ‘the géfpel. _ For 
Efaias faith, Lord, who hath believed our report? 

17 So then faith cometh by hearing, and ‘hearing by 
the word ‘of God. if Hla, BES 43 

18 But I fay, have they not heard? Yes verily, their 
found went into all the carth, and their words unto the 
ends of the world. 4 

rg But 1 fay, Did not Ifracl ‘know? Firft Mofes 
faith, I will provoke you to jealoufy by them that are 
no people, and by 4 foolifh nation I will anger you. 

20 But Efaias is very bold, and faith, I was found 
of ‘them that fought me not; 1 was made manifeft 
‘unto them that afked not after me. 

2x But to Ifrael he faith, All day long Ihave ftretched 
forth my hand unto-a difobedient and gainfaying peo- 

Te. ee : 
. CHAP. XI. 
1 God hath not caft of all [frael. 7 Some were eleGed: 
16 hopes for couverfion of the reft. : 
‘Say then, Hath God caft away his people? God 
forbid. For I alfoam an Ifraelite, of rhé feed of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. * 

‘2 God hath not caft away his people which he fore- 
knew. Wot ye not what the fcripture faith of Elias? 
how he n:aketh interceifion toGod againft Ifrael, faying, 

3 Lord, they have killed thy prophets, and digged 
down thine altars; and I am left alone, ‘and they feek 
my life. | ; / 

4 But whai faith the anfwer of God untd him? I 
have referved to myfelf feven thoufand men, who have 
not bowed the Ente to the image of Baal. 

5 Even fo then at this prefent time alfo there is a 
Yemnant according to the election ‘of grace. 

6 And tf by grace, then zs i#'no more of works: 
otherwife grace is no more grace. But if: Ze of works, 
then is it no more grace: otherwife work is no more 
work. the . 

9 What then? Ifrael hath not ébtained that which 
he feeketh for; but rhe election hath obtained it, and 
the reft were blinded . 

8 (According as it is written, God hath given them 
the f{pirit of lumber, eyes that they fhould not fee, arid 
ears that they fhould not hear ;) unto this day. 

g And David faith, Let their table be made a fnare, 
&nd atrap, anda ftumblingblock, and a recompence 
unto them., 

ro Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not 
fee, and bow ddwn their back alway. 

xr I fay then, Have they ftumbled that they fhould 


fall? God forbid ; but rather through their fall falva- 


tion 7s come unto the Gentiles, for to provoke them to 
jealoufy. cates oo aoe 

12 Now ifthe fall of them de the riches of the world, 
and the diminifhing of them the riches of the Gentiles ; 
how much more their fulnefs? | | 

13 For\ fpeak to you Gentiles; inafmuch as lam 
the apoftle of the Gentiles, I magnify mire office ; 

14 if by any means I may provoke to emulation 
them which are tay fiefh, and might fave fonié Gf them, 

15 Forif the cafting away of them de the reconciling 


‘ acre . . ae seni! 
. Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. X. 

From the whole of this chapter, we may derive this ufeful leffon, That 
the only way to heaven is by Chrift; the only way to Chrift is by 
faith; the only way to faith is by the word read or preached ; and 


that a praétical belief of the gofpel is indifputably neceffary to 
the falvation of thofe to whom it is revealed. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XI. 
a 6 Af by grace, then it is.no more of works, &c.] If a remnant be 
faved according to the free purpofe and gracious election of God, then 
it is not upon the confideration of the merit of their own works ; inaf- 
much aé they are not jnftified and accepted for the works of the law. 
12 How much more their fulnefs.| How much more hall the bring- 
ing in the body of the Jewith nation be a means of further propagat- 
ingthe gofpeh ws sl, Sy ; nan 
| "20 Be not-bighminded, but fear.) As if he had faid, O ye Gentiles, 
your ftate is high, let'your hearts be humble.’ The Jews are falien; 
ees 4 . 


ROMANS. God's judgments and ways un 


of the world, what /Zall the receiving of them be, but 
life from the dead ? 
~ 16 For if the firft fruit de holy, the lump is alfo 

boly: and if the root de holy, fo are the branches. 

17 And if fome of the branches be broken off, and 
thot, being a wild olive tre, were graffed in among 
them, and with them partakeft of the root and farnefs 
of the olive tree ; 

18 Boaft not againft the branches. But if thou boaft, 
thou beareft not the roor, but the root thee. 

19 Thou wilt fay then, The branches were broken 
off, that I might be graffed in. 

20 Well; becaufe of unbclief they were broken off, 
and théu ftandeft by faith. 
fear’: 


21 For if God fparcd not the natural branches, take 


heed ieft he alfo fpare nor thee. 

22 Behold therefore the goodnefs and feverity of 
God : oh them which fell, feverity; bur toward thee,. 
goodnefs, if thou continue in ‘vs gooduefs: otherwile 
thou alfo fhale be cut off. 

23 And they alfo, if they abide nor in unbelief, fhall 
be graffed in: for God is able to graff them in again. 

24 For if thou wert cut out of the ofive tree which 
is wild by nazure, and wert graffed contrary to nature 
into a good olive tree: how much more fhall thefe, 
which be the natural dranches be grafed into their own 
olive tree? 

25 Kor I would not, brethren, that ye fhould be 
ignorant of this myftery, left ye fhould be wife in your 
own Conccits; thar blindnefs in part is happened to 
lfracl until the fulnefs of the Gentiles be come in. 

26 And fo all Ifrael fhall be faved: as it is writren, 
There fhall come out of Sion the Delivercr, and fhall 
turn away ungodlincfs from Jacob: 

27 For this 7s my covenant unto them, when I fhall 
take away their fins. 

28 As concerning the gofpel, they ave enemies for 
your fakes: but as touching the clection, shey ave be- 
leved for the fathers’ fakes.’ ‘ 

29 For the gifts and calling of God are withour 
repentance. : 

_ 30 For as ye ih titmes paft have not believed God, 

yet have now obtained mercy through their unbelict’: 
3u Even fo have thefe alfo now not believed, that 

through your mercy they alfo may obtain mercy. 

32 For God hath concluded them all in unbclief, 
thathe might have mercy upénall. ; 

33 Othe depth of the riches both of the wifdom 
and know ledge of God ? how unfearchable aie his judg- 
ments, and his ways paft finding our! — 

34. For who hath known the miltid of the Lord? or 
who hath been his tounfeller? ; 

35 Or who hath firft given to him, and it fhall be 
recompenfed unto him again ? ; 

36 For of hiry, and through him, and to him, are 
al] things : to whom de Blory for ever. Amen. 


CHAP. XI 


1 God's mercies muft move us to pleafe him. 6 Every nan 
muft attend his calling. 9 Sundry practice! duties re- 
commendcd. 19 Revenge forbidden. 

. ee I 

(arene aera A RE A INE A RRR Re PR 

and unlefs you walk in holy fear, you cannot ftand: unbelief ruined 

them, take heed that pride doth not ruin you. 

26 ‘dud fo all I/racl foall be faved, &c.'| All the Ufracl of God, 
the faithful feed. of Abraham; and the main body of the Jews, fthall 
make up one catholic church, and be faved from their unbelicf; ac- 
cording to that gracious promife, ya. lix. 20, 21. 

33 O the depth of the riches, &c.] By “ judgments,” fome under- 
ftand the determinations of God’s will: by « ways,” the adminiftra- 


tion of his.providence, in order to the exetution of the divine purpofes 
and counfels. 


Gekerau REFLECTIONS on Chap. XI. 

We may reft affured, that the converfion and calling of the Jews, in 
the latter days, is neither contrary to right reafon, nor true faith : 
we fhould therefore pray firit fervertly; and live in continual expec~ 

- tation of-it. But the greateft obitacle in the way of their conve?- 
Gon, .if is to be feared, lies in the wicked and feandalous lives of 
thole nominal Chriftians who difhonour their profeffion. 

1 Prefer 


Be not highminded, but. 





carchable. 





Anno ° 
DOMINE 
Go. 





Sundry practical duties recommended. C H AP. XAT. XIV - Suljeélion to magiftrates enforced. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
60. 


Befeech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye prefent your bodies a living facrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reatonable 
fervice. Le Ove 
2 And be not conformed to this world: bit be ye 


transformed by the renewing of your miind, that ye - 


may prove what zs that good, and acceptable, and per- 
fect, will of God. 

3 For I fay, through the grace given uhto mie. to 
every man that is amohg you, rot to think of bimfelf 
more highly than he ought to think; bur to think fo- 
berly, according as God hath dealt t6 every mian the 
meafure of faith. “, . 

' 4. For as we have many membets ih ont body, and 
all members have not the fame office: 
So we, deing niany, are one body in Chrift, dnd 
every one members cne of another. 

6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace 
that is giver to us, whether prophecy, /es us prophcfy 
according to the propottion of faith; _ 

7 Or miniftry, det us wait of our miniftering: or he 
that teacheth, on téachths; | ; 

8 Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that 
giveth, et bin do it with fimplicity; he that ruleth, 
with diligence; he that fhewetn mercy, with cheerfulnefs. 

9 Let love be without diffirhulation. Abhor that 
which is evil; cleave to that which is good. _ 

10 Be kindly affectionated one to another with bto- 
therly love; in honour preterring ont another; 

11 Nort flothful in bufinefs 3 fervent in fpitic; ferv- 
ing the Lord. . . 

12 Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulatidh; con- 
tinuing inftant in prayer ; , 

13 Diftributing to the neceffity of faints; giveri td 
hofpirality: ; : 

14 Blefs thera whith perfecute you : biefs, afd cure 
not. 

1§ Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with 
them that weep. be 

16 Be of the fame mind one toward another. Mind 
not high things, but condefectid to men of low eftatt. 
Be not wife in your own conccits. ; 

17 Recompenfe to no man evil for cvil. 
things horelt in the fight of all mei. ; 
_ 48 If it be poffible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men. ; 

_ 1g Dearly beloved; avenge not yourfelves, but ra- 
ther ‘zive place unto wrath: for it is written, Verigednce 
ks mine; I will repay, féith the Lord. 

20 Therefore if thine entry hunger, feed him; if 
he thirit, give him drink: for in fo doing thou thalt 
heap coals of fire on his head. 

at Be not overcome of evil; but overcomic evil with 
ood. 


Provide 


a aah t ee, Vad 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES of CHAP. XII. 

1 Prefent your bodies a living facrifice, &c.| Dedicate your perfons, 
devote yourfelves, your whole man, foul and body, to the fervice of 
God, and his glory. ; Pe ~ 44 

3 The neafure of faith.| According to the degree of faith and wilt 
dom given unto them of God. ; . 

16 Be of the fame mind one. toward another, &c.] Be intirely united 
to cach other in judgment, affection; and converfation. ry 

19 Give pluce tito wrath, Sc.) Yield to the wrath of your enemy, 
rather than avenge yourfelf ¢f him: leave him to the wrath of that 
Gad, to whom vengeance belongeth. 

20 Thou foalt.byeap coals of fire on his head.\ By thy kindnefs thou 
wilt melt and mollify his fpirit towards thee; as hardeft metals are 
Melted by coals of fire, : es 

Gewnerat REFLECTIONS om Chap. XII. 

True piety, and that reafondble fervice which God requires of us, 
confifts in devoting ourfelves intirely to him, in renouncing the 
world, in not imitating worldly men in their, manner of living, but 
yather in an intire fubmiffion and conformity to the will of God, 
with meeknefs and love, even under injurious treatment. _ 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XIII. 





5 Not only for wrath, but alfo for confeience fake.) There isa ne- * 


cefity for fubjection unto magiltrates, for fear of wrath and punifh- 
ment from man, and from a principle of confcience in obedience to 
the command of God. : : 

8 Hath fulfilled the law.] The focial law of loving our. neighbour 
ds ourfelves. Seé Famies i. 10. 


Ln CHAP, XIII. 
i Subjeion to magiflvates eriforced. 

‘aN their dues: 8 love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Drunkenufs and rioting the works of darkuefr. 
1 every foul be fubject unto the higher powers; 

For there is no power but ef God: the powers 
that be are ordained of God. ; 

_2 Whofoever therefore refifteth the power, refifteth 
the ordinance of God: and they that reiift fhall receive 
té themfelves damnatiodn. 

3 For rulers are not a terrdr to good works, but to 
the evil. Whole thou then nat be atraid of the power ; 
do that-which is good, and thet fhale have praife of 
the fame: a oly fet : 

4 For he is the ‘minifter of God to thee for good. 
But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; tor he 
beareth not the fword in vain: for he is the minifter of 
God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth 
evil. 

5 Wherefore ye muft needs be fibjedt, not only for 
wrath, but alfo for confcience fake. ee 

6 For for this caufe pay ye tribute alfo: for they 
are God's miniflers, attending continually upon this 
very thing. 

7 Rendct therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom 
tribute zs due; cultom to whom cuftom; fear to whom 
fear; horiour ro whom honoui. 


ar 


8 Owe no man ahy thing, but to love on¢ another: 
for he that loveth another hath fulfilled the law. ; 
For this, Thou fhalt néc cémmit adultery, Thou 
fhale not kill, Thou fhalt nat fteal, Thou fhalt not bear 
faife witnefs, Thou fhalt not covet; and if there de any 
other commandments, it is briefly corhprehended in, 
ya faying, namely, THou fale love thy n¢ighbour as 
thyfelf. ee ee 
10 Love worketh no illto his neighbour: therefore 
love is the fulfilling of the law. me 
11 And that, knowing the time, that now 7/ is high 
time to awake cut of fleep: for now is our falvation 
nearer than when we believed. ; ; 
12 The vight is far {pertr, the day is at hand: let 
us therefore caft off the Works of darknefs, and let us 
put on thearmotr of light. __ A eat ons 
13.Let us walk hone(tly, as in the day; not in rioting 
and drunkennels, not in chambering and wantonnefs; 
not if flrife and cnvying. © 
14. But put ye on the Lord Jeftis Chtift, and make 
not provifion for the fActh, to f/f the lufts thereofs | 
CTA.PO RIV, 
1 NGt to defpife or cenfure obe another in matters of indif- 
Ference. 13 We muft be carefiel nop to ufe our Chriftian 
liberty to the birt or offence of tender confeiences. 
“YIM that is Weak in the faith receive ye, daf not 
to doubtful difputations. : 
4: 2 For 





11 Now is our falvation nearer than avhen we believed.| Every 
breath & gracious .perfon draws, brings him a degree nearer to perfect 
happinefs ; he is nearer heaven; nearer -his reward, than when in the 
infancy of his faith: let him thexefore be fo much the more chearful 
and faborious in his Chiiltian calling. . hy, Sede. Oe 

12 Let us put on the armour of light.| Vetus Be cloathed with holy 
and Chriftiay graces; which. will be at once an ornament and defence. 

13 Honely.} Honourablys or gracefully, a ‘ 

Chambering and wantonnefs, &¢.| Thefe words imply a foft, laf- 
civious, and effeminate manner of living, inconfiftent with the charac- 
ter of a good fuldier of Jefus Chrift. en 2 7 

14 Put ye on the Lord Fefus Chrift, &c.], Seek by faith union with 
Chrilt, that fo you may derive virtue from him, to enable you to walls 
circumlpeétly before him, ; oe dae Bs 388 

Generat Rerierérrons on Chap. XIlIl, : 
St. Paul here teaches Chriftians in general, that fince.the natural dark- 
nefs and ignorance, in which they formerly livédy is difpelled by the 
light of the gofpel, and fince they afpire after fatvation, they fhould 
“be careful to avoid fenfualiry, diffolutenefs, impurity, and all the 
inordinate .defires of the fiefh, and live in the praC¥ice of piety, 
chaitity, and temperance, : ag 4k S 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XIV. .., 
ot Him chat is weak in the faith receive, Sc.] One that is found in 
the faith, though weak in judgment; men of honeft hearts, but weal, 
heads ; bear with, and fhun difputes about matters of a doubtful and 
non-effential nature, 


§ Let 


Anno 


ay ee - DOMINI 
We mifi render to 2 ee 





eae 


| How to wfe our Chriftian. liberty righty. ROMANS. 


Anno 


2 For one believeth that he may cat all things : an- 


- DOMINI orher, who is weak, eateth herbs. 


60. 


3 Let not him that cateth defpife him that eateth 
not; and let not him which eateth not judge him that 
eateth: for God hath received him. 

4. Whoart thou that judgeft another man’s fervant ? 
to his own mafter he ftandeth or falleth. Yea, he fhall 
be holden up: for God is able to make him ftand. 

5 One man efteemceth one day above another: another 
efteemeth every day alike. “Let every man be.fully per- 
fuaded in his own mind. ; ; 

6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth #¢ unto the 
Lord ; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord 
he doth not regard i#.. He that eateth, eateth to the 
Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth 
not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 

7 For none of us liveth to himfelf, and no man 
dieth to himfelf. : 

8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and 
whether we dic, we die unto the Lord : whether we 
live thercfore, or die, we are the Lord’s. 

g For to this end Chrift both died, and rofe, and re- 
vived, that he might be Lord both of the dead andliving. 

ro But why doft thou judge thy brother? or why 
doft thou fet at nought thy brother? for we fhall all 
ftand before the judgment feat of Chrift.’ 

11 For it is written, 4s 1 live, faith the Lord, every 
knee fhall bow to me, and every tongue fhall confefs 
to God. ; PS ; 

12 So then every one of us fhall give account of 
himfelf to God. 

13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: 
but judge this rather, that no man put a {tumbling 
block or am occafion to fall in brs brother’s way. 

14 I know, and am perfuaded by the Lord Jefus, 
that ¢here is nothing unclean of itfelf: but to him that 

efteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him #f zs unclean. 
rg But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now 


‘ walkeft thou not charitably. Deftroy not him with thy 


meat, for whom Chrift died. 

16+ Let not then your good be evil fpoken of: 

17 For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; 
but righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft. 

18 For he that in thefe things ferveth Chrift zs ac- 
ceptable to God, and approved of men. 

1g Let us therefore follow after the things which 
make for peace, and things wherewith one may edify 
another. “ . 

20 For meat deftroy not the work of God. All things 
indeed are pure; but z¢ is evil for that man who eateth 
with offence. 

21 Jt is good neither to eat flefh, nor to drink wine; 
nor any thing whereby thy brother ftumbleth, or is of 
fended, or is made weak. 

22 Haft thou faith? have #f to thyfelf before God. 
Happy is he that condemneth not himfelf in that thing 
which he alloweth. oe 

23 And hethat doubteth is damned ifhe eat, becaufe 
be cateth not of faith: for whatfoever is not of faith is fin. 

CHAP. XV. 
1 The ftrong muft bear with the weak. 2 We may not 
pleafe.ourfelves, 3 for Chrift did nt fo. 
E then that are ftrong ought to bear the infir- 
mities of the weak, and not to pleafe ourfelves. 





5 Let every man be fully perfuaded in bis own mind.) Let every 
Ghriftian perion be firmly convinced that what they do, or refufe to do, 
is for thé glory of God, and out of a fincere defire to pleafe him. 

“19 The kingdom of God, &c.] The effence of Chriftianity confifts 
not in indifferent things, but in a righteous conduct towards God and 
man, in peace, love, unity, joy, and fuch like fruits of the holy Spirit. 

22 Haft thou faith? have it to thyfelf, &c.} Encourage not others 
to venture farther than their confciences will innocently permit them. 

23 Wkatfoever is not of faith is fin. Whatever a man doth, which 
he is not fully perfuaded ih his own mind to be lawful, is fin; being 
done againft the dittates of confcience. 


Generau Rerrecrions on Chap. XIV. 


Chriftians are bound to bear wih each other : t! ofe who are the moft- 


enlightened ought to ufe the greateft tenderneis towards fuch as are 


Paul the apoftle of the Gentiles, 





2 Let every one of us pleafe brs neighbour for bis Anno 
good to edification. Pot 


3 For even Chrift pleafed not himfelf; but, as it is 
written, The reproaches of them that reproached thee 
fell on me. 

4 For whatfoever things were written aforctime were 
written for our learning, that we through patience and 
comfort of the fcriptures might have hope. . 

5 Now the God of patience and confolation grant 

ou to be likeminded one toward another according to 
Chrift Jefus : 

6 That ye may with one mind axzd one mouth glo- 
rify God, even the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

47 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chrift alfo 
received us to the glory of God. 

8 Now I fay that Jefus Chrift, was a minifter of the 
circumcifion for the truth of God, to confirm the pro- 
mifes made unto the fathers : 


g And that the Gentiles might glorify God for his 


mercy ; as it is written, For this caufe I will confefs to 
thee among the Gentiles, and fing unto thy name. 

10 And again he faith, Rejoice, ye Gentiles, with 
his people. 

1r And again, Praife the Lord, all ye Gentiles; and 
laud him, all ye peopic. 

12 And again Efaias faith, There fhall be a root of 
Jeffe, and he that thall rife to reign over the Gentiles; 
in him fhall the Gentiles truft. 

13 Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through 
the power of the Holy Ghoft. 

14 And I myfelf alfoam perfuaded of you, my bre- 
thren, that ye alfo are full of goodnefs, filled with all 
knowledge, able alfo to admonifh one another. 

15 Neverthelefs, brethren, I have written the more 
boldly unto you in fome fort, as putting you in mind, 
becaufe of the grace that is given to me of God, 

16 That I fhould be the minifter of Jefus Chrift to 
the Gentiles, miniftering the gofpel of God, that the 
offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being 
fanctified by the Holy Ghoft. 

17 I have therefore whereof I may glory through 
Jefus Chrift in thofe things which pertain to God. 

18 For I will not dare to fpeak of any of thofe 
things which Chrift hath not wrought by me, to make 
the Gentiles obedient, by word and deed, 

19 Through mighty figns and wonders, by the power 
of the Spirit of God; fothat from Jerufalem, and round 
about unto I}lyricum, J have fully preached the gofpel 
of Chrift. 

20 Yea, fo have I ftrived to preach the gofpel, not 
where Chrift was named, left I fhould build upon an- 
other man’s foundation : 

21 But as it is written, To whom he was not fpoken 
of, they fhall fee: and they that have not heard hall 
underftand. . : 

22 For which caufc alfo I have been much hindered 
from coming to you. 

23 But now having no more place in thefe parts, and 
having a great detire thefe many years to come unto yous 

24. Whenfoever I take my journcy into Spain, I will 
come to you: for I truft to fee you in my journey, and 
to be brought on my way thitherward by you, if firft I 
be fomewhat filled with your company. 

25 But 





weak in faith, whom they are not to defpife, or do any thing that 
may grieve them or wound their confciences. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. XV. 

8 Fefus Chriff was a minifter of the circumcifion, &e.]  Thefe 
words are urged with fome warmth, to reftrain the Gentile converts 
from defpifing the Jews for their ftrong attachment to the Mofaic dif 
penfation. 

13 Now the God of hope, &c.] In confequence of the growing 
frength of your faith, may you abound in a more cheerful and lively 
hope of eternal glory, through the power and influence of the holy 
Spirit. 

24 Into Spain, &c.J It fcems fromhence, that no apoftle had yer 
planted any church in Spain. 

z gs Thas 





A warning againft the authors of divifions. CH A P, SMV Is 


Anno 


DOMINI- 
60 


25 But: now | go unto Jerufalem to minifter unto 
the faints. ; 

‘26. For it hath pleafed them of Macedonia and 
Achaia to make’a-certain contribution for the poor 
faints which are at Jerufalem. 

27 It-hath pleated them verily; and their-debrors 
they are. For the Gentiles have-been made partakers 
of their fpiritual things, their duty is alfo to minifter 
unto them in carnal things. : 

.28 When thercfore I have performed this, and have 
fealed to them this fruit, 1 will come by you into Spain. 

29 And Iam fure that, when I come unto you, I 
fall come in the fulnefs of the bieffing of the gof- 
pel of Chritt. + 

30 Now I befeech you, brethren, for the Lord Jefus 
Chrift’s fake, and for the love of the Spirit, that ye 
ftrive together with me in yoxr prayers to God for mc; 

at That 1 may be delivered from them that do not 
believe in Judea ; and that my fersice which I ave tor 
Jerufalem may beaccepted of the faints ; . 

32 That I may come unto you with joy by the will 
of God, and may with you be retrefhed. 

- 33 Now-the God of peace ge with you all. Amen. 
: : CHAP. XVI. js 
1 Paz willeth the bretiven to grect many, 17 advifeth to 

. take heed of thofe wh caufe divifions avd offences, 21 

_ and contludeth with praife and thanks to Gud. . 
Commend unto you Phebe our fifter, which is a fer- 

; vant ofthe church which is at Cenchrea : 

2 That ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh: 
faints, and that, ye affiit her in whatfoever bufinefs the 
hath need of you: for fhe hath been a fuccourer of 
many, and of myfelf alfo. : 

. 3.GSreet Prife.tlaand Aquila ray helpers in ChriftJefus:: 

4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks :: 
unto whom not only I vive thanks, but alfo all the 
churches of the Gentiles. : 

§ Likewife greet the church that’is in their houfe. 
Salute my well beloved Epenetus, who is the firftfruits. 
oF Achaia unto Chri{t. : 
-, &© Greet Mary, who beftowed much labour on us: 

.7 Salute Andronicus and Junia, my kinfmen, and 
my fellowprifoners, who are of note among the apof-- 
tles, who alfo were in Chrift before me. 

8 Greet Amplias my beloved in the Lord. 

g Salute Urbane, our helper in Chrift, and 
my beloved. . 

. $0,Salute Appelles approved in Chrift. ‘Salute them 
which are of Ariftobulus’ bowold. - : 


Stachys- 





“y 3 That I may be delivered from them, &¢.]_ The apoftle was fo 


‘utgent, from a’ fenle of the great importance of his life to the caufe 


of Chriftianity. 
. Generar Rerrections on Chap. XV. 


“Te this chapter S:. Paul fhews the defign of this epiftle to the Romans, 


“and the end of his doétrine, by faying, that Chrift came to fave 
not only the Jews, but the Gentiles alfo, and to accomplith, by this 
-Imeans, the promifes which God had made to their forefathers by 
_the prophets. ‘ 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 
4 Laid down their own necks, &c.] Expofed themfelves to the ex- 


‘ tremeft dangers to preférve my life. 


18 But their can belly, &c.| Their own fecular interefts.’ 








1 Tauis alludes to Gen. ili, 15. 


Pm 


tr Salute Herodién my kinfmari. Greet them that 


. be of the houfhold of Narciffus, which are in the Lord, 


12 Salure Tryphena and Tryphofa, who ‘labour in 


the Lord, Salute the beloved Perfis, which laboured 


much in the. Lord. . 


13 Salute Rafus chofén in the Lord, and his mother. 


and mine, > 
‘14 Salute Afyneritus, Phlegon, Hermas, Patrohas, 
Hermes, and the brethren which are with them. 

15 Salute Philologus, and Julia, Nereus, and his 
fier, and Olympas, and all the faints which are with 
them, ; 

16 Salute one another with anholy kifs. The churches 
of Chrift. falute you. , 

17 Now I befeech you, brethren, mark them which 
caufe divifions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned ; and avoid them. : 

18 For they that are fuch ferve not our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, but their own belly; and by good words and 
fair fpeeches deccive the hearts of the fimple. 

19 For your obedience is come abroad unro all mew. 
Tam glad therefore on your behalf: but yet 1 would 
have you wife unto that which is good, and fimple con- 
cerning evil. 

zo And the God of peace fhall bruife Satan under 
your feet fhorily. The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
Ze with you. Amen: 

21 Timotheus my workfellow, and Lacius, and Ja~ 
fon, and Sofipater, my kinfmen, falute you. ae 

22 1 Tertius, who wrore :dis epiftie, falute you in 
the Lord. ‘ Re : , 

23 Gaius mine hoft, and of the whole church, fa- 
luteth you. Eraftus the chamberlain of the, city faluteth 
you, and Quartus a Lrother. PL ‘ 

24 The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift de with you 
all. Amen. : 

25 Now to him that is of power to eftablith you qc- 
cording to my gofpel, and the preaching of Jefus Chriit, 
according to the revelation of the myttery, which was 
kept fecret fince the world began, 

26 But now is made manifeft, and by the fcriptures 
of the prophets, according to the commandment of the 
everlafting God, made known to all nations’ for the 
obedience of faith : i 

27 To God only wife, te glory through Jefus Chrift 
forever. Amen. oi : 


q Written to the Romans from Corinthus, and fent 
by Phebe fervanat of the churchat Cenchrea. 








20 Th: Gad of peace faall brnife Satan under your Feet foortly, Sc.} 
The reccnciler of the world to God 
fhall be the fubducr of Satan; and in fubduiny him, he conquers all 
his inftraments, who endeavour to ftop the progrefs of the grofpel, even 
all the fpiritual enemics of his church. 

25 The myftery, &c.] This is fuppofed to mean the calling of the 


“Gentiles: it may likewife be applied to the gofpel difpenfation. 


Genernat REFLEcTIONS on Chap. XVI. 

From the example of this eminent apoftle, we are inftrnéted to love 
one another, to be ftri€tly unired, and to pray for each other, 
though never fo far diftant; an tnat thofe perfous: are to be parti- 
cularly cherifhed, who diftinguifhed themfelves by. their piety, and 
zeal for the truth, : 











i re > 


phe FE it Epiftle of PauL to the CORINTHIANS. 





THE’ ARGUMENT. 


St. Paul,. having planted a church, chiefly of Gentile converts, at Corinth, continued in that city near two years. The 
- occafion of writing this epifile was, an unhappy {chifin that had arifer iz this church, concerning the minifters, to cor= 
re the various créminal irregularities aud difordérs of which they had been guilty, and likewife to vindicate himfelf 


Srom the afperfiors and calumnies of a faltion that bad been formed againfi 


him iz bis abfence, which was about 


three years. The fiyle is plain, chafte, and familiar, and the fentiments replete with the tenderef affeion to the 


7 No. 69.- >: 


. brethren, and the moft preffing exhortations to purfue @ consluct sey of thei high profeffior, 
- - ~ ~ : 9 = . 


CHAP, 


The conclufion. 





Anno 
DOMISE 
6a. 





The gofpel is the power and wifdom of God. 1. CORINTHIANS. The manner of Paul's preaching. 


Anno 


CHAP. I. 


BOMING After faluting the church at Corinth, 4 and thanking 


59 


God for his grace toward them, 10 Paul exhorteth 

them to unity, 11 and reproveth their diffenfions. 

° AUL, called to be an apoftle of Jefus Chrift 
P through the will of God, and Softhenes our 
brother, 

2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to 
them that are fanctified in Chrift Jefus, called to be 
faints, with all chat in every place call upon the name 
of Jefus Chrift our Lord, both their’s and our’s : 

3 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Fa- 
ther, and from the Lord Jefus Chritt. 

4 I thank my God always on your behalf, for the 
grace of God which is given you by Jefus Chrift ; 

5 That in every thing ye are enriched by him, in 
all utterance, and iz all knowledge ; 

.6 Evenas the teftimony of Chrift was confirmed in 
you: 

7 So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for 
the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift : 

8 Who thall alfo confirm you unto the end ééat ye 
may be blamelefs in the day of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

g God és faithful, by whom ye were called unto the 
fellowthip of his Son Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

10 Now I befcech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye all fpeak the fame thing, 
and rbat there be no divifions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the fame mind and in 
the fame judgment. 

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my 
brethren, by them which are of the boufe of Chloe, that 
there are contentions among you. 

12 Now this I fay, that every one of you faith, I 
am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas ; and 
1 of Chrift. 

13 Is Chrift divided? was Paul crucified for you? 
or were ye baptized in the name of Paul? 

tq I thank God that I baptized none of you, but. 
Crifpus and Gaius ; 

15 Left any fhould fay that I had baptized in mine 
own name. 

16 And I baptized alfo the houfhold of Srephanas : 
befides, I know not whether I baptized any other. 

17 For Chrift fent me not to baptize, but to preach 
the gofpel : not with wifdom of words, leit the crofs 
of Chrift fhould be made of none effect. 

18 For the preaching of the crofs is to them that 
perifh foolifhnefs ; but unto us which are faved it is 
the power of God. 

1g For it is written, I will deftroy the wifdom of 
the wife, and will bring to nothing the underftanding 
of the prudent. 

20 Where zs the wife? where is the fcribe? where is 
the difputer of this world? hath not Ged made foolifh 
the wifdom of this world ? 

21 For after that in the wifdom of Gad the world 
by wifdom knew not God, it pleafed God by the fool- 
ifhnefs of preaching to fave them that believe. 

22 For the Jews require a fign, and the Greeks feek 
afier wifdom : 

23 But we preach Chrift crucified, unto the Jewsa 
fiumbling block, and unto the Greeks foolifhnefs ; 

24, But unto them which are called, both Jews and 





COMMENTARY axrv NOTES on CHAP. B 


1 Called to bean afoftle, &c.] He did not thruft himfelf into that 
important and honourable employment; but was chofen, called, and 
fent of God. 

18 The preaching of the crofs is to them that perife foolifone/i, &o.} 
The doétrine of a defpifed and crucified Saviour, of the eternal God 
becoming 2 mortal man, life becoming fubje& to death, and bleffing 
to acurfe, are apparent contradictions ta conceited and carnal men, 
who, becaufe they cannot comprehend the, myftery, fcorn and deride 
the whole of the fcriptures, to their own deftruion. 

25 The foolifhnefs of God is wifer than men, &¢.] That which 
men account foolifhnefs and weaknefs, and deride as fuch, is yet of 
fuperior excellence to all their admired wifdom_and ftrength; and if 
the wifdom of man cannot match the feolifhnefs of Ged, how fhall ic 
vie with the wifdom of God! 


- 


Greeks, Chrift the power of God, and the wifdom of anro 
God. DOMINE 

25 Becaufe the foolifhnefs of God is wifer than men; oes 
and the weaknefs of God is ftronger than men. 

26 For ye fee your calling, brethren, how that not 
many wife men after the fleth, not many mighty, not 
many noble, are called: : 

27 But God hath chofen the foolith things of rhe, 
world to confound ‘the wife; and God hath chofen 
-the weak things of the world te confound the things 
which are mighty ; as 
| 28 And bafe things of the world, and things which 

are defpifed, hath God chofen, yea, and things which. 
are not, to bring to nought things that are: 

29 That no fiefh fhould glory in his prefence. 

30 But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of God 
is made unto us wifdom, and rizhteoufnefs, and fanc- 
tification, and redemption. 

31 That, according as itis written, He that gloricth 
let him glory in the Lord. 

CHAP. IL. 
1 Paul declareth that he ufed not human learning and elo~ 
gurnce in preaching the gofpel to his couverts, that their 
Siith, being built on the teftineny of the feicit, und oi 
miracles, might be folely aferibed to Gad. 

ND I, brethren, when I came to you, came not 

with excellency of fpeech or cf wiidem, declar- 
ing unto you the teftimony ef God. ; 

2 For I deterrnined not to know any thing among 
you, fave Jefus Chrift, and him crucified. fe 

3 And I was with you in weaknefs, and in fear,: 
and in much trembling. 

4, And my fpeech and my preaching was not with. 
enticing words of man’s wif{dom, but in demon{tration 
of the Spirit and of power: 

5 That your faith fhould not ftand in the wifdom 
of men, but in the power of God. . 

6 Howbeit we {peak wifdom among them that are 
perfect: yet not the wifdom of this world, nor of the 
princes of this world, that come to nuught: 

7 But we fpeak the wifdom of God ina myfery, 
even the hidden wifdom, which God ordained ‘befoie 
the world unto our glory : 

8 Which none of the princes of this world knew :- 
for had they known i/, they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. 

But as it is written, Eye hath not fcen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
pve? which God hath prepared for them that love 

im. 

10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his fpirit: 
for the Spirit fearcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. C : 

tt lor what man knoweth the things of a man, fave 
the fpirit of man which is in him? even fo the things - 
of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. 

12 Now we have received, riot the fpirit of the 
world, but the fpirit which is of God; that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of God. 

13. Which things alfo we fpeak not in the words 
which man’s wifdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
‘ Ghoftteacheth;comparing f{piritual thingswithfpiritual. 

14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God: for they are foolifhnefs unto him: 

. neither | 














: Generar Rerrections on Chap. I. 

It appears from this chapter, that minifters ought to preach the gofpel 
in great fimplicity, without aiming at the wifdom and eloquence of 
the age, which is nothing but foolifhnefs before God; the end of 
their miniftry being, to preach Chrift crucified, the moft felf-denying, 
doétrines of the goipel. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. II. 

6 We fecak wifdom among them that are perfect, &c.] Though the 
wife men of the world account me a fool, and my preaching foolifh- 
nefs, yet I fpeak the higheft wifdom in the eftimation of thofe who 
are folly inftruéted in the principles of the Chriftian religion. 

14 The natusal man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, &c.] The 
fenfual, the animal man, whu aéts only by the di@ates of human rea- 
fon and worldly wifdom, bemg yet deititute of enlightening grace,. is 
incapable of underftanding or embracing divine and fpiritual traths. 

ENIRAL 


All diftinétions are from God. 


Againft Divifions. 
a 





CHAP. Ill. IV. 





Aono neither can he know /vem, becaufe they are fpiritually 2% Therefore let no man glory in men, For all’ Anno 
a difcérned. . things are your’s ; ete 
ae 1g But he that is {piritual judgeth all things, yet he z2 Whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
himfelf is judged of no man. world, or life, or death, or things prefent, or things’ 
16 For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that to come; all are your’s; ‘ : 
he may inftruct him? But we have the mind of Chrift. 23 And ye are Chrift’s; and Chrift is God's. 
CHAP. MIL CHAP. IV. 
2 Milks frt for children. 3 Of firife and divifion. 9 The 1 Ju what account the minifler ought to be had. 7 We 
minifiers are Goa’s fellow-workmen. 11 Chrift tie only have nothing that we have not received. 15 The apoflles 
fumndation. are our fathers in Chrifi. 
ND I, brethren, could not fpeak unto you as ET a man fo account of us, as of the minifters of 
/ unto fpiritual, but as unto carnal, even as unto Chrifi, and ftewards of the myfterics of God. 
babes in Chrift. 2 Moreover it is required in ftewards, that a man be 
2 [have fed you with milk, and not with meat: found faithful. 
for hitherto you were not able /o dear i/, neither yet now 3 But with me it is a very {mall thing that I fhould’ 
are ye able. be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: yea, I judg: 
3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas ‘here is among not mine own felf. 
you envying,and ftrife,and divifions, are ye not carnal, 4. For I know nothing by myfelf; yet am I not 
~~ and walk as men? hereby juftified : but he that judgeth me is the Lord. 





4 For while one faith, Iam of Paul; and another, 
I am of Apollos; are ye not carnal? 

5 Who then is Paul, and who ss Apollos, but mi- 
nifters by whom yc believed, even as the Lord gave to 
every man? : 

6 I have planted, Apollos watered ; but God gave 
the increafe. 

7 So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth; but God that giveth the increafe. 

8 Now he thar planteth and he that watereth are one: 
and every man fhall receive his own reward according 
to his own labour. 

9 For we are labourers together with God: ye are 
God's hufbandry, ye are God’s building. 

10 According to the grace of God which is given 
unto-m¢, as a wile mafter builder, I have laid the foun- 
dation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every 
man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. 

ty Vor other foundation can no man lay than that 
is Jaid, which is Jefus Chrift. 

12 Now if any man build upon this foundation gold, 
filver, precious ftones, wood, hay, ftubble ; 

13. Every man’s work fhall be made manifeft: for 
the day fhall declare it, becaufe it fhall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire fhall try every man’s work of what 
fort it is. 

14 If any man’s work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he fhall receive a reward. 

15 If any man’s work fhall be burned, he fhall fuffer 
lofs: but he himfelf fhall be faved; yet foas by fire, 

16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, him fhall 
God deftroy; for the temple of God is holy, which 
temple ye are. 

18 Let no man deceive himfelf. If any man among 
you feemeth to be wife in this world, let him become 
a fool, that he may be wife. ‘ 

ag For the wifdom of this world is foolifknefs with 
God.. For it is written, He taketh the wife in their 
own craftinefs. 

20 And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
the wife, that they are vain. 


i sepa SSS 
Generaut REFLectiows on Chap. Il. 

The minifters of Chrift, and all Chriftians, fhould learn from this 
chapter, that, the vain eloquence and fzlfe wifdom of the world, 
ought not to he mingled with the preaching of the gofpel. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IH. 

4 While one fab, I am of Paul, &e.} While you eagerly contend 
about the honours of this or that teacher, diftinguifning him from- 
the reft; do you not hereby a& in the {pirit of your heathen neigh- 
bours, or in a manner unbecoming Chriftians? = 

7 Neither is be that planteth, Sc.] At is not the wifdom of any 
particular teacher, but the blefling of God oaly, which makes the 
preaching of them all effectual to man’s converfion and falvation... - 

12 Gold, flver, precious ones, &¢.] Doétrines that are true, fo~ 
lid, and edifying ; or elfe dry, unintelligible {peculations, of an min- 
terefting nacure ! , > 

17 If any man defile the temple of God, &c.] They who promote 
fa€tious divifions, or propagate erroneous doétrines, thereby provoke 
God to deftroy them. ‘ 


5 Therefore judge nothing before the rime, until the 


Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden’ 


things of darknefs, and will make manife{t the coun- 


{els of.the hearts: and then fhall every man have 


praife of God. 

6 And thefe things, brethren, I have in a figure 
transferred to myfelf and ¢o Apollos for your fakes ; 
that ye might learn in us not to think of meu above that 
whichis written, that no one of you be puffed up for 
one againft another. 

7 For who maketh thee to differ from another 2? and 
what haft thou that thou didft not receive? now if thou 


didft receive is, why doft thou glory, as if thou hadft 


not received #2 
8 Now ye are full, now ye are rich, ye have reigned 


as kings without us: and I would to God ye did reign, 


that we alfo might reign with you. 
9 For Ithink that God hath fer forth us the apoftles 


laft, as it were appointed to death: for we are made a‘ 


{pectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men: 

10 We are fools for Chrift’s fake, but ye are wife in 
Chrift; we are weak, but ye are ftrong; ye are hoa 
nourable, but we are defpifed. 

11 Even unto this ptefent hour we both hunger, and 
thirft, and are naked, and are buffetted, and have no 
certain dwelling place ; 

12 And labour, working with our own hands: bes 
ing reviled, we blefs ; being perfecuted, we fuffer it : 

13 Being defamed, we intreat: we are made as the 
filth of the earth, and are the off-{couring of all things 
unto this day. 

14 I write not thefe things to fhame you, but as my 
beloved fons I warn you. 

1g For though ye have ten thoufand inftructors in 
Chrift, yet bave ye not many fathers: for in ‘Chrift 
Jefus I have begotten you through the gofpel. 

146 Wherefore I befeech you, be ye followers of me. 

17 For this caufe have I fent un > you Timotheus, 
who is my beloved fon, and faithful in the Lord, who 
fhall bring you into remembrance of my ways. which 
be in Chrift, as I reach every where in every church. 

18 Now fome are puffed up, as though I would not 
come to you. 


19 Bu 





GenBraL Revrecfto#xs on Chap. If. 


All trae minifters, with their abilities, are ordained for the fervice and 
{piritual advantage of the church: we fhould therefore receive their 
meffage with fimplicity and thankfulnefs, looking beyond the inftru- 
ment, to God, for his blefling on what we hear. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IV. 


4 For I know nothing by myfelf, &e.} "Though with refpett to my 
miniftry, I know nothing of unfaithfulnefs by myfelf, yet am I not 
thereby juftified at God's tribunal. ‘ 

8 Now ye are full, &e.| As if he had faid, Now you think your- 

{elves fo full and rich in ali kinds of knowledge, that you defpife your 
fpiritual fathers, who firft converted you to the faith. 

20 The kingdom of God is not. in word, but in power.] Chriftianity 
does not confift in mere outward profeflions, and farms of godlinefs ; 
but in-the efficacy of a divine power upon the minds of men, fpring- 
ing up into holinefs of heart and life. 


3 Ganeran 





Anno 


A fcandalous inceft reproved. 





19 But I will come-to you fhortly, if the Lord will, 


PUMINI and will know; not the {peech of them that are puffed 


$9. 


up, bur the power. 

20 For the kingdom of God. is not in word, but in 
power. : ; 

21 What will ye? fhall I come unto you with a rod, 
or in love; and iz the fpirit of mecknefs ? 

. CHAP, Vz 
1 The ixceftuous perfor 6 is caufe rather of foame than of 
repicing. 
T’: is reported commonly that ibere is fornication 
among you, and fuch fornication as is not fo much 
as named among the Gentiles, that one fhould have 
his father’s wife. 

2 And ye are puffed up, and have not rather 
mourned, that he that hath done this deed might be 
taken away from among you. 

.3 For I verily, as abfent in body, but prefent in 
fpirit, have judged already, as though I were prefent, 
concerning him that hath fo done this deed, 

. 4. In the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift, when ye 
are. gathered tagether, and my fpirit, with the power 
of eur Lord Jefus Chrift, 

_s To deliver fuch an one unto Satan for the deftruc- 
tion of the flefh, that the f{pirit may be faved in the 
day of the Lord Jefus. © , 

,6 Your glorying is not good. Know ye not that a 
little Jeaven leaveneth the whole lump? 

_7 Purge out therefore the old icaven, that ye may 
be a new lump, as ye are unleavencd, For even Chrift 
our paffover is facrificed for us: e 

_8 Therefore let us keep rhe feaft, not -with old 
Jeaven, neither with the leaven of malice «112 wicked- 
nefs; but with the unicavened dread of Uneesity and 
truth, - 

9 I wrote unto you in an epiftle noc to company 
with fornicators : 

-10 Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this 
world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with 
idolaters; for then muff ye needs go ouft of the world. 

a1 But now L have written unto you not to keep 
company, if.any man that is called a brother be a for-: 
nicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a. 
drunkard, or an extortioner; with fuch an one no 
Not to cat. ; 

12 Tor what have I ro do to, judge them alfo that: 
are without? do not ye judge them that are within ? 

13 But them that are without God judgeth. There-. 
fore put away from among yourfelves that wicked perfon, 
CHAP. VI. 

1 Go xot to law with the brethren. 9 Lhe unrighteous. 

. hall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
[pk any of you, having a matter againft another, 

‘ go to law before the unjuft, and not before the 
faints ? 

2 Do ye not know that the faints fhall judge the 
world? and if the world fhall be judged by. you, are 
ye unworthy to judge the fmalleft matters? 

. 3 Know ye not that we fhall judge angels? how 
much more things that pertain to this life? 

4 lf then ye have judgments of things pertaining. 








a TSS 


‘ Geesraut REFLECTiIoNs on Chap. IV. 
St. Paul here teaches us, that we ought not to value too highly the 
opinion of men: that it is God only who can judge of our faithful- 
wnefs; he will make manifeft hidden things, and the thoughts of men’s 
hearts, and will render to every one according to his‘works. : 
COMMENTARY aro NOTES on CHAP, V. VI. 

V. 4 Inthe name of the Lord Fefus Chriff, &c.] According to the 
command of Chrift, by the power and authority of Chrift and his mi- 
nifter, and with an eye to the glory of Chrift. 

6 little leaven leaveneth the whole lump, 8c.] As if he had faid, 

Sinful practices and evil examples, among Chriftians, are infeCtious ; 


ae 


therefore purge out this fcandalous perfon from your fociety, left other , 


“members-be polluted, enfnared, and difhonoured. 
IVI. 5 Js it fos that there is not a wife man among you ¥} _ Is there 


no intelligent perfon among you who may be able to determine . 


the caufe: of.a Chriftian brother, that ye apply to heathens in thefe 
matters ? ; 


ar Bat ye are wafbed, ye are fanttified, ye are juftified, &C.] The* 
2 


J. CORINTHIANS. 





to this life, fet rhem to judge who are leaft efteemed 
in the church. 

5 1 fpeak to your fhame. Is it fo, that there is not 
a wife man among you ? no, not one that fhall be able 
to judge between his brethren ? 

6 But brother goeth to law with brother, and that 
before the unbelievers. 

7 Now therefore there is utterly a fault among vou, 
becaufe ye go to law one with another. Why do ve 
not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather /vfer 
yourfelves to be defrauded ? _ 

8 Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your 
brethren. 

g Know ye not that the unrighteous fhall not inherit 


‘the kingdom of God? “Be not deceived: neither for. 


nicators, nor idolaters, ucr adulrerers, nor effeminate, 
nor abulers of themfelves with mankind, 
10 Nor thieves, nor coverous, nor drunkards, nor 


revilers, nor extortioners, ihall inherit the kingdom of. 


God. 

11 And fuch were fome of you: but ye are wathec, 
but ye are fanctificd, but ye are juftified in the name 
of the Lord Jefus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

12 All things are lawful unto me, but all things 
are not expedient: all things are lawful for me, bur f 
will not be brought wnder the power of any. 

13 Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but 
God fhall deftroy both it and them. Now the body 
isnot for fornication, but forthe Lord; and the Lord 
for the body. 

x34 And God hath both raifed up the Lord, and will 
alfo raife up us by his own power. 

15 Know ye not that your bodies are the members 


‘of Chrift? fhall J then rake the members of Chritt, and 


make them the members of an harlot? God forbid. 

16 What? know ye not that he which is joined ta 
an harlot is one body? for two, faith he, fhall be one 
fiefh. 

17 But he that is joined unto the Lord is one fpirit. 

18 Flee fornication, . Every fin that a man doeth ts 
without the body ; but he that committeth fornication 
finneth againit his own body. 

19° What? knowyc not that your body is the tem- 


Againft fornication: 





Anno 
DOMINI 


59-, 


ple of the Holy Ghoft eich is in you, which yc have - 


of God, and ye are not your own? 

20 For ye are bought with a price: therefore glo- 
rify God in your body, and in your fpirit, which are 
God’s. : 

CHAP. VII. ; 

1 Marriage aremedy againft fornication. 17 Every man 
muft be content with bis vocation. 35 For what re- 
Speds we may marry or abfiain. 

OW concerning the things whereof ye wrote 
unto me: Jf is good for a man not to touch a 
woman. - 

2 Neverthelefs, fo avozd fornication, let every ma 
have his own wife, and let every woman have her own 
hufband. 

3 Let the hufband render unto the wife duc benevo- 
lence: and likewife alfo the wife unto the huiband. 

4 The wife hath not power of her own body, but 

re ; the 


nara eye pT NE SNR 


juttification and fanétification are not the fame thing, yet they are al- 


ways found ir thefame perfon : for Chrift juttifes none by his blood, * 


whom he does not fanétify by his Spirit. ; 5 ae 
19 Ye are not your own.) As you profefs to be Chriftians, your 

bodies and fouls are God’s property, not only by creation and prefer- 

vation, but by redemption; therefore mult be devoted to his honour 

and fervice. . 

“ Generac Rerrecrrirons on Chap. V. ‘VI. 

Thefe chapters téach us, that we are to avoid all ccrrefpendence with 
wicked men, and to diftinguith ourfelves from them by a holy 
and exemplary life; -alfo, that the fin of uncleannefs feparates 
thofe who commit it from the communion of Chrift, for fuch per- 
fons difhonour their own bodies, which ought to be the temple of 
the Holy Ghoft. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VIL 
2 To avoid fornication, let every man have bis own wife, &c.\_ By 
this plain injunG@ion of the apoltle, polygamy, cr the fin of having 


more wives, or more hufbands at a time than one, is forbidden. zy 
z ao fit] 


Telnet Le 


Duties of the married ftate. 
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the hufband: and likewife alfo the hufband hath not 
power of his own body, but the wife. 

5 Defraud ye not one the other, except it be with 
confent for a time, that ye may give yourfelves to faft- 
ing and prayer; and come together again, that Satan 
tempt you not for your incontinency. 

6 But I fpeak this by permiflion, and not of com- 
mandment. 

7 For I would that all men were even as I myfelf. 
But every man hath his proper gift of God, one after 
this manner, and another after that. 

8 I fay therefore to the unmarried and widows, It is 
good for.them if they abide even as I. . 

9 But if they cannot contain, let them marry: for it 
is better to marry than to burn. 

10 And unto the married I command, yet not I, but 
the Lord, Let not the wife depart from 4ér hufband: 

11 But and if fhe depart, let her remain unmarried, 
or be reconciled to Jer hufband: and let not the hudband 
put away dis wife. 

12 But to the reft fpeak I, not the Lord: If any bro- 
ther hath a wife that believeth not, and fhe be pleafed to 
dwell with him, let him not put her away. 

13 And the woman which hath an hufband that be- 
lieveth not, and if he be pleafed to dwell with her, let 
her not leave him. 

14 For the unbelieving hufband is fanétified by the 
wife, and the unbelieving wife is fanéctified by the huf- 
band: elfe were your children unclean; but now are 
they holy. 

15 But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A 
brother or a fifter is not under bondage in fuch cafes: 
but God hath called us to peace. 

16 For what knoweft thou, O wife, whether thou 
fhalt fave thy hufband? or how knowelt thou, O man, 
whether thou fhalt fave 2y wife? 

17 But as God hath diftributed to every man, as the 
Lord hath called every one, fo let him walk. And fo 
ordain I in all churches. , 

18 Is any man called being circumcifed? let him 
not become uncircumcifed. Is any called in uncircum- 
cifion? let him not be circumcifed. 

ag Circumcifion is nothing, and uncircumcifion is 
nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God. 

20 Let every man abide in the fame calling wherein 
he was called. 

21 Art thon called being a fervant? care not for it: 
but if thou mayef be made free, ufe 7 rather. _ 

22 For he that is called in the Lord, deing a fervant, 
is the Lord’s freeman: likewife alfo he that is called, 
being free, is Chrift’s fervant. 

23 Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the fer- 
vants of men. 

24 Brethren, let every man, wherein he is called, 
therein abide with God. 

25 Now concerning virgins IJ have no command- 
ment of the Lord: yet I give my judgment, as one 
that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful. 

26 I fuppofe therefore that this is good for the pre- 
fent diftre(s, J fay, that it is good for a man fo to be. 

27 Art thou bound untoa wife? feek not to be loofed. 
Art thou loofed from a wife? feek not a wife. 

28 But and ifthou marry, thou haft not finned; and 
if a virgin marry, fhe hath not finned. Neverthelefs 
fuch fhall have trouble in the fiefh: but I fpare you. 

29 But this I fay, brethren, that the time zs fhort: 
it remaineth, that both they that have wives be as 
though they had none ; 

30 And they that weep, as though they wept not; 





10 Unto the married, &c.] Let no difference, even in religion, 
caufe you to feparate from, or live afunder from your hufband. The 
Englifh tranflation by the Jefuits at Bourdeaux corruptly renders it, 
To thofe who are united in the facrament of marriage; which is 
one flagrant proof of its difhonefty. 

28 Shall have trouble in the flea, &c.] In their own perfons, in 
their wives, in their children, and more particularly, when the 
church is under perfecution, 


No. 69. 


CHAP. VIII. 


and they that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not; and 
they that buy, as though they poflefled not; 

31 And they that ufe this world, as not abufing i : 
for the fafhion of this world paffeth away. 

32 But I would have you without carefulnefs. He 
that is unmarried careth for the things that belong ta 
the Lord, how he may pleafe the Lord: 

33 But he that is married careth for the things that 
are of the world, how he may pleafe 47s wite. 

34 There is difference a/fo between a wife and a vir- 

in. The unmarried woman careth for the things of 
the Lord, that fhe may be holy both in body and in 
fpirit: but fhe that is married careth for the things of 
the world, how fhe may pleafe ser huiband. 

35 And this I {peak for your own profic; not that | 
may caftafnare upon you, but forthat which iscomely, 
and that ye may attend upon the Lord without dit- 
traction. 

36 But if any man think that he behaveth himfelf 
uncomely toward his virgin, if fhe pafs the flower of ber 


‘age, and need fo require, let him do what he will, he 


Gnneth nor: let them marry. 
37 Neverthelefs he that ftandeth ftcdfaft in his heart, 
having no neceflity, but hath power over his own will, 


and hath fo decreed in his heart that he will keep his. 


virgin, doeth well. 
38 Sothen he that giveth der in marriage doeth well ; 
but he that giveth er not in marriage doeth better. 
39 The wife is bound by the law as long as her huf— 
band liveth; but if her hufband be dead, fhe is at li- 
berty to be married to whom fhe will; only in the Lord. 
40 But fhe is happier if fhe fo abide, after my judg- 
ment: and I think alfo that I have the Spirit of God. 


CHAP. VHT. 


1 To ab,tain from meats offered to idels, 8 and not to abufe 
our liberty, 11 but to be bridled with charity. 


NS as touching things offered unto idols, we 
know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge 
pufteth up, but charity edifieth. 

2 And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, 
he knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 
ie 3 But if any man love God, the fame is known of 

im. 

4 As concerning therefore the eating of thofe things 
that are offered in facrifice unto idols, we know that an 
idol is nothing in the world, and that there is none 
other God but one. 

5 For though there be that are called gods, whether 
in heaven or in earth, (as there be gods many, and 
lords many,) 

6 But to us ¢here is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jefus 
Chrift, by whom are all things, and we by him. 

7 Howbeit there is not in every man that knowledge: 
for fome with con{fcience of the idol unto this hour eat 
it as a thing offered unto an idol ; and their confcience 
being weak is defiled. 

8 But meat commendeth us not to God: for neither 
if we eat, are we the better ; neither if we eat, are we 
the worfe. 





Charity preferable to knowledge. 
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9 But take heed left by any means this liberty of 


your’s become a ftumbling-block to them thatare weak. 
10 For if any man fee thee which haft knowledge 
fit at meat in the idol’s temple, fhall not the confcience 
of him which is weak be emboldened to eat thofe 
which are offered to idols ; 
11 And through thy knowledge fhall the weak bro- 
ther perifh, for whom Chrift died ? 
12 But 





Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. VIII. 


“St. Paul here gives Chriftians in general this wholefome inftruétion, 


which is adapted to all feafons and all kinds of perfons, namely, 
that our lives are fhort, our continuance here very uncertain, and 
all things fleeting, therefore we ought not to fet our hearts upon 


them. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on. CHAP. VIII. IX. 


Vill. La bu bie.) "es approved of God, 
9 x° EE dae 12 Win 
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12 But when ye fin fo againft the brethren, and 
wound their weak confcience, ye fin againft Chrift. 
13 Wherefore, if meat make my brother to offend, 
I will eat no flefh while thé world ftandeth, left I make 
my brother to offend. 
CHAP. IX. 
1 Paul foeweth his liberty, 7 and that the minifter ought 
to live by the gofpel. 


De A M [not an apoftle? am [ not free? have I not 


' feen Jefus Chrift our Lord? are not ye my work 
in the Lord? 

2 If I be not an apoftle unto others, yet doubtlefs 
{ am to you: for the feal of mine apoftlefhip are ye in 
the Lord. ; 

3 Mine anfwer to them that do examine me is this, 

4 Have we not power to eat and to drink ? 

& Have we not power to lead about a fifter, a wife, 
as well as other apoftles, and as the brethren of the 
Lord, and Cephas ? 

6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to 
forbear working? 

7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? 
who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of the fruit 
thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eatcth not of the 
milk of the flock ? 

8 Say I thefe things as a man? or faith not the law 
the fame alfo? 

9 For it is written in the law of Mofes, Thou fhalt 
not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the 
Doth God take care for oxen ? 

. to Or faith he it altogether for our fakes? For our 
fakes, no doubt, ¢4is is written: that he that ploweth 
fhould plow in hope ; and he that threfheth in hope 
fhould be partaker of his hope. 

11 If we have fown unto you fpiritual things, 7s it 
a great thing if we fhall reap your carnal things? 

12 If others be partakers of t4is power over you, are 
not we rather? MNeverthelefs we have not ufed this 

ower; but fuffer all things, left we fhould hinder the 
gofpel of Chrift. 

-, 13 Do ye not know that they which minifler about 
holy things live of the ‘hings of the temple? and they 
which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? 

14 Even fo hath tne Lord ordained that they which 
preach the gofpel fhould live of the gofpel. 

15 But I have ufed none of thefe things : neither 
have 1 written thefe things, that it fhould be fo done 
unto me: for if were better for me to die, than that any 
man fhould make my glorying void. 

16 For though I preach the gofpel, I have nothing 
to glory of: for neceflity is laid upon me; yea, woe is 
unto me, if I preach not the gofpel! 

17 For if I dothis thing willingly, I have a reward: 
but if againft my will, a difpenfation of the gofpel is 
committed unto me. 

18 What is my reward then? Verily that, when I 
preach the gofpel, I may make the gofpel of Chrift 
without charge, that Labufe not my power in the gofpel. 

19 Vor though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myiclf fervantuntoall,chat I might gain the more. 

zo -ind unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I 





12 When ye fin fo againft the brethren, &c.} When by the eating 
meat facrificed to idols, you thus lay ftumbling-blocks before your bre- 
thren, and wound their confciences, leading them into guilt, and 
hazarding their falvation, you greatly fin againft Chrift, who has re- 
deemed them. . 

1 IX. -§ Have we not power to lead about a fifer, &c.} Have we not 
the fame power that the other apoftles had, to marry a fifter (a wo- 
man whois a Chriftian),: aul lead her about with us in our apoftolical 
travels ? 

- 21 To them that are without law, &c.J St. Paul wifely obferved 
the temper and ftate of the people, their prejudices and attachments, 
ftriving to render himfelf agreeable and acceptable to all, that he might 
by all means fave fome. A $ 

27 A enftaway:} Should be approved or‘difapproved ; fhould in- 
cur blame, by not aéting as a minifter ought to do: the original will 
bear this fenfe. é 


Gengrawt Rertec trons on Chap. VIII IX, 
The apoftie fhews us, that we ought to behave with great prudence 


TVA tronta vee brethren, I would not that 





The apoftle’s right to a maintenance. I. CORINTHIANS. The Fewifh facraments types of ae 


might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, Anno 
as under the law, that I might gain them that are under °O%U 


the law; 

21 To them that are without law, as without law, 
(being not without law to God, but under the law to 
Chritt,) that I might gain them that are without law. 

22 To the weak became I as weak, that I mighe 

ain the weak: I am made all things to all mez, thac £ 
might by all means fave fome. 

23 And thisI do for the gofpel’s fake, that I might 


* be partaker thereof with you. 


24 Know ye not that they which run ina race run 
all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may 
obtain. 

25 And every man that friveth for the maftery is 
temperate in all things. Now thcy do it to obtain a 
corruptible crown ; but we an incorruptible. 

26 I therefore fo run, not as uncertainly; fo fight I, 
not as one that beateth the air: 

27 But I keep under my body, and bring ## into fub- 
jection : left that by any means, when I have preached 
to others, I myfelf fhould be a cafiaway. 

CHAP. N. 

t The Fews’ facraments, 6 are our types, 7 their punifo- 
ments 11 our examples, 21 Vie mitfl not abe the 
Lord’s table. 

ye 
fhould be ignorance, how that all our fathers were 


f under the cloud, and all paffed through the fea; 


2 And were all baptized unto Mofes in the loud 
and in the fea; 

3 And did all eat the fame fpivitual meat; 

4 And did all drink the faine fpiritual drink: for 
they drank of that fpiritual Ruck that followed them: 


H anc that Rock was Chiriit. 


5 But with many of them God was-not well pleafed: 


for they were overthrow: in the wilderness. 


6 Now thefe things were our examples, to the intent 


§ we fhould not lutt afterevil things, as they alo lofted. 


7 Neither be yeidolaters, as cere fome of them; as 


4 it is written, The people fat down to cat and drink, 
# and rofe up to play. 


8 Neither let us commit fornication, as fome of them 


f committed, and feil in one dey three and twenty thou- 
j fand. 


9 Neither let us tempt Chiilt, as fome of them alfo 


tempted, and were deftroyed of ferpents, 


1o Neither murmur ye, as fome of them alfo mur. 


| mured, and were deftroyed of the defiroyer. 


ir Now al} thefe things happened unto them for 


¢ enfamples: and they are written fur our admonition, 
upon whom the ends of the world are come. 


12 Wherefore let him that thiniscih he ftandeth take 


H heed left he fail. 


13 There hath no temptation taken you but fuch as 


is common to man: but Gods faithful, who will noc 
} fufler you to be tempted above that ye are able; but 
) will*with the remptation alfo make a way to cfcape, that 
} ye may be abie to bear 7¢. 


14 Wherefore, my dearly beloved, flee from idolatry. 
15 I {peak as to wife men; judge ye what I fay. 
16 .The 





even with refpeét to lawful things, lef by the ufe of our Chriftian 
liberty, we caufe our weak neighbour to fin: and that we fhould not 
too much indulge the flefh, but puxfte fuch a kind of life as is con- 
fiftent with the precepts of the gofpel, and the example of Chrith aud 
his apoftles. 
COMMENTARY anno NOTES ow CHAP. X. 
z Were all baptized xnto Mofes, &c.) Were all taught by Mofes, 
and under the Mofaic or legal difpenfation. i 

4 Did all drink the fame Spiritual drink, &e.] Of that fpirituat 


! or myfterious rock, which was a ftriking reprefentation of Chrid, the 


rock of ages, the fure foundation of his pcople’s hopes, from whuin 
they derive flreams of bleffings through all the wildernefs of thi, mortal 
life. 

14 Flee from idelatry.) The idolatry hsre cautioned aging, js of 


f a {piritwal nature, vamely, a departure of the heart fom God: the jn- 
} clining, in the affcélions, more to the creature taaimihe Creator, wav 
B is God oyer all, bleffed for ever, . 


aa Les 


-~ 
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Chriftians muft flee idolatry. 


Anno 
DCMINI 
59- 


16 The cup of bleffing which we blefs, is it not. the 
communion of the blood of Chrift? the bread which 
we break, is it not the communion of the body of 
Chrift ? 

17 For we being many are one bread, and one body: 
for we are all partakers of that one bread. 

18 Behold Hrael after the flefh: are not they which 
eat of the facrifices partakers of the altar? 

19 What fay I then? that the idol is any thing, or 
that which is offered in facrifice to idols is any thing? 

20 But I /ay, that the things which the Gentiles fa- 
crifice, they facrifice to devils, and not to God: and I 
would not that ye fhould have fellowfhip with devils. 

21 Ye cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the 
cup of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord’s 
table, and of the table of. devils. : 

22 Do we provoke the Lord to jealoufy? are we 
ftronger than he? 

, 23 All things are lawful for me, but all things are 
not expedient: all things are lawful for me, but all 
things edify not. 

24 Let no man feek his own, but every man ano- 
ther’s wealth. . 

25 Whiatfoever is fold in the fhambles, thaé eat, alk- 
ing no gueftian for confcience fake: 

26 For thecarth zs the Lord’s, and thefulnefs thereof. 

27 If any of them that believe not bid you fo a feaf, 
and yc be difpofed to go ; whatfoever is fet before you, 
eat, afking no qucfticn for confcience fake. 

28 But if any man fay unto you, This is offered in 
facrifice unto idols, eat not for his fake that fhewed it, 
and for confcience fake: for the earth zs the Lord’s, 
and the fulnefs thercof : 

29 Confcience, I fay, not thine own, but of the other: 
for why is my liberty judged of another man’s con- 
{cience ? 

30 Yor if I by grace be a partaker, why am I evil 
fpoken of for that for which 1] give thanks? 

31 Whether therefore ye cat, or drink, or whatfo- 
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God. 

32 Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to 
the Gentiles, nor to the church of God: 

33 Even as J pleafe all men in all things, not feeking 
mine own profit, but the profit of many, that they may 
be faved. 


2 


CHAP. XI. f 
1 Paul exborteth the Corinthians to follow him as he did 

Chrift ; 7 He blameth them for abufes in their religious 

affemblies, 20 and profanation of the Lord's fupper. 

23 Ee remindeth them of the firft inftitution. 

i ye fullowers of me, even as I alfo am of Chrift. 

2 Now 1} praife you, brethren, that ye remember 

mie in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I deli- 
vered fhem to you. ; 

3 But I would have you know, that the head of 
every man is Chrift; and the head of the woman is 
the man; and the head of Chrilt zr God. 

4 Every man praying or prophefying, having dis 
head covered, dithonoureth his head. 

5 But every woman that prayeth or prophefieth with 
fer head uncovered diflionoureth her head: for that is 
even all one as if fhe were fhaven. 

6 For if the woman be not covered, let her alfo be 
fhorn: but if it be a fhame for a woman to be fhorn 
or fhaven, Ict her be covered. 


LL CELT A ae APA A Pa 

24 Let no man fick Ais caves, S&c.] That is, in the exereife of our 
Chriftian bberry, we muft regard rather the edsfication and falvation 
of others, than the gratification of ourfelves. 


Generau Rerrectirons on Chap. X. 


Let us ferioufly confider, that if the antient Jews were punifhed for 
having abufed the favours God had granted them, how much 
mire feverely fhall we be punifhed, if we abufe or contemn thofe 
which we have received, feeing they are far more excellent: 


COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP, Xf, 


7 Glory of God, &c.] The word rendered * glory’’ fignifies both 
a beam; orirradiation, and a Jikenefs, 


CHEAP. he 2 


Rules for divine worhis 

7 For aman indeed ought not to cover is head, for- 
afmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the’ 
woman is the glory of the man. 

8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman 
of the man. 

9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but 
the woman for the man. 

ro For this caufe ought the woman to have powér 
on er head becaufe of the angels. - : 

rr Neverthclefs neither is the man without the wo- 
man, neither the woman without the man, in the Lord. 

12 For as the woman /s of the man, even fo is the 
man alfo by the woman; but all things of God. 

13 Judge in yourfelves: is it comely that a woman 
pray unto God uncovered? «5, 

14 Doth not even nature itfelf teach you, that, ifa 
man have long hair; it is afhame unto him ? : 

15 But if a woman have Jong hair, itisa glory to 
her: for ber hair is given her for a covering. 

16 But if a man feem to be contentious, we have no 
fuch cuftom, neither the churches of God. 

17 Now in this that I declare wzto you I praife you 
not, that ve come together not for the better, but for 
the worfe. : 

18 For farft of all, when ye come together in the 
church, I hear that there be divifions among you; and 
I partly believe it. ; 

19 For there muft be alfo herefies among you, that 
they which are approved may be made manifeft among 


you. 


20 When ye come together therefore into one place, 
this is not to eat the Lord’s fupper. 

21 For in eating every one taketh before offer his 
own fupper: andoncishungry, and anctheris drunken. 

22 Whar? have ye not houfes to cat and to drink in? 
or defpife ye the church of God, and fhame thein that 
have not ? What fhall I fay to you? thalll praife you 
in this? I praife you not. 

23 For 1 have received of the Lord that which alfo, 
I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jefus the fame 
night in which he was betrayed took bread : 

24 And when he had given thanks, he brake st; and 
faid, Take eat: thisis my body, which is broken for 
you: this do in remembrance of me. 

25 After the fame manner alfo he took the cup, when 
he had fupped. faying, This cup is the new teftament in 
my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink 7/, in remem- 
brance of me. 

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this 
cup, ye do fhew the Lord’s death till he come. 

24 Whercfore whofoever fhall eat this bread, and 
drink #his cup of the Lord, unworthily, fhail be guilty 
of the body and blood of the Lord. 

28 Butlet aman examine himfelf, and fo let him cat 
of that bread, and drink of that cup. 

29° For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat- 
eth and drinketh damnation to himfelf, not difccrning 
the Lord’s body. 

30 For this caufe many are weals and fickly among 
you, and many ifleep. 

31 For if we would judge ourfelves, we fhould not, 
be judged. 

32 But when we are judged, we are chaftencd of 
the Lord, that we fhould not be condemned with the 
world, : 

33 Where- 
a eee A TI IE SE LI SIL ET TE 

10 Becaufe of the angels.) Try angels, fome underftand the mini- 
fters of the church: others fuppofe it to mean the evil angels; while 
a third fort will have it to fignify the good angels, who are prefent 
in the affemblies of the faints, and cye-witnelles of their carriage. 

23 0 have recived of the Lord, xc.J He received it not by tra- 
dition from thofe who were before him, but by immediate revelation 
from Chrift himfelf. ' 

26 He that cateth and drinketh urrvorthily, &c.) He that partakes 
of the holy communion in an unworthy, carelefs, or irreverent man- 
ner, will be expofed to temporal judgments, in this life (for that is 
the proper meaning of the word ‘* damnation” in this place), and 
without repentance, eternal mifery in the next, 


GENERAL 
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I. CORINTHIANS. The praifes of charity. 


The diverfity of fpiritual gifts. 


Anno 33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together hath tempered the body together, having given more Anno 
DOMINI for h : of. DOMINE 
to eat, tarry one for another. abundant honour to that part which lacked : 59 


59 


34 And if any man hunger, let him eat at home ; 
that ye come not together unto condemnation. And 
the reft will I fet in order when I come. 

CHAP. XII. 
1 Spiritual gifts, 7 ought to profit. 12 As it is in thena- 
tural body, foin the my/ftical body of Chrift. 
OW concerning fpiritual gifts, brethren, I would 
not have you ignorant. . 

2 Ye know that ye were Gentiles, carricd away unto 
thefe dumb idols, even as ye were lec. 

g Wherefore I give you to underftand, that no man 
fpeaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jefus accurfed : 
and that no man can fay that Jefus is the Lord, but by’ 
the Holy Ghoft. 

4 Now there are diverfities of gifts, but the fame 
Spirit. 

e And there are differences of adminiftrations, but 
the fame Lord. 

6 And there are diverfities of operations, but it is 
the fame God which worketh all in all. 

7 But the manifeftation of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal. 

8 For to one is given by the Spirit the word of wif- 
dom; to another the word of knowledge by the fame 
Spirit 3 

2 To another faith by the fame Spirit ; to another 
the gifts of healing by the fame Spirit ; ; 

10 To another the working of miracles ; to another 
prophecy; to another difcerning of {pirits; to another 
divers kinds of tongues; to another the interpretation 
of tongues: 

r1 But all thefe worketh that one and the felf fame 
Spirit, dividing to every man teverally as ‘he will. 

12 Foras the body is one, and hath many members, 
and all the members of that one body, being many, are 
one bady: {fo alfo zs Chrift. 

13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free ; and have been all made to drink into one 
Spirit. 

oa For the body is not one member, but many. 

15 If the foot fhall fay, Becaufe I am not the hand, 
I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body? 

16 And if the ear fhall fay, Becaufe I am not the 
eye, Iam not of the body; is it therefore not of the 
body? 

7 If the whole body were an eye, where were the 
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where were the 
fmelling? 

18 But now hath God fet the members every one of 
them in the body, as it hath pleafed him. 

19 And if they were all one member, where were 
the body? 

20 But nowarethbey many members, yet but onebody. 

zt And the eye cannot fay unto the hand, I have 
no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet, I have 
no need of you. 

22 Nay, much more thofe members of the body, 
which feem to be more feeble, are neceffary : 

23 And thofe members of the body, which we think 
to be lefs honourable, upon thefe we beftow more abun- 
dant honour ; and our uncomely parts have more abun- 
dant comelinefs. 

24 For our comely parts. have no need: but God 





GeneraL ReFrirections on Chap. XI. 

God punifhed the abufe of the holy fupper, in the time of the apof- 
tles, by ficknefs and death; from whence we may conclude, that 
this facrament is a very holy inftitution, and that they who profane 
it, either by rafhnefs or hypocrify, may expect a moft fevere con- 
demnation. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES ow CHAP. XII, XIII. 

XII. 3 No man fpeaking by the Spirit of God, &c.] No converted or 
enlightened perfon will {peak evil of Jefus: none can ferioufly call 
him Lord, embrace his religion, or fupport the profeffion of ic in 
truth, but by the powerful operation of the Holy Ghoft on his heart. 

28 God bath fet fame in the church, &c.] As God hath placed 
fome members in more eminent ftations in the beady; fo alfo fome 

Chriftians in the chureh, : 


25 That there fhould be no {chifm in the body; but 
that the members fhould have the fame care one for 
another. 

26 And whether one member fuffer, al] the members 
fuffer with it; or one member be honoured, all the 
members rejoice with it. 

27 Now ye are the body of Chrift, and members in 
particular. 

28 And God hath fet fomein the church, firft apof- 
tles, fecondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after chat 
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, 
diverfities of tongues. 

29 Are all apoftles? are all prophets? are all teach- 
ers? are all workers of miracles ? 

go Haveall the gifts of healing ? do all fpeak with 
tongues? do all interpret? 

31 But covet earneftly the beft gifts: and yet thew 
T unto you a more excellent way. 

CHAP. XUI. 

1 All gifts, how excellent fever without charity are no- 
thing worth. 4 The praifes of charity, 13 and its pre- 
SJerence to faith and hope. 

TRS HOUGH I fpeak with the tongues of men 

and of angels, and have not charity, Iam become 
as founding brats, or a tinkling cymbal. 

2 And though I have the gift of prophecy, and un- 
derftand all myiteries, and all knowledge ; and though 
I have all faith, fo that I could remove mountains, and 
have not charity, I am nothing. 

3 And thcugh I beftow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and have nut 
charity, it profiteth me nothing. 

4 Charity fuflereth long, avd is kind; charity envicth 
not; charity vaunteth not itfelf, is not puffed up, 

5 Doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, feeketh not her 
own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no evil ; 

6 Rejoiccth notininiquity, butrejoicethin thetruth; 

7 Beareth all things, believech all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. 

8 Charity never faileth: but whether sere de prophe- 
cies, they fhall fail; whether there be tongues, they 
fhall ceafe; whether there de knowledge, it thall vanith 
away. 

. 9 For we know in part, and we prophefy in part. 

1o But when that which is perfect is come, then that 
which is in part fhall be done away. 

11 When I was a child, I {fpake as a child, J under. 
ftood as a child, 1 thought as a child: but when I be- 
came aman, I put away childith things. 

12 For now we fee through a glafs, darkly; but then 
face to face: now I know in part; but then fhall 1 know 
even as alfo | am known. 

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, thefe three; 
but the greateft of thefe is charity. 

CHAP. XIV. 
1 Prophecy commended, 2, 3, 4 and preferred before tongues. 
OLLOW after charity, and defire {piritual gifts, 
but rather that ye may prophefy. 

2 For he that fpeaketh in an uzdnown tongue fpeaketh 
not untomen, but untoGod: for no man underftandeth 
him: howbeit in the fpirit he fpeaketh mytterics. 

3 But he that prophefieth fpeaketh unto men fo edi- 
fication, and exhortation, and comfort. 

4 He 





XII. 4 Charity fuffereth long, &c.] The word here tranflated 
** charity,”’ is love, in the Greek ; by which we are to underftand, a 
principle of divine love implanted in the heart, the proper effects of 
which are meeknefs, humility, modefty, patience, heavenly minded- 
nefs, a charitable, unfufpicious, unenvious difpofition ; witkout fome 
or all of which qualities no perfon is intitled to be ftyled a Chriltian, 
whereof thefe graces of the Spirit are the true and indifpenfible cha- 
racteriftics, and will flourifh for ever in heaven. . 

Generar ReFrrectrions on Chap. XII. XIII. 
‘We learn from hence, that all fpiritual gifts and grates procced 
from the Holy Ghoit: but that without a fincere and unfeigned 
lave to God, joincd to a meck, peaceable, and merciful fpirit, all 

other gifts are unprefitable and of no account in the fight of God. 

3 COMMENTARY 





Anno 
DOWNI 


59- 


Prophefying commended. 






He that fpeaketh in an waknown tongue edifieth 
himfelf; but he that prophefieth edifieth the church. 

5 I would that ye all fpake with tongues, but rather 
that ye prophefied: for greater zs he that prophefieth 
than he that fpeaketh with tongues, except he interpret 
that the church may receive edifying. 

6 Now, brethren, if l come unto you {peaking with 
tongues, what fhall I profit you, except I fhall fpeak 
to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by 
prophefying, or by doétrine ? 

7 And even things without life giving found, whe- 
ther pipe or harp, except they give a diftinction in the 
founds, how fhall it be known what is piped or harped? 

& For if the trumpet give an uncertain found, who 
fhall prepare himfelf to the battle? 

9 So likewife ye, cxcept ye utter by the tongue words 
eafy to be underfivod, how fhall it be known what is 
fpoken ? for ye fhall {peak into the air. 

1o There are, it may be, fo many kinds of voices 
in the world, and none of them ‘sr without fignification. 

ir Therefore if | know not the meaning of the 
voice, I fhall be unto him that fpeaketh a barbarian, 
and he that fpeaketh /ba/l be a barbarian unto me. 

12 Even fo ye, forafmuch as ye are zealous of fpi- 
ritual gifts, feck that ye may excel to the edifying of 
the church. 

13 Wherefore let him that fpeaketh in an uxzknown 
tongue pray thac he may interpret. 

14 For if I pray in an unkown tongue, my {pirit 
prayeth, but my underitanding is unfruitful. 

1g Whatis it then? I will pray with the fpirit, and I 
will pray with the underitanding alfo: I will fing with 
the fpirit, and I willfing with the underftanding alfo. 

16 Ele when thou fhalt blefs with the fpirit, how 
fhall he that occupieth the room of the unlearned fa 
Amen at thy giving of thanks, feeing he underftandeth 
not what thou fayeft? 

17 For thou verily giveft thanks well, but the other 
is not edified. 

18 1 thank my God, I fpeak with tongues more 
than ye all: | 

19 Yet in the church I had rather fpeak five words 
with my underftanding, that by my voice I might teach 
others alfo, than ten thoufand words in an unknown 
tongue. 

20 Brethren, be not children in underftanding: how- 
beit in malice be ye children, but in underftanding be 
men. 

21 In the lawit is written, With mez of other tongues 
and other lips will I {peak unto this people; and yet 
for all that will they not hear me, faith the Lord. . 

22 Wherefore tongues are for a fign, not to them 
that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophe- 
tying ferveth not for them that believe not, but for them 
which believe, 

23 If therefore the whole church be come together 
into one place, and all fpeak with tongues, and there 
come in thofe that are unlearned, or unbelievers, will 


‘they not fay that ye are mad? 


24 Lut if all prophefy, and there come in one that 
believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, 
he is judged of all: 

2s And thus are the fecrets of his heart made mani- 
feft; and fo falling down on dis face he will worfhip 
God, and report that God is in you of a truth. 

26 Mow isit then brethren ? when ye come toge- 
ther, cvery one of you hath a pfalm, hath a doétrine, 
hath a tongue, hath a revelation, hath an interpreta- 
tion. Let all things be done unto edifying. 





COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XIV. 


5 Rather that ye propbeficed, &c.] That is, that ye preached or 
jnterpreted the holy feripture, by doétrinally expounding to the 
people thofe matters of faith and abedience which are recorded in the 

ofpel. 

: 2 In the law it is cwritten, &¢,] See Jfaiahb xxviii. 11. and 
Deut. xxvii. 49- 

29 Let the prophets fpeak two or three, &e.] Not two or three at 

once, bur fucceflively. 
No, 69. 


CHAP. XV. 

















27 If any man fpeak in an unknown tongue, Jct it be _Annoj 


by two, or at the moft dy three, and that by courfe; and 
let one interpret. 

28 But if there be no interpreter, let him keep 
filence in the church; and let him fpeak to himfelf, 
and to God. 

29 Let the prophets fpeak two or three, and let the 
other judge. . ; 

30 If any thing be revealed to another that fitteth 
by, let the firft hold his peace. 

31 For ye may all prophefy one by one, that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted. 

32 And the fpirits of the prophets are fubjeét to the 
prophets. 

33 For God is not the author of confufion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the faints. 

34 Let your women keep filence in the churches: 
for it isnot permitted unto them to fpeak; but they are 
commanded to be under obedience, as alfo {faith the law. 

35 And if they will learn any thing, let them afk 
their hufbands at home: for it is a fhame for women 
to {peak in the church, 

36 What? came the word of God out from you? 
or came it unto you only? . 

37 Ifany man think himfelf to be a prophet, or fpi. 
ritual, let him acknowledge that the things that I write 
unto you are the commandments of the Lord. 

38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant, 

39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophefy, and 
forbid not to fpeak with tongues. 

40 Let all things be done decently and in order, 

CHAP. XV. 
1 From the truth of Chrift’s refurreGion Paul inferreth 
the neceffity of our own. 
OREOVER, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gofpel which I preached unto you, which alfo 
ye have received, and wherein ye ftand ; 

2 By which alfo ye are faved, if ye keep in memory 
what I preached unto you, unlefs ye have believed in 
vain. 

3 For I delivered unto you firft of all that which I 
alfo received, how that Chrift died for our fins accords 
ing to the fcriptures ; ; 

And that he was buried, and that he rofe again 
the third day according to the fcriptures: 

5 And that he was feen of Cephas, then of the 


_ twelve: 


6 After that he was feen of above five hundred bre- 
thren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto 
this prefent, but fome are fallen afleep. 

7 After that, he was feen of James; then of all the. 
apoftles. 

8 And:laft of all he was feen of me alfo, as of one 
born out of due time. 

9 For 1 am the leaft of the apofiles, that am not 
meet to be called an apoftle, becaufe J perfecuted the 
Church of God. 

10 But by the grace of God 1 am what I am: and 
his grace which was befewed upon me was not in vain; 
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not 
I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

x1 Therefore whether zt were I or they, fo we preach, 
and fo ye believed. ‘ 

12 Now if Chrift be preached that he rofe from the 
dead, how fay fome among you that there is no refur- 
rection of the dead? 

13 But if there be no refurrection of the dead, then 


is Chrift not rifen : 
14 And 


SN a ee 
34 Let your women kecp filence, &c.} The women ase here for= 
bidden to teach or prophefy in the public aflemblies, bur are not pros 
hibited from joining with the congregation in finging of pfalms and 
prayer. 
GeneraLt Rerrectrons on Chap. XIV, : 
It is of the utmoft moment to communicate to the people a clear 
knowledge of the truths which God has revealed to us, and for tha¢ 
purpofe to explain the fcripture familiarly and intelligibly, to the 


inftru€tion and edification of the whole church. 
92 COMMENTARY 


The truth of Chrift’s refurreétion.| 
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The manner of the refurrection, I. CORINTHIANS. The change in our bodies at the laft day. 
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14 And if Chrift be not rifen, then zs our preaching 
vain, and your faith zs alfo vain. 

15 Yea, and we are found falfe witnefles of God; 
becaufe we have teftified of God that he raifed up Chrift: 
whom he raifed not up, if fo be that the dead rife not. 

16 Forif the dead rife not, then is not Chrift raifed: 

17 And if Chrift be not raifed, your faith 7s vain ; 
ye are yet in your fins. 

18 Then they alfo which are fallen afleep in Chrift 
are perifhed. : 

19 If in this life only we have hope in Chrift, we 
are of all men moft miferable. 

20 But now is Chrift rifen from the dead, and be- 
come thé firftfruits of them that flept. 

21 For fince by man came death, by man came alfo 
the refurreétion of the dead. 

22 For as in Adam all die, even fo in Chrift fhall 
all be made alive. 

23 But every man in his own order: Chrift the firft- 
fruits; afterward they that are Chrift’s at his coming. 

24 Then cometh the end, when he fhall have de- 
livered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when 
he fhall have put down all rule and all authority and 
power. 

25 For he muft reign, till he hath put all enemics 
under his feet. 

26 The laft enemy ¢hat fhall be deftroyed zs death. 

27 For he hath put all-things under his feet. But 
when he faith, all things are put under dim, it 7s ma- 
nifeft that he is excepted, which did put all things un- 
der him. 

28 And when all things fhall be fubdued unto him, 
then fhall the Son alfo himfelf be fubjeét unto him that 
put all things under him, that God may be all in all. 

29 Elfe what. fhall they do which are baptized for 
the dead, if the dead rife not at all ? why are they 
then baptized for the dead? 

30 And why fland we in jeopardy every hour? 

31 1 protelt by your rejoicing which I have in Chrift 
Jefus our Lord, I die daily. 

32 If after the manner of men I have fought with 
beafts at Ephefus, what advantageth it me, if the dead 
rife not? Jet us eat and drink; for to morrow we die. 

33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt 


.good manners. 


34 Awake to righteoufnefs, and fin not; for fome 
have not the knowledge of God: I fpeak this to your 
dkame. | 

35 But fome man will fay, How are the dead raifed 
up? and with what body do they come? 

36 Thou fool, that which thou fowelft is not quick- 
ened, except it die: 

37 And that which thou foweft, thou foweft not 
that body that fhall be, but bare grain, it may chance 
of wheat, or of fome other grain: 

38 But God giveth it a body as it hath pleafed him, 
and to every feed his own body. 

39 All flcth is not the fame flefh: but there is one 
kind of flefh of men, another fiefh of beafts, another of 
tithes, avd another of birds. 

40 There are alfo ccleftial bodies, and bodies terref- 
trial: but the glory of the celeftal is one, and the glory 
of the terreftrial zs another. 

41 There is one glory of the fun, and another glory 
of the moon, and another glory of the ftars: for one ftar 
differeth from avother far in glory. 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XV. 

17 Ye are yet in your fins.) 1f Chrift be not rifen, ye have then ne 
evidence of God’s having accepted Chrift’s mediation for you; nor 
xonfequently of your being juttified through the Redeemer. 

"22 als in Adam all die, &c.) Were made liable to temporal, fpi- 
ritual, and eternal death, which they are delivered from by Chrift 

efus, 
: 30 HW by fiand we in jeopardy, &c.] Why are we in continual dan- 
ger of being put to death by our perfecuting enemies ? 

* 44 Jt is forun a natural body, &c.] By “a natural body,” we are 
to underftand a body fitted to this fenfible and material world ; and by 
‘+a fpiritual body,” fuch a one as is accommodated to a fpiritual ftate 


42 So alfo zs the refurrettion of the dead. 
fown in corruption ; it is raifed in incorruption : 

43 Itisfown in difhononr 3 it is raifed in glory: it 
is fown in weaknefs; it is raifed.in power: 

44 It is fown a natural body; it 1s raifed a fpiritual 
body. There isa natural! bocly, and there is a {piritual 
body. 

45 And foit is written, The firftt man Adam was 
made a living fon); the laft Adam was made a quick- 
ening fpirit. 

46 Howbeit that was not firft which is fpirirual, but 
that which is natural; and afterward that which is 
fpiritual. 

47 The firft man is of the carth, earthy : the fecond 
man 7s the Lord from heaven. 

48 Asis the earthy, fuch are they alfo that are earthy: 
and as zs the heavenly, fuch are they alfo that are 
heavenly. 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, 
we {hall alfo bear the image of the heavenly. 

50 Now this I fay, brethren, that fleth and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption. 

51 Behold, I fhew youa myftery ; We fhall not all 
fleep, but we fhall all be changed, 

52 Ina moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
laft trump: for the trumpet fhall found, and the dead 
fhall be raifed incorruptible, and we fliall be changed. 

53 For this corruptible mufl put on incorruption, 
and this mortal mz/? put on immortality. 

54 So when this corruptibdle fhall have put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal hall have put on immortality, 
then fhall be brought to pafs the faying that is written, 
Death is fwallowed up in victory. 

55 O death, where és thy fting? O grave, where is 
thy victory? 

56 The fting of death is fin; and the firength of 
fin zs the law. 

57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jefus Chriit. 

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye ftedfatt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, forafmuch as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. 


CHAP. XVI. 


1 The brethren’s wants muft be relieved. 10 Timothy com- 


mended. 13 Friendly admonitions. 
.Y OW concerning the collection for the faints, as 
I have given order to the churches of Galatia, 
even fo do ye. 

2 Upon the firft day of the week let every one of 
you lay by him in ftore, as God hath profpered him, 
that there be no gatherings when I come. 

3 And when I come, whomfoever ye fhall approve 
by your letters, them will I tend to bring your liberality 
unto Jerufalem, 

4 And if it be meet that I go alfo, they fhall go 
with me, 

5 Now I will come unto you, when I fhall pafs 
through Macedonia: for 1 do pafs through Mace- 
donia. 

6 And it may be that I will abide, yea, and winter 
with you, that ye may bring me on my journey whi- 
therfoever I go. : 

7 For Iwill not fee-you now by the way; but I truft 
to tarry a while with you, if the Lord permit. a 

8 Bue 





in an invifible world, to fuch a life as the faints and angels lead in 
heaven. 

54 Death is fwallowed up in vifory.| Death will, in that pure 
flare, be properly fubdued and daitroyed; and fo happy a flate intro- 
dueed, that it conld not be known that death had ever any place or 
power among Chrift’s fubjects at all. 


Generat Rerrectrrons on Chap. XV. 


Seeing we live in expeétation of fuch a glorious and incorruptible fate, 
we ought to perfeét holine(s in the fear of God ; fo that by a life of 
faith and piety we may be made meet to partake of the refurreétion 


of the juft. 
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8 But f will tarty at Ephefus until Pentecoft. 

g Yor a great door and effectual is opencdl unto me, 
and there are many adverfarics. 

10 Now if Timotheus come, fee that he may be 
with you without fear: for he workcth the work of 
the Lord, as I alfo cdo. 

11 iset no man therefore defpife him: but condué& 
him forth in peace, that he may come unto me: for I 
looks for him with the brethren, 

12 As touching ovr brother Apollos, Tt greatly de- 
fired him to come unto you with the brethren : but his 
will was not at all to come at this time; but he will 
come when he thall have convenient time. 

13 Watch ye, ftand faft in the faith, quit you like 
men, be ftrong. 

14 Let all your things be done with charity. 

151 befeech you, brethren, (ye know the houfe of 
Stephanas, that it is the firfifruits of Achaia, and that 
they have addicted themfelves to the miniftry of the 
faints,) 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


8 7 «vill tarry at Ephefus until Pentecoft.) ‘This indicates that 
St. Paul was now at Ephefus ; confequently the infcription at the 
end, that this cpiftle was written from Philippi, is not authentic, 
but prefumptuouily made, and imprudently retained, as it is probable 
mot of thefe additions were. 

22 If aay man loxe not the Lord Fefus Chrift, &c.] If any man 
do either oppofe Chrift or his gofpel, or apoitatize and backflide 
from his holy profeffion, and thereby difcover he had no fincere love 





@' 





CHAP. XVI 





pone 


16 That ye fubmit yourfelves unto fuch, and to, Anno, 
every one that helpeth with ws; and laboureth. an 


17 Lam glad of the coming of Stephanas and For- 
tunatus and Achaicus: for that which was lacking on 
your part they have fupplied. 

18 For they have refrefhed my fpirit and your’s: 
therefore acknowdedge ye them that are fuch. 

19 The churches of Afia falute you. Aquila and 
Prifcilla falute you much in the Lord, with the church 
that is in their houfe. 

20 All the brethren greet you. 
other with an holy kifs. . 

21 The falutation of me Paul with mine own hand. 

22 If any man love not the Lord Jefus Chrift; let 
him be Anathema Maran-atha. 

23 The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you. 

24 My love de with you all in Chritt Jefus. Amen. 

G The firft epifle to the Corinthins was written 

from Philippi by Stephanas, and Fortunatus, 
and Achaicus, and ‘Yimotheus. 


Greet ye one an- 





for Chrift, let him be accurfed till the Lord comes to judgment. 
The Greek word *€ Anathema” fignifies; Execrable; the Syriac 
word Maran-atha, is a compound of Maran; Lord; and Atha, He 
cometh. 
Generat Reriectrions on Chap. XVI. 
The falutations at the end of this epiftle thew, that there ought to 
be a moft ftrift communion among the churches and Chriftians of 
_ all parts; that all Chriftians love one another affectionately, and 
that the true minifters of the Lord fhould never ceufe to pray for 
_ their people. 


Ss 








The Second Epiftle of PAUL to the CORINTHIANS. 








THE ARGUMENT. 


Lhe intention of St. Paul in this fecond epiftle, was, to vindicate his perfon and miniftry from divers afperfions and 
calumnies caft upon them by the falfe apoftles, and to put an end to the contentions and diforders which bad arifen in 


the church of Corinth. 


It was written in Macedonia, within a year after the former, and delivered to the care of 


Titus, who was repairing to Corinth, to forward the colleCtion intended for the poor Chrijtians in Judea, which the 


apofile further urges with admirable addrefs. 





—————————— 


CHAP. I. 
3 The apoftle encourageth them againft troubles, 15 and 
excufeth bis not coming to them. . 


Anne AUL, an apoftle of Jefus Chrift by the will of 
BO MINI God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church 
for 


of God which is at Corinth, with ail the faints 
which are in all Achaia : 

2 Grace de to you and peace from God our Father 
and from the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

3 Blefled 4e God, even the Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, the Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort 5 

4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that 
we may be able to comfort them which are in any 
trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourfelves are 
comforted of God. : 

5 For as the fufferings of Chrift abound in us, fo 
our confolation alfo aboundeth by Chrift. 

6 And whether we be afflicted, it is for your confola- 
tion and falvation, which is effeétual in the enduring 
of the fame fufferings which wealfo fuffer: or whether 
we be comforted, i¢ 7s for yourconfolationand falvation. 

7 And our hope of you is ftedfatt, knowing, that as 
ye are partakers of the fufferings, fo fhall ye be alfo of 
the confolation. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. LIL 
I. 4 Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, &c.]  Thefe words 
are the genuine overflowing of a heart which rejoiced in the corfola- 
tions of the pofpel, felt by itfelf, and communicated to others. 


8 For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant 


The conclufion. 





59s 


Anno 


of our trouble which came to us in Afia, that we were POM 


preffed out of meafure, above ftrength, infomuch that 
we defpaired even of life: 

9 But we had the fentence of death in ourfelves, that 
we fhould not truft in ourfelves, but in God which 
raifeth the dead: . 

10 Who delivered us from fo great a death, and 
doth deliver: in whom we truft that he will yet de- 
liver us; 

11 Ye alfo-helping together by prayer for us, that 
for the gift beflowed upon vis by the means of many 
perfons thanks may be given by many on our behalf. 

12 For our rejoicing is this, the teftimony of our 
confcience, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity, not 
with fiefhly wifdom, but by the grace of God, we have 
had our converfation in the world, and more abun- 
dantly to you-ward. As 

13 For we write none other things unto you, than 
what ye read or acknowledge; and I truft ye fhall ac- 
knowledge even to the end; _ ; 

14 As alfo ye have acknowledged us in part, that 
we are your rejoicing, even as ye alfo are our’s in the 
day of the Lord Jefus. : 

15 And in this confidence I was minded to come 

unto 

pT 
ri For the gift beftowed npon usmthanks may be given, &c.] 
That many may join with us in returning thanks for thefe mira- 
culous endowments which were lodged with me, for the benefit of 


many. 
* 20 Tra, 


On 


DOMINI 
So,. 


unto you before, that ye might have a fecond benefit 5 

16 And to pafs by you into Macedonia, and to come 
again out of Macedonia unto you, and of you to be 
brought on my way toward Judea. 

17 When I therefore was thus minded, did I ufe 
lightnefs? or the things that I purpofe, do I purpofe 
according to the flefh, that with me there fhould be 
yea yea, and nay nay ? 

18 But as God is true, our word toward you was 
not yea and nay. 

sy For the Son of God, Jefus Chrift, who was 
preached among you by us, even by me and Silvanus 
and Timotheus, was not yeaand nay, butin him was yea. 

20 For all the promifes of God in him are yea, and 
in him Amen, unto the glory of God by us. 

21 Now he which ftablifheth us with you in Chrift, 
and hath anointed us, zs God; 

22 Who hath alfo fealed us, and given the earneft 
of the Spirit in our hearts. 

23 Moreover J call God for a record upon my foul, 
that to {pare you I came not as yet unto Corinth. 

24 Not for that we have dominion over your faith, 
but are helpers of your joy: for by faith ye ftand. 

CHAP. I. 
1 The reafonof his not coming. 6 Of the excommunicate 
perfon. 12 Paul cometh to Troas. 
Bu I determined this with myfelf, that I would 
not come again to you in heavinefs. 

2 Forif I make you forry, who is he then that maketh 
me glad, but the fame which is made forry by me? 

3 And 1 wrote this fame unto you, left, when I came, 
I fhould have forrow from them of whom I ought to 
rejoice; having confidence in you all, that my joy is 
the joy of you all. 

4 For out of much affliction and anguifh of heart I 
wrote unto you with many tears; not that ye fhould be 
grieved, but that ye might know the love which I have 
snore abundantly unto you. 

5 But if any have caufed grief, he hath not grieved 
me, but in part: that I may not overcharge you all. 

6 Sufficient to fuch a man 7s this punifhment, which 
was inflicted of many. 

7 So that contrariwife ye ough: rather to forgive bin, 
and comfort im, left perhaps fuch a one fhould be 
fwallowed up with overmuch forrow. 

8 Wherefore I befeech you that ye would confirm 
your love toward him. 

9 For to this end alfo did I write, that I might know 
the proof of you, whether ye be obedient in all things. 

ro To whom ye forgive any thing, I forgrve alfo: 
for if I forgave any thing, to whom | forgave it, for 
your fakes forgave J it in the perfon of Chrift ; 

11 Left Satan fhould get am advantage of us: for 
we are not ignorant of his devices. 

2 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach 
Chrift’s gofpel, and a door was opened unto me of the 
Lord, 

13 I had no reft in my fpirit, becaufe I found not 
Titus my brother: but taking my leave of them, I 
went from thence into Macedonia. 

14 Now thanks de unto God, which always caufeth 
us to triumph in Chrift, and maketh manifeft the fa- 
vour of his knowledge by us in every place. 

15 For we are unto God a {weet favour of Chrift, 
in them that are faved, and in them that periih: 





20 Tea, and—Amen, &c.] Sure, infallible, and to be depended 
upon. 

I Zl. 6 Sufficient to fuch a man is this punifbment, &c.) The great 
tendernefs the apoftle ufes to this offender, in neither mentioning his 
name or crime, is very obfervable. 

315, 16 We are unto Ged a feveet favour of Chrift, &c.] God is, 
as it were, delighted with the incenfe of his name and gofpel, as 
diffufed by us, both with refpe&t to them who believe and are faved, 
and to them who, through unbelief, perifh in their fins. 

“a9 Which corrupt the word of God, &c.] Who adulterate the 
word, as the falfe teachers did by their own inventions-and imagi- 
nations, 
: Generat Rerrect3ons on Chap. J. IL, 

Both minifters and people are taught to fpeak and a@ with a fpisit 

- of candous, zcal, humility, and charity; and that the true mi- 


a 
Paul sxcufeth his not coming to Corinth. 11. CORINTHIANS. The excellency of the gofpel miniftry. 





16 To the one we are the favour of death unto Anno 
death; and to the other the favour of life unto life. ee 


And who 7s fuflicient for thefe things? 

17 For we are not as many, which corrupt the word 
of God: but as of fincerity, but as of God, in the fight 
of God fpeak we in Chriit. 

CHAP. I. 
1 The commendation of Paul's minifiry. 6 He proveth the 
Superior excellency of the gofpel minifiry to that of the lace. 
O we begin again to commend ourfelves? or 
need we, as fome others, epiftles of commendation 
to you, or /etters of commendation from you? 

2 Ye are our epiftle written in our hearts, known 
and read of all men: 

3 Forafimuch as ye are manifeilly declared to be the 
epiftle of Chrilt miniftered by us, written not with ink, 
but with the Spirie of the living God; not in tables of 
ftone, but in flefhly tables of the heart. 

4 And fuch truft have we through Chrift to God- 
ward : 

5 Not that we are fuflicient of ourfelves to think any 
thing as of ourfelves: but our fufliciency 7s of God; 

6 Who alfo hath made us able minifters of the new 
teftament; not of the letter, but of the fpirit: for the 
letter killeth, but the fpirit giveth life. 

7 But if the miniftration of death, written a7d en- 
graven in ftones, was glorious, fo that the children of 
Ifrael could not itedfattly behold the face of Mofes for 
the glory of his countenance; which glory was to be 
done away: 

8 How fhall not the miniftration of the fpirit be 
rather glorious ? 

9 Forif the miniflration of condemnation be glory, 
much more doth the miniftration of righteoufnels ex- 
ceed in glory. 

10 For even that which was made glorious had no 
glory in this refped, by reafon of the glory thatexcelleth. 

14 For if that which was done away was glorious, 
much more that which remaineth zs glorious. 

12 Secing then that we have fuch hope, we ufe great 
plainnefs of fpeech: 

139 And not as Mofes, eich put a vail over his face, 
that the children of Ifrael could not ftedfaftly look to 
the end of that which is abolifhed: 

14 But their minds were blinded: for until this day 
remaineth the fame vail untaken away in the reading of 
the old teftament; which vai/ is done away in Chrift. 

15 But even unto this day, when Mofes is read, the 
vail is upon their heart. 

16 Neverthelefs when it fhall turn to the Lord, the 
vail fhall be taken away. . 

17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and whcre the Spirit 
of the Lord és, there zs liberty. 

18 But weal], with open face beholding as ina glafs 
the glory of the Lord, and changed into the faine image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

CHAP. IV. 

1 The commendation cf Paul’s minifiry. 6 A comparison 
between the minijiers of the lave and of the gofpel. 
“HEREFORE feeing we have this minitry, as 

we have received mercy, we faint not; 

2 Buthaverenounced the hidden things of difhonefty, 
not walking in craftinefs, nor handling the word of God 
deceitfully ; but by manifeftation of the truth com- 

mending 





niflers of Chrift are never more glad than when they can fpread the 
knowledge of God; but they always attribute to the eflicacy of 
divine grace all the good fuccefs they meet with. é 


COMMENTARY axvo NOTES ox CHAP, HLIV. 


Ill, 3 Ye are—the cpiftle of Chrift, &c.} The power and effi- 
cacy of the gofpel, imprinted inwardly in the very heart and foul, 
all evident teftimonies of the truth of it, which is alfo difplayed in 
your lives and converfation among men. 

18 We all, with open face] This paffage Should be rendered, We 
are contemplating the glory of the Lord {fhining forth) with an un- 
vailed face. on 

From glory to glory, &c.] Meaning, that the Spirit of the Lord, 
working In us, while we are in the way of duty, transfor.ns us, by 
increafing degrees of holinefs, into the image of God, a 

z - 


CHAP. V. VI. The end of Chrift’s dying for all. 


thing is God, who alfo hath given unto us the earneft Anno 
of the Spirit. DOMINI 


Paul's aif rance of a bleffed immortahty. 








_ Anno mending ourfelves to every man’s confeience in the 


et fight of God. 


3 But if our gofpel be hid, itis hid to them that 
are loft : . 

4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, left the light of the 
glorious gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, 
fhould fhine unto them, 

5 For we preach not ourfelves, but Chrift Jefus the 
Lord; and ourfelves your fervants for Jefus’ fake. 

6 For God, whe commanded the light to fhine out 
of darsxnefs, hath fhined in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jefus Chrift. 

7 But we have this treafure in earthen veffels, that 
the excellency of the power may be of God, and not 
of us. 

8 Weare troubled on every fide, yet not diftrefled ; 
we are perplexed, but not in defpair ; 

9 Perfecuted, but not forfaken ; caft down, but not 
dettroyed ; 

to Always bearing about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jefus, that the life alfo of Jefus might be 
made manifefl in our body. 

‘ a1 For we which liveare alway delivered unto death 
for Jefus’ fake, that the life alfo of Jefus might be made 
mantfeft in our mortal flefh. , 

22 So then death worketh in us, but life in you. 

13. We having the fame fpirit of faith, according as 
it is written, I believed, and therefore have I fpoken; 
we alfo believe, and therefore fpeak ; 

14 Knowing that he which raifed up the Lord Je- 
fus fhall raife up us alfo by Jefus, and fhall prefent ws 
with you. 

15 For all things are for your fakes, that the abun- 
dant grace might through the thankfgiving of many 
redound to the glory of God. . 

16 For which caufe we faint not; but though our 
outward man perifh, yet the inward maz is renewed 
day by day. 

17 For our light affiction, which is but for a mo- 


ment, worketh for us a far more exceeding and eter~ | F 


nal weight of glory ; 


18 While we look not at the things which are feen, [- 


but at the things which are not feen: for the things 
which are feen are temporal; but the things which 
are not feen are eternal, 

CHAP. V. 
i Paul declareth that in affured hope of a bleffed immorta- 


lity hereafter be was indifferent to life, and laboured } 


only to approve himfelf to Chrift. 
EF OR we know that if our earthly honfe of this ta- 
bernacle were diflolved, we have a building of 


God, an houfe not made with hands, eternal in the | 


heavens. 
2 For in this we groan, earneftly defiring to be 
* cloathed upon with our houfe which is from heaven : 

3 If fo be that being clothed we fhall not be found 
naked. 

4 For we that are in ¢bis tabernacle do groan, being 
burdened: not for that we would be unclothed, but 
ee upon, that mortality might be fwallowed up 
of life. 

5 Now he that hath wrought us for the felf-fame 


a 
4. The god of this world, &c.] The devil. 


* 6 Ged—hath Joined in our hearts, &c.}] Hath manifefted his glory . 


the fecond time, no lefs confpicuoufly in our redemption. 

15 All things are for your fakes, &c.] All the troubles, dangers, and 
deliverances, we experience, turn to your advantage: if we die, it is to 
confirm you by our fufferings; if we be delivered, it is for God's glory 
and your profit. 

Generar Rerretirons on Chap. ULIV, 

We learn from hence, that the doétrines of Chriftianity, in giving us 
a more perfect knowledge ofthe mind and will of God by Jefus Chrift, 
are more glorious than the Jaw ; and that they who partake of the 
fufferings of Chrift, hall likewife fhure in his refurrection, life, and 

Jory. 

eCOMMENT ARY ang NOTES on CHAP. V.VI, 

Ye 5 She carnef} of the Spirit.]* ‘The implantation of the Spirit in 

: Q 79. . 





6 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that, 
whilft we are at home in the body, we are abfent from. 
the Lord: 

7 (For we walk by faith, not by fight :) 

8 We are confident, f fay, and willing rather to be 
abfent from thebody, and to be prefent with the Lord. 


6o. 


9 Wherefore we labour, that, whether prefent or 


abfent, we may be accepted of him. 

10 For we muft all appear before the judgment feat 
of Chrift; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, aceording to that he hath done, whether 
it be good or bad. 

11 Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we 
perfuade men ; but we are made manifeft unto God ; 
and I truft alfo are made manifeit in your confciences.. 

12 For wecommend not ourfelves again unto you, 
but give you occafion to glory on our behalf, that ye 
may have fomewhat to an/wer them which glory in 
appearance, and not in heart. mo 

13 For whether webe befide ourfelves, it7s to God = 
or whether we be fober, # is for your caufe. 

14 For the love of Chrift conftraineth us; becaufe 
we thus judge, thatif ane died for all, then were all dead: 

15 And ‘bat he died for all, that they which live 
fhould not henceforth live unto themfelves, but unta 
him which died for them, and rofe again. 

16 Wherefore henceforth know we no man after 
the flefh: yea, though we have known Chrifl after the 
lefh: yet now henceforth know we dim no more. 

17 Therefore if any man ée in Chrift, be isa new 
creature: old things are pafled away; behold, all 


‘things are become new. 


18 And all things are of God, who hath reconciled 
us to himfelf by Jefus Chrift, and hath given to us tho 
miniftry of reconciliation ; 

1g To wit, that God was in Chrift, reconciting the 
world unto himfelf, not imputing their trefpaffes unto 
them; and hath committed. ynto us the word of re- 
conciliation, 

20 Now then we are ambaffadors for Chrift, as 


‘though God did befeech you by us: we pray you in 


Chrift’s ftead, be ye reconciled to God, 
21 For he hath made him #o be fin for us, who. 


‘knew no fin; that we might he made the righteouf 


nefs of God in him. 
CHAP. VI, 
1 Paul's faithfulnefs in the minifiry. 14 Exbertations ta 
avoid all idolatry. 
E then, as workers together with him, befeech 
\ V you alfo that y¢ receive not the grace of God. 
in vain. 

2 (For he faith, Ihave heard thee in a time accepted, 
andin the day of falvation have J fuccoured thee: be~ 
hold, now 7s the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of falvation.) 

g Giving no offence in any thing, that the minifiry 
be not blamed ; 

4 But in all chings approving ourfelves as the mini-~ 
fters of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in ne-~ 
ceflities, tn diftreffes, 

5 Inftripes, in imprifonments,in tumults, in labours, 
in watchings, in faftings ; 


sear eat oh ck See eae Oey 


the foul is frequently fpoken of in feripture as the earneft or pledge of a 
glorious immortality: for ‘if any man haye-nor the Spirit (or mind) 
of Chrift, he is none of his. 

8 And to be prefentewith rhe Lord.] This overthrows the opinion that 
the foul flceps during the intermediate ftate, as it intimates, that pious 
fouls, upon quitting the body, are immediately confcious of the divine 
prefence. ’ : . : 

17 Df any mau bein Chrift be is anew creature. | As if he had faid, 
s© If any one pretend to be a Chriftian indeed, he is by regeneration 
made a new man; all the faculties of his foul are changed; his princi- 
ples, affe&tions, and practices are all new. 

NVI. 2 Now is the day of falvation.] In this prefent moment of our 
lives, which may be our laft, is forgivenef$ and eternal happin¢fs gffere 
ed to finnersin the gofpel. 


Ww A gy By 





“Paul exhorteth to purity. 


Il CORINTHIANS. The liberality of theMacedonians Vecomnicnaed 





*Anno 6 By purenefs, by knowledge, by long-fuffering, by 

a kindnefe, by the Holy Ghott iy loveunteisned: 

ad, 7 By the word of truth, by the power of God, by 
the armour of righteoufnefs on the right hand and on 
the left, . ‘ 

8 By honour and difhonour, by evil report and 
good report: as deceivers, and yet true ; 

- 9 As unknown, and yet well known ; as dying, and 
behold, we live; as chaftened, and not killed ; 

to As forrowful, yet alway rejoicing ; as poor, yet 
tnaking many rich; as having nothing, and yet pof- 
feffing all things. 

x1 Oye Corinthians, our mouth is open unto you, 
our heart is enlarged. 

12 Ye are not ftraitened in us, but ye are ftraitened 
in your own bowels. 

13 Now for a recompence in the fame, (I fpeak as 
unto my children) be ye alfo enlarged. 

14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers : for what fellowfhip hath righteoufnefs with 
unrighteoufnefs? and what commusion hath light 
with darknefs ? 

15 And what concord hath Chrift with Belial? or 
what part hath he that believeth with an infidel ? 

16 And what agreement hath the temple of God with 
idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God 
hath faid, £ will dwell in them, and walk in them; and 
I will be their God, and they fhall be my people. 

17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be 
ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch not the unclean 
thing ; and J will receive you, ; 

18 And will be a father unto you, and ye fhall be 
my fons and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty. 

CHAP. VU. 
1 Paul exhorteth to purity, 3 and fbews bis comfort in bis 
affiictions. 
Haws therefore thefe promifes, dearly beloved, 
let us cleanfe ourfelves from all filthinefs of the 
flefh and fpirit, perfecting holinefs in the fear of God. 

2 Receive us; we have wronged no man, we have 
corrupted no man, we have defrauded: no man. 

I {peak not ¢his to condemn you: for I have faid 
befere. that ye arein our hearts to die and live with you. 

4 Great is my boldnefs of {peech toward you, great 
zsmty glorying of-you: I am filled with comfort, Iam 
exceeding joyful in all our tribulation. 

5 For, when we were come into Macedonia, our 
flefh had no reft, but we were troubled on every fide ; 
without were fightings, within were fears. 

6 Neverthelefs God, that comforteth thofe that are 
caft down, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 

7 And not by his coming only, but by the confola- 
tion-wherewith he was comforted in you, when he told 
us your earneft defire, your mourning, your fervent 
mind toward me; fo that I rejoiced the more. 

'8 For though I have made you forry with a letter, 
I do not repent, though I did repent: for I perceive 
that the fame epiftle hath made you forry, though it 
qere but for a feafon. 

9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made forry but 


that ye forrowed to repentance: for ye were made. 


forry after a godly manner, that ye might receive 
damage by us in nothing. 

to For godly forrow worketh repentance to falva- 
tion not to be repented of: byt the forrow of the 
world worketh death. 

11 For behold this felf-fame thing, that yeforrowed 


7 By the armour of righteoufnefs, &c.] This refers to the Chriftians 
‘being armed, by divine grace, again{t the temptations both of profpe- 
rity cr adverfity. 

12 Veare firaitened in your own bowels.) Ye are not {ufficiently 
willing to reacive thofe treafures of gofpel Knowledge which we are de- 
firous to communicate'to you. 

Genzrat Rerrecrions on Chap. V. VI. 
St.-Paul here fets before-us, that the great love which Chrift has mani- 
fefted, in dying forour falvation, is a moft prefling argument, if we 
waderftand it rightly, to live no longer to ourfelves, but'to employ 
our whole life for the edification of our brethren, and the glory of 
~ shim who dieg and rofe again for us, 


re. 0 

















after a godly fort, what carefulnels it wrought in you, Anno 
yea, what clearing of yourlelves, yea, what indignati- ees 
on, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement delire, yea, ; 
what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have 
approved yourfelves to be clear in this matter. + 

12 Wherefore, though I wrote unto you, I did it 
not for his caufe that had done the wrong, nor for his 
caufe that fuffered wrong, but that our care for you 
in the fight of God might app~ar unto you. 

13 Therefore we were comforted in your comfort: 
yer and exceedingly the more joyed we for the joy of 

itus, becaufe his fpirit was refrefhed by you all. 

14 For if I have boafled any thing to him of you, I 
am not athamed ; but as we fpake all things to you in 
truth, even fo our boatting, which J made before Titus, 
is found a truth. : 

15 And his inward affetion is more abundant to- 
ward you, whilft he remembcreth the obedience of you 
all, how with fear and trembling ye received him. , 

16 I rejoice therefore that I have confidence in you 
in all things. 

CHAP. VII. 
1 Contribution to the faints. 16 Paul commendeth Titus 
and others. 
OREOVER, brethren, wedo you to wit cf the 
grace of God veilowed on the chuzches of Mas 

- cedonia ; 
2 How that in a great trial of a@iction the abun- 


' dance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality. 


2 For to their power I bear record, yea, and be- 


i yond their power they were willins: of themfelves; 


4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would re-~ 


E} ceive the gitt, and take upon us the fellowdhip of the 
rf Miniftring co the faints. 


5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but firft gave 


i}; their own felves to the Lord, and unto us by the will 
i of God. 

4; 6 Infomuch that we defired Titus, that ashe had 
|| begun,fo he would alfo finith in youthe fame grace alfo. 


7 Therefore, as ye abound in every thing, in faith, 


4; and utterance,and knowledge, and in all diligence, and 


; 72 your love tous, /ee that ye abound in this grace alfoz 


4, , 81 {peak not by commandment, but by oceafion of 
iJ, the forwardnefs of others, and to prove the Sincerity 


| af your love. 
; . 9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 


‘ : that, though he was rich, yet for your fakes he became 
if! poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 


10 And herein I give my advice: for this is expe- 


i: dient for you, who have begun before, not only to do, 
4) but alfo to be forward a year ago. 


11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; but as 
there was a readinefs to will, fo there may bea perfor- 
mance alfo out of that which ye have. 

* 12 For if there be firft a willing mind, it is accepted 
according to that a man hath, avd not according to 
that he hath not. 

.. 13 For I mean not that other men be eafed, and ye: 
‘burdened : 

14 But by an equality, hat now at this time your 
abundance alfo may be a fupply for their want, that their, 
abundance alfo may be a fupply for your want: that 
.there may be equality : 

15 Asitis written,He that bad gathered muchhad no~ 
‘thing over; and he that bad gathered little had no lack. * 

. : 16 But - 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on Chap. VII. VIII. IX. 

VII. 6 God thut comforteth thofe that are caft down, &c.| Thisisa 
‘moft endearing title of almighty God, who is more pleafed in doing us 
good, than we can be in receiving it. 

10 Godly forrow worketh repentance, &c.] Sorrow according to God, 
‘as in the orginal, which has fin, as committed againft a gracious God, 
for its object, and not merely wrath or, punifhment. 

it What revenge, &c.| Again yourfelves, for thofe things which 

- you could not but condemn. 
VIE. 1 We doyou to wit, &c.] We think proper to inform you. 
6 The fame grace, &c.] The grace or virtue of liberality. 


iP 
. . RitZenef 


‘pees 


Lhs fpiritual power and authority. 
of Chrift, and for your liberal diftribution unto them,, Anne 
and unto all men 3. DOMINE 





Paul exhorteth to bountiful almfgwing. CHAP. IX: Xx. 


16 Butthanks de to God, which put the fame earneft 
care into the heart of Titus for you. 


Anno 
‘DOMINI 


Os 


17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation ; but be- 
ing more forward, of his own accord he went untoyon. 

18 And we have fent with him the brother, whofe 
praife zs in the gofpel throughout all the churches 5 

19 And not that only, but who was alfo chofen of 
the churches to travel with us with this grace, which is 
adminiitered by us tothe glory of the fame Lord, and 
declaration of your ready mind: 

20 Avoiding this, that no man fhould blame us in 
this abundance which is adminiftered by us: 

21 Providing for honett things, not only in the fight 
of the Lord, but alfo in the fight of men. 

22 And we have fent with them our brother, whom 
we have oftentimes proved diligentin many things, but 
now much more diligent, upon the great confidence 
which I have in you. 

23 Whether any do enquire of Titus, be is my partner 
and fellowhelper concerning you: or our brethren be 
enquired of, they cre the meffengers of the churches, and 
the glory of Chrift. 

24 Wherefore fhew ye to them, and before the 


churches, the proof of your love, and of our boating | 


on your behalf, 
CHAP. IX. 2 
1 Paul fheweth why be fent Titus. 6 He ftirreth them up 
to give bountifully, 10 which fhall yield increase. 
NOK as touching the miniftering to the faints, it is 
{uperfluous for me to write to you: 

2 For 1 know the forwardnefs of your mind, for 
which I boaft of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia 
was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked 
gery many. 

3 Yet have I fent the brethren, left our boafting of 
you fhould be in vain in this behalf; that, as I faid, ye 
_ may be ready: 

4 Left haply-if they of Macedonia come with me, 
and find you unprepared, we (that we fay not, ye) 
fthould be afhamed in this fame confident boafting. 

5 Therefore 1 thought it neceffary to exhort the bre- 
thren, that they would go before unto you, and make 
up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice be- 
fore, that the fame might be ready, as a matter of boun- 
ty, and not as of covctoufnefs. 

6 But this J /zy, He which foweth fparingly thall 
reap alfo {paringly ; and he which foweth bountifully 
fhall reap alfo bountifully. 

7 Every man according as he purpofeth in his heart, 
fo let bim give; not grudgingly, or of neceflity: for 
God loveth a cheerful giver. 

8 And Gods able to make all grace abound toward 
you ; that ye, always having all fufficiency in all things, 
may abound to every good work : ; 

g (As it is written, He hath difperfed abroad; he 
hath given to the poor: his righteoufnefs remaineth 
for ever. 

10 Now he that miniftereth feed to the fower both 
minifter bread for your food, and multiply your feed 
fown, and increafe the fruits of your righteoufnefs ;) 

11 Being enriched inevery thing toall bountifulnefs, 
which caufeth through us thankfgiving to God. 

12 For the adminiftration of this fervice not only 
fupplieth the want of the faints, but is abundant alfo by 
many thankfgivings unto God; - 

13 Whiles by the experiment of this miniftration they 
glorify Godfor your profeffed fubjection unto the gofpel 


21 Honeff things, &c.] ‘Things that are‘fair and honourable. 
IX. 5 And not as of covetonfnefz,] Not as if extorted by impor- 
tunity from perfons of a covetous difpofiton. 


” Generar REFrections on Chap. VII. VIULIX. 


We are here inftruéted in the nature of true repentance; that, in 
works ef charity, God regards chiefly the readinefs and good-will 
wherewith it is performed; and that the good effects of true cha- 
rity appear in thatic rejoices the faints, comforts the afflicted, and 
engages them to praife and glorify the holy name of God, 

' 2 


14 And by their prayer for you, which loiig after 
you for the exceeding grace of God in you. F 

15 Thanks 52 unto God for his unfpeakable gift. 

CHAP. X. ; 
1 Paul's authority againf? all adverfaries, 7 as well prefent 
a okt as abjent. 
No I Paul myfeif befeech you by the meeknefs 
and gentlenefs of Chrift, who in prefence am bafe 
among you, but being abfent am bold toward you: 

2 But I befeech you, that I may not be bold when f 
am prefent with that confidence, wherewith I think to 
be bold againft fome, which think of us as if we walked 
according to the flefh. : 

For though we walk in the flefh, we do not war 
after the flefh : a , , 

4 (For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal; 
Baramenty through God to thé pulling down of ftrong 
olds ;)- ; : 

5 Cafting down imaginations, and every high, thing 
that exalteth itfelf againft the knowledge of God, and 
bringeth into captivity every thought to the Obedience 
of Chiift ; _ 

6 And having in a readinefs to revenge all difobe- 
dience, when. your obedience is fulfilled, ae 

7 Doye look onthings after the outward appearance? 
If any man truft to himfelf that he is Chrift’s, let him 
of himfelf think this again, that, as he 7s Chrift’s, even 
fo are we Chrift’s. ; ; ik 

8 For though I fhould boaft fomewhat more of our 
authority, which the Lord hath given us for edifica- 
tion, and not for your deftruétion, I fhould not be 
afhamed ; 5 Bk 

9 That I may not feem as if I would terrify you by 
letters. 

10 For his letters, fay they, are weighty and power- 
ful; but dis bodily prefence is weak, and dis fpeech 
contemptible. 

11 Let fuch an one think this, that, fuch 4s we are 
in word by letters when we are abfent, fuch wil/ we be 
‘alfo in deed when we are prefent. 

12 For.we dare not make ourfelves of the number, 
or compare ourfelves with fome that commend them- 
felves: but they meafuring themfelves by themfelves, 
and comparing themfelves among themfelves, are not 
wife. 4 

13 But we will not boaft of things without, our mea- 
fure, but according to the meafure of the rule which 
‘God hath difiributed to us, a meafure to reach even 
unto you. wo, ; ~ ; 

14 For we ftretch not ourfelves beyond our meafure, 
as though we reached not unto you: for we are come 
as far as to you alfo in preaching the gofpel of Chrift : 

15 Not boaiting of things without our meafure, that 
is, of other men’s labours; buthaving hope, when your 
faith is increafed, that we fhall be enlarged by you ac- 
cording to our rule abundantly, es, ; 

16 To preach the gofpel in the regions beyond you, 
and not to boaft in another man’s line of things made 
ready to our hand. 

17 But hethat glorieth, let him glory in the Lord. 

18 For not he that commendeth himfelf is approved, 


- but whom the Lord commendeth. 


CHAP. XI. 


3 Paul being enforced, entereth intoa commendation of bim= 


lf, and comparifon with the other apofiles. | 
Sef aparifo rpoft eee 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X. XI. 

X. 3 Though we walk in the fief, we da nat war after the ficfo.} 
Though 1 yet dwell in the body, and confequently am not free from 
human “infirmities and weakneffes; yet neither my miniftry nor my. 
life are from ficfhly principles, by flethly means, or to fiefhly ends. 

6 Cafting down imaginations, &c.| Thofe reafonings and proud 
conceits, and particularly unbelief, in which finners fortify them- 
felves againft the convictions of the word. : 

10 His bodily prefence is weak, and bis fpeech contemptible] Ste 
Chryfoftom, and others, fay, that Paul was deformed, of low ftature, 
his head bald, and had an impediment in his {peech. _ 





“Paul unwillingly comiaendeth himjelf. 1. CORINTHIANS. Has vifions and revelations. 


": Anno - J OULD to God ye could bear with me a little thrice I fuffered fhipwreck, a night and 2 day [ have Anse 
habe sis . in my folly: and indeed bear with me. been in the deep; 


2 For Lam jealous over you with godly jealoufy : 
for I have efpoufed you to one hufband, that I may 
prefent you asa chafte virgin to Chrift. 

“3 But I fear, left by any means, as the ferpent be- 


_guiled Eve through his fubtilty, fo your minds fhould 
“be corrupted from the fimplicity that is in Chrift. 


4, For if he that cometh preacheth another Jefus, 
whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another 
fpirit, which ye have not received, or another gofpel, 


. which ye hawe not accepted, ye might well bear with 


him. 

5 Fer I fuppofe 1 was not a whit behind the very 
chiefeft apoftles. ~~~ : 

6 But though I de rude in fpeech, yet notin know- 


“ledge; but we have been throughly made manifeft 


among you in all things. 

7 Wave I committed an offence in abafing myfelf 
that ye might be exalted, becaufe I have preached to 
you the gofpel of God freely ? 

‘8 Erobbed other churches, taking wages of them, to 
do you fervice. 

9 And when I was prcfent with you, and wanted, I 
was chargeable tono man: for that which was lacking 

‘to me the brethren which came from Macedonia fup- 
plied: and in all things I have kept myfelf from being 
burdenfome unto you, and /o will I keep my/felf. 

1o As thetruth of Chrift is in me, no man fhall ftop 

‘me of this boafting in the regions of Achaia. 

11 Wherefore? becaufeI love you not? God knoweth. 

12 But what I do, that I will do, that { may cut off 
occafion from them which deGreoccafion; that wherein 
they glory, they may be found even as we. 

13 For fuch are falfe apoftles, deceitful workers, 
transforming themfelves into the apoftles of Chrift. - 

14 And no marvel ; for Satan himfelf is transformed 

‘into an angel of light. 
* 45 Therefore it zs no great thing if his minifters alfo 


be transformed as the minifters of righteoufnefs; whofe 


end hall be according to their works. 

16 I fay again, Letno man think me a fool; if other- 
waa as a fool receive me, that I may boaft myfelf 
‘a little. 

17 That which I fpeak, I fpeak 7 not after the 
Lord, but as it were foolifhly, in this confidence of 
boafting, 

18 Seeing that many glory after the flefh, I will 
glory alfo. : ; 

* 19 For ye fuffer fools gladly, feeing ye your/elves 
are wife. E 

20 For ye faffer, if a man bring you into bondage, 
if a man devour you, if a man take of you, if a man exalt 
himfelf, if a man fmite you on the face. 

21 I fpeak as concerning reproach, as though we had 
been weak. Howbeit whereinfoever any is bold, (I 
tpeak foolifhly,) I am bold alfo. 

22 Are they Hebrews? fo am I. Are they Ifraelites? 
fo aml. Are they the feed of Abraham? fo am I. 

23 Are they minifters of Chrift? (I fpeak as a fool) 
1 am more ; in labours more abundant, in ftripes above 


‘meafure, in prifons more frequent, in deaths oft. 


24 Of the Jews five times received I forty /tripes 
fave one. 


25 Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I ftoned, 


eee EE 

XI. g The fimplicity that is in < brift.] An intire devotednefs to 
Chrift, as the great hufband whom Chriftians fhould defire to pleafe. 
13 Transforming themfelves into the apiftles of Chrift.| The falfe 
apoftles preached error with as great zeal and induftry as the apoftles 
of Chrift preached truth, 

130 f will glory of the things ewhich concern mine infirmitier.| By 
«* infirmities’’ here, we are to und-rftand fufferings, reproaches, and 
difyraccs, afflictions and perfecutions 5, fur she fake of the gofpel. 

a Generar Rertrewtrons on Chap. X. XI. 
St. Poul, by hisexample, uv. * er fifi with fteadinefs all thofe 
who we Soothe he kingdom of God, and 
- Li: example, recommends 
2 






“ 
‘ 
¢ 
‘ 


26 Jn journeyings often, r2 perils of water, z7 perils 
of robbers, 7 perils by aize owe countrymen. in perils 


‘by the heathen, 7 perilsin the city, i perils in the wil- 


dernefs, 72 perilsin the fea, éz perilsamong falfe brethren; 

27 In wearinefs and painfulneis, in watchings often, 
in hunger and thirft, in faftings often, in cold and 
nakednefs. 

28 Befide thofe things that are without, that which 
cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches. 

29 Who is weak, and lam not weak? who is of- 
fended, and I burn not? 

30 If 1 muft needs glory, I will glory of the things 
which concern mine infirmities. 

31 The God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
which is bleffed for evermore, knoweth chat I lie not. 

32 In Damafcus the governay under Aretas the king 
kept the city of the Damafcenes with a garrifon, de- 
firous to apprehend me: 

33 And through a window in a bafket was I let down 
by the wall, and efcaped his hands. 

CHAP. XII. 
5 Paul boafteth nct of revelations, but of his infirmities. 
- is not expedient for me doubtlefs to glory. I will 
come to vifions and revelations of the Lord. 

2 I knew a man in Chrift about fourteen years ago, 
(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of 
the body, I cannot tell: God kneweth;) fuch an one 
caught up to the third heaven. : 

3 And I knew fuch aman, (whether in the bedy, or 
out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 

4 How that he was caught up into paradife, and 
heard unfpeakable words, which it is not lawful fore 
man to utter, 

5 Of fuch an one will I glory: yet of myfelf1 will 
not glory, but in mine infirmitics. 

6 For though | would defire to glory, I fhall not be 
afool; for 1 will fay the truth: but zw I forbear, lett 
any man fhould think of me above that which he feecth 
me fo be, or that he heareth of me. 

7 And lett 1 fhould be exalted above meafure 
throngh the abundance of the revelations, there was 
given to mea thorn in the flefh, the meflenger of Satan 
to buffet me, left I fhould be exalted above meafure. 

8 For this thing I befought the Lord thrice, that it 
might depart from me. 

9 And he'faid unto me, My grace is fufficient for 
thee: for my iftrength is made perfect in weaknefs. 
Mott gladly therefore willI rather glory in my infirmi- 
ties, that the power of Chriit may reft upon me. 

1o~ Therefore I take pleafure in infirmities, in re- 
proaches, in neceflities, in perfecutions, in dilircfics tor 
Chrift’s fake: for when I am weak, then am 1 ftrong, 

11 Iam become a fool in glorying; ye have com- 
pelled me: for I ought to have been commended of 
you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefeit apui- 
tles, thongh I be nothing. 

12 Truly the fignsofanapollle were wrought among 
you in all patience, in figns, and wonders, and mighty 
deeds. 

13 For what is it wherein vou were inferior to other 
churches, except #é de that 1 myfelf was noc burthen- 
fome to you? forgive me this wrong. 

14 Behold, the third time ] am ready to come to 

yous 











zeal, prudence, and difintercRednefs to the imitation of paftors in 
encral. 
COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. RAIL AHL 

XU. 2 &hether in the body, &¢.] Whether carried by the Spirit, 
or only tranfported thither, in vifion, T cannot determine. 

7 A thorn in ihe fide, &c.| “this may be fuppofed to mean fome 
bodily infirmity, pain, or difarder, to preferve the apowle from fall- 
ing into the dangerous fin of fpiritual pride. ; 

10 When £ am weak, &c.| When | am moft conicious of my 
own weaknefs, I receive Iniger commenications of ftrength from 
above. 

14 Bebsld, the third tine 1 am ready ta come to yut, &c. | He had 
been difappointed twice befure, See i vor, xvi. 5g. 2 Care ig. Lag 


Paul threateneth unreclaimed offenders. . CHAP. XIII. 


The conclufton. 


Anno you; and I will not be burdenfome to you: for I feek 3 Since ye feek a proof of Chrift fpeaking iti me, Anno 


POMINI not your’s, but you : for the children ought not to lay 


up for the parents, but the parents for the children. 

1g And J will very gladly fpend_and be fpent for 
you; though the more abundantly I love you, the lefs 
I be loved. 

16 Butbeit fo, I did not burthen you: neverthe~ 
lefs, being crafty, I caught you with guile. 

17 Did I makea gain of you by any of them whom 
I fent unto you? 

18 I defired Titus, and with bim I fent a brother. 
Did Titus make a gain of you? walked we not in the 
fame fpirit? walked we not in the fame fteps? 

1g Aguin, think ye that we excufe ourfelves unto 
you? we fpeak before God in Chrift: but we do all 
things, dearly beloved, for your edifying. 

20 For] fear, left, when I come, I fhall not find you 
fuch as I would, and ¢dat I fhall be found unto you 
fuch as ye would not: left there be debates, envyings, 
wraths, ftrifes; backbitings, whifperings, {wellings, 
tumults : 

21 And left, when I come again, my God will humble 
me among you, and shat I fhall bewail many which 
have finned already, and have not repented of the un. 
cleannefs and fornication and lafcivioufnefs which they 
have committed. 

CHAP. XII, 
1 Paul threateneth obftinate finners : § he advifeth to trial 
of faith: 11 be concludeth with prayer. 
HIS is the third time 1 am coming to you. In 
the mouth of two or three witneffes fhall every 
word be eftablifhed. 

2 I told you before, and foretel you, as if I were 
prefent, the fecond time ; and being abfent now-I 
write to them which heretofore have finned, and to all 
other, that, if I come again, I will not fpare: 


AREER on nae eee 
XII. 6 Thar we are not reprobates, &c.| That we have not dif- 
honoured Chrift, nor fhall be difowned by him. 
9 Weare glad, when we are weak, and ye are firong, &c.) We 
are willing to undergo fufferings and infirmities, provided you are 
thereby made ftrong in faith, and fruitful in good works. 


which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you. HOMINT 
i 


4. For though he was crucified through weaknefs, 
yet he liveth by the power of God. For we alfoare 
weak in him, but we fhall live with him by the power 
of God toward you. 

s Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith; 
prove your own felves. Know ye not your own felves, 
how that Jefus Chrift is in you, except ye be repro- 
bates ? 

6 But I truft that ye fhall know that we are not re- 
probates. 

7 Now I pray to God that ye do no evil ; not that 
we fhould appear approved, but that ye fhould do that 
which is honeft, though we be as reprobates. 

8 For we can do nothing againft the truth, but for 
the truth. 

9 For we are glad, when we are weak, and ye are 
ftrong: and this alfo we with, even your perfection. 

10 Therefore I write thefe things being abfent, left 
being prefent I fhould ufe fharpneis, according to the 
power which the Lord hath given me to edification, 
and not to deftruction. 

11 Finally, brethren, farewel. Be perfect, be of 
good comfort, be ofone mind, live in peace; andthe 
God of love and peace fhall be with you. 

12 Greet one another with an holy kifs. 

13 All the faints falute you. 

14 The grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the love 
of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghoft, be 
with you all. Amen. ‘ 


¥ The fecond epiftle to the Corinthians was written. 
von Philippi, @ ci/y of Macedonia, by Titus and 
ucas. 


a 


Generat Reruyectrions on Chap. XII, XIU. 
From thefe chapters we may learn, that God often leaves his people 
under fufferings, that they may become more fenfible of his ftrength 
in their weaknefs ; and that, in imitation of this great apoftle, the 
minifters of Chrift, alfo private Chriftians, ought to be animated 
baka font of charity and’ humility, tempering feverity with 
meeknefs, 








The Epiftle of PAUL to the GALATIANS. 





‘THE ARGUMENT. 


The Galatians (or Gallo~Grecians) were converted by St. Paul about A.D. 50. Soon after the apufile had left them, 
Some Fewifh zealots, had endeavoured to degrade his charaéter among them, as one not immediately commiffioucd by 


Chrifi, as the other apofiles were 5 


apoftle, 


and to fubvert his dottrine, inthe article of juftification, by infifting on the obfer- 
vance of the Fewifh ceremmmies, and fo attempting to incorporate the law with the gofpel. 


The principal defign 


of the 
therefore, in this epiftle, is, to vindicate his apoftolical auchority and dottrine, and to coiferm the er of 


Galatia in the faith of ed 3 toexpofe the errors that were introduced among them; and to revive the genuine priu- 


ciples of Chriftianity that he bad originally taught them. 


See) - 


CHAP. f. liver us from this prefent evil world, according to the Anno 
6 Paul wondereth they have fo fox left bim and the gofpel. \} will of Godand our Father: eee? 
14. What he was before-bis calling. 5 To whom é¢ glory for ever andever. Amen. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
58. 


6 I marvel that ye are fo foon removed from him 


AUL, an apoftle, (not of men, neither by man, 
P that called you into the grace of Chrift unto another 


but by Jefus Chrift, and God the Father, who 


raifed him from the dead ;) 
2 And all the brethren which are with me, unto the 
churches of Galatia : : 
3 Grace de to you and peace from God the Father, 
and from our Lord Jefus Chritft, 
4 Who gave himfelf for our fins, that he might de- 





COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. LI. 


I. 1 Paul, an apoftle, not of men, &c.] Being called to be an 
apoftle, by Chrait himfelf. 
No. 70. 


gofpel : 
7 Which is not another; but there be fome that 
trouble you, and would pervert the gofpel of Chrift. 
8 But though we, or anangel from heaven, preach 
any other gofpel unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be accurfed. 


9 As 


a nr ne A TTC, 


8 Preach any other gofpel, &.] Thatis, any thing as gofpel, be. 
fides what he had preached. 
10 B 


16. 


Paul receiveth not his doctrine from men. GALATIANS. His zeal for the freedom of tht Gentiles. 
; 


Anno 


DOMINI 


5c 


9 As we faid before, fo fay I now again, If any man 
preach any other gofpel unto you than that ye have re- 
ceived, let him be accurfed. . 

10 For do I now perfuade men, or God? or dol 
{eck to pleafe men? for ifl yet pleafed men, I fhould 
not be the fervant of Chrift. 

11 Buti certify you, brethren, that the gofpel which 
was preached of me is not after man. 

12 For f neither received it of man, ncither was I 
taught #, but by the revelation of Jefus Chrift. 

13 For ye have heard of my converfation in time 
pafl in the Jews’. religion, how that beyond mealurc I 
perfecuted the church of God, and waited it: 

14 And profited in the Jews’ religion above many 
my equals in mine own nation, being more excecdingly 
zealous of the traditions of my fathers. 

1§ But when it pleafed God, who feparated me from 


A.D. 53-my mother’s womb, and called me by his grace, 


16 To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach 
him among the heathen ; immediately I conferred not 
with flefh and blood : 

17 Neither went I up to Jerufalem to them which 
were apoftles before me; but] went into Arabia, and 
returned again unto Damafcus. 

18 Then after three years I went upto Jerufalem to 
fee Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 

19 But other of the apoftics faw I none, fave James 
the Lord’s brother. 


20 Now the things which I write unto you, behold, q 


before God, I lie not. / 

21 Afterwards Icame into the regions of Syria and 
Cilicia . : 

22 And was unknown by face unto the churches of 
Judea which were in Chrift : 

23 But they had heard only, That he which perfe- 
cuted us in times paft now preacheth the faith which 
once he deftroyed. 

24 And they glorified God in me. 


CHAP. IL 


i He foeweth when he went again to Ferufalem, and why, Vy 


14, 20 They that are juftified by faith, live not in fin. 


HEN fourteen years after I went up againto $f 


oF 


Jerufalem with Barnabas, and took Titus with ]§ 


me alfo. 
2 AndI went up by revelation, and communicated 


unto them that gofpel which I preach among the Gen- | J 


tiles, but privately to them which were of reputation, 
left by any means I fhould run, or had run, in vain. 

3 But neither Titus, who was with me, being a 
Greek, was compelled to be circumcifed : 

4 And that becaufe of falfe brethren unawares 
brought in, who came in privily to fpy out our liberty 
which we have in Chrift Jefus, that they might bring 
us into bondage : r 

5 Yo whom we gave place by fubjection, no, not for 
an hour; that the truth of the gofpel might continue 
with you. 

6 But of thofe who feemed to be fomewhat, whatfo- 
ever they were, it maketh no matter tome: God ac- 


cepterh no man’s perfon: for they who feemed ¢o de 4} 


Jomewhat in conference added nothing to me: 


7 But contrariwife, when they faw that the gofpelof 


the uncircumcifion was committed unto me, as the go/- 
pel of the circumcifion was unto Peter ; 
8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the 


a a a 
16 I conferred not with flefo and blood.| neither confulted my own § 
heart, nor the wifeft heads, neither my own fafety nor carnal intereft, | 


but inftantly obeyed the divine command. 


Il. 6 Who feemed to be fomewhat—added nothing to me.) Though | 


Peter, James, and John, had fome external advantages, as having 


been apoftles before me, yet, in the conference about circumcifion, j 
they did not add any thing tome, either by their authority or inftruc- #4 
tion: they added nothing, they correéted nothing, but approved all § 


things, both what I did and faid. 


19 Dead tothe law, &c.| The law is dead to believers, and they to i 
that, in regard to the condemnation, curfe, and fentence of it ; for they § § 
now live a new and fpiritual life in the religion of Chrift, and depend § § 


on him alone for falvation. 





apoftlefhip of the circumcifion, the fame was mighty 
in me toward the Gentiles :) 

9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who feemed 
to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto 
me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right handg of 
fellowfhip ; that we /Lould go unto the heathen, and 
they unto the circumcifion. 

10 Orly they would that we fhould remember the 
poor; the fame which I alfo was forward to do. 

rr But when Peter was cometo Antioch, I with. 
ftood him to the face, becaufe he wa? to be blamed. 

12 For before that certain came from James, he did 
eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he 
withdrew and feparated himfelf, fearing them which 
were of the circumcifion. 

13 And the other Jews diffembled likewife with him; 
infomuch that Barnabas alfo was carricd away with 
their diffimulation. 

14 But when I faw that they walked not uprightly 
according to the truth of the gofpel, I faid unto Peter 
before them all, If thou, being a Jew, liveft after the 
manner of Geniiles, and nur as do the Jews, why com- 
pelleft thou the Gentiles to live as do the Jews? 

15 We who are Jews by nature, and not finners of 
the Gentiles, 

16 Knowing that a man is not juftified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jefus Chrift, even we 
have believed in Jefus Chrift, that we might be juftified 
by the faith of Chrift, and not by the works of the 
ae for by the works of the law fhall no flefh be jufti- 

ca, 

17 But if, while we feck to be juftified by Chrift, 
we ourfelves alfo are found finners, is therefore Chrift 
the minifter of fin? God forbid. 

18 For if I build again the things which I deftroyed, 
Imake myfelfa tranfgreffor. , 

19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that 
I might live unto God, 

20 Jamcrucified with Chrift: neverthelefs I live; 
yet not J, but Chrift liveth in me: and the life which’ 
I now live in the fleth I live by the faith cf rhe Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himielf for me. 

21 I do not froflrate the grace of God: Jor if righte- 
oufnefs come by the law, then Chrift is dead in vain. 


CHAP. Iii. 


1 He afketh what moved them to leave the faith, aud hang on 
the law. 6 They that believe ave jupified. 


Foolifh Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that 

ye fhould not obey thetruth, before whofe eyes 

Jefus Chrift hath been evidently fet forth, crucified 
among you? : 

2 This only would I learn of you, Received ye the 
Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of 
faith ? . 

3 Arce ye fo foolifh? having begun in the Spirit, are 
ye now made pertect by the flefh? 

4 Have ye fuffered fo many things in vain? if 7¢ Le 
yet in vain. 

He therefore rhat miniftereth to you the Spirit, 
and worketh miracles among you, docth be it by the 
works of the law, or by the hearing of faith ? 

6 Even as Abraham believed God, and it was ac- 
counted to him for righteoufnefs. 

7 Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the 
fame are the children of Abraham. 

8 And 





Generar Rervections on Chap. I. Il. 


The truths here advanced fhould convinee Chriflian minifters, and 
others, to follow their call and walk with uprightnels according to 
the truth; and that the true faith in Chrift fefus, by which we are 
juaifiel, neceMfarily deftroys the love and dominion of fin in us, and 
caufes us to live to God. 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. Ill. IV. 


VU. 1 Who bath bervitehed you, S:¢.]° Who hath infatuated and 
deluded you, by blinding your underftanding with the delufive charms 
of fophiftry and fpurious erguments? 

6 Abrabam beleewed God, &e.] See Gen, Mil. 3. dnd xv. 6. 5 

10 Jt 


Anno 
DOMINL 
58. 


Of juftefication by faith. CHAP. IV. The allegory of Agar and Sarah. 


aati: (Set B8 


ven 


ae oh 


* tt Se 


bape 


Anno = 8: And the fcripture, forefeeing that God would juf- OW I fay, That the heir, as longas he isa child, “Anno 
os tify the heathen through faith, preached before the a. ee nothing from a fervanr, though he be? 8, 
Ord of all $ 


gofpel unto Abraham, /aying, In thee fhall all nations 
be bleffed. 

9 So then they which be of faith are bleffed with 
faithful Abraham. 

10'For as many as are of the works of the law are 
under the curfe: for it is written, Curfed zs every one 
that continueth not in all things which are written in 
the book of the law to do them. 

1a But that no man is juftified by the law in the 
fight of God, it is evident: for, The juft fhall live by 
faith. 

zz And the law is not of faith: but, The man that 
doeth them fhall live in them. ; 

33 Chrift hath redeemed us from the curfe of the 
law, being made a curfe for us: for ir is written, 
Curfed 2s cvery one that hangeth ona tree: 

14. That the bleffing of Abraham might come on the 
Gentiles through Jefus Chrift; that we might receive 
the promife of the Spirit through faith. 

1s Brethren, I fpeak after the manner of men; 
Though it de but a man’s covenant, yet if it de con- 
firmed, no man difannulleth, or addeth thereto. 

16 Now to Abraham and his feed were the promifes 
made. He faith not, And to feeds, as of many; but 
as of one, And to thy feed, which is Chrift, 

17 And this I fay, ‘bat the covenant, that was con- 
firmed before of God in Chrift, thelaw, which was four 
hundred and thirty years after, cannot difannul, that 
it fhould make the promife of none cffect. 

18 For if the inheritance de of the law, 7 is no 
more of promife: but God gave is to Abraham by pro- 
mife. 

19 Wherefore then ferverh the law? It was added 
becaufe of tranfgreffions, till the feed fhould come to 
whom the promife was made; and it was ordained by 
angels in the hand of a mediator. 

20 Nowa mediator is not a mediator of one, but God 
is one. 

21 Is the law then againft the promifes of God? 
God forbid: for if there had been a law given which 
could have givenJife, verily righteoufnefs fhould have 
been by the law. ; 

22 But the fcripture hath concluded all under fin, 
that the promife by faith of Jefus Chrift might be 
given to them that believe. 

29 But before faith came, we were kept under the 
Jaw, fhut up unto the faith which fhould afterwards 
be revealed. 

24 Wherefore the law was our {choolmafter to bring 
zs unto Chrift, that we might be juftified by faith. 

25 But after that faith is come, we are no longer 
under a fchoolmatter. | 

26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in 
Chriit Jefus. 

27 For as many of you as have been baptized into 
Chrift have put on Chrift. 

28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye 
are all one in Chrift Jefus. 

29 And if ye de Chrift’s, then are ye Abraham’s feed, 
and heirs according to the promife. 


CHAP. Iv. 


1 We were under the law tillChrift came. 5 Chrift freed us. 
22 Ife are free of Abraham by the freewoman. 





10 Lf ts written, &c.] See Dent. xxvii. 26. 


24 The law savas our fehoolmafter, &c.J The rigorous exadions 
of the law, which, by reafon of our depravity, we are unabie to fulfil, 
produce in the mind defpair of being faved by its precepts, and there- 
fore drive us, [ike a fevere {choalmatter, to Chriit, for more mild and 


fuliable inJvudéuion. 
NV. 3 


monies; but by the coming of Chrift. God abolifhed that inftitution 


° > 


and freed them from the iervile obedience thereof. 


- 





3 iin, wher avez svcre children, were in bondage, &e.] Under 
the Mefaic alfpeniation,men were obliged to obferve the Jewith ccre- 


2 Butis under tutors and governors until the time 
appointed of the father. 

3 Even fo we, when we were children, were in bon- 
dage under the elements of the world : 

4. Buc when the fulnefs of the time was come, God 
fent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law, ; 

5 Toredeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of fons. 

6 And becaufe yeare fons, God hath fent forth the 
Spiritofhis Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

7 Wherefore thou art no more a fervant, but a fon; 
and ifa fon, then an heir of God through Chrift. 

8 Howbeit then, when ye knew not God, ye did fer- 
vice unto them which by nature are no gods. 

g But now, after that ye have known God, or rather 
are known of God, how turn ye again tothe weak and 
beggarly elements, whereunto ye defire again to be in 
bondage ? . 

1o Ye obferve days, and months, and times, and 
years. 

11 Lam afraid of you, left I have beftowed upon 
you labour in vain. 

12 Brethren, I befecch you, beas lam; for lamas 
ye are: ye have not injured meat all. 

13 Ye know how through infirmity of the Aeth I 
preached the gofpel unto you at the firtt. 

14 And my temptation which was in my ficth ye 
defpifed not, nor rejected ; but received me as anangel 
of God, even as Chrift Jefus. ° 

15 Where is then the bleffednefs ye fpake of? for I 
bear you record, that, if it bad been poffible, ye would 
have plucked out your own eyes, and have given them 
to me. . 

16 Am I therefore become your enemy, becaufel tell 
you the truth? 

17 They zealoufly affect you, but not well; yea, 
they would exclude you, that ye might affect them. 

18 Butz zs good to be zealoufly affected always in a 
good /bing, and not only when Lam prefent with you. 

19 My little children, of whom [travail in birth 
again until Chrift be formed in you, 

20 I defire to be prefent with you now, andto change 
my voice; forI ftand in doubt of you. 

21 Tell me, ye that defire to be under the law, do 
ye not hear the law? 

22 For it is written, that Abraham had two fons, 
the one by a bondmaid, the other by a freewoman. 

23 But he who was of the bondwomanwas born after 
the flefth; but he of the freewoman was by promife. 

24 Which things are anallegory: for thefe are the 
two covenants; the one from mount Sina, which gen- 
dereth to bondage, which is Agar, 

25 For this Agar is rnount Sinai in Arabia, andan- 
fwereth to Jerufalem which now is, and is in bondage 
with her children. 

26 But Jerufalem which is above is free, which is 
the mother of us all. 

27 Forit is written, Rejoice, thaz barren that beareft 
not; break forth and cry, thou that travaileft not: for 
the defolate hath many more children than fhe which 
hath an hufband. 

28 Now we, brethren, as Ifaac was, are the children 
of promife. 

29 But 





“15 The bleffiduefs ye fpake of, &c.] The fenfe you had of your 

own happineis, in being enlightened in the knowledge of the gofpel. 
24, 25,26 Thefe are the two covenants, Sc.) The two mothers, 
Sarah and Hagar, are types of the two covenants ; the one of works, 
the other of grace; the two fons, aac and Ifhmael, are typical of two 
forts of men living in the church, the one proceeding from the firft, the 
other from ths fecond covenant ; the one dort regenerate, the other un- 
regenerate. faac, an emblem of the gofpel church, dares not depend, 
4 like Ifimael, upon the righteoufnels of the law for juftification, but re- 

lies wholly upon the meritorious righteoufnefs of the Mediator. 

GENERAL 





By 


The liberty of the gofpel. 


Anno 
BOMINI 


58. 


29 But as then he that was born after the flefh per- 
fecuted him that was born after the Spirit, even fo zt is 
now. 

30 Neverthelefs what faith the fcripture ? Caft out 
the bondwoman and her fon: for the fon of the bond- 
woman fhall not be heir with the fon of the free- 


woman. 7 ‘ 
31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the 


bondwoman, but of the free. : 


CHAP. V. 


a He moveth them to fland to their liberty, 3 and not to 
obferve circumcifion, 13 but rather love. 19 The works 
of the flefh, 22 and fruits of the Spirit. 

TAND faft therefore in the liberty wherewith 

Chrift hath made us free, and be nor entangled 

again with the yoke of bondage. 3 
2 Behold, I Paul fay unto you, that if ye be circum- 

cifed, Chriit fhall profit you nothing. vA 

' For I teftify again to every man that is circum- 
cifed, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. 

4. Chrift is become of no effect unto you, whofo- 
ever of you are juftified by the law; ye are fallen from 
grace. ; 

5 For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of 
righteoufnefs by faith. : 

6 For in Jefus Chrift neither circumcifion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcifion ; but faith which work- 
eth by love. 

7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye 
fhould not obey the truth ? 

8 This perfuafion cometh not of him that calleth you. 

g A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump. 

10 I have confidence in you through the Lord, that 
ye will be none otherwife minded: but he that trou- 
bleth you fhall bear his judgment, whofoever he be. 

x1 And I, brethren, if I yet preach circumcifion, 
why do I yet fuffer perfecution? then is the offence of 
the crofs ceafed. | 

12 I would they were even cut off which trouble 

ou. 

z 13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 

only ufe not liberty for an occafion to the flefh, but by 

love ferve one another. 

14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in 
this; Thou fhalt love thy neighbour as thyfelf. 

15 Butifye biteand devour one another, take heed 
that ye be not confimed one of another. 

16 This I fay then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye fhall 
not fulfil the luft of the flefh. 

17 For the fiefh lufteth againft the Spirit, and the 
Spirit againft the flefh: and thefe are contrary to the 
other: fo that ye cannot do the things that ye would. 

18 But ifye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the 
law. 

1g Now the works of the flefh are manifeft, which 
are thefe; Adultery, fornication, uncleannefs, laf{civiouf- 
nefs, 

20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, ftrife, {editions, herefies, 

21 Envyings, murders, drunkennefs, revellings, and 
fuch like: of the which I tell you before, as L have 





Generat REFLECTIONS on Chap. III. IV. 
Here the wifdom and goodnefs of God confpicuoufly appear, in hav- 
ing given the law to bring men to Chrilft, till the time fhould come 
when he would receive both Jews and Gentiles into his covenant, 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, V. VI. 

‘V. 4 Chrift is become of no effed?, &C.] In claiming to be juftified 
By obferving the ceremonies of the law, you reject and lofe the privi- 
Jeges of the gofpel. 

13 Ufe not liberty for an occafion to the fiefo, &c.] Ufe not gofpel 
liberty fo as to abufe it either by fin, or {candalifing the weak. . 

2g If we live in the Spirit, &c.] ‘ Living in the Spirit” expreffes 
eur continual dependence on his influences. 

VI. 5 Every man fhall bear bis own burden.) Shall finally {uffer 
the punifhment due to his own fin. 


GALATIANS. 


alfo told yor in time paft, that they which do fuch 
things fhall not inherit the kingdom of Gad. 

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longfuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs, faith, 
; 23 Meeknefs, temperance : againft fuch there is no 
aw. 

24, And they that are Chrift’s have crucified the 
flefh with the affections and lufts. 

25 If we live in the Spirit, let us alfo walk in the 
Spirit. 

26 Let us not be defirous of vain glory, provoking 
one another, envying one another. 


CHAP. VI. 


t He willeth them to deal mildly with a brother that hath 
[lipped, 6 to be liberal to their teachers, 9 aud not 10 
be weary of well-doing. 


PA RETRREN, if a man be overtaken ina fault, ye 
a2 which are fpiritual, reftore fuch an one in the {pi- 
rit of meeknefs ; confidering thyielf, left thou alfo be 
tempted. 

2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and fo fulfil the 
law of Chrift. 

3 For ifa manthink himfelf to be fomething, when 
he is nothing, he deceiveth himfelf. 

4 But let every man prove his own work, and then 
att he have rejoicing in himfelfalone, and not in ano- 
ther. 

§ For every man fhall bear his own burden. 

6 Let him that is taught in the word communicate 
unto him that teacheth in all good things. 

7 Be not deceived ; God is not mocked:: for what- 
foever a man foweth, that fhall he alfo reap. 

8 For he that foweth to his flefh fhall of the flefh 
reap corruption ; but he that foweth tothe Spirit fhall 
of the Spirit reap life everlafting. 

9 And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due 
feafon we fhall reap, if we faint ‘not. 

10 As we have therefore opportunity, Iet us do good 
unto all mex, efpecially unto them who are of the houfe- 
hold of faith. 

1t Ye fee how large a letter I have written unto you 
with mine own hand. 

12 As many as defire to make a fair fhew in the 
flefh, they conftrain you to be circumcifed ; only left 
they fhould fuffer perfecution for the crofs of Chrift. 

13 For neither they themfelves who are circumcifed 
keep the law; but defire to have you circumcifed, that 
they may glory in your ficth. 

14 But God forbid that I fhould glory, fave in the 
crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom the world is 
crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

15 For in Chrift Jefus neither circumcifion availeth 
any thing, nor uncircumcifion, but a newecreature. 

16 Andas many as walk according to this rule, peace 
e onthem, and mercy, and upon the Ifrael of God. 

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I 
bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jefus. 

18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be 
with your fpirit. Amen, 


g Unto the Galatians written from Rome. 





8 He that foweth to the flesh, &c.] He that in this life {pends his 
fubftance upon his Infts, feeking only the gratification of his fenfual 
defires, fhall hereafter reap eternal perdition; for the aétfons of this 
life are as feed fown for the next. 

12 Conftrain you to be circumcifed; only, &c.| Circumeifed Chrif- 
tians were by the Pagans looked upon as Jews; while thofe whe 
made profeffion of the gofpe] were violently perfecuted by the Pagans 
and Jews too. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap, V. VI. 


The apoftle here fhews in the cleareft manner, that the faith witich 
juftifies, operates by an averfion to, and forfaking of, finful prac- 
tices, and by continual habits of piety and charity: which difpo- 
fition of mind will evidence that we are of the number of the@fe in 
whom God dwells. 


5 The 


We muft not be weary in well-doing, 


Anno 
DOMINI 
38, 
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The Epiftle of PAUL to the EPHESIANS. 








ea 








THE ARGUMENT. 


The moft flourifbing fects of philofophers were fettled in Ephefus, and its neighbourhood ; and accordingly this epifile, 
which is full of the fublimeft doctrines and moft interefting precepts, is written in a flyle equal to the noble fentiments 
contained in it, and the learning of thofe to whom it was addreffed. St. Paul congratulates the Ephefians on their 
freadine/s and perfeverance ; and ftill more to confirm their faith, be gives them moft exalted views of the eternal love 


of God, and of the glorious excellence and dignity of Chrift. 








CHAP. I. 
4. Of eleflion and adoplion, 11% which is the irue and proper 
Sountain of mans falvation. 

AUL, an apofile of Jefus Chrift by the will of 
P God, to the faints which are at Ephefus, and to 
the faithful in Chrift Jefus : 

2 Grace 4e to you, and peace, trom God our Father, 
and from the Lord jefus Chrift. 

3 Bicffed ée the God and Father of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, who hath blefied us with all fpiritual bleffings 
in heavenly places in Chrift : 

4 According as he hath chofen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we fhould be holy and 
without blame beiore him in love: 

5 Having predeftinared us unto the adoption of chil- 
dren by Jcfus Chrift to himfelf, according to the good 
pleafure of his will, 

6 Yo the praife of the glory of his grace, whercin 
he hath made us accepied in the beloved. 

7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
tle forgivenels of fins, according to the riches of his 

TACE 3 
8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wif- 
dom and prudence ; 

g Waving made known unto us the myftery ef his 
will, according to his good pleafure which he hath pur~ 
pofed in himtelf : 


ome 


10 That in the difpenfation of the fulnefs of times he ‘f' 


might gather together in one all things in Chrift, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 
him: 

11 In whom alfo we have obtained an inheritance, 
being, predeftinated according to the purpofe of him 
who worketh all things after the counfel of his own will: 

12 That we fhould be to the praife of his glory, 
who firft trufled in Chrift. 

13 In whom ye alfo /rufed, after that ye heard the 
word of truth, the gofpel of your falvation: in whom 
alfo after that ye believed, ye were fealed with that holy 
Spirit of promife, 

14, Which is the earne{t of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchafed poffeffion, unto the praife 
of his glory. ‘ 

15 Wherefore J alfo, after I heird of your faith in 
the Lord Jefus, and love unto all the faints, 

16 Ceafe not to give thanks for you, making men- 
tion of you in my prayers ; 

17 That the God of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Fa- 
ther of glory, may give unto you the {pirit of wifdom 
and revelation in the knowledge of him : 

18 The eyes of your underftanding being enlightened ; 
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and 
wha: the riches of theglory ofhis inheritance in the faints. 


‘COMMENTARY anno NOTES ow CHAP. 1. IL 

J. 4 Before the foundation of the world, &c.] From this and other 
places in the New ‘Teitament, it appears, that even before the creation 
of Adam, the divine mercy had provided, in Chrilt, a remedy for his 
fall. ‘ 

13.2% sure faled, &c.] The Holy Spirit is given to believers 
In the nature of an earnet: fanétifying giace, wrought in the hea.‘ 
here, is a fuse carmel of fuiu:e glory in heaven. 

17 That the Gad of cur Lerd Fefus Chrip, &c.| From hence to the 
end of the chapter, we have a comprenenfive and moft affe€tionate 
prayer of the apoflle for the Ephefian conveiis; the whole of which 

No. Fo. 


19 And what és the exceeding greatnefs of his power 
to us-ward who believe, according to the working of 
his mighty power, ! 

20 Which he wrought in Chrift, when he raifed him 
from the dead, and fet dim at his own right hand in 
the heavenly paces, 

21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, 
and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this world, but alfo in that which is to come: 

22 And hath put all /b/zgs under his feet, and gave 
him /o de the head over all ‘ings to the church, 

23 Which is his body, the fulnefs of him that filleth 


all in all. 
CHAP. It. 
1 lthat we were 3 by nature, and what we are § by grace. 
10 We are created to good works. 
ND you bath he quickened, who were dead in tref 
pafies and fins ; 

2 Whercin in time paft ye walked according to the 
courfe of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, the fpirit that now worketh in the 
children of difobedience : 

3 Among whom alfo we all had our converfation in 
times paft in the lutts of our flefh, fulfilling the defires 
of the flefh and of the mind; and were by nature the 
children of wrath, even as others. 

4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, 

5 Even when we were dead in fins, hath quickened 
us together with Chrift, (by grace ye are faved ;) 

6 And hath raifed ws up together, and made us fit to~ 
gether in heavenly p-aces in Chrift Jefus : 

7 ‘lhat in the ages to come he might fhew the ex- 
ceeding riches of his grace in bis kindnefs towards us 
through Chrift Jefus. 

8 For by graceare ye faved through faith; and that 
not of yourfelves : 7f 7s the gift of God: 

g Not of works, left any man fhould boaft. 

10 For we are his workmantfhip, created in Chrift 
Jefus unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we fhould walk in them. ‘ 

11. Wherefore remember, that ye Jeing in time paft 
Gentiles in the fleth, who are called uncircumcifion by 
that which is called the Circumcifion in the flefh made 
by hands ; e 

12 Thatat that time ye were without Chrift, being 
aliens from the conimonwealth of Ifracl, and ftrangers 
from the covenants of promife, having no hope, and 
without God in the world: 

+13 But now in Chrift Jefus ye Who fometimes were 
far off are made nigh by the blood of Chrift. 

14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, 

and 


abounds with fuch admirable beauty and energy of expreffion, as are 
fcarcely to be paral eled in any author. 

I. 3 Children of evrath, &:c.| Expofed to God’s wrath and indig- 
nation by reafon of original and actual fin. 

8 By grace ye are faved, through faith, &c.] Ye had no title or 
claim to talvation; but God, of his own rich mercy, hath made you 
the objects of his love and favour. : 

14 He is our peace, &c.| Chrift is the great peace-maker between 
God and man: he is the purchafer, and the ellablither of our peace, 
by abolifhing the natural enmity of the heart, which was as it were a par- 
tition wall of feparation between God and the foul, 


20 C GENERAL 


Anno 
DOMINI 
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The falvation of the Gentiles revealed. EPHESIANS. 


Paul exhorteth to unity: 





Ann 
DOMINI 


64 


2 and hath broken down the middle wall of partition de- 


?ween us ; 
1g Having abolifhed in his flefh the enmity, even 
the law of commandments contained in ordinances ; for 
to make in himfelf of twain one new man, /o making 
eace 5 
i 16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in 
one body by the crofs, having flain the enmity thereby: 
17 And came and preached peace to you which were 
afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
18 For through him we both have accefs by one 
Spirit unto the Father. 
19 Now therefore ye are no more ftrangers and fo- 
reigners, but fellowcitizens with the faints, and of the 
houfhold of God; 


20 And are built upon the foundation of the apofilcs ( 


and prophets, Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief corner 
Jtone ; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together 
proweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: 

22 In whom ye alfo are builded together for an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit. : 


CHAP. IL. 
4 The hidden myflery, 6 that the Gentiles fhould be faved, 


was made known to Paul by revelation. 
OR this canfe I Paul, the prifoner of Jefus Chrift 
for you Gentiles, . 

2 (If ye have heard of the difpenfation of the grace 
of God which is given me to you-ward : 

3 How that by revelation he made known unto me 
the myftery; as J wrote afore in few words; 

4 Whereby, when ye read, ye may underftand my 
knowledge in the myftery of Chritft, 

5 Which in other ages was not made known unto the 
fons of men, as it is now revealed unto the holy apoftles 
and prophets by the Spirit ; 

6 that the Gentiles fhould be fellowheirs, and of the 
fame body, and partakers of his promife in Chrift by 
the gofpel : . : 

7 Whereof I was made a minifter, according to the 
gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual 
working of his power. : 

8 Unto me, who am lefs than the leaft of all faints, 
is this grace given, that I fhould preach among the 
Gentiles the unfearchable riches of Chrift ; 

9 And to make all men fee what is the fellowfhip of 
the myftery, which from the beginning of the world 
hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jefus 
Chrift ; 

10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powersin heavenly places might be knownby thechurch 
the manifold wifdom of God, 2 

11 According to the eternal purpofe which he pur- 
pofed in Chrift Jefus our Lord : 

12 In whom we have boldneis and accefs with con- 
fidence by the faith of him. ; 

13 Wherefore, I defire that ye faint not at my tri- 
bulations for you, which is your glory. 

14 For this caufe I bow my knees unto the Father 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

15 Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named, 

16 That he would grant you, according to the riches 
of his glory, to be ftrengthened with might by his Spi- 

rit in the inner man ; 





Genera, Reruectirons on Chap, I, 

We are chiefly to note from thefe chapters, that all men, without 
exception, were naturally dead in their fins, and under condemnation; 
but that, on converfion, they are delivered from that deplorable 
ftate, and raifed to the hope of eternal life, through the great and 
tender mercy of God, and by the death and refurre¢tion of our Lord 
Jefus Chritt. 

COMMENTARY anpo NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. | 
IL, 8 Unto me whoam lefs than the leaft of all faints, &c.) This 
hyperbolicat expreffiion imphes, that he was far from having the Icaft 
right or claim to that fingular favour of being made the apoitle to the 

Centiles. 

Llp 22 Accarding to the eternal purpofe, &c.] Here is thewn, that 


17 That Chrift niay dwell in your hearts by faith; 
that ye being rooted and grounded in love, ? 

18 May be able to comprehend with all faints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 

1g And to know the love of Chrift, which paffeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulnefs 
of God. 

20 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we afk or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us, : 

21 Unto him de glory inthe church by Chrift Jefus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 

CHAP. Iv. 
1 Paulexhorteth to unity: 14 to put on the new man: 26 
to difiar lying: 29 to ufe no corrupt talk. 

Thereture. tire priioner of the Lord, befeech you 

that ye wa:k worthy of the vocation wherewith ye 
are calleci, 

2 With all lowlinefs and meeknefs, with longfuffer- 
ing, fo. bearing one another in love: 

3 Endeavouitng to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of perce. 

4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in cnr hope of your calling; 

5 One Lord, onc faith, one baptifm, 

6 Cne Gou and Father of all, who és above all, anc 
through al', and in yeu all. 

7, But unto every ane of us is given grace according 
to tue mcafure Of the gift of Chrift. 

8 Wherefore he faith, When he afcended up on high 
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men. 

9 (Now that he afcended, what is it but that he alfo 
deicended firft into the lower parts of the earth? 

10 He that defcended is the fame alfo that afcended 
up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.) 

11 And he gave fome, apoftles; and fome, prophets; 
and fome, evangeifts ; and fome, paftors and teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the faints, for the work of 
the minitisy, tor the cdifying of the body of Chrift. 

13 Til weall comein the unity of the faith, and of 
the knowledge of the Sen of God, unto a perfeé& man, 
unto the mealure of the ftature of the fulnefs of Chrift: 

14 That we 4enceforth be no more children, toffed 
to and tio, and carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine, by the flcight of men, aud cunning craftinefs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive ; 

15 But {peaking the truth in love, may grow upinto 
him in all things, which is the head, even Chrift : 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together 
and compa¢led by that which every joint fupplieth, ac- 
cording to the effectual working in the meafure of every 
part, maketh increafe of the body unto the edifying 
of itfelf in love. 

17 This I fay therefore, and teftify in the Lord, that 
ye henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the 
vanity of their mind, 

18 Having the underftanding darkened, being alien- 
ated from the life of God through the ignorance that 
is in them, becaufe of the blindnefs of their heart : 

19 Who being paft feeling have given themfelves 
over unto Jafcivioufnefs, to work all uncleannefs with 
greedinefs, 

20 But ye have not fo learned Chrift ; 

2t If fo be that ye have heard him, and have been 
taught by him, as the truth is in Jefus ; 

22 That ye put off concerning the former converfa- 

tion 





whatever the wifdom of God has done in the work of redemption, 

was from all cternity purpofed to be done; and that our Lord Jefus 
Chrift_was the perfor: by whom God would in time execute his eternal 
urpofe. 

* IV. He led captizity captive, &c.] This alludes to the triumph of 
Chriit over fin, Satan, the world, and death, by whom fuch multi- 
tudes were conquered and enflaved. 

16 From whom rhe whole body, &c.) The apoftle here confiders 
Chrift, not only as the head, but likewife as the heart of the church, 
from whence the blood and fpirits are derived, through many canals 
and tubes, which communicate together to the extreme parts, for 
the increafe and nourifhment of the feveral parts or faculties of the 


foul. 
26 Be 


Anno 
OMINI 
64. 


And to follow the example of Chris love. CHAP. V. VI. The duties of wives, hufbands, parents, Sc. 


Anno tion the old man, which is corrupt according to the 20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and Anno 


the Father in the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift; DOMINT 


a a deceitful lufts ; 


23 And be renewed in the fpirit of your mind; 

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. 

25 Wherefore putting away lying, fpeak every man 
truth with his neighbour: for we are members one of 
another. : 

26 Be ye angry, and fin not: let not the fun godown 
upon your wrath: 

27 Neither give place to the devil. 

28 Let him that ftole fteal no more: but rather let 
him labour, working with Sis hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him that needeth. 

29 Let no corrupt communication proceed out of 
your mouth, but that which is good to the uie of edi- 
fying, that it may minifter grace unto the hearers. 

30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby 
ye are fealed unto the day of reclemption. 

31 Let all bitternefs, and wrath, and anger, and cla- 
mour, and evil fpeaking, be put away from you, with 
all malice : 

32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Chrilt’s fake 
hath forgiven you. 

CHAP. V. 
2 After many general exhortations ; 25 be exhorts men to 
love thetr wives, 32 as Chrift bis church. 
B* ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 
2 And walk in love, as Chrift alfo hath loved 
us, and hath given himfelf for us an offering and a fa 
crifice to God for a fweetfmelling favour. : 

g But fornication, and all uncleannefs, or covetouf- 
nefs, let it not be once named among you, as becometh 
faints 5 

4 Neither filthinefs, nor foolifh talking, nor jefting, 
which are not convenient : but rather piving of thanks. 

5 For this ye know, that no whoremonger, nor un- 
clean perfon, nor covetous man, who isan idolater, hath 
any inheritance in the kingdom of Chrift and of God. 

6 Let no man deceive you with vain words: for be- 
caufe of thefe things cometh the wrath of God upon 

the children of difobedience. 

7 Be not ye therefore partakers with them. 

8 For ye were fometimes darknefs, but now are ye 
light in the Lord: walk as children of light : 

9 (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodnefs and 
righteoufnefs and truth ;) 

10 Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. 

ut And have no fellowfhip with theunfruitful works 
of darknefs, but rather reprove them. 

12 For it is a fhame even to {peak of thofe things 
which are done of them in fecret. 

13 But all things that are reproved are made manifeft 
by the light: for whatfoeverdoth make manifeftis light. 

14 Wherefore he faith, Awake thou that fleepeft, 
and arife from the dead, and Chritt fhall give thee light. 

15 See then that ye walk circumfpectly, not as fools, 
but as wife, ; 

16 Redeeming the time, becaufe the days are evil. 

17 Wherefore be ye not unwife, but underftanding 
what the will of the Lord is. 

18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excefs; 
but be filled with the Spirit; 

19 Speaking to yourlfelves in pfalms and hymns and 
{piritual fongs, finging and making melody in yourheart 
to the Lord ; 





26 Be ye angry, and fin not, &c.] If ye be angry at any time, 
take heed that ye do not fin, by exceeding due bounds. 

30 When ye are fealed, &c.\ Whereby ye are diftinguifhed from 
others, appropriated to God, confirmed in the faith, and preferved 
by grace to the day of judgment. 


Generauw Rerrecrrions on Chap. ILIV. 

Let us contemplate with gratitude on the wonderful love of God, 
in calling the Gentiles to the knowledge of himfelf; and adhere 
inviolably to the gofpel, and to the dottrine of Jefus Chrift, which 
alone can lead us to perfection and eternal happinefs, 

a 


21 Submitting yourfelves one to another in the fear 
of God. 

22 Wives, fubmit yourfelves unto your own huf- 
bands, as unto the Lord. i; 

23 For the hufband is the head of the wife, even as 
Chrift is the head of the church: and he is the faviour 
of the body. 

24 Therefore as the church is fubjeé&t unto Chrift, 
fo /et the wives be to their own hufbands in every thing. 

2§ Hutbands, love your wives, even as Chrift alfo 
loved the church, and gave himfelf for it ; 

26 That he might fanétify and cleanfe it with the 
wafhing of water by the word, 

27 That he might prefent it to himfelfa glorious 
church, not having fpot, or wrinkle, or any fuch thing; 
but that it fhould be holy and without blemish. 

28 So ought men to love their wives as their own 
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himfelf. 

29 For no man ever yet hated his own fiefh; but 
nourifheth and cherifhethit, even astheLordthechurch: 

go For we are members of his body, of his flefh, and 
of his bones. 

3! For this caufe fhall a man leave his father and 
mother, and fhall bejoined unto his wife, and they two 
fhall be one flefh. 

2 Thisis a great myftery: but I fpeak concernin 
Chrin and the are: iia e p 

33 Neverthelefs let every one of you in particular 
fo love his wife even as himfelf; and the wife /ee that 
fhe reverence Jer hufband. . 

CHAP. VI 
1 The relative duties of children, 5 and fervants. 10 Our 
life is @ warfare. 13 The Chriftian’s armour. 
HILDREN, obey your parents in the Lord: for 
this is right. 

2 Honour thy father and mother ; which is the firft 
commandment with promife ; 

3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayef live 
long on the earth. 

4. And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to 
wrath : but bring them up in the nurture and admoni- 
‘tion of the Lord. 

5 Servants, be obedient to them that are your maf- 
ters according to the flefh, with fear and trembling, in 
finglenefs of your heart, as unto Chrift ; 

6 Not with eyefervice, as menpleafers; but as the 
fervantsof Chriit, doing the will of God fromthe heart; 

7 With good will doing fervice, as to the Lord, and 
not to men: 

8 Knowing that whatfoever good thing any man 
doeth, the fame fhall he receive of the Lord, whether 
he be bond or free. 

9 And, ye mafters, do the fame things unto them, 
forbearing threatening: knowing that your Mafter 
alfo isin heaven; neither is there refpect of perfons 
with him. 

10 Finally, my brethren, be ftrong in the.Lord, and 
in the power of his might. 

11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to ftand againft the wiles of the devil. 

12 For we wreftle not againft Hefk and blood, but 
againft principalities, again{t powers, againft the rulers 
of the darknefs of this world, againft {piritual wicked- 
nefs in high places. 

13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour _ 

Ods 


COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. 

V. 5 Nor covetous max, who is an idolater, &c.] Any thing 
that has our fupreme regard, love, and delight, and is the {pecial ob- 
jeét of our hope, fear, and care, this we make our God; thus pre- 
ferring the creature to the Creator. 

18 Be not drunk with wine—but be filled with the Spirit.) Let 
no Chriftian allow himfelfin any finful exceffes; but let his defires 
and endeavours be carried out after the grace and Spirit of God. 

VI. 10 Be firong in the Lord, &c.] Rely mot on your own 
ftrength: but depend on God’s omnipotent power to fupport and 

16 OF 


defend you in every fervice and conflict. 
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‘The complete armour of God. 
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Anno God, that ye may be able to withftand in the evil day, 
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and having done all, to ftand. 

14 Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breaftplate of righteoufnefs ; 

1g And your fect fhod with the preparation of the 
gofpel of peace; 

16 Above all, taking the fhield of faith, wherewith 
ye fhall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. 

17 And take the helmet of falvation, and the fword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 

18 Praying always with all prayer and fupplication 
in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perfe- 
verance and fupplication for all faints ; 

19 And for me, that utterance may be given unto 


16 Of the wicked.] Of the wicked-one, the devil. 
Generau Rerniectrons on Chap. V. VI. 
We are here taught to avoid carnal and profane pleafures; to live in 
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me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known 
the myftery of the gofpel, 

20 For which I am an ambaflador in bonds: that 
therein I may fpeak boldly, as I ought to fpeak. 

21 But that ye alfo may know my affairs, and how I 
do, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minifler 
in the Lord, fhall make known to you all things : 

22 Whom I have fent unto you for the fame pur- 
pofe, that ye might know our affairs, and that he might 
comfort your hearts. 

23 Peace eto the brethren, and love with faith, from 
God the Father and the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

24 Grace be with all them that love our Lord Jefus 
Chrift in fincerity. Amen. 

Written from Rome unto the Ephefians by Tychicus. 


a rrr ar nar i ec i ea 
the difcharge of all relative duties; to read and meditate conti- 
nually upon the word of God, and to pray with zeal and perfe- 
yerance. 
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The Epiftle of PAUL to the PHILIPPIANS. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The apoftle’s defign in thas epifile feems to be, to comfort the Philippians under the concern they had expreffed of the neves 
of his imprifonment, to check a party fpirit, and promete an intire union and harmony of affection; to guard them 
againf! being feduced fron the purity of the gofpel by judaizing Chriftians ; to fupport them under their trials ; and, 
above all, toinfpire them with a concern to adorn their profeffion by the moft eminent attainments in the divine life. 


t= 





CHAP. I. 

1 Paul's thankfulnefs to God for them, 9 and prayers for 
their fpiritual improvement. 12 The sruit of Paul's 
troubles. 

AUL and Timotheus, the fervants of Jefus 

P Chrift, to all the faints in Chrift Jefus which are 

at Philippi, with the bifhops and deacons: 

2 Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Fa- 
ther, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 

4 Always in every prayer of mine for you all making 
requeft with joy, 

5 For your fellowfhip in the gofpel from the firft day 
until now; 

6 Being confident of this very thing, that he which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform if until 
the day of Jefus Chrift: 

7 Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, 
becaufe I have you in my heart ; inafmuch as both in 
my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the 
gofpel, ye all are partakers of my grace. 

8 For God is my record, how greatly I long after 
you allin the bowels of Jefus Chrift. 

9 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and zz all judgment ; 

10 That ye may approve things that are excellent ; 

that ye may be fincere and without offence till the day 

of Chrift ; 

11 Being filled with the fruits of righteoufnefs,which 
are by Jefus Chrift, unto the glory and praife of God. 

12 But I would ye fhould undertftand, brethren, that 
the things which happened unto me have fallen ont ra- 
ther unto the furtherance of the gofpel; : 

13 Sothat my bonds in Chrift are manifeft in all the 
palace, and in all other places 5 

14 And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing 
confident by my bonds, are much more bold to {peak 
the word without fear. 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES cn CHAP. EI. 
J. G6 Reing confident of this wery thing, &c.] This fhews the 
firm affurance the apofile had of their perfeverance in grace “nto 
the end, by the divine affiftance, 


nrg ene cement 


__ 15 Some indeed preach Chrift even of envy and 


ftrife; and fome alfo of good will: D 


16 Theonepreach Chriitof contention, not fincercly, 
fuppofing to add affliction to my bonds: 

17 But the other of love, knowing that I am fet for 
the defence of the gofpel. 

18 What then? notwithftanding, every way, whether 
in pretence, or in truth, Chrift is preached; and I 
therein do rejoice, vea, and will rejoice. 

19 For | know that this fhall turn to my falvation 
through your prayer, and the fupply of the Spirit of 
Jefus Chrift, 

20 According to my earneft expectation and my hope, 
that in nothing I fall be afhamed, but ¢thaé with all 
boldnefs, as always, /o now alfo Chrift fhall be magni- 
fied in my body, whether 7¢ de by life, or by death. 

21 Forto me to live zs Chrift, and to die zs gain. 

22 But if I live in the fieth, this zs the fruit of my 
labour: yet what I fhall choofe I wot not. 

23 For J am in a ftrait betwixt two, having a defire 
to depart, and to be with Chrift; which is far better: 

24 Neverthelefs to abide in the flefh is more needful 
for you. 

25 And having this confidence, 1 know that I fhall 
abide and continue with you all for your furtherance 
and joy of faith; 

26 That your rejoicing may be more abundant in 
Jefus Chrift for me by my coming to you again. 

27 Only let-your converfation be as it becometh the 
gofpel of Chrifi: that whether I come and fee you, or 
elfe be abfent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye ftand 
fait in one fpirit, with one mind ftriving together for 
the faith of the gofpel ; 

28 And in nothing terrified by your adverfaries : 
which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to 
you of falvation, and that of God. 

29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Chrift, 

not 





21 For to me to live is Chri, &c.| This implies, that both life 
and ‘death are gain to a Uhriftian; and that it is Chritt who makes 
both life and death advantageous. , 

& Hibs 
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Bede Ji . ie a Sod 
Paul exhorteth to union and charity... CH AP, II. III. He counteth all things lofs for Chrifls 


25 Yet I fuppofed it neceffary to fend to you Epa- Anno 


Anno not only to believe on him, but alfo to fuffer for his rane, 
phroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, and?"7)) 


DOMINI fake - 
3 


30 Having the fame conflid whith ye faw in me, 
and now hear fo ge in me. 

CHAP. I: : 
1 He exbortcih to unity and humility, 12 and to carefuluefs 

in working out their own falvation, 

l* there be therefore any confolation in Chrift, if any 
RK comfort of love, if any fellowfhip of the Spirit, if 
any bowels and mercies, 

2 Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having 
the fame love, éefuy of one accord, of one mind. 

3 Let nothing ée dove through ftrife or vainglory ; 
but in lowlinefs of mind let cach efteem other better 
than themfelves. 

4, Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man alfo on the things of others. 

5 Let this mind be in you, which was alfo in Chrift 

cfus : 
J 6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be equal with God: 

7 But made himfelf of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a fervant, and was made in the like- 
nefs of men: 

8 And being found in fafhion as a man, he humbled 
himfelf{ and becaine obedient unto death, even the 
death of the crofs. 

9 Wherefore God alfo hath highly exalted him, and 
given him aname which is above every name: . 

10 That at the name of Jefus every knee fhould 


bow, of ¢thizgs in heaven, and ¢bings in carth, and. 


Zbings under the earth ; 
1x And ¢bat every tongue fhould confefs that Jefus 
Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, . 


notas in my prefence only, but now much more in my 
abfence, work out your own falvation with fear and 
trembling. 


13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will. 


and to do of bis good pleafure. 

14 Doall things without murmuringsand difputings: 

1g That ye may be blamelefs and harmlefs, the fons 
of God, without rebuke, in the midft of a crooked and 
perverfe nation, among whom ye fhine as lights in the 
world ; 

16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may re- 
joice in the day of Chrift, that I have not run in vain, 
neither laboured in vain. 

17 Yea, and if ] be offered upon the facrifice and 
fervice of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all. 

18 For the fame caufe alfo do ye joy, and rejoice 
with me. 

1g But Itruftin the Lord Jefus to fend Timotheus 
fhortly unto you, that I alfo may be of gvuod comfort, 
when I know your ftate. ' 

20 For IT have no man likeminded, who will natu- 
rally care for your ftate. 

21 For ail feck their own, not the things which are 
Jefus Chrift’s. . 

22 But ye know the proof of him, that, as a fon 
with the father, he hath ferved with me in the gofpcel. 

23 Him therefore I hope to fend prefently, fo foon 
as ] fhall fee how -it will go with me. 

24 Bur Ttruft in the Lord that I alfo myfelf fhall 
come fhortly. ; 








WI. 6 Wrko, being in the form of God, &c.] Invefted with divine 
authority and dominion. 

13 Lt is God zvhbich avorketh ix you, &e.] We can do nothing with- 
out God; but let us always remember, that where he gives his grace, 
a proper exercife of it is expected from us. . 

30 Lor rhe svork of Chrift be was, &c.] ‘Fhe work here meant is 
properly his journey to Rome, which was long and tedious, and his 
watchings and labour very {pending. 


Genernat Reriections on Chup. I. If. 


We may infer from hence, that what the enemies do to deftroy the 
gofpel, often helps to fpread it the more: that the fouls of the 


faithful are happy with the Lord immediately after the death of the . 
body : that the concerns of our falvation are the moit interefting of 


No. 71, 





tellowfoldier, but your meffenger, and he that mini- 
ftered to my wants. : 

26 For he longed after you all, and was full of heavi- 
nefs, becaufe that ye had heard that he had been fick. 

27 For indeed he was fick nigh unto death: but 
God had mercy on him ; and not on him only, but on” 
me alfo, left I fhould have forrow upon forrow. ||. 

28 1 fent him therefore the more carefully, thar,, 
when ye fee him again,-ye may rejoice, and tha: [ 
may be the lefs forrowful. i 

29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all glad." 
nefs ; and hold fuch in reputation : . 

30 Becaufe for the work of Chrift he was nigh unto 
death, not regarding his life, to fupply vour lack of 
fervice toward me. , 

CHAP. Il. 
t Paul cxhorteth to beware of fatfe tcachers; 17 to follow his 
example ; 18 and to decline the ways of carnal Chrijtiuans. 
INALLY, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To 
write the fame things to you, to me indeed 7s not 
grievous, but for you 7f zs fafe. 

2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware | 
of the concifion. 

3 For we are thecircumcifion, which worfhip God . 
in the fpirit, and rejoice in Chrift Jefus, and have no 
confidence in the flefh. ; 

4 Though I might alfo have confidence in the fleth.; 
If any other man thinketh that he hath whercof he might 
truft in the flefh, I more: 

g Circumcifed the eighth day, of the ftock of Ifracl, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; 
as touching the law, a Pharifec ; . 

6 Concerning zeal, perfeciting the church; touch’ 
ing the righteoufnefs which is in the law, blamielefs. 

'7 But what things were gain to me, thofe I counted 
lofs for Chrift. Se 

8 Yea doubtlefs, and I count all things Sut lofs for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift ee my 
Lord: for whom I have fuffered the lofs of all things, 
and do count them dué dung, that I may win Chrift, 

g And be found in him, not having mine own righ- _ 
teoufnefs, which is of the law, but that which is through - 
the faith of Chrift, the righteoufnefs which is of God 
by faith: 

10 That I may know him, and the power of his re- .. 
furrection, and the fellowfhip of his fufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death ; 

11 If by any means I might attain unto the refur- 


rection of the dead. 


12 Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may ap- 
prehend that for which alfo I am apprehended of Chrift 
Jefus. ware 

13 Brethren, I count not myfelf to have apprehend. 
ed: but this one thing J do, forgetting thofe things 
which are behind, and reaching forth unto thofe things 
which are before. ; 

* 14] prefs toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chrift Jefus. . 

15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: and if any thing ye be otherwife minded, 
God fhall reveal even this unto you, 

: 16 Neverthelefs, 





any ; and that the true minifters of Chrift ought to be very dear to 
the church. : 
COMMENTARY ann, NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. 

Ill. 2 Beware of dogs, &ce} OF thofe envious, malignant, and 
contentious perfons, who, like dogs, fnarl and fnort at the truths they 
do not underftand. 

3 And have no confidence in the flefo.| We donot build our hopes 
upon the externals of religion, but take Chrift as the fupreme objeét 
of our faith, love, and hope. : 

11 J might attain unto the refurre@ion of the dead.| Unto thofe dee 
-grees of grace and holinefs which attend the ftate of the refurrection. - 

az J follow after, if that I may apprehend, &c.] Chrift takes hold 
of us before we have any defire towards him: we mave as moved of 
him, and affifted by him. 

10 D Iv. 





Anno 
OOM 
4. 


Exhortation to ftedfafine/s, Cc. 


16 Neverthelefs, whereto we have already attained, 


é ” let ts walk by the fame rule, let us mind the fame thing. 


17 Brethren, be followers together cf me, and mark 
them which walk fo as ye have us for an enfample. 

18 (For many walk, of whom I have to:d you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they are the ene- 
mies of the crofs of Chritt: 

19 Whofe end is deftruétion, whofe God is their 
belly, and woe glory is in their fhame, who mind 
earthly things.) 

20 ¥or our converfation is in heaven; from whence 
alfo we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrift : 

21 Who fhall change our vile body, that it may be 
fafhioned like unto his glorious body, according to the 
working whereby he is able even to fubdue all things 
unto himfelf, 

CHA P. Iv. 
x General exhortations. 10 Paul's joy for their liberality 
toward him, and God’s grace in them. 
HEREFORE, my brethren dearly beloved and 
longed for, my joy and crown, fo fland faft in 
the Lord, my dearly beloved. 

2 I befeech Euodias, and befeech Syntyche, that 
they may be of the fame mind in the Lord. 

3 And Lintreat thee alfi., truce yokefellow, help thofe 
women which laboured with me in the gofpel, with 
Clement alfo, and with other my fellowlabourers, 
whofe names are in the book of life. 

4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I fay, Rejoice. 

5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. 
The Lord zs at hand. 

6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer and fupplication with thankfgiving let your 
requefts be made known unto Ged. : 

7 And the peace of God, which paffeth all under- 
ftanding, fhall keep your hearts and minds through 
Chrift Jefus. 

8 Finally, brethren, whatfoever things are true, what- 
foever things are honeft, whatfoever things are juft, 
whatfoever things are pure, whatfoever thingsarelovely, 
whatfoever things are of good report ; if there be any 





IV. 6 Be careful for nothing, S&c.] Be not fo anxious about any 
thing, as to difquiet and diftrefs your minds. 

8 Whatfoever things are true, &c.| As if he had faid, How ex- 
cellent and amiable foever other qualities and endowments may be in 
themfelves, yet the precepts I have fet before you in this epiftle ought 
to be particularly attended to. 

19 Afy God fhall fupply all your need, &c.] God will fupply 


———— 
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PHILIPPIANS.: 





‘The Epiftle of PAUL to the COLOSSIANS. 
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virtue, and if there be any praife, think on thefé things. Anno 
9 Thofe things which ye have both learned, and re- aoe 


ceived, and heard, and feen in me, do: and the God 
of peace fhall be with you. 

ao But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at 
the laft your care of me hath flourithed again: wherein 
ye were alfo careful, but ye lacked opportunity. 

11 Not that I fpeak in refpe&t of want: for I have 
learned,in whatfoever ftateI am, therewithto becontent. 

12 I know both how to be abafed, and I know how 
to abound: evéry where and in all things I am in- 
firndled both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to fuffer need. 

13 can do all things through Chrift which Rrength- 
eneth me. 

14 Notwithftanding ye have well done, that ye did 
communicate with my affliGion. 

15 Now, ye Philippians, know alfo, that in the be- 
ginning of the gofpel, when I departed from Mace- 
donia, no church communicated with me as concern- 
ing giving and recciving, but ye only. 

16 For even in Theflalonica ye fent once and again 
unto my necefliry. 

i7 Not becaufe I defire a gift: but I defire fruit 
that may abound to your account. 

18 But I have all, and abound: I-am full, having 
received of Epaphroditus the things which were fent 
from you, an odour of a fweet fmell, a facrifice ac- 
ceptable, well! pleafing to God. 

19 But my God fhall fupply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Chrift Jefus, 

20 Now unto God and our Father Ze glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

21 Salute every faint in Chrift Jefus. 
which are with me greet you. 

22 All the faints falute you, chiefly they that are of 
Cefar’s houfhold. 

23 The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you 


The brethren 


all. Amen. 
4 1t was written to the Philippians from Rome by 
Epaphroditus.- 


cc nen 

you, for your fupplying me; according to his rich mercy and gloe 

rious grace. 
Generat ReFrrections on Chap. III. IV. 

In the firft of thefe chapters we have the charatteriftics of a true 
Chriftian ; and, in the laft, the feveral duties they ought to prac- 
tife; and that the relief we afford to the minifters and fervants 
of te efpecially when fuffering for the gofpel, is very pleafing 
to God. , 











THE ARGUMENT. 


‘Lhe grand defign of this epiftle is, to excite the Coloffians, by the moft perfuafive arguments, to a temper and behaviour 


worthy their facred character, and to fecure them from the influence and fubtleties of the heathen philofophers, who 


endeavoured to feduce them from the purit 


of the Chriftzan faith: the apofile alfo exhorts them to beware of the 


infinuations of fone Fewifh xealots, who infifted on the neceffity of conforming to the ceremonies of the Mofaic law. 


<= 





CHAP. IL 

x Paul thanketh God for their faith: 9 be prayeth for 
increafe of grace. 

AUL an apoftle of Jefus Chri by the will of 


“Anno . 
poMINI God, and Timotheus our brother, 
64. 2 To the faints and faithful brethren in Chrift 


which are at Coloffe: Grace 4e unto you, and peace, 
from God our father and the Lord Jefus Chrift, 


A AR TI AT IE I A DET ANRC, 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. LIL 
J. 5 The bope which is laid xp for zou ia beaven, &c.} The 

2 


3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our sano 


Lord Jefus Chrift, praying always for you, 

4 Since we heard of your faith in Chrift Jefus, and 
of the love which ye have to all the faints, 

5 For che hope which is laid up for you in heaven, 
whereof ye heard before in the word of the truth of 
the gofpel ; 

6 Which is come unto you, as 7# zs in all the world; 

and 


OR er CURR RETA RETEST AES POPS ENGST PPT ALES rt NEGATE, LS 
great and good things hoped fer in a future flate, and there to be en- 
joyed, 

313 Whe 


DOMINS 


64. 


ie 


The Gentiles reconciled to God by Chrifit. CH AP. II. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
O+4. 


and bringeth forth fruit, as it doth alfo in you, fince the 


day ye heard of ir, and knew tie grace of God in truth: 
7 As ye alfo learned of Epaphras our dear fellow- 
fervant, who is for you a faithful minifter of Chriit ; 
8 Who alfo declaied unto us your love in the Spirit. 
g For this caule we alfo, fince the day we heard zf, 


do not ceafe to pray for you, and todefire that ye might 
be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wifdom 


and fpiritual underftanding ; 


10 That ye might -valis worthy of the Lord unto all 


pleafing, being fruitiul in every good work, and in- 

creafing in the knowledge of God ; : i 
rz Strengthened with all might, according to his 
elorinus power, unto all patience and longfuffering 

-with joyfulneds 5 ; 

i 42 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made 
us mect to be partakers of the inheritance of the faints 
in light: 
ae 13 Who hath delivered us from the power of dark- 
nefs, and hath tranflated us into the kingdom of his 

ar Son: : 
14.1n whom we have oS anEee through his blood, 
ven the forgivenefs of fins: 

: 15 Who : the image of the invifible God, the firft- 
born of every creature: . 

16 For by him were all things created, that are in 
heaven, and that are in earth, vilible and invifible, whe- 
ther they be thrunes, or dominions, or principalities, or 
powers: ail things were created by him, and for him: 

a7 And heis before all things, and by him all things 
fift. 
a And he is the head of the body, the church : 
who Is the beginning, the firftborn from the dead ; that 
in all thingy he might have the preeminence. 

19 For it pleafed te Father that in him fhould all 

fulnefs dwell: 


20 And, having made peace through the blood of 


his crofs, by him to reconcile all things unto himfelf 5 


by him, //ay, whether they be things in earth, or things 


an heaven. 


21 And you that were fometimes alienated and ene- 
mics in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he 


reconciled 


22 In the body of his ficfh through death, to prefent 
you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his 


fight : 


23 If yc continue in the faith grounded and fettled, 
and Ze not moved away from the hope of the gofpel, 
which ye have heard, and which was preached to every 
creature which is under heaven ; whereof I Paul am 


made a minifter; 5 
24 Who now rejoice in my fufferings for you, 


fulfil the word of God ; 


26 Even the myftery which hath been hid from ages 
and from generations, but now is made manifeft to his 


faints: ; 
_ 27 Towhom God would make known what is the 
riches of the glory of this myftery among the Gentiles; 
which is Chritt in you, the hope of glory : 

28 Whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every manin all wifdom ; that we may pre- 


fent every man perfect in Chrift Jefus: 


13 Who hath delivered us from fhe power of darkue/s, &c.] Namely, 
by bringing them out of that dark ftate of heathenifm, fin, and mi- 


vey. in which they lay, and tranflating them into a itate of grace. 
ae! 9 "That in bee ‘Biutd all fulacs devel | All fulnefs of gifts and 
ree Fill xp that aubich is bebind, &c.) This implies, that there is 
yet a remainder of fufferings affigned over by Chrift into his mem- 
bers, to be filled up by them. 

VW. 4 Besvare tof? any max Spoil pou through philofeply, &e.] The 
heathen philofophers amufed the Chriftians with their vain fpecula- 
tions: the Jewifh teachers were for impofing on them the Levitical 
rites, which the apoftle calls rudiments, or elements, fitted for the in-~ 
fancy of the church. : 





and 
fill up that which is behind of the’afflictions of Chrift 
in my ficfh for his body’s fake, which is the church 3; 

2g Whereof I ama made a minifter, according to the 
difpenfation of God which is given to me for you, to 


‘The law of ordinances abolifhed. 


29 Whereunto I alfo labour, (triving according to_Anno 
his working, which worketh in me mightily. oeeiee 
CPAP. Al te 
He exhorteth to be conftant in Chrift. 
OR 1 would that ye knew what great confli& I 
have for you, and for them at Laodicea, and for 
as many as have not’ feen my face in the Heth; 

2 That their hearts might be comforted, being knit 
together inlove, and unto all riches of the full affurance 
of underflanding, to the acknowledgment of the myf. 
tery of God, and of the Father, -and of Chrift; 

3 In whom are hid all the treafures of wifdom and 
knowledge. 1 

4 And this I fay, left any man fhould beguile you 
with enticing words. ; 

5 For though I be abfent in the flefh, yet am I with 
you in the fpirit, joying and beholding your order, and 
the fledfaftnefs of your faith in Chrift. : 

6 As ye have therefore received Chrift Jefus the 
Lord, /o walk ye in him : 

‘'7 Rooted and built up in him, and ftablifhed in the 
faith, as ye have been taught, abounding therein with 
thankfgiving. 

8 Beware left any man fpoil you through philofophy 
and vain deceit, after the traclition of men, after the 
rudiments of the world, and not after Chrift. 

9 For in hima dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily. 

10 And ye are complete in him which is the head 
of all principality and power: 

x1 In whom alfo yeare circumcifed with the circum- 
cifion made without hands, in putting off the body of 
the fins of the flefh by the circumcifion of Chrift : 

12 Buried with him in baptifm, wherein alfo ye are 
rifen with 4im through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raifed him from the dead. 

13 And you, being dead in your fins and the uncir- 
cumcifion of your flefh, hath he quickened together 
with him, having forgiven you all trefpaffes ; 

14 Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that 
was againft us, which was contrary to us, and tookit 
out of the way, nailing it to his crofs; 

15 And having {poiled principalities and powers, he 
madea fhew of them openly, triumphing over them init. 

16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in 
drink, or in refpect of an holyday, or of the newmoon, 
or of the fabbath days - 

17 Which are a fhadow of things tocome; but the 
body zs of Chrift. 

18 Let no man beguile you of your reward in a vo~ 
luntary humility and worfhipping of angels, intruding 
into thofe things which he hath not feen, vainly puffed 
up by his flefhly mind. ‘ 

19 And not holding the head, from which all the 
body by joints and bands having nourifhment mini- 
ftered, and knit together, increafeth with the increafe 
of God. 

_ 20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Chrift from the ru- 
diments of the world, why, as though living in the 
world, are ye fubject to ordinances, 

21 (Touch not; tafte not; handle not; 

22 Which allare to perifh with the ufing;) after the 
commandments and doétrines of men? 

23 Which things have indeed a thew of wiidom in 
will-worfhip, and humility, and neglecting of the body 5 
not in any honour to the fatisfying of the a “a 

a err ee ec Sy 


19 Not holding the head, &c.] Not keeping ftedfaft to Chrift the 
one mediator; alluding to the paganizing Chriftians, who covering 
their error with a plautible fhew cf humility, pretended it was pre- 
fumptuous to addrefs God immediately without the mediation of an- 


gels: this is, and-has long been the error of the papifts. 


t 


Generar REFLEcTIONs on Chap. I, II. 


St. Paul fhews us, that the dodirine of Chrift was fufficient for fal- 
vation without any human mixture; and that we thould always 
confine ourfelves to the gofpel, and afpire after true piety, arifing 
from a pure faith, a renunciation of the world, fin, and the defires 


of the fefh. COMMENTARY 


‘Exhortation to be heavenly minded. 


Anno ; 
NU y He foeweth where 


po 


MI 
64 


CHAP. UI. 

to feek Chbrifl: 12 and exborts to 
: Jfeveral duties. 

T ye then be rifen with Chrilt, feek thofe things 
f which are above, where Chrift fitteth on the right 
hand of God. : 

2 Set your affections on things above, not on things 
‘on the earth, 

3 For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Chrift in 

od. 

4. When Chrift, whe is our life, fhall appear, then 
fhall ye alfo appear with him in glory. 

5 Mortity therefore your members which are upon 
theearth ; fornication, uncleannefs, inordinateaffection, 
evil concupifcernce,and covetoufnefs, which is idolatry : 

6 For which things’ fake the wrath of God cometh 
on the children of difobedience: , 

4 Inthe which ye alfo walked fome time when ye 
lived in them. 

8 But now ye alfo put off all thefe; anger, wrath, 
malice, blafphemy, filthy communication out of your 
mouth. 

g Lie not one to another, feeing that ye have put off 
the old man with his deeds ; 

10 And have put on the new may, which is renewed 
in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 

11. Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circum- 
cifion nor uncircumcifion, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free: but Chrift 7s all, and in all. 

12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindnefs, humblenefs of 
mind, meeknefs, longfuflering ; 

13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one ano- 
ther, if any man have a quarrel againit any: even as 
Chrift forgave yeu, fo alfo do ye. 

14 And above all thefe things put ox charity, which 
is the bond of perfectnefs. 

1g And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to 
the which alfo ye are called in one body; and be ye 
thanktul. 

16 Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly in all 
wifdom; teaching and admonifhing one another in 
pfalms and hymns and fpiritual fongs, finging with 
grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

17 And whatfoever ye do in word or deed, do all in 
the name of the Lord Jefus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him. 

18 Wives, fubmit yourfelves unto your own huf- 
bands, as it is fit in the Lord. 

19 Hufbands, love your wives, and be not bitter 
againft them. 

20 Children, obey your parents in all things: for this 
is well pleafing unto the Lord. 

2 Fathers, provoke not your children /o anger, left 
they be difcouraged. 

22 Servants, obcy in all things yor mafters accord~ 
ing to the ficfh; not with eyelervice as menpleafers ; 
but in finglenefs of heart, fearing God: 

ee 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. UL IV. 

Il. 3 For ye are dead, &c.| Your affeétions, defires, ends, and aims, 
are rectified. by divine grace, refpeéting the things of this lower world. 

17 Do all iz the name of the Lord Fefus, &c.] Do all things to the 
glory of God. 

IV. Let your fpecch be—feafoned with falt, &c.| "That is, be wile 
and difcreet, that it may tend to preferve thofe we converfe with from 


eonverfion. s 
16 Read the epiftle from Laodicea, &c.] Some undesftand this of 
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COLOSSIANS. 





23 And whatfvever ye do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord, and not unto men; Se 

24. Knowing that of the lord ye fhall receive the 
reward of the inheritance: for ye ferve the Lord Chrift. 

2g But he that doeth wrong fhall receive for the 
wrong which he hath done: and there is no refpect of 
perfons. 

CHAP. IV. 
prayer. 5 Wark wwifely toward then 
thet know not Chrif2. 
ASTERS, give unto your fervants that which is 
juft and equal; knowing that ye alfo have a 
Mafter in heaven, 

2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the fame with 
thank{giving ; . 

3 Withal praying alfo for us, that God would open 
unto us a door of utterance, to fpeak the my itery of 
Chrift, for which I alfo am in bonds: ; 

4 That 1 may make it manifeft, as I ought to fpeak. 

5 Walk in wifdom toward them that are without, 
redeeming: the time. 

6 Let your fpeech dc alway with grace, feafoned with 
falc, thatyemay know how ycoughtzoanfwerevery man. 

All my eflare fhall Tychicus declare unto you, «ho 
isa beloved brother, and a faithful miniter and fellow- 
fervant in the Lord: 

8 Whom I have fenr unto you for the fame purpofe, 
that he might know your eftate,and comfort your hearts; 

g With Onelimus, a faithful and beloved brother, 
who is oxe of you. They fhall make known unto you 
all things which are doue here. 

1o Ariftarchus my fellowprifoner faluteth you, and 
Marcus, fifter’s fon to Barnabas, (touching whom ye 
received commandments : if he come unto you, receive. 
him ;) 

1a And Jefus, which is called Juftus, who are of 
the circumcifion. Thele only are my tcllowworkers 
unto the kingdom of God, which have been a comfort 
unto me. 

12 Epaphras who is eve of you, a fervanr of Chrift, 
faluteth you, always labouring: fervently for vou in 
prayers, thar ye may fland pertect and complete in all 
the will of God. 

13 For] bear him record, that he hath a great zeal 
for you, and them ¢hut are in Laodicea, and them in 
Hicrapolis. 

14. Luke, the beloved phyfician, and Demas, greet you. 

15 Salute the brethren which are in Laodicea, and 
Nymphas, and the church which is in his houfe. 

16 And when this epiftic is read among you, caufe 
that it be read alfo in the church of the Laodiceans ; 


1 To be fervent in 


wand that ye likewife read the ep//tle from Laodicea. 


17 And fay to Archippus, Take heed to the miniftry 
which thou haft received in the Lord, thatthou fulfil it. 
18 The falutation hy the hand of me Paul. Re- 
member my bonds. Grace de with you. Amen. 
G Written from Rome to the Coloffians by Ty- 
chicus and Onefimus. ; 





the epiftle to the Ephefians, which they have accordingly flyled the 
epiftle to the Laodiceans. 


Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. IIf. IV. 

The apoftle here fhews the principal duties of the Chriftian life, which 
are, to abound in mercy, goodnefs, meeknefs, and humility ; to 
bear with and pardon one another, to edify by favoury difcourfe, 
give continual thanks to God our Father, and glorify him in all our 
words and actions. 
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The FirftEpiftle of Paux tothe TH ESSALONIANS. 


< 





= 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The apofile’s de{igie, tx this epifile, 15, in general, to confirm: t 
faith, and to engage them, from the muft cogent motives, 10 ms i 
emincut in every branch of the Chriftian character, by their holine[s, and unblameablensfs of converfation. 


3 


he Theffalonian converts ix their adlerence to the Chriffiaiz 
ake fiill greater advances in religion, and become yet more 


CHAP, 


The duty of maflers, Sc. 


Anre 


DOS 


63. 


a oad 
ths great care for the Theffalonians: 

LS 

rt As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and Anno | 

charged every one of you, asa father det) his children, gas 


Paul’s manner of preaching the gofpel. CHAP. I. II. II. 


Anno CHAP. I. 


ms ak 2 Paul freweth his thankful remembrance of the Theffalo- 


nians in bis prayers ; 5 applauding them for their fin- 
cere faith and cenverfion. 
AUL, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 
Pp church of the Theffalonians which is in God the 
Father and zz the Lord Jeftrs Chrift: Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the 
Lord Jefus Chrit. 


2 We give thanks to God always for you all, mak- § 


ing mention of you inour prayers ; 

3 Remembering without ceafing your work of faith, 
and labour of love, and paticuce of hope in our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, in the fight of (s0:! and our Father; 

4. Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of 
God. 

5 For our gofpel came not unto youin word only, 
but alfo in power, and in the Holy Ghoft, and in 
much affurance: as ye know what manner of men we 
were among you for your fake. 

6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, 
having received the word in much affliction, with joy 
of the Holy Ghoft: 

7 So that ye were cnfamples to all that believe in 
Macedonia and Achaia. 

8 For from you founded out the word of the Lord 
not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but alfo in evgry 
place your faith to God-ward is fpread abroad ; fo that 


. we need not to fpeak any thing. 


9 For they themfelves fhew of us what manner of 
entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to 
God from idols to ferve the living and true God ; 

10 And.to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raifed from the dead, even Jefus, which delivered us 
from the wrath to come. 

CHAP. II. 
1 Paul's preaching the gofpel at Theffalonica declared, 18 
and alfa the reafen of his abfence from them. 
OR yourfelves, brethren, know our entrance in 
unto you, that it was not in vain: 

2 Buteven after that we had fuffered before, and 
were fhamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, 
we were boicl in our God to fpeak unto you the gof- 
pel of God with much contention. : 

3 For our exi.c..c inn seas not of deceit, nor of 
uncleannefs, norin guile: 

4 But as we are allowed of God to be put in truft 
with the gofpel, cven fo we fpeak; not as pleafing 
men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 

5 For neither at any time ufed we flattering words, 
as ye know, nor a cloke of covetoufnefs; God is 
witnefs : 

6 Nor of men fought we glory, neither of you, nor 

et of others, when we might have been burdenfome, 
as the apoftles of Chirift. = 

7 But we were gentle among you, even as a nurfe 
cherifheth her children : ; 

8 So being affectionately defirous of you, we were 
willing to have imparted unto you, not the gofpel of 
God only, but alfo our own fouls, becaufe ye were 
dear unto us. 

9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and tra- 
vail: for labouring night and day, becaufe we would 
not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto 
you the gofpel of God. 

10 Yeare witnefles, and God a/f, how holily and 
juftly and unblameably we behaved ourfelves among 
you that believe: 





eee TR 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. II. 10. 

I. 3 Work of Saith—labour of lowe—patiente of hope, &c.} This 
might be more properly rendered, Aétive faith, laborious love, and 
patient hope. ; 

Ti. 1 Jz Gain] Was not falfe, empty, or void of truth. 

18 Satan hindered us.| We may obferve from hence, that they who 
obftru€ the progrefs of the gofpel, are the minifters of Satan. 


Hee D rr 


he TE AA TANT 


12 Yhat ye would walk worthy of God, who hath 
called you unto his kingdom and glory. : 
13 For this canfe alfo thank weGod without cealing, 
becaufe, when ye reccived the word of God which ye 
heard of us, ye received 7 not as the word of men, but 
as it is in truth, the word of Ged, which eflectually 
workceth alfo in you that believe. : 
14 Foryesbrethren, became followers of the churches 
i of God which in Judea are in Chrift Jefus: for yealfo 


if have fuffered like things of your own countrymen, 


; even as they save of the Jews: 

15 Who both killed the Lord Jefus, and their own 
prophets, and have perfecuted us; and they pleafe not 
God, and are contrary to all men: 

16 Forbidding us to {peak to the Gentiles that they 
might be faved, to fill up their fins alway: for the 
wrath is come upon them to the uttermioft. 

17 But we, brethren, being taken from you for a 
fhort time in prefence, not in heart, endeavoured the 
more abundantly to fce your face with great defire. 

£8 Wherefore we would have come unto you, cveri 
I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us. 

19 For what zs our hope, or joy, or crown of re- 
joicing? Are not even ye in the prefence of our Lord 
Jefus Chritt at his coming ? 

20 For ye are our glory and joy. 

: CHAP. IIL 
1 Paul’s love to the Theffalonians, in fending Timothy ta 

them; 10 and in praying for them. 
HEREFORE when we could no longer forbear, 
we thought it good to be left at Athensalone; 

2 And fent Timotheus, our brother, and minifter of 
God, and our fellowlabourer in the gofpel of Chrilt, te 
eftablifh you, andtocomfort you concerning your faith: 

That no man fhould be moved by thefe afilictions ; 
for yourfelves know that we are appointed thereunto. 

4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you 
before that we fhould fuffer tribulation; even as it came 
to pafs, and ye know. 

5 For this caufe, when I could no longer forbear, I 
fent toknow your faith, left by fomemeans the tempter 
have tempted you, and our labour be in vain. 

6 But now when Timotheus came from you unto 
us, and brought us good tidings of your faith and cha- 
rity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, 
defiring greatly to fee us, as we alfo Zo fee you: 

7 Therefore brethren we were comforted over you 
in all our affliction and diftrefs by your faith: 

8 For now we live, if ye ftand faft in the Lord. 

9 For what thanks can we render to God again for 
you, for all the joy wherewith ye joy for your fakes 
before our God ; ; 

10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we 
might fee your face, and might perfect that which is 
Jacking in your faith ? 

11 Now God himfelf and our Father, and our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, direct our way unto you. 

12 And the Lord make you to increafeand abound 
in love one toward another, and toward all men, even 
as we do toward you: 

13 To the end he may ftablifh your hearts un- 
blameable in holinefs before God, even our Father, at 
the coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift with all his faints. 

CHAP. Iv. 
1 An exhortation to godline/s, 9 to love, 13 to moderation 
for the dead. 16 Of the refurrection. cf 
FUR.. 


a RS LL 
profeffion and hope, by the feverity of thefe affliClions with which we 
are furrounded. 
8 Ue live, &c.] We enjoy life; we are happy. 
Generat Reryiecrions on Chap. f. II. I. 
Thefe chapters fhew us, that faith, love, and patience, are the great 
ornaments of Chriftians; that -there is no joy comparable to that 


which true minifters gel when they fec the fruits of their miniftry 5 


Ill. 3 That no man should be moved by thefe affliftioss, &e.] That and that therefore Gur utmoft zeal fhould be oem ee the ad- 
no man fhould be difcouraged from his adherence to the Chriftian yancement of God’s glory, and the confolation 2 Git Eanes 


No. 71. 


20 E 





Exhortation to pleafe God. 


Anno URTHERMORE then we befeech you, brethren, 
ae and exhort you by the Lord Jetus, that as ye have 


received of us how ye ought to walk and to pleafe God, 
fe ye would abound more and more. 

2 For ye know what commandments we gave you 
by the Lord Jefus. 

For this is the will of God, even your fanctifica- 
tion, that ye fhould abflain from fornication : 

4 That every one of you thould know how to poflefs 
his veflel in fanctihcation and honcur 3 

5 Not in the luit of concupifcence, even as the Gen- 
tiles which know not God: 

6 That no man go beyond and defraud his brother 
in any matter: becaufe that the Lord zs the avenger of 
all fuch, as we alfo have forewarned you and teftified. 

7 For God hath not called us unto uncleannefs, but 
unto holinefs. 

8 He therefore that defpifcth, defpifeth not man, but 
God, who hath alfo given unto us his holy Spirit. 

9 But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I 
write unto you: for ye yourfelves are tanght of God 
to love one another. 

10 And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren 
which are in all Macedonia: but we befeech you bre- 
thren, that ye increafe more and more; 

rr And that ye {tudy to be quiet, and to do your 
own bufinefs, and to work with your own hands, as we 
commanded you; 

12 That ye may walk honeftly toward them that are 
without, and that ye may have Jack of nothing. 

13 But I would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 
thren, concerning them which are afleep, that ye for- 
row not, even as others which have no hope. 

14 For if we believe that Jefus died and rofe again, 
even fo them alfo which fleep in Jefus will God bring 
with him. 

15 For this we fay unto you by the word of the 
Lord, ‘that we which are alive and remain unto the 
peel of the Lord fhall not prevent them which are 
afleep. 

are For the Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven 
with a fhout, with the voice of the archangel, and 
with the trump of God: and the dead in Chrift fhall 
vife firtt : 

17 Then we which are alive and remain fhall be 
caught up together with them in the clouds, to mect 
the Lord in the air: and fo fhall we ever be with the 
Lord. 

18 Whereforecomfort one another with thefe words. 

CHAP. V. 
1 The apoftle proceedeth to fhew that Chrifl’s coming will be 
Sudden, 14 and giveth divers precepts; 23 concluding 
with a prayer and falutations. 
UT of the times and the feafons, brethren, ye 
have no need that I write unto you. . 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. IV. V. 

IV. 8 Hath ‘alfo given us his holy Spirit.] The minifters of the 
gofpel, and all true chriftians, are under the {pecial direétion of the 
holy Spirit; fo that all who defpife and perfecute them, are encmies 
to God himfelf. 

17 We aubich ave alive and remain, &c.] St. Paul did not here 
mean himfelf, but thofe CXrittians who fhould be alive at the fecond 
coming of Chrift: the word ‘+ we’’ implies, that all true believers, 
to the end of the world, are to be confidered as brethren of the fa- 
mily of heaven, firmly united together in affeGtion and fentiment. 

Vii Ofthe times and the feafons, &c.] Of the general refurreétion 
and future judgment. 











I. THESSALONIANS. 


2 For yourfelves know perfectly that the da 
Lord fo cometh as a thief in the night. 

3 For when they fhall fay, Peace and fafety; then 
fudden deftruction cometh upon them, as travail upon 
a woman with child; and they fhall not efcape. 

4 But ye, brethren, are not in darknefs, that that 
day fhould overtake you as a thief. 

5 Yeareall the children of light, and the children 
of the day : we are not of the night, nor of darkncts. 

6 Therefore let us not fleep, as do others 5 but lee 
us watch and be fober. 

7 Yor they that fleep fleep in the night; and they 
that be drunken are drunken in the night. 

8 But Iet us, who are of the day, be fober, putting 
.on the breaftplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, 
the hope of falvation. 

g For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to 
obtain falvation by our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or flcep, 
we thould live together with him. 

11 Wherefore comfort yourfelves together, and 
edify one another, even as alfo ye do. 

12 And we befeech you, brethren, to know them 
which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonifh you ; 

13 And to efteem them very highly in love for their 
work’s fake. dszd beat peace among yourfelves. 

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that 
are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, fupport the 
weak, be patient toward all men. 

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any maz 5 
but ever follow that which is good, both among your= 
felves, and to all men. 

16 Rejoice evermore. 

17 Pray without ccafing. 

18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Chrift Jefus concerning you. 

19 Quench not the Spirit. 

20 Defpife not prophefyings. 

21 Prove all things; hold faft that which is good. 

22 Abflain from all appearance of evil. 

23 And the very God of peace fanétify you wholly ; 
and J pray God your whole fpirit and foul and body be 
pees blamelefs unto the coming of our Lord Jefus 

hrift. 

24 Faithful /s he that calleth you, who alfo will do #. 

25 Brethren, pray for us. 

26 Greet all the brethren with an holy kifs. 

27 I charge you by the Lord that this cpiftle be 
read unto all the holy brethren. 

28 The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift be with you. 
Amen, ; 


y of the | 


q The firft ef//le unto the Theflalonians was writ- 
ten from Athens. 


16 Rejoice evermore.] Walk with fuch circumfpection and holy 
fear, as in God’s fight, that even in the midft of temptation, poverty, 
and affliétion, you may have caufe to rejoice, from the tellimony of a 
good confcience, 2 

17 Pray without ceafing.| From a fenfe of your continual need 
of the divine aflittance, beg of God to beftow on you a conftant dif- 
pofition for the important duty of prayer. 

Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. IV. V. 

We are in thefe chaprers taught to mortify the inordinate defires of 
the flefh; to live to the Lord, that we may die in him, and be 
made'partakers of his glory; and that our converfation and de- 
portment be to the edification of others. 








The ond Epiftle of Pau. tothe THESSALONIANS. 


——___= 





THE ARGUMENT 


The general defign of this epifile is, to confirm the Theffalonians in their Chriftian profeffion, and to comfort them under 
the fufferings to which they were expofed. Divers Chrifiian duties are here recommended, and they are required fo 


admonifh and cenfure fuch idle perfons who did not work, but lived upon the labours of other men. 


CHAP. 


Chrift’s fecond coming defcribed. 





Anno 


OMIANT 


5 


+. 


The man of fin deferibed. 


Anno 








CHAP. I. 


DOMINI | Paul certifieth the Tbeiitonians of the good opinion which 


b+ 


he bad of their ,aith, love, and patience. 
AUi., and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the 
P church of the Thefalonians in God our Father 
and the Lord Jefus Chritt : 
2 Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father 
and the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
3 We are bound to thank God always for you, bre- 


thren, as it is meet, becanfe that your faith groweth { 


exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all 
toward each other aboundeth 3; 


4 So that we ourfelves glory in you in the churches | 


of God for your paticnce and faith in all your perfecu- 
tions and tribularions that ye endure: 
§ livbich 7s a manifeft token of the righteous judg- 


ment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the j 


kingdom of God, for which ye alfo fuffer : 
6 Seeing if fs a righteous thing with God to recom- 
penfe tribulation to them that trouble you 3 


CHAP. J. 1. tit. 


+ inthem that perifh ; becaufe they received not the love 


7 And to you who are troubled reft with us, when §] 


the Lord Jefus fhall be revealed from heaven with his 


mughty angsis, 


S$ In faming fire taking vengeance on them that [f 


know. vot Gad, and that obey not the gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift: . 
9g %Vho fhail be punithed with everlafting deftruc- 


tion from the prefence of the Lord, and from the glory | 


of his power ; 


10 When he fhall come to be glorified in his faints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe (becaufe our. { 


teftimony among you was believed) in that day. 
11 Wherefore alfo we pray always for you, that our 
God would count you worthy of ¢47s calling, and fulfl 


all the good pleafure of 4is goodnefs, and the work of { 


faith with power: 
re That the name of our Lord Jefus Chrift may be 
glorificd in you, and ye in him, according to the grace 
of our God and the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
CHAP. IL 


a Paul warneth the Theffalonians againf? a groundlefs fur- | 


mife that the day of Chrift was near at hand ; 3 fhewing 
that it would be preceded by a great apoftafy, and there- 
upon repeateth his former exhortations. 


N 


tozether unto him, 
2 That ye be not foon fhaken in mind, or be trou- 


bled, neither by fpiric, nor by word, nor by letter as | 


from us, as that the day of Chrift is at hand. 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that 
day fball not come, except there come a falling away 
firft, and that man of fin be revealed, the fon of 
perdition 3 . 7 

4 Who oppofeth and exalteth himfelf above all that 
3s called God. or that is worfhipped ; fo that he as God 
fitteth in the temple of God, thewing himfelf that he 
is God, 

5 Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, 
} told you thefe things? 

6 And now ye know what withholdeth that he might 
be revealed in his time. 

7 For the myftery of iniquity doth already work : 
only he who now letteth wil/ /et, until he be taken out 
of the way. 

§ And then fhall that Wicked be revealed, whom 


re A A 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I. IL 


I. 9 Who feall be punifoed, &c.] We have here an awful de- 
fcription of the tremendous nature of that wrath and vengeance 
which at the great day will be poured out upon the hardened and 
jmpenitent. ‘lhe greatnefs of it confifts in the lofs of their happi- 
neis and well-being: and to denote its duration, it is called ¢* ever- 
lniting deftruétion,” a dying life, and a living death. 

Th 4 Exaltcth bimplf above all that és called God, 8c.) This 
3s.a very ftrong and ftriking defcription of the pride and tyranny of 
the popedom. . 

g Power and figus and lying wonders.) This alfo alludes pro- 

z 


OW we befeech you, brethren, by the coming ! 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 4y our gathering 








The idle and diforderly cenfured. 


the Lord fhall confume with the fpirit of his mouth, Anno 


and fhall deftroy with the brightnefs of his coming: 
9 Even him, whofe coming is after the working of 
Satan with all power and figns and lying wonders, 
1o And with all deceivablencfs of unrightcoutnefs 


of the truth, that they might be faved. 
tr And for this caufe God fhall fend them ftrong 


| delufion, that they fhould believe a lie : 


12 That they all might be damned who believe not 
the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteou!nefs. 

13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God 
for you, brethren beloved ot the Lord, becaufe God 
hath from the beginning chofen you to falvation through 
fanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: 

14 Whereunto he called you by our gofpel, to the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

15 Therefore, brethren, ftand faft, and hold the tra- 
ditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, 
or our epifile. 

16 Now our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf, and .God, 
even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given 
zs evertafting confolation and good hope through grace, 

17 Comfort your hearts, and ftablifh you in every 
good word and work. 

CHAP. Ii. 
1 He craveth their prayers, 6 and giveth them diverfe 
precepts, 16 and concludeth with prayer. 
INALLY, brethren, pray for us, that the word 
iy of the Lord may have free courfe, and be glorified, 
even as if 7s with you: 

2 And that we may be delivered from unreafonable 
and wicked men: for all men have not faith. 

3 But the Lord is faithful, who fhall ftablifh you, 
and keep you from evil. 

4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching 
you, that ye both do and will do the things which we 
command you. : 

5 And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of 
God, and into the patient waiting for Chrift. 

6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, that ye withdraw yourfelves 
from every brother that walketh diforderly, and not 
after the tradition which he received of us, 

7 For yourfelves know how ye ought to follow us: 
for we behaved not ourfelves diforderly among you 3 

8 Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought 5 
but wrought with labour and travail night and day, 
that we might not be chargeable to any of you: 

9 Not becaufe we have not power, but to make our- 
felves an enfample unto you to follow us. 

ro For even when we were with you, this we com- 
manded you, that if any would not work, neither 
fhould he eat. 

11 For we hear that there are fome which walk 
among you diforderly, working not at all, but are 
bufybodies. 3 

12 Now them that are fuch we command and ex- 


hort by our Lord Jefus Chrifi, that with quietnefs 


they work, and eat their own bread. 

13 But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing. 

14 And if any man obey not our word by this 
epiftle, note that man, and have no company with 
him, that he may be afbamed. ; 

15 Yet count dim not as an enemy, but admonifh 
4im as a brother. 

16 Now 


TA ST 


phetically to the fictitious miracles of the church of Rome, which 

have grown to an enormous height of extravagance and effrontery. 

10 The love of the truth, &c.] The purity and fimplicity of the 
gofpel. 

Generat Rerrections on Chap, I. If. 

The general defe€tion which has happened in the church, is 2 ful- 
filment of the apoftle’s prediGtion: this has taken place both among 
the papifts and proteftants, who have alike departed from the faith, 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, III. 

13 Be not weary in well doing.) Deodati gives it this excellent 
turn: Faint not while well doing; i. e. though fome may abufe 
your liberality, be not deterred thereby from doing good to others, oe 
17 The 


DOMINI 


54> 








Anno 
DOMINE 


Anno 


voutir PD 


Paul’s charge to Timothy. 


54° 


65. 


16 Now the Lord of peace himfelf give you peace 
always by all means. The Lord de with you all. 

17 The falutation of Paul with mine own hand, 
which is the token in every. epiftle: fo I write. ~ 


a ae a cr pg ars 
17 The token in every epiftle, &c.] This implies, thar St. Paul 


ufed .to diate to fome ready feribe; and alfo that fome fictitious 
letters were alfo written in his name. 

GeneraL Rerreections on Chap. III. 
The apoftle here intimates, that a zeal for the glory of God fhould 





TIMOTHY. 
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Pra) 








18 The grace of our Lord Jcfus Chrift de with 
all. Amen. 
G The fecond ep7f/e to the Teffalonians was wriltcn 
from Athens. 





induce private Chriftians to pray for the picepagation the 
gofpel, and for thofe faithful minifters that preach it, who, 
on their part, ought likewife to pray for the church, and all its 


} inembers, 
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The Firft Epiftle of PAUL to TIMOTHY. 
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THE ARGUMENT. - 
Timothy was ordained when he was very young : he often attended St. Paul in his travels, and affied him in preaching 


the sofpel. 


and particularly to infiruét him in the chaice of fit perfons for the sninifiry, and other offices in the church, 


This epifile feems principally intended to dire&? Timothy in managing the affairs of the church at Ephefus, 


Efe jir- 


: ther cautions him againft the influence of judaixing teachers, who, by their fubtle dijlindticns, and endisfs contro. 
verfies, had corrupted the purity and fimplicity of the gofpel; recommends to him a conftent regard, in all his 


preaching, to the practical duties of religion, and animates him to the greateft diligence and zeal in 


‘his facred office. 





CHAP. IL. 

1 Paul’s charge to Timothy. 5 The end of the law. 12 
Of Paul’s calling. 20 Of Hymeneus and Alexander. 
AUL, an apoftle of Jefus Chrift by the com- 
mandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jefus 

Chrift, which zs our hope; 

2 Unto Timothy, my own fon in the faith : Grace, 
mercy, and peace, from God our Father and Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. 

3 As I betought thee to abide ftill at Ephefus, when 
I went into Macedonia, that thou mighteft charge 
fome that they teach no other doctrine, 

4 Neither give heed to fables and endlefs genealo- 
gies, which minifter queftions, rather than godly edi- 
tying which is in faith: /o do. 

5 Nowthe end of the commandment is charity out 
of a pure heart, and of a good confcience, and of faith 
unfeigned : 

6 From which fome having fwerved have turned 
afide unto vain jangling; 

7 Defiring to be teachers of the law; underftand- 
ing neither what they fay, nor whereof they aflirm. 

8 But we. know that the law 7s good, ifa man 
ufe it lawfully 5~ . 

9 Knowing thiss“that the law is not made fora 
righteous man, but forthe lawlefs and difobedient, 


.for the ungodly and for finners, for unholy and pro- 


fane, for murderers of fatfiers and murderers of 


mothers, for manflayers, ys 

Io =< whoremongers, for thenthat defile them- 
felves with taankind, for menftcalers, Par liars, for per- 
jured perfons, “aad if there be any othe?thing that is 
contrary to found daétrine ; »* 

11 According to theglorious gofpel of the bleffed 
God, which was committed to my truft. 

12 And IJ thank Chrift s our Lord, who hath 
enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting 
me into the miniftry ; 2 

13 Who was before a blafphemerjand a perfecutor, 
and injurious: but I obtained mercys, becaufe I did it 
ignorantly in unbelief. * 

14 And the grace of our Lord was exéeeding abun- 
dant with faith and love which is in Chrift Jefus. 

15 This zs a faithful faying, and worthy of all accep- 
















COMMENTARY axp NOTES on CHAP. IL. IL. 

I. 2 My own fon, &c.] He calls him his own fon, becaufe, by 
converfion under his miniftry, he was regenerated, and received a 
new nature, 

5 Charity, &c.} Love to God and mam 

: ; 3 
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wr for all men. 
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tation, that Chrift Jefiis came into the world to fave Anno 


finners ; of whom I am chief. 

16 Howbeit for this caufe I obtained merey, thatin 
me firft Jefus Chrift might fhew forth all long fufter- 
ing, for a pattern to them which fhould hercafier 
believe on him to life everlafting. 

17 Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invifible, 
the only wife God, de honour and glory for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

18 This charge I commit unto thee, fon Timothy, 
according tothe prophecies which went befure on thee, 
that thou by them mighteft war a good warfare ; 

19 Holding faith, and a good confcience; which 
fome having put away concerning faith have made 
thipwreck : 

20 Of whom is Hymencus and Alexander; whom 
I have delivered unto Satan, that they may learn not 
to-blafpheme. 

CHAP. It. 

1 Paul exhorteth to pray and give thanks for all men. 9 
Womens attire; 11 they are not permitted to teach. 
Exhort therefore, that, firft of all, f{upplications, 

prayers, interceflions, and giving of thanks, be 
made for all men ; 

2 For kings, and jor all that are in authority ; that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in ail godlinefs 
and honefty. 

3 For this 7s good and acceptable in the fight of 
God our Saviour ; 

4 Who will have all men to be faved, and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth. 

5 For there is one God, and one mediator between 
God and men, the man Chrift Jefus ; 

6 Who gave himfelf a ranfom for all, to be teftified 
in due time. 

7_Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an 
apoftle, (I fpeak the truth in Chrift, and lic not;)a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity. 

8 I will therefore that men pray every where, lifting 
up holy hands, without wrath and doubting. 

9 Inlike manner alfo, that women adorn themfelves 
in modeft apparel, with fhamefacednefs and fobricty 5 
not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or colily 
array 3 

to Bue 








20 Hymeneus, and Alexander] _Hymencus’s herefy may be colleéted 
from 1 Tim. ii. 17. Alexander is mentioned 4s xix. 33- 
Whom I have delivered unto Satan, &c.] ~Excommunicated. 
I. 8 Lifting up holy bands, &c.] As if he had faid, Pray both 
in faith and love, and with a pure confcience. 
£5 She 


DOMINE 


65. 


The qualifications of bifhops and deacons. CHAP. III. IV. V. Inftructions given to _The quatyfications of biftops and deacons. CHAP. IIIV.V.  lnftrudtions given to Timothy. 


Anno from meats, which God hath created tobe received with Anno 


hoe But Annes. 1a; Bue Ce biel becorelly women profeding wedii=-| [tuniiiedier which God Baill Chee Coi ecco wae. becometh women profefling godli- 


Poe 


nefs) with good works. 

11 Let the woman learn in filence with all {nbjection. 

12 But I fuffer not a woman to teach, norto ufurp 
authority over the man, but to be in filence. 

13 For Adam was firft formed, then Eve. 

14 And Adam was not deceived, but the woman be- 
ing deceived wasin the tranfgreffion. 

15 Notwithftanding fhe fhall be faved in childbear- 
ing, if they continue in faith and charity and holinefs 


with fobriety. 
CHAP. Il. 
2 Of bifbops and deacons, and their wives. 
church. 
qe is a true faying, If a man defire the office 
of a bifhop, he defireth a good work. 

2 A bifhop then muft be blamelefs, the hufband of 
one wife, vigilant, fober, of good behaviour, given to 
hofpitality, apt to teach ; 

3 Not given to wine, no ftriker, not greedy of filthy 
lucre; but patient, not a brawler, not covetous ; 

4 One that ruleth well his own houfe, having his 
children in fubjection with all gravity ; 

5 (For if a man know not how torule his own houfe, 
how fhall he take care of the church of God ?) 

6 Not a novice, left being lifted up with pride he 
fall into the condemnation of the devil. 

7 Moreover he muft have a good report of them 
which are without: left he fall into reproach and the 
fnare of the devil, 

8 Likewife miufe the deacons be grave, not double- 
tongued, not given to much wine, nor greedy of filthy 
lucre ; 

gHoldingthe myftery of the faith in a pureconfcience. 

10 And let thefe alfo firft be proved; then let them 
ufe the office of a deacon, being found blamelefs. 

11 Even fo muft their wives be grave, not flanderers, 
fober, faithful in all things. 

12 Let the deacons be the hufbands of one wife, 
ruling their children and their own houfes well. 

13 For they that have ufed theoffice of a deacon well, 
purchafe to themf{elves a good degree, and great bold- 
ne({s in the faith which is in Chrilt Jefus. 

14 Thefe things write I unto thee, hoping to come 
unto thee fhortly : 

15 Butif I tarry long, that thou mayeft know how 
thou oughtelt to behave thyfelf in the houfe of God, 
which is the church of the living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth. 

16 And without controverfy great is the myftery of 
godlinefs ; God was manifeft in thie fleth, juftified in the 
Spirit, feen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, be- 
lieved on in the world, received up into glory. 

CHAP. Iv, 
1 Paul foretelleth a great apoftafy in the latter times. 
He directeth Timothy what doctrines to teach, 
OW the Spirit {fpeaketh exprefly, that in the 
latter times fome fhall depart from the faith, 
giving heedto feducing fpirits, and doctrines of devils; 

2 Speaking lies in hypocrify ; having theirconfcience 
feared with a hot iron; 

3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abftain 


15 Of the 


6 


26 She foall be faved in child bearing, &c.] She fhall go through 
the pains of child-birth with fafety, if fhe continue in faith, putting 
her truft in God for deliverance. 

GenernaLt Rerrecrions on Chap. I. II, 

In thefe chapters we fee, that our chiefeft care ought to be, to have 
a good confcience ; fince, in lofing that, we lofe the faith, and are 
liable to become obdurate ; and that no prayers can be acceptable 
to God, which do not proceed from a fincere and upright heart, 
influenced by a fpirit of love and peace. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. TILIV. 

Wil, 2 The bufoand of one wife, &c.] Having ouly one at a 
aime. 

4 Of them which are without, &c.] OF unbelievers, and profane 
erfons, 

: IV. 1 Doétrines of devils.| Wicked and devilifh dottrines, In 

fome antient copies the words run thus: In the latter times fome 

fhall apoftatize from the faith ; for they fhall worfhip the dead, hay- 
No. 71. 


thankfgiving of them which believeand know thetruth. 

4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to 
be refufed, if it be received with thankfgiving : 

5 Forit is fanétified by the word of God and prayer. 

6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of thefe 
things, thou {halt be a good minifter of Jefus Chrift, 
nourifhed up in the words of faith and of good doc- 
trine, whereunto thou haft attained. 

7 But refufe profane and old wives?’ fables, and ex- 
ercife thyfelf rather unto godlinefs. 

8 For bodily exercife profiteth little: but godlinefs 
is profitable unto all things, having promife of the life 
that now is, and of that which isto come, 

9 This isa faithful faying and worthy of all accep-= 
tation. 

10 For therefore we both labour and fuffer reproach, 
becaufe we truft in the living God, who is the Saviour 
of all men, fpecially of thofe that believe, 

11 Thefe things command and teach. 

12 Let no man defpife thy youth; but be thou an 
example of the believers, in word, in converfation, in 
charity, in fpirit, in faith, in purity. 

13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, 
hortation, to doétrine. 

14 Neglect not the gift thatisin thee, which was 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of the 
hands of the prefbytery. 

15 Meditate upon thefe things; give thyfelf wholly 
to them ; that thy profiting may appear to all. 

16 Take heed ante thyfelf, and unto the doétrine ; 
continue in them: for in doing this thou fhalt both 
fave thyfelf, and them that hear thee. 

CHAP. V. 

t Rules to be obferved in reproving. 6 Of widows. 17 
Of elders. 23 A precept for Timothy’s health. 
Rema not an elder, but intreat dim as a father ; 

and the younger men as brethren ; 

2 The elder women as mothers; the younger as 
fitters with all purity. 

3 Honour widows that are widows indeed. 

4 But if any widow have children or nephews, Iet 
them learn firit to fhew piety at home, and to requite 
their parents: for thatis good and acceptable before God. 

5 Now fhe that is a widow indeed, and defolate, 
‘trufteth in God, and continueth in fupplications and 
prayers night and day. 

6 But fhe that liveth in pier is dead while fhe 
liveth. 

7 And thefe things give in charge, that they may be 
blamelefs. 

8 But if any provide not for his own, and fpecially 
for thofe of his own houfe, he hath denied the faith, and 
is worfe than an infidel. 

9 Let not a widow be taken into the number under 
threefcore years old, having been the wife of one man, 

10 Well reported of for good .works; if fhe have 
brought up children, if fhe have lodged ftrangers, if fhe 
have wafhed the faints’ feet, if fhe have relieved the afflict- 
ed, if fhe have diligently followed every good work. 

11 But the younger widows refufe: for whenthey have 
begun to wax wanton againft Chrift, they will marry ; 

12 Having 


LL 
ing regard to the doétrines of devils. The herefies here enumerated 
plainly point to the Romifh apoftafy. 

7_ Old wives’ fables, &c.}  Jewith traditions. 

16 Take heed unto thyfelf, &c.] ave a fpecial care to the piety 
of thy life, and the purity of thy doétrine. 

General REFLECTIONS on Chap. IIIIV. 

It is evident from hence, that the office of a bifhop, and that of a 
deacon, being of divine inftitution, ought always to be retained 
in the church: we fhould therefore befeech God that he would 
fanétify thofe who exercife fuch offices, that they may difcharge 
every duty to the glory of God, and the edification of his church. 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAD. V. VI. 

V. 3 That are widows indeed.) Whofe deftitute circumf{tances 
recommend them as the proper objeéts.of charity. 

11 To wax wanton againft Chrifi, &c.] By their inconfiftent and 
idle way of living, to throw off the yoke of Chrift, they will marry to 
heathen ue fbands, and fo at length renounce Chriftianity. 

10 


to ex- 


2z Lay 





The duty of fervants. 


TIMOTHY. The evil covetoufnefs. 


I. 





Anno 


queftions and ftrifes of words, whereof cometh envy, Anno 
D 


12 Having damnation, becaufe they have caft off 
O MINI 


DOMINT their firft faith. 


Se 


Anno 
-DOMINI 
66. 


13 And withal they learn #o de idle, wandering about 
from houfe to houfe; and not only idle, but tatlers alfo 
and bufy bodies, fpeaking things which they ought not. 

14 I will therefore that the younger women marry, 
bear children, guide the houfe, give none occafion to 
the adverfary to {peak reproachfully. 

15 For fome are already turned afide after Satan. 

16 If any man or woman that believeth have wi- 
dows, Ict them relieve them, and let not the church 
be charged ; that it may relieve them that are widows 
indeed. 

17 Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy 
of double honour, efpecially they who labour in the 
word and doctrine. 

18 For the fcripture faith, Thou fhalt not muzzle 
the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The labourer 
is worthy of his reward. : 

19 Againft an elder receive not an accufation, but 
before two or three witneffes. 

20 Them that fin rebuke before all, that others alfo 
may fear. ‘ 

21 I charge thee before God, and the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and the eleét angels, that thou obferve thefe 
things without preferring onc before another, doing 
nothing by partiality. 

22 Lay hands fuddenly on no man, neither be par- 
taker of other men’s fins: keep thyfelf pure. 

23 Drink no longer water, but ufe a little wine for 
thy ftomach’s fake and thine often infirmities. 

24 Some men’s fins are open beforehand, going be- 
fore to judgment; and fome men they follow after. 

25 Likewife alfo the good works of fome are manifeft 
beforehand ; and they that are otherwife cannot be hid. 


CHAP. VI. 


1 The duty of fervants. 3 To avoid ucw fangled teachers. 
6 Godlinefs is great gain. 
L ‘i as many fervants as are under the yoke count 
their own miafters worthy of all honour, that the 
name of God and bis doctrine be not blafphemed, 

2 And they that have believing mafters, let them not 
defpife shem, becaufe they are brethren; but rather do 
them fervice, becaufe they are faithful and beloved, par- 
takers of the benefit. Thefe things teach and exhort. 

3 1f any man teach otherwife, and confent not to 
wholefome words, evex the words of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and to the do¢trine which is according to god- 
linefs ; ; ; 

4 He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting about 
i 

22 Lay bands fudderly on no man, &c.] Ordain no perfon too pre_ 
cipitately : neither -be partaker of other men’s fins, by ordaining un_ 
worthy men. : 

VI. 12 Fight the good fight, &c.] Goon, by faith, to overcome 
all temptations and difficulties: in faith, preffing towards the mark, 
‘rill thon obtain the prize, which iseternal life. 

16 Who only hath immortality, Sc.) ‘That is immutably and in- 


dependently. 


ftrife, railings, evil furmifings, ; 

5 Perverfe difputings of men of corrupt minds, and 
deftitute of the truth, f{uppofing that gain is godlinefs: 
from fuch withdraw thyfelf. 5 

6 But godlinefs with contentment is great gain. 

7 For we brought nothing into ¢his world, and it is 
certain we can carry nothing out. . 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith 
content. 

g Bur they that will be rich fall into tempation and 
a fnare, and izfo many foolifh and hurtful lufts, which 
drown men in deftruction and perdition. 

10 For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while fome coveted after, they have erred from 
the faith, and pierced themfelves through with many 
forrows. 

rr But thou, O man of God, flee thefe things ; and 
follow after righteoufnefs, godlinefs, faith, love, pa~ 
tience, meeknefs. 

__12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eterna} 
life, whereunto thou art alfo called, and haft profeffed 
a good profeffion before many witneffes. 

13 J give thee charge in the fight of God, who quick- 
eneth all things, and before Chrift Jefus, who before 
Pontius Pilate witneffed a good confeffion ; 

14 That thou keep this commandment without {pot, 
unrebukeable, until the appearing of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift : 

15 Which in his times he fhall fhew, who zs the 
bleffed and only Potentate, the King of kings, and 
Lord of lords; 

16 Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the 
light whick no man can approach unto; whom no 
man t. th feen, nor can fee: to whom 4 honour and 
powcr everlafting. Amen. 

17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they 
be not highmindcd, nor truft in uncertain riches, but in 
the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy 5 

18 That they do good, that they be rich in good 
works, ready to diftribute, willing to communicate ; 

1g Laying up in ftore for themfelves a good founda- 
tion againft the time to come, that they may lay hold 
on eternal life. 

20 O Timothy, keep that which is committed to 
thy truft, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and 
oppofitions of fcience falfely fo called: 

21 Which fome profefling have erred concerning 
the faith. Grace de with thee. Amen. 

gG The firft to Timothy was written from Laodicea, 
which is the chiefeft city of Phrygia Pacatiana. 





20 Avoiding profane and vain’ babblings, &c.] Avoiding all idle 
fpeculations, fo much admired by the heathen philofophers, who in 
the mean time defpifed the plainnefs and fimplicity of the gofpel. 

Generau ReFue.ctTrons on Chap. V. VI. 

The grave and folemn charge given by Paul to Timothy, fhould en- 
gage the minifters of the gofpel to redouble their zeal, and dif- 
charge the duties of their important function with faithfulnc{s and 
impartiality. 





The Second Epiftle of PAUL to TIMOTHY. 





THE ARGUMENT. 
St. Paul, in this Epifile, endeavours to prepare Timothy for thofe fufferings to which he forefaw he would be expofed for 


the gofpel, to forewarn him of the Jatal apofiacy that was beginniz 


10 appear in the church ; and at the fame lime 


10 animate hin, from his own example, and the great motives of Chriftianity, to the moft firict and vigorous difcharge 


of every part of the minifterial office. 


CHAP. I. 
1 Paul's love to Timothy, and Timothy's faith. 9 Paul 
giveth him divers exhortations. , 





God, accordingto the promife of life which is 


in Chrift Jefus. : 
2 To 


65. 


Anno 


| E-AUL, an apoftle of Jefus Chrift by the will of 
p a 


Paul's exhortation to Timothy. 


CHAP. IU. Ill. The charaélers of fome in the laft days. 





Anno 
DOMINI 
66. 


2 To Timothy, my dearly beloved fon: Grace, 
mercy, avd peace, from God the Father and Chrift 
Jefus our Lord. 

3 I thank God, whom I ferve from my forefathers 
with pure confcience, that without ceafing I have re- 
membrance of thee in my prayers night and day ; 

4 Greatly defiring to fee thee, being mindful of thy 
tears, that J may be filled with joy ; 

5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith 
that is in thee, which dwele firft in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am perfuaded that 
in thee alfo. 

6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou 
ftir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting 
on of my hands. 

7 For God hath not given us the f{pirit of fear; but 
of power, and of love, and of a found mind. 

8 Be not thou therefore afhamed of the teftimony of 
our Lord, norof me his prifoner: but be thou partaker 
of the afflictions of the gofpel according to the power 
of God ; 

9 Who hath faved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but according to 
his own purpofe and grace, which was given us in 
Chrift Jefus before the world began ; 

10 But is now made manifeft by the appearing of 
our Saviour Jefus Chrift, who hath abolifhed death, 
and hath brought life and immortality to light through 
the gofpel : 

x1 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an 
apoftle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. 

12 For the which caufe I alfo fuffer thefe things: 
neverthelefs I am not afhamed: for I know whom I 
have believed, and am perfuaded that he is able to keep 
that whichI have committed unto him againft that day. 

13 Hold faft the form of found words, which thou 
haft heard of me, in faith and love which is in Chritt 
Jefus, : 

14 That good thing which was committed unto thee 
keep by the Holy Ghoft which dwelleth in us. ’ 

15 This thou knoweft, that all they which are in 
Afia be turned away from me; of whom are Phygellus 
and Hermogenes. 

16 The Lord give mercy unto the houfe of Onefi- 
phorus ; for he oft refrefhed me, and was not afhamed 
of my chain: 

17 But when he was in Rome, he fought me out 
very diligently, and found me. 

18 The Lord grant unto him that he may find mer- 
cy of the Lord in that day: and in how many things 
he miniftered unto me at iphefus, thou knoweft very 


well. 
CHAP. It. 
a Timothy is exhorted to couftancy aud perfeverance, and to 
foew bimfelf approved. 
; HOU therefore, my fon, be {trong in the grace 
that is in Chrift Jefus. 

2 And the things that thou haft heard of me among 
‘many witneffes, the fame commit thou to faithful men, 
who fhall be able to teach others alfo. 

3 Thou therefore endure hardnefs, as a good foldier 
of Jefus Chrift. 

4 No man that warreth entangleth himfelf with the 
affairs of this life; that he may pleafe him who hath 
chofen him to be a foldier. 


a 9 a 9 EN STS, 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. ¥. IL. 

I. 12 J kuow whom I have believed, &c.] ‘Thus a knowledge of 
God mutt precede faith, which fpiritually fees, knows, and believes in 
God. 

13 The form of found words, &c.| The truths and doétrines of the 
gofpel methodically difpofed and digefted. 

14 That good thing, &c.| The fummary of the Chriftian doétrine. 

Tl. 1 Be firong in the grace that is in Chrift Fefus.] This denotes, 
that all our ftrength, whether as minifters or private Chriftians, muft 
be derived from Chrift. 

6 The bufoandman that laboureth, &c.] It Should read thus: The 
houfbandman muft firft labour, and then, &c. 

15 Rightly dividing the word of truth.) Applying the different parts 


5 And if a man alfo ftrive for mafterics, yet is he 
not crowned, except he ftrive lawfully. 

6 The hufbandman that laboureth muft be firft par- 
taker of the fruits. 

7 Confider what I fay; and the Lord give thee un~ 
derftanding in all things. 

8 Remember that Jefus Chrift of the feed of David 
was raifed from the dead according to my gofpel: 

g Wherein I fuffer trouble as an evil doer, even unto 
bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 

10 Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s fakes, 
that they may alfo obtain the falvation which is in 
Chrift Jefus with eternal glory. 

11 Jt 2s a faithful faying : For if we be dead with 
him, we fhall alfo live with him: 

12 If we fuffer, we fhallalfo reign with him: if we 
deny him, he alfo will deny us. 

13 If we belicve not, yet he abideth faithful: he 
cannot deny himfelf. 

14 Of thefe things put them in remembrance, charg- 
ing them before the Lord that they ftrive not about 
words to no profit, but to the fubverting of the hearers. 

15 Study to fhew thyfelf approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not be afhamed, rightly divid- 
ing the word of truth. 

16 But fhun profane and vain babblings: for they 
will increafe unto more ungodlinefs. 

17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of 
whom is Hymeneus and Philetus ; 

18 Who concerning the truth have erred, faying 
that the refurrection is paft already; and overthrow 
the faith of fome. 

19 Neverthelefs the foundation of God ftandeth fure, 
having this feal, The Lord knoweth them that are 
his. And, Let every one that namcth the name of 
Chrift depart from iniquity. 

20 Butina great houfe there are not only veffels of 
gold and of filver, but alfo of wood and of earth; and 
fome to honour, and fome to difhonour. 

21 1fa man therefore purge himfelf from thefe, he 
fhall be a veffel unto honour, fanctified, and meet for 
the mafter’s ufe, and prepared unto every good work. 

22 Flee alfo youthful lufts: but follow righteouf~ 
nefs, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the 
Lord out of a pure heart. 

23 But foolifh and unlearned queftions avoid, know- 
ing that they do gender ftrifes. 

24 And the fervant of the Lord muit not ftrive zg 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, 

25 In meeknefs inftructing thofe that oppofe them- 


' felves ; if God peradventure will give them repentance 


to the acknowledging of the truth; 
26 And ébat they may recover themfelves out of the 
f nanooe the devil, who are taken captive by him at his 
will, 
CHAP. Il. 
1 Of the laft days. 6 He defcribeth the enemies of the truth: 
10 propoundeth unto Timothy his own example. 


A know: alfo, that in the laft days perilous 
times fhall come. : 

2 For men fhall be lovers of their own felves, cove- 
tous, boafters, proud, blafphemers, difobedient to pa- 
rents, unthankful, unholy, 

3 Without natural affection, trucebreakers, falfe ac- 
cufers,incontinent, fierce,defpifers of thofe thatare good, 

4 Traitors, 





of fcripture to the different circumftancea and ftates of perfons; by 
inftruétion, reproof, confirmation, comfort and elucidation, 

19 The foundation of God flandeth fure, &c.] The feal of the co- 
venant of grace on God’s part, hath this impreffion: The Lord 
knoweth them that are his: and on ours, “ Let every one that 


nameth,” &c. 
GENERaLt REFLECTIONS on Chap, LH. 


We are here directed to adhere to the doétrine taught in the word of 
God, and not to quit the path of duty, though we meet with much 
oppofition, but to make it appear to all men, that we are the difci~ 
ples of Jefus Chrift, by a holy life and converfation. 


3 COMMENTARY 


Anno 
DOMINI 
66. 


a 


| Paul's folenn charge to Timothy. 


Anno 


- DOMINI 
66 


4 Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleafures 
more than lovers of God; 

5 Having a form of godlinefs, but denying power 
thereof: from fuch turn away. 

6 For of this fort are they which creep into houfes, 
and lead captive filly women laden with fins, led away 
with divers lufts, 

7 Ever learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. : 

8 Now as Jannes and Jambres withftood Mofes, fo 
do thefe alfo refift the truth: men of cosrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith. 

g But they fhall proceed no further : for their folly 
fhall be manifeft unto all men, as their’s alfo was. 

to But thou haft fully known my doétrine, manner 
of life, purpofe, faith, longfuffering, charity, patience, 

11 Perfecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lyftra; what perfecutions I 
endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 

12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Chrift Jefus 
fhall fuffer perfecution. 

13 But evil men and feducers fhall wax worfe and 
worle, deceiving, and being deceived. 

14 But continue thou in the things which thou haft 
learned and haft been affured of, knowing of whom 
thou haft learned them ; 

15 And that from a child thou haft known the holy 
fcriptures, «hich are able to make thee wife unto falva- 
tion throuyh faith which is in Chrift Jefus. 

16 All icripture 7s given by infpiration of God, and 
is profitable for doétrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
inftruction in righteoufnefs : 

17 That the man of God may be perfect, thronghly 
furnifhed unto all good works. 

CHAP. Iv. 
1 Paul's exhortation to Timothy, 6 certifieth him of his ap- 
proaching end. 9 He defireth him to haften his coming. 

Charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord 

Jefus Chrift, who fhall judge the quick and the 
dead at his appearing and his kingdom ; 

2 Preach the word ; be gnftant in feafon, out of fea~ 
fon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longfuffering and 
doctrine. 

3 For the time will come when they will not endure 
found doctrine; but after their own lufts fhall they 
heap to themfelves teachers, having itching ears ; 

‘4 And they fhall turn away ¢heir ears from the truth, 
and fhall be turned unto fables. 





ea ann NOTES a HI. Iv. 
. Having a form of godlinefi, &c.] aving a vain, empty, 
and een tiew of ee “Ste they are not only deftitute of, but 
deny the inward and vital power of religion. 

12 All that will live godly, &c.| They who fhew forth the power 
of religion in a holy converfation, muft certainly look for perfecution : 
which will arife from the ftrong prejudices and enmity of a vicious 
and depraved world againft the truth. 

IV. 2 Be inflant, &c.] Apply thyfelf thereto continually. 

3 leching ears.| An irregular defire of novelty and curiofity. 

7 ft have fought a good fight, &c.] have, by divine grace, with- 
ftood all oppofition ; and not only began, but finifhed my courfe. 

13 The cloak, &c.\ Chryfoftom and others underftood by this, a 
eheft, or ftrong box. 





Il. TIMOTHY. 


5 But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, 
do the work of an evangelift, make full proof of thy 
minifiry. 

6 For Iam now ready to be offered, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. 

7 Ihave fought a good fight, I have finifhed my 
courfe, I have kept the faith : 

8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteoufnels, which the Lord, the rightzous judge, 
fhall give me at that day : and not to me only, but un- 
to all them alfo that love his appearing. 

9 Do thy diligence to come fhortly unto me: 

10 For Demas hath forfaken me, having loved this 
prefent world, and is departed unto Theflalonica; Cref- 
cens to Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia. 

11 Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring 
him with thee: forheis profitable tome for theminifiry. 

12 And Tychicus have J fent to Ephefus. 

13 The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when 
theu comeft, bring with thee, and the books, but efpe- 
cially the parchments. 

14 Alexander the copperfmith did me much evil: 
the Lord reward him according to his works: 

15 Of whom bethou ware alfo ; for he hath greatly 
withftood our words. 

16 At my firft anfwer no man ftood with me, but 
all men forfook me: J pray God that it may not be laid 
to their charge. 

17 Notwithftanding the Lord ftood with me, and 
ftrengthened me; that by me the preaching might be 
fully known, and fat all the Gentiles might hear : and 
I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 

18 And the Lord fhall deliver me from every evil 
work, and will preferve me unto his heavenly kingdom: 
to whom Ze glory for ever and ever. Amen, 

x9 Salute Prifca and Aquila, and the houfhold of 
Onefiphorus. 

20 Eraftus abode at Corinth : 
I left at Miletum fick. 

21 Dothy diligence to come before winter. Eubulus 
grecteth thee, aud Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, 
and all the brethren. 

22 The Lord Jefus Chrift Se with thy fpirit. Grace 
éewith you. Amen. 

4] The fecond epi2/e unto Timotheus, ordained the, 
firft bifhop of the church of the Ephefians, was, 
written from Rome, when Paul was brought be- 
fore Nero the fecond time. 


but Trophimus have 





The parchments.}_ Thefe are fuppofed to be a kind of common 
place book, containing contracts, &c. 
24 The Lord reward him, &c.} The beft MSS, read, The Lord 
fhall reward him. 
17 Of the lion, &c.] From rage and cruelty. 
Gewerar ReFrectrons on Chap, IIL 1V. 

The apoftle teaches us, that the way to be fecured from fin and 
error, is, to beftow a ftri@ attention to the holy feriptures ; and 
that though the faithful are without fupport in refeett to the 
world, yet God will never forfake them in trials and dangers, but 
will ftrengthen and deliver them, till he brings them to his hea- 
venly kingdom. 


> 





The Epiftl of PAUL to TITUS. 








THE ARGUMENT. 


St. Paul, in this epifile, inftrudts Titus, who was a Gentile convert, in all parts of bis duty, in eleGing church-gover: 
nors, cenfuring falfe-teachers, inferucting the antient and elder perfons, enforcing obedience to magifirates, and the be~ 


ing careful to matntain good works, as an ornament to their profeffion. 


I : 


GHAP. 


Paul deferted by all his friends. 


Anno 
DOMIENT 
66. 


Qualifications for the miniftry. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
65. 





2 


CHAP. f. 

1 Fhe fulstation. § Fur what end Titus was left iz Crete. 

6 Haw the minifters fhould be ee 1o-She mouths 

af evil teachers mitfl be flappe 

AUL, a fervant of God, and an apoftle of Jefus 
Pp’ Chrift, according to the faith of God’s elect, 
and the ack nowledging of the truth which is 
sree godlinefs ; 
2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot 
ies promifed before the world began ; 

3 But hath in due times manifefted his word through 
pre ching, which is committed unto me according to 
the c imma ndment of God our Saviour; 

4. Yo Titus, wine own ton after the common faith: 
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and the 
Lord Je ‘fus Chrift our Saviour, 

§ lor this caufe left I thee in Crete, that thou 
fhouldeft fer in order the things that are w anting, and 
ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee: 

6 if any be blainelefs, the hutband of one wife, hav- 
ing faithful children, not accufed of riot, or unruly. 

7 For abifhop muf be blainclefs, as the fteward of 
God; not felfw aieg: not foon angry, not given to wine, 
no flriker, not given to filthy lucre ; 

8 But a lover of hofpitality, a lover of good men, 
fober, juit, holy, temperate ; 

9 Holding aft the faithful word as he hath been 
taugt.c, that ‘he may be able by found doctrine both to 
exhort and io convince the gainfayers. 

10 For there are many unruly and vain talkers and 
deceivers, efpecially they of the circumcifion : 

rt Whofe mouths muft be ftopped, who fubvert 
whole houfes, teaching things which they ought not, 
for filthy lucre’s fake. 

12 One of themfeives, ever a prophet of their own, 
faid, The Cretians are alway liars, evil beafts, flow bellies. 

13 This witnefs is true. Whercfore rebuke them 
tharply, that they may be found in the faith ; 

14 Notgiving heed to Jewifh fables, and command- 
ments of men, “that turn from the truth’ 

15 Unto the pure all things are pure: but unto 
therm that are defiled and unbelieving zs nothing pure; 
but even their mind and confcience is defiled. 

16 They profefs that they know God; but in works 
they deny 47m, being abominable and difobedient, and 
unto every good work reprobate. 

CHAP. I. 

t Dircious stven to Titus both for his doctrine and life. 
9g The duty ty of fervants, and of all Chriftians. 
BYL {peak thou the things which become found 

doctrine: 

2 ‘nat the aged men be fober, grave, temperate, 
found in faith, in charity, in patience. 

3 Tie azed «omen likewife, that zbey Je in behaviour 
as becometh holinefs, not falfe accufers, not given to 
oe wine, teachers of good things ; 

ihey that may teach the young women to be fober, 
to ine their huibands, to love their children, 

5 To be difcrect, chafte, keepers at home, good, obe- 
dient te their own hufbands, that the word of God be 
not blafphemed. 

6 Young men likewife exhort to be fober minded. 

7 In all things fhewing thyfelf a pattern of good 
works: in doctrine Joewing uncorruptnefs, gravity, 
fincerity. 





COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. I, 

3 «lccording to the commandment of God, &c. J] By the command of 
him, who, before the world began, promifed to bring us, through his 
nO in Chrift, to a hope of eternal life. 

No: felf« awilled, &c.] Not obftinate, morofe, and arrogant. 

o5 A prophet of their cavn, faid, &c.] Namely, the poet Ephime- 
nides, »vho deferibed the Cretians or Candiots as a lying, favage, and 
lazy people. 

Gren at Rercecrirons on Chap. I. 

We are taught in this chapter, that the profefiion of religion, and fair 
in God, do: not avail thofe who live in difohedience, or renounce 
Goa by their evil works, and that he will not own them for his. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. Hy. IY. 

ll. 7 d/naill things freeing thypelt 4@ pattern of good svorks, Sc.) 

Second and enforce thy dodrine by piety and good works. 
No. 72 


CHAP. 1. IL. IIL. 





8 Sta pt a. APP, weoSound decell RRA eaunee becoudemaed shan fe aes {peech, that cannot be condemned; that he Anro 
that is of the contrary part may be afhamed, having rupee 


no evil thing to fay of you. 

g. Exhort fervants to be obedient unto theif own 
mafters, and to pleafe shem well in all sbings 5 not an- 
{wering again; 

10 Not purloining, but fhewing all good fidelity ; 
thar they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things. 

11 For the grace of Ged that bringeth falvation hath 
appeared to all men, 

12 Teaching us that, denying ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, we fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly, in this prefent world; 

13 Looking for that bleffed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jefus Chrift; 

14, Who gave himfelf for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity, and purify unto himfelf a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works. 

15 Thefe things f{peak, and exhort, and rebuke with 
all authority. Lct no man defpife thee. 


CHAP. II. 

t Titus divedicd by Paul: 10 to refed obftinate hereticks : 
12 which done, he appointeth hint to cone unto bin. 
UT them in mind to be fubject to principalitics 

P and powers, to obey magiftrates, to be ready ta 

every good work, 

2 Vo fpeak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but 
gentle, fhewing all mecknefs unto all men. 

3 For weourlelves alfo were fometimes fooli th, difobe- . 
dient, deccived, ferving divers lufts and p1:: -afure s, liv-7€ 
ing In malice and envy, hateful, aud hating one another. 

4 But after that the kindnefs and love of God ourh¢ 
Saviour toward man appeared, 4d 

5 Not by works of rightcoufnefs which we have done, 
but according to his mercy he faved us, by the wafhing 
of regencration, and renewing of the Holy Ghott ; 

6 Which he thed on us abundantly through Jefus 
Chrift our Saviour ; 

7 That being juftified by his grace, we fhould be 
made heirs according ® to the hope of cternal life. 

8 This is a faithful faying, and thefe things I will 
that thou affirm conftantly; that they which ‘have be- 
lieved in God might be careful to maintain good works. 
Thefe things are ‘good and profitable unto men. 

9 But avoid foolith queftions, and gencalogies, and 
contentions, and ftrivings about the law; for they are 
unprofitable and vain. 

10 A man that is an herctick after the firft and fe 
cond admonition reject : 

11 Knowing that he that is fuch is fubverted, and 
finncth, being condemned of himfelf. 

12 When I fhall fend Artemas.unto thee, or Tychi- 
cus, be diligent to come unto me to Nicopolis : : for L 
have determined there to winter. 

13 Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their 
journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them. 

14 And Iet ours alfo learn to maintain good works 
| for neceffary ufes, that they be not unfruitful. 

1s All that are with me falute thee. Greet them that 
love us in the faith. Grace be with youall. Amen. 

§] It was written to Titus, ordained the firft bifhop 
of the church of the Cretians, from Nicopolis of 
Macedonia. 

The 

——$—$L aaa raat 

15 Let no man defpife ther.] Let thy doStrine and behaviour in 


wifdom ana gravity be fuch, as may preferve and keep thee from all 

contempt. 

WII. 2 Speak evil of no man, 8c.) Calumny and detraétion have 
been a reigning vice in all ages; and the pratice evidently betokens 
a corrupt heart. 

10 A man that is an beretich, &¢.] Avoid communion with him 
that obitinately perfiits in dangerous errors and herefies; and accord 
ingly letjrim be excommunicated. 

GENERAL Reruectrrons on Chap. If. 

In the firit of thefe chapters the apole gives a faummary of the Chril- 
tian religion, the right profeifion of which will ever be accom- 
panied with piety and good works; admonithes to adhere to the 
found doSrines of feripture, and’ to fun all communication with 
parlor oF erroneous principles. 


10 COMMENTARY 


The duty of obeying ps for themum(tye ___ OTUAYs Baad... heday oy chong miei aless 


Anno 
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The Epiftle of PAUL to PHILEMON. 


—————E—EEEE 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


G 


Oxefinus was a fervant to Philemon the Coloffian, one of Pauls comperts: 


he had robbed his apafler, aud bond plod to 


Rome, where Paul then was a prifoner at large, who, by bis minifley cowvrricd iin to the Chriftian fiith 3 afer 
which, he niniftered to the apofile, by whofe revenmmendation he was 1fiured to his mafler’s favour. 


es ee 


t The eae. 4 Paul declareth his joy in hearing of 
the love and faith of Philemon ; 8 izztreating him to re- 
ceive into bis favour bis once fugitive fervant Oxefunis. 

AUL, a prifoner of Jefus Chrift, and Timothy 

P our brother, unto Philemon our dearly beloved, 

and fellowlabourer. 

2 And to our beloved Apphia, and Archippus our 
fellow foldicr, and to the church in thy houfe: 

3 Grace to you, and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

4. I thank my God, making mention of thee always 
in my prayers, 

s Hearing of thy love and faith, which thou haft 
toward the Lord Jefus, and toward all faints ; 

6 That the communication of thy faith may become 
‘effectual by the acknowledging of every good thing 
which is in you in Chrift Jefus. 
> + For we have great joy and confolation in thy love, 
Becaufe the bowels of the faints are refrefhed by thee, 
brother. 

8 Wherefore, though I might be much bold in Chrift 
to injoin thee that which is convenient, 

g Yet for love’s fake I rather befcech thee, being fuch 
an one as Paul the aged, and now alfo a prifoner of Jefus 
Chrift. 

10 I befeech thee for my fon Onefisnus, whom I have 
begotten in my bonds: 

11 Which in iime paft was to thee unprofitable, bur 
now profitable to thee and to me: 

12 Whom | have fent again: thou therefore receive 
him, that is, mine own bowels ; 

13 Whom I would have retained with me, that in 





COMMENTARY axvd NOTES. 

1 Fellowlabourcr.) Philemon was minifter or paftor of the Colof- 
fian church. 

2 Apphia, &c.| She is fuppofed to be Philemon’s wife. 

9 Paul the aged, &c.] ‘The Greek word, here tranflated «+ aged,” 
fignifies alfo an ambaffador. 

11 Was to thee unprofitable, &c.] By defrauding him, and negleét- 
ing his bufinefs. 

12 That is, mine own bowels.) Whom J loved with the greatelt- 
tendernefs of affection. 








thy fte 
of the 


14. But without thy mind would [do nothing ; that 


thy be 


ad he might have miniftered unto me inthe bonds — Anno 
gofpel : DOMINE 
= 64. 


nefit fhould nor be as ic were of necefiity, but 


willingly. 

35 For perhaps he thercfere deparred for a feafon, 
that thou fhouldeit receive him for ever ; 

16 Not nowas a fervant, but above a fervant, a bro- 
ther beloved, fpecially to me, but how much more unto 
thee, both in the Aefh, and in the Lord? 

17 If thou count me therefore a parcner, reccive him 
as myfelf. 

18 If he hath wronreed thee, or oweth thee ought, 
put that on mine account ; 


19 1 Paul have written i with cies o 


will re 


vo. imand, £ 
iuce how thou owelt 





pay if: albeit I donot fi; «- 


unto me even thine own felf befides. 

20 Yea, brother, !et me have joy of thee in the Lord: 
refrefh my bowels in the Lord. 

21 Having confidence in thy obedience I wrote unte 
thee, knowing that thou wilt alfo do more than J fay. 

22 But withal prepare me alfoa lodging: for I truit 
that through your prayers I fhall be given unto you. 

23 TVhere falute thee Epaphras, my fellowprifoncr 
in Chrift Jésus ; 

24 Marcus, Ariftarchus, Demas, Lucas, my fellow- 
labourers. 

25 The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift de with your 


fpirir. 


Amen. 


§{ Written from Rome to Philemon, by Onefimus 
a fervant. 





19 Thor owef unto me even thine own felf, &c.] 


i.e. I was the 


chief inftrument of thy converfion to Chriftianity. 


Generau REFLECTIONS. 


We fhould learn from this epiltle to embrace every oceafion to procure 
the converfion of perfons that are in error, and intereft onrfelves in 
behalf of thofe who itand in need of our help, efpecially in bring- 
ing, finners back to a fenfe of their duty, and then treat them with 


all mi 


Idnefs and humanity. 





The Epiftle of PAUL to the HEBREWS. 





THE 


> 


ARGUMENT.. 
This epifile, it is generally fuppofed, was written by St. Paul, with a defign to inform the Hebrews, that the gofpel dif~ 


penfation as far furpaffed the miniféry of the Old Teftameut under Mofes and the prophets, as the fubftance excelled 
the foadow 3 and to prove, that Chrift was fuperior in dignity to the moft diftinguifhed of the angelic hofl, aud of 
smnatchlefs excellence tn all his divine charatters and offices as Mediator. 





—————ES == 


CHAP. I. 
x The effential dignity of the Son, by whom God hath re- 
vealed himfelf in thefe laft days : 4 his preeminence above 
the angels in office. 


G 





> 


OD, who at fundry times and in divers man-_ Anno 
ners fpake in time paft unto the fathers by POMINE 
the prophets, - 


2 Hath in thefe laft days fpoken unto us by bis Son, 


whom 





Why Chrift took our nature upon him. 


Anno 
DOMINE 


whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom 
alfo he made the worlds ; 

3 Who being the brightnefs of his glory, and the 
exprefs image of his perfon, and upholding all things 
by the word of his power, when he had by himfelf 
purged our fins, fac down on the right hand of the 
Majefty on high ; 

4 Being made fo much better than the angels, as 
he hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name | 
than they. . 

5 For unte which of the angels faid he at any time, 
‘Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee? And 
again, I will be to hima Father, and he fhall be to me 
a Son? 

6 And again, when he bringeth in the firftbegotten 
into the world, he faith, And let all the angels of God 
worfhip him. 

7 And of the angels he faith, Who makcth his angels 
{pirits, and his minifters a flame of fire. 

§ But unto the Son be faith, Vhy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever: a fceptre of righteoufnefs zs the 
feeptre of thy kingdom. 

9 Thou ha{t loved righteoufnefs, and hated iniquity ; 
therefore God, evex thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladnefs above thy fellows. 

10 And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning haft laid the 
foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the works 
of thinc hands. 

ti They fhall perifh; but thou remaineft: and they 
all fhall wax old as doth a garment ; 

12 And as a vefture fhalt thou fold them up, and 
they fhall be changed: but rhou art the fame, and thy 
years fhall not fail. : 

13 But to which of the angels faid he ac any time, 
Sit on my right hand, until [make thine enemies thy 
footftool ? 

14 Are they not all miniftering fpirits, fent forth to 
minifter for them who fhall be heirs of falvation ? 

CH AP. I. 

1 We mufl be obedient to Chrift, 5 becanfe he touk our na- 
ture upon him, as it was neceffary he fhould. 
ee we ought to give the more carneft 

heed to the things which we have heard, left ar 
any time we fhould let ‘hem flip. 

2 For if the word {poken by angels was ftedfaft, and 
every tranfgreffion and difobedience received a juit re- 
compence of reward ; 

3 How fhall we efcape, if we negtect fo great falva- 
tion; which at the firft began to be fpoken by the Lord, 
and was confirmed unto us by them that heard bim ; 

4 God alfo bearing ‘hem witnefs, both with figns and 
wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 
Ghoft, according to his own will? 

5 For untothe angels hath he not put in fubjection 
the world to come, whercof we fpeak. | 

6 Butone ina certain place teftified, faying, What 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the fon of 
man, that thou vifiteft him ? 

7 Thou madeft hima little lower than the angels ; 
thou crownedft him with glory and honour, and didft 
fet him over the works of thy hands: 

8 Thou haft put all things in fubjection under his 
feet. For in that he pur all in fubjection under him, 
he left nothing shat is not put under him. But now 
we fee not yet all things put under him. 
ee rc 

COMMENTARY anp NOTES ow CHAP. ¥, IE 

I. 3 Who being the brightnefs of bis glory, &c.] Being, in refpect 
of his divine nature, very God of very God, light of his Father’s 
light, the brightnefs of thofe glorious beams of his eternal eflence and 
infinite majefty, &c. 

g Above thy fellows.] None of the angels, whom thou mayeft in 
any degree have condefcended to join with thyfelf, and had in thy 
train, can pretend to compare'with thee in glory or excellence. 

12 Shall not fail.) Not only the divinity of Jefas Chritt, phinly 
demonftrated in this chapter, but alfo his eternity, brings a fingular 
comfort to all believers, who are the happy partakers of it. 

H. 5 Untothe angels hath he not put in fubjeicn, &c.) The world 
of believers, gathered out of ail nations by the preaching of the gof- 
pel, is put undgr Chriit’s immediate power, and is fubje&, not to 


angels, but to Chrift himfelf. 
t 


CHAP. I. Ill. 


Chrift more worthy t 


9 But we fee Jefus, who was madea little lower than 
the angels for the fuffering of death, crowned with giory 
and honour; that he by the grace of God fhould tafte 
death for every man. 

x0 For it became him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom ave all things, in bringing many fons unio 
glory, to make the captain of their falvation perfect 
through fufterings, 

rt For both he that fanctifieth and they who are 
farnctified are all of one: for which caufe he is not 
aflaamed to call them brethren, 

12 Saving, I will declare thy narhe unto my brethren, 
in the midft of the church will I fing praife unto thee. | 

13 And again, I will put my truft in him. And 
again, Behold I and the children which God hath 
given me. 

14 Forafmuch then as the children are partakers of 
flefh and blood, he alfo himfelf likewife took part of 
the fame; that through death he might deftroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil ; 

15 And deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime fubjeét to bondage. 

16 For verily he took rot on bim the nature of angels 
but he took on Aim the feed of Abraham. . 

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 
made like untodis brethren, that he might be a merciful 
and faithful high prieft in things pertaining to God, to 
make a reconciliation for the fins of the people. 

18 For in that he himfelf hath fuffered being tempt~ 
ed; he isable to fuccour them that are tempted. 

> 22. CHAP. IIL, 
t Chrift is more worthy than Mofes: 7 therefore we areé 
the more bousden to belicv: hinte 
HEREPORE, holy brethren, partakers of the 
heavenly calling, confider the Apoftle and 
High Prieft of our profteifion, Chrift Jefus ; 

2 Who was faithtul to him that appointed him, ag 
alfo Mofes was faithful in.all his houfe. 

3 For this max was counted worthy of more glory 
than Mofes, inafrnuch as he who hath builded the houfe 
hath more honour than the houfe. 

4 For every houfe is builded by fome man; but he 
that built all things zs God. 

5 And Mofes verily was faithful in all his houfe, as 
a fervant, for a teftimony of thofe things which were 
to be fpoken after ; 

6 But Chrift as a fon over his own houfe; whofe 
hhoufe are we, if we hold faft the confidence and the 
rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end. ; 

7 Wherefore {as the Holy Ghoft faith, To-day if ye 
will hear his voice, 

8 Harden net your hearts, as in the provecation, in 
the day of temptation in the wilderne(s: ” 

g When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and 
faw my works forty years. 

10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, 
and faid, They do alway err in ¢heir heart ; and they 
have not Known my ways. 

11 So [fwarein my wrath, They fhall not enter inte 
rny reft.) : 

12 Take heed, brethren, left there be in any of you 
2 oat heart of unbelief, in departing from the living 

od. 

13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called 


To- . 





1t Both he that fanBifieth, &c.] Thefe words denote our union 
with Chriit, by his participation of the fame nature with us. 

16 He took not on him the nature of angels, &c.| Implying, that it 
would have been a great condefcenfion in him to have done even that ; 
but fuch was his love to fallen man, that he took on him their nature, 
to redeem them, while the apoftate angels were rejected. 

Generar Reefrections on Chap. I. If. 

‘The apoftle here proves the excellency of the gofpel, and the divinity 
of our Lord, beyond all controverfy ; which fhould fill us with joy, 
and a firm reliance on God through Chrift, and engage us to live as 
his redeemed, and free from fin, left we fhould fall again under the 
power of the devil, from which our Lord hath delivered us. 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. III. IV 
Ul, 2 Who was faithful to him that appointed, Sc.) As Mofes 

wos faithful, fo was Chrift, in declaring the whole will of God, us 

x4 Bg 





han Mofes: 
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The reft of Chriftians attained by faith. 


HEBREWS." 


The priefihood of Chrift. 





Anno 


DOMIN? 
6 


* Secondly, The typical reft in the land of Canaan. 


To-day; left any of you be hardened through the de- 

ceitfulnefs of fin. 

14 For we are made partakers of Chrift, if we hold 
the beginning of our confidence ftedfaft unto the end; 

1g While it is faid, To-day if ye will hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. 

16 For fome, when they had heard, did provoke: 
howbeit not all that came out of Egypt by Mofes. 

17 But with whom was he grieved forty years? was 
gf not with them that had finned, whofe carcafes fell 
in the wildernefs ? 

18 And to whom {ware he that they fhould not enter 
into his reft, but to them that be:ieved not? 

1g So we fee that they could not enter in becaufe of 
unbelief. 

CHAP. IV. 

x The reft of Chriftians to be attained by faith. 12 The 
power of God’s word. 14 Having fefus our way to 
the throne of grace. 

ET us therefore fear, left, a promife being left 

us of entering into his reft, any of you fhould 
feem to come fhort of it. 

2 For unto us was the gofpel preached, as well as 
unto them: but the word preached did not profit them, 
not being mixed with faith in them that heard it. 

For we which have believed do enter into reft, as 
he faid, As I have {worn in my wrath, ifthey fhall enter 
into my reft: although the works were finifhed from 
the foundation of the world. : 

4. For he fpake inacertain place of the feventh day 
on this wife, And God did reft the feventh day from 
all his works. 

s And in this place again, If they fhall ehter into 
my reft. 

6 Sceing therefore it remaincth that fome muft enter 
therein, and they to whom it was firft preached entered 
not in becaufe of unbelief: 

7 (Again, he limiteth a certain day, faying in David, 
To-day, after fo long atime; as it is faid, To-day if 
ye will hear his voice harden not your hearts. . 

8 For if Jefus had given them reft, then would he 
not afterward have fpoken of another day. 

& g There remaineth therefore a reft to the people of 
od. 

10 For he that is entered into his reft, he alfo hath 
ceafed from his own works, as God did from his.) 

tx Let us labour therefore to enter into that reft, 
left any man fall after the fame example of unbelief. 

12 For the word of God zs quick, and powerful, and 
fharper than any two edged fword, piercing even to the 
dividing afunder of foul and fpirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and /sa difcerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart. 

13 Neither is there any creature that is not manifeft 
in his fight: but all things are naked and opened unto 
the eyes of him with whom we have to de. 

14 Seeing then that we havea great high prieft, that 
is paffed into the heavens, Jefus the Son of God, Iet us 
hold faft our profeffion. 

15 For we have not an high prieft which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without fin. 

16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 


LT ID 

14 We are made partakers of Chrift, if we hold, &c.] We fhall 
hereby declare ourfelves to be made partakers of @hriit, and his fav- 
ing benefits, if we perfevere in the faith of the gofpel, of which we 
have bepn to make a profeffion. 

IV. There remaineth therefore a reft to the people of God.) There 
is a threefold reft fpoken of in fcripture, all which are called God’s 
reft, being allof his appointing ; namely, firft, The reft of the fab- 
bath-day, in remembrance of God’s refting from the work of creation, 
Thirdly, An eter- 
nal reft with God in heaven, from fin, temptation, and all mifery ; 
which laft is here alluded to by the apoftle. 

15 We have uot an high pric? which cannot, &c.| Chrift, by affum- 
ing our nature, became humbly affectionate ; and by fuffering our in- 


* firmities becume experimentally compaffionate. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap. il. IV. 
We arc here cautioned againft rebellion and unbelief, both which ex- 
a 
4 


grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

: CHAP. WV. : 

The authority and how of our Saviours pri: fthood, 

OR every high prieft taken from among men is 
ordained for men in things pertatuing to God, that 
he may offer both gifts and facrifices for fins : 

2 Who can have compaffion on the ignorant, and 
on them that are out of the way; for that he himfelf 
alfo is compaffed with infirmiry. 

And by reafon hereof he ought, as for the people, 
foalfo for himfelf, to offer for fins. 

4 And noman taketh this honour unto himfelf, but 
he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 

5 So alfo Chrift glorified not himfelf to be made an 
high prieft; but he that faid unto him, ‘Thou arr my 
Son, to-day have I begotten thee. 

6 As he faith alfo in another place, Thou arf a prictt 
for ever after the order of Melchifedec. 

7 Who in thedays of his fleth, when he had offered 
up prayers and fupplications with {trong crying and 
tears unto him that was able to fave him from death, 
and was heard in that he feared ; 

8 Though he werea Son, yet learned he obedience 
by the things which he fuftered ; ‘ 

g And being made perfect, he became the author 
of eternal falvation unto all them that obcy him; ; 

10 Called of God un high priett after the order of 
Melchifedec. S 

14 Of whom we have many things to fay, and hard 
to be uttered, feeing ye are dull of hearing. 

12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, 
ye have need thar one teach you again which Ze the firft 
principles of the oracles of God; and are become fuch 
as have need of milk, and not of {trong meat. 

13 For every one that ufeth milk és unfkilful in the 
word of righteoufnefs: for he is a babe. 

14 But {trong meat belongeth to them that are of 
full age, even thofe who by reafon of ufe have their fenfes 
exercifed to difcern both good and evil. 

CHAP. VIL 
t He exhorteth not to fall back from the faith, 12 but to 
be diligent in waitimg upon God. 
HEREFORE leaving the principles of the doc- 
trine of Chrift, let us go on unto perfeclion; not 
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead 
works, and of faith toward God, 

2 Of the doctrine of baptifms, and of laying on of 
hands, and of refurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment, 

3 And this will we do, if God permit. 

4 For i/is impoffible for thofe who were once en- 
lighrened, and have tafted of the heavenly gift, and 
were made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 

5 And have tafted the good word of God, and the 
powers of the world to come, 

6 If they fhall fall away, to renew them again unto 
repentance; fecing they crucify to themfelves the Son 
of God afrefh, and put im to an open fhame. 

7 For the earth which drinketh in the rain thar 
cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs meet for 
them by whom it is drefled, recciveth blefling from 
God: 

8 But 
nT 
clude finners from the favour of God: let us therefore atrend both 
the threatenings and promifes of the gofpel ; remembering that 

Jefus Chrift, our fupreme, merciful high-prieft, is ever ready to 

affift us by his grace. 

COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. V. VI. 


Vi 7 Who inthe days of hit flefo, &c.] This alludes to the affeét- 
ing fenfe our Saviour had of his iufferings, when he endured the bit- 
ter agony in the garden. a BA 

13 dn the word of rightecufiefi, &c,] That is, in the gofpel, which 
directs us in the true way of jultification, by the blood and righteouf- 
nefs of the great Redecmer. ; 

Vi. 4-6 Is is impeffible—to renew them again unto repentance, &C.] 
It is not 2 partial apoftafy from Chriflianity, by any particular vicious 
praétice, bnt x total forfaking of the Chrifuan religion, by a departure 
from God in the heart. that is here intended. 

‘ 18 Who 


Anno 
POMINt 
64. 


Chris priefthood proved to be of CHAP. VIL VIL. a higher order than that of Aaron: 





Anno 


DOMINI - 


64, 


§ But that which beareth thorns and briers is re- 
jected, and zs nigh unto curfing; whofe end zs to be 
burned. 

9 But beloved, .we are perfuaded better things of 
you, and things that accompany falvation, though we: 
thus {peak. : 

10 For God is not unrighteous to forget your work 
and labour of love, which ye have fhewed toward his 
name, in that ye have miniftered to the faints, and do 
minitfter. 

a1 And we defire that every one of you do fhew the 


fame diligence to the full aflurance of hope unto the | 


end: 

12 That ye be not, flothful, but followers of them 
who through faith and patience inherit the promifes. 

13 For when God made promife to Abraham, be- 
cautc hecould {wear by no greater, he fwareby himfelf, 

14 Saying, Surcly blefling I will blefs thee, and mul- 
tiplying I will multiply thee. 

1g And fo, after he had patiently endured, he ob- 
tained the promife. 

16 For men verily {wear by the greater: and an oath 
for confirmation 7s to them an end of all flrife. 

17 Werein God, willing more abundantly to fhew 
unto the heirs of promife the immutability of his coun- 
fel, confirmed 7f by an oath: 

18 That by two immutable things, in which 7 was 
impoflible for God to lie, we might havea ftrong con- 
folation, who have ficd for refuge to Jay hold upon the 
hope fet before us: 

19 Which dope we have as an anchor of the foul, both 
fure and ftedfait, and which entereth into that within 
the vail; : 

zo Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even 
Jeius, made an high prie(t for ever after the order of 


Mclchifedec. 
CHAP. VIL. 
1 Chrift, a prieft after the order of Melchifedec, 11 far 
above the priefts of Aaron’s order. 
OR this Melchifedec king of Salem, prieft of the 
mo high God, who met Abraham returning from 
the flaughter of the kings, and bleffled him ; 

2 To whom alfo Abraham gave a tenth part of all; 
firtt being by interpretation King of righteoufnefs, and 
after that alfo King of Salem, which is, King of peace; 

3 Without father, without mother, without defcent, 
having ncither beginning of days, nor end of life; but 
made like unto the Son of God; abideth a prieft con- 
tinually. 

4 Now confider how great this man was, unto whom 

even the patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the 
{poils. 
3 5 And verily they that are the fons of Levi, who re- 
ceive the office of the priefthood, have a commandment 
to take tithes of the people according to the law, that 
is, of their brethren, though they come out of the loins 
of Abraham : 

6 But he whofe defcent is not counted from them 
received tithes of Abraham, and blefled him that had 
the promifes. 

7 And without all contradiction the lefs is bleffed 
of the better. 

8 And here men that die receive tithes; but there he 
receiveth them, of whom it is witnefled that he liveth. 

9 And as I may fo fay, Levi alfo, who receiveth 
tithes, payed tithes.in Abraham. 

10 For he was yet in the loins of his father, when 
Melchifedec met hirn. 

11 If therefore perfection were by the Levitical 
priefthood, (for under it the people received the law,) 


aro eer ag rr a EGA 
iS Who have fled for refuge, &c.| Chrift is here pointed out as 

the believer’s city of refuge, the only fanétuary for diftrefled fouls, 

when the guilt of fin, and the wrath of God for fin purfue and follow them. 
Generat Reeric trons on Chap. V. VI. . 

We fhould chiefly oiferve from hence, that the promifes of God, hav- 
ing been made by an oath, are unchangeabic, and confirmed by 
the entrance of Chrilt into heaven: and therefore, that the hope 
of the faithful isa ftrong and fare anchor to the foul which fup- 

No, 52. 





what further need was there that another prictt fhould Anno 
rife after the order of Melchifedec, and not be called PON 


after the ordcr of Aaron? 

12 For the pricfthood being changed, there is made 
of neceflity a change alfo of the law. 

13 For he of whom thefe things are fpoken pertain- 
eth to another tribe, of which no man gave attendance 
at the altar. 

14 For # és evident that our Lord fprang out of 
Judah ; of which tribe Mofes fpake nothing concern- 
ing priefthood, 

15 Andit is yet far more evident: for that after the 


_ fimilitude of Melchifedec there arifeth another prieft, 


16 Whois made, not after the law of a carnal com- 
mandment, but after the power of an endlefs life. 

17 For he teftifieth, Thou art a prieft for ever after 
the order of Melchifedec. 

18 For there is verily a difannulling of the command- 
ment going before for the weaknefs and unprofitable- 


nefs thereof. 


19 For the law made nothing perfeé, but the bring- 


| ing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw 


nigh unto God. 

20 And inafmuch as not without an oath be was 
made prich : ; 

21 (For thofe priefts were made without an oath; 
but this with an oath by him that faid unto him. The 
Lord {ware and will not repent, Thou arta pricft for 


ever after the order of Melchifedec :) 


22 By fo much was Jefus made a furcty of a better 
teftament. 4 

23 And they truly were many pricfls, becaufe they 
were not fuffered to continue by reafon of death: 

24 But this man, becaufe he continucth ever, hath 
an unchangeable priefthood. ‘ 

25 Wherefore he is able alfo to fave them to the ut- 
termoft that come unto God by him, fecing he ever 
liveth to make interceflion for them. 

26 For fuch an high prieft became us, who is holy, 
harmlefs, untefiled, feparate from finners, and made 
higher than the heavens ; 

27 Who needeth not daily, as thofe high priclts, to 
offer up facrifice, firft for his own fins, and then for the 
people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up 
himfelf. 

28 For thelaw maketh men high priefls which have 
infirmity ; but the word of the oath, which was fince the 
law, maketh the Son, who is confecrated for evermore. 

CHAP. VIII. 

1 By Chrift’s eternal priefthood the Levitical priefthood is 
abolifhed, 7 and the temporal covenant, by the eternal 
covenant of the gofpel. 

OW of the things which we have fpoken this is 

the fum: We have fuch an high prieft, who is 

fet on the right hand of the throne of the Majefty in 
the heavens ; 

2 A minifter of the fanctuary, and of the true taber- 
nacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man. 

3 For every high prieft is ordained to offer gifts and 
facrifices : wherefore it zs of neceflity that this man 
have fomewhat alfo to offer. a) 

4 Forif he wereon earth, he fhould not be a pricft, 
fecing that there are priefts that offer gifts according to 
the law: 

5 Who ferve unto the example and fhadow of hea- 
venly things, as Mofes was admonithed of God when 
he was about to make the tabernacle: for, Sce, faith 
he, that thou make all things according to the pat- 
tern fhewed to thee in the mount. 

6 But now hath he obtained a more. excellent oe 

ry, 


ports them, and which penctrates even into heaven, where Chrift is 
entered as our forerunner. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. VIF. VIII. 
VIL. 3 Without father —Without defeent, &c.] i. ¢. It is not known 
who were his parents; neither is there any written account of his ge- 
nealogy, his beginning and end not being mentioned in {cripture. 
- 25 That come unto God, &c.] That come to him by faith, repentance, 
and real amendment, through the merits and interceflion of Jefus Chrift. 
10H VOL 


HEBREWS. far inferior to the facrifices of Chrift. 


12 Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by _Anno 


The facrifices of the law are 


Anno ftry, by how much alfo he is the mediator of a better panne, 


DOMINI 
64. 


‘ covenant, which was eftablifhed upon better promifes. 


» For if that firft covenant had been faultlefs, then 
fhould no place have been fought for the fecond. 

8 For finding fault with them, he faith, Behold, the 
Gays come, faiththe Lord, when | will make a new co- 
venant with the houfe of Ifrael and with the houfe of 
Judah : : 

9 Not according to the covenant that I made with 

their fathers in the day when I took them by the hand 
to lead them out of the land of Egypt; becaufe they 
continued not in my covenant, and I regarded them 
not, faith the Lord. 
' yo For this 7s the covenant that [ will make with 
the houfe of Ifrael after thofe days, faith the Lord; I 
will put my laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they 
fhall be to me a people: 

11 And they fhall not teach every man his neigh- 
bour, and every man his brother, faying, Know the 
Lord: for all fhall know me, from the leaft to the 
greateft. 

12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteoufnels, 
and their fins and their iniquities will I :emember no 
more. 

13 In that he faith, A new covenant, he hath made 
the tirft old. Now that which decayeth and waxeth old, 
is ready to vanifh away. 

CHAP. IX. 
1 The rites and bloody facrifices of the law, 11 far inferior 
to the blood and facrifices of Chrift. 
HEN verily the firft covenzant had alfo ordinances 
_ of divine fervice, and a worldly fanctuary. 

2 For there was a tabernacle made; the firft, wherein 
wes the candleftick, and the table, and the fhewbread ; 
which is called the fanétuary. 

3 And after the fecond vail, the tabernacle which is 
called the Holieft of all; 

4 Which had the golden cenfer, and the ark of the 
covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was 
the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron’s rod that 
budded, and the tables of the covenant ; 

§ And over it the cherubims of glory fhadowing the 
mercyfeat; of which we cannot now {peak particularly. 

6 Now when thefe things were thus ordained, the 
priefts went always into the firit tabernacle, accom- 
plithing the fervice of God. 

7 But into the fecond wezt# the high prieft alone once 
every year, not without blood, which he offered for 
himfelf, and for the errors of the people: 

8 The Holy Ghoft this fignifying, that the way into 
the holieft of all was not yet made manifefl, while as 
the firft tabernacle was yet ftanding : 

9 Which was a figure for the time then prefent, in 
which were offered both gifts and facrifices, that could 
not make him that did the fervice perfect, as pertain- 
ing to the confcience ; 

10 Which food only in meats and drinks, and divers 
wathings, and carnal ordinances, impofed on them until 
the time of reformation. 

11 But Chrift being comean high prieft of good 
things to come, bya greater and more perfeét taberna- 
cle, not made with hands, that is to fay, not of this 
building ; f oe 


~. 4 





VUI. 12 Zavill be merciful to their unrightecufuefs, &e.] This is 
oe sage fundamental promife of the covenant of grace; namely, the 
pardon of fin. 

Generar Revruecrz,ons on Chap. VII. VIII. 
The defign of the apoftle is, to inftruét us in the perfection and effi- 
cacy of the facrifice of Chrift, fo as to convince us that we fhall 
find in him all. that is necéffary to obtain the pardon of our fins, 
and to purify our fouls; which we fhould make the fubjeét of our 
prayers, as likewife, that he wonld write his law in our hearts. 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. IX. 

8 The way into the bolic of all was not yet, &c.| “Was not, under 
Mofes, fo deadly and fully manifefted ; and heaven reprefented by 
the holy of holies, was as yet inacceffible; for Chrift firft entered into 
heaven as ous forerunner, with'bis blood to appear before Ged, and 
thereby to prepare the way for our entrance after him, 


4 


his own blood; he entered in once into the holy place, 
having obtained eternal redemption for us. 

12 For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
afhes of an heifer fprinkling the unclean, fanctifieth to 
the purifying of the defh: 

14 How much more fhall the blood of Chrift, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himfelf without fpot 
to God, purge your confcience from dead works to 
ferve the living God? 

15 And for this caufe he is the mediator of the new 
teftament, that by means of death, for the redemption 
of the tranfgreffions that were under the firit teftament, 
they which are callecdl might receive the promife of eter- 
nal inheritance. 

16 For where a teftament zs, there muft alfo of ne» 
ceffity be the death of the teftator. 

17 For a teftament is of fcrce after men are dead: 
otherwife it is of no ftrength at all while the teftator 
liveth. 

18 Whereupon neither the firft tefament was dedi- 
cated without blood. 

19 For when Mofes had fpoken every precept to all 
the people according to the law, he took the blood of 
calves and of goats, with water, and {carlet wool, and 
hyflop, and {prinkled both the book, and all the people, 

20 Saying, This zs the blood of the teltament which 
God hath enjoined unto you. 

21 Moreover he fprinkled likewife with blood both 
the tabernacle, and all the veffels of the miniftry. 

22 And almoftail things are by the law purged with 
blood ; and without fhedding of blood is no remifiion. 

23 Jt was therefore neceilary that the patterns of 
things in the heavens fhould be purified with thefe; but 
the heavenly things themfelves with better facrifices 
than thefe. 

24. For Chrift is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands, which are the figures of the true; 
but into heaven itfelf, now to appear in the prefence 
of God for us: 

25 Nor yet that he fhould offer himfelf often, as the 
high prieft entereth into the holy place every year with 
blood of others ; 

26 For then muft he often have fuffered fince the 
foundation of the world : but now once in the end of 
the world hath he appeared to put away fin by the 
facrifice of himfelf. 

27 And as it isappointed unto men once to die, but 
after this the judgment: 

28 So Chrift was once offered to bear the fins of 
many: and unto them that Jook for him fhall he ap- 
pear the fecond time without fin unto falvation. 

CHAP. X. 
t The weaknefs of the law-facrifices, 10 and the power of 
Chrif’s facrifice. 19 An exhortation to faith. 
OR the law having a fhadow of good things to 
come, and not the very image of the things, can 
never with thofe facrifices which they offered year by 
year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 


2 For then would they not have ceafed to be offered? _ 


becaufe that the worfhippers once purged fhould have 
had no more confcience of fins. 
3 But in thofe facrifices there 7s a remembrance 
again made of fins every year. 
4 For 





15 For this caufe he is the mediator, &c.] ‘The meaning is, that as 
well they who lived before Chrift’s coming in the flefh, as fince, 
might, by virtue of his death, obtain the promifed eternal inheri- 
tance. 

28 Shall be appear the fecond time without fin, &c.] Having here 
removed the guilt, power, and punifhmenr, due to fin, by his atone- 
ment and grace; he will, at his fecond coming, make it evident, that 
the very being of fin will be deftroyed for ever in heaven. 


Generar Refrections on Chap. IX. 


There is bat ene only means by which, and one only term in which 
to obtain falvation: the only means is, to lay hold on the grace 
offered us in Chrift Jefus; and the only term is, the time of this 
life. May we ferioufly confider this! 

4 COMMENTARY 


oi 





The legal Jacrifices could not take away fins. CHAP. XI. The nature and acceptablenefs of faith. 
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4 For it is not poffible that the blood of bulls and 
of goats fhould take away fins. 

s Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he 
faith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldeft not, but a 
body hait thou prepared me : 

6 In burnt offerings and fucrifices for fin thou haft 
had no plicafure. 

7 ‘Then faid 1, Lo, I come (in the volume of the 
book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. 

§ Above when he faid, Sacrifice and offering and 
burnt offerings and offering for fin thou wouldeft not, 
neither hadft pleafure /berein ; which are offered by the 
law ; 

9 Then faid he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. 
He takerh away the firft, that he may eftablifh the fecond. 

ro By the which will we are fanctified through the 
offering of the body of Jefus Chrift once for all. 

rt And every prieft ftandeth daily miniftering and 
offering oftentimes the fame facrifices, which can never 
take away fins: 

12 But this man, after he had offered one facrifice 
for fins, for ever fat down on the right hand of God ; 

13. From henceforth expecting till his cnemics be 
made his footftool. 

14 For by one offering he hath perfected for ever 
them that are fanctified. 

15 Mbereo the Holy Ghoft alfo is a witnefs to us: 
for after that he had fa:d before, 

26 This ss the covenant that | will make with them 
after thofe days, faith the Lord, I will put my laws into 
their hearts, and in their minds will I write them ; 

17 And their fins and iniquitics will I remember no 
more. 

18 Now where remiffion of thefe és, there is no more 
offering for fin. 

19 Having therefore, brethren, boldnefs to enter 
into the holieft by the blood of Jefus, 

20 By anew and living way, which he hath con fe- 
crated for us, through the vail, that is to fay, his flefh; 

21 And having an high prieft over the houfe of God; 

22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full affu- 
rance of faith, having our hearts {prinkled from an 
evil confcience,and our bodies wafhed with pure water. 

23 Let us hold faft the profeffion of oxr faith with- 
out wavering; for he és faithful that promifed : 

24 And let us confider one another to provoke unto 
love and to good works: 

25 Not forfaking the affembling of ourfelves to- 
gether, as the manner of fome ¢s; but exhorting one 
‘qnotber : and fo much the more, as ye fee the day ap- 
proaching. 

26 For if we fin wilfully after that we have received 
the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more 
facrifice for fins, ; . 

27 Buta certain fearful looking for of judgment and 
fiery indignation, which fhall devour the adverfaries. 

28 He that defpifed Mofes’ law died without mercy 
under two or three witneffes : 

29 Of how much forer punifhment, fuppofe ye, fhall 
he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 
the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the 
covenant, wherewith he. was fanctified, an unholy 
thing, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit of grace? 


COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. X. 

5 When be cometh into the aerld, &c.] ‘The apoftle here declares 
the efficacy of Chrift’s facrifice, and his bleffed undertaking, namely, 
to fulfil and faffer all things required by the will of God, the complete 
falvation of the church. . 

29 Who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, &c.] In this verfe 
is implied the dreadful and eternal punifhment of final apoftaly, 
which refleéts the higheft difhonour on the Chriftian religion ; fuch 
fhall have judgment without mercy, without the leaft relaxation of 
punifhment. . 

34 1c bad compaffion of me in my bonds, 8c 
St, Paul to have been the author of this epiftle; 
well known at Jerufalem, and afterwards at Rome. 

38 The juft foal live by faith, &c.] ‘The jultified perfon fhall lead 
a life of grace and holinels here, and 2 life of glory and happinefs 
hereafter, 


&e.] Thefe words prove 
for his bonds were 


go For we know him that hath faid, Vengeance 
bclongeth unto me, I will recompenfe, faith the Lord. 
And again, The Lord fhall judge his people. 

_ gt itis a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
living God. 

32 But call to remembrance the former days, in 
which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great 
fight of afflictions ; 

33 Partly, whilft ye were made a gazingftock both 
by reproaches and afflictions ; and partly, whilft ye be- 
came companions of them that were fo ufed. 

34_For ye had compaffion of me in my bonds, and 
took joyfully the fpoiling of your goods, knowing in 
yourlelves that ye have in heaven a better and an 
enduring fubftance. . ; 

35 Caft not away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompence of reward. : 

36 For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have 
done the will of God, ye might receive the promife. 

37 For yet a little while, and he that fhall come will 
come, and will not tarry. 

38 Now the juft fhall live by faith: but if any man 
draw back, my foul fhali have no pleafure in him. 

... 39 But we are not of them who draw back unto pcr 
dition; but ofthem that believe to the faving of the foul. 
CHAP. XI. 

The nature of faith, and its acceptablencfs with God, fet 

Sorth in the examples of many excellent perfous of old time. 

N° faith is the fubitance of things haped for, 

the evidence of things not feen. 

2 For by ir the elders obtained a good report. 

3 Through faith we underftand that the worlds were 
framed by the word of God, fo that things which are 
teen were not made of things which do appear. 

4_ By faith Abel offered unto God a more exceilent 
facrifice than Cain, by which he obtained witnefs that 
he was righteous, God teftifying of his gifts: and by 
it he being dead yet fpeaketh. 

5 By faith Enoch was tranflated that he fhould not 
fee death; and was not found, becaufe God had tran{- 
lated him: for before his tranflation he had this tefti~ 
mony, that he pleafed God. 

6 But without faith ¢ 7s impoffible to pleafe him: 
for he that cometh to God mutt believe that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of them thar diligently feek him. 

7 By faith Noah, being warned of God of things 
not feen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to 
the faving of his houfe; by which he condemned the 
world, and became heir of the righteoufnefs which is 
by faith. 

_ 8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 

into a place which he fhould after receive for an inhe- 

ritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing 
whither he went. 

9 By faith he fojourned in the land of promife, as iz 
a ftrange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Ifaac 
and Jacob, the heirs with him of the fame promife: 

_10 For he looked for a city which hath founda- 
tions, whofe builder and maker zs God. 

11 Through faith alfo Sara herfelf received ftrength 
to conceive feed, and was delivered of a child when 
fhe was paft age, becaufe fhe judged him faithful who 
had promifed. 

12 There- 

a TAP SE SS 

Generau Rerrections on Chap. X. 

We ,fhould weigh what St. Paul teaches us, namely, that our fins 
were expiated by the oblation Chrift made of his body upen the 
crofs: and that, after having offered himfelf as a facrifice for the 
fins of mankind, he is fet down for ever on the right hand of God, 
as the interceffor for his church. 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XI. 


1 Faith is the fabfiance of things hoped for, &c.] Faith evilences 
the certainty of future things, and realizes the invifible enjoyment of 
another world, unto our minds, and caufes us to believe them as 
ftrongly as what we fee with our bodily eyes. 

6 He that cometh to God, &¢.| To come to God, is, to believe 
what is recorded by him in feripture concerning his Son, the Lord 


Jefus Chrift, 


19 accounting 


Anno 
DOMINI 


64. 





Divers examples of faith. 


Anno 
DOMINI 
64. 


12 Therefore {prang there even of one, and him as 
good as dead, /o many as the ftars of the fky in multi- 
tude, and as the fand which is by the fea fhore innu- 
merable. : ; 

13 Thefe all died in faith, not having received the 
promifes, but having feen them afar off, and were per- 
faaded of them, and embraced them, and confeffed that 
they were ftrangers and pilgrims on the earth. 

14 For they that fay fuch things declare plainly that 
they feek a country. 3 

16 And truly, if they had been mincful of that 
country from whence they came out, they might have 
had opportunity to have returned. : 

16 But now they defire a better country, that 3s, an 
heavenly : wherefore God is not afhamed to be called 
their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered 
up Ifaac: and he that had received the promifes offered 
up his only begotten /ox, 

18 Of whom it was faid, That in Ifaac fhall thy 
feed be called : 4 

19 Accounting that God was able to raife dim up, 
even from the dead; from whence alfo he received 
him in a figure. 

20 By faith Ifaac bleffed Jacob and Efau concern- 
ing things to come. 

2x By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, bleffed 
both the fons of Jofeph; and worfhipped, /eaning 
upon the top of his ftaff. ; 

22 By faith Jofeph, when he died, made mention 
of the departing of the children of Ifrael; and gave 
commandment concerning his bones. 

23 By faith Mofes, when he was born, was hid 
three months of his parents, becaufe they faw he was a 
proper child ; and they were not afraid of the king’s 
commandment. 

24 By faith Mofes, when he was come to years, 
refufed to be called the fon of Pharaoh’s daughter ; 

25 Choofing rather to {uffer affliction with the people 
of God, than to enjoy the pleafures of fin for a feafon ; 

26 Efteeming the reproach of Chrift greater riches 
than the treafures in Egypt: for he had refpect unto 
the recompence of the reward. 

27 By faith he forfook Egypt, nor fearing the wrath 
of the king; for he endured, as fecing him who is 
invifible. 

28 Through faith he Kept the paffover, and the 
fprinkling of blood, lett he that deftroyed the firftborn 
fhould touch them. 

29 By faith they paffed through the Red fea as by 
dry /and: which the Egyptians aflaying to do were 
drowned. 

30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after 
they were compaffed about feven days. 

31 By faith the harlot Rahab perifhed not with 
them that believed not, when fhe had received the 
fpies with peace. 

g2 And what fhall I more fay ? for the time would 
fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samfon, 
and of Jephthae; cf David alfo, and Samuel, and of 
the prophets: 

3 Who through faith fubdued kingdoms, wrought 
righteoufnefs, obtained promifes, {topped the mouths 
of lions, 

34 Quenched the violence of fire, efcaped the edge 
of the fword, out of weal.nefs were made ftrong, waxed 
valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 

35 Women received their dead raifed to life again: 
and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; 
that they might obtain a better refurrection : 





19 decounting, &c.] i.e. Reafoning with himfelf. 


37 Were tempted, &c.] Some read emopaSncav, *« they were burnt. 


alive,” which gives a ftronger fenfe. 
Generar Rerrectrons on Chap. XI 


"We learn from hence, that the fincerity of our faith will be beft 


fhews, by depending on the promifes of God in the gofpel, by 
obeying and ferving him faithfully, by living like ftrangers upon 
earth, and panting after our true country which is in heaven. 


HEBREWS. Exhortattons to patience, confiancy, ec. 


36 And others had trial of cruel mockings and 
{courgings, yea, moreover of bondsandimprifonment: 

37 They were ftoned, they were fawn afunder, were 
tempted, were flaia with the fword: they wandcred 
about in fheepfkins and goatfkins; bcing dcltitute, 
affliied, tormented ; 

38 (Of whom the world was not worthy :) they 
wandered in deferts, and 77 mountains, and iz dens 
and caves of the earth. 

And thefe all, having obtained a good report 
through faith, received not the promife : 

40 God having provided fome better thing for us, 
that they without us fhould not be made perfeét, 

CHAP. XIL 
t An exhortation to patience and conftancy enforced. 22 A 
commendation of the New Teftament above the OX!. 

HEREFORE feeing we alfo are compaffed about 

with fo great a cloud of witneffes, Ict us lay 

afide every weight, and the fin which doth fo eafily 

befet ws, and let us run with patience the race that is 
fet before us, 

2 Looking unto Jefus the author and finither of cvr 
faith; who for the joy that was fct before him endured 
the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and is fet down at the 
right hand of the thione of God. 

3g For confider him that endured fuch contradiQion 
of finners againit himfelf, leit ye be wearicd and taint 
in your minds. 

4 Ye have not yet refifted unto blood, firivirg 
againit fin. ; 

5 And ye have forgotten the exhortation which 
fpeaketh unto you as unto children, My fon, defpife 
not thou the chaftening of the Lord, nor faint when 
thou art rebuked of him: 

6 For whom the Lord loveth he chaflencth, and 
fcourgeth every fon whom he receiveth. 

7 It ye endure chaftening, God dealeth with you as 
with fons; for what fon is he whom the father chai> 
teneth not ? 

8 But if ye be without chaflifement, whereof all 
are partakers, then are ye baftards, and not fons. 

9 Furthermore we have had fathers of our flefh 
which corrected ws. and we gave them reverence: hall 
we not much rather be in tubjection unto the Father 
of fpirits, and live? 

10 For they verily for a few days chaftened us after 
their own pleafure; but he for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of his holinefs. 

1i Now nochaftening for the prefent feemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous: neverthelefs afterward it yield- 
eth the peaceable fruit of righteoufnefs unto them 
which are exercifed thereby. 

12 Wherefore lift up the hands which hang down, 
and the feeble knees ; 

13 And make ftraight paths for your feet, left that 
which is lame be turned out of the way; but let it 
rather be healed. 

14 Follow peace with all men, and holinefs, with- 
out which no man Shall fee the Lord: 

15 Looking diligently, left any man fail of the grace 
of God; left any root of bitterne!s fpringing up trouble 
you, and thereby many be defiled ; 

16 Left there de any fornicator, or profane perfon, 
as Efau, who for one morfel of meat fold his birthright. 

17 For ye know how that afterward, when he would 
haveinherited the blefling, he was rejected: for he found 
no place of repeatance, though he fought it carefully 
with tears. , 

18 For ye are not come unto the mount that might 

be 


ATT 





COMMENTARY axp NOTES ox CHAP. NIL SII. 


XI. 2 Endured the croft, defpifizg, &c.] This is, Ike has over- 
come death, and entered into his kingdom of glory. ee 
17 He found no place of erpentance, &e.) No truc repentance: 
which intimates to us, that at the time of judgment, when the blefling 
comes to be inherited, they who have fold their hope: of it for the 

temporary pleafures of fin, fhall not find acceptance. 2 
2g Onr 





Anno 
DOMINE 
G4. 





The privileges of the gofpel. 


ae. be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto black- 


DOML 
64. 





nefs, and darknefs, and rempeit, : 

19 And the found ofa trumpet, and the voice of 
words; which voire they that heard intreated that the 
word fhould not be fpoken to them any more: 

20 (For they could not endure that which was com- 
manded, And if fo much-as a beaft touch the moun- 
tain, it fhall be ftoned, or thruft through with a dart: 

21 And fo terrible was the fight, bat Mofes faid, I 
exceedingly fearand quake :) 

22 But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
‘city of the living God, the heavenly Jerufalem, and to 
an innumerable company of angels, 

23 To the general affembly and church of the firft- 
born, which are written in heaven, and to God the 
Judge ofall, and to the fpirits of juft men made perfect, 

24 And ro Jefus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to theéblood of fprinkling, that fpeakeéth better 
things than that of Abel. 

25 See that ye refufe not him that fpeaketh. For if 
they efcaped not who refufed him that fpake on earth, 
much more feall wot we cfcape, if we turn away from ' 
him that /peake'h from heaven : 

26 Whofe voice then fhook the earth: but now he 
hath promifed, faving, Yet once morc I fhake not the 
earth only, but alfo heaven. / 

27 And this ward, Yet once more, fignifieth the re- 
moving of thofe things thar are fhaken, as of things 
that are made, that thofe things which cannot be fha- 
ken may. remain. ; 

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot 
be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may ferve. 
God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 

29 For our God 7s a confuming fire. 

CHAP. XII. 
1 Divers admonitions to charity, and other godly virtues. 
20 The conclufion.: 
| ee brotherly love centinue. - 
2 Be not forgetful to entertain ftrangers: for 
thereby fome have entertained angels unawares. 
* 3 Remember them thar are in bonds, as bound with: 


them ; avd them wiiich fuffer adverfity, as being your- ; 


felves alfo inthe body. ; 


4 Marriage is hondurable in all, and the bed unde-! 


filed: but whoremongers and adulterersGod will judge. + 
5 Let your converfation Je without covetoufnels ; and 
ée content with fuch things as ye have: for he hath faid, : 
I will never Icave thee, nor forfake thee. , 
6 So that we may boldly fay, The Lord zs my helper, : 
andI will not fear what man fhall do unto me. - 





29 Our God is a confuming fire.] God will be a rigorous judge of! 
thofe who have not accepted nis grace, and a terrible puniflier of thofe 
who fhall have rebelled againft his kingdom. . a oo 
| MOY. ox Les brotherly love continue] | Chriftian and mutual love is 
the fountain and foundation of all moral duties, as well towards our 
neighbour, as to fellow-chriftians. 

8 Chrift the fame yofferday, &c.| Thefe words may be underftood 
either with refpeét tothe perfon, the office, or the doétrine of Chrift. 

10 Wt have an altar, &c.} Asif he had faid, We Chriftians have 
an altar, that is, a facrifice, a pricft offered upon, and fanétified by, 
the altar of the crofs. : 


CHAP. Xiil. 








Divers precepts and exhortations. 


Anno 


who have fpoken unto you the word of God: whofe ee 


faith follow, confidering the end of sbeir converfation : 

8 Jefus Chrift the fame yefterday, and to day, -and 
for ever, 

9 Be not carried about with divers and ftrange doc- 
trines, 
blifhed with grace ; not with meats, which have noc 
profited them that have been occupied therein. 

10 We have an aliar, whereof they have no right to 
eat which ferve the rabernacle. 

11 For the bodies of thofe beafts, whofe blood is 


7 Remember them which have the rule over you, 


camp, bearing his reproach, ; 

14 For hére have we no continuing city, but 
feek one to come. 

15 By him therefore let us offer the facrifice of praife 
to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving 
thanks to his name. 

16 But to do good and to communicate forget not : 
for with fuch facrifices God is well pleafed. 

17: Obey them that have the rule over you, and fub- 
mit yourlelves: for they watch for your fouls, as they 
that muft give account, that they may do it with joy, 
and not with grief: for that 7s unprofitable for 

Poa ae 
: 18 Pray for us: for we truft we havea good conf{ci- 
ence, inal! things willing to live honeftly. 

19 But I befeech you the rather to do this, that I may 
be reftored to you the fooner. 

20 Now the God of peace, that brought again from 
the dead our Lord Jefus, that great thepherd of the 
fheep, through the blood of the everlafting covenant, 

21 Make -you perfect in‘every good work to do his 
will, working in you that which is wellpleafing in his 


we 


fight, through Jefus Chrift ; 
‘and ever. ‘ Amen. 
"+. 22 And-I befeech you, brethren, fuffer the word of 
exhortation : for [ have written a letter unto’ you in 


to whom 4e glory tor ever 


‘few words. |’ » 

* +23 Know ye-that oxr brother Timothy‘is fet at liber- 
ty; with whom, if he come fhortly, I will fee you. 
~-o4 Salute all them that have the rule‘over you, and 
all the faints. They of Jtaly falure you. : 

~ 28: Grace de with youall; Amen. - 
_ ¥ Written to the Hebrews from Italy by. Timothy. 





14 Here webave no continuirg city, &c.} Our condition in this world 
being very uncertain and-unfettled, God has therefore prepared a city 
of reft for unbelievers, which it is ejually their duty and intereft to fe- 
cure, and continually endeavour the attainment of,,in the way of his 
own appointment. ; : ; 

ENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. XII. XITY. 

We are here taught to make a right ufe of the evils we undergo, and'to 
place themto the account of our correction and advancement in holi- 
nefs ; and alfo to remember, by faith in Chrift crucified, to maintain 
the character of Chriftians, by fetting light by this world, and living 
to the glory of God, and the benefit of mankind. ; 


. brought into the fanctuary by the high prieft for fin, 
:are burned without the camp. 
12 Wherefore Jefus alfo, that he might fanctify che 
people with his own blood, fuffered wi:hout the gate. 
- 13 Let us go forth therefore unto him without the - 





The General Epifile of JA M ES. 








THE ARGUMENT. . 
* The defign of this pe to be, to corret# thofe errors, both in doftrine.and pradtice, into which the Fewifh. and . 


other Chriftians had fallen, and to eftablifh the faith, and animate the hope of fuxcere believers, both under ee 
and approaching fufferings 3 by repreferting to them, that Cbhrift was the only one, aud Chriftianity the on Ly) Way, 


through a praétical faith, to fet us finners c 
No. 72.. 


ar with God, fo as to bring ws to himfelf ix glory. 


CHAP. 


10 


For it is a good thing that the heart be cfta~ . 


JAMES. 


Chrift, to the twelve tribes which are {cattered 
abroad, greeting. . 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into 
divers temptations ; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith work- 
eth patience. 

4 But let patience have ber perfect work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

§ lfany of you lack wifdom, let him afk of God, 
that giveth to all mex liberally, and upbraideth not ; 
and it fhall be given him. 

6 But let him afk in faith, nothing wavering. For 
he that wavereth is like a wave of the fea driven with 
the wind and toffed. 

4 For let not that man think that he fhall receive 
any thing of the Lord. 

8 A double minded man ?s unftable in all his ways. 

g Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is 
exalred : 

1o But the rich,, in that heis made low: becaufe as 
the flower of the grafs he fhall pafsaway. 

11 For the fun is no fooner rifen with a burning 
heat, but ic withereth the grafs, and the flower thereof 
falleth, and the grace of the fafhion of it perifheth: fo 
alfo fall the rich man fade away in his ways. 

12 Bleffed 7s the man that endureth temptation: for 
when he is tried, he fhall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promifed to them that love him. 

13 Let no man fay when he is tempted, Iam tempted 
of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither 
tempteth he any man: 

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawnaway 
of his own luft, and enticed. 

ts ‘hen when luft hath conceived, it bringeth forth 
fin: and fin, when it is finifhed, bringeth forth death. 

16 Do noterr, my beloved brethren. 

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above,andcometh down from the Father of lights, with 
whom is no variablenefs, neither fhadow of turning. 

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of 
truth, that we fhould bea kind of firftfruits of his 
creatures. 

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man 
be fwift to hear, flow to fpeak, flow to wrath: 

2o For the wrath of man worketh nor the righte- 
oufnefs of God. 

21 Wherefore lay apart all filthinefs and fuperfluity 
ofnaughtinefs, and receive with meeknefs the engrafted 
word, which is able to fave your fouls. 

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourown felves. 

23 For ifany be a hearer of the word, and nota 
Goer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face 
ina glafs : 

24. For he beholdeth himfelf, and gocth his way, and 
ftraightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. 

2§ But whofo looketh into the perfect law of liberty, 
and continueth Herein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man fhall be bleffed in 


Jone a fervant of God and of the Lord Jefus 


- his deed. 


26 If any man among you feem to be religious, and 
bridleth nor his tongue, bur deceiveth his own heart, 
this man’s religion zs vain. ; 

247 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 


ee 
COMMENTARY anp Nee Sorel ae 
I. 5 Tfany of you lack wifdom, let him afk of God, be. amely, 
fpiritual wifdom, to judge rightly of affliétions, their caufes, defign, 
and iffue. : 
10 But the rich, in that be is madelow, &c.] Let the rich be hum- 


* bled s’ confider themfelves as ina ftate of humiliation. . g 
20 The wrath of manworketh not, &c.] The wrath ef man is fo 


“far from effecting any good, that it is produdtive of all manner of 
ev." . 


CHAP. HI. 
1 It ts not agreeable to the cbriftian profeffion to regard the 
rich, and defpife the poor. 14 Not to boaft of faith alone. 
Y brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, ‘he Lord of glory, with ref{pect of perfons. 

2 For if there come unto your affembly a man with 
a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in alfo 
a poor man in vile raiment :. 

3 And ye have refpect to him that weareth the gay 
clothing, and fay unto him, Sit thou here in a good 
place ; and fay tothe poor, Stand thou there, or fit 
here under my foortftool : . 

4 Are ye not then partial in yourfelves, and are be- 
come judges of evil thoughts ? 

5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God 
chofen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs 


of the kingdom which he hath promifed to them that | 


love him ? 


‘6 Burt ye have defpifed the poor. Do not rich men 


opprefs you, and draw you before the judgment feats ? 


7 Do not they blafpheme that worthy name by the 


which ye are called ? 

8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the {crip- 
ture, Thou fhalr love thy neighbour.as thyfelf, ye do 
well : 

g But if ye have refpect to perfons, ye commit fin, 
and are convinced of the law as tran{greffors. 

10 For whofoever fhall keep the whole law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all. 

t1 For he that faid, Do not commit adultery, faid 
alfo, Do not kill. Now ifthou commit no adultery, 
yet if thou kill, thou art become a tranfgreffor of 
the law. : 


12 So fpeak ye, and fo do, as they that fhall be © 


judged by the law of liberty. 

13 For he thall have judgment without mercy, that 
hath fheweth no mercy ; and mercy rejoiceth againft 
judgment. 

14 What dotbit profit, my brethren, though a man 
fay he hath faith,and have not works? can faith fave him? 

15 Ifa brother or fifter be naked, and deftitute of 
daily food, 

16 And oneof you fay unto them, Depart in peace, 
be ye warmed and filled ; notwithftanding ye give them 
not thofe things which are needful to the body; what 
doth it profit? ‘ 

17 Even fo faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being 
alone. 

18 Yea, a man may fay, Thou haft faith, and I have 
works: fhew me thy faith without thy works, and I 
will fhew thee my faith by my works. 

19 Thoubelieveft that there is one God ; thou, doeft 
well: the devils alfo believe, and tremble. 

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith 
without works is dead? 

a1 Was not Abraham our father juftified by works, 
when he had offered Ifaac his fon upon the altar? 

22 Seeft thou how faith wrought with his works, 
and by works was faith made perfect ? ; 

23 And the fcripture was fulfilled which faith, Abra- 
ham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for 
righteoufnefs: and he was called the Friend of God. 

24 Ye fee then how that by works a man is juftified, 
and not by faith only. . 

25 Likewifealfo was not Rahab the harlot juftified 


by 


23, 24 For if any be a bearer of the word, &c.] Intimating, 
that the preaching of the word leaves but a fight impreffion on moik 
hearers, who are willing to deceive themfelves by a bare hearing of 
divine truths. ; 

I. 14 Can faith fave bim?] st thould be read, Can that faith, 
or, can fuch a faith, fave him ? This queftion amounts to a negative. 
As if the apoftle had _faid, As there can be no gocd works without 
faith ; fo where true faith is, it will be fruitful in good works, froma 
principle of love to God. 

GuurRar 


We muft rejoice under the crofs. Faith without works is dead. 
ome CHAP. I Father is this, To-vific the fatherlefs and widows ih Anno 
DOIN y We nuft rejoice under the crofs. 19 To hear the word, | their affliction, and to keep himfelf unfported trom the POSS! 

and do it, world. 






Anno by works, when fhe had received the meffengers, and 


BOM! 
60. 


Of governing the tongue. 


N 
1 had fent (bem out another way? 


26 For as the body without the fpirit is dead, fo 


faith without works is dead alfo. 


CHAP. HI 
1 The tongue muft be bridied. 13 Tb 


be wentle, mild, aud peaceable, 


Y brethren, be not many mafters, knowing that 

we fhall receive the greater condemnation. 
> For inmany things we offend all. If any man 
offend not in word, the fame zsa perfect man, and able 


alfo to bridle the whole body. 


3 Behold, we put bits in the horfes’ mouths, that they 
may obey us; aad we turn about their whole body. 

4 Behold alfo the fhips, which though shey be fo 
great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they 
tur d about witha very {mall helm, whitherfoever the 


governor lifteth. 


5 Even fo the tongue isa little member, and boafteth 
great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire 


Kindleth ! 


6 And the tongue ?s a fire, a world of iniquity: fo 
is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the 
whole body, and fetteth on fire the courf{e of nature ; 


and it is fet on fire of hell. 


7 For every kind of peafts, and of birds, and of 
ferpents, and of things in the fea, 


been tamed of mankind : 


8 But the tongue can no man tame ; it is an unruly 


evil, full of deadly poifon. 


Therewith blefs we God, even the Father ; and 
therewith curfe we men, which are made after rhe 


fimilitude of God. 


ro Out of the fame mouth proceedeth bleffing and 
curfing. My brethren, thefe things ought not foto be. 
tr Doth a fountain fend forth at the fame place 


fweet water and bitter ? 


12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
either a vine, figs? fo caz no fountain both yield falt 


avater and frefh. 


13 Who js a wife man and endued with knowledge 
among you? let him fhew out of a good converfation 
his works with mecknefs of wifdom. 

14 But if ye have bitter envying and ftrife in your 
hearts, glory not, and lie not againft the truth. 

15 This wifdom defcendeth not from above, but is 


earthly, fenfual, devilifh. 


16 For where envying and ftrife is, there is confu- 


fion and every evil work. 


17 But the wifdom that is from above is firft pure, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, withour partiality, and with- 


out hypocrify. 


18 And the fruit of righteoufnefs is fown in peace 


of them that make peace. 


CHAP. IV. 
x Againft covctoufass, 4 intemperance, 11 detratlion, 
and rafb judgment. 
ROM whence come wars and fightings among you? 
come they not hence, even of your lufts that war in 


your members ? 


2 Ye luft, and have not: ye kill, and defire to have 


GensraLt RerLlectTions on Chap. I. IE. 

The apoltle proves, that God is fo far from being the caufe of fin, 
that he is the author of all good, which he effects by his regenerat- 
ing grace; but that fin proceeds only from the corruption and de- 
pravity of our nature, and eftablifhes the doStrine of a lively, ope- 


ative, and juttifying faith. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. 
It. 1 Be not many mafters, &c.) Inthe originalit is, Many tea- 


chers; in allufion to the falfe apoftles. 


6 It is fot on fire of bell.) ‘The infernal {pirit influences the heart, 


and its wickednefs overflows by the tongue. 


15 Earthly, finfual, devilifo.| "The three grand temptations of 
the world are, avarice, the love of pleafure, and ambition ; the firft 
is earthly, the fecond fenfual, and the third diabolical, being the fin 


by which the apoftate angels fell. 


IV. 4¥e adulterers and adulterefes, Sc.) Yes who with treacherous 
hearts think to love God and the world too, be affured, that no 


2 


ey that are truly wife, 


CHAP. IU. IV. V. The evil tendency of unruly paffons and lufis.. 


and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, Anno. 
becaufe ye afk not. ee su ; oe 
13 Ye afk, and receive not, becaufe ye afk amifss ; 
that ye may confume #¢ upon your luits. , 

_ 4 Ye adulterers and adultereffes, know ye not that 
‘the friendthip of the world is enmity with God? who- 
foever therefore will be a friend of the world is the 
enemy of God. ' 

5 Do ye think that the fcripture faith in vain, The 
fpirit that dwellcth in us lufteth to envy; 

6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he faith, 
God refifteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the 
humble. 

7 Submit yourfelves therefore to God. Refift the 
Shy ian he will flee from you. 

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 
Cleanfe your hands, ye finners; and purif 
ye double minded. ? ot nates 

9 Beafflicted,and mourn, and weep: let your laughter 
be turned to mourning, and your joy to heavineis. ‘ 

10 Humble yourfelves in the fight of the Lord, and 

he fhall lift you up. ’ 
- yy Speak not evil one ofanother, brethren. He that 
f{peaketh evil of bis brother, and judgeth his brother, 
{peaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if 
thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, 
but a judge. ; 

12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to fave and 
to deftroy: who art thou that judgeft another? 

13. Go tonow, ye that fay, To-day or to-morrow 
we will go into fuchacity, and continue there a year, 
and buy and fell, and get gain: 

14. Whereas ye know not what /ball be on the mor- 
row. For whatzs your life? Ir is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a litrle time, and then vanifheth away. 

15 For that ye oxght to fay, If the Lord will, we 
fhall live, and do this, or that. 

16 But now ye rejoice in your boaftings: all fuch 
rejoicing is evil. 

"17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and 
doeth if not, to him itis fin. 
CHAP. V.. 
1 Of wicked rich men. 12 Of fwearing. 1 6 To confefs 
our faults. ‘ 
Cc to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your 
miferies that fhall come upon you. 

2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments 
are motheaten. 

3 Your goldand filver is cankered ; and the ruft of 
them fhall bea witnefs againft you, and fhall eat your 
flefh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treafure together 
for the laft days. 

4. Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, 
crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are 
entered into the ears of the Lord of fabaoth. 

5 Ye have lived in pleafure on the earth, and been 
wanton; ye have nourifhed your hearts, as in a day of: 
flaughter. 

6 Ye have condemned and killed the juft; and he 
doth not refift you. 

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the 
































without envyiig. 


is tamed, and hath 


ee 
earthly object muft fo poffefs our affe€tions, as to clath with our duty 
to him, as the fupreme object of them. 

z Submit yourfelves therefore to God, &c.] Let your thoughts, words, 
and a@tions, be guided by the ftrict rules of his word. 

13 Go to now, ye that fay, To-day, &c.] He reproves the prefump- 
tuous behaviour of thofe who do not fubmit their aCtions to the direction 
and permiffion of Providence. 

Generat REFLECTIONS On Chap. III. IV. 

We are here tanght to regulate our words by the fear of God, and by 
wifdom, to fpeak litte, to avoid Mander and calumny, and abftain 
from all difcourfes contrary to love and humility 3 and we are ex- 
horted, in all our undertakings, to reflect on the vanity of life, and 
depend upon the providence of God. : 

COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. V. 

2 -Your riches are corrupted, &c.] You have ‘rather chofen to let 
thofe goods you had laid up be corrupted and fpoiled, than to ufe 
them to any good and liberal purpofes. 

16 Confy/s 
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to vigilance and holinefs. 


| “An exhortation — I. 
A 
14 Isany fick amongyou ? Iet him call for the elders Anno 

ofthe church; and let them pray over him, anointing BN 

De 


Anno 


the Lord. Behold, the hufbandman waireth for the 


POMINT yrecious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 


60. 


s % 


ir until he receive the early and latter rain. 
 & Beye alfo patient; ftablifh your hearts: for the 
coming of the Lord draweth nigh. . 

_ 9 Grudge not one againft another, brethren, left ye 
be condemned: behold, the judge ftandeth before the 
door. 
10° Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have 
fpoken in the name of the Lord, foranexample of fuf- 
fering affliction, and of patience. . 

tr Behold, we count them happy which endure. 
Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have feen 
the end of the Lord ; that the Lord is very pitiful, and 


of tender mercy. 
12 But above all things; my brethren, fwear not, 


neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any - 


other oath: bur let your yea be yea; and your nay, 
nay ; left ye fall into condemnation. 
13 Isany among you afflicted? let him pray. Is 
. any merry? Ict him fing pfalms. 





“316 Confess your faults one to another, &c.] ‘This confcflion is 
snmutual, and fhould be always praétifed at the private meetings of 
*“ferious humble Chriftians ; but affords no pleas in favour of the auri- 

cular confeftion of the church of Rome, which one thoufand two 

hundred years after St. James’s time, was firft inftituted, under pope 


Tnnocent ILI. 
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-and the earth 


him with oil in the name of the Lord: 

15 And the prayer of faith fhall fave the fick, and 
the Lord fhall raife him up ; and if he have committed 
fins, they fall be forgiven him. 

16 Contefs your faults one to another, and pray one 


-for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fer. 


vent praycr of a righteous manavaileth much. 
17 Elias was a man fubjectzo like paffions as we 


‘are, and he prayed earneftly that it might not rain: 


and it rained not on the earth by the fpace of three 
years and fix months. 

18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, 
rourht forth her fruit. 

19 Brethren, ifany of you do err from the truth, 
andone convert him; 

20 Let him know, that he which converteth the fin- 
ner from the error of his way fhall fave a foul from 


‘death, and fhall hide a multitude of fins. 


General Rercectiows on Chap. V. 

We are here exhorted to wait with patience for the coming of the 
Lord, not to complain too bitterly again't thofe who do us evils 
to,avoid fvearing, and every thing that denotes impatience ; the 
caeey of prayer is ailo here enforced, and the fruits of brotherly 
love. 
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_ The Firft Epiftle General of PETER. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 


The defign of this epifile is, to induce the Chriftian converts, in various parts of the world, to maintain a converfation in 
allrefpetts worthy uf the gofpels and to fiupport them, by tie nobleft motives, under the perfecutions and Stery trials 
they had alredy endured, or were likely to endure, for the faith.’ 


1 CHAP. I. . er 
1 He bleffeth God for his fpiritual graces. 10 Salvation 
in Chrifi. 13 An exhortation to godtinefs. 


Anno * ETER, an apoitle of Jefus Chrift, to the ftrangers 
sous PD {cattered throughout Pontus,. Galatia, Cappa-, 
ee - docia, Afia, and Bithynia, : 


2 Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 
Father, through fanctification of the Spirit; unto obe- 
dience and fprinkling of the blood of ‘Jefus Chrift:. 

#race untg you, and peace, be multiplied. 73 

3 Bleffed de the God and Father of our Lord Jefus. 

Chrift, which according to his abundant mercy hath 


' begotten us again unto a lively hope by the refurrec- 


tion of Jefus Chrift from the dead, 
.4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away, referved in heaven for you, 
$ Whoare kept by the power of God through faith 
unto falvation ready to be revealed in the laft time. 
_6 Whercin ye greatly rejoice, though now for a fea-. 


fon, ifneed be, ye are in heavinefs through manifold ° 
‘TE holy in all manner of converfation ; 


temptations : 


“7° That the trial of your faith, being much more. 


precious than of gold that perifheth, though it be tried 


with fire, might be found unto praife and honour an 


glory at the appearing of Jefus Chrift : 

8 Whcm having nor feen, ye love; in whom, 
though now ye fee sim not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unfpeakable and full ef glory : 


GOMMEN TARY snp NOTES on CHAP. I. 

2 Eledi—shrough fanGification, &c.} Hereby it is evident, that 
fanstification is the fruit of our cle&ion, and obedience the end of our 
fanétification, : 

bey + 





_9 Receiving the end of your faith, even the falvation 
of your fouls. 
10 Of which falvation the prophets have enquired 
and fearched diligently, who prophefied of the grace 

that foould comeunto you : : 
11 Searching what, or what manner of time the Spi- 


 ritof Chrift which was in them did fignify, when irc 


teftified beforehand the fufferings of Chrift, and the 
glory that fhould follow. 
12 Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto them- 


. felves, but unto us they did minifter the things, which 


are now reported unto you by them that have preached: 


' the gofpel unto you with the Holy Ghoft fent dowa 
. from heaven; which things theangels defireto lookinto. 


13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be 
fober, and hope to the end for the grace that isto be. 


q broughr unto you atthe revelation of Jefus Chrift ;° 


14 As obedient children, nor fafhioning yourfelves 


‘| according to the former.lufts in your ignorance: 


15 Butas he which hath called you‘is holy, fo be ye 


16 Becaufeit is written, Be ye holy; for Iam holy.- 
17 And if ye call on the Father,-who without refpe@ 


‘ of perfons judgeth.according to every man’s work, pafs 


the time of yout fojourning ere in fear: 

18 Forafmuchas ye know that ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as filver and gold, from your 
vainconverfation received by traditionfrom your fathers; 

19 But 


10 Who prophefied of the grace, &¢.] ‘ Who foretold the revelation 
of the gofpel.. . . 


25 Ye 


Anno 


- DOMINE 


60. 


CH A-P. If Tit. 





Chrift the chief corner—fone. The duty of wives and hufbands:. 





Anno 1g But with the precious blood of Chrift, as of a 


20 Who verily was foreordained before the founda- 
tion of the world, but was manifeft in thefe laft cimes 
for you, 

21 Who by him do believe in God, that raifed him 
up from the dead, and gave him glory ; that your faith 
and hope might be in God. 


22 Seeing ye have purified your fouls in obeying, 


the trnth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of 
the brethren, fee that ye love one another with a pure 
heart fervently : 

23 Being born again, not of corruptible feed, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth 
and abideth for ever. 

24 For all flefh zs as grafs, and all the glory of man 
as the flower of grafs. The grafs withereth, and the 
flower thereof falleth away : 

2g But the word of the Lord endureth for ever. 
And this is the word which by the gofpel is preached 
unto you, 

CHAP. II. 
1 The apofle exhorteth them to lay afide all uncharit able- 
nels. 33 Obedience to magifirates. 18 Servanis duties. 
HIEREFORE laying afide .all malice, and all 
guile, and hypocrifies, and envies, and all evil 
{peakings, 

2 As newborn babes, defire the fincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby : 

3 If fo be ye have tafted that the Lord 7s gracious. 

4 To whom coming, as unto a living ftone, difal- 
lowed indced of men, but chofen of God, and precious, 

5 Ye alfo, as lively ftones, are built up a fpiritual 
houfe, an holy priefthood, to offer up fpiritual facri- 
fices, acceptable to God by Jefus Chrift. 

6 Wherefore alfo it is contained in the {cripture, Be- 
hold, I lay in Siona chief corner ftone, elect, precious : 
and he that believeth on him fhall not be confounded. 

7 Unto you therefore which believe fe is precious: 
but unto them which be difobedient, the ficne which 
the builders difallowed, the fame is made the head of 
the corner, 

8 And a ftone of ftumbling, and a rock of offence, 
even to them which ftumble at the word, being difobe- 
dient: whereunto alfo they were appointed. 

g But ye area chofen generation, a royal priefthood, 
an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye fhould fhew 


forth the praifes of him who hath called you out of 


darknefs into his marvellous light: 

10 Which in time paft were not a people, but are 
now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, 
but now have obtained mercy. 

11 Dearly beloved, I befeech you as ftrangers and 
pilgrims, abftain from fefhly lufts, which war againft 
the foul; ; 

12 Having your converfation honeft among the 
Gentiles : that, whereas they fpeak againft you asevil- 
doers, they may by your good works, which they fhall 
behold, glorify God in the day of vifitation. 

13 Submit yourfelves to every ordinance of man for 
the Lord’s fake: whether it be to theking, as fupreme; 

14 Or unto governors, as unto them that are fent 


by him for the punifhment of evildoers, and for the ° 


praife of them that do well. 

15 For fo is the will of God, that with well doing ye 
may put to filence the ignorance of foolifh men: 

16 As free, and not ufing your liberty fora cloke of 
malicioufnefs, but as the fervants of God. 


17 Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. 


Fear 
. God. - Honour the King. ; 


ae ee ern oe et 
25 The word of the Lord endureth fer ever, &c.| The word of Gad, 

or mind of Chrift, is everlaiting truth, both in its nature and effets, 

upon the regenerate, to fuch it will be fulfilling for ever in heaven. 
GenerAt REFLECTIoNs on Chap. I. 

St. Peter here excites Chriitians to lead a pure and holy ‘life, on a 
review of the accomplifhments of thefe premifes which the pro- 
phets had made concerning the coming of the Meffiah, and the 
redemption of mankind. 


No, 73- 


ward. 

19 For this zs thankworthy, if a man for confcience 
toward God endure grief, fuffering wrongfully. 

20 For what glory is if, if, when ye be buffeted for 
your faults, ye fhall take it patientky? butif, when ye 
do well, and fuffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is ac- 
ceptable with God. 

21 For even hereunto were ye called : becaufe Chrift 
alfo fu fered for us, leaving usan example, that yefhould 
follow his ftcps: 

+22 Who did no fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth: 

23 Who when he was reviled, reviled not again 5 
when he fuffered, he threatened not; but committed 
Aimfelf to him that judg¢th righteoully : 

24 Who his own {elf bare our fins in his own body 
on the tree, that we, being dead to fins, fhould live unto 
righteoufnefs : by whofe ftripes ye were healed. 

25 or ye were as fheep going aftray; but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bifhop of your fouls. 
CHAP. It. 

1 The duty of wives and hifbands 5 8 Unity exhorted, and 
to return good for evil: 14 Suffer perfecution, 19 Chrifi?s 
benefit to the old world. 

IKEWISE, ye wives, ée in fubjection to your own 
1, hufbands; that, if any obey not the word. they 
alfo may without the word be won by the converfation 
of the wives ; 

2 While they behold your chafte converfation coz- 
pled with. fear. 

3 Whofe adorning let it not be that outward adorn- 
ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing.of goid, or 
putiing on of apparel ; 

4 But Jet if be the hidden man of the heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek 
and quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of God of great 

rice. 

‘ 5 For after this manner in the old time the holy wo- 

men alfo, wha trufied in God, adorned themfelves, 

being in fubjection unto their own hufbands: 

6 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord : 
whofe daughters ye arc, aslong as ye do well, and are 
not afraid with any amazement. 

7 Likewife, ye hufbands, dwell with fem according 
to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife, as unto 
the weaker veffel, and as being heirs together of the 
grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered. 

8 Finally, de ye all.of one mind, having compaffion 
one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, 2e cour- 
teous 

9 Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing : 
butcontrariwife blefling ; knowing that yearethereunto 
called, that ye fhould inherit a blefling. 

1o For he that will love life and fee good days, let 
him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they 
{peak no guile: 

11 Let him efchew evil, and do good; let him feek 
peace, and enfue it. , 

12 For the eyes of the Loro are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of 
the Lord zs againft them that do evil. : 

13 And who is be that will harm you, if ye be fol- 
lowers of that which is good? 

14 But and ifye fuffer for righteonfnefs’ fake, happy 
are ye: and be not afraid of thcir terror, neither be 
troubled ; 

15 But fanétify the Lord God in your hearts: 
and be ready always to give an an{wer to every ee 

that 


ee re PS 

COMMENTARY ano NOTES on GHAP. IL. II. 

Il. 2 4s new-born babes, &c.] This expreffion emphatically de- 
notes thofe who are newly converted. Soe te bie gt 

11 Flejbly lifts, which war again? the foul.) By making it void of 
underitanding, void of all true fenfe of fpiritual matters, and void 
of all hope towards God. ; 

Til. 2 Coupled with fear.| With a fear of God, and a dus reverence 
to your hufbands. i 

io K 19 By 


cm 18 Servants, be firbject to your matters, with all fear; pEne 
DOMINI), mb without blemifh and without fpot. not only to the good and gentle, but alfo to the fro-! Go. 





The 


Anno 
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apoftle exhorteth to ceafe from fin. 


that afketh you a reafon of the hope that is in you 
with meeknefs and fear: 

16 Having a gond confcience; that whereas they 
{peak evilof you, as of evildoers, they may be afhamed 
that falfely accufe your good converfation in Chrift. 

17 For if is better, if the will of God be fo, that ye 
fuffer for well doing, than for evil cling. 

18 For Chrift alfo hath once fuffered for fins, the 
juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us to God, be- 
ing put to deathin the flefh, but quickened by the Spirit: 

to Ry which alfo he went and preached unto the 
fpirits in prifon ; 

20 Which fometimes were difobedient, when once 
the longfuffering of God waited in the days of Noah, 
while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that is, 
eight fouls were faved by water. 

21 The like figure whereunto even baptifm doth alfo 
now fave us (not the putting away of the filth of the 
flefh, but the anfweér of a good confcience toward God,) 
by the refurrection of Jetus Chrift: 

22 Who is gone into heaven, and is on the right 
hand of God; angels and authorities and powers being 
made fubject unto him. 

CHAP. IV. 
1 The apofile exhorteth to ceafe from fin. 12 Sundry motives 
of comfort under perfecution. 
ORASMUCH then as Chrift hath fuffered for us 
in the fiefh, arm yourfelves likewife with the fame 
mind: forhe that hath fuffered in the flefh hath ceafed 
from fin ; 

2 That he no longer fhould live the reft of bis time 
in the fieth to the lufts of men, but to the will of God. 

3 For the time pait of our life may fuflice us to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we walked in 
lafcivioufneds, lufts, excefs of wine, revellings, banquet- 
ings, anc abominable idofatries : 

4 Wherein they think it ftrange that ye run not 
with tem to the fame excefs of riot, {peaking evil of yor: 

5 Who fhall give account to him that is ready to 
judge the quick and the dead. 

6 And for this caufe was the gofpel preached alfo to 
them that aredead, thatthey might be judged according 
to men in the flefh, but live according to God in the 
{pirit. 

7 But the end of all things is at hand: be ye there- 
fore fober, and watch unto prayer. 

8 And above all things have fervent charity among 


yourfelves: for charity fhall cover the multitude of fins. 


9 Ufe hofpitality one to another without grudging. 

to As every man hath received the gift, even fo mini- 
{ter the {ame onc to another, as good ftewards of the 
manifold grace of God. 

11 If any fpeak, /et him fpeak as the oracles of God; 
if any man minifter, /et him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth: that God in all things may be glorified 
through Jefus Chrift; to whom be praifeand dominion 
fur ever and ever. Amen. 

_! 2 Beloved, think it not firange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though fome ftrange thing 
happened unto you: 


PT entre punenentuaemnsive au guneepovenemmnenee= 


weld By which alfa be went and preached unto the fpirits in prifon.} 
The ce meaning of this very difficult text is, that Chrift, by his 
own {fpirit, infpiring the fpirits of Noah and his family, who were 
preferved in the ark, preached to the difobedient world before the 
flood. This is the moft patural fenfe, as the word here rendered 
* prifon” fignifies alfo a place of fafe cuftody, a place of prefervation. 
Geweret Reevrections on Chap. IT. Ill. 
We learn frem hence, that the charaéter of thofe who are truly chil- 
dren of God, is innocence, meeknefs, fimplicity, fincerity, and 
2 real averfion to wickednefs and hypocrify, with'a continual defire 
of advancing in the favour of our Lord Jefus Chrift, who fuffered 
and rofe again, to redeem men from the flavery of fin, and the pu- 
nifhment due to it. 
COMMENTARY axn NOTES on CHAP. IV. V. 
IV. 6 Them that are dead, &c.| By the dead we may underftand 
the unconverted, both Jews and Gentiles; that are dead in trefpaffes 
and fins, to whom the gofpel was preached when they were thus {piri- 
tually dead and buried in fenfuality, that they might mortify and 
fubdue thofe fenfual defires and carnal appetites, which they in ulged 
while they lived as natural men, without the knowledge of God, and 
the affiftance of his holy Spirit, . 


I. PEPER, 
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The duty of elders in feeding the flock. 


13 But rejoice, inafmuchas ve are partakersof Chrift?s_ Anno 


fufferings ; that, when his glory ‘hall be rey caled, ye 
may be glad alfo with exceeding joy. 

14 It ye be rcproached for the name of Chrift, happy 
are ye 3 for the fpirit of glory and of God refteth upon 
you: on their part he is cvil fpoken of, but on your 
part he is glorified. 

15 But let none of you fuffer as a murderer, or asa 
thicf, or zs an evildoer, or asa bufy body in other men’s 
matters. 

16 Yet if any man fuffer as a Chriftian, let him not 
be afhamed ; but let him glorify God on this behalf. 

17 For the time zs come that judgment muft begin at 
the houfe of God: and if ¢¢ firft begin at us, what fhall 
the end bc of them that obey not the gofpel of Gad ? 

18 And if the righteous fearcely be faved, where fhall 
the ungodly and the finner appear? 

19 Wherefore let them that fuffer according to the 
will of God commit the keeping of their fouls ¢o Aim in 
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator. 

CHAP V. : 
1 The elders exhorted to teach, géhe younger to obey, 8 te 
be watchyul, and fledfaft inthe faith, grefijting the devil. 

AE elders which are among you, | exhort, who 

am alfo an elder, and a witnefs of the fufferings 
of Chrift, and alfo a partaker of the glory that fhall be 
revealed : 

2 eed the flock of God which is among you, taking 
the overfight thereof not by conftraint, but willingly ; 
not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind 5 

3 Neither as being lords over God’s heritage, but 
being enfamples to the flock. 

4 And when the chief Shepherd fhall appear, ye 
fhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 

5 Likewile, ye younger, fubmit yourfelves unto the 
elder. Yea, all of you be fubjeét one to another, and be 
clothed with humility: for God reiifteth the proud, and 
giveth grace to the humble. , 

6 Humble yourfelves therefore under the mighty 
hand of God, that he may exalt you in cue time: 

7 Caftingall yourcare upon him; forhecareth foryou. 

8 Be fober, be vigilant; becaufe your adverfary the 
devil, as a roaring-lion, walketh about, feeking whom 
he may devour : 

9 Whom refift ftedfaft in the faith, knowing that the 
fame afflictions are accomplifhed in your brethren that 
are in the world. 

to But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto 
his ecernai glory by Chrilt Jefus, after that ye have fuf- 
fered a while, make you perfect, ttablifh, {trengthen, 
fettle you. 

11 To him de glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

12 By Silvanus, a faithful brother unto you, as I fup- 
pofe, I have written briefly, exhorting, and teftifying 
that this is the true grace of God wherein ye fland. 

13 The church that is at Babylon, elected together 
with you, faluteth you; and fo doth Marcus my ion. 

14 Greet ye one another with a kifs of charity. Peace 
de with you all that are in Chrift Jefus. Amen, 





18 Uf the righteous fearcely be faved, &c.] If the watchful Chrif 
tian does with much difficulty cfcape the fnares and temptations of 
the world, where fhall the wicked and unbeliever appear, who prac- 
tices and takes pleafure in evil, and is plunged in fin. 

V. 6 Under the mighty hand of God, &c.] By the « hand of God,” 
we are to underftand his judgments, his almighty power, which it is 
our duty to fubmit to in the day of our affliction. 

10 The God of all grace, who hath called us unto bis eternal glory, 
&c.] Who hath called us to the hope and_ enjoyment of his eternal 
glory in Chrift Jefus, may he grant you his perpetual prefence, and 
enlivening favour. . 

12 True grace, &c.|] The pure and wholefome dottrine of the gofpel. 

13 The church that is at Babylon, &c.] Commentators suppofe 
that this church confifted of fome of thofe Jews which remained in 
the neighbourhood of Babylon of Chaldea ever fince the captivity- 

Genenart Rerrectrons on Chap. IV. Vy 
Chriftians are hereby encouraged to endure patiently and chearfully 
the evils which the profeffion of the gofpel brings upon them ; 
and are exhorted, by a wholefome fear, and true piety, to live wor- 


thy of their calling, and‘of the glory referved for them in heaven. 
ap . ae COMMENTARY 


DOMINi 


oe. 








The Second Epiftle General of PETER. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


The defign of this epifile is to confirm the doétrines and inftructions delivered in the former, to excite the Chrijiian 
converts to adorn and ftedfajtly adhere to their holy religion, as a religion proceeding from God, notawith/tanding the 











artifices of falfe teachers, or perfecutions of their enemies. St. Peter’s fiyle expreffes the noble vehemence and fervor 
of bis fpirit, the full knowledge he had of Chriftianity, and the firong affurance be had of the truth and certainty 
of his doétrine. 
rc == > 
CHAP. I. 19 We have alfo a more fure word of prophecy 3 Anno 
Anno 1 Confirming them in hope, 5 exhorts them to make their whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light ee 
DOMINI i 


calling and election fure, 16 and to conftancy. 
pee IMON Peter, a fervant and an apoftle of Jefus 
6 Chrift, to them that have obtained like precious 
faith with us through the rightcoufnels of God 
and our Saviour Jefus Chrift : 

2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through 
the knowledge of God, and of Jefus our Lord, 

3 According as his divine power hath given unto us 
all things chat pertain unto life and godlinets, through the 
knowledgeof him that hath called usto glory and virtue: 

4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and 
precious promifes : that by thefe ye might be partakers 
of the divine nature, having efcaped the corruption 
that is in the world through !uft. 

5 And befide this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 

6 And to knowledge temperance ; and to temper- 
ance patience; and to patience godlinefs ; 

7 And to godlinefs brotherly kindnefs ; and to bro- 
therly kindnefs charity. 

8 For if thefe things be in you, and abound, they 
make you that ye foall neither be barren nor unfruittul 
in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chritt. 

9 But he that lacketh thefe things is blind, and can- 
not fee afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged 
from his old fins. : 

10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to 
make your calling and election fure: for if ye do thefe 
things, ye fhall never fall : 

1 For fo an entrance fhall be miniftered unto you 
abundantly into the everlafting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift. 

12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you 
always in remembrance of thefe things, though ye 
know them, and be eftabliflicd in the prefent truth. 

13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this ta- 
bernacle, to ftir you up by putting you in remembrance; 

14 Knowing that fhortly I mutt put off his my taber- 
nacle, even as our Lord Jefus Chrift hath fhewed me. 

15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may beable after 
my deceafe to have thefe things always in remembrance. 

16 For we have not followed cunningly devifed fa- 
bles, when we made known unto you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jefus Chrift, but were eyewitnefles 
of his majefty. 

17 For he received from God the Father honour and 
glory, when there came {uch a voice to him from the 
excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleafed. 

18 And this voice which came from heaven we heard, 
when we were with him in the holy mount. 


COMMENTARY axv NOTES on CHAP. I 
According as bis divine powsr hath given unto us, &c.] Intimating, 
that God had already given them all things which conduced to make 
them holy in this life, and happy in the next through the knowledge 
of Chrilft. 

10 Gree diligence to make your calling and elcBion fure, &c.] See 
that, in the diligent exercife of the above-mentioned graces, you make 
your calling and election, which are fure in them{elves, fure to you, in 
the comfortable feeling and apprehenfion of it. - 

14 As our Lord Fefus Chrift hath foewed me.) See Fohu xxi. 18,19. 

20 No prophecy of the feripture 1s Of any private interpretation.| No 
prophecy of the feripture is to be expounded as {peaking only of thofe 

z 


that fhineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and 
the day flar arife in your hearts: 

20 Knowing this firft, that no prophecy of the {erp- 
ture is of any private interpretation. | 

21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will 
of man but holy men of God fpake as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghoft. 

CHAP. IL. 

1 He foretelleth them of falfe teachers. 10 The wicked prin- 
ciples and manners of thefe feducers defcribed. 
Bu there were falfe prophets alfo among the peo- 

ple, even as there fhall be falfe teachers among 
you, who privily fhall bring in damnable herefies, even 
denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
themfelves {wift deftruction. 

2 And many fhall follow their pernicious ways; by 
reafon of whom the way of truth fhall be evil fpoken of. 

3 And through covetoufnefs fhall they with feigned 
words make merchandife of you: whofe judgment now 
of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation Jum- 
bereth not. 

4 For if God {pared not the angels that finned, but 
caii them down to hell, and delivered them into chains 
of daiknefs, to be referved unto judgment ; 

5 And {pared not the old world, but faved Noah 
the eighth per/on, a preacher of righteoufne(s, bringing 
in the food upon the world of the ungodly ; ; 

6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha 


into afhes condemned them with an overthrow, making 


them an enfample unto thofe that after fhould live un- 
godly ; 

7 And delivered juft Lot, vexed with the filthy con- 
verfation of the wicked: 

8 (For that righteous man dwelling among them, in 
feeing and hearing, vexed 4is righteous foul from day 
to day with ¢deir unlawful deeds ;) 

g The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out 
of temptations, and to referve the unjuft unto the day 
of judgment to be punifhed: 

10 But chiefly them that walk after the flefh in the 
luft ‘of uncleannefs, and defpife government. Pre- 
fumptuous are they, felfwilled, they are not afraid to 
{peak evil of dignities. 

11 Whereas angels, which are greater in power and 
might, bring not railing accufation againft them be- 
fore the Lord. 

12 But thefe, as natural brute beafis, made to be 
taken and deftroyed, {peak évil of the things that they 
underftand not ; and fhall utterly perifh in their own 
corruption : 

13 And 


a SY 
perfons originally intended, but of all others to the end of the world. 
Generar Rerrsectrions on Chap. I 
St. Peter here proves the truth and divinity of the Chriftian doftrine, 
by the teftimony which he and his companions had rendered of that 
which happened to our Lord when he was transfigured, and by the 
prophecies of the Old Teftament. 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. IL. 
Shunbereth not.] A mok beautiful figure, reprefenting the ven- 
geance that fhall deitroy them, as an angel of judgment purfuing them 
upon the wing, continually approaching nearer and nearer, and keeps 
ing a watchful eye upon them, that he may at length difcharge an ‘une 
erring blow. 
11 Having 


. The 


Anno 
DOMINI 


* 


mifchief_of a relapfe into fin. 

13 And ihall receive the reward of unrighteoufefs, 
as they that count it pleafure to riot in the day time. 
Spots they are and blemifhes, {porting themfelves with 
their own deceivings while they feaft with you; 

14 Having eyes full of adultery. and that cannot 
ceafe from fin; beguiling unflable fouls: an heart they 
have exercifed with covetous practices; curfed children: 

15 Which have forfaken the right way, and are gone 
aftray, following the way of Balaam the fon of Bofor, 
who loved the wages of unrighteoufnefs ; 

16 But was rebuked for his iniquity: the dumb afs 
{peaking with man’s voice forbad the madnefs of the 
prophet. 

17 Thefe are wells without water, clouds that are 
carried with a tempeft: to whom the mift of darknefs 
is referved for ever. : 

18 For when they fpeak great {welling words of va- 
nity, they allure through the Iufts of the fleth, through 
much wantonnefs, thofe that were clean efcaped from 
them who live in error. 

19 While they promife them liberty, they themfelves 
are the fervants of corruption: for of whom a man is 
overcome, of the tame is he brought in bondage. 

20 For if after they have efcaped the pollutions of 
the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Sa- 
viour Jefus Chrift, they are again cntangled therein, 
‘and overcome, the latter end is worfe with them than 
the beginning. 

21 For it had been better for them not to haveknown 
the way of righteoufnefs, than, aftcr they have known 
7#f, to turn from the holy commandment delivered un- 
to them. 

22 But it is happened unto them according to the 


true proverb, The dog zs turned to his own vomit | 


again ; and che fow that was wathcd to her wallowing 


in the mire. 
CHAP. Hf. 
1 Chrif’s coming to judgment. 19 He defcribeth the day of 
the Lord. 11 An exhcrtation to godlinefs. 
HIS fecond epiftle, beloved, I now write unto 
you; in doth which I ftir your pure minds ‘by 
way of remembrance : 

2 That ye may be mindful of the words which were 
{poken before by the holy prophets, and of the com- 
mandment of us the apoftles of the Lord and Saviour: 

Knowing this firft, that there fhall come in the 
laft days {coflers, walking after their own lufts, 

4 And faying, Where is the promife of his coming? 





1x Having eyes full of adultery, &c.] There is a prodigious ftrength 
in the Greek ; it properly fignifies their having an adulterefs continu- 
ally before their eyes. 
Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap. II. 

This chapter fhews us that God has in all ages difplayed the marks of 
his juftice :;as it appeays more particularly by the punifhment of the 
rebellious angels, by the flood, and by the deftruétion of Sodom 
and Gomorrha. 


COMMENTARY ano NOTES on CHAP.IIIL. 

5 Thi: they avillingly are ignorant of, that by the word, &c.| Thefe 
{coffers are willingly ignorant of what a change God made in the world 
Since the firft creation of it; and that he can as eafily deftroy it, as he 
did at firft create ic. 

10 In the which the kzawens fhall pafs away, &c.] The conflagra- 
tion of this lower world, and future judgment of angels and men, 
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for fince the fathers fell afleep, all thinys continue as 
they were {rom the beginning of the creation. 

5 For this they willingly arc ignorant of, that by the 
word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
ftanding out of the water and in the water: 

6 Whercby the world that then waa, being overflow- 
ed with water, perifhed : 

7 But the heavens and the earth, which are now, 
by the fame word are kept in ftore, referved unto fire 
againft the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men. 

8 But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, 
that one day és with the Lord as a thoufand years, and 
a thoufand years as one day. 

g The Lord is not flack concerning his promife, as 
fome men count flacknefs; but is longfuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any fhould perifh, but that all 
fhould come to repentance. 

1o But the day of the Lard will come asa thief in 
the night; in the which the heavens fhall pafs away 
with a great noife, and the elements fla}! meli with 
fervent heat, the carth alfo aud the works that are 
therein fhall be burned un. 

11 Sveing then tha? all chefs things fhall be difolved, 
what manner of ferfors Gught ye to be inal! holy con- 
verfation and godlincis, 

12 Leoking for and haftins unto the coming of the 
day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire thaii be 
diffolved, and the elements {hall melt with fervent heat? 

13 Neverthelets we, eccordinz to his promife, lo vk 
for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwel cth 
righteoufnefs. , 

14 Wherefore, beloved, fecing that ye look for fuch 
things, be diligcit that ye may be foundof him in peace, 
without fpot, and blamelels. 

15 And account teat the longfuffcring of our Lord és 
falvation; even as our beloved brother Paul alfa 1ccord- 
ing to the wifdom given unto him hath written unto you; 

16 As alfoin all 475 epiftles, {peaking in them of thele 
things; in which arc tome things hard to be underftond, 
which they that are unlearned and unitable wrett, as ¢Acy 
do alfo the other fcriptures, unto their own deftruction. 

17 Ye therefore, beloved. fecing ye know thefe things 
before, beware leit ye alfo, being led away with the 
error of the wicked, fall from your own ftedfafnefs. 

18 But grow in grace, and 77 the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift. To him de glory both 
now and for ever. Amen. 





are here defcribed in fuch ftrong and terrible terms, that no devout and 
judicious perfon can view the tremendous fcene without folemn atten- 
tion and awful concern ! 4 

11 Seeing then, &c.] If the whole frame of heaven and earth fhall 
be fo wonderfully changed, and a new world made, how great a degree 
of purity fhould they labour to attain to, who expeét to live in this 
new world. © 


GeneraLt ReFrieererions on Chap. FL. 

The defcription here given of the utter deftruction of the world hy 
fire, thews us what will be the majeity and terror of the lat appeur- 
ance of the Son of God, and fhould flir us up to prefs after the 
higheft degrees of fanstification, that we may have an abundant en- 
trance adminiftered unto us inty that kingdom wherein dwelleth 
righteoufnefs. 
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The Firft Epiftle General of St. JOHN. 
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: . ' THE ARGUMENT. 


The apoftle's leading defign in this epifile, is, to demonftrate that nothing is more effential to a true Chriftian, than the love 
and prattice of univerfal boline/s ; and that let men pretend to what knowledge and faith they pleafe, wickedneft is a 
plain mark and charaéteriftic of the children of the devil: he alfo endeavours to focth and refine the minds of the church 
zn general into that amiable and loving difpofition, for which he himfelf was fo eminent, and to arm them againfi the fnares 
and efforts of antichrifi, the grand apoftate and feducer of the Chriftian church, and of al! who were endued with bis Spirit, 
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CHAP. 


The duty of the Lord defencded, 


Anra 


DONMIN?Y 


66. 


Chrift is our advocate. 


After 
Anno 
DOMINI 


go. 


CHAP. 1. 
1 Chrift’s perfon defcribed, in whom is eternal life. 5 An 
exhortation to bolinefs of life. 
HAT which was from the beginning, which 
i we have heard, which we have feen with our 
eyes, which we have looked upon, and our 
hands have handled, of. the Word of life; 

2 (For the life was manifefted, and we have feen it, 
and bear witnefs, and fhew unto you that eternal life, 
which was with the Father, and was manifefted unto us;) 

3 That which we have feen and heard declare we 
unto you, that ye alfo may have fellowfhip with us: and 
truly our fellowfhip #s with the Father, and with his Son 
Jjefus Chrift. 

4 And thefe things write we unto you, that our joy 
may be full. 

5 This then is the meffage which we have heard of 
him, and declare unto ye, that God i is light, and in 
him is no darknefs at all. 

6 If we fey that we have fellowfhip with him, and 
walk in darknefs, we ijic, aud do not the truth: 

7 But if we walkin the light, as he isin the light, we 
have fellowfhip one with another, and the blood of Jefus 
Carift his Son cleanfeth us from all fin. 

8 If we fay that we have no fin, we deceive our- 
ae and the truth is not in us. 

9 if we confefs our fins, he is faithful and juft to 
forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all unrigh- 
teoufnefs. 

10 If we fay that we have not finned, we make him 
a liar, and his word is not in us. 

CHAP. II. 
a Chrift is our advocate. 3 To know Ged is to keep his 
commandments: 7 5 love one another. 
Y little children, thefe things write I unto you, 
that ye fin not. And if any man fin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, JefusChrift the righteous: 

2 And he is the propitiation for our fins: and nat 
for our’s only, but alfo for the_ fins of the whole world. 

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we 
keep his commandments. 

4 We that faith, I know him, and keepeth not his 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth i is not in him. 

s But whofo keepeth his word, in him verily is the 
love of God perfeéted : hereby know we that we arc in 
him. 

6 He that faith he abideth in him ought himfelf alfo 
to walk, even as he walked. 

7 Brethren, I write nonew commandment unto you, 
but an old commandment which ye had from the be- 
ginning. The old commandment is the word which ye 
have heard from the beginning. 

8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, 
which thing is true in him and in you: becaufe the 

darknefs is “pat, and the true light now fhineth. 

9 He that faith he isin the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in darknefs even until now. 

to He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, 
and there is none occafion of ftumbling in him. 

11 But he that hateth his brother is in darknefs, and 
walketh in darknefs, and knoweth not whither he goeth, 
becaufe that darknefs hath blinded his eyes. - 

12 E write unto you, little children, becaufe your fins 
are forgiven you for his name’s fake. 





COMMENTARY axpv NOTES on CHAP. I. II. 

I. 2 The life was manifified, and ae have feen it, &¢.]  Chrift 
Jefus, that eternal life, which was with the Father from all eternity, 
as being his eternal Son, was in the fulnefs of time manifefted in the 
flefh, and we his apoitles faw him in his affumed human nature, and 
we now teftify, publifh, and declare him to you. 

9 If we confeyi our fins, Sc.| Meaning, to God. Jr would feem 
silanithing that this text fhould ever have been urged in behalf of 
auricular confeffion, were it not for the many exainples we have of 
fuch fhamefv! and abfurd reafoning in the arguments which are ufed 
in favour of popery. 

Il. 2 Bus aljo for the fins of the whole world.| This intimates 
to us, that there is a virtual fufficiency, in the death of Chriit, to 
atone for the fins of all, and an actual efficacy to every believer, 


No. 73. 


CHAP. I. II. II. 


| 
th 
| 


13 “<=. 2. CHAP. i . 52. Ap. Fa Lentedinte poucnthes bacaule pe lave kagen Ane write unto you, fathers, becatife ye have known 
him that is from the beginning. 


How to _Chrift is our advocate. CHAP. IIL UI. How to diftinguifh falfe teachers.  falfe teachers. 


After 
Anno 


I write unto YOu. DO MINE 


young men, becaufe ye have overcome the wicked one. go. 


I writeunro you, littlechildren, becaufe ye have known 
the Father. 

14 1 have written unto you, fathers, becanfe ye have 
known him ¢hat is from the beginning. [have written 
unto you, young men, becaufe ye are ftrong, and the 
word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the 
wicked one. 

13 Love not the world, neither the things that are 
in the world. If any man love the world, the love of 
the Father is noc in him. 

16 For all that ssin the world, the Juft of the flefh, 
and the Inuit of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not 
of the Father, but is of the world. 

17 And the world pafleth away, and the luft thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

18 Little children, ic is the lait time: and as ye 
have heard that antichrift fhall come, even now are 
there many antichrifts; whereby we know that it is 
the lafl time. 

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us ; 
for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 
continued with us: but hey went out, that they might 
be made manifeft that they were not all of us. 

20 But ye have an unétion from the Holy One, and 
ye know all things. 

21 l have not written unto you becaufe yc know not 
the truth, but becaufe ye know it, and that no lie is 
of the truth. 

22 Who isa liar but he that denieth that Jetied is 
the Chrift? He is antichrift, that denieth the Father 
ane the Son. 

Whofoever denieth the Son, the fame Hack not 
the Father: [but] be that acknowledgeth the Son hath the 
Father alfo. 

24 Let that therefore abide in you, eich ye have 
heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard 
from the beginning fhall remain in you, ye alfo fhall 
continuc in the Son, and in the Father. 

25 And this is the ‘promife that he hath promifed us, 
even cternal life, 

26 Thefe things have I written unto you concerning 
ee that fecuce you. 

7 But the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth i in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you: butas the fame anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath 
taught you, ye fhall abide in him. 

28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, 
when he fhall appear, we may have confid ence, and not 
be afhamed betore him at his coming. 

29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that 
every one that doeth righteoufnels i is born of him. 

CHAP. Il. 
1 God's love in making us his fons ; 3 who muf? be pure as 
he is pure. 
EHOLD, what manner of Inve the Father hath 
beftowed upon us, that we fhould be called the 
fons of God : therefore the world knoweth us not, be- 
caufe it knew him not. 
2 Beloved, now are we the fons of Gad, and it doth 


not yet appear what we fhall be: but we know that, 
when 





11 He that hateth his brother is in darkufz, &c.] i. e. He is 

altogether ignorant of the true nature and fpirit of Chriftianity. 

16 All that is in the world, &c.| All the happinefs that this 
world can afford, namely, pleafure, riches, and honour. 

20 ¥¢ have an union from the Holy Ones Bcc. J God hath anointed 
you with his Spirit, which will preferve you from pernicious errors, 
and lead you into all neceffary truth, if you obey and follow him. 

Generar REFLECTIONS on Chap, I. Il. 

The apoitle here fhews, that the love and praétice of fin, and com- 
munion with God, are incompatible with each other; and that 
the dottrine of Chrift fhould engage Chriltians of all ages and con- 
ditions, and particularly young perfons, to itrengthen themfelves 
more and more in the love of God and of Jefus Chrift, and to re- 


he world. 
Pe ee COMMENTARY 





‘The apoftle exhorteth to try the fpurit ; 


' After when he fhall appear, we fhall be like him; for we fhall 
Anno fee him as he is. 


DOMINI 


99. 


3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth 
himfelf, even as he is pure. 

4 Whofoever committeth fin tranfgreffeth alfo the 
law: for fin is the tranfgreffion of the law. 

5 And ye know that he was manifefted to take away 
our fins; and in him is no fin. 

6 Whofoever abideth in him finneth not: whofoever 
finneth hath not feen him, neither known him. 

7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that 
doeth righteoufnefsis righteous, even ashe is righteous. 

8 He that committeth fin is of the devil; for the 
devil finneth from the beginning. For this purpofe the 
Son of God was manifefted, that he might dettroy the 


-works of the devil. 


9g Whofoever is born of God doth not commit fin; 
for his feed remaineth in him: and he cannot fin, be- 
caufe he is born of God. 

10 In this the children of God are manifeft, and the 
children of the devil: whofoever docth not righteouf- 
nefs is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother. 

11 For this is the meflage that ye heard from the 
beginning, that we fhould love one another. 

12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and 
flew his brother. And wherefore flew he him ? Becaufe 
his own works were evil, and his brother’s righteous. 

13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 

14 We know that we have paffed from death unto 
life, becaufe we love the brethren. He that loveth not 
4is brother abideth in death. 

15 Whofoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and 
ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him. : 

16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, becaufe he 
laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down 
our lives for the brethren. 

’ 17 But whofo hath this world’s good, and feeth his 
brother have need, and fhutteth up his*bowels of com- 
peffion from him, how dwelleth the love of Godin him? 

18 My littlechildren, let us not lovein word, neither 
in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

1g And hereby we know that we are of the truth, 
and fhall affure our hearts before him. 

20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than 
our heart, and knoweth all things. 

21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have 
ave confidence toward God. 

22 And whatfoever we afk, we receive of him, be- 
caufe we keep his commandments, and do thofe things 
that are pleafing in his fight. 

23 And this ts his commandment, That we fhould 
believe on the name of his Son Jefus Chrift, and love 
one another, as he gave us commandment. 

24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth 
in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he 
abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us. 

CHAP. IV. 
1 He warneth to try by certain rules the fpirits that pretend 
to come from God. 7 He preffeth mutual love upon Chriftians. 
ELOVED, believe not every fpirit, but try the 
B (pirits whether they are of God: becaufe many 
talle prophets are gone out into the world. 

2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every fpirit 
that confefleth that Jefus Chrift is come in the flefh is 
of God: 





COMMENTARY anp NOTES on CHAP. III. IV. 

SLI. 4. Mhofoever committeth fin tranfgrefféth, &c.] An habitual 
finner Eves in oppofition to the divine will and law: for Chrift, in 
whom was no fin, was manifefted in the flefh to take away fin; the 
guilt by his blood, the power of it by his Spirit. 

9 Wherever is born of God doth not commit fin, &c.] Does not 
habitually commit fin. 

IV. 2, 3 Every fpirit that confefeth, &c.] As if he had faid, 
They who dare tuly and openly, in the face of danger, profefs and 
preach Jefus Chrift, in his perfon, nature, and offices, as the incarnate 
Word or Son of Ged, fent from eaven, afcribing virtue and efficacy 
to the facriace cf his death, and attributing to him alone the whole 
glory of a portdl Sa..our, this do€trine is of the Spirit, and this 
Spirit is of Gods 


I. JOHN. 


3 And every fpirit that confeflcth not that Jefus 
Chrift is come in the flefh is not of God: and this is 
that /pirit of antichrift, whereof ye have heard that it 
fhould come; and even now already is it in the world. 

4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome 
them: becaufe greater is he that isin you, than he that 
is in the world. 

5 They are of the world: therefore fpeak they of 
the world, and the world heareth them. 

6 Weare of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; 
he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know 
we the fpirit of truth, and the fpirit of error. 

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of 
God ; and every one that loveth is born of Gad, and 
knoweth God. 

8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is 
love, 

9 Inthis was manifefted the love of God toward us, 
becaufe that God fent his only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through him. 

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved us, and fent his Son ¢o de the propitiation for 
our fins. 

11 Beloved, if God fo loved us, we ought alfo to 
love oneanother. — 

12 No man hath {cen God atany time. If we love 
one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is per~ 
fected in us. 

13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and hein 
us, becaufe he hath given us of his Spirit. . 

14 And we have feen and do teftify that the Father 
fent the Son fo be the Saviour of the world. 

15 Whofoever fhall confefs that Jefus is the Son of 
God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 

. 16 And we have known and believed the love that 

God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in 

love dwelleth in God, and God in him. 

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may 
have boldnefs in the day of judgment: becaufe as heis, 
fo are we in this world. 

18 Thereis no fear in love; but perfect love cafteth 
out fear: becaufe fear hath torment. He that feareth 
is not made perfect in love. 

19 We love him, becaufe he firft loved us. 

20 Ifa man fay, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a liar : for he that loveth not his brother whom he 
hath feen, how canhe love God whom he hath not feen? 

21 And this commandment have we from him, That 
he who loveth God love his brother alfo. 

CHAP. V. ; 

1 He that loveth God loveth God’s children, and keepeth his 
commandments. 9 Fefus is able to fave us. 
HOSOEVER believeth that Jefus is the Chrift 

is born of God: and every one that loveth him 
that begat Joveth him alfo that is begotten of him. 

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God, and keep his commandments. 

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his com- 
mandments: and his commandments are not grievous. 

4 For whatfoever is born of God overcometh the 
world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, evev our faith. 

5 Whois he that overcometh the world, but he that 
believeth that Jefus is the Son of God? 

6 This is he that came by water and blood, even 

Jefus 


ARE 

7 Let us lowe one another, &c.| We are told, that when St. John 
was grown old and too infirm to preach, he ufed to be led to the 
church at Ephefus, and only fay thefe words to the people, Little 
children, love one another. 

19 We love him, becaufe he firft loved us.| Intimating, that God’s 
love to us, is the rootand {pring of our love to him. and to one 
another. 

Generat Rerigcrions on Chap. HLIV. 
We are here tanght, that by being confirmed in the love of God, we 
bear the image of our heavenly Father, and fhail have confidence 
at the day of judgment; and that they who commit fin wilfully, 


have no right knowledge of Chrift, or his falvation. 
2 COMMENTARY 


serra 


and to love one another, 


After 
Anno 
DOMIN: 
qe. 





The witneffes of our faith. 


After 
Anno 
DOMINI 


go. 


After 
Anna 
DOMINI 


go 


Jefus Chrift; not by water only, but by water and 
bleod, And it is the Spirit that beareth witnefS, be- 
caufe the Spirit is trath. 

7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the 
Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoft: and thefe three 
are one. 

8 And there are three that bear witnefs in earth, the 
fpirit, and the water, and the blood: and thefe three 
agice in one. 

g If we receive the witnefs of men, the witnefs of 
God is greater: for- this is the witnefs of God which 
he hach teftified of his Son. 

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witnefs in himfelf: he that believeth not God hath 
made him a liars; becaufe he belicveth not the record 
that God gave of his Son. 

tt And this is the record, that God hath given to 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life. 

13 Thefe things have I written unto you that believe 
on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that 


ye have cternal life, and that ye may believe on the 


name of the Son of God. 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. V. 


7 For there are three that bear record, &c.] Many copies omit the 
names of the three divine perfons in this verfe, but all the antient 
copies, except one, retain them. The Arians affert, here is an interpo- 
lution of the ortuolox Chriftians; but there is much more reafon to 
fuppvfe they have erafed them, in order to fupport their damnable 
herefy; fince of the feveral ways of denying our Lord, that of denying 
his divinity is certainly the worft; for that denieth the higheR dignity 
of his perfon, the infinite value of his fatisfaQion, and, by a neceflary 
confequence, the redemption of the world by his blood. 

16 There is @ fin unto death, &c.] Called, by fome, the fin againit 








The Second Epi 








Il. JOHN. The Chriftian’s confidence in prayer. 





14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, After 


that, ifwe afk any thing according to his wil, he hear- ,;4°"° , 
eth us: go. 


as And if we know that he hear us, whatfoever we 
afk, we know that we have the petitions that we defired 
of him. 

16 If any man fee his brother fin a fin which is not 
unto death, he fhall afk, and he fhall give him life for 
them that fin not unto,death. There is a fin unto death: 
I do not fay that he fhall pray for it. 

17 All unrighteoufnefs is fin: and there is a fin not 
unto death. 

18 We know that whofoever is born of God finneth 
not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himfelf, 
and that wicked one toucheth him not. 

19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lieth in wickednefs. 

20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and 
hath given us an underftanding, that we may ‘now him 
that ts true, and we are in him that is true, even in his 
aoe Jefus Chrift. This is the true God, and eternal 
life. : 
2x Little children, keep yourfelves from idols. 
Amen. 





the Holy Ghoft; which it is fuppofed thofe Jews were guilty of, who 
afcribed the miracles wrought by Chrift, to the power of the devil ; 
alfo a renouncing of Chriftianity, denying the truth of the Chriftian 
faith, after illumination and conviétion by the Holy Ghoft, and mali- 
cioufly perfecuting the fincere profeffors of it. - 
19 The whole world lieth in wickedus/i.} Or, in the original, under 
the power of the wicked one. 
Generar Rerpiections on Chap, V. 

The apoftle exhorts us to afpire after purity and true holinefs, in order 
that we may have communion with God our Father, and his Son 
Jefus Chrift, who is the true God, and life eternal, to whom be glory 
for ever. Amen. 


file of JOHN. 


THE ARGUMENT. 


This epiftle, according to fome, was diretled to an boneurable Chriftian lady, whom St. Fohn bad converted to the faith, 
whom be congratulates and commends for her perfonal and relative piety, and cautions her to beware of thofe imposters, 


who denied the incarnation of ‘Fefus Chri/?. 








= SO = aL 


1 dn exhortation to perfevere in Chriftian love and belief, 

that they lofe not their fullreward. 10 To avoid feducers. 

r i NHE elder unto the elect lady and her children, 
whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but 
alfo all they that have known the truth; 

2 For the truth’s fake, which dwelleth in us, and 
fhall be with us for ever. 

3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God 
the Father, and from the Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of 
the Father, in truth and love. 

4 I rejoiced greatly that 1 found of thy children 
walking in truth, ay we have received a commandment 
from the Father. : 

5 And now I befeech thee, lady, not as though I 
wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which 
we had from the beginning, that we love one another. 

6 And this is love, that we walk after his com- 
mandments. This is the commandment, That as ye 
have heard from the beginning, ye fhould walk in it. 


|e oe ener ae pte mao ey nant nOOT: 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES, 

7 Alany deceivers are entered into the avorld.| Many impoftors are 
gone abroad, fome of whom deny the divinity, others the humanity of 
Chrilt; thus overturning the fundamentals of Chriftianity, and dif- 
covering themfelves to be antichrifts. 

Uke cenfefs not, $c.) Limborch reads, Waq confefs not Jefus 
Chrif, who came in the flefh. 


2 








7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, Afr 
who confefs not that Jefus Chrift is come in the flefh, Anno 
This is a deceiver and an antichrift. Paes 

8 Look to yourfelves, that we lofe not thofe things a” 
which we have wrought, but that we receive a full 
reward. 

9 Whofoever tranfgreffeth, and abideth not in the 
doctrine of Chrift, hath not God. He that abideth in 
the dodtrine of Chrift, he hath both the Father and 
the Son. : 

Io If there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doéttrine, receive him not into your houfe, neither bid 
him God fpeed : 

11 For he that biddeth him God {peed is partaker 
of his evil deeds. 

12 Having many things to write unto you, I would 
not write with paper and ink: but I truft to come unto 
you, and fpeak face to face, that our joy may be full. 

13 The children of thy elect fifter greet thee. Amen, 

The 


elite i a 
GenergaL REFLECTIONS. 


We here fee, that all who know and fincerely love the truth, do alfo 
love one another heartily ; and join to the knowledge of truth, obe- 
dience and love to God and the brethren; and that the fociery of 


heretics is to be avoided, 
COMMENTARY 








The Third Epiftle of JOHN. 





: THE ARGUMENT. 


The apoftle, in this epifile, expreffes bis concern for the profperity of Gaius, his joy in the honourable character be main- 
tained for Chriftian candour, hofpitality, and zeal, cautions him againfi the turbulent pradtices of Diotrephes, ard re- 


commends Demetrius to his friend [bip. 


=a Se eee 


1 He commendeth Gaius, for piety, 5 and hofpitality 7 to - 


true preachers : 9 complaineth of Diotrephes. 
HE elder unto the well beloved Gaius, whom 
I love in the truth. ; 
2 Beloved, 1 with above all things that thou may- 
eft profper and be in health, even as thy foul profpereth. 
For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came 
and teftified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou 
walleft in the truth. 

4 Thave no greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in truth. 

5 Beloved, thou doeft faithfully whatfoever thou 
doeft to the brethren, and to ftrangers; 

6 Which have borne witnefs of thy charity before 
the church: whom if thou bring forward on their 
journey after a godly fort, thou fhalt do well: 

7 Becaufe that for his name’s fake they went forth, 
taking nothing of the Gentiles. 

8 We therefore ought to receive fuch, that we might 
be fellowhelpers to the truth. 


After 


Anno 
DOMINE 


‘go. 





COMMENTARY axnvd NOTES. 

7 For bis names fake, &c.] Freely to profefs his gofpel and {er- 
vice. 

11 Beloved, followy not that which is evil, &c.] Here the apoftle 
advifes his beloved Gaius, and thofe with him, not to imitate this evil 
example of Diotrephes, who not only himfelf refufed his charity 
towards the Chriftian Jews that wanted it, but would not permit the 








oS 





9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who After 
loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth Anno 
ae DOMINE 

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds 
which he doeth, prating againft us with malicious 
words: and not content therewith, neither doth he 
himfelf receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that 
would, and cafteth them out of the church. 

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that 
which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but 
he that doeth evil hath not feen God. 

12 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of 
the truth itfelf: yea, and we a//o bear record ; and ye 
know that our record is true. 

13 I had many things to write, but I will not with 
ink and pen write unro thee : 

14 But I truft I thall thortly fee thee, and we fhall 
fpeak face to face. Peace betothee. Our friends fa- 
lute thee. Grect the friends by name. 


Gentile Chriftians to receive or relieve them; but exhorts them rather 
to follow the example of God, who is good to all. 
Generat REFLECTION. 

The example of Gaius, who received believers and ftrangers with fo 
much good will, and whofe hofpitality was of fo good a favour in the 
church, fhould ftir us up to be kindly affectioned towards the bre- 
thren, and particularly to fuch as fice and are perfecuted for the: 


gofpel. 


- The General Epiftle of JU DE. 


< 


— > 





THE ARGUMENT. 
The plain defign of the apofile, in this epiftle, is, to deferibe the character of “falfe teachers, to point out the divine 
Judgments which perfons of fuch a character had reafon to expect, and to caution Chriftians again? hifening to their 
‘fuggeftions, left they fhould be thereby perverted from the faith and purity of the gofpel. 





== 


x [ude exhorteth to confiancy in the faith. 14 Punifb- 
ments for falfe teachers. 24 He concludeth with afcrib- 
ing glory to God. 

Jie the fervant of Jefus Chrift, and brother of 


Anno 
‘DUMIN? 


66. 


James, to them that are fanctified by God the Fa- 
ther, and preferved in Jefus Chrift, amd called : 
2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be mul- 
tiplied. 
3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto 
ou of the common falvation, it was needful for me to 
write unto you, and exhort you that ye fhould carneftly 
contend for the faith which was once delivered unto 
the faints. 
4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who 
were before of old ordained to this condemnation, un- 


COMMENTARY. ano NOTES. 
3 Whe faith—once delivercd unto the faints.| The fincere doétrines 
of the gofpel, delivered once for all by Chrift and his apoftles ; in op- 
. pofition to the novel doétrines introduced fince by papifts, and other 
heretics. 


« 


> 


godly men, turning the grace of our God into lafci- Anno 
vioufpefs, and denying the only Lord God, and our DOMINE 
Lord Jefus Chrift. ¢ 

5 Iwill therefore put you in remembrance, though 
ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having faved 
the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward deftroy- 
ed them that believed not, 

6 And the angels which kept not their firft eftate, 
but left their own habitation, he hath referved in ever- 
lafting chains under darknefs unto the judgment of the 
great day. 

7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities 
about them in like manner, giving themfelves over to 
fornication, and going after ftrange flefh, are fet forth 
for an example, fuffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 

8 Likewife 


6 Lhe angels which kept not their firff cfate, &c.}  1f God did not 
{pare apoftate angels, furely he will not {pare apoftatizing feducers. 

7 The vengeance of eternal fire.) That fire which irrecoversbly 
deftroyed the city of Sodom, and ended in their final and eternal 
overthrow. 








tg. 15 Enoch 





A defcription of certain falfe teachers. 





Anno 


8 Likewife alfo thefe fishy dreamers defile the ficth, 


ae defpife dominion, and fpeak evil of dignities. 


g Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with 
the devil he difpured about the body of Mofes, durft 
not bring again{t him a railing accufation, bur faid, 
The Lord rebuke thee. 

10 But thefe fpeak evil of thofe things which they 
know not: but what they know naturally, as brute 
beafts, in thofe things they corrupt themfelves. 

11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way 
of Cain, and ran ereedily after the crror of Balaam for 
reward, and perifhed in the gainfaying of Core. 

12 Thefe are {pots in your feafts of charity, when 
they feaft with you, feeding themfelves without fear: 
clouds they are without water, carried about of winds ; 
trees whofe fruit withereth, without fruir, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots ; 

13 Raging waves of the fea, foaming out their own 
fhame ; wandering ftars, to whom is referved the blazk- 
nefs of darknefs for ever. 

14. And Enoch alfo, the feventh from Adam, pro- 
phefied of thefe, faying, Behold, the Lord cometh with 
ten thoufand of his faints, 

15 To execute judyment upon all, and to convince 
all that are ungodly amony them of all their ungodly 
deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all 





14, 15 Bnoch alfe, the foventh from Adam, &c.] | Enoch of old, 
hy the fpirit of prophecy, foretold the fins of fuch perfons, and their 
condemnation’ alfo at the general judement, when Chrift fhall come 
glorioufly attended, in order to execute judgment upon the urgodly ia 
general, and upon fuch as fpeak contumacioufly of him and his fervants 


an particular. 
23 Hating even the garment Jpotted by the flefo.] As if he had faid, 





CH A P, I. 


! 
| 





their hard /peecbes which ungodly finners have fpoken 
againft him. 

6 Thefe are murmiurers, complainers, walking after 
their own lufts; and their mouth fpeaketh great fwel- 
ling cords, having mens’ perfons in admiration becaufe 
of advantage. 

17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were 
fpoken before of the apoftles of our Lord Jefus Chrift; 

18 How that they told you there fhould be mockers 
in the laittime, who fhould walk after their own un- 
godly lufts. 

19 Thefe be they who feparate themfelves, fenfual, 
having not the Spiric. ; 

20 But ye, beloved, building up yourfelves on your 
moft holy faith, praying in the doly Ghoft, 

2t Keep yourfelves in the love of God, looking for 
the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life. 

22 Andof fome havecompaffion, makinga difference: 

23 And others fave with fear, pulling shem out of 
the fire; hating even the garment fpeited by the flefh. 

24 Now unto him that is able to” keep you from 
falling, and to preient you faulelefs before the prefence 
of his glory with éxcceding joy, 

_ 2§ Lo the only wife God our Saviour be glory and 
majefty, dominion and power, both now and ever. 
Amen. ; 





ne. 











In converfing with vicious perfons, avoid every thing of a carnal and 
fenfual nature, that defiles the confcience. 
Gewerat Rerurcrions. 

The apoftle exhorts ail Curiflians, if they would-efcape feduétion and 
feducers, to look up to God in earncit prayer for ftrength and direc- 
tion, that being ftedfait in the faith, they may be preferved in the 
Jove of God, unto eternal life. 
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The REVELATION of St. JOHN the Divine. 
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THE 
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ARGUMENT. 


The authenticity of tis book of the Revelation of Fefis Chri! was univerfally acknowledged in the two firft centuries, 


an@ is worthy lo be read by the church in all ages. 


Befides the propbetical part, there is fuch a fpivit 


of bolinefs 


breathing throughout, the main articles of the Chriftian faith are fo clearly and plainly held forth in it, and many relia 
gious and moral dulics fo firtétly enjoined by it, thal it ts the ungueftionable duty of ihe niiniffers of Gad to fiudy ibis 
book with that modijty aud Jobriety which becomes bem as inguivers ; aud litewife the pcople’s duty to give ibemflves 
to the reading of it with fervent praycr, and a fimplicity of mind to be guided by its precepts and inflrudions, Jor tbe 
regulating of their tempers, and the conducting of their lives. 


a= 





CHAP. I. 
1 The preface. 4 Joliu’s falutation to the feven churches 
of Afia. 7 The coming of Chrifis 8 his eterua! majeffy. 
HE Revelation of Jefus Chrift, which God gave 


Anno 
DUMINI unto him, to fhew unto his fervants things which 
9° muft fhortly come to pafs ; and he fent and fignificd is 


by his angel unto his fervant John: 
2 Who bare record of the word of God, and of the 
teftimony of Jefus Chrift, and of all things that he faw. 
3 Bleffed zs he that readeth, and they that hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep thofe things which 
are written thercin: for the time sat hand. 
4 WORN to the feven churches which are in Afia: 
J Grace &e unto you, and peace, from him which 
is, and which was, and which is to come; and 
from the feven. fpirits which are before his throne; 
5 And from Jcfus Chrift, who és the faithful witnefs, 
aud the fir&t begotten of the dead, and the prince of the 





COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP. FE. 

From the Joven Spirits which are before his throne.] That is, from 
the Holy Gholt, who is thus defcribed in regard of the perfe€tion and 
variety of his gracious operations ; being continually prefent with God, 
and ready to perform whatever is needful for the church. 

No. 73. 


aa 


kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 
wafhed us from our fins in his own blood, 

6 And hath made us kings and priefts unto God and 
his Father ; to him de glory and dominion for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

7 Behold, he cometh with clouds ; and every eye fhall 
{ee him, and they a/fo which pierced him: and all kin- 
dreds of the earth fhall wail becaufe of him. Even fo, 
Amen. 

8 Tam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
ending, faith the Lerd, which is, and which was, and 
which is to come, the Almighty. 

9 I John, who alfoam your brother, and companion 
in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Je- 
fus Chrift, was in the ifle that is called Patmos, for the 
word of God, and for the teftimony of Jefus Chrift. 

10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard 
behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet, 

ir Saying, 
a aaa 
7 All kindreds of the earth foall wail becaufe of him, &c.| This 
will be more eminently and univerfally falfilled at the day of judgment. 


when the perfecutors and defpifers of Chrift and his gofpel will, on 
beholding him, be put to bitter forrow and anguih of fpirit, 


1oM yw J 


Conflancy in faith recommended. 


Dd 


a ee 


Anno 
OMIN: 


race erent 











_Fohn’s vifion of the Son of mane REVELATION. What Fohn was commanded to write 





Anno 


11 Saying, 1am Alpha and Omega, the firft and the 


noe laft: and, What thou fecft, write in a book, and fend 





## unto the feven churches which are in Afia; unto 
Ephefus, and unto Smyrna, and unto Pergamos, and 
unto Thyatira, and unto Sardis, and unto Philadelphia, 
and unto Laodicea. 

12 And I turned to fee the voice that fpake with 
me. And being turned, I faw feven golden candlefticks; 

13 And inthe midft of the feven candlefticks one 
like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down 
to the foot,and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

14 His head and Ais hairs were white like wool, as 
white as fnow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 

is And his feet like unto fine brafs, as if they burned 
in a furnace; and his voice as the found of many waters. 

16 And he had in his right hand feven ftars: and 
out of his mouth went a fharp two edged fword: and 
his countenance qwas as the fun fhincth in his ftrength. 
_ 17 And when I faw him, I fell at his feet as dead. 

- And he laid his right hand upon me, faying unto me, 
Fear not; I am the firft and the laft : 

18 Zam he that liveth, and was dead ; and, behold, I 
am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of 
hell and of death. 

1g Write the things which thou haft feen, and the 
tings which are, and the things which fhall be here- 
after ; 

20 The myftery of the feven flars which thou faweft 
in my right hand, and the feven golden candlefticks. 
The feven ftars are the angels of the feven churches :. 
and the feven candlefticks which thou faweft are the 
feven churches. 

CHAP. IU. 
What Johu was to write to the angels of the churches of 

1 Ephefus, 8 Smyrna, 12 Perganos, 18 Thyatira. 

- TNTO the angel of the church of Ephefus write ; 

Thefe things faith he that holdeth the feven ftars 
in his right hand, who walketh in the midft of the fe- 
ven golden candlefticks ; 

2 I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy pa~ 
tience,and how thou canft not bear them which are evil: 
and thou haft tricd them which fay they are apoftles, 
and are not, and haft found them liars: 

3 And haft borne, and haft patience, and for my 
name’s fake haft laboured, and haft not fainted. 

4 Neverthelefs I have fomewhat againft thee, becaufe 
thou haft left thy firft love. 

5s Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the firft works; or elfe I will come 
unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candleftick out 
of his place, except thou repent. 

6 But this thou haft, thar thou hateft the deeds of 
the Nicolaitanes, which I alfo hate. 

7 He that hath an ear, Iet him hear what the Spirit 
faith unto the churches ; To him that overcometh will 
¥ give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midft 
of the paradife of God. 

8 And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write ; 
Thefe things faith the firft and the laft, which was dead, 
and is alive; 

I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, 
(but thou art rich) and J &xow the blafphemy of them 
which fay they are Jews, and are not, but are the fyna- 
gogue of Satan. 

“" ro Fear none of thofe things which thou fhalt fuffer: 


I ARTS SE IT TS POE LTR ES TE TE ETE MDI TEESE SEE AE TE 
11 Lam Alpha and Omega, &c.] ‘Thefe are the firft and laft let- 
ters of the Greek alphabet ; denoting hereby, that our Saviour is the 
“beginner and completer of our falvation, the author and finifher of our 
faith. 
Generat Rerrectirons on Chap. i 
One defign of this book of the Revelation, is, to warn men of that com- 
ing which will be fo comfortable to believers, and fo dreadful to 
the wicked : we are alfo taught, that Chrift is in the midft of his 
church, that he governs it, fees cvery thing that pafles therein, 
and that the paftors thereof are eftablifhed by his authority and 
influence. 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. II. 
5 Will remove thy candleftick out of bis place, &c.} This terrible 
threatening has been executed in a very awful manner ; for though 
there be a little congregation at Smyrna, yet moft of thefe Afiatic 


behold, the devil fhall caft some of you into prifon, that Anno 
ye may be tried; and ye fhall have tribulation ren days ; DOMIM 
‘ “ 


be thou faithful unto death and I will give theea crown 
of life. 

iit He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
faith unto the churches ; He that overcomceth fliall nor 
be hurt of the fecond death. 

12 And to the angel of the church in Pergames 
write; Thefe things faith he which hath the fharp {word 
with two cdges ; , 

19 I know thy works and where thou dwelleft, evrz 
where Satan’s fear zs: and thou holdeft faft my name, 
and haft not denied my faith, even in thofe days wherein 
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was flain among 
you, where Satan dwelleth. 

14 But J have a few things againft thee, becaufe 
thou haft there them that hold the doctrine of Balaam, 
who taught Balac to caft a ftumbling block before the 
children of Ifracl, to eat things facrificed unto idols, and 
to commit fornication. 

15 So haft thou alfo them that hold the doctrine of 
the Nicolaitanes, which thing I hate. 

16 Repent; or elfe I will come unto thee quickly, 
and will fight againft them with the fword of my mouth. 

17 He that hath an car, Iet him hear what the Spirit 
faith unto the churches: To him that overcometh will 
I give to cat of the hidden manna, and will give hima 
white ftone, and in the ftonea new name written which 
no man knoweth faving he that receiveth zt. 

18 And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira, 
write; Thefe things faith the Son of God, who hath his 
eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine 
brafs 3 ? 

19 I know thy works, and charity, and fervice, and 
faith, and thy patience, and thy works; and the laft /o 
ée more than the firft. 

20 Notwithftanding I have a few things againft thee, 
becaufe thou fuffereft that woman Jezebel,which calleth 
herfelf a prophetefs, to teach and to feduce my fervants 
i pe fornication, and to eat things facrificed unto 
idols. 

21 And I gave her fpace to repent of the fornication ; 
and fhe repented not. 

22 Behold, I will caft her into a bed, and them that 
coramit adultery with her into grear tribulation, except 
they repent of their deeds. 

23 And I will kill her children with death ; and all 
the churches fhall know that Iam he which fearcheth 
the reins and hearts: and I wili give unto every one of 
you according to your works. 

24 But unto you I fay, and unto the reft in Thya- 
tira, as many as have not this doctrine, and which have 
not known the depths of Satan, as they fpeak; I will 
put upon you none other burden. 

2s Bur that which ye have already hold faft till 1 
come. 

26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power overthe nations: 

27 And he thall rule them with a rod of iron; as the 
veffels of a potter fhall they be broken to fhivers : even 
as I received of my Father. 

28 And I will give him the morning ftar. 

29 He that hath an ear, Ict him hear what the Spirit 
faith unto the churches. 

CHAP, 


| LE TNE MERE EIEN OE ARE eA ASEAN SEE CLIT SST TRE 
churches are quite ruined, and the cities in which they ftood, almoft 


the whole country being now involved in Mahometan darknefs, and 
pagan infidelity. 

6 Thou hateft the decds of the Nicolaitanes, &c.] They taught the 
lawfulnefs of lewdnefs and idolatrous facrifices, efteeming thefe things 
indifferent in their own nature; and their practices were fuitable to 
fuch principles. : 

14 Satan's feat, &c.] The tyranny of the antichriftian church is 
elegantly called, The throne of Satan, as it is in the original. 

20 That woman Fexcbel, &c.} See 1 Kings xvi. 31. xxi, 25- 

Generar Raerrections on Chap. II. 
We are taught from hence, that as the fate of every church is per- 
feétly known ; fo what renders them agrecable to him, is conftancy 
in affli@ion, perfeverance in faith, and progrefs in picty and good 


works. 
COMMENTARY 


96. 


A ESSN ens 
to the angels of the churches of Ata. CHAP. III. IV. V. The vifion of God's throne in heaven. 


Anno CHAP. IiIl. ! do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with cyefalve, Anno 
ee What Folia was cunmanded to write in commendation \{ that thou mayeft fee. tag © 


or reprouf to the angels of the churches of 1 Sardis, 
7 Philadelphia, 14 end Laodtzea. ¢ . 
ND unto the angel of the church in Sardis write ; 
A Thefe things faith he that hath the feven Spirits 
of God, and the feven ftars; I know thy works, that 
thou haft a name that thou liveft, and art dead. . 

2 Be watchful and ftrengthen the things which re- 
main, that are ready to die: for I have not found thy 
works perfect betore God. . 

Remember therefore how thou haft received and 
heard, and hold faft, and repent. If therefore thou 
fhalr not watch, I will come on thee asa thief, and thou 
fi:alt not know what hour I will come upon thee. 

4 Thou haft a few names even in Sardis which have 
not defiled their garment; and they fhall walk with me 
in white; for they are worthy. . 

5 He that overcometh, the fame fhall be clothed in 
whire raiment; and I will not blot his name out of 
the book of life, but I will confefs his name before my 
Father, and before his angels. : 

6 te thar hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
faith unto the churches. ; ; 

7 And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia 
write; Thefe things faith he that is holy, he that is 
true, he that hath the key of David, he thar opcneth, 
and no man fhutteth; and fhutteth,and no man openeth; 

§ I know thy works: behold, I have fet before thee 
an open door, and no man can fhut it: for thou haft 
a little ftreneth, and haft kept my word, and haft not 
denied my name. 

g Behold, I will make them of the fynagogue of Sa- 
tan, which fay they are Jews, and are nor, but do lie; 
behold, 1 will make them to come and worfhip before 
thy feet, and to know that Ihave loved thee. | 

10 Becaufe thou haft kept the word of my patience, I 
alfo will keep thee from the hour of temptation, which 


fhall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell . 


upon the carth. Z 
it Behold, IT come quickly: hold that faft which 
thou haft, that no man take thy crown. 

12 Wim that overcometh will I make a pillar in the 
temple of my God, and he fhall go no more out: and 
I will write upon him the name of my God, and the 
name of the city of my God, which zs new Jcrufalem, 
which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and 
Lwil write upon bim my new name. 

13 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
faith unto the churches. 

14. And unto the angel of the church of the Laodi- 
ccans write; Thefe things faith the Amen, the faithful 
and irue witncfs, the beginning of the creation of God; 

15 1 know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor 
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. 

16 So then becaufe thou art lukewarm, and neither 
cold nor hot, I would f{pue thee out of my mouth. 

17 Becaufe thou fayeft, Iam rich, and increafed with 
goods, and have need of nothing; and knoweft not that 


thou art wretched, and miferable, and poor, and blind, ; 


and naked : 

18 I counfcl thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, 
that thou mayeft be rich; and white raiment, that thou 
mayeft be clothed, and shat the fhame of thy nakednefs 


NY 

COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. III, 

5 f will not blot bis name out of the book of life, &c.|] Intimating that 
his name fhall be inrolled in it ; he fhall be clothed with robes of glory, 
betoxening innocence, dignity, and honour. 

7 Tbye things faith be that is holy, &c.] Holinefs being the pecu- 
liar attribute of God, affards a convincing proof of the deity of our 
bicficd Redeemer. 

10 Thou baft kept the word of my patience, &c.} The doérine of the 
gofpel is called the word of Chrift’s paticuce, partly becaufe it teaches 
patience in perfecuting times, and partly becaufe it is a doétrine 
which cannot be adhered to without patience. 

16 Lcwill fpue thee out of my mouth.| Twill calt thee out of my 
‘fpirirual cow:munion znd love. This is a term taken from lukewarm 
drinks, which provoke to vomit. 

Grnerat REFLECTIONS on Chap. III. 
Let us be fenfible of the gracious invitations which our loving Re- 





19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chaften: be zea- 
lous therefore, and repent. 

20 Behold, I ftand at the door, and knock: if any 
man hear my voice, and open the door, 1 will come in 
to him, and will fup with him, and he with me. 

21 To him that overcometh will I grant to fit with 
me in my throne, even as I alfo overcame, and am fer 
down with my Father in his throne. 

22 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spiric 
faith unto the churches. 

; CHAP. IV. 
4 The elders fitting about the throne, 10 worfkip God. 
FTER this I looked, and, behold, a door was 
opened in heaven: and the firft voice which I 
heard wa, as it were of a trumpet talking with me; 
which faid, Come up hither, and I will thew thee things 
which muft be hereafter. 

2 And immediately I was in the {pirit: and, behold, 
a throne was fet in heaven, and ove fat en the throne. 

3 And he that fat was to look upon likea jafper and 
a fardine ftone, and there was a rainbow round about 
the throne, in fight like unto an emerald, 

4 And round about the thrane were four and twenty 
feats: and upon the feats I faw four and twenty elders, 
fitting, clothed in white raiment; and they had on their 
heads crowns of gold. 

5 And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and 
thunderings and voices: and shere were feven lamps of 
fire burning before the throne, which are the feven Spi- 
rits of God. 

6 And before the throne there was a fea of glafs like 
unto cryftal: and in the midft of the throne, and 
round about the throne, were four beafts full of eyes 
before and behind. 

7_And the firft beaft was like a lion, and the fecond 
beaft like a calf} and the third beatt had « face asa 
man, and the fourth beaft was like a flying eagle. 

8 And the four beafts had each of them fix wings about 
him; and they were full of eyes within: and they .eft 
not day and night, faying, Holy. holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 

9 And when thofe beafts gave glory and honour 
and thanks to him that fat on the throne, who liveth 
for ever and ever, 

10 The four and twenty elders fall down before him. 
that fat on the threne, and worfhip him that liveth for 


ever and ever, and caft their crowns before the throne, 


faying, 

rr Thou art worthy, O Lord, to. receive glory and 
honour and power: for thou haft created all things, and 
for thy pleafure they are and were created. 


CHAP. V. 


i The book fealzd with fever feals, which only the lamb is. 
worthy to open. 


ND I faw in the right hand of him, thar fat on, 
the throne a book written within and on the. 
backfide, fealed with feven feals. 

2 And I fawa ftrong angel proclaiming with a loud 
voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loofe. 
the feals thereof? 

3 And no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under. 

the 


SENET 

deemer here makes us, and Jet us receive them with eagernefs and 

ratitude, to the end we may enjoy his bleffed communion. The 
foc grant us this grace ! 


COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP, IV. V. 


IV. 6 A fea of glafs like unto cryftal, &c.| This might be a figure, 
of the heaven of glory; the metaphor ¢f fea” denotes its valt extent; 
that of <« glafs,”’ is purity and {plendor. : 

8 Had each of them fix wings, &e.] To fhew their agility, and 
readinefs to execute the will and pleaiure of God. 

-V. 1 And I faw—a book, &c.] This rall or book, was a figure of 
the great myiteries of the decres and counfels of God. The writing 
within fignifies that which is fecret and hidden to us; that without, on 
the backfide, what is revealed: the feals fignifv, that the contents are 
certain and irrevocable, 

z § Tee 


The opening of the feats in order, 


Anno the earth, was able to open the book, ncither to look 
DOMIN! thereon. 


go. 


- 4 And I wept much, becaufe no man was found wor- 

thy ro open and to read the book, neither to look thereon. 

And one of the elders faith unto me, Weep not : 
behold, the Lion of the rribe of Juda, the Root of Da- 
vid, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loofe the 
feven feals thereof. i 

6 And I beheld, and, Jo, in the midft of the throne 
and of the four beafts, and in the micdit of the elders, 
ftood a Lamb as it had been flain, having feven horns 
and feven cyes, which are the feven Spirits of God fent 
forth into all che earth. ; 

7 And he came and took the book out of the right 
hand of him that fat upon the throne. 

- 8 And when he had taken the book, the four bcatfts 
and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
having every one of them harps, and golden vials full 
of odours, which are the prayers of faints. 

And they firpg a new fong, faying, Thou art wor- 
thy to take the book, and to open the feals thereof: for 
thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out ofevery kindred, und tongues, and people, and 
nation; ‘ ; 

ro And haft made us unto our God kings and priefts: 
and we shall reign on the earth. : 

rr And J beheld, and YT heard the voice of many 
angels round about the throne and the beaits and the 
elders: and the number of them was ten thoufand rimes 
ten thoufand, and thoufands of thoufands ; 

12 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain to recive power, and riches, and wifdom, 
and ftrength, and honvur, and gicry, and blefling. 

13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on, 
the earth, and under the earth, and fuch as are in the 
fea, and all that are in them, heard 1 faying, Bleffing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, ge unto him thar 
fitteth upon the throne, and unto the lamb for ever and 
ever, 

34 And the four beafts faid, Amen. And the four 
and twenty elders fell down and worfhipped him that 
liveth for ever and ever. 

CHAP. VI. 
1 The opentiz of fix of the feals in order, and what fol- 
lrwed thereupoi. 

ND I faw when the !.amb opened one of the {eals, 

and J heard, as it were the noife of thunder, one 
of the four beafts faying, Come and fee. 

2 And I faw, and behold a white horfe: and he thar 
fat on him had‘a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conqucring, and to conquer. 

3 And when he had opened the fecond feal, I heard 
the fecond beaft fay, Come and fee. 

4 And there went out another horfe shaf was red: 
and power was given to him that fat thereon to take 
peace from the carth, and that they fhould kill onc ano- 
ther: and there was given unto him a great fword. 

5 And when he had opened the third feal, I heard 
the third beaft fay, Come and fee. And I bcheld, and 
lo a black horfe ; and he that fat on him Kad a pair of 
balances in his hand. 

6 And I heard a voice in the midft of the four beafts 


. fay, A meafure cf wheat for a penny, and three meafures 


of barley for a penny; and _/ee thou hurt not the oil and 
the wine. 


TS CY SSSA? 

5 The lion of the tribe of Fuda, Sc.) _Chrift fefus, of the tribe of 
Judah, and of the feed of David, according to the fieth. 

6 Having fever horns and feven eyes, &c.] The feven horns are a 
token of Chrift’s fovereign power, as king ; and the feven eyes are 
fymbols of perfect knowledge in quality of prophet. ‘ 

12 Saying with a loud voice, &e.] They fing with a loud voice, to 
fhew their affection and zeal in the work of bleffing and praifing God 
for Jefus Chrift, who is a head of confirmation to them, as he was a 
ae of redemption to us. The worthip and adoration here paid unit- 
adly to Chrift, denotes that he is truly and effentially God. 

Generau REFLECTIONS on Chap. IV. V. 
Let us join our thankf{givings to thofe of thoufands of angels and 
glorified: fpirits, ftudy to extol the excellent name of Chrift our Re- 
deemer, and fhew forth his praiie not with our lips only, but in our 


hearts and lives, 


REVELATION. 


‘7 And when he had opened the fourth feal, L heard 
the voice of the fourth beaft fay, Come and fee. 

8 And I looked, and behold a pale horfe: and his 
name that fat on him was Death, and hell followed with 
him. And power was given unto them over the fourth 
part of the earth, to kill with fword, and with hun- 
ger, and with death, and with the beafts of the carth. 

g And when he had opened the fifth feal, 1 faw under 
the altar the Touls of them that were flain for the word 
of Ged, and for the teftimony which they held: 

10 And they cried with a loud voice, faying, How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, doft thou not judge and 
avenge our blood on them thar dwell on che earth 2° 

11 And white robes were given unto every one of 
them ; and it was faid unto them, that they fhould ref 
for a little feafon, until their fellowfervants alfo and 
their brethren, that fhould be killed as they were, fhould 
be fulfilled. 

22 And 4 beheld when he had opened the fixth feal, 
and, lo, there was a great carthquake; and the fun be- 


aid chat followed thereupon, 


“Anno 
DOMIxy 


96, 


came blackas fackcloth of hair, and cle moon became 


as blocd ; 

13 s\nd the ftars of heaven fell unto the earth, even 
asa hig tree cafteth heruntimely tigs, when fhe is fhaken 
ofa mighty wind. 

14 And the heaver. departed as a (crowl when it is 
rolled together; and evcry mountain and ifland were 
moved out of their places. 

15 And the kings of the earth, and the great men, 
and the rich men, und the chief captains, and the 
mighty men, ‘and every bondman, and every free man, 
hid themfelves in the dens and in the rocks of the 
mountains ; 

16 And faid to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, 
and hide us from the facceof him that fittcth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 

17 For the great day of his wrath is come ; and who 
fhall be able to fland? 

CHAP. VI. 
3 The frvanuts of God fcaled. 4. The ainber Of the tribes 
taaz were foaled. 9 Al urisber clid iz white robes. 
ND atter thefe things | faw four angcls flanding 
on the four corners of the earth, holding the four 
winds of the earth, that the wind fhould not blow on 
the earth, nor on the fea, nor on any tree. 

2 And I faw another angel afecading from the caft, 
having the feal of the living God: and he cried with 
a loud voice to the tour angels, to whom it was given 
to hart the earrh and the fea, 

3 Saying, Hurt not che earth, neither the fea, nor 
the trees, till we have fealed the fervants of our God in 
their foreheads. 

4. And I heard the number of them which were fealed: 
and there were fealea an hundred and forty ad four 
thoufand of all the tribes of the children of Ifracl. 

§ Of the tribe of Judah weere fcaled twelve thoufand. 
Oj the tribe of Reuben were fealed twelve thoufand. Of 
the tribe of Gad zerre fealed twelve thoufand. 

6 Of the tribe of Afer ceere fealed twelve thoufand. 
Of the tribe of Nephthalim were fealed twelve thoufind. 
Of the tribe of Manaffes wre {ealed twelve thoufand. 

7 Of the tribe of Simeon were fediled twelve thoufand. 
Of the tribe of Levi were fealed twelve thoufand. Of 
the tribe of Iffachar were fealed twelve thoufand. 

- - 8 OF 








COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. VI. VII. 


VI. 2 ft faw—a white horfe, &c.] This may refer to the triumph of 
the gofpel over Jewifh and heathen oppofition by the labours of its firkt 
preachers. : 

4 4 borfe that was red, &c.] Denoting the great flaughter and de- 
folation that was to be made by approaching wars. 

5 4 black horfe, &c.] Which might betoken approaching famine. 

8 4 pale horse, Sc.) Peftilence, and other deadly calamities, 

16 Wrath of the Lamb.| If when Chrift appears as an angry lamb, 
the greateft in the world fall before him, what will they do when he 
fhall put on the fiercenefs and feverity of a roaring and incenfed lion ; 
it will then appear, that the milder the judge, the more cutting and 
dreadful will be the fentence. 

VII. 2 Another angel, &c.] The angel of the covenant Chrift Jefus. 


1 . glo 





The feven angels with the feven trumpets: CHAP, VIII. IX. _ 





Anne 





8 Ofthe tribe of Zabulon were fealed twelve thou- 


Pee fand. Of thetribeof Jofeph were fealed twelve thoufand. 


Of the tribe of Benjamin were fealed twelve thoufand. 

g Atter this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, 
which no man cou!d number, of ali nations, and kin- 
dreds,and people,and tongues, ftood before the throne, 
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands ; 

10 And cried with a loud voice, faying, Salvation to 
our God which firreth upon the thfone, and unto the 
Lamb. 

11 And all rhe angels ftood round about the throne, 
and avout the clders and the four beatts, and fell before 
the throne on their faces, and worfhipped God, 

12 Saying, Amen: Bleffing, and glory, and wifdom, 


"and thankfeiving. and honour, and power, and might, 


e unto our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

12 And one of the elders anfwered, faying unto me, 
What are thefe which are arrayed in white robes? and 
whence came they? 

14 And J faid unto him, Sir, thou knoweft. And 
he faid tome, I hefe are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have wathed their robes, and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

1g Thereforeare they before the throne of God, and 
ferve him day and night in his temple: and he that 
fitteth on the throne thall dwell among them. 

16 They fhall hunger no more, neither thirft any 
more; neither fhall the fun light on them, norany heat. 

17 For the Lamb which is inthe midft of the throne 
fhall feed them, and thail lead them unto living foun- 
tains of waters: and God fhall wipe away all tears 


from their eyes. 
CHAP. VIL 
x The feventh feal opened. 2 Seven angels receive feven 
frumpels. 
A N D when he had opened the feventh feal, there 
was filence in heaven about the {pace of half an 
hour. 
2 And I faw the feven angels which ftood before 
God ; and to them were given feven trumpets. 
3 And another angel came and ftood at the altar, 


having a golden cenfer; and there was given unto him . 


much incenfe, that he fhould offer i with the prayers 
of all faints upon the golden altar which was before 
the throne. 

4 And the fmoke of the incenfe, which came with the 
prayers of the faints, afcending up before God out of 
the angel’s hand. 

s And the angel took the cenfer, and filled it with 
firc of the altar, and caft *# into the earth: and there 
were voices, and thunderings, and lightnings, and 
an carthquake. ; 

6 And the feven angels which had the feven trum- 
pets prepared themfelves to found. 

47 The firft angel founded, and there followed hail 
and fire mingled with blood, and they were caft upon 
the earth: and the third part of trees was burnt up, 
and all green grafs was burnt up. 

8 And the fecond angel founded, and as it werea 
great mountain burning with fire was caft intothe fea: 
and the third part of the fea became blood ; 

g And the third part of the creatures which were in 


ES 

9g Lo, @ great multitude, &c.] The innumerable multitude here 
{poken of were the fpirits of good men departed out of this world, and 
now in glory with God; particularly of thofe who had fuffered death 
for the truth. 

15 Day and night, &c.} Continually ; for there willbe no night 
there. 

a7 Living fountains, &c.] A never-failing felicity. 

Generat Rerrecrirons on Chap. V1. VII. 

We have here a lively defeription of the terror and defpair with which 
perfecutors will be feized in the day of judgment ; and by the feal- 
ang of the tribes, is denoted, that God will gather to himfelf a peo- 
ple out of all nations, ranks, and conditions of men, in and through- 
out the whole world. 

COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. VIILIX, 

: Bae 1 There was filence in heaven—balf an bour.] To give St, 

Os 74. 
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The bottomle/s prt opened. 








the fea, and had life, died » and the third part of the Anno 
DOMINE 


fhips were deftroyed. xs 

10 And the third angel founded, and there fell a 
great ftar from heaven, burning as it werea lamp, and 
it fell upon the third part of the rivers, and upon the 
fountains of waters ; 

1r And the name of the ftar is called Wormwood : 
and the third part of the waters became wormwood ; 
and many men died of the waters, becaufe they were 
made bitter. 

12 And the fourth angel founded, and the third part 
of the fun was fmitten, and the third part of the moon, 
and the third part of the ftars; fo as the third part of 
them was darkened, and the day fhone not fora third 
part ofir, and the night likewife. 

13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through 
the midft of heaven, faying with a loud voice, Woe, 
woe, woe, to the inhabiters of the earth by reafon of 
the other voices of the ‘trumpet of the three angels, 
which are yet to found! : 

CHAP. IX, 
1 At the founding of the fifth angel a flar falleth from heaven, 
io whom 2s given the key of the Lottomle/s pit. 
A ND the fifth angel founded, and { faw a ftar fall 
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was 
given the key of the botromlefs pit. 

2 And he opened the bottomlefs pit; and therearofe 
a {moke out of the pir, as the fmoke of a great fur 
nace; and the fun and the air were darkened by reafon 
of the fmoke of the pit. 

3 And there came out of the fmoke locufts upon 
the earth: and -untothem was given power, as the fcor- 
pions of the earth have power. 

And it was commanded them that they fhould not 
hurt the grafs of the earth, neither any green thing, 
neither any tree; but only thofe men which have not 
the feal of God in their foreheads. Q 

5 And to them it was given that they fhould not kill 
them, but that they fhould be tormented five months: 
and their torment qwas as the torment of the fcorpion, 
when he ftriketh a man. eee 

6 And in thofe days fhall men feek death, and hall 
not find it ; and fhall defire to die, and death fhall flee 
from them. 

7 And the fhapes of the locufts were like unto horfes 
prepared unto battle ; and on their heads were as it 
were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces 
of men. 

8 And they had hairas the hair of women, and their 
teeth were as the teeth of lions. - 

g And they had breaftplates, as it were breaftplates 
of iron; and the found of their wings was as the found 
of chariots of many horfes running to battle. 

10 And they had tails like unto {corpions, and there 
were ftings in their tails: and their power was to hurt 
men five months. 

zz And they had aking over them, which is the an- 
gel of the bottomlefs pit, whofe name in the Hebrew 
tongue zs Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath bis 
name Apollyon. 

12 One woe is paft; and, behold, there come twa 
woes more hereafter. 

13 And the fixth angel founded, and I heard a voice 

from 





John an opportunity to contemplate thofe high myfteries, and prepare 
him to attend to new vifions. 

7 Hail and fire mingled with blood, &c.] This is fuppofed to de- 
note an inundation of herefy upon the Chriftian world, 

8 A great mountain burning with fire, &c.} According to fome, 
the mighty prevalency of the Arian herefy, which puffs up and {wells 
with pride. 

12 The third part of the fan, &c.| The fan, moon, and ftars, in 
{cripture denote the great potentates of the earth; their fall, implies 
their being objeétsof God’s vengeance. 

IX. 1 The key of the bottomlefs pit.} Power to prevail in impiety. 

4. Only thofe which have not the feal of God, &c.] Who are deftitgte 
of vital religion. 

11 Abaddon—Apollyon.] Both names fignify «* deftroyer,” which 
is the devil’s title. 

20 N 30 Repentea 


~ 


gG. 


Fohn eateth the book. 





Anno 
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96. God, 


from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 


14 Saying to the fixth angel which had the trumpet, 
Loofe the four angels which are bound in the great 
river Euphrates. 

1§ And the four angels were loofed, which were 
prepared for an hour, and a day, anda month, anda 
year, for to flay the third part of men. 

16 And the number of the army of the horfernen 
were two hundred thoufand thoufand: and [heard the 
number of them. 

s7 And thus I faw the horfes in the vificn, and 
them thar fat on them, having breaftplates of fire, and 
of jacinth, and brimftone: and the heads of the horfes 
were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
iffued fire and fmoak and brimflone. 

18 By thefe three was the third part of men killed, 
by the fire, and by the fmoak, and by the brimftone, 
which iffued out of their mouths. 

1g For their power is in their mouth, and in their 
tails: for their tails were like unto ferpents, and had 
heads, and with them they do hurt. ; 

20 And the reft of the men which were not kiiicd by 


* thefe plagues yet repented not of the works o7 their 
hands, that they fhould not worfhip devils. and idols of 


gold, and filver, and brafs, and ttone, and of wood : 
which neither can fee, nor hear, nor walk: 

2x1 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of 
their forceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their 
thefts. 

CHAP. X. 
i An angel with a book open, 5 fweureth there fall be no 
more time. 8 Fobn commanded to eal the book. 

ND I faw another mighty angel come down from 

heaven, clothed witha cloud : anda rainbow cvas 
upon his head, and his face was as it were the fun, and 
his feet as pillars of fire: 

2 And he had in his hand a little book open: and 
he fet his right foor upon the fea, and dvs left fool on 
the earth: 

3 And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roar- 
eth: and when he had cried, feven thunders uttered 
their voices. 

4 And when the feven thunders had uttered their 
voices, I was about to write: and I heard a voice from 
heaven faying unto me, Seal up thofe things which the 
feven thunders uttered, and write them not. 

5 And the angel which 1] faw ftandupon the fea and 
upon the earth hifted up his hand to heaven, 

6 And fware by him that liveth for ever and ever, 
who created heaven, and the things that thercin are, 
and the earch, and the things that therein are, and the 
fea, and the things which are therein, that there faould 
be time no longer: 

7 Bur in the days of the voice of the feventh angel, 
when he fhall begin to found, the myflery of God 
fhould be finifhed, as he hath declared to his fervants 
the prophets. 

§ And the voice which I heard from heaven fpake 
unto me again, and faid, Go and take the little book 
which is open in the hand of the angel which ftandeth 
upon the fea and upon the earth. 

And I went unto the angel, and faid unto him, 
Give me the little book. And hefaid unto me, Take 
zt, and eat it up; and it fhall make thy belly bitter, but 
it fhall be in thy mouth fweet as honey. 

10 And I took the little book out of the angel’s 


TS 
20 R-pented not—that they fhould not worfbip devils.| This demon- 
worthip is {uppofed to be the worfhip of dead men, which is now fo 
common in papal, as it formerly was in pagan Rome. 
. Generar Rervectrions on Chap. VIII.IX. 
We may Jearn from hence, that. God warneth of approaching judg- 
ments before they come, that finners, being ferwarned, may be 
. fore-armed, and efcape punifhment : for when God once begins to 
enter into judzment with a finful people, he will foow them with 
a fuccefiion of judgments, till he has either brought them to repen- 
“tance, or they become objets of his heavy difpleafure. 
COMMENTARY ann NOTES on CHAP. X. XI. 
2H. 2 Es fet bis right foot upon the fea, &e.] Here is defcribed 


REVELATION. 


hand, ancate it up; and it was in my mouth fweet as 
honey: andas foonas ] had eatenir, my belly was bitter 
ti And he faid unto me, Thou mutt prophefy again 
ne ney peoples, and nations, and tongues, and 
CHAP. XI. 
3 Lhe two witneffes that fall proph-fy: 5 their power : 9 
the beaft faa! fiebt azainft them, and hill them. 
ND there was given mea reed like unto a rod: 
and the angel flood, faving, Rife, and meafure 
the temple of God, and the altar, and them that wor- 
fhip therein, 
2 But the court which is without the temple leave 
out, and meafure it not, for it is given unto the Gen- 
tiles: and the holy city flaall they cread under foor forty 
and two months. 
3 Andi will vive power unto my two witneffes, and 
they fhall prophely a thoufand two hundred «nd three~ 
{core days, clothed in fackcloth. ; 





+ Vheiy are the two olive trees, and the two candle- 
flicks landing before tlhe Ged of rhe earth. 


5 -vnd ifany man will hurt them, fire proceedeth 
of their mouth, and devoureci: their enemies : and 
Veanyman will burt them, he muftin this manner be 
killed. 
_ 6 Thefe have power to fhut heaven, that it rain not 
in the days of cheir prophecy: and have power over 
waters to turn them to blood, and to fmice the earth 
with all plagues. as often as they will. 
7 And when tocy thal! have finifhed their telimony, 
the beaft that afcendeth out of the botromlefs pit thall 
make war againft chem, and fhall overcome them, and 
kill them. 
8 And theirdead bodies foail Jie in the ftreet of the 
great city, which fpiritually is called Sodam and Egypt, 
where alfo our Lord was crucified. : 

9 And they of the people and hindreds aad tongues 
and nations fhall fee their dead bodies three days and 
anhalf, and fhall nor fulfer their dead bodies to be puc 
in graves. 

10 And they that dwell upon the earth flall rejaice’ 
over them, and make necrry, and fhall fend gifts one ro 
another; becaufe thefe two prophets tormented them 
that dwelt on the carth. 

ar And after three days and an half the Spirit of 
life from God entered into them, and they flood upon 
their feet; and great fear fell upon them which faw 
them. 

12 And they heard agreat voice from heaven faying 
unto them, Come up hither, Andthey afcended up to 
heaven ina cloud ; and their enemies beheld them. 

13 And the fame hour was there a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city fell, and in the earth- 
quake were flain of men {even thoufand : and the rem- 
nant were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of 
heaven. 

14 The fecond woe is paft; and, behold, the third 
woe cometh quickly. 

1s And the feventh angel founded; and there were 
great voicesin heaven, faying, Vhe kingdoms of this 
world are become fhe kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chrift; and he fhall reign for ever and ever. 

16 And the fourand twenty elders, which fat before 
God on their feats, fel] upon their faces, and worfhip- 
ped God, 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God AI- 
mighty, which art, and waft, and arr to come; becaule 
thou 





the msiefty and kingdom cf Chrift, extending over fea and land. 

4 Write them not.) Some copies have it, And thou thale write 
them afterwards. 

9 It frall make thy belly bitter, &c.] How pleafant foever it may 
be, to be honoured with fuch revelations, the contents .of thefe, in 
thine after reflections, fhall be very bitter and grievous. 

XI. 3 J will give power unto my two awitneffes, &c.] By this we 
may underftand unpolluted priefts and faithful magiftrates, appearing 


. for reformation. 


a1 The fpirit of life—entered into them, &c.] God raifed up others 
to fucceed them, animated with the fame foul, in oder to maintain 

the fame holy quarrel, 
19 Tér 


The two prophefying witneffes, 
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Michael and hisangels war with thedragon. CHAP. XIII. The beaft with 


Jeven heads and ten hornse 

















Anno thouhaft taken to theethy great power, and haft reigned. 15 And the ferpent caft out of his mouth water as_ Anno 


POMIN) 


9. 


18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is 
come, and the time of the dead, rhat they fhould be 
judged, and that thou fhouldeft give reward unto thy 
fervants the prophets, and tothe faints, and themi that 
fear thy name, {mall and great; and thouldeft deftroy 
them which deftroy the carta, 

19 And the temple of God was opencd in heaven, 
and there was feen in“his temple the ark of his tefta- 
ment: and there were lightnings, and voices, and thun- 
derings, and an carthquake, and great hail. 

CHAP. AIL. 
1 A woman clothed with the fun travaileth. 3 A great 
red dragon flandcth ready to devour ber child. 
ND there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a 
woman cloathed with rhe fun, and the moon under 
her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve ftars: 

2 And fhe being with child cried, travailing in 
birth, and pained to be delivered. 

3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven ; 
and behold a greatred dragon, having feven headsand 
ten horns, and feven crowns upon his heads. 

4 And his tail drew the third part of the ftars of 
heaven, and did caft them tothe earth: and the dragon 
ftood before the woman which was readyto be deliver- 
ed, for to devour her child as foon as it was born. 

s And fhe brought forth a man child, who was to 
rule all nations with a rod of iron: and her child was 
caught up unto God, and /o his throne. 

6 And the woman fled into the wilderncfs, where fhe 
hath a place prepared of God, thar they fhould feed 
her there a thoufand two hundred aud threefcore days. 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his 
angels fought againft the dragon; and the dragon 
fought and his angels, 

8 And prevailed not ; neither was their place found 
any more in heaven. 

y And the great dragon was caft out, that old fer- 
pent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was caft out into the earth, and his 
angels were caft out with him. 

1o And I hearda loud voice faying in heaven, Now 
is come falvation, and ftrength, and the kingdom of 
our God, and the power of his Chrift: for the accufer 
of our brethren is caft down, which accufed them be- 
fore our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the 
Lamb, and by the word of their teftimony ; and they 
loved not their lives unto the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell 
in them. Woc to the inhabiters of the earth and of the 
fea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, becaufe he knowcth that he hath buta fhorttime. 


13 And when the dragon faw that he was caft unto - 


the earth, he perfecuted the woman which brought 
forth the man child. — 

14. And to the woman were given two wings ofa 
great eagle, that fhemight fly into the wildernefs, into 
‘her place, where fhe is nourifhed for a time, and times, 
and half atime, from the face of the ferpent. 





19 The ark of his teflament, &c.] This was a figure of Chrift. 
ENERAL REFLECTIONS on Chap. X. XI, 

As all myfteries will be unfolded in God’s appointed time, fo, to the 
comfort of the faithful, and the terror of the wicked, a day is ap- 
proaching, in which the happy condition of the afflicted will ap- 
pear, and the calamitous flate of the ungodly be difcovered. And 
we even now fee, fince the fall of antichrilt, that the temple is open- 
ed, the ark feen, the pure word of God expounded, and a more 


than ordinary prefence of God (of which the ark was a fymbol) | 


found inthe church. 
COMMENTARY asp NOTES on CHAP. XII. XII. 
XII. 1 cd avonan clothed with the fun, &c.] The'church, adorned 
with the rays of Jefus Chrift, the fun ofrighteoufnefs. 


God. 


3. 4 great red dragon, &c.] The devil, whofe chief feat and city 


(Rome) ttands upon feven hills, a city crowned with ufurped power, 
and having feveral confederate kingdoms under its government. 


4 His tail drew the third part, &c.] His adherents feduced great | 


numbers from the pure religion and worfhip. 
6 The avoman fled inte the wildernefs, &C.] The church of true and 
1 2 


2 Pained io be delivered.) Longing to bring forth children unto | 





carried away of the flood. 

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth 
opened her mouth, and fwallowed up the flood which 
the dragon caft out of his mouth. 

a7 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and 
went to make war with che remnant of her feed, which 
Keep the commandments of God, and have the tciti- 
mony of Jefus Chrift. ; 

CHAP. WILL 
I A beaft with feven beads rifeth out of the fea, to whont 
the dragen greeth bis power. 11 Another beaf? cometh 
up out of the carth, 
A ND I ftood upon the fand of the fea, and faw a 
beaft rife up out of the fea, having feven heads 
and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and 
upon his heads the name of blafphemy. 

2 And the beaft which I faw was like untoa leopard, 
and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth 
as the mouth ofa lion: and the dragon gave him his 
power, and his feat, and great authority. 

3 And 1 faw one of his heads as it were wounded to © 
death ; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the 
world wondered after the beaft. 

4 And they worfhipped the dragon which gave 
power untothe beaft: and they worthipped the beaft, 
faying, Who js like unto the beait? who is able to 
make war with him? 

5 And there was given unto him a mouth {peaking 
great things and blafphemies; and power was given 
unto him to continue forty azd two months. 

6 And he opened his mouth in blafphemy againft 
God, to blafpheme his name, and his tabernacle, and 
them that dwell in heaven. , 

‘7 And it was given unto him to make war with the 
faints, and to overcome them: and power was given 
him overall kindreds, and tongucs, and nations. 

8 And all that dwell upon the earth fhall worthip 
him, whofe names are not written in the book of lite of 
the Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, 

g Ifany manhaveanear, Ict him hear. 

10 He that leadeth into captivity fhall go into cap- 
tivity: he that killeth with the {word muft be killed 
with the fword. Herc is the patience and the faith of 
the faints. , 

11 And I beheld another beaft coming up out ofthe 
earth ; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he fpake 
asa dragon. 

12 And be exercifeth all the power of the firft beaft 
before him, and caufeth the earth and them which 
dwell therein to worfhip the firft beaft, whofe deadly 
wound was healed. 

13 And he doeth great wonders, fo that he maketh 
fire come down from heaven on the earth in the fight 
of men, ¢ 

14. And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by 
the means of thofe miracles which he had power rodoin 
the'fight of the beaft; faying to themthatdwell on the 

earth, 





faithful profeflors, during the papal ufurpation, which began in 756, 


fled for refuge into retirements trom their perfecutors. 


9 Into the earth, &c.] Among earthly and carnal men, in whofe 
hearts he prevails. 

16 The carth helped the woman, &c.] Some perfons of power and 
authority proteéted the perfecuted Chriftians, and prevented the pure 
religion from being entirely overborne. gt 

XIII. 1 4 bcaft—baving feven heads and ten horns| The city of Rome 
ftanding upon feven hills, and the ten kingdoms into which its domini- 
ons were to be divided. 

The nane of blafphemy.] This alludes to the arrogant titles affumed 
by the popes. z 

5 Forty and rive months.) Or, one thoufand two hundred and fix- 

ears. 

3 all that‘davell upon the earth feall worfbip him, &c.] That is, the 
generality of nominal Chriftians will always efpoufe the religious of 
this world, inftead of the pure gofpel of Chrift. : 
11 Awther beaff, &c.] The religious orders of the church of Rome, 
particufarly the jefuits. , ‘ . : 
¥3-Great wonders, &c.| This finely delineates the artful impoftures 
of the jefuits, and the popith clergy. ae: 
18 His 


a flood after the woman, that he might caufe her to be ee 
eb 


Anangelpreacheth the everlafting gofpel. REVELATION. The/fevenangels with the feven goldenvials. 
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earth, that they fhould make an image to the beaft, 
which had the wound by a {word, and did live. 

15 And he had power to give life unto the image of 
the beaft, thar the image of the beaft fhould both {peak, 
and caufe that as many as would not worfhip theimage 
of the beaft fhould be killed. 

16 And he caufeth all, both fmall and great, rich 
and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their 
right hand, or in their foreheads : 

47 And that noman might buy or fell, fave he that 
had the mark, or the name ofthe beaft, or the number 
of his name. 

18 Hereis wifdom. Let him that hath underftand- 
ing counc the number of the beaft: for it is the num- 
ber of aman; and his number zs Six hundred three- 


fcore andlix. 

CHAP. XIV. 

t The Lamb with his company ftanding on mount Sion; 6 
an angel preacheth the gofpel s 8 the fall of Babylon. 14 
The barve/t of the world. 

ND IT looked, and, lo, a Lamb ftood on the 

mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty 

and four thoufand, having his Father’s name written in 
their foreheads, 

2 And J heard a voice from heaven, as the voice of 
many waters, and as the voice of a great thunder: and 
i heard the voice of harpers harping with their harps : 

3 Andthey fung as it were a new fong before the 
throne, and before rhe four beafts, and the elders: and 
no man could learn that fong but the hundred and forty 
and four thoufand, which were redeemed from the earth. 

4 Thefe are they which were not defiled with wo- 
men; for they are virgins. Thefe are they which fol- 
low the Lamb whitherfoever he goeth. Thefe were 
redcemed from among men, éeing the firftfruits unto 
God and to the Lamb. 

g And in their mouth was found no guile: for they 
are without fault before the throne of God. 

6 And I faw another angel fly in the midftofheaven, 
having the everlafting gofpel to preach unto them that 
dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, 
and tongue, and people, 

7 Saying with a ioud voice, Fear God, and give 
glory tohim; for the hour of his judgment is come : 
and worfhip him that made heaven, and earth, and the 
fea, and the fountains of waters. 

8 And there followed another angel, faying, Babylon 
is fallen, is fallen, that great city, becaufe fhe made all 
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication. 

g And the third angel followed them, faying with a 
loud voice, Ifany man worthip the beaft and his image, 
and receive fzs mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 

10 The fame fhall drink ofthe wine of the wrath of 
God, whichis poured out wirhout mixture intothe cup 
of his indignation; and he fhall be tormented with 
fire and brimftone in the prefence of the holy angels, 
and in the prefence of the Lamb: 

ri And the fmoke of their torment afcendeth up 
for ever and ever: and they have noreft day nor night, 
who worfhip the beaft and his image, and whofoever 
-ryeceiveth the mark of his name. 

12 Here is the patience of the faints : here are they 


SC LIE 

19 Ais number is Six hundred threefeore and fex.| This number is 
probably mentioned, to fignify, that the appearance of that power, 
whofe efforts were to continue one thoufand two hundred and fixty 
‘years, was to happen about fix hundred and fixty years after the date 
wf the Revelation, A.D. 96. This feems to be the grand key by 
which the zra of the fall of Babylon is to be calculated, as it fixes the 
rife of the beait to the year 756, or thereabouts, when, upon the de. 
firuction of the exarchate of Ravenna, the pope became a temporal 
‘monarch, i. e. in the prophetic Janguage, a beaft. ‘The learned Dr, 
More obferves very juftly, hat popery is fuch a Chriftianity, as in 
all points anfwers the model of theold execrable heathenifm, with which 
the Gentiles were enamoured then, as the papifts are now: thus the 
wounded and dead image of pagan idolatry revived and lives again in 
papal idolatry. 

Generat Rerrections on Chap, XIE, XIII. 

¥m thefe chapters we fee, that the attempts of Satan_again& the church 

fhall not be able to prevail, and that he would at lat be overgome 

2 


aa Keep the commandments of God, and the faith of 
efus. 

13 And I heard a voice from heaven faying unto 
me, Write, Bleffed are the dead which die in the Lord 
from henceforth : Yea, faith the Spirit, that they may 
ref{t from their labours; and their works do follow 
them. 

14 And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and 
upon the cloud owe fat like unto the Son of man, hav~ 
ing on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a 
fharp fickle, 

15 And another angel came out of the temple, cry. 
ing with a loud voice to him that fat on the cloud, 
Thruft in thy fickle, and reap: for the time is come 
for thee to reap; for the harveft of the earth is ripe. 

16 And he that fat on the cloud thrutt in his fickle 
on the earth; and the earth was rcaped. 

17 And another angel came out of the temple which 
is in heaven, he alfo having a fharp fickle. 

18 And another angel came out from the altar, 
which had power over fire; and cried with a loud cry 
to him that had the fharp fickle, faying, Thruft in thy 
fharp fickle, and gather the clufters of the vine of the 
earth; for her grapes are fully ripe. 

1g And the angel thruft in his fickle into the earth, 
and gathered the vine of the earth, and caft i# into rhe 
great wineprefs of the wrath of God. 

20 And the wineprefs was trodden without the city, 
and blood came out of the wineprefs, even unto the 
horfe bridles, by the fpace of a thoufand and fix hun- 


dred furlongs. 
CHAP. XV. 
1 The feven laft plagues. 2 The fong of them which overcome 
the beafi. 5 The feven vials of God's wrath, 
ND Ifaw another fign in heaven, great and mar. 
vellous, feven angels having the feven laft plagues ; 
for in them is filled up the wrath of God. 

2 And I fawas it were a fea of glafs mingled with 
fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the 
beaft, and over his image, and over his mark, and over 
the number of his name, ftand on the fea of glafs, hav- 
ing the harps of God. 

3 And they fing the fong of Mofes the fervant of 
God, and the fong-cf the Lamb, Saying, Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighry ; juft 
and true are thy ways, thou King of faints. 

4 Who fhall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy 
name? for thou only art holy : for all nations fhall come 
and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made 
manifeft. 

¢ And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of 
the tabernacle of the teftimony in heaven was opened : 

6 And the feven angels came out of the temple, hav- 
ing the feven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, 
and having their breafls girded with golden girdles, 

7 And one of the four beafts gave unto the feven 
angels feven golden vials full ofthe wrath of God, wha 
liveth for ever and ever. 

8 And the temple was filled with fmoke from the 
glory of God, and from his power; and no man was 
able to enter into the temple, till the feven plagues of 
the feven angels were fulfilled. 

CHAP. 


a 
by the power of Jefus Chriff, whofe kingdom will endure for 


ever, 
COMMENTARY anv NOTES on CHAP, XIV. XV. 

XIV. 6 I faw another angel fly, &C.] The flight of an angel admi- 
rably reprefents the fwiftnefs of that progrefs by which the gofpel dif- 
perfed itfelf over the whole world. 

13 Write, Bleféd are the dead, &c.] It we tranflate the paflage, 
Blefied are the dead which die in the Lord, inftantly, or the moment 
they die ; then a moft important truth is revealed to Chriftians, affur~ 
ing them, that there is no Romifh purgatory, no intermediate infen- 
fible ftate, but immediate bleflednefs the inftant they die. 

XV. 2J few as it were a fia of glift, &c.] This glafs may denote 
the frail nature of man ; and the fea, che mixture of calamity and mifery 
tg which Chriftians are here expofed. 

3 Thafong of Mofes, &c.] His was a fong of deliverance from the 
Egyptions: that of the redeemed will be a fong of deliverance from 
all evil, and their fpiritual enemies for ever, 
A GENSRAL 


Anno 
DOMINI 


96. 


The feven angels with the fevengoldenvials. CHAP. XVI. XVI. Fohn’s vifion of the great whore. 


Anno 
POMINI 


96. 





CHAP. XVI. 
1 The angels pour cut th ir vials on the carth, 2 Great I 
plagues fo'lox. 15 Chrift cometh as a thicf. 
NDI heard a great voice out of the temple, fay- 
ing to the feven angels, Go you~’ ways, and pour 
out ine vials of the wrath of God upon the earth, 

2 And the firft went and poured out his vial upon 
theearth; and there fell a noifome and grievous fore 
upon the men which had the mark of the beaft, and 
upon them which worfhipped hisimage. 

und the fecond angel poured out his vial upon 
the fea; and it became as the blood of a dead man: 
and every living foul died in the fea. 

4 Andthe third angel poured out his vial upon the 
rivers and fountains of waters; and they became blood. 

5 And Iheard theangel of the waters fay, Thou art 
righteous, O Lord, which art, and wait, and fhalt be, 
becaufe thou haft-judged thus. 

6 For they have fhed the blood of faints and pro- } 
phets, and thou haft given them blood to drink ; for 
they are worthy. 

4 And } heard another out ofthe altar fay, Even fo, 
Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judg- 
ments. 

8 And the fourth angel poured out his vial upon the | 
fun; and power was given unto him to fcorch men | 
with fire. 

g And men were fcorched with prcat heat, and blaf- 
phemed the name of God, which harh power over thefe 
plagues: and they repented not to give him glory. 

10 And the fifth angel poured out his vial upon the 
feat of the beaft; and his kingdom was full of dark- 
nefs ; and they gnawed their tongucs for pain, 

1i And blafphemed the God of heaven becaufe of | 
their pains and their forcs, and repented not of their § 

deeds. 

12 And the fixth angel poured out his vial upon the f{ 
great river Euphrates ; and the water thereof was dried 
up, that the way of the kings of the eaft might be 

repared. 


13 And I faw three unclean fpirits like frogs come out 
of the mouth of the dragon, ard out of the mouth of | 


the beaft, and our of the mouth of the falfe prophet. 
14 For they are the fpirits of devils, working mi- 
racles, which go forth unto the kings of the carth and 


ofthe whole world, to gather them to the batile of { 


that gecat day of God Almighty. 

15 4 Behold, I come asa thief. Bleffed zs he that 
swatcheth, and kcepeth his garments, left he walk naked, 
and they fee his fhame. 

16 And he gathered them together into a place calied 
in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 

17 And the feventh angel poured out his vial into 
ooo 


Generar Rerrectrions on Chap. XIV. XV. 


The affurances which the Spirit of Chrilt gives us of the happy ftate 
of believers after their death, fhould ftir us up to a holy life, to the 
end we may lool: upon death with boldnefs, and that living to the 
Lord, we may likewife dic to nim. 


COMMENTARY asp NOTES on CHAP. XVI. 


2 lis fiflcvent, and peurea out bis vial, &c.] Interpreters refer 
this to the great commutions in the empire, from A.D. 830 to $ 
A.D. 983. 

3. The fend accel, &C.) "This is fuppofed to allude to the great 
effufca of blcad iu the aoly wars, to recover Jerufalem from the Sa- 
racens. ‘This r. a.a.ac projc& was fet on foot by the pope, purfued 
hy the emperor, tue king of France, Richard-king of England, and 
other princes, and many prelates; and about two millions loft their 
lives in the feveral expeditions from 1040 10 1190. . 

4 Tile wird angel, &c.] This feems to refer to calamities to be 
brough: on fome parts of the p. eal kingdom ; particularly to the wars 
between che Guelphs and Gibelines, the maffacre of all the French in 
Sicily, &c. whereby multitudes of thofe who had fhed the blood of the 
faints perified by evil commo:ions and bloodthed. 

8 The fiurth axgel, 6c.) ‘Vinis probably refers to the long and 
bloody wars in Sraly, France, Germany, and Spain, occafioned by a 
Schifin in the papacy, from A. D. 1373 to 1530. 

10 Thepfth angel, &C.] This is interpreted of the proteftant re- 
formation, which was cenirmed by the principal ftates of Europe, 
from 1560 tu 165¢c. 

12 Sleficth ancl, &c.] This vilion is probably not yet accom- 

lifhed. 
. I tie is garments, 152 bg walk ngkedy keg That keepeth 

O. F4- 








theair; and there came a great voice out of the tem- Anno 
ple of heaven, from the throne, faying, Ir is done. ae 


18 And there were voices, and thunders, and light- 
nings ; and there wasa great earthquake, fuch as was: 
not fince men wereupon the earth, fo mighty an earth- 
quake, and fo great. ; , 

1g And the great city was divided into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babylun 
came in remembrance before God, to give unto her 
the cup of the wine of the fiercenefs of his wrath. 

20 And every ifland Aled away, and the mountains 
were not found. 

24 Andthere fell upon men a great hail out of hea- 
ven, every fone about the weight of a talent: and men 
blafphemed God becaufe of the plague of the hail ; for 
the plague thereof was exceeding great. 

} CHAP. XVI. 

1 John’s vifiorn of the great whore, filting upon the frarlet 
coltured beaft, arrayed in purple and fcarlet, with a gol- 
den cup in ber band. § Her name. 

N D there came one of the fevenangels which had 

the feven vials, and talked with me, faying unto 
me, Come hither; 1 will fhew unto thee the judgment 
of the great whore that firreth upon many waters : 

2 With whom the kings of the earth have commit- 
ted fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have 
been made drunk with the wine of her fornication. 

3 So he carried me away in the fpirit into the wil- 
dernefs : and I faw a woman fit upon a fcarlet coloured 
beaft, full of names of blafphemy, having feven heads 
and ten horns. 

4 And the woman was arrayed in purple and fcarlet 
colour, and decked with gold and precious ftones and 
pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abo- 
minations and filthinefs of her fornication : 

s And upon her forehead was a_ name written, 
MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATI- 
ONS OF THE EARTH. 

6 And I faw the woman drunken with the blood of 
the faints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jefus: 
and when I faw her, I wondered withgreat admiration. 

7 And the angel faid untome, Wherefore didft thou 
marvel? I will tell thee the my{tcry of the woman, and 
of the beaft that carried her, which hath the feven 
heads and ten horns. 

8 The beaft that thou faweft was, and is not; and 
fhall afcend out of the bottomlefs pit, and go into per- 
dition : and they that dwell on the earth fhall wonder, 
whofe names were not written in the book of life from 
the foundation of the world, when they behold the 
beaft that was, and is not, and yet is. 

g And 





his profeffion unfpotted from the defilements of Antichrift, left he walk 
void of uprightnefs. 
16 Armageddon.] i. e. The mountain of deftruction. 
17 Itis done.) ‘The final fentence is given againit the beat. 
Generar Rerrecrions on Chap. XVI. 
By the plagues recorded in this chapter, we may perceive fomewhat 
of thofe judgments which God has in his counfels defigned for the 
deftruction of his enemics, and the deliverance of his people. 


COMMENTARY axnv NOTES ox CHAP, XVII. 


1 That fitteth upon many waters.) So ancient Babylon is defcri- 
bed; and from thence the phrafe is borrowed, and fignifies, ruling 
over many peoples and nations ; but the city now intended is undoubt- 
edly Rome. 

2 Have committed fornication, &c.] 
latrous practices. ee 

3 He carried me away—into the wildernsfs, &c.] He was not 
ried thither really and literally, but only ina vifionary repr” . 
Hou te th gold 

4 Decked with gold, &c.] ‘The woman is alfo «* decked Going 
and precious ftones and pearls;” and who can fuffict.n- Romein 
the pride, and grandeur, and magnificence of the church f a hol 
her vellments ind ornaments of all kiuds? the richy OF ‘Ne oy 
image, and houfe, and treafury of the laay of Lorrct 


i.e. Have been Ied into ide 


, are ineredibie. 
Mr. Addifon fays, * It has much furpailed my ex: station, Be OEE 
fights have generally fallen hort of it: filver can ee 
fion, and gold itfelf looks but pocrly among fisch # mcFeet Ie NNN 
of precious ftones.” oa 
6 I wondered with great admiration.} Thistems a ae ae ae 
that the fociery referred to was Chriftian ; fT 3t would have bee 
great wane that a heathem power fhould wrfecute. 16 Shalt 


10 
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. a : Sent eee 

‘The fall of Babylon proclaimed. REVELATION. fer irrecoverable ruin, 
; i = - i . ie eientett iain) 

oe 9 And here is the mind which hath wifdom. and morning, and famine; and fhe fiall be utterly Ann. 
burned with fire: for {trong is the Lord God who es 


9 


iINI : : 
6. {even heads are feven mountains, on which the woman 


=I 


fitteth. 

yo And there are feven kings: five are fallen, and 
one is, azd the other is not yet come; and when he 
cometh, he muft continue a fhort {pace. 

11 And the beatft that was, and is not, even hc is the 
eighth, and is of the feven, and gocth into perdition. 

tea And the ten horns which thou faweft are ten 
kings, which have received no kingdom as yet; but 
receive power as kings one hour with the beatt. 

13 Thefe have one mind, and fhall give their power 
and ftrength unto the beaft. 

14 Thefe fhall make war with the Lamb, and the 
Lamb fhall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, 
and King of kings: and they that are with him are 
called, and chofen, and faithful. 

15 And he faith unto me, The waters which thou 
fawett, where the whore fitteth, are peoples, and mul- 
titudes, and nations, and tongues. 

16 And the ten horns which thou faweft upon the 
beaft, thefe fhall hate the whore, and fhall make her de- 
folate and naked, and fhall eat her fiefh, and burn her 
with fire. 

47 For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, 
and to agree, and give their kingdom unto the beaft, 


“until the words of God fhoukl be fulfilled. 


18 And the woman which thou faweft is that great 
city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth. 


CHAP. XVII. 
1 A mighty angel declareth the fall of Babylon. 4. God’s 


people commanded to depart out of her. 8 Her judgment. 


20 The fainis are excited to rejoice over her. 


A ND after thefe things I faw another angel come 
down from heaven, having great power; and the 
earth was lightened with his glory. 

2 And he cried mightily with a ftrong voice, faying, 
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the 
habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul {pirit, 
and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath 
of her fornication, and the kings of the earth have 
committed fornication with her, and the merchants of 
the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of 
her celicacics. 

‘And I heard another voice from heaven, faying, 
Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers 
of her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 

5 For her fins have reached unto heaven, and God 
hath remembered her iniquities. 

6 Reward her even as fhe rewarded you, and double 
unto her double according to her works: in the cup 
which fhe hath filled fill to her double. 

7 How much fhe hath glorified herfelf, and lived 
delicioufly, fo much torment and forrow give her: for 
fhe faith in her heart, 1 fit a queen and am no widow, 
and thall fee no forrow. 

8 Therefore fhall her plagues come in one day, death, 


a a 
16 Shall hate the where, Sc.] Shall fall off from that antichriftian 

ftate: this prophecy feems to be at this day receiving its accom>lith- 
ment, namely, by the fuppreflion of the jefuits, the check given to 

sopery by the emperor, and the avolithiv z the inquifition in Spain. 

Giuncrart Rerueersons on Chap. XVIL 
confideration that the prophecies in this chapter portend the utter 
ental of popery, fhould engage all fuch as God has enlightened 
~ a knowledge cf the truth, and who have the liberty of worfhip- 
Fiedaim accoruins to the pure light of the gofpel, to render him 
Mev of hearty thanks for the fame. 
COMMENTARY ano NOTES ox CHAP. XVIIL 
3 The he, of the earth 2} ace committed Jornica:ton auith her, &c.] ie 
as fappatys her idolatrous religion. : 
F reed Gt -ujly, &e.| The Greck word feems to fignify fuch 
ale Soi a rherifhies wantonnefs, and difpofes to aéts of nelat: 
Teens ieee the manner in which the Roman clergy 
of the Chriftian NElECss and the effects it has produced to the fcandal 
idolatrics which ie efion, in the eyes Of the world; as well as the 
loxdn aia i een eftablifhed and maintained to fupport that 
9 The Suske 

calainities. 


. 


of ber buning, &c.] The figns of her defolation and 
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2 TE Ce eae 


judgeth her. 

9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed 
fornication and lived delicioufiy with her, fhall bewail 
her, and Jament for her, when they {hall fee the fusoke 
of her burning, 

ro Standing afar off for the Fear of her torment, fay- 
ing, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city! forin one hour is thy judement come. = 

11 And the merchants of the earth fhall weep and 
mourn over her; for no man buyeth her merchandife 
any more: 

12 The merchandife of gold, and filver, and precious 
ftones, and of pearls, auc! fine Hoen, and purple, and 
fiik, and fcarlet, and all thyine « vod, and all manner 
veffels of ivory, and all manne; \ cilels of moft precious 
wood, and of brafs, and iron, and marble, 

13 And cinnamon, and oriours, and ointments, and 
frankincenfe, and wine, aud oil, and fine flour, and 
wheat, and beafts, and fheep, amd horfes, aud chariots 
and flaves, and fouls of men. : 

14 And the fruits that thy foul lufted after are de- 
parted from thee, and ail things which were dainty and 
goodly are departed from thee, and thon thalt fnd 
them no more at all. 

15 The merchants of thefe things, which were made 
rich by her, fhall ftand afar off tor the fear of her tor- 
ment, weeping and wailing, 

16 And fiying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was 
clothed in fine linen, and purple, and tcarlet, and deck- 
ed with gold and precious ftones, and pearls! 

17 Forinone hour fo great riches is come to nought. 
And every fhip matter, and all the company in fhips 
and failors, ancl as many as trade by fea, ftocd afar of 

18 And cried when they faw the fmoke of her burn. 
ing, faying, What city 7s hike unto this great city! 

ig And they caft duft on their heads, and cried “weep- 
ing and wailing, faying, Alas, alas, that great city, 
wherein were ma‘e rich all that had fhipsin the fea by 
reafon of her coftlinefs! for in one hour is fhe m2de 
defolate. 

20' Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and ,s holy apoRies 
and prophets; for God hath avenged yo-u on hier. 

21 And a mighty angel tool: up a iionc like a great 
milftone, and cait ¢¢ into the fea, faying, Thus with vio- 
lence fhall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and 
fhall be found no more at all. 

22 And the voice of harpers, and muficians, and of 
pipers, and trumpeters, fhall be heard no more in thee; 
and the found of a milftone fhall be heard no more at all 
in thee; . 

23 And thelight of a candle fhall thine no more at 
all in thee; and the voice of the briderroom and of the 
bride fhall be heard no morc at allin thee: for thy mer- 
chants were the great men of the earch ; for by thy for- 
ceries were all nations deceived. 

24 And in her was found 'the blood of prophets, and 
of faints, and of all that were flain upon the earth. 

CHAP. 








13 Seuls of meu.) Which the papifis pretend to deliver out of pur 
gatory by mafles. 

15 The mercharts—eveeping and cecilizg.] Some have interpreted 
many of thefe paflages, as refercing to the circu:uilances of popith 
worthip, and the trade of their pricdts ; asver.11, to relics, pardons, 
and indulgencies; ver. 12, to their images, and the furnirure of their 
churches und chapels, and the variety of rich dreffes for their Images 
and prieits; ver. 13, to the incenfe ufed at their altars; ver. -2, to the 
mofical inftruments ufed in their worfhip; and ver. 23, 64 the vaft 
number of lamps burning before their idolatrous altars, and the like— 
But it feems rather to centre tn one view, the lofs of every thing valu- 
able and defirable, and the utter ruin of this magn 4. -ne city. = 

.20 Ve holy apyfiles, &c.] Nothing can be.more } .-1, than this apof- 
trophe, in which the apoitles, though hunoured in Rone by fo many 
fuperttitious and idolitrous rites, are, neverthele!., called upon to te 
joice in her deflruétion. ‘ 

23 By thy jorcerics, &.) By many artificial methods «+ makin 
men religious without true piety, viz. by prec , pilgrimages, pe- 

nances, abfolutions, extreme unctions, anu wae: 
GenrraL REFLECTIONS on ( 
We fee, from this chapter, that there is fuch a t 
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ihe marriage of the Lamb. 





Anno 
DOMINI 
96. 


CHAP, XIX. 
I ie is praifed for judging the whore, and avenging the 
leod of bis faints. 6 The marriage of the Lanb. 10 
oe angel will net be worshipped. 


efe things I heard a great voice of 


ND after th 
A much peopie in heaven, faying, ‘Alleluia ; Salva- 
tion, and glory, and honour, and power unto the Lord 
our God: 

2 For true and righteous are his judgments: for he 
hath judged the ¢ great whore, which did corrupt the 

earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood 
of his fervants at her hand, 

3 And again they faid, Alleluia. 
rote up for ever and ever. 

4 And the four and twenty clders and the four beafts 
fell down and worfhipped God that fat on the throne, 
faying, Amen; Alleluia. 

5 And a voice came out of the throne, faying, Praife 
ae God, all ye his fervants, and ye that fear him, both 
final and great. 

6 And Lheard as it were the voice of a great mul- 
titude, and asthe voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of mighty thunderings, faying, Alleluia: for the Lord 
God omnipotent reigneth, 

7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to 
him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his 
wife hath made herfelf ready. 

§ And to her was granted that fhe fhould be arrayed 
in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 
rightcout{nefs of faints. 

9 And he faith unto me, Write, Blefled are they 
awwhich are called unto the marriage fupper of the Lamb. 
And he faith unto me, Thefe are the true fayings of 
God. 

10 And I fell at his feet to worfhip him. And he 
faid unto me, Sce thou do it not: 1 am thy fellow fervant, 
and of thy brethren that have the teftimony of Jefus: 
worfhip God: for the teftimony of Jefus is the fpirit 
of prophecy. 

11 And I faw heaven opened, and behold a white 
horfe; and he that fat upon him was called Faithful 
and ‘rue, and in righteoufnefs he doth judge and 
make war. 

12 His eyes cere as a flame of fire, and on his head 
quere many crowns; and he had a name written, that 
no man knew bue he himfelf. 

13 And he was clothed with a vefture dipped in 
blood : and his name is called The Word of God. 

14 And the armies which were in heaven followed 
him ope white horfes, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clea 

rs “And out of his mouth gocth a fharp {word, that 
with it lic fhould {mite the nations: and he fhall rule 
them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the wineprefs 
of the fiercenefs and wrath of Almighty God. 

16 And he hath on bis vefture and on his thigh a 
name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF 
LORDS. 

17 And IT faw an angcl ftanding in the fun; and he 
cried with a loud voice, faying to all the fowls that fly 


And her fmoke 








deceit, whereby the intelleG@ual faculties of men may be fo intoxi- 
cated, asto be feduced from the truth into the moft abominable 
abfardities and fuperftition; but the power and -purity of the gof- 
pel will triumph over all oppofition. 


COMMENTARY anno NOTES on CHAP. XIX. 


JON, and glory, and honour, and poaser, &c.| The fenfe of 

Sy thats itis reafonable all the world fhould make acknow- 

tof the righteoufnels of God’ s judgments; and of the necef- 
s xture of things, and in the government of God, 

he finally deftroyed. 

3... The church. 

fn fe of faints.) Chrift decks his bride 

its of grace, whereby they produce 

» them glory hereafter, as the re- 
















Tits. Cae. a ia 1s lifts 3 and 
ward of his grace. 
10 See thon fo it wuts Se. ] Upon what ground, then, is that fervice 
now founded, which any papitt performs unto his good angel. 
: Arenerty v Pepus is the fpivit f prophecy.] The true rendering 
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CHAP. XIX. XX. 


| in the midft of heaven, Come and gather yourfelves 











together unto the fupper of the grest God; 

18 That ye may eat the flefh of kings and the Aefh 
of captains, and the flefh of mighty men, and the 
flefh of hories, and of them that fit cn them, and the 
flefh of all men, both free and bond, both fall and great. 

1g AndI faw the bealt, and the kings of the earth, 
and their armies, gathered together to make war againft 
him that fat on the horfe, and againit his army. 

20 And the beafl was taken, and with him the falfe 
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which 
he deceived them “that bad received the ‘mark of the 
beaft, and themthat worthipped his image. Thefe 
both were caft alive into a lake of fire burning with 
brimftone. 

2i And the remnant -vere flain with the fword of 
him that fat upon the horfe, which /word proceeded out 


of his mouth: and all the fowls were Alled with their 
ficth. 


CHAP. XX. 


1 Satan bound. 4 The firft refurreétion. 
gog. 10 The devil cafi into the lake 
fione. 11 The general refurrection. 


ND Ifaw an angel come down from heavencnaes 
ing thekey of the bottomiefs pit and a great chain 
in his hand. 

2 And he laid hold on the dragon, that old ferpent, 
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thou- 
fand years, 

3 And caft him into the bottomlefs pit, and fhut 
him up, and fet’a feal upon him that he fhould deceive 
the nations no more, till the thoufand years fhould be 
fulfilled: and after that he muft be loofed a little feafon. 

4 And I faw throncs, and they fat upon them, and 
Geaement was given unto them: and J /aw the fouls 
of them that were beheaded for the witnefs of Jcfus 
and for the word of God, and which had not worfhip- 
ped the bealt, neither his i image, neither had received 
his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and 

they lived and reigned with Chrifi a thoufand years. 

5 But the reft of the dead lived not again until the 
thoufand years were finifhed. ‘This zs the firft refur- 
rection. 

6 Bleffed and holy és he that hath part in the firft re- 
furrection: on fuch the fecond death hath no power, 
but they fhall be priefts of God and of Chrift, and fhall 
reign with him a thoufand years. 

g And when the thoufand years are expired, Satan 
fhall be loofed out of his prifon, 

8 And fhall go out to deceive the nations which are 
in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle: the number of whom 
zs as the fand of the fea. 

9 And they went up on the breadth of the earth, 
and compafled the camp of the faints about, and the 
beloved city: and firecame down from God out of 
heaven, and devoured them. 

10 And the devil that deceived them was cait into 
the lake of fire and brimftone, where the beafi and the 


8 Gog and Ma- 
of fire and brim= 





The jirji refurreéion. 





Anno 
DOMINE 
96. 


es od Seg At na tee owe tee . 


of thefe words is, the fpirit of Pel oo ate onan ea dee is (only) 
the witnefs of Jefus. 
33 The word of God.) This name is giv en to cur Saviour br“ 
Join in all his writings. ota 
21 Al the foavls were filled with thei Their fub?’" 
feized for ae fee defign of Heh sime and guraive 
} defcription is to fhew the downf: al of popery, and the t apn ot 
Chriftianity ; the true word of God will prevail over fapr ‘tion hae 
idolatry : all the powers of antichrift fhall be comp) er. au) inde 
and the poheicn of Rome, as well as Rome itfelf. be trTX deftroye 
Generat Reri.ections on Chz 
It isevident from hence, that not only heretics, jolaters, and REL 
fecutors will incur the divine vengeance, but wo thls who obey 
not the nae bur follow the corruptions and ic} of the oe I. 
aaa STARY anp NOTES AP. XN Bee 
2d thoyand years.|  Intimating that" eburch fhould be at 
ee a ae time. 
6 Sccsud death, &c.]) Namely, 
judgment, 


the teftimony, 0 


on HA 


the deartof the foul, i.e, eternal ” 


32 Tine 





A new heaven and a new earth. 


anno. falfe prophet are, and fhall be tormented day and night 


» 96. 


for ever and ever. : 
1t And I faw a great white throne, and him that fat 


on it, from whofe face the carth and the heaven fied 
away; and there was found no place for them. 

12 And I faw the dead, {malland great ftand before 
God: and the books were opened: and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead 
were judged out of thofe things which were written 
in the bouks, according to their works. : 

13 And the fea gave up the dead which were in it ; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead which were in 
them: and they were judged every man according to 
their works. a 

14 And death and hell were caft into the lake of fire. 
This is the fecond death. 

1s And whofoever was not found written inthe book 


of life was caft into the lake of fire. 
CHAP. XXI. 


x A new heaven ant a new earth. 
Gog’s people; 9 A defeription of the heavenly Ferujalem. 

ND I faw a new heaven and’a new earth: for 

the frft heaven and the firft earth were pafled 
away; 2nd there was no more fea. 

2 And I Jobn faw the holy city, new Jerufalem, 
coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a 
bride adorned for her hufband. 

3 And I heard a great voicc out of heaven, faying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God 7s with men, and he will 
dweil with them, and they fhall be his people, and God 
hinifelf fhall be with them, awd se their God. 

4 And God fhall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes; and there {hall be no more death, neither forrow, 
nor crying, neither fhall there be any more pain: for 
the former things are paffed away. 

5 And h. that fat upon the throne faid, Behold, I 
mak- all things new. And he faid unto me, Write : 
for vhete words are true and faithful. . 

6 «vnc xe faid unto me, It isdone. Iam Alpha 
and Chee s, the besinning and the end. I will give 
unt }in: caatis atnirft of the fountain of the water of 
life freely. 

7 He that overcometh fhall inherit all things; and 
I will be his God, and he fhall be my fon. 

8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abo- 
minable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and for- 
cereis, and idolaters, and all liars, fhall have their part 
in the lake which burneth with fire and brim{ftone: 
which is the fecond death. 

9 And there came unto me one of the feven angels 
which had the feven vials full of the feven laft plagues, 
and talked with me, faying, Come hither, I will fhew 
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife. 


a ar rr ts PP scars eecpearorsi 

12 The bioks avere opencd, &c.} The book of God’s omnifcience, 
the book of confcience, the book of the law, and the book of the gol- 
pel, by which all mankind will be judged. 

14 Death onthe, &c.|) 1 is very evident, that hell’? in’ this 
paffage cannot poilibiy fignify the ftute of the damned, but the ftate 
of departed fouls in general, from whence all fhall be fummoned at 
the great day of accounts: by ** death” is ‘meant, that temporal 
death, which hitherto had exercifed dominion over the race of men, 
tall be totally abolifhed, and with refpe@ to thesvicked fhall be con- 

srted into eternal death . 

NXT, 1 of were tere 


< 
thi or a new and perl 











axd anew carth, &e.] A renovation of all 
ii vet Rate: See Jz. Ixv. 17, Ixvi. 22. 2 Per 
aoa 

2 Nobu fase ihe holy city, &c.] apprehend he faw in the vifion 

Ms sance of a city, which feemed to be let down from heaven, 
ane fer rd pendent, as it were, in the air, in fuch a view that 
se gunddons were vifibly dittinguifhable from the fuperftru@ure: 
and on “cenfidered not as atually the abode of the bleffed, but 
aes SUFeHS reprefentution of the holinefs and felicity in which 
Should ba, vil: fo that it was a type of what the church stfelf 
tree Pmt Bite ave paged areay.] AM antichgittian powers de- 

- 6 Lt is done, &o.) oy Id js : , Z 
are secumpiited. J ‘Che end of the world is come: all God 's words 


7 He that ryerccmeth, an @. ¢. He who refifts, the temptations of 


. & wicked and-d&banched wejg, 





REVELATION. 


3 The bleffednefs of 





to And he carried me away in the fpirit to a great 
and high mountain, and fhewed me that great city, the 


} holy Jerufalem, defcending out of heaven from God, 


11 Having the glory of God: and her light was 
like unto a flone moft precious, even like a jafper fione, 
clear as cryftal ; 

t2 And had a wall great and high, amd had twelve 
gates, and at the gatcs, twelve angels, and names written 
thereon, which are te names of the twelve tribes of the 
children of Ifrael. 

13 On the eaft three gates; on the north three gates; 
on the fouth three gates ; and on the weft three gates. 

14 And the wali of the city had twelve foundations, 
and in them the names of the twelve apoftles of the 
Lamb. 

15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to 
meafure the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall 
thercof. 

16 And the city lieth fourfquare, and the length isas 
large as the breadth: and he meafured the city with the 
reed, twelve thoufand furlongs. The length and the 
breadth and the height of it are equal. 

17 And he meafured the wall thercof, anhundred and 
forty and four cubits, according to the meafure of a man, 
that is, of the angel. 

18 And the building of the wall of it was of jafper: 
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glafs, 

19 And the foundations of the wall of the city were 
garnifhed with all manner of precious ftones. The 
firftt foundation was jafper: the {econd, fapphire; the 
third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an emerald ; 

20 The fifth, fardonyx; the fixth, fardius; the fe. 
venth, chryfolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth,a topaz; 
the tenth, achryfophrafus; the eleventh, ajaciuth; the 
twelfth, an amethyft. 

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls ; every 
fevcral gate was of one pearl: and the ftreet of the city 
was pure gold, as it were tranfparent glafs. 

22 And I faw no temple therein: for the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 

23 And the city had no need of the fun, neither of 
themoon, to fhine init: for the glery of God did lighten 
it, and the lamb js the light thereof. 

24 And the nations of them which are faved fhall 
walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory and honour into it, 

25 And the gates of it fhall not be fhut at all by 
day: for there fhall be no night there. 

26 And they fhall bring the glory and honour of the 
nations into it. 

27 And there fhallin no wife entcr into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatfoever worketh abomination, 
or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life. é 
CHAP. 


NE EE 

8 The fearful.] Thofe that for fear of inen, or of fome worldly 
fuffering, deny the faith, or go contrary to their confciences. 

The abominable, Sc.) Guilty of fins againft nature. 

9 The bride, &c:] Vhe glorious flate of the church, now married 
to Chrift. 


The heavenly Ferufalem defcribed. 


Anno 
DOMINI 


96. 


12 The trvelve tribes, Sc.} The complete number of all believers, — 


to whom the promifes were made in Chritt. 

14 Had twelve foundations, &c.) St. Paul fays, the church is built 
upon the foundation of the apoftles, Chriit himfelf being the chief 
corner-ftone, Ephcf. ii. 20. 

16 The length—breadth—and height are equal,] _As this is quite in- 
conceivable with regard to any cubical fru¢ture, which can be uppofed 
of this magnitude, I -Jook upon it asa wife and well-judged intima- 
tion, that all thefe deferiptions are figurative. The like intimation is 
given in the vifion of Ezekicl: according to which, if it were to be 
taken literally, the building defcribed mutt be a mile high. 

22 And I Jaw no temple therein, &c.) Wher-as the temple made fo 
confiderable a part of the view of the old Jerufalem, in this heavenly 
Jerufalem, 1 faw no temple ; but God was prefent in Chrilt his Son, 
by a more intimate prefence than had ever been known upon earth, 
and by that prefence he made even the whole of the city mott holy. 


Generar Rerrections on Chap, XX. XXL 


The promife of a permanent reft to the church hereafter, and the de- 
ftruction of Satan’s kingdom, fhould animate briicvers, in their 
Chriftian courfe, to run the heavenly race with hu w:.t:, patience, 
and {ybmiffion to the will of God in all things. 

COMMENTARY 


$e ar pee ee eee eee oe eg a ae 
The river and tree of life. CHAP. XXII. Nothing to be added or taken away: 
aes ee ee ae en Gt aa ae ere Te ee 


10 And he faith unto me, Seal not the fayings of Anno 
the prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand, DOMINE 

it He that is unjuft, Iet him be unjuf ftill: and he on 
which is filthy, let him be filthy @ili: and he that is 
righteous, let him be righteous ftih: and he that is 
holy, let him be holy itil. : 

_ 12 And, behold, I come quickly ; andy reward 
is with me, to give every man according a8 kis works 
fhall be, 

13 Lam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and ¢ 
end, the &rft and the laft. ~ 2 e ze 

14 Bleffed are they that do his commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, and may 
enter in through the gates into the city. 

15 Forwithout aredogs, and forcerers, and whore- 
mongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whofo~ 
ever loveth and maketh atie. 

16 | Jefets have fent mine ange] to teftify unto you 
thefe things in the churches. 1 am the root and the 
offspring oi David, avd the bright and morning ftar. 

17 And the Spirit and the bride fay, Come. And 
let him thatheareth fay, Comé?- And tet him that is 
athirft come And whofoever will, let him take the 
water of lifefreely. ; ; 

18 For IJ eftify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the xrophecy of this book, If any man thall 
add unto thee things, God fhall add unto him the 
plagues that ae written in this book : 

19 And if ary man fhall take away from the words 
of the book of his prophecy, God fhall take away his 
part out of. the.ook of life, and out of the holy city, 
and from the thugs which are written in this book. 

20 He whichteftifieth thefe things faith, Surely t 
come quickly; amen. Even fo, come, Lord Jefus. 

21 The grace f our Lord Jefus Chrift b2 with you 
all. Amen. 


Anne CHAP. XXII. 


OMINE 
2 96 x The river and tree of life: 4 The glorious ftate of the 
fervants of God. 12 Chrift’s coming and eternity, 11 

The concluding bened:ction. 

ND he fhewed me a pure river of water of life, 
clear as cry{tal, proceeding out of the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. 

2 In the midit of the ftreet of it, and on either fide 
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve 
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: 
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. 

3 And there thall be no more curfe: but the throne 
of God and of the Lamb fhall be init; and his fervants 
fhall ferve him: 

4 And they fhall fee his face ; and his name /hall be 
in their foreheads. 

5 And there fhall be no light there; and they need 
no candle, neither light of the fun, for the Lord God 
giveth them light: and they fhall reign for ever and 
ever. 

6 And he faid unto me, Thefe fayings are faithful 
and true: and the Lord God of the holy praphets 
fent his angel to fhew unto his fervants the things 
which muft fhortly be done. 

7 Behold, I come quickly: blefled is he that 
keepeth the fayings of the prophecy of this book. 

8 And 1 John faw thefe things, and heard them. 
And when I had heard and feen, I fell down ta wor- 
fhip before the fect of the angel which fhewed me 
thefe things. 

9 Then faith he unto me, See thou do it uot: for I 
am thy fellowfervant, and of thy brethren the pro- 
phets, and of them which keep the fayings of this 
book: worfhip God. 





COMMEN TARY ano NOTES on CHAP. XXII. 
1 Tle foewwed mea pure viver of water, &c.J] An emblem of that 
erpetual life and overflowing joy, which fhall be the portion of all 
itifsfal inhabitants of the new jerufalem. No place can be delightful 
without the accommodation of water: ‘thofe places have the beft ufe 
of it that ate near a river, efpecially a pure river: this is to let us know, 
that in heaven there fhall be no want of any thing that can render its 
inhabitants happy. It is deferibed as having by it, or running through 
is, a pure civer, whofe water is clear, and no ordinary water, but fuch 
as gives and preferves life, What could this fignify, but the pure and 
unmixed joys of heaven,- flowing from the faints’ enjoying God and 
Jefus Chrift there ? oe 
2 The tree of life, &c.] The fertility and flourifhing condition of 
= this tree reprefents the abundant merit of Chrift’s righteoufnefs applied 


and faithful in bringingo pafs; and fuch things as God hath revealed 
to his prophets under t: Old Teftament in part, and now to me his 
prophet, to fhew to hisyeople the things that fhall come to pafs, and 
thal fhortiy begin to bhaccomplifhed. See ch. i. 1. 

8 I fell down 10 avorip, &c,) - St. John in his extacy falling into 
the fame miftake that haad committed before, is gently corrected im 
the fame manner by thenge). 

12 My reward, &c.) \iy power of rewarding and punifhing. 

13 1am Alpha and Orga, &c.) 1 am the firft author and fountain 
from whom ‘all things ‘iginally proceed, and the ultimate end in 
whom all things finally tminate. 

15 Dogs | Profane or tlean perfons. 

Matecth a lic.) AM hyocrites, formalifts, and liars who delight in 
falfhood. 





for the healing of the nations, there being free and open accefs to all 16 I Fefus have feut mitangel to teftify, &c.) In thefe words Chrift 
comers.—Trees, efpecially fruit-trees, and thofe laden with fruit, and J. owns the Revelation to beis; rhe angel did but teftify ; John did bat 
variety of fruit, and fuch as, inftead of being prejudicial to life, are hear, and write it. 

wholfom, and give life; are very beautiful, efpecially in or neara city: J am the rost and the offsing of David, &c.] David’s Lord, and yet 
the city in Ezckied’s vifion, ch. xlvii. 7, is thus defcribed. This ex- his fon: his root, as lamiod, and gave a being to his family, as to 
preffion further fhews the infinite pleafure and foul-fatisfuction the faints all the families of the earthand yet his fon; a branch out of the root 
fball have in heaven. But we are further told, that the tree here was of Jeffe. As the morningur firft brings or prognofticates light to the 
the tree of life; a manifeft allufion to a tree fo called in old_paradife, world; fo I have myfelf fi: publifhed my gafpel, or this Revelation, 
Gen. ii. g. and who can this agree to but Chrift, in whom all fullnefs to give light to my peop] concerning the fate of my people to the 
dwells, the fullnefs of the Godhead, and who was anointed, and received laft day. : 

the Spirit without meafure, and is daily diftributing of his fullnefs to 17 Come, &c.J i.e. Toidgment. 

the church ; and in whom there is nothing ufelefs, but what tends either 18 If any man foal! addzc.) By making any new fcripture, or 
to the life or healing of his people out of all nations. wilfully putting a falfe fenfepon it. : 

The leawes—ware far the healing, &c.]_ By all this is fignified the 20 Surely I come quickly, &| Chrift’s {econd coming in power and 
blefieduefs of immortality without any infirmities. glory is one principal topiof the Revelation ; with this it begins, 

3 There foall be na move curfe.\ Nothing that is devoted to the devil; “ ch. i. 7. Behold he come with clouds; and every eye fhall fee 
no aceurfed perfon, or thing: the prefence of an holy and pure God him :" with this alfo it condes, “ He who telftitieth thefe things, 
will prevent and forbid that. It is a place in which God alone fhall faith, furely I come quickly. Nothing can better anfwer the cha- .. 
be ferved by his own fervants. raéter of the Revelation, thathat of a light fhining in a dark places: 

4 His name foall be in hee ead They fhall be received and until the day dawn, and thay-tar arife in your hrarts: it openeth 
acknowledged by him as his fons and fervants. There fhall be none more and more Tike the dawty of the day; and thegnore it is fuk oo ° 
that bare the name of the bea(t in their foreheads: they fhall have God’s filled, the better it is underftac ad : 
name on their foreheads; and be thereby manifefted to be the fons of GENERAL REF IlCTIONS on’ Chap. NX, -05 
God. This chapter fets before us thelory amd sheppinefs Which the 

6 Thefe fayings are faithful and true.]_ All the words of this book, fhall everlattingly enjay inie prefence of God and Jefu 
particularly the thin s of the laft vifion, are fuch as proceed from him the Saviour, Shact none wills admitted thereto but the 
who is the faithful Witmefs, ch. i. 5. and iti. 14. from him who was , and holy ; and that the wich and impure fhall be exc’ 
called Faithful, ch. xix. 12. and which God will fhew himfelf tree thence for ever. : 


The END of the NEW TESTAMNRT. fe 
. SF ae ~¥ 


Noe 74. 10} 29 











SS rn ner need, 
A Critical Account of the Nature and Importance of the Hoty SCRIPTURES, and the 
feveral Tranflations of them into different Languages. 
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; : ary to falvation are contained in the divine oracles, called, by way of eminence, The Bible, or, ‘The Book, given 
Bs eres ee eh is to be found the whole mind and will of God, refpeéting the fate and duty of mankind, and thei pre- 
fent and cterpA tappinels. Old Tcflament, beginning with Genefis, and ending with Malachi, comprehend an ample account of the 

ERE So aan his fall and remedy, the ceremonies and types under the Mofaic difpenfation ; and, in the prophets and pfalms, refers 
creation’ | proinifes are made touching the Meffiah, who is the Redeemer of mankind, by reconciling them to the juftice of God the Father, 
Soe the foundation of the Chriftian church. : ; : : 
ang ee the canon of the New Teflament, as colleéted by the council of Laodicea, and eftablifhed by the univerfal confent of the 
Chriftian church throughout all ages: this part comprifes the writings of the Four Evangelifts, the A@s of the Apollles, their Epiftles, 
std the Revelation of St. John the Divine. : . ; ; , : ' 

7 The firl colleétion of the facred {criptures was made by Efdras, or Ezra, an infpired writer 3 and, after him, by Nehemiah, About ons 
hundred and twenty years after the tranflation, Jerufalem being deftroyed, Maccabeus culleéted and preferved the books of the Old 
‘Teftament; in which fate they remained ull the eftaplifhment of Chiiftianity. oon 

The Old and New Teftament are colle€tions of the various parts of the covenant entered into by 
head, in behalf of mankind: but the New Tefamentcontains a more immediate accomplifhment of 
the MeMiah. Neither of thefc Ieftaments was dedicated without blood; for Jefus, the Mediator 
flain from the foundation of the world, in the decre: and counfel of God, for the remiffion of fin ; 
‘alfo of neceffity be the death of the teftator, which was typified by the facrifices under the Mofaic d 

With refpeé to the dignity of the facred writings Mofes, when exhorting the Ifraclites to obedienci 
fo great, that hath flatuces and judgments fo rightoous as all this law, which I fet before you this dav?” S+, Paul alfo tells the church. that 
oc ee Sf elis the power of God to falvation.” St. Peter obferves, “ that (in the {criptures) we have a more fure word of prophecy, 
Vv ea ye do well that ye take heed, as untoa light that fhineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day- {tar arife in your 
a ts.” St. Gregory, writing to [Theodore the plyfician, (who was very carelefs about reading the word of God) thus expreffes himfelf: 
Thefe divine oracles are epiftles, asit were, fent b you by the empcror of heaven, the fupreme Lord of men and angels, for your comfort 

d inftruétion, to guide you in the way of trutl, and you take no delight in reading them: for what is the facred {clipture, but certain 
SL of the omnipotent God to his creatures? Dr. Young very emphatically Rtyles them, An unfealed letter from the Almigh:y. 

Pave find from profane hiftory, that notwithfanding the greateft cHlorts made by nature to obtain the knowledge of thofe things that are 
ealed the greateft philofophers could neverfind out thofe hidden truths; and it is evident that fuch as were totally ignorant of, or 
ive 1d not be guided by divine revelation, wer expofed to innumerable errors concerning the Deity, the creation, the will of God, the 

Rie ¢ of man, and a future ftate; all which inportant fubjeéts are clearly and plainly revealed in the holy fcriptures, 

ae er the reign of Alexander the Great, thejews, who were difperfed in great numbers through the provinics, and were not fufficiently 

on oe he Licbrew, fo as to read the [criptre in its original, defired a Greek tranflation thercof : which be:ng backed by the curiolity 

ra > heathen philofophers, and other learne. men, and of the Egyptian kings to enrich their library, produced the firft tranflation of the 

law of Mofes into Greek, called the Srprustxt. Hence the underftandings of the learned were openrd in their refearches into the 

being of one God, and the creation of the wrld; and the great men among the heathens were, by the efficacy of divine grace, enabled 
to throw off the abfurdities of polytheifm ard es onprace 16 religion of Jefus Chrift. 

: Syriac tranflation is very antient, ancin great eftecm for its accuracy. : 

ah eee of the feapnures *StoLatit. was foon after the dawn of Chriftianit,, when feveral heathens, who underftood the 

Latin tongue only, having embraced the fais of Jcfus Chrift, made it neceflary to procure jor them a tranflation of the {criptures into their 

] age. "This was called the /ralic, and eftemed to be the cleareft and moft literal interpretation, made only from the Grech. There were 
ne teat tranflating the Old Teftame: from the Hebrew till St. Jerom undertook it; and his tranflation was received by the Weftern 

or Litmcnaich to the exclufion of the ofd Jilic, and maintained its ground till Pope Sixtus Quintus, by the affittance of the council of Trent, 

ck a mae way 10 the Vulgate, a Latin edion of she feriptures, collated and correéted from the antientL atin tranflations. 
eT ie ae Babylonifh captivity, when thChaldec tongue became more familiar to the Jews, there were feveral expofitions or paraphrafes 
of the fcripture written in it, which were cled Targums. Thofe of Onkclos and Jonathan appeared the firft. ‘Fhe Targum of Onkclos 
is fhort and fimple, written with great prity of language, by comprifing only the books of Mofes. That of Jonathan is an ex pofition 
of the greater and Icffer prophets: his ftw is alfo pure, approaching very near to the Chaldce of Onkelos, but he takes great liberties 
bt ee ranlla@ane of the Old ‘Teament have been publifhed ; but they are fo incorreét, as to be of no authority among theeaftern 
Ck Sea " The Ethiopic tranflation of ts Old Tcftament is made immediately from the Greek, or from the Coptic or Arabic text. 
Thiee learned Armenians, viz. Moles, framed the Grammarian 3 David, the philofopher; and one Mammezus, made the firft tranflations 
{ the {cripture into Armenian, in the reig of the emperor Arcadius, and in St.Chryfoflom'stime. In the laft century, the Armenians pros 
i a ei reffion of the bible in their laguage at Amfterdam, and another at Antwerp; and two feparate editions of the New Teftament. 
oot Trench bible was tranflated in the yir 1160, by Peter de Vaux, the bifhop of the Waldenfes. ‘I he firft Italian bible we read of ap- 
# a 1260, by James de Voraigne. There was a bible tranflated in Spain, by the Albigenfes; which James I, king of Arragon pros 
Peoned atthe infligation of the Pope; st about the year 1420a fubfequent tranflation was written. 
my ere S year 1360, the Germans had a anilation of the fcriptures made by Ulphilus, bifhop of the Goths; and between the ycars 1522 
oe Se cannes of the Old and hw Teftament, from the Hebrew and Greck, was publifhed by Martin Luther. 
faa ae when Chriftianity began to} eftablifhed in Britain, Adelmus, bifhop of Pa erborn, 
ee a 730, Endfridus, bifhop of hdisferne, tranflated feveral more books of {cripture into t 
rable Bede put forth a tranflation of thwhole bible in the Saxon language. 
abl has been allerted by tht papifts, ‘ofder to impofe on mankind, and maintain an erroneous fy t 
et a nce is the mugger of devotn.” It may with the ftri@eft truth be affirmed, that * Ignorance is the mother of tug ir devotion," 
that ernok Provide ' tan pleafed, ' divine illumination, feconded by the art of printing, to difpel from the minds of men that mift 
pies Meet al-darkng hich for mantges had covered them, their wretched notion might ffill have remained uncontroverted; but eve 
st Meee oe judietous perfon will rdily allow, that people are indebted, not only for fpiritual, but likewife for many of the temporal 
ieee ied eniy. to the reading thpure word of God in their own native language. i 
e ee Trevi made the firft Englifhanflation of the whole bible: but this attempt to open the eyes of the laity, todetc€ the Superfti- 
wa? ee d idolatrous innovations of ¢ Romifh clergy, met with fuch oppolition from the church of Rome, (determined to impofe their 
one hoet Pras on the Englifh nationsany of which were contrary to the pure {pirit of divine revelation) that this tranflation was foon 
pee a ee and none other appeareder after, that we can find, except a manu cript tranflation of the New Teftament by Wickliff, for 
aate a Pope pronounced him an etic; tll, in the year 1535, when the Reformation began to get ftrength, and king Henry VIII, 
wie : rin Pen off the yoke of © Pope’s infallibility and fupremacy, there appeared in print an Englith bible, tranflated by William 
ai eae Ped Niles Coverdale, which ng Henry VIII. commanded to be placed and publicly read in all the churches in England. 

os = The mas Matthews and John Rog: publifhed a new tranflation in 1¢37. Another was publithed by authority in 1541: but, though this 

} a advantage of being an editiotevifed and corre&ted by Tunftal, bifhop of Durham, and Heath, bifhop of Rochefter, it was the very 
os ae weak rohibited by a of parent and the king’s proclamation. ‘he next tranflation of the Holy Bible, in the Englith tongue, 

Jae a etiteed by archbifhop Cranm, who, as foon as king Edward VJ. was feated on the throne, procured a new edition of the bible laft 

eRe td. an ublifhed it with a cface of his own, at London, in 1549, and it was re-cftablifhed in all the churches of England. 

cee tensa that were drive-nto cxike by queen Mary’s tyranny, undertook a new tranflation; and, after her death, publifhed it, 
ne ai ation to ueen.Elizabe, in the vear 1561; and it underwent feveral editions, by the name of the Geneva Bible; but all the 
ree ee not pleated with it: erefore Matthew Parker, archbifhop of Canterbury, undertook another verfion, which was printed in 
indie as 4 diftinguifhed by the nanof the Bisnop’s Brae, and was continued by royal authority till the year 1612, when the King’s Bible 
his he SiN Geavance: fo called becfe king James I]. commanded this tranflation of the Old and New Teftament, for the ufe of churches, 
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ven-and-forty more learned divines, who 
thes «ldate all the eanonicabooks and the Apocrypha out of the Greek and Hebrew. _They fhared the work amongit them, and 
Should be, s wtih it, that this ble {t!l maintains the charaéter of the moft faithful tranflation of the f{criptures to be met with in any 
4 She farmer thin, ning thé famecthat iow ufed by the king’s authority, in the churches of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 
Hroved, idd to the abovzeneral accounj, that we have endeavoured, in the courfe of this work, to remove the many difficulties 
6 itu ae &e.] Uhe ely attend the:ading of the holy {cripiures, by elucidating obfcure paffages. reftifying mif-tranflations, and reconciling 
are accumphfhed, y 


as, fo as to nder the important truths contained in thean{pired volumes both famil:ar and convincing to tie meancit 
2 He thet x erconeth, ‘c.] ainfluenceby prejudice, and defirous of improvement. 
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